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mentioned  receive  innumerable  smaller  peren- 
nial streams,  many  of  which  are  more  or  less  snow 
fed  nt  their  sources.  In  the  suggested  Tooma 
River  gravitation  scheme,  which  in  all  probability 
would  prove  the  cheapest  and  most  effective,  this 
report  has  dealt  with  only  one  source  of 
supply, '  for,  without  special  examination,  the 
subject  cannot  be  more  fully  enlarged  on.  For 
a  like  reason  it  is  impossible  to  submit  definite 
information  concerning  water  power,  although, 
as  before  mentioned,  I  would  expect  to  find  great 
possibilities  in  the  Swampy  Plain  River. 

If  honorable  members  will  take  notice,  at 
about  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  above  this  pro 
posed  site,  the  Upper  Murray  is  divided 
into  two  rivers,  one  called  the  Swampy 
Plain  River,  and  the  other  the  Indi  River. 
The  reference  in  the  quotation  is  to  the 
jiuint  at  which  the  two  rivers  joinv  Mr. 
Chesterman  says  he  tried  to  get  from  the 
Public  Works  Department  the  information 
as  to  altitude — he  has  got  most  of  the  in- 
formation as  to  flow  of  water  in  certain  sea- 
sons— and  that  he  was  unable  to  obtain  it. 
And  then  at  another  point,  to  which  T  re- 
ferred, the  Murray  Gates,  he  was  unable  to 
ascertain  the  altitude.  All  I  asked  was 
that,  if  it  was  possible,  he  should  be  in- 
structed to  get  that  information. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Did  not  tht 
honorable  member  say,  in  regard  to  other 
sites,  when  we  had  more  information  about 
them  than  is  given  there,  that  there  should 
be  a  Ccxmnission  appointed  to  examine 
them? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Most  decidedly  ; 
and  if  there  were  the  opportunity  there 
would  be  ample  justification  for  appoint- 
ing experts  to  examine  this  pait  of 
the  country.  All  I  asked — I  thought  it 
was  a  very  simple  request,  to  which  no  one 
would  object — ^was  that  certain  information 
should  be  obtained  in  regard  to  two  par- 
ticular parts  where  an  immense  volume  of 
water  comes  down.  The  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan  spoke  to  me  the  other  day 
about  the  altitude  of  various  spots  on  the 
Murray. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — No. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  the  right 
honorable  member  did  not,  other  honorable 
members  did.  The  information  would  be 
made  much  more  complete  by  ascertaining 
the  altitudes  at  those  plao»  where  I  be- 
lieve the  greatest  volimie  of  snow-fed  water 
that  it  is  possible  to  obtain  in  Australia 
can  be  obtained.  It  is  scarcely  fair  that 
every  moment  a  word  is  said  about  this 
site  an  honorable  member  who  repre- 
sents Lyndhurst.  as  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition did,  should  make  a  vicious  protest 
against  getting  any  information. 
6u 


Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  say  that  we 
want  more  information. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  know  that  it 
is  possible  to  obtain  this  information  before 
this  debate  is  closed,  and  if  it  does  not 
bear  out  what  I  anticipate,  so  much  the 
worse  will  it  be  for  the  site.  But  I  can- 
not understand  honorable  members  object- 
ing to  the  information  being  (Stained.  I 
have  been  attacked  for  not  having  sub- 
mitted this  site  before.  I  said  most  dis- 
tinctly that  the  originator  of  Tooma  being 
submitted  as  a  site  was  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Grampians.  I  did  not  go  into  this 
matter  last  session  as  I  might  have  done, 
for  the  one  reason  that  if  a  site  well  with- 
in the  boundaries  of  New  South  Wales  was 
selected,  I  should  be  very  pleased ;  but  we 
are  now  considering  sites  a  long  way  from 
Sydney. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — They  were  be- 
ing considered  before,  as  the  honorable 
member  knows. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Why  should 
any  honorable  member  <^ject  to  further  in- 
. formation  being  obtained? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  say  that  we 
want  more  information. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  not  a  nice 
thing  for  honorable  members  to  try  to  pre- 
vent informatim  about  a  place  from  being 
obtained.  This  place  may  not  have  a  chance 
of  being  selected,  but  if  it  is  proposed  to  go 
fuither  south  than  this  locality  to  look  for  a 
site  

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^They  were  all 
mentioned. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— This  site  was 
proposed  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Grampians,  when  he  sought  to  get  the  terri- 
tqry  extended  from  Tumut  down  to  the 
Murray.  The  only  reason  why  I  did  not 
deal  further  with  the  proposal  at  the  time 
was  that  the  area  came  down  to  the  Vic- 
torian border.  I  know  that  the  people  of 
Sydney — I  do  not  know  about  the  people 
of  New  South  Wales — raised  a  considerable 
objection  to  the  site  being  taken  so  far  south. 
I  have  always  felt  that  the  spirit  of  section 
135  of  the  Constitution  was  to  have  the 
Capital  as  fairly  as  possible  in  New  South 
Wales.  I  thought,  therefore,  on  the  last 
occasion,  and  I  believe  that  it  influenced 
manv  honorable  members,  that  a  half-way 
place,  in  the  shape  of  beautiful  Ttunut,  was 
a  very  good  compromise.  However,  that 
need  not  be  discussed  at  the  present  time. 
I  hope  that  honorable  members  will  nf 
object  to  the  Minister  of  Home  Affairs  i' 
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structing  Mr.  Chest^man  to  go  up  the  river 
to  these  places  and  obtain  this  information. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  ( Parramatta).— 
The  honorable  member  for  Hume  has  given 
the  best  of  all  reasons  why  there  should  be 
no  more  paltering  with  regard  to  the  Tooma 
site.  He  has  told  us  that  originally — 
when  he  was  in  his  saner  Federal  moments 
— he  believed  that  this  site  was  entirely  out 
of  the  running. 

Sir  WiLLiAic  Lyne. — I  did  not  say  any- 
thing of  the  kind. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  said  he  believed  that  this  site  was 
entirely  out  of  the  running,  because  it  did 
not  fulfil  the  spirit  of  the  bond  into  which 
the  States  had  entered.  He  has  told  us 
the  reason  why  he  did  not  propose  this 
site  was  that  it  would  not  be  a  fair  fulfil- 
ment of  the  bond. 

Sir  WiLUAU  Ltne. — I  said  that  it  irould 
be  objected  to  by  the  people  of  Sydney,  and 
that  I  did  not  know  whether  it  would  be 
objected  to  by  the  people  of  Xcw  South 
Wales. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— All  through  the 
Federal  campaign  the  honorable  member 
more  than  any  other  public  man  in  New 
South  Wales  argued  that  the  Federal 
Capital  ought  to  be  established  in  Sydney. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — And  I  have  given 
the  reason  why  mv  opinion  has  changed. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK—This  is  one  of 
his  great  objections  to  the  State  entering 
into  a  Federal  bcmd  at  all. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Nonsense. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— For  a  long  time 
— indeed  until  now — the  honorable  member 
has  held  a  siiqilar  view. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Why  does  the  hon- 
orable member  persist  in  misrepresent- 
ing me? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  represent- 
ing the  honorable  member  only  loo  faith- 
fully. 

Sir  William  Lyne.  —  The  honorable 
member  is  absolutelv  misrepresenting  me. 

Ux.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Does  the  hon- 
orable member  deny  that  throughout  the 
campaign  he  spoke  in  favour  of  the  Capital 
being  in  Sydney  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  mentioned 
the  reason. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— T  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  honorable  member's  reasons. 
I  am  concerned  only  with  the  fact.  I  know, 
however,  that  the  reason  was  that  the  hon- 
orable member  was  endeavouring  to  defeat 
the  objects  of  those  who  really  made  the 
Federation. 


Sir  Wiluam  Lyne. — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  I  wish  to  know  whether  the  honor- 
able member  is  in  order  in  saying  that  the 
reason  why  I  urged  at  one  time  that  Syd- 
ney should  be  the  site  of  the  Capital  was 
that  I  desired  to  defeat  the  objects  of  those 
who  really  made  the  Federation.  I  have 
denied  the  statement,  and  the  honorable 
member  must  accept  that  denial. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN  (Mr. 
McDonald). — If  the  honorable  member 
denies  the  statement,  I  am  sure  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  will  with- 
draw it. 

Mr.  McCoLL. — What  have  we  to  do  with 
these  personal  matters? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— We  have  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  them. 

Mr.  McCoLL. — Such  proceedings  are 
discreditable  to  the  Commonwealth. 

>[r.  Storker. — They  are  a  disgrace  to 
the  Parliament. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.- 1  am  very  sorry 
that  we  are  apparently  rousing  the  ire  of 
the  Tooma  enthusiasts ;  but  that  cannot  be 
avoided.  Whether  they  like  it  or  not,  we 
must  insist  as  far  as  we  can  on  good  faith 
being  kept  with  those  with  whom  a  solemn 
compact  was  made. 

Mr.  Stobrer. — The  honorable  member  is 
raising  the  ire  of  others. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— In  this  matter 
the  honorable  member  does  not  count.  Had 
he  been  a  member  of  this  Parliament  from 
its  inception  he  would  have  been  in  a  better 
position  to  spe^  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  SrORRER. — I  have  read  all  the  de- 
bates that  took  place  on  it  last  session. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  the  hon- 
orable member  is  all  the  wiser  for  it.  It 
is  very  strange  to  hear  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hume  arguing  that  this  question 
should  be  further  considered,  and  giving 
the  reascHis  which  he  offers  in  support  ot 
his  contention.  He  tells  us  in  one  breath 
that  the  reason  he  did  not  advocate 
the  selection  of  this  site  last  session  was 
because  he  thought  it  would  be  too  far 
away  from  Sydney  to  satisfy  the  people  of 
New  South  Wales.  I  replied  to  that  state- 
ment by  saying  that  he  knew  very  well,  in 
his  own  mind,  that  to  select  that  site  would 
be  to  depart  from  the  bond.  Statements  by 
the  sosre  could  be  quoted  in  proof  of  my 
assertion.  How  much  longer  are  we  to 
wait,  in  order  that  sites  may  be  investi- 
gated? I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that 
if  honorable  members  indulged  in  further 
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picnicing,  and  if  we  obtained  more  favorable 
reports,  certain  honorable  members  would 
be  induced  to  go  over  to  the  side  of  the 
Tooanaites.  The  honorable  member  for 
Macquarie  has  one  or  two  sites  in  his  dis- 
diict  that  have  not  yet  been  exploited,  and 
he  might  also  put  in  a  claim  for  further 
delay.  I  submit  that,  in  view  of  the  years, 
and  the  thousands  of  pounds  which  have 
been  spent  in  investigating  the  merits  of 
the  various  sites,  we  should  be  ready  now 
to  arrive  at  a  dedsim,  and  that  any 
further  delay  would  be  absolutely  unjusti- 
fiable. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass).— I  shall  not 
take  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Farramatta  in  the  spirit  in  which  they 
were  made,  because,  so  far  as  politics 
are  concerned,  I  never  indulge  in  per- 
sonalities. As  I  interjected,  while  the  hon- 
otable  member  was  speaking,  I  have  read 
the  reports  of  the  debates  which  took  place 
on  this  question  last  year,  and  I  think  that 
the  charges  which  some  honorable  members 
are  continually  making  against  each  other 
in  this  Committee  are  not  by  any  means 
creditable  to  the  Parliament  of  Australia. 
The  manner  in  which  many  honorable 
members  attack  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume,  whenever  he  addresses  him- 
self to  this  questiMi,  is  certainly 
most  reprehensible.  We  know  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Grampians  takes 
the  whole  of  the  responsibility  for  the  de- 
mand that  the  Tooma  site  ^ould  be  in- 
spected. Honorable  members  opposite  are 
not  prepared  to  accept  his  assurance,  but 
attribute  the  whole  movement  to  secure 
its  selection  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume.  I  am  not  at  present  in  love  with 
the  Tooma  district,  and  I  intend  to  hear  all 
that  is  to  be  said  on  the  subject  before  I 
cast  my  vote.  I  have  only  to  add  that  I 
decline  to  submit  to  personal  attacks  on  the 
part  of  any  honorable  member.  I  am  sent 
here  to  represeht  my  cCHistituents,  and  have 
as  much  right  to  speak  ot  to  interject  when- 
«'er  I  please  as' has  the  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Kden- 
Monaro). — I  think  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Echuca  is  well  within  his  rights  in 
asking  for  further  information  in  regard  to 
Tooma ;  but  it  is  unfair  to  the  other  sites 
that  the  advocates  of  Tooma,  who  appear 
to  be  "pulling  the  strings"  very  well, 
should  be  allowed  special  conces8i(»is.  It 
may  seem  improper  to  speak  of  honorable 
members  "  pulling  the  strings,"  but  we  must 
call  a  spade  a  spade,  and  we  know  that 
6  ic  3 


some  persms  are  resorting  to  this  practice. 
I  have  no  c^jecticm  to  thdr  doing  so, 

but  

Mr.  Batchelor. — Several  sets  of  strings 
are  being  pulled. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— And  some 
are  rather  interesting.  It  will  be  my  mis- 
sion after  we  have  dealt  with  the  matter,  to 
draw  aside  the  blind,  and  show  what  has 
been  dme.  I  object  to  the  debate  being 
prolonged  in  order  that,  in  the  meantime,  a 
report  may  be  obtained  from  a  surveyor  in 
regard  to  some  particular  feature  of  the 
Tooma  site,  which  in  the  opinion  of  its  sup- 
porters may  help  to  secure  its  selection.  I 
believe  that  Tocwna  is  seriously  in  the  run- 
ning, and,  that  being  the  case,  we  should 
have  the  same  information  in  regard  to  it 
that  is  forthcoming  in  reference  to  other 
sites.  We  should  have  information, 
not  only  upon  the  question  of  its  water 
supply,  but  in  reganl  to  its  eleva- 
tion, and  as  to  whether  there  is  a 
su^nent  area  suitable  as  a  site  for  the 
Capital.  Let  Tooma  be  subjected  to  the 
same  scrutiny  that  has  taken  place  in  con- 
nexion with  the  other  sites.  We  should 
have  some  information  as  to  whether  it 
would  be  possible  to  connect  it  with  the 
railway  system  of  New  South  Wales,  to- 
gether with  an  approximate  estimate  of  the 
cost.  I  ask  the  Government  not  to  allow 
itself  to  be  drawn  aside  by  the  advocates  of 
the  several  sites.  It  is  all  very  well  for  the 
Ministry  to  say  that  they  are  in  the  hands 
of  the  House ;  but  I  hold  that  they  should 
make  a  stand  and  sav  whether  they  are 
going  to  give  us  this  information  or  not.  We 
are  entitled  to  the  information  for  which  the 
honorable  member  for  Echuca  has  asked ; 
but  I  obiert  to  any  oflScer  being  sent  out  io 
telegraph  information  on  some  special  fea- 
ture of  the  site,  with  a  view  to  the  capturing 
of  more  votes. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Is  the  htMiorable  mem- 
ber referring  to  the  request  made  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Echuca? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Yes.  It 
is  a  verv  reasonable  request ;  but  a  fjentle 
hint  has  been  thrown  out  from  other  quarters 
as  to  the  Information  which  should  be  ob- 
tained. I  have  no  desire  to  impute  motives. 
Probablv,  if  T  were  an  advocate  of  Tooma, 
I  should  be  anxious  to  obtain  a  report  on  it, 
and  would  not  desire  to  obtain  anv  informa- 
tion that  mieht  be  unfavorable  to  its  selec- 
tion. Some  hcmorable  members  say  that 
they  like  Tooma.  but  I  have  not  heard  of 
many  who  are  going  to  support  it.  All  this 
talk  about  the  honorable  member  for  Hume 
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taking  a  parliamentary  party  out  on  a  pic- 
nicing  excursion,  and  being  able  to  per- 
suade honorable  members  to  vote  for  the 
site  which  he  favours,  is  all  nonsense.  It 
might  as  well  be  said  that  I  could  induce 
honoiable  members  to  vote  for  the  district 
which  I  favour.  I  resent  the  suggestions  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Macquarie 
Surely  honorable  members  ha^-e  minds  of 
their  own.  It  is  indeed  a  well-known  fact 
that  most  of  us  have  made  up  our  minds  on 
this  subject.  The  infoni>ation  which  we 
possess  about  Tooma  is  not  sufficient  to 
enable  any  one  to  come  to  a  definite  judg- 
ment upon  its  merits,  but  may  be  sufficient 
to  make  some  honorable  members  desirous 
of  obtaining  further  details.  Therefore, 
it  is  incumhent  upon  the  Government  to  say 
whether  they  wish  honorable  members  to 
come  to  a  vote  in  our  present  state  of  in- 
fonnattcm,  or  to  wait  until  we  can  get  fur- 
ther reports  sUxmt  Tooma.  In  any  case, 
a  definite  decision  should  be  arrived  at. 
If  we  drag  this  debate  on  for  another  ten 
days,  while  waiting  for  telegra  .is  to  be 
sent  to  us,  we  shall  become  the  laughing 
stock  of  Australia.  What  should  be  done 
is  to  say  that  the  vote  shall  be  taken  at 
such  and  such  a  time,  and  then  postpone 
the  discussion  until  the  information.  \vc  re- 
quire is  obtained.  If  necessary,  Mr. 
Chesteiroin,  or  Mr.  Scrivener,  might  be 
sent  to  Tooma  to  get  for  us  information 
similar  to  that  whidh  has  been  supplied  in 
regard  to  the  other  sites.  But  I  say  un- 
hesitatingly, that  consideration  is  being 
given  to  the  Tooma  site  which  is  not  being 
given  to  the  other  sites.  I  was  desirous 
cf  getting  honorable  members  to  visit  Two- 
fold Bay,  but  I  was  not  assisted  in  that 
pioject.  The  honorable  member  for  Hume 
professes  to  regard  the  Tooma  site  as  a 
New  South  Wales  one,  but  I  think  that  the 
people  of  the  State  look  upon  it  as  a  Vic- 
torian site.  For  my  own  part,  although 
1  am  a  representative  of  a  New  South 
Wales  constituency,  I  am  here  to  consider 
the  interests  of  Australia  generallv. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir).— I  am  dis- 
tinctly glad  of  the  turn  which  the  debate 
has  taken,  because  I  do  not  wish  a  decision 
t be  come  to  on  this  momentous  question 
before  full  information  has  been  obtained 
regarding  all  the  sites.  Honorable  mem- 
bers should  have  all  necessary  facts  placed 
before  them,  so  that  thev  mav  come  to  a 
competent  judgment.  I  feel  "that  in  urg- 
ing that  surveyors  be  sent  to  report  further 
on  the  Tooma  site  I  am  studying  the  in- 
tetests  of  Australia  at  large.     I  believe 


that  if  such  a  report  is  made  it  will 
strengthen  the  hands  of  those  who  are  in- 
clined to  vote  for  Tooma.  I  have  made  an 
inspection  of  the  site,  and  know  the  char- 
acter of  the  country,  but  I  am  not  a  sur- 
ve)or,  and  cannot  calculate  elevations,  or 
determine  the  feasibility  of  obtaining  an 
adequate  water  supply,  or  estimate  the  cost 
of  giving  railway  communicatioi  to  any  site. 
Therefore,  1  must  rely  upon  expert  reports. 
But  although  I  represent  a  New  South 
Wales  constituency,  I  shall  not  take  a  nar- 
row, parochial  view  of  this  question.  It  has 
been  inferred  by  some  honorable  members, 
who  come  from  that  State,  that  those  who 
are  not  supporting  a  particular  site  are 
breaking  the  compact  embodied  in  the  Con- 
stitution ;  but  I  told  my  constituents  that  I 
had  not  formed  an  opinion  as  to  which  was 
the  best  site,  but  that  if  elected  I  would 
investigate  all  the  proposed  sites  for  n\y- 
self. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapuan.  —  Hear,  hear. 
Honorable  members  should  have  time  to 

go  to  Twofold  Bay. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  had  visited  Twofold 
Bay  before  my  election,  and  I  have  since 
been  to  all  the  proposed  sites,  and  studied 
their  various  features.  Having  thus  satisfied 
my  conscience,  I  feel  in  a  position  to  do 
my  duty  to  the  Commonwealth.  I  shall  not 
consider  the  interests  of  any  sectiai  of  the 
community,  although  the  representatives  of 
the  Sydney  press  who  report  our  proceed- 
ings are  manufacturing  ammunition  to  fire 
off  against  those  who  dare  to  give  their  ad- 
herence to  a  site  which  is  not  that  chosen 
by  the  majority  of  the  representatives  of  tha£ 
State.  To  my  mind,  that  is  a  very  unfair 
position.  During  the  Federal  campaign, 
the  conductors  of  the  newspapers  urged  the 
public  to  sink  the  narrow,  parochial  view, 
and  to  take  a  broad  view.  But  those  who 
most  strongly  advocated  the  cultivation  of 
the  Federal  spirit  are  those  who  are  now 
trying  to  dominate  honorable  members  bv 
compelling  them  to  have  regard  to  paro- 
chial considerations.  I  have  but  one  mo- 
tive, and  that  is  to  do  the  best  I  can 
for  the  generations  who  are  to  follow. 
If  that  be  discreditable  to  an  honorable 
member,  I  plead  guilty  to  being  discredited. 
But  I  object  to  voting  without  sufficient  in- 
foimation  upon  an  important  question  of 
this  kind,  which  affects  the  interests  of  all 
Australia.  I  would  point  out  further  that 
had  it  not  been  for  the  bargain  made  by 
the  right  honorable  member  for  East  Syd- 
ney in  fixing  the  loo-miles  limit,  it  would 
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hara  been  possible  to  select  a  site  without 
the  difficulty  that  is  now  presented  But 
a.3  things  are,  we  have  not  a  great  range  of 
choice.  I  repeat  that  I  am  anxious  to 
obtain  the  opinions  of  experts  before  we 
proceed  to  \'ote.  I  should  be  far  more 
satisfied  if  mv  own  view  were  ratified. 

Mr.  BATCHELORfBoothby— Minister  of 
Home  ^airs). — The  positi(»i  of  the  Go- 
%'einment  in  regard  to  this  matter  is  this: 
Hax-ing  entered  upon  the  consideration  of 
th:;  Bill,  we  intend  to  carry  the  discussion 
right  on.  We  do  not  intend  to  allow  any- 
thing to  interfere  with  the  comoletion  of  the 
business  in  hand,  which  is  the  settlement 
of  the  Federal  Capital  question.  The 
request  for  further  information  about 
the  Tooma  site,  is,  I  admit,  a  very 
natural  one,  and,  so  far  as  the  Go- 
vernment may  be  able  to  comply  with  it 
between  now  and  next  Tuesday  they  will  do 
so.  But  I  am  not  prepared  to  consent  to 
any  further  investigation  that  will  involve 
delay.  I  admit,  of  course,  that  it  is  un- 
fortunate that  the  particular  site  which 
ha^  been  mentioned  has  not  received  so 
close  an  investigation  as  have  some  of  the 
other  sites,  but  the  fault  does  not  lie  with 
the  Government.  All  I  can  say  is  that  any 
further  reasonable  investigation  which  can 
be  made  without  causing  any  delay  shall  be 
undertaken.  The  Government  cannot  pro- 
mise more  than  that. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Will  the  Go- 
\-einment  ask  the  New  South  Wales  Go- 
vernment to  furnish  an  approximate  esti- 
mate of  the  cost  of  connecting  the  site  by 
rail? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Does  the  honor- 
able member  think  that  it  is  possible  to  get 
that  information? 

Mr.  Austin  CHapuan. — The  New  South 
Wales  Govenmient  have  had  trial  surveys 
made  through  the  district,  and  can  furnish 
an  approximate  estimate. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  have  not  the 
slightest  objection  to  asking  the  Govern- 
ment of  New  SouUi  Wales  for  that  informa- 
tion if  they  can  supply  it  in  time,  but  I 
am  inclined  to  question  their  ability  to  do 
so.  I  presume  that  the  honorable  member 
means  that  we  should  obtain  an  approxi- 
mate estimate  of  the  cost  of  connecting 
the  site  with  Germant<Hi.  I  dare  say  that 
could  be  furnished. 

Piogress  reported. 

House  adjourned  kt  11.37  P'°*- 


i^ouse  of  Hrprcscntatibrs. 

Friday,  2g  July,  igo4. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  10.30  a.m.» 
and  read  prayeis. 

LABOUR  PARTY'S  LOYALTY. 

Mr.  KNOX. — I  wish  to  know  from  the 
Prime  Minister  if  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  a  cablegram  which  appears  in  this 
morning's  Argus,  stating  that  Mr.  H.  P. 
Wyatt,  who  recently  visited  Australia  as  an 
envoy  of  the  Imperial  Navy  League,  has 
declared  that  he  has  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  the  Labour  leaders  in  Australia  are  dis- 
loyal, and  are  separatists. 

Mr.  Page. — He  is  a  lying  scoundrel. 

Mr.  KNOX.— If  the  attention  of  the 
Prime  Minister  has  been  drawn  to  the  report 
in  question,  I  ask  him  whether  he  believes 
the  feelings  of  the  members  of  his  Ministry, 
or  of  the  Labour  Party  in  the  Federal 
Parliament,  to  have  been  correctly  repre- 
sented by  Mr.  Wyatt  If  he  believes  that 
they  have  not  been  correctly  represented, 
will  he  make  a  positive  disclaimer  on  behalf 
of  the  Government  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
the  opinions  attributed  to  the  Labour  leaders 
here? 

Mr.  Page. — Does  the  honorable  member 
think  that  the  statement  is  true? 

Mr.  KNOX. — I  know  that  it  is  not  true. 

Mr.  WATSON. — My  attention  has  been 
diawn  to  the  cablegram  in  question.  The 
statement  therein  attributed  to  Mr.  Wyatt 
is  absolutely  ridiculous  and  untrue.  It  is 
certainly  untrue  so  far  as  the  members  of 
this  Ministry  are  concerned,  and  it  does  not 
in  the  slightest  degree  represent  the  feeling 
of  the  Labour  leaders  of  Australia,  so  far  as 
I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  it  It  is  cer- 
tainly the  fact  that  the  Labour  leaders  of 
the  rarious  States  refused  to  have  anything 
to  do  with  a  faddist  of  Mr.  Wyatt's  de- 
scription. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Does  the  honorable 
member  think  that  Mr.  Wvatt  is  a  faddist  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— Yes,  and  I  think  that 
in  England,  also,  he  is  looked  upon  as  a 
faddist. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — He  did  not  appear 
to  me  in  that  light. 

Mr.  WATSON. — I  am  expressing  my 
own  opinion  only.  I  know  that  the  right 
honorable  member  has  somewhat  exag- 
gerated ideas  on  Imperial  subjects.  So  far 
as  the  people  in  the  Labour  movement 
throughout  Australia  are  concerned,  althouf'h 
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they  are  not  of  the  hysterical  brand 
of  loyalists,  I  do  not  think  there  is  the 
slightest  evidence  of  their  ever  having 
shown  any  desire  for  separation  from  the 
Empire.  The  statement  that  that  is  de- 
sired by  those  connected  with  the  political 
Labour  movement  of  Australia  is  absolutely 
incorrect.  I  may  add  that  I  do  not  know 
what  steps  Mr.  Wyatt  took  to  ascertain  the 
feelings  of  the  Labour  leaders  of  Australia 
in  this  matter. 

ADJOURNMENT  (Formal). 
LvNDHURSr  Water  Supply. 

'Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH  (Macquarie).~I 
regret  that  I  feel  axnpelled  to  move  the  ad- 
journment of  the  House  this  morning. 

Mr.  Carpenter. — Water  again  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Mav  I  take  this  op- 
portunity to  remind  the  House  that  honor- 
able members  when  speaking  are  to  be  taken 
as  expressing  their  own  opinions,  though 
not  necessarily  those  of  their  fellow  mem- 
bers; and  that  every  honorable  member  is 
entitled  to  place  his  own  views  before  the 
assembly,  even  though  they  mav  be  views 
from  which  every  other  honorable  member 
dissents.  I  ask  honorable  members  to  listen 
to  the  member  addressing  the  Chair, 
without  striving  by  interjection  to  force  him 
to  express  their  views  instead  of  his  own. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— I  should  not 
have  taken  this  unusual  step  had  I  not 
thought  it  important,  in  the  interests  not 
only  of  the  State  which  I  represent,  but 
of  the  whole  of  Australia,  that  the  true 
facts  in  connexion  with  certain  matters 
should  be  laid  before  the  House,  so  that 
even  honorable  members  who  may  be  op- 
posed to  the  course  

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  would  remind  the 
honorable  member  that  he  has  not  yet  ob- 
tained leave  to  move  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— I  wish  to 
move  the  adjournment  of  the  House  for 
the  purpose  of  asking  that  Mr.  Wade, 
Chief  Engineer  of  Water  Conservation  for 
New  South  Wales,  who  is  now  in  Mel* 
bourne,  be  called  upon  for  a  full  report 
in  regard  to  the  water  supply  aviulable  at 
or  near  Lvndhurst. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  have  received  an  in- 
timation from  the  honorable  member  for 
Macquarie  that  he  desires  to  move  the  ad- 
journment of  the  House,  to  discuss  a  de- 
finite matter  of  urgent  public  importance, 
viz..  "The  desirability  of  obtaining  fur- 
ther information  from  Mr.  Wade,  Chief 
Engineer  of  Water  Conservation  in  New 


South  Wales,  who  is  now  in  Melbourne^ 
concerning  the  volume  and  cost  of  water 
supply  at  or  near  Lyndhurst." 

Frue  honorable  members  having  risen  in 
their  flaces. 

I 

Question  proposed. 

Mr.  Thouas. — Is  the  honorable  member 
stone-walling  the  Seat  of  Government 
Bill  ? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— I  take  all  re- 
sponsibility for  n^y  actions  in  this  Cham- 
ber. All  I  ask  is  that  the  same  courtesy 
may  be  extended  to  me  in  making  this  re- 
quest for  information  as  I  should  be  ready 
to  extend  to  any  other  honorable  member. 
The  question  I  wish  to  ^scuss  is  a  very 
important  one.  Misleading  statements  have 
been  made,  both  publicly  and  privately,  by 
the  advocates  of  other  sites,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  damaging  the  diances  of  the 
Lyndhurst  site,  and  I  feel  that  in  the  in- 
terests of  all  concerned  the  Chief 
Engineer  of  Water  Conservation  in 
New  South  Wales,  who  has  been 
sent  to  Melbourne  by  his  Government 
to  give  honorable  members  full  information 
in  regard  to  the  possibility  of  conserving 
■water  in  the  district,  should  be  examined  at 
the  Bar  of  the  House,  or  by  a  Select  Com- 
mittee,  on  his  report,  which  I  put  before 
the  House  last  night,  so  that  all  the  facts 
relating  to  the  matter  may  be  ascertained. 
My  action  proves  that  I  am  desirous  that 
the  fullest  publicity  shall  be  given  to  all 
matters  relating  to  the  Lyndhurst  site. 

Mr.  Thomas. — The  honorable  member 
made  a  long  speech  on  this  subject  last' 
night. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— Yes,  but  the 
accuracy  of  many  of  the  statements  which  I 
then  made  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Wade 
were  questioned  by  certain  honorable  mem- 
bers. I  believe  that  a  majority  are  desir- 
ous of  knowing  the  truth,  and,  therefore,  I 
wish  to  give  the  House  an  opportunity  to 
examine  Mr.  Wade  in  a  most  public  man- 
ner, both  on  every  statement  which  I  have 
made,  and  in  regard  to  other  mattera  bear- 
ing on  the  question  at  issue.  Mr.  Wade 
has  submitted  a  report  which  shows  that  a 
gravitation  supply  capable  of  supplying 
100,000  people  with  100  gallons  per  day 
throughout  the  year  can  be  obtained  at 
Lyndhurst,  the  rate  of  ccmsumption  pro- 
vided for  being  twice  that  of  Melbourne 
and  Sydney  combined,  and  Mr.  Wade  has 
allowed  for  8  per  cent,  to  run  off  in  the 
course  of  a  dry  year. 


Digftjzed  by  Google 


Lyndhurst  [29  July,  1904.]  Water  Su-pply.  3727 


Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  not  asking  that  further  infonna- 
tion  shall  be  supplied,  but  is  quoting  state- 
ments in  a  report  which  he  says  is  now 
available.  I  hope  that  he  will  confine  him- 
self to  the  terms  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— Certain  state- 
ments have  been  made,  and  I  am  anxious 
that  Mr.  Wade  shall  be  asked  to  give  the 
House  full  and  complete  information  on  the 
whole  question.  I  wish  other  honorable 
members  to  have  the  same  opportunity  to 
examine  him  as  I  have  had,  so  that  the  full 
light  of  day  shall  be  shed  on  the  subject 
In  a  report  which  Mr.  Wade  has  written  to 
me.  and  which  is  now  in  my  possession,  he 
says  that  a  gravitation  scheme  can  be 
obtained  at  Lyndhurst  which  would  suppl> 
100,000  people  at  the  allowance  I  have  al- 
ready named ;  and  that  if  more  water  were 
required,  a  storage  reservoir  could  be  con- 
structed on  the  Lachlan,  just  below  the  junc- 
tion of  Wyangala  Creek.  The  cost  of  the 
work  has  been  "estimated  at  ^^581 ,200, 
which  includes  the  cost  of  twenty-two  miles 
of  steel  main,  one-tenth  of  the  cost  of  the 
dam,  and  the  cost  of  buildings,  pumps, 
boilers,  engineering,  and  contingencies. 
Making  provision  for  fuel  and  stores, 
maintenance,  and  interest  and  sinking  fund 
at  6  per  cent.t  the  supply  would  cost  7jd. 
per  jjooo  gallons.  At  the  present  time 
the  water  supplied  in  Sydney  and  in  Mel- 
bourne costs  IS.  per  1,000  gallons,  while 
in  some  places  where  there  are  pumping 
schemes  the  cost  is  as  high  as  is.  6d.  per 
1,000  gallons.  A  weir  to  supply  the  re- 
quirements of  a  Capital  City,  estimated  at 
9,000,000  gallons  per  day,  could  be  con- 
structed for  ;^ioo,ooo, 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  Standing  Order 
prevents  any  discussion  which  anticipates 
debate  on  an  item  of  business  already  ap- 
pearing on  the  notice-paper,  and,  therefore, 
nothing  can  be  said  now  which  could  be 
said  in  Committee  on  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment Bill.  The  honorable  member  must 
confine  himself  wholly  to  the  matter  to 
which  his  notice  refers,  the  desirability  of 
ex.imining  Mr.  Wade  at  the  Bar,  or  before 
a  Select  Committee,  to  obtain  further  infor- 
mati(»i  from  him  regarding  the  possibilities 
of  water  supply  at  Lyndhurst.  He  will  not 
be  in  order  in  saying  now  anything  which 
could  be  said  in  Committee  on  the  Bill. 
His  present  remarks  are  clearly  such  as 
could  be  made  at  that  stage,  and,  therefore, 
they  are  not  in  order. 


Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— I  am  merely 
endeavouring  to  justify  my  contention  that 
Mi.  Wade  should  be  examined  at  the  Bar 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  would  point  out  that 
every  word  which  the  honorable  member 
has  uttered  during  the  past  two  or  three 
minutes  could  be  appropriately  uttered  upon 
the  Seat  of  Government  Bill.  He  seems 
rather  to  be  showing  the  want  of  necessity 
to  examine  Mr.  Wade  before  the  Bar  of  the 
House  than,  the  necessity  to  do  so.  I 
must  ask  the  honorable  member  to  confine 
his  remarks  to  die  question  before  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— I  shall  endea- 
vour to  do  so.  I  merely  desire  to  point  out 
that  the  figures  supplied  by  Mr.  Wade  in 
connexion  with  the  water  supply  at  Lynd- 
hurst have  bem  questioned  by  honorable 
membeis. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Of  course,'  it  is  not 
my  business  to  indicate  to  the  honorable 
member  what  he  ou^ht  to  say,  but  I  would 
suggest  to  him  a  Ime  of  argument  which 
would  be  in  order,  so  as  to  contrast  it  with 
a  line  of  argument  which  is  not  in  order. 
Upon  a  moticm  such  as  this,  it  would  be 
perfectly  competent  for  the  honorable  mem- 
ber to  argue  that  Mr.  Wade  knew  all  about 
the  locahty  in  question,  and  that  his  opinion 
was  worth  having.  Any  such  line  of  argu- 
ment would  be  perfectly  in  order,  but  the 
line  of  argument  which  he  is  following  is 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— I  thoroughly 
realize  the  difficult  position  which  I  occupy. 
My  only  desire  is  to  direct  attention  to  the 
important  statements  which  have  been  made 
by  Ml.  Wade,  the  Chief  Engineer  of  Water 
Conservation  in  New  South  Wales,  in  con* 
nexion  with  the  water  supply  at  Lyndhurst 
That  officer  has  reported  up<»i  all  the  sites. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — Did  he  appear  be- 
fore the  Commissions? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— Yes.  Nearly 
all  the  information  upcHi  which  the  Com* 
missioners  based  their  report  concerning  the 
question  of  water  supply  'was  obtained 
from  him. 

Sir  WiLLiAU  Lyne. — Is  not  that  in- 
formation contained  in  their  report? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— No,  because 
it  is  only  recently  that  surveys  have  been 
made  in  connexion  with  the  Lyndhurst 
site.  Mr.  Wade  shows  very  clearly  that 
by  constructing  a  weir  upon  the  Lachlan 
he  could  conser\'e  

Mr.  McWiLLiAUS. — Where  is  Mr.  Wade 
now? 
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Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— He  is  in  Mel- 
bourne. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — ^Whyishehere? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— I  requested 
the  Premier  of  New  South  Wales  to  in- 
struct him  to  visit  Melbourne. 

Honorable  Members. — Oh  ! 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— The  honor- 
able mefeaber  for  Hume  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Eden-Monaro  made  certain 
statements  in  connexion  with  the  Lynd- 
hurst  water  supply  which  I  knew  to  be  un- 
reliable, and  I  wished  to  have  Mr.  Wade 
here  so  that  he  might  be  able  to  furnish 
honorable  me|mbers  with  the  fullest  in- 
formation. AH  I  ask  is  that  he  should  be 
called  to  the  Bar  of  the  House,  and  ex- 
amined upon  this  important  question.  In 
one  of  his  reports,  Mr.  Wade  states  that, 
even  in  the  driest  season  upon  record,  the 
Lachlan  River  can  be  made  to  supply 
135,000,000  gallons  per  day. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order;  the  honor- 
able member  is  ag^n  anticipating  the  de- 
bate upon  the  Seat  of  Government  Bill. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— I  merely  men- 
tion that  fact  in  support  of  my  contention 
that  honorable  jnembers  should  be  afforded 
an  opportunity  of  examining  Mr.  Wade  at 
the  Bar  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CuLPiN. — Can  he  give  more  informa- 
tion than  he  has  already  supplied? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— No;  but  last 
night,  upon  the  authority  of  Mr.  Wade,  I 
made  a  statement,  the  accuracy  of  which 
was  questioned. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Who  questicmed 
it? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— It  was  ques- 
tioned by  the  honorable  monber  for  Hume, 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Eden- 
Monaro. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — What  did  I  say  in 
reference  to  it? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— The  honorable 
member  attempted  to  disparage  the  report 
of  Mr.  Wade.  I  say  that  that  officer  should 
be  examined  at  the  Bar  of  the  House,  in 
order  that  h(HiorabIe  members  may  be 
suppled  with  full  and  accurate  informa- 
tion. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — ^The  more  infor- 
mation we  obtain  in  regard  to  Lyndhurst  the 
less  number  of  votes  will  be  recorded  in  its 

favour. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— That  imay  be 
the  honorable  member's  view,  but  I  am 
satisfied  to  rest  its  claims  ^pon  the  fullest 
possible  publicity.  If  my  statements  can- 
not be  substantiated  


Mr.  Kelly. — The  honorable  member  is 
willing  to  pit  Mr.  Wade  against  the  writers 
of  anonymous  letters. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— I  am  prepared 
to  do  that  at  any  time.  I  feel  sure  that  the 
Prime  Minister  does  not  object  to  the  most 
complete  information  being  supplied  in 
regard  to  all  sites.  I  do  not  ask  honorable 
members  to  accept  my  statement  

Mr.  David  Thomson. — But  the  honor- 
able member  must  admit  that  in  dry  seasons 
the  Lachlan  River  is  merely  a  succession  of 
water-holes. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— Upon  the 
basis  of  the  driest  year  ever  experienced^ 
namely  1901-2,  Mr.  Wade  declares  that  he 
could  supply  Lyndhurst  with  135,000,000 
gallons  per  day. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order.  The  honor- 
able member  is  again  anticipating  another 
discussion. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— In  dealing 
with  this  question  it  is  very  difficult  for  me 
to  keep  within  the  strict  limits  prescribed 
by  parliamentary  rules.  I  did  not  accept 
the  verbal  statement  of  Mr.  Wade  in  con- 
nexion with  this  matter,  but  requested  him  to 
submit  his  views  in  writing. 

Mr.  McLean. — Has  he  brought  the 
Lyndhurst  water  supply  with  him  in  a 
bottle  ? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— The  honorable 
member  will  be  able  to  examine  him  if  he 
is  summoned  to  appear  at  the  Bar  of  the 
House.  It  is  really  wonderful  to  note  how 
keen  are  some  honorable  members,  who  are 
anxious  that  a  site  shall  be  selected  upon  the 
Victorian  border,  to  prevent  full  publicity 
being  given  to  all  the  facts  connected  with 
this  question.  Mr.  Wide  is  at  present  in 
Melbourne,  with  the  consent  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Government,  whom  I  have  to 
thank  for  placing  his  services  at  our  dis- 
posal. He  is  prepared  to  be  examined  at 
the  Bar  of  the  House  upon  the  statements 
which  he  has  made  concerning  the  water 
supply  at  Lyndhurst.  That  fact  shows  that 
I  do  not  fear  the  fullest  light  being  thrown 
by  experts  upm  my  contentions. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Not  if  the  honorable 
member's  own  experts  are  called. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— The  Minister 
has  no  right  to  say  that.  In  advocating 
his  own  scheme,  the  honorable  gentleman  is 
relying  upon  the  report  of  this  very  officer. 
Mr.  Wade  is  no  expert  of  mine. 

Mr.  Page. — Why,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber admitted  it  just  now. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— I  asked  the 
Government  of  New  South  Wales  to  grant 
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honorable  members  the  assistance  of  that 
officer  in  dealing  with  this  question. 

Mr.  Page. — In  the  interests  of  Lynd- 
hurst. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— Seeing  that 
misrepresentations  have  been  made  con- 
cerning the  Lyndhurst  site,  I  was  perfectly 
within  my  rights  in  making  that  request  to 
the  New  'South  Wales  Government. 

Mr.  Page. — Then  why  does  the  honor- 
able member  disown  his  action? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— I  do  not  dis- 
own it.  The  fact  that  I  asked  the  New 
South  Wales  Government  to  send  Mr. 
Wade  to  Melbourne  does  not  make  him  an 
expert  of  mine.  Because  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume,  appointed  certain  gentle- 
n;sn  as  Capital  Sites  Commissioners,  should 
I  be  justified  in  affirming  that  they  were 
his  Cconmissioners  ? 

Sir  WiLLiAU  Lyne. — The  honorable 
m^ber  did  so. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— If  I  did.  I 
was  probably  quite  right  in  one  or  two 
instances.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  1  believe 
that  Mr.  Wade  was  appointed  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Hume. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  think  that  he 
was. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— Then  upon 
the  argument  which  has  been  advanced 
that  officer  must  be  the  expert  of  the  honor- 
able member.  He  was  appCHnted  by  the 
honorable  member  as  the  best  t^cer  avail- 
able to  make  a  report. 

Sir  WiLTJAM  LvNE. — I  am  not  quite 
sure  that  I  did  appoint  him. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— I  believe  that 
the  honorable  member  did.  I  know,  at  all 
events,  that  he  has  a  very  high  opinion  of 
Mr.  Wade's  ability. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  is  so. 
Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— That  is  suffi- 
cient for  mv  case.  Mr.  Wade  is  no  more 
a  friend  of  mine  ^an  is  any  other  crfiicer 
in  the  Public  Service  of  New  South  Wales. 
When  I  requested  the  New  South  Wales 
Government  to  send  an  expert  to  Mel- 
bourne, I  asked,  not  for  Mr.  Wade,  but 
for  Mr.  Bloomlield,  who  made  the  original 
report. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — ^Why  not  have 
Mr.  Pridham  here? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— I  should  like 
him  to  be  called.  The  New  South  Wales 
Government  have  ccmsidered  it  desirable 
to  offer  us  the  assistance  of  their  Chief 
Engineer,  and  I  ask  that  he  should  be 
examined  at  the  Bar  of  the  House.  Mr. 
Bloomfield  has  furnished  us  with  valuable 


information,  and  has  shown  that  by  means 
of  a  gravitation  scheme,  an  adequate 
water  supply  could  be  secured  at  Lyndhurst 
for  a  population  of  87,00c.  Mr.  Wade 
has  been  in  communication,  not  only  with 
myself,  but  with  the  Prime  Minister,  and 
the  Minister  of  Home  Affairs,  who  have 
had  an  opportunity  to  question  him  oa  this 
subject ;  and  every  honorable  member  should 
be  afforded  equal  facilities  to  examine  him. 
Damaging  statements  against  Lyndhurst 
have  been  made  by  opponents  of  that  site, 
and  Mr.  Wade,  in  the  interests  of  fair 
play,  should  be  examined  at  the  Bar,  in 
order  that  those  statements  may  be  proved 
or  disproved. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley).— I  should  not  have 
risen  to  address  myself  to  this  question  but 
for  the  seriousness  of  the  issue.  During  the 
debate  last  night  some  warm  exdianges  took 
pla<%,  and  unless  h(»iorable  members  guard 
themselves,  feeling  is  likely  to  run  very  high 
before  a  site  is  selected. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — I  think  we  should  have 
the  evidence  of  outside  experts. 

Mr.  WILKS. — In  Mr.  Wade  we  have  an 
engineer  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Department  of  Water  Conser- 
vation, and  who  holds  high  rank  among  the 
members  of  his  profession  in  Australia.  It 
is,  therefore,  very  desirable  that  we  should 
have  w  opportunity  to  examine  him.  I  do 
nc^  wish  to  suggest  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Macquarie  is  not  a  good  engineer, 
but  his  engineering  skill  does  not  relate  to 
water  conservation. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Is  this  profes- 
sional indignation? 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  honorable  member 
who  interjects  is  an  engineer  of  another 
type ;  his  skill  is  related  more  particularly 
to  underground  work.  Mr.  Wade  is  not  the 
paid  emissary  of  any  party,  and  he  would 
be  able  to  supply  the  House  with  very  valu- 
able informatifMi.  So  far,  the  debate  on 
this  question  has  been  characterized  bv  a 
broad  Federal  spirit,  but  there  is  a  danger 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Eden- 
Monaro,  the  honorable  member  for  Hume, 
and  others  may,  in  a  weak  moment,  be 
tempted  to  urge,  from  a  merely  provincial 
stand-point,  the  merits  of  the  sites  which 
they  respectively  favour.  We  must  avoid 
partisanship,  and  I  think  that  by  examining 
Mr.  Wade  we  shall  remove  many  doubts 
that  have  been  created  in  the  minds  of  hon- 
orable members  by  the  assertions  of  those 
who  are  opposed  to  the  Lyndhurst 
site.  The  honorable  member  for  Mac- 
quarie  simply   desires   that    Mr.  Wade 
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shall  be  called,  in  order  that  the  allegations 
which  have  been  made  against  the  Lyndhurst 
water  supply  may  be  shown  to  be  without 
foundation.  No  one  would  suggest  that  that 
officer  would  be  guilty  of  the  improper 
advoc«;y  of  any  site.  The  only  objection  that 
can  be  urged  is  that  if  Mr.  Wade  were 
called  the  supporters  of  other  sites  might 
demand  that  many  other  experts  should  be 
examined  at  the  Bar  of  the  House.  We 
have,  nevertheless,  to  ask  ourselves  whether 
we  are  in  possession  of  all  the  information 
necessary  to  enable  us  to  come  to  a  wise 
decision.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  are  not. 
The  honorable  member  for  Macquarie 
admits  that  he  is  at  a  disadvantage  in  deal- 
ing with  the  claims  of  Lyndhurst,  in  the 
absence  of  the  expert  evidence  which  Mr. 
Wade  would  be  able  to  afford  the  House. 

Mr.  McLean. — Did  he  not  supply  a 
report  to  the  Commissioners? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  desired  to  ex- 
amine him  on  a  further  report. 

Mr.  WILKS.  —  The  paper  submitted  to 
the  House  last  night  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Macquarie  is  merely  a  precis  of  Mr. 
Wade's  views,  in  regard  to  the  cost  of  pro- 
viding Lyndhurst  with  an  adequate  water 
supply.  The  information  which  it  gives  is 
necessarily  curtailed,  and  honorable  members 
are  not  able  to  fully  grasp  the  figures.  If 
Mr.  Wade  were  summoned  to  appear  at  the 
Bar  of  the  House,  we  should  obtain  the 
fullest  informati(»i  from  him,  and  I  trust 
that  honorable  members  who  wish  to  see 
this  matter  dealt  with  solely  from  an  Aus- 
tralian point  of  view  will  not  hesitate  to 
agree  to  the  request. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro). — I  offer  no  objection  to  the  pro- 
posal made  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Macquarie,  although  I  think  that  by  yield- 
ing to  it  we  might  create  a  rather  dangerous 
precedent.  No  charge  has  been  made 
against  Mr.  Wade,  and,  so  far  as  I  am 
aware,  there  is  no  verv  special  reascm  why 
he  should  be  called.  T  understand  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Macquarie  takes 
serious  exception  to  one  or  two  interjec- 
tions, in  reference  to  the  water  supply  of 
Lyndhurst,  which  were  made  last  night 
whilst  he  was  speaking  in  Committee. 

Mr.    Joseph    Cook. — Something  very 
much  more  serious  than  interiections. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Then  the 
honorable  member  ought  to  say  what  it  is. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber will  not  be  in  order  in  referring  to 
another  debate. 


Mr.  SYDZ4EY  Smith. — That  was  my  diffi- 
culty. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  know 
that  Mr.  Wade  is  a  first-class  engineer,  but 
I  ask  whether  it  is  desirable  that  we  should 
call  to  the  Bar  of  the  House  only  a  gentle- 
man who  has  furnished  a  report  favorable 
to  the  selection  of  a  certain  site. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith.— I  do  not  know  any- 
thing about  his  views  in  that  respect.  That 
statement  is  hardly  f^r. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN— The  re- 
ports supplied  by  Mr.  Wade  are  favorable 
to  the  selection  of  a  certain  site. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — Thev  are  fair. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMA.^.— He  has  ex- 
pressed a  very  favorable  opinion  in  regard 
to  the  water  supply  of  Lyndhurst. 

Mr.  Kelly. — An  honest  opinion. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  goes  without  say- 
ing. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  do  not 
accept  the  honorable  member  for  Wentworth 
as  an  authority  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — ifr.  Wade  has  also 
favorablv  reported  on  Tumut. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— He  has 
made  a  favorable  report  on  Lyndhurst,  and 
for  that  reason  the  honorable  member  for 
Macquarie  proposes  that  he  shall  be  ex- 
amined.   I  have  no  objection  to  the  adop- 
tion of  that  course,  because  I  am  satisfied 
that  Mr.  Wade  would  not  make  a  report 
in  favour  of  any  site  unless  he  were  am- 
vinced  that  it  was  right  to  do  so.    If  we 
are   going  to  question  the  value  of  the 
various  reports  which  have  been  submitted 
to  us,  we  ought  to  examine  not  onlv  Mr. 
Wade,  but  Mr.  Pridham,  Mr.  Bloomfield, 
and  other  gentlemen  having  equally  high 
reputations.     Surely  we  are  not  going  to 
cast  a  slur  on  the  high  officials  who  have 
furnished  Ub  with  reports?   The  honorable 
member  for  Macquarie  telegraphed  to  the 
Government  of  New  South  Wales  to  secure 
the  attendance  of  Mr.  Wade  in  Melbourne, 
and,  knowing  that  that  gentleman  is  pre- 
pared to  speak  in  favour  of  the  selection  of 
Lyndhurst,  he  desires  that  he  shall  be 
called.    Is  Mr.  Wade  to  be  singled  out  as 
the  one  engineer  to  give  evidence  at  the 
Bar  of  the  House?  I  should  like  to  draw 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  New  South 
Wales  Engineering  Department  has  been 
responsible  for  some  terrific  blunders  in 
connexion  with  water  supply.    Every  one 
in  New  South  Wales  is  aware  that  some 
one  in  that  Department  must  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  serious  mistakes  in  connexion 
with  the  water  supplies  of  Bathurst,  Orange, 
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Goulbum,  and  Annidale.  I  do  not  say 
it  was  Mr.  Wade,  but  if  we  are  to  dis- 
cuss the  relative  merits  of  engineers,  we 
should  have  some  information  as  to  who 
was  responsible  for  those  schemes. 

Mr.  Watson. — Mr.  Wade  has  only  re- 
cently become  Chief  Engineer. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — It  is  a  very  unfair 
way  in  which  to  try  to  damage  ft  piu>lic  offi- 
cer's reputation. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— If  we 
are  to  decide  this  question  by  bringing 
men  to  the  Bar  of  the  House,  we  should 
bring  a  number  of  men,  because  it  is  a 
well-known  fact  ithat  in  connexion  with 
the  schemes  for  water  supply  for  the 
places  I  have  mentioned,  most  glowing  re- 
ports were  issued,  by  the  Department  in 
New  South  Wales,  as  to  what  the  rainfall 
would  be,  what  the  conservatimi  would  be, 
and  we  really  had  in  respect  to  those 
schemes  much  the  same  story  as  we 
were  told  last  night.  The  places  to  which 
I  refer  have  had  water  supplies  provided 
for  them  on  the  authority  of  some  engineer 
in  New  South  Wales,  and  in  every  case 
they  have  proved  dismal  failures.  At 
Orange,  where  we  are  told  there  is  such  an 
enormous  catchment  area  for  a  water  sup- 
ply, the  people  of  the  little  town  had  to  be 
put  on  half  supply  in  the  summer  before 
last.  The  mistakes  in  these  cases  should 
be  inquired  into,  and  we  should  know  who 
was  responsible  for  them.  It  would  be  a 
calamity  to  us  if  we  were  guided  by  the  re- 
port of  engineers  who  are  incomp^ent.  I 
do  not  doubt  the  figures  which  were  given 
to  us  last  night,  but  we  want  something 
more  than  figures;  we  should  have  facts. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — Some  honorable 
members  do  not  want  the  facts. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  have  not 
the  slightest  objection  to  hear  them,  but  if 
we  are  to  have,  an  oflBcer  sent  here  specially 
by  the  New  South  Wales  Government  to 
make,  at  the  Bar  of  this  House,  certain 
statements  regarding  a  particular  site,  we 
should  also  have  an  opinion  from  other 
officers  with  regard  to  other  sites,  and  we 
should  saddle  the  responsibility  for  the  mis- 
takes made  in  New  South  Wales  in  this 
connexion  on  the  right  shoulders.  I  do 
not  believe  that  Mr.  Wade  would  make 
such  mistakes,  but  I  refuse  to  allow  the 
honorable  member  for  Macquarie  to  inferen- 
tially  saddle  engineers  who  have  reported 
favorably  of  sites  other  than  Lvndhurst 
■with  that  responsibility.  If  Mr.  Wade  is 
to  be  brought  to  the"  Bar  of  the  House, 
Mr.  Pridham  and  other  moi  with  as  good  a 


reputation  as  his  should  also  be  heard.  From 
Mr.  Pridham's  report  there  is  grave  doubt 

as  to  what  can  be  done  at  Lyndhurst.  There 
is  no  running  water  there,  and  the  sugges- 
tions as  to  what  can  be  done  there  in  the 
way  of  water  supply  are  all  dependent  on 
conditions  and  circumstances.  If  the  in- 
tention is  to  pit  one  public  officer  against 
another,  they  should  all  be  given  fair  play. 
The  honorable  member  for  Macquarie  cast 
some  reflection  upon  the  Commission  ap- 
pointed by  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume,  only  because  that  Commission  did 
not  supply  him  with  as  good  a  report  on 
Lyndhurst  as  be  could  get  from  Mr. 
Wade's  figures.  The  last  thing  we 
should  try  to  do  in  this  House  is  to 
pit  one  public  officer  against  another. 
If  I  do  not  agree  that  what  Mr. 
Wade  has  done  is  right,  that  is  no 
reason  why  I  should  try  to  cast  the  slightest 
doubt  upon  his  ability  or  his  honesty.  No 
one  who  knows  Mr.  Wade  would  think  of 
doing  so ;  but  he  should  not  be  brought  here 
as  a  kind  of  special  pleader  for  one  site. 
That  would  put  Mr.  Wade  in  a  very  false 
position.  The  very  fact  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Macquarie  telegraphed  to 
have  this  (^cer  brought  here  should  be 
enough  to  induce  hwiorable  members  to 
hesitate  before  they  agree  to  what  has 
been  proposed.  We  were  told  by  the 
honorable  member  that  Mr.  Wade  re- 
ported that  at  Lyndhurst  there  is  not 
(Mily  a  sufficient  water  supply  for  the 
Federal  City,  but  that  there  could  be 
procured  135,000,000  gallons  a  day  for 
irrigatbn  purposes.  All  I'  can  say  is  that 
many  of  us  who  could  not  get  cvea  a  drink 
of  cold  water  there,  would  be  very  glad  to 
get  such  information  from  Mr.  Wade.  I 
am  disposed  to  think  that  there  is  one  good 
reason  why  that  gentleman  should  be 
brought  to  the  Bar  of  the.  House.  He  has 
just  returned  from  America,  and  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Barrier  is  under  the 
impression  that  the  report  quoted  must 
be  ufKm  the  Mississippi,  and  not  upon 
Lyndhurst,  and  I  think  it  is  well  that  that 
should  be  cleared  up.  I  am  quite  certain 
that  any  report  by  Mr.  Wade  would  be 
an  honest  one.  In  my  opinion,  he  is 
a  very  competent  engineer,  but  if  he  is 
to  be  brought  before  the  Bar  of  the  House 
as  the  special  pleader  for  a  particular 
site,  in  justice  to  other  sites,  we 
should  also  have  here  some  of  the 
engineers  who  have  told  us  that  un- 
less we  are  prepared  to  spend  millions,  it 
will  be  almost  a  matter  ^impossibility  to 
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get  a  water  supply  at  Lyndhurst.  We- 
might  get  water  to  the  moon,  if  we  spent 
enough  money.  If  Mr.  Wade  is  to  be 
brought  to  the  Bar  of  the  House,  another 
telegram  should  be  sent  to  Sydney  to  some 
other  engineer,  whose  reputation  is  just 
as  good  as  is  Mr.  Wade's,  and  who  will  tell 
us  that  unless  we  go  to  the  expenditure  of 
millions  there  is  a  risk  that  at  Lyndhurst 
we  should  have  more  whisky  than  water. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta).— 
The  honorable  member  for  Eden-Monaro 
has  told  us  that  he  has  not  the  slightest 
objection  to  Mr.  Wade  appearing  at  the 
Bar  of  the  House,  and  he  has  further  said 
that  he  believes  that  gentleman  to  be  a 
competent  engineer,  who  would  give  an 
honest  opinion.  If  that  be  so,  may  I  ask 
what  we  should  gain  by  questioning  Mr. 
Wade  as  to  the  engineering  failures  that 
have  occurred  at  dfierent  places  in  New 
South  Wales  in  connexion  with  small  water 
supplies. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — He  might  give 
us  some  information  in  resnect  to  them. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— He  might, 
but  what  would  be  the  advantage  gained 
by  asking  Mr.  Wade's  opinion  upon  matters 
which  did  not  concern  him,  and  which  are 
not  connected  with  the  question  before  us 
in  any  way  ?  The  object  could  only  be  to 
try  to  influence  the  minds  of  honorable 
members  adversely  to  Mr.  Wade's  opinion. 
At  one  moment  the  honorable  member  says 
that  Mr.  Wade  is  an  honest  man,  and  in 
the  next  he  says  that  we  should  have  him 
here '  that  we  may  ask  him  about  these 
failures. 

Mr.  McLean. — ^An  hcHiest  man  may 
make  a  mistake. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  also  suggests  that  Mr.  Pridham 
should  be  brought  here  if  Mr.  Wade  is  to 
he  consulted.  I. should  like  to  point  out 
that  the  figures  quoted  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Macqilarie,  were  Mr.  Prid- 
ham's  figures.  Mr.  Wade  has  taken  Mr. 
Pridham's  figures,  and  on  them  he  has 
based  his  report. 

Mr.  McLean. — If  they  are  Mr.  Prid- 
ham's figures,  he  is  the  engineer  we  should 
consult,  and  not  Mr-  Wade. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Mr.  Pridham 
has  said  that  Dalgety  has  a  better  water 
supplv  than  Lyndhurst  can  ever  have,  and 
Mr.  Wade  does  not  agree  with  that. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  is  not  the 
question  at  all.  I  am  prepared  to  admit 
that  there  is  a  better  water  supply  at  Dal- 
gety than  at  Lyndhurst;  but  what  we  are 


concerned  about  is  to  establish  the  fact  that 
an  adequate  water  supply  may  be  obtained 
at  Lyndhurst  for  all  the  purposes  cf  .  a 
Federal  Capital.  I  am  not  concerned  to 
deny  that  there  may  be  better  water  sup- 
plies found  elsewhere  in  New  South  Wales. 
What'  we  say  is  that  in  this  neighbourhood ^ 
which  has  been  so  m^uch  maligned  by  some 
honorable  members  in  this  particular  re- 
spect, there  is  an  abundance  of  water,  and 
more  than  the  Federal  Capital  will  ever 
require.  It  is  the  more  advisable  that  we 
should  take  advantage  of  Mr.  Wade's  en- 
gineering skill,  as  he  is  already  in  Mel- 
bourne, and  we  can  secure  his  advice  with- 
out delay  to  the  final  determination  of  the 
question  before  us. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — He  is  in  Mel- 
bourne at  the  request  of  the  Lyndhurst 
site  supporters. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  do  not  know 
who  brought  him  here. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — The  honorable 
member  for  Macquarie  says  that  he  tele- 
graphed for  him. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  prepared 
to  admit  that.  I  hope  the  honorable  mem- 
ber did ;  it  would  be  but  evidence  of  his 
industry  and  enterprise  in  this  matter. 
May  I  remind  honorable  members  that  the 
Government  of  New  South  Wales  are  in 
favour  of  the  Lyndhurst  site?  I  submit 
respectfully  that  a  site  which  is  recom- 
mended by  the  Government,  and  is  to  be 
recommended  b^  the  Parliament  of.  New 
South  Wales,  is  entitled  to  their  serious 
consideration. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — The  New  South 
Wales  Government  are  not  in  favour  of  it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— All  I  have  to 
say  to  that  is  that  the  Premier  of  New 
South  Wales  announced  to  the  country  only 
the  other  day  that  if  returned  to  power  he 
would  ask  the  Parliament  bf  New  South 
Wales  to  recommend  Lyndhurst  to  the 
Federal  Government. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — He  said  he 
would  leave  it  an  open  question. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  horiorable 

member  is  quite  wrong. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Why  not  be  fair 
and  state  that  Lyndhurst  is  in  his  own  elec- 
torate ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Not  only  Mr. 
Waddell.  hut  all  the  influential  members  of 
the  late  Government  in  New  South  Wales 
hold  the  same  opinion  of  Lyndhurst.  T 
submit  that  a  site  favoured  bv  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  State  which  has  to  grant  the 
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land,  and  which  has  spent  a  very  large 
sum  of  money  in  facilitating  the  object 
we  have  in  view*  should  be  considered. 
The  New  South  Wales  Goromment  have 
sent  over  an  engineer  with  a  special  report 
upon  the  water  supply  at  Lyndhurst,  and  we 
should,  in  courtesy  to  them,  hear  what  this 
engineer  has  to  say.  It  is  the  more  impor- 
tant that  we  should  hear  him  since  we  had 
last  night  an  expert  opinion  adverse  to 
Lyndhurst  as  a  site  from  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  Swaa  Nothing  more 
damaging  to  the  character  of  Lyndhurst  as 
a  suitable  site  for  the  Federal  Capital  could 
be  urged  than  the  opinion  offered  by  the 
right  hcmorable  member. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  was  offered  scwne 
time  ago ;  the  report  has  been  on  the  table 
for  some  time. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  referring 
to  the  right  honorable  member's  remarks 
last  night.  He  told  us  that  it  would  be 
absolutely  dangerous  in  simimer  time  if  the 
scheme  suggested  by  this  engineer  were 
carried  out. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  do  not  think  I 
said  that. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  right  honor- 
able member  told  us  that  the  water  stored 
would  become  polluted  in  summer,  and 
would  be  a  source  of  danger. 

Sir.  John  Forrest. — I  referred  to  the 
artificial  lake  suggested. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  could  not 
imagine  a  more  severe  ocmdemnation  of  the 
scheme  than  we  had  from  the  right  honor- 
able member. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  lake  need  not 

be  made. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  the  honor- 
able member  for  Parramatta  must  see  that 
the  remarks  he  is  making  now  are  really  but 
a  continuation  of  the  debate  upon  another 
question.  The  mere  fact  that  he  is  reply- 
ing to  swne  remarks  made  in  that  debate  is 
a  proof  that  the  honorable  member  is  trans- 
ferring to  this  question  debate  which  should 
take  place  in  Committee.  I  must  ask  the 
honorable  member  not  to  anticipate  the  de- 
bate in  Cmnmittee. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— r  do  not  quite 
see  how  I  can  avoid  it.  I  quite  admit 
what  you  say.  Mr.  Speaker,  but.  on  the 
other  hand,  the  very  purpose  of  moving 
the  motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  is  to  ask  that  special  engineering 
skill  shall  be  made  available  for  the  pur- 
pose, amongst  other  things,  of  furnishing 
information   concerning   statements  made 


during  the  course  of  the  debate  in 
Committee.  While  I  know  the  rule 
of  Parliament  that  an  honorable  mem- 
ber cannot,  upon  a  motion  for  the 
adjournment,  allude  to  a  debate  proceed- 
ing at  another  time  and  place,  in  this  in- 
stance it  is  almost  unavoidable.  However, 
I  will  not  further  transgress.  But  I  do  say 
that,  in  view  of  the  very  serious  statements 
made  by  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan  on  the  question  of  the  water  sup- 
ply of  Lyndhurst,  it  is  of  the  very  utmost 
consequence  that  the  House  should  avail 
itself  of  every  opportunity  to  test  their 
truth.  Leaving  out  of  sight  the  advocates, 
or  partisans,  as  they  hara  bean  called,  of 
Lyndhurst — and  I  do  not  object  to  the  tenn 
—I  urge  that  the  fact  that  this  site  is  aboui 
to  be  officially  recommended  for  considera 
tion  by  the  Government  of  New  South 
Wales  ■ 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman.— That  is  absurd; 
half  the  members  of  the  New  South  Wales 
Government  are  against  it.  The  honorable 
member  knows  that  himself. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — We  know  nothing 
of  the  kind 

Mr.  David  Thomson. — Lyndhurst  is  in* 
Mr.  Waddell's  electorate. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  know  that,  but 
what  has  it  to  do  with  the  question?  Whv 
does  not  the  honorable  member  make  a  simi- 
lar interjection  concerning  sites  which  are 
in  the  electorates  of  other  honorable  mem- 
bers? 

Mr.  David  Thomson.  —  The  remark 
applies  to  them  in  just  the  same  way. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— Honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  make  such  interjections  with 
regard  to  those  who  favour  Lyndhurrt,  but 
not  concerning  the  advocates  of  other  sites, 
who  all  along  havp  been  doing  their  best 
for  their  electorates.  More  power  to 
them;  I  do  not  criticise  them  on  that  ac- 
count. I  do  not  see  what  point  there  is 
in  the  interjection  that  Lyndhurst  is  in  the 
electorate  of  the  Premier  of  New  South 
Wales.  Of  course  it  is.  But  that  fact 
would  go  for  nothing  if  the  people  of  New 
South  Wales  were  not  behind  the  site. 
Since  the  practicability  of  this  site  has 
been  challenged  by  an  expert  of  the  charac- 
ter of  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan,  who  believes  that  to  construct  there 
artificial  works  for  conserving  water  will 
be  to  menace  the  health  of  the  people  in 
the  district,  we  ought  to  have  the  benefit 
of  all  the  available  engineering  skill  which 
has  been  devoted  to  the  investigation  of 
such    questions.     With    respect    to  the 
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opinions  of  other  engineers,  who  would 
probabl}^  report  adversely,  I  would  remaxk 
that  that  oiuld  not  be  so  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Pridham,  because  he  furnished  the  figures 
which,  after  checking,  have  been  adopted 
by  Mr.  Wade  in  the  preparation  of  the  case 
submitted  last  night  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Macquarie. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby— Minister 
of  Home  Affairs). — I  do  not  know  that  the 
Government  can  complain  altogether  of  the 
delay  in  the  transaction  of  business  which 
has  been  caused  by  this  debate.  But,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  is  certain  that  the  Go- 
vernment are  not  getting  quite  as  much 
support  in  their  endeavour  to  push  forward 
the  settlement  of  the  Capital  Sites  question^ 
as,  perhaps,  they  had  a  right  to  expect 
fnHH  some  quarters.  A  request  has  been 
submitted  to-day,  which,  it  seems  to  me, 
the  honorable  member  for  Macquarie  can- 
not reasonably  think  that  the  House  is 
likely  to  grant. 

Mr.  SypNEY  Smith. — I  do  not  see  why 
ilie  House  should  not,  if  we  are  to  have  fair 
play. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Such  a  request 
should  only  be  granted  in  the  event  of 
very  serious  misstatements  having  been 
made.  I  am  expressing  my  individual 
opinion  in  this  respect,  but  my  view  cer- 
tainly is  that  only  in  the  case  of  very  seri- 
ou"!  misstatements  would  it  be  advisable  to 
call  any  person  to  the  Bar  of  the  House. 
It  is  a  most  unusual  procedure,  and  is  very 
seldom  adopted  by  any  Parliament.  I  have 
never  heard  of  its  being  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  rebutting  statements  made  by 
way  of  interjection  in  the  course  of  a  de- 
bate. It  is  a  most  remarkable  request.  All 
kinds  of  statements  have  been  made  in  in- 
terjections and  in  speeches  about  each  of 
the  suggested  sites. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — The  honorable 
gentleman  made  a  statement  himself. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Does  the  honor- 
able member  for  Macquarie  suggest  that  I 
made  any  statement  that  was  unfair  to  Mr. 
Wade  ?  I  can  assure  him  that  I  did  not 
for  a  moment  mean  to  suggest  that  Mr. 
Wade  was  a  partisan  of  any  site. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — I  do  not  know  his 
opinion. 

^Ir.  BATCHELOR.— I  do  not  know  his 

opinion  either.  I  have  not  the  slightest 
idea  what  it  is.  Indeed,  I  do  not  care. 
He  i.s  certainly  an  eminent  engineer,  and 
to  the  extent  that  his  professional  skill  en- 
titles him  to  receive  from  this  House  the 
very  fullest  credence,  he  would  have  that 


and  no  more.  His  professional  skill  is  the 
main  point;  his  personal  opinion  is  quite 
another  question.  So  far  as  concerns  the 
information  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber desires  to  obtain,  I  desire  to  say  that 
if  Mr.  Wade  submits  a  statement  to  the  Go- 
vernment they  will  take  care  that  it  is  made 
available  to  honorable  members.  Surely 
nothing  more  than  that  can  be  desired.  No- 
thing more  can  reasonably  be  asked  for. 
If  the  honorable  member  for  Macquarie 
had  put  a  simple  question,  the  Government 
would  at  once  have  complied  with  bis  re- 
quest. 

Mr,  Sydney  Smith. — I  want  Mr.  Wade 
to  answer  questions  put  to  him,  and  to  meet 
objections  raised  by  honorable  members. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.  — The  honorable 
member  will  see  that  if  that  practice  were 
adopted  every  supporter  of  a  Capital  Site 
might  make  a  similar  request  If  we  are 
to  have  experts  called  to  the  Bar  of  the 
House  to  be  examined  by  honorable  mem- 
bers, how  long  will  it  probably  take  to 
settle  the  matter?  Instead  of  days  or 
weeks  being  occupied,  it'might  take  months, 
or  perhaps  years,  to  settle  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  would  be  bad  for 
Mr.  Wade  if  it  took  so  long  as  that  to 
examine  him. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— But  there  are  other 
experts  who  might  also  be  called  with  just 
as  much  reason  in  connexion  with  other 
sites.  All  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Macquarie  can  reasonably  ask  for  is  what 
I  have  already  offered  to  do.  If  Mr. 
Wade  likes  to  send  a  full  statement  to 
the  Government  we  shall  be  happy  to 
make  it  available  to  honorable  members. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^What  we  suggest 
would  be  a  quicker  way  of  securing  the 
information. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  honorable 
member  surely  does  not  put  that  suggestion 
forward  seriously? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  do,  indeed. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— What  the  honor- 
able member  for  Macquarie  really  urges 
is  that  the  special  engineering  skill  of  Mr, 
Wade  should  be  made  available  to  honor- 
able members.  I  am  quite  prepared  to 
agree  to  that  by  circulating  any  statement 
which  Mr.  Wade  may  make. 

Mr.  'Fowler. — ^Why  not  appoint  a  Select 
Committee  to  examine  him? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— We  should  cer- 
tainly not  appoint  a  Select  Committee.  If 
we  did  that  we  should  have  all  kinds  of 
statements  made.  I  suggest  that  the  honor- 
able member  should  accept  the  undertaking 
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now  given,  and  let  the  House  get  on  with 
the  discussion  of  the  sites. 

Mr.  BROWN  (Canobolas). — Certainly 
the  course  of  procedure  which  the  honor- 
able member  for  Macquarie  asks  'the 
Gowmment  to  consent  to  is  unusual,  and 
it  requires  a  considerable  amount  of  reason 
to  justify  it.  But  in  view  of  the  treatment 
which  the  honorable  member  for  Macquarie 
received  last  night,  and  also  in  view  of 
the  influences  at  work  in  the  House  

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — Underground  in- 
fluences. 

Mr.  BROWN. — There  is  ample  justifica- 
tion for  the  action  taken  by  him.  What 
is  the  position?  First  of  all,  we  had  ex- 
pert reports  upon  all  the  sites — the  western 
sites,  the  southern  sites,  and  the  south- 
eastern sites.  All  the  sites  now  mainly 
under  consideration  were  dealt  with 
by  experts  appointed  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume  when  he  was  Minister 
of  Home  Affairs  in  the  Barton  Government. 
At  the  close  of  the  debate  in  the  last  Parlia- 
ment a  certain  movement  was  made  by  the 
then  Minister  of  Hcxne  Affairs  for  the 
purpose  of  supplementing  the  information 
then  available,  and  the  House  was  given  to 
understand  that  an  inquiry  was  to  be  held 
in  order  to  obtain  same  special  information 
that  had  been  o^^rlooked  on  the  previous 
occasion.  But  we  find  that  the  supple- 
mentary inquiry  with  regard  to  the  Bom- 
bala  and  Timiut  sites  has  been  as  exhaus- 
tive as,  if  not  more  exhaustive  than,  the 
inquiry  entered  into  by  the  expert  Cranmis- 
sioners.  The  -nhole  question  has  been 
reviewed  from  every  possible  stand-point, 
and  every  tittle  of  information  which  it 
was  possible  to  obtain  has  been  brought  to 
bear.  I  do  not  object  to  that.  The 
House  should  be  placed  iu  possessicm  of 
all  the  information  bearing  up<Mi  the  ques- 
tion. But  the  honorable  member  for 
Macquarie— -and  I  agree  with  him — asks 
that  a  similar  inquiry  should  be  extended 
to  Lyndhurst.  We  were  refused  that  by  the 
late  GoTCrnment.  We  were  informed  that 
the  information  available  covered  all  that 
was  necessary.  Whenever  we  asked  that 
the  same  treatment  as  was  extended 
to  the  other  sites  should  be  extended 
to  Lyndhurst  we  were  met  by  a  refusal. 
When  I  pot  possession  of  the  supplementary 
reports  about  a  fortnight  ago,  I  made  a  spe- 
cial visit  to  Sydnev  in  order  to  bring  the 
matter  under  the  notice  of  the  State  Govern- 
ment. I  was  not  successful  in  seeing  the 
State  Premier.  But  I  endeavoured  to  get  all 
the  information  I  could  with  respect  to  the 


Lyndhurst  site.  I  consider  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Macquarie  has  done  the 
right  thing  in  endeavcuiing  to  bring  the  in- 
formation up  to  date,  and  to  place  honorable 
members  in  a  position  to  judge  this  site  on 
the  newer  and  wider  information  which  is 
now  available.  Since  the  investigad(»is 
were  made  by  the  Commission  of  experts — 
and  these  were  mainiy  confined  to  a  pre- 
scribed am — a  considerable  section  of  die 
people  in  the  western  distiicts  have  taken 
up  the  (luestidft  of  dealing  with  the  source 
of  water  supply  which  has  been  reported 
upon  lately  by  Mr.  Wade,  and  deputations, 
of  whicli  i  was  a  member,  have  waited  on 
the  State  Government  to  deal  with  the  ques- 
tion from  a  State  stand-point,  and  not  par- 
ticularly from  a  Federal  stand-point.  I 
know  that  I  cannot  enter  i^ito  full  details  at 
this  stage,  but  I  wish  to  indicate  that  there 
is  now  available  more  information  than  was 
available  when  the  Commission  of  experts 
made  their  inquiries,  and  that  information 
has  been  secured  by  the  State  Department 
for  other  than  Federal  purposes.  A  league 
has  been  formed  to  secure  the  erection  of 
a  weir  and  conservation  of  water  for  purely 
State  purposes.  I  am  a  member  of  the 
league,  which  I  believe  includes  the  Prime 
Minister  and  several  members  of  the  State 
Parliament.  That  shows  that  since  the  first 
inquiry  was  made  the  attention  of  the  State 
Parliament  has  been  specially  concentrated 
(HI  this  source  of  supply  for  purposes  of 
water  oHiserN'ation,  and  it  is  admitted  by 
the  Ministry  that  it  reaches  the  proportions 
of  a  national  scheme,  affecting  all  interests 
along  the  Lachlan  River.  I  wish  row  to 
refer  to  the  question  of  Mr.  Wade  s  report. 
The  honorable  member  for  Eden-Monaro 
will  not  dare  to  rise  here  and  question 
straight  out  the  ability  of  Mr.  Wade  to  deal 
with  this  matter.  Mr.  Wade  is  a  gentleman 
who  has  risen  from  the  ranks  in  the  Public 
Service  of  the  State  until  he  has  attained 
the  position  of  chief  officer  of  the  Dt^part- 
ment  of  Water  Conservation.  But  the  hon- 
orable meml)pr  comes  to  the  House,  and 
points  to  a  number  of  instances  of  waste- 
ful expenditure  by  the  Department  in  rears 
past,  and  by  innuendo  he  tries  to  lead 
honorable  members  to  believe  that  Mr. 
Wade  had  something  to  do  with  the  com- 
mission of  those  mistakes. 

Mr.  Austin'  Chapm.an. — Xot  so. 

Mr.  BROWN.— I  am  clad  to  havp  the 
honorable  member's  denial,  because  Mr. 
Wade  attained  his  position  as  the  result  of 
those  mistakes,  and  the  crfficers  who  were  re- 
sponsible for  them  had  to  quit  the  sen-ice. 
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The  present  Government  of  New  South 
Wales  has  decided  to  make  the  question  of 
water  conservation  an  important  item  in  its 
programme.  The  people  of  the  State  realize 
the  need  for  water  conservation  throughout 
its  length  and  breadth,  and  no  matter  what 
Government  may  have  the  control  of  its 
destinies,  it  must  be  prepared  to  make  that 
question  one  of  the  main  planks  of  its  plat- 
form in  the  near  future.  For  the  purpose 
of  thoroughly  equipping  the  State  to  deal 
with  this  great  question,  the  See  Govern- 
ment sent  Mr.  Wade  on  a  special  mission  to 
America  to  make  inquiry  and  report,  and  he 
has  only  recently  returned.  I  believe  that 
there  is  no  man  in  the  States  to-day  who 
is  so  well  posted  as  Mr.  Wade  with  up-to- 
date  information  on  this  subject.  If  hon- 
orable members  had  received  his  report 
last  night  in  the  spint  in  which  they  are 
prepared  to  receive  the  •  reports  of  other 
officers,  I  should  hare  said  that  this  action 
on  the  part  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Macquarie  was  uncalled  for.  But  how  wjs 
it  received  liere?  Every  innuendo  was 
thrown  out  against  it,  and  there  were  circu- 
lated here,  not  only  newspaper  letters  or 
reports,  but  anonymous  letters  condemning 
this  site  as  being  unsuitable  from  the  stand- 
point of  water  supplv. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.-^rder!  The  hon- 
orable member  is  clearly  anticipating  the 
debate  in  Committee. 

Mr.  BROWN.— I  do  not  wish  to  do 
that.  I  desire  to  state  this  fact  as  a  reisiHi 
why  some  official  action  should  be  takm  to 
place  before  the  House  Mr.  Wade's  infor- 
mation, so  that  honorable  members  may  be 
satisfied  that  it  is  reliable.  I  understand 
Mr.  Wade  is  at  present  in  Melbourne;  I 
have  not  had  an  interview  with  him.  but  the 
honorable  member  for  Macquarie  intimates 
that  he  is  available  to  the  House.  If  it 
thinks  that  the  information  which  was  sup-' 
plied  is  not  correct,  it  has  the  right  and 
opportunity  of  calling  Mr.  Wade  to  the  Bar, 
and  questioning  him. 

Mr.  Webster. — ^Who  has  thrown  any 
doubt  on  the  report? 

Mr.  BROWN.— Doubt  has  been  ex- 
pressed all  round. 

Mr.  Webster. — Not  at  all. 

Mr.  BROWN.— The  honorable  member 
*  for  Macquarie  was  met  with  a  running  fire 
of  interjections  from  all  parts  of  the  House 
when  he  was  submitting  the  document. 
The  main  objection  taken  to  the  site  was 
based  on  the  question  of  water  supply, 
the  practicability  of  which  has  been 
discredited   by   more  than  <xie  speaker. 


But  I  cannot  deal  with  that  now. 
If  honorable  members  feel  that  the 
report  is  not  the  handiwork  of  Mr.  W.ule, 
he  is  here,  and  may  be  questioned.  J  am 
not  altogether  favorable  to  the  Jragginj; 
of  an_y  public  {^cer  before  the  House  to  be 
examined  by  honorable  members,  because 
I  do  not  think  that  is  a  proper  way  to 
elicit  informajtion,  miless  there  is  .some 
very  special  reason  for  taking  that  a}urse. 
Why  should  not  the  Government  ask  Mr. 
Wade  to  supply  them  with  an  official  re- 
port— on  which  would  be  staked  his  re- 
putation as  the  Engineer -in-Chief  of  Water 
Conservation  in  New  South  Wales,  and 
which,  I  believe,  would  be  accepted  by 
the  large  majority  of  honorable  members 
as  being  substantially  correct.  That  has 
been  done  with  respect  to  Mr.  Pridham's 
report. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — We  have  already 
agreed  to  that. 

Mr.  BROWN.— I  am  very  pleased  to 
hear  that  intimation.  That,  I  think,  pretty 
well  clears  the  way.  I  realize  that  some 
good  has  been  done  by  this  discussion  in 
reaching  that  position,  because,  so  far  as 
I  could  ascertain,  there  seemed  to  be  a 
very  strong  desire  not  to  allow  this  site 
to  receive  the  sair^p  amount  of  inquiry  and 
investigation  as  has  been  allowed  in  the 
case  of  other  sites. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatte).— I 
find  that  I  unwittingly  did  the  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan  a  wrong  in 
my  comment  on  some  remarks  whidi  he 
made  just  now,  and  I  ask  permission  to 
make  the  correction.  I  find  that  I  did 
not  read  enough  of  his  speech  as  reported 
in  Hansard,  and  had  I  read  the  words  pre- 
ceding the  quotation  which  he  made  from 
his  report,  the  -matter  would  have  been 
clear.  I  find  that  his  statement,  suggest- 
ing grave  menara  and  danger  to  the  Capi- 
tal Site  froni  the  water  supply,  relates  to 
the  construction  of  an  artificial  lake, 
as  a  beauty  spot  and  a  water  frontage 
pure  and  simple,  and  does  not  relate  to 
the  water  supply  proper.  Had  I  known 
that,  I  certainly  should  not  have  made  the 
remarks  I  did  concerning  that  report. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa).— After  listening 
to  the  remarks  about  the  water  supply  of 
Lyndhurst,  I  think  it  comes  very  late  in  the 
day.  indeed,  for  the  honorable  member  for 
Macquarie  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta  to  say  that  the  supply  of  water 
there  is  as  abundant  as  they  try  to 
make  out.  I  was  told  that  during  the  last 
drought  the  people  there  had  to  dig  wella 
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and  put  in  drives  for  the  purpose  of  get- 
ting sufi&cient  water,  and  it  had  to  be  done 
on  half-rations,  too.  That  is  the  place  in 
which  the  honorable  member  for  Mac- 
<iuarie  wii;hes  to  establish  the  Federal 
Capital  ! 

Mr.  Brown. — Where  was  that  ? 

Mr.  PAGE.— At  Bathurst,  Orange— 
everywhere  in  the  district.  A  most  pecu- 
liar thing  is  that  these  honorable  members 
want  to  back  it  up — I  shall  not  say  by 
faked  figures— by  a  prejudiced  report  and 
for  political  reascms.  The  present  Premier 
of  New  South  Wales  has  long  represented, 
and  is  now  seeking  to  represent,  a  con- 
stituency in  that  district.  He  is  now  fight- 
ing for  his  very  political  existence,  and  I 
think  it  is  a  prostitution  of  parliamentary 
power  on  the  part  of  the  Premier  of  New 
South  Wales  to  send  

Mr.  Sydney  Smith.— I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  The  honorable  member  has 
stated  that  I  hare  taken  this  course  with  a 
view  of  helping  the  Premier  of  New  South 
Wales  in  his  contest;  but  it  is  well  known 
that  that  honorable  gentleman  and  I  are 
St  long  political  opponents. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — ^That  is  not  a  point  of 
order. 

Mr.  PAGE.— I  emphatically  deny  that 
I  made  such  a  statement. 

yiz.  Sydney  Smith. — I  aorept  the  hon- 
orable member's  disclaimer ;  but  I  under- 
stood him  to  imply  that. 

Mr.  PAGE.— I  did  not. 

Mr.  Brown. — I  desire  to  know,  sir, 
whether  (he  honorable  member  for  Marannn 
is  in  order  in  saying  that  the  Premier  of 
New  South  Wales  has  prostituted  his  posi- 
tion because  he  has  acceded  to  the  request 
made  to  him  bv  the  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta  and  myself,  to  have  this  infor- 
mation supplied  for  the  convenience  of 
honorable  members? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
l)er  did  not  say  that,  and  if  he  had  I  am  not 
sure  that  it  would  have  been  out  of  order. 

Mr.  PAGE.— It  shows  that  I  am  hitting 
these  honorable  members  very  hard  in- 
deed, when  they  have  to  rise  and 
attribute  to  me  words  whidi  I  never 
uttered.  I  do  not  care  what  site 
is  selected,  though,  of  course,  for  many 
reasons  I  favour  the  Southern  Monaro  sites. 
The  honorable  member  for  Canobotas  has 
referred  to  the  past  misdoings  of  engineers 
with  respect  to  water  supply  in  New 
South  Wales.  Does  he  wish  to  see  that 
sort  of  thing  perpetuated  m  regard  to  the 


Federal  Capital?  Although  we  have  a 
chance  of  getting  a  water  supply  which  we 
know  is  second  to  none  in  Australia,  yet 
honorable  members  wish  to  bolster  up  their 
contention,  and  put  the  Commonwealth  in 
the  same  unfortunate  position  that  New 
South  Wales  is  in.  I  do  not  know  Mr. 
Wade,  but  I  have  read  many  of  his  works 
on  hydraulic  engineering  and  water  supply, 
and  I  look  upon  him  as  one  of  the  greatest 
authorities  on  those  subjects  In  the  Cooamon- 
wealth.  But  apart  from  that,  it  seems 
a  very  strange  thing  to.  me  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Macquarie  should  wish  tc 
bring  from  New  South  Wales  a  public 
officer  to  give  evidence  on  one  particular 
site.  If  the  honorable  member  is  honest, 
let  him  ask  the  House  to  bring  Mr.  Wade 
here  to  be  questioned  on  every  site. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — I  am  quite  willing 
to  do  that.  I  shall  ask  leare  to  alter  the 
motion. 

Mr.  PAGE. — ^And  once  we  have  got  Mr. 

Wade  to  the  Bar  of  the  House,  let  us  as- 
certain who  was  guilty  of  spending  millions 
of  money  in  New  South  Wales  on  water 
supply  works. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — I  shall  give  the 
honorable  member  an  opportunity  of  voting 
in  that  way. 

Mr.  PAGE.— That  is  right.  Every  time 
the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta  rises 
he  addresses  the  House  in  such  a  pedantic 
manner  that  he  has  assumed  the  position  of 
lecturemaster-general  of  the  Government, 
or  whomsoever  is  opposed  to  any  scheme 
that  he  brings  forward. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  leave  that  to  the 
honorable  member,  who  does  it  every  time 
he  speaks. 

Mr.  PAGE. — The  honorable  member  ad- 
dresses the  House  in  this  style — "  How  daie 
you  do  such  a  thing?  I  have  spoken,  and 
that  is  quite  enough."  I  shall  not  submit 
to  be  dictated  to  by  the  honorable 
member  in  his  role  of  lecturemaster- 
general  .  I  hold  an  equal  position  in 
the  Chamber  with  the  honorable  mem- 
ber, and  while  I  do  t  shall  assert  mv 
rights  every  time.  I  should  like  to  move 
that  some  outside  apert  be  introduced.  Tt 
seems  that  these  brethren  from  New  South 
Wales  cannot  agree  as  to  the  best  site. 
A  Commission,  consisting  of  engineers 
from  each  State,  has  dealt  with  the  matter, 
but  they  could  not  agree,  and  I  fhink  th.»t 
the  best  and  cheapest  way  to  get  over 
the  difficulty,  will  be  to  import  an  up-to- 
date  man  from  America,  and  ask  him  to 
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choose  a  site,  the  Government  abiding  by 
his  decision. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — We  do  n-rt  wont 
any  Yankees  here. 

Mr.  PAGE. — Honorable  members  op- 
pKJsite  have  been  Yankeeing  all  the  time. 
It  is  the  representatives  of  New  South 
Wales  who  are  responsible  for  the  delay 
which  has  occurred. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  as  true  as 
everything  else  that  the  honorable  member 
has  said. 

Mr.  PAGE.— The  honorable  member 
knows  that  it  is  true.  Any  one  who  reads 
the  Hansard  reports  will  see  that  all  the 
dissension  is  due  to  the  actitm  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  New  South  Wales.  I" 
am  willing  to  givt  my  vote  to-day,  and  I 
feet  certain  that  the  mind  of  every  other 
honorable  member  is  made  up,  so  that  all 
the  talk  to  which  we  are  compelled  to 
listen  will  not  influence  any  one,  and  will 
only  have  the  effect  of  filling  up  Hansard. 
If  New  South  Wales  members  wish  for  a 
site  to  be  chosen,  the  sooner  they  allow  us 
to  come  to  a  rate  the  better. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  honorable 
member  would  give  his  State  away,  I  sup- 
pose? 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  am  no  traitor,  either  to 
my  State,  or  to  the  Commonwealth.  I 
have  never  been  a'  renegade.  The  hon- 
orable member  is  again  assuming  the  part 
of  dictator  and  lecturemaster-general.  He 
knows  what  I  mean. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook, — I  know  that  what 
the  honorable  member  is  uttering  is  not 
true. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta  must  withdraw  that  re- 
mark. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  do  not  take  any  notice 
of  what  the  honorable  member  says.  If 
honorable  members  opposite  are  so  anxious 
that  the  matter  shall  be  dealt  with  only  on 
complete  information,  let  the  determina- 
tion of  the  question  be  postponed  to  an- 
other session,  and  let  the  Government  take 
the  course  I  have  suggested,  of  appcunting 
an  expert  from  some  other  country  to  make 
a  recommendation  on  the  subject.  That  is 
the  easiest  way  out  of  the  difficulty.  I 
have  not  taken  part  in  arty  of  the  picnics 
to  the  various  sites,  nor  Jiave  I  visited 
anv  of  the  places  named ;  but  I  have  asked 
unbiased  engineers,  to  whom  it  does  not 
matter  which  site  is  chosen,  and  I  shall 
vote  on  the  information  I  have  received 
from  them.    If  we  agree  to  examine  Mr. 


Wade  at  the  Bar  of  the  House,  we  shall 
commence  a  course  of  procedure  the  effect 
of  which  cannot  be  foreseen.  In  the  first 
place.  Mr.  Wade  himself  will  be  placed 
in  a  very  unpleasant  position. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — Why?  He  will 
simply  be  asked  to  tell  the  truth. 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  do  not  suppose  that  he 
will  have  any  difficulty  in  telling  the  truth ; 
but  if  he  is  cross-examined,  be  may  be 
placed  in  a'  very  difficult  position  in  re- 
gard to  other  profe8si<»)al 

Mr.  McWiLLiAUS. — ^Let  them  stand  on 
their  reputations. 

Mr.  PAGE.— That  is  all  very  well,  but 
surely  Mr.  Wade  cannot  be  asked  to  pub- 
licly criticise  them.  I  think  that  he  shouFd 
not  be  brought  to  the  Bar.  The  Go- 
vernment have  said  that  they  are  willing 
to  obtain  a  report  from  Mr.  Wade  on  ihe 
Lyndhurst  site,  or  on  anv  other  site,  and 
I  think  that  that  is  all  that  is  necessarv. 

Mr.  McLEAN  (Gippsland).— No  one 
can  blame  the  h(Miorable  member  for  Mac- 
quarie  for  doing  all.  he  can  to  place  the 
site  of  which  h^  is  such  an  able  and  earnest 
advocate  in  the  most  favorable  light.  T 
wish  to  have  the  fullest  information  on  all 
the  sites,  and,  therefore,  I  shall  be  pre- 
pared to  support  the  honorable  member's 
request  if  he  will  deal  with  them  all  alike. 
I  am  not  a  supporter  of  the  Tooma  site, 
but  I  know  that  a  great  many  honorable 
members  think  well  of  it.  We  have 
had,  however,  no  professional  report 
upon  it.  If  we  are  to  examine  an  ex- 
pert at  the  Bar  of  the  House  in  regard  to 
the  Lyndhurst  site,  I  am  sure  that  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Maoquarie  will  admit 
the  fairness  of  obtaining  an  <^bnal  report 
on  the  Tooma  site,  and  of  examining  the 
engineer  who  furnishes  it.  at  the  Bar  of  the 
House.  If  all  sites  are  treated  alike  in 
this  matter,  I  will  support  the  honorable 
member's  proposal ;  but  any  other  arrange- 
ment would  be  one-sided  and  unfair,  a.id, 
therefore,  could  not  be  supported  bv  me. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson).— 
The  speech  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Gippsland  was  a  very  fair  one,  and  it  was 
to  some  extent  on  the  same  lines  as  that  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Maranoa.  If 
expert  t^ficials  can  be  brought  to  the  Bar 
to  give  us  information  regarding  the 
possibility  of  water  supply  at  the  various 
sites,  we  shall  be  in  a  better  position  in 
choosing  between  those  sites.  A  great 
opportunity  will  be  lost  if  we  do  not  avail 
ourselves  of  Mr.  Wade's  presence  in  Mel- 
bourne to  examine  Him  on  the  possibilities 
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of  the  water  supply  at  Lyndhurst.  Very 
great  discredit  has  been  cast  on  certain 
publications  respecting  the  possibilities  of 
water  supply  there,  and  as  the  Government 
of  New  South  Wales  have,  in  the  interests 
of  the  Commonwealth,  sent  down  an  expert 
to  give  us  information  on  the  subject,  I 
think  we  should  call  him  to  the  Bar, 
and  elicit  from  him  what  he  can  tell  us 
about  the  whole  matter-  The  course  pro- 
posed by  the  honorable  member  for 
Macquarie  is,  no  doubt,  an  unusual  one, 
but  Uie  House  is  on  the  eve  of  making  a 
very  momentous  decision.  There  are  in- 
8tano»  in  histcny  of  seats  of  government 
having  been  removed  from  one  place  to 
another.  That  has  occurred  even  in  Eng- 
land itself.  But  centuries  will  probably 
pass  before  any  community  will  have  before 
it  a  question  such  as  that  wTth  which  we  are 
now  asked  to  deal.  Therefore,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  have  all  possible  information  regard- 
ing water  supply  and  other  matters  of  con- 
sequence before  us.  While  the  Lyndhurst 
site  is  not  far  ficna  my  electorate,  I  would 
not  vote  for  it  unless  it  could  be  shown  that 
an  adequate  water  supply  could  be  obtained 
there.  I  have  told  my  constituents  so.  If  I 
were  convinced  that  the  supply  would  be 
inadequate,  I  should  certainly  turn  my  at- 
tention to  some  other  site.  What  we  must 
have  is  the  best  site  available.  I  hope  that 
the  House  will  agree  to  examine  Mr.  Wade. 
The  Government  have  offered  to  obtain  a 
report  from  him,  but  I' feel  that  more  than 
that  is  required.  We  have  already  been 
supplied  with  a ,  great  number  of  reports, 
and  many  of  us  will  not  have  time  to  study 
further  reports.  In  my  opinion,  all  the  ex- 
perts available  should  be  brought  before  the 
House,  so  that  honorable  members  may  ob- 
tain from  them  the  information  they  require, 
without  the  trouble  of  looking  up  reptwts 
which  many  of  us  have  not  die  necessary 
time  to  read. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir).— I  cannot  see 
any  justification  for  the  course  proposed  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Macquarie.  I  have 
every  respect  for  Mr.  Wade,  but  the  fact 
that  the  honorable  member  asks  that  he 
shall  be  examined  at  the  Bar,  when  he  has 
already  furnished  us  with  a  report  on  the 
Lyndhurst  water  supply,  shows  that  the 
honorable  member  is  not  satisfied  with  that 
repcHt. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — I  am  satisfied  with 

it 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Then  why  examine 
Mr.  Wade  at  the  Bar  of  "the  House? 


Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — ^Because  certain 
honorable  mentis  say  that  they  are  not 
satisfied  with  the  information  which  I  have 
alreadv  placed  before  the  House. 

Mr.'WEBSTER.—I  have  as  much  con- 
fidence in  Mr.  Wade  as  I  have  in  the  officers 
who  occupy  similar  positions  in  the  other 
States.  I  know  that  it  is  customary  to  eu- 
logize the  heads  of  Departments  upon  their 
assumption  of  office  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
lead  one  to  believe  that  they  can  be  abso- 
lutely trusted  to  lay  down  perfect  lines 
in  regard  to  future  administration.  If  Afr. 
Wade  be  examined  at  the  Bar  of  the  House, 
what  will  happen?  Every  tumorable  m^sm- 
ber  will  be  afforded  an  oppcntunity  of 
cross-examining  him  as  to  his  qualifications. 
In  doing  so,  those  who  are  familiar  wirh 
the  blunders  which  have  been  committed 
in  connexion  with  water  conservation  works 
in  New  South  Wales  will  of  necessity 
question  him  in  such  a  way  as  will  intro- 
duce the  names  of  other  officials  - 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — In  New  South 
Wales  there  have  not  been  nearly  the  same 
number  of  blunders  craunitted  as  have  oc- 
curred in  the  other  States 

Mr. .  WEBSTER.— I  admit  that  errors 
have  been  made  in  Victoria  such  as  have 
not  occurred  eleswhere.  I  very  much  ques- 
ti(Mi  the  wisdom  of  summoning  Mr.  Wade 
to  the  Bar  of  the  House  to  give  evidence 
under  such  conditions.  The  honorable 
member  for  Gippsland  has  stated  the  con- 
dition upon  which  he  is  prepared  to  sup- 
port the  suggestion  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Macquarie.  Does  he  seriously  con- 
tend that  experts  other  than  Mr.  Wade 
should  be  examined?  The  Government 
have  already  indicated  their  willingness  to 
obtain  a  report  from  him. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber afraid  to  allow  Mr.  Wade  to  be  ex- 
amined ? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  have  the  same  con- 
fidence in  Mr.  Wade's  report  that  I  have 
in  the  reports  submitted  by  other  experts 
upon  various  aspects  of  this  question. 
Having  that  report  before  us,  what  more 
do  we  require?  It  is  true  that  expert 
knowledge  is  of  value  so  far  as  it  relates 
to  the  volume  of  water  which  can  be  con- 
served at  anv  of  the  sites.  But  I  hold 
that  the  engineering  blunders  which  have 
been  committed  in  connexion  with  provid- 
ing water  supplies  to  various  country  towns 
in  New  South  Wales,  afford  the  most  con- 
demnatory evidence  of  expert  knowledge 
that  can  possibly  be  supplied.  Not  only 
do  we  require  to  ascertain  the  volume  of 

Digitjzed  by 


Adjournment       [REPRESENTATIVES.]  (formal). 


water  which  is  available  at  each  particular 
site,  but  also  whether  it  can  be  conserved. 
Further,  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  provide 
against  such  a  result  as  has  occurred  af 

Tamworth,  -where,  after  an  expenditure  of 
50  per  cent,  in  excess  of  the  official  estimate, 
there  is  merely  an  apology  for  a  water 
supply  to-day.  We  require  to  know  the 
character  of  ihe  country  constituting  the 
water  sheds  of  these  particular  areas.  At 
Tamworth  the  water  is  conveyed  to  the 
town  by  gravitation,  but  it  carries  wiih  it 
a  certain  amount  of  soil,  the  presence  of 
which  is  a  menace  to  the  health  of  the 
people.  I  have  seen  that  water  so  dis- 
coloured, when  coming  through  the  bath- 
room tap  that  persons  were  almost  pre- 
vented from  using  it.  It  is  very  unport- 
ant  that  we  should  know  something  as  to 
the  quality  of  the  water  which  can  be  con- 
served. Obviously  any  water  is  useless 
which  contains  deleterious  matter  sufficient  to 
render  it  unfit  for  human  consumption.  If 
it  be  logical  to  summon  an  engineering  ex- 
pert to  the  Bar  of  the  House  to  give  evi- 
dence as  to  the  quantity  of  water  which 
can  be  conserved  at  any  particular  site,  it 
is  equally  lof;u:al  to  summon  an  analyti- 
cal chemist  to  testify  to  the  ele- 
ments which  are  contained  in  that 
water.  Is  there  any  honorable  member 
who  win  deny  the  necessity  which  exists 
foi  making  such  inquiry  ?  The  hwiorable 
member  for  Macquarie  pointed  out  last 
evening  that  a  sample  of  the  water  supply 
at  Orange  had  been  subjected  to  an  analy- 
tical test.  Why  was  it  not  taken  from  the 
Lyndhurst  water-shed?  The  very  fact 
that  it  was  obtained  fron  Orange  indicates 
a  fear  that  the  analyst's  report  upon  a  sam- 
ple taken  from  the  Lyndhurst  water-shed 
would  not  be  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — The  sample  taken 
from  Orange  comes  from  a  part  of  the 
Lyndhurst  water-shed. 

'Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber did  not  indicate  that  last  evening. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — I  infonned  honor- 
able members  that  it  was  taken  from  one 
side  of  the  Cancbolas. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  —  But  the  honorable 
member  also  said  that  the  Lyndhurst  water 
supply  would  be  situated  upon  the  other 
side  of  the  Canobolas.  The  proposition  that 
the  water  can  run  from  one  side  of  the 
Canobolas  into  a  dam  upon  the  other,  is  a 
most  remarkable  one.  Personally  I  am  not 
prejudiced  in  favour  of  any  site.  It  is 
obvious,  however,  that  the  most  important 
factor  in  connexiOT  with  any  Federal  Capi- 


tal is  its  water  supply.  Without  a  supply 
of  pure  water  no  capital  can  be  a  success. 
In  company  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Macquarie  I  inspected  the  Lyndhurst  site, 
and  endeavoured,  in  the  limited  time  at 
my  disposal,  to  investigate  the  character 
of  the  surrounding  country,  and  the  pos- 
sibilities of  its  water-shed. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  Order.  The  time 
for  the  discussion  of  this  moticm  has  ex- 
pired. The  Clerk  will  call  on  the  Orders  of 
the  Day. 

SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT  BILL. 

In  Committee  (Consideration  resumed 
from  sSih  July,  vide  page  3725): 

Clause  2  (Determination  of  Seat  of  Go- 
vernment). 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir).— As  we  are 
now  in  Committee  on  the  Bill,  I  shall  not 
deal  further  with  fhe  question  which  was 
under  consideration  on  the  motion  of  ad- 
journment, but  shall  proceed  to  review  the 
various  sites  proposed.  I  took  advantage 
of  th^  opportunity  afforded  honorable  mem- 
bers to  inspect  the  sites,  not  because  I 
desired  a  mere  pleasure  trip,  but  because  I 
felt  that  it  was  my  duty  as  a  repres^tative 
of  the  people  to  personally  investigate  the 
merits  of  the  several  districts.  The  par- 
lian^^ntary  tours  of  inspection  have  been 
most  unfairly  referred  to  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Macquarie  as  mere  picnicing 
excursions,  and  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney  has  also  spoken  in  a 
most  reprehensible  way  of  the  "  drawing  of 
corks"  which,  he  suggests.  t(x>k  place  on  the.se 
occasions.  I  went  to  Tumut,  and  was  con- 
vinced that  it  was  unsuitE^le  as  a  site  for  the 
Federal  Capital.  One  does  not  need  the 
assistance  of  an  engineer  to  enable  him  to 
judge  of  the  conformation  of  the  country, 
and  to  ascertain  the  reason  why  fogs  pre- 
vail or  a  hiunid  atmosphere  exists.  Any 
man  possessed  of  ordinary  common-sense  is 
able,  from  his  experience,  to  determine 
these  matters  for  himself.  As  the  result  of 
my  inspection.  I  felt  satisfied  that  the  sites 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Tumut 
did  not  possess  the  characteristics  es- 
sential to  a  Federal  city.  I  recognised  that 
Tumut  would  be  subject  to  dense  fogs  in 
winter,  and  that  in  the  summer  months  the 
atmosphere  would  be  humid— climatic  con- 
ditions  that  should  not  be  associated  with 
the  Federal  Capital.  The  water  supply, 
however,  would  certainly  be  sufficient  for 
all  requirements.  One  could  see  the  water 
for  himself,  and  that  is  more  than  can  t)e 
said  in  connexion    with,  some   of  the 
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other  sites.  I  watched  the  stream  of 
water  flowing  at  my  feet,  and  was 
almost  able  to  calculate  for  myself 
what  would  be  the  volume  available  for  the 
Capital  if  it  were  established  there.  I  was 
convinced,  however,  that  the  climatic  con- 
ditions would  not  be  conducive  to  the  health 
of  a  large  population ;  the  country 
which  we  traversed  was  difficult,  and 
the  area  of  suitable  land  available  was  ex- 
ceedingly circumscribed.  I  drew  a  mental 
picture  of  what  would  be  the  appearance  of 
the  Federal  Capital  on  this  site,  considered 
what  fadlides  there  would  be  for  malting 
such  parks  and  gardens  as  should  be  found 
in  a  Capital,  and  what  area  of  suitable  land 
would  be  available  for  its  suburbs,  and  ar- 
rived at  the  conclusion  that  I  could  not  sup- 
port the  selection  of  Tumut  or  of  any  of  the 
sites  in  the  vicinity.  We  then  inspected 
Batlow,  which  has  already  been  favorably 
commented  up«i,  and  found  that  its  cli- 
matic omditions  were  distinctly  supe- 
rior to  those  prevailing  at  Tumut.  Batlow 
occupies  a  more  elevated  position,  and  we 
felt  that  the  atmosphere  was  altogether  dif- 
ferent. If  the  Capital  were  established 
there  it  would  be  sheltered  from  the  biting 
winds  of  winter,  which  are  so  prejudicial 
to  health ;  but  here  again  the  area 
of  undulating  country  available  is  cir- 
cumscribed. There  was  evidence  of  an 
abundant  water  supply — very  different 
frran  that  which  would  be  available 
at  Lyndhurst,  where  a  supply  would  have  to 
be  gathered  from  all  parts  of  the  district 
and  COTiveyed  in  channels  or  tunnels  to  the 
Capital.  At  Batlow  supply  would  be 
sufficient,  not  merely  for  domestic  require- 
ments, but  to  provide  the  necessary  power 
for  heating  and  lighting  the  city  and 
for  other  purposes.  In  three  respects 
— namely,  climatic  conditions,  purity  of 
water  supply,  and  water  power  available, 
I  found  that  Batlow  was  all  that 
could  be  desired ;  nevertheless,  it 
does  not  contain  all  the  requirements 
of  a  Federal  Capital  site.  In  the  course  of 
this  pleasure  trip — because  it  was  a  plea- 
sure, notwithstanding  the  discomforts  of  tra- 
velling, to  know  that  one  was  doing  his  duty 
to  his  country  in  inspecting  these  sites — ^we 
visited  Lyndhurst.  I  was  in  no  way  pre- 
judiced against  that  site,  but  went  there 
determined  to  do  it  full  justice.  Although 
we  inspected  it  in  the  month  of  May,  the 
road  along  which  we  travelled  for  some 
miles  was  a  very  dusty  one.  I  do  not  wish 
to  question  the  veracity  of  those  who  sup- 
port the  selecti(»i  of  this  site,  but  we  know 


.  that  a  man  who  is  enthusiastically  in  favour 
of  a  particular  district  is  not  the  best  per- 
son from  whom  to  obtain  reliable  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  it.  Such  men  are  prone,  not 
wilfully,  but  unw{ittingly,  to  supply  infor- 
mation that  is  not  reliable.  They  look 
only  at  the  bright  side  of  the  picture,  and 
one  must  therefore  discount  their  evidence. 
We  have  been  told  of  the  remarkable  pro- 
ductiveness of  the  land  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Lyndhurst,  and  I  should 
like  to  menticxi  that  during  my  visit  I 
made  inquiries  on  the  subject.  I  know  good 
country  when  I  see  it  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Maoquarie  thinks  that  because  he 
was  reared  among  pumpkins  he  should  be 
regarded  as  an  exceptionally  good  authority 
on  farming.  I  was  bom  and  reared  in  a 
district  in  the  old  country  where  scientific 
farming  is  practised,  and  where  the  occupa- 
tions of  the  farmers  comprise  something 
more  substantial  that  the  growing  of  pump- 
kins and  the  rearing  of  pigs,  so  that  I 
should  have  some  knowledge  of  agricultural 
matters.  I  therefore  resent  the  suggestion  of 
the  hoiujrable  member  for  Macquarie  that, 
because  he  was  bom  in  the  Lyndhurst  dis- 
trict, he  should  be  better  qualified  to  judge 
of  the  productive  character  of  the  country 
than  is  any  other  honorable  member.  In 
my  youth  I  had  an  intimate  experience  of 
agriculture  in  a  district  where  rotation  of 
crops  was  practised,  and  where  one  saw 
truly  scientific  farming.  I  have  represented 
a  pastoral  district  for  some  years,  and  pre- 
sume that  I  should  not  have  been  returned 
to  represent  the  interests  of  the  people  there 
if  I  were  incapable  of  properly  vcadng 
their  aspiratiwis  and  interests.  I  may 
also  mention  that  I  have  travelled  all  over 
the  western  district,  and  should  therefore 
have  some  knowledge  of  its  characteristics. 
In  the  Lyndhurst  district  we  find  undulat- 
ing country,  practically  rolling  downs,  but  it 
is  certainly  not  good  agricultural  land.  I 
am  strengthened  in  that  view  by  the 
opinions  of  those  who  lived  in  this  district 
some  years  aga  I  sought  information,  not 
from  those  who  were  specially  interested  in 
the  selection  of  Lyndhurst,  but  from  a 
source  which  I  knew  would  be  untainted  bv 
personal  omsiderations.  We  have  been  told 
that  yields  of  60  Bushels  of  wheat  to  the 
acre  are  obtainable  there,  but  men  who  at 
one  time  carried  on  agricultural  operations 
in  the  district  informed  me  that  in  really 
good  seasons  they  had  secured  as  much  as 
20  bushels  to  the  acre,  but  that  as  a  rule 
the  return  obtained  bv  them  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  pay  for  the  'labcHi?  of  ploughing, 
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sowing,  and  harvesting,  and  to  cover  the 
cost  of  selling.  That  is  good  evidence  of 
the  agricultural  possibilities  of  the  dis- 
trict. The  fact  that,  although  it  is  vrithin 
easy  distance  of  Sydney,  and  is  connected 
by  rail  with  that  centre  of  distribution,  land 
in  the  district  is  devoted,  not  to  agriculture, 
but  to  pastoral  purposes,  should  be  a  suffi- 
cient answer  to  those  who  claim  that  such 
magnificent  yields  can  be  obtained  from 
it.  We  saw  paddocks  which  at  one  time 
had  been  under  the  plough,  but  had  since 
been  turned  into  sheep  runs.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  land  there  will  carry  about  two 
sheep  to  five  acres. 

Mr.  Tudor. — ^The  iionorable  member 
has  destroyed  the  Opposition;  they  have 
all  left  the  Chamber. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  care  not  whether 
they  are  present  or  absent.  I  am  speaking, 
not  merely  to  honorable  members,  but  to 
the  people  of  Australia.  I  am  responsible 
to  my  constituents  only,  and  I  intend  to 
give  adequate  expression  to  my  views.  The 
Lyndhurst  district  consists  of  what  is  ad- 
mittedly pastoral  country,  and  it  is  de- 
cidedly uninteresting.  We  found  a 
monotonous  sameness  about  it — an  utter 
want  of  picturesqueness.  Here  and  there 
we  saw  little  knolls,  and  a  line  of  moun- 
tains was  dimly  visible  in  the  distance, 
but  we  looked  in  vain  for  wa.ter. 
I  wondered  why  those  whose  duty  it  might 
be  considered  to  be  to  point  out  the  special 
qualifications  of  the  site  did  not  take  me 
to  water,  or  show  me  some  indications  of 
water.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  fact  that 
a  thoughtful,  generous  soul  amongst  us  had 
provided  us  with  something  to  drink, 
we  should  have  been  very  thirsty 
whilst  we  were  inspecting  that  site. 
I  remained  a  day  after  the  party 
left,  and  went  over  the  Ca  nobol  as 
site.  I  had  seen  the  Bathurst  site  the 
morning  before,  and  I  could  not  understand 
for  the  life  of  me  why  honorable  members 
representing  the  district  should  go  back 
upon  those  eligible  sites  in  favour  of  Lynd- 
hurst. When  I  inspected  the  Canobolas 
site  I  found  that  it  was  picturesque,  that 
there  was  pood  rich  agricultural  land  there, 
and  that  the  Lyndhurst  site  could  not  be 
ccsnpared  to  it.  The  Bathurst  site  also  is 
miles  ahead  of  the  Lyndhurst  site  in  suit- 
ability for  a  Federal  Capital.  I  must  ad- 
mit that  there  is  some  doubt  about  the 
water  supply,  even  at  Canobolas.  From 
the  information  I  received.  I  understoood 
that  the  water  supply  at  Oranire  was  near 
*'  petering  out  "  during  the  last  drought, 


and  the  people  were  put  on  short  rations 
in  respect  of  water  for  domestic  and  other 
uses.  That  was  the  only  doubt  X  had  about 
the  Canobolas  site,  but  I  did  see  water  in 
its  vicinity,  and  that  redeemed  it  in  my 
mind  as  compared  to  the  Lyndhurst  site. 
Some  people  wish  to  know  why,  as  a  New 
South  Welshman,  I  do  not  advocate  the  site 
which  comes  nearest  to  the  lOO-miles  limit 
from  Sydney.  Some  politicians  may  be 
dominated  by  press  dictation,  and  may  not 
look  at  this  question  from  a  Commonwealth 
stand-point.  But  in  this  matter  I  shall  be 
guided  first,  not  by  what  some  per- 
sons may  consider  to  be  my  duty 
to  my  own  State,  but  by  what  I 
consider  to  be  my  duty  to  the  Common- 
wealth. If  any  man  in  New  South  Wales 
tells  me  that,  as  a  Federal  member,  I 
should  be  parochial  on  this  question,  I 
am  prepared  to  argue  the  matter 
with  him,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  bend 
to  press  domination,  or  the  commands  of 
certain  New  South  Wales  members,  in 
dealing  with  this  question.  I  drove  over 
the  Canobolas  site,  and  if  I  had  to  give  a 
vote  for  a  site  in  the  western  district,  I 
should  give  my  vote  every  time  for  Orange. 
There  is  no  comparison  between  it  and  the 
other  western  district  sites.  We  left  the 
western  district  sites,  and  travelled  with 
the  honorable  member  for  Eden-Monaro  to 
visit  the  sites  in  his  district.  I  may  say 
that  I  was  greatly  impressed  by  the  sites 
which  we  visited  in  the  Monaro  country. 
The  land  is  possibly  no  better  agricultural 
land  than  that  at  the  Lyndhurst  site;  but 
from  the  evidence  of  my  own  senses,  I 
was  satisfied  that  with  mountains,  snow- 
falls,  and  adiacent  rivers,  there  would  be 
an  ample  supply  of  the  purest  water.  It 
is  quite  unnecessary  that  any  man  should 
he  called  to  the  Bar  of  the  House  to  cor- 
roborate or  verify  a  report  to  that  eflfect 
concerning  the  Mwiaro  sites.  There  is  ob- 
viously room  for  doubt  about  the  existence 
of  a  very  important  factor  if  it  is  neces- 
sary that  an  expert  should  be  brought  to 
the  Bar  of  this  House  to  say  that  it  is  pos- 
sible to  provide  a  water  supply  at  am* 
given  site.  That,  to  my  mind,  is  an  indi- 
cation of  absolute  weakness  in  the  claims 
nf  that  particular  site.  No  expert  «igineers' 
reports  are  recjulred  to  prove  to  any  man 
visiting  the  Monaro  sites  that  an  ample  and 
pure  water  supply  is  to  be  found  there. 
There  is,  of  course,  a  difference  between 
1  he  sites  in  the  onaro  district. 
Some  are  in  my  opinion  better  than 
others   for   the  purposes  of   a  Federal 
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Capital.  Bombala  is  undoubtedly  a  pretty 
site.  There  is  ample  room  there  for  a 
city,  and  the  undulating  country  in  the 
vicinity  supplies  the  elements  of  pictures- 
queness  and  utility.  It  has  one  or  two 
disadvantages,  but  its  general  features 
come  very  near  to  what  is  required  for  the 
purpose  we  have  in  view.  It  must  not 
be  forgotten  that  while  a  good  water  supply 
may  be  secured  at  Bombala,  it  would  have 
to  be  pumped  at  that  site,  and  that  that 
would  raise  the  a>st. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — That  cost  would 
not  pay  the  interest  on  the  cost  of  provid- 
ing a  water  supply  for  Lyndhurst. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  am  prepared  to 
admit  that.  If  we  required  water  power, 
as  well  as  an  ordinary  water  supply  for  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Federal  Capital,  the 
cost  at  B(MnbaIa  would  be  consider- 
able. The  first  feature  to  be  looked  for  in 
choosing  a  site  is  the  water  supply,  and 
that  feature  requires  to  be  analyzed.  We 
must  know  the  source  of  the  supply,  the 
TOlume  of  water,  its  purity,  and  the  cost 
involved  in  providing  an  adequate  supply. 
I  admit  that  a  water  supply,  sufficient  for  a 
city  of  50,000  inhabitants  could  be  secured 
at  Bombala  at  a  medium  cost,  but  that 
does  not  meet  all  that  I  think  necessary. 
I  should  like  to  have  water  power  provided 
if  it  could  be  supplied  eocHiomically. 
Although  the  bcmorable  member  for 
Eden-Monaro  diligently  explained  the 
advantages  of  the  sites  in  his  elec- 
torate, I  could  quite  realize  that  at 
Bombala  we  should  be  likely  to  suffer  to 
some  extent  from  biting  winds  in  the  win- 
ter time.  Climate  is,  of  course,  one  of  the 
features  which  must  be  considered  in  con- 
nexion with  these  sites,  and  there  are 
varying  degrees  of  climate,  which 
must  be  compared.  We  must  take 
all  the  essential  features  of  a  site 
and  ascertain  the  extent  to  whidi  each  is 
■net  by  different  sites,  if  we  are  to  arrive 
at  a  proper  decision.  In  the  matter  of 
eligibility,  as  a  site  for  a  Federal  Capital, 
I  admit  that  Bombala  presented  some  ele- 
ments which  were  not  presented  by  sites  I 
had  previouslv  visited.  We  drove  out  some 
ten  miles  from  Bombala  in  order  to  obtain 
some  knowledge  as  to  whence  the  Capital, 
if  established  at  that  site,  would  draw  its 
food  supply.  I  was  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  land  that  I  saw.  The  area  was  some- 
what circumscribed,  but  the  land  was  really 
good  agricultural  land.  It  is  not  at  present 
utilized  to  any  extent,  because  it  is  too  far 
from  a  market.   When,  in  dealing  with  the 


agricultural  possibilities  of  various  sites,  the 
honorable  member  for  Macquarie  submitted 
a  comparison  of  the  areas  under  cultivation 
in  each  district,  he  neglected  to  mention  that 
distance  from  a  market  has  prevented  agri- 
cultural development  at  many  of  the  sug- 
gested sites.  He  omitted  to  say  that  the 
land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Tooma 
site  could  not  be  profitably  used,  except  for 
the  growth  of  fodder,  to  meet  times  of 
drought,  the  rost  of  carrj^ing  agricultural 
produce  to  the  railway,  m  the  first  in- 
stance, being  very  great,  and  the  railway 
freight  upon  that  produce  to  the  mar- 
ket being  also  prohibitive.  I  can  say. 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  if 
the  P^den-Monaro  district  had  a  rail- 
way, bv  which  the  people  there  could 
get  their  produce  expeditiously  to  market, 
the  percentage  of  land  under  cultivation  in 
that  district  would  etceed  the  percentage 
which  the  honorable  member  for  Macquarie 
quoted  for  the  district  around  Lyndhurst. 
The  character  of  the  country  adjacent  to  the 
Capital  Site,  in  respect  of  its  productive- 
ness and  its  capabilities  of  providing  the 
necessaries  of  life  econwnically.  is  an  im- 
portant aspect.  I  contend  that  one  essen- 
tial feature  of  any  town  or  city  is  that  its 
people  shall  have  the  necessaries  of  life  at 
first-hand,  instead  of  having  to  purchase 
them  through  middlemen.  All  the  products 
necessary  for  sustaining  human  life  should 
be  grown  as  near  to  the  city  as  possible.  In 
this  respect  1  recognise  that  the  country  ad- 
jacent to  BcHnbala  has  much  to  recommend 
it.  It  struck  me  as  being  very  peculiar  that 
when  we  were  driving  down  to  the  locality 
we .  should  have  been  met  not  only 
by  a  large  number  of  the  residents, 
but  also  by  a  large  number  of  cattle 
which  evidently  had  come  to  welcome  the 
Federal  party  !  Their  presence  was  a  clear 
indication  of  what  the  country  would  pro- 
duce and  support.  As  an  illustration  of  its 
fattening  qualifications,'  this  herd  of  cattle 
was  a  revelation  to  me.  There  is  one  point 
about  the  Bombala  site,  and  other  sites, 
which  has  not  been  touched  upon  in  a  prac- 
tical wav.  although  it  is  ao  essential  quali- 
fication in  connexion  with  the  Federal  city, 
namelv.  the  provision  that  can  be  made  for 
sanitation.  In  addition  to  a  clear  and  plen- 
tiful water  supply,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  we  should  have  an  efficient  system  of 
sanitation.  As  one  who  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  municipal  afTairs,  and  who  has 
studied  the  auestitm  in  the  newer  suburbs 
in  New  South  Wales,  where  the  initiator}' 
difficulties  of  a  sewerage  system  have  had  to 
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be  faced,  I  am  naturally  interested  in 
this  aspect  of  the  subject.  There  is  only 
one  economical  method  of  disposing  of  the 
sewage  of  a  great  city,  and  that  is  by 
means  of  a  sewerage  farm.  Consequently, 
one  point  that  has  to  be  carefully  consi- 
dered in  connexion  with  establishing  the  city 
is  whether  we  have  in  its  vicinitv  land 
capable  of  absorbing  the  sewage  matter, 
and  thereby  inverting  what  would  other- 
wise be  a  nuisam^  into  a  bene&cial  factor  in 
the  administration  of  the  city's  affairs.  We 
want  to  be  sure  that  when  we  establish  our 
sanitary  system,  we  do  not  run  any  risk  of 
polluting  the  very  stream  from  which  we 
receive  our  water  supply.  Possibly  in  the 
future  engineers  will  discover  better  means 
of  disposing  of  sewage  matter  than  have 
been  discovered  in  the  past.  Probably  we 
shall  learn  to  treat  it  by  means  of  electri- 
city. That  will  remove  some  of  the  diffi- 
culties that  have  presented  themselves  to 
engineers  hitherto.  As  far  as  I  could  see 
at  Bombala,  the  water  supply,  having  to 
be  drawn  from  a  river  adjacent  to 
the  proposed  site  for  the  Federal  city, 
would  be  in  danger  of  contamination 
by  the  establishment  of  a  sewerage  farm 
within  the  area.  Under  the  guidance  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Eden-Monaro,  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  inspecting  the  district,  and 
it  struck  me  that  this  was  one  drawback 
which,  as  a  practical  man,  I  could  not  get 
over. 

Mr.  Bamford. — That  objection  would 
applv  to  all  the  proposed  sites. 

Mr.  WEBSTER. — T  hope  to  show  that 
it  does  not  apply  to  all  of  them.  The  suc- 
cess of  a  imunicipal  sewage  farm  is  lar^ely 
determined  by  the  quality  of  the  soil  mto 
which  the  sewerage  matter  is  poured.  That 
a  well  conducted  sewerage  farm  is  a  source 
of  profit  is  illustrated  in  the  case  of  Mel- 
bourne. I  saw  this  system  worked  in  the 
old  countrv,  before  I  came  to  Australia, 
and  worked  in  such  a  way  that,  instead  of 
the  sanitation  of  a  citv  being  a  continual 
source  of  annovance  to  the  city  corporation, 
by  means  of  a  properly  equipped  and 
economically  managed  sewerage  farm, 
they  had  made  it  a  source  of  revenue, 
which  reduced  the  taxation  of  the  people. 
From  this  point  of  view,  the  sewerage 
farm  method  is,  I  maintain,  the  best  and 
most  commendable  that  can  be  adopted. 
On  the  tour  to  which  I  have  alluded,  we 
visited  Delegate.  Delegate  is  one  of  the 
sites  which  was  submitted  to  the  last  Par- 
liament. It  is  in  many  ways  a  very  good 
site.    Tlie  surrounding  country  is  rather 


better  than  at  either  Bombala  or  Dalgety. 
There  is  more  agricultural  land.  But  the 
formation  of  the  country  is  not  of  such  a 

character  as  to  commend  it  as  an  ideal 
spot  for  a  Capital  city.  Further  than 
that,  the  water  supply  would  have  to  be 
secured  by  means  of  the  obnoxious  method 
of  dams.  I  do  not  believe  in  a  water  sup- 
ply that  is  secured  by  damming.  A  large 
city  requires  for  human  consumption 
a  supply  of  pure  running  water,  and,  frcnn 
this  point  of  view  the  damming  of  water 
in  a  large  body>  which  sometimes  becomes 
stagnant,  is  not  wise  or  beneficial. 
Further  than  that,  I  calculate  that  the  cli- 
mate at  Delegate  would  be  rather  warm  in 
the  summer  time,  judging  by  the  latitude 
and  the  position  of  the  site.  Travelling 
further,  we  set  out  to  Dalgety.  It  was 
rather  a  tedious  journey.  In  fact,  we  did 
meet  with  some  hardships  on  these  Federal 
"picnics,"  as  thev  have  been  called.  The 
driver  of  the  vefeicle  in  which  I  travelled 
lost  his  way ;  and  had  it  not  been 
that  a  man  came  to  look  for  us  with 
a  lantern,  Heaven  knows  where  we 
should  have  got  to  I  I  might  not  hare 
been  here  at  this  moment  to  give  my  im- 
pressions as  to  the  qualificati(xis  of  the  vari- 
ous sites.  But,  finally,  we  got  to  our  jour- 
ney's end,  as  determined  men  generally  do. 
The  following  morning  we  were  treated  bv 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Corio  to  an  illustration  of  what  it  is  pos- 
sible for  a  man  to  do  in  country  of  that 
description.  Before  we  entered  upon  our 
expedition,  the  honoi'able  and  learned  mem- 
l)er  undertook  to  ford  the  Snowy  River 
early  in  the  morning  with  bare  feet.  See- 
ing that  his  garments  were  not  wet  when 
he  returned,  I  concluded  that  his  feat  af- 
forded a  practical  illustration  as  to  the 
flow  of  water  iri  the  river  at  that  particu- 
lar time.  I  do  not  know  whether  his  ob- 
ject was  to  afford  such  an  illustration,  but 
certainly  that  was  the  effect  of  his 
achievement.  The  countrv  around  Dal- 
gety is  not  so  good  as  the  coun- 
trv at  Bombala.  and  certainly  not  nearly 
so  good  as  the  country  at  Delegate,  As 
we  travelled,  we  encountered  huge  granite 
boulders  on  the  surface  of  the  soil.  Thev 
reminded  me  of  the  kopjes  in  South  Af- 
rica, behind  which  the  Boers  used  to  take 
shelter.  Looking  at  the  country  from  the 
stand-point  of  defence,  I  thought  that  it 
would  be  an  ideal  spot  for  the  shelter  of 
our  troops  if  we  ever  had  to  encounter 
an  enemy  in  the  vicinity.  But  those 
granite  outcrops  indurated  the  character  of 
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the  country.  Granite  country  is  not  good 
country    irc»n  an   agricultural    point  of 

view.    One  did  not,  therefore,  come  to  a 
favorable  conclusion  as  to  the  possibili- 
ties of  the  soil,  because  the  character  of 
the  soil  is  to  a  large  extent  indicated  by 
its  apparent  composition.    From  the  point 
of  view  of  beauty,  the   surroundings  at 
Dalgety  were  magmficent.    There  is  a 
panorama  on  every  side.     It  is  a  perfect 
beauty  spot  from  an  artist's  stand-point. 
From  every  aspect  a  pleasant  view  meets  the 
eve.     The  landscape  makes  the  beholder 
almost  long  to  live  in  the  locality.  With 
the  Snowy  Biver  running  close  at  hand, 
the  site  possesses  many  of  the  most  in^- 
portant  essentials  for  a  Federal  city.  When 
I  saw  it  I  felt  that  I  hacT  at  last  arrived 
at  a  place  where  I  was  sure  that  ths  F^dt- 
ral  Parliament  could  advantageously  de- 
termine to  settle.     There  was  no  stagnant 
dam  of  water  there,  but  a  constant  stream, 
fed  from  the  purest  source,  namely,  the 
heavens  and  the  melting  snows.  These 
are   important   elements   in    its  favour. 
I  recognise  that  it  is  necessary  to  estab- 
lish   the    Federal    city     at     a  place 
where   there   will   be   something   to  at- 
tract the  tourist  and  the  visitor — a  place  that 
will  be  a  sanatorium,  a  place  for  rest  and 
recuperation  to  those  who  live  in  the  arid 
districts — a  place  to  which  persons  in  other 
parts  of  the  continent  will  be  inclined  to 
travel  for  purposes  of  health  and  sight- 
seeing.    I  quite  agree  with  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  East  Sydney  that  we 
cannot  live  on  scenery,  not  even  on  such 
scenery  as  Mount  Kosciusko  presents.  But 
I  would  remind  him  that  on  the  other  hand 
it  is  not  desirable  that  we  should  locate  the 
Federal  Capital  at  a  dull  place,  where 
there  is  nothing  whatever  of  interest,  and 
nothing  that  would  make  the  visitor  desire 
to  return,  or  long  to  remain.    We  certainly 
must  pay  regard  to  the  element  of  pic- 
turesqueness.  Dalgety  possesses,  to  a  very 
large  degree,  those  features  which  would 
be  likely  to  attract  visitors.      Means  of 
cmnmunication  is  another  of  the  important 
features.     Much  has  been  made  of  it  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Macquarie,  who 
urges  that  because  the  establishment  of  the 
Federal  city  at  Lyndhurst  would  not  in- 
TOlve  an  expenditure  of  more  than  ^^50,000 
for   railway   connexions,   honorable  mem- 
bers   should    therefore   select   that  site. 
But   it    is   not  a  question  of  how  many 
miles  of  railway  would  have  to  be  con- 
structed, but  rather  of  whether,  when  the 
railway  is  constructed,  the  returns  will  be 


sufficient  to  pay  interest  and  create  a  sink- 
ing fund.  If  New  South  Wales,  or  any  other 
State,  had  been  guided  by  the  principle  the 
honorable  member  advocates,  this  vast  con- 
tinent would  not  have  been  interlaced 
with  railways.  We  have  had  to  con- 
sider the  possibilities  which  might  accrue 
from  their  construction,  and  our  wise  pre- 
decessors in  the  administration  of  public 
affairs  have  acted  in  the  main  correctly,  and 
largely  for  the  benefit  of  the  State.  The 
lack  of  communication  may  raise  to  smne 
extent  a  difficulty  in  the  case  of  some 
sites  as  compared  with  others.  I  admit  that 
Lyndhurst  has  accessibility,  but  I  cannot 
admit  that  that  should  be  allowed  to  over- 
rule all  other  considerations.  I  cannot  hon- 
estly say  that  Lyndhurst  possesses  fully  any 
other  of  the  features  which  are  essential  to 
the  site  for  a  Federal  Capital.  We  know 
that  railway  communication  could  be  pro- 
vided from  Cooma  to  Dalgety.  It  is 
also  desired  to  have  a  through  rail- 
way cona»ion.  People  from  Vu;toria, 
South  Australia,  and  other  States  de- 
sire to  be  able  to  go  direct  to  the 
Federal  Capital,  and  not  to  be  obliged  to 
travel  by  a  circuitous  route.  The  connexion 
of  that  site  with  the  Victorian  railway  sys- 
tem would  involve  a  very  large  expenditure. 
But,  in  fairness  to  the  site  and  its  advocates, 
it  should  be  said  that  the  question  to  be 
considered  is  not  so  much  the  expenditure 
of  money  as  the  character  of  the  country 
through  which  the  railway  would  pass,  and 
whether  it  would  be  an  acquisition  to  the 
State  and  the  Commonwealth  when  con- 
structed. We  are  dealing  with  a  matter 
which  involves  far  larger  issues  than  some 
men  who  talk  very  glibly  about  it  appear  to 
recognise.  I  have  not  gone  into  the  de- 
tails which  have  to  be  considered  before 
one  can  arrive  at  an  honest  and  just  conclu- 
sion. The  reports  of  this  historical  dis- 
cussion will  be  read  when  we  have' 
passed  away,  and  the  wisdom  or 
unwisdom  of  our  choice  will  be 
criticised  for  generations  to  come.  I  do 
not  wish  my  name  to  be  linked  with  those 
who  have  jumped  to  a  conclusion.  There 
are  many  elements  to  be  considered.  We 
have  to  judge  the  sites  from  the  stand- 
points of  climate,  soil,  quantity  and  purity 
of  water  supply,  accessibility,  picturesque- 
ness,  and  general  adaptability.  We  have  to 
consider,  not  only  those  questions,  but 
the  cost  of  resuming  the  lands, 
and  not  their  intrinsic  value  only, 
but  also  their  prospective  produc- 
tive value.     Leaving  the  Bcmibala  sites, 
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the  Coolringdon  site,  eight  miles  from 
Coucna,  is  very  eligible  from  one  stand- 
point. It  has  advantages  from  the  stand- 
point of  railway  communication.  A  sup- 
plv  of  water  might  be  got  from 
two  sources  —  from  the  Murrumbidgee, 
and  the  mountains  adjacent.  This 
site  is  not  so  precipitous  as  the 
others.  It  is  slightly"  undulating  in 
character,  and  larger  in  area  and 
scope.  It  resembles  a  large  table-land 
more  than  anything  else.  And  from  the 
stand-point  of  accessibility  it  is  far  prefer- 
able to  the  Lyndhurst  site.  If  we  are  to 
judge  the  quality  of  these  sites  and  their 
claim  to  our  support  from  that  stand-point, 
the  Coolringdon  site  is  as  good  as.  if  not 
preferable  to,  the  site  which  has  been  eulo- 
gized by  the  honorable  member  for  Mac- 
quarie.  I  ask  honorable  members  who  in- 
tend to  vote  for  the  Lyndhurst  site,  because 
it  could  be  cheaply  connected  with  a  rail- 
wav  system,  to  pay  due  regard  to  the 
claims  of  Coolringdon.  Having  dealt  as 
minutely  as  I  can  with  the  sites,  I  oome 
to  the  last  visit  we  paid  to  the  Tooma  site. 
I  had  no  intention  of  goSng  to  see  the 
site,  but  I  felt  that,  notwithstanding  a 
promise  1  had  madfi  to  return  to  my  home, 
it  was  an  imperative  duty  on  my  part  to 
make  the  visit  in  order  that  I  might  be  able 
to  come  to  a  right  conclusion.  Our  journey 
to  Tooma  was  not  made  under  pleasant  con- 
ditions ;  the  companionship  was  pleasant, 
but  the  trials  of  the  trip  were  disagreeable. 
To  drive  seventy  miles  in  raie  day  is  nor 
an  agreeable  undertaking  in  this  wea- 
ther. All  along  the  line  we  found 
food  for  reflection,  and  the  outlook  was 
most  interesting.  The  climate  was  very 
invigorating,  and  as  I  drank  in  the  pure 
atmosphere  I  wondered  why  any  country 
of  that  character  should  be  unoccupied. 
My  awnmon  sense  soon  supplied  me  with 
an  answer.  I  quickly  perceived  that  it  was 
unprofitable  to  occupy  the  country,  owing 
to  the  difficulty  of  getting  products 
to  market.  I  then  began  to  ask  myself, 
"  By  whom  is  this  country  occupied  ?' '  I  in- 
stituted an  inquiry  as  to  the  number  of  land- 
holders between  Germanton  and  Tooma, 
and  I  found  that  for  a  distance  of  seventy 
miles  the  country  was  practically  held  by 
seven  firms  or  families.  I  then  asked  my- 
self, **  Why,  and  for  how  long,  have  these 
families  held  this  country  ?"  I  thought 
that,  perhaps,  it  might  have  only  recently 
come  into  their  possession  by  reason  of  the 
failure  of  the  previous  holders.  I  found, 
however,  that  the  land  was  so  good  that 
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its  holders  did  not  wish  to  let  it  go.  I 
discovered  that  they  could  find  in  Austra- 
lia no  better  or  more  profitable  place  cm 
which  to  pitch  their  tents.  Why  had  they 
no  desire  to  sell  this  land,  which  was  the 
pick  of  New  South  Wales  ?  Because  it  pro- 
vided them  with  a  handsome  income  at  a 
minimum  of  expenditure.  Frtxn  the  car- 
riage window  as  we  travelled  through  the 
country  we  looked  at  beautiful  scenery  in- 
stead of  at  ring-barked  timber.  In  the 
Lyndhurst  district,  one  cannot  see  even  a 
forest  reserve,  or  a  place  where  timber  could 
be  conserved.  Every  tree  has  been  ring- 
barked.  Why  ?  Because  every  blade  of 
grass  that  can  be  grown  is  needed  for 
the  succour  of  stock  in  summer  and  winter. 
The  timber  has  been  destroyed  by  the 
hungry  pastoralists,  who  are  always  ready 
to  sweep  away  a  forest,  and  to  sweep  away 
with  it,  as  they  joften  do,  wealth  far  greater 
than  the  value  of  the  land  which  they 
clear,  or  of  its  products  for  years  to 
come.  We  can  judge  of  the  character  of 
a  country  by  the  trees  which  it  grows  in  the 
same  way  as  we  can  judge  of  the  character 
of  a  man  by  his  stature.  The  character 
of  a  country  is  delineated  in  that  way.  Yet 
when  we  go  to  Lyndhurst  we  find  only  in- 
ferior timber,  and  notice  the  absence  of 
those  elements  which  would  indicate  that  its 
soil  is  capable  of  supporting  a  large 
population.  Travelling  towards  the  ToOma 
site,  I  was  not  prepared  for  the  surprise 
which  I  experienced.  I  was  surprised  to 
find  that  at  half -past  9  o'clock  at  night  the 
cold  did  not  make  a  person  shrink  towards 
the  fire,  or  bring  into  use  a  top-coat  or  a 
rug,  but  invigorated  him.  That  indicates 
the  temperature  and  the  character  of  the 
climate.  On  rising  next  morning,  although 
there  was  ice  on  the  shallow  waters  ad- 
jacent, my  comrades  and  I,  who  had  to 
turn  out  in  our  pyjamas  to  replenish  our 
water  supply,  instead  of  being  benumbed 
by  the  cold,  felt  fresh  enough  to  take  a 
good  long  walk.  That  is  the  kind  of  tem- 
perature that  I  like  to  find  in  a  country — 
one  which  braces  up  and  invigorates  a  man. 
It  is  a  climate  like  that  which  produces 
the  characteristics  which  we  desire  to  see 
in  our  population.  Xext  morning  we 
climbed  to  the  top  of  a  mountain  called 
Bald  Knob,  I  think,  and  although  I  ad- 
mired the  scenery  of  the  Dalgety  site,  it 
is  nothing  to  the  panoramic  view  spread 
out  before  us  on  the  occasion  of  which  I 
am  now  speaking.  I  saw  then  the  ideal 
site  for  the  Australian  Capital,  a  site  which 
the  artist  could  paint,  and^he  po^  oould 
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sing  about.  Honorable  members  t^posite 
would  have  no  trouble  in  securing  the 
selection  of  Lyndhurst  if  it  possessed  such 
scenery.  We  all  marvelled  at  the  beauty 
of  the  prospect  Returning,  we  had  a  day's 
journey  of  eighty  miles,  because  the  Par- 
liament of  this  great  Commonwealth  could 
not  afford  to  allow  its  members  to  acquire 
information  on  ihis  momentous  question 
unless  they  travelled  at  top  speed.  There- 
fore, we  missionaries  who  were  looking 
for  a  site  had  to  huny  alcmg  as  fast  as  we 
could.  We  had  really  to  submit  to  a  sort 
of  martyrdcxn,  such  as  Ihe  Government 
should  not  have  expected  us  to  imdergo, 
and  therefore  we  did  not  make  our  exami- 
nation of  the  district  under  the  most  favor- 
able ctrcimistances.  We  had  not  sufficient 
time  to  photograph  the  scenery  with  our 
eyes,  and  imprint  it  upon  our  memories. 
But  I — and  I  think  every  other  member  of 
the  expedition  was  equally  zealous — used 
all  my  c^porttmities  to  the  best  advantage. 
At  Welaregang  we  passed  through  beauti- 
ful undulating  country— country  somewhat 
resembling  that  of  Lyndhurst,  but  quite 
different  in  character.  Beyond  it  is  a  fine 
panorama  of  hills.  Then  we  saw  the  rich 
Murray  flats.  There  is  no  denying  the 
fertility  of  the  land  on  the  banks  of  the 
Murray,  and  the  undulating  country  behind 
it  is  also  capable  of  high  production,  if 
properly  cultivated,  as  it  would  be  if  the 
Federal  Capital  were  located  in  the  dis- 
trict In  the  matter  of  water  supply,  there 
is  the  Murray,  which  winds  its  way  through 
the  landscape,  its  glassy  surface  being 
seen  here  and  there  as  one's  eye 
travels  over  the  prospect ;  the  Totxna  River, 
the  Tumberumba  Creek,  and  several  other 
creeks  which  come  from  the  Snowy  Moun- 
tains, bearing  with  them  pure,  undiluted, 
and  ever-running  water.  We  ought  not  to 
choose  a  site  whose  water  supply  will  be 
derived  from  dams.  The  records  show  that 
townships  which  are  so  supplied  are  visited 
periodit^ly,  and  almost  annually,  with 
epidemics  of  typhoid,  diphtheria,  and  other 
diseases.  We  ought  not,  if  by  the  exercise 
of  a  wise  discretion  we  can  avoid  doing 
so,  to  locate  the  Capital  where  the  people 
will  have  to  depend  for  their  water  supply 
upon  storage  reservoirs.  I  am  not  infiu- 
enced  in  this  matter  by  the  hope  of  gaining 
Totes,  or  by  the  fear  of  losing  them.  If 
there  were  a  proposed  site  in  my  consti- 
tuency, and  it  were  one  which  I  did  not 
think  the  best,  having  regard  to  the  interests 
of  the  whole  Commonwealth,  I  should  vote 


against  it,  even  though  I  knew  that  by  doing 
so  I  should  lose  my  seat  in  Parliament,  and 
the  paltry  living  wage  of  ;£4oo  a 
year,  which  practically  provides  us  with 
only  enough  to  keep  us  out  of  the  work- 
house. I  am  not  a  surveyor.  I  could  not 
take  a  theodolite  or  other  instrument  and 
measure  the  heights  of  the  hills,  or  deter- 
mine the  fall  of  the  water-courses.  But 
I  am  a  man  of  common  sense  and  clear  per- 
ception, and  when  I  see  streams  which  are 
fed  by  900  square  miles  of  snow-covered 
mountains,  I  know  that  the  district  through 
which  they  flow  is  provided  with  an  endless 
supply  of  pure  water.  Surely  a  man  can 
believe  his  own  eyed,  and  rely  on  his  own 
judgment  in  such  a  case.  But  I  do  not  object 
to  the  Government  authorizing  the  most 
minute  investigation  into  the  merits  of  the 
Tooma  site.  I  feel  sure  that  if  such  an 
investigation  is  made  the  district  will  be 
shown  to  be  even  a  better  one  than 
I  have  described  it  to  be.  I  am 
no  more  afraid  of  the  production  of 
an  expert's  report  on  the  Tooma  ^te  then 
a  man  who  is  guiltless  would  be  afraid 
of  an  investigation  into  his  character. 
Knowing  the  advantages  possessed  by  the 
site,  I  welcome  such  a  report  But, 
although  experts  may  put  before  us 
scientific  calculations,  and  statements  of 
quantities,  volxmies,  heights,  and  so  on, 
I  shall  never  be  guided  entirely  by  their 
judgment  I  have  seen  too  many  monu- 
ments to  the  incapacity  of  experts  to  be 
ready  to  sink  my  own  judgment.  In  the 
electorate  which  I  represented  in  the  New 
South  Wales  Parliament,  ;^32,ooo  was  ab- 
solutely wasted  by  experts'  w^ho  were  with- 
out practical  knowledge  of  the  conditions 
under  which  their  work  was  being  done. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— Where? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— An  attempt  was 
made  to  divert  the  water  from  the  Big 
River,  in  the  Moree  distrk:t,  into  the  billa- 
bongs  and  dry  creeks  lower  down,  in  order 
to  supply  a  large  area  of  waterless  coun- 
try. A  weir  was  therefore  constructed  at 
great  cost,  and  the  work  was  splendidly 
carried  out.  Tt  was  a  credit  to  the  men 
who  were  responsible  for  it  But  the 
experts  who  designed  it  forgot  that  they 
were  dealing  with  black  soil  country  hav- 
ing a  gravelly  bottom,  with  the  result  that 
the  first  flood  washed  the  whole  thing 
away,  and  thousands  of  pounds  were 
wasted.  Facts  like  that  make  one  careful 
about  accepting  implicitly  the  statements 
of  experts.    "  Once   bitten,   twice   shy. '  * 
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Personally,  I  shall  never  take  the  opinion 
of  experts  unless  it  is  corroborated  by  that 
of  other  experts,  and  commends  itself  to 
my  own  judgment.  It  does  not  matter  to 
me  whether  the  Capital  is  located  on  the 
borders  of  Victoria  or  somewhere  near 
Queensland.  Accessibility  is,  of  course,  a 
conaderation,  but  it  is  not  the  chief  con- 
sideration. In  time  to  come  the  artificial 
boundaries  between  the  States  will  be 
swept  away.  Why,  then,  should  we  not 
put  aside  all  parochial  considerations,  and 
regard  the  question  with  a  broad  sweep  of 
view,  as  one  affecting  the  future  of  a  great 
nation?  If  honorable  members  wish  to 
rise  to  the  position  of  patriots,  they  will 
not  be  guided  by  parochial  considerations, 
and  they  will  not  pass  judgments  upon 
sites  which  they  have  not  seen.  It  is 
always  the  man  who  knows  least  who  is 
the  most  omfident.  But  those  who  have 
not  taken  advantage  of  the  opportunities 
afforded  by  the  Government  to  visit  the 
various  proposed  sites,  and  are  governed  by 
the  narrow  parochial  views  of  the  press  in 
their  own  States,  are  not  the  men  who  can 
be  trusted  to  come  to  a  right  decision  on 
this  question. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — I  have  always 
been  taught  to  watch  the  man  who  boasts 
of  his  own  honesty. 

Mr.  WEBSTER. — I,  ami  nojt  boasting 
of  my  honesty;  I  have  never  had  need  to 
do  so.  If  the  honorable  member  occupies 
a  different  position,  he  has  my  sympathy. 
I  have  never  had  to  parade  my  honesty, 
and  I  hope  that  I  shall  never  have  to  do 
sa 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — The  honorable 
member  has  been  parading  it  for  the  last 
half -hour. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.~I  do  not  think  that 
any  impartial  menjjer  will  say  that  I  have 
tried  to  be  unjust  to  any  one.  but 
it  will  not  redound  to  the  credit  of 
honorable  members  if  they  vote  for 
a  site  which  they  have  not  person- 
ally inspected.  I  challenge  anybody 
who  has  visited  the  Tooma  site  to 
say  that  it  does  not  fulfil  all  essential 
conditions.  I  claim  that  it  is  in  every  way 
suited  to  the  purposes  of  a  Federal  Capital. 
There  is  adequate  land  surrounding  it  to 
permit  of  the  erection  of  suburban  resi- 
dences, and  the  soil  itself  is  capable  of 
producing  everything  that  is  necessary  for 
the  support  of  a  city.  At  very  little  ccwt, 
a  series  of  artificial  lakes  could  be  con- 
structed, with  a  view  to  beautifying  the 
Capital.    Rows  of  trees  could  be  planted 


for  the  purpose  of  affording  shelter  in  the 
summer,  and  flowers  could  be  grown  in 
abundance.  In  the  immediate  vicinity  the 
snow -clad  moimtains  rise  before  one  as 
far  as  the  eye  can  reach.  It  is  possible  to 
gaze  at  those  mountains,  with  the  sun  glis- 
tening upon  them  at  one  mcxnent,  and  im- 
mediately afterwards  to  turn  round  and 
behold  orange  trees  growing  to  perfection. 
Do  honorable  members  require  any  other 
proof  of  the  excellence  of  the  climate  ?  In 
determining  the  location  of  a  Capital  Site, 
it  is  important  that  we  should  know  which 
way  the  wind  blows. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  political  wind? 

Mr,  WEBSTER.— I  took  the  precaution 
to  ascertain  which  way  the  wmd  blows  at' 
Toc«na,  both  in  the  winter  and  in  the  sum- 
mer. The  climate  is  adiiiirable,  and  the 
country  and  its  surroundings  are  beau- 
tiful. '  Do  we  not  all  understand  what 
constitutes  the  main  attraction  of  the 
watering  places  of  the  British  Isles?  Is  it 
not  the  scenery,  and  is  not  that  attraction 
world-wide?  If  we  select  the  Welaregang 
site,  there  will  be  no  need  for  tourists  from 
the  old  world  to  visit  New  Zealand  or  Tas- 
mania in  search  of  beauty  spots.  They  will 
ho:  able  to  spend  their  leisure  at  the  Seat  of 
the  Federal  Government.  Of  course,  I  am 
thinking  of  the  stream  of  visitors  who  will 
continue  to  be  attracted  to  Australia  when 
we  shall  have  passed  away,  when  our  popu- 
lation shall  have  learned  how  to  till  the  soil, 
how  to  apply  scientific  methods  to  produc- 
tion, and  when  land  which  is  now  regarded 
as  valueless  shall  have  become  mie  of  our 
best  assets.  There  will  then  be  millions  of 
people  settled  upon  our  territory,  where  to- 
day there  are  only  thousands.  I  have  en- 
deavoured faithfully  to  outline  a  picture — 
a  perfect  picture,  perfect  because  it  is  that 
of  Nature — of  the  Welaregang  site.  It  pre. 
sents  a  scene  such  as  no  painter  ever  trans- 
ferred to  canvas.  It  must  be  seen  to  be  ap- 
preciated. So  far  as  sanitation  is  concerned, 
provision  could  easily  be  made  there  for  the 
establishment  of  a  sewerage  farm  without 
any  fear  of  the  water  supply  becoming  con- 
taminated. Further,  I  will  undertake  to 
say  that  any  railway  which  is  constructed 
to  that  site  will  practically  pay  from  the 
outset.  CcMisequently,  that  question  presents 
no  difficulties.  But  there  is  still  another 
feature  upon  which  we  might  well  bestow 
our  attention.  The  surrounding  country 
presents  vast  mineral  possibilities.  "  Tumot 
and  Tumberumba  have  already  produced, 
and  are  still  producing,  a  large  quantity  of 
gold.    Aye  all  know  that  wherever  alluvial 
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gold  has  been  washed  down  valleys  between 
mountains,  it  is  only  a  matter  of  time 
when  the  source  of  the  deposits  will  be  dis- 
covered.  Mr.  Holtermann,  who  was  a 
mining  expert,  and  who  made  so  much 
money  at  Hill  End,  was  so  convinced  of  the 
existence  of  auriferous  reefs  in  this  locality 
that  before  he  died  he  had,  by  means  of  a 
tunnel,  penetrated  into  a  hill  a  distance  of 
600  feet,  in  an  endeavour  to  cut  some  of 
these  reefs.  That  work  only  stopped 
with  his  decease.  If  by  the  construction 
of  a  railway  to  the  Tooma  site  we  can 
open  up  a%-enues  of  employment  whidi  will 
recoup  the  Treasury  for  the  money  ex- 
pended, and  at  the  same  time  impart  a 
stimulus  to  mining,  that  consideration  should 
constitute  another  of  its  recCKnmendations. 
I  am  not  here  to  favour  or  to  seek  favour 
from  any  one.  I  am  not  here  to  placate 
any  honorable  member,  but  to  do  my  duty 
according  to  my  lights,  and  to  express  as 
plainly  as  possible  the  views  which  I  hold, 
so  that  they  may  be  recorded  for  future 
referen<x  by  those  who  may  have  hereafter 
to  criticise  my  actions.  The  resumption 
of  the  land  in  this  district  would  be  a  pro- 
fitable undertaking.  In  the  territory  which 
I  favour  we  should  have  a  large  area  of 
productive  land.  In  dealing  with  this 
question  we  have  to  consider  not  so  much 
the  price  of  the  land  as  its  productivity. 
The  true  value  of  land  can  be  determined 
only  in  that  way.  It  is  better  to  pa^  ^£5 
per  acre  for  land,  100  acres  of  which  is 
sufficient  to  support  a  man  and  his  family, 
than  to  pay  j£2  los.  for  a  tract  of  country, 
on  1,000  acres  of  which  it  would  not  be 
possible  for  a  man  to  make  a  living  for 
himself  and  those  dependent  on  him.  In 
dealing  with  this  question  we  must  look 
into  every  detail,  and  consider  ail  the  ele- 
ments that  are  essential  to  a  Federal  Capi- 
tal. If  we  do,  we  shall  come  to  a  satis- 
factory decision;  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
we  are  guided  only  by  ex  parte  statements, 
I  fear  that  an  error  will  be  committed.  I 
have  done  my  best  to  impartially  place  be- 
fore the  Camsnittee  the  views  that  I  hold, 
and  I  fear  no  report  that  may  be  asked  for 
in  reference  to  the  territory  which  I  favour. 
The  honorable  member  for  North  Sydney, 
when  discussing  this  question  last  week,  re- 
ferred to  the  possibility  of  beautifying  a 
district  by  artificial  means,  and  spoke  of 
what  England  had  accomplished  in  this 
direction.  Does  not  that  suggest  that  the 
honorable  member  has  in  view  a  site  in 
which  it  would  be  necessary  to  endeavour 


by  artificial  means  to  make  good  in  some 
respects  the  natural  beauty  that  it  lacks  ? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  do  not  know 
of  any  such  site. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Will  any  one  tell  me 
that  any  effort  on  the  part  of  man  could 
supply  the  equivalent  of  natural  beauty? 
Nature  cannot  be  successfully  unitated. 
Natural,  rather  than  artificial,  beauties, 
constitute  the  chief  attractions  of  England. 
I  know,  of  course,  that  they  have  many 
magnificent  gardens  and  parks  in  the  old 
land,  for  I  have  visited  them  myself ;  but 
none  of  them  compare  with  the  natural 
scenery  with  which  the  Almighty  has 
blessed  the  country.  No  snow-capped 
mountain  ridge  meets  the  eye  of  the  visitor 
to  Lyndhurst.  Could  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  North  Sydney  supply  that  defi- 
ciency? Lyndhurst  gives  no  promise  of 
even  great  artificial  possibilities.  We 
should  certainly  not  be  able  to  make  any 
artificial  lakes  in  the  district — a  feature 
which  would  be  sadly  missed.  Those  who 
urge  that  any  deficiency  in  natural  beauty 
may  be  made  good  by  art  cannot 
mean  what  they  say,  or  if  they  do 
they  have  given  no  consideration  to  the 
cost  that  would  be  involved  in  supplying 
even  a  poor  imitation.  In  conclusion,  I 
earnestly  and  sincerely  appeal  to  hon- 
orable members  to  endeavour  to  do  that 
which  will  redound  to  our  credit,  and  to 
lay  aside  all  parochial  considerations.  If 
honor^ible  members  have  not  seen  the  site 
which  I  have  just  described,  there  is  yet 
time  for  them  to  do  so  before  we  arrive  at 
a  determination.  Those  who  have  neg- 
lected every  opportunity  to  inspect  these 
sites,  and  are  disposed  to  support  the 
selection  of  a  district  merely  because  it  is 
in  the  vicinity  of  Sydney — quite  unmind- 
ful of  its  disadvantages — should  pause  be- 
fore they  give  their  vote.  The  Sydney 
press  appears  to  echo  the  statements  made 
by  certam  politicians  in  this  House.  It  is 
mar\-ellous  how  the  echoes  of  this  debate 
are  heard  in  New  South  Wales.  We  are 
told  in  the  Sydney  press  that  representa- 
tives of  New  South  Wales  are  fighting 
against  the  interests  of  that  State ;  but  I 
care  not  for  the  press  of  Sydney,  or  of  any 
other  place,  nor  shall  I  have  regard  to 
any  party  consideration  in  dealing  with 
this  question.  I  have  a  duty  to  perform, 
and  shall  do  it  even  at  the  peril  of  losing 
my  seat  in  this  Chamber.  Whatever  may 
be'  the  result,  I  shall  have  the  satisfaction 
of  knowing  that  I  have  endeavoured  to  do 
my  duty  to  my  constituents,  to  the  State 
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from  which  I  come,  and  to  the  Common- 
wealth ;  and  with  that  knowledge  I  shall  be 
happier  than  will  be  those  who  have  not 
endeavoured  to  deal  with  this  question  on 
broad  and  general  lines. 

Mr.  RONALD  (Southern  Melbourne).  ~ 
It  is  not  usual  for  an  honorable  member  to 
compliment  the  speaker  who  has  just  pre- 
ceded him,  but  I  could  not  proceed  to  dis- 
cuss this  question  without  referring  to  the 
magnificent,  eloquent,  poetic,  and  graphic 
speech  which  has  just  been  made  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Gwydir.  Happy 
should  we  be  if  every  honorable  member 
who  w^ent  forth  to  inspect  the  Capital 
Sites  bad  something  of  the  vision  and 
the  faculty  divine  to  see  as  he  saw, 
and  to  describe  as  he  has  de- 
scribed, the  districts  which  we  visited. 
We  all  feel  grateful  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  his  earnest,  able,  graphic,  and  im- 
partial estimate  of  the  various  sites  which 
have  been  submitted  for  our  inspection, 
and  from  which  we  have  now  to  make  a 
selection.  There  are  one  or  two  points, 
which  have  not  yet  been  touched  upon,  not- 
withstanding all  that  we  have  heard. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — As  with  the  Queen 
of  Sheba,  the  half  has  not  been  told. 

Mr.  RONALD.— Exactly.  I  wish  to 
take  a  retrospective  view,  and  to  ask  the 
Committee  to  look  back  at  the  experience 
of  the  world.  In  dealing  with  this  ques- 
tion we  are  not  groping  in  the  dark;  we 
have  the  experience  of  the  wcvld  for  our 
guidance.  It  has  been  said  again  and 
again  that  the  Federal  Capital  will  be  a 
small  and  insignificant  city,  and  Washing- 
ton is  the  model  which  has  been  continu- 
ally held  up  to  our  view.  I  do  not 
think  that  this  is  correct.  I  believe  that 
the  Federal  Capital  will  be  a  great  city, 
and  that  we  should  make  provision  for  a 
much  larger  population  than  is  generally 
anticipated.  It  is  bound  to  be  not  only 
the  political,  but  the  social  centre  of  Aus- 
tralian society.  That  is  the  opinion  which  I 
have  formed  from  a  review  of  the  experi- 
ences of  the  world.  I  look  back  at  the 
capital  of  my  own  native  land,  Edin- 
burgh, to  me  the  prettiest  citv  in  the  world 
■ — the  modern  Athens,  far  surpassing 
ancient  Athens.  Prior  to  the  union  of 
Scotland  with  England,  and  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  Parliament  to  Londcai,  Edin- 
burgh had  a  galaxy  of  witty  men  and 
pretty  women,  a  society  of  which  no  other 
country  in  Europe  could  boast  the  like. 
With  the  removal  of  the  Legislature  to 


London,  that  society  left,  and  the  grand 
old  residences  of  Murray  House  and  Holy- 
rood  were  given  over  to  vagrants  and 
to  rats.  Doubtless  a  new  Edinburgh 
has  arisen  on  the  site  of  the  old,  but 
the  great  lesson  we  learn  is  this :  that  when 
the  legislative  power  was  shifted  to  Lon- 
don, our  gentry  and  nxmey-spmding  me- 
dium went  with  it,  with  the  result  that  th« 
grand  old  mansions  have  gone  into  disre- 
pair, and  are  now  the  habitation  of  rats. 
When  I  look  at  Dublin  I  see  exactly  the 
same  state  of  affairs.  Donnybrook,  which 
is  now  a  by-word  for  all  that  is  rowdy  and 
tatterdemalion,  was  once  the  centre  of  the 
bright,  witty,  sparkling  sodety  of  Ireland. 
When  the  Irish  Parliam^t  was  taken  away^ 
the  Irish  gentry  followed  their  legislators 
to  London,  and  that  part  of  one  of  the 
brightest  cities  in  the  world  has  been  de- 
populated of  its  society.  When  I  speak  of 
society,  I  mean  not  that  lackadaisical 
dilettanteism  which  indulges  in  afternoon 
teas  and  dinner  parties,  but  the  society 
which  makes  a  nation — its  literature,  its  art, 
its  law,  and  its  politics.  All  these  went 
with  the  removal  of  the  capital.  The  deduc- 
tion that  I  wish  to  draw  frc»n  these  facts 
is  that  the  Federal  Capital  will  be  the 
c«itre  of  society.  The  representative  of 
the  Crown  will  reside  there.  This  will 
doubtless  be  a  great  source  of  attraction, 
and  the  city  will  become  a  very  large  and 
important  one.  We  must  consequently  take 
care  that  the  area  is  not  circurwcribed.  It 
is  for  this  reason  that  I  think  that  the 
site  which  was  last  described  in  the  excel- 
lent speech  of  the  honorable  member  fxx 
Gwydir  would  provide  Hhe  greatest  accom- 
modation for  a  large,  important,  beautiful, 
and  great  centre  of  ^Australian  life — the 
centre  of  all  that  is  highest  and  best  and 
noblest  in  our  civilization.  There  are 
other  consideration.<t  which  must  not  be  for- 
gotten. There  is  the  natural  beauty  of  en- 
vinximent  which  Bombala  possesses  as  well 
as  the  series  of  natural  fortifications  which 
are  to  be  found  round  it.  We  know  that 
nowadays  it  is  unwise  that  the  capital 
should  be  a  seaport  town,  in  view  of  the 
great  facilities  for  bcmibardment,  and 
the  old  sentiment  still  remains,  that  if 
the  capital  has  fallen,  the  country  is  cap- 
tured. We  should  see  to  it  that  our  city, 
wherever  it  be,  is  not  on  the  seaboard.  It 
must  not  be  exposed  to  the  daiiger  of  bocn- 
bardment,  but  must  be  supplied  with  a 
series  of  natural  fortifications  that  will 
make  it  impregnable.    The  dty  where  the 
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archives  of  our  nationality  will  be  preser\ed 
should  be  one  in  which  we  shall  be  able  to 
hold  out  against  all-ocHners.    This  is  one 
of  the  advantages  possessed  by  the  site 
descrtt)ed     my  honorable  f  riend^lhe  Eden 
revivified,  vhidi  he  has  depicted.    It  is 
for  this  reason  that  I  return  to  my  first 
iove.  Bombala,  and  find  in  it  advantages 
which  no  other  site  possesses.    It  has  a 
port  at  a  respectable  distance,  and  would 
certainlv  be  beyond  the  reach  of  even  the 
most  accurate  long-distance  guns  on  ves- 
sels  entering    the   harbor.      The  series 
of  natural  fortificaticms  akmg  the  road 
which  we  traversed  would  make  it  simply 
impregnable,  no  matter  how  strong  the  foe 
ir^'ght  be.     We  should  find  Uiere  the 
natural  means  of  protection  which  exist  in 
South  Africa,  for  between  the  coast  and  the 
town  of  Bombala  there  are  kopjes  and 
other  natural  fortifications  which  would 
make  it  possible  for  the  capital  to  hold 
out  against  any  enemy.    Then,  again,  it 
possesses  other  advantages.    It  has  been 
said  that  accessibility  is  a  very  important 
feature,     but     I     go     further,  and 
sav  tliat  it  is  the  all-important  feature. 
Some  honorable  members  appear  to  me  to  be 
considering  the  selection  of  a  Federal  Capi- 
tal Site  to  meet  the  existing  requirements  of 
the  Federation ;  but  it  ought  not  to  be  for- 
gotten that  this  Commonwealth  is  but  in  its 
infancy,  and  what  its  future  proportions 
m.^y  be  no  man  can  accurately  prophesy. 
One  needs  not  to  be  a  prophet  to  say  that 
this   Federation  will  never  be  complete 
until  New  Zealand  is  in  it.     That  result 
may  not  be  brought  about  immediately ; 
but  that  there  will  be  some  kind  of  federa- 
tion in  respect  of  Defence,  Customs,  and 
such  matters,  between  New  Zealand  and  Aus- 
tralia is  as  certain  as  that  to-morrow's  sun 
will  rise.    This  should  not  be  overlooked 
in  considering  the  important  feature  of  ac- 
cessibility.   In  this  view  the  Bombala  and 
the  Upper  Murray  sites  are  unquestionably 
the  most  central.    We  know  that  electricity 
is  certain  to  be  the  great  force  of  the  future, 
and  an  indispensable  requirement  of  the 
Kederal   Capital   Site   is   a  cheap  and 
ready  means  of  generating  that  force. 
If    it   has    to    be    generated   bv  coal 
it     is    most    expensive;    but    if  the 
generating   force  is   water  we  can  have 
electric   light    and    power    provided  in 
the  cheapest  possible  manner.     The  only 
two  sites  which  provide  the  water  power  , 
necessary  for  generating  electricity  are  Bom-  j 
bala  and  the  site  on  the  Upper  Murray,  j 
In    each   of   these   cases  it   would  be 


practically  drawn  from  Mount  Kosciuska 
I  trust  that  honorable  members  will  not  over- 
look the  element  of  accessibility,  and  that, 
in  making  their  selection  of  a  site  for  the 
Federal  Capital,  they  will  oxitemplate  a 
partnership  of  the  Ccnmnonwealth  with  New 
Zealand  at  no  distant  date.  I  am  sure 
that  every  rational  and  fair-minded 
overture  made  in  that  direction  will 
meet  with  a  ready  response  frcan  the 
people  of  New  Zealand.  I  have  said 
that  the  site  chosen  should  be  naturally 
impregnable  and  capable  of  defence  with- 
out the  risk  of  great  loss  of  human  life. 
If  these  important  qualifications  are  borne 
in  mind  the  selection  must  lie  between  Bom* 
bala  and  Tooma.  I  have  not  seen  the 
latter  site,  but  I  have  had  the  privilege  of 
inspecting  the  Bombala  site.  The  elements 
essential  for  the  support  of  a  great  city 
— and  I  believe  the  Federal  Capital  will 
be  a  great  city — are  to  be  found  at  the  site 
of  my  first  choice,  Bombala.  I  am  free 
to  admit  that  my  affections  have  been  some- 
what won  by  the  descriptions  of  the  Upper 
Murray  site  to  which  I  have  listened.  I 
wish  that  I  had  been  able  to  avail  myself 
of  the  opportunity  afforded  to  honorable 
members  to  visit  that  site.  I  hope  that 
honorable  members  will  not  allow  any  pro- 
vincialism or  any  State  antipathies  to  in- 
fluence their  choice.  If  they  do  the  child 
imbom  may  yet  rue  the  selecttm  made  to- 
day. In  my  opinion  there  are  only  the 
two  places  which,  from  the  pmnt  of  view 
of  science,  sociology,  and  common  sense,  are 
entitled  to  be  considered  in  selecting  the 
future  Federa]  Capital.  I  have  not  yet 
wavered  in  ray  affection  for  Eden;  its 
very  name  suggests  an  ideal  site. 

Mr.  Knox. — ^We  were  turned  out  ctf 
Eden. 

Mr.  RONALD.— That  is  so,  but  we 

found  another  Eden  in  Edinburgh,  and 
if  in  Australia  we  can  improve  upon  that 
we  shall  have  the  ideal  city,  the  golden  city, 
and  may  it  be,  if  not  the  Eternal  City,  a 
lasting  city.  But  we  should  view  this  mat- 
ter seriously  and  soberly,  and  in  view  of 
New  Zealand  forming  a  part  of  our  great 
federation,  Eden  port  will  be  about  as  near 
the  centre  of  the  Federation,  from  the  point 
of  view  of  accessibility,  as  we  can  get. 
It  has  been  said  that  we  require  an  agri- 
cultural area  for  the  Federal  Territory. 
We  do  not  require  an  agricultural  area ; 
what  we  need  is  a  horticultural  area,  and 
I  have  seen  no  better   horticultural  area 
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than  the  district  around  Bombala.  Some- 
thing has  been  said  about  the  grazing  pro- 
perties of  that  district,  and  I  need  only 
say  that  the  stock  it  produces  is  a  guaran- 
tee as  to  that.  I  ask  honorable  members 
to  remember  the  essential  elements  re- 
quired, and  to  rid  themselves  of  petty  pro- 
vincial jealousies.  We  have  no  objection 
to  the  selection  being  expedited  as  much 
as  possible,  but  we  deprecate  undue  haste. 
Time  is  not  wasted  in  making  necessary  in- 
quiries, and  in  that  connexion  we  should  all 
be  very  thankful,  especially  to  the  hcnx>raUe 
member  for  Hume,  for  the  opportunities 
afforded  honorable  members  to  visit  the 
various  sites  suggested,  that  they  might 
not  give  a  vote  in  the  dark.  I  am  suie 
the  honorable  gentleman  made  arrange- 
ments for  those  visits  purely  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  selection  of  the  most  suitable 
site.  Personally,  I  can  say  that  he  has 
ne^'er  in  any  way  sought  to  influence  me 
to  vote  for  a  particular  site.  Victoria  and 
New  South  Wales  are  not  the  only  States 
concerned  in  the  selection  we  make.  We 
should  remember  the  long  distances  whidi 
honorable  members  representing  Western 
Australia  and  Queensland  will  have  to 
come,  and  the  dreary  railway  journeys  they 
must  make.  In  their  interests  we  should 
see  that  the  site  selected  is  as  central  as 
possible,  and  we  should  not  forget  that 
It  is  important  to  know  which  line  of  rail- 
way with  a  tmifonn  gauge  would  be  most 
pn^table.  I  am  convinced  that  if  all  the 
elements  to  which  I  have  referred  are 
taken  into  account,  and  the  question  is 
dealt  with  impartially  and  without  preju- 
dice or  provincialism,  the  choice  must  lie 
between  the  Upper  Murray  and  the  Eden- 
Monaro  sites. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume),— I  un- 
derstood that  {here  was  no  intention  to  go 
to  a  divi^cm  on  the  clause  to-day.  Many 
honorable  members  who  wish  to  speak 
have  gone  away  with  that  understanding. 
I  shall  occupy  more  than  the  half-an-hour 
that  is  left  to  us,  and,  if  possible,  I  should 
prefer  not  to  speak  to-day.  I  am  aware  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Grampians  is  also 
very  anxious  to  speak  before  any  decision 
is  come  to.  I  hope  the  Government  will 
not  allow  the  clause  to  go  to  a  division 
when  there  is  such  a  small  attendance  of 
honorable  members. 

Mr.  Batchelor.  —  It  is  not  proposed 
now  to  ballot  for  particular  sites. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  If  we  pass 
clause  2  there  will  be  no  necessity  for  a 


ballot  It  would  be  altogether  against  the 
general  understanding  to  go  to  a  division 
on  this  clause  to-day.  I  know  that  re- 
quests have  been  made  that  there 
should  be  twenty-four  hours'  notice 
given  before  a  division  is  taken. 
We  might  as  well  adjourn  now.  I  do  not 
wish  to  commence  a  speech  to-day,  and 
finish  on  Tuesday.  I  should  prefer  to  say 
all  I  have  to  say  on  the  same  day.  The 
honorable  member  for  Gwydir  has  made  a 
most  eloquent  speech,  and  one  which  has 
been  unequalled  in  this  debate,  and  other 
honorable  members  are  not  inclined  to  pro- 
ceed to-day. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North  Syd- 
ney).—I  agree  with  the  honorable  member 
for  Hume  that  as  a  division  is  not  to  be 
taken  to-day  the  clause  cannot  be  passed 
as  it  stands.  I  wish  to  know  fiom  the  Go- 
vernment what  procedure  they  intend  to 
adopt  with  regard  to  the  amendment  that 
will  be  necessary  if  we  are  to  substitute 
another  site  for  that  which  is  mentioned  in 
the  Bill?  Is  it  proposed  that  all  the  words 
after  "  shall  be "  be  omitted,  creating  a 
blank  which  will  be  filled  up  by  another 
name;  or,  is  it  intended  to  substitute  an- 
other site  forthwith?  There  must  be  an 
opportunity  to  make  sure  that  the  site  which 
is  finally  inserted  is  supported  by  a  majo- 
rity of  the  House.  If  the  Government 
have  made  up  their  minds  as  to  the  pro- 
cedure to  be  adopted,  it  is  just  as  well  that 
they  should  inform  the  Committee. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby— Minister 
of  Home  Affairs). — ^The,  Government  do  not 
ask  the  Committee  to  come  to  a  division 

to-day,  but  as  we  have  not  yet  leached  the 
ordinary  adjournment  hour,  so  long  as  hon- 
orable members  are  prepared  to  speak  up  to 
4  o'clock,  we  shall  be  glad  if  they  will  ex- 
press their  views.     It  seems  to  me  that  the 
simplest  and  best  method  of  ascertaining  the 
opinion  of  the  House  would  be  to  continue 
the  discussion  on  the  motion  that  the  clause 
be  agreed  to.     When  the  debate  has  ex- 
hausted itself,  progress  will  be  leported, 
and  on  the  following  day  we  shall  take  a 
i  ballot  in  the  House.    If  we  were  to  adopt 
I  the  course  mentioned  by   the  honorable 
I  member  for  North  Sydney,  and  to  strike  out 
the  words  after  "be"  in  the  second  line  of 
I  the  clause,  it  would  be  impossible  after- 
I  wards  to  re-insert  the  words  if  it  were  de- 
sired to  do  so.     Therefore,  we  do  not  pro- 
pose lo  strike  them  out.     So  long  as  hon- 
I  orable  members  are  prepared  to  continue  the 
discussion  upon   the   sites   they-,  will  be 
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allowed  to  do  so.  But  there  will  be  no 
actual  division  in  Committee  upon  the 
clause.  The  decision  will  be  postponed 
until  a  ballot  has  taken  place  in  the  House. 
When  a  decision  is  arrived  at,  discussion 
will  be  resumed  in  Committee,  and  the  site 
determined  upon  by  ballot  will  be  inserted. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — Do  the  Government 
propose  to  postpone  the  clause  now? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— No.  If  no  hon- 
orable  member  desires  to  continue  the  dis- 
cussion, progress  will  be  reported. 

Mr.  Brown. — We  should  understand  that 
reporting  progress  does  not  mean  the  closing 
of  the  debate. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— We  do  not  sug- 
gest closing  the  debate  to-day. 

Progress  reported. 

House  adjourned  at  3.40  p.m. 


iO^ouse  of  iSrpresmtatibrs. 

Tuesday,  2  August,  1904. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.30  p.m., 
and  read  prayers. 

SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  2).- 
Assent  reported. 

FURTHER  SUPPLEMENTARY 
APPROPRIATION    BILL  (1902-3). 
Assent  reported. 

PUBLIC  SERVANTS'  DEBTS. 

Mr.  R.  EDWARDS.— During  my  recent 
visit  to  Queensland,  serious  complaints  were 
made  to  me  in  regard  to  the  difficulty  which 
tradespeople  there  experience  in  getting 
many  Federal  public  servants  to  meet  their 
financial  engagements.  I  ask  the  Post- 
master-General if  his  attent-on  has  been 
drawn  to  this  matter.  Has  the  difficulty  of 
compelling  many  Federal  public  servants  to 
pay  their  just  debts  been  brought  under  his 
notice  ?  If  such  complaints  have  been  made 
to  him,  will  he  seek  to  provide  a  remedy, 
by  regulation  or  otherwise? 

Mr.  MAHON. — ^A  substantial  though 
not  a  very  large  number  of  traders  have 
complained  to  the  Department  of  the  diffi- 
culty which  they  experience  in  inducing 
public  servants  to  meet  their  obligations. 
In  several  cases,  judgments  have  been  re- 
corded, and  execution  levied,  against  Fed- 
eral dficers ;  but  the  creditors  have  been  un- 
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able  even  by  that  means  to  secure  payment 
of  their  accounts.  The  matter  has  been  under 
the  con^deratiiHt  of  the  Public  Service  Com- 
missioner, who  is  of  opinion  that  the  Public 
Service  Act  gives  no  remedy  to  a  creditor 
unless  the  debt  is  sufficiently  large  to  allow 
him  to  sequestrate  his  debtor's  estate;  but, 
in  my  view,  misconduct  of  the  kind  com- 
plained of  can  be  dealt  with  under  section 
46  of  the  Act,  the  public  servant  being  guilty 
of  improper  conduct  in  allowing  himself 
to  be  dunned  by  creditors  during  office 
hours.  I  have  asked  the  Deputy  Post- 
masters-General of  the  various  States  to  in- 
vite the  c^Scers  against  whom  complaints 
have  been  lodged  to  make  a  statement  of 
their  defence.  When  such  statements  have 
been  received,  further  action  will  be  taken. 

Mr.  R.  EDWARDS.— In  the  case  of 
Palmer  v.  Wii/iers,  although  the  plaintiff 
obtained  a  judgment  against  his  debtor,  a 
Federal  public  official,  the  judgment  still 
remains  unsatisfied.  That  case  has  been 
brought  under  the  notice  of  both  the  pre- 
sent Postmaster -General  and  his  predeces- 
sor, and  I  ask,  therefore,  if  he  has  any  ob- 
jection to  laying  on  the  table  an  abstract 
of  the  papers  referring  to  it 

Mr.  MAHON. — Speaking  from  memory, 
a  judgment  was  recorded  against  the  de- 
fendant in  the  case  mentioned,  and  re- 
mains unsatisfied;  but  the  matter  is  still 
pending.  When  a  final  decision  is  ar- 
rived at,  I  shall  have  no  objection  to  lay- 
ing on  the  table  an  abstract  of  the  papers. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— Where  officers 
of  the  Postmaster-General's  Department 
have  to  sue  outsiders,  will  the  honorable 
gentleman  see  that  steps  are  taken  to  help 
them,  in  the  same  way  as  their  creditors  art 
to  be  helped? 

Mr.  MAHON. — I  am  not  aware  that  the 
creditors  of  Federal  officials  have  asked 
the  Department  to  do  anything  contrarv  to 
the  practice  which  has  obtained  in  the  De- 
partments of  the  States — that  is.  to  see  (hat 
the  officers  of  the  Federal  Public  Service 
are  reasonably  honest,  for  the  reputation  of 
the  service  itself. 

VANCOUVER  MAIL  SERVICE. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVXE.— In  Saturday's 
Argus  there  is  an  account  of  an  interview 
with  the  Prem  er  of  Queensland,  headed 
"  Ocean  Mail  Contracts  —  Position  of 
Queensland,"  in  which  the  following  state- 
ment occurs: — 

It  transpired,  ia  the  course  of  conversnlion, 
that  Mr.  Morgan  has  been  endeavouring  to  get 
the  New  Zealand  Government      t.ike  aver  the 
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Vancouver  (ervice.  The  New  Zealand  Govern- 
ment opened  negotiations  in  the  matter  through 
the  Federal  Government,  and  Mr.  Morgan  ex- 
pressed his  willingness  to  agree  to  a  proposal  to 
transfer  the  service  to  New  Zealand,  but  as  far 
as  he  knows,  nothing  has  yet  been  decided, 
though  the  negotiations  may  be  still  going  on 
with  the  company. 

I  wish  to  know  from  the  Postmaster- Gene- 
ral if  anything  has  been  done?  How  is  it 
that  Mr.'  Morgan  has  opened  up  negotia- 
tions with  the  New  Zealand  Government  in 
a  matter  which  is  entirely  wilhin  the  pro- 
vince of  the  Federal  Government? 

Mr.  MAHON. — The  statement  which  the 
honorable  member  has  read  is  partly  cor- 
rect, since  a  proposal  was  made  by  the 
Queensland  Government  in  the  direction  re- 
ferred to.  I  ask  him,  however,  to  give  for- 
mal notice  of  his  question,  so  that  I  may 
be  prepared  with  a  full  answer  to-morrow.. 

MAIL  SERVICE  WITH  KING 
ISLAND. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY  asked  the  Post- 
master-General, ufen  notice — 

I.  In  view  of  the  isolated  position  of  llie  people 
of  King  IsLmd,  and  the  very  high  price  de- 
manded b^  the  Union  Steamship  Co.  for  a 
limited  mail  service,  will  he  secure  one  of  the 
obsolete  gun-boats  of  Queensland,  iiuw  costing 
about  £2,iXio  annually  to  maintain,  uml  operate 
it  as  a  Commonwealth  enterprise  between  the 
mainland  and  King  Island? 

3.  Is  he  aware  that  a  profitable  business  could 
be  done  in  the  carriage  of  live  stock,  passengers, 
and  produce  ? 

3-  Is  he  aware  that  this  boat  would  aflord  the 
people  of  that  thriving  isLind  decent  com- 
munication with  the  rest  of  the  Commonwealth? 

Mr.  MAHON.— The  answers  to  the 
honorable  member's  questions  are  as  fol- 
low :- — 

1,  The  Postmaster-General's  Df|>artment  has 
no  control  over  the  gun-boats  of  Queensland,  and 
is  not  aware  that  they  could  be  used  for  the 
purpose  indicated. 

2,  So  far  as  the  Postmaster-General  has  been 
advised,  a  profitable  business  roul'l  not  be  done 
with  King  Island  by  the  use  of  a  gun-boat  for 
the  carriage  of  mails,  cargo,  and  passengers. 

3,  It  is  considered  that  llie  evicting  service, 
practically  once  a  week,  now  performed  by  the 
s.s.  Yainbagoona,  provides  reasonable  postal 
communication  with  King  Island,  especially  as 
the  revenue  derived  from  the  post-omcc  at  that 
island  only  amounts  to  ;^io^  per  annum.  The 
existing  service  costs,  including  the  salary  of  the 
postmaster,  ^^140  per  annum. 

TOWN  CLOCK,  BOULDER  CITY. 

Mr.  FRAZER  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  upon  notice — 

I.  \Yhether  he  is  aware  that,  owing  to  the 
absence  of  a  town  clock  at  Boulder  City,  Western 
Australia,  no  reasonable  facility  is  available  for 
the  people  there  to  ascertain  the  correct  time  7 


2.  If  so,  whether,  in  view  of  the  importance 
and  future  prospects  of  the  town  named,  he  will 
provide  sufficient  funds  in  his  Estimates,  1904-5, 
to  permit  of  the  erection  of  a  suitable  time-piece 
at  the  post-office? 

Mr.  MAHON.— The  answers  to  the 
honorable  member's  questions  are  as  fol- 
low:— 

1.  The  Postmaster-General  is  not  responsible 
for  any  lack  of  facility  owing  to  the  absence  of 
a  town  clock  at  Boulder  City. 

2.  He  cannot  undertake  to  provide  funds  on 
his  Estimates  for  the  erection  of  a  time-piece  at 
the  post-office,  as  he  is  not  prepared  to  depart 
from  the  decision  previously  arrived  at,  namely, 
that  it  is  not  the  function  of  his  Department  to 
provide  public  clocks  in  connexion  ,with  any 
post-offices.  If  a  public  clock  is  desired  at  the 
post-office,  it  should  be  supplied-  and  main- 
tained by  the  residents  in  accordance  with  the 
practice  followed  in  other  places  in  the  Commoa- 
wealth  tmder  similar  conditions. 

AUSTRALIAN  FROZEN  OR 
TINNED  MEAT. 

Mr.  KELLY  asked  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs,  upon  notice — 

1.  Whether  the  Japanese  Government  has  ar- 
ranged for  the  supply  of  Australian  or  foreign 
frozen  or  tinned  meat  to  its  troops  in  the  field? 

2.  If  so,  will  the  Commonwealth  Government 
impress  on  the  Government  of  New  South  Wales 
the  desirability  of  taking  the  present  favorable 
opportunity  to,  through  its  trade  representative 
in  the  east,  make  inquiries  as  to  the  best  means 
of  making  a  market  for  Australian  frozen  or 
tinned  meat  in  Japan? 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  answers  to  the 
honorable  member's  questions  are  as  fol- 
low : — 

1.  -  The  Government  has  no  information  in  re- 
gard to  contr.acts  which  may  have  been  entered 
into  by  the  Japanese  Government. 

2.  This  Government  favours  the  opening  of 
new  markets  for  Australian  products.  Queens- 
land, as  well  as  New  South  Wales,  has  a  special 
commercial  agent  in  the  east  present  to  advise 
on  l^e  matters  referred  to.  ' 

SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT  BILL. 

/«  Commitice  (Consideration  resumed 
from  29th  July,  vide  page  3753): 

Clause  z  (Determination  of  Seat  of  Gn 
vernment). 

Mr.  McLEAN  (Gippsland).— I  regard 
the  question  with  which  we  are  now  deal- 
ing as  one  of  supreme  importance,  because 
it  affects  the  interests,  not  only  of  the  pre- 
sent, but  of  all  future  generations.  Indeed, 
there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  our 
decision  will  affect  future  generations  to  a 
very  much  larger  extent  than  it  will  the 
present  generation,  because,  as  the  popula- 
tion of  the  Commonwealth  increases,  the 
importance  of  the  Seat  of  Government — if 
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we  make  a  wise  selection — will  grow  pro- 
portionately. Therefore,  it  would  be  most 
unfortunate  if  any  selfish  local  interests 
or  any  narrow  provincial  prejudices  were 
pennitted  to  b<xx)me  determining  factors 
in  the  choice  of  this  site.  If  we  could  only 
place  ourselves — I  know  that  it  is  a  difficult 
thing  to  do~in  the  position  of  impartial 
observers,  say  of  intelligent  foreigners,  and 
could  look  at  this  matter  without  any  per- 
sonal bias  or  selfish  interest  whatever,  I 
believe  we  should  find  it  very  much  easier 
to  make  a  judicious  selection  of  a  Federal 
Capital  Site.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
way  in  which  we  can  most  nearly 
approach  that  state  of  affairs  is 
by  first  determining  in  our  own 
minds  the  omditions  which  are  most 
essential  to  the  Seat  of  Government.  Hav- 
ing arrived  at  a  decision  without  having 
been  influenced  by  an  undue  regard  for 
any  particular  locality,  we  should  then 
consider  how  far  the  different  available 
sites  comply  with  those  conditions.  After 
having  given  this  matter  very  careful 
consideration,  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  most  essential 
conditions  to  any  Federal  Capital  Site  are 
centrality  and  accessibility.  Other  essen- 
tials are  an  abundant  supply  of  pure  fresh 
water,  a  healthy  locality,  and  a  good  cli- 
mate. I  am  also  of  opinion  that  the  Seat 
of  Government  should  be  established  in  a 
picturesque  district,  which  is  possessed  of 
some  distinctive  features  of  natural  beauty. 
Then,  of  course,  it  is  most  desirable  that 
the  Federal  territory  should  contain  a  fair 
proportion  of  good  productive  land.  Of 
course,  there  are  other  minor  advan- 
tages into  the  consideration  of  which  it  is 
■not  necessary  for  me  to  enter.  But  the 
conditions  which  I  have  enumerated  I  re- 
gard as  essential  to  a  suitable  site  for  the 
Seat  of  Government. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — What  does  the  honor- 
able member  mean  by  saying  that  the  site 
should  be  a  central  one? 

Mr.  McLEAX.— I  mean  that  it  should  be 
central  from  the  stand-point  of  the  nearest 
available  trade  routes.  Of  course,  I  do 
not  mean  that  it  should  be  central  from  the 
point  of  view  of  a  camel  service  or  of  any- 
thing of  an  impracticable  character. 

Mr.  Skene. — Not  from  the  stand-point 
of  existing  lines  only  ? 

Mr.  McLEAN.— No.  I  mean  that  the 
site  which  we  select  should  be  capable  of 
being  made  central  at  a  reasonable  cost 
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Mr.  Wilkinson. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber would  have  some  regard  to  future  pecu- 
lation, too? 

Mr.'  McLEAN.— Decidedly.  In  select- 
ing the  Seat  of  Government  we  should 
never  lose  sight  of    futiure  generations, 

because  I  believe  that  they  will  be  more 
deeply  affected  by  our  determination  than 
will  be  the  present  generation.  Having 
carefully  considered  the  conditions  which 
I  regard  as  essential  to  a  suitable  site, 
the  next  step  is  to  ascertain  how  far  each 
of  the  proptised  sites  complies  with  those 
conditions.  Let  me  deal  first  with  the 
western  site.  I  have  regarded  this  ques- 
Hon  from  every  vtand-point,  and  I  have 
looked  in  vain  for  the  reasons  which  have  in- 
6vced  the  advocates  of  that  site  to  support 
it.  So  far  as  centrality  and  accessibility 
are  concerned,  we  must  remember  that  there 
are  four  States  situated  to  the  south  of 
Sydney,  and  only  one  to  the  north. 

Mr.  R.  Edwabds. — May  not  the  northern 
State  become  the  most  populous? 

Mr.  McLF.AN. — Heaven  only  knows.  I 
should  not  be  at  all  surprised  if  in  the  not 
far  distant  future,  Western  Australia,  with 
its  vast  territory,  and  its  enormous  mineral 
deposits,  t>ecame  the  most  populous  of  all 
the  States.  Yet  it  is"  farthest  removed  from 
all  the  proposed  sites  for  the  Seat  of  Go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  Carpeoter. — In  connexion  with  this 
question,  that  State  has  not  been  considered 
at  all. 

Mr.  McI.KAN. — I  am  very  much  afraid 
that  up  to  th(!  present  time  it  has  not.  When 
we  rerollect  that  there  are  four  States  situ- 
ated to  the  south  of  Sydney  and  only  one 
to  the  north,  is  it  fair  to  establish  the  Seat 
of  Government  to  the  north  of  Sydney? 

Mr.  R.  Fdwards. — Certainly  j  that  is 
where  it  should  be. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  am  glad  that  my  hon- 
orable friend  can  reoancile  such  a  proposal 
with  his  conscience.  T  Can  stretch  my  own 
conscience  fairly,  but  if  I  stretched  it  to 
that  extent,  I  should  feel  that  I  was  false 
to  my  trust,  and  that  I  was  not  representing 
the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth  as  a 
whole,  wliich,  after  all,  is  what  we  should 
endeavour  to  do. 

Mr.  McDonald. — Coghlan  states  that 
within  a  few  years,  the  centre  of  population 
will  be  to  the  north  of  Sydney. 

Mr.  McLEAX. — I  am  not  aware  that 
Mr.  Coghlan  is  endowed  with  any  divine 
gift  of  prophecy,  or  that  he  is  more  capable 
of  looking  into  the  future  than  we  are. 
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Mr.  Fowler. — Very  probably  Mr.  Cogh- 
lan  has  never  visited  Western  Australia. 

Mr.  McDonald. — The  ComnxHiwealth 
pays  £loQ  a  .year  to  obtain  his  hotik.,  any- 
how. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — Does  the  honorable 
member  Imagine  that  because  Mr.  Coghlan 
is  a  careful  recorder  of  events  which 
have  transpired,  he  is  better  able  to 
forecast  the  future  capabilities  of  the 
different  States  than  we  are?  We 
must  took  at  this  matter  from  a 
more  reasonable  stand-point.  When  we 
consider  that  there  are  four  States  situated 
to  the  south  of  Sydney,  and  only  one  State 
to  the  north,  it  appears  to  me  that  any  pro-  j 
posal  to  establish  the  Federal  Capital  to  I 
the  north  of  that  city  is  an  outrage  upon 
common  sense.  From  the  stand-point  of 
centrality,  it  is  certainly  nothing  less  than 
grotesque.  Even  if  the  Capital  were  estab- 
lished on  the  Avestern  site  it  would  be  utterly 
impossible  for  it  to  trade  with  any  State 
other  than  New  South  Wales.  The  cost 
of  land  carriage  is  so  great  that  it  would 
put  all  trade  relations  between  Lynd- 
hurst  and  the  capital  of  any  other  State 
absolutely  out  of  the  question.  Every 
ton  of  produce  which  was  grown  there, 
and  which  was  not  consumed  locally, 
would  have  to  filter  through  Sydney  be- 
fore it  could  reach  any  other  State. 
Sydney  is  practically  its  only  shipping 
port.  If  it  be  proposed  to  select  the  Capi- 
tal in  the  interests  of  only  one  State,  then 
the  best  course  for  the  representatives  of 
other  States  to  pursue  will  be  to  stand  aside 
and  allow  the  representatives  of  New  South 
Wales,  who  are  the  best  judges,  to  deter- 
mine where  it  shall  be  established.  It  is  not 
my  own  view,  however,  that  any  one  State  is 
entitled  to  a  monopoly.  New'South  Wales 
drnve  n.  very  hard  bargain,  and  is  doubtless 
entitk'd  to  the  "  pound  of  flesh  "  which  she 
demanded.  I  should  be  the  last  to  depart 
even  one  iota  from  the  constitutional  provi- 
sion that  the  Capital  shall  be  established  in 
that  State,  unless  I  did  so  at  the  request 
of  its  representatives;  but,  subject  to  that 
one  condition,  it  is  our  duty  to  consider  the 
interests  of  the  whole  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  McDonald. — Will  the  honorable 
member  show  the  Committee  in  what  way 
some  of  the  other  States  are  going  to  receive 
any  advantage? 

Mr.  McLEAN, — I  shall  endeavour  to  do 
so.  The  Constitution  gives  the  Seat  of  Go- 
vernment to  New  South  Wales,  and  we 
should  loyally  adhere  to  the  compact.  But 
what  is  the  compact  ?  It  has  bewi  contended 


by  some  honorable  members  that  the  correct 
interpretation  of  the  constitutional  pro- 
vision that  the  Capital  sdiall  not  be  within 
I  oo  miles  of  Sydney  is  that  it  shall 
be  as  near  to  that  limit  as  possible. 
It  appears  to  me  that  that  is  about  as  absurd 
a  contention  as  could  be  urged.  The  plain 
English  of  it  is  this:  "You  must  not 
break  the  law,  but  you  must  go  as  near 
breaking  it  as  you  can."  That  is  not  a 
reasonable  construction.  The  Constitution 
imposes  two  limitations;  the  one  is  that 
the  Capital  shall  not  be  within  loo  miles 
of  Sydney,  and  the  other  is  that  it  shall  bfs 
within  the  borders  of  New  South  Wales. 
It  would  be  just  as  reasonable  to 
conteiid  that  we  must  establish  the 
Capital  as  near  as  possible  to  some  part 
of  the  borders  of  New  South  Wales 
as  to  urge  that  it  must  be  placed  as  near 
the  loo-miles  limit  as  possible.  The  com- 
mon-sense interpretation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion is,  to  my  mind,  that  we  are  free  to 
select  within  these  two  limits  the  site  which 
is  most  suitable,  central,  and  accessible  to 
the  people  of  the  whole  of  the  States,  hav- 
ing due  regard  to  the  present  and  future 
interests  of  each  State.  Taking  that  view 
of  the  position,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that,  even  if  Lyndhurst  possessed 
every  other  advantage  in  an  eminent  degree, 
the  one  disadvantage,  that  it  can  never 
trade  with  any  but  one  State,  is  fatal, 
and  should  cause  any  reasonable  person, 
who  wishes  to  consider  and  conserve  the 
interests  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  regard 
it  as  being  out  of  the  running.  C(»ning 
to  the  second  condition,  the  necessity  for 
an  abundant  supply  of  pure,  fresh  water, 
how  does  Lyndhurst  compare  with  other 
sites  ?  Its  most  ardent  advocates  admit 
that  it  is  inferior  in  that  respect  to  any 
of  the  other  sites.  But  that  is  not  all. 
If  we  turn  to  the  report  of  the  experts, 
what  do  we  find  ?  It  is  true  that  we  are 
told  that  at  an  enormous  expenditure  a 
sufficient  supply  could  be  procured,  but 
hat  supply  does  not  now  exist.  If  we 
took  any  given  area,  and,  calculating  the 
rainfall,  made  provision  for  impoundi' 
all  the  water  that  fell  upon  it,  we  slxnild  no 
doubt  be  able  to  secure  a  suBknent  supply 
for  a  considerable  population. 

Mr.  Johnson.  —  Surely  the  fact  that 
125,000,000  gallons  of  water  are  daily 
running  to  waste  in  Lyndhurst  district 
ought  to  be  a  sufficient  guarantee  of  an 
adequate  suppiv  ? 

Mr.  McLEAN.  —  We  know,  from  the 
testimony  of  the  Commissioners  who  were 
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appointed  to  inspect  and  report  on  this 
question,  that  the  water  is  not  thefe  at 
present. 

Mr.  Knox. — ^Then  there  is  the  report  of- 
the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan, 

Mr.  McLEAN.—Quite  so.  The  prin- 
cipal scMirce  of  water  supply  to  which  the 
Commissioners  referred  was,  tbey  said,  dry 
on  the  occasion  of  their  visit  What  sort 
of  a  source  is  that  from  which  to  draw 
supplies  for  the  future  Capital? 

Mr.  Johnson. — There  is  even  now  pro- 
vision for  a  temporary  supply. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — The  Commissioners  re- 
ported that  if  Lyndhurst  were  selected,  a 
temporary  supply  for  the  workmen 
engaged  in  erecting  the  necessary  Federal 
buildings  could  be  procured  by  construct- 
ing a  dam  s(Mne  eight  miles  distant  from  the 
site,  and  the  water  would  have  to  be  con- 
veyed from  that  point  to  the  Capital.  When 
we  ranember  that  the  population  of  the 
Federal  Capital  for  a  very  long  time  to 
come  is  likely  to  be  very  limited,  we  must 
recognise  that  it  would  be  undesirable  to 
select  a  site  at  which  an  enormous  ex- 
penditure would  have  to  be  incurred  to 
procure  a  supply  which  would  be  sufficient 
for  requirements,  even  during  the  early 
years  of  its  existence.  At  any  of  the 
other  sites  we  should  be  able  to  obtain  a 
sufficient  supply  for  many  years  to  come 
witlunit  incurring  any  expense.  Where 
streams  of  pure,  fresh  water  are  running 
through  the  territories  proposed  to  be 
selected,  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  go  to 
any  expense  to  secure  a  sufficient  supply. 
In  this  most  essential  condition,  therefore, 
Lyndhurst  is  absolutely  wanting ;  and 
is  a  very  bad  last  when  compared 
with  the  other  sites.  If  we  con- 
sider the  feature  of  natural  beauty 
and  picturesqueness  of  locality,  even 
its  most  ardent  admirers  have  admitted  that 
in  that  respect  it  is  far  inferior  to  any  of 
the  other  sites.  It  would  be  interesting  to 
Inow  what  qualifications  it  do»  possess, 
except  the  one  that  it  will  give  a  monopoly 
of  trade  to  one  city  for  all  time.  It  pos- 
se?;ses  none  of  the  essential  features  re- 
quired in  the  site  for  the  Federal  Capital. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — In  the  opinion  of  ' 
the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  am  not  giving  merely 
my  own  opinion.  I  am  referring  honor- 
able members  to  the  reports  submitted  for 
our  consideration.  Let  us  take  the  feature 
of  the  possession  of  good  productive  land, 
and  how  does  Lyndhurst  compare  in  that 
respect  with  the  other  sites?    The  honor- 


able member  for  Macquarie  is,  I  believe, 
unconsciously  biased,  and  on  that  account 
leans  a  good  deal  to  one  side ;  although  I  am 
perfectly  sure  that,  as  one  of  the  strongest 
advocates  of  the  Lyndhurst  site,  he  is  act- 
ing quite  conscientiously.  The  htmorable 
member  quoted  a  number  of  figures  to  show 
that  a  greater  area  of  land  has  been  cul- 
tivated in  the  Lyndhurst  district  than  in 
the  Monaro  district,  but  he  did  not  quote 
a  single  figure  which  was  of  the  slightest 
value  to  the  Committee  in  comparing  the 
fertility  of  the  soil  in  the  two  localities. 
No  doubt  there  is  a  greater  area  of  land 
being  cultivated  in  the  Lyndhurst  district, 
for  the  simple  reason  that  the  settlers  in 
that  district  have  the  advantage  of  direct 
railway  communication  with  Sydney,  whilst 
the  people  in  the  Bombala  district  have  not 
that  advantage,  and  have  no  possible  means 
of  exporting  produce.  It  would  be  impos- 
sible for  the  people  of  the  Bombala  dis- 
trict to  grow  profitably  any  more  pro- 
duce than  is  required  for  local  con- 
sumption ;  but  they  have  cultivated  for 
local  consumption  a  far  greater  area 
of  land  than  is  necessary  to  enable  us  to 
prove  the  quality  of  the  soil  as  compared 
with  that  in  the  Lyndhurst  district.  I 
should  not  have  entered  upon  the  comparison 
if  the  honorable  member  for  Macquarie  had 
n{;t  compared  the  areas  under  cultivation, 
which,  by  themselves,  are  most  mis- 
leading. If  the  honorable  member  had 
given  us  the  yields  per  acre  in 
the  two  districts — the  only  figures  of 
any  value  at  all  in  comparing  the  rela- 
tive merits  of  soil  and  climate  for  purposes 
of  production — we  should  have  found  that 
the  case  wore  a  very  different  complexion. 
The  Commissioners  have  submitted  to  us 
certain  figures  which  they  obtained  from  the 
Agricultural  Department  of  New  South 
Wales.  They  took  the  average  yield  of 
crops  over  a  period  of  eight  years,  and  I 
find  from  their  report  that  in  the  Lyndhurst 
district  the  average  yield  of  wheat  over  that 
period  was  ix  mishels  per  acre;  whilst  in 
the  Bombala  district  it  was  12*1  bushels  per 
acre.  The  yield  of  maize  in  the  Lyndhurst 
district  was  io"3  bushels  per  acre,  and  in 
the  Bcmnbala  district  40'3  bushels,  nearly 
300  per  cent,  greater. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. — A  little  picked 
spot. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — There  were  12,513  acres 
cultivated  in  the  Bombala  district,  and  cme- 
tenth  of  that  area  would  be  ample  to  test 
the  qualities  of  the  soil. 
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Mr.  G.  B.  Edwakds. — ^How  much  maize 
allogetho'  is  grown  at  Bombala? 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  have  given  the  total 
area  under  cultivation.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  at  liberty  to  look  out  other  statistics 
for  himself. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — In  parts  of  the 
Eden-Monaro  district,  as  much  as  jQ^oo  an 
acre  has  been  paid  for  land  on  which  to 
cultivate  maize. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — The  barley  crop  in  the 
Lyndhurst  district  produced  i6'7  bushels 
per  acre,  and  in  the  Bombala  district  25'! 
budiels.  The  Lyndhurst  district  produced 
18' 58  bushels  of  oats  per  acre,  and  the  Bom- 
bala district  ^o'^  bushels.  The  average 
yield  per  acre  of  potatoes  in  the  Lyndhurst 
district  for  the  period  mentioned  was  1*7 
tons,  whilst  in  Bcanbala  the  average  yield 
was  2'6  tons,  or  nearly  double  the  Lynd- 
hurst returns.  Honorable  members  will  see 
that,  while  in  every  case  the  yield  from 
B(»nbala  district  is  cmsiderably  ahead,  in 
the  case  of  potatoes  it  is  nearly  double,  and 
in  the  case  of  maize  it  is  nearly  four  times 
the  yield  of  the  Lyndhurst  distnct.  Honor- 
able members  should  remember  that  these 
are  two  crops  which  require  good  land, 
whilst  a  fair  crop  of  cereals  can  be  grown 
on  very  poor  land.  The  crops  in  respect  of 
which  the  Lyndhurst  district  most  nearly 
approaches  the  yields  in  the  Monaro  district 
are  crops  requiring  the  poorest  land  to  pro- 
duce them ;  but  when  we  come  to  compare 
crops  requiring  really  rich  land  Lyndhurst 
is  nowhere  as  compared  with  Bombala. 
Taking  every  qualification  that  is  essential 
for  a  judicious  selection  of  a  site  for  the 
Seat  of  Government,  Lyndhurst  is  a  bad 
last  when  compared  with  the  other  sites 
suggested.  I  have  looked  at  the  matter  as 
impartially  as  I  can,  and  I  cannot  discover 
a  single  qualification  in  respect  of  which 
Lyndhurst  approaches  anywhere  near  the 
Bombala  site. 

>Ir.  Batchelor. — Has  the  honorable 
member  read  the  "Case  for  the  West"  ?  Has 
he  looked  at  the  pictures  in  that  pamphlet  ? 

Mr.  McLEAN.— I  have.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  pictures  are  very  pretty,  and 
the  pamphlet  reflects  great  credit  on  those 
who  have  got  it  up.  Their  labour  and 
energy  in  the  cause  of  Lyndhurst  have  been 
worthy  of  a  very  much  better  cause,  and 
my  only  regret  is  that  they  have  not  been 
expended  in  a  better  cause.  The  next  site  to 
which  I  will  refer  is  that  which  is  called 
"  the  southern  site."  So  far  as  good  pro- 
ducti\'e  land  is  concerned,  it  probably 
stands  highest  of  all.  I  am  not  personally 


acquainted  with  the  land,  but  I  have  care- 
fully watched  the  stock  that  has  come  from 
that  district  during  the  last  quarter  of  a 
centur)',  and  if  I  see  the  stock  ccMning  from 
a  district,  and  have  some  idea  of  the  num- 
ber of  stock  run  there,  I  can  readily  tell 
the  character  of  the  land  in  the  district. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  the  matter  of 
productive  land  the  Upper  Murray  site 
probably  stands  first.  In  my  opinion  it 
complies  with  all  the  essential  conditions 
but  one,  and  that  is  that,  like  Lyndhurst, 
it  is  too  far  from  a  shipping  port.  If 
there  were  no  available  site  possessing  the 
necessary  qualifications  nearer  to  a  shipping 
port.  I  should  not  hesitate  to.  vote  for  the 
Upper  JIurray  site.  In  the  circumstances, 
as  we  know  them,  I  can  only  place  it 
second.  I  admit  that  it  possesses  a 
good  climate,  soil,  and  water  supply, 
local  features  of  natural  beauty,  and 
all  the  other  essential  qualifications. 
But  I  think  that  for  a  Federal  Capital 
it  is  rather  too  far  from  a  shipping  pent. 
So  far  as  oentrality  and  accessibility  are 
concerned,  the  Monaro  «tes  far  surpass 
any  of  the  others.  The  town  of  Bombala 
is  exactly  midway  between  Melbourne  and 
Sydney,  and  is  just  a  little  further  from 
Hobart  than  from  Sydney.  Bombala  is 
about  as  central  a  spot  as  could  be  obtained, 
having  in  view  Melbourne,  Sydney,  and 
Hobart ;  and  it  is  about  equi-distant  be- 
tween Brisbane  and  Adelaide.  Therefore, 
so  far  as  five  States  are  concerned,  B(Mn- 
bala  is  probably  the  most  central  by  the 
available  routes  'of  commerce — ^by  water 
C(»nmunication.  Bombala  is  the  only  site 
which  would  enable  the  ccwnmerce  of 
the  Federal  territory  to  be  maintained 
with  distant  States.  The  one  State  which 
is  far  removed  is,  of  course.  Western  Aus- 
tralia. That  State  will  always  be  heavily 
handicapped  as  compared  with  the  other 
States ;  but,  seeing  that  the  Capital  must 
be  in  New  South  Wales,  Bcnnbala  would 
afford  the  nearest  available  port  for  West- 
em  Australia. 

Mr.  Fowler. — We  shall  travel  to  the 
Federal  Capital  by  rail,  and  not  by  sea. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — The  honorable  member 
may  travel  by  rail ;  but  he  must  admit  that 
the  commerce  of  the  Federal  territory  could 
not  be  carried  on  by  the  same  means  of 
communication. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — We  should  also 
have  to  reach  Lyndhurst  by  rail. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — There  must  be  water 
communication  if  there  is  to  be  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  Federal  Capital 
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and  the  other  States }  and  that  water  com- 
munication can  only  be  got  by  one  means 
— the  world's  great  highway.  We  see  that 
even  for  distant  Western  Australia,  Two- 
fold Bay  is  the  nearest  port  that  could  be 
selected.  If  honorable  members  look  at  the 
available  routes  of  traffic  they  will  see  that 
in  respect  of  accessibility  the  Monaro 
site  i$  inoc»nparabIe.  That  site  is  not  only 
central  md  accessible,  by  means  of  the  port 
of  Twofold  Bay,  to  all  the  other  States  of 
the  Commonwealth,  but  is  also  accessible 
to  the  markets  of  the  outer  world,  and, 
having  regard  to  the  future,  that  is  a  very 
important  consideration.  If  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Commonwealth  to  have  a  large 
Federal  territory,  and  to  develop  that  terri- 
tory, it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  we 
should  be  in  a  posttiCHi  to  trade  with  any  part 
of  the  world.  There  is  one  point  with  re- 
gard to  the  Lyndhurst  site  to  which  I  do  not 
thir^  I  have  referred.  That  site  can  be 
approached  only  through  the  territory  of  one 
State,  and  that  appears  to  me  to  be  a  fatal 
defect.  We  do  not  know  what  relations 
may  exist  at  any  future  time  between  the 
Government  of  that  State  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Commonwealth.  We  do  not 
know  what  conditicms  might  be  imposed  chi 
traffic  bv  the  State  Government  If  we 
turn  to  the  Commonwealth  Constitution,  we 
find  very  little  consolation.  While  prohi- 
biting preferential  or  differential  railway 
rates,  the  Constitution  provides  that  due 
regard  must  be  had  to  the  financial  condi- 
tions of  the  railways,  and  also  to  the  de- 
velopment of  the  territory.  Those  condi- 
tions were  inserted  in  the  Constitution  by 
the  representatives  of  New  South  Wales  in 
order  to  secure  the  trade  of  the  Riverina. 
I  have  heard  that  said  bv  the  representatives 
of  New  South  Wales  themselves,  so  that  it 
is  no  mere  assumption  on  my  part ;  and  I 
give  them  all  credit  for  the  object  which  they 
had  in  view.  The  Riverina  is  a  part  of 
New  South  Wales,  and  it  was  quite  ex- 
cusable on  the  part  of  the  representatives  of 
'that  State  in  the  Ccmvention  to  do  what 
they  could  to  secure  the  trade  of  that  dis- 
trict for  their  own  capital.  That  was  the 
object  of  placing  those  conditions  in  the  Con- 
stitution ;  and  I  venture  to  say  that  there  is 
no  legal  member  of  this  House  who  could 
tell  us  exactly  what  the  meaning  of  the 
words  of  the  Constitution  is,  or  what 
interpretation  might  be  placed  on  them 
by  the  High  Court  or  by  an  Inter-State 
Commission.  In  my  opinion,  the  fact  that 
one  of  the  proposed  sites  is  accessible  only 
through  the  territcury  of  one  State  presents 


a  disqualification  which  should  put  that 
site  "out  of  the  running."  A  Federal 
Capital  site  should  be  accessible  through 
more  than  one  State,  and  the  sites  in  the 
Monaro  districts  are  the  only  ones  which 
comply  with  all  conditions  as  to  accessi- 
bility. These  sites  are  equally  accessible 
by  water  from  the  capitals  of  all  the 
States,  and  are  also  open  to  cOTimunicaticm 
with  the  markets  of  the  world.  In  all 
other  respects,  the  Monaro  sites  possess 
to  a  very  large  extent  qualifications  which 
I  consider  essential. 

Mr.  Fowler.  —  Would  the  honorable 
member  make  Twofold  Bay  Federal  terri- 
tory? 

Mr.  McLEAN.  —  I  certainly  would, 
evai  if  it  were  only  to  the  extent  of  a 
narrow  strip  of  land.  I  should  like  the 
Federal  territory  to  extend  right  to  the 
shipping  port,  so  that  the  Commcmwealth 
need  be  mider  no  obligation  to  any  State, 
but  should  be  able  to  export  and  impc»t 
direct. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.  ■ —  Would  the 
honorable  member  make  Twofold  Bay  a 
safe  harbor? 

Mr.  McLEAN.— I  should  do  my  level 
best  to  do  so. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — That  means  a 
gigantic  expense. 

Mr.  McLEAN.  —  I  should  carry  out 
those  works  only  as  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation warranted.  It  would  not,  of  course, 
bQ  necessary  to  go  to  great  expense  in  the 
initial  stages;  but  as  population  increased 
we  could  gradually  develop  the  resources 
and  carry  out  the  necessary  works. 

Mr.  Johnson.  —  Has  the  honorable 
member  for  Gippsland  seen  the  harbor  at 
Twofold  Bay? 

Mr.  McLEAN.— No,  I  have  not  But 
I  have  read  most  carefully  the  description 
of  that  harbor,  and  have  considered  the 
opinions  of  experts.  I  do  not  profess  to 
have  any  engineering  Icnowledge,  or 
familiarity  with  navigation,  which  would 
enable  me,  as  a  layman,  to  give  an  opini(xi 
of  any  value ;  I  am  guided  by  the  opinions 
of  men  who  know. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — ^And  the  re- 
port of  those  men  is  that  there  must  be  a 
tremendous  expenditure  on  a  break-water. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — It  may  ultimately  be 
necessary  to  incur  considerable  expense; 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — A  sum  of 
;£i5o,ooo  would  do  all  that  is  necessary. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— We  know  that  the  rail- 
way from  Sydney  already/^xtends  into  the 
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Monaro  territory,  and  only  a  slight  exten- 
sion would  be  necessary  to  whatever  site 
might  be  selected  on  the  tableland.  Rail- 
way communication  through  New  South 
Wales  could  be  obtained  at  very  moderate 
expenditure ;  and  there  is  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  within  a  reas(»iab]e  time  there 
will  also  be  direct  railway  communication  I 
from  Victcma.  An  honorable  member  inter- 
jected the  other  night  that  the  railway 
from  Victoria  would  cost  more  than  would 
the  water  supply  at  Lyndhurst.  Surely 
there  is  a  great  difference  between  sinking 
money  in  a  dead  concern,  which  will  give 
no  return,  and  investing  money  in  a  repro- 
ductive work? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — But  there  will 
also  be  heavy  expenditure  necessary  for  a 
water  supply  at  Bombala. 

Mr,  McLEAN. — I  have  already  pointed 
out  that  for  years  to  come  the  small  popu- 
lation which  may  be  expected  need  not  in- 
cur any  expenditure  on  that  account,  having 
regard  to  the  running  rivers  which  are  there 
available.  Those  rivers  will  give  a  sufficient 
water  supply  for  many  years  to  come. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — But  the  rivers 
are  below  the  level. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — When  the  population 
arrives  there,  further  expenditure  on  this 
score  may  be  incurred.  It  may  be  con- 
tended that  the  railway  from  Victoria 
would  not  pay  for  some  years  to  come.  So 
far  as  traffic  is  concerned  that  would  pro- 
bably be  true ;  but  honorable  members 
should  bear  in  mind  that  millions  of  acres 
would  be  openad  up  by  such  a  line* — 
a  considerable  area  of  which  is  extremely 
rich  land.  In  fact,  I  think  that  in  East 
Gippsland  would  be  found  some  of  the 
richest  land  on  the  Continent  of  Australia. 
To  give  honorable  members  an  idea  of  the  i 
productiveness  of  the  land.  I  may  mention 
that  on  the  river  flats  loo  bushels  of  maize 
to  the  acre  is  quite  a  common  crop.  Last 
year  there  were  numbers  of  crops  that  went 
over  loo  bushels  to  the  acre  on  the  Orbost 
flats.  There  is  a  considerable  area  of 
extremely  rich  land  in  the  valleys  of  the 
Tambo,  Snowy,  and  Buchan  rivers.  There 
are  also  good  jungle  lands  in  the  McCulloch 
ranges.  In  addition  to  the  land  that  would 
be  brought  into  agriculture,  there  are  vast 
extents  of  magnificent  forest.  Splendid 
timber  can  be  obtained.  There  is  also 
an  enormous  quantity  of  mineral  wealth. 
There  are  large  iron  deposits,  as  well  as 
gold  and  silver  and  other  minerals.  In  fact, 
1  might  remind  honorable  members  that 
about  three  or  four  years  aga  a  private  com- 


pany, for  the  sake  of  the  minerals,  offered 
to  construct  a  railway  to  Mount  Deddick, 
on  the  Snowy  River,  at  their  own  expense, 
on  most  reasonable  terms,  as  far  as  I  cacn 
remember.  I  think  that  the  bargain  fell 
through  only  because  the  company  were  not 
willing  to  agree  to  the  conditions  of  resump- 
I  tion  which  the  Victorian  Government  sought 
to  impose.  So  that  honorable  members  will 
see  that  there  is  not  onlv  the.  traffic  to  the 
Federal  Capital  which  could  be  relied  upon 
to  make  a  railway  pay.  The  loading  of 
the  land  to  a  very  small  extent  per  acre 
with  the  cost  of  construction  would  pay  a 
very  considerable  portion  of  the  cost. 
In  that  way  the  State  of  Victori.t 
would  get  back  a  considerable  amount  of  the 
outlay,  and  the  investment  would  be  repro- 
ductive indirectly,  apart  from  the  direct 
traffic  on  the  line.  Looking  at  the  matter 
all  round,  I  intend  to  vote  for  the  Monaro 
site.  The  Upper  Murray  site,  as  I  have 
already  stated,  possesses,  in  my  opinion, 
every  condition  that  is  essential,  with 
the  one  exception  that  it  is  not  by  any 
means  as  accessible  by  water  as  are  the 
Monaro  sites ;  and  that  is  the  only  means 
of  keeping  up  commercial  relations  with 
the  various  States.  Except  for  that  I 
should  feel  disposed  to  vote  for  it,  because 
I  believe  the  land  of  the  Upper  Murray  is 
better  than  the  land  of  the  Monaro  sites  ; 
although  there  is  a  very  large  area  of  very 
good  land  at  Monaro.  My  own  firm  hai-e 
sold  from  the  vicinity  of  B(nnbala  scmie  of  the 
best  cattle  that  I  had  seen  in  the  Melbourne 
markets  since  our  business  was  established 
here.  Even  after  travelling  over  the  moun- 
tains down  to  Bairnsdale,  ar*d  being  trucked 
from  there — and  honorable  members  who 
have  any  knowledge  of  stock  must  be 
I  aware  that  heavy  prime  bullocks  lose 
something  in  condition  in  travelling 
over  mountainous  country — they  fetched 
high  prices.  I  do  not  like  to  mention 
figures  from  memory,  but  the  price  they  rea- 
lized was  a  record  price  for  many  years 
prior  to  that  date.  I  think  that  the  price 
has  been  surpassed  during  the  years  of 
drought,  but  only  on  one  or  two  occasions. 
That  is  a  sufficient  proof  of  -what  the  Mon- 
aro land  is  capable  of  producing.  The 
climate  of  Monaro  is  prcAably  as  healthy 
as  can  be  found  in  any  part  of  Australia^ 
It  is  quite  true  that  it  is  cold  in  winter  ; 
but  the  atmosphere  isdry,  crisp,  and  healthy . 
I  hara  heard  it  referred  to  by  doctors  as 
an  ideal  site  for  the  establishment  of  a 
sanatorium;  and  any  place  that  would  be 
selected  for  that  purpose^yskilled  medical 
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men  cannot  be  objected  to  on  the  score 
of  climate.    As  to  natural  beauty,  I  think 
that  every  honorable  member  admits  ttiat 
either  of  the  IMonaro  sites  possesses  that 
qualification  to  a  very  large  extent.  There 
can  be  no  question  that  there  is  an  abun- 
ilant  water  supply,  not  only  for  stock  and 
domestic  purposes,  but  also  for  irrigation, 
for   making  artificial    lakes,  for  motive 
power,  for  generating  electricity,  or  for 
any  other  purpose  to  which  water  power 
can  be  successfully  applied.    I  believe  that 
the  Upper  Murray  site  also  possesses  those 
advantages  to  a  very  large  extent.  But, 
looking  at  the  matter  fill  round,  the  Mcmaro 
site,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  possesses  all  ! 
the  qualifications  for  a  Capital  city,  and  it  ! 
is  far  in  advance  of  other  places  in  regard  ' 
to  accessibility  and  centrality  of  position 
— lhat  is,  of  course,  by  means  of  water  . 
communication,  which  I  contend  is  the  only  ! 
means  by  which  commercial  relations  can 
be  established  or  maintained  with  the  other 
States.  If  we  were  to  show  the  map  of  Aus- 
tralia to  intelligent  foreigners,  and  ask  them 
to  look  at  the  different  sites  and  say  from 
the  stand-point  of  outsiders  which  was  ; 
preferable,  I  am  perfectly  sure  that  nine  out  ' 
of  ten  would  point  to  the  site  that  is  near 
the  port  of  Twofold  Bay.   A  very  good  in- 
stance of  the  view  that  is  likely  to  be  taken 
bv  an  unbiased  observer  is  afforded  in  the 
case  of  our  own  Senate.    The  Senate  is 
composed  of  an  equal  number  of  members 
from  each  State.    From  the  stand-point  of 
the    different    States    the    members  are 
much  better  qualified  to  give  a  disinter- 
ested  opinion    than    we    are,  because 
our    House   represents    population,  and 
population  may    shift.     In  two  succes- 
sive Parliaments,  the  representatives  of  all 
the  States  in  the  Senate,  bringing  their 
collective  wisdom  to  bear  on  the  question, 
have  selected  a  Monaro  site  by  large  majo- 
rities.     That,    I  think,    should  have 
an   influence   with   impartial   minds.  I 
sincerely    hope    that       we    shall  fol- 
low   in    the   footsteps   of    the  Senate. 
If  we  make  a  wise  selection  we  shall  de- 
serve the  gratitude  of  future  generations, 
but  if  we  commit  a  serious  error  of  judg- 
ment, such  as  I  think  we  should  if  we 
selected  that  inland  site,  I  fear  that  pos- 
terity would  have  very  little  reason  to  feel 
grateful    for  the   manner   in  which  we 
discharged  our  trust  when  their  destiny  was 
in  our  hands. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta).— I 
listened  to  the  honorable  member  for  Gipps- 
land  to  see  if  I  could,  by  any  possibility, 


agree  with  him  on  some  point,  and  I  confess 
that  I  cannot  find  a  single  point  of  agree- 
ment with  him.   He  has  told  us  once  again 
how  necessary  it  is  that  we  must  be  fair 
and  impartial  in  our  treatment  of  this  mat- 
ter ;  how  much,  for  instance,  we  must  keep 
in  mind  Australia,  and  not  the  interests  of 
a  State.    He  has  told  us,  for  the  twentieth 
time  during  this  debate,  that  we  must  take 
our  minds  off  any  particular  State,  and 
keep  them  concentrated  on  Australia,  and 
he  has  asked  the  question^- "  What  would 
a  foreigner  say  if  he  were  handed  a  map 
of  Australia  and  shown  the  sites  that  were 
located  thereon?"  I  ask,  in  all  seriousness, 
would  it  be  a  fair  thing  to  show  a  foreigner 
a  map  only  ?   Would  not  the  fair  thing  be 
to  show  him  a  map  and  the  Constitution? 
Would  not  the  fair  thing  be,  before  inviting 
him  to  decide,  to  ask  him  to  study  the  ar- 
rangement which  was  deliberately  made 
by  the  States  relative  to  the  question  of  a 
site?  That  would  be  the  first  thing,  I  should 
think,  which  any  fair-minded  man  would 
do  with  a  stranger  whom  he  wished  to 
arbitrate  on  this  most  important  matter. 
The  honorable  member  for  Gippsland  does 
not  put  the  case  fairly  when  he  makes  this 
suggestion  without  reference  to  any  bargain 
or  arrangement — which,  by  the  way,  he  has 
already  described  as  the  arrangement  of  a 
Shylock.  That  arrangement,  whatever  it  is. 
ought  to  be  honoured  by   the   people  of 
Australia,  not  in  its  technique,  or  letter, 
but  in  its  substance  and  spirit.    That  is 
the  point  we  are  making  in  setting  out  to 
argue  this  question.    The  test  of  loyaltv 
and  patriotism,  about  which  we  have  heard 
so  much,  is  in  the  Constitution,  and  I  ask 
honorable  members  to  keep  that  in  mind 
when  we  consider  the  question  of  locating 
the  site.    Almost  every  honorable  member 
who  has  taken  part  in  this  debate  has  rated 
;  some  other  honorable  member,  who  hap- 
pened to  differ  from  him,  because  of  his 
provincialism.     It  is  just  as  well  that  we 
should  clear  our  minds  from  any  such 
cant  as  this,  because  the  test  of  what  is 
provincial  or  patriotic  or  Federal  must 
always  be  sought  in  the  Constitution.  It 
is  Federal  to  keep  that  bond,  and  to  keep 
it  above  any  other  consideration.    I  urge 
that  point  as  a  preliminary  to  all  other 
considerations.    We  are  not  free  to  put 
the  Capital  Site  where  we  think  it  ought 
to  be  if  that  place  be  outside  New  South 
Wales.      And  I  submit  that  we  are  not 
free,  if  we  intend  to  honour  the  spirit  of 
the  Constitution,  to  put  it  at  the  furthest 
J  possible  limit  of  New  South  Wales,  and 
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so  make  the  Federal  State,  when  coiu^i- 
tuted,  of  less  use  and  service  to  New  South 
Wales  than  to  any  other  State. 

Mr.  Skene. — What  does  the  honorable 
member  mean  by  "less  use  and  service?" 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  hope  to  tell 
the  h(XK)rable  member  before  I  finish  my 
speech,  if  he  will  wait  a  little.  If  honor- 
able members  put  this  ^te  on  the  Upper 
Murray,  it  will  be  of  no  use  to  New  South 
Wales.  And,  to  tell  me  that  New  South 
Wales  understood,  when  she  was  agreeing 
to  this  arrangement,  and  making  it  the 
basis  of  her  acceptance  of  the  Constituticm, 
that  the  Federal  Capital  was  to  be  located 
on  the  most  out-of-the-way  site  that  could 
be  selected  in  that  country,  is  to  mis-state 
the  position.  The  Constitution  would  not 
have  been  the  law  of  the  land  to-day  if  the 
New  South  Wales  people  had  tmderstood 
anything  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — New  South  Wales  voted 
for  the  Constitution  without  this  condition. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— The  honorable 
member  has  said  that  a  dozen  times,  but 
there  is  no  point  in  it. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — It  is  the  truth  neverthe- 
less. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— There    is  an 
easy  answer  to  it. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — What  is  the  answer? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  was  the  pro- 
vision for  an  affirmative  majority  of  80,000 
which  led  to  such  a  small  vote  being  cast  | 
at  the  first  referendum,  and  if  the  honor- 
able member  will  analyze  the  vote  at  the 
second  referendum,  he  will  see  how  immen- 
sely stronger  it  was  on  the  second  occasion 
than  on  the  first.  I  hope  that  he  will  ccxi- 
sider  that  fact. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — ^The  majority  voted  for 
the  acceptance  of  the  Qxistitution  with- 
out any  conditions. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  electors  of 
New  South  Wales  felt  perfectly  certain  at 
that  time  that  an  afiirmative  vote  of  80,000 
would  not  be  reached,  and  that  led  to  a 
great  deal  of  apathy,  wtuch,  however,  was 
swept  away  when  the  further  arrangement 
was  made,  and  the  Constitution  was  finally 
submitted  to  the  vote  of  the  electors. 

Mr.   PoYNTON. — By  the  politicians  of 
New  South  Wales,  but  not  the  people. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  very  glad 
that  my  honorable  friend  sometimes  makes 
a  distinction  between  politicians  and 
people.  I  am  trying  to  say  what  I  think 
is  the  arrangement  which  we  ought  to  hold 
sacred.    It  is  an  outrage  on  that  agreement 


to  suggest  any  site  which  would  make  it 
immensely  more  diflSknilt  to  get  from  Syd- 
ney than  from  almost  any  other  State  in  the 
group.  Take  the  Upper  Murray  site.  We 
who  represent  New  South  Wales  would 
have  to  go  by  rail  to  Culcairn,  and  thoKe 
to  Germanton,  fnun  which  point  a  railway 
would  have  to  be  made  for  a  distance  of 
thirty  or  forty  miles  to  the  site  on  the  boar- 
der of  Victoria.  Is  there  any  substantial 
concession  to  New  South  Wales  in  locating 
the  Federal  Capital  there? 

Mr.  Hutchison. — ^What  concession  is 
she  entitled  to  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  concession 
that  is  spoken  of  in  this  bond — that  the 
Capital  shall  be  in  New  South  Wales. 
When  New  South  Wales  has  surrendered 
this  land  it  will  become  Federal  territory. 

Mr.  Skene. — Only  the  Crown  land  would 
ha\-e  to  be  surrendered. 

Mr.   JOSEPH   COOK.— Private  land 
will  have  to  be  purchased ;  but  the  bulk  of 
the  land  belongs  to  the  Crown,  and,  there- 
fore, will  not  require  to  be  purchased.  After 
the  land  has  been  made  over  to  the  Com- 
monwealth, it  will  no  longer  be  part  of 
New  South  Wales;  therefore  the  Capital 
Site  will  be  just  as  much  outside  New  South 
Wales  as  outside  any  other  State.     I  wish 
to  know  where  the  rompensation  to  New 
South  Wales  cotics  in,  for  the  sacrifice 
which  she  will  have  to  make  in  the  granting 
of  this  land,  and  probably — for  this  is  in 
the  minds  of  honorable  members — the  mak- 
ing of  a  railway  to  connect  the  Capital  with 
the  nearest  railway  point.      Is  there  any 
motive  for  New  Soqth  Wales  to  spend  half- 
a-million  for  a  railway,  and  give  away  all 
this  Crown  land  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  a 
Capital  Site  which  will  not  be  of  the  sHgnt- 
est  possible  advantage  to  her?    That  was 
not  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution.  There- 
fore, I  contend,  we  have  a  right  to  keep 
the  Constitution  in  mind  before  we  set  out 
to  find  the  Capital  Site,  and  the  selection  of 
a  site  must  always  be  subject  to  the  ar- 
rangement made  in  the  Constitution,    It  is 
not  a  fair  way  of  putting  the  matter  when 
the  honorable  member  for  Gippsland  sug- 
gests that  we  should  give  a  map  to  a 
foreigner  and  ask  him  to  say  where  the 
Capital  Site  ought  to  be  located.  Another 
speaker  suggested  on  Friday  that  we  should 
import  an  American  to  fix  the  site  for  us. 
We  need  no  American  or  other  fordgner  to 
fix  the  site.     But  if  honorable  members 
should  so  far  forget  themselves  as  to  call 
in  a  foreigner,  do  not  give  him  a  map  only, 
because  that  would  be  misleading,  but  give 
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him  a  map  and  call  his  attentioD  very  speci- 
fically to  the  bargain  which  is  in  t^e  Con- 
stitution. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — ^The  honorable  member 
would  not  give  any  of  the  other  States  a  say 
in  the  settlement  of  this  question,  if  he  had 
his  way. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  is  just  as 
silly,  easy,  and  cheap  a  thing  to  say  as 
many  others  which  the  honorable  member 
has  said.  It  is  a  libet  upon  myself.  If 
the  hfHtorable  member  keeps  repeating  these 
statements,  he  may  in  time  come  to  believe 
them.  I  am  prepared  to  deal  as  liberally  as 
possible  with  the  other  States,  and  to  con- 
sent to  the  site  being  fixed  where  it  will 
be  convenient  for  their  populations. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — The  honorable  member 
will  ao^  allow  any  one  else  to  form  an 
opinion  on  the  subject.  We  have  heard  of 
nothing  but  New  South  Wales  during  this 
dd>ate,  and  I  am  full  of  it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  is  at  liberty  to  express  his  opinion. 
I  am  now  stating  mine  only.  I  do  not 
wish  him  to  listen  to  ray  remarks,  unless 
he  chooses  to  do  so,  but  it  is  necessary  for 
me  to  put  the  case  fjom  my  stand-point. 
The  matter  is  of  concern  to  New  South 
Wales,  in  a  sense  in  which  it  is  not  of  ^con- 
cern to  the  other  States. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — It  is  an  Australian 
matter. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Constitu- 
tion provides  that  the  Seat  of  Government 
shall  be  within  New  Scxith  Wales,  but 
some  hcmorable  members  seem  determined 
to  honour  the  compact  between  that  State 
and  the  Commonwealth  only  in  the  letter. 
They  virtually  break  it  in  the  spirit,  hy 
saying  that  the  site  of  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment shall  be    no   further    within  the 
boundaries  of  New  South  Wales  than  is 
necessary  to  fulfil  the  literal  terms  of  the 
Constitution.    The  hcmorable  m^ber  for 
Gippsland  could  not  find  a  single  good 
point  in  connexi(»i  with  the  Lyndhurst  site. 
Fair-minded  and  impartial  man  that  he  is, 
be  omitted  to  state  anything  that  could  be 
said   in   favour  of  the  Lyndhurst  site. 
Honorable  members  who  berate  the  repre- 
sentatives of  New  South  Wales  for  their 
provincialism  are  constantly  taking  that 
view  of  the  matter.    The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Grey  when  he  speaks  will,  no  doubt, 
tell  us  that  the  site  whi<^  possesses  all  the 
virtues  is  that  which  is  nearest  to  the  Vic- 
torian border,  and  will  have  nothing  good 
to  say  for  any  site  which  is  sid»tantially 
within  New  South  Wales,  although  that  U 


the  arrangement  contemplated  by  the  Con- 
stitution. 

Mr.  PoYNTON.; — I  have  visited  the  vari- 
ous sites,  but  the  honorable  member  has  not. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  do  not  think 
it  necessary  to  visit  some  of  them.  I  have 
not  troubled  to  visit  the  Upper  Murray  site, 
for  instance,  because  I  think  that  sites  which 
are  only  on  the  fringe  of  New  South  Wales 
ought  not  to  be  taken  into  consideration. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — ^Then  the  honorable  mem- 
ber virtually  contends  that  the  other  States 
have  no  "  say  "  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Not  at  aJl;  but 
I  ask  them  to  honour  the  ctmstitutional 
bond  in  its  spirit. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — All  that  the  Ctxistitution 
says  is  that  the  site  of  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment shall  be  within  New  South  Wales.  I 
am  here  to  represent,  not  the  interests  of 
any  one  State,  but  the  interests  of  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— So  are  we  all. 
But  this  is  a  bargain  between  New  South 

Wales  and  the  rest  of  the  Commcwiwealth, 
which  it  is  for  the  honour  of  Australia  to 
keep.  I  do  not  quarrel  with  the  basis  of 
selection  suggested  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Gippsland.  He  thinks  that  centrality 
and  accessibility  should  be  placed  first,  and 
that  climate  should  be  the  next  considera- 
tion. To  my  mind,  centrality,  accessibility, 
and  climate  should  be  the  main  factors  in 
the  determinaticHi  of  the  questicm.  I  do 
not,  however,  agree  with  the  rif^t  honorable 
member  for  Swan  that  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment should  be  placed  midway  between 
Sydney  and  Melbourne.  I  think  that  it 
should  be  located  where  it  will  be  as  con- 
venient as  possible  to  future  generations, 
having  regard  to  the  probable  trend  and 
development  of  population. 

Mr.  Groom. — ^This  is  the  first  time  that 
the  rights  of  Queensland  have  been  even 
hinted  at. 

Sir  John  Fomiest.  —  What  are  those 
rights  ? 

Mr.  Groom. — ^To  be  treated  in  the  same 
wav  as  other  States  are  treated. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  for  Gippsland  may  despise  the 
opinion  of  experts;  but  I  think  that  those 
who  have  made  it  their  business  to  studv 
the  movements  and  growth  of  population 
are  more  likely  to  be  right  in  what  they  say 
on  this  question  than  are  we  who  have  made 
no  such  study.  Now,  Mr.  Coghlan  and 
other  experts  say  that  the  trend  of  popu- 
latioi  is  unmistakably  to  the  north.  It 
has  been  shown  over  and.  over  again  that 
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Lyndhurst  is  more  central  and  more  acces- 
sible than  any  of  the  other  proposed  sites. 
That  has  been  proved  time  and  again,  and 
notably  by  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Wannon.  He  showed  that  for  the 
next  twenty,  and  even  fifty,  years  to  come 
it  will  be  easier  for  the  people  of  the  other 
States  to  travel  to  and  from  Lyndhurst 
than  to  travel  to  and  from  any  of  the  other 
proposed  sites.  The  honorable  member  for 
Gippsland  referred  to  the  attitude  of  New 
South  Wales  in  this  matter  as  analogous  to 
that  of  Shylock  requiring  his  pound  of 
flesh ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that,  if  the  honor- 
able member  gives  Shylock  what  he  wants, 
he  will  see  that  he  gets  it  all  back  again. 
It  is  news  to  me  to  learn  that  the  spirit  of 
the  arrangement  in  the  Constitution  should 
be  departed  from  because  compliance  with 
it  may  incidentally  benefit  one  State  more 
than  the  rest.  The  honorable  member 
urged  as  one  of  his  strongest  reasons 
against  the  selection  of  the  I^yndhurst  site 
the  fact  that  the  trade  from  the  Federal 
territory,  if  situated  at  Lyndhurst,  might 
be  of  advantage  to  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  McLean. — I  said  that  Sydney  would 
have  a  monopoly  of  that  trade.  It  could 
not  go  to  the  other  States. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  is  certainly 
a  disadvantage  to  the  other  States,  but  it 
cannot  be  helped.  It  flows  from  the  bar- 
gain originally  made. 

Mr.  Skene. — Certainly  not.  It  is  no 
part  of  the  bargain  that  New  South  Wales 
shall  secure  the  whole  of  the  trade  of  the 
Federal  territory. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Surely  the  hon- 
orable member  does  not  imagine  that  the 
trade  of  the  Federal  territory  will  be  con- 
fined to  New  South  Wales  ?  Whatever  is 
produced  there  for  export  will  find  its 
natural  market,  just  as  the  produce  from 
other  parts  of  the  Continent  does  now.  It 
is  absurd  to  say  that  New  South  Wales  will 
monopolize  it.  The  honorable  member  for 
Gippsland  pointed  out  that  it  would  cost  a 
great  deal  to  give  Lyndhurst  a  water  sup- 
ply ;  but  he  did  not  tell  us  what  the  pump- 
ing scheme  at  Monaro  would  cost  when  in 
full  working  order. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — At  Monaro  a  supply  can 
be  obtained  bv  gravitation. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Yes.  An  ample 
supply  of  water,  for  all  present  purposes, 
can  also  be  obtained  at  Lyndhurst  by  means 
of  gravitation.  The  scheme  to  which  the 
hcmorable  member  for  Gippsland  referred 
contemplates  only  the  future.  The  honor- 
able member,  however,  with  his  usual  fair- 


ness— and  I  should  not  put  the  matter  in 
this  way  if  he  had  not  boasted  of  his  fair- 
ness— told  us  in  one  breath  what  the  ulti- 
mate scheme  at  Lyndhurst  would  cost,  and 
'  in  the  next  informed  us  that  at  Monaro 
1  there  was  plenty  of  water  available  for  im- 
mediate purposes.   The  fact  is,  that  just  as 
there  is  plenty  of  water  for  immediate  pur- 
poses at  Monaro,  so  there  is  plenty  of  water 
for  immediate  purposes  at  Lyndhurst.  But 
the  scheme  -which  has  been  outlined  con- 
templates making  provision  for  the  far  dis- 
tant future,  when  the  Federal  Capital  will 
contain  100,000  inhabitants.     I  say  that» 
given  equal  populations,  a  water  supply  at 
Monaro  would  cost  practically  as  much  as 
would  a  supply  at  Lyndhurst.      That  is 
the  point  which  I  desire  to  make,  and  I 
complain  of  the  unfair  way  adopted  by 
some  honorable  members  in  putting  these 
facts.     These  honorable  members  have  ac- 
cused the  advocates  of  Lyndhurst  of  being 
provincialists,  who  wish  to  secure  an  im- 
fair  advantage  over  the  other  States.  Con- 
sequently it  is  necessary  for  somebody  to 
put  the  facts  in  their  proper  light.  I 
put  them  forward  to  show  how  unfair  was 
the  honorable  member  for  Gippsland  in 
dealing  with  this  question  of  water  sup- 
ply alone.      In  this  connexion  he  quoted 
Mr.  Wade's  figures,  but  he  did  not  tell  the 
Committee  that  that  officer's  estimates  were 
based  upon  a  scheme  for  supplying  a  popu- 
lation of  100,000.     When  questioned  in 
regard  to  the  water  supply  at  Monaro^ 
the  honorable  member  replied  "Monaro 
has    plenty    of    water    for  immediat<% 
purposes."     I   say  that  Lyndhurst  also 
has    an    ample    supply    oif    water  for 
immediate   purposes,   and   that   the  two 
places  are  equal  in  that  respect.  Another 
point  made  by  the  honorable  member  was 
that  if  Lyndhurst  were  chosen  it  woulrl 
he  necessary  to  bring  the  water  a  dis- 
tance of  eight  miles.    Surely  a  distance 
of   eight   miles   is   not   a   very  serious 
consideration  in  connexion  with  a  scheme 
for  supplying  a  great  city  with  water?  In 
New  South  Wales,  the  water  supply  for 
Sydney  comes  from  a  source  fifty  miles 
distant. 

Mr.  Skene. — In  Western  Australia  water 
is  conveyed  300  miles. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  is  so,  but 
I  am  speaking  of  Sydney,  which  possesses 
a  population  of  500.000.  No  difficulty  i.s 
experienced  in  supplying  that  populatlor» 
with  an  abundance  of  pure,  fresh  water. 
Consequently,  if  we  can  show  that  a  supplv 
of  water  can  be  obtained^  at  Lyndhurst, 
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very  much  nearer  than  it  can  be  obtained  at 
Sydney,  we  need  not  trouble  ourselves  very 
much  further  in  regard  to  that  branch  of  the 
question.  To  compare  the  various  sites,  from 
the  stand-point  of  the  water  supply  obtain- 
able— as  has  been  done  during  the  present 
d^te — is  pure  idealism.  To  say  that  there 
is  more  water  at  Bombala  than  there  is  at 
Lyndhurst  does  not  argue  anything.  No- 
body questions  that  statement.  The  point 
whidi  we  have  to  consider  is,  "  Will  the 
Federal  Capital  be  adequately  supplied 
with  water  at  Lyndhurst?"  If  that 
question  be  answered  in  the  affirma- 
tive we  need  not  trouble  ourselves  as 
to  whether  there  is  not  more  watei 
at  Bombala  than  there  is  anywhere  else. 
All  we  have  to  do  is  to  see  that  the  Federal 
Capital  city  is  supplied  with  as  much  water 
as  it  will  ever  require  to  use. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — I  suppose  the  cost  of 
providing  an  adequate  supply  does  not 
matter  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  ha.ve  already 
spoken  of  the  cost.  If  the  honorable  mem- 
her  will  look  at  the  c^cial  reports  he  will 
find  that  the  cost  of  the  Bombala  pump- 
ing scheme  has  been  carefully  kept  out  of 
sight  during  this  debate. 

Mr.  PovNTON. — The  Dalgety  scheme  is 
not  a  pumping  scheme. 

Mr.  JOSE  PH  COOK.— During  this 
discussion,  all  the  difficulties  in  con- 
nexion with  the  Monaro  sites  have 
been  carefully  concealed,  and  when  any 
honorable  member  has  dared  to  bring  them 
forward,  the  cry  has  been  instantly  raised 
that  he  is  a  provincialist.  Take  the  case 
of  Dalgety.  There,  it  is  proposed 
to  obtain  a  primary  supply  for  a  popula- 
lion  of  50,000  from  the  Moamba  River, 
which  is  the  nearest  gravitation  source  to 
the  city  site,  conveying  the  water  a 
distance  of  about  thirteen  and  a  half 
miles.  The  honorable  member  for 
Gippsland  did  not  tell  us  anything 
about  this  matter  in  his  Sf>eech.  He 
assured  us  that  there  was  an  abundant 
supply  of  water  in  the  Bombala  district, 
but  he  did  not  inform  us  that  in  the  case 
of  Dalgety  it  had  to  be  conveyed  thirteen 
and  a  half  miles. 

Mr.  McLean. — But  Bombala  has  a  river 
which  for  many  years  would  provide  the 
citv  with  a  sufficient  supplv  oi  water. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  speaking 
of  the  primary  supply,  and  not  of  the  sup- 
ply in  the  distant  future.  The  primary  sup- 
ply for  Dalgety  would  serve  only  a  popula- 
tion of  50,000.  But  even  that  supply  would 


require  to  be  omveyed  a  distance  of  thirteen 
and  a  half  miles.  I  submit  that  if  the 
honorable  member  had  desired  to  be  fair 
he  would  have  placed  these  figures  befort 
the  Committee. 

Mr.  McLean.— That  eight  miles  in  the 
case  of  Lyndhurst  refers  only  to  a  tempo- 
rary supply  for  the  workmen. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — The  Dalgety  scheme  is 
a  gravitation  scheme.  The  honorable 
member  said  that  it  was  a  pumping  scheme. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.  —  A  pumping 
scheme  there  would  probably  cost  as  much 
as  would  the  Lyndhurst  scheme.  I  submit 
that  a  fact  which  can  be  tested  only  in  zoo 
or  300  years'  time  is  not  very  important  in 
the  determination  of  this  "question.  I 
would  further  point  out  that  the  devotees 
of  other  sites,  whilst  emphasizing  everv 
possible  drawback  in  connexion  with  the 
Lyndhurst  site,  have  quietly  kept  in 
the  background  all  these  disadvantage? 
attaching  to  other  sites.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Gippsland  spoke  of 
the  presence  of  minerals  on  the  line  of 
railway  leading  towards  Bombala  from  the 
Victorian  side.  Is  he  aware  that  there  is  a 
mineral  belt  surrounding  the  Lyndhurst 
site  ? 

Mr.  McLean.— But  Lyndhurst  is  con- 
nected with  a  line  of  railway.  I  spoke  of 
minerals  in  ccmnexion  with  the  construciion 
of  a  railway. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Is  the  honor- 
able member  aware  that  one  of  the  richest 
mineral  belts  in  Australia — possibly  in  the 
whole  wOTld — surrounds  the  Lyndhurst 
site? 

Mr.  McLean. — I  hope  that  it  is  more 
real  than  is  its  water  supply. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.  —  Does  the 
honorable  member  know  that  there  is  an 
abundance  of  gold  all  through  that  dis- 
trict? Is  he  aware  that  the  cross  country 
bet\yeen  Blayney  and  Harden  is  supposed 
to  be  full  of  rich  copper  ore,  and  that 
close  to  the  Lyndhurst  site — certainly 
within  twenty  miles  of  it — a're  to  be  found 
the  iron  deposits  of  Cadia,  which  are 
alleged  to  be  the  best  in  Australia? 

Mr.  McLean. — I  did  not  speak  of  mine- 
ral deposits  as  an  attraction  in  connexion 
with  the  Seat  of  Government,  but  as  an 
incentive  to  the  construction  of  a  railway. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— These  minerals, 
not  being  far  removed  from  the  Lyndhurst 
site,  would  constitute  a  splendid' backing 
for  a  big  city.  ^  . 
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Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — ^Why  is  Lynd- 
hurst  not  a  big  city  now  instead  of  being 
a  one-horse  town? 

,  Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  knows  the  reason  as  ivell  .is  I  do. 
He  is  aware  that  no  iron  is  being  produced 
in  Australia,  although  the  deposits  exist 
there.  He  also  knows  that  the  reason  the 
copper  deposits  are  not  being  ex|)loited  is 
because  of  the  very  defective  Mining  on 
Private  Lands  Act  in  New  South  Wales. 
Nevertheless,  these  rich  deposits  are  to  be 
found  in  the  western  district,  and  unmis- 
taka8ly  they  would  form  a  big  backing 
for  Lyndhurst — if  that  place  be  selected — 
and  cme  which  must  make  it  the  mojt  valu- 
able site  of  all.  The  honorable  member 
spoke  of  another  possibility,  and  held  it  up 
as  a  menace  to  the  Committee.  He  con- 
ceived a  time — far  distant,  I  hope — when 
New  South  Wales  might  come  into  conflict 
with  the  Federal  authority,  and  when  it 
naturally  would  be  terrible  if  we  rauld  not 
reach  the  Federal  Capital  without  going 
through  her  territory.  That  is  a  harmonious 
and  Federal  argument  to  advance.  What  a 
fine  Federal  spirit  is  .shown  in  the  sugges- 
tion that  we  should  contemplate  a  time— and 
prepare  for  it  by  taking  steps  to  avoid  any 
difficulty^ — ^when  there  shall  be  such  bitter 
and  dire  enmity  between  one  State  and  all 
the  others  as  to  preclude  even  the  possibility 
of  our  travelling  over  the  railways  of  that 
one  State !  I  should  be  ashamed  to 
seriously  advance  such  an  argument. 

Mr.  McLean. — The  honorable  member 
might  some  day  be  Prenuer  of  New  South 
Wales,  and  we  know  his  provincialism. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Mv  provincial- 
ism is  a  little  less  than  that  of  the  honor- 
able member,  but  I  do  not  persist  as  he  does 
in  mouthing  my  patriotism.  I  am  not 
continually  denoundng  every  other  honor- 
able member  as  a  provincialist.  The  hon- 
orable member  has  succeeded  in  making  the 
champion  proxnncial  speech  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  McLeah. — ^The  honorable  member's 
index  finger  looks  rather  threatening  when 
he  shakes  it  at  one. 

Mr,  JOSEPH  COOK— I  do  not  wish  to 
threaten  the  honorable  member ;  it  would 
be  useless  to  do  so.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber may  talk  about  provincialism  as  much 
as  he  pleases,  but  I  have  yet  to  learn  that 
patriotism  is  a  qualitv  that  one  must  con- 
stantly a.sseverate.  In  connexion  with  this 
matter,  actions  speaE  louder  than  words, 
and  the  nttitude  taken  up  bv  the  honorable 
member  during  this  debate  has  shown  that 
he  is  a  provincialist. 


Mr.  McLean. — Is  one  guilty  of  provin- 
cialism in  advocating  the  rights  of  all  the 
States  P 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Na 

Mr.  McLean.— That  is  all  that  I  have 

done. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  is  only  fair 
to  advocate  the  rights  of  all  the  States  as 
long  as  the  compact  made  in  the  Constitu- 
iioa  is  substantially  -  hcmoured. 

Mr.  McLean. — I  hold  that  we  must  keep 
to  that  compart. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  prepared 
to  consider,  so  far  as  I  am  able,  every 
State  in  the  Union,  as  long  as  the  arrange- 
ment in  the  bond  is  honoured.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  honorable  monber  is  pre- 
pared to  honour  it. 

Mr.  ftfcLsAN. — I  wish  to  see  the  most 
central  site  selected. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  the  honorable  member  in  some 
of  his  proposals  is  outraging  that  arrange- 
ment. Let  me  refer  for  a  moment  to  the 
Upper  Murray  site.  It  is  nearer  to  almost 
any  other  State  than  it  is  to  Sydney,  and 
I  have  yet  to  learn  that  the  compact  ar- 
rived at  was  not  a  substantial  concession 
to  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Skene. — Not  to  Sydney. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  was,  in  effect, 
a  substantial  concession  to  Sydney,  because 
the  agitation  centred  in  that  city. 

Mr.  Kellv. — Is  not  Sydney  the  centre  of 
the  coast  line,  and  therefore  the  centre  of 
the  most  populated  portion  of  New  South 
Wales? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— r  submit  that 
Lyndhurst  is  the  most  central  site  sug- 
gested. If  we  turn  fnHn  the  present  to 
the  future  we  must  reosgnise  that  it  will  be 
the  most  ^:t»ssible  site. 

Mr.  McLean. — By  means  of  a  camel 
service  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  hope  that,  so 
far  as  this  matter  is  concerned,  we  have 
left  the  days  of  camel  services  behind.  If 
Lyndhurst  were  selected,  the  Capital  would 
be  within  600  or  700  miles  of  Brisbane^ 
whereas  if  the  site  favoured  by  the  hcaior- 
able  member  for  Gippsland  were  chosen  the 
Capital  would  be  1,000  miles  from  that 
city. 

Sir.  R.  Edwards, — That  would  be  too 

bad. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then,  again, 
Lyndhurst  is  more  accessible  fr<»n  Mel- 
bourne than  any  of  the  sites  mentioned  by 
the  honorable  member. 
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Mr.  McLean. — The  site  which  I  specially 
mentioned  is  about  midway  between  Bris- 
bane and  Adelaide.  Then  there  is  Perth, 
beyond  Adelaide  again,  to  consider. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK. — I  am  now  speak- 
ing of  means  of  onmnunicaticKi.  The  hon- 
orable member  has  probably  in  mind,  not 
a  camel  route,  but  one  which  would  have 
to  be  traversed  by  means  of  a  balloon. 

Mr.  McLean. — I  am  speaking  of  a  water 
service. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.~I  have  in  mind, 
not  a  camel  route,  but  a  railway  service. 
I  am  afraid  the  honorable  member  for 
Gippsland  is  taking  the  radial  distances 
wluch  would  have  to  be  negotiated  by  ships 
<xs  bidloons,  or  some  such  means  of  locomo- 
tion. I  am  speaking  ef  available  means  of 
oonomunication,  and  I  repeat  that  Lyndhurst 
is  nearer  Victoria  and  Queensland  than  is 
any  of  the  other  sites  which  have  yet  been 
mentiwied.  Now,  what  is  the  position  of 
Western  Australia?  If  the  transcontinental 
railway  be  constructed,  as  perhaps  it  wilt 
be,  in  the  future,  Lyndhurst  will  be  nearer 
Western  Australia  than  is  any  of  the  other 
sites  suggested  during  this  debate.  My  main 
point  is,  therefore,  that  Lyndhurst  is  the 
one  central  site  proposed,  because  it 
affords  the  maximum  means  of  con- 
venience and  accessibility  to  almost  every 
State  in  the  group,  excepting,  perhaps,  Tas- 
mania and  South  Australia.  The  last- 
named  State,  of  course,  cannot  h(jpe  to 
secure  the  degree  of  convenience  that  would 
accrue  to  others  from  the  selection  of 
Lyndhurst;  but  having  regard  to  the  great 
bulk  of  the  population,  and  considering  the 
drift  of  population,  Lyndhurst  is  the 
point  whidi  gives  most  accessibility  and 
oentrality.  What  of  its  climate  ?  I  havi 
not  beard  any  one  impugn  it-  No  (me  hai 
disputed  that  its  climate  is  excellent,  and 
I  would  also  point  out  that  it  has  an  ade- 
qtuite  water  supply.  I  say  no  more  than 
that.  I  am  not  going  to  urge  that  the 
water  supply  of  Lyndhurst  is  as  good  as 
that  of  Bombala,  or  that  there  are  millions 
of  tons  of  water  daily  running  to  waste  in 
the  district.  I  simply  assert  that  there  is 
an  adequate  supply  at  Lyndhurst  for  all 
the  future  requirements  of  the  Capital. 
Thm  is  as  much  water  there  as  fre  shall 
ever  require,  and  we  should,  therefore,  ex- 
perience no  difficulty  in  that  respect  in 
selecting  it.  The  fact  that  it  has  an  abund- 
ance of  water,  and  an  excellent  climate,  and 
boasts  of  centrality  and  accessibility,  such 
as  no  other  site  furnishes,  seems  to  me  to 
point  unmistakably  to  Lyndhurst  as  the 


proper  site  for  the  location  of  the  Federal 
Capital.  I  have  no  desire  to  say  any- 
thing about  the  Upper  Murray  sitej  ex- 
cept that  we  heard  the  other  day  a  great 
deal  about  its  beauties  and  its  climate.  I- 
have  yet  to  learn,  however,  that  we  should 
select  a  site  merely  because  of  its  pictur- 
esqueness.  No  one  has  pointed  out  mora 
clearly  that  has  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney,  that  persons  will  not 
go  to  the  Federal  Capital  merely  to  enjoy 
its  scenery ;  they  will  go  there,  for  the 
main  part,  to  do  business,  and  if 
we  provide  them  with  business  con- 
veniences the  rest  may  very  well  be 
left  to  take  care  of  itself.  The  honorable 
member  for  Southern  Melbourne  gare  his 
whole  case  away  on  Friday  last,  when  he 
told  us  that,  although  Edinburgh  was  the 
prettiest  city  in  the  world,  the  galaxy  of 
witty  men  and  pretty  women  of  which  it 
boasted  left  it  for  the  fogs  of  London, 
because  the  capital  was  the  social  centre. 
I  therefore  say  that  we  ought  not  to  give 
undue  importance  to  the  consideration  of 
beautiful  surroundings.  If  we  can  secure 
them  in  addition  to  the  factors  I  have 
named,  well  and  good,  but  they  are  em- 
bellishments pure  and  simple,  and  not  the 
essentials  of  a  good  Capital  Site.  The 
honorable  member  for  Hume  told  us  that 
there  was  an  abundance  of  fish  available 
in  the  Upper  Murray,  and  that  if  one 
cared  he  might  make  a  catch  every  morn- 
ing. As  a  TOmmentary  on  this  statement, 
I  might  mention  that  I  read  in  the  report 
of  the  WatLT  Commission  which  met  a  little 
while  nj;ci,  iliat  there  are  no  fish  in  the 
river-  tliat  the  stream  is  so  muddv  that 
the  fish  ha\e  been  absolutely  destroyed. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — Where  was  this? 

Mr.  JOSKPH  COOK.— In  the  Upper 
Murray — in  these  parts. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— Why  not  talk  a 
little  sense? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.  —  Because  the 
honorable  member  has  a  monopoly  of  it. 
He  ne^e^  ojiens  his  mouth  but  he  puts  his 
foot  in  it. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — And  the  honorable 
member  never  opens  his  mouth  without 
making  an  ass  of  himself. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.-T  must  ask  that 
that  scandalous  remark  shall  be  with- 
drawn. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — T  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  JOSKPH  COOK.— The  honoral>le 
member  will  find  evidence  in  support  of  all 
that  I  have  said  in  rejiard  to  the  destruction 
of  fish  in  the  report  of  the  Commission, 

DigttJzed  by  Google 


3768 


5m/  of        [REPRESENTATIVES.]    Government  Bill. 


provided  that  he  has  the  intelligence  to 
understand  it. 

Mr.  Kennedy.— The  fish  have  been  de- 
stioved  at  a  point  ccmsiderably  below  the 
site  pro|X)sed. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  have  no  de- 
sire to  refer  to  any  other  statement  made 
bv  the  honorable  member  ^yho  preceded  me, 
except  10  say  that  I  think  his  speech  showed 
that  he  had  already  made  up  his  mind  as  to 
tl;t  desirableness  of  a  particular  site,  and 
that  all  his  arguments  were  built  up  to 
sui)port  that  predilection. 

Mr.  ^IcLean. — I  shall  vote  for  the  dis- 
trict which  I  supported  before. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  simply  left  out  of  si^t  every  quali- 
fication that  would  commend  any  other  site, 
and  at  the  same  time  took  care  to  emphasize 
everv  good  point  associated  with  the  site 
which  he  favours.  On  the  other  hand, 
looking  at  the  question  as  impartially  as  I 
am  able  to  do — and  I  hope  that  I  regard  the 
matter  as  one  who  has  just  as  little  to  gain 
from  it  as  has  any  other  honorable  member 
— I  hold  that  Lyndhurst  is  the  most  desir- 
able site.  It  is  immaterial  to  me  where  the 
Capital  is  established;  but  looking  to  the 
future  of  Australia,  and  to  the  convenience 
of  the  people  principally  interested  in  the 
Federal  site,  I  think  that  Lyndhurst  more 
than  any  other  site  offers  the  advantages 
of  accessibility  and  centrality.  Its  climate 
is  unquestioned ;  its  scenery  is  good ;  its 
water  supply  is  adequate,  and  it  possesses, 
therefore,  all  the  materials  essential  to  the 
building  up  of  a  large,  prosperous,  and  up- 
to-date  citv.  I 

Mr.  SKENE  (Grampians).— I  shall 
labour  under  a  disadvantage  in  dealing  with 
this  questitm,  because  the  site  which  I 
favour  has  not  been  done  justice  in  the  mat- 
ter of  inspecticai.  I  am  sure  that 
had  it  been  inspected  as  closely  as 
have  the  other  sites  it  would  have 
stood  very  much  higher  in  fbe  estimation 
of  a  gtwd  many  honorable  members.  Some 
honorable  members,  notably,  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  East  Sydney,  the  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan,  and  the  honor- 
able member  for  Eden-Monaro,  have  ex- 
pressed their  surprise  that  the  Upper  Mur- 
ray site  should  have  been  at  the  last  moment 
dragged  in  for  our  consideration ;  they  do 
not  appear  to  have  heard  before  of  the 
Upper  Murray  as  a  suggested  site. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — We  expressed, 
not  surprise,  but  astonishment. 

Mr.  SKENE.— I  should  like  to  know 
where  these  honorable  members  were  on  the 


25th  September,  1902,  when  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume,  who  was  then  Minister 
of  Home  Affairs,  moved  that  a  Cbmmittee 
of  experts  be  appointed  to  examine  and 
report  upon  sites  in  the  localities  of  Albury, 
Bombala,  Lake  George,  Orange,  and  Tu- 
mut.  On  that  occasion — at  the  very  in- 
itiation of  the  proposal  to  inspect  the 
various  sites — the  honorable  member,  having 
referred  to  Tumut,  proceeded  to  discuss  the 
Uplier  Murray  site.     He  said — 

Tumut  is  one  of  the  prettiest  and  most  fertile 
valleys  in  New  South  Wales,  It  will  be  noticed 
that  there  is  no  proposal  in  regard  to  the  Upper 
Murray,  though,  in  my  opinion,  the  finest  and 
most  beautiful  valley  in  Australia  is  to  be  there 
found — it  is  Tumut  on  a  triple  scale — and  I  hope 
that  later  on  honorable  members  will  take  the 
opportunity  of  visiting  the  district. 

At  a  later  stage,  he  said — 

I  now  come  to  the  Bombala  site,  and  have 
to  say  that  Dalgetv  is  not  amongst  the  places 
which  it  is  proposed  to  refer  to  experts. 

I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  fact  that  in  the  first  place  the 
Minister  did  not  propose  that  Dalgetv 
should  be  inspected,  but  OOTtemplated 
taking  honorable  members  on  a  visit  of  in- 
spection to  the  Upper  Klurray. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapuan. — Why  was  not 
the  Upper  Murray  site  subjected  to  the 
same  scrutiny  as  was  Dalgety  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Because  the  hon- 
orable member  was  so  persistent. 

Mr.  SKENE.— I  also  should  like  to  have 
some  information  on  that  point.  On  the 
same  day,  whilst  the  then  Minister  of  Home 
Affairs  was  apeaking,  I  interjected — and 
the  report  will  be  found  in  Hansard^  Vol. 
XII.,  page  16135— 

Will  the  inspection  of  the  Albury  site  include 
an  inspection  of  the  Upper  Murray  site? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.— No;  there  is  no  need 
for  that,  because  the  water  supply  of  Albury  is 
an  assured  one. 

Then  the  report  proceeds — 

Mr.  Skene. — ^The  honorable  gentleman  spoke 
very  favorably  of  the  Upper  Murray  site  as 
being  a  very   picturesque  place. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  matter  is  a  very 
delicate  one  for  me  to  refer  to,  inasmuch  »$ 
there  are  two  sites  in  my  electorate  which  have 
alre.-idy  bern  put  forward  as  suitable  for  the 
Federal  Ciipital. 

Mr.  Skene. — Might  not  the  Commissioners  be 
aKowed  to  report  upon  (be  i\lui!e  locality  wtluin 
a  certain  distance  of  a-iy  iirqosed  site? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  hope  that  I  shall 
not  be  railed  upon  to  give  an  opinion  upon  the 
I'pper  Murray  site,  but  I  intend  to  ask  a  few 
members  of  the  House  to  visit  it  during  the 
summer  months,  nnd  I  shall  be  guided  by  what 
they  think  of  it,  and  of  the  probability  of  any 
site  so  far  south  being  selected. 
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Mr,  Skene. — But  ihe  Albury  site  is  equally 
i\T  south. 

I  then  urged  upon  the  Minister  that 
those  sites  should  be  inspected  together, 
Daigety  with  Bombala.  and  the  Upper 
Murray  with  Albury.  Coming  to  the  next 
session  of  Parliament,  an  inspection  was 
nui'Je  of  these  different  sites,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Upper  Murray  site,  an  in- 
spection of  which  had  been  promised.  I 
then  tried  to  find  out  the  reason  why  Dal- 
ijety  had  been  inspected,  when  there  was 
no  promise  that  it  would  be  inspected,  and 
whv  the  Vpper  Murrav  had  not  been  in- 
spected, although  a  promise  had  been  made 
that  it  would  be.  I  do  not  know  where 
honorable  members  were  on  that  occasion. 
That  was  a  year  afterwards,  in  September, 
1903. 

^Ir.  Crouch. — Was  it  not  an  attempt  to 
j;et  the  honorable  member's  rote  for  Tumnt 
by  a  subterfuge? 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne. — That  is  an  un- 
worthy suggestion  of  any  member  of  the 
Committee.  The  honorable  and  learned 
member  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  himself. 

Mr.  SKKNE. — I  mention  these  matters, 
Vecause  it  has  been  suggested  that  the 
Vpper  Murray  site  is  a  new  site.  I  desire 
to  show  that  from  the  very  beginning  I  have 
persistently  urged  that  this  site  should  be 
inspected,  because  I  heard  it  so  well  spoken 
of.    On  the  7  th  October,  1903,  I  moved — 

That  after  the  word  "  Tumul "  the  words 
'■including  the  Upper  Murray"  be  in.scTtcd. 

I  said  then — 

I  am  led  to  move  (his  amendment  by  the 
f.ict  that  when  the  proposal  to  refer  the  various 
sites  to  a  Commission  of  e\])erts  was  under  dis- 
cussion the  present  Minister  for  'i'mde  and  Cus- 
toms referred  to  the  L'pper  Murray  site,  and 
made  a  promise  from  which  be  con  hardly  es- 
cape. 

Sir  Wii.tUM  I.YXE. — I  have  not  endeavoured 
to  escape  from  anv  promise. 
Mr.  SKENE.— <2uite  so. 

T  do  not  know  why  I  said  "quite  so"  then, 
because  afterwards  it  was  not  quite  so,  and 
the  site  was  not  inspected.  I  was  ruled  out 
of  order  on  that  particular  amendment,  and 
I  aftenvards  proposed — 

That  the  schedule  be  amendc^d  by  the  inser- 
tion of  the  words  "  Vpper  Murray.'' 

After  debate  that  amendment  was  negatived, 
but  what  I  have  quoted  shows  clearly  that, 
»>  far  from  this  being  a  new  matter,  the 
selection  of  the  Upper  Murray  site  has  been 
considered  fr<un  the  very  beginning.  If 
such  sites  as  Lyndhurst  and  Dalgety,  which 
were  absolutelv  rejected  by  this  House  on 
the  last  occasion  when  this  matter  was  before 


it,  are  to  be  brought  in,  surely  the  Upper 
Murray  site  may  well  be  brought  in  along 
with  them.  We  are  not  selecting  a  Capital 
Site  for  to-day  or  to-morrow,  but  for  alt 
time,  and  I  certainly  think  that  it  would 
be  well  even  now,  if  there  is  a  site  which 
honorable  members  may  consider  better  than 
those  which  have  bera  so  thoroughly  sur- 
veyed, that  we  should  have  a  thorough 
survey  of  that  site.  There  is  no 
disguising  the  fact  that  political  considera- 
tions will  weigh  a  great  deal  in  this  mat- 
ter. It  is  a  great  pity  that  it  should  be  so, 
but  it  is  nevertheless  the  fact.  The  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney  the  other 
night  accused  the  supporters  of  the  Upper 
Murray  site  of  being  deurous  of  getting  as 
far  away  from  Sydney  as  possible.  I  have 
possibly  been  the  most  persistent  in  en- 
deavouring to  secure  the  selection  of  this 
site,  but  I  deny  altogether  that  I  have  e\'er 
had  any  idea  of  doing  an  injustice  to  Syd- 
ney or  to  any  other  part  of  the  Common- 
wealth. "L^t  the  gall'd  jade  wince."  I 
am  the  keeper  of  my  own  conscience,  and  I 
intend  to  vote  upon  this  matter  upon  what  1 
conscientiously  believe  to  be  broad  national 
grounds. 

Mr.  McLean. — The  honorable  member 
voted  in  farour  of  Sydney  itself  last  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  SK£N£.-~I  remember  that  I  tried 
to  introduce  an  amendment  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  Fuller. — The  honorable  member 
knew  that  that  was  impossible. 

Mr.  SKENE.— One  thing  I  should  like 
to  know  is  what  Sydney  has  specially  to 
do  with  this  matter.  Our  compact  is  with 
New  South  Wales,  and  not  with  Sydney. 
To  my  mind  there  are  only  two  conceiv- 
able ways  of  looking  at  the  compact.  FrcMn 
the  very  beginning  of  the  agitation  for 
Federation  I  have  taken  a  very  consider- 
able interest  in  the  matter  of  the  probable 
Capital  Site.  I  know  that  in  1891  or  1892 
I  read  an  article  in  the  Nineteenth  Cen- 
tury, written  by  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney,  in  which  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  gave  several  reasons 
why  New  South  Wales  was  not  likely  to 
come  into  the  Federation.  With  one  ex- 
ception all  the  reasons  stated  at  the  time 
seemed  to  be  arguable,  and  that  one  was 
the  uncertainty  as  to  the  site  of  the  Federal 
Capital.  The  right  honorable  gentleman 
was  afterwards  successful  in  getting  a 
clause  put  into  the  Constitution,  pronding 
that  the  Capital  should  be  in  New  South 
Wales.  I  say,  there  are  only  two  con- 
ceivable ideas  which  can  occur  to  one  with 
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regard  to  that.  New  South  Wales  is  the' 
oldest  and  most  populous  of  the  States, 
and  returns  the  greatest  number  of  repre- 
sentatives to  this  House.  I  have  it  on 
the  authority  of  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  Sir  Richard  Baker,  that  the  pro- 
posal was  made  in  the  first  Conven- 
tion, that  Ballarat  should  be  the  Capital. 
I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  actually  pro- 
posed that  Ballarat  should  be  the  Capital, 
but,  at  any  rate,  it  was  suggested. 

Mr.  CoNRoy. — I  can  assure  the  honor- 
able member  that  Sir  Edmund  Barton  put 
it  that  there  would  be  substantial  agree- 
ment, and  that  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion would  be  carried  out. 

Mr.  SKENE. — I  propose  to  give  honor- 
able members  my  viev  of  the  matter,  and, 
if  I  understand  it  at  all,  it  is  my  desire 
to  carry  out  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution 
as  generously  as  possible.  In  my  view  there 
are  only  two  ways  of  looking  at  the  question. 
Ballarat  having  been  suggested  in  the  Con- 
vention as  the  possible  Capital,  naturally 
the  representatives  of  New  South  Wales  saw 
that  there  would  be  a  chance  of  their  hav- 
ing to  travel  a  long  distance  out  of  their 
own  State  to  reach  the  Seat  of  Government. 
The  Premier  of  that  State  at  the  time,  the 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney — 
very  properly,  I  think — ^made  a  proposal 
that  the  Capital  should  be  in  New  South 
Wales,  simply  in  order  to  prevent  New 
South  Wales  representatives  having  to  travel 
a  great  distance  out  of  their  own  State  to 
reach  the  Capital. 

Mr.  CoNHOY. — No,  no. 

Mr.  SKENE.— Will  the  honorable  mem- 
ber allow  me  for  a  moment.  I  ask  what,  is 
the  alternative.  Is  it  not  what  the  honor- 
able member  for  Parramatta  has  just- repu- 
diated— ^that  preference  should  be  given  to 
the  city  of  Sydnej-,  that  the  protection  of 
distance  should  be  considered  in  the  inte- 
rests of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Sydney  ? 
That  would  be  an  outrage  upon  all  the 
principles,  professed  by  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition,  the  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney,  and  the  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta. 

Mr.  CoNROv. — It  was  really  thought  that 
the  Capital  should  be  Sydne\-,  as  being  the 
oldest  city  in  Australia. 

Mr.  SKENE. — That  was  suggested  ori- 
ginally ;  but  we  have  now  to  deal  with  the 
restriction  of  distance  from  Sydney.  There 
are  but  the  two  ways  of  looking  at  the 
matter — that  the  representatives  of  New 
South  Wales,  being  the  larcest  body  of 
representatives  returned  to  this  Parliament, 


should  not  have  to  travel  to  a  distance  out 
of  their  own  State,  or  that  there  should 
be  prelection  afforded  to  the  trade  and  com- 
merce of  New  South  Wales,  a  suggestion 
which  the  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta has  repudiated,  and,  I  thiak,  rightly 
repudiated. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  repudiate  it  only 
to  this  extent :  I  am  prepared  to  say  now 
that  New  South  Wales  thought  she  was 
going  to  get  some  slight  trading  advantage 
from  the  arrangement. 

Mr.  SKENE.— Then  I  must  say  that  I 
do  not  think  the  honorable  member  can 
produce  a  single  scrap  of  docimientary  evi- 
dence in  suppqrt  of  his  contention.  I 
have  sought  for  it,  and  I  have  listened  to 
the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney  without  discovering  anything  of 
the  kind.  I  asked  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Balaclava  his  reason  for  agree- 
ing to  the  lOo-miles  limit  from  Syd- 
ney, and  he  told  me  that  it  was  simply 
because  he  did  not  believe  in  having  the 
Federal  Capital  in  a  big  city. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Acccwding  to  the 
report  of  an  interview  with  him,  which 
appeared  in  the  press  a  little  time  ago, 
the  right  honorable"  member  said  that  his 
reason  was  to  exclude  the  district  of  Moss- 
vale. 

Mr.  SKENE.  —  The  honorable  gentle- 
man has  told  me  that  his  objection  was  to 
the  Federal  Capital  being  fixed  in  a  big 
city.  According  to  my  reading  of  the 
compact,  it  is  perfectly  in  accordance  with 
national  instinct  'that  the  Capital  should 
be  in  New  South  Wales.  The  representa- 
tives of  New  South  Wales  being  in  a 
majority  in  this  Parliament,  should  not  be 
dragged  out  of  their  own  State  to  attend 
the  Federal  parliament,  as  they  would 
have  to  be  if  Ballarat  were  chosen  as  the 
site  for  the  Federal  city.  But  to  say  that 
the  object  in  selecting  the  site  is  to  give 
a  preference  in  trade  or  commerce  to  New 
South  Wales  is  almost  an  outrage  upon 
decencv. 

Mr.  CoNROY. — But,  apart  from  that,  has 
not  New  South  Wales  to  give  up  certain 
territory  to  secure  any  advantage  there  mav 
be  from  the  selecti(»i  of  a  site  in  that 
State? 

^[r.  SKENE.— New  South  Wales  may 
I  or  may  not  give  up  territory.  She  has 
only  to  give  up  territwy  which  happens  to 
be  Crown  lands.  The'  New  South  Wales 
Government  is  not  supposed  to  purchase 
land  for  us  if  we  require  a  Capital  Site  in 
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that  State.  If  N'ew  South  Wales  is  not 
prepared  to  carry  out  the  compact  I  say 
let  her  ncK  do  it,  and  we  can  purchase 
land  on  which  to  establish  the  Capital.  In 
suggesting  the  site  on  the  Upper  Murray, 
it  never  entered  into  my  mind,  and  I  had 
no  intention  at  all  of  suggesting  a  site 
which  would  remove  the  Capital  to  a  dis* 
tance  fifm  Sydney.  In  making  the  sugges- 
tion, I  thought  I  was  doing  what  was  best 
in  the  interests  of  the  people  of  Australia. 

Mr.  CoNROV. — I  do  not  think  the  hon- 
orable member  could  find  anybody  in  New 
South  Wales  who  does  not  think  the  pro- 
posal a  departure  from  the  spirit  of  the 
CcHistitution. 

Mr.  SKENE. — I  cannot  help  what  the 
people  of  New  South  Wales  may  think  in 
that  way.  I  have  not  the  remotest  idea  as 
to  how  the  matter  was  put  before  them,  but 
I  may  say  that,  in  travelling  by  the  train 
in  New  South  Wales,  I  met  one  very  intel- 
ligent man,  a  railway  conductor,  who  told 
me  that,  as  he  understood  it,  the  intention 
was  that  the  Government  of  New  South 
Wales  should  select  the  Capital.  He  as- 
sured me  that  that  was  the  way  the  matter 
had  been  put  before  him. 

Mr.  CoNROY. — I  accept  that  interpreta- 
tion. Does  the  honorable  member  chink 
that  the  State  Government  of  New  South 
Wales  would  select  the  Upper  Murray 
site? 

Mr.  SKENE.  —  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  spoke  of  the  way  in  which 
the  matter  had  been  put  before  the  people 
of  New  South  Wales,  and  I  have  men- 
tioned  that  one  man  stated  the  way  in  which 
it  was  put  before  him. 

Mr.  CoNROY. — What  is  the  difference 
in  climate  between  Albury  and  Welare- 
gang? 

Mr.  SKENE.— I  shall  deal  with  that 
directly.  The  two  things  which  I  con- 
sidered particularly  were  accessibility,  not 
for  to-day,  but  under  reastmable  conditions 
for  a  reasonable  time,  and  a  gravitation 
water  supply. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — On  the  ground  of  accessi- 
bility we  should  take  Lyndhurst  as  bnng 
most  nearly  the  centre  of  population. 

Mr.  SKENE. — It  may  be  in  the  future. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — It  is,  on  the  figures  for  to- 
dav. 

Mr.  SKENE.— I  do  not  know  that,  but 
I  believe  that  Sir  George  Clarke  was  right 
when  he  said  that  prci)ably  the  bulk  of 
the  populaticm  of  Australia 'would  be  con- 
fined to  the  fringe  of  coast  lands. 


Mr.  CoNHOY. — I  rather  agree  with  that. 

Mr.  SKENE.— If  we  take  the  country 
from  Brisbane  right  round  to  Adelaide,  we 
shall  find  that  that  is  the  case,  and  in  that 
view  Lyndhurst  is  further  north  than  the 
centre  of  population  will  eventually  be. 

Mr.  CoNROY. — I  do  not  know  that.  If 
we  consider  the  Northern  Coast  district  of 
New  South  Wales,  and  the  Southern  Coast 
district  of  Queensland,  including  the  Dar- 
ling Downs,  I  think  we  shall  find  that  the 
centre  of  population  will  be  north  of 
Sydney. 

Mr.  SKENE. — I  have  no  desire,  in  argu- 
ing this  matter,  to  depreciate  any  State, 
but  I  may  say  that  Queensland  has  not 
been  regarded  favMably,  from  a  financial 
point  of  view,  by  Virtorian  people,  for 
many  years  past.  Possibly  I  am  doing 
Queensland  an  injustice. 

Mr.  David  Thomson. — We  taust  not 
say  a  word  against  Queensland. 

Mr.  SKENE.— All  I  know  is  that  there 
has  been  a  tremendous  lot  of  Victorian 
money  lost  in  Queensland.  If  the  Vic- 
torian people  had  the  money  they  have 
lost  in  Queensland  and  in  western  New 
South  Wales  they  could  pay  the  whole  of 
the  Victorian  debt. 

Mr.  R-  Edwards. — We  must  n(rt  forget 
the  money  which  Victorian  pe(^le  have 
made  in  those  States. 

Mr.  SKENE.— When  I  was  first  called 
upon  to  consider  the  question,  I  regarded 
it  from  the  point  of  view  of  accessibility, 
and  the  prospects  of  a  gravitation  water 
supply.  Proceeding,  as  it  were,  from  the 
Sydney  end,  the  first  place  I  came  upon 
that  in  any  way  "  filled  the  bill "  was 
Tumut.  That  site  was  first  reported  on 
favorablv  by  Mr.  Oliver,  who  gave  it 
second  place,  and,  I  believe,  it  was  givt^n 
first  place  by  the  Royal  Commission.  I 
should  be  very  glad  if  a  site,  with  all  the 
advantages  which  I  have  described,  couli  be 
found  nearer  Sydney ;  but  I  thinic  I  shall  be 
able  to  show  that  the  Upper  S^Iurray  site 
is  not  so  unfair  to  the  interests  of  that 
city  as  some  honorable  members  seem  to 
suppose.  Some  honorable  members  have 
made  wild  statements  about  the  cost  of  a 
railway  line  from  Tumut  to  the  suggested 
site  of  the  Capital. 

Mr.  CoNROv. — Would  the  honorable 
member  suggest  a  site  at  Tooma  itself? 

Mr.  SKENE. — I  do  not  say  that  the 
site  should  be  at  Tooma ;  there  are  other 
places  in  that  district.  What  I  am  contend- 
ing now  is  that  the  district  which  I  favour 
has  not  been  sufllciently  inspected,  and  I 
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know  that  my  friend,  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Werriwa*  in  discussing 
this  matter,  pointed  out  that,  so  far  as 
railways  are  concerned,  the  difficulties  are 
not  so  great  if  one  runs  with  the  stream 
than  they  are  if  one  has  to  go  across  coun- 
try. I  am  told  that  in  the  direction  of 
Germanton  to  Tumberumba  there  is  an  easy 
horse  road  for  a  team  with  a  considerable 
load. 

Mr.  David  Thomson. — There  are  no 
engineering  difficulties  <Hi  that  road. 

Mr.  SKENE.— The  railway  from  Tumut 
to  the  proposed  site,  if  selected,  in  my 
opinion,  is  the  only  one  likely  to  be  made 
for  years,  and  its  completion  would  mean 
that  Sydney  would  be  brought  sixty-eight 
miles  nearer  the  site  than  Melbourne.  The 
distance  from  Melbourne  to  Tumut  would 
be  390  miles,  and  from  Sydney  to  Timiut, 
322  miles — a  difference  of  sixty-eight  miles. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  distance  from  Syd- 
ney to  the  site  by  way  of  Tumut  would  be 
368  miles,  and  frcsn  Melbourne  via  Ger- 
manton, 293  miles — a  difference  in  favour 
of  Melbourne  of  seventy-five  miles.  It 
must  be  remembered,  however,  that  there 
is  a  break  of  gauge  at  Albury,  and  that  that 
break  is  likely  to  continue  for  a  considerable 
number  of  years.  A  further  consideration 
is  that  the  State  Government  of  New  South 
Wales  would  have  the  construction  of  such 
a  line  in  their  own  hands;  and  it  is  likely 
that  for  a  great  many  years  to  come — dur- 
ing which  the  Capital  would  be  building, 
and  the  greatest  amount  of  money  would 
be  spent  oh  the  carriage  of  material  from 
the  port  of  Sydney — the  advantage  would 
be  entirely  with  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  CoNBOv. — Could  not  a  line  be  made 
via  Tallangatta? 

Mr.  SKENE.— But  to  take  the  best  we 
can,  in  the  light  of  Mr.  Chesterman's  re- 
port—341  miles  from  Sydney  and  278 
miles  from  Melbourne,  both  being  expensive 
routes  to  construct — the  distance  in  favour 
of  Melbourne  would  be  only  63  miles. 

Mr.  CoNROv. — I  can  assure  the  honorable 
member  that  a  line  through  that  country 
would  cost  75  per  cent,  extra  for  surveying. 

Mr.  SKENE.~The  possibility  is  that 
the  line  would  be  no  more  difficult  to  make 
than  one  from  the  other  side.  But  I  am 
taking  the  shortest  route — that  is  a  route 
which  is  only  twent}'-seven  miles  shorter 
than  by  way' of  Cootamundra.  By  that 
short  route  the  distance  would  be 
341  miles  from  Sydney,  and  279  miles  from 
Melbourne,  or  a  difference  of  63  miles. 


Mr.  CoNROY. — Why  should  New  South 
Wales  undertake  this  work  in  order  to  give 
pleasant  outings? 

Mr.  SKENE.—Because  such  a  line 
would  open  up  a  country  for  the  supply 
of  her  own  markets. 

Mr.  CoNROV. — The  line  would  not  pay. 

Mr.  SKENE.— The  honorable  member 
says  that  such  a  line  will  not  pay ;  but  the 
fact  is  that  the  New  South  Wales  Govern- 
ment are  now  constructing  railways  of  the 
kind  without  the  incentive  of  a  Federal 
Capital.  Not  only  have  the  New  South 
Wales  Government  made  a  railway  to 
Germanton,  but  they  have  sun-eyed  the 
route  for  some  distance  beyond  to  the  Gap. 
I  fancy  I  shall  be  supported  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Hume  when  I  say 
that  the  line  has  not  stopped  at  German- 
ton,  but  has  been  surveyed  up  to  a  place 
called  the  Gap. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.— Yes,  to  a  place 
eighteen  miles  further  on. 

Mr.  CoNROY. — The  line  would  not  pav 
for  axle  grease. 

Mr.  SKENE.— All  I  know  is  that  the 
other  day  the  people  in  that  district 
claimed  to  have  sent  away  a  larger  num- 
ber of  bags  of  wheat  than  had  been  sent 
from*  any  district  in  the  Commonwealth ; 
and  I  have  already  pointed  out  that  tfie 
New  South  Wales  Gorernment  are  build- 
ing a  line  without  any  idea  of  a  Federal 
Capital.  Such  a  work  would  present  no 
engineering  difficulty  ;  but  my  own  idea  is 
that  the  line  would  be  constructed  from 
the  Tumut  side.  The  Victorians  would 
still  have  a  long  distance  to  travel,  eren 
if  a  line  were  made  via  Tallangatta. 

Mr.  C0N8OY. — The  line  would  be  just 
as  expensive  one  way  as  the  other. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— The  honorable 
and  learned  member  does  not  know  anv- 
thing  about  the  matter. 

Mr.  SKENE.— The  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney  urged  that 
the  Upper  Murray  site  was  inaccessible, 
and  he  went  on  to  contrast  it  with 
the  site  at  Dalgety,  to  which  the 
provision  of  railway  communication  would 
be  easier.  But  if  the  Southern  Mon- 
aro  country  is  equal  in  quality  to  the 
other  country  whidi  is  being  opened  up  by 
the  line  from  Germanton,  it  is  curious 
that  construction  should  have  stopped  at 
the  entry  to  the  pr<Hnised  land  for  so 
many  years. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  tias  stopped 
there  for  sixteen  or  seventeen  years. 
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Mr.  SKENE. — I  was  there  twelve  or 
fourteen  years  ago,  and  the  line  has  not 
been  extended  since.  If  the  country  had 
been  worthy  of  a  railway,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  New  South  Wales  Govern- 
ment would  have  provided  communication 
before  now.  What  I  want  to  point  out 
is  that  railways  are  being  pushed  into  the 
Upper  Murray  district,  but  not  into  Eden- 
Monara 

Sir  John  Fokkest. — Where  aie  railways 
being  pushed  into  the  Upper  Murray  dis- 
trict? 

Mr.  SKENE. — From  Culcairn,  on  to 
Germanton,  and  up  the  Murray ;  and 
Eden-Monaro  cannot  have  a  particularly 
good  record,  or,  otherwise,  the  railway 
Commissioners,  who  are  constructing  rail- 
ways into  the  furthest  parts  of  the  State, 
would  have  turned  their  attention  to  those 
districts.  The  Railway  Commissioners 
have  taken  good  care  to  get  the  trade  of 
the  Murray  and  the  Murrumbidgee  for  the 
New  South  Wales  railways ;  and  there  is 
no  doubt  that  if  the  Eden-Monaro  country 
had  been  considered  ^ood  enough,  it  would 
have  been  provided  with  railways  long  ago. 
There  was  one  contention  of  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  East  Sydney,  which 
hardly  holds  water  from  a  national  point 
of  view.  The  right  honorable  member  could 
not  understand  our  selecting  a  place  which 
was  simply  picturesque,  or  beautiful  to  the 
eye;  his  opinion  was  that  we  should  have 
a  place  where  a  large  populaticm  would 
gather,  and  employment  would  be  afforded. 

Mr.  McLean. — If  the  wealthy  and  lei- 
sured classes  are  brought  to  a  place,  busi- 
ness men  will  soon  follow. 

Mr.  SKENE.— That  is  sa  The  Con- 
stitution— and,  indeed,  the  House,  accord- 
ing to  the  vote  on  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Corangamite — ^is 
against  the  Capital  Site  being  in  a  large 
city ;  and,  that  being  so,  is  there  any  soise 
in  suggesting  or  cont«iding  that  the  Capital 
should  be  in  a  place  where  a  large  popula- 
tion will  gather?  If  we  are  to  follow 
the  example  of  the  United  States,  quite  a 
different  place  will  be  selected. 

Mr.  CoNROV. — Was  it  policy  or  jealousy 
which  led  to  the  exclusion  of  Svdnev  ? 

Mr.  SKENE.— r  think  it  was  possibly  a 
matter  of  jealousy  at  the  commencement, 
but  it  has  become  a  matter  of  policy ;  be- 
cause when  an  honorable  member  moved  an 
amendment  the  object  of  which  was  to  ef- 
fect an  alterati(»i  of  the  Ctxistitution  in 
this  respect,  not  a  single  New  South  Wales 
representative  voted  for  it,  notwithstanding 


that  the  supporters  of  that  proposal  were 
favorable  to  placing  the  Capital  in  Syd- 
ney. Some  honorable  members  who  at 
one  time  favoured  the  Capital  being  placed 
in  Sydney  have  since  told  me  that  they 
are  now  opposed  to  that  idea. 

Mr.  CoNROY. — I  do  not  think  so ;  they 
apprehended  some  danger  from  altering  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  SKENE. — I  cannot  imagine  any 
better  place  for  a  Capital  city  than  a 
site  which  would  be  fairlv  accessible,  as 
Tooma  would  become  in  a  very  short  time, 
and  one  which  would  be  an  attractive  place 
of  residence  for  the  leisured  classes.  It 
is  a  central  site,  about  equidistant  between 
the  two  great  centres  of  Australia,  Mel- 
bourne and  Sydney.  Some  honorable  mem- 
bers may  ridicule  the  idea  of  establishing 
a  city  where  the  leisured  classes  might 
choose  to  reside,  but  I  am  quite  sure  that 
the  tradespeople  of  the  place  would  not 
consider  it  to  be  a  disadvantage  to  have 
there  a  leisured  class — I  db  not  say  ne- 
cessarily a  wealthy  class,  but  a  class  of 
retired  people.  It  might  be  a  place  where 
men  of  letters,  painters,  and  sculptors 
would  take  up  their  abode. 

Mr.  CoNRoy. — Such  people  mostly  fre- 
quent the  great  commercial  centres. 

Mr.  SKENE.— I  do  not  think  that  is 
the  case  in  regard  to  Washington.  I  am 
assured  that  Washington  is  now  one  of 
the  most  cosmopolitan  cities  in  the  world. 
There  are  residing  there  not  only  people  of 
artistic  and  literary  tastes,  who  have  long 
been  settled  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  also 
people  who  have  been  attracted  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  world. 

Mr.  CoNROY. — There  are  more  blacks 
than  whites  there,  are  there  not  ?  It  is  cos- 
mopolitan in  that  sense ! 

Sir  John  Forrest.— The  honorable 
member  for  Grampians  is  perfectly  right. 

Mr.  SKENE.— I  was  at  Washington 
myself  in  1867,  and  I  did  not  admire  the 
city  much  at  that  time.  But  since  then,  I 
understand,  it  has  made  rapid  progress,  and 
is  now  one  of  the  great  cities  of  the  world. 
It  has  been  stated  that  Washington  was  not 
meant  to  be  a  commercial  centre,  but  I  am 
not  sure  that  it  was  not  intended  to  be  the 
commercial  capital  of  the  United  States, 
because  it  was  placed  upon  the  tidal  waters 
of  the  Potomac,  on  Chesapeake  Bav,  in  a 
situation  where  it  was  quite  possible  that 
it  might  become  a  great  commercial  capital. 
We  ought  to  establish  a  Capital  where  pro- 
bably people  of  light  and  learning 
would  choose  to  reside,  aiid>\^ere  perhaps 
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some  retired  politicians  in  their  old  age 
might  vegetate,  and  now  and  then  give  to 
budding  politicians  the  advantage  of  their 
ad\-ice.     The    right    honorable  member 
for  East  Sydney  found  no  fault  with  the 
Upper  Murray  site,  except  on  the  ground  i 
of  inaccessibility.    In  respect  to  climate,  it 
is  in  every  way  satisfactory.   We  can  have  I 
any  climate  we  like  there.  We  can  have  land  i 
frtxn  i,ioo  feet  above  sea  level  at  Welare- 
gang,  to  x,6oo  or  2,000  feet  a  few  miles 
away.    We  oould  even  go  up  to  3,000  feet. 
There  is  an  excellent  water  supply. 

Mr.  CoNROY. — ^Where  can  we  get  water 
at  that  height? 

Mr.  SKENE.  —  There  is  no  question 
about  the  water  supply,  I  believe.  I  am 
told  that  from  the  Tooma  River  alone  we 
could  have  a  gravitation  supply  sufficient 
for  the  needs  of  a  very  large  city. 

Mr.  CoNRor. — ^If  it  is  on  the  flats.  But 
can  we  get  a  water  supply  there  at  a  bright 
of  1,500  feet? 

Mr.  SKENE. — I  believe  that  we  can. 
Mr.  Chesterman,  in  his  report,  says,  with- 
out any  reservoirs,  that  we  can  obtain  a 
sufficient  supply  for  a  population  of  50,000 
people,  and  that  we  would  be  able  to  add 
to  it  to  any  extent  by  utilizing  streams  fur- 
ther up  the  river.  The  honorable  member 
for  Gippsland  gave  this  site  credit  for 
having  all  the  qualifications  except  that  of 
a  port.  I  think  that  it  would  be  very  well 
served  indeed  by  the  two  ports  of  Svdney 
and  Melbourne.  We  need  nOt  trouble 
about  a  port  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Capital  -city.  I  really  cannot  see  that  a 
port  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  Federal 
Territory.  If  we  had  a  port  at  Eden,  it 
would  only  afford  another  point  of  attack. 
We  already  have  a  large  coastline  to 
defend. 

Mr.  McLean. — It  is  only  by  means  of 
water  that  we  can  give  fair  play  to 
Queensland  and  South  Australia,  in  a 
commercial  sense.  1 

Mr.  SKENE.  —  I  dissent  from  the  | 
honorable  member's  new  in  that  respect.  | 
It  is  not  necessary,  in  my  opinion,  to  con-  1 
sider  the  Capital  city  in  a  commercial  . 
sense  at  all.  It  is  not  intended  to  be  a  | 
commercial  city.  The  idea  in  leaving  a  | 
large  citv  is  that  we  should  locate  the 
Federal  Capital  away  from  a  large  popula- 
tion. 

Mr.  McLean. — Then  why  do  we  need 
a  large  territory? 

Mr.  SKENE. — We  may  require  a  large 
territory  for  the  purpose  of  water  supply. 
But  it  seems  to  me  to  be  an  absurdity  for 


those  who  contend  that  we  should  run  away 
from  a  large  city,  to  talk  about  establish- 
ing another  large  city  with  a  port  of  its 
own.  In  any  case,  it  could  become  nothing 
more  than  a  coasting  port.  I  have  heard 
it  said  that  it  might  become  the  port  for 
the  Eastern  States,  but  that  would  really 
be  impossible. 

Mr.  Johnson. — ^To  what  port  is  the  hon- 
orable member  now  referring? 

Mr.  SKENE.— To  the  port  of  Eden.  I 
have  also  heard  it  said  that  Wasbingtcm 
was  at  one  time  considered  likely  to  be- 
come one  of  the  principal  ports  of  the 
United  States.  But  the  difference  of  a 
few  days — perhaps  not  more  than  a  few 
hours — in  the  voyage  between  Europe  and 
the  United  States,  gave  New  York  the  op- 
portunity of  becoming  the  great  commercial 
centre  of  America ;  and  if  the  port  of  Eden 
were  the  finest  in  the  world,  frtxn  its  situ- 
ation it  would  not  attract  the  traffic  which 
now  goes  to  Sydney. 

Mr.  Johnson.— Twofold  Bay  is  practi- 
cally an  open  roadstead. 

Mr.  SKENE. — But  my  point  is  that, 
even  if  it  were  the  finest  port  imaginable,  it 
would  make  no  difference  to  the  trade  routes 
of  the  Pacific,  which  would  not  pass  by 
Sydney.      If  the  Panama  Canal  is  com- 
pleted, vessels  coming  westward  would  have 
to  clear  the  North  Cape  of  New  Zealand, 
and  the  trade  route  would  be  diverted  so 
close  to  Sydney   that  the  port  of  Bden 
could    never    cli*rive    any    benefit.  So 
that   in   that  respect    there   is   no  ad- 
vantage   in    the    Federal    Capital  hav- 
ing a  port  at  Eden.    But,  in  addition  to 
that.  Captain  Mahan  told  us,  in  one  of  his 
articles  at  the  time  of  the  Behring  Sea  dis- 
pute, that  Canada's  safety  consisted  in  the 
liability  to  attack  of  the  coastal  cities  of 
the   United    States  on   the  Atlantic  by 
the     British     Navy.     That    would  be 
the  case  here.     The  idea  suggested  by- 
Mr.  Oliver,  in  his  report,  that  we  could 
establi^   an   arsenal   at   Tvrofold  Bay, 
is  the  most  absurd  that  could  be  put 
forward.    In  that  case  we  should  have  to 
maintain  a  strong  force  to  defend  the  ar- 
senal.   To  do  so  we  should  have  to  take 
awav  our  ships  from  defending  our  largo 
cities,  such  as  Sydney  and  Melbourne,  and 
use  them  to  defend  another  port,  established 
for  no  useful  purpose  whatever  that  I  can 
see.  Because  members  of  the  Federal  Par- 
liament would  certainly  travel  overland  to 
the  Capital  city.     I  attach  oxisiderable 
importance,  as  the  honorable  member  for 
Gippsland  also  does,  to^the  view  of  this 
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matter  taken  by  the  Senate.  I  attach  im- 
portance to  it  for  the  reason  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  do  not  represent  small 
secrions  of  the  community  in  any  of  the 
States.  They  are  elected  on  a  broad  basis 
by  the  States  as  States,  and  are  therefore 
more  likely  to  have  a  free  hand  in  dealing 
with  this  questi(»i.  In  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives we  cannot  discuss  it  without 
political  and  local  considerations  arising. 

Mr.  McLkam. — The   Senate  represents 
the  whole  of  Australia. 

Mr.  SKENE. — That  is  so;  and  the  sena- 
tors represent  Australia  in  equal  numbers 
for  each  State.  Inasmuch  also  as  they 
represent  the  States  as  States,  and  not  par- 
ticular electorates,  they  are  not  so  likely  to 
have  a  Capital  site  in  my  own  back  yard ; 
to  fa^'our  me  particular  site  as  against 
others.  Therefore  I  attach  considerable 
importance  to  thdr  opiniorL  But,  so  far  as 
my  own  personal  view  goes,  I  attach  greatest 
importance  to  the  questions  of  accessibility 
and  the  possibility  of  having  a  gravitation 
water  scheme.  While  I  do  not  believe  per- 
sonally in  the  Monaro  sites,  as  not  being 
equal  to  the  Upper  Murray  site,  still,  if 
the  site  which  I  intend  to  vote  for  is  not 
adopted,  the  Monaro  sites  would  be  next  in 
favour,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned.  I  do  1 
not  intend  to  dip  into  the  future,  and  to 
argue  as  to  where  the  centre  of  population 
is  likely  to  be  in  years  to  come.  It  may  be 
at  Lyndhurst.  It  is  all  a  matter  of  guess- 
work. I  regret  that  the  House  did  not 
afford  an  opportunity  to  honorable  members 
to  more  carefully  inspect  the  site  which  I 
favour  in  regard  to  water  supply.  If  it 
were  fully  considered  in  that  respect,  I  feel 
sure  that  it  would  grow  in  favour  amongst 
honorable  members,  and  would  stand  a 
much  better  chance  than  it  now  has  of  being 
selected.  But  still  a  number  of  h{»iorable 
members  have  inspected  the  site  for  them- 
selves, and  those  with  whom  I  have  had  any 
conversation  have  been  disposed  to  support 
it.  In  the  end  I  think  it  likely  that  it  may 
receive  that  consideration  which  it  certainly 
deserves. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley).— I  am  one  of 
those  unfortunates  who  do  not  happen  to 
have  a  Capital  Site  in  my  own  back  yard ; 
therefore,  there  is  no  need  for  me  to  indulge 
in  rhapsodies  with  regard  to  any  particu- 
lar locality.  We  hare  had  a  certain  amount 
of  word  painting  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
various  sites  that  are  favoured.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  ha^-e  much  of  the  aesthetic 
faculty  in  my  composition,  and  am,  there- 
fore, rather  disposed  to  confine  myself  to 


discussing  the  question  an  the  lines  which 
have  been  followed  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Gippsland,  who  presented  to  us 
what  he  tenned  a  practical  sketch  of  the 
requirements.  But,  before  expressing  my 
news  at  length,  I  should  like  to  say  that  1 
deeply  regret — ^not  only  for  the  sake  of  New 
South'  Wales,  but  for  the  sake  of  all  Aus- 
tralia— that  the  lOo-miles  limit  has  been 
placed  in  the  Constitution.  The  members 
of  the  Premiers'  Conference  inserted  that 
provision  in  consequence  of  a  sharp  piece 
of  diplomacy,  which  was  practised  by  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Balaclava  on 
behalf  of  the  State  of  Victoria.  He  saw 
the  opportunity  of  driving  a  sharp  bargain, 
but  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney,  with  his  usual  kindlinessof  disposi- 
tion, gave  himself  away  when  he  allowed 
such  a  stipulation  to  be  made.  At  that  time, 
it  will  be  remembered,  it  was  questionable 
whether  Federation  would  be  accomplished. 
New  South  Wales  had  repulsed  the  over- 
tures of  the  other  States,  and  it  was  thought 
that  if  the  Capital  were  conceded  to  New 
South  Wales  she  would  be  induced  to 
enter  the  Federation.  The  Constitu- 
tion was  altered,  and,  as  a  result,  it  was 
accepted  by  all  the  States.  We  should 
I  have  no  beating  about  the  btish  with  regard 
to  the  xoo-miles  limit.  However  the 
electors  in  other  parts  of  Australia  rs* 
garded  it,  it  is  certain  that  the  electors  of 
New  South  Wales  considered  that  the  Capi- 
tal was  to  be  as  close  as  possible  to  the 
largest  centre  of  that  State.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Gippsland  tells  us  that 
he  would  rather  vote  for  placing  the  Capi- 
tal at  Sydney  than  at  Lyndhurst. 

Mr.  McLean. — I  would  a  hundred  times 
rather  vote  for  Sydney  than  Lyndhurst. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  am  glad  that  the  hon- 
orable member  makes  that  admission. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Would  the  honor- 
able member  sooner  vote  for  Sydney  than 
Bombala  ? 

Mr.  McLean. — Bombala  would  be  more 
central  than  Sydney,  but  Sydney  would  be 
a  better  site  than  Lvndhurst. 

Mr.  WILKS.  —'The  people  of  New 
South  Wales  supposed  that  the  Capital 
would  be  established  as  near  as  possible 
to  Sydnev,  consistently  with  the  loo-miles 
limit.  Every  one  must  regret  that  such 
a  site  as  Moss  Vale,  Exeter,  and  the  sur- 
rounding district,  is  debarred,  because  it 
possesses  all  the  qualities  of  accessibility, 
centrality,  and  all  the  special  physical  fea- 
tures which  it  is  claimed  are  of  primary  im- 
portance.  But  we  cannot  now  obtain  that, 
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although  it  is  only  a  few  miles  short  of  the 
loo-mile  limits  and,  therefore,  we  have 
to  go  further  afield.  The  first  considera- 
tion with  the  honorable  member  for  Gipps- 
land  was  centrality.  That  is  a  well-sound- 
ing word,  and  makes  a  good  head-line.  I 
wish  to  know  whether  he  means  centrality 
in  regard  to  population,  or  centrality  in 
regard  to  geographical  area.  If  he  means 
the  former,  I  think  I  can  show  him  that 
he  is  departing  very  much  from  the  centre 
and  extending  himself  to  the  circumference. 

Mr.  McLean. — I  mean  centrality  in  re- 
gard to  the  different  States. 

Mr.  WILKS. — According  to  the  first  cen- 
sus which  was  ever  taken- in  Australia,  in 
1 86 1,  the  centre  of  population  was  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Albury ;  but  census  re- 
turns for  1 901  show  that  it  had  shifted 
to  the  neighbourhood  of  Lyndhurst ;  that 
is  125  mites  north  of  Albury;  and  the 
tendency  is  still  to  the  northward.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Grampians,  a  represen- 
tative of  Victoria,  has  admitted  that  in  a 
rough  way  the  trend  of  population  is  to 
the  east  and  north-east  shores  of  Australia. 
That  is  unquestionably  so,  so  far  as 
Q  ueensland  and  Xew  South  Wales  are 
concerned. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Does  the  honorable 
member  think  that  it  will  always  be  in  that 
direction? 

Mr.  WILKS.— If  the  right  honorable 
member  will  permit  me,  I  will  put  my  case 
in  my  own  way.  My  power  as  a  seer  is  no 
stronger  than  in  his.  I  am  dealing  with  mat- 
ters of  fact — with  statistics.  We  know  that 
as  regards  the  occupation  of  land  Vic- 
torian electors — even  electors  from  Gipps- 
laiid — have  within  very  recent  weeks,  taken 
themselves  away,  not  to  the  north-east  por- 
tions of  Victoria,  but  to  the  north-east 
portions  of  New  South  Wales.  With  that 
commercial  acumen,  which  all  Victorians 
possess,  these  men  seek  "  fresh  woods  and 
pastures  new,"  not  on  the  south  coast  of 
New  South  Wales,  but  on  the  north  coast 
of  New  South  Wales  and  in  Queensland. 
It  is  the  constant  rainfall  which  visits  the 
north-east  coast  of  New  South  Wales,  and 
the  southern  districts  of  Queensland,  which 
attracts  population  to  the  luxurious  dis- 
tricts to  be  seen  there.  Any  one  who  is 
acquainted  with  those  districts — and  no 
one  knows  them  better  than  does  the  Prime 
Minister — must  admit  that,  in  point  of 
fertility,  no  soil  excels  that  which  he  has 
seen  on  the  north-east  coast  of  New  South 
Wales,  and  the  southern  coast  of  Queens- 
land. 


Mr.  Watson. — ^Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man knows,  by  practical  experience,  that 
it  is  sa  Naturally,  the  bone  and  sinew 
of  the  country — t^e  farming  class — will 
drift  in  that  directicm.  I  am  now  appeal- 
ing, not  to  a  representative  of  New  South 
Wales,  on  behalf  of  a  particular  site,  but 
to  a  representative  of  Victoria,  whom  I 
ask,  on  lines  of  centrality,  to  give  his  first 
choice,  not  to  Bombala  or  Dalgety,  but, 
unquestionably,  to  Lyndhurst,  which  is  to- 
day the  centre  of  population.  In  reply  to 
the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan  who 
has  practically  asked  "  w^hat  concern  is  that 
to  Western  Australia,"  I  may  mention 
that  Lyndhurst  and  Kal^oorlie  are  in  about 
the  same  latitude.  I  wish  to  take  ancAher 
view  of  the  question  of  centrality. '  I  take 
it  that  the  regard  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Gippsland,  and  those  who  use  that  well- 
sounding  word,  plus  what  they  term  aoxs- 
sibility,  is  for  the  population  of  to-day.  If 
accessibility  is  to  be  applied  as  a  test  in  the 
choice  of  a  site,  let  us  consider  the  accessi- 
bility of  Lyndhurst,  not  from  the  stand- 
point of  a  Sydney  or  Melbourne  man,  but 
from  the  stand-point  of  an  Australian.  At 
the  present  time  Lyndhurst  can  be  ap- 
proached by  railway  more  qheaply  and  ex- 
peditiously than  can  any  other  site.  Again, 
let  us  consider  the  possibilities  of  bringing 
Lyndhurst  into  closer  touch  with  Queens- 
land. For  several  years  prior  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Commonwealth,  the 
Government  of  New  South  Wales  had  seri- 
ously considered  the  question  of  connect- 
ing the  Great  Northern  Railway  at  Werris 
Creek  with  the  Great  Western  Rail- 
way at  Wellington  or  Dubbo.  The 
cross-country  line  would  be  a  connect- 
ing link  for  tlie  Queenslander,  who 
would  not  be  compelled  to  take  the  IcHig 
journey  which  he  otherwise  would  have  to 
take  to  Tooma,  or  Dalgety,  or  Bombala. 
The  accessibility  of  Lyndhurst  to  Victoria 
by  means  of  existing  railway  conununication 
has  been  established  here  time  after  time. 
Let  us  now  consider  the  accessibility  of 
Lyndhurst  to  South  Australia  The  con- 
struction  of  a  railway  from  CobartoBroken 
Hill  has  been  seru>usly  ronsidered  by  the 
Government  of  New  South  Wales.  The 
construction  of  that  line  is  not  bevond  the 
realms  of  possibility.  A  survey  of  the  line 
has  been  made.  I  cannot  say  that  the 
money  has  been  voted  yet,  but  there  has 
been  a  strong  agitation  in  favour  of  its  con- 
struction. 
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Sir  Langdon  Bonython. — Does  the  hon- 
orable member  think  that  South  Australia 
wishes  that  railway  to  be  constructed  ? 

Mr.  WILKS.— New  South  Wales,  with 
its  rich  deposits  at  Broken  Hill,  has  not 
been  a  bad  friend  to  South  Australia. 
Broken  Hill  has  supplied  a  good  deal  of 
trade  to  South  Australia,  and  if  the  honor- 
able member  means  to  imply  that  the  South 
Australians  are  afraid  that  they  would  lose 
that  trade  by  the  construction  of  a  line  to 
Cobar,  to  connect  with  the  existing  railway 
system  at  that  pcnnt,  let  me  tell  him  frankly 
and  openly  that  their  FederiU  spirit  is 
a  sham.  That  is  a  harsh  word  to  use; 
but  if,  when  1  am  Aghting  for  a  Capital 
Site  for  Australia,  and  trying  to  show  the 
accessibility  of  Lyndhurst  to  South  Aus- 
tralia by  that  route,  I  am  met  with  .the 
question,  "  Do  I  think  that  South  Austra- 
lians wish  that  railway  to  be  con- 
striKted?"  

Sir  Lamgdon  Bonython- — With  fair 
railway  rates  New  South  Wales  could  never 
di\ert  the  Brokm  Hill  trade  from  Adelaide. 

Mr.  WILKS.— If  that  is  the  only  fear 
which  the  hcKiorable  member  has,  let  me 
remind  him  that  this  Parliament  have  the 
power  to  create  an  Inter-State  Commission, 
which  (X)uld  destroy  any  advantage  which 
New  South  Wales  may  get  from  cutting 
railway  rates.  Apparently,  he  fears  that 
South  Australians  are  not  concerned  in  fix- 
ing a  site  which  could  be  made  accessible  to 
them  and  to  others — ^generally  accessible  to 
Australia.  If  the  representatives  of  every 
State  are  proceeding  on  the  basis  that  their 
people  are  trying  to  make  as  much  out  of 
the  Federation  as  they  can,  and  to  obtain 
their  pound  of  flesh  e\-ery  time,  let  them 
not  pretend  to  feelings  of  horror  when  they 
are  told  Xew  South  Wales  wishes  the  Capi- 
tal Site  to  be  fixed.  Let  them  not  decry 
New  South  Wales  for  requesting  that  the 
Capital  Site  shall  be  located  near  the  port 
of  Sydney.  If  one  State  is  to  fight  be- 
cause she  thinks  she  will  lose  a  commercial, 
and  another  State  fights  because  she  thinks 
that  Sydney  will  gain  another  advantage, 
that  says  very  little  for  their  Federal  spirit. 
I  trust,  however,  that  we  have  not  yet  come 
to  that  stage.  We,  as  politicians,  may  en- 
gage in  such  battles.  We  may  think  it  right 
to  fight  for  one  State  as  against  an- 
other, but  I  do  not  think  that  the 
electors  of  Australia,  once  they  were  satis- 
fied that  the  best  available  site  had  been 
chosen,  would  bother  very  much  whether 
one  State  or  another  gained  in  commerce. 
The  average  elector,  whether  he  be  in 


Richmond^  in  Victoria,  or  in  Balmain,  in 
New  South  Wales,  or  in  a  suburb  of  South 
Australia  or  Western  Australia,  knows 
that  wherever  it  may  be  fixed,  it  will  be 
of  very  little  concern  to  him  individually. 
Our  concern  should  be  to  choose  a  site  in 
the  interests  not  so  much  of  the  people  of 
this  day  as  of  future  generations.  The 
trend  of  population,  in  the  course  of  forty 
or  fifty  years  will  not  be  south  of  Lynd- 
hurst, but  north  of  that  point.  If  cen- 
trality  of  population  is  to  be  the  primary 
consideraticm  in  fixing  a  site,  I  say  to 
those  honorable  members  who  wish  the 
Capital  to  be  taken  souths  that  the  centre 
of  population  to-day  is  Lyndhurst,  and 
that  the  centre  in  a  few  years  will  be 
nearer  to  Queensland.  I  hold  the  view 
that  the  great  rival  of  New  South  Wales 
in  years  to  come  will  be  Queensland.  If 
I  were  starting  life  again  it  would  be  to 
Queensland  that  I  should  go,  and  I  think 
that  the  young  people  of  Australia  would 
be  acting  wisely  if  they  were  to  establish 
their  homes  in  that  great  State.  For  these 
reasons  I  think  that  Lyndhurst  is  about  as 
far  south  as  any  representative  of  Queens- 
land can  go,  or  any  representative  of  Xew 
South  Wales  can  be  expected  to  go.  Let 
us  now  consider  the  physical  features — 
water  supply,  productiveness  of  soil,  and 
mineral  resources — on  which  the  honorable 
member  for  Gippsland  laid  great  stress.  It 
has  been  demonstrated  here  by  the  report 
of  an  expert  that  Lyndhurst,  although  not 
so  favorably  situated  as  Dalgety  in  that 
regard,  has,  for  all  practical  purposes  to- 
day, a  storage  capacity  sufficient  to  sup- 
ply with  water  the  population  that  will 
exist  in  the  Federal  Capital  in  a 
couple  of  hundred  years  from  this  time. 
That  statement  has  not  been  contradicted. 
It  has  been  made,  not  by  a  representative 
of  the  State,  but  by  no  less  an  authority 
than  the  Engineer-in-Chief  for  Water  Con- 
servation in  New  South  Wales,  who,  by 
reason  of  his  technical  knowledge,  was 
asked  to  report  on  the  water  resources  of 
various  sites.  His  report  is  of  surh  a  cha- 
racter that  no  one  can  say  that  Lyndhurst  is 
devoid  of  a  water  supply  which  would  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  population  of,  not 
only  to-day,  but  of  200  or  300  years  from 
this  time.  '  The  productiveness  of  the  soil 
at  Lyndhurst  has  been  discussed  by  its  re- 
presentative here.  I  do  not  wish  to  throw 
on  the  table  a  sample  of  the  greatest  pump- 
kin or  the  largest  potato  which  has  ever 
been  grown,  and  say  to  honorable  mem- 
bers— "  Look  at  what  Lyndhurst  will  grow. 
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You  will  get  potatoes  and  pumpkins  of  such 
a  size  that  your  dnnestic  accounts  will  be 

smaller  and  smaller;  in  fact,  the  green- 
grocer will  be  paying  you  instead  of  your 
paying  him,  if  you  go  and  live  there."  I 
do  not  intend  to  present  an  argument  ot 
this  character,  that  it  would  pay  a  green- 
grocer to  give  honorable  members  so  much 
a  week  instead  of  taking  their  orders, 
the  vegetables  grown  in  the  district  being 
so  heavy  that  it  would  cost  too  mu(£ 
to  convey  them  from  house  to  house.  We 
do  not  need  to  produce  for  your  edifica- 
tion, Mr.  Chairman,  the  well  known  potato 
or  pumpkin  which  has  travelled  all  round 
the  shows  of  Australia,  appearing  in  one 
place  to  represent  the  products  of  Gipps- 
land,  in  another  to  show  the  fertility  of 
the  country  surrounding  Ballarat,  and  in 
another  as  an  example  of  what  can  be 
grown  near  Adelaide.  Still,  the  honorable 
member  for  Macquarie  has  not  left  us  with- 
out knowledge  as  to  the  productiveness  of 
the  soil  in  and  around  Lyndhurst.  What 
he  said  may  be,  supported  by  a  reference 
to  the  condition  of  the  people  in  that  dis- 
trict. Some  of  the  most  prosperous  land- 
holders in  Australia  reside  in  the  Lynd- 
hurst district.  Theirs  is  not  an  intermit- 
tent prosperity,  nor  is  it  prosperity  occa- 
sioned bv  a  cold  mining  rush.  It  is  solid 
prosperity  which  has  endured  for  many 
years.  Bathurst  is  one  of  the  most  important 
country  towns  of  New  South  Wales.  Not 
only  is  the  whole  district  settled  by  a 
wealthy  pastoral  and  farming  class,  but  it 
has  also  great  mineral  resources.  I  would 
point  out  here  that  in  the  present  utili- 
tarian state  of  feeling,  we  are  not  likely 
to  extravagantly  expend  millions  of  pounds 
in  housing  the  future  Federal  politicians 
and  Federal  officers.  Personally  I  am  not 
so  accustomed  to  dwelling  in  marble  halls 
that  I  would  feel  it  necessary  to  con- 
struct for  the  Federal  Parliament  a 
building  which  would  be  a  replica  of  this. 
The  country  cannot  afford  such  expendi- 
ture. What  we  desire  is  the  happy  mean 
between  Spartan  simplicity  and  Oriental 
extravagance.  But  even  if  we  erected 
gorgeous  palaces  for  public  officers,  the 
Seat  of  Government  would  not  attract  a 
large  population.  The  building  operations 
there  would,  of  course,  bring  many 
merlmnics  and  artisans  to  the  place, 
who  would  enjoy  an  ephemeral  prosperity ; 
but  to  attract  a  large  permanent  popula- 
tion the  Federal  Capital  must  be  situated 
in  a  district  which  will  afford  opportuni- 
ties for  the  obtaining  of  a  livelihood.  Lynd- 
Mr  Wilis. 


j  hurst  is  sudi  a  district.  "  Earth  ia  here  so 
I  kind,  that  just  tickle  her  widi  a  hoe  and 
I  she  laughs  with  a  harvest." 
I  Mr.  McLean. — The  Commissioners  say 
j  that  the  good  land  in  the  district  is  fifty 
I  miles  from  the  proposed  site. 

Mr.  WILKS.— They  mean  the  best  of 
the  land.    It  is  all  good  land  there,  though 
some  may  be  better,  and  some  best,  Xr 
doubt  the  honorable  member  has  heird  of 
the  man  who  was  not  addicted  to  the  habits 
of  temperance,  and  who^  when  he  heard  a 
I  reference  to  bad  beer,  said,  "  There  is  no 
I  such  thing  as  bad  beer.     There  is  good 
I  beer,  and  better  beer,  but  no  bad  beer."  I 
do  not  take  that  attitude  in  reference  to 
beer,  but  I  would  apply  the  remark  to  the 
land  in  the  Lyndhurst  district.    It  is  all 
good  land.     An  agriculturist  has  only  to 
supply  energy  in  order  to  get  a  return  from 
it.     Its    pastoral    capabilities,    too,  are 
shown  by  the  number  of  wealthy  families 
in  the  district  who  follow  pastoral  pursuits. 
But,  of.  course,  not  every  roan  in  Melbourne 
or  Sydney  can  afford  to  buy  a  staticxi  or  to 
purchase  a  farm,  though  there  are  many 
persons  who  would  be  glad  to  move  to  the 
Seat  of  Government  if  they  could  find 
work  to  do  there.      The  Lyndhurst  dis- 
trict is  one  which  would  give  employment 
j  to  a  great  number  of  people,  because,  in 
I  addition  to  its  pastoral  and  agricultural 
j  resources,  it  has  great  mineral  resources, 
j  Within  an  easy  distance  of  the  proposed 
site  are  large  coal-fields,  and  rich  copper 
i  mines.     The  whole  district  may  be  de- 
scribed as  a  network  of  the  jewels  of  the 
earth.    I  do  not  wish  to  rhapsodize,  how- 
ever.   As  I  said  in  my  opening  remarks, 
I  envy  the  Ruskin-like  powers  of  descrip- 
tion possessed  by  some  of  those  who  spoke 
last  week.     It  would,  indeed,  require  the 
descriptive  faculty  of  a  Ruskin  or  a  Sir 
Walter  Scott  to  do  justice  to  this  site.  But 
i  if  the  honorable  member  for  Gippsland  had 
visited  the  district  he  would  have  seen  that, 
I  notwithstanding  the  advantages  possessed 
I  by  the  southern   sites,   Lyndhurst  is  still 
more  favorably  situated.     The  districts 
in    the    north-eastern    comer    of  New 
South  Wales,  and  in  the  southern  parts 
of  Queensland,  are  daily  attracting  large 
numbers  of  people.    I  can  understand  the 
attachment  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Gippsland  to  the  electorate  which  he  repre- 
sents; but  people  are  leaving  that  district 
to  go,  not  to  Bombala,  but  to  the  places 
further  north  which  I  have  mentioned. 

Mr.  McLean. — That  is  because  there  is 
land  for  sale  there.    I  a^it  that  the  land 

Digitized  by  dOOg  IC 


Seat  of 


[2  August,  1904-} 


Government  Bill. 


3779 


on  the  Richmond  River  is  good  land ;  but 
it  is  not  always  a  good  sign  when  you  find 
the  people  of  a  district  anxious  to  sell. 

Mr.  WILKS. — The  honorable  member  is 
a  canny  Scot,  possessing  all  the  virtues  and 
all  the  shrewdness  of  his  race;  but  he  finds 
my  argument  difficult  to  answer.  It  is  well 
known  that  within  the  last  six  months  cer- 
tain of  bis  own  people  formed  a  syndicate 
and  purchased  the  Kyogle  estate,  in  north- 
ern New  South  Wales,  for  about  50,000. 
This  estate  has  since  been  cut  up  into  farms, 
wbidi  are  now  being  sold  at  very  hi^ 
prices. 

Mr.  McLean. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber call  the  prices  high  ? 

Mr.  WILKS.— Yes,  for  farm  land. 

Mr.  McLean. — I  am  told  that  it  is  ex- 
cellent land,  but  that  it  is  being  bought  for 
prices  whi<±  are  b^g  given  for  the  wotsI 
land  in  Gippsland. 

Mr.  WILKS. — Proximity  to  a  market  has 
a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  price  of  land. 
But  I  do  not  wish  to  be  led  off  on  a  side 
track.  The  point  I  am  making  is  that  the 
people  of  Gippsland,  who  know  what  good 
land  is,  and  fanners  from  other  parts  of 
Australia,  are  going,  not  to  the  Bombala 
district,  but  further  north,  to  take  up  farms 
and  to  make  homes  for  themselves.  Lynd- 
hurat  is  practically  the  centre  of  the  pre- 
sent population  of  Australia,  and  as  popu- 
lation increases  its  centre  will  shift,  not 
further  south,  but  further  north.  The 
honorable  member  for  Gippsland  spoke 
against  the  selection  of  the  Lyndhurst  site 
also  for  the  reason  that  if  that  site  were 
chosen  the  result  would  be  the  aggrandize- 
ment of  the  port  of  Sydney.  But  that  ar- 
gument is  at  once  met  by  the  statement  that 
if  Tooma  were  chosen  the  result  would  be 
the  aggrandizement  of  the  port  of  Mel- 
bourne. In  dealing  with  a  matter  of  this 
land,  one  must  be  very  careful  not  to  throw 
stones,  because,  while  it  may  be  easy  to 
break  the  windows  of  other  sites,  there  is 
always  a  great  risk  of  getting  the  window 
of  one's  own  site  broken  as  well. 

Mr.  McLean. — The  site  I  advocated  is 
situated  midway  between  Sydney  and  Mel- 
bourne. 

Mr.  WILKS. — If  the  site  the  honorable 
member  advocated  were  chosen,  we  should 
have  to  travel  either  by  balloon  ot  air- 
ship, because  there  are  mountain  ranges 
to^  be  nei^iated,  and  to  construct  a 
railway  there  would  involve  an  ex- 
penditure of  about  ;£4,ooo,ooo.  In  con- 
sidering this  questicm,  it  should  be  re- 
collected that  the  average  individual  prefers 


to  travel  by  coach,  rail,  or  steamer,  rather 
than  by  balloon  or  air-ship.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Gippsland,  I  repeat,  has 
argued  that  if  Lyndhurst  be  selected,  all 
the  trade  of  the  Capital  will  go  to 
Sydney.  What  would  honorable  mem- 
bers think  if  I  turned  roimd  and 
declared,  "  Oh,  the  Tooma  site  is  a 
grand  one.  Potatoes  will  grow  there  better 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 
So  also  will  cabbages  and  pumpkins — in 
fact,  everything  is  greener  there  than  it 
is  elsewhere,  but  if  we  select  that  site  all 
the  trade  will  go  to  Port  Phillip  *'  ?  If  we 
all  entertain  views  of  that  sort,  and  are 
struggling  for  cranmercial  gain,  the  city 
of  Sydney  should  be  protected  equally  with 
that  of  Melbourne.  Let  us  understand 
whether  we  are  fighting  for  commercial 
gain  or  for  the  establishinent  of  a  Federal 
city,  i(x  the  benefit  of  the  population  not 
only  of  to-day,  but  of  the  future.  To  in- 
stitute comparisons  between  sites  from  the 
point  of  view  of  centrality,  accessibility,  &c., 
is  of  no  use,  if  our  arguments  when  tailed 
down  mean  that  we  object  to  a  site  because 
its  selection  will  mean  that  its  trade  will  go 
to  Melbourne  or  Sydney.  If  that  is  the 
view  which  is  entertained,  I  can  quite  under- 
stand the  anxiety  of  the  Victorian  press,  and 
of  many  honorable  members,  to  secure  delay 
in  the  settlement  of  this  question.  I  ven- 
ture to  say,  however,  that,  if  the  feeling 
of  the  people  of  AvstraUa  could  be 
tested,  it  would  be  found  that  they  have 
sufficient  breadth  of  mind — ^irrespective 
of  the  State  from  which  they  come — to 
enable  them  to  respect  their  brothers  and 
sisters  in  other  portions  of  the  Union,  and 
to  induce  them  to  say  that  they  desire 
in  the  interests  of  all  to  see  the  most 
suitable  site  selected.  The  honorable 
member  for  Gippsland  has  urged  that  if 
we  choose  the  Lyndhurst  site,  gain  will  re- 
sult to  Sydney.  Do  I  understand  that  he 
has  decided  to  support  the  claims  of  Bom- 
bala? I  know  that,  to  a  large  extent,  he 
represents  Victorian  opinicm  in  this  House, 
and  Victorian  sentiment"  outside  of  it.  Con- 
sequently, I  wish  to  know  whether  he  has 
decided  to  stand  by  the  Bombala  site? 

Mr.  McLean. — I  intend  to  support  one 
of  the  Monaro  sites. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  honorable  member  is 
a  generous  sort  of  mortal,  who  practically 
says,  "  Here  are  two  apples.  I  will  take 
this  one,  and  you  may  exercise  your  own 
choice  as  to  which  of  the  remainder  you 
will  have."  He  has  decided  to  support 
the  Bombala  site.     In  the  first  place, 
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X  suppose,  that  site,  by  a  sheer  accident,  is 
situated  just  on  the  border-line  of  Vic- 
toria. In  the  second  place,  the  honorable 
member  must  be  aware  from  the  reports  of 
experts,  that  New  South  Wales  would  re- 
quire to  spend  millions  of  pounds  to  connect 
it  by  rail  with  existing  lines. 

>ir.  McLean. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
bei  know  that  the  railway  already  runs  into 
the  Monaro  district? 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  ought  to  know  exactly 
how  far  the  railway  runs  into  that  country, 
seeing  that  upon  one  occasion  I  was  laid 
up  in  the  Cooma  hospital  for  ten  days.  The 
fact  is  that  I  strained  my  eyesight  so  seri- 
ously in  an  endeavour  to  discover  the 
beauties  of  the  Bombala  site  that  I  was 
compelled  to  enter  the  hospital  at  Cooma, 
which  is  the  present  terminus  of  the  rail- 
way. 

Mr.  Bamford. — It  is  a  beautiful  little 
place. 

^[r.  WILKS. — Yes;  next  to  Lyndhurst, 
it  is  one  of  the  prettiest  little  towns  I  know. 
The  honorable  member  for  Gippsland  has 
argued  in  favour  of  the  selection  of  Bom- 
bala, on  the  ground  that  it  possesses  a  sea- 
port. But  I  would  point  out  that  Twofold 
Bay  is  fifty  miles  distant,  and  that  between 
it  and  the  Bombala  site  there  are  mountains 
to  climb,  as  precipitous  as  are  those  to  be 
found  in  Gippsland.  During  the  course 
of  this  debate  we  have  heard  a  good  deal 
in  reference  to  climate.  Honorable  mem- 
bers appear  to  1«  very  desirous  to  secure  a 
cool  climate.  I  do  not  know  whether  they 
expect  to  exjjerience  a  verv  warm  climate  in 
the  future,  but,  possibly,  that  may  be  the 
true  explanation.  Though  during  the 
parliamentary  visit  of  inspection  there.  T 
was  unable  to  attend  the  festivities  at  Bom- 
bala. I  had  an  opportunity  of  asking  one 
of  its  residents  what  the  townspeople  did 
during  the  summer  months.  His  reply 
was  that  everybody  who  could  afford  it  went 
to  the  seaside.  Upon  l)ein.f;  questioned  as 
to  why  they  did  this,  he  informed  me  that 
during  the  summer  the  climate  of  Bombala 
was  too  warm  to  permit  of  their  remaining 
there. 

Mr.  Bamford. — The  honorable  member 
for  Eden-Monaro  did  not  sav  so. 

Mr.  WILKS. — Xo;  he  could  not  be  ex- 
pected tn  say  so.  As  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Grampians  has  pointed  out,  if  we 
desire  to  obtain  a  port  in  connexion  with 
the  Federal  Capital,  we  shall  have  to  pay 
for  it,  and  we  shall  also  require  to  spend 
money  in  fortifying  and  otherwise  defend- 
ing it.     I  wish,  further,  to  impress  upcm 


honorable  members  that  Twofold  Bay  is 
such  a  well -sheltered  harbor  that  during  all 
the  gales  experienced  upon  the  coast  of 
New  South  Wales,  no  vessel  ever  seeks 
shelter  there. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — That  is  abso- 
lutely incorrect.  During  almost  every 
heavy  gale  two  or  three  boats  seek  shelter 
there. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Two  or  three  fishing 
boats.  An  ordinary  sized  steamer  can- 
not enter  it.  One  of  the  Union  Steam- 
ship Company's  boats  was  unable  to  turn 
there  because  the  channel  was  not,  deep 
enough. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman.  —  Why,  it  is 
deeper  than  is  Sydney  harbor. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  steamer  of  which  I 
am  speaking  had  to  go  astern  until  she 
had  got  safely  out  of  the  harbor.  To 
make  that  port  a  harbor  of  shelter  owr  a 
million  pounds  sterling  would  require  to  be 
spent  in  the  cmstruction  of  a  l^akwater, 
and  we  all  know  that  when  once  a  Govern- 
ment comments  to  build  breakwaters  there 
is  practically  no  end  to  the  bills  which  have 
to  be  met.      Moreover,  apart  from  railway 
fonsiruction,     millions  of    pounds  would 
require  to  be  expended  to  make  it  even 
,  an  ordinary    port   of    shelter.     I  have 
\  nothing  to  urge  against  the  selection  of 
I  the  McHiaro  site,  save  that  it  would  in\-olve 
'  an  extravagant  outlay.      The  Melbourne 
press  is  continually  crying  out  about  extra- 
vagant Federal  expenditure,  and,  in  order 
to  bolster  up  a  case  in  opposition  to  the 
'  choice  of  what  it  calls  a  "  bush  "  capital,  it 
has  dragged  in  millions  of  pounds  for  the 
.  construction  of  such  works  as  -the  trans- 
I  continental  railway.      I  freelv  present  the 
journals  of  this  city  with  further  reasons 
for  the  rejection  of  the  Bombala  site.  Its 
selection,  I  claim,  would  involve  an  exces- 
sive expenditure  in  dredging  the  harbor, 
su    as    to    make    it    afford     a  safe 
anchorage,    also     a     large    outlay  in 
constructing  breakwaters,  and  in  fcnlify- 
.  ing  it.     I  wish  now  to  give  one  other  il- 
I  lustration  of  the  weakness  of  Twofold  Bay. 
It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  point  out  that 
the   vessels   of   the   Australian  Auxiliary 
Squadron  never  use  it,  either  for  manoeuv- 
I  ring  purposes  or  for  shell  practice.  They 
use  Jervis  Bay,  which,  from  the  point  of 
i  view  of  safety  and  dimensions,  offers  e«n 
better  facilities  than  does  Port  Jackson. 
If  representatives  from  other  parts  of  Aus- 
I  tralia  merely  desire  to  secure  a  beautiful 
harbor  of  large  dimensions,  and  one  cap- 
'  able  of  sheltering  any  class  of  vessel  in 
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the  world,  I  would  recommend  them  to 

visit  Jervis  Bay.  The  Lake  George  site,  the 
claims  of  which  ha\e  not  been  considered 
on  the  present  occasion,  is  situated  with'n 
lorty  miles  of  that  port,  and  the  interven- 
ing country  presents  no  engineering  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  railway  construction. 
If  their  only  desire  is  to  secure  a  territory 
possessing  a  suitable  port,  so  that,  in  the 
event  of  a  cc»iflict  between  the  Federal 
authority  and  the  State,  it  will  be  possible 
to  reach  the  Capital  without  passing 
through  State  territory,  then  let  me  recom- 
mend them  to  Jervis  Bay.  Desperate  as  we 
are,  however — and  ready  as  we  are  to  fly 
off  the  handle — I  do  not  think  the  time 
will  ever  come  when,  because  of  conflict 
between  the  Federal  authority  and  the 
State,  it  will  be  dangerous  for  residents  of 
the  Federal  territor\-  to  travel  over  that 
State.  We  are  fairly  bad,  it  is  true,  but 
we  are  not  a  lot  of  Bashi-bazouks,  and 
there  is  no  cause  to  fear  anything  in  that 
direction.  If  any  honorable  member 
fears  that  at  some  time  or  other 
there  may  be  a  struggle  to  the  death  be- 
tween the  representatives  of  the  Common- 
Meaith  and  of  the  State  of  New  South 
Wales,  and  therefore  desires  that  the 
Federal  territory,  shall  have  independent 
means  of  access,  I  respectfully  recommend 
him  to  support  the  selection  of  a  site  near 
Jervis  Bay. 

Mr.  Skene. — Is  Jervis  Bay  be}'ond  the 
loo-roiles  limit? 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  think  it  is. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards.— No. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  belieTr-e  that  it  is  more 
than  100  miles  from  Sydney. 

Mr.  Bamford.  —  Will  the  honorable 
niember  propose  its  selection? 

Mr.  WILKS. — No;  for  the  reason  that 
I  do  not  wish  any  further  delay  to  take 
place.  The  people  of  New  South  Wales 
have  been  fooled  quite  long  enough,  and 
the  sooner  we  make  a  selection  the  better. 
It  is  often  said  that  it  was  a  "  bargain " 
that  the  Federal  Capital  should  ^  in 
New  South  Wales.  I  decline  to  use  that 
word  in  this  connexion.  It  was  not  a  mere 
bargain,  but  tl^e  recognition  of  an  absolute 
right. 

Mr.  Skene. — To  a  certain  extent  that 
is  so. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  am  glad  to  have  that 
admission  from  a  representative  of  Vic- 
toria. Do  not  let  us  say  that  it  was  a  con- 
cession to  New  South  Wales.  A  t'lj;  for 
any  concession.  The  people  of  New  South 
Wales  are  not  going  on  their  bended  knees 


to  ask  for  any  favour;  they  ask  for  the 
recognition  of  a  constitutional  right. 

Mr.  PoyNTON. — Neither  are  the  other 
States  going  on  their  bended  knees  to  New 
South  Wales. 

Mr.  WILKS. — There  is  no  necessity  for 
any  ill-feeling.  In  dealing  with  this  matter 
I  do  not  intend  to  have  regard  to  any  ques- 
tion of  State  against  State,  or  to  study  the 
convenience  of  Brown  of  to-day  as  against 
the  inconvenience  of  Jones  of  to-morrow. 
Some  reference  has  been  made  to  the  posi- 
tion taken  up  by  the  press.  If  the  press 
of  Australia  find  it  to  the  interests  of  Aus- 
tralia to  report  the  proceedings  of  the  Fede- 
ral Parliament,  then,  wherever  the  Seat  of 
Government  may  be,  thev  will  do  so.  It 
matters  not  whether  a  report,  or  a  leading 
article  dealing  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
Parliament,  be  written  in  an  ofllice,  in  the 
back  blocks,  or  in  the  sanctum  of  Syme,  in 
Coll  ins- street,  Melbourne;  it  is  botmd  to 
be  circulated  wherever  it  is  written  and 
published.  I  do  not  think  that  the  ques- 
tion of  expense  will  be  considered  by  the 
press  in  relation  to  the  publication  of  the 
debates  of  this  Parliament.  They  will  give 
such  publicity  to  our  proceedings  as  mav 
be  considered  desirable.  In  urging  that 
Lyndhurst  should  be  selected,  I  am  actu- 
ated by  a  desire  to  conserve  the'  interests  of 
the  whole  Commonwealth.  Lyndhurst  is  to- 
day the  centre  of  population  in  Australia, 
and  the  point  cannot  be  taken  further  south. 
It  is  easy  of  access,  and  on  that  ground 
I  claim  the  votes  of  the  representatives  of 
Queensland,  South  Australia,  and  Victoria. 
I  put  aside  all  considerations  as  to  the 
commercial  advantage  which  might  accrue 
to  Sydney,  Melbourne,  or  anv  other  citv, 
from  the  selection  of  a  particular  site ;  but 
would  point  out  that .  if  Lyndhurst  were 
selected,  no  expense  would  be  incurred  in 
providing  a  means  of  communication  by 
railway.  The  existing  railways  supply  all 
wants  in  that  respect.  With  the  construction 
of  a  railway  from  Cobar  to  Broken  Hill, 
South  Australia  will  be  directly  tapped, 
while  Lyndhurst  will  be  placed  in  toudi 
with  Queensland  by  the  construction  of  a 
railway  from  Werris  Creek.  I  am  not  so 
moulded  that  I  can  soar  into  rhapsodies 
about  the  picturesqueness  of  the  country, 
but  I  would  remind  honorable  members  that 
some  of  the  most  romantic  sights  in  Aus- 
tralia are  within  easy  distance  of  Lynd- 
hurst. The  Blue  Mountains,  which  are  close 
at  hand,  are  unexcelled  in  point  of  interest 
and  beauty  by  any  other  part  of  Australia. 
Visitors    ircm    all    parts   of  Australia, 
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as  well  'as  fnna  the  old  world,  make 
their  pilgrimages  to  the  many  beauty  spots 
with  which  they  abound,  so  that  if  we  are 
seeking  for  picturesque  country  we  shall 
find  it  at  our  very  doors. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Lyndhurst  ^s  also 
close  to  the  Jenolan  Caves. 

Mr.  WILKS.— That  is  so,  and  to  many 
other  points  of  interest,  to  which  men 
of  business  in  the  capital  may  resOTt 
in  their  leisure  moments.  After  all,  the 
Federal  Capital  is  not  likely  to  be  a  sort 
of  Elysium  where  the  people  will  wander 
about  the  streets,  from  early  morn  to  dewy 
eve,  with  garlands  of  flowers  around  their 
hats,  spending  their  days  in  picnicing. 
It  will  take  them  all  their  time  to 
bustle  round  and  earn  a  living.  I 
do  not  anticipate  that  the  effects  of 
the  scenery  will  be  such  as  to  cause 
a  new  class  of  people  to  arise. 
The  troubles  which  prevail  here  will  pre- 
vail there,  but  if  we  select  Lyndhurst,  those 
who  have  the  means  and  the  leisure  will  be 
able  to  satisfy  their  love  of  the  beautiful 
by  visiting  the  show  places  of  the  Blue 
^^ountains.  So  much  for  the  question  of 
picturesqueness.  I  wish  to  emphasize  the 
point  that  Lyndhurst  can  sustain  a  large 
population.  The  development  of  its  pas- 
toral, agricultural,  and  mineral  resources, 
will  provide  employment  for  a  very  lajgc 
industrial  class.  I  therefore  appeal  to 
those  who  fly  the  banner  of  the  industrial 
classes  to  a  greater  extent  than  does  any 
other  party  in  the  House,  to  vote  for  this 
site.  Can  any  honorable  member  point  to 
any  other  site  at  which  the  industrial 
classes  would  find  a  more  ready  means 
of  employment  than  will  be  forthcoming 
in  and  around  Lyndhurst  ?  The  raw 
material  exists  there  in  abundance,  and 
those  who  believe  that  a  certain  policy  is 
necessary  for  the  development  of  our  re- 
sources, should  avail  themselves  of  this 
opportunity  to  experiment  under  favorable 
conditions.  Some  reference  has  been  made 
to  the  climatic  conditions  of  the  several 
sites.  There  are  seme  who  are  anxious  that 
as  cool  a  spot  as  possible  should  be  se- 
lected, in  order  to  make  up  that  which 
they  will  probably  Jack  in  the  futurei ; 
and  to  these  I  would  point  out  that  the 
mean  temperature  of  Lyndhurst  is  better 
than  is  that  of  any  other  site. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. — There  is  no  rhap- 
sody about  that. 

Mr.  WILKS. — It  is  no  figure  of  speech. 
Mv  statement  is  supported  bv  the  figures 
of  the  Government  meteorologist. 


Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. — The  honorable 
member  can  double  spades  on  that 

Mr.  WILKS. — The  honorable  member 

uses  a  simile  which  I  shall  not  attempt 
to  bridge.  The  Government  meteorologist 
shows  that  the  heat  is  not  so  great,  and  the 
cold  certainly  not  so  intense  at  Lyndhurst 
as  it  is  at  Bombala  and  Dalgety — that  the 
climate  is  not  so  warm  as  is  the  climate  of 
the  other  sites.  The  mean  temperature  is 
certainly  better.  If  those  who  oppose  the 
selection  of  this  site  (k>  so  chiefly  on  the 
ground  that  Sydney  would  be  benefited  by 
it,  I  can  only' say  that  it  is  time  that  the 
capital  of  New  South  Wales  received  some 
advantage  from  the  Federation.  If  ixwr 
old  Sydney  is,  however,  to  depend  upon 
the  Federal  Capital  for  her  existence,  she 
had  better  put  up  her  shutters.  But  we  all 
know  that  she  can  live  without  the  Federal 
Capital.  A  city  of  the  stability  of  good 
old  Sydney  has  no  occasion  to  rest  upon 
the  establishment  of  the  Seat  of  Govern* 
ment  close  at  hand.  New  South  Wales  is 
not  in  the  national  Insolvency  Court,  al- 
though I  must  admit  that  Federation  has 
dragged  her  pretty  close  to  it.  The  Federal 
spirit  so  overwhelmed  the  people  of  that 
State  that  they  almost  lost  their  mental  bal- 
ance, and  supported  extravagant  expendi- 
ture to  such  an  extent  that  the  State  has 
now  to  cut  down  her  public  outlay. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^The  people  of  every 
State  are  saying  the  same  thing. 

Mr.  WILKS-.— -I  shall  not  allow  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan  or  any 
other  honorable  member  to  suggest  that  Syd- 
ney is  anxious  to  live  on  the  charity  of 
Western  Australia,  or  of  any  other  State. 
New  South  Wales  does  not  intend,  any 
more  than  does  Victoria  or  Queensland,  to 
live  on  the  mere  sufferance,  so  to  speak,  of 
the  representative  of  any  State. 

Mr.  McDonald. — Queensland  is  not  ask- 
ing for  any  concession  fr<mi  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Mr.  WILKS. — £he  has  done  very  well. 
She  has  obtained  that  for  which  she  chiefly 
entered  the  Union — ^the  abolition  of  coloured 
labour,  and  New  South  Wales  played  a 
serious  part,  if  we  measure  everything  by 
pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  in  assisting 
Queensland  to  that  end. 

'Sit.  Joseph  Cook. — She  helped  to  gn*e 
Queensland  a  heavy  duty  on  sugar. 

Mr.  Tudor. — The  representatives  of  New 
South  Wales  did  not  assist  in  passing  that 
dutv. 

Mr.  WILKS. — No  honorable  member  was 
more  earnest  in  advocating  the  abolition 
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of  black  labour  than  were  the  representa- 
tives of  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  TusoK. — ^But  the  representatives  of 
New  South  Wales  did  not  vote  for  the  sugar 
duty. 

Mr.  WILKS.— We  wished  to  get  rid  of 
one  evil  without  creating  another.   To  those 
who  say  that  Lyndhurst  is  favoured  by  some 
honorable  members  because  its  selection 
would  be  advantageous  to  Sydney,  I  would 
reply  that  Sydney  seeks  no  benefit  in  that 
direction.    She  merely  demands  a  recogni- 
tion of  her  right.    I  believe  that  if  a  refer- 
endum of  the  people  of  Australia  were 
taken  on  the  matter,  Sydney  itself  would  be 
chosen  as  the  Capital  Site.  When  it  is  sug- 
gested that  some  honorable  members  sup- 
port L>-ndhurst  because  of  scmie  possible 
irade  gain  to  Sydney,  I  can  only  say  that, 
if  there  were  a  trade  gain  to  Sydney,  that 
city  would  be  absolutely  entitled  to  it.  For 
years  before  Federation  New  South  Wales 
had  her  doors  open  to  the  people  of  the 
other  States.    She  did  not  keep  out  their 
products,  but  invited  them  to  send  their  pro- 
ducts into  New  South  Wales.     The  only 
response  we  get  now  is  to  be  told  that  those 
who  advocate  the  selectirai  of  Lyndhurst  as 
the  Capital  Site  do  so  because  some  paltry 
portion  of  trade  might  gravitate  to  Sydney. 
We  know  that  last  session  some  honorable 
members  tried  to  drag  the  Federal  terri- 
tory right  down  to  the  borders  of  Victoria. 
The  site  chos«i  by  this  House  was  Tumut ; 
l>ut  some  honorable  members  were  not  satis- 
fied with  that,  and  they  insisted  upon  de- 
fining an  elongated  Federal  area,  which 
might  be  otnnpated  to  the  patch  upon  the 
nether  gaiments  of  a  schoolboy.     It  ran 
from  Dan  to  Beaisheba — frCMn  one  end  of 
the  country  to  the  other.  They  insisted  that 
the  Federal  territory  should  extend  to  the 
Murray,  and  there   were   some  honorable 
members  who,  if  they  could  have  done  so, 
would  have  brought  it  in  a  straight  line  to 
the  very  confines  of  Melbourne.    In  spite 
of  this,  we  are  now  told  that  those  who 
propose  to  rote  for  Lyndhurst  do  so  in  order 
to  secure  a  trade  advantage  to  Sydney.  I 
say  a  fig  for  all  these  professions  of  Federal 
sentiment's.     If  honorable  members  mean 
business,  and  are  Federal,  they  should  not 
merely  profess  a  spirit  of  Federalism,  but 
should  act  in  a  Federal  manner.  I  am  pre- 
pared to  act  in  the  interests  of  the  people 
of  all  the  States.      Specious  arguments 
were  offered  last  session,  when  Tumut  was 
chosen  as  the  Capital  Site,  for  extending 
the  Federal  territory  to  the  Murray  River. 
It  was  *aid  that  it  was  necessary  to  secure 


a  doorway  to  the  Federal  Capital  for  the 
people  of  Victoria.  I  aak  whether  there 
should  not  be  a  doorway  also  for  the  people 
of  Queensland,    Western  Australia,  and 

South  Australia?  Why  should  there  be  a 
doorway  for  the  people  of  one  State  only  ? 
These  things  cannot  well  be  forgotten ;  but 
I  trust  that  since  last  session  our  disposition 
has  undergone  a  change,  and  that  there  will 
now  be  no  more  of  the  struggle  to  have  the 
Federal  Capital  placed  in  the  backyard, 
so  to  speak,  of  Victoria.  I  hope 
that  honorable  members  will  be  con- 
cerned to  select  a  site  that  will  be  suitable 
for  the  whole  of  Australia,  and,  in  that 
view,  I  respectfully  suggest  that  Lyndhurst 
should  be  the  site  selected.  Last  session 
I  voted  for  Tumut,  on  its  record,  and  with- 
out seeing  it.  But  having  seen  Tumut 
since,  I  must  admit  that  this  session  my 
second  choice  will  be  Dalgety.  I  do  not 
now  propose  to  say  why  and  wherefore.  At 
the  first  ballot  last  sesn<m  I  voted  for 
Lyndhurst,  and  on  that  occasion  there  were 
twenty-five  straight-out  votes  given  for  the 
selection  of  that  site.  No  other  site  has 
had  equal  voting  in  its  favour.  The  sup- 
porters of  other  sites  were,  by  combina- 
tion, successful  in  destroying  its  chance  of 
selection ;  but  no  other  site  on  a  straight-out 
vote  secured  as  much  support  as  did  Lynd- 
hurst Believing  that  Lyndhurst  is  practi- 
cally in  the  centre  of  the  population  of  Aus- 
tralia, I  am  not  prepared  to  go  to  the 
Victorian  border  for  a  site.  I  am  not 
prepared  in  any  case  to  go  nearer  to  the 
Victorian  border  than  Dalgety,  which,  I 
think,  is  distant  forty  miles  from  Bombala. 
I  ask  honorable  members  to  be  guided  in 
their  selection  by  considerations  of  cen- 
ttality,  accessibility,  and  the  physical  fea- 
tures which  have  been  referred  to  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Gippsland.  That 
honorable  member  can  now  have  no  fear 
about  an  adequate  water  supply  at  Lynd- 
hurst, and  I  cannot,  therefore,  see  how  he 
can  fail  to  vote  for  the  selection  of  that 
site.  One  argument  used  by  the  hen  - 
orable  member  I  could  not  understand, 
and  that  was  his  objection  to  Lynd- 
hurst, on  the  ground  that  certain 
trade  would  go  to  the  port  of  Syd- 
ney. I  ask  honorable  members  to  con- 
sider what  the  trade  inrolved  would  be 
worth.  Is  it  likely  to  be  of  such  value  that 
Melbourne  cannot  live  without  it,  or  that 
Sydney  without  it  must  perish  in  the  na- 
tional'  Bankruptcy  Court?  If  the  only 
argument  of  the  honorable  member  for 
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Gippsland  against  the  selection  of  Lynd- 
hurst  is  the  advantage  that  would  be  given 
to  the  port  of  Sydney,  I  can  recommend 
to  him  the  port  of  Jervis  Bay,  which  is  one 
of  the  best  ports  in  Australia,  and  which  is 
within  forty  miles  of  an  eircellent  site.  For 
the  reasons  I  have  given,  I  trust  that  Lynd- 
hurst  will  be  the  site  chosen ;  but  still 
think  that,  in  the  interests  of  Australia,  it 
would  have  been  better  if  the  limitation  of 
100  miles  from  Sydney  had  never  found 
a  place  in  the  Constitution,  because,  not  in 
Sydney  itself,  but  at  Moss  Vale,  Exeter, 
and  round  that  district  a  site  might  have 
been  selected  which  would  be  unexcelled 
in  Australia. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby— Minister 
of  Home  Affairs). — If  honorable  mem- 
bers have  no  desire  to  further  discuss  the 
sites,  the  next  step  will  be  to  re- 
port progress,  and  we  propose  to  ask 
the  House  to-morrow  to  take  a  ballot. 
If  honorable  members  will  look  at  the 
notice-paper,  they  will  see  that  the  order 
of  the  day  No.  2,  "Seat  of  Government 
Bill :  ballot  to  determine  site,"  appears  after 
the  order  of  the  day.  "  Seat  of  Government 
Bill."  That  order  will  be  reversed  to-mor- 
row if  I  am  given  to  understand  that  honor- 
able members  have  concluded  the  debate 
upon  the  sites,  and,  in  that  event,  we  shall 
take  the  ballot  the  first  thing  to-morrow. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume).— I  do 
not  know  what  the  Minister  desires  in  this 
matter,  but  I  think  there  will  be  an  oppor- 
tunity to  further  discuss  the  question. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Afer  the  ballot,  the 
honorable  member  means? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No ;  before  the 
ballot. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  resolution  dis- 
tinctly states  that  the  ballot  is  to  be  taken 
without  discussion. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  know  that  a 
number  of  honorable  members  intended  to 
speak.  I  wish  to  speak  myself,  but  I 
should  be  better  prepared  to  do  so  after 
dinner.  I  do  not  know  w^hat  is  in  the 
wind,  but  it  appears  to  me  that  two  or 
three  honorable  members  who  were  going 
to  speak  have,  for  some  reason  or  another, 
drawn  back. 

>fr.  Austin  Chapman. — Let  us  divide. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  useless  to 
talk  about  a  (livision.  It  was  not  intended 
that  there  should  be  a  division  on  this 
clause,  but  that  we  should  know  when  the 
debate  tm  it  had  been  concluded.  If  there 
is  to  be  an  adjournment  now  I  cannot  allow 
the  matter  to  go  without  saying  a  few 


words.     I  have  listened  during  the  debat 
to  some  statements  that  are  absolutely  in 
correct.    Some  were  made  by  way  of  iniei 
jcction,   and   some   directly   by  differeil 
speakers.     There  are  those  who  have  al 
tempted  to  cast  blame  upon  me  partici 
larly,  because  the  site  whidi  has  of  late  bee 
brought  under  notice  was  not  previous! 
brought  under  the  attention  of  hcmorahl 
members.     The    honorable    member  fo 
Grampians  in  the  able  speech  which  he  h.i 
delivered  has  shown  clearly  what  I  pH 
viously    said.      I    did    not    know  lha 
I  had  stated  in  this  House  that  my  ol 
jection  to  supporting  this  site,  at  the  tinfl 
when  I  was  Minister  of  Home  Affairs,  wa 
because  it  was  so  far  south.    But  I  knei 
that  that  was  in  my  mind,  and  I  thought 
also,  that  the  people  of  Sydney  might  oli 
ject  to  the  selection  of  such  a  site, 
stated  at  the  time  to  which  reference  wa 
made,  that  Tumut  is  situated  in  one  of  th 
finest  and  richest  val  leys  in  New  Soutl 
Wales,  and  in  my  humble  opinion  it  wa 
one  of  the  sites  that  would  give  satisfactioi 
as  a  Federal  Capital.     But  I  then  stateiJ 
also,   that   the   Upper   Murray   was  fo 
scenery,  for  extent  of  good  land,  and  fo 
water  supply,  probably  the  finest  vallei 
that  there  is  in  Australia.     I  can  now  re 
peat  what  I  then  stated.     I  ha\'e  travelled 
over  a  very  large  part  of  Australia ;  I  havi 
explored  the  continent  as  much  as  most  men; 
and  I  say  that  for  picturesqueness  I  havi 
never  seen  a  valley  which  could  compare  wit! 
the  Upper  Murray  Valley.   When  we  deal 
with  the  matter  on  a  previous  occasion 
Tumut,  with  its  extent  of  rich  land,  it 
fine  views,  and  its  magnificent  water  sup 
ply,  appeared  to  me  to  be  an  ideal  spot  01 
which  to  locate  the  Federal  Capital.  Ii 
addition  to  other  qualifications,  it  is  prad 
ticatly    half-way    between    Sydney  and 
Melbourne.       I'hose    were    the  reasoni 
which  mainly  induced  me  to  throw  all  thi 
energy  I  could  into  securing  the  selectio: 
of  that  particular  site.      I  .cannot  under 
stand  how  any  honorable  member  can  state 
as   the  honorable  member  for  Dalley  hai 
done,  that  he  voted  last  session  for  Tumut 
but  that  on  this  occasion,  having' seen  lh< 
district,  he  will  not  vote  for  it.    I  can  onl^ 
say  that  the  honorable  member  must  han 
a  very  dim  eye  for  the  picturesque,  musi 
hare  a  ver\'  poor  knowledge  of  the  differ 
ence  between  good  and  bad  soil,  and  caJ 
hare  no  idea  of  the  importance  of  a  goc; 
water  supply  for  the  Federal  Capital.  1 
wish  now  to  refer  to  the  way  in  which  cer 
tain  sites  were  decided  on  for  inspection, 
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That  has  been  referred  to  in  debate,  and 
referred  to  with  an  evident  want  of  know- 
ledge. The  origin  of  the  selecticai  of  these 
ates  vas  my  appointment  of  the  late  Mr. 
Alex.  Oliver  considerably  before  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Federal  Govenmi^t  were 
chosen,  and,  certainly,  before  the  Fede- 
ral Parliament  was  elected.  My  object 
then,  as  head  of  the  Government  of  New 
South  Wales,  was  to  select  some  person 
who  knew  the  country  fairly  well,  and 
who,  taking  time  by  the  forelock,  would 
inspect  the  best  sites.  After  his  appoint- 
ment, Oliver  inserted  notices  in  the 
press,  which  were  circulated  throughout 
New  South  Wales,  asking  all  those  who 
knew  a  particularly  good  site  to  communi- 
cate with  him.  There  were,  I  think,  forty  or 
fifty  sites,  perhaps  more,  in  regard  to  which 
there  was  reasonable  anticipation  of  their 
being  inspected. 

Mr.  McLean. — Mr.  Oliver  gave  us  the 
best  report  we  have  yet  had. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  must  differ 
from  the  hcmwable  member  for  Gippsland. 
Mr.  Oliver's  report  was  absolutely  incor- 
rect in  some  particulars,  and  I  regret  very 
mudi  that  he  was  induced,  or  allowed,  to 
issue  a  report  by  way  of  a  criticism  on  the 
report  of  the  Royal  Commission. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — ^The  criticiam 
was  well  deserved. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  report  of 
Mr.  Oliver  showed  that  he  was  not  the 
Alexander  Oliver  he  was  in  the  full  prime 
and  vigour  of  his  life.  Mr.  Oliver's  report 
was  a  petulant,  unfair,  and  uncalled-for 
attack,  and,  certainly,  did  his  well-earned 
reputation  no  good  in  his  last  days.  I  re- 
gret very  much  that  Mr.  Oliver  ever  made 
that  second  report ;  and,  further,  it  has 
been  clearly  proved  that  in  regard  to  his 
first  repOTt  'he  was  in  one  or  two  instances 
absolutely  wrong,  as  he  acknowledged,  in 
the  face  of  the  r^>ort  of  the  Royal  Cranmis- 
sion  subsequently  appointed  by  the  Federal 
Government. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman.  —  Mr.  Oliver 
carefully  reported  the  details  as  he  under- 
stood them,  but  when  he  found  out  the 
true  facts  he  simply  gave  them. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  is  to 
some  extent  correct ;  but  I  took  the  trouble 
to  inquire  how  it  was  that  Mr.  Olii'er 
dropped  into  so  many  errors.  I  inquired 
from  one  or  two  of  the  leading  heads  of 
Departments  in  New  South  Wales,  and 
the  reply  given  to  me  was  that  Mr.  Oliver, 
either  for  the  reason  that  he  did  not  want 
to  spend  too  much  mwiey,  or  for  some 
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other  reason,  did  not  obtain  the  best  officers 
to  nuike  inquiries  and  report.  There  were 
ncme  so  competent  as  the  heads  of  Depart- 
ments to  instruct  him  as  to  the  dficers  from 
whom  information  could  be  best  ob- 
tained ;  but  what  I  have  stated  was 
the  reason  given  to  me  as  the  one 
which  caused  Mr.  Oliver  to  fall  into  so 
many  serious  errors — errors  which  were 
pointed  out  by  the  Ccanmission  subsequently 
appointed.  Mr.  Oliver  selected  the  sites 
which  he  conceived  to  be  eligible,  and  re- 
ported accordingly ;  and  I  do  think  that 
he  was  extremely  unfair  in  reglard  to 
Albury,  Corowa,  and  the  ^furray  districts 
generally.  It  was  most  unfair  to  those 
districts  that  he  should  put  them  on  one 
side,  simply  for  the  reason  that  they  were, 
in  his  opinion,  too  far  from  Sydney.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  I  may  point  out  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Gippsland  that 
Bombala,  or  any  other  outlandish  place  in 
that  neighbourhood,  is  further  south  than 
Albury. 

Mr.  McLean. — Bombala  is  exactly  mid- 
way between  Melbourne  and  Sydney. 

jVIr.  Austin  Chapman. — ^The  honorable 
member  for  Hume  ought  to  know  the 
opinion  of  the  House  in  regard  to  Albury. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Mr.  Oliver  had 
a  good  deal  to  do  with  forming  the  opinion 
of  the  House  in  regard  to  Albury.  I  shall 
not  go  to  the  honorable  member  for  Eden- 
Monaro  for  an  opinion  on  any  place  other 
than  Bombala ;  the  honorable  member 
seems  to  lose  his  temper  whenever  he  dis- 
cusses the  matter,  and  that  is  never  a  wise 
thing  to  do.  I  could  not  allow  this  ques- 
tion to  be  discussed  Avithout  saying  a  word 
or  two  in  regard  to  Mr.  Oliver's  report  on 
Albury  and  the  Murray  districts,  l^ir.  Oliver 
does  not  show  in  his  report  that  Albury 
is  not  a  suitable  site.  He  does  not  show 
that  at  Albury  there  is  any  absence  of  water 
supply,  or  that  the  climate  is  objectionable 
— he  simplv  gives  the  one  reason  that  the 
place  is  too  far  south  of  Sydney.  Finally, 
he  recommended  Bombala,  having  rpent 
about  a  week  or  ten  days  there. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Mr.  Oliver  said  tftat  Tu- 
mut  had  a  good  climate. 

INfr.  Austin  Chapman. — How  long  did 
the  Royal  Commission  spend  at  Twofold 
Bav?   Ten  minutes? 

Sir  WILLIA^I  LYXE.— I  think  ihe 
Commission  staved  long  enough  at  Two- 
fold Bay  to  get  a  good  idea  of  the  placr. 
I  have  been  there  m.iny  times,  and  I  knew 
the  district  almost  as  well  as  doe.i  my  hon- 
orable friend  who  represents  it  in  this 
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Parliament.  I  know  that  one  can  get  a  good 
idea  of  the  place  in  a  few  hours.  All  this, 
however,  is  by  the  way.  The  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Corio  has  sug- 
gested that  Mr.  Oliver  said  that  Tumut  has 
a  good  climate;  and  so  it  has.  It  is  unfor- 
tunate that  some  people  wish,  without  jus- 
tification, to  vilify  Tumut  in  every  way ; 
and  in  regard  to  this  particular  district 
there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  unfairness. 
Tumut,  though  not  extensive,  is  one 
of  the  finest  valleys  on  the  Continent,  and 
it  possesses  a  climate  in  which  people, 
who  have  lived  for  many  years  in  hotter 
districts,  can  reside  without  injury  to  their 
constitution.  That,  I  need  not  say,  is  not 
possible  at  Bombala  or  Dalgety,  where  only 
those  of  iron  constitution  can  survive. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — After  members 
of  Parliament  visited  Tumut,  that  site  be- 
came out  of  the  question. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  would  sug- 
gest that  the  honorable  member  for  Eden- 
Monaro  address  the  House  after  I  have 
finished.  The  honorable  member  has  jibed 
at  me  a  good  deal,  but  I  am  not  going  to 
get  out  of  temper.  It  is  unfortunate  that 
the  weather  was  warm  on  the  day  when 
most  honorable  members  went  to  Tumut. 
But  though  there  may  occasionally  be  a 
hot  day,  still  any  man,  woman,  or  child  who 
has  lived  in  a  hot  climate  for  many  years 
can  live  there  without  danger  or  fear.  That 
cannot  be  said  concerning  the  Monaro  coun- 
try. Statements  have  been  made  regarding 
the  Tumut  climate,  and  the  unhealthiness 
of  the  neighbourhood,  that  are  not  capable 
of  being  verified;  but.  an  impression  has 
been  produced  owing  to  which  I  fear  there 
is  not  much  hope  of  Tumut  being  selected 
by  the  House. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Do  not  lose  heart. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  not  losing 
heart.  I  never  did  in  my  life.  But  I 
cannot  shut  my  eyes  to  facts.  Honorable 
members  can  see  from  the  map  that  the 
Bombala  and  Dalgety  sites  are  much  further 
from  Sydney  than  either  the  Welaregang 
or  Tumut  sites.  In  fact,  Bombala  is  forty- 
nine  miles  further  south  than  W^elaregang, 
and  Dalgety  is  twenty-six  miles  further 
south. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman.—  Dalgety  is 
closer  to  Svdnev  than  Welare{?ang. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE. --The  honorable 
member  has  repeated  that  stalemont  many 
times,  and  it  may  be  that  he  is  ri^ht.  taking 
the  route  of  the  present  railway,  which  runs 
direct  to  Goulburn,  then  takes  a  direction 
fight  away  west  from  the  coast,  from 


whence  it  comes  round  to  Coota- 
mundra.  Following  that  line  round  the 
distance  is  perhaps  further,  but  not  if 
we  take  a  direct  line.  Honorable  mem- 
bers can  measure  the  distance  for  them- 
selves upon  the  map.  In  a  direct  line  I 
do  not  think  there  is  a  difference  of  much 
more  than  a  mile  or  twa  If  the  railway 
communication  were  anything  like  direct, 
it  would  be  found  that  Welaregang  was 
much  more  accessible  to  Sydney  than  is 
Dalgety  or  Bombala.  It  is  not  to  be  sup- 
posed that,  for  all  time,  the  railway  will 
remain  as  it  now  exists.  Surveys  have  been 
made  taking  off  at  various  points  along  the 
line  between  Goulburn  and  Cooma,  and 
also  at  points  to  Cootamundra;  and  though 
it  might  be  an  expensive  railway,  it  is 
possible  to  make  a  line  direct  to  Welare- 
gang through  Tumut.  But,  in  the  state 
of  our  finances,  and  at;  this  early  stage  of 
the  history  of  the  Federal  Capital,  I  do 
not  think  that  it  is  necessary  to  construct  a 
railway  at  great  cost  in  the  most  direct  way. 
It  may  be  left  for  future  decision  as  to  what 
railways  are  to  be  constructed  between  the 
Capital  Site  and  the  various  States  of  Aus- 
tralia. I  will  deal  as  rapidly  as  possible 
with  the  various  suggested  sites,  though 
much  of  what  I  have  to  say  will,  no  dou&, 
be  a  repetition  of  what  I  said  on  the  pre- 
vious occasion.  The  harbor  at  Eden  or 
Twofold  Bay  is,  I  admit,  a  pretty  litlle 
place,  but  it  would  take  a  large  sum  of 
money  to  make  it  pr«rtically  useful  for  a 
number  of  ships. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — What  was  the 
honorable  member's  statement  in  the  New 
South  Wales  Parliament  as  to  the  necessity 
for  building  a  railway  to  Twofold  Bav? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  has  not  quoted  my  statement. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — I  will  quote  it 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  dare  say  the 
honorable  member  will  quote  something 
that  was  said  in  connexion  with  some  pro- 
ject that  I  was  dealing  with  at  that  parti- 
cular time. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Perhaps  there  was  log- 
rolling going  on. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No,  there  was 
not;  but  I  think  there  was  scone  idea  of 
running  a  railway  through  to  Melbourne. 

Mr.  Austin  CHApatAN. — The  honorable 
member  wanted  to  tap  the  Monaro  country. 
He  said  it  was  magnificent  countr}-,  with  .1 
good  port. 

Mr.  Reid. — And  that  it  would  hold  all 
the  navies  in  the  world  I 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Twofold  Bay 
could  be  made,  with  a  great  deal  of  ex- 
pense, a  good  harbor.  But  at  the  present 
time  it  is  not  a  good  extensive  harbor  for 
numbers  of  large  ships.  I  say,  advisedly, 
that  cHie  of  the  large  ships  that  are  now 
engaged  in  the  Australian  trade,  such  as  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  and  Orient  boats, 
and  even  the  largest  of  our  coastal 
vessels,  would  find  great  difficulty  in 
getting  shelter  anywhere  near  the  wharf 
in  Twofold  Bay.  I  do  not  believe 
that  sudi  a  Tesse]  could  even  get  to  the 
wharf.  But  I  think  there  is  a  plan  in 
existence  showing  how  breakwaters  could 
be  built  at  a  cost  of  something  over 
^1,000,000,  to  make  it  a  good  harbor  for  a 
few  large  ships. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — For  the  coasting 
trade. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes.  I  totally 
dissent  fr(xn  those  honorable  members  who 
advocate  the  Monaro  site  on  account  of 
the  harbor.  The  world  to-day  is  building 
its  principal  capital  cities  away  from  har- 
l«rs  or  seaboard.  Recent  wars  have  proved 
that  a  Seat  of  Government  should  not  be 
near  a  harbor  where  it  can  be  easily 
attacked  by  an  enemy.  I  do  not  see  that 
there  is  any  necessity  or  utility,  for  the 
sake  of  a  harbor,  to  select  a  spot  which  is 
not  nearly  so  good  as  some  other  places 
that  have  been  suggested.  When  we  had 
made  the  harbor,  at  a  cost  of  about 
,200,000,  we  should  have  to  construct 
a  railway  to  climb  country  like  the  side  of 
a  house.  The  railway  would  have  to  run 
up  2,000  feet.  The  distance  in  a  direct 
line  is  about  fifty  miles,  but  as  the  line 
would  have  to  wind  in  and  out,  so  as  to 
obtain  possible  grades,  the  fifty  miles  would 
be  extended  to  somethmg  like  eighty* 
five.  In  addition  to  that,  the  Monaro 
tableland — referring  especially  to  Bom- 
bala  and  the  neighbourhood— is  degrees 
colder  than  any  other  tableland  in  Aus- 
tralia. The  reason  why  it  is  so  cold  is 
that  the  prevailing  winds  during  the  win- 
ter are  westerly.  Blizzards  blow  over  the 
snow-capped  mountains  of  Kosciusko  and 
the  Bogongs.  The  wind  on  the  tableland 
is  keen  enough  to  destroy  any  man  who  is 
getting  on  in  years,  and  who  has  come 
from  a  wanner  climate.  It  is  not  a  good 
place  to  whidi  to  send  representatives  from 
Queensland  and  Western  Australia.  In 
regard  to  the  quality  of  the  soil,  there  are 
little  valleys  here  and  there  which  contain 
good  land,  but  taking  the  average,  the 
Bombala  country  is  poor.  It  is  an 
60  a 


unhealthy  country  so  far  as  stock  is 
concerned.     A  railway  would  ha\'e  been 

built  there  long  ago  had  it  not  been 
realized  thai  the  country  was  so  poor.  It 
was  not  a  question  of  money  that  prevented 
New  South  Wales  extending  her  railway 
system  to  the  Monaro  tableland.  If  the 
country  had  been  as  valuable  as  has  been 
described,  the  line  would  have  been  con- 
structed. It  is  not  a  difficult  country  through 
which  to  build  a  line  from  Sydney. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman.— The  honorable 
member  as  Premier  of  New  South  Wales 
introduced  a  motion  favorable  to  the  con- 
struction  of  the  line. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  not  sure 
whether  I  did,  but  certainly  Parliament 
did  not  authorize  the  construction  of  the 
railway.  I  am  now  thinking  of  the  time 
when  the  line  was  extended  to  Cooma. 
What  was  to  prevent  its  being  carried  on 
to  Bombala?  The  traffic  about  Cooma  is  so 
small  they  cannot  afford  to  maintain  a  re- 
freshment room  at  the  railway  station. 
I  cannot  understand  anjrone  saying 
that  country  of  that  kind  is  suitable 
for  a  Federal  Capital.  There  have  been 
opportunities  for  the  development  of  the 
country  alxDut  Cooma  within  reasonable  dis- 
tance of  the  railway  terminus,  but  it  has  not 
developeil.  and  closer  settlement  has  not 
prospered,  simply  because  it  could  not  take 
place  tn  the  advantage  of  the  settler.  The 
honorable  member  for  Gippsland  has  spc^cen 
of  the  wheat  crops  of  the  neighbourhood. 
There  is  no  wheat  production  of  any  conse- 
quence. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — ^What  does  the 
mill  crush  then?  Sand? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  people 
there  do  not  grow  enough  wheat  to  eat. 

Mr.  AiT.sTiN  Chapman. — That  is  absurd. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  not;  they 
import  a  large  proportion  of  their  flour,  and 
they  do  not  export  to  any  extent.  Indeed, 
I  do  not  know  that  they  export  flour  at  all. 
Close  to  Romhala  there  are,  no  doubt, 
patches  of  black  soil  country,  where  almost 
anything  will  j;row.  But  they  are  not  ex- 
tensive ;  and,  taking  the  tableland  as  a 
whole,  it  is  a  very  poor  place  for  agricul- 
tural settlement.  Coming  to  Dalgety,  I 
admit  that  I  have  not  seen  the  proposed 
site.  It  may  be  that  some  of  the  land  in 
the  neighlKJurliood  is  better  than  I  have 
understoo<I.  But  I  have  never  known 
granite  country  in  New  South  Wales 
to  be  first  class.  It  is  not  good 
for  stork.  I  will  direct  the  attention 
of  the  Victorian  represent^ttv^^^^^ne  of 
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the  country  on  the  Ballarat  or  the  Bendigo 
line — I  forget  which.     I  went  to  look  at 

it  some  time  ago.  It  is  granite  country.  I 
found  that  the  stock  and  the  sheep  were  un- 
healthy, and  it  was  not  heavy  carrying. 
Granite  country,  as  a  rule,  is  poor.  Dal- 
gety  may  be  a  pretty  site,  and  it  is  possible 
to  get  a  good  water  supply  from  the  Snowy 
River,  which,  of  course,  is  fed  by  the  snows 
of  Mt.  Kosciusko. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — The  honorable 
member  admits  that  it  is  possible? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  possible, 
but  I  believe,  although  I  have  not  seen  it, 
that  it  would  be  necessary  to  go  for  a  con- 
siderable distance  up  the  river  to  get  a  suffi-  ■ 
cient  fall  for  a  gravitation  scheme.  I  op- 
pose a  site  on  the  coldest  table-land,  when  , 
there  is  no  necessity  to  go  there.  To  con- 
nect the  table-land  with  Cooma  and  to  con- 
tinue the  railway  through  Bombala  to  Mel- 
bourne, would  be  a  gigantic  undertaking, 
involving  a  huge  expense.  On  the  last  oc- 
casion on  which  this  question  was  discussed 
I  produced  the  surveys,  from  the  Survey 
Office  of  Victoria,  of  two  proposed  lines 
from  Bairnsdale  to  Bombala.  They  are 
called  four  sun'eys,  but  in  reality  there  are 
only  two,  with  deviations.  The  grades  of  the  ! 
first  survey  which  was  made  were  one  in 
thirty.  I  believe  that  in  New  South  Wales 
there  is  only  one  grade  of  that  kind,  and  an 
effort  is  being  made  to  get  rid  of  it — ^it  has 
always  been  a  bugbear  to  the  Southern 
Railway.  On  the  Western  Railway  there 
was  a  grade  of  one  in  thirty,  but  the  Rail- 
way Commissioners  made  a  tunnel,  at  great 
expense,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  Penrith 
liigzag.  It  was  found  from  the  surveys 
above  referred  to  that  the  curves  were 
from  5  to  8  inches  radius,  and  every  one 
knows  that  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  run 
a  f.ist  train  on  a  line  with  such  curves 
and  grades.  When  I  looked  at  the 
second  survey  I  thought  that  an  im- 
provement had  been  made,  but  I  found 
that  it  had  grades  of  one  in  forty  with 
better  curves.  It  did  not  go,  however,  to 
Bombala,  but  to  a  place  called  Bondi, 
which  is  i,ooo  feet  below  Bombala. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  did  not'  climb  the 
mountain  at  all. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.— No.  It  \vould 
be  necessary  to  go  from  Bondi  to  Bombala, 
in  about  twenty-four  miles  I  think,  and  rise 
to  a  height  of  i.ooo  feel. 

Sir  JoHX  FoRKEST. — ^There  is  a  Bondi 
*"  -s. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  know  that. 
If  the  right  honorable  gentleman  will  look 
at  the  surveys,  he  will  find  that  what  I 
have  stated  is  quite  correct.  I  am  not 
quite  sure  that,  in  order  to  reach  that  height 
in  the  distance,  it  would  not  be  necessary 
to  adopt  a  zigzag,  as  had  to  be  done  in 
New  South  Wales.  But  the  expense 
would  be  enormous.  I  venture  to  think 
that  before  the  railway  connexion  to  Bairns- 
dale, Cooma,  and  Eden  was  completed,  and 
a  harbor  made  at  Twofold  Bay  suit- 
able for  any  large  quantity  of  Shipping, 
it  would  cost  at.  the  very  least  ;^6,ooo,ooo. 
That  is  a  very  great  stumbling  block,  even 
if  the  other  objections  I  have  named  did 
not  exist. 

Mr.  King  O'Mallev. — Could  we  not 
have  a  chute  down  to  Twofold  Bay  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  wheat 
which  is  grown  there  could  be  put  in  a 
chute  at  the  top  of  the  mountain  and  shot 
down  to  Eden.  That  is  about  the  only 
way  in  which  it  could  be  got  down 
with  ease  and  comfort.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  Dalgety  is  a  better  place  than  Bcxnbala 
for  the  reason  that  the  water  supply  is 
better — probably  it  is  good — and  it  is  so 
much  closer  to  the  mountain  that  I  believe 
that  the  excessively  cold  winds  which  strike 
on  the  table-land  of  Bombala  would,  to  a 
large  extent,  blow  over  Dalgety,  and  lose 
their  extreme  cold  and  bitterness. 

Mr.  Kino  O'Malley. — But  the  land  at 
Dalgety  is  very  poor. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.—It  is  poor 
everywhere,  except  in  patches. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — But  the  honorable 
member  has  not  been  there. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.— I  have  never 
known  any  granite  country  which  was  much 
good. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  is  not  all  granite 
country. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  not  say- 
ing much  about  Dalget)  ,  because  I  have  not 
been  there,  and  I  only  know  of  it  from  hear- 
say. If  there  was  a  place  other  than  those 
I  have  been  strongly  in  favour  of  that  I 
should  have  been  inclined  to  vote  for,  had 
it  been  amongst  those  submitted,  it  would 
have  been  Lake  George.  I  believe  that  it 
is  next  best  to  Tumut,  and  that  for  two  rea- 
sons it  would  give  greater  satisfaction  than 
almost  any  other  site  which  has  been  sug- 
gested. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  second  to 
Lyndhurst.  ^  ■ 

Digftjzed  by  ^OOg  IC 


Seat  of  [2  August,  1904.]  Government  Bill.  3789 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Lyndhurst  is 
absolutely  the  worst  site  of  all,  as  I  shall 
point  out  presently.  The  reason  why  Lake 
George,  to  my  mind,  would  be  a  good  site, 
is  that  the  land  is  fairly  good  for  agricul- 
lure,  and  there  is  the  possibility  of  making 
almost  an  inland  sea.  At  a  very  small  ex- 
pense, I  believe,  the  waters  of  the  Murrum- 
bidgee  River  could  be  turned  into  it,  and  a 
dam  could  be  erected  at  the  lower  end,  thus 
making  an  inland  sea. 

Mr.  King  0'Max.ley. — How  is  the  cli- 
mate there? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— At  times  it  is 
hot  in  the  summer ;  but  the  climate  is  good. 
It  also  has  this  advantage,  that  by  construct- 
ing a  railway  of  about  seventy  miles,  we 
rauld  tap  Jervis  Bay,  which,  as  a  harbor, 
is,  I  believe,  second  only  to  Port  Jack- 
son. Lyndhurst  is,  I  repeat,  the  worst 
site  of  ail.  There  is  nothing  to  recom- 
mend it  to  honorable  members.  The 
land  is  not  very  good.  There  are  spots 
of  basalt  land,  which  are  reasonably  good, 
but,  taken  as  a  whole,  the  land  is  not  good. 
And,  despite  what  was  said  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Macquarie  the  other  night, 
there  is  a  grave  difficulty  about  getting  any- 
thing like  a  reasonably  cheap  or  substan- 
tial water  supply.  That,  in  my  opinion, 
is  a  first  essential.  I  3o  not  take  the  view, 
as  some  honorable  members  do,  that  we 
should  not  go  west  because  it  would  be 
near  Sydney,  or  because  the  trade  would 
go  through  Sydney.  I  believe  that  if  this 
House  had  the  opportunity,  and  the  100- 
miles  limit  did  not  exist,  Sydney  would  be 
selected,  even  now.  Therefore,  I  do  not 
think  that  there  is  much  argument  in  the 
fact  that  the  western  district  is  close  to  Syd- 
ney. But  the  Lyndhurst  site  is  not  good. 
If  a  site  is  to  be  selected  in  the  west,  let  it 
le  about  Orange  or  Bathurst,  or  perhaps 
between  Orange  and  Wellington,  where  good  : 
land  and  a  better  water  supply  could  be  got 
than  at  Lyndhurst.  But  of  all  the  places 
in  the  west— and  I  know  the  west  as  well 
as  most  honorable  members  do— Lynd- 
hurst is  the  worst  site,  and  it  would  not 
have  been  heard  of  but  for  the  efforts  of 
my  friend,  Mr.  Biddulph,  who,  to  his  credit 
be  it  said,  in  the  interests  of  the  district, 
has  fought  very  long  and  very  hard  to  try 
to  pro\^,  not  that  water  will  run  uphill, 
but  that  water  exists  where  it  does  not. 
The  credit  is  due  to  him  for  having  brought 
this  spot  so  prominently  forward,  and  kept 
it  in  evidence  so  long.  But  if  honorable 
members  are  determined  to  go  west,  cer- 
tainly let  them  go  to  Orange,  or  between 


Orange  and  Wellington,  where  they  could 
find  a  site  which  would  be  worthy  of  the 
location  of  the  Federal  Capital. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber said  that  Lyndhurst  was  the  best  site 
of  all. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  beg  the  hon- 
orable member's  pardon,  I  did  not. 

Mr.  Crouch. — The  honorable  member 
said  in  the  Sydney  Daily  Telegraph  that 
he  would  rather  have  Lyndhurst  than  any 
other  site  in  New  South  Wales. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  think 
the  Daily  Telegraph  stated  that ;  but  if  it 
did,  it  only  keeps  up  its  reputatiixi  of 
scarcely  ever  telling  the  truth  about  me. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber would  not  have  been  Premier  of  New 
South  Wales  if  it  had  not  been  for  that 
newspaper. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— I  have  re- 
peatedly said  that  at  Orange  a  suitable 
site  could  be  found. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber said  in  this  House  that  the  western 
site  was  the  best. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  is  not 
Lyndhurst.  I  am  repeating  what  I  have 
said  before. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Let  it  pass. 
The  honorable  member  has  had  fifteen  sites 
suggested  in  his  own  district. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— And  each  one 
of  them  is  a  better  site  than  BcHnbala.  I 
do  not  know  what  is  likely  to  happen  in 
regard  to  the  western  site,  but  if  that 
area  be  selected,  I  should  do  mv  level  best 
to  prevent  the  Federal  Capital  being 
located  at  Lyndhurst  I  should  like  to  see 
some  other  spot  chosen. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Will  the  honorable 
member  support  the  selection  of  Orange? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  the  western 
area  were  selected,  I  should  support  Orange 
a  long  way  before  Lyndhurst. 

Mr.  Fuller. — Is  the  honorable  member 
going  to  vote  for  Tooma? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  will  know  whai  I  sit  down.  I 
wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  indorsement  of 
what  has  been  said  regarding  the  railway 
connexion.  I  desire  to  be  fair,  and  trust 
that,  on  an  important  question  of  this  kind, 
honorable  members  will  at  least  give  me  the 
credit — though  I  have  beautiful  sites  in  mv 
own  electorate — of  TOting  for  the  site  I 
conceive  to  be  the  best,  irrespective  of  whose 
electorate  it  is  in.  If  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition and  those  who  are  supporting  a , 
western  site  had  not  opposed^ny  project  to 
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extend  the  railway  from  Cobar  to  Wilcannia, 
and  thence  to  Broken  Hill,  and  from  Wel- 
lington to  Werris  Creek,  those  lines  would 
have  been  in  existence  to-day. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — No. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— They  must 
come. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  honorable  mem- 
ber knows  better  than  that. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  think  I  know 
as  much  about  the  policy  of  railway  con- 
struction for  New  South  Wales  as  the  hon- 
orable member  does. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— I  think  I  know  more 
about  that  particular  railway  than  the  hon- 
orable member  does. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Of  course  the 
honorable  member  knows  everything,  and  he 
does  not  credit  any  one  else  with  knowing 
anything.  I  brought  the  project  twice  be- 
fore the  Public  Works  Committee,  and  tried 
to  get  it  sanctioned  by  the  State  Parlia- 
ment. Had  it  not  been  for  the  opposition 
I  received  from  honorable  members  who  sat 
on  the  left  hand  of  the  Speaker,  and  who 
are  now  saying  so  much  in  favour  of  a  west- 
ern district  site,  those  railways  would  have 
been  constructed  as  I  desired,  and  there 
would  have  been  very  little  doubt  now  as 
to  the  minds  of  the  majority  of  honorable 
members. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable 
member  never  wished  to  a>nstruct  it,  or 
else  it  would  have  been  done. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  forgets,  I  suppose,  that  when  the 
river  was  "  up,"  1  took  the  responsibility  of 
ordering  sleepers  and  rails  to  Wilcannia, 
with  a  view  to  commence  the  construction 
of  a  railway  from  Cobar  to  Wilcannia,  and 
a  railway  from  Wilcannia  to  Broken  Hill 
simultaneously.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  honorable  member  was  one  of  those  who 
opposed  me,  but  the  Opposition  at  that 
time  fought  me  to  that  extent  that  I  could 
not  carry  out  my  plans. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber think  that  these  railways  will  be  built? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  is  younger  than  I  am ;  but  I  think 
I  shall  live  to  see  them  built.  I  suggested 
— and  a  plan  of  the  route  is  now  lying  in 
my  private  safe  in  Sydney — that  this  rail- 
way, if  constructed,  would  be  a  connecting 
link  with  Albany. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Is  not  that  a  very  strong 
argument  in  favour  of  Lyndhurst  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Only  on  the 
strength  of  communication.  I  am  pointing 
out  that  those  honorable  members  who  are 


I  now  so  anxious  to  prove  that  this  railway 
I  construction  would  do  good  to  Lyndhurst 
I  opposed  my  proposal,  and  practically  pre- 
vented me  from  carrying  it  out. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^They  did  not  . 
I     Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE,— The  honorable 
I  member  may  be  of  that  opinion,  but  the 
I  records  show  otherwise. 
I    Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — On  what  date  was 
'  that  ? 

I  Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  was  done  on 
three  occasicms  —  once  when  I  ordered 

I  sleepers  and  rails  to  Wilcannia,  and  twice 
when  I  brought  the  matter  before  Parlia- 
ment, a  proposal  to  build  a  line  from 
Werris  Creek  to  the  western  line,  and  a 
line  from  Cobar  to  Broken  Hill,  via  Wil- 
cannia. I  do  not  think  it  can  be  proved 
that  a  good  water  supply  could  be  obtained 
for  a  large  population  at  Lyndhurst  with- 
out incurring  a  great  expense  and 
risk.  If  an  eastern  site  be  preferred  by 
honorable  members,  do  not  go  to  Lvnd- 
hurst,  but  go  to  some  other  place. 
Now,  let  me  deal  with  the  last  site  to  which 
reference  has  been  made,  the  Welaregang 
site.  I  have  given  my  reasons  why  that 
site  was  not  brought  forward  when  the 
honorable  member  for  Grampians  desired 
that  it  should  be,  and  it  is  useless 
to  repeat  them ;  but  of  all  the  sites 
there  is  none  to  compare  with  it,  either 
for  picturesqueness,  extent  of  good  soil, 
facilities  for  building,  or  water  supply.  Be- 
fore dealing  with  it,  I  wish  to  say  in  re- 
gard Xo  the  Tumut  site  that  if  there  were 
any  chance  of  it  being  selected — and  I  still 
have  the  lingering  hope  that  it  may  be 
chosen  before  the  matter  is  finally  set- 
tled  

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — Now  the  cat  is  out 
of  the  bag  1 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  The  vacant 
laughter  of  honorable  members  does  not  i 
prove  anything.  Despite  what  has  been  j 
said  to  the  contrary,  the  water  supply  avail-  ' 
able  at  Tumut  comes  next  after  that  avail-  i 
able  at  the  Upper  Murray  site.  The  river  | 
there  is  snow  fed,  and  it  was  proved  by  the  ' 
Commissioners  that  the  largest,  purest,  and  | 
cheapest  water  supply  available  at  any  of  j 

I  the  sites  investigated  is  that  at  the  Tumut 

'  site. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  cannot  be  the 
largest  supp!y  available.     It  cannot  be  so 

large  as  the  supply  available  at  Dalgety. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  will  'not 
speak  authoritatively ;  but  mv  opinion  is 
that  the  Commissioners  reported  that  it  is 
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the  largest,  the  purest^  and  the  most  con- 
tinuous supply  obtainable.  Only  a  short 
time  has  been  available  for  the  examination 
of  the  Upper  Murray  site ;  but  I  appeal  to 
those  who  have  seen  it,  a  few  of  whom  may 
intend,  for  various  reasons,  to  vote  for  other 
sites,  to  say  whether  it  does  not  stand  out 
prominently  as  that  which  should  be  chosen. 
I  do  not  say  that  it  is  a  site  which  is 
favoured  by  the  people  of  Sydney ; 
but  it  is  favoured  by  a  large  section  of 
those  who  live  in  the  southern  and  south- 
western districts,  and  possibly,  in  the 
western  district  of  New  South  Wales.  A 
great  many  of  the  people  of  Sydney  are 
opposed  to  the  selection  of  the  Upper  Mur- 
ray site,  not  because  it  is  not  a  beautiful 
spot,  unequalled  for  its  sranery,  and  the 
extent  of  its  good  land,  but  because  it  is 
too  near  to  Melbourne.  If  there  were  a 
similar  site  at  iCootamundra,  at  Yass,  or 
in  some  other  part  of  that  district,  it  would 
be  chosen  by  them  at  once ;  there  would  not 
be  two  opinions  held  in  regard  to  it.  I 
think  htmorable  members  who  have  visited 
it  are  unanimous  in  stating  that  it  is  the 
finest  site  that  has  yet  been  seen.  We  are 
considering  the  selection  of  a  site  for  the 
Seat  of  Government  for  all  time.  The 
growth  of  the  iFederal  .Capital  will  not  be 
\'ery  much  within  our  lives-  But  if  we 
are  to  choose  a  site  which  100  years  hence 
will  reflect  credit  upon  us,  we  must  ignore 
local  jealousies,  which  will  have  died  out 
long  before  that  time  comes.  I  am  afraid, 
however,  that  a  number  of  honorable  mem- 
bers, in  dealing  with  this  question,  are  in- 
fluenced by  the  local  jealousies,  instead  of 
looking  to  the  future. 

Mr.  Fuller. — The  honorable  member  is 
the  strongest  evidence  of  the  truth  of  his 
statement. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  ad- 
mit that  I  am.  Mr.'  Surveyor  .Chester- 
man,  who  has  known  this  district  perhaps 
longer  than  any  other  sur\eyor  in  New 
South  Wales,  is  an  exceptionally  cautious 
man.  He  resided  in  the  Upper  Murray 
district  for  four  or  five  years,  and  in  his 
report  refers  to  the  beauty  of  the  place, 
and  to  its  excellent  water  supply.  He  says 
that  about  twelve  miles  from  the  site,  and 
at  a  height  of  between  2,000  and  3,000 
feet,  water  could  be  turned  on  to  the  Fede- 
ral city  from  the  Tooma  River  with- 
out the  need  for  conservation  works, 
until  a  supply  for  perhaps  over  100,000 
people  was  required.  But,  besides  the  Tooma 
^ver,  which  is  snow-fed  from  one  side  of 
Mount  Kosciuslro,  there  are  other  streams  I 


from  which  water  could  be  obtained.  One 
of  these  is  the  Pound  Creek,  whose  waters 
command  the  site  by  an  elevation  of  nearly 
2,500  feet,  and  the  Mannus  Creek,  which  is 
always  running.  The  only  creek  where 
water  could  not  be  used  for  a  town  supply, 
though  there  is  plenty  of  it,  is  the  Tumbe- 
rumba  Creek.  I  have  been  told  that  the 
honorable  member  for  North  Sydney  is  in 
possession  of  a  letter  in  which  it  is  stated 
that  there  is  no  pure  water  in  the  Upper 
Murray,  because  the  dredging  operations 
in  the  higher  parts  of  the  river  have  cov- 
ered the  fiats  with  debris,  and  destroyed 
the  purity  of  the  stream. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  quoted  a  report, 
not  a  letter. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  been 
told  that  there  is  in  existence  a  letter  con- 
taining the  statement  to  which  I  refer.  If 
there  be  such  a  letter,  let  it  be  produced. 
The  waters  of  the  Tumberumba  Creek  are 
thick  with  sludge,  but  that  is  the  only  water- 
course there  which  has  been  polluted  by 
mining  operations.  The  Tumbertmiba 
Creek  joins  the  Tooma  River  about  eight 
or  ten  miles  below  the  offtake  of  the  water- 
supply,  and  below  the  watershed  of  that 
river  and  the  creeks  which  flow  into 
it.  The  statement  only  shows  the 
length  to  which  persons  will  go  to  detract 
from  the  strong  points  of  a  site  to  whose 
selection  they  are  opposed.  There  is  no 
purer  water  in  Australia  than  the  water 
of  these  creeks.  Except  for  a  few  months 
in  Autumn,  when  the  snow  does  not  lie,  and 
they  are  supplied  with  rain  water,  they  are 
snow-fed.  I  do  not  think  it  redounds 
to  the  credit  of  certain  honorable  members 
that  they  tried  to  prevent  further  informa- 
tion being  obtained  in  regard  to  this  site. 
The  House  should  be  given  all  the  informa- 
tion that  can  be  procured.  The  delay 
of  a  month,  or  of  six  months,  or  oT  a 
year,  or  of  several  years  is  of  no  conse- 
quence while  information  is  lacking  in  re- 
gard to  such  an  important  question  as  this. 
I  have  in  my  possession  a  telegram  which 
arrived  to-day  from  the  surveyor  who  has 
been  sent  to  examine  the  site.  I  wished 
to  ascertain  the  height  of  the  spot  where 
the  two  main  heads  of  the  Murray  junc- 
tion, and  the  surveyor  telegraphs — 

Approximate  height  Swampy  Plain  River, 
where  river  enten  gorge  1,340  feet.  Present  dis- 
charge here  approximately  440  cubic  feet  per 
second. 

That  is  about  26,000  cubic  feet  per  minute. 
The  river  is  in  its  normal  condition. 
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Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — What  is  the 
height  of  the  take-off? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  spot  re- 
ferred to  is  not  the  position  of  the  take- 
off, but  a  place  about  the  Murray  Gates, 
where  there  is  a  junction  of  two  streams. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — What  is  the 
height  of  the  proposed  site? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  ranges  from 
1,000  to  1, 600  feet. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Is  it  1,600  feet  high  at  a 
distance  of  fourteen  miles  from  the  river  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  1,600  feet 
three  or  four  miles  iiom  the  river.  It  is 
much  higher  at  the  spot  referred  to  by  the 
honorable  member.  There  are  parts  withi:i 
the  site  itself  which  have  an  elevation  of  as 
much  as  1,600  feet. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Then,  it  is  really  on  the 
top  of  a  mountain  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No;  it  is  at 
the  bottom  of  the  mountain.  From  the 
Murray  the  land  rises  between  300  and  400 
feet  in  about  two  miles.  From  that  point 
onward  one  traverses  an  imdulating  table- 
land. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Is  Mr.  Sur- 
veyor Chesterman  correct  in  saying  that 
the  proposed  site  is  three  miles  from  the 
river  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  commences 
between  two  and  three  miles  from  the 
river.  Welaregang  homestead  is  about  two 
miles  from  the  river.  It  is  about  two  miles 
in  a  direct  line  fron  Tintaldra  township 
to  Welaregang,  and  there  is  a  rise  of  be- 
tween 200  and  300  feet  in  that  distance. 
Then  one  comes  to  an  undulating  plateau, 
se\'en  or  eight  miles  in  extent  from  its  com- 
mencement to  the  further  side  where  the 
hills  rise  higher,  and  seven  or  eif^ht  miles 
across. 

Mr.  Skene. — About  forty-nine  square 
miles  altogether. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That    is  the 

area  available  for  city  building  sites.  The 
telegram  from  which  I  am  quoting  con- 
tinues— . 

Kxact  g.iuging  impossible  without  proper  ap- 

Eliances.  Approximate  height  at  junction  of 
wampy  Plain  and  Indi  rivers,  near  Bringenbrong 
ford,  IS  g.10  feet.  Between  here  and  Murray  Gates 
most  of  fall  is  at  upper  end. 

Mr.  Skene. — What  does  that  mean? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Proceeding  to- 
wards the  Murray  Cites  the  country  is 
pretty  level  for  about  half  the  distance, 
and  then  begins  to  rise  rapidly ;  but  the 
average  rise  from  the  ford  to  the  Murray 
Cites  is  about  thirty  feet  per  mile.  In 
that  short  distance  there  is  a  rise  to  1,340 


feet,  and  I  think  that  another  four  or  five 
miles  gives  a  rise  to  between  1,700  and 
i,Soo  feet.  That  is  a  sufficient  height  to 
enable  the  whole  of  the  Murray  waters  to 
be  diverted  to  any  portion  of  the  Capital 
Site.  Moreover,  the  stream  is  pure  and 
fresh,  unpolluted  by  sludge.  It  is  neces. 
sarily  of  immense  volume,  being  the  head 
water  of  the  greatest  river  in  Australia. 
If  those  who  are  disposed  to  be  sceptical 
will  peruse  the  report  of  the  New  South 
Wales  Water  Commission  of  1883  or  1884, 
they  will  find  that  a  scheme  is  there  pro- 
pounded for  impounding  the  waters  of  the 
Kfurray  somewhere  about  this  point,  and  for 
carrying  them  by  means  of  canals  down  to 
Urana,  Jerilderie,  and  Yanko  Creeks, 
and  other  places.  -If  it  be  possible 
to  do  that,  how  much  easier  would  it  be  to 
divert,  not  only  from  the  Tooma  River,  but 
also  from  the  Murray,  a  sufficient  quantitv 
of  water  to  irrigate  land  and  sup- 
ply an  immense  city,  without  spend- 
ing a  single  shilling,  except  for 
pipes  ?  I  trust  that  these  facts  will 
convince  honorable  members  that  an 
ample  supply  of  water  is  obtainable  upon 
the  Upper  Murray.  I  do  not  know  that 
there  is  any  necessity  for  me  to  say  much 
more,  except  in  regard  to  railway  commtmi- 
cation.  As  far  as  Tumut  is  concerned,  that  | 
town  already  possesses  railway  comrouni-  | 
cation,  via  Cootamundra,  and  I  claim 
that  a  line  could  easily  be  constructed  from  ; 
the  Gadara  Gap,  about  ten  miles  from 
Tumut,  via  the  Gilmore  and  another  creek, 
and  the  Batlow  Gap  to  Welaregang,  at  a 
very  reascmable  cost. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — ^There  is  a  rise 
of  1,000  feet  between  Tumut  and  Batlow. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— But  Tumut  is 
a  long  way  below  the  top  of  the  Gadara 
Gap,  to  which  the  railway  now  extends. 
No  difficulty  would  be  experienced  in  con- 
structing a  railway  from  the  top  of  that 
gap  to  the  head  of  the  Gilmore  Creek  on 
the  saddle  between  Tumberumba  Creek 
and  the  head  waters  of  the  Murrimibidgee. 
There  would  be  no  trouble  encountered  in 
constructing  such  a  line,  except  over  about 
four  miles  of  country  along  the  Mannus 
Creek,  where  a  deviation  would  be  rendered 
necessary.  Mr.  Chesterman,  who  spent 
some  time  in  examining  this  coimtry.  de-  , 
Clares  that  it  would  be  possible  to  build 
such  a  railway  without  incurring  any  ex-  i 
traordinary  outlay. 

Mr.  CoNROY.  —  Does  the  honorable 
member  say  that  it  could  be  constructed 
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without  involving  any  extraordinary  expen- 
diture ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes.  It  could 
be  built  at  a  cost  of  from  ^£^,000  to 
^5,000  per  mile. 

Mr.  CoNROY. — In  my  opinitxi  such  a 
work  would  cost  from  ;£io,ooo  to  ;£i2,ooo 
per  mile. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  think 
that  the  honorable  and  learned  member  has 
examined  the  country. 

Mr.  CoNROY. — It  is  quite  true  that  there 
may  be  a  gap  of  the  existence  of  which  1 
have  no  knoifledge. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— There  is  such 
a  gap.  Mr.  Chestennan  has  carefully  ex- 
amined the  route,  and,  except  over  some 
four  miles  of  country  in  the  vicinity  of 
Mannus  Creek,  he  estimates  that  a  rail- 
way could  easily  be  constructed  with  easy 
grades  and  good  curves.  He  does  not  com- 
mit himself  to  the  exact  cost  of  such  an 
undertaking,  but  in  his  report  he  declares 
that  the  country  is  of  a  character  that 
w=ll  permit  of  a  railway  being  constructed. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — He  throws 
so-nne  doubt  upon  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— From  Gadara 
he  describes  how  to  get  to  the  Bat- 
low  Gap,  and  f  rom  there  to  the 
Tumberumba  Creek.  The  top  of  the 
Batlow  Gap  is  from  2,000  feet  to 
3.000  feet  above  sea  level.  Along  the 
mountains,  between  Tumut  and  Adelong. 
there  is  only  one  difficult  place,  at  which  a 
tunnel   would  require  to  be  made  

Mr.  CoNROY. — I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  gap  under  3,000  feet  high. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.—Oh,  yes.  The 
Batlow  Gap  is  only  a  few  feet  higher  than 
the  site  of  that  name.  Then  a  survey  has 
been  made  of  a  railway  from  Tallangatta 
to  Tintaldra.  I  admit  that  such  an  un- 
dertaking would  be  expensive.  It  would 
cost  about  1^9,000  per  mile.  Another  sur- 
vey has  been  made  from  Huon's  Lane 
right  up  to  the  Victorian  side  of  the  Upper 
Murray  site.  Tlie  cost  of  constructing  that 
line  was  estimated  at  ^£8,500  per  mile, 
but  the  engineers  responsible  for  its  survey 
affirm  that  at  the  time  they  framed  their 
estimate,  the  price  of  material  was  ex- 
tremely high,  and  that  the  work  could  now 
be  carried  out  for  very  much  less. 

Mr.  DcGALD  Thomson. — For  25  per 
cent.  less. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — Did  the  honorable 
member  tell  his  colleagues  of  this  beautiful 
site? 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— In  detail,  I  do 
not  suppose  that  I  did,  but  I  stated  my 
opinion  in  this  House. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — The  honorable 
member  for  Eden-Monaro  seems  to  have 
been  quite  ignorant  of  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  for  Eden-Monaro  is  so  enthusiastic 
in  his  advocacy  of  the  claims  of  a  particular 
site  that  it  is  useless  to  talk  to  him  about  • 
the  qualifications  of  any  other.  The  most 
magnificent  site  in  the  world  would  not  be 
equal  to  that  of  Bombala  in  his  judgment. 
I  repeat  that  Tooma  possesses  every  essen- 
tial to  a  Ca[}ital  Site.  It  is  not  out  of  the 
world.  I  join  issue  with  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  when  he  declares  that  we  do  not 
want  a  beautiful  site  for  a  Federal  Capital, 
and  that  we  should  go  to  the  bed-rock  of 
commerce.  He  affirmed  that  it  did  not  mat- 
ter whether  a  site  was  ugly  or  not. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — He  never  said  any- 
thing of  the  sort 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  de- 
scribed from  memory  as  well  as  I  can  the 
methods  by  which  this  country  could  be 
opened  up.  I  also  think  that  if  the  Vic- 
torian Premier  were  alive  to  the  situation 
he  would  obtain  a  survey  of  a  railway  from 
Beechworth  to  the  Upper  Murray.  No 
doubt  it  would  be  a  troublesome  line  to 
construct,  but  it  would  constitute  the  most 
direct  route  from  Melbourne.  In  additi<xi 
to  that,  the  present  railway  from  Culcairn 
to  Germanton  was  intended  to  be  the  base 
of  a  line  which  was  designed  to  run  right 
into  this  particular  site.  The  country  has 
been  examined  and  reported  upon,  and  a 
flying  survey  has  been  made  of  a  line  to 
the  top  of  the  Yarra  Gap,  which  is  the 
highest  point  to  be  crossed  in  getting  to 
the  Upper  Murray  site.  That  line  was  de- 
signed and  the  base  of  it  constructed  be- 
fore there  was  any  prospect  of  Tooma  being 
chosen  as  the  Federal  Capital  Site.  Why 
was  a  portion  of  it  constructed  ?  For  the 
purpose  of  developing  a  country  which  had 
been  too  long  reserved  for  fattening  cattle 
and  carrying  sheep,  because  the  settlers 
could  not  get  their  produce  to  market  for 
lack  of  railway  oxnmunication.  In  that 
country  100  acres  would  make  an  admirable 
farm  for  any  family.  If  it  were  irrigated 
— especially  the  flats  and  the  higher  lands 
— as  they  easily  could  be,  fifty  acres  would 
prove  a  fortune  to  anv  family.  The  inten- 
tion is  to  carry  a  line  of  railway  over  the 
Yarra  Gap.  down  the  Jingellic  Creek  to  the 
river,  and  then  across  the  Victorian  borderf 
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whence  it  could  be  constructed  on  the  Vic- 
torian side  over  flat  country,  to  right  oppo- 
site the  Welaregang  site. 

Mr.  CoNROY. — 1  thought  that  it  would 
run  up  to  Turaberuraba? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— No.  There  is 
another  matter  to  which  I  must  refer  before 
concluding  my  remarks.  It  has  reference 
to  my  late  colleague,  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan.  My  experience  has 
*  been  that  no  ^linister  failed  to  listen 
to  any  representations  that  were  made  to 
him  by  a  colleague.  When  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan  visited  Bombala, 
Dalgety,  Tumut,  and  Tumberumba,  I  wired 
to  him  

Sir  John  Forrest. — To  whom  did  the 
honorable  member  wire? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— I  wired  either 
to  the  right  honorable  member  or  to  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Ballarat, 
the  then  Prime  Minister.  At  any  rate, 
the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan  saw 
the  telegram,  which  urged  them  to  visit  the 
Welaregang  site  before  returning  to  Mel- 
bourne. I  was  even  denied  the  rourtesy  of 
being  informed  as  to  the  date  when  they 
would  be  in  the  Tumut  district,  my  electo- 
rate. It  was  only  from  outside  sources  that 
I  obtained  that  information.  I  pressed  them 
to  examine  this  particular  site,  but  for  some 
unaccountable  reason  they  did  not  visit  it. 
Had  thev  done  so,  I  feel  sure  that  they 
would  have  had  their  eyes  opened  like  the 
prorarbial  kittens. 

Mr.  Syi»jey  Smith. — Where  did  the  hon 
orable  member  send  the  telegram  7 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  sent  one  wire 
to  Tumut  and  another  to  Tumberumba.  I 
felt  very  much  annoyed  at  the  attitude 
which  was  assumed  towards  me  in  con- 
nexion with  this  matter. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — I  wonder  that  the 
honorable  member  did  not  resign. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No  doubt  the 
honorable  member  for  Macquarie.  with  his 
high-spirited  temperament,  would  have  re- 
signed upon  any  small  matter. 

Sir  John  Forrest.  —  The  hcmorable 
member  Hid  not  send  a  telegram  to  me. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  telegraphed 
to  the  then  Prime  Minister,  who  was  with 
the  right  honorable  member,  and  I  think 
also  to  the  right  honorable  member. 

Mr.  Pace. — Perhaps  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Eden-Monaro  obtained  possession 
of  the  telegrnm. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— That  interiec- 
tion  reminds  me  of  a  little  story  which  I 
must  tell  the  Committee.   A  number  of 


honorable  members  recently  accompanied 
me  on  a  visit  of  inspection  to  the  Upper 
Murray  site,  and  when  we  had  journeyed 
some  distance  1  was  told  that  one  of  the 
drivers  of  the  conveyances,  by  which  we 
were  travelling,  was  speaking  most  dis- 
paragingly of  the  Upper  Murray,  Tooma, 
and  other  sites  in  the  district.  When 
I  asked  the  man  what  he  knew  about 
the  district,  he  replied,  "  Well.  I  know  that 
it  is  not  a  very  good  place  in  which  to 
hump  your  swag,  or  to  He  under  a  wire 
fence  at  night."  To  this  I  rejoined,  "  But 
who  are  you?"  "Oh!"  he  replied.  "  I  am 
a  cousin  of  Mr.  Chapman's." 

Mr.  Carpenter.— That  is  true. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes;  the  hon- 
orable member  heard  the  remark.  When  I 
made  this  discovery  I  began  to  think  that 
there  was  some  deep-laid  scheme  to  en- 
deavour to  influence  members  of  the  party 
against  the  sites  in  the  Tumut  district. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith.- The  honorable 
member  for  Eden-Monaro  says  that  he  has 
no  cousin  in  that  district. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Then  he  had 
better  communicate  with  the  police,  because 
that  was  the  statement  made  by  this  man. 

Mr.  Carpenter.- And  he  said  that  he 
was  not  ashamed  of  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  is  so.  As 
an  instance  of  the  longevity  of  residents, 
I  would  inform  the  Committee  that  I  re- 
ceived this  evening  a  telegram  stating  that 
an  old  lady,  who  had  lived  in  the  district 
for  fifty  years,  died  yesterday  at  the  age  of 
I02,  and  that  her  husband  died  twelve  years 
ago  at  the  age  of  103.  If  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  Swan  wishes  to  see  a  site 
selected  in  which  we  shall  be  able  to  build 
up  a  race  of  fine,  stalwart  men — ^a  people 
who  will  practically  live  for  ever,  as  he 
no  doubt  would  like  to  do — this  is  the  dis- 
trict which  he  should  favour. 

Mr.  Hutchison.— Were  the  couple  re- 
ferred to  the  first  persons  to  be  buried  in 
the  district? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  know ; 
but  one  does  not  see  many  graves  in  that 
part  of  the  country.    I  saw  only  one.  The 
selection  of  Tumut  would  be  free  from  the  1 
objections  attaching  to  the  choosing  of  many- 
other  sites,  because  it  is  midway  between 
Melbourne  and  S\-dney.     I-  advocated  its  j 
selection  before,  and  do  so  now.     If  we  1 
are  to  make  such  a  selection  that  no  stin;?  j 
so  far  as  local  considerations  are  concerned  | 
will  attach  to  it,  too  much  cannot  be  said 
in  support  of  that  site.      But  if  honor 
able  members  object  to  yeie  for  ib  we  have 
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a  right  to  select  Welaregang,  which  is  fifty 
miles  nearer  the  centre  of  New  South 
Wales  than  is  either  Bombala  or  Dalgety. 
It  is  all  very  well  to  say  that  Dalgety  is 
only  twenty  miles  distant  from  a  raihvay> 
but  if  the  productiveness  of  the  soil  there 
were  as  great  as  has  been  described — if  the 
land  were  as  good  and  the  dimate  as  suit- 
able for  the  growth  of  various  crops  as  are 
the  soil  and  cliDoate  of  Tooma — its  develop- 
ment would  have  been  so  great  that  in- 
stead of  having,  as  at  present,  only  a  few 
farms,  it  would  be  literally  studded  with 
them. 

Mr.  C0N8OY. — How  is  it  that  the  Upper 
Murray  district-  is  not  studded  with 
farms? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  would  be  if 
it  were  within  twenty-five  miles  of  a  rail- 
way line,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  it  is 
sevoity-five  miles  from  one. 

Mr.  CoNsoY. — ^What  about  Bombala  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Cooma 
countrv  is  very  much  like  that  of  Bombala, 
and,  if  the  land  were  good,  it  would  be 
leased  or  sold  in  farm  lots ;  but  that  is  not 
the  case. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman.— We  have  towns 
in  the  Southern  Monaro  district,  but  there 
are  only  sleepy  hollows  in  the  district  which 
the  honorable  member  favours. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  the  honor- 
able member  had  been  with  us  on  the  occa- 
s\aa  of  our  recent  visit,  and  had  dared  to 
speak  of  Tooma  as  a  sleepy  hollow  after 
our  experience  on  the  first  night  of  our 
sojourn  in  the  district,  he  would  have  been 
ducked  in  the  river.  At  one  small  place 
we  saw  a  dozen  young  men,  not  one  of 
whom  was  over  twenty-four  or  twenty-five 
years  of  age. 

Mr.  McLean. — ^The  old  people  had  all 
died  off,  I  presume? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No;  as  I  have 
already  shown,  the  residents  of  the  district 
live  to  a  ripe  old  age ;  but  not  one  of  these 
young  men  was  under  six  feet,  and  they 
were  all  fin^  well  set  up,  stalwart  fellows. 

Mr.  McLean. — If  the  honorable  member 
goes  to  Bombala  he  will  find  that  the  resi- 
Hents  live  until  they  are  eighty  or  ninety 
\  ears  of  age. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  thought  that 
the  honorable  member  was  going  to  say  that 
I  would  find  that  they  were  eighty  or  ninety 
feet  high.  I  remember  meeting  a  young 
man  who  came  from  a  place  right  under 
Mount  Kosciusko,  who  was  6  feet  10  inches 
in  height.  I  do  not  wish  to  unduly  detain 
die  Committee,  and  should  not  have  spoken 


at  such  great  length  but  that  I  felt  that  I 
was  called  upon  to  make  a  full  statement 
of  the  claims  of  the  district  which  I  favour. 
I  am  disappointed  to  learn  that  some  hon- 
orable members  who  voted  last  session  for 
Tumut  are  now,  for  no  visible  reason, 
turning  against  their  first  love.  If  they 
refuse  to  vote  for  Tumut,  then  I  would 
point  out  that,  although  Welaregang  is  on 
the  Victorian  border,  the  fact  that  it  is  so 
atuated  will  be  forgotten  before  we  are  very 
much  older,  and  that  there  is  no  site  that 
can  in  any  degree  a»npare  with  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang).— It  is  greatly 
to  be  regretted  that  the  consideration 
of  so  important  a  matter  as  this  has 
proceeded  upon  personal,  rather  than 
upon  national,  grounds.  Three  honor- 
able members  have,  so  to  speak,  eligible 
sites  to  dispose  of  to  the  Committee,  and 
each  one  appears  to  have  made  it  a  prant 
to  voice  the  claims  of  the  particular  site 
which  he  favours  as  against  those  of  any 
other  district.  That  is  a  most  unfortunate 
position  for  such  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee as  may  perhaps  be  unacquainted  with 
the  country  in  which  the  several  sites  are 
situated.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
may  say  that,  in  dealing  with  this  question, 
I  am  absolutely  free  from  all  personal  or 
provincial  bias.  It  is  immaterial  to  me 
whether  the  site  selected  be  in  the  west, 
the  south,  or  the  south-eastern  district; 
with  me  the  main  consideration  is  that  we 
shall  select  the  best  site  within  the  area  to 
which  we  are  limited.  Unfortunately,  as 
I  have  already  }X)inted  out,  the  lOO-miles 
limit  provided  for  by  the  Constitution  has 
excluded  from  selection  what,  in  my  opinion, 
are  the  best  sites,  which  would  otherwise 
have  been  available  for  inspection,  and 
from  which  perhaps  a  selection  would  have 
been  made.  We  are,  therefore,  reduced  to 
the  necessity  of  selecting  one  of  the  less 
eligible  sites  which  are  offering  in  other 
parts  of  the  State,  and  under  these  oaadi- 
tions  it  seems  to  me  that  we  should  put 
aside  all  considerations  as  to  whether  a 
site  is  in  a  district  represented  by  one  hon- 
orable member  or  in  that  represented  by 
another.  We  should  deal  with  the  question 
from  a  broad  national  stand-point,  and  de- 
termine which  is  really  the  best  site  to  select 
in  the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth.  It 
is  in  that  spirit  that  I  have  approached  this 
question,  and  have  given  it  consideration. 
I  happen  to  know  the  various  localities  in 
whic^  the  sites  under  discussion  are  ntu- 
ated.  The  climatic  oondititms  the  Sou- 
thern Monaro  district  forp>  the  basis  of 
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om  of  my  objections  to  it.  I  have 
passed   over  that  part  of  the  country. 

I  have  on  several  occasions  made  a 
trip  from  Bega  to  Dalgety,  thence  to 
Bombala,  and,  via  Nimitybelle,  to  Cooma. 
On  one  memorable  occasion  in  mid- 
summer— when  a  great  heat  wave  passed 
over  Sydney,  and  the  temperature  recorded 
in  that  city  was  about  io6  degrees  in  the 
shade — I  was  almost  frozen  whilst  travel- 
ling by  coach  over  the  ranges  in  the 
Southern  ^kionaro  district. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  should  think  so. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Such  were  the  cli- 
matic conditions  that,  although  this  was 
about  Christmas  time — midsummer — I  and 
a  number  of  others  who  were  travelling  out- 
side the  coach,  were  so  frozen  after  travel- 
ling all  night  that  on  reaching  Nimitybelle 
at  6  a,m.  we  were  very  glad  to  avail  our- 
selves of  a  huge  log  fire  which  was  burning 
at  the  hotel  at  which  we  stayed,  and  to 
literally  thaw  while  breakfast  was  being 
prepared.  I  do  not  say  that  that  was  a 
normal  experience.  It  may  be  that  the  wea- 
ther was  exceptionally  cold  for  that  time 
of  the  year;  but  it  struck  me  that  as  it  was 
so  cold  in  midsummer,  I  should  not  par- 
ticularly care  to  pass  the  winter  there.  That 
the  cold  was  so  intense  there,  even  in  mid- 
summer, may  perhaps  be  a  recommendation 
to  those  who  favour  a  frigid  climate.  On 
another  occasion  I  spent  a  summer  in  the 
Tumut  district,  and  can  only  say  that  I 
never  desire  to  do  so  again.  For  the 
greater  part  of  the  time  the  temperature 
was  90  degrees,  even  after  sundown,  and 
it  was  difficult  to  obtain  anything  like  rest, 
either  by  night  or  by  day. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^Why  not  have  gone  to 
Batlow,  where  there  is  an  elevation  of  1,500 
feet? 

Mr.  JOHNSON. — I  have  been  to  Batlow 
as  well  as  to  Wetaregang;  I  am  familiar 
with  the  whole  of  that  part  of  the  country, 
and  I  know  that  Welaregang  is  more  open. 
Tumut  is  completely  surrounded  by  hills, 
and  there  in  the  summer  time  one  lives  in 
an  atmosphere  of  steam.  That  is  my  ob- 
jection to  the  Tumut  site.  If  Welaregang 
were  more  accessible,  I  should  be  strongly 
inclined  to  favour  it,  at  any  rate  from  an 
artistic  stand-point.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  it  boasts  of  a  fine  stretch  of  country 
and  a  magnificent  backing  for  a  Federal 
city.  I  am  not  so  confident,  however, 
about  the  abundance  of  its  water  supply 
as  some  honorable  members  seem  to  be.  It 
must  be  remenfibered,  of  course,  that  the 
reports  which  we  are  now  receiving  may 


not,  perhaps,  give  us  a  fair  indication  of 
what  the  water  supply  always  is  in  the 
several  districts.      Let  us,  for  instance, 
take  the  case  of  Lyndhurst.      We  have 
ample  evidence  from  the  Chief  Engineer 
of  Water  Conservation  in  New  South  Wales, 
Mr.  Wade,  that  the  Lyndhurst  district  pos- 
sesses a  splendid  water  supply,  and  yet  we 
have  the  statement  of  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan  that  when  he  visited  it 
the  creeks  were  dry.      He  inspected  the 
district,  however,  after  a  period  of  pro- 
longed drought,  and  I  do  not  know  what 
was  the  water  supply  in  the  Welaregang 
district  under  those  conditions.      It  was 
not  visited  by  honorable  members  imme- 
diately after  a  prolonged  season  of  drought, 
but  after  more  favorable  weather  conditions 
had  been  prevailing.     The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Eden-Monaro  referred  to  the  tem- 
perature of  Lyndhurst  as  having  been  on 
one  occasion  98  degrees  in  the  shade.  I 
understand  that  that  is  the  highest  reading 
on  record  there.  A  higher  reading  has  been 
recorded  in  Sydney.     There  the  tempera- 
ture frequently  rises  in  mid-summer  to  95 
and  98  degrees,  and  it  rose  on  the  memor- 
able occasion  to  which  I  have  just  referred 
to  106  degrees  in  the  shade.     There  is  an 
important  difference  between  the .  climatic 
conditions  existing  under  these  temperatures 
in  the  two  districts.     A  temperature  of  90 
degree's  in  the  shade  in  Sydney  would,  per- 
haps,   be    more    oppressive    on  account 
of   the   greater  amount  of  humidity  in 
the   atmoshpere   than   a   temperature  of 
95  or  even  98  degrees  at  Lyndhurst,  where 
the    atmosphere    is    very    much  drier. 
It  is  probable  that  Lyndhurst,  with  a  tem- 
perature of  98  degrees,  would  not  be  so 
enervating  as  Sydney,  with  a  temperature 
of  90  degrees  or  92  degrees.    The  honor- 
able member  for  Hume  has  several  times 
emphasized  his  preference  for  Orange  as 
a  western  site,  and  particularly  as  regards 
the  facilities  there  afforded  for  a  water 
supply.    I  have  to  confess  that  what  trou- 
bled me  most  on  visiting  Lyndhurst  was 
the  water  supply.      There  were  so  many 
conflicting  reports  upon  the  matter  that  I 
determined  to  write  to  a  person  whom 
I    knew    to   be    well    acquainted  with 
the  district,    and    who    happens   to  be 
ai  surveyor  and  civil  engineer.    I  asked 
him  to  give  me  his  private  opinion,  and  the 
fullest  information  he  could  supplv  on  the 
matter.    Owing  to  the  fiosition  which  he 
occupies  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  disclose  his 
name,  but  I  submit  his  opinion  to  honor- 
able members  for  what,  in4heir  ooinion,  it 
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may  be  worth.  This  gentleman  is  a  pro- 
fessional expert,  and  I  am  personally  con- 
fident that  I  can  trust  his  judgment  and  his 
impartiality.    He  says  in  bis  letter  to  me — 

If  all  the  gravitatitMi  supplies  around  Lynd- 
hurst  aie  considered,  water  for  150,000  persons 
will  be  available,  but  of  tbii  all  would  not  be 
used  for  actual  drinking  purposes  unless  filtered. 
1  refer  to  one  source,  the  Belubula  River.  I 
contend  that  this  river  could  be  dammed  back 
eleven  miles  with  a  no  feet  breast,  and  that 
A  lake  seven  miles  long  would  result  from  a  loo 
feet  breast.  This  couid  be  conducted  one  and 
a  half  miles,  and  let  drop  a  sheer  fall  of  400 
feet,  and  then  again,  after  creating  horse-power, 
conveyed  for  si:c  miles  into  the  proposed  artifi- 
cial lake  at  Mandurama.  The  same  thing  could 
be  done  with  regard  to  Coombing  Creek.  In 
Coombing  Creek  there  is  a  supply  for  40,000. 
In  the  Belubula  for  60,000  or  70,000.  But,  apart 
from  these,  a  supply  from  Brown's  Creek 
(granite  drift  country)  would  do  for  years  for 
diinking  purposes.  Then  there  arc  Cadi  a, 
Flyers,  FcUtimber,  Mandurama,  Ponds  Creeks, 
and  a  large  pumping  supply  can  be  had  from 
Hell's  Hole,  west  of  Carcoar,  on  the  Belubula — 
but  the  Abercrombie  and  Fish  Rivers  would,  of 
course,  give  an  additional  pumping  supply  of 
nnlimiled  quantities. 

That  report,  taken  in  conjunction  with  Mr. 
Wade's  report,  sets  at  rest  all  doubt  that 
there  was  in  my  mind  as  to  the  adequacy 
of  the  water  supply  to  be  cd)tained  at 
Lyndhurst.  With  regard  to  Orange,  which 
is  so  favoured  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume,  it  was  pointed  out  by  the  late  Mr. 
Alexander  Oliver  that  it  is  a  suitable  site, 
and  yet  it  has  a  considerably  greater  alti- 
tude than  Lyndhurst,  and  its  catchment  area 
is  not  one  twenty-fifth  of  that  of  the  Lynd- 
hurst site  for  gravitation  purposes.  If 
Orange  is  a  suitable  site,  then,  viewed  from 
the  stand-point  of  the  water  supply  alone, 
Lyndhurst  must  be  a  25  per  cent,  better 
site.  The  honorable  member  for  Hume 
has  expressed  doubts  as  to  building  material 
being  available  in  the  vicinity  of  Lynd- 
hurst ;  but  I  find  that  there  is  an  abundance 
of  building  material  available  in  the  district, 
whilst  at  Lithgow,  not  very  far  away,  iron 
can  be  had,  and  pottery  cement.  I  find  that 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lyndhurst,  if 
the  reports  of  experts  are  to  be  relied  on, 
there  is  to  be  found  slate,  freestone,  marble, 
granite,  trachite,  porphyry,  and  basalt. 
When  the  honorable  member  for  Hume  was 
a  Minister  in  New  South  Wales  he  received 
a  deputaticHi  from  marble  masons,  who 
asked  him  to  give  a  preference  to  the  local 
over  the  imported  marble,  in  order  to  en- 
courage the  working  of  local  deposits.  Spe- 
cial reference  was  made  to  the  marble  found 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lyndhurst,  and 
(be  honorable  gentleman  then  expressed  the 


opinion,  after  an  examination  of  this  mar- 
ble, that  it  was  in  every  way  equal,  if  noi 
superior,  to  the  marble  imported  from  Car- 
rara. Although'  the  honorable  gentleman 
has  here  expressed  a  doubt  as  to  whether 
there  is  any  stone  suitable  for  building  pur- 
poses in  the  Lyndhurst  district,  we  have  his 
own  words  to  prove  that  he  was  previously 
aware  of  the  fact  that  such  stone  did  exist 
in  the  district.  I  do  not  regard  Lyndhurst 
as  an  ideal  Capital  Site.  I  do  not  think  it 
is  an  ideal  site ;  but  it  is,  in  my  judgment, 
the  best  of  the  three  sites  available.  In  my 
opinion,  its  great  recommendation  is  its  ac- 
cessibility. 

Mr.  PoYNTON.— Has  the  honorable  mem- 
ber seen  the  Eden-Monaro  district? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Yes,  I  know  that  dis- 
trict well.  The  honorable  member  must 
have  been  asleep  surely,  or  he  must  have 
known  that  I  related  some  of  my  experi- 
ences in  that  district  but  a  few  minutes 
since.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  if 
a  selection  of  a  site  is  made  in  the  Eden- 
Monaro  district  thirty-one  miles  of  railway 
will  have  to  be  built  in  New  South  Wale's 
through  a  country  that  is  not  particularly 
good  for  railway  construction,  as  many  en- 
gineering diffictilties  would  have  to  be  sur- 
mounted, and  there  would  also  require  to 
be  constructed  i83-miles  of  railway  to  con- 
nect with  Baimsdale,  on  the  Victorian  side ; 
that  is  to  say,  214  miles  of  railway  con- 
struction would  be  involved  if  the  selection 
were  made  in  that  district.  I  am  not  sure 
that  even  a  survey  has  been  made  for  a  rail- 
way to  the  site  suggested  at  Welaregang; 
but  reference  has  been  made  to  the  faqi 
that  a  railway  has  already  been  extended  in 
that  direction  as  far  as  Germanton.  That 
line  is  not  a  paying  line  at  the  present 
time,  and  it  must  be  remembered  that  it 
was  constructed  against  the  advice  of  the 
Railway  Cotnmissioners.  There  is  a  ques- 
tion of  considerable  cost  involved,  and  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Werriwa 
has  roughly  estimated  that  it  would  take 
something  like  from  ;^io,ooo  to  ;^i2,ooo 
per  mile  to  construct  a  railway  there.  In 
the  case  of  Lyndhurst,  we  could  have  fifty 
different  sites  selected,  all  equally  eligible, 
and  all  on  the  railway  line  itself.  T  may  add 
that  population  is  trending  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  that  the  Western  site  must  soon 
become  the  centre  of  the  population  of  New 
South  Wales.  It  has  a  further  advantage 
in  the  fact  that  it  is  on  a  loop  line  now 
connecting  the  Southern  and  Western  lines 
of  railway ;  in  a  short  time  it  will  be  in 
direct  communication  with  the  Northern 
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line  by  means  of  a  line  from  Wellington 
to  Werris  Creek,  or  Dubbo  to  Werris  Creek. 
When  that  line  is  completed,  a  person  will 
be  able  to  go  directly  from  the  farthest 
point  HOTth,  to  which  railway  communica- 
tion extends  in  Queensland,  right  away  to 
Adelaide  or  Broken  Hill,  without  ever 
going  near  Sydney.  Lyndhurst  then  is  on 
a  line  which,  when  the  Werris  Creek  con- 
nexion is  completed,  will  unite  the  three 
main  trunk  lines  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  I  submit  that  that  is  a  most  important 
feature  in  considering  the  selection  of  a  site 
for  the  •  Federal  Capital.  A  great  deal 
had  been  made  by  some  honorable  members, 
and  particularly  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Gippsland,  of  the  alleged  great  advan- 
tages of  Twofold  Bay  as  a  shipping  port. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — A  breakwater 
could  be  built  there  for  ;^i5o,ooo, 

Mr.  JOllNSON.— I  desire  to  point  out 
that  the  port  itself  is  net  sufficiently  capa- 
cious to  justify  the  construction  (if  a  break- 
water there  at  any  cost.  It  is  so  very  small 
that  I  do  not  know  why  it  should  be  digni- 
fied with  the  name  of  a  port  in  the  sense 
of  immensity  which  has  been  conveyed  by 
the  speech  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Gippsland.  I  say  that  without  any 
disparagement  of  the  Southern  Monaro 
sites.  Honorable  members  who  may  be 
induced  to  vote  for  a  Snuthom  Monaro 
site  on  the  ground  that  the  Federal 
territory  would  include  a  port  should  not 
be  misled.  I  have  visited  Twofold  Bay 
many  times;  I  am  perfectly  familiar  with 
the  port,  and  I  know  what  I  am  speaking 
about.  I  say  that  it  c&nnot  possibly  be  re- 
garded seriously  as  a  port  at  all.  because 
it  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  little  better 
than  an  open  roadstead,  with  just  a  little 
point  of  land  jutting  out,  and  nfTording  suffi- 
cient protection  for  a  wharf,  at  which  two 
small  steamers  can  be  berthed.  Beyond 
that  there  is  no  port  accommodation  at  the 
place.  There  is  certainlv  an  area  of  water 
deep  enough  to  afford  safe  anchorage  in  the 
southern  and  north-western  bights  for  ves- 
sels of  no  great  tonnage,  hut  so  far  as 
the  rest  of  the  port  itself  is  con- 
cerned, it  is  absolutely  exposed  to 
every  wind  from  the  Pacific.  A  break- 
water at  ^is  place  would,  in  my 
opinion,  be  absolutely  useless  as  a  protec- 
tion. It  would  be  of  no  more  value  than 
was  the  breakwater  which  was  recently 
washed  away  at  Bvron  Bav,  and  upon  which 
so  many  thousands  of  pounds  were  abso- 
lutely thrown  away.  If  a  breakwater  could 
be  successfully  built  at  Twofold  Bay,  the 


port  would  not  be  good  enough  as  a  refuge 
for  vessels  of  large  draught ;  nor  could  it 
be  made  a  port  of  any  size  for  shipping  such 
as  one  might  expect  would  be  required  for 
the  trade  of  a  port  coruiected  with  so  im- 
portant a  place  as  the  Federal  Capital. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. — Boyd's  attempt 
to  make  Twofold  Bay  a  port  was  one  of  the 
greatest  failures  in  Australian  settlemnat. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Unquestionably,  be- 
cause there  are  no  facilities  for  a  port  there. 
None  of  the  large  new  steamers  from,  say. 
Western  Australia  could  go  into  "twofold 
Bay  and  berth  alongside  the  wharf  at  Eden  ; 
the  most  they  could  do  would  be  to  anchor 
and  tranship  passengers  and  cargo  into 
smaller  boats.  Honorable  members  who 
have  had  the  experience  of  an  eastern  swell 
there,  and  of  transhipping  under  such  con- 
ditions, will  not  want  to  repeat  it. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — I  suppose  the 
honorable  member  knows  that  all  the  autho- 
rities say  quite  to  the  contrary  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  am  speaking  from 
my  own  personal  knowledge. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapican. — Does  the  hc«x>r- 
able  member  place  his  observation  above  that 
of  the  authorities? 

Mr.  JOHNSON. — I  am  speaking  from 
my  own  experience ;  I  do  not  care  what  the 
authorities  say.  Twofold  Bay  is  only 
about  the  size  of  one  of  the  caves  in  Sydney 
Harbor. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — ^There  are  forty 
acres  of  Twofold  Bay. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— So  there  are  at  Neu- 
tral B.iy  i  but  the  latter  is  oaly  a  small  por- 
tion oi  Sydney  Harbor. 

Mr.  B.  Edwards. — Twofold  Bay  is 
only  a  t'>rtuous  channel. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— There  are  only  two 
and  a  hfjf  miles  in  the  hay,  including  the 
shallow  -ffater.  The  depth  of  water  a  little 
distance  beyond  the  end  of  the  wharf  is 
about  five  fathoms,  but  in  the  open  and  ex- 
posed area  as  much  as  twelve  fathoms.  I 
admit,  can  be  obtained.  But  no  sensible 
mariner  would  dream  of  attempting  to  ride 
out  an  easterly  gale  in  such  an  exposed  posi- 
tion. If,  however,  honorable  members  de- 
sire a  site  in  that  neighbourhood,  there  is  a 
splendid  stretch  of  virgin  country,  all  prac- 
tically Crown  land,  at  the  back  of  Jervis 
Bay,  which  is  a  well  sheltered  harbor. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwauds-  —  The  difficulty 
there  is  the  water  supply. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  dare  say  some  trou- 
ble might  be  experienced  on  that  score. 

DigttJzed  by  Google 


Seat  of 


[2  August,  1904.] 


Government  Bill. 


3799 


Mi.  Consov. — Is  the  honorable  member 
speaking  of  the  Lake  George  site? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  am  speaking  of  a 
stretch  of  country  between  Lake  George  and 
Jervis  Bay.  Lake  George  is  about  seventy 
miles  from  Jervis  Bay,  in  a  direct  line. 

Mr,  CoNROY. — Jervis  Bay  is  the  only 
good  port,  with  the  exception  of  Port 
Jackson,  from  Kockhampton  to  Adelaide. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  —  Unquestionably. 
Since  we  are  not  to  have  a  Capital  Site  at 
a  fortified  place  or  a  naval  staticm,  it 
would  be  unwise  to  select  a  territory  with 
a  port.  Such  a  situation  would  involve  a 
tremendous  amount  of  expense  on  fortifi- 
cations, and  in  the  maintenance  of  a  naval 
station,  and,  in  additicm,  we  should  be  open 
to  attack,  especially  in  the  case  of  Twofold 
Bay.  In  the  latter  case,  an  enemy's  ship 
would  not  need  to  come  near  the  bay,  but 
might  remain  five  or  six  miles  distant, 
and  from  there  reduce  the  place  to  ashes 
in  no  time,  in  the  same  way  as  Alexandria 
was  bonbarded  by  the  British  some  years 
aga  Honorable  members  have,  in  my 
opinion,  laid  too  much  stress  on  Twofold 
Bay  as  an  ideal  port  for  the  Federal 
('apital.  .  Unless  they  have  taken  the 
trouble  to  visit  the  place  I  am  sure  they 
will  in  the  future  be  very  much  disappointed 
at  the  charncter  of  the  port  the  advantage 
of  which  they  urge  as  raie  of  the 
main  reasons  for  the  selection  of  this  site. 
It  would  be  much  better  if,  in  their 
advocacy  of  the  Southern  Monaro  sites, 
they  were  to  altogether  eliminate  all  calcu- 
lations as  to  a  port,  which  may  be  at  once 
said  to  be  absolutely  impracticable.  I 
cannot  araid  coming  to  the  conclusion  that, 
from  every  point  of  view,  Lyndhurst  is  the 
best  site  oif  those  under  discussion,  and  that 
is  the  site  for  which  I  shall  vote. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh).— Al- 
though I  should  like  to  see  this  question 
expeditiously  settled,  I  do  not  feel  in- 
clined, on  so  important  a  matter,  to  give 
a  silent  vote.  If  I  were  to  consult  my 
own  convenience,  and  that  of  South  Aus- 
tralian members  generally^  I  should  not 
be  anxious  to  have  the  question  settled  for 
a  long  time  to  come.  It  is  convenient  to 
South  Australian  members  to  be  able  to 
visit  thdr  homes  at  the  end  of  each  week ; 
but  I  recognise  that  a  bond,  which  ought 
to  be  carried  out,  was  entered  into  with 
New  South  Wales.  It  is  nothing  to  me  in 
what  part  of  Ne\v  South  Wales  the  Fede- 
ral Territory  is  situated,  further  than  that 
I  desire  to  see  the  site  selected  which  will  be 
most  advantageous  from  every  point  of  view. 


It  stands  to  reason  that  wherever  the  Fede- 
ral Capital  may  be  located  in  New  South 
Wales,  the  parliamentary  representatives 
from  Western  Australia,  Queensland,  and 
South  Australia  will  have  to  make  their 
homes  there  during  the  session ;  they  will 
not  be  able  to  visit  their  respective  States 
each  week  as  at  present.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances all  the  talk  about  short 
cuts  to  this  place  and  the  other  does 
not  influence  me.  It  does  not  matter 
to  me  whether  the  Federal  Capital  be  100 
miles,  300  miles,  or  even  300  miles  east, 
west,  north,  or  south,  so  long  as  we  select 
the  best  position.  But  to-day  I  heard  the 
honorable  member  for  Farramatta  speak  of 
an  atten^pt  cm  tbe  part  of  honorable 
members  to  break  the  agreement  entered 
into  with  New  South  Wales.  So  far  as 
the  majority  of  representatives  from  the 
different  States  are  concerned,  there  is  not, 
in  my  opinion,  any  such  desire  or  attempt. 
I  do  find,  however,  that  there  is  a  desire 
and  an  attempt  on  the  part  of 
the  representatives  of  New  South  Wales 
to  dictate  to  this  Parliament,  not  only  where 
the  territory  shall  be,  but  what  its  limits 
shall  be ;  and  this  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
It  is  clearlv  laid  down  in  the  Constitution 
that  the  C^ommonwealth  Parliament  is  to 
select  territory,  and  to  determine  its  area. 
At  any  rate,  I  am  prepared  to  carry  out  the 
bargain,  and  I  hope  that  New  South  Wales 
will  act  towards  the  Commonwealth  in  the 
same  generous  manner  that  tlie  electors  of 
the  Commonwealth  have  acted  towards  that 
State. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. — On  the  argument 
of  the  honorable  member,  is  there  anything 
to  prevmt  the  CtxnmcHiwealth  taking  the 
whole  of  New  South  Wales? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  want  to  take 
only  what  is  proposed  by  the  Government — 
the  small  slice  of  900  square  miles  out  of 
an  enormous  territory. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  honorable  member  is  too 
generous  ! 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— We  have  been  too 
generous  to  New  South  Wales.  There  was 
so  little  Federal  spirit  amongst  many  of  the 
people  of  that  State  that  they  had  to  be 
treated  like  spoiled  children,  and  offered  a 
gift  to  induce  them  to  enter  the  Federa- 
tion. 

Mr.  Reid. — New  South  Wales  took  South 
Australian  wheat  for  fiftv  years  without 
placing  anv  dutv  on  It. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  right  homjr- 
able  member  would  not  have  continued  such 
a  policy  if  he  had  not  thought  that  New 
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South  Wales  reaped  the  greatest  benefit 
Why  should  not  South  Australia,  Queens- 
land, and  Tasmania  have  omcessions  in  the 
same  way  as  Xew  South  Wales  and  West- 
em  Australia?  However,  we  are  ready 
to  carry  out  the  bargain ;  and  if  New  South 
Wales  is  not  prepared  to  fulfil  her  part, 
then  this  House  will  be  compelled  to  do  the 
next  best  thing.  To  induce  New  South 
Wales  to  enter  the  Federation,  this  Parlia- 
ment was  deprived  of  its  undoubted  right 
to  select  the  Federal  Capital  in  any  part  of 
the  Commonwealth  considered  most  suitable. 
But  while  I  do  not  grumble  about  the  con- 
cessions offered  to  New  South  Wales  and 
Western  Australia,  I  must  take  exception  to 
the  attitude  assumed  by  the  Premier  and  the 
Attorney -General  of  New  South  Wales, 
who,  in  spite  of  the  clear  provisions  of  the 
Constitution,  desire  not  only  to  dictate  the 
extent,  but  the  situation  of  the  territory.  I 
refuse  to  be  a  party  to  tolerating  that  kind 
of  thing. 

Mr.  Brown. — The  Premier  and  the  At- 
torney-General of  New  South  Wales  were 
asked  to  do  that  by  the  late  Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  Reid. — And  more  than  once. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— They  have  not 
been  asked  to  do  it  by  this  Parliament, 
which  was  elected  to  carry  out  the  Con- 
stitution in  letter  and  spirit. 

Mr.  Reid. — This  Parliament  cannot  com- 
municate with  the  New  South  Wales  Go- 
vernment ;  only  the  Commonwealth  Govern- 
ment can  do  that. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Why  should  we 
communicate  with  the  New  South  Wales 
Government  further  than  to  point  out  the 
decision  of  the  Federal  Parliament  as  to 
the  situation  and  area?  New  South  Wales 
will  reap  all  the  advantage  of  having  the 
Federal  Territory  within  her  border;  at 
any  rate,  if  the  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydnev  had  not  thought  there  was  an 
advantage  the  bargain  as  to  the  Federal 
Capital  would  never  have  been  made. 
Whether  that  bargain  be  wise  or  unwise,  it 
has  been  made,  and  we  must  stand  by  it ; 
and  the  right  honorable  gentleman  who  had 
much  to  do  with  it  ought  to  see  that  his 
State  performs  its  share. 

Mr.  CoNROY. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber think  that  a  site  on  the  Upper  Murray 
would  give  any  advantage  to  New  South 
Wales? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON'.— I  wish  honorable 
members  had  taken  the  trouble  to  in- 
spect all  the  sites.  I  do  not  profess  to  be 
an  expert,  but  I  like  to  make  my  own  ob- 
seivations,  and  then  obtain  the  opinion  of 


experts.  I  had  no  prejudice  in  regard  tc 
any  of  the  sites,  but  from  what  I  had 
heard  and  read  my  idea  was  that  Dalgecy 
was  the  best.  I  visited  the  varicMis  places, 
and  thought  Lyndhurst  looked  very 
well.  Then,  I  thought  that  Cringe  was 
magnificent  so  far  as  scenery,  soil,  and 
climate  were  concerned,  and  that  Bombala 
would  do.  Dalgety,  however,  I  regarded 
as  the  best  site  of  all,  though  I  had  to  admit 
that  the  soil  there  did  not  come  up  to  my 
expectations.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the 
expert  knowledge  of  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan  more  than  bears  out  my 
opinion  in  regard  to  Dalgety.  But  I  should 
have  been  disappointed,  indeed,  had  I  been 
asked  to  cast  my  vote  without  an  opportunity 
to  visit  the  Tooma  district,  which,  to  my  un- 
tutored observation  at  any  rate,  seems  far 
superior  even  to  Dalgety.  The  soil  of  the 
Tooma  district  appears  excellent,  and  the 
site  can  be  easily  made  accessible.  How- 
ever, I  do  not  tliink  there  is  anything  in 
the  arguments  as  to  accessibility. 

Mr.  CoNROV. — ^Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber consider  that  the  selection  of  the  Tooma 
site  would  confer  any  advantage  on  New 
South  Wales? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Undoubtedly. 

Mr.  CoNROY. — In  what  wav? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— No'  matter  in 
what  part  of  New  South  Wales  the  Federal 
Territory  is  situated,  it  must  be  of  decided 
advantage  to  that  State. 

Mr.  CoNROY. — How  is  that  ? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Honorable  mem- 
Ijers,  particularly  those  from  New  South 
Wales,  seem  desirous  to  so  hedge  round 
the  Federal  territory  that  every  penny 
spent  on  the  carriage  of  goods  or  passengers 
shall  go  into  the  coffers  of  that  State. 
There  seems  to  be  a  fear  that  a  neighbour- 
ing State  may  also  share  in  the  advantage. 

Mr.  Reid. — Where  otherwise  is  the  ad- 
vantage to  New  South  Wales? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— It  has  been  de- 
cided that  the  Capital  shall  be  in  New 
South  Wales,  and  I  hope  that  it  will  be 
established  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
For  my  part.  I  shall  place  no  hindrance 
in  the  way  of  the  decisicm  of  the  question 
within  the  next  few  days. 

Mr.  Page. — Why  should  not  New  South 
Wales  benefit  ? 

Mr.  CoNROY.— If  the  honorable  member 
for  Hindmarsh  represented  Queensland, 
could  he  not  point  to  other  places  even 
more  beautiful  than  those  he  has  mentioned? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  could  tell  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  of  places 
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in  Queensland  and  South  Australia  just  as 
admirably  suited  for  the  Federal  Capital 
as  any  I  have  seen.  That,  however,  is  be- 
side the  question ;  we  do  not  want  the  bar- 
gain altered.  The  honorable  member  for 
Maranoa  has  asked  why  New  South  Wales 
should  receive  any  concession. 

Mr.  Page. — I  ask  why  she  should  not 
benefit  ? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  do  not  see  why 
New  South  Wales  should  benefit,  further 
than  we  were  willing,  as  citizens  -of  this 
jireat  Commonwealth,  to  approve  of  the  sec- 
tion of  the  Constitution  which  enables  ber 
to  do  so.  Except  for  that  section  she  would 
not  have  form»l  part  of  the  union,  and  I 
should  have  been  very  sorry  indeed  if  New 
South  Wales  had  remained  outside. 

Mr.  CoNHOV. — How  can  New  South 
Wales  benefit  if  the  Capital  Site  is  placed 
right  away  from  her  centre,  and  in  a  part 
which  practically  belongs  to  another  State? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.  ~  Wherever  the 
Federal  territory  is  situated,  there,  will  be 
communication  with  Sydney  and  with  the 
other  States  capitals.  New  South  Wales 
will  necessarily  be  a  considerable  gainer. 
There  will  be  tourists  frran  all  parts  to  visit 
the  Capital.  I  trust  that  it  is  going  to  be 
a  Capital  worth  going  to  see,  and 
:m  object  lesson  to  the  world  at 
targe.  It  ought  to  be.  I  also  trust 
thnt  it  will  be  situated  in  territory  that 
is  fit  for  closer  settlement.  We  should  not 
have  merely  a  small  area  for  purposes  of 
building  allotments,  but  contiguous  to  the 
city  there  should  be  land  available  for 
settlement,  so  that  the  maintenance  of  the 
Federal  Capital,  and  territory  will  cost 
nothing  to  the  taxpayers.  There  is 
no  reason  why  that  should  not  be 
sn.  The  honorable  member  for  Par- 
ramatta  has  told  us  that  the  principal 
considerations  are  centrality,  accessibility, 
and  climate.  But  there  are  other  considera- 
tions, which  are  equally  important.  We  also 
want  to  have  good  soil  and  a  good  water 
supply.  Dalgety  has  a  magnificent  water 
supply.  Any  amateur  can  see  that  it  has 
a  magnificent  background  for  a  Capital.  It 
is  an  excellent  site  in  many  ways.  It  is  a 
better  site  than  Bcxnbala.  But  Tooma  pos- 
sesses all  the  advantages  that  Dalgety  pos- 
sesses, and  over  and  above  it  seems  to  have 
a  surpassingly  superior  soil. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Does  the  honor- 
alile  member  know  what  the  records  of  the 
climate  are? 

Mr.  CoNBOv. — Does  he  know  what  the 
height  of  the  site  is? 


Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  land  is  sup- 
posed to  run  from  1,100  feet  to  1,900  feet 
above  sea  level,  within  a  comparatively 
few  miles. 

Mr.  CoNROv. — Where  would  the  Capital 

I  site  be? 

Mr.    HUTCHISON.— If   I   had  the 
choosing  it   would  be  about  Welaregang. 
At  that  spot  it  would  be  about  1,100  feet 
1  above  sea  level.  • 

Mr.  CoNROY. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber know  that  it  is  possible  to  grow  to- 
bacco there? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  am  very  glad  to 
hear  that,  because  if  tobacco  can  be  grown 
there  it  is  a  proof  that  almost  anything 
else  will  grow,  and  that  it  will  be  possible 
to  grow  the  fruit  and  other  produce  re- 
quired by  the  Capital  city  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  site. 

Mr.  CoNBOv. — I  mention  the  growth  of 
tobacco  in  order  to  show  the  heat. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  honorable  and 
learned  member's  object  is  to  show  that  the 
climate  is  bad.      But   we  have  a  report 
from  Mr.  Chesterman,  an  expert,  who  says 
that  he  has  lived  for  five  years  in  the  dis- 
trict ;    and  any  expert  who  has  lived  for 
that  time  in  a  district  is  quite  competent 
to  tell  us  what  its  qualifications  are.  He 
says  nothing  about  intense  heat,  and  no- 
thing about  intense  cold.      I  went  there 
almost  in  the  depth  of  winter,  and  found 
the  climate  magnificent.      It  was  warm 
during  the  day-time,  and  extremely  cold 
at  night,  just  as  it  is  at  Melbourne,  Ade- 
laide, and  other  places.    There  is  a  great 
deal  to  be  said  against  going  to  too  cold 
a  country  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
Seat  of  Government,  especially  as  we  have 
(representatives  frcma  warm  climates  like 
Queensland  and  parts  of  Western  Australia. 
But  I  believe  that  in  a  cold  climate  we  can 
grow  stronger  and  mo^e  brainy  men  and 
women  than  in  hot  climates.      That  is 
proved  from  the  experience  of  the  high- 
lands of  India,  Scotland,  and  other  coun- 
tries.   Men  and  women  grown  in  the  high- 
lands are,  as  a  rule,  a  stronger  and  superior 
race  from  every  point  of  View.     It  would 
be  wise  to  have  our  Capital  situated  in  a 
cool  climate,  but  not  in  an  extremely  cold 
climate. '    Nothing  has  been  advanced  dur- 
mg  this  debate  to  convince  me  that  any  sug- 
gested site  is  superior  to  Tooma.     'l  am 
sorry  that  so  few  members  took  the  trouble 
to  visit  that  district. 

Mr.  Reid.— Who  unearthed  it? 
Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Last  session  the 
honorable  member  for  Grampians  was  able 
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to  give  the  House  a  very  great  deal  of  in- 
formation about  Tocxna,  but  other  honor- 
able members  did  not  take  the  trouble  to 
see  whether  his  information  ould  be  sub- 
stantiated. 

Mr.  Reid. — If  Tumut  had  not  fallen 
out  of  the  running  We  should  ne\'er  have 
heard  of  Tooma. 

Mr.  HUTiCHISON.— Possibly.  But 
when  I  went  to  Tumut  I  was  very  unfavor- 
ably impressed  with  the  district. 

Mr.  CoNKOY. — I  assure  the  honwable 
member  that  at  Welaregang  the  heat  on 
some  days  is  just  the  same  as  at  Tumut. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON— But  the  point  is 
that  we  have  at  Welaregang  good  soil  and 
a  good  water  supply.  It  is  true  that  we 
also  have  a  water  supply  and  a  good  cli- 
mate at  Tumut.  But  we  must  have  a  ter- 
ritory that  can  be  utilized  for  closer,  settle- 
ment. I  wish  the  Commonwealth  to  se- 
cure a  territory  that  will  yield  a  revenue 
sufficient  to  cover  the  whole  cost  of  estab- 
lishing the  Capital  and  developing  it. 

Mr.  CoNROY. — Is  the  honorable  member 
aware  that  practical  people  living  there  do 
not  think  the  land  worth  more  than  nn 
acre? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  do  not  care  what 
they  think.  We  shall  not  have  to  pay  mort 
than  the  experts  sav  the  land  is  worth.  The 
honorable  and  learned  member  knows  very 
well  that  where  there  is  no  railway  commu- 
nication land,  as  a  rule,  is  very  cheap. 
What  is  the  value  of  the  land,  even  at 
Lyndhurst,  where  there  is  a  railway  right 
into  the  heart  of  the  country?  The  price 
of  land  is  no  guarantee  of  its  value  until 
there  is  railway  communication.  No  mat 
ter  how  rich  land  may  be,  it  is  practically 
valueless  without  railway  communication. 
As  a  rule,  it  is  only  used  for  growing  and 
fattening  stock,  when,  probably,  it  would 
carry  hundreds  and  thousands  of  families. 
We  shall  get  railway  communication  to  the 
Federal  territory,  so  soon  as  it  is  acquired 
hy  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  CoNROY. — Who  is  going  to  find  the 
money  for  the  New  South  Wales  Govern- 
ment to  construct  the  railwav? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— If  the  New  South 
Wales  Government  have  that  wisdom  for 
which  I  give  them  credit,  they  will  recog- 
nise that  in  opening  up  the  country,  either 
at  Tooma  or  at  Dalgety.  thev  will  he  en- 
tering upon  a  paving  undertaking.  I  only 
ivi.sh  that,  in  the  State  to  which  I  belonS;. 
we  had  more  country  as  rich  as  some  of  the 
land  I  passed  through  in  New  South  Wales, 
*  ^t  has  no  railway  ccKnmunication.  The 


sooner  railway  communication  is  afforded  tu 
some  of  these  outlying  portions  of  the  coun- 
try the  better  it  will  be  for  the  revenue  of 
the  mother  State.    I  deplore  the  spirit  that 

seems  to  animate  some  honorable  members 
in  discussing  this  question.  They  appear 
to  consider  more  what  their  constituents  wiH 
think  of  the  votes  they  give  than  of  what 
futurt  generations  will  think  of  the  choice 
we  are  making.  With  me  it  does  not,weigh 
in  the  slightest  degree  in  whose  electorate 
the  .<:ite- chosen  may  be.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Eden-Monaro  suggested  the  other 
day  that  people  in  his  part  of  the  country  are 
accusing  some  of  the  members  9f  the  party 
to  which  I  have  the  honour  to  belong,  ot 
changing  their  opinions  with  the  change  of 
Government.  I  would  remind  him  that 
the  Prime  Minister  favoured  Tumut.  But 
Tumut  never  had  any  chance  of  securing 
a  vote  from  me.  I  favoured  Dalgety  while 
the  honorable  member  was  a  member  of 
the  late  Government.  I  now  favour  Tooma. 
because  I  have  seen  it  since  the  honorable 
member  ceased  to  be  a  member  of  the  Go* 
vernment.  I  support  Tooma  simply  be- 
cause I  consider  that,  up  to  the  present 
time,  it  is  the  very  best  site  which  I  have 
seen. 

Mr.  CONHOY. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber think  that  the  selection  of  Tooma  would 
confer  an  advantage  upon  New  South 
Wales? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.  —  Most  un- 
doubtedly. No  matter  in  what  part  of  New 
South  Wales  the  Capital  is  situated,  it  will 
confer  an  advantage  upon  that  State. 

Mr.  CoNKOY. — Let  the  honorable  mem- 
ber look  at  the  map  and  see  whether  that 
is  so. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  face  of  the 
map  is  going  to  be  considerably  altered 
when  we  have  selected  the  territory.  Does 
not  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
know  of  parts  of  New  South  Wales  where 
railways  have  been  built,  and  where  the 
face  of  the  country  has,  in  consequence, 
been  changed  in  a  remarkable  manner  ? 
That  has  been  our  experience  in  South 
Australia  also.  So  soon  as  you  build  a 
railwav  you  induce  closer  settlement.  So 
soon  as  you  have  closer  settlement  you 
have  considerable  additions  to  the  revenue, 
not  onlv  through  the  railways,  but  through 
the  Customs.  But  I  do  not  want  to 
into  that  subject,  which  is  foreign  to  the 
matter  under  discu.ssion.  Without  saving 
more.  I  tru.st  that  honorable  members  who 
have  not  seen  the  Tooma  site  before  makiOL,- 
up  their  minds  to  vote  for  other  sites  which 
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they  ha%'e  seen,  will  either  ask  the  Govern- 
ment to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  see- 
ing Tooma,  or  obtain  all  the  information 
thev  can  possibly  get.  If  that  be  done,  I 
feel  sure  that  when  the  matter  is  put  to 
the  vote,  those  who  hitherto  voted  for  other 
sites  will  be  of  the  same  mind  as  myself. 
I  am  sorry  that  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney,  who  has  asked  when 
Tooma  was  introduced,  did  iwt  visit  that 
site.    When  was  Dalgety  first  proposed  ? 

Mr.  Reid. — ^The  first  expeaition  visited 
Dalgety ;  I  was  there. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Although  the  first 
expedition  visited  Dalgety,  very  little  was 
heard  of  it  last  session.  It  was  not  voted 
upon  at  that  time.  To-day  Dalgety  is  very 
strongly  in  the  rumiing  as  a  place  likely 
to  be  selected,  but  there  is  no  reascoi  why 
Tooma  should  not  finally  be  selected  if  it 
is  found  to  be  supericv. 

Mr.  Austin  (^phan. — Does  tfie  honor- 
able member  think  there  is  any  diance  of 
securing  a  settlement  of  the  question  if 
Tooma  is  chosen? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Certainly. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Does  not  the 
honorable  member  know  that  the  selection 
of  Tooma  means  postponing  the  settlement 
of  the  question? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  do  not  know 
anvthing  of  the  kind.  It  is  just  possible 
that  the  honorable  member  would  like  that 
to  eventuate,  if  he  thought  that  the  Eden- 
Monaro  district  would  not  be  in  the 
running. 

Mr.  Austin  Chaphan. — The  honorable 
member  has  no  warrant  for  saying  that. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.  —  The  honorable 
member  asked  for  an  expression  of  my 
opinicMi,  and  I  do  not  think  that  it  will 
be  found  to  be  very  far  wrong  in  this  in- 
stance. A  good  deal  has  been  urged  to 
induce  honorable  members  to  give  the 
Tooma  site  more  consideration  than  it  has 
received.  It  is  not  the  fault  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Grampians  that  it  did  not 
receive  better  ocmsideratitm.  But  now  that 
honorable  members  have  heard  of  its  merits, 
I  trust  that  they  will  follow  my  example, 
and  give  it  their  first  vote.  If  it  is  not 
selected,  I  shall  be  prepared  to  vote  for 
Dalgety,  and  even  if  I  am  defeated  in 
that  vote,  so  anxious  am  I  that  this  ques- 
ticffi  shall  be  settled,  that  I  shall  be  pre- 
pared to  TOte  for  what  in  my  opinion  is  the 
most  undesirable  of  the  other  sites  which 
have  been  favoured  so  far,  and  that  is  Lynd- 
hurst.     I  shall  do  anything  to  carry  out 


the  bargain  which  was  made  with  New 
South  Wales. 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS  (South  Sydney). 
— I  do  not  think  that  I  should  have  risen 
to  speak  again  on  this  subject,  but  for  the 
attitude  taken  up  by  the  last  speaker  with 
regard  to  the  great  majority  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  New  South  Wales,  who,  he 
seems  to  consider,  are  not  actuated  by 
those  honest  intentions  which  he  claims  for 
himself.  Seeing  that  my  view  of  this  ques- 
tion is  in  soax  respects  very  like  his  own, 
I  cannot  understand  why  be  should  not 
allow  to  us  that  credit  for  honesty  of  inten- 
tion and  purpose  which  he  is  perfectly 
justified  in  claiming  for  himself. 

Mr.  HtrrcmsoN. — I  allow  it  to  some  of 
them. 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS.— It  is  quite  a 
mistake  for  the  honorable  member  to  think 
that  there  is  any  organization  on  the  part 
of  any  representatives  of  New  South  Wales 
to  get  this  question  decided  in  any  particu- 
lar manner.  Of  all  the  representatives 
from  the  differoit  States,  there  are  none  so 
mudi  divided  as  are  the  representatives  of 
New  South  Wales.  The  Prime  Minister 
differs  from  me ;  I  differ  from  the  honorable 
member  for  Eden-Monaro,  and  the  honor- 
able member  for  Hume  is  supporting  at  the 
last  moment  a  third  site,  which  was  not 
discovered  until  a  few  weeks  ago.  I  agree 
with  all  those  honorable  members  who  have 
urged  that  this  matter  should  be  viewed 
from  a  national  Australian  stand-point. 
I  agree  that  honorable  members  should 
be  actuated  by  the  highest  motives  in 
deciding  this  question.  I  claim  to  be  actu- 
ated by  none  but  the  very  highest  mo- 
tives. It  will  always  happen  that  we  shall 
estimate  differently  the  various  reasons 
which  should  actuate  us,  and  cme  reason 
which  has  been  little  thought  of  by  many 
honorable  members,  is  the  question  of  ways 
and  means,  or  the  ea>nomy  of  doing  this 
thing.  We  find  that  one  of  the  strongest 
reasons  for  deciding  this  question  in  one 
way,  other  things  being  equal,  as  thev  very 
nearly  are,  is  the  desire  to  secure  a  Capital 
of  which  we  shall  be  proud  without  saddling 
the  nation  with  any  extravagant  debt.  If 
in  one  case  we  can  get  a  really  good 
Capital,  with  a  fine  climate  and  fair 
circumstances  all  round,  without  ex- 
pending a  single  penny,  except  upon  the 
site  itself,  and  if  in  another  case  we  should 
have  to  spend  millions  of  pounds  on  a  rail- 
way, and,  perhaps,  more  millions  on  forti- 
fications, and  incur  all  sorts  of  other  ex- 
penditures before  it  a)uld  be,  made  of  any 
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use,  we  should  be  largely  guided  by  that 
consideration,  although  I  have  just  as  great 
an  ideal  to  aim  at  as  have  those  who  picture 
the  glories  of  this  or  that  site.  It  has 
frequently  happened  that  while  the  site  of  a 
citv  looked  very  grand  with  its  snow-clad 
mountains  in  the  distance,  it  did  not  look 
nearly  so  beautiful  when  it  came  to  be  occu- 
pied.' It  has  also  frequently  happened  that 
an  ordinary  looking  building  site  has,  by  the 
art  and  hand  of  man,  been  converted  into 
a  thing  of  beauty.  It  is  very  easy  to  ima- 
gine that  in  their  primitive  state  the  sites  of 
many  Australian  cities  looked  rather  miser- 
able. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — That  cannot  be  said 
of  the  city  of  Adelaide. 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS.— No;  the  city 
of  Adelaide  is  remarkably  well  placed  for 
looking  at,  although  it  is  ill  placed  in  other 
respects.  When  the  honorable  member  talks 
about  how  the  people  of  New  South  Wales 
^outd  look  on  the  settlement  of  this  ques- 
tion, and  says  he  is  willing  to  give  us  the 
whole  of  the  bond  as  it  were,  he  would 
appear  to  be  willing  to  grant  us  what  he 
recognises  we  ought  to  have ;  but  the  gift  is 
not  offered  in  a  spirit  which  will  tend  to 
foster  Federal  ideas,  although  he  puts 
that  as  his  aim.  The  honorable  member 
has  misread  the  Constitution  if  he  thinks 
that  this  Parliament  is  entitled  to  approach 
New  South  Wales  and  say,  "  You  are  to 
have  the  Federal  territory  in  your  State, 
but  we  shall  demand  as  much  land  as  we 
like,  and  we  shall  have  it  where  we  like." 
The  honorable  member  is  mistaken  if  he 
thinks  that  any  such  demand  can  be  made 
with  any  hope  of  being  successful. 
When  it  is  proposed  to  take  a  piece 
off  the  end  of  the  territory  of  New  South 
Wales,  and  to  make  that  piece  very  much 
larger  than  any  one  ever  anticipated  it 
would  be  made,  we  are  not  keeping  the 
compact  with  that  State,  but  deliberately 
breaking  it  in  spirit.  I  believe  that  such 
an  idea  could  not  be  carried  out  without 
either  an  alteration  of  the  Constitution  or 
an  appeal  to  the  popular  vote  of  New  South 
Wales. 

Mr.  HuTcmsoN. — ^Why  was  ntrt  the  area 
definitelv  stated  in  the  Constitution? 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS.— Before  I  have 
finished  I  hope  to  be  able  to  show  the  hon- 
orable member  that  there  is  something  in 
my  argument.  When  he  talks  about  New 
South  Wales  having  demanded  something 
from  the  Federation  which  the  other 
States  did  not  get,  he  knows  full  well  that 
this  was  absolutely  a  matter  of  com- 


promise, which  the  greatest  advocates  o! 
Federation  in  my  State  had  to  force  them 
selves  to  consent  to  in  order  togetthemajo 
rity  of  its  people  to  acctpt  the  Constitutio; 
Bill.  The  honorable  member  knows  ful 
well,  as  other  honorable  members  do,  that 
at  the  first  referendum,  notwithstandinj 
the  eloquent  efTorts  of  a  number  of  gentk- 
men  who  sit  in  this  House,  and  many  thou 
sands  who  are  not  here,  notwithstanding  a) 
the  organized  effort  which  was  made  to  g<i 
the  people  of  New  South  Wales  to  join  ti 
this  great  Federal  movement,  the  peop! 
were  so  convinced  that  they  occupied  a  posi 
tion  of  strength,  and  could  run  indepen 
dently  better  than  any  other  Colony  in  ih 
group,  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  gt 
them  to  consent  to  the  State  entering  th 
unicn.  Much  against  the  wish  of  thns 
who  desired  to  bring  about  Federation,  jus 
as  heartily  as  did  the  honorable  member  fo 
Hindmarsh  or  any  other  honorable  membei 
we  had  to  consent  to  the  alteration  of  th 
Constitution  in  some  respects,  one,  anii 
perhaps  the  most  popular  being  that  th 
Seat  of  Government  should  be  in  territor 
within  that  State.  Of  course  we  do  nr 
know  exactly  what  transpired  at  the  Cor 
ference  of  Premiers  in  Melbourne,  hut 
believe  lhat  the  first  proposal  was  that  tli 
Federal  Capital  should  not  be  located  with 
in  a  distance  of  zoo  miles  of  Sydney,  so  gre: 
was  the  effort  to  keep  the  Seat  of  Goverr 
ment  from  being  in  that  city,  and  that  ult 
mately  the  distance  limit  was  reduced  t 
loo  miles,  for  the  simple  purpose  of  pr< 
venting  the  city  of  Sydney  enjoying  an 
benefit  from  having  the  Federal  Capit: 
in  its  midst  I  think  I  shall  be  able  i 
show  the  honorable  member  for  Hinc 
marsh,  who  seems  to  have  taken  the  grea 
est  interest  in  this  point  of  the  argumen 
that  in  the  case  of  very  many  of  the  siti 
which  have  been  proposed  New  Sout 
Wales  could  get  no  benefit  from  the  Fedt 
ral  Government,  and  that  all  the  benel 
would  go  to  Victoria  from  first  to  las 
That  is  not  keeping  the  spirit  of  the  cnn 
pact  with  the  people  of  New  South  Wale 
I  do  not  think  that  the  honorable  membi 
j  for  Hindmarsh  can  accuse  me  of  beir 
actuated  by  any  spirit  of  greed  in  th 
I  matter,  or  by  any  desire  to  see  Sydn* 
j  benefit  at  the  expense  of  any  other  city  i 
the  Federation,  because,  from  first  to  las 
I  have  refused  to  consent  to  any  propos: 
to  amend  the  Constitution  so  as  to  pla< 
the  Seat  of  Government  in  Sydney.  ' 
the  first  session  of  last  Parliament  a  reor 
sentattve  of  South  Australia  submitted 
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proposal  of  that  kind,  and  it  was  opposed 
by  me  most  strenuously,  and,  I  believe,  by 
practically  all  the  representatives  of  New 
South  Wales.  When  a  similar  proposal 
was  brought  forward  in  this  session  it  was 
scouted ;  as  the  honorable  member  will 
recollect,  it  commanded  only  three  votes. 
It  seems  to  be  quite  clear  that  the 
representative^  of  New  South  Wales  do 
not  desire  to  get  the  expenditure  of  Fede- 
ral money  in  Sydney,  and,  therefore, 
they  cannot  rightly  be  accused  of 
desiring  to  get  that  expenditure 
in  a  remote  part  of  the  State.  Honor- 
able members  can  fairly  dismiss  from 
their  consideration  any  idea  that  the  people 
of  New  South  Wales,  or  their  representa- 
tives, are  simply  actuated  by  a  desire  to 
gel  the  Seat  of  Government  located  in  some 
territory  where  the  expenditure  of  money, 
the  prestige,  and  so  forth,  would  benefit 
that  State  to  the  detriment  of  other  States, 
or  even  to  the  advantage  of  Sydney. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — ITien  why  are  they 
interfering  with  where  we  shall  place  the 

Capital  ? 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS. — Because  ihey 
have  a  right  to  interfere.  They  have  as 
much  right  to  interfere  in  the  settlement 
ot  this  question  as  have  the  representatives 
of  any  other  State. 

Mr.  HtrrcHisON. — I  do  not  admit  it. 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS.— Under  the  Con- 
stitution New  South  W^es  has  statutory 
rights,  and  the  representatives  of  its  people 
here  have  to  see  that  those  rights — a  privi- 
lege which  no  other  State  has — are  carried 
out  fairly  and  in  the  spirit.  I  think  I 
shall  be  able  to  show  that  some  of  the  pro- 
posals which  have  been  made  would  not 
carr\-  out  that  compact  fairly  and  in  the 
spirit.  As  the  honorable  member  knows,  we 
have  had  a  great  many  sites  to  think  of. 
I  must  say  that  amongst  all  the  sites  which 
have  been  considered  here  I  still  recollect 
one,  if  not  two.  which  "Bei"m  to  me  to  be 
better  than  any  of  the  others  suggested  but 
which  have  not  been  considered.  When 
th^  honorable  member  tells  some  of  us  that 
we  have  no  right  to  approach  the  settlement 
of  this  question  without  asking  the  Go- 
vernment to  postpone  the  consideration  of 
this  Bill  in  order  to  allow  us  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  the  Tooma  site,  I  can,  in  my  turn, 
ask  him  if  he  has  seen  the  Queanbeyan  sit3, 
and.  if  not,  why  he  does  not  ask  the  Go- 
vernment to  consent  to  an  adjournment  until 
he  has  had  an  opportunity  to  visit  that  site  ? 


Mr.  Hutchison. — Because  I  understand 
!  that  it  was  ruled  out  bv  the  House. 
1  Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS.— No ;  it  has  not 
been  voted  on.  Of  all  the  sites  I  have 
seen,  the  Queanbeyan  site  seems  to  be  that 
which  ought  to  have  had  the  strenuous  sup- 
port of  honorable  members  from  all  States. 
It  seems  to  be  perfectly  healthy^  to  have 
good  soil,  and  to  possess  a  splendid  water 
supply.  With  two  hills  in  a  vast  plain, 
and  surrounding  hills  in  the  background,  it 
is  an  ideal  site,  which  ought  to  have  been 
placed  in  the  forefront. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Why  is  it  not  placed 
in  the  forefront  ? 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS.— Because  it  did 
i  not  get  a  friend  like  those  three  or  four 
honorable  members  who  have  battled  so 
valiantlj'  for  different  sites.      It  had  a 
friend  m  me  to  the  extent  of  having  men- 
tioned its  qualifications  when  the  previous 
Bill  was  being  considered.     I  argued  then 
that  it  did  not  receive  the  attention  that  it 
should  have  commanded.     It  is  situated  in 
the  middle  of  a  branch  line, 
t     Mr.  Tudor. — In  what  electorate  is  it? 
'     Mr.  CoNRoy. — It  is  just    outside  the 
I  boundary  of  mv  electorate. 
I     Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS.— It  seems  to  be 
!  a  sort  of  no  man's  land,  like   that  in- 
[  habited  by  the  Irishman  who  lived  on  the 
I  boundaries  of  two  districts,  and  voted  for 
both,  and  paid  taxes  in  neither.     The  site 
I  I  speak  of  has  never  had  a  fair  show. 
The  members  of  the  parliamentary  party 
who  visited  the  various  sites  arrived  at 
Queanbeyan  very  early  on  Sunday  morning, 
and  the  leader  of  the    Opposition,  with 
characteristic  rectitude,  would  not  agree  to 
the  inspection  of  any  site  on  that  day,  con- 
tending that  we  should  go  to  church.  In 
the    afternoon    I,  with  some  half-dozen 
others,  having  wandered  a  little  further 
from  our  pious  upbringing  than  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  had  done,  thought  it 
I  no  desecration  of  the  Sabbath  to  climb 
one  of  the  hills  in  the  district,  and  take 
a  good  look  at  the  site.      We  were  de- 
lighted at  the  prospect  which  opened  before 
us.    We  saw  then  as  fitting  a  location  for 
I  a  large  city  as  I  have  ever  met  with  any- 
;  where.    I  took  notes  of  the  features  of  the 
localitv,  and  marked  my  impressions  with 
regard  to  it  upon  a  map.  afterwards  con- 
sulting privately  with  the  engineers,  who 
informed  me  that  an  excellent  water  supply 
could  be  obtained  there.      But,  although 
that  site  had  been  reported  on  by  the  first 
Commission,  and  by  sereral  experts,  no 
ccHisideration  was  given  to^  when  ithe  last 
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Bill  was  in  Committee.  I  should  have 
been  ready  to  visit  the  Tooma.  site  if  it 
had  been  specified  in  the  first  itiner- 
ary. But  It  is  not  convenient  for  a 
business  man  who  attends  the  meetings  of 
Parliament  day  by  day,  to  go  off  on  these 
excursions.  In  my  opinicMi,  there  are  al- 
ready a  sufficient  number  of  admirable  sites 
to  select  from,  and  in  making  a  selection, 
great  consideration  should  be  given  to  the 
question  of  cost.  I  think  that  the  building 
of  the  Federal  Capital  should  be  paid  for 
with  money  derived  from  the  rental  of  the 
land  in  the  Federal  territory,  vithout  im- 
posing any  taxaticm  on  the  people  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and,  other  things  being 
equal,  I  shall  support  that  site  in  regard  to 
which  that  arrangement  is  most  likely  to 
be  carried  out.  When  the  last  Bill  was 
under  consideration,  the  Bombala  site  re- 
ceived a  great  deal  of  support  in  this  Cham- 
ber, and  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
Senate  voted  for  it.  Since  then,  although 
the  supporters  of  the  Lyndhurst  site, 
amongst  whom  I  am  glad  to  number  myself, 
remain  firm  advocates  of  that  site,  the  sup- 
porters of  the  Tumut,  Bombala,  and  Dal- 
gety  sites  have  chopped  and  changed  so 
much  that  we  do  not  know  now  what  votes 
they  will  receive.  There  has  also  been  a 
change  of  opinion  amongst  the  members  of 
the  other  Chamber,  who,  in  sending  this 
Bill  to  us,  do  not  provide  for  the  selec- 
tion of  Bombala,  but  have  agreed  to  a  very 
roundabout  clause,  which  gives  the  impres- 
sion that  they  wish  Dalgety  to  be  selected, 
largely,  I  suppose,  because  the  Snowy  River 
flows  so  near  that  little  township.  Of  course, 
the  presence  of  such  a  river,  which  would 
give  a  perennial  supply  of  pure  drinking 
water,  is  an  important  consideration.  I 
have  always  opposed  the  proposal  to  adopt 
the  Bombala  site,  and  to  take  in  with  it  Two- 
fold Bay  and  the  country  along  the  Vic- 
torian border  for  some  considerable  distance 
westward.  The  idea  which  some  honorable 
members  hold  as  to  the  need  of  some  sort 
of  buffer  State  between  New  South  Wales 
and  Victoria  is  an  altogether  wrong  one. 
If  we  chose  a  territory  which  would  have 
Twofold  Bay  as  a  port,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary in  the  first  instance  to  spend  a  large 
sum  of  money  in  making  a  harbor  there. 
At  the  present  time,  the  place  would  be  of 
no  practical  use  as  a  port.  I  have  twice 
had  to  take  shelter  there  when  travel- 
ling on  small  steamers  from  Tasmania 
to  Sydney.  No  steamer  of  as  much  as 
1,500  tons  has  gone  into  Twofold  Bay  dur- 
ing the  last  five  years.  It  is  only  the 
Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. 


smaller  vessels  which  go  there,  and  they 
experience  a  certain  amount  of  diflSculty  in 
getting  in  and  out.  Not  only  have  wc 
among  our  papers  charts  of  the  bay  whidi 
give  all  the  soundings,  but  we  have  also 
lieen  placed  in  possession  of  the  pro- 
posals  of  engineers  for  constructing  train- 
ing walls  to  scour  out  the  silt,  and  a  break- 
water to  protect  the  shipping.  Various 
estimates  have  been  given  for  making  a  ser- 
viceable harbor,  and  in  each  case  the  sum 
mentioned  is  considerable.  But,  in  addi- 
tion to  making  the  bay  serviceable  as  a  port, 
it  would  require  an 'extravagant  outlay  to 
fortify  it,  in  order  to  defend  the  Capital 
from  outside  attacks.  Very  early  in  the 
history  of  Washington,-  English  vessels  pro- 
ceeded up  the  river  and  sacked  the  city,  the 
soldiery  even  entering  the  Capitol,  desecrat- 
ing the  Speaker's  chair,  and  tearing  up 
the  records.  As  we  are  bound  to  no  par- 
ticular district,  why  should  we  incur  the  risk 
of  destruction  by  an  enemy,  in  locating  the 
Seat  of  Government  near  the  sea  coast  ? 
Furthermore,  if  we  selected  Bombala,  we 
should  have  to  make  no  fewer  than  three 
railways  to  give  communication  to  the  Capi- 
tal. In  the  first  place,  it  would  be  of  no 
use  to  have  a  port  forty  or  fifty  miles  awav, 
unless  it  were  connected  with  the  Capital 
by  railway.  Then  it  would  be  necessarv 
to  extend  the  exisring  railway  from  Cooma 
(o  Bombala,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  pre- 
sent coach  journey;  and,  finally,  Victorian 
representatives  would  not  be  satisfied  to 
journey  all  the  way  to  Goulbum,  and  then 
to  return  via  Cooma  to  Bombala;  and. 
therefore,  would  agitate  for  an  extension  of 
the  Gippsland  line  to  the  Capital. 
In  this  way  many  millions  of 
pounds  would  be  expended,  apart 
from  the  cost  of  the  city  itself.  The 
erection  of  public  buildings,  the  making  of 
streets,  the  beautifying  of  parks,  the  sup- 
plying of  water,  and  other  expenditure 
which  is  incidental  in  every  case,  will  be 
sufficiently  heavy  to  make  it  necessary  for 
us  to  go  very  slowly  at  first,  and  nothing 
would  justifv  the  expenditure  of  millions 
of  pounds  in  merely  providing  means  of 
communication.  Then,  the  proposal  to 
take  a  strip  of  territory  along  the  Victorian 
t»rder  is  a  complete  breach  of  the  bargain 
made  with  New  South  Wales.  Section 
123  of  the  Constitution  provides  that — 

The  Parliament  ot  the  Commonwealth  may, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Parlinment  of  a  State, 
and  the  approval  of  the  majority  of  the  electors 
of  the  State  voting  upon  the  question,  increase, 
diminish,  or  otherwise  alter  the  limits  of  the 
State,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  may 
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b«  agreed  00,  aod  may,  witH  the  like  consent, 
tnike  provision  respecting  the  ctfcct  and  opera- 
lion  of  any  increase  or  diminution  or  alteration 
»f  territory  in  relation  to  any  State  affected. 

While  Xew  South  Wales  may,  under  sec- 
tion 125,  cede  a  portion  of  her  territory  to 
the  Commcm wealth  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Seat  of  Government,  if  the  territory  asked 
for  is  situated  on  the  Victorian  border  it 
could  not  be  granted  without  an  alteration 
of  the  boundary  of  New  South  Wales,  and 
that  is  strictly  forbidden,  unless  the  con- 
sent of  the  people  of  that  State  is  obtained. 
Therefore,  to  obtain  a  site  bounded  on  one 
side  by  the  New  South  Wales  border — and 
the  argument  applies  both  to  the  proposal 
of  the  Senate,  and  to  the  Tooma  proposal — 
would  involve  an  appeal  to  the  people  of 
Xew  South  Wales,  who  would  not  be  likely 
to  agree  to  the  selection  of,  a  site  much 
nearer   to    Melbourne   than    to  Sydney, 
whose  trade  would  go  to  the  former  city. 
I  do  not  know  why  the  people  of  New 
South  Wales  should  be  asked  to  do  so. 
The  advocates  of  the  border  sites  say  that 
it  is  necessary  for  the  people  of  Victoria 
to  have  an  open  door  into  the  Federal  ter- 
ritory, so  that  they  shall  not  be  obliged  to 
go  through  part  of  New  South  Wales  to 
get  there.    But  why  should  not  the  people 
of  the  other  States  also  have  an  open  door? 
Queensland,    South  Australia,  and  Tas- 
mania would  have  no  open  door  except  by 
passing  through  Victoria.     This  policy  of 
the  open  door,  as  applied  to  the  selection 
of  the  Federal  territory,  is  a  pure  myth. 
There  is  no  necessity  to  have  an^  open  door 
whatever.      The  Federal  territory  would 
be  there,  and  the  Federal  power  would  be 
behind  it  to  enable  the  whole  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  Commonwealth  to  have  free 
access  to  it.     I  do  not  see  what  necessity 
exists  for  having  this  territory  situated 
alongside  the  borders  of  Victoria.  It 
might  reasonably  be  asked,  "  If  the  Seat  of 
Government  is  located  alongside  the  bor- 
ders of  Victoria,  what  benefit  will  New 
South  Wales  derive  under  this  COTipact?" 
I  hold  that,  under  such  circumstances, 
New  South  Wales  might  just  as  well 
cede  tiiat  territory  to  Victoria,  and  in- 
fonn  her  that  the  federal  Capital  could  be 
established  in  the  ceded  territory-  That 
is  the   logical    position.    One  honorable 
member  has  made  a  great  deal  of  the  bene- 
fitr  which  New  South  Wales  will  derive 
by  reason  of  having  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment located  in  that  State.   I  am  prepared 
to  admit  that  it  will  obtain  some  t«nefit 
from  that  source.     But  the  fact  seems  to 


be  overlooked  that  New  South  Wales  is 
paying  very  hands(Hnely  for  that  benefit. 
Under  the  Constitution,  she  is  compelled 
to  hand  over  to  the  Commonwealth,  with- 
out fee  or  charge,  the  whole  of  the  Crown 
lands  within  the  Federal  territory.  She 
is  also  obliged  to  surrender  the  Govern- 
mental rights  of  that  territory,  and  we  can- 
not yet  say  whether  by  so  doing  she  will 
not  sacrifice  a  share  of  her  representation 
in  tins  Parliament.      Certainly  she  will 
lose  the  power  of  taxing  the  residents  of 
that  portion  of  the  State.     To  my  mind  it 
is  doubtful  whether  —  if  we  ever  settle 
the   question   of   allocating  the  Customs 
revenue    upon     a    per    capita  basis — 
she  will  not  lose  the  product  of  the  Excise 
and  Customs  duties,  so  far  as  they  relate 
to  persons  resident  within  the  Federal  ter- 
ritory.   If  honorable  members  w^ll  look  at 
this  matter  fairly  they  must  conclude  that 
New  South  Wales  is  giving  a  quid  pro  quo 
for  the  prestige  of  having   the'  Federal 
Capital  established  in  her  midst.  Outside 
the  site  at  Queanbeyan,  which  I  regret  has 
not  received  more  consideration.   I  have, 
from  the  first,  favoured  the  site  in  the 
Western  district,  which  has  been  misnamed 
the  Lyndhurst  site.     To  my  mind,  we 
ought  to  speak  of  it  as  the  "  western  "  site, 
beaiuse  one  side  of  Lyndhurst  contains  very 
uninteresting  and  imprepossessing  country 
indeed.     By  some  error  the  members  who 
formed  one  of  the  parliamentary  parties 
which   inspected   this   area   were  driven 
to  the  poonest  side  of  Lyndhurst,  with  the 
result  that  some  grew  so  tired  of  the  coun- 
try that  they  saw  no  more  of  it.    I  claim 
that  the  western  site — the  Orange  site — 
is  one  of  the  finest  to  be  found  in  Aus- 
tralia.  Certainly  there  is  no  site  equal  to  it 
from  the  stand-point  of  that  class  of  beauty 
for  which  we  should   look  in  the  Fede- 
ral Capital  city.    If  we  merely  desired  to 
obtain  wild  grandeur,  there  would  be  no- 
thing to  prevent  us  from  selecting  an  area 
in  the  Blue  Mountains — an  area  near  the 
Leura  Falls,  in  the  vicinity  of  Katoomba — 
where,  according  to  experienced  travellers, 
is  to  be  foimd  some  of  the  finest  scenery 
in  the  world.    But,  in  establishing  a  fine 
city,  we  do  not  look  for  that  class  of  beauty. 
We  do  not  want  to  tread  upon  the  edge  of 
a  precipice  or  of  an  avalanche.    The  ideal 
site  for  a  Capital  city  is  that  class  of  coun- 
try which  consists  of  beautiful  undulating 
hills  and  plains,  such  as  are  to  be  found  in 
the  Orange  district.    I  admit  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  reports  of  engineer."!,  it  is  im 
possible  to  obtain  a  thoroughly  adequate 
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water  supply  for  a  site  higher  than  is  the 
present  town  of  Orange.  But  I  would 
point  out  that  between  Orange  and  the  pro- 
posed Lyndhurst  site  there  are  two  or  three 
areas  sufficient  to  permit  of  the  establish- 
ment of  moderate-sized  cities — areas  which 

could  be  supplied  with  sufficient  water  

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — For  a  million  of 
people. 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS.—PersDnally,  I 
do  not  believe  that  a  population  of  a  mil- 
lion will  ever  be  settled  in  the  Federal 
Capital.  No  difficulty,  however,  would  be 
experienced  in  obtaining  sufficient  water  to 
supply  the  needs  of  all  the  people  who  are 
ever  likely  to  be  attracted  there.  The  last 
report  of  Mr.  Wade — a  gentleman  of  con- 
siderable engineering  skill,  and  an  expert 
in  the  matter  of  water  supply — has  removed 
any  lingering  doubt  which  I  may  have  en- 
tertained thai  the  Orange  site  would  not 
meet  all  the  requirements  of  the  future 
Capital.  Its  position  is  admirably  central. 
Already,  lines  of  railway  have  been 
proposed,  which  would  converge  from  the 
different  States  at  Lyndhurst.  Consequently, 
as  soon  as  we  erected  our  first  building,  we 
could  settle  there.  The  honorable  member 
for  Gippsland  spoke  of  the  poor  quality  of 
the  soil  of  the  Lyndhurst  district.  I  am 
perfectly  certain  that  i"f  the  honorable  mem- 
ber had  visited  that  country,  he  would  have 
been  forced  to  admit,  with  his  admirable 
practical  knowledge  of  land,  that  there  are 
very  few  parts  of  New  South  Wales  which  are 
capable  of  feeding  such  a  large  .  population. 
The  honorable  member  quoted  statistics 
comparing  the  yields  derived  from  land  in 
the  Orange.  Lyndhurst.  and  Bathurst  dis- 
tricts with  those  obtained  from  the  country 
around  Bombala,  very  much  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  first-named  district.  I  have 
from  the  first  questioned  these  figures,  and 
practical  men  have  pointed  out  the  utter  im- 
possibility of  their  being  correct.  For  in- 
stance, the  honorable  member  stated  that 
the  yield  of  maize  in  the  Bathurst  dis- 
trict was  i2"3  bushels  to  the  acre,  whilst 
in  Bombala  it  was  no  less  than  40*3  bushels 
to  the  acre.  That  would  be  an  enormous 
return  even  in  a  part  of  the  country  most 
suitable  for  the  production  of  maize  •  but  I 
undertake  to  say  that  in  the  Bombala  dis- 
trict practically  no  maize  is  grown,  except  in 
the  most  favoured  and  well  protected  parts. 
What  is  the  use  of  quoting  statistics  as  to 
the  yield  per  acre  without  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  area  under  cultivation  ?  If 
one  sowed  maize  in  a  highly  manured  plot 
in  an  experimental  farm  he  might  secure  a 


return  equal  to '100  bushels  to  the  acre  in 
respect  of  a  few  square  yards  of  land. 
Owing  to  the  prolonged  drought  the  yields 
have  been  notoriously  bad  in  the  Orange 
district  of  recent  years,  and  if  they  be  com- 
pared with  those  obtained  from  small  shel- 
tered patches  in  and  about  Bombala,  the 
result  may  be  detrimental  to  Orange. 

Mr..  Kennedy. — The  drought  has  not  af- 
fected Lvndhurst. 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS.— It  affected  that 
part  of  the  country  to  a  very  material  ex- 
tent. The  honorable  member,  like  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Gippsland,  has  had  great 
practical  experience  in  farming,  and  if  he 
were  to  visit  the  Orange-Lyndhurst  district, 
and  then  visit  Dalgety  and  B(Hnbala,  and 
look  at  the  granitic  country  whit^  prevails 
there,  he  would  readily  determine  which  of 
these  two  districts  would  support  the  larger 
population  per  acre. 

Mr.  Brown. — According  to  the  Commis- 
sioners' report,  there  were  only  4,207  acres 
under  maize  in  the  Bcxnbala  district,  as 
against  6,938  acres  under  maize  in  the 
Lvndhurst  district. 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS.— Quite  so.  Any 
man  of  common  sense  who  visits  the  two 
districts  must  readily  admit  that  Lynd- 
hurst is  better  suited  to  agricultural  pur- 
poses. I  am  only  an  amateur  farmer,  al- 
though I  have  had  some  litte  experience  in 
that  directicm ;  but  the  merest  amateur 
would  be  able  to  say  from  an  inspection  of 
the  two  districts  which  is  the  better  agricul- 
tural country.  If  he  were  to  see  Bathurst 
as  we  saw  it  on  the  morning  of  our  last 
visit— if  he  were  to  look  at  the  evidence  of 
successful  and  profitable  fanning  to  be 
seen  on  every  hand  there— and  then  com- 
pare it  with  the  vast  stretches  of  land  in 
the  Monaro  oountiy,  he  would  recognise 
that  the  Bombala  district  does  not  comprise 
land  as  well  suited  to  agricultural  purposes 
as  is  the  land  in  the  western  district.  Vari- 
ous statements  have  been  made  as  to  the 
climatic  conditions  of  Lyndhurst,  but  we 
cannot  get  away  from  the  minimum  and 
maximum  temperatures  recorded — we  can- 
not get  away  from  the  figures  collated  for 
a  number  of  years  past.  From  a  conside- 
ration of  them  I  am  forced  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  climate  of  the  Orange  and 
Lyndhurst  districts  is  similar  in  almost  all 
respects  to  the  climate  of  Tasmania,  which 
is  held  to  be  one  of  the  healthiest  and  most 
perfect  in  the  world.  Lyndhurst  pos- 
sesses many  advantages.  It  boasts  of 
centrality ;  it  is  easy  of  access,  possesses  a 
good  climate,  and  is  already  connected 
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with  the  railway  system  of  the  State. 
Erery  one  who  has  visited  the  district  ad- 
mits that  its  soil  is  capable  of  supporting 
a  larger  number  of  persons  per  acre  of  cul- 
tivation than  is  any  of  the  other  sites. 
Then  we  have  the  fact  that  there  is  an 
abundant  supply  of  building  material  in  the 
neighbourhood,  that  it  possesses  deposits  of 
coal  and  of  iron,  and  an  ample  supply  of 
building  stone,  and  there  should  be  some 
stnxig  reason  to  justify  the  rejection  of  a 
district  that  is  so  admirably  suited  to  the 
purposes  of  the  Federal  Capital.  What 
is  that  strong  reason?  I  have  not  yet 
touched  very  fully  on  the  question  of  a 
water  supply.  I  admit  that  in  that  respect 
Dalgety  is  the  best  of  the  sites. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — Except  Tooma. 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS.— I  believe  that 
the  TocHna  water  supply  is  practically  infe- 
rior to  that  of  Lyndhurst,  in  the  sense  that 
the  water  of  many  of  the  creeks  there  is 
polluted. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — ^Who  says  it  is? 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS.— In  the  report 
of  the  New  South  Wales  Water  Commis- 
sion, a  copy  of  which  I  saw  in  the  chamber 
this  afternoon,  there  is  evidence  that  it  is 
largely  polluted  by  mining  and  sluicing  ope- 
rations carried  on  along  the  river.  Evi- 
dence to  that  effect  has  been  given  by  squat- 
ters and  land-holders  in  the  district. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — The  honorable 
member,  for  his  own  sake,  should  not  talk 
any  more  nonsense. 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS.— I  give  the  hon- 
orable member  credit  for  that  bluff  honesty 
which  is  one  of  his  chief  characteristics,  and 
he  should  give  me  some  credit  for  honesty 
of  motive,  and  allow  me  to  conclude  my 
remarks  without  interrupti(xi8  of  that  kind. 
Unquestionably  the  best  water  supply  is  to 
be  found  at  Dalgety. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — No. 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS.— On  the  other 
hand,  Dalgety  has  many  drawbacks  which 
are  not  associated  with  Lyndhurst,  and,  in 
view  of  the  last  report  received  itoai  Mr. 
Wade,  T  am  convinced  that  we  shall  obtain 
sufficient  w^ater  not  only  to  supply  the  do- 
mestic requirements  of  the  population  of 
the  Federal  Capital  for  very  many  years  to 
come,  but  for  irrigation  purposes,  and  to 
allow  of  the  formation  of  an  artificial  lake. 
In  these  circumstances,  and  seeing  that,  if 
Lyndhurst  were  selected,  we  should  avoid 
the  enormous  initial  outlay  of  connecting 
the  Capital  by  railway  that  would  be  in- 
curred in  the  case  of  some  of  the  other 
sites,  I  intend  to  vote  for  that  site  all  the 


time.  If  I  am  beaten,  I  shall  transfer  my 
vote  to  Dalgety,  because  of  the  existence  of 
the  Snowy  River  there,  which  I  consider  is 
a  very  strong  attraction. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH  (Macquarie).— I 
wish  to  know  whether  the  Minister  of  Home 
Affairs  has  received  Mr.  Wade's  report  on 
the  water  supply  of  Lyndhurst,  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  lay  it  on  the  table  of  the 
House  ? 

Mr.  Batchelor.— I  shall  lay  the  report 
on  the  table  after  we  report  progress. 
Progress  reported. 

PAPER. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  laid  upon  the  table 
the  following  paper: — 

Report  by  Mr.  L.  A.  B.  Wade  on  the  Lynd- 
hurst Water  Supply. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 

ADJOPRNMENT. 
Reports  on  Capital  Sites. 
.Motion  (by  Mr.  Batchelor)  proposed — 

That  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden-Mon- 
aro). — The  honorable  member  for  Mac- 
quarie asked  a  question  just  now  as  to 
whether  the  Government  proposed  to  lay 
on  the  table  a  report  from  Mr.  Wade.  I 
presume  that  members  of  the  Government 
were  aware  that  the  question  was  to  be 
asked.  There  appears  to  me  to  be  some 
little  mystery  about  the  matter,  and  I  should 
like  to  ask  members  of  the  Government 
a  question  on  the  subject-^  Mr.  Wade  is  the 
principal  engineer  of  the  Water  Conserva- 
tion Department  of  New  South  Wales.  He 
was  in  attendance  at  this  House  last  week, 
and  he  was  prepared  to  give  evidence  at  the 
bar  of  the  House.  While,  in  my  opinion, 
it  is  very  desirable  that  we  should  have 
all  the  information  possible  on  the  various 
sites,  it  appears  to  me  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment can  have  officers  of  such  high  standing 
as  Mr.  Wade  in  attendance  day  after  day, 
they  might  be  able  also  to  get  fur- 
ther information  abouf  the  Upper  Murray 
site.  I  am  anxious  that  we  should  have  the 
same  information  regarding  the  tempera- 
ture, water  supply,  elevation,  and  other 
points  with  respect  to  that  site  that  we  have 
had  regarding  other  sites.  I  am  informed 
that  Afr.  Wade  has  again  returned  to  Mel- 
bourne, and  is  within  the  precincts  of 
the  House.  If  that  is  so,  I  wish 
to  know  if  it  is  the  intention  of 
the    Government    to    cali^  h:m  .to  the 
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bar  of  the  House?  I  should  like  also  to 
know  whether  he  is  here  at  the  request  of 
the  New  South  Wales  Government?  On 
the  face  of  it,  it  would  appear  as  though 
Mr.  Wade  were  being  brought  here  as  a 
sort  of  special  pleader  for  a  particular 
site.  I  have  not  the  least  objection  to 
that,  and  I  do  not  question  Mr.  Wade's 
bona  iides  in  the  matter.  But  I  should 
like  to  get  at  the  bottom  of  his  appearance 
here.  I  should  lijce  to  know  if  it  has  been 
arranged  by  the  Commonwealth  Govern- 
ment, the  New  South  Wales  Govennnent, 
or  the  honorable  member  for  Macquarie. 
If  he  is  here  because  of  action  taken  by 
the  CcHuraonwealth  Government,  I  ask  Min- 
isters whether  they  are  prepared  to  take 
similar  action  to  secure  information  from 
engineers  who  have  reported  upon  other 
sites,  that  we  may  have  a  fair  opportunity 
to  examine  them  all  at  the  bar  of  the  House. 
It  should  be  made  clear  who  was  responsible 
for  bringing  Mr.  Wade  to  Melbourne  last 
week,  and  for  the  submission  of  this  hurried 
report  at  the  last  moment^  when  it  might 
have  been  placed  before  hrawrable  members 
months  ago,  and  an  opportunity  afforded 
them  to  study  it.  I  have  a  great  desire  to 
call  Mr.  Pridham,  and  I  think  it  is  well  that 
we  should  have  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Wade 
and  Mr.  Pridham  also  upon  the  Upper 
Murray  site. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — There  is  no  pro- 
posal to  bring  Mr.  Wade  to  the  bar  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  desire 
to  know  whether  Mr.  Wade  is  here  at  the 
instance  of  the  Government  of  New  South 
Wales,  and  whether,  if  it  is  intended  that 
he  should  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the 
House  to  give  information,  an  opportunity 
will  be  given  to  test  the  feeling  of  honor- 
able members  on  the  question  whether 
other  officers  should  not  also  be  in  attend- 
ance at  the  Bar. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — The  Government  have 
alreadv  expressed  their  policy  in  that 
matter. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH  (Macquarie).— 
I  cannot  understand  the  objection  raised 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Eden-Monaro. 
It  is  well  known  that  when  the  question  of 
the  water  supply  to  be  obtained  at  various 
sites  was  tmder  consideration,  the  honorable 
members  for  Eden-Monaro  and  Hume  sug- 
gested that  the  water  supply  at  Lyndhurst 
was  not  sufficient  for  the  Federal  Capital. 
When  T  heard  that  damaging  statement 
made,  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  have  in- 
formation on  the  subject   placed  before 


honorable  members  that  they  might  be  able 
to    consider  the  question  in  a  reason^le 

way.  'It  is  but  right  that  the  fullest  in- 
formation with  respect  to  every  site  should 
be  given,  and  I  fail  to  see  what  objection 
the  honorable  member  for  Eden-Monaro 
can  have  to  the  fullest  information  being 
supplied  with  respect  to  the  Lyndhurst 
site.  Mr.  Wade  is  the  officer  upon  whom 
devolved  the  duty  of  reporting  upon  neaxiy 
all  the  sites  now  under  consideration,  and 
I  believe  it  was  largely  upon  his  opinions 
that  the  Commissioners  founded  their  re- 
port. As  I  was  quite  willing  that  the 
fullest  inquiry  should  be  made  concerning 
the  water  supply  at  Lyndhurst,  I  had  no 
hesitation  when  I  heard  such  a  damaging 
statement  in  telegraphing  to  Mr.  Wad- 
dell,  the  Premier  of  New  South 
Wales,  to  get  Mr.  Wade  to  report 
on  the  water  supply  at  Lyndhurst.  I 
asked  that  Mr.  Wade  should  supply  the  ful- 
lest information  on  the  subject,  and  that  be 
should  submit  it  in  writing.  He  did  so, 
and  I  submitted  it  for  the  information  of 
honorable  members.  Even  then  some  hon- 
orable members  appeared  to  question  the 
accuracy  of  Mr.  Wade's  figures,  and  on 
last  Friday  I  moved  that  he  should  be  ex- 
amined at  the  bar  of  the  House.  A  full 
discussion  took  place,  and  the  Prime  Mini- 
ster, in  a  very  fair  spirit,  promised  to  ask 
the  Government  of  New  South  Wales  to  al- 
low Mr.  Wade  to  make  a  full  report  upon 
the  water  supply  of  Lyndhurst,  and  that 
if  such  a  report  were  forwarded  he  would 
lay  it  on  the  table  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — I  made  that  promise. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— I  believe  that 
the  Minister  of  Home  Affairs  also  made  the 
promise.  In  compliance  with  the  request 
of  the  Commonwealth  Government,  the 
State  Government  of  New  South  Wales 
authorized  Mr.  Wade  to  make  such  a  report 
for  the  consideration  of  honorable  mem- 
bers. I  asked  the  Minister  of  Home  Af- 
fairs just  now  whether  he  had  received  the 
report,  and  he  replied  that  he  had,  and 
that  he  would  lay  it  on  the  table.  He  has 
since  done  sa  I  fail  to  see  what  objection 
there  can  be  to  the  fullest  information  being 
given  on  this  question,  especially  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  water  supply  of  Lynd- 
hurst has  been  discussed  in  such  an  unfair 
way  by  the  honorable  member  for  Eden- 
^lonaro  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume.  I  feel  sure  that  when  honorable 
members  read  the  report  that  has  been  sub- 
mitted they  will  find  that  every  statement 
which  I  made  with  Tegai{l  to  the  water 
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supply  of  Lyndhurst  is  borne  out  by  the 
statement  made  by  the  highest  official  au- 
thority 00  this  subject  in  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby— Minister 
of  Home  Affairs). — ^There  is  a  certain 
amount  of  monotony  about  these  proceed- 
ings. It  has  begun  to  be  the  regular  custom 
now  for  the  honorable  member  for  Mac- 
quarie,  the  honorable  member  for  Eden- 
Monaro,  or  the  honorable  member  for  Hume 
to  ask  that  some  information  shall  be 
given,  and  for  the  other  two  honoraBle  mem- 
bers to  immediately  get  up  and  pretest. 

Mr.  Sydmet  SiciTH. — I  have  not  done 
that 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Sometimes  we  have 
a  request  from  two  of  those  h<»H>rable  mem- 
bers, with  a  protest  from  the  third,  and  on 
other  occasions  the  request  is  by  one  and 
ttit  protest  by  the  other  two. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — The  honorable 
gentleman  cannot  say  that  I  have  objected 
to  the  fullest  Informaticai  being  given- 
Mr.  BATCHELOR— The  Government 
are  prepared  to  give  ev^  posable  informa- 
don.  I  am  sure  that  no  honorable  member 
can  find  fault  with  what  they  have  done  in 
this  matter.  They  are  willing  that  every 
information  shall  be  given  that  can  be  given 
without  delaying  the  progress  of  the  Bill. 
We  do  not  intend  that  there  shall  be 
delay,  but  anv  informaticMi  which  may  be 
obtained  in  the  meantime  will  be  laid 
before  honorable  members,  in  accordance 
with  what  I  conceive  to  be  only  the  duty 
of  the  Government.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  honorable  member  for  Eden-Monaro 
is  quite  serious  in  the  request  he  made  just 
now  f<3T  information.  I  think  that  be  knows 
as  well  as  any  of  us — indeed,  I  think  it  has 
beei  stated  on  the  floor  of  the  House — that 
Mr.  Wade  was  here  at  the  request,  I  under- 
stand, of  the  honorable  member  for  Mac- 
quarie. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — Yes. 

Mr,  BATCHELOR.— And  that  Mr. 
Wade  was  sent  here  by  the  New  South 
Wales  Goverrunent. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — But  not  at  the 
request  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Mr.  Wade  was 
not  here  at  the  request  of  the  Comnion- 
wealth  Government,  but,  as  he  was  here, 
it  seemed  to  us  that,  if  he  were  in  posses- 
sion of  more  information  than  we  had  pre- 
viously received  as  to  the  water  supply  at 
Lyndhurst,  it  was  only  proper  that  that 
information  should  be  furnished,  seeing 
that,  under  the  circumstances,  it  could  be 
obtained  so  easily  and  without  expense. 


As  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Cbesterman,  that 
has  been  read  this   afternoon,  showing 
the  additional  details. 
Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

House  adjouxned  at  10.33  P-°^- 


?@ouse  ot  ilSrprcsentattbes. 

Wednesday,  3  August,  1904. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.30  p.m., 

and  read  prayers. 

COMMONWEALTH  REFRESHMENT 
ROOM. 

Mr.  LEE  (for  Mr.  Ewing)  asked  the 
Treasurer,  ufon  notice— 

1.  What  is  the  average  nnmber  of  individuala 
who  use  the  refreshment.ioom  at  the  Common. 
wealth  ParliELment  House  dbiing  the  sittiog  of 
Parliament? 

2.  What  is  the  average  expenditure  per  in- 
dividual on  spirits  per  month  during  the  sitting 
of  Parliament  this  session? 

3.  Are  atl  spirits  paid  for  by  those  consuming 
them? 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  answers  to  the 
honorable  member's  questions  are  as  fol- 
low : — 
I.  About  350. 

3.  IS.  5d.  per  month,  or  about  4d.  per  week. 
3.  Yes.   No  free  drinks  or  free  meals  are  givea 
to  any  person. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  refreshment- 
room  is  also  the  dining-room.  The  answer 
may  be  misleading  if  that  is  not  stated. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Yes.  The  refreshment- 
room  is  also  the  dining-room.  The  figures 
represent  the  average  expenditure,  includ- 
ing what  is  spent  at  meal  times. 

SHIPPING  PATROL  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  R.  EDWARDS  (for  Mr.  G.  B. 
Edwards)  asked  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs,  upon  notice — 

I.  Have  any  persons  been  recently  appointed 
to  fill  the  newly-created  offices  of  shipping 
patrol  officers  in  the  Department  of  Trade  ana 
Customs  at  Sydney? 

3.  If  so,  were  they  previously  on  the  list  of 
temporary  employes,  and  have  they  been  ex- 
empted from  the  application  of  that  part  of  the 
Public  Service  Act  which  requires  all  candidates 
for  appointment  to  pass  certain  examinations, 
eiccept  in  a  few  cases? 

3.  Ate  there  any  experienced  men  on  the  list 
of  temporary  employ^  in  connexion  with  the  De- 
partment of  Trade  and  Custom^  at  Sydney,  and, 
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if  so,  is  it  intended  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be 
necessarjr  to  permaDently  secure  their  useful  and 
tried  services  in  safeguarding  and  protecting  the 
public  revenue? 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  answers  to  the 
honorable  member's  questions  are  as  fol- 
low :— - 

1.  Two  shipping  patrot  officers  have  been  ap- 
pointed. 

2.  These  officers  were  not  on  the  list  of  temporary 
employes.  They  were  officers  selected  by  the 
Inspector-General  of  Police  of  New  South  Wales 
from  the  police  force  of  that  State  as  having 
special  qualifications.  They  were  exempted  from 
the  provisions  of  the  Public  Service  Act  relating 
to  the  examination  of  candidates. 

3-  It  is  not  known  that  any  are  experienced 
men  in  the  particular  work  referred  to.  Steps  are 
being  taken  to  appoint  watchmen  when  application 
can  he  made  by  any  of  the  present  temporary  em- 
ployes in  the  ordinary  wav,  and  will  be  considered. 
All  appointments  must,  however,  be  made  imder 
the  provisions  of  the  Public  Service  Act. 

VANCOUVER  MAIL  SERVICE. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE  asked  the  Post- 
master-General, upon  notice — 

Whether  the  following  statement,  appearing 
in  the  Argut,  is  in  substance  correct,  and  whether 
the  Government  has  any  intention  of  altering  or 
doing  away  with  the  Vancouver  service  subsidy 
and  adding  it  to  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  and 
Orient  contracts  : — 

"  Ocean  Hail  Coimucts. 

*'  Position  in  Queensland. 

*'  Brisbane,  Sunday. 
"  Mr.  Morgan,  when  asked  yesterday  whether 
any  action  could  be  taken  in  regard  to  the 
mail  contract  and  the  extension  of  the  ser- 
vice to  Brisbane,  pointed  out  that  the 
Federal  Government  appeared  to  be  intent 
on  making  a  contract  only  for  the  convey- 
ance of  mails,  rendering  it  necessary  for 
the  States  to  make  provision  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  service  to  their  respective  States. 
Mr.  Morgan  thought  this  could  be  done 
without  very  much  extra  cost,  by  doing 
away  with  the  subsidy  on  the  Vancouver 
service,  and  adding  it  to  the  amount 
now  paid  under  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  and  Orient  contracts.  Thus 
they  would  be  able  to  secure  a 
service  which  would  alternate  with 
the  Aberdeen  service,  and  provide  a 
regular  fortnightly  service  from  Brisbane. 
It  transpired,  in  the  course  of  conversation, 
that  Mr.  Morgan  has  been  endeavouring 
to  get  the  New  Zealand  Government  to 
take  over  the  Vancouver  service.  The  New 
Zealand  Government  opened  negotiauons 
in  the  matter  through  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, and  Mr.  Morgan  expressed  his 
willingness  to  agree  to  a  proposal  to 
transfer  the  service  to  New  Zealand,  but 
as  far  as  he  knows  nothinj;  has  yet  been 
decided,  though  the  negotiations  may  be 
still  going  on  with  the  company.  Tt  is 
presumed  that  the  steamers  m  that  event 
would  follow  the  Pacific  Cable  route  to 
New  Zealand,  and  then  go  back  to  Syd. 
ney." 


Mr.  MAHOX.  — The  answer  to  the 
honorable  member's  question  is  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Nothing  is  known  of  the  statement  referred  to, 
except  that  the  Government  of  New  Zealand  in- 
quired through  that  of  the  Commonwealth  in  De- 
cember last  as  to  the  willingness  of  Queensland  to 
withdraw  from  the  Vancouver  mail  contract,  in 
order  that  the  mail  steamers  might  call  at  a  New 
Zealand  port  instead  of  at  Brisbane,  on  condi- 
tion that  the  Government  of  New  Zealand  took 
over  the  liabilities  of  Queensland  as  a  party  to  the 
contract.  The  Government  of  Queensland  ac- 
quiesced in  the  proposal,  and  the  Government  of 
New  Zealand  was  informed  in  February,  but  no 
further  action  has  been  taken.  There  is  no  inten- 
tion of  altering  or  doing  away  with  the  Van- 
couver  mail  service  subsidy,  beyond  what  has  been 
stated,  ur  of  adding  it  to  any  other  contracts. 

VICTORIAX  LETTER-CARRIERS. 
Mr.  MAUGER  askefl  ihe  Pwimaster- 
General,  upon  notice— 

I,  Is  it  a  fact  that  the  letter-carriers  of  Vic- 
toria were  paid  a  salary  at  the  rate  of  £132  per 
annum  for  the  month  ending  3i5t  of  July? 

a.  Are  they  not  entitled  to  receive  a  salary  at 
the  rate  of  ^^150  per  annum,  equivalent  to 
los.  per  month — in  accordance  with  the  decision 
of  the  High  Court  of  Australia  in  the  action  of 
Bond  V.  Tie  King,  which  provided  payment  of 
a  certain  salary  in  accordance  with  State  legisla- 
tion, and  whiai  was  deemed  by  the  Court  to  be 
a  right  and  privilege  in  accordance  with  the  Con- 
stitution Act? 

3.  If  not,  what  are  the  reasons? 

^tr.  MAHON. — The  matter  is  being  in- 
quired into,  and  if  the  honorable  member 
will  repeat  his  question  to-morrow,  I  hope 
then  to  be  in  a  position  to  answer  it. 

WESTERN  AUSTRALIAN  FEDERAL 
ROLLS. 

Mr.  FOWLER  asked  the  Minister  of 
Home  Affairs,  upon  notice — 

1.  Is  it  a  fact  that  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  the  printing  of  the  Western  Australian 
Federal  Electoral  Rolls  in  Melbourne? 

2.  If  so,  what  are  the  reasons  for  this  depar- 
ture from  the  usual  course  of  printing  the  rolls 
in  the  States  to  which  they  refer? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  answers  to 
the  honorable  member's  questions  are  as 
follow: — 

I.  Yes. 

3.  The  price  asked  by  the  Western  Australian 
Government  was  ^r  is.  6d.  per  page  of  seventy- 
five  names,  which  would  have  amounted  to  £t,So2 
19s.  6d.  J  after  correspondence  the  price  was  re. 
duced  to  15s.  per  page,  or  more  than  twice  as 
much  as  the  work  has  actually  been  done  for. 

SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT  BILL. 

In  Committee  (Consideration  resumed 
from  2nd  August,  vide  page  3809): 

Clause  2  (Determination  of  Seat  of  Go- 
vernment). 
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Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson).— 
In  speaking  to  this  clause,  I  feel  bound  to 
express  the  ppiniw  —  which  I  believe  is 
shared  by  most  honorable  manbers  —  that 
the  time  has  now  arrived  for  the  determina- 
tion of  the  Seat  of  Government.     It  has 
l>een  found  that  the  question  has  been  used, 
and.  if  not  settled,  is  in  the  future  likely 
10  be  still  more  largely  used,  for  political 
purposes.    Those  within  whose  electorates 
proposed  sites  are  situated — and  it  is  only 
fair  to  menticn  that  the  Lyndhurst  site  is 
situated  not  far  from  the  electorate  which 
1  represent — seem  to  make  the  question 
peculiarly   their  own.    I   have  observed, 
too.  that   members  of   the  Parliament 
of  New  South  Wales,  now  that  there 
is    a    general    electitxi    at    hand,  are 
using    it    to    secure    popularity  within 
the  district.s    for    which    they    wish  to 
be    returned.      When    this  Parliament 
was  last  dealing  with  the  Bill,  the  Govern- 
ment of  New  South  Wales  were  given  an 
opportunity  to  recommend  a  site,  and  to 
st.imp  it  with  the  imfrimaiur  of  their  ap- 
proval ;  but  they  did  not  talK  advantage  of 
that  opportunity.     Since   then,  however, 
there  has  been  a  change  of  Ministry,  and 
the  present  Premier,  who  represents  the 
State  electorate  of  Carcoar,  within  which 
the  Lyndhurst  or  Carcoar-Garland  site  is 
situated,  is  now  displaying  a  great  amount 
of  energy  in  connexion  with  the  matter.  The 
question  naturally  oxurs  to  one,  why  is  it 
that  when  the  subject  was  last  under  dis- 
cussion in  this  Chamber,  and  the  Lynd- 
hurst site  needed  supporters,  the  honorable 
gentleman — who  was  at  the  time  Treasurer 
of  the  State — did  not  show  the  zeal  which 
\»  is  now  displaying?    Is  not  the  answer 
to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  proposed  sites 
are  situated  in  a  number  of  the  New  South 
W.iles  constituencies,  and  the  See  Govern- 
ment had  not  the  moral  courage  to  oflFend 
I-ossible  supporters  by  saying  that  thev  pre- 
ferred stHne  particular  site,  and  offering  that 
site  to  the  Federal  Government?    Tn  this 
Parliament  we  find  that  members  who  re- 
present constituencies  in  which  no  proposed 
site  is  situated  are  advocating  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  determination  of  the  Seat  of 
Gmernment,  in  order  to  gain  popularity, 
and  the  approval  of  the  press. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Does  that  apply  to  the 
honorable  member? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— It  applies  to 
tne  probably  as  much  as  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Newcastle.  The  honorable 
member  was  in  favour  of  Lyndhurst,  but 
he  turned  a  somersault,  and  discovered  that 


Tooma  was  the  best  site.  Now  that  an  elec- 
tion is  looming  in  the  distance — and  we  are 
told  that  a  dissolution  may  be  expected — ■ 
<^er  honorable -members  are. performing  the 
same  acrobatic  feat,  in  order  that  they  may 
gain  popularity  among  their  constituents, 
or  secure  the  approval  of  the  press. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— There  is  no  election 
looming  in  the  distance,  is  there? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— If  the  honor- 
able member  reads  to-day's  newspapers,  he 
will  see  that  some  persons  think  that  a 
general  election  is  not  very  far  off. 
Why  should  the  Victorian  press  be  so 
anxious  to  prevent  a  settlement  of  this  ques- 
tion? Why  should  they  seek  to  induce 
members  to  break  faith  with  New  South 
Wales?  Are  they  not  favouring  the  selec- 
tion of  Albury,  or  Tooma,  because  either 
of  those  places  would  be  very  much  closer 
to  Melbourne  than  to  any  other  State  capital, 
and  because  they  would  be  able  to  send 
their  newspapers  into  the  Federal  city  some 
hours  before  the  daily  journals  published 
in  Sydney,  or  any  other  capital  city  in  the 
Commonwealth,  could  be  delivered  there? 
That  is  the  chief  object  held  in  view  by  the 
newspaper  proprietors  when  they  urge  that 
matters  should  be  allowed  to  remain  as  they 
are,  or  endeavour  to  persuade  honorable 
members  to  select  a  site  which  would  not 
be  regarded  with  favour  by  the  people  of 
New  South  Wales.  They  know  that  whilst 
they  urge  the  selection  of  Albury  or  Tooma, 
there  is  no  likelihood  of  the  matter 
being  settled,  and  that,  .  so  long  as 
the  people  of  New  South  Wales  are  dis- 
satisfied with  the  choice  made,  the  Seat  of 
Government  will  remain  in  Melbourne.  De- 
spite the  press,  however,  the  representa- 
tives of  Victoria  should  demonstrate  that  it 
is  the  intention  of  the  people  of  that  State 
to  keep  faith  with  New  South  Wales.  The 
Kyabram  movement  in  favour  of  public 
economy  has  been  availed  of  to  prejudice  the 
minds  of  the  electors  against  anv  expendi- 
ture upon  the  Federal  Capital.  I  ask  how 
it  would  be  possible  to  establish  the  Seat  of 
Government  anywhere  outside  of  the  large 
centres  of  population  without  a  large  ex- 
penditure of  public  money  ?  I  am  pre- 
pared to  vote  any  sum  that  may  be  re- 
quired for  properly  housing  the  Federal 
Parliament  and  Departments,  and  for  lay- 
ing out  the  Federal  city,  in  order  that  the 
Commonwealth  Government  may  have  a 
suitable  home,  and  I  believe  that  such  ac- 
tion will  be  approved  by  the  common  sense 
of  the  people.  If  a  large  sum  be  required 
it  must  be  expended ;  but,   at  the  same 
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time,  it  would  be  inadvisable  to  enter  up(Hi 
any  unnecessary  outlay.  We  should,  if 
possible,  choose  a  site  in  ccmnexicxi  with 
which  only  a  reasonable'expenditure  will  be 
required.  Several  such  places  have  been 
offered  by  New  South  Wales,  and  I  wish  to 
refer  to  one  or  two  which  I  regard  as 
worthy  of  attention.  There  are  other  sites 
which  are  not  entitled  to  any  consideraticai 
whatever.  Albury  is  so  close  to  Victoria 
that  if  the  Federal  Capital  were  established 
there  New  South  Wales  would  be  called 
upon  to  practically  grant  to  Victoria. a  large 
slice  of  her  territory.  No  concession  n-ould 
be  made  to  New  South  Wales  in  regard  to 
the  establishment  of  the  Capital  within  her 
territory  if  she  were  cal  led  upon  to 
provide  a  site  embracing  an  area  of 
100  square  miles  on  the  borders,  of 
her  territory.  That  would  not  be  in 
accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  compro- 
mise entered  into  between  the  representative 
of  New  South  Wales  and  those  of  the  other 
States.  New  South  Wales  was,  at  first, 
imwillin^  to  enter  the  Federati<Hi  unless 
the  Capital  were  established  at  Sydney, 
but  as  a  compiomise  it  was  agreed  that, 
although  the  Capital  city  should  be  in  New 
South  Wales  territory,  it  should  not  be  lo- 
cated within  100  miles  of  the  metropolis.  I 
do  not  think  that  I  am  ccMnmitting  any 
breach  of  confidence  in  stating  that  at  the 
Premiers'  Conference  the  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney  suggested  a  limit 
of  eighty  miles  as  a  fair  compromise.  Bui 
the  right  honorable  member  for  Bala- 
clava, the  then  Premier  of  Victoria, 
immediately  replied  that  if  sudi  a 
limit  were  fixed,  Moss  Vale  would  become 
eli^ble  as  a  site  for  the  Federal  city.  He 
said  that  he  could  not  ccmsent  to  that, 
and  urged  that  a  limit  of  100  miles  from 
Sydney  should  be  fixed.  The  right 
honorable  member  for  Balaclava  evidently 
contemplated  that  the  Capital  would  be 
established  very  close  to  the  100  miles 
limit,  and  I  think,  therefore,  that  we  should 
only  be  paying  proper  regard  to  the  spirit 
of  the  compact  if  we  endeavoured  to  select 
a  site  as  near  as  possible  to  that  limit. 

An  Honorable  Member. — Should  we 
not  select  the  best  site  that  can  be  found  ? 

Mr.  HEN'RY  WILLIS.— I  believe  that 
the  best  site  for  the  Federal  Capital 
might  be  found  at  some  place  imme- 
diately outside  the  100  miles  radius  from 
Sydney.  When  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales  voted  at  the  first  referendum,  they 
decided  against  Federation  by  a  large 
majority — taking  into    consideration  the 


statutory  number  of  votes  that  had  to  b 
polled.  They  were  then  opposed  t 
Federation,  whereas  all  the  other  State 
were  eager  to  bring  it  about.  It  wa 
impossible  to  form  the  Union  with 
out  New  South  Wales,  and  the  other  State 
asked  what  she  wanted,  in  order  to  indue 
her  to  join.  The  mother  State  then  mad 
the  very  simple  request,  "  Give  us  the  h(Hiou 
of  having  the  Federal  Capital  withi 
our  territory ;  that  is  all  we  ask."  Tha 
request  was  granted,  and  I  now  ask  honn 
able  members  to  carry  out  the  ooropac 
then  made,  and  agree  to  the  establishmeti 
of  the  Federal  Capital  as  near  as  possibt 
to*  the  TOO  miles  radius  from  Sydney.  Th 
people  of  New  South  Wales  would  neve 
approve  of  Bombala,  Tumut,  or  Albury 
and  it  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  se]e< 
either  of  those  sites.  I  heard  this  matte 
discussed  in  the  last  Parliament,  and 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  nol 
withstanding  the  adverse  infiuenc 
that  was  being  exerted  by  the  pres! 
honorable  members  were  disposed  t 
ke«p  faith  with  New  South  Walet 
I  have  yet  to  leam  that  honorable  member 
will  not  do  what  they  believe  to  be  fair  t 
the  mother  State,  which  entered  the  Feder; 
union,  quite  content  to  trust  the  people  0 
the  Commonwealth  through  their  represet 
tatives.  A  very  great  moral  responsibilit 
rests  upon  honorable  members,  and  it  i 
their  duty  to  discharge  that  responsibiiitj 
Is  it  to  be  said  that  the  other  State 
having  induced  the  people  of  New  Sout 
Wales  to  join  the  Federatirai;  that  th 
first  Ccxiunonwealth  Parliament  havinj 
immediately  after  it  had  assembled,  irr 
posed  extra  taxation  upon  them,  amountin 
to  £1 ,000,000 — taxation  which  was  m 
required    for  the  cost    of  the  ordinal 

government  of  that  State  

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  amount  wa 
nearer  500,000. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  people  r 
:  New  South  Wales  are  willing  to  bear  th: 
burden  for  the  sake  of  Federal  unior 
.  There  is  only  one  thing  which  thev  ask  c 
I  us.    Thev  sa'y,  "  Give  us  the  Federal  Cap 
tal  at  a  distance  of  not  more  than  100  milf 
from  Sydney."    That  is  a  very  simple  n 
,  quest  to  make.  Notwithstanding  the  prov 
)  sion  contained  in  the  Constitution,  honorabi 
•  members    have  not    exhibited  any  undt 
eagerness  to  get  away  from  Melbourne.  Cei 
tainly  this  question  has  been  kept  alivi 
but  no  attempt  was  made  to  decide  it  un^ 
the  end  of  the  first  Parliament    The  tj 
'  sponsibility  which  rests  uponi  honoran 
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members  is  a  real  c»ie,  and  one  which  should 
be  discharged  to  the  satisfacticm  of  the  peo- 
ple of  New  South  Wales.  During  the  course 
of  this  debate  a  great  deal  has  been  said 
concerning  the  very  beautiful  sites  which 
are  to  be  found  adjacent  to  Victoria.  Per- 
sonally, I  do  not  think  that  the  Tooma  site 
ran  possibly  be  superior  to  that  of  Table 
Top.  which  is  situated  close  to  Albury — a 
town  which  is  already  connected  with 
the  various  State  capitals  by  rail — 
and  the  altitude  of  whi(^  is  quite  as  great 
as  that  of  Tocxna.  Table  Top  is  situated  a 
few  miles  north  of  Albury,  but  although 
it  is  a  very  beautiful  site  indeed,  it  is  an  ab- 
solutely impossible  one  becauseof  its  distance 
from  Sydney.  The  Tooma  site,  which  is 
•i'lvoratfed  so  ably  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Hume,  is  also  a  magnificent  one.  The 
honorable  member  for  Xeivcastle  has  de- 
clared that  when  he  visited  it  he 
had  a  perfectly  open  mind,  but  that, 
nfter  havins;  seen  it.  he  concluded 
that  no  better  site  exists.  I  am 
willing  to  believe  that  it  if -an  admirable 
site.  The  fact  remains,  however,  that  it 
is  situated  uixm  the  border  of  New  South 
Wales,  and  that  it  is  inaccessible,  wbereaK 
the  Albury  site  is  very  accessible.  There- 
fore. I  claim  that  the  expenditure  which 
ivr.iil(]  require  to  be  incurred  in  establishing 
the  Federal  Capital  at  Albury  wouh'  be 
very  much  less  than  that  which  would  be 
involved  in  establishing  it  at  Tooma.  I 
would  further  point  out  that  while  the  water 
supply  at  the  latter  place  might  l^e  very 
excellent,  it  would  be  drawn,  not  from  fl-e 
Murray,  but  from  the  TocMna  River.  A 
Houbt  also  exists  as  to  whether  that  supply 
is  as  good  as  it  has  been  represented  to  be 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Hume.  While 
the  Tooma  site  is  no  doubt  a  very  excellent 
one,  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  much  supe- 
rior to  a  hundred  other  sites  which  are  lo 
he  found  in  various  parts  of  New  South 
Wales,  and  which  can  be  had  merely  for 
the  asking. 

Mr.  Watkins. — ^Why  did  not  the  honor- 
able member  inspect  the  Tocnna  site? 

ilr.  HENRY  WILI-IS.— That  is  a  very 
fair  question  to  put,  and  I  think  that  my 
reply  will  be  equally  fair.  I  did  not  visit 
Tooma  because  I  do  not  consider  that  it  is 
just  to  ask  the  people  of  New  South  Wale.s 
to  assent  to  the  establishment  of  the  Federal 
Cipilal  upon  the  Murray  River  in  that 
loralitv.  During  the  early  history  of  the 
Federal  movement,  the  late  Sir  Henry 
Partes  frequently  used  to  speak  of  the 
*  Federal  City."  '  I  am  inclined  to  think 


that  he  borrowed  that  phrase  from  the  late 
Sir  Hercules  Robinson,  who,  upon  one  oc- 
casion, delivered  a  famous  after-dinner 
speech  in  the  Albury  Town  Hall.    It  is 

because  of  that  speech,  and  because  Albury 
was  afterwards  dubbed  the  "  Federal  City" 
of  Australia,  that  a  great  deal  of  prestige 
has  been  associated  with  that  particular 
locality.  Personally,  I  cannot  conceive  that 
the  Tooma  site  is  very  much  superior  to 
that  of  Table  Top,  which  has  an  altitude 
of  1,500  feet,  and  which  is  situated  within 
ten  or  fifte^  miles  of  Albury. 

Mr.  Groom. — Has  the  honorable  member 
seen  both  sites  ? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  have  not. 

Mr.  Groom. — The  Tooma  site  is  vastly 
superior. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  site  at 
Albury  would  not  constitute  a  fair  com- 
promise, and  therefore  cannot  be  accepted 
as  a  settlement  of  this  s(»newhat  vexed 
question,  any  more  than  can  the  Tooma  site. 
If  we  want  "to  obtiun  a  magnificent  water 
supply,  there  is  another  site  which  would, 
perhaps,  prove  acceptable  to  the  people  of 
New  South  Wales.  The  drainage  in  that 
case  is  from  the  opposite  side  of  Mount 
Kosciusko — I  refer  to  the  Dalgety  site — 
and  it  possesses  a  magnificent  supply  of  the 
purest  of  water.  In  the  opinion  of  geologists 
Mount  Kosciusko  is  the  oldest  mountain  in 
the  world.  From  it  we  can  obtain  water  at 
a  season  of  the  year  when  streams  in  many 
other  parts  of  New  South  Wales  are  prac- 
tically dry.  The  fall  of  the  water  is  such 
that  it  might  be  possible  to  obtain  motive 
power  there  at  a  very  small  cost  indeed — 
power  which  would  call  into  being  a  large 
manufacturing  centre  outside  of  the  city 
area. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^We  should  require  to  im- 
pose protective  duties  before  we  could  secure 
the  establishment  of  anv  manufactures. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  honorable 
member  for  Melbourne  Ports  declares  that 
to  induce  the  establishment  of  manufac- 
tures we  should  require  to  levy  heavier  pro- 
tective duties.  I  would  remind  him  that 
in  America — ^where  the  protective  tariff 
is  higher  than  that  of  the  Common- 
wealth, or  than  was  the  old  Victo- 
rian Tariff — at  the  town  of  Niagara,  where 
statutory  authority  is  given  to  use  the  water 
from  the  famous  falls  of  that  name 
to  the  extent  of  500,000  horse-power 
— notwithstanding  the  statement  of  the 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Syd- 
ney   to   the   rontrary — manufactures  are 
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springing  up  like  mushrooms.  All  round 
the  town  of  Niagara  upon  the  United 
States  side  of  the  river,  as  also  upon  the 
Canadian  side,  manufactures  are  being  es- 
tablished for  the  purpose  of  utilizing  the 
water  power  available,  because  it  is  so 
cheap.  Evidently  the  honorable  member 
has  not  read  the  well-known  book,  "America 
at  Work." 

Mr.  Mauger. — Yes,  1  have. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.—If  so,  the 
honorable  member  must  have  read  the  article 
entitled  **  Niagara  in  Harness."  If  he  has 
read  that  article  he  must  know  that  at 
Dalgety  the  water  might  be  so  diverted 
as  to  provide  a  fall  quite  equal  to  that  ob- 
tained at  the  Falls  of  Niagara.  I  would  di- 
rect his  attention  to  the  possibility  that  the 
suburbs  of  the  Federal  Capital,  if  it  be 
established  on  this  site,  may  be  converted 
into  very  large  manufacturing  centres,  as- 
suming that  the  waters  of  the  Snowy  River 
be  utilized  to  the  fullest  extent  under  the 
scheme  advocated  by  Mr.  Pridham,  Dal- 
gety is  a  magnificent  site.  It  has  an  easterly 
aspect,  and  a  water  frontage,  and  if  it 
were  selected  it  would  be  possible  to  make 
an  ornamental  lake  twenty  or  even  forty 
miles  in  length.  The  land  adjacent  to  the 
site  is  as  good  as  any  to  be  found  within 
the  several  areas  dealt  with  in  the  reports 
before  us.  I  have  heard  it  said  that  Dal- 
gety comprises  fluky  country.  It  may  be 
fluky  country,  and  therefore  unsuitable  for 
sheep  raising ;  but  we  desire  to  secure  not 
a  sheepwalk,  but  a  site  for  a  centre  of 
population.  The  land  could  be  so  drained 
as  to  secure  as  large  an  area  for  settlement 
as  is  likely  to  be  required.  If  opposition  to 
the  selection  of  Dalgety  be  based  on  the 
ground  that  it  consists  of  fluky  country, 
then  we  must  give  no  consideration  to 
Tooma,  because  I  believe  that  a  similar 
objection  applies  to  it.  The  honorable 
member  for  Hume  will  admit  that  is  so. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  not  admit  any- 
thing of  the  kind. 

Mr.  Groom. — Is  the  honorable  member's 
assertion  based  on  mere  rumour  or  on  a 
statement  contained  in  one  of  the  reports  ? 

Wr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— It  is  suggested 
by  an  honorable  member  that  it  was  a  mere 
fluke  that  Tooma  was  brought  under  our 
consideration.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
if  it  had  not  been  included  in  the  list  sub- 
mitted to  us,  stxrte  other  magnificent  site  in 
the  electorate  of  Hume — for  the  honorable 
member's  constituency  comprises  many  such 
sites — would  have  been  brought  forward 


I  have  no  objection  to  sites  in  that  district 
being  brought  under  our  notice  to  provide 
pleasant  week-end  excursions  for  hcxiorable 
members,  but  it  would  not  be  wOTthy  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Hume  to  sieriouslv 
suggest  the  selectic»i  of  any  of  them.  The 
honorable  member  has  a  duty  to  perform 
few  his  own  State — he  owes  an  e\'en  greater 
duty  to  New  South  Wales  than  do  the  re- 
presentatives of  other  parts  of  the  Common- 
wealth.   The  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan  visited  a  number  of   sites    in  the 
Southern  Monaro  district,  and  has  given 
Dalgety  his  imprimeUur,  holding  that  it  is 
the  best  in  the  district.    The  right  honor- 
able member  has  a  reputation  to  back  up  his 
opinion.    He  was  the  first  to  cross  Aus- 
tralia from  west  to  east,  and  furnished  re- 
ports on  the  country  through  wbidi  he  tra- 
versed, pointing  out  the  good  and  the  in- 
different land,  the  extent  of  the  water  sup- 
ply available,  and  the  possibilities  of  the 
interior.    His  reputation  as  an  explorer — 
as  a  man  of  wide  experience,  possessing 
a     European     reputation — is     such  that 
his    opinion    on    this    question  should 
not    be   allowed    to   pass    without  due 
consideration.    The  possibility  of  utilizing 
the  water  power  available  at  Dalgety  has 
been  dealt  with  by  the  right  h(»iorabIe  mem- 
ber in  a  very  convincing  way,  and  Tooma 
cannot  be  regarded  as  in  any  way  compar- 
able with  it  as  a  site  for  the  Federal  Capi- 
tal.   The  water  supply  of  Dalgety  is  supe- 
rior to  that  of  Tooma,  while  the  land  is 
equally  good ;  and  as  a  compromise  the 
selecticai  of  Dalgety  would  be  more  accept- 
able to  the  people  of  New  South  Wales. 
If  the  distance  separating  a  site  from  Mel- 
bourne and  Sydney  is  to  be  a  factor  in  the 
selection,  then  the  journey  from  Melbourne 
to  Dalgety  would  not  be  so  great  as  to  give 
dissatisfaction  to  even  the  most  fastidious 
perscHi  who  might  have  to  undertake  it.  I 
should  like  once  more  to  impress  upon  hon- 
orable members  that  it  is  necessary  that  we 
should  make  such  a  selection  as  wift  lead  the 
people  of  New  South  Wales   to  consider 
that  we  have  kept  faith  with  them.  We 
might  secure  a  site  adjacent  to  Goulburn 
which  would   be  a  little  more  than  one 
hundred  miles  from  Sydney,  and  the  selec- 
tion of  such  a  site  would  give  great  satis- 
faction to  the  people  of  New  South  Wales. 
If  we  kept  faith  with  them  their  feeling 
towards  the  Federation  would  be  altogether 
different  from  what  it  is.   Thej'  are  a  kind- 
hearted  people,  and  while  their  representa- 
tives make  a  stout  fight  on  their  behalf  in 
dealing  with  every  proposal  that  comes 
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before  this  House,  they  are  prepared,  as  soon 
as  they  find  that  they  are  in  a  minority,  to 
bow  to  the  majority.  In  many  cases,  a 
majority  has  been  secured  against  them  by 
the  votes  of  honorable  members  from  a 
State  whose  representation  is  in  excess  of 
the  popuIati<»i  basis,  whereas  honorable 
members  from  New  South  Wales  actually 
represent  the  people. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— There  is  not  much 
in  that  argument. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  right  hon- 
orable member  is  one  of  the  representatives 
of  a  State  who  have  a  smaller  proportion  of 
electors  behind  them  than  have  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales. 
That  is  true  of  the  representatives  of 
Western  Australia,  both  in  this  House  and 
another  place. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  is  not  the  case, 
so  far  as  this  House  is  concerned. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— With  all  due 
respect  to  the  right  honorable  member,  I 
r^>eat  that  it  is.  No  State  may  have  less 
than  five  representatives  in  this  House,  but 
on  the  establishment  of  Federation,  Western 
Australia  was  not  entitled,  from  the  point 
of  view  of  population,  to  that  number. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  think  that  it  is 
now  entitled  to  that  number. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  right  hon- 
orable member  admits  that  Western  Austra- 
lia has  only  just  secured  a  population  which 
places  its  representatives  on  equal  terms 
with  those  of  New  South  Wales.  In  the 
last  Parliament,  when,  as  the  result  of  the 
passing  of  the  Tariff  Bill,  heavy  taxation 
was  levied  on  New  South  Wales,  Western 
Australia  had  not  a  population  entitling  it 
to  five  representatives ;  but  the  people  of  , 
New  South  Wales  bowed  to  the  decision  | 
of  the  Parliament. 

Mr.  Groou.— But  the  Free  Trade  Party 
secured  the  votes  of  all  the  reprraentatives 
of  Western  Australia  with  one  or  two  ex- 
ceptions. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Let  it  be  re- 
membered that  no  measure  passed  by  this 
House  may  become  law  until  it  has  been 
confirmed  by  another  place.  The  Senate 
is  the  States  House,  and  amendments  sug- 
gested by  h<xiorabIe  senators  who  represent 
States  rather  than  pec^Ie  were  accepted  by 
this  House. 

Mr.  Fowler. — It  is  not  a  fact  that  the 
majority  of  honorable  members  representing 
6p 


Western  Australia  voted  to  impose  taxation 
on  New  South  Wales,  or  on  any  other  State 
in  the  Union. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— No  State  can 
be  singled  out  for  special  treatment  by  Act 
of  Parliament ;  but  in  the  administration  of 
the  Tariff  Act  it  is  found  that  the  taxation 
imposed  by  it  falls  more  heavily  upon  New 
South  Wales  than,  say,  upon  Tasmania. 
The  people  of  New  South  Wales  pay 
1, 500,000  more  than  is  sufl5cient  for  her 
'  requirements — 500,000  more  than  they 
ever  paid  before. 

Mr.  Fowler. — Western  Australia  had 
nothing  to  do  with  that. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— They  observe 
the  compact  and  bear  the  burden  cheer- 
j  fuily — for  they  have  satisfaction  in  the  es- 
•  tablishment  of  the  Commonwealth — and  we 
should  not  be  wanting  in  a  sense  of  our  re- 
sponsibility or  in  the  recognition  of  what  is 
just  and  reasonable.  We  have  to  remember 
that  we  are  at  the  dawning  of  a  nation,  and 
the  very  first  act  demanded  of  us  is  that  we 
should  do  justice  to  the  States  which  have 
entered  the  Union. 

Mr.  McLean.— If  New  South  Wales  by 
means  of  the  Commonwealth  Tariff  Act  ob- 
tains so  much  more  revenue  than  she  re- 
quires, how  is  it  that  she  has  to  borrow  so 
much  money  to  supplement  that  revenue? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Because  she 
has  had  many  spendthrifts  at  the  head  of 
affairs. 

Mr.  Groom. — In  what  way  has  New 
South  Wales  been  treated  unfairly? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— If  the  honor- 
able member  wishes  me  to  discuss  the 
Tariff  

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber would  not  be  in  order  in  discussing  it. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— If  it  were  in 
order,  no  subject  would  give  me  more 
pleasure. 

Mr.  Mauger. — We  shall  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to-morrow. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— No  doubt,  I 
shall  have  an  opportunity  on  another  occa- 
sion of  explaining  to  the  honorable  member 
for  Melbourne  Ports  how  this  taxation  has 
been  imposed.  Just  now,  however,  I  am 
not  making  any  complaint  on  that  score.  I 
am  now  endeavouring  to  show  that  New 
South  Wales  is  long-suffering  —  that  that 
State  has  shown  great  kindness,  and  should 
be  treated  with  justice.     ^  . 
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Mr.  Grooh. — New  South  Wales  has  been 
treated  as  fairly  as  has  any  other  State 

in  the  Union. 

Mr.   HENRY  WILLIS.— New  South 
Wales  expects  to  be  justly  treated. 
Mr.  Groom.— Hear,  hear  1 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— And  honorable 
members  will  show  by  their  vote  whether 
they  act  fairly  towards  New  South  Wales. 

Kfr.  Mauger. — ^That  would  be  a  wrong 

inference  I 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.  — New  South 
Wales  will  be  able  to  judge,  by  the  vote 
given,  whether  the  other  States,  through 
their  representatives,  are  acting  justly  to- 
wards her. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  rise  to  order.  Is  the 
honorable  member  in  order  in  imputing  in- 
justice to  any  member  of  this  House  who 
may  vote  against  his  particular  idea?  My 
point  is  that  the  honorable  member  is  in- 
ferring that  if  honorable  members  do  not 
vote  for  the  particular  spot  which  he  favours 
New  South  Wales  will  be  treated  with  in- 
justice. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  fail  altogether  to 
draw  that  inference  from  what  the  honor- 
able member  for  Robertson  said.  If  the 
honorable  member  had  made  a  direct  state- 
ment to  that  effect,  it  would  have  been  out 
of  order;  but  he  has  not  done  so.  The 
honorable  member  for  Robertson  is,  I  take 
it>  speaking  altogether  with  regard  to  the 
future. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  wish  to  bring 
the  Committee  back  to  a  sense  of  their  re- 
sponsibility in  regard  to  keeping  faith — 
that  is  my  point — with  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Who  would  dispute  that 
position  ? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— From  the  hon- 
oftible  member  who  interjects  I  claim  jus- 
tice under  the  Constitution.    I  ask  the 

honorable  member,  as  a  representative  of 
the  people  of  the  great  city  of  Melbourne, 
to  do  justice  to  New  South  Wales,  and  not 
to  vote  in  favour  of  a  site  not  acceptable 
to  the  people  of  that  great  State.  The 
honorable  member  ought  not  to  give  a  vote 
which  he  knows  will  incense  the  people  of 
the  mother  State- 
Mr.  Mauger. — How  am  I  to  know  that  ? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  give  the  hon- 
orable member  credit  for  possessing  some 
common  sense,  and  for  knowing  that  the 
people  of  New  South  Wales,  ydvm  thev 
entered  the  Union,  would  never  have  agreed 
to  the  limit  of  loo  square  miles,  if,  in  the 


next  bieath,  they  had  been  informed  that 
Federal  territory  would  probably  be 
selected  on  the  borders  of  Victoria.  Under 
such  circumstances  would  the  people  of 
New  South  Wales  not  have  said: — "You 
wish  us  to  cede  to  Victoria  loo  square  miles 
at  least  of  our  territory  for  the  purposes  of 
a  site  over  loo  miles  closer  to  Melbournt 
than  to  Sydney.  In  that  there  would  be  no 
compromise — no  concession  to  New  South 
Wales."  Having  induced  the  people  of  New 
South  Wales  to  enter  the  Union,  if  honor- 
able members  desire  to  satisfy  their  scruples 
and  their  pride  in  the  chief  city  of  Austra- 
lia, they  ought  to  select  a  site  such  as  the 
people  of  the  State  anticipated.  In  the 
western  part  of  New  South  Wales 
there  is  a  site  which  answers  all  re- 
quirements, and  which  would  be  accept- 
able to  the  people  of  that  State.  During 
the  discussion  a  great  deal  of  attention  has 
been  devoted  to  the  centrality  of  Carcoar- 
Garland,  Canobolas,  and  Bathurst,  situated 
as  they  are  just  beyond  the  limit  of  lOo 
miles.  Much  has  been  said  by  those 
opposed  to  the  settlement  of  the  question 
as  to  the  impossibility  of  conserving  iii 
these  areas  water  sufiicient  for  the  require- 
ments of  a  city. ,  We  know,  however,  that 
with  the  large  water  supply  of  the  Carcoar- 
Garland  district  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  whatever  in  conserving  suflBcient 
for  artificial  lakes,  resen'oirs,  and  for  do- 
mestic and  other  purposes.  It  is  stated  by 
Mr.  Wade,  in  his  report,  that  a  great  deal 
of  water  would,  after  making  provision 
under  these  heads,  be  available  for  irriga- 
tion purposes.  The  rainfall  is  39  inches, 
and  the  altitude  of  the  site  is  2,270  feet 
above  sea  level,  as  contrasted  with  1,500 
feet  at  Tooma.  Among  other  requirements 
in  the  site  of  a  Federal  Capital  are  a  salu- 
brious climate  and  a  rarified  atmosphere ; 
and  we  can  find  the  very  finest  atmosphere 
and  climate,  a  sufficient  rainfall,  and  mag- 
nificent soil,  with  building  material  equal  to 
any  in  Australia,  in  this  western  district  of 
New  South  Wales.  At  Carooar-Garland, 
Millthorpe,  Orange,  or  even  at  Wellington, 
there  is  a  magnificent  rainfall — rivers  run- 
ning through  the  territory,  and  land  which 
will  produce  40  bushels  of  wheat  to  the 
acre.  I  should  like  to  read  for  the  informa- 
tion of  honorable  members  what  was  said 
by  Mr.  Oliver  in  regard  to  this  western 
part  of  New  South  Wales: — 

Although,  perhaps,  the  water  resources  of 
Canobolas  are  inferior,  in  regard  both  to  catch* 
mcnt  area  and  head  for  gravitation,  to  those  of 
the  Upper  Campbell's  River  for  Bathunt,  yet 
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there  it  erideoce  to  support  the  conclusioa  that 
they  arc  fairly  sofficient  for  an  assumed  popula- 
tion of  40,000,  and  would  be  capable,  by  auxiliary 
storage,  of  suppt3nng  a  still  greater  population. 
Moreover,  the  superior  rainfall  of  Canobolas 
tas  much  as  14  inches  greater  than  that  of 
Bathurst)  becomes  an  important  factor  when  com- 
paring the  catchments  of  Canobolas  and  Bathurst; 
while  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  facilities  pos- 
sessed by  this  site  for  providing  an  ample  water 
supply  lor  large  bodies  of  workmen,  and  others 
employed  on  buildings,  &c.  The  climate  of 
Canobolas,  from  the  superior  altitude  of  its  site, 
and  its  position  on  the  fall  of  the  plateau  to- 
wards the  Great  Western  Plaint,  it  preferable  to 
that  of  any  western  site,  and  I  believe  that  the 
comparatively  high  rainfall  of  '  Canobolas  is 
climatically  beneficial,  and  in  no  way  injurious  to 
health. 

A  very  long  report  was  written  by  the  late 
Mr.  Oliver  upon  the  suitability  of  the  west- 
ern district  for  a  Federal  Capital.  He 
says:— 

In  regard  to  land  valnes,  the  fignies  appended 
show  the  estimated  cost  of  absolute  resumption  of 
the  western  sites  as  originally  proposed  : — 

CattaMai  (Orange).  —  Improved 
value  of  64,700  acres  (less 
10,800  acres  of  Crown 
lands)  outside  Municipal        £      a,  d. 

boundaries    365,000   a  o 

Improved  value  of  lands 
within  Municipal  boun- 
dariet    592,426  o  o 


Total 


...    957,426   o  o 


BaikMrst.  —  Improved  value  of 
64,000  acres  outside  Muni- 
cipal boundaries  (less 
5,530  acres  Crown  lands) 

at  £\  per  acre   a33r88o   o  o 

Improved  value  of  lands 
within  Mimicipal  boun- 
dariet    9i3ti84   o  o 

'       Total   1,147,064   o  o 

Forest  Reeis  (Millthorpe).— Im- 
proved valve  of  83,000 
acres  (less  50,640  acres 
Charch  and  Sdiool  lands 
equals  3r,36o  acres)  at;^6 
per  acre(*)    iS8,i6o   o  o 

*  Note. — ^This  valuation  omits  the  cost  of  com- 

riensalion  in  connexion  with  Church  and  School 
ands  held  under  lease,  &c. 

That,  I  think,  is  a  ref  utaticm  of  those  argu-  , 
ments  used  against  the  quality  of  the  land  | 
in  that  district.   There  is  land  estimated  as  ; 
worth  £,6  per  acre  at  ^^illtbo^pe,  and  it  is 
grand  agricultural  soil,  which  will  produce  ! 
wheat  such  as  the  h(»iorable  member  for  ; 
Grey  has  seen  in  his  own  district-  Then 
we  are  told  by  Mr.  Oliver  that  the  cost  of 
the  site  would  be  ^188,160,  which  is  very 
much  less  indeed  than  the  cost  in  the  Cano- 
bolas district.  When  we  go  a  little  further 
6  p  2 


west,  still  within  the  lifty-miles  radius,  we 
find  that  Afr.  Oliver,  in  regard  to  Welling- 
tcHi,  says: — 

Wellin^on. — ^Improved  value  of 
91,500  acres  outside  Muni- 
cipal boundaries  [less  £  s,  d. 
15,800  acres  of  Crown 
lanik),  at  ^3  per  acre  ...  226,8^0  o  o 
Improved  value  of  lands 
within  Municipal  boun- 
dariea    167,535  "  " 


Total 


394.365  "  o 


Here  is  a  ^'ery  large  area  of  Crown  land 
that  should  be  very  acceptable  to  the  people 
of  Victoria,  who  are  saying  so  much  about 
the  cost  of  the  pn^xKed  federal  site.  The 
lands  outside,  the  Crown  lands  area  are 
valued  at        per  acre.     The  land  in  the 
Wellington  Valley  is  magnificent;  it  is  a 
vtry ,  rich  chocolate  soil-      The  yield  of 
grain  there  is  very  much  superior  to  any- 
thing in  South  Australia,  or  to  the  average 
in  Victwia.  One  notable  ioA  is  that  gr^ 
grown  there  has  taken  the  gold  medal  in 
London  for  its  superior  quality-     If  hraior- 
able  members  sitting  behind  the  Govern- 
ment wish  to  obtain  a  large  area  for  closer 
settlement,  there  is  no  part  of  New  South 
Wales  that  is  more  suitable  than  the  district 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  represent,  say, 
within  the  area  described  by  Mr.  Oliver  at 
Wellingtm,  or  the  country    a  little  fur- 
ther    on    towards  Werris  Creek^  gcung 
up   to   Cobbora,   or   the   land  between. 
Cobbora    and    Dubbo.      Most    of  that 
land   is   a    short    distance   beytxid  the 
fifty-mile  radius.      So  that  in  selecting 
a  western  site,  we  should  have  an  almost 
unlimited  area    of  first-class  land  sur- 
rounding the   F  ederal   dty.     I   do  not 
know  of  any  part  of  Australia  where  we 
could  obtain  such  a  large  area  of  land  so 
suitable  for  settlement,  and  which  from  its 
superiority  in  quality  should  be  so  accept- 
able to  the  Commonwealth.      It  will  be 
noticed,  from  Mr.  Oliver's  description,  that 
a  large  area  is  what  is  called  Church  and 
School  Land.    It  has  not  been  taken  up 
for  settlement,  because  it  was  reserved  foi 
a  specific  purpose. 

Mr.  Groom.— Is  it  still  Crown  land? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Yes,  it  is  de- 
scribed as  Church  and  School  Land,  though 
it  is  now  held  under  lease. 

Mr.  Groom. — It  is  not  held  by  trustees 
for  church  purposes? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.  —  No.  The 
Church  and  School  Lands  Act  of  thirty  or 
forty  years  ago  d\^^^§^  S^flSb^gfe"""' 
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and  gave  a  pension  of  ;^3oo  a  year  to  the 
clergymen  who  were  interested,  for  which 
they  surrendered  their  claims.  But  the 
lands  are  now  held  under  lease,  and  are 
available  for  the  purposes  of  a  Federal 
Capital. 

Mr.  Brown. — They  became  Crown  lands 
after  the  passing  of  the  Act  which  the  hon- 
orable member  has  mentioned. 

Mr.  HENRY  WIl.LTS.— The  fact  that 
they  are  designated  Church  and  School 
Lands  is  of  some  value,  because  it  goes 
to  show  that  they  might  have  been  taken 
up  foi  settlement  except  for  their  reserva- 
tion for  a  particular  purpose.  Land  that 
was  reserved  for  church  and  school  pur- 
poses in  the  earlv  days  is,  as  honorable 
members  may  well  suppose,  very  superior 
indeed,  considering  that  the  church  ihen 
wielded  such  influence  in  the  manage- 
ment of  affairs  at  head-quarters.  I  should 
like  also  to  direct  attention  to  the  report 
concerning  the  Carcoar-Garland  site.  Mr. 
Oliver  estimates  the  cost  of  absolute  re- 
sumption— 

For  the  whole  area,  including  Church  and 
School  lands,  but  excluding  town  of  Carcoar — 
:it      200,000;   or,  at  per    acre,  for  50,000 

acresi  outside  municipal  boundaries,  and 
^35,000  for  lands  within  those  botmdaries, 
.£185,000. 

Those  figures  allude  to  the  site  which  has 
been  specially  selected  as  representing  the 
western  district.  There  is  no  reason  what- 
ever why  honorable  members  should  not 
consider  the  claims  of  any  site  in  this  dis- 
trict that  would  be  equally  as  good 
and  as  convenient  as  that  of  Carcoar- 
Garland.  Canobolas  is  a  most  excellent 
site,  and  one  that  is  deserving  of  consider- 
able attention;  but  I  should  particularly 
like  to  say  something  for  Wellington.  Hon- 
orable members  have  referred  to  a  consider- 
able extent  to  Tooma,  where  the  altitude 
runs  from  1,200  feet  up  to  1,500  feet-  But 
there  is  a  much  finer  climate  in  the  district 
of  Wellington.  Close  at  hand  is  Mount  Ar- 
thur, which,  as  may  be  supposed,  was  named 
after  the  Duke  of  Wellington.  The  moun- 
tain overlooks  the  'fbwn.  The  situation  is 
not  at  all  unlike  that  df  Montreal, 
where  Mount  Royal,  from  which  the  name 
of  the  city  is  deriv«l,  is  close  to  it. 
There  is  a  magnificent  range  of  hills 
around  the  site.  Perhaps  that  is  the  rea- 
son why  it  was  not  seriously  considered  by 
Mr.  Oliver.  It  was  not  that  the  soil  was 
inferior,  or  that  the  water  supply 
was  not  adequate,  but  that  the  alti- 
tude within  the  town  was  not  deemed 
bv    him   to   be   commendable.     But  if 


climate  is  to  be  considered,  there  is  a 
very  much  finer  climate  in  the  district  of 
Wellington  than  at  Tooma.  The  people 
there  are  healthy ;  disease  is  not  prevalent, 

and  persons  with  weak  lungs  are  sent  there 
because  of  the  salubrity  of  the  climate. 
Major  Barton  wrote  a  report  setting  forth 
the  case  for  Wellington,  and  I  should  like 
to  say  something  about  it,  because  this 
document  throws  some  light  upon  other  sites, 
and  also  because  it  affords  information  of  a 
most  acceptable  character  in  the  interests  of 
those  who  are  advocating  the  selection  of  a 
site  in  the  westehi  district.  \iT.  Oliver  says — 

The  climate  of  Wellington  is  described  by  a 
very  good  judge,  Mr.  C.  H.  Barton,  as  one  of 
the  healthiest  climates  in  the  world,  though  for 
four  months  in  the  year  the  heat  is  very  great. 

But  it  is  not  anything  like  so  great  as  the 
heat  at  Adelaide,  and  I  suppose  that  there 
is  no  finer  climate  in  Australia  than  that  of 
Adelaide. 

For  a  period  of  eighteen  years,  the  records  of 
the  Government  Astronomer,  show  that  during 
the  Summer  quarter,  the  mean  temperature  is 
73*3  i  during  the  Autumn  quarter,  53*3 ;  during 
the  Winter  quarter,  497 ;  and  during  the  Spring 
quarter,  68  deg.  The  greatest  recorded  tempera- 
ture reached  105*9,  "'■^        lowest  19. 

Then,  with  respect  to  the  rainfall,  the  re- 
port says — 

The  quarterly  rainfalls  during  the  same  period 
are  very  regularly  distributed,  being  5'83,  6*30, 
5'58,  and  6'84  inches,  showing  for  the  year  a 
rainfall  of  very  nearly  25  incSies. 

It  has  to  be  remembered  that  that  rain  falls 
upon  magnificent  soil,  at  regular  periods  of 
the  year,  when  it  is  most  wanted. 

The  altitude  of  Wellington  is  995  feet,  and 
that  of  the  proposed  Federal  territory  averages 
1,200  feet.  '  • 

That  is  about  the  altitude  of  Tooma. 

On  this  subject  the  evidence  of  the  witness 
above  quoted,  Mr.  Barton,  went  to  show  that 
the  pretensions  of  Wellington  to  possess  the  Seat 
of  Government  depend  mainly  on  the  construc- 
tion of  the  railway  from  Werris  Creek,  00  the 
Northern  line,  to  Wellington,  and  that,  without 
tliat  connexion,  Wellington  could  not  be  con- 
sidered accessible,  so  far  as  Brisbane  is  con- 
cerned— an  objection  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
witness,  is  common  to  all  the  western  sites;  but 
that,  if  connected  with  Broken  Hill  and  Weiris 
Creek,  Wellington  would  be  a  singularly  central 
site,  and  would  be  very  accessible  to  Adelaide, 
I  Brisbane,  and  Melbourne.  On  this  head,  he 
produced  the  anne.xed  Tables  and  Report. 

These  figures  have  been  used  by  quite  a 
number  of  plagiarists  without  acknowledg- 
ment. I  have  read  newspaper  articles  pub- 
lished in  all  the  States  in  which  they  have 
been  quoted,  but  in  very  few  of  those 
articles  have  they  been  used  for  the  purpose 
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of  advocating  the  western  sites.  They  were 
brought  forward  to  show  that  this  large  area 
was  adjacent  to  the  railways  that  might  run 
from  Western  Australia,  vi^  South  Aus- 
tralia, from  South  Australia,  and  from 
Queensland,  into  New  South  Wales,  were 
a  line  built  right  across  from  Werris  Creek, 
say,  to  the  western  line  touching  either  at 
Dubbo  or  Wellington,  and  going  on  to 
Canobolas,  if  honorable  members  pleased, 
or  on  further  to  Carooar-Garland.  The  dis- 
trict is  so  centrally  situated  that,  were  lines 
constructed  in  a  judicious  fashion  on  the 
western  side  of  the  Blue  Mountains,  one 
could  go  from  Queensland  to  Victoria  with- 
out going  to  Sydney.  When  these  lines 
ha%-e  been  ccmstructed  to  Cobar  and  Broken 
Hill,  via  Wilcannia,  one  -will  be  able  to  go 
from  the  other  States  right  through  to  the 
Federal  city  without  touching  at  either  Mel- 
bourne or  Sydney.  We  should  have  a  city 
all  to  ourselves  right  in  the  centre  of  New 
South  Wales,  and  people  from  Brisbane 
could  run  right  through  to  the  Federal  city, 
cutting  off  some  90  or  100  miles  by 
aroiding  Sydney.  I  refer  honorable  mem- 
bers to  the  following  "  Table  of  distances 
from  Wellington  railway  station  to  Ade- 
laide, Brisbane,  Melbourne,  Sydney,  and 
Newcastle  by  railway  lines  now  in  exist- 
ence " :  — 

From  Wellington — 

To  Adelaide  vid  Melbourne  ...1,030^  miles. 

To  Brisbane  vid  Sydney  ...    971  miles. 

To  Melbourne  vid  Blayney  ...   537^  miles. 

To  Svdney  vid  Bathurtt  ...   348  miles. 

-To  Newcastle  vtd  Sydney  ...   350  miles. 

I  Specially  direct  the  attention  of  honorable 
members  who  have  had  so  much  to  say 
upon  the  necessity  of  centrality  to  the  fol- 
lowing table  of  distances,  because  they  will 
gather  from  it  that  we  have  here  the  most 
central  part  of  the  settled  portion  of  the 
Commonwealth : — 

Table  of  distance  from  Wellington  railway 
station  to  Adelaide,  Brisbane,  Melbourne,  Syd- 
ney, and  Newcastle,  with  proposed  connexions 
from  Cobar  to  Broken  Hill  and  Wellington  to 
Werris  Creek  : — 

From  Wellington — 

To  Adelaide  vid  Cobar  ...  '784  miles. 
To  Brisbane  vitf  Werris  Creek  ...  589  miles. 
To  Melbourne  vid  Blayney  ...  537^  miles. 
To  Sy<tney  vid  Bathurst  ...  348  miles. 
To  Newcastle  vnf  Werris  Creek    *3rjz  miles. 

'Approximate  distances. 

The  Public  Works  Ccanmittee  of  New 
South  Wales  has  recently  held  quite  a  num- 
ber of  sittings  in  that  district,  and  thev 
have  reported  that  if  a  line  is  constructed 
from    Werris    Creek    to    the  western 


line,  it  will  open  up  magnificent  coim- 
try  in  the  locality  of  Cobbora.  I  am 
happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  this  large  dis- 
trict is  also  in  my  electorate.  The  electorate 

covers  10,000  square  miles>  and  though  I 
speak  with  some  little  modesty,  I  may  say 
that  I  think  it  is  really  the  finest  district 
in  New  South  Wales.  All  the  lines  to 
which  I  have  referred  are  within  easy 
reach  of  these  magnificent  agricultural  dis- 
tricts. Cobbora  has  not  yet  been  estab- 
lished as  an  agricultural  district,  simply 
through  lack  of  railway  communication. 
When  a  railway  is  constructed  fran  Werris 
Creek  across  to  the  western  line,  it  will 
bring  the  land  in  that  district  under  settle- 
ment. I  have  already  referred  honorable 
members  to  the  yields  of  crops  grown. 
I  have  said  that  last  year,  in  one 
or  two  cases,  the  yield  of  wheat  went 
up  to  as  much  as  60  bushels  an  acre,  and 
the  average  yield  of  the  district  was  just 
upon  30  bushels  to  the  acre.  Throughout 
this  district  of  mine  there  is  grown  the  finest 
grain  produced  in  the  world.  The  Wellington 
flour  secured  the  gold  medal  in  London,  and 
I  mention  that  with  some  pride,  because,  al- 
though South  Australia  has  hitherto  al- 
ways been  the  State  which  has  produced 
the  finest  flour,  this  district  secured  the  gold 
medal  against  even  South  Australia. 
All  kinds  of  climate  may  be  found 
in  that  wide  district  of  the  west.  After 
passing  the  Blue  Mountains  there  is  a  dip 
from  200  to  300  feet  above  the  sea 
and  up  again  to  Canobolas,  or,  rather,  to 
Orange — ^because  Canobolas  has  an  altitude 
of  some  s.ooo  feet — to  3,000  feet.  There 
is  there  to  be  found  a  magnificent  climate 
and  soil,  and  an  abundant  water  supply. 
When  I  am  talking  to  honorable  members 
who  are  practical  men,  it  is  unnecessary 
to  enter  upon  a  long  dissertation  upon 
the  possibilities  of  water  conservation  in  a 
district  in  some  parts  of  which  there  is  a 
rainfall  of  39  inches,  and  rivers  running 
in  all  directions.  The  honorable  member  for 
Eden-Monaro  smiles  at  this,  but  I  am  not 
speaking  of  Dalgety.  I  admit  that  the 
Snowy  River  is  a  magnificent  river,  but 
there  are  possibilities  in  the  western  dis- 
trict to  which  I  refer  which  are  not  to  be 
surpassed  in  any  other  part  of  Australia. 
I  have  heard  honorable  members  ascend  to 
poetry  in  describing  some  of  the  suggested 
sites ;  but  when  one  honorable  member  last 
night,  in  speaking  about  the  western  dis- 
trict, said  it  has  not  the  undulatbns  to  be 
found  in  some  other  parts,  I  could  not  help 
thinking  that  Washington  amj.  St.  Petersburg 
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were  established  in  swamps,  and  that 
Amsterdam  was  also  established  in  a 
swamp,  and  that  the  Royal  palace 
was  buiit  upon  piles.  I  might  refer 
honorable  members  to  other  great  cities 
of    the  that    have    been  built 

on  sites  which  are  not  to  be  com- 
pared with  any  of  those  in  New  South 
Wales  which  have  been  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  Committee.  I  am  glad  to 
see  that  the  Postmaster-General  approves 
of  what  I  am  saying.  The  hontx-able  gentle- 
man  knows  that  the  garden  of  Australia  is 
to  be  found  over  the  Blue  Mountains,  and 
that  if  honorable  members  desire  to  pos- 
sess a  Federal  Capital  which  will  do  hcxiour 
to  the  Commonwealth,  tbey  should  estab- 
lish it  there. 

Mr.  Mahon.— Put  it  at  Wellington ;  that 
is  the  place  for  it. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  honorable 
gentleman's  lungs  are  not  too  strong,  and 
I  say  that  the  atmosphere  of  WellingtCHi 
would  prolong  his  life  by  twenty  years.  We 
Itnow  that  Mr.  Cecil  Rhodes  had  but  one 
lung  when  he  went  out  to  South  Africa 
with  the  proverbial  half-crown  in  his  poc- 
ket, and  in  time  he  became  a  millionaire, 
and  his  lung  was  healed,  because  he  lived 
in  a  dry  atmosphere,  similar  to  that 
to  be  found  on  Moimt  Arthur  and  the 
moimtainous  country  around  Wellington. 
I  do  not  seriously  propose  that  the  Seat  of 
Government  shall  be  located  at  Wellington, 
but  I  have  referred  to  the  district  round 
about  that  town  in  order  to  show  what 
magnificent  country  would  be  adjacent  to 
the  Federal  Capital,  if  it  were  establishej 
on  the  Carcoar- Garland  site.  Major  C. 
H.  L.  Barton,  writing  on  this  subject, 
said — 

Keeping  in  view  the  all-important  part  that 
coal  playt  in  maritime  wnifare  and  commercial 
iatcrcouiBc  with  other  nations,  alio  the  detira- 
bility  of  our  chief  coaling  centres  being  as  near 
as  possible  to  the  point  where,  in  time  of  war, 
the  Federal  troops  would  be  mobilized  (viz.,  the 
Federal  Capital),  it  is  a  mittter  of  vital  impor- 
tance, in  the  consideration  of  the  question  of 
accessibility,  that  the  Wellington  proposed  site  is 
{vid  Werris  Creek)  only  272  miles  from  New- 
castle, and  152  miles  from  Litbgow.  Due  con. 
^deration  under  this  section  must  also  be  given 
to  the  fact  that,  under  our  present  arrangement 
of  Colonial  Governments,  tbe  respective  railway 
systems  of  the  Colonies  have  been  devised  and 
constructed  with  a  view  to  the  development  and 
advancement  of  each  individual  Colony ;  but  it 
it  reasonable  to  concjude  that  Federated  Aus- 
tralia will  gradually  merge  these  railway  systems 
into  one,  and  that  tbe  future  extension  of 
the  main  trunk  lines  will  become  a  national 
undertaking. 


I  had  no  intention  of  speaking  at  sua 
length;  but,  in  conclusion,  I  wish  to  sn 
that  the  people  of  New  South  Wales  a4 
this  Parliament  to  establish  the  Seat  of  Go 
vernment  within  the  western  district.  Tha 
district  is  just  beyond  the  loo-miles  radiui 
provided  for  in  the  Constitution.  It  poff 
sesses  good  land,  so  that  it  is  likely  to  be 
come  closely  settled;  a  magnificent  watej 
supply  can  be  given  to  it;  its  climate  ii 
excellent ;  and  its  selection  would  give  gens 
ral  satisfaction  to  the  people  of  the  State, 
The  Premier  of  New  South  Wales  is  noil 
evincing  considerable  interest  in  this  mat< 
ter,  and  although  it  is  quite  possible  thai 
he  may  be  routed  at  the  poll,  those  wh< 
are  likely  to  succeed  him  in  office  ha\i 
pledged  themselves  to  place  the  territory  o1 
which  I  am  speaking  at  the  disposal  of  th< 
Federal  Government  for  the  establishmen 
of  the  Seat  of  Government.  AU  the  Crowr 
land  known  as  the  Church  and  School  land 
within  that  district  will  be  made  availabh 
to  us.  Mr.  Camithers,  who  is  likely  to  sue 
ceed  Mr.  Waddell  as  Premier  of  New  Soutl 
Wales,  has  stated  that  he  would  be  willing 
to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  Federa 
Government  the  land  to  which  I  refer. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Mr.  Carrutheri 
has  said  that  he  is  strongly  in  favour  ol 
the  Federal  Capital  being  established  in  thi 
Monaro  district. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— If  the  wes 

tern  site  is  not  chosen,  I  shall  be  in  favou 
ol'  establishing  the  Seat  of  Government  a 
Dalgety,  because  of  the  eicellence  of  tb 
land  there,  the  magnificent  climate  of  th 
district,  its  scenery,  of  which  Mount  Kosci 
usko  is  such  a  glorious  feature,  and  tb 
splendid  water  supply  which  can  be  obtainec 
Therefore,  if  the  western  site  is  rejected, 
shall  vote  for  the  next  best  site,  which,  in  m 
opinion,  is  the  Dalgety  site.  That  site  i 
within  about  100  miles  of  the  coast,  an 
would,  I  think,  be  accepted  by  the  peopl 
of  New  South  Wales  in  the  event  of  th 
western  site  being  rejected.  But  I  sha 
support  the  western  site  so  long  as  I  cor 
sider  that  it  has  a  chance  of  being  st 
lected.  I  do  not  wish  to  stand  in  th 
way  of  a  settlement  of  the  question.  I 
the  roots  of  tbe  iCommonwealth  Administra 
tion  are  established  in  Melbourne,  thei 
will  be  great  difficulty  in  transplanting  the: 
elsewhere. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Is  the  honorable  member 
only  reason  for  wishing  for  the  settle 
*nent  of  the  question  his  fear  of  the  ir 
fiuence  of  Melbourne?^ 
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Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS— No;  but  that 
is  one  of  my  reasons.       I  might  keep 
honorable  mnnbers  here  all  night  if  I 
stated  all  my  reasons.      I  would  point 
out,  however,  that  the  Government  now 
rent  a  number  of  buildings  in  various  parts 
of  Melbourne,  and  they  are  receiving  pro- 
positions from  various  quarters  for  the 
renting  of  other  buildings.      The  result 
will  be  that  before  very  long  the  private 
individuals  and  companies  concerned  will 
be  using  all  their  influence  to  keep  the 
Seat  of  Government  in  Melbourne,  and 
the  Ministry   will  have  a  very  plausible 
argument  for  postponing  its  removal  else- 
where, in  the  fact  that  they  will  have 
entered  into  leases,  having  many  years  to 
run,  of  buildings  for  which  they  pay  very 
high  rents.    That  reason  will,  of  course^ 
ccfflomend  itself  to  honorable  members  who, 
on  the  ground  of  economy,  allege  that  it 
is  necessary  to  wait  a  few  years  before 
building  Federal  offices  in  a  -Capital  of  our 
own.     I  am  opposed  to  the  Seat  of  Go- 
vernment remaining  in  Melbourne,  as  I 
should  be  opposed  to  its  being  placed  in 
Sydney,  for  several  reasons,  of  which  the 
influence  of  the  local  press  over  the  Par- 
liament is  one  of  the  chief,  while  the 
second  is  the  advantage  which  is  givm  to 
the  State  in  whose  capital  the  Federal 
Parliament  meets.     At  the  present  time 
the  representatives  of  Victoria  could,  at 
a  critical  moment,  be  all  brought  to  the 
House  within  about  fifteen  minutes,  and 
distant  States,  such  as  Western  Australia 
and  Queepsland,  whose  members  have  to 
reside  in  Melbourne  almost  permanently, 
are  also  well  represented.  But  the  repre- 
sentatives of  South  Austr'alia  and  New 
South   Wales,    who  go   to   their  homes 
at  week  ends,  cannot  always  be  recalled  in 
less  time  than  some  days.  Onuequentiy 
Victoria  has  an  advantage  over  New  South 
Wales,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  equal  to 
an  additional  representation  of  three  mem- 
bers; and  she  has  a  proportional  advan- 
tage over  South  Australia.    If  we  had  a 
Seat  of  Government  of  our  own,  however, 
none  of  the  States  would  have  an  advan- 
tage over  the  others  in  this  respect.  In 
conclusion,  I  urge  that  the  compact  made 
at  the  Premiers'  Conference  with  the  Pre- 
mier of  New  South  Wales  should  be  carried 
out.  and  the  Seat  of  Government  located 
within  that  State  at  a  suitable  site,  as  near 
as  possible  to  the  100  miles  radius  of  Syd- 
ney.  I  think  that  I  have  shown  that  the 
most  suitable  site  available  is  at  Lrndhurst, 
in  tlie  western  district. 


Mr.  CONROY  (Werriwa).— I  regret  that 
this  question  has  apparentlv  been  ap- 
proached by  some  honorable  members  with- 
out a  due  ao;]uaintance  with  the  Constitu- 
tion, and,  perhaps,  also  without  a  fiUl 
knowledge  o£  the  a»npact  entoed  into  at 
the  tune  the  Constitution  Bill  was  submitted 
to  a  referendum.  When  the  first  Bill  was 
presented  to  the  people  of  Australia,  no  con- 
dition was  made  with  regard  to  the  Capital. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — ^And  vet  the  people  of 
New  South  Wales  voted  in  favour  of  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  CONROY.— Yes ;  but  not  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  statutory  majority.  We  must 
suppose  that  the  condition  imposed  by  the 
Parliament  of  New  South  Wales  had  the 
approval  of  the  whole  of  the  people.  I 
quite  admit  that  legislaticm  has  been  passed 
in  this  Parliament  which  does  not  represent 
the  will  of  the  people;  but  if  the  honorable 
member  were  in  favour  of  such  legislation, 
he  would  contend  that  it  was  legislation  by 
the  people  for  the  people,  and,  therefore, 
we  must  apply  the  same  rule  to  the  Federal 
referendum.  In  order  to  induce  the  people 
of  New  South  Wales  to  accept  the  Constitu- 
tion Bill,  a  proposal  was  made  that  the 
Capital  should  be  located  in  that  Stat&  It 
is  true  that  local  jealousies  prevented  the 
Premiers  from  fixing  upon  Sydney,  which, 
as  the  oldest  capital  city  in  Australia,  should 
have  been  selected.  From  my  point  of 
view,  the  question  should  have  been  left 
open ;  but  we  can  deal  only  with  the  facts 
now  presented  to  us.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  a  great  many  people  in  New  South 
Wales  thought  that  the  Seat  of  Government 
should  have  been  established  at  Sydney, 
and  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  that  if 
the  question  had  been  submitted  to  the 
whole  of  the  people  of  Australia,  that  site 
would  have  been  chosen.  However,  we  are 
now  called  upco)  to  select  a  site  in  New 
South  Wales,  but  distant  not  less 
than  100  miles  from  Sydney.  I 
should  like  to  draw  attention  to  the 
wording  of  section  125  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  shows  what  was  in  the 
minds  of  the  Premiers  of  the  States  who 
met  in  conference.  I  contend  that  the  clear 
impression  was  that  the  Capital  would  be 
located  at  Sydney  unless  some  limitation 
were  imposed,  and  that,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent Sydney  from  being  chosen,  it  was 
stipulated  that  the  Capital  city  should  be 
situated  not  less  than  1 00  miles  f rcwn 
that  place.  If  any  idea  had  been  en- 
tertained that  the  Capital  might  be  located 
on  the  border  of  New  South  Wales  the 
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section  would  have  been  differently  worded, 
and  would  probably  have  (X>ntained  a  pro- 
vision that  the  Capital  should  be  situated 
within  the  State  of  New  South  Wales,  and 
be  distant  not  less  than  1 00  miles 
from  the  border  of  New  South  Wales  and 
Victoria.  It  was  clearly  considered  that 
an  advantage  would  be  conferred  on  New 
South  Wales,  because  provision  was  m^e 
that  such  portion  of  the  Federal  territory 
as  might  consist  of  Crown  land  should  be 
granted  to  the  Commonwealth  without  any 
payment  whatever. 

Mr.  Skene. — That  was  in  consideration 
of  the  Capital  being  established  in  New 
South  Wales. 

Mr.  CONROY.— That  was  in  considera- 
tion of  the  State  of  New  South  Wales  re- 
ceiving some  advantage  from  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Federal  Capital  within  its  ter- 
ritory. 

Mr.  Skene. — That  is  a  different  inter- 
pretation. 

Mr.  CONROY.— In  order  to  show  that 
it  was  supposed  that  an  advantage  would 
be  conferred  on  New  South  Wales,  I  would 
point  out  that  it  was  further  provided  that, 
in  return  for  the  ooncession  which  New 
South  Wales  was  to  receive,  the  Parliament 
should  sit  at  Melbourne  until  it  met  at  the 
Seat  of  Government.  Whv  were  these  two 
concessions  made  bv  New  South  Wales,  un- 
less it  was  thought  that  the  Capital  Site 
would  be  chosen  as  near  as  possible  to  Syd- 
ney, outside  of  the  loo-miles  limit?  I  think 
that  if  Ave  look  at  the  provision  in  the  pro- 
per spirit,  we  shall  recognise  that  that  was 
the  idea  and  intention  of  those  who  drafted 
the  section. 

Mr.  McLean.— Does  not  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  think  that  it  would 
have  been  better  to  establish  the  Federal 
Capital  at  Sydney  rather  than  at  some  place 
beyond  the  lOO-miles  limit? 

Mr.  CONROY. — My  own  opinion  is  that 
it  would  have  been  infinitely  better  to  estab- 
lish the  permanent  Seat  of  Government  at 
either  Sydney  or  Melbourne.  These  two 
cities  are  undoubtedly  destined  to  become 
the  greatest  commercial  centres  in  Austra- 
lia, and  I  do  not  approve  of  a  Federal 
Capital  being  created  merely  as  a  place  of 
meeting  for  Members  of  Parliament.  How- 
ever, honorable  members  do  not  accept 
that  \-iew,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  neces- 
sary to  argue  the  matter. 

Mr.  DuoALD  Thomson. — We  have  to 
abide  by  the  Constitution. 


Mr.  CONROY.— Exactly ;  we  are  bound 
by  the  Constitution,  and  we  cannot,  except 
at  considerable  difficulty,  secure  its  amend- 
ment. It  is  very  questionable  whether  it 
would  be  worth  our  while  to  incur  the 
clangers  to  which  we  should  be  exposed  if  we 
were  to  attempt  to  amend  the  Constitutitm 
in  order  to  secure  the  adoption  of  Sydney 
as  the  Seat  of  (jovernment  of  the  Common- 
wealth. We  are  not  called  upon  to  dis- 
cuss that  question  at  present,  because  wo 
are  proceding  to  act  in  conformity  with  the 
Constitution.  In  return  for  the  conces- 
sion to  New  South  Wales  regarding  the 
Capital,  it  was  agreed  that  the  Parliament 
should  meet,  as  it  has  been  meeting,  at  Mel- 
bourne, and  that  all  ihe  Crown  lands  within 
the  Federal  territory  should  be  granted  by 
the  New  South  Wales  Government  free  of 
charge,  and  it  is  obvious  that  it  was  in- 
tended that  if  any  advantage  could  be 
given  to  New  South  Wales  by  the  selec- 
tion of  the  Capital  site  within  her  bor- 
ders, then  only  such  a  site  should  be 
selected  as  would  confer  that  advan- 
tage upon  her.  It  may  be  that  the 
advantage  will  not  be  a  -very  valu- 
able one.  Some  honorable  members  assert 
that  wherever  the  Federal  Capital  may  be 
situated  no  advantage  will  be  conferred 
upon  New  South  Wales.  That,  however, 
is  hardly  the  question.  The  point  is 
whether,  in  the  opinion  of  the  people  of 
New  South  Wales,  any  advantage  would  be 
conferred  upon  them.  As  they  have  agreed 
to  pay  the  price,  and  are  already  paying 
part  of  that  price,  they  are  now  askinc;  that 
in  the  selection  of  the  site  the  advantage 
of  locality  shall,  as  far  as  possible,  be  oxi- 
ferred  upon  them.  Viewed  from  this  stand- 
point, the  selection  of  a  site,  such  as  Tooma, 
which,  by  the  shortest  means  of  communi- 
cation, is  situated  430  miles  from  Sydney, 
as  against  only  370  miles  from  Melbourne, 
would,  in  the  minds  of  the  great  majority 
of  the  people  of  New  South  Wales,  involve 
a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  compact. 

Mr.  Skene. — The  honorable  and  learned 
member's  figures  are  wrong.  We  should 
have  to  go  round  by  Cootamundra  if  we 
were  proceeding  from  Melbourne. 

Mr.  CONROY.— Oh,  no ;  persons  travel- 
ling from  Melbourne  to  Tooma  would  go 

by  way  of  Tallangatta.  A  coach  journey 
would  be  involved  in  either  case.  Even 
if  railways  were  constructed  to  bridge  the 
sixty  miles  frtMn  Tallangatta  to  Tooma, 
and  the  fifty-eight  miles  from  Germanton 
to  Tooma,  the  distances  would  still  be  430 
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miles  from  Sydney^  and  280  miles  from 
Melbourne. 

Mr.  Skene. — ^Tooma  is  368  miles  from 
Melbourne  by  way  of  Cootamundra  and 
Tumut. 

Mr.  CONROY.— But,  surely,  it  is  not  to 
be  supposed  that  perscHis  travelling  from 
Melbourne  would  proceed  by  rail  100  miles 
up  and  100  miles  back  again,  because  a 
coach  journey  would  have  to  be  undertaken 
even  if  the  roundabout  route  were  selected. 
I  am  taking  into  consideration  the  existing 
lines  of  railway  and  the  practicable  routes 
by  which  the  mails  are  now  conveyed,  and 
there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  in  favour  of 
that  system  of  measurement.  If  the  honor- 
able member  had  ever  been  through  that 
country  he  would  know  

Mr.  Skene. — ^How  far  is  it  from  Sydney 
to  Tumut? 

Mr.  CONROY.— It  is  about  330  miles. 

Mr.  Skene. — The  exact  distance  is  322 
miles. 

Mr.  CONROY.— Speaking  of  this  ques- 
tion, Mr.  Chesterman  says — 

The  Yass-Tumut-Welaregaog  loop  Hdc  would 
bring  the  present  suggested  site  within,  approxi- 
mately, 541  miles  of  Sydney,  while  the  Bownin^- 
Colac-Gadara-Welaregang  loop  would  bring  it 
withiQ,  approximately,  3W>  miles  of  Sydney. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  affirming  that  a  rail- 
way could  not  be  constructed  through  that 
country  under  ^25,000  per  mile.  If  a  line 
were  built  direct  from  Yass  to  Tumut, 
through  that  countrj-,  its  cost  would  not  be 
less  than  ^50,000  per  mile. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Such  a  rail- 
way would  be  practically  impossible. 

Mr.  CONROY. — ^Yes.  I  was  engaged 
in  surveying  that  district  for  some  time,  so 
that  I  know  what  I  am  speaking  about. 
When  I  mention  that  surveying  work  costs 
100  per  cent,  more  than  the  ordinary  scale 
of  fees  in  that  country,  although  it  is  lightly 
timbered,  and  simply  because  it  is  so  pre- 
cipitous and  hilly,  honorable  members  will 
understand  its  character.  Consequently,  I 
put  railway  construction  quite  out  of  the 
question .  Nobody  who  has  ever  been 
through  that  country  will  imagine  that  it 
is  practicable  to  build  a  railway  through  it 
without  tunnelling  pretty  well  the  whole 
distance.  It  is  scarcely  necessary,  there- 
fore, to  discuss  the  matter  from  that  stand- 
point. I  ask  those  honorable  members  who 
are  anxious  to  see  effect  given  to  the  spirit 
of  the  Constitution,  to  regard  it  from  that 
stand-point.  If  any  advantage  is  to  be 
gained  by  New  South  Wales  from  having 
the  Capital  established  in  her  midst,  that 


advantage  should  be  conceded  as  some  re- 
turn for  the  Parliament  having  met  in 
Melbourne  during  the  past  three  years. 
Whilst  I  admit  thaX  the  site  upon  the 
Upper  Murray  is  one  of  the  most  pic- 
turesque which  can  be  found,  and  that 
some  of  the  land  surrounding  it  is  very 
rich,  I  still  think  that  honorable  members 
who  speak  lightly  of  the  work  of  construct- 
ing a  railway  from  Tumut  to  Tooma,  have 
not  considered  the  real  difficulties  to  be 
encountered.  I  would  merely  point  out 
that  if  a  line  were  built  from  a  point 
situated  ten  miles  to  the  northern  side  of 
Tumut,  up  the  Gilmore  Creek,  and  then 
down  again,  it  would  be  rimning  pr^- 
tically  the  whole  time  upcxi  an  old  volcanic 
range.  At  one  time,  no  doubt,  there  was 
a  considerable  area  of  that  cotmtry,  but  it 
has  been  washed  away,  so  that  to-iay  only 
the  remains  of  the  old  volcanic  range  exist. 
Starting  from  an  altitude  of  i,oco  feet, 
it  would  be  necessary  for  any  railway 
which  might  be  built  to  rise  to  a  height  of 
3,270  feet. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Is  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  satisfied  that  that 
is  the  altitude  ? 

Mr.  CONROY. — I  am  accepting  the 
statemmt  of  Mr.  Chesterman.  When  I 
was  asked  s(»ne  question  in  regard  to  this 
matter  last  session,  I  said  that  the  altitude 
was  about  3,000  feet.  Mr.  Chesterman, 
however,  declares  that  the  height  of  the 
gap  above  sea-level  is  3,270  feet.  That 
altitude  was  taken  by  means  of  an  aneroid, 
and  would  probably  be  within  10  feet  of 
the  exact  height.  I  repeat  that  if  a  rail- 
way were  constructed  it  would  require  to 
rise  2,000  feet  in  the  short  distance  of 
twenty-five  miles,  and  to  fall  again  .  to 
the  same  extent  upon  the  other  side.  When 
I  tell  the  Committee  that  the  country  to 
be  traversed  is  all  of  a  volcanic  nature — 
that  it  is  practically  a  narrow  range — hon- 
orable members  will  understand  that  the 
work  would  present  difficulties  which,  whilst 
not  insuperable  to  an  engineer,  would  in- 
volve such  an  enormous  expenditure  as  would 
practically  place  it  outside  the  region  of 
probability. 

Mr.  DupALD  Thomson.— Would  it  not 
be  alwavs  a  slow  line? 

Mr.  CONROY.— 1  am  bound  to  say  that 
on  accotmt  of  the  cuttings  and  short  curves 
which  would  be  necessary  —  certainly  it 
would  be  impossible  to  have  more  than 
ten  chains  curves  — -  it  would  be  a 
very  slow  line  to  travel  uptm,  and  a  very 
expensive    one   to   cons^ract,  Swakin' 
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generally,  I  do  not  think  that  such  a  line 
could  be  built  for  less  than  the  estimated 
cost  of  constructing  a  railway  upcm  the 
Victorian  side.  I  know  that  some  time  ago 
a  rough  sur\-ey  was  made  of  a  railway 
seventy  miles  in  length,  starting  from  Tal- 
langat'ta,  and  that  its  cost  was  set  down  at 
;^i3,ooo  per  mile. 

Mt.  Skene. — I  was  informed  recentlv  by 
the  Railway  Department  that  it  could  now 
be  constructed  for  jC6,ooo  per  mile. 

Mr.  COXROY.— If  that  be  so,  all  I  can 
say  is  that  it  is  an  extremely  moderate  esti- 
mate. Personally,  I  would  prefer  to  accept 
the  figures  which'were  given  in  the  first  in- 
stance, because,  moderate  as  is  the  origi- 
nal estimate  in  connexion  with  a  railway, 
our  experience  is  that  it  is  invariably  ex- 
ceeded by  the  actual  expenditure. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — The  honorable  member 
is  referring  to  the  estimate  of  1884,  which 
is  known  as  our  "  boom  "  estimate.  It  has 
since  been  reduced  by  50  per  cent. 

Mr.  CONROY.— Of  course  the  honorable 
manber  knows  that  country  very  well, 
whereas  it  is  many  years  since  I  passed 
through  it.  Xevertheless,  I  think  that  such 
a  railway  would  be  fairly  expensive.  Even 
if  it  could  be  built  for  ^£13,000  per  mile 
I  am  confident  that  a  line  upon  the  other 
side  could  not  be  constructed  for  less  than 
double  that  amount. 

Mr.  Skene. — To  which  railway,  on  the 
other  side,  does  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  refer  ? 

Mr.  COXROY.— To  the  line  from  Ga- 
dara  Gap  via  the  Gilmore  Valley,  thence 
round  the  range  by  Laurel  Hill. 

Mr.  Skene. — Would  that  line  cost  more 
to  construct  than  the  other  ? 

Mr.  COXROY.— Undoubtedlv. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — One  horse  will  draw  15 
cwt.  in  a  team  from  Tumut  to  Tumberumba. 

Mr.  CONROY— The  fact  remains  that, 
within  a  distance  of  twenty-five  miles,  the 
railway  would  require  to  rise  2,000  feet, 
and  to  fall  again.  If  the  honorable  member 
can  overcome  that  difficulty  I  will  enter  into 
a  partnership  with  him,  and  we  shall  be 
able  to  revolutionize  the  carrying  trade  of 
the  world.  • 

Mr.  Skene. — There  is  a  railway  over  the 
Alps  in  Switzerland. 

Mr.  CONROY.— What  was  the  expendi- 
ture per  mile  upon  its  construction  ?  I  pre- 
sume that  the  honorable  member  does  not 
say  that  this  line  could  be  constructed  with- 
out tunnelling? 


Mr.  Skene. — I  should  tunnel  wherever 
th-3  gradient  rendered  it  necessary  to  do  so. 

Mr.  CONROY.— I  do  not  say  that  it  is 
impossible  to  construct  this  railway.  AH 
I  contend  is  that  it  is  impracticable,  be- 
cause of  the  expenditure  that  would  be 
incurred,  and  because  of  the  small  traffic 
which  it  would  carry. 

Mr.  Skene. — I  do  not  agree  with  the 
honorable  and  learned  member. 

Mr.  CONROY.— The  honorable  member 
will  find  scarcely  any  engineer  in  New  South 
Wales  or  Victoria  to  agree  with  him.  I 
would  further  point  out  that  if  this  Parlia- 
ment decides  to  acquire  any  area  along  the 
border  of  Victoria,  or  any  other  State,  it 
will  be  doing  something  which  section  123 
of  the  Constitution  clearly  prohibits  it  from 
doing.    That  section  provides — 

The  Parliament  of  the  Commoawealth  may,  'with 
the  consent  of  the  Parliament  of  a  State  and  the 
approval  of  the  majority  of  the  electors  of  a 
State,  voting  upon  the  question,  increase,  diminish 
or  otherwise  alter  the  limits  of  the  State  uj^jn 
such  terms  and  conditioss  as  may  be  agreed  on, 
and  may,  with  the  like  consent,  make  provision 
respecting  the  effect  ud  operaticni  of  any  increase 
or  diminution,  ot  alteration  of  territory  in  rela- 
tion to  any  State  affected. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  it  was  never  con- 
templated that  any  alteration  should  be 
effected  in  the  boundaries  of  a  State.  In 
any  case,  we  could  not  do  what  has  been 
suggested  without  first  getting  the  consent 
of  the  Parliament  of  New  South  Wales ; 
and,  secondly,  the  approval  of  its  people. 
Nearly  twelve  months  ago  I  pointed  this  out 
•o  the  House  wh^  a  proposal  was  submitted 
to  extend  the  Federal  territory  from  the 
Murrumbidgee  to  the  Murray.  The  more 
I  have  considered  the  matter  since,  the  more 
confirmed  have  I  beoxne  in  my  opinion. 
Last  night  the  honorable  member  for  South 
Sydney  also  pointed  out  the  effect  of  that 
provision.  We  can  only  overcome  that 
section  by  refusing  to  extcnid  our  boundary 
to  the  Murray  

Mr.  Skene.— By  making  a  chain  road 

between. 

Mr.  CONROY.— As  the  honorable  mem- 
ber says,  by  making  a  chain  road  between. 
If  we  did  anything  of  that  character,  we 
should  conclusively  show  that  we  were 
violating  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  If 
we  left  a  strip  of  land  between  the  Vic- 
torian border  and'  the  Federal  territory*,  it 
would  clearly  demonstrate  that  we  were  con- 
travening the  spirit  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— If  we  left  such 
a  strip  of  land,  it  would/^ jiwj^  that  the 
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Federal  territory  wai  hemmed  in  by  New 
South  Wales. 

Mr.  CONROY. — I  am  certain  that  it  is 
bevond  our  power  to  alter  the  limits  of  any 
State.  The  Constitutioa  distinctly  declares 
that  we  cannot  increase  the  area  of  a  State. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Neither  caa  we  diminish 

"'Mr.  COXROY.— If  we  touched  the 
boundary  we  should  also  diminish  the  limits 
of  the  State. 

Mr.  McLean. — Even  if  we  selected  a 
silt  in  the  centre  of  the  State  we  should 
alter  its  limits. 

Mr.  CONROY.— I  am  sure  that  if  the 
honorable  member  consults  members  of  the 
legal  profession  he  will  find  that  my  state- 
ment is  well  founded.    I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  High  Court  would  place  this  in- 
terpretation en  the  provision.    The  word- 
ing of  section  123  is  so  clear  that  it  can- 
not be  avoided.    It  was  for  that  reason 
that  it  did  not  appear  to  me  that  we  oi^;ht 
to  enter  into  the  question  of  the  selection  of 
TocBua  as  fully  as  we  otherwise  might  have 
done.    A  certain  price  has  been  paid  by 
New  South  Wales  to  secure  the  alvantage 
of  having  the  Capital  within   its  boun- 
daries. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^A  certain  price? 

Mr.  CONROY.— Yes;  the  price  paid 
was  that  the  Parliament  should  meet  at 
Melbourne  until  tBe  establishment  of  the 

Federal  Capital. 

Mr.  McLean. — Victoria  has  paid 
;£7o,ooo  for  that  privilege. 

Mr.  CONROY.— I  do  not  propose  to 
discuss  that  question,  because  I  have  from 
the  first  held  that  such  a  provision  should 
not  have  been  placed  in  the  bond.    It  is 
in  the  Cbnslituticm,  however,  and  we  have 
to  deal  with  things  as  they  are.    We  must 
recognise  the  compact,  not  as  we,  in  the 
light  of  the  fuller  experience  of  to-day, 
would  have  made  it,  but  as  agreed  to  by 
the  two  great  contracting  parties.    I  ask 
that  it  should  be  as  far  as  possible  car- 
ried out.    In  mv  opinion,  Tooma  is  not 
an  accessible  site,  and  many  years  must 
elapse  before  it  will  be  connected  with 
the  railway  system  of  the  State.  Accessi- 
bility is  one  of  the  chief  factors  to  be  con- 
'    ndered  in  malcing  a  selection,  and  the  only 
I    reason  why  I  do  not  place  Dalgety  first  in 
the  list  in  this  respect  is  that,. while  some 
honorable  members  say  that  it  will  be  con- 
nected with  the  Victorian  railway  system 
hv  a  railway  line  running  from  Baimsdale, 
it  does  not  seem  to  me  that  such  a  railway 
is  within  the  realm  of  practicable  work. 

I 

[ 


Mr.  PoYNTON. — ^Why  put  accessibility 
first? 

Mr.  CONROY.— I  deem  it  to  be  the 
first  consideration,  and  shall  give  my  rea- 
sons for  that  belief.  If  the  Capital  be  not 
established  in  a  re&dily  accessible  position 
the  whole  of  the  correspon dence  of  the 
Commonwealth  will  be  delayed  sometimes 
for  half-a-day,  or  more.  Are  we  to  subject 
the  people  to  this  disabilit}-,  merely  because 
honorable  members  have  a  love  of  the  artis- 
tic, and  are  anxious  to  be  able,  on  leaving 
Parliament  House  after  their  day's  labour, 
to  survey  some  beauty  spot  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ?  We  are  not  to  make  a  selection 
from  a  purely  artistic  point  of  view.  Art 
arises  only  when  a  nation  has  reached  a 
high  stage  of  civilization,  and  our  first  con- 
sideration should  be  the  interests  of  the 
great  bplk  of  the  people. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — Are  we  to  legislate  for 
the  convenience  of  legislators,  or  for  the 
convenience  of  the  pe(^le  ? 

Mr.  CONROY.— We  certainly  ought  not 
to  study  the  mere  convenience  of  hemorable 
members.  I  for  one  have  no  desire  to  consi- 
der the  interests  of  legislators  by  voting  for 
the  selection  of  a  site  merely  because  it  would 
be  a  pleasant,  pretty,  and  ccsnfortable  place 
in  which  to  reside.    My  idea  of  a  Legisla- 
ture is  that  it  should  be  composed  of  a 
body  of  men  who  meet  together  for  the 
purposes  of  business.    If  they  can  carry 
on  the  business  of  the  coimtry,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  devote  a  certain  degree  of  atten- 
tion to  artistic  surroundings,  well  and  good ; 
but  mere  beauty  of  surroundings  should  not 
be  the  main  factor  in  the  determination 
of  this  question.    One  of  the  reasons  why 
I  have  a  liking  for  Dalgety  is  that  it  is 
fairly  accessible,  and  that  if  it  were  se- 
lected, New  South  Wales  would  have  no 
serious  cause  of  complaint,  because  she 
would  be  called  upon  to  construct  only  a 
very  short  line,  forming  part  of  a  railway 
of  which  the  State  Parliament  has  already 
practically    approved     The  selection  of 
that  site  would  therefore  not  be  open  to 
the  same  objection  as  would  attach  to  the 
choosing  of  one  of  the  other  suggested 
sites  which  the  New  South  Wales  Parlia- 
ment has  never  even  thought  of  connecting 
with  the  railway  system  of  the  State.  If 
we  consider  Dalgety  from  the  point  of  view 
of  water  supply,  it  unquestitmably  stands 
before  Tocxna,  or  any  other    site.  No 
doubt  Tooma  possesses  a  fairly  good  water 
supply,  but  its  climate  is  practically  the 
same  as  that  of  Table  Top,  a  site  which 
has  already  been  rejected^-  this  Itouse. 
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Mr.  Kennedy. — ^Who  says  that  it  is  the 
same? 

Mr.  CONROY.— I  do,  and  the  honorable 
member  knows  that  my  statement  is  correct. 
Mr.  Kennedy.— It  is,  eighty  miles  nearer 

the  snow  line. 

Mr.  CONROY. — Its  elevation  is  stMne- 
what  less  than  that  of  Table  Top.  Albury 
is  situated  in  a  valley,  and  Welaregang  is 
just  at  the  entrance  to  it.  I  may  tell  the 
honorable  member  that  maize  and  pumpkins 
and  tobacco  will  grow  fairly  well  in  the 
valley.  Tumut  is  also  a  place  at  which 
tobacco  might  be  grown,  but  at  certain 
seasons  the  climate  is  not  that  which  one 
would  select  as  the  most  desirable.  I 
pointed  this  out  when  the  matter  was  under 
consideration  last  session,  but  my  remarks 
were  not  treated  as  being  worthy  of  that 
attention  which  I  thought  they  ought  to  re- 
ceive. Subsequently  a  number  of  honorable 
members  visited  Tumut,  and  (xi  that  occa- 
sion fotmd  the  weather  so  hot  that  most 
of  them  have  sirK:e  told  me  that  my  descrip- 
tion of  it  was  a  perfectly  fair  one.  We 
know  that  that  one  visit  caused  a  number 
of  honorable  members  to  change  their 
opinion  as  to  the  suitability  of  that  site. 
If  honorable  members  visit  Welaregang,  or 
any  part  of  the  Upper  Murray  district,  they 
will  find  that  the  valley  is  very  close  during 
the  summer  season.  I  spent  some  time  in 
the  district,  and  found  no  different  be- 
tween the  climate  there  and  that  of  Tumut. 
The  mountains  are  nearer  Welaregang  than 
Tumut,  but  both  places  are  situated  in  a 
valley,  and  during  the  summer  it  is  very 
close. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. —  One  trip  to 
Welaregang  would  have  the  same  effect  on 
honorable  members  as  the  inspection  of 
Tumut  had  upon  those  who  formed  the  par- 
liamentary party. 

Mr.  COXROY.— They  will  find  it  ex- 
tremely close  at  night.  That  was  my  ex- 
perience, although  I  slept  in  a  tent. 

Mr.  Page. — The  same  statement  would 
apply  to  Melbourne. 

Mr.  CONROY.— In  some  respects  that 
is  so. 

Mr.  PovNTON. — It  would  certainly  be 
true  of  Sydney. 

Mr.  CONROY.— Quite  so;  I  should  not 
have  mentioned  the  point  but  for  the  fact 
that  a  number  of  honorable  members 
visited  Welaregang  at  the  most  fararable 
time  of  the  year. 


Mr.  Fowler. — It  was  raining  during  ou 
inspection;  there  was  not  much  pleasur 
about  the  trip. 

Mr.  CONROY.— I  ha\-e  referred  to  th 
climate  at  Tooma,  beca"se  it  has  been  sui; 
gested  that  it  is  perfect. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^I'here  is  not  rau'! 
wrong  with  any  of  the  sites,  so  far  as  cli 
mate  is  concerned. 

Mr.  CONROY.— I  confess  that,  hai 
there  been  a  ready  means  of  cmnmuni 
tion  with  Dalgety,  I  should  have  been  dis 
posed  to  favour  its  selection,  although 
should  have  thought  that  in  choosing  it  w 
might,  perhaps,  be  going  a  little  beyon< 
the  spirit  of  the  bond. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — It  is  only  thirty  miie 
from  Cooma. 

Mr.  CONROY.— Yes.  The  ronstni. 
tion  of  a  line  to  Dalgety  has,  I  have  al 
ready  mentimied,  been  approved  by  tl> 
State  Parliament;  but  when  the  bend  m." 
entered  into  it  was  never  imagined  tha 
New  South  Wales  would  be  called  upon  1 
construct  a  railway  line  to  the  Feden 
Capital.  No  exception  could  be  taken  o 
ihat  ground,  however,  to  the  selection  0 
Dalgety,  because  I  feel  satisfied  that 
lailway  will  be  constructed  to  it  as  part  0 
a  scheme  to  eventually  connect  Bombal 
with  the  State  railway  system.  Therefoi 
the  objection  which  I  have  to  the  selectio 
of  Tooma  does  not  apply  to  Dalgety.  Bui 
in  spite  of  the  last-named  site  being  pre 
eminent  in  the  matter  of  water  supply, 
think  that  it  labours  umier  other  disabiliti« 
which  debar  its  selection.  Honorable  men 
hers  coming  from  Victoria  to  the  Federi 
Capital  would  have,  for  scores  of  years.  1 
travel  on  the  main  line  as  far  as  Goulbun 
and  then  to  travel  by  the  branch  line  1 
Cooma, 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Not  for  scores  1 
years. 

Mr.  CONROY.— I  am  afraid  thai  '.vou| 
be  the  case.  I  do  not  think  that  if  Dal 
gety  were  selected  a  railway  line  would  I 
constructed,  in  our  time,  from  Bairnsdal 
over  the  mountains  to  the  Federal  Capital 

Mr.  Page. — ^What  would  be  ths  cost  \ 
such  a  line? 

Mr.  CONROY.— Over  ;^20,ooo  per  mil 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  should  like  1 
have  a  contract  to  make  it  at  that  rate.  I 

Mr.  CONROY.— I  could  make  suchj 
contract  pay,  provided  that  I  should  not  I 
called  unon  to  run  any  engines  over  the  liii 

Mr.  Page. — Does  not  the  honorable  mei 
her  think  that  ^^20,000  a  mile  would  1 
quite  sufficient  to  cover  i]ie  cost  ? 
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Mr.  CONROY. — Many  railways  have 
oost  double  that  amount  per  mile.  I  think 
it  would  be  cheaper  in  the  long  run  to  pay 
even  more  than  ;t*0'0oo  a  mile  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  line,  in  order  to  secure  a 
thoroughly  reliable  one.  If  the  line  were 
well  built,  a  saving  would  be  ^ected  both 
in  speed  and  haulage. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — What  is  the  greatest 
height  over  which  a  railway  line  from 
Baimsdale  would  have  to  be  carried? 

Mr.  CONROY.— It  is  not  so  much  <»ie 
height*  as  a  suo^ion  of  rises,  that  would 
have  to  be  surmounted,  whilst  the  small 
rivers  running  down  to  the  coast  would  also 
have  to  be  bridged.  If  Lyndhurst  were 
selected,  no  expense  would  be  incurred  in 
the  matter  of  railway  construction,  and  that 
in  itself  is  a  very  important  factc^.  I 
agree  with  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan,  who  said  that  the  climate  of  Lynd- 
hurst was  probably  better  than  that  of  any 
of  the  other  sites. 

Sir  John  Fobkest. — I  do  not  think  I 
said  that.  I  said  that  they  were  about 
equal. 

Mr.  CONROY.— Then  I  will  take  it  at 
that.  I  would  draw  the  attention  of  honor- 
able members,  who  are  anxious  to  secure 
closer  settlement  in  the  Federal  territory, 
to  the  fact  that  the  area  of  good  land  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Lyndhurst  is  cer- 
tainly greater  than  in  the  vicinity  of 
Dalgety. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — Is  there  any  good  land 
around  Dalgety? 

Mr.  CONROY.— Some  of  the  land  in 
the  neighbourhood  is  good. 

Mr.  KENNEt>v. — A  few  garden  patches. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — There  are  two 
stations  in  the  district,  which  ccnnprise 
loo^ooo  acres  of  good  land.  Are  they 
garden  patches? 

Mr.  CONROY. — It  has  been  pointed  out 
that,  so  far  as  good  land  is  concerned,  a 
greater  area  can  be  obtained  here  than  at 
any  of  the  other  sites.  The  report  of  the 
right  hcsiorable  member  for  Swan  was  an 
extremely  fair  one,  that  gentleman  appear- 
ing to  be  absolutely  free  from  prejudice  or 
bias.  There  is  another  reasm  why  Lynd- 
hurst may  be  very  favorably  considered. 
I  think  that  the  right  honorable  member 
for  Swan  will  agree  that  at  Lyndhurst 
there  could  be  obtained  a  far  better  water 
supply  than  would  appear  from  the  reports. 
The  supply  has  been  put  at  the  low  esti- 
mate of  8  per  cent.,  but  this  was  only  cal- 
culated on  the  rainfall  of  Lyndhurst  itself. 
On  the  true  catchment  area,  above  Lynd- 


hurst, the  rainfall,  I  should  say,  is  nearly 
10  inches  more  than  at  the  township.  The 
estimate  of  8  per  cent,  is,  in  my  opinion, 
extremely    moderate,    in    view'  of  the 

allowance  of  32  per  cent.  at  Yan 
Yean,  and  50  per  cent.  at  Pros- 
pect. I  am  informed,  however,  that 
the  rain  gauges  are  not  numerous  enough 
to  afford  a  thoroughly  accurate  record  ;  and, 
therefore,  I  would  place  the  estimate  at 
half,  or  25  per  cent.,  which  should  give 
an  enormously  increased  number  of  gallons 
over  the  estimates  which  have  been  sup- 
plied. It  seems  to  me  that,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, Lyndhurst  offers  many  advan- 
tages in  the  matter  of  climate,  accessibility, 
and  good  soil ;  and  I  do  not  know  what 
further  advantages  are  required.  I  cannot 
say  that  I  agree  with  honorable  members 
who  favour  Tooma  simply  because  of  the 
picturesqueness  of  the  locality.  If  honor- 
able members  wish  to  have  merely  a  plea- 
sure resort,  it  would  be  far  better  for  them 
to  advocate  that  site  merely  on  that  ground, 
and  not  attempt  to  show  that  it  is  a  place 
suitable  for  the  transaction  of  parliamen- 
tary business. 

Mr.  Carpenter. — That  is  only  one  of 
the  claims  on  behalf  of  Tooma.' 

Mr.  CONROY.— But  in  all  other  re- 
spects Tooma  seems  to  fall  behind  the 
other  sites.  It  certainly  is  not  very  mxpe- 
sible. 

Mr.  Carpenter. — It  can  be  approaclied 
up  the  Murray  Valley  quite  easily. 

Mr.  CONROY.— I  have  already  dealt 
with  that  aspect  of  the  suitability  of  the 
Tooma  site.  Under  the  circimistances, 
there  appear  to  be  only  Dalgety  and  Lynd- 
hurst from  which  we  may  make  a  choice. 
The  Federal  Capital  ought  to  be  on  the 
main  railway  line  between  Sydney  and  Mel- 
bourne— it  should  be  as  accessible  as  pos- 
sible. Although  Melbourne  presents  all 
the  attractions  of  a  city,  we  do  not  find 
that  mrabers  of  the  Commonwealth  Pai 
liament  make  their  homes  here. 

Mr,  Tudor. — ^What  site  does  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  regard  as  the 
best? 

Mr.  CONROY.— I  have  just  said  that 
the  Federal  Capital  ought  to  be  on  the 
main  line;  but,  as  the  question  has  been 
put^  to  me,  I  may  say  that,  in  my  opinion, 
a  site  near  Lake  Ge(»ge  couldi  at  a  mode- 
rate expense,  have  been  made  suitable. 

Mr.  Page.— What  about  Yass? 

Mr.  CONROY.— That  site  is  also  on  the 
main  line,  and  Mr.  Oliver,  after  careful 
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consideration,  placed  it  first  in  his  estima- 
ticHi. 

Mr.  Page. — ^Then  why  does  the  hcoor- 
aiAc  and  learned  mesid>er  not  advocate 
Yass? 

Mr.  CONROY.— Because  Yass  happens 
to  be  in  my  electorate,  and  were  I  to  ad- 
vocate it,  honorable  members  might  think 
that  I  was  particularly  interested.    I  have 
drawn  attention  to  the  advantages  of  Yass, 
and  we  have  the  reports  of  the  Commis- 
sioners ;  and  it  is  not  for  me  to  attempt  to 
unduly     influence     honorable  members. 
There  is  no  duubt  that,  failing  Dalgety  or 
Lyndhurst,  we  might  fall  back  on  a  place 
like  Yass,  which  is  within  easy  reach  of 
che  two  great  Capital  cities,  and  is  a  place 
where  the  mails  can  be  deli\'ered  every  day 
without  delay.     This  matter  of  mail  de- 
livery is  most  important.     There  wiil  be  a 
large  amount  of  business  at  the  Federal 
Capital,  owing  to  the  concentraticwi  of  pub- 
lic offices ;  and  there  ought  to  be  no  more 
delay  than  is  actually  necessary  in  the  de- 
livery of  the  mails.      Even  in  Melbourne 
we  find  complaints  on  this  score;  but  to 
go  to  a  place  where  there  might  be  further 
delay  would  only  be  to  create  anothercauseof 
dissatisfaction.  Once  the  Capital  is  chosen, 
difficulties  of  the  nature  I  am  now  indicat- 
ing could  not  be  removed.    If  it  is  neces- 
sary to  have  a  picturesque  site,  we  might 
go  to  Lake  George,  a  site  which,  as  I  have 
already  said,  could  be  made  acceptable  at 
a  very  moderate  expenditure.    In  addition, 
Lake  George  would  have  the  advantage  of 
a  harbor  like  Jervis  Bay,  which  is  the  best 
on  the  whole  coast  of  Australia,  with  the 
exception  of  Port  Jackson.    For  these  rea- 
sons, if  there  is  any  difficulty,  some  com- 
promise might  be  arranged ;  and,  e^'en  at 
this  late  stage,  we  ought  to  bear  in  mind 
that  accessibility  is  the  main  consideration. 
Parliament  will  meet  at  the  Federal  Capi- 
tal for  the  purpose  of  very  serious  busi- 
ness, and  it  would  l>e  wrong  to  make  the 
selectitHi  with  regard  merely  to  picturesque- 
ness.     We  must  first  consider  accessibility 
and  centrality ;  and  having  these  assured, 
we   ought    (o    select   the   most  pleasant 
spot  available.   It  is  unfortunate  that  when 
honorable  members  \isited   Lake  George 
there   had   been   a   very   severe  drought 
throughout  Australia,  and  the  lake  was  dry  ; 
but  similar  conditions  had  not  prevailed 
since  the  years  1837-9,  when  a  drought  of 
similar  magnitude  occurred.    So  far  as  I 
can  learn,  though  I  do  not  commit  mvself 
to  this  statement,  there  is  a  feasible  scheme 
for  con^'eying  water  into  Lake  George,  and 
thus  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  drying  up. 


\lx.  Fisher. — That  is  a  very  difficult 
question  to  determioe. 

Mr.  CONROY. — In  the  meantime,  we 
might  easily  get  a  report,  and  thus  place 
honorable  members  in  a  much  better  posi- 
tion to  decide  than  they  are  in  at  present 
in  regard  to,  say,  Tooma. 

Mr.  Fisher. — The  greiUest  engineers 
have  been  mistaken  on  such  points. 

Mr.  CONROY.— It  is  a  matter  of  levels. 
I  have  been  assured  that  the  levels  taken 
are  absolutely  correct,  and  it  has  Seen  re- 
ported by  our  own  Commissioners  that  a 
gravitation  water  supply  could  be  arranged 
to  feed  the  lake.  That,  however,  is  a  point 
on  which  I  do  not  wish  to  dwell  too  much. 
What  I  desire  to  anphasize  is  that  in  our 
eagerness  for  the  picturesque  or  the  artistic 
we  are  getting  away  from  the^usefuL  If 
honorable  members  are  not  'disposed  to 
spend  the  whole  of  their  time  in  Melbourne, 
it  would  be  even  more  difficult  to  induce 
them  to  stay  in  a  place  where  there  are  not 
the  advantages  of  a  city.  For  many  years 
the  Federal  Capital  must  be  very  little  more 
than  a  village.  We  must  bear  in  mind 
that  the  Constitution  distinctly  shows  that 
whatever  State  advantage  may  attacii 
to  the  determination  of  this  ques- 
tion should  be  conferred  on  New  South 
Wales;  and  the  fact  that  as  a  price  of 
Federation  New  South  Wales  was  asked 
to  give  up  the  claims  of  the  capital  city  of 
the  mother  State  to  be  the  place  of  meeting 
of  the  first  Federal  Parliament,  alone 
shows  that  every  consideration  should  be 
given  to  that  State.  If  we  exclude  Yass 
and  Lake  George,  we  have  Dalgety  and 
Lyndhurst  left ;  but  I  trust  that,  even  at 
this  late  stace,  the  two  former  sites  will 
receive  considers lirai. 

Mr.  FOWLER  (Perth).— I  am  one  who 
believes  that  we  should  not  only  consider 
the  letter,  but  also  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution. I  am  unable,  howe^'er,  to  follow 
the  arguments  of  some  of  the  representa- 
tives from  New  South  Wales  in  their  con- 
tention that  the  proposed  Federal  Capital 
should  be  as  near  Sydney  as  the  Constitu- 
tion permits.  So  far  as  I  can  remember, 
the  request  by  New  South  Wales  that  the 
Federal  Capital  should  be  within  her 
territorv  was  almost  entirely  sentimental. 
It  was  not  possible,  as  was  apparent  dur- 
ing the  Convention  debates,  that  the 
mother  city  of  Australia,  Sydney,  should 
be  the  Capital  of  the  Commonwealth.  The 
concession  that  the  Capital  should  be  in 
New  South  Wales  was  merelv  made,  be- 
cause of  the  feeling  of  the' New  South 
Wales  people  that  the  oldes  State  ishould 
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be  honoured  in  that  respect.      I  believe 
that  the  Federal  Capital  should  not  be  es-  I 
tablished  in  one  of  the  large  commercial  , 
or  industrial  centres.    In  that  respect  both  | 
Sydney  and  Melboume  have  been  put  out  of  ^ 
the  qiuatifxi,  and  very  wisely  so.    Those  of  1 
us  who  have  been  members  of  the  Federal  • 
Parliament  from  its  inception,  must  have  < 
found  at  various  times  that  our  presence 
in  this  large  industrial   and  oxnmercial 
centre  has  not  always  been  fraught  with 
the  best  results  to  legislation.    No  matter 
where  we  go,  if  we  settle  in  a  large  Indus-  ' 
trial  centre,  it  will  be  found  that  the  same  ' 
circumstances  will  surround  the  making  of  j 
legislaticm.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  two 
countries  whose  oonditions  most  nearly  re- 
semble our  own — namely,  the  United  States 
and  Canada — have  both  been  amnpelled  to 
remore    their   capitals    from    the  large 
centres  to   what   appeared   at   the  time 
of  the  removal  to  be  remote  villages.  The 
people  of  the  United  States  were  obliged 
to  remove  their  capital  first  from  Philadel-  1 
phia,  and  latterly  from  New  York,  to  a  ] 
situation  that  was  denounced  at  the  time 
as  being  absolutely  in  the  wilderness,  and 
inaccessible.   Again  the  people  of  Canada 
were  Gompelled,  by  force  of  circumstances 
— the  particular  circumstance  immediately  ! 
operative  being  no  less  than  the  burning  of 
Parliament  buildings  by  an  excited  mob 
— to  remove  from  Montreal  to  the  present 
position  at  Ottawa.    Those  who  consider 
what  the  surroundings  of  a  legislative  body 
ought  to  be,  will  not,  I  believe,  have  any 
hesitation  in  adt^ting  the  wise  view  tak«i 
by  those   who   drew   up   our  Constitu- 
tion, which  requires  the  Federal  Capital  to 
be  somewhere  other  than  in  one  of  our  large 
cities.   In  determining  this  question  we  ha\*e 
— more  perhaps  than  in  regard  to  any  other 
question  whidi  we  have  yet  discussed — a 
\"ery  great  responsibility  indeed  devolving 
upon    us.     Any     legislation     that  we 
have    yet    enacted    can    be    altered  by 
this   Parliament.     Alterations   would  ne- 
cessitate no  great  sacrifices ;  and.   as  a 
matter  of  fact,  any  modification  of  any  of 
our  existing  Acts  would  be  undertakni  by 
this  Parliament  with  very  little  hesitation. 
But  if  we  dcdde  upon  the  Federal  Capital, 
and  the  necessary  work  is  undertaken ;  and 
if  by-and-by  we  remove  to  the  selected 
place  and  establish  the  Seat  of  Government 
there,  the  chances  are  that  we  shall  have 
taken  an  irrevocable  step  in  the  history  of 
Australia.    However  unwise  the  choice  may  j 
have  been,  it  will  be  cme  that  in  all  proba-  | 
bility  the  people  of  the  Ccnnmonwealth 


will  have  to  abide  by.  Therefore,  we  ought 
to  be  particularly  careful  to  make  the 
best  choice  possible.  I  regret  a  good  many 
of  the  arguments  that  have  been  put  for- 
ward ;  they  have  been  too  provincial.  The 
honorable  mnnber  for  Robertson  inciden- 
tally referred  to  the  position  of  the  Western 
Australian  members  in  this  Parliament,  and 
made  the  astounding  statement  that  those 
members  were  in  some  way  responsible  foi 
the  burden  of  taxation  which  New  South 
Wales  at  present  has  to  carry.  That  state- 
ment does  not  require  any  refutation  from 
me.  Those  who  wish  to  have  a  refutation  of 
it  will  find  it  in  the  pages  of  Hansard,  wher 
the  Tariff  was  being  discussed.  I  think  1 
can  claim  for  myself,  and  fw  the  other  re- 
presentatives of  the  Western  State,  that  wt 
approadt  this  question  with  minds  abso- 
lutely free  from  any  State  prejudice,  or 
any  cwisideration  of  conserving  State  in- 
terests. It  is  a  very  good  thing  indeed 
for  the  Commonwealth  that  we  are  able 
to  approach  the  questiwi  in  that  way ,. 
and  I  can  only  regret  that  our  numbers  are 
not  stronger,  so  as  to  (X)unteract  what  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  the  provincial  spirit  mani- 
fested by  s(Hne  htaiorable  members — a  spirit 
which  ma^  operate  to  the  detriment  of 
the  best  mterests  of  the  ComnxHiwealth. 
It  has  been  argued  that  the  first 
consideration  ought  to  be  accessibilitv.  I 
am  imable  to  adopt  that  view.  I '  have 
mentioned  that  Washington  was  selected  as 
the  site  for  the  capital  of  the  United  States 
against  the  wishes  of  a  large  number  of 
people  residing  in  the  large  centres  of 
population.  I  hold  in  my  hand  an  ex 
tract  from  a  document  that  will  be  found 
amongst  the  papers  of  the  United  States 
Senate.  It  was  printed  in  1889,  and 
forms  portion  of  a  report  of  a  committee  of 
the  Columbia  Historical  Society  upon  the 
question  of  the  transfer  of  the  Federal 
Capital  to  the  Columbian  territory.  It 
says — 

The  national  capital  was  created  in  the  wil- 
deraeu  one  hundred  years  ago.  Its  mrignific=nt 
distances  were  once  a  name  of  thougiitless  ridi- 
cule, but  are  none  too  ample  for  i  throngin>» 
'population  io  sn  age  when  distance  ahnost 
annihilated. 

Washington,  as  we  all  know,  is  no  Imger 
inaccessible. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  passage  is 
poetry  ;  it  is  not  prose. 

Mr.  FOWLER.— If  it  be  poetry,  it  is 
the  production  of  a  very  prosaic  offnmittee, 
and  is  simply  an  indication  of  the  fact  that 
statesmen  will  occasionally  rise  even  to  the 
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poetic  level.    A  hundred  years  hence,  if  an 
Australian  Capital  is  established  on  some 
iunburnt  uninteresting  plain,  such  as  is  being 
argued  for  on  the  mere  ground  of  accessi- 
bility, I  can  imagine  people  who  are  com- 
pelled to  traverse  that  part  of  the  country, 
asking  in  astonishment  what  the  reascms 
were  for    making    that    miserable  little 
village     the     Capital     site.      I  can 
imagine  also  their  disgust  on  being  informed 
that  what  determined  the  selection  was 
proximity  to  an  existing  railway  line.  I 
should  say  that  of  itself  would,  in  the 
eyes  of  future  generations  of  Australia,  be 
a  suflScient  condemnation  of  this  Parlia- 
ment.   I  for  one  am  not  inclined  to  adopt 
the  idea  that  accessibility  should  be  the 
first  consideration.    It  is  merely  a  tm- 
|»rary  ccnisideration  at  the  very  best.  Al- 
though some  honorable  members  have  re- 
ferred scornfully  to  the  necessity  for  having 
flying  machines  to  reach  some  of  the  sug- 
gested Capital  sites,  I  would  remind  them 
that  perhaps  in  another  hundred  years  fly- 
ing machines  may  be  just  as  common  as 
bicvcles,  and  that  members  of  the  Common- 
wealth Parliament  may  be  wending  their 
way  to  and  from  the  Capital  on  flying 
machines,  with  much  less  danger  to  the 
lieges  than  is  at  present  occasioned  by  the 
progress  of  some  of  the  members  of  this 
House  through  the  streets  of  Melbourne  on 
their  motor-cars.    I  regard  other  oonsidem- 
tions  as  of  much  more  importance  than 
accessibility.    Although  I  may  be,  and  fre- 
quently am,  put  down  as  a  very  prosaic  in- 
dividual, and  as  belonging  to  a  very  mat- 
ter-of-fact race,  I  certainly  am  one  of  those 
who  think  that  scenery  and  natural  en- 
vironment in  a  Capital  city  ought  to  be  a 
very  important  consideration  indeed.  We 
are  told  that  if  we  require  scenery,  and  a 
beautiful   natural   environment,  those  re- 
quirements will  trtke  us  amongst  the  moun- 
tains.   Proximity  to  mountains  is,  in  the 
opinion  of  some  honorable  members,  sufTi- 
cient  to  put  any  site  out  of  court.    Tlut  I 
am  not  sure  but  that  our  duty  as  a  national 
Parliament  lies  in  the  direction  of  establish- 
ing the  Federal  Capital — other  things  being' 
equal — in  mountainous  territory.    I  will 
give  my  reasons  for  thinking  sa  Australia 
is  usually  regarded  as  a  flat  coimtry.  The 
more  densely  populated  portions  of  Austra- 
lia are  undoubtedly  flat  districts.    But  an 
entirely  erroneous  impression  of  Australia 
as  a   whole   is  conveyed   in   this  way. 
We  have  mountainous   districts   of  very 
considerable    extent    indeed ;    and  you 
would  not  have  to  draw  a  radius  to  any 
2ir.  Fowler. 


great  distance  from  Kosciusko  as  a  centre 
to  include  a  mountainous  territory  equal  to 
the  whole  of  Switzerland.  I  think  that 
any  one  who  has  read  histcwy  will 
admit  very  willingly  the  part  which  the 
people  of  mountainous  countries  have  played 
in  the  struggle  for  independence,  and  in  the 
general  advance  of  civilization.  It  seems 
to  me,  indeed,  that  if  we  leave  out  of  con- 
sideration the  work  done  by  thosr 
nations  who  inhabit  mountainous  coui\ 
tries,  we  disregard  very  much  of  what 
has  tended  to  the  enlightenment  and 
the  freedom  that  we  now  enjoy. 
If  that  is  so,  it  is  a  very  fair  argum«it  that 
almost  a  duty  lies  upon  this  naticHial  Par- 
liament to  do  something  towards  <^>ening 
up  our  mountainous  country,  and  planting 
there  a  population  which  will  have  the 
characteristics  of  those  races  who  live  in 
such  surroundings.  It  is  no  mere  accident 
that  the  people  of  these  mountainous  coun- 
tries possess  exceptional  qualities. 

Mr.  Robins  ON.-r-Is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber referring  to  the  Scotch  ? 

Mr.  FOWLER. — I  am  not  at  present  re- 
ferring to  any  people  in  particular.  I 
am  able  to  give  many  more  instances  in 
support  of  what  I  say  than  the  one  which 
the  honorabtle  and  learned  member  men- 
tions.    Examples  are  to  be  seen  all  over 
the    world.      If    we    take    the  people 
of     Norway,    of    Switzerland,    of  the 
mountainous   region    in    the  magnificent 
little    country     of     Montenegro,  and 
lastly,    but    by    no    means    least,  if 
we    take    the    peop  le   of    Scotland,  we 
shall  find  characteristics  in  the  people  of 
each  of  those  nationalities  that  seem  speci- 
ally to  belong  to  races  who  inhabit  a  moun- 
tainous country— a  sturdy  independence,  a 
love  of  freedom,  a  virility  which  is  not 
found  in  the  same  degree  amongst  races 
who   inhabit  flat    areas.     Let    us  take 
the  description  of  the  Bengalee,  which  is 
to  be  found  in  Macaulay's  magnificent  es- 
say, and  compare  it  with  the  well  known 
character  of  the  Gourkahs  of  Nepaul.  We 
shall  find  a  direct  antithesis  in  the  charac- 
teristics of  those  two  races.     They  belong 
unquestionably  to  the  same  type,  but  the 
one  race  inhabiting  the  flat,  low-lying  dis- 
tricts of  Bengal  is  but  a  miserable  sample 
of   humanity,  while   the   Gourkahs  are 
noted  as  possessing  some  of  the  finest  cha- 
racteristics to  be  found  in  any  section  of 
humanity.     I  think  that  at  the  present 
time  we  have  a  particularly  favorable  op- 
portunity to  open  up  and  settle  the  moun- 
tainous country  of  Australia.    If  we  can 
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obtain  what  we  require  in  those  districts, 
and  if  we  can  succeed  in  attracting  popu 
iation  to  them,  I,  for  one,  will  very  readily 
put   aside  all  other  considerations.  The 
mere  question  of  accessibility,  viewed  in 
that  light,  is  reduced  to  very  unimportant 
dimensions  indeed.    If,  in  addition  to  this 
consideration  we  can  secure  natural  beauty, 
a  magniacent   water  supply,  and  sploi- 
ditl     soil,  I    take    it     that     we  have 
very  weighty  evidence  in  favour  of  the 
selection  of  a  site    in   the  uplands  of 
Australia.    In  the  last  Parliament  I  gave 
a  vote,  on  these  considerations,  for  the 
Monaro  Tableland ;  but  on   this  oocasi(m 
I  intend  to  alter  my  vote,  without  preju- 
dice in  the  least  to  Monaro,  because  I  still 
think  a  very  great  deal  of  that  part  of  the 
country  as  a  possible  Federal  Capital  Site, 
but  because  there  is  another  district  which 
I  think  ought  to  be  reported  on  by  experts 
before  we  come  to  a  final  decision.    It  is 
a  district  which  I  admit  has  been  brought 
forward  at  a  somewhat  late  hour,  but  it  is 
nevertheless  entitled  to  some  consideration. 
It  has  been  said  several  times  in  this 
Chamber  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume  has  a  great  many  sites  in  his  elec- 
torate, and  that  he  has  been  particularly 
adroit  in  retreating  from  one  to  another 
as    each    has    been    discovered    to  be 
unfavorable,   and   that,    finally    in  his 
selection  of  Tooma  he  has  been  able  to 
secure  the  assistance,  of  many  who  went 
on  a  picnic  with  him  to  that  part  of  the 
country.    I  wish  to  say  that  I  went  on  a 
visit  to'that  part  of  the  country,  and  it  was 
not  by  any  means  a  picnic    It  was  a  very 
unpleasant  experience  indeed,  so  far  as  my 
personal  comfort  was  concerned.    I  think 
that  even  the  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney,  who  designated  the  trip  as  a 
picnic,  would  have  shown  a  good  deal  of 
dissatisfaction  with  the  condition  of  the  ele- 
ments, and  sometimes  eren  with  the  eatables 
and  drinkables  that  were  placed  before  us 
on  that  trip.  I  feel  sure  that  if  I  were  to 
refer  to  the  right  honorable  gentleman  as 
having  enjoyed  a  picnic  on  the  top  of  Mount 
Canobolas  on  a  certain  occasion  he  would 
\-ery  strcxigly  deprecate  such  a  reference. 
A  couple  of  years  ago  I  saw  the  right 
hnnorabie  gentleman  near  the  top  of  Mount 
Canobolas,  sitting  with  a  glass  of  ginger- 
ale  in  his  hand,  and  a  sJd.-tin  of  corned 
beef  on  the  ground  in  front  of  him.    I  am 
quite  sure  t^t  that  was  no  picnic  for  the 
right   honorable   gentleman.    I   can  say 
honestly  that  Che  latest  trip  I  took  to 
inspect  a  Federal  Capital  Site  was  much 


more  unpleasant  than  the  cme  I  made  to 
the  top  of  Mount  Canobolas  in  company 
with  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney.   I  considered  it  my  duty  to  look  at 
this  portion  of  the  country,  but  not  on  the 
representations  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Hume.    That  honorable  gentleman  cer- 
tainly spoke  to  me  on  the  subject,  as  he 
had  a  right  to  do ;  but  I  candidly  confess  that 
if  I  had  had  only  his  word  in  recommenda- 
tion of  this  particular  district,   I  should 
have    taken    it    with    a  considerable 
discount,    knowing    that    the  honorable 
gentleman  is  naturally  interested  in  that 
part  of  the  country,  and  that  he  would  con- 
sefiuenlly  be  unconsciously   biased   in  its 
favour.    I  went  to  Tooma  largely  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Grampians,  who,  like  myself,  is  per- 
fectly disinterested  in  this  matter.    I  must 
say  that  I  am  exceedingly  glad  I  took  the 
trip,  and  saw  for  myself  what  is  10  be  seen 
in  that  part  of  the  Commonwealth.  I  have 
no  desire  to  attempt  a  description  of  the 
visit,  but  I  am  bound  to  oxifess  that  in 
dri\'ing  up  that  valley,  and  on  to  the  roll- 
ing uplands  of  the  Tooma  site,  I  found 
country  which,  from  a  picturesque  point  of 
view,  I  never  had  expected  to  discover 
in  Australia.      The  view  of  Mount  Kos- 
ciusko   to    be     had     f  rom    the     Wei  - 
aregang   station   is   one   which   I  think 
few  people,  no  matter  how  prosaic  their 
temperament,     could     behold  unmoved. 
Ridge   after   ridge   r(»e   in   a  gradual 
succession   of   terraces   fnxn   the  river, 
and    above    all    towered    the  mighty 
mountain,     his     magnificent  shoulders 
clothed  with  a  beautiful  mantle  of  white, 
which,  when  we  saw  it,  was  glittering  in  ths 
sunshine,  as  if  sprinkled  with  diamonds.  I 
say  that  if  a  report  on  that  site  would  show 
it  to  be  favorable  in  all  other  respects, 
then   the   beauty   of  its   environment  is 
something  of  which  this  Parliament,  Aus- 
tralia as  a  whole,  and  the  future  genera- 
tions of  Australia  would  have  every  reason 
to  be  proud.     I  do  not  .^.bsolutely  pledge 
myself  to  that  site.     I  desire  to  have  the 
necessary  expert  evidence  as  regards  detail 
of  which  no  honorable  member  on  an  ordi- 
nary visit  could  make  himself  master.  But, 
so  far  as  I  could  see,  we  had  there  almost 
every  requirement  that  could  be  desired  for 
I  a  Federal  Capital.      The  land  is  magni- 
ficent, and  the  water  supply  would,  I  think, 
beyond  question,  be  ample.    Within  a  few 
miles  we  could  find  an  almost  tropical  cli- 
mate along  the  river  flats,  and  on  the  up- 
lands a  bradng  atmosphe^  that  I  have 

Digttized  by  CjOOg  IC 


3834 


Seat  of        [REPRESENTATIVES.]    Government  BiU. 


not  experienced  ance  I  left  Scotland.  On 
the  fiats  there  could  be  produced  nearly  all 
forms  of  tropical  vegetation. 

Mr.  Maugcr. — What  is  the  climate  'ikf:? 

Mr.  FOWLER.— There  are  all  sorts  of 
climate  in  that  district.  There  is  a  tropi- 
cal climate  along  the  river  flats;  and 
we  could  rise  to  elevations  where  we 
should  have  a  degree  of  cold  which, 
as  I  say,  I  did  not  expect  to  find 
anywhere  in  Australia.  As  regards  produc- 
tions, we  could  have  a  corresponding  variety. 
We  could  have  almost  tropical  vejjetatinn 
along  the  river  flats ;  along  the  slopts  we 
could  have  sub-tropical  products ;  whilst  on 
the  uplands  we  should  be  able  to  grow  vege- 
tables and  fruits  of  the  colder  zones  which 
can  only  be  raised  with  extreme  difficulty 
in  most  portions  of  Australia.  I  take  it 
that  it  is  a  most  important  consideration  for 
us  that,  within  a  very  few  miles,  we  could, 
in  that  part  of  Australia,  have  such  a  large 
variety  of  climate  and  production.  In  con- 
clusion I  would  urge  upon  the  Committee 
that  a  further  opportunity  should  be  af- 
forded honorable  members  for  a  close  in- 
spection of  the  locality.  I  feel  sure  that  the 
visit  would  be  one  which  honorable  members 
would  enjoy,  and  it  would,  I  think,  be  to 
most  of  them  the  entry  into  a  territory  such 
as  many  imagine  cannot  be  found  in  Austra- 
lia at  ail.  I  shall  vote  as  I  have  alrea'dy  indi- 
cated, not  because  I  wish  to  commit  my- 
self to  the  selection  of  this  site,  but  be- 
cause I  recognise  that  in  another  place  a 
vole  has  been  cast  for  Dalgety,  and  that  if 
a  majoritv  can  be  secijred  for  Tooma  in  this 
House,  there  will  be  that  consideration 
given  to  the  district  which  it  deserves, 
nnd  which  I  hope  it  will  receive. 
I  trust  that  in  our  deliberations  on  this 
important  matter  we  shall  continually  keep 
before  us  our  responsibility  to  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  to  the  future  generations 
of  Australia, 

Mr.  KENNEDY  (Moira).— I  do  not 
propose  to  deal  at  any  great  length  with 
this  question,  but  since  I  possess  a  fairly 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  country  com- 
prised in  the  only  three  sites  likely  to  re- 
ceive practical  consideration — the  Jfurray 
site,  the  Tumut  site,  and  the  Lyndhurst 
site — I  feel  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  re- 
ply to  some  of  the  statements  which  have 
been  made  about  them.  Considerable 
stress  has  been  laid  on  the  fact  that  the 
Tooma  site  has  only  recently  been  brought 
under  notice.  But  may  I  remind  honor- 
able members  that  when  the  last  Bill  wag 


before  us,  I,  with  others,  voted  for  the 
Tumut  site  on  the  clear  understanding  that 
the  Tooma  site  would  be  reported  cm. 

Mr.  FowLEB. — Why  was  not  that  site 
reported  on? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— It  may  have  been 
because  of  the  native  modesty  of  the  then 
Minister  of  Home  A^airs,  in  whose  elec- 
torate Tooma  is  situated,  and  who  had 
other  srites  in  his  electorate.  But,  at  any 
rate,  he  gave  us  to  understand  that  the 
site  should  be  reported  on.  The  knowledge 
which  I  have  gained  in  regard  to  the  vari- 
ous districts  of  which  I  am  about  to  speak 
is  not  the  result  of  recent  cbsovations,  be- 
cause I  had  not  the  privilege  of  visiting 
them  with  other  honorable  members,  but 
of  my  experience  in  travelling  through 
them,  generally  with  stock,  n:K>re  than 
twenty  years  aga  The  information  which 
I  possess  has  not  been  gained  by  a  hurried 
glance.  I  have  spent  as  much  as  a  month 
in  travelling  from  Tumut  to  Welaregang 
through  Tumberumba,  and  I  have  been 
from  Welaregang  up  the  Murray  towards 
Mount  Kosciusko.  I  spent  as  much  as 
three  months  on  the  station  on  whid)  the 
D  a  I  get  y  site  is  situated.  I  have  aJ  so 
travelled  repeatedly  through  the  Bombala 
district,  and  through  the  Lyndhurst  dis- 
trict. A  good  deal  has  been  said  about  the 
price  which  was  demanded  by  New  South 
Wales  for  joining  the  Union,  and  some  hon- 
orable members  have  gone  so  far  as  to  claim 
that  the  Parliament  of  that  State  should 
select  the  Federal  territory.  My  reading 
of  the  C(xistitution,  however,  is  that  the 
first  step  to  be  taken  is  for  this  Parliament 
to  select  a  territory  which  will  embrace  an 
area  suitable  for  the  site  of  the  Seat  of 
Government,  and  that  the  site  of  the  city 
should  be  afterwards  chosen.  I  under- 
stand that  what  is  now  proposed  is  that  we 
shall  select  the  Federal  territory,  and  rrot 
the  site  of  the  Seat  of  Government  Thr.i, 
I  think,  is  the  proper  course  to  follDw, 

Mr.  Brown. — All  the  information  which 
has  been  laid  before  us  refers  to  sites,  not 
to  territory. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  am  aware  that  the 
information  in  our  possession  is  incomplete, 
and  that  there  are  conflicting  statements  in 
regard  to  the  various  sites.  I  propose  to 
rely  for  confirmation  of  the  views  I  shall 
express  on  what  I  hold  to  be  the  best  and 
most  reliable  authority — the  report  of  the 
Royal  Commission  appointed  at  the  in- 
stance of  this  Parliament  to  investigate  the 
matter.  It  has  been  remarked  that  the 
possibilities  of  the  Tooma^site  are  an  after 
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consideration ;  but  I  would  ptnnt  out  that  the 
possibilities  of  the  Dalgety  site  are  also  an 
after  omsideration.  Wh^  the  mattK'  was 
last  dealt  with,  the  honorable  member  ioc 
Kdm-Monaro  spc^  enthusiastically  about 
Bombala.  According  to  him,  there  was  no 
other  spot  in  Australia  so  well  adapted  to 
be  the  site  of  the  Seat  of  Government.  Now, 
however,  we  hear  nothing  about  Bcxnbala. 
Instead,  a  little  spot  on  a  bend  of  the 
Snowy  River,  termed  the  Dalgety  site,  has 
been  chosai.  The  Federal  Commissioiiers, 
however,  tell  us  that  the  country  there  is 
treeless,  and  that  it  requires  two  acres  cf 
it  to  feed  a  sheep.  The  <xily  timber  within 
a  considerable  distance  of  Dalgety  is  that 
growing  on  a  low  ridge  of  hills  which  s(»ne- 
what  shelters  the  site  from  the  west. 

Sir  John  Fobbest. — ^That  is  not  so. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.  —  I  have  for  three 
months  at  a  time  ridden  against  the  biting 
winds  which  blow  over  that  desert  coun- 
try— and  I  am  not  speaking  of  its  mid- 
winter climate.  Even  the  river  flats  will 
not  grow  timber.  At  any  rate,  no  timber 
grows  there  now. 

Sir  John  Forsest. — ^The  proposed  site 
is  not  situated  on  the  river  flats. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Of  course  not.  If 
the  city  were  placed  there,  its  buildings 
Hould  be  cosUinually  wadied  away  by 
floods.  However,  let  us  hear  what  the 
Commissioners  have  to  say  on  the  subject. 
This  is  a  quotation  from  their  supplemen- 
tary report — 

The  appearance  of  the  Site,  which,  even  on  the 
riTcr  banks,  is  almost  entirely  destitute  of  tim. 
ber.  does  not  suggest  the  i^a  that  parks  and 
gardens  would  flouridi;  but  the  local  witnesses 
are  manimous  in  their  belief  that  all  the  trees 
adapted  to  temperate  climates  could  be  grown. 

The  (Kily  belt  of  timber  within  twenty 
miles  of  the  locality  is  that  growing  on  the 
ridge  of  hills  beween  Beloka  and  the  Mo- 
\\-amba  River,  from  which  it  is  proposed  to 
obtain  the  water  supply  of  the  Federal 
Capital.' 

Mr.  McDonald.— Why  does  not  timber 
grow  there? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— For  one  reason,  the 
place  is  too  bleak. 

Mr.  McDonald. — In  Queensland  there 
are  vast  areas  of  very  fertile  land  on  which 
no  trees  are  growing. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  account  for  that 
by  climatic  conditions.  In  the  western  plains 
of  New  South  Wales  there  are  also  immense 
areas  which,  given  a  good  rainfall,  would 
lie  extremely  prodtrctive,  but  there  is  prac- 
tically no  timber  there. 


Mr.  MoCoLL. — The  Riverina  district  is 
ftlso  trGclcss* 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Yes.  But  in  addi- 
tion to  being  bleak,  there  are  also  large 
outcrops  of  granite  in  the  Dalgety  district, 
particularly  to  the  north  and  east  of  it. 
The  site  itself  is  situated  opposite  the  old 
Buckley's  Crossing. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Is  Coolringdon  all 
granite  ? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— No;  but  there  is  a 
good  deal  of  granite  out  in  that  direction. 
Of  course  there  is  some  good  a)untry  there, 
because  they  rear  sheep  there;  but  the 
CommissicMiers  state  on  indisputable  evi- 
dence that  its  carrying  capacity  is  only  one 
sheep  to  two  acres. 
(  Sir  John  Forrest.— Is  it  not  good  coun- 
try between  Dalgetv  and  Co(»na? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— There  are  patches  of 
good  country  there. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Is  it  not  good  coun- 
try all  the  way  through  ? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Certainly  not.  Coun- 
try whidi  will  carry  only  one  sheep  to  two 
acres  cannot  be  described  as  good.  But 
it  is  not  cmly  the  carrying  capacity  of  the 
country  whidi  makes  me  think  it  unsuitable 
for  the  location  of  the  Federal  Capital. 
The  report  frmn  which  I  have  quoted  ex- 
presses the  view  of  local  residents  that 
trees  could  be  grown — 

Particularly  if  the  hardier  trees,  such  as  finus 
insignii,  &c.fXmt  used  for  shelter  from  the  high 
winds  which  prevail  at  certain  seasons.  Though 
protected  to  some  extent  from  the  westerly  winds 
by  the  high  ground  aloag  the  western  boundary, 
the  Site  is  somewhat  exposed. 

_  Mr.  Austin  iChafman. — How  long  is  it 
since  the  honorable  member  was  there? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber will  find  my  name  in  large  letters  on 
the  books  of  the  Marrinumbla  station  for 
the  year  1884. 

Mr.  AusTirJ  Chapman. — The  honorable 
member  says  there  is  no  timber  there;  but 
does  he  know  that  the  late  Minister  for 
Home  Affairs  was  lost  in  the  timber  within 
five  or  six  miles  of  the  site? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Some  Members  of 
Parliament  when  they  get  out  into  the  wilds 
are  \-ery  easily  lost.    The  Commissioners 
,  place  Dalgety  second  to  Tumut  in  the  mat- 
j  ter  of  water  supply. 

I     Mr.  Austin   Chapman. — But  consider 
i  who  appointed  the  Commissioners. 
_  Mr.  KEXXEDY.— That  is  not  the  ques- 
tion, unless  the  honorable  member  is  pre- 
j  pared  to  challenge  the  impartiality  and 
honesty  of  the  Commissioners^  . 
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Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — I  am  prepared 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  assume  that  the 
Ccxnmissioners  faithfully  perfonned  the 
duties  intrusted  to  them. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Does  the  honor- 
able member  seriously  contend  that  the  re- 
port with  regard  to  the  water  supply  at 
Dalgetv  is  a  fair  one? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  do;  and  my  reasons 
are  embodied  chiefly  in  the  report  of  the 
Commissioners.  It  is  proposed  to  obtain 
the  water  supply,  in  the  first  instance,  from 
the  Mowamba  River,  which  the  Commis- 
sioners say  is  the  nearest  source  of  supply 
by  gravitation  for  a  population  of  50,000. 
I  know  full  well,  that  in  oxdet  to  obtain  a 
gravitation  supply  from  the  Snowy  River, 
we  should  have  to  go  a  considerable  dis 
tance  further  back. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Has  the  honor- 
able member  read  what  Mr.  Pridham  has 
to  say  about  that  matter? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— No;  I  do  not  know 
Mr.  Pridham  in  this  connexion.  If  he  had 
been  an  authority,  he  would  probably  have 
been  consulted  by  the  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — But  his  report 
is  already  before  us. 

Mr.  Brown. — Mr.  Pridham  supplied  the 
information  embodied  in  the  Commissioners' 
report. 

Mr.  KENNEDY. — I  am  reading  from 
the  report  of  the  Commissioners,  who  were 
the  properly -constituted  authorities  to  deal 
with  this  matter.    They  say — 

This  river  (the  Mowamba  River)  is  said  by  resi- 
dents to  run  sfrongly  throughout  the  year,  and  it 
has  a  catchment  area  of  about  ga  square  mites 
above  the  point  of  off-take,  which  is  situated  at 
the  lower  end  of  the  Moonbah  Plain.  The  land 
included  in  the  catchment  area  is  used  principally 
for  pastoral  purposes,  but  portions  are  suitable 
for  cultivation,  and  the  whole  of  it  should  be  re- 
sumed to  insure  the  purity  of  the  water.  About 
33,000  acres  have  been  alienated,  the  remainder 
being  Crown  lands. 

The  alienated  lands  would  have  to  be  re- 
sumed, because  we  know  from  experience 
that  where  a  pure  water  supply  is  required 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  guard  against 
pollution  through  settlement  upon  the  catch- 
ment area.  Then  the  Commissioners  pro- 
ceed to  make  an  estimate,  and  state  that 
in  order  to  provide  a  supply  sufficient  for 
a  given  population,  an  outlay  of  :£328,ooo 
would  have  to  be  incurred.  The  reason 
why  the  Commissioners  place  Dalgety  se- 
cond to  Tumut  in  the  matter  of  water  sup- 
ply is  obvious,  because  at  Tumut  a  gravi- 
tation scheme  could  be  provided,  and  prac- 
ticallv  the  whole  of  the  catchment  area 


would  be  Crown  lands.  That  is  the  dif- 
ference in  favour  of  Tumut.  We  have  heard 
a  great  deal  about  accessibility,  and  manx 
exaggerated  statements  have  '  been  mad.? 
with  regard  to  the  possibility  of  construct- 
ing a  line  from  the  existing  railways  to 
Dalgety.  Now,  what  do  the  Commissioners 
say  with  regard  to  the  cost  of  the  lines 
necessary  to  make  Dalgety  accessible  ? 
The  lowest  estimate  they  give  for  a  line 
from  Cooma  to  Dalgety  is  ^^4,700  per  mile. 
The  cost  of  the  line  that  would  be  necessary 
to  connect  the  site  with  the  Eastern  rail- 
ways of  Victoria  would  render  its  omstruc- 
tion  quite  out  of  the  questi<ni.  The  Vic- 
torian Government  have  refused  to  rartend 
their  eastern  lines,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
there  is  no  prospect,  under  existing  condi- 
tions, of  securing  any  return  for  the  out- 
lay. They  would  be  prepared  to  incur  a 
small  present  loss,  if  there  were  any  pos- 
sibility of  development  in  settlement  and 
production  in  the  near  future. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Would  ithey  be  able  to 
run  fast  trains  on  such  a  line? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— That  would  depend 
upon  the  route  selected.  The  cost  of  a  line 
to  connect  Dalgety  with  the  Eastern  rail- 
way system  of  Victoria  would  amount  to 
very  nearly  ^£3,000,000.  I  now  desire  to 
refer  to  another  site  which  has  be^  ex- 
tolled as  the  only  place  suitable  for  the 
establishment  of  the  Federal  Capital.  I 
refer  to  Lyndhurst.  I  need  not  deal  with 
the  question  of  accessibility,  because  we 
know  that  the  site  is  already  practically 
connected  with  Sydney  by  rail.  I  was 
astonished  last  night  to  hear  several  of  the 
advocates  of  the  site  admit  that  within  the 
last  two  years  a  drought  had  prevailed  in 
that  part  of  the  country.  If  we  are  to  build 
a  Capital,  it  is  not  desirable  that  we  should 
select  a  site  in  a  drought -stricken  country. 

Mr.  Kellv.— It  has  been  shown  that 
even  durini;  the  drought  period  the  water 
supply  at  Lyndhurst  would  have  been  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  requirements  of  .200,000 
people. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  asked  last  night, 
by  way  of  interjection,  whether  the  Lynd- 
hurst district  had  been  affected  by  the 
drought,  and  I  was  told  that  most  certainly 
it  had  been  affected. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — Was  not  the  Rive- 
rina  district  also  affected  by  the  drought? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Certainly  it  was  ;  but 
no  one  proposes  to  build  the  Federal  Capi- 
tal in  Ri\-erina. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — One  of  the  sites  is 
not  very  far  from  it. 

Digttjzed  by  Google 


Seat  of 


[3  August,  1904.] 


Government  Bill. 


Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  shall  deal  with 
that  later  on.    It  is  admitted,  even  by  the 
advocates  of  the  Lyndhurst  site,  that  an 
adequate  water  supply  is  one  of  the  essen- 
tials.   I  admit  that,  so  far  as  its  elevation 
is  concerned,  Lyndhurst  should  be  a  healthy 
locality,  and  I  also  acknowledge  that  there 
is  some  very  good  land  in  the  district  It 
is  not  like  the  Monaio  country,  where  people 
might  starve,  so  far  as  producticxi  is  con- 
cerned, because  it  would  be  imp(»8ible  to 
supply  a  very  large  population  with  food. 
At  Lyndhurst,  there  is  country  within  easy 
reach,  which  would  be  capable  of  pro- 
ducing all  the  food  required  by  a  large 
jxipulation.    The  water  supply  would  not, 
however,  in  my  estimation,   be  sufficient. 
Without  entering  too  much  into  details,  I 
would  point  out  that  all  the  authorities  are 
agreed  as  to  the  sources  from  which  the 
water  supply  will  be  derived.    They  are 
the  Coombing  Rivulet,  Flyer's  Creek,  Cadi- 
angull(»ig  Creek,  Brown's  Creek,  and  the 
Lachlan  River,  near  Mount  Macdonald. 
Xow,  what  have  the  Commissioners  to  say 
with  regard  to  the  Coombing  Ri\'ulet? — 

The  Coombing  Rivulet,  which  is  proposed  as  the 
piimary  source  of  supply,  has  a  catchment  above 
the  point  of  off-take,  about  one  mile  and  a  half 
south-west  of  the  village  of  Shaw,  of  about 
eighty  square  miles,  consiiting  of  hilly  country, 
in  which  is  included  the  eastern  slopes  of  Mount 
Macquarie.  At  the  time  of  inspection  the  rivulet 
was  practically  dry,  so  that  6ood  waters  only 
would  have  to  be  depended  upon.  In  ordinary 
sciions,  however,  there  is  said  to  be  running 
water  in  this  creek  throi^bout  the  year. 

Therefore,  it  is  proposed  to  obtain 
the  chief  supply  from  a  rivulet  which 
was  d  ry  at  the  time  of  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  Commissioners.  The  Commis- 
sioners were  specially  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  this  particular  question,  and  I 
regard  their  report  as  the  most  reliable 
source  of  information.  The  honorable 
member  for  Lang,  last  evening,  quoted 
from  a  private  letter.  In  some  Parli;i- 
ments  an  honorable  member  who  quotes 
fr(Hn  a  letter  may  be  required  to  place  it 
upon  the  table,  and  unless  the  honorable 
member  is  prepared  to  place  any  documents 
from  which  he  quotes  at  the  disposal  of 
honorable  members,  he  cannot  expect  us  to 
attach  much  importance  to  the  sources  of 
his  information. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — I  think  that  the 
honorable  member  is  quite  prepared  to  lay 
the  letter  on  the  table. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber stated  that  it  was  a  private  document, 
2nd  therefore  I  did  not  suggest  that  it 


should  be  laid  (Hi  the  table.  I  am  only 
pointing  to  the  difference  between  the  two 
authorities.  The  Ccunmissioners,  whose 
report  must  be  regarded  as  an  honest  one, 
unless  honorable  members  are  prepared  to 
challenge  it,  state  that  one  source  of  supply, 
the  Coombing  rivulet,  was  dry  at  the  time 
of  their  inspection.     They  say  further — 

The  land  included  in  the  catchment  area  is  used 
partly  for  cultivation  and  partly  for  pastoral  pur< 
poses.  About  46,540  acres  have  been  alienated, 
the  remainder  being  Crown  land.  To  insure  the 
purity  of  the  water  the  whole  of  it  should  be 
resumed. 

Therefore,  the  position  at  Lyndhurst  is 
practically  the  same  as  at  Dalgety,  and  a 
large  expenditure  would  be  required  for 
resumptions  in  connexion  with  the  catchment 
area.  In  a  case  where  storm  w^aters  only 
can  be  relied  up<»i,  and  the  catchment  area 
comprises  a  large  amount  of  cultivated 
land,  we  can  imagine  what  an  enormous 
quantity  of  silt  would  be  carried  into  the 
reservoir.  One  of  the  other  sources  of 
supply  is  Flyer's  Creek,  which  is  thus  re- 
ferred to — ■ 

Flyer's  Creek,  which  takes  its  rise  near  the 
Canobolas  Mountain,  has  a  catchment  area  above 
the  site  of  the  dam,  at  the  outlet  end  of  Long 
Swamp,    of   eighteen   square    miles,  consisting 
principally    of  hilly  country  favorable  for  the 
collection  of  water.    The  land  is  used  for  both 
agricultural   and  pastoral   purposes,   and  would 
I  have  to  be  acquired  to  insure  the  purity  of  the 
j  water,   which  would  -  involve  the  purchase  of 
I  about  10,750  acres,  the  remainder  being  Crown 
.  lands. 

,  Therefore,  in  that  case  also,  we  should 
j  have     to     rely     upon     storm  waters. 
Then  the  Commissioners  say — 

CadianguUong  Creek,  which  was  dry  at  the  time 
of  inspection,  has  a  catchment  area  above  the  pro- 
posed site  for  the  dam,  below  the  junction  with 
Soldier's  Creek,  of  fourteen  and  a  half  square 
miles,  including  the  southern  spurs  of  the  Cano- 
bolas  Mountain,  the  whole  being  favorable  for 
collecting  water.  The  land  is  principally  rough 
and  hilly,  and  used  chieBy  for  pastoral  pur* 
poses,  but  to  insure  the  purity  of  the  water, 
the  area  would  need  to  be  resumed. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  two  out  of  three 
creeks  were  dry  at  the  time  of  the  Commis- 
sioners' inspection. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — What  is  the  catch- 
ment area  of  the  Melbourne  water  supply  ? 

Mr.  KENXKDY.~I  do  not  intend  to 
discuss  that  matter  at  the  present  juncture. 
Everything  depends  upon  the  rainfall  and 
the  TOlume  of  water  running  off  the  catch- 
ment area.    The  Commissioners  also  say — 

Brown's  Creek,  which  is  also  proposed  as  a  sup- 
plementary source  of  supply,  has,  above  the  site 
for  the  dam,  about  one  mile  below  Sugarloaf 
Creek,  a  htlly  catchment  area  o{  about  a3  square 
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miles,  favorable  for  the  collection  of  water.  The 
creek  contaioed  very  little  running  water  at  the 

time  of  inspection. 

These  are  the  four  creeks  from  which  it  is 
proposed  to  draw  a  supply  of  water  for  the 
Lyndhurst  site.  I  notice  also  that  a  report 
has  been  secured  upon  the  feasibility  of 
obtaining  a  supply  by  pumping  from  the 
Lachlan,  but  the  cost  of  that  scheme  ren- 
ders it  impracticable.  I  do  not  intend  to 
say  anything  regarding  the  Lyndhurst  site, 
furtlier  than  that  the  cost  of  obtaining  an 
adequate  water  supply  practically  condonns 
it. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith.  —  The  honorable 
member  should  read  Mr.  Wade's  report. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  have  read  it.  I 
ha\e  already  stated  that  upon  the  previous 
occasion  when  this  question  was  discussed, 
I  voted  with  the  Welaregang  site  clearly  in 
my  mind.  It  is  unfortunate  that  we  are 
not  in  possession  of  a  full  report  upon  that 
site.  The  information  which  is  available, 
however,  places  it  at  the  bead  of  the  list 
so  far  as  the  possessitm  of  all  essentials 
for  a  Federal  Capital  are  concerned.  Of 
course,  if  the  Committee  desire  to  obtain  a 
site  in  close  proximity  to  Sydney,  it  may  be 
possible  to  get  an  equally  good  one.  Never- 
theless, I  venture  to  say  that  we  cannot 
obtain  a  better  location  for  a  Federal  Capi- 
tal than  exists  at  Welaregang.  The 
honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Werriwa  has  declared  that  from  the 
stand-point  of  climate  it  is  practically 
upon  an  equality  with,  and  is  similar  to, 
the  Tumut  site.  Upon  that  point  Mr, 
Chesterman,  who  has  made  a  hurried  report 
upon  this  particular  site,  and  who  has  been 
resident  in  that  district  for  some  five  years, 
says — 

The  Welaregang-Tooma  Valley  is  protected  by 
lower  ranges  from  the  cold  westerlies,  the  pre- 
vailing winter  winds,  which  blow  toward  the 
Snowy  Hoontains.   These  mountains,  in  a  direct 
line,    are    about    thirty    miles  south-easterly, 
and    their     proximity     tempers     the  summer 
climate,       the      easterly      breezes  blowing 
from     them.     Though    the    average  altitude 
of  the  suggested  Site  may  not  exceed  about  i,i!?o 
feet,  the  above  local  conditions  contribute  to  ren- 
der the  climate  free  from  marked  extremes,  and 
it  will  be  noticed  that  the  situation  is  immediately 
south  of  the  36th  parallel  of  latitude.    With  its 
varying  elevations  this  district  offers  various  cli- 
matic conditions.      Take,  for  instance,  Tumber- 
umba,  about  seventeen  miles  north,  where  the  \ 
climate  is  distinctly  more  Alpine  in  diaracter,  | 
the  winters  being  severe.    Again,  about  seven- 
teen miles  easterly,  is  the  old  Toolong  Hut,  , 
situated   in   classified    snow  country — ^at    is,  1 
country  "usually  covered  with  tnow  for  a  part 
of  each  year,  and  considered  to  be  unfit  for  | 
continuous  use  or  occupation." 


When  honorable  members  declare  that  the 
elevation  of  a  particular  district  governs  iu 
climatic  conditions^  I  would  direct  their 
attention  to  the  fact  that  this  particular  site 
is  within  seventeen  miles  of  the  snow  line 
in  <xie  directi(m,  and  twenty-five  miles  in 
the  other..  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  within 
seventy  miles  of  perpetual  snow.  These 
conditions,  I  claim,  must  materially  influence 
its  genera]  climatic  conditions.  With  re- 
gard to  accessibility,  we  have  been  told  that 
it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  construct  a 
railway  into  that  district.  Yet  we  are 
aware  that  Tumut  is  already  connected  by 
a  fair  railway  service  with  Sydney,  and 
that  the  line  could  be  made  a  fast  one,  if 
necessary.  Twenty  years  ago,  to  my  own 
knowledge,  teamstera  used  to  haul  an  aver- 
age of  15  cwt.  per  horse  over  what  war 
practically  a  bush  road  between  Tumut  and 
Tumberumba.  That  is  sufficient  proof  that 
it  is  not  impossible  to  extend  the  Gundagai- 
Tumut  line  from  Gadara  to  Welar^ang. 
In  this  report,  estimates  are  given  of  the 
cost  of  constructing  a  line  upon  the  Vic- 
torian side  of  that  site.  .  But  I  would  point 
out  that  those  estimates  were  prepared  in  the 
boom  times  of  the  early  nineties.  We  know 
that  since  then  railways  which  were  sur- 
veyed at  the  same  time  have  been  built  iot 
half  the  estimate  which  was  then  furnished- 
Consequently,  we  may  reasonably  expect 
a  reduction  of  40  per  cent,  in  the  cost  of 
constructing  a  railway  upon  the  Victorian 
side  of  that  site.  It  is  fair  to  assimie, 
therefore,  that  it  could  be  constructed  for 
about  ;^5,ooo  per  mile.  That  sum  com- 
pares favorably  with  the  latest  estimate 
we  have  of  the  cost  of  constructing  a  rail- 
way from  Cooma  to  Dalgety.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  the  construction  of  that  line 
would  involve  an  expenditure  of  £a*1^  per 
mile,  and  I  venture  to  affirm  that  the  cost 
of  building  a  railway  from  Welaregang  to 
Gadara  would  not  exceed  j^5,ooo  per  mile. 

Mr.  Kelly. — How  many  miles  is  it  from 
Welaregang  to  Gadara? 

Mr.  KENNEDY,— It  is  between  fifty 

and  sixty  miles. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — It  is  just  fifty 
miles  as  the  crow  flies. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— At  a  very  moderate 
cost  indeed  this  site  could  be  made  acces- 
sible to  travellers  by  constructing  a  loop 
line  from  the  main  line  between  Melbourne 
and  Svdney.  I  unhesitatingly  claim  that  I 
from  the  stand-point  of  soil  and  productive-  ! 
ness  the  Tooma  site  possesses  advantages 
superior  to  those  of  any  other  site.  An  im- 
mense area,  extending  from  fifteen  miles 
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on  the  south  side  of  Tumut  to  the  Tooma 
Valley,  is  available  for  a  Federal  terri- 
tor>-. 

Mr.  Johnson. — It  would  cost  ;£i  5,000 
per  mile  to  construct  a  railwav  there. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— That  is  a  figment  of 
the  imaginaticm.  I  have  already  told  the 
Committee  that,  of  my  own  knowledge, 
twmty  years  ago  teams  used  to  haul  upon 
an  average  15  hundredweight  per  horse 
along  the  Welaregang  to  Tumut  road. 

Mr.  Johnson. — It  always  struck  me  as 
being  particularly  rough  country. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— No  doubt  there  is 
rough  country  between  Tumberumba  and 
what  is  known  as  Lobb's  Hole. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Are  there  any  horses 
of  that  breed  still  alive? 

Mr.  KENNEDTr.— Yes;  I  can  supply 
the  honorable  member  with  plenty  of  them. 

Mr.  Johnson. — But  Tumberumba  is  not 
Welaregang. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— But  the  highest  point 
in  the  journey  between  Tumut  and  W^are- 
gang  is  reached  at  Tumbenmiba.  From 
Tumberumba  to  Welaregang  there  is  a 
downward  grade,  because  the  traveller  is 
then  on  the  water&hed  of  the  Tooma  River. 
I  repeat  that  twenty  years  ago  teams  used 
to  haul  over  a  road  which  was  not  macada- 
mized— practically  a  bush  road — an  average 
of  15  hundredweight  per  horse.  I  am  not 
in  a  position  to  say  whether  the  whole  of 
that  road  is  now  macadamized. 

Mr.  Watson. — A  good  deal  of  it  is. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— If  a  horse  can  draw 
15  hundredweight  over  any  country,  I 
claim  that  it  Mrould  not  be  a  difficult  matter 
to  construct  a  railway  there.  Further, 
those  who  have  travelled  from  Welaregang 
to  Tumberumba  know  that  between  those 
places  there  is  an  almost  perfect  load  for 
coaching.  It  does  not  require  a  spedally 
good  buggy  horse  to  cover  the  seventeen 
miles  in  an  hour  and  a  half. 

Mr.  SKENp. — The  honorable  member 
must  keep  verv  good  horses. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  did  the  journey  in 
that  time,  but  did  not  use  my  own  horse. 

Mr.  Spence. — I  suppose  it  was  grown  in 
the  district. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— That  is  so.  It  is 
well  known  that  the  Upper  Murray  has 
produced  some  of  the  best  horses  in  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  do  not  think  that  any 
one  disputes  the  productivity  of  the  dis- 
trict. 

"sU.  KENNEDY.— The  possibilities  of 
'Inelopment  would  be  in  themselves  a  suffi- 


cient justification  for  constructing  a  railway 
to  the  Upper  Murray  district,  even  if  the 
Federal  Capital  were  not  established  there. 
It  is  generally  conceded,  however,  that  New 
South  Wales,  unfortunately,  is  not  yet  pos- 
sessed of  a  sufficiently  extensive  railway 
system  to  enable  rural  districts  to  achieve 
the  fullest  possible  development. 

Mr.  Johnson. — ^The  Germanton  exten- 
sion does  not  pay  now. 

Mr.  KENNEDY— Xo;  but  it  is  well 
known  that  it  is  only  a  short  loop  line,  pass- 
,  ing  through  country  consisting  practic- 
ally of  large  holdings.  I  know  the  dis- 
trict well.  Twenty  years  ago  there  were 
large  holdings  there,  and  the  tendency,  if 
anything,  has  since  been  in  the  direction  of 
increasing  the  area  of  those  holdings.  There 
is  an  enormous  area  of  Crown  land  avail- 
able in  the  Upper  Murray  district.  One 
of  the  largest  forest  areas  of  New  South 
Wales  runs  parallel  with  the  roadway. 

Mr.  Skene. — Is  that  not  the  area  of  the 
watershed  ? 

Mr.  KENNEDY— It  is  within  the 
Tumut  watershed  area.  Then,  again,  the 
Upper  Murray  district  is  within  easy  reach 
of  the  famous  Yarrangobilly  Caves. 

Mr.  Kelly. — ^Are  they  not  something  like 
sixty-five  miles  distant  ? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Welaregang  is  seven- 
teen miles  from  Tumberumba,  and  the  dis- 
tance bet  ween  Tumberumba  and  Lobb's 
Hole  by  bridle  track  in  the  olden  days  was 
also  about  seventeen  miles,  but  I  am  told 
that  a  direct  road  from  Tumut  to  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Yarrangobilly  has  since  been 
made,  and  that  it  is  a  very  good  one.  Let 
me  briefly  refer  to  the  questicm  of  water 
supply.  I  invite  those  who  are  so  enthusi- 
astically in  favour  of  Dalgety  because  of 
its  magnificent  water  supply,  and  who  have 
not  yet  visited  the  Upper  Murray  district, 
to  read  Mr.  Chesterman's  report  on  the 
Tooma  district.  Those  who  have  suggested 
that  the  streams  contributing  to  the  pro- 
posed source  of  supply  have  been  polluted 
by  mining  and  sluicing  operations  should 
rend  what  Mr.  Chesterman  has  to  say  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Does  not  Mr.  Chesterman 
sav  that  thev  are  polluted? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Mr.  Chesterman  says 
that  some  of  the  streams  flowing  into  the 
To(xna  River  below  the  point  of  the  pro- 
posed offtake  are  polluted. 

i^fr.  Kelly. — And  the  point  of  the  pro- 
posed offtake  is  twenty-two  miles  awav  ? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— It  is  something  like 
that.   Mr.  Chesterman  pojnts^out^^tfiat  the 
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volume  of  water  available  for  the  supply 
of  a  Federal  Capital  is  unquestionably 
large.  There  are  three  rivers  to  be  drawn 
upon — the  Tooma  River,  the  Swampy  Plain 
River,  and  the  Indi  River,  which  are  all 
snow  fed.  The  Tooma  River  joins  the 
Murray  at  a  point  close  to  the  proposed  site, 
and  the  Swampy  Plain  and  Indi  rivers  a 
little  above  that  point. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Doctors  say  that 
snow-water  is  not  good  for  drinking  pur- 
poses. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— It  is  bad  when  jou 
cannot  obtain  it.  Mr.  Chesterman  points 
out  in  his  report  that — - 

The  district  under  reference  is  undoubtedly  a 
well-watered  one.  The  two  main  heads  of  the 
Murray  Rivet  (known  as  the  Swampy  Plain  and 
Indi  Rivers)  junction  about  ten  miles  above  the 
proposed  site,  and  between  the  site  and  this  junc* 
tion  the  main  river  is  joined  by  another  large 
stream,  known  as  the  Tooma  River.  In  evidence 
given  before  the  Inter-State  Royal  Commission 
on  the  River  Murray,  Mr.  "Assistant  Engineer" 
H.  S.  Smail,  B.E.,  stated  that  he  gauged  these 
streams  at  a  time  when  the  river  was  in  a  very 
low  state. 

His  gaugings  show  that  the  discharge  from 
the  Tooma  River  is  equal  to  17,800  cubic 
feet  per  minute ;  and  if  honorable  members 
take  the  equivalent  of  that  in  gallons  they 
will  find  that  the  supply  will  be  ample  for 
a  very  large  population. 

Mr.  McCoLU — It  is  more  than  110,000 
gallons  p«  minute. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— The  report  con- 
tinues— 

Gaugings  of  smaller  streams  are  also  given,  and 
the  Murray  River  itself  at  Tintaldra  showed  a 
discharge  of  947  cubic  feet  per  second. 

That  was  at  a  time  when  the  river  was  in 
a  very  low  state.  Mr.  Chesterman  con- 
tinues— 

Looking  at  the  watershed  of  the  Murray  River, 
so  far  as  shown  on  plan  "  Y,"  with  the  objeect  of 
ascertaining  what  gravitation  schemes  for  wAt<»r 
supply  are  available,  it  would  appear  that  the 
upper  parts  of  the  Manuus  and  Tumberumba 
Creeks  could  be  utilized,  and  also  Paddy's  Hiver 
above  the  Falls — all  draining  into  the  r.ioma 
River. 

I  come  now  to  a  paragraph  to  which  I  de- 
sire to  direct  the  special  attention  of  the 
Committee — 

Settlement  and  mining  interests  on  the  heads  of 
these  streams  might,  however,  prove  objectionable, 
and,  moreover,  I  think  a  much  more  effective 
supply  can  be  drawn  from  the  main  branch  of 

the  Tooma  itself. 

In  other  words,  the  two  streams,  whose 
waters  are  likely  to  be  polluted  by  mining 
and  sluicing  operations,  are  to  be  completely 
ignored,  and  a  supply  obtained,  first  of 


all,  from  the  Tooma  River,  which  wends 
its  way  through  snow  rountry,  where  sluic- 
ing or  mining  operations  are  not  carried 
on.  The  catchment  area  consists  of  Crown 
lands,  leased  from  year  to  year  for  grazing 
purposes.  These  lands  are  known  as 
"summer  country,"  and  are  resorted  to 
when  the  plain  country,  which  has  been 
carrying  a  considerable  number  of  stock,  has 
become  exhausted 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. — It  is  held  under 
what  are  known  in  New  South  Wales  as 
snow  leases. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Exactly.  Mining  and 
sluicing  operations  have  been  carried  on 
along  the  Mannus  Creek  and  the  Tum- 
berumba Creek  for  many  years,  with  tha 
result  that  the  water  has  become  discoloured, 
and  would  be  objectionable  for  do- 
mestic purposes;  but  the  water  supply  of 
the  Federal  Capital,  if  it  were  established 
at  Welaregang,  would  be  drawn,  not  from 
those  streams,  but  from  the  main  Tooma 
River,  at  a  point  above  the  junction  of 
those  streams.  .  The  report  continues — 

From  approximate  aneroid  readings  I  have  been 
enabled  to  obtain,  it  would  appear  that  the  junc- 
tion of  Pound  Creek  with  the  Tooma  River  [vide 
map  "  Y  ")  is  at  an  elevation  of  about  1,700  feet, 
which,  allowing  a  fall  of  200  feet  in  about  fifteen 
miles,  would  be  at  a  sufficient  altitude  to  permit 
of  water  being  gravitated  to  a  service  reservoir 
at  an  elevation  of  1,500  feet  commanding  the  site. 
Proceeding  about  a  mile  further  up  the  river  a 
height  of-  about  1,800  feet  is  reached,  and,  in 
order  to  allow  a  margin,  it  is  from  this  point 
(marked  "X"  on  map  "  Y"),  distant  about  six- 
teen miles  by  pipe  line  from  the  city  site,  that  I 
consider  the  Tooma  River  can  be  tapped  for  a 
gravitation  scheme. 

If  the  honrable  member  for  Eden-Monaro 
will  give  me  his  attention  for  a  moment,  \ 
shall  endeavour  to  draw  a  clear  distinction 
between  the  water  supply  available  at 
Tooma  and  that  of  Dalgety.'  Mr.  Chester- 
man  shows  that — 

The  catchment  area  above  this  point  comprt^fs 
approximately  ninety-three  square  miles  of  snow 
country,  and  so  strong  is  the  stream  here  at  a'l 
times  that  to  supply  a  population  of  50,000  in- 
habitants I  do  not  think  a  storage  reservoir  wouM 
be  necessarv.  Such  being  so,  the  principal  ex- 
penses would  be  limited  to  construction  of  small 
impounding  weir  at  offtake,  service  reservoir  ie.ir 
site,  and  the  laying  down  of  abovt  sixteen  or 
seventeen  miles  of  pipe  line.  A  short  dist.i'.cc 
above  the  proposed  offtake  the  Tooma  Kivcr 
emerges  from  a  deep  gorge  through  wlucn  it 
hat  flowed  for  some  miles  with  a  rapid  full. 
Consequently  it  is  not  surprising  to  leam  that  .it 
the  old  Toolong  crossing,  about  eight  miles  vhtnr 
offtake,  the  altitude  is  given  by  departme.it.il 
maps  as  3,880  feet. 

In  this  report  we  have  evidence  that  we 
should  be  able  to  obtain  an  absolutely  pure 
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supply  from  the  Tooma  River  itself.  There 
is  8u«i  a  large  rolume  of  water  available 
that  if  a  small  weir  were  constructed  we 
should  not  require  a  large  reservoir  for 
conservation  purposes,  but  would  be  able 
tt>  convey  the  wate^  a  distance  of  about 
sixteen  or  seventeen  miles  by  pipe  line  to 
the  service  reservoir. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapuan. — Does  the  honor- 
able member  assert  that  we  could  not  do 
the  same  at  Dalgety? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  da 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — -The  honorable 
member  asks  the  ■Committee  to  accept  his 
assertion  that  the  Tooma  water  supply  is 
not  polluted.  What  about  the  report  of 
the  Inter-State  Commission  on  the  Murray 
River  ? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  have  already  shown 
that  to  my  own  knowedge  the  Mannus 
Creek  and  the  Tumberumba  Creek,  which 
flow  into  the  Totnna  River,  were  pol- 
luted by  mining  operati(»is  twenty  years 
aga  The  report  by  Mr.  Chestennan  cm- 
iirms  that  statement,  but  points  out  that 
the  proposed  offtake  on  the  Tooma  River  is 
above  the  junction  of  those  two  creeks. 

Mr.  Kelly. — His  report  was  compiled 
frcxn  notes  taken  fifteen  or  twenty  years 
ago,  was  it  not  ? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  cannot  say,  but  

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  —  He  says  himself 
that  he  merely  writes  from  memory. 

Mr.  McCoLL.— But  he  lived  in  the  dis- 
trict for  five  years. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapuan. — I  suppose  the 
honorable  member  is  aware  that  Mr. 
Chestennan  gave  us  a  glowing  account  of 
the  water  supply  for  the  Gadara  and  Lac- 
malac  sites? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— He  might  well  give 
a  glowing  account  of  their  water  supply. 
The  water  supply  to  the  east  or  north-east 
of  Tumut  is  somewhat  similar  to  that  avail- 
able at  Welaregang,  although  the  volume 
is  not  the  same. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — I  do  not  under- 
stand that  

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order !  The  hon- 
orable member  is  anticipating  his  own 
speech  on  the  question. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.  —  It  will  be  found 
from  a  perusal  of  Mr.  Chesterman's  re- 
port that  the  source  of  our  water  supply, 
if  Tooma  were  selected,  would  not  be  pol- 
luted in  any  way.  I  do  not  propose  to 
further  discuss  the  question,  except  to  say 
that  I  regard  Lyndhurst  as  being  first  on 
the  list  from  the  stand-point  of  accessi- 
bility.   I  admit  that,  so  far  as  accessibility 


is  concerned,  Lyndhurst  possesses  an  ad- 
vantage, but  in  regard  to  water  supply,  I 
do  not  think  it  could  be  argued  for  one 
moment,  on  the  evidence  available,  that  that 
is  a  desirable  place  for  the  Federal 
city  I  can  speak  from  some  consider- 
able experience  of  Dalgety,  having  been  en- 
gaged on  the  Marinumbula  Station,  which 
is  on  the  proposed  site.  I  lived  there  for  a 
considerable  portion  of  two  years,  and 
gained  some  familiarity  with  the  condi- 
tirais;  and  my  impressions  are  borne  out 
by  the  report  presented  to  us.  As  stated 
in  the  report,  the  country  for  twenty  or 
thirty  miles  around  Dalgety  would  carry 
a  sheep  to  two  acres.  According  to  the  evi- 
dence of  some  other  witnesses,  it  would  be 
possible,  Avithin  a  radius  of  fifty  miles  of 
Dalgety  to  grow  the  food  necessary  for  a 
population  of  fifty  thousand.  That,  how- 
ever, is  not  saying  much  for  the  productive- 
ness of  this  wonderful  tableland  on  the  Mo- 
nara  Other  witnesses  state  that  within 
that  radius  sufficient  produce  could  not  be 
grown  for  a  population  of  the  size  I  have 
mentioned;  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  grow 
produce  on  granite. 

Mr.  Kelly.— Whence  does  the  honorable 
member  expect  to  draw  supplies  ?  From 
the  southern  side  of  the  Murray  ? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Unless  the  New 
South  Wales  people  remain  asleep,  certainly 
not.  Surely  it  can  be  imagined  that  in  a 
stretch  of  country,  eighteen  miles  by 
twenty,  it  would  be  possible  to  grow  a  con- 
siderable'  amount  of  produce.  Are  we  to 
take  it  that  the  digestion  of  the  people  at 
Welaregang,  when  that  Is  made  Federal 
territory,  will  be  impaired  by  produce  grown 
in  Victoria?  As  to  the  climatic  conditions 
at  Dalgety,  I  might  relate  more  of  my  per- 
sonal experience.  In  pursuit  of  my  busi- 
ness, I  had  occasion  to  take  horses  from  the 
Riverina  country  ■  over  the  hills  to 
Monaro  in  the  early  part  of  November, 
which  ought  to  be  a  good  time  of  the  year 
in  a  mild  climate.  It  turned  out,  however, 
that  after  the  animals  had  been  turned 
out  on  those  beautiful,  imduiating  granite 
hills  around  Dalgety,  for  a  week,  I  did  not 
know  them ;  and  I  venture  to  say  that  if 
they  had  been  left  to  find  their  own  food 
there,  nobody  would  have  been  able  to 
recognise  them  as  horses.  I  had  to  take 
them  from  those  pastures,  and  hand  feed 
them  in  order  to  save  their  lives.  In  thise 
cool  westerly  winds,  tempered  by  the  Snowy 
Mountains,  the  honorable  member  for  Eden- 
Monaro  would  require  to  wear  "  knockers '' 
on  his  teeth  to  keep  them  frcnn  chattering. 
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Ko  doubt,  people  reared  in  such  a  climate 
might  be  able  to  stand  the  rigorous  condi- 
tions. 

Mr.  Skene.— We  should  have  the  "  sur- 
vival of  the  fittest,"  I  suppose. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— No  doubt  the  people 
there  are  hardy.  But  what  is  the 
use  of  inducing  Members  of  Parliament  to 
suffer  in  such  a  climate  for  a  few  months 
in  the  year?  The  Seat  of  Government 
ought  to  be  in  a  place  where  normal  condi- 
tions prevail — rtot  where  we  shall  be  par- 
boiled or  frozen,  but  where  there  are  no 
extremes  of  heat  or  cold.  Such  a  cli- 
mate we  should  find  in  those  uplands  so 
graphically  described  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Perth,  where,  when  the  ther- 
mometer does  rise  to  85  or  90,  it  is  only  a 
short  trip  of  ten  or  fifteen  miles  to  the 
snow  line. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Would  the  honorable  mem- 
ber reach  the  snow  line  bv  lift  ? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— By' lift  or  motor-car, 
whichever  the  honorable  member  for  Went- 
worth  might  desire.  We  are  now  called  upon 
to  decide  a  question  not  for  to-day  or  to- 
morrow, but  (me  in  regard  to  which  we  must 
.look  fifty  or  a  hundred  years  ahead. 

Mr.  Kelly.— Does  the  honcnrable  mem- 
ber mean  in  regard  to  the  buildings  ? 

Mr.  KENNEDY. — I  am  speaking  of  the 
fixing  of  the  location.  It  is  apparently 
considered  by  some  honorable  members  that 
the  selection  should  be  made  now ;  and  that 
may  be  desirable,  if  only  to  allay  jealousy 
and  distrust.  I  have  no  objection  to  settling 
the  matter  now,  but  I  think  honorable  mem- 
bers realize  that,  make  what  haste  we  may, 
a  considerable  time  must  elapse  before 
any  legislative  enactment  will  be  given 
effect  to  in  the  erection  of  a  Fede- 
ral Capital.  A  considerable  period 
must  be  taken  up  in  negotiations  of 
one  sort  and  another;  but  I  would  not  be 
one  to  delay,  even  for  a  day,  the  selection 
of  a  site.  It  is  not  our  own  convenience, 
or  the  immediate  requirements  of  to-day, 
that  we  have  to  consider.  We  have  to 
consider  the  future  of  Australia,  and  to  do 
that,  a  few  essentials  must  be  taken  into 
account.  I  do  not  think  for  a  moment  that 
the  Capital  city  will  e^•er  rival  or  out-pace 
the  present  commercial  centres.  It  may  be- 
come a  centre  of  population ;  we  do  not 
know  what  developments  there  mav  be  in 
the  future.  We  must,  however,  consider, 
first  of  all,  water  supply  and  climatic  condi- 
tions, and  if  these  are  satisfactory, 
ascertain  whether  there  is  a  possibility  of 
increased  settlement  and  production.  For 


the  reasons  I  have  given  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  I  shall  give  my  vote  ttx 
the  Tooma  site. 

l>Ir.  KELLY  (Wentworth).— The  honor- 
able member  for  Moira  and  the  hcmorable 
member  who  preceded*  him  devoted  them- 
selves earnestly — and,  I  think  it  will  be 
admitted,  forcefully — to  the  task  of  show- 
ing the  Committee  the  reasons  which  led 
them  to  advocate  the  particular  site  which 
both  of  them  with  singular  unanimity 
urged  honorable  members  to  support.  But 
it  seems  to  me  that  they  overlooked  the 
most  important  fact,  which  I  think  really 
ought  to  commend  itself  to  us  more  than 
any  other  fact  at  the  present  juncture. 
That  is  that  we  are  now  fulfilling  an  obli- 
gation which  the  Commonwealth  incurred 
towards  New  South  Wales  when  that  State 
joined  in  the  Federal  compact  some  vears 
ago.  What  is  the  history  of  this  affair? 
Why  is  it  that  at  the  present  time  we  are 
confined  to  New  South  Wales  territory  in 
the  selection  of  a  Federal  Capital  site? 
The  Federal  compact  was  felt  by  the  people 
of  New  South  Wales  to  expose  them  to 
a  very  serious  risk,  to  which  the  other 
States  were  not  exposed.  The  fiscal  ques- 
tion was  considered  to  be  of  immense  im- 
portance That  point  may  not  commend 
itself  to  other  honorable  members,  but  the 
fact  certainly  remains  that  the  people  of  New 
South  Wales  attached  paramount  importance 
to  the  fiscal  question,  and  the  risk  of  sacri- 
ficing their  fiscal  autonomy  was  so  serious  as 
to  make  them  pause  before  entering  that 
union  of  the  six  colonies  which  every  one  in 
Australia  desired  to  see  consummated. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^As  a  matter  of  fact,  they 
did  not  pause;  there  was  a  majority  in 
favour  of  the  Commonwealth  Bill  at  the 
first  referendum. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  honorable  member 
for  Melbourne  Ports  and  some  others  have 
thrown  a  great  deal  of  vituperative  elo- 
quence at  the  State  from  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  ccrnie.  because  she  saw  fit  to  take 
what  was,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  prudent 
step  with  regard  to  the  first  referendum. 
Her  Parliament  practically  enacted  that  a 
majority  of  10,000  votes  must  be  recorded 
in  favour  of  the  Ccmunonwealth  Bill  before 
it  could  reasonably  be  said  to  receive  the 
support  of  the  people  of  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  TuDOB. — I  think  the  stipulation  was 
that  there  should  be  80,000  votes  recorded 
for  the  Bili. 

Mr.  KELLY. — The  honorable  member  is 
quite  right ;  but,  with  the  votes  polled,  a  ma- 
jority of  10,000  would  be  a  fair  equivalent. 
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As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  do  not  think 
that  that  was  a  serious  condition  to  impose, 
and  honorable  members'  will  agree  with 
me  when  they  consider  it.  It  was  not 
unreasonable  that  a  State  with  a  popu- 
lation of  1,300,000  should  have  to  have 
80.000  votes  recorded  in  favour  of  a  change 
in  her  whole  Constituti<xi. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — How   many  electors 
were  there  in  New  South  Wales? 
_  Mr.  KELLY. — I  suppose  there  were  con- 
siderably over  250,000. 

Mr.  RoBiNSON.-*-There  were  over  300,000 
electors ;  we  had  250,000  in  Victoria, 

Mr.  KELLY. — Speaking  from  memory, 
there  were,  I  think,  between  250,000  and 
300,000  voters ;  and  surely  the  Minister  of 
Home  Affairs  does  not  think  80,000  votes 
out  of  300,000  too  large  a  percentage. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — I  am  not  thinking 
about  the  matter  at  all. 

>fr.  KELLY—  Then  I  am  sorry  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  is  doing  no  thinking  about  it. 

Mr.  McCoLL. — The  Minister  means  only 
with  regard  to  that  particular  part. 
Mr.  KELLY.— Then,  I  withdraw. 
Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — The  minimum 
provision  was  looked  upon  as  a  breach  of 
faith. 

Mr.  Mauges. — It  was  a  dodge. 
>Ir.  KELLY. — It  was  a  very  prudent 
step. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— We  are  not  now 
discussing  the  question  of  the  minimum  re- 
quired in  New  South  Wales  before  the  Com- 
monwealth Bin  could  be  adopted.  The 
question  before  the  Committee  is  the  selec- 
tion of  a  suitable  site. 

Mr.  KELLY, — I  am  showing  that  New 
South  Wales  did  not  at  first  accept  the 
Commonwealth  Bill,  because  she  felt  that 
its  acceptance  would  expose  her  to  the  risk 
of  disadvantage. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber iras  gi^'ing  his  reasons  for  approving  of 
the  action  of  those  who  were  responsible 
£or  the  imposition  of  die  minimum. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  regret  that  by  replying 
to  interjections  I  have  been  led  to  trespass, 
but  now  that  the  Chairman  has  directed  my 
attention  to  it,  I  will  desist.  There  is  no 
doubt,  at  any  rate,  that  on  the  orcasion  of 
the  first  referendum  in  New  South  Wales, 
it  was  strongly  felt  by  those  who  were  in 
a  position  to  know  —  by  the  leaders  of 
opinion — that  the  Federal  Capital  question 
^as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  people,  of  the 
utmost  importance.  It  was  felt  that  tiie 
Premier  of  New  South  Wales  should  be 


intrusted  with  the  mandate  of  omsulting 
with  the  Premiers  of  the  other  States,  in 
order  to  see  whether  they  could  arrive  at 
swne  sort  of  comprcnnise.  The  Premiers 
met  in  Melbourne.  As  every  cme  knows, 
the  Premier  and  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales  would  naturally  have  preferred  to 
have  the  Capital  fixed  in  Sydney,  which  was 
the  centre  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Maugeb. — But  not  the  centre  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

Mr.  KELLY.— It  was,  however,  felt  by 
the  Conference  of  Premiers,  that  New  South 
Wales  was  not  entitled  to  that  unique  privi- 
lege. Ultimately  it  was  agreed  that  New 
South  Wales  was  to  have  the  Capital  within 
her  hordes,  but  that  it  should  be  shorn  of 
much  of  its  advantage,  from  the  State  point 
of  view.  The  Conference  passed  the  fol- 
lowing resoltUion : — 

It  is  considered  that  the  fixing  of  the  site  of 
the  Capita)  is  a  question  which  might  well  t>e  left 
to  the  Parliament  to  decide. 

Mr.  Maugeb. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  KELLY. — The  honorable  member 
for  Melbourne  Ports  need  not  applaud  until 
he  has  heard  the  whole  resoluticwi. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  was  applauding  the 
sentiment  underlying  the  resolution. 

Mr.  KELLY— 

But  in  view  of  the  stioiig  expression  of  opinioo 
in  relation  to  this  matter  in  New  South  Wales, 
the  Premiers  have  modified  the  clause,  so  that  while 
the  Capital  cannot  be  fixed  at  Sydney,  or  in  its 
neighbourhood,  ptovision  is  made  in  the  Cookti. 
tution  for  its  establishment  in  New  South  Wales, 
at  a  reasonable  distance  from  that  city. 

The  people  of  Kew  South  Wales  knew 
what  that  resoluticm  was  when  they  ac- 
cepted the  Commonwealth  Bill.  They  read 
it  in  its  broader  meaning. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — They  read  it  in  every  way 
they  could. 

Mr.  KELLY. — And  it  is  now  attempted 
by  some  honorable  <  members  to  read  it  in 
any  way  they  can.  But  I  think  that  the 
people  of  the  other  States  will  be  in  favour 
of  fulfilling  to  the  utmost  limit  the  bond  en- 
teied  into  between  New  South  Wales  and 
th*;  other  States  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Such  being  the  case,  I  feel  convinced  that 
even  the  honorable  member  for  Melbourne 
Ports  will  try  to  meet  us  half  way. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  will  go  all  the  way.  I 
would  not  repudiate  a  letter  of  the  bond. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  also  trust  that  the  hon- 
orable member  will  seek  to  do  what  I  am 
sure  his  constituents  would  be  anxious  that 
he  should  do — to  honour  the  spirit,  as  well 
as  the  letter,  of  the  bcmd.    —  . 
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Mr.  Mauger. — I  am  sure  that  my  con- 
stituents, in  this  matter,  would  do  what  I 
should  like  them  to  do. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  hope  that  the  honorable 
member  and  others  will  endeavour  to  carry 
out  this  obligation  to  its  fullest  extent,  and 
nol  seek  to  take  a  technical  advantage  of 
a  deed,  which,  being  made  between  States 
which  were  relations,  was  drawn  not  too 
definitely.  Such  being  the  resolution 
which  was  carried  by  the  Premiers'  Cmfer- 
ence,  it  was  only  natural  that  the  people  of 
New  South  Wales  reckoned  that  the  Capi- 
tal would  be  established  somewhere,  as  the 
resolution  says,  within  "  a  reasonable  dis- 
tance "  of  their  capital  city.  In  view  of 
the  fact  that  New  South  Wales. took  that 
view,  and  that  on  the  strength  of  it  she 
entered  into  the  Federal  partnership,  I  hold 
that  the  question  of  the  locality  of  the 
Federal  city  is  one  in  which  New  South 
W^ales  is  peculiarly  interested — in  which 
she  is  interested  more  than  the  rest 
of  the  Commonwealth.  But  thei:e  is 
another  question,  namely,  that  of  the  ex- 
pense incurred  in  building  the  Capital,  and 
in  making  it  accessible.  I  hold  that  the 
matter  of  expense  is  a  Federal  question, 
in  which  all  the  States  are  equally  inter- 
ested. The  people  of  New  South  Wales 
having  entered  into  this  partnership,  their 
worst  fears  with  regard  to  the  fiscal  ques- 
tion were  realized.  As  the  result  of  it  her 
taxation  has  been  increased  by  500,000 
per  annum. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order  I  I  do  not 
think  that  the  question  of  the  Tariff  has 
anything  to  do  with  this  matter. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  people  of  New 
South  Wales  could  hai'e  reduced  their  tax- 
ation in  other  ways. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  want  to  show  that  since 
New  South  Wales  has  incurred  this  in- 
creased taxation,  she  is  now  more  than  ever 
entitled  to  that  consideration  which  she  ex- 
pected when  she  joined  (he  Union.  It  is 
very  significant  that  whereas  the  taxation  of 
New  South  Wales  has  been  increased,  taxa- 
tion throughout  the  rest  of  Australia — with 
the  exception  of  Western  Australia — has  not 
been  increased.  I  do  not  think  that  any 
Stale  is  better  pleased  than  is  New  South 
Wales  that  the  other  States  have  not  also 
suffered  increases,  but  still  the  fact  remains 
that  taxation  in  New  South  Wales  has  been 
considerably  augmented.  It  is  now  said 
that  the  State  Parliament  could  have  re- 
duced the  amount  of  taxation.  But  the 
only  direct  taxation  which  they  could  have 
diminished  was  to  the  amount  of  half-a-mil- 


lion.  As  a  consequence  of  this  heavy  in 
creased  Customs  and  Excise  taxation,  th 
people  of  New  South  Wales  now  feel  tha 
they  are  bearing  the  whole  cost  of  Federa 
tion.  There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  abov 
that. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — It  is  an  utter  absurd 
ity. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  New  South  Wale 
Customs  revenue  in  1901  amounted  t 
less  than  ;£2,ooo,ooa  In  1905  it  amounte 
to  nearly  ;^3,5oo,ooo.  In  other  words,  thei 
was  an  increase  of  slightly  more  tha 
j^i, 500,000.  In  Victoria  the  result  c 
Federation  has  meant  a  decrease  in  taxf 
tion  from  this  channel  of  jQ]  i  ,000 
and  in  Queensland  a  decrease  c 
;^238,ooo. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Has  this  anythin 
to  do  with  the  matter  under  discussion? 

Mr.  KELLY. — It  shows  the  reasons  ft 
the  spirit  in  which  this  question  is  regarde 
by  the  New  South  Wales  people. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  am  sorry  to  hav 
to  rule  that  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  th 
question  before  the  Chair. 

Mr.  KELLY. — Can  I  raise  a  point  u 
order  upon  that  issue?  I  am  showing  rej 
sons  for  the  bitter  feeling  prevailin 
amongst  the  New  South  Wales  people- 
feeling  which  in  itself  should  necessital 
our  hixiouring  the  bond  to  the  fullest  exten 

Mr.  Carpenter. — What  have  we  to  d 
with  their  feelings  in  regard  to  this  qiiei 
tion? 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  think  that  the  feelini 
of  the  New  South  Wales  people  form  \\ 
most  important  Federai  question  at  th 
piesent  time.  I  was  giving  what  I  considere 
to  be  a  pertinent  illustration,  but  if  tl 
Chairman  rules  that  it  is  out  of  order  I  wi 
bow  to  his  decision.  Our  duty  obviously  is : 
render  to  New  South  Wales  a  fulfilmei 
of  the  obligation  which  induced  her 
enter  the  Federation.  To  render  that  obi 
gation  we  ought  not  to  choose  a  site  th 
will  be  of  no  benefit  to  her,  but  a  site  whit 
will  satisfy  the  people  of  New  South  Wali 
that  the  Commonwealth  Parliament  is  e: 
deavouring  to  honour  the  obligations  e 
tered  into  in  their  liberal  and  true  sens 
I  propose  to  consider  the  differe 
sites  from  a  double  aspect  —  that  1 
location,  which  is  the  serious  aspe 
from  the  New  South  Wales  .jdj 
of  view ;  and  that  of  expense,  whii 
is  the  Federal  aspect.  Considered  in  tl 
light  of  those  two  aspects,  it  seems  to  i 
that  the  Welaregang  site  is  altogether  a 
of  the  running.    The^^nefits  itbat  woo 
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accrue  to  New  South  Wales  from  the  loca- 
tion of  the  Capital  at  Welaregang  are  abso- 
lutely nii. 

yir.  Carpenter. — Is  that  the  honorable 
member's  stand-pcnnt? 

Mr.  KELLY.— No,  not  altogether.    As  I 
have  explained,  I  am  considering  the  matter 
from  two  stand-points.  I  know  that  honorable 
members  fnxn  Western  Australia  are  very 
airy  in  their  views  about  expense;  but  I  can 
assure  the  honorable  member  that  it  is  ne- 
ct-ssary  to  consider  the  various  sites  from 
the  point  of  view  of  expenditure.    I  am 
dividing  the  aspects  of  the  matter  into  two 
—  the  view  which  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales  might  reasonably   take,    and  that 
which  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  as 
a  whole  might  reasonably  take.    The  first 
is  the  question  of  locality,  which  is  pecu- 
liarly of  State  interest ;  and  the  second  has 
relation  to  expense,  in.  which  the  whole 
Commonwealth  is   directly   interested!  I 
hold  that  on  the  first  of  these  two  pcnnts 
the  Welaregang  site  is  altogether  out  of 
the  running.     It  is  inaccessible  from  the 
point  of  view  of  New  South  Wales. ,  It 
is  on  the  border  of  that  State.    It  is  a 
place  which  would  draw  all  its  supplies 
from  a  neighbouring  State.    In  this  I  an; 
merelv  putting  the  New  South  Wales  point 
of    view.     I    do   not   expect   some  of 
the   members   from  other   States   to  at- 
tach   more    importance    to    the  point 
than    they    are  predisposed  to  do,  hav- 
ing regard  to  the  interests  they  represent- 
The  State  of  New  South  Wales  would  de- 
rive no  advantage  whatever  from  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Federal  Capital  at  Welare- 
gang.     As  a  matter  of  fact,  its  establish- 
ment there  would  place  that  State  in  a 
worse  position  than  that  in  which  she  is  at 
present,  because  it  must-  not  be  forgotten 
that  New  South  Wales  must  supply  all  the 
Crown  lands  free,  and  forego  all  taxation 
on  the  alienated  lands.    The  establishment 
of  the  Capital  at  Welaregang  would  there- 
fore render  the  fulfilment  of  an  obligation, 
from  which  New  South  Wales  expected  to 
derive  an  advantage,  only  a  new  means  of 
irritating  the  people  of  that  State ;  it  would 
mean  a  fresh  sacrifice,  and  a  new  source 
of  unfederal  feeling.  At  present  New  South 
Wales  is  in  a  state  of  unrest,  because  the 
settlement  of  this  question  has  been  delayed 
for  some  years.    It  is  now  our  duty,  not 
only  to  at  once  secure  its  settlement,  but  to 
allay  the  irritation  that  exists.    In  Welare- 
gang we  have  a  site  which  is  distinctly 
unsatisfactory   to   the  mother   State,  and 
one    ^xnit    which   we   practically  know 


nothing.  It  has  not  been  surveyed, 
and  we  are  being  asked  to  take  a 
leap  in  the  dark  which  may  afterwards  ex- 
pose this  Parliament  to  the  ridicule  of  the 
civilized  world.  We  have  before  us  an 
extremely  scratchy  report  on  the  Tooma 
district  That  is  not  the  fault  of 
its  author,  because  he  was  asked,  with- 
out making  a  survey  or  examination 
of  the  district,  to  sit  .  down  in  his 
office  and  furnish  Parliament  with  a 
report  on  which  we  are  supposed  to  decide 
for  all  time  the  Federal  Capital  of  Aus- 
tralia. In  this  connexion  I  may  say  that 
I  am  very  much  surprised  at  the  attitude 
assumed  by  the  honorable  member  foi 
Perth.  That  honorable  member  told  the 
Committee  that  he  intended  to  vote  for  the 
Welaregang  site,  because  that  would  mean 
deferring  the  question  for  a  further  period. 
He  »plained  that  if  we  decided  upcm 
Tocxna  the  Senate  would  not  agree  to  our 
choice,  and  that  would  probably  mean  the 
relegation  of  the  question  to  a  sessifxi  of 
Parliament — might  I  say — five  or  six  years 
hence,  until  within  the  fifty-mile  radius 
suggested  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume  a  site  might  be  discovered  possessing 
all  the  advantages  which  are  now  claimed 
for  the  Welaregang  site. 

Mr.  Batcheloh. — To  .what  site  is  the 
honorable  member  referring  ?  To  the 
Lyndhurst  site? 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  Minister  of  Home 
Affairs  would  appear  to  be  confusing  the 
places.  iFor  his  information  I  may  say 
that  Welaregang  is  a  place  on  the  Upper 
Murray  near  the  border  between  New 
South  Wales  and  Victoria. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Which  is  the  site, 
the  choice  of  which  is  likely  to  delay  the 
decision  of  the  question? 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  was  referring  to  the 
attitude  assumed  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Perth,  who  told  the  CtMmnittee 
that  he  intended  to  vote  for  Tooma,  be- 
cause he  knew  that  another  place  would 
not  accept  that  site,  and  consequently  the 
settlement  of  the  question  would  be  delayed 
pending  an  examination  of  the  scenic 
beauties  and  other  advantages  of  the  dis- 
trict. 

Mr.  Batchelob. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber must  have  meant  Lyndhurst,  not 
Welaregang. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  presumed  that  the  hon- 
orable member  meant  Welaregang,  because 
he  said  Welaregang,  but  if  the  Minister  of 
Home  Affairs  assures  me  that  his  follow- 
ers do  not  mean  what  they^v,  I  must  bow 
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to  his  superior  knowledge  of  them.  In 
connexion  with  the  Tooma  site,  we  are  told, 
amongst  other  things,  that  the  district  is 
undoubtedly  well  watered.  We  were  told 
this  afternoon  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Moira  that  the  Dalgety  site  is  not  well 
watered.  I  might  remind  honorable  mem- 
bers that  when  the  Ccmunissioners  inspected 
the  Bombala  site  they  thought  there  would 
be  no  diflfculty  whatever  in  securing  a  gra- 
vitatioi  water  supply,  because  they  saw 
some  thirteen  streams  descending  from  the 
hills  in  its  vicinity. 

Mr.  Sydney  SafrrH. — Did  they  say  thir- 
teen ?   That  is  a  very  unlucky  number. 

Mr.  KELLY.— It  is;  but  this  was  at 
Bombala. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — The  honorable 
member  for  Macquarie  wishes  he  had  one 
of  the  streams  at  Lyndhurst. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Although  they  assumed 
that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  provid- 
ing the  Bombala  site  with  a  gravitation  sup- 
ply, when  they  came  to  make  a  closer 
examination  of  the  country  they  found  that 
they  could  not  supply  water  to  a  city  of 
any  size  at  the  Bombala  site  without  pump- 
ing. With  respect  to  the  Tooma  site,  we 
have  the  same  report  that  it  is  a  well- 
watered  district,  but  when  it  is  examined 
closely  honorable  members  may  find  that 
in  order  to  supply  the  Tooma  site  with 
water  it  may  be  necessary  to  pump  it  from 
th?  Iklurray.'  The  i^er  who  furnishes  us 
with  a  report  about  Tooma  says  — 

"Looking  at  the  watershed  of  the  Murray  River, 
with  the  object  of  ascertaining  what  gravitation 
schemes  for  water  supply  are  available,  it  would 
appear  That  the  upper  parts  of  the  Mannus  and 
Tumberumba  Creek  could  be  utilized,  and  also 
Paddy's  Kiver,  above  the  Falls — all  draining  into 
the  looma  River.  Settlement  and  mining  inter- 
ests on  the  heads  of  these  streams  might,  how* 
ever,  prove  objectionable,  and,  moreover,  I  think 
a  much  more  effective  supply  can  be  drawn  from 
the  main  branch  of  the  Tooma  Rivex  itself. 

I  wish  to  be  perfectly  fair  to  this  site,  and 
I  therefore  admit  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Moira  told  us  this  afternoon  that 
a  gravitation  scheme  might  be  secured  from 
the  Tooma  River,  above  its  junction  with 
these  two  streams,  which,  according  to  this 
■report,  are  impregnated  with  dangerous  in- 
gredients. The  honorable  member,  how- 
ever, forgot  to  tell  us  that  the  point  to  which 
he  refers  is  twenty-two  miles  from  the  pro- 
posed site  of  the  Capital  city;  that  there 
is  no  estimate  of  the  cost  of  such  a  scheme 
before  the  Committee ;  and  that  fifteen  or 
twenty  miles  of  piping  might  mean  an 
expense  which  the   Federal  Parliament 


would  not  be  prepared  to  sanction,  if  the 
whole  of  the  facts  and  figures  were  before 
it.    This  officer  also  says — 

It  would  be  very  difficult  at  this  stage  to 
tempt  a  definite  detemunatioa  of  the  actual  popj- 
lation  it  would  be  likely  to  supply. 

Surely  a  statement  of  that  sort  from  a  re- 
sponsible officer  should  make  bcwiorab.e 
members  pause  before  deciding  in  favour  of 
the  ToOToa  site  I  He  goes  on  to  state  the  ex- 
pense of  constructing  the  railway  lines  that 
would  be  necessary  to  omnect  the  Tooma 
ate  with  the  railway  systems  alreadv  ii 
existence.  He  mentions  three  surveyed  lines 
from  the  Victorian  side,  and  his  estimate  of 
their  cost,,  without  building  the  bridge 
across  the  Murray  necessary  to  complete  I 
the  connexion,  and  without  rolling-stock, 
would  be  respectively  ;^620,ooo,  j£7o3>°^' 
and  ;^86i,ooo. 

Mr.  Robinson^ — And  it  would  cost 
many  thousands  more  to  bridge  the  Murray. 

Mr.  KELLY. — On  the  other  side,  with 
respect  to  the  railway  necessary  to  connect 
with  the  Tumut  line,  this  gentleman,  in  his 
report,  says — 

Between  Tumut  and  the  Victorian  border  I  be- 
lieve  a  practicable,  though  hillv,  route  is  obtain- 
able, but  between  Tumut  and  Vats  I  ondeTstasd 
a  fiying  inspection  disclosed  some  difficnlties. 

This  is  the  very  favorable  report  of  which 
we  have  been  told  concerning  the  line  be- 
tween Welaregang  and  Tumut ! 

Mr.  Kennedy. — Yass  does  not  come  be 
tween  Welaregang  and  Tuinut. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  surveyor,  after  mat-  | 
ing  this  report,  takes  this  particular  view  ■ 
of  what  he  speaks  of  as  a  "practicable  | 
route."  I 

Mr.  Kennedy. — ^That  is  for  a  shorter 
pDute  between  Sydney  and  Tumut  than  the 
railway  now  existing. 

Mr.  KELLY. — No;  the  surveyor's  pro- 
posal is  one  to  connect  Welaregang  with 
Tumut. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — No;  to  get  a  more  di- 
rect route  fr«n  Sydney. 

Mr.  KELLY.— We  should  not  want  a 
more  direct  route  than  that 

Mr.  Kennedy. — ^The  hoiorable  membei 
will  find  that  Yass  is  between  Tumot  and 
Sydney,  and  not  between  Tumut  and 
Welaregang. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  am  now  speaking  of 
the  more  economical  route,  to  which  the 
surveyor  refers  as  the  only  practicable 
route. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — Not  the  most  economi- 
cal, but  the  more  direct^ioute.  . 
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Mr.  KELLY.— He  says  that  he  believes 
that     the  route    between    Tumut  and 
thv      Victorian    border     is  practicable* 
though    hilly.     He   does   ikO.   say  that 
it     is    practicable,    because    he  knows 
nothing  definite  about  it.     We  have  had 
K.oyal  Commissioners  inspecting    the  other 
siit;<{.  ^nd   special   surveyors  making  con- 
tour survej-s  of  them,  but  we  are  asked  to 
accept  this  site  in  the  dark,  unless  we  adopt 
the  sugi^ion  of  the  honorable  member  for 
I'erih,  and  vote  for  it  in  order  to  shelve  the 
whole  question  for  a  further  period.     I  do 
not  think  that  honorable  members  will  take 
that  view,  because  I  believe  they  are  pre- 
pared to  settle  the  question  now,  knowing 
that  sufficient  time  has  already  been  wasted 
in     deciding     this     matter.       I  think 
T  have  now  shown  that  not  only  from  the 
New  South  Wajes  point  of  view  of  locality, 
but  also  from  the  Federal  point  of  view 
of  expense  and  accessibility,  this  Tooma 
site  is  absolutely  out  of  the  running.  I 
ha\e  now  a  word  or  two  to  say  about  the 
Dalgety  site.    It  holds  a  distinctly  stronger 
position  than  does  the  Welaregang  site. 
Whilst  the  Tooma  site  would  require  a  large 
expenditure  to  connect  it  with  either  Sydney 
or  Melbourne,  the  Dalgety  site  is  more  or 
less  accessible  from  Sydney,  and  railway 
communication   between   it    and  Sydney 
would  be  completed  by  a  short  extension 
to  Dalgety  of  the  line  from  Goulbum  to 
Cooma.     Consequently,  fnom  the  point  of 

view  

Mr.  Batchelor. — Of  Sydney. 

Mr.  KEIXY. — I  am  sorry  that  the 
.%tinister  should  be  so  prejudiced  against 
Sydney.  I  hope  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  will  bear  with  me.  as  I  am  con- 
sidering the  question  from  both  points  of 
view. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  is  the  Minis- 
ter's view?  He  does  not  appear  to  have 
any  on  this  matter. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Yes,  I  think  the  Minis- 
ter has  made  up  his  mind. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Why  does'  not  the 
Minister  of  Home  Affairs  tell  us  what  it 
is? 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  honorable  gentleman 
is  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  and  must  assume  an 
impartial  attitude.  I  have  been  accused 
of  taking  an  entirely  provincial  view  when 
I  say  that  Dalgety  is  more  accessible  to 
Sydney  than  is  Welaregang.  I  look 
upon  Sydney  as  the  heart  of  the  State  of 
Kew  South  Wales,  and  I  have  tried  to 
make  it  clear  that  I  am  regarding  the 


question  ficxn  the  point  of  view  of  the 
State  of  New  South  Wdes,  as  well  as  from 
the  point  of  view  of  tlie  Commonwealth, 
since  they  are  both  parties  to  the  compact. 
I  say  that  the  questicHi  of  locality  is  of 
supreme  importance  to  the  State  of  New 
South  Wales,  whilst  the  question  of  ex- 
pense is  of  Federal  importance.  I  have, 
I  think,  proved  that  Welaregang  is  barred 
on  both  these  considerations.  I  am  now 
endeavouring  to  show  that  from  the  point 
of  view  of  locality  alone,  Dalgety  is  su- 
perior to  Welaregang.  From  the  point 
of  view  of  expense  it  is  also  preferable 
to  that  site,  and  it  has  this  further  ad- 
vantage that  it  has  been  surveyed,  re- 
ported on,  and  subjected  to  criticism,  to 
which  we  have  had  no  time,  so  far,  to  sub- 
ject the  Tooma  site.  However,  when  com- 
pared with  Lyndhurst,  I  hold  that  the  Dal- 
gety site  must  give  place. 

SIt.  Austin  Chapman. — Nonsense  ! 

Mr.  KELLY.  — The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Eden-Monaro  no  doubt  thinks 
that  I  should  have  stopped  at  the  previ- 
ous sentence,  but  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales  desire  that  the  Lyndhurst  site  should 
be  chosen  out  of  the  three  I  have  men- 
tioned. If  we  take  the  State  point  of  view 
only  into  consideration,  Lyndnurst  should 
receive  our  unanimous  support.  There  is 
slili  the  Federal  point  of  view  to  be  con- 
sidered— the  question  of  expense  and  acces- 
sibility. On  that  consideration,  I  main- 
tain that  Lyndhurst  again  has  first  place, 
because,  for  one  thing,  it  is  situated  on  a 
main  line  of  railway  already  oiMnpIeted. 
At  the  present  time  Lyndhurst  is  equally 
accessible  by  rail  from  Melbourne  and 
Sydney,  and  when  the  New  South  Wales 
railways  are  continued  from  Cobar, 
through  Wilcannia,  to  Broken  Hill,  and 
from  Wellington  to  Werris  Creek,  without 
expense  to  the  Commonwealth — because  we 
have  it  on  the  authority  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume  that  they  will  be  con- 
structed by  the  Government  of  the  State 
solely  for  the  development  of  its  own 
territory — the  site  will  be  in  direct  com- 
municaticxi  with  Adelaide  and  Brisbane  as 
welL  Lyndhurst  will  then  be  really  the 
heart  of  the  railway  systms  of  Australia, 
and  the  most  accessible  of  all  the  sites. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  marvellous  to 
me  that  any  Western  Australian  should  be 
in  favour  of  any  other  site. 

Mr.  KELLY. — The  honorable  member 
for  Moira  this  afternoon  made  a  great 
point  of  the  alleged  want  of  water  in  the 
Lyndhurst  district;  but  he^ surely  cannot 
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have  read  the  official  report  furnished  by 
Mr.  Wade,  the  Chief  Engineer  for  Water 
Conservation  in  New  South  Wales,  and 
the  ofiicer  whose  capacity  was  so  admitted 
that  he  was  intrusted  by  the  Government  of 
that  State  with  the  work  of  reporting  on 
irrigation  in  the  United  States.  Mr,  Wade, 
in  a  report  based  upon  that  of  the  Capital 
Sites  Commission,  and  his  own  personal 
and  intimate  knowledge  of  the  district, 
says — 

The  Federal  Royal  Commission  appointed  to 
report  on  the  proposed  sites  for  the  beat  of  Go- 
vernment considered  that  the  Coombing  Rivulet 
of  eighty  square  miles  catchment  area,  together 
with  the  Flyn's  Creek,  of  eighteen  square  miles 
catchment  area,  were  capable  of  supplying  by 
gravitation  a  population  of  54,000  people,  at  an 
average  consumption  at  the  rate  of  100  gallons 
per  head  per  diem. 

They  also  mentioned  that  the  CadianguUong 
Creek,  with  a  catchment  area  of  fourteen  and  a 
half  square  miles,  and  Brown's  Creek,  wiUi  a 
catchment  area  of  forty-seven  square  miles, 
were  capable  of  supplying  by  gravitation  an  ad- 
ditional population  of  35,000  people  on  a 
similar  basis  of  consumption,  or,  in  all,  a  total 
by  gravitation  of  89,000  people. 

I  am  personally  acquainted  with  all  of  these 
catchments,  and  am  in  accord  with  the  Commis- 
sioners in  their  views  as  to  basis  of  run  off,  and 
consider  that,  by  amplifying  the  storage,  a  popu- 
lation in  round  numbers  of  100,000  people  could 
be  supplied  with  100  gallons  per  head  per  diem. 
The  consumption  of  Melbourne  is  about 
58i  gallons  per  diem  per  head  of  the  popu- 
lation, while  that  of  Sydney  is  about  43 
gallons,  and  of  London,  speaking  from 
memory,  less  than  40  gallons,  so  that  the 
estimated  available  supply  at  Lyndhurst  is 
calculated  at,  per  head,  about  twice  that  pro- 
vided for  Melbourne,  more  than  twice  that 
provided  for  Sydney,  and  still  greater  pro- 
portionately than  that  of  London.  In  ad- 
dition to  what  can  be  obtained  from  a  gra- 
vitation scheme,  provision  can  be  made  for 
a  pumping  scheme. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — At  what  cost?  . 

Mr.  KELLY.— Since  the  gravitation 
scheme  would  give  such  a  liberal  supply  for 
a  population  of  100,000  people,  it  is  hardly 
necessary  to  take  the  pumping  scheme  into 
consideration,  beyond  mentioning  it  as  a 
possible  augmentation  of  the  other.  The 
cost  of  supplying  the  city  by  gravitation 
would  be  about  7'5d.  per  1,000  gallons. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — That  is  exclusive  of  re- 
ticulation. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Yes.  The  cost  of  re- 
ticulation would  bring  the  price  of  water 
up  to  lod.  or  IS.  per  1,000  gallons,  where- 
ai  in  Melbourne  it  costs  is.  6d.  per  1,000 
gallons.      Furthermore,  it  must  be  borne 


in  mind  that  that  rate  provides  a  sixiUbg 
fund  which  would  pay  o£F  the  whole  cost 
of  the  work  within  twenty-^ght  years. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — And  there  would 
be  a  supply  of  126,000,000  gallons  a.  diy 
for  irrigation  purposes. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Yes.  In  view  of  these 
facts,  which  have  been  placed  before  honor- 
able members  on  the  authority  of  the  Chief 
Engineer  for  Water  Conservation  in  New 
South  Wales,  it  was  distinctly  ungenerous 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Moira  to 
say  that  if  the  Lyndhurst  site  is  chosen,  tlit: 
people  living  in  the  Capital  may  occasion- 
ally suffer  from  droughts. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — I  quoted  from  the  Com- 
missioners' report  They  say  that  the 
creeks  were  dry  at  the  time  they  visited 
the  place. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  city  of  Sydney, 
which  has  a  population  of  over  500,000, 
depends  for  its  water  supply  on  a  storm- 
water  catchment  area. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — The  rainfall  on  that  area 
is  more  than  15  inches  per  annum. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — ^The  average  rain- 
fall at  Lyndhurst  is  29'54  inches  per  an- 
num. 

Mr.  KELLY. — Yesj  and  that  is  pro- 
bably a  higher  rainfall  than  is  enjoyed  on 
the  Camden  catchment,  because  It  is  just 
inside  the  coastal  range,  and  between  it  is 

the  dividing  range. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Mr.  Pridham 
puts  the  aggregate  cost  of  the  Lyndhurst 
water  supply  at  over  _;^2,ooo,ooo. 

Mr.  KELLY. — Even  that  is  nothing 
like  so  much  as  it  would  cost  to  .connect 
Dalgety  with  the  Gippsland  line  at  Bairns- 
dale. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — ^What  is  the  total 
capital  cost  of  Mr.  Wade's  scheme? 

Mr.  KELLY. — ^;^58i,ooo,  which  is  less 
than  it  would  cost  to  connect  Tooma  with 
the  Victorian  railway  system,  and  about  one- 
fifth  of  what  it  would  cost  to  connect  Dalgety 
with  Bairnsdale.  From  the  Federal  point 
of  view,  Lyndhurst  is  quite  the  best  of  the 
proposed  sites.  The  people  of  New  South 
Wales  place  great  importance  upon  the  im- 
mediate settlement  of  this  question.  The 
feeling  in  that  State — I  do  not  now  go  into 
the  question  of  whether  it  is  justifiable 
— is  that  she  has  been  tricked  into  the 
Federation  for  a  consideration  which  is  now 
being  withheld  .from  her.  I  am  sure  that 
honorable  members  are  eager  to  honour  the 
constitutional  obligation  to  New  South 
Wales,  and  if  they  could  realize,  that  if 
some  of  the  proposed  sites  were  chosen  the 
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people  of  that  State  would  not  regard  it  as 
an  honouring  of  that  obligation,  because  no 
benefit  to  them  would  result,  they  would 
act  differently.  If,  after  a  delay  of  so 
many  years  has  occurred,  such  a  site  is 
chosen,  the  feeling  of  irritation  and  dis- 
content now  smouldering  in  the  mother 
State  may  burst  out  into  a  flame  of  indig- 
nation which  would  be  prejudicial  to  the 
State,  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  danger- 
ous to  the  Union,  which  we  are  all  bound 
to  uphold. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden-Mo- 
naro). — It  is  not  my  intention  to  speak  at 
great  length,  because  so  much  has  already 
l)een  said  on  this  subject.  Had  it  not  been 
for  the  statements  of  some  honorable  mem- 
Ijers,  I  should  hardly  have  deemed  it  neces- 
sar\'  to  say  anything  at  all.  The  advan- 
tages of  adopting  the  district  which  I  favour 
are  so  apparent  that  the  place  has  only  to 
be  seen,  or  to  be  spoken  of,  to  commend  it- 
self to  all  who  view  the  question  from  the 
national  rather  than  the  provincial  stand- 
I»oint.  I  was  rather  surprised  to  hear  the 
h(HiorabIe  member  for  Wentworth  follow 
the  line  of  argument  which  has  been  used 
by  a  number  of  other  representatives  of 
New  South  Wales,  by  mainraining  that  the 
people  of  that  State  expected  to  receive,  as 
the  price  for  joining  the  Unicm,  the  location 
of  the  Capital  within  its  borders.  The  hon- 
orable member  stated  that  at  the  first  re- 
ferendum fewer  than  80,000  persons  voted 
for  the  Bill,  and  that  the  requisite  majority 
would  not  have  been  obtained  had  it  not 
been  promised  that  the  Seat  of  Government 
nf  the  Commonwealth  would  be  situated 
in  New  South  Wales.  I  deny  that  that  is 
so.  No  doubt,  in  the  mother  ^tate,  there 
was  a  strong  feeling  that  the  Capital  should 
be  situated  within  its  borders,  and  many 
persons  supported  that  view  when  urging 
the  acceptance  of  the  Constitution.  But 
to-night  we  must  deal  with  this  matter  from 
the  Federal  stand-point.  We  have  to  select 
a  site  where  the  Capital  will  remain, 
no*  for  a  few  years,  but  for  all  time.  Con- 
sequently, we  must  choose  the  best  site 
available,  observing  the  provision  in  the 
Constitution,  not  only  literally,  but  in  its 
spirit  as  well.  The  meaning  "of  the  Con- 
stitution is  so  clearly  expressed  that  it 
does  not  require  explanation,  and,  therefore. 
I  do  not  propose  to  deal  with  it.  I  intend 
rather  to  address  myself  to  some  of  the 
speeches  which  we  have  heard  regarding 
certain  of  the  proposed  sites.  In  the  first 
place.  I  ask  the  Committee  to  remember 
who  they  are  who  made  those  speeches. 
6  Q  • 


The  remarks  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Moira  are  fresh  in  our  memory,  and, 
therefore,  I  shall  commence  with  them. 
His  objection  to  the  Dalgety  site  is  that 
it  is  too  cold,  and  he  had  a  great  deal  to 
say  of  the  miserable  weather  and  the  snow 
which  he  met  there.  Yet,  in  the  next 
breath  he  told  us  that  the  Snowy  Moun- 
tains are  nearer  to  Tooma^which  he  fa- 
vours— than  to  Dalgety;  and  he  had  so 
much  to  say  about  the  beauty  of  the  Tooma 
climate  that  I  almost  expected  to  hear  him 
recite  the  poem  entitled  "  Beautiful  Snow." 
He  did  not,  however,  give  us  to  under- 
stand why  the  snow  on  one  side  of  Mt. 
Kosciusko  should  be  colder  than  the 
snow  on  the  other  side  of  it. 
That  has  not  been  made  clear.  Then  again 
the  honorable  member  told  us,  with  the 
same  cocksureness  that  has  characterized  him 
throughout,  that  he  questioned  the  suffi- 
ciency of  the  water  supply  at  Dalgety. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — I  quoted  the  report  of 
the  Commissioners. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  do  not 
propose  to  answer  the  statement  of  honor- 
able members,  who,  bereft  of  every  other 
opportunity  of  traducing  the  Dalgety 
site,  express  doubts  with  regard  to  the  water 
supply. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — I  am  glad  the 
honorable  member  is  getting  a  "  turn " 
about  the  water  supply. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  great 
sorrow  of  the  honorable  member's  life  is 
that  he  cannot  show  us  any  water  at  Lynd- 
hurst.  The  honorable  member  is  reputed  to 
be  a  great  temperance  advocate,  and  Ke 
knows  that  unless  an  expenditure  of  up- 
wards of  ;^2, 000,000  is  incurred,  it  will 
be  impossible  to  provide  an  adequate  water 
supply  at  Lyndhurst.  Mr.  Pridham  is  my 
authority  for  that  statement.  No  temper- 
ance man  ought  to  advocate  the  adoption  of 
the  Lyndhurst  site,  because  water  will  be 
so  scarce  that  it  will  be  nec^sary  to  lock 
up  the  water,  and  Xeoxe  the  whiskv  outside. 
We  dan  fully  understand  that  the  honorable 
member  is  very  touchv  about  anv  reference 
to  the  question  of  water  supply.  The 
honorable  member  for  Moira  stated  that 
there  was  no  timber  at  Dalgetv  ;  but  he  in# 
formed  us  that  he  had  not  visited  that  part 
of  the  countrv  since  1884. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— There  was  more 
timber  there  then  than  there  is  now. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  inter- 
jection made  by  the  honorable  member  re- 
minds me  of  the  fact  that  he  has 
now  submitted  his  sixteenth  „site.i_  He 
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started  with  Lyndhurst ;  then  he  raved  about 
Tumut,  became  enthusiastic  about  Gadara 
and  Lacmalac,  afterwards  advocated  tha 
claims  of  Albury,  and  finally  urged  that 
Tooma  and  Welaregang  should  receive 
favorable  consideration.  The  record  of 
the  honorable  member's  performances  in 
this  respect  will  prove  as  interesting  read- 
ing as  Leaves  from  an  Office  Boy's  Diary. 
So  rapid  has  been  his  progress,  that  it  re- 
minds us  of  the  entries — "  Monday,  hired 
out ;  Tuesday,  tired  out ;  Wednesday,  fired 
out."  I  shall  have  something  to  say  with  re- 
gard to  the  honorable  member,  whose  state- 
ments upon  this  Capital  question  entitle 
him  to  be  regarded  as  the  New  South  Wales 
Jack  the  Giant-Killer.  The  honorable 
member  for  Moira  referred  t<j  the  very 
large  expenditure  that  would  be  involved 
if  our  present  railway  systems  were  ex- 
fended  to  Southern  Monaro.  He  forgot  j 
to  tell  us  that,  according  to  the  figures  j 
given  in  the  report  recently  quoted  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Wentworth,  at  the 
very  lowest  possible  estimate,  an  expendi 
ture  of  j^5oo,ooo  would  be  entailed  if 
railway  omimunication  were  established  be- 
tween the  Victorian  system  and  Welare- 
gang, That  money  would  have  to  be  spent 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  connecting  Welare- 
gani^  with  the  Victorian  system.  The  same 
authority  states  that  it  would  only  be  practic-  ; 
able  to  construct  a  railway  from  the  New  I 
South  Wales  side,  at  an  outlay  that  would  I 
amount  to  at  least  ^^^300,000  or  j^4oo,ooo. 
unless  a  detour  were  made  by  way  of 
Albury.  I  am  quoting  from  the  report,  1 
and  propose  to  allow  honorable  members 
to  decide  for  themselves. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — That  information  is 
not  contained  in  the  report. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  have  ob- 
tained my  information  from  tlie  reports  pre- 
sented to  us.  I  am  endeavouring  to  show 
how  the  honorable  member  fur  Moira  has 
been  induced  to  act  upon  information  sup- 
plied by  the  honorable  memU-r  for  Hume, 
or  some  one  else.  I  give  the  honorable  m«n- 
ber  credit  for  good  intentions,  but  he 
should  remember  that  the  way  to  a  warmer 
place  than  Tumut  is  paved  with  g'xid  in- 
tentions, and  should  be  more  careful  in 
accepting  statements  made  to  him  by  in- 
terested parties.  The  honorable  member 
for  Moira  said  that  it  was  very  t|uestion- 
able  whether  the  Southern  Monnro  table- 
land could  produce  sufficient  food  to  sup- 
ply the  requirements  of  a  jmpulation  of 
50,000. 


Mr.  Kennedy. — ^There  again.  I  quote 
from  the  report  of  the  G>iiimissiniers. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Let  us  se 
what  one  authority  has  to  say  with  regar 
to  that  district.  His  statement  reads  s 
follows : — 

I  think  if  there  tit  a  district  in  which  a  railwr 
should  be  constructed  it  is  from  the  tablelan 
to  the  port  of  Eden.  There  is  do  finer  port  i 
the  Colony,  and  there  is  no  fioer  country  at  tl 
back  of  it.  It  is  certainly  to  be  regretted  th 
the  construction  of  the  line  has  been  left  so  lor 
in  abeyance.  There  is  no  possible  doubt  that  tl 
port  must  become  a  great  shipping  port,  and 
will  become  a  great  centre  of  population. 

Mr.  Kennedy.— Who  was  that  authority 
Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  h<M 
orable  member  for  Hume. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  spolK  of  the  Be^ 

district. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  Be( 
I  country  is  close  at  hand,  but  it  is  not 
I  the  back  of  Eden. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Oh,  yes,  it  i' 
quite  close  to  it. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Since  th 
time — within  the  last  five  years — the  ho 
oiable  member  for  Hume  has  advocnti 
the  construction  of  a'  railway  through  tl 
Southern    Monaro    tableland.      He  h 
said  that  it  was  a  shame  that  there  w 
no  railway  there,  and  has  described  tl 
i  glories  and  wonders  of  the  district.  N'l; 
I  he  tells  us  a  series  of  Munchausen  stori 
1  with  regard  to  other  sites.    The  words 
have  quoted  represented  the  opinion  of  tl 
honorable  member  five  years  ago,  but  : 
I  one  expects  him  to  hold  that  opinion  no 
Sir  William  Lyne. — I  had  not  seen  t 
district.   What  I  was  referring  to  was  t 
Bega  countrv. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Bega  is 
the  coast,  and  cannot  be  described  as  sil 
ated  at  the  back  of  Eden.  It  is  of  no  i 
for  the  honorable  member  to  endeavour 
escape-  from  his  dilenuna  in  that  way.  , 
Sir  William  Lyne. — I  am  not  endi 
vouring  to  escape. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  kn 
that  the  honorable  member  frequen 
wishes  that  Hansard  had  been  burnt,  1 
cause  he  knows  that  by  its  means  he  < 
be  confounded  out  of  his  own  mouth. 

Sir  Wiluah  Lyne. — No;  I  like  H 
sard.   I  was  acting  on  the  statements  of 
honorable  member,  and  had  not  seen 
place. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  SB 
ment  I  have  quoted  was  made  in  1891, 
fore  I  had  the  pleasure  of  the  honor! 
member's  acquaintance. 
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Sir  WiLUAM  Lyme. — No,  na 
Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Politic, 
ally,  I  mean.  I  believe  that  the  hoiior> 
able  mmber  u-as  quite  right  in  the  state- 
ment he  then  made.  I  desire  now  to  quote 
another  statement  made  at  the  same  time 
by  a  man  who  did  a  great  deal  for  Federa- 
tion, and  whose  name  has  not  been  men- 
tioned in  connexion  with  this  debate.  All 
I  hose  who  believe  in  Federation  should  re- 
member his  name  with  respect.  I  refer  to 
the  late  Sir  Henry  Parkes.    He  said — 

It  does  not  follow  that  because  this  very  fine 
[.ort  hu,  from  cme  cause  or  another,  been  nes- 
lected,  that  it  will  continue  to  be  neglected. 
When  that  district  is  opened  by  railway  com- 
municalioD,  to  which,  in  my  judgment,  it  is  richly 
entitled,  Eden,  which  has  a  very  fine  harbor, 
will  become  the  site  of  a  very  important  mari- 
time  city.  I  have  that  faith  in  Uie  progress  of  this 
country  that  I  have  long  foreseen  that,  although 
retarded  by  unfavorable  circumstances,  this  result 
is  certain  by  the  very  force  of  growth  from  with, 
out.  .  .  Twofold  Bay  has  been  the  victim,  if  I 
may  so  term  it,  of  singular  neglect.  I  do  not 
s:iy  whose  fault  it  is.  It  is  very  difficult  to  dis. 
linguiiib;  but,  certainly,  before  many  years,  Two- 
fold Bay,  where  the  town  of  Eden  is  situated, 
will  become  one  of  the  most  important  places  in 
New  South  Wales.  I  have  no  doubt  whatever 
of  that.  As  far  baclc  as  1873  I  advocated  the 
conatmction  of  a  railway  to  the  port,  to  bring  the 
traffic  of  Monaro  to  the  bay. 

That  was  the  honest  opinion  of  a  man 
who  knew  the  country,  and  it  was  b^ed 
up  by  that  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume. 

Sir  WiLUAU  Lyne. — That  railway  has 
not  been  oonstnicted  yet. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— No,  and 
if  the  honorable  mendier  has  his  way,  it  will 
probably  be  some  little  time  before  the  rail- 
way is  built.  The  time,  however,  for  log- 
rolling in  oonnexion  with  railways  on  the 
part  of  the  hooorable  member  has  gtme 
by. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — ^The  honorable 
member  tried  to  log-roll  one  or  two  rail- 
wavs  with  me. 

Sir.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— It  is  for- 
tunate that  we  have  such  a  publication  as 
Hansard.  Its  records  are  sut^  that  it  in- 
duces us  to  accept  the  statemoiti  of  the 
honorable  member  with  not  the  proverbial 
grain,  but  a  bag  of  salt.  The  honorable 
member,  when  he  spoke  last  night,  made 
an  attack  upon  the  late  Mr.  Alexander 
Oliver. 

Sir  WiLUAU  Lyne. — I  did  not  attack 
him. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  hon- 
orable member  expressed  regret  that  the  late 
Mr.  Oliver  had  made  a  certain  i^xirt. 

6  Q3 


Sir  WiLUAK  Lyme. — ^Yes;  I  regretted 
that  he  had  issued  his  last  report- 
Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Because  it 
did  not  suit  the  honorable  member. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.— I  did  not  say  that. 
Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— No;  the 
honor^le  member  did  not  say  so,  but  we 
know  what  the  honorable  member's  policy 
is.  He  has  openly  announced  it  to  be 
win,  tie,  or  wrangle. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  am  going  to  win. 
Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  hon- 
orable member  will  neither  win,  tie,  nor 
wrangle.  He  may  walk  abcwt  and  boast 
that  he  will  be  able  to  turn  a  number  of 
honorable  members,  that  in  fact  he  has 
their,  votes  in  his  pocket,  but  he  will  find 
that  other  honorable  members  have  opinions 
as  well  as  himself,  and  that  whilst  they 
may,  as  I  do,  entertain  a  very  warm  per- 
sonal regard  for  him,  they  will  not  sacri- 
fice their  principles  in  order  to  please  him, 
by  voting  for  his  latest  fad.  I  would  re- 
mind the  honorable  member,  who  has 
boasted  that  he  will  be  able  to  turn  round 
a  number  of  honorable  members,  that  he 
should  not  "halloa"  before  he  is  out  of 
the  wood. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  never  made 
such  a  statement 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  confi- 
dently appeal  for  the  support  of  honorable 
members  who  knew  Mr.  Oliver,  when  I 
say  that  no  man  in  New  South  Wales  was 
better  fitted  for  the  task  intrusted  to  him. 
The  honorable  member  for  Hume  ap- 
pmnted  him.  He  is  very  clever  in  select- 
ing good  men  for  certain  work,  and  he 
often  gets  into  great  trouble  over  them.  He 
selects  good  men,  and  whilst  everything 
goes  to  suit  him  they  are  all  right. 
After  appointing  Mr.  Oliver,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales,  he  has  turned  round  and  accused 
him  of  having  found  fault  with  the  con- 
clusions of  the  Royal  Commission  ap- 
pointed by  the  Commonwealth  Govern- 
ment. I  have  nothing  to  say  against  the 
Commissioners.  As  I  told  the  honorable 
member  for  Moira,  no  one  doubts  their 
honesty;  but  a  great  many  persons  doubt 
the  impartiality  of  one  member  of  the 
Commission. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  is  a  very  un- 
fair thing  to  say. 

Mr.  AUSTIX  CHAPMAX.—I  intend 
to  say  what  I  think. 

Sir  William  Lvne.^ — It  is  very  unfair 
even  to  think  it. 
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Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  intend 

to  prove  it. 

Sir    William    Lyne. — ^The  hcmorable 
member  cannot  prove  it. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Perhaps 
not  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  honorable 
member.  The  late  Mr.  Oliver  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  New  South  Wales-  Govern- 
ment to  report  upon  the  various  sites  sug- 
gested for  the  Federal  Capital.  About 
sixty  sites  were  offered.  Mr.  Oliver  went 
round  the  country  and  made  patient  inquiry 
into  the  respective  claims  of  about  thirty  of 
these. 

Mr.  DucALD  Tbouson. — He  inquired 
closely  into  the  merits  of  fourteen  sites. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— He  made 
a  general  inquiry  in  respect  of  about  thirty 
sites,  but  he  examined  the  claims  of  four- 
teen of  them  very  carefully.  What  was  the 
result?  He  advised  that  Bombala  was  the 
best  site  available,  with  Yass  and  Orange 
coming  next  in  that  order.  He  also  added 
that  if  Tumut  were  connected  by  rail  he 
would  have  to  include  it  in  his  list  of  the 
most  eligible  sites.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hume  has  declared  that  the  late 
Mr.  Oliver  had  a  peculiar  habit  of  select- 
ing men  who  were  incapable  of  doing  tHe 
work  which  was  assigned  to  them. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.- The  Hon- 
orable member  said  that  he  did  not  select 
men  who  were  at  the  top  of  their  profes- 
sion. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  has  no  right  to  make  what  he  knows 
to  be  misstatements. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Mr.  Oliver 
singled  out  the  sites  which  I  have  men- 
tioneil.  What  do  we  find?  That  after 
thret'  or  four  years  of  inquiry  the  most  suit- 
able sites  have  been  practically  narrowed 
down  to  those  which  the  late  Mr.  Oliver 
selected  in  the  first  instance.  That  is  a 
gre.1t  corrpiiment  to  that  gentleman,  and  it 
is  a  pity  indeed,  now  that  he  is  in  his 
gra\-e,  that  comparisons  should  be  made  be- 
tween him  and  some  of  the  other  Commis- 
sioners. The  honorable  member  for  Hume 
has  found  fault  with  the  late  Mr.  Oliver  for 
taking  exception  to  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Kirkjiatrick  to  the  Capital  Sites  Com- 
mission. I  have  no  desire  to  sav  any- 
thing derogatory  to  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  but 
I  (!o  hold  that  to  compare  him  with  the 
late  Mr.  Oliver,  from  the  stand-point  of 
ability  tu  sift  evidence,  is  like  amiparing 


a, 6  feet  hy  8  feet  tent  with  the  Par 
liament  House  in  which  we  sit.  In  justici 
to  his  memory,  I  claim  that  the  honorabi' 
member  for  Hume  indulged  in  a  most  un 
fair  attack  upon  him.  The  honorable 
member  has  been  going  round  the  countr 
talking  about  the  blizzards  expeiienced  a 
Bombala.  No  doubt  he  thought  that  th 
cry  would  catch  on;  but,  as  a  matter  0 
fact,  it  has  become  such  a  standing  jok 
that  when  people  see  him  approaching  the 
exclaim,  "  Here  comes  Bombala's  blizzar 
Bill."  It  may  be  an  interesting  sort  0 
joke,  but,  unfortunately,  this  is  not  a  qu« 
tion  to  joke  about.  Personally  I  do  not  min 
the  honorable  member's  statements,  but  I  fet 
that  it  is  my  duty  to  point  out  how  mi: 
leading  they  are,  lest  some  honorable  men 
ters  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  fac 
might  be  disposed  to  believe  them.  Wh; 
does  the  honorable  member  know  aboi 
Bombala?  He  went  there,  and  was  upr 
tht:  sick-list.  He  immediately  obtained 
special  coach,  and  asked  to  be  driven  hon 
as  fast  as  possible.  When  he  arrived  : 
Cooma,  he  declared  that  it  must  be  a  Go 
forsaken  place,  because  it  contained  no  r 
freshment-room. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — No ;  the  honoral) 
member  for  Perth  was  with  me  at  ti 
time. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Yes  ;  ai 
the  honorable  member  has  pictured  tl 
terrible  mi.serv  of  the  honorable  memh 
for  Perth.  No  doubt  he  was  verj-  mu 
disgusted  with  that  honorable  member  wh 
he  found  that,  despite  all  that  had  been  ta 
him  during  this  sick  coach  journey,  he  hi 
voted  for  the  selection  of  Bombala.  I  s 
that  we  should  get  along  much  better 
honorable  members  would  rely  upon  t 
merits  of  the  sites  which  they  advocate,  i 
stead  of  attempting  to  traduce  other  siti 
in  the  hope  that  some  honorable  memt 
will  be  foolish  enough  to  believe  their  sta 
ments.  The  honorable  member  for  Hu 
has  been  going  about  affirming  that  neitl 
the  Dalgetv  nor  the  Southern  Monaro  s 
has  any  chance  of  being  selected,  in  1 
hope  that  snne  honorable  members  v 
support  the  Tooma  site. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — What  did  l 
honorable  member  say  about  typhoid ' 
Tumut  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— What  ( 
the  Capital  Sites  CommissicHiers  sav?  T 
evidence  taken  by  them  was  to  the  efl 
that  one  creek  supplied  a  number  of  typh 
cases  for  a  period  of  seventeen  years.  ' 

Mr.  Watson. — Oh^na 
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Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  say  that 
rny  statement  is  correct. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  should  like  the  honor- 
.ible  member  to  quote  the  particular  passage 
fr.im  the  evidence.  It  was  stated  that  there 
l^.  -f1  not  been  a  single  case  of  typhoid  for 
jseven  years. 

Mr. '  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.  —  It  is 
>iardly  the  province  of  the  Prime  Minister 
to  chime  in,  with  a  view  to  helping  the 
lionorable  member  for  Hume.  He  has 
j^iven  him  sufficient  help  in  the  past.  It  is 
n.  fortunate  thing  for  me  that,  to  a  certain 
extent,  the  honorable  gentleman  is  muzzled. 
2>i>rae  of  the  statements  which  he  has  made 
ai;ainst  the  Monaro  district  will  not  bear 
analysis. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  have  never  spoken  upon 
the  subject. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— But  during 
the  last  Parliament  the  Prime  Minister 
made  desperate  efforts  to  prevent  the 
Monaro  site  frtMn  being  selected.  He  made 
it  a  personal  matter  against  the  Monaro 
district. 

Mr.  Watson. — A  personal  matter  against 
the  honorable  member? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN— No,  but 
the  Prime  Minister  used  his  dwn  per- 
sonal popularity  with  tumorable  members 
to  prevent  the  Monaro  district  from  being 
selected.  He  has  sworn  a  sort  of  vendetta 
against  that  district.  However,  I  do  not 
mind  his  opposition,  because  he  fights  in 
the  open.  The  honorable  member  for 
Hume  has  stated  that  trees  will  not  grow 
in   the  Monaro  district. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— There  are  very  few 
trees  there. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN— If  honor- 
;ible  members  will  peruse  the  report  of  the 
Commissioners,  they  will  find  that  it  con- 
tains a  reference  to  the  "inexhaustible 
forests "  of  Bombala.  That,  I  think,  is 
a  sufficient  answer  to  the  statement  of  the 
honorable  member.  When  he  was  asked 
where  all  the  opossum  skins  came  frcnn  if 
there  were  no  trees  at  Bombala,  he  solemnly 
declared  that  they  were  ground  opossums. 
Had  they  been  under-ground  opossums,  he 
might  have  been  an  authority  upon  the 
subject. 

Sir  WiLUAH  LvNE. — Will  the  honorable 
member  produce  a  few  more  inventions? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  know 
what  is  respcmsibte  for  this  wonderful 
change  on  the  part  of  the  honorable  mem- 
her.  The  other  day  the  Age  published  a 
copy  of  a  letter  which  had  been  written  bv 


the  honorable  member  to  a  newspaper  in 
his  district,  in  which  he  declared  his  con- 
viction that  a  majority  of  honorable  mem- 
bers were  in  favour  of  selecting  the  Bom- 
bala site. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  not  think  I 
said  that. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  hon- 
orable member  did  say  it.  His  letter  is 
headed :  "  The  New  Idea,"  and  it  appeared 
in  the  Age  of  the  4th  July  last.  That 
journal  says — 

A  Rivcrina  paper  has  received  a  letter  from  Sir 
William  Lyoe,  stating  that  there  it  no  doubt  that 
a  majority  m  the  Federal  Psrltament  is  a^inst 
the  sites  near  the  town  o£  Tumut.  Sir  William 
Lyne  states  that  he  is  now  endeavouring  to  get  the 
area  selected  for  Bombala  so  extended  that  it  will 
take  in  Tumut.  Members  who  visited  the  Murray 
site  with  Sir  William  Lyoe  have  impressed  others 
with  the  suitability  of  that  locality,  and  it  is 
likely  there  will  be  ft  sufficient  number  to  support 
the  new  idea.  He  says  that  any  amount  of  imder- 
grouad  engineering  is  going  on  in  favour  of  Bom- 
bala, and  some  of  bis  colleagues  in  the  late  Minis- 
try are  the  principal  movers. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— That  is  not  my 
letter. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Not  only 
is  it  the  honorable  member's  letter,  but  the 
Gundagai  Independent,  which  is  published 
in  his  own  constituency,  reprints  it,  criti- 
cises it,  and  frankly  declares  that  if  a 
Tumut  site  cannot  win  by  the  adoption  of 
other  tactics  than  these,  it  is  preferable  that 
it  should  be  left  out  in  the  <xild. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — ^That  is  the  honor- 
able member's  paper. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN— I  have 
never  been  in  Gimdagai.  That  is  the  state- 
ment made  by  a  newspaper  which  is  pub- 
lished in  the  honorable  member's  own  dis- 
trict. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— Will  the  honorable 
member  read  the  statement  from  the  Gun- 
dagai Indefendentt 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  will  read 
it  for  the  benefit  of  the  honorable  member 
presently. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — That  was  Mr. 
Reid's  letter. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  hon- 
orable member  induced  Mr.  David  Reid  to 
come  to  Melbourne  to  be  exhibited  as  a 
product  of  the  Tumut  district,  but  he  sent 
him  home  very  rapidly  when  I  discovered 
that  all  his  early  life  had  been  spent  in  the 
Monaro  district.  The  Gundagai  Indepen- 
dent takes  the  honorable  member  to  task 
for  having  made  such  a  fatal  blunder.  A 
little  while  ago,  Mr.  B.  R.  Wise  affirmed 
that  the  Monaro  tableland  wa^  verv  niitahl» 
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place  for  the  establishment  of  the  Federal 
Capital.  The  honorable  member  for  Hume 
immediately  denounced  him  for  having  in- 
terfered. He  said  that  Mr.  Wise  had  no 
right  to  indulge  in  any  such  criticism. 
Apparently,  nobody  has  a  right  to  criticise. 
I  have  no  desire  to  say  anything  against 
the  To(xna  site,  because  I  have  not  seen  it 
But  I  have  seen  the  Albury  site,  and  there 
is  not  much  difference  between  the  two.  The 
former  is  a  little  closer  to  the  snow  line, 
but  its  altitude  is  about  the  same  as  is  that 
of  Albur>'.  It  is  between  i.ioo  and  1,600 
feet  above  sea  level.  The  last  Parliament 
decided  that  no  site  should  be  eligible  for 
selection  which  had  an  altitude  of  less 
than  1,500  feet,  but  that  provision  has  been 
carefully  eliminated  from  this  Bill.  Why? 
In  my  opinion,  because  its  omission  suited 
the  district  represented  by  the  hcnoorable 
member. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  hmtorable 
member  has  been  told  that  I  knew  nothing 
about  the  matter,  and  consequently  it  is 
not  fair  for  him  to  make  that  statement. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— t  do  not 
say  that  the  provision  was  eliminated  at 
the  instigati<xi  of  the  honorable  member, 
but  I  believe  that  it  was  omitted  to  suit  his 
district.  Otherwise,  how  is  it  that  when 
one  of  the  surveyors  discovered  that  the  sites 
in  the  Tumut  area,  which  had  an  altitude 
of  more  than  1,500  feet,  were  not 
suitable  for  the  Federal  Capital,  inquiries 
were  immediately  set  on  foot  in  respect  of 
sites  with  a  less  altitude.  Was  it  merely 
a  remarkable  oc»ncidence? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^That  is  a  very  un- 
worthy insinuation. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— 19  view  of 
the  suggestions  made  last  night  by  the  hon- 
orable member  as  to  tricl^ry  having  been 
resorted  to,  I  am  not  much  concerned  about 
his  complaint.  There  is  certainly  rea- 
sonable ground  for  inquiring  what  was  the 
reason  for  this  change. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — I  do  not  know  the 
reascm.  The  honorable  member  should  ask 
the  Prime  Minister;  the  hcmorable  member 
knows  that  I  was  not  aware  that  the  altera- 
tion had  been  made  until  he  mentioned  it 
to  me. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  hon- 
orable member  will  have  an  opportunity 
presently  to  refute  my  statements  if  he  can. 
Is  it  not  singular  that  even  to-day  we  have 
no  informati(Hi  showing  whether  TocHna  has 
an  elevation  of  1,100  feet  or  of  1,500 
feet. 


Sir  William  Lyne. — Had  the  honorabi 
member  taken  the  trouble  to  look  at  the  ma 
he  would  have  gained  the  information  fc 

himself. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. — It  has  an  elevj 
tion  of  between  900  and  1,100  feet. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  hoi 
orable  member  for  South  Sydney,  who; 
word  will  be  readily  accepted,  states  thi 
Tooma  has  an  elevation  of  between  9c 
and  1,100  feet. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  he  makes  th; 
statement  after  looking  at  the  map  h 
word  is  not  worth  masix. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  shall  n 
comment  on  the  honorable  member's  stat 
ment  as  to  the  old  lady  who  died  a  day  • 
two  ago  at  the  age  of  102,  after  living 
the  Upper  Murray  district  for  fifty  yeai 
That  is  a  very  feeble  wav  to  attempt 
bolster  up  the  merits  of  a  particular  sil 
The  hcHun-able  monber  has  been  examinii 
the  list  of  deaths  in  the  district,  in  ord 
to  discover  such  cases,  and  is  welccxne 
any  evidence  of  that   kind  that  may 
forthcoming.    I  have  no  objecti<xi  to  I 
bolstering  up  the  claims  of  Tooma  in  \\\ 
way,  but  I  certainly  object  to  his  maki 
an  assertion  about  the  Southern  Mona 
district  which  he  is  unable  to  prove.  ] 
told  the  Committee  last  night  that  a  coui 
of  mine  had  been  sent  to  the  Upper  Mi 
ray   district,   with  a  view  to  influetj 
honorable    members    against    its  seti 
tion.     I   can   only   say   that    I  ha 
inspected    the    sites    in    company  w 
other  honorable  members,  who  know  t 
country  as  well  as,  if  not  better  than,  1 
honorable  member  for  Hume.    I  was  1 
aware  that  I  had  a  cousin  living  in  tl 
district ;  but  if  I  have,  he  shows  his  gc 
sense  in  speaking  against  its  selection.  C 
reason  why  I  doubt'  whether  the  man 
question  is  a  cousin  of  mine  is  that  I 
not  think  it  possible  that  he  would  lej 
Southern  Monaro  for  that  part  of  N 
South  Wales.    Then  the  honorable  nu 
ber  has  made  various  suggestions  as  to  ; 
timber  resources  of  the  Southern  Mc»ii 
district.    It  has  been  drummed  into  i 
ears  to  such  an  extent  that  there  is  no  ti 
ber  in  that  district  that  we  are  constraij 
to  examine  the  reports  of  the  Commissi 
ers  who  were  appointed  by  the  honora 
member  to  ascertain  the  real  facts,  i 
what  do  we  find?   We  find  that  they  n 
to  the  inexhaustible  forests  to  be  foi 
there.    We  have  also  statistics  as  to 
output  of  saw-mills  m  Southern  Moni 
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Are  those  saw-mills  engaged  in  cutting  up 
blocks  of  ice? 

Mr.  Robinson. — Possibly  granite. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— It  is,  to 
sny  the  lefut  of  it,  somewhat  singular  that 
the  honorable  monber  for  Hume  should 
assert  that  then  is  np  timber  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Dalgety  or  Bombala,  when 
there  are  three  saw-mills  in  the  district,  and 
they  carry  on  a  thriving  and  lucrative 
business.  Another  assertion  made  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Hume  was  that 
Cooma  was  supposed  to  comprise  the  best 
lands  in  the  Monaro  district.  Every  hon- 
orable member  who  ccrnies  from  New 
South  Wales  knows  what  reliance 
can  be  placed  on  such  a  statement 
It  is  said  that  the  railway  ooaatructed  to 
Cooma  does  not  pay.  But  what  are  the 
facts  associated  with  the  construction  of 
that  line?  In  New  South  Wales  a  Pub- 
lic Works  Committee,  consisting  of  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament,  deal  with  every  pro- 
posal to  build  a  railway.  They  analyze  the 
rei>orts,  consider  the  estimates,  and  having 
gone  closely  into  all  the  facts  make  a  re- 
commendation to  Parliament.  The  Prime 
Minister  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  that 
Public  Works  Committee,  and  will  be 
able  to  tell  the  Committee  that  it  invari- 
ably makes  an  exhaustive  inquiry  in  re- 
gard to  all  the  proposed  works  submitted 
to  its  consideratttHL  One  of  the  boasts  of 
the  Committee  is  that  it  has  saved  the 
State  many  milliOTs  of  pounds  by  re- 
fusing to  recommend  many  works  which 
have  been  suggested.  After  the  Public 
Works  Ccxnniittee  have  inquired  into  a  pro- 
posal to  construct  certain  lines,  the  Rail- 
way Commissioners  are  asked  to  make  a 
report  on  the  lines  selected  for  con- 
struction by  the  Public  Works  Committee. 
That  Committee,  however,  while  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Hume  was  in  office,  in 
New  South  Wales,  reported  in  favour  of 
the  construction  of  the  Cooma  line,  and 
the  Railway  Commissioners  subsequently 
stated  that  they  were  amazed  to  find  so 
great  an  area  of  good  country  stretching 
away  from  Cooma  farther  south.  On 
commercial  grounds— quite  apart  from  any 
suggestion  as  to  the  establishment  of  the 
Federal  Capital  in  that  district — they  re- 
commended the  construction  of  the  line. 
That  is  my  answer  to  the  honorable  vaem- 
ber's  assertions.  The  railway  estimates 
are  open  for  inspection,  but  it  is  unneces- 
sary for  me  to  deal  fully  with  the  figures, 
because  honorable  members  are  already 
familiar  with  them.     I  would  point  out. 


however,  that  an  old  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  constructing  a  railway  from  Cooma  to 
Dalgety  is  ;£i  27,000.  We  are  told  that 
we  may  take  off  20  per  cent,  fnm  many 
of  the  old  estimates,  so  that  in  tround 
figures  the  construction  of  the  line  to  Dal- 
gety, which  is  half  way  betwera  Cooma 
and  Bombala,  would  involve  an  outlay  of 
about  ;£ioo,ooo.  To  carry  on  the  line  to 
Bombala  would  require  the  further  expendi- 
ture of  a  similar  amount. 

Mr.  Kelly. — What  would  be  the  cost 
of  constructing  a  railway  line  from  Bairns- 
dale  to  Dalgety? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAX.— I  might 
as  well  ask  the  honorable  member  what  it 
would  cost  to  construct  a  railway  line  from 
Lyndhurst  to  Fremantle.  All  these  rail- 
ways will  be  made  in  due  course.  Surely 
the  honorable  member  knows  that  it  is  not 
proposed  to  do  everything  at  once.  Much 
has  been  said  about  the  cost  of  a  water 
supply  for  Dalgety  or  Bombala,  but  we 
have  Mr.  Pridham's  report  that  an  outlay 
of  over  j^2, 000,000  would  be  necessary  to 
secure  a  water  supply  at  Lyndhurst.  We 
have  a  further  estimate  as  to  what  the  cost 
would  be  per  head,  provided  that  the  popu- 
lation of  the  Capital  were  sufficient  to  pay 
the  cost  of  every  gallon  of  water  brought 
to  Lyndhurst.  Honorable  members  who 
favour  that  site  have  carefully  refrained 
from  mentiming  the  aggregate  cost  of  a 
water  supply,  but  I  sh^l  give  the  Com- 
mittee some  facts  bearing  on  the  question. 
I  have  nothing  to  say  against  Lyndhurst, 
all  that  I  desire  is  that  honorable  members 
shall  be  In  possession  of  all  the  facts,  and 
that  they  shall  consider  them. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith.— Has  the  honor- 
able member  Mr.  Pridham's  report  as  to  the 
cost  of  a  water  supply  for  Lyndhurst  ?  The 
;^z,ooo,ooo  is  the  cost  with  working  expen- 
ses capitalized. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— It  is  re- 
markable that  the  honorable  member  for 
Macquarie  has  not  seen  fit  to  give  the  Com- 
mittee the  estimate  of  the  total  cost. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — I  have. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— There  Is 
a  running  river  flowing  by  the  Dalgety 
and  Bombala  sites,  and  if  either  of  these 
were  selected,  the  only  expense  which 
would  have  to  be  incurred  to  secure  a 
water  supply  for  the  Capital  would  be  in 
providing  a  tank  or  a  pump  or  something 
of  the  kind.  If  we  selected  Lyndhurst  it 
would  be  almost  impossible  for  the  resi- 
dents of  the  Capital  to  obtain  a  drink  of 
water.     When  I  visited  tha^site  wa  could 
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not  obtain  one.  The  honorable  member 
for  Hume  also  told  us  a  story  about  the 
Bainisdale  railway  and  the  zigzag. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  the  plans 
here. 

Mr.   AUSTIN   CHAPMAN.— Some  of 
the  honorable  member's  plans  in  regard  to 
the  settlement  of  this  (Question  will  fall  to 
the  ground.    I  am  prepared  to  accept  the 
opinion  of  the  Chief  Victorian  Railway 
Commi^ioner  in  preference  to  that  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Hume,  in  regard  to 
the  extension  of  the  railway  from  Bairns- 
dale  to  the  border.    The  Commission  ap- 
pointed by  him  report  that  the  Chief  Vic- 
torian Railway  Commissioner  stated  that  a 
railway  from  Bairnsdale  via  Orbost  would 
have  to  be  constructed   for   State  pur- 
poses, quite  apart  from  any  question  as 
to  the  establishment  of  the  Federal  Capital 
at  Bombala  or  Dalgety.     The  honorable 
member  is  very  ingenious  in  endeavouring 
to  saddle  the  sites  in  the  Southern  Monaro 
district  with  all  the  expense  of  building 
such  a  line.    If  we  established  the  Capital 
at  Dalgety  or  Bombala,  the  first  expenditure 
necessary  would  be  incurred  in  supplying 
railway  communication  ;  but  there  would  be 
no  occasion  to  spend  any  monev  in  securing 
a  water  supply.    We  should  have  a  pure 
stream  of  running  water  at  hand,  and  prac- 
tically every  other  requirement  would  be 
available,  so  that  no  additional  expense 
would  be  incurred.    On  the  other  hand,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  construct  a  railway 
to  Tooma  from  Victoria,  or  to  connect  that 
site  with  the  railway  system  of  New  South 
Wales,  without  incurring  a  very  heavy  out- 
lay.   We  have  algo  to  consider  whether  we 
should  for  all  time  have  to  rely  on  a  railway 
for  the  carriage  of  heavy  freights  to  the 
Capital,  or  whether  we  should  avail  our- 
selves of  the  great  highway  of  the  world — the 
ocean  waterway — which  is  within  fifty  miles 
of  fiombala.  Comparisons  are  odious,  and  I 
should  not  make  them,  but  that  I  desire  to 
answer  some  of  the  statements  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Hume.     The  Commis- 
sioners appointed  by  him  when  Minister  of 
Home  Affairs  report  that  the  Chief  Railway 
Commissioner  of  Victoria  said  that  a  railway 
from  Bairnsdale  rid  Orbost  would  have  to 
be  constructefl  for  State  purposes.  That 
should  be  a  sufficient  answer  to  his  assertions  | 
ill   that    resuect.     When    speaking  last 
night    the   honorable    member  referred 
to     tricks     and     strategy     and  other 
like  methods,  which  he  said  had  been  re- 
sorted to;  but  any  one  who  gets  the  best 
of  him  when  fighting  on  these  lines  should 


be  welccMne  to  his  victory.  He  stated  th 
Bombala  and  Dalgety  were  further  sou 
than  is  Welaregang,  but  I  have  had  X. 
map  measured,  and  find  that  Dalgety 
in  a  direct  line  nearer  Sydney  than  is  t 
Upper  Murray  site.  The  honorable  mei 
ber  is  not  \ery  sure  on  that  poiiit,  but 
the  Upper  Murray  site  were  nearer  Sydni 
than  is  Dalgety,  he  would  have  no  hesit 
tion  in  mentioning  that  fact.  If  a  ra: 
way  were  constructed  to  Tooma  it  wou 
have  to  strike  in  at  Queanbeyan,  and 
M-ouM  be  necessary  to  tunnel  under  Mou 
Kosciusko,  and,  indeed,  right  through  tl 
Australian  Alps.  On  the  face  of  it,  tl 
suggestion  that  such  a  railway  should  I 
constructed  is  too  absurd  to  receive  a  m 
ment's  consideration.  The  honorable  mer 
ber  admits  that  for  three  years — during  tl 
life  of  the  first  Federal  Parliament— 1 
was  of  opinon  that  the  selection  of  tl 
Upper  Murray  site  would  be  unfair 
Sydney,  and  he  credits  the  honorable  mer 
ber  for  Grampians  with  having  introdua 
that  site  into  the  arena.  We  know  that  tl 
honorable  'member  for  Grampians,  and  ti 
honorable  member  for  Moira  spoke  out  fi 
the  Upper  Murray  site  when  this  questic 
was  before  us  last  sessicm ;  but  what  a 
sistance  did  they  receive  from  the  bono 
able  member  for  Hume,  who  was  th* 
Minister  of  Home  Affairs?  He  mid 
wry  well  have  granted  the  inspection  whw 
they  asked  on  behalf  of  the  Upper  Wurri 
site,  just  as  he  granted  my  request  till 
Dalgety  should  be  inspected.  I  desire 
acknowledge  that  in  that  respect  the 
orable  member  treated  Dalgety  very  fai 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  am  glad  to 
that  I  did  something  right. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.-If  the  b 
orable  member  for  Grampians,  and 
honorable  member  for  Moira  thought  t 
the  Upper  Murray  site  was  such  an  ex< 
lent  one.  why  did  they  not  take  actio 
What  were  they  doing  ?  Were  they  asle< 
Mr.  SKEPffi. — We  were  not  quite  as  cl« 
as  was  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  AUSTIN-  CHAPMAN.— Wh 
those  who  favoured  other  sites  sua'eeded 
obtaining  reports  from  the  Commission! 
they  sat  quietly  by,  and  it  was  onlv  at  I 
last  moment  that  they  were  able  to  st? 
the  consideration  of  the  Upper  Murrav 
trict.  If  Tooma  is  to  be  seriously 
sidered.  why  should  it  not  be  scrutinizt 
closely  as  other  sites  have  been? 

Mr.  Kennedy. — We  shall  be  deligt 
to  have  it  examined.  p,^^^|^ 
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Mr.  AUSTIN  -CHAPMAN.— The  hon- 
orable member  became  rather  heated  this 
evening  when  he  was  referred  to  a  state- 
ment ill  the  report  of  the  Commission  on 
the  Murray  River,  that  the  water  was  slimy. 
What  position  should  we  occupy  if,  with- 
out any  information  as  to  the  altitude  of 
the  Upper  Murray  ate,  the  area  available, 
the  cost  of  providing  an  adequate  water 
supply,  and  the  characteristics  of  the  cli- 
mate, and  only  a  hazy  notimi  of  whether  it 
could  be  connected  with  the  railway  system 
<jf  New  South  Wales — with  nothing  before 
us  save  that  snow-capped  hills  can  be  seen 
in  the  distance — we  selected  that  site?  If 
it  went  forth  to  the  world  that  we  had  se- 
lected that  site,  in  the  absence  of  any  in- 
f  ormatiwi  in  regard  to  all  these  important  1 
points,  would  not  our  proceedings  appear  | 
farcical  in  the  eyes  of  the  people?     The  1 
honorable  member  for  Hume  raked  up  one  I 
or  two  photographs  of  the  Upper  Murray  j 
district,  and  exhibited  them  in  this  House.  I 
I  should  like  to  know  whether  they  are  not  ' 
photographs  of  country  on  the  Victorian 
side  of  the  river. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — One  of  them  is.  , 
Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  invite  ' 
him  to  inform  the  Committee  how  far  the  , 
¥ite  which  he  now  so  warmly  advocates  is 
from  the  River  Murray,  and  what  he  has  ' 
to  say  as  to  the  unearned  increment  about  I 
which  he  waxed  eloquent  last  session,  when  , 
he  submitted  a  map  of  Tumut  to  the  Com-  I 
mittee,  and  pointed  to  the  large  area  of 
Crown  land  which  we  might  secure  there. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  have  an  explana- 
tion on  that  point,  and  to  know  why  he  has 
changed  the  opinion  which  he  held  for  three 
>cars  that  the  selection  of  the  Upper  Mur- 
ray site  would  be  unfair  to  New  South 
"Wales. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— It  would  be  just  as 
f.iir  as  would  be  the  selection  of  Bombala 
or  Dalgety. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— But  Bom- 
bala and  Dalgety  were  in  the  list  originally 
submitted  to  us  in  the  last  Parliament. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — And  I  objected  to 
both  of  them. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— In  the  first 
report  made  by  the  late  Mr.  Oliver  on 
.s'>mething  like  thirteen  different  sites, 
Southern  Monaro  was  placed  first  for  water. 
The  Commissioners  which  the  honorable 
member  appointed  objected  to  go  to  Dal- 
gety- 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Only  one  member 
of  the  'Commission  objected. 


Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  am  not 
going  to  attack  any  of  the  officers. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Only  one  objected 
to  go  to  Dalgety,  and  it  was  not  Mr.  Kirk- 
patrick. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  re- 
port of  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  against  whom  I 
say  nothing,  was  a  most  remarkable  one, 
as  coming  from  a  Commissioner  who  put 
the  Bombala  and  Dalgety  sites,  whatever 
their  faults  may  be,  nearly  last  on  the  list  in 
regard  to  water  supply.  The  honorable 
member  for  Hume  possibly  knows  that  the 
absence  of  a  water  supply  is  a  strong  ob- 
jection, and  that  is  why  he  thought  it 
necessary  to  say  something  unkind  about 
Mr.  Oliver,  who  merely  repeated  what  his 
engineers  had  told  him.  Mr.  Oliver  only 
said  what  he  thought,  and  what  was 
thought  by  a  great  many  people  in  the 
country,  namely,  that  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  no 
doubt  unconsciously,  was  biased  in  favour 
of  two  particular  sites.  It  is  remarkable, 
however,  that  both  of  tiiese  sites  happen  to 
be  in  the  district  represented  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Hume.  I  am  sorry 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Hume 
should  drag  these  remarks  from  me.  No 
one  knows  better  than  that  honorable 
member  what  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Balaclava  and  Sir  Alexander 
Peacock  said  in  regard  to  Albury.  Both 
of  these  gentlemen  expressed  the  opinion 
that  to  select  Albury  would  be  unfair.  We 
remember  the  desperate  efforts  made  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Hume  in  support 
of  Albury — how  he  stood  on  the  hilltop 
there,  in  the  midst  of  one  of  the  regular 
daily  duststorms,  and  said,  "  Gentlemen, 
there  is  a  lovely  site  here  if  we  could  only 
see  it."  The  honorable  member  for  Hume 
knows  that  it  was  the  visit  of  honorable 
members  to  Tumut  which  killed  the  chances 
of  that  site.  Tumut  -was  regarded  as  a 
compromise,  but  that  visit,  as  I  say,  put 
,  it  "  out  of  the  running."  We  can  remem- 
ber the  honorable  member  for  Hume 
standing  on  the  Tumut  site,  and  as  the 
perspiration  poured  off  him,  remarking — 
"  This  is  a  most  invigorating  climate." 
What  has  made  the  honorable  member 
change  his  mind  as  to  Albury?  What  is 
the  difference  between  Tumut,  Tooma,  and 
Welaregang?  Why  did  he  not  stick  to 
Gadara,  Lacmalac,  Tomorroma,  or  one  of 
the  other  sites  on  which  he  was  previously  so 
keen?  Did  not  Mr.  Chesterman  make  an 
enthusiastic  report  in  favour  of  Tooma  ?  But 
in  that  report  he  was  like  Mjr.  Kirkpatrick, 
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not  speaking  iicm  official  records,  but  from 
memory.  The  honorable  mmber  forgets 
that  Mr.  Chesterman  enthused  about  To- 
morroma  and  Batlow. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  was  the  Prime 
Minister  who  discovered  Batlow. 

Mr.   AUSTIN   CHAPMAN.— Possibly 
Mr.  Chesterman  thought  that  he  was  fol- 
lowing a  pretty  good  judge,  and  would  get 
a  strong  backing.    The  honorable  member 
for  Hume  is  clever  enough  to  know  that 
the  Prime  Illinister  would  not  think  of  vot- 
ing for  the  Upper  Murray  site.  The  Prime 
Minister,  however,  is  in  favour  of  Batlow, 
and  by  including  Lacmalac,  Tumut,  and 
Tomorroma  all  in  one  district  with  Batlow, 
the  honorable  member  for  Hume  has  been 
clever  enough  to  "gather  in"  the  Prime 
Minister.   The  worst  of  it  is  that  when  the 
Prime  Minister  makes  up  his  mind  he  sticks 
to  his  determination,  whereas  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  see  him  change  and  give  his 
support  to  the  Monaro  sites.   I  do  not  wish 
to  say  anything  piore  about  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume's  tirade  of  abuse  in  re- 
gard to  Monaro^  nor  do  I  want  to  say  any- 
thing against  the  site  which  he  favours. 
The  honorable  member's  statements  are 
in  cold  type,  and  in  my  own  simple  way  I 
have  endeavoured  to  analyze  them.  Judging 
by  the  lightning  changes  on  the  part  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Hume,  those  honor- 
able members  who  propose  to  rely  on  his 
judgment  will  have  to  make  changes  equally 
dazzling. 

Mr.  Robinson. — Is  this  an  attack  on  the 
honorable  member  for  Grampians? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  hon- 
orable member  for  Grampiajis  has  consis- 
tently advocated  the  Upper  Murray  site; 
he  has  never  said  that  the  selection  of  such 
a  site  would  be  unfair  to  New  South  Wales, 
or  that  any  place  under  an  altitude  of  1,500 
feet  is  unsuitable.  I  have,  however,  a 
private  grievance  against  the  honorable 
member  for  Grampians,  who  has  not  only 
endeavoured  to  defeat  the  selection  of  the 
site  which  I  favour,  but  has  now  stolen  my 
leader.  We  hear  nothing  now  from  the 
honorable  member  for  Hume  about  the  won- 
derful maize  and  tobacro  crops  at  Tumut. 
The  honorable  member  used  to  tell  us  of 
maize  which  topped  the  fence,  and  of 
tobacco  crops  which  were  so  strong  that  the 
product  was  unsaleable.  The  honorable 
member  was,  however,  reminded  that  where 
such  tobacco  and  maize  can  be  grown — 
although  the  soil  may  be  fertile — is  hardly 
.1  place  in  which  men  can  live  with  eom- 
fort.    The  honorable  member  is  in  posses- 


sion of  about  half-a-dozen  maps,  but 
guarantee  that  amongst  them  we  could  w 
find  that  large  map  which  he  used  to  tal 
around  amongst  honorable  members  in  ordi 
to  show  the  immense  area  of  Crown  lane 
available  at  Tumut.  We  all  know  thi 
there  are  plenty  of  experienced  men  lool 
ing  for  good  land — ^tbat  many  are  fou* 
balloting  for  one  area — and  it  is  nonsen 
to  tell  us  that  there  are  now  any  great  are] 
of  good  Crown  land  available.  As  a  matt 
of  fact,  there  is  no  such  land  availabll 
it  is  alt  locked  up  in  reserves,  or  is  so  f I 
away  from  markets  as  to  be  of  no  use.  i 
this  Upper  Murray  site  is  to  be  serious 
considered  by  honorable  members,  then, 
justice  to  the  country,  and  in  justice 
ourselves,  we  ought  to  have  some  furth 
information  regarding  it.  We  ought  n 
to  be  such  arrant  fools  as  to  select  a  pla 
about  which  we  know  nothing. 

Mr.  Kelly. — ^We  do  not  want  any  fi] 
ther  delay. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN'.— Nor  do 
but  delay  is  preferable  to  a  crime;  and 
would  certainly  be  a  crime  to  select  a  pla 
without  full  knowledge.   I  am  told  by  ho 
orable  members  who  have  visited  the  tjpf 
Murray  site  that  the  land  is  very  ferti 
that  there  is  plenty  of  water,  and'  that  t 
climate  is  good.    I  have  no  doubt  tfc 
these  statements  are  true — that  honoral 
members  honestly  believe  that  the  clima 
and  the  water  supply  are  all  right.  B 
we  must  remember  what  the  hono^t 
member  for  Wentworth  said  to-night  wh| 
he  told  us  of  the  thirteen  running  streai 
which  could  be  seen  from  the  -BcMnbj 
site  coming  down  the  hillside  like  so  ma; 
streaks  of  silver.    The  report  of  the  enj 
neer  was  that  a  water  supply  could  be  % 
by  gravitation,  and  a  nice  case  was  built 
for  Bombala,  until  the  mistake  in  this  tx 
nexion  was  discovered.      Mr.  Oliver,  w 
has  been  taken  to  task  bv  the  honoral 
member  for  Hume,  frankly  admitted,  li 
an  honest  man,  that  a  mistake  had  be 
made,  but  he  did  not  admit  that  wa 
could  not  be  brought  to  Bombala  by  grai 
tation.      Such  a  work  is  only  a  quest! 
of  money.    We  should  have  to  go  furti 
back  for  the  water;  and  the  same  renij 
applies  to  all  the  sites.    No  doubt  wa 
can  be  seen  flowing  through  the  Upper  Mi 
ray  territory,  but  it  is  a  question  of  the  d 
tance  it  would  have  to  be  carried  to  < 
Federal  Capital. 

Mr.  Kennedy.— Sixteen  miles. 
Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Xo  d.^, 
the  honorable  member^  honestly  belie 
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that  that  is  the  distance.   I  was  under  a 
similar  impression  in  regard  to  Bombala, 
but  I  now  admit  that  it  would  be  necessary 
to  go  further  back  in  order  to  obtain  water 
by  gravitation.      Indeed,  if  we  go  back 
far  enough  we  can  get  water  from  the 
Snowy  fiirer;  and,  according  to  the  re- 
ports we  have  received,  there  are  great 
falls  half-way  between  Bombala  and  Dal- 
gety,  which  could  be  utilized  for  the  pro- 
vision of  cheap  pumping  power.     Let  us 
look  at  the  question  from  another  aspect. 
Ltt  us  leave  the  Royal  Commission  which 
made  the  peculiar  report  to  which  I  have 
referred,  and  ask  ourselves  what  was  done 
by  the  late  Parliament.      The  late  Go- 
vernment have  been  taken  much  to  task  for 
not  ocpediting  this  matter.      It  seems  to 
me,  however,  that  a  great  deal  of  expedi- 
tion was  used.      The  reports  which  were 
called  for  Xxxk.  a  long  time  to  prepare,  and 
when  they  had  been  supplied,  certain  votes 
were  given  by  honorable  members,  and 
changes  took  place  in  this  House.    We  fixed 
on  an  altitude  of  1,500  feet  as  necessary 
for  the  Capital,  and  further  reports  were 
called  for.    And  what  happened  when  the 
House  proceeded  to  vote?    At  first  Bom- 
bala was  at  the  head  of  the  poll,  but  by 
degrees  other  sites  were  dropped  out,  and 
at  last  Tumut  defeated  Bombala  by  one 
vote,  the  supporters  of  the  BcKubala  site 
then   transferring   their  support   to  ^e 
former.   The  Bill  was  sent  backwards  and 
forw^s  betweoi  the  two  Houses,  but  we 
came  to  no  conclusion.    It  was  then  deter- 
xnined  to  get  further  information,  and  the 
right  honorable  member  for    Swan  was 
asked  to  make  an  inspection  with  a  view  to 
a  report.    Who  is  Sir  John  Forrest? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order  1  The  hon- 
orable raeoiber  must  not  address  other 
honorable  members  bv  name. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  was 
speaking  of  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan  in  connexion  with  the  report  he  made. 
The  honorable  member  for  Macquarie  ha^ 
told  us,  what  is  perfectly  true,  that  Mr. 
Wade  is  a  great  engineer,  to  whom,  on  a 
question  of  water  supply,  we  should  pay 
much  attention.  We  all  know  the  late  Mr. 
Oliver's  reputation,  and  read  with  respect 
any  report  he  may  have  written.  But  if 
there  is  one  man  who  is  fitted  more  than 
another  to  make  an  inspectitm  of  the  kind 
— who,  by  his  past  experience  in  explora- 
tion and  his  known  impartiality  in  the  mat- 
ter, is  capable  of  giving  an  unbiased 
opinum — ^it  is  the  right  honorable  member 
for  Swan.    That  is  not  merely  my  opinicxi, 


a  similar  expression  having  been  used  by 
the  honorable  member  for  South  Sydney. 
It  is  possible  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Darling  and  others  behind  the  Government 
might  not  be  inclined  to  accept  the  opinion 
of  the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan  on 
arbitration  or  other  industrial  matters — al- 
though in  Western  Australia  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  showed  his  liberality  in 
these  directions — but  his  greatest  political 
opponents  must  admit  that  it  was  a  very 
happy  idea  to  ask  him,  as  Minister  of  Home 
Affairs,  to  visit  this  part  of  the.  Common- 
wealth and  make  a  report. 

Mr.  Kelly. — The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber was  "personally  conducted." 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— No  doubt 
the  right  honorable  member  was  "  person- 
ally ccMiducted  ' '  by  Colonel  Owen ;  but  I 
cannot  understand  why  the  honcvable  mem- 
ber for  Wentwortb  ^wuld  ta]^  exception 
to  that  fact. 

Mr.  Kelly. — I  take  no  exception. 
Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Why  does 
the  honorable  member  remark,  with  a  sneer, 
that  the  right  honorable  member  was  "  per- 
sonally conducted  "  ? 

Mr.  Kelly. — There  is  no  sneer. 
Mr.   Watson. — I  think  the  honorable 
member  for  Eden-Monaro  went  part  of  the 
way  with  the  right  honorable  member. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  did  not 
go  round  with  the  right  honorable  member 
on  that  occasion.  I  did  acccnnpany  him  in 
May,  two  years  ago,  on  a  visit  to  the  Moiaro 
sites.  The  Prime  Minister,  I  am  very  glad  to 
say,  is  now  to  a  certain  extent  muzzled,  but 
I  can  remember  the  wild  statements  which 
he  made  in  regard  to  Eden-Monaro,  and 
which  he  was  unable  to  prove.  - 

Mr.  Watson. — I  can  prove  every  state- 
ment I  made. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.  —  Why 
should  the  Prime  Minister  suggest  that  the 
fact  that  I  accompanied  the  right  hixior- 
able  member  for  Swan  would  influence  the 
opinion  of  that  gentleman  ? 

Mr.  Watson. — I  do  not  think  that  the 
presence  of  the  honorable  member  for  Eden- 
Monaro  would  make  any  difference  to  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— We  have 
heard  a  good  deal,  about  the  blizzards 
in  the  Eden-Monaro  district,  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  honorable  members  made 
their  visit  in  winter — in  May  or  June. 

Mr.  Watson. — In  May. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^April. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  hon- 
orable member's  statement>  as  to  the  visit 
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being  paid  in  April  is  very  like  his  story 
about  the  blizzards.  At  any  rate,  I  did  not 
make  the  mistake  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber made  when  he  took  honorable  members 
on  a  visit  to  Tumut  in  the  summer  time, 
with  the  result  that  the  chances  of  that 
place  were  killed  "in  one  act."  We  have 
to  ask  ourselves  what  were  the  qualifications 
of  the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan 
to  make  a  report  of  the  kind  desired.  In 
his  report  he  laid  down  the  rasentials  for 
a  Capital  Site,  looking  very  carefully  into 
the  facts  connected  with  the  whole  of  the 
sites;  and  it  is  remarkable  that  a  large 
majority  of  those  who  made  personal  visits 
of  inspection  are  in  favour  of  Monaro. 

Mr.  Skene. — The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Swan  has  not  seen  Tooma. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— In  my 
opinion  if  the  right  honorable  member 
for  Swan  were  to  see  Tooma  and  be- 
lieved that  it  was  a  better  site  than  Dalgely, 
he  would  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  so. 
I  am  sure  that  every  other  honorable  mem- 
ber believes  the  same  of  him.  It  is  an  insult 
to  him  to  say  that  he  gave  his  <^inion 
with  regard  to  Dalgety  simply  because  I 
went  with  him.  He  also  had  with  him 
Colonel  Owen,  the  Inspector- General  of 
Public  Works,  a  very  able  engineer, 
who  probably  has  no  axe  to  grind.  He 
knows  the  Monaro  country  well.  He  has 
been  camping  there. 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne. — Trout  fishing. 
Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— If  honor- 
able members  want  fish  stories  they  can  get 
them    from   the   honorable   member  for 
Hume.      What  does  Colonel  Owen  say? 
He  reports  strongly  in  favour  of  Southern 
Monaro.     I  point  to  these  as  the  opinions 
of  disinterested  experts,  whose  reputation,  to 
a  large  extent,  hangs  upon  their  judgment 
of  these  various  sites.      They  stand  by 
Southern  Monaro  thoroughly.     Is  it  not  a 
remarkable  thing  that  the  bulk  of  the  Vic- 
torian members  and  the  bulk  of  the  New 
South  Wales  members  respectively  are  sup- 
jjortlng  either  the  Upper  Murray  or  the 
Lyndhurst  site?  I  do  not  say  that  they  are 
not  honestly  supporting  those  sites.  I  give  all 
honorable  members  full  credit  for  honesty, 
and  believe  that  they  will  vote  for  the  site 
which  they  consider  to  be  best  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  Commonwealth.    But,  never- 
theless, is  it  not  remarkable  that  the  Upper 
Murray  vote  will  be  principally  given  by 
Victorian  members,  whilst  the  Lyndhurst 
^-ote  will  be  principally  given  by  New  South 
Wales  members  ?     Is  it  not  also  a  remark - 
*'ct  that  the  bulk  of  the  members  from  1 


other  States  who  have  no  personal  interes 
to  serve  in  favouring  one  site  more  iha 
another,    are    supporting    the  Souther 
Monaro  site?      I   should  be  quite  pre 
pared  to  take  the  decision  of  honorab! 
members  representing  the  other  States,  an 
to  let  the  representatives  of  Victoria  an 
New  South  Wales  stand  aside  altogether; 
Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — ^That  is  verv  rich; 
Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I '  knol 
what  the  verdict  would  be.     Of  course, ' 
do  not  propose  to  take  such  a  course;  bu 
still  it  is  remarkable  that  the  bulk  of  th 
independent  opinion  of  this  House  is  i 
favour  of  the  Southern  Monaro  site.  j 
great  many  speeches  have  been  delivere 
with  regard  to  the  Federal  Capital.  1 
has   been   considered   from  many  stand 
points.     We  had  a  very  glowing  speeo 
from  the  honorable  member  for  Richmonfl 
He  dwelt  upon  the  beauties  and  the  glori« 
and  the  grandeur  of  a  Capital   sudi  i 
Australia  should  pOBsess,  assured  us  tbj 
the  site  for  whidi  he  intended  to  vote  wa 
most  beautiful,  and  urged  that  it  wa 
necessary  that  we  should  consider  pictures 
queness.      But  is  it  not  a  peculiar  thin 
that  the  honorable  member  was  not  abl 
to   assure   the   Committee   that   he  ha 
even  seen  the  site  which  he  proposes  t 
support?     The  honorable  meml^r  fo 
&vydir  also  made  a  very  able  speech.  1 
was  a  fine  descriptive  speech,  and  any  on 
who  heard  it  must  have  admired  very  mud 
the  earnestness  with  wlucb  he  entered  inl 
details.      In  the  course  of  his  remarti 
he  read  a  Icmg  letter  which  he  had  sent  t 
the  Sydney  Daily  T-tlegrafh,  in  which  h 
set   forth    some   facts   which   had  bt-e 
given  to  him — probably  by  the  honorabl 
member  for  Himie — showing  that  durin 
the  drought  the  Upper  Murray  site  ws 
able  to  maintain  fifteen  sheep  or  one  bui 
lock  to  the  acre. 

Mr.  Spence. — The  Dtnly  TtUgraph  n 
ported  the  honorable  member  as  making 
two  lu>urs'  speech  in  favour  of  Tooma. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  fai 
is  that  the  honorable  member  for  Gwydi 
after  making  a  very  able  speech  in  sui 
port  of  the  Southern  Monaro  site,  dwellin 
strongly  upon  the  reports  of  the  expert 
declared  that  he  intended  to  vote  for  a  sii 
which  he  knew  nothing  about,  except  thi 
he  had  been  there  for  a  very  short  time.  1 
company  with  the  honorable  member  fi 
Hume.  That  was  a  remarkable  positi*: 
to  take  up.  It  does  some  credit  to  tli 
honorable  member's  imagination  that  I 
should  attempt  to  arrivfr^t  a  conclusioTi  < 
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such  slender  evidence.     The  right  honor- 
able member  for  East  Sydney  has  assured 
the  Committee  that  the  finger  of  destiny  is 
pointing  to  Lyndhurst.     All  I  can  say  is 
that,   if    we   were   to   select  Lyndhurst 
on  account  of  its  accessibility,  we  should 
be*  taking  a  very  short-sighted  view  of 
our  responsibilities.      It  would  be  ver)- 
peculiar  if  we  were  to  select  a  site  for  the 
Capital  on   account  of  the  conveniences 
which  at  present  previfil  in  regard  to  the^ 
conveyance   of    Members   of  Parliament, 
and    were    to    ignore    the    fact,  which 
I   take   to    be   certain,    that    within  a 
very    few    years,    wherever    we    fix  the 
Capital  Site,  the  district  will  be  riddled 
with   railways.    It    is   taking   a  short- 
sighted   view    to    say    that   we  should 
dump  down  the  Capital  at  ,some  place 
where  there  is  a  railway  at  present,  whilst 
ignoring  the  means  of  communication  that 
are  bound  to  be  provided  in  the  future.  The 
honorable  and  teamed  member  for  Wan- 
non  has  urged  that  the  Capital  ought  to 
be  located  in  Sydney,  on  the  ground  that 
that  would  lead  to  a  saving  in  expendi- 
ture, but  I  would  remind  the  Committee 
that  there  could  then  be  no  return  what- 
ever to  the  Commonwealth  in  the  shape  of 
unearned  increment.      The  effect  would 
simply  be  to  make  the  a}rner  blocks  and 
the  good  sites  that  are  now  held  by  pri- 
vate individuals  worth  far  more  money, 
without  the  Ccxnmonwealth  receiving  any 
return.     We  ought  to  put  the  Capital  in 
the  bush,  on  the  score  of  economy.  It 
does  not  need  any  argument  to  show  that 
a  "bush  Capital,"  as  it  is  called,  would 
be     very     much     cheaper     for .  the 
people    of    Australia    than    a  Capital 
situated    in    one   of    the    great  cities. 
I  venture  to  say  that  of  the  three  western 
sites  Lyndhurst  is  the  worst.  Its  supporters 
may  bolster  it  up  as  much  as  they  please, 
but  it  seems  clear  to  my  mind  that  if  any 
western  site  is  to  be  chosen,  Lyndhurst 
certainly  ought  not  to  be  favoured.  Either 
Orange  or  Bathurst  would  be  preferable. 
The  strong  feeling  in  favour  of  Lynd- 
hurst is  simply  a  reflex  of  the  opinions  ex- 
pressed by  the  Sydney  daily  newspapers. 
Honorable  members  get  a  good  deal  of  their 
politics  from  these  journals.    Their  views 
art  drummed  into  us  every  morning.    I  do 
not,  however,  question  the  honesty  of  the 
supporters  of  the  Lyndhurst  site.    I  am 
quite  sure  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Xorth  Sydney  would  not  support  it  unless 
he  believed  in  it.  I  can  also  quite  understand 
the  anxiety  of  the  hcmorable  member  for 


Macquarie  to  see  it  selected.  I  feel  like 
that  myself  sometimes  regarding  llonara 

Sir  William  Lyne.— Is  the  hcmorable 
member  supporting  Bombala  or  Dalgety  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  will  tell 
the  honorable  member  if  he  will  answei 
a"  question  which  I  put  to  him.  I  am  quite 
prepared  to  take  the  area  that  was  selected 
by  the  Senate.  I  think  we  ought  to  have 
a  large  area.  I  wish  to  hara  a  gateway  to 
the  sea,  and  also  an  entrance  from  another 
State.  It  is  in  my  opinion  for  Parliameni 
to  select  the  area,  and  the  choosing  of  the 
actual  site  is  rather  a  matter  for  experts. 

Mr.  Robinson.— But  what  about  the 
honorable  member's  constituents  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN— Probably 
the  hcmorable  and  learned  member  for 
Wannon  is  one  of  those  who  consider  the 
desires  of  their  constituents  a  good  deal. 
Personally,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  I  like  the  Bombala  site,  and  believe 
in  it. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Which  site  is  the 
honorable  member  going  to  vote  for? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  believe 
that  Bombala  is  the  best  site. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Is  the  honorable 
member  going  to  vote  for  it? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  will  vote 
for  a  district  or  territory,  not  a  particular 
site.     I    have   made   a  careful  analysis 

0  i  the  opinions  of  hmiorable  mem- 
bers, and  I  know  that  very  few  of  them  are 
prepared  to  vote  for  Bombala.  I  am  not 
fool  enough  to  throw  away  my  vote.  I 
am  not  prepared  to  follow  the  course  which 
the  honorable  member  for  Hume  took  on  ■ 
a  former  occasion.  I  am  not  going  to  urge 
honorable  members  to  vote  for  Dalgety. 
while  I  myself  vote  for  Bombala.  I  urge 
them  to  vote  for  Monaro  district,  and  leave 
the  selection  of  the  exact  site  to  experts. 
In  this  way  all  selectors  of  Monaro  wilt 
stand  solidly  together.  I  strongly  re 
sent  the  inference  of  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Wannon ;  and  as  for 
the  honorable  member  for  Hume,  he  should 
be  one  of  the  last  to  make  the  insinuation 
which  his  question  implies.  He,  himself, 
on  the  occasion  of  the  first  ballot,  voted  for 
Albury,  whilst  he  urged  other  honorable 
members  to  vote  for  Tumut,  deserting  one 
site  after  another,  and  afterwards  trying 
to  placate  the  supporters  of  Tumut  by 
talking  vaguely  of  a  railway.  An  honor- 
able member  who  pursues  such  a  course 
should  be  the  last  to  ask  a  question. 

1  ask  the  honorable  gentlenoan  now  to  comt> 
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out  from  his  ambush.  I  ask  him  if  he  is  pre- 
pared to  tell  the  Committee  for  which  site 
he  intends  to  vote.  I  pause  for  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  reply.  There  is  no  fear 
that  I  shall  get  an  answer  to  that  ques- 
tion. This  is  but  an  instance  of  whut 
the  honorable  member  for  Hume  will  try 
to  da  I  tell  the  Committee  frankly  that 
I  believe  B(»nbala  is  the  best  site ;  but  as 
a  large  number  of  honorable  members  hav^ 
assured  me,  in  a  perfectly  straightforward 
way,  that  they  believe  in  Dalgety,  and  will 
vote  for  it,  while  they  will  not  vote  for 
Bombala,  I  say  frankly  that  when  we  come 
to  the  question  of  the  selection  of  the  exact 
site,  I  shall  vote  for  the  site  in  the  McMiaro 
district  which  I  think  will  win. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith.— Does  the  honor- 
able member  think  he  ought  to  do  that  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  hon- 
orable member  for  Macquarie  has  done 
some  funny  things  himself.  He  was  at 
one  time  very  much  concerned  as  to  how 
he  should  vote,  but  I  believe  he  has  come 
to  a  conclusion  on  the  subject  at  last,  I 
am  free  to  admit,  however,  that  in  little 
matters  of  this  kind,  if  we  required  any 
one  to  watch  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume,  no  one  could  do  it  better  than  the 
honorable  member  for  Macquarie. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — Has  the  honor- 
able member  made  a  careful  analysis  of 
the  voting  that  is  likely  to  be  recorded  for 
Tumut  and  Tocma? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.  -I  have  been 
asked  a  question,  aad  I  have  had  no  hesi- 
tation whatever  in  answering  it.  I  should 
like  to  know  whether  there  is  any  other  in- 
formation I  can  give  honorable  members. 
I  am  acting  entirely  above  board,  and  I 
am  saying  exactly  what  I  think  on  this 
matter. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — Is  that  something  un- 
usual ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— It  may 
be  the  opinion  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Moira:  that  it  is  something  unusual  for 
me  to  say  what  I  think,  but  if  I  desired  an 
opinion  on  that  subject  I  should  not  go  to 
the  honorable  member  for  it.  The  honor- 
able member  usually  speaks  his  mind  pretty 
frankly,  and  I  can  well  understand  why  he 
is  not  prepared  to  accept  my  analysis  of  his 
statements.  He  realizes  now  that  he  has 
had  a  lot  of  absurd  statements  pumped 
into  him  by  some  one  else,  prob- 
ably the  honorable  member  for  Hume,  and 
he  has  given  them  out  here  like  a  phono- 


graph. The  honorable  member  now  wishet 
to  take  it  out  of  me,  because  J  have  showt 
that  there  is  nothing  in  those  statements. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — I  have  not  stolen  the  hon 
orable  gentleman's  leader. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.  — It  i, 
rather  hard  for  the  honorable  member  fo 
Moira  to  have  to  renounce  the  honorabL 
member  for  Hume,  but  I  can  well  under 
stand  why  he  should  do  so  when  he  find 
that  that  lionorable  gentleman  led  hin 
astray  at  the  start. 

Mr.  Kennedy.— The  honorable  gentle 
man  never  mentioned  the  subject  to  me. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  hon 
orable  member  for  Moira  now  admits  tha 
it  would  be  better  that  he  should  not  follo\ 
the  honorable  member  for  Hurae  in  th 
future.  We  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  th 
productiveness  of  the  different  sites.  Whei 
the  honorable  member  for  Gippsland  quotei 
certain  figures,  showing  the  productivows 
of  the  Monaro  district,  the  b^rable  mem 
bers  for  Hume  and  Macquarie  pooh-poohe 
the  idea  of  anything  growing  in  that  dis 
trict.  They  at  wice.  stated  that  what  Mi 
Coghlan  said  could  not  be  correct.  Hi 
statistical  records  of  the  wheat  and  maiz 
grown  in  the  Monaro  district  are  not  at 
cepted  by  the  honorable  member  for  Humf 

Jlr.  Watson. — In  garden  plots. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.  —  Garde 
plots  are  not  troubling  the  Prime  Ministe 
at  the  present  time.  There  are  other  plol 
that  are  worrying  the  honorable  gentlemar 

Mr.  Robinson. — Preference  plots? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  hav 
ascertained  that  one  of  the  mills  t 
Bombala  has  refused  to  take  any  moi 
of  the  wheat  grown  in  the  distiic 
because  it  is  blocked  up,  and  « 
know  that  there  are  mills  also  at  Coom 
and  at  other  towns  in  the  district.  1 
honorable  members  should  ask  why  settle) 
in  the  Monaro  district  cannot  grow  whei 
for  export,  the  answer  is  because  they  ai 
so  far  from  the  railway.  I  need  not  gil 
merely  my  own  assertions,  or  the  figup. 
of  Coghlan.  I  am  prepared  to  accept  th 
statistics  quoted  by  the  hctfiorable  memb 
for  Gippsland.  That  honorable  memb 
is  very  careful  in  submitting  figures  i 
this  chamber,  and  I  am  prepared  to  a( 
cept  the  figures  he  has  quoted  withou 
entering  upon  an  argument  with  the  hoi 
orable  member  for  Hume  as  to  wheth) 
Coghlan  had  not  some  reason  or  other  I 
falsify  his  statistical  register   in  (»der  I 
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show  that  the  productiveness  of  the  soil 
was  greater  in  Uie  Monaro  district  than  in 
other  districts  of  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards.— What  is  the  birth 
rate? 

Mr,  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  am  re- 
ferring to  the  productiveness  as  regards 
wheat  and  maize.  I  know  that  Bombala 
and  the  district  around  it  can  hold  its  own 
with  amy  of  the  other  districts  of  New 
South  Wales.  I  can  state  as  a  fact  that 
on  the  coast  below  Bombala,  and  within 
ten  miles  of  the  radius  fixed  by  the  Senate, 
land  required  for  growing  maize  brought,  at 
public  competiti(»i  jQioo  per  acre. 

Sir  WiLLiAU  Lyne. — That  is  at  Bega^ 
on  the  coast 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Yes,  at 
Bega  J  but  the  honorable  member  for  Hume 
contended  scnne  time  ago  that  the  Monaro 
district  could  not  furnish  food  supplies  for 
the  Federal  Capital. 

Sir  WiLUAu  Lyne.— That  is  not  in  the 
Monaro  district. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  am  glad 
that  the  tumorable  member  is  finding  some* 
thing  to  which  be  can  take  excepticm.  The 
honorable  gentlonan  would  not  accept  the 
statistics  quoted  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Gippsland,  nor  would  he  accept 
Coghlans  statistics ;  and  I  now  ask  him 
why  people  should  give  such  high  prices 
for  land  in  the  district?  If  the  honor- 
able gentleman  asks  me  why  they  do  not 
give  similarly  high  prices  for  land  in 
other  parts  of  the  ^lonaro  district,  the 
answer  is  that  it  is  because  there  is  no 
means  of  getting  the  products  of  the  land 
to  market. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Because  there  is  no 
good  land. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  hon- 
orable gentleman  may  make  that  bald  as- 
sertion if  it  pleases  him,  but  he  knows 
that  it  is  because  there  is  no  means  of  get- 
ting the  products  of  the  land  to  market. 
The  honorable  gentleman  must  be  aware 
that  on  Bibbenluke  and  Gunningrah  there 
are  loo^ooo  acres  which  are  supposed  to 
be  suitable  for  close  settlement,  and  they 
are  mly  waiting  for  a  railway  to  the  dis- 
trict. He  must  be  aware  that  at 
Nimitybelle,  with  an  elevation  of  4,000 
feet,  the  Mount  Cooper  estate  was  re- 
cently inspected  by  New  South  Wales  Go- 
vernment experts,  who  recconmended  the 
Government  to  purchase  the  estate  for  pur- 
poses of  closer  settlement 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  is  not  fit  for 
closer  settlement 


Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  hon- 
orable gentleman  has  seen  it  (mly  when 
dashing  through  in  a  coach,  but  Govern- 
ment experts,  after  an  inquiry  extending 
over  eight  or  nine  days,  have  decided  that 
it  is  fit  for  closer  settlement,  and  have  re- 
commended that  the  New  South  Wales 
Government  should  buy  it  for  that  pur- 
pose. That  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the 
poor  places  in  the  district  Honorable 
members  may  take  exception  to  it,  becau% 
the  value  is  fixed  at  jQz  los.  per  acre.  The 
reason  for  that  again  is  because  there  is  no 
railway  communication  to  this  land.  There 
are  60,000  acres  on  Bibbenluke,  40,000 
acres  on  (iunningrah,  and  30,000  or  40,000 
acres  on  Maharatta.  I  can  appeal  to  hon- 
orable members,  who  know  as  much  about 
country  as  does  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume,  and  who  were  driven  out  before 
breakfast  to  look  at  these  places,  to  say 
whether  these  estates  are  not  suitable  for 
closer  settlement.  The  country  is  pooh- 
poohed  because  a  high  value  is  iK)t  put  upwi 
it,  when  we  know  that  the  reason  is  that  at 
the  present  time  no  one  can  do  anything 
with  the  land  but  graze  sheep  or  cattle' there. 
The  honorable  member  for  Moira  has  stated 
as  one  of  his  own  experiences  that  he  took 
his  horses  to  Monaro,  and  they  could  not 
live  on  the  grass  there ; '  that  he 
had  to  stable- feed  them.  I  can  ap- 
peal to  the  honorable  members  for 
Grey  and  Capricomia,  who  drove 
from  Cooma  south  for  seventy  miles,  and 
returned  by  the  same  route  for  twenty 
miles,  whoi  they  made  a  detour  of  fifty 
miles  to  get  back  to  the  station,  to  say 
whether  in  that  journey  they  saw  any  coun- 
try on  which  horses  could  liot  live.  I  need 
not  say  anything  about  the  record  which 
the  Monaro  district  has  for  horses.  The 
district  is  renowned  for  its  horse-breeding 
establishments,  and  what  object  the  honor- 
able member  for  Moira  could  possiblv  hara 
in  making  such  an  absurd  statement  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  understand. 

Mr.  Kennedy.— 1  bare  stated  hard  facts. 
Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  hon- 
orable member  can  have  only  one  idea  in 
his  mmd  in  making  such  a  statement,  and 
that  is,  to  endeavour  to  persuade  honor- 
able members  tliat  the  country  around  the 
Monaro  district  will  not  keep  horses. 
Sir  William  Lvne. — Tt  is  too  sour. 
Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPT\rAN.— The  hon- 
orable member  for  Hume,  who  has  pumped 
a  lot  of  absurd  statements  into  the  honor 
able  member  for  Moira,  says  that  the  coun- 
try is  too  sour.  I  give  the  hi^rabl^  member 
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credit  for  honesty  of  purpose,  but  I  can 
appeal  against  his  opinion  to  honorable 
members  who  know  as  much  about  country 
as  he  does,  and  who  have  been  through  the 
Monaro  district  for  over  loo  miles. 

Mr.  PovNTON.— 1  know  that  we  saw  some 
fine  fat  bullocks  there. 

ilr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  appeal 
to  the  honorable  member  for  Moira  to  say 
what  object  he  could  have  in  making  such 
a  statement  as  he  has  made. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — I  have  had  to  live 
there ;  the  honorable  gentleman  has  not. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  do  not 
dispute  the  fact;  but  I  must  question  any- 
thing said  bv  an  .  honorable  member 
who  will  make'  so  absurd  a  statement  as 
that  to  which  I  have  referred.  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  there  is  no  honor- 
able member  who  has  visited  the  Monaro 
district,  no  matter  how  much  he  may  con- 
demn the  Monaro  sites,  or  how  anxious  he 
may  be  to  secure  the  selection  of  a  site  in 
another  district,  who  will  give  any  credit 
to  a  statement  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — No  stock-owner  on 
Riverina  will  take  stock  from  Riverina  to 
Monaro  to  thrive.   That  can  be  proved. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— All  I  can 
say  is  that  the  honorable  member  is  wel- 
come to  prove  it  if  he  can.  The  honorable 
member  for  Moira  is  usually  very  careful, 
but  he  destrovs  our  confidence  in  him 
when  he  makes  a  statement  of  that  kind. 
The  honorable  member  for  Grampians 
knows  something  about  country,  and  al- 
though he  has  said  some  unkind  things  of 
the  Monaro  district  because  he  does  not  like 
it,  and  because  he  faTOurs  the  Upper  Mur- 
ray site,  he  would  never  have  asserted  that 
horses  would  not  live  in  the  district. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — No  stock-owner  on 
Monaro  would  take  stock  off  Riverina  and 
put  them  on  to  Monaro  to  thrive. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— If  that  be 
so,  how  is  it  that  during  the  last  two  years, 
when  we  had  a  drought,  nearly  all  the  stock 
from  the  Riverina  side  were  brought  to 
the  Monaro  district?  I  have  figures  here  to 
bear  that  out,  if  the  honorable  member  cares 
to  see  them. 

'Sir.  Spence. — I  did  .-(oo  miles  through 
the  district  in  a  fortnight  with  a  pair  of 
horses  that  were  fed  on  grass  all  the  time. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— It  is 
hardlv  worth  while  to  answer  such  state- 
ments, but  if  honorable  members  will  con- 
sider the  statistics  of  stock  in  the  Monaro 
district  thev  will  find  that  during  the 
drought,  men  on  Monaro  made  nearly  the 


I  freehold  prices  of  their  land  by  renting  it 
to  people  who  brought  starving  stock  fnra 
I  the  Riverina  country.  Mr.  McCaughey  paid 
'  thousands  of  pounds  in  rent  for  Alonaro 
I  country  for  his  stock. 

I     Mr.  Watson. — For  country  just  above 

!  Tumut. 

j  Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— On  which 
I  side  of  the  mountain  were  the  sheep  ? 

Mr.  Watson. — Mostly  on  the  western 
I  side.    I  saw  his  stock  there,  or,  at  any 
rate,  thousands  of  them. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— That  state- 
ment is  like  the  honorable  gentleman's  story 
about  the  unfortunate  boy  whom  he  found 
asleep  beside  a  milk-can.    We  all  know 
I  that  there  is  some  good  country  on  the  Tu- 
j  mut  side;  but  does  the  Prime  Minister  say 
that  Mr.  McCaughey's  stock  was  not  chiefly 
o.i  the  Monaro  side? 
Mr.  Watson. — I  do. 
Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  am  ac- 
j  quainted  with  most  of  the  men  in  the  Mo- 
naro district.   I  know  the  size  of  their  runs, 
and  in  many  cases  the  rentals  which  they 
received.  I  drove  through  Mr.  McCaughev's 
sheep,  and  I  say  that  most  of  them  were  ir. 
that  district.    I  was  not  in  the  Tumut  elec- 
torate at  all.    Many  men  on  the  Monaro 
country  got  nearly  as  much,  and  some  of 
them  quite  as  much,  for  taking  starving 
stock  from  the  plains  during  the  eighteen 
months'  drought,  as  the  freehold  of  their 
land  could  have  been  purchased  for  prior 
to  that  period. 

Mr.  WATSON.-^In  many  cases  high  rents 
were  paid  for  land  on  which,  ordinarily 
penple  would  not  dare  to  place  their  sheep. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— When  I 
tried  to  i)in  the  honorable  member  for 
Moira  down  to  his  statement  about  horses, 
he  began  to  speak  of  cattle  and  sheep ;  and 
now  the  Prime  Minister  has  come  to  his 
rescue  by  saying  that  a  good  many  of  Mr. 
McCaughey's  sheep  were,  during  the 
drought,  placed  on  the  Tumut  country.  I 
d<}  not  dispute  that.  He  had  sheep  all  o\-er 
the  country. 

Mr.  Watson. — He  had  more  sheep  on 
the  Tumut  side  than  on  the  Monaro  side. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.  —  There 
were  five  times  as  many  sheep  on  the 
Monaro  side'  as  on  the  Tumut  side.  It  is 
not  that  the  country  is  so  much  better,  but 
that  there  is  so  much  more  of  it. 

Mr.  Skene. — At  Tooma  he  had  five 
sheep  to  the  acre. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  hon- 
orable member  for  Gwydir  spoke  of  there 
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Iwing  fifteen  sheep  to  the  acre,  so  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Grampians  has 
o)me  down  ten.  Perhaps  if  I  commenced 
10  whistle  he  would  make  a  reasonable 
statement. 

Mr.  Skene.— What  I  say  is  true;  and 
tht?  sheep  were  brought  away  fat. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.  —  I  have 
sei.'n  100  sheep  to  the  acre ;  but  they  were 
in  a  yard.  If  the  honorable  member  can  j 
ijiill  the  honorable  member  for  Maranoa, 
who  has  said  that  he  will  support  the 
Monaro  site,  with  that  sort  of  garden  stuff, 
his  statements  may  do  him  some  good ;  but 
otherwise  they  cannot  be  expected  to  in- 
fluence any  one  who  knows  a  miner's  right 
from  a  homestead  lease. 

Mr.  Skene. — I  spoke  from  personal  ex- 
perience. There  were  1 5,000  sheep  on 
3,000  acres. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  Prime 
Minister  had  a  brolher-in-taw  in  the  Monaro 
district,  against  whom  I  have  nothing  »o 
say.  because  he  was  a  very  good  ccmstituent, 
and  voted  for  me  every  time ;  but  the  hcm- 
<  irable  gentleman  has  stated  that  he  is 
strongly  opposed  to  the  selection  of  the 
.Monaro  site,  because  of  a  fearful  time 
-which  his  brother-in-law  had  in  a  snow- 
storm. 

Mr.  Skene. — Is  that  where  they  have 
churches  with  chimneys? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  hon- 
orable member  must  be  mending  his  ways 
to  know  anything  about  churches  at  all. 
The  Prime  Minister  has  made  a  great  deal 
<if  the  statement  of  his  brother-in-law  that 
Monaro  is  a  very  cold  place. 

Mr.  Watson. — At  any  rate,  I  have  never 
mentioned  it  in  this  chamber. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  hon- 
orable member  has  mentioned  it  privately 
to  many. 

Mr.  Watson. — Incidentaliy,  I  told  the 
honorable  member  about  the  occurrence. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— No  doubt 
it  is  awkward  to  have  these  stories  raked  up 
^igain.  I  hope  that  the  men  of  the  Monaro 
district,  and  the  men  of  the  Moira  district, 
will  hear  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Moira  has  stated  that  horses  will  not  live 
on  Monaro.  Let  honorable  gentlemen  lis- 
ten to  the  following  statement  about 
Tiimut,  which  appeared  in  a  newspaper 
<lated  3rd  February: — 

Earth  tremors  were  felt  here  about  1  o'clock 
this  morning,  and  some  residents  assert  that  they 
were  the  most  distinct  ever  experienced.  Houses 
were  shaken  violently,  and  apparently  some  por- 
lions  of  the  town  we're  afTected  more  than  others. 
The  current  travelled  south-  One  diitinctly  aadible 


shock,  with  vibrations  and  rumblings,  lasted  over 
a  minute.  It  was  elicited  at  the  Observatory  this 
afternoon  that  a  slight  shock  had  been  felt  at 
Adclong  at  1.15  this  morning.  No  other  stations 
reported  any  disturbance. 

That  paragraph  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  legiti- 
mate answer  to  the  story  told  by  the  brother- 
in-law  of  the  Prime  Minister.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Lang  also  spoke  about  the 
cold.  He  said  that  he  had  had  a  very  cold 
trip  when  passing  through  Nimitybelle  one 
summer's  night. 

Mr.  Watson. — Yes,  and  I  have  also  had 
a  very  cold  drive  through  Nimitybelle 
during  a  simimer's  night. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Those  are 
the  sort  of  statements  which  I  have  to  com- 
bat. The  Prime  Minister  wishes  it  to  be 
inferred  that  it  is  distressingly  cold  in  the 
Monaro  country  in  the  middle  of  simimer, 
and  those  who  believe  such  extreme  state- 
ments will,  of  course,  hesitate  before  going 
there.  I  regret  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man should  thus  go  back  to  his  old  prac- 
tices. In  many  respects  it  has  improved 
him  to  have  more  responsibility  and  less 
liberty;  but  he  should  not,  even  as  a  joke, 
say  that  the  climate  of  Monaro  is  so  bad 
as  to  be  distressingly  cold  at  night  in  the 
middle  of  summer.  Such  absurd  stories 
are  an  insult  to  the  intelligence  of  honorable 
members.  The  honorable  member  for  Mac- 
j  quarie  also  spoke  about  the  cold  of  the 
Monaro  district ;  but  let  him  listen  to  the 
following  paragraph  from  a  newspaper 
dated  gth  June,  1903  : — 

ORANGE,  Monday.— There  was  a  heavy  fall 
of  snow  this  morning,  the  ground  being  covered 
to  a  depth  of  three  inches.  It  was  much  heavier 
at  the  Canobolas.  Light  rain  has  been  falling  all 
day,  with  a  cold  westerly  wind.  There  are  no 
indications  of  the  weather  clearing,  and  another 
snow  storm  to-night  is  probable.  All  holiday 
'  sports  had  to  be  postponed. 

Similar  reports  came  from  Blayney,  Lith- 
gow,  and  other  places  in  the  district,  while 
the  Observatory  records  show  that,  on  the 
same  day,  the  weather  in  Monaro  was  per- 
fect. I  do  not  seriously  a>ntend  that  there- 
fore the  Monaro  climate  is  warmer  than  the 
Orange  climate.  I  quote  the  statement  to 
show  the  absurdity  of  some  of  the  state- 
ments made  by  the  honorable  member.  The 
following  article,  however,  is  one  to 
which  I  think  the  Committee  generallv 
would  do  well  to  pay  attention  : — 

It  was  in  some  measure  unfortunate  that  the 
Australian  Federation  was  not  cradled  in  time  of 
war  or  other  great  national  stress.  The  easy  and 
comfortable  conditions  under  which  the  union 
cftme  to  birth — the  only  difficulty  being  the  petty 
'  and  undignified  one  of  soothing  the  squ.ibbling 
I  jealousies  of  various  provincia^ists — deprived  the 
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new  nation  of  much  that  would  have  been  valu- 
able in  forming  a  character.  Australia  began 
federated  life  too  much  under  hot-bouse  a>ndi- 
tioDs.  The  evil  effects  of  this  have  shown  them- 
selves on  various  occasions,  but  never  so  conspicu- 
ously as  in  the  discussion  as  to  the  location  of 
the  Federal  Capital.  From  many  sides  comes  a 
clamour  against  a  "  bush  capital,"  and  plaintive 
arguments  as  to  the  "discomfort"  and  "incon- 
venience "  to  legislators  if  the  Federal  Parlia- 
ment sits  anywhere  outside  Melbourne  or  Syd- 
ney. In  other  quarters,  whilst  there  is  a  grudg- 
ing acguiescence  to  the  proposal  that  the  Legis- 
lature should  move  away  from  the  flesb-pots  of 
the  great  cities,  there  is  an  eager  desire  to  veto 
any  proposed  site  which  has  real  or  fancied  bard- 
ships  of  climate  or  access.  The  time  has  come 
to  remark  to  those  gentlemen  of  the  Federal 
Parliament  who  are  desirous  of  staying  in  one 
of  our  great  cities,  and  to  those  who  are  so 
querulously  anxious  that  a  site  should  be  chosen 
with  prompt  access  by  Pullman  car,  and  with  a 
soft  and  complaisant  climate,  that  the  whole 
purpose  of  the  Federation  is  not  to  provide  com- 
fortable hotel  quarters  for  those  who  chance  now 
to  be  its  legislators.  The  BuUeiin  wishes  to  say 
this  firmly,  if  a  little  reluctantly.  This  paper 
has  never  joined  in  that  cheap  and  nasty  adul- 
teration of  Radicalism  which  seeks  the  favour  of 
the  unthinking  by  belittling  the  representatives 
of  the  people  ana  attacking  their  so-called  "  fat 
salaries"  and  "enormous  perquisites."  That  is 
a  Tory  game  to  cripple  the  service  of  the  public 
*o  that  the  public  may  be  the  more  easily  vie- 
timised.  But,  whilst  Australia  should  give  the 
best  that  it  can  to  its  Parliament  and  Ministers, 
concession  must  stop  short  of  keeping  back  the 
development  of  the  nation  in  the  interests  of 
the  marble  bath  and  the  civilized  cocktail  of  the 
Legislature.  So  soon  as  these  things  can  be  pro- 
vided, consistently  with  the  national  interests, 
they  should  be ;  the  legislator  is  worthy  of  his 
bath  and  his  cocktail.  But  if  the  nation  needs 
it,  the  Legislature  should  be  content  with  a  bul- 
lock-dray capital.  It  must  be  the  nation's  in- 
terests nrst  and  those  of  the  nation's  servants 
second. 

It  is  ridiculous  to  hear,  as  one  may  hear, 
members  of  the  Federal  Parliament  argumg  that 
the  Bombala  site  for  the  Capital — the  only  truly 
national  site  so  far  proposed — is  impossible,  he- 
cause,  for  a  while,  members  would  have  to  travel 
some  of  the  distance  by  coach,  and  because  the 
climate  there  is  sometimes  cold.  This  is  an 
old  wom.in'3  attitude.  These  "dainty  affetuosos" 
who  would  sacrifice  a  nation's  interests  rather 
than  submit  to  a  little  jolting  or  an  occasional 
sharp  blast  of  wind,  show  themselves  in  a  wholly 
contemptible  light.  It  is  their  misfortune,  per- 
haps, rather  than  their  fault,  that  such  paltry 
idea*  should  infect  their  minds.  The  daily  papers, 
with  their  draper  souls,  constantly  preach  paltri- 
ness and  cowardice  in  national  affairs,  and  there 
has  been  in  Australia  of  late  no  stirring  deed  to 
rouse  the  mind  from  sluggishness.  Federation 
was  bom  in  peddling  times.  The  very  Capital 
site  location  was  made  matter  of  degraded  huck- 
stering by  George  Reid.  Eureka  and  the  Anti- 
Transportation  movement  are  far  remote  from 
these  days,  and  the  spirit  aroused  by  those  great 
outbursts  of  national  feeling  has.  to  a  g'cat  ex- 
lent,  faded  aw-iy.  Else  it  would  be  impossible 
for  an  Australian  public  man  to  balance  against 
Mr.  Amtiit  Chapman, 


the  arguments  in  favour  of  a  truly  nationj 
Federal  Site  bis  personal  liability  to  catch  a  cq1< 
in  his  nose. 

Ignoring  the  cold-in-the-nose  issue,  the  con 

ditions  which  a  locality  must  satisfy  to  make  i 
truly  suitable  for  an  Australian  Capital  may  b 
briefly  recapitulated  as  follows  : — 

The  area  must  be  the  sole  property  of  ih 
Federation,  and  must  be  sufficiently  large  to  s( 
cure  for  the  Australian  people  all  the  incremra 
in  land  values  which  the  building  of  the  Capita 
will  give.  An  area  of  too  square  miles  would  b 
inadequate  even  for  the  building  of  a  city ;  an 
it  would  leave  the  larger  share  of  land  value  in 
crements  to  the  private  landlords  outside  the  arc^i 
Greater  Melbourne  has  an  area  of  250  squat 
miles,  and  that  area  by  no  means  embraces  all  tb 
land  which  has  largely  increased  to  value  by  tii 

I  mere  building  of  the  city.  If  an  area  0 
100  square  miles,  dedicated  for  a  Federal  cit) 
were  an  exact  square,  and  the  city  were  built  i 
its  exact  middle,  it  would  only  be  a  distance  o 
five  miles  from  the  Federal  G  P.O.  to  iome  priv,i! 
landlord's  area.  If,  as  it  is  more  reasonable  t 
suppose,  this  exact  mathematical  regularity  wer 
not  f^tainablei  it  might  be  onlr  halr-a-mile  froi 
the  Federal  city  to  the  outside  area  where  th 
private  landlord  annexed  the  profits. 

The  area  must  be  of  such  a  character  as  to  pel 
mit  of  a  real  city  arising,  with  good  agriculture 

I  lands  contiguous,  with  room  and  facilities  for  fn( 

I  tories  and  arsenals.    Either  an  easy  coal  supply  0 

I  water  power  must  be  available. 

.K  bracing  and  sturdy  climate  is  desirable.  Tit 
Federal  area  should  be  a  nursery  for  the  Feder.; 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  public  servants. 

A  Federal  port  is  absolutely  essential.  Th 
present  humiliating  tribute  agreement  with  Brital 
cannot  be  endured  for  ever.  In  time  the  Comniim 
wealth  must  have  its  own  navy ;  it  will  then  w.in 
its  own  dockyards  and  harbor.  Further,  the  Fedc 
ral  Capital  should  not  be  surrounded  on  all  si<lc 
by  the  area  of  any  one  Slate,  and  be  depen'lrr 
solely  on  that  State  for  its  means  of  comaiua: 
Cation. 

Of  the  various  sites  under  consideration  there  i 
only  one  that  meets  all  these  requirements— (!i 
Edcn-Bombala  area.  In  view  of  the  necessity  fa 
economy — the  Commonwealth  cannot  very  wt 
buy  up  Newcastle  and  the  Hunter  River  va]le\- 
it  IS  probably  the  only  site  available  in  the  «hu1 
Commonwealth.  And  it  answers  to  the  naiuii 
needs  in  a  fashicm  almost  absolutely  complete 

I  An  area  can  be  secured  stretching  from  an  cmcI 
lent  harbor  on  the  coast  towards  fine,  bracing  high 
lands,  where  might  be  bred  men  who  couM  be: 
Maorilanders  at  football  or  steal  cattle  from 
Highlander  of  the  i6th  century.  Railwnv  ton 
munication  with  the  great  State  capitals  can  b 
effected  without  any  enormous  difficulty.  There  i 
a  splendid  water  supply — the  only  reallv  genuin 
hall-marked,  never-failing  Australian  river,  tb 
Snowy,  passes  through  the  land,  and  water  fc 
every  requirement,  from  the  generation  of  c1r« 
trical  power  for  running  factory  machinery  to  th 
dilution  of  the  politician's  whisky,  is  avaiLibU-.  1 
is  fitted,  by  reason  of  its  cheap  water  power,  to  fa 

,  the  greatest  and  most  economical  mannfacturin 
site  in  Australia — water  is  even  cheaper  than  coal 

I  A  harbor  suit.ible  for  the  naval  and  trade  nccrss 
ties  of  a  Federal  Capital  is  in  existence.  Tliei 
need  be  no  cramping  of   the  area  resume'!,  a 

'  5,000  square  miles,  of  mostly  Grown  lands,  can  I 
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obtained.  On  the  Eilen>Bombala  site,  in  short, 
the  Federation  may  found  a  city  and  a  State 
which  win  serve  every  national  purpose,  and  wield 
a  great  influence  in  oreaking  down  those  provin- 
cial jealousies  which  are  the  chief  obstacles  to 
the  progress    of  the  UniOD. 

Then  the  Bulletin  appeals  to  the  Labour 
Party  as  follows: — 

The  Bttlletin  in  particular  appeals  to  the  Labour 
Party  to  stand  to  the  national  and  patriotic  atti- 
tude on  this  great  issue.  That  party  has,  so  far, 
shown  itself  the  most  consistently  Federal  and 
Australian  of  the  three  organizations  in  the  Par- 
liament; it  would  be  a  fitting  crown  to  its  work 
io  the  first  Australian  Legislature  if  it  were  to 
stand  unitedly  foi  the  national,  as  opposed  to  the 
provincial,  or  the  personally  selfisli,  view  in  the 
selection  of  the  national  capital. 

These  statements  were  published  in  the 
BuUeiin  of  xst  October,  1903,  and  I  think 
that  they  afford  htmorable  members  plenty 
of  food  for  reflection.  They  iiidicate 
what  we  require. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  article  reads  like  a 
circus  poster. 

llr.  Kezxv. — It  is  absurd. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  hon- 
orable member  for  Wentworth  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Dalley  may  think 
that  this  is  a  subject  for  joking;  but  I  re- 
gard it  as  very  serious.  I  do  not  suppose 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Wentworth 
will  be  prepared  to  go  back  to  his  consti- 
tuents and  tell  them  that  the  naticxial 
platform  laid  down'  by  the  Bulletin  is  an 
ahsurd  one. 

Mr.  Kellt. — ^Who  wrote  the  article — 
some  authority? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  state- 
ments I  have  read  are  contained  in  a 
leading  article  published  in  the  Bulletin, 
and  I  dare  say  the  writer  is  as  good  an 
authority  as  is  the  honorable  member  for 
Wentworth,  with  all  his  cocksureness  and 
his  great  political  experience.  No  mat- 
ter who  the  writer  may  be,  he  has  pre- 
sented hard  facts,  which  carmot  be  gain- 
said. Now,  I  desiie  to  deal  with  the 
claims  of  some  of  the  other  sites,  which 
have  been  put  forward.  The  honorable 
member  for  Macquarie  does  not  care  about 
the  Bulletin  statement,  but  I  would  ask 
hira  to  follow  me  whilst  I  refer  to  Mr. 
Pridham's  report.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber has  asserted  that  Mr.  Wade's  report, 
upon  which  he  relied,  was  based  on  Mr. 
Pridham's  figures.  I  have  just  as  high  an 
opinion  of  Mr.  Wade  as  has  the  honor- 
able member  for  Macquarie,  but  I  took  ex- 
ception to  his  being  called  upon  to  give 
evidence  as  a  special  advocate  of  a  par- 
ticular site,  unless  we  also  obtained  the  tes- 


timony of  Mr.  Pridham  and  other  officers 
of  high  standing.  Now  1  shall  refer  to 
some  of  the  figures  contained  in  Mr.  Prid- 
ham's report,  which  was  presented  to  this 
House  in  May,  1904.  The  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan  in  his  report  says — 

None  of  the  creeks  I  saw  were  running  when 
I  visited  Lyndhurst  on  5th  April.  The  Belubla 
River  was  dry  at  Carcoar,  the  Mandurama,  the 
Grubbeabong,  and  the  Coombing  Creeks  were  also 
all  dry.  It  must,  therefore,  be  clearly  understood 
that  should  the  Capital  be  established  at  Lynd- 
hurst, the  water  supply  must  be  obtained  by  con- 
servation, and  not  from  perennial  streams.  The 
principal  water-course — the  Belubla  River — is  not 
perennial,  and  runs  through  an  inhabited  country, 
includiue  the  towns  of  Blayney  and  Carcoar.  It 
is,  therefore,  under  existing  conditions,  out  of  the 
question  for  a  pure  water  supply.  The  proposals 
to  obtain  from  conservation  hy  placing  dams  across 
four  separate  water -courses,  viz.,  Coombing  Creek, 
Flyer's  Creek,  CadianguUong  Creek,  and  Brown's 
Creek,  sufficient  water  for  a  population  of  89,000, 
and  when  the  population  increases  beyond  that 
number  to  pump  water  twenty-two  mites  from  a 
large  storage  reservoir  in  the  Lachlan  River,  does 
not  seem  to  mark  out  this  site,  so*  far  as  water 
supply  is  concerned,  as  one  amply  favoured  by 
nature  for  the  Seat  of  Government  of  Australia. 
The  enormous  cost  of  this  water  supply  (vide 
Mr.  Pridham's  report,  herewith,  marked  Appen- 
dix B),  namely,  ^2,728,030,  is,  in  my  opinion, 
a  serious  handicap  to  this  site. 

We  gather  from  this  that  an  outlay  of  nearly 
j^3,ooo,ooo  would  be  involved  in  provid- 
ing an  adequate  water  supply  at  Lyndhurst, 
and  it  remains  for  the  honorable  member 
for  Macquarie  to  show  us  that  such  an  ex- 
penditure would  be  justified.  The  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan  says  further — 
As  there  is  no  perennial  stream  near  Lynd- 
hurst, there  is  no  reasonable  possibility  of  gene- 
rating electricity  to  any  large  extent  by  water 
power.  Mr.  Pridham's  report,  herewith.  Appen- 
dix B,  paragraph  5,  shows  that  no  adequate 
power  would  be  forthcoming  from  the  Lachlan 
River;  this  factor  may,  therefore,  be  considered 
as  practically  non-existent. 

There  is  the  statement  of  Mr.  Pridham, 
together  with  the  cold  analysis  of  the  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan,  which  speaks 
for  itself.  I  ask  why  an  endeavour 
should  now  be  made  to  ram  down  our 
throats  a  supplementary  report  by  Mr. 
Wade?  Mr.  Pridham  is  a  tried  and  trusted 
official,  who  is  supposed  to  be  the  best 
authority  on  water-power  in  the  Common- 
wealth. The  honorable  member  for  Mac- 
quarie knows  that  there  are  no  running 
streams  in  the  Lyndhurst  district,  and  that 
the  statement  recently  made  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Kfaranoa  in  regard  to 
the  inadequacy  of  the  water  supply  there 
was  perfectly  correct.  We  have  had  glow- 
ing descriptions  of  the  possibilities  of  con- 
serving water  at  such   places  as  Orange, 

Digitjzed  by  ^OOg  IC 


3868  Seat  of        [REPRESENTATIVES.]    Government  Bill. 


Albury,  Bathurst,  and  Goulbum.  The  New 
South  Wales  Government  provided  the 
money  for  carrying  out  scnne  of  these 
schemes,  and  yet  during  the  dry  summer 

of  eighteen  months  ago  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Orange  were  placed  upon  a 
half  supply,  whilst  at  Bathurst  they  were 
driving  tunnels,  with  a  view  to  obtaining 
additional  supplies  of  water. 

Mr.  David  Thomson. — They  have  been 
doing  that  for  years. 

Mr.  Page. — The  water  is  highly  mineral- 
ized. 

Mr.  AUSTIN'  CHAPMAN.— Exactly. 
The  honorable  member  for  Macquarie  has 
stated  that  there  is  copper  to  be  found  all 
oxer  the  district.  It  is  for  him  to 
explain  how  the  difficulties  which  now  pre- 
sent themselves  are  to  be  overcome.  To 
my  mind  it  is  unfair  to  cast  an  aspersion 
upon  Mr.  Pridham.  He  tells  us  that  the 
cost  of  providing  an  adequate  water  supply 
at  Lyndhurst  would  be  over  ^^2,000,000. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — Read  his  full 
statement. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  have  not 
his  full  report  before  me. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — It  does  not  suit  the 
honorable  member's  purpose  to  read  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order !  I  would 
point  out  that  standing  order  280  expressly 
forbids  interruptions,  and  also  lays  it  down 
that  every  honorable  member  addressing  the 
Chair  has  a  right  to  make  his  speech  in  his 
own  way. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — I  admit  that  I  have 
infringed  the  rules  of  the  House,  and  I  am 
very  sorry  for  having  done  sa  At  the 
same  time  I  should  like  to  point  out  that 
when  I  was  speaking  the  honorable  member 
did  not  hesitate  to  ask  me  a  number  of 
questions,  which  I  answere'd  in  the  most 
civil  way. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Mr.  Prid- 
ham gives  the  following  details  in  reference 
to  supplying  Lyndhurst  with  water  for  a 
further  population  of  90,000  by  pumping 
by  steam  from  the  Lachlan: — Estimated 
cost  of  works  (one-tenth  cost  of  dam,  pipe 
line,  pumping,  machinery,  &c.),  ;^58i,2oo ; 
estimated  annual  cost  of  pumping  9,000,000 
gallons  per  day,  1,600  feet,  at  3d.  per  1,000 
gallons.  100  feet  high,  ^£65,696,  which, 
capitalized  at  4  per  cent,  means 
^^1,642,400;  maintenance  of  main,  capi- 
talized at  4  per  cent,  ^^9,250;  total, 
^£2,232,850. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — That  result  is 
obtained  by  capitalizing  the  working  ex- 
penses. 


Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.  —  Exacti}. 
Water  will  not  run  up  hill  a  distance  of  ics 
feet.  If  we  selected  the  Lyndhurst  site  it 
would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  make  pro- 
vision for  a  pumping  scheme,  unless  we 
were  prepared  to  depend  upon  a  system  flf 
driving  and  tunnelling  for  water.  The 
honorable  member  for  Macquarie  has 
cleverly  endeavoured  to  delude  honorable 
members.  Personally,  I  am  content  to 
let  them  decide  this  matter  for  themselves. 
The  honorable  member  has  stated  that  at 
Lyndhurst  a  supply  of  135,000,000  gallons 
per  day  could  be  utilized  for  purposes  of 
irrigation.  I  really  think  that  the  honor- 
able member  has  made  a  mistake. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — They  are  not  my 
figures,  but  those  of  Mr.  Wade. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Mr.  Wade 
has  just  returned  from  America,  where  he 
has  been  reporting  upon  the  Mississippi,  and 
I  think  that  the  honorable  member  for  Mac- 
quarie has  mixed  up  the  two  reports.  Is  it 
not  absurd  for  the  honorable  member  to  con- 
tend that  while  Orange,  which  contains  a 
population  of  a  couple  of  thousand,  had 
to  be  put  upon  half  supply  last  sum- 
mer, Lyndhurst  could  be  provided  with 
r35.ooo>ooo  gallons  per  day? 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — Of  what  river  is 
the  honorable  member  talking? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— There  Is 
no  river  there.  In  the  first  instance  the 
honorable  member  relied  upon  the  Mac- 
quarie River,  but  when  all  the  punts 
there  got  stuck  up  he  fell  back 
upon  the  Lachlan.  I  look  upon 
his  statements  as  absurd.  He  cannot  ex- 
plain away  Mr.  Pridham's  figures.  This 
is  not  an  Age  story,  but  Mr.  Pridham's 
story.  I  think  that  upon  this  matter 
the  Committee  will  prefer  to  accept 
the  opinions  of  disinterested  men  who  have 
no  axe  to  grind,  rather  than  the  assertions 
of  the  honorable  member.  To  make  state- 
ments which  they  could  not  prove,  would 
be  worth  more  than  their  reputations.  That 
is  why  I  was  anxious  that  Mr.  Wade 
should  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  House. 
There  is  no  running  stream  at  Lyndhurst. 
and  there  is  no  chance  of  obtaining  an  effi- 
cient water  supply  there.  To  attempt  to  make 
honorable  members  believe  that  wat^r 
would  be  cheap  at  so  much  per  gallon  is 
utterly  ridiculous.  Any  such  argument 
must  necessarily  be  based  upon  the  assump- 
tion that  all  the  water  which  falls  during 
a  great  storm  can  be  conserved  and  sold.  In 
conclusion,  I  wish  to  say  that  I  am  content 
to  allow  the  Eden-Monaro  site  to  stand 
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for  itself.  That  district  has  held  its  own 
unaided  by  the  daily  press.  With  the 
exception  of  the  Adelaide  Advertiser^  and 
the  Launceston  Telegraph,  which  supports 
the  selection  of  a  national  site  at  Bombala, 
it  has  received  no  assistance  from  the  daily 
newspapers.  It  is  true  that  it  has  had  the 
powerful  support  of  the  Sydney  Bulletin. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — In  the  early  days  it  had  the 
support  of  the  Sydney  Morning  Herald. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— That  is 
so,  but  that  organ  has   since  withdrawn 
its    support.      No    doubt    the  advocacy 
of     its    claims    by    the    Bullefin  has 
been    of    great    assistance    to    it.  No 
matter  how  impartial  we  may  desire  to  be 
— no  matter  how  careful  we  may  be  in 
making  any  statement  in  regard  to  a  site 
which  we  favour — there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  in  regard  to  any  site  which  is  in  his 
own  electorate,  or  in  close  proximity  to  it, 
an  honorable  member  is  inclined  to  think 
what  he  hopes,  and  cannot  be  classed  as 
free  from  prejudice.      But   Hhe  great 
majority  of  honorable  members  representing 
other  States,  and  those  possessing  expert 
knowledge,  are  in  favour  of  Monaro,  and 
have  supported  it  ixota  the  first.  What 
i  s    the     position    t  aken     up     by  the 
Senate  ?      That    is    a    States*  rights 
House,    and    it   seems   to   me   that  it 
is    a    good    thing  that  we  have  such 
a  Chamber.     When  listening  to  the  debate 
«ni  this  question  one  would  be  inclined  to 
imagine  that  there  were  only  two  States 
to  be  considered.     Tasmania  is  rarely  men- 
tioned, unless  one  of  ,it5  representatives 
rises  to  protest  that  it  should  not  be  left 
out  of  consideration,  and  we  hear  very  little 
about  Queensland  in  the  course  of  these 
acrimonious  discussions.     The  whole  ques- 
tion seems  to  be  New  South  Wales  versus 
Victoria. 

Mr.  Fisher. — New  South  Wales  against 
New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.  —  Many 
men  would  imagine  from  the  debate  that 
there  was  no  Golden  Mile,  no  Coolgardie, 
no  great  State  of  Queensland,  and  no  State 
of  South  Australia  to  be  considered  by  ma 
in  making  a  selection,  and,  in  these  cir- 
aimstances,  it  is  well  that  we  have  a  States 
House.  One  is  prone  to  tSink  that  the 
members  of  another  place  should  be  more 
likelv  to  be  free  from  local  preiudices  than 
are  honorable  members  of  this  House,  who 
rome  into  ver\'  much  closer  contact  with 
those  directly  interested  in  the  various  sites, 
and  the  fact  that  the  Senate  has  fr<Mn  the 
lint  supported  the  selection  of  the  Monaro 


district  should  carry  some  weight.  The 
great  majority  of  honorable  mem- 
bers representing  other  States  also 
support  that  district,  and,  unlike 
the  honorable  member  for  Hume, 
the  honorable  member  for  Macquarie  and 
myself,/ they  cannot  be  accused  of  having 
an  ax^  to  grind.  This  should  be  an  indi- 
cation that  the  Monaro  district  has  much 
to  recommend  its  selection.  Another  point 
is  that  the  majority  of  honorable  members, 
who  have  inspected  the  various  sites,  are  in 
favour  of  the  Monaro  district,  although  I 
have  yet  to  learn  that  those  who  have  made 
a  personal  inspectitm  are  better  qualified  to 
determine  this  question  than  are  those  who 
have  not  done  so.  An  honorable  member 
may  say,  "  I  have  seen  such  and  such  a 
site,  and  I  think  that  it  should  be  selected," 
but,  after  all,  many  questions  associated 
with  the  selection  of  a  site  can  be  dealt 
with  only  bv  experts.  Experts  must  fur- 
nish us  with  information  which  they  are 
specially  qualified  to  give,  and  it  is  for  the 
clever  men  in  the  House  to  dissect  their 
reports,  to  analyze  them,  and  to  determine, 
on  the  information  before  them,  which  of 
the  sites  dealt  with  possesses,  in  the  most 
marked  degree,  the  main  essentials  for  a 
Federal  Capital.  It  is  for  this  reason  that 
I  do  not  lay  any  special  stress  on  the  fact 
that  the  majority  of  those  who  have  in- 
spected the  several  sites  suggested  are  in 
favour  of  the  Monaro  district.  An  import- 
ant point  in  favour  of  the  Monaro  district 
is  that  it  will  be  connected,  sooner  or  later, 
with  a  main  line  of  railway.  No  one  would 
be  so  foolish  as  to  suggest  that  the  Prime 
Minister  is  in  favour  of  the  expenditure  of 
an  enormous  sum  in  the  establishment  of 
a  bush  Capital.  No  one  would  ac- 
cuse him  of  proposing  to  imme- 
diately spend  millions  on  securing 
railway  communication  und  an  adequate 
water  supply  for  the  Capital ;  but  as  the 
citv  grows,  various  estimates  of  expenditure 
will  be  submitted  to  our  consideration,  and 
we  shall  gradually  provide  all  that  is  neces- 
sary. Dalgety  could  be  connected  with  the 
railway  system  of  New  South  Wales  at  a 
cost  not  exceeding  ;^roo,ooo.  while  Bom- 
bala could  be  connected  with  it  at  a  cost  of 
about  ;^20o,ooo;  for  many  years,  little 
or  no  expenditure  would  be  necessary 
in  order  to  secure  a  pure  water  sup- 
ply. Men  have  secured  a  supply  that 
would  be  sufl^cient  for  all  require- 
ments from  the  Snowv  River,  bv 
means  of  a  miners'  rare,  their  only  capital 
being  their  pl«ck^,g^d^  the 
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ground  to  which  they  have  carried  it 
We  have  the  evidence  of  the  Chief 
Victorian  Railway  Conunissbner  that 
a  line  will  have  to  be  constructed 
from  Bairnsdale  via  Orbost  for  State  pur- 
poses alone,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  Bombala  will  be  connected  by -and 
by  with  Eden.  If  the  Capital  be  estab- 
lished in  this  district,  those  who  travel  to 
it  oversea,  via  Eden,  will  have  a  chance 
to  enter  it  through  the  Federal  gate- 
way. That  is  a  very  important  factor. 
By' means  of  a  railway  it  will  have  its  own 
gateway  to  the  sea.  We  may  pooh-pooh 
the  suggestion  at  the  present  time  that  Uiere 
is  likely  to  be  any  trouble  between  the 
Commonwealth  and  the  State,  but  any  one 
who  has  given  this  question  serious  cc»i- 
sideration  must  recognise  that  there  is  a 
possibility  of  friction,  and  that  it  is  there- 
fore desirable  that  the  catchment  area  of 
our  water  supply  should  be  within  Federal 
territory,  and  that  there  should  be  an  en- 
trance to  the  Capital  from  two  States. 
Monaro  has  its  own  water-shed,  and  its 
^reat  expansibility  is  also  a  great  factor 
m  favour  of  its  selection.  In  the  Monaro 
district  we  have  a  State  in  itself — a  ter- 
ritory which  has  never  been  developed, 
but  is  capable  of  vast  improvement.  If 
we  select  this  district,  we  shall  hear  the 
school-bells  tingling  where  to-day  the  sheep 
bells  ring,  and  with  a  railway  bringing  a 
market  to  our  door,  we  shall  have  many 
happy  families  and  homes,  where  to-day 
there  are  but  a  few  boundary  riders*  huts. 
That  is  a  point  which  we  have  to  consider. 
We  must  have  a  good  climate,  a  reason- 
able water  supply,  and  the  opportunity  for 
great  development,  so  that  as  the  city 
^rows,  and  the  people  desire  more  room 
there  will  be  ample  scope  for  expan- 
sion. ■  With  these  essentials  the  Capital 
will  become  the  centre  of  a  great  population 
and  the  home  of  a  great  people.  We  should 
select  a  site  that  will  not  be  on  the  verge  of 
inferior  country.  We  do  rK>t  wish  to  select 
a  site  merely  because  it  is  a  beautiful  spot 
that  can  never  become  anything  more  than 
a  glorified  village.  The  climate  of  the 
Monaro  district  speaks  for  itself;  the  re- 
cords of  the  temperature  are  open  for  in- 
spection. It  has  been  said  thai  the  cold  is 
more  intense  in  Monaro  than  in  any  other 
part  of  New  South  Wales ;  but  it  has  a 
bracing  climate,  cold  frasts,  days  of  sun- 
fhine,  and  nights  of  brilliance  unknown  in 
foggy  regions  with  their  forbidding  deso- 
late chills.  There  is  no  damp  chilly  atmos- 
phere in  Monaro,  and  we  ought  to  hesitate 
Mr.  Austin  Ckafman. 


I  before  we  pass  by  such  a  district    I  would 
j  point  out  that  many  honorable  members 
I  visited  it  not  in  mid-summer  when  ever\- 
I  thing  is  beautiful,  but  during  the  cold^  : 
I  months  of  the  year,  when  they  could  not  see 
;  Monaro  at  its  best.      That  fact  should 
be  borne  in  mind  when  we  are  dealing  with 
1  this  question.    Should  we  not  ask  ourseh-es 
j  whether  the  Federal  Capital  is  not  likely 
I  to  develop  into  a  great  sanitorium  if  a  suit- 
I  able  site  be  selected  ?   Every  visitor  to  Aus- 
tralia will  journey  to  the  Federal  Capital  to 
see  what  it  is  like,  and  if  it  pcnsesses  a  brac- 
ing climate,  and  is  surrounded  by  beau- 
tiful   scenery,   magnificent  caves,  spark- 
ling waterfalls,    and    snow-capped  nwun- 
tain  ranges — if  it  be  a  district  in  which  to 
spend  a  pleasant  holiday — it  is  likely  to 
attract  a  large  population.    It  is  extremely 
probable  that  the  Parliament  will  meet  in 
the  summer  months,  so  that  honorable  mem- 
bers will  practically  go  for  a  change  of  air 
to  the  Federal  Capital.    H<MiorabIe  mem- 
bers who  are  in  good  health  are  likely  to  do  | 
much  better  work  in  a  district  where  the 
climate  is  good  and  the  air  is  bracing  than 
in  one  in  which  the  ^mosphere  is  as  humid 
I  as  is  that  of  many  of  the  big  cities  of  Aus- 
j  tralia.  The  fact  that  the  Monaro  district 
has  so  fine  a  climate  is  an  argument  in  fa- 
I  vour  of  its  selection.    Its  scenery  is  magni- 
ficent.   Some  of  the  finest  caves  in  Aus- 
tralia are  to  be  found  there ;  Kosciusko  is 
j  in  sight,   the  great  Snowy  River  flows 
through  the  territory,  and  the  snow-capped 
hills   are   to  be  seen   in   the  distance. 
The  allegation  as  to  extreme  weather  on  the 
Monaro  may  be  answered  in  noany  ways. 
The  other  day  I  wrote  addng  for  how  many 
days  the  schools  at  Dalgety  and  Berridale 
had  been  closed  on  account  of  bad  weather, 
because  I  regard  th^  as  a  very  good  test 
of  the  climate.    The  reply  I  received  shows 
that  the  school  at  Berridale,  which  is  a  lit- 
tle township  near  the  Snowy  River,  between 
Dalgety  and  Cooma,  had  never  been  closed 
one  day  on  this  account.    Dalgety  is  a  small 
hamlet,  to  which  children  have  to  come,  per- 
haps, five  or  six  miles,  and  on  wet  days 
,  some  no  doubt  are  kept  at  borne;    If  only 
■  two  or  three  children  attend,  school  may  be 
i  closed ;  but  I  find  that  during  the  past  four- 
I  teen  years  this  has  happened  only  on  two 
j  occasions.    Similar  facts  may  be  related  of 
j  Bombala.  where,  some  honorable  members 
assert,  the  climate  is  worse  than  in  other 
parts  of  the  Monaro.  I  thinkhonorablemem- 
I  l)ers  are  satisfied  that  the  Commission  would 
not,    without    foundation,   have  reported 
on  what   they  term  th^  "inexhaustible 
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forests "  of  the  Monaro;  and  there  is 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that  in  the  area  may 
be  found  some  of  the   finest  timber  in 
Australia.   That  report,  coupled  with  the 
fact  that  there  are  three  saw-mills  at  work 
at  the  present  time,  renders  quite  absurd  the 
statennent    that    there    is     no  timber. 
No  doubt  there  are  rolling  plains  without 
timber,  but  so  there  are  in  Queensland  and 
other  States,   and   I   have   yet   to  learn 
that  such  country  is  avoided  as  worthless. 
We  have  to  consider  how  products  and  mer- 
chandise can  be  conveyed  to  and  from  the 
Capital.      1     hope    that    the  Federal 
rity,  especially  when   water   power  can 
be    obtained,    will    become    a  great 
manufacturing   centre,    and,    that  being 
90,     the     cost     of     freight     must  be 
taken      into     account.      Other  things 
being    equal,    ought    we    to    select  a 
place  like  Lyndhurst,  which  would  mean 
a  tremendous  train  haulage  over  mountains, 
or  a  place  like  Tooma,  which  would  mean 
railway  carriage  of  400  or  500  miles?  Or, 
should  we  select  a  place  within  fifty  or 
sixty  miles  of  a  good  port?   Water  car- 
riage, as  we  all  know,  is  cheaper  than  rail- 
way carriage  everywhere. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — It  would  cost 
^^1,656,263  to  build  a  railway  from  Cooma 
to  the  port  of  Eden. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— At  any 
rate,  I  simply  put  this  suggestion  forward 
as  worthy  of  consideration.  I  am  not  en- 
deavouring to  ram  my  convictions  down  the 
throats  of  honorable  members.  I  am  not 
making  bald  statements ;  I  am  merely  put- 
ing  forward  facts  which  may  have  been 
overlooked.  By  spending  milli<»i5,  Lynd- 
hurst could  no  doubt  be  provided 
with  that  water  on  which  I  lay  so 
much  Mress.  In  Western  Australia,  the  dry, 
arid  country  around  Kalgoorlie  reminded 
me  very  much  of  Lyndhurst;  and  yet  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan,  when 
Premier  of  that  State,  conveyed  water  over 
a  distance  greater  tjian  that  between  the 
Snowy  River  and  the  site  which  the  hraior- 
able  member  for  Macquarie  advocates. 
Therefore,  if  Lyndhurst  were  selected,  the 
matter  of  a  water  supply  might  be  an  ob- 
jection, though  not  a  fatal  one.  A  water 
supply  can  be  obtained  from  the  Snowy 
River  by  the  expenditure  of  millions, 
though  such  an  expenditure  cannot,  of 
course,  create  good  country,  and  it  would 
be  very  difficult  to  justify  the  cost. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards.— Would  the  heights 
permit  the  flow? 


Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  hardly 
think  the  heights  would;  at  any  rate,  the 
expenditure  of  money  would  provide  a  water 
supply.  The  Eden-Monaro  site  would  be 
close  to  our  own  sea-gate ;  and  as  to  the 
statement  that  Twofold  Bay  would  not  make 
a  good  harbor,  I  should  like  to  read  the 
following  quotations  from  Mr.  Oliver's  re- 
port, to  which  I  have  previously  referred : — 

Dropping  the  part  of  critic  with  pleasure  fcr 
a  more  coogeniaf  rdle,  I  may,  perhaps,  be  per- 
mitted to  point  out  that,  without  surrendering 
just  claims  to  favorable  consideration  in  respect 
of  features  such  as  climate,  fertility  of  soil,  and 
building  materials,  Southern  Monaro  holds  an  ex- 
ceptional, and,  indeed,  an  unique  position  in  re- 
spect  of — 

1.  A  Federal  harbor  in  Twofold  Bay.  This 
means  access  by  sea  for  passengers  and  goods 
from  all  States  of  the  Australian  Union  by  the 
Commo-iwealth's  own  port.  At  a  cost,  now  cal. 
ciliated  by  the  Hydrographic  Officer  of  the  Piiblic 
Works  Department  at  ;£i50,ooo,  for  a  break- 
water half-a-mile  in  length,  and  two  jetties  to 
cost  ;^30,ooo  each,  this  harbor  will  be  as  secure 
an  anchorage  as  Port  Jackson.  In  the  future  it 
will  be  capable  of  being  an  effective  naval  base. 

2.  Federal  railways  from  the  port  of  Twofold 
Bay  to  the  CapiUl.  and  from  the  Capital  to 
Cooma.  These  would  be  Federally  owned  and 
worked,  and  thus  all  friction  with  State-owned 
railways  would  be  avoided. 

In  the  same  report  Mr.  Halligan,  New 
South  Wales  Government  Hydrographer^ 
writes  as  follows:  — 

In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from 
the  principal  Engineer  for  Harbors  and  Rivers, 
in  response  to  a  request  from  you  that  an  officer 
shoula  be'  sent  to  Eden  to  report  on  various  mat- 
ters coQceming  the  establishment  of  a  Federal 
port  at  Twofold  Bay,  I  beg  to  report  having 
visited  Edea  on  the  aand  ultimo,  and  returned  to 
Sydney  on  the  4th  inst. 

Durmg  this  lime  I  made  a  careful  examina- 
tion of  Twofold  Bay  and  the  surroundmg  dis- 
trict,  to  enable  me  to  express  opinion— 

1st.  As  to  the  necessity  for  improving  the 
existing  harbor  accommodation  i 

2od.  The  best  position  for  a  breakwater  (if 
necessary) ; 

3rd.  The  quality  and  amount  of  stone  avail- 
able for  harbor  works  and  town  build- 
ings. Sec.  ; 

4th.  The  disposition,  lengths,  and  sizes  of 

wharfs,  docks,  &c. ; 
5th.  The  best  position  of  a  town,  having  re- 
regard  to  drainage,  water  supply,  &c. ; 
6th.  The  quality   and   amount  of  timber, 
clay,  &c.,  available  for  buildings;  and 
7th.  The  best  means  of  supplying  tiie  new 
town  with  water. 
It  is  difiicult  to  understand  how  the  existing 
township  of  Eden  came  to  be  placed  in  its  pre- 
sent position.    Weecoon  Bay,  or  Snug  Cove,  is 
shallow  and  small,  and  is  not  protected  from  the 
south-east   gales,   or   the   prevailing   south  and 
south-west  winds ;  the  access  to  the  wharf  from 
the  town  is  bad,  and  must  remain  so ;  the  ma- 
jority of  the  houses  in  the  hufn  are  uposed  to 
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every  wind  that  blows,  aod  the  steepness  of  the 
{ground  makes  the  site  about  the  worst  that  could 
be  choiien  for  a  town.  The  difficulty,  if  not  the 
impossibility,  of  finding  a  suitable  site  for  ft 
railway  station,  is  also  a  serious  objection  to  the 
adoption  of  Eden  as  the  site  of  a  future  town. 
A  much  more  favorable  site  exists  at  the  south 
e:ist  comer  of  the  bay,  known  as  East  Boyd. 
'J'his  part  of  Twofold  Day  is  sheltered  from  all 
but  the  nortb<e33t  winds,  which  do  not  raise  the 
same  amount  of  sea  as  a  southerly  or  south-east 
vind  of  equal  strength,  for  reasons  which  it  is 
not,  perhaps,  necessary  to  state  here.  My  own 
observations  go  to  prove  that,  with  a  light  south- 
cast  swell  coming  into  Twofold  Bay,  there  was 
much  less  r^mge  at  East  Boyd  than  at  the  wharf 
iit  Eden,  and  the  pilot  and  others  informed  me 
that  this  was  the  case  in  all  weathers,  except,  of 
course,  when  a  "black  north-easter"  was  blow- 
ing. 

On  account  of  the  sudden  alteration  in  the 
trend  of  the  coast  at  Gabo  Island,  the  north- 
trast  winds  which  prevail  on  the  coast  of  New 
South  Wales  during  the  summer  months,  are 
changed  to  S.S.K.,  south,  and  S.S.W.  winds  on 
the  Victorian  coast,  and  the  small  strip  of  coast 
between  Gabo  and  Twofold  Bay  is  a  neutral 
j-one,  in  which  the  north-east  winds  do  not  blow 
with  the  same  regularity  as  they  do  further 
north.  Still  there  are  times  when  thev  attain 
consider.ibic  strength,  and  in  order  to  a)Tord  pro- 
tection from  them,  and  to  deflect  the  south-east 
swell,  I  propose  to  run  a  breakwater  in  the  posi- 
tion shown  by  blue  lines  on  the  attached  helio. 
lis  length  need  not  exceed  3,640  feet  (i  mile), 
and  nt  the  outer  end  there  is  g  fathoms  of 
water.  With  a  breakwater  15  feet  wide  on  top, 
and  16  above  high  water,  with  inner  slope 
li  to  I,  and  outer  slope  i;l  to  i,  the  cost  would 
be  ;^i5o,ooo,  and  it  would  insure  protection  in  alt 
we.Lthers  over  an  area  of  '8  of  a  wjuare  mile 
with  a  depth  of  over  4  fathoms.  This  area 
could  be  increased,  if  necessary,  by  the  construc- 
tion of  training  walls,  and  by  dredging,  as 
shown  by  blue  lines  on  helio,  to      square  miles. 

He  goes  on  to  show  how  this  tremendous 
area  might  be  increased.  He  deals  with 
the  timber  supply  for  engineering  purposes, 
and  shows  that  there  are  great  forests  in 
the  immediate  licinity.  fiut  I  am  dealing 
particularly  with  the  bay,  and  with  the 
benefits  that  must  accrue  to  the  Federal 
Capital  if  built  in  the  proximity  of  a  great 
harbor.  Sooner  or  later  these  break- 
waters must  be  constructed,  and  the  harbor 
will  be  made  perfectly  safe.  It  must  be- 
come a  great  naval  base.  Being  situated 
Imlf  way  between  Melbourne  and  Svdnev, 
it  will  have  to  be  fortified  at  some  time. 
Are  there  not  great  inducements  for  us  to 
fix  the  Capital  at  a  place  like  that?  No 
doubt  the  construction  of  a  railway  would  be 
costly.  It  might  even  unnunt  to  ^8,000  or 
^^lo.ooo  a  mile.  But  sooner  or  later  that 
line  will  have  to  be  built  We  do  not 
expect  all  these  things  to  be  done  at  once. 
It  is  idle  to  suppose  that  the  whole  of  the 
cost  of  erecting  the  Federal  Capital  will 
Mr.  Austin  Chafman. 


be  saddled  upon  the  early  years  of  Fede- 
ration.    I  look  at  this  matter  from  seve- 
ral stand-points.      Naturally,  as  a  New 
South  Wales  member,  I  pay  great  atten- 
tion to  it  from  the  stand-point  of  the  in- 
terest of  that  State.     New  South  Wales 
is  anxious  to  have  the  questitm  settled 
How  can  we  best  arrive  at  a  settlement? 
The  honorable  member  for  Perth  told  the 
Committee  that  he  intended  to  change  his 
vote  from  Monaro  to  Tooma,  because  he 
knew  that  that  would  mean  delay.  Per- 
haps there  will   be  some  delay,  but  not 
much.     We  certainly  want  further  infor- 
mation before  we  can  think  of  choosing  the 
Tooma  site.     The  honorable  member  for 
Wentworth  showed  from  the  estimate  from 
which  he  quoted  that  the  railway  to  Tooma 
on  the  Victorian  side  alone  would  cost  at 
least  ;£50o,ooo.  On  the  New  South  Wales 
side  there  is  a  great  distance  to  cover,  and 
it  is  doubtful   whether  it  is  practicable 
to  connect  the  site  with  Sydney  unless 
we  c<xne  down  to  Germanton  and  make 
such  a  wide  detour  as  would  be  absurd. 
We  have  to  consider  what  inducement  the 
Conunonwealth  has  to  oflfer  to  New  South 
Wales  to  build  that  railway  to  the  border. 
There  is  a  feeling  that  a  great  injustice 
will    be    done    to    New    South  Wales 
if  Tooma  is  selected.      There  will  un- 
doubtedly be  great  turmoil  and  trouble 
about  it.      There  will  also  be  great  dis- 
satisfaction if  there  is  protracted  delay. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  know  Ihat.Lynd- 
hurst  is  not  likely  to  be  accepted  by'  the 
Senate,  which  has  an  equal  right  with  this 
House  to  express  its  opinion  with  regard  to 
the  selection  of  the  Capital.     It  certainly 
would  be  a  very  difficult  matter,  indeed^  lb 
induce  the  Senate  to  come  round  to  that 
way  of  thinking.      But  if  we  select  the 
Monaro  site,  there  will  be  no  delay  what- 
ever.     Ueautiful  as  the  Upper  Murray 
site  may  be,  and  eligible  as  it  may  be,  it's 
selection  is  likely  to  cause  not  only  months, 
but  years,  of  delay.      It  will  stir  up  all 
the  old  provincial  feeling  in  New  South 
Wales.      We  have  had  full  information 
with  regard  to  only  three  districts,  those  of 
Lyndhurst,    Tumut.    and    Monaro.  Of 
those  three   only   two  are   now   in  thp 
running.     Tumut   is   dead,    so    far  as 
this   House  is  concerned.     Of  the  two 
districts  which  are  left,  and  about  which 
we  have   full    information,    the  Monaro 
is  the  only  one  the  selection  of  which 
wouIH  lead  to  an  immediate  settlement  of 
the  o.uestion.     I  do  not  wish  to  delay  the 
Committee    longer.     I    thank  honorable 
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members  for  having  listened  to  me  so  pa- 
tiently.     I  do  not  very  often  take  up  their 
time,  and  the  importance  of  the  question 
must  be  my  excuse  for  having  occupied 
more  time  than  I  intended.      I  have  not 
tried  to  decry  other  sites.     I  have  simply 
pointed  to  hard  facts.    I  have  been  asked 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Hume  which 
site  I   intend  to  vote  for.     I  presume 
that  he  has  asked  that  questi(xi  to  try  to 
put    me    in    an    awkward    corner  with 
regard    to     my    constituents.      I  have 
no    hesitation    in    giving    an  answer. 
T  do  not  admire  the  spirit  that  prompts 
the  question,  but  I  will  reply  frankly  and 
honestly.       I  believe  that  Bombala  is  the 
best  site,  though  it  will  cost  more  money  to 
bring  the  Snowy  River  water  there  than  to 
Dalgety  by  gravitation.    But  sufficient  water 
can  be  brought  from  the  Delegate  River 
by  going  higher  up  for  the  o^take.  I 
recognise  that  the  best  land  is  around  Bom- 
bala.     I  am  a  great  believer  in  territory. 
We  want  a  large  territon-.  We  cannot  think 
of  putting  the  unearned  increment  into  the 
pockets  of  a  few  private  land-holders.  I 
have  told  the  land-holders  in  my  electorate 
that  they  will  not  get  a  pound  more  than 
they  are  entitled  to  out  of  the  Common- 
wealth Government  if  I  can  help  it.  If 
we  were  going  into  this  matter  as  a  private 
speculator,  should  we  not  take  a  large  area 
so  as  to  secure  the  unearned  increment? 
Why  should  we  not  get  some  recompense 
for  the  money  which  we  have  to  spend? 
I  have  yet  to  learn  that  those  who  are  in 
favour  of   the   Commonwealth   taking  a 
small  area  have  the  support  of  the  people 
of  New  South  Wales.     I  am  prepared  to 
fight  that  battle  in  any  electorate  in  the 
State.     When  the  question  is  put  to  the 
people,  "  Are  you  prepared  to  put  the  un- 
earned increment  into  the  pockets  of  the 
land-holders  or  into  the  coffers  of  the  Com- 
monwealth?"  there  can  be  but  one  answer. 
CcHisequently  I  have  no  fear  as  regards 
the  proposal  put  forward  by  the  present 
Government.      I  hope  that  whenever  the 
selection  is  made,  the  Government  will 
see  that   the   area   required   is  sufficient 
to  enable   us   to   recompense  ourselves, 
and  in  time  to  get  back  more  than  the 
establishment   of   the  Capital  will  cost — 
sufficient,  in  fact,  to  provide  a  source  of 
cwisiderable  income  to  the  Commonwealth. 
I  have  said  that  I  believe  Bombala  to  be 
the  better  of  the  two  sites  mentioned  in 
the  Monaro  district.  Although  I  hold  that 
the  selection  of  the  Actual  site  is  a  matter 
wKich  must  be  left  to  experts,  I   am  in 


favour  generally  of  taking  the  territory 
defined  by  the  Senate,  with  the  exception 
that  I  think  there  is  no  necessity  to  go 
right  into  Pambula,  and  the  rich  country 
where  the  settlements  are.  They  might  be 
avoided  by  skirting  the  mountain  range,  and 
then  striking  down  to  the  coast.  W^e  might 
also  go  a  little  further  west  to  take  in  the 
full  catchment  area  of  the  snow  country, 
which  is  of  very  little  value.  If  that 
were  done,  we  should  have  a  reasonable 
area  of  5,000  or  6,000  square  miles,  on 
which  there  is  very  little  settlement  at  the 
'  present  time,  which  is  of  very  little  value 
to  New  South  Wales,  and  from  which 
that  State  is  now  obtaining  very  little  re- 
venue. Settlers  are  paving  a  few  pounds 
a  year  for  areas  of  20,000  acres  in  what 
is  called  the  "  snow  country,"  which  would 
be  valuable  as  a  part  of  the  catchment 
area,  if  required  for  the  Federal  Capital. 
The  real  reason  why  there  is  so  very  little 
settlement  in  the  district  is  the  want  of  rail- 
way communication.  I  recently  drove  about 
thirty-five  miles  from  Bombala  to  Bungar- 
bay,  and  passed  through  two  or  three  houses 
on  big  stations.  They  said  to  me  that 
the  town  was  quiet,  and  I  replied  that 
I  wondered  it  was  not  dead.  Until  people 
are  given  an  opportunity  of  getting  access 
to  these  lands,  we  cannot  expect  to  have 
settlement  in  the  district. 

Mr.  Spence. — The  Senate  did  not  re- 
commend that  we  should  take  over  the 
whole  of  the  area  to  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  referred. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN— They  have 
recommended  that  we  should  take  over  a 
great  portion  of  it.  I  have  carefully  ana- 
lyzed the  votes  likely  to  be  recorded.  I  am 
satisfied  that  a  majority  of  honorable  mem- 
bers will  vote  for  Dalgety  rather  than  for 
Bombala.  I  think  we  should  select  the  dis- 
trict, and  leave  the  exact  site  for  experts  to 
decide;  but  I  am  prepared  to  bow  to  num- 
bers. I  am  not  prepared  to  prejudice  the  inte- 
rests of  my  district  because  a  majority  of 
honorable  members  are  not  of  my  opinion. 
I  still  maintain,  howe\'er,  that  we  should  take 
a  fairly  large  territory,  and  allow  experts 
to  select  the  actual  site  of  the  Federal  city 
after  close  investigation.  That  is  the  only 
wav  in  which  we  can  arrive  at  a  proper  con- 
clusion. Above  all  things  I  hope  that  we 
shall  now  arrive  at  some  conclusion 
which  will  settle  this  question.  Hon- 
orable members  must  give  and  take,  and 
agree  to  compromise  in  this  matter.  If 
they  cannot  get  their  first  choice,  thwr  must 
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fall  back  upon  their  second.  I  repeat  that 
I  regret  that  we  are  about  to  take  a  vote 
in  such  a  way  that  a  district  favoured  by 
only  a  minority  of  honorable  members  may 
score  a  win.  I  would  again  urge,  if  it 
were  possible,  that  Mr.  Speaker  and  two 
other  honorable  members  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  look  carefully  into  some  scheme 
M-hich  would  result  in  the  pitting  of  one 
district  against  another,  so  that  the  site  fa- 
voured by  an  absolute  majority  might  win. 
Strongly  as  I  hold  that  the  Monaro 
sites  are  the  best,  I  have  no  desire 
to  win  by  any  unfair  tactics,  or  un- 
less there  is  a  majority  of  the  Federal 
Parliament  in  favour  of  one  of  those 
sites.  I  say  that  we  should  gravely  con- 
sider the  Bill  as  it  has  come  down  to  us 
from  another  place,  embodying  practically 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  men  who  come 
not  only  from  New  South  Wales  or  Victoria, 
but  also  from  the  great  State  of  Queensland, 
from  Tasmania,  Western  Australia,  and 
South  Australia,  men  who  have  no  per- 
sonal interest  to  serve,  and  who  cannot  be 
biased  to  the  extent  that  honorable  mem- 
bers of  this  Committee  may  be  biased  in 
thinking  what  they  hope.  I  trust  that  we 
shall  now  select  the  site  of  the  Federal 
city,  and  select  it  in  the  best  place  in  Aus- 
tralia for  the  purpose.  I  hope  that  in  a  very 
short  period  of  time  we  shall  be  enabled  to 
get  there,  and  that  we  shall  start,  as  I 
understand  the  Government  propose,  in 
a  very  small  way,  so  that  the  Parliament 
House,  public  buildings,  parks»  streets, 
roads,  and  water  supply  will  grow  gradu- 
ally with  the  requirements  and  necessities 
of  the  place.  Let  us  establish  the  city  in 
a  good  spot,  I  say,  in  Southern  Monaro, 
and  if  we  do  I  am  satisfied  that  future  gene- 
rations will  recognise  that  we  have  decided 
upon  the  best  spot  in  Australia  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  one  of  which  we  can  always  be 
proud. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume).— More 
in  explanation  than  anything  else,  I  desire  to 
say  a  few  words  bearing  upon  the  long  speech 
just  delivered  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Eden-Monaro,  in  which  the  honorable  gentle- 
man has  scattered  about  a  great  many  state- 
ments. The  honorable  gentleman  has  said 
that  I  made  an  attack  upon  the  late  Mr. 
Oliver.  He  told  me  beforehand,  privately, 
that  he  intended  to  make  those  remarks, 
and  I  told  him  that  such  a  statement  was 
not  true  or  fair,  because  what  I  said  last 
nij^ht,  in  reference  to  the  late  Mr.  Oliver, 
was  but  a  repetition  of  what  I  said  last 


session.  All  I  said  was  that  I  regrette< 
that  Mr.  Oliver  had  issued  his  seamd  re 
port,  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  petu 
lant  criticism  upon  the  report  of  the  Com 
mission. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. — De  mortuis  ni 
nisi  boHum. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  not 
intention  to  say  anything  ill,  but 
have  no  desire  that  what  I  have  salt 
should  be  wrongly  interpreted.  I  als( 
said  I  did  not  think  that  the  late  Mi 
Oliver  would  have  written  the  second  re 
port  had  he  at  the  time  enjoyed  the  robus 
health  which  I  knew  him  to  possess  for  thi 
greater  part  of  the  time  during  which  I  wa 
acquainted  with  him.  The  general  com 
ment  at  the  time  was  that  it  was  rathe 
a  scolding  report.  I  thought  that  the  lat 
Mr.  Oliver  had  been  very  unwise  in  writin] 
it,  and  that  is  what  I  said  last  night, 
made  no  attack  upon  that  gentleman,  when 
I  held  in  the  highest  respect.  I  shouh 
not  have  selected  him  to  make  the  firs 
investigatitMi  of  the  sites  suggested  for  thi 
Federal  Capital  if  I  had  not  had  a  ver; 
high  opinion  of  him.  In  regard  to  the  othe 
statement  made  by  the  honorable  membe 
for  Eden-M(xiaro  that  I  bad  accused  tb 
late  Mr.  Oliver  of  having  made  mistakes 
what  I  said  was  that  he  had  not  gone  t( 
the  heads  of  Departments  to  obtain  the  bes 
officers  to  assist  him.  I  said  that  he  ha* 
taken  certain  officers  who,  I  was  told  by  th 
heads  of  the  Departments,  were  not  thi 
best  for  the  purpose,  and  in  consequenci 
of  his  not  having  secured  the  assistance  o: 
the  best  officers,  rerammendations  were  madi 
to  him  which  caused  him  to  fall  into  error.  I 
do  not  think  that  one  word  which  I  utteret 
can  be  construed  into  an  attack  upon  thi 
late  Mr.  Oliver,  whom  I  knew  for  twenty 
five  years,  and  whom  I  held  in  the  highes 
esteem  until  the  day  of  his  death.  Bu 
in  issuing  his  second  report  he  mad) 
a  mistake;  I  regretted  it  at  the  time, 
said  so  last  night,  and  I  say  so  again  now 
There  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that,  so  fa 
as  his  lights  went,  and  on  the  informatioi 
placed  before  him,  the  first  report  sub 
mitted  by  the  late  Mr.  Oliver  was  a  rer} 
able  document.  I  wish  now  merely  to  deni 
the  accusation  that  I  made  any  attack  up(» 
him,  as  I  should  not  think  of  doing  any 
thing  of  the  kind. 

ifr.  KENNEDY  (Moira).— I  have  on 
remark  to  make  with  reference  to  th 
criticism  passed  by  the  honorable  membe 
for  Eden-Monaro  up(»i  my  speech.  Tb 
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first  statement  was  that  the  country  in  and 
around  Dalgety  was  forest  country.  '  In 
the  course  of  my  remarks  I  quoted  from 
th^  Commissioners'  report,  which,  I  said, 
confirmed  my  own  observation — which  con- 
firmed my  personal  obser\-ation  of  twenty 
years  ago.  I  will  repeat  the  quotation 
which  I  made  fnxn  the  Commissioners'  re- 
port in  regard  to  the  situaticm  of  the  Dal-  | 
gety  site —  ; 

The  greater  part  of  the  area  consists  of  undu- 
lating treeless  conntry,  of  similar  character  to 
much  of  the  Monaro  plains.  .  .  .  The  ap- 
pearance of  the  site,  which,  even  on  the  river 
banks,  is  almost  entirely  destitute  of  timber,  does 
not  suggest  the  idea  that  parks  and  gardens  will 
fiourifh. 

With  zegard  to  the  productiveness  of  the 
soil,  I  would  again  quote  the  Commission- 
ers— 

Some  witnesses  thought  that  the  district  within 
a  radius  of  fifty  miles  of  the  site  could  produce 
all  the  foodstuffs  necessary  for  a  city  01  50,000 
inhabitants,  but  others  were  of  opinion  that  a 
wider  area  would  have  to  be  drawn  on,  at  least 
during  the  winter  monthsi  in  which  view  we  are 
disposed  to  concur. 

Those  passages  of  the  report  bear  out  the 
ooDvicticm  which  I  bold  as  the  result  of 
personal  knowledge  of  this  granite  country. 
The  honorable  member  for  Eden-Monaro 
said  that  my  statement  that  horses  have  to 
be  hand-fed  there  is  absurd;  but  I  repeat 
it  as  absolutely  true  in  every  particular. 
No  sane  stockholder  in  Monaro  to-day  would 
buy  stock  bred  in  the  Riverina  distnct,  and 
attempt  to  keep  it  in  the  Monaro  country 
all  through  the  year.  It  is  true  that  stock, 
and  particularly  young  stock,  are,  in  sum- 
mer time,  taken  from  the  Riverina  district 
and  western  New  South  Wales  to  the  hill 
country;  but  no  sane  man  in  the  Monaro 
country  would  buy  Riverina  stock  to  fatten 
there. 

Mr.  Brown. — No  Riverina  man  would 
leave  his  stock  on  the  Monaro  country  all 
the  year  round. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— No.  I  also  stated 
that,  in  November,  I  took  horses  bred  in 
Riverina  to  the  Monaro  country,  and  that, 
in  order  to  keep  them  in  condition,  I  had 
to  hand-feed  them.  I  believe  that  that 
would  be  the  experience  of  any  man  taking 
horses  from  Riverina  to  Monaro  at  any 
time  of  the  year,  except  in  the  middle  of 
summer,  which  means  practically  in  the 
months  of  January  and  February. 

Mr.  G.  B,  Edwasds. — ^Where  was  the 
animal  bred  upon  which  "the  man  from 
Snowy  River  "  rode  ? 


Mr.  KENN£DY.~It  is  too  late  to  go 
into  that  question  now,  but  I  think  that  I 
am  justified  in  showing  that  my  statements, 
which  have  been  challenged,  relate  what  are 
purely  hard  facts. 

Mr.  Spence. — Do  not  the  sheep  get  foot- 
rot  up  there? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Na  So  far  as  I  am 
aware,  there  is  very  little  foot-rot  in  that 
count  r}'. 

Mr.  BROWN  (Canobolas).— I  under- 
stand that  there  are  still  several  honorable 
members  who  wish  to  speak,  and  I  have 
also  something  to  say  uptm  this  very  im- 
portant question,  so  that  I  think  that  the 
Minister  of  Home  Affairs  would  do  well  to 
grant  an  adjounmient 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH  (Macquarie).— I 
support  the  honorable  member's  request  for 
an  adjournment  I  know  that  he  is  pre- 
pared with  a  lot  of  valuable  information 
which  will  be  of  interest  to  honorable  mem- 
bers, and  will  show  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Eden-Monaro  must  have  taken  up 
the  wrong  report  when  he  submitted  certain 
figures  to  this  Committee.  The  honorable 
member  for  Edoi-Monaro,  however,  had  (lie 
manliness  to  say  for  which  site  he  will 
vote,  whereas  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume  seeks  to  induce  other  honorable  mem- 
bers to  vote  for  the  southern  district,  and 
when  they  have  done  so  they  will  find  that 
he  has  simply  used  them  to  obtain  sup- 
port, not  for  the  Tooma  site,  but  for  the 
site  to  which  he  previously  owed  allegiance. 
The  Committee  will  also  receive  some  in- 
formation regarding  some  interesting 
speeches  made  by  him  on  former  occasions 
when  this  matter  was  under  discussion.  I 
shall  not  detain  honorable  members  further 
than  is  necessary  to  show  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Eden-Monaro  misled  the 
Committee  by  stating  that  the  capital  cost 
of  the  additional  water  supply  at  Lyndhurst 
would  be  about  ;^2, 000.000. 

Mr.  Fisher. — He  said  that  if  the  work- 
ing expenses  were  capitalized  it  would 
amount  to  that. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— He  made  that 
explanation  only  after  his  first  statement 
was  questioned.  I  have  shoAvn  that  Mr. 
Wade's  figures  are  practically  the  same  as 
those  of  Mr.  Pridham.  To  supply  50,000 
people,  the  Lyndhurst  gravitation  scheme 
would  cost  about  _;^427.ooo.  and  the  Bom- 
bala  pumping  scheme  ;£6i  7 ,000.  The 
capital  cost  of  the  scheme  reported  on  by 
Mr,  Wade  is  only  about  ;^6oo,ooo,  instead 
of  ;^2,ooo,ooo,  as  the  honorable  member 
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for  Eden-Monaro  stated.  It  must  be  re- 
membered that  the  people  to  whom  the 
water  is  supplied  will  pay  for  it,  iust  as 

the  inhabitants  of  Sydney  and  Melbourne 
pay  for  their  water.  If  a  man  were  think- 
ing of  going  into  a  business  the  working  ex- 
penses of  which  were  /^lOjOoo  a  year,  while 
the  return  was  expected  to  be  ;^2o,ooo 
a  year,  he  would  not  capitalize  the 
former  in  order  to  ascertain  ,  what 
the  speculation  would  cost  him. 
I  shall  not  detain  the  Committee  any  fur- 
ther, but  shall  leave  the  honorable  membei 
for  Canobolas  to  deal  with  the  honorable 
member  for  Eden-Monaro. 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS  (South  Sydney). 
— The  honorable  member  for  Eden-Mon- 
aro, in  his  eloquent  advocacy  of  the  site 
which  he  favours,  has  passed  strictures  on 
a  number  of  honorable  members,  and  has 
referred  to  the  few  ranarks  whidh  I  made 
with  regard  to  Twofold  Bay  as  quite  ab- 
surd and  extravagant.  My  ccmtention  was 
that  Twofold  Bay  is  not  a  port  in  the 
sense  in  which  the  honorable  member  re- 
fers to  it.  The  soundings  on  the  chart 
show  clearly  that  there  is  only  a  narrow 
channel  through  the  Bay,  and  that  an 
enormous  expenditure  would  be  required 
to  make  anything  like  a  port.  Three- 
quarters  of  a  century  ago  a  well-known 
man,  named  Ben  Boyd,  wrecked  the  whole 
of  his  fortune  and  those  of  many  of  his 
friends  in  his  efforts  to  make  Twofold  Bay 
a  rival  to  Sydney.  All  his  efforts  resulted 
in  lamentable  failure.  When  I  recently 
paid  a  visit  to  Twofold  Bay  I  made  a 
sporting  offer  for  a  billiard  table  which 
had  been  set  up  by  Ben  Boyd  in  the  ex- 
pectation that  Twofold  Bay  would  become 
an  important  shipping  centre.  It  can 
however,  never  be  anything  of  the  kind. 
The  honorable  member  for  Eden-Monaro 
has  pinned  his  faith  to  Dalgety,  and  he 
was  not  called  upon  to  go  out  of  his  way 
to  make  statements  with  regard  to  Bom- 
bala,  which  cannot  be  substantiated.  Tt  is 
an  effort  to  get  the  credit  of  his  opinion 
respecting  Bombala  and  the  credit  of  his 
vote  for  Dalgety. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — Twofold  Bay  is 
now  called  "Boyd's  folly." 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS.— Exactly.  It 
is  a  historic  fact  that  Twofold  Bay  stands 
condemned  as  a  port,  and  that  nothing 
rould  be  made  of  it  except  by  the  expendi- 
ture of  a  very  much  larger  sum  than  the 
Commonwealth  will  ever  be  prepared  to 
devote  to  sudi  an  undertaking. 


Mr.  BATCH  ELOR  (Boothby— Minister 
of  Home  Affairs).— I  would  direct  the  at- 
tention of  honorable  members  to  the  fact 

that  we  have  been  debating  the  Federal 
Capital  sites  for  five  days,  and  that  we 
have  been  occupied  for  thirty  hours  in  the 
present  discussion.  Whilst  the  Govern- 
ment desire  to  give  every  opportunity  for 
full  and  free  discussion,  we  must  bring 
the  session  to  a  close  at  some  time  or  other, 
and  it  will  be  necessary  to  conclude  the  de- 
bate before  our  labours  for  the  session  are 
ended.  I  would,  therefore,  ask  honor- 
able members  to  assist  the  Government  in 
closing  the  debate  if  possible  to-morrow. 
If  we  can  do  this,  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  ask  honorable  members 
to  attend  on  Friday,  and  then  we 
could  take  a  vote  without  further  discus- 
sion on  Tuesday  next.  I  would  ask  hon- 
orable members  to  assist  the  Govemmexit 
in  keeping  a  House  to-morrow  in  order  to 
bring  the  discussion  to  an  end. 
Progress  reported. 

House  adjourned  at  11. 16  p.m. 


^ouse  of  £\rpresriitatibesL 

Thursday,  4.  August,  1904. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.30  p.m., 
and  read  prayers. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  presented  a  petition  from 
the  Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union 
of  Australasia,  praying  the  Hotise  to  pro- 
hibit the  introduction,  sale,  and  manufac- 
ture of  intoxicating  liquors  in  British  New 
Guinea. 

Petition  received  and  read. 

Mr.  CARPENTER  presented  a  similar 
petition  from  the  Women's  Christian  Tem- 
perance Union  of  Western  Australia. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  presented  a  similar 
petition  from  the  Women's  Christian  Tem- 
perance Union  of  Queensland. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS  presented  a  similar 
petition  frcnn  the  Women's  Christian  Tem- 
perance Union  of  Tasmania. 

Petitions  received. 

VICTORIAN  LETTER-CARRIERS. 
Mr.  MAUGER  asked  the  Treasurer,  upon 
notice — 

t.  Is  it  a  fact  that  the  letter-carriers  of  Vic- 
toria were  paid  a  lalary  at  the  Rtte  of 
per  anauiii  tor  the  month  eading  31st  of  July  ? 
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2.  Are  they  not  entitled  to  receive  a  salary  at 
the  rate  of  ;^i5o  per  annum,  equivalent  to  £\a 
los.  per  month—in  accordance  with  the  decision 
of  the  High  Court  of  Australia  in  the  action  of 
Bond  V.  The  King,  which  provided  payment  of  a 
certain  salary  in  accordance  with  State  legisia- 
tion,  and  which  was  deemed  by  the  Court  to  be 
a  right  and  privilege  in  accordance  with  the  Con- 
atitution  Act  ? 

3.  If  not,  what  are  the  reasons? 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  following  replies 
have  been  furnished  by  the  Public  Service 
Cfflnmissioner : — 

I.  A  number  of  the  letter-carriers  were  paid  at 
the  rate  named. 

a  and  ^.  No ;  pending  the  adoption  of  the  re. 
classificatMD  scheme,  these  officers  have  been  paid 
for  July  at  the  rate  of  £132  per  annum  only, 
which  was  the  maximum  rate  allowed  under  the 
Victorian  State  regulations.  The  balance  due  at 
the  rate  fixed  by  the  new  classification  will  be 
paid  when  the  Appropriation  Act  has  been 
passed. 

MEDICINE  CHESTS:  PORT  DARWIN 
TELEGRAPH  LINE. 

Sir  LAXGDON  BONYTHON  asked  the 
Postmaster- Genera  I,  upon  notice — 

1.  Are  medicine  chests  supplied  to  the  outlying 
stations  00  the  Port  Darwin  telegraph  line,  as 
was  the  case  when  the  line  was  under  the  control 
of  the  South  Australian  Government  ? 

2.  If  not,  why  were  they  withdrawn? 

Mr.  MAHON.— The  answer  to  the  hon- 
orable member's  questions  is  as  follows: — 
Yes,  except  at  Port  Darwin  and  Pine  Creek, 
where  medical  services  can  be  obtained. 

NAVY  AND  ARMY  RATIONS. 

Mr.  CROUCH  asked  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter, upon  notice— 

I.  What  amounts  do  the  Government  pay  for 
rations  daily  per  bead  in — 

{a)  The  Navy,  at  Port  Melbourne. 

[b)  The  R.A.A.,  at  Queenscliff. 

[c)  The  R.A.A.,  at  Melbourne. 

[d)  The  Lady  Loch  steamer. 
ie)  The  V.P.E.,  at  Queenscliff? 

a.  What  allowances  are  made  to  men  living 
away  from  their  quarters,  in  lieu  of  rations  in 
each  case? 

3.  Has  the  ration  allowance  of  the  V.P.E.  been 
recently  reduced  from  is.  to  9d.  daily,  and,  if 
so,  why? 

Mr.  WATSON'.— The  answers  to  the  hon- 
orable member's  questions  are  as  follow: — 

I.  (a)  ia-8d. 
(6)  8>6d. 
{<)  Qjd- 

{4)  The  State  Government,  it  is  understood, 
pavs  IS.  ofd. 

te)  S-6d. 
a.  ia)  IS.  id. 

(*)  9d- 
(f)  gd. 

(d)  no  allowance,  it  is  stated,  is  made  in 

lien  of  rations. 
Wgd. 


3.  Yes,  the  rate  for  the  last  financial  year  was 
IS.  per  diem,  but  for  the  year  1904-5,  it  is  gd. 

Ia  accordance  with  the  regulations,  and  with 
the  practice  fox  years  post,  the  rate  of  com- 
muted allowance  in  lieu  of  rations  is  determined 
by  the  contract  price  of  rations;  and  such  con- 
tract price  for  the  year  1904-5  is  8-6d. 

BOULDER  CITY  LETTERS. 
Mr.    FRAZER   asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  upon  notice — 

I.  Whether  letters  addressed  to  residents  of 
Boulder  City  and  its  immediate  neighbourhood 
(and  dcspatcned  from  the  Eastern  States  for  con- 
veyance by  coastal  steamers)  are  forwarded  to 
Kalgoorlie  instead  of  being  sent  direct  to 
Boulder,  thereby  causing  considerable  delay  in 
the  distribution  of  letters? 

a.  If  so,  will  the  practice  be  immediately 
stopped  ? 

Mr.  MAHON. — The  answer  to  the  hon- 
orable member's  questions  is  as  follows: — 

The  Postmaster-General  is  not  in  possession  of 
any  information  respecting  the  matter  referred 
to,  but  inquiry  is  being  made  with  a  Ttcw  to 
obviate  any  unnecessary  delay  in  the  transmission 
of  correspondence  addressed  to  Boulder  City. 

TARIFF  RE-ADJUSTMENT. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK  (Bourke).— I  move— 
That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  existing 
Customs  Tariff  is  unscientific  in  its  operation  and 
mischievous  in  its  effects;  and  that,  with  a  special 
view  to  the  promotion  of  the  agricultural  and 
manufacturing  industries  and  the  more  settled 
employment  of  all  classes  of  workers,  a  re-ad- 

i'ustment  of  its  incidence  on  some  of  its  leading 
ines  is  highly  desirable. 

In  submitting  the  motion  to  the  considera- 
tion of  honorable  members,  I  desire,  in  the 
first  place,  to  draw  attention  to  the  declara- 
tion which  it  contains  as  to  the  unscientific 
and  mischievous  character  of  the  Austra- 
lian Tariff.  That  declaration  I  propose  to 
prove  by  the  submission  of  e\'idence  which 
I  trust  will  convince  the  most  reacting, 
while  I  shall,  at  the  same  time,  point  the 
way  to  corroborative  facts  which  earnest 
inquirers  may  easily  discover  for  themselves. 
But  before  doing  so,  I  wish,  for  a  moment 
or  two,  to  recall  some  of  the  most  note- 
worthy circumstances  under  which  the  first 
Tariff  was  framed.  When  the  members  of 
the  first  Federal  Parliament  assembled, 
most  of  us  were  unknown  to  each  other.  We 
had  each  been  used  to  the  particular  busi- 
ness methods  of  the  State  from  which  -we 
came,  and  were  inclined  to  regard  with 
more  or  less  suspicion  those  adopted  by 
the  other  States,  while  mutual  concession 
was  almost  entirely  absent.  Some  honor- 
able members  repre-sented  a  State  which 
had  practically  no  Customs  Tariff,  others 
represented  States  whose  Customs  duties 
were  said  to  be  very  low,  while  the  Tariff 
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of  the  State  a  constituency  of  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  represent  was  declared 
to  be  a  high  Tariff.  Thus  we  had  a 
House  oxnposed  of  free-traders,  re- 
venue-tariffistSi  and  protectionists,  each  and 
all  jealous  of  the  other,  and  each 
striving  to  impress  upcHi  the  Tariff  their 
particular  views.  The  result  has  been  what 
might  have  been  expected,  namely,  dissatis- 
faction to  every  one  concerned.  We 
had  free-traders  asking  for  revenue 
only.  Then  there  were  farmers'  representa- 
tives who  were  quite  content  that  duties  of 
60,  70,  or  80  per  cent,  should  be  imposed 
upon  the  products  from  their  districts, 
whilst  they  were  willing  to  give  the  manu- 
facturers of  the  implements  used  by  their 
constituents  the  benefit  of  only  10  or  12^ 
per  cent,  duties.  We  had  labour  represen- 
tatives who  advocated  a  White  Australia 
policy,  and  objected  to  the  introduction  of 
contract  labour,  but  who  were  at  the  same 
time  quite  prepared  to  agree  to,  and,  indeed, 
helped  to  bring  about,  conditions  which  per- 
mitted of  the  introduction  of  the  products 
of  black  labour  and  sweated  workmen. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  think  I  am 
correct  in  saying  that  the  Tariff  ultimately 
became  a  tlking  of  shreds  and  patches, 
which  no  one  was  willing  to  father,  or  dis- 
posed to  speak  of  with  anything  like  pride. 
The  effect  of  whittling  away  what  little 
protection  we  had  by  the  combined  opera- 
tions of  the  labour  free-traders  on  the  one 
side,  and  of  the  ardent  free-traders  on  the 
other,  who  forgot,  if  they  ever  sought  to 
keep,  the  compact,  "  revenue  without  de- 
struction," has  been  to  bring  about  a  most 
tmsatisfactory  addition  of  affairs.  The 
farmers'  representatives,  who  thought  that 
they  would  help  their  constituents  by  im- 
posing high  duties  upon  the  products  grown 
in  their  district,  whilst  cutting  down 
the  duties  upon  the  implements  they 
used,  have  succeeded  only  in 
injuring  the  home  market.  The  advo- 
cates of  a  White  Australia,  who  were  op- 
posed to  the  introduction  of  contract 
labour,  have  failed  to  provide  work  for 
those  whose  interests  they  sought  to  ad- 
vance, because,  as  I  think  I  shall  prove, 
the  result  of  their  policy  has  been  to  pro- 
vide additional  employment  for  Japanese, 
Javanese,  and  other  foreigners,  whom  we 
should  least  desire  to  support.  The  motion 
affirms  that  the  Tariff  is  unscientific  in  its 
operation.  I  say  that  advisedly,  because 
when  the  Tariff  was  under  consideration, 
we  did  several  things  which,  in  my  judg- 
Mr.  Hume  Cock. 


ment,  tended  to  make  it  unscientific-  Foi 
instance,  we  attempted  to  levy  duties  in 
accordance  with  the  ultimate  use  to  which 
imports  were  to  be  put.     An  article  which 
might  be  used  as  a  medicine  was  admitted 
free  of  duty;  whereas,  if  it  could  also  be 
used  as  a  food,  one  rate  of  duty  was  im- 
posed, and,  if  it  could  be  used  commer- 
cially, a  different  rate  was  levied.  The 
duties  were  not  fixed  according  to  the  es- 
sential character  of  the  articles,  but  in  the 
manner  described,  and  the  result  has  been 
chaos.     Then  we  imposed  duties  upon  raw 
material,  as  well  as  upon  finished  products. 
If  the  duties  had  been  placed  upon  raw  ma- 
terials sudi  as  could  be  produced  here,  our 
acticHi  might  have  been  justified,  but  in 
many  instances  imposts  were  levied  upcm 
raw  material  which  had  to  be  obtained 
from  abroad.  By  also  imposing  duties  upon 
the  finished  articles,  we  plac»3  our  manu- 
facturers at  a  double  disadvantage.  In  that 
way,  also,  we  helped  to  make  the  Tariff  un- 
scientific. Then,  again,  we  levied  what  might 
be  termed  sentimental  duties;  and  I  might 
mention,  as  an  instance,  the  action  taken 
in  regard  to  spirits.       Some  honorable 
members  thought  that  it  did  not  matter  very 
much  whether  we  imported  the  spirits  we 
used,  or  produced   them   locally.  The 
industry    was    one    in    which    no  one 
todc  any   great   pride,   and  moreover  it 
was  pointed  out  that  swne  of  the  persons 
engaged  in  it  were  making  large  fortunes 
at  the  expense  of  the  consumers.   We  whit- 
tled away  the  protection  that  had  pre- 
viously been  enjoyed  by  the  distillers,  with 
the  result  that  their  business  has  been 
most  detrimentally  affected.    If  we  had 
reduced  (the  consumption  of  intoxicants, 
improved  the  moral  tone  of  the  people, 
provided'  further  employment  for  our  own 
citizens,  or  dieapened  the  artk:le  to  the 
consumer,   the  action  taken  might  have 
been    justified.      But    no    good  result 
has   followed,    whilst   the   industry  has 
been    practically    ruined,    and    a  num- 
ber of  men  have  been  thrown  out  of 
employment,    the    business    of  making 
spirits  for  our  own  consumption  has  gone 
by  the  board,  and  nearly  all  we  use  are 
imported.    As  a  further  instance  of  the 
unscientific  character  of  the  Tariff,  I  would 
point  to  the  very  large  nimiber  of  decisions 
which    have    been    given    by  various 
Ministers  in  connexion  with  its  adminis 
tration  from  its  iix:eption  up  to  a  few 
weeks    ago.     These   decisions    run  into 
hundreds,     and     even     thousands.  Jn 
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such     a   small     matter    as     bags,  in 
regard     to     which     almost     any  one 
would  think  the  administration  would  be 
vtry  simple,  no  less  than  sixty  decisions 
have  been  given;  in  respect  to  bicycles, 
eighty ;    and    in   connexion   with  drugs, 
with  which  I  admit  it  would  probably  be 
a  little  more  diilicult  to  deal,  150  deci- 
sions.     In    the    case    of    oils,  nearly 
2C30  decisions  have  been  recorded,  and  so 
on  ad  infin/ium.   As  a  matter  of  fact,  three 
Ministers  have  registered  over  2,000  sepa- 
rate decisions  in  connexion  with  the  Tariff, 
and  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  deduce  any 
stronger  proof  of  its  unscientific  charac- 
ter.   Of  these  decisions,  many  are  in  cot- 
flict.  uid  help  to  aggravate  the  troubles  of 
our  merchants,  and  the  worries  of  the  ship- 
ping clerks.    We  were  told  that  the  Tariff 
was  so  simple  that  anyone  could  under- 
stand it.  w^hereas  it  has  required  the  com- 
bined efforts  of  three  Ministers  to  make  it 
plain. 

Mr.  FuixER. — Does  not  that  show  the 
absurdity  of  the  whole  business^ 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— Yes,  that  is  what 
I  am  endeavouring  to  demonstrate.    I  have 
also  affirmed  that  the  Tariff  is  mischievous 
in  its  operation,  and  I  propose  to  prove  that 
assertion  in  two  ways.    I  shall  not  weary 
honorable  members  -with  any  more  figures 
than  are  necessary,  but  I  desire  to  direct 
attention  to  the  facts  cormected  with  six  or 
seven  cases  in  whidi  industries  have  been 
injuriously  affected  by  the  Tariff.    One  firm, 
engaged  in  making  axles,  which  in  1899  em- 
ployed sixteen  men,  now  has  only  five 
hands  in  its  factory.    That,  I  admit,  is  a 
very  small  industry,  but  still  the  reduction 
has  been  very  large  comparatively.  An- 
other firm  which  manufactures  springs  for 
vehicles  had  fif^  men  employed  in  1899, 
as  rompared  with  only  sixteen  at  present. 
Then,  again,  a  firm  which  makes  machinery 
connected  with  the  leather  trade,  had  sixty 
nien  employed,  as   contrasted  with  only 
twenty  to-day.    I  have  already  referred  to 
the  distilling  business.  Messrs.  Joshua  Bro- 
thers have  published  some  figures  which 
show  that  prior  to  the  introduction  of  the 
Tariff  they  employed  seventy-two  hands,  to 
whom  they  paid  ;^8,ooo  per  annum  in 
wages;  whereas  to-day  they  can  find  work 
for  only  twenty-seven  hands,  who  receive  in 
j£3>5oo       annum.     The  Geelong 
tanners  have  issued  a  circular  in  which 
they  state  that  in  1899  they  employed  500 
hands. 


Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order;  will  the 
honorable  member  take  his  seat.  It  is  ne- 
cessary for  me  to  again  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  numerous  conversations  are  pro- 
ceeding in  various  parts  of  the  chamber, 
and  consequently  it  is  difficult  for  the  honor- 
able  member  to  proceed.  I  would  ask 
honorable  members  to  discontinue  conver- 
sing aloud  or  to  continue  their  conversations 
elsewhere. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— I  repeat  that  in 
1899  the  Geelong  tanners  employed  some 
500  men,  whereas  to-day  they  employ  only 
sixty.  They  formerly  paid  wages  at  the 
rate  of  ;^40,ooo  a  year ;  they  now  pay  at 
the  rate  of  ^^5,000.  Similarly  in  1899  the 
Austral  Otis  Company,  which  is  referred  to 
in  the  newspapers  this  morning,  employed 
600  men,  whereas  at  present  it  employs  only 
about  100.  That  company  previously  dis- 
bursed ;£75>ooo  a  year  in  wages;  it  now 
pays  only  -/Tzi.ooo.  These  are  a  few  in- 
stances which  illustrate  the  influ»ice  which 
the  Tariff  has  exercised  upcm  certain  indus- 
tries, which,  I  admltf  have  been  affected  to 
a  greater  extent  than  have  any  others. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — How  is  it  that 
in  Sydney  the  iron  industry  is  poorly  em- 
ployed notwithstanding  that  the  duties  were 
increased  ? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— There  are  very 
good  reasOTs,  I  presume,  for  that,  and  be- 
fore I  ccKicIude  my  remarks  I  will  show 
why  industries  might  have  been  expected  to 
do  a  little  less  business  this  year  than  they 
would  do  at  other  periods.  I  prefer,  how- 
ever, to  put  my  argument  in  my  own  way. 
I  find  also  that  there  has  been  a  reduction 
in  the  number  of  hands  employed  and  the 
amount  of  wages  paid  in  a  number  of  other 
industries.  For  example,  in  the  brush  and 
broom  trade,  the  furniture  trade,  rope  and 
twine  factories,  and  clothing  factories — in- 
deed, in  almost  every  industry  affected  by 
the  Tariff — I  learn  from  official  figures  that 
the  number  of  workmen  employed  .has  de- 
creased, with  a  consequent  shrinkage  in  the 
amount  of  wages  paid.  As  a  typical 
instance  of  Avhat  may  happen  under  the 
Tariff,  I  propose  to  cite  some  figures  in 
connexion  with  the  leather  trade.  If 
there  is  any  industry  which  is  natural  to 
Australia,  I  think  it  is  that  connected  with 
leather — the  tanning  trade.  But  what  is 
its  present  position?  As  the  result  of  the 
unscientific  and  mischievous  Tariff  at  pre- 
sent operating,  the  leather  business  of  Aus- 
tralia has  very  considerably  decreased.  In 
Victoria  alone,  between  the  years  1899  and 
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1903,  the  value  of  tanned  leather  exported 
has  decreased  bv  j£i70,956.  That  in 
itsiilf  is  an  enormous  decrease,  and  largely 
accounts  for  the  figures  which  have  been 
put  forward  by  the  Geelong  tanners,  who 
say  that,  whereas  they  formerly  employed 
500  men,  they  now  employ  only  100. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards.  —  How  can  the 
operation  of  the  Tariff  affect  exports? 

.Mr.  HUME  COOK.— The  duty  upon 
leather  has  been  reduced,  with  the  result 
that,  instead  of  tanning  the  leather  locally, 
Victoria  is  exporting  the  raw  hides.  A 
return  which  was  presented  to  this  House, 
at  the  instance  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corio,  goes  to  show  that  whilst 
the  tanned  leather  business  has  declined, 
the  export  of  the  raw  material  from  this 
country  has  increased.  For  instance,  in 
1901,  143,961  hides  were  exported  from 
Victoria,  and  687,970  skins,  valued  at 
;£83i,93i.  In  1903,  the  number  of  hides 
exported  had  increased  to  430,066,  the 
number  of  skins  to  1,123,256,  and  their 
value  had  increased  to  553,3221  a  dif- 
ference in  two  years  of  ;£72i,39i. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards.  —  Most  of  those 
skins  were  taken  from  starving  stock. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— I  admit  that  a 
very  large  number  of  them  had  to  be  taken 
off  stock,  because  they  were  starved 
to  death,  but  that  is  no  reason  why 
the  skins  should  not  have  been  tan- 
ned in  this  country ,  instead  of  being 
exported  to  undergo  that  process.  In 
connexion  with  the  iron  and  steel  industry, 
too,  I  leam  that  imports  are  increasing  to  a 
very  large  extent.  Unfortunately,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  obtain  the  official  figives 
for  1903,  and,  therefore,  I  cannot  make  the 
comparison  which  I  desired  to  institute- 
Honorable  members,  however,  are  aware 
that  the  imports  of  iron  and  steel  goods 
into  Australia,  represent,  roughlv  speak- 
ing, a  value  of  ^7.000,000  annuaTlv.  The 
value  of  the  imports  of  metals  and  machin- 
ery^— the  finished  articles — is  increasing 
very  rapidly,  owing  to  the  fact  that  firms 
like  the  Austral  Otis  Company,  and  other 
great  engineering  establishments,  are  not 
now  manufacturing  the  goods  which  they 
formerly  manufactured.  But  the  most  sig- 
nificant circumstance  in  connexion  with  the 
whole  position  is  the  rapid  decrease  of  our 
population  since  the  present  Tariff  came  into 
operation.  This  remark  applies  more  par- 
ticularlv  tn  Victoria.  Up  till  the  time 
when  the  Tariff  was  impo.sed,  it  is  true  that 
Victoria  had  been  losing  population.  That 


fact  was  largely  due  to  disasters  of  variou 
kinds  which  this  State  had  experienced,  ii 
the  shape  of  drought,  the  land  boom,  ani 
the  banking  crisis.  But,  prior  to  the  im 
position  of  the  Federal  Tariff,  Victori; 
had  been  steadily  overcoming  these  dis 
asters,  with  the  result  that,  in  1899,  ih 
loss  (if  population,  which  had  been  graclu 
ally  diminishing,  was  less  than  it  had  bet-i 
for  some  time  previously.  Immediatcrl 
following  the  imposition  of  the  Federa 
Tariff,  however,  the  loss  of  population  W 
gan  to  increase,  and  in  1901 — according  ti 
the  figures  supplied  by  the  Governmen 
Statist  of  this  State — the  emigration  los 
was  1,428,  of  which  number  1,100  wer 
adults.  In  1902,  that  loss  had  increasa 
to  13,716,  including  11,864  adults.  Ii 
the  following  year  it  had  still  further  in 
creased  to  16,570,  of  which  the  adulii 
numbered  12,885. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Do  those  figures  re 
late  to  Victoria  alone? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— Yes.  Betweei 
1901  and  1903  the  loss  by  emigration  in 
creased  frcxn  1,438  to  16^70,  whilst  th 
total  loss  for  the  two  Tariff  years,  1903-3 
runs  into  30,286  persons,  of  whom  24,74 
were  adults !  The  bulk  of  these  peopl 
have  gone  to  New  Zealand  and  Soul! 
Africa.  During  1901,  the  immigrati*^ 
increase  for  the  whole  of  Australia  wa 
9,492,  in  1902  it  was  only  3,094.  In  190, 
our  population  decreased  by  6,69; 
of  which  number  6,000  were  adult- 
Probably  my  statements  will  be  met  witl 
the  objection  that  there  has  been  an  increasi 
of  population  in  Australia.  That  is  quit 
I  true,  but  it  is  acrounted  for  by  the  circum 
stance  that  the  births  have  been  greater  thai 
the  deaths,  and  also  greater  than  the  loss  b 
emigration.  To  increase  the  populatioi 
by  the  addition  of  infants  only  is  v«.-r 
poor  satisfaction  for  the  loss  of  grown-U] 
persons.  If  this  kind  of  thing  continue 
indefinitely,  the  population  of  Australi: 
will  consist  mainly  of  women  and  babit-s 
The  males  will  all  have  gone  elsewher-' 
I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood,  theri: 
fore,  that  I  am  dealing  only  with  ihos 
coming  to  or  leaving  this  Continent,  an( 
not  with  the  population  figures  as  ; 
whole.  In  the  case  of  Victoria, 
have  shown  that  the  loss  of  population  sinn 
the  Tariff  came  into  operation  has  berunii 
exceedingly  serious,  whilst  in  the  case  o 
Australia,  during  1903.  there  was  an  artu.i 
loss  of  6,000  adults.  This  sort  <»' 
thing  must  be  attributable  to  some  cause.  I 
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it     is   not  attributable  to  the   fact  that 
>>ve    are    not    now    employing    our  own 
I^t^ple    to   do    our    own    work,   I  am 
unable    to   assign    any   reason    for  it. 
I     think   that   under  these  circumstances 
I    have  fairly  well  succeeded  in  proving 
that  the  Commonwealth  Tariff  has  been 
mischievous  in  its  effects,  and  is  unscien- 
tific in  its  operation.    But  further  justifi- 
cation— if  it  were  necessary — for  the  open- 
in^^  up  of  this  question  at  the  present  time, 
arises  from  the  fact  that  those  who  are  pro- 
claiming most  loudly  the  necessity  for  fiscal 
peace,  are  those  who  are  not  prepared  to 
accept  it. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Did  not  the  honorable 
members  party  go  to  the  country  on  the 
cry  of  fiscal  peace? 

:Mr.  HUME  COOK.— When  we  went  to 
the  electors  some  eight  months  ago,  we 
asked  for  four  things.  We  asked  for 
fiscal  peace  and  preferential  trade,  which 
\%  not  the  same  policy  as  fiscal  peace  alorte. 
Then  we  asked  for  a  bonus  on  iron  and 
other  potential  Australian  products,  and 
for  the  continuance  in  existence  of  the 
ihen  protectionist  Ministry.  We  have  not 
any  one  of  those  four  things  to-day. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — There  is  another  thing 
which  the  honorable  meqiber  wants,  and 
that  is  loyalty  to  his  leader. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— So  far  as  fiscal 
peace  was  concerned,  we  were  prepared 
to  abide  by  it  if  we  secured  preferential 
trade,  the  effect  of  which  would  have  been 
10  help  us  in  the  line  which  I  am  now  ad- 
vocating. Preferential  trade  would  not 
have  involved  a  re-opening  of  the  whole 
Tariff  any  more  than  giving  effect  to  my 
motion  would  involve  a  general  re-opening 
of  it.  My  motion  merely  seeks  a  re-opening 
of  the  Tariff  with  regard  to  those  lines 
nf  industry  which  are  affected  most 
detrimentally,  and  in  connexion  with  which 
men  are  losing  employment,  and  capitalists 
are  being  driven  ou*-  of  industries.  As  I  have 
just  said,  however,  those  men  who  speak 
so  loudly  of  fiscal  peace  are  not  themselves 
prepared  to  observe  it,  and  in  fact  are  not 
observing  it.  Those  who  won  the  battle 
have  a  right,  I  think,  to  do  as  they  please 
afterwards  with  regard  to  the  re-opening 
of  the  question. 

Honorable  Meicbers. — Oh  ! 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— Would  honorable  \ 
members  say  that  after  the  South  African 
war  Great  Britain  was  to  be  dictated  to  by 
the  Boers  as  to  the  terms  of  the  occupation. 
We  won  the  battle  at  the  last  elections,  and 
6  R 


now  we  propose  to  dictate  the  terms  of  the 
peace.  Moreover,  however  much  we  knew 
about  the  Tariff  eight  months  ago,  we  know 
more  about  it  now,  and  whatever  were  the 
circumstances  connected  with  finance  and 
trade  at  that  time,  we  know  that  the  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  them  to-day  war- 
rant us  in  re-opening  the  question  in  the 
way  I  have  suggested. 

Mr.  WiLKS.— The  Tariff  was  the  work  of 
the  honorable  member's  own  party. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— It  was  not  our  own 
work.  On  the  contrary,  the  symmetry  of 
tiie  Tariff  was  entirely  spoilt  by  a  certain 
party  of  which  the  honorable  member  who 
interjects  was  one.  As  I  have  said,  those 
who  now  wish  us  to  observe  a  fiscal  truce 
make  that  request  in  order  that  they  may 
play  their  own  particular  game.  What  that 
is  may  be  readily  gathered  from  a  state- 
ment i  now  propose  to  quote.  I  have  here 
an  article  from  the  Argus  newspaper,  pub- 
lished on  the  29th  June  last — I  am  not  quite 
sure  as  to  the  date;  it  can  be  verified — 
which  reports  an  inten-iew  with  the  honor- 
able member  for  Lang.  The  article  pro- 
ceeds as  follows : — 

Excellent  organizing  work  was  done  by  the  New 
South  Wales  Free-trade  Party  at  the  last  Fedeial 
elections.  A  coacise  outline  of  the  movemeot  was 
afforded  in  a  recent  chat  with  Mr.  W.  E.  John- 
son, a  member  of  the  Federal  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  Lang,  an  electorate  which  covers 
a  number  of  Sydney  suburbs.  Mr.  Johnson  and 
Mr.  Sydney  Smith,  M's.H.R.,  were  joint  organiz- 
ing secretaries  of  the  movement. 

^fr.  Johnson  then  gives  a  detailed  account 
of  the  work  of  the  Free-trade  Party  at  the 
last  Federal  election;  and  this  significant 
statement  is  added — 

"  We  are  preparing  now,"  Mr.  Johnson  con- 
tinued, "a  new  Constitution,  with  a  view  to 
thorough  organization  of  the  electorates  and  sus- 
tained effort." 

We  hope  in  this  way  to  form  a  permanent  fight- 
ing force,  which  may  be  used  with  effect  when 
election  day  comes  round. 

If  honorable  members  read  between  the 
lines,  as  I  think  I  can  do.  the  desire  of 
the  free-trade  section  of  this  House,  and 
of  this  community,  is  to  lull  the  protec- 
tionists to  sleep  while  they  themselves  keep 
up  their  organization,  so  that  at  the  next 
election  they  may  win  every  seat  they  pos- 
sibly ran,  and  in  that  way  get  an  advantage 
which  they  would  not  secure  if  the 
protectionists  were  alert.  I  will  go 
further,  and  say,  emphatically,  that  they 
are  promulgating  their  views  all  over  Aus- 
tralia, and  that  those  who  are  asking  for 
fiscal  peace  are  asking  for  fit-  fpr^tbfk  own 
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political  ends,  in  order  that  they  may 
organize  to  our  disadvantage.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  need  touch  at  any  greater 
length  cm  that  particular  head.  I  person- 
ally am  satisfied,  whatever  other  honorable 
members  mav  be,  that  no  matter  what  the 
free-traders  in  this  country  may  say,  what 
they  propose  to  do  is  quite  another  thing. 
Under  these  circumstances,  we  also  propose 
to  do  something.  We  propose  to  do  that 
which  we  think  will  be  in  the  l)est  interests 
of  the  people  of  this  country,  and  will  do 
most  to  promote  industry  and  to  develop 
the  natural  resources  of  Australia.  I  now  de- 
sire to  draw  the  attention  of  honorable  mem- 
bers to  the  next  portion  of  my  motion — that 
which  has  regard  to  the  promotion  of  the 
agricultural  and  manufacturing  industries  of 
Australia.  I  know  of  nothing  that  is  looked 
upon  as  being  more  important  in  this  House 
and  outside  of  it  than  the  promotion  of  the 
agricultural  and  landed  interests  of  Aus- 
tralia. But,  whilst  that  is  so,  those  who 
urge  the  promotion  of  those  particular  in- 
dustries take  divergent  views.  Some  sug- 
gestions have  been  put  forwar<l  as  to  what 
should  be  done  to  improve  the  condition  of 
the  farmers  and  settlers  generally.  In  this 
House  we  have  proposals  for  the  insertion 
oi  special  provisions  in  the  mail  contracts 
as  to  the  carriage  of  frozen  produce,  fruit, 
and  commodities  of  that  kind.  We  have 
had  discussions  as  to  the  necessity  for  pro- 
viding schemes  of  water  amsorvation  and 
irrigation.  We  have  had  an  exceedingly 
good  and  wise  proposal  for  the  establish- 
ment of  an  Agricultural  Bureau.  Some 
other  suggestions,  which  I  tin  not  for  the 
moment  recollect,  have  also  bt*en  put  for- 
ward. Outside  the  House  we  are  told  that 
the  proper  thing  to  do  is  to  provide  cheap 
land,  and  plenty  of  it,  together  with  easy 
terms  for  the  acquisition  of  it ;  that  there 
should  be  narrow-gauge  railways  to  open  up 
the  back  country  for  the  benefit  of  those 
who  wish  to  take  up  land ;  and,  above  all 
things,  that  there  should  he.  low  railway 
frei[;hts  and  bonuses.  The  Argus  news- 
paper, and  other  journals,  are  now  begin- 
ning (o  say  that  the  proper  thing  for  the 
farmers  to  do  is  to  form  co-oporative  socie- 
ties, and  by  means  of  ro-oi>t'ration  to  gain 
concessions  from  the  shipping  companies 
which  they  cannot  obtain  oflnTwisc.  The 
farmers  are  also  urged  to  establish  special 
agencies  in  London  and  elsewhere — 
mostly  out  of  Australia— f(ir  the  ad- 
vantageous selling  of  their  produce. 
All  these  things  are  in  their  way  good 
dir.  Hume  Coeh. 


enough;  but  I  think  that  some  of 
essential  first  steps  have  been  missed 
those  who  make  these  proposals,  and  I 
tend  to  give  my  views  in  respect  to  that  m 
ter  at  a  later  stage.  In  the  meantime, 
me  say  that  those  who  think  that  h 
settlement  is  the  beginning  and  end 
all  progress  in  Australia  make  a  serii 
mistake.  Land  settlement  is  not,  and  c 
not  be,  the  cure-all.  No  country  v 
ever  gfeat  which  depended  wholly  a 
solely  on  agriculture ;  no  country  I 
ever  yet  become  a  world  power  without  c 
veloping  manufactures  and  providing 
versified  occupations  for  its  people.  1 
rise  of  the  German  Empire  may  be  s; 
to  date  fiom  the  time  when  the  policy  v 
adopted  of  importing  from  Great  Bnt^ 
p3mpetent  "workmen  in  various  lines 
industry  to  teach  the  German  artisans.  A 
Japan,  a  little  while  ago,  followed  < 
example  set  by  Germany,  and  import 
British  and  American  workmen  with  t 
same  object  in  view.  The  rise  of  Jap 
dates  from  the  time  when  she  commenc 
to  adopt  western  methods  and  ideas,  i 
merely  in  regard  to  cirilization  gener.n! 
but  also  in  regard  to  the  arts  and  mar 
factures.  Primary  production  must, 
course,  play  a  large  part  in  the  develc 
ment  of  a  country  such  as  Australia, 
it  must  of  every  country  where  there  a 
huge  areas  of  land.  But  uiv^ess  we  a1 
do  something  to  promote  manufactun 
we  shall  find,  as,  indeed,  we  have  alrea 
begun  to  find,  that  we  cannot  ma 
that  material  and  substantial  progrt 
which  we  should  under  other  circu 
stances.  We  are  told  that  if  we  pi 
mote  agriculture  manufactures  will  fi 
low ;  and  I  only  wish  that  that  were  trt 
We  have  promoted  agriculture  and  f 
settlement  of  people  in  Victoria  for  y\ 
and  years ;  and  I  have  before  me  a  tat 
of  figures  which  show  that  every-  year  1 
ten  years  past,  and  foi  long  before,  i 
number  of  persons  going  on  the  land  ti 
been  steadily  increasing.  For  the  peri 
1894-8  there  were  6,985  approved  app 
cints  who  took  up  869.130  acres  in  Vi 
toria  under  the  residence  section  of  l| 
Land  Act;  between  1899  and  1903. 
applicants  took  up  4,825,877  acres:  in  tl 
year  1902-3  there  was  a  still  further  i 
crease.  According  to  the  census  retumi ' 
the  Goverrmient  Statist  of  Victoria,  it  \ 
pears  that  in  1891  there  were  in  that  Stj 
85- '38  persons  engaged  in  producing  fn 
the  soil,  and  in  connexion  with  the  land 
interests;  and  in  igor^at  number  had) 
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creased  to  95,920.  It  will  be  seen,  there- 
fore, that  a  great  deal  has  been  done,  and, 
to  a  large  extent,  successfully,  to  promote 
land  settlement  in  Victoria.  Very  much 
the  same  conditions  apply  to  Australia  as  a 
whole.  In  the  year  1899,  531,580  acres 
were  granted  in  Australia,  and  those  figures 
bad  in  1902  increased  to  1,184,618. 

Mr.  Fuller. — What  has  this  to  do  with 
the  Tariff?  The  same  Tariff  has  not  hitherto 
prevailed  all  Over  Australia. 

Mr-  HUME  COOK.— I  am  talking  at 
present  of  land  settlement,  and,  if  the  hon- 
orable member  will  allow  me  to  proceed  in 
my  own  way,  I  shall  show  how  my  argu- 
ments affect  the  Tariff.  There  are  those 
who  say  that  the  only  way  to  make  Australia 
prosperous  is  to  have  land  settlement; 
and  I  am  showing  that  people  have  been 
encouraged  to  go  on  the  land  and  engage  in 
primar)'  production.  ■  I  am  going  to  show 
that,  in  spite  of  those  efforts,  we  have  not 
helped  the  people  of  the  country  to  the  ex- 
tent we  might  have  done. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Surely  the  honwable 
member  does  not  say  that  the  rate  of  land 
settlement  is  adequate? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— I  would  not  say 
that,  because  there  is  no  dout^  that  the 
rate  of  land  settlement  might  be  greater 
than  it  is.  Land  settlement  cannot  be 
greater  than  at  present,  but  will  certainly 
be  less  in  future  if  we  do  nothing  to  provide 
home  markets,  instead  of  as  at  present  com- 
pelling producers  to  export  a  large  pro- 
portion of  their  produce,  and  dispose  of  it 
at  the  world's  price. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards.  —  Increased  land 
settlement  and  decreased  population,  after 
thirty-five  years  of  protection  I 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.  —  The  argument, 
that  increased  land  settlement  brings  in  its 
train  increased  manufactures,  is  not  sub- 
stantiated. I  have  already  proved  that 
manufactures  under  the  Commonwealth 
Tariff  have  decreased  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  agricultural  settlement  has  increased. 
The  increase  of  land  settlement  does  not 
require  any  proof,  because  the  fact  can 
easily  be  seen ;  but  I  should  like  now  to 
show  that  manufactures,  so  far  from  having 
increased,  have  decreased.  According  to 
the  Go\'emment  Statist  of  Victoria,  there 
vere  in  that  State  168,534  industrial 
workers  in  1891,  whereas  in  1901  there  were 
wily  146,233,  showing  a  decrease  of 
22,301  in  the  ten  years,  I  do  not  contend 
that  these  figures  are  particularly  convinc- 
ing, seeing  that  they  cover  a  period  only 
6r2 


part  of  which  is  affected  by  the  presrat 
Tariff.  But  if  we  take  another  view, 
namely,  that  of  the  number  of  persons  en- 
gaged in  the  factories  during  the  operation 
of  the  present  Tariff,  we  find  that  there 
has  been  a  decrease,  and  that  the  Statist's 
figures  are  but  an  indication  of  what  has 
been  taking  place  generally.  Mr.  Harri- 
son Ord,  the  Chief  Inspector  of 
Factories  in  Victoria,  issued  his  re- 
port a  few  days  ago,  and  showed  that 
while  there  were  59,440  persons  employed 
in  1902,  onlv  57,767  were  employed  in 
1903.  The  Melbourne  Argus  points  out 
this  morning  that  that  is  an  exceedingly 
small  decrease — only  i  ,673 — and  em- 
phasizes the  fact  that  Mr.  Ord  believes  it 
to  be  the  result  of  the  drought.  But  the 
Argus  writer  probably  forgot  that  in  the 
course  of  the  article,  it  is  stated  that  the 
figures  are  eighteen  months  old.  If  that 
be  so,  I  should  like  to  know  what  the 
figures  are  up  to  date.  If  the  figures  are 
eighteen  months  old,  the  fact  proves  that 
the  Tariff  was  more  instantaneous  in  its 
effect  than  I  had  thought,  and  that  the  loss 
must  be  greater  than  we  believe  it  to  be 
at  present.  But  the  significant  fact  about 
the  figures  is  one  which  the  Argus  omits  to 
state,  namely,  that  while  there  was  a  de- 
crease of  1,673  in  the  total,  there  was  an 
increase  of  284  in  the  number  of  females 
emplt^'ed.  The  net  result  shows  a  decrease 
of  2,957  male  employes.  Could  anything 
be  more  significant? 

Mr.  WiLKs.— That  is  always  the  result 
I  of  protection. 

!     Mr.  HUME  COOK.— The  fact  is  that 
j  the  iron  trade  and  other  great  industries 
I  wMch  employ  males,  have  been  so  heavily 
!  hit  by  the  Tariff  that  those  previously  en- 
.  gaged  in  them  hare  had  to  emigrate  to 
I  New  Zealand  and  other  places,  in  order  to 
I  get  employment,  with  the  result  that  the 
\  women  left  behind,  and  other  women,  have 
had  to  get  such  employment  as  they  could 
obtain.     That  is  not  a  satisfactory  state 
of  affairs.      Had  we  been  able  to  record 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  males  and 
a  decrease  in  the  number  of  females  em- 
plo}-ed,  the  fact  would  have  been  cheered  to 
the  echo  by  this  House.    But  the  condi- 
tions which  the  figures  disclose  ought  to 
make  us  pause  and  give  serious  considera- 
tion to  the  circumstances  whatever  they  are 
— even  if  thev  do  not  arise  from  the  Tariff 
— which  tenii  to  such  conditions  in  a  coun- 
try like  Australia.    The  two  sets  of  figures 
which  I  have  quoted  prove  that  while  land 
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settlement  has  increased,  there  has  been  a 
population  loss.  That  loss  is  not  amongst 
those  who  have  taken  up  land,  but  must  be 
sought  in  other  quarters.     The  figures  of 
the  Factory  Inspector,  and  the  individual 
cases  I  have  quoted,  indicate  that  the  loss 
is  amongst  the  artisan  classes  who  ought  to 
be  engaged  in  factories.     The  figures  fur- 
ther show  that  the  prosperity  about  which 
we     talk     so    much     is     not     to  be 
obtained     by      land     settlement  only. 
I  think  they  also  prove  conclusively  that 
manufacturing  does  not  and  cannot  follow 
merely  upon  land  settlement.    We  must  do 
something  more,  and,  in  my  opinion,  the 
initial  necessary  stap  is  to  make  a  wise  use 
of  the  Tariff,  and  create,  first  of  all,  for  the 
land  settlers  of  this  country,  a  home  market. 
Without  a  home  market.'  land  settlement 
cannot  be  successful,  and  those  already  on 
the  land  will  probably  begin  to  find  that 
they  must  leave  it.    Certainly,  we  cannot 
hope  for  any  considerable  increase  of  land 
settlement  unless  we  have  an  increased  local 
consumption.  In  my  judgment  a  home  mar- 
ket is  to  be  obtained  by  the  creation  of  in- 
dustries, the  development  of  our  own  natural 
resources,  and  the  employment  of  our  own 
people  rather  than  of  Japanese,  Javanese, 
or  any  other  coloured  races,  whom  we  have 
no  desire  to  employ.    I  aflSrm  without  hesi- 
tation that  the  quickest,  safest,  and  most 
legitimate  way  in  which  (o  provide  a  good 
home  market  for  our  producers  is  to  make 
a  wise  and  proper  use  of  the  Tariff  to  that 
end.    We  have  not  done  that.    We  are  not 
gettmg  what  we  require,  and,  in  view  of  the 
facts  I  have  giren,  I  contend  that  there  is 
a  necessity  to  re-open  the  Tariff  along  the 
hues  I  have  indicated.  The  advantages  of  a 
home  market  are  realized  in  other  countries, 
if  not  m  this.  I  have  no  desire  to  dilate  upon 
those  advantages.    Everv  one  must  admit 
that  the  better  the  local  market  the  greater 
the  advantage  to  our  producers  and  to  those 
who  sell  their  goods.   As  compared  with  an 
export  market,  there  is  not  the  same  expense 
m  the  shape  of  freights  and  insurance,  there 
are  not  the  same  risks  of  loss,  the  same 
agents  charges,  and  the  other  disadvantages 
of  an  export  trade,  which  are  evident  to 
any  one  who  knows  anvthing  about  the  sub- 
ject. 

Wr.  Joseph  Cook. — Can  the  honorable 
member  explain  how  the  honorable  member 
for  Melbourne  Ports  turns  ;^io,ooo,ooo 
into  ;^24,ooo,ooo? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— I  am  not  good  at 
mental  arithmetic.    I  have  said  that  other 


countries  realize  the  advantages  of  a  home 
market.   The  figures  which  I  am  going  to 
quote  were  used  some  time  ago  by  the  Hon- 
orable Theodore  Fink,  in  the  Victorian 
State  Parliament.    Owing  to  pressure  ->f 
work   I   have   not  had  time   to  verify 
them ;    but,    coming    from    that  authv 
rity,    they    may    be    accepted    as  fairlv 
correct.    Mr.  Fink  gives  for  Great  Britain 
a  local  consumption  of  jQ^2  per  head,  and 
a  foreign  trade  of  ;^i8  per  head.    For  the 
United  States  he  gives  a  local  consumption 
of  ;^44  per  head,  and  a  foreign  trade  of 
jQ^    per    head.     When    we    oome  to 
deal  with  the  figures  for  Australia  we 
find  that  they  are  al»oIuteIy  reversed,  and 
that  our  foreign  trade  is  vastly  greater  than 
our  home  trade.    Until  we  have  profited  by 
the  good  example  even  of  such  a  free-trade 
country  as  is  Great  Britain,  we  shall  not 
do  what  is  right  by  our  own  people  in  this 
respect.    America  to  a  greater  extent  than 
Great  Britain  conserves  her  home  trade, 
and  the  figures  go  to  prove  that ;  but  even 
in  such  a  country  as  is  Great  Britain,  we 
see  that  care  is  taken  that  the  hcnne  trade 
is  vastly  superior  to  the  export  trade,  great 
as  that  undoubtedly  is.    If  Australia  does 
not  follow  on  similar  lines,  all  I  can  say 
is  that  we  shall  be  amongst  the  decadent 
peoples.      Unfortunately,  every  effort  in 
Australia  at  the  present  time  is  in  the  direc- 
tion of  opening  up  foreign  markets,  and 
securing  trade  elsewhere  than  in  the  Com- 
monwealth.     All  our  efforts  are  directed 
towards  securing  a  market  for  our  produce 
in  London,  on  the  Continent,  or  sotnc  other 
place  outside  of  Australia.    Hence  we  are 
concerned   with   such   matters   as  cheap 
freights,  swift  carriage,  cool  chambers,  spe- 
cial agencies,  and  I  do  not  know  what 
besides.     We  have  failed  to  look  at  the 
fact  which  is  staring  us  in  the  face,  that  we 
produce  ten  times  as  much  in  Australia 
as  we  consume.    I  asked  the  Government 
Statist  of  Victoria  to  give  me  the  figures 
for  some  twenty  lines  of  food-stuffs  pro- 
duced in  Vicforia,  and  the  local  ccmsump 
tion  of  those  articles.    The  figures  came 
to  hand  last  night,  and  they  show  that 
Victoria   produces       2,000.000  worth  of 
these  food-stuffs,  and  that  we  consume  in 
this  State  about  ;£i,2O0.0oo  worth. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — ^What  is  done  with  the  sur- 
plus ? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— We  are  obliged 
to  export  the  .surplus.  If  we  had  a  greater 
consumption  locally,  we  should  of  course 
have  greater  profits  for  those  who  produce 
locally. 
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)lr.  McLean. — Can  those  figures  be  cor- 
ifect?  They  mean  a  local  consumption  of 
only  about  j^i  per  bead  of  the  popula- 
tion. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— These  figures 
have  been  supplied  to  me  by  Mr.  McLean, 
ihe  Government  Statist  of  Victoria.  They 
relate  to  food-stuffs  only,  and  cover  some 
twenty  different  articles  of  food  produc- 
tion. He  states  that  we  produce  these 
food-stuffs  to  the  value  of  2^000,000, 
and  that  our  local  consumption  of  them 
amounts  in  value  to  only  j^i, 200,000. 

Mr.  McLean. — I  do  not  think  that  can 
be  correct. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— If  the  Govern- 
ment Statist's  figures  are  incorrect,  then, 
of  course,  my  argument  based  upon  them 
is  also  incorrect. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Does  he  say  the 
total  amount  of  the  home  consumption? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— He  gives  it  as  one- 
tenth  of  the  local  production.  He  is  re- 
ferring only  to  particular  articles. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — ^What  is  the  total 
consumption  in  Victoria? 

-Mr.  HUME  COOK.— I  have  not  those 
figures.  I  am  dealing  now  only  with  scxne 
twenty  lines  of  food-stuff.  We  know,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  that  farmers,  fruit-growers, 
vignercms,  and  other  agricultural  producers 
are  by  no  means  satisfied  with  their  returns. 
We  know  that  the  results  of  our  export  trade 
in  wines,  preserved  fruits,  and  other  pro- 
duce of  that  description  are  not  satisfac- 
tory. What  do  we  see,  for  instance,  in 
connexion  with  such  a  line  as  butter,  which 
is  a  very  great  Australian  export? 
I  have  here  the  report  of  the  London  season 
of  1903-4,  issued  by  R.  T.  Tumbull  and 
Co.,  who  are  amongst  the  greatest  authori- 
ties upon  this  subject  in  the  world.  In 
the  course  of  their  report  they  say — 

At  no  point  in  the  past  season  can  there  be 
said  to  have  been  a  leally  animated  market,  and 
the  losies  which  have  been  made  on  purchases  in 
the  colonies  are  said  to  have  been  exceedingly 
great. 

How  can  we  expect  to  keep  up  a  butter 
export  if  this  statement  by  Tumbull  and 
Co.  is  correct?  We  must  encourage  produc- 
tion in  another  way,  and  that  other  way, 
in  my  judgment,  is  the  creation  of  a  local 
market. 

Mr.  Fisher.— It  would  be  a  pity  to  allow 
an  impressicm  of  that  kind  to  go  abroad, 
because  there  are  great  prospects  in  Ihe 
butter  trade. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— Certainly  there  are 
great  prospects  in  the  butter  trade,  but  we 


should  encourage  local  consumption  to  a 
very  much  greater  extent  than  we  do.  The 
average  price  of  butter  in  London  has  ranged 
from  5d.  to  lod.  per  lb.,  whilst  in  Victoria 
it  has  been  from  rod.  to  is.  id.  per  lb.  It 
is  all  very  well  to  send  away  so  considerable 
an  export  of  butter,  but  I  imagine  it  would 
be  better  for  the  producers  to  secure  the 
higher  local  prices  if  we  could  only  do  some- 
thing to  increase  the  local  consumption.  The 
way  in  which  it  is  to  be  increased  is  not 
by  the  adoption  of  free-trade  methods,  but 
by  some  such  methods  as  those  which  I  have 
suggested.  What  do  we  find  in  connexion 
with  the  fruit  business?  Only  a  few  days 
ago  the  Argus  newspaper  published  this 
statement : — 

The  Australian  apple  season  just  closing  in 
I<ondon  has  been  by  no  means  satisfactory  ffom 
the  exporters*  point  of  view.  The  leading  im- 
porters calculate  that,  during  the  season  703,000 
cases  of  Australian  and  Taamanian  apples  were 
imported,  and  that  they  resulted  in  a  loss  to  the 
exporters  of  ;^SO,ooo. 

What  encouragement  is  there  for  our  fruit- 
growers, if  they  are  to  continue  to  lose 
;£5o,ooo  a  year?  Although  last  year 
there  was  a  big  harvest,  and  consequently 
a  large  export,  the  season  was  practically 
only  a  normal  one.  The  preceding  years 
were  droughty,  and  the  production  of  the 
soil  was  therefore  much  less  than  might 
have  been  expected  under  other  conditions. 
Now,  if  in  a  normal  year  the  exportation 
of  butter,  fruit,  and  other  products  results 
in  a  loss,  what  are  the  future  prospects  of 
land  settlement  in  this  country,  and  what 
is  to  become  of  the  man  on  the  soil  ?  The 
figures  I  have  given  are  very  significant. 
Fruit-growers  themselves  are  beginning  to 
realize  in  certain  parts  of  Australia  the 
significance  of  these  facts,  and  are  asking 
that  this  Tariff,  which  some  people  say 
is  such  a  good  one,  shall  be  altered.  My 
authority  for  this  statement  is  a  paragraph 
published  in  the  Sydney  Morning  Herald 
of  ist  inst.  It  appears  from  this  paragraph 
that  a  Conference  of  fruit-growers  was  held 
at  Baulkham  Hills,  near  Parramatta,  on 
the  preceding  Saturday,  at  which  represen- 
tatives of  the  Fruit-growers'  Association  of 
Castle  Hill,  Kenthurst,  Seven  Hills,  Pen- 
nant Hills,  and  the  surrounding  district 
were  present.  The  Conference  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  what  should  be 
done  in  the  interests  of  the  fruit-growers, 
and  after  deliberation  they  carried  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : — 

That,  in  view  of  the  present  depressed  state 
of  the  fruit-growing  industry,  this  meeting  of 
representative  fruit-growers  of  the  State  of  New 
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South  Wales  is  of  opinioa  that  considerably 
higher  duties  should  be  placed  on  imported  fruits, 
and  that  we  communicate  with  the  fruit-growers 
of  Victoria  and  other  States,  with  the  view  of 
united  action  being  taken  to  secure  Otii  desired 
object. 

They  also  passed  this  second  resolution — 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  it  is  de- 
sirable that  a  fruit-growers'  union  of  New  South 
Wales  be  at  once  organised,  and  that  its  first 
work  be  the  carrying  out  of  the  object  of  the 
preceding  resolution. 

Therefore,  the  fruit-growers  of  New  South 
Wales  have  awakened  to  the  fact  that  the 
Tarifif  does  not  suit  them.  The  Argus  this 
morning  says  that  people  may  be  trusted  to 
look  after  their  own  busirtess.  This  is  an 
instance  in  which  people  are  looking  after 
their  own  business,  and  are  asking  that  the 
duties  in  the  Tariff  shall  be  increased. 
Th^re  is,  too,  now  sitting  at  Brisbane  a 
Conference  of  persons  connected  with  the 
Chambers  of  Manufactures  of  the  several 
States  of  Australia,  and  they  are  urging 
that  the  Tariff  shall  be  altered.  According 
to  the  report  of  their  proceedings  which  ap- 
pears in  to-day's  Argust  several  resolutions 
were  passed,  but  that  to  which  I  wish  to 
call  particular  attentitm  is  as  follows : — 

That  this  federal  council  greatly  regrets  the 
injurious  incidence  of  the  Tariff  in  certain  estab- 
lisbed  industries,  and  recommends  the  chambers 
to  immediately  make  investigation  in  their  several 
States,  taking  evidence  relating  to  anomalies  and 
the  injury  done  to  the  local  industries,  with  a 
view  to  presenting  their  united  deductions  to  the 
Commonwealth  Parliament  at  the  earliest  op- 
portunity available. 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  is  an  Australian, 
not  a  Victorian  Conference. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— It  is  a  Conference 
representing  all  Australia.  The  Argus 
says  that  people  know  how  to  mind  their 
own  business,  and  that  it  is  not  my  duty 
to  teaaA  them  what  they  -want.  To  that  I 
reply  that  the  members  of  this  Conference 
are  people  who  know  their  business,  and 
that  they  are  asking  for  an  alteration  of 
the  Tariff  on  the  lines  suggested  by  me. 
What  is  true  in  regard  to  the  exportation 
of  butter  and  fruit  is  true  in  regard  to  the 
exportation  of  other  products.  Our  pro- 
ducers have  exported  onions  from  Australia, 
and  this  is  the  result,  as  recorded  in  the 
Age  of  29th  July — 

Onion-growers  who,  for  some  seasons  past,  have 
been  struggling  hard  against  a  strenuously  de- 
pressed local  market,  will  not  derive  much  con- 
solation from  the  experiment  just  made  to  test 
the  merits  of  the  London  market.  .  .  .  The 
proceeds  of  the  sales  will  not  pay  half  the  cost 
of  sending  the  consignment  home. 

Lastly,  I  ask  what  is  the  outlook  for  the 

bay-growers  of  Australia?    In  the  same 


newspaper  there  is  an  article  in  which  it  i 
stated  that  there  is  about  j^i  ,000,000  wortl 
of  hay  in  Victoria,  for  which  buyers  9 
profitable  prices  cannot  be  found ;  and  i 
cannot  be  profitably  exported,  because  o 
its  bulk,  and  the  heavy  freights  charged  fc 
such  a  commodity.  What,  then,  are  th 
hay-growers  of  Australia  to  do,  unless  w 
provide  them  with  a  home  market  ?  Th 
facts  which  I  have  stated  show  how  neces 
sary  it  is  to  build  up,  concurrently  with  th 
settlement  of  the  land,  local  manufactures 
and  thus  increase  local  consumption.  If  w 
fail  in  that,  we  shall  fail  in  our  duty  ti 
our  constituents,  and  it  will  be  impo9 
sible  for  Australia  to  progress.  If  we  al 
low  the  Tariff  to  remain  as  it  is,  emigra 
tion  from  the  CtHnmonwealth  will  increase 
there  will  be  a  still  greater  lack  of  enl 
ployment,  a  steadily  decreasing  local  mai 
ket,  and  a  still  further  loss  to  our  agricul 
tural  producers.  It  must  be  borne  i 
mind  that  it  is  more  necessary  to  Au! 
tralia  to  be  self-dependent  than  it  is  fo 
some  of  the  other  countries  of  the  world  t 
be  so.  She  is  situated  so  far  from  foreig 
markets  that  her  producers  are  at  a  grea 
disadvantage  in  respect  of  freights,  in 
surance,  and  other  charges  connected  witi 
shipping  transport,  as  compared  with  th 
producers  of  other  countries.  Formerl; 
Australian  producers  had  in  some  respect 
an  advantage  over  producers  in  other  part 
of  the  world,  because  of  the  difference  ii 
seasons ;  but  American  growers  are  tak 
ing  advantage  of  perfected  refrigeratin; 
machinery,  and  are  now  able  to  place  thei 
apples  on  the  London  market  at  the  sam 
time  as  Australian  apples  are  sent  there 
and,  apparently,  in  the  future,  the  differ 
ence  in  seasons  will  be  of  no  advantage  ti 
our  growers,  while  American  producers  vij 
make  tremendous  inroads  into  their  mai 
kets.  What  applies  to  apples  will  appl; 
to  other  exports.  Unless  we  look  keen!; 
after  our  interests,  we  shall  lose  not  onl; 
on  the  exportations  to  which  I  have  al 
luded,  but  in  other  directions  as  well 
Dealing  with  the  subject  from  anothe 
point  of  view,  what  do  we  find?  I  havi 
stated  that  there  are  farmers'  represents 
tives  in  this  Chamber  who  were  quite  read] 
to  vote  for  duties  of  60,  7c,  or  even  8( 
per  cent,  on  farm  products,  and  who,  at  thi 
same  time,  under  the  belief  that  they  wen 
helping  their  constituents,  would  not  con 
sent  to  the  imposition  of  higher  du 
ties  than  10  or  i2\  per  ceaX.  on  farming 
implements  and  madiiner\'.     The  resul 
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has  been  that  a  great  many  farmers'  require- 
ments which  should  be  manufactured  in 
Australia  are  now  imported.    I-et  me  take 
four  items.    In  1899 — and,  in  the  compari- 
sons I  am  about  to  make,  I  contrast  the 
years  1899  and  1903,  because  the  former 
was  the  last  normal  year  under  the  Vic- 
torian Tariff,  and  the  latter  the  last  year 
for  which  we  have  information  under  tha 
Federal  Tariff — the  total  value  of  the  ag 
licultural,  horticultural,  and  fruit-fdnning 
implements  and  machinery  imported  was 
;£ii2,oo4;  but,  in  1903,  the  importation 
of    such    machinery    had    increased  to 
;£"204,i47.    The  Argus  to-day   makes  a 
comparison  between  the  importations  of  1901 
and  1903;  but  it  is  improper  and  unfair  to 
accept  the  figures  for  1901  in  this  connexion, 
since  in  that  year,  and  in  the  preceding 
year,  impcHts  were  being  rushed  into  Aus- 
tralia under  the  belief  that  the  Federal 
Parliament  would  pass  a  very  high  Tariff. 
The  importaticHi  of  apparel  and  ready-made 
clothing,  such  as  fanners,  fruit-growers,  and 
others  connected  with  the  land^  industries 
use,  was  ^180,989  in  1899,  and  in  1903 
£i'29'A1^'    In  1899  the  value  of  the  boots 
and  shoes  imported  was  ^33,676,  and  in 
'903.  ;£59.i2o.    In  1899  the  value  of  hats 
and  caps  imported  was  ^£"50,055,   and  in 
^9°3'  jQl^'S^A-   The  importations  of  those 
four  classes  of  goods  show  an  increase  of 
;f39S'5'8  for  the  year  1903,  when  com- 
pared with  importatimis  of  1899.    That  in- 
crease is  equal  to  nearly  150  per  cent.  Read- 
ing those  figures  in  conjunction  with  the 
figures  which  I  have  given  in  regard  to 
the  decline  in  exports,  the  mischievous  ef- 
fects of  the  Tariff  are  easily  seen.  Then, 
e\ery  farmer  requires  a  vehicle  of  some 
sort,  and  I  am  told,  on  reliable  authority, 
that  the  importation  of  vehicles  for  the 
first  eight  months  of  the  present  year  ex- 
ceeds in  value  and  quantity  the  importation 
for  the  preceding  eighteen  months.    If  our 
fanners  wish  to  find  local  buyers  for  their 
produce,    they    must    themselves    buy  in 
the   local    market ;    but    if    they  per- 
sist    in    buving    in    foreign  markets, 
they  must    look    to    foreign  consumers 
for  the  purchase  of  their  produce.  The 
man  n-ho  buys  in  a  foreign  market,  must 
sell  in  a  foreign  market,  and  the  disadvan- 
tage of  that  method  of  trading  is  that  the 
nun  who  sends  his  goods  for  sale  to  a 
foreign  market  has  to  sell  them  at  the 
world's  price,  while  what  he  purchases  in 
return  he  buys,  not  at  the  world's  price, 
but  at  the  manufacturer's  price. 


Mr.  Hutchison. — Very  often  at  the 
prices  fixed  by  a  ring. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— Yes.  When  a 
cargo  of  wool  or  wheat  is  sent  to  London 
or  Antwerp  to  be  sold,  it  is  necessary  for  us 
to  buy  foreign  goods  in  return }  but  while 
we  sell  at  the  world's  price,  our  producers, 
who  wish  to  buy  wool  presses,  sheep-shear- 
ing machinery,  or  other  things  in  return, 
buy  them,  not  at  the  world's  pricey  but  at 
the  price  of  the  local  manufacturers,  and 
are  thus  at  a  double  disadvantage. 

Mr,  PovNTON. — How  long  will  it  be  be- 
fore we  shall  have  a  populatjon  sufficiently 
large  to  consume  our  wheat  and  butter  ? 

Mr.  Mau(xil — ^The  honorable  number 
would  be  surprised  if  he  knew  how  much 
is  already  consumed  locally. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— If  we  may  judge 
by  the  effect  of  the  wise  stimulation  and 
development  of  natural  resources  and  pro- 
duction in  America,  and  remember  the 
modern  rate  of  speed,  we  should  make  even 
greater  progress  than  that  country  has  made. 
The  briefest  of  glances  at  Axnerican  pro- 
gress serves  to  show  that  the  adoption 
of  methods  similar  to  th(»e  which  I 
think  we  should  follow  has  led  to 
the  development  of  her  manufactures 
and  her  resources  to  such  a  mar- 
vellous extent  that  no  other  country  can 
show  a  similar  record.  The  referenre  to 
America  brings  me  to  another  question, 
namely,  the  proper  relative  proportion  be- 
tween the  agricultural  and  manufacturing 
interests.  In  America  we  have  a  country 
much  like  our  own.  Her  exports  of  wheat 
and  other  cereals  are  probably  greater  than 
those  of  any  other  country.  The  agricul- 
tural industry  has  been  developed  there  to  a 
greater  extent  than  elsewhere,  and  her 
manufacturing  industries  have  also  pro- 
gressed by  leaps  and  bounds.  The  figures 
given  in  the  Statesman's  Year-Book  show 
that  10,000,000  pers(xis  are  engaged  in 
agricultural  and  kindred  pursuits  generally, 
whereas  those  engaged  in  the  manufactur- 
ing and  mechanical  operaticms  number 
7,000,000.  In  Australia,  according  to 
Cogklan,  the  persons  engaged  in  agriculture 
and  like  industries  aggregate  402,000, 
whilst  those  occupied  in  manufacturing  and 
mechanical  industries  number  254,000.  In 
America,  the  proportions  of  agriculture  to 
manufacturing  are  as  ten  to  seven,  whilst 
in  Australia  they  are  as  twelve  to  seven.  So 
that  in  Australia  the  proportion  of  persons 
engaged  in  agricultural  and  kindred  occu- 
pations is  greater  than  in  Aiperica,  notwith- 
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standing  that  the  agricultural  production  of 
the  United  States  is  greater  than  that  of  any 
other  part  of  the  world.  These  iigures  show- 
that  we  have  added  to  our  agricultural 
and  cognate  industries  in  a  greater 
ratio  than  our  development  in  manufactures 
would  appear  to  warrant.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  think  it  is  clear  that  we 
should  begin  to  encourage  our  manufactures 
and  approach  as  closely  as  possible  to  the 
conditions  in  America,  which  afford  a  great 
object-lesson  for  the  rest  of  the  world. 
Among  the  figures  relating  to  the  manufac- 
turing and  mechanical  industries  of  Aus- 
tralia, I  have  included,  as  Coghlan  suggests 
should  be  done,  50,000  persons  who  work 
on  their  own  account  at  mechanical  or  manu- 
facturing businesses.  The  remedy  for  the 
disabilities  under  which  Australia  suffers  at 
present  will  be  found  if  we  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  America,  and  encourage  our  manu- 
factures in  the  same  way  that  we  have  en- 
couraged agriculture,  and  other  rural  in- 
terests. If  we  fail  to  do  this,  we  shall  find 
that  so  far  from  settlement  increasing,  it 
will  begin  to  decrease,  that  so  far  from 
primary  products  paying,  they  will  involve 
loss,  and  that  our  population,  instead  of 
being  added  to,  will  still  further  decrease. 
What  we  most  urgently  require  in  Aus- 
tralia is  more  settled  employment  for 
al  1  classes  of  wcwkers.  The  way  in 
which  that  result  can  be  achie\'ed 
is,  not  by  treating  Australia  as  if 
it  were  a  huge  farm,  but  by  bringing  about 
such  conditions  that  we  shall  have  a  great 
diversity  of  interests,  and  offer  wider  and 
fuller  avenues  of  employment.  We  must 
ilevelop  all  our  resources  of  river, 
forest,  and  field,  of  quarry,  mine,  and 
mill.  If  Ave  neglect  this,  we  shall 
fail  to  make  the  progress  which  every 
one  desires  to  see.  In  spite  of  the  fact  tha't 
we  have  lost  a  large  number  of  our  popula- 
tion, I  find  that  there  are  still  thousands  of 
]>ersons  wanting  work  in  Australia.  T 
wrote  to  the  manager  of  the  Melbourne  un- 
employed bureau,  and  asked  how  many 
unemployed  persons  were  registered  on 
ist  July  last.  I  was  informed  that 
there  were  2,055  names  on  the  books.  I 
then  asked  for  information  as  to  (he  occu- 
pations of  these  men.  whether  thev  were 
labourers  or  mechanics.  I  was  told  that 
nearly  all  the  men,  whether  thev  were 
mechanics  or  not.  registered  as  light 
lalwurers  or  general  labourers,  the  object 
being  to  obtain  employment  at  all  hazards. 
In  spite  of  this  fact,  however,  the  authorities 
n-ere  able  to  furnish  me  with  a  few  figures, 
Mr.  Hume  Cook. 


from  which  it  appeared  that  there  were 
fiftv-four  boiler-makers  seeking  work. 

Mr.  Maugeb. — That  number  does  not  re- 
present one-twentieth  of  those  out  of  work. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— I  can  quite  believe 
that.  Eoiler-making  is  an  industry  thai 
could  be  fostered  under  our  Tariff.  V\>>i\ 
the  lists  of  the  bureau  there  were  alsc 
seventy-two  assistant  boiler-makers,  thirty 
two  cabinet-makers,  eighty-seven  fitter.^ 
thirty-two  blacksmiths,  and  sevent> 
two  carpenters.  It  is  admitted  thai 
this  information  is  incomplete ;  but  stil 
it  will  serve  to  indicate  that  a  large  pru 
portion  of  the  unemployed  come  from  tho-. 
very  classes  which  ought  to  be  employet 
in  making  the  articles  which  our  producer! 
require.  In  Sydney,  according  to  Mr 
Schey,  the  Chief  Labour  Commissioner 
there  were  7,288  persons  on  the  books  o: 
the  bureau  on  the  date  previously  men 
tioned ;  or,  roughly  speaking,  three  time 
as  many  as  were  registered  in  Melbourne 
It  is  only  fair  to  say  that  Mr.  Schey  men 
lions  that  these  figures  were  not  to  be  rc 
garded  as  accurately  indicating  the  state  n 
the  unemployed  market.  He  asserts  tlia 
the  eligible  unemployed  number  aboi: 
2,300.  He  was  not  able  to  state  author) 
tatively  that  these  figures  were  correct,  \*i 
cause,  as  he  explains,  there  are  three  \xn<in\ 
ployed  bureaux  in  New  South  Wales.  Wba 
is  the  business  of  a  Labour  Governmeni 
above  all  Governments?  Is  it  not  to  tir. 
work  for  the  «'orkers,  and  homes  for  tli 
homeless,  and  to  provide  further,  fullci 
and  wider  avenues  of  employment? 

Mr.   Mau(%r. — It  is  the  duty  of  ever 

Government. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— Yes;  but  abo\ 
all  Governments,  those  who  claim  to  repr( 
sent  labour  should  use  their  best  efiforts  1 
get  rid  of  the  unemployed  difficulty, 
therefore,  appeal  to  these  honorable  men 
bers,  who  now  occupy  the  Treasury  bmch< 
and  who  claim  to  be  labour  representative 
to  bear  in  mind  what  I  have  said  with  r' 
gard  to  the  unemployed,  our  loss  of  popi 
lation,  and  the  decrease  in  our  manufactu 
ing  industries.  Their  duty  is  to  represei 
industry,  not  idleness,  those  who  are 
work,  and  not  those  who  are  unemploye< 
What  is  the  use  of  offering  the  dry  cru 
of  the  Arbitration  Bill  to  men  who  a 
unable  to  obtain  employment?  Why  gi' 
them  the  means  of  settling  industrial  di 
putes  when  the  only  question  for  arbitr 
tion  is  whether  A  is  to  get  wcvk  and  B 
to  leave  the  country  ot^ce  ver^'i 
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Mr.  Brown. — If  the  honorable  member 
believes  that,  why  is  he  sitting  on  that  side 
of  the  House? 

Mr.  HUME  CX)OK.— I  sit  on  this  side 
of  the  Chamber,  because  I  have  always 
been  on  the  liberal  side.  When  the  Labour 
Party  are  prepared  to  adopt  the  protection- 
ist policy  I  shall  back  them  up  in  that,  as  in 
other  things.  My  disagreement  with  the 
L.abour  Party  is  not  so  much  upon  questions 
of  policy  as  in  regard  to  other  matters.  If 
there  is  one  thing  that  the  Labour  Govern- 
ment and  the  Labour  Party  should  take  in 
hand  seriously,  it  is  the  unemployed  pro- 
blem. 

Mr.  Fuller. — I  rise  to  call  attention  to 
the  state  of  the  House.  I  think  that  in 
view  of  the  trouble  which  the  honorable 
member  has  taken  to  prepare  his  speech, 
he  ought  to  have  the  attention  of  a  full 
House.    \QuoTum  formed\. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— I  am  very  much 
obliged  to  the  honorable  member  for  the 
breathing  space  -which  his  action  has  af- 
forded me.  We  are  by  this  time  used  to 
such  little  tricks;  they  assist  rather  than 
hinder  one.  Some  honorable  member  asked 
by  way  of  interjection,  "  Why  not  take 
up  the  iron  industry?"  That  is  exactly 
what  I  was  about  to  suggest. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  question  is  the 
subject  of  a  motion  which  is  now  on  the 
notice  paper,  and  the  honorable  member 
cannot  anticipate  the  debate  upon  it. 

Mr.  HUMK  COOK.— I  am  very  sorry, 
because  I  desire  to  refer  to  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber has  referred  to  it,  but  he  must  not  de- 
bate it. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— I  shall  not  debate 
it.  but  shall  content  myself  with  referring 
to  it  in  general  terms.  In  connexion  wilh 
our  huge  deposits  of  iron  ore,  we  should  be 
able  to  find  employment  for  a  great  num- 
ber of  our  people.  The  encouragement  of 
the  iron  industry  was  one  of  the  principles 
for  which  we  fought  at  the  last  election, 
and  yet  no  practical  result  has  been  achieved 
up  to  the  present.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  figures  supplied  by  one  honorable  mem- 
ber of  the  late  Parliament  were  correct,  but 
he  said  that  If  we  developed  our  iron  depos- 
its we  should  be  able  to  provide  sustenance 
for  620.000  persons.  If  we  could  establish 
an  industry  that  would  provide  for  one- 
third  of  that  number  we  should  confer  the 
preatest  possible  benefit  upon  Australia.  In 
this  matter,  the  present  Government  will 
have  an  opportunity  to  distinguish  itself,  and 


to  earn  the  plaudits  of  the  whole  of  the 
people  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  Labour 
Party  fought  for  a  White  Australia,  and  I 
helped  them  to  secure  it,  because  I  thought 
that  the  social  and  economic  results  would 
be  most  desirable.  But  in  order  to  make 
a  White  Australia  efi^ective,  we  must  adopt 
not  only  the  safeguards  afforded  by  such 
legislation  as  we  have  passed,  but  also  those 
which  are  afforded  by  protective  duties. 
What  has  happened?  We  have  excluded 
Japanese  and  other  coloured  foreigners 
from  the  Commonwealth,  but  we  have  not 
shut  out  the  products  of  their  labour.  I 
find  that  in  Victoria  alone  the  imports  from 
China  and  Japan  and  other  Eastern  coun- 
tries have  increased  in  value  from 
;^389,22i  in  1899  to  ^^985,594  in 
1903,  or  an  increase  of  over  ^(^500,000 
in  four  years.  What  is  the  use 
of  talking  about  a  White  Australia,  and 
the  necessity  of  finding  employment  for 
our  own  people,  whilst,  through  our 
Tariff  system,  we  are  providing  employ- 
ment for  coloured  aliens  outside?  It  would 
be  far  preferable  to  allow  these  coloured 
foreigners  to  come  into  our  midst,  because 
then  we  could  regulate  them. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Do  we  not  send 
them  something  in  return? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— Of  course  we  do. 
If  we  take  their  imports,  we  must  send 
them  something  in  return.  My  contention 
is  that  we  should  produce  what  we  require. 
Amongst  the  imports  referred  to  I  find 
there  are  ^^500, 000  worth  of  sugar  from 
Java.  In  spite  of  the  bounties  paid  for 
the  production  of  German  sugar,  the  Ger- 
man manufacturers  cannot  obtain  a  footing 
in  our  markets,  in  competition  with  the 
products  of  Java.  We  have  been  provid- 
ing Javanese,  instead  of  our  own  people, 
with  employment.  Our  White  Australia 
policy,  I  claim,  can  be  rendered  thoroughlv 
effective  only  by  means  of  a  Customs  Tariff 
which  will  assist  the  local  producer.  I 
have  already  spoken  of  the  Conciliation 
and  Arbitration  Bill.  I  ask  honorable 
members  to  bear  in  mind  the  figures  which 
I  have  submitted  in  regard  to  Australia's 
loss  by  emigration.  Last  year  6,000  adults 
left  our  shores  in  excess  of  the  number  of 
adult  arrivals.  Yet  we  talk  of  legislating 
in  respect  of  conciliation  and  arbitration 
for  the  settlement  of  industrial  disputes. 
I  say  that  such  legislation  is  necessary 
only  when  industries  have  been  established 
in  our  midst.  It  is  of  no  use  whilst  our  own 
people  are  unemployed.    Then,  again,  we 
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speak  of  non-contract  labour.    What  is  the 
use  of  legislation  in  respect  of  non-ccm- 
tract  labour,  if  by  the  operation  of  the 
Tariff  we  force  our  own  people  to  make 
contracts  for  labour  elsewhere?   The  very 
thing  which  we  OHidemn,  we  are  fordng 
our  own  people  to  da    We  are  compelling 
them  to  go  to  South  Africa  and  New  Zea- 
land to  obtain  work,  because  they  cannot 
secure  ■  it  here.    These  are  serious  matters. 
The  fact  that  we  have  not  adopted  judi- 
cious and  proper  means  to  render  our 
policy  effective  calls  for  immediate  atten- 
tion.   In  all  Commonwealth  contracts  we 
insert  a  condition  providing  for  the  pay- 
iLUit  of  a  minimum  wage.    We  insist  that 
our  own  people  shall  obtain  a  fair  rate  of 
pay  for  the  work  which  they  jwrform,  but 
we'  cannot  insist  upon  the  insertion  of  a 
minimum  wa^e  provision  in  contracts  for 
the  production  of  goods  in  other  countries. 
We  can  prevent  the  sweating  of  our  own 
employes,  who  are  engaged  in  production, 
but    we    cannot    prohibit    sweating  in 
other    countries.      Therefore,     I  claim 
that  we  should  exclude  from  Australia 
sweated    goods,    as   well    as  sweaters — 
that     we     should     protect     our  own 
people  through  the  Custwns  House  as  weU 
as  through  the  Factories  Act.    Until  we  do 
that  it  is  useless  to  talk  of  building  up  a 
nation,  developing  industry,  and  restoring 
prosperity.  In  the  German  wooll«i  mills  the 
employes  are  compelled  to  work  sixty-two 
hours  a  week  for  a  wage  of  12s.,  whilst 
in  the  Italian  hat  mills  they  labour  sixty- 
four  hours  weekly  for  a  wage  of  20s.  How 
is  it  possible  for  us  to  compete  with  them? 
In  his  address  to  his  constituents  during 
the  recent  election  campaign,  the  homrable 
member  for  South  Melbourne  made  the'  fol- 
lowing significant  remarks : — 

Now  suppose  that  there  liad  been  no  Labour 
protectionist  men  in  the  Labour  Party  for  Vic- 
toria, it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  pro- 
tective duties  in  the  Tariff  would  have  been  less 
by  10  per  cent.  Therefore,  let  protectionists 
sec  to  it  that  they  do  not  break  entirely  with  the 
Labour  Party,  for  the  inevitable  result  will  be 
that  the  balance  of  power  will  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  free.trade  Labour  members  of  New  South 
Wales,  then  good-bye  to  protection  in  the 
Commonwealth.  The  salvation  of  protection  lies 
with  the  Labour  Party,  just  as  much  as,  I  believe, 
the  salvation  of  labour  lies  with  protection. 

I  trust  that  the  free-trade  members  of  the 
I^abour  Party  realize  that  what  the  honor- 
able member  says  is  true — that  the  salva- 
tion of  protection  and  of  the  industries  of 
Australia  lies  with  the  Labour  Party.  I 
think  I  have  said  enough  to  prove  that  there 
is  great  reason  for  the  readjustment  of  the 
2£r.  Hume  Ceak. 


incidence  of  the  Tariff  upon  some  of  its 
leading  lines.   I  am  bound  to  bear  in  mind 
that  we  have  certain   revenue  obligations 
which  must  be  respected.    We  must  dis- 
charge our  oonstituti(Hial    obligation  ti^ 
provide  the  States  forming  the  Federation 
with  a  certain  sum  of  money  each  year. 
Whatever  we  do,  we  must  see  that  ihcir 
solvency  is  assured.    That  obligation  c^- 
not  be  neglected.    But  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that  we  have  certain  other  patriotic 
obligations  to  discharge.  One  of  these  is  to 
see  that  no  destruction  of  our  industries 
takes  place,  and  that  no  lack  of  employmen: 
is  caused  by  any  overt  action  of  outsl 
Another  of  our  obligations  is  to  provide 
for  the  further  development  of  our  re- 
sources, and  for  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  persons  employed  in  .our  midst.     It  is 
our  duty  to   stimulate   production,  real 
wealth,  and  general  advancecnenL  These 
are  obligations  of  a  patriotic  nature  which 
it   is  quite  as   inciunbent    upon    us  tD 
discharge    as    it    is  to  preserve  the    sol  - 
vency  of  the  States  by  guaranteeing  them 
the  return  of  a  certain  revenue  each  y  ear. 
We  can  best  fulfil  these  obligations  by  mak- 
ing a  wise,  judicious,  and  proper  use  of  tl.e 
Tariff.   We  can  encourage  manufactures  by 
excluding  foreign  products.   We  can  foster 
local  industry^  provide  home  markets,  in- 
crease land  settlement,  stimulate  primary- 
production,  and  find  employment  for  our 
people,  chiefly — almost  wholly — by  adopt- 
ing a  poiiry  in  respect  of  fiscal'  matters 
which  will  lead — as  it  has  done  in  America 
and  elsewhere — to  the  development  of  our 
own  resources.   In  my  judgment,  prosperity 
depends  chiefly  upon  population,  and  popu- 
lation depends  upon  employment.    If  do 
employment  is  to  be  had  in  Australia  we 
cannot  expect  to  attract  people  here.  They 
must  be  provided  with  employment  in  fac- 
tories, workshops,  or  mines,  or  else  tbe>* 
must  be  settled  upon  the  land,  or  must  en- 
gage in  business  upcwi  their  owii  account 
Without  employment  in  one  direction  or 
the  other,  population  cannot  increase.  Em- 
ployment can  be  encouraged  by  the  creation 
of  home  manufactures  as  well  as  bv  the  de- 
velopment of  land  settlement.   Home  manu- 
factures can  be  stimulated  by  our  making 
proper  use  of  the  Tariff.    I  regret  to  s.iv 
that  we  have  not  made  proper  use  of  it. 
We    require    to   readjust    its  incidence. 
We  noed  to  take  some  steps  which  will  re- 
sult in  the  ectablishment  of  industries, 
which  will  attract  population,  and  which 
above  all  other  things  will  insure  to  the 
employes  engaged  in  those  industries  a  fair 
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rate  of  wages  and  to  the  employers  a  fair 
share  of  profit.      In  my  judgment  suffi- 
cient evidence  has  already  been  adduced  to 
Avarrant  the  alteration  of  the  Tariff  which 
I  seek.   More  than  enough  facts  have  been 
submitted  to  justify  tbe  carrjring  of  this 
motion.      I  believ;  that  unless  some  such 
a.lteration  is  effected  the  adverse  conditions 
upon  which  I  have  commented,  and  the  de- 
creases which  I  have  noted — ^more  particu- 
larly in  respect  to  employment  and  popula- 
ticxi — will  become  accentuated,  until  in  spite 
of  all  efforts  to  the  contrary,  the  public  of 
Australia  will  demand  from  whatever  Go- 
vernment may  be  in  power  a  thorough  re- 
-vision  of  the  Tariff,  so  that  that  stimulus 
may  be  given  to  local  industry  whidi  is 
coiuonant  with  ,  national  energy  and  na- 
tional advance. 

Debate  (on  motion  by  Mr.  Mauger)  ad- 
journed. 

SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 
Ordek  of  Business. 
Mr.  WATSON  (Bland— Treasurer).— I 
move — 

That  tbe  House  .at  its  rising  adjoum  imtil 
Tuesday  next. 

In  submitting  this  motion,  I  merely  wish 
to  insure  that  the  vote  upon  the  Seat  of 
Government  Bill  shall  be  arrived  at  in  a 
full  House,  and  I  also  desire  to  intimate 
that  my  colleague  the  Minister  of  Home 
Affairs  proposes  to  continue  the  debate 
upon  that  measure  this  evening,  with  a  view 
to  concluding  it  before  the  House  adjourns- 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan).— I  rise 
for  the  purpose  of  protesting  against  these 
continual  adjournments ;  they  have  become 
a  feature  of  almost  every  week-end.  Dur- 
ing the  past  four  weeks  we  have  scarcely 
sat  upon  one  Friday. 

Mr.  Watson. — Yes ;  we  sat  last  Friday. 
Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— That  is  the 
only  occasion  on  whidi'the  House  has  sat 
upon  Friday  during  the  past  mcmth.  If  we 
had  iK>  business  to  transact — if  honorable 
members  attended  here  merely  for  the  pur- 
poses of  pleasure — there  might  be  no  objec- 
tion to  adopting  the  course  that  is  proposed. 
But  seeing  that  we  have  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  work  of  the  session  before  us — that 
up  to  the  present  time  we  have  dcme 
scarcely  anything — there  is  no  justificaticm 
whatever  for  these  frequent  adjournments 
over  Friday.  We  have  already  been  a 
long  time  in  session,  and  whilst  these 
adjournments  may  not  be  inconvenient  to 
those  honorable  members  who  can  return  to 
their  homes  at  the  week-end  


Mr.  Fuller. — The  Government  of  which 
the  right  honorable  member  was  a  Mixiister 
adopted  the  practice  oontinuouslv. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  see 
much  in  that  argimient.  I  am  not  speaking 
of  what  other  Governments  did  under  other 
circumstances,  but  of  what  I  consider  is 
right  at  the  preset  time  in  the  interests  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  McDonald. — ^Why  did  the  Govern- 
ment with  which  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber was  associated  set  us  a  bad  example? 

Sir.  JOHN  FORREST.— I  wish  that  the 
honorable  member  would  always  be  eager 
to  follow  ocamples  which  that  Government 
set,  as  he  appears  to  be  upon  the  present  oc- 
casion. I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that 
he  agrees  with  me — perhaps,  to  a  larger  ex- 
tent than  does  any  other  honorable  mem- 
ber, although  he  interjects  as  if  he  held  a 
di^erent  opinion.  The  honorable  member 
has  consistently  opposed  these  adjourn- 
ments, and  surely  he  does  not  object  to  my 
exercising  the  same  privil^ie. 

Mr.  McDonald. — I  do  not  object;  but 
the  right  honorable  member  has  now 
jumped  my  claim. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— It  is  well- 
known  to  Ministers  that  the  Senate  has 
been  idle  for  several  months.  In  that 
Chamber  fortnightly  adjournments  have 
been  common  since  Parliament  first  assem- 
bled in  March  last,  because  there  is  noth- 
ing to  do.  Surely  that  should  ccmstitute 
an  additional  reason  why  we  should  push 
on  with  the  work  of  the  sessioiL 

Mr.  Page. — We  have  been  endeavouring 
to  push  <xi  with  it,  but  the  right  honorable 
member  would  not  allow  us  to  do  so. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  present 
Government  have  been  engaged  in  a  sort  of 
"go-as-you-please"  during  the  past  three 
months.  I  should  like  tor  know  what 
single  piece  of  useful  work  they  have  done 
during  that  i»riod.  I  repeat  that  they 
have  been  engaged  in  a  "  go  as  you  please." 

Mr.  Watson. — ^Why  does  not  the  right 
honorable  member  demonstrate  that? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  Prime 
Minister  knows  that  he  is  in  a  minority, 
and  he  also  knows  that  there  is  a  no-con- 
fidence motion  hanging  over  the  head  of  his 
Government. 

^^r.  Watson. — I  do  not.  Why  does  not 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  bring  it  for- 
ward? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— If  the  honor- 
able gentleman  is  ignorant  of  what  is  going 
on,  he  should  read  the  press.  The  sword  of 
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Damocles  is  hanging  over  his  head.  But, 
notwithstanding  this  knowledge,  he  is  quite 
prepared  to  allow  the  business  of  the  House 
to  be  delayed  so  long  as  he  and  his  party 
are  permitted  to  retain  the  Treasury  benches. 

Mr.  Page. — That  is  the  whole  trouble. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  could  easily  retaliate 
oil  that  line  of  argument. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  honorable 
gentleman  can  retaliate  as  much  as  he  likes. 
While  this  no-confidence  motion  is  hanging 
over  the  Government  their  policy  is  delay ! 
delay  !  delay  !  I  will  prove  that  state- 
ment before  I  sit  down. 

Mr.  McDonald. — That  sword  is  hung 
up  by  a  cable  ! 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— If  the  Gown- 
ment  were  anxious  to  give  the  Senate  some 
business  to  and  were  so  anxious  to  place 
the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill  upon 
the  statute-book — why  did  they  interpose 
a  new  measure  altogether,  the  effect  of 
which  has  been  to  block  the  progress  of  the 
Arbitration  Bill  for  weeks? 

Mr.  Watson. — That  is  cool,  seeing  that 
the  right  honorable  member  voted  for 
dozens  of  amendments  in  the  Bill  < 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Why  did  the 
Government  interpose  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment Bill?  Why  did  they  not  push  on  with 
the  Arbitration  Bill?  What  is  the  object? 
It  is  to  gain  time.  The  whole  position, 
from  the  time  the  Government  took  office 
up  till  now,  in  my  opinion — and  I  believe 
that  I  also  express  the  views  of  many  others 
on  the  subject — has  been  demoralizing  to 
constitutional  government.  Honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  may  laugh,  but  I  repeat  that 
it  is  absolutely  demoralizing  to  responsible 
government. 

5Ir.  Watson. — It  is  demoralizing  to  the 
right  honorable  member,  evidently. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— What  good  or 
sufficient  reason  was  there  for  interposing 
the  Seat  of  Government  Bill  in  the  midst 
of  the  debates  on  the  Arbitration  Bill? 
There  was  no  reason  except  to  gain  time. 
I  tell  honorable  members  opposite  that  that 
was  their  whole  object.  Was  there  not 
time,  while  we  were  discussing  the  Arbi- 
tration Bill  in  Committee  and  dealing  with 
amendments,  for  the  Government  to 
make  up  their  mind  as  to  any  new  amend- 
ments which  they  intended  to  submit  upon 
the  recommittal  of  the  measure  ?  No !  It 
appears  there  was  not  time  !  Thev  wanted 
some  weeks  in  order  to  see  how  the  wind 
blew,  and  how  they  could  manace  to  draft 
a  clause  or  clauses  that  would  have  the 


effect  of  gaining  one  or  two  honorabi 
members  over  to  their  side,  thus  enablin 
them  to  retain  their  places  cm  the  Treasui 
benches. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — How  much  time  ha\ 
we  taken  in  debating  the  Seat  of  Govtn 
ment  Bill? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Tlie  honorab: 
gentleman  may  as  well  let  me  continue  ni 
remarks.  He  will  be  able  to  reply  to  ir 
afterwards. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Will  the  right  honoi 
able  member  promise  not  to  interrupt  m 
if  I  do? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  will,  ! 
the  honorable  gentleman  is  not  persona 
In  my  opinion,  there  was  no  good  or  sufI 
cient  reason  for  interposing  the  Seat  0 
Government  Bill  in  the  midst  of  the  dif 
cussion  on  the  Arbitration  Bill.  It  is  a 
unusual  proceeding  to  bring  in  a  new  que 
tion  altogether,  and  allow  it  for  weeks  an 
weeks  to  take  the  place  of  a  measure  sat 
by  the  Government  to  be  of  pressing  in- 
portance. 

Mr.  McDonald. — I  rise  to  order.  1 
the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan  i; 
order  in  discussing  the  Arbitration  Bill  01 
a  motion  that  the  House  at  its  rising  ad 
joum  imtil  Tuesday  next? 

The  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— I  thinl 
that  the  right  honorable  member  is  quit 
in  order  at  present. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.  —  Upon  m; 
word !  The  honorable  member  for  Ken 
nedy  is  not  in  charge  of  the  business  0 
this  House.  Cannot  he,  as  a  humble  fol 
lower  of  the  Government,  keep  quiet,? 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyne. — The  right  bona 
able  member  is  wasting  a  lot  of  time. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  honorablj 
member  for  Hume  has  bound  himself  1 
the  Labour  Party.  I  do  not  mean  th? 
offensively.  He  has  separated  from  me.  i 
will  put  it  in  that  way.  I 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  think  the  rigl| 
honorable  member  separated  from  me.  | 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  am  on  tl^ 
same  side  as  my  leader. 

Sir  Willxah'  Lyne. — ^The  right  bonod 
able  member  does  not  follow  his  cctavyi 
tions.  I 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Who  is  the  right  h(Ml 
orable  member's  leader?  J 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  honoratl 
and  learned  member  for  Ballarat  is  in 
leader.  Is  he  the  honorable  memberl 
leader?  There  should  have  been  ampi 
time  to  consider  the  f^  amendments,  i 
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which  notice  has  been  given  vith  regard  to 
tbe  ArbitraticKi  Bill,  between  the  rising  of 
t  he   House  on  Thursday  and  the  meet- 
i  ng     on     Tuesday,     without     any  in- 
terposing  of  the  Capital  Sites  Bill,  espe- 
cially bearing  in  mind  the  fact  that  those 
amendments  were  under  the  review  of  the 
Government  during  the  whole  time  the  lat- 
ter   portion   of   the   measure   was  dis- 
cussed  in   Committee.    I   say   most  de- 
liberately  that,   as   far  as  my  opinion 
goes,    there    was    only    erne    object  in 
view  in   postponing  the  recommittal  of 
the  Arbitration  Bill,  and  interposing  the 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  and  that  was  to 
gain  time,  in  order  to  try  and  obtain  in  the 
interval  a  few  more  votes  from  those  hon- 
orable members  who  were  thought  to  be 
■wavering. 

Mr.  Page. — Is  there  anything  wrong  in 

that? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  think 
that  that  is  the  way  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  the  coimtry. 

Mr.  Page. — ^The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber did  it. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— One  would 
think  that  the  honorable  member  for 
^[a^anoa  is  a  parrot,  because  he  is  always 
saying,  "  You  did  it  1"  Whenever  anything 
is  urged  against  the  Government  he  says 
"You  did  it !"  If  one  uses  an  argument  of 
which  the  honorable  member  does  not  ap 
prove,  his  reply  is,  "  You  did  it." 

Mr.  Page. — The  right  honorable  member 
told  us  live  minutes  ago  that  if  we  followed 
him  we  should  be  right. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  am  not  sur- 
prised at  the  action  of  the  Government  in 
this  matter.  We  have  had  the  honorable 
member  for  Melbourne  South  telling-  the 
public  that  his  party  is  up  for  sale. 

Mr.  Watson. — Who  said  that? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  honorable 
member  for  Melbourne  South  said  it. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  do  not  think  so. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  have  seen 
his  statement  in  the  press,  and  I  know  that 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil said  it  openly  and  deliberately  in  the 
Senate  in  1901. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  was  (me  of  his  Scotch 
jfikes ! 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— We  know 
that  it  has  been  said,  and  we  know  that 
it  is  a  fact  that  the  party  opposite  are 
willing,  as  a  solid  party,  to  give  votes  if 
they  can  secure  legislation.  There  is  n^- 
doubt  about  that.  What  has  been  the  re- 
sult of  all  this  finessing  and  delay?  The 


Arbitration  Bill,  which  was  said  by  the 
Government  to  be  so  urgent  as  to  bnxA  no 
delay,  is  almost  forgotten.  I  do  not 
know  how  many  weeks  have  passed  since  it 
was  laid  aside.  It  will  be  a  novelty  when 
it  comes  before  us  again.  We  shall  have 
to  refresh  our  memories  as  to  what  has 
taken  place.  We  have  been  thinking  about 
Capital  sites.  All  our  energy  and  mental 
activity  have  been  directed  towards  the 
various  places  suggested  for  the  Federal 
city.  We  were  told  previously  that  the 
Arbitrati<»i  Bill  was  a  measure  of  -the  very 
utmost  importance.  But  it  has  been  laid 
aside  for  weeks  together ;  and  only  yester- 
day were  we  given  copies  of  the  amend- 
ments to  be  moved  by  the  Government,  the 
most  important  of  which  we  had  already 
seen  in  the  newspapers  a  week  ago. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  rise  to  order.  I  wish 
to  know  whether  it  is  in  order  for  the  rignt 
honorable  member  to  discuss  Bills  

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.  —  The  Prime 
Minister  cannot  slop  me. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  do  not  wish  to  stop  ihf 
right  honorable  member.  He  can  argue  as 
long  as  he  likes  at  the  right  time.  Gtn 
he  is  not  going  to  be  allowed  to  run  this 
House.  Is  it  in  order  for  the  right  hon- 
orable member,  in  opposing  a  motion  for 
the  adjournment  of  the  House,  at  its  rising, 
until  Tuesday,  to  discuss  the  various  items 
upon  the  business-paper?  If  that  be  so, 
it  would  be  possible  for  an  honorable  mem- 
ber on  such  a  motion  to  discuss  the  whole 
business-paper  of  the  House.  I  contend 
that  he  can  make  only  incidental  reference 
to  the  business-paper. 

The  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.  —  The 
Prime  Minister  is  quite  correct.  The  righ^ 
hcmorable  member  for  Swan  would  not  be 
justified  in  debating  in  detail  any  of  the 
questions  to  which  he  has  referred.  But 
I  understand  that  he  is  now  giving  reasons 
as  to  why  he  thinks  the  House  should  not 
adjourn  over  Friday  until  Tuesday.  Of 
course,  references  to  the  work  that  might 
be  done  in  the  meantime  are  quite  admis- 
sible. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— It  seems  to  me 
that  my  remarks  do  not  find  much  fa^'our 
with  the  Government.  That  is  satisfac- 
tory, at  any  rate. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  shall  not  have  a  diance 
of  replying  unless  I  get  it  within  five 
minutes. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.  —  I  have  not 
very  much  more  to  say.  I  was  not  aware 
that  the  Prime  Minister  was  going  to 
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Sydney  to-night.  But  surely  the  few  simple 
words  that  I  am  using  could  be  replied  to 
by  another  Minister.  At  any  rate  I  must 
say  what  I  have  to  say,  even  if  the  Prime 
"Minister  has  to  leave  without  getting  an 
opportunity  to  reply.    This  party  

Mr.  Page. — Which  party? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  Labour 
Party.  That  party  is  desirous  of  hanging 
on  to  their  positicm  as  long  as  they  can.  I 
do  not  blame  them  for  that.  They  are 
generally  recognised  as  being  a  tenacious 
party.  Only  to-day  we  have  had  a  new 
cry  raised,  and  for  the  same  purpose,  viz., 
that  of  gaining  time.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bourke  has  interposed  with  a  mo- 
tion the  discussion  of  which  might  have 
been  continued  to-day.  But  no;  that  Is 
not  desired — delay  is  what  is  required. 

Mr.  Fisher, — The  motion  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bourke  is  private  mem- 
bers' business. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  situation 
is  now  getting  rather  serious.  The  sword 
is  about  to  fall.  So  a  new  diversion  is 
necessary,  and  the  battle  cry  at  the  last 
general  election,  "  fiscal  peace,"  is  attadced 
and  repudiated. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  right  honor- 
able member  must  mind  that  the  sword 
does  not  fall  on  his  own  head. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  think  it  is 
more  likely  to  fall  on  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's head. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  never  sold  myself 
in  any  way;  I  never  offered  myself  for 
sale. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.  -~  I  fear  the 
sword  will  fall  on  the  honorable  member's 
head  unless  he  is  very  careful.  I  do  not 
wish  10  see  that  happen,  because  I  have  a 
kindly  feeling  for  him. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— It  is  very  unkind 
of  the  right  honorable  member  to  keep  us 
from  leaving  when  he  knows  that  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  has  to  go  to  Sydney 
to-night. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  honorable 
member  can  leave,  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned. I  did  not  know  that  any  Com- 
mittee was  going  to  Sydney,  and  I  am  not 
going  to  be  influenced  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree by  that  consideration.  I  have  nearly 
finished;  but  I  intend  to  conclude  my  re- 
marks whether  the  homwable  member  stays 
or  does  not.  In  my  opinion,  the  prin- 
cipal object  of  the  Government  and  their 
supporters  is  to  gain  time,  because  the 
longer  the  business  is  delayed,  the  better 


chance  they  think  they  have  of  maintainin 
their  position.  I  do  not  think  that  they  wi 
succeed,  but  there  can  be  little  doubt  thj 
what  I  have  indicated  is  the  oie  object  the 
have  in  view.  The  question  is  asked  ov4 
and  over  again  why,  if  a  vote  of  want  c 
confidence  is  to  be  proposed,  a  motion 
not  submitted  at  mce.  All  I  know  is  thi 
ths  right  honorable  member  for  East  Syi; 
ney  has  been  waiting  for  weeks  for  a 
opportunity ;  but  the  Government  will  w 
clear  the  decks  for  action.  I  should  hal 
thought  that,  instead  of  asking  us  to  ceaa 
work  on  the  days  set  apart  for  the  sittini 
of  Parliament,  the  Govenmient,  knowin 
that  they  are  in  a  minority,  would  hav 
fell  it  their  duty  to  dispose  of  all  intei 
vening  business,  and  would  have  welcome 
a  decision  as  to  whether  they  had  the  cm 
fidence  of  this  House  or  not  at  the  earliei 
possible  moment. 

Mr.  Fisher. — ^The  right  honorabj 
gMitleman  apparently  wants  to  first  "spils 
the  guns  "  of  the  Government. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— What  the  Op 
position  want  is  a  fair  vote  of  the  Hous< 
I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt,  as  I  say 
that  the  Government  will  hold  cm  to  offio 
as  long  as  possible. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Just  as  the  righ 
honorable  member  did. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  am  glad  0 

these  interruptions,  which  only  show  tha 
the  supporters  of  the  Government  do  no 
like  honest  outspoken  criticism.  I  do  no 
see,  however,  why  I  should  be  interrupts 
in  this  manner,  though  if  the  honorabli 
members  like  to  interrupt,  and  you,  sir 
allow  them  to  do  so  

The  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— I  mus 
ask  honorable  members  to  refrain  frorr 
interrupting.  I  understand  that  it  is  th( 
desire  that  the  right  honorable  membei 
shall  conclude  his  remarks  as  early  a! 
possible ;  and  that  cannot  be  accoiD' 
plished  if  there  is  continual  interruption.  1 
ask  that  interjections  shall  cease  entirely. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— My  object  it 
rising  is  to  protest  against  repeated  ad 
journments  over  the  Friday,  which  art 
certainly  not  fair  to  those  of  us  who  conM 
from  distant  States,  and  who,  although  tfaeii 
have  private  business  to  transact,  are  quit< 
willing  to  de%*ote  a  reasonable  time  to  th« 
duties  of  this  House.  I  am  sure  that  the 
other  representatives  from  Western  Aus 
tralia,  Queensland,  and   Tasmania,  vbo 
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cannot  reach  their  homes  as  easily  as  can 
representatives  frcmi  the  States  nearer  to 
Victoria,  will  agree  with  me  in  my  protest 
against  three,  and  sometimes  four,  idle  days 
each  week.   Our  desire  is  that  the  work  of 
the  session  shall  be  cmtinued  and  com- 
pleted as  soon  as  possible,  so  that  we  may 
l>e  able  to  return  to  our  homes,  instead  of 
spending  so  much  time  fruitlessly  in  Mel- 
ttoume.    This  waste  of  time  is  unheard  of. 
I   am  not  referring  to  any  waste  of  time 
■while  the  House  is  actually   sitting,  be- 
cause I  know  that  every  honorable  member 
may  speak  as  he  likes,  subject  to  the  Stand- 
ing Orders.   My  protest  is  :^ainst  the  waste 
of  time  caused  by  adjoununents  over  what 
should  be  sitting  days.    It  would  appear 
to  be  almost  a  rule  now  that  the  House  shall 
adjourn  from  the  Thursday  evening  to  the 
Tuesday ;  but  such  a  policy  does  not  com- 
mend itself  to  representatives  from  distant 
States,  who  have  a  right  to  expect  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country   to  be  expeditiously 
transacted.    For  the  last  three  months  the 
Government  appear  to  have  been  doing  no- 
thing but  "mark  time;"  they  have  been 
waiting  for  "something  to  tuin  up;"  they 
have  been  willing  to  adjourn  at  any  and 
every  time  suggested,  and  they  have  post- 
poned the  Arbitration  Bill  because  it  was 
dangerous  to  their  political  existence,  and 
interposed  another,  which  was  not  so  much 
calculated  to  affect  their  position.  The 
present  /nanagement  of  the  Parliament  of 
the  country,  in  my  opinion,  is  scandalous, 
as  well  as  being  demoralizing  to  constitu- 
ticHial  govemm«it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume).— I  was 
not  previously  aware  that  so  wide  a  range 
of  debate  could  be  allowed  on  a  motion  for 
the  special  adjournment  of  the  House.  The 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan,  had  he 
made  inquiry,  might  have  leamt  that  the 
proposed  adjournment  is  not  at  the  instance 
of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Batchexas. — ^The  Government  pro- 
tested against  the  adjournment. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— One  reason  for 

th^  adjournment  is  that  the  Select  Commit- 
tee on  Electoral  Administration  desire 
to  bring  their  investigation  to  a  close, 
and  purpose  holding  a  meeting  in  Sydney 
to-morrow.  But  for  that  fact  I  myself 
should  have  remained  in  Melbourne.  I  be- 
lieve I  am  correct  in  saying  that  the  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney,  who  is 
the  leader  of  the  right  honorable  member 
for  Swan,  came  to  an  understanding  with 
the  Prime  Minister  that  there  should  be  an 


adjournment — it  was  an  understanding  ar- 
rived at  on.  the  suggestion  of  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  East  Sydney. 

Mr.  Watson. — Certainly,  it  was  at  the 
right  honorable  member's  suggestion.  The 
understanding  made  was  that  a  vote  on 
the  Capital  sites  question  should  not  be 
taken  until  Tuesday. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— There  can  be 
very  little  mtore  debate  on  ^the  Seat  of 
Government  Bill,  and  it  is  rather  anomalous 
that  a  lieutenant  of  the  leader  of  the  Op- 
position should,  after  an  arrangement  had 
been  arri%'ed  at  in  the  way  X  have  described, 
attack  the  Govemmient  for  carrying  out 
that  arrangement. 

Mr.  Batciielor. — It  would  appear  as  if 
there  were  "  too  many  captains  '*  on  the 
Opposition  side. 

Sir  John  Forrzst. — I  had  no  communi- 
cation with  anvbody  on  the  matter. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  right  hon- 
orable member  ought  to  have  communicated 
with  his  leader. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^Who  is  the  leader 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Hume? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  think 
that  the  right  honorable  member  has  on  this 
occasion  been  fair  to  the  Government,  con- 
sidering that  most  of  the  talking  last  night 
was  done  by  a  lieutenant  of  the  leader  of 
the  Opiwsition,  assisted  by  the  right  hon- 
orable member  himself.  If  there  has  been 
any  delay  during  this  week  it  must,  I  think, 
be  attributed  to  the  madiinations  of  the 
right  honorable  member,  who  certainly 
ought  not  to  blame  the  Government  for  tak- 
ing a  course  which  they  were  practically 
compelled  to  take  under  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Why  Cannot  the 
honorable  menit)er  let  the  Government  an- 
swer for  themselves  ? 

Mr.  WATSON  (Bland  —  Treasurer).— 
What  has  just  been  said  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Hume  is  absolutelv 
correct.  It  was  found  that  a  large 
number  of  honorable  members  proposed 
leaving  Melbourne  for  Sydney,  Ade- 
laide, and  elsewhere,  quite  independently  of 
the  members  of  the  Select  Committee  on 
Electoral  Administration;  and.  in  any  case, 
it  would  have  been  impossible  to  get  a 
quorum  to-morrow.  But  the  adjournment 
is  not  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Government ; 
it  has  been  arranged  simply  for  the  rea- 
son I  have  stated.  The  debate  on  the 
Seat  of  Government  Bill  is  prarticallv 
ended,  and  it  was  evident  that  if  the  House 
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met  to-morrow  the  vote  would  be  taken  in 
an  exceptionally  thin  House ;  and  I  am 
sure  that  would  not  meet  with  the  wishes 
of  any  honorable  member. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — If  k  had  been 
arranged  to  take  the  rate  to-morrow,  hon- 
orable members  would  have  been  here. 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  would  have  been 
practically  impossible  for  a  large  number 
of  honorable  members  to  be  here ;  and, 
unfortunately,  from  my  point  of  view, 
every  honorable  member  is  not  so  seized 
with  the  importance  of  selecting  the  Capi- 
tal site  as  to  allow  it  to  disarrange 
his  private  business..  "  Demoralizing," 
"scandalous,"  and  a  few  other  emphatic 
terms  have  been  applied  by  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan  to  the  present 
state  of  affairs.  It  is  most  extraordinary 
that  the  right  honorable  member  should 
have  been  content  to  sit  in  this  House  for 
three  months  past,  while  the  "  scandal " 
has  been  going  on,  and  should  do  nothing 
towards  challenging  the  position  of  the  Go- 
vernment. If  the  right  honorable  member 
and  any  other  members  of  the  Opposition 
object  to  the  present  Government,  let  them 
come  up  like  men,  as  it  is  their  duty  to 
their  constituents  to  do,  and  table  an  ad- 
verse motion.  What  is  most  demoralizing 
in  this  House  is  not  the  attitude  of  the 
Government,  but  the  continual  rumbling, 
and  muttering'  of  threats  by  the  right  hon- 
orable member  and  his  confreres  opposite. 
Thev  threaten  in  this  fashion,  but  do  no- 
thing, with  the  result  that  honorable  mem- 
bers are  kept  in  a  state  of  suspense,  not 
knowing  what  may  occur. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Why  did  the 
Prime  Minister  interiMse  the  Seat  of  Go- 
vernment Bill  during  the  consideration  of 
the  Arbitration  Bill? 

Jlr.  WATSON. — It  was  necessary  to 
have  a  little  time  in  order  to  consider  the 
Arbitraticwi  Bill. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— The  Government 
had  plenty  of  time  in  which  to  do  that. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Honorable  members  on 
the  other  side,  including  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat,  asked  the 
Government  to  consider  a  number  of  ab- 
struse questions  concerning  legal  interpre- 
tations; and  that  consideration  which  was 
necessar\'  could  not  be  given  to  the  mat- 
ter in  a  day.  However,  it  is  not  the 
fault  of  the  Government  that  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Seat  of  Government  Bill  has 
lasted  so  long.  Not  one  member  of  the 
Ministry  has  spoken  during  the  debate,  and, 


I  believe,  only  one  or  two  Government  sup- 
porters have  addressed  themselves  to  the 
merits  of  the  various  suggested  sites. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— The  Prime  Minister 
must  have  known  that  the  consideration  cf 
the  Bill  would  take  a  long  time. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman.— The  BUI  is  sf* 
amportant  that  a  month  might  be  well  spent 
in  its  consideration. 

Mr.  WATSON.— That  may  be;  but  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan  has  no 
right  to  complain  that  the  Government  have 
delayed  matters. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — My  complaint  is 
that  a  new  Bill  was  interposed  in  order  lo 
gain  time. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  Federal  Capiul 
question  on  the  last  occasion  took  four 
davs  to  decide,  and  the  Government  were 
justified  in  expecting  that  no  more  time 
would  be  occupied  on  the  present  occasion. 
It  is  open  to  the  right  honorable  member, 
or  any  one  else  with  authority  from  the 
members  of  the  Opposition,  to  lake  steps 
at  the  earliest  possible  mcMnent  to  end  the 
present  position,  if  that  position  does  not 
suit  honorable  members  opposite.  The 
Opposition  talk  of  the  Government  being 
in  a  minority ;  but  I  deny  that  that  is  so- 
If,  however,'  that  is  the  belief  of  honorable 
members,  let  them  take  the  usual  Parlia- 
mentary means  of  demonstrating  the  fact. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

PAPERS. 

Mr.  WATSON  laid  upon  the  table  the 

following  papers: — 

Amendments  of  Financial  and  Allowance  rrgu- 
lations,  and  of  regulations  reLiting  to  Rifle  Clubs, 
dated  23rd  July,  1904. 

SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT  BILL. 

In  Committee  (Consideration  resumed 
from  3rd  August,  vidt  page  3876): 

Clause  2  (Determination  of  Seat  of  Go- 
vernment). 

Mr.  FULLER  (Illawarra).- 1  am  ver>' 
glad  that  the  Government  ha\*e  afforded 
the  Committee  an  opportunity  to  finish 
the  debate  on  this  question  to-night, 
in  order  that  a  vote  may  be  taken 
on  Tuesdav  next.  I  think  that  we  must 
all.  under  the  circumstances,  agree  with  the 
action  of  the  Government  in  connexion 
with  the  adjournment  over  to-morrow.  I 
certainly  agree  with  it.  During  the  last 
Parliament  I  spnke  at  considerable  length 
on  the  question  of  the  Federal  Capital  site 
and  made  a  comparison  between  the  vari- 
ous sites  submitted  at  the  time.  Having 
already  made  up  my  mind  as  to  the  site 
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ior  which  I  shall  rate,  and  believing  that 
n'-ost  honorable  members  have  also  made 
lip  their  minds  on  the  question,  I  do  not 
now  propose  to  enter  at  length  upon  a  com- 
parison of  the  advantages  of  the  various 
loLTilities  under  review.  I  have  given  every 
consideration  to  the  question,  and,  unlike 
some  honorable  members,  I  have  taken  an 
opportunity  to  visit  e\'ery  one  of  the  sites 
^vith  the  exception  of  the  last,  which  has 
\  leen  suggested  at,  I  think,  a  rather  late 
hour,  and  from  the  first  I  took  the  objec- 
tion to  that  site  that,  being  right  on  the 
southern  border  of  New  South  Wales,  its 
selection  would  be  outside  the  understand- 
ing entered  into  with  the  people  of  New 
S')uth  Wales.  That  I  shall  presently  endea- 
vour to  show.   I  shall  ask  the  special  atten- 
tion of  the  honorable  member  for  Gipps- 
land  to  what  I  propose  to  say  about  Bom- 
l>ala ;  I  think  that  the  selection  of  Tooma, 
Kombaia,  or  any  other  place  situated  on 
the  southern  border  of  New  South  Wales, 
would  practically  create  a  buffer  State  be- 
tween Victoria  and  New  South  Wales,  and 
that  that  would  be  outside  the  terms  of  the 
arrangement  as  put  before  the  people  of 
New  South  Wales  when  the  referendum 
was  taken  on  the  Commonwealth  Bill  in 
1899. 

Mr.  McLean. — If  that  view  is  correct, 
should  not  the  Constitution  have  provided 
for  a  limit  from  the  border  as  well  as  a 
limit  from  Sydney? 

Mr.  FULLER. — Quite  so;  it  would  have 
l-een  better  if  it  had  contained  such  a  provi- 
sion. But  I  shall  ask  the  honorable  member 
directly  to  listen  to  what  was  put  before 
the  people  of  New  South  Wales,  not  only 
by  the  leaders  of  the  Federal  movement 
and  the  ad\'ocates  of  the  Commonw-a'th 
Bill,  but  also  by  those  who  were  leading 
the  movement  in  opposition,  and  who  were 
"known  af  the  time  as  "  Anti-Billites."  The 
statement  put  before  the  people  of  New 
South  Wales  at  that  time  by  the  leaders  of 
l>n!h  movements  was  that  the  Federal  Capi- 
lal  should  be  established  within  a  reason- 
able distance  of  Sydney,  and  that  it  should 
be  in  such  a  position  that  Sydney  would  be 
its  port.  I  do  not  propose  to  deal  with  the 
statements  made  by  the  lesser  lights  who 
^oilowed  the  leaders  of  both  movements, 
)>ut.  contenting  myself  with  the  observations 
of  the  leaders.  I  am  sure  that  I  can  satisfy 
the  honorable  member  for  Gippsland  that 
mv  contention  in  this  matter  is  substantially 
mrrect.  Some  honorable  members  are  par- 
tirularly  touchy  with  respect  to  promises,  or 


supposed  promises,  made  before  Federation 
was  agreed  ta  I  refer  especially  to  honor- 
able members  who  represent  Western  Aus- 
tralia.   We  have  had  the  right  honorable 

member  for  S  wan,  and  other  honorable 
members  from  that  State,  telling  us  that  a 
promise  was  given  to  the  people  of  Western 
Australia  that  if  they  agreed  to  come  into 
the  Federation  they  should  have  a  Trans- 
continental Railway  to  ccmnect  that  State 
with  the  Eastern  States. 

Mr.  Carpenter. — Would  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  vote  for  it  ? 

Mr.  FULLER.— I  shall  consider  that 
question  when  it  is  brought  forward.  What 
I  ask  of  honorable  members  from  Western 
Australia  at  the  present  time  is  that,  if  I 
am  able  to  show  that  a  promise  was  made 
by  the  leaders  of  the  Federal  movement  in 
New  South  Wales  that  the  Federal  Capital 
should  be  established  at  a  reasonable  dis- 
t.ance  from  Sydney,  and  in  such  a  position 
that  Sydney  would  be  its  port,  they  will  give 
that  fact  careful  consideration  when  decid- 
ing upon  the  site  for  which  they  will  vote. 
It  has  been  contended  by  various  honorable 
members  from  New  South  Wales  that,  be- 
cause that  State  must  give  the  lerritory  re- 
quired, and  for  other  reasons,  the  people  of 
that  State  are  entitled  to  some  substantial 
gain.  As  I  took  a  fair  amount  of  interest 
in  opposing  the  Commonwealth  Bill,  I 
am  aware  that  a  large  number  of  people  in 
various  districts  in  New  South  Wales  were 
largely  influenced  in  the  votes  they  gave  in 
connexion  with  Federation  by  a  considera- 
tion of  the  position  in  which  they  were  given 
to  understand  the  Federal  Capital  would  be 
estaiilished.  When  it  was  known  thai  as 
the  result  of  the  Premiers'  Conference  the 
Federal  Capital  was  to  be  established  in 
New  South  Wales,  and  they  were  given  to 
understand  by  the  leaders  of  the  Federal 
movement  that  it  would  be  within  a  rea- 
sonable distance  of  Sydney,  that  had  a 
material  influence  upon  the  number  of  votes 
cast  for  the  Commonwealth  Bill  in  the 
referendum  taken  in  1899.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Eden-Monaro,  in 
advocating  the  Southern  Monaro  site 
last  evening,  said  that  we  required 
a  gateway  to  the  sea  for  the  Fede- 
ral Capital.  The  gateway  to  the  sea  put 
before  the  people  of  New  South  Wales  was 
the  port  of  Sydney.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  promise  made  to  the  people 
of  that  State  was  that  Svdney  should  be 
the  port  of  the  Federal  Capital,  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Eden-Monaro,  and 
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other  honorable  members  who  agree  with 
him  in  supporting  a  Southern  Monaro  site, 
and  in  advocating  another  gateway  to  the 
Federal  Capital,  are  departing  from  the 
understanding  submitted  to  the  people  of 
New  South  Wales,  that  Sydney  was  to  be 
the  port  of  the  Federal  Capital. 

Mr.  McLean. — Does  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  think  that  any  one  has 
the  power  or  the  right  to  promise  anything 
that  was  not  contained  in  the  Constitution, 
either  in  regard  to  a  railway  to  Western 
Australia,  or  anything  else? 

Mr.  FULLER.— I  do  not;  but  I  say 
that  the  leaders  of  the  Federal  movement 
put  the  position  before  the  people  of  Xew 
South  Wales  in  a  certain  way.  A  distinct 
promise,  in  the  terms  I  have  stated,  was 
made  to  the  New  South  Wales  people  by  Sir 
Edmund  Barton,  the  Honorable  R.  E. 
O'Connor,  the  Right  Honorable  G.  H.  Reid, 
and  others  leading  the  Federal  movement, 
and  honorable  members  representing  New 
South  Wales  constituencies  should,  at  all 
events,  stand  by  it.  But  in  this 
Chamber  we  have  some  honorable  members 
from  New  South  Wales  prepared  to  vote 
absolutely  in  opposition  to  the  prcniise; 
we  even  have  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume  ready  to  TOte  against  the  distinct 
statement  which  he  himself  made  to  the 
people  of  Sydney  and  of  New  South  Wales, 
when  speaking  at  Waverley  in  1899.  I 
propose  to  quote  the  honorable  gentleman's 
observations  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  Page. — Does  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  contend  that  the  Conunittee 
should  be  bound  by  the  promises  of  those 
individuals  ? 

Mr.  FULLER. — I  do  not  contend  that 
for  a  moment.  All  I  say  is  that  promises 
were  made  to  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales  by  the  leaders  of  the  Federal  move- 
ment, and  that  when  those  promises  are 
submitted  to  honorable  members  in  the 
words  used  bv  the  persons  who  made  them, 
they  should  be  given  fair  consideration.  I 
do  not  for  a  moment  contend  that  honor- 
able members  of  this  Committee  are  bound 
by  promises  made  by  Sir  Edmund  Barton, 
by  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney,  or  by  any  other  man  ;  but  I  hope 
that  honorable  members  from  all  the  States 
will  take  these  matters  into  consideration 
when  deriding  the  site  for  the  Capi- 
tal. T  find  that  Sir  Edmund  Barton 
s^joke,  in  support  of  the  adoption  of 
the  Commonwealth  Bill  by  the  people 
of  Xew  South  Wales,  in  the  Temperance 


Hall,  Sydney,  on  the  ist  May,  1899.  1 
r!ght  honorable  member  for  East  Sydn 
and  a  large  number  of  other  Federal! 
were  present  at  the  meeting,  and,  fr 
their  silence,  I  presume  they  agreed  ft 
the  expressions  used  by  Sir  Edmund  B 
ton  on  that  occasion.  The  right  honoral 
gentleman  said — 

I  am  perfectly  tatisfied  that  the  Federal  Ca 
tal  will  always  be  io  such  a  place  that  Sydi 
will  be  the  trading  port. 

That  was  the  position  put  before  the  peoi 
of  New  South  Wales  by  the  leader  of  1 
Federal  movement. 

Mr.  Crouch. — That  was  before  the  rij 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney  h 
agreed  to  the  exclusion  of  Svdnev. 

Mr.  FULLER.— No.  the  honoral 
and  learned  member  will  pardon  me.  Ti 
meeting  was  held  about  three  weeks  befi 
the  referendum  was  taken  in  1899,  a 
after  the  right  honorable  member  for  E, 
Sydne\*  had  agreed,  in  conference  with  1 
Premiers  of  the  other  States,  to  the  ic 
miles  limit  from  Sydney.  Speaking 
Marrickville.  a  little  later,  on  13th  Jui 
Sir  Edmund  Barton  said — 

Wherever  the  Federal  Capital  was  placed  S3 
ney  must  be  the  trading  pott  of  the  Capit.-il. 

Those  are  very  strong  expressions  from  i 
leader  of  the  Federal  movement,  and,  nal 
rally,  the  people  of  New  South  Waf 
attached  very  great  importance  to  what  w 
said  by  the  right  honorable  gentleniiin 
that  occasion.  I  find  that  the  present  > 
Justice  O'Connor,  who  was  one  of  the  pi 
minent  supporters  of  the  Federal  movem^ 
in  New  South  Wales,  speaking  at  Balms 
on  15th  June.  1899,  in  connexion  with  t 
Federal  Capital,  said — 

The  Capital  being  fixed  in  New  South  WjI 
a  vast  advantage  must  accrue  to  Sydney. 

These  quotatiois  surely  show  that  th» 
leading  representatives  of  the  Federal  moi 
ment  fully  believed,  wished  the  peof 
of  New  South  Wales  to  believe,  a: 
induced  them  to  believe,  that 
the  Federal  Capital  was  established  .Sv 
ney  would  be  its  trading  port,  and  tY 
Sydney  and  New  South  Wales  would  neci 
sarily  get  some  advantage  from  the  arranf 
ment.  The  right  honorable  member  i 
East  Sydney,  speaking  on  ifith  June.  iSij 
at  Goulburn,  referred  to  this  matter  in  ^ 
following  words: — 

I  am  not  saving  this  to-night  to  please  vowJ 
snid  it  in  February  Inst,  wlien  comin!;  thro  ' 
Albury.    Thev  aslced  me  if  the  Cnpitnl  wu 
be  there,  and  I  said  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  w( 
be  on  the  Southern  line,  a  little  below  Goull 
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I>ther  members  of   the   right  honorable 
Dtleman's  administration,  including  the 
k^ostmaster-General  of  New  South  Wales 
the  time,  and  a  number  of  prcxninent  men 
artd  members  of  Parliament  in  New  South 
VVales.  made  use  ot   similar  expressions. 
'X'his  ail  goes  to  show  that  the  idea  in  the 
minds  of  those  gentlemen,  and  the  idea 
•which  they  desired  to  convey  to  the  people 
of  New  South  Wales,  was  that  the  Federal 
<jrapital  was  to  be  established  in  such  a  posi- 
t  ion  that  Sydney  would  be  its  port,  and 
that  New  South  Wales,  in  that  way,  would 
derive  some  distinct  advantage  from  the 
establishment  of  the  Capital  within  that 
State.    I  have  given  quotations  from  the 
leading  "  Billites  "  in  N'ew  South  Wales  at 
the  time  of  the  referendum.  But  it  was  not 
only  the  "  Billites,"  but  also  the  "  anti- 
l^illites"  of  whom  the  honorable  member 
for  Hume  was  (me  of  the  leaders,  who  put 
this  view  before  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales.    I    point   out,   in   passing,  that 
the   honorable  member  for   Hume  went 
so     far    as    to    say    that    in  conse- 
<juence     of     Eden-Bombala     being  so 
far  south,  it  was  entirely  out  of  range, 
and  could  not  be  taken  into  consideration 
at  all.   We  find  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man is  now  advocating  the  selection  of 
Tooma,  which  is  right  on  the  southern  bor- 
der of  New  South  Wales,  and  which  is  fur- 
ther south  e\'en  than  Dalgety.  As  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  "  anti-Billite  "  party  in  New 
South   Wales,    the   honorable  gentleman 
made  use  of  expressions  in  connexicm  with 
the  position  of  the  Federal  Capital  very 
similar  to  those  made  use  of  by  advocates 
of  the  Bill.    Speaking  here  the  other  night, 
the  honorable  gentleman  said  that  we  should 
not  be  building  this  Capital  for  the  present, 
but  for  the  future,  and  that  we  should 
look  forward  to  the  time  when  the  popula- 
tion of  Australia  would  be  very  much 
greater  than  it  is  at  present.   He  contended 
that  in  fixing  the  site  of  the  Federal  Capi- 
tal we  should  take  that  into  consideiation, 
in  order  that  it  might  be  established  as 
near  as  possible  to  the  centre  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  Commonwealth.  In  making  these 
obser^'ations  the  honorable  gentleman  was 
advocating  the  selection  of  the  Tumut  dis- 
trict, embracing  the  three  sites  of  Tumut, 
Batlow,  and  the  new  site  at  Tooma;  but 
on  31st  ^[ay,  1899,  speaking  in  Sydney  at 
Waverlev,  the  honorable  goitleman  took  a 
%-erv  different  view  as  to  where  the  centre 
of  populaticm  was  likely  to  be.  The  l»Hior- 
able  gentleman  spoke  at  that  time,  not  with 
a  view  to  pleasing  his  constituents,  but  as 


a  leader  of  the  great  movement  in  New 
South  Wales  in  opposition  to  the  C(x)stitu< 
tion  Bill.    He  said  — 

The  excess  of  population  in  the  Colony  in 
future  would  be  to  the  north  of  Sydney,  and  Dot 
to  the  aouth  of  it,  and  the  Capital  should  be 
placed  at  Armidale  or  somewhere  in  that  direc- 
tion. 

Mr.  McWiLLUHS. — ^Who  said  that? 

Mr.  FULLER.— The  honorable  member 
for  Hume,  when  speaking  on  the  Constitu- 
tion Bill  at  Waveriey  in  1899. 

Mr.  Page. — The  scene  has  changed  since 
then. 

Mr.  Robinson. — ^The  honorable  gentle- 
man has  found  a  new  omstituency  since 
then. 

Mr.  FULLER. — The  scene  has  changed ; 
and  the  honorable  gentleman  is  now  advo- 
cating the  selection  of  a  site  which  is  as 
remote  fran  Sydney  as  any  site  in  New 
South  Wales  can  possibly  be.  He  referred 
to  the  matter  again  on  31st  May,  1899, 
when  speaking  at  Sydney.  .The  honorable 
gentleman  was  then  strongly  advocating 
the  claims  of  Sydney  as  the  Capital  of 
Australia.    He  said — 

Perhaps  there  might  be  something  in  the  argu- 
ment that  Sydney  should  not  be  the  Capital. 
Still,  we  had  a  right  for  the  CapiUl  to  be 
placed  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  the  metro- 
polis of  New  South  Wales. 

It  has  been  the  subject  of  keen  remark  in 
New  South  Wales,  and  has  come  as  a 
shock  to  the  electors  of  that  State  who 
heard  the  honorable  member  for  Hume  say 
a  few  years  back  that  if  the  Seat  of  Go- 
vernment (X)uld  not  be  in  Sydney  it  should 
be  within  reasoiable  distance  of  that  me- 
tropolis, to  find  that  he  is  now  endeavour- 
ing to  have  it  placed  on  the  southern  border 
of  the  State,  and  as  far  from  Sydney  as 
is  possible. 

Mr.  Kelly.  —  The  phrase  "  reasonable 
distance "  is  used  in  the  resolution  of  the 
Premiers.  They  resolved  that  the  Capi- 
tal should  be  within  reascxiable  distance  of 
Sydney. 

Mr.  FULLER.— Quite  so;  but  I  do  not 
wish  to  go  over  ground  already  traversed. 
The  matters  with  which  I  have  dealt  are 
matters  to  which  no  other  honorable  member 
has  referred.  Sir  Edmund  Barton,  Mr. 
Justice  O'Connor,  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney,  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume,  were  four  of  the  most 
prominent  speakers  for  and  against  the  Fe- 
deral movement  in  New  South  Wales,  and 
they  imdoubtedly  led  the  oeople  of  that 
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State  to  believe  that  the  Seat  of  Government 
of  the  iCommonwealth  would  be  placed 
within  a  reasonable  distance  of  Sydney, 
and  that  Sydney  would  be  its  port.  Every 
elector  in  the  mother  State  who  took  any 
interest  in  the  matter  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  Federal  Capital  would  be 
so  placed.  Therefore  I  ask  honorable 
members  to  bear  that  fact  in  mind,  and, 
while  giving  full  consideration  to  the 
merits  of  the  various  proposed  sites,  see 
that  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales  are  not  ignored.  In  my  opinion, 
the  Lake  George  site  is  the  best  that  has 
yet  been  proposed,  and  when  the  last  bal- 
lot was  taken,  I,  with  another  honorable 
member,  voted  for  it.  That  site  is  almost 
midway  between  the  great  cities  of  Sydney 
and  Melbourne,  and  easily  accessible  by 
railway,  because  it  is  close  to  the  main  line 
which  connects  them.  It  also  possesses 
an  advantage  which  no  other  site 
has,  inasmuch  as  it  fronts  a  large 
sheet  of  water,  while  its  climate  is  equal 
to  that  of  any  of  the  other  proposed  sites. 
The  selection  of  that  site  would  have  car- 
ried out  the  representations  made  to  the 
people  of  New  South  Wales,  and  would 
have  fallen  in  with  what  was  said  on  the 
subject  by  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Adelaide.  Unfortunately,  however,  the 
Lake  George  site  was  inspected  imder  con- 
diticHis  which  did  not  give  it  a  fair  chance. 
We  were  taken  to  the  worst  part  of  the  site 
— to  one  end  of  the  lake  which,  after  ten 
years'  drought,  was  almost  dry ;  and  the 
day  was  a  bad  one,  so  that  the  place  was 
seen  under  every  disadvantage.  Appar- 
ently the  site  is  now  out  of  the  running, 
and  under  these  circumstances  the  next  best 
site  is,  in  my  opinion,  Lyndhurst.  Syd- 
ney would  certainly  be  the  port  of  the 
Federal  Capital  if  Lyndhurst  were  chosen, 
and  that  site  has  at]  the  necessary  advan- 
tages of  climate,  accessibility,  and  so  forth. 
I  am,  therefore,  anxious  that  the  Lynd- 
hurst site  shall  be  chosen,  and  I  ask  hon- 
orable members  in  dealing  with  this  mat- 
ter to  give  fair  and  honest  consideration  to 
the  fact  that  a  great  many  of  the  electors 
of  New  South  Wales  who  voted  for  the 
acceptance  of  the  Constitution  were  led  to 
do  so  on  the  representations  of  Sir  Edmund 
Barton,  Mr.  Justice  O'Connor,  the  honor- 
able member  for  Hume,  and  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  East  Sydney,  which  I 
have  already  quoted. 

Mr.  CARPENTER  (Fremantle).— Be- 
fore beginning  my  remarks  on  the  Bill,  I 
should  like  to  answer  the  criticism  which 


has  been  passed  on  the  action  of  the  G 
vernment  in  bringing  the  measure  forw^ 
for  discussion  before  the  Conciliation  aj 
Arbitration  Bill  had  been  finally  dei 
with.  That  criticism  appears  to  me  ve 
unjust,  in  view  of  the  events  of  the  li 
three  months.  , 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  determinatj 
of  the  Seat  of  Government  is  the  quest) 
before  the  Conmiittee. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— I  shall  allq 
only  briefly  to  the  matter  with  which  I  ) 
dealing.  We  had  a  change  of  Govei 
ment,  and  it  taxed  the -energies  of  i 
Prime  Minis^r  to  the  utmost  to  meet  1 
various  objections  raised  against  the  pi 
visions  of  the  Conciliation  and  Arbitral! 
Bill.  His  continuous  application  fina 
caused  him  to  become  unwell,  and  un< 
the  drcumstances,  he  was  quite  juslifi| 
when  a  stage  in  the  consideration  of  (1 
Bill  in  Committee  had  been  finished,  in  a| 
ing  honorable  members  to  go  on  with  I 
discussion  of  another  measure,  while  | 
Government  considered  the  amendme 
made  in  the  Conciliation  Bill.  Althou 
coming  from  a  distant  State,  and  althoil 
it  is  to  my  advantage  to  have  the  bit 
ness  of  Parliament  conducted  in  ; 
short  a  time  as  possible,  I  have  I 
sympathy  with  the  dejection  which  1 
been  raised  to  the  action  of  the  <i 
vernment  in  bringing  forward  the  Seat  I 
Government  Bill.  I  believe  that  had  oil 
legislation  been  introduced,  their  acti 
would  not  have  been  criticised,  but  in  a 
case,  we  do  not  wish  to  be  enabled  to 
turn  quickly  to  our  homes  by  overwork! 
those  who  hold  Ministerial  office.  Whal 
have  to  say  in  regard  to  the  proposed  si 
is  not  very  much.  I  believe  that  no  va 
will  be  changed  by  ihe  discussion  of  il 
clause.  Every  lionorable  monber  who 
dealt  with  ttie  subjert  has  treated  it  q 
ferently,  but  most  of  them  have  viewed 
wholly  from  the  stand-point  of  the  St-i 
from  which  they  come.  I  do  not  bla 
them  for  doing  so.  But  I  claim  the  ri| 
to  deal  with  it  in  the  same  wav,  particulj 
as  the  State  which  I  represent  received! 
consideration  whatever  in  the  earlv  st3| 
of  this  matter.  I  take  exception,  howev 
to  tvio  sets  of  arguments  which  have  bt 
used  by  honorable  members.  In  the  li 
place,  I  think  that  it  would  be  disastri 
to  approach  the  consideraticm  of  the  qi) 
tion  from  what  I  may  call  the  extrd 
Kyabram  stand-point,  which  was  emphasii 
bv  the  honorable  and  learned  member  i 
Wannon.  ^^n\r> 
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^Ir.  Tudor. — Kyabram  is  dead. 
Mr.  CARPENTER.— I  am  aware  of 
t^at  -  but  its  ghost  still  lives,  and  a  few  hon- 
>rat»le  members,  especially  representatives 
>f    Victoria,  are  alvfays  ready  to  bring  it 
->efore  us.    I  hope  that  parsimonious  ideas 
will   not  take  possession  of  the  minds  of 
honorable  members  in  connexion  with  the 
t>tiilding  of  the  Federal  Capita!.    I  would 
rather  see  the  matter  delayed  for  fifty  or 
100  years  than  have  a  cheap  and  nasty 
l>lace  erected,  in  accordance  with  the  ideas 
ot"   Kvabram.    We  can  afford  to  wait  for 
our  Capital,  but  we  cannot  afford  to  dis- 
t^race  the  country  by  building  a  city  of  tin 
shanties.  Let  us  erect  a  city  of  which  those 
who  ctxne  after  us  will  be  proud.    I  do 
not  blame  honorable  members  for  dealing 
with  the  subject  fnnn  the  local  point  of 
view.    We  were  sent  here  to  represent  par- 
ticular districts  and  States,  and  we  cannot 
forget  the  fact,  no  matter  how  much  we  try. 
But,  in  dealing  with  a  great  national  ques- 
tion such  as  this,  parochial  interests  must 
be  left  out  of  view.    At  the  present  time 
only  the  fringe  of  this  great  country  is 
populated,  but  I  believe  that  in  the  future 
the  whole  of  Australia  will  be  settled.  In 
my  opinion.  Central  Australia  will  in  future 
carry  a  \tT\  big  population,  and  coming 
generations  will  wonder  why  we  were  so 
short-sighted  in  fixing  the  site  of  the  Fede- 
ral Capital  as  to  consider  only  the  existing 
population  on  the  coast. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
l«r  think  that  the  centre  of  Australia  i* 
capable  of  carrying  a  large  rural  popula- 
tion? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— Certainly  I  do. 
To  my  mind  there  is  no  doubt  about  it. 

Mri  McWiLLiAHS. — In  that  case  the 
future  generation  must  be  constructed  like 
camels,  and  able  to  go  for  a  week  without 
water. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— I  think  that  the 
experience  of  other  places  has  shown  that 
the  settlement  of  Central  Australia  is  more 
than  probable.    I  am  with  those  honorable 

members  who  contend  that  the  Federal 
Capital  should  be  centrally  situated.  But 
ideas  on  the  subject  appear  very  vague,  and 
verv  much  at  variance  with  actual  facts. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Port  Augusta  is  the 
true  centre. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— If  the  matter  is 
to  be  looked  at  from  the  Australian  stand- 
point, the  Capital  should  be  placed  as  near 
to  the  western  borders  of  New  South  Wales 
as  is  possible.  Of  course,  the  matter  has 
hitherto  been  argued  only  with  regard  to 


the  present  location  of  population.  It  is 
strange  that  honorable  members  have  lost 
sight  of  the  fact  that  during  the  last  ten  or 
twelve  years  the  trend  of  population  has 
been  altogether  away  from  the  more  popu- 
lous States.  Not  only  hcmorable  members, 
but  also  the  representatives  of  the  States  at 
the  Convention,  overlooked  the  important 
fact  that  population  was  trending  west- 
wards. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — And  north- 
wards. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— I  shall  give  the 
figures  for  the  Northern  States.  Accord- 
ing to  Coghlan,  during  the  period  from 
1891  to  1902 — twelve  years — Victoria  lost 
by  excess  of  emigration  over  immigratipn 
'  23,855  people.  South  Australia  lost 
21,142,  and  Tasmania  1*895 — suppose  it 
had  not  any  more  to  lose.  New  South 
Wales  gained  16,155,  Queensland  18,675, 
and  Western  Australia  145,165.  Thus 
the  gain  of  Western  Australia  wa& 
four  times  greater  than  that  of  all  the  other 
States  combined.  These  figures  show  that 
Western  Australia  has  been  entirely  over- 
looked. I  know  that  it  is  now  too  late  to 
remedy  the  mistake  that  has  been  made.  I 
find  that  the  population  per  square  mile 
in  New  South  Wales  is  4'53.  as  contrasted 
with  i3"78  in  Victoria.  When  honorable 
members  who  represent  the  mother  State 
are  speaking  of  Sydney  as  the  hub  of  the 
universe,  they  should  remember  that  there 
is  something  to  be  said  in  favour  of  estab- 
lishing the  Federal  Capital  in  a  localitv 
to  the  southward  of  Sydney,  inasmuch 
as  the  population  of  Victoria  is  three  times 
as  dense  as  that  of  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — ^What  about  the  Panama 
Canal  ? 

!Mr.  McLean. — What  about  the  Ency- 
clofadia  Briiannica  f 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— It  is  rather  early 
to  consider  the  possible  effects  of  the 
Panama  Canal  upon  Australian  trade.  Al- 
though I  admit  that  we  cannot  alter  what 
has  been  done,  I  hare  always  objected  to 
the  manner  in  wluch  the  question  of  the 
Federal  Capital  was  dealt  with  at  the  Pre- 
miers' Conference.  That  was  a  secret 
meeting,  and  only  those  who  were  present 
j  know  exactly  what  happened.  In  spite  of 
I  all  our  inquiries,  all  we  can  ascertain  is 
that  there  was  a  lot  of  haggling  and 
bargaining.  We  are  told  that  the  repre- 
sentative of  New  South  Wales  insisted  upon 
provision  being  made  in  the  Constitution 
for  the  establishment  of  the  J^ederal  Capital 
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in  New  South  Wales.  The  Victorian  re- 
presentatira  said  that  if  that  were  insisted 
upon  that  be  would  see  to  it  that  the  Capi- 
tal was  not  established  anywhere  near  Svd- 
ney,  and  in  spite  of  the  protests  of  the 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney, 
the  historical  roo-mile  limit  was  imposed — 
a  stipulation  at  which  future  generations 
will  laugh. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMs.— The  present  genera- 
tion is  laughing  al  it. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— It  is  enough  to 
make  people  laugh.  It  would  have  been 
preferable  to  have  the  matter  left  for 
settlenent  by  the  people  of  Australia.  I 
believe  that  if  we  had  had  a  perfectly 
free  hand  we  should  have  selected  a  site 
somewhere  <»i  the  borders  of  New  South 
Wales.  As  matters  stand,  however,  we 
cannot  do  justice  to  the  subject,  because 
we  have  to  observe  hampering  ccmditions, 
which  prevent  us  from  doing  that  which  we 
conceive  to  be  best.  I  have  visited  all  the 
proposed  sites,  and  have  honestly  tried, 
apart  altogether  from  my  predilections, 
and  certainly  free  from  local  bias>  to  decide 
which  is  the  best  site.  Z  shall  refer  only 
to  the  three  sites  which  are  regarded  as 
having  a  chance  of  selection.  I  went  to 
Lyndhurst  expecting  to  find  a  much  better 
tract  of  country.  I  was  disappointed, 
after  hearing  so  much  in  praise  of  that 
site  from  the  representatives  of  New  South 
Wales,  to  find  a  dry,  dreary,  barren  pro- 
spect, with  nothing  whatever  to  make  it 
attractive.  The  land  appeared  to  me  to 
be  of  only  second  or  third-rate  quality,  and 
I  saw  no  vegetation  except  in  the  form  of 
dried  grass  or  Scotch  thistles. 

Mr.  D.  A.  Thomson.  —  The  Scotch 
thistles  would  be  an  indication  of  good 
land. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— Yes;  but  these 
thistles  were  dead.  Even  the  hares  and 
rabbits  there  seemed  to  be  more  miserable 
than  those  to  be  found  in  other  parts  of 
the  country.  In  the  Bombala  district  I 
saw  more  than  one  site  that  would  be  suit- 
able for  a  very  fine  city.  I  think  that  the 
district  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  having 
two  or  three  eligible  sites.  The  desirable- 
ness of  having  a  Federal  port  led  me,  in 
the  first  instance,  to  give  my  adhesion  to 
the  Bombala  district.  I  regard  as  of  the 
highest  importance  the  question  of  pro- 
viding an  outlet  by  sea,  so  that  the  Com- 
monwealth Government  shall  not  be  con- 
fined within  the  borders  of  anv  one  Stat& 
I  am  afraid   that,    if   we  tie  ourselves 


up    within   the   borders   of  New  So 
Wales,  and  thus  place  ourselves  at 
mercy  of  that  State — I  use  the  term 
visedly — as  to  means  of  ingress  and  egr 
the  time  may  come  "when  we  shall  rq 
our  action. 

Mr.  DuoALD  Thomson. — ^The  hcmorj 
member  is  exhibiting  a  fine  Federal  spii 

Mr.  CARPENTER.-—  My  attitude 
only  in  keeping  with  the  iFederal  s; 
which  has  been  shown  in  this  ChamI 
The  representatives  of  New  South  W; 
are  not  displaying  a  very  good  spirit 
wards  the  rest  of  Australia.  Althoi 
they  are  assured  by  the  terms  of  the  C 
stitution  that  the  Federal  Capital  shall 
located  within  New  South  Wales,  they 
now  dainung  that  they  have  the  right 
name  the  district  in  whidi  it  should 
situated,  and  the  extent  of  territory-  wl" 
shall  be  acquired  by  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Why  does 
the  honorable  member  object  to  the  S 
of  Government  being  in  Melbourne,  see 
that  we  are  at  the  mercy  of  Victoria? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— The  question 
meeting  here  for  a  time  is  entirely  diffet 
from  that  of  establishing  the  perman 
Seat  of  Government  of  the  Commonweal 
Of  the  sites  in  the  Bombala  district,  that 
Dalgety  appealed  to  me  as  being  the  tx 
chiefly  on  account  of  its  pictures<iueiM 
I  am  not  given  to  raving  alx>ut  beauii 
scenery,  although  I  appreciate  it  as  idi 
us  roost  men.  If  we  are  to  build 
Capital  in  the  Bombala  districtt  it  wo 
be  a  pity  to  overlook  the  Dalgety  site,  v 
its  fine  background  of  mountains  and 
Snowy  River  flowing  around  three  sic 
When  I  went  to  the  Tumut  district,  h( 
ever,  I  was  forced,  much  as  I  liked  D 
gety,  to  award  the  palm  to  Welarega 
It  has  all  the  advantages  possessed  by  D 
gety,  from  the  picturesque  stand-point,  i 
it  possesses  the  further  recommendation  ti 
the  country  is  very  ridi.  I  do  not  til' 
that  we  could  find  anywhere  in  A 
tralia  a  more  suitable  tract 
country  or  a  better  site  for  the  Fede 
city.  The  site  possesses  every  essenli 
and  I  am  quite  sure  that  if  those  honora 
members  who  have  not  yet  visited  it  oa, 
only  see  it  they  would  agree  with  me  ; 
regards  accessibility,  I  would  point  out  tl 
a  matter  of  loo  miles  is  a  mere  bagate 
to  the  average  Australian  traveller,  \ 
representatives  of  Western  Australia  hi 
to  travel  from  2,000  to  2iSoo  miles  in  oti 
to  attend  the  meetings^of  Padiament.  1 
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.^et  we  find  honorable  members  who  live  in 
5y<iney  attaching  great  importance  to  the 
question  of  a  mere  fifty  or  100  miles  of 
±xtra.  travelling.    When  once  a  man  has  to 
travel,  of  what  impcntance  is  an  extra  fifty 
cir   100  miles?     Are  we  going  to  sacrifice 
the   very  best  site  that  can  be  found  in 
A.ustralia  for  the  sake  of  bringing  the 
l^'ederal  city  100  miles  nearer  to  some  par- 
ticular point?      Honorable  members  who 
regard  the  matter  from  that  stand-point 
lose  sight  of  the  most  essential  considera- 
tion. I  began  by  saying  that  I  should  pre- 
fer to  see  the  establishment  of  the  Capital 
delayed  for  fifty  or  100  years  rather  than 
tha.t  we  should  engage  in  such  an  enter- 
prise in  any  spuit  of  parsimony.  Al- 
though I  am  now  prepared  to  vote  for  the 
site  I  have  indicated,  with  Dalgety  as  a 
seoxid  choice,  I  still  hope  that  there  will 
be  no  undue  haste  in  arranging  for  the  es- 
tablishment  of   the  Federal  city.  The 
people  of  \ew  South  Wales  may,  perhaps, 
grumble  if  we  do  not  make  as  much  haste 
as  they  think  we  should,  but  we  have  to 
consider  the  whole  of  the  Qnnmonwealth. 
Instead  of  building  the  city  with  borrowed 
money,  we  should  cut  our  coat  according 
to  our  cloth,  and  defray  the  cost  of  the 
preparatory  work  out  of  revenue.  Then, 
by-and-by,  when  we  have  to  build  the  dty, 
-we  may  possibly  have  to  resort  to  some 
other  means  of  raising  the  necessary  funds. 
I  hope,  however,  that  for  scrnie  years  to 
come  we  shall  not  be  under  the  necessity  of  ■ 
borrowing  money.  The  suggestion  has  been 
made  by  one  or  two  hcHiorable  members 
that  we  ought  to  make  haste  to  leave  Mel- 
bourne.   I  confess  that  I  am  in  no  hurry 
to  set  away  from  this  city.    I  am  aware 
that    some    honorable  members — mysel  f 
amongst  the  number — occasionally  chafe 
under  what  we  regard  as  the  unfair  criti- 
cism of  the  press.    But  I  am  not  gcnng  to 
allow  that  criticism  to  drive  me  to  take 
up  my  abode  in  a  desolate  wilderness.  I 
like  to  read  my  morning  newspaper,  as  well 
as  do  most  honorable  members.   Those  who 
cr\'  out  fTtost  loudly  against  press  influence 
would  probably  be  the  first  to  grumble  if 
thev  woke  up  in  the  Federal  Capital  and 
lacked  their  morning  newspaper.    To  my 
mind,  it  would  be  a  calamity  if  Parliament 
were  placed  out  of  toudti  with  the  best 
thought  which  finds  expression  in  oar  great 
cities.      Upmi  more  Uian  one  occasion  I 
have  had  to  fight  the  press,  and  I  may  yet 
have  to  repeat  the  experience.  Neverthe- 
less. T  do  not  hold  with  the  cry  that  we 
should  place  ourselves  outside  the  sphere 


of  press  influence  as  speedily  as  possible. 
When  we  go  to  our  new  home  we  should 
do  so  because  we  are  under  an  obligatirai 
to  acquire  a  territory  of  our  own,  and  not 
from  any  other  reason.  Of  all  the  localities 
in  respect  of  which  we  are  asked  to  vote,  I 
regard  the  Tumut  area  as  the  most  suitable 
for  the  establishment  of  the  Federal  Capi- 
tal. The  Bombala  district  is  my  second 
choice,  and,  I  think,  that  Lyndhurst  is  the 
A'erv  worst  site  that  is  available.  In  my 
judgment  it  would  be  disastrous  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  Commonwealth  if  that 
site  were  selected. 

Mr.  BROWN  (Canobolas).— Of  all  the 
questions  uptm  which  we  are  empowered  to 
legislate  under  the  Constitution,  that  which 
is  now  engaging  our  attention  is  one  of  the 
most  important.  It  was  embodied  in  our 
charter  of  Government  by  our  eminent  con- 
stitution builders,  upon  the  understanding 
that  as  soon  as  this  Parliament  was  in  a 
position  to  deal  with  the  question,  it  should 
receive  careful  consideration.  As  head  of 
the  first  Commonwealth  Government,  Sir 
Edmund  Barton  distinctly  promised  in 
his  pre-election  addresses,  and  also  in  the 
Governor-General's  speech  at  the  opening 
of  the  Commonwealth  Parliament,  that  it 
should  be  given  early  attention.  Before 
that  promise  could  be  redeemed,  however, 
a  considerable  amoimt  of  work  had  to  be 
undertaken,  in  order  to  place  honorable 
members  in  possession  of  information  which 
was  essential  to  enable  them  to  arrive  at 
a  just  decision  regarding  the  particular 
site  which  should  be  selected.  Conse- 
quently, no  attempt  was  made  to  deal  with 
the  matter,  until  towards  the  close  of  the 
first  Parliament.  Even  then  the  informa- 
tion which  was  supplied  to  h(xiorable  mem- 
bers was  very  incomplete.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  official  reports  relating  to  various 
sites  were  still  being  received  whilst  the 
Seat  of  Government  Bill  was  under  con- 
sideration. Moreover,  the  time  which  was 
then  at  the  disposal  of  honorable  members 
was  very  limited.  Those  who  took  part 
in  the  discussion  of  that  Bill  were  urged 
to  compress  their  addresses  within  the  nar- 
rowest possible  limits.  They  were  as- 
sured by  Ministers  that  anything  in  the  na- 
ture of  an  exhaustive  debate  of  the  measure 
must  inevitably  lead  to  the  questi<xi  bring 
shelved.  As  we  are  all  aware,  the  at- 
tempt to  determine  a  site  upon  that  occa- 
sion proved  fruitless,  owing  to  a  difference 
between  the  choice  of  this  House  and  that 
of  the  other  Chamber.  Since  then  we  have 
had  the  advantage  of  being  furnished  with 
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additional  infonnation  concerning  the  dif- 
ferent sites,  and  upon  the  present  occasion 
we  are  not  pressed  for  time  as  we 
were  previously.  I  am  bound  to  ad- 
mit that  during  the  present  discus- 
sion some  very  excellent  speeches 
have  been  made.  In  accordance  with  the 
decision  of  the  House,  we  are  now  invited 
to  select  the  Federal  Territory  rather  than 
a  site  for  the  Federal  Capital.  The  choice 
of  a  site  is  being  made  the  peg  upon  which 
to  hang  the  debate  in  respect  of  the  terri- 
tory. The  most  eligible  areas  have  been 
narrowed  down  to  three — -namely,  the 
Western,  Southern,  and  South  Eastern  Dis- 
tricts. With  the  exception  of  what  is  con- 
tained in  the  report  which  was  compiled  at 
the  instance  of  the  Government  of  New 
South  Wales  by  the  late  Mr.  Oliver,  hon- 
orable members  have  little  or  no  informa- 
ation  relating  to  the  question  of  territory. 
That  was  one  of  the  points  upon  which  I 
joined  issue  with  the  Barton  and  Deakin 
Governments  in  dealing  -with  this  matter. 
When  the  Capital  Sites  Commission  was 
appointed,  I  understood  that  the  scope  of 
its  inquiry  would  extend,  not  only  to  the 
sites  submitted,  but  to  the  suitability 
of  the  territory  surrounding  them.  I  was 
under  the  impression  that  the  information 
to  be  supplied  by  them  would  be  as  com- 
plete as  possible.  Under  instructions  is- 
sued by  the  Government  of  the  day,  how- 
ever, that  Commission  limited  its  investi- 
gation practically  to  a  site  of  4,000  acres. 
Outside  of  that  area  it  sought  information 
only  as  regards  the  possibility  of  supply- 
ing the  population  of  the  future  Capital 
with  water.  We  are,  therefore,  called 
upon  to  deal  with  the  question  of  the  Fede- 
ral Territory,  lacking  a  considerable 
amount  of  information  which  would  be  of 
immense  value  to  us  in  enabling  us  to  ar- 
rive at  a  just  determination.  Of  course  I 
recognise  that  the  present  Government  is 
not  responsible  for  that  absence  of  infor- 
mation. It  was  obliged  to  take  up  this 
question  at  the  point  at  which  it  had  been 
left  by  its  predecessors.  To  me  it  seems 
extraordinary  that  the  members  of  the  late 
Government,  who  were  responsible  for  the 
investigation  of  the  Capital  Sites  Commis- 
sion being  conducted  in  the  way  that  it  was, 
should  now  turn  a  complete  somersault,  and 
lie  consumed  with  a  desire  to  select  terri- 
tory in  the  first  place,  and  to  make  the 
choice  of  a  site  a  matter  for  subsequent 
consideration.  How  they  have  come  to 
arrive  at  this  position  I  fail  to  understand. 
Mr.  Brown. 


Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — ^We  shall  h 
to  decide  the  site  alsa 

Mr.  BROWN. — As  I  am  reminded 
the  honorable  member  for  North  Syd^ 
we  shall  also  be  invited  to  decide  the  i 
But  we  are.  first  of  all,  invited  to  deil 
upon  the  territory,  and  we  are  asked! 
select  that  territory  on  information  that' 
lates  to  sites  only.  I  contend  that  we  shn 
be  placed  in  possession  of  further  inl 
mation,  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
territory.  The  question  of  the  site 
for  after  consideration.  Before  deal 
with  the  territories,  or  sites  within  th 
territories,  I  should  like  to  say  a  word  u] 
the  constituticHial  aspect  of  the  quest) 
particularly  as  it  relates  to  the  interest:! 
New  South  Wales.  It  is  a  matter  u] 
which,  even  in  this  House,  there  is  C 
siderable  difference  of  opinton.  S« 
honorable  members  hold  that  as  the  C 
stitution  provides  that  the  site  must 
within  the  territory  of  New  South  Wa 
no  obligation  is  imposed  upon  Par! 
ment  bevond  placing  the  site  within  t 
State.  Thev  urge  that  the  particular  [ 
tion  of  the  State  in  which  the  site  is  loca 
is  of  no  importance.  In  fact,  several  h 
orable  mambers  have  expressed  the  opii] 
that  in  the  interests  of  the  Comraonwefl 
the  site  should  not  be  within  the  terri^ 
of  New  South  Wales,  as  we  understand 
but  UDon  the  border,  so  that  New  Sg{ 
Wales  territory  will  actually  be  taken  i 
site  purposes,  whilst  the  people  li^l 
within  it  will  have  access  to  another  %\ 
entirely  independent  of  New  South  Wa, 
The  question  of  how  this  position  1 
arrived  at  is  very  interesting.  The  Cai 
tution  itself  provides,  in  section  125,  t 
the  Seat  of  Government  shall  be  in 
State  of  New  South  Wales,  and  shall 
distant  not  less  than  100  miles  from  S 
nev ;  and  it  goes  on  to  say  that  the  ? 
liament  shall  sit  in  Melbourne  until 
meets  at  the  Seat  of  Government.  ' 
order  to  understand  the  position  t| 
roughly,  honc»abIe  members  must  C3^ 
their  minds  back  to  the  discussion  wli 
took  place  in  connexion  with  the  fram 
of  the  Constitution,  particularly  in  ih 
stages  that  led  to  its  adoption  by 
peoples  of  the  different  States.  The  pi 
ciple  which  animated  the  Convention  1 
not  merely  that  of  devising  a  perfect  insl 
ment  of  Government  theoretically.  \ 
making  it  workable  practically,  but  th 
was  also  introduced  the  Question  of  wl 
concessions  the  different  States  should  | 
cure  for  themselves,  or  what  disadvantaj 
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vrould  suffer  under  this  new  form  of 
overnment,  as  compared  with  the  State 
irm    of  Government  that  had  previously 
iis»te<J ;  what  were  the  powers  which  they 
irrendered,  and  what  effect  those  powers 
id  upon  their  indus.tria)  life ;  and  to  what 
ctent  they  could  make  terms  with  their 
il  low    States,    which   would  compensate 
"lem  for  losses,  fancied  or  otherwise,  in 
ther  respects.      I  think  it  can  be  fairly 
lairoed  that  New  South  Wales,  through 
ler  representatives  —  particularly  through 
ler  Federal  leader,  Sir  Edmund  Barton — 
'aced  this  question  from  the  wider  stand- 
>;:»int  of  the  interests  of  the  whole  Com- 
tioriwealth.     The   people  of   that  State 
\ere    not   disposed   to   subordinate  prin- 
ciples   which    they    considered  essential 
0      the  proper     working    of    the  Con- 
stitution,   to    mere    cjuestions    of  par- 
ticular advantage  to  their  own  State.  But 
when  terms  of  this  character  were  being 
forced  upon  their  .consideration  by  the  other 
States,  and  special  conditi<»is  were  being 
secured  by  them,  it  became  necessary — 
in    order    to    secure    the  oo-opeAtion 
of    the   people   of   that    State,  without 
which    the    CcKistitution    could    not  be 
adopted    and    Federation  consummated 
— for    the    members    of    the  Conven- 
tion   representing    New    South  Wales  to 
show  their  people  that  in  making  these 
concessions  to  the  other  States,  they  were 
not  giving  away  the  whole  of  the  interests  of 
their  own  State.      One  natural  condition 
was    that    the   Senate   slumld  represent 
the   States  as  States,  one  State  being 
one  electorate  for  that  particular  pur- 
pose,   so     that     senators     should  not 
represent     sections     of      the  people, 
but  the  whole  State.     Queensland  had 
si)ecial  interests  at  stake.      There  was  a 
divergence  of  conditions  and  interests  as 
between    Southern    Queensland,  Central 
Queensland,    and    Northern  Queensland. 
Apparently  her  representatives,  who  were 
engaged    in    framing    the  Constitution, 
desired     that     these     interests  should 
be    specially    considered.      The  Con- 
stituticm   builders   had   to   depart  from 
their  ideal  to  this  extent — that  Queens- 
land received   the   right,    if  she  chose, 
not  to  elect  her  senators  for  the  whole 
State  as  one  electorate,  but  to  divide  her 
State  into  three  sections  for  that  purpose. 
That  was  one  concession  which  Queensland 
received.     I  do  not  say  that  it  was  an  im- 
proper one.  but  it  was  a  departure  from 
the  ideal  of  the  framers  of  the  C(Histitu- 
tinn  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  State 


needs.  Then  again  Tasmania  recognised 
that  in  so  far  as  her  revenue  was  so  largely 
derived  from  Customs  and  Excise,  in  hand- 
ing over  those  methods  of  taxation  to  Fede- 
ral control  she  was  depriving  her  Govern- 
ment of  a  source  of  revenue  that  was  es- 
sential in  the  conduct  of  her  administration. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order!  Are  the 
honorable  member's  remarks  to  be  con- 
nected with  the  question  of  the  Capital 
sites  ? 

Mr.  BROWN.— Yes ;  I  am  showing  that 
because  of  those  concessions  that  were 
made  to  other  States  New  South  Wales 
was  justified  in  asking  for  a  concessiffli 
with  respect  to  the  Capital.  Tasmania 
obtained  the  insertion  in  the  Constitution 
of  the  section  which  became  known  after- 
wards as  the  Braddon  section.  Then, 
again,  South  Australia  wished  to  have  the 
rivers — particularly  those  running  through 
Queensland,  Victoria,  and  New  South 
Wales,  and  meeting  in  her  territory,  per 
medium  of  the  Murray — to  be  preserved 
for  navigation  purposes.  That  question  af- 
fected such  vital  interests  in  more  than  one 
State  with  regard  to  the  development  of 
territories  by  means  of  irrigation  that  it 
led  to  almost  a  dead-lock  in  the  Convention. 
It  seemed  likely  at  one  time  that  if  South 
Australia  insisted  upon  her  own  interests  in 
this  respect,  the  Convention  would  come  to 
naught. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — South  Australia  neither 
asked  for  nor  received  any  ccmcession 
whatever  frwn  the  Convention. 

Mr.  BROWN.— This  matter  was  fought 
out  by  her  representatives  so  strongly,  and 
was  resisted  to  such  an  extent  by  the  New 
South  Wales  representatives,  that  on  more 
than  one  occasion  those  representatives  were 
prepared  to  pack  up  their  carpet  bags  and 
leave  before  any  result  was  arrived  at. 
However,  despite  the  strong  protests  of  the 
representatives  of  New  South  Wales,  and 
to  a  lesser  degree  of  those  of  Victoria,  a 
condition  was  inserted  that  secured  special 
consideraticm  for  the  interests  of  South  Aus- 
tralia. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  draw  the 
attention  of  the  honorable  member  to  the 
fact  that  he  is  not  really  discussing  the 
matter  which  is  now  under  the  purview  of 
the  Committee.  He  is  going  into  the 
question  of  the  right  of  New  South  Wales 
to  have  the  Capital  site  within  her  terri- 
tory. That  is  not  under  consideration  at 
ail.     What  we  now  have  to  discuss  is  the 
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been  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee.  I  ask  the  honorable  member 
to  confine  himself  to  that  nuestioru 

Mr.  BROWN.  —  But,  sir,  during  the 
course  of  the  debate  the  constitutional  side 
of  the  question  has  been  raised,  and  the 
New  South  Wales  representatives  have 
been  charged  with  being  provincial,  and  so 
forth,  in  asking  that  the  terms  of  the  Ccm- 
stitution  should  be  adhered  to. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  was  really  discussing  the  action, 
not  of  this  Parliament,  but  of  the  Conven- 
tion, and  that  is  going  outside  the  questim 
before  the  Chair.  We  are  not  now  debat- 
ing the  action  of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  BROWN. — I  am  not  discussing  the 
action  of  the  Convention. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  is  discussing  the  reason  why  cer- 
tain concessions  were  made  by  the  Conven- 
tion at  the  instance  of  the  representatives  of 
certain  States.  The  remarks  which  the 
honorable  member  says  have  been  made 
by  other  honorable  members  in  regard  to 
the  acticHi  of  the  New  South  Wdes  mem- 
bers were  merely  incidental,  and  were  not 
pursued  at  omsiderable  length. 

Mr,  BROWN. — I  have  practically  con- 
cluded mv  references  to  this  point.  I  do 
not  wish  to  transgress  the  rules,  and  am 
prepared  to  bow  to  your  decision. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— T  think  the  honor- 
able member  will  find  that  the  subject  is 
quite  wide  enough  as  it  is. 

Mr.  BROWN. — I  am  aware  that  it  is  a 
fairly  wide  question,  but,  as  these  points 
had  been  dealt  with,  I  was  simply  show- 
ing what  were  the  concessions  made  to  the 
different  States.  'The  concession  made  to 
Western  Australia  was,  of  course,  the  pro- 
vision with  regard  to  Customs  duties,  and 
the  understanding  as  to  the  Transcontinental 
Railway.  If  T  am  in  order,  I  wish  to  deal 
with  the  questiOTis  which  have  been  put 
to  the  Committee — that  the  Capital  site 
must  be  in  such  a  position  that,  whilst  the 
territorv  is  within  New  South  Wales,  there 
must  he  egress  to  a  State  independent  of 
New  South  Wales,  either  by  reason  of  the 
site  abutllne  upon  the  territory  of  the  other 
State  or  bv  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  terri- 
tory will  embrace  a  Federal  harbor.  Those 
questions  have  been  raised  at  considerable 
length,  and  I  wish  to  reply  to  the  remarks 
which  have  been  made  concerning  (hem. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber will  be  quite  in  order  in  doing  so. 

Mr.  BROWN.— In  the  first  ^lace,  when 

-  matter  was  being  dealt  with  in  our  State 


Parliament,  Mr.  Reid,  as  Premier,  asked 
permission  to  negotiate  with  the  Premier 
the  other  States.  I  was  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly 
'  New  South  Wales  who  voted  against 
proposal  to  remit  this  question  of  the  F> 
ral  Capital  Site  to  the  State  Premiers,  i 
therefore,  I  cannot  be  charged  with  ha* 
any  prejudice.  In  my  opinion,  there  \ 
other  issues  so  important  that  they  oi 
not  to  be  overshadowed  by  any  oonsid 
tion  of  this  particular  State  concession 
pleading  for  the  interests  of  the  S 
which  I  represent,  I  only  urge  that 
special  concessions  granted  under  the  ( 
stitution  shall  be  carried  out,  not  <hi1; 
letter,  but  in  spirit.  Victoria,  for  insta 
insists  not  only  that  the  Federal  Parliai 
shall  meet  in  Melbourne,  but  that  all 
functitMU  of  the  Executive  Govenui 
shall  be  discharged  in  that  city.  And  ' 
toria  is  quite  within  her  rights  in  so 
sisting. 

Mr.  Crouch. — How  has  Victoria 
,  sisted  ? 

m.  BROWN.— Shortly  after  the  Fi 
ral  Parliament  met  in  Melbourne,  the  1 
Prime  Minister,  Sir  Edmund  Barton,  [ 
a  visit  to  Sydney  on  Commonwealth  fa 
ness,  and  a  suspidcxi  immediately  aj 
that  the  intuition  was  to  discharge 
functions   of   government   in    that  c 
Thereupon  a  great  furore  .  was  raisetl 
the  Victorian  press,  which  demanded 
the  spirit  of  the  CcHistitution  should  be 
served.      When  the  Commonwealth 
vernment  decided  to  rent  some  small  ofl 
in  Sydney  for  Federal  purposes,  even 
course  was  resented  in  Victoria. 

Mr.  Ronald. — The  press   is  not 
people. 

Mr.  BROWN.— But  the  representat 
of  Victoria  in  this  Parliament  would  i 
resented  any  sudi  idea  had  they  not  I 
satisfied  there  was  no  intenti(»i  to  ren 
the  administrative  government.  Ther 
no  doubt  that  Victoria  is  quite  right  in 
sisting  on  the  spirit  of  the  compromis< 
bargain  being  observed. 

Mr.  Crouch. — The  Governor-Gen 
spends  most  of  his  time  in  Svdnev. 

Mr.  BROWN.— Only  a  small  fr'actiof 
the  Govemor-GeneraVs  time  is  spent  in  f 
ney.  While  Victorians  insist  on  the  (| 
pact  being  carried  out  in  spirit  as  well  a 
letter,  they  ought  to  extend  fair  and  real 
able  consideration  to  the  sister  State  of  I 
South  Wales.  It  must  not  be  thought 
a  moment  that  to  fix  the  Capital  sitl 
the  border  would  be  Jo^  carry  out 
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coapKt  ia  full;  and,  as  justifying  that 
oplBKO,  Jet  me  read  an  extract  fnxn  Messrs. 
Quick  and  Garran's  valuable  work  on  the 
Constitution  of  the  Australian  Conunon- 
veakb.  At  page  219  we  read  that  the 
PioLiers  of  the  various  States,  in  Confer- 
eE*.  repiHted— 

1[  coasidered  tliat  the  fixing  of  the  site  of 
CiHul  if  a  qoestioa  which  might  well  be 
Ifft  lo  thf  Parliament  to  decide  \  but,  in  view  of 
'Xi  onc^  expression  of  opinion  in  relation  to 
iiii  uRtr  in  New  South  Wales,  the  Premiers 
U^ecjiiiSed  the  clause,  so  that  while  the  Capi- 
tal euac;  be  fixed  at  Sydney,  or  in  itl  nei^hbour- 
inxL  pnrision  is  made  in  the  Conititntion  iixt 
itt  auiiliifaBcnt  in  Kew  South  Wales  at  a  lea- 
Mub>  distance  from  that  city. 

f  dnv  honorable  members'  attention  to  the 
lariU  "  at  a  reasonable  distance  from  that 

.''  as  showing  the  opinion  of  the  Premiers 
«v<  Tailed  the  Constitution,  and  who  were 
fhronabie  for  the  alteratifHi  which  fixed 
"A  loo-Dules  limit.  This  document  was 
Bsjed  bf  the  Premiers,  not  to  the  pec^  of 
New  Scrath  Wales  for  their  guidance  and 
jif^niatum,  but  to  the  people  of  the  whole  | 
CoKcnwealth,  who  -were  subsequently 
as^  to  indorse  the  C<xistitution  as  altered. 

Mr.  Kellt. — ^And  they  indorsed  the 
Cxfijitution  by  largely  increased  majorities. 

Mr.  BROWN. — Can  it  be  contended  that 
-  ixt  selected  on  the  border,  hundreds  of 
tsl'm  distant,  and  most  difficult  of  access, 
Tooma  site  is,  is  within  "  reasonable 
-wiJiBe  of  Sydney  "  ?  Could  the  selection 
■t  ^  a  ste  be'  said  to  comply  with  the 
■?  rit  whidi  underlies  the  agreranent  entered 
•"'  at  the  Premiers'  Conference?  I  am 
^''n'irted  m  my  present  attitude  by  some 
'f  ;He  leading  men  who  took  part  in  that 

cfeience.  The  right  honorable  member 
icT  Balaclava,  in  one  of  his  addresses, 

H'c,  ia  this  Colony,  have  made  a  contract  with 
Socih  Wales,  and  we  are  not  going  back  on 

J^au  m  the  last  ParlianKnt,  the  right 
^■f:rable  member  for  Balaclava  was  asked 

vale  for  a  border  site,  which  had  con- 
'  '-~''Mf.  support  from  the  press  and  re- 
prtsffltaUTes  of  Victoria,  he  refused  to  do 
ar.d  gave  his  voice  in  favour  of  the 
TiET.jt-Lacmalac  site.  To  the  honour  and 
Ct^iii  of  that  right  honorable  member,  let 
it  ^-^  said  that  he  was  the  only  member  of 
^  '-Hen  Goremment  who  viewed  the  ques- 
from  that  liberal  stand-point. 

Mr.  Kellt. — The  right  honorable  mem- 
^  hiew  the  feeling  of  the  Premiers'  Con- 
fcrenoe. 


Mr.  BROWN.— That  is  so,  seeing  that 
he  was  c»ie  of  those  instrumental  in  bring- 
I  ing  about  the  agreemrat  then  arrived  at. 
'  The  Cabinet,  when  the  voting  on  the  sites 

j  took  place,  contained  two  representatives 
I  of  New  South  Wales,  but  the  right  hon- 
'  orable  member  for  Balaclava  was  the  only 
[  member  of  the  Ministry  prepared  to  vote 
in  favour  of  Tumut,  as  against  a  border 
site. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber say  that  Tumut  is  within  a  "  reasonable 
distance  "  of  Sydney  ? 

&fr.  BROWN.— -Tumut  is  within  a  much 
more  reasonable  distance  from  Sydney  than 
is  Albury,  TocMua,  Bombala,  or  Dalgety. 
Sir  Alexander  Peacock,  when  occupying  the 
important  position  of  Premier  of  Victoria, 
is  reported  to  have  thus  expressed  himself 
in  an  interview  with  a  reproentative  of  the 
Sydney  Daily  Telegraph — 

Albury  is  too  near  to  Melbourne,  you  know 
— a  province  of  Melbourne.  You  might  as  well 
have  the  Capital  in  Victoria  as  at  Albury.  Oh, 
no;  this  is  a  serious  busiaessj  Albury  is  impos. 
sibie — we  admit  it. 

Those  Utterances  were  largely  instrumental 
in  leading  the  people  of  New  South  Wales 
to  suppose  that,  all  things  being  equal,  a 
site  within  a  reasonable  distance  beyond 
the  loo-miles  limit,  would  not  be  excluded 
frtxn  the  omuderation  of  this  House. 
While  honorable  members  are  willing  to 
select  a  site  in  New  South  Wales,  because 
the  Constitution  ctxnpels  them  to  do  so, 
they  do  not  appear  to  be  prepared  to  fix 
on  a  place  within  a  reasonable  distance  of 
Sydney,  but  would  rather  locate  the  Capi- 
tal on  the  border,  either  west  or  east  of 
the  mountains  or  of  the  Snowy  River. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Two  Victorian  members 
voted  for  Albury  ;  why  not  say  so  ? 

Mr.  BROWN. — Some  honorable  mem- 
bers afterwards  transferred  their  rotes. 
There  was  not  a  Victorian  member  who 
voted  for  a  site  further  north  than 
Tumut  Some  honorable  members  view 
the  Constitution  as  though  it  not  only 
provided  that  the  Capital  site  should 
not  be  within  100  miles  of  Sydney,  but 
also  that  it  must  not  be  more  than  fifty 
miles  from  the  River  Murray  or  the  Vic- 
torian border.  That  is  the  position  to 
which  I  take  exception,  as  not  being  in 
accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  Consti- 
tution or  fair  to  the  interests  of  the  State 
which  I  represent. 

Mr.  Kelly. — These  honorable  members 
desire  New  South  Wales  to  provide  the 
land,  and  to  receive  no  benefit  in  return. 
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Mr.  BROWN.— If  New  South  Wales  is 
expected  to  hand  over  a  big  area,  it  is  only 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  she  anticipates 
to  deri^'e  some  benefit.  But  if  a  border 
site  be  selected,  any  benefit  there  may  be 
will  be  divided  between  New  South  Wales 
and  Victoria.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is 
that  the  natural  conditions  in  New  South 
Wales,  in  point  of  distance  and  accessi- 
bility, are  such  that  her  borderlands  are 
practically  Victorian.  What  I  want  to 
impress  on  honorable  members  is  that  in 
pressing  for  the  selection  of  a  site  which 
is  not  on  the  border,  I  am  asking  for  no- 
thing unfair.  The  disadvantages  of  sites 
not  on  the  border  may  be  more  than  com- 
pensated for  by  advantages  which  border 
sites  do  not  possess;  and,  all  things  being 
equal,  there  is  no  unreasonableness  in  the 
position  I  am  advancing.  As  I  have  said 
before,  it  is  not  enough  to  observe  the 
mere  letter  of  the  law;  the  spirit  of  the 
law  is  its  very  essence.  The  words  of 
the  Premiers  who  met  in  conference  indi- 
cate the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  and 
its  words  clearly  mean  that  if  a  suitable 
site  can  be  secured  within  a  reasonable 
distance  from  Sydney,  that  site  should  at 
least  receive  fair  consideration  at  our  hands. 
I  have  been  greatly  disappointed  with  the 
attitude  assumed  on  this  question  by  some 
of  the  representatives  of  Victoria.  Arrange- 
ments were  made  to  enable  honorable  mem- 
bers to  visit  the  different  sites  suggested 
that  they  might  make  themselves  personally 
acquainted  with  them;  but  I  regret  to  say 
that,  whilst  amongst  the  visiting  parties  the 
other  States  have  been  amply  represented, 
honorable  members  representing  Victorian 
constituencies  have  not  availed  themselves 
of  these  opportunities  to  the  extent  that 
might  have  been  expected,  and  as  the  visits 
were  extended  northwards,  and  into  the  in- 
terior of  New  South  Wales,  the  number  of 
Victorian  members  joining  in  these  visits 
of  inspection  became  less.  This  has  not 
been  very  prMnising,  but  I  trust  that  Vic- 
torian representatives  will  not  deny  just 
treatment  to  the  mother  State  in  this  mat- 
ter. I  am  encouraged  to  view  the  situation 
more  hopefully  after  the  address  I  heard 
from  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Wannon,  who  represents  a  Victorian  con- 
stituency. In  his  able  address,  that  honor- 
able and  learned  member  viewed  the  ques- 
tiwi.  not  from  a  provincial,  but  from  a  com- 
prehensive national  stand-point.  He  was 
prepared  to  admit  that  New  South  Wales 
had  some  claims  to  consideration  which 
ought  not  to  be  ignored.    One  subject  to 


which  the  hcxiorable  and  learned  memt 
referred  is  worthy  of  the  special  attentj 
of  the  C(Mnmittee,  and  that  is  the  amov 
of  expenditure  inrolved  on  the  ^1 
under  review.  I  am  aware  that  1 
honorable  and  learned  member  has  he. 
twitted  with  Kyabramism,  because  he  1 
endeavoured  to  view  this  question  from  I 
economic  stand-point,  and  because  he  si 
gested  the  selection  of  the  site  wW 
would  inTOlve  the  Commonwealth 
the  least  expense.  Without  any  si 
gestion  of  cheese- paring,  it  must  be  j 
mitted  that  the  honorable  and  learned  me 
ber  has  raised  a  very  important  quest! 
which  must  be  fully  considered  in  jus^ 
to  the  people  not  of  any  particular  Stj 
but  of  the  whole  Commonwealth,  beca 
thev  will  be  expected  to  find  the  moi 
for  the  establishment  and  equipment  of  : 
Federal  Capital.  If  one  suitable  site' 
volves  less  expense  than  does  another,  t 
should  certainly  have  some  weight  M 
honorable  members  in  its  select! 
The.  question  of  expense  has  a  * 
important  bearing  on  this  matter.  Tl| 
are  those  who  would  appear  to  dissoc^ 
Federal  interests  frcnn  State  inters 
Because  the  Federal  authority  is  chaij 
with  the  carrying  out  of  a  certain  w<| 
some  people  think  that  the  States  are 
affected.  But  the  Federal  Parliament  , 
to  govern  the  same  people  as  the  Sti 
Parliaments,  and  the  burden  of  unne 
sarv  extravagance  on  the  p"vT-t  of  the  F* 
ral  Parliament  must  fall  upon  the  pe< 
of  the  States,  in  just  the  same  way  aj 
the  extravagance  had  been  committedj 
the  States  Parliaments.  It  must  notl 
forgotten  that  the  people  of  the  vaii 
States  will  have  to  foot  the  bill  for  all 
penses  in  connexion  with  the  Federal  Ci 
tal.  For  this  reason  honorable  menii 
shoiild  closelv  consider  the  cost  to  the 
pie  of  the  Commonwealth  of  establisl 
the  Capital  at  a  particular  site.  As  aga 
an  expenditure  of  millions,  a  few  sr 
capped  mountains,  or  what  honorable  n; 
bers  may  deem  to  be  beautiful  seen 
should  not  count.  The  various  StatesI 
to-day, in  connection  with  the  pioneering  i 
which  thev  have  had  to  undertake,  carf 
a  burden  of  something  like  2 2.000.1 
A  handful  of  people,  numbering  \ 
4.000,000,  has  to  bear  a  burden: 
ji£^222.ooo.ooo  of  public  debt  alrea<l\' 
curred.  and  honorable  members  shoul» 
very  careful  before  they  do  anything  w 
will  add  to  that  burden.  It  is  ! 
duty,  not  only  to  see  that  the  peop] 
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He  Ccxnmonwealth  get  full  value  for  the 
Tioney  to  be  expended  in  connexion  with 
He  Federal  Capital,  but  also  to  see  that 
further  addition  shall  be  made  to  their 
STiorraous  burden  of  debt.     This,  with  a 
i  ittle  consideration  mav  be  avoided.  Honor- 
riViile  mmbers  can  verify  the  figures  I  pro- 
\  xiii^  to  quote  frcHn  the  oflkial  reports  be- 
t  ore  them.      I  should  say  that  for  the 
T^umut  district  J  am  compelled  to  take  the 
I-^acmalac  site  as  the  basis  of  my  compari- 
son, because  I  have  detailed  information 
-f:tx  the  purpose  of  tha  comparison  with  re- 
spect to  that  site  only.    Of  course,  with 
respect  to  the  newer  sites  submitted  for  our 
consideration,  there  is  no  information  upon 
t  hese  points  before  us.      But  we  know 
that      they      will      not     be  cheaper, 
l>ut      very      much      dearer,  than'  the 
Lacmalac     site.     On     turning     to  the 
Commissioners'   report    I    find   that  the 
expenditure  estimated  for  B<nxibala,  and 
including    the    railways,    resumption  of 
catchment  area,  resumption  of  city  site, 
and  water  supply  amounts  to  no  less  than 
^11,000,000.      It  is  estimated  that  the 
actual  expenditure  necessary  to  give  rea- 
sonable access  to  that  site  would  be  about 
j^3.ooo,ooo,  and  the  projected  expenditure 
on  railways  necessary  for  a  complete  con- 
nexion with  the  site  is  estimated  to  amount 
to  another  ;£8,ooo,ooo.    I  should  say  that 
the  estimate  of  ;^3,ooo,ooo  includes  har- 
bor aocommodation  on  the  lower  scale  in- 
dicated in  Mr.  Oliver's  supplementary  re- 
port, and  not  on  the  more  extensive  scale  set 
out  in  his  original  report  The  estimate  of 
j^ii.coOjOoo  is  for  what  would  be  re- 
quired  to   make   the   Bombala  site  rea- 
sonably accessible   from   the  chief  cities 
of     the     Commonwealth — to    bring  the 
Capital   into  touch   with   the   whole  of 
the    people.    With    respect    to  Tumut, 
the  actual  expenditure  necessary  is  stated 
at        515.000,  and  the  expenditure  upon 
prospective  railway  extension  ;£7. 522,000, 
bringing  the  grand  total,  in  round  num- 
bers, up  to  ;^9,ooo,ooo.      The  much-de- 
spised site  of  Lyndhurst  has  railway  com- 
munication already  provided  so  far  as  Syd- 
nev  and  Melbourne  are  concerned,  and  so 
far  as  Brisbane  is  concerned  to  a  lesser 
legree.    So  that  the  actual  expenditure  in 
connexion  with  that  site,  which  would  be 
largely  in  connexion  with  water  supply,  as 
provided  in  Mr.  Pridham's  estimate,  and  the 
rtsumption  of  catchment  and  city  areas,  is 
estimated  at  ^£456. 000.    The  expenditure 
necessary  to  complete  the  railways  pno- 
jected,  as  indicated  in  the  Cnnmissioners* 


report,  would  amount  to  ;£7, 352,00a  So 
that  the  cost  of  completing  the  wide  scheme 
for  Lyndhurst  outlined  by  the  expert  Com- 
missioners appointed  by  the  Government 
wfould  amount  to  ;£7, 800,000.  This  is 
the  comparison  of  estimated  probable  ex- 
penditure— for  Lyndhurst,  ^7,800,000;  for 
Tumut*'  ;£9,047, 000 ;  and  for  Bombala, 
1,029.000.  Millions  are  easily  said, 
but  these  figures  should  have  some  weight 
in  determining  the  selection  of  the  site  for 
the  Federal  Capital.  If,  in  making  a 
selection  of  a  site,  other  things  being  equal, 
or  nearly  equal,  we  can  secure  what  we  re- 
quire at  a  much  less  expenditure  at  one 
place  than  would  be  involved  at  other 
places,  the  necessity  for  avoiding  an  undue 
burden  upon  the  people  of  the  Ccnnmon- 
wealth  should  not  be  overlooked. 

Mr.  Crouch. — ^What  about  the  expense 

of  bringing  water  100  miles? 

Mr.  BROWN. — I  am  not  aware  of  any 
proposal  to  bring  water  a  distance  of  100 
miles.  I  should  like  to  point  out  that  the 
estimates  of  expenditure  to  which  I  have 
referred-  are  estimates  based  on  the  prob- 
able oost  of  the  resumption  of  the  Capital 
site  and  catchment  area,  securing  access, 
and  water  supply,  and  it  must  not  be  for- 
gotten that  the  expenditure  necessary  to 
provide  the  buildings  which  we  would  as- 
sociate with  a  city  of  this  character,  and 
which  must  necessarily  be  expensive,  will 
be  an  additional  charge  upon  the  people  of 
the  Commonwealth  I  now  desire  to  deal 
with  the  question  of  territory.  We  have 
to  look  to  the  reports  upon  the  sites  for 
the  information  necessary  to  guide  us  to  a 
conclusion  with  regard  to  the  territories. 
In  other  words,  we  have  to  adopt  some 
particular  site  as  a  peg  upon  which  to 
hang  our  territorial  arguments.  A  great 
change  has  taken  place  since  the  last  Par- 
liament dealt  with  this  matter.  The  sites 
most  favoured  then  were  Lyndhurst,  Lac- 
malac,  and  Bombala,  Now,  judging  from 
the  opinions  expressed  by  honorable  mem- 
bers, it  would  seem  that  two  of  these  sites 
have  been  displaced.  I  cannot  regard 
this  change  as  due  to  the  altered  personnel 
of  the  House,  and  I  am,  therefore,  forced 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  has  been  brought 
about  by  the  more  complete  information 
that  has  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
honorable  members.  Owing  largely  to  the 
inquiries  and  valuable  report  made  by  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan,  Bom- 
bala has  been  displaced  by  Dalgety,  which 
on  the  former  occasion  did  not  secure  a 
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single  vote.  Then,  in  respect  to  the  sites 
in  the  southern  district*  Lacmalac,  which 
was  boomed  last  session,  has  had  to 
give  way  to  a  new  site,  which  had  not 
previously .  been  seriously  oonsideied 
Therefore,  the  only  site  that  has  retiJned 
its  old  position  is  Lyndhur^.  I  regret 
that  the  further  investigations,  which  have 
been  made  since  we  last  discussed  this 
subject,  in  respect  to  the  southern  and  south- 
eastern districts,  have  not  been  fully  exten- 
ded to  the  sites  available  in  the  western  dis- 
trict. I  have  been  surprised  at  the  prejudice 
manifested  by  some  honorable  members. 
For  instance,  one  hmorable  member,  re- 
ferring to  Lyndhurst,  described  the  coun- 
try as  very  inferior,  and  dermd  of  vegeta- 
tion,  and  stated  that  even  the  rabbits  to 
be  found  there  were  in  a  starving  condi* 
tion.  I  fancy  that  that  honorable  mem- 
ber must  have  worn  coloured  glasses  when 
he  travelled  through  the  district  In  con- 
trasting the  merits  of  the  various  sites,  I 
shall  endeavour  to  avoid  following  the  hon- 
orable  member's  example.  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  visiting  all  the  sites  that  have 
been  brought  prominratly  under  notice. 
Whilst  I  regard  some  of  them  as  having 
stronger  claims  than  others,  I  do  not  think 
that  any  one  can  be  said  to  be  miworthy. 
We  should  not  make  a  great  mistake  if 
we  selected  any  (Xie  of  them.  The  preli- 
minary investigations  were  so  cc«nplete  that 
we  were  safeguarded  against  being  called 
upon  to  discuss  the  merits  of  any  really  in- 
ferior site.  New  South  Wales  is  not  so 
poverty-stricken  in  respect  to  her  territory 
that  she  cannot  find  a  site  for  the  Federal 
Capital  possessing  all  the  chief  requisites 
for  such  a  city.  Some  honorable  mem- 
bers, myself  amongst  them,  <xmnder  that 
a  rich  territory  is  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant essentials.  I  hold  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  build  up  or  to  maintain  the 
Federal  city  entirely  upon  Federal  ex- 
penditure, and  that  if  we  are  to  attract 
to  the  Seat  of  Government  a  population  of, 
say,  30,000  or  50,000,  a  large  proportion 
of  those  who  live  in  our  territory  must  be 
able  to  sustain  themselves  upon  the  land. 
Moreover,  if  it  is  contemplated  that  the 
Federal  Territory  shall  embrace  a  large 
area  in  order  that  the  revenue  derived  and 
the  profits  accruing  from  the  unearned  in- 
crement may  be  applied  to  the  improvement 
of  the  Capital,  we  must  acquire  land  that 
will  be  suitable  for  agricultural  purposes. 
It  is  true  that  many  of  our  cities  owe  their 
existence  to  the  fact  that  gold  or  some  other  ' 
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mineral    has   been   discovered    in  tl 
vicinity.     We  know  of  many  instances 
which  towns  oontaining  a  populaticm  of  [ 
haps  as  many  as  30,000  have  been  est 
lished  as  the  result  of  the  discovery 
alluvial  gold-fields,  and  that  as  soon  as 
diggings  have  been  exhausted  the  popi 
tion  has  gradually  decreased,  and  noth 
more  than  a  nucleus  has  remained.  Af 
cultural  development  has  afterwards  ta] 
place  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  prospei 
has  been,  at  least,  to  some  extent , 
stored.     This  statement  would  fairly  c 
line  the  history  of  many  dties  in  the  Cc 
monwealth,  antl  it  is  sidkaent  to  show  t 
a  large  proporticm  of  the  people  who  sei 
within  the  Federal  Territory  must  ma 
tain  themselves  on  the  land.  Unless 
can  secure  good  land  in  the  immeHi 
vicinity  of  the  Federal  city,  we  cannot  1< 
forward  to  any  appreciable  growth  of  po] 
lation.     Some  honorable  members  reg: 
the  acquirement  of  a  rich  territory  as 
secondary  consideration,  and  an  ample  wa 
supply  has  first  place  in  thor  estiniati< 
Others,  of  an  artistic  or  poetic  tempe 
ment,  attach  the  greatest  importance  to  1 
beauty  of  the  scenery  in  the  vicinity  of  I 
Capital.      So  long  as  there  are  tower! 
snow-clad  mountains  in   the  backgrou 
they  care  little  or  nothing  whether  the  s 
itself  is  suitable  for  building  purposes 
whether  the  surrounding  territory  is  c 
that  will  support  a  reasonably  large  pof 
lation.   The  considerations  indicated  by 
less  an  authority  than  the  present  Ch 
Justice  of  the  Commonwealth.  Sir  Sam) 
Griffith,  should,  in  my  view,  have  great 
weight  with  us.     That  eminent  Judge  I 
contributed  very  largely  to  the  developmi 
of  the  Federal  idea,  and  to  the  buildi 
up  of  the  Commonwealth.     He  took 
in  the  first  Conference,  of  which  the  ij 
Sir  Henry  Parkes.  the  statesman  of  wii 
New  South  Wales  is  so  proud,  was  a  memi 
lie  largelv  assisted  to  lav  the  foundati'^nsj 
the   Constitution,    which   was  ultimai 
adopted  by  the  Federal  Convraition,  and  j 
traces  of  his  master-hand  are  everywhere 
be  seen  throughout  its  fabric.     He  11 
in  my  opinion,  deservedly  rewarded  bv  j 
appointment  to  the  position  of  first  CM 
Justice  of  Australia,   and  the  Comrfll 
wealth  did  honour  to  itself  by  that  appa 
ment.    Tn  1886,  before  the  subject 
consolidated  to  anything  like  a  cone 
proposal,  he  wrote  a  paper  entitled.  "  N« 
on  Australian  Federation,"  in  which,  sp< 
ing  of  the  Federal  Capital,  he  said  that 
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Should  be  central,  easily  accestible,  not  unduly 
exposed  to  the  risks  of  war  OT  invasioa,  and  its 
climate  should  not  be  such  as  to  render  it  an 
unci  e  si  table  place  to  live  in. 

\Ve  shall  not  go  verv  far  wroig  if  we  con- 
sider the  question  before  us  from  those 
points  of  view.    Dealing  first  with  the  fea- 
ture of  centrality,  I  think  that  any  honor- 
able member  who  looks  at  the  maps  which 
have  been  placed  before  tis,  and  reads  the 
recommendations  of  the  CCTomission  ap- 
pointed by  the  Barton  Government  to  in- 
quire into  the  matter,  must  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that,  having  regard  to  railway  com- 
munication, present  and  prospective,  Lynd- 
hurst  is  much  more  central  than  any  of  the 
other  sites.    The   Lyndhurst   territory  is 
situated  on  the  main  western  line  from  Syd- 
ney to  Bourke.  and  the  branch  which  pro- 
reeds  to  Condobolin.    It  is  also  on  the 
I  i  ne  which  oonnects  the  Western  system 
with  the  Southern.    The  Southern  line,  as 
honorable  members  know,  is  the  great  rail- 
way thoroughfare  from  Adelaide,  through 
Melbourne  and  Sydney,  to  Brisbane.  More- 
over, it  is  now  proposed  by  the  New  South 
Wales  Government  to  construct  a  railway 
from  Wellington  to  Werris  Creek,  not  with 
a  view  to  improve  the  commimication  with 
a  proposed  Federal  Capital  site,  but  to  de- 
velop   the   country    which    such    a  line 
would     traverse,     and     to    coimect  the 
western    and    northern    railway  systems. 
When    that    line    is    made,  Lyndhurst 
will  be  much  nearer  to  Brisbane  than  it  is 
now,  and  it  is  already  "nearer  to  that  dty 
than  is  any  of  the  other  proposed  sites. 
Parliamentary  sanction  has  also  been  jpven 
to  the  constructi<xi  of  a  railway  from  Cobar 
to  Wilcannia.    I  understand  that  that  line 
has  been  commeiKed,  and  that  it  is  proposed 
to  extend  it  to  Broken  Hill.   When  that  is 
done,  there  will  be  direct  commimication 
between  Lyndhurst  and  Adelaide,  and,  if 
the  transcontinental  line,  of  which  the  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan  is  so  able  and 
strenuous  an  advocate,  is  constructed,  Lynd- 
hurst will  be  in  direct  communication  with 
Perth  also.  Furthemmre,  it  has  been  sug- 
gested, as  within  the  scope  of  future  oc- 
tensicxi.  that  a  second  transcontinental  line 
mav  be  made  from  Bourke  to  Port  Darwin. 
As  honwable  members  are  aware,  the  rail- 
way svstem  of  Queensland  differs  greatly 
from  those  of  her  sister  States,  inasmuch  as. 
while  the  railways  of  Victoria  practically 
all  converge  on  Melbourne,  and  those  of 
New  South  Wales  on  Sydnev.  Queensland, 
in  addition  to  her  coastal  line,  has  three 
inland  lines  which  feed  three  separate  ports. 


The  suggested  railway  of  whkh  I  have 
spdcen  would  connect  these  lines,  that  is, 
the  line  from  Brisbane  to  CunnamuUa,  the 
line  from  Rockhampton  to  Longreach,  and 
the  line  from  Townsville  to  Winton.  Such 
a  railway  would  open  up  a  vast  area  of  rich 
pastoral  country.  The  districts  through 
which  it  would  pass  are  noted  for  their 
great  cattle  carrying  capacity.  Although, 
within  the  past  few  years,  the  herds  have 
been  decimated  by  the  drought  which 
afflicted  Queensland,  as  well  as  New  South 
Wales  and  Victoria,  the  district  will  do  in 
the  future  what  it  has  doie  in  the  past.  It 
has  in  the  past  largely  supplied  the  meat 
markets  of  the  southern  States,  and,  in 
years  to  come,  will  do  so  to  a  still  greater 
degree,  and  will,  of  course,  be  the  great 
source  of  supply  for  the  Federal  Capital. 
The  question  of  present  accessibility,  bow- 
ever,  was  dealt  with  so  ably  by  the  hwiorable 
and  learned  member  for  Warmon  the  other 
night  that  there  is  no  need  to  again  quote 
the  figures  which  he  gave,  or  to  do  more 
than  refer  honorable  members  to  the  in- 
formation on  the  subject  available  in  the 
reports  of  experts.  It  is  evident,  however, 
that  taking  into  considerati<m  the  present 
location  of  population,  Lyndhurst  is  much 
more  central  than  any  other  site  under 
consideration.  Moreover,  it  has  been 
proved  that  the  centre  of  the  present 
population  of  the  Ccmimonwealth  is 
considerably  north  of  any  of  the  larder 
sites,  and  is  constantly  trending  northwards. 
Mr.  Coghlan,  whose  estimate  is  a  very 
conservative  one,  puts  the  probable 
annual  iiurease  of  our  population  at  2*40 
per  cent.,  and  is  of  opinion  that  thirty 
years  hence,  of  all  the  sites  Lyndhurst  will 
be  the  nearest  to  the  centre  of  population. 
The  probability  is  that  when  Australia  has 
become  largely  populated,  the  centre  will 
be  still  nearer  to  the  Armidale  site ;  but  as 
that  site  is  not  now  under  consideration,  we 
must  give  the  more  weight  to  the  fact  that 
of  the  present  sites  Lyndhurst  will  be  the 
nearest  to  the  centre.  Sir  Samuel 
Griffith  regards  as  the  next  essential  that 
the  Capital  shall  not  be  exposed  to  the 
risks  of  war.  No  one  will  challenge  the 
statement  that,  with  the  exception  of 
Tooma,  Lyndhurst  is  more  completely  pro- 
tected from  invasion  than  any  of  the  sites. 
Both  Lyndhurst  and  Tooma  lie  west  of  the 
great  dividing  range,  which  extends  like 
an  immense  barrier  between  the  sea  coast 
and  the  interior.  That  range  was  pierced 
only  after  the  coimtrv  had  been  settled  for 
many  years,  and  ajgt^e^grQ^^tjg^^ere 
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are  only  two  or  three  places  in  which  it  is  ] 
crossed  by  a  railway.  The  Lithgow  Zigzag,  , 
while  giving  communication  between  Sydney 
and  the  Lyndhurst  territory,  could  be  de- 
fended by  a  very  small  body  of  men  against 
an  almost  untold  host.  That  is  a  condi; 
tion  which  does  not  apply  to  the  Monaro 
sites.  Whilst  it  is  true  that  those  sites 
are  situated  on  a  high  tableland,  they  are  ' 
very  much  more  vulnerable  than  is  the  , 
Lyndhurst  site.  If  -we  are  to  establish  a 
Capital  of  this  character,  it  should  be  re- 
presentative of  the  wealth  and  influence  of 
the  Commonwealth.  It  will  be  the  home 
of  all  that  the  people  of  the  Federation 
hold  dear.  It  will  contain  all  the  histori- 
cal documents  of  the  Commonwealth.  It 
will  be  the  centre  from  which  the  functions 
of  government  will  be  discharged,  and  from 
which  its  banking  and  commercial  transac- 
tions will  extend  throughout  the  whole  of 
Australia.  Consequently  we  must  see  that 
whilst  it  is  reasonably  accessible  to  the 
centres  of  population,  it  also  offers  facili- 
ties for  defence  against  a  hostile  force. 
I  claim  that  the  western  district  conforms 
more  nearly  to  the  ideal  conditions  which 
have  been  laid  down  by  that  great  autho- 
rity. Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  than  does  any 
other  site,  and  would  best  lend  itself  to  the 
mobilization  of  the  Commonwealth  Defence 
Forces.  In  my  earlier  remarks  I  made 
some  reference  to  the  question  of  accessi- 
bility. Let  me  now  examine  the  merits  of 
the  rival  sites  from  that  stand-point.  Ac- 
cording to  the  report  of  the  Capital  Sites 
Commissioners  the  cost  of  providing  an 
efficient  water  supply  at  Bombala — a  sup- 
ply drawn  from  the  Delegate  River — would 
be,  roughly  speaking,  ^531,000.  If  the 
supply  were  drawn  from  the  Snowy  River, 
its  cost  would  be  j£6ij,ooo.  The  resump- 
tion of  the  catchment  area  would  involve 
an  expenditure  of  ;£i2i,ooo,  and  that  of 
the  city  site  of  ;£24,ooo.  Unfortunately, 
the  Bombala  district  labours  under  a  very 
great  disadvantage  in  respect  of  railway 
communication.  I  believe  that  it  is  deserv- 
ing of  more  consideration  in  this  respect 
than  it  has  hitherto  received.  At  the 
.same  time  I  do  not  think  that  it  is 
the  rich  district  which  some  of  its 
advocates  would  lead  us  to  believe.  As 
far  as  I  am  able  to  judge  each  of  the  rival 
districts  possesses  distinct  characteristics. 
For  example,  the  Avestem  area  is  largely 
composed  of  rich,  volcanic,  high  lands. 
A  feature  of  thai  district  is  that  the  soil 
on  the  top  of  the  hills  is  as  rich  as  is  that 
in  the  valleys.  Those  honorable  members 
llir.  Brown. 


who  visited  the  Orange  site  will  recoUe 
seeing  potatoes  under  cultivation  th? 
right  at  the  summit  of  the  ridges,  plairi 
indicating  that  the  land  along  those  rld^j 
was  very  rich.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  t 
sides  of  Canobolas  itself  are  cultivated  | 
a  very  ronsiderable  elevation.  Indeed,  tl 
hills  and  rolling  downs  of  the  western  distr 
are  famed  throughout  New  South  Wal 
for  their  productiveness.  The  Tumut  d 
trict  is  distinguished  by  high  hills  and  de 
valleys.  The  latter  are  exceedingly  ric 
some  of  them  being  of  a  semi-tropic 
nature.  The  Tumut  valley  is  famed  i 
the  growth  of  the  finest  leaf  tobacco,  ai 
the  best  maize  produced  in  New  Sou 
Wales.  The  area  of  rich  land,  howevi 
is  not  very  extensive.  I  hold  in  my  ha{ 
a  report  u[)on  this  very  subject  by  ^i 
Chesterman,  in  which  he  points  out  tj 
extent  of  very  rich,  and  of  medium  coi| 
try,  which  is  contained  in  the  Tumut  d 
trict.    He  says — 

The  extent  of  alluvial  land  in  the  v.illey 
the  Tumut  was  some  years  ago  estimated  ;is  i 
lows  : — Tumut  River  (including  the  Goobaragi 
dra,  from  four  miles  below  Brungle  lo  Talbing 
i4,S6o ;  llrungle  Creek,  600 ;  Killimicat  ('rei 
500;  Bombowlcc  Creek,  600;  Gilmore  Creek,  Si 
Total,  i/,36o  acres. 

That  is  the  estimate  furnished  by  tl 
officer,  who  is  well  acquainted  with  t 
entire  district.  He  goes  on  to  quote  tl 
following  paragraph,  from  a  report  pi 
pared  by  Mr.  Gilliat,  in  1891  : — 

The  above-mentiQiicd  report  estimates  the  1 
tent  of  arable  upland  at  100,000  acres.  This, 
course,  will  vary  according  to  the  limit  adopts 
The  area  remaining  may  be  classed  as  pasM 
land,  better  adapted  to  sheep  than  large  stoi 
Some  of  it  is  very  inferior,  while  in  other  plai 
sheep  thrive  well. 

Later  on  he  quotes  an  extract  from  tl 
report  of  a  local  Committee,  the  membc 
of  which  would  not  be  likely  to  undii 
estimate  the  area  of  rich  land  within  tli 
district.    The  report  states — 

The  area  within  a  radius  of  twenty  mil^N 
the  proposed  site  is  composed  of  170,000  acres; 
rich  chocolate-colored  volcanic  soil,  and  ,^o,< 
acres  of  rich  alluvial  flats  (much  of  which  I 
been  cultivated  for  fifty  years,  with  little  or' 
deterioration),  whilst  the  more  elevated  pori.<i 
afford  splendid  grazing  country  for  sheep  r!(j 
to  the  mountain-tops. 

The  soil  upon  the  hills  there  is  not  so  rti 
as  is  that  of  the  %vestern  district,  becau 
it  is  largelv  subjected  to  weather  conditioil 
The  much-talked -of  Tooma  site,  upon  tl 
Upper  Murray,  also  comprises  rich  narri 
valleys  with  high  uplands,  which  are  n 
calculated  to  support  ^^^^^fBf^^^ 
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at  ion.    The  Bombala  area,  extending  from 
he  Snowy  River  to  the  Victorian  border, 
-onsists  largely  of  undulating  country  wifh 
fre  ]uent  granite  outcrops.   It  is  fairly  good 
;;r.i2ing  country,  and  parts  of  it  at>j  of  a 
rich  volcanic  nature;  there  is  not,  however, 
a  very  great  extent  of  it.    Towards  "Bom- 
liala  itself,  the  valleys  become  deeper,  and 
i\  greater  area  of  rich  soil  is  to  be  found 
there.    These  constitute  the  highly-cultivated 
part  5  of  the  district.  When  we  recollect,  how- 
ever, that  this  country'  was  occupied  sixty 
>t'ars  ago  and  before  the  western  district 
>vas  opened  up,  that  about  -/!i,ooo,ooo  has 
expended  in  an  effort  to  de%*elop  it, 
with  very  little  success,  it  is  at  once  patent 
that  some  very  great  natural  disadvantages 
m'jst  confront  the  settlers  there.    On  the 
other  hand,  the  people  in  the  western  dis- 
trict   originally  had  to  contend  with  the 
barrier  ot  the  Blue  Mountains.   Teams  had 
to  laboriouslv  drag  their  loads  over  that 
ranL'e.    It  was  only  after  considerable  de- 
velopment had  taken  place  in  that  district 
th.it  the  Government  of  Xew  South  Wales 
undertook  the  great  engineering  feat  of  con- 
structing a  railway  across  the  Blue  Moun- 
tains.  To  put  the  matter  tersely,  the  rail- 
way did  not  develop  the  western  district, 
but  the  western  district  Seveloped  the  rail- 
way.   That  fact  discloses  a  material  differ- 
ence between  this  site  and  its  rivals,  and  one 
to  which  I  would  invite  the  attention  of 
the  Coircnittee.    The  cost  of  connecting 
CiMma  and  Bombala  by  rail,  according  to 
report  of  the  Capital  Sites  Commis- 
sioners, would  be  ^337,000,  whilst  that  of 
constructing  a  line  from  Bccnbala  to  Baims- 
da'e     is     estimated     at     jQi  ,181 ,000. 
I  noti(%  that  the  surveyors,  who  have 
sirce      examined      this      site,  have 
not     departed     from     that  estimate. 
From  Bondi  to  Eden  the  cost  would  be 
j<|93i,ooo.     These   are   necessary  lines, 
if  the  site  which  I  have  mentioned  is  to  be 
chosen.     One  of  the  arguments  in  favour 
of  the  Capital  being  located  there,  is  based 
oa  the  cheap  water  carriage  to  Eden.  If 
that  is  to  be  of  any  advantage,  there  must 
railway  connexion   with   the  Capital. 
That  railwav  would  be  perhaps  as  expen- 
sive a  bit  of  work  as  any  of  the  Imes  that 
have  been  mentioned.     Then,  again,  there 
must  be  connexion  between  Cooma  and  Bom- 
bala.in  order  to  give  railway  communication 
with  Sydney ;  and  if  Victoria  is  to  be  satis- 
fied with  that  connexion,  it  will  mean  a 
great  detour  round  by  Goulburn.  But, 
assuming  that  Victoria  will  want  to  get  as 
direct  a  coiuiexion  as  possible,  it  will  be 
tis 


necessary  to  construct  the  Bombala-Bainu- 
dale  line,  which  wil),  on  the  estimate  to 
which  I  ha\'e  referred,  cost  ;^i,i8i,ooo. 
So  that  in  these  railways  will  be  involved 
an  expenditure  of  ^^2, 449.000. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — ^Then  there  is 
^1,028,000  for  the  pon. 

Mr.  BROWN.— Yes ;  with  respect  to  the 
port— it  is  called  a  harbor  by  courtesy — if 
it  is  to  be  made  of  any  value,  the  expendi- 
ture will  be  considerable.  A  human-made 
harbor  has  never  yet  been  a  success. 

Mr.    Batchelor. — What    about  Fre- 

mantle  ? 

Mr.  BROWN.— I  say  nothing  of  Fre- 
mantle;  but  New  South  Wales  has  tried 

the  experiment  of  making  harbors  on  the 
east  coast,  and  practically  the  money  might 
as  well  have  been  thrown  into  the  sea.  It 
is  a  most  expensive  work  to  undertake.  But 
if  a  harbor  that  could  stand  could  be  con- 
structed, there  might  be  a  justification  for 
it.  Engineers,  however,  have  not  been 
able  to  construct  harbor  works  on  the  east 
coast  of  New  South  Wales  that  could  stand 
against  the  varying  influences  of  the  cur- 
rents, tides,  and  storms  that  obtain  there. 
If  the  harbor  is  to  be  a  success,  Mr.  Oliver 

states,  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Darling  

who  had  charge  of  the  New  South  Wales 
harbors  at  that  time — that  an  expenditure 
of  ;£r,028.ooo  would  be  required  to  con- 
struct the  breakwaters,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  wharfs  and  other  facilities  necessary 
for  shipping.  But  suppose  we  take  the 
lower  estimate  of  Mr.  Oliver,  produced  in 
his  criticism  of  the  Commissioners'  report. 
It  is  an  estimate  furnished  by  Mr.  G.  H. 
Halligan,  an  officer  of  the  Works  Depart- 
ment of  New  South  Wales.  He  showed 
that  a  small  breakwater,  at  a  cost  of 
;^i5o,ooo,  would  give  harbor  accommoda- 
tion of  less  than  a  mile.  The  actual  area 
being  0.8  of  a  square  mile.  The  depth 
would  be  about  four  fathoms.  He  also 
indicates  that  for  a  further  expenditure  of 
^^450,000,  four  and  a  half  square  miles 
of  harbor  accommodation  might  be  pro- 
vided, and  that  it  would  also  be  necessary 
to  meet  the  shipping  requirements  to  expend 
about  ;^3o,ooo  upon  jetties,  and  so  forth, 
or  a  minimum  of  harbor  accommodation. 
But  this  is  not  the  only  expenditure  which 
the  Commonwealth  would  be  called  upon 
to  incur.  The  very  position  of  the  har- 
bor, and  the  uses  to  which  it  woujd  be 
put,  would  necessitate  its  being  fortified. 
We  know,  from  our  experience  in  Mel- 
bourne and  Sydney,  what  enormous  sums 
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of  money  can  be  sunk  in  proTiding  meanb 
of  defence  for  harbors  on  anything  like  a 
reasonable  scale.  That  item  has  not  been 
considered  in  the  preparation  of  the  esti- 
mates to  which  I  have  alluded. 

Mr.  Kelly. — There  is  an  additional 
item — we  should  have  to  subsidize  the 
shipping  companies  heavily  to  get  them  to 
allow  their  vessels  to  go  there. 

Mr.  BROWN. — That  may  be  the  case, 
as  there  is  considerable  danger  in  navigat- 
ing that  coast.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  ship-owners  would  require  subsidies, 
but  they  certainly  would  require  the  money 
which  I  have  mentioned  to  be  spent  upon 
the  harbor,  to  make  the  accommodation 
for  their  vessels  reasonable.  Even  then 
our  experience  shows  us  that  we  could  not 
guarantee  to  make  the  harbor  absolutely 
safe.  The  necessary  expenditure  on  ac- 
count of  the  harbor  on  the  lowest  scale 
would  be  80,000,  which  makes  the 
actual  expenditure  ;^3,ooo,ooo,  in  order 
to  give  reasonable  means  of  access  to 
Bombala  or  Dalgety.  If  the  harbor  is 
to  be  of  the  character  indicated  by  Mr. 
Darley,  wKo  reported  upon  it,  another 
j£i,ooo,ooo  win  have  to  be  expended.  The 
Federal  Capital  Commission  shows  that 
other  railwavs  will  have  to  be  constructed, 
and  they  estimate  that  their  cost — ^that  is, 
to  give  further  facilities  to  connect  the 
Capital  with  Adelaide  and  with  the  north 
— would  be  ;^7, 000,000.  So  that  the 
total  expenditure,  in  order  to  make  Bom- 
bala or  Dalgety  anything  like  reasonably 
accessible  for  the  purposes  of  the  Federal 
Capital,  and  to  provide  a  port,  and  a 
water  supply  for  a  population  of  50,000 
people,  would  be  no  less  than  j£i  1.022,680. 
With  regard  to  Tumut.  the  water  supply 
is  reasonably  cheap.  I  wish  to  indicate 
that  in  dealing  with  the  Tumut  site,  I  have 
to  take  the  figures  for  the  Lacmalac  site  as 
the  basis  of  my  estimate.  The  Lac- 
malac site  is  the  only  one  for 
which  we  ha\-e  any  data.  It  is  the  cheap- 
est site  in  the  district,  with  the  exception 
of  Gadara.  At  Tumut  the  water  supply 
would  cost  ^^200,280.  The  resumption  of 
the  catchment  area  would  cost  jQiSo.  The 
city  site  would  cost  jQ35,ooo.  Railway 
extension,  six  and  a  half  miles, 
would  cost  ;^r5o,ooo.  If  the  con- 
nexion be  made  with  Victoria — and 
we  haxe  every  reason  to  believe  that 
that  connexion  is  held  bv  a  large  number 
of  honorable  members  to  be  essential — upon 
the  Victorian  estimate  the  line  would  cost 
j^i, 240,000.    In  addition,  it  would  cost 


^6,000  to  construct  a  bridge  over  the  M 
ray.  I  am  simply  giving  the  lowest  e: 
mate,  furnished  by  the  Victorian  railu 
engineers.  But  the  other  e\'ening,  the  hi 
orable  and  learned  member  for  Werrii 
who  is  a  practical  man  in  connexion  w 
surveying,  stated  that  he  had  thoroug! 
examined  the  country,  and  had  arrived 
the  conclusion  (hat.  instead  of  its  being  p 
sible  to  construct  that  line  for  ;£8.500 
mile — which  is  the  basis  upon  which  I  ma 
this  calculation — it  would  cost  nea 
;^20,ooo  a  mile  to  build  the  line  from  1 
mut  to  the  Victorian  border.  I  can  -iv 
understand,  from  the  little  acquaintance 
have  with  that  country,  and  from  its  pre 
pilous  character,  that  it  certainly  wou 
cost  a  very  large  sum  to  give  it  the  ben( 
of  railway  connexion.  The  actual  expt 
diture  on  this  site  would  be  ^£1,515.000 
the  lowest  estimate ;  but  if  the  testimo 
of  the  honorable  and  learned  member  i 
Werriwa  is  of  any  value,  the  cost  would 
considerably  more.  But  I  do  not  thi 
that  the  line  can  be  constructed  mc 
cheaply  than  according  to  the  Victorian  i 
timate ;  and  that  means  that,  in  order  togi 
facilities  for  communication,  an  actual  e, 
penditure  of  515,000  will  be  necessai 
According  to  the  expert  Commissione 
;£7'532»i83,  is  required  for  projected  ra 
ways,  making  a  total  of  ;^9, 047,719  f 
means  of  communication,  water  suppl\ .  1 
sumption  and  catchment  area.  A  railway 
su;'gested  from  Warwick  to  Brisbane. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Oh  ! 

Mr.  BROWX.— The  right  honorab 
member  takes  exception  to  that  statemen 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  I  a 
quoting  the  same  authorities  in  connexit 
with  all  the  sites. 

Mr.  TuDos. — That  is  a  new  line  ? 

Mr.  BROWX.— It  is  a  new  line  in  ord 
to  get  through  communication;  and  t! 
Wellington  to  Werris  Creek  line  and  tl 
transcontinental  line  are  included  in  t! 
estimate.  According  to  ilie  reports, 
water  supply  at  Lyndhurst  for  a  popul; 
tion  of  50,000  people  means  an  expend 
ture  of  ;i<^427,ooo ;  the  resumption  ( 
catchment  area,  ;£i6o,ioo ;  city  $'* 
;^2o,ooo;  or  a  total  of  jQ6o-j,ooo.  Ti 
actual  expenditure  contemplated  at  Et'H 
bala,  on  the  basis  indicated. 
;^3,oo6,68o ;  and  at  Tumut  the  exp-  n.! 
ture  is  ;^i,5i5.46o,  if  the  line  be  f.ike 
down  to  the  Murray  and  across  into  \i< 
toria  as  proposed  in  last  Parliamen' 
Honorable  members  will  see  how  thes 
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figures  compare  with  an  actual  expendi- 
ture of  ;£6o7,ooo  at  Lyndhurst.  Before  a 
sin|[ie  pound  is  spent  on  buildings  at  Bom- 
t>ala,  there  must  be  an  expenditure  of  over 
.^^3, 000,000  in  order  to  give  reasonable  ac- 
cessibility. 

Sir  John  Forkest. — All  that  is  wanted 
is  a  railway  of  thirty  miles  frtxn  Cooma  to 
Oalgety. 

Mr.  BROWN.— If  the  right  honorable 
member  is  of  opinicm  that  a  railway  from 
CTooraa  to  Dalgety  will  satisfy  the  Com- 
monwealth, what  becomes  of  the  great 
argument  as  to  the  necessity  for  a  port? 
Of  what  good  is  a  port  without  connecting 
railways?  Would  Victorian  members  be 
satisfied  to  journey  right  round  by  Albury 
and  Goulbum  ?  There  is  no  doubt  that  if 
the  Capital  site  be  fixed  at  Bnnbala,  the 
Victorian  people  will  be  asked  to  incur  an 
expenditure  of  o\-er  ;£i,ooo,ooo  in  order 
to  pro\ide  reasonable  means  of  communica- 
tion. That  is  the  estimate  made  by  the 
expert  Commissioners.  I  am  not  a  Kya- 
bramite  to  the  extent  of  believing  that  all 
expenditure  should  be  cut  down  to  the  nar- 
rowest limits ;  but  such  great  divergence 
between  the  estimates  ought  to  have 
some  weight  with  us  in  selecting  a 
site.  These  are  not  my  own  figures,  but 
the  figures  of  the  expert  Commissioners, 
with  the  exception  of  those  relating  to  the 
harbor,  which  were  supplied  by  Mr. 
Oli^'er.  And  we  must  not  forget  that  these 
figures  are  placed  before  us  for  the  purpose 
of  guiding  and  assisting  us  in  arriving  at 
a  decision.  If  honorable  members  will 
turn  to  page  51  of  the  Commissioners'  re- 
port, they  will  find  that,  in  order  to  pro- 
vide prospective  railway  facilities  at  Lynd- 
hurst, there  must  be  a  total  expenditure  of 
;£7, 353,414.  That  includes  a  railway 
from  Wellington  to  Werris  Creek,  at 
;£5'4tS76  J  frmn  Warwick  to  Brisbane, 
;^^3i>5oo  fnnn  Cobar  to  South  Australia, 
;<^i'i»7.338.  and  the  transcontinental 
line,  costing  ;^S,09o,iS3. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — That  is  a  million 
and  a  quarter  too  much  for  the  transcon- 
tinental line. 

Mr.  BROWN.— I  am  quoting  the  report 
of  the  expert  Commissioners. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — According  to  the 
latest  report,  the  estimate  is  ;^4,050,ooo. 

Mr.  BROWN.— I  do  not  know  whether 
the  right  honorable  member  has  later  re- 
ports than  have  been  given  to  the  House. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^The  engineers 
have  reported  since  then. 

6  S  2 


Mr.  BROWN.— Well,  let  qs  reduce  the 
estimate  by  000,000.  In  respect  of 
the  projected  lines,  the  total  cost  at  Bom- 
bala  is  estimated  at  ;^io,ooo,ooo ;  at 
Tumut,  ;£8,ooo,ooo;  and  Lyndhurst, 
;^6, 000,000.  Acrarding  to  the  expert 
Commissioners,  288  miles  of  railway  on 
the  Bombala  site  would  cost  ;^2)449,50o; 
while  the  Lyndhurst  extension,  of  475 
miles,  is  estimated  to  cost  635,914. 
The  Lyndhurst  extension  would  bring 
Queensland  nearer,  by  the  Werris  Creek 
extension,  and  would  shorten  the  distance 
to  Adelaide,  by  the  Cobar-Wilcannia  and 
Broken  Hill  extensions.  Those  extensitms 
are  under  the  consideration  of  the  State 
Legislature  of  New  South  Wales,  quite 
apart  from  any  considerations  of  a  Federal 
Capital.  The  Cobar-Wilcannia  line  was 
authorized  by  the  last  Parliament  in  New 
South  Wales,  and  the  Weiris  Creek  ex- 
tension has  been  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Public  Works  Committee;  so  that 
both  haw  reached  a  progressive  stage.  One 
condition  laid  down  as  essential  in  a  Fed- 
eral Capital  by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith  is  a 
suitable  climate,  and  in  this  connexion, 
altitude  has  a  very  important  bearing. 
When  the  Tumut  site  was  selected  by  the 
last  Parliament,  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Swan  succeeded  in  having  fixed  a 
minimum  altitude  of  1,500  feet,  below 
which  he  considered  it  would  be  unwise  to 
locate  the  Capital. 

Mr.  Skene.— That     "  knocked    out " 

some  of  the  sites. 

Mr.  BROWN.— It  "knocked  out"  Lac- 
malac,  Ga.dara,  and  Tumut. 

Mr.  Kelly. — ^And  Tooma,  alsa 
Mr.  BROWN.— That  is  so,  if  Tooma  is 
to  be  considered  a  factor.  Lyndhurst 
has  an  elevation  of  2,280  feet ;  Orange, 
2,880  feet ;  Bathurst,  2,200  feet,  or  an 
average  for  the  western  sites  of  2,453. 
At  Bombala  itself  the  elevation  is 
2,400;  at  Dalgety,  2,650;  at  Uelegefe, 
2,550;  at  Coolringdon,  3,000  feet,  or  an 
average  for  the  four  sites  in  that  district 
of  2,400  feet.  Tumut  town  site  has  an  ele- 
vation of  1,000  feet;  Gadara,  1,050  feet; 
Lacmalac,  1,050  feet;  EUerslie,  1,300  feet; 
Mundongo,  1,250  feet.  These  four  sites 
are  under  the  minimimi  fixed  by  the  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan,  the  average 
being  1,150  feet.  When  we  get  into  the 
higher  country  ,  we  find  that  the  elevation 
of  Table  Top  is  2,000  feet;  Batlow,  2,550 
feet;  Wyangle,  1,650  feet;  Red  Hill  and 
Bondo,  2,500  feet ;  Toomarrama,  2,3^0  feet, 
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or  an  average  of  2,210  feet.  Now  we  come 
to  Welaregang.  Mr.  Chesterman,  in  his 
report,  gives  the  average  elevation  of  this 
site  at  approximately  i,ioc  feet.  If  the 
right  honorable  membi^r  for  Swan  is  still 
of  the  opinion  he  expressed  in  the  last 
Parliament  

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  am. 

Mr.  BROWN. — ^And  if  the  members  of 
the  Ministry  to 'which  he  belonged  are 
still  of  the  same  opinion,  this  Tooma  site 
has  no  show. 

Mr.  Knox. — If  the  honorable  member  is 
corrnrt  the  map  must  be  wrong. 

Mr.  BROWN.— But  I  am  going  by  Mr. 
Chesterman's  report,  and  as  that  is  only 
a  few  days  old,  I  presume  that  the  gentle- 
man who  made  it  secured  the  most  up-to- 
date  information. 

Mr.  Kelly. — ^That  country  was  only  ex- 
plored quite  recently. 

Mr.  BROWN.— The  first  expedition  from 
this  Parliament  visited  it  only  about  three 
weeks  ago.  1  have  no  desire  to  be  unduly 
severe  in  my  criticism  of  other  hcmorable 
members,  but  I  must  say  that  the  attitude 
adopted  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume,  with  respect  to  this  particular  site, 
is  most  extraordinary  when  compared  with 
the  attitude  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
has  adopted  with  respect  to  other  sites. 
When  this  Tooma  site  was  brought  forward 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Grampians 
in  the  last  Parliament  the  honorable  mem- 
ber asked  the  Government  to  remit  it  to  the 
expert  CommissioneffS  for  report.  I  Imow 
that  the  honorable  member  strongly  im- 
pressed upon  the  Minister  of  Home  Affairs 
at  the  time  the  necessity  for  extending  the 
inquiry  of  the  Commission  to  that  particu- 
lar site.  He  spoke  to  me  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  I  told  him  that  I  was 
opposed  to  all  the  sites  on  the  border, 
but  that  if  the  Government  intended  to  in- 
clude Albury  I  saw  no  reason  why  this 
site  at  Tooma  should  not  be  included  ] 
amongst  those  on  which  a  report  was  to  j 
be  made.  It  is  neither  more  nor  less  a  bor-  | 
der  site  than  is  Albury.  Why  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Hume,  who  previously  , 
objected  to  this  site  because  it  was  too  | 
near  the  border,  should  have  given  his  first  I 
preferential  vote  for  Albury  is  a  paradox 
which  I  cannot  pretend  to  understand.  ! 

Mr.  Kelly. — Does  the  honorable  mem-  ! 
bei  for  Hume  now  intend  to  vote  for 
Tumut? 

Mr,  BROWN. — I  do  not  know  how  the 
honorable  gentleman  intends  to  vote  narf. 
The  question  of  temperature  is  a  very  im- 


portant one,  and  in  this  connexion  I  sha 
not  confine  myself  to  the  information  su[ 
plied  by  the  report  of  the  expert  Commii 
I  sicxiers;  I  have  also  before  me  the  ir 
!  formation  a)ntained  in  the   very  seven 
caustic,  and,    to   some    extent,  deser\-e< 
criticism  of  the  Commission's  report  by  tW 
late  Mr.  Oliver.  The  figures  he  quotes  are 
For  Bombala,  highest  104'!  degrees, 
est  15*3  degrees,  and  the  mean  annua 
shade  temperature,  54  -3  degrees.  Fd 
Dalgety,  he  says  that  no  official  record 
are    available,    but    the    expert  Com 
missioners    in    their    special    report,  al 
■  page  2,  give  these  figures  for  that  site; 
Highest  temperature  1 04  degrees,  lowe) 
14  degrees,  mean  from  70  degrees  to  li 
degrees.    For  Lyndhurst,  the  figures  gi\"el 
are:  Mean  annual  shade  temperatur-i  52 -j 
degrees,  highest  98*4  degrees,  and  lowd 
15*4  degrees.    For  Tumut:  Mean  annua 
shade  temperature  62  degrees,  highest  loi 
degrees,  and  lowest  27  degrees.      It  wi] 
be  seen  that  in  the  matter  of  temperaturi 
the  western  site  shows  to  very  considerabi 
advantage.     1  wish  now  to  deal  with  th 
question  of  productivity,  and  I  shall  the 
conclude  what  I  have  to  say.      The  ex 
pert  Commissioners  in  their  report  had  ti 
consider   whether    the  «tes  could  afTori 
reasonable  support  for  a  populatirat  n| 
50,000.     It  will  be  seen  that  in  their  re 
port  they  give  an  estimate  ot  the  acreagl 
under  cultivation,  and  the  productivenesi 
at  each  of  the  different  sites.     They  takj 
for  Bombala  the  counties  of  Auckland  ad 
Wellesley,  and  they  give  the  average  aiej 
under     cultivation      for     eight  vpan 
preceding  March,  1903,  for  the  Bombals 
territory  at  12,513  acres,  and  for  'Dalgeti 
33.329  acres,  or  a  total  for  the  district  0I 
45.742  acres.    At  Tumut  the  area  undej 
cultivation  was  included  in  the  countie^ 
of  Buccleuch  and  Wynyard,  and  is  staled 
at  33*329  acres.    Coming  lo  the  western 
sites,  the  area  under  cultivation  at  Lynd^ 
hurst  is  given  at  179,303  acres.    I  shtjuld 
like  the  honorable  member  who  told  us  thai 
Lyndhurst  was  in  a  third-rate  agricultural 
district  to  explain  how  it  is  that  there  were 
179,000  acres  under  cultivation  in  that  dis- 
trict, whilst  in  the  districts  which  he  pre- 
ferred to  it,  Tumut  and  Bombala,  there 
were  only  33,000  acres  and  45,000  acres  re-i 
spectivelv  under  cultivation.    In  the  case 
of  the  latter  sites  the  acreage  given  covers 
the  whole  of  the  sites  within  the  territories 
mentioned,  but  the  acreage  given  for  Lynd^ 
hurst  covers  but  a  small  porticm  of  the 
western  territory  suggested.   Wcihave  now 
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to  consider  the  fifty  miles  radius,  and  the 
land    under  cultivation  at  Orange  was 
'47>259  acres,  and  at  Bathurst  119,488 
acres.      So  that  if  we  consider  Lyndhurst,  as 
including  these  three  sites,  there  were  there 
4-4C>.05o  acres  under  cultivation.    The  hon- 
orable member  who,  in  the  face  of  that, 
will  say  that  it  is  a  poor  agricultural  dis- 
trict must  consider  that  the  men  who  work 
the  land,  and  who  should  be  the  best  judges 
of  farming  conditiMis,  are  fools.    In  view 
of  the  figures  I  have  given,  it  must  be  clear 
that  the  contention  against  the  productivity 
of  the  western  district  cannot  survive  the 
hard  test  of  facts.    When  in  Sydney  some 
little  time  ago,  I  asked  the  Statistical  De- 
partment to  supply  me  with  last  year's 
figures  of  production  for  these  distrias. 
The   figures  referred  to  in  the  Commis- 
sioners' report  were  brought  up  only  to 
1903-,      I    asked    that    I    should  be 
supplied    with    figures    brought    up  to 
1904      showing     the   area   under  cul- 
tivation, and  the  produce  taken  from  the 
different  sites.  From  the  return  supplied  to 
me,  I  find  that  Bombala  last  year  product 
42,149  bushels  of   wheat,   and  Dalgety 
5i»3"7  bushels,  or  a  total  of  93,466  bushels 
for  the  district.    Of  maize  Bombala  pro- 
duced 274,803  bushels,  and  Dalgety  nil. 
Of  oats  Bombala  produced  16,009  bnshels, 
and  Dalgety  31,014,  or  a  total  of  47,023 
bushels  for  the  "district.    The  Monaro  sites 
last    year    produced    93,466    bushels  of 
wheat,  274,803  bushels  maize,  and  47,023 
bushels  of  oats.    I  find  that  Tumut  pro- 
duced   261,483    bushels    wheat,  229,975 
bushels  maize,  and  20,987  bushels  of  oats. 
L>ndhurst  produwd  2,852,859  bushels  of 
wheat,  157)243  bushels  of  maize,  207.599 
bushels     of     oats.     Orange  produced 
1 .408.366    bushels   of     wheat,     1 20,496 
bushels  of  maize,  and  185,412  bushels  of 
oats,     Bathurst  produced  1,146,525  bushels 
of  wheat,  93,450  bushels  of  maize,  and 
^65,047  bushels  of  oats.    The  total  pro- 
duction of  the  western  sites  was  : — Wheat, 
5-407;7So  bushels;  maize.  371,189  bushels; 
and  oats,  558.05S  bushels.    I  ask  honor- 
able members  if,  on  the  actual  facts,  they 
think  there  is  any  comparison  between  the 
productiveness  of  the  districts  surrounding 
these  three  sites.    I  have  given  the  pro- 
duce of  the  sites*  districts,  but  it  should 
not  be  forgotten  that  Lyndhurst  commands 
the  great  wheat  territory  to  the  west  of 
the  particular  sites  at  that  place,  and  the 
railway  goes  through  Lvndhurst  territorv, 
which  carries  the  wheat  from  those  districts 
to  the  Sydney  market  for  export.    In  New 


South  Wales  we  have  only  1,500,000 
acres  under  wheat,  and  yet  last  year  we 
produced     something     like  27,000,000 
bushels.    According  to  our  statisticians  we 
have  20,000,000  acres  of  land  in  New 
South  Wales  fit  for  wheat  cultivation,  and 
most  of  it  is  on  the  slopes  of  the  western 
tableland.    For  convenience,   the  statisti- 
cians divide  the   State   into'  districts,  in 
making  their  estimates  of  wheat  produc- 
tion.   The  highest  is  the  central  western 
district,  which  is  under  the  dMninance  of 
the    western    sites,    and    the  southern- 
western,  a  ocmsiderable  part  of  which  is 
under  the  dominance  of  tne  (xntral  western 
sites.     The  railway,   carrying   the  pro- 
ducts from  those  districts,  runs  through 
this   central   western   territory,  extending 
from      Orange     via     Wellington,  and 
Narramine  to  Nyngan ;   from   Orange  to 
Molong,  Forbes,  Parkes,  and  Condobolin, 
and  a  small  'area  on  the  southern  line,  em- 
br.acing  Grenfell.     On  the  central- western 
slopes,  which  are  supplied  with  raihviy 
communication,  there  were  produced  la^ 
year  7,743,000  bushels,  and  on  the  south- 
ern-western slopes  8,798,000  bushels.  The 
southern   border  of   the  central-western 
slopes  is  the  Lachlan  River,  and  the  rail- 
way to  tForbes  and  Condobolin  draws  traf- 
fic from  a  considerable  area  to  the  south  of 
that  river,  so  that  part  of  the  southern-west- 
ern slopes,  including  the  counties  of  Gipps, 
Forbes,  and  part  of  Bland,  would  furnish 
supplies  for  the  Federal  Territory.  Com- 
ing now  to  the  question  of  water  supply  : 
If  Lyndhurst  has  been  attacked  on  one 
point  more  than  on  another,  it  is  in  regard 
to    this  matter.'    An  anonymous  commu- 
nication, signed  by  one  who  terai*  himself 
"A   resident   of   Carcoar-Gnrland,"  and 
purports  to  speak  from  personal  know- 
ledge, has  been   printed  in   the  Bombala 
Times.     In  it  the  statement  is  made  that 
the  water  in  the  district  is  highly  mineral- 
ized, and,  therefore,  unfit  for  city  pur- 
poses.     I  am  surprised  that  any  sensible 
man  should  give  weight  to  an  anonymous 
communication  of  that  description  in  pre- 
ference to  the  reports  of  experts.  The 
Capital  Sites  Commission  investigated  the 
matter  thoroughly,  and  they  say  nothing 
about  the  water  there  being  impregnated 
by  deleterious  mineral  matter.  If,  in  their 
opinion,  the  w.^ter  in  the  district  was  un- 
fit for  human  use,  or  to  any  extent  affected 
by  the  presence  of  mineral  substances, 
it  would  have  been  their  duty  to  inform 
us  of  the  fact.      Some  honorable  mem- 
bers have  asked  why  a  special  analvsis  of 
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the  Lyndhurst  water  has  not  been  made. 
But  I  would  point  out  that  analyses  of  the 
■water  at  Orange  and  Bathuist,  both  of 
which  places  are  near  to  Lyndhurst  and  de- 
rive their  water  supply  from  practically  the 
same  source,  have  oeen  made.  I  have 
tried  to  ascertain  from  those  who  have  re- 
sided for  a  long  time  in  the  Lyndhurst 
district,  and  are  well  acquainted  with  it, 
what  modicum  of  truth  lies  in  the  state- 
ment to  which  I  have  referred,  and  I  have 
been  informed  that  the  only  foundation 
for  it  is  the  fact  that  a  small  creek  to  the 
south-west  of  the  site,  which  empties  itself 
into  the  Belabula  River,  runs  through  some 
limestcxie  country.  That  creek,  however, 
is  not  within  the  proposed  catchment  area. 
If  honorable  members  are  not  satisfied  with 
the  reports  which  we  have  already  obtained 
from  experts,  why  not  have  a  special  an- 
alysis of  the  'Lyndhurst  water?  It  has 
been  further  stated  that  the  creeks  in  the 
district  are  often  dry;  but  to  those  who 
hold  the  opinion  that  the  water  supply  there 
is  not  permanent,  I  commend  the  report 
of  Mr.  Pridham,  the  report  of  the  Com- 
missioners, and,  lastly,  the  report  of  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan,  who 
recently  visited  the  place.  If  they  read 
those  reports  they  will  find  that  a  supply 
sufficient  for  1 00,000  persons  can  be 
brought  to  the  proposed  city  site  by  gravi- 
tation. The  Lyndhurst  site  is  the  only 
one  which  can  be  so  supplied.  Both  the 
Tumut  and  the  Dalgety  supplies  would 
have  to  be  obtained  by  pumping. 

Mr.  Crouch. — No;  Dalgety  would  have 
a  gravitation  supply. 

Mr.  BROWX.— Well,  the  Bombala  sup- 
ply would  have  to  be  pumped.  In  my 
opinion,  the  Govenunent  made  a  wise 
choice  in  selecting  Mr.  Stewart,  of  South 
Australia,  to  deal  with  ithe  question  of 
water  supply.  I  was  in  Orange  while' he 
was  making  his  investigations,  and  I  know 
that  he  gave  his  personal  attention  to 
the  whole  matter.  He  did  not  regard  the 
reports  of  other  officers  as  sufficient,  but 
travelled  over  the  site  himself,  took  his 
own  measurements,  and  worked  out  his  own 
estimates.  Of  course,  he  had  the  assist- 
ance of  Mr.  Pridham  in  checking  his  calcu- 
lations. The  Commission  visited  the  dis- 
trict when  it  was  suffering  from  the  severest 
drought  ever  known  since  its  settlement 
by  white  people,  and  when  it  showed  to 
greatest  disadvantage.  Furthermore,  for 
the  purposes  of  their  estimate,  they  took 
the  minimum  run-off.     The  estimate  given, 


however,  is  not  entirely  theirs,  but  01 
based  upon  supplementary  estimates  of  e 
pert  officers  in  the  employment  of  the  0 
vernment  of  New  South  Wales.  Tbi 
do  not  say  that  there  is  no  water  at  Lyn 
hurst.  On  the  contrary,  they  say  that  tl 
catchment  area  there  would,  under  the  m(| 
unfavourable  conditions,  provide  a  supp 
sufficient  for  a  city  of  100,000  inhabitani 
while  Mr.  Wade  says  that  at  a  reasonali 
expenditure  a  supply  can  be  prondi 
sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  exte 
sive  irrigation,  and  to  meet  the  i 
quirements  of  an  additional  populatii 
of  200,000,  or  in  all  300,000  persoi 
The  right  honorable  member  for  Swan  i 
ferred  to  the  river  Lachlan  as  a  strea 
that  could  not  be  regarded  as  perennii 
My  acquaintance  with  that  river  dates  bq 
to  a  period  long  prior  to  that  of  the  vii 
paid  by  the  right  honorable  gentleman,  I 
I  was  born  in  the  Lachlan  valley. 

Sir  John  Fobrest. — I  only  quoted  t 
honorable  member  for  Hume.  He  sa 
the  river  was  dry  when  he  was  there-- 
had  not  seen  it. 

Mr.  BROWN.— The  right  honoral 
gentleman  did  not  quote  a  very  go 
authority. 

Mr.  Crouch.— -Does  the  honorable  mei 
ber  say  that  the  Ladilan  contains  puj 
drinkable  water? 

Mr.  BROWN.— Yes.  the  towns  1 
Forbes,  Condobolin,  and  Cowra  draw  thi 
supplies  from  the  Lachlan.  That  river, 
common  with  most  inland  rivers,  overfloi 
its  banks  in  times  of  heavy  flood,  and 
have  known  the  low-lying  land  along  t 
Lachlan  valley  to  be  submerged  for  a  d: 
tance  of  twenty  miles,  on  either  side  of  t 
river  bed.  The  Lachlan  basin  ^ 
described  bv  some  of  the  early  explore 
as  an  inland  sea.  Very  considerable  \fM 
are  entailed  upon  farmers  and  stock-own( 
by  these  inundations.  I  have  seen  whil 
flocks  of  sheep  washed  away  in  a  niehtJ 

Mr.  Batchelor. — There  have  been  U\ 
in  Australia  in  places  which  are  now  ocil 
pied  by  considerable  sandhills,  the  chail 
having  been  brought  about  within  three' 
four  vears. 

Mr.'  BROWN.— That  does  not  appiv 
the  country  of  which  I  am  speaking.  1 
proposal  which  has  been  mentioned  < 
lock  the  river  Lachlan  and  impound: 
large  quantity  of  water,  has  teen 
with  a  two-fold  object.  It  is  intend* 
first  of  all,  to  prevent  the  land  on  the  lofl 
reaches  of  the  Lachlan  from  being  1 
undated  at  times  of  heavy  flood,  3 
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iecontily,  to  impound  a  sufficient  quantity 
jf  water  to  enable  the  river  to  be  main- 
ained  at  normal  level  during  the  drier  pe- 
riods of  the  year,  and  to  provide  for  the 
re  luirements    of    irrigationists  along  the 
iianks   of  the  stream.      The  drought  of 
1903  was  the  severest  ever  experienced  in 
that  part  of  the  country.  It  was  the  wofst 
that  I  have  ever  known,  and  my  recollec- 
tion extends  as  far  back  as  1865.    In  the 
midst  of  the  drought,  the  river,  instead 
of  being  the  sand-bed  that  has  been  re- 
presented, ccMitaiiied  a  supply  of  water 
sufficient  to  meet  the  requirements  of  se- 
veral large  irrigation  plants.    One  station 
proprietor,  at  a  point   about  twenty-one 
miles  below  Forbes,  fed  seventy-five  sheep 
per  acre  throughout  the  drought,  by  irri- 
gating land  on  the  banks  of  the  Lachlan 
with  water  drawn  from  the  river,  and  be- 
low that  point,  as  far  as  Cowra,  a  con- 
siderable number  of  large  irrigation  plants 
were  kept  going  ccmtinuously.  I  admit  that 
the  large  quantities  of  water  drawn  off 
from  the  river  in  this  way,  and  impounded 
in  dams  that  were  constructed    on  the 
upper  part  of  the  stream,  caused  the  river 
to  run  dry  lower  down,  but  the  supply  of 
water  was  not  exhausted  for  a  length  of 
fully  100  miles.    Therefore,  the  I^chlan 
could  not  be  truthfully  described  as  dry, 
and  unreliable  as  a  source  of  water  supply. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Did  the  honorable  mem- 
ber say  that  stxne  of  the  land  carried 
seventy-five  sheep  to  the  acre  during  the 
drought. 

Mr.  BROWN.— Yes.  I  am  speaking  of 
a  well  authenticated  case.  The  operations 
were  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of 
an  officer  of  the  Agricultural  Department 
of  New  South  Wales,  with  a  view  to  de- 
monstrate the  advantages  of  irrigation,  and 
the  honorable  member  may,  if  he  chooses, 
obtain  further  particulars  by  consulting 
the  of&cial  reports  frran  which  my  informa- 
tion is  derived.  I  do  not  come  here  to 
tell  fairy  tales,  because  the  facts  are  suffi- 
cient to  enable  me  to  establish  the  claims 
of  Lyndhurst.  What  did  Mr.  Wade  say 
with  respect  to  catchment  area  in  connexion 
with  the  gravitation  scheme  mentioned  by 
the  Commissioners?    He  said — 

I  am  personally  acquainted  with  all  of  these 
catchments,  and  am  in  accord  with  the  Commis- 
ftioners  in  their  views  as  to  basis  of  run-o(!,  and 
consider  that,  by  amplifying  the  storage,  a  popu- 
lation in  round  numbers  of  100,000  people  could 
be  supplied  with  too  gallons  per  head  per  diem. 

Mr.  Wade,  who  is  the  Chief  Engineer  of 
Water    Conservlation    in    New  South 


Wales,  pointed  out  that  the  Com- 
missioners were  well  within  the  mark 
when  they  said  ttiat  100,000  people  could 
be  supplied.  Then,  dealing  with  the  sup- 
plementary scheme,  he  said — 

la  addition  to  these  gravitation  sources,  the 
Federal  Koyal  Commission  suggested  the  Lach. 
Ian  River  as  an  additional  source  of  supply  by 
pumping  from  the  storage  proposed  for  i^ngation 
purposes  by  the  Slate,  at  Wyangala.  It  was 
suggested  that  a  supply  for  an  additional  303,000 
could  be  obtained.  .  .  The  Wyangala  storage,  if 
carried  out  to  the  fullest  extent  of  the  proposals 
for  irrigation  purposes,  will  store  seven ty-eight 
thousand  million  gallons,  and  be  capable  of  sup- 
plying 135  million  gallons  per  da^  throughout 
the  driest  succession  of  years  experienced  on  the 
L.ichlan,  such  as  1901-a. 

Mr.  Wade  has  adopted  a  very  safe  basis 
for  his  calculations,  and  there  need  be  no 
fear  that  his  estimates  will  not  be  realized. 
I  wish  to  say  that,  as  the  result  of  my  own 
experience  and  observation,  from  the  point 
of  view  of  productiveness,  and  of  the  pos- 
sibility of  founding  a  city  from  its  own 
latent  resources,  no  site  submitted  for  oar 
consideration  can  compare  with  the  western 
sites.  Z  think  I  have  amply  demonstrated 
that,  by  showing  the  very  wide  margin 
which  exists  between  them  and  other  sites  so 
far  as  productiveness  and  the  areas  under 
cultivation  are  concerned.  That  is  an 
item  which  is  worthy  of  very  serious  con- 
sideration. F  rom  the  stand-point  of 
splendid  panoramic  country,  the  Orange 
site  stands  unrivalled.  On  the  other 
hand,  for  scenic  beauty,  in  the  shape  of 
high  snow-capped  mountains,  Tooma  pro- 
bably excels  all  others,  whilst  Dalgety  un- 
doubtedly would  furnish  the  best  water 
supply.  Dut  I  would  point  out  that  we 
are  not  called  upon  to  select  a  site  simply 
on  account  of  its  water  supply,  or  because 
it  is  within  seventeen  or  thirty  miles  of 
snow-capped  mountains.  It  must  pos- 
sess other  qualifications.  On  the  grounds 
of  centrality,  accessibility,  general  climatic 
conditions,  altitude,  facilities  for  deferxK, 
and  of  a  reasonable  water  supply,  I  think  I 
have  shown  that  the  western  site  is  at  least 
deserving  of  very  serious  consideration  at 
the  hands  of  honorable  members.  I  trust 
that  the  Committee  will  not  say  that  be- 
cause this  site  happens  to  be  only  seven 
hours  distant  by  rail  from  Sydney,  and 
eleven  hours'  journey  from  Melbourne,  it 
should  not  be  considered.  I  claim  that 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  as  well  as  its 
letter,  should  be  respected.  I  trust  that 
we  shall  make  a  selection  which  will  jus- 
tify our  wisdom,  not  only  to  the  present 
generation,  but  to  the  generations  to  come. 
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Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong).— I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  follow  the  example  of  the  honorable 

member  for  Canobolas  by  making  a  lengthy 
speech.  He  has  supplied  the  Committee 
with  a  large  amount  of  valuable  infor- 
mation, which  will  prove  very  co-i- 
venient  for  the  purposes  of  reference.  He 
gave  us  statistics  which  had  not  been  pre- 
sented by  any  other  honorable  member. 
When  he  put  forward  the  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  making  the  necessary  railway  connexions 
to  Lyndhurst,  he  included  in  it  the  cxm- 
struction  of  a  railway  to  Western  Austra- 
lia, and  the  extension  of  a  line  to  connect 
with  Brisbane.  Surely,  when  he  entered  into 
such  figures,  he  departed  from  the 
practical  character  of  his  address.  I  can 
speak  with  personal  knowledge  of  the  vari- 
ous centres  of  population  in  the  western 
district.  I  have  paid  many  visits  to  it, 
and  am  intimately  acquainted  with  all  its 
varied  resources.  I  am  prepared  at 
once  to  acknowledge  that  there  are  many 
advantages  associated  with  it.  The  one 
feature  connected  with  it  which  appeals  to 
me  more  than  does  any  other  is  that  of 
its  accessibility.  If  the  Lyndhurst  site 
be  ultimately  selected,  no  serious  outlay 
will  be  required  in  connexion  with  railwaj 
extension.  I  frankly  ccxifess  that  that 
district  contains  great  possibilities  for  the 
suppwt  of  a  large  and  prosperous  city. 
Its  mineral  resources  are  great,  its  agri- 
cultural capabilities  very  considerable.  But 
when  I  have  said  that.  I  have,  in  my  judg- 
ment, exhausted  all  the  advantages  which 
it  possesses.  Coming  to  the  Bombala  and 
Dalgetv  sites,  I  say  that  if  there  were  no 
consideration  affecting  their  claims  other 
than  that  of  the  enormous  expenditure  which 
would  require  to  be  incurred  by  Victoria 
before  they  could  be  linked  with  this  State 
bv  necessary  railway  communication, 
t^at  would  be  sufficient  to  prevent 
them  from  being  seriously  considered. 
The  district  has  very  many  advantages, 
which  have  been  justly  enumerated  by  my 
honorable  friend  who  preceded  me.  I 
have  to  confess  that,  although  I  have  had 
a  business  ass(x:iation  with  it.  I  have  not 
inspected  the  area.  But  I  have  means  of 
forming  estimates  of  the  character  of  the 
countr}*,  of  its  possibilities,  of  its  mineral 
resources;  and  I  have  the  knowledge  which 
enables  me  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion  that 
for  the  proper  development  of  that  country 
an  expenditure  would  have  to  be  incurred 
which  we  should  not  be  justified  in  under- 
taking at  the  present  time.     As  I  have 


I  already  indicated,  I  farour  a  site 
'  dav  bv  day,  is  growing  in  fa^'our  amonj 
honorable  members — that  is  the  Too: 
■■  site.  The  visits  which  have  been  made 
j  that  site  have  impressed  honorable  memb 
as  to  its  great  natural  features.  I  c 
speak  from  personal  knowledge,  extendi 
over  a  number  of  years,  of  the  possibiliil 
of  the  district.  The  honorable  meml 
for  iCanobolas  attempted  to  show  that 
the  Tooma  site  were  chosen  a  tofv  lar 
initiatory  expenditure  would  have  to 
incurred  by  the  State  of  Victoria.  I  i 
prepared  to  say,  as  one  who  hopes  to  c( 
tinue  to  occupy  a  seat  in  this  House— a 
I  can  speak  on  behalf  of  others  who  : 
in  the  same  position — that  we  should 
quite  willing  for  a  very  long  limc- 
come  to  suner  the  inconveniences  whii 
I  would  necessarily  be  entailed  in  getting 
the  Seat  of  Government,  if  it  were 
Tooma,  without  asking  the  Victorian  G 
vernment  to  incur  the  expenditure  neci 
sary  to  carry  the  railway  to  the  river,  a; 
to  construct  a  bridge  across  it.  But  t 
extension  of  the  railway  from  the  main  11 
to  Sydney  from  Germanton  to  the  Ga 
and  onwards  to  the  point  at  wl.ich 
think  the  Capital  might  suitably  be  1 
cated,  is  a  work  that  would  not  involve  aii 
thing  like  the  expenditure  which  the  \\\ 
imagination  of  my  honorable  friend  h 
led  the  Committee  to  believe.  That  « 
tension  is  a  work  which  the  New  Sou 
Wales  Government  would  be  abundant 
j  justified  in  making,  because  of  the  count 
!  which  would  be  opened  up.  I  do  not  pi 
j  pose  to  follow  my  honorable  friend  in  1 
,  various  arguments,  figures,  and  quolalio 
in  support  of  his  own  site.  Nor  will  I  ft 
I  lo^r  him  in  his  remarks  with  respect  to  c 
matic  conditions,  the  fertility  of  the  so 
and  the  possibilities  in  other  directims- 
would  simply  state  what  with  me  was  t 
one  guiding  factor  in  pledging  my  suppo: 
'  all  the  way  through,  to  the  area  which  ca 
'  mences  at  Albury  and  runs  along  the  Upp 
Murray.  Honorable  members  are  awa 
that  Albury  dropped  out  of  considerati< 
in  practically  the  first  vote  at  the  time  wlv 
the  sites  were  balloted  upon.  Tumut  ihi 
siixeeded,  as  I  trust  the  district  will  su 
cesd  again,  in  securing  the  support  of  ho 
urable  members.  I  have  supported  ih 
district  for  this  reason:  There  is  nj  <.tb 
part  of  Australia  where  the  Capital  con 
be  placed  in  a  reasonably  accessible  po: 
tion  at  the  foot  of  a  range  of  mouni.ii 
that  forms  one  of  the  finest  natural  featui 
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almost  in  the  world.  The  site  is  practically 
at  the  foot  of  Mount  Kosciusko  jii.-I  the 
magnificent    ranges    that    make    a  back- 
iiround  to  the  district.    The  climate  is  not 
so  cold   as   to  be  other  than  agrt^eabiv 
and  healthily  bracing.    We  want,  as  one 
of  the  essential  conditions  of  any  centre  of 
future  population,  a  permanent  and  endur- 
ing supply  of  water,  fed  if  possible  from 
snow-capped  mountains.  There  is  no  other 
part  of  Australia  where  th(»e  conditions 
exist,  except  on  the  western  side  of  the 
Great  Dividing  Range  of  which  Mount 
Kosciusko  is  the  prominent  feature.  Of 
course,  my  honorable  friends  who  support 
the  Bombala  and  Dalgety  sites  will  remind 
us  that  the  Monaro  district  dh")  has  great 
natural  features.    But  I  have  shown  th:.t 
the   insuperable  objection   to  it   U  ihe 
enormous    initial   expense   which  would 
be    necessary,    apart    from    other '  ob- 
jections,   to    which    I    shall  presently 
refer.    Another  consideration  influences  me, 
and  it  is  this — that  every  capital  city  in 
the  world  is  placed  beside  a  stream  leading 
to  the  sea.  It  may  be  said  that  although  the 
waters  of  the  Upper  Murray  are  permanent 
they  are  not,  at  the  present  time,  very 
considerable  in  volume.     But  we  have 
seen  in  other  parts  of  the  civilized  world 
what  has  been  done  in  the  direction  of  the 
enlargement  of  rivers  by  weiring,  and  by 
various  other  methods  known  to  engineers. 
The  Murray  at  this  site  has  possibilities  of 
extension,  because  of  the  waters  which  can 
be  sucttssfully  di\-erted  into  it  from  other 
sources,  which  we'  camiot  at  present  ade- 
quately calculate.    I,  therefore,  say  that  we 
have  an  opportunity  of  placing  onr  Ciiiital, 
and  we  expect  that  it  w^ill  becon-e  a  magnifi- 
cent city,  right  beside  this  great  and  isolatet! 
national  feature  of  Australia — the  high  per- 
manently  snow-capped   Mount  Kosciusko. 
In  this  district  there  is  also  a  river  which 
connects  directly  with  the  ocean,  and  it  has 
the  further  advantage  that  in  the  case  of 
the  approach  of  an  enony  it  would  have 
the  protection  of  a  range  of  mountains. 
I   am    prepared    to    admit,    with  the 
honorable    member    who    preceded  me, 
that  the   latter    advantage  is  possessed 
eiually  by  Lyndhurst ;  but  for  resisting  an 
aggressive  attack,  I  say  that  Tooma  is  more 
advantageously  situated.    The  main  points 
which  I  urge  are  the  great  natural  features 
I  have  described,  including  a  river  to  the 
sea.  and  a  fertility  of  soil  which  cannot  be 
denied  by  any  one  possessing  knowledge  of 
the  country.   These  are  magnificent  advan* 


tages  whidi  cannot  be  claimed  for  any  other 
site  which  has  been  named.    But  I  have 

been  forced,  very  much  against  my  will, 
to  consider  the  merits  and  demerits  of  the 
various  sites.  As  I  have  said,  I  had  earn- 
estly hoped  that  ordinary  common 
sense  would  prevail,  and  that  this 
question  would  be  deferred  until  there 
ivas  some  justitication  for  its  im- 
mediate settlement.  The  debate  has  re- 
vealed a  great  diversity  of  opinion,  and 
honorable  members  have  advocated  various 
sites  with  a  political  bias,  which,  no  doubt, 
is  unconscious  j  I  do  not  suggest,  for  one 
moment,  that  that  bias  has  been  knowingly 
allowed  to  prevail.  It  is  a  great  misfor- 
tune that  a  Royal  Commission,  comprising 
a  Judge  of  the  High  Court  of  Australia, 
and  perhaps  also  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  New  South  Wales — an  indepen- 
dent body — has  not  been  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  opinions  expressed  in 
this  House,  the  evidence  supplied  in  the 
various  reports  presented  to  us,  and  also 
evidence  which  thev  might  have  collected 
independently.  Such  a  Commission 
might  have  been  allowed  to  practi- 
cally decide  the  question.  I  am  perfectly 
awure  that  the  Constitution  provides  that 
this  Parliament  shall  select  the  Seat  of 
Government,  which  in  the  meantime  must 
remain  in  Melbourne.  But  the  Con- 
stitution could  have  been  complied  with 
by  the  appointment  of  such  a 
Commission  as  I  have  suggested.  If 
the  choice  had  been  limited  to*  the  three 
districts  mentioned  during  the  discussion, 
I  am  quite  sure  that  the  choice  of  an  in- 
dependent Commission  would  have  removed 
all  the  heart-burnings  which  I  am  afraid 
may  be  felt  by  honorable  members  who 
have  so  strongly  advocated  certain  sites. 
To  my  mind,  such  a  course  afforded  the 
,  only  possibility  of  a  satisfactory  solution  of 
this  question  which  naturally  arouses  local 
jealousies,  and  may  disturb  the  good 
feeling  we  all  desire  to  see  between  hon- 
orable members,  not  only  of  this  House, 
but  of  another  Chamber.  Indeed,  I  go 
further,  and  regret  that  we  have  not 
adopted  the  Canadian-  method.  It  will  be 
rememlwred  that  the  choice  of  the  site  of 
the  Canadian  Capital  was  left  to  Queen 
Victoria ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  it  would 
have  been  a  wise  course  to  have  supplied 
the  King  with  the  necessary  information, 
and  asked  him  to  name  the  place. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— It  has  already  been 
decided  that  this  Parliament  shall  select 
the  Capital  site. 
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Mr.  KNOX. — I  am  merely  pointing  out 
that  in  my  opinion  the  adoption  of  such 
a  course  as  I  suggest  might  have  removed 
a  possible  cause  of  great  C(mflict  of  opinion 
amongst  members  of  both  Houses.  It 
would  then  have  been  felt  that  a  disinter- 
ested person  or  persons  had  made  a 
choice,  with  a  desire  to  preserve  the  in- 
terests of  all  the  States  concerned.  Not- 
withstanding that  it  has  been  decided  that 
this  House  must  make  the  choice,  to  me  it 
is  a  matter  of  regret  that  this  other  course 
has  not  been  adopted ;  and  the  debate 
which  has  taken  place  has  only  str&igth- 
ened  the  view  I  hold.  I  only  rose 
to  express  my  opinion,  based  on  an  anxious 
appreciation  of  the  heavy  responsibility 
which  rests  on  every  honorable  member  to 
avoid  burdening  the  community  with  enor- 
mous expenditure.  The  effects  of  the 
choice  we  make  will  be  felt  by  succeeding 
generations ;  and,  with  reasonable  delay, 
the  spiJt  of  the  compact  with  New  South 
Wales  might  have  been-  faithfully  car- 
ried out.  In  expressing  those  opini(His,  I 
feel  that  I  am  only  doing  my  duty,  not 
only  to  the  electors  I  have  the  honour  to 
represent,  but  to  the  State  of  Victoria,  with 
which  I  have  been  associated  since  my  boy- 
hood. For  the  reasons  which  I  have  given,  I 
think  our  wisest  selection  would  be  the  site 
the  great  natural  advantages  of  which  I 
have  placed  before  honorable  members. 
May  I  say  one  other  word  on  the  question 
of  delay.  During  the  debate  it  has 
been  made  clear  that  many  honorable 
members  .  have  altered  the  views  which 
they  previously  held  as  to  the  com- 
parative advantages  of  the  various  sites. 
The  supporters  of  the  Lyndhurst  district, 
for  example,  are  now  concentrating  the 
whole  of  their  efforts  on  the  one  site  at 
L\ndhurst,  although,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
we  know  that  when  a  vote  was  last  taken 
on  the  question  Lyndhurst  occupied  but  a 
moderate  place,  even  in  the  opinion  of 
those  who  believed  that  it  was  in  the  best 
district.  Honorable  members  are  aware 
that  we  have  been  forced  back  from  Timiut 
to  Tooma.  Further  inquiry,  and  riper 
knowledge  have  led  us  to  believe  that 
on  the  Murray,  and  nearer  to  the  great 
range  to  which  I  have  referred,  there  is  a 
site  to  be  found  possessing  greater  advan- 
tages even  than  Tumut. 

Mr.  Brown. — ^We  are  asked  to  take 
Tooma  largely  on  trust. 

Mr.  KNOX.— I  shall  come  to  that.  Then 
again,  honorable  members  who  have  said 


'  that  there  is  no  site  which  approaches  ti 
of  Bombala  are  now  as  eagerly, 
eloquently,  and  as  warmly  advocati 
the  claims  of  Dalgety.  In  view 
the  changes  of  opinion  which  have  tak 
place,  can  we  now  say  that  furtl 
consideration  of  the  question  and  ful 
information  would  not  enable  us  to  ma 
a  better  selection  than  we  are  likely  to  ma 
at  this  time?  I  say  that  from  the  Ni 
South  Wales  stand-point,  if  that  be 
consideration  of  any  great  weight,  he 
orable  members  representing  that  St< 
are  throwing  away  the  best  site 
possesses,  which  is  at  Captain's  Fl 
Lake  George  We  should  there, 
Jervis  Bay,  have  a  harbor  worth  speaki: 
about.  I  know  the  district  well,  and  c 
speak  from  my  knowledge  of  it.  T 
harbor  at  Eden  is  but  an  open  roadstea 
yet  it'  has  been  urged  as  one  of  the  mak 
weights  in  the  claims  of  the  Bombala  di 
trict.  It  is  a  farce  to  ask  hon( 
able  members  who  know  the  pla 
to  believe  that  a  useful  harbor  could 
provided  at  Twofold  Bay.  without  an  enc 
mous  expenditure  of  money.  I  feel  that 
a  member  of  the  Committee  I  am  expecti 
to  inform  myself  of  the  advantages  of  t' 
various  sites.  I  believe  that  Toonaa  pc 
sesses  all  the  qualifications  which  would  j 
to  make  a  great  city  in  the  future.  I  invi 
honorable  members  to  consider  that  the 
is  still  much  to  be  adjusted,  and  mui 
work  to  be  overtaken  in  cotmexion  with  l 
establishment  of  the  Commonwealth  G 
vemment.  Many  years- have  yet  to  cod 
and  go  before  we  shall  have  succeedi 
in  getting  the  Commonwealth  Govemnie 
into  proper  working  order,  and  before  tl 
States  will  have  adjusted  themselves 
the  new  conditions  of  Federation.  Y( 
while  all  this  work  is  still  in  hand,  or  p 
ing  on,  we  are  asked  to  undertake  ih 
enormous  Expenditure  in  connexion  wit 
the  Federal  Capital. 

Mr.  Kelly. — The  least  expensi\'e  site 
shown  to  be  Lyndhurst. 

Mr.  KNOX.— I  have  shown  that  th 
site  has  many  disadvantages.  I  ha\-e  a 
mitted  that,  if  accessibilitv  is  to  be  oQ 
sidered,  it  has  a  great  advantage,  but 
have  not  dealt  with  the  water  supply  , 
that  site.  A  memorandum  on  the  subj^ 
of  the  water  supply  at  Lyndhurat  has 
the  last  moment  been  circulated  amon| 
honorable  members.  I  cannot  pretend 
dispute  what  is  contained  in  that  menri 
andum,  from  the  knowledge  of  the  <l 
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rict  which  I  have  gained  from  my  visits 
o  Lyndhurst.  I  must  say,  however,  that 
hey  liave  been  most  unfortunate,  in  that 
[  have  never  seen  any  indications  of  the 
iarge  water  supply  which  is  referred  to  in 
ihe  memorandum  of  which  I  speak.  I 
cannot  pit  my  opinion  on  this  subject 
against  the  report  of  a  responsible  officer, 
ttho  pledges  his  reputation,  and  his  posi- 
tion, on  the  statements  he  makes  to  this 
Variiament.  I  say,  however,  that  if  it  were 
only  to  convince  one  doubtful  voteif  an 
opportunity  should  be  afforded  to  supply 
the  information  necessary. 

Mr.  Robinson. — ^We  should  have  an- 
other jaunt. 

Mr.  KNOX. — I  have  held  that  it  was 
desirable  that  honorable  members  should 
personally  satisfy  themselves  in  regard  to 
this  question.  I  wish  that  every  honor- 
able member  had  visited  the  various  sites, 
to  inform  himself  with  regard  to  them.  I 
ihink  there  has  been  adequate  justification 
for  the  visits  of  inspection  which  ha\'e  been 
made.  As  the  result  of  those  visits,  many 
honorable  members  have  come  back  with 
the  belief  that  there  is  no  place  like  Tooma. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — No. 

Mr.  KNOX. — I  am  not  aware  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Hunter  has  visited 
Tooma.    I  think  that  any  honorable  mem- 
ber who  has  seen  the  district  must  be  con- 
vinced that  it  possesses  m-erwhelming  ad- 
vant.iges,  as  compared  with  the  other  sites 
which  have  been  suggested.    I  have  but  the 
one  complaint  to  make,  and  it  is  that  the 
Government  are  too  precipitate  in  expect- 
ing a  vote  to  be  taken  on  this  question  on 
Tuesday  next.    We  have  not  the  full  in- 
formation in  connexion  with  Tooma,  with 
nhich  we  have  been  supplied  in  connexion 
with  all  the  other  sites.     In  its  absence 
there  are  hcMiorable  members  who  will  vote 
against  that  site,  and  I  think  that  they 
should    be    gii-en    an    opportunity  of 
personal  investigation,   when  I  am  sure 
they  would   recognise   that   it  possesses 
greater  advantages  than   any  other  site 
which   has    been    suggested.      I  desire 
only  to    indicate    my    first  preference, 
and   the    reasons    for    it.     I  earnestly 
hope  that  when  the  ballot  is  taken,  honor- 
able members'  votes  will  not  be  influenced  by 
provincial  considerations.      Although  the 
site  whose  selection  I  advocate  borders  on 
the  State  of  Victoria,  I  shall  vote  for  it,  not 
for  that  reason,  but  because,  in  my  opinion, 
it  is  the  site  most  worthy  to  \vt  the  future 
Caintal  of  the  Australian  Commonwealth. 


Mr.  CULPIN  (Brisbane).— I  wish  to  say 
a  word  or  two  upon  this  question,  the  settle- 
ment of  which  Is  to  crown  the  Federal 
edifice,  and  to  give  this  Parliament  a  per- 
manent abiding  place.  I  intend  to  put 
forward  one  ut  two  (xiusiderations  to  which 
reference  has  not  been  made  by  those  who 
have  preceded  me.  Each  of  the  State 
capitals — Sydney,  Melbourne,  Adelaide, 
Brisbane,  and  Perth — has  been  excluded, 
it  may  be  because  of  their  mutual  jealousy, 
from  the  possibility  of  being  selected  as  the 
Capital  of  Australia.  But  the  Attorney- 
General  of  the  late  Government,  speaking 
before  Fedeiation  was  consummated,  pointed 
out  that  the  land  comprising  the  site  of 
the  Commonwealth  Capital  would  be  held 
on  an  entirely  different  basis  from  the  tenure 
of  the  land  on  which  the  capitals  of 
the  States  are  built,  because  its  tmearned 
increment  would  remain  the  property  of  the 
people  of  Australia  for  all  time.  It  is  thai 
consideration  which  I  wish  to  put  before  the 
Committee,  and,  I  think,  it  should  influence 
us  in  deciding  which  site  to  vote  for.  In 
considering  how  the  largest  unearned  in- 
crement can  be  obtained  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  a^ainsl 
private  speculators,  the  question  of  railway 
communication  must  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion. It  is,  undoubtedly,  the  tact  that  the 
presence  of  railway  communication  largely 
promotes  the  development  of  a  district 
The  railways  which  nin  so  close  to  the 
Lyndhurst  site  have  obviously  assisted  to 
develop  that  district,  and  the  honorable 
tncmber  for  Canobolas  pointed  out  that  no 
less  than  5,000,000  bushels  of  wheat 
were  last  year  grown  there.  But 
the  fact  that  that  district  is  so 
greatly  developed,  and  has  such  a  large 
production,  Is  not  necessarily  a  reason  for 
selecting  It.  There  may  be  other  sites 
whose  natural  productiveness  may  make 
them  capable  of  similar  development,  and 
if  we  select  one  of  them  for  a  site,  and 
make  a  railway  to  it,  we  shall  bring  that 
development  to  pass,  and  largely  increase 
the  present  value  of  Its  lands.  The  ques- 
tion of  centrallty  is  to  be  considered  with- 
out reference  to  present  railway  communi- 
cation, and  the  fact  that  a  proposed  site 
does  not  now  enjoy  railway  communication, 
and  that  if  it  be  chosen  for  the  Seat  of 
Government  we  shall  have  to  make  a  rail- 
way to  it,  should  not  frighten  us,  if  it  be 
otherwise  suitable.  It  has  been  pointed 
out  that  the  Lyndhurst  site  is  nearer  to 
Queensland  than  are  the  other  sites.  No 
doubt  it  would  be  of  advantage  .to  the 
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representatives  of  that  State  if  that  site  were 
seiecterl,  because  they  could  reach  Bris- 
bane in  one  day's  travelling,  whereas  it 
takes  them  two  days  to  get  to  Brisbane  frcmi 
Melbourne,  and  would  take  two  days  to 
travel  there  from  any  of  the  other  proposed 
sites.  But  that  is  not  an  argument  for 
or  against  the  selection  of  the  Lyndhurst 
site.  The  question  is,  which  is  the  best 
site  for  the  great  nation  which  is  to  in- 
habit Australia  in  the  future?  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Canobolas  made  a  great 
point  of  the  fact  that  last  year  Lyndhurst 
produced  5,000,000  bushels  of  wheat, 
while  in  the  -Dalgety  district  only  about 
93,000  bushels  were  grown.  In  my 
opinion  those  facts  should  induce  us  to 
select  Dalgety,  because  unquestionably 
when  the  grazing  land  there,  on  which  are 
now  depastured  sheep  and  cattle,  is  put 
under  cultivation,  the  Dalgety  district  will 
grow  as  much  wheat  as  the  Lyndhurst  dis- 
trict now  produces,  and  the  unearned  incre- 
ment obtained  by  the  Commonwealth  will 
be  larger  if  Dalgety  is  selected  than 
it  will  be  if  Lyndhurst  is  chosen. 
We  shall  do  well  to  select  either  Welare- 
gang  or  Dalgety.  I  believe  that  we  should 
be  as  safe  against  foreign  invasion  at  either 
of  the  sites  I  have  named,  as  at  Lynd- 
hurst. If  we  conader  the  respective  merits 
of  the  sites  in  a  broad  spirit,  and  ignore 
parochial  oonsideratitfns,  we  sihall  select 
the  locality  which  is  capable  of  the  great- 
est improvement.  I  intend  to  vote  for 
Dalgetv.  in  the  first  place,  and  Welare- 
gang  will  be  my  second  choice. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter).— In  view  of 
the  thorough  manner  in  which  this  ques- 
tion has  been  threshed  out,  I  shall  not  de- 
tain the  Committee  at  any  length.  I  regret 
that  we  should  have  occupied  so  much  time 
in  deciding  the  question.  1  admit  that  it 
IS  a  very  important  one,  and  that  we  should 
deal  with  it  very  carefully,  because  we  are 
legislating,  not  for  to-day,  or  to-morrow, 
but  tor  the  centuries  to  come.  I  do  not 
rejjArd  with  any  satisfaction  the  armnge- 
meni  under  which  the  lOO-miles  limit  was 
imijoscd.  1  cannot  say  that  I  am  ])ar- 
ticularly  in  favour  of  any  one  site  over  the 
Others.  I  should  have  preferred  to  bcu 
thf-  Capital  located  at  Sydney,  which  is  ur.- 
doubtedly  the  front  door — the  portal  ol 
Australia.  When  the  I'nnama  Canal  is 
constructed,  Sydney  will,  beyond  question, 
become  the  first  port  of  call  in  Australia 
for  all  vessels  coming  from  the  other  side  of 
the  world.     It  has  been  argued  that  Mel-  ' 


bourne  is  a  more  desirable  place  than  S; 
ney,  lor  the  Seat  of  Government;  but 
do  not  share  that  view.  Whether  It 
due  to  the  cttcctit  uf  the  TaiilT,  or  it 
Sydney  is  progressing  by  leaps  ;i 
bounds,  whilst  Melbourne  is  rec< 
ing  from  the  proud  place  that 
formerly  occupied  as  the  most  prospen 
city  in  Australia.  In  connexion  with  i 
question,  honorable  members  might  ha^  e 
rected  their  attention  to  the  Hunter  Ki 
valley,  which  I  believe  will  in  the  n. 
future  become  the  M'ork-shop  ot  Ausirali 

^fr.  Kelly. — Does  the  honorable 
ber  suggest  a  work-shop  as  the  site  of  1 
Federal  Capital  ? 

Mr.  LIDDELU— Yes,  because  it  is 
the  great  centres  of  industry  that  the  m 
brains  are  to  be  foimd.  Whilst  I  ag: 
with  other  honorable  members  who  h- 
spoken,  that  we  should  approach  this  m 
ter  in  a  Federal  spirit,  I  cannot  ignt 
the  fact  that  it  is  really  a  provincial  matt 
New  South  Wales  entered  the  Federal  Vni 
on  the  condition  that  the  Capital  should 
•established  within  her  territory.  I  do  i 
think  that  that  was  a  wise  arrangerr.-i^ 
because  I  believe  that  if  New  South  Wal 
had  stood  out  a  little  longer,  Sydney  woi 
have  been  chosen  as  the  Seat  of  Govi:i 
mem.  However,  aa  matters  stand,  we  :i 
called  upon  to  select  a  site  within  Xi 
South  Wales,  beyond  the  roo-miles  lir 
from  Sydney.  1  cannot  understand  « 
so  much  favour  has  been  shown  tow^r 
the  sites  close  to  the  Victorian  border,  r.i 
it  is  a  matter  for  regret  that  some  hon( 
able  members  should  have  so  earne>t 
"barracked"  for  the  areas  which  iisiiji 
to  be  within  their  electorates.  I  do  r 
regard  the  proposed  sites  as  possessing  j: 
great  natural  advantages.  We  know  ih 
all  our  great  cities  have  grown  up  ne 
good  harbors.  It  has  been  said  that  Th 
fold  Bav  would  make  an  excellent  har'v 
but  we  should  have  to  spend  many  mW.io 
before  we  could  render  it  capable  ot  3 
commodating  the  large  ships  which  ii( 
carry  our  commerce  over-sea.  Of  the 
which  have  been  suggested.  I  think  >'i 
Lvndhurst  has  by  far  the  best  claims 
consideration.  It  is  unquestionably  n. : 
accessible  than  any  of  the  other  sites.  1 
cause  railway  couimunicatibn  is  alrt*  u 
established  between  it  and  the  New  S  -v 
Wales  metropolis ;  whereas  in  the  case  1 
Tumut  and  Bombala  enormous  ■^'i; 
would  have  to  be  spent  before  t '  1 
places    could    be    connected  with 
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railway    systems.      There  is  no  finer  cli- 
mate in  Australia  than  that  of  Lyndhurst. 
I  was  brought  up  there,  and  I  am  thankful 
for  it,  because  I  am  satisfied  that  the  goon 
health   I  enj(^  to-day  is  due  to  the  fact 
tliat  I  lived  for  many  years  in  that  locality. 
I_   am   sorry  that  the  Victorian  and  New 
South  WalM  press  should  have  scoffed  at 
those  honorable  members  who  have  visited 
the  sites,  and  have  spoken  of  their  engag- 
ing in  picnic  excursicms.  and  strewing  the 
tracfc  with  whisky  bottles.    Such  comments 
are   unworthy  ot  a  sober  press.    I  regard 
it   as  the  duty  of  every  honorable  member 
*o  visit  the  proposed  sites,  and,  as  far  as 
possible,  judge  for  himself  as  to  their  n:- 
spective  claims.      The  honorable  member 
for  Hume  merits  our  reproaches  for  having 
at  the  eleventh  hour  asked  us  to  leave  ou' 
comfortable  homes,  in  Melbourne  and  else- 
where, and  face  the  icy  blasts  which  blon 
over  Tooma.    Twenty  honorable  members 
a.T"_-r)rnpanied  him  upon  the  recent  visit  of 
inspection,  and  they  required   to   be  of 
Spartan  mould,  to  visit  Tooma  in  the  depth 
<ii  winter.    I  went  to  Bombala,  and  I  saw 
that   the  churches  had  chimneys  in  place 
of  steeples.    I  asked  one  man  where  he 
lived,  and  he  said,  "You  cannot  see  my 
homestead,  it  is  over  there  in  the  creek.'' 
I  asked  him  why  he  had  built  his  house 
in  such  a  place.   He  said,  "  It  is  very  cold 
here,  and  the  wind  sweeps  very  strongly 
over   the  higher  land,  and.  therefore,  we 
build  our  houses  in  the  sheltered  hollows.** 
1  found  that  many  of  the  public  buildings 
were  propped  up  with  huge  beams,  whilst 
the  few  trees  to  be  seen  were  all  leaning 
in  the  one  direction.    These  features  were 
quite  sufficient  to  indicate  to  me  that  heavy 
winds  sweep  over  the  country. 

Mr.  Frazer. — ^Are  tliose  winds  as  bad 
as  the  dust-storms  at  Lyndhurst  ? 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— They  have  no  dust- 
■storms  at  Lyndhurst.  In  connexion  with  the 
treatment  of  consumption,  it  is  well-known 
— and  I  speak  with  a  certain  amount  of 
authority — that  it  is  essential  to  remove 
patients  from  localities  where  they  suffer 
from  the  deleterious  effects  of  dust  and  dust- 
storms,  and  that  one  of  the  best  places  in 
New  South  Wales  to  which  they  can  be 
sent  is  the  Orange  district.  I  think 
that  one  of  the  most  positive  proofs 
whirh  can  be  advanced  that  dust  storms 
are  not  prevalent  at  Lyndhurst.  Instead  of 
dust -covered  plains,  we  find  acres  of  smiling 
farms  and  homesteads  there.  The  district 
is  a  settled  and  happy  (Hie,  despite  the  fact 
that  it  Is  far  removed  from  the  coast  line. 


It  has  grown  by  its  own  unaided  efforts. 
But  what  do  we  find  at  Bombala?  A 
desolate  country,  .which  is  covered  with 
stones  and  boulders,  and  which  is  capable 
of  carrying  perhaps  one  sheep  to  the  acre. 
When  Honorable  members  visited  it  did 
they  see  any  tine  rosy-cheeked  children 
there  ?  No ;  the  whole  place  was  a  dreary 
desert.  I  should  be  sorry  indeed  to  con- 
de-Tin  the  future  members  of  this  Parlia- 
ment to  eke  out  an  existence  in  a  country 
like  that.  From  what  I  saw  at  Bombala, 
and  of  its  arid  waste  plains,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  obtain  building  material 
there.  At  Lyndhurst,  on  the  contrary, 
there  is  basalt  and  marble.  Indeed,  I 
believe  that  the  marble  man  was  discovered 
in  that  country. 

Sir  JoiiN  Forrest. — I  think  there  is 
basalt  about  Bombala,  too. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— I  saw  nothing  of  it. 
The  report  of  the  Capital  Sites  Commis- 
sion also  states  that  very  little  building 
material  is  to  be  obtained  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood. Moreover,  Lyndhurst  is  very 
accessible,  whereas  Tumut  and  Bombala 
are  quite  the  reverse.  I  believe  that  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan,  and  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bal- 
larat,  recently  made  a  pilgrimage  to  the 
Bombala  district,  as  the  result  of  which 
they  declared  that  it  would  be  almost  im- 
possible to  join  Melbourne  with  that  locality 
by  rail,  on  a::count  of  the  large  expenditure 
that  would  be  necessary. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  did  not  say  so. 

Mi.  LIDDELL.— I  believe  that  a  big- 
ger outlay  would  be  required  to  build  a 
railway  to  Bombala  than  would  be  absorbed 
in  the  construction  of  the  Transcontinental 
line.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  Commit- 
tee will  not  be  led  away  by  -the  partisan- 
ship which  has  been  exhibited  during  the 
course  of  this  debate.  I  believe  that  the 
Lyndhurst  site,  though  it  has  been  least 
boomed,  is  absolutely  the  best.  The  people 
of  N  ew  South  Wales  are  particularly 
anxious  that  this  question  shall  be  settled 
without  delay.  No  doubt  it  would  have 
been  decided  by  the  last  Parliament  had 
a  strong  Goverrmient  been  in  poAver.  If 
the  members  composing  that  Ministry  had 
been  the  men  we  credited  them  with  being 
they  would  have  made  it  the  subject  of  a 
Government  measure,  and  would  t^ius  have 
arrived  at  some  finality.  I  should  like 
to  see  the  Labour  Ministry  take  the  matter 
up  in  that  way  and  settle  it.    I  can  assure 
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for  East  Sydney  becomes  Prime  Minister, 
it  will  be  very  promptly  determined.  His 
Ministry  will  do  the  proper  thing.  They 
will  recommend  a  site,  and  will  stand  or 
fall  by  their  recommendation.  That  is 
what  the  people  of  New  South  Wales  would 
admire  and  applaud. 

Mr.  DAVID  THOMSON  (Capricornia). 
— I  rise  to  speak  upon  this  important  ques- 
tion from  a  perfectly  impartial  stand-point, 
inasmuch  as  I  have  no  electors  to  please  or 
displease,  and,  therefore,  have  no  political 
axe  to  grind.     I  disagree  with  those  advo- 
cates of  the  Lyndhurst  site  who  affirm  that 
in   declaring   that   the   Federal  Capital 
should  not  be  located  within  loo  miles  of 
Sydney,  the  Conference  of  Premiers  re- 
sponsible for  the  limitation,  intended  that 
the  Seat  of  Government  should  be  estab- 
lished as  near  to  that  limit  as  possible. 
In  ray  opinion,  no  such  idea  was  present  in 
their  minds.   They  merely  intended  to  pro- 
vide that  the  Federal  Capital  should  not 
be  within  loo  miles  of  Sydney.     I  believe 
they  desired  that  the  determination  of  what 
was  the  most  suitable  territory  in  which  to 
locate  the  Seat  of  Government  should  be 
left  to  this  Parliament.      If  the  repre- 
sentatives of  New  South  Wales  desire  to 
settle  this  question  without  any  further  de- 
lay they  can  easily  do  so  bv  agreeing  to 
th^.  selection  of  the  Bombala  district,  which 
is  the  territory  that  has  been  chosen  by 
the  Senate.     I  claim  that  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  find  better  land  than  exists  in  the 
Bombala   district.     Its   great  drawback 
is    that    it    is    not    connected    by  rail- 
way   communication.      There    we  find 
beautiful  streams  of  water,  and  undulating 
a}untry,  interspersed  with  occasional  belts 
of  trees.  I  have  seen  no  finer  stock  than  is 
to  be  found  there,  in  any  part  of  New  South 
Wales.  Although  the  weather  is  usually  cold, 
the  climate  of  Bombala  is  quite  equal  to 
that  which  obtains  in  any  other  district. 
There  is  certainly  a  disadvantage  in  con- 
nexion with  the  water  scheme  of  Bombala. 
The  water  would  have  to  be  pumped  to 
convey  it  to  the  Federal  Capital.     But  to 
obtain  an  excellent  water  supply,  we  have 
oTily  to  go  to  Dalgety.     There  the  Snowy 
River  flows  through  the  site,  which  is  shel- 
tered by  the  mountains  from  the  westerly 
winds.      I  do  not  want  to  pit  the  Dal- 
gety rountry  against  other  districts.  I  admit 
that  the  land  is  poor  as  far  as  quality  is 
"orcerned.       It    is     principally  granite 
boulder  country.      There  is  very  little 


basalt.     If  we  took  a  large  area  prob: 
it  would  include  some  basalt  country, 
there  would  be  none  within  a  limit  of 
miles  square.      I  do  not,  however,  af 
much  importance  to  the  quality  of  the  1; 
It  has  been  proved  that  by  means  of  sc 
tific  manuring  poor  land  can  be  put  to  ' 
good  uses.     There  is  land  in  Victoria 
formerly  returned  only  three  bags  to 
acre,  but  which  now,  in  consequence 
scientific  manuring,  is  yielding  seven  to 
acre.     Therefore,  I  do  not  attach  nr 
importance  to  the  land  at  Dalgety  tn 
inferior,  and  there  are  other  considerat 
which  make  the  site  very  desirable.  TJ 
is  water  in  sufficient  quantities  to  suf 
a  city  very  much  larger  than  we  shall  \ 
for  many  years  to  come.     There  is 
enough  water  to  give  us  electric  po\ 
With  respect  to  railway  communicatior 
Dalgety,  there  would  be  thirty  miles 
line  to  construct.     That  is  not  a  very  la 
undertaking.      In    connejcion  with 
Lyndhurst  site,  we  hear  of  the  possibilit) 
connecting  Werris  Creek  with  WelJingi 
and  rtmning  a  railway  on  to  Western  A 
tralia.     As  compared   with  schemes 
that    kind,    the    thirty    miles  of 
that     would     have    to    be  built 
Dalgety,    would    be    a   trifling  scha 
The  honorable  member  for  Moira  sp 
of  the  Dalgety  country  as  being  too  cold 
his  horses.      But  any  person  who  km 
anything  about  stock  will  be  aware  i 
horses  that  have  been  fed  in  the  Rivd 
country  would  necessarily  suffer  on  U 
taken  to  a  cold  climate  2.000  feet  al 
the  sea-Icvel.    Therefore,  there  is  not  zm 
in  that  point.    I  do  not  think  I  have  1 
finer  cattle   anywhere  than  I  saw  tlj 
The  sheep  also  were  excellent.    It  see 
to  me  to  be  good  stock  country,  thouj 
do  not  attach  miKh  importance  to  that 
the  point  of  view  of  establishing  a  Fe< 
Capital. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — They    were  verv 
horses  that  we  had  in  our  coaches. 

Mr.  DAVID  THOMSON.— Thev  1 
not  grass-fed  station  horses.  There 
just  as  good  horses  on  the  stations  in 
district  as  are  to  be  found  in  anv 
of    Australia.      They  do  not  go  in 
draught  horses  there.    Coming  to  To( 
on  the  western  side  of  the  mountain, 
not  think  there  is  finer  country  in  Aust 
than  can  be  found  there  along  the  ! 
flats  of  the  Murray,  and  also  alon^ 
t-reeks  leading  into  the  main  river.  I 
not  seen  finer  land  am;wbere  for  gra 
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or  agricultural  purposes.  The  cattle  also 
look  well.  We  have  heard  something  about 
sheep  records  to-night.  Some  of  the  Uppei 
Murray  residents  told  me  that  they  luww 
of  land  that  was  carrjing  seventeen  sheep 
to  the  acre.  That  statement  was 
too  much  for  me.  I  flatly  said  that  I  did 
not  believe  it  But  to-night  the  honorable 
member  for  Canobolas  assured  us  that  land 
to  which  he  referred  carried  seventy-five 
sheep  to  the  acre.  The  statement  of  the 
Tooma  residents  was  mild  ctHnpared  with 
his. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thohson. — That  was  on 
irrigated  land. 

.Mr.  DAVID  THOMSON.  —  Fancy, 
75.000  sheep  on  1,000  acres  of  land  !  1 
profess  to  Icnow  something  about  sheep  and 
stock,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  75,000 
sheep  on  1,000  acres  of  land  would  trample 
down  the  grass  in  one  night.  You  cannoi 
make  grass  grow  above  the  sheeps'  heads. 
It  does  not  matter  whether  the  land  was 
irrigated  or  not,  the  sheep  would  trample 
down  the  grass. 

Mr.  Brown. — The  sheep  were  not  fed  on 
the  land,  but  were  fed  off  it. 

Mr.  DAVID  THOMSON.— That  is 
quite  anotfier  thing.  I  am  speaking  of  run- 
ning' sheep  on  to  land.  When  I  was  told 
of  land  carrying  seventeen  sheep  to  the 
acre  \  said  that  I  did  not  believe  the  state- 
ment, although  some  of  my  colleagues 
thought  I  was  rather  sceptical.  I  have 
ne\-er  seen  a  finer  site  than  that  at  Welare- 
gang.  Probably  there  is  not  a  grander  view 
in  Australia.  You  see  the  snow-capped 
mountains  running  from  Kiandra  to  the 
Bogongs  in  Victoria,  and  standing  above 
them  all  is  Kosciusko  with  its  pyramid  of 
snow.  The  climate  is  not  too  cold.  I  do 
not  know  what  it  may  be  like  in  summer, 
but  when  we  were  there  in  winter  it  was 
beautiful. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — Are  there  no  blizzards? 

Mr.  DAVID  THOMSON.— We  experi- 
enced none.  You  see  on  your  right  the 
beautiful  crystal  streams  of  the  Tooma  and 
the  Murray  trickling  away  on  their  course 
(o  the  sea.  I  admit  that  if  we  intend  to 
have  an  area  of  900  square  miles,  we  can- 
not get  that  extent  of  good  land  at  Tooma. 
We  can  get  it  at  Dalgety  or  Bombala.  But 
if  we  are  content  with  ten  miles  square, 
there  is  not  a  finer  site  obtainable  than  that 
of  Toooia.  The  only  objection  to  it  appears 
to  be  that  it  is  too  near  to  Victoria.  That 
is  the  whole  cry  of  the  New  South  Wales 
people.  But  that  consideration  has  nothing 
to  do  with  us.    We  need  not  care  whether 


it  is  near  Victoria  or  not.  We  have  to 
decide  which  is  the  most  suitable  site  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  of  Australia.  We 
are  not  deciding  for  ourselves,  but  for  pos- 
terity ;  and  if  we  choose  the  worst  site, 
posterity  will  curse  us  for  what  we  have 
done.  As  to  its  being  inaccessible  from 
the  point  of  view  of  railway  construction, 
I  would  remind  honorable  members  that 
some  years  ago  there  were  many  situations 
jvhich  were  inaccessible  from  a  railway 
point  of  view.  The  railway  over  the  Blue 
Mountains  from  Penrith  to  Glenbrook, 
had  to  go  by  means  of  the  zig-zag.  Bui 
that  has  been  largely  overcome,  and  to-day 
the  engineers  have  the  plans  of  a  line  ta 
go  straight  to  Lithgow,  without  using  tbft 
zig-zag.  at  all.  In  these  days  of  engineer- 
ing advance,  difficulties  of  that  kind  are 
more  easily  overcome  than  was  the  casb 
in  former  years.  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Werriwa,  to  whosk 
opinion  some  credit  has  been  attached,  bt- 
cause  he  is  a  practical  surveyor,  spoke  of 
the  difficulties  of  the  country.  But,  as  a. 
matter  of  fact,  he  took  no  levels,  and  his 
opinion  is  worth  no  more  than  mine.  We 
must  remember  that  .  in  constructing  rail- 
ways, engineers  do  not  go  over  mountains 
if  they  can  help  it.  Thev  follow  the 
course  of  the  creeks.  That  is  always  done 
in  making  roads  and  railways  in  any  part 
of  Australia.  I  happen  to  know  something 
about  Lyndhurst,  because  I  lived  in  the 
neighbourhood  for  a  ctmsiderable  time,  I 
have  also  read  a  great  deal  about  the  sug- 
gested site  there.  A  picture  book  has  been 
circulated  amongst  honorable  members,  in 
order  to  show  them  the  beauties  of  the  site. 
But  half  of  the  pictures  in  the  book  do 
not  pertain  to  Lyndhurst  at  all.  Thev 
have  printed  pictures  of  the  Wentworth 
falls,  and  the  Katoomba  falls,  and  thev 
have  had  to  go  up  to  Pera,  across  the 
Darling,  to  find  a  picture  of  an  artesian 
bore. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Did  the  honorable 
member  ever  see  anv  dust  in  that  countrv  ? 

Mr.  DAVID  THOMSON.— As  to  'the 
water  scheme.  I  know  the  Lachlan  from 
one  end  to  the  other,  and  at  numerous 
places  I  have  stepped  across  it  in  normal 
seasons,  while  in  years  like  1883  and  1884 
no  water  is  to  be  seen.  If  water  does  flow 
down  the  Lachlan  at  such  times  it  is  under- 
ground, like  some  of  the  engineering  of 
which  we  have  heard  in  cxinnexion  with  this 
question.  I  do  not  know  the  exact  pro- 
pose6  site,  and,  therefore,  I  do  not  ques- 
tion the  engineer's  figures.^WhiIe  it  may 
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be  rough  country  for  prospecting,  I  be- 
lieve that  a  large  water  catchment  could 
be  made  by  building  dams ;  but  my  experi- 
ence of  dams  is  that  wherever  they  are 
built  the  water  becomes  objectionable  to 
use.  At  the  source  of  the  water  supply 
in  Brisbane  the  water  is  full  of  weeds  in 
tlie  summer  season,  and  the  wild  birds  de- 
posit foul  matter  in  it. 

Mr.  Fuller. — What  about  the  Prospect 
Dam? 

Mr.  DAVID  THOMSON.— The  Xe- 
pean,  which  supplies  the  dam,  is  always 
running,  and  that  makes  a  difference. 
Rockhampton,  too,  has  a  stagnant  water 
supply ;  and  we  should  have  Uie  same  ex- 
perience if  a  dam  were  constructed  at  Mt. 
>rcDonald.  There  is  the  Carcoar  "  sewer," 
as  it  is  called,  which  runs  through"  the 
town  right  up  to  the  proposed  Capital  site. 
In  the  picture-book  which  we  have  seen, 
a  weir,  built  by  one  of  the  mining  com- 
panies, is  shown  with  the  water  pouring 
over  it ;  but  that  place  is  something  like 
the  Coombing  Falls — when  you  go  there  no 
water  is  to  be  seen.  As  to  the  climate,  I 
think  that  of  Lyndhurst  is  as  good  as  that 
of  any  other  area.  The  Minister  of  Home 
Affair's  asked  about  dust;  but  my  experi- 
ence is  that  there  is  no  place  in  Australia 
where  dust  is  not  to  be  found.  Wherever 
wa  find  auriferous  country  and  mining  we 
have  poor  country. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — What  about  Ballarat? 

Mr.  DAVID  THOMSON.— I  admit 
that  Ballarat  is  an  exception,  but  it  is 
mostly  deep  sinking  at  that  place. 

Mr.  Kelly.—  It  was  alluvial  at  one  time. 

:\rr.  DAVID  THOMSON.— It  is  allu- 
vial now.  At  Canowindra,  and  round  about 
there,  we  find  good  country,  but  that  is 
thirty  or  forty  miles  away  fromthisproposed 
site.  At  Orange  there  is  good  country, 
too ;  but  if  Lyndhurst  be  chosen.  Orange  is 
out  of  the  question.  It  is  said  that  a 
railway  will  have  to  be  made  from  Werris 
Creek  to  Brisbane.  This  is  held  out  as 
a  bait  to  Queensland ;  but  I  do  not  think 
that  it  is  at  all  likely  that  the  New  South 
Wales  Government  would  build  a  railway 
which  would  divert  the  traffi:  from  Syd- 
ney. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — That  railway 
has  been  submitted  to  the  Public  Works 
Committee. 

Mr.  DAVID  THOMSON.  —  Many 
works  have  been  before  that  Committee  j 
indeed  the  honorable  member  was  recently 
twitting  the  honorable  member  for  Hume 


about  the  many  proposals  he  has  submit^ 
to  that  body.  Honorable  members  who  tJ 
about  the  cost  of  thirty-one  miles  of  ra 
way  to  Bombala  or  Tumut,  say  nothj 
about  the  cost  of  the  railway  from  WeJ 
Creek  to  Wellington. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — That  raiH 
would  be  wanted  if  the  Tooma  site  wj 
sel«:ted.  i 

Mr.    DAVID   THOMSON.  —  But 
would  then  open  up  much  better  couni 
than  there  is  about  Lyndhurst.  > 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — There  is  j 
very  limited  area  of  good  country  ; 
Tooma.  ' 

Mr.  DAVID  THOMSON.— I  am  ol 
speaking  of  the  country  which  I  know,  ( 
there  are  large  areas  which  I  have  not 
but  which  I  am  informed  comprise  spli 
did  land.  Then  I  do  not  think  that  it 
at  all  likely  that  the  New  South  Wales  ( 
vernment  will  build  a  line  from  Cobar 
Wilcannia  and  Broken  Hill. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — That  line  ] 
been  passed  by  the  Public  Works  C<\ 
mittee,  and  has  been  constructed  as  far 
Cobar. 

Mr.  DAVID  THOMSON.  —  But  i 
New  South  Wales  Government  will  not  : 
tend  it  to  Mount  Hope  or  to  Louth ;  tl 
will  not  take  a  line  through  mallee  or  sa 
I  am  a  Queenslander,  but  I  shall  not  \ 
for  a  site,  the  selection  of  which  wo| 
prove  a  national  calamity,  and  I  sav  \ 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  every  inch  of  i 
country.  It  is  poor«  miserable  oounlj 
where  the  only  object  that  can  be  shovitj 
Mount  Macquarie  in  the  distance.  WJ 
ever  site  may  be  chosen,  I  hope  it  will  S 
be  Lyndhurst. 

Mr.  R.  EDWARDS  (Oxley). —  I 
aware  that  this  debate  must  close  to-nig 
and,  therefore,  I  shall  occupy  only  a  v 
few  minutes.  I  do  not  desire  to  giv( 
silent  vote,  because  I  regard  this  ques^ 
as  one  of  great  importance  to  the  C< 
monwealth.  The  sooner  it  is  settled  j 
better  it  will  be  for  the  Federal  Pari 
ment  and  the  community  generallv.  Mi 
time  was  occupied  in  the  ■discussion 
this  matter  during  last  session,  w] 
strong  feeling  was  manifested, 
cularly  as  between  the  representatives 
New  South  Wales  and  Victoria.  I  hooe  t; 
on  the  present  occasion  none  of  that  f^ 
ing  will  be  evinced,  though  I  am  afrj 
that  the  result  of  the  present  discussj 
will  be  \-ery  much  the  same  as  it  was  th 
It  appears  to  me  that  spque  of  the  Victo^ 
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xnembers  vould  like  to  delay  the  settle- 
rnent  of  the  question  as  long  as  possible,  or, 
failing  that,  to  have  the  Capital  city  cm  the 
"Victorian  border.   That  has  evidently  been 
fhe  object  aimed  at  by  the  Victorian  mem- 
bers  in   both   sessions.     The   1 00-miles 
1  imit    was    arrived    at    as    a  compro- 
mise,   because   there   was   an  unwilling- 
ness in  both  of  the  States  to  have  the 
Oapital  at  either  Melbourne   or  Sydney. 
In  agreeing  to  that  compromise,  I  am  sure 
that  no  member  of  the  Premiers'  Conven- 
tion thought  tfx  a  moment  that  it  was  of 
such  a  nature  as  to  lead  to  the  establishment 
of  the  Federal  Capital  on  the  Victorian 
txvder.    The  meaning  of  it  was  that  the 
Federal   Capital   should   be  established 
within  a  reasonable  distance  of  the  100- 
miles  limit  from  Sydney. 

Mr.  Frazer. — How  can  the  honorable 
member  say  that? 

Mr.  R.  EDWARDS.— I  am  perfectly 
satisfied  that  that  was  the  intention,  and  it 
never  could  have  been  contemplated  that 
the  Capital  would  be  established  on  the 
banks  of  the  Murray,  or  the  Snowy  River, 
or  on  the  Australian  Alps. 

Mr.  David  Thomson. — Or  at  Lynd- 
hurst. 

Mr.  R.  EDWARDS.— Lyndhurst  is  the 
proper  place  for  it.  I  may  say  that  when 
the  question  was  last  before  us  for  settle- 
ment, I  voted  in  the  first  instance  for 
Armidale,  and  I  very  much  regret  that 
Armidale  is  not  to-day  in  the  running. 

Mr.  Datzd  'niousoM. — More  provincial- 
ism. 

Mr.  R.  EDWARDS.— Armidale  would 
be  a  most  suitable  place  for  the  Federal 
Capital.  I  expect  to  be  able  to  convince 
the  honorable  member  for  Capricomia  pre- 
sently, and  on  Tuesday  next  I  shall  cer- 
tainly claim  his  vote  for  Lyndhurst.  I 
voted  for  that  site  when  the  question  was 
last  before  this  Parliament  The  speech 
delivered  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Macquarie,  in  which  that  honorable  mem- 
ber dwelt  upon  the  many  advantages  which 
Lyndhurst  possesses  over  all  the  other 
site%  and  Mr.  Wade's  report,  have  con- 
firmed me  in  the  conviction  that  Lynd- 
hurst is  the  proper  place  for  the  Federal 
Capital.  There  are  two  qualifications  which 
should  be  specially  considered  in  coming  to 
a  decision  with  regard  to  the  Federal 
Capital  site — the  climatic  conditions,  and 
the  possession  of  an  abundant  supply  of 
good  and  wholesome  water.  If  thwe  is 
one  consideration  of  more  importance  than 
6r 


another  in  the  establishment  of  a  city, 
great  or  small,  it  is  that  there  shall  be  an 
abundance  of  pure  water  available  at  all 
times.  In  my  opinion  it  has  been  proved 
beyond  doubt  that  the  district  of  Lynd- 
hurst possesses  such  a  supply.  It  has  a 
further  advantage  in  possessing  good  soil, 
as  was  proved  to-night  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Canobolas  from  the  figures  he 
quoted,  showing  a  production  of  wheat, 
maize,  and  oats  greater  than  that  Bom- 
bala,  Dalgety,  Tumut,  or  any  of  the  other 
areas. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  honorable 
member  was  not  satisfied  with  generalities ; 
he  gave  actual  quantities. 

Mr.  R.  EDWARDS.— The  honorable 
member  gave  quantities,  details,  and  figures 
for  every  statement  he  made.  He  gave 
proof  beyond  the  possibility  of  dispute.  I 
am  aware  that  many  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee are  not  prepared  to  entertain  the 
idea  of  any  site  north  of  Sydney ;  but  I 
still  say  that  it  would  be  wise  to  establish 
the  Federal  Capital  north  of  Sydney.  Mr. 
Sawers,  then  member  for  New  England, 
placed  before  this  Parliament  some  very 
interesting  figures,  which  went  to  prove  that 
the  population  of  Australia  forty  years 
hence  will  be  much  greater  north  than 
south  of  Sydney.  It  would,  perhaps,  not 
be  out  of  place  if  I  were  to  refresh  the 
memories  of  honorable  members  with  re- 
spect to  those  figures.    Mr.  Sawers  said — 

If  honorable  membeis  draw  an  imaginary  line 
from  a  few  miles  south  of  Syaney,  due 
west,  I  venture  to  predict  that  in  100  years'  time 
the  area  of  New  South  Wales  north  of  that  par- 
ticular line  aad  Queensland  will  contain  at  least 
threc-fourths  of  the  pi^ulation  of  the  Common- 
wealth. That  opinion  is  based  not  merely  upon 
my  own  knowledge  of  the  magnificent  area  in 
northern  New  South  Wales,  and  my  profound  be- 
lief in  the  great  future  before  the  State  of 
Queensland,  but  is  backed  up  by  a  report  pre- 
sented by  a  Committee  of  Statisticians  to  the 
Federal  Convention  on  the  question  of  the  trend 
of  population.  The  members  of  the  Committee 
were  unbiased,  and  their  opinions  may  surely  be 
regarded  with  some  respect.  I  admit  that  what 
they  predicted  is  not  likely  to  happen  quite  as 
rapidly  as  they  believed,  because  they  did  not 
take  into  account  the  possibility  that  such  an 
overwhelming  and  disastrous  drought  as  Austra- 
lia has  passed  through  recently  would  seriously 
retard  settlement  for  a  time.  What  was  the 
opinion  of  those  gentlemen?  They  reported  that 
in  a  period  of  thirty-eight  years  from  the  date 
of  their  report  the  population  of  Australia  would 
be  as  follows  :— New  South  Wales,  8,000,000; 
Queensland,  7,500,000;  Victoria,  4,000,000;  and 
South  Australia,  Western  Australia,  and  Tas- 
mania combined,  2,500,000. 

Mr.  David  Thomson. — Sj^p? 
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Mr.  R.  EDWARDS.— No;  white  pec^ 
who  I  hope  will  be  in  Australia  at  ^at 
time.   Mr.  Sawers  went  on  to  say — 

I  allow  a  few  more  years,  and  I  say  tbose 

Siatlemen  contemplated  that  within  fifty  veaxs 
e  portion  of  New  South  Wales  north  oi  the 
line  I  aslk  honorable  members  to  draw  in  imagina- 
tion, from  a  little  sontb  of  Sydney  to  Broken 
Hill,  am)  Qoeensland  would  contain  fully  two- 
tUrds  of  the  popnlatioa  of  tKe  Commonwealth. 
If  that  is  a  fair  estimate,  it  is  shown  that  the 
great  State  of  Queensland  will  witbin  fifty  year^ 
have  double  the  popalation  of  Victoria.  Althonglt 
honorable  members  representing  Victoria  may 
think  Melbourne  at  present  the  hw)  of  Australia — 

and  they  always  do— 

and  that  their  ctttivenience  is  of  paramount  im- 
portance, I  conceive  it  to  be  an  unanswerable 
argument  that  the  trend  of  papulation  will  inevit. 
ably  be  northwards ;  and  that  Queensland  within 
little  more  than  a  generation  will  contain  double 
the  population  of  the  great  and  thriving  State 
of  Victoria.  To  go  further,  tbongh  hraorable 
members  ma^  say  that  one  is  romandi^,  and  is 
looking  a  Imie  too  far  ahead,  I  believe  that 
within  loo  years  three-fourths  of  the  population 
of  Australia  will  be  found  in  the  north  of  New 
Sonth  Wales  and  in  Queensland. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  trend  of 
population  is  to  the  north. 

Sir  John  Fobrest. — It  has  been  west 
during  the  Last  year  or  two. 

Ui.  R.  EDWARDS.— It  has  from  Vic- 
toria. I  am  aware  that  Victoria  has  lost 
a  large  portim  of  her  population,  and  that 
many  Victorians  have  settled  in  Western 
Australia,  but  some,  I  am  afrud,  have  dis- 
appeared altogether. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — ^That  does  not 
decrease  the  northern  population. 

Mr.  R.  EDWARDS.— Quite  so.  The 
bulk  of  the  population  of  the  Conunon- 
wealth  will,  in  the  future,  be  north  of  Syd- 
ney, and  we  have  a  right  to  consider  what 
is  lilcelv  to  be  the  position  of  the  Conunon- 
wealth  in  this  respect.  In  the  interests  of  the 
future  welfare  of  the  people  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, T  shall  give  a  vote  for  Lynd- 
hurst,  and  I  hope  Uie  supporters  of  that 
site  will  be  successful  this  time.  Honor- 
able fnerabers  will  probably  remeaber  th^ 
on  the  last  occasion  Lyndhurst  was  in  the 
last  ballot,  and  if  it  had  not  been  that 
honorable  members,  who  had  lost  Bombala, 
voted  for  Tumut,  Lyndhurst  would  have 
been  the  site  selected,  and  the  whole  ques- 
tion would  have  been  settled  by  this  time. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — We  should  have  had 
to  ret  the  Senate  to  agree  to  Lvndhurst. 

Mr.  R.  EDWARDS.— We  could,  per- 
haps, have  brought  some  influence  to  bear 
upon  the  Senate  to  induce  honOTable  sena- 
tors to  agree  to  the  decision  of  the  House 
of  Represesitatives. 


Mr.  Davio  Tbomson. — HiHxirable  <eh 
hers  are  going  in  the  r^ht  way  to  hang 

the  question. 

Mr.  R.  EDWARDS.— I  have  no  int 
tion  of  trying  to  influence  the  honora 
member  for  Capricomia,  or  any  of 
representatives  of  Queensland.    I  shall 
attempt  anything  of  that  kind,  but  I  fa 
no  hesitation  in  saying  tKat,  in  the  iiiT^n 
of  the  large  population  that  will  inha 
the  immense  territory  north  of  Sydney 
the  near  future,  every  representative  fi 
Queensland  should  vote  in  favour  of  Ly 
hurst.    I  desire  to  say  that  I  do  not 
with  the  proposal  of  the  Government  t 
we  should  demand  an  area  of  900  squ 
miles. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — That  will  be  discus 
on  the  next  clause. 

Mr.  R.  EDWARDS.— I  cannot  see  w 
possible  object  the  Federal  Parliament 
have  in  deciding  that  the  area  of  the  Fe 
ral  Territory  shall  be  900  square  mi 
In  my  opinion,  100  square  miles  would 
sufficient,  though,  if  the  justification  w 
shown,  I  should  be  pr^aied  to  consent 
the  acquisition  of  an  area  of  200  squ 
miles.  1  sincerely  hope  th^  the  Gove 
ment  of  New  South  Wales  will  not  e» 
tam  an  application  for  900  square  mi 
Even  100  square  miles  would  be  a  lai 
area  than  that  of  the  district  of  ColumI 
in  which  Washington,  the  Capital  of  , 
United  States,  is  situated.  A  friend  1 
mine.  Captain  Russell,  who  resided 
America  for  scant  time,  and  is  well 
quainted  with  the  country,  writing  fj 
Brisbane  a  month  or  two  ago,  has 
me  tlie  following  informiUicm,  whidj 
will  read  for  the  beiefit  of  honorable  m| 
bers : — 

Tbe  capital  of  the  United  State*  is  VVashini 
in  the  district  of  Columbia.  The  district 
Columbia  is  situated  in  latitude  38  degree 
minutes  north,  and  longitude  77  degrees  we«l 
the  border  line  of  the  two  States— West  Viq 
and  Maryland — and  the  city  of  Washington, 
capital  proper,  is  situated  at  about  tbe  centi 
the  district.  The  area  of  the  district  of  Colvi 
was  origioally  100  sfjuare  miles,  but  thirty  s 
were  receded  to  Virginia  in  1846,  thus  leaVini 
mMnt  area  teveaity  square  miles.  Tbe  f 
lation  of  the  United  States  in  1S46 
23,000,000,  now  about  83,000,000. 

Tbe  Government  of  the  district  of  Cot« 
is  vested  by  Act  of  Congress,  approved  iith  J 
1878,  in  toKe  CommisEK»ers,  two  of  wboM 
appointed  by  the  President  from  citiaens  ol 
district,  bavmg  had  three  years'  residence  ihi 
immediutely  preceding  their  appointment,  j 
confirmed  by  the  Senate.  The  other  Co« 
moner  ia  detailed  by  tbe  President  of  the  tn 
States  from      Coipt  of^ngiaeeft  of  the  Uf 
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States  Aimy,  and  must  bave  lineal  rasJc,  or  be  a 
captain  who  has  served  at  least  fifteen  yean  in  the 
Corps  of  Engineers  of  ttie  Army. 

The  Commissiooers  appoint  the  subordinate 
official  serrice  of  said  Government. 

w-iAingtnw  had  a  municipal  government  from 
iSoa  to  1871.  By  an  Act  approved  aist  February, 
1S71,  Congress  provided  a  territorial  form  of 
government  for  the  entire  district  of  Columbia, 
with  n  goremor,  secretary,  board  of  public  Works 

and  einmcil,  8i^;>ointed  by  the  President  of  the 

United  States,  and  a  House  of  Delegates,  and 

a  delegate  in  Congress  elected  by  the  cilizena  of 

the  said  district. 

This  form  of  government  was  abolished  20th 

June,  1874,  and  a  temporary  government  by  three 

Commissioners  substituted. 

The  temporary  form  of  governmcBt  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  present  form  of  government,  ist 

July,  1878. 

Congress  makes  all  laws  for  the  district,  hut 
has  intrusted  to  the  Commissioners  auUwrit^  to 
make  police  rcgulatioas,  building  zegulabou*, 
plumbing  regulations,  and  other  regulations  of  a 
municipal  nature. 

I  am  veiy  anxious  that  this  question  shall 
be  settled,  though  I  fear  that  the  result 
of  its  consideratian  .by  Parliament  will  be 
similaj  to  that  which  was  (Stained  last 
session.  The  honcarable  member  for  Eoo- 
}'oag  suggested  that  it  might  be  decided 
by  a  Committee,  consisting  of  Supreme 
c5ourt  Judges,  and  a  Judge  of  the  High 
Court.  No  doubt  all  the  information  foi 
riiid  against  each  of  the  proposed  sites  has 
been  Uid  before  the  Committee,  so  that 
every  honorable  member  nmst  be  thoroughly 
aware  of  their  advantages  and  disadvan- 
ta^s.  I  would  therefore  suggest  that  if 
we  fail  to  come  to  a  dedsipn  next  wc^ 
a  Comnittee  o£  ten  mefld}ers  should  be 
choKn  by  ballot,  six  bemg  taken  fiom  the 
House  of  Representatives,  one  for  each 
State,  and  thiee  fnxn  the  Senate,  and  that 
in  ad<rition  the  Prime  Minister  should  act 
as  Chairman.  I  am  aware  that  the  CoD' 
stitution  does  not  provide  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  such  a  body,  but,  judgii^  from 
the  experience  of  last  session,  I  tbir^  that 
the  two  Houses  are  not  likely  to  agree  as 
to  a  suitable  site.  I  hope^  however,  that 
my  predictions  will  not  be  fulfilled,  and 
that  the  matter  will  be  sati^actorily  settled 
for  all  time. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby— Minister 
of  Hnne  Affairs). — I  desire  to  announce 
that  on  Tuesday  next  the  first  business 
taken  will  be  the  ballot  to  determine 
the  district  in  which  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment shall  be  located. 

Mr.  Brown. — How  do  the  Government 
propose  to  fix  upon  a  particular  site? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— That  can  be  done 
in  CooBznkteej       an  amendnent  on  tfae 
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proposed  insertion.  It  will  be  very  eaiw 
to  move  the  insertion  of  words  which  wifl 
provide  that  the  Seat  of  Government  shall 
be  within  so  many  miles  of  such  and  such 
a  place  within  the  district  chosen.  I  thank 
honorable  members  for  remaining  to-night 
to  keep  a  House,  and  to  enable  the  di>- 
cuKion  to  be  concluded. 
Progress  reported. 

House  adjourned  at  11.7  p.m. 


^oiiftc  of  ISrpiTsrntatibrs. 

Tuesday,  p  August,  1904, 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.30  p.m., 

and  read  prayers. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATIONS. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  desire  to  make  a 
personal  explanaticxi.  Last  week,  when 
the  Seat  of  Government  Bill  was  being  dis- 
cussed, and  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume  was  speaking,  I  interjected  that  a 
statement  had  appeared  in  the  Sydney 
Morning  Herald  to  the  effect  that  the 
honorable  member  had  said  that  he  pre- 
ferred Lyndhurst  to  the  southern  sites.  His 
reply  was  that  that  was  not  so;  but  I  am 
now'  able  to  read  to  the  House  the  absolute 
words  of  the  statemei^  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred. It  occurs  in  a  letter  written  to  the 
Sydney  Morning'  Her^  on  the  4th  April, 
1904,  by  the  Rev.  H.  D.  Seely-Vidal,  a 
Church  of  England  clergyman,  residing  at 
Carcoar,  in  New  South  Wale^  and  is  as 
follows :  — 

Ere  going  on  board  the  special  train  at  Lynd- 
hurst, when  the  subject  of  the  possible  sites  was 
being  discussed,  I  heard  Sir  William  Lyoe  dis. 
Cinctly  say,  in  the  presence  of  several  others, 
that  be,  personally  speaking,  considered  Lynd- 
hurst the  moat  eligiUc  site,  but  that  South  Aus- 
tralia, Victoria,  and  Tasmania  would  outvote  the 
other  States,  and  keep  the  site  down  south.  I 
then  spoke  to  Sir  William,  and  said — "  Look 
here.  Sir  William,  you  throw  all  the  weight  of 
your  influence  on  to  the  side  of  Lyndhurst,  and 
we  will  chance  South  Aastralia,  Victoria,  and 
Tasmania  outvoting  it." 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  never 
read  the  letter  from  which  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  has  quoted,  nor  have  I 
heird  it  read  before;  but  the  statement  it- 
self is  imtrue. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— I  also  desire  to 
make  a  personal  exptanatioru  When  on 
Thursday  last  I  moved  a  motion  affinmn 
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the  desirability  of  a  re-^djustment  of  the 
Tariff,  I  stated  that  the  total  value  of  some 
twenty  lines  of  food  stuffs  produced  in 
Victoria  was  ;^i2,ooo,ooo  per  annum,  and 
that  the  local  consumption  of  these  lines 
was  about  200,000  per  annum.  The 
figures  were  challenged  at  the  time  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Gippsland.  As  I 
then  explained,  T  had  received  them  only 
the  night  before,  so  that  I  had  not  had  time 
to  digest  them.  On  referring  to  them 
again,  I  find  that  my  statement  of  the  total 
production  was  correct,  but  that  my  state- 
ment as  to  the  local  consumption  was  incor- 
rect, because,  instead  of  Uie  line  relating 
to  local  consumption,  I  read  a  line  relating 
to  population.  I  desire  to  acknowledge  and 
to  correct  the  mistake,  so  that  honorable 
members  may  not  be  misled  by  my  original 
statement. 

PREFTCRENTIAL  TRADE. 
Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  ask  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter whether  his  comments  upon  the  sugges- 
tion for  the  holding  of  an  Imperial  Con- 
ference to  consider  the  question  of  preferen- 
tial trade  were  based  on  general  cable  in- 
formation only,  or  on  some  other  communi- 
cation which  had  reached  him.  If  based 
only  on  press  statements,  they  were,  I  ven- 
ture to  suggest,  premature.'  I  ask  him 
whether,  in  view  of  the  vital  importance  of 
the  matter  to  Australia,  he  considers  it  de- 
sirable to  discourage  the  formulation  of  an 
official  proposition  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment as  soon  as  possible.  If  the  question 
is  oflicially  submitted  to  him.  will  he  not 
feel  it  his  duty,  before  replying,  to  afford 
honorable  members  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
press their  views  in  regard  to  it? 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  observations  which 
1  made  were  based  upon  no  other  founda- 
tion than  the  ordinary  press  cables.  1  was 
asked  by  the  representative  of  one  of  the 
great  English  dailies  to  express  an 
opini(Hi  on  a  suggesticm  which  had  been 
made,  and  my  reply  was  to  the  effect  that 
a  Conference  is  hardly  necessary  at  the 
present  time,  and  that  we  should  await  the 
declaration  of  the  people  of  Great  Bri- 
tain of  their  own  desires  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Even  before  a  prelimi- 
narv  discussion? 

Mr,  WATSON.— I  think  that  the  preli- 
minary discussion  has  already  taken 
place. 

Mr.  Deakin.— Not  a  discussion  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  Australian  Go- 
vernment wa^  represented  by  Sir  Edmund 


Barttxi  at  an  Imperial  Coriference  whi 
carried  a  resoliuion  approving  of  prefen 
tial  trade,  and  the  matter  was  afterwai 
put  before  the  electors  at  the  last  gene 
elections  by  the  honorable  and  learn 
member  himself,  who  was  then  at  the  he 
of  the  Government.  Later  on,  it  was 
f  erred  to  in  the  Govemor-Generi 
speech.  I  do  not  suppose  that  I  should 
justified  in  asking  if  the  concurrence 
the  other  leader  of  the  Opposition  1 
been  arranged  for  in  this  matter ;  1 
the  fact  that  no  action  in  regard 
it  was  taken  on  the  Address- 
Reply  practically  amounted  to  an  : 
mission  that,  so  far  as  Australia  is  o 
cerned.  a  decision  has  been  arrived 
and  the  electors  generally  favour  pre 
rential  trade.  Assuming  that  to  be  so 
do  not  think  that  any  further  step  can 
taken  until  some  tangible  proposal  is  m: 
to  us  by  the  Imperial  Government-  I 
not  see  the  value  of  another  Conferer 
because  details  cannot  be  arranged  ui 
the  principle  of  preferential  trade  1 
been  assented  to  in  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Deakin. — ^A  Caiference  would  J 
pare  the  way. 

Mr.  Glynn. — This  House  has  not 
spoken  on  the  .subject. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Australia  has 
pressed  her  wishes. 

Mr.  Glynn. — The  opinions  of  the  peo 
of  Australia  have  never  been  tested  in  ( 
Chamber. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  fact  that  the  n 
ter  was  allowed  to  go  by  default  is  ec 
valent  to  a  test  having  been  made.  * 
free-trade  friends  did  not  test  the  opini 
of  members  in  reference  to  an  altera! 
of  the  Tariff ;  but  the  feeling  of  the  pec 
was  admitted  when  they  allowed  it  to 
main  in  its  present  condition. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  already  poin 
out  that  when  questions  are  put  ti 
Minister  it  is  only  courteous  for  the  He 
to  let  him  give  his  own  answers  to  th 
I  aisk  honorable  members  not  to  attemp 
put  words  into  the  mouth  of  the  Pr 
Minister,  and  to  receive  without  imerj 
ing  the  replies  which  he  pleases  to  give, 
would  remind  the  House  that  at  qut'Sl 
time  members  may  only  ask  direct  qi 
timis,  and  Ministers  may  only  replv 
them.  yue«lions  of  policy  must  not 
debated. 

Mr,  CoNROY. — Is  it  in  order  for 
Prime  Minister  to  express  views  wl 
many  of  us  think  absQlutely  erroneous? 

Digftjzed  by  LnOOg  IC 


Medicine  Ckests:         [9  August,  1904.]         Port  Darwin.  3933 


Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  understand  that 
:}uestion  time  was  instituted  to  give  honor- 
able members  an  opportunity  to  a-sk  ques- 
tions to  elicit  the  views  of  Ministers,  and 
to  give  Ministeis  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
press their  views. 

Mr.  WATSON. — I  .  was  expressing 
merely  my  own  views;  I  would  not  at- 
tempt to  opress  those  of  the  honorable 
and  learned  member.  I  have  shown  how 
the  matter  appears  to  me.  In  my  opinion, 
we  should  now  wait  until  a  proposal  comes 
from  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Deakin. — What  I  speak  of  would 
be  a  proposal  for  a  Conference. 

Mr.  WATSON.— If  the  proposal  for  a 
Conference  is  made  to  the  Government  it 
will  have  our  grave  consideration.  Hither- 
to I  have  dealt  only  with  a  suggestion 
which  was  not  put  forward  by  any  one 
holding  c^Sce.  Although  Mr.  Chamberlain 
occupies  a  very  prominent  and  luxioured 
position  in  England,  he  is  not  at  present 
a  responsible  Minister.  It  therefore 
remains  merely  a  suggestion.  If  it  takes 
shape,  and  becomes  more  than  a  suggestion, 
it  will,  of  course,  receive  every  considera- 
tion. 

MEDICINE  CHESTS:   PORT  DAR- 
WIN TELEGRAPH  LINE. 

Sir  LANGDON  BONYTHON.— Last 
week  I  asked  the  Postmaster-General — 

Are  medicine  cheits  aupplled  to  the  outly- 
ing stations  on  the  Port  Darwin  telegraph  line, 
as  was  the  case  when  the  line  was  under  the 
control  of  the  South  Australian  Gorerament? 

The  Minister  replied — 

Yes,  except  at  Fort  Darwin  and  Fine  Creek, 
where  medical  services  can  be  obtained. 

I  have  excellent  authority  for  believing  that 
that  answer  is  not  correct.  I  am  in 
formed  that  Sir  Charles  Todd,  the  Deputy 
Postmaster -General  of  South  Australia,  on 
the  24th  February,  1902,  formally  notified 
that  supplies  of  medicine  for  stations  on 
(he  overland  line  were  to  be  discontinued, 
and  that  no  medicines  whatever  have  been 
provided  by  the  Federal  Govermnent.  Mr. 
Herbert  and  Mr.  Mitchell,  the  representa- 
tives of  the  Northern  Territory  in  the  South 
Australian  House  of  Assembly,  have  been 
in  communication  with  me  in  regard  to 
this  matter.  Mr.  Herbert  writes  as  fol- 
lows : — 

I  have  noticed  the  information  elicited  by  you 
from  the  Federal  Government  to  the  effect  that 
medicine  chests  are  supplied  to  outlying  stations 
on  the  overland  telegraph  line«  as  was  the  cus- 
tom under  the  State  control.  The  answer,  I 
fear^  has  been  given  under  a  misapprehension. 


I  believe  I  am  absolutely  correct  in  saying  that 
the  supplies  of  medicine  for  the  chests  referred 
to  were  stopped  by  the  Department,  and  that 
they  have  not  been  since  resumed. 

If  the  Minister  Would  like  me  to  give  him 
a  specific  case  of  a  station  not  having  a  chest 
of  medicines  provi(3ed,  I  think  I  can  name 
one — ^the  Powell  Creek  Station.  I  desire  to 
know  whether  the  Minister  will  make  fur- 
ther inquiries  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  MAHON. — I  certainly  shall  make 
further  inquiries.  It  would  appear,  from 
the  information  furnished  by  the  honor- 
able member,  that  there  has  been  some  mis- 
apprehension. When  the  Department  wa^ 
under  State  control,  the  authorities  sup- 
plied medicines  at  the  outlying  stations, 
and  it  may  be  that  in  the  departmental 
view  this  duty  still  rests  with  the  State 
Government,  because  it  cannot  be  contended 
that  it  is  necessary  for  the  proper  adminis- 
tration of  the  Telegraph  service  that  medi- 
cines and  surgical  appliances  should  be 
supplied  in  stich  cases.  They  are  pro- 
vided for  the  convenience  and  assistance 
of  persons  who  are  travelling,  and  that 
being  so,  I  conceive  that  the  matter  is  en- 
tirely within  the  domain  of  the  State  Go- 
vernment. 

Sir  Langdon  Bonython. — But  the 
officers  employed  at  the  stations,  and  also 
the  stations,  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Federal  Government. 

Mr.  MAHON.—  That  iff  so,  and  to  the 
extent  that  such  cheers  require  medicines 
or  surgical  appliances,  I  presume  that  the 
Department  will  be  prepared  to  supply 
them;  but  I  am  not  aware  that  it  is  our 
duty  to  keep  medicines  or  appliarxres  for 
the  convenience  of  the  travelling  public. 
However,  I  shall  make  further  inquiries, 
and  furnish  the  honorable  member  with 
any  additional  informati(Hi  that  may  be 
available. 

SERVICES  RENDERED  TO  STATES 
GOVERNMENTS. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  it  is  a  fact,  as 
stated  in  the  Age  of  Friday  last,  that  the 
Commonwealth  Government  is  making  a 
claim  upon  the  Victorian  Government  for 
_;^i2,coo  odd  for  various  services  rendered 
by  Post  and  Telegraph  officers;  further, 
whether  it  is  a  fact  that  this  claim  would 
not  have  been  made  had  it  not  been  for 
some  remarks  made  by  the  Premier  of  Vic- 
toria. I  trust  that  the  Minister  will  be  able 
to  enlighten  us  upon  this  point,  because  it  is 
distinctly  stated  that  the  Govenuneat  ar^ 
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playing  a  game  of  tit-for-tat,  and  that  the 
claim  would  not  have  been  made  but  for 
their  resentment  of  Mr.  Bent's  criticisms. 

Mr.  WATSON. — I  understand  that  some 
claim'  against  the  Victorian  Government  is 
being  prepared  by  the  .Post  Office  authori- 
ties, in  consideration  of  services  rendered 
to  the  State.  I  am  not  aware  of  the  details, 
or  the  grounds  upon  which  the  claim  is 
made,  because  it  has  not  yet  come  to  me  for 
presentation. 

Mr.  Robinson. — The  claim  is  not  being 
made  in  a  spirit  of  revenge? 

Mr.  WATSON.— Certainly  not.  The  re- 
laticms  which  have,  so  far,  existed  between 
all  the  States  Governments  and  this  Govern- 
ment have  been  of  the  most  cordial  descrip- 
tion. We  have  had  no  reason  to  complain, 
noi  do  I  think  that  this  Government  have 
given  any  cause  for  ctHiiplaint  by  the  States 
Governments. 

UNIFORM  WHARFAGE  CHARGES. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  desire  to  know 
from  the  Prime  Minister  what  steps,  if  any, 
have  been  taken  with  a  view  to  secure  uni- 
form wharfage  rates  in  the  various  States? 

Mr.  WATSON.— Some  little  time  ago  I 
stated  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  take  whatever  steps  were 
possible  to  persuade  the  various  States  au- 
thorities— whether  the  States  Governments 
or  bodies  acting  under  their  authority — to 
so  regulate  their  wharfage  charges,  and  to 
so  harm(xitze  them,  fhat  no  distinction 
would  be  drawn  between  the  produce  of 
any  of  the  States ;  the  idea  being,  of 
oourse,  to  obviate  the  necessity  for  appoint- 
ing the  Inter-State  Commission,  so  far  as 
that  aspect  of  the  matter  is  concerned. 
Since  then  my  honorable  colleague,  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  has,  in 
one  or  two  cases,  asked  to  be  relieved  of 
the  work  of  collecting  differential  rates, 
as  a  preliminary  to  further  action  being 
taken  by  the  States  Governments  them- 
selves. That  has  occurred  in  Victoria. 
My  honorable  colleague  holds  that  we  have 
no  power  to  collect  the  differential  rates, 
and  I  believe  that  the  Victorian  Govern- 
ment proposes  to  take  action  in  the  direc- 
tion of  equalizing  the  charges.  I  have 
ni]dreiise(1  liters  up«i  the  subject  to  some 
of  the  other  States  Governments.  I  am 
not  yet  aware  of  the  detailed  proposals 
which  they  intend  to  carry  out ;  but  I  am 
satisfied  that  there  should  be  no  great 
difficulty  in  arriving  at  some  arrangement 
for  getting  rid  of  the  existing  anomalies. 


ELECTORAL  ACT  COMMITTKI 

Mr.  CONROY.— I  wish  to  ask  the  A 
ister  of  Home  Affairs  whether,  in  view 
the  very  serious  irregularities  that  seen 
have  ocurred  in  the  Electoral  Departn 
in  Sydney,  he  will  take  steps  to  appoir 
Ro}aI  Commission  to  pursue  the  inq' 
commenced  by  the  Electoral  Act  Comi 
tee,  which  seems  to  be  unable  to  spare 
time  necessary  to  attend  to  the  matter, 
present,  I  need  not  say  any  more  t 
that  the  evidence  recently  taken  in  S 
nev  discloses  a  very  serious  state  of  a£Fj 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  do  not  t\ 
that  the  Select  Committee  are  tmable  to 
tain  the  evidence  necessary  to  enable  i 
to  arrive  at  a  amcltianon  as  to  whethei 
not  grave  irregularities  have  occurred, 
do  not  regard  it  as  necessary  to  appoii 
Roj'al  Commission,  because  1  consider  : 
the  Select  Committee  will  be  in  a  posi 
to  inquire  fully  into  the  whole  quest 
Evidence  in  rebuttal  of  that  recently  p 
in  Sydney  will  be  presented  by  the 
partment. 

STEAMER  SUBSIDY:  WESTER] 
AUSTRALIA. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  desire  to  ask  the  Pi 
Minister,  without  notice,  whether  he 
take  steps  to  test  the  legality  of  the  ac: 
of  the  Western  Australian  Got'cmioent 
granting  a  subsidy  for  a  fast  steamer 
vice  between  Geraldton  and  Perth. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  have  not  had  t 
to  look  into  the  matter  referred  to,  a 
therefore,  T  should  like  further  notice 
fore  I  am  called  upon  to  give  aji  ansi 
I  imagine  that  the  subject  is  rath^  an 
portant  one. 

OBSOLETE  FIELD  GUXS". 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  —  I  desire  to 
the  Prime  Minister  a  question  having  re 
ence  to  the  offer  of  certain  obsolete  i 
guns,  for  ornamental  purposes,  which  ' 
recently  made  to  the  States  Govemme 
I  understand  that  some  of  the  States  < 
vernments  have  declined  to  accept  the  g 
Mpoa  the  conditions  laid  down  in  the  d 
In  view  of  that  fact,  and  in  Mder  that 
municipality  may  be  deprived  of  any  g 
which  it  may  desire  to  obtain,  will  the  < 
vernment  make  a  simitar  offer  to  the*  mi 
cipalities  direct? 

Mr.  WATSON. — I  am  aware  that 
Government  of  Western  Australia  has  ii 
mAted  that  it  scarcely  cares  to  accept ; 
responsibility  of  these  obsolete  weapf 
In  some  cases— I  do  not  say  that  my  ren: 
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applies  to  all — it  seems  that  the  giuis  are 
o  heavy  that  a  fair  expenditure  would  re- 
luire  to  be  incurred  to  remove  them,  and 
iorne  people  do  not  care  to  be  saddled  with 
'  white  elephants  "  of  that  description. 

^Ir.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Very  few  of  the 
5\ins  are  mounted. 

:Mr.  WATSON.— That  is  so,  and  conse- 
quently it  is  necessary  to  ocxistruct  carriages 
or  some  kind  of  mounting  for  them. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It*  cost  the  muni- 
cipality of  Parramatta  £is  to  mount  their 
suns. 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  is  satisfactory  to 
kftow  that  Parramatta  could  afford  to 
spend  that  sum  in  beautifying  its  public 
parks. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Does  that  remark  apply 
to  any  part  of  Austr^ia,  as  I  have  applied 
for  some  of  the  guns  for  Geelong? 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  Government  enter- 
tain no  objection  to  allowing  any  local  body 
or  representative  institution  to  obtain  these 
guns  so  far  as  their  number  will  permit. 
My  general  impression  is  that  the  military 
authorities  are  very  anxious  to  use  the 
storage  room  which  is  at  present  occupied 
by  these  obsolete  weapons,  and  therefore 
they  would  be  extremely  glad  to  get  rid  of 
them. 

SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  RE  ID. — I  desire  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  whether  he  is  prepared  to  allow  of 
a  short  suspension  of  the  sitting  prior  to  the 
ballot  being  taken  in  connexioH  with  the 
Seat  of  Government  Bill.  I  understand 
that  some  of  the  trains  were  lale  to-day — 
the  Sydney  express  was  somewhat  behind 
time — ^and  I  believe  that  one  or  two  htnior- 
able  nienibers  who  have  come  to  Melbourne 
for  the  express  purpose  of  taking  part  in 
the  ballot  have  not  yet  reached  the  House. 
I  suppose  that  there  is  a  disposition  upon 
all  sides  to  allow  honorable  members  who 
have  journe\-ed  here  for  that  purpose  an 
opportunity  of  recording  their  votes. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — How  long  an  interval 
does  the  right  honorable  m^ber  suggest? 

Mr.  REID. — I  think  that  a  suspension 
of  the  sitting  until  a  quarter-past  3  would 
allow  a  \*ery  fair  latitude.  I  know  that 
one  <x  two  honorable  mendiers  who  have 
come  fai  Melbourne  for  the  purpose  Qf  re- 
cording their  votes  have  not  yet  reached  the 
House.  They  may  put  in  an  appearance 
at  any  moment,  and  I  am  sure  that  iKibody 
desires  them  to  be  shut  out  from  the  ballot 
for  the  sake  of  a  minute  or  twa  I  would 
therefore  suggest  that  tl»  sitting  of  the 


House  be  suspended  until  a  quarter-past  3 
o'clock,  if  the  Prime  Minister  thinks  that 
is  a  reasonable  proposal 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  have  no  objection  to 
meeting  the  convenience  of  honorable  mem- 
bers in  the  way  suggested ;  but  perhaps 
some  other  honorable  member  might  desire 
a  suspension  of  the  sitting  for  a  few 
minutes  longer.  If  not,  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  ordinary  business,  Mr.  Speaker 
might  leave  the  chair,  and  resume  it  at  the 
hour  named. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  any  delay 
is  to  occur  in  the  taking  of  the  ballot,  1 
would  suggest  that  the  sitting  should  be  sus- 
pended  for  a  little  longer  period — say  till 
half-past  3  o'clock — ^because  there  are  seve- 
ral honorable  members  in  the  city  with  whom 
we  cannot  communicate. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — ^There  are  se- 
veral others  who  wish  to  get  away. 

Mr.  WATSON. — I  am  quite  prepared  to 
fall  in  with  the  suggestion  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — In  accordance  with 
the  arrangement  whidi  has  been  arrived  at, 
I  shall  leave  the  chair  after  questions  have 
been  answered  unfil  half -past  3  o'clock. 

NEW  SOUTH  WALES  VOLUNTEER 
REGIMENTS. 
Mr.  FULLER  asked  the  Minister  repre- 
senting the  Minister  of  Defence,  upon 
notice — 

What  was  tiie  establishment,  strength,  and  per- 
centage of  efficients  of  each  of  the  following 
Volunteer  Regiments  in  New  South  Wale*  on  the 

30th  June,  1904  :— 
tst  Scottish  Rifles; 
Australian  Rifles; 
St.  George's  Rifles; 
Australian  Iiish  Rifles? 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  following  is  the 
information  asked  for  by  the  honorable 
and  learned  member : — 


Ist  RegimeDt.  New 
South  Wales 
Scottish  Riflea... 

Auntralian  Rifle 
Regiment 

St.  George's  Eng- 
lish Rifle  Regi- 
ment,., 

New  South  Wales 
Irish  Rifle  Regi- 
ment ...  ... 


509 
S09 


460 
450 


509  I  452 


509  436 


-SI 


Coog 


3S' 
353 

319 

398 


III 


7* '44 

70-57 
91-18 

4e- 
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PAPER. 

Mr.  Batchelor  laid  upon  the  table  the 
following  paper : — 

Further  report  by  Mr.  Surveyor  Chesterman  on 
the  proposed  Federal  CapiUl  site  at  Tooma. 

SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT  BILL. 

T/ie  order  of  the  day  for  a  ballot  to  de- 
iermitte  the  district  within  which  the  Seat 
of  Government  should  be  situated  having 
been  read, 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— When  a  similar  bal- 
lot was  taken  last  year  some  rules  for  the 
amduct  of  the  ballot  were  prepared  and 
followed,  and  I  propose,  with  the  approval 
of  the  House,  that  these  rules  shall  again 
be  observed. 

Honorable  Members. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  understand,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  the  signature  of  an  honorable  member 
is  essential? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Absolutely. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Are  honorable  mem- 
bers to  understand  that  they  must  place  a 
cross  opposite  the  area  for  which  they 
desire  to  vote  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Honorable  members, 
of  course,  may  make  only  one  cross  and  that 
must  be  placed  opposite  the  one  of  the  three 
aieas  for  which  they  vote 

The  House  'then  proceeded  to  the  first 
ballot. 

Mr.  SPEAlCER.— The  votes  were  cast 
in  the  first  ballot  as  follows: — 

Southern  District    21 

South-Eastem  District    22 

Western  District   25 

The  second  ballot  having  been  taken, 
Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  votes  were  cast 
in  the  second  ballot  as  follows: — 

South-Eastem  District    39 

Western  District  28 

Ballots. 

Districts. — i.  Southern  District*  (com- 
prising an  area  of  land  within  a  radius  of 
fifty  miles  from  Batlow)  j  2,  South-Eastern 
District  (comprising  an  area  of  land  within 
a  radius  of  fifty  miles  from  Bombala) ;  3, 
Western  District  (comprising  an  area  of 
land  within  a  radius  of  fifty  miles  from 
Lyndhurst). 

Ballot!.  ,st.  and. 

Bamford,  Mr.    I  j 

Batchelor,  Mr.    a   

Bonython,  Sir  J.  L.   3  ...  3 

Brown,  Mr   3  ...  , 

Carpenter,   Mr.    1  ...  3 

Chapmiin,  Mr.    2  ...  2 

Conroy,  Mr   3  ...  3 


Ballots.  1st. 

Cook,  Mr.  Hume 
Cook,  Mr.  Jos.  ... 
Crouch,  Mr. 
Culpin,  Mr. 
Deakin,  Mr. 
Edwards,  Mr.  G.  B. 
Edwards,  Mr.  R. 
Ewing,  Mr. 
Fisher,  Mr. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Fowler,  Mr. 
Frazer,  Sit. 
Fuller,  Mr. 
Fysh,  Sir  P.  ... 
Gibb,  Mr. 
Glynuj  Mr. 
Groom,  Mr. 
Harper,  Mr. 
Higgini,  Mr.  ... 
Hughes,  Mr. 
Hutchison,  Mr. 
Isaacs,  Mr.  ... 

iohixson,  Mr.  ... 
lelly,  Mr. 
Kennedy,  Mr. 
Knot,  Mr. 
Lee,  Mr. 
Liddell,  Mr. 
Lonsdale,  Mr. 
Lyne,  Sir  W.  J. 
Mahon,  Mr. 
Maloney,  Mr.  ... 
Maugcr,  Mr. 
McCay,  Mr. 
McCoIl,  Mr.  ... 
McDonald,  Mr.... 
McLean,  Mr.  ... 
McWilliams,  Mr. 
O'Malley,  Mr.  ... 
Page,  Mr. 
Phillips,  Mr.  ... 
Poynton,  Mr.  ... 
Reid,  Mr. 
Kobinson,  Mr. 
Ronald,  Mr.  ... 
Salmon,  Mr. 
Skene,  Mr. 
Smith,  Mr.  Bruce 
Smith,  Mr.  Sydney 
Spence,  Mr. 
Storrer,  Mr. 
Thomson,  Mr.  David 
Thomson,  Mr.  Dugald 
Tudor,  Mr. 
Turner,  Sir  G. 
Watkins,  Mr.  ... 
Watson,  Mr.  ... 
Webster,  Mr.  ... 
Wilkinson,  Mr. ... 
Wilks,  Mr. 
Willis,  Mr. 
Wilson,  Mr. 
•This  district  was  not  in  the  second  b.-ill( 
Note. — The  figures  appearing  opposite 
name  of  each  member  indicate  the  district 
which  he  voted. 

/«  Committee: 
Clause  2 — 

It  is  hereby  determined  that  the  Seat  ol 
vernmeot  of  the  Commonwealth  ihall  be  1 
that  portion  of  New  Sou^\|{a|;^,Jf[^ded  d 

Digftjzed  by 


Seat  of  [9  August,  1904.]        Government  BiU.  3937 


Lortb  by  a  direct  line  ninaing  from  the  town  of 
f'ambula  to  tbe  town  of  Cooma,  thence  due  west 
o  the  border  of  the  State  of  Victoria,  and  within 
if  ty  miles  of  Bombala^  in  the  State  of  New  South 
rVales. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby— Minister 
3f  Home  Affairs). — 'The  ballot  which  has 
just  been  taken  lea\'es  the  wording  of  the 
clause  now  under  consideration  very  much 
as  it  stands.    The  Government  have  stated 
throughout  the  discussion  that  it  was  their 
intention  to  narrow  down  the  locality  to 
much  more  restrictive  limits  than  a  radius  of 
fifty  miles.     A  radius  of  fifty  miles  would 
include  two  or  three-'sites  which  have  been 
suggested.    But  the  important  sites  in  the 
South-Eastem  District  are  Bombala  and 
DaJgety.     I    understand    that   the  ma- 
jority  of  htmorable  men^rs  who  voted 
for  a  site  in  the  South-Eastem  District 
are  in  favour  of  the  Dalgety  site.  In 
order  that  we  may  obtain  an  expression 
of   opinion   which  will  be  more  definite 
than  the  clause  at  present  contains.  I  think 
that  it  would  be  better  for  me  to  move  the 
omission  of  all  the  words  frc»n  "  within " 
to    "  Bombala,"    with    a    view    of  in- 
serting   the    words    "  twenty-five  miles 
from     Dalgety. '  *      The    radius  would 
give  us  a    sufficient    margin  to  enable 
the  best  site  within  that  district  to  be 
selected.    It  would  exclude  Bombala  and 
a  number  of  towns  which,  it  is  generally 
agreed,  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  select 
If  the  course  which  I  suggest  is  adopted, 
it  will  be  understood  as  an  instruction  to  the 
Go%-erTunent  to  obtain  a  site  within  a  reason- 
able distance  of  Dalgety.    That,  I  believe, 
is  what  is  generally  desired.    I  therefore 
move — 

That  tbe  following  words  be  left  out : — "  that 

portion  of  New  Sonth  Wales  bounded  on  the  north 
by  3  direct  line  ruaning  from  the  town  of  Fam- 
b'ula  to  the  town  of  Cooma,  tbence  due  west  to  the 
border  of  the  State  of  Victoria,  and  within  fifty 
miles  of  Bombala." 

Mr.  HUME  COOK  (Bourke).— I  wish 
to  obtain  a  somewhat  clearer  explanation  of 
what  the  amendment  means  than  I 
have  been  able  to  gather  from  the 
statement  of  the  Minister.  Does  the 
amendment  mean  that  when  the  area 
is  selected  any  possibilitv  of  obtaining 
a  port  within  the  Federal  Territory  will  be 
excluded ;  or  does  it  mean  that  we  are 
choosing  the  actual  Seat  of  Government, 
reserving  the  right  at  a  later  stage  to  take 
in  a  port  with  the  territory?  It  is  due 
to  the  CcMnmittee  that  honorable  members 
should  know  aactly  what  is  meant  and  how 
far  the  proposal  ^es. 


Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  territory  is 
dealt  with  in  the  next  clause.  The  purpose 
of  the  clause  imder  consideration  simply  is 
to  determine  the  locality  of  the  Seat  of 
Government. 

Mr,  HuHE  Cook. — ^Thatonly? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Yes,  that  only. 
The  question  of  the  territory  to  be  chosen 
will  be  considered  in  connexicm  with 
clause  3. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro).  —  I  would  suggest  to  the 
Minister  of  Home  Affairs  that  the  better 
way  to  amend  the  clause  in  order 
to  attain  the  object  in  view  is  first 
to  settle  which  site  is  the  more  favoured 
bv  the  Conmiittee,  Bombala  or  Dal- 
gety. We  should  take  a  vote  in  order  to 
elicit  an  expression  of  opinion  as  between 
Bombala  and  Dalgety.  If  the  proposal 
which  the  Minister  has  submitted  is  adopted 
we  shall  probably  find  ourselves  blocked 
in  the  endeavour  to  obtain  a  port  within  the 
Federal  area. 

Mr.  Watson. — Not  at  all. 
Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.—Then  an 
amendment  will  be  required  in  clause 
3,  which  provides  that  the  territory 
to  be  acquired  is  to  be  the  terri- 
tory mentioned  in  clause  2.  We  must 
first  of  all  obtain  an  expression  of 
opinion  as  to  whether  B(»nbala  or  Dalgety 
should  be  selected,  and  we  must  not  deprive 
ourselves  of  the  right  to  claim  a  port,  the 
desirability  of  which  has  recommended  the 
Bombala  site  to  many  honorable  members. 
To  lay  it  down  in  clause  2,  as  the  Minister 
proposes  to  do,  that  the  site  selected  shall 
be  within  a  radius  of  Iwenty-five  miles  of 
Dalgety,  would,  unless  clause  3  were 
amended,  exclude  all  possibility  of  the 
territory  embracing  a  port.  We  should 
endeavour  to  leave  the  Bill  as  nearly  as 
possible  in  the  state  in  which  the  Senate 
sent  it  to  us.  To  adopt  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Minist^  would  be  prac- 
tically to  make  a  new  Bill  of  it. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  object  of 
the  Government  i«  to  get  a  nearer  indica- 
tion of  the  opinion  of  the  Committee.  In 
order  that  that  may  be  done,  we  must 
first  settle  the  question  whether  Bombala 
or  Dalgety  is  to  be  chosen.  That  can  be 
determined  bv  one  vote. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North  Syd- 
ney).— I  quite  agree  with  the  proposal  sub- 
mitted by  the  Minister.  The  words  which  he 
proposes  to  omit  are  absolutely  useless  for 
the  purpose  for  which  they  have  been  in- 
serted in  the  clause.     In  th»~first  place,  they 
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provide  that  the  Seat  of  GoveEnment  shall 
be  within  a  territory  whidi  in  one  direction 
would  be  150  miles  in  length,  and  the  de- 
scription of  the  territory  is  then  limited  by 

a  subsequent  description  that  it  shall  be 
within  fifty  miles  of  Bombala.  As  applied 
to  the  Seat  of  Government,  the  two  descrip- 
tions are  inconsistent.  The  proper  place  in 
which  to  define  the  tmitory  is  the  next 
clause. 

Mr.  Watson. — If  it  is  necessary  10  de- 
fine it  at  alL 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Just  so; 
but  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  are 
absolutely  useless,  and  are  made  useless 
by  the  subsequent  provision  that  the  Seat 
of  Government  shall  be  within  fifty  miles 
of  Bombala.  I  can  only  account  for  the 
inconsistency  of  the  clause  by  assuming 
that  the  various  amendments  proposed  in 
the  Senate  created  confusion.  We  are  here 
not  to  fix  a  district,  but  to  determine  the 
Seat  of  Government.  We  should  do  that, 
and  we  should  not  leave  it  to  a  subsequent 
selection  from  a  large  area  which  may  in- 
clude several  sites. 

Mr.  McCAY  (Corindla).— I  agree  with 
the  honorable  member  for  North  Sydney  as 
tQ  the  vagueness  of  the  clause.    I  desire 
to  know  something  with  respect  to  the  me- 
thod by  which  the  Minister  proposes  to  as- 
certain the  desire  of  the  Committee.  I 
should  like  to  say  that  Governments  and 
Parliaments  have,  before  now,  found  that 
it  is  easier  to  create  a  blank  than  to  fill  it. 
If  we  create  a  blank  in  this  clause  as  pro- 
posed, there  will  be  nothing  to  prevent  that 
blank  remaining  unfilled  for  ever,  so  fax 
as  this  Committee  is  concerned,  by  a  com* 
bination  of  supporters  of   two  'sites  as 
against  the  supporters  of  a  third.   I  am  not 
saying  this   with   any   desire   to  secure 
an  advantage  for  the  site  mentioned  in  the 
Bill,    cm;    the    site    which    was  selected 
a  few  minutes  ago  by  honorable  members, 
because  neither  of  them  is  my  first  choice. 
We  have  had  previous  examples  of  combi- 
nations.   To  move  that  these  words  should 
be  left  out.  with  a  view  to  insert  other 
words,  would  be  a  perfectly  right  course 
to  pursue,  in  the  circumstances,  if  we  knew 
that,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  striking 
out  of  these  words  would  be  followed  by 
the  formal  insertion  of  the  other  words 
proposed.      But  once  these  words  are  left 
out,  the  whole  question  is  again  enlarged.  . 
I   should   advise   the   insertion   of  cer- 
tain   words    first,    if    they    could  be 
agreed   to,  and  we  could  strike  out  the  I 
^erfluous  words  afterwards.     My  only  i 


desire  is  to  secure  fair  play  for  all  q 
1    cemed,  because,  as  I  say,   Bombala  i 
Dalgety  are  by  no  means  the  objects ! 
■   my  primary  selection  in  this  matter.  1 
;       .Mr.  WATSON  (Bland  —  Treasurer^ 
In  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Cbi 
ella,  it  might  simplify  the  procedure,  i 
assuage  any  fears  which  some  bonora 
memt^rs  may  entertain  of  the  dlfficulj 
always  liable  to  crop  up  in  connexion  i| 
matters  of  this  sort,  if  the  Minister 
Home  Affairs  were  to  withdraw  his  pred 
amendment,  and  move  the  insertion,  aj 
the  word  "  within,"  of  the  words  **  a  rad 
of  twenty-five."    Then  any  honorable  m( 
ber,  who  desired  to  do  so,  could  move 
amendment  upon  the  amendment,  with 
object  of  altering  the  word  "twentv-fii; 
to  "fifty,**  if  that  should  be  desired. 

Mr.  David  Thomson. — Why  not  m\ 
it  fifty  miles  in  the  first  instance?  ' 

Mr.  WATSON.— Because,  in  my  \\{ 
it  is  absolutely  ridiculous  to  talk  of  ; 
selection  of  a  site  within  a  radius  of  ^ 
miles.  The  necessity  for  getting  this  ] 
through  is,  that  Parliament  may,  by  sd 
determination,  indicate  where  it  wishes  1 
Federal  Capital  to  be,  and  if  we  indiq 
a  territory  with  a  diameter  of  100  miles, 
one  can  say  that  we  have  thus  indical 
where  the  Capital  should  be.  It  might 
anywhere  within  that  vast  range  of  count 
Mr.  Crouch. — We  could  leave  that  to  I 
two  Goverrunents  concerned. 

Mr.  WATSON.— In  my  opinion,  the  Y\ 
eral  Parliament  should  indicate  its  cho 
much  more  nearly  than  that,  for  the  ben^ 
of  the  Govermnent.  I  do  not  say  that 
would  be  putting  too  much  respbnsibill 
upon  the  Government,  but  it  certainly  wot] 
be  burdening  the  Government  to  aik  thi 
to  interpret  the  will  of  the  House  in  maki 
a  selection  within  such  an  area  as  that 
which  I  have  referred.  I  think  that' 
radius  of  twenty-five  miles  would  cover  t 
maximum  range  of  choice  which  should 
allowed.  Even  that  would  give  a  diamet 
of  fifty  miles  to  the  circle,  and  I  am  ratii 
inclined  to  agree  that  that  is  a  little  t 
much. 

Mr.  Bamford. — It  would  cover  i.qi 
square  miles. 

Mr.  WATSON.— That  is  a  verv  li 
range.  The  object  should  be  to  ciit  x 
area  down  to  as  fine  and  definite  1 
point  as  is  consistent  with  our  preso 
information,  and  with  the  possibilS 
that  a  new  location  mav  be  necessai 
for  the  actual  site  ot,the  Federal  ci 
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 that  is  to  say,  within  a  mile  or  two  of  the 

particular  place  we  select.    I  think,  there- 
fore, that  the  better  plan,  following  the 
suggestion  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
roember  for  Corinella,  would  be  to  propose 
tlie  insertion  of  the  words  I  have  indicated, 
including  the  words  "twenty-five,"  and  the 
Committee  could  afterwards  take  a  vote 
upon  the  insertion  of  the  word  Dalgety  in 
lieu  of  the  word  Bombala,  if  honorable 
members  so  desired. 

Sir    JOHN    FORREST  (Swan).— We 
have  selected  the  district  in  which  the 
Seat  of  Government  is  to  be  located, 
and    it  has   now   become  our   duty  to 
select  the  site.     The  best  way  in  which 
to    proceed  is   to    ascertain    from  the 
Committee   which   site   within   this  dis- 
trict honoTi^Ie  members  prefer.    Four  sites 
have  been  named  and  inspected — Dalgetv, 
Bombala,  Delegate,  and  Coolringdon.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  what  we  have  to  do  now 
is  to  find  out  which  of  those  four  sites  is 
favoured  by  the  majority  of  the  members  of 
the  Committee.    Having  done  that,  the  Seat 
of  Government  should  be  63ted  within  a  rea- 
sonable distance  of  the  site  selected,  and 
twenty-five  miles  would  be  a  more  than 
ample  range,  knowing  the  localities  as  we 
do.      We  laiow  that  the  Bombala  site  is 
rrot  more  than  three  or  four  miles  from 
the  town  of   Bombala;   the   Dalgety  site 
would  be  within  a  radius  of  five  miles  of 
the  bridge  at  Dalgety;  the  Delegate  site 
would  be  within  three  or  four  miles'  radius 
of  the  town  of  Delegate ;  and  the  Coolring- 
don site  is  well  known.     No  doubt  the 
choice  of  the  Committee  will  be  either 
Dalgety  or  Bombala.     A  very  few  miles 
from   either  place  would  suffice  to  in- 
clude   the   site   of  the   actual  Capital, 
and  whether  we  say  ten  or  twenty-five 
miles  ^  will   make   no    difference   in  the 
selection.    Then  we  have  the  question  of 
the  area  of  the  territory,  which  will  have  to 
be  considered  on  clause  3.    By  the  course 
I  suggest,  we  should  let  it  be  well  known 
that  every  site  in  this  district  has  had  a  fair 
chance  of  being  dealt  with ;  whereas,  if  we 
adopt  the  proposal  of  the  Government— 
though  I  have  no  objecti(»i  to  it,  personallv 
— it  might  be  thought  we  were  barring  the 
claim  of  some  sites.    What  we  have  to  do 
now  is  to  definitely  say  which  site  in  this 
district  is  approved  by  a  majority  of  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  REID  (Eart  Sydney).— I  quite 
agree  with  the  course  the  Govenunait  hare 
taken;  ia  fact,  I  think  they  are  scarcely 


definite  enough  in  the  amendment.  How- 
ever, the  amendment  mtians  a  better  state 
of  things  than  is  contemplated  in  the  clause: 
So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  as  a  representa- 
tive of  New  South  Wales,  though  I  have 
strongly  and  consistently  endeavoured  to  pro- 
cure (he  selection  of  Lyndhurst,  I  have  the 
consolation,  after  the  division  which  has 
taken  place,  of  recognising  that  that  divi- 
sion  IS  an  honest  expression  of  opinion  by 
the  House.  I  accept  that  decision  as  oat 
brought  about,  as  some  other  position  might 
have  b^,  by  any  unfair  means,  but  as  a 
tair  and  honest  expression  of  the  views  of 
the  majority.  The  decision  is  much  against 
nly  own  views,  but  I  have  at  least  the  satis- 
faction of  feelmg  that  the  selection  which 
has  been  made  does  represent  the  honest 
ronvictioh  of  the  majority  of  the  members  of 
this  House.  Therefore,  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
«med,  I  want  to  help  the  Government  so 
far  as  I  can.  What  New  South  Wales 
may  (hmk  is  another  matter ;  it  is  for  New 
South  Wales  to  look  after  her  own  affairs 
m  her  own  Parliament.  I  am  stronriy 
against  the  large  area,  but  it  nmrt 
be  left  to  the  Government  and  the 
people  of  New  South  Wales  to  look 
after  their  own  intaests.  I  will  do  ail  I 
can  in  this  Chamber  to  get  the  views  I  re- 
present expressed  in  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill ;  but,  so  long  as  the  procedure  is,  as 
It  has  been,  thoroughly  bond  -fide,  I  am  not 
going  to  carry  my  protest  further.  I  wish 
to  say  that  I  accept  m  good  faith  this 
amendment  to  insert  Dalgety,  upon  the 
understanding  that  the  site  is  within 
a  reasonable  distance  of  Dalgetv  as 
intended  by  Parliament.  I  have  made 
no  secret  of  my  view  ttiat  I  should  not 
consider  the  choice  of  Dalgetv  one  which 
manifestly,  I  could  not  regard  with  some 
sort  of  feeling  of  respect ;  I  have  never  de- 
nounced that  site  as  one  with  regard  to 
which  I  had  any  sort  of  decided  feeling  one 
way  or  the  other.  I  am  prepared,  so  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  as  a  member  of  this 
House,  to  accept  the  decision  which  has 
been  honestly  arrived  at,  without  any  mani 
pulation  of  votes— which  expresses  a  pre- 
ference as  between  Lyndhurst  and  Dalgety. 
But  T  do  not  think  that,  having  now  choswi 
Dalgety,  we  ought,  in  the  interest  of  all 
parties,,  to  make  our  selection  as  definite  as 
possible  in  the  Bill.  Of  course,  I  shall 
accept  the  Government  amendment,  to  make 
the  radius  twenty-five  miles,  as  an  improve- 
ment on  a  radius  of  fifty  miles;  but  I  do 
so  on  the  distinct  understanding  that  the 
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reasonable  interpretation — that  it  means 
Dalgety,  and  not  some  other  places  twenty- 
five  miles  away. 

Mr.  Watson. — Quite  so. 
Mr.  David  Thomson. — Why  not  take  a 
vote  on  Dalgetv  as  against  Bombala? 

Mr.  REID.— I  think  that  would  be  the 
straightest  course  of  all. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  Government  should 
not  be  tied  to  a  mile  or  two — there  ought 
to  be  an  allowance  of  ten  miles,  at  least 

Mr.  REID.— I  desire  that  we  should 
carry  out  the  spirit  of  the  decision  arrived 
at  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  is  the  idea. 
Mr.  REID. — The  Government  will  be 
charged  with  carrying  out  the  spirit  of 
the  decision ;  and  the  spirit  is  that  the 
site  shall  be  within  the  Dalgety  district.  If 
it  i<s  found  that  by  going  a  mile  or  two 
away  from  a  particular  spot  a  better  site 
may  be  found,  no  human  b^ng  will  raise 
the  slightest  objecticm.  But  it  is  to  be 
understood  that  there  must  be  no  sort  of 
undermining,  so  as  to  bring  about  the  se- 
lection of  Bombala. 

Mr.  Batchelor.  —  Bwnbala  is  over 
thirty  miles  away. 

Mr.  REID. — The  distance  is  greater,  I 
think ;  but  I  should  like  to  be  satisfied 
by  the-  honorable  member  for  Eden-Mon- 
aro,  that  he,  as  the  representative  of  the 
district  in  which  these  two  sites  are,  ac- 
cepts the  decision  of  the  House  in  regard 
to  Dalgety — that  he  accepts  that  decision, 
just  as  I  do. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapican. — ^That  is  a  ques- 
tion for  the  decisi(xi  of  Ministers. 

Mr.  REID. — But  I  want  to  be  satis- 
fied that  the  honorable  member  for  Eden- 
Monaro  has  not  in  his  pocket  some  other 
site  within  twenty-five  miles. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Coolringdon  i-s 
inside  that  radius,  and  I  take  it  that  if  the 
amendment  be  carried,  Dalgety  will  be 
regarded  as  the  centre. 

Mr.  REID. — As  honorable  members 
will  see,  it  is  not  on  this  clause  that  the 
question  of  territory  arises.  We  are.  now 
simply  dealing  with  the  spot  near  which 
the  Capital  is  to  be. 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS  (South  Sydney). 
— I  agree  with  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella  as  to  the  wav  in 
which  we  should  proceed.  It  would  be  a 
mistake,  I  think,  to  omit  a  large  portion 
of  the  clause,  with  a  view  to  inserting 
some  other  words.  Bv  so  doing  we  mav  get 
into  trouble;  and  we  ought,  therefore,  to 
insert  after  the  word  **  bounded "  scune 


words  which  will  clearly  express  what  ig 
tended.    The  only  difficulty  is  as  to 
radius. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Should  not  the  w( 
which  I  think  the  honorable  member  ha 
mind,  be  inserted  after  the  word  "  v 
in  "? 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS.— I  suggest  I 
after  tlie  word  "bounded,"  the  folloij 
words  be  inserted :  "  by  a  circle,  the  raj 
of  which  measures  seventeen  miles  from' 
township  of  Dalgety."  That  is  the  i 
marked  out  on  the  map  as  the  Dal] 
site.  With  a  radius  of  fifty  miles,  or  « 
of  twenty-five  miles,  we  should  incr( 
the  subsequent  difficulty  in  settling  ' 
site ;  and  I  think  that  a  radius  of  sei 
teen  miles,  as  marked  on  the  map, 
amply  sufiicient,  as  we  have  already  ' 
cided  on  the  district.  I  am  quite  in 
cord  with  the  leader  of  the  Opposll 
that  the  House  has  come  to  an  hcxiest  \ 
legitimate  decision.  I  have  suppol 
Lyndhurst  all  through,  but  I  rect^nisei 
decision  now  arrived  at  as  one  we  a 
respect,  and,  notwithstanding  difference^ 
opinion  as  to  the  relative  merits  of  the  i 
sites,  a  decision  amply  justified  by 
qualifications  of  the  site  chosen.  It  wo 
be  a  mistake  to  create  trouble  such  as 
have  had  in  the  past,  and  such  as 
might  be  supposed  to  have  got  rid  of ; 
difficulty  might  arise  if  we  created  a  la 
circle  in  which  the  Seat  of  Governnl 
must  ultimately  be  fixed.  If  the  Go\'^ 
ment  will  not  adopt  mv  suggestion; 
should  like  to  test  the  feeling  of  the  Cd 
mittee  by  moving  an  amendment  in  ; 
terms  I  have  indicated. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honors 
member  cannot  submit  that  amendm< 
The  question  before  us  now  is  the  omiss 
of  certain  words. 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS.^I  am  presij 
ing  that  the  amendment  to  omit  certi 
words  will  be  withdrawn  by  general  d 
sent.  I  should  like  the  Go\-errunent 
adopt  my  amendment,  which  seems  to; 
a  simple  expression  of  the  desire  of  i 
Committee. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^Why  a  radius 
seventeen  miles? 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS.— Because  tl 
is  the  area  marked  out  on  the  map.  whi 
I  have  studied  very  carefully  while  the  i 
bate  has  proceeded.  It  seems  to  me, 
view  of  the  reports  of  skilled  officers.  t\ 
this  area  probably  contains  am-  site 
could  have  had  in  mind  when'discussj 
the  merits  of  Dalgety<^    To  f^tend  i 
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area  to  twenty-five  miles  would  be  to  give 
a.  great  deal  further  trouble  in  the  ulti- 
mate decision.     I  think  the  Prime  Mini- 
ster admits  himself  that  we  should  be 
"wrong  in  making  the  area  too  large — that 
"we   should  thereby  complicate  the  final 
settlonent.      If,   however,   we  have  a 
radius  of  seventeen  miles,  as  marked  on 
the  map,  we  shall  keep  faith  with  the  de- 
cision of  the  House,  and  by  adopting  the 
Dalgety  district  with  that  limitation,  we 
shall  be  much  nearer  to  having  the  exact 
site  fixed  bey<Kid  all  question.     If  we 
adopted  a  larger  area,  we  should  probably 
have  other  sites  submitted,  and  the  whole 
competition,  though  narrowed  down  to  a 
smaller  compass,  would  practically  have  to 
be  once  more  faced. 

Sir   WILLIAM   LYNE   (Hume).  —  I 
think  that  some  of  the  speeches  which 
have  been  made  upon  the  amendment  have 
been  a  little  previous.     There  is  nothing 
to  prevent  an  h(»iorable  member  from  mov- 
ing the  insertion  of  any  site.     It  is  not 
to  be  supposed  that  we  are  confined  to 
sites  within  the  South-Eastern  District.  I 
intend  to  move  the  insertion  of  a  site  which 
is  not  in  that  district.     The  balloting  was 
no  doubt  honest,  but,  unfortunately,  two 
honorable  members  were  absent.  Had 
they  been  here,  the  South-Eastern  District 
would   have  been  rejected  on  the  first 
ballot,  and  the  contest  would  have  been 
between  the  Southern  District    and  the 
Western  District,  which  would  have  entirely 
altered  the  position  of  matters.  Honor- 
able members  have  not  yet  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  give  a  straight-out  vole  for  or 
against  any  particular  district.     I  am  not 
raising  this  objection  for  the  first  time 
now,  because  s«ne  time  ago  I  suggested 
to  the  Minister  that  an  exhaustive  ballot 
should  be  taken.     What  we  have  just  had 
has  been  only  a  single  ballot,  whereas  an 
exhaustive  ballot  would  have  pitted  every 
proposed  site  against  every  other  proposed 
site.      After  the   first  ballot   had  been 
taken,  and  the  Southern  District  rejected, 
there  should  have  been  a  ballot  between 
the  two  remaining  sites,   and  then  the 
southern   site  should   have   been  pitted 
against  each  of  those  sites.     That  would 
have  been  an  ethausdve  ballot.      I  tried 
to  induce  the  Minister  to  adopt  that  man- 
ner of  balloting,  because  it  is  the  only 
fair  one.      I  understand,  however,  that 
now  it  is  open  to  me  to  move  the  insertion 
of  any  site  in  the  Southern  District,  while 
other  members  could  move  the  insertion  of 
Lyndhurst,    Dalgety,   Bombala,   or  any 


proposed  site  they  wish.  This  will  be 
the  only  opportimity  to  really  test  the  feel-  , 
ing  of  honorable  members  in  regard  to  the  I 
proposed  sites.  | 
Mr.  EwiNG. — The  words  proposed  to  be  1 
left  out  must  be  left  out  before  the  name 
of  any  prcqiosed  site  can  be  inserted. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Quite  so.  [ 
think  that  die  proposal  made  by  the  Mini- 
ster in  the  first  instance  is  the  proper  one 
to  adopt. 

Mr.  Page. — Why  does  not  the  honorable 
member  accept  his  "  licking  "  like  a  man  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  always  do  so. 
I  compliment  the  honorable  member  for 
Eden-Monaro  on  the  accident  which  has 
placed  him  in  so  fortunate  a  position. 

Mr.  Reid. — It  was  nctf  an  accident. 
There  was  too  great  a  difference  in  the 
numbers  for  it  to  be  an  accident. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— As  I  have  men- 
tioned, there  were  two  honorable  members 
absent  when  the  ballot  was  taken.  One 
of  them  is  on  his  way  here  now,  and  if, 
when  an  adjournment  was  being  asked  for, 
I  had  received  from  him  the  telegram  now 
in  my  possession,  I  would  have  asked  for 
a  still  further  adjournment  to  enable  him 
to  take  part  in  our  proceedings. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — But  the  right 
hcxiorable  menUier  for  Adelaide  was  not  ac- 
counted for. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  to  whom  I  refer  is  in  the  train  from 
Echuca,  and  I  know  what  his  opinion  is. 
I  think  the  matter  too  serious  and  im- 
portant to  be  settled  without  an  exhaustive 
ballot.  Honorable  members  should  have 
been  given  a  proper  opportunity  to  decide 
directly  upon  the  sites.  I  do  not  wish 
now  to  speak  upon  any  of  the  proposed 
sites  in  detail,  but  I  shall  later  on  refer 
to  the  conduct  of  one  or  two  honorable 
members  who  would  not  look  at  a  certain 
proposed  site.  I  think  that  if  the  amend- 
ment for  the  striking  out  of  certain  words 

be  agreed  to  

Mr.  Watson. — The  question  now  before 
the  Committee  is,  what  area  should  be 
taken — within  what  radius  of  any  site  the 
Seat  of  Government  shall  be  located  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out,  be  so  left  out,  it 
will  then  be  open  to  any  honorable  member 
to  move  the  insertion  of  any  area  of  coun- 
try he  pleases. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^What  the  Minister  pro- 
poses to  do  now  is  to  move  the  insertion, 
after  the  word  "  within,"  of  other  words 
providing  that  the  Seat  of  Government  shall 
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be  within  a  radius  of  so  many  miles.  After 
that  amendment  has  been  carried,  it  will 
open  to  any  honcuable  member  to  move  the 
insertion  of  the  name  of  a  site. 

Sir  WILLL\M  LYNE.— The  question 
v^hich  will  be  put  frcxn  the  Qiair  will  be, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 

The  CHAIRMAN.— That  amendment  is 
to  be  withdrawn,  and  the  Minister  is  then 
going  to  move  another  .imendment. 

Sir  WILLIANf  LYNE.— The  amend- 
ment which  the  Minister  intends  to  mo\'e 
seems  to  me  not  the  right  one.  I  think 
that  he  should  see  that  his  original  amend- 
naent  is  put.  The  right  thing  to  do  is  to 
create  a  blank  in  the  clause.  That  is  the 
first  step  to  take.  When  a  blank  has  been 
created,  tt  will  be  open  to  honorable  mem- 
bers to  move  the  insertion  of  Lyndhurst, 
BoaU?ala,  Dalgety,  Tumul,  or  any  other 
name,  including  even  that  of  the  nnich- 
opposed  Aibury. 

Mr  Joseph  Cook,— And  the  still  more- 
opposed  Lake  George  site. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  would  not 
oppose  the  Lake  George  site.  I  never  have 
opposed  it. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — The  horioiable 
men:ri>er  can  propose  the  insertion  of  any 
one  of  ihe  sixteen  sites  whidi  be  lias 
brought  forward. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE;— I  hope  that 
the  hooorable  member  will  not  be  offensive. 
If  he  is.  he  will  get  a  Roland  for  his  Oli- 
ver. I  do  not  wish  to  say  anything  about 
his  success,  though,  no  doubt,  it  has  been 
obtained  by  accident.  I  do  laA  say  that, 
finally,  honorable  members  might  not  in 
any  case  have  selected  Dalgety,  even  if  the 
ScMJth-Eastem  District  had  been  rejected  on 
the  first  ballot;  but  every  site  and  terri- 
tory d»3uld  be  opposed  to  each  of  the 
others,  so  that  bonorable  'members  taxf 
give  a  direct  vote  on  tl»m  all.  That  is 
what  I  wi^  to  see  done. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook, — ^The  winning  site 
ought  to  beat  everv  other. 

Sir  WILLIAM  '  LYNE.— That  is  sa 
But  we  have  net  yet  got  to  that  stage. 

Mr.  tWATSON. — It  is  not  proposed  to 
prevent  that. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Honoraible 
members  will  see  thstf  the  site  which  I  was 
advocating  has  not  yet  had  an  opportunity 
to  compete  agairfst  the  other  sites,  and  it 
should  have  that  opportunity.  If  honor- 
able members  by  a  majwtv  select  any 
site,  thev  will  find  me  willing  to  accept 
the  general  verdict;  but  I  wish  first  to 


see  that  there  is  a  fair  ctmp^titHi  be 
tween  the  sites.  I  r^et  that  the  Minis 
ter  did  not  do  what  I  asked  him  to  d 
fi.rst  of  all,  and  so  arrange  the  balletic 
that  every  site  would  be  opposed  to  ever; 
other  site. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — It  was  a  very  difi 
cult  matter  to  arrange. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  thiol 
sa  Every  site  coutd  have  been  pitto 
against  every  other  site.  Now,  however 
the  sites  wiil  have  to  be  voted  upon  in  tb 
ordinary  way,  and  I  wish  the  Minister  no 
to  do  anything  which  will  prevent  ai 
amendment  being  moved  under  the  Stand 
ing  Orders — ^because  what  has  been  dcm 
hitherto  in  regard  to  balloting  has  beei 
under  a  suspension  of  the  Standing  Order 
— to  test  the  feeling  of  the  Committee  ii 
regard  to  the  sites.  I  do  not  wish  to  dt 
more  than  that.  But  I  should  not  be  doinj 
my  duty  to  the  States,  to  New  South  Wales 
or  to  Australia,  if  I  did  not  see  that  tha 
was  done. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey).- Could  w. 
not  simplify  matters  by  moving  the  inser 
tion  of  the  name  of  a  site  after  the  wort 
"  be  "  ?  For  instance,  I  might  move  tht 
insertion  of  the  words  "  at  Dalgety."  I 
would  be  open  to  any  honorable  member  ti 
move  an  amendment.  If  the  words  I  havi 
indicated  were  inserted,  and  others  wen 
struck  out,  the  clause  would  read —  ^ 

.  .  .  The  Seat  of  Goveniment  of  the  Common 
wealth  shall  be  (at  Dalgety,  or  any  other  nte  thj 
may  be  determined)  in  the  State  of  New  Soutl 
Wales. 

Then  the  next  clause  would  have  to  i< 
amended  by  the  omission  of  the  referenu 
to  the  area  mentioned  in  clause  2. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — My  proposal  wouI< 
meet  the  views  of  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  do  not  know  th.i 
it  would. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — The  honorable  mem 
ber  has  not  heard  it. 

Mr.  POYNTON.- 1  have  heard  one  pro 
posal,  with  reference  to  a  twenty-five  mile.-. 
radius,  which  would  include  Coolringdon 
and  that  would  not  suit  me.  I  shall  nil 
approve  of  any  site  which  would  have 
be  supplied  with  water  by  means  of  a  punij. 
ing  scheme.  We  kr»ow  that,  in  the  matii. 
of  water  supply,  Dalgety  possesses  a  grr.- 
advantage  over  all  the  other  sites. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — Not  over  all  the  oth<T< 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Yes,  it  does.  I  an 
quite  in  sympathy  with  the  attitude  assumr; 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Hume.  Ii 
two  of  the  -supporters  of  fais  proposal  h.i( 
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not  been  absent  the  results  might  have  been 
"Very  different. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — No,  they  woutd 
not.  Two  supporters  of  the  Dalgety  site, 
namely,  the  li^t  honorable  member  foe 
j^delaide,  and  the  hmcuaUe  member  loa 
Srisbane,  were  also  alaeiaA. 

Sir  WxLUABC  Ltne.  —  The  hcmorable 
member  for  Barrier  was  absmt,  and  that 
is  why  ^he  honorable  member  for  Brisbane 
stood  out. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  am  quite  sure  that 
no  honorable  members  wish  to  see  a  selec- 
tion made  by  means  of  a  catch  vote. 

Mr.  Reid.  —  Hear,  hear.  The  site 
selected  should  stand  against  every  other. 

Mr.  POYXTON.— Exactly.  '  I  trust 
that,  after  the  site  has  been  selected,  all 
honoraUe  members  will  assist  the  Go- 
verrunent  in  bringing  about  a  prac- 
tical result,  because  it  may  be  necessary 
for  all  of  us  to  make  a  stand  against  out- 
side influences  in  order  to  achieve  our 
object.  I  shall  wait  until  I  hear  what  the 
Minister  of  Home  Affairs  proposes.  If  I 
do  rK>t  approve  of  his  amendment.  I  shall 
propose  to  insert  the  words,  "  at  Dalgety" 
after  the  word  "  be." 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  objection  to 
the  amendment  suggested  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Grey  is  that  it  would  be  too 
rigid  altogether.  If  it  were  determined 
that  the  Seat  of  Govenunent  should  be  at 
DalgetT,  we  should  be  compelled  to  select 
a  site  within  the  boundaries  of  the  town- 
ship of  that  name.  I  am  suie  that  the 
honorable  member  does  not  wish  that.  The 
amendment  which  I  desire  to  submit  is 
upon  the  lines  of  the  suggestion  of  the 
honc»able  nsember  for  South  Sydney,  that 
the  Seat  of  Government  should  be  situated 
within  a  radius  of  seventeen  miles  fn»n 
the  town  of  Dalgety,  but  I  have  framed 
•  my  proposal  in  a  somewhat  different  form- 
As  the  Prime  Minister  has  pointed  out,  it 
would  be  better  not  to  create  a  blank,  but 
to  first  fix  upon  a  site,  and  then  to  after- 
vi-ards  strike  out  any  words  that  mav  be 
unnecessary.  Before  we  create  a  Wank, 
let  us  decide  what  we  intend  to  do.  I 
desire  to  withdraw  the  present  amendment, 
and  to  then  submit  a  proposal  to  insert 
after  the  word  "  within,"  the  words 
"  seventeen  miles  of." 

Mr.  Ckouch. — Why  not  specify  z  racfiua 
of  twenty-five  miles? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  do  not  care 
very  much  whether  we  adopt  a  seventeen 
or  a  twenty-five  mile  radius,  but  as  we  are 
to  fix  the  site  aiMl  not  the  territmy,  I  think 


that  the  Committee  should  give  the  Go- 
vernment a  clear  indication  of  the  localky 
in  which  they  desire  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment to  be,  and  not  leave  the  question  too 
open.  If  we  adopt  a  radius  of  seventeen 
miles  frtmi  any  given  point,  -we  shall  em- 
brace an  area  of  900  miles,  and  surely 
that  should  be  sufficiently  large  to  afford 
the'  Government  and  their  oflBcers  the 
necessary  latitude  in  choosing  a  site. 

Mr.  Spence. — Should  not  the  site  be  in 
the  centre  of  the  territory  ? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Not  necessarily. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  territory  could  after- 
wards be  so  shaped  as  to  insure  that  the 
Capital  should  be  in  the  coitre. 

Mi.  BATCHELOR.— Under  my  sug- 
gested amendment,  it  would  be  op»i  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Hume  to  propose 
some  site  other  than  Dalgety.  All  I  sug- 
gest at  present  is  that  the  words  "  seven- 
teen miles  of"  should  be  inserted  after 
the  word  "within."  Afterwards  Dalgety 
or  any  other  site  could  be  submitted. 

Sir  WiLUAic  Lyne.— My  only  chance 
would  be  to  move  an  amendment  upon  the 
first  site  proposed. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— It  would  be  open 
to  the  hcmorable  member  to  move  any 
amendment  he  chose.  What  he  desires 
to  obtain  is  a  straight  -  out  vote  for  or 
against  the  Tooma  site; 

Mr.  Reid.— No;  the  honorable  member 
for  Hume  wants  to  pit  the  Tooma  and 
Tumut  sites  against  the  Dalgety  site;  two 
against  one  would  not  be  fair 

Mr.  BATCHELOR— Everv  fair  op- 
portunity would  be  afforded  to  the  honor- 
able member  for  Hume  to  propose  a  site  in 
the  Southern  District.  He  could  propose 
his  site  before  anv  other  was  submitted  to 
the  Committee  I  shall  place  no  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  his  moving  an  amendment  before 
that  which  I  have  indicated. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (DarUng).— I  object  to 
the  reduction  of  the  radius  to  sevenleeii 
miles. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  only  question 
before  the  Committee  at  present  is  the  emis- 
sion of  cerlain  words  embodied  in  the 
amendment  which  the  Minister  of  Home 
Affairs  desires  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  SPENCE— I  cannot  see  any  rea- 
son for  the  fear  entertained  bv  some  hon- 
orable members  that  the  creati™  of  a  blank 
would  allow  of  an  unfair  advantage  bein? 
taken,  and  of  the  whole  question  beinj 
hung  up.  The  di.'jposition  of  the  Com- 
mittee  is  to  definitely  select  a  site,  and 
that  being  so,  it  will  make  no  difference 
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whether  we  create  a  blank  or  insert  ceitain 
words  in  the  first  instance.  I  do  not  see 
any  objection  to  the  form  of  the  amend- 
ment now  before  us.  I  hope  that  the  Min- 
ister will  not  propose  to  reduce  the  radius 
to  seventeen  miles,  because  our  object  in 
asking  for  an  area  of  900  square  miles  is 
to  prevent  persons  outside  the  Federal  ter- 
ritory from  deriving  the  advantage  of  'th-3 
unearned  increment  accruing  from  the  ex- 
penditure upon  the  Capital. 

Mr.  WILKINSON  (Moreton).— I  under- 
stood that  the  site  was  to  be  selected  by 
means  of  an  exhaustive  ballot,  but  that 
course  has  not  lieen  followed.  I  have  not 
had  an  opportunity  to  vote  for  any  other 
than  one  site  I  voted  for  Lyndhurst  on 
both  occasions,  but  if  I  were  offered  a  second 
choice  I  should  give  my  support  to  a  site  in 
the  Southern  District  as  against  either  of 
those  in  the  South-Eastern  District.  We 
are  determining  this  question  for  all  time, 
and  I  think  that  honorable  members  should 
be  afforded  an  opportunity  to  vote  straight- 
3ut  for  one  site  against  another.  I  admit 
that  the  Southern  District  was  rejected  upon 
the  ballot  taken  in  the  House,  but  that  was 
due  to  the  fact  that  several  honorable  mem- 
bers gave  the  western  site  their  first  pre- 
ference. 

Mr.  Page.— Which  site  does  the  honor- 
able member  now  prefer? 

Mr.  WILKINSON.— I  should  give  my 
support  to  the  Tooma  site. 

Mr.  Page. — The  honorable  member's 
choice  has  already  been  knocked  out. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.— Yes,  but  I  think 
that  an  opportunity  should  be  afforded  to 
myself  and  others  to  vote  in  favour  of  any 
site  which  we  prefer,  as  against  those  which 
are  embraced  in  the  South-Eastem  District. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable 
member  would  have  an  opportunity  of  do- 
ing as  he  desires  if  the  amendment  now  be- 
fore the  Committee  were  withdrawn.. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa). — I  cannot  under- 
stand the  attitude  assumed  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Hume.  He  has  been 
fairly  and  squarely  beaten,  and  I  do  not 
know  what  further  he  wants,  The  honor- 
able member  for  Moret<m  is  not  satisfied  be- 
cause the  Lyndhurst  site  has  not  been  se- 
lected, and  he  now  wishes  to  vote  for  a  site 
in  the  Southern  District.  Apparently,  *'  he 
dunno  where  'e  are."  If  honorable  mem 
bers  were  to  be  allowed  to  back  and  fill 
in  the  wav  suggested  there  would  be  no 
finalitv.  The  position  was  clearly  defined 
by  the  Speaker,  and  I  think  that  we  should 
proceed  to  make  a  definite  choice.  If 


Tooma  had  been  selected  we  should  ha^c 
heard  no  such  question  as  that  which  is  no« 
rdsed.  I  agree  with  the  right  h<HK>ral  - 
member  for  East  Sydney  that  we  have  hai 

a  good  square  "go"  in  connexion  with  th; 
balloting.  There  has  been  nolog-rolling,  ar.  ■ 
every  honorable  member  has  had  a  fair 
portunity  to  vote  for  the  site  he  preferTe.i 
I  am  pleased  to  notice  that  the  horiorab't 
member  for  Macquarie  is  sitting  back  smil- 
ing. 

Mr.  Reid. — He  has  made  a  good  n^-r.' 
and  has  not  turned  sour. 

Mr.  PAGE. — He  accepts  his  defeat  like 
a  man.  The  honorable  member  for  Hume 
wants  votes  to  be  taken  with  regard  to 
Tooma,  Tumut,  Tumberumba,  and  other 
sites,  and  will  not  be  satisfied  until  Dalgety 
has  been  rejected.  If  both  Houses  decide 
that  the  Capital  is  to  be  established  in  th? 
South-Eastern  District  we  shall  arrive  at 
finality,  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume  will  have  no  more  picnic  parties  to 
cart  around. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — ^That  is  a  mean 
thing  to  sav. 

Mr.  PAGE.— It  is  absolutely  true^ 
Sir  William  Lyne. — It  is  a  mean  sug- 
gestion- 
Mr.  PAGE. — The  honorable  member  had 
nothing  to  say  about  Tooma  last  year,  but 
strongly  advocated  the  claims  of  Tumut. 
This  year  the  Tooma  site  was  introduced, 
and  now  that  it  has  been  rejected,  the 
hcoiorable  member  wishes  to  secure  the 
defeat  of  the  fiombala  site.  If  be  is  1 
sportsman  he  should  take  his  defeat  like 
a  man. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  always  take  taj 

defeats  better  than   does  the  hommible 

member. 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  take  them  as  gracefully 
as  I  can.  I  can  do  no  more.  If  the  hon- 
orable member  can  accept  defeat  more 
philosophically  than  I  can,  that  is  his  gain 
and  my  loss.  He  reminds  me  of  the  little 
boy  playing  marbles,  who,  when  he  is  de- 
feated, exclaims :  "  Give  me  back  my 
marbles.  You  did  not  beat  me  fairly." 
His  acdon  is  equivaloit  to  a  regular  schod 
boy's  trick.  The  Southern  Moiuuo  dis- 
trict has  been  selected  bv  this  Ccnunittee. 
and  the  Bombala  area  has  been  chosen  by 
the  Senate.  Ccmsequently,  there  is  everv 
prospect  of  an  agreement  being  arrived 
at  between  the  two  Houses.  Let  us  shov 
that  we  are  tmen  by  respecting  the  vote 
which  has  been  arrived  at  upon  this  ques- 
tion. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawa 
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:Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir).— I  move- 
That  after  the  word  "  within,"  line  a,  the  fol- 
lowing  words  be  inserted — "  the  Southern  Dis- 
trict,  as  indicated  in  the  recent  ballot." 

I  submit  this  amendment  upon  the  same 
ground  that  has  been  taken  by  others  who 
have  addressed  themselves  to  the  question 
(luring  the  course  of  this  debate.  I  con- 
tend that  we  have  not  had  an  exhaustive 
vote  as  to  which  site  is  preferred  by  a 
majority  of  the  Committee.  Like  the 
honorable  member  for  Maranoa,  I  desire 
to  see  som^  finality  arrived  at,  and  I  move 
the  amendment  with  a  view  to  ascertain- 
ing whether  facnnorable  members  do  not  pre- 
fer the  Totxna  site  to  that  of  Dalgety. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney).— I  think  that 
the  honorable  member  is  perfectly  justified 
in  the  course  of  action  which  he  has 
adopted.  We  do  not  desire  to  shut  out  any 
honorable  member  who  advocates  a  particu- 
lar site  or  to  compel  him  to  submit  to  a 
legitimate  grievance.  The  amendment  sub- 
mitted will  give  the  advocates  of  the  Tocrnia 
site  a  strai^t  run  in  this  Committee.  At 
the  same  time  I  do  not  pledge  myself  to 
1-ote  for  it. 

Mr.  McCAY  (Corinella). — I  would  urge 
the  honorable  member  for  Gwydir  to  with- 
draw his  amendment.  Upon  the  first  bal- 
lot I  voted  for  the  selection  of  the  South- 
em  District,  but  when  my  choice  was  de- 
feated I  thought  that  the  matter  was  at  an 
end.  I  would  suggest  to  the  honorable 
member  that  he  would  adiieve  his  purpose 
more  satisfactorily  from  the  stand-point  of 
draftsmanship  and  of  practical  work,  by 
waiting  until  the  amendment  propo'sed  by 
the  Minister  for  Home  Affairs  has  been 
disposed  of.  The  hmorable  gentleman 
wishes  to  insert  after  the  word  "  within  " 
the  words  "seventeen  miles  of,"  and  I 
understand  that  subsequently  he  will  move 
to  insert  after  the  word  "of"  the  word 
"  Dalgety."  The  honorable  member  for 
Gwydir  will  then  be  afforded  an  opportu- 
nity of  proposing  by  way  of  amendment 
to  insert  before  "  Dalgety "  the  word 
"  Tooma."  The  adoptitm  of  that  course 
will  enable  the  Committee  to  reach  scune 
finality.  If  the  honorable  member  will 
agiee  to  mv  suggestion  I  shall  adhere  to 
mv  first  choice  and  vote  for  the  selection 
of  the  Tooma  site,  although  I  do  not  sup- 
pose for  a  moment  that  it  has  any  chance 
of  winning.  After  we  have  turned  our 
backs  upon  the  vagueness  represented  by 
districts,  and  have  set  our  eyes  upon  a  de- 
finite locality,  it  seems  to  me  very  undesir- 
able that  we  should  retrace  our  steps.  Per- 


sonally I  cannot  understand  how  any  honor- 
able member  can  object  to  the  course  pro- 
posed by  the  Government.  I  ask  the  honor- 
able member  to  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir).— I  must  ad- 
mit that  the  suggestion  of  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinella  is  a  tho- 
roughly practicable  and  reasonable  one,  and 
consequently  I  shall  accept  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Batchelor)  pro- 
posed— 

That  after  the  word  "  within,"  line  2,  the  fol- 
lowing words  be  inserted,  "seventeen  miles  of." 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling).— I  would  point 
out  that  the  next  clause  provides  that  the 
territory  shall  be  fixed  within  the  area 
specified  in  this  clause.  Consequently,  if 
we  dedde  that  it  shall  be  within  a  radius  of 
seventeen  miles  of  Dalgety,  our  whole  am  in 
seeking  to  sectire  a  territory  surrounding  th? 
site,  so  that -we  may  obtain  from  it  the  un- 
earned increment  for  the  use  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, will  be  defeated. 

Mr.  AtcLsAN.  —  The  Federal  territory 
has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  Seat  of 
Government. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— It  appears  to  me  that  it 
has. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^The  word  "  territory  " 
governs  the  entire  provision.  The  same 
thing  might  happen  if,  instead  of  fixing  a 
radius  of  seventeen  miles,  we  fixed  one  of 
1,000  miles. 

Mr.  SPENCE. —  I  presume,  then,  that 
after  the  site  of  the  Capital  has  been  se- 
lected we  shall  require  to  enact  legislation 
in  respect  of  the  territory  surrounding  it. 
If  that  be  so,  of  course  I  am  satisfied;  but 
it  appears  to  me  that  in  its  present  form 
the  Federal  territory  will  embrace  an 
area  within  a  radius  of  seventeen  miles  of 
Dalgety. 

Mr.  Reid. — Absolutely,  no.  The  two 
matters  are  quite  distinct. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  should  like  the  right 
honorable  member  to  explain  why  it  is  not 
so.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  a  greater 
radius  would  confer  a  greater  degree  of 
safety. 

Mr.  Reid. — We  are  now  fixing  the  site 
of  a  city  only. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Then  the  next  clause 
will  require  to  be  amended,  because  it  has 
no  meaning  in  relation  to  this  provision. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio).— I  do  not  under- 
stand why  a  radius  of  seventeen  miles  has 
been  decided  upon  by  the  Government.  As 
the  Minister  of  Home  Affairs  has  pointed 
out  that  the  radiu^|)ro^^^tJ.race 
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an  area  of  900  square  miles^  I  desire  to 
know  whether  the  territory  comprised  within 
that  area  has  any  relation  to  the  900  square 
miles  mentioned  in  Glau»  3  ? 

Mr.  Batchelor. — None  at  all. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  shall  vote  for  the 
amendment,  upon  the  understanding  that  I 
do  not  subsequently  limit  myself  to  that 
territory.  My  desire  is  that  the  Common- 
wealth shall  possess  a  port  of  its  own.  It 
was  for  that  reason  that  I  voted  for  Dal- 
gety. 

Ameidment  agreed  ta 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir).— I  move— 

Tbat  after  the  word  "of,"  in  tbe  words  in* 

sertcd,  the  word  "Welarcgang  "  be  inserted. 

I  do  so  because  of  the  alteration  whidi  has 
been  made  in  the  radius  within  which  the 
Seat  of  Government  shall  be  selected.  It 
has  now  been  fixed  at  seventeen  miles. 
The  Tooma  and  Welaregang  sites 
are  identical.  The  former  name  has 
been  used  by  honorable  members  during 
this  debate,  merely  becattse  it  is  that  of  the 
township  adjacent  to  the  site,  and  is  better 
knoivn  to  honorable  members  because  it  is 
the  terminal  point  of  the  visits  which  the\' 
paid  to  that  district.  I  hold  that  a  serious 
injustice  wilt  be  done,  not  only  to  the 
people  of  to-day,  but  to  those  of  the  future, 
if  we  do  not  select  the  site  which  is  su- 
perior, on  account  of  its  situation.  In 
spite  of  all  the  reports  whrch  have  been 
submitted  for  our  consideraticm — and  I 
have  read  them  very  carefully — I  claim 
that  the  Welaregang  site,  or  one  within  a 
radius  of  seventeen  miles  of  it,  would  af- 
ford a  unique  positim  for  the  Federal 
Capital.  In  discussing  tbe  relative  merits 
of  the  Tooma  and  Dalgety  sites.  I  need  not 
recapitulate  the  statements  which  I  made 
upon  a  previous  occasion.  The  climatic 
conditions  obtaining  at  the  two  places  con- 
stitute a  most  n^aterial  difference  between 
them.  Moreover,  the  land  adjacent  to  th*; 
Welaregang  site  is  of  better  quality,  and 
consequently  far  more  productive  than  is 
that  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dalgety. 
These  two  factors  have  weighed  very 
strongly  with  me  in  inducing  me  to  con- 
clude that  the  former  site  is  preferable  to 
the  latter.  Some  honorable  members 
affirm  that  the  Commonwealth  should  pos- 
sess a  port  of  its  own.  If  it  be  possible 
for  us  to  secure  a  port — and  I  believe  it  is 
very  improbable  that  we  can  obtain  a 
port  in  connexion  with  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment in  the  Southern  Monaro  district — I 
hold  that  no  honorable  member  can  express 
a  definite  opinion  as  to  the  expenditure 


which  will  be  required  to  estaNish  it,  a: 
to  construct  a  railway  to  it.  In  my  jud 
ment,  the  possession  of  a  \iatt  is  not  m  < 
sential  to  the  Seat  of  Government  as  soi 
honorab'e  members  apjwar  to  think.  I  I 
lieve  that  its  possession  would  render  t 
Capital  more  easy  of  attack  than  it  wou 
otherwise  be. 

Mr.    Sydney   Smith. — Wherealx>uts 
Tooma  is  there  a  port  ? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  am  not  speaking 
a  port  at  Tooma.   The  honorable  memfc 
has  a  habit  of  misoonstniing  the  remarks 
others- 
Mr.  Sydney  Skith. — I  merely  put  I 
question  to  the  honoraUe  member ;  th< 
was  a  possibility  of  misunderstanding. 

Mr.    WEBSTER.— If    the  honorai 
member  were  speaking   there  would 
a  still  greater  possibility  of  misapprehf 
sion. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Are  we  to  ha 

another  general  discussion? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  intend  to  expn 
my  opinions  with  regard  to  the  relati 
merits  of  Tooma  and  Dalgety,  and,  if  I 
opportunity  offers,  to  vote  for  the  beti 
of  those  sites.  If  the  Federal  Capi; 
were  cotmected  by  railway  with  a  pe 
close  at  hand,  which  would  be  open  to  1 
tack  by  an  enemy,  it  would  be  exposed 
great  danger — to  a  danger  which  wou 
not  exist  if  the  Capital  were  situate 
Welaregang.  I  trust  that  a  realizaticm 
the  danger  of  having  a  port  close  at  ha 
will  deter  honorable  members  from  sele 
ing  Dalgety  as  against  Tooma.  It 
also  iihportant  that  consideration  shou 
be  given  to  the  climatic  conditions  of  t 
several  sites.  I  have  made  inquiries  fn 
relatives  and  others  who  have  lived  in  t 
Monaro  district,  and  have  been  inform 
by  them  that  the  weather  there  is  intenst 
cold,  and  that  the  winds  are  almost  pei 
trating  in  their  keenness.  Surely  hi; 
orable  members  are  not  anxions  to  sel( 
a  site  at  which  they  could  not  reasonal 
reside  for  several  months  in  the  ye. 
That  would  be  the  position  if  the  Capi' 
were  established  at  Dalgety.  At  Toim 
however,  the  climate,  in  both  summer  a 
winter,  is  ideal,  and,  so  far  as  I  a 
aware,  is  unequalled  by  that  of  any  otr 
part  of  (Australia.  I  trust  that  hnni 
able  members  will  recognise  that  we  ha 
to  consider  not  our  own  personal  cor 
fort,  but  the  desirableness  of  selecting 
site  which  will  cause  the  Capital  to 
attractive  to  tourists  and  others.  If  ( 
Capital  were  situated  in  a  picturesque  sp 
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naay  penoos  would  be  induced  to  visit 
t     from    time    to    time,    and    in  that 
A'ay    we  should  secure  an  increased  rail- 
vay  revenue  which  would  assist  in  the  pay- 
nent  of  interest  on  the  cost  of  the  railway 
:o  the  Capital,  or  on  the  cost  of  the  estab- 
Lishment  of  the  Federal  city  itself.  Tooma 
has  a  water  supply,  which,  in  its  volume, 
purity,  and  permanency,  is  equal,  to  that 
of  £>algetj,  and  it  has  so  many  other  essen- 
tial elements  that  I  feel  that  I  am  doing 
xny  duty  to  the  State  from  which  I  come 
in  recommending  that  it  be  selected.    I  do 
not  wish  to  labour  this  question,  because 
I  have  already  dealt  fully  with  the  Tooma 
site,  but  I  submit  the  amendment  in  order 
that  the  Committee  may  have  an  oppor- 
tur4ity  to  arrive  at  a  decision  that  will  be 
in  the  best  interests  of  all. 

Mr.  Crouch. — I  desire  to  know,  Mr. 
Chairman,  whether  the  amendment  is  in 
Older,  as  I  understand  that  the  Welare- 
gang  site  is  not  within  the  South-Eastern 
District,  which  the  House  has  selected  by 
ballot.  If  honorable  members  turn  to  the 
resoluticMi  passed  on  the  37th  ultimo,  de- 
termining the  method  of  seiecticm,  they  will 
find  that  it  provides  that — 

.  A  farther  ballot  shi.U  then  be  taken  on 
the  names  of  the  remaining  sites,  and  the  name 
of  the  site  receiving  the  majority  of  votes  shall 
be  reponed  to  the'  House  by  the  Speaker,  and 
such  site  shall  be  deemed  to  be  tbe  ute  prefeTred 
by  tumoraUe  meodMxs.  .  .  Hie  House  shall 
thereupon  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  oa  the  Bill. 

The  Standing  Orders  were  suspended,  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  we  can  work  <Hily  within 
the  authoritv  of  the  House,  and  that  the 
resolution  as  to  the  method  of  procedure 
is  binding. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^On  the  point  of 
order  I  submit  that  the  taking  of  the  ballot 
has  been  practically  a  mere  waste  of  time. 
That  ballot  had  no  necessary  reference  to 
the  Bill,  and  there  is  nothing  in  the  resolu- 
tion to  which  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  has  referred  which  relates  to  the 
measure  now  before  ns.  It  is  open  to 
the  Committee  to  reverse  all  that  we  have 
done  by  the  process  of  ttie  ball<*.  The 
ballot  did  not  take  place  in  the  House,  and 
does  not  Hnd  us  in  any  way.  A  certain 
metbod  of  procedure  was  adopted,  purely 
for  the  convenience  of  honorable  members, 
and  the  Committee  is  not  bound  or  limited 
bv  it  in  any  way. 

'  The  CHAIRMAN.— The  point  of  order 
raised  is  that  the  Committee  is  bound  by 
the  result  of  the  ballot.  I  would  point 
out  to  the  honorable  and  learned  offimber 


that  the  Committee  has  no  official  oogziiz- 
ance  of  a  haXXot,  and  that  we  are  dealing 
with  the  Bill  now  before  us  in  the  ordinary 
way.  As  the  honorable  member  for  Par- 
ramatta  has  said,  the  Standing  Orders 
were  suspended  for  the  convenience  of 
honorable  members,  and  to  conserve  the 
time  of  the  House.  It  will  be  competent 
for  an  honorable  member  to  move  any 
amendment,  either  on  this  clause  or  any 
other  clause  of  the  Bill,  provided  that  it  is 
in  accordance  with  the  Standing  Orders. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh).— It 
is  remarkable  that,  with  only  one  exception, 
every  honorable  member  who  inspected  the 
Tooma  site  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
was  the  best  that  could  be  selected.  Be- 
fore visiting  Dalgety,  I  was  greatly  im- 
pressed by  what  I  had  read  and  heard  of 
its  suitability,  and  remarked  that  if  it  came 
up  to  my  expectations,  it  would  assuredly 
receive  my  vote.  I  visited  the  district, 
and  my  expectations  with  but  one  excep- 
tion were  realized,  the  exception  being  in 
regard  to  the  value  of  the  soil-  I  should 
have  been  disappointed  had  I  voted  for 
Dalgety  without  visiting  Tooma,  and  I  feel 
sure  that  if  honorable  members  had  in- 
spected both  Dalgety  and  Tooma,  as  I  did, 
the  last  named  district  would  have  secured- 
an  exceedingly  large  majority. 

Mr.  CoNROY. — Would  not  the  selection 
of  Tooma  be  somewhat  out  of  keeping  with 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Certainly  not 
It  would  be  within  both  the  letter 
and  the  spirit  of  tht  Constitution. 
The  Constitution   empowers   us  to  select 

the  best  site  in  New  South  Wales, 
provided  that  it  be  not  less  than  100  miles 
distant  from  Sydney ;  and,  therefore,  we 
should  not  violate  its  spirit  by  voting  for 
any  site  in  tiie  Tumut  district. 

Mr.  CoNROY. — ^Why  was  it  agreed  that, 
pending  the  establishment  of  the  Capital, 
the  Parliament  should  sit  in  Melbourne  ? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— That  compact  was 
entered  info  by  the  representatives  of  New 
South  Wales  and  Victoria,  and  seemed  at 
the  time  to  be  satisfactory  to  both  parties. 
It  was  a  bargain,  and,  to  my  mind,  New 
South  Wales  is  likely  in  the  end  to  have  the 
best  of  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook, — Not  if  Tooma  be 

selected. 

Mr.  H  UTCHTSON.— The  honorable 
member  seems  to  desire  to  secure  for  New 
South  Wales  the  whole  of^he  advantages 
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accruing  fijom  the  establishment  of  the 
Capital  i  his  one  fear  appears  to  be  that 
some  advantage  may  accrue  to  Victoria. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — No;  we  merely  ask 
for  some  little  advantage  for  New  South 
Wales, 

Mr.  Reid. — Dalgety  is  far  enough  away 
from  Sydney. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— It  is  also  so  far 
away  from  Victoria  as  to  render  it  impos- 
sible for  that  State  to  secure  any  benefit 
from  the  establishment  of  the  Capital 
there.  The  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta  is  adopting  a  very  narrow  view  of 
this  questicm;  he  will  be  quite  satisfied  as 
long  as  the  whole  of  the  advantages  go  to 
Sydney. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  have  not  said 
anything  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— If  the  Capital  be 
established  in  the  Tooma  district,  New 
South  Wales  will  certainly  secure  the 
greater  advantage.  Had  it  not  been  con- 
sidered that  the  Capital  would  be  an  ad- 
vantage to  the  State  in  which  it  was  estab- 
lished, the  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney  would  have  fought  just  as 
valiantly  for  its  establishment  in  some 
other  State,  as  he  did  for  the  insertion  of 
the  clause  in  the  Constitution  providing 
that  it  should  be  located  in  New  South 
Wales. 

Mr.  Reid. — Why  this  attack  on  me? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  give  the  right 
honorable  member  the  fullest  credit  for 
having  made  an  excellent  bargain  for  the 
State  which  he  represents — a  bargain  in 
which  the  State  from  which  I  come  will 
not  be  able  to  participate.  The  establish- 
■  ment  of  the  Capita!  in  New  South  Wales 
will  be  a  great  disadvantage  to  South  Aus- 
tralia. At  present  the  representatives  of 
that  State  may  attend  the  sittings  of  the 
Parliament  in  Melbourne,  and  at  the  same 
time  give  some  attention  to  the  businesses  in 
which  they  are  engaged ;  but  when  the 
Capital  is  established  in  New  South  Wales 
they  will  not  be  able  to  conduct  any  pri- 
vate business ;  they  will  have  to  remain  at 
the  Capital  during  the  whole  of  each 
session. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^They  will  be  very  desirable 
colonists. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— And  I_  admit  that 
New  South  Wales  is  a  very  desirable  State 
for  colonists ;  but  I  wish  to  secure  the 
selection  of  the  most  eligible  site  in  which 
to  reside. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^A  burial  ground. 


Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  have  only 
say  in  reply  to  the  right -honorable  men 
that  I  did  not  see  a  cemetery  in  the  To' 
district. 

Mr.  CoNROY. — Because  the  place  is 

inhabited. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  begin  to  tl 
that  the  sooner  it  is  inhabited  the  bei 
I  am  willing  and  anxious  to  see  a  1: 
population  settled  at  the  earliest  mou 
in  that  district.  It  is  a  much  more  dc 
able  district  than  that  of  Dalgety. 
deplore  the  spirit  evinced  by  some  of 
representatives  of  New  South  Wales, 
show  that  their  one  great  fear  is.  that  ' 
toria  may  derive  some  advantage  from 
selection  of  a  certain  site. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — So  far  there 
been  no  such  suggestion. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  sug-esi 
may  not  have  been  actually  made,  but 
tions  speiak  louder  than  words ;  in 
instance  they  hafve  spoken  mueh  lev 
than  words. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — There  need  le 
advantage  to  either  State. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I    speak  as 
looker-on.     I  am  quite  satisfied  with 
bargain  which  has  been  made  with  ? 
South  Wales — the  mother  State— that 
shall   have   the   Federal   territory  wi 
her  borders.      We  are  not  going  to  t 
the  Federal  Capital  away  from  her.  P 
having  the  Federal  Capital  within 
territory,  New  South  Wales  would 
tainly  derive  advantages. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^That  is  _£reci: 
what  is  proposed  to  be  done — we  are  tal 
it  away. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  call  atten 
to  the  statement  of  the  honorable  men 
for  Farramatta  that  we  are  going  to  1 
the  Capital  away-  from  New  South  Ws 
Away  to  where? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — We  are  going 
place   a   portion  of   her  territory  ur 
Federal  control  and  ownership- 
Mr.  HUTCHISON.— We  are  going 
have  Federal  control  over  a  very  si 
part  of  New  South  Wales,  and  that 
lead  to  very  great  advantages  to  that  St 
In  my  opinion,  Victoria  would  not  1; 
been  a  party  to  the  Federal  compact  i 
had  not  been  that  her  people  saw  i 
there  was  going  to  be  a  very  great  adi 
tage  to  this  State  through  the  Seat  of 
vemment  being  fixed  in  Melbourne  fo 
considerable  time. 
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Mr.  Robinson. — There  would  have 
been  exactly  the  same  majority  for  the 
Constitution  if  the  Seat  of  Goremment  had 
been  fixed  at  Brisbane. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  doubt  that 
statement  very  much.  I  doubt  whether 
Victoria  would  have  been  a  party  to  the 
Federal  compact  if  it  had  not  beoa  seen 
that  a  considerable  advantage  would  be 
derived  by  this  State  from  the  Federal 
Parliament  meeting  in  Melbourne.  I  be- 
lieve that  every  honorable  member,  repre- 
senting Victoria,  will  admit  that  there  has 
been  a  considerable  advantage  in  that 
direction. 

Mr.  CoNROY. — How  does  that  affect  the 
question  before  us  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order  I  I  draw 
the  attention  of  the  hcsiorable  and  learned 
member  for  Werriwa  to  the  fact  that  the 
front  seat  on  the  right  of  the  Chairman 
is  reserved  for  Ministers. 

Mr.  HUTiCHISON.— I  am  in  favour  of 
the  best  district  b^g  selected.  We  have 
heard  the  praises  of  another  district  sung 
by  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 

Sydney  

Mr.  Reid. — We  are  beaten,  and  we  ac- 
knowledge it. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.  —  I  believe  that 
all  the  right  honorable  member  said  of  the 
other  district  was  thoroughly  justified.  But 
I  should  have  been  very  glad  if  he  had 
been  able  to  pay  a  visit  to  Tooma. 

XIr.  Reid. — I  should  have  done  so,  if 
beauty  of  scenery  had  been  in  my  mind  a 
cluef  factor.  I  admit  that  it  is  a  beau- 
tiful place. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.  —  I  thoroughly 
agree  that  it  is  a  most  beautiful  place. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  objected  to  it  on  account 
of  its  want  of  accessibilitv. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— No  matter  where 
we  fix  the  Federal  Capital,  it  is  going  to 
be  made  accessible  at  the  earliest  moment. 
Any  part  of  New  South  Wales  in  which 
we  choose  to  fix  the  Capital  will  be  made 
accessible  at  once. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — By  whom? 
Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  shall  be  sorry 
if  that  State  is  so  short-sighted  as 
not  to  provide  access  to  the  Capital.  In 
that  case  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Com- 
monwealth Parliament  to  see  that  access  is 
at  once  provided.  I  am  quite  satisfied 
that  that  will  be  done.  The  question  of 
accessibility  is  the  very  one  that  weighs 
with  me  in  deciding  that  the  best  district 
in  which  to  have  the  Federal  Capital  is 
the  Tooma  district.  The  country  is  as 
fine  as  any  in  New  South  Wales.     It  is 


so  good,  indeed,  that  it  is  only  a  matter 
of  time  when  there  must  be  a  large  increase 
of  population,  and  when  New  South  Wales 
would  make  it  accessible  to  settlers, 
whether  the  Capital  were  fixed  there  or 
not.  I  am  quite  sure  that  that  State  will 
derive  a  very  hands(»ne  return  from  the 
railway  that  she  constructs  to  that  district 
Of  course,  New  South  Wales  possesses  so 
much  fine  territory  that  I  can  thoroughly 
understand  that  she  caimot  build  railways 
to  every  part  of  the  State.  But  I  repeat 
that  the  consideration  of  accessibility  need 
not  weigh  with  honorable  members.  To  my 
mind,  Tooma  is  just  as  accessible  as  Dal- 
gety.  As  far  as  railways  are  concerned,  it 
is  not  so  accessible  as  Lyndhurstj  and  the 
very  fact  that  Lyndhurst,  being  so  acces- 
sible, has  made  so  little  progress,  does  not 
say  much  in  favour  of  our'dxx»ing  a  site 
in  that  district.  At  any  rate,  I  am  very 
pleased  that  we  shall  have  cme  more  oppor- 
tunity, if  not  two,  to  obtain  an  expression  of 
opinion  from  honorable  members  in  regard 
to  fixing  the  Federal  Capital  in  the  Tooma 
district. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth).— I  am  rather 
surprised  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Gwydir  should  have  moved  this  amend- 
ment, because,  some  few  weeks  ago,  he  advo- 
cated first  choosing  an  area,  and  then  pro- 
ceeding with  the  selection  of  a  site  within 
that  area. 

Mr.   Webster. — I   am   still   of  that 

opinion, 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  hope  so,  because  on 
turning  to  Hansard,  page  3598,  I  find  that 
while  the  Prime  Minister  was  speaking,  the 
honorable  member  made  a  significant  inter- 
jection. The  Prime  Minister  was  saying — 

The  area  within  the  fifty-miles'  radius  of  a 
given  point  seems  to  be  an  enormous  one  to  select 
as  a  site  for  the  Federal  Capital — 

when  the  honorable  member  for  Gwydir  in- 
terjected— 

The  site  for  the  Capital  would  be  selected 
within  that  area. 

The  honorable  member  was  not  an  irrespon- 
sible interjector.  As  the  mover  of  the  mo- 
tion then  being  discussed,  he  interjected 
with  a  knowledge  of  what  the  result  of  it 
would  be.  We  have  just  chosen  a  site  in  the 
South-Eastem  District,  and  the  honorable 
member  is  not  pleased.  Surely  Tooma  can 
hardly  be  said  to  be  within  the  South- 
Eastem  District.  Yet  the  honorable  member 
moves  an  amendment  in  favour  of  thaf  site, 
although  its  selection  would  undo  the  whole 
of  the  work  which  we  have  just  done. 
For  that  reason  I  am  st^^l^f^f prised 
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that  he  should  have  submitted  this  pro- 
posal. I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  the 
question  of  the  relative  merits  of  the  sites. 
We  have  discussed  that  matter  almost  ad 
nauseam.  Nor  do  I  propose  to  follow  the 
honorable  member  for  Hindmarsh  in  his 
highly  poetical  panegyric  with  respect  to 
the  qualities  of  the  almost  uninhabited  re- 
gion that  surrounds  Welaregang. 

Mr.  Webster. — Has  the  h(»orable  mem- 
ber seen  Welaregang? 

Mr.  KELI.Y.— No,  but  I  should  cer- 
tainly have  taken  advantage  of  the  very 
generous  offer  that  was  made  to  me  to 
induce  me  to  visit  the  site,  except  that, 
not  feeling  in  the  best  of  health,  I  feared 
that  it  might  be  fatal  to  me  to  visit  such 
an  inhospitable  region.  I  do  not  propose  to 
enter  into  the  questi<m  of  the  relative  merits 
of  sites.  I  merely  rose  to  point  out  that 
the  htmorable  memba  for  Gwydir  seems  to 
have  reversed  his  former  attitude.  I  think 
that  the  action  of  the  Government  is  per- 
fectly COTiect.  We  have  reached  the  stage 
when  we  should  deal  mth  particular  sites 
within  the  area  the  House  has  just  chosen. 
We  are  dealing  with  them  now  in  the  best 
way.  But  I  hope  that  we  shall  do  nothing 
to  stultify  ourselves,  by  putting  the  ques- 
tion back  to  its  position  of  two  years  ago. 

Mr.  ISAACS  (Indi).— I  think  that  if 
the  matter  of  the  selection  of  the  Capital 
Site  were  determined  on  its  merits,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  proposal  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Gwydir  would  be 
accepted.  If  we  looked  at  this  question, 
not  from  a  provincial  stand-point,  but  from 
a  national  stand-point  —  and  that  is  the 
aspect  in  wiiich  we  should  regard  it — I 
believe  we  should  ha^■e  no  hesitation  in 
selecting  a  site  in  the  locality  indicated  in 
the  amendment.  It  is  strictly  within  the 
Constitution.  It  is  not  only  literally  within 
the  Constitution,  but  it  is  within  the  spirit 
of  it  also,  as  being  within  New  South 
Wales,  but  not  within  loo  miles  of  Syd- 
ney. I  believe  that  if  the  natural  advan- 
tages and  the  prospective  advantages  to 
the  Federation  from  the  selection  of  that 
site  were  taken  into  consideration,  it  would 
be  looked  upcxi  by  honorable  members  in 
this  House,  and  by  the  members  of  an- 
other Chamber,  as  the  one  most  suitable 
to  contain  the  Federal  Capital  of  Australia, 
It  is  upon  the  great  Australian  river.  It 
is  within  a  district  that  is  practically  un- 
limited in  point  of  its  capacity  for  growth. 
I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  a  single  re- 
quirement of  a  great  national  Capital 
which  cannot  be  obtained  near  Welaregang 


or  Tooma.  It  is  of  easy  access,  not  on 
to  New  South  W;Ues,  being  on  a  gn 
trunk  line  of  railway ;  but  is  equally  tz 
of  access  to  Victoria  and  to  South  Ai 
I  tralia.  I  do  not  believe  that  if  we  wc 
to  estimate  tbe  relative  advantages  of  Da 
gety,  and  compare  them  with  those  \ 
Tooma.  or  Welaregang,  there  would  be  ai 
hesitation  whatever  in  choosing  the  lati 
site.  Because  what  would  the  selectj 
of  Dalgety  or  Bomt^a  mean  to  the  V| 
torians  and  South  Australians?  It  woti 
mean  a  tremendous  journey;  we  sboti 
have  to  go  to  Cooma,  and  then  come  baf 
The  distance,  as  it  appears  upon  t 
map,  is  not  at  all  indicative  of  i 
actual  distance  that  has  to  be  travell 
from  the  Southern  States.  Tliere  is  r 
thing  in  the  interjections  we  have  hea] 
that  we  shall  be  infringing  the  spirit 
the  Constitution  in  choosii^  this  site, 
we  do  choose  it.  There  is  nothing  in  t 
objection  that  we  shall  be  favouring  V 
toria  or  any  other  State.  And  though 
seems  almost  hopeless  to  e^iect  it  at  U 
stage.  I  feel  that  we  should  be  doing  ri^ 
not  only  to  this  State,  but  to  the  w£ 
Continent,  if  we  were  to  choose  the  Fe( 
ral  Capital  in  the  district  now  indicatt 
I  cannot  help  expressing  my  surprise  tli 
so  many  Victorian  members  should  difl 
from  me  in  the  view  which  they  take  up 
this  subject.  I  believe  that  from 
stand-point  we  ought  to  select  Welaregai 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE  (Hume).— I  i 
not  intend  to  allow  this  matter  to  go  tc) 
vote'  without  saying  a  few  words  in  rega 
to  some  of  the  remarks  which  have  hi 
made.  I  would  allude  espedally  to  an  ( 
servation  made,  I  thi^,  by  the  honora] 
member  for  Wentworth  as  to  the  distance: 
Welaregang  from  Sydney.  I  think  I  a' 
heard  the  right  honorable  member  for  Ei 
Sydney  make  some  such  reference.  Firsti 
all,  I  want  to  make  it  clear  that  New  Sou 
Wales  has  practically  decided  to  build! 
railway  to  this  very  spot  I 

Mr.  Kelly. — Practically  decided? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes ;  and  ti 
line  is  to  be  built,  not  in  the  interests 
Victoria,  but  of  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Has  the  line  from  Turi 
to  Welaregang  been  even  surveyed  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes  ;  it  halh^ 
reported  upon,  and  carefully  examin 
up  to  what  is  called  Yarra  Ga 
which  is  the  highest  point  before  reachi; 
the  proposed  Capital  Site.  The  object 
building  that  line  is  to  tap  this  \eix  A 
trict,  mainly  in  the  interests  (rf  the  tra 
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of  New  South  Wales.  Of  course,  there  is  a 
clouble  reason,  to  coonect  the  head  of  the 
N£urray — the  river  which  is  the  main  artery 
Tare  ha\^  in  Australia — with  the  lower  dry 
plains,  with  a  view  to  convey  stock  back- 
wards and  forwards,  and  to  secure  the  Up- 
I3er  ^lunay  trade.  What  is  that  trade  now  ? 
Wheie  does  it  go  to?  Practically  the  whole 
of  the  bnsineaa  at  present  is  done  with  Mel- 
lx>unie. 

Mr.  Kelly. — What  is  the  value  of  that 
trade? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— It  is  very 
heavy.  I  think  the  honorable  member  for 
Gippsland  has  some  idea  of  its  value.  There 
are  three  districts,  which  mainly  supply 
the  Melbourne  market  with  meat,  namely, 
the  Upper  Murray,  Gippsland,  and  the 
Western  District  of  Victoria. 

Mr.  McLean. — The  honorable  member 
should  have  mentioned  Gippsland  first ;  it 
is  a  long  wav  ahead. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Probably  the 
honorable  member  is  right,  though  I  ^ould 
ha\*e  thought  that  the  Western  District 
came  first.  Klost  o£  the  stock,  and  per- 
haps the  best  stock,  they  get  come  from  the 
Upper  Murray.  It  was  to  a  large  extent 
to  retain  part  of  that  trade  for  the  State 
that  the  Government  of  New  South  Wales 
commenced  a  railway,  which  will  be  ex- 
tended right  into  the  very  hean  of  the 
country  where  this  site  is. 

ilr.  Joseph  Cook. — Wheie  are  these 
facts  to  be  found? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— They  will  be 
found  by  reference  to  the  records  of  the 
Public  Works  Department,  in  Sydney. 
Mr.  KxLLY. — In  pigeon-holes  there. 
Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No.  Honor- 
able members  speak  about  this  site  in  a 
manner  whidi  betrays  their  absolute  igno- 
rance of  the  whole  matter.  I  do  not  think 
that  they  knew  sufficient  of  the  geography 
of  Australia  befwe  the  site  was  mentioned 
here  to  be  aware  of  its  odstence,  which 
does  not  say  much  for  their  mtelHgence,  or 
their  interest  m  the  State  which  they  repre- 
seit.  This  particular  site,  if  selected,  would 
shortly  be  much  nearer  to  Sydney  than  it 
would  be,  even  if  connected  by  the  railway 
of  which  I  have  spoken,  because  an  eiten- 
sion  of  the  Ttimut  line,  which  will  not  be 
a  very  expensive  affair,  will  give  it  direct 
communication  with  the  metropolis. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Mr.  Surv^or  Chesterman 
sars  that  he  cannot  be  sure  that  the  zoute 
is  a  {»acticable  ooe- 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  need  not  worry  about  that. 


Mr.  Kelly. — Mr.  Surveytw  Chesterman's 
report  is  the  only  official  report  which  we 
have. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— And  some  hon- 
c»able  members  appear  not  to  wish  for  any 
other  information.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber tried  to  burke  further  inquiry  in  re- 
ference to  this  places  He  told  us  to- 
night that  he  was  afraid  to  visit  it, 
because  of  its  extreme  climate,  but  the 
climate,  compared  with  that  of  ftlelboume 
in  winter  time,  is  very  mild.  This  site  is 
at  the  head  waters  of  the  only  river  in  Aus- 
tralia  wwthy  of  the  name,  and  the  future 
large  w(»ks  which  will  be  necessary  for 
the  conservation  of  water  for  irrigation  in 
New  South  Wales  and  Victoria,  and  to 
keep  the  stream  navigable,  as  required  by 
South  Australia,  will  have  to  be  made  in 
that  part  of  the  country.  It  is,  moreover, 
the  beauty  spot  of  Australia.  I  think  I 
have  very  great  cause  to  complain  of  the 
action  of  the  late  Minister  of  Home  Affairs 
—the  right  honorable  mendwt  for  Smii-« 
in  reference  to  the  site,  because  I  feel  that 
he  has  done  a  great  injustice  to  it. 

Sir  John  Foreest. — I  have  never  been 
there. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  right  hon- 
orable member  would  not  go.  He  would 
not  go  when  asked  specially,  or  when  other 
members  went,  nor  would  he  go  previously. 
Yet  he  complains  that  we  have  not  sufficient 
information  about  the  place.  He  did  not 
wish  to  see  it,  because  his  mind  had  been 
made  up  long  ago,  for  other  reasons.  That 
is  the  real  truth,  and  it  is  just  as  well 
that  honorable  members  should  know  it. 

Sir   John  Forsest. — Until  recently  I 
had  not  heard  of  the  site- 
Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  heard  of  it  through  me  a  year 
ago. 

Mr.  Carpenter. — It  was  referred  to  in 
this  chamber  last  year,  as  Hansard 
shows. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes;  I  spoke 
of  it  last  year. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — But  the  hon- 
orable member  himself  was  Minister  of 
Home  Affairs  then. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes.  and  I 
have  stated  times  without  number  that, 
amongst  other  reasons,  I  did  not  bring  it 
forward  because  I  thought  that  the  people 
of  Sydney  would  consider  it  too  far  south. 
It  is  not,  however,  so  far  south  as  the 
Dalgety  site,  nor  is  it  so  inaccessible.  It 
compares  more  than  favorably  with  that 
site,  both  in  regard   to   accessibility,  to 
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climate,  scenery,  and  country.  The  Co- 
vemment  of  New  South  Wales  have  of 
their  own  accord  commenced  to  build  a 
railway  to  the  Upper  Murray.  It  is  fif- 
teen years  since  the  railway  to  Cooma  was 
made,  but  there  has  not  been  enough  good 
land  discovered  in  the  Dalgefy  district  to 
warrant  the  extension  of  the  line  from 
Cooma  to  Dalgety.  That  is  the  difference 
between  the  two  districts.  One  is  a  poor, 
stand-still  district,  while  the  other  is  rich 
and  progressing.  I  feel  that  the  Upper 
Murray  site  is  not  receiving  justice  at  the 
hands  of  honorable  members,  largely  be- 
cause of  the  action  of  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Is  the  Germanttm 
line  paving? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  has  not  been 
open  very  long,  so  that  it  is  difficult  to  say. 
But  it  has  opened  up  an  immense  area  of 
good  wheat-growing  country,  which  pre- 
viously could  not  be  cultivated,  because  of 
its  remoteness  from  the  railway.  It  did 
not  pay  to  cart  wheat  from  the  district  to 
the  only  line  then  existing.  Since  the 
GermantcHi  line  has  been  made,  however, 
a  great  area  of  land  has  been  converted 
into  wheat  paddocks,  and  a  very  large 
quantity  of  wheat  was  sent  from  German- 
ton  last  year.  As  the  line  is  taken  up 
the  valley  of  the  Little  Billabong  Creek, 
through  the  Yarra  Yarta  property,  and 
then  on  through  the  very  rich  valley  which 
I  have  described,  every  foot  of  the  land 
through  which  it  passes'  will  be  put  under 
cultivation.  I  question,  however,  whether, 
if  the  railway  were  extended  to  Dalgety 
there  would  be  any  great  increase  In  culti- 
vation. .  Mr.  Russell's  tables  show  that 
the  valley  between  the  Kiandra  Range  and 
the  range  which  falls  to  the  coast  is  the 
driest  valley  on  the  high  table-lands  in  the 
State,  and  one  of  the  driest  and  least  pro- 
ductive in  Australia.  I  refer  to  these  facts 
because  I  feel  that  honorable  members  do 
not  know  what  they  are  doing  in  the  action 
which  they  are  taking.  It  is  absurd  to  say 
that  it  is  a  long  distance  from  Sydney  to 
the  Upper  Murray  site,  because  the  dis- 
tance is  not  long  when  compared  with  the 
distance  to  the  other  places  which  I  have 
mentioned.  With  regard  to  the  amend- 
ment, it  is,  of  course,  quite  within  order, 
and  every  similar  amendment  will  be  in 
order.  If  I  cannot  get  the  site  which  I 
wish  for,  I  would  vote  for  Lake  George. 
When  I  went  there  tw^o  years  ago  I  expressed 
myself  as  not  opposed  to  the  Lake  George 
site,  and  I  should  have  voted  for  it  had  it 


been  favorably  reported  upon.  I  belie 
now,  however,  that  it  can  be  turned  into  o 
of  the  finest  sites  for  an  inlutd  dty,  becav 
of  the  immense  sheet  of  water  which  vou 

be  near  it.  I  think  it  will  be  better  to  choc 
the  Lake  George  site  than  to  choose  t 
site  which  seems  likely  to  be  chosen.  Wl 
I  chiefiy  regret  is  that  two  honorable  me; 
hers  who  should  have  been  here  when  t 
ballot  was  taken  were  not  here.  If  th 
had  been  present  the  result  would  ha 
been  different. 

Mr.  McLean. — Are  they  here  now? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  believe  ih 
one  of  them  Is.  All  I  ask  for  is  a  straigl 
out  vote,  so  that  honorable  members  m. 
choose  fairly  between  the  various  sites, 
that  is  done,  I  shall  be  satisfied.  But 
do  not  wish  for  a  vote  to  be  taken  whi 
only  half  the  members  of  the  Committ 
are  present.     Therefore,  I  think  it  wou 
be  well  if  we  determined  to  take  a  vo 
at  a  certain  hour.     I  know  that  there 
one  honorable  member  who  will  not  I 
here  in  any  case;  but  I  shall  have  ; 
put  up  with  that.     If,  when  the  questic 
has  been  fairly  decided,  the  site  which 
advocate  is  not  chosen,  I  shall  be  as  chtr;; 
as  is  the  honorable  member  for  Eder 
Mofiaro.     I  hope  that  I  have  not  appear* 
in  bad  humour   because  the  site  which 
advocate  has  not  been  chosen.  What 
feel  sore  about  is  that  my  late  colleafrt 
did  not  give  fair  play  to  that  site.  H 
opinion  on  a  matter  of  this  kind  apparent! 
has  weight  with  honorable  members,  and  hs 
he  visited  the  site,  as  he  was  asked  to  di 
I  feel  confident  that  his  judgment  wou] 
have  led  him  to  declare  it  to  be  the  best  sif 
available.  Many  of  the  honorable  membei 
who  visited  that  site  had  previously  mac 
up  their  minds  to  vote  for  Dalgety ;  bi 
I  believe  that,  with  one  exception.  tb« 
afterwards  determined  to  vote  for  Tooro 
I  think  that  the  right  honorable  membi 
for  Swan  would  have  come  to  a  simil^ 
decision.     There  must  be  something  \« 
attractive  in  the  appearance  of  the  dl 
trict  when  such  a  change  of  opinion 
that  takes  place.     Still  I  do  not  wish 
speak  on  this  subject  at  any  great  leng 
What  I  suggest  is  that  the  vote  should 
taken,  say,  half  an  hour  after  the  resun 
tion  of  proceedings  after  the  dinner  i 
journment.     I  do  not  wish  to  appear  ( 
acting,  but  I  wish  to  satisfy  myself  tl 
all  the  sites  have  been  fairly  dealt  witl 

Mr.  Batchelor. — HonoraWe  memh 
might  talk  at  length  then,  just  as  tb 
loay  now. 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  I  do  not 
^Hiidc  so.  I  Uiink  that  the  Coaunittee 
"w-ould  be  willing  to  come  to  a  vote  without 
XKkuch  further  discussicHi. 

Mr.  Harper. — ^At  8  o'clock  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes. 

ilr.  Reid. — If  there  is  any  one  away  I 
sliall  not  object  to  pair.  The  honorable 
member  for  Riverina  is  here  now. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  know  that 

Mr.  RuD. — ^We  will  give  you  a  pair  for 
e\'«ry  one  who  is  away. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— Then  I  shall 
be  ready  to  come  to  a  vote  at  any  moment. 

Mr.  ReiDw — That  is,  a  pair  for  every  one 
whom  the  honorable  member  will  guaran- 
tee to  be  a  supporter  of  Tooma. 

Sir  WILLIARI  LYNE.— I  will  give 
that  guarantee;  but  I  do  not  know  how 
that  is  to  be  ascertained  until  a  divi- 
sion is  taken. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  honorable  member  for 
Bass,  who  is  a  supporter  of  Dalgety,  has 
had  to  go  home. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Then  the  hon- 
orable member  could  be  paired  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Perth. 

Mr.  Mahon.  —  Na  The  honorable 
member  for  Perth  is  paired  with  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Franklin. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
men^r  for  Franklin  could  release  that 
pair.  If  pairs  are  found  for  honorable 
members  who  have  to  be  away  I  have  no 
desire  to  say  another  word  on  the 
subject- 
Mr.  WATSON  (Bland— Treasurer).— I 
have  not  addressed  myself  to  the  merits 
of  the  different  sites  on  either  occasion 
when  the  matter  has  been  before  the 
House.  This  has  not  been  from  any  dis- 
inclination to  declare  myself  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  because  on  the  first  occasion  I 
was  animated  by  a  desire  to  expedite  the 
d^sion,  and  therefore  refrained  from  speak- 
ing, and  because  on  the  last  occasion  I  was 
unfortunately  prevented  from  making  the  re- 
marks I  intended  to  make.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  I  have  not  formally  spoken 
on  the  subject,  honorable  members  have 
been  aware  of  the  direction  in  which  my 
preference  lies.  I  desire  to  say  at  once 
that,  looked  at  purely  from  the  stand-point 
of  eligibility,  apart  from  other  considera- 
tions, I  had  a  decided  preference  for  Lake 
George.  I  voted  afterwards  for  Tumut, 
because  I  found  it  was  useless  to  waste  my 
vote  on  Lake  George,  when  there  was  not 
a  sufficient  number  of  honorable  members 
in  favour  of  that  site  to  put  it  in  the  run- 


ning. Since  the  first  occasion  on  which  I 
voted  for  Tumut,  I  have  ccMisistently  sup- 
ported the  Tumut  district.  I  believe  that 
at  Batlow  we  could  have  got  an  area  of 
Crown  lands  of  a  fertility  unexcelled  any- 
where in  New  South  Wales — and  that  is 
saying  a  great  deal — with  an  elevation  that 
would  insure  a  good  climate,  well  protected 
by  ranges  on  the  south  and  west  from  the 
prevailing  winds  in  the  winter  time, 
and  easily  accessible,  with  a  comparatively 
small  expenditure,  from  the  existing  rail- 
way. Such  a  site  would  also  have  been 
a  reasonable  compromise  between  the 
omflicting  interests  of  the  two  gre^  centres 
of  populat^n  in  the  Commonwealth. 
Those  were  advantages  which  seemed  to 
me  to  justify  my  voting  for  that  particu- 
lar district.  But  the  suggestion  now  put 
forward  that  we  should  select  Welaregang 
seems  to  me  to  be  asking  the  State  of  New 
South  Wales  to  concede  too  much.  I  think 
the  general  understanding  of  the  spirit  of 
the  ConstituticMi  was  that  the  site  selected 
should  be  within  a  reascmable  hauling  dis- 
tance at  any  sate  of  the  centre  of  New 
South  Wales.  That,  I  think,  was  the 
understanding  that  the  New  South  Wales 
people  had  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
C(xistitution  would  be  interpreted.  So 
long  as  other  ccmsiderations  were  met,  that 
is  to  say,  that  the  soil,  climate,  water  sup- 
ply, and  features  of  that  sort  were  satis- 
factory, I  was  quite  willing  to  make  a 
concessi(Hi  to  honorable  members  from  the 
south  to  the  extent  of  meeting  them  half 
way,  in  order  that  the  question  might  be 
settled  as  soon  as  possible.  My  object, 
further,  was  not  only  to  insure  the  early 
settlement  of  the  actual  location,  but  that 
we  might  enter  into  occupation  of  it  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  Welaregang  site  is  all  that 
honorable  members  have  painted  it ;  but 
I  do  say  that  it  is  not  within  easy  distance 
of  either  the  political  or  trading  centre  of 
New  South  Wales,  and  for  myself  I  could 
not  think  of  going  any  further  south  than 
the  point  I  have  indicated  near  Tumut. 
As  one  who  has  a  right  to  regard  the  under- 
standing on  which  the  people  of  New 
South  Wales  acted  when  the  Constitution 
Bill  was  agreed  to,  I  felt  that  I 
could  not  go  any  further  south  than  that 
proposal  involved.  We  have  had  to-day 
a  selection  in  the  House  of  a  site  by  a  ma- 
jority of  honorable  members,  if  not  by  an 
overwhelming  majority,  by  at  all  events  a 
substantial  majority.  There  was  no 
suggestion  that  any  trickery  had  been 
resorted  to,  that  honorably  members  had 
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been  in  any  way  impn^rly  infliienced,  or 
that  there  was  anything  unsatisfactory 
about  the  method  adopted  to  arrive  at  the 
decisicm.  It  does  seem  to  me  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Government  primarily, 
and  of  honorable  members  generally,  to 
try  to  have  a  settlement  of  this  question 
arrived  at  as  early  as  possible.  That  being 
so,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  stand  by  the 
selection  the  House  has  inade.  This  mat- 
ter has  yet  to  go  through  many  sta^  be- 
fore e\'eiything  can  be  satisfactorily  ad- 
justed and  finally  settled,  and  the  sooner 
we  can  put  before  the  people  of  New 
South  Wales  the  concrete  opmicm  of  the 
Federal  Parliament  the  earlier  we  shall 
arrive  at  the  settlement  we  hope  for  in  the 
interests  of  all  concerned. 

Question.— That  the  word  "  Welaregang" 
proposed  to  be  inserted  be  so  inserted — put. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


24 
34 


Majority    . . . 


ZD 


Ates. 


Bam  ford,  F.  W. 
firoivn,  T. 
Carpenter,  W.  H. 
Chanter,  J,  M. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Iiiaacs,  I.  A. 
Kennedy,  T. 
Knox,  W. 
Lvne,  Sir  W.  J. 
Mahon,  H. 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
McCay,  J.  W. 


Batcbelor,  E.  L. 
Conroy,  A.  H.  B. 
Cook,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Culpin,  M. 
Deakin,  A. 
Edwards,  G.  B. 
Fisher,  A. 
Forregt,  Sir  J. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
r.ibb,  J. 
Harper,  R. 
Hnghes,  W.  M. 
Johnson.  W.  E. 
Kellv.W.  H. 
T.fe,'H.  W. 
I.irfdell,  F. 
Lonsdale,  E. 


McColI,  J.  H. 
Phillips,  P. 
Ronald,  }.  B. 
Skene,  T. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Thomson,  D.  A. 
Watkins,  D. 
Webster,  W. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

Ttlltrt: 
Robinson,  A. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 


Noes. 


M  auger,  S. 
McDonald,  C. 
McLean,  A. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
O'Malley,  K. 
rage,  J. 
Poynton,  A. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Smith,  B. 
Smith,  S, 
Thomson,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Willis,  H. 

Ttlltrsz 
Chapman,  A, 
Cook,  J.  H. 


Paiis. 


Fowler,  J.  M.  .  Storrer,  D. 

Hutchison,  J.  I  Bonylhon,  Sir  J.  L. 

Questkm  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  n^atived. 


Amendment  (by  Mr.  Batchslos)  agre 

to— 

That  after  the  word  "  of,"  in  the  words  ; 
serted,  the  word  "Dalgety"  be  inserted. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Batchelok)  agre 

to— 

That  all  the  words  after  '*  Dalgety  '*  down 
and  including  the  word  *'  Bombala  "  be  left  o 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  3— 

The  territory  to  be  granted  to  or  acquii 
by  the  Conunonweklth,  within  which  the  S' 
01  Government  shall  be,  shall  be  within  the  ai 
mentioned  in  section  3,  and  shall  contain  an  ai 
not  less  than  nine  btmdted  square  miles. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Batchelor)  agrei 
to— 

That  the  words  "  shall  be  within  the  area  m« 
tioned  in  section  a,  and  "  be  left  out. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatt: 
— I  move — 

That  the  word  "nine"  be  omitted,  with 
view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "one. 

Mr.  Watson.— The  amendment  is  ve 
unnecessary,  seeing  that  the  C(»istitutii 
makes  that  provision  already. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  want  to  repe 
the  words  of  the  Constitution — to  adhe 
to  the  Constitution  as  nearly  as  I  can.  ' 
do  not  desire  to  discuss  the  matter ;  it  hi 
already  been  d^MUed  almost  ad  nauseam 

Mr.  Watson. — The  area  of  the  terrilo 
has  not  been  discussed  in  this  Parliuneot 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Under  the  d 
cumstances  I  content  myself  with  simp! 
submitting  the  amendment. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney).— This  ma 
ter.  as  the  Prime  Minister  says,  has  n 
been  debated  in  this  Parliament,  thou{ 
k  was  discussed  at  great  length  on 
former  occasion.  I,  therefore,  do  n 
prc9>ose  to  take  up  much  time 
dealing  with  this  i)hase  of  the  questi< 
<xx  the  present  occasion.  I  wish,  hoiren 
in  very  few  words,  to  express  the  stroi 
view  I  entertain  against  the  whde  of  ti 
clause.  I  have  always  thouglu  and  co 
tended  that  the  main  and  CMily  object  < 
this  Bill  should  be  the  selection  of  a  si 
for  the  Federal  Capital — that  the  area  < 
territory  around  the  Capital  should  be  le 
as  a  matter  of  negotiaticm  between  the  r 
spective  Governments.  Though  I  may  n 
agree  with  the  collective  view  of  Paili 
ment,  I  recognise  there  is  a  majtHrity  : 
this,  and  the  other  House,  in  favcnir  < 
a  large  area,  and  I  am  qute  willing  1 
let  the  majority  have  their  way  But 
nisi)  to  urge  on  the^Xommltbie  (hat, 
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only  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  and  fairness, 
we   should  do  that  which  is  always  done 
when  one  person  has  to  approach  another 
in    an   endeavour  to  settle  a  matter  of 
mutual   concernment.     No  man  goes  to 
another,  if  the  latter  has  any  right  to  be 
consulted,  and  begins  negotiaticms  by  say- 
ing. **  Ixiok  here,  I  want  so  much,  and  I 
will  have  it"    That  is  not  the  language 
of  n^Kiation.   If  tlie  great  Powers  nego- 
tiated with  one  another  in  that  way  the 
world  would  be  at  war  all  the  year  round ; 
and  some  of  the  courtesies  of  life  ought 
to  be  preserved  evm  cm  the  part  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  in  Parliament 
assembled.    As  a  matter  ot  human  nature 
and  experience,  those  who  wish  to  have  a 
larue  area  might  extend  pr(^r  courtesy 
and    coosideration    towards    those  from 
whom  that  large  area  is  to  be  acquired. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Does  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  propose  that  nothing  shall  be 
said  in  the  clause  in  r^ard  to  the  area? 

Mr.  REID.— Nothing  at  all.  I  am  ap- 
posed to  the  whole  clause,  but  I  quite  agree 
diat  the  wishes  of  Parliament  Aould  be 
made  clear,  in  order  that  the  Government 
may  interpret  those  wishes. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. -^This  Parlia- 
ment has  not  voted  upon  the  question. 

Mr.  REID. — 1  should  like,  of  course,  to 
test  the  matter  in  this  Parliament.  £ut  I 
take  a  preliminary  ground  agamst  the  whole 
clause — against  stii»ilating  xoo  square  miles, 
just  as  I  object  to  stipulating  900  square 
miles.  I  am  against  an  area  bong  provided 
in  an  Act  of  Parliament,  because  I  consider 
that  the  area  should  be  a  matter  of  mutual 
arrangement  and  agreement  It  is  not  usual 
to  legislate  on  matters  which  are  to  be  the 
subject  of  negotiaticm — to  begin  negotia- 
tions with  an  Act  of  Parliament  stipulat- 
ing what  fflie  side  shall  have.  We  may 
begin  by  expressing  a  strong  wish  or  de- 
sire hut  in  order  to  get  as  large  an  area  as 
we  can  we  ought  to  ai^»oach  the  o^r  side 
with  as  much  courtesy  as  we  can. 

Mr.  HirrCHisoN. — Did  the  right  honor- 
able geittleman  mention  that  point  when  be 
agreed  to  the  stipulation  of  not  less  than  100 
square  miles? 

Mr.  REID.— Mention  what? 
Mr.  Hutchison. — Did  the  right  honor- 
able member  state  the  view  he  now  takes, 
when  he  was  a  party  to  this  provisioi  in 
the  Constitution? 

Mr.  REID. — I  have  had  the  advantage, 
to  a  certain  extent,  of  a  legal  training,  and 
I  know  that  the  law  is  well  settled  as  to 
what  the  expressioD  means. 


Mr.  Hutchison. — Yes,  but  

Mr.  REID.— Will  the  howMable  mem- 
ber  allow  me  to  explain?  The  honorable 
member  does  not  seem  willing  to  even  allow 
me  to  answer  his  own  question.  There  is 
a  supposition  in  some  quarters  that  be- 
cause the  ex[Hression  says  the  area  shall 
be  "not  less  than  100  square  miles,"  the 
meaning  is  that  the  whole  of  New  South 
Wales  may  be  taken  in  spite  of  anything 
which  the'pec^le  of  that  State  may  say. 
Unfortunately  for  such  a  construction  of 
words  which  affect  the  property  of  c^er 
people,  there  is  a  long  line  of  decisions  in 
the  Courts  on  sudi  expressicHis  as  they  are 
used  in  ordinary  axitracts  throughout  the 
mercantile  communities  of  the  world.  It 
is  quite  common  in  business  contracts  to 
stipulate  that,  say,  so  many  thousand  sheep 
shall  be  delivered  "  more  or  less but  no 
one  is  allowed,  on  that  account,  to  claim 
all  the  sheep  which  a  man  may  possess,  or 
to  claim  that  only  one  sheep  may  be  taken 
because  that  is  less  than  the  stip^ated 
number.  All  those  expressions  are  ad- 
judged by  the  Courts  to  mean  some  rea- 
sonable relation  to  the  number  or  quan- 
tity named  in  the  contract  as  a  standard. 
We  must  remember  that  if,  in  a  matter  of 
this  kind,  affecting  the  property  and  rights 
of  other  people,  we  endeavour  to  force  a 
large  acquisition  of  territory  by  brute 
strength,  the  question  will  probably  come 
before  the  High  Court  of  Australia-  That 
High  Court  was  created  to  safeguard  the 
rights  of  every  State  against  evtxy  other 
State,  and  against  the  whole  Common- 
wealth ;  and  I  should  be  surprised  to  hear 
a  construction  by  that  Court  of  the  words 
"not  less  than  100  square  miles  "  as  mean- 
ing that  we  may  take  300,000  square  miles, 
which  is  about  the  area  of  New  South 
Wales. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  is  not  proposed  to  go 
quite  that  length. 

Mr.  REID. — I  merely  use  that  as  an 
illustration.  If,'  on  the  strength  of  the 
words  "not  leSs,"  we  may  take  900  square 
miles,  we  may  take  9,000  or  90,000  square 
miles. 

Mr.  Watson. — Does  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  mean  to  say  that  we  cannot  take 
more  than  xoo  square  miles? 

Mr.  REID. — The  area  taken  must  bear 
some  relation  to  the  area  mentioned  in  the 
Constitution.  If  my  friend  admits  my  con- 
tention, I  have  nothing  more  to  say ;  it  is 
only  a  matter  of  degree.  But  if  the  Prime 
Minister  does  not  admit  that  reasonable 
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construction,  then  he  thinks  that  we  may 
take  the  whole  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — But  we  do  not  propose  to 
take  any  land  by  this  Bill. 

Mr.  REID. — Then  is  this  clause  a  mere 
expression  of  opinion? 

Mr.  Isaacs. — It  is  not  proposed  to  take 
land,  and  we  cannot  take  land  by  the  Bill. 

Mr.   REID. — Surely,  as  business  men, 
we  are  passing  this  clause  seriously. 

Mr.   Isaacs. — We  cannot  coerce  New 
South  Wales. 

Mr.  REID. — That  last  interjection  only 
strengthens  my  argument.  Since  we  cannot 
coerce  New  South  Wales  we  ought  to 
approach  that  State  in  at  least  the  same 
spirit  of  ordinary  courtesy  in  which  we 
should  approach  a  tallow  chandler  with 
whom  we  desired  to  negotiate  in  some  little 
matter  of  business.  Surely  we  can  adopt 
the  manners  which  prevail  amongst  business 
men  in  matters  of  mutual  concernment — 
in  matters  in  which  one  cannot  use  the  whip 
— involving  it  may  be  no  more  than  j£$o, 
or  £10,  or  ;^5.  Surely  the  same  rule  of 
conduct  should  be  observed  by  a  Parliament 
in  dealing  with  another  parliamentary  au- 
thority? I  should  like  to  point  out  very 
strongly  that,  whilst  honorable  members 
have  an  absolute  right,  and  ought  to  let  the 
Goverrmxent  know  what  their  desires  are 
as  to  the  area  of  land  required — I  do  not 
care  whether  the  area  required  be  100  or 
2,000  square  miles — they  ought  not  to  pass 
an  Act  of  Parliament  declaring  that  we 
must  have  so  many  thousands  or  so  many 
hundreds  of  square  miles.  That  is  not  the 
way  to  go  about  the  business;  though  it 
would  be  a  good  way  if  we  wanted  to  quarrel 
and  did  not  care  much  whether  or  not  we 
got  what  we  asked.  But  amongst  business 
men,  and  amongst  great  Governments,  nego- 
tiations are  not  begun  in  that  way.  It  is 
obvious  that  both  Houses  are  of  opinion 
that  a  much  larger  area  than  100  square 
miles  should  be  acquired  for  the  Federal 
Capital ;  that  has  been  made  clear,  to  my 
mind,  as  the  wish  of  Parliament.  But  the 
Government,  having  the  wish  of  Parlia- 
ment fully  in  their  minds,  will  be  more 
likely  to  get  what  is  wanted  by  entering,  as 
a  business  man  would  enter  into  negotiations 
with  the  Government  of  New  South  Wales, 
than  by  making  any  absolute  demand. 

Mr.  Batcheloh. — But  if  this  clause  were 
droppeu,  would  there  not  be  an  assumption 
that  Parliament  had  changed  its  mind  in 
I       regard  to  the  large  area? 
j         Mr.  REID. — Not  at  all ;  especially  in  the 
I      light  of  the  ground  on  which  the  clause  had 


been  dropped.  I  admit  that  the  Goven 
ment  naturally  want  some  indication  j 
what  the  wishes  of  honorable  members  a 
in  reference  to  the  size  of  the  territory  ; 
do  not  at  all  quarrel  with  that  object,  whi^ 
is  essentially  business-like.  The  Goven 
ment  are  only  acting  as  our  agents,  and  i 
as  a  Parliament  should  let  the  Govemme 
have  some  idea  of  what  we  want.  But  tl 
Government  are  more  likely  to  get  what 
wanted  if  they  approach  the  Government  1 
New  South  Wales  in  a  friendly  way  and  1 
open  negotiations,  than  if  they  declare  th 
their  principals  have  instructed  them  th 
they  must  get  so  much.  Swh  a  declar 
tion  would  be  force,  not  reason  — \ 
would  be  rudeness,  not  courtesy.  1 
the  affairs  of  mankind  were  carried  on  i 
that  way,  very  few  negotiations  would  I 
characterized  by  friendliness  or  cordial  it 
I  quite  see  the  difficulty  of  the  Gover 
ment  in  this  matter.  They  have  simp 
copied  a  clause  that  was  framed  by  tl 
late  Parliament.  I  remember  that  the  la 
Prime  Minister,  the  honorable  and  learn* 
member  for  Ballarat,  asked  the  House,  i 
the  same  spirit,  but  in  much  better  lan^uaj 
than  I  can  employ,  not  to  insert  withm  tj 
four  comers  of  the  Bill  an  expression  \ 
opinion  as  a  matter  of  legal  enactmeii 
That  honorable  and  learned  member  desir( 
the  Government  to  be  left  free  to  do  tl 
best  they  could  for  Parliament,  being  < 
opinion  that  such  a  clause  as  this  would  en 
barrass,  and  not  help  them. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Both  Houses  wei 
against  the  late  Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  REID. — But  there  is  now  a  ne) 
Parliament,  and  this  point  is  importal 
enough  to  raise.  This  clause  can  be  dl 
bated,  and  the  Government  may  infl 
from  the  various  expressicms  of  omnia| 
the  general  tendency  of  the  wishes  of  hond 
able  members.  I  have  been  looking  a{:a! 
at  the  .  Bill.  The  title  is  "  A  Bj 
for  an  Act  to  determine  the  Seat  < 
Government  of  the  Commonwealth."  Ti 
distinct  object  of  the  measure,  therefore, 
to  determine  the  Seat  of  Government  so  fj 
as  we  can  determine  it.  The  Governmei 
will  then  be  able  to  proceed  to  negotiatioi 
with  the  Government  of  the  State  of  Ne' 
South  Wales,  knowing  precisely  the  si| 
which  has  been  accepted  by  the  FederJ 
Parliament.  The  provisions  of  the  Coj 
stitution  point  out  that  the  Seat  of  Go\cnl 
ment  shall  be  determined  practically  i 
this  way,  and  shall  be  within  terriiot 
"  which  shall  have  been  granted  to  or  a( 
quired  by  the  Commonwealth."      That  | 
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savy  the  acquirement  of  the  territory  is 
•preKxde  the  determination  of  the  Seat 
Government ;  but  we  are  properly  taking 
e   other  course,  and  first  deciding  as  to 
le    location  of  the  Seat  of  Government; 
scause    it  would   be  impossible  for  the 
ederal  Government  to  begin  at  all  until 
lat   had  been  d<xie.    That  being  the  ob- 
of  the  Bill,  I  strongly  urge  upon  the 
Committee  that  the  question  as  to  the  aren 
'f  the  territory  is  one  for  negotiation.  The 
m\y  thing  that  is  certain  is  that  it  is  not 
u  be  less  than  100  square  miles.     I  ad- 
nit  that  the  expression  "not  less  than  100 
;  juare  miles"  permits  of  the  acquirement 
>f  some  reasonable  area  within  the  stand- 
a.rd  set  up  by  that  expression.    I  consider, 
however,  that  an  area  of  900  square  miles 
is  not   reasonably  within  the  standard  of 
not   less  than  100  square  miles.      If  this 
point  were  submitted  to  the  High  Court,  I 
would  not  presume  to  say  what  its  opinion 
would  be,  but  if  it  followed  the  dedsicms 
relating  to  the  use  of  similar  expressions, 
which  have  been  given  in  the  Courts  for 
many  years  past — and  there  are  a  number 
of    authorities   on    the  point — it  would 
probably    determine   that   the  expression 
was   one   which   admitted  of  an  excess 
area,   but    not    necessarily  of   an  excess 
which  was  unreasonably  large  in  reference 
to  the  standard  adopted  in  the  Constitu- 
ti<Hi.    The  provision  in  the  Ccmstitution 
is  really  in  the  nature  of  an  agreement  or 
a  contract  between  the  Commonwealth  and 
the  State  of  New  South  Wales.    It  does 
not  follow  the  lines  of  ordinary  legisla- 
tion.   Within  the  lines  of  ordinary  legis- 
btion,  and  within  our  jurisdiction,  our 
laws  are  omnipotent.    We  can  say  any- 
thing we  like  within  our  jurisdiction,  and 
there  is  no  power  on  earth  to  question 
what  we  da    But  this  is  a  matter  which 
falls  within  those  questions  for  the  de- 
cision of  which  the  High  Court  has  been 
established — questions  in  which  the  inter- 
ests or  property  of  a  State  may  be  affected 
by  the  action  of  the  Ccmmonwealth  Go- 
vernment.   The  High  Court  has  been  set 
up  simply  to  safeguard  the  rights  of  the 
Commonwealth  on  the  one  hand,  as  against 
each  and  all  of  the  States,  and  with  equal 
care  and  justice  to  protect  the  rights  of 
each  and  all  of  the  States  on  the  other  hand, 
as  against  the  Ccmmonwealth. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — With  the  consent  of 
the  State  we  could  take  other  territory. 

Mr.  REID. — Decidedly;  by  mutual 
agreement  anything  that  is  not  criminal 
can  be  done.  For  instance,  the  New  South 


Wales  and  Commonwealth  Parliaments 
might  agree  to  make  the  area  of  the  terri- 
tory 100,000  square  miles.  But  there 
must  be  mutual  agreement.  I  do  not 
want  to  force  upon  the  Committee 
my  own  opinion  as  to  how  large 
this  area  should  be.  I  am  putting  the 
matter  upon  much  broader  ground.  We 
desire  to  see  the  negotiatiwis  between  these 
two  independent  powers  successfully  con- 
ducted. We  wish  them  to  be  of  such  a 
character  that  they  will  promote  good  feel- 
ing and  not  increase  any  bad  feeling.  I 
thmk  that  if  there  is  one  t^ject  that  a 
resp(Hisible  statesman,  or  member  of  this 
House,  much  more  the  House  as  a  body, 
should  keep  steadily  in  view,  it  is  that  in  the 
exercise  of  all  otir  powers,  and  in  all  the 
transactions  in  wWdi  we  are  called  upon 
to  engage  with  any  of  the  States,  we  should 
impress  them  with  a  sense  of  our  perfect 
courtesy  and  fairness,  and  of  our  deure 
to  do  everything  in  a  friendly  way. 
Now  these  are  objects  with  which  we 
all  agree,  and  I  wish  to  point  out  that  the 
use  of  the  word  "  shall "  in  this  measure  is 
unfortunate-  After  all,  we  are  merely 
expressing  our  opinion.  As  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Indi  has  pointed 
out,  this  measure  is  not  intended  to  compel 
a  settlement  of  the  question.  It  merely 
embodies  an  expression  of  opinion.  That 
is  the  basis  of  my  objection  to  the  use  of 
the  word  "  shall."  As  the  clause  stands, 
we,  the  principals,  are  employing  the  Go- 
vernment as  our  agents  to  deal  with  the 
people  of  New  South  Wales,  through  their 
agents,  the  Government  of  that  State.  We 
are  telling  our  agents,  "  Now  you  are 
going  into  a  Conference  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  State  of  New  South  Wales  to 
settle  this  matter  in  a  friendly  way.  We 
tell  you  and  we  tell  them  in  advance 
that  the  Federal  territory  shall  embrace 
an  area  of  not  less  than  900  square 
miles ;  in  other  words,  it  shall  not 
contain  800  square  miles  or  850  square 
miles,  or  even  899  square  miles,  because 
the  expression  '  shall  not  be  less  than  900 
square  miles'  absolutely  precludes  the 
selection  of  a  territory  of  899  miles,  and  it 
is  not  precluded  as  a  matter  of  opinion, 
but  by  an  absolute  mandate  contained  in 
an  Act  of  Parliament  of  the  Common- 
wealth." That  is  not  the  language  to  use 
in  transactions  of  this  kind.  When  we  wish 
to  express  an  opinion,  we  should  do  so  in  the 
same  courteous  language  that  other  people 
adopt.  We  should  express  our  opinion, 
and  not  issue  an  ultimatum^  The  use  of 
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the  word  "shall,"  would  make  the  provi- 
sicm  tantamount  to  an  ultimatum.    If  the 

British  Government  sent  to  the  Russian 
Government,  or  the  German  Govemraent, 
or  the  American  Government,  a  communi- 
cation coirtaining  the  word  "  shall "  the 
national  self-respect  of  Russia,  Germany, 
or  the  United  States  would  be  immediately 
diallenged.  ,Even  though  a  request  might 
be  per^ctly  equitable,  and  one  that  ought 
to  be  granted,  it  would,  if  it  were  thrown 
into  the  shape  of  an  ultimatum,  be  re- 
garded with  hostility  mnd  indignation.  The 
Power  addressed  would  consider  that  its 
reputation  was  at  stake,  and  would  resent 
the  adoption  of  such  language.  That 
is  the  language  of  war,  not  the 
language  of  negotiation,  Let  honoraWe 
members  reflect  upon  the  infinite  courtesies 
exchanged,  and  the  forbearance  exercised 
between  the  Governments  of  the  grfeat  na- 
tions before  they  come  to  the  point  of  open 
antagonism.  Let  us  remember  the  trying 
experiences  through  which  Great  Britain 
and  America  passed  in  oonnexi<»i  with  the 
Alabama  case,  when  those  two  great  peoples 
were  frequently  on  the  verge  of  war,  inm 
which  they  were  saved  only  by  the 
exhibition  of  the  greatest  forbearance  and 
co&rtesy  on  both  sides.  Honorable 
members  will  probably  recollect  the  mar- 
vellous effect  produced  by  the  change 
of  a  few  words  in  a  despatch  sent,  at  an 
exciting  time,  by  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  when  those  two  gentlemen  were 
taken  forcibly  from  the  Trent.  We  know 
now  that  Her  Majesty,  the  late  Queen,  prob- 
ably under  the  advice  of  the  Prince  Con- 
sort, herself  toned  down  the  despatch 
which  was  being  sent,  and  it  is  now  believed 
that,  if  that  communication  had  been  for- 
warded in  its  original  form,  these  two  great 
nations  would  have  been  plunged  in  war. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Morley,  in  his  Life  of 
Gladstone^  shows  that  that  was  a  political 
fiction. 

Mr.  Spence. — Surely  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  does  not  suppose  that  there  is  any 
risk  of  our  being  plunged  in  war  with  New 
South  Wales  over  the  Capital  Site  question? 

Mr.  REID. — No,  I  do  not  suggest  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  If  all  my  honorable 
friend's  illustrations  were  viewed  in  that 
spirit  he  would  be  nowhere.  I  am  simply 
referring  to  a  matter  of  history,  by  way  of 
illustration.  If  the  question  were  one  of 
military  history  I  should  defer  to  the 
opinicm  of  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Corio,  but  as  it  is  a  mere  matter  of 


recollecticm  of  historical  facts  I  thini 
have  sufficient  authority   to  warrant 
statement. 

Mr.  Crouch. — I  am  only  quoting  > 
ley  against  the  right  honorable  gentlen 
I  quite  imagine  that  he  may  be  regai! 
as  an  inferior  authority. 

Mr.  REID.— Oh,  na  I  think  thatj 
an  authority,  he  is  almost  equal  to  the  \ 
01  able  and  learned  member;  that  is! 
highest  place  I  could  give  him.  I  si 
my  recollection  of  history  against  that 
my  honorable  and  learned  friend.  Hi 
ever,  if  T  am  wrong,  it  really  does  not 
feet  the  main  trend  of  my  remarks,  bed 
I  think  it  must  be  obvious  to  honorj 
members  that  we  should  avoid  the  langil 
of  dictation.  I  do  not  believe  that  hoi 
able  members  haw  the  slightest  desird 
do  that  to  which  I  am  now  objecting, 
feel  sure  that  no  honorable  member  | 
the  slightest  deure  to  nse  an  offensive  n{ 
or  one  that  vrould  savour  of  dictatioij 
some  other  fcnrm  of  expression  wO 
answer  the  same  purpCKe.  I  apprehend  1 
the  object  of  those  who  believe  that  a  id 
area  is  absolutely  necessarv  is  to  expi 
their  opinion,  and  to  instruct  the  Govfl 
mcnt  as  their  representatives  in  the  strq 
est  possiWe  way.  No  honorable  merri 
desires  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  negol 
tions,  before  the  New  South 
Government  is  approached,  we  shcJ 
deliberately  use  the  language  I 
dictation  and  ultimatum,  because  we 
theo  treat  New  South  Wales  as  if  she  w 
sj  inferior  that  even  courtesy  was  not 
due.  These  may  seem  small  matters, 
from  my  own  experience  the  strongest  ft 
ings  excited  between  the  States  have  bi 
aroused  by  the  use  of  unguarded  exjwessid 
Fot  instance,  an  expressiwi  used  by  the  II 
Sir  John  RcAertson,  probably  as  a  joke.' 
a  moment  of  pleasantry,  was  repeated  yj 
after  year  by  those  who  looked  upon  it 
a  kind  of  insult  cast  upon  one  of  the  tri 
flourishing  Stales  of  Australia.  I  Lt^ 
that  the  Conmiittee  is  strongly  in  fait 
of  acquiring  an  area  of  900  square  mill 
I  am  strongly  opposed  to  it.  I  should  I 
object  to  it,  if  the  Gowmment  of  Xj 
South  Wales  were  willing  to  grant  it 
area.  I  do  not  wish  for  a  moment  to  stal 
in  the  way  of  the  Commonwealth  acquinl 
900  square  miles,  if  New  South  Wales 
willing  to  give  it.  but  we  must  rememfi 
that  underlving  the  bargain  there  is  a  g 
from  New  South  Wales  of  all  the  Cm' 
lands  within  the  ana  comtitnting  the  Fh 
ral  territcu-y.    I  cannot  recall,  an  instai 
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1!  \x  bidon-  of  diplomicy,  or  of  even 
a-.:;^-e  Eribes,  vhere  a  gift  was  a  matter  of 
li3ais>ioa  and  arrangement,  in  which  the 
rord  shaJl "  vas  addressed  to  the  person 
frcin:  whom  the  gift  vas  to  oome,  and  in 
stipulations  were  made  as  to  the 
in;:uiit  of  the  gift.  That  would  be  the 
Lncjjge  of  supreme  authority,  of  brute 
liPs.  2nd  not  the  language  u  propriety, 
1:'  of  good  taste,  such  as  is  used  in 
IT  .-:n  business  turgaining.  It  would 
a.!  \k  gjod  policy. 

.Mr.  SpEKCE. — ^But  would  not  the  gift  of 
Cnn  lands  by  Xew  South  Wales  apply 
c:!;  m  lands  within  an  area  of  100  square 

\t.  REID. — I  merely  wish  to  suggest 
ici  ay  bonoiable  friend  that  the  Common- 
»rji-ri  is  the  party  which  receives, 

)!r.  SreNCE.— Xew  South  Wales  is  not 
a:<^r;ed  to  cede  all  the  Crown  lands  within 
:  •rriicrv  embracing  900  square  miles. 

yr.  8.EID.— The  interjection  of  the  hon- 
'X.  b!e  menber  has  thnnrn  a  degree  of  light 
thu  matter  whidi  has  not  prenously 
t«.  thrown  upoo  it. 

Mr.  Kelly. — But  the  Government  of 
NVw  South  Wales  will  have  to  surrender  its 
:(«er  of  laiation  Bpon  the  residents  within 
1-  |oo  sfpiare  miles. 

Mr.  liEID.— I  am  not  dealing  with  that 
ir-rt  of  the  qnesticHi  at  the  present  mo- 
n^'.  I  am  rather  interested  in  the  inter- 
of  the  bonorai>le  manbet  for  Dar- 
vhidi  I  have  heard  for  the  first  time, 
to  his  statemeitf,  if  we  obtain 
u  uea  of  900  square  aiiies,  the  intaition 
s     we  shall  pay  for  all  Crown  lands 
an  area  of  100  squaic  miles. 

^Ir.  Watsok. — I  favour  the  adoption  of 
[iaj  eonne. 

Mr.  REID. — The  proposal  is  new  to  me. 

it-  Watson. — I  declared  myself  in 
i^'Z'ji  of  it  in  Svdney. 

iir.  R£ID. — I  xt'vst  haw  missed  the 
'i^^ewst  of  the  Prime  Minister. 

^-  Spence. — I  understood  the  right  hon- 
3-~h.e  nembtt  to  say  that  the  Go^'emment 
<i  .\ev  Saudi  Wales  were  expected  to  give 
^  tbe  CoamoQwealih  all  t^ie  Crown  lands 
pwaintd  within  the  Federal  territory. 

Mr.  REID.— Th^  was  my  understand- 
in|  of  the  matter.  We  are  now  told,  how- 
that  the  Coonnonwealth  is  prepared 
t>  pa}  . 

Mr.  Watsom. — I  cannot  speak  for  the 
<^"mnMiwealth,  but  merely  for  myself. 

Mr.  REID.— It  is  an  extraordinary  pro- 
P]ul.  becuae  tlwre  is  nodiing  in  the  Con- 
Uutioo  idach  anthorizes  that  view. 


Mr.  Watson. — There  is  nothing  in  the 
Constitution  to  prevent  us  imm  following 
that  course. 

Mr.  REID. — In  this  connexion,  I  may 
be  pardoned  for  quoting  the  language  of 
the  ConstituticHi  itself.    Section  125  says — 

Such  territory  shall  contain  an  area  of  not  less 
thaa  100  square  milesi  and  such  portion  thereof — 

That  refers  to  the  territwy — not  to  the  100 
square  miles — 

as  shall  consist  of  Crown  lands  shall  lie  granted 
to  the  CoBtmonwealth  witfaoat  may  paynunt  there- 
for. 

Mr.  Spence. — According  to  the  right  hon- 
orable member's  argument,  the  territory  is 
limited  to  100  square  miles. 

Mr.  REID. — As  a  matter  of  legal  inter- 
pretation, I  take  it  to  be  so.    But  if  I  am 
right,  the  use  of  the  word  "  shall  "  in  con- 
nexi(»i  with  more  than  the  legal  area  is  all 
the  more  objecticmable.  If  we  have  a  consti- 
tutional right  to  take  more  than  100  square 
miles — to  take  900  square  miles,  for  ex- 
ample— tbe  use  of  tbe  word  "  shall  "  is  not 
so  object  iixiable  as  it  would  be  if  we  bad  a 
legal  right  to  take  only  100  square  miles, 
and  wished  to  acquire  900  square  miles. 
In  the  latter  .case,  the  employment  of  the 
word  "shall"  in  regard  to  the  excess  of 
800  square  miles  becomes  even  worse  than 
I  have  said ;  it  becomes  ludicrous.  We 
cannot  take  territory  from  a  State.  We 
have  no  power  to  do  so.      We  may  ac- 
quire the  prop^ies  of  private  individuals 
for  tbe  purpose  of  certain  services  of  the 
CcDUDOnwealth,  unda  the  Frqpoty  for 
Public  Purposes  Acquisition  Act ;  but  there 
is  DO  power  to  take  the  territory  of  a  State 
i  for  Federal  territory-,  except  within  the 
terms  of  section  125  of  the  Ccxistitution. 
There  is  no  other  power  which  will  enable 
this  Parliament  to  read  into  that  charter 
of  Government  900  square  miles  for  100 
square  miles.     Of  course,  the  proposal  to 
pay  for  any  Crown  lands  outside  an  area 
of  100  square  miles  puts  the  project  in  a 
much  fairer  light,  but  it  does  not  remove 
the  difficulty  that  may  be  created  by  the 
I  wrong  use  of  words.     It  rather  intensifies 
my  (^iecticHi  to  that.     If  we  have  not 
the  power  to  acquire  900  square  miles,  we 
have  no  right  to  say  that  the  Federal  terri- 
tor\'  "  shall  "  consist  of  900  square  miles, 
because  we  are  dealing  with  the  propertv  of 
others.  Honorable  members  should  always 
recollect  that  we  are  dealing  with  the  pro- 
perty of  others,  under  an  agreement  with 
them  which  is  embodied  in  the  Constitution. 
If  we  will  not  respect  the  terms  of  our 
own  Constitution,  where  will  o^r  respect  for 
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the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  begin?  We 
cannot  consider  New  South  Wales  an  out- 
cast State,  in  regard  to  which  even  the 
common   courtesies   of   life     are  unne- 
cessary.    I  am   sure  that  there  is  no 
desire  on   the  part   of   this  Committee 
to  treat  New  South  Wales  with  any  dis- 
courtesy.    But  since  there  is  no  desire  to 
do  that,  why  should  we  do  it?     We  are 
intelligent  business  men,  and  the  fact  tha*- 
we  do  not  intend  to  say  a  wrong  thing,  is 
the  strongest  possible  reason  for  not  saying 
it.     It  is  not  a  reason  for  saying  it,  and 
afterwards  declaring  that  we  do  not  mean 
it.     The  more  we  look  into  the  matter  the 
more  objectionable  does  the  use  of  the 
word  "  shall  "   appear.      This  provision 
really  means  that  the  Govermnent  shall 
endeavour  to  obtain  an  area  of  900  square 
miles.  .  If  the  proposal  now  put  forward 
is  indorsed  by  the  Committee,  the  Govern- 
ment   will    be    entitled    to  say,     "  We 
are    prepared    to    pay    for    all  Crown 
lands  outside  an  area    of    100  square 
miles."    But  siich  a  declaration  by  the  Com- 
mittee will  be  merely  in  the  nature  of  an 
instructi(Hi   to  the  Government   as  their 
agents.    It  must  not  be  an  ultimatum  to 
the  Government  of   New    South  Wales. 
We  do  not  intend  to  say  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  people  of  that  State,  "We 
have  settled  all  these  matters  in  the  Com- 
monwealth.   All  you  have  to  do  is  to  lis- 
ten to  what  we  say,  and  to  obey.  You 
'shall'  give  us  a  Federal  territory  of  900 
square  miles.    It  is  true  that  the  Constitu- 
tion says  that  tiie  area  shall  be  not  less 
than  100  square  miles,  and  it  is  equally 
true  that,  from  the  point  of  view  of  law, 
it  may  be  held  that  the  area  of  the  Federal 
Territory  shall  be  something  in  reasonable 
proportion  to  100  square  miles,  but  we 
set    all    these    considerations  aside,  and 
affirm  that  it  shall  not  be  less  than  900 
square  miles."    My  first  contention  is  that 
this  clause  ought  not  to  be  contained  in 
the  Bill.    It  is  not  cognate  to  the  question 
of  determining  the  Seat  of  Government  of 
the   Commonwealth,   and   is  not  covered 
by   the  title.    I   do  not  know  whether 
that  point  has  previously  been  raised,  but 
I  ask  you,  sir,  to  seriously  consider  it  I 
am  not  aware  whether  the  Standing  Orders 
of  this  House  are  exactly  similar  to  those 
of  the  New  South  Wales  Legislature ;  but 
in  that  State  a  rather  strict  rule  has  been 
laid  down  with  reference  to  the  inclusion 
in  any  Bill  of  matters  which  do  not  come 
within  the  scope  of  its  title.    I  admit  that 
the  title  of  this  measure  can  be  altered  in 
Mr.  Reid. 


Committee,  and  the  adoption  of 
course  would  remove  my  objection.  1 
perfectly  competent  for  honorable  in 
bers  to  alter  the  title  of  the  Bill,  aij 
have  no  desire  to  take  advantage  of  I 
technical  objection.  \ 
Mr.  Watson.— Only  the  order  of  li 
governs  the  BiU  here. 

Mr.  REID. — Quite  so.  An  objec 
to  the  title  of  a  Bill  can  be  removed 
Committee,  and  on  that  ground  I  will 
labour  the  questiMi.  But  the  other  i 
ciple  has  also  to  be  observed,  nai3 
that  the  clauses  of  a  Bill  shall  be  reld 
to  its  scope.  I  submit  that  the  scop* 
this  measure  is  limited  to  the  determine 
of  the  site  for  the  Seat  of  Government,  | 
that  the  intrusion  into  it  of  an  ultiml^ 
that  the  Federal  territory — which  is  a  '■■ 
ferent  matter  altogether— shall  embrace 
area  of  not  less  than  900  square  mite 
not  relevant  to  its  scope.  , 
Mr.  Watson. — We  are  considering 
Bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  REID.— I  do  not  think  that  faq 
all  affects  the  rules  relating  to  Bills.  I 
rules  govern  us  just  as  fully  in  the  cas^ 
Bills  which  originate  in  the  Senate  as  i 
do  in  the  case  of  other  Bills. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— There  was  no  01 
of  leave  granted  in  this  case. 

Mr.  REID. — I  am  not  discussing 
order  of  leave.     My  object  is  to  point 
that  this  particular  clause  is  not  rele\| 
to  the  scope  of  the  Bill.    If.  in  this  nj 
sure,  which  has  bera  introduced  for  i 
purpose  of  determining  Che  site  of  the  S 
of  Government,  we  dealt  vrith  the 
tion  of  the  kind  of  Houses  of  Parliani 
which  should  be  erected  there,  or  with  ' 
expenditure  to  which  their  erecticm  she 
be  limited,  I  should  consider  such  sti] 
lations  foreign  to  its  scope.      If  tl» 
rules  are  not  observed,  we  can  put  ai 
thing  in  the  world  in  a  Bill.      In  a  m 
sure  to  determine  the  Seat  of  Govemm« 
we  might  introduce  a  clause   which  ^ 
designed  to  alter  the  criminal  law.  j 
course  the  rules  of  parliamentary  pr*j 
dure  are  intended  to  prevent  such  abuj 
of  legislation.      Every  BiU  is  suppo:j 
to  be  confined  to  the  subjects  which  { 
relevant  to  its  objects.      I  ccHisider  tl 
this  stipulation  that  the  Federal  terrir^ 
shall  contain  an  area  of  900  square  rni 
put  in  the  form  of  an  express  conditj.] 
the  effect  of  which  is  that  we  shall  have  i 
Capital    Site   unless   that   area  can 
secured,  is  irrelevant  to  the  scope  of  ij 
measure.     If,  with  this  proviaon  in  || 
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ill,  the  Government  approached  the  Go- 
irninent  of  New  South  Wales  and  ef- 
Krted  an  admirable  arrangement  for  the 
:quisition  of  850  square  miles  of  the  best 
irritory  of  that  State,  they  would  be  ob- 
ged  to  return  to  Parliament  and  ask  for 
s  repeal.  On  the  other  hand,  if  we 
lerely  express  an  opinion  that  the  Fede- 
al  Territory  should  contain  not  less  than 
lOo  square  miles,  the  Government  will  not 
le  hampered  in  tiiat  -way.  I  object  to  the 
:lause  in  its  entirety.  I  should  like  our 
>-iews  upcKi  this  matter  to  be  put  in  a 
form  in  which  they  would  express  our 
opinion  without  making  use  of  imperative 
language.  If,  instead  of  the  words  "  and 
ihall  contain  an  area  not  less  than  900 
jquare  miles,"  we  provided  "and  it  is  de- 
siiable  that  the  area  of  such  territory  should 
be  not  less  than  900  square  miles  "  the 
clause  would  be  absolutely  clear  as  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  the  Government  would  know 
exactly  what  area  we  thought  should  be  ac- 
quired. In  that  event,  however,  if  an  area 
of'Soo  square  miles  were  offered  the  1I0- 
vemment  would  be  free  to  accept  it. 

Mr.  Crouch. — If  the  right  honorable 
member  were  Prime  Minister  he  would  be 
content  with  an  area  of  100  square  miles- 
Mr.  REID.— What  is  the  use  of  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  talking  of  what 
1  would  do  if  I  were  Prime  Minister,  when 
on  every  occasion  that  there  is  a  chance  of 
my  obtaining  that  office  he  votes  against  me 
and  against  his  own  convictions.  I  am  only 
wie  of  the  humble  leaders  of  the  Opposi- 

tUHL 

Mr.  HuTcrasoN. — Long  may  the  honor- 
able member  remain  so. 

Mr.  REID. — A  number  of  my  best 
friends  say  the  same,  although  they  are 
influenced  by  an  opposite  motive.  If  the 
Committee  merely  desires  to  express  its 
opinion  in  a  courteous  way  it  should  agree 
to  the  amendment  which  I  have  suggested. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — Would  the  substitution 
of  the  word  "should  "  for  "shall"  do? 

Mr.  REID. — It  would  be  an  improve- 
ntent,  but  would  be  rather  within  the  cate- 
gory of  language  which  I  think  unfortu- 
nate: The  Committee  would  express  its 
views  just  as  clearly  if  the  amendment 
which  I  suggest  were  made,  and  the  Go- 
^'Mmnent  would  have  a  much  better  chance 
of  being  liberally  dealt  with  than  they 
*ould  if  we  approached  New  South  Wales 
with  a  club  and  said,  "  We  shall  have  900 
square  miles  of  territory."  It  is  only  a 
mere  questirai  of  verbiage:  If  we  were  at 
6u 


the  end  of  our  negotiations — if  the  Com- 
monw^lth  Government  found  that  they 
were  met  in  an  unfair  way,  that  the  re- 
sj-onse  of  the  Government  of  New  South 
Wales  to  their  friendly  overtures  wa» 
couched  in  unreascxiable  and  dictatorial 
language  —  then  no  one  would  object  to 
their  asserting  their  manhood  and  in- 
dependence by  employing  words  of  equal 
strength.  But  I  do  not  wish  dictatorial  and 
domineering  language  to  be  introduced  at 
the  beginning  of  what  we  hope  will  be 
friendly  negotiations.  If  I  went  to  the 
Attorney-General  in  a  friendly  way  to  settle 
a  matter  in  which  he  had  some  voice,  I 
should  not  begin  by  saying — "  Look  here, 
Mr.  Attorney -General,  you  must  give  me 
so  and  so."  If  I  did  the  Attorney -General 
would  reply — "  Now,  Mr.  Reid,  do  not 
you  think  we  had  better  leave  fighting  to 
some  other  time?  Had  we  not  better  see 
if  we  cannot  meet  in  a  friendly  way,  with- 
out using  the  word  'must '  or  '  shall ' "  ? 
Every  man  of  common-sense  would  say  at 
once  if  I  n'ere  to  adopt  such  an  attitude — 
"  What  sort  of  a  man  is  he  to  conduct  nego- 
tiations when  be  blunders  at  the  start  by 
insulting  the  other  party  "? 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  use  of  the  word 
"-should"  would  be  better;  it  is  not  so  im- 
perative as  "shall." 

Mr.  REIU.  —  I  should  not  object 
to  the  use  of  the  word  "should.** 
It  would  certainly  be  a  vast  im- 
provement, for  although  it  is  a  strong 
word,  it  is  not  dictatorial.  A  man  might 
say — "  It  is  my  opinion,  and  the  area  should 
be  900  square  miles  " ;  but  if  he  said — "  It 
is  my  opinion,  and  it  shall  be  900  square 
miles,"  he  would,  in  effect,  at  cmce  introduce 
the  shillelah.  This  is  after  all  a  mere 
phrase,  but  I  should  not  take  up  the  time 
of  the  CcHnmittee  in  discussing  it  if  I  did 
not  think  there  was  something  in  my  ob- 
jection. We  do  not  wish  to  expose  ourselves 
to  criticism  by  the  use  of  language  which  is 
unnecessary.  It  is  open  to  us  to 
express  our  views  just  as  clearly 
without  the  use  of  an  ultimatum. 
The  interests  involved  in  the  working  to- 
gether of  the  iCmnmon wealth  and  a  State 
in  a  friendly  way  are  surely  much  greater 
than  are  those  at  issue  when  two  dealers 
are  haggling  over  a  bargain  of  ;f.So.  If 
hagglers  over  the  smallest  bargains  begin 
their  negotiations  with  courtesy,  I  think 
we  might  well  emulate  their  example  in 
dealing  with  our  national  affairs.  In  this 
particular  case,  we  are  not  legislating  for 
the  Comnumwealth.    The  usgi^of  the  word 
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"  shall "  is  perfectly  pn^>eT  when  the  Com- 
monwealth wishes  to  impose  a  lav  filiating 
to  matters  within  its  own  jurisdiction ;  but 
in  this  Bill  we  are  dealing  with  something 
different.     We  are  approaching  New  South 
Wales  in  a  matter  of  mutual  concern,  and 
with  a  desire  to  arrive  at  a  mutually 
friendly  settlement.    This  is  not  an  enact- 
ment, but  an  expression  of  opinion  as  to 
what  we  think  desirable.   A  man  may  hold' 
as  firmly  as  he  pleases  to  h^s  opinions 
without   ocnnmencing   his   negotiations  in 
an  at  all  offensive  way.     £  therefore 
throw  out  this  suggestion  to  the  Govern- 
ment.    The  clause  will  be  discussed  for 
some  little  time,  and  there  will  be  ample 
opportunity  for  the  Government  to  think 
over  my  proposal.    I  should  be  extremely 
glad  if  the  Government  would  even  go  so 
far  as  to  introduce  the  word  "  should  "  in 
place   of   the   word   "  shall."      If  that 
amendment  were  made,  we  should  give 
clear  expression  to  our  opinion  without 
using  language  which,  to  say  the  least, 
would  be  unfriendly,  before  the  merits  of 
the  question  came  to  be  discussed.    As  to 
the  substantial  point  at  issue,  I  am  against 
so  large  an  area  as  900  square  miles  being 
taken  from  New  South  Wales,  unless  that 
State  itself  agrees  to  give  it     If  New 
South  Wal»  were  willing  to  part  with  900 
square  miles  of  territory,   my  objection 
would     not     be     so     great;     but  I 
should     still     think     that     it  would 
be    a    misfortune    for    the  Common- 
wealth to  become  entangled  in  the  control 
of  a  larger  area  of  territory  than  is  neces- 
sary for  the  exact  purposes  of  the  Federal 
Capital.    That  would  be  a  mistake.  If 
we  acquired  so  large  an  area  we  should 
find  ourselves  in  the  same  position  as  is 
Congress    in     relation     to  Washington. 
So  far  as  the  people  living    within  the 
boundaries  of  the  Federal  territory  are 
concerned,  the  Parliament  of  the  Onited 
States  has  to  play  the  part  of  a  munici- 
pality ;  it  has  to  pass  municipal  laws,  as 
if  it  were  a  municipal  council.     There  is 
no  municipal  council  there. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — The  territory  is 
under  five  Conomissioners. 

Mr.  REID. — But  under  the  direct  con- 
trol of  C(»igre8S. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — ^They  have  no 
municipal  council ;  the  whole  business  is 
run  on  military  lines. 

Mr.  REID.— Exactly ;  but  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  is  the  legislative  body. 
The  Commissioners  administer  the  territory 
■mder   the   Government   of   the  United 


States.  I  doubt  the  wisdom  of  the  Feder  | 
Government  entangling  rtielf    in  mafa^ 

relating  to  municipal  government.  | 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^We  should  have  xa 
that  even  if  we  secured  an  area  of 
100  square  miles. 

Mr.  REID.— The  smaller  the  area 
less  irksome  would  be  the  task. 

Mr.  Batcrelor. — But  the  same  macks- 
ery  would  be  necessary. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — We  have  more  power 
make  laws  for  the  Federal  teTritor>'  C..' 
has  Congress  to  make  laws  few  the  Feder 
territory  of  the  United  States.  XSatr 
the  Qmstitution  we  may  give  represcna 
tion  to  the  Federal  territory,  and  n:a- 
laws  relating  not  merely  to  TOunicrp  1 
matters. 

Mr.  REID. — Perhaps  so.  That  wot 
represent  a  different  state  of  thinr* 
I  wish  to  point  out  that  I  am  not  speabr. 
of  any  voluntuy  agreement — \xf  mutii. 
agreement  the  territory  may  be  as  laigr 
as  we  like — but  of  our  view  of  the  nurter. 
subject  to  the  opinion  of  New  Somt 
Wales.  We  must  not  fOTget  that  when  iSr 
bargain  was  made  it  was  a  bargain  for  i 
Federal  territory,  for  Mie  purpose  only— i 
Federal  territory,  as  the  home  of  tS* 
Federal  Capital.'  If  it  had  been  whispered 
to  the  people  of  New  South  Wales  ihsi 
under  the  bargain  by  which  that  State 
agreed  to  find  room  for  a  Federal  city 
were  to  obtain  room  for  experiments  in  land 
systems — to  split  up  the  territwy  of  New 
South  Wales  in  order  that  certain  viev.;, 
sound  or  unsound,  might  be  

Mr.  Watson. — ^Whiat  sort  of  experi- 
ments could  we  make  in  an  area  of  90c 
square  miles?  It  is  ridiculous  to  suggest 
such  a  thing. 

Mr.  REID. — Is  it  not  ridiculous  to  urge 
in  support  of '  the  proposal  that  an  area 
of  900  square  miles  shall  be  acquired  tbai 
we  desire  to  have  room  to  make  experi- 
ments in  land  legislation  ? 

Mr.  Watson. — I  hav^  never  suggested 
anything  of  the  kind ;  I  have  jnerely  sup- 
ported the  acquiring  of  an  area  of  90c 
square  miles,  because  of  a  belief  that  we 
should  retain  the  unearned  increment  to  the 
Commonwealth.  It  is  not  with  a  view  to 
experimenting  that  I  suppOTt  the  taking 
over  of  so  large  an  area. 

Mr.  REID. — Quite  so;  but  the  honor- 
able gentleman  will  understand  that  such 
remarks  have  been  made? 

Mr.  Batchelor. — By  the  other  side. 

Mr.  REID.— I  do  not  say  that  the  Go- 
vernment have  expressed  sudi  views ;  bu  I 
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hink  that  the  suppwters  of  the  clause  as  it 
itands  gave  it  as  one  of  their  wasom  for 

'"SS^sting  that  we  should  acquire  

XI  r.  Batchelor. — ^20,000  square  miles. 
Mr.  Wzzxs. — Why  not  make  these  ex- 
periments in  British  New  Guinea? 

Mr.  REID. — I  think  we  had  better  ex- 
periment with  scune  of  tliese  schemes  in 
Hritish  New  Guinea.  There  would  be  an 
a.b>undance  of  roran  for  them,  and  a  certain 
amount  of  glory  would  attach  to  the  work. 
I  wish  that  the  Minister  of  External  Affairs 
\Tould  go  to  fiiitish  New  Guinea  and  talk 
to  the  savages  there  about  the  imeamed 
incTemoit. 

Air.  Hughes. — I  propose  to  go  up  there 
and  address  them  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  REID. — ^Then  the  honorable  and 
learned  gentleman  will  have  a  big  military 
force  bandy.  The  unearned  increment ! 
Tliat  is  a  rather  vague  expression,  which 
might  be  applied  to  a  very  large  area.  We 
might  apply  it  to  the  whole  of  New  South 
Wales. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  is  very  small. 
Mr.  REID. — It  was  an  argument  used 
in  support  of  the  proposal  to  bury  the  Capi- 
tal at  Tooma.  It  is  suggested  that  we 
sihall  obtain  such  an  enormous  advantage 
that  the  further  we  go  from  Sydney  the 
better  the  bargain  will  be.  I  know,  of 
course,  that  the  Prime  Minister  does  not 
suggest  anything  of  the  kind.  The  House 
may  desire  to  see  a  large  area  secured ;  but 
we  must  not  forget  that  the  bargain  did  not 
contemplate  anything  but  provision  for  ac- 
commodating the  Federal  Capital.  No- 
thing beyond  that  was  included  in  the  com- 
pact. The  mcunent  we  enter  upcm  questicms 
as  to  the  unearned  increment  we  may  extend 
the  area  in  a  very  indefinite  way. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  increment  of  value 
will  not  extend  more  than  ten  or  fifteen 
miles  in  either  dire<ftion. 

Mr.  REID.— I  do  not  know.  That  might 
be  an  argument  for  acquiring  far  more  than 
100  square  miles  of  territory,  especially  if 
the  land  belonged  to  sc»ne  one  else.  I  think 
the  Attorney -General  will  admit  that  if  the 
expression  in  the  Constitution,  "not  less 
than  100  square  miles,"  be  submitted  to  the 
Court,  it  will  not  be  held  to  be  so  elastic 
that  under  it  we  may  take  as  much  more 
as  we  please.  I  do  not  think  that  legal 
construction  is  so  loose  as  to  allow  of  that 
interpretation  where  the  property  of  another 
is  to  be  taken.  I  do  not,  however,  expect 
the  Attorney-General  to  at  once  give  me 
an  opinion  on  that  question.  An  area  of 
ICQ  square  miles  would  be  a  thoroughly 
6u  2 


rea3(Hud>Ie  one  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Federal  Capital.  It  is,  of  course,  a  mere 
matter  of  opinion ;  I  may  be  absolutely 
wrong,  and  those  who  think  that  an  area 
of  900  square  miles  should  be  acquired 
may  be  correct ;  but,  whatever  our  opinions 
may  be,  the  shortest  way  to  secure  what 
we  desire,  is  to  begin  by  treating  the  per- 
son with  whom  we  have  to  deal  in  as  cour- 
teous a  way  as  possible. 

Mr.  Hughes. — If  we  are  to  acquire  an 
area  of  cnly  100  square  miles,  there  will 
be  no  occasion  to  strike  out  the  word 
''shall,"  because  the  Omstitution  provides 
that  the  area  "  shall "  not  be  less  than  100 
square  miles. 

Mr.  REID. — I  feel  sure  that  the  majo- 
rity of  the  Committee  is  quite  against  the 
view  that  an  area  of  only  100  square  miles 
should  be  acquired  ;  but  it  is  unnecessary 
to  use  the  word  "shall." 

Mr.  Hughes. — ^The  use  of  the  word 
would  not  be  considered  discourteous. 

Mr.  REID.- -I  have  never  said  that  it 
is  discourteous  to  ask  for  an  area  of  900 
square  miles.  All  that  I  say  is  that  when 
one  is  asking  a  man  to  give  him  something, 
it  is  discourteous  to  say.  "  You  shall  give 
me  such  and  such  a  thing.'*  It  is  pro- 
posed to  say  to  New  South  Wales,  "  You 
shall  give  us  900  square  miles  of  terri- 
tory." 

Mr.  Hughes. — It  is  proposed  to  acquire 
that  area. 

Mr.  REID. — But  a  grant  is  involved. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — The  area  is  to  be 
granted  or  acquired. 

Mr.  REID.— The  Constitution  provides 
that- 
Such  territory  shall  contain — 
the  word  "  shall "  is  used   there  in  one 
sense — 

an  area  of  not  less  than  100  Bquare  miles,  and 
such  portion  thereof  at  shall  eoniiit  of  Crown 
lands — 

there  "shall"  is  used  in  another  sense — 
shall  be  granted  to  the  Commonwealth — 

that  is  absolute — 

without  any  payment  therefor. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Is  there  an  area  of 
100  square  miles  of  Crown  lands  or  any- 
thing like  it  in  the  proposed  Federal  terri- 
tory ? 

Mr.  REID. — There  are  Crown  lands  in 
the  proposed  Federal  area,  and  whether 
they  comprise  an  area  of  100  square  miles 
or  of  900  square  miles,  they  are  to  be 
given  to  the  Comm^^thQQQg[^ 
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Mr.  Batchelor. — But,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  Crown  lands  there  do  not  repre- 
sent anything  like  lOO  square  miles. 

Mr.  REID. — I  do  not  say  for  a  moment 
that  they  do.  Z  do  not  think  that  we 
should  find  an  area  of  loo  square  miles  of 
Crown  land  in  any  possible  site  for  a 
Federal  Capital ;  but  if  there  be  only  one 
or  fifty  square  miles  of  Crown  land  within 
the  territory  the  land  is  to  be  given  to  us 
without  payment,  although  it  may  be  the 
most  valuable  in  that  part  of  the  State. 
It  might  consist  of  a  timber  or  a  water 
reserve,  for  various  reserves  are  to  be 
found,  and  they  sometimes  ccxnprise  the 
best  land  that  is  left.  If  we  were  asking 
a  man  to  give  us  a  sheet  of  note-paper  and 
some  envelopes,  we  should  address  him 
in  courteous  terms  i  we  should  not  say, 
"  You  shall  give  us  a  sheet  of  note-paper 
and  six  envelopes."  That  is  an  illustra- 
tion of  the  point  that  I  desire  to  em- 
phasize. It  is  a  mere  matter  of  express- 
ing our  opinion  in  a  courteous  way. 
I  hope  that  the  Government  will  give  effect 
to  the  view  which  I  have  expressed.  It  is 
easy  to  say  "shall."  We  can  all  say 
*'  shall."  But  people  who  begin  with 
"shall"  often  end  differently.  Amongst 
the  civilized  nations  the  word  "shall"  is 
generally  used  when  negotiations  have  been 
broken  off.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  Go- 
vernment will  consider  the  suggestion  which 
I  have  made,  which  enables  those  who  be- 
lieve in  having  an  area  of  900  square  miles, 
to  express  their  opinion  just  as  forcibly, 
though  not  in  mandatory  language.  Per- 
sonally, as  I  have  said,  I  am  altogether 
against  the  900  square  miles  area,  but  on 
that  point  I  feel  that  I  am  in  a  minority. 
I  believe  that  the  majority  of  the  Commit- 
tee is  against  me. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Up  to  this  stage 
the  Government  have  treated  the  Bill  as 
an  open  questi(»i.  But  the  Government  do 
not  treat  the  matter  of  area  as  an  open 
question  bv  any  means.  They  are  in  favour 
of  acquiring  an  area  of  900  square  miles, 
as  proposed  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Do  they  want  a  model  ter- 
ritory or  a  model  Capital  ? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— If  the  honorable 
member  will  curtail  his  impatience  he  will 
hear  what  we  want.  There  has  never  been 
any  desire  cm  the  part  of  this  Government 
to  start  a  new  territory  or  a  new  State.  An 
area  of  900  square  miles  would  make  a  very 
poor  sort  of  terrilnry  or  State  for  Aus- 
tralia. One  could  ride  through  that  extent 
of  country  on  a  bicycle,  or  in  a  motor-car, 


in  a  little  over  an  hour.  The  honor; 
member  for  Wentworth  would  probably 
through  it  in  less  than  that  time. 

Mi.  Bruce  Smith. — ^And  without  a  1 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Do  I  understand 
honorable  gentleman  to  say  that  the 
vernment  will  insist  upon  this  area? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— It  is  not  an  c 
question,  as  the  other  proviraons  of 
Bill  were. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — But  do  they  ii 
upon  900  square  miles? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  honor 
member  is  surely  misunderstanding  me 
tentionally.  I  say  that  the  Govemmeni 
not  treat  this  as  an  open  question. 
Government  treated  the  question  as 
where  the  Seat  of  Government  shoul< 
entirely  as  an  open  one. 

Mr.  AusTKN  Chapman. — ^The  Gov 
ment  divided  to  conquer,  but  on  this  q 
tion  they  unite  to  conquer. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Now,  we  u 
to  conquer.  The  Government  consider 
not  less  than  the  900  square  miles  sh< 
be  taken.  When  I  say  "taken,"  I  o 
that  that  area  should  be  selected — sh 
be  comprised  within  territory  to  be 
quired  by  or  granted  to  the  Commonwe 
Go\'ernment  for  the  establishment  of 
Seat  of  Government.  The  right  honor 
member  for  East  Sydney  stated  that ' 
measure  was  declaratory;  that  it  was 
an  enacting  measure.  Of  course  tha 
true.  It  does  not  really  enact  anytb 
It  is  a  direct  expression  of  the  opi' 
of  the  Committee,  and  an  instructioi 
the  Government.  It  is  a  basis  of  negi 
tion  on  which  the  Government  must 
action. 

Mr.  Bruce  Sbczth. — It  ought  to  I 
been  expressed  in  a  resoluti(Mi  not  in 
Act  of  Parliament. 

Mn.  BATCHELOR.— That  consid 
tion  is  immaterial  nov. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — It  is  quite  tight  in 
form  of  a  Bill. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR,— It  is  an  insi 
tion  to  the  Government  to  negotiate  ftx 
square  miles. 

Mr.  Reid. — Not  to  negotiate;  it  sa\s 
we  must  have  it.   They  cannot  take  lest 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Of  course. 
Government  cannot  came  to  a  final  a| 
ment,  in  any  case. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — It  is  a  declarati(»i  at 
point  of  a  revolver  to  New  South  Walt 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— It  is  noihinj 
the  kind.  This  Parliament  will  ultimi 
have  to  decide  upon  t'^^A^^J'^ 
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'Six.  Reid. — Oh,  no;  surely  the  Govern- 
ment will  give  New  South  Wales  a  word 
a.b>our  an  acre  or  so. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Did  not  the  right 
honorable  member  hear  me  say  "  ulti- 
mately "  ?  We  cannot  delegate  our  powers 
to  the  New  South  Wales  Parliament,  and 
this  Parliament  cannot  delegate  its  powers 
altogether  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  is  this  Bill 
for? 

•Mr.  BATCHELOR.— It  is  a  starting 
point  for  negotiations  with  New  South 
Wales,  in  which  this  House  lays  down  in 
no  uncertain  terms  the  area  which  it  thinks 
desirable. 

Mr.  Reid.— The  Bill  does  not  say  "de- 
sirable." 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Is  not  any  reso- 
lution of  this  House,  or  any  measure  that 
we  pass,  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the 
House? 

Mr.  JosEra  Cook.— It  is  a  Bill  to  "  dc' 
termine  "  the  Seat  of  Government. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Yes ;  it  is  a  Bill 
to  determine  where  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment shall  be;  and  within  that  Bill  to  de- 
termine the  site,  we  also  say  that  the  terri- 
tory to  be  granted  to  or  acquired  by  the 
Commonwealth  shall  contain  an  area  of  not 
less  than  900  square  miles.  As  far  as  the 
lan;;uage  of  the  measure  goes — that  is  to  say 
so  far  as  concerns  the  (Ejection  that  it  is 
altogether  too  mandatory  to  use  the  word 
"  sffall  *" — ^the  Government  really  do  not 
feel  very  strongly  on  the  point. 

>Ir.  Isaacs. — ^What  other  word  could 
we  use  if  we  wish  to  enact? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.  —  We  cannot  di- 
rectly enact  by  this  measure. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — But  we  do  enact.  We 
cannot  take  the  land,  but  we  enact  the 
will  of  this  Parliament  that  the  territory 
shall  consist  of  such  an  area. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Yes;  that  is  the 
light  in  which  the  matter  has  been  re- 
garded throughout. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — The  Government  cannot 
alter  a  word  of  the  Bill  when  it  is  passed. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  do  not  think  it 
matters  greatly  whether  the  word  "  shall " 
or  the  word  "  should  "  is  used. 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  Constitution  says 
that  the  Parliament  shall  determine  "  the 
Seat  of  Government,"  but  mrt  the  terri- 
twy. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— All  that  we  are 
able  to  do  is  to  say  that  we  wish  to  obtain 
900  square  miles  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Seat  of  Government,  and  we  do  not  de- 


sire to  adopt  any  method  of  placing  our 
views  before  the  Government  of  New 
South  Wales  that  may  be  considered  by 
them  to  be  unnecessarily  off^isive. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — Do  the  Government  say 
that  the  Bill  might  read  that  the  Seat  of 
Government  "should  be"  at  Dalgety? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Certainly  not. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — Why  not? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  Seat  of  Go- 
vernment "  shall  be  "  at  Dalgety. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — Why  is  not  that  as  offen- 
sive as  the  other  phrase? 

Mr.  Johnson. — Because  the  Constitu- 
ticffi  gives  us  the  power  to  detenmne  the 
Seat  of  Government ;  but  it  does  not  give 
us  the  power  to  say  that  we  shall  have 
900  square  miles. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— As  a  matter  of 
fact,  as  I  have  said,  I  do  not  think  it  mat- 
ters very  much  whether  we  use  the  term 
"shall"  or  "should"  in  this  Bill,  so  long 
as  it  is  recognised  that  it  is  an  instruction  to 
the  Government  to  negotiate  on  these  lines 
for  900  square  miles.  The  word  cannot 
make  any  difference,  because  the  terms 
whidi  the  Government  will  adopt  in  ap- 
proaching New  South  Wales  will  be  pre- 
cisely the  same  in  either  case. 

Mr.  Reid. — Then  the  Government  will 
be  more  polite  than  their  masters.  Why 
should  we  not  be  as  polite  as  the  Govern- 
ment are  going  to  be? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— This  question  was 
debated  at  some  length  on  the  occasion 
when  the  Seat  of  Government  Bill  was  un- 
der consideration  during  the  last  Parliament. 
A  vote  was  taken  on  this  very  point — whe- 
ther the  word  *'  shall "  or  the  word 
"  should  "  should  be  used ;  and  I  find  that 
a  majority  of  eighteen  decided  in  favour  of 
the  word  "  should,"  which  was  substituted 
for  "  shall." 

Mr.  Crouch. — Then,  why  did  the  Go- 
vernment use  the  word  "shall "  in  this 

Bill? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR. — ^The  measure  came 
down  from  the  Senate  in  this  form.  I 
might  point  out  that  amongst  those  who 
voted  in  favour  of  the  word  "  should," 
were  the  Prime  Minister  and  several  hcaior- 
able  members  who  are  now  sitting  on  this 
side  of  the  Chamber.  Consequently,  the 
word  "  shall "  was  eliminated  as  being  too 
mandatory.  In  my  opinion,  the  chief  rea- 
son for  adopting  the  word  "  should  "  as 
against  "  shall  "  is  that  it  is  more  Hkely  to 
lead  to  an  early  satisfactory  result.  Be- 
cause there  has  been,  and  appears  to  be,  on 
the  part  of  New  South  Wal^s,  an  idea  that 
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this  Commonwealth  Parliament  is  anxious 
— ti)  adopt  an  «tpressi(»i  which  has  been 
ti8e<.l  in  some  quarters— to  plunder  New 
South  Wales  of  a  portion  of  her  territory. 

3ktr.  WiLKS. — The  representative  of  the 
Government  in  the  Senate  last  sessirai  asked 
for  20,000  square  miles. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— That  honorafhle 
gentleman  stated  this  session  that  he  was 
still  in  favour  of  20,000  square  miles,  but 
that  does  not  prove  that  this  Parliament, 
or  this  Government,  are  in  favour  of  ask- 
ing for  20,000  square  miles. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Did  not  this  Bill  origin- 
ate with  Senator  McGregor? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  honorable 
member  knows  perfectly  well  who  intro- 
duced the  Bill  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — ^That  statement  was 
enough  to  frighten  New  South  Wdes. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  honorable 
member  knows  that  no  such  request  was 
made  by  this  Parliament,  or  this  Govern- 
ment, nor  was  it  made  by  any  section  of 
this  House.  Because  one  member  of  the 
Senate  

Mr.  WiLKS. — ^The  representative  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR— He  was  not  the 
representative  of  the  Government  thCT. 
The  Government  was  not  in  ^stenoe  at 
that  time.  I  want  to  say  a  few  words  as 
to  the  reason  why  a  larger  area  is  sug- 
gested. It  has  been  stated  that  this  pro- 
vision will  deprive  New  South  Wales  of 
a  large  part  of  her  territory.  In  speaking 
on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  I  said 
that  900  square  miles  was  <xily  the  size  of 
a  moderate  sheep  or  cattle  run.  I  say 
again  lliat  it  is  nothing  more  than  that. 
Nine  hundred  square  miles  is  thirty  miles 
by  thirty.  It  is  by  no  means  a  large  ex- 
tent of  territory.  New  South  Wales,  dur- 
ing periods  of  her  history,  has  parted  with 
very  much  more  extensive  areas.  The 
State  of  Victoria  was  a  portion  of  New 
South  Wales  at  one  time.  It  is  nearly 
90,000  square  miles  in  extent.  Queens- 
land was  also  a  portion  of  New  South 
Wales.  It  is  600,000  square  miles  in  ex- 
tent. There  is  more  outcry  over  the  900 
square  miles  that  it  is  now  propcned 
to  take  jointly,  on  behalf  of  all  the  States, 
including  Ne^v  South  Wales,  than  there 
■was  over  the  cession  of  600,000  square 
miles  when  the  State  of  Queensland  was 
fonmed. 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  outcry  is  about  the 
demand  for  the  area. 


Mr.  Spence. — The  outory  is  01 
anKHigst  a  few  politicians,  and  is  raij 
for  party  purposes.  I 

Mr.  BATCHELOBL— It  has  been  si 
that  New  South  Wales  wiU  suffer  a  v^ 
great  deprivation.  It  was  pcnnted  i 
during  the  seamd -reading  'd^>ate  tl 
the  unimproved  value  of  the  alienai 
land  within  a  radius  of  seventeen  miles 
Dalgety  is  ;£352,ooo.  The  value  of  ( 
land  with  improvements  is  ^460,200. 

Mr.  EwiNG.— What  is  the  value  of  I 
Crown  land? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— 1  do  not  knc 
but  we  can  be  pretty  certain  that  the  va 
of  the  Crown  land  will  be  very  aiuch  1 
than  the  value  of  the  alienated  laj 
Those  are  the  valuations  for  taxation  p 
poses.  What  really  will  be  the  effect  of  1 
Commonwealth  taking  over  this  territor 
The  Crown  lands  not  now  in  occupation  m 
be  handed  over  as  a  free  gift  to  the  Coi 
monwealth,  but  teaMy  all  that  New  So^ 
Wales  will  part  with  is  the  jurisdiction  01 
this  territory. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thouson. — And  the  I 
venue  from  taxation. 

Mr,  BATCHELOR.— The  power  ! 
taxation ;  but  against  the  revenue  from  ta^ 
tion  there  is  expenditure  to  be  consider^ 
and  the  honorable  member  must  See  that  1 
corollary  to  the  power  of  taxation  is  1 
expenditure  of  the  public  funds  of  Ni 
South  Wales  on  roads,  bridges,  sch< 
houses,  .ind  other  such  Government  workj 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — It  is  very  great  ji 
there. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  is  considerably  m<\ 
than  the  revenue. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  revenue 
be  precious  little,  because  within  this  ai 
there  are  only  3t586  people  altogether.  \ 
have  had  some  talk  about  a  population  i 
40,000. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— That  was  I 
a  larger  area. 
.  -Mr.  Watson. — For  the  same  area- — 91 
square  miles. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— We  could  take  j 
Bombala.  and  the  population  of  the  territd 
would  then  only  reach  7,000.  1 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— I  point  out  tr 
under  clause  2  there  is.  a  larger  area  defini 
— T50  miles  long.  ' 

Mr.  BATCH  ELOR— Mr.  Camith^ 
was  speaking  of  the  proposal  to  take  i 
area  of  900  square  miles.  It  was  nev 
proposed  in  the  Senate,  or  anywhere  eii 
that  the  area  to  be  acquired  should  be  tar^ 
than  that.    A  certain  area  is  defined  i 
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:la.use  2,  as  it  came  down  to  us,  but  the 
honorable  member  is  aware  that  the  area 
proposed  to  be  taken  is  only  some  900 
Kjuare  miles  within  the  airea  defined  by 
.Ha.t    clause.    I  repeat  that  the  only  ef- 
fect   that  will  follow  the  taking  over  of 
this     territory   by   the  Commonwealth  is 
that  the  authority  having  jurisdiction  ovei 
it    will  be  changed  frcsn  the  New  South 
Wales  Parliament  to  the  Ccmmuuiwealth 
X^arliament  We  shall  have  to  pay  the  cost 
of  govNnment,  and  we  shall  receive  the  re- 
-v-enue  frcnn  taxation,  such  as  it  is.  Un- 
doubtedly for  some  amsideiable  time  the 
Oovemment  expenditure  will  far  exceed  the 
revenue  derived  from  the  territory.  The 
object  of  the  proposal,  of  course,  is  simply 
that,  as  the  Commonwealth  Parliament,  re- 
presenting the  people  of  Australia,  will  have 
to  pay  whatever  expenditure  is  incurred  in 
go\'erning   this   territory,    any  increased 
value  which  may  be  considered  unearned 
increment  should  be  retained  by  the  Ccnn- 
monwealth., 

Mr.  LiDDEXJ.. — Why  should  not  the  Go- 
vernment of  New  South  Wales  get  it? 

Mi.  BATCHELOR— Why  should  the 
people  of  Western  Australia,  Queensland, 
Tasmania,  and  South  Australia  contribute 
to  enrich  the  few  land-holders  who  live 
in  this  district? —  Can  the  honorable 
member  give  any  reason  which  will 
justify  us  in  increasing  the  value  of 
the  lioldings  of  the  people  living  there 
now  by  Commonwealth!  expenditure?  If 
we  can  retain  the  enhanced  value  due  to 
Commcxiwealth  expenditure  for  the  people 
of  the  Commonwealth' we  should  do  so. 

Mr,  Joseph  Cook. — ^Whatever  the  area 
decided  upon  may  be  the  land-owners  ad- 
joining will  benefit  from  Commonwealth  ex- 
penditure. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.  —  They  will,  to 
■  some  extent;  but  the  contention  is  that  we 
should  take  a  reasonable  area.  The  real 
question  between  honorable  member.1  op- 
posite and  other  honorable  members  is  as 
to  where  we  should  draw  the  line,  and  we 
propose  to  draw  the  line  where  we  think 
we  are  justified  in  drawing  it  from  the  ex- 
perience of  great  cities  such  as  the  Federal 
city  may  become.  No  one,  at  all  events, 
can  say  that  it  will  not  bectxne  a  large 
centre  of  population. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — Do  the  Government 
propose  to  include  Twofold  Bay  in  the 
Federal  territory  ? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  Government 
make  no  such  proposal.  What  we  sav  is 
that  the  sphere  of  influence  of  the  Federal 


city,  if  it  should  become  a  large  city— and 
that  is  one  of  the  possibilities  of  the  future 
— is  likely  to  extend  over  a  certain  area. 
We  say  further  that  we  have  a  right  tt) 
retain  for  the  Commonwealth  any  enhanced 
value  of  the  land  due  tu  the  influence  of 
the  Federal  city.  It  is  useless  to  say  that 
we  should  have  an  area  of  5,000  square 
miles  for  that  purpose,  because  the  sphere 
of  influence  of  the  Federal  city  oould  not 
appreciably  otend  so  far.  Btit  we  know 
that  in  the  case  of  Melbourne  and  Syd- 
ney this  sphere  of  influence  can  and  does 
extend  to  a  much  greater  distance  than 
thirty  miles  from  the  General  Post  Office 
in  either  of  those  cities.  The  proposal  is 
not  submitted  in  order  to  carry  out  experi- 
ments in  the  nationalization  of  the  land,  or 
anything  of  the  sort.  It  was  put  forward 
by  Sir  Edmund  Barton,  when  Prime  Min- 
ister, as  an  absolutely  business  proposal, 
and  supported  strongly  by  Sir  William 
McMillan,  who  was  acting-leader  of  the 
Opposition  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^That  the  territory 
should  be  9O0  square,  miles  in  extent? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— No,  the  idea  of 
the  non-alienation  of  land  and  the  retention 
of  the  unearned  incronent. 

Mr.  BsucE  Smith.  —  Sir  William 
McMillan  said  it  would  make  an  interest- 
ing experiment  in  land  nationalization. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.—That  is  not  quite 
what  the  honorable  gentleman  said.  I 
looked  up  and  quoted  what  he  said 
when  speaking  on  thit  second  reading  of 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  McCoLL. — ^The  Minister  said  just 
now  that  the  Commonwealth  would  exercise 
jurisdiction  over  this  territory;  do  the 
Government  propose  to  dispossess  the  pre- 
sent private  owners? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  land  will  be 
acquired  bv  the  Federal  Parliament. 

Mr.  McCoLL. — And  will  change  owners. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Of  course,  there 
will  be  a  change  in  the  ownership  of  the 
land.  Those  who  are  now  Crown  lessees 
will,  after  the  land  has  been  taken  over  by 
the  Commonwealth,  be  still  Crown  lessees, 
but  lessees  of  the  Ccunmon wealth,  and  not 
of  the  New  South  Wales  Goverimient ; 
whilst,  so  far  as  private  owners  are  con- 
cerned, they  will  hold  their  land  fron  the 
Commonwealth. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — But  the  Commonwealth 
Government  will  buy  them  out? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Yes,  and  we  shall 
give  them  the  absolute  valuegof  theic  land. 
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Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — What  need  is  there 
to  put  that  in  this  Bill? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— We  are  not  put- 
ting that  in  this  Bill.  We  are  not,  in  this 
Bill,  laying  down  any  system  of  land 
tenure.  We  do  not  here  say  that 
the  land  shall  not  be  sold,  or  anything 
of  the  kind.  All  that  we  propose  to  say 
here  is  that  a  certain  area  shall  be  acquired 
as  Federal  territory,  and  that  it  shall  be 
large  enough  to  take  in  what  we  consider 
will  be  the  sphere  of  influence  of  Federal 
expenditure  on  the  Capital. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  Government 
insist,  I  understand,  that  the  area  shall  he 
900  sqtiare  miles  in  extent? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  Government 
d)  insist  upon  that.  But  we  do  not 
propose  to  go  to  the  New  South  Wales  Go- 
vernment and  say,  "  We  insist  upon  goo 
square  miles."  We  desire,  if  possible,  to 
come  to  an  agreement  with  the  New  South 
Wales  Government,  and  we  have  no  reason 
to  believe  that  they  will  not  agree  to  rhe 
proposal  we  make.  What  is  proposed 
cannot  be  held  to  be  a  disadvantage  to  New 
South  Wales,  nor  will  it  be  any  disadvan- 
tage to  the  people  resident  within  the  terri- 
tory. There  will  be  a  change  of  jurisdic- 
tion and  Government  in  respect  to  the  terri- 
tory, and  that  is  practically  all  the  effect 
that  the  taking  over  of  this  land  by  the 
Commonwealth  will  have. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — But,  instead  of  re- 
maining owners,  the  existing  owners  of  land 
within  the  territory  will  become  lessees  of 
the  Commonwealth  Government? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— That  is  a  ques- 
tion to  be  decided  afterwards,  when  the 
policy  governing  land  tenure  is  adopted. 

Mr.  Watson. — But  we  are  not  going  to 
allow  private  ownership  to  continue  in  the 
heart  of  the  Capital  city. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Of  course  not,  but 
we  are  not  now  threshing  out  the  details 
of  the  system  of  ownership  to  be  adopted. 
I  hope  that  the  Committee  will  adhere  to 
the  area  proposed  by  the  Government.  The 
question  whether  we  should  use  the  word 
**  shall "  or  "  should  "  does  not  appear  to 
me  to  be  of  special  importance. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta).— I 
refrained  fnxn  saying  anything  in  moving 
the  amendment,  because  I  thought  there 
would  be  but  little  debate.  In  the  first 
place,  I  am  very  much  interested  in  hear- 
ing the  Minister  say  that  this  matter  of  the 
area  of  the  Federal  territory  is  not  to  be 
an  open  question,  as  other  provisions  of 
the  Bill  and  other  parts  of  the  procedure 


have  been.  But  when  the  honorable  met 
ber  makes  a  distinction  of  that  kind,  I  wi 
he  would  be  a  little  more  explicit,  ai 
would  tell  the  Committee  just  what  he  da 
mean.  Are  we  to  understand  that  if  i 
area  other  than  that  proposed  by  tl 
Government  is  carried  by  the  Ccxxuni 
tee  the  Government  will  refuse  to  go  I 
with  the  Bill? 

Mr.  Watson. — No. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  would 
the  general  acceptation  of  such  a  declai 
tion  as  has  been  made.  ' 

Mr.  Watson. — We  have  said  that  it  li 
been  an  open  question  with  Ministers,  asj 
some  provisions  of  the  Bill.  They  h.i 
voted  against  each  other  in  the  matter  I 
the  selection  of  the  site,  for  example ;  \\ 
this  matter  of  the  area  is  a  Govemmd 
question.  | 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— But,  so  f ar  | 
Ministerial  responsibility  is  concerned,  iti 
still  to  be  an  open  question?  I 

Mr.  Watson?— Not  at  all.  It  is  a  Miij 
terial  question.   We  are  in  agreement 
it.  ! 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Are  we  to  i 
derstand  that  the  Committee  may  do  as  th 
please,  and  that  the  intention  only  is  tl 
the  Ministry  shall  vote  tofiether  on  t| 
matter.  | 

Mr.  Watson. — Certainly.  j 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  I  undi 
stand  the  positicHi.  I  look  upcm  this  roati 
in  the  light  of  the  genesis  of  the  yrhi 
proceeding  in  another  place.  I  put  t 
statements  made  use  of  in  arguing  the  qui 
tion  in  another  place  alongside  the  very  ; 
tenuated  statements  which  have  been  mn 
by  Ministers  in  this  Chamber.  When  tl 
question  had  its  rise  in  another  Chambj 
under  the  control  of  the  Government,  a 
certainly  without  any  effort  on  their  parti 
check  or  curb  the  extravagant  langua 
there  indulged  iii   j 

Mr.  Batchelor.— The  Bill  of  last 
provided  for  an  area  of  1,000  square  mi! 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  was  ackno 
ledged  that  the  original  intention  was  j 
make  socialistic  experiments. 

Mr.  Watson. — On  900  square  miU 
1  gave  the  honorable  memb^  credit  j 
more  intelligence.  1 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  the  Prii 
Minister  would  be  more  patient,  and  i 
frain  from  interjection,  he  would  hi 
what  I  have  to  say. 

Mr.  Watson. — There  is  no  proposal 
the  Government  for  any  larger  area. 
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Afr.  JOSE1f*H  COOK.— I  can  say  that 
1.  member  of  the  Labour  Party  in  aoother 
t^Iace  proposed  an  area  the  sides  of  which 
would  be  seventy-five  miles  long,  and  he 
::hajiged  that  subsequently  to  an  area  con- 
taining 5,000  square  miles.  His  idea  was, 
and  he  made  no  secret  of  it,  to  give  the 
various  States  an  object  lesson,  not  only 
in  land  nationalization,  but  also  in  the 
nationalization  of  industries. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  only  knocking  down  a  straw. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— The  honorable 
gentleman  may  fine  it  down  as  he  pleases, 
but  he  is  aware  that  it  was  intended  diat 
a  social  experiment  should  be  undertaken, 
and  that  that  was  the  roof  of  the  whole 
proposal. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^That  is  titter  non- 
sense. 

Mr.  Watson. — On  900  square  miles? 
Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Prime 
Klinister  has  said  that  the  Government  de- 
sire to  retain  the  uneanwl  incronent,  or  to 
get  as  much  of  it  as  possible,  for  the  citi- 
zens of  the  ComnxKiwealth. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  should  say  so,  and  so 
would  any  other  patriotic  man. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Is  not  that  a 
social  experiment? 

Mr.  Watson. — Not  of  the  nature  at 
which  the  honorable  member  is  hinting. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
gentleman  is  too  iinpatient  to  listen  to 
me.  I  say  that  he  is  anxious  to  make 
a  social  experimrat,  and  I  think  I  do  the 
honorable  gentleman  no  infu'stice  in  say- 
ing that. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  say  that  there  is  no 
social  experiment  in  the  retention  of  the 
freehold  of  the  land. 

Mft  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  is  an  ex- 
periment as  applied  to  a  whole  country. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  Government,  of 
which  the  honorable  member  was  a  mem- 
ber, carried  that  through  in  New  South 
Wales,  and  I  helped  them. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— No;  not  in  the 
same  wav. 

Mr.  Watson. — In  a  more  wholesale 
fashion. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  have  no  ob- 
jecticm  to  what  the  honorable  gentleman  is 
proposing  to  do ;  but  I  see  no  reason  for 
enlarging  the  area  beyond  what  is  pre- 
scribed in  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  is  not  beyond  what 
is  prescribed  by  the  Constitution. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Interjections  are 
beccming  richer  bx>  frequoit    I  suggest 


to  the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta 
that  he  should  not  adf^  the  interrogative 
form  of  speech,  and  I  ask  Ministers  not  to 
interrupt  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  only  anxi- 
ous for  information,  and  I  should  like  to 
address  some  more  interrogations  to  Minis- 
ters. I  want  to  know  what  is  the  intention 
of  the  Government  in  connexion  with  this 
matter;  they  have  not  yet  explained.  If 
the  two  Houses  reach  agreement,  will  the 
Bill  be  sent  on  in  the  ordinary  way  for  the 
approval  of  the  Governor-General?  If 
so,  I  should  like  to  know  what  the  position 
of  the  Government  will  then  be,  as  negotia- 
tors with  the  New  South  Wales  Govern- 
ment? Can  the  Commonwealth  Govern- 
ment say  to  the  New  South  Wales  Govern- 
ment, **  We  want  to  negotiate  with  you  as 
to  the  area  of  the  Federal  Capital,"  and  at 
the  same  time,  say,  '*  Here  are  our  limita- 
tions, hard  and  fast,  under  the  seal  of  the 
Governor-General "  ?  How  can  the  Com- 
monwealth Government  begin  to  negotiate 
in  a  matter  which  has  already  been  deter- 
mined by  the  Parliament? 

Mr.  Isaacs. — ^Are  the  Government  to 
have  no  limitati(»is  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— Yes;  and  I 
think  those  limitations  should  have  been 
prescribed  in  a  series  of  resolutions  affirm- 
ing the  opinion  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — Where  is  the  difference? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  difference 
is  that  we  "  determine  "  an  area,  and  imme- 
diately instruct  the  Government  to  set 
about  altering  that  area.  Otherwise,  where 
is  the  object  of  the  negotiations? 

Mr.  Groom. — If  we  fixed  the  area  by 
resolution,  would  the  position  not  be  the 
same? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  difficulty  I 
see  is  that  here  is  a  Bill  to  determine  the 
Seat  of  Government ;  and  I  take  it  that 
when  the  act  of  determination  is  complete, 
the  transaction  is  complete,  so  far  as  we 
are  concerned.  Vet  we  are  told  that  Min- 
insters,  at  that  point,  must  begin  to  re- 
open the  matter  which  we  have  just  deter 
mined.  The  whole  proceeding  seems  to  my 
mind,  if  I  may  say  so  without  offence,  to 
be  just  a  little  absurd.  The  proper  course 
would  have  been  to  get  an  expression  of 
opinion  as  clear  and  definite  as  we  chose 
— ^but  still  only  an  expression  of  opinion — 
from  each  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  Com- 
monwealth Parliament,  and  when  those 
expressions  of  opinion  had  been  brought 

j  into  agreement,  to  begin  the  negotiations. 

1  The  Commonweajth^^gov^^^gl  look 
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very  strange  if,  after  we  ha^'e  determined 
the  Seat  of  Government  and  its  size,  they 
have  to  begin  to  negotiate  with  an  entirely 
different  body  for  the  purpose  of  settling 
these  \'ery  matters.  This  clause  seems  to 
me  to  be  entirely  unnecessary;  but  if  we 
do  perpetrate  this  legislative  absurdity — 
for  I  can  call  it  nothing  else  —  ve  had 
better  stick  to  the  terms  of  the  Cmstitu- 
tion.  The  amendment  simply  re-enacts 
the  language  of  the  Constitution,  to  which 
no  exception  can  be  taken.  But  when 
900  square  miles,  or  5,000  square  miles  as 
has  been  suggested,  or  a  square,  each  side 
of  which  is  seventy-five  miles  long,  is  put 

forward  as  the  irreducible  area  

Mr.  Batchelob. — It  has  not  been  said 
that  the  territory  should  be  a  square,  each 
side  of  which  should  be  seventy-five  miles 
long. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  CX)OK.— But  that  was 
suggested  in  another  place.  I  remind  hon- 
orable members  that  the  proposal  to  have 
an  area  of  5,000  square  miles  was  only  de- 
feated by  fourteen  votes  against  ten — an 
almost  equal  division.  We  should,  there- 
fore, meet  the  other  Chamber  with  a 
simple  expression  of  our  opinion  that  the 
terms  of  the  Constitution  ought  to  be  ad- 
hered to,  at  any  rate  in  this  period  of 
negotiation.  It  is  time  to  fix  our  ultimate 
determination  after  the  negoti^ons  have 
been  oranpleted^  and  when  New  South 
Wales  has  had,  as  she  is  entitled  to  have, 
and  as  the  Constitution  cmtemplates  she 
shall  have,  some  voice  as  to  the  location 
and  size  of  the  Federal  territon-. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH  (Parkes).— Like 
the  honorable  member  who  has  just  spoken, 
I  carefully  refrained  from  contributing  to 
the  series  of  debates  which  have  taken  place 
on  this  measure,  because  it  was  evident  that 
a  large  enough  number  of  honorable  mem- 
bers were  taking  part  in  it  to  bring  it  sooner 
or  later  to  a  satisfactory  settlement.  But  at 
this  stage  I  feel  ctnnpelled  to  repeat  some 
observations  which  I  made  last  year  upon 
this  very  question.  The  honorable  member 
who  has  just  sat  down,  has  expressed  an 
opinion  with  which  I  heartily  agree.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  whole  difficulty  which 
has  arisen  is  the  result  of  a  misconceii'ed 
form  of  procedure.  I  ask  honorable  mem- 
bers to  allow  me  to  read  that  section  of  the 
Constitution  dealing  with  this  matter; 
and  I  think  it  will  then  be  evident  to  every- 
b«>dy  who  regards  the  questicm  from  a  tho- 
roughlv  impartial  stand-point,  that  the  whole 
pitxiediire  in  regard  to  this  Bill  is  misoHi- 
eived.    I  ask  honorable  members  to  place 


cm  section  125  oi  the  Con^itutioi  an  inte 
pretation  of  an  every-day,  common-ptai 
character,  and  then  to  say  whether  we  a 
not  putting  the  cart  before  the  horse.  Se 
tion  125  is  as  follows: — 

The  Seat  of  GovemmeDt  of  the  Commonweal 
shall  be  detertniaed  the  Parliament,  and  shalll 
within  territory,  which  shall  have  been  granti 
to  or  acquired  by  the  Com  moo  wealth,  and  sbi 
be  vested  in,  and  belong  to  the  Commv 
wealth  

There  is  no  mistake ;  the  meaning  is  in 
land  which  shall  be  granted  in  the  futur 
but  land  which  "  shall  have  been  granted 
or  acquired  by  the  Commonwealth.  Any  or 
who  reads  that  section  in  an  ordinary-  wa 
can  come  to  no  other  conclusion  than  tk 
it  was  contemplated  that  this  House  shoul* 
in  some  way  or  other,  intimate  to  the  Stai 
Parliament  of  New  South  Wales  the  pan 
cular  territory  within  which  it  was  desire 
to  select  a  Capital  site ;  that  the  New  Sout 
Wales  Government  should  then  be  invitt 
by  this  House — not  that  this  House  shoul 
demand  it — to  place  the  territorj-,  inclu' 
ing  the  proposed  site,  at  the  disposal  of  th 
Parliament;  and  that  this  Parliamoit  shoul 
then  pass  an  Act  determining  the  site  with- 
the  territory  which  had  been  so  granted  t 
the  New  South  Wales  Parliament.  It  h. 
been  suggested,  in  the  course  of  the  debai 
that  we  should  introduce  into  this  Bill  t'i 
word  "  should  "  instead  of  "  shall." 

Mr.  McLean. — Would  the  honorable  ar 
learned  member  propose  to  first  buv  tl 
land,  and  afterwards  select  the  site? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— No,  I  shoul 
not ;  I  should  recommend  that  whateK 
area  is  determined  upon  should  be  coo 
miuiirated  bv  resolution  to  the  New  Scut 
Wales  Parliament ;  that  the  New  Soul 
Wales  Parliament  should  then  be  invite 
to  place  that  territory  at  the  disposal  ( 
the  Federal  Parliament ;  that  the  iFedeti 
Parliament  should  select  its  Capital 
wirtiin  that  territory,  and  if  it  want 
further  territory,  the  latter  should  be 
quired  either  by  Act  of  Parliunent  or 
private  purchase. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — Does  the  honorable 
learned  member  say  that  the  land  has 
be  granted  by  New  South  Wales  before 
after  we  determine  the  site? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— The  land  ahm 
be  granted  befue  we  determine  Uie  sin 

Mr.  Isaacs. — Before  we  know  where 
are  going  to  have  the  site? 

Mi.  BRUCE    SMITH.— I  refer 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Ii 
to  the  CcMistitution. 
what  I  wish,  nor  am 
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hcMiorable  and  learned  member  would  likt 
to  have  done.  I  am  referring  only  to  the 
Constitutuxi  to  show  what  must  be  done 
in  order  to  ayafoxta  with  its  provisions. 

Mr.  McLean. — Does  not  that  stsction  nf 
the  CtnstitudoQ  simply  mean  that  before 
the  Ca|»^  is  birilt,  the  land  shall  havn 
been  granted  or  acquired? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH-— I  ask  the  hon- 
orable  member  for  Gippsland  to  apply  to 
this  question  the  same  common  sense  wbinh 
he  would  apply  to  any  business  transaction 
in  which  he  was  engaged.  I  understand 
the  words  "  shall  have  been "  in  section 
135  to  mean  something  that  has  occurm) 
beforehand :  not  sometaing  that  is  to  or* 
cur  in  the  future. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — Occurred  befcnre  what? 
Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.~If  the  Consti- 
tution had  intended  that  the  Capital  was 
to  be  within  territory  which  ^uld  be 
granted  in  the  future,  it  would  have  said, 
"  which  shall  be  granted,"  and  not  which 
shall  have  been  granted." 

Mr.  McLean. — I  should  construe  that 
section  to  mean  that  the  territory  must  be 
selected,  then  acquired,  and  the  Seat  of 
Government  then  built. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  am  quite 
with  the  bixiorable  member,  who  will  see 
how  the  difficulty  of  the  "shall"  and 
**should"  could  have  been  got  over.  In- 
stead of  passing  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
laying;  it  down  in  black  and  white  where 
the  territory  shall  be,  of  how  much 
land  it  shall  consist,  and  where  the  Capi- 
tal city  shall  be.  and  thereby  tj'ing  the 
hands  of  Ministers,  vtha  are  supposed  to 
negotiate,  we  should  have  passed  a  resolu- 
tion merely  intimating  the  wishes  of  the 
Federal  Parliament,  as  to  the  particular 
site  which  it  was  d^ired  should  be  placed 
at  our  disposal.  Ministers  would  thai  have 
had  a  free  hand  to  negotiate,  and  to  in- 
duce the  New  South  Wales  Government 
to  place  that  territory  at  our  disposal ;  and 
as  soon  as  the  land  had  been  granted,  we 
should  have  been  in  a  position  to  chtnse 
the  Capital  site. 

Mr.  Batcbelob. — ^The  honorable  and 
learned  member  voted  for  "  should "  last 
vear. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— After  the  Bill 
had  been  passed.  But  I  shall  repeat  what 
I  said  in  1903.  On  that  oRcasion.  after 
reading  secticxi  125,  I  said- — 

EvidcntW  tlie  framere  of  (be  Constitntion  as- 
znmed  either  that  some  State  would  grant  certain 
territory^  or  that  the  Commonweal th  would 
acquire  certain  territory,  before  Parliameat  chose 
a  ute,  and,  therefore,  the  section  provides  that 


the  Seat  of  Government  shall  be  determined  by 
the  Parliament,  not  within  territory  which  shall 
be  granted  or  acquired,  but  within,  territory  which 
shall  have  been  granted  or  acquired.  No  terri. 
tory  has  been  granted  or  acquired,  and  yet  we 
are  asked  to  pass  a  Bill  to  determine  the  Seat  of 
Government  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
to  the  fact  that  we  are  discussing  the  word 
"  nine,  '  in  relation  to  the  question  of  the 
area,  and  not  the  word  "  shall." 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— The  question  of 
the  use  of  the  word  "  shall  "  or  "  should  " 
has  been  discussed  at  great  length  by  the 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydn^, 
who  has  been  answered  by  the  Minister. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— 1  understood  that 
the  right  honorable  member  for  East  Syd- 
ney was  to  conclude  with  an  amendmoit 
which  would  have  necessitated  the  with- 
drawal of  the  amendment  now  befwe  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  hope  I  shall 
be  allowed  to  answer  one  observation  made 
by  the  Minister. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— But  if  I  allow  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  to  do  that, 
I  shall  have  to  allow  other  honorable  mem- 
bers the  same  latitude. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— The  debate  has 
now  g(»ie  on  for  two  hours,  and  I  have 
naturally  come  into  it  in  order  to  deal  with 
the  questions  which  have  been  discussed. 

The  CHAIR^L\N.— If  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  asks  leave  to  with- 
draw his  amendment,  and  the  Committee 
agree  to  that  course,  it  will  be  competent 
for  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Parkes  to  discuss  the  word  "  shalL" 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  ask  leave  to  with- 
draw the  amendment. 
Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  do  not  now 
propose  to  debate  the  question  further 
whether  the  wishes  of  the  House  should 
have  been  expressed  in  the  form  of  a  Bill ; 
it  is  too  late  to  do  so.  Last  year,  on  the 
same  ground,  I  took  this  exception  to  the 
Seat  of  Government  Bill  when  it  was  before 
the  House.  I  expressed  privately  to  the  then 
Prime  Minister  the  opinicm  which  I  am  now 
expressing,  namely,  that  having  regard  to 
the  vrording  of  secdwi  125,  the  wishes  of 
the  House  should  have  been  expressed  in 
the  form  of  a  resolution.  That  course 
would  have  got  rid  of  all  the  difficulty 
about  going  to  the  Government  of  New 
South  Wales,  "  pistol  in  hand " ;  it  would 
have  enabled  Ministers  to  approach  the 
Government  of  New  Sopth^WaUs*  and 
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negotiate  with  them,  with  a  free  hand,  for 
the  purpose  of  having  certain  territory 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  this  Parliament. 
To  show  that  I  am  not  speaking  without 
authority,  I  ask  the  C(»nmittee  to  listen  to 
the  following  passage  from  Quick  and  Gar- 
tan's  Annotated  Constitution  of  the  Austra- 
lian CommonweaUk: — 

The  chief  question  which  has  arisen  in  con- 
nexion with  these  words  is  whether  the  deteimiDa> 
tion  of  the  Seat  of  Government  rests,  in  the  last 
resort,  solely  with  the  Federal  Parliament,  or 
whether  the  Federal  Parliament  is  limited  in  its 
choice  to  sites  offered  by  the  Parliament  of  New 
South  Wales.  The  opening  words  of  the  section 
strongly  favour  the  former  view ;  but  it  has  been 
argued  that  the  words  "  shall  be  within  territory 
which  shall  have  been  granted  to  or  acquired  by 
the  Commonwealth"  point  to  a  prior  Act  of  Ces- 
sion by  the  Parliament  of  New  South  Wales. 

Therefore  I  am  not  alone  in  the  view  I  hold 
as  to  the  meaning  of  the  words  in  the  Con- 
stitutitm,  and  I  need  not  remind  honorable 
members  that  in  the  interpretation  of  an  Act 
of  Parliament  it  is  the  commonly -accepted 
reading  of  a  section  which  is  taken  by  a 
Court.     There  cannot  be  two  interpreta- 
tions  of    the  words   "shall    have  been 
granted,"  because,  if  the  Constitution  had 
contemplated  that  the  Federal  Parliament 
would  choose  a  site  within  territory  to  be 
granted  In  the  future,  as  we  are  proposing 
to  do,  the  words  "  shall  have  been  granted  " 
would  not  have  been  used.    I  do  not,  I  say, 
contend  that  we  should  now  seriously  con- 
sider the  substitution  of  a  resolution  for  an 
Act  of  Parliament;  but  what  I  have  said  is 
a  strong  argument  in  favour  of  our  limiting 
ourselves  to  the  selection  of  a  site.  If,  as  the 
honorable    member    for    Parramatta  has 
pointed  out,  we  :iot  only  provide  in  an  Act  of 
Parliament  for  the  determination  of  a  certain 
site,  but  lay  down  the  area  and  the  limita- 
tions of  the  Federal  territory,  our  Minis- 
teis  will  have  no  power  of  negotiation. 
Imagine  the  Prime  Minister  of  the  C<»n- 
monwealth  approaching  the  Premie-  :>f  New 
South  Wales  and  saying,  "  The  Parliament 
of  the  Commonweahh  has  passed  an  Act 
'determining'  where  the  Seat  of  Government 
<hall  be,  and  I  now  come  to  you,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  terms  of  the  Constitution,  to 
ask  you  to  place  certain  territory  at  our  dis- 
posal."   The  Premier  of  New  South  Wales 
might  be  willing  to  talk  about  it ;  but  the 
Prime  Minister  of  the  Commonwealth  would 
have  to  say,  *'  I  cannot  negotiate  with  you, 
because  the  Federal  Parliament  has  deter- 
mined where  the  Seat  of  Government  shall 
be,  and  what  the  limitations  and  the  area  of 
the  Federal  territory  shall  be."      If  he 
came  back  to  this  House  and  proposed  the 
Mr.  Bruet  Smith. 


acceptance  of  a  smaller  area  than  we 
determined  upcm,  we  should  be  in  the 
traordinary  position-  of  having  demani 
by  Act  of  Parliament,  something  which 
should  have  to  subsequently  forega  W< 
this  Parliament  then  pass  an  amending . 
going  back  upon  the  original  measure  ?  I 
the  Minister  in  charge  of  tht  Bill  how 
would  propose  to  act  under  such  circumsi 
res.    If  the  PrCTiier  of  New  South  W 
said,  "The  Constitution  provides  that 
Commonwealth  shall  have  not  less  than 
square  miles,  and  we  are  willing  to  j 
you  200  or  300  square  miles,  but  will 
entertain  a  demand  for  900  square  mile 
we  should  be  in  the  rather  unpleasant  p 
tion  of  having  determined  upcm  a  cen 
territory    which  we  could  not  get. 
Premier  of  New  South  Wales  naight  \ 
well  say,  "  You  have  followed  a  wrong  \ 
cedure.   Under  the  Constitution  you  she 
have  come  to  us,  and  told  us  where  you 
sired  your  Capital  site  to  be.  Then 
should  have  asked  us  to  place  at  your  * 
posal  such  territory  as  you  want,  and  as 
are  willing  to  give.    Afterwards,  it  wo 
bi;  for  you  to  determine  where  the  Cap 
should    be    within    the    territory  tl 
granted   by    us."    I   do   not,    I  '  rep< 
make    the    impracticable    proposal  i 
we    should    revert    to    the  passing 
a    resolution ;    but,    having  made 
mistake  of  passing  in  a  Bill  what  sboi 
have  been  in  the  form  of  a  motion — a  n 
take  which  has  been  pdnted  out  more  tl 
once,  both  to  the  last  Government  and 
this  Government — we  should  take  care  ti 
th;^  measure  is  sufficiently  elastic  to  g 
Rfinisters  a  free  hand,  subject  to  the  o 
firmation  of  Parliament,  to  negotiate  w 
the  Government  of  New  South  Wales.  Tj 
can  be  done  only  by  limiting  our9eIvei| 
an  expression  of  opinion,  such  as  we  hi 
in  clause  2.  as  to  where  the  Seat  of  4 
vernment  should  be.    Having  done 
and  ft  debate  having  taken  place  as  to 
should  be  the  extent  of  the  Commonwt 
territory,  we  should  refrain  from  pas 
clause  -J,  and  leave  it  to  Ministers  to 
tiate  with  the  Government  of  New 
Wales  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Websteh.— Could  we  not  indi( 
what  area  we  desire? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— Yes ;  but 
honorable  member  sees  the  objection  w 
has  been  offered  to  the  use,  in  the  Bill 
any  other  word  than  the  word  "shall." 
the  right  honorable  member  for  East  ! 
ney  has  pointed  out,  it  would  be  ver> 
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torial  direction  as  to  the  area  which  the 
Government  of  New  South  Wales  should 
f>Iace  at  our  disposaL     I  see  very  grave 
objection  to  the  proposed  insertion  of  the 
words  "  not  less  than  900  square  miles."  I 
Icnow  that  there  are  certain  honorable  mem- 
Ixsrs — though  I  am  not  aware  who  they 
aic— who  think  that  the  harbor  of  Two- 
fold Bay  should  be  within  the  Federal  ter- 
ritory.    If  that  be  agreed  upon,  whatever 
territory   is  arranged   for    should  extend 
<3own  to  the  sea,   and   include  Twofold 
Bay ;  but  if  Dalgety  were  chosen  as  the 
site  of  the  Seat  of  Government,  more  than 
c>oo  square  miles  of  territory  would  be  re- 
c]uired  to  take  in  that  Bay.  because  its  dis- 
tance from  Dalgety  is  no  miles. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Seventy  miles 
is  the  exact  distance. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— An  honorable 
member  who  I  believe  to  be  well  versed  in 
the  subject  has  stated  that  the  distancR  is 
1 10  miles.     That  being  so,  if  we  selected 
Dalgety,  and  wished  to  take  in  Twofold 
Bay,  we  should  have  to  arrange  for  a  ter- 
ritory no  miles  long   and  eight  or  nine 
miles  broad,  which  would  be  an  absurdity. 
If,  cm  the  other  hand,  it  is  intended  to  ac- 
quire all  the  country  within  thirty  miles  of 
the  Seat  of  Government,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve to  the  Commonwealth  whatever  value 
may  be  added  to  it  by  the  presence  of  the 
Capital,  it  will  be  impossible  to  take  in 
Twofold  Bay.     I  ask  honorable  members 
whether  they  have  any  data  for  a  rea&in- 
able  expectation  that  there  will  be  anv  greai 
increment  of  value.    Every  one  who  re- 
gards the  probable  future  of  the  Capita! 
without  enthusiastic  and  wild  apectation, 
must  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  it  can- 
not become  a  great  oxnmercial  centre.  Com 
mercial  centres  are  not  made;  they  evolve 
out  of  the  economic  circumstances  of  the 
country.     One  cannot,  by  establishing  th3 
Parliament  in  a  certain  place,  evolve  a  com- 
mercial centre  out  of  the  few  hotels  and 
boarding-houses  which  will  be  erected  for 
the  convenience  of  those  who  havn  to  £j 
theru. 

Mr.  Webstek. — Not  without  other  at- 
tractions. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH— If  the  circum- 
stances of  the  dty  are  such  as  to  make 
it  an  attractive  sanatorium  for  the  whole 
of  Australia,  a  small  town  may  grow  up, 
such  as  Bowral  or  Moss  Vale,  where  a  large 
number  of  people  may  go  in  the  summer 
months;  but  honorable  members  have  only 
to  look  at  the  sanatoria  of  Australia  of 
thirty  years'  growth  to  see  that  the  expected 


increment  will  be  infinitesimal.  To  suppose 
that  there  is  going  to  be  any  substantia] 
increment  at  a  distance  of  fifteen  miles  on 
either  side  of  the  Parliament  House,  in  a 
district  where  commerce  has  never  shown 
an  inclination  to  concentrate,  is  not  worthy 
of  sensible  men,  nor  would  the  probability 
justify  the  incurring  of  responsibility  in 
holding  an  unnecessarily  large  tract  of  land. 
I  shall,  therefore,  if  the  occasion  arises, 
vote  against  the  proposal  to  determine  that 
the  area  of  the  Seat  of  Government  shall 
be  not  less  than  900  square  miles.  We 
have  no  right  to  ask  New  South  Wales  to 
cede  such  an  area.  The  Minister  instanced 
the  separation  of  Vk;toria  and  of  Queens- 
land as  still  greater  concessims,  but  that 
was  an  entirely  different  matter.  At  the 
lime.  New  South  Wales  was  an  enormous 
liirritory  which  had  not  developed  to  any- 
thing like  the  present  importance  of  the 
State;  and  to  secure  better  local  Govern- 
ment, a  large  part  of  the  southern  portion 
ivas  made  into  the  new  Colony  of  Victoria, 
while  the  State  of  Queensland  was  divided 
off  on  the  north.  What  right  have  we, 
however,  when  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales  have  accepted  a  Constitution  prodd- 
ing for  a  territory  of  "  not  less  than  100 
square  miles,"  to  ask  tKem  to  place  at  our 
disposal  nine  times  that  area? 

Mr.  Websteh,— The  Constitution  does 
nut  say  definitely  that  the  area  shall  be  100 
square  miles. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  admit  that 
the  Constitution  says  "not  less  than  loo 
square  miles  " ;  but  if  we  were  to  ask  our 
constituents  for  ;^i,ooo  a  year,  on  the 
ground  that  Paxliament  has  the  power  to 
mcrease  our  remuneration  to  that  amount, 
or  if  the  Governor-General  were  to  say — 
"  It  is  provided  in  the  Constitution  that  I 
anl  to  have  not  less  than  ^^10,000  per  an- 
num, and  therefore  I  ask  for  ^^50,000," 
the  people  would  stand  aghast.  The  people 
of  New  South  Wales  would  regard  the  re- 
quest for  a  larger  area  of  territory  for  the 
Seat  of  Government  in  a  similar  manner. 
If  this  clause  were  omitted  altogether  we 
should  be  in  the  same  position  that 
wi  should  have  occupied  if  a  resolution 
had  been  adopted.  The  Bill  might  then 
be  regarded  as  a  rather  didactical  ex- 
pression of  opinion  on  the  part  of  this 
Parliament  that  we  desired  the  Capital  to 
be  at  such  and  such  a  place.  It  would  then 
be  open,  and  it  is  desirable  that  it  should 
be  open,  for  the  Government  to  approach 
New  South  Wales  and  ask — not  demand, 
I  but  ask — them  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the 
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C(»iuiionwealth  Parliament  such  territory, 
of  an  area  of  not  less  than  loo  square 
miles,  as  they  felt  disposed  to  give  us. 
I  st^mit,  therefore,  that  although  the  Go- 
vernment have  taken  an  entirely  wrong 
course  in  bringing  in  a  Bill  instead  of  sub- 
mitting a  resolution,  we  should  now  do  our 
best  to  so  frame  the  Bill  that  it  will  indi- 
cate clearly  what  the  Ccmimonwealth 
Parliament  desires  with  regard  to  the  posi- 
tion of  the  site,  at  the  same  time  leaving 
as  much  flexibility  as  possible  for  the 
negotiations  between  the  Government  and 
New  South  Wales.  We  should  not  pass 
a  Bill  laying  down  in  definite  terms  what 
shall  be  the  area  of  the  territory,  because 
if  we  do  so  we  shall  inevitably  tie  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  and  assume  a 
somewhat  offensive  attitude  towards  the  Go- 
vernment of  New  South'  Wales,  which  may 
stand  much  in  the  way  of  our  success  in 
dealinfT  with  them. 

Mr.  ISAACS  (Indi).— T  have  the  mis- 
fortune to  differ  very  materially  from  the 
hcHKirable  and  learned  member  for  Parkes. 
I  think  we  should  be  very  careful  to  re- 
member our  duties  as  well  as  our  rights 
under  the  Constitution,  and  that  it  has  been 
committed  to  the  Federal  Parliament  to  de- 
tprmine  the  site  of  the  Federal  Capital, 
and  the  extent  of  the  area  of  the  Federal 
territory. 

Mr.  DucALD  Thomson. — Without  limit. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— Without  •  any  further 
limit  than  the  reascHiable  discretion  of  this 
Parliament 

Mr.  Johnson. — Where  does  the  Com- 
stitution  Rive  us  that  authority? 

Mr.  ISAACS. — I  am  astonished  that  any 
honorable  member  should  overlook,  not 
mf-rely  the  right,  but  the  duty,  of  this  Par- 
liament to  exercise  its  discretion  as  to  the 
matters  intrusted  to  it. 

Mr.  Johnson. — ^Yes,  as  to  the  Seat  of 
Government,  not  the  Federal  territory. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber mean  to  say  that  the  Constitution  com- 
mitted to  the  Government  of  New  South 
Wales  the  sole  right  to  determine  the  area 
of  the  Federal  territory?   Does  any  honor- 
able member  mean  to  sav  that  we  have  | 
nothing  to  do  but  to  determine  the  spot  upcHi  i 
which  the  Federal  Capital  shall  be  built.  | 
and  that,  even  as  to  that,  we  are  to  go  cap- 
in-hand  to  the  Xew  South  Wales  GoTCm- 
ment ;  that  we  are  to  admit  that  it  is  onlv 
by  their  pe-mission  that  the  place  we  think 
most  desirable  can  be  selected  as  the  site  of 
the  Seat  of  Government,  and  that  if  (hey  do 


not  choose  to  give  us  that  site  we  diall  p( 
force  have  to  go  wherever  else  they  wis! 
New  South  Wales  made  it  an  essential  p< 
of  the  bargain  that  the  Federal  Capit 

should  be  established  within  that  State,  ai 
with  that  ccMidition,  and  the  further  limit 
tion  that  the  Capital  should  not  be  with 
loo  miles  of  Sydney,  the  Constitution  pi 
ndes  that  it  shall  be  left  to  the  discretion 
the  Federal  Parliament  to  determine  whe 
the  Capital  shall  be,  and  that  the  Capit 
when  established  shall  be  within  ternto 
of  a  certain  size  at  least.  When  the  Fe 
eral  Parliament  has  determined  in  its  wi 
.  dom  where  the  Capital  shall  be,  and  wfa 
'  area  shall  be  embraced  within  the  territo 
surrounding  it,  then,  and  then  only,  will  tl 
New  South  Wales  Government  be  free 
exercise  its  discretion  and  accede  to. our  r 
quest  or  refuse  it. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — Then,  according 
the  honorable  and  learned  member's  arg 
I  ment,  we  are  at  the  mercy  of  New  Sou 
Wales? 

Mr.  ISAACS.— Not  solely  at  the  men 
of  New  South  Wales.  The  argumen 
used  by  some  honorable  members  would  lea 

us  to  suppose  that  this  Parliament  h.i 
nothing  to  say  with  regard  to  the  determin: 
tion  of  the  Seat  of  Go\'emment.  I  coi 
tend,  however,  that  this  Parliament  h; 
not  onlv  the  first  word,  but  also  the  la 
word,  although  New  South  Wales  also  hi 
necessarily  some  roice  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Johnson. — How  does  the  bono 
able  member  view  the  provision  in  th 
Constitution  that  the  Capital  sball  \ 
situated  within  territory  "which  shall  hai 
been  granted  to  or  acquired  by  the  Cm 
monwealth." 

Mr.  ISAACS. — ^Tbe  Constitution  pro 
vides  that  the  Seat  of  Government  sha 
be  determined  by  the  Parliament  of  th 
Commonwealth.  It  may  be  determine! 
at  any  time.  It  is  furtiier  provided  th£ 
the  Seat  of  Government  shall  be — that  i 
when  it  exists  - —  within  territory  whic 
shall  have  been  granted  to  or  acquired  h\ 
the  Commonwealth.  That  is  .to  say,  w 
can  determine  now,  oc  at  any  future  time 
where  the  Capital  shall  be.  But  who)  i 
is  est^li^ed— at  the  moment  of  its  estab 
lishment — ^it  shall  be  within  territory  whid 
shall  have  been  already  granted'  to  o 
acquired  by  the  Commonwealth.  Thi 
granting  to  the  Commonwealth,  or  the  ar 
quisition  bv  the  Commonweahh,  is  .tntt> 
cedent  to  the  establishment  of  the  Capi 
t.il,  but  not  to  the  determination  of  th 
Seat  of  Government.  j 
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Mr.  Bbuce  Smith,  —  This  Bill  deter- 
r^uoes  the  territory  in  which  the  Capital 
t&all  be  establithed.  iind  the  area  of  sixdi 
evritory. 

Mr.  ISAACS.  —  The  honorable  and 
earned  member  is  departing  slightly  from 
'k.ls  original  argument. 

Mr.  Johnson. — But  suppose  the  Oovem- 
cn«nt  of  New  South  Wales  refused  to  grant 
^kxe  territorv  desired  bv  the  Common- 
wealth? 

Mr.  ISAACS.— Then  the  Capital  oould 
not  be  established  unless  this  Parliament 
determined  to  take  private  land  for  the 
IDurpose.     We  might,  if  we  chose,  select 
3.    stati(Hi  embracing  a  sufficient  area  of  | 
laLnd,  and  acquire  it  for  the  purpose  of  1 
establishing  the  Federal  Capital.     There-  ] 
fore,  we  are  not  wholly  dependent  upon  | 
the  New  South  Wales  Government.  All 
tliat  depends  upon  them  is  the  grant  of 
Crown  land  free  of  payment,  and  the  Cffln- 
inonwealth  has  a  power  of  acquisition,  with 
regard  to  land  other  than  Crown  lands 
which  may  be  obtained  by  grant.  Hon- 
orable members  grasp  the  wrong  end  of 
the  stidc  vhen  tbey  say  that  all  we  have 
to  do  is  merely  to  say  that  the  Capital 
shall  be  at  Dalgety,  and  to  go  no  further ; 
to  give  instruction  to  the  Government ;  to  let 
them   enter  upon   negotiations   with  the 
New  South  Wales  Government,  and,  if  that 
Government  chooses  to  say,  "  We  will  give 
vou  onlv  100  square  miles,"  to  rest  con- 
tent.    Is  that  the  will  of  Parliament?  I 
think  not. 

Mr.  Bbuce  Sbctth. — ^If  we  cannot  get  any 
more,  what  are  we  to  do? 

Mr.  ISAACS.— Then  we  should  deter- 
mine not  to  establi^  the  Capital  there. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — That  is  a  dis- 
tinctly Victorian  view  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Johnson. — According  to  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  the  Common- 
wealth could  demand  from  New  South 
Wales  the  whole  of  her  territory. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— We  are  not  doing  an^r- 
thine  of  that  kind.  As  a  member  of  this 
Parliament  I  am  not  willing  to  surrender 
the  rights  and  discretion  of  this  Parlia- 
ment to  the  will  of  any  State.  If  in  our 
wisdom  we  thought  that  the  future  re- 
quirements of  the  Federal  Capital  ren- 
dered advisable  a  reservation  of  500,  600, 
or  900  square  miles,  should  we  establish  the 
Caintal  in  a  particular  area,  even  though  we 
could  secure  only  100  square  miles?  That  is 
not  my  view.  Although  I  have  bem  from  the 
first  detnminfcd  that  there  dumld  be  no 
unnecessary  delay  in  the  establishment  of 


the  Federal  Capital,  I  am  not  willing  to 
surrender  the  duty  imposed  upon  me  as  a 
member  of  tfiis  Parliament  to  see  that  the 
best  is  done  for  Australia.  We  have  been 
told  that  it  is  our  duty  to  say  nothing 
about  the  extent  of  the  territory. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — At  present. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — Are  we  ever  to  do  so? 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — -Yes,  certainly, 

Mr.  ISAACS.— Then  let  us  consider 
where  that  would  lead  us.  We  have  been 
told  that  we  should  first  pass  a  resolution 
indicating  our  desire  for  certain  territory, 
and  that  the  Government  should  then  nego- 
tiate, and,  if  possible,  secure  such  territory. 
How  could  the  Government  be  empowered 
to  do  that  by  resolution  ?  How  (x>uld  they 
go  to  the  New  South  Wales  Government 
and  say,  "We  want  certain  territwy  "? 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith.— The  resolution 
would  confer  the  necessary  power. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— Coiild  the  Government, 
in  such  a  case,  guarantee  that  the  Federal 
Parliament  would  afterwards  determine 
that  the  Capital  should  be  established 
within  that  territory  ?  Certainly  not. 
Suppose  the  New  South  Wales  Government 
said,  "We  will  grant  you  100  square  miles," 
and  the  Federal  Parliament  afterwards 
determined  that  the  Capital  should  not  be 
situated  within  the  territory  granted  by 
New  South  Wales?  What  would'  then 
happen?  Afe  we  to  hamper  any  future 
Parliament?  We  might  pass  a  resolution 
to-day,  and  the  Government  might  enter 
into  negotiations,  and  before  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  land  was  concluded,  another 
Parliament  might  come  into  existence,  and 
say,  "We  think  that  the  site  selected  is  an 
unproper  one.  and  we  shall  not  establish 
the  Capital  there." 

Mr.  Bbuce  SMrrn.— We  should  not  be 
m  any  worse  position  than  if  we  passed 
this  Bill. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— I  differ  entirelv  from 
my  hcmorable  and  learned  friend.'  If  we 
once  pass  a  Bill  enacting  that  the  Capital 
Miall  be  m  a  certain  spot,  and  that  the  Fede- 
ral territory  shall  contain  a  certain  area, 
the  moment  the  territorv  is  acquired 
the  Capital  will  necessarilv  be  established. 
In  that  case,  there  would  be  a  determina- 
tion within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitu- 
tion;  whereas  a  resolution  could  not  be 
regarded  as  embodying  a  determination. 
SuTjpose,  for  instance,  we  could  not  obtain 
quite  100  square  miles,  or  quite  000  Sf>uan; 
miles— according  to  the  terms  of  the  reso- 
lution—would the  Government  be  em- 
powered to  acquire  private  land  to  make 
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good  the  deficiency?  I  cannot  see  that  a 
resolution  would  convey  any  such  autho- 
rity. Is  it  to  be  said  that  all  the  land  is 
to  be  granted  or  acquired  by  the  Federal 
Parliament,  and  the  price  paid  for  it,  and 
that  then  the  Federal  Parliament  is  to  sei 
about  a-nsidering  whether  that  territory 
should  embrace  the  site  of  tlie  Federal 
Capital?  With  all  respect  to  my  honor- 
able friends,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  ab- 
surd to  advance  any  such  contention. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — A  resumption  Act 
would  have  to  be  passed  to  empower  the 
Government  to  take  the  land,  and  com- 
pensate the  owners. 

:Mr.  ISAACS.— What  we  have  to  do  at 
present  is  perfectly  plain.  We  have  to 
determine  where  the  Capital  shall  be,  and 
also  thn  area  of  public  land  that  shall  sur- 
round it.  and  when  that  is  done,  and  cmly 
then,  the  Government  will  have  a  man- 
date to  set  about  negotiating  with  the  Go- 
vmiment  of  New  South  Wales,  with  a 
view  to  ascertain  whether  the  desired  terri- 
tory can  be  obtained.  If  we  can  secure 
it  all  wiil  be  plain;  if  we  cannot  obtain 
all  we  require  in  the  shape  of  Crown  lands 
by  grant  we  can  acquire  the  balance. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — How  are  we  to  ac- 
quire it? 

^fi.  ISAACS.— Under  an  Act  of  Par 
liajment. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — Exactly;  under  a 
resumption  Act. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — ^A  resumption  Act  would 
be  required  under  any  scheme.  We  should 
have  to  pass  a  law  providing  for  the  re- 
sumptions and  the  payment  of  a  fair  price 
for  the  land.  We  should,  however,  pro- 
ceed about  our  work  in  an  orderly  man- 
ner, and  not  in  the  haphazard  way  sug- 
gested by  some  honorable  members.  If 
we  do  not  pass  this  clause  we  shall  simply 
enact  that  the  Capital  shall  be  in  a  cer- 
tain spot,  and,  at  the  same  time,  say,  in 
effect,  "We  care  not  whether  or  not  the 
territory  embraces  only  loo  square  miles." 
That  is  not  the  will'  of  this  Parliament 
If  we  once  did  that,  New  South  Wales 
could  turn  round  and  say  "We  shall 
not  give  you  more  than  loo  square 
miles.  You  have  already  determined  the 
Seat  of  the  Government,  and  you  cannot 
help  yourselves."  Tf  I  thought  for  a  -mo- 
ment that  the  u.se  of  the  word  "shall," 
in  connexion  with  the  decision  as  to  the 
atea  to  be  comprised  within  the  Federal 
territory,  would  offer,  in  the  smallest  de- 
gree, an  aflFront  to  New  South  Wales,  I 


should  be  one  of  the  first  to  agree  to  s 
stitute  some  other  expression.  In  my  vi 
however,  it  would  do  nothing  of  the  ki 
It  is  not  a  mandate,  but  merely  a  decl: 
tion  in  ordinary  parliamentary  form 
to  the  area  which  shall  be  embraced  w 
in  the  Federal  territory.  The  clause  i 
simple  declaration  that,  in  the  opinion 
this  Parliament — and  this  is  the  only  i 
'm  which  ParliapientI  can  express 
opinion  definitely  —  the  Federal  terril 
must  contain  an  area  of  so  many  squ 
miles.  Then,  if  New  Soudi  Wales  i 
its  way  to  give  us  such  territory,  we 
establish  the  Capital. 

Mr.  Kelly. — In  other  words,  we  sho 
not  hcmour  the  bond  unless  we  get  soi 
thing  for  it. 

Mr.    ISAACS.— Does    the  honora 
member  contend  that  the  Federal  comp 
requires  us  to  give  New  South  Wales 
Capital ;  and  that  Xew  South  Wales  \i 
have  the  sole  voice  in  determining  the 
tent  of  the  Federal  territory. 

Mr.  Kelly. — It  must  contain  an  area 
"  not  less  than  loo  square  miles." 

Mr.  ISAACS.— Of  course.  But  i 
honorable  friend  wishes  to  read  into  i 
Constitution  the  words  "  not  more "  tl 
loo  square  miles. 
Mr.  Kelly. — Not  unreasonably  more 
Mr.  ISAACS. — When  a  power  is  ves( 
in  Parliament  there  is  no  limitation 
garding  the  exercise  of  that  power,  si 
its  own  discretion. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Then  why  limit  I 
fmwer  of  this  Parliament  in  regard  to  i 
smallness  of  the  territory? 

Mr.  ISAACS. — That  condition  was  \ 
posed  by  the  will  of  the  people,  who  { 
ciared  that  the  area  of  the  Seat  of  Go\*o' 
ment  should  embrace  at  least  loo  .squi 
miles,  and  as  much  mom  as  Parliaml 
chose  to  acquire.  I 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^WHv  should  Q 
Parliament  be  fettered  at  afl? 

Mr.  ISAAiCS.— The  question  wbichj 
honorable  member  should  put  is, 
did  not  the  Constitution  fix  the  area  ?"  i 
fact  remains  that  it  did  not.  It  left  j 
matter  to  be  determined  by  this  Pan 
ment.  ^  I  am  not  urging  that  900  sqq 
miles  is  a  proper  area  to  acquire,  wj 
I  am  arguing  is  that  it  is  for  this  Pa^ 
ment  to  decide  what  is  a  prt^r  area.  Tl 
decision  is  not  left  to  the  will  or  disc 
tion  of  any  State. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— It  is  not  left 
this  Parliament,  eitho:. 
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Mr.  ISAACS.— It  is  for  this  Parlia 
''^■^t  to  say,  as  a  condition  precedent  to 
he  establishment  of  the  Seat  of  Govem- 
nent  what  area  the  Federal  territory  shall 
[omprise.  I  read  into  section  125  of  the 
constitution,  practically  a  direction  that 
S^*arliament  shall  determine  the  area  of  the 
Kederal  territory.  Seeing  that  the  Con- 
stitution provides  that  that  territory  shall 
embrace  not  less  than  100  square  miles,  it 
stands  to  reason  that  somebody  must  deter- 
mine its  extent  Surely  it  is  not  a  mat- 
ter for  the  Government  to  settle,  and  as 
it  cannot  be  settled  by  the  High  Court,  it 
must  have  been  left  to  Parliament  to  deter- 
mine. 

Air.  JoseVh  Cook. — The  area  of  loo 
square  miles  mentioned  in  the  Constitution 
is  in  itself  a  limitation. 

Mr.  ISAACS — It  is  a  minimum  limita- 
tion. 

Mr-  Joseph  Cook. — Parliament  cannot 
enact  that  the  territory  shall  contaiik  art 
area  of  ninety-nine  square  miles. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— Exactly.  Therefore  1 
say  that  where  the  Constitution  intends  that 
a  limitation  shall  be  imposed  upon  Parlia- 
ment, it  expressly  declares  it,  and  where 
it  does  not  intend  that  a  maximtmi  liniita- 
tiori  shall  apply,  it  does  not  declare  it.  It 
is  idle  to  talk  about  what  is  reasonable. 
Who  is  to  determine  that  ? 

Sir.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  limitation  is 
practically  in  the  nature  of  a  general  direc- 
tion. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — The  limitation  is  to  be 
found  in  our  own  discretion,  and  I  hope 
that  that  will  always  be  reasonably  exer- 
cised. When  we  come  to  determine  the  area 
of  the  Federal  territory,  which  is  a  totally 
different  matter  from  that  with  which  we 
are  now  dealing,  it  will  no  doubt  be  decided 
by  the  best  evidence  we  can  bring  to  bear 
uix>n  it.    I  hope  that  nobody  will  even  con- 
sider that  by  agreeing  to  the  proposal  of 
the  Government  we  shall  offer  an  affront 
to  Xew  South  Wales.     That  is  a  course 
of  action  which  I  for  one  would  not  tolerate 
for  an  instant.    I  do  say,  however,  that 
this  provision  is  merely  a  declaration  in 
ordinary  enacting  form  of  the  will  of  Par- 
liament.   We  have  declared  thai:  the  Seat 
of  Government  shall  be  within  seventeen 
miles   of   Dalgetv.    Whv  should  we  say 
to  New  South  Wales,  «  We  shall  have  that 
site  or  we  shall  talce  no  other?"     But  we 
do  say  it.     We  declare  "  We  will  not  have 
the  Capital  at  all  unless  you  permit  it  to 
be  located  there."     Suppose  that  New 


South  Wales  replies,  "  Oh,  no;  we  are  per- 
fectly willing  to  provide  you  with  land  at 
Lyndhurst  or  Lake  George,  but  we  are 
not  prepared  to  give  yo\i  land  at  Dal- 
gety." 

Mr.  Kelly. — ^D^es  not  the  ConstitU' 
tion  give  us  the  absolute  power  to  choose 
a  site? 

Mr.  ISAACS. — Of  course  it  does,  and 
it  also  gives  us  absolute  power  to  fix  the 
area  of  the  Federal  terntory.  It  does 
not  limit  that  area;  it  merely  fixes  the 
minimum. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook, — ^And  contains  a 
general  direction  regarding  that  area. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — -No;  it  is  not  a  general 
direction.  V-pan  one  point  I  agree  with 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Parkes,  who  a£5nns  that  having  fixed  the 
site  of  the  Seat  of  Government  at  Dalgety 
it  is  essential  that  we  should  have  free 
access  to  it- 
Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — I  did  not  say  that. 
I  argued  upon  the  hypothesis  that  some 
honorable  members  might  think  it  neces- 
sary that  there  should  be  free  access  to  the 
Seat  of  Government. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — Perhaps  I  misunder- 
stood my  honorable  friend. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — Most  certainly. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— If  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  did  not  argue  in  that  way, 
he  ought  to  have  done  so.  At  a  later 
stage  I  intend  to  move  that  the  following 
words  be  added  to  the  clause,  "and  shall 
have  access  to  the  sea."  I  think  it  is  in 
the  highest  degree  important  

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  is  100  miles  to 
the  sea  from  Dalgety. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — I  am  informed  that  the 
distance  is  only  seventy  miles.  At  any  rate, 
the  Federal  Capital  should  be  freely  ac- 
cessible from  the  sea.  I  believe  that  the 
Federation  ought  to  have  full  and  unim* 
peded  means  of  access  to  the  Seat  of  Go- 
vernment from  the  sea.  It  ought  to  ha\-e 
the  means  of  constructing  its  own  railways. 
It  ought  not  to  be  dependent  on  the  good- 
will of  any  State  in  regard  to  intervening 
land.  For  instance,  we  ought  not  to  be 
entirely  at  the  mercy  of  New  South  Wales, 
however  well  disposed  that  State  might  be, 
in  regard  to  the  means  of  access  to  the 
Federal  Capital.  We  ought  not  to  be  com- 
pelled to  travel  to  Cooma  in  order  to  reach 
Dalgety,  but  access  to  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment through  Federal  territory  and  by 
Federal  means  of  transit  should  be  open  to 
all  the  States  in  common^  . 
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Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  better 
plan  would  be  to  resume  the  whole  of  New 
South  Wales. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — Is  the  area  of  that  State 
so  limited  that  it  cannot  afford  to  part  with 
what  is  equivalent  to  thirty  miles  square  ? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — That  is  not  the 
pro\*ision  which  is  ccxitained  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — ^The  measure  provides 
for  the  acquisition  of  a  territory  comprising 
900  square  miles. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — No.  It  pro- 
vides for  the  acquisition  of  an  area  of  not 
less  than  900  square  miles.  The  honorable 
and  learned  member  wishes  the  Federal 
territory  to  extend  to  the  sea. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— Undoubtedly  I  da 

Mr.  Kelly. — Does  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  wish  to  preserve  the  un- 
earn^  increment  for  the  Commonwealth? 

Mr.  ISAACS.— That  is  quite  another 
question.  I  am  dealing  now  with  the 
means  of  access;to  the  Seat  of  Government. 
I  take  it  that  to  provide  for  the  expansion 
of  the  Federal  Capital — irrespective  of 
whether  it  has  a  commercial  future  or  only 
a  political  one — a  very  considerable  area  of 
territory  ought  to  be  acquired.  Looking  to 
the  future,  we  ought  to  see  that  provision 
is  made  for  access  to  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment from  Twofold  Bay  through  Federal 
territorj*. 

Mr.  McWaUAMS. — ^Then  we  ought  to 
select  Bombala. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Why  so? 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Because  it  is  much 
closer  to  the  sea  than  is  Dalgety. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — I  am  not  discussing  that 
matter  at  the  present  time.  I  think  I  have 
said  all  that  I  proposed  to  say.  and  I  do 
hope  that  honorable  members  will  recol- 
lect— as  the  other  Chamber  has  recollected 
— that  they  are  here  to  declare  their  will 
fearlessly,  without  offence  to  any  State 
or  any  person.  At  the  same  time,  I  am 
absolutely  certain  that  we  are  not  doing 
anything  offensive  to  the  great  State  of 
Xew  South  Wales — I  hope  nobody 
will  ever  dream  that  we  are — by  affirming 
in  plain,  simnle  language,  our  determina- 
tion in  regard  to  the  area  which  the  Fede- 
ral territory  shall  embrace.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  trust  that  the  Government 
will  retain  the  clause  in  its  present  fomi. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney). — ^The  speech  of  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Tndi — ^which  I 
will  not  venture  to  nuestion  from  the  stand- 
point of  the  legal  interpretation  which  he 
oUces  on  this  provision  ~  rather  aston- 


ished me,  so  far  as  it  related  to 
claim  wiiich  he  considers  the  Conui 
wealth  has  upon  New  South  Wales  in 
gard  to  the  Federal  territory.  He  St. 
that  rather  than  surrender  to  the  will 
any  State  he  would  refuse  to  choose  a 
for  the  Seat  of  Government.  I  cc 
understand  that  declaration  ooming  f: 
an  honor^Ie  member  who  desires  to  inc 
nitely  postpone  the  selection  of  the  Fedi 
Capital,  but  I  cazmot  understand  it  con: 
from  one  who  is  ready  to  prcHnptly  { 
effect  to  the  provisicms  of  the  Constiiut 
Is  our  will — whatever  it  may  be — witl: 
consideration  of  the  rights,  the  equit 
and  even  the  sentiments  of  New  So 
Wales,  to  be  enforced  upon  thAt  State.  : 
if  that  State  declines  to  allow  of  its 
forcemeat,  are  we  to  declare  that  we  f 
not  give  effect  to  the  pTovisi<His  of  the  C 
stitution  ? 

Mr.  Isaacs. — That  is  not  what  I  s: 
What  I  said,  in  effect,  was  that  the  will 
no  State  should  be  allowed  to  stand  in 
way  of  national  sentiment  and  national 
quirements. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON. — ^Acco 
ing  to  the  view  entertained  by  the  hon 
able  and  learned  member,  no  considerai 
should  be  given  to  the  request  of  that  St 
for  ordinary  fair  treatment,  in  regard 
what  was  understood  to  be  the  meaning 
the  Constitution.  He  has  told  us  th 
according  to  his  legal  opinion,  every  i: 
of  the  State  of  New  South  Wales  csould 
resumed  by  the  Commonwealth  for 
ral  territory. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — Who  said  so? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  ht 
orable  and  learned  member  said  so. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — I  beg  the  honorable  me 
ber's  pardon. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON— The  hi 
orable  and  learned  member  declared  tl 
no  maximum  area  was  imposed  by  the  Cc 
stitution,  but  only  a  minimum,  and  th 
therefore,  the  Commonwealth  can  take 
much  as  it  sees  lit'.  As  a  ma: 
of  fact,  I  do  not  think  that  is 
although  I  should  be  very  reluctant  to  i 
my  opinion  upon  legal  matters  against  tl 
of  the  honorable  and  learned  member.  Si 
there  are  manv  good  lawyers  who  enlerij 
a  very  different  view.  I  think  that  a 
Court  would  decide  that  the  area  of  t 
Federal  territory  must  reasonably  apprr-: 
mate  to  the  minimum  of  100  square  mil 
prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  unless.  ?• 
matter  of  negotiation.  New  Stmth  W.il 
chooses  to  grant  a  mu^larger  area.    I : 
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le  hmnrable  member  for  South  Sydney,  I 
not  averse  to  that  State  ceding  a  larger 
ctent  of  territory  if  she  chooses  to  do  so, 
though  I  persOTially  object  to  large  areas. 

'Sit.  Fisher. — Suppose  that  New  South 
TaJes  refuses  to  negotiate  with  the  Com- 
lonwealth  upon  any  terms  other  than  by 
ranting  it  a  territory  comprising  100 
r^uare  miles? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON— I  do  not 
ay  that  that  State  has  any  right  to  ad- 
lere  roo  closely  to  the  minimum  area  of 
[  00  square  miles.  The  Constitution  de- 
rlares  that  there  should  be  an  extension  of 
■hat  area  if  necessarj-,  but  the  extension 
should  be  merely  of  a  give-and-take  cha- 
racter, for  which  we  see  necessity,  or 
consider  the  natural  features  of  the 
country  require  it.  The  intention  of 
the  Convention  in  this  connexion  is  very 
clear,  although  it  was  not  the  Convention 
which  prescribed  the  minimum  area  of  100 
square  miles.  The  idea  of  the  author  of 
th.it  limitation  was  that  the  Federal  terri- 
tor>'  should  embrace  an  area  of  approxi- 
mately 100  square  miles.  The  right  hon- 
f.rable  member  for  Swan  was  its  author, 
and  from  the  official  report  of  the  Conven- 
tion debates,  I  find  that  when  the  area  of 

that  territory  was  under  consideration,  he 

interjected,  **  Make  it  100  square  miles." 

A  little  later,  in  speaking,  he  said — 

I  should  like  to  see  it  laid  down  in  the  Bill 
that  the  Federal  area  shall  contain  not  less  than 
too  sqnmre  milei. 

Mr.  Glvkn. — It  wag  also  intended  that 
the  large  cities  should  be  excluded  from 
becoming  the  Seat  of  Government  by  that 

provision. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  cannot 
say.  It  appears  to  me  that  on  that 
point  arguments  were  advanced  upon  both 
sides.  Some  desired  to  have  the  Seat  of 
Government  located  in  the  capital  of  a 
Strite,  and  others  did  not.  Evidently  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan  thought 
that  100  square  miles  was  a  desirable  area 
to  acquire,  in  order  that  the  city  might  be 
laid  out  in  a  manner  worthy  of  its  import 
ance.  Subsequently  the  very  words  ■^rfiich 
he  suggested  in  the  speech  to  which  I  have 
referred  were  irKXffporated  in  the  Pre- 
miers' agreement,  and  embodied  in  the  Con- 
stitution, which  was  accepted  by  the  people 
of  Australia.  I  do  not  argue  that  the  Go- 
vernment of  New  South  Wales  ought  not  to 
pive  every  consideration  to  the  require- 
ments which  the  CcKnmonwealth  may  put 
before  it.  We  must  have  a  .  given  area. 
In  some  localities  one  area  would  be  desir- 


able,  and   in   another  a  different  area. 
When  we  demand  from  a  State  what  we  do 
not  yet  know  will  be  of  the  slightest  value 
to  us,  and  without  good  reason  say  we 
must  have  cur  own  way,  we  indicate  a 
desire  to  humiliate  that  State.      It  is  a 
proposal,  by  taking  a  large  area,  to  cut  our- 
selves off  from  the  State,   even  if  the 
characteristics  of  the  country  we  acquire 
render  that  area  undesirable.  The  Minister 
of  Home  Affairs  referred  to  the  question  as 
if  the  Bill  merely  provided  that  an  area  of 
900  square  miles  shall  be  acquired,  and 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Indi 
also  spoke  of  the  same  area.    I  interjected 
at  the  time  that  the  Bill  provides  not  that 
an  area  of  goo  square  miles  shall  be  ac- 
quired, but  that  an  area  of  "  not  less  than  " 
900  miles  shall  be  secured.      That  is  a 
very   important   distinction.     Under  the 
clause  as  it  stands  it  would  be  possible  for 
the  Government  to  ask,  as  suggested  by  an 
honorable  member  of  another  place,  for  an 
area  of  20,000  square  miles.    I  am  alto- 
gether opposed  to  the  acquiring  of  a  large 
area,  although  I  am  not  averse  to  negotia- 
tiOTS  on  the  part  of  the  Parliament  for 
what  may  be  considered  a  suitable  piece  of 
country.    I  am  personally  opposed  to  the 
acquiring  of  a  large  area  simply  because  I 
consider  that  it  would  be  undesirable.  No 
unearned  increment  would  attach  to  some  of 
the  territory  taken  under  such  a  proposal 
as  this,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  in  respect 
to  some  portion  of  the  area  the  Common- 
wealth would  regret  the  purchase  that  it 
would  be  compelled  to  make.   If  it  be  not 
intended  that  the  area  to  be  acquired  shall 
exceed  900  square  miles,  why  not  insert 
in  the  Bill  a  provision  to  that  effect?  Why 
not  provide  that  an  area  "  not  exceeding  900 
square  miles"  shall  be  acquired?    I  be- 
lieve, however,  that  objection  could  be  taken 
to  even  stich  a  limitation  as  that,  because, 
by  taking  over  a  slightly  increased  area,  we 
might  be  able  to  secure  mudi  better  boun- 
daries. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — We  might  fix  a  minimum 
and  a  maximum;  there  might,  perhaps,  be 
some  reason  for  that. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  mini- 

m,um  is  already  fixed. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — ^The  honorable  member  is 
referring  to  the  minimum  fixed  by  the  Con- 
stitution ;  I  am  speaking  of  a  minimum  and 
a  maximum  to  be  fixed  by  the  Parliament. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  does  not  pro- 
pose that  the  area  to  be  acquired  should  ex- 
ceed 900  square  miles  ?      ^  . 
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Mr.  Isaacs.— No,  I  say  that  we  might 
provide  that  the  area  shall  be  not  less  than 
800  square  miles,  and  not  more  than  900 

square  miles. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Such  an 
alteration  would  hardly  be  worth  making. 
The  Minister  of  Home  Affairs  spoke  of  the 
way  in  which  New  South  Wales  had  been 
whittled  away  since  the  establishment  of 
that  State,  and  seemed  to  think  that  it  had 
become  so  accustomed  to  that  process  that 
we  had  only  to  continue  it. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — I  did  not  think  any- 
thing of  the  kind. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  hon- 
orable gentleman  said  that  this  area  and 
that  area  had  been  taken  away  from  New 
South  Wales. 

Mr.  Batchelor.— I  said  that  there  was 
a  greater  outcry  over  the  proposal  to  ac- 
quire this  territory  than  there  was  over  mak- 
ing Queensland  a  separate  Colony. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— There 
were  good  reasons  for  the  establishment  of 
Queensland  as  a  separate  State,  but  I  can- 
not see  any  reason  for  the  proposal  that, 
without  knowing  how  the  land  is  to  be 
utilized,  without  a  knowledge  of  the  outlines 
of  the  territory,  without  any  information  as 
to  what  area  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Seat  of 
Government  is  worth  taking  over,  we  should 
take  over  not  less  than  900  square 
miles,  whether  the  land  be  good  or 
not.  We  are  to  provide  for  a  minimum, 
and  to  say  to  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales,  "  If  you  disagree  with  our  pro- 
posal we  have  no  right  to  surrender  our- 
selves to  your  will,  and  you  shall  get  no 
Capital  in  your  State."  That  attitude 
might  be  followed  by  eventualities  which 
I  should  be  very  sorry  to  see.  In  the  in- 
terests, not  of  New  South  Wales,  but  of 
Australia,  I  am  absolutely  opposed  to  the 
idea  that  we  should  acquire  a  territory 
which  we  may  approach  without  setting 
foot  on  New  South  Wales  soil.  If 
there  be  anything  foreign  to  a  'Federal 
union  it  is  the  feeling  that  we  cannot  es- 
tablish our  Government  in  any  State — I 
care  not  what  State  it  is — without  the  ex- 
pectation that  the  people  of  that  State  will 
become  antagonistic  to  us.  If  honorable 
members  hold  such  an  opinion,  I  can  only 
say  that  we  have  not  advanced  far  to- 
wards, the  realization  of  the  true  spirit  of 
Federal  union. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Do  not  all  our  laws  indi- 
cate that  we  have  the  power  to  compel  the 
States  to  do  certain  things  ? 


Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— It  ! 
not  even  dreamt  of  in  the  Conventicm  g 
the  Federal  Conference,  and  it  has  n 
been  dreamt  of  in  certain  other  Federati 
What  was  the  mmto  of  those  who  ai 
cated  Federation?  Was  it  not  " One  pecj 
one  destiny?"  Yet  here  we  are  seej 
to  make  ourselves  a  separate  people; 
insult  a  State;  to  say  to  the  peopl^ 
thai  State,  *'  We  cannot  put  such  trui 
you  as  to  allow  it  to  be  necessary  for  pet 
to  pa,ss  through  your  territory  in  ordtj 
reach  the  Federal  iCapital;  we  musi 
able  to  get  from  the  Federal  Capitaj 
the  sea  without  passing  over  a  foot  of  i 
soil.  If  we  do  not  dstain  that  roeanj 
ingress,  and  of  egress,  we  shall  not  ei 
lish  our  Capital  in  your  State."  Is  th^ 
attitude  that  is  calculated  to  breed  g 
will  between  the  States?  Is  that  an  I 
tude  that  is  likely  to  make  us  one  pc 
with  one  destiny?  I  presume  that  if 
area  is  obtained  the  Government  w^ill; 
for  a  large  vote  for  fortifications,  bee 
of  a  fear  that  the  people  of  New  S 
Wales,  or  of  the  rest  of  Australia, 
attack  the  Federal  Executive  Insteal 
seeking  to  realize  the  Federal  motto, 
people,  one  destiny,"  we  are  endeavoil 
to  create  two  separate  destinies  for 
people.  We  are  saying,  in  effect,  tq 
people  of  one  State,  compriang  a  thifi 
the  people  of  Australia^  that  we  shoul(j 
trust  ourselves  to  go  among  them,  becj 
if  we  did  we  might  not  be  permitte 
leave  their  territory.  To  my  mind  llii 
worse  than  ridiculous. 

Mr.  CoNROY. — Why  do  we  trust 
selves  to  come  here? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON. -If 
were  in  danger  here  we  might  escape,  i' 
were  lucky,  by  the  Yarra,  but  1 
suggestion  that  we  cannot  trust  a  Stati 
to  my  mind,  one  of  the  lowest  as] 
from  which  to  regard  the  Federation.; 
there  are  other  good  reasons  for  this  | 
posal  they  may  be  considered ;  but  i 
can  we  expect  any  State  to  give  us  a  1 
portion  of  its  coast  line,  anci  to  ca\ 
its  own  territory  north  and  south,  si^ 
for  the  reason  which  is  implied,  if  noj 
pressed,  that  we  cannot  trust  the 
of  the  State  to  give  us  means  of  acce| 
and  of  egress  frcAn  the  Federal  terri 
I  trust  that  the  word  "stioiild"  wil 
substituted  for  the  word  "shall"  loj 
clause.  The  last  Parliament  adopted, 
courteous  policy,  and  we  should  do  the  s| 
The  honorable  and  learned  member  for  1 
says  that  in   the  Constitution  the  i 
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'  sliall  "  is  used  in  reference  to  the  Seat 
»f  Go%-ernment.  In  that  respect  greater 
curtesy  was  shown  than  is  proposed  to  be 
lisplayed  in  connexiun  with  the  taking  over 
)f  the  Federal  territory.  The  Governmenl 
>f  New  South  Wales  was  ccHnmunicated 
irith  in  reference  to  the  matter,  but  even 
ufore  that  stage  had  been  reached  it 
shoved  its  willingness  to  assist  the  Fede- 
ral Failiament  in  selecting  the  Seat  of  Go- 
vernment. It  appointed  a  CcHnmissicmer, 
whom  every  one  will  admit  was  thoroughly 
impartial — a  man  without  leanings  to  any 
State — to  inspect  a  number  of  sites  that 
were  suggested.  Over  forty  sites  were  put 
forward,  and  having  inspected  those  which 
he  considered  at  all  suitable  for  the  pur- 
pose, he  furnished  a  report  to  the  State 
Government.  The  State  Government  not  only 
offered  the  Federal  Parliament  the  choice 
of  any  of  the  best  sites,  but  said — "As  far 
as  possible  we  shall  reserve  the  Crown  lands 
within  these  areas  so  that  you  may  get  as 
much  as  possible  for  nothing." 

Mr.  Isaacs. — I  for  raie  do  not  anticipate 
the  slightest  frictitm  in  this  matter  between 
the  Conunonwealth  and  the  State. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— If  a  de- 
mand be  made  for  this  large  area  of  ter- 
litory  on  the  ground  tha^  we  have  a  right 
to  demand  iti — and  I,  in  oomknon  with 
many  legal  authorities,  doubt  if  we  have 
that  right — a  diffiinilty  will  be  created  at 
the  very  outset. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — I  have  never  said  that  we 
hare  a  right  to  demand. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— But  the 
pionsion  in  the  Bill  is  really  a  demand. 

Mr.  IsAiVCS. — It  is  merely  an  expression 
of  our  opinion. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  should 
certiinlv  prefer  to  see  the  words  referred 
to  omitted,  but,  to  meet  the  views  of  those 
who  hold  a  different  opinion,  one  of  two 
other  courses  might  be  followed.  We 
might,  first  of  all,  substitute  the  word 
"shotild"  for  the  word  "shall."  That 
would  be  at  least  a  courteous  course  to 
adopt.  If  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Indi  thinks  that  the  use  of  the 
word  "should"  would  be  less  effective  than 
would  be  the  use  of  the  word  "shall,"  his 
opinion  differs  from  that  of  others. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — Would  it  give  the  Minis- 
try power  to  accept  a  less  area  ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  The 
Ministrv  will  not  accept  any  area  without 
submitting  the  matter  to  Parliament.  I 
ftinlc  that  the  Minister  has  alreadv  told 
us  that  that  is  their  intention. 


Mr.  Batchelok. — I  do  nut  think  that 

we  should. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  cer- 
tainly do  not. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — The  agreement  should 
be  sulnaitted  to  Parliamoit. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— It  will 
come  before  the  Parliament.  Therefore, 
as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  the  use  of  the 
word  "should,"  as  agreed  to  by  the  last 
Parliament,  is  preferable  to  the  use  of  the 
word  "  shall."  I  should  like  to  see  the  clause 
so  amended  that  it  would  provide  that  an 
area  of  "not  more"  than  900  square  miles 
should  be  taken  over,  instead  of  an  area 
of  "  not  less  than  "  900  square  miles.  That 
would  indicate,  at  all  events,  that  there 
was  some  limit  to  the  authority  given  to 
the  Government,  and  to  our  desire  for  the 
acquisition  of  New  South  Wales'  territory. 
According  to  the  Minister  of  Home  Affairs 
and  others,  it  is  not  anticipated  that  more 
than  900  square  miles  will  be  required. 
It  is  rather  extraordinary  that  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Indi  voted 
to-day  for  the  Upper  Murray  district,  and 
that  several  other  honorable  members,  who 
share  his  views  on  tEis  point,  ^  did  the 
sam&  Half  of  the  unearned  increment 
attaching  to  the  selection  of  that  site  would 
have  accrued  to  land  on  the  Victorian  side  of 
the  Murray.  What,  therefore,  becomes  of  the 
argument  as  to  the  unearned  increment? 
I  do  not  know  what  weight  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Indi  attaches 
to  it. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — I  did  not  say  a  word 
about  it. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  But 
many  honorable  members,  who  have 
advanced  that  argument,  voted  for  the 
Upper  Murray  district,  although  the  selec- 
tion of  that  site  would  have  meant  that 
half  of  the  unearned  increment  would  applv 
to  land  in  Victoria. 

Mr.  Fisinut. — Parliament,  in  its  wisdom, 
decided  otherwise. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— But  it  was 
a  very  close  vote.  Is  it  because  the  State 
of  New  South  Wales  is  concerned  that  the 
unearned  increment  is  demanded  ?  I  do  not 
believe  that,  but  look  at  the  appearances. 
Some  members  were  prepared  to  put  the 
Capital  in  a  situation  where  half  the  un- 
earned increment  would  have  gone  into  the 
pockets  of  an  adjoining  State ;  but  when  the 
Capital  is  fixed  in  another  position,  the  State 
in  which  it  is  located  is  to  have  no  advan- 
tage from  the  unearned  increment.  ■ 
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Mr.  FiSHEB. — We  think  that  the  people 
of  Australia,  who  will  have  to  find  the 
money  for  the  Capital,  should  have  the 
benefit  of  the  increment. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  have 
been  contending  that  we  have  to  consider 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  Australia, 
but  some  honorable  members  appear  to 
think  that  we  are  choosing  the  Capital  for 
the  benefit  of  a  sepaiftte  people,  and  that 
it  must  be  barricaded  round  and  kept  away 
from  the  rest  of  the  people  of  Australia. 
I  do  not  object  in  any  way  to  the  unearned 
increment,  if  there  is  any,  being  received  by 
the  Commonwealth  Government,  or  the  State 
Governmrait ;  it  does  not  matter  which. 

Mr.  Fisher. — It  should  be  received  by 
the  Federal  Government,  because  the  people 
of  Australia  will  pay  the  money. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— In  any 
case  the  amount  will  not  be  great. 

Mr.  Batchelos. — It  will  pay  the  cost  of 
the  buildings,  any  way. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— It  is  pos- 
sible that,  in  the  course  of  time,  the  value 
of  the  land  within  the  Federal  area  may  rise 
considerably,  but  not  alone  in  consequence 
of  the  establi^moit  of  the  Federal  Capital 
there.  The  only  suggested  site  whoe  the 
unearned  increment  was  likely  to  be  con- 
siderable was  Lyndhurst,  because  that  is  the 
only  district  which  has  jrreat  resources.  But 
at  Dalgety  I  am  afraid  that  we  shall  have  to 
wait' for  the  unearned  increment  until  land 
begins  to  get  scarce  in  Australia.  I  was  in 
Washington  in  1884.  It  was  then  a  skeleton 
city.  I  believe  that  it  has  improved  very 
much  since  then.  My  visit  was  long  after 
the  city  was  established.  I  was  amazed, 
first  of  all,  at  the  beauty  and  expensiveness 
of  the  buildings,  and  also  amazed  to  see  that 
the  cart-wheel  streets  that  radiated  from  the 
centre,  were  nothing  but  skeleton  streets 
with  a  few  houses  dotted  here  and  there 
about  them.  I  believe  there  has  since  been 
some  considerable  increase  in  the  population. 

Mr.  Glynn. — There  are  300,000  people 
there  now. 

Mr.  DUGAI-D  THOMSON.— But  does 
not  that  include  the  inhabitants  of  George- 
town, on  the,  Potomac  Ri^'er?  I  doubt 
very  much  whether  there  are  300,000  people 
in  the  Federal  territory. 

Mr.  Glynn. — At  the  time  of  the  centen- 
ary the  population  was  given  as  298.000. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— It  is  a 
very  small  territory  The  whole,  includ- 
ing the  river  town,  does  not  exceed  100 
square  miles. 


Mr.  CoNROY. — Probably  200,000  of  \ 
inhabitants  are  negroes. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON. — In  I 
older  town  there  are  two  blacks  to  q 
white,  certainly,  but  in  Washingtcxi  its 
that  is  not  the  case.  The  city  may  have 
creased  considerably  since  I  was  there,  1 
apparently  at  that  time  there  was  v 
little  unearned  increment  in  Washinglj 
If  that  was  the  case  in  Washington,  wt^ 
is  situated  close  to  the  Potomac  River.  ^ 
right  in  the  centre  of  busy  coastal  Stat 
how  much  can  we  expect  from  an  area  sii 
ated  in  the  midst  of  the  Snowy  Mountaj 
at  Dalgety?  I  am  not  finding  fault  wi 
the  site,  but  am  simply  pointing  out  t) 
Dalgety  is  near  no  stream  that  renches  < 
sea. 

Sir  John  Fohhest. — The  Snowy  Rij 
runs  to  the  sea.  1 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  mea^ 
stream  by  which  traffic  can  rea<^  the  s{ 
No  traffic  can  at  any  time  reach  the  \ 
b)  means  of  the  Snowy  River.  I  aoci 
the  selection  which  Parliament  has  ma 
but  I  fear  it  will  be  a  very  long  time 
fore  there  is  any  unearned  incremoit  fr 
the  site  selected. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley).— Whatever  dou 
I  may  have  had  in  the  early  part  of  t 
debate  have  been  entirely  removed  bv  ; 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  In 
He  talked  about  Federal  soitiment  a 
Federal  ties,  but  he  desires  to  strike  1 
hardest  bai^n  pos^ble  wiA  New  S01 
Wales.  His  sted-pointed  and  ca| 
hardened  idea  with  regard  to  the  Capi 
site  was  enough  to  destroy  the  Fede 
spirit  in  almost  any  member  of  this  Chai 
ber.  He  talked  as  though  a  bargain 
about  to  be  made  between  two  foreign  coii 
tries — say,  between  Russia  and  Japan  | 
the  conclusion  of  the  present  war. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — What  is  the  hard  bi 
gain? 

Mr.  WILKS.  —  The  honorable  a 
learned  member  read  the  phrase  "  not  li 
than  100  square  miles"  to  mean  "  as  mu 
more  as  we  can  possibly  get"  If  he  fig) 
so  bitterly  for  what  is  contained  in  the  Co 
stitution,  I  must  interpret  in  the  same  wj 
his  desire  that  the  Commonwealth  shj 
acquire  not  less  than  900  square  miles.  > 
provided  in  this  Bill.  If  the  people  j 
New  South  Wales  have  been  caught  ontj 
they  are  not  likely  to  be  caught  again  ■ 
the  same  way.  "  Once  bitten,  twioe  shij 
This  is  where  the  hard  bargain  conies  \ 
If  the  honorable  and  learned  member  i{ 
terprets  "  not  less  than^oo  sqiure  mile^ 
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o  mean  that  we  can  take  900  square  miles, 
ve  may  expect  that  he  wUl  interpret  "  lutt 
ess  than  900  square  miles"  to  mean  that 
k'Ve  can  take  90,000  square  miles,  or  even 
the  whole  of  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — I  have  not  said  that  I  agree 
to  that  interpretation. 

Mr.  WILKS. — think  that  it  is  an  im- 
pudent action,  to  put  in  this  Bill  a  demand 
for  so  large  a  territory.    The  right  honor- 
a.1>Ie  member  for  East  Sydney  said  that 
there  is  too  much  ultimatum  in  it.    Let  me 
add  that  there  is  too  little  pomatum.  The 
Frime  Minister  can  easily  approach  the  Pre- 
mier of  New  South  Wales,  and  say  that  the 
fJesire  of  the  Federal  Parliament  is  that 
900  square  miles  shall  be  acquired.    If  he 
can  show  good  reasons,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
that  area  will  be  granted,  and  the  matter 
will  be  over.    But  in  this  Bill  we  are  not 
asking  for  negotiations.    The  Minister  of 
Mome  Affairs  pcnnts  a  revolver  at  the  head 
of  the  Premier  of  New  South  Wales,  and 
says — "  I  am  not  going  to  negotiate  with 
you ;  my  position  is  that  we  must  have  900 
square  miles,  and  you  had  better  be  a  good 
fellow^,  and  grant  it"    But  now  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Indi  says  that 
he  will  not  be  satisfied  even  with  that.  He 
TiaxsX  have  access  to  the  territory  by  sea,  be- 
cause, he  says,  there  is  a  danger  that  some 
time  or  other  Federal  members  may  be  mo- 
lested by  the  people  of  New  South  Wales. 
That,  I  suppose,  is  the  Federal  spirit. !  The 
honorable  and  learned  member  has  the  im- 
pudence to  tell  us  that  the  people  of  New 
South  Wales  are  a  race  of  savages.    He  is 
afraid  that  he  would  not  be  able  to  travel 
through  the  territory  of  that  State.  We 
must  give  him  a  port.    He  must  have  a 
strip  of  territory  frwn  the  Capital  city  to 
the  sea,  seventy  miles  by  twelve.  This  atti- 
tude is  not  new  on  the  part  of  the  honorable 
and  learned  member.    He  played  the  same 
game  in  the  last  Parliament  with  the  same 
motive. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — Is  the  honorable  member 
responsible  for  what  he  is  saying? 
Mr.  WILKS.— Yes.  I  am. 
Mr.  Isaacs. — I  should  not  have  ttiought 

it 

Mr,  WILKS.— The' occasion  was  when 
Tumut  was  selected.  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Indi  moved  an  amend- 
ment that  the  territory  be  stretched  down  to 
the  Murray  River,  in  order  to  get  access  to 
the  sea. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — I  was  not  even  present 
when  the  vote  was  taken.   I  believe  that  it 


was  the  honorable  member  ica  Grampians 
who  made  Che  pn^sal,  but  I  was  not  her& 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  thought  that  it  was  the 
hmorable  and  learned  member  who  started 
the  idea.  I  apologize  to  him  for  making 
the  mistake.  New  South  Wales  did  not 
expect  to  have  a  model  territory  carved  out 
of  her  province.  She  did  not  expect  to 
have  experiments  made  in  Socialism  and 
collective  industry.  She  took  a  rational 
view  of  this  questicm,  and  was  prepared  to 
grant  a  certain  arek  of  Crown  land  to  the 
CcMnmonwealth.  She  did  not  ocxitemplate 
that  the  Commonwealth  was  to  take  as  much 
as  it  liked.  If  the  Prime  Minister  can  ap- 
proach the  Premier  of  New  South  Wales 
and  show  good  reasons  for  a  larger  area 
being  granted,  probably  it  will  be  granted. 
But  we  should  not  demand  it.  The  Prime 
Alinister  will  find  that  if  the  people  of  New 
South  Wales  receive  proper  treatment,  and 
are  taken  into  our  confidence,  they  will  not 
be  inclined  to  strike  a  niggardly  bargain. 
They  have  always  adopted  the  polic>'  of 
open-handedness  towards  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia generally.  But  they  certainly  are 
suspicious  wfa«i  Federal  members  like  the 
honorable  and  learned  m»nber  for  Indi  say 
that  they  will  not  surrender  this  and  that. 
He  must  have  a  Bill,  which  says  that  a 
certain  thing  shall  be  done,  that 
there  must  be  an  area  of  not  less 
than  900  square  miles  —  and  that 
may  mean  any  larger  area— and  that 
there  must  be  aa:ess  to  the  sea.  The  only 
lesson  to  be  ieamt  from  this  bv  New  South 
Wales  is  either  that  the  honorable  member 
wishes  to  filch  too  much  territory  from  that 
State,  or  that  he  wishes  to  further  delay 
the  selection  of  the  site. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney).— I  desire  to 
test  the  question  I  raised  some  time  ago, 
and  I  now  move — ■ 

That  the  word  "shall,"  in  line  4,  be  left  out, 
with  A  view  to  insert  in  lien  thereof  the  word 
"  should." 

I  recognise  that,  although  I  am  opposed  to 
an  area  of  900  square  miles,  the  majority 
of  the  members  of  the  Committee  disagree 
with  me  on  that  point. 

Mr.  Bkuce  Suzth. — I  am  not  so  sure  of 
that. 

Mr.    McDonald. — The   amendment  to 

substitute  "should"  for  "shall"  was  car- 
ried by  a  large  majority  last  year. 

Mr.  REID. — I  content  myself  at  pre- 
sent with  the  amendment  I  have  moved.  I 
believe  that  it  will  express  the  view  of  the 
majority  of  honorable  members  with  per- 
fect clearness,  ando^^^^^pgfj^t^^ims  to 


3984 


Seat  of        [RE  PRESENTATIVES.]    Government  BiU. 


me,  to  be  a  positively  offensive  way  of  be- 
ginning what  ought  to  be  a  friendly  nego- 
tiation. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling).— A  great  deal 
too  much  has  been  made  of  the  attitude 
Avhich  it  is  assumed  that  the  Government 
of  New  South  Wales  will  take  up.  We 
are  all  agreed  with  the  sentiment  expressed 
by  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney,  that  the  negotiaticHis  on  this  sub- 
ject between  the  Commonwealth  Govern- 
ment and  the  Government  of  New  South 
Wales  should  be  friendly.  But  it  ha& 
been  inferred,  and  even  asserted,  that  the 
Government  of  New  South  Wales  is  so 
touchy  and  sensitive  on  this  point  that  they 
will  quarrel  with  the  Federal  Parliament 
because  we  use  the  word  "  shall,"  and  de- 
finitely state  what  it  is  we  desire. 
Are  we  to  understand  that  the  New  South 
Wales  authorities  are  looking  for  a  quarrel  ? 
As  one  of  the  representatives  of  New  South 
Wales,  I  cannot  help  feeling  that  a  number 
of  other  representatives  of  that  State  are 
raising  a  noise  about  this  without  any  justi- 
fication. We  know  that  certain  remarks 
have 'been  made  on  the  subject  in  the  New 
South  Wales  press,  and  by  some  New  South 
Wales  politicians;  but  no  one  will  tell  us 
that  Ihe  New  South  Wales  Government 
will  take  serious  notice  of  those  statements. 
I  think  it  is  unfair  to  them  to  suggest  th&t 
they  desire  to  seek  a  quarrel  with  the 
Federal  Government. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — Does  not  the  honor- 
able member  think  they  will,  when  they 
find  that  nine  times  the  area  mentioned  in 
the  Constitution  is  required  ? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  area  required  does 
not  matter.  I  am  now  discussing  the  terms 
in  which  we  propose  to  state  what  we  want. 
We  are  all  agreed  that  the  negotiations 
should  be  friendly,  and  it  is  but  fair  to  as- 
sume that  the  New  South  Wales  Govern- 
ment will  recognise  that,  and,  personally,  I 
think  it  is  probable  that  there  will  be  very 
little  discussi<»i  about  the  area  suggested. 
It  is  unfair  to  assume  that  the  New  South 
Wales  Government  will  seek  to  quarrel  with 
the  Commonwealth  Government,  or  that  the 
Commonwealth  Government  will  carry  on 
the  negotiations  from  their  side  in  a  way 
which  will  be  annoying  or  offensive.  The 
New  South  Wales  Government  will  not 
analyze  and  criticise  the  wording  of  this 
provision,  as  our  legal  friends  have  done. 
Such  criticism  and  analysis  may  be  very 
necessary  in  connexion  with  legal  matters, 
but  in  business  communications  between 
members  of  Governments,  who  are  men  of  the 


world,  and  have  no  desire  to  misund 
stand  each  other,  that  kind  of  analysis 
terms  is  not  necessary.  I  have  heard  no  h( 
orable  member  state  that  he  has  any  authj 
ity  from  the  New  South  Wales  Govei 
ment  for  making  the  assertion  that  they  1 
object  to  the  terms  proposed  in  this  clau 
In  my  judgment  the  New  South  Wa 
people  will  hare  no  objection  to  a  forn 
statement  of  what  we  are  asking  for. 

Mr.  McCay. — ^The  honorable  merol 
for  Darling  voted  for  the  wc^  "  shoult 
last  session  on  my  motion. 

Mr.  SPENCE.~I  do  not  care  whetl 
the  word  used  is  "  shall  "  or  "  should 
but  I  protest  against  honorable  memb 
raising  a  dust  and  a  stir  when  all  is  cal 
peaceful,  and  serene.  In  my  opinion, 
is  an  unfair  reflection  upon  the  New  So' 
Wales  Government  to  assume  that  th 
will  analyze  this  clause  in  the  way  si 
gested,  and  that  if  we  use  the  word  "  shal 
they  will  not  negotiate  with  us,  but  that 
we  use  the  word  "  should,"  they  will  be  p 
pared  to  do  so.  Honorable  members  in  t 
matter  have  been  making  a  noise  ab 
nothing.  We  are  entitled  to  assume  that 
New  South  Wales  Government  will  act  w. 
tact  and  judgment,  and  every  one  adq 
that  the  present  Prime  Minister  of  the  Cc 
mcmwealth  possesses  tact  and  Judgment 

Mr.  Reid. — We  should  give  the  hon 
able  gentleman  a  fair  start. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— In  my  opinion,  I 
Premier  of  New  South  Wales,  Mr.  \Vj 
dell,  Mr.  Carruthers,  or  whoever  he  ir 
be,  will  not  quarrel  with  the  Govemmi 
over  this  matter.  I  wish  to  say  a  f 
words  about  the  area.  The  apparent  f< 
in  the  minds  of  some  people  in  New  Soi 
Wales  about  our  taking  goo  square  mi) 
or  even  a  larger  area,  has  puzzled  me. 
am  satisfied  -with  the  Govenunent  propn 
that  the  area  should  be  900  square  mil 
I  do  not  think  that  less  than  that  a 
would  do.  I  might  give  one  or  two  r 
sons  why,  in  my  opinion,  we  shoi 
acquire  a  much  greater  area  than  1 
square  miles. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  question  n 
I  before  the  Onnmittee  is  that  the  w< 
\  "  shall "  be  left  outi  with  a  view  to  ina 
in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "  should."  Wl 
that  question  is  disposed  of,  the  honors 
member  will  be  at  liberty  to  refer  t>.> 
area. 

Mr.  BROWN  (Canobolas).— I  th 
there-is  a  great  deal  more  in  the  content 
that  we  should  apprpaph  the  New  So; 
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^ a^les  authorities  in  this  matter  in  a  diplo- 
ia.tic  way  than  some  honorable  members 
ppear  to  imagine.    I  was  quite  in  agre-^- 
lent  with  the  policy  of  the  late  Govern- 
lent — who^  unfortunately,  did  not  have 
uSicient  back-bone  to  stand  by  their  policy 
—that  the  Seat  of  Government  BiU  should 
IX  a  certain  site,  and  that  the  question  of 
ti-e   territory  should  be  dealt  with  by  sub 
sequent  legislation,  which  should  be  the  out- 
:ome  of  negotiations  between  the  Common. 
»vealth  Government  and  the  Government  of 
N'ew  South  Wales,  and  which  should  be 
based  OR  information   with  respect  to  the 
territory  proposed  to  be  acquired,  which 
az    present  we  do  not  possess.    We  may 
deal  with  this  matter  in  a  reasonable,  diplo- 
matic way,  or  in  an  offensive  way,  and  it 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  people  of 
New  South  Wales  are  inclined  to  be  a  little 
sensitive  cm  this  subject.    I  remember  that 
on  the  last  occasion,  when  this  matter  was 
dealt  with  by  this  Parliament,  and  when, 
against  the  policy  of  the  then  Prime  Min- 
ister, the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Ballarat,  the  area  proposed  to  be  ac- 
quired was  stated  in  the  Bill,  the  Govern- 
ment, the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  a 
large  number  of  honorable  members  at  once 
committed  themselves  to  an  attitude  of  hos- 
tility to  the  proposal.  That  was  due  largely 
to  the  way  in  which  it  was  put.   I  ask  hon- 
orable members,  on  this  occasion,   to  be 
guided  by  the  experience  we  have  gained 
in  that  connexion.    The  late  See  Govern- 
ment, in  New  South  Wales,  was,  if  any- 
thing, over-friendly  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment.   That  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  it  was,  to  some  extent,  a  Govern- 
ment which  had  been  brought  into  power 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Hume,  who 
was  at  first  the  Minister  in  diarge  of  this 
measure.   So  careful  were  the  members  of 
the  See  Government  not  to  in  any  way  in- 
fringe upcHi  the  authority  of  the  Federal 
Government,  but  on  the  contrary  to  consider 
their  wishes  in  this  matter,  that  although 
Sir  John  See  was  asked  to  move  in  the  direc- 
tion of  suggesting  a  site  himself^  he  reso- 
lutely refused  to  do  so,  and  left  the  selection 
entirely  to  the  Federal  Government.  But  as 
soon  as  word  was  sent  to  New  South  Wales 
that  this  Parliament  was  asking  for  a  much 
larger  territory  than  that  mentioned  in  the 
Constktition,  Sir  John  See,  on  the  very 
limited  information  at  his  disposal,  felt 
ccmpelled  to  take  a  hostile  stand  at  once, 
and  the  debate  which  ensued  iii  the  State 
Failiament  was  decidedly  hostile  to  the 
Federal  proposal,  and  largely   because  it 


was  misunderstood.  We  do  not  wish  to 
have  any  misunderstanding  with  the  State 
Government  on  this  matter.  I  wish  to  say 
that,  in  supporting  the  amendment  sub* 
mitted  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, I  am  not  opposed  to  the  larger 
area  asked  for.  My  view  is  that  we  should 
adopt  the  diplomatic  method  of  dealing  with 
this  business.  In  order  to  prevent  fricticxi, 
and  to  have  it  settled  as  amicably  as  pos' 
sible,  we  should  meet  the  State  authorities 
reasonably.  The  experience  we  gained  in 
the  last  Parliament  should  teach  us  that  to 
make  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  demand 
upon  New  South  Wales  is  not  the  most 
diplomatic  way  in  which  to  secure  the  con- 
cession for  which  we  are  seeking.  I  hope 
that  the  Government  will  agree  to  the 
amendment,  as  it  will  -in  some  way  tone 
down  the  request  we  are  making. 

Mr.  McCAY  (Corinella).— I  had  hoped 
to  hear  from  the  Government  that  they  in- 
tended to  accept  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Batchelob. — The  Go%*emment  do 
intend  to  accept  it. 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  mention  this,  because  I 
see  that  last  year  a  nimiber  of  the  members 
of  the  Government  voted  in  favour  of  a 
similar  proposal. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — I  did  not  do  so. 

Mr.  McCAV. — The  Minister  in  charge 
of  the  Bill  at  present  did  not  vote  for  the 
proposal,  nor,  do  I  think,  did  the  then 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs ;  but  the 
present  Prime  Minister,  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral, and  Minister  of  External  Affairs  all 
voted  in  that  direction,  and  I  know  they 
are  too  consistent  to  reverse  a  vote  on  a 
matter  of  this  nature. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Under  the  cir- 
cumstances I  think,  perhaps,  it  would  be 
better  for  me  to  "  climb  down  "  than  to  ask 
my  colleagues  to  reverse  their  vote.  I 
admit  that  it  is  possible  we  shall  be  able  to 
carry  out  these  negotiations  and  bring  them 
to  a  conclusion  more  quickly  by  using  the 
word  proposed  in  preference  to  any  other 
word ;  and,  therefore,  I  am  prepared  to 
accept  the  amendment. 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Mr.  ISAACS  (Indi).— 1  think  there  is 
scwne  force  in  the  observation  that  the 
clause  as  it  stands  leaves  the  area  un- 
limited, and  I  suggest  that  there  should 
be  a  maximum  as  well  as  a  minimum. 

Mr.  Reid. — That  would  be  worse  than 
ever;  that  would  hamper  the  negotiations 
more  than  ever,  because  there  would  be  an 
ultimatum  with  two  extremes. 
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Mr.  ISAACS.— If  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  is  content  to  leave  the  clause  as 
it  is,  I  also  am  content. 

Mr.  RuiD. — I  am  content,  rather  than 
increase  the  trouble. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — It  appears  to  me  that  my 
suggestion  would  ncM  increase  the  trouble. 
At  present  it  is  left  open  to  the  Gorem* 
ment  to  ask  for  as  much  more  territory  as 
they  like,  though  there  is  a  minimum  below 
which  the  New  South  Wales  Govermnent 
cannot  go.  However,  if  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  East  Sydney  thinks  the 
clause  will  satisfy  New  South  Wales,  I 
have  no  more  to  add. 

Amendment  (l^-  Mr.  Joseph  Cook)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  word  "  Dine  "  be  left  out.  with  a  view 
to  insert  in  Hen  thereof  the  word  "tme." 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)^In  regard  to 
the  matter  of  area,  there  are  xxdr  ccmsidera- 
tions  which  I  do  not  think  have  been  laid 
before  the  Committee.  There  are  several 
requirements  of  a  Capital  city  which  can- 
not, in  my  opinion,  be  complied  with  if  the 
area  be  restricted  to  loo  square  miles.  For 
instance,  commonage  would  be  required, 
and  there  must  be  quarries  for  the  necessary 
buildings.  Further,  it  is  desirable  that  the 
watershed  and  supply  should  be  within 
C(Hnmonwealth  territory;  and  there  are 
other  considerations,  such  as  the  provision 
of  parks,  a  race-course  on  which  to  run  the 
Great  Federal  Capital  Cup  Race,  and 
other  reserves  for  recreation.  Of  course, 
there  cannot  be  a  city  in  Australia  without 
a  race  track;  and  I  merely  suggest  these  as 
requirements  which  it  would  be  difficult  to 
satisfy  with  an  area  of  lOO  square  miles. 
Apart  from  the  consideration  of  the  un- 
earned irtcrement,  an  area  of  900  square 
miles  is  not  at  all  top  large  for  the  ordinary 
requirements  of  such  a  populous  city  as  we 
hope  to  see  at  no  distant  date.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  the  Committee  will  not  ac- 
cept the  amendment.  In  this  matter  we 
might,  I  think,  safely  trust  the  Government 
during  the  negotiations,  to  ask  for  900 
square  miles  more  or  less,  because  we  can- 
not be  exact  to  a  yard.  It  is  not  fair  to 
assume  that  the  Government,  composed  of 
sensible  men,  will  use  any  technical  power 
they  may  possess  to  ask  for  a  great  deal 
more  than  is  absolutelv  necessarv. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta).— I 
recognise  that  the  Committee  are  against 
me,  and  to  save  time  I  ask  leave  to  with- 
draw my  amendment.  I  content  myself  by 
saying  th^t  I  do  not  think  there  is  the  slight- 
est chance  of  New  South  Wales  agreeing  to 


any  sudi  area  as  that  proposed  ,  and,  in 
opini(»i,  such  an  area  ought  not  to 

granted. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney).—!  am  g 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Parrama 
has  withdrawn  the  amendment.    I 'am  j 

as  strongly  as  is  that  honorable  mem 
against  the  proposal  to  take  a  large  at 
but  I  recognise  that  the  majority  of  hor. 
able  members  present  wish  that,  at  any  r; 
the  attempt  shall  be  made.  I  bow,  n 
great  reluctance,  to  the  decision,  feeling  t 
when  matters  come  to  negotiation,  a  r 
tually  oniciliatory  spirit  will  be  shown. 
Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  ISAACS  (Indi).— I  beg  to  move- 
That  the  following  words  be  added,  "  and  h 
access  to  the  sea." 

I  ha^e  before  explained  why  I  think  o 
a  provision  is  desirable,  arid  1  shall  : 
only  two  or  three  words  at  the  present  ju 
ture.  Without  disrespect  to  any  State, 
think  it  is  extremely  important  and  dei 
able  that  there  should  be  Federal  jui 
diction  from  the  Capital  to  the  sea-coasi 
possible. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Would  the  haa 
able  and  learned  member  have  submit 
the  same  amendment  if  Tooma   had  b 

chosen  ? 

Mr,  ISAACS. — Tooma  possesses  nati 
advantages  in  relation  to  the. Murray  Rin 
and  in  the  matter  nf  centralitv,  which, 
my  opinion,  would  have  more  tKan  corapj 
sated  for  non-access  to  the  sea.  But,  III 
ing  chosen  Dalgety,  u  is  highly  desiral 
being  possible  and  not  difficult,  to  have 
ress  to  the  sea. 

Mr.  Webster. — 1  ask  the  Minister 
charge  to  consent  to  progress  being  reportj 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney).— I  ask  b 
arable  metnbers  to  endeavour  to  concli 
this  business  to-night.  We  adjourned  0 
Friday,  and  this  matter  was  discusi 
<!ome  time  ago,  and  then  thoioug: 
threshed  out.  A  great  deal  of  the  critici 
levelled  at  us  on  account  of  the  slow  p 
gtess  made  with  our  business,  is,  I  : 
afraid,  somewhat  justified,  and  I  do  l 
think  that  this  matter  ought  to  be  tal 
over  to  another  sitting.  It  is  not 
though  this  was  a  new  proposal,  beca 
we  have  discussed  it  on  all  oocasuHis  wl 
the  questic»i  of  the  Seat  of  Goremm 
has  been  before  us. 

Mt.  Webster. — The  ^i^t  bonoral 
member  means  tliat  it  was  discussed  in  1 
last  Parliament? 
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Mr.  R£ID.— I  feel  that  we  have  been 
foing  slowly  enough  in  all  ooosaencet  and 
i^^X  we  ou£^t  to  finish  to-night. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir).— This  is  an 
ajnendmoit  which  requires  consideration, 
3.nd  I  should  have  liked  to  hear  those 
Sentlemen  who  discussed  the  matter  in  the 
XsLAt  Parliament.  It  appears  to  me  that 
£L  doubt  is  at  once  raised  as  to  the  distance 
"from  the  proposed  rite  to  the  sea,  and 
t^hatj  even  if  that  distance  be  seventy  miles, 
we  require  to  consider  what  access  means. 

Mr.  Rsidl — ^The  amendment  means  the 
division  of  New  South  Wales  along  sixty 
miles  of  country. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  —  Many  honorable 
noembers  who  voted  for  Dalgety  did  so 
because  they  believed  that  that  site  would 
have  access  to  the  sea. 

Mr.  Reid. — There  will  be  aocea  j  no 
fence  will  be  put  up. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— But  the  honorable 
members  referred  to  believed  that  the  Com- 
rnonwealth  Government  would  have  con- 
trol of  the  means  of  access,  and  of  the 
land  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
the  port, 

Mr.  Reid.— And  yet  those  honorable 
members  voted  for  Tooma,  where  there 
would  be  no  access  to  the  sea. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  am  speaking  of 
honorable  rnembers  who  voted  not  for 
Tooma,  but  for  Dalgety.  I  am  not  speak- 
ing of  honorable  members  who  voted  for 
Lyndhurst,  where  there  was  no  possibility 
of  getting  any  water.  There  is  a  great 
difference  between  voting  for  a  site  with 
a.i  abundance  of  water,  and  where  it  was 
thought  there  would  be  access  to  a  sea- 
port, and  voting  for  a  site  where,  to  say 
the  least,  I  saw  no  water  during  my  visit. 
The  question  arises  how  much  territory  do 
we  want,  and  what  is  to  be  the  width  of 
the  land  connecting  the  territory  with  the 
port  of  Twofold  Bay  ?  What  land  are 
we  to  reserve  immediately  around  the 
Bay  for  the  purpose  of  ctmserving  the 
interests  of  the  Commonwealth  in  its  con- 
trol of  that  part  of  the  territory?  Hcxi- 
orable  members  for  Western  Australia  have 
said  that  they  voted  for  Dalgety,  not  par- 
ticularly because  of  the  site  and  its  sur- 
roundings, but  because  they  thought  that 
some  day  there  will  be  a  port  at  which  they 
will  be  able  to  land,  and  from  which  they 
can  be  carried  by  a  short  lin:  of  railwav  to 
the  Capital  without  any  very  great  inccsi- 
venience. 

Mr.  Bkuce  SurrH. — It  is  not  necessary 
for  the  Commonwealth  to  own  the  land  to 


enable  honorable  members  to  reach  the 
Capital  in  that  way ;  New  South  Wales 
will  not  stop  boncffable  members. 

Mr.  WEBSTER. — But  the  question 
arises  whether  the  Conmionwealth  should 
not  hold  that  territory.  I  do  not  say  that 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  land 
should  be  taken  from  the  control  of  the 
State,  because  I  know  there  would  still  be 
access  to  the  harbor.  But  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  Capital  is  to  be  within  seventy  miles 
of  Twofold  Bay,  it  seems  only  reasonable 
that  the  Commonwealth  should  control  a 
harbor  which  is  open  to  attack  by  an  enemy, 
and  which  it  might  be  necessary  to  fortify 
— a  work  which  coulil  not  be  carried  out  by 
a  State. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — It  has  naval  con- 
trol. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Yes;  but  we  have 
no  guarantee  that  the  Government  of  New 
South  Wales  will  be  willing  to  spend  the 
money  necessary  to  make  the  port  suitable 
for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Reid.— Well,  they  would  let  the 
iConunonwealth  do  it 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Yes,  but  the  question 
is :  Would  the  Commonwealth  be  war- 
ranted in  the  expenditure  if  it  had  not 
possession  of  the  harbor?  As  we  seem 
to  have  selected  Dalgety  largely  in  the 
hope  that  we  shall  thereby  secure  a  port  at 
Twofold  Bay,  it  is  essential  that  we  should 
have  a  strip  of  territory  between  Dalgety  and 
Twofold  Bay  which  would  enable  us  to 
connect  the  Federal  Capital  with  the  port, 
and  a  strip  of  land  round  the  foreshores 
of  the  Bay,  which  would  en^le  us  to  for- 
tify it,  and  to  make  it  suitable  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Commonwealth.  I  am  ncA 
able  to  go  very  thoroughly  into  the  sub- 
ject to-night,  becausz  I  have  not  had  time 
to  examine  the  map,  or  to  consider  the 
matter  in  all  its  bearings ;  but  if  we  do 
not  get  ail  approach  to  Twofold  Bay,  many 
honorable  members  will  have  voted  for  the 
Dalgety  site  imder  a  misapprehension.  I 
shall  vote  with  those  who  are  tr>ing  to  get 
as  much  as  they  can  under  Commonwealth 
control.  I  object  to  the  Dalgety  site,  but 
since  it  has  been  selected,  I  think  we  should 
give  it  a  port  for  the  advantage  of  the 
people  of  Western  Australia  and  Tas- 
mania, who  will  have  to  travel  there  by 
sea. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh).— Al- 
though I  was  in  favour  of  the  selection  of 
Tooma,  I  had,  before  seeing  that  site,  ex- 
pressed myself  in  favour  of  Dalgety,  and 
I  agree  with  the  honco-able  member  for 
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Gwydir  that  quite  a  number  of  honorable 
gentlemen  voted  for  Dalgety  in  order  to 
obtain  a  port.  The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney  has  said  that  the  Com- 
monwealth will  have  access  to  Twofold 
Bay  in  any  case,  because  the  Government 
of  New  South  Wales  will  not  put  up  fences 
to  debar  them ;  but  that  argument  may 
be  used  in  another  way.  It  may  be 
said  that  the  Commonwealth  Government 
will  not  put  up  fences.  Furthermore,  if  the 
Commonwealth  obtains  possession  of  Two- 
fold Bay,  the  State  of  New  South  Wales 
will  be  saved  a  large  expenditure  in  making 
the  harbor  a  good  port.  I  think  that  if 
we  choose  a  territory  near  the  sea,  it  should 
extend  down  to  the  coast,  so  as  to  give  the 
Commonwealth  an  independent  outlet. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — It  is  not  necessary 
to  make  the  proposed  amendment  in  order 
to  bring  that  about. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON— I  think  it  is  bet- 
ter to  determine  that  Twofold  Bay  shall 
be  part  of  the  Federal  territory,  and  I 
hope  that  New  South  Wales  will  show  suffi- 
cient Federal  spirit  to  agree  to  the  arrange- 
ment. 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — If  New  South  Wales 
shows  the  same  Federal  spirit  as  the  other 
Stales  are  showing,  it  will  not  give  any- 
thing to  the  Commonwealth, 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  think  that  honor- 
able members  who  do  not  represent  New 
South  Wales  have  shown  a  large  amount  of 
Federal  spirit  in  this  matter.  Personally 
it  is  against  my  interests  to  have  the  Capi- 
tal renA>ved  from  Melbourne,  because  it  is 
very  convenient  for  me  to  be  able  to  get 
home  at  the  end  of  the  week;  but  I  wish 
to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  I  believe  that  it  would  give  com- 
plete satisfaction  if  the  Commonwealth  were 
to  be  granted  a  territory  which  would  have 
an  independent  outlet  Judging  from  the 
remarks  made  by  some  of  the  representa- 
tives of  New  South  Wales,  there  will  be 
very  little  difficulty  in  getting  the  people 
of  that  State  to  give  us  a  port,  because  of 
the  benefits  whidi  the  State  will  receive 
from  the  Commcmwealth  expenditure  in 
making  the  port  what  it  should  be.  I  shall 
support  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BROWN  (Canobolas).— I  think  that 
it  will  be  better  to  leave  the  matter  to  be 
settled  by  diplomacy  than  to  agree 
to  the  amendment.  If  the  Government  of 
New  South  Wales  is  prepared  to  include 
Twofold  Bay  within  the  Federal  territory, 
I  shall  not  raise  my  voice  against  the  ar- 
rangement, but  if  the  State  is   not  pre- 


pared to  do  so,  no  vote  of  mine  will 
given  for  the  proposal,  and  there  is  noth 
in  the  Constitution  which  will  require 
to  do  so.     New  South  Wales  interests 
supposed  to  give  way  whenever  the  Fed* 
spirit  is  mentioned,  but  the  Federal  sp 
is  a  practically  unknown  quantity  with 
representatives  of  the  other  States 
dealing  with  New  South  Wales,  W 
weighed  with  the  members  of  the  last  P 
iiament  was  the  desirability  of  obtain 
access  to  the  Federal  Capital  without  gc 
through  New  South  Wales  territory,  : 
that,  apparffltly,  is  the  factor  determin 
the  decision  on  the  present  occasion, 
have  been  led  to  suppose  that  the  people 
New  South  Wales  are  so  hostile  to  Fedi 
tion  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  have 
Commonwealth  territory    situated  entii 
within  that  State.    That  does  not  seen 
me  to  be  a  good  exhibition  of  the  Fedi 
spirit 

Mr.  McCOLL  (Echuca).— The  subst 
tion  of  the  word  "should"  for  "sha 
makes  the  matter  one  for  negotiation  v 
the  Gwemment  of  New  South  Wales,  i 
therefore,  I  think  it  desirable  that 
should  insert  in  the  clause  whatever  col 
tions  we  wish  to  impose  in  regard  lo 
Federal  territory.  To  my  mind,  the 
lection  made  to-night  is  so  unfortunate, 
almost  every  respect,  that  some  compen. 
ing  advantages  are  required  to  make 
palatable  to  the  people  of  the  Comni 
wealth.  I  believe  that  future  generati 
will  bitterly  rue  the  selection  of  Dalget] 

The  CHAIRAfAN.— The  honors 
member  is  not  in  order  in  reflecting  u{ 
a  vote  of  the  House. 

Mr.  McCOLL. — The  one  compensa; 
advantage  which  can  be  given — and  it 
to  secure  this  advantage  that  a  large  ni 
ber  of  honorable  members  voted  for  I 
gety — is  the  possession  of  a  Federal  p 
and,  therefore,  I  trust  that  the  Commii 
will  agree  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— It  is  hardly  I 
to  absolutely  settle  this  matter  to-ni| 
since  a  considerable  number  of  honor.' 
members,  who  did  not  know  that  it  ' 
coming  on,  are  absent. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^They   should   be  here, 
have  never  complained  when  a  i-ote 
been  taken  in  mv  absence. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— This  is  the  t 
time  I  have  heard  the  leader  of  the  < 
position  urging  the  Government  to  go 
with  the  business  in  liand. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^The  Government  are 
slow  that  tome  one  mu^t  drive,  them. 
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:Mr.  BATCHELOR.— We  have  gone 
ght  through  the  Bill  to-day,  and  cer- 
xinly  cannot  be  accused  of  delay  in  con- 
exion  with  this  matter.  I  propose  lo 
ake  a  vote  now;  but  the  Government  will 
gree  to  a  recommittal,  should  it  be 
lesired,  because  a  considerable  number  of 
nembers  is  absent. 

>lr.  Reid. — ^That  is  fair,  if  a  majority 
is  in  fa\x>ur  of  a  reconmittal. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  think  that  the 
Commonwealth  Government  should  have 
the  right  to  connect  the  Federal  territory 
by  railway  with  the  nearest  port,  should 
they  desire  to  do  so. 

'Sir.  Bruce  Smith. — That  right  can  be 
negotiated  for  without  the  introduction  of 
the  proposed  provision. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Quite  so.  I  think, 
however,  that  it  is  well  to  place  these 
words  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Brown. — The  right  to  construct  a 
railway  would  be  of  no  use  unless  the  Can- 
monwealth  had  the  port  too. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  port  would 
be  there,  in  any  case.  What  we  desire  is 
access  to  a  port,  and  we  should  negotiate 
for  the  right  to  make  railway  communica- 
tion to  the  nearest  port.  If  there  were  a 
strip  of  New  South  Wales  territory  be- 
tween the  Federal  territory  and  the  sea, 
the  State  Govermnent  might  refuse  to  allow 
the  Commonwealth  to  construct  such  a 
railway  as  I  speak  of. 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — Why  suggest  that? 
Mr.  Reid. — One  would  think  that  we 
were  dealing  with  Manchuria  instead  of 
with  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  attitude 
which  I  think  New  South  Wales  might 
take  up  is  that  which  is  being  at  present 
assumed  by  South  Australia  in  respect  to 
the  proposed  Transcwitinental  Railway. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — That  is  gross  re- 
pudiation in  the  case  of  South  Australia. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR— That  may  or 
may  not  be;  but  it  shows  that  the  fear 
that  some  h(xiorabIe  members  entertain 
that  the  Commonwealth  may  be  denied 
access  to  the  sea  is  not  without  founda- 
tion. 

Mr.  Bruce  SMiTH.~The  difficulty  will 
not  be  overcome  by  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  admit  that.  I 
do  not  say  that  it 'is  ^isolutely  necessary  to 
make  a  distinct  provision  in  the  Bill,  be- 
cause negotiations  must  proceed  upon  the 
lines  indicated. 


Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  Minister  will 
have  a  stream  of  cold  water  poured  down 
his  back  when  he  begins  to  negotiate. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— That  would  not 
paralyze  me,  or  prevent  me  from  carrying 
out  the  negotiations  on  the  lines  that  this 
Parliament  desires.  I  do  not  think  that 
the  amendment  will  make  a  great  deal  of 
difference,  but  I  see  no  objection  to  insert- 
ing it  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — It  will  only  make 
a  further  demand  upon  the  New  South 
Wales  Government. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  cannot  conceive 
that  the  New  South  Wales  Government 
would  refuse  to  accede  to  such  a  reason- 
able request.  The  amendment  is  simply 
declaratory,  and  I  shall  support  it. 

Mr.  Reid. — There  is  no  injection;  we 
shall  all  vote  for  it. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Clause  4  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  with  amendments. 

House  adjourned  at  p.m. 


Senate. 

Wednesday,  10  August,  igo4. 


The  President  took  the  chair  at  2.30 
p.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

PICTURE  BY  MR.  T.  ROBERTS. 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  wish  to  ask 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil, without  notice,  the  following  ques- 
tion:— 

t.  Is  it  true,  as  stated  in  the  Argus  this  morn- 
ing, that  a  picture  painted  hy  Mr.  Thomas  Roberts 
has  been  presented  to  His  Majesty  the  King  as  a 
gift  from  the  Commonwealth? 

2.  Is  it  a  fact  that  this  picture  was  itself  pre- 
sented to  the  Commonwealth  ? 

3.  By  whose  authority  was  this  presentation 
made  to  His  Majesty  the  King? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Senator  Mathe- 
son  kindly  intimated  to  me  this  morning 
that  he  intended  to  ask  these  questions,  and 

so  gave  me  an  opportunity  to  obtain  the 
necessary  information.  The  reply  to  the 
first  question  is,  Yes ;  but  I  may  add  that 
the  Government  have  had  no  official  infor- 
mation, although  it  was  understood  that 
the  picture  was  to  be  presented  to  the  King. 
The  Government  have  seen  the  intimation 
in  the  newspapers.   To  the  sea>nd  question 
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I  have  also  to  answer,  Yes ;  but  the  picture 
was  so  presented  to  the  Comnumwealth  on 

the  understanding  that  it  was  to  be  given 
by  the  Commonwealth  to  His  ftfajesty  on 
behalf  of  the  nation.  With  respect  to  the 
third  question.  I  may  state  that  the  pic- 
ture was  presented  on  the  authority  of  the 
late  Government. 

ASSENT  TO  BILLS. 
Assent  to  the  following  Bills  reported: — 
Supply  Bill  (No.  a). 

Further  Supplementary  Appropriation  Bill 
(1902.3). 

PAPERS. 

MINISTERS  laid  upon  the  table  the 
following  papers:  — 

Despatcli  from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  relating  to  the  employment  of  Chinete 
labour  in  the  Transvaal. 

Amendment  of  Statutory  Rules,  1904,  Nos.  4 
and  41,  govemtng  the  Military  Forces. 

The  Clerk  laid  upon  the  table  the  fol- 
lowing paper : — 

Return  to  an  Order  of  the  Senate  of  aSth  July, 
r904,  relating  to  the  field  guns  in  each  State. 

FRAUDULENT  TRADE  MARKS 
BILL. 

BiU  read  a  third  time. 

TRADE  MARKS  BILL. 

In    Committee  (Consideration  resumed 
from  28th  July,  vide  page  3664) : 
Clause  4,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 
Clauses  5  and  6  agreed  ta 

Clause  7 — 

I.  The  registration  of  a  trade  mark  under  a 
State  Trade  Marks  Act  shall  ceue  either — 
(a)  At  the  expiration  of  fourteen  years  from 

the  commencement  of  this  Act,  or  .  .  . 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania).— In 
this  Bill  we  provide  a  term  of  fourteen 
years  during  which  a  trade  mark  shall  be 
registered,  giving  power  to  the  holder  to 
re-register.  In  the  case  of  most  of  the 
States  this  provision  will  work  equitably, 
but  in  the  case  of  New  South  Wales  there 
is  no  limit  whatever  upon  the  term  for  which 
a  trade  mark  now  is  and  in  the  past  has 
been  registered.  There  are  a  number  of 
trade  marks  which  are  registered  in  New 
South  Wales,  and  which  will  consequently, 
under  this  provision,  run  out  absolutely  at 
the  end  of  fourteen  years.  So  that,  if  the 
clause  is  passed  as  it  stands,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  fourteen  years  from  the  passing  of 
this  measure  the  registration  of  those  trade 
marks  will  cease. 


Senator  Best.— They  can  be  renewet 
Senator  KEATING.— But  in  many 

stances,  perhaps,  they  could  not  be 

newed. 

Senator  Best. — ^Whv  not  ?  , 

Senator  KEATING.— Under  which  j 
would  they  be  renewed?  1 

Senator  Best. — Under  this  measure. ' 

Senator  KEATING.— When  the  hol< 
proceeded  to  register  under  this  meaj 
they  might  find  that  in  some  other  StatJ 
the  Commonwealth  there  were  persons  I 
ing  claims  to  the  same  trade  marks.  7^ 
wotild  not  be  in  the  position  of  perj 
asking  for  re-registration,  but  for  a  i 
registraticMi  under  a  Commonwealth  j 
and  tliere  might  be  one,  two,  or  tj 
States  from  which  successful  oppo$ 
to  registration  might  be  eitcountered.  1 
it  not  the  intention  of  this  Bill,  as  fa; 
possible,  to  secure  existing  rights?  Ini 
secraid  paragraph  of  clause  5  we  rca| 

Provided  that  this  section  ^all  not  prejudic| 
affect  any  right,  privilege,  obligation,  or  Uatij 
acquired,  accrued,  or  incurred  under  the  hi 
any  State  before  the  commencement  of  this  I 

In  clause  6  we  pronde  that  a  State  Tt 
Marks  Act,  under  which  a  trade  marl 

registered,  shall  continue  to  apply — 

So  long  as  the  registration  under  that  Ait 
mains  in  force. 

E\^ry  trade  mark  that  is  pegistered' 
New  South  Wales  under  the  law  of 
State  is  perpetual,  but  in  clause  7  wej 
vide  ^at  at  the  expiration  of  foun 
years,  from  the  cDmmencement  of  I 
measure,  the  registration  of  a  trade  ir 
under  a  State  Trade  Marks  Act  shall  re 
Those  provisions  are  diametrically  oppc 
to  one  another,  so  far  as  this  measure 
plies  to  the  State  of  New  South  Wales.  Tfc 
is,  perhaps,  no  conflict  with  regard  to 
other  States.  Persons  who  have  resiste 
trade  marks  have  a  perpetual  right  in  tf. 
according  to  the  State  law  of  New  So 
Wales.  But  this  Bill  steps  in  and  i 
that  at  the  expiration  of  fourteen  ve 
all  trade  marks  registned  under  the  Si 
law  shall  cease.  Our  object  bemg  to  \ 
serve,  as  far  as  possible,  existing  and  I 
crued  rights  under  the  trade  marks  lei 
lation  of  the  States,  I  should  sav  that 
we  pass  the  clause  as  it  stands  there  \ 
in  many  instances  be  a  bar  to  registratifiil 
the  end  of  fourteen  years.  There  wil! 
many  persons  who,  when  the>-  apply  to ! 
Commonwealth  (^ce  for  the  registration 
a  trade  mark,  will  find  that  their  applicat! 
is  leasted  by  persons  in,  perhaps,  Westi 
Australia,  Queensland,,  or  elsewhere.  l! 
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»e    intention  of  the  Government  to  abso- 
»tely  deprive  thcBC  who  arc  xegistered 
nde'r  the  Trade  Marks  Act  of  New  South 
^^Ales,  at  the  end  of  fourteen  years,  of 
rieir  right  to  use  their  trade  marks? 

_t^enator  McGKEGOR  (South  Australia— 
'ice-President  of  the  Executive  Council). — 
t  -will  be  noticed  from  clause  5,  that  the 
ntention  of  the  Bill  is  that  any  rights  that 
ire  possessed  by  those  who  have  registered 
:ra4ie  marks  will  still  continue. 

Senator  Keating. — They  ought  not  to  be 
prejudicially  affected  by  the  Commonwealth 
I  n.\v. 

Senator  WcGREGOR.— I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  great  probability  of  difficulties 
arising,  because,  as  soon  as  this  measure  be- 
comes an  Act,  the  great  majority  of  those 
persons  who  have  trade  marks  registered, 
and  who  are  doing  business  in  Australia, 
v.-iil  register  under  the  Commonwealth  law. 
Senator  Keating  will  see  that  the  rights  pos- 
sessed by  persons  who  have  registered  trade 
marks  in  New  South  Wales  apply  only  to 
New  South  Wales.     I  do  not  think  that 
those  rights  would  be  of  sufficient  value  to 
them  to  prevent  them  from  registering  tmder 
the  Commonwealth  law.    I  see  no  objection 
to  the  clause,  because  everything  will  be 
done  to  protect  existing  rights.    I  feel  sure 
that  people  who  are  interested  will  be  per- 
fectly satisfied.    If  persons  in  New  South 
AVales,  possessing  trade  marks  rights,  at- 
tempt to  register  under  the  Commonwealth 
law,   and    are   opposed  by  some  one  in 
(Queensland    or    Western    Australia,  my 
opinion  is,  that,  when  the  machinery  of  this 
legislation  is  set  in  motion,  we  can  trust  tha 
officers  to  see  that  justice  is  done. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria). — My  opinion 
is  that  clause  7  is  cme  of  the  most  valuable 
provisions  of  the  Bill.  While  it  is  quite 
true  that  in  New  South  Wales,  so  far  as 
the  limits  of  that  State  are  concerned,  the 
proprietors  of  trade  marks  have  perpetual 
rights,  yet  at  the  same  time  the  very  object, 
and  design,  of  this  Bill,  as  of  all  Federal 
le^'islation,  is  uniformity.  It  would  be  quite 
impossible  to  obtain  uniformity  did  not  this 
clause  exist  in  its  present  shape.  If  any 
serious  hardship  were  done,  we  should  give 
attention  to  it,  but  practically  I  do  not 
think  that  any  hardship  will  accrue.  First 
of  all,  the  registered  proprietors  of  tnule 
marks  in  New  South  Wales  will  now  have 
the  advantage  of  registration  throughout  the 
Commonwealth. 

Senator  Keating. — That  is,  if  they  take 
advantage  of  clause  8. 

Senator  BEST,— Precisely. 


Senator  Keating. — They  may  not  be  able 
to  take  advantage  of  it 

Senator  BEST.— I  thmk  that  they  would 
have  no  difficulty  in  taking  advantage  of  the 
Bill.  Their  rights  are  largely  conserved 
by  clause  27,  because  a  trade  mark,  which 
it  was  sought  to  have  renewed,  could  <xUy 
be  opposed  by  somebody  who  had  been  hon< 
estly  using  the  same  trade  mark  in  some 
other  portion  of  Australia.  Clatise  27  says 
that— 

la  case  of  hoaest  concurrent  user,  or  of  special 
circumstances,  the  Court  may,  in  iti  discretion, 
permit  the  registration  of  the  same  trade  mark, 
or  of  nearly  identical  trade  marks,  for  the  same 
goods  by  more  than  one  proprietor,  subject  to 
such  conditions  and  limitations  as  to  mode  or 
place  of  user,  or  otherwise,  as  it  thinks  fit  to  im- 
pose. 

So  that  complete  discretion  is  given  to  the 
Court  under  special  circumstances  to  do 
what  the  merits  of  the  case  demand.  In 
addition  to  which,  I  would  observe  that 
when  clause  27  is  reached  I  intend  to  ask 
that  the  same  discretion  shall  be  extended 
to  the  Registrar,  and  to  the  law  oflScer.  If 
clause  27  is  amended  in  that  direction  I 
do  not  think  there  will  be  much  room  for 
the  apprehensions  of  my  honorable  and 
learned  friend. 

Senator  Keating. — Look  at  the  last 
paragraph  of  clause  23. 

Senator  BEST. — I  think  that  provision 
ought  to  be  amended  also.  Sub-clause  2 
of  clause  23  pro^-ides  that — 

The  fact  that  a  mark  is  publicly  used  by  more 
than  three  persons  as  a  mark  on  or  in  connexion 
with  similar  goods,  shall  be  treated  as  conclusive 
evidence  that  it  is  common  to  the  trade. 

When  we  reach  that  clause  I  intend  to  ask 
that  it  should  be  amended  so  as  to  read — 

The  fact  that  a  mark  is  publicly  used  by  more 
tfasin  three  persons  in  any  one  State — 
As  the  clause  stands  it  would  certainly 
work  very  serious  injustice,  because  the  fact 
remains  that  the  same  trade  mark  is  regis- 
tered by  various  persons  in  several  States, 
and  the  rights  of  all  those  persons  have  lo 
be  conser\-ed.  But  in  regard  to  the  point 
immediately  under  notice,  the  objection  is, 
I  think,  first  of  all  met.  by  clause  27,  par- 
ticularly if  it  is  amended  in  the  way  I  have 
suggested ;  and  secondly,  if  my  honorable 
and  learned  friend  thought  it  wise  to  insert 
in  that  portion  of  the  Bill  relating  to  re- 
newals of  trade  marks  a  few  words  to  the 
effect  that  special  regard  should  be  paid  to 
registration  under  State  Acts,  such  a  pro- 
vision might  be  useful.  Personally,  I  do 
not  consider  it  necessary,  and  I  do  not 
conceive  that  any  injustice  will  arise  under 
the  clause  in  its  present  form. 
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Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania).— The 
answer  given  to  me  by  the  Vice-President 
of    the    Executive    Council    has  hardly 
covered  the  whole  of   the   ground  with 
which  I  dealt.    Clause  5  lefers  (Xily  to 
the  application  of  the  common  law  to  our 
trade  marks  law  in  Australia.    I  am  not 
sure  that  there  are  not  analogous  cases  in 
Queensland,  but  under  the    New  South 
Wales  law  there  are  trade  marks  in  force 
in  that  State  which  were  registered  forty 
years   ago,    and   the   holders   of  which 
have    never    been,     and    would  never 
be  required    to    re-register.      The  posi- 
tion in  other  Stafes  Has  been   that  the 
term  for  which  registration  has  been  eifec- 
tive  has  been  fourteen  years,  and   if  a 
man,  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  desires 
to  re-register  his  trade  mark,  he  is  entitled 
to  do  so  under  certain  conditions.  The 
holder   of   a   registered    trade    mark  in 
New     South     Wales     has     rights  in 
respect    of    that    trade    mark,  which 
are    perpetual ;    but    in    this     Bill  it 
is  provided  that  a  trade  mark  registered 
under  a  State  Act  shall  cease,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  fourteen  years  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  operation  of  this  law, 
or  from  its  last  registration  or  re-registra- 
tion under  the  State  law.    It  is  in  that 
way  that  I  say  we  are  not,  in  this  Bill,  con- 
serving rights  which  have  already  accrued 
and  are  in  existence.    That  that  is  not  the 
dsject  of  this  Bill  is  indicated  by  para- 
graph a  of  clause  6,  under  which  it  is  pro- 
vided that  the  State  Act  under  which  a 
trade  mark  is  registered,  shall  continue  to 
apply  to  that  trade  mark,  so  long  as  the 
registration  under   that    Act   remains  in 
force.   All  these  registrations  in  New  South 
Wales  will   remain  in  force,  even  though 
it  should  be  forty  years  since  the  trade 
marks  were  registered.  They  would  remain 
in  force  under  the  New  Smith  Wales  law 
perpetually,  because  the  rights  acquired  by 
registration  under  that  law  are  perpetual. 
The  only  solution  of  the  difficulty  which 
has  been  suggested  by  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council  is  that  it  will 
be   competent    for    persons    who  desire 
to     continue     to     hold     the  benefit 
derived  from  the  registration  of  a  trade 
mark  to  re-register  under  this  Bill.  What 
I  desire  to  point  out  is  that  as  the  Bill 
stands  at  present,  and  unless  some  amend- 
ments are  made  later  on,  an  applicant  de- 
sirous of  renewing  his  right  may  find  that 
some  essential  part  of  his  trade' mark  Yizs, 
not  in  New  South  Wales,  but  in  other  parts 


of  Australia,  come  to  be  publicly  usei 
more  than  three  persons,  and  under  cL 
23  that  is  to  be  treated  as  conclusive 
dence  that  it  is  common  to  the  trade  . 
though  he  has  secured  perpetual  right: 
New  South  Wales  under  the  law  there, 
application  for  the  registraticm  of  his  ti 
mark  in  the  Commonwealth  under  this 
may  be  blocked  on  that  account.  Ur 
there  is  an  understanding  that  some  alt 
tion  of  clauses  23  and  27  will  be  cc 
dered,  this  clause  should  not  be  alio 
to  pass  without  comment.  If  it  were  soi 
subsequently  to  amend  those  clauseis 
might  be  said  that  the  matter  should  \ 
been  raised  on  this  clause.  Having  ca 
attention  to  the  question,  I  am  satis 
that  the  Vice-President  of  the  Extcu 
Council  will  consider  with  his  officers 
advisability  of  modelling  the  Bill  sc 
what  differently  in  order  to  meet  the 
cumstances  to  which  I  have  referred. 

Senator  McGREGOR.  —  I  person, 
think,  and  the  officers  of  the  Commonwe: 
also  think,  that  the  Bill  as  it  sta 
meets  all  the  requirements  of  the  peoplf 
Australia.  There  may  be  some  diffia 
with  respect  to  New  South  Wales,  but  w 
I  was  referring  to  clause  5  I  said  tha 
thought  the  application  of  the  common 
provided  for  in  that  clause  to  secure  es 
ing  rights,  would  prcrtect  those  exist 
rights  in  all  circumstances.  I  do  not  th 
that  any  difficulty  will  arise,  such  as  ' 
honorable  and  learned  senator  has  s 
gested,  but  when  we  come  to  oxisider  cl^ 
23  I  shall  have  no  objection  to  an  ame 
ment  requiring  that  a  trade  mark  must  b| 
been  used  by  three  persons  in  one  Si 
before  it  can  be  considered  common 
the  trade.  I  admit  that  there  might' 
four  users  of  a  trade  mark,  one  in  ea(i 
four  States,  and  in  such  a  case  it  wouli 
a  hardship  upon  the  holder  of  a  trade  m 
in  New  South  Wales,  if,  on  such  ground^ 
were  decided,  under  clause  23,  that  | 
trade  mark  was  common  to  the  trade.  I 
such  an  amendment  as  I  have  suggestci 
made,  the  risk  which  might  be  ninj 
holders  of  registered  trade  marks  in  1 
South  Wales  will  be  avoided.  I  havi 
doubt  that  the  Commcmwealth  officers.  1 
drafting  the  measure,  had  the  existing 
in  New  South  Wales,  as  well  as  in  e 
other  State,  in  view. 

Senator  Keating. — I  think  not.  I'l 
clause  52,  a  person  cannot  re-re;; 
within  fourteen  years  from  the  date  of 
first  registraticKi. 
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Senator  McGREGOR.— I  am  taking  a 
'Ote  of  every  <^jection  raised,  and  will  bring 
hem  all  before  .the  officers  respon- 
.it>le  for  the  drafting  of  the  Bill.  Senator 
iCeating  can  rely  upon  it  that  justice  will 
^  done,  so  far  as  it  is  possible,  in  this 
egislation. 

Clause  agreed  to. 
Clauses  8  and  9  agreed  ta 
Clause  10  (Registrar). 
Senator  DOBSON  (Tasmania).— When 
■we  were  considering  the  definition  clause,  I 
moved  an  amendment  upon  the  definition 
of  "  The  Registrar,"  but  had  to  withdraw 
it,  and  I  cnnitted  to  bring  the  question  up 
a.gaiii.    I  shall,  therefore,  have  to  ask  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Eucutive  Council 
later  on  to  recommit  the  clause.     I  have 
risen  now  to  ask  whether  there  is  not  in 
this  clause  a  departure  in  the  language 
which  is  used  in  giving  the  Deputy-Regis- 
trar, provided  for  in  the  clause,  certain 
powers  "  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Re- 
gistrar."   Hitherto,  in  Acts  which  we  have 
passed,  we  have  given  the  Governor-General 
in  Council,  or  the  chief  officer  concerned, 
power  to  depute  or  assign  to  a  deputy  such 
of  his  powers  as  he  might  think  fit.  It 
occurs  to  me  that  that  is  a  better  way  of 
dealing  with  the  matter  than  to  provide, 
as  under  this  clause,  for  the  appmntment 
of  a  Deputy -Registrar,  upon  whom  the 
powers  of  the  Registrar  are  conferred  "  sub- 
ject to  the  control  of  the  Registrar."  The 
Deputy -Registrar  may  give  some  decision 
which  the  Registrar  may  hold  to  be  slightly 
outside  of  his  functions.    He  mnay  think 
that  the  Deputy-Registrar  has  made  a  mis- 
take, and  he  may  then  begin  to  exercise  his 
control.    When  we  have  to  deal  with  judi- 
dal  functions,  the  word  "control"  is,  in 
mv  opinifxi,  a  rather  dangerous  word  to 
use.    I  ask  the  Vice-Presid«it  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  whether  the  language  here 
used  is  not  a  new  departure,  and  whether 
he  thinks  it  would  n(H  be  better  to  provide 
that  the  Governor-General  in  Council  or 
the  Registrar  might  assign  to  a  deputy  such 
of  his  powers  as  he  thinks  desirable. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  do  not  see  that 
any  difficulty  is  likely  to  arise  under  the 
clause.  The  honwable  and  learned  senator 
will  notice,  in  connexion  with  the  fonm  of 
this  Bill,  that  the  same  principle  is  being 
carried  out  as  was  adopted  in  the  Patents 
Bill.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  difficulty 
has  arisen  under  that  measure. 

Senator  Dobson. — What  is  the  meaning 
of  "control,"  as  used  here?  Will  the 
6x 


Registrar  be  able  to  set  aside  or  modify 
a  decisi<»  of  the  Deputy-Registrar? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  cannot  see  the 
difficulty  the  facxux'able  and  learned  senatOT 

raises. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clauses  11  to  14  agreed  to. 

Clause  15 — 

The  essential  particulars  of  a  registrable  trade 
mark  shall  be  one  or  more  of  the  following  par- 
ticulars : — 

{a)  A  name  of  an  individual  or  firm  printed, 
impressed,  or  woven  in  some  particular 
and  distinctive  manner ;  or 

{b)  A  written  signature  or  copy  of  a  written 
signature  of  the  individual  or  firm  apply- 
ing for  registration  thereof  as  a  trade 
mark;  or 

[()  A  distinctive  device,  mark,  brand,  beading, 

label,  01  ticket ;  or 
{d)  An  invented  word  or  invented  words;  or 
[e)  A  word  or  words  having  no  reference  to 
the  character  or  quality  of  the  goods  and 
not  being  a  geographical  name  used  or 
likely  to  be  understood  in  a  geographi- 
cal sense. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria).  —  I  think  it 
will  be  found  desirable  to  make  a  number 
of  alterations  in  this  clause,  which  is  a 
very  important  provision  of  the  Bill.  The 
expressicwi  "  individual  or  firm "  in  para- 
graph a  is  obviously  too  limited.  Mr. 
Moulton,  upon  whom  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Executive  Council  has  relied  to  some 
extent,  amplifies  the  expressiw  in  this  way : 
In  clause  5  of  his  Bill  of  1902' he  pro- 
vides— 

That  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act  a  trade  mark, 
must  consist  of  or  contain  at  least  one  of  the  fol- 
lowing essential  particulars : — 
(ft)  The  name  of  an  individual,  firm,  or  limited' 
or  other  company  or  corporation,  or  bis. 
or  their  trade  name  or  style,  printed,  im- 
pressed, or  woven  in,  some  particular  and. 
distinctive  manner. 

Senator  Givens.  —  Have  we  not  dealt 
with  that  in  the  definition  clause  ? 

Senator  BEST. — Xo;  but  I  point  out 
that  we  may  take  a  short  cut  in  dealing 
with  the  matter  by  substituting  the 
word  "  person  "  for  the  words  "  individual 
or  firm  "  in  paragraph  a,  because  a  person, 
according  lo  the  Acts  Interpretation  Act, 
includes  a  corporation,  and  by  the  amend- 
ment made  at  my  instance  in  this  Bill 
"person  and  applicant"  include  a  body 
corporate  and  firm.  The  groimd,  there- 
fore, would  be  largely  cowred  by  such  an 
amendment  as  I  suggest.  In  this  connexiMi 
I  point  out,  however,  that  the  substitution 
of  the  word  "  person "  for  "  individual  or 
firm"  would  still  be  a  limitation,  because 
we  should  not  thus  include  ^^^i^a^^^rar 


3994  "^raif  ^(ir>&;  [SENATE.] 


BiU. 


or  style.  To  some  extent,  a  trade  name  or 
style  may  be  included  in  the  word  "  firm," 
but  Mr.  Moulton,  who  is  a  great  authority 
on  the  subject,  evidently  does  not  think  so, 
because  he  uses  not  only  the  word  "  firm," 
but  also  the  words  "  limited  or  (Mher  com- 
pany or  corporaticm,  or  his  or  their  trading 
name  or  style."  I  shall  have  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  other  jamendments  necessary  later 
in  the  clause,  but  in  the  meantime  I  suggest 
to  the  leader  of  the  Senate  that  he  should 
leave  out  the  words  "  individual  or  firm  " 
and  substitute  for  them  the  word  "  person." 

Senator  Clemons.— Is  it  necessary  to 
substitute  anything  at  all?  Paragraph  a 
would  be  absolutely  free  from  any  ambiguity 
if  it  stopped  at  the  word  "  name." 

Senator  BEST. — I  think  it  is  necessary, 
because  a  name  might  be  the  name  of  an 
animal. 

Senator  Gzvens. — ^We  have  the  names  of 
animals  already — Bulldog  "  stout,  for  in- 
stance. 

Senator  BEST.— Yes;  but  I  point  out 
that  we  are  here  dealing  with  the  proprietors 
of  trade  marks.  This  clause  deals  with  the 
essential  particulars  of  a  trade  mark,  and 
the  trade  mark  must  be  registered  by  a 
person. 

Senator  Cleuons. — I  see  no  objection 
still  to  .what  I  ha\'e  suggested. 

Senator  Millen. — The  honorable  and 
learned  senator  might  register  a  trade  mark 
aj  that  of  the  "  Lightning  Soap  Companv." 

Senator  BEST.— The  designation  of' the 
trade  mark  itself  does  not  touch  the  point 
with  which  I  am  now  dealing.  Mr.  John 
Smith  might  register  as  a  trade  mark  "  The 
Lightning  Soap  Company,"  or  "  The  Bull- 
dog brand "  for  any  particular  class 
of  goods.  It  will  be  observed  that  other 
paragraphs  of  this  clause  contemplate  other 
things  with  which  I  shall  deal  when  we 
come  to  them,  but  the  intention  of  para- 
graph a  is  that  in  the  registration 
of  a  trade  mark  certain  essential  par- 
ticulars shall  appear,  and  what  is  con- 
templated is  the  name  of  the  person  or  cor- 
poration.   I  move — 

That  the  words  **  individual  or  firm,"  line  4,  be 
left  out,  with  a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the 
word  "  person." 

Senalor  McGREGOR. — T  wish  the  Com- 
mittee to  consider  which  of  the  suggestions 
made  by  Senator  Best  would  be  most  bene- 
ficial— whether  we  should  multiply  the 
terms  in  the  way  he  has  indicated  as  ap- 
pearing in  Mr.  ikfnulton's  Bill,  or  use  the 
word  "person."   The  Government  have  no 

ie<:t:?n  to  either  amendment ;  their  desire 


is  merely  to  make  the  Bill  as  perfect  : 
possible,  and  they  are  receiving  the  bene 
of  the  assistance  of  Senators  Best,  Keatia 
and  other  honorable  senators  in  their  ende 
vours  to  that  end.  PersCHially  I  think! 
would  be  sufficient  in  this  case  to  substiiti 
the  word  "  person  "  for  the  words  "  iiH 
vidua!  or  firm."  The  object  of  the  offia 
who  drafted  this  Bill  was  to  make  it 
short  and  comprehensive  as  possib 
I  should  like  to  hear  the  views  of  od 
honorable  senators.  I  am  willing  to  ; 
cept  the  amendment,  because  I  think 
would  be  an  improvement.  It  will  be  1 
ticed  that  paragraph  a  applies  only 
something  which  has  been  printed,  it 
pressed,  woven,  or  stamped  on  goods. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania). — ^Wl 
I  agree  with  what  Senator  Best  I 
said,  I  cannot  see  that  there  wo 
be  any  danger  in  simply  leaving  out 
words  "of  an  individual  or  firm.'*  \M 
is  essential  in  paragraph  a  is  that  a  na 
shall  be  printed,  impressed,  or  wov 
There  is  nothing  essential  about  the  wo 
"  of  an  individual  or  firm."  I  think 
will  be  perfectly  safe  to  omit  the  wor 
but  I  sliall  djject  to  their  being  repla 
with  other  words. 

Senator  GIVENS  (Queensland).— T 
clause  deals  with  the  essential  paiticul 
of  a  registrable  trade  mark,  and  has 
thing  to  do  with  firms,  limited  liability  c< 
panics,  corporations,  <x  individuals, 
these  words  were  left  out,  it  would  ent 
an  individual  firm,  a  limited  company, 
a  corporation  to  register  any  name  ttiai 
chose.  Senator  Best  suggested  that 
the  words  were  (xnitted,  the  name  ot 
animal  might  be  registered.  But  v 
should  not  that  be  allowed?  We  h 
several  cases  of  the  names  of  animals  U 
registered  as  trade  marks. 

Senator  Best. — That  is  provided  foi 
paragraph  c. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  think  that  by  It 
ing  out  these  words  we  shall  simplif\ 
definition,  and  cover  the  ground  as  ci 
tively  as  the  honorable  and  learned 
tor  desires.     I  shall  vote  against  the 
serticHi  of  other  words,  because,  in 
opinion,  they  are  not  necessary. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales 
I  wish  to  draw  attention  to  certain  «< 
■which  appear  to  be  in  their  wrtHig  pi 
Ought  not  the  words  "printed,  impres 
or  woven  "  in  paragraph  o  to  be  places 
the  end  of  the  clause  in  order  to  qua 
other  forms  of  trademarks  ?  .  As  it  st; 
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low,  it  is  only  the  name  of  an  individual 
*v  firm  which  is  qualified  by  those  words, 
iut  surely  it  would  be  more  correct  to  put 
he  words  at  the  end  of  the  provisiai  in 
>rder  to  make  them  qualify  all  classes  of 
rade  marks. 

Senator    GIVENS    (Queensland).  —  I 
(vould  point  out  to  Senator  Millen  that  the 
words  to  which  he  reffers  are  necessary  in 
paragraph  a,  but  not  in  the  other  para- 
graphs.     There  might  be  a  similarity  of 
names  at  any  time,  and  the  essential  thing 
in  paragraph  a  is  that  the  name  shall  be 
printed  in  a  particular  and  distinctive  man- 
ner.     Suppose,  for  instance,  that  the  words 
**  John  Smith  "  -were  to  be  registered  as  a 
trade  mark.      The  trade  mark  would  not 
consist  in  the  name  "  John  Smith "  only, 
because  if  it  did  that  would  deprive  other 
persons  of  that  name  of  the  right  to  use  it. 
The  registrable  fact  would  be  that  the 
name  is  printed  in  a  particular  and  distinc- 
tive manner.     In  the  case  of  paragraph  b 
a  written  signature  does  not  need  to  be 
printed,  certainly  not  in  a  particular  and 
distinctive  manner,  because  the  very  signa- 
ture provides  the  particular  and  distinctive 
manner.      Again  under  paragraph  c  there 
is  no  necessity  to  have  a  distinctive  device 
or  ticket  printed  in  a  particular  and  dis- 
tinctive manner.     If  we  provided  that  a 
distinctive  device  should  be  printed  in  a 
distinctive  manner,  and  a  Srm  selling  the 
goods    wished   to   advertise  them  in  all 
parts    of   the   world,    that   would  pre- 
vent   anybody    from    printing    the  de- 
vice.     What     necessity     is     there  to 
print  an  invented  word  in  a  distinctive  man- 
ner ?    The  fact  that  an  invented  word  is 
registered  would  prevent  any  one  else  from 
using  it,  and  the  invented  word  becomes  a 
distinctive  trade  mark.    I  submit  that  it  is 
only  in  paragraph  a  that  it  is  necessary  to 
use  the  words — 

printed]  impressed,  or-  woven  in  some  particular 
and  distinctive  manner. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania).— After 
hearing  Senator  Givens  emphasize  how  ne- 
cessary it  is  that  the  trade  mark  must  be 
distinctive  in  some  way  or  other,  I  am  sur- 
prised to  find  that  he  is  prepared  to  support 
the  omission  of  the  words  "  of  an  individual 
or  firm,"  because  that  is  the  one  thing  which 
gives  the  quality  of  distinction  to  a  particu- 
lar trade  mark  coming  under  paragraph  a. 
The  object  of  the  whole  clause  is  to  make 
the  essential  particulars  something  abso- 
lutely distinctive,  so  that  there  shall  be  no- 
thing about  a  trade  mark  that  will  come 
under  this  head,  which  will  rob  the  rest  of 
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the  trading  community  of  the  right  to  use  it. 
If  we  omit  those  words,  will  the  name 
be  that  of  a  place,  or  of  a  man,  or  of 
a  body  ?  Supposing  that  a  man  were  to 
take  the  name  of  an  article  and  brand 
"table"  in  a  distinctive  way,  how  far  would 
another  man  be  entitled  to  use  that  in  con- 
nexicHi  with  his  mark?  How  far  would  it 
be  regarded  as  being  a  mark  in  whidi 
the  person  registering  it  had  some  right  of 
user?  What  we  wish  to  secure  under  this 
clause  is  that  the  essential  portion  of  the 
trade  mark  shall  be  as  far  as  possible  sepa- 
rated from  the  additional  matter.  I  doubt 
whether  a  person  could  register  a  simple 
shield  in  respect  of  goods.  There  would 
have  to  be  about  the  shield  something  else 
which  might  be  additional  matter. 

Senator  Millen. — In  New  South  Wales  a 
shield  with  a  lion  across  it  is  registered. 

Senator  KEATING.— The  simple  brand- 
ing of  the  licMi  on  the  shield  creates  a  dis- 
tinctive label.  It  is  the  association  of 
added  matter  with  a  simplie  derice  which 
gives  the  trade  mark  its  distinctiveness. 
Then  you  can  separate  easily  and  accu- 
rately the  added  matter  from  the  essential 
portion  which  comes  under  this  clause  ;  but 
if  the  words  "of  an  individual  or  firm"  are 
emitted  f  fcmh  paragraph  a,  the  term  "  name" 
is  so  extensive  that  it  does  not  qualify  it 
at  all. 

Senator  O'Keefe. — Might  it  not  open 
the  door  to  fraud  if  "name"  were  left 

O'jt? 

Senator  KEATING.— My  objection  is 
that  if  we  simply  say  "  a  name"  we  do  not 
qualify  it  by  saying  what  the  subject  is. 

Senator  Clehons. — Why  should  we? 

Senator  KEATING. — ^A  man  cannot  re- 
gister an  ordinary  word. 

Senator  Millen. — Under  paragraph  e  I 
could  register  the  "  Table  "  brand  of  boots. 

Senator  KEATING. — I  am  not  dealing 
with  that  paragraph.  The  whole  position 
here  is  that  the  name  has  to  be  printed,  im- 
pressed, or  woven,  as  particularly  as  pos- 
sible, and  limited  to  a  certain  class  of  sub- 
jects. That  has  been  the  tendency  in  the 
legislation,  not  only  of  the  States,  but  of 
England.  We  know  that  decisions  have 
been  given  in  regard  to  each  and  every  one 
of  these  paragraphs  to  which  we  expect  to 
look  for  guidance. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania).— I  do 
not  think  that  Senator  Keating  quite  grasps 
the  full  import  of  this  clause.  To  my 
mind  it  presents  a  series  of  alternatives, 
and  nothing  else.  Senator  Givens  and  I 
are  encouraged  to  canit  th&-words  "lOf  an 
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individual  or  firm  "  by  paragraph  e.  It 
has  been  contended  that  a  mere  name  is  not 
sufficient,  and  that  there  should  be  added 
to  the  name  something  to  connect  it  with  an 
individual  or  firm  or  corporation.  If 
honorabie  senators  will  reter  to  para- 
graph e  they  will  see  that  a  far  wider 
scope  is  (^ered  there  in  the  registration  of 
a  trade  mark.  There  is  one  limita- 
tion only.  What  it  practically  says  is,  "  In 
making' your  trade  mark,  and  applying  for 
its  registration,  you  can  use  any  word,  but 
you  must  use  a  word  if  you  use  a  name." 
Subject  only  to  this  limitation  it  does  not 
refer  to  the  character  or  quality  of  the 
goods,  or  have  a  geographical  bearing.  We 
can  all  recollect  a  hundred  and  one  dif- 
ferent words  which  are  registered  as  trade 
marks,  and  which  do  not  refer  to  the  cha- 
racter or  quality  of  the  goods,  and  which 
have  no  geographical  bearing.  It  is  quite 
obvious  that  in  paragraph  a  what  is  es- 
sential is  that  a  name  shall  be  printed, 
impressed,  or  woven.  If  a  person 
were  to  propose  to  register  a  trade  mark 
an  inquiry  would  be  held  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther the  trade  mark  came  under  any  one  of 
the  limitations  in  this  clause.  If  it  hap- 
pened to  be  a  name  printed,  impressed,  or 
woven  in  a  particular  and  distinctive  man- 
ner, it  would  be  accepted  at  once,  because 
it  (xunplied  with  paragraph  a.  It  has  not  to 
comply  with  all  the  limitations,  but  only 
with  one.  I  see  no  reason  for  the  omission 
of  lhat  paiagraph.  Why  should  we  not 
facilitate  the  registration  of  trade  marks?  I 
would  point  out  to  Senator  McGregor  that 
the  essential  part  of  paragraph  a  is  not  a 
name,  and  an  indication  of  an  individual  or 
firm,  but  the  operation  of  printing,  impres- 
sing, or  weaving,  I  can  conceive  it  quite 
possible  that  it  might  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  a  trade  mark  to  be  woven  into  or 
impressed  or  printed  on  certain  articles. 
We  have  the  authority  for  this  provision  in 
the  English  Act. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  -Does  the  honorable 
and  learned  senator  wish  to  leave  out  the 
word  "of"  before  th«  words  ''an  indivi- 
dual"? 

Senator  Clemons. — I  thought  it  had  l>fcen 
done.  I  shall  move  to  strike  out  all  the 
words  in  paragraph  a  after  the  words  "A 
name." 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria).— I  shall  be 
only  too  pleased  to  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment, for  the  purpose  of  enabling  Senator 
Clemons  to  move  his  amendment,  but  t 
think  the  Committee  would  make  a  mistake 
if  it  yielded  to  his  suggestion.    It  has  been 


laid  down  that  paragraphs  a,  by  c,  d,  ant 
are  to  be  read  independently,  and  not  o 
junctively.  That  was  the  subject  of  a  c 
pute  for  many  years,  but  ultimately  it  ^ 
decided  that  they  were  to  be  read  indep 
dently.  Therefore,  in  dealing  with  t 
matter,  we  have  to  look  at  the  object  of 
clause.  It  has  been  held  in  English  le] 
lation  that  in  eoimexi<m  with  tr: 
marks,  a  wi»d  or  words  hav 
no  reference  to  the  quality 
type  of  the  goods  can  be  used.  It 
therefore,  necessary  that,  in  dealing  v 
this  amendment,  we  should  make  pa 
graph  a  apply  to  the  name  of  an  indi>'id 
or  of  a  corporation  or  firm.  If  we  a 
paragraph  a  in  the  manner  suggested 
my  honorable  and  learned  friend,  it  wo 
be  quite  competent  to  register  as  a  tr 
mark  the  name  of  an  article  itself — s 
as  rice,  boots,  or  any  other  conmux 
which  it  was  proposed  to  sell. 

Senator  Clehons. — No,  because  t 
would  be  in  conflict  with  paragraph  e. 

Senator  BE  ST.— My  honorable  : 
learned  friend  has  admitted  that  the  [ 
visions  are  to  be  read  independently, 
conjunctively.  If  so,  it  would  be  0 
petent  to  register  as  a  trade  mark  "ri' 
or  "boots." 

Senator  Clehons. — It  would  never 
held  so. 

Senator    BEST.— My    honorable  , 
learned  friend  cannot  get  away  frMu 
proposition.    In  fact,   it   has   been  | 
down  in  the  Solio  case  that  these  pp 
sions  can  be  read  independently. 

Senator  Givens, — That  case  ded 
that  they  can  be  read  independentlvi  | 
not  that  they  must  be  read  independent 

Senator  BEST.— They  must  be  i 
independently.  It  was  said  ,that  Soi 
in  reference  to  photographic  paper,  i 
ferred  to  the  quality  of  that  paper, 
consequently  it  was  held  that  that  n{ 
could  not  be  used.  .Ultimately  it  ; 
held  that  it  could  be  used,  i 
the  general  principle  was  laid  dc 
as  a  matter  of  fixed  law,  that  I 
provisions  were  to  be  read  independa 
and  not  conjunctively.  Even  in  Bfl 
legislation,  we  have  it  laid  down  aj 
principle  of  trade  marks  law,  that  I 
undesirable  that  any  word  or  words  sn 
be  used  which  have  any  bearing  or 
ference  to  the  quality  or  character  of 
goods.  If  that  is  a  sound  principle 
laid  down  in  paragraph  it  is  unl 
under  paragraph  a,  to  enable  the  chad 
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nd  quality  of  the  goods  to  be  shown  by 
trade  mark.    As  I  have  already  pointed 
ut»  if  the  words  "person  or  corporation 
r  trading  concern  "  are  not  inserted  in  the 

;ay  I  have  suggested,  it  would  be  quite 
lossible  to  register  "  easy  walking  boots " 
is  a  trade  mark. 
Senator  Cumons. — No;  it  would  not. 
Senator  BEST. — I  am  absolutely  certain 
)n  that  point. 

Senator  Clehons. — That  would  be  ap- 
plying a  decision  under  one  Act  to  a  totally 
differmt  Act. 

Senator  BEST.— No,  it  would  not,  in- 
deed. All  it  would  be  necessary  to  say 
would  be,  "  I  want  to  have  impressed  on  a 
particular  portion  of  mv  goods  the  words, 
'  Easy  Walking  Boots.'  " 

Senator  Givems. — That  is  not  a  name. 
Senator  BEST.— "  Boots"   is  a  name. 
"  Rice  "  and  "  fish  "  are  names.    They  de- 
scribe the  character  and  quality  of  goods 
by  name.     Th.'it  is  what  the  result  would 
be,  and,  consequently,  I  see  very  serious 
objections  to  the  alteration.      I  think  the 
proper  course  would  be  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  individual  or  firm,"  and  substitute 
the  words  "  a  person."  That  would  be  more 
in  consonance  with  Britisli  legislation,  and 
with  sound  principles  of  trade  marks  law. 
Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Amendment  (by  Senator  Clehons)  pro* 
pwid — 

That  the  word  "  of,"  line  4,  be  left  out. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  think  we  are 
losing  sight  of  the  real  object  of  paragraph 
a.  That  object  is  distinct  from  the  object 
of  every  other  paragraph  of  this  dause.  I 
would  suggest  10  Senator  Best  that  we 
should  leave  cut  the  word  "  individual,"  and 
substitute  the  word  "  person,"  leaving  in  the 
word  "  firm."  He  will  recognise  that  the 
word  "  person "  has  a  very  wide  meaning 
under  the  Acts  Interpretation  Act,  and  that 
it  will  fulfil  the  whole  object  of  the  para- 
graph. I  will  show  the  object  of  it.  Sup- 
pose there  are  a  number  of  persons  carry- 
ing on  business.  They  may  be  named 
William  Jones,  John  JcMies,  and  Andrew 
Jones.  Or  there  may  be  two  or  three  per- 
sons named  John  Jones  carrying  on  business 
in  a  particular  part  of  Australia.  They 
may  all  wish  to  register  their  names  as  their 
Irailt  marks.  Paragraph  a  provides  that  the 
Mine  of  a  person  or  firm  can  be  registered 
if  it  is  printed,  impressed,  or  woven  in  some 

particular  and  distinctive  manner  upon  the 
goods  sold.    If  the  name  "John  Jones" 

were  to  be  registered  without  being  im- 


pressed in  a  distinctive  manner  upon  the 
^xk3s,  the  name  would  not  be  a  trade  mark. 
In  that  case,  there  would  be  nothing  to  par- 
ticularize John  Jcmes,  of  SwanstcHi-strect, 
from  John  J6nes,  of  Footscray.  But  the 
clause  provides  that  any  number  of  per- 
sons or  firms  can  register  their  names  or  the 
name  of  a  firm,  no  matter  if  it  is  the  name 
of  any  other  person  or  firm,  so  long  as  it  is 
printed,  impressed,  or  woven  in  a  dis- 
tinctive manner  upon  the  goods.  That 
is  the  whole  principle  of  the  pro- 
vision. The  object  is  to  make  the 
matter  s<>  clear  ihat  the  public  will  not  con- 
found Thomas  Brown,  of  one  place,  with 
Thomas  Brown,  of  another.  It  is  a  neces- 
sary provision  in  a  Bill  of  this  description. 
If  we  substitute  the  word  "  person  *'  for  the 
word  "individual"  it  will,  I  believe,  in- 
clude a  firm.  But  we  must  retain  the  para- 
graph. The  other  paragraphs  would  have 
no  effect  without  it 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania). — I  have 
just  been  reminded  that  an  amendment  has 
been  made  in  the  definition  clause,  of  which 
I  was  not  aware.  My  difficulty  was  as  to 
whether  the  words  "individual  or  firm" 
would  be  sufliciently  comprehensive  from  a 
legal  point  of  view.  But  since  Senator 
Best  has  informed  me  that  we  have  already 
passed  an  amendment  in  the  definition 
clause  which  gives  to  the  term  "  person  " 
the  fullest  possible  definition  that  can  be 
thought  desirable,  my  chief  objection  to 
these  words  has  disappeared.  I  therefore 
ask  leave  to  withdraw  my  amendment. 
Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Senator  BEST  (Victoria).— I  move- 
That  the  words  *'  an  individual  or  firm,"  line 
4,  be  left  out,  with  a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
the  words  "  a  person." 

Honorable  senators  are  aware  that  we  have 
already  altered  the  definition  of  the  word 
"  person,"  so  that  it  not  only  comprises  a 
corporation,  but  also  a  firm.  I  think  that 
the  words  "  pcrsOT,  corporation,  or  firm'* 
pretty  well  cover  the  whole  case,  though  Mr. 
Moulton,  in  his  Bill,  uses  the  words  "  an 
individual,  or  firm,  or  limited  or  other  com- 
pany or  corporation." 

Senator  MULCAHY  (Tasmania).  —  I 
think  that  if  we  wish  to  make  the  definition 
more  comprehensive,  the  terms  used  by  Mr. 
Moulton  in  his  Bill  are  better  than  those 
which  we  propose  to  use.  I  am  not  quite 
sure  whether  the  word  "  person "  will  be 
quite  so  comprehensive  as  the  terms  which 
Mr.  Moulton  has  used.    I  do  not  like  to 
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interfere  with  the  drafting  of  a  Bill  in  Ctsn- 
mittee,  but  we  should  know  exactly  what  we 
are  doing,  and  I  doubt  whether  the  word 

perstm "  is  sufficiently  comprehensive  to 
cover  all  that  it  is  desired  to  cover. 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria). — I  now  intend 
to  ask  the  Committee  to  strike  out  the  whole 
of  paragraph  c,  with  the  object  of  substi- 
tuting Mr.  Moulton's  provisicm,  which  is  an 
infinitely  better  one.  His  provision  is  as 
follows : — 

The  original  signature  or  copy  of  tfac  original 
signature  of  an  individuiil,  being  either  his  own 
Dame  or  that  under  which  he  bond  fide  carries 
on  his  business  or  businesses,  or  of  a  tirm  being 
the  bond  fide  trading  name  or  style  under  which 
they  carry  on  their  business  or  businesses  applying 
for  registration  thereof  as  a  trade  mark. 

I  have  also  seen  the  last  Bill  drawn  up  by 
Mr.  Moulton,  and  in  it  he  makes  a  very  im- 
portant alteration,  which  certainly  should 
appear.    The  provision  there  reads — 

The  sigaaturc  or  in  the  case  of  a  corporation 
or  company  the  name  written  in  some  distinctive 
manner  of  the  individual  or  corporatim  apply- 
ing for  the  registration,  or  the  predecessor  m 
the  business. 

I  am  quite  indifferent  as  to  which  of  these 
is  accepted;  but  I  suggest  that  the  Vice- 
Presidoit  of  the  Executive  Council  should 
accept  one  or  the  other,  because,  as  the 
clatise  at  present  stands,  it  would  not  be 
competent  for  a  man  to  register  a  trade 
mark  bearing  the  name  of  the  predecessor 
in  the  business.  We  know  that  in  con- 
nexion with  many  old-established  busi  - 
nesses  the  name  of  the  old  firm  has  been 
adopted  for  years.  The  claxise  provides, 
as  an  essential  particular — 

A  written  signature  or  copy  of  a  written  signa- 
ture of  the  individual  or  firm  applying  for  re- 
gistration thereof. 

And  it  says  nothing  whatever  about  a  power 
to  register  the  name  of  a  predecessor. 
Senator  Gitens. — I  suggest  as  a  short 

way  out  of  the  difficulty  the  leaving  out  of 
the  words  "  individual  or  firm,"  and  the 
inserticMi  of  the  word  "  person  "  as  we  have 
done  in  paragraph  a.  That  would  cover 
everything. 

Senator  BEST.— The  honorable  senator 
will  see  that  it  would  not,  because  that 
might  not  include  a  predecessor  in  a  busi- 
ness. 

Senator  Givens. — ^Yes  it  would,  if  the 
business  was  being  carried  on  in  his  name, 
sign,  or  title.  Such  an  amendment  would 
make  the  clause  consistent  throughout. 

Senator  BEST.— I  think  it  would  be 
viser  to  have  the  name  of  the  individual 


applying  or  the  predecessor.     In  the  p 
ceding  paragrai^  we  have  provided 
the  name  of  the  person  beiog  printed 
interwoven  or  impressed  in  some  parti 
lar  and  distinctive  manner/  but  in  i 
paragraph  what    is  contemplated  is 
written  signature  of  the  applicant.  I 
lieve  that  the  paragraph  as  it  stands  d 
not  go  far  enough,  and  it  should  inch 
the  name  of  the  predecessor  in  the  busim 
I  move — 

That  paragraph  b  be  left  out,  with  a  view 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following  paragraph 

(b)  A  written  signature,  or  a  copy  of  a  writ 
signature,  of  the  individual,  being  either  his  < 
name  or  that  under  which  he  bond  fide  cji 
on  bis  business  or  businesses,  or  of  the  firm,  be 
the  bond  fide  trading  name  or  style  under  «1 
they  carry  on  their  business  or  businesses,  ap; 
ing  for  a  registration  thereof  as  a  trade  mar) 

I  admit  that  if  I  had  a  little  time  I  co 
possibly  cut  down  this  paragraph  to  sc 
extent. 

Senator  Sir  Wiluah  Zeal. — ^Why 
have  the  amendment  prmted  for  the  ben 
of  hcMiorable  senators? 

Senator  BEST. — ^This  is  merely  a  ver 
alteration,  proposed  on  recognised 'author 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  do  not  thi 
that  such  an  alteration  is  really  necess.n 
The  more  definite  we  make  our  legislati 
the   less   trouble  there  will   be   in  i 
ministering  it.    The  object  of  this  pa 
graph  is  simply  to  enable  an  individual, 
firm,  to  register  his  or  their  name — that 
the  written  name,  or  a  copy  of  the  writ 
name.    That  is  the  distinctive  feature 
this  paragraph.    The  essential  partial 
in  this  instance,  is  the  written  signature 
the    individual    or    firm.    With  resp 
to  the  difficulty  pointed  ou;  by  Semi 
Best — and  I  am  sure  members  of  the  C( 
mittee  are  indebted  to  the  honorable  a 
learned  senator  for  the  trouble  he  is  tafe 
in  connexion  with  thfs  legislation — if  a  fl 
is  trading  under  the  title  of  Jtrfinsttj 
Jones,  and  Co.,  those  particular  perl 
may  have  been  dead  a  long  time,  and^ 
firm  may  be  in  the  hands  of  Young  i 
Brown,  who  are  carrying  on  the  busifl 
in  the  name  of  Johnstone,  Jortes,  and  J 
They  would,  of  course,  have  a  perfect  rl 
under  this  paragraph  to  register  the  wril 
signature  of  the  firm  of  Johnstone.  Jol 
and  Co..  or  a  copy  of  it.    I  think  it  wa 
be  far  better  to  leave  the  paragraph  as  it 
The  draftsman  has.  in  this  instance  % 
much  simplified  the  matter.    I  believe 
paragraph  carries  out  all  that  is  reqiiil 
and  I  hope  honorable  senatCR-s  will  pafl 
as  it  stands. 
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.  Senator  BEST  (Victoria).— I  have  no  de- 
iire  to  unduly  etobarrass  the  leader  of  the 
-government  in  the  Senate. 

Senator  McGregor. — I  quite  understand 
hat  the  honorable  and  learned  senator  is 
3oing  his  best  to  improve  the  Bill. 

Senator  BEST. — In  my  amendment  I 
bave  adopted  the  words  of  Mr.  Moulton, 
because  he  is  such  a  recognised  authority. 
Senator  Given j  has  suggested  the  leaving 
out  of  the  words  "  individual  or  firm,"  with 
a  view  to  substituting  the  word  "person." 
That  would  be  an  improvement  upon  the 
paragraph  as  it  stands,  but  the  objection  t  ^ 
that  lies   in  the  fact  that  what  is  required 
here  is  iHe  written  signature  or  copy  of  the 
written  signature  of  the  pers<m,    and  as 
**person"  includes  a  corporation,  and  a  cor- 
poration has  no  written  signature,  but  a  seal, 
the  result  might  be  to  restrict  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  "  person  "  to  some  extent.  If 
Senator  McGregor  has  any  objection  to  the 
■wording  of  my  amendment,  I  suggest  an- 
oth«-   alteration  of  the  paragraph,  which 
would  be  very  simple,  and  readily  followed. 
It  is  that  the"  word  "  persm  "  be  substituted 
for  the  words  "  individual  or  firm,"  and  that, 
after  the  word  "  thereof,"  the  words  "  or  his 
predecessor  in  business  "  be  inserted. 

Senator  McGregor. — I  am  prepared  :o 
agree  to  that. 

Amendment,  by  .leaw,  withdrawn. 
Amendments  (by  Senator  Best)  agreed 

That  the  words  "  individual  or  firm,"  line  8, 
be  left  oat,  with  a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  therof 
the  word  "  person." 

That  after  the  word  "  thereof,"  line  o,  the 
words  "or  his  predecesaoT  in  business"  he  in- 
serted. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria). — I  desire  now 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  a 
matter  to  which  I  referred  very  fully  when 
speaking  on  the  seccmd  reading  of  the  Bill, 
and  to  submit  a  further  amendment.  The 
object  is  to  preserve  old  trade  marks  that 
are  not  registered.  In  this  oonnexicm,  I  am 
followirjg  the  principles  laid  down  in  Bri- 
tish legislation  an  the  subject    I  move — 

That  the  following  new  paragiafA  be  added — 

"  (/}  Provided,  however,  that  any  word  or 
words,  letter,  figure,  or  combination  of 
letters  or  figures  used  as  a  trade  mark 
before  the  first  day  of  Jaauary,  1901, 
may  be  registered  as  a  trade  mark  under 
this  Act." 

A  somewhat  similar  provision  was  inserted 
in  British  legislation  on  this  subject,  for 
the  preseryatbn  of  old  trade  marks  which 
had  been  in  existence,  I  was  about  to  say, 
almost  for  centuries,  but  at  all  events  for 


a  great  many  years.  The  date  fixed  in  the 
English  statute  was  some  day  in  the  year 
187.5,  what  was  provided  was  that 
trade  marks  in  existence  prior  to  that  were 
not  to  be  prejudiced  by  the  Act.  I  sub- 
mit this  amendment  on  the  same  lines,  in 
order  to  preserve  a  number  of  our  old  trade 
marks,  and  there  are  hundreds  of  (veil- 
recognised  brands  and  trade  marlu  in  use  in 
Australia*  that  are  not  registered.  Only  tn 
the  last  day  of  meeting  of  the  Senate  an 
honorable  senator  mentioned  to  me  a  case 
which  had  come  under  his  notice  profes- 
sionally, where  a  trade  mark  had  been  in 
existence  for  twenty  or  thirty  years,  and 
under  the  law  of  South  Australia  the  actual 
proprietors  of  it  were  unable  to  register  it, 
beca'use  some  of  the  essential  particulars 
required  under  the  State  law  prevented  that 
being  done.  I  contend  that  if  a  man  has, 
by  his  enterprise,  given  great  value  to  a 
particular  trade  mark,  and  by  the  expen- 
diture of  money  has  increased  the  reputa- 
tion of  his  goods  upon  the  market,  and 
those  goods  are  known  to  the  public  as  meri- 
torious, he  should  continue  to  have  the  bene- 
fit of  his  trade  mark,  and  should  not  be  pre- 
judiced by  our  legislation.  I  am  not  in  this 
matter  introducing  any  novel  principle, 
but  endeavouring  to  follow  practically  the 
terms  of  British  legislation  on  the  subject. 
I  may  be  asked  why  I  fix  the  date  as  the 
ist  day  of  January,  1901.  It  is  necessary 
to  fix  some  date,  and  as  the  Commraiweahh 
came  into  existence  on  the  ist  January-,  1901, 
that  was  the  date  fnnn  which  our  legisla- 
tbn  must  start — it  certainly  could  not  go 
behind  that  date.  X  therefore  suggest 
that  that  is  a  very  proper  date  to  insert  in 
this  instance.  I  believe  that  ^the  adoption 
of  this  amendment  would  but  do  justice  to 
a  number  of  enterprising  men  who  are  the 
proprietors  of  well-established  trade  marks. 

Senator  Givens. — The  honorable  and 
learned  senator  is  referring  to  trade  marks 
registered  before  the  1st  January,  1901  ? 

Senator  BEST. — ^No  j  to  trade  marks  that 
have  not  been  registered.  I  remind  the 
honorable  senator  that  if  they  had  been 
registered  thev  would  be  protected  under 
this  Bill. 

Senator  Givens. — ^The  proprietors  could 
not  have  valued  the  trade  marks  very  much 
if  they  have  not  registered  them. 

Senator  BEST. — I  point  out  to  the  hon- 
orable senator  that,  by  reason  of  the  require- 
ments of  the  State  laws  with  respect  to  the 
essential  particulars  of  a  trade  mark,  it  may 
not  have  been  possible  to  register  the  trade 
marks  to  which  I  refer.  (It  ^^^ni^  desire 
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that  the  rights  of  the  owners  in  these  trade 
marks  shomd  be  preserved  by  this  Bill.  I 

am  not  weddeB  to  the  ist  day  6t  January, 
1 90 1  ;  I  should  be  content  if  honorable  sena- 
tors decided  to  go  ten  years  back ;  but  I 
think  that  the  ist  day  of  January,  1901, 
would  be  a  date  consonant  with  the  Ccxn- 
monwealth  legislation. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania).— It  has 
been  judicially  decided  that  a  mere 
combination  of  letters  that  do  not  in 
themselves  form  a  word  would  not 
come  within  paragraph  c  of  this  clause. 
There  are  some  marks,  the  essential 
particulars  of  which,  not  from  the  legal 
or  statutory  point  of  view,  but  from  (he 
oommerical  point  of  view,  consist  merely 
of  letters  used  in  combination.  We  hear, 
for  instance  of  "G.B.D.,"  "C.B.B.,"  and 
other  combinations  of  that  kind  applied  to 
particular  classes  of  goods.  We  know  as  a 
matter  of  fact  that  it  is  only  by  reason  of 
the  fact  that  they  are  used  in  association 
with  some  simple  device,  which  may  be  a 
circle,  a  wreath,  or  an  oval-shaped  device, 
that  they  have  been  registered  as  trade 
marks. 

Senator  Sir  William  Zeal. — They  are 
generally  the  initials  of  a  firm. 

Senator  Best. — There  is  the  combination 
"I.X.L." 

Senator  KEATING.— They  are  gene- 
rally the  initials  of  a  firm,  and  they  are 
used  in  association  with  scmie  such  device  as 
I  have  mentioned.  A  difficulty  is  that  it  is 
competent  for  other  p»8ons  to  use  these 
combinations  of  letters  when  separated  fran 
the  particular  devi«.  There  have  been  one 
or  two  instances  in  Australia  where  people 
have  claimed  to  use  particular  combinations 
of  letters,  which,  from  the  commercial,  if 
not  from  the  legal  or  statutory  point  of 
view,  form  the  essential  particulars  of  trade 
marks ;  and  persons  who  have  gained  credit 
for  a  particular  brand  of  goods  having  a 
certain  trade  mark,  have  thereby  been  de- 
frauded. I  am  disposed  to  believe  that  the 
amendment  moved  by  Senator  Best  will  meet 
that  difficulty,  and  probably  the  honorable 
and  learned  senator  intended  that  it  should. 
I  had  intended  myself  to  move  the  addition 
of  a  new  paragraph  to  the  following  ef- 
fect:— 

Aoy  combination  of  letters  not  fonning  a  word 
01  of  figures,  or  such  letters  and  figures  com- 
bined together. 

But  I  think  that  Senator  Best's  amendment 
will  effectively  deal  with  the  matter. 


Senator  Best. — It  will  deal  with  1 
recognised  old  trade  mark. 

Senator  KEATING.— If  Senator  Q 
has  that  in  contemplation,  I  have  very  mi 
pleasure  in  supporting  the  amendment 
has  moved. 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  16  agreed  to. 

Clause  17 — 

Except  in  the  case  of  a  trade  mark  prep* 
registered  in  any  State  under  a  State  Trade  Mj 
Act,  a  registrable  trade  mark  must  not  coatai 
[a)  the  words  *'  trade  mark,"  "  regi&teic 
*'  registered    design,"    "  copyrigl 
"entered  at  StaUoners*  Hall," 
counterfeit  this  is  forgery,"  or  »( 
to  the  like  effect;  or 
{b)  a  representation  of  the  King,  tbc  Qui 
or  any  member  of  the  Royal  Famill 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria).— I  cannot 
the  necessity  for  striking  out  of  a  tr 
mark  such  words  as  are  menticMied  in  I 
clause.  If  a  thing  is  bond  fide  registe 
as  a  trade  mark,  and  anything  on  its  i 
indicates  that  fact,  that  gives  further  as; 
ance  to  the  public.  What  the  clause  me 
is  that  in  future  it  shall  not  be  compel 
for  a  merchant  to  use  the  words  "  tr 
mark,"  "registered  design,"  "copvrigb 
and  "entered  at  Stationers'  Hall,'"  in 
trade  mark.  I  am  quite  aware  that 
trade  mark  regulations  of  Great  Bril 
contain  this  particular  provision,  but  so 
1  have  not  been  able  to  discover  wh) 
should  exist.  I  would  suggest  to  Seni 
McGregor  that  the  words  "  trade  mar 

registered,"   "  registered  design," 
"copyright"  should  be  omitted.  I 
well  understand  a  represmtation  of 
King  or  the  Queen,  or  other  members  of 
Royal  Family  being  excluded. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  am  infon 
that  this  clause  embodies  the  practice 
England.  In  the  absence  of  the  pro\-is: 
it  might  be  found  that  those  who  had 
registered  trade  marks  might  have  wri: 
or  printed  the  words  "  registered  tr 
mark  "  or  the  word  "  registered."  If  t 
were  to  simply  use  the  word  "  registere 
it  would  not  be  a  false  description  under 
Fraudulent  Marks  Act,  and  no  prosecui 
could  take  place.  The  object  of  the  ] 
vision  is  to  prevent  the  use  of  these  wc 
in  unregistered  trade  marks. 

Senator  Best. — ^Why  i»t  leave  out 
clause  ? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— It  is  far  be 
to  accept  the  clause,^^^ecialL|r  when  i 
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^imembered  that  we  are  only  going  on  the 
Ines  followed  in  the  old  oountry. 

Senator  CLKMOXS  (Tasmania).— We 
re  not  exactly  following  those  lines,  be- 
muse this  clause  is  really  taken  from  the  re- 
JTJlations  made   under  the   British  Act. 
iZTlause  70  of  this  Bill  reserves  to  the  Gover- 
rkor-General  in  Council  the  power  to  make 
regulations,  and  for  many  reasons  it  would 
t»e  desirable  to  leave  out  this  clause,  and,  if 
necessary,  to  deal  with  the  subject  by  regu- 
lation.     If  it  is  dealt  with  in  a  special 
clause,  it  will  be  a  limitation  of  the  power 
cscHitaxned  in  clause  70.    It  will  be  much 
better  to  leave  the  whole  question  to  be 
dealt  with  by  regulations.    In  these  drciun- 
stances  it  will  not  do  any  harm  if  we  omit 
the  clause. 

Question — That  the  clause  stand  part  of 
the  Bill — put.   The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes     ...  ...  ...  ro 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  9 


Majority 


Avis. 

Pearce,  G.  F. 
Styles,  J. 
Zeal,  Sir  W.  A. 

Teller: 
O'Keefe,  D.  J. 

NOES. 

Malcahy,  E. 
Smith,  M.  S.  C. 
Walker,  J.  T. 

Teller: 
MiUen,  £.  D. 


Dawion,  A. 

dc  Largie,  H. 
Drake,  J.  G. 
Guthrie.  R.  S. 
Higgs,  W.  G. 
McGregor,  G. 


Best,  R.  W. 
riemons.  J.  S. 
Fraser,  S. 
Keating,  J.  H. 
Macfarlane,  J. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clauses  18  to  21  agreed  to. 

Clause  22 — 

A  trade  mark  must  be  registered  in  respect  of 
particular  goods  or  classes  of  goods  as  prescribed. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria).— I  hope  that 
Senator  McGregor  will  see  his  way  to  em- 
body in  the  Bill,  at  a  future  stage,  the 
regulaticms  which  have  been  in  use  for 
many  years  in  Great  Britain  and  the  several 
States.  These  have  been  approved  by 
user  so  long  that  he  will  make  the  measure 
more  complete  by  including  them  in 
a  schedule.  There  will  be  no  difficulty 
in  complying  with  my  suggestion,  because 
I  learn  that  regulations  have  been  prepared, 
T  suppose,  in  anticipation  of  the  Bill  com- 
ing into  operation  at  an  early  period.  I 
have  spoken  to  some  busiiiess  men  on  this 
subject,  and  they  all  say  that  it  would 
facilitate  operations  to  have  the  regulatkuis 


embodied  in  the  Act.  I  shall  ask  my  hon- 
orable friend  to  allow  me  to  move  in  that 
direction  at  a  later  stage,  if  he  sknild  not 
see  his  way  to  take  that  course. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  am  aware  that 
regulati(Hi8  have  been  drafted  to  classify 
the  goods  to  whidi  trade  marks  shall  be  ap- 
plied, but  I  am  not  so  clear  thatthereadiest 
way  to  transact  business  would  be  to  bring 
down  an  immense  schedule,  containing 
nearly  all  the  goods  which  are  dealt  with 
in  the  Commcmwealtb.  When  the  regula- 
tions are  laid  upon  the  table  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Act,  every  honorable  senator 
will  have  an  opporttmity  to  examine  than, 
and  to  move  for  the  amendment  of  any  ob- 
jectionable regulation.  We  are  living  in  a 
progressive  age,  and  we  cao  never  tell 
when  a  new  article  of  food  or  clothing  may 
be  invented.  It  is  vrnx^  easier  to  deal 
with  a  case  of  that  kind  by  regulation  than 
by  a  special  Bill.  But  out  of  deference 
to  Senator  Best,  I  shall  refer  the  matter  to 
the  officers  ccmcerned,  and  get  an  expres- 
sion of  opinion  from  those  who  have  been 
responsU>le  for  the  drafting  of  the  Bill. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  23 — 

I.  If  a  trade  msrl^ 

[a)  contains  parts  not  separately  registered 

by  the  proprietor  as  trade  marks,  or 

(b)  contains  matter  common  to  the  trade  or 

otherwise  of  a  non-distinctive  character, 
the  Registrar  or  the  Law  Officer  or  the  Court,  in 
deciding  whether  the  trade  mark  shall  be  en- 
tered or  shall  remain  upon  the  register,  may  re- 
quire, as  a  condition  of  its  being  upon  the  re- 
gister, that  the  proprietor  shall  disclaim  any  right 
to  the  exclusive  use  of  any  of  those  parts,  or  of 
that  matter,  to  the  exclusive  use  of  which  they 
hold  him  not  to  be  entitled,  or  that  he  shall  make 
such  other  disclaimer  as  they  think  needful  for 
the  purpose  of  defining  his  rights  under  the  re- 
gistration. 

Fnmdcd  always  that  no  such  disclaimer  shall 
afFect  any  rights  of  the  proprietor  of  the  trade 
mark  except  such  as  depend  upon  its  registra- 
tion. 

a.  The  fact  that  a  mark  is  publicly  used  by 
more  than  three  persons  as  a  mark  on  or  in  con- 
nexion with  similar  goi>ds  shall  be  treated  as 
concluuve  evidence  that  it  is  common  to  the  trade. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria).— The  first 
alteration  I  desire  to  suggest  in  this  clause 
is  the  insertion  of  the  words  "  in  his  or  its 
discretion  "  after  the  word  "  may  "  in  sub- 
clause I.  That  word  is  sometimes  read 
as  "  shall."  and  it  would  be  a  fatal  thing 
in  many  instances  were  it  read  as  "shall.' 
It  will  be  noticed  that  if  a  trade  mark 
contains  a  matter  common  to  the  trade  it 
may  be  rejected  frcm  the  registry,  or  that 
if  it  is  the  case  of  an  application  for  a 
trade  mark  in  tEese  drciiQUtancesiit  may 
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be  rejected.  That  would  be  manifestly 
unfair,  because  hitherto  a  particular  brand 
or  trade  mark,  such  as  the  Li<xi  brand  or 
trade  mark,  has  been  registered  bv  six 
different  proprietors  in  six  different  States. 
And  under  sub-clause  2  of  this  clause  most 
serious  hardships  might  be  worked. 
The  second  suggestion  I  have  to  make  is 
that  after  the  word  "  persons "  the  words 
*'  in  any  one  State "  ought  to  be  inserted. 
I  understand  that  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Executive  Cotmcil  will  agree  to  this 
amendment,  and,  therefore.  I  move — 

That  after  the  word  "  may,"  line  8,  the  words 
"  in  his  or  its  discretion  "  be  inserted. 

In  this  amendment  I  am  following  the 
principle  laid  down  in  clause  27,  which  has 
to  be  read  in  conjunction  with  the  present 
provision. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Senator  Best)  agreed 
to — 

That  after  the  word  *' persons,"  line  22,  the 
words  "in  any  one  State"  be  inserted. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  24 — 

Except  by  order  of  the  Court,  the  Registrar 
shall  not  register  in  respect  of  ^e  same  goods 
a  trade  mark  identical  with  one  belonging  to  a 
different  proprietor  which  is  already  on  the  re- 
gister in  respect  of  such  goods,  or  so  nearly  te- 
sembling  such  a  trade  mark  as  to  be  likely  to 
deceive. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania).  —  I 
should  like  to  draw  attenticxi  to  the  ver- 
biage in  this  and  one  or  two  other  clauses 
on  the  same  page.  The  amendment  which 
I  intend  to  move  does  not  in  any  way  affect 
the  principle  the  clause.  .^x»rding  to 
clause  22  a  trade  mark  may  be  "  registered 
in  respect  of  particular  goods  or  classes  of 
goods  as  prescribed,"  and  I  suggest  that 
in  clause  24  similar  terms  should  be  used, 
so  as  to  prevent  any  doubt  in  construction. 
The  gootis  can  only  be  like  goods  or  like 
classes  of  goods;  and,  therefore,  I  move — 

That  the  words  "the  same,"  line  a,  be  left 
out. 

Senator  McGREGOR.  —  I  think  the 
amendment  submitted  is  an  improvement, 
and,  therefore,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
accepting  it. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendments  (by  Senator  Keating) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  word  "  such,"  line  5,  be  left  out,  with 
a  view  to  insert  in  Ucu  thereof  the  words  "  the 
like." 

That  after  the  word  "  goods,"  line  5,  the 
words  "or  class  of  goods"  be  inserted. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 


Clause  25  agreed  ta 

Clause  26  consequentially  amended 

agreed  ta 
Clause  27 — 

In  case  of  honest  concurrott  user  or  of  sp 
circumstances  the  Court  may,  in  its  discn 
permit  the  registration  of  the  same  trade  : 
or  of  nearly  identical  trade  marks  for  the 
goods.  .  .  . 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria). — It  will 
<^»erved  that   according  to  clause  23 
Registrar  or  the  Law  Officer  or  the  G 

in  deciding  whether  a  trade  mark  shal 
entered  or  remain  on  the  register,  ma} 
quire  a  disclaimer,  and  I  think  it  woul 
wise  to  make  a  similar  provision  in 
clause  before  us.     I  move — 

That  after  the  word  "  the,"  line  3,  the  « 
"  Registrar,  Law  Officer,  or  the  "  be  inserti 

The  amendment  will  give  the  Law  Of 
power  to  do  what  the  clause  now  per 
only  to  the  Court.  There  are  majiy  sir 
cases  which  it  would  be  almost  harsh 

people  to  have  to  take  to  Court,  when  \ 
could  be  dealt  with  efficiently  by  the 
gistrar  or  Law  Officer.  Keeping  in  1 
that  there  are  separate  registrations  in 
different  States,  and  the  difficulties  wl 
may  arise  therefrom,  I  submit  this  anu 
ment  with  a  view  to  simplicity  and  1 
ruxny. 

Senator  McGREGOR.  —  I  agree  1 
Senator  Best  that  it  is  a  desirabte  aitu 
ment.     There  are  many  cases  which 

Registrar  or  Law  Officer  might  be  abl 
settle  without  putting  the  parties  to 
trouble,  to  say  nothing  of  the  expense, 
going  before  the  Court.  If  any  injui 
is  done  by  the  Registrar  or  Law  0( 
an  appeal  may  be  made  to  the  Court. 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Clause  further  consequentially  ameij 
and  agreed  to.  | 

Clause  28  agreed  to.  | 

Clause  29 —  1 

Where  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  J 
of  a  registered  trade  mark  is  xeqmird  1 
proved  for  any  purpose,  the  Registrar  o| 
Court  .  .  .  may  ....  accept  user  of  an] 
ciated  registered  trade  mark  ...  1 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania).  - 
there  any  reason  why  the  Law  Officer  si 
not  have  power  to  deal  with  sodi  mi 
as  are  contemplated  by  this  clause,  01 
there  been  an  omission  in  the  drafts 
ship?  I  should  think  that  if  the  R 
trar  has  the  power  the  Law  Officer  s| 
also  have  the  power.     I  move — 

That  after  the  word  "  Registrar,"  line  \ 
words  "L.aw  Officer"  be  inserted. 

Amendment  agreed  ta 
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Clause  further  consequentially  amended, 
i-nd  agreed  ta 

Clause  30  agreed  to. 
Clause  31 — 

X .  Any  persoD  claiming  to  be  the  proprietor  of 
ik,  trade  mark,  may  make  application  to  the  Re- 
S^*^'^'        Ihe  re^atration  of  his  trade  mark. 

a.  The  application  mast  be  made  in  the  form 
P  rescribed  and  must — 

(r)  State  an  address  within  the  Commonwealth 
as  an  address  for  service  : 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria). — I  do  not 
t.hink  that  the  words  "as  an  address  for 
service "  are  sufficiently  wide  to  cover  ser- 
-v-ice  of  a  legal  process.  No  doubt  they 
would  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  ser- 
^'ice  of  any  notice  in  conn^don  with  an 
application.  I  see  that  &fr.  Moulton,  in 
his  draft  Bill,  uses  the  words — 

The  address  so  furnished,  or  any  address  sub- 
sequently furnished,  shall  be  a  sumcient  address 
for  the  service  of  any  notice  or  any  legal  oi 
other  proceeding  in  connexion  with  a  trade  mark, 
the  subject  of  such  application. 

I  suggest  the  striking  out  of  the  words  "  an 
address  for  service,'  and  the  insertion  of 
words  based  upon  those  used  in  Mr.  Mout- 
ton's  Bill. 

Senator  Dawson. — Siu'ely  a  trader's  ad- 
dress would  be  known  to  the  Postal  authori- 
ties. 

Senator  BEST. — ^The  amendment  is  in- 
tended to  facilitate  the  working  of  the  of- 
fice. The  ofiicials  cannot  search  over  Aus- 
tralia for  the  owner  of  a  particular  trade 
mark.  He  must  leave  his  address  with 
the  (^Bce,  and  must  understand  that  service 
at  that  address  is  sufficient.  That  is  a 
valid  and  good  prindple.     I  move — ■ 

That  the  words  "  as  an  address  for  service  "  be 
left  out  with  a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the 
words  "  The  address  so  furnished,  or  any  address 
in  Aiistialia  subsequently  furnished  shall  be  a 
sufficient  address  for  the  service  of  any  notice 
or  any  legal  or  other  proceeding  in  connexion 
with  the  trade  mark,  the  subject  of  such  appli- 
cation." 

Amendment  agreed  ta 
Clause   also  ccxisequentially  amended, 
and  agreed  to. 
Clause  32 — 

I.  Every  application  must  be  lodged  by  being 
left  at  or  sent  by  post  to  the  Trade  Marks  Office. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria).— -I  suggest 
that  in  connexion  with  this  clause  we  should 
follow  what  was  done  in  the  Patents  Act. 
The  clause  provides  that  every  application 
must  be  lodged  at  the  Trade  Marks  Office. 
I  wish  to  provide  that  the  application  upon 


being  lodged  shall  be  forthwith  referred 
by  the  Registrar  to  an  examiner  who  shall 
search  the  register,  and  ascertain  and  re- 
port whether  a  previous  trade  mark  has 
already  been  granted,  and  as  to  the  desir- 
ability or  otherwise  of  limiting  the  grant  to 
one  or  more  States.  That  is  in  conscm- 
ance  with  section  39  of  the  Patents  Act, 
which  provides  that — 

Every  application  and  specification  shall  forth- 
with be'  referred  by  the  Commissioner  to  an  ex- 
aminer, who  shall  ascertain  and  report  as  to— 
(a)  Whether  the  title  has  been  stated  as  pre- 
scribed ;  ^ 
{h)  whether  the  invention  hai  been  described 

as  prescribed;  and 
(f]  whether  the  application  and  specification 
are  as  prescribed. 

I  wish  to  have  due  regard  paid  to  trade 
marks  which  have  already  been  issued  in 
other  States-  By  that  means  we  shall  ulti- 
mately obtain  a  system  of  trade  marks  that 
will  be  applicable  in  all  the  States  as  far 
as  possible. 

Senator  Dawson. — There  is  a  very  wide 
difference  between  the  Patents  Office  and 
a  Trade  Marks  Office. 

Senator  BEST.— They  are  to  be  the  same 
office.' 

Senator  Dawson. — In  the  case  of  a  pa- 
tent, a  man  comes  along  with  a  novelty ; 
but  a  trade  mark  is  simply  a  coloured  de- 
sign. 

Senator  BEST.— No.  It  may  be  a 
device  or  a  distinctive  symbol  of  some  cha- 
racter. Mv  suggestion  is  that  care  shall  be 
exercised  in  the  issue  of  Commonwealth 
trade  marks  to  see  that  thev  do  not  infringe 
trade  marks  already  issue<j. 

Senator  Dawson. — I  agree  with  that. 

Senator  BEST.— That  is  my  whole  ob- 
ject. I  move- 
That  after  the  word  "office,"  line  3,  the  fol- 
lowing new  sub-clause  be  inserted — "  ia.  Such 
application  shall  be  forthwith  referred  by  the 
Registrar  to  an  examiner,  who  shall  search  the 
register  herein  provided  for,  and  also  the  vari- 
ous State  registers,  and  ascertain  and  r«>ort  whe- 
ther the  proposed  mark  has  been  already  wholly 
or  partially  appropriated,  and  the  desirability  or 
otherwise  of  limiting  the  granl  to  one  or  more 
States." 

Amendment  agreed  ta 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 
Clause  33 — 

I.  An  appeal  shall  lie  to  the  Law  Officer  from 
any  conditional  acceptance  or  any  refusal  by  the 
Registrar  of  the  application. 

3.  The  Law  Officer  shall  hear  the  applicant  and 
the  Registrar,  and  shall  decide  whether  and 
subject  to  what  conditions  or  modifications  (if 
any)  the  application  shall  be  accepted,  i 
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Senator  BEST  (Victoria).— I  think  that 
in  this  case  there  should  also  be  an  ultimate 
appeal  to  the  Court. 

Senator  Keating. — There  is. 

Senator  BEST.— The  honorable  and 
learned  senator  will  pardon  me,  there  is 
not.  It  is  somewhat  anomalous,  but  it  is 
only  in  cases  where  there  is  opposition  that 
the  applicant  can  appeal  to  the  Court 
under  clause  42,  which  provides — 

1.  Any  party  aggrieved  by  the  decisioo  of  the 
officer  may,  in  the  time  and  in  the  maimer  pre- 
scribed,  appeal  to  the  Court. 

2.  The  Court  shall  hear  the  applicant  and  the 
opponent,  and  determine  whether  the  applica- 
tion ought  to  be  refused  or  ought  to  be  granted 
with  or  without  any  modiGcations  or  conditions. 

In  order  that  the  Bill  might  be  made 
symmetrical,  an  ultimate  appeal  to  the 
Court  should  be  allowed  in  this  case  also. 

Senator  Dawson. — Would  not  that  be 
tautology.  Under  clause  42  any  party 
aggrieved  by  the  decision  of  the  Law  Officer 
may  appeal  to  the  Court 

Senator  BEST. — I  remind  the  honorable 
senator  that  clause  42  refers  only  to  op- 
posed applications.  I  desire  to  have  the 
same  principle  applied  where  the  Registrar 
or  Law  Officer  refuses  applications  whidi 
are  not  opposed. 

Senator  DOBSON  (Tasmania).— I  de- 
sire to  take  the  sense  of  the  Committee 
with  regard  to  these  appeals.  In  my 
opinion,  we  have  rather  too  many  of  them. 
I n  conne xion  with  this  clause,  there  is 
only  one  appeal  from  the  Registrar  to  the 
Law  Officer,  but  Senator  Best  desires  that 
there  should  be  a  second  appeal  from  the 
Law  Officer  to  the  Court.  In  respect  of  ap- 
plications, which  are  opposed,  the  Bill 
already  provides  for  two  appeals.  I  think 
we  might  well  cut  out  one  of  these  ap- 
peals. I  ask  whether  it  is  constitutional 
or  right  to  have  an  appeal  from  the  Re- 
gistrar to  the  Law  Officer.  The  Law  Officer 
will  be  the  Attorney-General,  or  the  So- 
licitor-General, and  I  can  scarcely  con- 
ceive of  a  case  in  which  any  legal  ques- 
tion may  be  involved,  where  the  Registrar 
will  not  seek  the  advice  of  the  Law  Officer. 
In  the  circumstances,  the  Attorney -General, 
having  the  administration  of  the  law,  will 
not  desire  to  have  anything  to  do  with  its 
judicial  features. 

Senator  Best. — It  is  specifically  stated 
in  the  Bill  that  the  law  is  to  be  adminis- 
tered by  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms, or  other  Minister  administering  that 
Department. 

Senator  DOBSON.— If  the  Registrar  is 
in  doubt  in  connexion  with  any  application, 


he  will  no  doubt  seek  the  assistance  » 
advice   of   the   Law   Officer    before  :•. 
gives   his  decision,   and  in  such  dioz 
stances  of  what  use  is  it  to  £1^*6  the  ap'_: 
cant  an  appeal  to  the  Law  OflSlcer 
he  will   already   have  had    that  officeri 
opinion  in  the  decision  given  by  the  Regis- 
trar ?   In  such  a  case  it  might  be  necess.--.- 
to  give  the  applicant  an  appeal  to  the  Cour. 
but  there  should  be  no  necessity  for  2: 
appeal  to  the  Law  Officer.  In  many  of  tbest 
matters  we  do  not  permit  an  appeal  at 
I  understand  that  under  the  Conciliaticn 
and  Arbitratiw  Bill  it  is  proposed  that  tb? 
award  of  one  Judge,  which  may  settle  quH- 
tions  of  momentous  importance,  and  iz- 
rolving  thousands  of  pounds,  is  to  be  fina. 
Why  there  should  be  two  appeals  given  i: 
this  case  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand. 

Senator  Keating. — In  the  case  of  op- 
posed applications  there  may  be  only  one 
appeal  to  the  Court,  under  clause  43. 

Senator  DOBSON. — I  am  aware  of  that, 
but  the  applicant  if  he  chooses  may  bar; 
two  shots.  He  may  appeal  from  the  Regii- 
trar  to  the  Law  Officer,  and  from  the  La» 
Officer  to  the  Court.  I  think  it  is  not  wis 
to  allow  two  appeals.  In  order  to  test  th? 
matter,  I  move — 

That  the  words  "Law  Officer,"  line  i,  be  le.': 
out  with  a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  Uie  wor^ 
"  Court." 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria). — I  quite  realize 
that  there  is  some  force  in  the  argument  of 
Senator  Dobson,  but  we  are  incorporating 
nothing  new  in  these  provisions.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  in  the  experience  of  the 
States,  it  has  proved  to  be  very  convenienr 
to  be  able  to  go  to  the  Law  Officer,  whose 
decisions  have,  as  a  rule,  been  very  satis- 
factory. If  the  applicant  is  to  be  obliged 
to  go  to  tlie  Court,  that  will  simply  mean 
increasing  the  expense  which  he  will  "have  t  • 
incur.  So  far  as  the  Attorney-General  is 
concerned,  when  he  knows  that  it  may  ht 
his  duty  to  adjudicate  on  trade  marks 
matters,  he  will  be  most  careful  not  to  ad- 
vise, and  consequently  the  Registrar  could 
not  go  to  him  for  advice. 

Senator  Dobson. — I  say  that  be  shouIJ 
be  able  to  go  to  him  for  advice. 

Senator  BEST.— Under  the  Victorian 
law  he  would  go  to  the  Crown  Solicitor, 
but  the  "Law  Officer,"  according  to  tha 
definition  in  this  Bill,  is  the  Attorney- 
General  or  Crown  Solicitor  of  the  Common- 
wealth. The  principle  introduced  in  this 
Bill  is  consonant  with  the  legislation  in  the 
States  ;  but,  of  course,  it  does  not  neces- 
sarily follow  on  that  accot^^^uj^Ul«  right. 
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When  we  can  add  that  the  provision  has 
worked  well  in  several  of  the  States,  there 
can  be  little  reason  for  any  serious  appre- 
hension, such  as  that  entertained  by  Sena- 
tor Dobson.  I  think  that,  on  the  whole,  the 
public  will  be  benefited  by  the  provision  as 
it  stands,  because,  if  applicants  ue  obliged 
to  go  to  the  Court  they  will  be  put  to  addi- 
tional expense. 

Senator  Dobson.— The  honorable  and 
learned  senator  is  suggesting  that  they 
should  have  the  right  to  appeal  to  the  Court, 
after  appealing  to  the  Law  Officer. 

Senator  Dawson. — Senator  Best  is  giv- 
ing the  power  to  appeal  to  the  Court,  if 
they  think  they  do  not  get  fair  play  frcm 
the  Law  Officer. 

Senator  BEST.— As  to  the  other  objec- 
tion raised  by  Senator  Dobson,  if  the  Regis- 
trar could  not  get  the  advice  of  the  Attorney- 
General,  he  would  have  to  do  as  is  done  in 
the  States  in  innumerable  instances — he 
would  have  to  get  the  advice  of  a  Crown 
Prosecutor,  or  one  of  the  other  legal  offi- 
cers associated  with  Crown  Departments, 
and,  in  the  last  resort,  he  could  consult  out- 
side professional  opinion. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania).— With 
regard  to  the  apprehension  of  Senator  Ddi- 
son  that,  in  some  cases,  the  Registrar  may 
be  cut  off  from  the  legal  advice  of  the  Law 
Oflfcer  of  the  Ommionwealth,  I  point  out 
that,  in  sucH  a  case,  possibly  what  the  hon 
orable  and  learneli  senator  desires  would  be 
given  effect  to,  and  there  would  be  a  direct 
appeal  from  the  Registrar  to  the  Court.  If 
the  Registrar  consulted  the  Attorney -Gene- 
ral as  Law  Officer  of  the  Commonwealth  in 
a  doubtful  case,  and  he  refused  an  applica- 
tion, and  if  the  applicant  desired  to  appeal 
against  that  refusal,  it  is  not  likely  that  the 
Attorney-General  would  agree  to  sit  in  a 
judicial  capacity  to  review  a  decision  for 
which  he  was  himself  responsible.  Under 
clause  43,  if  both  parties  consent,  an  appeal 
may  be  made  direct  from  the  Registrar  to 
the  Court.     If  we  provide  that,  in  the  case 
of  unopposed  applications,  an  appeal  ma)- 
be  made  by  both  parties  direct  to  the  Court, 
I  am  satisfied  that  in  every  such  case  as  is 
contemplated  by  Senator  Dobscm,  all  parties 
Slaving,  as  they  would,  a  saise  of  decency 
would  agree  to  a  direct  appeal  to  the  Court. 
The  Attorney-General  would  not  care  to  re- 
view his  own  decisi(Hi,  and  certainly  the 
Registrar  would  not  ask  the  appellant  to 
go  with  him  before  the  Law  Officer,  who  had 
already  advised  him  to  refuse  the  applica- 
t™.  If  we  were  to  re-insert  the  clause,  we 
iiught  rely  upcui  it  that  in  every  case  where 


the  Law  Officer  had  been  consulted  the 
appeal  would  be  from  the  Registrar  direct  to 
the  Court. 

Senator  DOBSON  (Tasmania).— Senator 
Best  tells  us  that  the  present  practice  is 
incorporated  in  the  Bill,  and  has  worked 
very  well,  and  that  applicants  have  found 
that  it  is  an  inexpensive  way  of  appealing 
to  the  Law  Officer.  But  Senator  Keat- 
ing says  that  if  the  Law  Officer  were  con- 
sulted, and  had  a  hand  in  guiding  the  de- 
cisitm  of  the  Registrar,  he  would,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course,  refuse  to  take  the  appeal.  I 
take  it  that  if  the  Act  entitled  the  appli- 
cant to  appeal  to  the  Law  Officer  the  latter 
could  not  refuse  to  take  the  appeal,  and 
he  would  not  advise  the  Registrar  in  such 
a  way  as  to  make  himself  judicially  and  offi- 
cially responsible  for  the  advice  given.  On 
the  contrary,  they  would  have  a  friendly 
talk  over  the  matter,  the  Law  Officer  would 
advise  the  Registrar,  though  not  so  fully 
and  thoroughly  as  he  would  do  when  ap- 
pealed to,  and  a  decision  would  be  given. 
An  appeal  would  then  lie  to  the  Law 
Officer,  and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  it  would 
have  to  be  accepted.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  Senator  Keating  is  wrong,  but 
still  I  contend  that  we  are  unnecessarily 
giving  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  applicants. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania).  —  I 
shall  oppose  the  amendment,  because  we  are 
dealing  with  the  whole  class  of  cases,  and 
we  cannot  legislate  for  a  whole  class  by 
reference  to  individual  cases.  If  we  compel 
every  individual  whose  application  is  re- 
fused by  the  Registrar  to  go  to  the  Court 
we  shall  act  wrongly.  This  is  not  a  case 
where  the  rights  of  others  are  necessarily 
involved.  It  is  the  case  of  an  applicatiwi 
which  has  been  duly  notified,  and  to 
which  there  has  been  no  opposition,  but  for 
some  reason  or  other  the  Registrar  has  de- 
clined to  register  the  trade  mark.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  compel  that  man  to  go  straight  to 
the  Court,  when  he  might  be  allowed  to  ap- 
peal in  a  quick,  simple,  and  inexpensive 
way. 

Senator  GtnuHiE. — By  seeing  a  member 
of  Parliament? 

Senator  KEATING.— No;  by  going  to 
the  Attorney-General.  The  matter  would 
have  to  be  heard  by  that  Law  Officer  in  a 
judicial  capacity.  This  provision  is  inserted 
in  the  Bill  because  in  many  of  these  in- 
stances the  Law  Officer  is  quite  competent 
to  decide  whether  the  Registrar  had  or  had 
not  made  a  mistake,  and  to  decide  the  point 
more  expeditiou8ly^and^l|sQj^  to 
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the  party  concerned  than  could  the  Court. 
If  we  were  to  take  away  that  right,  and 
compel  him  to  appeal  to  the  Court,  he  would 
not  feel  inclined  to  go  to  all  that  expense 
and  bother.  If,  in  a  knotty  case,  the  Regis- 
trar did  consult  the  Attorney -General  or  the 
Crown  Solicitor,  and,  acting  on  his  advice, 
refused  the  application,  the  good  sense  and 
decency  of  the  Registrar  and  Law  Officer, 
and  the  demand  of  the  applicant  himself, 
would  combine  to  cause  any  appeal  from 
that  decision  to  be  made,  not  to  the  Law 
Officer,  but  to  the  Court,  if  provision  be 
made  that  bv  consent  the  parties  can  go 
direct  to  the' Court.  But  a  large  number 
of  the  unopposed  applications  will,  I  take 
it,  be  refused  bv  the  Registrar,  actmg  on 
his  own  sense  of  what  is  right  and  wrong, 
without  reference  to  the  latter  officer.  It 
would  be  entirely  wrong  in  these  cases  to 
require  a  man,  in  order  to  assert  his  rights, 
to  go  to  the  expense  of  resorting  to  the 
Court.  We  ought  to  give  him  a  sunple, 
cheap,  and  expeditious  mode  of  getting  the 
matter  settled  by  a  competent  officer,  who 
may  be  called  upon  to  act  judicially  in  a 
matter  which  is  outside  his  own  Depart- 
ment. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria).— I  would  ap- 
peal to  Senator  Dobson  to  withdraw  his 
amendment.  I  know  that  he  is  animated 
by  a  desire  to  consult  the  best  interests  of 
the  public,  but  I  fear  that  he  is  not  doing 
so  in  this  instance.  We  cannot  afford  to 
ignore  our  actual  experience.  At  the 
present  time,  when  an  application  is  re- 
fused by  the  Registrar,  the  applicant  has 
only  to  walk  to  the  office  of  the  Attorney- 
General,  and  lay  the  case  before  him,  at 
very  little  expense,  to  get  a  settlement.  If 
in  such  cases  an  applicant  were  compelled 
to  appeal  to  the  Court,  it  would  prevent  a 
number  of  very  deserving  persons  from 
getting  their  just  rights. 

Senator  DOBSON  (Tasmania).— I  am 
hardly  convinced  by  my  honorable  friends. 
I  think  that  there  are,  too  many  appeals 
provided  for.  Senator  Best,  who  has 
asked  me  to  withdraw  my  amendment,  de- 
sires to  add  another  appeal  against  a  re- 
fusal to  accept  an  application ;  but  the  Re- 
gistrar would  not  reject  an  application 
unless  it  was  perfectly  plain  that  the  appli- 
cant had  no  status.  I  shall  be  quite  con- 
tent to  take  the  sense  of  the  Committee  on 
the  amendment. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  would  also 
ask  Senator  Dobson  to  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment, because  throughout  the  Bill  the  Law 


I 

Officer  is  put  in  a  similar  p08ki(xi  to  t| 
Registrar.  It  will  be  much  betl 
foj:  the  applicants  if  they  can  g 
the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officer  before  tb 
are  obliged  to  go  to  the  Court.  Senat 
Dobson  knows  that  if  there  is  no  oppoj 
tion  to  an  application  for  the  registraiii 
of  a  trade  mark,  and  it  is  found  to  oomp 
with  all  the  provisions  of  the  law,  it  w| 
not  be  refused.  The  reason  for  an  app 
cation  not  being  granted  by  the  Registij 
might  be  an  intimaticm  of  some  oppositic 
If  an  injustice  were  done  to  an  applicai 
or  an  opponent  of  an  application,  by  eitl; 
the  Registrar  or  the  Law  Officer,  he  coul 
go  to  the  Court.  In  my  opinion,  it  woii 
be  time  enough  for  him  to  go  to  the  Coi; 
when  the  injustice  was  dwie.  It  is  ve 
wise  to  afiford  the  public  an  opportunity 
exhausting  every  means  of  settling  thi 
difficulties  before  they  appeal  to  the  Cou 
I  have  no  fear  of  any  political  or  other  i 
fluence  being  brought  to  bear  on  the  Reg 
trar  or  Law  Officer.  Those  cheers  wou 
know  that  tiie  applicant  could  still  app< 
to  the  Court,  and  that  knowledge  wou 
keep  them  on  the  straight  track. 
Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  (by  Senator  Best)  agre 

to —  i 
That  the  following  new  sub-clauies  be  added  ; 

3.  Any  party  aggrieved  by  the  decision  of  ll 
Law  Officer  may,  in  the  time  and  in  the  Dunti 
prescribed,  appeal  to  the  Court. 

4.  The  Court  shall  hear  the  applicant  and  t 
Registrar  or  Law  Officer,  or  both,  and  dcteraii 
whether  the  application,  ou^t  to  be  refused  I 
ought  to  be  granted,  with  or  without  any  modi 
cations  or  conditions. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to.  j 

Amendment    (by   Senator   Best)  pi 

posed — 

That  the  following  new  clauK  be  ioserteH— 
"  33A.  If  the  applicant  and  the  Registrar  ccj 
sent,  an  appeal  shall  lie  direct  from  the  Registi 
to  the  Court  without  any  appeal  to  the  La 

Officer."  ' 

Senator  DOBSON  (Tasmania).— I  sbou 
like  to  hear  what  the  Minister  in  charge  1 
the  Bin  has  to  say  to  this  proposal,  whii 
appears  to  me  to  be  bad  legislation.  O 
can  quite  understand  that  wfiere  an 
cation  is  opposed,  both  parties  may  con» 
to  a  certain  appeal ;  but  when  it  is  desir 
to  appeal  against  the  decisitm  of  the  Regi 
trar,  why  should  the  consent  of  the  lat'! 
have  to  be  obtained  by  the  applicant  ?  Pe 
sonally,  I  must  say,  I  do  not  like  the  pr 
posal.  If  an  applicant  chooses  to  avail  hid 
self  of  the   more   skilled,   capable,  ai! 
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^2«perienced  tribunal,  he  ought  not  to  be  re- 
quired to  get  the  consent  of  the  R^istrar. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  Bill  would 
t>«  better  without  the  proposed  new  clause. 

if  such  a  provision  were  inserted,  it 
ought  to  be  as  a  sub-clause  of  clause  33, 
"wrhich  should  deal  with  the  whole  matter. 
The  case  contemplated  is  where  there  is  an 
application  for  registration,  and  there  is  no 
oppoKsition  except  by  the  Registrar.    If  the 
£.pplicant  is  rot  satisfied,  he  has  the  opticm 
to  go  to  the  Law  Officer,  and  if  he  be  dis- 
satisfied with  the  decision  of  both  Regis- 
tiar  and  Law  Officer,  he  may  go  to  the 
Court.    I  do  not  see  any  necessity  to  give 
either  the  Registrar  or  the  applicant  the 
o{Mion  of  going  to  Gjurt,  without  any  re- 
ference to  the  Law  Officer. 

Senator  Best. — If  both  consent,  what 
does  it  matter  ? 

Senator  McGREGOR. — ^There  is  proper 
machinerr  provided  by  the  Bill,  and  if  the 
parties  idtimately  find  it  necessary  to  go  to 
the  Court,  that  machinery  is  available.  I 
agree  with  Senator  Dobson,  that  there  seems 
no  reason  why  an  applicant,  even  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Law  Officer,  should  have  to  ask 
the  consent  of  the  Registrar  to  go  to  the 
Court,  to  which,  in  any  case,  he  ultimately 
has  the  power  to  appeal. 

Senator  Best. — The  first  words  of  the 
proposed  new  clause  might  be  struck  out. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— But  I  do  not 
think  that  the  new  clause  is  necessary ;  the 
machinery  in  clause  33  is  quite  sufficient. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria).— In  the  pro- 
posed new  clause,  I  merely  adopt  the 
machinery  whicfi  is  provided  in  clause  43, 
which  says — 

If  both  parties  consent — 

that  is  to  say,  the  Registrar  and  the 
applicant — 

an  appeal  shall  lie  direct  from  the  Registrar 
to  the  Court  without  any  appeal  to  the  Law  Offi- 
cer. 

Senator  DoBSON. — ^That  applies  to  cases 
where  there  are  two  parties. 

Senator  BEST. — But  there  are  two  par- 
ties in  the  case  contemplated  by  the  pro- 
posed new  clause,  and  the  same  two  parties 
that  are  referred  to  in  clause  43,  the  Regis- 
trar being  really  the  opponent.  If  Senator 
McGregor  has  any  objection  to  the  proposed 
new  clause,  as  it  stands,  I  am  perfectly  will- 
ing to  make  it  read  as  follows  : — 

If  the  applicant  so  desires,  an  appeal  shall  lie 
direct  from  the  Registrar  to  the  Court,  without 
any  appeal  to  the  Law  Officer. 


Proposed  new  clause  amended  accord- 
ingly, and  agreed  to. 

Clauses  34  and  35  agreed  ta 
Clause  36 — 

Any  person  may,  within  three  mcmths  .  .  .  lodge 
at  the  Trade  Marks  Ofi&ce  a  notice  of  opposi- 
tion .  .  . 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria)'— In  Victoria 
the  time  allowed  for  lodging  notice  of  op- 
position is  one  month,  and  I  suggest  that 
in  this  case,  two  months  might  be  adopted 
as  a  compromise. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— This  is  a  Bill 
which  embraces  the  whole  Commonwealth; 
and  while  a  period  of  one  month  might  be 
reasonable  in  a  single  State  like  Victoria, 
it  would  prove  totally  inadequate  when  it 
was  desired  to  give  an  opportimity  to  per- 
sons residing  in '  Western  Australia  or 
Queensland  to  give  notice  of  opposition.  If 
Senator  Best  had  moved  that  the  notice  be 
extended  to  six  m<mths,  I  should  not  have 
objected. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  37  consequentially  amended,  and 
agreed  to. 
Clause  38  agreed  to. 
Clause  39 — 

I.  Within  one  month  after  the  lodging  of  notice 
of  opposition,  or  such  further  time  not  exceeding 
two  iponths,  as  the  Registrar  on  application  made 
within  one  month  allows,  the  applicant  may  lodge 
at  the  Trade  Marks  Office  a  counter- statement, 
m  duplicate,  setting  out  the  grounds  on  which  be 
relies  to  support  his  notice. 


Senator  BEST  (Victdria).— I  am  told 
that  one  numth  is  quite  instiffident  fOT  the 
lodging  of  notice  of  opposition.  I  there- 
fore suggest  that  the  term  should  be  made 
three  months,  and  likewise  that  the  two 
months  for  whicli  the  time  may  be  ex- 
tended should  be  made  three  months.  I 
think  that  the  Vice-President  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  has  himself  suggested  the 
very  best  reasons  why  the  time  should  be 
extended.  My  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  this  matter  by  one  or  two  gentlemen  who 
have  had  very  great  experience  in  connexion 
with  trade  marks,  and  they  assure  me  that 
the  time  allowed  by  the  Bill  is  not  suffi- 
cient. 

Senator  McGbegor. — I  accept  the  amend- 
ments. 

Senator  BEST. — I  move — 

That  the  words  "one  month,"  line  i,  be  left 
out,  with  a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words 
"three  months";  that  the  word  "two,"  line  3, 
be  left  out,  with  a  view  to  intert  in  lieu  thereof 
the  word  "three";  and  that  the  wordi  "one 
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month,"  line  4,  be  left  out,  with  a  view  to  insert 
in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  the  first-mentioned 
-three  months." 

Amendments  agreed  to. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clauses  40  to  43  agreed  to. 
Clause  44  consequentially  amended  and 
agreed  to. 
Clause  45— 

When  an  application  for  registration  has  been 
accepted  and  has  not  been  opposed,  and  the  time 
for  notice  of  opposition  has  expired,  or  has  been 
opposed,  and  the  op|Josition  has  been  decided  in 
favour  of  the  applicant,  the  Registrar  shall  re- 
gister the  trade  mark  as  on  the  date  of  the  lodg- 
ing of  the  application.  .  .  . 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania). —  I 
draw  attention  to  the  drafting  of  this 
clause.  The  words  "  the  opposition  has 
been  decided  in  favour  of  the  applicant  " 
are  curious  as  a  form  of  drafting.  We  of  ten 
hear  of  objections  being  made  to  an  appli- 
cation, and  the  objection  is  heard,  and  the 
objecticm  is  decided  in  favour  of  the  appli- 
cant. In  clause  4c  it  is  provided  that  the 
Registrar  shall  fix  a  day  for  the  bearing, 
and  shall  decide — 

whether  the  application  is  to  be  refused  or  whe- 
ther it  is  to  be  granted. 

In  clause  42  it  is  provided  that  the  Court 

shall  hear  the  applicant  and  the  opponent  and 
determine  whether  the  application  ought  to  be 
refused  or  ought  to  be  granted. 

Eierywhere  else,  when  reference  is  made 
to  the  hearing  of  an  application  the 
language  used  is  "  whether  the  application 
shall  be  refused  or  granted,"  and  not 
whether  the  "opposition  shall  be  decided 
in  favour  of  "  the  applicant  or  opponent. 
I  suggest  that  we  should  adhere  to  the  lan- 
guage used  in  clause  42,  and  I  move — 

That  the  words  "the  opposition  has  been  de- 
cided in  favour  of  the  applicant"  be  left  out, 
with  u  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words 
*'has  been  granted." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause,  as  .amended,  agreed  to. 
Clauses  46  to  51  agreed  to. 
Clause  52 — 

The  Registrar  may,  on  application  made  by 
the  registered  proprietor  of  a  trade  mark  in  the 
prescribed  manner,  at  any  date  not  later  than 
fourteen  years  from  the  date  of  the  original 
registration  or  the  last  renewal  of  registra- 
tion, as  the  case  may  be  (in  this  division  termed 
"the  date  of  the  last  registration"),  renew  the 
registration  of  the  trade  mark  for  a  period  of 
fourteen  years  from  the  date  of  the  expiry  of 
the  period  of  the  last  registration. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania).— This 
clause  applies  to  trade  marks  that  are  regis- 
tered in  the  Commonwealth,   and  it  is 


stated  that  the  Registrar  may,  on  the  appj 
cation  of  the  registered  proprietor  of ; 
trade  mark,  "at  any  date  not  laj 
than  fourteen  years  from  the  date  of  I 
original  registration  ■'  renew  the  registi 
tion.    Does  that  mean  a  State  registratio 

Senator  Dawson. — Both  State  and  Co 
monwealth  registrations  are  included. 

Senator  KEATING.— What  I  have  1 
ready  said  earlier  to-day  will  go  j 
show  t  hat  there  is  a  necessity  j 
an  amendment .  I  f  the  proprietor 
a  trade  mark  Is  to  be  limited  1 
fourteen  years  from  the  date  of  the  origii 
registration  for  a  renewal  of  the  registi 
tion,  obviously  there  will  be  many  people 
New  South  Wales — and  I  think  some' 
Queensland — who  will  be  unable  to  re-red 
ter  trade  marks.  It  is  thirty-five  or  fa 
years  since  many  of  these  people  obtaiij 
registration,  and  the  rights  they  \ 
tained  as  the  registered  proprietor 
trade  marks  are  not  to  be  regarc 
if  this  clause  passes  as  it  stani 
It  seems  to  me  that  there  should  be  soi 
provision  to  enable  the  proprietor  of, 
trade  mark  registered  in  New  South  Wai 
with  a  perpetual  right  under  the  State  l3\ 
instead  of  merely  a  right  for  fourt({ 
years,  to  obtain  re- registration  as  from  sd 
other  date  under  this  Bill.  ; 

Senator  Dawson. — ^That  would  co{ 
under  clause  50.  I  think  that  fourth 
years  is  a  fairly  long  term. 

Senator  KEATING.— It  may  be,  fc 
the  rights  under  the  New  South  Wales  li 
are  perpetual,  and  they  exist  at  the  pres< 
time.  There  should  be  some  modificatj 
of  this  clause  to  meet  such  cases.  I  hd 
that  even  though  the  clause  should  1 
passed  in  its  present  form,  the  Vice-Pre 
dent  of  the  Executive  Council  will  amsicj 
an  amendment  to  meet  these  special  caj 
before  we  finally  dispose  of  the  Bill.  1 

Senator  Dawson.  —  We  might  gi 
priority  to  an  application  for  a  renewal ! 
registration  in  such  cases.  j 

Senator  McGREGOR.— If  the  clause! 
agreed  to  now,  and  the  Bill  reported,  1 1^ 
see  that  the  position  in  this  respect,  as  {1 

to  the  Committee,  will  be  laid  before  tj 
officers  who  drafted  the  Bill.  If  tli 
cannot  give  valid  reasons  why  the  claij 
should  remain  as  it  is,  I  shall  have  no  G 
jection  to  the  recommital  of  the  Bill  | 
enable  such  an  amendment  to  be  moved 
Senator  Keating  thinks  necessat}*. 

Clause  agreed  to.  ' 

Clause  53  agreed  to.  1 
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Senator  BEST  (Victoria).— I  move- 
That  the  following  new  clause  be  inserted  : — 
*'  5^.  Where  &  trade  mark  has  been  removed 
rom  the  register  for  non-payment  of  the  pre- 
■OTibed  fee,  the  Registrar  may,  within  three 
n  oaths  from  such  removal,  if  satisfied  that  it  is 
iu^t  so  to  do,  restore  such  trade  mark  to  the 
register  on  payment  of  the  prescribed  additional 
f       for  renewal." 

It  will  be  noticed  that  clause  53  pro- 
-\-ides  for  the  removal  of  a  trade 
mark  from  the  register  if  the  fee 
i  s  not  paid.  I  desire  here  to  in- 
corporate a  provision  taken  from  the  Vic- 
torian Act  enabling  the  Registrar,  where 
the  default  arises  from  some  mist^e,  to 
restore  the  trade  mark  to  the  register  on 
payment  of  a  prescribed  additional  fee 
-within  a  certain  period. 

Senator  Dawson.— That  is  really  a  pro- 
vision for  a  fine  for  non-payment  of  the 
fee? 

Senator  BEST.  —  Yes,  the  applicant 
-would,  of  course,  be  fined  in  such  a  case. 

Proposed  new  clause  agreed  ta 
Clauses  54  to  57  agreed  to. 

Clause  58 — 

There  shall  be  kept  at  the  Trade  Marks  Office 
a  register  of  trade  marks  whereia  shall  be  en- 
tered particulars  of— 

(a)  all  registered  trade  marks,  with  the  names 
and  addresses  of  their  proprietors; 

\b)  notifications  of  assignments  and  transmis- 
sions, and  duclaimers;  and 

(f )  any  other  matters  relating  to  registered  trade 
marks  which  are  prescribed. 

Senator  DOBSON  (Victoria).  —  Under 
clause  53  the  Registrar  is  required  to  send 
notice  in  the  prescribed  manner  to  the  re- 
gistered proprietor  of  the  date  at  which 
the  existing  registratitm  will  expire.  That 
is  a  very  important  provision,  and  if  the 
register  is  to  be  complete,  one  of  the  para- 
graphs of  clause  58  should  provide  that  the 
register  must  ccmtain  the  date  of  regis- 
tratim  and  the  date  at  which  it  expires.  I 
therefore  move — 

That  after  the  word  "  proprietors,"  line  5, 
the  fallowing  words  be  inserted,  "  together  with 
the  date  of  registration  and  expiry  thereof." 

Senator  Dawson. — ^That  is  covered  by 
paragraph  c. 

Senator  DOBSON. — It  is  true  that  under 
paragraph  c  we  could  get  in  anything. 
But  we  can  have  no  register  worthy  of  the 
name  unless  there  is  an  oitry  of  the  date 
of  registration  and  the  date  of  expiry 
thereof. 


Senator  Playford. — The  date  of  expiry 
is  shown  by  the  Bill  to  be  fotirteen  years 

from  the  date  of  registration. 

Senator  DOBSON.— It  would  be  more 
complete  if  the  register  contained  an  entry 
of  the  date  of  registration,  and  the  date 
of  expiry  thereof. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Senator  Dob- 
son's  amendment  will  not,  I  think,  do  either 
good  or  harm.  As  Senator  Playford  has 
said,  the  Bill  provides  that  the  date  of  ex- 
piration shall  be  fourteen  years  after  the 
date  of  registration,  but  if  Senator  Dobson 
believes  that  there  ought  to  be  an  entry  in 
some  place  in  the  register  of  the  date  of 
registration,  and  the  date  of  the  expiry 
thereof,  there  can  be  no  objection  to  it. 

Senator  Dobson. — In  hundreds  of  cases 
the  date  of  expiration  will  be  at  irregular 
mtervals,  because  a  part  of  the  term  of  re- 
gistration will  have  passed  under  the  States 
laws. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 
Clauses  59  to  67  agreed  to. 
Clause  68 — 

I.  The  Court  may.  on  the  application  of  any 
person  aggrieved,  if  it  is  shown  that  there  has 
been  no  band  fide  user  of  a  trade  mark  for  a 
consecutive  period  of  two  years  since  the  date 
of  the  last  registration  thereof,  order  its  removal 
from  the  register,  unless  it  was  at  the  date  of 
the  application  in  bond  fiSe  use  and  had  been 
so  for  a  period  of  six  months  immediately  prior 
to  the  date  bf  the  application. 


Senator  BEST  (Victoria). — A  prominent 
merchant  of  Melbourne  ha!is  written  to  me 
a  letter,  in  which  he  says  that  two  years 
is  too  short  a  period  to  fix.  Perhaps  I 
had  better  read  the  letter  to  the  Com- 
mittee :  — 

With  reference  to  clause  68,  page  13,  the  opin- 
ion of  mercantile  houses  interested  in  trade  marks 
is  that  the  consecutive  period  should  not  be  less 
than  five  years,  instead  of  two  years,  as  pro- 
posed. Changes  of  fashion,  the  failure  of  mar- 
kets and  the  inability  to  procure  the  raw  mate- 
rials, also  the  endeavour  on  the  part  of  a  manu- 
facturer to  supersede  an  article  twaring  a  certain 
trade  mark  by  another  of  a  different  brand,  re- 
serving the  right  to  go  back  to  the  original  trade 
mark  if  thought  desirable,  and  many  other  ar- 
guments may  be  adduced  in  favour  of  a  length- 
ened period.  I  have  my  doubts  whether  the 
clause  is  necessary  at  all,  because  it  is  hardly 
likely  that  a  manufacturer  of  standing  would 
care  (o  use  a  trade  mark  which  had  been  employed 
for  a  similar  article  by  another  firm,  but  it  might 
give  an  opportunity  to  unscrupulous  people  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  established  reputation  of 
a  mark  in  the  event  of  a  temporary  cessation  of 
its  use. 
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In  my  opinion  the  position  would  be  fairly 
met  by  substituting  three  years  for  *wo 
years.    Therefore,  I  move — 

That  the  word  "two,"  line  4,  be  left  out, 
with  a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word 
"  three." 

Senator  McGREGOR. — I  apt  quite  will- 
ing that  this  amendment  should  be  made, 
because  in  Australia  circumsMnces  might 
happen  which  would  make  it  almost  impo.s- 
sible  for  a  man  to  do  business  with  the 
article  for  which  he  had  registered  a  trade 
mark.  In  South  Australia,  for  instance,  a 
dairy  factory  or  company  might  register 
a  trade  mark  in  connexion  with  butter.  If 
a  drought  were  to  come  for  two  or  three 
years,  it  would  be  impossible  to  produce  the 
article,  and  when  prosperous  times  did  re- 
turn the  company  might  find  that  somebody 
else  had  registered  their  trado  mark.  I 
think  that  three  years  is  a  very  fair  com- 
promise, and  therefore  I  accept  the  amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  69  agreed  to. 

Senator  PEARCE  (Western  Australia). 
— -I  desire  to  introduce  a  new  part,  deal- 
ing with  trades  union  marks,  and  to  that 
end,  the  law  officers  have  drafted  for  me 
a  number  of  clauses.  I  movfr»— 
That  the  followine  new  clause  be  inserted  : — 

PARt  VIa.—Tkadb  Union  Masks. 
69A.  In  this  part  of  tUs  ^t — 

"Trade  union"  means  any  trade  union  re. 
gistered  as  such  under  the  law  of  any 
State  01  any  organization  or  association 
of  workmen  or  employes  registered  under 
any  law  of  the  Commonwealth  or  of  a 
State  relating  to  conciliation  or  arbitra- 
tion for  the  prevention  or  settlement  of 
industrial  disputes ;  and 
"  Trade  union  mark  "  means  a  distinctive  mark 
or  device  adopted  by  a  trade  union  for 
the  purpose  of  designating  the  products 
of  the  labour  of  the  members  thereof. 

This  subject  was  introduced  by  myself 
on  a  former  occasion  in  an  attempt  to 
alter  the  definition  of  "applicant."  It 
was  then  pointed  out,  however,  that  the 
proposal  would  necessitate  the  alteration 
of  a  number  of  clauses,  and  that  any 
slight  difference  between  this  particulti: 
kind  of  trade  mark  and  others,  might  lead 
to  some  confusion.  On  the  whole,  it  was 
thought  better,  if  the  object  desired  had 
to  be  attained,  to  propose  a  new  part,  con- 
taining the  necessary  clauses.  The  new 
clauses^  the  first  of  which  I  have  moved, 
are  intended  to  enable  a  tra'de  union  to 
register  a  label  or  a  trade  mark,  to  be  used 


for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  goc 
have  been  produced  under  fair  con 
tions.  This  is  by  no  means  new  legis 
tion,  so  far  as  other  countries  are  a 
cerned.  Several  of  the  State  Parliam&i 
in  the  United  States  have  passed  A 
of  a  similar  character,  though  legislati 
of  the  kind  is  somewhat  new  in  the  Brit 
Empire.  In  Western  Australia,  howe\' 
in  the  case  of  the  Bootmakers'  Union,  t 
provisions  of  the  State  Trade  Mark  J 
were  availed  of  to  register  a  lab 
which  was  lent  out  to  emplo\ 
who  worked  their  factories  under  fair  c* 
ditions,  and  who  used  it  to  mark  th 
goods.  It  was  thought  by  the  unicm  t! 
they  had  power  to  prosecute  any  per? 
who  used  the  label  without  authority.  I 
the  matter  was  never  tested  in  the  L 
Courts.  I  am  told  by  some  of  the  iej 
members  of  the  Senate  that  if  a  union  ( 
register  such  a  label  under  the  Westt 
Australian  Act,  such  r^istration  would  i 
stand  the  test  of  law.  Whether  that 
so  or  not,  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  S3 
but,  at  any  rate,  the  same  object  is  gain 
in  the  United  States  under  separate  la 
pro\'iding  for  the  registration  of  labe 
brands,  or  marks  used  by  labour  organii 
tions.  I  have  here  the  Act  passed  in  1 
1 20th  session  of  the  New  York  Legislatt 
in  1897,  which  practically  carries  out  t 
intention  of  the  clauses  which  I  now  sti 
mit  to  the  Committee. 

Senator  Best. — ^Are  the  clauses  now  [-1 
posed  founded  on  the  provisions  of  the  Ni 
York  Act  ? 

Senator  PEARCE.— The  clauses  ; 
based  on  the  New  York  legislation,  , 
though  quite  different  wording  is  used ;  x 
same  end  is  arrived  at  by  similar  machinei 
There  is  provisiOT  for  a  unicm  to  regis! 
and  be  the  proprietor  of  a  device,  mai 
or  label,  and  for  a  p«vialty  for  the  iile{ 
use  of  such  label. 

Senator  Best. — Under  the  New  Vo 
law,  is  anybody  at  liberty  to  use  the  lat 
who  manufactures  under  trade  union  oc 
ditions  ? 

Senator  PEARCE.— Any  manufactui 
who  carries  on  his  factory  under  trjj 
union  or  fair  conditions  may  apply  to 
secretary  of  a  union  for  leave  to  use 
label.  i 

Senator  Millen. — Who  is  to  be  the  jutj 
of  the  fairness  of  the  condition? 

Senator  Trenwith. — Senator  Pearce  || 
better  simply  speak  of  trade  union  com 
tvxis. 
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Senator  PEARCE. — trade  union  has 
o  power  to  compel  an  employer  to  use  a 
abel  ;  that  is  left  as  a  matter  of  arrange- 
:ient.  It  anay  be  to  the  advantage  of  an 
mployer,  who  works  his  factory  under 
racle  imiai  conditions,  to  have  Kis  goods 
narked  with  the  brand  of  the  union;  and 
he  public  could  have  no  better  guarantee 
:hat  the  goods  are  produced  under  fair  con- 
ditions. 

Senator  Best. — Do  I  understand  that  a 
non-unicmist  employer,  although  he  manu- 
factured the  same  goods  under  ttade  union 
conditi<»u,  would  not  be  entitled  to  use  the 
label? 

Senator  PEARCE. — If  the  union  cared 
to  refuse  the  use  of  the  label,  certainly  not. 

Senator  Best. — That  is  unionist  prefer- 
ence all  over  again. 

Senator  PEARCE. — No,  it  is  not.  The 
ol>ject  of  the  label  is  to  give  the  buyer  an 
opportunity  to  know  that  the  goods  which 
he  purchases  are  produced  under  fair  con- 
ditions, and  the  trade  unionist  is  concerned 
in  seeing  that  those  condititxis  are  observed. 
In  Western  Australia  there  were  boot  fac- 
tories, which  were  largely  non-union,  but 
which,  because  they  were  worked  under 
agreement  drawn  up  between  employers  and 
employed,  were  allowed  to  use  the  label. 

Senator  Best. — Then  a  trade  union  may 
do  as  it  likes  in  that  CGonexion? 

Senator  PEARCE. — Certainly;  and  in 
what  other  manner  could  the  matter  be  dealt 
with?  There  must  be  some  responsible 
bodv ;  and  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  a 
small  bodv  of  non-unionists  forming  a 
union.  But  the  arbiters  in  that  case  would 
be  the  great  body  of  the  public.  There 
are  no  means  of  compelling  the  general 
public  to  buv  these  goods,  and  if  the  em- 
ployer finds  that  the  great  body  of  the 
public  do  not  like  the  label  he  will  not  use 
it.  The  employer  depends  upon  the  great 
body  of  the  puSlic  to  buy  his  goods. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — What  about  a  State 
like  Victoria,  where  the  Wages  Boards  de- 
termine the  conditions  of  labour? 

Senator  PEARCE.— Thev  determine  the 
w.iges  and  conditions  in  Melbourne,  but 
not  in  the  country  districts.  It  might  be 
an  additional  inducement  to  the  general 
public  to  buy  goods  if  they  knew  that  they 
were  made  under  fair  conditions.  Conse- 
quently, its  use  might  be  an  advantage  to 
the  manufacturers.  I  admit  that  the  great 
body  of  the  public,  who  are  the  great  body 
of  the  consumers,  are  not  trade  unionists. 
but  I  believe  that  the  great  body  of  the 
public  are  desirous  to  purchase  goods  made 


under  fair  conditions,  whether  trade  union 
conditions  or  any  other.  Hence  the  advan- 
tage to  the  public  of  using  a  trade  union 
mark.  In  no  case  in  Western  Australia  did 
the  trade  unions  ever  attempt  to  force  the 
mark  on  any  employer.  Usually,  the  em- 
ployers were  glad  to  have  an  opportunity 
to  use  the  mark  to  show  the  public  that 
their  goods  were  produced  Under  fair  con- 
ditions,  as  against  goods'  which  were  pro- 
duced under  unfair  conditicHis. 

Senator  Mulcahv. — Not  necessarily. 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  am  speaking  of  a 
case  where  I  know  that  some  goods  were 
necessarily  produced  under  unfair  condi- 
tions. An  amicable  arrangement  was  made 
between  employers  and  employes,  and  all 
the  goods  produced  under  those  conditions 
could  be  stamped  with  the  trade  union  label. 
Some  employers,  however,  did  not  adopt 
those  conditions,  and  did  not  have  the  ad- 
vantage of  using  the  label.  The  label  was 
an  advantage  both  to  employers  and  em- 
ployes as  well  as  to  the  general  public,  who 
were  able  to  say  when  they  purchased  goods 
— "  Here  is  a  mark  which  denotes  that  this 
boot  was  made  under .  fair  conditions." 
This  legislation  will  enable  those  who  are 
the  best  judges  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
registering,  and  becoming  the  proprietors  of 
a  mark. 

Senator  Dobson. — I  understood  the  hon- 
orable senator  to  say  that  the  existence  of 
Wages  Boards  in  Victoria  would  obviate 
the  necessity  of  having  trade  union  labels 
in  this  State.  Does  not  that  show  that  this 
is  a  State,  not  a  Commonwealth,  matter? 

Senator  PEARCE.— While  all  the  goods 
manufactured  in  Victoria  may  be  made  un- 
der fair  conditions,  there  still  remains  the 
import  trade.  I  can  imagine  Victorian  em- 
ployers saying  that  they  would  like  to  have 
the  use  of  this  mark  to  show  the  public  that 
the  goods  which  they  placed  upon  the  mar- 
ket were  made  under  fair  conditions,  as 
compared  with  imported  goods. 

Senator  Best. — ^That  would  be  \exy  un- 
fair. 

Senator  PEARCE. — It  is  not  more  unfair 
than  to  enable  a  man  to  say,  by  means  of  a 
mark,  that  certain  butter  is  Victorian,  not 
New  Zealand  butter. 

Senator  Best. — It  is  unfair  against  other 
manufacturers. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Where  is  there  any 
unfairness  when  all  are  equally  entitled 
to  the  use  of  the  label?    ^  . 
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Senator  Best. — They  would  not  all  be 
entitled ;  it  is  for  the  trade  unions  to  say 

who  shall  use  the  label. 

Senator  PEARCE. — The  unions  may 
allow  the  use  of  labels  to  as  many  em- 
ployers as  care  to  apply  for  them.  ' 

Senator  Best. — They  may,  if  they  like. 

Senator  PEARCE.— They  would  na- 
turally do  so.  Honorable  senators  are 
looking  at  this  matter  as  if  the  labels  would 
be  us^  by  the  trade  unions  in  a  hostile 
spirit.  Their  object  in  using  them  would  be 
to  encourage  employers  to  produce  their 
goods  under  fair  conditions.  To  say  that 
they  would  endeavour  to  constitute  a  mo- 
nopoly i.s  not  reasonable.  Is  it  not  the 
object  of  trade  unions  lo  have  a  majo- 
rity of  the  employers  conducting  their  fac- 
tories untier  fair  conditions?  That  being 
so,  they  would  naturally  concede  the  use 
of  a  label  to  every  manufacturer  who 
cared  to  apply  for  it. 

Senator  Best. — ^There  may  be  a  fac- 
tory worked  by  ncm-unionists,  but,  under 
the  same  terms  as  a  factory  worked  with 
union  labour.  The  label  might  be  refused 
to  the  non-union  factory.  A  union  might 
say  that  they  would  not  grant  its  use  to 
non  union  factories. 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  do  not  believe 
that  there  is  a  State  in  Australia  where 
that  would  be  possible.  That  would  be  the 
worst  policy  that  the  trade  unicms  could 
adopt.  Their  policy  would  naturally  be 
to  grant  the  use  of  the  label  to  all  em- 
ployers who  were  working  their  factories 
under  fair  conditions. 

Senator  Best. — ^Would  the  honorable 
senator  consent  to  a  clause  compelling  the 
unions  to  do  so? 

Senator  PEARCE. — I  would  not  consent 
to  compulsion  with  regard  to  unions  any 
more  than  I  would  consent  to  compel  any 
manufacturer  to  grant  the  use  of  his  trade 
mark  to  other  persons.  I  say  that  this 
is  a  proper  provision.  The  label  would 
be  the  property  of  the  trade  union  that 
registered  it,  and  they  would  have  a  per- 
fect right  to  refuse  the  use  of  it  to 
those  who  did  not  observe  the  conditions 
under  which  the  use  of  the  label  was  given. 

Senator  Millen. — The  clauses  do  not  say 
that. 

Senator  PEARCE.— In  practice  that 
would  be  the  result. 

Senator  Millen. — We  can  look  only  to 
what  the  clauses  provide. 

Senator  PEARCE. — Honorable  senates 
seem  to  be  under  a  misappr^ension  in 
thinking  that  a  union  would  endeavour  to 


make  a  monopoly  of  the  uae  of  a  label, 
would  be  madness  for  it  to  do  so. 

Senator  Millen. — We  are  entitled 
draw  that  conclusion  frcHn  recent  events. 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  do  not  think 
It  is  to  the  interest  of  the  unions  to  h; 
the  majority  of  the  factories  working  unt 
fair  conditions,  and  it  would  be  illc^i 
and  foolish  for  them  to  grant  the  use 
labels  to  a  minority  only. 

Senator  Milun.— The  clause  would 
able  a  unim  to  force  the  employers 
adopt  oHiditions  which  it  dictated. 

Senator  PEARCE.— It  would  not  ( 
tate  any  conditions  to  the  employers,  1 
would    say,    "  If    you    adopt  such-:: 
such  conditions  we  are  willing  to  let 
use  our  label  as  an  indication  to  the  put 
that  you  have  adopted  those  condition 
After  all  that  is  a  power  which  should 
long  to  any  union  or  any  employer, 
the  label  served  as  an  encouragement  to  I 
goods,  it  would  be  an  encouragement 
manufacturers   to   conduct  their  factoi 
under  fair  conditions.      If  the  use  oi 
label  served  as  a  discouragement  to  bi 
the  employers  would  disregard  it.  I 
aware  that  it  may  be  said  that  I  am  bril 
ing  forward  something  which  is  new  so 
as  English  legislation  is  concerned.  B 
nevertheless,  the  proposal  is  not  to  be  c 
demned  simply  because  of  its  novelty, 
may  be  said,  perhaps,  by  some  of  the 
senators  that  we  are  stretching  very  wid 
the  interpretation  of  a  trade  mark.  1 
old  idea  of  a  trade  mark  has  been  \ 
much  attenuated  by  some  of  the  decisi 
which  I  have  seen  in  reading  the  litcrat 
of  this  subject.     We  find  that  goods  wh 
have  passed  through  a  number  of  hands 
finally  branded  with  a  trade  mark 
person  who  had  nothing  to  do  with  il 
origin.     Here  are  goods  in  the  manul 
tured  state.     The  present  owner  of  til 
had  nothing  to  do  with  their  manufacrtt 
Yet  we  find  them  bearing  a  trade  mark 
signaling  the  name  of  a  person  who  I 
nothing  to  do  with  their  origin.  1 
man  who  puts  his  trade  mark  upon  t^ 
is  little  more  than  an  agent.     He  has 
added  a  single  penny  to  their  value, 
has  he  added  a  single  process  to  their  ma 
facture.      That  shows  that  the  arguni 
that  a  trade  mark  must  d«iote  the  ori| 
of  the  goods  has  been  very  much  atte 
ated  by  legal  decisions. 

Senator  Drake. — Is  not  tfie  honoq 
senator  talking  of  a  trade  description  ?! 

Senator  PEARCE.— No.  I  am  talking 
a  trade  mark,  and  I^am  aiuwering 

Digttjzed  by  LnOOg  IC 


Trade  Marks        [lo  August,  1904.] 


BilL 


4013 


arguments  "used  against  my  proposal  when 
I  first  sulxnitted  it.  A  trade  mark  does 
not  necessarily  denote  property  in  goods. 

Senator  Best. — It  does  as  applied  to 
certain  goods,  and  it  also  incidentally  re- 
lates to  the  good-will. 

Senator  PEARCE.  —  I  have  here 
Stroud's  Judicial  Dictionary ^  which  gives 
the  following  definition  of  a  trade  mark : — 

A  trade  maik  ii — 

(a)  A  mark  lawfully  used  by  any  person  to  de- 
note any  chattel  to  be  an  article  or  thing 
of  the  manufacture,  workmanship,  pro- 
duction, or  merchandise  of  such  person, 
or  to  be  an  article  or  thing  of  any  pecu- 
liar or  particular  description  made  or 
sold  by  such  person ; 

{b)  Any  mark  or  sign  which,  in  pursuaoce  of 
any  statute  in  force  for  the  time  being  re- 
lating to  registered  designs,  is  to  be  put 
or  placed  upon  or  attached  to  any  chattel 
or  article  during  the  existence  or  continu- 
ance of  any  copyright  or  other  sole  right 
acquired  under  Uie  provision  of  such  sta- 
tutes or  any  of  ^em 

The  Constitution  gives  us  power  to  legislate 
in  regard  to  trade  marks,  and  I  should  think 
that  it  gives  us  power  to  step  out  of  the 
groove,  and  does  not  bind  us  down  to  model 
our  laws  entirely  <»i  Engli^  or  State  laws. 
I  admit  that  my  proposal  is  scnnewhat  differ- 
ent from  the  old  idea  of  a  trade  mark.  It  is 
an  extension  of  the  .principle.  But  I  contend 
that  it  serves  the  same  purpose,  inasmuch  as 
a  trade  unicm  mark  is  a  mark  which  indi- 
cates to  the  buyer  of  the  goods  sc»nething 
concerning  their  origin. 

Senator  Clemons. — What  does  it  gua- 
rantee ? 

Senator  PEARCE. — It  guarantees  that 
the  goods  were  made  under  fair  condititxis. 

Senator  Millen. — Made  under  omditions 
which  the  men  COTisider  to  be  fair. 

Senator  PEARCE. — Made  under  condi- 
tions which  the  owner  of  the  trade  mark 
considers  to  be  fair ;  and  he  has  a  right  to 
say  that  the  goods  are  made  under  fair  con- 
ditions. If  a  union  were  to  exercise  its 
power  in  a  tyrannical  and  suicidal  manner, 
and  made  the  majority  of  the  factories  hos- 
tile to  it,  only  a  minority  of  the  goods  sold 
would  bear  the  union  mark.  That  would  be 
so  mudi  the  worse  for  the  imion.  Their 
object  from  a  selfish  pcunt  of  view  is  not 
to  induce  the  minority  of  the  factories  to  use 
their  mark,  or  to  have  a  minority  of  the 
goods  sold  bearing  that  mark,  but  to  get 
the  majority  of  the  employers  to  use  it  and 
the  majority  of  the  goods  sold  to  bear  it 

Senator  Clemons. — In  other  words,  to 
spread  trade  unionism. 


Senator  PEARCE.— Not  necessarily, 
but  the  spreading  of  the  conditions  which 
trade  unionism  stands  for,  that  is,  fair  con- 
ditions. 

Senator  Best. — But  apart  from  that, 
the  honorable  senator  does  not  propose  to 
give  an  opportunity  to  non-imionists  work- 
ing on  the  same  aHiditions,  to  go  to  the 
Registrar,'  or  anybody  else,  and  insist 
upon  being  equally  provided  for. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Yes.  Non-union- 
ists will  have  an  equal  right  to  come  to- 
gether as  a  trade  union,  to  register  under 
the  Trade  Union  Act,  or  under  the  Con- 
ciliation and  Arbitration  Act,  and  then 
avail  themselves  of  these  provisions. 

Senator  Clemons. — Why  should  they? 
What  has  this  to  do  with  fair  wages  ? 

Senator  PEARCE.— It  has  everything 
to  do  with  the  provisions  of  this  Bill.  I 
have  to  say,  in  answer  to  the  interjecti(»i 
made  by  Senator  Best,  that  the  provisions 
do  not  confer  a  monopoly  upon  any  person. 
They  will  give  a  right  to  the  use  of  a  trade 
mark,  but  they  will  give  the  same  right 
to  any  other  body  of  persons  in  the  ccm- 
munity.  If  non-unionists  consider  them- 
selves aggrieved  by  these  provisions  it  is 
open  to  them,  by  adopting  similar  madiin- 
ery,  to  become  possessed  of  a  trade  mark, 
which  can  be  attached  to  all  goods  manu- 
factured under  that  conditicxis. 

Senator  Clehons. — Witbmit  joining  a 
union  ? 

Senator  PEARCE.— Certainly,  they 
would  have  to  join  a  union  to  do  this.  If 
they  object  to  a  trade  union  being  allowed 
to  register  a  trade  mark,  the  alternative  is 
for  them  to  form  a  unicoi  of  their  own. 

Senator  Millen. — ^They  cannot  do  so; 
there  can  only  be  one  union  in  each  trade. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Where  does  the 
honorable  and  learned  senator  get  that  idea 
from? 

Senator  Millen. — From  the  practice  in 
New  South  Wales. 

Senator  PEARCE.— The  honorable  and 
learned  senator  is  altogether  wrong.  Even 
in  his  own  State,  there  is  more  than  one 
union  in  the  same  trade.  He  must  know 
that  there  are  two  shearers'  unions  in  the 
same  trade. 

Senator  Millen.-Two  registered  imions? 
Senator  PEARCE. — I  am  not  sure  that 
they  are  both  registered. 

Senator  Millen. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor must  know  that  only  one  of  the  shearers' 
unions  is  registergd|^^^  Q^Qgl^ 
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Senator  PEARCE.— I  can  tell  Senator 
Millen  that  while  there  may  be  only  (Mie 
of  the  unions  registered,  under  the  Cot- 
dliation  and  Arbitration  Law,  they  are  both 
registered  under  the  Trade  Union  Law. 

Senator  Guthsie. — Fifty  unions  in  the 
same  trade  may  be  registered  under  the 
Trade  Union  Act. 

Senator  PEARCE. — That  is  so;  there  is 
no  limit  to  the  number  of  unions  in  the 
same  trade  that  may  be  registered  Under 
the  Trade  Union  Law,  which  is  in  exist- 
ence in  every  State  of  the  Commonwealth. 
It  is,  therefore,  idle  for  honorable  senators 
to  say  that  the  men  to  whom  they  have 
referred  would  have  no  redress.  I  notice 
that  some  of  my  hoiorable  friends  opposite 
are  eager  to  seixe  these  provisions  as  a  red 
rag;  but  I  trust  that  they  will  not  allow 
any  prejudice  which  may  exist  in  their 
minds,  as  the  result  of  the  last  few  years 
of  press  education  on  trade  imionism,  to 
influence  their  opinions  upon  this  question ; 
nor  will  they  allow  the  fact  that  these  pro- 
visions are  not  to  be  found  in  English  law 
to  determine  their  vote  upon  these  clauses. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales). 
— I  hope,  before  I  sit  down,  to  convince 
e\-en  Senator  Pearce,  that  I  have  no  desire 
to  approach  the  discussion  of  this  new 
clause  in  that  spirit  of  antagonism  which 
is  supposed  to  mark  the  bull  at  the  appear- 
ance of  a  red  rag.  I  desire  to  point  out 
what  appears  to  me  to  be  an  extremely 
serious  defect  in  the  proposal  submitted  to 
the  Committee.  The  honorable  senator 
has  affirmed,  and  the  clause  indicates  it, 
that  the  object  of  this  proposal  is  to  enable 
trade  unions  to  register  for  themselves 
a  trade  mark,  and,  having  registered  it. 
tb  permit  employers  who  employ  union 
labcnir  to  use  it.  The  honorable  senator 
referred  to  those  who  employ  labour  under 
fair  cmiditions,  and  I  asked  him,  by  inter- 
jection once  or  twice,  who  was  to  be  the 
judge  of  fair  conditions.  His  reply  was 
that  the  union  which  was  the  proprietor  of 
the  trade  mark  would  be  the  judge.  I 
am  not  now  speaking  against  the  general 
principle  of  these  clauses,  but  I  desire  to 
point  out  a  possible  condition  of  affairs 
which  I  think  would  constitute  a  very 
gross  injustice  to  probably  a  very 
large  number  of  emplo>'ers.  Let  me 
sulnnit  to  Senator  Pearce  a  case  in 
which,  acting  under  a  common  rule, 
approved  by  the  Arbitratiwi  Court  of 
New  South  Wales,  an  employer  was  em- 
ploying union  labour  under  conditions 
which  the  Arbitration  Court  had  said  wer* 


fair.  Some  little  dispute  arises  betwi 
the  men  and  their  employer,  in  connex; 
with  s(»ne  minor  matter,  outside  the  aw: 
of  the  Arbitration  Court,  and  they  take  i 
dispute  before  their  union.  The  result 
that  the  union  says  to  the  employer,  *' . 
though  you  are  employing  union  labour, 
shall  nc^  allow  you  to  use  our  trade  marl 

Senator  Dawson. — If  the  mark  is 
gistered,  how  can  the  union  do  that  ? 

Senator  MILLEN. — Because  the  un 
that  registers  the  trade  mark  becomes 
proprietor  of  it,  and  will  be  able  to  ref 
to  allow  a  particular  emplov'er  to  use  it, 
though  he  may  be  employing  only  un 
labour. 

Senator  Peakcb. — ^What  inducemi 
would  the  union  have  to  do  so  foolisl 
thing  as  that? 

Senator  MILLEN. — ^The  inducemi 
might  be  to  force  an  employer  to  m: 
some  concession  other  than  that  required 
the  Arbitraiion  Court.  The  honora 
senator  )ws  frequently  referred  to  the  f 
that  it  might  be  an  advantage  to  an  e 
plover  to  be  able  to  satisfy  the  purchas 
of  his  goods  that  they  were  made  by  trj 
union  labour.  I  admit  that  there  is  a  gi" 
deal  in  that  contention,  but  it  is  just  1 
cause  of  that  advantage  that  the  tr; 
union  proprietor  of  the  trade  mark  woi 
be  able  to  exercise  a  process  of  leven 
on  the  employer.  If  the  hcmorable  seai 
would  provide  that  any  employer  or  mai 
facturer  who  employs  union  labour  sh 
be  entitled  to  use  the  trade  union  trj 
mark,  my  objection  to  the  clauses  would 
very  largely  minimized.  If  his  sole  obj 
is  to  have  goods  manufactured  by  unl 
labour  so  branded,  I  am  luiable  to  see  h 
the  honorable  senator  can  object  to  the 
gestion  I  now  make,  th^  all  emplovj 
manufacturing  goods  union  labour  ^ 
be  entitled  to  use  the  trade  union  marie 

Senator  Pearce.— I  could  not  conce 
of  a  union  refusing  so  reasonable  a 
quest. 

Senator  MILLEN. — Then  the  honoral 
senator  has  no  objection  to  what  I  su^e 

Senator  Pearce. — There  must  be  a  p 
perty  in  the  trade  mark. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  remind  honoral 
senators  that  what  we  are  dealing  with  n 
is  not  the  practice  which  may  spring  ; 
under  the  law,  but  the  taping  of  the  li 
itself,  and  the  practice  to  be  det-eloped  ^ 
be  in  accordance  with  the  way  in  which  ! 
shape  the  law.  Senator  Pearce  says  tl 
he  cannot  conceive  of  a  trade  union  ref 
ingtoany  one  em|,lo^^[|^ion  lah 
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the   right  to  use  the  union  trade  mark ; 
t>ut  I  still  submit  that  a  case  may  arise 
in    which  an  employer,    employing  only 
union  labour,  might  be  refused  the  use  of 
the  union  trade  mark,  because  of  some  con- 
flict on  minor  matters  between  himself  and 
the    unionists    in    his    employ.  Senator 
I*earce,   when  asked  who  is  to  judge 
-whether  the  conditions  of  labour  are  fair, 
in  order  that  a  trade  union  may  decide 
whether  the  use  of  its  trade  mark  is  to 
Ije  permitted  to  a  certain  employer,  tells 
us  that  it  is  the  very  men  who  are  con- 
cerned who  must  be  the  judges  in  their  own 
case.    If  thd  honorable    senator  woultl 
agree  that  any  employer  working  in  the 
Commonwealth  with  uni<»i  labour,  should 
have  the  right  to  the  union  trade  mark, 
my  objection  to  his  proposal  would  largely 
disappear.    But  I  caimot  give  a  vote  in 
support  of  a  proposal  which  appears  to 
me  to  place  in  the  hands  df  a  trade  union 
a  power  bej'ond  anything  ever  attempted 
by  any  Arbitration  Court,  or  any  arbitra- 
tion law,  of  which  we  have  had  any  know- 
ledge yet.    I  put  it  to  the  honorable  sena- 
tor to  say  whether  the  object  he  has  in  view 
would  not  be  met  by  what  I   have  sug- 
gested? 

Senator  Peabce. — I  have  said  that  I  can 
conceive  of  no  case  such  as  that  referred 
to  by  the  honorable  senator,  where  a  trade 
unicm  would  refuse  the  use  of  the  union 
trade  mark. 

Senator  MILLEN.— I  can.  The  hon- 
orable senator  need  only  look  down  the 
list  of  cases  awaiting  adjudication  by  the 
Arbitration  Court  of  New  South  Wales, 
and  he  will  find  that  two  or  three  score  of 
employers, who  are  carrying  out  the  decisions 
of  the  Court,  and  employing  union  labour, 
are  cited  before  the  Court  because  of  minor 
grievances  with  their  employ^. 

Senator  Peasce. — Because  they  have  in- 
fringed the  awards  of  the  Court. 

Senator  MILLEN. — No,  because  of 
minor  differences  with  employes.  The 
honorable  senator  has,  however,  given  me 
my  answer  when  he  says  that  the  trade 
uni<xi  concerned  is  to  be  the  judge  in  this 
matter,  and  not  the  Arbitration  Gsurt 

Senator  Pearce. — How  would  the  hon- 
orable senator  make  the  Arbitration  Court  a 
judge  of  trade  union  labour?  The  honor- 
able senator  is  aware,  also,  that,  so  far. 
there  is  not  an  Arbitration  Court  established 
for  the  Commonwealth,  and  that  there  are 
no  factory  laws  or  Wages  Boards  in  opera- 
ticxi  in  Tasmania. 


Senator  MILLEN. — I  take  the  cases 
with  which  I  am  dealing  under  the  Arbi- 
tration law  in  New  South  Wales,  and  I 
say  that  I  can  mention  many  instances 
where  men  are  employing  trade  unionists, 
and  in  all  fairness  they  should  be  entitled 
to  the  use  of  the  union  trade  mark.  Does 
the  honorable  senator  propose  to  take  fr(un 
those  employers  of  trades  unionists  the 
right  to  stamp  on  their  goods  the  fact  that 
they  were  made  by  trade  unionists?  if 
his  object  is  merely  to  pro\*ide  that  goods 
made  by  trade  unionists  shall  be  so 
marked,  there  can  be  little  objection  to  the 
proposal.  But  if  he  intends  to  leave  it 
to  certain  people  to  say  that  certain  goods 
made  by  trade  unionists  may  be  stamped 
with  the  union  trade  mark,  whilst  other 
goods  also  made  by  trade  unionists  shall 
not  be  so  marked,  I  must  say  that  I  am  en- 
tirely opposed  to  his  proposal. 

Senator  DOBSON  (Tasmania).— Senator 
Pearce  will  remember  that  when  I  first 
heard  of  these  amendments  I  expressed  my 
doubts  as  to  whether  they  were  constitu- 
tional. I  regret  to  say  that  my  doubts  cm 
the  subject  have  not  yet  been  removed,  and 
the  honorable  senator  has  himself  rather 
shirked  the  point  He  has  said  that  the 
existence  of  Wages  Boards  in  Victoria 
renders  it  unnecessary  for  trade  unions  in 
this  State  to  apply  for  a  union  trade  mark. 

Senator  McGregor. — ^The  honorable 
senator  did  not  say  anything  of  the  kind. 

Senator  DOBSON.— But  he  got  out  of 
the  difficulty  by  saying  that  there  was  an 
import  trade.  We  have  nothing  to  do  in 
this  Bill  with  the  putting  of  labels  on  im- 
ports. 

Senator  Pkabce. — Imports  would  not  be 
eligible,  so  I  could  never  have  said  any- 
thing of  the  sort. 

Senator  DOBSON.— The  honorable  sena- 
tor  has  admitted  that,  because  there  are  Fac- 
tories Acts  and  Wages  Boards  in  Victoria, 
these  provisions  would  not  he  wanted  in 
that  State. 

Senator  Pearce.— I  never  admitted  any- 
thing of  the  sort. 

Senator  DOBSON.— I  understood  the 
honorable  senator  to  admit  that;  if  he  did 
not,  I  withdraw  what  I  have  said  ;  but  I 
am  under  the  impression  that  his  admission 
went  nearly  to  that  extent.  I  think  that 
the  honorable  senator  has  himself  shown 
that  this  is  a  State  matter,  and  not  a  Com- 
monwealth matter.  We  know  there  have 
been  motions  submitted  in  another  place,  by 
which  it  has  been  sought  to  haw  the 
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industrial  life  of  Australia  brought  under 
Commonwealth  law,  instead  of  the  workmen 
of  each  State  being  subject  to  their  own  local 
laws.  That  has  not  yet  been  accomplished. 
This  is,  to  my  mind,  a  purely  trade  union 
and  industrial  matter,  and  has  no  connexion 
whatever  with  the  question  of  trade  marks. 
If  the  honorable  senator  will  look  at  the 
last  two  lines  of  the  last  new  clause  he  pro- 
poses, he  will  find  that  he  absolutely  pre- 
vents these  trade  union  marks  from  being 
trade  marks  at  all.  One  of  the  essential 
qualifications  of  a  trade  mark  is  that  it  is 
property  which  can  be  assigned  and  dealt 
with,  and  which  passes  with  the  good-will. 
In  the  last  new  clause  which  Senator  Pearce 
proposes,  he  provides  that — 

A  trade  uoion  mark  shall  not  be  assigned  so 
long  as  its  registration  continues. 
The  very  wording  of  the  clauses  before  us 
cuts  the  ground  from  under  the  honorable 
senator's  feet. 

Senator  Peahce. — Would  it  not  be  pos- 
sible for  us  to  make  that  provision  with  re- 
spect to  an  ordinary  trade  mark? 

Senator  DOBSON. — Certainly  not.  An 
ordinary  trade  mark  has  a  common  law 
meaning  and  common  law  rights  attached  to 
it,  and  rights  in  every  State  of  the  Common- 
wealth. It  has  a  distinctive  meaning. 
Senator  Pearce  has  said  thai  what  he  wants 
is  a  trade  union  label  to  be  attached  to 
goods  made  under  what  he  considers  to  be 
fair  conditions,  but  we  could  not  call  a  label 
of  that  sort  a  trade  union  trade  mark. 
Supposing  that  one  bootmaker  had  his 
window  filled  with  boots  bearing  the  label, 
"  These  goods  are  made  under  -fair  condi- 
tions," and  that  the  bootmaker  In  the  next 
shop  had  his  window  filled  with  boots 
bearing  no  label,  and  supposing  that  the 
boots  in  each  shop  were  offered  at  exactly 
the  same  price.  On  Saturday  night  the 
wives  of  working  men  would  naturally  go 
to  the  shop  in  which  the  boots  were  labelled 
as  I  have  described.  I  think  it  would  be 
grossly  unfair  to  give  these  labels  a  kind 
of  legal  sanctiwi,  and  to  imagine  that  other 
unions  who  made  similar  goods  under  fair 
conditions  had  not  a  right  to  label  them 
with  those  words.  I  cannot  vote  for  these 
clauses,  and  the  clause  before  the  Commit- 
tee will  not  become  law  with  my  consent. 
Let  the  wording  of  these  labels  be  confined 
to  the  fact  that  the  goods  were  made  under 
trade  union  ccxidituxis,  or  under  arbitra- 
tion conditi(»is,  or  under  the  award  of  an 
Arbitrati(»i  Court.  But  it  is  not  proper 
to  give  to  any  section  an  exclusive  right  to 
the  use  of  the  expression  "  fair  conditions." 


Let  the  labels  state  the  amditions  und 
which  the  goods  were  made,  and  lea^  e  i 
quiring  persons  to  see  the  award  of  t 
Arbitration  Court  or  the  trade  uiii(»]  rul^ 
We  ought  not  to  give  to  any  set  of  m 
the  right  to  use  the  words  "  fair  amditiwu 
when  other  men  who  are  equally  entitled 
use  those  words  do  not  get  the  ^x'wWt 
because  they  do  not  come  forward  and  ei 
ploy  an  agent  to  register  their  trade  uni 
mark.  The  fact  that  several  efforts  ha 
been  made  to  vest  this  Parliament  with  ; 
right  to  pass  industrial  legislation  ouj 
to  show  Se)iator  Pearce  that  his  clauj 
are  ultra  vires.  It  cannot  be  cont« 
ded  for  a  moment  that  they  di 
with  the  subject  of  trade  '  marl 
on  which  the  Constitution  empowers  us 
legislate.  On  the  contrary,  they  simi 
deal  with  trade  union  labels,  which  ouj 
to  be  dealt  with  by  the  States  in  Factor 
Acts. 

Senator  TRENWITH  (Victoria).  — 
think  that  the  objections  to  the  proposal 
Senator  Pearce  have  no  foundation  in  fa 
Senator  Dobson  sees  the  danger  of  sa 
persons  being  clothed  by  this  provision, 
passed,  with  the  authority  to  use  the  woi 
"  These  goods  are  made  under  fair  con^ 
tions."  I  do  not  see  any  provision  in  ( 
new  clause  which  would  grant  that  pom 
Apparently,  what  is  sought  is  that  tra 
unions,  which  are  held  by  many  persons 
be  instituticms  of  very  great  advantage 
the  public  weal,  should  have  the  power 
indicate,  and  give  the  right  to  traders 
indicate,  that  certain  goods  were  made  unt 
the  conditions  th'ey  prescribed. 

Senator  Millen. — It  is  limited  under  tl 
clause  to  trade  unions. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— That  is  diffen 
from  the  point  whidi  was  raised  by  Senai 
Dobson,  and  whidi  I  am  dealing  with, 
take"  it  that  if  the  case  assumed  by  Senai 
Millen  could  arise  no  injustice  would 
done,  because  the  device  could  cmly  ha 
a  moral  value.    It  could  have  no  positi 
value  unless  what  was  behind  it  impress 
itself  on  the  minds  of  intending  purdiase 
That  is  the  great  point  to  be  consider* 
If  we  assume,  for  argument's  sake,  thnt 
trade  union  would  damage  the  value  of 
mark  by  doing  the  extremely  illogical  thi: 
which  the  boncffable  senator  indicates 
possible  

Senator  Millen.— Will  the  honoral 
senator  admit  that  it  is  possible  under  t 
clause  ? 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  should  s 
that  it  would  be  possible  for  a  trade  uni 
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o  decide  to  sell  the  use  of  its  registered 
i^iark  to  a  single  individual,  but  that  is  so 
'Uprobable  as  to  be  practically  impossible, 
Tor  the  reason  that  directly  it  so  acted, 
that  fact  would  be  advertised,  and  the 
EX)  ark  instead  of  being  an  advantage  in  the 
eye  of  the  intending  purchaser  would  be 
a.  disadvantage.  Therefore,  no  injury 
would  be  done  in  that  case,  except  to  the 
unfortunate  person  who  had  bought  the 
right  to  use  the  mark. 

Senator  Millen. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor is  going  to  an  extreme  that  I  never 
suggested. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  admit  that 
very  often  it  is  only  by  taking  an  extreme 
case  that  one  can  show  the  rectitude  of 
one's  argument.  But  if  a  trade  union 
were  to  do  the  lesser  thing,  which  the  hon- 
orable senator  indicated,  that  is  to  refuse 
the  use  of  the  mark  to  an  employer  who 
was  complying  with  all  the  conditions  pre- 
scribed by  the  trade  tmion  

Senator  Millen. — No,  by  the  Arbitra- 
tion Court. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  confess,  at 
once,  that  the  awards  of  Arbitration  Courts 
are  not  covered  by  the  provision,  and  I 
do  not  agree  with  Senator  Pearce  when 
he  says  that  trade  unions  in  this  State 
would    think     the     registration     of  a 
mark  unnecessary.      I  think  it  is  quite 
likely  that  they  would.     There  might  be 
in  connexion  with  trade  unions  some  con- 
ditions whidi  the  public  would  approve, 
but  which  had  not  yet  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Legislature,  and  therefore  a  trade 
union  mark  might  be  of  great  advantage 
to  a  trade  union,  and  to  those  who  desired 
to  purchase  the  products  of  trade  union- 
ists.   I  prefer  to  keep  out  of  the  discus- 
sion of  the  question  of  fair  or  unfair  condi- 
tions.   Of  course,  we  started  properly  with 
the  assumption  that  trade  unions  are  or- 
ganized for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  fair 
conditions  for  their  members.   And  it  is  a 
reasonable  assumption  that  goods  which 
are  made  under  the  rules  prescribed  by 
trade  unions  are  more  likely  to  be  made 
under  fair  conditions  than  goods  not  so 
made — at  any  raU,  fair  to  the  trade  unions. 
Of  course,  I   know  it  is  arguable  that 
trade   unions   may    prescribe  conditions 
that  are  unfavorable  to  the  employer.  But 
that  is  a  question  in  connexion  with  the 
trade  mark  which  rests  entirely  with  the 
public.     For  the  purpose  of  securing  cus- 
tom, trade  marks  are  affixed  to  goods  having 
specific  qualities  preferred  by  the  public. 
I  think  that  a  very  large  majority  of  the 


people  in  the  Commonwealth  prefer  trade 
union  ccKiditions,  and  would  like  to  see 
them  generally  observed.  There  are  many 
reasons  why  persons  who  approve  most 
heartily  of  trade  unions  are  not  trade  tmion- 
ists.  There  are  many  avocations  in 
which  the  difficulties  of  organizing  are  so 
great  that  persons  who  approve  of  trade 
unions,  and  would,  if  they  could,  be  mem- 
bers of  trade  unions,  find  that  they  can- 
not be  trade  unionists,  but  would  be  very 
glad  to  know  how  they  could  purchase 
goods  which  were  marked  as  having  been 
made  by  trade  unionists,  and  thereby  be 
assured  that,  in  connexi<xi  with  their  pro- 
duction, conditicms  were  observed  of  which 
they  approved.  I  cannot  see  how  any  in- 
jury  could  be  done  to  any  person  by  allow- 
ing A,  B,  or  C,  to  register  a  device,  and 
say,  "  These  are  the  goods  that  we  make." 
I  can  see  at  once  an  objection  to  allowing 
them  to  say,  "These  goods  are  made  under 
fair  conditions,"  and  so  deprive  others  of 
the  right  to  publish  that  statement.  That 
I  admit  at  once  might  be  a  very  serious 
injustice,  but  it  could  be  no  injustice  to 
any  one  tc  allow  A,  B,  or  C  to  say,  "  These 
are  the  goods  which  we  make." 

Senator  Millen. — A,  B,  or  C  might 
be  making  the  goods,  and  might  still  be 
refused  the  right  to  use  this  mar.k. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— That,  while 
possible;  is  so  improbable  as  to  be  prac- 
tically impossible ;  and,  while  possible,  if 
done,  would  frustrate  the  end  that  the  per- 
son had  in  view  in  doing  it,  and,  therefore, 
it  would  work  its  own  cure. 

Senator  Millen. — It  is  not  done,  per- 
haps, in  one  case  out  of  fifty. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— That  is  a  bare 
possibility,  and  I  do  not  like  to  strain  an 

argument.  It  is  highly  improbable  that 
a  trade  union  would  so  act — to  me  so  im- 
probable as  to  be  impossible ;  but  if  it  did 
so  act,  the  person  injured  thereby  would  at 
once  take  the  opportunity  of  advertising 
the  fact  in  such  a  way  as  to  turn  it  to  his 
account.  It  would  be  so  suicidal  an  act 
on  the  part  of  the  trade  union  that  I,  with 
Senator  Fearce,  cannot  conceive  that  it 
would  be  done.  I  see  a  difficulty  in  com- 
pelling a  trade  union  to  grant  the 
right  to  employers  employing  union  men. 
I  see  the  possibility  of  a  man  employ- 
ing ten  union  men  and  ten  non-union 
men.  In  that  case  the  employer  could 
conscientiouslv  say  that  he  employed  union 
men.     But  what  this  mark  is  intended  to 
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under  trade  union  cx>nditi(nis,  and,  there- 
fore, a  man  who  employed  imion  men  to 
half  the  extent  of  his  establishment  

Senator  Walker. — And  who  paid  non- 
union men  the  same  wages. 

Senator  TREX WITH.— That  is  unim- 
portant for  the  present.  Supposing,  for 
argument  sake,  that  there  was  a  very 
strong  desire  in  the  public  mind  for  the 
goods  which  were  produced  by  red-haired 
men,  and  that  the  latter  desir^  to  register 
a  trade  mark.  There  might  be  black- 
haired  men  who  were  producing  a  splen- 
did article  and  paying  the  same  rate  of 
wages.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  would 
be  no  injustice  done  to  anybody  by  pro- 
viding the  means  by  which  the  public  could 
be  assured  of  the  fulfilment  of  that  desire. 
Therefore,  I  shall  support  the  amendment 
of  Senator  Pearce.  I  should  be  glad,  of 
course,  if  any  practical  guarantee  against 
even  the  shadow  of  injustice  could  be 
afforded ;  at  any  rate,  I  feel  quite 
sure  that  Senattw  Pearce  does  not 
desire  to  do  any  injustice.  It  is 
generally  known  that  this  legislation 
does  not  prevail  in  other  parts  of  the  world 
to  any  great  extent,  for  the  reason  that 
trade  unionists  in  the  past  have  had  very 
little  voice  in  the  making  of  the  laws. 
Class  legislation,  which  is  now  complained 
of,  but  does  not  exist,  did  exist  in  the  past 
to  a  great  extent.  The  term  "governing 
class"  had  a  distinct  meaning ;  and  in  many 
parts  of  the  world,  it  has  a  distinct  mean- 
ing still,  namely,  that  the  govemmmt  is 
exercised  by  a  very  small  minority,  who 
control  the  whole  of  the  people. 

Senator  Clemons. — Is  the  honorable 
senator  referring  to  present  drcumstances 
in  the  Commcmwealth? 

Senator  TRENWITH.— If  die  honor- 
able and  learned  senator  desires,  I  shall 
refer  to  present  circumstances.  Wbal  I 
say  is  that  in  the  past  the  term  "govern- 
ing class  "  had  a  distinct  meaning  in  the 
mother  country,  but  as  the  governing  class 
became  extended,'  legislation  was  controlled 
by  larger  numbers  of  people,  until,  as  in 
Australia,  the  whole  people  came  to 
govern,  greater  security  was  afforded.  In 
countries  where  such  legislation  does  pre- 
vail, the  franchise  is  extremely  broad,  and, 
as  in  Australia,  the  whole  people  govern 
instead  of  the  few.  I  feel  that  no  injus- 
tice is  likely  to  rise  out  of  these  clauses. 
In  view  of  legislation  we  have  alreadv 
achieved,  to  a  considerable  extent,  and 
which  we  are  achieving  from  day  to  day, 
I  question  whether    the   same  necessity 


exists  for  such  provisions  as  has  odsl 
in  the  past.     They  can,  howewr, 
no  harm,  and  in  many  instances  will 
good.   At  any  rate,  people  will  be  afforc 
the   opportunity    to   give  expression 
their  views  on  this  question  in  the  cou 
of  their  daily  trade.    We  may  adopt  Set 
tor  Pearce's  proposals,  feeling  sure  tl? 
wherever  a  union  is  so  unwise  as  to  adi 
the  course  suggested  by  Senator  Milt 
the  injury,  instead  of  happening  to 
individual,  will  happen  to  the  organizati 
probably  with  advantage  to  the  indi 
dual. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  do  not  th 
tliere  is  anv  possibility  of  our  finish 
this  discussion  to-night,  and  I  suggest  t 
progress  be  reported. 

Progress  reported. 

SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT  BILL 

Bill  returned  from  &e  House  of  Rep 

sentatives,  with  amendments. 

In  CommtUe: 

Clause  2  (DeterminaticHi  of  Seat  of  { 
vernment) — 

House  of  Refretentaiioes*  Amendment. — 0 
"  tliat  portion  of  New  South  Wales  bounded 
the  Qoith  by  a  direct  lioe  ruonmg  from  the  ti 
of  Pambula  to  the  town  of  Cooma,  thence 
west  to  the  border  of  the  State  of  Victorw, 
within  fifty  miles  of  Bombala"  and  in 
"seventeen  miles  of  Dalgety." 

Senator  McGREGOR  (South  Austn 
— Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Co 
cil). — Considerable  time  was  occupied  o: 
previous  occasion  in  discussing  the  me 
and  demerits  of  the  various  proposed  si, 
The  Bill  has  «nce  been  considered,  a 
at  considerable  length,  by  the  House 
Representatives;  and  yet  the  amendme 
made  by  that  Chamber  are  so  much  in  c 
formity  with  what  was  decided  in  the  S 
ate,  that  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  h 
much  difficulty  in  coming  to  an  agreemt 
I  mo\'e — 

That  the  amendment  be  agreed  to. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wal. 
— I  am  sorry  I  cannot  ccrapliment  the  < 
vernment  on  its  conduct  of  busir 
either  in  Committee  or  in  the  House.  F 
gress  was  reported  on  the  Trade  Ma 
BiU,  on  the  plea  that  we  could  not  c 
elude  its  consideration  to-night ;  and  ; 
at  a  moment's  notice,  we  find  ourselvts 
Committee  on  another  measure.  Sue! 
course  caruiot,  I  think,  inspire  much  ret 
dence  in  the  conduct  of  the  business  by 
Government.  ^  i 
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Senator  McGkegor. — I  thought  that  the 
lonorable  senator  was  in  a  hurry  to  fix  the 
I^a.pital  site. 

Senator  MILLEN. — Senator  McGregor 
ilways  appears  to  find  us  in  a  hurry  when 
le  desires  us  to  fall  in  with  his  wishes.  There 
is    a   fair  and  reasonable  way  of  doing 
business  which  is  generally   followed  by 
Governments.      To  pass  from  one  Com- 
mittee to  another  when  there  is  no  urgency, 
l:>ut  with  a  possible  object  in  view,  is  not 
a    proceeding  which  oxnmends  itself  to 
me.       So    far    as    the    amendment  is 
eorjcerned,  I  want  to  very  briefly  state  my 
position.     I  quite  recognise  that,  in  my 
opinions  on  this  question,  I  am  in  a  hope- 
less minority  in  the  Senate ;  and  that  being 
so.  I  have  no  intention  of  wearying  honor- 
able senators  by  reiterating  the  objections 
which  I  feel  to' locating  the  Capital  in  the 
Monaro  district    At  the  same  time,  I  wish 
orice  more  to  place  on  rea»d  my  opinion — 
of  course  I  am  in  a  niinorityi  and  must 
bow  to  the  majority — that  a  serious  mis- 
take is  being  made — sertous,  not  only  as 
regards  the  interests  of  my  own  State,  but 
also  as  regards  the  interests  of  the  Com- 
monwealth.  A  large  portion  of  the  session 
of  the  Federal  Parliament  must  be  during 
the  winter  months,  owing  to  the  date  on 
which  the  Senatorial  elections  take  place, 
and  for  that  reason  I  think  we  are  making 
a  serious  mistake  when  we  place  the  Fede- 
ral Capital  at  an  elevation  of  2.500  feet  in 
one  of  the  coldest  districts  of  New  South 
Wales. 

Senator  Stamiforth  Smith. — Do  not  dis- 
cuss the  merits  of  the  sites. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  do  not  propose  to 
do  so.  The  majority  of  members  in  another 
place  hold  a  different  opinira,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  I  am  correct  in  assuming  that  the 
majority  of  honorable  senators  will 
agree  with  the  decision  arrived  at 
elsewhere.  It  only  remains  for  me,  as  a 
representative  of  New  South  Wales — to 
which  State  the  Dalgety  site  is  distinctly 
distasteful — speaking  from  my  knowledge 
of  the  district*  to  once  more  express  the 
opinion  that  a  serious  mistake  is  bemg  made 
in  regard  to  the  interests  of  Parliament 
itself. 

Senator  Pearce. — Is  the  Dalgety  site 
distasteful  to  New  South  Wales,  or  dis- 
tasteful to  Sydney? 

Senator  >fILLEN. — I  am  more  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  country  districts 
than  with  the  metropolis,  and  X  think  I  may 
fairlv  claim  to  speak  for  New  South  Wales. 
I  merely  refer  to  that,  however,  as  a  second 


count.  I  believe  that  in  the  interests  of 
Parliament  itself*  and  of  the  members  of 
the  Parliament — in  the  interests  of  the 
satisfactory  conduct  of  business — we  are 
making  a  great  mistake. 

Senator  WALKER  (New  South  Wales). 
— I,  like  Senator  Millen,  bow  to  the  wis- 
dom of  the  majority. 

Senator  MiLUEN.—Xot  to  the  wisdom, 
but  to  the  numbers. 

Senator  WALKER. — I  desire  to  place 
once  more  on  record  my  opinion  that  the 
best  proposed  site  was  Tumut.  That  site 
is  approached  by  railway  communication, 
and  is  half-way  between  Melbourne  and 
Sydney,  while  it  possesses  a  climate  which 
would,  at  all  events,  suit  our  friends  from 
north  of  the  tropic  of  Capricorn.  Dal- 
gety will  be  very  cold  in  winter,  and  I  find 
Melbourne  quite  cold  enough  for  me.  It 
is  enough  to  freeze  one's  blood  to  think  of 
spending  the  winter  months  in  a  place  swept 
by  cold  westerly  winds  from  the  snow- 
capped mountains.  Although  I  lived  in 
Scotland  in  my  youth,  I  spent  twenty-five 
years  in  Queensland,  so  that  I  can  well  ap- 
preciate the  difference  between  the  climate 
of  one  site  and  another.  However  that 
may  be,  this  Government  will,  I  think,  have 
the  honour  of  settling  this  question,  pro- 
vided they  are  reascHiable,  and  do  not  ask 
New  South  Wales  for  an  area  of  anything 
like  900  square  miles.  Dalgety  15  ad- 
mitted to  have  the  best  water  supply 
amongst  the  sites  proposed,  and  that  is  a 
great  advantage.  But,  unfortunately, 
judging  by  the  appearance  of  the  country, 
it  will  be  a  long  time  before  there  are  any 
decent-sized  trees  there.  There  are  cer- 
tainly some  magnificent  granite  boulders, 
but,  I  fear,  rather  poor  soil.  I  hope 
that  we  shall  not  ultimately  regret  the  selec- 
tion we  may  make.  I  give  my  adherence  to 
Dalgety  as  probably  the  seccmd  best  site, 
but  I  do  not  depart  from  my  preference  for 
Tumut. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania).—  I 
agree  with  Senator  Millen  that  this  is 
scarcely  a  seemly  way  of  treating  an  im- 
portant measure.  I  say  that,  because  it  is 
an  extraordinary  state  of  things  that  we 
should  rush  out  of  C(»nmittee  upon  an- 
other Bill,  in  the  belief  that  the  subject 
uiider  consideraticm  cannot  be  exhausted  this 
evening,  and  then  rush  into  Committee  to 
discuss  the  Seat  of  Government  Bill. 

Senator  McGnEGdR. — The  circumstances 
are  different ;  this  Bill  has  been  before  the 
Senate  previously. 
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Senator  CLEMONS. — ^And  it  comes  back, 
with  a  message,  asking  us  to  reverse  out 
previous  decision. 

Senator  Staniforth  Smith. — No. 

Senator  CLEMONS. — In  my  opinion,  it 
does  to  a  considerable  extent.  The  Sen- 
ate, as  we  ail  know,  decided  upon  the  site 
of  Bombala. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — Na 

Senator  CLEMONS. — I  was  present, 
and  know  what  we  decided.  I  will  put  it 
in  another  way.  I  am  aware  that  certain 
honorable  senators  think  that  the  Capital 
site  should  have  access  to  the  sea.  I  sup- 
pose that  Senator  Mulcahy  agrees  with  me 
with  regard  to  that.  I  am  also  aware  that 
certain  honorable  senators  voted  in  favour 
of  a  site  in  the  Monaro  district,  because  they 
considered  that  it  gave  us  access  to  the  sea. 
The  selection  originally  made  by  the  Sen- 
ate has  been  considerably  changed ;  and 
while  the  Vice-President  of  the  Executive 
Council  is  apparently  inducing  honorable 
senators  to  believe  that  the  site  selected 
will  have  access  to  a  port,  and  that  the 
decision  of  the  Senate  in  that  respect  is  not 
in  any  way  interfered  with  by  the  amend- 
ments which  have  been  sent  up  from  the 
other  House,  I  say  that  the  position  is  con- 
siderably changed.  I  shall  probably  be 
told  to  look  at  clause  3,  and  that  I  shall 
find  it  stated  there  that  the  territory  to  be 
granted  should  contain  not  less  than  900 
square  miles,  and  have  access  to  the  sea.  I 
believe  that  some  honorable  senators  are 
sufficiently  gullible  to  imagine  that  the  Bill, 
as  it  stands,  gives  us  that  right.  But  I  say 
without  the  slightest  hesitation  that  it  does 
not.  If  we  have  a  sufficiently  large  area 
to  include  Eden,  of  course,  we  have  the 
same  access  to  the  sea  that  we  originally  de- 
sired. But  the  words  which  have  be^  in- 
serted in  clause  5  do  not  give  us  what  we 
desire. 

Senator  Dawson. — Suppose  we  had  an 
area  large  enough  to  give  us  access  to  a 
navigable  river.  Should  we  not  then  have 
access  to  the  sea? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— If  we  have  a  suf- 
ficiently large  area  to  carry  the  Federal  ter- 
ritory down  to  Twofold  Bay,  we  shall  have 
access  to  the  sea.  But  the  clause,  as  it 
stands,  does  not  give  us  that  access.  Per- 
sonally, I  am  not  very  much  concerned  with 
that  aspect  of  the  question,  and  am  not  go- 
ing to  quarrel  with  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. But  I  think  it  is  a  perfectly 
fair  thing  to  point  out  what  the  meaning  of 
the  Bill  is.   The  words  which  hare  been 
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added  to  clause  3  are  not  worth  anyttj 
at  all,  and  if  any  honorable  senators  de 
to  insist  upon  the  point  of  accessibith) 
the  sea,  they  should  not  accept  the  tl 
amendment. 

Scnalxir  Dobson. — The  words  addec 
claiise  3  must  have  some  meaning. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Any  one  may  1 
access  to  the  sea,  no  matter  where  he  1 
be.  But  the  words  which  have  Ij 
added  mean  nothing  whatever.  Theyi 
worth  nothing. 

Senator  Muu:ahy. — ^Tbe  words  are  (j 
an  affirmation.  | 

Senator  CLEMONS.— The  noatter  is| 
in  this  form,  because  the  Federal  Govj 
ment  have  no  alraolute  power  to  conj 
New  South  Wales  to  concede  any  terriij 
It  is  only  an  expression  of  opinicm,  an(| 
such  it  is  an  extraordinary  thing  to  appe^ 
an  Act  of  Parliament  But  the  ord 
stances  are  unprecedented.  The  fl 
jiL-jtincitinn  1  L'.-.n  find  for  ii  is  that  the  J 
itself  is  absolutely  unprecedented.  We  l| 
no  possible  parallel  to  it  in  the  whole 
tory  of  legisation.  We  are  practic 
creating  a  new  precedent,  and  I  sup] 
that  is  a  justification  for  the  insertion 
words  which  do  not  ordinarily  appeal 
an  Act  of  Parliament  I  do  not  wisl 
deal  with  the  question  at  any  gre 
Imgth,  but  if  I  have  created  any  do 
in  the  minds  of  honorable  senators,  I 
only  say  that  while  I  am  prepared  to  i 
port  the  Bill,  and  while  I  am  glad  to 
that  the  whole  question  is  now  practic 
settled,  at  the  same  time  I  think  it  is  so 
what  unfair  to  some  honorable  senal 
who  are  not  present,  and  who  have  had 
opportunity  of  knowing  that  a  final  d 
sion  upon  the  question  is  to  be  arrived 
in  the  Senate  to-night,  that  the  Bill  shj 
be  taken  at  this  hour.  I  think  it  il 
mistake,  under  these  circumstances,  ) 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Executive  C<1 
cil  should  have  projected  this  measure  1 
the  Senate  at  this  time.  So  far  as  I  i 
personally  concerned,  however,  I  have 
objection  to  what  is  being  done.  i 

Senator  GIVENS  (Queensland).~Ti 
seems  to  be  some  misunderstanding  ^ 

cerning  the  amendment  which  another  pi 
has  inserted  in  the  Bill.  I  do  not  k) 
whether  there  are  two  or  more  Dalg^ 
within  the  Commonwealth,  or  whei 
there  is  only  one  place  of  that  name, 
know  that  there  are  several  places  in  A 
tralia  the  names  of  whidi  are  duplical 
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>-~^^e  Bill,  as  amended,  as  I  understand, 
^''o^'ides  that  the  Capital  site  shall  be  at 
3a.lgety. 

Senator  Keating. — It  must  be  in  the 
5ta.te  of  New  South  Wales. 

Senator  GIVENS.— If    that    point  is 
::lea.r,   I  have  no  objection  to  make.  I 
Crust  that  the  Committee  will  unaninoously 
agree  to  the  amendments  which  hare  beoi 
xna.de  by  another  place,  because,  as  has 
been  pcxnted  out,  the  territory  which  has 
t>een  chosen  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
t  i  ves    includes   the   territory    which  the 
Senate  favoured.    As  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives are  practically  agreeing  with 
us,  and  have  simply  fixed  the  site  more 
definitely,  there  is  no  reason  why  we  should 
not  agree  with  them.     We  have  been  told 
by  Senator  Walker  and  Senator  Millen  that 
the  choice  is  a  very  unwise  one.  Con- 
sidering that  we  Have  been  dealing  with 
the  matter  for  nearly  four  years,  and  have 
had  an  enormous  amount  of  information 
concerning  the  different  sites,  I  do  not  see 
how  we  could  arrive  at  any  wiser  decision 
if  the  selection  were  delayed.     I  place  no 
reliance  upon  the  evidence  of  interested 
people.      I  place  little  reliance  upon  the 
objections  of  Senator  Walker.      In  some 
cases,  in  order  to  defeat  legislation  to  which 
he  is  opposed,  he  points  out  that  cme-half 
of  the  Commonwealth  is  unfit  for  habitation 
by  white  people,  owing  to  the  climate  being 
too  hot.     On  this  occasion,  with  the  object 
oi  defeating  another  provision  to  which  he 
is  opposed,  he  tells  us  that  the  place  which 
has  been  selected  is  too  cold  for  white 
people.     But  the  race  from  which  we  have 
sprung  is  not  a  tropical  race  by  any  means. 
There  are  several  honorable  senators  who 
come  from  the  northern  portion   of  the 
British  Empire — from  the  mountainous  dis- 
tricts of  S<x>tland.     Those  who  come  from 
the  colder  regions  are  amongst  the  healthiest 
and  most  vigorous  people  we  have  amongst 
us.     It  may  be  that  it  will  prove  to  be  an 
advantage  to  the  Commonwealth  to  fix  the 
Capital  site  in  a  part  of  Australia  where 
we  shall  be  able  to  rear  a  hardy  and  vigor- 
ous race. 

Senator  Staniforth  Smith. — Where  we 
shall  have  a  race  of  Highlanders. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Probably  we  shall 
be  able  to  rear  a  race  of  people  who  will 
go  about  with  bare  knees,  looking  exceed- 
ingly picturesque.  I  think  that  Dalgety 
is  about  as  good  a  place  as  could  have  been 
diosea  I  have  seen  all  the  sites  which 
are  favoured       omsiderable  numbers  of 


honorable  senators,  with  the  exception  of 
Tooma.  Bombala  has  some  advantages 
over  Dalgety,  but  at  the  same  time  Dalgety 
*has  very  considerabLe  advantages  which 
Bombala  does  not  possess,  nc^bly,  in  re- 
spect of  the  magnificent  water  supply, 
which  is  sufficient  for  a  very  large  popula- 
tion, and  at  the  same  time  j;ives  us  an  op- 
portunity of  generating  almost  unlimitod 
electric  power  of  the  very  cheapest  kind, 
by  the  utilization  of  the  powerful  streams 
of  water  which  flow  in  the  vicinity.  There- 
fore, I  shall  vote  with  the  very  greatest 
pleasure  for  the  final  selection  of  Dalgety, 
as  the  site  for  the  iFederal  Capita!,  and 
I  tupe  that  the  time  is  not  far  lisfa'ii  when 
the  Senate  will  be  sitting  there  and  enjoy- 
ing the  benefits  which  will  accr'i?  to  us 
fr(xn  the  magnificent  climate  of  rha'.  dis- 
trict. 

Senator  PEARCE  (Western  Auatmlia). 
— I  must  extend  my  sympathy  to  my  New 
South  Wales  friend  in  their  sorrow  at 
seeing  this  measure  rushed  through  in 
manner  now  proposed.  After  the  many  pro- 
tests which  the  New  South  Wales  senators 
have  entered  against  the  slow  manner  in 
which  the  Government  have  dealt  with  the 
selection  of  the  Capital  site,  they  must  have 
undergone  a  considerable  transformation, 
since  to-day  we  find  them  joining  Senator 
Dobson  in  protesting  against  undue  haste. 
Considering  that  they  have  never  been 
pleased  at  th&  speed  which  has  hitherto 
been  manifested  in  dealing  with  this  ques- 
Ijion,  and  that  they  are  now  protesting 
against  haste,  we  must  arrive  at  the  con- 
clusion that  this  Bill  has  been  responsible 
for  a  most  remarkable  ch  ange  in  their 
minds.  With  regard  to  Senator  demons' 
protest  against  the  adoptiMi  of  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives,  I 
would  point  out  to  him  that  practically 
what  has  happened  is  that  the  other  House 
has  come  into  line  with  the  Seiate.  We 
have  always  been  in  favour  of  the  selec- 
tion of  a  site  in  the  Monaro  district,  with 
a  port.  In  the  last  Parliament  the  Senate 
declared  itself  almost  unanimously  in 
favour  of  the  Monaro  district.  At  the 
elections  a  large  majority  of  honorable 
senators  who  favoured  that  district  were  re- 
turned, proving  conclusively  that  the  people 
of  Australia  are  in  favour  of  fixing  the 
site  there.  It  is  also  a  fact  that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Senate  was  of  opinicm  that 
Dalgety  was  the  best  site  in  the  Monaro 
locality.  Therefore,  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives has  practically  oxne  round  to 
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our  view.  I  claim  this  Bill  as  the  product 
of  the  Senate. 

Senator  Clemons. — Does  the  htmorable 
senator  consider  that  accessibility  to  a  p«t 
is  an  essential? 

Senator  PEARCE.— We  consider  that 
this  Bill  secures  that  advantage. 

Senator  Muxen. — ^Was  not  that  the  rea- 
son why  Bombala  was  first  inserted  ? 

Senator  PEARCE.— No;  because  Sena- 
tor  Smith  pointed  out  that  a  radius  of  fifty 
miles  would  include  Dalgety. 

Senator  Clemons. — Did  not  the  question 
of  acquiring  the  port  of  Eden  weigh  in 
the  selection? 

Senator  PEARCE.— Certainly ;  but  that 
was  only  one  of  the  many  advantages  which 
we  believed  that  the  Southern  Monaro  site* 
possessed.  I  consider  that  New  South 
Wales  has  much  to  thank  the  present  Go- 
vernment for.  They  have  grappled  with 
the  question  from  the  outset,  and  have  lost 
opportunity  of  pushing  it  forward;  and 
they  have  to-night  given  the  Senate  an 
early  opportunity  of  putting  its  final  im- 
primatur upon  the  Bill.  I  shall  cause  no 
further  delay,  than  to  say  that  the  choice 
made  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
meets  with  my  full  approval. 

Senator  TRENWITH  (Victoria).- There 
is  just  one  matter  to  which  I  think  reference 
ought  to  be  made.  Senator  Clemons  has 
said  that  the  expression  in  clause  3,  "  and 
have  access  to  the  sea,"  means  nothing. 
Perh.aDS  it  we  were  dealing  with  an  Act 
of  Parliament,  which  should  be  interpreted 
entirely  upon  its  verbiage,  the  honorable 
and  learned  senator  would  be  right.  But 
it  happens  that  we  are  dealing  with  a  mea- 
sure which  is  properly  an  expression  of 
opinion  in  connexion  with  the  matters  with 
which  it  is  ccmcemed.  The  only  affirmation 
in  it  that  is  positive  is,  that  the  Federal 
Capital  site  must  be  within  a  certain  area. 
The  amount  of  land  that  is  to  be  acquired  is 
a  matter  for  negotiation. 

Senator  Clemons. — Is  it?  There  is 
a  limit  even  to  that. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— It  is  truu  that 
the  Federal  Parliament  proposes  to  say 
that  the  area  should  not  be  less,  but  it 
has  not  said  that  it  shall  be  more  than  900 
square  miles. 

Senator  Clemons. — But  it  may  be  9,000 
square  miles.  Does  the  honorable  senator 
contend  that? 

Senator  TRENWITH— Speakmg  for 
mvselt,  I  should  be  delighted  if  it  were, 
but  I  do  not  contend  that.  I  contend  that 
the  two  Houses  of  the  Federal  Parliament 


are  united  in  declaring  that  the  Fed« 
territory  should  comprise  an  area  of  9< 
stjuare  miles. 

Senator  Cleuons. — And  by  that  t 
honorable  senator  means  900  square  miLi 
or  thereabouts;  a  little  more  or  less. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I    should  s 
that  if  it  happened  that  we  could  not  ( 
900  square  miles  exactly — say,  within 
couple  of  inches,  we  should    not  quar 
about  the  couple  of  inches. 

Senator  Clemons. — The  honorable  sa 
tor  means  up  to  905  square  mtles»  about 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  mean  wha 
am  saying,  that  the  Federal  Parliain 
thinks  that  the  area  should  be  900  squ. 
miles. 

Senator  Clemons. — Would  that  take 
from  Dalgety  to  Twofold  Bay  ? 

Senator  TRENWITH.— If  it  were  o 
row  enough  it  would  take  us  there  s 
bring  us  back  again.  The  honorable  a 
learned  senator  has  said  that  the  expr 
sion  "  and  have  access  to  the  sea  * '  me 
nothing,  but  I  say  that,  in  view  of  the  f 
that  this  Bill  will  be  considered,  togeti 
with  the  discussion  that  took  place  in  pa 
ing  it,  it  is  largely  an  expression  of  opin 
for  the  purpose  of  future  negotiations  i 
tween  two  independent  Parliaments.  Thi 
is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  these  woi 
"access  to  the  sea,"  will  be  interpreted  r 
as  Senator  Clemons  has  suggested,  to  me 
that  we  should  have  access  to  the  sea  o^ 
some  one  else's  territory,  but  that  we  shoi, 
have  access  to  the  sea  through  Fedei 
territory.  Therefore,  for  all  practii 
purposes,  that  clause  is  as  definite  as 
need  be.  It  is  as  definite  as  it  could 
made  for  practical  purposes.  Clearly,  ! 
object  of  Parliament  in  saying  that 
should  have  access  to  the  sea  is,  that 
shall  have  that  access  through  Fedc 
territory  the  whole  way. 

Senator  Best. — It  is  an  instruction  j 
the  Government.  \ 

Senator  TRENWITH.— Certainly  -.  a 
for  that  purpose  it  is  sufficiently  defini 
But  I  do  not  desire  that  it  should  go  foi 
that  it  was  not  clearly  indicated  that  the  J 
cess  to  the  sea  should  be  all  the  way  throii 
Federal  territory.  If  that  impress' 
were  to  go  forth  it  might  then  be  m-^v. 
in  the  negotiations  that  the  Federal 
liament  recognised  that  the  expression  1' 
not  mean  anything  more  than  that  th- 
should  be  some  route  by  whidi  we  con 
get  to  the  sea,  and  not  necessarily  thm;- 
Federal  territory. 
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Senator  Clemons. — ^The  honorable  sena- 
r  has  strengthened  my  argument  in  the 
me  direction,  and  has  completely  created 
lat  impressi(Hi. 

Senator    TREN  WITH.— Great  minds 
ft  en  run  together.   I  regret  the  amendment 
Viich  practically  shuts  out  Bombala,  be- 
luse  I  think  it  would  have  been  better  to 
n,ve  retained  the  widest  possible  range  of 
K<->ice  within  the  area  we  had  described. 
■  ly  own  view  is  that  Dalgety  is  the  better 
ite.  but  I  am  still  sorry  that  the  amend- 
nent  to  which  I  refer  has  been  made.  How- 
;ver.  I  do  not  think  it  of  vital  importance, 
>r  that  we  should  lose  the  Bill  because  of 
t.     It  is,  however,  of  very  great  importance 
hat  we  should  settle  this  guesticxi,  and  that 
L   jierplexing.  vexing,  and  disuniting  bone 
3f  contration  should  be  removed.    I  feel 
now  that  there  will  be  a  more  rapid  ap- 
proach to  the  proper  Federal  spirit  that 
should  exist,  and  does  very  largely  exist, 
and  which  I  believe  will  in  the  near  future 
be  complete  and  entire.   In  my  opinion,  this 
question  while  hung  up  had  more  influence 
than  any  other  I  can  think  of  in  keeping 
apart  in  sentiment  and  mind  at  least  two, 
and  possibly  more,  of  the  States  of  Aus- 
tralia.   When  this  Bill  is  passed  we  shall 
not  necessarily  proceed  immediately  to  this 
place,  which  Senator  Walker  has  said  is  too 
cold  for  white  men,  but  a  cause  of  dissen- 
sion will  have  been  removed,  and  we  shall 
be  able  to  settle  down  to  the  consideration 
of  the  next  question  which  presents  itself 
to  us — the  question  of  ways  and  means.  We 
cannot  erect  the  Federal  Capital  without 
funds. 

Senator  Eraser. — We  are  not-  likely  to 
get  there  in  a  hurrv. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— That  is  quite 
likely ;  but  a  year  or  two,  or  three  or  four 
years,  are  nothing  in  the  life  and  historv 
of  a  Conunonwealth  such  as  ours.  I 
think,  however,  that  it  is  of  importance 
that  the  question  of  the  location  of  the 
Capital  should  be  settled,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  such  a  strong  feel- 
ing has  existed  in  the  minds  of  many 
persons  on  the  question.  Though  we  are 
in  splendid  temper  this  evening,  I  amid 
not  but  deprecate  the  slightly  sneering,  or 
peTha]»  I  should  say  the  bantering  tone 
of  Senator  Fearce  whra  he  got  up  to  crai- 
gratulate  the  representatives  of  New  South 
Wales.  I  think  that  we  should,  so  far  as 
possible,  forget  that  we  represent  New 
South  Wales,  Victoria,  or  any  other  Stale, 
and  should  always  feel  that  we  represent 
Australia.     The  removal  of  this  question 


will  probably  do  more  than  anything  else 
to  bring  about  that  very  desirable  feeling 
amongst  honorable  senators. 

Senator  DOBSON  (Tasmania).— It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  throughout  our  discussions 
there  is  too  much  feeling  shown  and  too 
little  business  done ;  too  much  prejudice  in 
the  assertion  of  rights,  and  too  little  states- 
manship. Senator  Millen  has  said 
that  in  the  expression  of  his  views  he  feels 
that  he  is  in  a  hopeless  minority,  and  I  am 
greatly  in  sympathy  with  the  honorable 
senator.  I  have  much  the  same  feeling  with 
regard  to  my  views  when  inside  this 
chamber,  but  I  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  a  very  large  majority  of  the 
people  outside  agree  with  me  in  Believing 
that  we  are  cmisidering  this  matter  about 
a  generatitm  before  its  time. 

Senator  Tkenwith. — That  is  a  consola- 
tion which  the  representatives  of  minori- 
ties always  have. 

Senator-'  DOBSON.— Although  Senator 
Trenwith  has  put  his  point  nicely  and 
clearly  about  the  passage  of  this  Bill  doing 
away  with  feelings  of  hostility,  I  do  not 
quite  agree  with  the  honorable  senatcv.  I 
should  like  to  remind  him  thai  we  may  give 
way  a  little  too  much  to  these  feelings.  If 
we  ace  going  to  treat  the  transcontinental 
railway  in  the  way  in  which  we  have 
treated  this  questicm,  honorable  senators 
from  Western  Australia  will  only  have  to 
sing  loud  enough  to  secure  the  construction 
of  that  line.  They  will  tell  us  it  is  neces- 
sary in  order  to  maintain  the  Federal  and 
national  feeling  which  should  follow  the 
adopticm  of  the  Constitution. 

Senator  Matheson. — Hear,  hear. 

Senator  DOBSON.— I  hope  that  Sena- 
tor Matheson  does  not  think  that  I  believe 
in  any  such  nonsense  as  that? 

Senator  Matheson. — I  know  that  the 
honorable  and  learned  senator  believes  in 
th'i  Federal  feeling. 

Senator  DOBSON.— I  do,  but  it  is  not 
going  to  be  brought  about  by  honorable 
senators  on  one  side  clamouring  for  srane- 
thing  as  if  they  ought  to  get  it  at  once, 
and  the  rest  of  us,  Tike  a  parcel  of  child- 
ren, giving  in  to  the  clamour.  I  do  not 
propose  to  decide  any  question  in  such  a 
way.  I  have  yet  to  be  shown  that  the  choice 
of  a  Capital  site,  at  which  half  the  mem. 
bers  of  the  Committee  are  sneering,  will 
allay  the  feeling  which  is  said  to  exist  in 
Nev/  South  Wales.  I  have  yet  to  see 
whether  the  pledge,  if  it  was  a  pledge, 
made  by  the  Prime  Minister  is  to  be  car- 
ried out.  That  honorable  |e^riei^^^^^  that 
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any  one  who  would  advocate  the  building 
of  the  Federal  Capital  at  an  eaily  date 
would  be  guilty  of  the  grossest  extrava- 
gance. I  remind  honorable  senators  that 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Prime  Minister  the 
Federal  Capital  will  not  be  built  for  twenty 
years  to  come. 

SenatOT  Millen. — Has  the  Prime  Mini- 
ster said  that  ? 

Senator  DOBSON.— I  have  yet  to  learn 
that  the  indecent  haste  with  which  we  are 
now  proceeding  with  this  matter  will  allay 
any  feeling  whatever,  or  bring  about  any 
broader  or  more  Federal  spirit  I  do  not 
agree  that  Ministers  are  to  be  congratulated 
upon  the  undue  haste  with  wbidi  they  have 
asked  us  to  deal  with  this  matter.  We  have 
on  three  occasions  busied  ourseh'es  with 
the  Trade  Marks  Bill,  and  have  three 
times  considered  the  clauses  submitted  by 
Senator  Pearce,  and  now  when  we 
have  got  them  well  into  our  heads 
the  debate  upon  them  has  been  ad- 
journed, and  we  have  been  asked  to 
consider  the  question  of  the  Capital  site. 
Many  honorable  senators  who  have  taken 
a  great  interest  in  the  settlement  of  this 
questicxi  are  not  present,  and  there  is  not 
one  absent  who  could  have  had  the  slightest 
idea  that  this  matter  would  come  on  for 
discussion  this  evening.  Ministers  have  no 
right  to  ask  us  to  enter  upon  the  considera- 
tion of  this  question  at  this  time  of  the 
night.  I  have  an  amendment  to  propose, 
but  before  I  move  it  I  should  like  to  say 
that  I  recognise  that  a  large  majority  of 
honorable  senators  will  probably  be  against 
me.  Personally,  I  should  be  glad  if  the 
Committee  dlB  not  consent  to  the  amend- 
ments made  in  the  Bill  in  another  place. 
Honorable  members  in  another  place  have 
restricted  our  choice  to  a  site  within  seven- 
teen miles  of  Dalgety.  It  is  possible  that 
Dalgety  is  preferable  to  Bombala,  but  by 
adopting  the  amendment  of  another  place 
we  shall  be  restricting  our  choice  and  re- 
stricting the  choice  of  the  experts  who, 
with  their  instruments  and  levels,  will  have 
to  decide  on  the  best  place  for  the  Capital. 
If  the  words  of  the  clause  as  passed  by 
the  Senate,  **  within  fifty  miles  of  Bom- 
bala," take  in  Dalgety,  and  the  port  of 
Eden,  I  should  prefer  that  those  words 
should  be  retained.  I  can-  see  no  reason 
why  we  should  be  asked  to  accept  the 
amendment,  except  that  it  is  thought  we 
should  deal  with  this  matter  with  undue 
ha.ste,  or  that  possibly  Ministers  are  ex- 
pecting an  early  political  death,  and  thev 
-"•"sire  to  have  the  credit  of  passing  this  Bill. 


Senator  Dawson. — The  honorable 
learned  senator  might  give  us  a  chanct 
make  our  will. 

Senator  DOBSON.— -I  do  not  begru 
Ministers  any  credit  to  which  they  are 
titled.   They  are  entitled  to  much  credii 
many  points,  but  they  are  not  entitlec 
credit  for  postponing  the  ccHisideration 
the  Trade  Marks  Bill  in  order  that 
might  proceed  to  ccHisider  this  Bill, 
point  referred  to  by  Senator  Clemons 
not  been  quite  disposed  of  by  Senator  T 
with.    I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  if 
High  Court  had  to  construe  the  words 
ferred  to,  it  would  possibly  give  them 
interpretation  which  Senator  Trenwith 
indicated.    But  why  should  there  be 
doubt  on  the  subject?    It  is  a  matter 
very  great  importance,  because  I  do 
hesitate  to  say  that  Southern  Monaro 
Dalgety  was  chosen  by  the  Senate  and 
the  House  of  Representatives  simply 
cause  it  was  felt  that  a  selection  in  i 
district  would  give  us  access  to  a  p 
Surely  it  is  a  right  thing  for  us  to  see  i 
we  get  that  access.    But  I  am  not  q 
certain  that  we  shall  get  it.      The  w< 
used  are — 

Not  less  than  900  square  miles,  and  have  at 

to  the  sea. 

That  may  mean  by  a  strip  of  land  CMie  d 
or  twenty  chains  wide — one  mile  or 
miles  wide.  ! 

Senator  Dawson. — Does  the  honori 
and  learned  senator  mean  an  increase  rif 
area  in  order  to  get  a  port  ? 

Senator  DOBSON.— There  might  no 
territory  sufficient  to  take  us  to  the  port, 
cept  by  a  very  narrow  strip  indeed.  I  she 
like  my  honorable  friends  to  consider  « 
ther  it  is  wise  to  limit  the  choi«  of  a 
in  the  territory  by  the  experts.  I  bell 
that  a  majority  of  the  Senate  favour  t 
gety  now  more  than  Bombala.  But  \ 
should  we  not  have  a  radius  of  fifty  m 
in  which  to  choose  the  site  for  a  Cai| 
instead  of  a  smaller  area?  ■ 

Senator  Best. — What  is  the  suggesl 
of  the  honorable  and  learned  senator  ? 

Senator  DOBSON. — My  suggestinii 
that  we  should  disagree  with  the  amendd 
of  the  other  House,  because  the  clause,  i 
left  the  Senate,  would  give  a  wider  cbi 
to  the  experts.  I  would  ask  honod 
senators  to  consider  how  we  have  wolili 
about  in  this  matter,  bow  on  every  occaa 
we  have  started  before  we  were  ready,  1 
how  at  the  last  moment  a  site  has  come  ta 
front  which  n^n^^ofQ^^^ver  t 
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LTici  none  of  us  had  heard  of  until  the  last 
ew-  weeks.    Tooma  secured  almost  as  many 
"otes    as   Lyndhurst.     Let   it   be  borne 
n    xnind  that  when  a  number  of  us  tra- 
'elled  by  coach  and  visited  Dalgety  not 
>ne  of  us  saw  with  the  skilled  eye  of  Sir 
John    Forrest     that    it    was    a  good 
site,    or   dreamed   a   few   months  ago 
LKa.t  it  was  preferable  to  Bombala.  We 
did  not  take  sufiBciently  into  account  the 
questicm  of  water  supply — the  potentiali- 
ties of  the  Snowy    River     which  runs 
through  the  territory.    We  did  not  attach 
sufl&cient  importance  to  the  enormous  elec- 
tric power  which  could  be  generated  by 
means  of  that  water.    We  have  made  all 
these  mistakes  by  proceeding  with  undue 
haste,  and  without  that  expert  evidence 
which  is  necessary.    We  have  now  chosen 
the  site,  although  one  expert,  who  was  ex- 
pressly sent  to  make  an  official  report,  told 
us  that  we  ought  not  to  choose  Southern 
Alonaro  without  making  a  more  thorough 
and  exhaustive  inquiry  into  the  climate. 
At    Bombala   I   was  told   by   at  least 
a   dozen  persons  that  in  a  severe  win- 
ter tbe  snow  lies  on  the  ground  for  three 
or  four  days  together,  and  that  when  the 
winter  is  not  severe  it  lies  on  the  ground 
for  about  six  hours.    But  I  was  pleased 
with  Southern  Monaro.    At  the  same  time, 
our  experts  tell  us  that  we  ought  not  to 
make  a  choice  until  we  have  made  further 
inquiries. 

Senator  Tsenwith. — London  is  a  pretty 
fair  sized  town,  with  something  like  the 
same  snow  ccHiditions. 

Senator  DOB.SON. — I  am  quite  aware 
of  that  fact ;  but  my  honorable  friend 
knows  that  most  persons  who  can  get  out 
of  London  in  the  winter  time  go. 

Senator  Trenwith. — Generally  about 
5,000,000  stay. 

Senator  DOBSON.— I  have  heard  from 
a  relative  that  a  great  many  persons  can 
stand  two  winters,  but  not  a  third  winter. 

Senator  Dawson. — The  tunxuable  and 
learned  senator  wishes  to  put  the  Bill  on 
the  shelf  for  a  while. 

Senator  DOBSON.— I  desire  the  Bill  to 
be  considered  in  a  statesmanlike  and  ex- 
haustive manner.  I  do  not  desire,  like 
my  honorable  friend,  to  pass  the  amend- 
ments of  another  place  without  considera- 
tion, and  then  go  into  Committee  on  another 
Bill. 

Saiator  Dawson. — The  honorable  and 
learned  senator  has  had  four  years  in  which 
to  consider  this  Bill. 
6y 


Senator  DOBSON. — Every  time  we  have 
been  asked  to  consider  this  question  we 
have  not  been  furnished  with  the  necessary 
information.  My  honorable  friends  may 
think  that  they  are  doing  the  right  thing  to- 
night. They  may  pride  themselves  on  the 
fact  that  they  are  in  a  majority  here,  but  I 
believe  they  are  in  a  hopeless  minority 
outside. 

Senator  MULCAHY  (Tasmania).— I  do 
not  agree  with  the  sentiments  which  have 
fallen  from  my  honorable  and  learned  col- 
league. .1  hope  that  we  shall  not  make 
any  alteration  in  the  Bill,  though  I  should 
like  to  see  clause  3  eliminated.  If  we 
wish  to  give  an  expression  of  opinion  to 
OUT  Government  the  proper  way  for  each 
House  to  proceed  is  by  resolution.  In  that 
way  we  could  have  given  the  Government 
some  definite  expressions  of  opinion. 

Senator  Dawson. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  object  to  the  Government  negotiat- 
ing with  New  South  Wales? 

Senator  MULCAHY.— I  object  to  load- 
ing the  Bill  with  a  mere  expression  of 
opinion.  I  do  not  think  it  will  reflect 
on  our  legislative  wisd(xn  if  we  make  a 
mere  Expression  of  opinion  the  subject 
of  an  enactment.  While  I  strongly 
support  the  selection  of  a  site,  and 
believe  that  practically  the  best  site  has 
been  selected  by  the  Houses,  I  do  not 
consider  that  by  assenting  to  these 
amendments  I  am  necessarily  committing 
myself  to  any  large  expenditure.  I  think 
that  we  should  be  acting  directly  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  Tas- 
mania generally,  and  of  all  sensible  pec^Ie 
throughout  the  C(xnmonwealth,  if  we  were 
to  indulge  immediately  in  any  very  large 
expenditure.  It  is  a  consolation  to  me  to 
know  that  the  disposition  of  this  Parlia- 
ment is  not  to  borrow.  I  recognise  that 
if  the  mtMiey  has  to  be  provided  out  of  the 
annual  revenue  we  shall  proceed  cautiously 
enough. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Clause  3 — 

The  teriitoty  to  be  grunted  to  or  acquired  by 
the  Commonwealth,  within  which  the  Seat  of  Gq- 
vemment  shall  be,  shall  be  within  the  area  men- 
tioned in  section  2,  and  shall  contain  an  area 
not  less  than  nine  hundred  square  miles. 

House  of  Refresentatives'  Amendment. — Omit 
"shall  be  within  the  area  meDtioned  in  section 
3,  and  shall,"  and  insert  "  should." 

Senator  McGREGOR.  —  After  the 
lengthy  discussion  on  the  pre-.'ious  amend- 
ment, I  expect  that  this  amendment,  by 
reason  of  its  simplicity,  wiU  be  accepted 
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with  very  little  loss  of  time.  When  the 
previous  amendment  was  being  considered 
I  felt  tempted  on  several  occasions  to  rise 
and  express  my  opinions  in  opposition  to 
the  views  of  some  hwiorable  senators,  but  I 
was  so  anxious  to  see  this  Bill  carried 
that  I  refrained  from  exercising  my  pri- 
vilege.    I  move — 

That  the  amendment  be  agreed  to. 

Senator  KEATIXG  (Tasmania). — I  wish 
to  once  more  rea}rd  my  objection  to  the 
insertion  of  the  word  "should"  in  this 
clause. 

Senator  McGsegor. — It  is  only  done 
out  of  defer^ce  to  New  South  Wales. 

Senator  KEATING.— Exactly.  On  a 
previous  occasion  when  an  atlempt  was 
made  by  some  honorable  senators  to  insert 
the  word  it  was  pointed  out  that  we  could 
not  use  the  word  "shall,"  because  it  did 
not  rest  entirely  with  this  Parliament  to 
ultimately  decide  the  actual  extent  of 
territory. 

Senator  Stanifosth  Smith. — Did  not  a 
previous  Government  consent  lo  the  use 
of  the  word  "should"? 

Senator  KEATING.— The  members  of 
the  present  Government  resisted  the  use  of 
that  word,  as  I  did.  It  was  decided  by 
the  Senate,  to  send  the  Bill,  down  to  the 
other  House,  with  the  word  "  shall  "  in 
this  clause,  trusting,  however,  to  the  good 
sense  of  the  Government  of  New  South 
Wales,  to  recognise  that  there  was  no  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  this  Parliament  to 
coerce  that  State,  or  to  usurp  any  legisla- 
tive rights,  but  that  it  merely  wished  to 
adhere  to  a  legislative  word,  which  should 
be  used  in  such  circumstances.  Last  night 
another  place  was  asked  to  again  exhibit 
deference  to  New  South  Wales,  by  sub- 
stituting "should"  for  "shall."  I  agree 
with  Senator  Mulcahy,  that  this  clause  is 
an  affirmation  of  scHnething  which  should 
not  be  found  in  a  legislative  enactment. 
It  is  not  an  enactment,  but  a  mere  recom- 
mendation, or  an  expression  of  a  pious 
wish,  and  its  proper  place  would  be  in  a 
resolution  passed  by  each  House,  as  an 
instruction  to  the  Government,  that  when 
they  approached  the  Government  of  New 
South  Wales,  they  could  say  just  as  easily 
as  they  can  say  now,  and  with  far  better 
grace,  "We  come  to  you  with  this  Bill, 
and  these  instructions,  which  express 
the  will  of  our  Parliament,  so  far  as 
it  ran  Ix'  given  legislative  form,  and 
bejond    these    instructions    \vu    are  not 


to  go  in  negotiating  with  you  in  tH 
matters  which  must  be  dealt  with  by  us, 
a  matter  of  oxitract  or  bargain."  Hi 
ever,  the  clause  is  there,  and  the  objea 
those  who  are  considering  the  interests 
Australia  generally,  and  not  the  inten 
of  the  few,  whom  Senator  Dobscm  se< 
to,  is  to  see  that  this  Bill  is  d< 
with  as  speedily  as  possible.  As  soon 
it  has  been  dealt  with,  and  our  Govf 
ment  can  proceed  to  negotiate  with  ^ 
South  Wales,  no  doubt  a  great  deal  of 
present  irritation  and  frictitxi  will  dis 
pear.  I,  for  tme,  feel  that,  although  we  si 
have  passed  the  Bill,  yet,  even  if  our 
vernment  succeed  in  selecting  a  site  x 
mately,  neither  this  nor  a  succeeding  I 
liament  will  launch  out  upon  extrava^ 
expenditure,  as  so  many  persons,  who 
opposed  to  the  selection  of  a  site  for 
Capital,  are  so  fond  of  telling  the  peo 
I  am  confident  that  we  shall  proceed  x 
tiously  and  slowly,  that  we  shall  cut 
coat  according  to  our  cloth,  and  that 
Capital,  though  its  constructicm  be  ent^ 
upon  early,  will  not  be  completed  bef-o 
generation  or  two  has  passed.  I  trust 
we  shall  take  such  steps  as  are  necess^ 
under  present  circumstances,  to  estab 
a  territory  in  that  portion  of  New  S( 
Wales  which  will  ultimately  be  deci 
upon,  which  shall  not  belong  to  the  pa 
of  any  State,  but  shall  be  the  oomi 
property  and  heritage  of  the  citizens 
Australia  for  all  time,  and  that  we  $ 
gradually,  as  the  years  go  by,  make  a  1 
tre  which  shall  be  worthy  of  this  C 
monwealth. 

Senator  PLAYFORD  (South  Austral 
—I  believe  that  it  was  a  great  mistake 
us  to  insist  upon  uang  the  word  "shi 
because  we  had  no  constitutional  righ: 
do  so.    We  must  bear  in  mind  that,  t 
the  territory  "shall  have  been  grantci; 
acfjuired "  by   the  Commonwealth, 
vested  in  and  belong  to  the  Comraonwft 
we  have  no  right  to  fix  on  a  site.  We 
passing  an  Act  of  Parliament,  but  reall 
is    merely    a    means    of  informing; 
State     of     New     South  Wales  \ 
our     desire     is.     According  to 
Constitution    the   area  shall   not  l>e 
than  100  square  miles ;  but  does  any 
in  his  senses  believe  that  the  High  C 
would  decide  that  we  rould  take  200  s  jj 
miles  without  the  consent  of  New  Sl 
Wale.1? 

Senator  Tsenwith. — Yes,  if  that  t 
were  required  for  the  Capital. 
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Senator  PLAYFORD.— All  the  jCom- 
fkoiiwcalth  can  do  is  to  express  a  wish  for 

larger  area  than  that  mentioied  in  the 
-Constitution;  and  in  such  an  expression  I 
luite  agree.  I  trust  that  New  South 
•Vales  will  accede  to  an^  rKjuest  of  the 
i^ommcHiwealth  in  that  direction;  but,  at 
he  same  time,  we  have  no  power  to  force 
;Uat  State  to  hand  over  900  square  miles. 

Senator  Keating. — Our  wish  should  be 
expressed  by  resolution. 

Senator  PLAYFORD.— Why  not  ex- 
press ourselves  in  language  that  is  intelli- 
gible? 

Senator  Clemons. — An  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment is  not  a  vehicle  for  the  expression  of 
wishes. 

Senator  PLAYFORD.— This  is  a  most 
exceptional  measure;  though  I  admit  it 
might  have  been  better  to  convey  our 
wishes  by  a  joint  resolution  of  the  two 
Houses,  I  am  entirely  in  agreement  with 
the  choice  which  has  been  made.  Though 
I  have  never  seen  the  territory  myself,  I 
think  I  am  able  to  judge  of  its  merits  from 
the  reports  of  intelligent  people  who  have 
visited  it ;  I  can  read  the  details  as  to  the 
lemperature,  t-he  rainfall,  and  the  quality 
of  the  soil. 

Senator    Fraser. — ^Rainfall   in  a  poor 
country  IS  not  much  good. 

Senator  PLAYFORD.— But  no  runfall 
in  a  poor  country  is  worse.  Very  ridi 
country  with  very  little  rainfall  is  not  half 
so  good  as  poor  country  with  a  heavy  rain- 
fall. I  have  judged  this  site  from  the 
reports  of  others,  and  have  paid  special 
attenticm  to  the  report  given  by  Sir  John 
Forrest.  That  gentleman  was  in  no  way 
interested  in  any  particular  site,  but  made 
his  investigatiwi  with  an  open  mind.  He 
was  at  one  time  a  surveyor,  and,  with  his 
full  knowledge  of  land,  gave  his  opinion 
immistakably  in  farour  of  Dalgety.  Per- 
-WMially  I  should  have  liked  the  site  to  be 
nearer  Twofold  Bay,  because  it  is  import- 
ant that  the  Federal  Capital  should  be 
connected  with  a  port.  But  we  cannot 
get  ever)'thing  we  desire ;  and  we  know  that 
at  Dalgety  there  is  sufficient  water  power 
to  generate  electricity  for  railways  and  for 
manufactures  within  a  certain  distance,  at 
the  least  possible  cost.  As  to  climate,  I 
prefer  oold  to  heat,  as  I  tfaink  the  majority 
of  people  da  Those  who  come  from  the 
north,  and  have  been  enervated  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  by  tropical  conditions,  will  at 
Dalgety  be  braced  up  for  future  useful- 
ness.    As  to  the  necessary  expenditure, 
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my  idea  is  that  no  money  should  be  bor- 
rowed in  connexion  with  the  Federal  Capi- 
tal ;  that  all  expenditure  necessary  for  pro- 
viding accomm<xIati<m  for  Parliament  ought 
to  be  met  out  of  the  revenue.  We  have 
lately  heard  a  great  deal  about  Socialism, 
and  have  been  told  bow  inadvisable  it 
would  be  to  establish  anything  like  social- 
istic conditions  on  the  Federal  Territory. 
Ail  I  have  to  say  is  that  if  the  Common- 
wealth Government,  when  they  acquire  the 
land,  are  foolish  enough  to  part  with  the 
fee  simple,  the  j)eople  of  Australia  will 
curse  them  in  the  future,  because  no  greater 
mistake  could  be  c<xnmitted.  We  know 
what  the  result  of  parting  with  the  fee 
simple  has  been  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 
In  the  city  of  Adelaide  I  know  of  acres 
which  originally  sold  for  £$  or  £tQ^ 
but  which,  on  their  unimproved 
value,  are  now  assessed  at  ^zo,ooo.  I 
was  never  more  struck  in  my  life  with  th» 
importance  of  not  parting  with  the  fee 
simple  as  I  was  during  a  visit  I  paid  to 
Singapore.  I  called  upon  the  Gover- 
nor, and,  speaking  of  the  magnificent 
buildings  I  had  noticed  in  the  town,  I 
asked  him  on  what  tenure  the  land  was 
held.  He  informed  me  that  it  was  leased 
by  the  Government  for  fifty  years  or 
ninety-nine  years,  there  being  a  clause 
stipulating  for  certain  improvements;  and 
the  result  of  the  system  is  that  in  the  course 
of  time  the  whole  of  the  property  will. fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  Government.  Very 
little  taxation  is  required  there  at  present, 
and  the  possession  of  this  property  will 
render  taxation  unnecessary  in  the  future. 

Senator  Fraser. — Singapore  is  a  Crown 
Colony  ? 

Senator  PLAYFORD.— Yes;  some  ex- 
tremely socialistic  plans  are  tried  in  Crown 
Colonies,  very  often  with  a  considerable 
amount  of  wisdom.  I  am  exceedingly  glad 
that  tlie  House  of  Representatives  has 
practically  come  to  the  same  conclusion  as 
has  the  Senate  in  regard  to  the  site  for  the 
Federal  Capital.  I  was  afraid,  from  what 
had  taken  place  previously,  that  there 
might  be  considerable  difficulty;  and  it  is 
exceedingly  gratifying  that  the  result  is 
so  good,  so  far  as  we  have  proceeded. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales). 
—Some  remarks  which  have  been  raarle  this 
evening  may  create  a  feeling  approaching 
alarm  amongst  the  people  of  the  district  in 
which  the  propo.sed  Federal  territory  is 
situated.  It  has  been  affirmed  that  after 
the  passage  of  the  Bill  there  is  no  inten- 
tion to  borrow  money  iat^  the  nurpose 
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of  carrying  its  provision  into  effect.  I 
wish  to  point  out  that  once  the  Federal 
territory  is  acquired  it  will  be  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  Commonwealth  to  borrow 
an  amount  suffident  to  pay  for  private  pro- 
perty which  it  may  be  necessary  to  take 
over. 

Senator  Pearce. — But  not  to  compensate 
the  owners. 

Senator  MILLEN. — Having  assumed 
this  territory,  we  cannot  allow  it  tg  remain 

for  the  periods  which  have  been  mentioned 
— periods  ranging  from  four  to  twenty 
years,  or  from  one  to  two  generations — with- 
out paying  for  the  property  which  is 
claimed.  The  remarks  as  to  the  delay 
which  will  take  place  before  any  money 
is  expended  or  borrowed  apply  only  to  the 
building  of  the  Capital,  and  not  to  the 
compensation  of  those  whose  private  pro- 
perty may  be  interfered  with. 
Motion'  agreed  to. 

Home  of  Representatives'  Amendmeni. — ^At  end 
of  clause  add  "  and  have  access  to  the  sea." 

Senator  McGREGOR. — No  argument  is, 
I  think,  necessary  to  impress  on  the  minds 
of  honorable  senators  the  importance  of 
this  amendment.  I  believe  a  large  majo- 
rity of  honorable  ^nators  recognise  the 
advisability  of  having  access  from  the 
Federal  Capital  to  the  seaboard,  and  for 
that  reason  I  shall  not  oonipy  time  in  re- 
commending this  amendment.     I  move — 

That  the  amendment  be  agreed  to. 

Moticm  agreed  to. 

ResoluticHis  reported  j  report  adopted. 

SELECT  COMMITTEE :  TOBACCO 
MONOPOLY. 

Motion  (by  Senator  Pearce)  agreed  to — 

That  the  Select  Committee  on  Tobacco  Mono- 
poly have  leave  to  extend  the  time  for  bringing 
up  their  report  to  this  day  four  weeks. 

Senate  adjourned  at  lo  p.m. 


^oxm  of  Hrpresentatibes. 

Wednesday,  lo  August,  igo^. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.30 
p.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

PETITION. 

Mr.  LEE  presented  a  petition  from  the 
Women's  Christian  Temperance  Unicm  of 
New  South  Wales,  praying  the  House  to 


prohibit  the  introduction,  sale,  and  manu 
facture  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  Brltist 
New  Guinea. 

Petition  received. 

CAUCUS  MEETINGS. 

Mr.  BAMFORD. — Has  the  attention  c 
the  Prime  Minister  been  directed  to  a  pan 
graph  which  appears  in  this  morning 
Argus,  and  is  to  the  effect  that  yestenU 
the  Legislative  Cbtmcil  of  Victoria,  held 
caucus  meeting  ?  Can  the  honorable  gentl 
man  inform  the  House  if  there  is  any  di 
ference  between  the  procedure  reported 
have  been  adopted  by  the  Legislative  Cou 
cil  of  Victoria,  and  that  followed  by  t. 
Labour  Party  and  other  parties? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  have  not  seen  t 
paragraph  referred  to,  but,  no  doubt,  t 
system  of  holding  caucus  meetings  has  ja 
ceeded  in  every  case  from  the  one  gene 
source,  and  is  worked  in  the  same  fasfai 
by  every  party. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — It  is  spreading. 

Mr.  WATSON.— May  not  that  be  due 
the  example  afforded  by  the  party  to  whi 
the  honorable  member  belongs  ?  T 
Labour  Party  has  not  been  in  existen 
sufficiently  long  to  influence  the  otl- 
parties  in  this  matter.  The  caucus  is 
new  invention  in  Victoria,  and  I  und< 
stand  that  it  was  recentlv  used  in  connexi 
with  the  choosing  of  tKe  presiding  offit 
of  the  more  representative  branch  of  t 
Victorian  Parliament 

COLONEL  HOAD. 

Mr.  PAGE.— Is  it  true  that  the  Col 
monwealth  military  representative  at  t 
Russo-Japanese  war  is  still  at  Tokio? 
so,  do  Ministers  expect  that  he  will  g3 
much  militarv  information  there  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— Colonel  Hoad  was  | 
some  time  at  Tokio,  and  the  GovemmJ 
were  considering  the  advisability  of  asVii! 
through  the  proper  channels,  tHat  he  nii| 
be  allowed  to  proceed  to  the  front, 
the  alternative,  we  intended  to  direct  h 
to  return  home.  Since  then,  however,  a 
more  than  a  week  ago,  he  obtained  pemq 
sion  to  proceed  to  the  front,  and  he  is  rh< 
now,  for  anything  we  know  to  the  contrij 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION.  ! 

Mr.  CULPIN. — It  is.  stated  in  to-dai 
Age  that  I  entered  the  House  yestert 
after  the  first  ballot  was  taken.  Thai 
incorrect,  because  I  was  in  the  Cham 
when  the  ballot-papers  were  distribut 
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had  paired  with  the  honorable  member 
)r  Barrier,  I  did  not  vote.  I  think  it  is 
ily  fair  to  myself  that  1  should  refute 
le  statement  I  have  referred  to. 

NEW  HEBRIDES. 

Motion   (by  Mr.  Hume  Cook)  agreed 

3 :  — 

That  a  return  be  laid  upoo  the  table  of  the 
louse  showiag — 

1.  The  number  of  British  subjects  resident  in 
he  New  Uebiides. 

2.  The  description  and  value  of  their  surplus 
>roducts  for  export. 

3.  The  total  amount  of  a  full  rebate  of  duties 
'or  one  year  on  the  products  entering  Australia. 

4.  The  estimated  amount  of  such  rebates  on  a 
ta  years'  concession  after  providing  for  a  reason- 
Lb!c  increase  in  the  volume  of  trade. 

5.  The  total  area  of  land  held  in  1903  and 
1904  by  British  subjectSj  and  the  conditions  upon 
irhich  such  land  was  held. 

SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT  BILL, 
Report  adopted. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Batchelor)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  Standing  Orders  be  suspended  to  en- 
able the  Bill  to  pass  through  its  remaining  stages 
without  delay. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

CONCILIATION  AND  ARBITRA- 
TION BILL. 

Mr.  WATSON  (Bland— Treasurer).— I 
ino\'e — 

That  the  Bill  be  now  recommitted  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  for  the  reconsideration 
ol  cUiisei  4,  37,  38,  39,  46,  48,  52,  67,  68,  90, 
schedule  B;  and  the  consideration  of  proposed 
&c«r  clauses  53A  and  95A. 

I  do  not  propose  to  offer  at  this  stage  any 
obseri-ations  on  the  amendments  which  the 
Government  intend  to  move  if  the  reccan- 
mittal  be  granted,  since  the  proposed 
amendments  have  been  circulated,  and  hon- 
orable members,  therefore,  have  had  an  op- 
pfjrtunity  to  make  themselves  acquainted 
with  our  intentions.  I  shall,  however, 
give  detailed  reascnis  for  the  proposed 
amendments  when  we  get  into  Committee. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat).— Although  the 
Government  have  given  notice  of  the 
amendments  to  which  they  propose  to  ask 
the  Committee  to  agree,  I  would  remind 
the  Prime  Minister  that  other  amendments 
were  suggested  which  appear  not  to  have 
commended  themselves  to  the  Cabinet. 

Mr.  WatsoiSj. — We  shall  not  oppose  the 
'ectmimittal  of  such  other  clauses  as  we 
agreed  to  recmsider.. 


Mr.  DEAKIN. — If  we  were  informed 
why  the  Government  did  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  make  certain  amendments,  the  re- 
committal of  those  clauses  might  not  be 
necessary.  For  instance,  the  first  point 
that  occurs  to  me,  without  reference  to  my 
copy  of  the  Bill,  is  that  to  which  I  directed 
the  attention  of  the  Attorney -General, 
namely,  the  appointment  of  a  Judge  of 
the  High  Court  I  do  not  notice  that  it 
has  been  thought  necessary  to  make  an 
amendment  there. 

Mr.  Watson.  —  The  Attorney-General 
considered  the  point,  and  he  thought  we 
had  power,  under  all  the  circumstances.  Of 
course,  that  is  only  his  opinion. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.  —  And  the  Government 
could  not  have  a  higher  opinion.  My 
point  was  not  merely,  in  one  sense,  whether 
the  Government  had  the  power.  I  raised 
the  question  whether  the  provision  of  the 
Constitution,  as  to  the  <^ice  of  Justice  of 
the  High  Court,  would- permit  of  the  ap- 
pointment being  made  in  that  way,  at  all 
events,  without  the  consent  of  the  Justices. 
If  the  Prime  Minister  says  that  the  Attor- 
ney-General has  considered  the  matter,  and 
is  satisfied,  I  have  nothing  further  to  say. 
When  the  Prime  Minister  moves  recommit- 
tal for  the  purposes  of  these  amendments, 
do  I  understand  that  in  each  case  he  moves 
the  recommittal  of  the  whole  clause? 

Mr.  Watson. — Yes. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.  —  Because  that  will 
enable  me  to  ask  for  the  justification  for 
retaining  the  words  "subject  to  the  Con- 
stitution," to  which  attention  was  called 
in  clauses  which  provide  that  no  awards 
of  the  Court  shall  be  capable  of  being  re- 
considered by  any  other  tribunal — ques- 
tioned in  any  Court  whatever.  I  think  at- 
tenti(»i  was  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the 
words  were  uniiecessary.  They  were  in- 
troduced originally,  not  for  any  legal  effect, 
but  to  satisfy  the  minds  of  laymen  who 
might  suppose  the  clause  to  over-ride  the 
Constitution.  The  words  are  unnecessary 
for  that  purpose,  but  I  do  not  notice  that 
the  Government  propose  to  omit  them.  I 
understand,  however,  that  the  Prime  Mini- 
ster will  afford  us  an  opportunity  to  con- 
sider all  these  matters. 

Mr.  McCAY  (Corinella).— I  notice  that 
amongst  the  ten  or  eleven  clauses  which  it 
is  proposed  to  recommit  there  is  clause 
48;  and  I  also  observe  an  amend- 
ment in  respect  of  that  clause.  The 
proposal  is  to  omit  the  proviso  in- 
serted at  my  instance  some->  weeks  lago, 
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and  to  insert  in  its  place  another  pro- 
viso which  has  been  circulated,  and  to  the 
terms  of  which  I  shall  refer  in  a  minute 
or  twa  We  all  know  that  certain  declara- 
tions have  been  made  by  the  Govemtnent 
in  ccHinexion  with  this  amendment.  The 
Government  seem  to  consider  this  amend- 
ment of  more  importance  than  most  of  the 
other  matters  referred  to  in  the  motion  for 
recommittal ;  and  it  seems  to  m&— as  I 
agree  with  them  in  regarding  it  as  a  matter 
of  very  great  importance — that  nothing 
would  be  lost,  while  much  would  be 
gai-ned,  by  getting  the  determination  of 
the  House  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
'There  will  be,  as  I  understand,  as  full 
freedom  to  discuss  the  clause  and  the  al- 
ternative amendment  in  ^he  House  as  there 
would  be  in  Committee. 

Mr.  Watson. — Xot  now.  The  honor- 
able member  has  apparently  closed  my 
mouth;  I  cannot  speak  again. 

^fr.  McCAY.— The  Prime  Minister  can 
speak  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  Prime  Minister  may 
speak  with  the  unanimous  concurrence  of 
honorable  members. 

Mr.  McCAY. — ^The  Prime  Minister  may 
in  any  case  speak  on  the  amendment. 

Sir  WiLLrAM  Lvne.— Why  not  go  into 
Committee  in  the  proper  way  ? 

Mr.  Watson. — We  might  as  well  have 
the  question  tested  now  as  at  any  time. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  suppose  the  Prime  Minis- 
ttr  has  been  expecting  this  for  a  Iwig 
time? 

Mr.  Watson. — It  would  show  a  little 
more  courage  to  do  it  in  a  direct  fashion. 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  do  not  understand  this 
unusual  heat. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  do  not  understand  this 
change  of  tactics. 

Mr.  McCAY. — So  far  as  I  am  ooncemed 
there  has  been  no  change  of  tactics.  From 
first  to  last,  I  have  expressed  very  defi- 
nitely and  emphatically  my  opinion  about 
the  amendment  that  was  carried,  and  I 
should  think  tHe  Prime  Minister  might 
easily  realize  that  the  substitute  he  pro- 
poses does  not  meet,  at  any  rate,  with  my 
approval. 

Mr.  Spence. — The  matter  was  not  de- 
bated. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^There  is  another  stage  at 
which  what  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber proposes  is  usually  done. 

Mr.  McCAY.— The  matter  was  debated 
for  three  or  four  days ;  and  my  amendment 
was  fully  within  the  cognizance  of  all  hon- 
orable members  who  were  noticing  the 


course  of  the  debate.  To  return  to  wha 
I  was  saying  when  the  interruption 
curred,  there  will  be,  as  I  understand.  . 
full  an  opportunity  to  debate  in  the  Hou: 
as  there  would  be  in  Committee,  the  alt-, 
native  amendments,  with  the  limitation,  1 
course,  that  the  forms  of  the  House  do  n 
permit  honorable  members  to  re-addi'. 
themselves  to  the  subject.  So  far  as  I 
concerned,  I  shall  not  feel  those  forms 
the  House  any  hindrance.  I  wish  to  spe 
only  once,  and  I  do  not  suppose  that  ot: 
honorable  members  desire  to  speak  often 
I  do  think,  however,  that  it  is  not  only  « 
sonable  but'  proper  to  bring  this  mat 
under  the  notice  of  the  House  at  the  earli^ 
possible  moment,  in  order  that  we  may  t 
termine  how  this  very  important  questi 
of  limiting  the  giving  of  preference  to  * 
ganizations  is  to  be  decided.  I  propo 
therefore,  before  I  resume  my  seat,  to  mc 
that  the  figures  "48  "  be  omitted  from  t 
notice  for  recommittal. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — despicable  trie 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  ask  you,  sir,  wheii 
the  honorable  member  for  Hume  is  in  ore 
in  using  the  words  "despicable  trick"  ? 

Sir  William  Ly>je. — I  never  heard 
such  a  thing  before. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  ask  the  honoral 
member  for  Hume  to  withdraw  the  expr 
sion  to  which  attention  has  been  called. 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne. — I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  cannot  understand  ' 
heat  of  the  honorable  member  for  Hunie. 

Mr.    McDonald. — The  honorable 
learned  member  is  working  very  hard,  a, 
I  ccKigratulate  him. 

Mr.  Tudor.— The  honorable  and  learn 
member  wants  to  be  in  the  team. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^The  honorable  member  i 
Hume  evidently  wants  to  be  in  scxnethin^ 

Afr.  McCAY. — All  I  can  say  is  thaii 
is  owing  to  nothing  that  I  am  doing,  j 
asking,  that  the  Govenunent  have  taken  j 
their  present  attitude  in  the  matter.  I 

Mr.  Watson. — All  the  same,  it  ' 
usually  considered  most  discourteous  to  I 
fuse  reoonsideratiork  1 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  would  point  out  to  \ 
Prime  Minister  that  no  reconsideration! 
being  refused,  because  the  whole  mntl 
can  be  fuUv  debated  on  the  amendmend 
am  about  to  move. 

Mr.  Watson. — No,  it  canrwt.  | 

Mr.  McCAY. — If  the  amendment  rotj 
not  be  debated,  I  should  not  submit  it.  I 

Mr.  Watson. — The  honorable  aj 
learned  member  knows ^al  no  Amendm^ 
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=a.n  be  moved,  at  this  stage,  on  his  pn^xwal, 
:>r  upon  that  of  the  Govemmoit. 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  do  not  know  how  many 
amendments  the  Prime  Minister  wants  to 
move. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  do  not  want  to  move 
any  amendment. 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  know  there  was  an 
amendment  in  the  clause  carried  by  a 
majority  of  the  Ccmmittee,  and  I  know 
tHat  the  Government  propose  to  insert 
another  amendment  which  they  have  cir- 
culated in,  I  presume,  the  exact  words  which 
they  wish  to  have  inserted.  We  have  two 
alternative  proposals  before  us,  and  nothing 
more;  and,  having  those  proposals  before 
us,  we  can  as  easily  decide  tl^  matter  now 
as  later  on  in  Committee. 

Mr.  Hughes. — That  applies  to  every  one 
of  the  clauses  it  is  proposed  to  recommit. 

ilr.  Watson. — Hear,  hear  ! 

Sir  William  Lyne. — We  will  not  do  it. 

Mr.  McCAY. — ^The  honorable  member 
for  Hume  says,  "  We  will  not  do  it  " ;  but 
that  is  a  matter  for  the  House  to  determine. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyme. — The  sense  of  fair 
play  of  the  House  will  not  permit  anything 
of  the  kind 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  can  see  no  unfair  play. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  can. 

Mr.  McCAY. — ^The  honorable  member 
for  Hiime  may  be  a  good  judge  of  what  is 
fair  or  what  is  unfair  play ;  but,  so  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  I  can  see  nothing  unfair  in 
my  proposal.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  House 
is  as  fully  competent  as  the  Committee 
would  be  to  decide  this  question.  It  is  not 
as  though  there  were  a  variety  of  different 
proposals  submitted. 

Mr.  McDonald. — ^Then  why  go  into 
Committee  at  all? 

Mr.  Spence. — Why  propose  a  departure 
in  regard  to  this  clause,  and  not  in  regard 
to  the  others? 

Mr.  McCAY. — Because  on  this  particular 
clause  the  Government  have  taken  up  the 
position  that  they  will  not  ao^pt  my 
amendment. 

Mr.  Spence. — How  does  that  apply? 

Mr.  McCAY. — ^The  Government  are  de- 
termined to  have  tlieir  own  amendment ; 
and  I  venture  to  take  up  the  position  that 
i  shall  adhere  to  my  amendment,  and  will 
not  support  that  of  the  Government.  I  am 
prepared  to  back  my  opinirai  by  moving 
accordingly ;  that  is  all. 

Mr.  Gkoom. — Why  not  mora  in  Com- 
mittee? 


Mr.  McCAY. — ^Why  should  I  not  move 
in  the  House?  What  injury  can  the  Go- 
vernment suffer  by  having  this  matter  de- 
bated in  the  House  instead  of  in  Com- 
mittee? It  is  not  a  questicui  of  settling 
verbiage,  or  of  drafting,  but  of  choosing 
between  two  very  important  alternatives, 
one  of  which  seeks  to  achieve  a  particular 
end,  whilst  the  other  has  an  object  which 
I  must  confess  is  not  quite  clear. 

Mr.  Hughes. — How  idoes  the  present 
proposal  differ  from  any  other  for  the  re- 
committal of  a  Bill?  Why  should  not 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  oppose 
all  reotnmnittals  ? 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  have  known  reconmiit- 
tals  to  be  <^jected  ta  I  can  remember 
cases  in  whkh  Governments  have  objected 
to  recommittals.  Take  the  case  of  the  tea 
duty.  I  have  also  known  a  Government 
to  receive  a  warning  that  the  recommittal 
of  a  tea  duty  would  not  be  permitted. 
Even  in  connexion  with  the  present  Bill, 
I  heard  the  Prime  Minister  say  that  he 
would  not  agree  to  a  recommittal  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  principles  at- 
tained in  (»ie  or  two  clauses. 

Mr.  Fisher. — The  Government  did  not 
propose  to  recommit  the  tea  duty. 

Mr.  McCAY. — It  was  announced  before- 
hand that  the  Labour  Party  would  op- 
pose it.  The  Prime  Minister  an- 
nounced, when  he  was  asked  if  he  would 
agree  to  an  unconditional  recommittal,  that 
he  would  not  consent  in  regard  to  one  or 
two  clauses  in  which  certain  principles  were 
involved ;  that  he  would  agree  to  a  recom- 
mittal with  the  object  of  dealing  with  the 
verbiage,  but  for  no  other  purpose.  If  the 
Government  are  entitled  to  refuse  to  recom- 
mit a  clause  because  they  hold  certain 
views,  I  fail  to  see  why  any  honorable  mem- 
ber, however  humble  may  be  his  position, 
should  not  be  entitled  to  adopt  the  same 
attitude,  especially  when,  as  is  the  case 
here,  the  whole  question  can  be  as  defini- 
tely decided  in  the  House  as  in  Com- 
mittee— with  the  exception,  as  I  said  before, 
that  honorable  members  will  not  be  able 
to  speak  so  frequently  in  the  House.  That 
is  not  an  unmixed  evil,  although  it  possibly 
may  be  an  evil  of  some  kind.  The  amend- 
ment which  was  carried  after  fair  con- 
sideration 1  wish  the  honorable  member 

for  Hume  would  not  interrupt. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  am  not  inter- 
rupting the  honorable  and  learned  member. 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  object  to  any  honorable 
member  indulging  in  a  constant  stream  of 

Digitjzed  by  kjOOg  IC 


40S3 


Conciliation  and     [REPRESENTATIVES.]    Arbitraiion  Bill 


interjections  that  I  can  hear,  but  which 
Mr.  Speaker  cannot  hear. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— The  honorable  and 
learned  member  ought  to  behave  himself. 

Mr.  McCAY. — If  the  honorable  member 
wants  lo  interject,  he  might  at  least  do  me 
the  courtesy  of  not' sitting  inunediately  be- 
hind me,  because  it  is  difficult  to  spe^  when 
one  is  subjected  to  a  stream  of  interjections 
from  behind.  I  do  not  wish  to  introduce 
any  heat  into  this  discussion,  or  to  strike 
sparks  from  the  anvil  of  the  honorable 
member's  feelings. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member  wants  to  strike  below  the 
belt. 

Mr.  McCAY.— I  do  not  know  why  the 
honorable  member  is  so  worried  about  this 
matter. 

Mr.  McDonald. — Why  is  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  worried  about  it? 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  am  not  in  the  least 
worried.  I  have  fought  and  lost,  and  I 
have  fought  and  won,  in  connexion  with 
this  Bill.  I  have  borne  my  beatings  as 
cheerfully  as  I  have  taken  my  sutxesses, 
and  I  have  not  quarrelled  with  other  hon- 
orable members  because  I  have  been  beaten. 

Mr.  SpENCE. — The  hcHiorable  and  learned 
member  is  very  much  afraid  of  the  C(»n- 
mittee. 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  am  not  afraid  of  the 
Committee.  I  cannot  understand  the  ex- 
traordinary zeal  on  the  part  of  some  hwior- 
able  members  to  get  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  McDonald.  —  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  changes  his  views  very 
quickly. 

Mr.  McCAY.— I  do  not  think  the  hon- 
orable member  can  point  to  any  instance 
in  which  I  have  changed  my  views. 

Mr.  McDonald. — What  about  the  con- 
tribution towards  the  maintenance  of  the 
Australian  Auxiliary  Squadron? 

Mr.  McCAY.  —  I  never  changed  my 
opinion  upon  that  subject — not  so  far  as 
my  memory  serves  me. 

Mr.  McDonald. — Does  not  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  remember  the  con- 
versation we  had  ? 

Mr.  McCAY. — The  honorable  member  is 
referring  to  a  casual  conversation  over  the 
billiard-table? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  must  ask  honorable 
members  not  to  interject  so  as  to 
interrupt  an  honorable  member  who  is 
addressing  the  House.  I  would  especially 
ask  them  to  refrain  from  introducing  mat- 
ters that  are  absolutely  irrelevant,  and  to 


which  the  speaker  who  is  in  possession 
the  Chair  cannot  in  the  course  of  i 
speech  reply.    If  honorable  members  w 
quietly  listen  to  the  honorable  and  leam 
member  they  will  have  an  opportunity 
replying  to  him  later  on. 

Mr.  McCAY. — To  return  to  the  subje 
and  to  leave  the  digression  into  which 
was  drawn  by  the  scnnewbat  surprisi 
statement  of  the  honorable  member  ! 
Kennedy,  I  would  point  out  that  the  p 
viso  in  clause  48  reads  as  follows : — 

And  provided  further  that  no  such  prcferc 
shall  be  directed  to  be  given  unless  the  appli 
tion  for  such  preference  is,  in  the  opinion  of 
Court,  approved  by  a  majority  of  those  alTec 
by  the  award  who  have  interests  in  commoa  « 
the  applicants. 

The  key-note  of  the  proposal  is  that, 
the  opinion  of  the  Court,  the  majority 
the  workmen  who  are  asking  for  preferei 
shall  be  favorable  to  it  The  Governm^ 
proposal  is  that  the  fbllowing  proviso  shoi 
be  substituted : — 

The  Court,  before  directins  that  prefere 
shall  be  given  to  the  members  of  an  organizaii 
shall  be  satisfied  that  the  organixation  = 
stantially  represents  the  industry  aCFccted  in  p( 
of  the  numbers  and  competence  of  its  memberJ 

The  operative  words  are  "  substantially  ! 
presents,"  and  I  shall  have  a  few  words 
say  in  regard  to  their  meaning.  I  must : 
that  when  I  first  saw  the  amendment  dr 
lated  as  an  alternative  to  mine  

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Was  not  the  h 
orable  and  learned  member's  amendm 
adopted  by  the  Cc»nmittee? 

Mr.  McCAY.— Yes. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Then  it  has  beco 
the  work  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  MoCAY. — ^Yes,  it  was  adopted 
a  majority  of  seven  votes. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Without  proper  disc 
sion. 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  do  not  agree  with 
honorable  member.      We  had  four  da 
discussion. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Not  upon  that  poir 
Mr.  McCAY. — I  gave  notice  of  my 
tention  to  withdraw  my  original  amci 
ment,  and  substitute  another,  certainly  : 
in  the  form  in  which  the  proviso  \ 
final  ly  adopted ,  but  one  ernbn*  i  \ 
the  same  principle.  Every  hori 
able  member  had  ample  opporri:r. 
to  consider  it  before  it  was  adi'>pTi 
and  certainly  has  had  ample  op;-! 
tunity  to  consider  it  since,  and  I  I 
not  suppose  that  any  honorable  mA 
ber  will  contend  tbat^e  has  ixit  so  ol 
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iidered  it.  When  I  first  saw  the  Govern- 
n:ient  proposal,  and  noticed  that  it  once 
siore  made  a  concession,  at  any  rate  to  the 
k'ievirs  of  myself  and  others,  I  wondered 
what  kind  of  reception  the  Government 
Etinendment  would  have  bad  if  it  had  been 
proposed  by  me  in  the  first  place.  If  I  had 
suggested  that  a  preference  should  be 
allowed  to  an  organization  substan- 
tially representing  an  industry  in  point 
o  f  numbers  and  competence,  I  ques- 
t  ion  whether  I  should  not  have  been 
told  to  trust  the  Court.  I  remem- 
l>er     that     when  earlier  amend- 

ment of  mine  regarding  the  political  char- 
acter of  unions  was  under  consideration, 
it  was  pointed  out  at  one  monent  to  those 
who  were  inclined  to  agiee  with  me  that 
after  all  the  Government  proposal  was  very 
much  the  same  as  mine,  and  that  they  might 
as  well  support  it,  and  the  next  moment 
it  was  pointed  out  that  they  could  not 
support  my  proposal  because  it  was  so  dif- 
ferent.     I  dare  say  we  shall  hear  some- 
thing of  the  same  kind  on  the  present  oc- 
casicHi.     The  Govenunent  propose  that  the 
Court  shall  be  at  liberty  to  give  prefer- 
ence to  an    organization,  when  satisfied 
that  it  substantially  represents  an  indus- 
try.     I  do  not  quite  understand  what 
"  substantially  represents  "  means.    I  take 
it  that  the  whole  question  would  be  left 
to  the  discretion  of  the  Court,     The  ex- 
pressi(m  means  very  little  more  than  that. 
It  means,  (Mice  more,  "  trust  the  Court."  If 
it  means  that,  until  a  majority  of  the  work- 
men support  or  approve,  preference  shall 
not  be  given  by  the  Court,  then  the  Go- 
vernment proposal  says,  in  less  definite  words 
and  in  vaguer  language,  the  same  thing 
as  my  amendment.     I  do  not  suppose  that 
the    Government    would  for    a  moment 
accept    that    view,    nor   do  I  suppose 
that      the      Government      mean  that. 
Their  amendment  must  mean  something 
substantially  less  than  my  amendment  as  it 
appears  in  the  Bill.     It  means,  apparently, 
that  the  Court  will  be  called  upon  to  decide 
what  constitutes  "substarttial  representa- 
tion in  numbers  and  oxnpetence."    That  Is 
to  say,  the  numbers  of  the  organization 
must  substantially  represent  the  industry 
affected,  and  the  competence  of  its  members 
must  also  substantially  represent  it. 

Mr.  Spence, — What  more  does  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  want? 

Mr.  McCAY. — If  the  Government  pro- 
posal means  as  much  as. does  my  amend- 
ment, I  desire  no  mote.   But  it  does  not 


mean  as  much,  otherwise  tbe  Ministry 
would  not  propose  it. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^We  say  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
is  unworkable. 

Mr.  McCAY. — In  other  words,  the  Go- 
vernment affirm  that  unionists  can  never 
secure  the  approval  of  a  majority  of  those 
interested  in  any  industr)-.  If  that  be  so» 
I  hold  that  they  should  not  be  granted  a 
preference.  Rightly  or  wrongly,  I  am  very 
definitely  of  opinion  that  it  should  be  es- 
sential to  the  granting  of  a  preference  to 
unionists,  that  at  least  the  Court  should 
believe  that  a  majority  of  those  roncerned 
in  the  industry  affected  desire  such  a  pre- 
ference. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — How  would  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  secure  the 
opinion  of  the  majority? 

Mr.  McCAY.— -I  shall  deal  with  that 
matter  at  a  later  staga  At  present,  I  am 
discussing  the  proposal  of  the  Government. 
I  would  remind  the  House  that  in  New 
Zealand,  the  Court  has  always  proceeded 
upon  the  principle  that  it  was  necessary 
that  a  majority  of  the  employes  interested 
in  any  industry  should  ask  for  a  preference 
to  be  extended  to  them  before  any  such  pre- 
ference was  granted.  If  in  New  Zealand  the 
Court  finds  it  possible  to  determine  when 
the  employes  who  desire  that  a  preferent» 
shall  be  extended  to  them  oxistitute  a 
majority  of  those  engaged  in  an  industry, 
I  must  confess  that  I  am  unable  to  under- 
stand why  the  same  result  cannot  be 
achieved  in  Australia.-  I  shall  point  out 
the  reasons  for  my  belief  in  a  minute  or 
two.  What  does  "  substantial  "  representa- 
tion mean?  I  do  not  for  a  moment  suppose 
that  it  means  as  little  as  is  conveyed  in 
some  comments  by  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney,  which  appear  in  the 
Argus  of  to-day,  and  in  which  he  points  out 
that  it  has  been  held  by  a  Court  that  a 
house  was  in  "  substantia]  "  repair,  notwith- 
standing that  its  walls  were  in  very  poor 
condition.  But  let  us  take  a  specific  in- 
stance. Does  the  Prime  Minister  think  that 
Mr.  McGarry  substantially  represents  the 
electorate  of  the  Murrumbidgee  in  the  Par- 
liament of  New  South  Wales? 

Mr.  Watson. — I  think  so. 

Mr.  McCAY. — The  Prime  Minister  as- 
serts that  Mr.  McGarry  substantially  repre- 
sents the  electors  of  the  Murrimibidgee  ? 

Mr.  Watson. — I  do. 

Mr.  McCAY.— Mr.  McGarry  polled  1,538 
votes  out  of  8,111  electors  upon  the  roll, 
and  out  of  a  total  of  5,i7i^otes  recorded. 
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In  other  woids,  he  received  30  per  cent  of 
the  votes  that  were  polled  and  19  per  cent, 
of  the  votes  of  the  electors  whose  names  ap- 
pear upon  the  roll.  In  his  case  the  number 
of  voters  upon  the  roll  would  correspond 
with  the  number  of  persons  employed  in 
an  industry.  Consequently,  the  Prime  Min- 
ister argues  that  19  per  cent,  of  those  en 
gaged  in  an  industry  would  substantially 
represent  that  industry.  I  say  that  it  does 
not. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  is  not  a  question  of 
what  the  Prime  Minister  thinks,  but  of  what 
the  President  of  the  Arbitration  Court  wouM 

say. 

Mr.  McCAY.— I  was  waiting  for  that 
admission.  In  other  words,  under  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Government  we  have  got  back 
to  the  position  that  we  are  required  to  trust 
the  Court  without  imposing  any  limitation 
upon  its  action.  If  the  Court  were  to 
declare  that  19  per  cent  of  those  engaged 
in  an  industry  si^stantially  represented  that 
industry,  I  should  not  agree  with  it.  The 
words  "  substaiitial "  and  "  substantially  " 
are  vague  words,  which  we  never  employ 
in  an  Act  of  Parliament  if  we  can  avoid 
them.  The  effect  of  their  insertion  in  this 
clause  would  be  to  vest  the  Court  practically 
with  a  discretion  to  say  that  "  substantial  re- 
presentatron  "  exists  in  any  industry,  unless 
that  representation  was  obviously  trivial 
or  frivolous.  Under  the  Goverrunent  pro- 
posal, almost  anything  might  be  upheld  as 
"substantial  representation."  But  I  would 
point  out  that,  should  an  appeal  be  made 
from  the  decision  of  the  ArWtration  Court 
to  the  High  Court  on  the  ground  that  the 
former  has  held  that  certain  representa- 
tion was  "  substantial,"  whilst  those  im- 
mediately concerned,  against  whom  such  an 
award  had  been  made,  did  not  think  so, 
the  question  involved  would  be  one  of  fact, 
and  not  of  law.  I  repeat  that  under  the 
amendment  foreshadowed  by  the  Govern- 
ment it  would  be  left  absolutely  to  the  Arbi- 
tration Court  to  declare  what  was  "sub- 
santial  representaticai,"  and  what  was  not. 
It  is  easy  to  conceive  that  a  course  of  de- 
cisions might  be  given  producing  a  result 
which  would  cause  the  Court  to  regard  as 
substantial  sets  of  circurastanras  which  none 
of  us  would  ever  dream  of  describing  by 
that  term.  I  claim  that  a  limitation  which 
leaves  the  Court  practically  unfettered  is 
no  limitation  at  all.  Honorable  members 
are  aware  that  the  form  of  the  Government 
proposal  was  decided  upon  some  weeks  be- 
fore it  was  circulated.    I  did  not  receive  a 


copy  of  it,  although  some  hooOTable  me 
bers  did.    I  do  not  wish  to  speak  at  3 
greater   length.     No  doubt  a  number 
honorable  members  will  address  ihemscl 
to  the  questimi,  and  the  alternative  propo;: 
before  the  House  will  meet  with  full  disc 
sion.    Each  side  will  be  sure  to  point  < 
the  errors  of  the  other  side,  and  my  amei 
ment  will,  doubtless,  be  subjected  to  sev 
criticism.    I  trust,  however,  that  it  will 
be  subjected  to  destructive  criticism,  beca 
I   venture  to  think  that,   after  all. 
expresses    as    reasonably,     fairly,  : 
definitely   as  is  possible  in  matters 
this    kind,     the    views    held  by 
Committee  at  the  time  it  was  made,  i 
the  opinions  which  its  supporters  still  eni 
tain.    I  start  by  postulating  that  from 
stand-point  it  is  essential  to  the  exen 
of  the  commonest  fair-play  that  a  majot 
should  be  in  faroiir  of  the  extension  o: 
preference  to  diem  before  any  such  f 
ference   is  granted.     I   protest  in 
strongest  terms  at  my  command,  and  1 
protest  by  my  action  as  well  as  by 
voice,  against  any  system  which  will  all 
minorities  to  control  the  destinies  of  maji, 
ties,  especially  the  industrial  destiny ; 
niajorities,  because  that  is  more  import 
than  is  the  mere  determination  that  m3j< 
ties  shall  rule  in  ptditical  affairs.  Ai 
rule,  political  matters  touch  us  only  ' 
directly.    They  may  affect  us  very  vital 
but  almost  invariably  they  do  so  in 
indirect  manner.  But  we  shall  strike  at  | 
root  of  the  livelihood  of  a  very  large  ni 
ber  of  the  people  of  Australia  if  this  pre! 
ence  is  granted  without  a  limitation  to 
effect  that  a  majority  of  those  conceit 
in  the  industry  affected  shall  first  ded 
themselves  in  favour  of  such  a  preferen 
At  the  very  least,  I  claim  that  if  we  \ 
to  establish  a  rule  of  this  kind,  we  sho 
say  to  the  Court,  ' '  It  shall  be  a  majo^ 
rule,  and  not  under  any  circumstancej 
minority  rule."     I  am  satisfied  that  I 
great  bulk  of  the  people  of  the  Coma 
wealth  believe  that  such  a  limitatitfl 
essential,  and  that  it  is  only  from  a  lirai 
section  that  protests  against  it  are  fa 
coming.     We  have  been  told  that 
amendment  constitutes  a  menace  to  uii 
ism— that  it  strikes  a  blow  at  its  fia 
mental  principles.    I  entirely  dissent  fl 
that  view.    I  quite  agree  with  the  rigbj 
unions  to  do  their  work  in  the  wav  i 
think  best,  and  to  obtain,  by  proper  cad 
tutional  means,  everything  that  they  i 
If  they  can  induce  a  majority  of  the  ■ 
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ors  of  Australia,  in  the  expression  of  their 
vishes  at  the  ballot-box,  to  agree  with  their 
own  views,  and  if,  as  a  result,  I  am 
left  in  a  minority,  I  shall  not  quarrel  with 
majority  rule.  I  am  perfectly  prepared  to 
apply  to  myself  the  same  rule  that  I  wish 
to  apply  to  others.  But  I  will  not  agree 
to  what  is  practically  the  establishment 
of  minority  rule  imder  any  circumstances 
whatever.  It  has  been  said  that  my 
amendment  is  not  workable.  The  follow- 
ing are  its  exact  words — and  I  must  apolo- 
gise to  the  House  for  repeating  them,  but 
apparently  the  Prime  Minister  suggests  that 

the  questiMi  involved  is  one  of  wording  

Mr.  Watson. — I  said  that  th«  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
is  unworkable. 

Mr.  NfcCAY.— Then  it  is  not  the  word- 
ins  of  my  amendment  with  which  the  Prime 
Minister  quarrels,  but  its  working  possibili- 
ties. I  suppose  that  he  means  that  it 
would  never  be  possible  to  secure  such  a 
state  of  affairs  as  would  induce  the  Court 
to  think  that  a  majwity  of  those  affected 
by  the  award  were  in  favour  of  a  prefer- 
ence being  given  to  the  organizaticHi. 

Mr.  Kelly. — He  will  not  trust  the 
Court  in  that  case. 

Mr.  McCAY. — No;  he  can  trust  the 
Court  only  in  matters  in  which  its  opera- 
tion can  move  in  the  direction  of  his  own 
desires,  and  not  against  them. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — Will  the  honorable 
and  teamed  member  show  how  his  proposal 
could  be  carried  out  ? 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  shall  give  one  or  two 
cases  in  which  it  oould  not  fail  to  work. 
I  shall  take  such  authorities  as  the  honor- 
able member  fox  Darling,  and  the  Minis- 
ter of  External  Affairs. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — ^They  represent  only  two 
instances. 

Mr.  McCAY.— The  honorable  member 
asks  me  to  show  how  my  proposal  could 
be  carried  out,  and  when  I  begin  to  quote 
cases  in  relaticm  to  which  it  would  cer- 
tainly (^erate  he  remarks — "  Those  are 
only  two  instances."  He  anticipates 
my  being  able  to  answer  his  questi<Kis,  and 
that  being  so  I  have  done  swnething  to- 
wards proving  that  which  it  was  prognos- 
ticated I  should  not  be  able  to  prove.  The 
honorable  member  for  Darling  tells  us  that 
the  vast  majority  of  those  connected  with 
sheep  shearing  are  members  of  the  Aus- 
tralian Workers'  UniofL  That  being  so, 
when  that  union  goes  to  the  Court  and  asks 


for  a  preference  to  members  of  the  organi- 
zation it  will  not  have  the  least  difficulty 
in  satisfying  the  Court  that  it  represents  a 
majority  of  those  concerned,  and  that  the 
preference  may  safely  be  given. 

Mr.  Spence. — How  would  it  prove  that? 

Air.  McCAY. — I  have  not*  said  that  it 
has  to  be  proved  by  such  evidence  as  is 
required  in  an  ordinary  Court  of  law.  The 
Bill  provides  that  the  Court  may  inform  it- 
self in  practically  any  manner  whatever.  If 
the  union  produced  the  statistics  which  the 
honorable  member  says  it  is  able  to  pro- 
duce— if  it  showed  that  it  had  five-sixths  of 
the  shearers  of  Australia  within  its  ranks, 
it  would  have  no  difficulty  whatever  in  satis- 
fying that  impartial  Judge  whom  the  honor- 
able member  is  so  willing  to  trust  in  all 
other  matters,  that  there  was  a  majority  of 
those  concerned  in  favour  of  the  applica- 
tion. ^ 

Mr.  Hutchison. — It  would  have  to  prove 
how  many  did  not  belong  to  the  unicm. 

Mr.  McCAY.— The  evidence  I  have  men- 
tioned would  satisfy  any  Court.  Those 
who  desired  to  dispute  the  conclusions  which 
the  Court  was  asked  to  draw  from  the 
statements  submitted  by  the  union,  would 
have  to  bring  forward  remarkably  strong 
evidence,  and  prove  up  to  the  hilt  that  the 
statement  was  not  true,  before  the  Court 
would  disregard  it. 

Mr.  Hughes. — On  whom  would  the  onus 
be  thrown? 

Mr.  McCAY. — Upon  those  who  applied 
for  the  preference.  The  honorable  and 
learned  gentleman,  as  a  lawyer,  knows  well 
enough  that  the  burden  of  proof  mav  be 
shifted  from  time  to  time  during  the  hear- 
ing of  a  case,  and  that  the  prima  fade  evi- 
dence to  which  I  have  referred  would  forth- 
with shift  the  burden  of  proof  on  to  those 
who  objected.  The  Court  will  not  be 
bound  by  the  ordinary  rules  of  evidence^ 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — I  venture  to  say  that 
even  if  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
had  nothing  else  to  do  for  twelve  months 
he  could  not  tell  us  how  many  shearers  tiiere 
are  in  Australia. 

Mr.  McCAY.— Perhaps  I  should  not  be 
able  to  state  the  exact  number,  but  I  should 
be  able  to  give  it  within,  at  all  events,  a 
few  hundreds. 

Mr.  Hutchison.— We  will  give  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  a  margin  of 
500. 

Mr.  McCAY. — A  margin  of  500  or  of 
even  1,000  would  not  be  sufficient  to  affect 
the  question.  1 
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Mr.  Watson.— It  might  affect  a  majority. 

Mr.  McCAY. — In  the  case  under  notice 
the  number  of  the  members  of  the  organiza- 
tion is  so  overwhelming  that  such  a  margin 
would  not  in  any  way  cause  injury  to  the 
majority.  The  htmorable  member  for  Grey 
speaks  of  the  necessity  there  would  be  to 
prove  the  number  of  shearers  in  Australia. 
Does  he  think  that  there  would  have  to  be 
a  muster  of  the  shearers,  as  well  as  of  the 
sheep,  in  order  that  a  count  might  be  made 
to  satisfy  the  Court? 

Mr.  Glynn. — One  could  prove  a  majority 
although  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  total. 

Mr.  McCAY.— Exactly.  Let  me  refer 
now  to  the  Federated  Seamen's  Union. 
The  Minister  of  External  Affairs  told  us 
that,  with  the  exception  of  the  waterside 
workers  at  a  few  small  ports,  practically 
every  one  concerned  in  Australia  was  a 
member  of  that  union.  IT  that  be  so,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  proving  that  the 
application  for  a  preference  was  supported 
in  that  case  by  a  majority  of  those  con- 
cerned. Let  us  take  another  case  in  which 
the  members  of  a  union  do  not  represent 
a  majority  of  the  workers  in  the  industry 
to  which  It  applies.  Let  us  take  a  case  in 
which  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  organi- 
zation, although  a  large  one,  represents  a 
majority  of  those  affected.  To  begin  with, 
I  would  point  out  that  it  is  more  difficult 
to  ascertain  the  exact  number  of  persons 
concerned  in  the  pastoral  industry,  and  that 
relating  to  transportation  by  land  and  sea, 
than  it  is  to  discover  the  number  engaged  in 
any  other  calling,  because  both  occupations 
are  more  nomadic  than  is  any  other.  But 
in  those  cases  the  difficulty  has  already  been 
obviated  by  the  praiseworthy  efforts  of  those 
who  have  been  concerned  in  forming  unions 
relating  to  them.  Let  us  deal  with  other  in- 
dustries in  which  the  occupation  is  more 
localized.  I  take  it  that  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  ascertaining,  for  example,  the 
majoritv  of  railway  employes  or  of  those 
engaged  in  the  coal-mining  industry.  The 
coal  mines  of  Australia  are  situated  in  a 
limited  number  of  localities,  and  it  would  be 
the  easiest  thing  in  the  woild  to  ascertain 
the  majority  in  the  case  of  those  employed 
in  them.  I  come  now  to  the  position  of 
gold  miners.  We  have  a  certain  unascer- 
tained percentage  of  men  engaged  in  that 
industry  who  are  working  on  their  own  ac 
count.  When  I  say  that  the  percentage  is 
unascertained,  I  mean  that  it  is  not  quite 
accurately  ascertained.  Speaking  from  ex- 
perience gained  by  a  life-time  spent  on  the 
gold-fields,  I  venture  to  say  that  it  would 


be  possible  to  ascertain  with  compara^ 
ease  the  majority   \ 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — It  would  not ;  and 
know  as  much  about  the  gold-fields  as  di 
the  hoKJrable  and  learned  member. 

Mr.  McCAY.— I  dare  say;  but  I 
merely  speaking  of  what  has  been  my  u 
experience.  I  cannot  say  what  are  the 
suits  of  the  honorable  member's  experit 
in  this  direction ;  but  my  experience  is.  t 
of  all,  that  the  number  of  men  wd 
ing  on  their  own  account  is  small,] 
compared  with  the  number  employed  j 
wages.  There  would  be  practicailyj 
substantial  difficulty  in  ascertaining 
number  of  gold  miners  employed  by  othi 
and  those  who  were  wcvking  for  thj 
sel\"es  would  not  be  concerned  by  an  awd 
because  they  would  be  neither  emplo) 
nor  employes.  We  should  find  that  in  e\| 
industry  there  would  be  no  substantial 
culty  in  carrying  out  my  amendment, 
clause  does  not  say  that  a  majority  of  th 
concerned  in  the  industry  in  Australia  ni 
approve  before  an  award  may  be  given 
simply  says  that  the  application  shall 
"approved  by  a  majority  of  those  affec 
by  the  award."  Some  ingenious  ind 
dual  may  possibly  say  that  a  man  in  Wl 
ern  Australia  might  be  affected  by 
award  applying  to  Victoria  ami  ^ 
South  Wales,  and  that  therefore  he  wc 
have  to  be  included  in  the  total  before 
majority  could  be  ascertained.  I  v 
ture,  with  very  little  hesitation,  to  di 
from  that  view  of  the  position.  On  mati 
relating  to  the  constructi<m  and  the  inl 
pretation  of  the  English  language  no  1 
can  speak  with  absolute  certainty,  beca 
it  lends  itself,  to  a  very  great  extentj 
the  ingenuity  of  those  who  love  puzzles.! 

Mr.  Hutchison. — What  about  the  c\ 
mon  rule;  it  affects  the  hcxiorable  J 
learned  member's  argument  ?  ! 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  shall  come  to  that  pc 
presently ;  but,  to  parody  Sir  Boyle  Rt^-I 
statement  that  a  man  cannot  be  in  I 
places  at  once  unless  he  is  a  bird,  I  wd 
point  out  that  I  cannot  deal  at  ona  rj 
two  aspects  of  the  case.  I  assert,  ^ 
practically  no  hesitation,  that  a  man' 
Western  Australia  would  not  be  affen 
by  an  award  which  applied,  say.  to  \ 
toria  and  New  South  Wales.  He  mi; 
be  subsequently  affected  by  the  award.  ! 
the  clause  does  not  require  that  tti 
shall  be  a  majority  of  those  who  "mav"' 
affected,  but  a  majority  of  those  who  "a 
affected  by  the  awards  The  widest  inl 
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pretation  which  the  iCourt  could  give  to 
my  amendment  would  be  one  saying  in 
effect,  "  We  want  a  majority  of  those  within 
Che  area  over  which  the  award  is  to  extend." 
If  the  award  extends  over  Australia — as- 
suming that  the  Constitution  will  allow  it 
to  so  extend ;    and  that,  of  course,  is 
another  matter — we  need  the  consent  of  a 
majority  of  those  employed  in  the  industry 
affected   throughout   Australia.      If  the 
award  extends  over  only  two  States,  we 
"Want  the  approval  of  a  majority  of  those 
concerned  in  the  two  States.    If  it  can  be 
limited  to  only  one  State,  as  is  ccmceivable, 
though  I  do  not  think  it  will  be,  we  want 
a   majority  of  those  concerned   in  that 
State ;  and  if  it  be  limited  to  specified  lo- 
calities, we  want  a  majority  of  those  con- 
cerned in  the  localities  specified. 

Mr.  Fisher. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member  is  asking  for  more  than 
is  asked  under  the  Electoral  Act  in  con- 
nexicxi  with  the  electicn  of  members  of  Par- 
liament. Hardly  one  member  of  the 
House  was  returned  by  an  actual  majority 
of  his  constituents. 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  think  that  there  are 
one  or  two  exceptions ;  but  it  must  be  re- 
menibered  that  the  Bill  asks  for  a  great  deal 
more  in  other  respects  than  is  asked  for 
by  the  Electoral  Act.  The  Electoral  Act 
does  rwt  directly  affect  any  man's  living, 
nor  do  most  of  the  laws  passed  by  this 
Parliament  affect  the  public  in  the  way 
in  which  this  Bill  will  affect  them. 

Mr.  Webster. — Why  ask  ifaipossibili- 
ties? 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  am  not  asking  im- 
possibilities. I  have  pointed  to  a  number 
of  cases  in  which  I  think  it  is  obviously 
possible,  and  some  in  which  the  result  has 
been  actuallv  achieved.  All  that  is  neces- 
sary is  to  place  before  the  Court  the  facts 
already  ascertained.  My  own  view  of  my 
amencknent  is  that  where  a  common  rule 
is  not  asked  for,  the  proviso  will  apply 
only  to  employes  and  employers  who  are 
parties  to  the  claim.  It  will  practically 
apply  only  to  the  workshops  or  industries 
In  which  are  engaged  the  actual  par- 
ties to  the  dispute,  and  those  concerned  in 
it  It  is  possible  to  take  the  other  and 
wider  view  which  I  have  mentioned,  but 
the  locality  to  which  the  award  extends  is 
the  maximum  area  to  which  the  amend- 
ment will  apply,  and  the  area  within  which 
the  TOnsent  of  the  majority  will  be  required. 
My  own  viev^  is  that  where  a  common  rule 
is  not  asked  for,  it  will  apply  practically 
only  to  the  shops,  factories,  an<l  so  on,  that 


are  concerned^  and  the  persrais  connected 
with  them  as  employers  or  employes.  If 
my  view  be  wrong,  the  wider  view  still 
leaves  the  provision   practically  feasible. 

and  by  no  means  difficult  of  achievement. 
We  do  not  desire  to  make  preferences  ob- 
tainable in  a  particularly  free,  easy,  and  ac- 
cessible manner — to  quote  a  phrase  well 
known  in  Victoria  a  few  years  aga  We 
desire  to  have  proper  safeguards,  though 
there  are  some  safeguards  now.  If  a  com- 
mon rule  be  appli^  for  and  granted,  it 
will  extend  over  a  given  area,  and  undoubt- 
edly the  preference  granted  in  that  award 
and  over  that  area  should  not  be  allowed 
unless  the  majority  of  those  roncerned  are, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  in  favour  of  it 
That  provision  will  prevent  the  giving  of 
a  preference  to  an  organizatitm  which  is  in 
a  minority,  and  has  opposed  to  it  an  outside 
majority.  That  is  a  case  in  which  a  pre- 
ference should  not  be  given.  I  have  no 
fear  but  that  the  amendment  will  be  found 
to  operate  with  comparative  ease,  with  rea- 
sonable ^kacy,  and  certainly  with  no  more 
difficulty  than  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject makes  inevitable.  We  have  had  be- 
fore eccurrences  similar  to  the  present  state 
of  affairs  in  connexion  with  this  Bill.  I 
would  remind  the  House  that  when  the  com- 
mon rule  was  under  consideration,  I  pro- 
posed to  limit  its  application  to  the  cases  in 
which  I  thought  the  real  reason  for  a  com- 
mon rule  exists,  the  cases  in  which  there 
is  competition.  The  Government  would 
not  accept  my  amendment,  and  passed  a 
modification  of  it.  Then  there  was  a  fur- 
ther amendment  with  reference  to  the  poli- 
tical character  of  unions  and  organizations. 
The  Government  would  not  accept  that, 
but  proposed  a  modification  of  it. 
They  had  to  accept  the  modification 
in  exactly  the  words  of  my  proposal,  ex 
cept  that  they  altered  the  point  at  which 
the  operation  of  the  sub-section  began,  anc" 
they  dia  that  only  so  that  they  might  carrj 
the  Bill  in  something  like  its  present  form. 
I  would  also  remind  ihe  House  of  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  this  recommittal 
is  asked  for,  and  of  the  circum- 
stances which  have  arisen  since  the  amend- 
ment was  carried  to  limit  preferenres 
to  cases  in  which  a  majority  of  those  af 
fected  approve.  When  my  amendment  was 
proposed,  the  Government  simpiv  annourred 
that  they  could  not  accept  it,  and  said  nc 
more ;  but  it  was  carried  by  a  majority  of 
five  votes.  Two  honorable  members  werf 
absent,  who,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  would, 
had  they  been  present,  have  supported  the 
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ammdment  The  Government  then  reported 
progress,  and  said  that  they  would  consider 
their  position.  Two  or  three  days  later — I 
think  on  the' following  Tuesday — the  Prime 

Minister  informed  the  House  that  he  would 
ask  leave  to  recommit  the  clause,  in  order 
to  permit  honorable  members  to  reconsider 
their  determination.  Not  a  word  was  then 
said  about  an  alternative  proposal.  Later 
came  the  amendment  relating  to  the  politi- 
cal character  of  unions,  which  the  Govern- 
ment carried  in  the  form  they  desired  by 
a  majoritv  of  one  vote,  with  the  kind  assis- 
tance of'  the  bridge-builders"  in  this 
corner  of  the  Chamber.  The  Prime 
Minister  warned  the  CiMnmittee  that 
that  amendment  was  vital,  not  only 
to  the  Bill,  but  to  the  Government;  that 
the  Government  would  resign  if  it  were  car- 
ried. In  answer  to  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corio,  he  stated  in  so 
many  words  that  if  the  amendment  were 
carried  in  the  form  proposed  by  me,  and  not 
in  the  form  proposed  by  himself,  the  Go- 
vernment would  resign.  That  threat  had 
its  effect.  There  was  an  undoubted  crack- 
ing of  the  whip.  In  my  limited  parliamen- 
tary experience  I  have  never  heard  the 
whip  cracked  more  loudly  under  similar 
circumstances  than  it  was  cracked  on  that 
occasion.    But  the  cradcing  "was  effective. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — Does  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  think  that  this  has  any- 
thing 10  do  with  the  question? 

Mr.  ^iIcCAY. — Perhaps  I  may  refer  to 
the  matter  to  fix  the  date  of  the  occurrence. 
The  Prime  Minister  then,  and  not 
until  then,  announced  that  this  pro 
posal  also  was  vital  to  the  Government. 
That  was  announced,  I  think,  on  a  Satur- 
day, but  I  do  not  know  the  day  of  the  week. 
At  any  rate,  it  was  after  the  division  on 
the  clause  relating  to  the  political  character 
of  unions  that  the  Prime  Minister  an- 
nounced this  issue  to  be  vital  to  the  exis- 
tence of  the  Government.  • 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  Prime  Minister  made 
an  announcement  at  the  table  in  answer  to 
my  remarks,  when  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Darling  Downs  was 
inserted. 

Mr.  McCAY.— That  is  so,  but  it  was 
afterwards  that,  for  the  first  time,  we  heard 
that  this  particular  issue  was  vital  to  the 
existence  of  the  Government.  What  does 
that  mean  under  the  circumstances?  It 
means  that  the  amendment,  which  was  car- 
ried on  its  merits,  apart  from  all  other 
considerations,  is  now  to  bo  levered  throueh 
by  means  of  other  issues.    It  may  be  that 


these  are  issues  of  importance;  I  do  not 
know.  It  is  always  a  matter  of  ocmsider- 
able  importance  as  to  who  shall  control  the 
administration  of  a  great  country  like  Aus- 
tralia; but  that  is  not  a  matter  of  impor 
tance,  as  compared  with  the  much  greate 
interests  which  I  think  are  involved  in  sud 
a  question  as  that  now  before  us,  in  reia 
tion  to  the  people  of  Australia. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^The  whole  thing  i 
only  being  used  for  Opposition  purposes. 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  beg,  with  the  utmoi 
respect,  to  absolutely  contradict  the  Min 
ister  of  Home  Affairs. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  opposition  10  th 
Bill  right  through  has  been  on  that  groum 

Mr.  McCAY. — It  was  the  Govemma 
who  threw  out  the  challenge,  and  I  nev( 
from  first  to  last,  throughout  the  whole  0 
the  debates,  have  said  a  single  word  or  d<m 
a  single  thing,  except  in  relatiOTi  to  the  Bil 
itself. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^They  have  been  ver 
careful  on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  McCAY.— I  have  never  discussei 
these  matters,  except  in  relation  to  thei 
merits  and  their  effect  on  the  Bill  and  0 
the  community.  It  was  the  Govemraenl 
on  the  date  I  have  mentioned,  who  forcei 
this  issue  upon  us,  so  that  we  had  to  tat 
it  up.  Must  I,  because  the  Govemnioi 
chose  to  take  up  that  attitude,  be  debarret 
from  exercising  my  judgment  as  to  what  '. 
think  ought  to  be  done  with  this  measure 
The  Government  have  thrown  down  ih 
glove. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Poor  little  lamb ! 

Mr.  Spence.  —  The  honorable  am 
learned  member  for  Corinella  is  coming  ou 
in  his  true  colours. 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  do  not  know  what  tb* 
honorable  member  for  Darling  means 
saying  that  T  am  "coming  out  in  my  trui 
colours."  If  the  honorable  member  meani 
that  I  shall  support  the  clause  regardlesj 
of  what  the  Government  propose  to  do,  r.fi 
is  correct.  I  do  not  care  what  attitude  ihd 
Government  take  on  the  matter.  I  am  going 
to  vote  for  the  clause  as  it  stands,  js 
against  the  amendment  of  the  Governmen! 
I  believe  the  clatue  to  be  right,  and  tht 
amendment  now  proposed  to  be  wrong. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— The  honorable  arn: 
learned  member  is  going  to  vote  against  a)- 
lowing  us  to  go  into  Committee  to  oonsidtri 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  am  not  going  to  do  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  The  hoiK>rabIe  membei 
for  Hume  has  made  that  asserti(»i  about  si:^ 
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unes,  but  it  does  not  gather  force  by  lepe- 
ttion. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  think  it  does. 
Mr.  McCAY.— There,  again.  I  differ 
'rom  the  honorable  member ;  I  fakve  had  to 
lifFer  from  him  before,  and  may  have  to  do 
»  again.  I  trust,  however,  that  in  all  our 
lifferences  of  opinion,  I,  at  any  rate,  shall 
never  be  any  Grosser  than  he  is,  or  appears 
to  be,  on  the  present  occasion. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member  is  always  "  on  the  cross." 

Mr.  McCAY.— I  do  not  in  the  least 
degree  understand  what  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hume  means.  I  suppose  the  honor- 
able member  is  endeavouring  to  cast  some 
reflection  on  me,  but  what  it  is  I  do 
not  understand.  However,  from  some 
people  reflections  are  more  like  compliments 
than  injuries. 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne. — I  always  feel  like 
that  when  reflections  are  made  on  me  by 
the  honorable  and  learned  member. 

Mr.  McCAY.— I  do  not  recollect  that  I 
have  ever  passed  reflections  on  the  honor- 
able member  since  I  have  been  in  this 
House.* 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne. — Only  on  three  or 
four  occasions, 

Mr.  McCAY. — ^All  I  have  done  is  to  pro- 
test against  his  interjections.      I  do  not 
believe  that  before  to-d^y  I  have  said  one 
word  about  him  personally  in  this  House, 
and,   Mr.   Speaker,  if    I  can  manage 
to    ea»rcise    good     sense,    I  purpose 
never  to  say  a  word  about  him  again. 
My    single  sin  will,  I    hope,  to  some 
extent  be  atoned  for  by  my  previous  com- 
paratively  good    CMiduct,    and    by  my 
subsequent  absolutely  good  conduct.     If  I 
have  said  anything  to  hurt  the  feelings  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Hume,  I  am  very 
sorry.      The  Government,  after  delibera- 
tion, actuated  by   I  do  not  know  what 
motives — though  I  have  no  doubt  they  were 
very    proper  motives — announced  through 
the  Prime  Minister,  outside  the  House, 
that  they  pr(^}osed  to  make  this  issue  vital. 
The  wily  object  I  onild  see  for  such  an 
aimouncement  was  that  of  influencing  the 
votes  of  some  honorable  members  who  had 
supported  me  on  a  previous  occasion.  The 
only  object  I  could  see  was  that  of  inducing 
those  honorable  members  to  vote  against  me 
on  the  present  occasion ;  there  could  be  no 
other  object  to  be  gained.     I  have  seen  it 
stated  in  the  press  that  that  object  has  been 
achieved;  that  the   Government  are  now 


assured  of  a  majority  against  my  amend- 
ment, of  anything  fxcm  two  upwards.  As  to 
that  I  know  nothing ;  I  do  not  profess  to  be 
a  master  of  figures  in  that  particular  aspect, 
or  indeed  in  any  aspect.      But  I  do  say 
that  the  Government,  having  reported  pro- 
gress and  taken  four  days  to  consider 
their    attitude,   and    having  deliberately 
told   the  House  that  they   would  give 
the     Committee     an     opportunity  to 
reconsider    the    proposal,    without  any 
announcement  as  to  making   this  matter 
vital,  they  have  no  right  now  to  turn  round 
and  take  their  present  stand.    We,  on  chis 
side  of  the  House,  whether  we  belong  to 
the  Free-trade  or  the  Protectionist  Party, 
are  taunted  with  using  this  clause  as  an 
engine  for  attacking  the  Government.  But 
that  taunt  comes  with  the  worst  of  graces 
from  those  people  who,  on  second  th'jught, 
and  not  on  first  consideration,  make  this  a 
vital  matter,  and  who  now  say,  "  We  will 
try  to  force  this  proposal  through  by  the 
power  and  prestige  of  the  Government" 
What  could  we  do  except  what  we  have 
done  ?-  We   believed   in   the  clause,  as 
amended,  and  we  do  so  still.    The  Go- 
vernment never  suggested,  in  the  first  place, 
that  they  were  going  to  make  the  carrying 
of  the  amendment  vital ;  but  now  that,  on 
second  thoughts,  they  have  done  so,  what 
can  we  do  but  adhere  to  the  opinion  we 
formed  in  the  first  place,  and  have  held  all 
along,  namely,  that  this  clause  should  re- 
main as  it  is,  and  not  be  altered  in  the  di- 
rection asked  by  the  Government.    If  the 
Government  choose  to  make  the  iss'ie  viral 
it  will  be  an  unfortunate  incident. 

Mr.  Gbooh. — ^The^  Prime  Minis'er  did 
announce,  according  to  the  report  in  Han- 
sard, that  they  regarded  the  issue  as  vital. 

Mr.  McCAY. — The  Prime  Minister  never 
said  that  he  regarded  the  issue  as  vital  to 
the  existence  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Groom. — The  Prime  Minister  said, 
according  to  Hansard,  that  the  amendment 
cut  right  to  the  heart  of  the  provision. 

Mr.  McCAY.— The  Government  said 
that  the  amendment  would  mean  a  great 
change  in  the  Bill,  but  it  was  never  t>::id 
that  it  affected  the  exist«ice  of  the  Govern- 
ment. That  is  the  point  I  have  endeavoured 
to  make  clear  all  along. 

Mr.  Webstkr. — Why  not  allow  the  Bill 
to  be  recommitted  ? 

Mr.  McCAY.— What  difference  would 
that  make?  Is  not  the  honorable  member, 
with  myself,  able  to  speak  with  as  much 
freedom  now  as  we  should  on  recommittal  ? 
What  object  can  there  be  in  a  recommittal  ? 
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Mr.  Webster. — What  is  the  object  of  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  ? 

Mr.  McCAY. — My  object  is  to  settle  the 
matter  as  promptly  as  possible. 

Mr.  Watson.— That  is  "  too  thin." 

Mr.  Hughes.  —  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinella  is  going  fish- 
ing, and  he  thinks  that  a  big  fish  will  snap 
at  this  bait,  whereas  it  could  not  be  caught 
by  any  other. 

Mr.  McCAY.— The  familiarity  of  the 
Minister  of  External  Affairs  with  seafar- 
ing matters  enables  him  to  indulge  in  meta- 
phors which  we  land-lubbers  cannot  under- 
stand. According  to  ffansard,  the  Prime 
Minister,  before  the  amendment  was  put, 
said— 

The  Government  consider  that  on  agreeing  to 
the  amendment  suggested  by  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Bendigo,  we  have  gone  quite 
as  far  a^  those  who  favour  this  clause  can  be  ex- 
pected  to  go,  and  I,  therefore,  earnestly  ask 
honorable  members  to  reject  this  amendment. 

That  is  the  whole  of  the  Prime  Minister's 
statement,  prior  to  the  division. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS.  —  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinella  asked  the 
Prime  Minister  not  to  make  a  speech  on  that 
occasion. 

Mr.  McCAY.^I  did ;  and  that  was  be- 
cause I  made  no  speech  myself. 

Mr.  Watson. — Yet  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  claims  that  this  issue  has 
been  well  discussed. 

Mr.  McCAY.— So  it  has  been. 

Mr.  Watson. — Not  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Hughes. — It  has  never  been  dis- 
cussed at  all. 

Mr.  McCAY. — The  principle  involved  has 
been  discussed. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^The  principle  of  prefer- 
ence only. 

Mr.  McCAY. — No;  the  principle  of  the 
majority  rule. 

Mr.  Spence. — ^The  honorable  and  learned 
member  is  now  burking  discussion. 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  do  not  seem  to  be  burk- 
■  ing  either  discussion  or  interjections. 

Mr.  Spence. — The  honorable  and  learned 
meml)er  moved  his  amendment  without 
speaking  himself. 

Kir.  McCAY. — I  know  I  did,  because 
mv  amendment  was  submitted  immediately 
after  a  divisicm  had  been  taken.  I  gave 
notice  of  two  amendments.  The  Govern- 
ment accepted  one,  and  we  discussed  the 
other,  but  as  soon  as  one  was  agreed  to  by 
the  Government  


Mr.  Spence. — Because  the  honcw^ 
member  slipped  it  through,  he  is  noi 
frightened  to  have  it  discussed  again. 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  am  not  in  the  lea; 
degree  frightened.  Nothing  can  t 
slipped  through  in  the  House,  any  nxB 
than  in  Committee.  Undoubtedly  tha 
n  ill  be  a  full  attendance  of  honorable  men 
bers  in  the  House  to  \-ote  one  way  or  tl 
other.  W^e  can  decide  now,  just  as  we 
as  at  any  other  time,  whether  majoiii 
rule  is  to  be  provided  for  in  the  Bill, 
do  not  understand  the  desire  that  is  beii 
evinced  by  the  Government  fcM-  dela 
I  always  understood  that  Governments  we 
anxious  to  get  on  with  the  business  ai 
not  to  delay  it.  What  I  have  pre\*ioiu 
mentioned  was  all  that  the  Prime  Minist 
said  before  the  divisiwi  took  place.  Aft 
the  division,  he  moved  that  progress  be  1 
ported,  and  said — 

The  GoTemment  regard  the  amendment  that  b 
just  been  carried  as  of  very  serious  import  indec 
I  feel  that  it  cuts  right  into  the  heart  of  tl 

provision,  and,  therefore,  it  is  only  proper  tli 
the  Government  should  have  an  opportunity- 
consider  how  far  it  affects  the  general  purposes 
the  measure 

He  did  not  say  how  far  it  cut  into  the  pri 
ciples  of  the  measure — 

and  how  far  they  may  ask  honorable  members 
reconsider  the  decision  just  given. 

Mr.  Spence. — Now  they  are  asking  ho: 
orable  members  to  seconsider  their  decisio. 

Mr.  ifcCAY. — Yes;  and,  I  say,  reco 
sider  the  decisKHi,  by  all  means,  as  we  a 
doing  at  the  present  moment.  Then  on  tl 
following  Tuesday  the  Prime  Minist 
said — 

When  the  Committee,  on  the  occasion  of  j 
last  sitting,  decided  is  favour  of  the  amendmej 
of  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Col 
nella,  I  asked  that  you,  sir,  should  report  pr| 
gress,  and  thus  give  the  Government  an  opp«{ 
tunity  of  considering  the  effect  of  the  alteratii{ 
that  had  just  been  made  in  the  clause.  I  stalj 
then  that  in  my  opinion — hurriedly  arrived  all 
the  proposal  cut  into  the  heart  of  the  clause,  ai 
affected  materially  the  general  purpose  of  ti 
measure.   The  Government  still  hold  that  view. 

They  had  ccsisidered  it.   He  o(mtinued — 

We  think  that  the  clause  in  its  present  shape  abf 
lutely  fails  to  meet  the  desires  of  those  who 
anxious  to  see  this  Bill  passed  into  law  in 
effective  shape.   We  propose  to  ask  the  Commi 
tee  to  reconsider  that  position  so  at»oa  as  H 
arrive  at  the  recommittal  stage. 

Well,  we  have  now  arrived  at  the  recommi 
tal  stage.  The  Prime  Minister  then  we: 
on  to  sav  that  he  did  not  think  that  the  que 
tion  of  majority  rule  had  been  argue( 
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ilthough  preference  to  unionists  had  been 
liscussed.    He  concluded — 

>Ve  shall  certainly  give  hooorable  members  an 
tppoTtunitv  when  the  recommittal  stage  is  reached, 
>f  reconsidering  the  position  at  which  they  arrived 
m  Kriday  lait. 

There  was  not  one  word  about  the  matter 
_>eing  vital  to  the  Government.  That  is  my 
.-timplaint-  Upon  further  consideration, 
Nveeky  after  the  amendment  was  carried,  and 
after  they  had  made  something  else  vitaL 
and  had  won  in  consequence,  the  Govern- 
ment announce,  not  to  the  House,  but  to  tha 
country,  that  they  are  going  to  make  this 
a  vital  question.  Then  they  turn  round 
and  accuse  honorable  members  of  using  as 
an  engine  to  defeat  the  Government,  the 
verv  thing  which  they  admit  must  be  an 
engine  of  destruction  if  they  are  defeated 
upon  it.  I  cannot  understand  such  an  atti- 
tude on  their  part. 

Mr.  Po\-NTON. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member  does  not  want  to  understand 
it. 

Mr.  McCAY. — The  honorable  member 
is  welcome  to  his  opinion.  He  is  endea- 
vouring with  some  considerable  lack  of 
success  to  act  the  part  of  the  thought 
reader. . 

Mr.  Webster. — The  amendment  of  the 
lionorable  member  was  never  discussed  by 
honorable  members. 

>fr.    McCAY. — It   is   being  discussed 

now. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — It  will  be  discussed  by 
the  public  outside. 

Mr.  McCAY.— I  trust  that  it  will  be, 
and  the  more  it  is  discussed  outside,  the 
better  I  shall  be  pleased.  The  more  the 
public  realize  the  meaning  of  this  clause 
without  my  amendment,  the  more  I  shall 
1-e  satisfied  as  to  the  result.  The  sugges- 
tion, "You  look  out  for  what  is  going  to 
happen  when  you  get  outside  "  

>lr.  PoYNTON. — The  honorable  member 
will  be  in  a  minority  then. 

Mr.  McCAY. — Perhaps  the  honorable 
member  may  find  himself  in  a  minority. 
We  sometimes  think  that  the  views  of  our 
constituents  are  the  same  as  our  own, 
when  they  are  not.  It  is  very  unfortunate 
for  the  member  concerned  in  such  a  case, 
but  no  one  should  be  induced  to  change 
his  carefully  formed  opinicnis  because  he 
thinks  that  the  majority  of  his  constituents 
may  not  approve  of  his  conduct,  in  a  mat- 
ter regarding  which  he  has  given  no  pledge 
to  his  electors,  or  to  his  caucus,  if  there  is 
one,  but  with  respect  to  which  he  has  been 


left  to  use  his  own  judgment  I  have  ex- 
pressed over  and  over  again  my  adhesion 
to  the  principles  of  conciliation  and  arbi- 
tration, and  I  have  acted  up  to  that  pro- 
fession. I  have,  however,  left  myself 
quite  free  to  deal  with  these  important 
matters  of  detail  to  the  best  of  my  own 
judgment.  If  my  constituents  do  not 
agree  with  me,  I  must  bow  to  the  will  of 
the  majority  j  but  I  am  now  objecting  to 
bow  to  the  will  of  the  minority. 

Mr.  Spence. — ^The  hoix>rable  member 
has  with  him  all  those  who  are  opposed  to 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  McCAY.— I  cannot  help  that. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  has  been  so  on  almost 

every  occasion. 

Mr.  McCAY.— I  have  voted  for  the  Go- 
vernment on  some  occasions.  I  have  voted 
against  them  on  other  occasions,  because, 
according  to  my  view,  they  have  sought  to 
go  too  far.  It  may  be  unfortunate  that  I 
cannot  always  see  eye  to  eye  with  "them ; 
but  just  as  I  do  not  quarrel  with  them 
for  adhering  to  their  views,  they  should  not 
quarrel  with  me  for  standing  to  my  own. 
Surely,  if  they  are  justified  in  supporting 
with  all  their  power  the  proposals  which 
they  have  put  forward,  I  am  as  fully  jus- 
tified in  opposing  with  all  the  force  in  my 
power  those  with  which  I  cannot  agree. 
If  the  Government  are  justified  in  making 
this  a  vital  matter,  surely  I,  as  a  private 
member,  am  at  least  justified  in  continuing 
to  oppose  their  proposal,  notwithstanding 
the  condition  which  they  add  to  it.  I  re- 
gard this  matter  as  of  far  more  importance 
than  the  consideratiMi  whether  the  Govern- 
ment shal  I  remain  in  or  go  out  of 
office.  I  am  not  under  any  tie  of 
allegiance  to  the  Government.  I 
crossed  to  this  side  of  the  House  when 
the  Deakin  Government  were  beaten  upon  a 
matter  in  which  I  voted  with  them,  and  in 
which  I  think  they  were  right.  I  crossed 
to  this  side  because  I  thought  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Labour  Party,  who  now  sit  on 
the  Government  side,  were  wrong. 

Mr.  Poynton. — And  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  has  voted  against  them  ever 
since. 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  have  voted  against  them 
whenever  I  thought  they  were  wrong,  and 
I  shall  continue  to  do  sa  In  the  same  way 
I  shall  vote  with  them  whenever  I  think  they 
are  right,  in  regard  to  any  measure  they 
choose  to  bring  forward. 
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Mr.  PoYNTON. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member  voted  against  many  of  the 
provisions  introduced  in  the  Bill  by  the 
Deakin  Government. 

Mr.  McCAY.— Yes,  no  doubt ;  but  I  have 
not  voted  against  anything  which  I  had  pre- 
viously supported.  I  was  more  concerned 
about  this  Bill  than  about  the  fate  of  the 
Government.  It  happened  that  I  agreed 
with  the  Deakin  Government  on  the  ques- 
tion of  including  railway  servants  within 
the  scope  of  the  Bill.  Just  as  others  voted 
against  them  because  they  did  not  agree  with 
them,  so  I  voted  with  them  because,  for  rea- 
sons I  then  gave,  I  thought  they  were  right. 
I  am  much  more  concerned  as  to  the  effect 
upoii  Australia  of  this  Bill  than  as  to  the 
effect  upon  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  adoption  of  any  particular  amendment. 
The  Government  think  that  certain  pro- 
posals are  vital  to  the  Bill,  and  those  who 
oppose  these  provisions  are  charged  with 
being  opponents  of  the  measure.  This  is 
one  of  those  occasions  when  the  Govern- 
ment are  proposing  something  which  should 
be  opposed  on  principle  by  honorable  mem- 
bers who  do  not  agree  with  it.  Perhaps 
they  hope  that  the  Court  will  whittle  it 
away  to  nothing.  Some  of  the  friends  of 
the  Government  are  only  supporting  the 
proposal  as  a  substitute  for  my 
amendment,  because  they  thmk  that 
it  will  present  a  way  out  of  the 
difiiculty  in  which  they  find  themselves. 
This  is  apparently  another  bridge.  I  do 
not  know  upon  what  foundations  it 
is  built.  I  am  not  aware  whether  political 
bridges  require  engineers  to  build  them, 
just  as  do  bridges  of  the  work-a-day 
world,  nor  do  I  Icnow— if  they  do  require 
them— whether  such  engineers  are  in  exist- 
ence. 

Mr.  Spence.~Ts  not  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  building  a  bridge  himself? 

Mr.  Webster. — Yes.  He  is  building  a 
Bridge  to  get  into  office. 

Mr.  McCAY. — Even  from  his  limited 
experience  of  politics,  tha  honorable  mem- 
ber must  know  that  even  if  he  thought 
such  a  thing,  it  is  not  usual  to  say 
it.  I  mav  add,  however,  that  his 
assumption  is  not  correct.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Hume  laughs.  I 
am  certainlv  not  as  anxious  to  get  into 
office  as  some  honorable  members  were  re- 
luctant to  leave  it.  My  Ministerial  experi- 
ence was  not  such  a  happy  one  that  I 
desire  to  rush  into  oBce.  Certainly  it 
would  not  induce  me  to  accept  office  at  the  I 


sacrifice  of  any  principle.  To  taunt  me 
that  way,  especially  as  the  Government  hi 
thrown  out  the  challenge,  is  very  est 
ordinary.  Am  I  expected  to  support 
proposal  of  the  Government  merely  beca 
they  choose  to  make  it  vital  to  their  cx 
ence?  Even  if  they  withdrew  the  sti 
ment  that  the^  regard  it  as  vital,  I  sbo 
still  vote  against  it 

Mr.  Spenxe. — ^Why  all  this  trouble? 

Mr.  McCAY. — Because  I   cannot  p 
ceed  whilst  honorable  members  persister 
interject,  and  invite  me    to  express 
opinion  upon  subjects  which  are  nriore 
less  relevant  to  the  question  before 
House — chiefly  less. 

Mr.  PovNTON. — ^Who  put  the  honora 
and  learned  member  up  to  this  pre 
dure? 

Mr.  McCAY.— I  thought  of  it  all 
myself.    I  actually  possess  sufficient  ini 
ligence  to  induce  me  to  conclude  that 
present  is  as  good  a  time  to  decide  I 
question  as  is  any  other. 

Mr.  Po/NTON. — Did  not  the  honora 
and  learned  member  consult  anybody  eh 

Mr.  McCAY.— No;  but  I  told  so 
honorable  members  that  I  intended  to  acU 
the  course  which  I  am  now  following, 
did  not  e\-en  consult  the  honorable  men.l 
who  has  interjected.  I  think  I  have  sj 
all  that  I  desire  to  say  upon  this  questi 
Summarizing  my  \-iews,  I  regard  this  m 
tcr  as  one  of  very  grave  importance,  | 
look  upon  the  substitute  offered  to  us 
the  Government  for  the  proviso  contaiii 
in  the  clause  as  it  now  stands  as  a  ridil 
lously  inefficient  one. 

Mr.  Webster.— It  is  a  very  practj 
substitute  nevertheless.  i 

Mr.  McCAY. — It  is  practical  proWc 
that  .it  means  nothing.  If  the  Govema 
proposal  means  anything  substantial, 
would  be  just  as  difficult  for  an  indus^f 
union  to  comply  with  it  as  it  would  be 
comply  with  my  amendment  But,  id 
much  as  it  has  no  definite  meaning,  it  on 
as  well  be  eliminated.  It  is  no  limitu 
at  all.  I 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — It  is  as  definite 
is  the  phrase  "  equity  and  good  consciend 

Mr.  McCAY.— Exactly.  The  pror<j 
offered  to  us  represents  a  mere  husk  or  sti 
whereas  my  amendment  is  definite  i 
workable,  and  should,  therefore,  be  i 
hered  to.  I  venture  to  hold  that  opiai 
notwithstanding  the  cracking  of  any  nd 
her  of  whips,  and  notwithstanding  anv  ii 
sequent  announcement  Jichich  n^y  be  xm 
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)■  the  Government  concerning  their  atti- 
ide  towards  the  amendment  I  am  about 
I  put  before  the  House.    I  move — 
That  clause  48  be  omitted  from  the  clauses  pro- 
jsed  to  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  WATSOX  (Bland— Treasurer).— It 
?ems  to  me  that  the  honorable  and  leatred 
lember  has  adopted  a  rather  unusual 
aurse  in  this  instance.  During  the  whole 
if  mv  parliamentary  experience  I  do  not 
cajllect  a  single  case  in  which  a  proposal 
in  the  part  of  any  Government  to  have  a 
rlause  of  any  measure  reconsidered  in 
Committee  has  been  resisted.  I  do  not 
emember  one  instance  in  which  an  attempt 
las  been  made  to  burke  the  discussion  which 
niist  ensue  in  Committee,  and  to  prevent 
inv  possibility  of  a  settlement  being  arrived 
It.'  The  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
>er  has  declared  that  there  are 
wo  distinct  alternatives  before  the 
House,  and  that,  therefore,  no  injury 
:an  result  from  taking  a  vote_  upon  the 
Government  proposal  to  recommit  the  Bill. 
But  he  is  perfectly  aware  that  tliose  who 
stand  apart  from  the  interests  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  from  the  interests  of  hbnor- 
members  occupying  the  front  Opposi- 
tion benches,  are  actuated  by  a  still  higher 
consideration,  if  they  believe  in  this  Bill, 
namely,  a  desire  to  get  it  out  of  hand  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment,  in  a  shape 
whi.jh  will  give  effect  to  its  purposes.  I 
know  that  a  number  of  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  do  not  sympathize  with 
iliose  objects.  On  every  occasion 
upon  which  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella  has  ^  submitted 
amendments  he  has  had  behind  him  the  de- 
clared and  emphatic  opponents  of  the 
measure.  Of  course  he  has  received  a 
whole-souled  support  from  those  gentlemen, 
and  in  some  instances  to  the  detriment  of 
the  Bill  he  has  succeeded  in  obtaining  a 
majrirlly  in  favour  of  his  proposals. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — ^What  is  to  prevent 
the  matter  from  being  discussed  upon  the 
amendment  now  before  the  House? 

Mr.  WATSON.— With  his  usual  inno- 
cence, the  honorable  and  learned  member 
asks.  "What  is  to  prevent  the  question 
from  being  discussed  ?"  Of  course  it  can 
be  discussed.  But  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  knows  that  there  is  no  pos- 
sibility of  putting  forward  any  further 
amendment  unless  we  get  into  Committee.  I 
sav.  not  in  the  interests  of  the  Government, 
but  of  the  measure  itself,  that  more  anxiety 
might  have  been  exhibited  to  afford  every 
honorable  member  an  opportnity  of  stating 


his  views,  and  of  giving  effect  to  than 
in  a  practical  way.      I  repeat  that  the 

procedure  adopted  by  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  is  a  most  unusual  one.  It 
is  true  that  occasionallv  Governments, 
from  what  they  conceive  to  be  the  inter- 
ests of  public  business,  have  refused  to 
vote  for  recommittals.  But  I  reiterate  that 
I  do  not  remember  an  instance — certainly 
there  has  not  been  one  in  this  Parliament, 
and  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  in  the 
New  South  Wales  Legislature — in  which 
an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
to  obtain  the  reconsideraticm  of  a  proposal 
in  Committee  has  been  resisted  in  the 
House.  The  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber spoke  of  the  cr^king  of  the  whip.  He 
seemed  very  much  exercised  in  mind  be- 
cause the  Ministry  have  dared  to  state  that 
they  would  regard  the  carrying  of  a  certain 
amendment  as  vital  to  their  existence.  I 
admit  that  the  honorable  member  was  prob- 
ably disappointed  with  the  attitude  of  an- 
other Ministry  which  he  supported,  and 
which  did  not  regard  certain  mat- 
ters as  vital  to  them.  One  of 
the  criticisms  most  frequently  levelled 
against  the  Ministry  which  he  recently  sup- 
ported was  that  they  regarded  no  proposal 
as  vital  until  the  last  moment.  Personally, 
T  do  not  believe  in  making  every  question 
which  arises  vital  to  the  existence  of  the 
Government.  But,  nevertheless,  it  must 
rest  with  those  who  are  charged  with  the 
responsibility  of  carrying  a  measure  through 
Parliament  to  say  whether  or  not  they  will 
continue  in  office  if  it  be  altered  to  siich  an 
extent  that  it  does  not  give  effect  to  the 
purposes  which  the  electors  had  in  view. 
If  Ministers  did  not  exercise  that  right  they 
would  be  unworthy  of  retaining  the  posi- 
tions which  they  at  present  hold.  The 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Corinella 
has  declared  that  it  was  only  upon  second 
thoughts  that  the  Government  affirmed  that 
his  amendment  was  vital  to  their  existence. 
In  this  coimexicHi,  I  think  that  the  language 
which  I  used  upon  the  occasion  when  that 
amendment  was  carried  was  fairly  em- 
phatic. It  is  true  that  I  did  not  use  the 
exact  phraseology  which  T  afterwards  em- 
ployed. T  did  not  say  in  so  many  words 
that  the  amendment  was  a  vital  one ;  but  I 
said  quite  sufficient  to  indicate  how  seriously 
the  Government  regarded  it.    I  said — ■ 

The  GoTemment  regard  the  amendmeot  that 
has  just  been  carried  as  of  very  serious  import 
indeed.  I  feel  that  it  cuts  right  into  the  heart 
of  this  provision,  and  therefore  it  is  only  proper 
that  the  Government  should  hav-e  an  opportunity 
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of  considering  how  far  it  affects  the  general 
purposes  of  the  measure,  and  how  far  they  may 
ask  honorable  members  to  reconsider  the  deci- 
sion just  given. 

Surely  those  words  were  serious  enough.  So 
far  as  the  cracking  of  the  whip  generally 
is  concerned,  I  desire  to  say  that  it  has  not 
been  cracked  by  the  Government  with  a  view 
to  influencing  the  votes  of  honorable  mem- 
bers, so  much  as  with  a  desire  to  give  a 
distinct  intimation  that,  if  we  are  to  take 
the  responsibility  of  this  Bill,  it  must  be 
passed  in  something  like  the  shape  that  we 
desire.  I  now  say  distinctly,  that 
I  am  not  prepared  to  remain  in 
office  and  take  the  responsibility  for  a 
measure  which,  according  to  my  conception, 
will  not  be  effective,  especially  if  this  pro- 
vision, which,  I  contend,  would  be  abso- 
lutely unworkable,  be  agreed  ta  The  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Corinella 
claimed  that  a  discussion  took  place  on  his 
amendment ;  but  my  reply  is  that  the  Com- 
mittee did  not  discuss  it.  In  a  debate  ex- 
tending over  three  or  four  days  we  dis- 
cussed the  general  principle  of  granting 
preference  to  unionists,  but  in  hurriedly 
glancing  over  the  pages  of  Hansard  I  have 
failed  to  find  one  reference  in  that  debate 
to  the  detailed  proposition  which  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  subsequently 
moved.  Considerable  argument  took  place 
on  the  questicm  whetfier  we  should  be  justi- 
fied in  giving  the  Court  power  to  grant 
preference  to  unionists ;  but  there  was  ab- 
solutely no  discussion  on  the  point  whether, 
if  we  gave  the  Court  that  power,  we  should 
insist  on  compliance  with  the  terms  set 
forth  in  the  amendment, 

Mr.  Groom. — Was  the  amendment  in 
print  when  the  division  took  place? 

Mr.  WATSON.  —  It  was  not;  and 
so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  it 
was  not  discussed. 

Mr.  Wilson. — ^Whose  fault  was  that? 

Mr.  WATSON. — The  fault  of  honorable 
members  themselves. 

Mr.  Wilson. — The  fault  of  the  Govern- 
ment who  were  in  charge  of  the  business 
of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  WATSON.— We  were  no  more  to 
blame  than  were  other  horuwable  members. 
The  debate  had  occupied  several  days,  the 
amendment  was  submitted  at  a  late  hour 
on  the  last  day  of  sitting  for  the  week,  and 
there  was  a  general  desire  to  come  to  a 
decision.  Had  I  thought  that  there  was 
the  slightest  probabilitv  of  the  amendment 
being  carried  I  should  have  asked  that  the 
matter  be  further  considered,  but  I  gave 


honorable  members  credit  for  possessin 
clearer  insight  into  the  probable  worl 
of  such  a  provision.  I  do  not  k 
whether  the  honorable  member  for  Cor 
amite  was  referring  to  the  printing  of 
amendmoit,  but  the  fiwA  that  it  was 
printed  was  not  due  to  any  neglect  on 
part  of  the  Government  The  printin, 
proposed  amendments  is  a  matter  to  wl 
the  Clerk  attends  on  behalf  of  honor 
members  generally. 

Mr.  Wilson. — No ;  that  is  not  the  j; 
which  I  had  in  mind.' 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  contend  that  the 
orable  and  teamed  member  for  Corint 
amendment  would  be  absolutely  unw 
able.  I  do  not  say  that  it  would  be 
workable  in  the  sense  which  the  honoi 
and  learned  member  assumed — thai 
would  be  impossible  to  find  a  union 
ing  in  its  ranks  a  majority  of  the 
engaged  in  the  industry  to  which  it 
lated.  In  the  great  majority  of  cas€ 
majority  of  the  men  employed  in  a  \ 
trade  or  calling  are  within  the  r 
of  uniOTis  relating  to  it ;  but 
ground  on  which  I  urge  that  this  pi 
sion  would  be  unworkable,  is  that,  in  r 
instances,  it  would  be  impossible  to  j 
with  mathematical  precision  that  which 
amendment  demands.  It  would  be  ioi 
sible  to  prove,  in  many  instances,  thai 
majority  of  the  men  engaged  in  a  pai 
lar  industry  were  members  of  a  u 
Take  the  case  of  the  Australian  Wor 
Union,  to  which  the  honorable  and  lea 
member  has  referred.  So  far  as  we 
been  able  to  ascertain,  in  a  rough 
ready,  way,  a  very  large  majority  of  ( 
usually  engaged  in  shearing  belong 
that  union,  but  who  would  be  able  to 
how  many  were  engaged  in  shearing 
might  be  employed  in  the  industry  onj 
given  occasion?  '  ! 

Mr.  Spence. — That  is  the  difficultv. 

Mr.  WATSON." The  honorable  i 
ber  for  Maranoa  has  followed,  among  \ 
callings,  that  of  shearing,  and  mij^h^ 
sire  at  any  time  to  resume  that  occup.! 
The  hcmorable  member  for  Moira  has 
been  a  shearer,  and  he.  too,  mijiht  d 
to  take  a  trip  into  the  back  (3ountr\.| 
to  follow  cmce  more  his  old  calling;, 
we  to  say  that,  in  ascertaining  the  nv 
of  persons  engaged  in  an  industry  f^^r 
poses  of  this  kind,  every  man  who  m;iv 
been  engaged  in  shearing  at  any  timt-.; 
who,  if  the  fancy  seizes  him,  mav  i 
squatter  for  an  opportunity  to  earn  .1 
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■ounds  at  his  old  calling,  shall  be  included 
n  the  count?     The  practical  difficulty  in 
he  way  of  carrying  out  tnis  provision  would 
)e  such  as  to  render  it  absolutely  unwork- 
ible.    Take  the  case  of  the  wharf  labourers. 
\  fluctuaticxi  often  occurs  in  the  number  of 
nen  working  as  wharf  labourers,  whidi  is 
Jependent  not  only  on  the  number  of  ships 
:hat  come  into  port  and  the  quantity  of 
:argo  which  they  carry,  but  on  the  state  of 
other  trades  and  industries  in  and  around 
the  various  ports.    For  instance,  when  I 
spent  more  time  in  Sydney  than  I  do  now, 
men  used  to  flock  to  the  water-side  for  em- 
ployment when  business  was  slack  in  the 
trade  which  they  usually  followed.  When 
there  was  no  work  obtainable  at  their  ordi- 
nary   a\'ocations,    quarrymen    and  other 
manual  labourers  used  to  accept  employ- 
men  on  the  wharfs,  and  thus  supplement 
their  scanty  earnings.    How  would  it  be 
possible  under  the  honorable  and  learned 
member's  provision  to  compute  whether  or 
not  the  Wharf  Labourers'  Union  actually 
represented  a  majority,  not  of  those  en- 
gaged in  the  industry,  but  of  those  who 
would  be  affected  by  the  proposed  award  ? 
1%  would  be  almost  impracticable.  An- 
other instance  may  be  cited.    In  many  call- 
ings children   as  well  as  adults  would  he 
affected  by  an  award.     Boys  and  girls — 
apprentices,  in  some  instances,  and  in  others 
improvers,  or  boys  and  girls  casually  em- 
ployed in  factories — would  be  affected,  and 
under  the  honorable  member's  amendment 
the  Court  would  have  to  be  satisfied  that  the 
majority  of  those  affected  approved  of  the 
application.    It  would  be  possible  for  an 
award  to  affect  children    by  limiting  the 
number  of  apprentices  to  be  employed 
in    a    particular    industry.     A  limita- 
tion of  the   ntmiber  of   apprentices  is 
one  of  the  usual  conditions  embodied  in 
the  awards  of  the  States  Courts.    It  is 
therefore  quite  possible  that  the  interests 
of  all  children  employed  in  an  industry 
might  be  affected  by  an  award,  and  the 
Cuurt  would  have  to  be  satisfied,  under  the 
honorable  and  learned  member's  amend- 
ment, that  the  application  for  a  preference 
was  approveil  by  a  majority  of  the  children 
as  well  as  of  the  adults  concerned.    I  take 
it  that  "satisfied"  means  that  the  Court 
shall  be  satisfied  in  the  clearest  and  most 
unmistakable  way  that  the  n>ajoi^ty  of 
those  affected  have  approved  of  the  de- 
mand for  preference. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — ^The  honorable  mem- 
ber does  not  object  to  the  provisitxi  for  a 
majority  ? 


Mr.  WATSON.— No;  the  practice  in 
nearly  every  case,  in  all  the  Arbi- 
tration Courts,  has  been  to  grant  a 
preference  only  when  the.  majority,  rea- 
sonably ascertained,  is  in  favour  of  such 
a  preference.  I  am  not  so  foolish  as  to 
anticipate  that  the  practice  laid  down  by 
the  Arbitration  Courts  of  New  Zealand  and 
New  South  Wales  w-ill  be  departed  from 
by  the  Judge  appointed  to  the  Federal 
tribunal.  Any  one  who  imagines  that  the 
Judge  in  the  Federal  Court  would  lay 
down  a  new  line  of  procedure — that  he 
would  grant  preferences  to  unions  which 
manifestly  represented  only  a  minority  of 
those  employed  in  the  industry  or  in  the 
district  in  respect  of  which  the  preference 
was  asked — cannot  have  paid  any  atten- 
tion to  the  general  procedure  under  legis- 
lation of  this  kind.  1  contend  that  the 
objection  to  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella's  ametidment,  as  a 
detail  of  preference — not  as  affecting 
preference  as  a  principle — is  that  it 
would  be  absolutely  impossible  in 
a  great  number  of  cases  to  prove 
that  the  majority  of  the  industry 
concerned  approved  of  the  application. 
It  does  not  mean  only  that  a  union  asks  for 
a  preference.  It  will  have  to  be  proved 
that,  allowing  for  any  minority  that  there 
may  be  in  the  union,  a  majority  of  those 
affected  bv  the  award  are  asking  for  the 
preference. 

Mr.  Groom. — A  majority  of  both  em- 
ployers and  employes. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Yes,  a  majority  of  the 
persons  affected  by  the  award. 

Mr.  McCay. — The  words  used  are  the 
same  as  those  used  elsewhere  in  the  Bill 
to  signify  a  side. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  honorable  and 
learned  member's  proposal  goes  further 
than  those  engaged  in  the  industry,  be- 
cause there  may  be  others  having  interests 
in  common. 

Mr.  McCay. — That  is  a  phrase  of  limi- 
tation, not  of  extension. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  do  not  know  that  it 
is  bound  to  be  so  interpreted. 

Mr.  McCay. — It  cannot  be  interpreted 

otherwise. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  intention  of  the. 
honorable  and  learned  member  .may  U: 
strictly  honorable,  but  we  have  to  consider 
the  phraseology  apart  from  his  intentiutL 

Mr.  McCay. — The  same  phrase  ocinirs 
eLsewhere  in  the  Bill  to  describe  one  of 
two  sides. 
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Mr.  WATSON.— Y«;  but  in  quite  a 
different  relation.    I  think  that  that  in- 

ci  eases  the  possibility  of  the  provision  prov- 
ing umvorkable.    Even  assuming  that  the 
interpretation  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  is  correct,  and  that  the  Judges, 
who  occasionally  differ,  will  take  the  view 
that  he  does,  we  cannot  expect  the  measure 
to  work  if,  in  every  case  where  a  preference 
is  applied  tor,  a  census  of  those  engaged  in 
the  industry  must  be  taken  before  it  can  ; 
be  granted.    We  might  as  well  take  the  I 
preference  provision  out  of  the  Bill  alto-  I 
gether,  and  make  that  a  condition.    The  J 
Government  do  not  desire  that  preferetices 
shall  be  granted  to  minorities.    We  have  ; 
put  forward  an  amendment  as  an  alterna-  , 
live  to  the  proposal  of  the  honorable  and  , 
learned  member  for  Corinella,  in  which  we  i 
ask  that,  before  preference  is  granted,  the  \ 
Court  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  organiza-  | 
tion  substantially  represents  the  industry 
affected,  in  point  of  the  numbers  and  com- 
petence of  its  members. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — What  is  the  mean- 
ing of  "substantially"? 

Mr.  WATSON.— We  have  been  told  by 
the  leader  of  one  of  the  Oppositions,  whose 
opinion  is  backed  up  by  the  statement  of  i 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Corinella,  that  the  word  "  substantially  ' '  is 
vague,  and  conveys  nothing  to  the  legal 
mind.  The  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney,  in  an  interview  which  is  pub- 
lished this  morning,  speaks  of  the  word 
"substantially"  as  if  it  were  an  innova- 
tion, and  had  not  been  heard  of  be- 
fore in  legal  circles.  My  honorable  col- 
league, the  Attorney -General,  however,  ^as 
been  good  enough  to  put  into  my  hands 
two  or  three  instances  in  which  the  word 
"substantially"  is  used  in  reference  to 
matters  concerning,  not  merely  property, 
but  life  and  death.  Section  470  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Crimes  Act  of  1900  provides 
that  questions  of  law  may,  at  the  instance 
of  the  counsel  of  an  accused  person,  be 
reserved  for  the  consideration  of  the  Court 
of  Appeal — 

Provided  that  no  conviction  or  judgment  thereon 
sb&U  be  reversed,  arrested,  or  avoided  on  any 
case  so  stated,  unless  for  some  substantial  wrong 
or  other  miscarriage  of  justice. 

There  the  matter  is  left  to  the  Court,  in 
the  belief  that  the  Judges  will  exercise 
reasonable  common  sense  in  interpreting 
the  St.ntiifes  of  the  country.  The  interest 
at  stake  may  be  enormous,  because  where 
the  Judge  does  not  consider  that  the  wrong 


done  to  the  accused  is  substantial,  the 
ter  may  have  to  suffer  death.  Apparei 

no  other  course  was  open  to  the  Legislat 
than  to  leave  it  to  the  personal  discrei 
of  the  Court  to  decide  whether  a  raei 
technical  error  had  been  committed, 
whether  a  substantial  wrwig  had' been  d 
to  the  accused.  There  is  a  similar  pre 
in  section  471  of  the  same  Act.  Befor 
writ  of  error  can  be  ruled  out,  it  is  i 
vided  that — 

No  judgment  shall  be  reversed  or  sToided 
any  error  unless  some  substantial  wrong  app 
to  have  been  done,  or  some  ottier  miscarriaiji 
justice  occasioned,  by  reason  of  such  error. 

In  the  rules  of  the  Supreme  Court 
England  there  is  another  use  of  the  w 
"substantial."  Those  rules  are  dral 
and  promulgated  by  the  Judges,  but. 
the  legal  members  of  the  House  know,  h 
the  force  of  law.  Regarding  motions 
new  trial,  the  Annual  Practice  for  i- 
says — 

A  new  trial  shall  not  be  granted  on  the  gro 

of  misdirection,  or  of  the  improper  admissioi 
rejection  of  evidence,  or  because  the  verdicl 
the  jury  was  not  taken  upon  a  question  nl 
the  Judge  at  the  trial  was  not  asked  to  lejvi 
them,  unless  in  the  opinion  of  tbe  Court  to  w] 
the  application  is  made  some  cubstantiAl  wi 
or  miscarriage  has  been  thereby  occasioned  in 
trial. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Is  there  riot  a  w 
distinction  between  substantial  wrong  1 
substantial  number? 

Mr.  McCay. — The  Courts  interpret 
word  **  substantial  "  very  liberally.  T; 
do  not  require  a  great  deal. 

Mr.  WATSON.— We  propose  that 
Court  must  be  satisfied  that  the  pers 
applying  substantially  represent  those 
gaged  in  the  industry.     One  member  o 
union  cannot  be  taken  to  substantiallv 
present  the  whole  body,  nor  could  a  do 
men  be  regarded  as  substantially  re| 
senting  those  employed  in  a  large  indusi 
But  if  anything  approaching  a  majoi 
apply  for  a  preference,  the  Judge  ij 
reasonably  hold  that  they  substantiallv  1 
present  all  engaged  in  the  industry. 

Mr.  Groom. — The  amendment  conui 
the  words  "substantially  in  numbers."  1 

Mr.  WATSON.— In  numbers  and  com! 
fence — not  numbers  or  competence.  Bi 
requirements  are  insisted  on.  The  Coi 
if  it  followed  the  precedents  which  In 
been  created  in  New  South  Wales  and  N 
Zealand,  would  be  bound  to  interpret  j 
words  as  implying  a  majority.  In  N 
Zealand  it  has  been  insisted  that  a  majoq 
so  far  as  that  can  be  reasonably  |asceTtaid 
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iall  be  shown  to  be  in  faTOur  of  the  grant- 
ng  of  a  preferoice  before  it  can  he  given. 
The  difference  between  our  proposal  and 
hat  of  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Corinella  is  that,  in  the  one  case,  the 
Court  might  waive  the  mathematical  de- 
monstration of  the  existence  of  a  majority, 
wbile,  in  the  other,  it  would  be  bound  to 
insist  on  it.     Under  the  proposal  of  the 
honorable  and  learned  member,  the  Court 
could  not  dispense  with  rigid  proof  of  the 
existence  of  a  majority  in  favour  of  the 
granting  of  a  preference,  while,  under  our 
proposal,  if  they  were  reasonably  assured 
of  the  fact,  it  would  not  have  to  be  raathe- 
maticailv  demonstrated  to  them.     That  is 
the  onlv  difference  between  the  two  pro- 
posals;'but  it  is  of  great  importance,  so 
far  as  the  practical  working  of  the  measure 
is  concerned.      The  New  Zealand  Court, 
early  in    ite  existence,   was    asked,  m 
the   case    of    the    Christchurch  engi- 
neers, to  grant  a  preference  to  a  small 
union.      In    deUvering     judgment  the 
President  asked  how  far  the  union  really 
represented  the  great  body  of  men  in  the 
trade  affected,  and,  as  it  was  found  that 
the  members  of  the  union  constituted  a 
minority  of  those  employed  in  the  trade, 
the  preference  was  refused.      I  am  re- 
minded that  the  word  "  really  "  is  practic- 
ally the  same  as  the  word  "  substantially. 
The  President,  in  making  known  the  de- 
cision of  the  Court,  laid  down  what,  in 
mv  opinion,  is  a  very  proper  rule.  He 
said  that  each  case  must  stand  upon  its 
own  merits,  and  that  a  claim  must,  in 
ever)-  case,  be  carefully  scrutinized.  He 
went  on  further  to  refer  to  other  conditifflis 
which  were  necessary  to  safeguard  a  pre- 
ference.    He  said  that  the  union  which 
sought  such  an  advantage  must  be  prac- 
tically open  to  every  person  employed  in 
the  trade  who  desired  to  jmn  it  That 
safeguard  we  have  provided  for  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Bendigo,  and  of  the  honorable  and 
learned  members  for  Ballarat  and  Indi. 
We  have  amplified  the  safeguards  which 
exist  under  the  New  Zealand  and  New 
South  Wales  legislation.      The  principle 
proceeded  upon  in  New  South  Wales  in  re- 
gard to  the  granting  of  preferences  has 
been  exactly  similar  to  that  adopted  in 
New  Zealand.    So  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  ascertain,  the  New  South  Wales  Court 
has  never  granted  preference  to  a  union 
which  did  not  appear  to  have  a  majority 
within  the  district  to  which  it  was  to  apply. 


Mr.  Robinson. — I  will  quote  instances 
to  the  contrary. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  case  of  the 
saddlers  has  been  quoted,  but  that  was 
afterwards  extended  by  means  of  the  oxn- 
mon  rule.  In  the  first  instance  the  pre- 
ference was  granted,  so  far  as  my  memory 
serves  me,  for  a  smaller  district.  It  must 
be  remembered,  too,  that  in  New  South 
Wales  and  New  Zealand  there  is  no  limita- 
tion on  the  power  of  the  Court  to  grant 
preferences.  Preference  to  unionists  was, 
on  appeal,  held  by  the  Supreme  Court  of 
New  Zealand  not  to  require  any  specific 
wording  in  the  Act,  but  to  be  the  natural 
corollary  of  the  main  purpose  of  the  mea- 
sure as  originally  drafted  by  Mr.  Reeves. 
It  was  said  by  Sir  Robert  Stout  that — 

In  construing  this  Act,  the  aim  of  the  Statute 
cannot  be  ignored.  It  does  not,  as  I  have  said, 
iioposc  to  provide  a  means  of  settling  disputes 
letween  employers  and  non-associated  workmen. 
It  has  created  a  board  in  every  district,  and  a 
Court,  to  settle  disputes  between  associated  work- 
men on  the  one  side,  and  associated  or  single 
employers  on  the  other. 

He  went  on  to  say — 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Couit,  having  power 
to  determine  the  "status  of  workmen,"  and  the 
"class  of  persons"  to  be  employed,  has  power  to 
declare  that  trade  unionists  shall  have  a  prefer- 
ence over  workmen  not  belonging  to  a  trade  tmion. 

It  seems  to  me  that  Sir  Robert  Stout  there 
recognised  the  true  principle  upon  which 
measures  of  the  kind  are  based.    That  is, 
they  seek  to  insure  collective  bargaining. 
That  was  the  beginning  of  the  possibility 
of  effective  compulsory  arbitration —  collec- 
tive bargaining,  and  some  responsible  entity 
in  the  shape  of  a  imion  to  assist  in  the  en- 
forcement of  the  award.     Preference  has 
existed  for  years  without  arbitration  laws 
amongst  tbc»e  trades,  or  in  those  callings 
where  the  unicms  were  strong  enough  to 
enforce  it.      In  my  own  trade — wherever 
I  have  worked,  anyhow — the  employes  have 
insisted  upon  preference  to  unionists,  and 
have  always  succeeded  in  obtaining  it.  I 
do  not  say  that  that  state  of  affairs  has 
existed  in  the  disorganized  country  districts, 
but  amongst  the  men  employed  in  the  large 
centres  preference  has  always  been  insisted 
upon.     In  New  South  Wales  at  the  pre- 
sent time  about  fifteen  agreements  giving 
preference  have  been  arrived  at  between 
employers  and  employes,  without  the  inter- 
vention of  the  Arbitrati(m  Court,  «cept  so 
far  as  thdr  approval  is  concerned.  Some 
of  these  agreements  have  not  yet  been  ap- 
proved, because  they  have  not  reached  that 
stage,  but  under  these  agreements  between 
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employer  and  employ^  preference  has  been 
voluntarily  arrived  at  between  the  two 
parties. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^There  was  a  very  import- 
ant case  in  England  recently. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Exactly.  In  all  the 
voluntary  Conciliation  Courts  set  up  in 
England  preference  to  unionists  is  a  sine 
qua  non.  Without  that,  it  is  impossible 
to  even  approach  collective  bargainmg. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — That  has  been 
achieved  without  an  Arbitration  Court. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Of  course,  it  has.  It 
is  no  new  principle.  All  we  ask  is  that 
the  Court  shall  be  permitted  to  grant  pre- 
ference ;  not  that  it  shall  be  compelled  to 
allow  unionists  to  debar  others  from  obtain- 
ing employment,  but  that  it  shall  have 
power,  if  the  circumstances  warrant,  to 
grant  preference.  Now,  in  New  South 
Wales  there  is  an  agreement  between  the 
Pastoralists'  Union  and  Machine  Shearers' 
Union. 

Mr.  Robinson. — ^Is  preference  granted 

in  that  case? 

Mr.  WATSON. — Yes,  and  that  is  a  case 
in  which  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Government  would  have  a  very  beneficia,l 
application. 

Mr.  Sp£nce. — That  agreement  not  only 
gives  the  preference,  but  is  compulsory. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  other  agreements, 
under  which  preference  is  given,  are  those 
entered  into  between  the  Master  Hair- 
dressers and  their  employes,  the  Master 
Coopers  and  their  journeymen,  the  Coastal 
Steam-ship  Owners'  Association  and  the 
Seamen's  Union,  the  Laundrymen  and 
their  employes,  the  Pastrycooks  and  their 
employes,  the  Inter-State  Steam-ship 
Owne»'  Association  and  the  seamen,  the 
Monumental  Masons  and  their  employ^, 
Mort's  Dock  and  Engineering  Company 
and  their  workmen,  the  Fresh  Food  and  Ice 
Company  and  their  employ6s,  some  cigar 
makers  and  their  employes,  the  Steam  Col- 
lier Owners'  Association  and  their  seamen, 
the  Tug-boat  Owners  and  their  employes, 
and  some  of  the  grocers  and  their  assist- 
ants. In  each  of  these  cases  the  agreement, 
granting  preference  to  unionists,  has  been 
voluntarily  arrived  at.  I  do  not  wish,  at 
this  stage,  to  say  a  great  deal  further  upon 
this  matter.  As  I  have  said  all  along,  I 
regard  the  power  of  the  Court  to  grant  pre- 
ference to  unionists  as  essential  to  the  suc- 
cessful working  of  the  Bill.  I  contend 
that  compulsory  arbitration  will  be  impos- 
sible unless  unions  are  recognised,  and  they 


cannot  be  recognised  effectively  unless  j 
feren<£  is  allowable,  and  in  most  cal 
granted.  I  contend  that,  without  encouj 
ing  the  tuiions  to  register  and  render  tti 
selves  amenable  to  the  Act,  there  is  no  j 
sibility  of  bringing  the  measure  to  a  1 
cessful  issue.  We  might  as  well  pas 
measure  with  a  view  to  running  a  rail 
to  the  moon,  or  something  of  that  desc 
tion,  as  expect  to  successfully  work 
Arbitration  Bill  without  preference 
unionists.  Unless  the  unions  have  ; 
encouragement  they  certainly  will  not  i 
up  their  right  to  strike.  This  meaj 
proposes  to  deny  them  the  right  to  use| 
weapons  they  now  possess,  and  it  oj 
them  nothing  in  exchange. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Does  it  not  offer  th 
something,  even  better  than  the  powei 
strike — the  power  to  compel  preferoxj 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  power  to  coni 
preference  is  not  in  itself  better  than! 
power  to  strike;  but  I  say  that  will 
preference  it  is  impossible  to  expect 
unions  to  take  any  interest  in  compel! 
the  observance  of  the  awards.  The  li 
orable  member  must  not  run  away 
the  idea,  as  no  doubt  his  impractical 
leads  him  to  do,  that  this  Bill  will  al\^ 
mean  help  for  the  employes.  It  will  I 
In  many  cases  in  New  South  Wales  aj 
ference  to  arbitration  has  resulted  in  a! 
duction  of  wages.  I 

Mr.  Kelly. — And  a  certain  perceni 
of  strikes  in  connexion  with  such  re<i 
tions.  I 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  do  not  catch  the  li 
orable  member's  allusion.  In  s<»ne  cj 
in  New  South  Wales  arbitratioo  has' 
worked  to  the  immediate  advantage  of! 
unionists,  so  far  as  the  awards  are  c 
cemed.  I  admit  that  even  from  the  w< 
men's  stand-point,  it  may  be  better  to  w< 
although  under  cmiditions  involving  s< 
injustice,  than  to  go  on  strike  and  los 
great  deal  more.  I  admit  that  from  t 
point  of  view,  and  especially  from 
stand-point  of  the  general  COTumunity.  ii 
better  to  have  an  Arbitration  Act  in  f(j 
than  to  run  the  risk  of  repeated  distt] 
ances  of  trade.  Those  honorahle  meoilj 
who  refuse  to  intru^  the  Court  with  I 
power  with  which  we  are  seeking  to  ini 
it  are  straining  at  a  gnat  and  swallow 
the  proverbial  camel.  They  would  all 
the  Judge  of  the  Arbitration  Court  to  fi 
sibly  injure  the  industries  of  Australia 
such  an  extent  that  they  would  be  ab 
lately  crippled.     The  Cour^  if  it  lit! 
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nder  the  power  the  Bill  confers,  could  im- 
ose  conditions  of  employment  that  would 
ause  every  employer  to  shut  up  his 
Temises  and  result  in  every  man 
ow  employed  walking  the  streets, 
'he  Court  could  do  all  that,  but  it  is  not 
ikely  to  do  it.  We  do  not  hear  h<»iorable 
nembers  trying  to  arouse  the  country  by 
;eneral  references  to  the  excesses  which  the 
|u(!ge  might  commit,  by  giving  decisions 
vhich  it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  out, 
jut  when  they  think  that  they  can  arouse 
:lass  feeling,  when  they  want  to  enter  upon 
I  cLiss  fight,  some  honorable  members  are 
;ei/ed  with  horror  and  fear  at  the  idea  of 
he  enormities  that  might  be  perpetrated  by 
I  Judge  placed  in  this  position.  I  say, 
igain,  that  the  Judge  will  have  the  power, 
if  he  is  foolish  enough  to  exercise  it,  to 
n^ipple  or  suspend  all  the  industries  of  Aus- 
tralia, and  yet  honorable  members  strain  at 
giving  him  the  power  to  grant  a  preference 
to  unionists  where  they  substantially  repre- 
sent the  trade  or  calling  in  regard  to  which 
a  dispute  has  arisen.  That  kind  of  reason 
ing  does  not  appeal  to  me,  and,  as  one  who 
has  some  practical  knowledge  of  the  condi- 
timis  that  govern  industry,  at  any  rate,  in 
New  South  Wales,  I  unhesitatingly  say  that 
If  the  clause  is  maintained  in  its  present 
shape,  the  Bill  will  prove  to  be  unwork- 
able, and  might  as  well  be  thrown  into  the 
waste-paper  basket. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  (Wannon).— I  had  ex- 
pected, from  the  attitude  which  the  Prime 
Minister  first  took  up  in  regard  to  the 
atTienilment  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella,  that  when  honorable 
members  were  asked  to  reconsider  their  de- 
cision, they  would  be  urged  to  strike  out  all 
limitations  upon  the  power  of  the  Court  to 
grant  preference.  Judging  from  the  state- 
ment the  Prime  Minister  made  on  24th 
June,  I  certainly  anticipated  that  the 
principle  of  preference  would  be  regarded 
as  so  vital,  that  any  limitation  upon  it 
would  be  resisted. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  know  that  the 
Prime  Minister  did  not  sav  that;  but  I 
think  that  it  might  have  been  fairly  inferred, 
from  what  he  did  say,  that  any  limitation, 
except  with  regard  to  the  notice  to  be  given 
to  those  affected,  would  be  opposed.  If  the 
Government  had  come  forward  with  a 
straight-out  declaration  that  the  principle 
of  preference  was  essential  to  the  Bill,  and 
that  they  must  have  it  in  an  undiluted  form, 
those  who  are  opposed  to  the  Bill  would 
have  been  moved  to  admiration.     We  are 


not,  however,  met  with  any  proposal  of  that 
kind,  but  with  another  of  those  wishy- 
washy  back-down  amendments  which  are  de- 
signed to  get  the  Government  out  of  a  dif- 
ficulty. I  am  not  willing  to  water  down 
the  amendment  which  honorable  members 
adopted  after  the  fullest  and  freest  discus- 
sion upon  the  whole  principle  of  prefer- 
ence. According  to  Hansard  a  debate 
upon  that  point  was  commenced  on  the  2ist 
June,  and  was  continued  on  the  22nd,  23rd, 
and  24th  of  that  month. 

Mr.  Watson. — Never  a  word  was  uttered 
with  regard  to  the  amendment  ultimately 
adopted  during  the  whole  of  that  time. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— Honorable  members 
who  took  the  trouble  to  attend  the  sittings 
of  the  Committee  and  to  listen  to  the  de- 
bate, must  know  full  well  that  an  amend- 
ment of  this  nature  was  foreshadowed,  and 
that  it  was  circulated  two  days  before  it 
was  moved. 

Mr.  Watson. — Not  the  amendment  that 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  say  that  the 
amendment  was  circulated  before  it  was 
submitted  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  is  absolutely  incor- 
rect so  far  as  the  amendment  ultimately 
adopted  was  concerned. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— If  the  Gorarnment 

had  declared  that  they  would  not  have  any 
limitation  placed  upon  the  power  of  the 
Court  to  grant  preference,  and  that  they 
would  insist  upon  having  the  tribunal  left 
as  free  as  in  the  case  of  the  Courts  of  New 
Zealand  and  New  South  Wales,  their  atti- 
tude would  have  been  a  courageous  one ; 
but  I  think  that  the  present  proposal  shows 
a  great  want  of  backbone.  The  sugges- 
tion made  by  the  Government  is  one  which 
will  largely  increase  the  difficulties  of  the 
Arbitration  Court.  What  is  the  meaning 
of  "substantially  represent?"  The  Prime 
Minister  has  been  good  enough  to  quote  a 
number  of  text-books  in  order  to  show  us 
the  difference  between  his  amendment  and 
that  adopted  at  the  instance  of  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Corinella.  He 
states  that  under  the  proviso,  as  it  now 
stands,  it  will  be  necessary  to  demonstrate 
to  the  Court  with  mathematical  accuracy 
the  number  of  employes  affected  before 
preference  can  be  obtained,  and  he  states 
further  that  that  difficulty  will  be  o^-er- 
come  if  the  Government  suggestion  is 
adopted,  I  do  not  consider  that  the 
proviso  in  the  Bill  demands  mathemalical 
demonstration  on  the  part  of  applicants  for 
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preference.  It  allows  the  Judge  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  latitude  in  arriving  at 
a  decision  as  to  whether  the  applicants  re- 
present the  majority  of  those  affected.  The 

proviso  reads  as  follows: — 

No  preference  shall  be  directed  to  be  given 
unless  the  application  for  such  preference  is  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Court  approved  by  a  majority 
of  those  afTected  by  the  award. 

That  means — if  it  means  anything — that 
a  mathematical  demonstration  is  not  re- 
quired. The  Court  has  merely  to  be  satis- 
fied that  the  union  applying  for  a  prefer- 
ence practically  represents  a  majority 
of  the  employ&  engaged  in  the  in- 
dustry affected.  We  have  been  told 
that  an  Arbitration  Act  will  not  work 
satisfactorily  in  the  absence  of  a  pro- 
vision relating  to  the  granting  of  a  prefer- 
ence. How  is  it  that  in  the  first  State 
in  the  Commonwealth  which  adoped  legis- 
lation of  this  character — I  refer  to  Western 
Australia — an  Arbitration  Act  has  been 
operating  successfully  for  a  number  of 
years,  although  it  does  not  contain  any  such 
provision  ? 

Mr.  Carpenter. — They  are  ccmtinually 
agitating  for  the  granting  of  a  preference 
there. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— That  may  be  so. 
The  fact  remains  that  in  Western  Australia 
the  Act  has  been  operating  for  five  years 
longer  than  has  kindred  legislation  in  any 
other  State  of  the  Union,  without  any  fric- 
tion having  been  engendered. 

Mr.  Carpenter. — No. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  am  aware  that  a 
considerable  amount  of  friction  arises  when 
after  an  award  has  been  given  against  a 
union,  its  members  commence  to  abuse  the 
Court. 

Mr.  Kelly. — That  is  what  occurred  in 
the  case  of  the  Australian  Workers'  Union- 
Mr.  ROBINSON.— The  Prime  Minister 
asserted  that  it  was  the  practice  of  the 
New  South  Wales  Court  before  granting  a 
preference  to  unionists  to  insist  that 
the  union  asking  for  preference  com- 
prises a  majority  of  those  engaged 
in  the  industry  affected.  I  think  that  I 
shall  be  able  to  prove  that  his  statement  is  , 
inaccurate.  Let  me  point  to  the  case  of  the  ; 
Broken  Hill  miners  as  an  example.  I  used 
the  same  argument  upon  a  previous  occa- 
sion, but  in  view  of  the  declaration  of  the 
Prime  Minister,  I  think  I  am  justified  in 
repeating  it.  In  the  case  to  which  I  refer, 
a  record  of  which  appears  in  volume  2  of 
the  Reports  of  the  New  South  Wales  Arbi- 
tration Court,  page  456,  I  find  that  the  fol- 


lowing statement  was  made  by  Mr.  Cru 
shank,  and  in  another  part  of  the  s| 
volume  Mr.  Justice  Cohen  reiterates  it^ 
There  are  about  6,000  men  employed  in  or  aj 
the  Broken  Hill  mines;  4,000  ore  ncm-nnioii 
and  2,000  are  members  of  the  anion. 

Mr.  Watson. — But  they  were  not 
miners  ? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.  —  Two  thous 
miners  asked  for  a  preference,  which  I 
granted  to  them  by  the  Court. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  is  not  an  insta 
in  which  a  minority  were  granted  a  pre 
ence.  There  are  not  6,000  miners  at  Bro 
Hill. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— The  Prime  Mini 
has  the  report  before  him,  and  he  can  vel 
my  statements  for  himself.  I 
Mr.  Watson.  ■ —  The  Amalgam^ 
Miners'  Association  asked  for  a  prefer^ 
on  behalf  of  the  miners,  and  not  on  bej 
of  all  the  emplov^.  | 
Mr.  ROBINSON.— The  statement  1 
made  by  Mr.  Cruickshank,  and  repeated 
Mr.  Justice  Cohen,  that  out  of  a  total 
6,000  employes  at  the  Broken  Hill  mii 
2,000  asked  for  a  prefererwe,  and  obtai 
it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook, — Does  that  prefer* 
cover  the  whole  of  the  6,000  empio; 
I  That  is  the  point. 
I     Mr.  Watson. — No. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— If  the  Prime  M 
ster  will  peruse  the  report  in  question, 
will  come  to  the  same  conclusion  thai 
have.  The  next  instance  to  which  I  wo 
refer  the  honorable  gentleman  is  that 
the  Saddlers'  Union.  In  that  case. 
New  South  Wales  Saddlers'  and  Ham 
Makers'  Society  were  the  claimants,  and 
Wholesale  Saddlers'  and  Harness  Ma 
facturing  Associati(»i  the  respondents, 
came  on  for  hearing  upon  3rd  Mai 
1903.  The  Saddlers'  Union  claimed  t 
a  certain  award  should  be  made  a  comn 
rule  throughout  the  whole  of  New  Sot 
Wales.  The  number  of  emploves  1 
gaged  in  that  industry  has  beoi  varimi 
estimated.  The  secretary  of  the  Saddl^ 
Union  thought  that  there  were  about  i.t 
saddlers  and  harness  employ^  in  N 
South  Wales,  but  added  that  he  woJ 
not  be  surprised  if  they  numbered  i.^ 
On  the  other  hand,  the  secretary  of  j 
Employers'  Associaticxi  affirmed  that  j 
employ^  numbered  about  2,000.  For  j 
sake  of  argumei^.  we  may  fairly  a<i- 
the  mean  between  the  two  estimates,  3 
set  down  the  number  of  those  engaged 
the  industry  at  1,600.      This  paitinij 
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inion,  I  repeat,  asked  that  a  preference 
bould  be  extended  to  its  members.  The 
ecretary  of  the  Employfe  Union  was 
[uestioned  aS  to  how  many  men  constituted 
t.  Under  cross-examination  by  Mr,  Gar- 
and,  he  said — 

He  could  not  say  how  many  members  bad  paid 
heir  weekly  subscriptions.  There  were  very  few. 
.-Ic  h,id  the  information  in  his  books.  There  were 
ti}  ailogether,  includiog  collar-makers.  About 
i;o  hid  not  paid  their  dues. 

In  other  words,  213  employes  asted  that 
a  preference  should  be  extended  to  them 
in  a  trade  employing  1,600  workers,  and 
of  that  213,  only  about  40  were  genuine 
financial  members  of  the  union.  This 
particular  union  contained  only  five  mem- 
t>ers  outside  the  metropolitan  area,  and 
under  the  terms  of  the  award,  these  men 
received  a  preference  over  other  workers 
in  that  trade  in  New  South  Wales.  That 
is  an  instance  of  an  insignificant  minority 
—a  minority  comprising  only  15  or  16  per 
cent,  of  those  engaged  in  the  trade — obtain- 
ing a  preference  over  the  bulk  of  the 
workers  affected.  The  amendment  of  the 
honorable  and  learned  m^ber  for  Corin- 
ella  is  designed  to  correct  that  state  of 
affairs.  Doubtless,  the  members  of  the 
organization  to  which  I  have  referred  were 
competent,  reliable,  and  trustworthy  in 
every  way.  Nevertheless,  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  a  minority  obtained  a  distinct 
preference  over  a  majority.  In  the  case 
of  the  Bread  Carters'  Unimi,  it  was  never 
claimed  that  its  members  constituted  a 
majority  of  those  employed  in  the  trade. 
Tt  was  urged  that  they  represented  about 
half  of  the  total  number  of  employes.  I 
have  now  given  three  instances — collected 
at  a  moment's  notice — which  serve  to  show 
that  it  is  not  a  fact  that  a  preference  has 
been  granted  by  the  New  South  Wales 
Arbitration  Court  only  in  cases  where  the 
industrial  organization  concerned  contained 
a  majority,  or  about  a  majority,  of  those 
engaged  in  the  particular  trade  affected. 
In  actual  practice,  a  similar  provision  has 
operated  in  the  direction  of  a  preference 
being  granted  to  organizations  demanding  it. 
The  reason  for  that  was  made  very  clear 
by  the  Prime  Minister  himself.  The  New 
South  Wales  Arbitration  Act  was  designed 
to  accomplish  a  number  of  objects. 
One  of  these  was  to  facilitate  and  en- 
courage the  organization  of  representative 
bodies  of  employers  and  employes.  If  the 
provision  in  that  Act,  which  relates  to  the 
granting  of  a  preference  to  unionists,  is 
not  limited  in  some  specific  way  it  must  be 


read  in  conjunction  with  section  2.  In 
that  State  the  Court  has  decided  that  the 
pro\'ision  means  that  a  preference  must  be 

granted  to  organizations  demanding  it,  un- 
!  less  there  is  some  urgent  reason  why  it 
[  should  not  be  granted.     In  the  cases  to 
'  which  I  have  referred,  the  employes,  who 
represented  only  a  small  minority  of  the 
trades   affected,   obtained    the  preference 
which  they  desired.    The  Prime  Minister's 
statement  that  the  New  South  Wales  Arbi- 
tration Court  has  not  extended  a  preference 
to  unionists,  except  in  trades  in  which  their 
members  constituted  a  majority,   or  very 
nearly  a  majority,  of  the  employ^,  is,  there- 
fore, not  in  accord  with  the  reports  of  the 
cases  heard  before  that  tribunal. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Does  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  say  that  that  is  so  in  the 
majority  of  cases? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  do  not.  I  wish 
to  guard  against  injustice  being  done  to  a 
minority  as  well  as  to  a  majority.  The 
Minister  of  External  Affairs  is  familiar 
with  the  old  saying  that  "  hard  cases  make 
bad  law."  I  do  not  wish  hard  cases  to 
exist.  For  these  reasons  I  think  that  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella  should  not  be  de- 
parted  from,  and  that  there  shall  be  no 
preference,  unless  the  union  which  desires 
that  it  shall  be  granted  to  its  members  can 
show  that  they  constitute  a  majority  of 
those  who  will  be  affected  by  any  award  of 
the  Court. 

Mr.  Hughes. — A  majority  of  the  persons 
affected  by  the  award  ?  What  does  affected 
mean? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— The  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinella  merely  sup- 
ports the  principle  of  majority  rule,  which 
honorable  members  opposite  are  supposed 

to  favour.  He  wishes  to  insure  that,  when 
a  preference  is  granted  to  a  particular  union, 
the  members  of  that  organization  shall  con- 
stitute a  majority  of  those  engaged  in  the 
trade  affected.  He  desires  to  prevent  a 
minority  having  the  power  to  demand  a  pre- 
ference over  a  'majorifv  in  any  industrial 
calling.  We  were  told  in  one  breath  that 
if  the  Bill  does  not  contain  a  provision  con- 
ferring preference  upon  unionists  it  will  be 
practically  useless.  In  the  next  breath  we 
were  assured  that  awards  are  frequently 
made  in  which  a  preference  is  not  granted. 
To  my  mind,  those  two  statements  are  en- 
tirely contradictory.  If  the  Bill  is  value- 
less in  the  absence  of  a  preference  clause, 
bow  is  it  that  a  similar  Act  has  operated 
successfully  in  Western  Australia?    It  has 
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also  been  argued  that  under  this  Bill  the 
employ^  will  surrender  the  only  efFective 
weapon  which  they  have  hitherto  retained, 
namely,  the  power  to  strike.  I  do  not  think 
that  statement  is  altogether  accurate.  So 
far  as  I  am  able  to  judge  from  the  cases  de- 
cided by  the  New  South  Wales  Arbitration 
Court,  this  legislation  will  merely  involve 
the  surrender,  on  the  part  of  members  of 
industrial  organizations,  of  the  power  to 
cease  work  without  giving  their  employers 
notice.  Upon  giving  due  notice  they  will 
be  at  perfect  liberty  to  discontinue  work. 
The  Teralba  case  proved  that  up  to  the  hilt. 
All  that  is  taken  from  the  workers  under 
this  Bill  is  the  power  to  leave  their  employ- 
ment without  giving  their  employers  due 
notice.  They  will  still  have  the  power  to 
refuse  to  work.  Under  no  enactment  can 
we  COTipel  men  to  work  against  their  will. 

Mr.  Spence. — Notice  is  not  required  in 
connexion  with  a  number  of  industries. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— All  that  the  Bill  pro- 
vides is  that  unionists  cannot  discontinue 
their  work  without  giving  notice  of  their  in- 
tention to  do  sa 

Mr.  Spence. — ^They  cannot  leave  at  all 
collectively. 

■  Mr.  ROBINSON. — But  they  can  leave 
individually,  and  they  can  all  leave  upon 
the  same  day. 

Mr.  Spence. — No. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— In  the  Teralba  case 
did  not  the  New  South  Wales  Arbitration 
Court  decide  that  it  was  powerless  to  inter- 
fere with  the  strikers,  because  under  the 
award  which  had  been  given  no  provision 
had  been  made  that  notice  should  be  given 
by  the  men  before  thev  were  at  liberty  to 
quit  their  employment? 

Mr.  Webster. — ^That  was  an  omission 
upon  the  part  of  the  employers. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— It  m'ight  have  been. 
That  decision  shows  conclusively  that 
the  power  of  the  employes  to  discon- 
tinue work  is  not  in  the  slightest  degree  :ti- 
fringed  by  the  provisions  of  this  Bill.  Con- 
sequently unionists  hpve  not  had  struck  out 
of  their  hands  an  effectire  weapon  for  ham- 
pering their  employers.  They  can  still  re- 
fuse to  work. 

Mr.  Hughes. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member  knows  that  they  cannot  do 
anything  of  the  sort,  because  under  the 
Bill  the  funds  of  their  unions  would  be 
liable. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— Does  the  Minister 
contend  that  the  individual  members  of  a 
union  cannot  cease  work  after  giving  their 
employers  due  notice  ? 


Mr.  Hughes. — I  mean  to  say  that  wb 
a  preference  has  been  granted  they  m 

continue  to  supply  the  requisite  labour. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  am  not  deal 
with  that  point,  but  with  the  ques) 
whether  the  power  to  strike  has  been  ta 
away  from  the  workers.  The  Govemu 
say  that  if  we  pass  this  Bill  without  mak 
provision  for  a  preference  to  unionists 
privilege  to  strike  will  be  taken  away  fi 
the  workers,  without  their  being  given  . 
quid  fro  quo.  That  which  will  be  ta 
away  from  unionists  will  be  practically 
power  to  leave  their  employment  with 
notice.  This  Bill  does  not  pretend — ; 
no  Parliament  could  pretend — to  force 
man  to  work  if  he  did  not  desire  to  do 

Mr.  Hughes. — A  union  may  not  t 
any  action  calculated  to  deprive  an  > 
ployer  of  his  labour. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— No;  but  exactly 
same  result  might  be  secured  without 
passing  of  any  formal  resolution  by 
union.    The  honorable  and  learned  m 
ber  knows  that  in  tBe  case  of  a  lock- 
by  an  employer  the  position  would  be  toti 
different.    If  he  closed  his  factory,  or  r 
of  his  factory,  or  if  he  shut  down  his  m, 
he  would  be  guilty  of  an  offence. 

Mr.  Watkins.— Would  he  not  be  ah\^ 
give  notice? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— He  would;  but 
shutting  down  his  factory  he  would  at  C 
wreck  his  industry.  An  employer  can 
carry  his  mine  or  bis  factory  from  placi 
place,  just  as  a  worker  is  able  to  rem 
his  labour  from  one  district  to  another.  ' 
cry  that  unionists  will  be  robbed  of  sa 
thing  which  they  now  possess  unless  t 
are  given  the  right  to  apply  for  a  prefers 
has  therefore  no  force.  The  Govema 
have  shown  that  it  has  not,  because  ( 
have  proved  that  in  some  cases  a  prefer* 
is  not  granted,  and  admit  that  it  should 
be  granted  unless  the  union  claiming  it  i 
stantially  represents  the  trade  affea 
whilst  we  also  see  that  it  has  no  foundal 
in  fact.  I  trust  that  the  House  will  at 
by  the  decision  of  the  Committee,  wl 
was  arrived  at  after  one  of  the  most 
ous  debates  to  which  I  have  ever  tistci 
Every  phase  of  the  preference  question  ! 
then  threshed  out.  I  f  the  Governn 
have  decided  to  make  this  question  a  ^ 
one,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  they  do; 
stand  up  for  their  principles  in  a  fl 
courageous  way,  instead  of  attempting 
another  wishy-washy  asoendment,  to  ert 
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idge  over  which  weak-kneed  members 
L)  slide  from  this  side  of  the  House  to 
i  Other. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)— Although  I 
tened  to  the  Prime  Minister's  explanation 
th  that  attention  which  I  always  give  to 
s  utterances,  I  fail  to  understand  what  is 
eant  by  the  term  "  substantially  repre- 
nts."  The  Prime  Minister  of  a  demo- 
atic  country  should  surely  be  prepared  to 
;gard  a  majority  as  the  one  substantial 
rpresentation  in  such  a  ommunity.  If  "sub- 
antially  represents  "  means  practically  the 
ime  as  that  which  the  honorable  and 
:arned  member  for  Corinella  desires,  why 
lould  not  that  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
er  have  the  credit — if  any  credit  be  due — 
f  having  put  before  the  House  such  an  ac- 
fpiable  amendment  as  was  carried  by  a 
:ry  fair  majority  about  a  month  ago?  If 
n  the  other  hand,  "  substantally  repre- 
ents "  does  not  mean  representation  by 
najority,  it  is  about  time  that  the  Prime 
>linister  of  Democratic  Australia  told  Par- 
iament  and  the  country  that  he  desires,  in 
ielegating  the  powers  of  the  Legislature — 
jef^ose  we  are  proposing  to  delegate  our 
e^islaiive  power  in  regard  to  industrial 
natters  to  an  outside  tribunal — to  take  care 
h:a  the  industrial  affairs  of  Australia 
ihall  be  controlled  by  a  minority  of  those 
;ng3j;ed  in  each  industrv.  The  Government 
ire  either  seeking  to  avoid  the  very  awkward 
ix  in  which  they  find  themselves,  as  the 
result  of  the  statement  which  they  made  that 
;hey  would  resign  office  rather  than  accept 
fthat  is  already  in  the  Bill — they  did  not 
hink  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  and 
earned  member  for  Corinella  would  be  car- 
r.eil.  and  therefore  considered  that  they 
sould  be  safe  in  making  a  bold  declaration 
:)f  that  kind — or  else  they  are  endeavouring 
■r>  secure  the  government  of  the  industrial 
iffairs  of  Australia  by  minorities.  I 
Je  not  think  that  the  people  of  Australia 
are  quite  prepared  for  anything  of  the  kind. 
I  trust  that  the  House  will  bear  with  me 
while  I  briefly  deal  with  the  reasons  under- 
lying the  principle  of  one  adult  one  vote. 
J(  is  held  that  the  liberty  of  every  person 
in  the  coramunitv  is  equally  precious  to  him  ; 
and  for  the  reason  that  a  minority  might 
otherwise  interfere  with  the  individual 
liberty  of  the  people,  it  is  consi- 
dereti  that  every  adult  should  have 
a  vote,  or,  in  other  words,  a  voice  in 
the  selectitm  of  men  to  make  the  laws  which 
ate  to  govern  him.  In  industrial  matters 
ire  are  delegating  our  authority  to  the  Con- 


ciliation and  Arbitration  Court.  We  are 
proposing  to  place  the  industrial  forces  of 
Australia  under  the  control  of  a  new  tri- 
bunal ;  we  are  proposing  to  place  powers 
which  this  House  has  not  attempted,  and 
couid  not  attempt,  to  exercise,  in  the  hands 
of  an  omniscient  Court.  We  are  engaged 
at  the  same  time  in  framing  certain  regu- 
lations for  the  guidance  of  that  Court ; 
and  in  dealing  with  them  we  should, 
as  democrats,  be  very  careful  to 
safeguard  the  individual  liberty  of  per- 
sons engaged  in  all  the  industrial  en- 
terprises of  Australia.  What  is  the  exact 
position  ?  We  find  that  the  Court  will  have 
power  to  interfere  with  the  liberty  of  a  man 
.employed  in  a  trade  by  compelling  him  to 
join  a  union  of  which  he  has  no  inclination 
to  become  a  member.  The  Court  will  be  able 
to  compel  that  man,  at  the  peril  of 
his  livelihood,  under  the  preference 
clause,  lo  contribute  to  the  benefit  funds  of 
that  union,  to  the  upkeep  of  its  secretary 
and  other  cheers,  and  to  the  maintenance 
of  all  its  machinery.  In  so  far  as  the  Court 
will  have  power  to  interfere  with  the  indi- 
vidual liberty  of  every  worker  in  Austra- 
lia, we  should  for  that  reason  be  very 
careful  to  see  that  it  shall  not  be  able  to 
impose  such  a  condition,  except  where  those 
applying  for  a  preference  are  prepared  to 
show  that  they  represent  an  absolute  majo- 
rity of  the  persons  who  will  be  affected  by 
the  award.  That  is  the  position.  Either, 
then,  the  Government,  seeking  to  avoid  an 
awkward  p(»ition  are  asking  the  House  on 
this  slight  pretext  of  an  immaterially 
altered  phraseology  to,  eo  to  speak,  *'  let 
them  off,"  or  they  are  seeking  to  impose 
minority  rule  in  the  regulation  of  all  the 
industrial  affairs  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Spence. — How  can  the  honorable 
member  say  that  ?  In  what  way  will  mino- 
rity rule  come  in? 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  think  that  it  is  fairly 
clear.  The  proviso  to  the  clause,  as  it 
now  stands,  reads — 

And  provided  further  that  no  such  preference 
shall  be  directed  to  be  given  unless  the  appli- 
cation for  such  preference  is  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Court  approved  by  a  majority  of  those  affec- 
ted by  the  award  who  have  interests  in  common 
with  the  applicants. 

In  other  words,  in  framing  rules  for  the 
guidance  of  the  Court,  we  have  provided 
that  it  shall  take  care,  before  acceding  an 
application  bv  an  organization  for  a  pre- 
ference, to  ascertain  that  it  represents  a 
majority  of  those  who  will  be  "  affected  by 
the  award."  Let  me  cite  as  an  illustra- 
tion the  union  of  domestic  servants,  which 


Digttized  by  Google 


40S4         Cenciliation  and    [REPRESENTATIVES.]    Arbiiraiion  Bill, 


is  yet  in  prospect,  and  in  which  the  honor- 
able member  for  Darling  will  most  likely  be 
interested.  The  honorable  member  has 
told  us  of  the  power  which  he  holds  over 
that  section  of  society.  He  has  told  us 
that  if  a  union  of  domestic  servants  were 
formed  he  would  be  able  to  work  up  such 
an  alarming  domestic  squabble  in  Melbourne 
that  it  would  socn  become  a  most  serious 
matter  for  all  Australia,  and  even  develop 
into  an  Inter-State  dispute.  If  the  honor- 
able member  had  his  choice,  that  union 
would  be  very  soon  in  process  of  formation. 
1 1  wou  Id  commence ,  I  presume,  w  it h  a 
membership  consisting  of  the  honorable 
member,  and  perhaps  four  or  five  others. 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — Is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber a  domestic  servant? 

Mr.  KELLY.— No;  but  his  philan- 
thropic spirit  would  naturally  lead  him  to 
see  that  they  secured  the  great  braefits  of 
this  measure.  I  hope  that  I  am  not  hurt- 
ing the  honorable  member's  feelings. 

Mr.  Spence. — I  have  none. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  had  often  suspected 
that  the  honorable  member  had  none,  but 
was  not  certain  about  the  matter  until  I  re- 
ceived his  assurance  The  union  of  do- 
mestic servants,  consisting,  perhaps,  of  ten 
or  twelve  persons,  might  apply  to  the  Court 
for  a  preference. 

Mr.  Spence. — It  oould  not  be  registered 
unless  it  had  at  least  lOo  members. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Then,  say  that  it  had  a 
membership  of  loo.  I  am  sure  that  the 
honorable  member's  personal  charms  would 
quickly  induce  lOo  dcKnestlc  servants  to  join 
the  union. 

Mr.  PovNTpN. — ^The  honorable  member 
does  not  say  much  for  the  intelligence  of 
the  Coiut,  when  he  suggests  that  an  ap- 
plication for  a  preference  by  a  union  of 
domestics,  consisting  of  only  loo  members, 
would  be  granted. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  am  arguing  the  ques- 
tion simply  ad  absurdum.  The  honorable 
member  will  have  an  opporturuty  later  on 
to  deal  with  it,  and  will  perhaps  argue 
in  the  same  way. 

Mr.  Spence. — I  wish  to  know  on  what 
ground  the  honorable  member  urges  that 
the  Government  are  attempting  to  secure 
minority  control. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  am  endeavouring  to 
put  before  the  honorable  member  my  rea- 
sons for  that  belief.  I  am  pointing  out 
that  if  he  were  at  the  head  of  a  union  of 
domestic  servants,  consisting  of  too  mem- 
bers, he  would  probably  go  to  the  Court, 
and  urge  that  it  substantially  represented 


those  engaged  in  the  indust  ry ,  beci 
there  was  no  one  else  to  represent  tl 
Who  better  could  represent  the  indij 
than  the  honorable  member  himself?  1 
could  say  that  the  union  did  not  sub^ 
tially  represent  it,  when  there  wasi 
one  else  to  speak  on  its  behalf,  but  t| 
with  whmn  the  honorable  member  was  ^ 
ciated  ?  He  would  be  able  to  apply 
behalf  of  the  union  for  a  preference.  ■ 

Mr.  Spence. — But  the  Judge  would 
be  bound  to  grant  the  application,  mfl 
because  of  what  the  applicant  said,  j 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  should  be  very  sorr} 
hear  of  a  Judge  doing  so;  but  I  am  m* 
putting  a  supposititious  case  before 
Committee.  If  tmder  this  Bill  a  union  ni 
go  before  the  Court,  and  urge  that  it  | 
stantially  represented  the  industry  aiTet; 
because  it  was  the  only  representative 
it,  that  would  be  a  very  dangerous  I 
towards  minority  rule. 

Mr.  Spence. — But  a  Judge  would' 
be  compelled  to  grant  the  application! 

Mr.  KELLY. — When  we  come  to  q 
unions,  having  greater  power  than  : 
which  the  domestic  servants'  union,  « 
the  hwiorable  member  is  going  to  fc 
would  have,  we  find  that  we  are  trat 
on  very  dangerous  ground.  A  union,  i 
sisting  of  4,000  out  of  10,000  persons 
ployed  in  a  particular  industry,  m 
apply  to  the  Court,  and  say,  throuph 
representatives,  "We  are  the  only  unicw 
this  industry,  and  desire  a  prefererj 
In  that  case,  the  Court  might  grant  | 
request,  with  the  result  that  6,000  perl 
— a  majority  of  the  persons  emploverl 
the  industry — who  had  no  wish  to  ben 
members  of  that  union,  or  thev  would  I 
since  have  done  so,  would  be  compel 
to  join  its  ranks,  to  subscribe  to  its  fi:l 
to  keep  its  benevolent  account  out  of  i 
Bankruptcy  Court,  and  to  keep 
machinery  well  greased,  and  in  good 
ing  order. 

Mr.  Spence. — In  what  way  would  1 
be  compelled  to  join  the  union? 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  think  that  I  have 
my  view  clearly  before  the  Cmnmittee.  1 
although  I  have  no  desire  to  be  discou 
ous,  I  do  not  wish  to  answer  the  honors 
member  again  and  again. 

Mr.  Spence. — ^There  would  be  no  pc| 
to  onnpel  them  to  join  the  union.  | 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  honorable  men^ 
says  that  we  should  tnist  the  Court.  Hi 
desires  to  trust  the  Court,  let  him  do 
But  let  him  first  enact  that  the  Court,  wl 
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6nds  that  there  is  a  majority  of  those  coll- 
ected with  an  industry  in  favour  of  the 
ranting  of  a  preference,  shall  then,  but  not 
itil  then,  grant  preference.  Honorable 
embers  opposite  seem  to  think  that  it 
ould  be  almost  impossible  to  carry  into 
Tect  that  proposal. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — ^There  is  no  doubt  that 
would.     I  have  had  over  twenty  years' 
x[erience  in  organizing,   so  I  ought  to 
now  something  about  the  matter. 

Mr.  K.ELLY. — In  my  opinion,  the  pro- 
is  not  unvvorjcable.  All  that  the 
ionorable  and  learned  member  for  Corinella 
squires  is  that  no  preference  shall  be  di- 
erted  to  be  given  unless  its  application  is 
Pjiroved  by  a  majority  of  those  "affected 
))  the  award."  It  is  luM  a  majority  of  those 
n:;aged  in  the  industry  that  is  required, 
riiai.  I  concede,  would  be  a  very  different 
natter. 

Mr.  Spence. — Is  not  the  whole  com- 
nuiiiiy  affected  by  any  award  ? 

Mr.  KELLY.— Surely    the  honorable 

Tiember  can  "  trust  the  Court  "  to  exercise  a 
rertain  degree  of  common  sense  in  a  matter 
3f  this  kind  ? 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — Cannot  the  bonorible 
PKmber  for  Wentworth  trust  the  Comt? 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  believe  in  trusting  the 
Court  throughout,  after  we  have  framed 
rules  for  its  guidance,  but  my  honorable 
friends  opposite  will  not  back  me  up.  I 

come  now  to  the  main  objection  to  the 
granting  of  an  indiscriminate  preference  to 
unionists.  In  my  opinion,  trades  unions  will 
best  achieve  the  noble  objects  which 
fhev  have  in  view  as  purely  volun- 
tary associations.  A  trades  union  which 
is  formed  to  maintain  and  increase 
the  standard  of  efficiency  in  the  trade 
to  which  its  members  belong,  to  give  sick 
pay  and  other  benefits  to  its  members,  and 
to  secure  the  best  exercise  of  its  powers  for 
i-'-^d.  must  be  purely  voluntary.  At  the 
puesent  time  they  are  voluntary.  No  one 
joins  them  unless  he  wishes  to  do  so;  and 
they  have  grown  in  strength  and  usefulness 
on  the  voluntary  basis.  But  the  mcmient 
that  that  basis  is  taken  from  them,  they 
will  cease  to  have  as  much  power  for  good 
as  they  have  now,  because  a  union  can  main- 
tain its  standard  of  efficiency  only  so  long 
as  its  members  are  desirous  of  assisting  in 
the  maintenance  of  that  standard,  and  can 
carry  out  its  beneficial  projects  to  ad- 
vantage only  so  long  as  its  members  desire 
to  make  use  of  them.  If  men  are  com- 
pelled to  join  unions,  however,  they  will 


not  have  at  heart  their  standards  of 

ciency,  nor  will  they  care  about  their 
beneficial  projects.  In  short,  if  unionism 
— I  speak  of  trades  unionism  as  opposed 
to  militant  unionism  —  is  to  remain  effi- 
cient, and  of  benefit  to  the  community,  as 
it  has  been  in  the  past,  it  should  not  seek 
to  use  the  Legislature  as  a  recruiting 
agency.  It  seems  to  me  that  when  it  does 
that,  it  strikes  at  the  nx^  of  its  usefulness. 
It  may  gain  temporary  strength  thereby,  but 
in  the  end  it  must  suffer.  Quite  apart  from 
the  question  of  minority  legislation  in  indus- 
trial matters,  I  hold  that  compulsory  pre- 
ference to  trades  imions  will  strike  at  the 
very  root  of  their  usefulness. 

Mr.  Watkins. — The  honorable  member 
has  asserted  that  unions  are  voluntary  con* 
cerns ;  but  the  decision  in  the  Taff  Vale 
case  brought  them  under  the  law. 

Mr.  KELLY. — If  the  honorable  member 
asks  me  to  express  an  opinion  on  that  case, 
I  would  remind  him  that  I  cannot  do  so 
without  breaking  the  Standing  Order  re- 
quiring relevance  in  debate.  I  hope  that 
some  honorable  member  will  follow  me 
who  will  inform  us  what  "  substantially 
represents "  really  means.  We  have  yet 
had  no  clue  to  the  purpose  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  asking  us  to  recommit  this  par- 
ticular clause.  We  have  been  told  that  what 
the  Government  propose  to  substitute  for  it 
is  practically  of  the  same  effect. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — If  so,  I  am  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  KELLY. — On  the  other  hand,  we  are 
told  that  what  the  Government  propose  is 
something  quite  different,  and  that  the  effect 
of  it  would  be  to  initiate  minority  rule  in 
industrial  legislation.  I  should  like  to  know 
which  contention  is  right 

Mr.  Tudor. — ^The  honorable  member  and 
others  will  not  allow  the  matter  to  be  dis- 
cussed. 

Mr.  KELLY. — We  are  discussing  it  now. 
Honorable  members  opposite  would  have 
allowed  the  recommittal  of  the  clause  to  go 
by  default. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — In  supporting  the  amend- 
ment, honorable  members  are  trying  to  pre- 
vent any  change  being  made  in  the  phrase- 
ology of  the  provision. 

Mr.  KELLY. — We  are  trying  to  compel 
the  Government  to  show  cause  for  the  re- 
committal of  the  clause.  I  do  not  think 
that  they  should  be  allowed  to  recommit  it, 
if  thev  propose  to  substitute  for  it  vague 
expressions  which  might  mean  anything. 
What  does  the  phrase  "  substantially  repre- 
sents "  mean  ? 
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Mr.  WiLKS. — The  Government  say  that 
their  proposal  is  "  substantially  "  the  same 
as  that  of  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Corinella. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Yes.  Therefore,  we  wish 
to  know  why  they  are  so  desirous  of  re- 
committing the  clause.  I  hold  that  it  is 
our  duty  to  prevent  them  from  wastinp;  time 
by  a  recommittal,  unless  they  can  show 
good  reason  for  asking  us  to  reconsider  the 
clause.  There  must  be  srane  motive  under- 
lying their  proposal  to  recommit  beyond 
the  desire  to  substitute  for  the  proposal  of 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Con- 
nella  one  that  is  substantially  the  same.  In- 
deed, I  cannot  ©mceive  that  all  they  wish  to 
do  is  to  filch  from  him  the  credit  of  it.  Until 
the  Government  tell  us  conclusively  what 
they  intend  to  propose,  and  put  before  us 
phraseology  which  is  clear  and  distinct,  we 
should  prevent  them  frcxn  wasting  tine  by 
the  reconsideraticm  of  this  clause  in  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling).— I  do  not  know 
whether  the  action  of  the  hffiiorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinella  and  others 

is  approved  of  by  the  two  leaders  of  the 
Opposition ;  but,  in  reference  to  the  cran- 
plaint  that  the  recommittal  of  the  clause 
would  lead  to  a  waste  of  time.  I  would  say 
that  the  real  waste  of  time  is  being  com- 
mitted in  discussing  twice  over  a  questiffli 
which  need  be  discussed  only  once.  It  must 
be  admitted  that  everv  honorable  member 
can,  in  Committee,  address  himself  to  the 
question  which  is  now  being  debated,  and, 
if  the  amendment  is  rejected,  as  I  think  it 
should  be,  the  present  discussion  will  have 
to  be  repeated  in  Committee.  It  must  not 
be  forgotten  that  the  proposed  Court  will 
be  very  different  from  the  ordinary  Courts, 
and  that  its  methods  must  be  more  elastic. 
The  President  of  the  Court  will  be  prac- 
tically the  arbitrator  in  all  industrial  dis- 
putes which  can  constitutionally  be  brought 
before  the  tribunal  over  which  he  presides. 
What  we  have  therefore  to  do  is  to  equip 
him  with  ample  power,  and  then  to  trust 
him  to  exercise  it  properly.  The  constant  ' 
chants  and  eralution  in  all  industrial  en- 
terprises are  such  as  no  Parliament  could 
effectively  deal  with.  Parliament  has  not 
the  necessar\'  machinery  to  overtake  these 
changes,  nor  the  cnaterial  evidence  necessary 
to  provide  for  them.  What  is  now  being 
proposed  is  to  lay  down  a  hard  and  fast 
rule  limitintr  the  power  of  the  Judge  in  re- 
gard to  a  particular  set  of  details. 
Those  who  would  impose  this  limitation 
do  not  contend  that  the  President  of  the 


Court  will  be  destitute  of  common  s 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  profess  to  be 
that  he  will  do  justice,  as  far  as  possibl 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — But  all  AcXs 
Parliament  limit  the  powers  of  the  Jut 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Arguments  based 
the  experience  gained  in  ordinary  C( 
are  of  little  avail  in  this  connexion,  btu 
the  limitation  of  the  power  of  the  J 
presiding  over  the  Arbitration  Court  w 
be  contrary  to  the  prirKiple  upon  w 
legislation  of  this  kind  must  be  based, 
fullest  power  must  be  given  to  settle  all 
putes,  and  to  deal  with  all  matters  of 
tail.  The  Judge  may  rery  well  be  le 
decide  as  to  whether  preference  shouI> 
granted  to  those  who  are  applying  fo 
The  Government  have  practically  adn 
the  Bill  brought  down  by  their  predeces 
That  was  generally  admitted  to  be  a  1 
drafted  measure,  but  it  contained  no 
provision  as  that  introduced  at  the  inst 
of  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
Corinella.  The  Government  now  mal 
proposal  which  is  intended  to  clear  up 
matter  dealt  with  in  the  amendment  refe 
to.  The  principle  of  their  proposa 
similar  to  that  of  the  present  proviso, 
am  surprised  that  honorable  members 
not  recognise  the  utter  impracticability 
the  proviso  as  it  stands.  The  honorable 
learned  member  for  Corinella  has  ha^ 
experience  of  the  working  of  trades  orj; 
zations,  and  he  may  not  be  able  to  for 
the  effects  of  his  proposal.  That  is  on 
the  difficulties  with  which  we  1 
had  to  deal  throughout  this  t 
sure.  Honorable  members  who  t 
had  no  experience  of  the  working  of  Iri 
organizations  have  proposed  aroendni 
which  manv  of  us  have  at  once  recogn 
as  utterly  impracticable.  There  is  no  . 
pute  as  to  the  principle  embodied  in 
proviso ;  the  Goverrmient  proposal  is 
tended  solely  to  render  it  workable,  an 
see  no  reason  why  the  mot  ion 
recommit  the  clause  should  be 
jected  to.  I  am  altogether  op^x 
to  the  proviso  as  it  stands,  and 
also  regard  the  proposal  which  the  : 
vernment  propose  to  submit  to  the  C3 
mittee  as  unnecessary.  I  take  it  that] 
amendment  is  being  brought  forward  in' 
ference  to  the  opinion  expressed  h\  I 
Committee,  and  by  wav  of  comproniiq 
hold,  however,  that  such  a  provision  is] 
necessary.  This  is  proved  by  the  m 
ricnce  gained  in  every  Arbitration  CouJ 
which  we  have  had  experience.  No  3 
limitation  as  that  suggested  has  been  p!| 
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pon  the  States'  Courts,  which  have  to  deal 
ith  a  very  much  larger  number  of  organi- 
itions  than  will  come  within  the  purview 
f  the  Federal  tribunal.  The  federated 
rgani2ations  may  be  larger  than  those 
hose  affairs  come  within  the  jurisdiction 
f  the  States'  Courts,  but  they  will  be  fewer. 
.0  limitation,  so  far  as  preference  is  con- 
eined,  is  placed  upon  the  power  of  the 
udges  in  the  States'  Courts.  Honorable 
aerabers  have  frequently  urged  that  we 
houM  be  guided  by  experience  in  all  these 
natters,  and  I  confidently  refer  them  to 
he  records  of  the  States'  Arbitration  Courts 
"or  proof  that  no  evil  has  arisen  from  vest- 
those  tribunals  with  full  power  to  give 
)reference  to  unionists.  I  defy  honorable 
nembers  to  quote  a  case  in  which  harm  has 
esulted  from  vesting  the  Court  with  un- 
ramelled  authority. 

Mr.  McWii-LiAMs.  —  The  amendment 
.imposed  by  the  Government  would  limit 
he  power  of  the  Judge  very  materially. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  Government  have 
recognised,  as  all  Governments  must, 
:he  feeling  of  the  Committee,  and 
they  are  attempting  to  put  into  work- 
ing form  a  provision  which  the  Com- 
mittee passed  hastily  and  without  fully 
understMiding  it  The  proposal  was  not 
discussed  by  the  mover  or  any  one  else.  I 
should  not  have  allowed  such  a  proposal  to 
pass  without  debate  if  I  had  for  one  mo- 
ment supposed  that  it  would  be  adopted.  I 
thought  that  it  would  have  been  rejected. 
If  it  had  been  discussed,  its  weakness  would 
have  been  recognised.  Now,  the  Govern- 
ment desire  that  we  should  recommit  the 
Bill,  in  order  that  we  may  insert  a  work- 
able provision  in  lieu  of  the  impracticable 
proviso  contained  in  the  Bill.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  satisfy  the  Court  that  the 
request  for  preference  was  approved  by  the 
majority  of  those  who  would  be  affected  by 
the  award.  The  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella,  and  other  honorable 
members,  have  had  a  great  deal  to  say  with 
regard  to  the  difficulty  of  interpreting  the 
nords  "substantially  represent,"  but  they 
(lave  been  silent  as  to  the  diflBculty  of  de- 
:iding  as  to  the  number  of  persons  who 
ffould  be  affected  by  an  award.  I  contend 
:hat  the  words  "affected  by  "  are  capable 
:>£  a  very  wide  interpretation.  The  mean- 
ing of  the  word  substantial  "  is  clear, 
nrhereas  it  will  be  difficult  to  interpret  the 
phrase  used  in  the  clause  as  it  now 
stands.  Many  of  the  objections  raised 
by  honorable  members  have  been  based 
upon  the  assumption  that  the  awards  of 
6z 


the  iCourt  will  have  a  very  far-reaching 
effect — that  they  will  affect  not  only  those 
who  are  immediately  engaged  in  a  dispute, 
but  the  conmiunity  generally.  It  is  pos- 
sible, therefore,  that  the  Judge  may 
place  a  very  wide  interpretation  upon  the 
words  "affected  by."  It  will  be  neces- 
sary for  the  unionists  who  are  applying  for 
preference  to  show  the  Judge  that  the  ma- 
jority of  those  affected  are  in  favour  of 
their  claim  being  granted.  If,  however, 
I  were  asked  to  present  a  case  for  the 
union,  of  which  I  happen  to  be  President, 
I  should  not  be  able  to  prove  that  we  had 
the  approval  of  the  majority  of  those  af- 
fected. 

Mr.  HtJTCHisoN. — ^We  might  believe  that 
we  had  the  approval  of  a  majority,  but 
be  unable  to  prove  it. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — We  might  be  able  to 
satisfy  the  Judge  that  we  represwited  the 
majority  of  those  engaged  in  the  industry ; 
but  how  could  we  prove  that  we  represented 
the  majority  of  those  affected?  Shear- 
ing work  is  intermittent  in  character.  The 
majority  of  the  men  work  only  for  about 
three  months  of  every  season ;  for  the  rest 
of  the  year  they  are  engaged  in  other  oc- 
cupations. They  do  not  go  out  shearing 
every  season,  and  no  complete  list  of  those 
who  follow  that  calling  is  available.  It 
would  be  necessary  to  take  a  census  and  to 
ask  every  man  whether  or  not  he  could  be 
classed  as  a  shearer. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — How  l«ig  does  a  shearer 
remain  a  shearer? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— No  one  can  say.  As 
has  been  pointed  out,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  ^faranoa  is  a  shearer,  although 
probably  he  has  not  followed  that  occupa- 
tion for  many  years.  I  describe  myself 
as  a  miner,  but  I  have  not  followed  that 
calling  for  many  years  past.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Grey  is  a  shearer. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — I  am  a  member  of  the 
Shearers'  Union^  and  I  suppose  that  I 
should  be  classified  as  a  shearer. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— It  woul.l  be  utterly 
impracticable  to  prove  that  the  applicants 
for  preference  represented  the  majority  of 
those  affected  by  the  award',  because  the 
majority  could  only  be  arrived  at  after  the 
total  of  those  affected  had  been  ascer- 
tained. No  one  could  say  how  many 
wharf  labourers,  or  how  many  shearers, 
there  were,  and  the  same  thing  would  apply 
to  many  other  callings. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — It  would  be  necessary 
to  have  a  roll,  and  to  hold  a  revision  court. 
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Mr.  SPENCE.— Exactly.  We  should 
require  to  compile  a  list  somewhat  similar 
to  an  electoral  roll,  and  we  can  midoatand 
what  trouble  would  be  involved  in  such  a 

case.  It  is  extraordinary  that  the  hcxior- 
able  and  learned  member  for  Corinella 
should  have  failed  to  recognise  that  his 
proviso  is  utterly  impracticable.  It  may 
be  that  he  knows  what  the  effect  would  be, 
namely,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
comply  with  the  condition  he  has  imposed, 
and  that  the  Court  would  thus  be  pre- 
vented  from  giving  preference  to  unionists. 
The  soomr  honorable  membus  realize  this, 
and  vote  straight  out  against  any  prefer- 
ence being  given  to  unionists,  the  better. 
I  should  have  no  hesitation  in  telling  the 
Judge  that  the  organization  to  which  I  be- 
long represented  the  majority  of  those 
who  work  at  shearing,  but  I  could  not  say 
that  it  represented  the  majority  of  those 
who  would  be  affected  by  his  award. 
When  men  go  out  shearing,  they  pay  their 
union  fees  for  the  season  during  which 
they  are  engaged  at  that  class  of  work, 
biU  when  they  do  not  go  out  they  become 
unfinancial,  and  no  further  record  of  them 
is  kept.  Similarly,  miners  pay  their  union 
fees  when  they  are  working,  but  not  when 
they  are  unemployed.  If  a  miner  goes 
away,  and  engages  in  some  other  occupa- 
tion, he  ceases  to  be  a  financial  member 
of  his  union.  If  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinella,  and  those 
who  support  him,  wish  the  Court  to  be 
prohibited  from  giving  preferenra,  let 
them  say  sa  I  dislike  underhand  methods 
of  achieving  an  object.  Let  honorable 
members  say  straight  out  what  they  mean. 
As  I  still  had  a  certain  degree  of  faith  in 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Corinella,  I  fully  expected  that  he  would 
have  accepted  the  proposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  I  am  surprised  that  he  should 
persist  in  retaining  a  proviso  which  would 
render  the  Bill  entirely  inoperative.  I 
think  that  I  can  claim  to  speak  with 
some  knowledge  of  trades  unicuis. 
I  can  assure  honorable  members  that  a 
perfect  storm  of  indignation  has  been 
aroused  by  some  of  the  amendments  which 
have  already  been  made  in  the  Bill,  and 
particularly  by  that  which  was  inserted  at 
the  instance  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinelli:.  Although  the  union 
with  which  I  am  associated  has  not  yet 
dealt  with  the  matter  officially.  I  know  that 
the  feeling  which  is  generally  expressed  by 
prominent  officers  of  that  and  other  or- 
ganizations is  opposed  to  registering  under 


this  Bill,  and  on  the  ground  that  in  its  1 
sent  form  it  is  utterly  usdesa.  Honorl 
members  who  have  supported  these  am^ 
ments  must  accept  the  responsibility  I 
their  handiwork.  Those  who  hc»estiy| 
sire  to  obtain  a  workable  measure  must 
tach  some  weight  to  the  (pinions  of 
perts,  who  can  speak  from  perscxial  kn 
ledge,  and  who  do  not  treat  the  Bill  in: 
flippant  manner  adopted  by  the  honorj 
member  for  Wentworth  and  those  whoj 
cupy  a  different  station  in  life-  That  i 
very  serious  matter  to  the  wcvldng  mani 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — It  will  be  a  serj 
matter  to  the  working  man  who  will  j 
himself  unable  to  obtain  employment,, 
cause  unionlists  have  been  awarded  j 
ference.  | 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Some  honorable  tn 
bers  who  have  bad  no  experioice  of  trj 
unions  claim  to  represent  the  vrorking  d 
How  can  they  sustain  th^r  claim?  I1 
may  represent  individuals,  but  they  cai 
speak  for  collective  bodies  of  worki 
In  a  matter  of  this  kind,  I  hold  that! 
opinions  of  those  connected  with  un 
should  carry  some  weight.  I  know 
the  question  of  granting  a  preference 
unionists  means  a  very  great  deal  to  n 
thousands  of  employ^  who  are  oonnei 
with  one  industry  alone.  j 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — Does  not  the  \* 
to  which  the  honorable  member  belongs, 
present  thousands  of  workers  who  arc 
members  of  trades  unions  ?  | 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Most  certainly  it  tl 
simply  because  the  non-members  of  unl 
tacitly  consent  to  the  proposals  of  their ! 
lows  who  can  speak  collectively.  Tl 
who  carelessly  hold  aloof  from  tri 
unions  are  in  reality  consenting  partiet 
their  own  class  oiiganizations.  In 
connexion  I  need  scarely  remind  honon 
members  that  a  very  large  nun 
of  those  who  do  not  belong  | 
trades  organizaticms  are  not  n^ 
sarily  non-unionists.  There  is  one  0 
point  which  I  desire  to  impress  upon  t 
orable  members.  The  granting  of  a  1 
ference  to  uniwiists  is  not  only  necesj 
because  it  is  essential  to  the  wor] 
of  this  measure  —  a  most  imij 
ant  consideraticHi  in  itself — but  also 
cause  it  is  desirable  to  give 
the  wcwkers  something  like  an  c^Mi 
of  opportunity  in  the  matter  of  eanf 
their  livelihood.  So  far  I  have  not  h« 
any  honorabi  e  member  object  to  t  r  .j 
unions  as  such.     It  it.  most  extraordiij 
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lat  the  opponents  of  the  preference  pro- 
osal  should  attempt  to  justify  their  atti- 
ide  upon  the  ground  that  the  adop- 
on  of  that  provision  would  opeiate 
nfairly  in  the  case  of  those  who 
0  not  choose  to  join  trades  unions, 
^'e  ask  that  a  preference  shall  be  extended 
3  unionists  in  order'that  they  may  be  gimi 
n  equal  opportunity  to  obtain  work.  In 
he  absence  of  such  a  preference  they  have 
an  equal  opportunity  with  the  noa- 
nembers  of  unions  of  securing  employ- 
nent. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — If  the  honorable 
nonber  holds  that  view,  how  can  he  sup- 
x>rt  the  proposal  of  the  Government? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  can  only  discuss  one 
juestion  at  a  time.  The  proposal  of  the 
Soremment  is  not  before  us.  The  oppor- 
unity  to  discuss  it  has  been  denied  to  us 
ly  honorable  members  opposite.  1  would 
xiint  out  that  a  considerable  percentage 
ii  employers  prefer  to  engage  unionists  to 
my  other  workmen.  A  large  percentage 
nerely  seek  to  obtain  the  services  of  men 
A'bo  are  able  to  perform  the  work  for  which 
hey  are  engaged.  They  do  not  concern 
themselves  with  the  question  of  whether 
their  employ^  are  unionists  or  otherwise. 
There  is.  however,  a  still  larger  per- 
centage of  employers  who  will  not  engage 
a  unkmist  if  tEey  can  secure  the  services 
of  a  non-unionist,  and  who  are  prepared  to 
offer  the  latter  improved  conditions  to  pre- 
vent him  from  joining  a  trades  organization. 
Vpon  the  whole,  therefore,  I  maintain  that 
the  non-member  of  a  unicm  has  an  advan- 
tage over  the  unionist  in  the  matter  of  ob- 
taining employment  The  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta  knows  that  what  I  am  say- 
ing is  correct.  It  is  the  practice  of  a  num- 
ber of  employers  to  boycott  unicmists.  To 
defeat  that  practice  we  must  offer  a  pre- 
ference to  then.  I  need  scarcely  point  out 
that  the  non-member  of  a  union  makes  no 
sacrifice  for  the  maintenance  of  fair  condi- 
tions under  which  be  may  earn  his  liveli- 
hood. He  leaves  the  entire  burden  to  be 
borne  by  the  unionists.  The  latter  not 
only  have  to  risk  their  employment,  to  con- 
tribute to  the  maintenance  of  trades  orcan- 
izalions,  which  secure  for  them  improved 
conditions,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they 
have  less  chance  of  obtaining  work  than 
ha^-e  non-members  of  imions.  Conse- 
quently, I  say  ^at  if  collective  bargaining 
is  to  be  the  basis  of  this  Bill  it  is  neces- 
suy  that  we  should  extend  a  preference 
to  unionists.  I  take  it  that  this 
legislation  has  been  introduced  to 
6  z  2 


provide  a  rranedy  for  industrial  dis 
putes,  and  to  maintain  fair  conditions 
between  employers  and  employes.  Ko 
thing  can  be  done  in  the  absence  of  collec- 
tive bargaining.  It  is  only  through  indus- 
trial organizations  that  we  can  pnmnte 
industrial  peace.  To  my  mind  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Wannon  made 
a  most  extraordinary  statement  this  after- 
noon. Seeing  that  it  emanated  frcun  a  legal 
luminary,  it  fairly  staggered  me. 
He  declared  that  this  Bill  contains  no  pro- 
vision which  will  prevent  men  from  leaving 
their  employment,  despite  the  fact  that  we 
have  all  along  been  assured  that  under  it 
employes  cannot  collectively  discontinue 
work.  I  think  that  if,  under  its  operation, 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  advised 
a  body  of  men  to  quit  their  employment 
without  giving  due  notice  ta  their  employers 
he  would  find  that  he  had  made  a  mistake 

Mr.  Hutchison. — ^Any  person  can  break 
a  law,  but  the  point  is  that  he  is  liable  to 
punishment  for  so  doing. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— There  is  no  doubt  in 
my  mind  that  this  Bill  will  prevent  strikes 
by  depriving  the  workmen  of  power  to  leave 
their  employment  collectively. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — Nothing  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — Every  authority  upon 
the  subject  entertains  a  different  view  frran 
that  expressed  by  the  honorable  member. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  several  of  the  clauses 
in  this  measure  declare  that  when  an  indus- 
trial dispute  occurs,  the  work  in  the  particu- 
lar industry  affected  must  continue.  The 
men  cannot  discontinue  their  employment  as 
a  body,  because  that  is  a  punishable  offence. 
If  a  dispute  arises,  they  are  oompelled 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  to  carrj' 
on  the  industry  affected  imtil  that  dispute 
has  been  settled. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS.— When  it  has  been 
settled,  cannot  a  man  leave  his  employment 
after  having  given  due  notice? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  am  dealing  with  the 
statement  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Wannon,  who  declared  that  the 
I  employes  could  leave  their  work  in  a  body. 
[  That  statement  is  pure  non-sense.    In  sup- 
port of  his  contention  he  quoted  the  Teralba 
cise,  which  has  been  previously  mentioned. 
T  Iiold  that  it  is  necessary  to  extend  a  pre- 
fereiKe  to  unionist.s,  for  the  reasons  which  I 
have  advanced.    The  amendment  which  was 
carried  at  the  instanc*;  of  the  honorable  and 
lenrned  member  for  Corinella,  provides  that 
before  any  such  preference  shall  be  granted 
'  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the^emplojj^ 
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affected  by  the  award  of  the  Court  shall 
be  obtained.  What  dona  that  mean  ?  The 
furniture  trade  in  Melbourne  is  practically 
monopolixed  by  the  Chinese.  Under  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member,  before  a  preference  could  be 
granted  to  unionists,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  obtain  the  consent  of  a  large  number  of 
the  Chinese  engaged  in  that  industry,  be- 
cause the  European  employes  constitute  a 
minority.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  fCorinella 
desires  to  place  the  furniture  trade  exclu- 
sively in  the  hands  of  Chinese,  but  that 
would  be  the  eflfect  of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Uamford.— The  Chinese  engaged  in 
that  trade  out -number  the  Europeans  by  six 
to  one. 

Mr.  SPENCE— I  believe  it  is  a  fact 
that  they  immensely  out-number  the  Euro- 
pean furniture  makers. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— How  could  a  dis- 
pute affecting  Melbourne  alone,  be  brought  j 
imder  the  operalion  of  this  Bill? 

Mr.  SPENCE.~I  am  surprised  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  should 
favour  such  a  proposal.  He  is  an  old  trades 
unionist,  who  received  his  training  amongst 
the  staunchest  unionists  in  the  world — I  re- 
fer to  the  coal  miners.  He  understands 
something  about  this  matter,  and  I  did  not 
include  him  in  the  category  of  those 
who  voted  upon  the  amendment  in 
ignorance  of  what  its  effect  would  be. 
Unions  relating  to  the  furniture  trade  are, 
like  most  other  bodies  of  a  similar  kind, 
rapidly  federating,  and  as  soon  as  that 
work  has  been  completed  Inter-State  dis- 
putes may  readily  arise.  In  that  event,  if 
an  organization  applied  to  the  Court  to  grant 
a  preference  to  unionists,  it  would  have  to 
show  that  it  represented  a  majoritv  of  all 
persons  likely  to  be  affected  by  the  award, 
including  the  Chinese  cabinet-makers  of 
Melbourne  nnd  other  cities.  Then,  again, 
let  us  consider  for  a  moment  what  would  be 
the  position  in  regard  to  seamen.  It  is  ad- 
mitted that  the  rejection  of  certain  clauses 
may  render  it  imnos.sible  for  certain  seamen 
to  come  under  this  Bill  ;  but,  upon  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Navigation  Bill,  vessels  on  which 
lascars  are  employed  will  be  brought  under 
the  control  of  the  Court.  Consequently, 
under  the  clause  as  it  stands,  it  would  l  o 
necessary  for  the  Federated  Seamen's  Union, 
in  applying  for  a  preference,  to  show  that 
it  repre.sented  a  maiority  of  those  to  I'-r 
affected  by  the  award,  including  lascar  s'  a- 
Ex-ery  one  knows  that  one  European 


sailor  can  do  as  much  work  as  can  tw4 
even  three,  lascars,  yet  the  latter  would 
equal  voting  power.  Although  they  ret 
only  X5S.  per  m<mth,  as  against  jQ6  and 
a  month  paid  to  European  sailors,  I 
would  have  equal  voting  powers  u 
the  honorable  and  learned  member's  a.i^ 
ment. 

Mr.  Bamford. — ^As  a  matter  of  fact; 
physical  weakness  of  the  lascar  would  | 
to  an  increase  in  his  voting  strength^ 
cause  three  lascars  are  employed  to  dc 
work  of  one  ordinary  European  seanu 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Exactly.  How  xJ 
it  be  possible  to  obtain  their  consent  to  i 
an  applicadoi?  There  is  no  xnachj 
provided  in  the  Bill,  nor  is  any  propose 
enable  effect  to  be  given  to  the  hcmol 
and  learned  member's  amendment.  W< 
pect  much  from  the  lawyers ;  but  not 
legal  member  of  the  House  has  framed 
proposal  that  would  enable  the  opinio 
lascar  seamen  to  be  ascertained,  alth 
such  machinery  would  be  necessary  to  l 
the  provision  workable.  It  would  be  ti 
sary  to  prepare  a  list  of  the  seamen, 
to  put  before  the  Court  scnnething  v 
might  reasonably  be  regarded  as  evi<i 
that  the  union  had  the  approval  of  j 
men.  What  evidence  would  the  Coui 
quire  in  regard  to  the  position  taken  u| 
Chinese  cabinet -workers  on  an  applici 
t^'  the  furniture  trades  unions  for  a  pr 
ence  ?  The  Chinese  are  most  astute, 
evade  the  law  to  a  greater  extent  than 
any  other  section  of  the  community, 
so  with  the  lascars.  The  Court  woultj 
be  justified  in  accepting  a  mere  statanei 
the  part  of  an  (Acer  or  an  organization^ 
the  lascars  had  consented  to  an  applicj 
for  a  preference  to  unitniist  seamen, 
would  have  to  present  a  statement,  com] 
from  ships'  books,  showing  that  a ; 
tain  number  of  these  men  were  ' 
ployed,  and  that  a  \"ote  had  been  t 
to  ascertain  their  opinions  on 
subject .  The  amendment,  wh  ich 
carried  on  the  motion  of  the  hono^ 
and  learned  member  for  Corinella,  wai 
attempt  to  introduce  something  enti 
foreign  to  the  main  principle  of  the  Biil 
would  be  absolutely  unworkable.  If 
orable  members  desire  to  wreck  the 
they  will  do  welt  to  vote  for  the  retei 
of  the  clause  as  it  stands;  but  if.  or 
other  hand,  they  are  honest  in  their  pn 
tation,  that  they  fax'our  the  principle 
conciliation  and  arbitration,  they  xxill  i 
port  the  Government  proposal.  Tf  wej 
vide  that  aij  OTj^ni^i^gJglying  fl 
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preference,  shall  show  that  it  substantially 
represents  the  majority  of  persons  likely  to 
DC  affected  by  the  award,  the  Judge  will 
tiave  a  discretionary  power.     There  is  a 
limit  to  the  length  to  which  we,  as  a  paitjr, 
mav  go,  and  I  contend  that  it  would  be  posi- 
tively wicked  for  us  to  accept  an  amendment 
which  is  calculated  to  seriously  impair  the 
working  of  a  clause  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance to  unionists.      It  is  obvious  that  the 
Government  are  endeavouring  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  those  who  say  that  some  limitation 
to  the  power  to  grant  a  preference  is  neces- 
sary.   They    have   prepared  ari  amend- 
menl)  providing  that  an  organization  when 
applying   for   a   preference  shall  show 
that  it  substantially  represents  a  majority 
of  those  to  be  affected  by  the  award,  beca.use 
thev  recognise  that  it  would  be  exceedingly 
difficult  to  obtain  proof  that  an  application 
was  supported  by    an    absolute  majority. 
Thev  have  gone  as  far  as  they  can  be  rea- 
sonably expected  to  go,  and  it  is  remarkable 
that  honorable  members  are  not  prepared 
at  once  to  accept  their  proposal.    The  Go- 
vernment proposition  would  really  carry  out 
the  object  which  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella  and  those  who  sup- 
port his  amendment  have  in  view.  It 
would  go  a  step  further  than  the  arbi- 
tration laws  of  Australia  and  New  Zealand. 
How  much  further  are  we  to  go?   I  think 
that  I  shall  be  justified  in  referring  at  this 
stage  to  incidents  associated  with  an  iii- 
(lustrv  in  which  I  am  interested,  even  if  it 
be  only  to  show  the  need  for  a  measure  of 
this  kind.   An  organization  which  was  char- 
acterized by  the  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney  as  one  that  is  run  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  CTiployers — I  refer  to  tlie 
Machine  Shearers'  Union— has  lately  been 
rather  conspicuous.    A  man  whom  I  know 
was  recently  engaged  in  Melbourne,  and 
was  given  a  list  of  places  in  which  he  would 
be  able  to  secure  employment  as  a  shearer. 
He  was  told,  however,  that  before  that  em- 
ployment would  be  forthcoming  it  would  be 
necessary  for  him  to  pay  a  subscription  of 
7s.  6d.  to  the  Machine  Shearers'  Union, 
and  also  to  lodge  a  deposit  of  He 
complied  with  these  conditions,  but  after 
lieing  kept  waiting  for  some  time,  was  told 
that  he  could  not  be  given  work.   At  first 
his  demand  for  a  refund  of  his  money  was 
refused,  and  it  was  only  when  he  threatened 
to  take  legal  proceedings  that  he  secured  the 
return  of  his  deposit.    The  subscription  fee 
of  7s.  6d.  has  not  yet  been  refunded.  This 
shows  that  men  are  compelled  to  join  a 
certain  union,  in  the  interests  of  employers, 


in  order  to  obtain  employment,  and  that 
they  are  requested  to  pay  a  membersEip  fee 
even  before  work  is  obtained  for  them.  The 
Workers'  Union  does  not  lay  down  any  such 
stipulation.     A  man  is  invited  to  join 
the    Union,    but    is    not    asked    to  at 
once  pay  his  contribution  to  it.    He  is 
allowed  practically  to  work  his  shed  out 
before  being  called  on  to  pay  his  subscrip- 
tions, the  desire  of  the  Union  being  that  he 
shall  first  have  an  opportunity   to  send 
some  money  to  his  family.      In  the  case 
of  the  Machine  Shearers'  Union,  however, 
a  man  is  required  to  pay  his  subscription 
even  before  work  is  found  for  him.  Tlie 
incident  to  which  I  have  referred  shows 
the  necessity  for  some  such  Bill  as  this. 
By  resorting  to  such  a  system,  the  em- 
ployers may  create  intolerable  conditions. 
Under  the  Bill,  as  it  stands,  nen  \\\^\  be 
prohibited  from  organizing  a  strike;  they 
will  be  placed  in  an  almost  helpless  posi- 
tion, and  compelled,  it  may  be,  to  liv^  prac- 
tically under  conditions  of  slavery.  The 
situation  is  a  very  serious  one,  and  no  con- 
sideration should  intervene  to  prevent  us 
from  passing  a  law  which  is  so  urgently  re- 
quired.   The  Bill  is  not  as  perfect  as  I 
should  like  it  to  be;  but,  so  far  as  the 
question  of  preference  is  concerned,  1  am 
prepared  to  strain  a  point,  and  lo  accept 
the    Government    amendment,  because  I 
think  it  will  be  workable.    It  is  in  keep- 
ing with  what  has  been  the  general  prac- 
tice.   On  a  previous  occasion  I  mentioned 
that,  in  granting  preferences  to  unionists, 
the  New  Zealand  Conciliation  and  Arbi- 
tration Court  was  guided  by  the  member- 
ship of  the  applicant  unions,  and  that  in 
most  cases  the  unions  fairly  represented  a 
majority  of  those  engaged  in  the  industry. 
The  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Wannon  was  able  to  cite  only  three  cases 
'  dealt  with  by  the  New  South  Wales  Arbi- 
tration Court   in  which  that  was  not  the 
position.    Much  has  been  said  about  the 
case  of  the  Broken  Hill  miners.  One 
may  be  easily  misled  by  the  figures,  how- 
ever, because  the  Broken  Hill  mines  em- 
ploy a  number  of  men  who  are  not  actually 
working  underground.    I  have  not  before 
me  the  details  of  the  application  for  an 
award,      but    .  I      know      that  the 
underground     miners     always     play  a 
prominent    part    in    such    matters,  and 
when  we  separate  the   number  actually 
concerned  in  the  award  from  those  who 
were  not,  we  find  that  the  union  represented 
a  very  large  proportion  of  those  employed 
in  the  mines.     I  hope  that  the  proposal  to 
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limit  the  discussion  of  this  measure  to  the 
House  will  be  rejected.  We  have  reached 
the  final  stages,  and  should  have  regard  to 
the  fact  that  many  thousands  of  men  having 
families  dependent  upon  them  are  hoping 
to  secure  by  the  passing  of  this  Bill  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  social  justice.  That  fact 
should  over-ride  all  other  considerations. 
Whatever  may  be  our  view  as  to  who  is 
best  fitted  to  carry  on  the  Government  of 
the  Commonwealth,  I  hold  that  we  should 
not  sacrifice  this  measure  merely  because 
of  any  party  feeling. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — ^Why  make  a  party 
question  of  this  amendment? 

Mr.  SPENCE.  —  Because  we  have 
reached  a  certain  stage  at  which  it  is  neces- 
sary to  do  so.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Corin- 
ella  has  made  out  no  case  against  the  Go- 
vernment proposal ;  he  has  certainly  failed 
to  show  that  we  should  refrain  frtxn  iecom> 
mitting  the  clause.  It  can  be  better  dis- 
cussed in  Ccnnmittee. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMs.— Why  ? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Because  in  Committee 
we  can  make  such  alterations  as  may  be 
necessary.  When  we  are  in  Committee  an 
honorable  member  is  at  liberty  to  bring  for- 
ward any  proposal  that  specially  commends 
itself  to  him,  and  to  move  that  it  be  car- 
ried into  effect;  but  in  the  House  he  can 
make  only  one  s[»ech. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS.  —  That  is  quite 
enough. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— It  may  be  too  much  for 
some  honorable  members,  but  the  practice 
of  dealing  with  a  Bill  in  Committee  is  a 
time-honoured  one,  which  we  liave  copied 
from  the  mother  of  Parliaments.  We  are 
able  to  thresh  out  all  the  de- 
tails of  a  Bill  much  more  readily 
in  Committee  than  in  the  House. 
The  objection  has  been  taken  to  the  pro- 
visicHi  which  the  Government  wish  to  sub- 
stitute for  that  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella,  that  its  language 
is  not  clear;  but  that  defect  might  be 
remedied  in  Committee.  I  am  losing  my 
faith  in  the  honorable  and  learned  member. 
At  the  start,  I  thought  he  was  a  friend  of 
the  Bill,  and  I  hope  that  he  is  not  even 
now  entirely  an  enemy  to  the  measure; 
but  if  the  clause  as  amended  by  him  is 
passed  into  law,  it  will  ruin  the  Bill. 

Mr.  McCay. — That  is  a  matter  of 
opinion. 

Mr.  Watson. — Honorable  members  op- 
posite know  that  it  will  do  so,  and  I  hope 
that  the  country  will  know  it,  too. 


Mr.  SPENCE.— The  Government  I 
been  charged  with  desiring  to  retain  ai 
but  if  that  charge  were  true,  would  1 
declare  this  to  be  a  vital  issue,  suppo 
that  they  did  not  firmly  believe  that 
provision  would  make  the  measure 
operative?  Can  a  Labour  ftfinistry  aj 
to  place  upon  the  statute-book  a  mea: 
which  they  know  would  be  unworka 
from  the  fact  that  the  unicms  would  dec 
to  register  under  it?  The  Govenmienc 
really  going  further,  in  suggesting  the  c 
promise  which  has  been  put  forward,! 
I  should  feel  inclined  to  go  if  I  wen 
power.  They  are  trying  to  meet  the  < 
tention  of  the  honorable  and  learned  m 
ber  for  Corinella,  that  evidence  she 
be  placed  before  the  Court  which  w< 
guide  it  as  to  the  real  facts  of  the  c 
I  know  that  over  and  over  again  uni 
have  come  to  terms  with  employers,  ur 
which  it  has  been  arranged  that  prefert 
shall  be  given  to  their  m^bers.  I 
once  seoetary  to  a  xaaon  which  had 
arrangement  with  the  employers  in  a  1 
trict  that  no  one  who  was  not  a  men 
of  the  union,  and  had  not  paid  his  f' 
should  be  allowed  to  work  in  it ;  \ 
similar  arrangements  are  quite  coaunon 
American  agreements.  No  <Mie  can  show  I 
this  has  caused  any  harm.  The  Govemni 
are  going  a  long  way  to  meet  honors 
members  opposite  in  agreeing  1| 
a  majority  of  those  concerned  must  i 
for  a  preference  before  it  can  be  grar 
by  the  Court;  but  whereas  they  are 
opinion  that  the  Judge  should  be  sati^i 
that  those  applying  fen  the  preference  s 
stantially  represent  the  majority — and  < 
dence  could  be  given  to  sustain  that  pi 
tion — honorable  members  opposite  wish 
existence  of  the  majority  to  be  absolui 
proved.  I  could  show  that  the  Austral 
Workers'  Union  substantially  repress 
those  connected  with  the  shearing  and  fl 
toral  industry  of  New  South  Wales,  bu 
could  not  mathematically  prove  that  ii 
presents  a  majority  of  the  persons  c(»mec 
with  that  industry.  I  appeal  to  those  ^ 
wish  to  see  this  Bill  passed  to  accept  1 
offer  of  the  Government,  and  to  vote  acai 
the  amendment  to  the  mc^ion  to  go  i 
Committee.  We  cannot  hide  from  1 
selves  the  fact  that  the  Government  c.^ 
into  power  because  of  a  stand  made  on  <; 
of  the  clauses  of  this  Bill.  A  majni 
supported  the  position  which  the  meml> 
of  the  Labour  Party  then  took  up.  Si: 
then,  we  have  navigated  the  Bill  throu 
its  Committee  stages.  Will  honorable  me 
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>ers,  therefore,  be  honest  in  voting  against 
he  proposed  leconunittal  ?  If  they  do  so, 
rill  they  not  be  actuated  by  the  desire  to 
>lace  some  other  party  in  power? 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Who  threw  out  the 
:halienge? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— No  challenge  has  been 
ihrown  out ;  but  the  Government  would  be 
recreant  to  their  duty,  and  unworthy  of  sup- 
port, if  they  agreed  to  the  passing  of  a 
measure  which  they  knew  would  be  worth- 
less.     It  may  be  a  new  feature  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  affairs  of  the  Comnon- 
wealth  to  have  a  Government  which  has  the 
courage  to  take  this  stand.     The  Govern- 
ment are  prepared  to  go  further  than  their 
supporters  would  like  to  go,  and  further 
than  those  outside  who  take    an  active, 
interest  in  these  matters  wish  to  go.  Under 
the  circumstances,  it  looks  as  if  honorable 
members  opposite  were  trying  to  put  the 
Government  out  of  office  because  they  think 
they  will  gain  popularity  for  opposing  the 
giving  of  preference  to  unionists.  Those 
who  honestly  desire  to  make  the  clause  per- 
fect wilt  not  vote  against  the  motion  for  a 
recommittal.    The  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella  and  others  know  that 
the  clause  could  be  discussed  more  freely 
in  Committee  than  in  the  House.    Does  he 
take  up  the  position  that  its  drafting  is  ab- 
solutely perfect,  so  that  not  a  letter  or  word 
in  it  should  be  altered?    Either  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  and  those  who  sup- 
port him  are  afraid  of  the  result  of  going 
into  Committee,  or  there  is  something  be- 
hind his  amendment.    It  has  already  been 
insinuated  that  the  object  in  view  is  not 
that  which  is  ostensible.    If  so,  let  it  be 
stated.  The  Government  are  open  and  above- 
board,  and  the  party  which  supports  them 
say  what  they  want.   Will  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  sacrifice  the  interests  of  the 
masses  outside  merely  to  obtain  possession 
of  the  Treasury  benches?    Those  who  are 
taking  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to  dis- 
place the  Government  are  the  enemies  of 
the  unions. 

ilr.  TlfcWiLLiAHS. — The  party  (o  which 
the  honorable  member  belongs  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  oust  the  Deakin  Government  under 
similar  circumstances. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  do  not  know  how 
many  leaders  of  the  Opposition  there  may 
be  now ;  but  it  is  a  somewhat  suspicious  cir- 
cumstance that  neither  of  the  two  principal 
leaders  have  yet  spoken  on  the  amendment. 
Do  honorable  gentlemen  oppose  the  motion 
to  go  into  Committee  because  they  think 
that  they  can  obtain  an  extra  vote  if  the 


division  is  taken  with  Mr.  Speaker  in  the 
chair  ?  That  has  been  suggested.  It  will  be  a 
discredit  to  the  Parliament  if  a  measure  of 
this  kind,  which  means  so  much  to  thou- 
sands of  persons  outside,  is  defeated  merely 
to  secure  the  downfall  of  the  Government. 
I  am  certain  that  the  present  Administra- 
tion are  not  afraid  to  take  the  chances  of 
defeat,  but  surely  the  Bill  should  not  be 
used  as  a  weapon  against  them.  If  we  are 
to  have  a  party  fight,  let  it  be  an  open  one. 
Does  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney  think  that  he  can  detain  possession 
of  the  Treasury  benches  without  moving  a 
motion  of  censure? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  not  now  in  order. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Perhaps  I  am  not,  but 
I  think  it  best  to  speak  plainly,  and  I  can- 
not help  saying  that  the  position  is  very 
peculiar.  I  beseech  honorable  members  to 
allow  this  Bill  to  be  got  out  of  the  way  be- 
fore the  decks  are  cleared  for  action.  The 
amendment  carried  bv  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinella  was  moved 
immediately  after  a  division  had  been  taken, 
and  very  few  honorable  members  really 
understood  it.  I  believe  that  copies  of  it 
had  not  been  distributed. 

Mr.  McCay. — ^Yes;  it  was  printed  and 
distributed. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I,  for  one,  would  cer- 
tainly have  opposed  it,  for  the  reason  which 
I  have  urged  against  it  this  afternoon,  that 
it  would  make  the  Bill  ineffective,  had  I 
had  an  opportunity  to  do  so. 

Mr.  McCay. — The  honorable  member 
said  that  he  would  accept  it. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  am  willing  to  go  a 
lone  way  to  arrive  at  a  compromise  in  this 
matter ;  but  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  appears  not  to  recognise  that  the 
Government  are  trying  to  make  an  unwork- 
able and  impossible  provision  capable  of 
application.  If  he  were  sincere  in  his  de- 
sire to  improve  the  Bill,  he  would  accept 
the  compromise  they  offer,  instead  of  stir- 
ring up  a  fight  uncler  very  suspicious  cir- 
cumstances. I  challenge  the  leaders  of  the 
Opposition  and  their  lieutenants  to  say 
what  is  meant  by  their  action.  The  Go- 
vernment have  been  outspoken.  Let  us 
first  of  all  get  rid  of  this  Bill,  which  will 
give  relief  to  thousands  who  are  in  difficul- 
i  ties  which  are  daily  becoming  worse.  Do 
not  let  us  have  a  fight  over  what  is  merely 
a  paltry  lawyers'  quibble  about  words.  The 
clause,  as  it  stands,  is  unworkable,  and  the 
unions  would  decline  to  register  under  it, 
and  thus  the  securing  of  industrial  peace 
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would  be  impossible.  Let  us  first  pass  this 
measure,  and  then,  if  we  are  to  have  a 
fight,  let  it  be  on  a  plain  issue. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS  (Franklin).— The 
honorable  member  for  Darling  has  made 
a  rather  unfair  charge  against  the  hcHK^:- 
able  and  learned  member  for  Corinella — 
one  which,  I  think,  any  honorable  mem- 
ber should  be  very  slow  to  make.  He 
has  also  stated  that  those  who  are  voting 
against  the  proposal  to  go  into  Committee 
have  some  ulterior  object. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — Is  there  any  doubt 
about  that? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— Let  us  consider 
the  exact  position. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — ^The  object  is  either 
to  wreck  the  Bill  or  to  wreck  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  is  to  do  both. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  honorable 
member  for  Bourke  voted  for  one  of  the 
amendments '  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — I  shall  vote  to  keep 
out  of  office  the  right  honorable  member 
for  East  Sydney. 

ilr.  McWILLIAMS.— It  is  only  neces- 
sary for  us  to  cast  our  minds  back  to  an- 
other stage  in  the  history  of  this  Bill, 
when  the  Deakin  Government  took  a  stand 
upon  a  principle  which  they  regarded  as 
vital,  and  told  the  House  that  if  they 
were  defeated  they  would  resign.  Did 
honorable  members  opposite  then  sav  to 
the  Deakin  Government,  "You  should  not 
make  this  a  vital  question." 

Mr.  SpENCE. — Yes,  certainly  we  did 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— Which  did  they 
put  first,  the  fate  of  the  Government,  or 
their  own  principles? 

Mr.  Spence. — ^There  is  no  principle  in- 
volved in  the  present  case. 

Mr.  McWILLIA^ilS.— There  is  a  great 
principle. 

An  Honorable  Member. — The  principle 
of  killing  the  Arbitration  Bill  is  all  the 
honorable  member  sees  in  it. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— There  is  the  prin- 
ciple that  we,  the  true  representatives  of 
majority  rule  

Mr,  Tudor." — Who  are  the  true  represen- 
tatives of  majority  rule?  The  honorable 
member  was  returned  by  a  smaller  vote  than 
any  representative  in  this  House. 

An  Honorable  Member. — The  honorable 
member  onlv  got  in  bv  accident. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  am  quite  pre- 
pared to  face  the  electors  at  any  time,  and 


I  think  my  chances  would  be  quite  as  gc 
as  those  of  honorable  members  who  are  n 
making  such  a  great  fuss,  and  who  are  mi 
more  afraid  than  I  am  to  iaxx  their  o 
stiturats. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^The  honorable  m 
her  will  see. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— The  late  Gove 
cnent  took  their  stand  upon  one  of  the  pi 
ciples  of  the  Bill,  and  regarded  it  as  vil 
and  the  members  of  the  Labour  Party  va 
for  their  principles  and  left  the  Gove 
ment  to  take  their  chance.  That  is  exac 
the  position  which  I  take  up  on  the  pres 
occasion. 

Mr.  Spence. — ^There  is  no  principle 
volved  as  between  the  Government  propc 
and  the  proviso  now  in  the  BiU. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— Yes,  there  is. 

say  that  there  should  be  no  preference  gi' 
to  unionists  unless  they  represent  the  i 
joritv  of  those  interested  in  the  partict 
calling  affected. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — So  do  we. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— It  has  been  sta 
that  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  s 
learned  member  for  Corinella  was  : 
printed  and  distributed.  That  is  itot  c 
rect,  because  it  was  printed  and  was  in 
hands  of  honorable  members  two  days  i 
fore  the  vote  was  taken.  I  have  a  copy 
the  amendment,  which  is  dated  23rd  Jun 

Mr.  Hutchison. — The  matter  was 
discussed. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— The  whole  m 
ter  was  discussed  for  nearly  a  week. 

Mr.  Watson. — Not  the  amendment  il 
was  adopted.  ' 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— What  is  the  1 
of  our  quibbling  over  this  small  poii 
The  debate  ranged  over  the  question  as 
whether  preference  should  be  given  ab 
lately,  or  only  when  the  applicj 
represented  a  majority  of  those  engaged 
the  industry  affected.  We  are  now  cal 
upon  to  a>nsider  first  the  proper  method 
procedure  to  be  adopted,  and,  seomd 
the  cosditions  under  which  preferer 
should  be  given  to  unionists.  It  has 
urged  that  we  should  go  into  Committee 
reconsider  clause  48,  but  I  think  that  1 
the  arguments  which  have  been  addu< 
point  to  the  desirability  of  our  fighting  1 
matter  out  in  the  House.  The  prov 
inserted  in  the  Bill  was  discussed  for  neai 
a  week — not  perhaps  exactly  in  its  prest 
form. 

Mr.  Watson. — Not  even  the  principle 

it. 
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Mr.  McWILLIAMS.  —  The  principle 
iscussed  was  whether  preference  should  be 
iren  to  unumists,  unless  they  represented 
le  majority  of  those  affected  by  the  award. 

Mr.  Watson. — Not  a  word  was  said  with 
;gard  to  that  during  the  debate.  The 
onorable  member  is  utterly  mistaken. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— The  question  we 
iscussed  was  whether  preference  should  be 
,iven  to  unionists. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  debate  look  place 
ipon  the  question  whether  or  not  any  pre- 
erence  should  be  given. 

Mr.  McWiLLIAMS.— The  Prime  Min- 
ster was  present,  and  agreed  to  the  pro- 
edure  adopted  when  the  proviso  was  in- 
erted.  The  House  was  thoroughly  tired 
ut  by  the  discussion  that  had  taken  place, 
nti  honorable  members  deliberately  agreed 
9  go  to  a  division  upon  the  amendment  of 
he  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Cori- 
lelia.  Xow  a  straight  issue  is  before  the 
iouse. 

Mr.  Watson. — To  take  the  business  out 
if  the  hands  of  the  Govermnent — that  is  the 
■oly  issue  there  is. 

Mr.  McWiLLIAMS— Who  made  this  a 
■ital  issue?  Honorable  members  on  this 
ide  of  the  chamber  did  not  do  so. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Then  why  should  they 
eek  to  take  the  business  out  of  the  hands  of 
he  Government  ? 

Mr.  McWiLLIAMS.— As  I  have  already 
minted  out,  an  exactly  similar  set  of  cir- 
umstances  was  presented  to  us  when  the 
)ealcin  Ministry  stated  that  they  would  re- 
ip;n  if  a  certain  amendment  were  carried 
gainst  them.  That  amendment  was  moved 
y  an  honorable  member  who  is  now  a  mem- 
er  of  the  Ministry.  Now  the  Prime  Min- 
ster takes  up  a  precisely  similar  attitude, 
nd  has  made  a  vital  question  of  the  matter 
ow  before  us.  Is  that  any  reason  why 
lose  who  supported  the  amendment  of  the 
onorable  and  learned  member  for  Corinella 
loutd  now  change  their  attitude? 

Mr.  Batchelor. — We  can  discuss  that  in 
'ommittee. 

Mr.  McWiLLIAMS.— But  why  should 
e  go  into  Committee  ? 

Mr.  Hutchison. — ^Why  not  ? 

Mr.  McWiLLIAMS.— Ministers  know  as 
ell  as  any  one  else  that  when  a  Govern - 
lent  makt  a  matter  one  of  vital  importance 
;  is  infinitely  better  that  the  issue  should 
e  fought  out  in  the  House,  rather  than  in 
"ommittee.  What  is  the  object  of  going 
ito  Committee?  The  honorable  member 
or  Darling  has  stated  that  some  of  us  do 


not  desire  to  hear  other  honorable  mem- 
bers speak.  I  am  always  glad  to  hear  the 
honorable  member  for  Darling  speak  on 
the  subject  of  trades  unionism,  because  that 
is  a  subject  with  which  he  is  thoroughly 
acquainted.  On  questions  of  principle 
we  may  differ  from  the  honorable  member, 
but  upon  matters  whrch  can  be  thoroughly 
understood  only  by  those  who  have  had 
practical  experience,  we  must  attach  great 
weight  to  his  views. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber takes  good  care  not  to  follow  him. 

Mr.  McWiLLIAMS.— I  shall  certainly 
not  follow  him  on  this  occasim.  If  the 
honorable  member  votes  as  he  speaks  he 
cannot  support  the  amendment  suggested 
by  the  Government.  There  is  no  necessity 
to  go  into  Committee,  because  it  will  be 
perfectly  in  order  for  honorable  members, 
to  discuss,  upon  the  motion  now  before  us, 
the  merits  of  the  alternative  proposals  of 
the  Government  and  of  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinella. 

Mr.  Tudor. — But  we  cannot  vary  either 
proposal.  We  cannot  even  debate  the 
amendment  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  may  inform  honor- 
able members  that  the  question  now  before 
the  House  is  whether  clause  48  should  be 
recommitted,  in  order  that  the  proviso 
which  it  now  contains  may  be  replaced  by 
another  which  is  to  be  proposed  by  the  Go- 
vernment. Therefore,  the  two  matters 
may  be  debated. 

Mr.  McWITLLIAMS.— No  fairer  issue 
could  be  placed  before  honorable  members, 
and  there  is  no  reason  why  a  full  discus- 
sion should  not  take  place  at  this  stage. 
If  the  majority  of  honorable  members  are 
in  favour  of  the  Government  proposal,  they 
can  show  their  preference  by  voting  for  the 
motion  for  the  recommittal  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Thomas. — It  would  be  better  to  go 
to  the  country  and  have  it  out  at  once. 

Mr.  McWiLLIAMS.— I  agree  with  the 
honorable  member.  The  threat  of  a  dis- 
solution frightens  me  no  more  than  it  does 
my  honorable  friend.  A  full  discussion 
at  this  stage,  instead  of  in  Committee,  will 
probably  result  in  a  saving  of  time.  We 
have  been  here  for  upwards  of  five  months, 
and  during  nearly  the  whole  of  that  time 
we  have  been  occupied  with  this  Bill. 
Therefore,  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  mea- 
sure has  not  received  sufficient  considera- 
tion, or  that  any  attempt  has  been  made 
to  restrict  discussi<Hi.  If  we  went  into 
'  Committee  the  debate  would  heoome  very 
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mudi  more  irregular  than  would  be  pos- 
sible if  it  were  conducted  in  the  House. 
Surely  there  is  no  honorable  member  who 
desires  to  speak  three  times  upon  the  sub- 
ject, or  who  wishes  to  listen  to  others 
speaking  three  times  upon  it !  It  is  idle 
to  affirm  that  we  should  deal  with  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Government  in  Committee  on 
the  ground  that  we  may  wish  to  amend  it. 
The  issue  before  us  is,  whether  we 
shall  deliberately  reverse  the  vote 
which  was  previously  arrived  at  in 
Committee  by  substituting  the  Govern- 
ment proposal  for  the  amendment  which 
was  then  carried  at  the  instance  of  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Corin- 
ella.  No  clearer  cut  issue  could  be  placed 
before  the  House.  Ministers  have  declared 
that  there  is  another  object  behind  our  ac- 
tion—that we  wish  to  defeat  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Fisher. — The  honorable  member 
does  not  believe  that,  does  he? 

Mr.  McWiLI.IAMS.— If  a  straight-out 
division  had  been  taken  upon  this  matter  I 
think  that  the  majority  of  honorable  mem- 
bers know  how  my  vote  would  have  been 
cast.  If  Minister's  had  not  made  it  a  test 
question  I  should  still  have  voted  precisely 
as  I  intend  to  do.  I  am  sure  that  it  is  not 
for  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  to 
say  that  we  should  alter  our  decision  be- 
cause the  Government  have  chosen  to  make 
the  amendment  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella  vital  to  their  exist- 
ence, seeing  that  it  was  upon  his  initiative 
that  the  Deakin  Government  were  defeated, 
under  precisely  similar  conditions.  Upon 
the  question  of  procedure,  therefore,  no 
stable  complaint  can  be  made  that  we  are 
taking  up  a  position  which  is  either  unfair 
or  untenable.  If  this  is  to  be  regarded  as 
a  vital  question  by  the  Ministry — if  they 
stake  (heir  existence  upon  the  proposal 
which  they  have  framed  

Mr.  Watson. — I  should  think  that  we 
ought  to  stake  our  existence  upon  a  matter 
which  involves  taking  the  business  of  the 
House  out  of  our  hands. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— In  reality  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella  is  responsible  for  the 
fate  of  the  Government  being  in  the  balance. 
When  that  amendment  was  carried  it  wag 
generally  understood  that  Ministers  could 
not  accept  it  in  its  present  form.  Nobody 
can  blame  them  for  that  determination. 
I  think  that  they  have  adopted  a  very  proper 
and  straightforward  course.  Nevertheless, 
they  have  no  right  to  ask  any  honorable 


member  who  supported  that  amendnifci 
reverse  his  vote  for  no  other  reason  than  : 
they  have  chosen  to  stake  their  Mizu-:?: 
existence  upon  it. 

Mr.  Fisher. — The  honorable  memter  L- 
overlooked  the  fact  that  on  the  pre^^ous  ; 
casion  there  was  no  time  to  discuss  -.i^ 
matter. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  remarked 
now,  in  the  absence  of  the  Minister  of  Tr:  r 
and  Customs,  that,  with  the  consent  of  ■ 
Government,  a  divisi(Hi  was  taken  upon  *  ■ 
amendment  because  every  honorable  rob- 
ber was  heartily  sick  of  the  subject  wh. 
we  had  been  so  long  debating.    The  it^ 
question  which  is  involved  ts  whether  a  pit 
ference  should  be  granted  to  unionists  \z 
less  it  can  be  shown  that  they  represen:  : 
majority  of  those  interested  in  the  partic-.-- 
trade  affected  by  any  award  of  tbe  Cotr. 
In  this  matter  I  claim  that  honorable  mg^ 
hers  upon  this  side  of  the  House  represer: 
majority  rule  to  a  greater  «rtent  than  c 
those  who  support  the  watered  amendmr 
that  has  been  drafted  by  the  GoxcrraBez: 
Even  if  that  proposal  had  been  cootaiivd 
in  the  Bill  as  it  was  originally  introdu<T-l 
it  should  not  have  been  accepted.  Tbcr: 
are  few  words  in  the  English  language  whi-ri 
have  a  more  indefinite  meaning  than  t  ■ 
word  "  substantial."    During  the  course  of 
this  debate  we  have  heard  various  construc- 
tions placed  upon  it  by  hojorable  member> 
What  does  it  mean  in  the  way  in  which 
is  proposed  to  apply  it  ? 

Mr. ,  Page. — What  does  the  bon<»at> 
member  think  that  it  means? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  belie\e  that  ii 
is  a  ladder  which  has  been  placed  agains! 
a  tree  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  Ministen 
to  gracefully  climb  down. 

Mr.  Page. — Fancy  that. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  am  prepared  to 
admit  that  Ministers  believe  that  a  ver^ 
material  difference  exists  between  their  pro- 
posal and  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Corinella.  If  the 
two  proposals  were  placed  side  by  side  the 
difference  between  them  would  be  found  to 
consist  in  ^e  substitution  of  tbe  word  **  ma- 
jority" for  the  words  "substantially  repre 
sents."  Is  the  House  prepared  lo 
grant  ki  preference  to  unionists 
where  the  latter  do  not  constitute  a  ma- 
jority of  those  interested  in  the  particular 
trade  affected  by  the  award  of  tl»  Court? 
I  gathered  from  the  Prime  Minister's  speech, 
and  from  an  interjection  whidi  he  made, 
that  he  does  not  desire  a  preference  to  be 
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extended  to  unionists  if  a  majoiity  of  those 
engaged  in  the  industry  affected  are  not 
in  favour  of  such  a  preference.  If  that 
be  so,  what  is  his  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Corinella?  It  has  been  argued 
that  it  will  be  impossible  to  prove  to 
the  Court  that  a  union  represents  a  ma- 
jority of  those  interested  in  any  industry 
atiected  by  an  award  of  the  Court.  To 
my  mind,  the  onus  of  proof  should  rest 
upon  those  who  claim  this  preference,  and 
not  upon  those  against  whom  it  is  to  be 
usv-d.  The  Prime  Minister  declared  that 
the  word  "  substantial "  is  used  in  more 
important  measures  than  this.  Upon  the 
present  occasion  there  are  two  issues  at 
stake,  which  are  of  far  greater  importance 
than  that  to  which  the  word  "  substantial " 
is  intended  to  be  applied.  Under  existing 
conditions,  to  the  man  who  has  no 
money,  no  influence,  and  very  few 
friends,  the  question  of  whether  or  not 
every  door  of  industry  shall  be  open  to 
him  may  be  one  not  only  of  importance  to 
himself,  but  may  even  involve  the  neces- 
saries of  life  in  the  case  of  his  wife  and 
his  children. 

Mr.  Webster. — Nobody  wishes  to  close 
the  door  of  industry  against  him. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— Then,  why  do  the 
supporters  of  the  Government  wish  to  com- 
pel men  to  join  trades  unions? 

Mr.  Webster. — ^That  is  what  honorable 
members  upon  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
House  proposed. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  am  not  in 
favour  of  compelling  any  roan  to  join  a 
trades  union,  or  to  relinquish  his  a>nnexion 
mih  one.  I  claim  that  thequestionof  whether 
or  not  a  man  should  belong  to  any  particu- 
lar church  or  political  party  should  be  one 
for  himself  to  determine,  and  the  same 
consideration  should  apply  to  trades  unions. 
I  have  no  sympathy  whatever  with  the  new 
radicalism  which  seeks  to  coerce  men.  The 
honorable  member  for  Darling  assured  us 
this  afternoon  that  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill  would  prevent  men  fnxn  leaving  their 
employment  after  an  award  had  been  made 
by  (he  Court. 

Mr.  Spence. — I  said  that  it  would  pre- 
vent them  fran  collectively  leaving  their 
em  pigment. 

Mr.'  McWILLIAMS.~I  thinlc  that  the 
honorable  member  is  in  error,  because  I 
do  not  believe  that  a  majority  of  this  House 
or  of  any  British  Parliament  would  sanction 
a  proposal  to  reduce  the  workers  to  a  condi- 
tion of  slavery.     If  we  say  to  a  man,  "  Un- 


less you  join  a  trades  union  you  may  or 
may  not  be  able  to  obtain  work,  but  if 
you  join  <»ie  you  must  comply  with  the 
conditims  whidi  are  laid  down  by  the  Arbi- 
tration Court,  even  to  the  extent  of  aoxpt- 
ing  the  rate  of  wages  awarded  by  it,  al- 
though you  may  be  worth  more,"  I  claim 
that  we  are  reducing  him  to  a  condition  of 
absolute  slavery. 

Mr.  McDonald. — In  the  district  which 
is  represented  by  the  honorable  member 
there  are  no  unions,  and  the  workers  there 
receive  the  lowest  wages  paid  in  any  part  of 
Australia.  I  had  a  letter  upon  the  subject 
no  later  than  yesterday. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  can  quite  under- 
stand that  the  right  honorable  member  may 
receive  a  number  of  letters  from  any  part  of 
Australia.  When  he  declares  that  the 
wages  paid  in  the  district  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  represent,  are  the  lowest  received 
in  any  part  of  Australia,  he  is  making  a 
statement"  which  is  absolutely  unwarrant- 
able, and  which  lacks  even  the  slightest  foun- 
dation. It  is,  indeed,  extraordinary  that 
certain  honorable  members  are  never  so 
emphatic  as  when  they  are  speaking  upon 
a  matter  of  which  they  know  absolutely 
nothing.  If  the  honorable  member 
for  Kennedy  would  visit  the  district  which 
I  represent,  he  would  discover  that  a  great 
number  of  the  residents  there — a  majority, 
indeed — own  their  little  homes,  which  they 
have  purchased  out  of  their  savings. 

Mr.  HincHisoN. — What  wages  are  paid 
in  the  printing  trade  there? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  do  not  know. 
Mr.  Hutchison. — ^What  do  they  pay  in 
the  apple  trade? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  have  not  the 
slightest  idea  of  what  they  would  pay  the 
honorable  member,  butj  really  good 
men  can  earn  really  good  wages. 
I  repeat  that  if  the  new  Radicalism  means 
that  men  before  being  at  liberty  to  work, 
shall  Join  unions,  and  that,  having  joined 
them,  they  shall  absolutely  accept  the  rate 
fixed  by  an  Arbitration  Court,  and  abstain 
from  leaving  their  employ,  it  is  really  no- 
thing but  absolute  slavery. 

Mr.  McDonald. — ^Then,  why  does  the 
honorable  member  support  anvthing  of  the 
kind? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  have  done  my 
utmost  to  oppose  the  Bill,  by  voting  against 
it  on  every  division. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Hear,  hear;  that  is  an 
honest  position  to  take  up. 

Ut.  McWILLIAMS.— Whatever  others 
may  have  done,  I  have  never  hidden  my 
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views  from  the  House,  and  I  claim  that  the 
attitude  which  I  take  up  in  regard  to  the 
question  of  granting  a  preference  to  union- 
ists represents  the  truest  democratic  prin- 
ciple that  has  ever  been  applied— the  prin- 
ciple of  majority  rule.  What  is  the 
effect  of  die  proposal  of  the  horiorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinella  ?  It 
says  to  unionists  applying  for  a  preference, 
"  If  you  can  show  that  the  majority  approve 
of  vour  application,  your  request  will  be 
complied  with."  I  clearly  put  my  posi- 
tion before  the  House,  and  should  like 
some  of  those  who  have  been  interjecting, 
arid  particularly  the  honorable  member  for 
Kennedy,  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Hindmarsh,  to  say  whether  they  desire  that 
a  preference  shall  be  granted  to  unionists, 
whether  they  represent  a  majority  of  those 
engaged  in  an  industry  or  not. 

Mr.  Hutchison.— We  shall  put  our 
views  before  the  House  in  due  time. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— There  is  a  very 
straight  issue  before  us.  Honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  may  hide  it  as  they  like ;  they 
may  flog  the  dissolution  horse  as  long  as 
they  please,  and  Ministers  make  stake  their 
existence  on  the  proposition  which  they  put 
before  us,  but  the  real  issue  before  the 
House  is  whether  a  preference  shall  be 
granted,  independently  of  whether  the 
trades  union  concerned  is  able  to  show  that 
the  majority  of  those  to  be  affected  by  toe 
award  are  in  favour  of  the  granting  of  that 
preference. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber contend  that  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella's  amendment  provides 
a  practical  scheme  to  ascertain  whether  an 
application  is  supported  by  a  majority  ? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— Can  any  one  seri- 
ously say  that  the  Government  proposal  is 
a  practical  scheme? 

Mr.  Fisher.— Yes. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— The  Government 
are  delegating  the  power  of  this  Parliament 
to  make  certain  laws  to  a  Judge  of  the  Con- 
ciliation and  Arbitration  Court.  What  would 
be  the  definition  of  "  substantially  repre- 
sents "  ?  Three  Judges  of  equal  intelli- 
gence might  place  a  different  interpretation 
upon  the  term. 

Mr.  Webster. — The  same  may  be  said  of 
provisions  in  various  Acts  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— On  questions  of 
absolute  law  we  may  get  Judges  to  agree ; 
but  the  word  "  substantially  "  is  one  of  the 
vaguest  to  be  found  in  the  English  lan- 
guage. I  gather  from  the  Prime  Minister's 


speech  that  he  considers  that  the  term  "  sub 
stantially  represents"  means  that  the  appli 
cants  must  show  that  they  represent  a  ma 
jority.  The  honorable  member  for  Darling; 
on  the  other  hand,  said  that  five-sixths  o 
the  cabinet-makers  of  Australia  are  Qiine* 
and  that  as  they  would  out-^'ote  the  remait 
ing  one-sixth  it  would  be  v/iong  to  insi- 
upon  a  majority  vote.  He  referred  to  il 
position  in  regard  to  Chinese  cabine 
makers  and  to  lascar  seamen  as  showing  ho 
unwise  it  would  be  to  insist  upon  the  ccmse 
of  an  absolute  majority  being  obtained. 

Mr.  Webster.^ — For  which  class  ■ 
cabinet-makers  is  the  honorable  gentlem: 
fighting  ? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  am  not  fightii 
for  either  cabinet-makers  or  Capital  » 
breakers.  I  am  fighting  in  the  interei 
of  the  whole  community.  The  bonorat 
member  foe  Darling  instanced  the  a 
of  the  Chinese  furniture  makers,  and  sa 
it  would  be  impossible  to  induce  them 
vote  for  the  granting  of  a  preference- 
Mr.  Webster. — He  said  that  we  shou 
not  be  able  to  ascertain  their  number. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.  —  The  honorat 
member  for  Darling  is  now  present,  and 
feel  satisfied  that  he  will  bear  out  my  sta! 
ment.  He  also  pointed  out  that  lasc 
seamen  would  be  able  to  out-vote  thi 
white  competitors,  and  that  it  would  be  n 
only  unfair,  but  impossible,  to  take  th* 
vote  on  the  question  of  preference  as  agatr 
that  of  their  white  competitors. 

Mr.  McDonald. — Would  the  honora!. 
member  take  it? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— No;  I  should  n 
give  them  the  right  to  vote.  If  I  had  n 
way  not  one  of  them  would  be  in  the  con 
try.  We  have  had  as  many  definitions  < 
the  words  "  substantially  represents  " 
there  have  been  speakers  in  support  of  t 
Government  amendment.  The  Prir 
Minister  claims  that  they  mean  that  the 
shall  be  a  majority,  and  says  that  he  wnu 
not  allow  the  provision  to  apply  to  a  un: 
which  had  not  a  majoritv  of  those  employ 
in  the  industry ;  while  other  speake: 
who  support  the  Government  amendmej 
have  pointed  out  that  it  would  be  unfair  | 
compel  an  organization  to  endeavour 
secure  a  majority.  I,  therefore,  think  th 
nothing  has  been  adduced  that  would 
rant  the  House  in  deliberately  altering  t 
vote  at  which  we  arrived  some  days  agOL 
think  I  have  fairly  shown  that  it  is  ve 
much  better  for  us  to  fight  the  straight  -o 
issue  before  us — one  amendment  j 
against  another — in  the^ouse  itself.  Thd 
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:an  be  no  suggestiwi  o'f  the  application  of 
:he  gag,  because  it  is  open  to  every  honor- 
ible  member  to  carefully  compare  the  two 
amendments,  and  for  the  House  to  deter- 
nine  the  question,  after  we  have  thor- 
3ughly  discussed  the  subject.  If  we  go 
into  Committee,  I  shall  take  it  that  honor- 
able members  are  prepared  to  accept  the 
Government  amendment.  If  honorable 
members  are  prepared  to  support  the 
amendment  carried  on  the  motion  .of  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Cori- 
nella,  I  take  it  that  they  will  vote  that  the 
Bill  be  not  recommitted.  The  issue  is  sO' 
clear  that  honorable  members  opposite  have 
certainly  no  right  to  complain  ttust  we  pro- 
pose to  vote  against  the  motion  merely  be- 
cause we  desire  to  put  them  out  of  (Msx. 

Mr.  FiSHER.t — We  say  that  honorable 
members  opposite  are  adopting  a  oourse  that 
must  prevent  the  proper  discussion  of  our 
proposal. 

Mr.  McWIIXIAMS'.— The  honorable 
member  will  be  at  liberty  to  discuss  it  in 
the  House  for  two  or  three  hours,  and  I 
shall  have  much  pleasure  in  listening  to 
him.  But  that  is  not  the  point.  We  have 
had  the  Bill  under  consideration  for  some- 
thing like  hve  months,  and  I  think  that  it 
has  been  sufficiently  discussed.  The  Go- 
vernment have  iKtw  made  this  question  a 
vital  one.  They  were  beaten  on  a  fair-and- 
square  fight. 

Mr.  McDonald. — No. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  trust  that  honor- 
able members  opposite  will  not  say  that 
there  was  anything  unfair  associated  with 
their  defeat. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Honorable  members  did 
not  understand  the  true  purport  of  the 
amendment  moved  by  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinella. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— If  the  Minister 
of  Customs  thought  that  the  Conmittee  did 
not  understand  it,  I  fail  to  see  why  he 
should  have  consented  to  a  division  being 
taken  before  the  matter  had  been  thoroughly 
discussed.  I  think,  however,  that  the 
House  now  thoroughly  understands  that 
amendment,  as  well  as  the  Government  pro- 
posal, and  that  no  good  purpose  would  be 
ser\'ed  by  allowing  the  Bill  to  be  once  more 
considered  in  CtHnmittee,  where  the  debate 
would  necessarily  be  more  protracted,  and 
where  the  issue  would  not  be  so  clearly  de- 
fined as  it  would  in  the  House  itself. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh).— It  is 
useless  to  beat  about  the  bush.   The  honor- 


able and  learned  member  for  Corinella  is 
plainly  averse  to  the  granting  of  a  prefer- 
ence to  unionists,  but  feels  that  he  dare  not 
openly  say  so.  He  would  not  have  moved 
the  amendment  which  is  now  under  discus- 
sion if  that  were  not  the  case.  Being  afraid 
to  vote  against  granting  a  preference  to 
unionists,  what  did  he  do?  He  said — "I 
shall  move  an  amendment  which  will  have 
the  effect  of  rendering  it  impossible  for  a 
preference  to  be  given  to  unionists."  The 
fact  of  the  matter  is,  that  the  honorablt 
member's  desire  is  to  give  a  preference  to 
the  right  hcmorable  member  for  East  Syd 
ney  in  regard  to  the  Treasury  benches.  I 
do  not  like  the  Government  amendment, 
and  I  feel  sure  that  the  shearers  of  Aus- 
tralia will  not  regard  it  favorably. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — If  the  honorable  member 
were  on  this  side  he  would  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— No.  While  I  do 
not  care  for  the  Government  proposal,  I 
certainly  care  very  much  less  for  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Corinella's 
amendment.  The  Government  proposal  :s 
an  endeavour  to  induce  the  House  to  ar- 
rive at  a  decision  that  will  enable  a  pre- 
ference to  be  given  in  certain  circum- 
stances to  unionists.  It  would  be  open 
to  the  Court  to  grant  a  preference,  even  if 
there  were  no  reference  to  the  matter  in 
the  Bill.  The  Conciliation  and  Arbitra- 
ton  Court  of  New  Zealand  granted  a  pre- 
ference to  unionists,  although  that  matter 
at  first  was  not  dealt  with  in  the  Act  on 
which  it  is  based,  and  it  required  nothing 
but  very  ordinary  data  to  satisfy  it  that 
applicants  for  a  preference  represented  a 
substantial  majority  of  those  to  whom  the 
award  would  apply.  Unless  a  majority 
were  substantially  represented  by  the  orga- 
nizatim  making  the  application  for  a  prefer- 
ence, I  am  sure  that  the  Judge  would  not 
grant  it,  and  that  the  House  does  not  de- 
sire that  he  should  have  power  to  do  so, 
in  the  absence  of  that  condition.  The 
honorable  member  for  Franklin  says  that 
if  we  do  not  agree  to  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinella's  amend- 
ment —  if  we  do  not  agree  to 
the  clause  as  it  stands  • —  non-union- 
ists will  not  be  able  to  obtain 
work.  Has  a  more  ridiculous  suggestion 
e%'er  been  made?  The  passing  of  this 
Bill  will  not  lead  to  (xie  individual  bnng 
employed  in  excess  of  the  nwnber  at  pre- 
sent at  work.  But  the  honorable  member 
for  Franklin  and  those  who  think  with  him 
are  asking  the  unionists  to  give  up  the  cmly 
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power  they  possess  to  secure  fair  wages  and 
fair  conditions,  in  order  that  ncai-unionists 
may  in  future  have  a  preferencse. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS.— I  have  nevet  asked 
for  that. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— But  it  is  that  for 
which  the  honorable  member  intends  to 
vote.  The  shearers,  as  well  as  the  water- 
side workers  and  seamen,  would  not,  I  am 
sure,  be  favorable  to  an  amendment  such  as 
that  which  was  recently  carriea.  It  was 
only  another  means  to  destroy  the  Bill. 
Let  the  Bill  be  destroyed,  and  we  shall 
know  at  once  that  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinella's  amend- 
ment was  designed  to  turn  out  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  wreck  the  measure  at  the 
same  time.  The  right  honorable  member 
for  East  Sydney  says  that  he  would  not 
destroy  the  Bill.  Of  course  he  would  not. 
He  wishes  to  hoodwink  the  public  by  mak- 
ing them  believe  that  he  is  in  favour  of 
the  principle  of  arbitration.  That  is  the 
attitude  which  has  always  been  taken  up 
by  those  opposed  to  industrial  legislation, 
whether  in  this  House  or  in  the  States 
Parliaments.  They  are  always  anxious  to 
make  the  public  believe  that  they  are  in 
favour  of  something  with  which  they  really 
have  no  svmpathy.  What  care  they  for 
the  conditions  of  the  workers  as  long  as 
they  can  have  the  Government  of  the  coun- 
try in  their  own  hands  ?  What  earnest- 
ness of  purpose  is  shown  by  honorable 
members  who  merely  seek  to  secure  seats 
on  the  Treasury  benches?  The  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney,  who  is 
anxious  to  become  the  leader  of  this  House, 
held  office  as  Premier  of  New  South  Wales 
for  five  or  six  years,  but  I  am  not  aware 
of  even  one  industrial  measure  that  was 
passed  by  him  during  that  period. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cckjk.— That  remark  shows 
how  fair  the  honorable  member  is. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  ask  the  honor- 
able member  to  mention  one  industrial 
measure  that  was  passed  by  the  New  South 
Wales  Parliament  while  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  East  Sydney  was  Premier 
of  that  State. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  would  not  pretend 
to  enlighten  the  honorable  member's  abso- 
lute ignorance. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  challenge  the 
honorable  member,  who  was  a  member  of 
the  right  honorable  member  for  East  Syd- 
ney's Ministry,  to  name  a  single  industrial 
measure  which  was  carried  by  it. 


Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  —  Members  r  f  it. 
honorable  member's  party  have  enumente 
them  time  after  time. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  shall  i»k  ho 
orable  members  to  look  at  the  amendme) 
which  was  submitted  by  the  Konurab 
and  learned  member  for  Oirin(.-lt 
The  honorable  and  learned  member  fi 
Corinella  has  pretended  that  he  is  in  fa\oi 
of  giving  preference  to  unionists,  and  } 
he  has.  carried  an  amendment  which  w 
prevent  the  giving  of  effect  to  that  pri 
ciple.  Why  did  he  not  tell  us  how  t 
-views  of  all  those  engaged  in  an  indust 
«}uid  be  chained  ?  I  have  been  a  mei 
ber  and  an  officer  of  the  Shearers'  Uni 
for  many  ],ears,  though  I  am  not  a  sheai 
by  occupation.  I  should  like  to  know  bi 
I  would  be  classed  under  the  bcmorable  a 
learned  member's  provision.  Should  I 
allowed  to  vote?  Will  the  question  ha 
to  go  before  the  Court,  and  be  thrashed  e 
there,  before  it  can  be  ascertained  w 
should  and  who  should  not  vote  ?  At  t 
present  time  it  takes  many  months  to  ^ 
a  ballot  of  the  members  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Johnson. — ^The  honorable  meml 
would  feel  aggrieved  if  his  vote  did  i 
count 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Yes;  but  I  vol 
feel  more  aggrieved  if  a  unionist  did  r 
get  a  preference  against  a  non-imion 
who  was  sacrificing  nothing.  The  B 
was  introduced,  not  because  non-unioni 
have  stood  up  for  fair  OHiditions  and  prv 
wages,  and  have  been  the  cause  of  strik- 
but  because  the  unionists  have  demand 
what  they  believe  to  be  just  and  reasonab: 
It  is  the  unionists  to  whcm  preferen 
should  be  given,  because  it  is  they  alcri 
who  are  making  concessions.  There  li 
been  no  greater  opponent  of  strikes  than 
have  been.  I  had  scnnething  to  do  \vi 
the  prevention  of  a  strike  in  the  sheari 
industry  two  years  ago.  That  strike  -v^ 
settled  voluntarily,  but  the  result  was  tr 
next  year  a  dispute  was  inevitable,  throu 
the  refusal  of  the  pastoralists  to  negoti.i 
and  then  we  won  all  along  the  line.  ] 
honorable  members  think  that  T 
coimsel  the  unionists  to  give  up  the  or 
weapon  they  possess,  in  the  power  to  stril 
if  they  are  to  get  nothing  in  return  ? 

Mr.  Johnson. — Does  the  honorable  mv\ 
ber  suggest  that  the  non-unionists  5ho\j 
star\'e  ? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— No  one  who 
not  now  starving  will  starve  under  t 
Bill.    If  the  Bill  is  amended,  as  the  C 
vernment  wish  to  amend  it,  some  of  th' 
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who  are  being  badly  treated  now  will  re- 
ceive what  a  properly  constituted  Court 
will  decide  are  fair  conditions  and  fair 
wages.  Every  wie  who  opposes  the  Bill 
opposes  the  granting  of  fair  conditions  to 
a  large  number  of  workers.  The  unionists 
have  never  asked  for  advantages  in  which 
the  non-unionists  have  not  shared.  I,  my- 
self, have  been  boycotted  for  standing  up 
for  my  just  rights.  It  is  the  unicmists  who 
suffer  in  every  case ;  but  hundreds  and  thous- 
ands of  ncm-unionists  have  benefited  by  their 
acticMi  in  statiding  up  for  their  rights. 
Throughout  the  world  the  worst  paid  labour 
is  that  of  the  unorganized  workers.  This 
is  not  a  Bill  for  them.  Who  are  fighting 
for  the  unorganized  workers?  Is  it  those 
who  are  opposing  the  Bill  ?  Na  What 
are  they  doing  for  them?  The  unionists 
however,  are  working  as  hard  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  non-unionists  as  in  their  own 
interests.  The  honorable  member  for 
Franklin  asked  what  is  the  object  of  going 
into  Committee.  It  has  been  said  that 
vre  can  discuss  the  matter  in  the  House; 
but  what  is  the  use  of  discussing  it  if  a 
majority  is  ready  to  prevent  the  clause  from 
being  recoimnitted,  and  a  vote  taken  on  the 
Government's  amendment  ?  The  issue  is  not 
the  improvement  of  the  clause,  but  the 
ivrecking  of  the  measure.  Free-traders  and 
protectionists  are  combined  to  defeat  the 
Labour  Party. 

Mr.  McCav. — ^And  other  free-traders  and 
protectionists  are  combined  in  the  Labour 
Part^-. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— We  arejiot  afraid 
to  face  the  country  under  present  condi- 
tions. It  is  always  recognised  that  'the 
Gm-ermnent  in  power  have  the  right  to 
conduct  the  business  of  the  country,  and  I 
have  never  seen  a  more  shameful  attempt 
to  take  the  business  out  of  the  hands  of 
Ministers  than  that  which  is  being  made 
to-night.  If  honorable  members  think  that 
they  have  a  majority  against  a  reasonable 
amendment — an  amendment  with  which  I 
have  very  little  sympathy — why  do  not  they 
consent  to  the  reoommittal,  and  vote  against 
it  in  Committee?  The  Government  are 
going  as  far  as  they  can  in  order  that  the 
Bill  may  have  a  trial.  They  are  prepared 
to  allow  the  Court  to  decide  what  is  a  sub- 
stantia] number.  Why  should  it  be  neces- 
sary to  have  the  cratsent  of  a  majority  of  all 
concerned?  If  the  majority  of  workers  in  a 
trade  are  sufTering  from  bad  conditions,  why 
should  a  minority  be  debarred  from  going 
(0  the  Court,  and  asking  for  what  is  fair  and 
just,  both  fordiemselvesand-for  every  other 


member  of  their  industry?  That  is  the 
question  which  we  could  discuss  if  honor- 
able members  would  allow  the  Bill  to  be  re- 
committed. Those  who  oppose  the  motion 
for  recommittal  are  not  considering  the 
workers  at  all. 

Mr.  CoNRoy. — The  unionists  <mly  repre- 
sent one  out  of  every  seven  of  the  workers. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  honorable  and 
learned  member  is  quite  wrong.  But  even 
if  the  unionists  did  represent  only  one  out 
of  every  seven  of  the  workers,  the  Court 
would  not  give  a  unionist  anything  which 
would  not  benefit  the  six  non-unionists.  The 
honorable  member  for  Franklin  either  did 
not  know,  or  was  afraid  to  quote,  the  wages 
paid  in  many  trades  in  Tasmania.  He 
spoke  of  the  clause  as  an  attempt  to  reduce 
the  workers  to  slavery;  but  does  he  know 
how  some  of  them  live?  If  he  does  not, 
let  him  read  such  works  as  the  People  of 
the  Abyss,  by  Jack  London,  or  Charles 
Booth's  work  on  London,  and  Rowntree's 
work  on  York.  The  statements  therein 
contained  are  unchallengeable,  and,  un- 
fortunately, they  are  fast  becoming 
applicable  to  the  Ccwnmcm wealth.  Two 
years  ago  it  was  found  necessarv  in 
Adelaide  for  the  unionists  to  collect  fund.s 
for  distribution,  not  only  amongst  those  out 
of  employment,  but  amongst  those  in  em- 
ployment, who  were  being  sweated.  That 
sweating  still  continues. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  question  before 
the  Chair  is  whether  particular  clauses 
should  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  am  trying  to  give 
general  reasons  for  the  recommittal.  There 
is  intense  suffering  among  the  workers  in 
every  State  which  does  not  possess  arbitra- 
tion laws.  It  has  never  been  shown  that 
preference  has  done  harm.  In  this  con- 
nexion I  would  like  to  read  an  opinion  ex- 
pressed by  Mr.  Justice  Cohen,  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Arbitration  Court,  who  has 
had  experience  on  the  subject  which  we 
have  not  had,  and  is,  therefore,  able  to  speak 
with  authority  in  regard  to  it.  No  one  will 
question  his  impartiality.  He  is  reported 
to  have  said — 

He  had  no  leaning  one  way  or  the  other,  bai 
in  the  public  interest  it  would  be  far  better,  if 
the  preference  clause  was  being  unduly  used  as 
a  means  of  oppressing  or  harassing  employers, 
that  the  Court  should  be  assisted  by  evidence  of 
that.  From  the  general  statements  he  saw  in 
the  press  this  prefereace  clause  was  stated  to  be 
a^  means  of  harassing  the  employer  and  placing 
him  in  an  unfair  position  of  working  his  busi- 
neis.   It  would  be  rnncb  better  if  tb;  Court  were 
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enlightened  by  evidence  of  these  things  they  lead 
of.  General  assertions  were  made  with  regard  to 
what  the  Court  had  done  which  would  not  bear 
any  test.  They  were  absolutely  witbout  any 
foundation. 

Mr.  Justice  Cohen  has  had  more  otperience 
of  legislation  of  this  kind  than  any  one  else 
in  the  Commonwealth  has  had. 

Mr.  Kelly. — If  his  remarks  had  been 
directed  against  the  Bill  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  have  called  him  a  political 
Judge. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  should  have  said 
that  he  was  lacking  in  experience,  or  was 
prejudiced.  No  Judge  who  had  had  experi- 
ence of  the  working  of  legislation  of  this 
kind  would  be  guilty  of  such  statements. 

Mr.  CoNROY. — No  doubt  the  honorable 
member  thinks  that  he  would  cease  to  be  a 
Judge  if  he  made  such  statements. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— He  would  cease  to 
be  a  Judge,  and  would  have  become 
a  partisan.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
one  of  the  Judges  in  the  Common- 
wealth has  shown  himself  to  be  a 
partisan  in  this  matter.  The  honorable 
member  for  Franklin  says  that  we  are  try- 
ing to  reduce  the  workers  to  a  condition  of 
slavery,  by  compelling  them  to  join  unions. 
I  have  belonged  to  more  than  one  union, 
but  no  one  has  been  compelled  to  join  those 
unions.  Men  join  unions  only  when  they 
choose  to  do  so,  and  all  the  Bill  says  is 
that  a  man  must  join  a  union  if  he  wishes 
to  take  advantage  of  the  provisions  o*?  the 
measure.  Honorable  members  opposite  pro- 
fess to  agree  to  that.  The  honorable  member 
for  North  Sydney  said  that  he  would  compel 
every  worker  to  join  a  union  for  the  special 
purposes  of  this  Bill.  That  is  more  than 
we  on  this  side  of  the  Chamber  asked  for. 
The  workers  cannot  be  reduced  to  a  worse 
state  of  slavery  than  that  in  which  some  of 
the  non-unionists  exist.  Those  who  know 
anything  about  the  clothing  trade  will  sup- 
port that  statement 

Mr.  CoNRor. — Is  it  just  to  compel  a  man 
to  join  a  union,  whether  be  wishes  to  do  so 
or  not? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON— I  object  to  com- 
pelling men  to  join  unions  whether  they  wish 
to  do  so  or  not.  B\it  it  is  quite  fair  for  the 
unionists  to  say  that  the  man  who  will  not 
join  a  union  should  be  above  taking  the 
advantages  which  are  gained  bv  the  exer- 
tions of  unionists.  The  hollowness  of  the 
proposal  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  asrertain  under 
it  who  are  the  members  of  an  industry. 


Under  the  conditions  he  proposes  it  wou 
be  impossible  to  find  out  who  followed  a; 
particular  calling,  and  no  one  knows  bcii 
than  does  the  honorable  and  learned  mv 
ber  that  his  proposal  is  merely  a.  suU< 
fuge. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. — Some  men  woi 
have  to  belong  to  a  dozen  unions  in  orr 
to  obtain  work. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— It  is  rx>t  nea 
sary  to  belong  to  a  union  in  order  to  t 
tain  work  at  present,  but  if  there  were 
unions  the  workmen  of  the  Commonwea 
woi:ld  be  very  much  dissatisfied  with  i 
pay  they  were  receiving.  The  most  int 
ligent  workmen  connected  with  everj-  trj 
are  banded  together  in  unions.  Is  it  to 
supposed  that  these  men  do  not  know  wl 
operates  to  their  advantage?  I  shoi 
leave  my  unicm  to-morrow  if  I  did  not  thi 
it  conferred  benefit  upon  those  associ::t 
with  It.  The  unionists  are  now  called  up 
to  surrender  all  their  present  rights  of 
sistance  to  oppression,  and  to  place  it 
the  power  of  the  Judge  to  determine  hi 
their  means  of  livelihood  shall  be  tk-^ 
lated.  Therefore,  they  should  get  sen 
thing  in  return  for  that  which  they  are 
ing  up.  In  conclusion,  I  would  point  k 
that  not  only  b(»iorabIe  members  on  tl 
side  of  the  Chamber,  but  the  electors  of  i 
Commonwealth  generally,  will  see  what 
behind  the  amendment  of  the  honorai 
and  learned  member  for  Corinella,  and  w 
support  the  Labour  Party  when  an  app« 
is  made  to  the  country. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley).— Another  criti- 
stage  has  been  reached  in  connexion  wi 
this  Bill.  It  has  produced  a  series  of  cris 
One  Minister  resigned  his  positicm  in  t 
Cabinet  because  he  could  not  agree  w' 
his  colleagues  upon  a  matter  of  principi 
the  Deakin  Ministry  was  defeated  becai 
it  would  not  depart  frwn  a  certain  princip 
and  now  another  Ministry  is  threaten 
with  ejecticHi  from  office  because  of  its  vsi 
of  principle  I  have  given  the  strongi 
support  to  many  of  the  most  radical  f  eatui 
of  the  Bill.  'The  honorable  member  j 
Darling  and  the  honorable  member  f 
Hindmarsh  have  expressed  their  objecti 
to  the  Government  proposal,  and  I  do  c 
believe  that  one  honorable  member  sittH 
on  the  Government  benches  could  takq 
Bill  embracing  the  amendment  proposed  i 
the  Government  and  present  it  to  his  cd 
stituents  as  a  perfect  measure. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — We  shall  obtain  sod 
thing  better  after  the  eleaions.  . 
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Mr.  WILKS. — I  am  prepared  to  take  my 
stand  now,  and  do  not  propose  to  wait 
until  the  next  elections.  The  Attorney- 
General's  statement  that  we  shall  get  some- 
thing better  after  a  general  election  is 
tantamount  to  an  admission  that  the  mea- 
sure is  far  f rom  peifect  If  the  honor- 
able member  for  Hindmarsh  and  the  hem- 
arable  member  for  Darling  had  been  speak- 
ing from  this  side  of  the  House  they  would 
probably  not  only  have  objected  to  the  Go- 
vernment proposal,  but  would  have  re- 
sisted it. 

.Mr.  Hutchison. — We  should  certainly 
have  tried  to  obtain  something  better. 

Mr.  Frazer. — The  honorable  member 
will  soon  be  in  peculiar  ccxnpany. 

Mr.  WILKS. — That  is  my  concern,  and 
not  that  of  the  honorable  member.  It 
must  be  conceded  that  I  fought  as  hard  as 
any  one  for  the  preference  to  unionists, 
but  I  now  regard  the  measure  as  having 
been  emasculated  beyond  usefulness.  It 
would  have  been  far  better  if  the  Govern- 
ment had  either  abandoned  it,  or  resigned 
their  positions. 

Mr.  Hughes. — ^The  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ccwinella  says  that  his 
proviso  will  not  prevent  the  Court  from  giv- 
ing preference  to  unionists. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  differ  from  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member. 

Mr.  Hughes. — The  honorable  member 
should  look  at  those  who  are  ranged  behind 
him. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  am  not  concerned  about 
them.  I  have  to  omsider  whether  the  mea- 
sure realizes  my  ideal,  and  whether  I  can 
lake  the  responsibility  of  recommending  it 
0  my  constituents.  I  find  that  I  cannot  go 
hat  length.  I  have  gained  nothing  politic- 
!ily  from  my  ardent  support  of  this  mea- 
ure,  because  it  has  not  strengthened  ray 
:Iaims  upon  my  principal  political  sup- 
nrters.  I  have  acted  rather  in  the  inte- 
ests  of  the  party  which  would  oppose  and 
lefeat  me  to-morrow  if  it  could.  I  do  not 
■elong  to  the  Labour  Party,  and  do  not  in- 
?nd  to  be  dragged  at  its  heels.  I  am  pre- 
ared  even  now  to  support  the  Government 
f  they  will  attempt  to  restore  the  Bill  to  its 
riginal  form  and  do  away  with  the  limita- 
ions  now  imposed  with  regard  to  preference 
3  unionists.  The  Government  proposal 
as  been  referred  to  by  the  honorable  mem- 
er  for  Darling  as  a  compromise. 

Mr.  Hughes. — It  proposes  to  adopt  the 
ractice  whidi  has  been  inaugurated  and 
irried  out  in  New  South  Wales.    For  some 


months  past  no  union  has  received  a  pre- 
ference unless  it  has  substantially  fulfilled 
these  conditions. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  fought  for  the  clause 
which  distinctly  and  unreservedly  gave  pre- 
ference to  unionists,  and  that  is  the  pro- 
vision by  which  Ministers  should  have 
stood.  I  regard  the  Bill  in  its  present  form 
with  disfavour  because  of  the  amendments 
made  in  clause  48  and  in  clause  62.  The 
Minister  of  Home  Affairs  knows  that  when 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Darling  Downs  wm 
accepted  I  felt  that  I  could  no  longer  give 
the  Bill  my  support.  I  regarded  it  as  hav- 
ing been  so  emasculated  that  it  had  better 
be  abandoned.  I  am  not  proposing  to  vote 
against  the  Government  to-night  because  of 
any  advantage  that  may  accrue  to  the  party 
to  which  I  belong. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber think  that  we  have  gone  too  far  in 
making  concessions  to  meet  the  other  side  ? 

Mr.  WILKS.— Why  should  the  Govern- 
ment have  gone  as  far  as  they  have  done? 
Have  we  not  a  right  to  look  to  a  democratic 
Ministry  to  furnish  us  with  measures  which 
shall  be  perfected  in  accordance  with  demo- 
cratic ideas?  I  thought  that  we  should  do 
away  with  the  old  system  when  the  new 
Ministry  came  into  power,  that  instead  of 
deferring  time  and  time  again  to  the  wishes 
of  the  House,  and  proving,  disregardful  of 
their  principles,  the  Government  would 
carry  out  their  principles  or  retire  fr(Mn 
office. 

Mr.  Hughes. — ^That  is  what  we  propose 
to  do,  and  the  hcsiorable  member  is  pro- 
posing to  stand  behind  those  who  desire 
to  bring  about  our  defeat.  He  is  playing 
their  game. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  do  not  care  what  game 
other  honorable  members  are  playing. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Does  the  honorable 
member  expect  to  obtain  a  better  Bill  from 
the  next  Government  ? 

Mr.  WILKS.— It  will  be  my  duty,  and 
that  of  the  htmorable  member,  to  attempt 
to  obtain  a  better  Bill. 

Mr.-  HiGGiNS. — If  we  go  into  C(»nmittee 
it  will  be  open  for  the  honorable  member 
to  move  to  strike  out  even  the  proviso  that 
the  Government  propose. 

Mr.  WILKS. — It  is  not  necessary  to  tell 
me  that.  I  am  thoroughly  disgusted  with 
the  way  this  Bill  has  been  treated.  I  am 
heartily  tired  of  ingenious  devices,  such  as 
those  adopted  by  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Darling  Downs,  acting  trnd*^ 
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the  advice  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Indi  and  others.  If  I  am  asked 
to  accept  cmnpromises  of  all  kinds,  I  say 
that  I  prefer  to  see  the  Bill  thrown  on  one 
side. 

Mr.  FiSH£R.~Does  not  the  hcxiorable 
member  admit  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  try  to  pass  the  Bill? 

Mr.  WILKS.— No;  I  think  it  is  their 
duty  to  abandon  the  Bill,  because  it  has 
been  emasculated. 

Mr.  Hughes. — By  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's friends. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  Prime  Minister 
would  have  been  in  a  much  stronger  posi- 
tion if  he  had'  gone  to  the  country,  and 
advocated  the  preference  to  unionists  pro- 
vided for  in  the  original  clause.  Although 
the  clause  originated  with  the  Deakin  Go- 
vernment, many  members  of  that  Ministry 
are  opposing  it  now.  Even  the  Prime 
Minister  is  opposing  the  original  proposal. 

Mr.  Hughes. — But  not  our  own  BilL 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  Prime  Minister  has 
admitted  that  the  words  "substantially  re- 
presents "  are  equivalent  to  the  word 
"majority,"  and  therefore  there  is  no  more 
difference  between  the  Government  pro- 
posal and  that  of  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinella  than  between 
tweedle-dum  and  tweedle-dee.  Both  pro- 
I'isions  trifle  with  the  question,  and  deal 
with  it  in  a  haphazard  manner.  Under 
the  Government  amendment  the  Judge 
would  have  the  power  of  interpretation, 
whereas  under  the  provision  adopted  at  the 
instance  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella,  the  conditions  would 
be  prescribed  by  statute  law.  I  do  not 
like  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinella,  but  at  least 
any  one  can  easily  see  what  it  means. 

Mr.  HuGHEs.-^uite  so.  It  means  the 
destruction  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  Government  pro- 
posal  would  have  the  same  effect,  because 
the  Judge  would  be  left  to  interpret  the 
law. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  must  be  so  in  all 
arbitration  cases. 

Mr.  WILKS.— It  would  be  imposwble 
to  predict  what  view  the  Judge  would  take 
with  regard  to  the  interpretation  of  the 
words  "substantially  represents,"  and  there- 
fore I  think  that  wp  should  not  be  upon 
safe  ground,  so  far  as  unionists  are  con- 
cerned. If  the  Bill  be  catried  in  its  pre- 
sent form,  the  large  unions  will  not  regis- 
ter under  it.      They  will  not  surrender 


their  right  to  strike  in  return  for 
shadow.  I  can  understand  h<»iani 
members  opposite  supporting  the  G<7ve 
ment,  because  they  are  in  a  tight  fix.  Ti 
can  see-  that  an  attempt  is  being  made 
take  the  business  of  the  House  out  of 
hands  of  Ministers.  I  admit  that 
attempt  of  that  kind  is  equivilert 
a  vote  of  censure,  and  if  it  comes  tc 
question  between  the  honorable  mem 
for  Bland,  and  the  right  honorable  m 
ber  for  East  Sydney,  as  Prime  Ministei 
do  not  know  that  I  shall  be  called  u 
to  stand  by  the  former.  I  am  under 
obligation  to  sink  my  individual  opini 
in  order  to  support  the  Prime  Minis^ 
and  if  my  vote  upon  this  occasion  resi 
in  placing  the  right  honorable  member 
East  Sydney  in  his  position,  I  do  not  th 
that  the  country  will  be  any  the  worse  j 
and.  personally,  I  will  not  regret  I 
I  shall  not  gain  personally  by  a  changfl 
Ministry.  I  have  defended  this  1 
throughout  my  own  electorate.  I  h 
had  to  defend  the  clause  in  which  it  is  j 
posed  to  grant  a  preference  to  imionj 
as  if  I  had  been  champitming  the  GoA 
ment  of  the  country,  instead  of  a  prinq 
in  a  Bill.  I  tell  Uie  Government  now  j 
if  they  will  fall  back  upon  their  origj 
proposal  to  confer  a  preference  upon  un 
ists  I  shall  vote  with  them.  But  I  c 
not  support  a  proposal  which  is  appara 
intended  as  a  sop  to  four  or  five  hoix>r; 
members  who  did  not  \'Ote  with  ihera  u 
the  previous  occasion. 

Mr.  Hughes. — The  proposal  of  the 
vernment  to  which  the  honorable  men 
refers,  defines  in  so  many  words  the  a 
tude  whicfi  has  been  taken  up  by  the  ?^ 
South  Wales  Artntratum  Court — aji  J 
tude  which  has  the  approval  of  this  ^^ 
stry  and  of  the  uni<»is  tHroughout  ! 
mother  State. 

Mr.  WILKS.— That  is  another  inteq 
tation  of  it  by  the  Minister  of  Extei 
Affairs.  This  afternoon  the  Prime  M 
s(er  informed  us  that  the  Government  t 
posal  would  practically  adiieve  the  si 
result  as  would  the  amendment  of  the  n 
orable  and  learned  member  for  Coriiwl 
Then,  I  claim  that  there  are  other  pr] 
sions  which  should  have  been  recommij 
by  the  Ministry — ^notably,  clause  62.  ] 
which  they  consented  to  rob  the  trn 
unicms  of  all  their  political  power.  In  t 
instance  they  were  content  to  accept 
amendment  the  effect  of  whidi  was  t 
though  the  unions  could  register  under  i 
provisi(ms  of  the   Bill   they   could  I 
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rider  certain  conditions  ask  for  a 
reference  award.  If  that  is  the  sort 
:  measure  which  they  desire  to  give  to 
leir  friends  I  can  raise  no  enthusiasm  in 
igard  to  it.  My  views'  of  trades  unitms 
-e  the  result  of  a  life-long  experience  of 
em.  I  do  not  belong  to  any  of  these 
ganizationa,  but  if  I  followed  a  trade 
should  certainly  join  one  of  them.  I 
ink  that  the  existence  of  trades  unions — 
)t withstanding  all  their  abuses — has  been 
I  ihe  social  advantage  of  Australia.  In 
lis  Bill  the  provision  relating  to  the  ex- 
nsion  of  a  preference  to  unionists  repre- 
nts  (Hily  so  much  blank  paper.  I  am 
itonished  that  the  Prime  Minister  and  ths 
[iniiter  of  External  Affairs,  who  have 
^cn  connected  with  trades  unions  for  so 
ing.  should  offer  us  a  clause  which  they 
imit  to  be  almost  equivalent  to  the  amend- 
ent  of  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
)r  Corinella. 

Mr.  HuGiiES. — There  is  nothing  wrong 
ith  our  proposal,  so  far  as  the  tmicHis  of 
.usiralia  are  concerned. 
Mr.  WILKS. — No  sane  man  can  appre- 
:.ite  the  difference  which  exists  between 
ie  amendmnit  submitted  by  the  honorable? 
nd  learned  member  for  Corinella,  in  re- 
^rcnre  to  registration  and  preference 
H.irds,  and  that  which  was  proposed  by 
le  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
)arling  Downs.  It  may  be  news  to  s<Mne 
onorable  members  to  learn  that  the  union- 
-ts  of  New  South  Wales  are  not  very  much 
namoured  of  the  Arbitration  Act  which  is 
pcrative  in  that  State.  As  a  matter  of 
aci.  some  of  the  most  powerful  union? 
icre  had  to  be  coaxed  into  registering  un- 
er  its  provisions.  I  hold  that  all  the 
laxing  in  the  world  will  not  induce  a 
ades  union  to  register  under  this  Bill  if 
s  members  are  to  be  deprived  of  prefer- 
ve  awards.  Three  weeks  ago  when  th3 
overnment  were  defeated  upon  vital  por- 
ons  of  this  measure,  they  should  either 
ive  abandoned  it  or  resigned  their  posi- 
ons.  We  should  then  have  had  a  demo- 
atic  Ministr\'  occupying  the  same  posi- 
uh  as  that  of  the  right  honorable  member 
H  Adelaide.  He  stands  in  the  cold  just 
3w,  but,  nevertheless,  he  appears  before 
ustralia  as  a  man  who  surrendered  the 
noluments  of  office  in  defence  of  a  prin- 
ple.  I  believe  that  honorable  members 
fipnsite  occupy  a  very  uncomfortable 
osition  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
f  ihey  were  not  supporters  of  the 
'Overnment,  I  venture  to  say  that 
ie>  would  condemn  this  Bill  more  severely 


than  I  am  doing.  Their  caustic  language 
would  be  employed  to  riddle  the  arguments 
of  those  who  are  seeking  to  fasten  such  a 
measure  upon  the  country. 

Mr.  Batchelok. — We  shall  do  that. 

Mr.  WILKS.— But  honorable  members 
will   do  it   when  it   is  too  late.  The 
honorable   member   for  Darling   has  de- 
clared  that   the   adoption   of   the  Go- 
vernment   proposal    will    solve    a  diffi- 
culty.   To  my  mind,  it  will  simply  cover 
up  an  industrial  sore,  and  sooner  or  later 
the  people  of  Australia  will  demand  that 
a    more    democratic    measure    shall  be 
brought  into  operation.     Under  that  Bill, 
in  its  present  form,   the  Shearers'  and 
the  Seamen's  Unions  will  be  compelled  to 
abandon  their  political  objects  and  political 
rules.    To  say  to  a  body  of  men  that  poli- 
tics shall  be  tabooed  from  their  associati<M), 
is  tantamount  to  slavery  of  the  worst  de- 
scription.   It  is  almost  impossible  to  have  a 
union  without  political  objects.  To  suggest 
that  employes,  who  incur  no  risk  what- 
ever, should  participate  in  an  award  of  the 
Court,  which  has  been  obtained  by  personal 
sacrifice  on  the  part  of  members  of  trades 
unions,  is  absolutely  unjust.    If  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  proposal  to  grant  a  preference 
to  unionists  were  engaged  in  ordinary  liti- 
gation, and  obtained  a  judgment  in  their 
favour,  would  they  not  take  prompt  steps 
to  enforce  it?    The  real  reason  why  we 
should  extend  a  preference  to  unionists 
is  to  prevent  them  from  being  black-listed. 
They  are  well  aware  that  if  they  were  to 
bring  their  employer  before  the  Arbitra- 
tion Court,  in  the  absence  of  some  such  pro- 
vision, they   would   inevitably   be  black- 
listed.   They  might  gain  their  case,  but 
they  would  lose  their  employment.   I  know 
of  one  establishment  in  Sydney  which  has 
employed  fully  2,500  hands.    Its  unionist 
employes  have  always  successfully  resisted 
any  attempt  to  decrease  their  wages  or  to 
alter  their  conditions,  but  every  endeavour 
to    decrease    the    wages    of    that  sec- 
tion of  its  employes  which  does  not  belong 
to  these  organizations  has  been  successful. 
I  believe  it  is  indispensable  that  prefer- 
ence should  be  granted  to  unionists.    It  is 
asserted  by  those  who  are  opp(»ed  to  the 
principle  that  it  is  a  proposal  to  prevent 
non-unicmists  from  obtaining  employment. 
It  is  nothing  of  the  kind.      The  object 
which  we  have  in  view  in  seeking  a  pre- 
ference to  unionists  is  that  those  who  have 
fought,  on  behalf  of  unionists  and  non- 
unionists  alike,  the  battle  for  better  condi- 
tions, and  who  have  exposed  the  funds  of 
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their  unions  to  serious  risk  in  their  ef- 
forts to  improve  the  lot  of  the  workers, 
shall  not  be  black  listed.  The  Prime 
Minister's  own  experience  teaches  fiimthat 
the  school  of  unionists  who  believe  that  a 
union  should  be  a  close  corporation  is  a 
verv  small  one,  and  it  is  provided  in  the 
Bill  itself  that  a  man  who  desires  to  join 
a  union  shall  not  be  prevented  from  doing 
so.  I  know  that  there  are  some  men  who 
honestly  object,  on  conscientious  grounds, 
to  join  a  union,  but  in  the  majority  of  cases 
a  refusal  to  become  a  unionist  is  generally 
due  to  a  regard  for  the  purse.  We  are 
now  confronted  with  a  mangled  Bill  which 
I  cannot  accept.  If  I  were  to  agree  to  the 
Bill  as  it  stands,  I  should  clearly  show  that 
I  was  a  straight-out  supporter  of  the  Go- 
vernment. But  I  am  not,  and  it  is  not 
for  me  to  take  a  certificate  of  exemption 
from  opposition.  If  I  decided  to  support 
the  Government,  it  would  be  my  duty  not 
to  accept  such  a  certificate,  but  to  resign 
my  seat  in  this  House  and  to  go  before  the 
electors  as  a  labour  candidate. 

Mr.  Bahfokd. — Is  this  a  moti<»i  of  cen- 
sure? 

Mr.  WILKS. — Honorable  members  op- 
posite say  that  it  is. 

Mr.  HiCGiNS. — ^The  honorable  member 
knows  that  it  is. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Then  I  welcome  it  1 
cannot  defend  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Thomas.— Is  this  another  "Yes-no" 
speech. 

Mr.  WILKS.— It  is  "Yes"  for  the  Bill 
and  "  No "  for  the  Government.  It 
is  not  like  some  of  the  "  Yes-no  "  speeches 
that  I  have  knowix  the  honorable  member 
to  make.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  not  one 
honorable  member  opposite  is  able  to  say 
"Yes"  to  the  Bill  from  first  to  last. 

Mr.  Maloney. — Another  House,  and  a 
better  one,  has  yet  to  deal  with  it. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Did  the  honorable  mem- 
ber say  "Yes"  to  the  Land  Tax  Bill,  in- 
troduced in  the  New  South  Wales  Parlia- 
ment by  the  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney  ? 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  did  not.  The  honor- 
able member  is  referring  to  matters  which 
took  place  in  the  New  South  Wales  Par- 
liament six  or  seven  years  ago,  and  I  am 
sure  that  he  then  did  many  things  which 
he  now  regrets. 

Mr.  Thomas. — I  am  sorry  that  I  sup- 
ported the  right  hcxiorable  member  for  Esust 
Sydney's  &>venmient  for  five  or  dx 
vears. 


Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^He  is  as  goo: 
man  as  is  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  Thomas. — I  do  not  sav  that  cti 
not. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  honorable  raem 
for  Hindmarsh  said  that  if  the  Mini; 
were  displaced,  the  right  honorable  nii 
ber  for  East  Sydney  would  become  Pr 
Minister. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  must  ask  the  h 
orable  member  not  to  discuss  that  matt< 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  wish  to  refer  to  it, 
only  in  defence  of  the  rij^ht  honor: 
member. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  just  as  \ 
that  the  House  should  thoroughly  un- 
stand  that  an  irrelevant  interjection  in 
wise  justifies  an  irrelevant  speech.  H 
orable  members  must  recognise  that  il 
were  to  be  held  that  it  did,  it  would  be 
easy  matter  to  secure  the  making  of 
irrelevant  interjection  at  uiy  time  to  jus 
any  number  of  irrelevant  speeches.  I 
honorable  members  not  to  make  irrelei 
interjecticHis,  but  even  if  such  interject! 
be  made,  I  cannot  permit  irrelei 
speeches. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  shall  merely  asfc 
honorable  member  for  Hindmarsh  to  t 
the  report  of  a  speech  made,  not  bv  a  R. 
ite,  but  by  Mr.  McGowan,  the  leader 
the  Labour  Party  in  New  South  W.t 
I  do  not  intend  to  make  an  elaborate 
ffence  of  the  action  of  the  right  honon 
member  for  East  Sydney. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  must  again  a.sk 
honorable  member  not  to  discuss  that  il 
ter. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  bow  to  your  ruling. 
I  do  not  favour  the  honorable  and  lear| 
member  for  Corinella's  amendment,  no^ 
I  approve  of  that  which  the  Prime  Mini 
desires  to  submit  If  clause  48  won 
be  restored  to  its  original  form  the  p 
lion  would  be  different.  If,  as  the  re 
of  the  amendment  of  this  motion,  the 
vernment  be  displaced,  it  will  be  purel 
matter  of  their  own  concern. 

Mr.  TuDOK. — But  the  bcmorable  ro 
ber  should  vote  for  the  motion  in  order  I 
the  clause  may  be  reoxnmitted. 

Mr.  Hughes. — If  the  hcmorable  meo; 
votes  against  the  motion  he  will  really  1 
for  the  honorable  and  learned  member  i 
Corinella's  amendment. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  shall  do  so.  in 
sense ;  but  the  Government  proposal  is  i 
stantially  the  same. 

Mr.  HioozNS. — Sul»tantially  is 
amtttguous." 
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Mr.  WILKS.— And  yet  the  honorable 
uid  learned  gentleman  asks  me  to  support 
ui  amendment  which  cx)n tains  that  word. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — I  am  referring  to  what 
i^rtemus  Ward  says, 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  am  asked  to  vote  for 
tn  ambiguous  amendment  which  has  sub- 
itantially  the  same  object  in  view  as  that 
A'hich  the  hoiorable  and  learned  member 
for  Corinella  has  sought  to  achieve.  I 
voted  in  favour  of  the  amendment  moved 
b\  the  htmorable  and  learned  member  for 
Darling  Downs,  and  I  think  it  is  just  as 
well  to  read  to  the  House  an  extract  from 
a  speech  which  I  delivered  on  the  6th  ult., 
in  which  I  clearly  stated  the  attitude  that  I 
look  up.     I  then  said — 

The  members  of  one  Ministry  have  already  re- 
signed over  this  Bill,  and  the  present  Ministry, 
if  ihey  value  the  opinions  of  the  workers  and  of 
the  masses  of  the  community,  will  adhere  firmly 
10  its  provisioQS,  and  even  resign  rather  than  ac- 
Lcpt  undue  interference.  I  am  pleased  that  the 
Prime  Bfiuister  bak  intimated  that  he  will  do  that. 
If  he  resides,  he  will  have  to  stand  before  those 
to  whom  alone  he  can  look  for  support.  I  care 
act  for  the  mouthings  we  trave  heard  about  the 
beauties  of  trades  imiooism  and  its  elevating  in- 
Huence.  Now  is  the  occasion  to  test  belief  In 
trades  unionism.  Those  who  believe  in  it  will 
rote  to  give  preference  to  unionists,  while  those 
who  fear  that  this  new  force  will  pu)  down  the 
class  to  which  they  belong,  and  destroy  their  poli- 
tical power,  will  vote  against  it.  I  am  prepared 
Co  take  my  stand  with  the  unionists,  though  it 
would  b«  easier  and  simpler  for  me  to  fight  with 
my  party  against  them,  because  I  expect  no  ad- 
■  V^tage  from  supporting  the  Labour  Party.  I 
lave  fought  that  party  lor  years,  and  will  con* 
iaue  to  do  so,  because  I  am  a  strong  indivi- 
lualtst,  and  they  have  in  their  platfrom  planks 
o  which  I  cannot  subscribe. 

That  was  my  position  then,  and  it  indi- 
ates  the  position  which  I  still  take  up. 

told  one  of  the  members  of  the  Ministry 
n  the  day  following  that  on  which  the 
mendment,  moved  by  the  honorable 
nd  learned  member  for  Darling  Downs, 
>-as  carried  that  the  Bill  was  so  mangled 
lat  I  could  not  approve  of  it.  No  hon- 
rable  member  opposite  could  honestly  tell 
is  ccHistituents  that  the  principle  of  pre- 
erence  to  unionists  is  preserved  in  the  Bill 
s  it  stands,  or  that  it  would  be  secured  if 
le  Government  proposal  were  carried.  The 
onorable  member  for  Hindmarsh .  said 
lat  he  objected  to  the  Government  pro- 
osal. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — I  did  not  say  that  I 
injected  to  it;  but  that  I  did  not  like  it. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  honorable  member, 
though  a  Govermnent  supporter,  does  not 
ke  it  ;  if  he  were  on  this  side  of  the  House 
3  would  hate  it.     I  strongly  object  to  it. 


and  consider  that  it  is  really  a  sham  and 
a  delusion. 

Mr.  Tudor. — Yet  the  honorable  member 
proposes  to  vote  for  something  worse. 

-Mr.  WILKS.— The  Government  will  not 
accept  the  amendment  moved  by  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Corinella  with 
the  result  that  the  Bill  irill  be  destroyed^ 
and  they  will  be  displaced.  If  the  Go- 
vernment were  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
and  were  fighting  for  preference  to  union- 
ists, they  would  not  have  a  stronger  sup- 
porter than  they  would  find  in  me. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — If  a  new  Government 
comes  in,  and  submits  a  Bill  that  does  not 
provide  for  preference  to  imionists,  will 
the  honorable  member  support  them  ? 

Mr.  WILKS. — If  honorable  members  op- 
posite, as  members  of  the  Opposition, 
fought  for  preference  for  unionists,  I 
should  support  them  in  that  fight. 

Mr.  Hughes. — The  honorable  member 
knows  that  the  next  Government  will  not 
bring  in  a  Bill  providing  for  preference 
to  unionists.  He  is  prepared  to  vote  for 
the  creation  of  a  Government  that  will  not 
bring  in  such  a  Bill.  The  members  of 
the  future  Government  sit  opposite  with 
faces  like  the  rising  sim. 

Mr.  WILKS. —  I  am  '  concerned  only 
with  the  Bill  itself.  It  has  already  been 
destroyed,  and  unless  the  attractions  of 
office  have  very  great  charms  for  them — 
and  I  do  not  believe  that  they  have — the 
Go\ernment  should  welcome  this  easy  way 
out  of  the  difficulty.  The  Government 
which  succeeds  them  will  have  to  bring  in 
another  Bill,  and  if  they  do  not  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Opposition  will  be  in  a  position 
to  attack  them.  The  failure  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  submit  a  motion  for  the  recom- 
mittal of  clause  62  is  in  itself  almost  worthy 
of  a  vote  of  censure. 

Mr.  Tudor. — Why  does  not  the  honor- 
able member  move  to  recommit  that  clause  ? 

Mr.  WILKS.— If  I  did,  what  support 
should  I  receive  from  the  honorable  mem- 
ber and  other  honorable  members  opposite  ? 

Mr.  Hutchison. — I  should  support  the 
honorable  member. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Of  course  the  honorable 
member  would.  He  said  at  the  time  that 
he  .did  not  approve  of  clause  48  as 
amended,  while  the  honorable  member  for 
Grey  said  that  the  Bill  was  "no  good." 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — ^The  Government  are  now 
seeking  to  amend  it. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  amendment  whtcb 
they  propose  is  so  well  watered  that  t! 
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will  not  obtain  my  support.  I  shall  be 
pleased  if,  as  the  result  of  the  apiendment  of 
this  motion,  the  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney  gains  a  seat  on  the  Treasury 
benches.  I  have  be«i  a  member  of  his 
party  for  many  years,  and,  although  I  have 
recently  been  dissociated  frcmi  it,  so  far  j 
as  the  question  of  preference  is  concerned  I 
intend  to  adopt  that  course  which  commends 
itself  to  my  judgment,  and  to  vote  agunst 
the  proposal  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir).—!  hdve  lis-  1 
tened  very  attentively  to  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Dalley,  who  has  made 
what  is  practically  an  electioneering  speech. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  workers  to  whom  he 
is  appealing  as  the  only  man  who  desires 
to  secure  a  measure  that  will  really  give 
the  benefits  which  we  are  seeking  to  con- 
fer upon  them,  may  well  cry,  "  Save  us 
from  our  friends."  The  honorable  mem- 
ber maintains  that,  because  this  Bill  does 
not  provide  for  absolute  preference  to  unicm- 
ists  quite  irrespective  of  other  considera- 
tions, it  should  be  rejected.  But,  having  re- 
gard to  the  foundation  upon  which  this 
legislation  is  built,  he  is  asking  for  some- 
thing that  is  really  impracticable.  He  knows 
that  in  order  that  the  clause  in  question  may 
be  effective,  unionism  must  be  organized. 
Unless  we  draw  some  line  between  imion- 
ists  and  non-unionists  we  cannot  achieve 
the  end  which  we  have  in  view  in  passing 
a  Bill  of  this  character.  The  honorable 
member  for  Dal  ley  says  that  without  the 
clause  as  it  stood  before  it  was  amended 
on  the  motion  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella,  the  Bill  will  be  a 
failurCf  because  it  will  practically  offer  a 
stone  to  those  who  are  crying  for  bread.  He 
said  that  if  the  Government  had  stood  by 
the  original  clause  he  would  have  been 
with  them,  because  he  believes  that  with- 
out preference  no  encourat^ement  can  be 
gi^'en  to  men  to  beccmie  unionists.  But  no 
one  knows  better  than  he  does  that  the 
Government  did  stand  bv  that  clause,  and 
that  the  Committee  would  not  allow  it  to 
remnin  as  originally  drafted.  No  Govern- 
ment can  get  its  legislation  through  exactly 
as  it  introdures  it.  The  Government  in 
New  South  Wales  which  the  honorable 
member  supported  for  manv  years  had  to 
submit  to  the  amendment  of  its  legislation, 
and  he  did  not  fall  out  with  it  when  a 
certain  Bill  was  thrown  under  the  table. 
Now.  however,  he  takes  the  stand  that  the 
attempt  of  the  Government  to  improve  the 
impracticable  proviuon  inserted  by  the  hon- 


orable and  learned  member  for  Cori 
is  merely  substituting  for  it  a  prov 
which  is  substantially  the  same.  It  w 
be  ridiculous  to  require  preferenoe  to 
given  without  regard  to  the  circumsta 
of  every  case.  The  Court  will  hear 
evidence  of  witnesses,  and  will  adjudi 
according  to  the  testimony  put  befor 
What  the  Government  propose  is  that 
ference  shall  be  given  where  it  is  clear 
a  substantial  majority  is  represented  b} 
applicants  for  it  But'  can  the  honoi 
member  for  Dalley  tell  us  how  Uie  p: 
sion  of  the  honor^le  and  learned  mei 
for  Corinella  could  be  worked  ?  He  at 
to  the  clause  the  following  provision— 
And  provided  faithet  that  no  such  prefe. 
shall  be  directed  to  be  given  unless  the  ap[ 
tiOD  for  such  preference  is  in  the  opinioD  o 
Court  approved  by  a  majority  of  those  nht 
afTected  by  the  award  who  have  xntere^l 
common  with  the  applicant. 

None  of  those  who  are  opposing  the 
posal  to  recommit  the  clause  ha\'e  shown 
that  absolute  majority  can  be  made  kiK 

Five  hundred  men  enrolled  in  a  u 
might  apply  to  the  Court  for  an  award, 
in  addition  to  them  there  might  be  i. 
others  engaged  in  the  same  industry  \ 
tered  all  over  the  two  States  to  which 
dispute  had  extended,  or,  perhaps,  all 
the  Commonwealth.  As  they  would  na 
organized,  their  names  would  not  be  on, 
roll,  and  there  would  be  no  source  i 
which  any  information  could  be  obta 
respecting  them.  Honorable  members 
posite  are  trying  to  impose  upon  the  ini 
gence  of  the  House  when  they  supper] 
amendment  which  requires  the  existenc 
such  a  majority  to  be  ascertained  befort 
granting  of  a  preference  by  the  Court, 
proposal  is  palpably  absurd.  But  wher« 
those  who,  when  the  matter  was  before 
Committee,  made  such  talented  addn 
on  the  subject,  and  so  ably  championed 
cause  of  the  iMMi-unionists?  Why  are  ; 
absent  from  the  Chamber  now?  The  ami 
ment  of  the  honorable  and  learned  met 
]  for  Corinella  is  absolutely  impractic. 
and  the  Government  wish  to  substitute 
it  a  reasonable  and  practical  alterna 
Without  organization  the  measure  canno 
put  into  operation.  Only  organization: 
100  men  or  more  could  bring  a  case 
the  Arbitration  Court.  Those  who  sup 
the  provision  which  requires  that  bei 
granting  a  preference  the  Court  shall  m 
tain  that  a  majority  of  the  persons  empir 
in  the  industry  concerned  are  in  favou 
it  are  the  absolute  enemies  of  compuv 
industrial  arbitration.  /Fhere  aie  two  « 
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■  killing  a  Bill — by  absolutely  voting 
[iinst  it,  and  by  rendering  it  impracticable 
ic  ineffective  by  subtly-worded  amend- 
eois.  Honorable  members  opposite  are 
bpriig  the  latter  course.  But  never  be- 
te in  the  history  of  the  Commcmwealth 
IS  the  step  been  taken  which  is  being 
iuf.  by  the  Opposition  to-night, 
b-urable  members  opposite  vill  not 
■^■i  M  the  direct  issue.  They  cannot 
kU::  the  Government  by  a  general  criti- 
their  actions,  so  they  stand  behind 
I  .?^J^e  and  fire  their  little  gun.  Instead  of 
i  direct  vote  of  censure,  they  refuse 
[  J  ..IT  the  Government  to  recommit  the 
iv.  \o  tcake  the  clause  effective  and  accept- 
l=r:  m  the  people.  Where  are  the  friends  | 
i  ,di:ration  now?  I  know  by  the  beaming  1 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Mac-  [ 
[cire  :kt  Ke  thinks  that  things  are  looking 
rril  fox  his  party.  Whenever  the  lim  is 
we  find  his  substitute  here. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — The  honorable  mem- 
n^iast  confine  himself  to  the  question  be- 
br  the  Oiair. 

Mr.  WEBSTER. — I  repeat  what  I  may 
to  repeat  a  hundred  times  more  witliin 
^  ttxi  diree  months,  that  those  who  are 
irh^  to  bring  about  the  defeat  of  tEe  Go- 
^trjsen:  indirectly  by  voting  against  the  re- 
t.i3uiial  of  the  clause,  are  stabbing  in  the 
^legifladon  which  they  have  professed 
'Mippnt.  Can  either  of  the  leaders  of 
f'-  Opposition  show  that  thev  are  acting 

^  faith  on  this  occasion  ? 

^1:-  Sydkev    Sbcth. — The  honorable 
tried  to  prevent  the  leader  of  the 
O^^Qstion  from  malcing  an  explanation  cm 
'  sadon. 

l!r.  WEBSTER— With  regard  to  that 

^'■frat.  I  can  sav  

J!r.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
«^  not  be  in  order  in  referring  to  an 
cr^ievant  matter. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  proposal  which 
9*  GorenuDflDt  wish  to  substitute  for  the 
;wrini«t  carried  by  the  honorable  and 
janed  member  for  Corinella  reads  as  fol- 

.^^^■^rt,  before  directing  that  preference 
i*!!  to  the  members  of  an  organization, 

M  ntiified  that  the  organiution  substan- 
_^-7  lepracBU  the  indiiftry  afltected  in  poukt  of 

^  STobm  ud  competence  of  its  memben. 

The  amendment  wcmld  be  a  perfectly  work- 
^<^'e  me.  The  oonditicMi  whidi  it  is  sought  to 
|3ipue  is  suggested  by  the  experience  gained 
in  New  South  Wales,  and  the  honorable 
for  Dalley  is  practically  refusing 
"1  nteod  to  the  workers,  under  the  Federal 


Bill,  the  advantages  which  they  enjoy  and 
recognise  as  such  under  the  State  law.  It 
is  all  very  welt  for  honorable  members  to 
shelter  themselves  behind  the  fact  that  the 
Bill  does  not  entirely  meet  with  their  ap- 
proval, and,  on  that  ground,  to  refuse  to 
give  to  their  constituents  the  relief  which 
they  seek.  I  am  perfectly  sure  that  the 
unionists  in  the  electorate  represented  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Daltey  will  not 
regard  his  conduct  in  a  favorable  light. 
He  is  prepared  to  throw  on  one  side  a  mea- 
sure whidi  they  would  be  glad  to  have 
even  in  an  imperfect  form.  It  was  pointed 
out  when  the  Bill  was  previously  under  dis- 
cussion, that,  if  preference  were  not  given 
to  unicMiists,  no  incentive  would  be  offered 
to  workmen  to  join  the  unions.  If  the 
non-unionists  are  to  share  in  the  benefits 
which  have  been  obtained  through  the  exer- 
tions of  the  unionists  in  the  past,  without 
being  called  upon  to  pay  anything  for  them, 
the  unions  will  gradually  dwindle  away 
for  want  of  support.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  North  Sydney  proposed  that  the 
present  unions  should  be  done  away  with, 
and  that  organizations  should  be  formed 
which  would  embrace  all  workers.  In 
other  words,  the  aim  of  that  member  and 
those  associated  with  him  is  to  entirely 
destroy  the  present  unions,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  break  down  the  Bill. 
If  they  had  their  way  they  would 
give  the  members  of  the  unions  the 
benefit  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  only 
at  the  sacrifice  of  their  political  rights.  The 
attitude  assumed  by  honorable  members  op- 
posite in  connexion  with  this  matter  is  most 
cowardly.  The  tactics  adopted  do  not  re- 
flect credit  upon  those  who  have  engaged  in 
them,  and  I  am  sure  that  in  the  end  they 
will  operate  to  their  disadvantage.  I  be- 
lie^'e  that  some  honorable  members  opposite 
have  a  high  appreciation  of  justice  and 
honour,  and  that  they  would  prefer  to  see 
a  straight-out  fight  rather  than  an  insidious 
attempt  such  as  is  now  being  made  to 
eject  the  Ministry  from  office.  Those  who 
are  opposing  the  recommittal  of  the  Bill  are 
practically  depriving  the  Government  of  the 
power  to  defend  themselves.  I  regard  the 
absence  of  the  leaders  of  the  Opposition  as 
very  significant.  If  I  were  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  House  I  should  scorn  to 
sit  behind  leaders  who  had  not  the  cour- 
age to  come  forward  and  openly  attack  the 
Ministry.  What  is  to  be  thought  of  those 
gallant  fighters  for  liberty  who  are  not  bold 
enough  to  face  ^e  situation  openly,  and 
declare    their    real  object.  ^They  ■  are 
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practically     attacking    the  Government 
from  behind   a  hedge.     They   are  shel- 
tering   themselves     behind     the  proviso 
inserted   at   the   instance    of   the  hon- 
orable   and    learned    member  for  Cori- 
nelU,     and    are    content    in    this  way 
to  bring  about  results  whidi  they  are 
not  prepared  to  secure  by  more  legitimate 
means.     The  right  honorable  meim>er  for 
Swan  has  always  been  prepared  to  engage 
in  a  straight-out  fight,  and  surely  he  can- 
not approve  of  the  questionable  methods 
now  being  adopted.     He  would  cover  him- 
self with  glory  if  he  were  to  put  to  shame 
the  leaders  of  the  Opposition,  who  are 
taking  up  so  unworthy  a  positioa  The 
honorable  member  for  Datley  and  other 
honorable  members,  who  are  opposing  the 
proposal  of  the  Government,  will  find  it 
very  difficult  to  justify  their  actions  to  their 
constituents.     I  say,  without  hesitaMon, 
that  the  workers  of  Australia,  who  are  par- 
ticularly interested  in  this  Bill,  would  be 
pleased  in  six  months'  time  to  have  the  Bill 
even  with  the  condition  suggested  by  the 
Government.     Honorable  members  seem  to 
think  that  the  Government  have  no  sup- 
porters in  the  Senate.     They  appear  to  for- 
get that  the  Ministry  are  represented  very 
strongly  elsewhere,  and  that  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  in  the  other  Chamber 
have  a  right  to  express  their  opinitHis,  and 
to  put  their  stamp  upon  this  measure.  Are 
not  honorable  members  opposite  rather 
afraid  to  afford  honorable  members  of 
the  Senate  that  opportunity,  and  is  not  their 
present  action  due  to  that  fear?     If  so. 
they  are  adopting  a  cowardly  attitude,  and 
also  an  unpatriotic  one.     Those  -who  are 
taking   the   leading  part  in  the  present 
attack  upon  the  Government  are  pursu- 
ing a  most  unusual  course,  a  course  un- 
paralleled in  our  political  history. 
An  Honorable  Member. — It  is  sand- 

.  Mr.  WEBSTER.— 'Undoubtedly  it  is 
sandbagging.  fThey  are  attempting  to 
sandbag  the  Government  from  behind  a 
hedge.  When  I  look  into  this  matter 
closely,  I  cannot  repress  a  feeling  border- 
ing upon  contempt  for  the  methods  which 
are  being  adopted  by  honorable  members 
opposite.  This  is  the  most  cowardly  at- 
tack that  I  have  ever  witnessed  during  my 
political  experience. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — Take  it  quietly. 
Mr.  WEBSTER.— Does  not  the  honor- 
able member  know  that  I  am  here  to  le- 
present  the  people,  that  they  expect  me  to 
do  mv  duty  towards  them,  that  I  am  anxious 


to  discharge  that  duty,  and  that  it  is! 
possible  for  a  man  who  is  earnest  in 
work  to  witness  without  protest  what 
being  perpetrated  by  bonorable  memj 
opposite  ?  j 
Mr.  KEifNEDY. — ^Apparently  they  h 
the  numbers.  That  is  why  thev  do 
"yabber." 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Judging  by  the  'j( 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Macquar! 
fancy  that  the  numbers  are   up  or 
there  is  a  likeliluxxl  of  them  going  uj 

Mr.  Batchelor, — The  numbers  will 
upon  our  side  before  it  is  all  over. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.—Why  do  not  h.i 
able  members  opposite  allow  this  Bill 
get  into  Committee?     Why  do  you 
to  the  adoption  of  the  ordinary  Pa 
mentary  procedure?     Why  do  jou 
such  a  cowardly  course  upon  the  pr 
occasion  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  can  assure  the  Y 
orable  member  that  I  am  taking  no  3 
course.  The  honorable  member  must  i 
dress  the  Chair. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  did  not  say  i 
you,  sir,  were  adopting  a  cowardlv  coi 
of  action.  I  am  satisfied  that  vou  wo 
not  do  so.  If  I  had  to  deal  with  gen 
men  of  your  status  I  should  have  no  rea 
to  complain. 

Mr.  SPE.ffKER.— It  is  disorderly 
address  the  House  in  the  second  pen 
and  again  and  again  the  honorable  merr 
has  said  "  you  !"  If  he  will  address 
House  in  the  third  person,  or  address 
Chair  he  will  be  in  order. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  shall  endeavoui 
do  so.  The  present,  however,  is  an  exc 
tional  occasion,  and  if  I  A)  not  com 
with  the  rules  of  parliamentary  proced 
it  is  a  fault  of  the  head  and  not  of 
heart.  I  again  ask  honorable  meml 
opposite  why  they  will  not  allow  this  1 
to  go  into  Committee  ?  The  answer  is  t 
they  are  afraid  of  doing  so  lest  the  worl; 
should  obtain  an  Arbitration  Act  to  rem* 
their  wrongs.  The  members  of  the  I 
Government,  who  supported  this  Bill,  ^ 
fessed  to  favour  the  principle  of  comp 
sory  arbitration,  but  only  one  interprd 
tion  can  be  placed  upon  tiieir  action  ! 
night.  They  are-  evidently  determined  j 
prevent  the  workers  of  Australia  from  ' 
curing  a  measure  of  this  kind.  Wher« 
the  right  honorable  niember  for  Swan,  i 
father  of  this  character  of  legislation' 
Western  Australia?  C 
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RREST. — The  Western  Aus- 
not  contain  a  clause  grant- 
;  to  unionists. 

ER. — It  would  have  worked 

had  it  contained  such  a 
n  satisfied  that  if  the  sup- 
Government  occupied  the 
hes  they  would  refuse  to 
ind  a  hedge.  They  would 
;  it  not  a  fact  that  to-day 
.a.\  unions  are  anxiously 
ssing  of  this  measure?  If 
jme  law  within  the  next 
is  it  not  probable  that  we 

a  repetition  of  a  terrible 
;le  ?  The  honorable  mem- 
las  referred  to  this  Hill  as 
till.  I  maintain  that  it  is 
;nd.  It  is  a  measure  which 
ke  as  workable  as  possible, 
rifice  of  principle.  Hon- 
opposite  have  not  the  cour- 
1  direct  no-confidence  rrio- 
eek  to  attain  their  end 
hich  are  neither  hon- 
t.  The  honorable  mem- 
worth  has  had  a  good 
n  the  question  of  majority 
ould  point  out  that  the 
It  a  preference  to  unionists 

considerations  of  majority 
ividual  who  glibly  declares 
onist  has  an  equal  right  to 
with  the  unionist  under- 
lut  unionism.     The  honor- 

Dalley  has  announced  that 
the  Government  because  of 
[lowing  trades  unions  to  be 
r  political  rights.  It  ap- 
t  because  be  cannot  obtain 
deems  to  be  perfect — a  re- 
■actically  impossible — he  is 
pose   this    measure.  He 

have  refused  to  extend  a 
nionists.  We  have  done 
ind.  The  fact  is  that  hon- 
opposite  seek  to  prevent  us 
a  unionists  that  preference 
rience  of  the  New  South 

proved  to  be  desirable, 
e  opposing  this  motion 
cing   to   defeat   the  Bill 

Honorable  members  of 
are  seeking,  as  the  Prime 
id,  to  tear  the  very  heart 

If  we  accepted  what  they 
:  to,  we  should  have  but  a 

a  Bill.  In  the  absence  of 
n  as  the  Government  de- 


sire to  insert,  this  measure  would  be  of  no 
practical  value  in  solving  the  difficulties 
which  it  is  designed  to  remove.  If  we 
strike  out  a  vital  principle  underlying  the 
Bill,  it  can  be  of  no  use  to  those  whom 
we  are  anxious  to  benefit.  I  am  proud  to 
think  that  the  leader  of  the  Labour  Party 
— the  Prime  Minister  of  Australia — has 
sufficient  backbone  to  say  that  be  will  not 
accept  that  which  would  be  a  mere  delu- 
sion. I  am  glad  to  think  that  he  has  the 
courage  to  stand  up  boldly  for  that  which 
he  believes  to  be  rigKt,  and  that  those  who 
support  him  are  prepared  to  throw  upon 
the  opponents  of  this  motion  the  responsi- 
bility for  the  loss  of  the  Bill.  I  realize 
that  the  Prime  Minister  and  those  asso- 
ciated with  him  will  be  in  a  position  to  go 
before  the  workers  for  whose  benefit  this 
measure  is  designed,  and  to  point  out  that 
those  who  voted  against  this  motion  voted 
really  to  defeat  the  Bill.  We  shall  be 
able  to  appeal  to  the  electors  in  New  South 
Wales,  Western  Australia,  and  Victoria 
who  have  just  been  appealed  to  by  mem- 
bers of  the  States  Parliaments,  as  well  as 
to  those  to  whom  an  appeal  is  now  being 
made  in  Queensland.  The  people  of  Vic- 
toria have  shown  that  they  have  confidence 
in  a  party  which  is  prepared  to  take  up  a 
certain  stand,  and  why  should  we  be  afraid 
to  face  the  electors,  after  the  experiences 
of  the  last  twelve  months,  as  long  as  we 
fight  for  that  which  must  be  of  advantage 
to  the  people,  and  give  security  to  the  in- 
dustrial workers  of  the  Commonwealth?  I 
emphatically  assert  that  the  hos- 
tility to  '  this  motion  is  not  cre- 
ditable to  those  who  pose  as  lead- 
ing members  of  the  Opposition.  They  are 
certainly  not  taking  a  courageous  course, 
or  one  that  would  have  commended  itself 
to  any  Premier  or  leader  of  the  Opposition 
who  figures  in  the  history  of  Australian 
Parliaments.  It  is  now  proposed  in  the 
Parliament  of  Australia  to  create  the  pre- 
cedent of  taking  advantage  of  the  procedure 
of  the  House  to  achieve  an  object  which 
can  be  honorably  secured  only  by  the 
manly  course  of  proposing  a  direct  mo- 
tion of  want  of  confidence.  It  seems  to 
be  a  case  of  "  win,  tie,  or  wrangle "  with 
the  Opposition.  They  are  determined  to 
win  by  unfair  means  if  they  cannot  suc- 
ceed by  ^air  methods ;  but,  come  what 
may,  we  should  prefer  to  leave  the  Trea- 
sury benches  rather  than  resort  to  such  tac  - 
tics.  We  shall  meet  those  who  have  been 
guilty  of  these  tactics  by-and-by,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  when  we  consult  those 
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vho  sent  them  here,  they  will  find  them- 
selves in  a  far  worse  position  than  that 
which  they  occupy  to-day, 

Mr.  LONSDALE  (New  England).— I 
had  no  intention  to  speak  to  this  motion, 
but  feel  constrained  to  reply  to  some  of  the 
remarks  made  by  the  bcoKn-able  member 
for  Gwydir,  who  has  urged  that,  a  fair  and 
manly  course  should  be  adopted  to  secure 
the  defeat  of  the  Ministry.  Personally  it 
matters  not  to  me  which  party  occupies  the 
Treasury  benches.  Even  if  the  Govem- 
raent  be  defeated,  I  am  not  likely  to  secure 
office  in  the  new  Ministry.  In  speaking 
of  the  honorable  way  in  which  the  present 
Government  obtained  office,  the  honorable 
member  apparently  overlooked  the  fact  that 
the  late  Goverrmient  introduced  this  Bill, 
and  that  they  were  defeated  because  of  the 
stand  they  took  up  when  a  wtain  amend- 
ment was  proposed.  He  has  apparently 
forgotten  that  when  the  present  Govern- 
ment took  office  they  failed  to  stand  by  the 
proposal  which  was  responsible  for  theii 
gaining  the  Treasury  benches. 

Mr.  Batchelob. — That  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— It  is  well  known 
that  they  did  not  stand  by  that  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  is  not  the  ques- 
tion which  is  before  the  House. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— Honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  are  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
Government  proposal,  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  practically  differs  but  slightly  from 
the  amendment  which  was  carried  on  the 
motion  of  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Corinella.  If  the  Prime  Minister 
were  seeking  to  recommit  the  Bill,  in  order 
to  propose  that  a  straight-out  preference  to 
unionists  should  be  given,  one  could  ad- 
mire his  courage,  but  he  is  not  doing  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  He  simply  wishes  to 
give  his  supporters  an  opportunity  to  back 
down,  and  to  be  able  to  say  to  the  worker. 
**  We  tried  to  get  the  Bill  recoomiitted,  and 
did  all  we  could  to  secure  what  you  de- 
sired." He  would  give  the  Court  power  to 
say  whether  an  organization  applying  for  a 
preference  substantially  represents  a  ma- 
jority of  those  affected  by  the  award. 

Mr.  Batchelob. — If  the  Government 
proposal  is  practically  the  same  as  t^e 
amendment  moved  by  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinella,  why  is  not 
the  honorable  member  prepared  to  support 
it? 


Mr.  LONSDALE.— The  Govemra 
proposal  is  simply  that  the  Court  shall 
satisfied  that  a  majority  of  those  engag 
in  the  industry  ask  for  a  preference. 

Mr.  Spence.— That  is  rK>t  the  Gort 

ment  proposal. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— The  proviso  insei 
on  the  motion  of  the  honorable  and  lean 
member  tor  Corinella,  is  as  follows : — 

And  provided  farther,  that  no  such  prefcrt 
shall  be  directed  to  be  given  unless  the  appi 
tion  for  such  preference  ii  in  the  opinion  of 
Court  approv^  by  a  majority  of  those  afle< 
by  the  award  who  have  interests  in  <»mmon  ■ 
the  applicants. 

The  Prime  Minister's  amendment  is  1 
similar.  I  am  opposed  to  an  injustice 
ing  done  by  taw,  and  I  am  opposed  to 
recommittal  of  the  Bill,  because  there  i 
very  little  difference  between  the  two 
po«ils. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — ^The  hoiKirable  mer 
is  supporting  the  amendment,  because 
knows  that  if  the  matter  be  dealt  witt 
the  House  the  Opposition  will  have 
more  vote. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— The  honorable  n 
ber  knows  what  is  my  attitude  cm  this  q 
tion.  I  am  opposed  to  the  granting  • 
preference  to  unionists.  When  tmions 
vote  their  funds — as  we  have  known  t 
to  do — to  political  purposes,  men  sh< 
not  be  compelled  to  join  them.  If 
Labour  Party  had  agreed  that  the  pi 
sion  as  to  the  granting  of  prefer 
should  apply  solely  to  an  organization  • 
as  we  proposed,  free  from  all  p0litic.1l 
fluence,  very  little  objection  oould  1 
been  taken  to  it.  But  what  right  ban 
to  compel  a  man  to  join  a  uixion  in  <r 
that  he  may  be  able  to  earn  a  livelihoorl 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — No  such  provision  :i 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— The  honorable  vr. 
ber  calls  himself  a  democrat,   and  \& 
desires  to  give  special  privileges  to  a  cfr 
section  of  workers.     That  is  rank  Ti 
ism,  and  honorable  members  opposite, 
pose  as  democrats,  are  really  the  Torid 
ths  day.   The  Government  ao  not  now 
pose  that  a  preference  shall  be  given 
of  any  restrictions.      If  they    did  I 
would  take  up  a  manly  course ;  but  : 
simply  wish  to  boast  of  their  actior^j 
their  supporters,  in  whose  eyes  the\-  1 
been  frcKn  the  first  throwing  dust-      I  I 
the  interests  of  the  workers  at  h^rt  ^u! 
much  as  have  hcmorabje.  TtneaAxsn  oppu 
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shown  my  sympathy  with 
here  to  take  certain  rights 
2t  of  workers  and  to  give 
From  the  outset  I  have 
opponent  of  the  Bill,  and 
□  maintain  that  attitude, 
ired  to  take  the  responsi- 
br  the  amendment 

.  Poynton)  proposed — 

>e  adjouFDcd. 

OOK. — How  is  it  that  we 
early  ? 

-If  the  honorable  member 
he  can  do  so. 

to;  debate  adjourned. 

NT  TRADE  MARKS 
BILL. 

Tom  the  Senate,  and  (on 
Batchelos)  read  a  first 

)URNMENT. 
Postal  Employes. 
.  Hughes)  proposed— 
lo  DOW  adjourn. 

:00K  (Bourke).— I  wish 
ti(xi  of  the  Government  to 
•y  work  that  is  being  done 
me  in  the  Post  Office  in 
publication  which  is  called 
am  told  that  the  men  are 
:k  for  an  extra  period,  for 
e  no  pay,  in  order  to  put 
:>,ooo  copies  of  a  publica- 
Tfifi,  or  The  Grit,  or  some 
lat.  It  is  nothing  but  a 
isements,  but  it  has  been 
the  provisions  of  the  Post 
Act  as  a  newspaper.  I 
lent  to  look  into  the  matter 
ee  whether  unfair  advan- 
;  taken  of  the  Act ;  and 
er  the  men.  when  engaged 
jnger  period  than  would 
case,  should  not  receive 
in  for  it. 

3  (West  Sydney — Minister 
rs). — I  will  bring  the  mat- 
ttice  of  my  colleague,  the 
al,  and  request  him  to  look 

ed  in  the  affirmative, 
jumed  at  10.14  P-°>- 


Senate, 

Thursday,  11  August,  1^04. 

The  President  took  the  chair  at  2.30 
p.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

CAIRNS  POST  OFFICE. 
Senator  GIVENS.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council, 
without  notice,  if  he  has  any  objection  to 
lay  on  the  table  of  the  Senate  copies  of 
papers  and  correspondence  connected  with 
the  proposal  to  build  a  new  post-office  at 
Cairns  ? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  shall  consult 
the  Postmaster-General,  and  if  he  has  no 
objection,  I  shall  see  that  these  papers  are 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  Library.  I  may 
remind  honorable  senators  that  in  some 
instances  the  papers  called  for  are  of  a 
bulky  nature,  and  take  some  time  to  copy. 
If  Senator  Givens  is  satisfied  with  this 
answer,  what  I  have  stated  will  be  done. 

PAPERS. 

MINISTERS  laid  upon  the  table  the 
following  papers — 

Regulation  under  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Act, 
Statutory  rule  No.  45. 

Classificatioo  of  the  Public  Service. 

First  annual  report  of  the  Public  Service  Com- 
missioner. 

Addition  to  financial  and  allowance  regulations. 
Statutory  rules,  1904,  No.  43,  and  amendment  of 
regulations,  Statutory  rules,  1904,  No.  42. 

The  Clerk  laid  upon  the    table  the 
following  paper — 

Return  to  an  order  of  the  Senate,  of  14th  July, 
1904,  giving  the  quantity  and  value  of  imports 
and  exports. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 
Motion   (by   Senator  Clemons)  agreed 
to — 

That  one  month's  leave  of  absence  be  granted 
to  Senator  Sir  ].  H.  Symon,  on  account  of  urgent 
privalc  affairs. 

EVIDENCE  BILL. 
Motion  (by  Senator  McGregor)  agreed 
to— 

That  leave  be  given  to  introduce  a  Bill  for  an 
Act  relating  to  the  law  of  evidence. 

Bill  presented  and  read  a  first  time. 

NEW  HEBRIDES:   REBATE  OF 
DUTIES. 

Debate  resumed  from  28th  July  (lide 
page  3654),  on  motion  by  Senator  Stani- 
forth  Smith — 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  a  Bill  should 
be  introduced  by  the  Government  to  provide  for  a 
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rebate  of  the  duties  paid  00  all  natural  products 
of  the  soil  imported  into  the  Commoawealth  which 
have  been  grown  in  the  islands  of  the  New  He- 
brides, on  land  ownfd  and  occupied  by  British 
subjects. 

Senator  PEARCE  (Western  Australia). 
— I  think  that  Senator  Smith  is  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  bringing  this  question  for- 
ward. It  does  not  savoiir  much  of  fire- 
works, and  does  not  attract  much 
attention ;  but  though  it  may  be  to 
some  extent  outside  the  ken  of  the  people  of 
Australia  generally,  it  is  one  which,  ac- 
cx>rding  to  the  way  in  which  it  is  settled, 
may  have  important  results,  affecting  the 
people  of  the  Commonwealth,  if  not  at  pre- 
sent, certainly  in  the  time  to  come.  We 
cannot  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  though  we 
are  living  in  a  continent  separated  from 
other  parts  of  the  world,  and  are  self- 
contained,  there  are  other  nations  whose 
possessions  are  in  close  proximity  to  us, 
and  with  whom  we  shall  hereafter 
have  dealings,  we  hope  of  a  friendly 
character,  but  it  may  be  of  an  tmfriendly 
character.  It  is  the  province  and  duty  ot 
this  Parliament,  so  far  as  within  it  lies,  to 
see  that  these  questions  are  not  made  diffi- 
cult of  solution,  by  reason  of  carelessness 
on  our  part,  or  of  inability  to  foresee  the 
situations  which  may  arise  in  the  future.  It 
is  on  this  account  that  I  think  Senator  Smith 
is  to  be  congratulated  on  bringing  forward 
the  question  at  this  juncture.  The  relations 
of  the  Empire  with  other  nations  at  present 
can  be  said  to  be  distinctly  friendly.  No 
other  nation  has  so  far  shown  a  disposition 
to  acquire  the  New  Hebrides  by  an  act  of 
aggression.  Senator  Smith  has,  therefore, 
taken  time  bv  the  forelock  in  submitting 
his  motion.  In  a  pacific  manner,  by  means 
of  trade,  the  honorable  senator  proposes 
to  prevent  other  nations  having  better  facili- 
ties for  acts  of  aggression  in  the  future,  or 
by  reason  of  trade,  putting  themselves  in 
a  better  position  to  act  aggressively  towards 
Australia.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  mo- 
tion contemplates  a  rebate  of  duties  only  in 
the  case  of  the  natural  products  of  the  soil. 
I  lake  it  that  the  honorable  senator  does 
not  propose  that  the  rebate  should  extend 
to  goods  manufactured  in  the  New 
Hebrides.  That  puts  out  of  the  question  all 
possibility  of  any  person  establishing 
manufactures  in  those  islands,  and  being 
allowed  to  land  his  manufactured  goods 
in  Australia  at  a  lower  rate  than  goods  of 
the  same  kind  imported  to  the  Common- 
wealth from  any  other  part  of  the  world. 
The  articles  on  which  it  is  proposed  to 
allow  a  rebate  of  the  duties  are  also  largely 


articles  which  are  not  produced  in  Au 
lia,  OT,  at  all  events,  not  in  very  great  q 
tities.    The  object  aimed  at  is,  of  co 
a  practical  application  of  the  Monroe 
trine  to  the  Pacifia    I  remind  bono 
senators  that  the  Monroe  doctrine  as 
plied   to   America  by  the  United  S 
people  has  two  phases.    They  laid  < 
the  principle  that  no  other  country  sh 
acquire  further  territory  in  America.  ' 
also  laid  down  the    prindple  that 
would  not  themselves  acquire  furtiier  t 
tcry  in  America.    They  agreed  to  c 
tain  the  status  quo  so  far  as  America 
concerned.    It  seems  to  me  that  this 
very  safe  doctrine  for  Australia  to  a 
to  the  Pacific.    I  do  not  think  the 
has  arrived  when  Australia  should  see 
acquire  territory  in  the  Pacific.    I  dc 
think  that  we  should  at  this  time  set 
acquire  the  New  Hebrides  as  a  ten 
of  the    Commonwealtli.     With  Se 
Smith,,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  vit 
s(xnewhat  premature    in  acquiring 
Guinea  as  a  Territory  of  the  Comj 
wealth.      I  think,  however,  that  we 
well  apply  the  Monroe  doctrine  to  the 
Hebrides  in  that  respect    But  we  sh 
not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  1 
phase  of  the  Monroe  doctrine  is  eqi 
valuable  in  this  connexion.      That  | 
say,  that  while  we  do  not  deure  to  an 
the  New  Hebrides  as  a  Territory  ot 
Ccmunonwealth,  we  should    see  thati 
other  nation  acquires  those  islands, 
because    we    wish    to  interfere 
foreign    nations,    but    simply  bet 
we  wish  to  put  it  beyond   their  p 
to   effectually    interfere   with  us- 
policy  for  Australia  is  to  mind  her 
business,  and,  as  far  as  possible  to  pfl 
other  nations  interfering  with  her  bus 
Senator  Smith  has  pointed  out  that  tW 
a  real  danger  of  the  acquisition  of  thel 
Hebrides  by  one  of  the  European  na 
That  danger,  as  the  honorable  senata 
said,  does  rK)t  arise  from  any  aggressj 
titude  towards  the  British  Empire  < 
part  of  that  nation,  but  from  the  pei 
friendly  and  legitimate  attitude  adop 
that  nation  towards  the  people  of  this 
of  islands.  -  While  this  nation  has  no 
upon  these  islands,  and  they  are  t 
property,  it  has  gone  out  of  its  wav  to 
special  provision  td  cater  for  the  trj 
the  islands.  The  object  of  the  action 
is  to  encourage  Frendi  settlement  on 
lands,  and  to  encourage  settlers  3 
there  to  become  Frenchmen  by  natu 
tion,  in  order  that  eventuallvi  such  1 
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ay  be  established  by  reason 
ion  that  they  will  drop  as 
)  the  hands  of  the  French 
3t  blame  the  French  people 
ii  this  respect.  It  is  a  per- 
and  admirable  way  of  ac- 
;  far  better  than  the  old 
ession.  I  point  out,  how- 
»pen  to  any  other  nation  to 
legitimate  method  of  trade, 
if  the  method  adopted  by 
on  leads  to  the  permanent 
ich  people  in  the  New  Heb- 
blame  them  in  the  least, 
y  blame  ourselves  for  not 
urselves  of  the  same  oppor- 
■  neglecting  to  make  use  of 
ies  to  prevent  the  islands 
►perty  of  the  French  people, 
the  motion,  as  it  is  stated, 
the  bringing  into  competi- 
iple  of  Australia  with  the 
of  the  South  Sea  Islands. 
Fore,  no  danger  that  the 
White  Australia  will  in 
)inged  upon  by  its  accept- 
ers whom  it  is  proposed  we 
;e  are  not  coloured,  but 
nd  the  object  aimed  at  is  to 
s  to  settle  permanently  in 

Largie. — How  shall  we 
:ommodities  sent  here  have 
)V  white  or  black  labour? 
lRCE.— That  can  be  very 
led.  We  have  Captain 
;d  as  the  Government  Resi- 
nds,  and  there  is  no  reason 
not  adopt  the  same  method 
Jovemment  employ  in  order 
produce  on  which  they  give 
;rown  by  French  subjects, 
ith  each  consignment  a  eer- 
ie French  Lands  Commis- 
ew  Hebrides  that  the  pro- 
grown  by  French  or  by 
nch  subjects. 

CAHV. — But    they  employ 

LRCE. — They  may  employ 
,t  each  consignment  of  pro- 
iccompanied  by  a  certificate 
produce  of  French  subjects 
French  subjects. 
.ARGiE. — We  should  need  a 
Drs  to  watch  these  things. 
\RCE.  —  Not  necessarily. 
Scials  go  round  the  islands, 
rk  in  the  ordinary  perform- 
3utY.      We  have  already  a 


British  Resident  in  the  islands,  carrying 
out  precisely  the  same  duties,  with  the  ex- 
ception that  these  trade  regulations  have 
not  been  established.  All  that  is  necessary 
is  that  arrangements  should  be  made  with 
the  British  Government  requiring  Captain 
Rason  to  give  certificates  for  the  produce 
of  British  subjects  in  the  islands. 

Senator  de  Largie. — Who  would  supply 
the  information  to  Captain  Rason  ? 

Senator  PEARCE.— He  would  get  the 
information  himself. 

Senator  de  Largie. — Fiom  the  people 
who  grow  the  produce? 

Senator  PEARCE.— He  would  be  able 
to  get  it  for  himself.  He  will  be  living  on 
the  spot,  and  will  be  practically  an  in- 
spector. 

Senator  Staniforth  Smith. — If  British 
subjects  in  the  islands  are  allowed  to  land 
their  produce  free  in  Australia  they  may 
be  trusted  to  take  good  care  that  no  one 
who  is  not  entitled  to  do  so  shall  be  allowed 
to  compete  with  them. 

Senator  PEARCE. — I  propose  to  read 
to  the  Senate  some  statements  which  will 
show  how  unfairly  the  present  competition 
is  operating  so  far  as  British  residents  on 
the  islands  are  concerned.  In  the  Sydney 
Morning  Herald  of  21st  July  last  there  are 
the  following  notes  from  the  New  Hebri- 
des group : — 

Oq  the  other  hand,  the  British  settlers  are  being 
handicapped  in  every  possible  way,  instead  of 
receiving  some  amount  of  encouragement  in  their 
pioneering  work.  The  maize  and  other  products 
grown  by  the  British  io  the  group  arc  heavily 
taxed  ;  indeed,  the  same  duty  is  imposed  upon  Bri- 
tish-grown maize  in  the  New  Hebrides  as  upon 
the  products  of  foreign  labour  in  foreign  lands. 
The  British  settlers  complain  that  they  arc  being 
treated  by  their  own  people  as  outsiders,  while 
their  French  competitors  are  being  assisted  in 
every  wav  possible.  The  British  Resident  Com- 
missioner'in  the  New  Hebrides  group,  Captain 
Rason,  R.N.,  has  done  his  utmost  in  the  interests 
of  the  settlers,  but  the  opinion  is  very  em- 
phatically expressed  that,  unless  the  Common- 
wealth Government  can  see  its  way  to  encourage 
them,  French  interests  will  ultimately  pre- 
dominate, The  startling  report  that  some  of  the 
British  settlers  in  the  New  Hebrides  propose  to 
"change  their  flag"  by  becoming  naturalized 
French  subjects,  in  order  to  secure  a  market  for 
their  products,  has  been  brought  to  Sydney  by 
the  Tambo.  Other  settlers,  it  is  stated,  who 
object  to  swearing  allegiance  to  France,  <:oi>"m- 
platc  disposing  of  their  selections  to  their  French 
competitors.  The  prospects  for  the  British  are 
reported  to  be  very  gloomy,  .md  general  disap- 
pointment is  expressed  at  the  apathy  and  want  of 
sympathy  on  the  part  of  the  Australian  people. 

Senator  O'Keefe.— Do  you  think  it  likely 
that  that  report  is  accurate? 
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Senator  PEARCE. — I  have  no  reason  to 
believe  that  the  report  is  not  an  accurate 
statement  of  the  facts.  It  cannot  be  dis- 
puted that  the  French  Government  are  al- 
'  lowing  the  products  of  the  islands  into  New 
Caledonia  free  of  duty,  while  the  Australian 
Government,  along  with  the  French  Govern- 
ment* place  a  duty  on  all  the  products  of 
the  British  settlers.  On  the  one  hand,  the 
Frenchman  has  a  free  market  in  New  Cale- 
donia, while  the  British  settler  finds  both 
the  Australian  market  and  the  French  mar- 
ket closed  against  him.  Any  unprejudiced 
person  will  admit  that  this  places  the  British 
settler  in  unfair  competiticm. 

Senator  O'Keefe. — On  general  lines, 
the  honorable  senator  does  not  take  that 
newspaper  as  correct. 

Senator  PEARCE. — If  it  were  a  leading 
article,  or  an  expression  of  opinion  on  the 
part  of  the  newspaper,  I  should  not  quote 
the  extract. 

Senator  Staniforth  Smith. — The  re- 
turns show  that  the  number  of  British  sub- 
jects in  the  New  Hebrides  is  decreasing. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Senator  Smith  ap- 
plied to  Mr.  Wollaston,  the  Comptroller- 
General  of  Customs,  for  a  return  showing 
the  exports  of  products  from  the  New  He- 
brides to  New  South  Wales  for  the  year 
1903.  From  that  report  we  find  that  the 
exports  were  as  follow : — Raw  coffee, 
^287  ;  copra,  £9,2^2 ;  maize,  ^£8,434— 
there  is  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  on  maize — 
crude  indiarubber,  £12$;  logs  of  timber, 
^^246;  tortoise-shell,  £146  ;  and  other 
articles,  £170;  or  total  exports,  £jB,66o. 

Senator  Walkeb. — Did  the  honorable 
member  mention  bananas? 

Senator  PEARCE.  —  There  are  no 
bananas  mentioned  in  the  list,  and  I  sup- 
pose that  none  were  imported  in  that  year. 
It  will  be  noticed  that  one  of  the  main 
items  is  (»pra. 

Senator  Playford. — There  is  no  duty 
on  copra. 

Senator  PEARCE.— That  is  so;  and 
another  main  item  is  maize,  the  duty  paid 
on  which  amounted  to  about  ;£i,8oo.  It 
seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  the, only  item 
which  is  of  importance  in  the'  present  con- 
nexion is  that  of  maize,  which  is  grown  to 
some  extent  in  the  Commonwealth.  So  far 
as  I  can  judge,  maize  is  a  very  profitable 
crop  in  the  Stales  where  it  is  produced; 
but  we  have  to  import  a  large  quantity, 
the  Australian  output  being  not  nearly  suf- 
ficient to  meet  local  demands.  This  is  not 
a  case  of  bringing  a  product  into  an  over- 


stocked market ;  and  if  the  maize  from 
New  Hebrides  is  shut  out,  the  article 
have  to  be  imported  from  some  other 
of  the  world.    Under   the  circumstai 
we  might  seriously  consider  whether 
could  not  make  a  rel:>ate  of  the  dut} 
this  one  item.  As  to  the  other  items,  c 
indiarubber  is  not  produced  here  at 
while  the  timber  logs  imported  are  not 
as    come    into   competition    with  tii 
grown  on  the  mainland.  Tortoiseshe 
not  produced  in  any  quantity  in  Austr; 
so  that,  as  I  said  before,    the  prin< 
item  we  have  to  take  into  consideratic 
that  of  maize.    The  motion  contemp 
only  the  natural  products  of  the  soil : 
the  products  of  the   New  Hebrides 
those  which  are  suited  to  tropical  clima 

Senator  de  Largie. — What  does  Qut 
land  say  to  that? 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  think  it  coul 
easily  shown  that  in  the  motion  the: 
no  danger  to  Queensland. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — Is  there  not  a  • 
ger  to  any  maize-producing  State? 

Senator  PEARCE.—There  are 
dangers.  There  is  the  very  limited  da 
of  maize  from  the  New  Hebrides  coi 
into  competition  when  the  maize  growi 
the  mainland  is  sufficient  to  supply  the  I 
market,  :uid  there  is  the  other  dangci 
the  New  Hebrides  becoming  a  Krj 
possesnon.  In  looking  at  one  dangei 
must  not  shut  our  eyes  to  the  other.  1 
the  means  proposed  we  can  do  somet 
to  encourage  British  settlement  in  the  I 
Hebrides,  and  prevent  those  islands  be< 
ing  a  French  possession,  we  are  justific 
making  some  concession  on  the  one  I 
to  avoid  a  great  danger  on  the  other.  . 
form  part  of  an  empire  with  a  fot 
policy,  in  the  shaping  of  whi^  we  , 
no  share.  That  foreign  policy  may  at, 
time  involve  a  rupture  with  France ; 
if  in  the  meantime  the  New  Hebrides 
become  a  French  possessicm  and  naval 
tion,  the  French  Government  will  not 
into  amsideration  the  fact  that  Austj 
had  no  hand  in  bringing  about  the  riu 
or  the  war,  but  will  use  that  station  1 
means  of  aggressive  action  against  j 
tralia.  We  must  not  shut  our  eyes  to 
possibilities.  While  I  regard  the  at 
tion  of  the  New  Hebrides  as  unnec 
still,  if  we  can,  without  inflicting 
damage  on  the  Comm<xiwealth,  pre^e 
French  getting  such  a  hold  as  to  a 
to  occupation,  I  think  we  shall  be 
'  (xily  our  duty.    The^inotion  is  limiie 
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I  not,  I  believe,  inflict  any 
fers  the  only  metliod  by 
revent  the  New  Hebrides 
I  French  settlement.  We 
16  opening  of  the  Panama 
years,  and  in  view  of  the 
1  as  a  naval  power,  the 
the  scene  of  great  naval 
uture — the  centre  of  dis- 

be    shifted     from  the 

the  Pacific.  In  all  naval 
ight  there  occur,  the  New 
lay  a  great  part ;  and  we 

to  the  best  interests  of 
did  not  take  whatever  ac- 

can  in  order  to  keep  the 
iutral,  or,  at  all  events,  to 
p  from  becoming  a  naval 
i'er  which  may  at  any  time 

country. 
^ARLANE  (Tasmania).— 
blic  attention  was  drawn  to 
fairs  in  the  New  Hebrides, 
clear  our  interests  are  los- 
ifty  years  ago  the  Presby- 
began  operations  in  the 
and  since  that  time  that 
ft  large  amount  of  money, 
eat  exertions,  at  all  events, 

of  civilization.    I  do  not 

to  give  a  Customs  rebate  to 

Such  a  course  would  open 
Ich  might  cause  a  great  deal 
ter.  But  we  might  do  some- 
:e  commercial  communica- 

islands.  At  the  present 
r  year  is  paid  as  a  subsidy 
steam-ship  service  in  the 
is  that  sum  compared  with 

annum  paid  by  the  French 
.  subsidy  in  connexion  with 
des  alone?      In  addition 

something  like  6,000  is 
iFrench  Government  to  the 
ompany,  in  order  to  assist 
lationality.  Those  settlers 
iiet  in  New  Caledonia,  and, 
rcumstances,  it  is  no  won- 
ilian  and  British  interests 

iR£GOR. — Does  the  honor- 
think  that  that  is  a  matter 
in  and  not  for  Australia? 
CFARLANE.— Apparently 
xjuires  to  be  pressed  by  us. 
di  is  paying  these  subsidies, 
'  think  that  Great  Britain 
re  than  she  has  done  in  the 
!  circumstances  make  it  all 


the  more  important  for  us,  in  our  geographi- 
cal position,  to  strain  a  point  in  endeavour- 
ing to  encourage  British  settlement  in  these 
beaufiful  islands.  Port  Sandwich  and 
Havannah  Harbor  are  two  of  the  finest 
ports  in  the  Pacific;  and  it  is  only  natural 
that  foreign  countries  should  cast  envious 
eyes  upon  them.  We  can  well  see  what  a 
menace  the  foreign  occupation  of  these  ports 
would  be  to  Australia.  We  here  cannot  do 
very  much ;  but  I  understand  that  there  is  a 
proposal  to  increase  the  postal  and  commer- 
cial facilities  at  New  Hebrides  and  else- 
where in  the  Pacific  by  a  slightly  increased 
subsidy. 

Senator  Staniforth  Smith. — The  best 
subsidy  to  steam-ships  is  freights,  and  these 
cannot  be  got  at  the  present  time. 

Senator  MACFARLANE.~H  steam- 
ships could  be  encouraged,  by  means  of  a 
subsidy,  to  reduce  their  freight  charges,  we 
might  thus  help  both  the  settlers  and  our- 
selves. I  understand  that  the  Government 
are  at  present  in  treaty  with  a  company  to 
supply  an  increased  steam-ship  service ; 
and  this  matter  is  well  worthy  of  considera- 
tion. I  am  not  one  who  supports  the 
spending  of  more  money  than  is  absolutely 
necessary,  but  I  consider  that  money 
would  be  well  spent  in  endeavouring  to 
increase  our  influence  and  advantages  in 
the  New  Hebrides.  If  it  be  true  that  the 
advantages  offered  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment are  such  as  to  induce  British  settlers 
to  change  their  nationality, .  our  interests 
would  appear  to  be  in  great  jeopardy ;  be- 
cause, if  it  comes  to  a  question  of  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  who  owe  allegiance  to 
Great  Britain,  we  may  find  ourselves  seri- 
ously outnumbered.  The  fact  that  British 
interests  in  the  islands  have  been  carefully 
looked  after  for  the  last  fifty  years,  as  they 
were  even  before  that  time,  ought  to  have 
some  weight  with  us  at  the  present  time. 

Senator  HIGGS  (Queensland).— I  beg 
to  mo^  e  as  an  amendment — 

Th-it  the  following  words  be  added  :—"  Pro- 
vided that  all  such  products  be  grown  by  white 
labour." 

Senator  Macfarlane. — It  is  a  black 
man's  country. 

Senator  Walker. — There  are  only  a  few 
white  people  there. 

Senator  HIGGS.— I  do  not  fall  in  with 
the  idea  that  we  should  encourage  settle- 
ment in  any  country  but  Australia.  We 
have  on  the  mainland  sufficient  territory 
on  which  to  settle  thousands  of  people 
without  seeking  for  fresh  lands  outside. 
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Senat<»  Walker. — Not  much  encourage- 
ment is  offered  to  people  to  come  to  Aus- 
tralia at  present. 

Senator  HIGGS. — What  is  the  object  of 
the  motion  P  We  are  told  that  the  idea  is 
not  to  annex  the  New  Hebrides,  but  to  en- 
courage British  settlers  to  make  permanent 
homes  there.  In  the  same  breath,  how- 
ever, we  are  told  fliat  France  is  settlin:^ 
people  on  the  land,  with  a  view  to  the 
ultimate  annexation  of  the  islands ;  and  it 
is  contended  that  we  shall  be  very  wnmg 
if  we  do  not  give  our  settlers  the  same 
facilities  as  are  afforded  by  France.  S(xne 
speakers  contend  that  for  strategic  rea- 
sons we  should  encourage  settlement, 
because  at  some  future  stage  a  nation  may 
there  establish  a  naval  and  military  base 
with  a  view  to  attacking  Australia.  I  ven- 
ture the  opinion  that  if  ever  Australia  is 
in  any  trouble,  and  has  settlements  thou- 
sands of  miles  away,  such  as  the  Nj'.t 
Hebrides,  these  settlements  will  prove  a 
serious  source  of  danger  and  inconvenience, 
rather  than  an  assistance.  In  practice  it 
seems  to  me  that  we  should  have  to  do  with 
those  islands,  what  I  venture  to  think 
Great  Britain  would  do  with  Australia  if 
ever  there  was  war  with  some  great  naval 
power — namely,  let  the  islands  look  after 
themselves.  Therefore,  I  think  we  miv 
dismiss  frc«n  our  minds  the  idea  of  any 
strategic  advantage  accruing  from  the  ac- 
quisition of  the  New  Hebrides. 

Senator  Staniforth  Smith. — What  we 
want  to  do  is  not  to  acquire  the  New  Hebri- 
des, but  to  prevent  any  other  nation  from 
acquiring  the  islands. 

Senator  HIGGS. — I  know  that  that  is 
tho  desire  of  the  honorable  member,  who, 
with  the  very  best  of  intentions,  is  like  those 
individuals  who  have  been  described  as  de- 
siring to  acquire  the  whole  earth.  There 
are  some  people  who  would  not  rest  satis- 
fied if  they  possessed  half  of  the  whole 
habitable  globe.  I  cannot  understand  whv 
it  is  that  members  of  the  Commonwealth 
Parliament  and  of  the  States  Legislatures 
d^  not  see  how  ridiculous  they  mii^t  ap- 
pear in  the  eyes  of  other  nations  of  ih; 
world.  Australia  is  a  nation  of  some 
4,000,000  people,  with  a  territory  3,107,000 
square  miles  in  extent.  Our  territory  is 
larger  than  that  of  the  United  Kingdrnn 
with  i2i,ooo  square  miles ;  of  France, 
with  201,000  square  miles;  of  Germany, 
with  zrz.ooo  square  miles;  of  Russia, 
with  2,262,000  square  miles ;  and  of  Aus- 
*^na,  with  269,000  square  miles.  Yet  we 
to  endeavour  to  annex  the  islands 


of  the  Pacific.  Senator  Smith  says  i 
we  faaTO  no  desire  to  annex  the  islai 
but  the  whole  object  of  the  motion  i 
encourage  Briti^  settlement  in  order 

permanent  settlers  tHere  may  be  able  to 
peal  to  us  and  to  Great  Britain  for 
tection,  with  a  view  to  annexation  later 

Senator  Stanifobth  Smith. — We 
to  keep  an  industrial  garrison  there 
order  to  prevent  any  other  nation  from 
nexing  the  group. 

Senator  HIGGS.— The  honorable  sei 
will  find  that  if  :utemalional  events  dci 
as  they  are  doing,  it  will  take  Austral:, 
its  time  to  maintain  its  own  garrisons.  \ 
was  said  prior  to  the  war  in  Japan? 
Japanese  were  looking  for  new  terri 
and    complaining  of  the  selfishness 
greed  of  Australians  in  wishing  to  keep 
continent    for    themselves.      Xhey  lo 
upon  it  as  a  piece  of  consummate  ii 
dence  that  4,000,000  perscms  should  d 
to  keep  this  great  territory  for  them^o 
I  think  that  we  made  a  great  mistake  n. 
nexing    the    territory    of  British 
Guinea. 

Senator  PEARCE.~Does  the  honoi 
senator  think  that  Germany  should 

got  the  whole  of  that  island  ? 

Senator  HIGGS. — If  other  nationsj 
satisfied  with  the  territory  that  they  oc-.- 
and  the  German  nation,  which  has  a  i 
tory  of  only  212,000  square  miles,  « 
territory  to  settle  on,  it  is  quite  entitU 
take  those  islands. 

Senator  Clehons. — Will  the  honf-i 
senator  add  to  the  security   of  Au5; 
bv  allowing  Germans  to  settle  there  ? 
'  Senator  HIGGS.— The  Germans 
settled  that  question  for  us,  because 
possess  a  portion  of  the  island.      We  1 . 
to  be  thoroughly  satisfied  with   the  i 
tory  that  we  have.      I  also  view  this  ■ 
tion  from  the  protectionist  stand-poim 
apprehend  that  the  object  of  Senator  S 
is  to  give  the  free-trade  coach  a  lift  i 
can.  j 

Senator  Staniforth  Smith.— TI»^ 
not  a  fiscal  question,  but  a  national  • 
tion. 

Senator  HIGGS.— I  view  the  moti._- 
a  protectionist  who  is  extremely  anxi<.>i 
see  Australia  maintain  its  present  posi 
I  believe  that  the  standard  of  com  f 07 
Australia  is  higher  than  in  any  other 
of  the  world.  I  am  anxious  to  mairl 
that  position,  so  that  the  ccmditions  oi1 
istence  for  the  working  classes  shall  L^l 
mensely  superior  to  the  OHiditions  prr  1 
ing  in  any  other  part  q|  the  globe.  \^ 

Digrtjzed  by  LnOOg  IC 


Hebrides:        [ii  August,  1904.]        Rebate  of  Duties. 


4089 


ur  establishing  a  Factories 
wage  laws,  and  other  pro- 
res,  if  we  are  to  allow  the 
lack  labour  in  the  New 
e  into  the  Commonwealth  at 
f  duty? 

iiFOKTH  Smith. — The  mo- 
e  products  of  the  soil  only. 

iGS. — Does  the  honorable 
maize?    Is  he  able  to  tell 
maize  is  grown  absolutely 
in  the  New  Hebrides?  He 
»r  to  March  last  the  New 
ne  of  the  recruiting  grounds 
the  coloured  labour  planta- 
land.    I  ask  the  hcmorable 
he  is  not  introducing  the 
wedge,  so  as  to  permit  of 
of  the  coloured  labour  pro- 
and  other  parts  of  the 
*    If  we  give  effect  to  the 
lOtion,  how  can  we  reason- 
exclude  the   products  of 
in  other  parts  of  the  British 

iFORTH  Smith. — How  did 
;al  with  its  islands?  Mr. 
tectionist,  and,  as  the  head 
[iniatry,  he  carried  a  pro- 
this  one. 

GS. — I  intend,  whenever  a 
>  kind  is  madcj  to  ask  the 
I  proviso  that  the  products 
3y  white  labour. 
SON. — Is  there  any  white 

JWITH. — Negative  the  mo- 

GS.— I  think  it  would  be 
;ative  the  motion,  but  I  pro- 
ny  amendment,  and  if  it  is 
ition,  as  amended,  can  be 
national  view  for  the  Senate 
Lustralia  ought  to  endeavour 
tlement  in  its  own  territory 
tent  in  its  power ;  and  that 
f  achieved  if  it  is  to  spend 
inds  in  subsidizing  a  line  of 
:hese  islands,  and  in  other 
g  settlement  there.  Senator 
3  whether  there  is  any  white 
rhe  probability  is  that  the 
rers  there  are  the  overseers, 
in  Johannesburg  some  years 
simply  inviting  capitalists, 
alarmed,  according  to  some 
Australia,  to  invest  their 
in  the  New  Hebrides,  put 
and    employ  hundreds. 


perhaps  thousands,  of  kanakas.  We  are 
taxing  the  people  of  the  Ccnnmonwealth  to 
pay  a  bonus  to  sugar-growers,  who  will  em- 
ploy only  white  labour.  This  is  an  absurd 
paradox. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE  (Western  Austra- 
lia).— From  time  to  time.  Senator  Smith 
provides  very  interesting  topics  for  discus- 
sion in  the  Senate,  and  the  latest  is  quite  as 
interesting  as  any  of  those  which  preceded 
it.  I  admire  the  tactful  and  skilful  way  in 
which  he  has  brought  forward  this  question 
at  the  present  time.  No  doubt  he  has  made 
a  very  considerable  study  of  the  Pacific 
Islands,  and  might  very  well  be  dubbed  the 
member  for  Oceana.  He  has  stated  that 
this  proposal  is  brought  forward  with  a  view 
to  ultimately  securing  this  territory.  I 
should  think  that  Australia  has  already 
quite  sufficient  territory.  I  consider 
that  by  the  time  it  is  populated  in 
an  effective  way,  there  will  be  very  little 
need  for  us  to  go  to  the  islands  for  further 
territory.  This  talk  of  acquiring  more 
territory  for  the  Empire  than  it  has.  re- 
minds me  of  the  Statement  by  Mark  Twain 
that  the  Britishers  were  about  the  only 
modem  people  who  were  mentioned  in  the 
Scriptures,  for  to  them  he  took  the  follow- 
ing passage  in  the  Scriptures  to  apply 
directly — 

Blessed  are  the  meek,  for  they  shall  inherit 
the  earth. 

Senator  Smith  wishes  the  Britishers 
to  inhabit  every  imaginable  dry  place 
in  the  earth.  Therefore,  he  uses  the 
argument  about  acquiring  fresh  territory  as 
a  reason  why  his  motion  should  be  adopted. 
The  real  purpose  of  this  motion  is  not  to- 
acquire  fresh  territory,  but  to  sneak  in  free- 
trade.  At  the  last  general  election  the  hon- 
orable senator,  in  common  with  other  free- 
traders, attempted  to  fight  the  battle  of  free- 
trade,  but  they  went  down  very  badly. 
Senator  Smith  "issued  in  Western  Australia 
a  paper  known  as  Federal  Facts — a  wild, 
hysterical  screed  that  nobody  heeded ; 
and,  notwithstanding  all  his  journalistic 
efforts,  he  went  down  so  badly  that  not  one 
free-trader  was  returned  for  that  State. 

Senator  Staniforth  Smith. — That  is  not 
correct.  What  about  Senators  Croft  and 
Henderson  ? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— They  are  labour 
men  to  the  backbone. 

Senator  Staniforth  Smith. — .\re  they 
not  free-traders? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— We  put  fiscal- 
ism  outside  our  policy. 
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Senator  Clehons. — Why  does  the  hon- 
orable senator  talk  about  it  if  the  party 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  fiscal  question  ? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— As  a  party,  we 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  fiscal  cjuesticm. 
There  are  many  questions  that  we  debate, 
and  which  we  do  not  make  part  of  our 
policy. 

Senator  Trenwitr — Surely,  if  they  are 
free-traders  it  is  part  of  their  policy. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  do  not  know 
exactly  what  policy  they  are  advocating  at 
the  present  time,  because  we  have  their 
leader  in  another  plac^  trying  from  time 
to  time  to  get  the  protectionists  to  sink 
the  fiscal  question.  Has  Senator  Smith 
considered  that  aspect  of  the  subject  ?  Has 
he  considered  the  awkward  position  in 
which  he  will  place  his  leader?  Suppos- 
ing that  the  intended  coalititni  should  come 
about,  how  would  this  attempt  to  raise 
the  fiscal  question  operate?  The  honor- 
able senator  is  very  ill-advised  in  sub- 
mitting his  motion,  unless  he  wishes  to 
defeat  the  intended  combination  of  the 
fiscal  parties.  I  can  cwily  regard  the  mo- 
tion as  an  attempt  to  bring  in  free-trade 
after  having  been  beaten  at  the  late  elec- 
tions. I  intend  to  prevent  any  sneaking 
in  of  a  fiscal  belief  which  we  fought  ai>d 
defeated  in  the  country. 

Senator  Millen. — I  hope  that  the  hon- 
orable senator  will  also  be  opposed  to  the 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — I  am  quite  as 
much  opposed  to  that  measure  as  the  hon- 
orable senator  is. 

Senator  O'Keefe. — Not  <m  the  same 
ground. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  do  not  know 
the  grounds  for  the  opposition  of  Senator 
Millen,  but  I  shall  oppose  the  passage  of 
the  Bill  in  almost  any  shape  or  form. 
In  the  interests  of  fiscal  peace  this  motion 
should  be  withdrawn.  We  need  fiscal 
peace,  and  if  the  Tariff  question  is  to  be 
raised,  I  shall  insist  upon  our  getting  more 
protection.  We  are  not  going  to  have 
more  free-trade.  After  the  late  disastrous 
results  to  the  free-traders,  Senator  Smith 
should  be  the  last  in  the  Senate  to  raise 
the  fiscal  question,  after  the  ignominious 
way  in  which  his  efforts  at  that  time  were 
defeated. 

Senator  Stantforth  Smith. — A  majoritv 
of  free-traders  were  returned  for  Western 
Australia  at  the  last  election,  as  the  h«ior- 
able  senator  knows. 


Senator  DE  LARGIE.— If  tiie 
question  is  to  be  riisnisied,  I  hope  thai 
will  not  be  submitted  in  a  pieoe-meal  w 
but  in  a  oomprdiensive  way,  which  1 
allow  the  Tariff  to  be  adjusted  in  accc^ 
ance  with  the  public  wish. 

Senator  WALKER  (New  South  Wal 
— Sentor  Higgs  has  made  a  palpable  q 
take  in  supposing  that  the  idea  of  fi. 
entered  into  the  mind  of  Senator  S 
This  is  purely  an  attempt  to  sec 
strategic  position.  Who  objects  to  G 
Britain,  big  as  it  is,  having  little  Gil 
tar?  That  is  a  strategic  positi<Mi  wi 
we  would  not  give  up  for  any  consi 
tion. 

Senator  McGregor. — We  do  not  ob 
to  Great  Britain  having  the  New  Hebri( 

Senator  WALKER— I  am  not 
that  the  honorable   senator  does. 
Panama  Canal,  when  it  is  opened, 
completely  alter  the  state  of  affairs  in 
gard  to  the  New  Hebrides;  it  will  be 
the  main  route  between  Eun^  aod 
tralia.     We  must  be  prepared  for  e\-ej 
alities.     Whoever  heard  (tf  a  nation  « 
ing  until  certain  things  occurred  befoi 
prepared  to  meet  them?      We  must 
prepared  for  emergencies.  In  my  opin 
Senator  Smith  has  been  actuated  by  pal 
tic  motives,  irrespective  of  fiscalism. 
two  honorable  senators  who  have  tal 
about  fiscalism  are  both  protecticxiisis. 
is  they  who  are  raising  the  fiscal  quesj 
artd  not  the  free-traders.     They  are 
ing  to  draw  a  red  herring  across  the  t| 
to  divert  attention  from,  the  patriotic  s| 
which  Senator  Smith  is  taking.  Fori 
last  fifty  years  British  missionaries  I 
been  civilidng  these  islands.  Prob| 
some  honorable  senators  are  not  awar^ 
the  many  martyrs  who  have  lost 
lives  in  trying  to  civilize  the  aborid 
When  Senator  Higgs  prc^xises  that 
should  only  sancdon  the  introductior 
articles  grown  by  white  labour,  we  mi^t 
well  negative  the  motion  at  once, 
white  labour  in  the  islands  is  infiinites 
in  proportion  to  the  native  labour. 

Senator  Staniforth  Smith. — Wee 
prohibit  the  islanders  from  working  in 
own  islands. 

Senator  Trenwith. — The  object  of 
tor  Smith  is  to  establish  a  -wt^t  Bi 
settlement  there,  and  therefore  the  pro[| 
is  not  so  illogical  as  it  appears  to  be. 

Senator  WALKER.— We  hope  to  da 
but  how  are  they  to  liv'e  there  if  thev  | 
that  the  French  producers  can  get  ai^ 
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unea  which  they  cannot  get? 
ent  this  is  a  counter-more  to 
iai  tariff  of  New  Caledonia. 
Farlane  has  infonned  us  that 

0  magnificent  harbors  in  the 
s.     We  bww  the  importance 
ed  to  Port  Arthur  and  Vladi 
he  war  between  Russia  and 
:here  are  equally  good  harbors 

Hebrides,  what  jKiwer  will 
re\'ent  some  opptxient  in  days 

occupying  them,  and  raiding 
efrom?  I  do  not  propose  to 
juestion  of  mail  subsidies.  I 
;nator  Smith  has  shown  how 
ire  handicapped  in  that  re- 
B,  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  Ger- 
isidizing  the  mail  boa^s  in  the 

Western    Pacific  far  more 
.  our  Government  does. 
,  Largie. — What    have  the 

do  with  this  question. 
ALKER.— The    mail  boats 
ntal    in    maintaining  inter- 
in  the   New   Hebrides  and 

GGs. — There  are  about  three 
y  ear,  and  they  are  for  Burns, 

o. 

ALKER.— To  my  mind  that 
thousands  of  poxmds.  Within 

lays  I  heard  Mr.  James  Bums 
firm  had  lost  j£i  5,000  by 
service  from   patriotic  mo- 

^{cGregor. — How  do  they 
ividends  ? 

ALKER.— They  have  other 
aking  dividends.  They  took 
V  Hebrides  Company,  which 
from  purely  philanthropic 
[   lost  thousands  of  pounds. 

1  doubt  the  existence  of  such 
patriotism  and  philanthropy ; 
her  men  by  themselves,  I  pre- 
not  a  believer  in  preferential 
had  my  will  I  should  not 
fference  between  British  and 
rts.    This  is  not  a  matter  of 

a  matter  of  possible  national 

RENWiTH. — For  defence  pur- 
morable  senator  would  allow 
)  have  the  same  advantages  as 

'ALKER. — 1  am  not  afraid 
nchman  alongside  a  Britisher, 
who  would  come  out  best  in 
Senator  Pearce  has  given 


us  some  information  with  regard  to  the 
CustcHns  duties  there.  I  suppose  that  Senator 
Higgs  would  object  to  the  free  admission 
of  bananas.  There  is  actually  a  duty  of 
IS.  per  cental  imposed  on  bananas  com- 
ing from  the  New  Hebrides  to  Australia. 
It  has  absolutely  ruined  that  portion  of  the 
trade  from  the  islands,  if  that  is  any  satis- 
faction to  the  honorable  senator. 

Senator  Higgs. — Banana  growing  is  a 
thriving  industry  in  Queensland  at  present. 

Senator  WALKER. — But  it  is  in  the 
hands  of  Chinamen. 

Senator  O'Keefe. — The  Chinese  will  not 
liv2  for  ever. 

Senator  WALKER.— We  can  leave  the 
Chinese  alone,  and  they  will  prcAably  be 
more  numerous  than  ourselves  in  the  future, 
if  honorable  senators  opposite  go  on  as  the) 
are  gom£. 

Senator  Clemons. — Not  here. 

Senator  WALKER.— In  the  Cairns  dis 
trict.  almost  all  cultivation  is  in  the  hand^ 
of  Chinese.  At  the  present  time,  the  French 
own  nearly  twice  as  much  land  in  the  New 
H^rides  as  do  British  subjects.  In  days 
gone  by  we  were  handicapped,  and  I  sup- 
pose we  are  still  handicapped  in  our  trade 
with  those  islands.  Our  traders  cannot  deal 
in  certain  commodities  in  which  French  and 
Americans  are  dealing.  We  cannot  send 
firearms  or  spirits  to  those  islands;  not  that 
I  am  in  favour  of  sending  spirits,  but  I 
point  out  that  in  this  way  we  are  han- 
dicapped pretty  severely  already. 

Senator  McGregor. — I  thought  the  hon- 
orable senator  was  a  free-trader. 

Senator  WALKER.— Senator  McGregor 
knows  what  I  refer  to.  We  do  not  allow  our 
merchants  to  send  firearms  or  spirits  to  the 
islands,  whilst  the  French  and  Germans  do. 
We  are  handicapped  to  that  extent  already, 
and  we  are  now  apparently  to  be  handi- 
capped still  further  by  the  refusal  of  hon- 
orable senators  to  allow  the  same  facilities 
to  our  own  people  in  those  islands  to  bring 
their  produce  to  this  country  as  are  afforded 
to  French  residents  to  encourage  them  to 
bring  their  produce  to  New  Caledonia.  T 
hope  that  Senator  Higgs'  amendment  will 
be  negatived,  and  that  the  motion  will  bt 
agreed  to. 

Senator  l^IATHESON  (Western  Aus- 
tralia).—This  debate  is  particularly  inte- 
resting from  the  fact  that  the  speeches  de- 
livered by  Senators  Higgs  and  de  Largie 
have  illustrated  how  thoroughly  those  hon- 
orable senators  failed  to  understand  the 
drift  of  the  agreement  made  with  Burns, 
Philp,    and  Co.,    and   submitted   by  the 
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Government  they  were  supporting  in  1902. 
It  is  necessary  to  go  back  to  the  date  m 
that  agreement  to  understand  the  present 
condition  of  affairs,  because  it  is  clear  that 
several  honorable  senators  do  not  in  the 
least  understand  how  the  present  position 
has  arisen.  Sir  Edmund  Barton's  Go- 
vernment was  inspired  by  the  Monroe  doc- 
triiiCf  or,  perhaps  we  should  rather  say 
by  the  Jingo  doctrine,  as  applied  to 
Australia,  to  lay  as  many  fingers 
as  they  could  on  as  many  of  the 
islands  of  the  Pacific  as  possible,  by  en- 
couraging the  settlement  of  British  subjects 
on  those  islands.  The  method  they  adopted 
was  to  propose  an  agreement  with  Bums, 
Pliilp,  and  Co.,  subsidizing  them  to  the  ex- 
tent of  ;^^6,ooo  a  year  for  a  mail  service 
with  the  New  Hebrides,  the  Santa  Cruz 
group,  the  Gilbert  Islands,  and  the  ElHce 
Islands.  These  groups  of  islands  are 
scattered  over  perhaps  a  third  of  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean,  and  the  Gilbert  and  Ellice 
Islands  are  really  so  far  away  from  this 
continent  that  the  mail  service  provided 
for  them  could  only  be  arranged  for  three 
times  a  year.  However,  the  protectionist 
Go^'ernment,  supported  by  Senators  de 
Largie  and  Higgs,  arranged  to  contribute 
;^6,ooo  from  the  funds  provided  by  the  tax- 
pavers  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  order  *o 
foster  the  national  sentiment,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  people  of  other  nations  settlin;; 
upon  the  islands  of  the  Pacific 

Senator  Higgs.— I  spoke  against  the 
proposal,  but  the  honorable  senator's  argu- 
ment does  not  prove  anything,  anyway. 

Senator  MATHESON.— My  argument 
proves  that  it  is  perfectly  futile  for  Sena- 
tors Higgs  and  de  Largie  to  suggest  that 
this  is  a  fiscal  question.  Here  we  have  the 
\'f-ry  Government  which  those  honorable 
senators  supported,  pledged  from  the  tirst 
to  the  Maitland  policy  and  protection  

Senator  Trenwith. — Is  the  subsidizing 
of  mail  steamers  analagous  to  the  giving 
uf  a  trade  i)reference? 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  shall  show 
exactly  how  it  works  out,  if  the  honorable 
senator  will  but  wait. 

Senator  Pearce. — They  did  it  for  the 
purpose  of  trade. 

Senator    Trenwith. — Of    trade  both 

WJVS. 

Senator  MATHESON.— They  did  it  to 
encoaragt:  trade  between  those  islands  and 
.Svdney,  in  order  to  make  it  perfectly  clear 
lhat  the  influence  of   Australia  extended 

'  those  islands.    That  was  the  object. 


It  was  to  extend  the  influence  of  Ai 
in  the  eyes  of  Europe.  Honorable  ai 
can  read  that  from  the  Hansard  t 
I  have  a  vivid  recollection  of  the  1 
because  I  was  one  of  those  who  que 
the  wisdom  of  the  Government  act 
that  occasion.  I  opposed  the  pi 
strongly,  and  it  was  only  after  a  ver] 
deal  of  explanation  from  my  hor 
and  learned  friend.  Senator  Drake, 
was  reluctantly  compelled  to  withdr: 
opposition. 

Senator  de  Largie. — The  two  hai 
senators  to  whcmi  the  honorable  sena 
ferred,  did  exactly  as  he  did  himself, 
opposed  the  proposal. 

Senator  MATH E SON.— They  ma 
opposed  it,  but  they  are  now  opposi 
motion  submitted  by  Senator  Smith, 
simply  carries  on  the  line  of  poli< 
augurated  by  the  Government  the; 
ported. 

Senator  Higgs. — Is  this  not  a  fre 
motion  ? 

Senator  MATHESON.— It  is  not 
trade  motion  in  any  sense.  I  hope 
made  that  absolutely  clear. 

Senator  de  Largie. — The  whole  q 
has  a  fiscal  tendency. 

Senator  MATHESON.— The  hoi 
senator  has  a  bee  in  HTs  bwinet.  K 
King  Charles'  head  in  everything, 
question  cannot  be  dismissed  as  ea: 
Senator  Smith  evidently  thinks  it  c 
am  afraid  that  the  weak  point  in  his 
is  that  it  deals  with  the  question  - 
New  Hebrides  only,  and  it  is  qui 
possible  to  limit  any  measure  admitti 
[)roducts  of  British  settlers  in  the 
Islands  free  to  Australia  to  the  sett. 
the  New  Hebrides.  I  say  this  for  tb 
best  of  reasons,  because  we  are  c3ont 
to  pay  this  subsidy,  and  it  is  only  in 
fication  of  the  subsidy  that  it  is  possi 
argue  that  the  products  of  these  s 
should  be  admitted  free  to  Austral 
am  not  in  favour  of  Australia  inter 
with  these  islands ;  but  if  we  are  to 
out  the  policv  logically,  if  we  are  t 
tinue  the  payment  of  this  yearly  su 
and  that  money  is  not  to  be  abs< 
wasted,  we  must  adopt  some  such  1 
as  Senator  Smith  has  proposed,  but  it ; 
be  applicable  to  the  produce  of  all  '. 
settlers  on  the  islands  to  which  the 
dized  mail  service  goes.  What  S 
Walker  has  said  is  perfectly  true, 
looked  into  this  question  in  Svdnei 
the  result  of  the  duty  which  we  have 
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cts  of  the  soil  has  made  it  ab- 
ssible  for  white  settlers  ot  the 
e  Pacific  to  ship  anything  they 
Sydney  with  profit  to  them- 
ey  used  to  send  produce 
ifore  the  establishment  of  the 
because  it  was  then  admitted 
ee.  Now  that  duties  are  im- 
npossible  for  settlers  in  those 
lake  any  profit  on-  the  ship- 
duce  to  Australia  and  they 
ise  to  send  their  produce  here. 
ENWiTH. — And  therefore  Aus- 
is  in  Queensland  give  us  our 
ad  of  Fijians  and  New  Hebri- 

ATHESON.— Senator  Tren- 
out  Australian  citizens,  but  I 
ngest  objection  to  calling  Chi- 
an  citizens.  They  may  have 
ilized,  and  I  can  quite  under- 
dness  of  the  honorable  senator 
of  Australian  citizens,  because 
in  Melbourne ;  but  I  am  not 
any  time  to  recognise  even  a 
IThinaman   as   an  Australian 

Trenwith. — The  honorable 
rs  an  unnaturalized  one  some- 

:ATHES0N.— I  should  like 
ine  of  them  out  of  the  country. 
'renwith. — I  should  rather 
re  if  we  must  deal  with  them. 
ATHESON.— The  honorable 
not  have  been  in  Queensland, 
oks  into  the  question  he  will 
irly  the  whole  of  the  banana 
1  Queensland  is  in  the  hands 
;se.  The  fact  remains  that 
Australian  citizens  of  whom 
)w  made  are  Chinese  pure  and 
io  not  consider  that  it  is  worth 
sacrifice  ^^6,000  a  year,  and, 
ly  opinion,  it  would  be  much 
le  subsidy  should  be  dropped 
:  should  go  on  in  the  way  in 
ve  been  going. 

IGGS. — It  was  only  proposed 
e  Philp  party  in  Queensland. 

^lATHE  SON.— Produce  im- 
Fiji  must  be  taken  into  ac- 
ially    in   connexion  with  the 
It  would  be  a  most  illogi- 
shut  out  the  products  of  Fiji. 
0  consider  the  question  as  ap- 
importation  of  produce  from 
I  should  like  to  ask  hon- 
)rs  how  they  propose  to  treat 


the  natural  products  of  the  soil  of  New 
Guinea  ? 

Senator  Staniforth  Smith. — This  is 
not  a  fiscal  question,  and  the  honorable 
senator  is  discussing  it  on  fiscal  lines. 

Senator  MATHESON.— The  honorable 
senator  desires  to  limit  the  scope  of  the 
discussion.  He  desires  that  we  should 
discuss  the  question  as  applied  only  to  the 
New  Hebrides. 

Senator  STA^aFORTH  Smith. — The  ob- 
ject is  to  prevent  the  French  obtaining  pos- 
session of  the  New  Hebrides. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  difference  be- 
tween New  Guinea  and  the  New  Hebrides 
is  that  one  is  a  British  possession  and  the 
other  is  not. 

Senator  MATHESON.— Am  I  to  un- 
derstand that  Senator  Pearce's  contention 
is  that  those  who  live  outside  of  a  British 
Colony  should  have  advantages  given  to 
them  in  respect  of  trade  with  Australia 
which  are  not  to  be  given  to  British  sub- 
jects resident  in  a  British  possession? 

Senator  Pearce. — It  is  not  possible 
that  we  can  lose  New  Guinea,  whilst  there 
is  a  prospect  that  France  may  secure  the 
New  Hebrides. 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  do  not  think 
that  that  is  an  argument  that  should  greatly 
influence  us. 

Senator  Trenwith. — The  whole  matter 
is  a  hash. 

Senator  MATHESON.— It  is  a  hash; 
but  we  should  'deal  with  the  ques- 
tion as  logical,  and  business  peo- 
ple, and  take  into  our  consideration  the 
whole  of  these  islands,  which  produce  tht 
same  products  with  the  same  kind  of 
labour.  As  a  free-trader  I  find  it  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  draw  a  distinction  be- 
tween the  products  of  the  New  Hebrides 
and  the  products  of  any  of  the  other 
islands  to  which  we  subsidise  a  mail  ser- 
vice. Now  that  I  realize  that  it  is  Sena- 
tor Smith's  intention  to  limit  his  motion 
to  the  New  Hebrides  I  cannot  support  it. 

Senator  Staniforth  Smith. — The  hon- 
orable senator  does  not  understand  it. 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  know  thor- 
oughly well  what  the  honorable  senator 
is  driving  at ;  but  I  fail  to  see  how  he  can 
logically  defend  his  motion. 

Senator  Clemons, — What  is  Senator 
Smith  driving  at  ? 

Senator  MATHESON.— The  honorable 
senator  is  bitten  with  a  fear  that  the 
French  in  monopolising  the  trade  of  the 
New  Hebrides  will  eventually  beccane  the 
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owners  of  those  islands ;  but  I  fail  to  see 
how  we  can  apply  to  British  residents  in 
the  New  Hebrides  cx)nditions  which  we  do 
not  apply  to  British  residents  in  the  other 
groups  of  islands  to  which  our  subsidised 
mail  service  extends. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  New  H^rides 
are  the  only  islands  in  the  Pacific  whidi 
are  not  held  bv  a  European  power. 

Senator  MATHESON.— In  these  cir- 
cumstances I  should  like  to  know  why  we 
are  subsidising  a  mail  ser\'ice  to  other 
islands.  If  we  are  to  secure  our  influence 
in  those  islands,  and  we  are  endeavouring 
to  do  so  at  an  expense  of  j^6,ooo  per  an- 
num ;  surely  we  should  encourage  our 
own  settlers.  I  cannot  see  why  this  motion 
should  be  confined  to  the  New  Hebrides 
only.  The  question  is  the  more  im- 
portant in  view  of  tlie  fact  that  we  are  to 
be  asked  to  increase  the  present  mail  sub- 
sidy. It  is  extremely  desirable  that  the 
whole  matter  should  be  ventilated,  in  order 
that  honorable  senators  may  know  what  thev 
are  doing  when  the  Estimates  are  before 
them.  There  will  probably  be  a  couple  of 
lines  in  those  Estimates  proposing  an  in- 
creased subsidy,  and  it  will  then  hardly  be 
possible  to  debate  the  question.  One  poiju 
raised  by  Senator  Higgs  is  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  discriminate  between 
natural  products  of  the  soil  grown  by 
British  settlers  and  those  grown  by  French 
settlers.  I  can  assure  the  honorable  sena- 
tor that  it  is  perfectly  eisy  to  exercise  such 
a  discrimination.  The  islands  are  very 
small,  and  everybody  knows  exactly  what  is 
being  done  there.  Bums,  Philp,  and  C-?. 
have  agents  at  every  port  of  call,  and  ihey 
will  know  what  products  of  the  soil  have 
been  grown  by  Englisli  and  French  set- 
tlers. 

Senator  Trenwith. — Would  they  not 
have  an  interest  in  deceiving  us  if  the  truth 
would  in  any  way  injure  their  trade? 

Senator  MATHESON.— The  truth  would 
soon  become  known,  and  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  to  the  interest  of  a  firm  such  as 
Burns,  Philp,  and  Co.  to  lend  themselves 
to  such  a  practice,  though  I  must  admit  that 
what  the  honorable  senator  says  is  quite 
possible.  I  hope  that  I  have  made  it  clear 
that  the  motion  should  cover  the  whole  of 
the  islands  to  which  we  have  subsidized  a 
mail  service,  and  that  until  that  is  done 
it  is  incomplete. 

Senator  CKEEFE  (Tasmania).— I  in- 
tend to  support  the  amendment  which  has 
been  moved  by  Senator  Higgs.  It  is  all 
very  well  for  some  honorable  senators  to 


contend  that  fiscalism  should  not  ha\i 
imported  into  this  discussion.  It  is  i 
sible  otherwise  to  discuss  the  motion, 
very  words,  "rebate  of  duties  "  uset 
suggest  fiscalism  straight  away. 

Senator  Smith. — That  is  merely  a 
to  an  end. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— To  my  mint 
impossible  to  consider  the  question, 
in  the  light  of  the  amendment  submit 
Senator  Higgs.     The  taxpayers  of 
tralia    are    now    paying  something 
_;^9o,ooo  annually  in  rebates  on  sug 
the  benefit  of  sugar-growers  in  Quee 
and  in  New  South  Wales,  and  for  th 
pose  of  enabling  the  sugar-grower 
Queensland  chiefly,  to  do  without 
labour.    I  do  not  see  how  it  would  b 
sible  under  this  motion  to  prevent  tti 
introduction  of  sugar  grown  in  tbt 
Hebrides  by  black  labour.     The  i 
provides  for  a  rebate  of  dutv  on  r 
products  of  the  soil,'  and  sugar  nnist 
regarded.    Senator  Smith  has  showr 
self  in  past  discussions  in  this  cham 
be  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  Whitt 
tralia  policy,  and  what  might  hap] 
this  motion  is  carried-  can  hardly  ha 
curred  to  the  honorable  senator.  It 
to  me  to  be  entirely  illogical  that  we 
ask  the  people  of  Australia  to  pay  » 
immense  amount  of  money — and  I  1 
the  majority  pay  it  willingly — to  the 
growers  of  Queoisland  and  New- 
Wales  to  enable  them  to  do  »-ithout 
labour,  and  at  the  same  time  caxry 
tion  which,  if  given  effect  ta  would 
the  planters  in  either  of  these  Sta 
utilize  black  labour  in  the  New  He 
for  the  production  of  sugar  there,  am 
send  it  free  into  Australia. 

Senator  Stanifortu  Smith. — Oni 
sugar-cane  would  be  entitled  to  i 
under  the  motion. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— That  in  itself 
do  a  great  deal  towards  upsetting  the 
Australia  policy.  We  have  b«n  m 
the  counter-argument  that  we  are  no 
sistent  in  advocating  the  duty  on  ba 
grown  in  the  New  Hebrides,  seeing 
that  duty  only  assists  a  Queensland  . 
try,  which  is  entirety  in  the  hai 
Chinese.  It  is,  of  course,  a  patent  fac 
in  Queensland  the  Chinese  almost 
have  the  banana  production  in  tbeir  h 
and  that  is  regretted  by  every  one  wl 
lieves  in  a  White  Australia.  That, 
ever,  is  not  a  matter  for  the  Commons 
Parliament    So  long  as  the  Chinese 
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and  have  the  right  to  remain 
are  citizens  of  that  State,  and 
■wealth  Parliament  has  no  con- 
em.  If  the  State  Government 
like  to  introduce  legislation  re- 
production of  bananas  or  any- 
r  Chinese  labour,  that  is  a  mat- 
for  the  State.  We  cannot  re- 
linese  who  are  now  in  Austra- 
he  Immigration  Restriction  Act 
enforced,  the  Chinese  will,  in 
course  of  events,  die  out ;  and 
IS  now  carried  on  by  them  will 
hands  of  white  men. 
ANiFORTH  Smtth. — What  about 
nts  of  the  Chinese? 
J'KEEFE.— According  to  the 
e  statistics,  there  are  not  likely 
iescendants  of  Chinese  in  Aus- 
mpathize  entirely  with  the  ob- 
honorable  senator  who  sub- 
notion, which,  however,  places 
difficulty.  The  White  Austra- 
s  been  fought  most  bitterly  in 
iwealth  Parliament,  and  has 
)ed  to  by  the  large  majority  of 
>f  Australia  at  both  elections, 
up  a  much  more  important 
that  presented  by  Senator 
regards  paying  a  subsidy  to 
rade  between  Australia  and  the 
les,  speaking  from  memory,  I 
d  against  the  payment  of  any 
1  I  am  quite  in  agreement  with 
heson  that  this  is  money  not 
he  benefit  of  Australia.  I 
e  amendment  will  be  carried; 
;st  the  difficulty  in  Senator 
d  may  be  met  in  some  way — 
means  devised  by  the  honor- 
himself . 

TANIFORTH    SmITH.  DoCS  the 

nator  think  that,  seeing  the 
British  people  have  taken  pos- 
le  New  Hebrides,  the  natives 
be  allowed  to  work  on  the 

VKEEFE.: — So  long  as  we 
e  Australia  policy,  we  shcul  1 
an  entirely  illogical  manner  if 
the  products  of  kanaka  labour 
>  Australia  duty  free ;  and, 
r  Smith  cannot  deny,  is  what 
lust  lead  to. 

fATHESON. — What    about  the 

)'KEEFE.— I  have  already 
agree  with  Senator  Matheson 
It ;  I  should  be  in  favour  of 


doing  away  with  the  subsidy  to-morrow. 
In  my  opinion,  Senator  Smith  would  not 
be  doing  any  violence  to  his  own  feelings 
if  he  were  to  agr^  with  the  amendment. 

Senator  TRENWITH  (Victoria).— I 
should  regret  to  see  either  the  amendment 
or  the  original  motion  carried.  To  carry 
the  amendment  would  place  the  Senate, 
and  also  Senator  Higgs,  and  those  who 
think  with  him,  in  a  false  position.  A 
very  vigorous  contest  is  going  on  between 
the  majority  of  the  Australian  people  and 
the  minority.  The  latter  think  that  any 
restriction,  within  or  without  the  Common- 
wealth, with  regard  to  race  or  colour,  is 
unwise ;  but  the  great  majority  urge  that 
it  is  right  we  should  keep  Australia,  of 
which  we  have  taken  possession,  for  the 
people  of  our  own  race.  That  is  a  defen- 
sible position,  which  commends  itself  to  the 
judgment  of  a  very  large  number  of  per- 
sons. The  amendment  is  capable  ot 
being  used  as  an  argument  to  show 
that  we  want,  not  onlv  our  own. 
country,  but  also  the  other  fellow's  coun- 
try for  our  own  people.  That  is  an  un- 
wise position  in  which  to  place  ourselves. 
There  is  an  idea  amongst  honorable  sena- 
tors that  the  amendment  might  be  carried 
as  preferable  to  the  motion.  At  the  first 
hurried  glance  I  held  that  view — that  if  we 
were  to  have  one  of  two  evils,  the  amend- 
ment of  Senator  Higgs  presented  the  lesser. 
I  am  still  somewhat  inclined  to  that  view, 
but,  considering  the  false  position  in  which 
it  would  place  those  who  advocate  a  White 
Australia — considering  the  plausible  argu- 
ment which  it  would  afford  to  our  oppon- 
ents to  show  that  the  demands  of  the  ad- 
vocates of  the  policy  are  unreasonable — it 
would  be  a  tactical  blunder  to  adopt  the 
amendment.  As  to  the  motion,  it  has  been 
said  that  it  does  not  involve  the  fiscal  issue. 
I  am  not  one  who  is  always  going  about 
seeking  to  discover  covert  motives  on  the 
part  of  those  from  whom  I  differ ;  and  I 
belieye  that  Senator  Smith  has  no  desire  to 
raise  the  fiscal  issue — that  he  has  no  desire, 
as  has  been  suggested,  to  "sneak  in  "  free- 
trade  under  a  disguise.  But,  undoubtedly  th^ 
motion  does  raise  the  fiscal  issue,  and  in  a 
very  undesirable  maimer.  We  shall  be  asked 
in  the  very  near  future,  I  hope,  to  consider 
the  very  important  question  of  preferential 
trade  within  the  Empire.  Assummg  that 
the  policy  of  preferential  trade  is  accepted 
— which  I  confess  is  my  view— then  wiil 
arise  the  question  of  what  kind  of  prefer- 
ence shall  be  given.  We  shall  then  have 
to  decide  what  shall  be  the    degree  of 

Digitized  by  C[ 


4096  Nov  Hebrides: 


[SENATE.]  Rebate  of  Duties. 


preference — whether  we  shall  admit  goods 
from  other  parts  of  the  Empire  free,  or 
whether  there  shall  be  discriminating  du- 
ties; whether  British  imports  shall  stiU 
be  subject  to  duties,  but  the  imports  of  other 
nations  to  higher  duties.  Whenever 
that  question  comes  to  be  discussed,  it  is  aU 
important  that  we  should  be  unhampered 
by  any  previous  act  of  our  own.  If  we  carry 
a  motion  of  the  kind  before  us,  it  would 
have  an  extremely  prejudicial  effect  in  the 
discussion  of  the  fiscal  question.  It 
would  be  said  that,  without  considera- 
tion, we  had  given  the  right  to  pers(»)s  not 
belonging  to  the  same  Empire,  to  send  in 
their  goods  absolutely  free  of  duty;  and 
that  would  settle  the  whole  question  in  refer- 
ence to  preferential  trade.  We  could  not 
then  make  new  conditions,  or  could  onh-  do 
so  with  great  difficulty;  and  the  issue  is 
altogether  too  important  to  be  de 
termined  thus  lightly.  And  even  sup- 
posing there  were  no  great  pros- 
pects of  injury,  such  as  I  have 
indicated,  the  result  of  the  motion  must  be 
infinitesimal.  What  practical  increased 
settlement  or  advantage  could  be  got  by  re- 
moving the  triflmg  duties  which  are  now 
imposed  on  the  products  of  the  New 
Hebrides  ? 

Senator  Pearce.— English  settlers  would 
be  prevented  from  becoming  French  sub- 
jects. 

Senator  TRENWITH— What  I  say  is 
that  the  object  to  be  gained  is  insuflS- 
cient.  I  do  not  think  that  the  mo 
tion  would  have  the  result  of  pre- 
venting British  settlers  in  the  New 
Hebrides  from  becoming  French  sub- 
jects. The  advantages  offered  them  by  the 
motion  are  so  slight  that,  in  my  opini<m, 
no  appreciable  difference  would  be  made  in 
the  s^tlement. 

Senator  Pearce. — Duty  to  the  amount  of 
^£■,1,000  was  paid  on  one  item  alone. 

Senator  TRENWITH.  ~  That  proves 
that  the  New  Hebrides  settlers  are  sending 
their  products  here  now.  But,  after  all, 
;^3,ooo  is  a  very  trifling  sum  to  expend  in 
securing  increased  settlement  in  any  part 
of  the  world. 

Senator  Pearce.— That  is  what  Senator 
Smith  says. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— What  I  mean  is 
that  the  sum  is  so  small  that  the  result 
would  be  practically  nil;  I  do  not  say  that 
if  we  could  secure  increased  settlement,  the 
mmiey  would  not  be  worth  spending.  Great 
consideration  should  be  given  to  the  sug- 
gestion by  Senator  Higgs  that  there  is  an 


urgent  necessity  to  iiKrease  settlement 
side  the  Commonwealth.      If  we  haist 
shilling  to  spare  for  the  purpose,  we  ou; 
to  try  to  induce  settlement  in  Austra 
and  not  in  (rther  directicHis. 

Senator  Matheson. — ^Then  the  honora 
senator  would  cease  the  subsidy  ? 

Senator  TRENWITH.— Personally, 
should  do  so;  but  i  make  that  stateni' 
somewhat  hurriedlywithout  much  conside 
tion,  because  I  have  not  looked  at  all 
possible  advantages  of  a  subsidy.  A  si 
sidy,  however,  is  very  different  from  p 
ference  to  imports;  a  subsidy  is  a  pref 
ence  to  both  exports  and  imports. 

Senator  Mathesox. — ^With  an  object 
view. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  am  deal 
simply  with  that  point  of  view.  I  h; 
not  sufficient  knowledge  to  be  able  to  spi 
with  confidence,  but  it  may  happen  ti 
in  the  future  the  New  Hebrides  may  > 
velop  into  an  important  customer  for  A 
tralia,  and,  if  that  be  so,  the  fact  woi 
be  a  strong  justificaticHi  for  a  substi 
which,  instead  of  being  a  preference  to  i 
ports  in  our  market,  would  be  a  prei 
ence  in  the  New  Hebrides  markets  to 
ports  from  Australia.  Senatcv  Smith  1 
conferred  some  advantage  on  the  Scni 
by  introducing,  with  extreme  lucidity,  t 
somewhat  obscure  question.  The  hor 
able  senator  has  directed  the  att 
tion  of  Parliament  to  the  matter,  i 
to  that  extent  has  ser\'ed  a  useful  p 
pose.  But  I  feel  that  Parliament  woi 
be  acting  extremely  unwisely,  in  view- 
all  the  surroimdings  of  the  case,  by  tak 
any  special  action.  It  cannot  be  said  tl 
the  fiscal  question  is  not  involved,  beca' 
that  and  nothing  else  lies  at  the  basis  of 
motion. 

■  Senator  Staniforth  Sbhtr. — My  mot 
begins  and  ends  with  the  New  Hebrides 

Senator  TRENWITH.  —  Parliaro 
cannot  deliberately  adopt  a  new  princii: 
and  say  that  it  ends  anywhere. 

Senator  Staniforth  Smith. — These 
the  only  islands  in  the  Pacific  not  owt 
by  Europeans. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— That  does  1 
alter  the  matter.  If  we  give  to  people  on 
lands  which  do  not  belong  to  us  a  pref 
ence  which  we  do  not  give  to  the  peo; 
of  the  British  Empire,  we  shall  place  oi 
selves  in  an  extremely  illogical  position. 

Senator  Staniforth  Smith.  —  T 
F  rench  give  greater  preference  to  i  hi 
colonists  in  these  islands  than  they  do 
other  French  people. 
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lENWITH.— That  might  be 
if  the  view  were  that  ive 
hatever  the  French  do;  but 
1  argument  which  would  com- 
I  am  sure,  even  to  Senatoi 
rose  to  call  attention  to  the 
of  taking  any  step  in  regard 
jties — any  step  which  affects 
isue  in  its  essence — at  this 
in  the  near  future  may  in- 
extreme  difficulty.  I  shall 
the  amendment,  because  I  see 
danger  to  the  views  which  I 
shall  also  vote  against  the 
an,  which  I  hope  will  be  nega- 

EARCE  (Western  Australia), 
itor  Trenwith,  I  have  always 
g  advocate  for  a  White  Aus- 
ihall  vote  against  the  amend- 
cause  I  have  weakened  in  my 
Vhite  Australia,  but  because  I 
it  does  not  affect  that  policy 
he  other. 

jIVENS  (Queensland).— The 
n  by  Senator  Pearce  against 
nt  are  not,  in  my  opinion,  good 
t  for  any  person  who  is  im- 
le  idea  that  we  should  main- 
;  Australia,  and  do  everything 
jncourage  the  white  race. 
OBSON. — The  views  of  Senator 
lat  point  are  quite  correct. 
IVENS.— That  may  be  so,  and 
.y  not  be  correct ;  but  I  have  as 
as  any  one  else  to  express  them. 
1  a  State  which  is  more  affected 
ired  labour  question  than  any 
I  of  the  CommCTi wealth,  I  ought 
iry  fair  position  to  draw  a  right 
It  appears  to  me  that  some 
nators  hold  the  view  that,  while 
c«npel  the  producers  in  Aus- 
iploy  white  labour  only,  still 
allow  those  who  produce  by 
X)ur  elsewhere  to  dump  their 
wn  on  our  shores  as  freely  as 

I'renwith. — No  one  has  said 
e  against  both  the  motion  and 
ent. 

JIVENS. — I  am  now  alluding 
de  taken  up  by  Senator  Pearce, 
eve,  by  Senator  Smith.  The 
producers  in  the  New  Hebrides 
tish  subjects  is  exceedingly  limi- 

if  the  whole  area  of  the  islands 
ed  solely  by  settlers  of  British 
rould  not  amount  to  a  very  large 

Senator  Smith  admitted  in  his 


opening  remarks.  But,  although  the  num- 
ber of  British  settlers  there  may  not  be  very 
large,  they  may  produce  a  very  great  deal. 

Senator  Stanifobth  Smith. — The  area 
is  not  big  enough. 

Senator  GIVENS. — I  maintain  that  the 
area  is  very  considerable.  This  Parliament 
in  its  wisdom  has  declared  that  it  will  only 
encourage  production  by  white  labour  in 
Australia.  That  principle  has  been  clearly 
laid  down  in  regard  to  sugar.  If  this  mo- 
tion be  carried,  there  will  be  nothing  to 
prevent  a  small  number  of  settlers  from 
each  taking  up  a  very  large  area  in  the  is- 
lands, and  employing  coloured  labour  in 
the  wholesale  production  of  sugar,  and 
dumping  down  their  product  here  to  com- 
pete with  our  white-grown  sugar. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  motion  refers  to 
the  natural  products  of  the  soil,  and  sugar 
is  a  manufactured  product. 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  natural  pro- 
ducts of  the  soil  may  take  very  many  forms. 
Raw  sugar,  for  instance,  is  not  usually 
styled  a  manufactured  product. 

Senator  Feakce. — It  has  undergone  a 
process. 

Senator  GIVENS. — If  the  honorable 
senator  is  prepared  to  draw  that  fine  dis- 
tinction, then  maize,  to  be  a  natural  pro- 
duct, should  be  brought  over  on  the  stalk, 
and  in  the  husk. 

Senator  McGregor. — What  about  copra? 

Senator  Staniforth  Smith. — That  comes 
in  free. 

Senator  GIVENS. — Copra  does  not,  and 
is  not  likely  to  come  into  competition  with 
any  Australian  product.  According  to  the 
fine  distinction  which  Senator  Pearce  draws 
nothing  is  really  a  natural  product. 

Senator  Pearce.— That  is  an  economic 
term  which  is  well  understood. 

Senator  GIVENS. — In  its  legislation 
this  Parliament  has  laid  down  the  prin- 
ciple that  no  encouragement  shall  be  given 
by  means  of  the  Tariff  or  otherwise  to  the 
employment,  or  to  the  products,  of  coloured 
labour;  and  now  Senator  Smith  proposes 
that  we  shall  give  to  persons  living  out- 
side our  shores  privileges  which  we  deny 
to  our  own  citizens.  I  maintain  that  we 
should  not  give  to  any  person  outside  the 
Commonwealth  a  privilege,  or  concession, 
or  favour  which  the  humblest  citizen  of 
the  Commonwealth  may  not  claim  as  hi^ 
own. 

Senator  Pearce. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  think  that  sugar-cane  would  be  im- 
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Senator  Stanifobth  Smith. — This  pro- 
posal U  not  made  for  economic  reasons,  but 
to  prevent  a  foreign  nation  from  coming 
close  to  our  door. 

Senator  GIVENS. — No  matter  for  what 
reason  tlie  motion  is  moved,  it  is  bound,  if 
carried,  to  have  an  economic  effect.  At 
any  rate,  we  should  stultify  ourselves  by 
going  back  on  the  principle  which  we  have 
laid  down  for  our  own  citizens.  Senator 
Smith  proposes  to  allow  the  citizens  of  an- 
other country  to  do  things  which  we  do  not 
allow  our  own  citizens  to  do. 

Senates  Pearce. — In  respect  of  what  ar- 
ticle? 

Senator  GIVENS. — In  respect  of  pro- 
i3ucts  grown  by  coloured  labour,  and  giv- 
ing them  a  protective  advantage. 

Senator  Peasce. — What  products  does 
the  honorable  senator  refer  to? 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  product  may  be 
maize. 

Senator  Pearce. — Where  is  it  laid  down 
in  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  that 
maize  cannot  be  grown  by  coloured  labour? 

Senator  GIVENS. — The  whole  trend  of 
our  legislation  is  against  the  employment 
of  coloured  labour.  I  can  well  under- 
stand that  if  a  person  is  very  much  in  love 
with  his  own  ideas  he  can  easily  find  ex- 
cuses for  his  action.  Not  only  shall  I 
vote  for  the  amendment,  but  I  shall  vote 
against  the  motion  if  the  amendment  is , 
made.  Senator  Smith  has  laid  it  down 
as  a  principle,  that  the  Commonwealth,  :f 
it  be  possible,  should  not  allow  any  foreign 
nation  to  have  any  control  over  any  islands 
within  2,000  miles  of  our  shores.  That 
is  etjuivalent  to  saying  that,  because  we 
liappen  to  be  Britishers,  we  have  a  right 
10  grab  all  the  country  we  can  lay  our 
lianiis  0:1,  but  no  other  nation  is  to  be  al- 
lowed to  extend  its  territory. 

Senator  Stanifgrth  Smith. — We  have 
lit  least  as  raucli  right  as  anv  other  nation. 

Senator  CTVF.NS.— Undoubtedly ;  and 
we  have  exercised  that  right  in  a  greater 
ilei;ree  than  any  other  nation.  And  yet 
the  honorable  senator  advocates  a  dog-in- 
the-manger  policy.  He  says  we  do  not 
v  ant  these  islands  for  ourselves,  but  we 
will  not  allow  any  other  nation  to  have 
iliem.  I  wish  to  point  out  the  utter  ab- 
surditv  of  one  argument  he  used.  He  says 
that  we  must  occupy  ever)-  island,  oral  least 
lirevent  anv  other  nation  from  having  any 
cnntrol  over  any  island  within  2,000  miles 
of  our  shores.  If,  in  pursuance  of  that  idea, 
\>e  ultimatelv  expand  our  boundaries  so  as 
to  include  the  New  Hebrides,  that  very 


act  will  compel  us  to  immediat 
everv  island  within  2,000  miles 
group. 

Senator  Stanifortb  Smith. - 
very  absurd.  I  said  within  z,c 
of  Australia. 

Senator  GIVENS.— If  we  wer 
low  up  that  idea,  we  should  bai 
Germany  to  immediately  take  b< 
oflF  New  Guinea,  and  Holland  to  cli 
e^TTy  possession  in  the  Malay  Art 
because  all  those  islands  are  \ritl 
miles  of  the  borders  of  the  Comn* 

Senator  Stanifgrth  Smith. — ' 
more  than  2,000  miles  from  Melt 
Sydney,  though. 

Senator  GIVENS.  —  Melboui 
Sydney  do  not  constitute  the  < 
wealth. 

Senator  Stakiforth  Smith. — T 
tain  the  principal  population  in  t 
of  Australia. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  do  not  t 
narrow  view  of  the  Commooweal 
it  includes  only  Melbourne  and>  Syd 
that  the  interests  of  people  outsii 
two  great  cities  must  be  entirely 
We  have  quite  enough  to  do  to  ki 
our  own  affairs,  without  meddling 
eign  affairs.  We  haic  quite  enou^ 
to  develop  this  sparsely  populate 
monwealth,  and  to  build  up  quie 
peaceably  a  nation,  without  devel 
foreign  policj-.  If  we  begin  to  m 
foreign  affairs  we  shall  immediately 
risk  of  foreign  aggression. 

Senator    Pearce. — Supposing 
foreign  nation  commences  to  medc 
our  affairs? 

Senator  GIVENS.— It  will  then 
enough  for  us  to  meddie  with  them. 

Senator  Stanifgrth  Smith. — If 
sire  peace  we  ought  to  prevent  ot 
Hons  from  having  facilities  for  a 

U.S. 

Senator  GIVENS.— France,  as  f 
or  any  one  else  knows,  has  never  1 
aggressive  hands  on  the  New  Hebri(i 
if  she  did  she  has  just  as  good  a  ; 
do  so  as  either  Great  BritJ 
Australia,  because  that  group  ij 
as  close  to  some  of  her  possess 
to  Australia.  If  we  lay  down  tl 
which  Senator  Smith  bias  oiuncial 
shall  immediately  give  a  cause  of 
France,  or  any  other  nation  which 
to  expand  its  territory  in  that  dira 
do  not  think  it  would  be  wise  for  ti, 
monwealth  to  go  out  of  its  way  to 
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ce  to  any  nation.   The  roothei 

have  trouble  enough  on  her 
It  the  CommoDwealth,  which, 

speaking,  has  only  a  small 

responsibility  to  bear,  going 
y  to  create  difficulties  for  her. 

attempt  has  been  made  to 
I  good  understanding  between 

Great  Britain  and  the  people 
nd  I  am  glad  to  say  success- 
ecause  I  believe  that  these  two 
d  be  the  natural  allies  of  Wes- 

If  we  pass  this  motion  in  its 
,  we  shall  immediately  create 
ecause  it  must  undoubtedly  be 
isive  by  France.  Directly  we 
se  of  oGFence  to  a  foreign  na- 
1  become  embroiled  in  all  the 
:he  old  world,  and  it  will  be 
■  us  to  maintain  an  ambassa- 
at  every  capital,  in  order  to 
the  difficulties  which  will  con- 
aised.    These  are  sane  of  the 

I  am  opposed  to  the  motion, 
if  it  is  to  be  carried  at  all  it 
id  in  the  fonn  which  has  been 

Senator  Higgs.  But  if  we 
endment,  and  carry  the  motion, 
ify  ourselves  and  our  legisla- 
iclaim  far  and  wide  that  we  are 

give  concessions  and  favours 
tK)  do  not  belong  to  the  Cora- 
3ut  who,  on  the  contrary,  had 
ard  for  its  welfare  that  they 
elp  us  to  develop  its  resources, 
out  in  order  to  be  with  their 
[cured  .  brothers.      We  shall 

to  break  down  the  White 
ideal  if  we  allow  their 
ir   products  to  come  in  free, 

denv  to  our  own  people  the 
luce  by  coloured  labour.  Sena- 
as  said,  I  believe,  that  one  of 
1  products  on  which  he  desires 
should  be  a  rebate  of  duty  is 
verybody  knows  that  maize  is 
f  the  least  profitable  of  agricul- 
^rown  in  Australia.  The  maize- 
about  the  hardest  time  of  any 
le  has  a  very  precarious  living, 
titles  of  maize  are  produced  in 

and  New  South  Wales,  and 
hat  a  considerable  quantity  is 

portions  of  Victoria. 
Pearce. — Scarcely  any  maize  is 
ictoria.  very  little  in  South  Ans- 
Westem  Australia,  and  none  in 

GIVENS. — I  suspect  that  that 
tts  for  the  magnanimity  with 


which  all  the  senators  for  Western  Australia, 
except  one,  are  so  eager  to  throw  the  maize- 
growers  over  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the 
foreign  producer  who  employ's  black  labour. 

Senator  Peabce.— There  is  evidently  one 
Simon  Pure  in  the  Senate — one  senator 
whose  motives  are  unimpeachable. 

Senator  GIVENS.— When  my  motives 
are  impeachable  I  hope  the  honorable  sena 
tor  will  impeach  them. 

Senator  Peabce. — I  would  never  take 
the  task  on. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  would  not  have 
questioned  the  attitude  of  the  honorable 
senator  if  he  had  not  gone  out  of  his  way 
to  indulge  in  some  banter  at  the  beginning 
(jf  my  speech,  and  now  when  I  return  the 
compliment  he  seems  to  be  scwnewhat 
offendtd  and  cannot  take  my  remarks  in 
the  same  good  spirit  in  which  I  am  willing 
to  take  his. 

Senator  Peakce. — I  am  only  expressing 
my  admiration  for  the  honorable  senator. 

Senator  GIVENS. — I  am  quite  indepen- 
dent of  the  honorable  senator's  admiration 
or  otherwise.     Take  the  position  of  the 
maize-growers  during  the  present  year  in 
South  Queensland  and  New  South  Wales. 
In  many  .portions  of  Queensland  during  the 
last    season  they  made  very  great  losses 
indeed.    Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  storms 
during  the  earlier  part  of  the  year,  the 
crops  of  maize  were  thrown  to  the  ground 
without  cobbing,  and  the  produce  did  nut 
exceed  one-fifth,  or  in  some  cases  one- 
tenth,  of  what  ought  to  have  been  obtained. 
It  was  the  same  in  other  places.    Yet  the 
market  value  of  the  crop  did  not  exceed 
IS.  6di.  per  bushel.    At  the  present  moment 
in  Brisbane  maize  can  be  bought  for  is. 
9d.  a  bushel,  and  in  Melbourne  I  believe 
it  fetches  2S.  a  bushel.    Yet  it  is  proposed 
to  take  away  from  the  maize-growers  the 
small  amount  of  protection  they  now  have, 
and  allow  the  products  of  coloured  labour 
in  the  New  Hebrides  to  come  into  contact 
with  theirs.    The  maize  crops  in  the  New 
Hebrides  may  be  ver>'  considerable  indeed, 
because   a   large   part   of   the   1  and   i s 
suitable  for  maize  culture,  and  the  people 
only  grow  it  as  a  secondary  crop  while  the 
cocoanut  plants  are  ripening.    If  they  are 
able  to  dump  their  maize  down  in  Australia 
it  will  be  considerably  to  the  detriment  of 
Australian  growers  who  produce  by  means 
of  white  labour. 

Senator  de  Largie. — The  object  is  lo 
give  the  agricultural  labourer  a  bit  of  a 
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Senator  GIVENS. — I  suppose  it  is 
thought  that  the  agricultural  labourer  will 
be  able  to  demand  a  higher  price  for  his 
labour  if  the  products  of  coloured  labour  are 
brought  into  a>mpetition  with  his. 

Senator  Higgs. — ^The  wages  paid  in  the 
Kew  Hebrides  are  like  those  paid  in  New 
Guinea — a  plug  of  tobacco  per  month. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Yes,  with  an  oc- 
casional chip  hat  thrown  in  for  the  gin  !  I 
intend  to  vote  against  the  motion  altogether. 
I  trust  that  honorable  senators,  when  the 
issue  is  plainly  put  before  them,  will  vote 
in  accordance  with  the  principle  which  has 
already  been  laid  down  by  the  Common- 
wealth Parliament,  with  the  emphatic  ap- 
proval of  the  people  of  Australia,  that  no 
encouragement  shall  be  given  to  the  em- 
ployment of  coloured  labour,  but  that  we 
shall  do  everything  that  is  possible  to  main- 
tain conditions  such  as  will  tend  to  build  up 
a  white  Commonwealth.  To  do  that  it  is 
absolutely  essential  to  protect  to  the  fullest 
possible  extent  the  products  of  our  white 
people  from  competition  with  the  cheaper 
products  of  coloured  persons  elsewhere. 

Senator  MULCAHV  (Tasmania).— I  in- 
tend to"  oppose  both  the  original  motion  and 
the  amendment,  but  for  somewhat  different 
reasons  from  those  which  have  been  ad- 
vanced by  the  last  speaker.  My  principle 
reason  is  that  the  motion  itself  mdicates  a 
very  important  departure  in  national 
policy,  which,  I  think,  should  have  been  in- 
troduced under  the  imprimatur  of  the  Go- 
vernment. I  fear  that  the  honorable  sena- 
tor who  has  moved  the  motion  did  not  suffi- 
ciently weigh  the  consequences  and  the  prin- 
ciples' involved  in  it.  It  seems  to  be  an 
unfortunate  thing  that  during  the  present 
session,  owing  to  the  absence  of  other  busi- 
ness, the  Senate  has  been  largely  reduced 
to  the  position  of  a  debating  society.  We 
have  been  continually  debating  abstract 
motions. 

Senator  H:ggs. — ^That  is  rough  on  Sena- 
tor Smith  ! 

Senator  MULCAHY.— I  give  the  honor-  ^ 
able  senator  full  credit  for  the  trouble  he 
has  taken  in  connexion  with  this  subject. 
He  has  given  us  the  benefit  of  information 
which  honorable  senators  would  not  have  j 
been  able  to  gather  except  by  means  of  such  , 
speeches  as  he  has  made.     But  we  should 
be  careful  to  see  the  consequences  of  such  j 
proposals  as  that  upon  which  he  asks  us  to  j 
express  an  opinion.     The  question  is  a 
highly  important  one,  and  involves  prin-  ^ 
ciples  which  the  mover  of  the  motion  did  ^ 
nni-    take    into    account,    such    as    the  i 


question  of  preferential  trade,  whi;] 
certainly  ought  not  to  be  determinej 
in  regard  to  one  small  group  of  islandj 
although  there  may  be  reasons  which  wou 
induce  me  to  support  that  policy  myk 
general  principles.  I  do  not  say  that 
object  to  the  principle  laid  down  by  Sen 
tor  Smith,  but  my  point  is  that  the  questit 
is  one  of  those  with  regard  to  which  ^ 
should  not  be  called  upon  to  express  ij 
deliberate  opinion  of  the  Senate  in  u 
manner  proposed. 

Senator  Higgs. — Surely  the  honorabl 
senator  would  not  tie  the  hands  of  ti 
Senate  in  the  event  of  the  Government  nj 
bringing  forward  a  motion? 

Senator  MULCAHY. — No;  no  one  has 
right  to  object  to  any  question  being  broug 
forward  by  any  luniorable  senator  w| 
chooses  to  invite  an  expression  of  opinii! 
with  regard  to  it.  My  objectitm  is  that  th 
is  a  large  question  of  naticmal  polic)',  fi 
which  the  Government,  not  a  private  senan 
ought  to  be  responsible.  It  ought  not  I 
forced  on  the  Government,  but  should 
carefully  thought  out  by  them.  It  also  i 
volves  an  important  fiscal  departure.  I  a 
surprised  that  Senator  Pearce,  who  is  us 
ally  so  logical,  does  not  see  the  effect  of  il 
motion  upon  the  White  Australia  policy  th 
has  been  affirmed  by  the  people  of 
country.  The  motion  would  have  very  ii 
portant  results  in  that  direction,  and  alt 
gether  it  is  suffidently  important  to  be  i 
troduced  by  a  responable  Minister  expoun 
ing  a  responsible  policy. 

Debate  (on  motion  by  Senator  Croft)  a 
joumed. 

CONVERSION  OF  GUNS. 

Senator  MATHESON  asked  the  Mirt 
ster  of  Defence,  ufon  notice —  I 

1.  What  is  the  cost  of  converting  a  laj-poun^ 
B.L,  gun  into  a  ij;-poundcr  B.L.  gun,  inclu'ii) 
cost  of  packing,  shipping,  and  all  shipping 
agency  charges  to  the  works  in  England. 

2.  What  would  be  the  cost  of  a  new  i5.poun<! 
B.L.  eun,  of  modem  construction,  in  Englami  '■ 

3.  What  would  be  the  cost  of  an  tS-poundri 
of  the  pattern  recently  adop'tcd  by  the  Briti!>h  i  ll 
vcrnment  ? 

4.  Do  the  Govemment  of  the  Common  we.*.I! 
still  propose  to  purchase  twenty  15-pounder  B.l 
guns  in  view  of  the  fact  th&t  guns  of  this  t)': 
are  now  being  displaced  in  the  British  Amy  I 
the  new  i8-pouncler  guns? 

Senator  DAWSON.— The  answers  to 
honorable  senator's  questions  are  as  fo 
low : — 

t.  The  cost  of  conversion  of  a  taj^-pounder  B-1 
gun,  carriage,  and  limber  into  a  i5-pouader  B  ! 
gun  is  £$00 ;  cost  of  packing,  insurance,  frct^i 
&c.,  say  jfaj;  total,  lS*X^ t^^ci\{>  ' 
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r  Guthrie. — TBat  is  the  cost  one 
resume  ? 

r  DAWSON.— I  presume  that  is 
x>th  ways. 

:ost  of  a  new  15-poundei  B.L.  gun,  car- 
1  limber,  including  estimated  charges 
t,  insurance,  and  packing,  &c.,  would 

:  IS  DO  iaformatton  available  here.  . 

dd  that  the  Government  are  not 
have  any  information  for  some 
ome  regarding  that  question. 

al  decision  has  not  yet  been  arrived  at. 

ENTATION  OF  GUNS  TO 
MUNICIPALITIES. 

r  MATHESON  asked  the  Mini- 
)efence,  ufon  notice — 

a  fact,  as  stated  in  the  Age  of  the  6th 
hat  the  Government  of  the  Common- 
ve  offered  to  return  to  the  Government 
n  Australia  for  picsentatioo  to  munici- 
number  of  obsolete  muule-loading  field 
resent  ia  that  State ;  and  that  the  Go- 
of Western  Australia  have  declioed  the 
le  grounds  that  the  cost  of  sending  the 
uestioD  to  the  municipalities  would  be 

,  have  the  Government  any  objection  to 
le  offer  direct  to  the  principal  munici- 

I  the  gold-fields  and  at  the  coast  in  Wes- 
ralia  ? 

the  Minister  any  objection  to  laying  on 
for  perusal  any  correspondence  on  this 
at  has'taken  place  between  the  two  Go- 

? 

rhat  date  do  the  Govemment  intend  to 
e  obsolete  field  guns  now  being  offered 
istributed  among  the  municipalities  of 
us  Slates,  from  the  effective  list  of 
)  field  guns  belonging  to  the  Common- 
set  out  in  Appendix  K  of  the  General 
jmmanding's  rcjwrt  for  1903-4? 

>r  DAWSON.— The  replies  to  the 
e  senator's  questions  ate  as  foU 

sply  to  a  communication  from  this  Go- 
,  stating  that  there  were  some  obsolete 
liable  for  distribution  to  public  parks, 
Vestern  Austrana,  the  Premier  of  that 
lie  as  follows  : — ■ 

ni  I  itary 'authorities  inform  me  that  there 
resent  only  two  guns  which  could  be 
:o  parks,  &c.,  namely,  those  stored  at 
ta ;  but  these  would  eatatl  a  heavy  cost 

II  and  mounting.  As  the  guns  referred 
little  intej:eit,  I  question  if  any  public 
lid  care  to  pay  the  c^ost  of  removal,  &c.' 
:  eight  smaller  guns  wKich  will  be  avail- 
1  replaced  by  ones  of  more  modem  pat- 
leie  ^ns  would,  no  'doubt,  be  suitable 
urposes  incHcated  in  your  letter. 

ew  of  the  above  facts,  I  think  it  wiser 
'ith  the  question  as  it  arises,  and  do  not 
ommit  the  Govemment  as  to  its  future 


3.  The  Government  sees  no  reiison  for  doing  sc. 

3.  No  objection. 

4.  None  of  the  eighty-two  field  guns  mcationeii 
tL  Appendix  K  of  l£'e  General  Officer  Command- 
ing'! report  for  1903-4  are  at  present  being  distri- 
buted to  municipalities,  as  the  intention  of  the 
General  Officer  Commanding  is  to  utilize  the  same 
until  they  are  replaced  by  modem  guns. 

I  may  add,  to  complete  the  answer,  that 
wherever  the  head  of  a  Government  in  a 
State  where  there  are  obsolete  guns  does 
not  take  sufficient  interest  in  them  to  make 
use  of  them,  the  Department  will  have  no 
objection  to  deal  directly  with  the  munici- 
palities. 

TRADE  MARKS  BILL. 

In    Committee    (Consideration  resumed 
from  loth  August,  vide  page  4018): 

New    clause    (proposed    by  Senator 
Pearce) — 

Part  VI.A.— Trade  Union  Marks. 

69A.  In  this  part  of  this  Act — 

"  Trade  union "  means  any  trade  union  re- 
gistered as  such  under  the  law  of  any 
State  or  any  organization  or  association 
of  workmen  or  employees  registered  un- 
der any  law  of  the  Commonwealth  or  of 
a  State  relating  to  conciliation  or  arbitra- 
tion for  the  prevention  or  settlement 
of  industrial,  disputes ;  and 
"Trade  union  mark"  means  a  distinctive 
mark  or  device  adopted  by  a  trade  union 
for  the  purpose  of  designating  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  labour  of  the  members 
thereof. 

Senator  DRAKE  (Queensland).— There 
is  one  objection  to  Senator  Pearce's  pro- 
posal which  I  should  like  to  submit  to  the 
attention  of  those  who  are  inclined  to  sup- 
port it.  It  is  intended  that  the  trade 
union  mark  proposed  should  be  a  guarantee 
as  to  the  conditions  of  labour  under  which 
the  article  to  which  it  is  affixed  is  pro- 
duced; but  it  will  be  no  guarantee  what- 
ever of  the  quality  of  the  article,  or  of 
the  material  of  which  it  is  composed.  So 
far  as  concerns  the  public  knowing  the  con- 
ditions of  labour  under  which  an  article  is 
produced,  I  submit  that  that  is  provided 
for  in  the  Bill  with  which  we  last  dealt, 
namely,  the  Fraudulent  Trade  Marks  Bill. 
It  is  there  provided  that  an  article  may 
bear  upon  it  a  particular  description  indi- 
cating the  method  of  its  manufacture.  So 
that  any  person  who  makes  an  article  may 
put  upon  it  a  description  of  the  method  by 
which  it  has  been  made,  and  that  would  in- 
clude a  description  of  the  labour  that  has 
been  employed  in  making  it.  The  Bill  goes 
on  to  provide  heavy  penalties  to  insure  that 
that  trade  description  shall  be  true.  By 
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means  of  the  conditu»is  imposed  bv 
the  Fraudulent  Trade  Marks  Bill  the 
public  will  be  enabled  to  know  whether 
an  article  has  been  produced  under  fair 
conditions.  The  object  which  Senator 
Pearce  has  in  view  is  a  praiseworthy  one. 
I  belie\'e  that  nearly  every  persm,  in  pur- 
chasing an  article,  would  be  prepared  to 
pay  a  slightly  higher  price  for  it  if  he  had 
some  assurance  that  the  result  would  be  to 
benefit  the  actual  worker.  A  trade  mark, 
as  generally  understood,  is  a  mark  put  upon 
goods  by  a  certain  manufactnrer  in  order 
that,  if  he  wishes  to  build  up  a  reputation 
for  that  article  and  to  reap  the  benefit  from 
it,  he  may  do  so  in  security.  Nearly  every 
man  and  woman,  in  purchasing  certain  ar- 
ticles, has  a  fancy  for  some  particular  tvand. 
We  have  leamt.  perhaps,  that  the  manu- 
facturer uses  good  material  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  the  article.  He  puts  a  trade  mark 
upcm  if  in  order  that  the  reputation  which 
he  builds  up  may  be  preserved  for  his  own 
benefit.  I  believe  that  it  is  a  maxim 
amongst  business  men  that  money  should 
not  be  .spent  in  advertising  unless  an  article 
is  a  POod  one. 

Senator  Givens. — What  about  the  money 
spent  in  advertisng  quack  patent  medi- 
cines? 

Senator  DRAKE. —I  have  no  doubt  that 
they  have  some  good  in  them,  or  people 
would  not  buy  them.  People  buy  a  patent 
medicine  because  they  have  used  it  tefore, 
and  believe,  at  all  events,  that  there  is  some 
good  in  it. 

Senator  Givens.— They  genetally  buy 
it  because  they  have  never  bought  it  be-  , 
fore. 

Senator  DRAKE. —It  is  now  proposed 
that   trade   unions   may  have   brands  of 
their  own.  which  shall  be  put  upon  goods 
to  indicate   that  those  gcods   have  been 
made  under  trade  union  conditions.  But 
there  will  be  no  guarantee  whatever  as  to 
the  quality  of  the  goods  or  the  material  I 
that   enters   into     their   manufacture.    I  j 
have    spoken    of    an    ordinary    trade  i 
mark    used    bv    a    manufacturer  with 
a   view   to   build   up   a   reputation  for 
an  article,   and   derive  benefit  from  it. 
He   wishes   the   articles   he   sells  to  be 
known  as  his.      Therefore,  he  puts  his 
brand  upon  them.      But  we  have  heard  in 
the  rour-se  of  this  debate  of  boots  that  con-  I 
tain  no  leather,  and  of  woollen  poods  that 
contain  no  wool.     There  may  be  manu- 
facturers who  are  producing  those  goods 
simply  for  the  purpose  of  nuking  money. 


They  do  not  care  how  inferior  the  quali 
may  be,  so  long  as  they  make  large  pi 
fits.  A  manufacturer  doing  that  wou 
say,  "  I  will  employ  union  labour  so  th 
I  may  use  the  union  trade  mark." 

Senator  ^fcGsEGOR. — ^The  imi(»is  wo« 
not  give  such  maufacturers  the  right  to  i 
so.  They  would  not  discredit  themsdt 
to  that  extent  surely. 

Senator  Pearce.— The  public  would  r 
be  deceived  because  they  would  know  tb 
the  label  did  not  apply  to  the  materl 
but  only  to  the  conditions  of  labour  und 
which  the  article  was  manufactured. 

Senator  DRAKE. — Such  a  majiufs 
turer  would  not  put  any  label  of  his  oi 
upon  goods.  No  shoddy  manufacturer  pi 
his  own  label  on  his  goods.  He  does  n 
wish  the  public  to  connect  him  with  the 
If  the  Vice-President  of  the  Executi 
Council  is  right,  we  have  something  el 
to  contemplate  in  this  proposal,  and  th 
is  that  the  trade  union  holding  the  biai 
will  not  only  in^st  that  a  oertun  class 
labour  shall  be  employed  in  the  manuf^ 
ture  of  goods  to  which  their  brai>d  is  a 
plied,  but  will  also  insist  that  a  certa 
quality  of  materials  shall  be  used  in  thi 
manufacture. 

Senator  Pearce. — I  do  not  think  the 
is  any  justification  for  such  a  statement. 

Senator  DRAKE.— The  Vice-Preside 
of  the  Executive   Council  certainly  sa 
that   no   trade   union   would  think 
allowing  the  union  brand  to  be  put  up 
goods  of  a  shoddy  chararter. 

Senator  O'Keefe. — Not  unless  tl 
maker's  name  is  also  cm  the  goods,  that  j 
might  take  the  responsibility. 

Senator  DRAKE. — There  is  nothing 
these  new  clauses  to  shov  that  tt 
would  be  necessary.  The  class  of  goo 
to  which  I  am  referring  are  goods  to  whi 
the  owner's  name  is  not  attached.  Wn 
has  been  said  only  goes  to  show  bow  i 
complete  the  present  proposal  is,  beciO 
in  answer  to  the  objection  I  have  made.; 
get  one  explanation  from  the  Vice-Prel 
dent  of  the  Executive  Cooncil,  and  anorti 
from  Senator  O'Keefe. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  Vice-President 
the  Executive  C(Hmcil  is  not  responsib 
for  these  clauses.' 

Senator  DRAKE. — Quite  so.  I  unde 
stand,  from  what  took  place  yesterday,  th 
Senator  Pearce  is  satisfied  that  any  man 
facturer  employing  union  labour,  and  co( 
plying  with  union  conditions,  would  be  ^ 
titled  to  put  the  union  brand  on  his  gmc 
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so,  we  have  no  guarantee  as  to 
of  the  goods.  If  an  unscrupu- 
"acturer,  complying  with  all  the 
litions,  chooses  to  turn  out  shoddy 
shoddy  may  be  distributed 
the  Commonwealth,  under  cover 
e  union  marie. 

Pearce. — And  the  purchasers 
w  thai  the  labour  employed  on 
vas  guaranteed  by  the  mark,  and 
terial  used  in  their  manufacture. 
DRAKE. — Quite  so ;  we  under: 

another  on  that  point.  I  ask 
>enalors  whether  that  is  not  much 
■vided  for  in  the  Fraudulent 
rks  Bill  which  we  have  already 
Under  that  Bill  every  manufac- 
I  stamp  upon  his  goods  the  fact 
rere  made  by  trade  imion  labour, 
)  who  desired  to  have  goods  made 
mion  labour  could  refuse  to  buy 

were  not  so  stamped.  We  should 
ntactiy  the  result  which  Senator 
sires.  That  would  be  very  much 
I  having  a  union  trade  mark  which 
>ut  upon  goods  of  a  very  inferior 
nd  which  might  be  used  as  the 

circulating  shoddy  throughout 

and  particularly  amongst  the 
f  trade  unions  and  their  families, 
igst  those  who,  without  being 
snists  themselves,  prefer  to  pur- 
icles  made  by  trade  unionists, 
ointed  out  that  Senator  Pearce's 
Q  be  belter  achieved  under  the 
It  Trade  Marks  Bill  than  under 
It  proposal ;  and  for  the  reasons 
[i^-en  I  think  that  this  proposal 
I'd  to  unforeseen  and  very  unde- 
•nsequences. 

■  ftfULCAHY  (Tasmania).— Sena- 
e  has  touched  the  kernel  of  this 
one  of  its  aspects.  Honorable  sena- 
iware  that  many  articles  produced 
Lime  and  exported  from  this  State 
iced  under  conditions  arranged  by 
es  Boards  meet  in  Victoria  to  deter- 

wages  to  be  paid  for  the  manu- 
f  certain  articles,  and  the  Victorian 

Act  regulates  the  hours  and  condi- 
labour  in  their  manufacture.  In 
jstries  a  minimum  wage  is  in  force, 
1. 

r  Guthrie. — ^That  is  only  in  some 
of  industry. 

T  MTJLCAHY. — I  intend  to  speak 
branches  of  industry  of  which  I 
oaething,  and  of  a  class  of  goods 
have  been  handling  for  the  greater 


part  of  my  life,  and  on  which  I  can  speak 
with  some  little  authority.  I  find  that,  in 
spite  of  the  legislation  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred, these  goods  are  produced  in  Mel- 
bourne in  much  the  same  way  as  they  were 
produced  previous  to  the  enactment  of  that 
legislation,  but  under  improved  conditions 
for  the  employ^,  I  believe  and  hope.  So  far 
as  cheapness  of  production  is  concerned,  it 
is   much   the  same   as   it   has  ever  been 
in    my    experience,    which     extends  in 
the    clothing    trade    over    twenty-five  or 
twenty-six  years,  during  which  time  I  have 
been  dealing  with  Melbourne  warehouses 
and  manufacturers.      All  who  are  conver- 
sant with  trade  matters  are    aware  that 
goods  of  various  grades  are  required ;  and 
if  we  require  a  cheap  article  now  we  can 
get  it  as  readily    as    ever.    It    will  be 
admitted  that  a  cheap  article  is  generally 
a  common  article. 

Senator  de  Largie.— Is  the  honorable 
senator  speaking  of  prices,  or  of  the  cost 
of  production  ? 

Senator  MULCAHY. — I  am  speaking 
lo  the  question  now  before  the  Committee, 
and  the  honorable  senator  will  allow  me  to 
speak  for  myself.  I  hope  I  shall  be  able 
to  express  myself  in  such  a  way  as  to  be 
understood. 


Senator  de  Largie. — ^The  honorable 
senator  is  posing  as  an  authority  on  a  cer- 
tain line  of  goods,  and  I  thought  he  ought 
to  be  able  to  explain  whether  he  was  re- 
ferring to  the  price  of  an  article,  or  the 
cost  of  its  production. 

Senator  MULCAHY.— I  dare  say  I  shall 
be  able  to  do  so.  I  am  not  posing  ar 
an  authority  upon  anything  but  the  business 
in  which  I  have  had  an  experienct 
extending  over  a  quarter  of  a  century.  I 
was  referring  to  the  point  properly  raised 
by  Senator  Drake  as  to  the  quality  of  the 
article  on  which  the  union  trade  mark  i^^ 
put.  I  agree  with  the  honorable  and 
learned  senator  that  the  trade  union  mark 
proposed  would  be  no  indication  of  the 
quality  of  the  article.  There  is  neces 
sarily,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  public,  as  much  rubbish  produced 
in  Melbourne  as  there  ever  was.  Then 
is  as  much  shoddy  manufactured  here  as 
ever,  though  it  may  be  that  those  engaged 
in  its  manufacture  are  employed  under  bet 
ter  conditions.  Indeed,  I  have  good  rea 
son  for  believing  that  they  are. 

Senator  Givens. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  object  to  labour  legislation  again?, 

Co 
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Senator  MULCAHY. — I  am  speaking 
■of  its  bearing  on  this  question.  It  trould 
be  better  if  honorable  senators  who  are 
members  of  the  Labour  Party  were  more 

tolerant  of  the  opinions  of  others,  and  were 
not  so  ready  to  assume  that  others  are 
speaking  against  their  views.  So  far  as 
I  know,  the  application  of  factories  legisla- 
tion to  these  industries  has  been  bene- 
ficial ;  but  I  am  speaking  of  the  effect  of 
putting  a  particular  brand  or  trade  mark 
on  certain  articles.  The  purpose  of  a 
trade  mark  is  to  disclose  the  identity  of 
goods  which  have  some  special  quality, 
and  som'e  reputation  previously  earned. 
That  would  not  necessarily  apply  to  goods 
manufactured  even  under  the  very  best 
trade  union  conditions.  Those^  goods 
would  not  necessarily  be  any  better  than 
they  would  be  if  they  had  not  been  manu- 
factured by  union  labour.  The  trade  union 
mark  would  only  indicate  that  they  were 
manufactured  under  conditiais  approved 
by  the  trade  union.  Whether  it  is  a  good 
or  a  bad  thing,  honorable  members  will 
have  their  own  opinion,  but  there  are  not 
many  trade  unions  in  Tasmania.  It  may 
be  that  some  goods  of  Tasmanian 
manufacture  may  find  their  way 
into  Victorian  and  other  Common- 
wealth markets,  and  this  proposal — 
which,  to  my  mind,  is  entirely  foreign  to  the 
Bill — may  have  a  very  unfair  effect  in 
connexion  with  those  goods.  The  fact  that 
they  win  not  be  marked  with  the  trade  union 
brand  will  be  an  indication  to  the  purchaser 
that  they  have  not  been  made  by  union 
labour,  and  the  implication  will  necessarily 
be  that  they  are  inferior  to  goods  which  are 
so  branded,  and  ought  not  to  be  purchased. 
That  may  be  exceedingly  unfair. 

Senator  Givens. — The  honorable  senator 
will  find  that  the  second  part  of  the  pro- 
posed new  clause  shows  that  the  mark  is 
not  intended  to  guarantee  the  quality  of  the 
goods. 

Senator  MULCAHY.— The  trade  union 
mark  may  be  used  in  a  variety  of  ways. 
The  honorable  senator  who,  with  the  best 
intention,  has  proposed  this  series  of  amend- 
ments, said  yesterday  that  no  trade  union 
would  deny  the  use  of  its  trade_  mark  to 
manufacturers  employing  trade  unionists  on 
trade  union  conditions  of  labour.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  argue  that  a  trade  union  would 
not  deny  the  use  of  the  trade  mark  to  which 
it  has  the  sole  right  to  a  majority  of  manu- 
facturers, although  it  might  refuse  the 
mark  to  one  manufacturer. 


Senator  Croft. — It  would  not  do  so. ' 

Senator  MULCAHY.— How  can  the  b<; 
orable  senator  know? 

Senator  Croft. — Because  I  have  h| 
personal  experience  of  the  working  of  I 
system  in  Western  Australia.  ^ 

Senator  MULCAHY.— I  have  h*a 
Senator  Trenwith  speak  in  the  same  «: 
but  I  have  also  heard  that  honorable  senai 
and  other  honorable  senators,  when  the  • 
casion  suited  them,  say  that  it  is  t 
unlikely  that  frequently  happens.  No  hi 
orable  senator  can  take  it  upcm  hiroseU 
say  that  the  trade  unions  will 
this  or  that.  What  the  trade  taiions  « 
do  can  only  be  revealed  to  us 
the  future;  and  the  question 
whether  we  should  give  them  the  power 
do  something  which  may  prove  to  be  { 
ceedingly  unjust  In  Tasmania  we  hare 
rely  on  our  export  trade  very  largely-  \ 
joined  the  Federation  in  the  hope  of  havi 
free-trade  with  the  other  States;  and 
we  are  here  asked  to  enact  legislation  wbi 
may  handicap  us  in  the  freedom  of  t 
trade  intercourse  with  the  other  States, 
cannot  but  view  the  matter  seriously, 
may  be  that  we  are  not  progressive,  a 
that  may  be  one  of  the  consequerx^s  of  e 
insularity ;  but  that  is  no  reason  why  d 
manufacturers  should  suffer  through  havij 
the  products  of  manufacture  in  the  otn 
States  marked  in  some  way  which  wou 
stigmatizq  the  products  of  our  State  as  \ 
ing  inferior,  or  as  being  goods  which  i 
other  reasons  ought  not  to  be  purchased, 
do  not  desire,  as  is  often  done  by  clerg^mJ 
to  blame  those  of  their  congregat^ 
who  are  present  for  the  absence  of  th(| 
who  are  away,  but  I  think  it  is  a  pity  tli 
so  important  a  matter  should  be  dealt 
when  there  is  such  a  small  attendants,  j 
my  desire  to  encourage  trade  unionism; 
am  as  strong  as  is  any  labour  senator, 
have  always  approved  of  trade  unionia 
In  my  opinicxi  the  combination  and  c 
operation  of  people  for  their  mutual  prote 
tion  and  advancement  is  a  perfectly  rig 
principle,  so  long  as  they  stop  at  that.  B 
when  it  is  proposed  to  furnish  sudi  coi 
binations  with  a  power  which  may  be  U3< 
to  the  prejudice  of  others,  we  should  paui 
and  consider  what  we  are  doing.  It  appea 
to  me  that  possibly  these  provisions  migl 
be  utilized  as  a  weapon  to  the  detriment  'i 
Tasmanian  manufactures,  and  that  won 
not  be  in  accordance  with  the  Fedi-r 
spirit,  <m  the  strength  of  which  we  enten 
the  Federatioa    As  a ^tate  which  has 
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small  representation  in  the 
ament,  Tasmania  is  entitled 
)n  in  this  connexion. 
I  LARGIE  (Western  Aus- 
sire  to  say  a  few  words  in 
or  Mulcahy.  The  honorable 
at  with  a  certain  intention, 
omising  much,  he  resumed 
Dut  giving    the  information 

he  would  give.  The  honur- 
vas  referring  to  the  cost  of 
:ed  in  this  State,  and  I  asked 

him  in  order  to  eh'cit  some 
He  has  told  the  Committee 
,ow  get  articles  at  the  same 
e  paid  for  them  before 
nent  of  labour  organiza- 
f  ages  Boards  in  Victoria, 
resumably  when  the  articles 

cost  a  great  deal  more  than 
ously.  I  asked,  by  way  of 
jection,  whether  the  honor- 
eferred  to  the  cost  of  pro- 
erely  to  the  price ;  because, 
o,  there  is  a  great  difference. 

price  of  those  articles  might 
h  higher,  though  the  cost  of 
s  much  lower  than  to-day. 
1  altogether  different  state  of 
at  which  the  honorable  sena- 

us  to  believe. 

JLCAHY. — That  is  not  the 
lot  dealing  with  that  aspect 
n. 

;  LARGIE.— The  honorable 
no  light    on    the  subject, 
ly  to  my  interjection  he  pro- 
My  contention  is  that  under 
J    prevailing    to-day,  with 
and  other  industrial  organi- 
:s  can  be  purchased  just  as 
n  they  were  produced  under 
litions.       This  only  proves 
le  employers  or  the  middle- 
the  benefit  of  those  unfair 

r.AYFORD.  —  The  honorable 
ecollect  that  the  extension  of 
cheapened  production. 
LCAHY. — As  also  has  division 

I  LARGIE.— I  grant  that 
ances  have  had  some  effect, 
f  the  clauses  proposed  by 
t  is  not  to  provide  labels  in- 
r]ua!ity  of  the  articles,  but 
BT  under  what  conditions  the 
been  produced.  These  two 
ite  different. 


Senator  Mulcahy.— The  object  of  Sena- 
tor Pearce  is  quite  different  from  the  ob- 
ject of  ihe  Bill. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — Trade  marks 
are  used  to  indicate  an  infinite  variety  of 
facts.  Some  trade  marks  show  that  the 
articles  are  the  production  of  a  firm  or 
are  composed  of  certain  materials ;  others 
that  articles  are  produced  in  a  certain  coun- 
try, and  so  forth ;  and  I  contend  that  Sena- 
tor Pearce's  proposal  is  perfectly  reason- 
able in  a  measure  of  this  character.  I 
should  like  to  point  out  to  Senator  Mulcahy 
that  in  the  manufacture  of  English  broad- 
cloth, which  is  perhaps  the  best  of  the 
kind  produced,  the  poorest  paid  labour  in 
England  is  employed,  while  in  the  manu- 
facture of  inferior  shoddy  tweed  from  the 
north  of  England  much  higher  paid  labour 
under  union  conditions  is  employed. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — I   have  sold  such 
cloths  for  a  long  time,  and  I  am  not  aware 
.that  they  have  trade  marks,  though  some 
of  them  may  have. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— There  are  very 
few  manufacturers  who  have  not  a  trade 
mark  of  some  kind  or  another.  These  trade 
marks,  however,  do  not  indicate  the  kind 
of  labour  employed,  but  rather  the  quality 
or  kind  of  article.  These  are  all  matters 
which  we  have  to  consider  when  discussing 
whether  a  trade  union  label  or  mark  shall 
be  legalized  by  this  Bill.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  if  a  trade  union  mark  were  used,  say, 
in  Melbourne,  it  might  have  some  effect  on 
the  industries  of  Tasmania,  where  trade 
unionism  is  almost  an  unknown  factor. 
Senator  Mulcahy  may  see  in  that  view  a 
danger  to  his  State,  the  interests  of  which 
he  is  perfectly  right  in  attempting  to  safe- 
guard. But  those  who  do  believe  in  pro- 
per conditions  of  employment  for  men  and 
women,  have  a  right  to  see  that  safeguards 
are  applied  in  that  direction,  and  a  trade 
union  label  is  about  the  best  guarantee  that 
could  be  devised. 

Senator  ERASER  (Victoria).— I  am 
sorry  these  clauses  are  sought  to  be  intro- 
duced in  a  measure  of  this  kind,  to  the  ob- 
ject and  purposes  of  which  they  are  quite 
foreign. 

Senator  Guthrie. — Why  should  not  a 
worker,  as  well  as  a  manufacturer,  have 
the  right  to  stamp  his  goods? 

Senator  ERASER. — Nobody  desires  to 
stop  a  worker  from  stamping  his  goods  ;  most 
people,  on  the  other  hand,  would  rather 
encourage  the  practice.  But  why  should 
we,  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  give  anybody 
the  power  to  refuse  to  other  persons  the 
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right  to  similarly  stamp  their  goods?  Tn 
I  his  respect  the  clause  appears  to  me  un- 
fair, proposing,  as  it  does,  to  give  a  special 
right  to  a  trade  union. 

S«iator  Guthrie.— Just  as  it  is  proposed 
to  give  a  special  right  to  a  manufacturer.  ! 

SenatOT  FRASEIL — manufacturer 
uses  a  trade  mark  to  describe  the  quality 
or  make  of  goods  whidi  can  be  bought  and 
sold  every  day  in  the  week.  The  clauses 
which  Senator  Pearce  proposes  will  be 
used  for  the  purposes  of  pressure,  and 
under  them,  even  an  employer  of  union 
labour  may  be  refused  the  right  to  use  a 
label. 

Senator  O'Keefe. — No;  the  diject  of 
the  clause  is  to  give  that  right  to  em- 
ployers working  under  unicm  conditions. 

Senator  Croft. — Every  one  who  works 
under  union  oonditicms  may  use  the  label. 

Senator  FRASER. — But  I  might  form  a 
union  of  four  or  five  persons,  and  yet  be 
refused  the  right  to  use  a  label. 

Senator  McGregor.  —  It  would  not  be 
the  union,  but  the  Registrar,  who  would 
then  refuse  the  right.  He  would  not  re- 
gister such  a  uni(Mi. 

Senator  de  Largie. — We  are  not  dis- 
cussing preferoice  to  unionists. 

Senator  FRASER.— It  is  preference  of 
a  kind ;  otherwise  why  seek  to  force  these 
clauses  into  a  Trade  Marks  Bill  ?* 

Senator  Gitens. — Does  a  manufacturer 
not  get  a  preference  by  means  of  his  trade 
mark? 

Senator  FRASER. — But  a  manufacturer 
might  be  refused  the  right  to  use  a  trade 
union  mark  under  these  clauses. 

Senator  GrvENS. — Quite  right,  too,  if  he 
does  not  employ  people  under  proper  con- 
ditions. 

Senator  FRASER.— But  the  right  to  use 
the  label  might  be  refused  owing  to  mere 
pique.  These  clauses  will  give  the  power  to 
bring  pressure  in  order  to  do  a  wnmg  to 
an  individual,  because,  it  may  be,  of  some 
little  dispute  only  indirectly  connected 
with  unionism.  Such  provisions  have  no 
right  in  this  Bill. 

Senator  Guthrie.- — In  what  Bill  does  the 
honorable  senator  suggest  the  provisirais 
should  be  put? 

Senator  ERASER.- Tn  a  Bill  specially 
dealing  with  the  subject.  As  to  the  cheap 
and  dear'articles,  referred  to  by  Senator  de 
t.argie,  prices  vary  from  day  to  day,  and 
from  year  to  year.  Articles  whidt  were 
dear  ten  years  ago  are  cheap  now,  and  vice 
versdj  ths  cost  of  an  article  is  no  evidence 
as  to  proper  conditions  of  producti<m. 


Senator  GIVENS  (Queensland).— 
tender  regard  certain  honorable  sens 
have  for  the  well  being  of  wealthy  m 
facurers  or  merchants  is  quite  ramark; 
as  is  ai^  the  utter  disregard  they  have 
the  welfare  of  the  humble  individual 
is  employed  in  the  manufacture  of 
goods. 

Senator  Dobson. — That  is  an  unfsti 
grossly  incorrect  ORnment. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  think  I  shall 
able  to        that  my  comment  is  absoli 

correct. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — There  has  been 
much  of  that  talk  altogether. 

Senator  GIVENS.— That  may  be  s( 
the  estimation  of  some  honorable  senat< 

Senator  Dobson. — And  in  the  estim: 
of  many  people  outside  also. 

Senator  GIVENS.— There  are  p« 
who  do  not  like  to  hear  the  truth  spt 
But  it  is  time  we  had  the  truth.  In  the 
by  the  course  of  legislation  introduce 
this  and  almost  every  other  civilized  S 
the  interests  of  the  vast  majority  ha^'e 
sacrified  to  the  interests  of  a  mise 
minority.  The  Senate  was  unanimoi 
supporting  the  proposal  to  grant  I 
marks  to  individuals  or  firms,  in  ord< 
protect  them  in  the  fullest  possible  ei 
ment  of  exclusive  rights,  as  against 
tical  and  unscrupulous  individuals, 
when  we  ask  that  the  workmen  shall 
exactly  the  same  rights,  and  be  entitit 
use  a  distinctive  mark  lowing  that  ar 
have  been  produced  under  certain  o 
tions,  there  is  immediately  a  thunder: 
of  opposition  raised  by  mc  very  men 
were  most  enthusiastic  in  extending  the 
taction  to  the  private  manufacturer  or 
chant. 

Senator  Dobson. — That  is  grossly  w; 
Is  this  the  sort  of  stuff  that  the  hone 
senntor  talks  in  Queensland?  If  it  v. 
wonder  that  he  was  at  or  near  the  to 
tha  poll. 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  qoeslio' 
whether  I  am  speaking  the  truth  or 
It  is  within  the  knowledge  of  every  hi 
able  senator  and  other  person  whoj 
followed  this  debate,  that  my  stater^ 
are  absolutely  correct,  and  cannot  he 
nied  by  any  one  who  has  any  regard 
the  truth.  j 

Senator  Dobson. — The  hcmorable  i 
tor  has  heard  some  of  us  deny  them,  | 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  honorable 
learned  senator  will  have  to  take  th' 
sponsibilitv  for  the  denial.  The  whole 
pose  of  this  Bill  is^  allow,  any  pe 
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oration  to  register  a  certain 
>  denote  that  the  goods  to 
ipplied  were  put  up  by  iu 
form.  That  trade  mark  be- 
Jusive  property,  and  cannot 
i  its  owner  must  be  protected 
1  enjoyment  of  all  the  advan- 
from  its  possession.  It  only 
::t  that  the  goods  axe  of  a  cer- 

iT. — It  does  not  do  anything 
It  cannot  do  so. 
V^ENS. — A  firm  has  a  repu- 
:ting  up  goods  of  a  certain 
itractcr,  and  the  trade  mark 
he  goods  have  been  put  up 
and  possess  the  quality  for 
L  reputation. 

JSON. — No;  it  designates  that 

the  products  of  the  labour 
s  of  the  trade  unicm. 
VENS.— The  firm  relies  on 
3  command  a  market,  other- 
x>t  put  a  trade  mark  on  them, 
ssociations  of  men  which  have 
For  the  purpose  of  trying  to 

and  honest  conditions  for 
vho  produce  any  description 
ill  have  the  right  to  register 
1  shall  denote  the  kind  of 
X}nditions  under  vhich  the 
iroduced.  That  is  just  as 
able  a  demand  as  that  which 
e  on  behalf  of  the  manufac- 
ty  should  be  protected  in  the 
listinctive  trade  marks.  Why 
fference  be  drawn  between  the 
Must  all  our  consideration  be 
nan  who  is  in  a  good  position 
ore,  better  able  to  safeguard 

than  a  humble  individual? 

fair  all  round.  It  has  been 
Senators  Fraser,  Drake,  and 
e  trade  union  mark  might  be 
t  of  guarantee  of  the  quality 

whereas  the  definition  which 
ived  by  Senator  Pearce  goes 
it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
;  goods  

a  mark  "  means  a  distinctive  mark 
ted  by  A  trade  union  for  the  pur- 
atiDg  the  products  of  the  labour 
I  thereof. 

OBSON. — What  has  labour  to 
marks  ?  Nothing  whatever. 
VENS. — From  Senator  Dob- 
le  same  old  argument.  "  What 
r  about  the  workers.  Let  us 
e  interests  of  the  big  manu- 


Senator  Dobson. — That  is  a  most  unfair 
comment.  Labour  has  nothing  to  do  vitb 
a  trade  mark. 

Senator  GIVENS.— It  will  have  if  we 
can  get  our  way,  and  we  intend  to  make  a 
hard  fight.  I  hold  the  view  that  labour 
is  entitled  to  all  the  protection  which  can 
be  afforded  to  it,  just  as  the  manufacturers 
are.  This  is  one  means  by  which  we  can 
afford  labour  that  protection  to  which  it  is 
justly  entitled.  It  has  been  argued  that 
this  series  of  amendments  is  entir^y  foreign 
to  the  Bill,  that  even,  although  it  might  be 
desirable  to  have  such  provisions  on  the 
statute-book,  yet  they  should  be  embodied 
in  another  Bill.  I  fail  to  see  th^  necessity 
for  placing  these  provisions  in  another  Bill 
simply  because  a  trade  union  mark  is  not 
«i  all  fours  with  a  trade  inark.  According 
to  the  Bill,  a  trade  mark  denotes  that  cer- 
tain goods  have  been  manufactured  or  put 
up  by  a  person,  or  firm,  or  corporation. 
That  is  quite  right.  All  we  ask  on  behalf 
of  the  workmen  is  that  they  shall  be  en- 
titled to  register  a  trade  mark  which  shall 
denote  that  the  goods  manufactured  by  them 
have  been  made  under  trade  union  condi- 
tions. If  the  people  are  tirad  and  sick  of 
trade  unions  it  will  be  a  great  loss  to  a 
trade  union  to  have  a  trade  mark,  because 
the  people  will  fight  shy  of  any  goods  so 
marked.  If,  however,  the  vast  majority  of 
the  people,  even  those  who  are  not  trade 
unionists,  sympathize  with  the  aspirations 
of  labour,  and  prefer  goods  which  have 
been  produced  under  trade  union  conditiais, 
the  trade  mark  will  be  a  very  valuable  factor 
indeed.  It  will  wrong  no  one,  nor  will  it 
throw  a  slur  upon  any  one ;  it  will  merely 
record  a  solid  fact.  Is  it  not  reasonable 
that  trade  unionists  should  be  allowed  to 
say  that  their  goods  have  been  produced 
under  trade  unions  conditions?  It  has 
been  argued  by  Senator  Fraser  and  others 
that  a  great  deal  of  injury  might  be  done 
by  the  refusal  of  a  trade  union  to  allow 
a  manufacturer  to  use  its  trade  mark ;  and 
that  that  course  migHt  be  taken,  even  though 
the  manufacturer  was  producing  his  goods 
under  trade  union  conditions  and  employ- 
ing trade  unionists.  Could  anything  be 
more  unlikely  to  occur  than  that? 

Senator  Eraser. — Can  it  occur? 

Senator  GIVENS. — It  would  be  abso- 
lutely suicidal  for  a  trade  union  to  adopt 
that  policy. 

Senator  Fraser. — If  it  can  occur,  it  is 
wrong  to  gire  the    power    to    the  trade 
I  union. 
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Senator  G I  YENS.— Directly  a  trade 
unicsi  refused  to  give  a  manufacturer  the 
right  to  use  its  distinctive  trade  union 
mark,  he  would  immediately  say,  "  I  shall 
sack  every  one  of  your  members  whom  I 
employ."  What  advantage  would  it  be  to 
him  to  employ  trade  unionists,  if  the 
trade  union  were  so  asinine  as  to  refuse 
to  allow  him  to  use  its  trade  union  mark? 
Inunediately  his  request  was  refused,  every 
member  of  the  trade  union  would  be 
sacked,  or  at  any  rate,  the  manufacturer 
would  have  that  remedy  in  his  hands;  and, 
furthermore,  he  oould  advertise  from  one 
end  of  the  country  to  the  other  the  fact 
that,  although  he  was  employing  trade 
union  labour,  and  complying  with  every 
demand  of  their  trade  union,  they  were 
so  unjust  as  to  refuse  to  allow  him  to  use 
their  trade  union  mark.  By  taking  that 
course  he  would  effectually  damn  that 
trade  unicm,  and  advertise  his  goods  in  a 
manner  which  a  trade  union  mark  would 
not  do.  It  is  idle  to  go  out  of  our  way  to 
imagine  difficulties  which  could  hardly 
occur  in  practical  experience,  and  which, 
if  they  did  occur,  would  provide  the  manu- 
facturer with  *  more  effective  remedy  than 
we  could  devise.  Senator  Fraser  also 
urged  that  a  trade  union  mark  might  be 
used  for  the  purpose  of  pressure.  I  do 
not  know  how  it  could  be  used  in  that 
way.  It  could  exercise  no  coercion  over 
the  public.  I  am  not  quite  sure  that  the 
honorable  senator  used  the  argument  in 
that  connexion,  but  that  is  what  I  under- 
stood. 

Senator  Fraser. — That  is  not  the  c»n- 
nexion  in  which  I  used  the  word  "  pres- 
sure." What  I  meant  was  that  a  manu- 
facturer employing  similar  labour  under 
similar  conditions  might  be  refused  the 
right. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Take  the  case  of 
goods  bearing  a  trade  union  mark.  No  pres- 
sure would  be  brought  to  bear  on 
the  public  to  buy  those  goods.  They 
would  be  absolutely  free  to  buy  goods 
bearing  a  trade  union  mark,  or  not  to  buy 
them,  as  they  pleased.  If  they  preferred 
goods  bearing  the  trade  union  mark,  they 
would  undoubtedly  purchase  them.  But 
if  they  did  not  like  the  mark  thej  would 
buy  others.  Senator  Eraser's  point,  that 
the  use  of  a  trade  union  mark  may  bring 
pressure  to  bear  upon  an  employer 
who  is  employing  ncxi-union  men  under  fair 
conditions,  is  beside  the  question,  because 
if  the  manufacturer  found  that  the  use  of 


the  mark  was  an  advantage  he  would 
ply  have  to  induce  his  men  to  join  the  ut 
and  use  the  mark  himself.    Y/e.  havf 
analogy    in   Victwia,    which  State 
I    believe,    led   the   way   in  I^isl: 
of    this    character.     I     rrn  not 
quainted  with  the  details  of  the  View 
Factories  Acts,  but  I  imderstand  ths 
involves  distinctive  marks  being  put  t 
certain  goods  which  are  manufacture: 
Chinese.      Chinese  goods  are  notorif 
made  by  cheap  labour  under  absolute  si 
ing  conditions,  against  which  fairlv 
labour,  employed  under  decent  rondiii 
cannot  hope  to  compete  successful!}, 
cording  to  the  Victorian  law  those  g 
have  to  be  defiiutely  marked  as  being  m 
factured  by  Chinese.   We  propose  in  i 
clauses  to  follow  that  example.  an< 
insure,  as  far  as      possibly  can,  that  g 
manufactured  under  fair  and  proper 
diti(His  shall  bear  upon  the  face  of  th{ 
mark  signifying  to  the  general  public 
they  have  been  manufactured  under  i 
conditions.    That  is  an  eminently  fair 
position.   If  the  public  in  any  part  of  . 
tralia  choose  to  buy  Chinese  made  fumi 
there  is  nothing  to  prevent  them  doind 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  many  people  in 
t<M:ia,  in  buying  furniture,  notwithstan 
the  excellent  intentkxis  of  the  Virtt 
law,  often  have  Chinese  furniture  pa] 
off  on  them,  although  they  object  to  Ui 
One  argument  that  has  been  used  ag, 
the  clauses  is,  that  in  Victoria,  where  I 
are  Wages  Boards  and  Factories  Acts, 
not  necessary  to  have  an  enactment  j 
viding  for  trade  union  marks.    But  ni 
not  legislating  merely  for  Victorix 
are  legislating  for  the  whole  CboiTnonwi? 
The  fact  that  particular  legislation  m:^\ 
be  necessary  in  one  portion  of  the  ( 
monwealth  is  no  argument  against  rvt  ] 
ing    a    law    whidi    may      be  ur^ 
necessary  in  other  porti(Hi8  of  Austi 
Again,  although  Wages  Boards  and 
tories  Acts  may  insure  fair  condition 
Victoria,  it,  nevertheless,  is  necessat 
have  trade  union  marks  in  this  State; 
cause,  although  the  goods  may  be 
factured  in  Victoria  under  fair  condil 
of  which  trade  unions  mav  a.ppro\-d 
they  come  into  competition  with  gootlsi 
duced  in  other  places  where  fair  cc«iiS 
do  not  prevail.     It  is,  thnefore.  n 
sary  to  have  distinctive  marks  to 
persons,  when  buying  goods,    to  | 
whether  they  have  been  manufactiu-ed 
der  fair  conditions  or  not    For  my! 
part  I  am  actuated  by  a  desire  to  givd 
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anufacturers  as  well  as  to 
Therefore,  I  shall  be  very 
to  see  the  clauses  proposed 
arce  embodied  in  the  Bill, 
they  will  carry  out  the  very 
Me  that  he  has  in  view. 
KEEFE  (Tasmania).— I 
riedge  at  once  that  I  am 

a  certain  amount  of  diffi- 
porting    Senator  Pearce's 

of  the  legal  members  of 
lave  expressed  a  doubt  as  to 
auses  can  be  properly  in- 
ill.    I  hope  that  that  doubt 

by  some  of  the  legal  sena- 
allow  me.  The  main  ques- 
3  be  an  extremely  simple 
into  a  shop  to  purchase  an 

right  that  I  should  be  able 
er  it  was  produced  under 
x>nditions  and  by  union 
desire  it? 

CE. — ^That  can  be  secured 
dulent  Trade  Marks  Bill. 
EEFE. — But  that  Bill  has 
,  and  there  is  no  provision 
it. 

LE. — I  think  there  is. 
2EFE.— I  bow  to  the  hon- 
med  senator's  legal  know- 
j  not  remember  any  clause 
ich  would  attain  the  object 
,n  view  in  so  specific  a  man- 
e  clauses  proposed  by  Sena- 

RAKE. — The  definition  of 
on "  in  clause  3  would 
object. 

EEFE.— It  does  not  mat- 
:  object  is  accomplished  by 
Fraudulent  Trade  Marks 
ide  Marks  Bill,  so  long  as 
enactment   for  the  benefit 
;lieve  in  trade  unions.  The 
unions  secure  the  right  to 
larks  would  not  necessarily 
person  would  be  coerced  to 
e  under  trade  union  condi- 
number  of  people  do  not 
g  unions.    A  large  number 
hem.    But  the  whole  ques- 
people  desire  to  encourage 
,  they  should  have  an  op- 
they  buy  an  article  of  fur- 
whether  it  was  made  imder 
nditions  or  not.  Senator 
^  to  Tasmania,  and  his  re- 
State  which  I    have  the 
!sent,  constitutes  my  princi- 


pal reason  for  taking  part  in  the  debate. 
I  am  very  sorry  to  have  to  admit  that  in 
the  State  of  Tasmania  there  are  very  few 
trade  unions.  Indeed,  apart  from  the 
miners'  unions,  we  have  none  in  the  ordin- 
ary acceptation  of  the  term.  But  I  should 
like  Senator  Mulcahy  to  point  out  how 
any  great  injury  would  be  done  to  manufac- 
turers in  Tasmania  if  this  provision  were 
inserted  in  the  Bill.  In  the  first  place,  we 
have  very  few  factories  in  Tasmania. 

Senator  Fbaseb. — There  are  very  im- 
portant ones,  though. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— I  admit  that  the 
few  manufactures  that  we  have  are  very 
important,  especially  in  regard  to  the  fruit 
and  jam-making  industry. 

Senator  Fraser. — There  is  also  the  wool- 
len industry,  which  will  become  more  and 
more  important. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Senator  Fraser 
cannot  know  much  about  the  woollen  in- 
dustry in  Tasmania,  or  he  would  be  aware 
that  it  employs  very  few  hands.  But  that 
argument  is  rather  in  favour  of  the  inser- 
tion of  such  clauses  as  these.  Senator 
Mulcahy  referred  to  the  clauses  as  anti- 
Federal.  If  we  are  to  look  at  this  matter 
in  a  Federal  spirit,  would  Senator  Mul- 
cahy say  that  goods  manufactured  in  Tas- 
mania, where  there  are  no  Factories  Acts, 
should  be  allowed  to  come  into  competition 
with  goods  manufactured  in  Victoria,  where 
there  is  beneficent  factories  legislation? 
As  a  representative  of  Tasmania,  I  say  at 
once  that  that  is  not  fair,  and  I  am  sur- 
prised that  my  colleague  should  have  said 
that  it  is  un-FederaJ  to  insert  these  provi- 
sions because  there  are  no  trade  unions 
in  Tasmania.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
un-Federal  aspect  of  the  question  is 
on  the  part  of  Tasmania.  I  am  hopeful 
—indeed  I  am  fairly  certain — that  it  will 
not  be  long  before  we  have  trade  unions 
in  Tasmania.  The  enormous  advantages 
we  have  in  respect  to  our  water  supply, 
which  is  unequalled  in  any  part  of  Aus- 
tralia, are  such  that  it  may  not  be  very 
long  before  we  have  large  factories  worked 
by  the  cheapest  of  all  power — electric 
power.  Trade  unions  will  soon  follow 
the  establishment  of  industries.  It  has 
often  been  said  that  certain  manufacturers 
in  this  State  have  removed  their  business 
to  Tasmania  in  order  to  escape  from  fac- 
tories legislation.  The  brush  manufacturers 
have  been  mentioned  in  that  connexion. 
I  do  not  think  that  there  are  many  opera- 
tives in  the  Tasmania  brush  trade.    It  is 

Digitized  by 


Googi 


42  lo  Trade  Marks  [SENATE.] 


BiU, 


a  small  industry.    But  if  the  manufacturers 
removed  their  business  from  Victoria  to 
Tasmania  in  order  to  escape  frcKn  factories  I 
]egislati<»i,  it  is  a  thing  which  ^Kwld  not  j 
be  countenanced  by  any  means:   To  use 
the  argument  that  these  clauses  are  un- 
Federal,  because  they  would  injure  Tas- 
mania, is  to  countenance  the  actksi  of  Tic-  j 
toriari   manufacturers  who   remove  their 
business  to  Tasmania  in  order  to  escape  from 
factories  legislation,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
there  are  very  few  hands  engaged  in  manu- 
facturing industries  in  Taanania,  if  we 
except  those  engaged  in  the  {neserving  and 
jam-making  industries. 

Senator  de  Lakgie. — Is  there  a  brand 
put  on  Tasmanian  jams? 

Senator      O'KEEFE.— Undoubtedly ; 
and  as  a  result  Tasmanian  jams  bring  a  > 
better  price  than  do  jams  manufactured  in  - 
other  parts  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Senator  de  Lahgie. — ^Does  not  Senator 
Mulcahy  consider  that  an  un-iFederal  ac- ; 
tion? 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— It  would  be  a 
very  good  thing  for  the.  people  employed 
in  the  industry  if  we  had  trade  unions  in 
Tasmania,  able  to  put  a  trade  nnicai  mark 
On  the  jam  tins,  to  show  that  the  jam  had 
been  manufactured  under  trade  uniao  con* 
ditions. 

Senator  Playfobd. — I  do   not  believe 
there  would  be  any  more  of  the  jam  sold.  ; 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— The  difficulty 
raised  by  Senator  Mulcahy  could  be  very 
quickly  got  over  if  these  provisions  were 
adopted,  with  a  result  also  that  many  in- 
justices would  be  removed.  The  Tas- 
manian manufacturers  would  tmly  have  to 
say  to  their  employes,  "  We  wish  you  to 
form  trade  unions,  that  we  may  secure  the 
advantage  of  a  trade  imiwi  mark,  otherwise  ! 
the  products  of  our  factories,  upon  which 
your  wages  depend,  will  have  to  compete 
unfairly  with  the  products  of  factories  of 
the  mainland."  Can  honorable  senators 
say  that  the  employes  would  not  jump  at 
the  chance  of  forming  unions?  Speaking 
generally,  they  do  not  form  nniais  now,  in 
many  instances,  because,  as  in  other  States, 
they  are  afraid  of  their  employers.  I  sub- 
mit that  it  is  an  un-Federal  act  for  any 
one  State  in  the  Federation  to  allow 
manufacture  to  be  carried  on  within  it  with 
an  entire  absence  of  proper  conditions  as  to 
hours,  wages,  and  general  conditions  of 
labour,  and  then  to  claim  that  the  products 
of  those  manufactures  should  be  brought 
into  competitiim  with  the  products  of  fac- 


tories in  other  States  worked  undo:  dc 

oonditions. 

Senator  Frasek.— That  is  left  to 
States  to  decide. 

Senator  O'KEiEFE.— Where  such  1< 
laticm  comes  within  our  pnmnce  it  is 
us  to  decide ;  and  the  sooner  we  pa» 
legislation  as  this  die  sooner  shall  we  i 
pel  States,  which  have  not  taken  sndi  ac 
to  carry  factwy  legislatioa.  I  am  i 
this  argument  because  Senatcw  Mulcahy 
said  that  if  these  provisicMis  are  agree 
their  operaticm  may  be  prejudicial  to  tbi 
terests  of  manufacturers  in  Tasmania, 
will  not  be  able  to  brand  their  goods 
a  trade  union  mark  to  indicate  that 
have  been  manufactured  under  trade  t: 
conditions.  The  honorable  senator  has 
gested  that  pec^le  in  this  State  will 
buy  those  goods  because  they  will  not 
the  trade  union  mark  upon  them.  T 
may  be  stnnething  in  the  honoraUe  f 
tor^  argument,  but  I  pcant  out  that  it  i; 
State  which  refuses  to  legislate  in  the : 
directicm  as  the  other  States  of  the  < 
monwealth  that  di^lays  an  un-Fe 
spirit. 

Senator  Dobsok. — Does  the  honcM 
sMiator  contend  that  a  tracfe  union  ! 
could  be  osed  on  Jones'  jam  as  a  t 
mark? 

Senator  O'KEEFE.—Yes. 

Senator  Dobson. — Has  the  honoi 
senator  ever  heard  of  two  trade  mark 
the  same  goods?  If  a  man  has  a  t 
mark,  can  he  also  have  a  label  indie: 
the  conditions  under  which  the  goods 
made,  and  then  call  that  a  trade  mark  ? 
put  it  to  the  honorable  senator's  coo 
sense. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— I  have  seen 
trade  marks  on  certain  articles.  Ai 
stance  of  the  kind  was  quoted  in  the 
ate  some  time  aga     Honorable  sen 
will   recollect   that   we   were  told 
Nestles'  Milk  is  marked  "Nestles'  M 
and  in  a  different  ink  it  is  also  ici 
"  Rfade    for    export."     Senator  Dc 
speaks  of  common  sense,  and  I  pui 
his  common  sense  to  say  what  in  the  w 
there  is  to  prevent  a  seccxid ,  mark  1 
placed  as  a  label  on  Jwies'  jam? 
Senator  Dobson. — ^It  is  not  a  trade  m 
I  if  is  a  trade  union  label. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Very  well, 
not  wish  to  make  it  a  trade  mark. 

SenatOT  Dobson. — ^Then  it  does  not  * 
within  the  aeope  o£  ibis  Bill. 
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.EEFE.~We  wish  to  have 
iabel,  a  distinctive  mark 
licate  to  the  purchaser  that 
:  been  made  by  trade  union 
rade  union  conditions.  There 
unfair  in  that  if  we  have  the 
I  do  not  claim  to  be  a 
and  insist  that  we  have  the 
ire  have  it,  I  hope  we  shall 
ed. 

SON. — Suppose  the  label  was 
the  Factories  Act  of  Vic- 
lany  trade  uniwis  would  be 
label? 

RCE. — Very  nearly  all. 
isoN. — A  hundred  of  them, 
ble  senators  wish  to  call  that 

EEFE. — I  do  not  desire  to 
nark. 

SON. — Then,  we  cannot  have 

EEFE.—I  think  that  Sena- 
ntircly  justified  in  trying  to 
'isions  inserted  in  the  Bill. 
isoN. — We  could  not  have  a 
each  having  the  same  trade 

lEEFE.— We  could  have  a 
branding  their  goods  "  Made 
icHi  conditions."  I  am  afraid 
1  is  using  quibbles,  which  he 
not  much  in.  Does  the  hon- 
ned  senator  say  there  is  any- 
e  in  a  trade  union  registering 
mark,  and  having  that  mark 
ds,  in  additicm  to  any  other 

BSON, — I  say  that  it  would 
mark. 

:EEFE. — Mv  reply  is  that 
e  that  it  should  be  a  trade 
e  to  have  a  distinctive  mark 
goods  have  been  made  under 
ns  of  labour.  It  does  not 
whether  Senator  Dobson  be- 
unions  or  not. 

SON. — I  have  said  a  hundred 
I  believe  in  them. 
:EEFE.— If  the  honorable 
;nator  does  believe  in  trade 
understand  that'  in  purrhas- 
4e  would  like  to  give  prefer- 
ide  under  trade  union  cond-i- 

ISON. — Certainly. 
lEEFE. — ^Then.  has  not  the 
learned  senator  a  right  to 
:an  get  that  article ;  and  by 


what  simpler  method  could  he  be  given  the 
informatiwi  than  that  which  is  now  pro- 
posed? 

Senator  Dobson. — But  we  have  not  the 
power  to  do  this. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— The  honorable 
senator  goes  back  to  the  legal  quesdon 
again,  and  I  have  admitted  that  I  am  not 
arguing  the  legal  question.  The  questi(»i 
is  whether  an  intending  purchaser  should 
be  able  to  find  out  in  the  simplest  possible 
way  whether  the  goods  he  proposes  to  pur- 
chase have  been  made  imder  trade  union 
conditions.  If  he  is  against  trade  unionism 
he  will  look  for  an  article  that  is  not  so 
branded ;  but  if  he  is  in  favour  of  trade 
unionism  he  should  be  placed  in  a  positim, 
when  purchasing  goods,  to  know  those  which 
have  been  made  under  trade  ilnion  condi- 
tions. That  would  do  no  injustice  to  any 
one,  and  I  think  the  Committee  will  do 
right  in  accepting  the  new  clauses  proposed 
by  Senator  Pearce. 

Senator  CROFT  (Western  Australia).— 
I  desire  to  support  the  proposals  submitted 
by  Senator  Pearce,  and  I  shall  not  occupy 
the  time  of  the  Committee  for  Iwig,  be- 
cause much  that  I  would  have  said  has  al- 
ready been  said  by  other  honorable  senators. 
For  instance,  I  believe  in  a  lot  of  the 
"stuff"  which  has  emanated  from  Senator 
Givens.  I  may  remind  the  honorable  and 
learned  senator  who  characterized  it  as 
"stuff."  that  it  is  more  acceptable  to  the 
peoole  of  Australia  than  is  die  high-class 
politics  and  logic  of  that  honorable  and 
learned  senator. 

Senator  Dobson. — I  do  not  think  the 
honorable  senator  quite  knows  what  I  char- 
acterized as  "stuff." 

Senator  CROFT.  —  Senator  Dobson, 
speaking  to  Senator  Givens,  said,  "  Do  you 
give  them  that  stuff  in  Queensland?" 

Senator  Dobson. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  recollect  what  Senator  Givens  was 
saying  at  the  time? 

Senator  CROFT.— I  know  the  sense  of 
what  the  honorable  senator  said,  and  I 
agree  with  him.  I  speak  as  one  who  knows 
exactly  how  unions  use  their  label  or  trade 
mark  in  Western  Australia,  I  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Western  Australian  Operative 
Bootmakers'  Union,  the  trustees  of  which 
have  registered  a  trade  mark  on  behalf  of 
the  union.  The  mark  consists  of  a  design  of 
clasped  hands,  and  the  words  "  Made  by 
trade  union  labour."  The  union  allowed 
employers  in  the  boot  trade  who  employed 
trade  unionists  to  use  their  stamp,  and, 
instead  of  trying  to  prevent  a  manufacturer 
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from  securing  the  use  of  the  stamp,  our 
main  object — and  I  was  a  member  of 
the  executive  at  the  time — was  to  get  as 
many  manufacturers  as  possible  to  use  it. 
Obviously  it  was  an  advertisement  for  our 
Union,  and  a  means  of  organizing.  After 
four  years'  experience  in  the  union  I  think 
1  can  say  that  we  allowed  any  employer 
who  employed  union  labour  to  use  our 
trade  mark.  Senator  Mulcahy  has  said  that 
these  provisions  might  injure  Tasmanian  in- 
dustries, because  there  are  no  trade  unions 
in  Tasmania,  and  goods  coming  from  that 
State  to  Victoria  would  not  bear  a  trade 
union  brand.  There  cannot  be  many 
classes  of  goods  manufactured  in  Tas- 
mania, or  else  Senator  Mulcahy  cannot  be 
as  patriotic  as  he  claims  to  be,  when  he 
tells  the  Committee  that  he  has  during  the 
last  twenty-five  years  been  purchasing 
goods  made  in  Victoria.  I  think  we 
can  fairly  assume  that  if  a  trade  imitMi 
brand  was  stamped  upon  boots  made  in 
Victoria,  and  not  upon  boots  made  in  Tas- 
mania, Senator  Fraser  would  always  pur- 
chase Tasmanian  boots. 

Senator  Fraser. — I  do  not  ask  where 
they  come  from.  I  buy  a  lot  of  Tas- 
manian blankets,  and  I  have  found  them 
to  be  very  good. 

Senator  CROFT. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor said  a  good  deal  about  coercion,  but 
what  coercion  could  be  used,  and 
who  would  use  it,  I  am  at  a 
los<;  to  understand.  I  cannot  imagine 
bv  what  means  coercion  could  be  used. 
The  only  advantage  I  can  see  is  that  manu- 
facturers, by  using  this  stamp,  will  encour- 
age people  to  purchase  their  goods,  and 
thus  hei[)  to  popularize  the  latter.  I  be- 
lieve the  average  citizen  will  purchase,  an.I 
even  give  a  higher  price  for  goods  manu- 
factured under  proper  conditions.  I  hope 
and  believe  that  this  and  the  subsequent 
clauses  will  be  carried.  I  ask  legal  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  not  to  urge,  as  an  argu- 
ment, that  .«iuch  legislation  has  not  hitherto 
been  enacted,  but  to  assist  us  in  showing 
how,  in  accordance  with  the  wish  of  the 
majority,  provisions  of  the  kind  may  be 
enacted  and  enforced. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria).— I  veiy  much 
regret  -ind  deprecate  the  tone  which  has 
been  assumed  in  this  debate  by  Senator 
Givens.  I  have  the  greatest  respect  for 
the  opinions  of  that  honorable  senator;  but 
when  he  launches  out  at  other  senators, 
who  are  guilty  of  the  audacitv  of  differing 
from  him.  and  charges  them  with  legis 
Inting  in  the  interests  of  the  wealthy  mer- 


chant, and  disregarding  the  intt 

the  workmen  

Senator  Givens. — It  was  only  t 

lent. 

.Senator  BEST.— When  Senato 
takes  that  line,  he  is,  at  least,  do 
self  a  serious  injustice.  Certain! 
titude  and  his  remarks  are  not  m 
with  the  best  traditions  of  debate 
Chamber.  I  can  assure  the  1 
senator  that  there  are  those  who 
differ  from  him,  but  who  are 
honest,  and  equally  anxious  with  h 
conserve  the  best  and  the  highest 
of  the  workers. 

Senator  Givens. — Then,  all  I 
is,  that  those  honorable  senators 
very  peculiar  way  of  showing 
gard. 

Senator  BEST.— If  the  honora 
tor,  in  his  immaculate  attitude, 
that  there  is  only  one  way  of  ar 
that  end,  and  that  that  way  is 
himself,  I  must  concede  his  argun 
there  are  those  of  us  who  have, 
done  something  practical  in  the  b 
ests  of  the  community,  in  the  enac 
humane  legislation,  as  witness  the 
Act  of  Victoria,  which  he  himseli 
and  which  I  had  the  honour  to 
passing.    Yet,  forsooth,  because 
see  exactly  with  the  honorable  sena 
to  be  most  unworthily  charged  wi 
gard  for  a  section  of  the  commur 
with  being  so  callous  in  the  dischar 
duty,  as  simply  to  represent  classes 
masses.      To  speak   frankly,  I 
the  honorable  senator  that,  in  mv  j' 
at  all  events,  the  proposals  befort 
not  prove  of  the  value  which  he 
estimates. 

Senator  Guthrie. — Union  mark 
value  without  registration. 

Senator  BEST.~If  such  mark 
value  without  registration,  that  v 
not  been  demonstrated,  at  least  in 
Of  course  Victoria  is  only  a  limitec 
of  Australia,  but  if  there  is  any  ' 
tnched  to  such  marks,  there  is  ik 
prevent  any  member  of  a  trade  u 
the  owner  of  any  factory  workix 
trade  union  conditions,  branding  al 
as  manufactured  under  those  con 

Senator  Guthrie. — But  the  marl 
pirated,  and  the  honorable  and  lean 
tor  refuses  to  afford  protection. 

Senator  B  E  ST.— Persons  whc 
such  marks  are  selling  their  gooc 
misrepresentation.  By  common  ! 
also  under  the  terms  of  the  Fr 
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LCt,  no  man  is  at  liberty  to 
ade  description  to  his  goods. 
*CE. — Who  is  to  be  the 
a  man  not  say  that,  in  his 
mditions  under  which  he 
ere  fair? 

r. — The  Court  must  be  the 
e  are  certain  men  prepared 
This  legislation  can  be  of 
events  in  New  Soutli  Wales 
lere  the  very  first  considera- 
len  to  the  conditions  of  pro- 

rHRiE.  —  Only  in  somt 
>ur. 

T.— In  New  South  Wales 
1  is  at  liberty  to  go  to  the 
It  and  have  the  conditions 
d,  while  in  Victoria  all  the 
lave  already  availed  them- 
'ages  Boards.  By  the  Act, 
Lges  Boards  are  established, 
ve  not  yet  taken  advantage 
Is.  may,  by  a  resolution  of 

the  State  Parliament,  come 
sdiction.  These  clauses,  as 
;  of  no  avail  in  New  South 
ia,  where  already  the  high- 
arantee  has  been  given  for 
)f  the  workers. 
RCE. — Does  the  honorable 
imber  not  see  that  goods 
nder  unfair  conditions  may 
r  States,  and  that  no  oppor- 

to  the  consumer  to  distin- 

T. — I  f  the  proposals  of 
would,  as  he  desires,  guar- 
iblic  that  goods  have  been 
ider  fair  conditions,  I  should 
ssing  them.  The  honorable 
ed  time  after  time  that  the 
auses  is  to  give  some  guar- 
goods  are  made  under  the 
esires;  but  that  object  can- 
out  by  the  means  he  pro- 
use  says  that  a  trade  union 
distinct  mark  or  device 
ade  union  "  for  the  purpose 
the  products  of  the  labour 
i  thereof."  Yet  the  honor- 
ces  it  within  the  power  of  a 
ly  represent  a  minority,  to 
J'  a  limited  number  of  trade 
lave  the  advantage  of  a  par- 

soN. — Not  at  all ! 
NDERSON. — Why    '*  limited 


Senator  BEST.— It  is  competent  for  the 
executive  of  a  trade  union  to  say  who  shall 
have  the  use  of  a  mark. 

Senator  Henderson. — Not  a  bit  of  it ! 

Senator  Dawson. — Does  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  understand  anything 
about  trade  unions  ? 

Senator  BEST. — I  am  only  reading  the 
words  of  the  clause  proposed  by  Senator 
Pearce. 

Senator  Henderson. — ^The  honorable 
and  learned  member  is  reading  between  the 
lines ;  hundreds  of  unions  may  be  affected. 

Senator  BEST. — In  legislating  we  have 
to  look  at  what  is  possible,  to  say  nothing 
of  what  is  probable ;  and,  under  these 
clauses,  it  would  be  perfectly  possible,  in 
certain  circumstances,  for  the  executive  of  a 
union  to  confine  the  use  of  a  trade  mark  to , 
certain  traders  in  the  community. 

Senator  de  Largie. — It  is  possible  that 
this  building  may  fall  in. 

Senator  BEST. — Under  the  clauses,  as 
printed,  it  would  be  quite  competent  for 
the  utmost  tyranny  to  be  exercised.  Then 
we  must  not  forget  that  there  are  men  who, 
for  various  reasons,  which  I  need  not  de- 
tail, do  not  deem  it  necessarry  to  join  trade 
unions,  but  who,  in  their  employment,  may 
enjoy  exactly  the  same  conditions  as  are 
enjoyed  by  trade  unionists.  Yet,  by  rea- 
son of  the  fact  that  a  trade  union  is  able 
to  authorize  the  application  of  some  particu- 
lar mark,  the  necessary  inference  is  that 
goods  which  do  not  bear  that  mark  are  made 
under  unfair  conditions.  In  some  cases 
that  inference  might  be  true,  but  in  other 
cases  it  might  be  grossly  untrue. 

Senator  McGregor. — Does  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  not  admit  that  if  it 
had  not  been  for  trade  unions  those  nwi- 
unionists  would  never  have  enjoyed  fair  Cbn- 
d  it  ions  ? 

Senator  BEST. — No  one  has  a  higher 
admiration  for  trade  unions  than  I  have ; 
and  so  long  as  they  confine  themselves  to 
their  legitimate  functions,  they  are  capable 
of  doing  enormous  good,  and  shall  have 
every  encouragement,  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned. I  have  no  feeling  in  this  matter, 
but  simply  want  to  show  the  view  which  I 
take.  If  Senator  Pearce's  object  is  to  give 
a  guarantee  to  the  public  that  the  goods 
they  purchase  are  made  under  fair  condi- 
tions, he  does  not  carry  out  that  object  by 
these  proposals.  If  the  honorable  senator 
would  permit  a  trade  unionist,  or  any  body 
of  trade  unionists,  to  go  to  the  executive 
of  a  union,  and  demand  as  a  right  the 
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liberty  to  use  a  particular  mark,  that  would 
be  an  advance.  But,  further,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  if  another  factory  ia  working 
under  unioi  or  fair  oonditiona,  it  should 

be  competent  for  the  proprietor  of  that 
factory,  or  the  workers,  to  obtain  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  union  mark. 

Senator  Givens. — If  workers  are  united, 
they  are  a  union  by  that  mere  fact. 

Senator  BEST.— That  may,  or  may  not 
be  sa 

SenatOT  Hendebson. — Let  such  people 
have  their  own  non-imi(m  mark. 

Senator  BEST.— Such  a  mark  might  be 
called  a  non-union  mark  if  the  honorable 
senator  so  desires. 

Senator  Gxtthrie. — Call  it  a  "  blackleg  " 
mark. 

Senator  BEST.—It  would  be  unfair  to 
'  use  the  word  "  blackleg,"  because  noQ* 
unionists  may  be  as  honest  as  unionists. 

Senator  McGregor. — They  cannot  be. 

Senator  BEST. — I  have  yet  to  learn  that 
honesty  is  confined  to  unicmists. 

Senator  McGkeggic. — I  shall  prove  it  to 
the  honorable  and  learned  senator. 

Senator  BEST. — The  honorable  senator 
is  undertaking  a  big  task.  I  am  making 
no  reflection  <m  either  unionists  or  non- 
unionists.  I  am  arguing  that  if  Senator 
Pearce's  object  is  to  give  the  public  a  gua- 
rantee that  goods  are  manufactured  under 
fair  conditions,  then,  unless  the  liberty  to 
use  the  mark  is  extended  to  all  who  manu- 
facture under  fair  conditions,  the  object  will 
not  be  attained,  but  that,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  may  be  established  a  S}-stem 
of  tyranny  which  we  ought  not  to  sanction. 

Senator  Givens. — How  does  the  Law- 
.  vers*  Union  treat  a  non-member  ? 

Senator  BEST. — In  the  interests  of  the 
public  an  unqualified  man  is  not  permitted 
to  piactise. 

Senator  McGbKGOr. — ^Tbis  is  exactly 
what  we  wish  to  provide  for  in  the  interest 
of  labour. 

Senator  BEST.— In  the  case  of  law, 
medicine,  and  dentbtiy,  it  is  open  to  any 
person  to  qualify  himself  for  practice. 

Senator  McGregor. — And  so  it  is  with 
a  non-unionist 

Senator  BEST. — It  has  been  remarked 
by  Senator  Givens  that  we  have  been  busily 
engaged  in  sanctioning  the  use  of  trade 
marks  by  wealthy  merchants  only.  But 
that  is  a  great  mistake  on  his  part. 

Senator  Givens. — By  the  merchant  only. 


Senator  BEST. — Any  individual  in 
oommunity  who  produces  goods  will  b 
titled  to  register  a  trade  mark. 

Soiator  GuTHSiB. — ^Why  not  give 
right  to  trade  unionists? 

Senator  BEST. — Every  trade  unioni 
the  community  who  prodxwes  an  article 
be  at  liberty  to  denominate  that  articl 
a  trade  mark  if  he  chooses  to  apply  for 
just  in  the  same  way  as  will  the  wealt 
merchant. 

Senator  Givens. — It  applies  to  onh 
man  who  puts  goods  on  the  market. 

Senator  BEST. — It  is  not  ccHifine 
any  class.  The  producer  of  any  g 
will  be  at  liberty  under  the  Bill  to 
them  denominated  by  a  trade  mark, 
incorrect  for  Senator  Givens  to  suggest 
the  merchant  has  his  trade  mark  stmpi; 
the  purpose  of  showing  the  quality  o: 
goods.  A  merchant  cannot  get  a  i 
mark  which  will  display  the  quality  o 
goods. 

Senator  Givens.  —  I  did  not  say 
What  I  said  was  that  if  a  merchant 
manufacturing  or  putting  up  any  goo( 
which  he  applied  a  trade  mark,  his  i 
tatk>n  would  be  sa£5cient  to  designate 
they  were  of  a  certain  qualitv. 

Senator  BEST.— I  would' draw  th< 
tention  of  the  honorable  senator  to  cl 
15,  which  reads —  1 

The  essential  particulsn  of  a  registrable 
mark  shall  be  one  or  more  of  Uk  followmg 
ticalars : —  j 
[a)  A  word  or  wordi  having  no  xeferen 
the  character  or  quality  of  the  sood 
not  being  a  geographical  name  u-l 
likely  to  be  understood  in  a  eeoj^a^ 
tense. 

Consequently  my  honorable  frieod  is  w 

in  his  apprehension  in  that  regard,  j 

Senator  McGbegor.  —  The  bona 
senator  used  the  word  "  quality  "  in  a 
ferent  sense- 
Senator  BEST.— I  do  not  know  the  1 
in  whidi  the  word  was  applied.  A  \ 
union  mark,  such  as  Senator  Pearoa 
poses  shall  be  granted,  will  not  indica 
any  way  the  quality  of  the  goods  to  1 
it  is  applied.  It  will  not  give  a  guai 
to  the  public  as  to  the  quality  of  the  f 
Senator  Fearce.  —  The  honcnrab^a 
learned  senator  will  admit  that  the  qi 
of  any  goods  is  determined  by  two  fni 
namely,  the  labour  and  the  maferi.i| 
ployed. 

Senator  BEST.— That  is  so.  But  1 
union  labour  may  or  may  not  be  gaod| 
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lie  any  degree  of  skill  or 

SON. — Does  it  not  ? 
T. — Necessarily  it  does  not 
gree  of  skill.  But  it  does 
ery  properly  indicate,  that 
been  made  under  fair  con- 
inator  Fearce  will  frame  his 

0  provide  for  the  issue  of  a 
rk,  which  will  indicate  that 
hich  it  is  applied  has  been 
X  conditions,  he  shall  have 
:  not  otherwise. 
•JDERSON  (Western  Aus- 
erienced  some  pleasure  in 
nator  Best,  when  he  dis- 
a  that  he  came  within  the 
>e  wbcxn  Senator  Givens  de- 
g  opposed  to  trade  unitm- 
hey    were   trade  unicxiists. 

1  was  somewhat  short-lived. 
0  believe  that  there  are  no 

to-day  who  would  oppose 
in  the  interests  of  trade 
se  they  are  such.  But  the 
;  has  been  hurled  at  the 
»ved  by  Senator  Pearce  ap- 
degree  to  emanate  fr<xn  a 
t  direction.  If  not,  the 
conveyed  to  several  of  us  a 
ession.  It  has  been  urged 
lat  something  may  be  done 
lists  to  injure  some  other 
ill  is  made  to  provide  that 
iploy  some  brand  or  mark 
rtain  goods  have  been  made 
labour.  I  do  not  appre- 
danger  can  possibly  arise 
source.  Trade  imionists, 
men,  are  engaged  in  work- 
hood.  Tbey  certainly  wish 
ihow  in  their  operations,  and 
re  they  in  that  respect  that 
■ed  to  indicate  to  every  per- 
ses  to  buy  an  article  which 
by  trade  unionists  that  such 
They  wish  to  make  their 
ir  that  they  are  prepared  to 
le  whole  public.  Any  one 
the  proposed  clauses  care- 
Ltisfied  that  they  do  not  bear 
istruction  that  Senator  Best 
place  upon  them,  when  he 
?  executive  of  a  trade  union 
itrol  of  a  particular  mark, 
being  used  by  a  number  of 
H'e  may  be  a  hundred 
mbexs  o?  which  may  all  be 
irticular  trades,  and  each 
ve  a  particular  mark  of  its 


own.  If  that  mark  is  placed  upon  the 
goods  which  trade  unionists  have  made, 
surely  no  injury  can  accrue  to  any  cme.  If 
fair  conditions  of  labour  prevail  amongst 
employers  who  employ  non -imionists,  they 
can  adopt  some  kind  of  non-unicm  mark, 
and  place  that  upon  their  goods.  They  can 
declare  to  the  world  that  the  goods  have 
been  made  by  ncm-union  labour,  if  they 
so  desire.  We  have  no  objection  to  any 
such  thing  being  done.  But  we  contend 
that  it  is  right  that  trade  unionists  should 
be  able  to  put  a  mark  upcm  goods  which 
they  make,  in  order  that  the  whole  world 
may  know  that  those  goods  have  be^  made 
under  union  conditions.  Persons  buying 
those  goods  will  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  they  have  been  made  under 
such  conditons  as  trade  unionists  usually 
seek  to  have  applied  to  their  calling.  A 
question  has  been  raised  as  to  whether 
this  is  the  correct  Bill  in  which  a  provision 
of  this  character  may,  with  propriety  and 
decorum,  be  inserted.  I  venture  to  say 
that  any  proposition  that  was  put  forward 
on  behalf  of  trade  unionists  would  have  to 
encounter  the  same  kind  of  opposition. 
Whatever  Bill  was  before  us,  a  doubt  would 
be  expressed  as  to  whether  anything  in  the 
interests  of  trade  unionists  could  be  inserted 
in  it.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  Commit- 
tee ^nll  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
Senator  Pearce's  amendments  will  not 
constitute  an  interference  with  people  who 
are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  goods 
by  giving  them  the  right  to  impress  upon 
those  goods  the  fact  that  they  were  manu- 
factured by  union  labour. 

Senator  DOBSON  (Tasmania).  —  I 
should  not  care  to  refer  to  the  remarks  of 
Senator  Givens  were  it  not  for  the  fact 
that  Senator  Henderson  and  Senator  Croft 
both  seem  to  have  misunderstood  me.  I 
understood  Senator  Givens — it  was  unin- 
tentional I  am  sure — to  impute  to  me  and 
to  others  that  we  were  very  anxious  to  pass 
legislation  to  help  the  rich  trader,  but  that 
we  would  not  extend  the  same  justice  to  the 
•working  man.  All  I  have  to  say  is  that  I 
hardly  think  my  honorable  friend  meant  it 
in  that  way.  If  he  did,  we  have  a  right 
to  repudiate  the  assertion.  We  are  all 
here  to  do  the  best  we  can  for  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  to  pass  legislation  which  is 
just  to  all  classes.  But  this  is  not  a 
question  of  morality  or  of  justice.  It 
is  purely  a  question  of  constitutional  law. 
It  is  purely  a  question  of  whether  we  can 
legally  incorporate  these  clauses  in  a  Trade 

Digitized  by 


41 16  Trade  Marks  [SENATE.] 


BiU. 


MarlE!>  Bill.  As  I  have  already  inti- 
mated to  the  Chairman,  I  intend  to  take 
his  ruling  upon  two  points — first  that  these 
clauses  are  outside  the  Constitution,  and 
that  we  have  no  power  whatever  to  pass 
them ;  and,  secondly,  I  intend  to  argue 
that  the  clauses  do  not  come  within  the  pur- 
view of  the  title  of  the  Bill.  I  contend  that 
the  marks  for  which  the  clauses  provide 
are  not  trade  marks,  but  are  really  trade 
union  labels.  It  is  sub-section  xviii.  of 
secticm  51  of  the  Constitution  which  gives 
us  power  to  deal  with  the  question  of  trade 
marks.  That  power  is  simply  conveyed  in 
the  two  words  "  trade  marks."  Unless  the 
symbols  referred  to  in  Senator  Pearce's 
clauses  are  trade  marks,  I  take  it  that  we 
have  no  power  with  regard  to  tham.  I  can 
find  no  other  provision  in  the  Constitution 
which  enables  us  to  deal  with  trade  marks, 
with  the  exception  of  that  which  I  have  just 
mentioned.  But  my  most  important  objec- 
tion to  the  clauses  arises  under  my  second 
heading — ^that  what  Senator  Pearce  pro- 
poses would  not  be  a  trade  mark  within 
the  purview  of  this  Bill,  and,  therefore,  can- 
not be  incwporated  in  it.  A  trade  mark,  as 
defined  in  these  clauses,  means — 

8  distinctive  mark  or  device  adopted  by  a  trade 
union  for  tbe  purpose  of  designating  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  labour  of  the  meiBbers  thereof. 

But  I  say,  roost  unhesitatingly,  that  that 
definition  cannot,  and  does  not,  apply  to  a 
trade  mark.  It  means  a  trade  union  label. 
A  trade  mark  is  defined  as — 
some  distinctive  thing  which  points  out  that  the 
goods  are  the  goods  of  A  B. 

Senator  Pearce. — Is  that  the  constitu- 
tional meaning? 

Senator  DOBSOX.— That  is  the  defini- 
tion given  in  Stroud's  Judicial  Dictionary. 
I  take  it  that  when  the  Constitution  and 
when  this  Bill  mentions  a  trade  mark  they 
mean  a  trade  mark  within  the  purview  of 
English  law  and  English  understanding. 
Any  person  who  adopts  a  trade  mark  has 
certain  common  law  rights  and  certain  sta 
tutory  rights.  When  the  Constitution  was 
framed,  the  term  trade  mark  was  used  in 
the  ordinary  legal  sense  which  we  all  under- 
stand. We  cannot,  by  altering  the  title  of 
a  Bill,  or  by  calling  a  mark  a  trade  union 
mark  when  it  is  only  a  trade  union  label, 
make  such  a  provision  come  within  the  pur- 
view of  the  Constitution  or  of  this  Bill. 
The  trade  union  mark  is  to  be  used — 

For  the  purpose  of  designating  the  products 
of  the  labour  of  the  members  thereof. 

What  have  we  to  do  with  labour? 
We     all     know     perfectly     well  that 


questi<His  affecting  labour,  indus 
ism,  Factories  Acts,  Wages  Bo 
and  arbitration — except  in  cases  1 
disputes  extend  from  (Mie  Stat) 
another — are  left  entirely  with  the  S 
Motions  have  been  submitted  in  an 
place  with  the  object  of  bringing  the  1 
industrial  life  of  the  Comm(»iwealth  u 
the  purview  of  the  Constitution.  But 
has  not  yet  been  done.  Yet  my  hone 
friends  opposite,  for  very  good  ajid  p: 
worthy  motives,  are  trying  to  introduce 
power  by  a  side-wind. 

Senator  Guthrie. — Na 

Senator  DOBSON.—The  object  i 
designate  the  products  of  certain  la 
The  people  working  in  the  D 
Hat  Mills  are  working  under  the 
torian  Factories  Act,  and  the  Vict 
Wages  Board  settles  the  wages  to  be  na 
them.  If  the  Denton  people  desired  ti 
upon  every  case  or  upcm  every  faat — ^no 
words  "  Hade  trader  fair  conditions,' 
cause  no  Registrar  with  any  sense  \t 
ever  allow  anybody  to  make  use  of  the 
*'  fair"  in  such  a  connexion — but  the  v 
"  Made  under  trade  union  laws,"  or  "  ] 
under  the  Factories  Act  of  Victoria,"'  11 
that  label  be  placed  on  every  hat  or  on  < 
case?  The  fatal  objection  to  the  pro; 
is  that  nowhere  in  the  Bill,  or  in  the 
visions  submitted,  is  there  any  povirer  to 
pel  the  Dmton  Hat  Factory  to  put  a  \ 
of  any  sort  whatever  on  the  goods  prod 
in  that  factory. 

Senator  Guthrie. — There  is  no  ccw 
sion  at  all ;  it  is  absolutely  voluntarv. 

Senator  DOBSON.  —  These  ptovj 
will  be  absolutely  useless  without  thati 
the  people  working  in  the  Denton  Hat  \ 
were  responsible  for  the  hats,  and  the^ 
the  goods  of  the  trade  union,  they  1 
have  their  label  j  but  the  workers' i.-! 
Denton  Hat  Mills  design,  shape,  and  ni 
facture  the  goods  exactly  as  they  are 
They  are  not  the  goods  of  a  trade  u 
or  of  the  men  who  make  them.  The 
who  make  them  may  be  at  work  in  the 
to-day,  and  may  be  dismissed  on  the 
lowing  day ;  and  I  say  that,  to  pnn-idel 
they  shcruld  have  a  trade  mark  in  ord 
designate  that  the  hats  are  made  bv  a 
ticular  class  of  men  is  labour  lef^isKi 
It  would  be  very  proper  legislat  i»  •] 
doubt,  but,  as  I  understand  it,  what  \\ 
sired  is  that  certain  goods  may  be  lab 
"  Made  under  trade  union  conditicais  ' 
that  other  goods  may  i»t  be  so  labelled 
seons  to  me  that  tracl^  unions  have  a 
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3  make  known  according  to  law 
it  certain  goods  have  been  made 
;  union  conditions,  but  we  can- 

for  that  in  this  Bill.  We  have 
le  law  three  things,  first  of  all, 
:s,  known  in  England  and  in 
sessions  since  we  have  had  con- 
Jovernment.  Then  we  have  mer- 
narks,    under    a  Merchandise 

but  no  one  can  contend  that  a 
de  in  Germany,"  or  "  Made  by 
bour,"  is  a  trade  mark.  It  is  a 
mark,  and  not  a  trade  mark, 
ave  a  third  class  in  trade  union 
lese  are  three  distinct  things,  two 
ire  creations  of  statutes,  whilst 
•k  is  a  creation  both  of  common 
itute.  I  contend  that  we  cannot 
these  matters,  as  is  proposed,  in 
Let  me  point  out  to  honorable 
w  conflicting  these  clauses  are, 
lea  of  a  trade  mark.  The  pro- 
clause  6gc  provides — 
lion  mark  shall  not  be  registered  if 
ially  identical  with  or  so  nearly  rc- 
;o  be  likely  to  deceive  a  registered 
ir  a  registered  trade  union  mark. 

irth  can  any  trade  union  mark 
'  deceive  ?  There  are  only  about 
n  such  labels,  for  I  cannot  call 
marks,  that  I  can  think  of  as 
IVe  might  have  a  label  to  the 
lese  goods  are  made  under  fair 
'  or  "  These  goods  are  made  un- 
tories  laws  of  Victoria,"  or  of 
State,  as  the  case  might  be.  We 
' '  These  goods  are  made  under 
conditions."  We  might  also  say 
1,  "  These  goods  are  made  un- 
ons  laid  down  by  the  Arbitra- 
"  I  have  indicated  four  pos- 
union  labels,  and  I  should  like 
how  many  other  trade  union 
d  be  suggested.  Yet  we  have 
clause  which  can  only  be  re- 
surplusage,  or  waste  paper,  that 
inion  mark  is  not  to  be  so  much 
r  as  to  be  calculated  to  deceive, 
proposed  new  clause  6gd  pro- 
registration  of  a  trade  union  mark 
aion  by  which  it  is  registered  shall 
3  be  the  proprietor  thereof,  and  shall 
;o  the  exclusive  use  of  the  mark  for 
of  designating  the  products  of  the 
le  members  thereof. 

dmission  from  some  of  my  hon- 
ids  opposite  that  a  label,  "  Made 
Factories  law  of  Victoria,"  would 
)ply  to  one  hundred  unions.  Am 


I  to  understand  that  the  first  union  which 
registered  that  as  a  trade  union  label 
would  have  the  exclusive  right  to  the  use 
of  that  label?  That  is  exactly  what  the 
new  clause  I  have  quoted  says,  and  my 
honorable  friends  opposite  have  admitted 
that  there  are  a  hundred  unions  in  Vic- 
toria that  would  be  entitled  to  use  the  same 
label. 

Senator  McGregor. — They  have  rrot 
said  anything  of  the  kind. 

Senator  DOBSON.— I  understood  Sena- 
tor Pearce,  in  reply  to  an  interjection,  to  ad- 
mit that  there  might  be  a  hundred  imions 
in  Victoria  entitled  to  the  use  of  such  a 
label,  and  yet  the  proposed  new  clause  6gd 
provides  that  anybody  who  could  find  a 
Registrar  fool  enough  to  register  a  label, 
or  so-called  trade  mark  of  that  sort,  would 
have  the  exclusive  right  to  use  that  label. 

Senator  Fraser. — Would  have  a  mono- 
poly. 

Senator  DOBSON.— Of  course,  it  would 
be  a  monopoly. 

Senator  McGregor. — The  honorable 
and  learned  senator  is  a  very  young  anti- 
monopolist. 

Senator  DOBSON. — Again,  one  of  the 
essential  elements  of  a  trade  mark  is 
that  certain  rights  are  attached  to  it  as 
property.  It  descends  to  executors,  it 
passes  with  the  goodwill  of  a  business,  or 
the  goodwill  of  goods,  and  it  can  be 
assigned  just  as  one  can  assign  a  mortgage 
or  a  house.  Yet  in  the  proposed  new 
clauses  we  have  these  words  used — 

A  trade  union  mark  shall  not  be  assigned  so 
long  as  its  registration  continues. 

So  that  the  honorable  senator  actually 
takes  away  from  the  trade  union  mark 
which  he  suggests  an  essential  element  of  a 
trade  mark.  I  turn  to  another  definition, 
which  has  been  quoted  before.  Kerly  on 
Trade  Marks  says — 

A  trade  mark  ii  a  symbol  which  is  applied  oi 
attached  to  goods  offered  for  sale  in  the  market 
so  as  to  distinguish  them  from  similar  goods  and 
to  identify  them  with  a  particular  trader  or  "with 
his  successors. 

How  can  fifty,  one  hundred,  or  one  thous- 
and men,  working  in  a  factory,  be  con- 
sidered a  trader?  How  can  we  consider 
the  employes  of  a  factory  as  the  manufac- 
turers or  inventors  of  particular  goods, 
when  we  know  perfectly  well  that  their 
labour,  however  skilful  it  may  be,  is  car- 
ried on  entirely  under  the  direction  of  their 
employer  ? 

Senator  Pearce. — But  this  !s  intended  to 
distinguish  goods  the  product  of  their  labour 
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from  goods  which  are  the  products  of  the 
labour  of  others. 

Senator  DOB  SON. — We  cannot  have  a 
trade  mark  of  that  description. 

Senator  Peabce.— The  quotation  the 
honorable  and  learned  senator  has  just 
read  proves  that  we  can. 

Senator  DOBSON. — I  say  that  we  can- 
not have  a  trade  mark  of  that  description. 
Senator  O'Keefe  regretted  very  much  that 
there  was  no  Trade  Union  Act  and  very 
few  trade  unions  in  Tasmania.  Suppose 
the  Government  of  Tasmania  were  to  in- 
troduce an  up-to-date  Trade  Union  Bill, 
and  were  to  incorporate  in  it  just  these 
proposed  provisions^  would  not  the  State 
Parliament  have  the  power  to  pass  such  a 
Bill? 

Senator  Pearce. — It  would  be  over- 
ruled by  the  Commonwealth  Act. 

Senator  DOBSON,— The  State  Parlia- 
ment of  Taroiania  has  the  power  to  regu- 
late friendly  societies,  and  the  x»wer  to  pass 
a  law  dealing  with  trade  union  labour,  and 
I  ask  whether,  in  view  of  that  fact,  any- 
thing of  this  nature,  which  we  introduced 
into  this  Bill,  would  not  be  ulira  vires  of 
the  State  Act?  I  venture  to  think  that  in 
dealing  with  trade  union  labour  the  State 
Parliament  of  Tasmania  would  be  distinctly 
and  absolutely  in  order,  and  if  that  be  so, 
these  provisions,  if  agreed  to  here,  voald 
be  of  no  force  or  effect  whate%'er. 

Senator  Frasu. — Under  the  Constitu- 
tion we  have  no  power  to  control  a 
State. 

Senator  DOBSON.— The  honorable  sena- 
tor is  perfectly  right.  We  have  to  look  to 
our  Constituticu,  and  we  must  admit  that 
in  this  matter  we  are  infringing  the  rights 
of  the  States?  Although  Senator  McGregor 
laughs  at  the  suggestion  that  there  is  no- 
thing in  this  Bill,  or  in  the  new  clauses 
proposed,  to  compel  the  Denton  Hall  Mill 
to  put  a  trade  union  label  on  their  goods, 
it  seems  to  me  a  splendid  argument  to  show 
that  we  are  here  getting  out  of  our  depth. 
A  trade  union  under  these  provisicMis 
might  rush  to  the  Registrar,  and  say,  **  We 
desire  to  register  this  label.  These  goods 
were  made  under  the  Factories  Act  of  Vic- 
toria." But  if  Victorian  manufacturers  re- 
fuse to  have  their  goods  branded  in  that 
way,  they  could  do  so.  If.  however,  by 
a  law  passed  by  the  State  Parliament  of 
Victoria,  it  was  enacted  that  all  goods  sent 
out  of  factories  in  this  State  should  be 
labelled,  "  These  goods  were  made  under 


the  Factories  Act  of  Victoria,"  that  I 
would  have  to  be  obeyed.  That  is  the  t 
possible  argument  to  show  that  the  Fedt 
Parliament  has  no  power  in  this  mat 

'  whilst  the  State  Parliament  has  the  pot 
and  I  believe  it  would  be  a  r^bt  thing 
the  State  Parliament  to  do.  I  do  not  ti 
a  trade  union  mark,  such  as  that  sugges 

'  would  be  of  as  much  value  as  some  I 
orable  senators   appear   to  imagine, 
cause   factories   lavs   govern  the  m 
facture  of   goods  in  almost  all  of 
States. 

Senator  Pearce. — I  rise  to  a  point 

I  order.    Senator  Dobson  has  raised  a  f 

I  of  order  that  these  amendments  are  be; 
the  xxs^  of  the  Bill,  and  are  uncuni 

j  ticmal,  whilst  the  whole  of  his  speec 
directed  to  proving  that  it  would  no 
advisable  to  agree  to  them.    I  have 
to  refer  to  the  hooorable  senatoc's  lad 
marks,  that  it  might  be  inadvisable  to 
a  trade  unicn  label  used  in  ccmnexion 
such  an  industry  as  the  manufacture  of  1 
I  submit  that  the  honorable  and  learned  t 
tor  is  entitled  at  this  stage  only  to  stati 

1  point  of  order,  and  when  we  have  m 
ruling  upon  it  it  may  be  competent  for 

'  to  discuss  the  advisability  of  agreein. 

I  the    proposed    new   clauses.  The 
orable  and  learned  soiator  is  not  ent 
to  discuss  the   clauses   on    a  point 

i  order. 

Senator  DOBSON.— I  have  not  rai?. 
point  of  order  by  interrupting  anc 
;  speaker ;  but,  taking  part  in  the  de^a; 
the  clauses,  I  have  incidentally  durin:: 
speech  raised  two  points  of  order,  and 
them  I  intend  toconclude.  When  I  was  i. 
I  rupted  by  the  honorable  senator,  I 
'  using  the  best  possible  ai^umoits  in  : 
I  port  of  the  points  of  order,  by  sh<-i 
!  that  it  was  for  the  States,  and  not  for' 
Commonwealth,  to  pass  laws  dealinp 
trade  unions  and  trade  union  labels, 
pave  an  illustration  to  show  that  while 
States  have  this  power  the  Federal 
liament  has  not  the  power. 
Senator  Dawson. — ^Why  ? 

Senator  DOBSON.— Because  it  ii 
given  to  us  by  the  Constitution. 

Senator  Dawson.  —  Will  the  ht] 
able  and  learned  senator  look  at  . 
secticffi  I  of  section  51  of  the  Cti 
tution  ?  I 

Senator  DOBSON.— I  would  ask  Im>i 
a  hundred  different  unions  can  registi 
label  "  Made  under  the  Factories  Act.' 
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trade  union  rules,"  that  can 
led  a  trade  mark.  How  can 
ne  a  score  of  people  having 
!  mark.  The  whole  thing  is 
mind  that  I  will  not  trouble 
further.  I  now  ask  for  the 
iling  on  the  two  points  of 
lese  clauses  are  outside  the 
id  that  we  have  no  power  to 
nd  that  they  do  not  come 
Jr\iew  of  the  title  of  the 

EARCE.  —  The  grounds  on 
lorable  and  learned  senator 
is  points  of  order  seem 
;  and  I  have  not  yet 
to  understand  why  he 
}posed  clauses  are  unoonsti- 
e  takes  the  ground  that  they 
tonal,  all  we  have  to  do  is  to 
n  51,  sub-sectioD  xviii.,  of 
«!,  which  provides  that  this 
bject  to  the  Constitution,  has 
late  in  reference  to  "  copy- 
of  inventions  and  designs, 
irkp."  The  honorable  and 
r  does  not  contend  that  we 
:  to  legislate  as  regards  trade 

BSON. — Certainly  not. 
AKC£. —  Then  it  necessarily 
nee  we  legislate  on  this  sub- 
r  to  legislate  is  taken  away 
es. 

>BSON. — As  to  trade  marks, 
taken  away ;  but  this  clause 
union  labels. 

ABCE. — Then  the  honorablfi 
:nator  falls  back  on  the  con- 
E  clause  does  not  come  within 
■  the  Bill.  That,  however,  is 
lich  even  the  Quotations  he 
Tove.  Kerly  points  out  that 
amongst  other  definitions,  is 
d  to  denote  the  labour  em- 
t.  I  take  it  that  the  honor- 
ed senator's  quotations  are 
1%  on  English  law.  which,  of 
lOt  contain  provisions  of  the 
propose. 

•OBSON. — There  is  nothing 
in  any  of  the  definitions  I 

ARCE. — t  can  quite  under- 
»t  book  on  English  law  will 
iference  of  the  kind,  because 
n  has  never  been  passed  by 
It  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
;s  give  the  meaning  or  defi- 
from  the  legislation  of  the 


United  Kingdom.  Will  the  hcmorable 
and  learned  senator  contend  that,  under 
section  51,  sub-section  xvu.,  of  the  Consti- 
tution, it  is  not  possible  to  pass  legislation 
of  this  character? 

Senator  Dobson. — 1  say,  certainly  not. 

Senator  Pearce. — If  that  is  the  con- 
tention of  the  honorable  and  learned  sena- 
tor, he  stands  alone  amcxigst  the  legal 
members  of  the  Senate.  I  believe  that 
Senators  Best,  Keating,  and  Drake  are 
prepared  to  admit  thai  it  is  possible  to 
pass  this  legislation  under  one  or  other  of 
the  headings  in  sub-section  xvui. 
But  Senator  Keating  objects  to  legis- 
lat  ion  of  the  kind  being  effected  in 
this  particular  Bill,  while  Senators  Best 
and  Drake  question  the  advisability  of  our 
passing  such  provisions.  Senator  Dob- 
son  stands  alone  in  the  contention  that 
we  have  not  the  power  under  the  Consti- 
tution. 

Senator  Drake. — I  doubt  whether  what 
is  proposed  is  a  trade  mark  under  the  Con- 
stitution. 

Senator  Pearce. — In  my  opinion,  we 
have  a  certain  amount  of  original  power  in 
regard  to  trade  marks ;  the  question  is,  how 
far  are  we  hampered  in  making  our  defini- 
tion ?  Can  Senator  Dobson  say  that  the 
definition  laid  down  by  some  of  the  text- 
books is  a  definition  adopted  by  the  Con- 
stitution ?  How  can  the  honorable  and 
learned  senator  say  that,  when  the  framers 
nf  the  Constitution  inserted  this  sub-sec- 
tion, they  meant  the  exact  words  of  the 
tftxt -books  as  quoted  to-night  ?  Is  that 
not  one  of  the  sub-sections  which  have  to  be 
interpreted,  first  by  Parliament,  and  then 
nventuallv  bv  the  Judiciary  provided  by 
thp  Con.stitution?  Are  we  to  have  the 
Constitution  interpreted  by  the  Chairman 
of  Committees,  or,  on  appeal,  by  the  Pre- 
sident, or,  on  appeal  from .  the  latter,  by 
th«  Senate  itself? 

Senator  Dobson. — That  is  why  I 
took  the  second  point,  that  this  clause 
does  not  come  within  the  purview  of  the 
Bill. 

Senator  Pearce. — If  the  argument  is  as 
T  have  stated,  that  is  the  position  to  which 
Senator  Dobson  is  forced. 

Senator  Dobson. — I  have  a  perfect  right 
to  take  the  second  point,  and  I  shall  ask 
the  President  to  decide  it. 

Senator  Pearce. — So  far  as  a  trade 
union  label  is  concerned,  Senator  DobsOT 
seems  to  be  arguing  either  with  insuflBcient 
information  as  to  what  is  meant  by  the 
clause,  or   with  a  deliberate  attempt  to 
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misrepresent.  He  has  put  Iforward  the 
proposition  that  there  may  be  a  hundred 
unions,  for  which  only  one  label  will  be 
available.  Such  a  pr(^sition  is  ridiculous. 

Senator  Drake. — Does  the  honorable  sen- 
ator say  that  each  union  will  have  its  own 
mark? 

Senator  Peabce. — I  say  that  each  union 
wilt  have  an  absolute  right  to  apply  for  the 
registration  of  its  own  mark. 

Senator  Dobson. — It  will  only  be  a  label. 

Senator  Peasce. — It  may  be  a  union  of 
bootmakers,  of  tailors,  or  even  of  -  lawyers ; 
and  there  are  a  thousand  and  one  designa- 
tions by  which  the  unions  can  be  differen- 
tiated. We  can  quite  understand  that  Vic- 
torian unions  might  adopt  the  motto  "  Made 
under  Wages  Boards  conditions." 

Senator  Dobson. — There  might  be  fifty 
of  such  mottoes. 

Senator  Pearcs. — Not  necessarily ;  there 
might  be  only  one  in  a  particular  trade. 

Senator  Keating. — There  need  not  be 
any  words  at  all  on  a  device. 

Senator  Peahce. — That  is  so. 

Senator  Dobson. — ^What  would  be  the 
meaning  of  a  trade  mark  without  words? 

Senator  Pearce. — There  is  as  much  room 
for  diversity  in  trade  union  marks  as  in 
ordinary  trade  marks,  to  which  Senator 
Dobson's  objection  could  just  as  reason- 
ably be  applied.  A  trade  mark  for  butter 
might  indicate  that  the  article  was  made 
from  pure  cream  or  from  Ddison's  dairy 
milk. 


Senator  Dobson. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor has  got  hold  of  a  bad  argument.  Could 
the  man  who  milks  the  cows  have  a  label 
showing  that  the  cows  were  milked  under 
fair  conditicHis? 

Senator  Pearce. — I  can  quite  conceive, 
after  what  has  appeared  in  the  press  to- 
day, that  a  trade  mark  for  butter  might 
read,  "  Guaranteed  free  from  rats,"  or 
"  native  cats." 

Senator  Dobson. — That  would  be  the 
mark  of  the  owner  of  the  factor}',  and  not 
of  the  men. 

Senator  Pearce. — Who  but  the  owner 
of  the  factory  would  stamp  the  goods? 

Senator  Dobson. — But  the  honorable 
senator  wishes  to  give  the  people  who  do 
the  labour  the  right  to  use  a  mark. 

Senator  Pearce. — ^The  honorable  and 
learned  senator  might  just  as  well  argue 
that  a  maker  of  butter  has  no  right  to  say 
that  the  article  is  produced  fnm  the  milk 
of  a  particular  dairy. 


Senator  Dobson. — ^The  honorable  se 
tor  is  wrong  there. 

Senator  Pearce. — ^The  honorable  i 
learned  senator  might  just  as  well  mm 
that  a  trade  mark  should  cmly  desigi 
the  last  person  through  whose  hands 
article  passes,  though  we  know  that  ti 
marks  sometimes  designate  the  ulicle  ] 
cess  which  the  article  has  gone  throu|;i 
the  hands  of  both  manufacturers 
agents. 

Senator  Dobson. — The  honorable  » 
tor  is  talking  about  a  butter  factory  uk' 
and  not  about  the  labourers. 

Senator  Pearce.  —  I  am  pointing 
that  the  owner  of  a  butter  factory  nu; 
his  trade  mark  designate  the  labour.  \bt 
terial — all  that  has  been  done  by  his 
decessors  in  the  course  of  manufart 
and  a  trade  union  mark  is  precisely  i>fi 
same  plane.  All  that  the  ho 
able  and  learned  senator  has 
against  trade  imicm  marks  couM 
urged  with  equal  force  against  ordi' 
trade  marks.  And  he  has  altogether  fi 
to  prove  that  the  clauses  are  uncons 
tional,  or  that  they  do  not  come  within 
purview  of  the  Bill.  I  am  prep-iret 
admit  that  so  far  as  English  law  \% 
cerned,  a  trade  union  label  may  not  c 
within  the  definition  of  a  trade  mark: 
we  hare  power  to  legislate,  and  we 
make  such  a  label  a  trade  mark  mthin 
meaning  of  the  Bill. 

Senator      Keating.  —  In  the 
instance,  Senator  Dobson  contends  tha: 
new  clause  is  unconstitutional,  and. 
ondly,  that  even  if  it  be  constitutioru 
does  not  come  within  the  puniew  of 
Bill.    These  two  objections  really  ami 
to  one.  The  honorable  and  learned  sen 
points  out  that  we  have  no  express  n 
under  the  terms  of  the  Constituticm  to  1^ 
late  with  regard  to  what  is  called  by  Si 
tor  Pearce  trade  union  marks.  We, 
told  by  the  honorable  and  learned  seij 
that  under  section  51,  sub-section 
of  the  Constitution  our  powers  are  Iimi"« 
"  patents  of  inventions  and  designs, 
trade    marks"  —  that    there    is  ' 
included  in  that   sub-section  the  vi 
"  trade    union    marks."    That,  in  -3 
is    the    whole    of    the    honorable  | 
learned     senator's     argument,  so 
as  exception   is  taken   from  the 
tutional  point  of  view.    In  order  tn  1 
stantiate  the  -second  objection  that  I 
clause  does  not  come  within  the  purvie* 
the  Bill,  he  quoted  fnnn  Kerly,  or  1 
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bbok,  thp  definition  of  trade 
tie  asks  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
n  legislating  here,  under  the 
the  Constitution,  we  cannot  de- 
he  present  conception  of  "  trade 

held  in  England  to-day.  I 
t  out  that  the  law  with  regard 
arks  in  Great  Britain,  and  in 

country  in  the  world,  has  been 
gradual  growth.  In  the  first 
;re  was  nothing  to  regulate  trade 

what  is  known  as  the  common 

only  in  recent  times  that  the 

has  stepped  in,  and,  reo^gnis- 
rigbt    of    individuals    to  the 

marks  which  have  been  identi- 
eir  goods  for  a  particular  period, 
ute,  provided  certain  restrictions 
ions  with  regard  to  the  use  of 
!.  Consequently,  we  have  in 
tin  to-day  an  Act  which  has 
d  in  several  States  of  the  Com- 

relating  to  patents  of  inven- 
^signs,  and  trade  marks.  Is  Sen- 
n  audacious  enough  to  contend 
rliament  of  Great  Britain,  with 
pers  for  the  regulation  of  trade 
d  not  to-morrow  incorporate  in 
rks  Bill  provisions  such  as  Sena- 
tias  submitted? 

DoBSON. — An  absolute  Parlia- 
0  anything ;  but  we  have  only 
'er  under  the  Constitution. 

Keating.  —  A  Parliament 
y  powers  could  do  so. 

Fraseb. — Certainly  it  could,  and 
ire. 

Keating. — Undoubtedly.  But 
fhich  is  placed  by  Senator  Dob- 
powers  of  this  Parliament  does 
the  Constitution,  but  on  a  defini- 
by  a  text  writer  of  what  is  the 
concept  of  the  term  "  trade 

!)0BS0N. — I  did  not  rest  my  case 

Keating. —  If  the  honorable 
!  senator  had  not  absented  him- 
tie  chamber  he  would  have  pur- 
le  of  argument,  and  known  that 
jections  are  reduced  to  one.  I 
id  out  that,  under  sub-section 
iction  51  of  the  Constitution,  we 
to  legislate  in  regard  to — 

,  pateots  of  inventions  and  designs, 
irks. 

definition  of  "trade  marks"  ?  Is 
inition  of  the  term  given  in  the 


Constitution,  or  in  the  English  Act?  The 
only  definition  of  the  term  that  we  have  is 
one  given  by  a  text-writer ;  and,  as  I  have 
pointed  out,  the  law  in  regard  to  trade  marks 
has  been  of  gradual  growth.  In  the  first 
instance,  it  was  entirely  common  law.  Then, 
as  things  developed,  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  stepped  in,  and  proceeded  to 
regulate  and  consolidate  a  lot  of  com- 
mon 1  aw ,  which  is  the  resu It  of  j ud i ■ 
cial  decision  and  common  usage,  and 
to  say,  "  These  shall  be  the  pro- 
visions regulating  what  are  known  as  trade 
marks."  But  as  society  proceeds  and  the 
complications  of  trade  relations  increase,  the 
conception  of  a  trade  mark  may  alter  to 
this  extent :  that  it  will  necessitate  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain  to  legis- 
late in  a  Trade  Marks  Act  in  the 
very  direction  that  Senator  Pearce  is 
asking  us  to  do,  and  then  Mr.  Kerly,  Mr. 
Sebastian,  and  all  other  text  writers,  would 
have  to  alter  their  expression  of  the  then  pre- 
sent day  conception  of  what  a  trade  mark  is. 
The  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth  is 
not  bound  by  the  definition  which  may  be 
given  by  Mr.  Kerly  or  Mr.  Sebastian  of 
what  is  the  conception  of  a  term  applied  to 
certain  trade  conditions  which  are  altering 
with  every  day  and  every  year.  And  that  is 
where  Senator  Dobson's  objections  to  these 
provisions  from  the  points  of  view  of  con- 
stitutionality and  of  being  without  the  pur- 
view of  the  Bill  are  reduced  to  one.  What 
is  a  trade  mark?  What  definition  of  a 
trade  mark  are  we  circumscribed  by  in  our 
legislative  action  ?  There  is  no  definition 
but  the  needs  and  requirements  of  the  trade 
and  commerce  of  the  Commonwealth.  These 
are  the  only  circumstances  which  bind  us 
in  our  legislative  action,  just  as  they  bind 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  in  its  le- 
gislative action  in  regard  to  trade  marks, 
and  we  can  choose  to  regard  what,  accord- 
ing to  our  local  conditions,  would  not  apply 
in  another  country  as  a  trade  mark.  In 
this  Bill  we  have  no  definition  of  a  trade 
mark.  Senator  Dobson  has  told  us  in  ef- 
fect bv  his  two  objections  that  we  are  bound 
bv  the  definition  given  in  a  text -book. 
Very  well.  If  we  are  bound  by  that  de- 
finition of  what  is  the  ordinary  present- 
day  English  common  law  concept  of  a  trade 
mark,  where  is  the  necessity  for  clause  5  ol 
the  Bill  ?— 

Subject  to  this  Act  or  any  Act  of  the  Parlia- 
ment, the  common  law  of  England  relating  to 
trade  marks  shall,  after  the  commencement  of 
this  Act,  apply  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 
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That  common  law  is  made  expressly  b;*  this 
Bill  to  apply  to  our  law,  but  subject  to  its 
provisions.  That  shows  that  we  are  not 
absolutely  bound  by  the  common  law  of 
England,  and  that  the  Oinstitution,  which 
is  for  all  time,  is  not  to  be  read,  subject 
entirely  to  the  present-day  common  law 
concept  of  trade  marks  in  Great  Bri- 
tain. In  opposing  the  insertion  of  these 
clauses  last  night,  Senator  Dobson  rested 
his  objection  mainly  on  the  fact  that  he 
would  not  allow  any  legislative  assistance 
to  the  establishment  of  a  label,  containing 
the  words,  "  These  goods  are  made  by  fair 
labour,"  and  he  elaborated  that  as  long 
as  he  possibly  «)uld,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  Senator  Fearce  and  others  in- 
formed him  that  they  were  not  attempting 
to  do  anything  which  would  mean  the  crea- 
tion of  such  a  specific  device. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — Senator  Pearce 
implied  that  they  would. 

Senator  Dobson. — "  These  goods  are 
made  under  fair  conditions." 

Senator  Keating. — I  understood  Senator 
Pearce  last  night  to  say  that  he  wished  to 
see  the  organizations  able .  to  get  a  label 
or  device  that  wmild  indicate  to  the  people 
that  the  goods  had  been  made  under  fair 
conditions. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — The  honorable  and 
learned  senator  did  not  hear  him,  for  he 
indicated  that  those  words  would  be  used 
on  the  device  itself. 

Senator  Keating. — If  my  honorable  col- 
leagues will  possess  their  souls  in  patience  I 
have  not  the  slightest  doubt  but  that  a  per-, 
usal  of  the  Hansard  report  of  Senator 
Pearce's  speech  will  correct  the  impressions 
which  they  now  entertain.  What  Senator 
Pearce  said  last  night  was  that  he  wi^ed 
to  enable  trade  organizations  to  indicate  to 
the  public  that  certain  goods,  the  product 
of  certain  manufacturers,  were  made  under 
fair  conditions.  Senator  Dobson  seized 
that  term,  and  wished  to  argue  that  the 
object  of  Senator  Pearce  was  to  have  the 
goods  branded  with  the  words,  "  Made 
under  fair  conditions." 

Senator  Dobson. — Did  I  not  understand 
Senator  Pearce  to  read  the  words  fnxn  the 
American  or  Canadian  Act?  That  was  a 
distinctive  label. 

Senator  Peabce. — No. 

Senator  Dobson. — ^What  was  the  label 
then? 

Senator  Pearce. — There  was  no  label 
mentioned. 


Senator  Keating. — If  Senator  Dot 
had  consulted  the  law  of  New  York,  f 
which  Senator  Pearce  read,  he  would  1 
found  that  there  is  as  much  diversity  a 
the  case  of  trade  marks. 

Senator  Peakce.— These  clauses 
practically  framed  on  the  provisicxis  of 
law. 

Senator    Dobson. — But   the  hon<>r 
senator  gave  as  an  instants  of  a  label 
words,  "  These  goods  are  made  under 
conditions." 

Senator  Keating. — Not  to  my  kr 
ledge.  Last  night  Senator  Dobson  re 
the  whole  of  his  opposition  on  those  wo 

Senator  Dobson. — No;  that  was  pai 
my  oppositioa 

Senator  Keating.— The  hwiorable 
learned  senator  was  constantly  compi 
ing  that  the  object  of  Senator  Pearce 
to  have   those   words  printed  on  cei 
goods.     But  to-night  he  comes  here, 
in  opposition  to  the  clause,  and  says, 
cannot  see  how  the  Registrar  would 
ter  such  a  device."     All  he  was  afrair 
last  night  was  that  the  Registrar  m 
register  such  a  device,  and   that  cei 
people  would  get  all  the  benefit  of  it.  j 
has  not  got  very  much  further  out  of 
darkness,  because  now  he  can  only  ro 
nise  six  possible  devices — **  Made  bv  U; 
labour";  "Made  under  " 

Senator  Dobson. — Can  the  honon 
and  learned  senator  give  us  a  few  ofj 
own? 

Senator  Keating. — I  can  give  the  I 
orable  and  learned  senator  a  thousand, 

Senator  Dobson. — Give  us  two  or  tl 
out  of  the  thousand. 

Smator  Keating. — The  honorable  ' 
learned  senator  will  get  quite  enouijh 
fore  I  hare  finished.  We  have  been  aj 
by  an  honorable  senator  who  is  to  be 
judge  of  the  persons  to  whtMn  these  lai 
should  be  issued,  and  we  are  told  that; 
whole  position  will  be  that  the  partic' 
organizations  registering  these  labels, 
vices,  or  marks  will  have  a  monopoly, 
wish  to  show  what  Senator  Dobson  isi 
sponsible  for  having  placed  on  the  stnj 
book  of  Tasmania.  I  have  no  hesitj 
in  saying  that  it  is  quite  owipetent  U 
trade  union  to  carry  out  in  Tasmania: 
very  object  which  Senator  Pearce  ha^ 
view.  In  the  Patents,  Designs,  and  Ti 
Marks  Act,  passed  at  the  instaiKX  of  Si 
tor  Dobson's  Ministry  in  1893,  ^  ^^<^ 
definition  in  the  interpretation  section* 

"Desigo"  means  any  design  applicibtr  t« 
articleof  manufacture,  or  to  any  substance,  artl 
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or  paitly  artificial  and  partly  aa- 
ei  the  design  is  applicable  for  the  pat- 
the  shape  or  configuration,  or  for  the 
ereof ,  or  for  any  two  or  more  of  sach 
d  by  whatever  means  it  is  applicable, 
printing,  painting,  embroidering, 
ffing,  modelling,  casting,  embossing, 
taining,  or  any  other  means  whatever, 
hanical,  oi  chemical,  separate  or  com- 
bing a  design  for  a  sculpture  or  other 
the  protection  of  the  Sculpture  Cofy- 

55  of  the  Act,  I  find  this  provi- 

trar  may,  on  application  by  or  on  be- 
person  claiming  to  be  the  proprietor 

'  or  original  design  not  previously 
Tasmania  register  the  design  under 
this  Act. 

DoBSON. — Is  "  Made  under  a 
4ct  "  a  design,  or  is  "  Made  in 
a  trade  mark? 

Keating. — Undoubtedly  it  may 
to  a  design,  and  I  venture  to  say 
quite  competent  to  register  in 
juch  a  design  as  Senator  Pearce 
^ve  power  to  a  trade  organiza- 
;ister  in  the  Commonwealth. 
DoBSON. — Would  they  put 
Tasmania "  as  a  trade  mark 
rade  Mark  Act  ? 

Keating. — I  am  not  aware  that 
;arce  desires  to  put  "  Made  in 
or  anything  of  the  kind,  as  a 
If  he  wished  to  register  an 
the  Tailors'  Union  of  Tasmania 
lOt  as  a  design  give  a  map  of 
with  a  pair  of  trousers  drawn 

DoBSON. — That  would  not  show 
mts. 

FCzATiNG. — ^Would  that  not  show 

*EARCE. — Certainly ;  any  distinc- 
"would. 

Keating. — Any  distinctive  de- 
vould  indicate  to  people  gener- 
hese  articles  were  made  under 
ditions  would  effect  his  object. 
DoBSON. — But  how  can  you  gel 
ed  unless  you  state  it  as  a  label  ? 
Keating. — That  is  the  trouble 
Pearce,  and  not  of  my  honor- 
:arned  friend. 

DoBSON. — That  is  the  trouble 
,  and  that  goes  to  the  root  of 
business. 

Keating. — If  a  copy  of  a  de- 
irtised  in  a  daily  newspaper  and 
need  that  it  will  be  used  by  a 
I  or  organization  to  indicate  to 
lat  certain  goods  are  the  product 


of  union  labour,  is  not  that  sufficient  for 
their  purpose?  Section  56  of  the  Tas- 
manian  Act  provides  for  drawings  to  be 
furnished  on  application,  while  section  57 
provides  for  a  certificate  of  registration. 
Secticm  58  reads — 

When  a  design  is  riigisteied  the  registered  pro. 
prictOT  of  the  design  shall,  subject  to  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Act,  have  copyright  in  the  aesign 
during  five  years  from  the  date  of  registrntioQ. 

Senator  Dobson.— Would  the  honorable 
and  learned  senator  call  the  device  "  Made 
by  Chinese  labour"  a  design? 

Senator  Keating, — I  am  not  respon- 
sible for  the  form  of  the  design.  I  do  not 
suppose  that  any  of  the  trade  unions  would 
turn  to  the  fertile  brain  of  Senator  Dobson 
for  a  design  for  a  mark.  I  come  now  to 
section  66,  and  I  venture  to  bring  it  to  the 
notice  of  Senator  Fraser,  Senator  Dobson, 
Senator  Millen,  and  others  who  are  so 
dreadfully  afraid  that  a  monopoly  is  to  be 
given  to  trades  unions  by  this  provision.  It 
says — 

During  the  existence  of  copyright  in  any  de- 
sign— 

I.  It  ahull  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  without 
the  licence  or  written  consent  of  the  registered 
proprietor  to  apply,  or  cause  to  be  applied,  such 
design  or  any  fraudulent  or  obvious  imitation 
thereof,  in  the  claSs  or  classes  of  goods  in  which 
such  design  registered,  for  purposes  of  sale 
to  any  article  or  manufacture  or  to  any  substance, 
artificial  or  natural,  or  partly  artificial  and  partly 
natural ;  and 

3.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  to 
publish  or  expose  for  sale  any  article  of  manu- 
facture or  any  substance  to  which  such  design  or 
any  fraudulent  or  obvious  imitation  thereof  is 
so  applied,  knowing  that  the  same  has  been  so 
applied  without  the  consent  of  the  registered 
proprietor. 

According  to  Senator  Dobson,  when  he  had 
light,  as  he  provided  by  this  statute,  it  would 
be  competent  for  a  person  to  register  an 
industrial  design.  Having  registered  it, 
that  person  alone  had  the  sole  power  to 
monopolize  the  design.  He  could  license 
whom  he  chose  to  use  it.  He  could  refuse 
to  license  whom  he  chose.  Yet  to-day  Sen- 
ator Dobson  stands  here,  and,  when  a  simi- 
lar power  is  asked  for  on  behalf  of  an  or- 
ganization, he  says  that  it  is  entirely  outside 
the  purview  of  this  Bill,  and  that  we  are  go- 
ing to  create  a  monopoly.  He  said,  in  addi- 
tion, that  if  we  pass  this  legislation,  and 
designs  are  adopted  by  trade  unions,  and  the 
use  of  a  design  is  offered  to  the  Denton  Hat 
Mill,  a  union  could  not  compel  the  mill  to 
use  it. 

Senator  Dobson. — How  could  they  ? 
Senator  Keating. — No   one   wishes  to 
do  so. 
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Senator  DoBSON.—Tfaen  how  is  the  trade 
union  label  to  be  put  upon  goods  ? 

Senator  Keating. — Manufacturers  need 
not  put  the  label  upon  their  goodfi  un- 
less they  choose.  If  a  union  registered  a 
particular  device,  and  could  not  get  any  one 
to  use  it,  that  would  be  the  union's  trouble, 
not  Senator  Dobson's.  If  any  union  chooses 
to  take  advantage  of  these  clauses,  and 
afterwards  finds  that  no  manufacturer  is 
prepared  to  use  its  design  or  mark,  that  is 
not  our  trouble.  In  many  instances  there 
will  be  people  who  will  take  advantage  of 
the  clauses  as  Ibng  as  they  consider  that  it 
is  to  their  interest  to  do  so. 

Senator  Dobson. — The  honorable  and 
learned  senator  is  ignoring  the  whole  law 
of  trade  marks. 

Senator  Keating. — Senator  Dobscm  has 
forgotten  what  I  said  a  few  minutes  a^. 
How  difficult  it  is  to  argue  under  such  cir- 
cumstances !  I  told  him  that,  in  my  opinion, 
we  have  the  fullest  possible  power  under 
the  Constitution  with  regard  to  trade  marks. 

Senator  Dobson. — I  say  that  we  have  not. 

Senator  Keating.  —  I  will  take  the 
honorable  and  learned  senator  step  by  step. 
I  hope  that  the  Committee  will  excuse  my 
repeating  myself,  but  it  seems  to  be  neces- 
sary to  do  so.  I  say  that  we  have  the  ful- 
lest possible  power  to  legislate  with  regard 
to  trade  marks.  What  are  trade  marks? 
There  is  no  definition  of  trade  marks  in  the 
Constitution.  Our  powers  are  determined 
not  bv  what  is  the  present  day  c(»icept, 
according  to  the  common  law  of  England, 
of  what  a  trade  mark  is,  but  by  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  the  needs  and  require- 
ments of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

Senator  Dobson. — We  have  heard  every 
word  of  this  before. 

Senator  Keating. — But  Senator  Dobson 
said  just  now  that  I  had  ignored 
the  whole  law  of  trade  marks.  I 
hope  that  he  will  endeavour  to  col- 
lect his  thoughts  on  this  question,  and 
that  he  will  ultimately  recognise  that  we 
have  the  fullest  power  in  this  regard.  If 
we  choose  to  legislate  with  regard  to  a 
particular  class  of  trade  marks,  and  to  make 
special  provision  for  them,  and  to  take 
those  particular  trade  marks  out  of  the 
operation  of  the  remainder  of  the  Bill,  it 
is  perfectly  competent  for  us,  and  within 
our  legislative  power,  to  do  so.  Senator 
Dobson  has  told  us,  more  than  once,"  that 
the  States  have  the  power  to  compel  trade 
unions  to  take  out  marks  of  this  kind,  and 
'"i  compel  the  application  of  those  marks  to 


union-made  goods.  Yet  this  Parlian 
according  to  Senator  Dobson,  has  ixtt 

power  to  pass  even  permissive  legislatic 
enable  an  organizaticHi  or  trade  unioi 
take  out  a  particular  mark  to  be  applie 
goods.  The  very  fact  that,  at  the  pr( 
time,  the  States  have  the  power  to 
compulsory  legislation,  deprives  us,  S 
tor  Dobson  says,  of  the  power  to  pass 
missive  legislation.  I  would  again  rei 
him,  in  order  to  ouble  him  to  see  tha 
are  not  tied  down  to  the  ordinary  pn 
day  common  law  oonceptitm  of  a  trade  n: 
that  clause  5  of  this  Bill  says — 

Subject  to  this  Act  or  «ay  Act  of  the  Pi 
meat  the  common  law  of  England  relatis 
trade  marks  shall,  after  the  commencema 
this  Act,  apply  throughout  the  Commonweal 

From  the  debate  which  has  taken  pla 
gather  that  Senator  Drake's  objectioi 
the  clauses  is  that  we  are  not  dealing 
designs.    It  is  not  a  question  of  te 
There  is  not  in  this  Bill  nor  in  the  < 
stitution  a  definiticm  of  what  a  trade  mai 
Senator  p£AitCE.--Or  of  what  it  is  x 
Senator  Keating. — We   have  no 
finition  of  a  trade  mark  of  any  kind ; 
rightly  so,  I  think,  because  it  is  for  t 
leave  the  development  of  our  trade 
commerce  to  prescribe  for  us  from  tim 
time  whal  particular  marks  in  conne 
with  goods  shall  be  regarded  as  trade 
within  the  terms  of  the  Constitution, 
hope,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  with  regard 
the  constitutional  point  you  will  rule  ' 
Senator  Dobson  has  raised  an  obje( 
which  I  shall  not  say  is  frivolous, 
which  you  are  not  prepared  to  entertaj 

Senator    Best.  —  I    propose  to 
only    a   few   words,  be::au5e  the  m. 
has  been  so  fully  dealt  with  by  5>et] 
Keating.    In  dealing  with  a  subject  of 
kind  we  have  to  look  to  fundaniental  J 
ciples.    We  have  to  look  to  the  Conj 
tion   itself,    which   in   section    51  j 
merates  subjects  in  the  shortest  *pa 
language.    It  merely  prescribes  a  skel 
and  it  is  for  Parliament,  and  subseqo 
for  the  High  Court,  to  develop  the 
stitution  in  regard  to  those  particular 
jects.    That  remark  applies  not  on 
the  subjects  mentioned  in  section  51. 
dentally  we  have  also  the  inherent  ] 
to  make  laws  which  are  necessary  or  p 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  oui 
terminations  in  connexion  with  those! 
ticular  subjects.    Indeed,  that  is  more 
an  inherent  power,  because  it  is  menc 
in  the  subsequent  portion  of  sectia 
that  we  have  all  the  incidental  power j 
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idered  necessary  for  the  de- 
the  subjects  enumerated  in  the 
lat  is  the  principle  upon  which 
)rk  we  have  to  look  to  another 
;)retation,  so  far  as  constitu- 

are  concerned — a  rule  that  is 
d  in  the  United  States.  That 
ust  beware  of  a  narrow  inter- 
rhe  duty  of  Parliament  and 
rourt  is  to  give  a  broad  inter- 
he  terms  of  the  Constitution, 
give  a  broad  interpretation  to 

the  Constitution  we  must  in 
ek  to  determine  what  is  the 
le  term  "trade  mark." 

5BS0N. — You  cannot  take  the 
a  man  and  then  say  that  he 
eing. 

ST. — We  have  to  give  an  in- 
3  the  term  "  trade  mark,"  and 

0  that  we  have  to  look  to  the 
ion  of  trade  marks,  their  de- 
id  matters  incidental  to  them, 
were  originally  designs  for  the 
istinguishing  goods.  On  the 
undamental  principle  the  Im- 
nent  enacted  legislation  which 
trade  marks  other  meanings 
n  originally  bore.  The  Im- 
tion  determined,  for  instance, 
mark  was  to  be  considered  and 

1  connexion  with  the  goodwill 
5,  But  that  is  not  a  funda- 
ple.  It  is  simply  a  feature  with 
le  mark  has  been  clothed  by 

Parliament.  By  virtue  of  the 
of  British  ■  legislation  trade 
iwned  by  individuals  in  con- 
their  goods.  That  property 
pn  of  British  legislation.  But 
mot  disregard  the  colloquial  or 
leaning  of  "trade  mark,"  still 
time,  if  we  are  to  take  a  broad 
e  subject  we  have  to  look 
ly  to  the  design  and  object  of 
i,  and  from  that  stand-point 
jerty  to  develop  the  meaning  of 

Dawson. — The  opening  para- 
::tion       says  that  we  mu.st  do 

EST. — That  is  so.  Section  51 
ivith  the  provision — 

[Dcat  shall,  subject  to  this  Constitu* 
wer  to  make  laws  for  the  peace, 
oodwill  of  the  Goverament  of  the 
Ih  with  respect  to — 

numerates  the  subjects.  Of 
e  Constitution  had  attempted  to 


mention  the  various  powers  that  were  in- 
cluded, or  were  to  be  given  to  the  Parha- 
ment  in  regard  to  the  subjects  mentioned 
in  section  51,  treatises  and  volumes  of  un- 
limited extent  would  have  been  required. 
It  would  have  been  impossible  to  do  it. 
But  nothing  is  more  interesting  than  t^ 
American  Constitution  in  this  regard, 
where  the  Courts  have  clothed  these  vari- 
ous subjects  with  meaning,  and  have  de- 
veloped them.  Now  each  subject  in  it- 
self has  a  voluminous  literature  attached 
to  it,  showing  the  case  law  already  de- 
cided in  mnnexion  with  it,  and  the  various 
powers  incidental  to  it.  The  last  sub- 
section of  section  51  is  as  follows 

Matters  incidental  to  the  execution  of  any  power 
vested  by  this  Constitution  in  the  Parliament  or 
in  either  House  thereof  or  in  the  Govemmen  of 
Se  Commonwealth  or  in  the  Federal  Judicature 
or  in  any  Department  or  Officer  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

So  that  it  will  be  observed  that  the  duty 
is  cast  upon  us  to  develop  the  Powers  m- 
trusted  to  us.  Therefore,  if  I  start  from 
the  proposition  that  the  fundamenUl  mean- 
ng  of  a  trade  mark  is  that  it  is  to  dis- 
Sfguish  one  set  of  goods  from  another 
then  I  have  to  inquire  whether  tinder  the 
propyls  now  before  _the  Committee  the 
intention  is  to  distinguish  goo^^.  ^^^^^J^^ 
sold  under  trade  marks  registered  unde 
these  clauses,  from  other  goods.  What 
does  the  definition  clause  sav?  It  says 
that— 

-Trade  union  mark"  means  a  distinctive  mark 
or  dTvice%"or  the  purpose  of  dc^gnatmg  the  pro- 
ducts  of  the  labour  of  the  jnembcrs  thereof. 
The  products,  of  course,  are  the  goods  of 
the  members  of  a  particular  ""^O"" 
<!enuentlv  I  sav  that  where  a  differentia 
S  takL  place  with  regard  to  those  par- 
ticular goods,  which  are  the  product  of  the 
rrib^r!  of  a  union,  the  mark  of  that  umon 
may  be  placed  upon  the  goods    A  funda 
mental  distinction  is  thus  created.    We  are 
asked  now  to  say   that   the   word  traae 
mark  ''  shall  be  taken  to  incliide  a  trade 
Zt  mSk,  because  a  trade  umon  -rk  is 
a  distinctive  mark  or  device  adopted  by  a 
uade  union  for  the  purpose  f  ^  desig-t.^ 
he  products  of  the  labour  of  the  members 
thereof.    On  all  rules  of  mterpretation  it 
S  be  most  unwise  for  us  to  attempt  to  ■ 
limit  our  powers  in  this  direction.     I  con- 
ceive that'  a  proper  intf^P^.^^^^."°"  7""'^ 
bring  a  trade  union  mark  withm  the  term 
"trade  mark,"  as  used  in  the  Constitution, 
and  I  have  no  hesitation  m  saying  that  in 
my  opinion  we  have  a  constitutional  nght  to 
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enact  these  provisions.  That  deals  with  the 
first  point  raised  by  Senator  Dobson.  The 
other  point  as  to  the  proposed  provisions 
not  being  within  the  scope  of  the  Bill  is 
practically  involved  in  the  first.  If  this  is 
a  Bill  intended  to  deal  with  the  subject  of 
trade  marks,  and  if  we  are  agreed  that  a 
trade  union  mark  comes  within  a  proper  in- 
terpretation of  the  terra  "trade  mark," 
necessarily  it  comes  within  the  scope  of  the 
Bill.  I  could  refer  to  many  authorities  in 
this  connexion,  but  I  shall  content  myself 
with  the  quotation  of  this  passage  from 
Story  on  the  American  Constitution — 

But  the  most  important  rule  in  cases  of  this 
nature  is  that  a  constitution  of  government  does 
not,  and  cannot  from  its  oature,  defend  in  any 
great  degree  upon  mere  verbal  criticism  or  upon 
the  import  of  single  words.  Such  criticism  may 
not  be  wholly  without  use;  it  may  sometimes 
illustrate  or  unfold  the  appropriate  sense;  but  un- 
less  it  stands  well  with  the  context  and  subject- 
matter  it  must  yield  to  the  latter.  While  then  we 
may  well  resort  to  the  meaning  of  single  words 
to  assist  our  inquiries,  we  should  never  forget 
that  it  is  an  instrument  of  government  that  we 
are  to  construe ;  and  as  bas  already  been  stated, 
Uiat  must  be  the  truest  expoution  wnich  best  bar. 
moniiH  with  its  design,  its  objects,  and  its  ]gene- 
ral  structure. 

I  say  that  the  design,  object,  and  ^neral 
structure  of  our  Constitution  is  to  give  us 
the  fullest  and  widest  power  in  dealing 
with  the  subject  of  trade  marks. 

Senator  Keating. — Otherwise  we  should 
require  a  new  Constitution  periodically. 

Senator  Best. — Otherwise  the  necessity 
for  a  new  Constitution  every  few  years 
would  be  involved. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— With  regard  to 
Senator  Dobson's  first  point  of  order,  I  must 
decline  to  give  a  ruling.  I  have  an  opinion 
thereon,  but  it  is  not  my  duty  as  Chairman 
of  Committees  to  decide  a  legal  point  of 
that  kind.  It  is  not  the  duty  of  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees  to  interpret  any  Act  of 
Parliament  or  the  Constitution.  We  have 
already  had  a  ruling  frcrni  the  President  of 
the  Senate  on  that  point,  and  I  also  direct 
the  attention  of  honorable  senators  to  the 
practice  of  the  House  of  Commons.  In 
Blackmore's  Speakers*  Decisions,  page  295, 
I  find  the  following: — 

Mr.  Speaker  does  not  answer  questions  on  mat- 
ters which  members  are  equally  able  to  answer. 
e.g.,  construction  of  Acts. 

Mi  honorable  member  asking  Mr.  Speaker  a 
question  relative  to  a  proposed  Bill,  wnether  its 
introduction  would  not  be  an  "  abuse  of  the  pri- 
vileges of  this  House  such  as  ought  not  to  be  per- 
mitted." 

Mr.  Speaker  replied  that  "the  honorable  mem- 
ber, and  indeed  every  other  honorable  member 
of  the  House,  is  equally  competent  with  myself 


to  construe  sndi  Acts,  and  I  most  leave  it  t» 
honorable  member  to  form  bis  own  opinion  m 

matter." 

With  regard  to  the  other  point  as 
whether  the  proposed  new  clauses 
within  the  scope  of  the  Bill,  I  must  I 
that,  in  my  opinion,  they  are.  The  , 
is  "  a  Bill  for  an  Act  relating  to  a 
marks."  As  honorable  senators  who  h 
already  spoken  have  said,  the  questbi 
what  is  a  trade  mark?  We  have  alrfl 
decided  in  the  Bill  before  us,  under  : 
III.,  "  Registrable  trade  marks,"  cl 
14— 

A  registrable  trade  mark  shall  consist  of  e 
tial  particulars  with  or  without  additional  mi 

Clause  16  states  that  the  additional  i 
ter  which  may  be  added  to  the  essa! 
particulars  of  a  registrable  trade  n 
shall  be — ■ 

(d)  Any  letters,  words,  ox  figures,  or  anyj 
bination  of  words  or  f^nres  or  of  u 
them. 

I  think  it  is  perfectly  within  the  s| 
and  powers  of  this  Committee  and  ofl 
Senate  if  it  chooses  to  restrict  the  use  < 
trade  mark  to  any  particular  trade  or 
cupatioo.  I  consider  also  that  it  is  wi 
the  scope  and  power  of  the  Coaunittee 
of  the  Senate  to  include  in  the  Bill 
clause  -which  will  penmt  to  a  regtst 
trade  tmion  the  right  to  use  a  distinj 
\aixi,  such  as  a  trade  union  □ 
would  be.  We  may  get  some  light  a 
what  is  the  intention  of  the  Senate  I 
reference  to  the  Fraudulent  Trade  M 
Bill,  to  which  the  Bill  before  us  is  a  1 
panion  measure.  If  honorable  sen; 
will  turn  to  the  definition  clause  of 
Fraudulent  Trade  Marks  Bill,  they 
see  there  that  a  trade  mark  includes  a  t 
descripti<m ;  and  a  trade  descriptitm  ir 
lation  to  any  goods  is  defined  to  mean  ' 
description,  statement,  indication,  or 
gestion  direct  or  indirect,"  amouRst  < 
things,  "  as  to  the  class  of  labour  by  » 
goods  are  made."  An  infringemen 
the  law  carries  with  it  a  penalty  u 
j^ioo.  There  is  provided  a  penah 
fine  or  imprisonment,  and  also  a  forfej 
of  goods.  I  therefore  take  it  that  thej 
clauses  proposed  to  be  mo\-ed  by  Set. 
Pearce  are  distinctly  within  the  scope  0 
Bill. 

Senator  DoBSON. —  I  respectfullv 
agree  with  your  ruling,  and  I  hand  ir 

objection. 

In  the  Senate: 

Senator  HIGGS.— I  beg  to  report 
Senator  Dobsw  has  token  eaesption  ic 
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iroe  proposed  new  clauses  sub- 
inator  Pearcs  axe  not  within 
the  Bill;  I  band  to  you,  sir, 
issent. 

sIDENT. — It  appears  to  me 
objections  taken  to  the  ruling 
lan,  or  the  two  so-called  points 
b  have  been  raised,  on  investi- 
e  themselves  into  one,  and  it 
of  order  at  all.  It  is  a  pcunt 
lal  law.  As  I  have  formerly 
5  has  been  the  practice  of  the 
Qce  it  has  been  in  existence,  the 
lot  called  upon  to  interpret  the 

In  the  Constitution  itself 
ided  a  tribunal  for  its  inter- 
1  that  is  the  High  Court.  It 
ogether  beyond  the  scope  of 
I  were  to  assume  to  lay  down 

what  the  Constitution  means, 
t  taken  is  that  these  suggested 
lie  not  within  the  powers  of 
wealth  Parliament,  and  that 
covered  by  the  sub-section  of 
the"  Constitution,  which  gives 
iweaith  power  to  legislate 
xipyrights,  patents  of  inven- 
igns,  and  trade  marks."  That 
ly  resolves  itself  into  this: 
It  sub-section  mean ;  and  what 
"  trade  marks  "  in  that  sub- 

I  were  to  give  an  opinion 
ihould  be  in  fact  interpreting 
ion,  which  I  must  respect- 
:o  do.  As  to  the  second  point, 
□visions  are  not  within  what 
;  scope  of  the  Bill,"  I  may 
o  say  that  I  took  some  trouble 

ago  to  point  out  that  that 
T  way  of  putting  such  a  mat- 
□use  of  Commons  used  to  ap- 

to  the  powers  of  the  Com- 
ke  an  amendment,  but  they 
was  not  a  test  which  worked 
;y  adopted  another.  They 
nmittee  power  to  make  any 
relevant  to  the  subject  mat- 
II."  We  have  adopted  that 
landing  Orders.  Therefore, 
h  we  have  to  apply  in  this 
Lre  the  suggested  amendments 
e  subject-matter  of  the  Bill? 
natter  of  the  Bill  is  the  re- 
trade  marks.  If  these  trade 
ire  trade  marks  the  suggested 
are  undoubtedly  relevant  to 
latter  of  the  Bill.  That 
c  to  the  first  point,  which  is : 
meaning  of  the  Constitution ; 


and  what  do  the  words  "  trade  marks " 
mean  as  used  in  the  Constitution?  The 
two  points  raised,  as  I  have  said,  resolve 
themselves  into  one,  which  is  a  point  of 
constitutional  law,  and  not  a  point  of  order. 
I  agree  with  the  ruling  of  the  Chairman 
of  Committees,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  if 
the  Committee  think  fit  these  amendments 
may  be  inserted  in  the  Bill. 

In  Committee  : 

Senator  PEARCE  (Western  Australia). 
— I  should  like  briefly  to  reply  to  some  of 
the  points  which  have  been  raised  during 
the  debate.  It  has  been  said  that  trade 
unions  will  make  use  of  these  provisions 
as  an  instrument  of  tyranny.  Anyone  who 
views  the  matter  in  a  reasonable  light,  and 
who  has  listened  to  the  speech  made  by 
Senator  Trenwith,  must  agree  that  for  a 
union  to  attempt  to  use  these  provisions  in 
order  to  tyrannise  over  an  employer,  would 
be  to  defeat  the  object  of  the  trade  union 
mark.  The  object  of  providing  a  trade 
union  mark  is  to  induce  the  public  to  buy 
goods  made  under  trade  union  conditions. 
If  the  members  of  a  trade  union  were  to 
use  the  power  of  these  provisions  in  a 
tyrannical  fashion,  the  employer  concerned 
would  make  that  known,  and  public  opin- 
ion, instead  of  being  in  favour  of  a  trade 
union  mark,  would  be  against  it.  The  sale 
of  goods  so  marked  would  be  limited,  and 
that  would  deter  other  employers  from 
using  the  mark.  That  should  dispose  of 
the  objection  which  Senator  Dobson 
brought  for\vard  under  that  heading.  I 
think  that  was  the  only  important  point 
raised. 

Senator  Drake. — What  about  the  point 
I  raised,  that  it  might  assist  the  sale  of 
shoddy  ? 

Senator  PEARCE. — In  answer  to  that 
objection,  I  have  but  to  say  that  the  public 
will  recognise  that  a  trade  union  mark 
is  not  a  guarantee  of  the  materials  from 
which  goods  are  manufactured,  but  of  the 
labour  employed  in  their  manufacture.  Any 
employer  who  wishes  to  identify  goods 
with  his  name,  and  also  with  the  labour 
employed  in  their  manufacture,  will  be 
able  to  put  his  name  on  the  goods,  as  well 
as  the  trade  union  mark.  If  the  public  find 
that  goods  marked  with  a  trade  union  mark, 
and  also  with  the  mark  of  the  manufac- 
turer, are  good  in  material  and  labour, 
they  will  continue  to  purchase  them. 
But  if  they  find  that  goods  marked 
with    the    trade    union    mark    are  not 
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of  good  quality  they  will  very 
soon  know  whose  goods  to  patronize. 
The  objection  is  thus  met  by  the  remark 
that  the  kind  of  thing  feared  will  work  its 
own  cure. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania).— Hav- 
ing dealt  with  the  matter  from  the  legal 
aspect,  I  should  like  to  say  that  I  am  going 
to  support  Senator  Pearce  in  his  endeavour 
to  get  those  clauses  inserted  in  the  Bill. 
When  Senator  Pearce  previously  introduced 
this  question,  he  desired  on  the  interpreta- 
tion clause  to  submit  an  amendment  niaking 
"applicant"  include  any  organization.  I 
pointed  out  then  that  if  the  htxiOTable  sena- 
tor succeeded  in  carrying  his  amendment, 
he  would  not  effect  the  object  he  had  in 
view — that  most  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  would  be  found  inconsistent  with 
the  proposed  amendments,  and  I  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  the  proper  place 
for  such  a  provision  was  in  an  Industrial 
Designs  Bill.  At  that  time  the  amend- 
ments were  not  circulated,  but  simply  read 
to  us;  and  now,  after  more  careful  con- 
sideration, I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  term  "  trade  mark "  in  the  Consti- 
tution is  a  term  to  receive  an  interpreta- 
tion according  to  the  varying  conditions  and 
requirements  of  the  time  aJk  we  progress. 
If  we  were  bound  by  the  interpre- 
tation put  on  the  term  by  ordi- 
nary common  law  —  that  is  by  the 
common  law  of  to-day  —  we  should 
need  a  new  Constitution  every  few  years. 
I  think  the  marks  referred  to  in  the  pro- 
posed clause  oome  within  the  term  "trade 
mark"  in  the  Constitution,  and  that  it  is 
perfectly  competent  to  insert  those  clauses 
in  the  Bill.  As  to  the  merits  of  the  case, 
I  point  out  to  those  who  are  opposed  to 
enabling  unions  to  register  marks,  that, 
under  present  conditions — I  particularly 
draw  the  attention  of  Senators  Dobson  and 
Best,  in  order  that  they  may  see  there  is  no 
fear  of  tyranny — where  there  is  no  regis- 
tration by  a  union  or  organization,  it 
IS  perfectly  competent  for  those  or- 
ganizations in  a  voluntary  way  to  take  out 
marks  and  issue  them  to  different  traders. 
The  ^  object  of  these  clauses  is  simply 
to  give  those  unions  who  choose  to  take 
that  step,  some  property  in  their  own  de- 
signs, so  that  nobody  else  may  pirate  them 
— to  enable  them,  as  organizations,  to  own 
the  particular  designs  or  devices,  which  at 
present  must  be  taken  out  in  the  name  of 
individuals,  who  may  afterwards  prove  dis- 
honest.   The  whole  object  of  the  clause  is 


to  enable  organizations  to  adopt  those  mai 
with  security  to  themselves,  and  to  afforc 
certain  amount  of  guarantee  to  the  pub 
That  seems  to  sum  up  the  whole  of 
merits  of  the  case.  If  Senator  Dobson, 
any  other  honorable  senatOT,.  fears  i 
monopoly  on  the  part  of  an  organizat 
who  registers  one  of  those  devices  

Senator  Dobson. — I  never  mentionec 
word  about  monopoly,  or  used  that  ar 
ment  once. 

Senator  KEATING.— The  honorable! 
learned  senator  used  that  argument  i»  1; 
than  to-night.  if  the  honorable  ; 
learned  senatOT  is  afraid  of  this  registrat 
being  used  as  an  engine  of  tyranny  

Senator  Dobson. — I  never  used  sue 
word. 

Senator  KEATING.— Perhaps  the  \ 
orable  and  learned  senator  did  not 
words  so  expressive,  but  he  ccmveyed 
idea  that  the  unions  would  use  the  re 
tration  to  coerce  certain  employers, 
that  is  the  fear  of  Senator  Dobson,  I  i 
gest  that  he  should  add  a  further  anx 
ment  to  enable  the  Court,  Law  Officer 
Registrar,  in  certain  cases  and  under 
tain  conditions,  where  the  registered  de 
has  been  improperly  used,  to  strike  the  ] 
prietors  off  the  register. 

Senator  DOBSON  (Tasmania). — Ma 
ask  Senator  Pearce  whether  he  thinks 
definition  of  a  trade  union  mark  is  c 
enough  for  the  Court  to  determine? 
clause  says  that  a  trade  union  mark  mt 
a  distinctive  mark  or  device  "  for  the  { 
pose  of  designating  the  products  of 
labour  of  the  members  thereof."    To  c 
more  refer  to  the  Denton  Hat  Mills.  T 
whether  the  goods  which  leave  those  n 
are  not  the  product  of  the  owner?  Sui 
we  cannot  possibly  say  that  goods  ma 
factured  for  the  owners  of  a  factory  | 
the  products  of  the  sUlled  workmen  in  t 
factory. 

Senator  Pearce. — Is  the  honorable  ; 
learned    senator   not  confusing  the  li 
"  product  "  with  the  term  "  property  "  ?  ' 
goods  are  the  property  of  the  owner, 
are  the  product  of  the  labour  of  the  mt 

Senator  DOBSON.— The  owner  of 
fact(ny  ma^  say^  that  the  goods  are  the  \ 
duct  of  his  skill   and  capital,  and  t 
he  employed  men  to  make  them. 

Senator  Thenwith. — In  that  case 
owner  would  not  use  the  mark. 

Senator  DOBSON.— But  what  X  h 
read  is  an  essential  part  of  the  interpT< 
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:rni,  and  I  only  ask  Senator 
r  he  thinks  it  is  clear  enough 
to  give  a  reasonable  construc- 

ARCE. — The  meaning  .is  cer- 
conveyed  to  my  mind  as  a 
[  am  not  responsible  for 
jes  or  does  not  convey  the 
le  legal  mind. 

'BSON.— Supposing  half  the 
tory  were  non-unionists? 
ENWITH. — Then  they  would 
il  to  use  the  mark. 
iBSON.— But  there  might  be 
in  the  factory. 

ZNWiTH. — There  might  be, 
Id  not  be  entitled  to  use  the 

)BSON.— What  a  botch  the 

! 

;w  clause  agreed  to. 

5  (by  Senator  Peabce)  agreed 

iwing  aew  clauses  be  inserted  : — 
ade  union  mark  may  be  registered 
ar  00  the  application  of  a  trade 

ure  for  obtaining  registration,  the 
tration,  and  the  matters  incidental 
on  of  trade  union  marks  shall  be 

far  as  otherwise  prescribed  only 
s  Act  shall  apply  to  trade  union 

e  union  mark  shall  not  be  regis- 
ubstantially  identical  with  or  so 
9  as  to  be  likely  to  deceive  a  regis- 
irk    or  a  registered  trade  union 

(by  Senator  Pearce)  pro- 

)wing  new  clause  be  inserted  : — 
>on  the  registration  of  a  trade  union 
:  union  by  which  it  is  registered 
I  to  be  the  proprietor  thereof  and 
I  to  the  exclusive  use  of  the  mark 
of  designating  the  products  of  the 
lembers  thereof. 

.  of  the  proprietor  of  the  trade 
,11  be  deemed  to  be  infringed  by 
d  use  in  respect  of  the  goods  in 
h  it  is  registered  of  a  mark  idcn- 
ntially  identical  with  the  trade 
so  nearly  resembling  it  as  to  be 
e. 

union  by  which  a  trade  union 
red  may  sue  in  its  registered  or 
to  protect  its  rights  from  infringe- 
over  damages  for  their  infringe- 

)OBSON  (Tasmania).  —  I 
>  ask  Senator  Pearce  what  is 
the  case  1  cited  before,  when 
,  by  regisfering,  is  entitled  to 


the  exclusive  use  of  a  mark?  We  all  agreed, 
I  think,  that,  as  there  is  a  factories  law  in 
Victoria,  a  label  issued  under  such  lawmight 
be  used  again  and  again.  The  meaning  of 
the  clause,  as  I  understand  it,  reading  it 
literally,  is  that  the  first  trade  union 
which  gets  the  right  to  register  the  mark 
will  have  the  exclusive  use  of  it.  Does 
the  clause  not  require  modifying  so  as  to 
enable  all  union  members  who  carry  on  busi- 
ness under  the  factories  law  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  label  ?  If  they  choose  to  have 
different  designs,  let  them  do  so.  How 
Senator  Keating  proposes  to  cause  a  design 
of  a  horse,  cow,  or  a  pair  of  trousers,  to 
inform  the  world  that  it  means  goods  made 
under  labour  conditions  or  factories  laws,  I 
do  not  know. 

Senator  Keating. — The  designs  can  be 
advertised. 

Senator  DOBSON. — It  is  certain  that 
there  cannot  be  many  designs  or  labels 
which  will  be  used  by  trade  unions,  and  it 
would  be  a  great  mistake  to  legislate  so  that 
the  first  who  registered  could  obtain  exclu- 
sive use  of  a  label  which  might  be  applic- 
able to  a  dozen  other  trade  unions. 

Senator  TRENWITH  (Victoria).— It  is 
not  necessary  to  have  exactly  the  same 
design  or  the  same  words  to  convey  the  same 
idea.  In  Victoria,  and,  I  think,  in  New 
South  Wales  also,  most  unions  have  a  cen- 
tra! council — a  form  of  amalgamation — so 
that  probably  there  will  be  one  design  for 
all  the  unions.  That  design  might  be  put 
on  furniture,  clothing,  boots,  hats,  and  every 
possible  conceivable  form  of  production. 

Senator  Dobson. — There  would  have  to 
be  a  union  of  all  the  unions. 

Senator  GtrrHWE. — So  there  is. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— The  central  or 
amalgamated  executive,  if  I  may  so  ex- 
press it,  will  simply  act  for  the  imions,  at 
the  instance  of  the  latter,  and  the  design 
will  probably  be  used  by  a  hundred  dis- 
tinct organizations,  the  use  being  regulated 
by  the  executive.  I  see  no  difficulty  in 
the  matter.  If  more  marks  were  wanted, 
they  could  be  arranged  for,  but,  as  I  say, 
the  probability  is  that  one  mark  will  serve, 
at  any  rate,  for  each  State,  and  in  some  in- 
stances for  the  whole  Commonwealth,  some 
trade  unions  being  not  only  amalgamated, 
but  federated.  If  there  was  any  danger 
in  the  arrangement,  it  ought  to  be  welcome 
to  Senator  Dobson,  because  it  would  tend 
to  break  the  system  down  by  its  own 
weight.  I  know  that  sometimes  the  most 
clear-headed  laymen  are  altogether  wrong  ^ 
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in  reference  to  legal  matters,  but  it  seems 
to  me  that  no  difficulty  vill  arise.  This 
is  not  a  Bill  to  provide  that  there  shall  be 
a  label  showing  that  goods  are  manufac- 
tured in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Factories  Act,  but  merely  a  Bill  giv- 
ing power  to  declare  to  the  public  that 
goods  are  manufactured  under  certain  con- 
ditions. But  even  if  it  were  a  Bill  to 
provide  for  the  registration  of  labels  show- 
ing that  goods  have  been  manufactured 
in  conformity  with  the  provisitxis  of  the 
Factories  Act,  I  am  not  aware  that  it  would 
not  be  possible  for  even  a  doxen  trade  marks 
to  have,  in  some  part,  words  wMch  are 
used  in  other .  trade  marks.  If  it 
were  not  so,  it  would  not  be  pos- 
sible to  have  any  great  variety  of 
marks.  I  understand  that  the  validity  of 
a  trade  mark  is  not  decided  by  any  par- 
ticular part,  but  by  the  whole — by  its  dis- 
tinctiveness from  any  other  mark.  A 
trade  mark  might,  three-fourths  of  it,  be 
similar  to  some  other  mark,  and  yet  be 
completely  distinctive*  and,  if  it  is  suffi- 
ciently distinctive  to  be  free  from  the  dan- 
ger of  piracy,  it  satisfies  the  requirements  of 
the  law. 

Senator  Drake. — Under  the  Bill  an  ap- 
plicant has  to  disclaim  all  mads  that  are 
common. 

Senator  TREN WITH. —Supposing  that 
the  Bootmakers'  Union  desired  to  register  as 
a  mark — "  Boots  made  under  the  provisions 

of  the  Factories  Act,"  could  not  the  Hat- 
makers'  Union  register  "  Hats  made  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Factories  Act."  and  so 
on  ad  wfiniium  f  It  seems  to  me  that  that 
would  be  sufficiently  distinctive. 

Senator  Drake. — I  think  that  these  are 
all  trade  descriptions. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— There  does  not 
seem  to  me  to  be  any  objection  to  some  words 
which  might  be  considered  advantageous 
being  used  by  quite  a  number  of  persons  in 
connexion  with  distinctive  trade  marks.  But 
in  this  instance  it  is  highly  improbable  that 
there  would  be  more  than  one  trade  union 
mark.  I  believe  that  one  trade  union  mark 
would  serve  for  all  the  unions  in  most  of 
the  States — at  any  rate,  in  two  of  them — 
and  in  some  respects  one  trade  union  mark 
would  serve  for  the  whole  Commonwealth. 

Senator  DOBSON  (Tasmania).  —  The 
clear-headed  layman  who  has  just  resimied 
his  seat  has  thrown  considerable  light  on 
the  point,  but  he  has  not  quite  answered 
my  objection.  I  can  understand  that  the 
lat  or  boot  factories  might  form  one  union. 


But,  supposing  that  one  up-to-date  fac 
desiring  to  take  ad%^tage  of  the  Act. 
to  cone  alwig  and  register  the  words  '  *  ! 
under  the  Factories  Act  of  Victoria."  \' 
the  other  unions  came  along  to  register 
trade  union  mark  under  this  provisiot 
Registrar  would  have  to  say  "  No ;  thai 
tion  gives  to  the  first  union  an  excli 
right  to  the  use  of  that  label." 

SenatOT  Fearce. — Has  the  honorable 
learned  senator  observed  in  sub-clau 
the  words  "as  long  as  it  is  not  likel 
deceive"  ? 

Senator  DOBSON.—  Will  it  alio* 
same  label  to  be  registered  over  and 

again  ? 

Senator  Pearce. — As  long  as  it  is 
likelv  to  deceive. 

Senator  DOBSON. —  I  have  not 
with  this  question  before,  although  Sej 
Keating  thinks  that  I  have.  All  I  d 
to  insure  is  that  we  shall  not  give  to 
trade  union  an  en:lusive  right  to  re^ 
a  label  which  is  really  the  property  of  e 
trade  union  working  under  the  Fact 
Act  of  this  or  anv  other  State. 

Senator  TRENWITH  (Victoria).—! 
reminded  bv  Senator  Guthrie  of  a  fact 
bears  out  the  argument  which  I  have  \ 
In  1891  a  Trades  Union  Congress  was 
at  Ballarat,  and  the  question  of  a  C 
union  mark  was  discussed.  There 
adopted  for  the  whole  of  the  trades  of  1 
tralia  one  design — **  888." 

Senator  Dobson. — But  supposing  ' 
another  union  were  to  go  to  the  Reg^ 
first  and  ask  him  to  register  the  mark? 

Senator  TRENWITH.—  My  honoi 
and  learned  friend  is  supposing  somel 
which  could  not  happen.  I 

Senator  Dobson. — It  seems  to  me  d 
a  most  ordinary  thing  that  a  trade  1 
should  wish  to  get  the  benefit  of  the  l| 

Senator  TRENWITH. — SupposinJ 
argument's  sake,  that  a  trade  union  diq 
in  and  register  a  mark  which  wa 
sired  by  the  whole  of  the  trade  unioni 
thereby  prevented  them  from  usin 
What  would  happen?  AH  the  trade  q 
would  say,  "That  is  not  our  trade  1 
and  the  object  in  taking  out  that  tradr 
would  be  entirely  frustrated."  For  j 
diately  a  new  trade  mark  would  be  des 
for  the  trade  tmitms  which  respectei 
wishes  of  their  ccxnrades. 

Senator  Dobson. — ^The  htmorable  H 
has  not  quite  caught  the  point  yet. 
posing  that  it  were  done  in  tiie  arm 
course  of  bg,^^^^  ©©(^gfotrar  4 


Trade  Marks        [ii  August,  1904.]  Bill. 


nra  giving  the  right  of  user 
ie. 

LENWITH.— What  the  hon- 
amed  senator  suggests  might 

about  as  probable  as  that  we 
:  some  sunshine  to-morrow, 
sw  clause  agreed  to. 
>RAKE     (Queensland).  —  A 
n  drafted  by  Senator  Walker 
o  the  views  of  those  who  have 

opinion  very  strongly  that 

these  new  clauses  is  to  in- 
]s  shall  be  made  under  trade 
?ns,  as  to  labour  and  other 
:  clause,  as  it  is  drafted,  is 
n  accord  with  some  of  the 

are  being  moved  by  Senator 
ips  not  in  accord  with  some 

have  been  carried ;  but  as 
a  view  which  has  been  ex- 
any  speakers,  it  is  right  that 
submitted  to  the  Committee. 
3ses  is  that  there  shall  be  no- 
ent  an  employer  from  having 
trade  union  mark  if  his  em* 
onists,  or  if  he  pays  the  union 

and  complies  with  other  ccai- 
ove — 

owing  sew  clause  be  inserted— 
'ithstanding    anything  contained 

trade  union  shall  refuse  to  autbo- 
turei  or  employer  who  adopts  the 
Lod  the  hours  of  employment  fixed 
>  the  trade  of  such  trade  union 
if  the  Commonwealth  or  of  a  State 

so  desires  its  union  trade  mark 
s  of  the  labour  of  the  members 
ed-  by  him  or  to  the  same  kind  of 

labour  of  any  employ<b  not  mem- 
ion  employed  by  him. 
'ty  pounds." 

that  wherever  the  trade  mark 
:  goods  it  shall  be  an  assurance 
's  of  employment  and  the  rate 
!  the  same  as  those  which  are 
trade  union. 

UTHRiE. — Yes,  but  there  are  a 

one  other  conditions. 

EARCE. — Apprentices  and  boy 

'AWSON. — And  girl  labour. 

'benwith. — The  trade  unions 
more.     The    whole  ques- 

onditions  of  employment  is  in- 
trade  union  conditions  " — in- 

conditions  of  apprenticeship. 

)RAKE. — I  understood  from 

in  that  the  rate  of  wages  and 
employment  were  certainly  the 

tters. 


Senator  Best. — The  question  of  boy  and 
girl  labour  is  not  involved. 

Senator   Trenwith. — I  beg  the  honor- 
able and  learned  senator's  pardorL 

Senator  DRAKE.— All  that  Senator 
Walker  asks  in  the  first  part  of  this  provi- 
sion is  that  where  any  manufacturer  is  em- 
ploying union  labour  only,  he  shall  have  the 
right  of  insisting  that  this  trade  labour  mark 
shall  be  put  on  his  goods.  I  apprehend 
that  no  honorable  senator,  who  has  said 
that  there  will  be  nothing  like  a  discriminat- 
ing use  of  this  trade  mark,  can  object  to 
that  part  of  the  provision.  In  the  second 
part  of  his  proposal,  Senator  Walker  wishes 
to  give  the  same  right  to  a  manufacturer 
who  is  employing  men  who  are  not  unionists, 
provided,  of  course,  that  he  is  complying 
with  the  law  of  the  State  with  regard  to  the 
rate  of  wages  and  the  hours  of  employ- 
ment. 

Senator  McGREGOR. — I  wish  to  point 
out  the  very  serious  objections  to  the  pro- 
posed new  clause.     A  manufacturer  may 
employ  in  the  same  factory  fifty  unionists 
and  fifty  non-unionists.     He  may  put  the 
trade  imion  label  on  goods  which  have  been 
produced  by  the  fifty  non-unionists.  In 
fact  the  proposal  complicates  the  question 
so  much  that  it  should  not  be  entertained 
for   a   minute.      Senator  Drake  himself 
seems  to  be  ashamed  of  the  next  portion  of 
the  clause,   which   says  that  a  manufac- 
turer shall  be  entitled  to  use  the  trade  union 
mark  if  he  pays  the  same  wages  and  ob- 
serves the  same  conditions  as  apply  in  the 
case  of  unionists.     A  number  of  hon- 
orable  senators   say   that   a  non-union- 
ist  is  as   good   a  man   as   the  union- 
ist.    A  non-unionist  may,  in  some  cases, 
be  as   religious,   as  strong,   or  as  good 
looking  as  a  unionist.     But  still  there  is 
something  which  distinguishes  a  unionist 
from  a  non-unionist,  and  that  is  that  the 
non-unionist  is  prepared  to  take  wages  and 
enjoy  conditions  of  work  which  have  been 
fought  for   by   the   members  of  unions. 
That  is  where  the  non-unionist  fails.  I 
am  very  sorry  when  I  hear  gentlemen  like 
Senator  Dobson  and  Senator  Fraser  say 
that  they  are  in  favour  of  trade  unions.  I 
know   that   Senator   Dobson   believes  in 
unionism  in  the  interests  of  the  legal  fra- 
ternity.     But  the  moment  trade  unionists 
commence  to  do  anything,  these  same  gen- 
tlemen object  to  them.     So  long  as  union- 
ists do  not  attempt  to  get  butter  at  least 
on  one  side  of  their  bread — so  long  as  they 
are  prepared  to  live  on  the  meanest  fare. 
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to  reside  in  the  humblest  conditions,  and 
to  crawl  through  life  like  insects  or  beasts 
— they  are  all  right,  and  unions  composed 
of  such  individuals  would  at  once  be  taken 
by  the  hand  by  Senator  Dobson  and  his 
friends.  But  so  soon  as  these  men  com- 
bine and  endeavour  to  improve  their  con- 
dition— endeavour  to  get  higher  wages, 
shorter  hours,  and  to  live  under  more  civil- 
ized conditions — these  gentlemen  lose  all 
sympathy  with  them.  The  Russians 
would  love  the  Japanese  if  they  came  with 
the  rifles  loaded  with  sawdust  and  pea  soup. 
The  Japanese  would  love  the  Russians  on 
the  same  conditions.  In  the  same  way 
the  gentlemen  to  whom  I  have  referred  love 
trades  unionists  so  long  as  they  remain  do- 
cile. They  have  the  same  love  for  trade 
unionists  as  they  have  for  their  "coloured 
brethren."  So  long  as  the  Chinese  reside 
in  Little  Bourke-street,  and  Senator  Dob- 
son  resides  in  Toorak,  the  "  coloured 
brethren"  are  all  right.  I  hope  that  the 
clause  will  be  rejected  first,  because  it  will 
create  complication ;  secondly,  because  it 
will  be  unfair  to  those  unions  which  go  to 
the  trouble  to  register  their  trade  marks  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  their  members; 
and  thirdly,  because  it  is  in  conflict  with 
the  clauses  which  we  have  already  carried. 

Senator  PEARCE  (Western  Australia). 
— This  unfortunate  infant  which  was  aban- 
doned in  its  youth  by  Senator  Walker  has 
been  foster -mothered  by  Senator  Drake.  It 
is  somewhat  difficult  to  understand  it.  'First 
of  all  it  seems  to  me  to  be  open  to  objection 
on  the  score  of  its  youth.  It  has  just  been 
placed  in  our  hands,  and  we  are  expected 
immediately  to  grasp  its  meaning.  It  is  a 
\Qiy  complicated  amendment,  and  we  ought 
not  to  be  expected  to  indorse  'its  prinicples 
without  having  an  opportunity  to  test  their 
application.  It  proposes  that  no  trade 
union  shall  refuse  to  authorize  the  issue 
of  its  trade  mark  to  an  employer — 


wlio  adopts  the  rate  of  wagei  and  the  hours  of 
employment  fixed  in  reference  to  the  rate  of  such 
triide  union  under  any  law  of  the  Commonwealth 
or  of  a  State. 

That  is  to  say,  where  that  employer  is  com- 
pelled by  the  law  of  the  Commonwealth  or 
of  a  State  to  observe  trade  union  conditicms, 
he  may  make  use  of  a  trade  union  mark 
and  a  trade  union  is  compelled  to  allow  him 
'o  do  so.  But  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
I  hat  individual  from  getting  a  trade  mark 
nf  his  own.  In  that  trade  mark  he  could 
point  out  that  his  goods  were  being  made 
under  conditions  that  he  was  cc»npelled 

I 


to  observe  by  Commonwealth  o 
law.  ,  There  is  nothing  to 
any  manufacturer  from  doing 
The  clause  does  not  specify  in  wt 
portions  the  goods  may  have  been  n 
tured  by  trade  unionists  or  by  nc«i-u 
It  goes  on  to  say  that  a  manufactur 
if  he  so  desires,  apply  a  trade  union 

to  the  products  of  the  labour  of  the 
thereof  employed  by  him  or  to  the  ume 
products  of  the  labour  of  any  employes  e 
bers  of  such  union  employed  by  him. 

That  is  practically  a  negation  of  tb 
of  the  provisions  which  we  have  pass 
regard  to  trade  union  marks.  If 
union  mark  is  to  be  a  trade  unicxi  ii 
must  be  applied  to  goods  which  are 
duct  of  trade  unionists.  If  it  is  to  be 
union  mark,  let  us  say  sa  It  seem 
that  the  clause  is  unnecessary,  comp 
and  not  in  accordance  with  the 
which  we  have  agreed  to. 

Senator  GIVENS  (Queensland).— 
to  point  out  a  discrepancy  which  i 
sufficient  to  kill  this  clause  forthwith. 
69A  says  that  a  trade  union  mark 
be  a  distinctive  mark  or  device,  ado] 
a  trade  union  for  the  purpose  of  distil 
ing  goods  the  product  of  the  members 
of.  But  this  proposed  new  clause  pi 
that  an  employer  may  apply  the  tradt 
mark  to  goods  which  are  the  product 
labour — 

of  the  members  thereof  employed  by  hie 
the  same  kind  of  products  of  the  same 
of  any  employes  not  members  of  such  un 

So  that  this  new  clause  would  destr 
that  we  have  already  done. 

Senator  Drake. — That  is  often  d< 
Comipittee. 

Senator  GIVENS.— It  is  often  doi 
the  purpose  of  emasculating  a  Bill,  bi 
to  make  a  Bill  effective,  or  to  carry  c 
objects.  We  have  decided  that  a  trade 
mark  shall  only  be  used  for  the  purp( 
designating  goods  made  by  the  memb 
the  trade  union.  Now  we  are  asked 
behind  that,  and  say  that  a  trade 
mark  may  be  used  to  designate  goods 
by  non-unionists.  It  is  not  necessa 
argue  on  so  ridiculous  a  proposal.  I 
Committee  adopted  it  thev  would  si 
all  that  was  agreed  to  a  little  w^ile  a 
Senator  CLEMONS'  (Tasmania).— 
just  as  well  that  we  should  understand 
this  clause  means.  The  object  of  it  is 
clear.  It  is  aimed,  amongst  other  thin 
preventing  the  exclusive  use  of  trade  1 

Digitized  by  Google 


Trade  Marks        [n  August,  1904.] 


Bin. 


4133 


;  unionists.  In  his  remarks 
noon  Senator  Pearce  told  us 
inicHi  mark  would  necessarily 
a  purchaser  of  goods  bearing 
.t  they  were  manufactured 
ditions.  But  what  has  been 
the  course  of  the  debate  is 
r  how  fair  the  conditions 
ods  have  been  manufactured, 
lat    may  be   the    rate  of 

0  employes,  or  the  hours 
ployment,  and  no  matter 
t  the  exclusion  of  boy 
ur  may  have  been  in  the 
:h.the  goods  have  been  manu- 
le  one  essential  condition  is 
le  manufacturer  does  not  be- 
•  union,  every  honorable  sen- 
of  these  clauses  is  prepared 
these  goods  the  stigma  that 
lows  when  this  preference  is 
ds  manufactured  by  trade 
that  admitted? 
BVSON. — It  is  not. 
lMONS.— Why  have  not  hon- 

1  opposite  the  courage  to  ad- 
really  propose?   They  will 

)ecause  they  are  afraid  to  do 
;annot  fool  me  or  the  general 
he  idea  that  what  they  are 
that  all  goods  shall  be  manu- 
;r  fair  conditions.    I  repeat 
ot  matter  how  fair  the  condi- 
tiow  rigidly  an  employer  may 
;d  to  trade  union  rules,  if  he 
1  the  trade  union  honorable 
site  are  prepared  to  deny  to 
its  supposed  to  be  attached  to 
se  the  trade  union  mark. 
Largie.— There  is  nothing  to 
laving  a  non-union  mark. 
.EMONS.— Yes;  but  honor- 
are  giving  the  public  to  un- 
goods  bearing  the  trade  union 
:ially  good.    I  am  prepared  to 
that  the  rules  of  trade  unions 
;uarantee    good    wages,  fair 
iloyment,  and  the  proper  ex- 
1  and  boy  labour.    But  why  do 
lators  by  these  clauses  say  that 
nployers  who  belong  to  trade 
hould  have  the  right  to  use  the 
nark? 

AWSON. — We  do  not  say  that 


IxTTHBiE. — We  want  the  em- 
\  the  unions,  not  the  employers. 
LEMONS.— That  is  just  the 
[  desiredv    The  intention  is  to 


use  these  provisions  as  a  lever  to  cmnpel 
employers  to  employ  only  trade  union  men, 
because  if  they  do  not  the  goods  which  thej 
manufacture  will  be  beaten  in  competition 
by  reason  of  the  value  attached  to  the  tradt 
union  mark.  The  real  object  of  these  pro- 
visions is  to  get  men  into  the  trade  unions. 
I  have  no  objection  to  honorable  senators 
enforcing  their  views  as  strongly  as  they 
please,  but  I  have  an  utter  contempt  for 
their  cowardice  in  not  admitting  their  real 
reasons. 

Senator  Dawson. — The  honorable  and 
learned  senator  is  starting  de  novo.  He  does 
not  know  what  has  been  said  during  the 
debate.  • 

Senator    CLEMONS.  —  No  honorable 
senator  will  object  to  a  mark  which  will 
place  a  stigma  upon  goods  made  under  bad 
condiitions.    We  absolutely  prevent  the  im- 
portation of   anything   made    by  prison 
labour,  and  that  is  no  doubt  a  good  thing 
to  do.    But  the  result  is,    that  similar 
goods,   which  have  not  the  prison  label, 
are  given  an  advantage.      Here  we  are 
adopting  the  converse  practice,  and  I  say 
that  it  will  be  necessarily  unfair  to  many 
employers  and  their  employes.    This  prac- 
tice is  being  adopted  for  one  reascm,  and 
for  no  other,  and  that  is,  to  compel  men 
to  join  trade  unions.    Will  any  honorable 
senator  contend  that  an  employer  cannot 
be  a  fair  and  an  honest  man,  and  that  an 
employ^  cannot  be  a  man  with  a  proper 
regard  for  the  interests  of  his  own  class 
unless  he  joins  a  union  ?    Yet  that  conten- 
tion is  the  necessary  corollary  to  the  exclu- 
sive use  proposed  for  these   trade  union 
marks. 

Senator  Peabce. — We  have  dealt  with 
these  points  all  the  afternoon.  The  hon- 
orable and  learned  senator  has  been  absent^ 
and  he  expects  us  to  go  over  them  again. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— The  honorable 
senator  is  not  entitled  to  make  a  personal 
reference  to  me,  and  to  say  whether  I  have 
been  absent  or  not.  I  have  no  wish  to 
refer  to  private  conversations,  but  when 
such  a  personal  reference  is  made,  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  I  was  not  present,  be- 
cause the  Vice-President  of  the  Executive 
Council  assured  me  officially  that  the 
Senate  would  not  be  sitting  after  dinner. 

Senator  McGregor. — I  said  if  this  Bill 
were  carried. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— There  was  no 
condition  whatever  mentioned.  There  is 
no  reason  why  this  measure  should  be 
rushed  through.    Has  the  Senate  been  so 
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busy  of  late  that  the  moment  Hmething 
which  is*  of  interest  to  honorable  senators 

is  sutMnitted,  it  should  be  rushed  through 
with  undue  haste?  Has  the  Senate,  under 
the  leadership  of  the  present  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council,  been  so  con- 
spicuous for  work,  or  enhanced  its  reputa- 
tion so  much,  by  doing  anything  worth 
doing  this  sessicMi.  that  when  such  amend- 
ments as  these  are  sutwaitted,  which 
individual  senators  can  debate,  and 
in  connexion  with  which  we  may  possibly 
suggest  to  the  outside  public  that  the  Senate 
is  doing  something  to  justify  its  existence, 
they  should  be  rushed  through. 

Senator  de  Labgie. — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  Is  the  honorable  and  learned  sena- 
tor in  order  in  discussing  the  work  of  the 
Senate  in  the  way  in  which  he  is  discussing 
it  at  the  present  time? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  do  not  think  the 
honorable  and  learned  senator  is  out  of 
order.  A  statement  has  been  made  con- 
cerning himself,  and  I  think  he  is  entitled 
to  reply  to  it. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  point  out  that 
the  first  part  of  the  proposed  amendment 
practically  suggests  the  state  of  things  I 
have  indicated.  It  is  aimed  against  the 
exclusive  use  of  the  right  to  these  trade 
unicm  marks  by  trade  uni(ms,  and  the  rea- 
stm  urged  is  that  it  is  conceivable  that  fair 
conditions,  which  are  demanded  by,  and 
which  it  is  asserted  exist  in,  trade  unions, 
may  be  complied  with  by  other  people. 

Senator  Givens. — Has  not  the  proprie- 
tor of  a  private  trade  mark  the  right  to 
the  exclusive  use  of  it  ? 

Senator  CLEMONS. — Yes,  but  honor- 
able senators  opposite  are  arguing  that  a 
union  should  have  the  right  to  the  exclusive 
use  of  a  trade  mark. 

Senator  Tbenwith. — Why  should  it  not 
as  well  as  the  proprietor  of  "Warner's 
Safe  Cure,"  or  "Pink  Pills"? 

Senator  CLEMONS. — I  do  not  agree 
that  a  trade  union  should  have  the  ex- 
clusive right  to  this  mark  on  the  ground 
that  it  gives  a  guarantee  that  the  goods  to 
n-hich  it  is  attached  have  been  produced 
under  conditions  of  good  wages  and  proper 
hours  of  employment. 

Senator  Givens. — It  is  a  guarantee  that 
they  have  been  made  by  the  members  of 
the  union. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— At  last  I  have 
got  an  adnussion. 

Senator  Peasce. — ^That  has  been  said  all 
the  afterno(»i. 


Senator  CLEMONS.— I  have  said  jj 
now  that  honorable  senators  oppoute  a 

afraid  to  admit  their  real  intention.  It 
now  admitted  by  Senator  Givens,  who  m 
I  suppose,  speak  for  other  honorable  sen 
tors  of  the  Labour  Party,  that  the  real  c 
ject  of  these  provisions  is  to  give  this  i 
elusive  right  to  trade  unu}ns,  because  tb 
are  trade  unicHis. 

Senator  Givens.— The  right   to  u: 
trade  union  mark  in  the  same  way  t^ 
private  manufacturer  is  entitled  to 
enlusive  use  of  his  private  trade  mark. 

Senator  CLEIklONS. — Let  me  point 
what  this  implies.   It  implies  that  ev< 
one  must  be  necessarily  satisfied  with  I 
trade  unions.  There  is  no  appeal  frcm  tb 
allowed. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  pul^ic  have 
remedy  in  thmr  own  hands  if  thev  do 

like  it 

Senator  CLEMONS.— The  public  h 
no  remedy. 

Senator  Peabce. — The  public  are 
compelled  to  buy  these  ^x>dsj  they  canb 
what  they  lik& 

Senator  CLEMONS.— If  that  is  so.  w! 
is  the  value  of  these  proviaons.  and  n 
do  honorable  senators  desire  to  have  th 
trade  union  marks? 

Senator  Givens. — Why  is  the  honora 
and  learned  senator  afraid  of  it  ? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  am  not  afcj 
of  it,  but  I  am  protesting  against  I 
proposal,  because  it  represents  class  pri 
lege.  The  contention  of  honorable  se.i 
tors  opposite  is  still  that  the  monopolv 
good  conditions  of  labour  is  enjoyed  oi 
by  trade  unionists.  What  can  the  <Jo) 
of  these  provisions  be,  but  to  induce  ev' 
one  to  join  a  trade  imion?  H<xiora 
senators  object  to  the  use  of  the  trade  un 
mark  by  other  persons  because  they 
not  comply  with  their  conditions  in  ev« 
respect.  If  it  were  proved  to  the  satisfj 
tion  of  Senator  Guthrie  that  the  goods  si 
mitted  for  sale  by  a  certain  manufacti:] 
were,  as  regards  the  conditions  of  labo 
employed  in  their  manufacture,  made 
e\'ery  respect  under  trade  union  com 
tions,  would  the  honorable  senator  gi 
such  a  manufacturer  equal  rights  with  tb^ 
which  he  now  claims  for  trade  unions? 

Senator  Guthme. — Certainly  not ;  1 
cause  this  refers  to  trade  uni<His. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— That  bears  n 
my  contrition  that  the  claim  that  the  obi( 
of  th«e  clauses  is  to  insure  that  goods  shi 
be  manufactorod  under  fair  conditio: 
must  be  withdrawn.     Tlwy  have  rea] 
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\o  with  good  conditions ;  they 
to  trade  unions,  who  are  to  be 
;es  of  what  fair  conditions  are.  I 
t  shall  be  understood  that  hon- 
ors voting  for  these  new  clauses 
for  trade  unionism  pure  and 
utterly  irrespective  of  fair  con- 
Lbour  which  may  be  complied 
sons  who  are  not  members  of 
s ;  whilst  honorable  senators 
the  amendment  are  voting  for 
ion  of  equal  conditions'  to  other 
may  not  belong  to  any  trade 

IcGREGOR.— I  wish  to  make 
ion  with  respect  to  a  statement 
leen  made  by  Senator  demons 

that  I  informed  him  that  the 
d  not  sit  after  dinner.  I  had 
1  that  we  should  sit  after 
nfonned  every  honorable  sena- 
te to  me  on  the  subject  that  this 
go  through  very  quickly,  be- 
ticipated  that  it  would.  I 
be  quickly  passed  through  Corn- 
use  there  has  been  a  number 
nts  made  in  it,  and  some  ques- 
icen  asked  with  respect  to  those 
,  and  I  desired  that  the  Bill 
to  the  report  stage    that  we 

before  us  a  clean  print  of  it 
.  Then  every  honorable  sena- 
it  as  amended,  would  have  a 
ledge  of  it  than  Senator  Cle- 
to  possess  at  the  present  time, 
lave  a  clean  copy  of  the  Bill 

before  us,  I  should  have  no 

its  recommittal,  if  that  were 
lecessary. 

XEMONS  (Tasmania).— I  de- 
ke  a  personal  explanation  in 
'hat  has  been  said  by  the  Vice- 
f  the  Executive  Council.  The 
snator  definitely  and  distinctly 
that  under  no  circumstances 
Senate  sit  after  dinner. 
McGregor. — Then  the  hon- 
leamed  senator  must  have  mis- 
me. 

TRENWITH  (Victoria).— I 
ion  to  the  aggressive  and  some- 
ve  manner  of  Senator  Clemons. 
ible  and  learned  senator  has 
ionorable  senators  who  advocate 
lauses  as  being  too  cowardly  to 
in  things  which  he  said  were 
I  think  that  is  altogether  un- 
it is  quite  competent  for  us 
:  evils  in  any  proposed  legisla- 
t  attributing  evil  intentions  to 


those  who  think  they  are  not  evil. 
I  think  that  Senator  Clemons  himself  dis- 
plays a  certain  amount  of  cowardice  when 
he  is  afraid  that  he  or  some  others  who 
may  be  doing,  as  he  says,  everything  that 
is  required  and  fair,  will  not  get  the  ad- 
vantage of  a  trade  mark  which  has  been 
registered  by  people,  who,  through  very 
many  years,  have  made  personal  sacrifices, 
and  suffered  social  ostracism — who  have 
in  times  past  endured  imprisonment — in 
order  to  secure  what  is  now  considered  so 
desirable  that  it  is  thought  people  will  pur- 
chase ,  goods  because  these  goods  bear  thai 
mark.  Senator  Clemons  wishes  to  obtain 
the  use  of  this  mark  for  people  who  have 
never  made  any  sacrifices,  or  contributed 
towards  the  struggle  'in  the  past— except 
on  the  other  side—  but  who  at  last,  owing 
to  causes  over  which  they  had  no  control, 
have  been  compelled  to  do  by  law  what 
they  would  otherwise  not  have  done.  They 
are  compelled,  by  a  policeman  standing 
outside,  to  comply  with  the  law,  and  tht 
honorable  senator  wants  such  people  to  have 
attached  to  their  goods,  a  mark  indicating 
that  they  have  been  produced  by  people 
who  have  made  sacrifices  in  order  to  secure 
fair  conditions,  not  merely  for  themselves, 
but  for  workers  everywhere. 

Senator  Clemons. — Is  the  label  to  be 
given  because  of  past  history,  or  because  of 
present  conditions  ? 

Senator  TRENWITH.— The  desire  for 
a  label  did  not  grow  to-day,  nor  yesterday, 
nor  last  year,  nor  the  year  before  that. 
Trade  unionists  wish  to  indicate  to  the 
people  who,  it  is  thought  approve  of  trade 
unionism,  that  the  goods  -they  purchase  are 
maxle  under  proper  conditions.  It  is 
believed  that  such  a  mark  will  be  an  in- 
ducement to  people  to  purchase;  and  there- 
fore the  trade  unionis  desire  to  have  ex- 
clusive ownership  in  their  property. 

Senator  Olemons. — For  what  reason? 

Senator  TRENWITH.— For  the  same 
reason  that  the  proprietor  of  "  Warner's 
Safe  Cure  "  would  not  allow  the  proprietor 
of  "  Clemons'  Safe  Cure,"  though  the  lat- 
ter might  be  just  as  good  in  every  way,  to 
use  the  name  of  "  Warner." 

Senator  Clemons.^ — Is  the  mark  given  on 
account  of  past  history  or  of  present  con- 
ditions 7 

Senator  TRENWITH.— It  is  given  for 
both. 

Senator  Clemons. — Then,  if  an  appli- 
cant has  no  past  history,  such  as  has  been 
indicated,  he  is  debarred? 

Digitized  by  Goog 


4136  Trade  Marks  [SENATE.] 


BiU. 


Senator  TREN WITH. —Such  an  appli- 
cant is  debarred  from  no  privilege  which 
the  law  gives.  There  will  probably  be 
thousands  of  trade  marks  registered,  each 
of  which  will  be  the  property  of  some  in- 
dividual, or  some  corporation ;  and  it  would 
be  obviously  unfair^and  illogical  to  ask  that 
a  corporation,  which  had  registered  and  be- 
come a  proprietor,  should,  for  some  reason, 
be  compelled  to  give  the  advantages  of  their 
property  to  some  jjersnns  who  had  no  right 
to  it. 

Senator  Givens. — The  other  side  are  ad- 
vocating confiscation. 

Senator  TREN  WITH.— They  are  advo- 
cating spoIiaticHi.  The  object  of  a  trade 
mark  can  only  be  to'indicate  a  certain  qual- 
ity. If  that  quality  of  trades  unionism 
has  no  special  virtue  in  the  public 
mind,  then  a  trade  union  mark  will  not 
secure  any  advantage  to  the  user ; 
but  if  it  is  a  fact — however  stupid  or 
illogical  it  may  appear — that  the  public 
mind  is  fixed  upon  obtaining  this  particular 
quality  of  trade  unionism  in  the  products 
purchased,  the  public  have  a  right,  when 
they  see  the  trade  imion  mark  to  know  that 
they  get  what  they  want.  If  we  compel  or 
allow  the  application  of  a  trade  union  mark 
to  goods  not  made  by  trades  xmions,  we  shall 
by  legislation  be  proceeding  to  deceive  the 
public.  I  feel  that  the  proposal  to  give  an 
elusive  right  in  a  trade  union  mark  com* 
mends  itself  so  cranpletely  to  the  majority 
of  honorable  senators,  that  there  is  no  rea- 
9xxi  to  doubt  its  adc^tion ;  and  I  should  not 
have  risen  at  this  stage  had  1  not  felt  that 
the  remarks  of  $enator  demons  were  un- 
called for  and  in  extremely  bad  tasfe. 

Senator  PEARCE  (Western  Australia). 
— I  regret  having  used  the  terms  I  did  to- 
wards Senator  Clemons.  I  used  those 
terms,  however,  under  the  great  provocation 
that  after  we  had  devoted  time  to  dealing 
with  the  clauses  (me  by  one,  Senator  de- 
mons, to  my  mind,  showed  a  disposition  to 
re-open  the  whole  question. 

Senator  Clemons. — I  spedally  asked 
about  this  clause  ccmiing  on.  I  quite  under- 
stand that  Senator  Pearce  was  under  a  mis- 
apprehension. ' 

Question— That  the  proposed  new  clause 
be  inserted — put.    The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes  ... 
Noes  ... 

Majority 


4 
14 

TO 


Ayes. 


Dobson,  H. 
Drake,  J.  G. 
Mulcahy,  £. 


Teller: 
Clemons,  J.  S. 


Noes. 


O'Keefe.  D.  J. 
Pearce,  G.  F. 
Smith,  M.  S.  C. 
Story,  W.  H. 
Trcnwith,  W.  A. 

Teller: 
Henderson,  G. 


Croft,  J.  W. 
Dawson,  A. 
De  Largic,  H. 
Givens,  T. 
Guthrie,  R.  S. 
Higgs,  W.  G. 
Keating,  J.  H. 
McGregor,  G. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Proposed  new  clause  negatived. 

Amendment  (by  Senator  Peakce)  p 

posed — . 

That  the  following  new  clause  be  inserted  : 
"  69E.— I.  No  person  shall  wilfully  infringe  : 

rights  of  the  proprietor  of  a  regiaten^  ti;, 

union  mark. 

Penalty  :  Fifty  pounds. 

2.  No  person  shall  knowingly  sell  or  expose  I 
sale  or  have  in  his  possession  for  sale  or  for  li 
purpose  of  trade  or  manufacture  any  goods] 
which  any  mark  if  applied  in  infringement  of 
rights  of  the  proprietor  of  a  registered  trade  un 
mark. 

Penalty  :  Fifty  pounds. 

3.  For  the  purposes  of  this  section  a  mark  sh 
be  deemed  to  be  applied  to  goods  if — ■ 

[a)  it  is  applied  to  the  goods  themselves,  or 
{b)  it  is  applied  to  any  covering  label  reel 
thing  in  or  with  which  the  goods  are  n 
or  exposed  or  had  in  possession  for  a 
purpose  of  trade  or  mannfacture,  or 
{()  it  18  used  in  any  manner  likely  to  lead 
the  belief  that  it  describes  or  designii 
the  goods.  I 

4.  Nothing  in  this  section  shall  affect  any  ci 
remedy  for  the  infringement  of  the  rights  of  I 
proprietor  of  a  registered  trade  mark." 

Senator  DOBSON  (Tasmania).  ~ 
thought  that  every  member  of  the  Sena 

would  have  voted  for  the  clause  which  hi 
just  been  rejected.  All  who  spoke  on 
admitted  that  there  was  something  in  il 
point  raised,  but  contended  that  it  was  ni 
likely  a  label  would  be  refused.  Do 
Senator  McGregor  intend  to  submit  a  clau; 
to  cure  the  defect  which  I  think  is  a 
mitted  ? 

Senator  McGregor. — I  do  not  think  the 
is  any  defect. 

Senator  DOBSON.— May  I  ask  the  Vi 
President  of  the  Executive  Council  when  h 
intends  to  report  progress?  I 
Senator  McGREGOR.— I  have  intimate 
to  almost  every  honorable  senator  the  reasn 
why  we  are  sitting  late  to-night.  Had  I 
not  been  for  unnecessary  discussimi.  tli 
Senate  might  have  risen  before  dinner.  M 
idea  is  to  get  through  ^  Bill  and  have  | 
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lat  we  may  have  a  clean 
Ls  very  little  contentious  mat- 
remaining  clauses. 
BSON  (Tasmania). — A  num- 
ile  senators  have  gone  away, 
of  no  use  for  us  to  proceed 
id  pretend  that  we  are  legis- 

vsoN. — Why  did    they  not 

BSON.— They  arranged  to 
twing    that    the  Senate  in 
ss  out  of  a  hundred  has  ad- 
ten  o'clock. 

vsoN. — Cannot  we  pass  the 
ses  fro  forma  to-night,  and 
later  on? 

BSON.— Senator  McGregor 
■  shallow  the  whole  pretence 
at  he  intends  to  get  this  con- 
•e,  which  raises  some  exceed- 
its,  put  through  Before  we 
3ok  up  some  minutes  in  abus- 
I  did  Senator  Givens.  I  de- 
le  at  a  reasonable  hour,  and 
to  work  for  a  reasonable 
lid  like  Senator  McGregor  to 
t  time  he  proposes  to  ad- 

iSEGOR. — As  soon  as  the  Bill 

BSON.— That  is  no  answer 

jREGOR. — That  is  all  the  an- 
e. 

LCAHY. — Will  the  honorable 
1  assurance  that  he  will  not 
ommittal  of  the  Bill  ? 

jREGOR. — ^Yes. 

»BSON.~lf  the  honorable 
;ist  on  proceeding  with  legis- 
our,  I  must  leave  the  Cham- 
must  get  home  bv  a  certain 
wish  to  be  locked  out.  Do 
he  honorable  senator  to  say 
ng  to  give  an  assurance  that 
will  be  made  to  the  recom- 
Jill  or  any  clause  thereof? 

jREGOR. — Certainly  not ;  the 
the  honorabFe  and  learned 

R.ENWITH  (Victoria).— I 
;h  Senator  McGregor  in  his 
progress  with  the  Bill,  but 
saying  that  it  is  not  a  good 
islating  to  pass  clauses  fro 
purpose  of  printing  them  and 
xjmmittal.  We  ought,  in 
make  the  Bill  as  perfect  as 


possible,  and  there  ought  to  be  very  rarely 
a  necessity  for  recommittal.  I  would  sug- 
gest that  as  it  is  half-past  10  o'clock,  and 
it  is  still  early  in  the  session.  Senator 
McGregor  should  consent  to  report  progress. 
I  would  point  out  to  him  that  it  is  not 
wise  at  this  stage  in  the  session,  when  we 
have  still  three  or  four  months  before  us, 
to  so  rush  measures  as  to  irritate  or  neces- 
sitate an  honorable  senator  to  leave  the 
Chamber,  because  he  must  get  home,  al- 
though he  would  like  to  take  part  in  the 
legislation.  We  ought  to  do  our  work 
generally  in  the  session  before  11  o'clock 
at  night. 

Senator  Clemons. — I  desire  to  know, 
sir,  whether  the  honorable  senator  is  in 
order  in  discussing  on  this  clause  the 
desirability  of  adjourning? 

Senator!  Dobson. — I  was  allowed  to  ask 
a  question  on  the  subject 

Senator  Trenwith. — My  remarks  arose 
out  of  a  statement  by  Senator  McGregor 
that  he  intended  to  go  on  until  the  Bill 
was  reported.  It  seems  to  me  we  are 
entitled  to  discuss  that  question. 

Senator  McGregor. — Nearly  all  the 
contentious  part  of  the  Bill  has  been  pas- 
sed. I  have  agreed  to  a  number  of  amend- 
ments, and  the  remaining  clauses  can  be 
passed  in  ten  minutes.  I  propose  to  move 
for  an  adjournment  over  next  week,  so  that 
honorable  senators  may  see  a  fresh  print  of 
the  Bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  remarks  of 
Senator  Trenwith  arose  out  of  a  question 
asked  by  Senator  Dobson  as  to  the  wisdom 
of  adjourning  the  discussion  on  the  Bill, 
and  I  allowed  that  subject  to  be  discussed, 
because  I  thought  it  was  the  wish  of  the 
majority  of  the  Committee,  but  I  propose 
now  to  ask  honorable  senators  to  confine 
their  remarks  strictly  to  the  question  be- 
fore the  Chair. 

Senator  DOBSON  (Tasmania).— I  do 
not  think  that  Senator  McGregor  has  any 
right  to  say  that  we  are  going  to  stop  here 
until  the  Bill  is  put  through.  He  might 
mention  an  hour  when  he  is  willing  to  ad- 
journ. If  he  still  adheres  to  the  idea  of 
stopping  here  until  the  Bill  is  passed  

Senator  Pearce. — I  submit  that  the 
honorable  and  learned  senator  is  not  in  order 
in  discussing  the  question  of  our  stopping 
here. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
senator  is  not  in  order  in  discussing  any 
question  but  the  proposed  new  clause  69E. 
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Motion  (by  Senator  Mulcaht)  n^a- 
tived. 

That  the  Chairman  do  now  leave  the  Chair, 
report  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Senator  DOBSON  (Tasmania).— Will 
Senator  McGregor  be  good  «xmgh  to  ex- 
plain dn  what  manner  a  trade  mark  or,  as 

I  prefer  to  call  it,  a  trade  label,  of  this 
description  could  be  infringed  ?  Can  he 
give  the  Committee  an  illustration  of  an 
infringement? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  honorable 
and  learned  senator  ought  to  know  that  if  a 
trade  mark  be  used  by  an  individual  with- 
out the  sanction  of  a  trade  union  by  which 
it  was  registered^  that  will  be  an  infringe- 
ment 

Proposed  new  clause  agreed  ta 
Amendment  (by  S^ator  Fearce)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  following  new  clause  be  inserted — 
"69F. — I.  A  trade  union  mark  may  be  removed 
from  the  register  fot  the  causes  and  in  the  man- 
ner and  by  the  person  prescribed. 

2.  Subject  to  this  section  the  registration  of  a 
trade  union  mark  shall  continue  for  fourteen 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  it  shall  cease, 
unless  renewed  in  the  manner  prescribed. 

3.  A  trade  union  mark  shall  not  be  assigned  so 
long  as  its  regisTration  continues." 

Clauses  70  to  89  agreed  to. 
Clause  90 — ■ 

X.  If  the  King  is  pleased  to  apply  to  the  Com- 
monwealth any  law  of  the  United  Kingdom  for 
carrying  into  eSect  any  arrangement  made  with 
the  Government  of  any  foreign  State  for  the  mu- 
tual protection  of  trade  marks,  then  any  person 
who  has  applied  for  protection  for  any  trade  mark 
in  the  United  Kingdom  or  the  Isle  of  Man,  or 
in  any  foreign  State  with  which  the  arranjre- 
ment  has  been  made,  diall  be  entitled  to  regis- 
tration of  his  trade  mark  under  this  Act  in 
priority  to  other  applicants,  and  such  registrafion 
shall  have  the  same  date  as  the  date  of  the  origi- 
nal application  in  the  United  Kingdom  or  the 
Isle  of  Man  or  such  foreign  State  as  the  case 
may  be  :  Provided  that  such  application  shall  be 
made  within  four  months  from  such  person  apply- 
ing for  protection  in  the  United  Kingdom  or 
the  Isle  of  Man  or  the  foreign  Sute  with  which 
the  arrangement  is  in  force  

Senator  PEARXI^E  (Western  Australia). 

— I  move — 

That  the  word  "four,"  line  16,  be  left  out, 
with  a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word 
"  six." 

This  amendment  is  not  very  important.  The 
objecC  of  it  is  that  a  person  in  the  United 
Kingdom  wishing  to  apply  for  a  trade 
mark  in  the  Commonwealth  may  have  suf- 
ficient time  in  which  to  make  his  applka- 
tim.  The  Government  approve  of  the 
''endment. 


Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania).  -| 
siiould  like  to  have  a  further  reascm  for 
alteration  of  four  months  to  six.  Sen 
Pearce  knows  vtry  well  that  it  does 
take  six  mcHiths  for  a  letter  to  come 
England  to  any  part  of  Australia. 

Senator  Pearce.  —  The  time  all 
under  the  State  law  is  three  months. 

Senator  CLEMONS. — I  have  no  pan 
lar  objection  to  the  alteration,  but  I  wo 
that  the  Vice-President  of  the  Execi 
Coimcil  should  agree  to  it,  when  it  is 
dent  that  four  months  would  be  quite 
ficent. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— In  other 
visions  of  the  Bill  it  was  onuldered  d 
able  to  extend  the  time.     It  is  (mly 
that  a  merchant  or  manufacturer  residir 

England,  wishing  to  register  in  Austi 
should  have  an  opportunity  to  do  so.  ' 
though  a  letter  might  come  in  five  veel 
might  be  necessary  ior  the  merchant  to 
an  answer  from  Australia,  and  then  to  ^ 
back  again.  There  can  be  no  barm  ir 
extension  of  the  time.  An  occurrence! 
the  seizure  of  the  steamer  Maltuca  ni 
delay  the  receipt  of  a  letter. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania).- li 
explanation  whidi  the  Vice-President  oi 
Executive  Council  gives  is  a  good  ad 
is  obvious  that  the  extension  of  the  tin! 
six  months  is  not  sufficient.  If  it  is 
sired  that  there  sliall  be  time  for  a  lett* 
come  from  England  to  Australia,  f( 
reply  to  be  sent,  and  for  another  answe 
letter  to  be  despatched,  it  is  cutting  it  ra 
short  to  allow  only  six  months.  Inqii 
cannot  be  answered  at  once  in  many  c 
I  wish  to  make  it  certain  that  the  '* 
lowed  is  ample. 

Senator  MULCAHY  (Tasmania), 
understood  that  it  was  agreed  that  th 
maining  clauses  of  the  Bill  should  be  pd 
without  amendment,  and  that  there  sh 
subsequently  be  a  recommittaJ. 

Senator  Pearce.-  —  Can  the  hcmo: 
member  discuss  the  adjournment 
amendment  before  the  Chair? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— It  is  not  in 
for  the  honorable  member  to  discuss 
adjournment  on  this  amendment. 

Senator  MULCAHY.— With  due  d 
ence  to  you,  sir,  I  think  that  I  am  in  or 

Senator      Dawson. — I    wish  to 
whether  the  honorable  senator  is  in 
in  disputing  your  ruling  without  mcin\ 
motion? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— No;  the  bonoi 
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ut  putting  his   objection  in 

[ULCAHY.— I    was  merely 
I  thought  was  in  order.  I 
lat  it  was  agreed  thaf  there 
reconunittal,  and  that  neces- 
ents  should  be  made  at  that 
ture  to  say  that  the  clauses 
)een  passed  were  not  under- 
norable   senators,   but  were 
iss  formally  on  the  under- 
they  would  be  carefully  con- 
recommittal  stage, 
agreed  to. 
amended,  agreed  to. 
agreed  to. 
d  with  amendments. 

i.L  ADJOURNMENT. 
Senator  McGregor)  agreed 

tate,  at  its  rising,  adjourn  until 
gust  24. 

adjourned  at  ii  o'clock. 


Dt  lElcpresentatibes. 

day,  II  August,  1^04. 


took  the  chair  at  2.30  p.m., 
/ers. 

PETITION. 

LLEV  presented  a  petition, 
S9  residents  of  King  Island, 
louse  to  give  them  a  telephone 
aphic  communication  -with  the 
id  a   better   distributimi  of 

ceived  and  read. 

E:  POSTAL  EMPLOYES. 

IGER.— Is  the  Postmaster- 
ired  with  a  reply  to  the  ques- 
7  the  honorable  member  for 
ight  ? 

DN. — ^The  honorable  member 
St  night,  on  the  motion  for  the 
3f  the  House,  asked  a  question 
irtime  paid  in  the  Post  Office 
g  of  a  certain  publication.  I 
ned  from  a  copy  now  in  my 
It  it  is  entitled  to  registration 
iper,  to  circulation  thmugh 


the  Post  Office  as  a  newspaper  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Act, 
and  to  the  benefit  of  the  nominal  rate  of 
postage  for  newspapers  as  determined  by  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Rates  Act.  With  re- 
spect to  the  statement  that  no  overtime  is 
paid  to  the  sorters  for  the  additional  work 
which  they  are  required  to  perform  in  con- 
nexion with  the  large  number  of  the  news- 
paper referred  to  that  is  posted,  it  can 
only  be  said  that  the  payment  of  overtime 
is  governed  by  the  regulations  made  by  the 
Public  Service  Commissioner  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Public  Service  Act.  If 
the  sorters  work  more  than  the  stipulated 
number  of  hours  per  fortnight,  namely, 
ninety-three  hours  for  those  who  have  regu- 
lar hours,  and  eighty-four  for  broken  or 
irregular  hours,  they  will  be  entitled  to  pay- 
ment for  overtime. 

NORTHERN  TERRITORY. 

Mr.   CROUCH   asked   the  Treasurer, 
ufon  notice — 

In  reference  to  the  statement  of  Major-General 
Hutton  in  the  Perth  Town  Hall,  as  reported  in  the 
West  Australian  newspaper  of  the  znd  instant,  to 
the  following  effect  : — ■ 

"  As  to  the  probability  of  any  nation  wishing 
to  invade  Australia,  he  would  remind  them 
of  the  extracts  from  Chinese  and  Japanese 
newspapers  which  had  been  appearing  in 
the  Australian  press,  and  from  which  it 
could  be  seen  that  the  people  of  China  and 
Japan  were  casting  longing  eyes  upon  the 
rich    Northern    Territory    of  Australia. 
Further,  he  had  it  from  no  less  an  authority 
than  the  Japanese  Admiral  who  visited  Aus- 
tralia some  twelve  months  or  so  ago  that 
such  was  the  case." 
I.  Has  any  report  of  this  intimation  from  the 
visiting  Admiral  (Admiral  Kamimura)  been  made 
by  General  Hutton  to  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
or  to  other  official  authority? 

a.  If  so,  has  the  Prime  Minister  any  objection 
to  placing  such  report  on  the  Library  table? 

3.  If  not,  will  he  cause  General  Hutton  to  make 
a  full  and  complete  report  of  Oie  Japanese  warn* 
ing,  and  its  surrounding  circumstances? 

4.  Will  he  cause  representations  to  be  made  to 
the  British  Government  and  to  the  Japanese  Go- 
vernment as  to  the  implied  threat  on  the  part  of 
the  latter  in  its  Admiral's  statement? 

5.  Will  he  ask  the  presumably  friendly  Ja- 
panese Government  to  make  a  distinct  repudiation 
of  the  statement  of  its  Admiral,  who,  during  his 
visit,  officially  represented  his  nation? 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  answers  to  the 
honorable  and  learned  member's  questions 
are  as  follows:  — 

r.  No. 

3.  Answered  by  i. 

3.  Major-General  Sir  Edward  Hutton  will  be 
asked  for  an  explanation  of  his  statement. 
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4  and  5.  It  will  not  be  desirable  to  make  any 
representations  as  suggested.  The  mere  fact  of  a 
foreign  power  being  said  to  cast  '*  longing  eyes  " 
upon  our  territory  can  scarcely  be  construed  into 
a  threat;  and  no  good  could  result  from  taking 
official  notice  of  such  informal  remarksj  even  it 
made. 

QUEENSLAND  MILITARY 
ALLOWANCES. 

Mr.  WILKINSON  asked  the  Minister 
representing  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
upon  notice — 

I.  What  ailowasce,  if  any,  was  made  during 
the  past  year  to  members  of  the  Defence  For^e 
in  the  State  of  Queensland,  to  provide  uniforms? 

3.  What  is  the  cause  of  delay  in  providing  uni- 
forms to  the  above-mentioned  branch  of  the 
Force  ? 

3.  What  allowance,  if  any,  is  made  to  members 
of  the  Light  Horse  for  the  use  of  their  horses, 
saddles,  and  bridles;  and  is  there  any  difference 
between  the  amount  allowed  to  oflicers  and  that 

allowed  to  privates? 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  answers  to  the 
honorable  member's  questims  are  as  fol- 
low : — ■ 

I.  In  the  case  of  the  Militia,  Commanding  Of- 
ficers received  40s.  per  head  of  the  establishment, 
for  clothing  and  co^s  contingent  allowance. 

Id  the  case  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  0£Scers 
received  30s.  per  head  of  establi^ment,  and  aos. 
for  each  effective  member,  for  clothing  and  corps 
contingent  allowance. 

a.  The  General  Officer  Commanding  reports 
that  there  has  not  been  any  delay. 

3.  The  following  is  the  scale  of  extra  pay 
granted  for  provision  of  a  Tiorse,  as  set  forth  in 
paragraph  85  of  the  Financial  and  Allowance  Re- 
gulations for  the  Military  Forces  : — ■ 

Extra  pay  for 
Rank.  provision  of  horse 

(other  than  recruits). 

jC  «•  d. 

Colonel  or  Brigadier   5  la  6 

Lieut. -Colonel   4  13  9 

Major   3  15  o 

Captain   2  16  3 

I  St  Lieutenant    117  6 

and  Lieutenant    i  17  6 

Regimental  Sergeant-Major,  Regimental 

Quartermaster-Sergeant    i  10  o 

Squadron  Seigeant-Hajor    176 

Squadron  Quartermaster-Sexgeaat,  Or- 
derly-room Clerk   163 

Farrier  Sergeant  163 

Sergeant   t    5  o 

Corporal   136 

Shoeingsmith    ...  ...113 

Private   100 

Trumpeter  (over  18  years  of  age)  ...  100 
Trumpeter  (under  18  years  of  age)  ...100 

BOTTLING  OF  IMPORTED  SPIRITS. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Minister 
of  Trade  and  CustCHns,  upon  notice — 

Whether  anything  has  been  dime  with  regard  to 
*^e  matter  of  imported  spirits,  which  are  bottled 


in  Australia  without  purchasers  bdng  notific 
the  fact,  about  which  subject  it  is  understcNX 
South  Australian  Government  made  represi 
tions  to  the  Commonwealth  Govenuneat? 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  answer  to 
h(xiorabIe  member's  question  is  as 

lows : — 

The  statement  was  made  in  December  la^t 
spirit  was  being  imported,  bottled,  and  lab 
in  a  manner  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the 
of  the  State  of  South  Australia.  I0  Janu.1i 
this  year,  the  Premier  of  that  State  was  info: 
that,  as  the  spirit  in  question  had  been  le; 
passed  through  the  Customs,  the  latter  hi. 
power  in  the  matter.  The  Customs  officers  st 
all  labels  imported  for  the  consideratim  0I 
local  authorities,  and  for  such  action  as  the  1 
may  desire  to  take.  It  is  not  considered  th.i 
Department  can  do  more  in  this  matter. 

PAPERS. 

MINISTERS  laid  upon  the  table 
following  papers: — 

Regulation  under  the  Post  and  Telegraph 
statutory  rule  No.  45. 

Addition  to  financial  and  allowance  rej 
tions,  statutory  rules,  1904,  No.  43,  and  an 
ment  of  regulations,  statutory  rules,  1904,  N'c 


SUSPENSION  OF  STANDING 
ORDERS.  I 
PoucY  AND  Administration  of 
govesnment  :  attitude  of  the 
Opposition.  ; 
Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir).— I  desit 
move — 

The  the  Standing  Orders  be  suspended  to 

cuss  a  matter  of  urgent  necessity,  namely, 
policy  and  administration  of  the  Goveron 
also  the  attitude  of  the  Opposition  in  reli 
to  the  conduct  of  the  business  of  Patliaraer.! 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Standing  Order' 
requires — 

In  cases  of  urgent  necessity,  any  Stondici 
Sessional  Order,  or  Orders  of  the  House,  i 
be  suspended  for  the  day's  sitting,  on  mc 
duly  -made  and  seconded,  without  notice  :  I 
vided  that  such  motion  is  carried  by  an  aM 
majority  of  the  whole  number  of  the  membe 
the  House.  ^ 

Does  the  honorable  member  claim  th 
question  he  desires  to  discuss  is 
ur^nt  necessity? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  maintain  th 
questi(Hi  is  urgent,  because  the  Oppoa 
in  refusing  to  allow  the  Govemmei 
reccMnmit  Clause  48  of  the  ConciHatiM 
Arbitration  Bill  for  its  full  conside 
in  Committee,  have  in  view  the  defe 
the  Administration,  and  their  adioii 
prives  those  who  support  the  Govera 
of  the  opportunity  to  justify  that  suf 
while  it  at  the  sani&-ttroe  prevents 
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anbers  from  giving  their  rea- 
)sing  the  Government.  The  ac- 
Opposition  is  intended  to  de- 
ble  members  of  their  inalien- 

0  defend  their  attitude,  not 
rd  to  a  particular  measure  of 
)ut  in  regard  to  the  general 

1  to  the  Government  during  its 

LK.ER. — I  am  not  sure  as  ro 
'  may  be  disclosed  by  the  hon- 
er  in  the  course  of  his  speech, 
iches  of  those  who  follow  him, 
It  the  matter  is  one  of  absolute 

if  I  find  it  necessary  later  on 
[  shall  take  the  opportunity  of 
For  the  present  the  honorable 

proceed. 

STER. — I  maintain  that  the 
ent  because,  should  the  recom- 
ials  of  the  Government  be  de- 
bers  of  this  House  would  be 
the  opportunity  of  discussing 
juestion.  They  would  be  de- 
eir  right  to  explain  why  they 
le  Government  their  support  in 
why  they  have  religiously  op- 
tvernment  in  connexion  with  its 
id  administration.  I  maintain 
rse  of  conduct  which  has  been 
:he  Opposition,  with  a  virw  In 
:h  upon  the  Government,  has 
prevented  honorable  members 
before  the  electors,  whom  they 
face  in  the  immediate  future, 
)r  justification  for  the  attitude 
ken  up,  not  onlv  on  the  Conci- 
rbitration  Bill,  but  on  questions 
:  whole  policy  and  administra- 
isters.  I  wish  to  ask  what 
any  member  of  this  House 
jne  of  those  who  has  great  re- 
cast upon  him,  or  be  he  the 
ial  member  of  the  Chamber — 
□rward,  and  by  means  of 
I  of  procedure  which  ha,<i 
:ed,  endeavour,  while  de- 
Government,  to  rob  hon- 
bers  of  their  right  to  ex- 
s  country  in  general,  and  to 
in  particular,  their  reasons  for 
they  have  assumed,  and  their 
for  their  conduct,  whether  as 
r  opponents  of  the  Ministry  ? 
;  members  wish  to  have  de- 
ent,  I  should  like  to  say — why 
end  an  honorable  member  like 
5  and  learned  member  for  Ben- 
his  constituents,  depriving  him 


HoNOBABLE  Meubers. — Oh  ! 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Depriving  him  of  the 
opportunity  

Mr.  Reid. — I  rise  to  order.  I  wish  to 
take  your  ruling,  Mr,  Speaker,  as  to  whether 
the  expression  which  has  been  used  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Gwydii  was  in  order, 
when  he  asked  why  we  should  send  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Bendigo  to 
his  constituents  ?  I  wish  to  ask  you 
whether  the  prerogative  of  dissolution, 
which  is  vested  in  the  Governor- General, 
can  be  referred  to  as  if  the  Governor-Gen- 
eral had  made  some  intimation  

Mr.  Watson. — Which  he  has  not. 

Mr.  Reid. — Which  he  has  not,  I  am 
sure,  to  the  head  of  the  Government,  that 
such  a  contingency  is  involved  in  the  ex- 
ercise by  honorable  members  of  their  inde- 
pendence in  this  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.~The  question  of  the 
dissolution  of  Parliament,  or  otherwise,  is, 
of  course,  within  the  prerogative  of  the  Go- 
vernor-General, and  must  not  be  debated  in 
this  House.  I  am  sure  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Gwydir  will  not  transgress  the 
rule. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  was  not  discussing 
the  question  of  a  dissolution.  I  was  dis- 
cussing the  probabilities — as  to  what  might 
occur  in  consequence  of  the  action  that  has 
been  taken  by  the  Opposition.  I  maintain 
that  honorable  members  of  this  House, 
before  any  practical  legislation  can 
again  be  put  before  the  House,  may 
possibly  have  to  face  those  who  sent 
us  here.  For  that  reason,  I  wish 
honorable  members— as  every  Britisher 
would  wish— not  to  adopt,  or  support  that 
course  of  procedure  which  has  been  pur- 
sued by  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  Glynn.  —  I  should  like  to 
take  your  ruling,  sir,  as  to  whether 
the  honorable  member  is  in  order,  under 
cover  of  a  motion  of  this  kind,  in  im- 
pugning the  motives,  attacking  the  indepen- 
dence of  judgment  of  honorable  members, 
and  anticipating  debate  upon  a  matter 
which  is  not  vet  decided  by  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— In  no  case  can  an 
honorable  member  anticipate  debate  on  a 
motion  which  is  upon  the  notice  paper. 
Therefore,  it  will  not  be  competent  for  him 
to  refer  in  any  wav  to  any  debate  which  is 
or  may  be  pending — upon  the  Cbnciliation 
and  Arbitration  Bill,  for  example.  I  am 
quite  sure  that  the  House  would  desire  that 
in  the  case  of  every  speech  reference  to  a 
debate  now  pending  should  be  specifically 
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avoided,  and  that  we  should  debate  not  the 
personalities  of  members  themseiras,  but 
the  question  of  policy  which  may  be  undet 
consideration. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  have  not  trans- 
gressed the  rule  which  you  have  laid 
down,  Mr.  Speaker.  I  have  not  en- 
deavoured to  impugn  the  motives  of 
any  honorable  member  on  account  of 
the  opposition  which  he  has  given  to 
the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  which 
is  now  before  the  House.  Nor  do  I  intend 
to  do  sa  I  have  sufficient  knowledge  of  the 
Standing  Orders  to  be  aware  that  an  hon- 
orable member  cannot  anticipate  debate  on 
another  question  which  is  upon  the  notice 
paper.  But  I  h^ve  also  the  knowledge  that 
whenever  a  Government  is  threatened  with 
defeat,  whether  directly  or  indirectly,  hon- 
orable members,  whether  they  be  victims  of 
that  defeat,  or  whether  they  may  benefit 
from  it,  have  a  right  to  defend  their  atti- 
tude. Because  every  defeat  of  a  Govern- 
ment may  involve  a  dissolution.  Since 
that  is  possible,  I  appeal  for  a  right 
to  discuss  the  question  which  I  have  brought 
forward.  I  am  appealing  for  a  right  which 
would  have  been  granted  by  any  Opposi- 
tion hitherto  existing.  No  Parliamentary 
Opposition,  of  which  1  have  ever  heard, 
would  have  made  it  necessary  for  me  to  ad- 
vance such  a  claim,  nor  would  it  have  made 
any  attempt  to  refuse  to  a  Government  the 
right  to  recommit  a  Bill. 

Mr.  CoNROy.  —  I  understand  that 
the  first  reason  given  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Gwydir  for  the 
motion  which  he  has  sulnnitted  is,  to  dis- 
cuss as  a  matter  of  urgent  necessity,  the 
policy  and  administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment. At  the  present  time,  one  question 
imder  the  consideration  of  the  House  is 
the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill.  The 
honorable  member  is  now  referring  to  what 
is  likely  to  happ^i  in  case  of  the  defeat 
of  the  Government.  I  submit  that  he 
is  not  entitled  to  do  that  I  go  further. 
He  also  advances,  as  a  reason  for  bringing 
forward  this  motion,  the  attitude  of  the 
Opposition  in  relati(»i  to  the  conduct  of  the 
business  of  Parliament.  When  a  Go\'emment 
seeks  to  have  certain  clauses  of  a  Bill  re- 
committed, it  is  quite  competent  for  the 
Opposition  to  object  to  the  motion,  without 
violating  the  Standing  Orders.  Therefore 
the  honorable  member  is  now  criticising  not 
the  conduct  of  the  Opposition,  but  \irtually 
the  Standing  Orders  of  this  House.  This 
is  my  point  of  order— the  honorable  mem- 


ber is  not  entitled,  by  means  of  a  motio 
this  kind,  to  discuss  the  Standing  Oi 
which  have  been  adopted  by  the  House 
submit  that  the  honorable  member  is 
tirely  out  of  order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  looked  a 
at  the  notice  which  the  honorable  mei 
for  Gwydir  has  handed  to  me.  I 
in  it  no  reference  to  discussing  the  St: 
ing  Orders  of  the  House.  I  am  not  c 
sure  that  if  the  honorable  member  had  i 
pleased  to  include  that  matter,  to  1 
done  so  would  not  have  made  the  mc 
irregular.  The  honorable  member  has  bro 
forward  the  motion  in  order  to  discu 
matter  of  urgent  necessity,  namely, 
policy  and  administration  of  the  Got 
ment,  and  also  the  attitude  of  the  Opj 
tion  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  the  \ 
ness  of  Parliament.  The  honorable  n 
ber,  so  far  as  I  know,  has  not  transgie 
the  rules.  I  may  point  out  that  w 
there  are  frequent  interruptions  bv  pc 
of  order,  t  am  not  able  to  listen  so  do 
to  the  honorable  member  as  I  should  ot 
wise  do. 

Mr.  CoNRov. — I  would  ask  you,  ; 
Speaker,  to  oinfine  the  honorable  mtr 
to  the  particular  purpose  of  his  motion 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  already  q 
with  that  matter.  The  question  now  ui 
discussion  is,  whether,  or  not,  the  St. 
ing  Orders  shall  be  suspended,  and 
honorable  member  has  the  right  to  use 
reasonable  arguments  upon  that  point,  i 
the  consideration  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  marvel  at  the  si 
which  is  being  manifested  by  honor 
members  who  are  raising  these  point; 
order.  They  seem  to  have  as  many  pc 
as  has  the  proverbial  porcupine.  I 
merely  asking  for  a  British  constitutii 
right,  namely,  that  every  representati\-| 
this  Chamber  shall  have  an  opportunit 
lay  before  his  constituents,  through  I/aK 
— the  only  medium  we  have — bis  reai 
for  the  attitude  he  is  taking  up.  I  \raj 
ferring  to  the  unjustifiable  conduct  of' 
Opposition.  If  honorable  members  o] 
site  had  submitted  a  direct  vote  of  rem 
upon  which  honorable  members  could  t 
drtscussed  the  general  policy  of  the  G',-.\i 
ment,  there  would  have  been  no  necea 
for  me  to  take  my  present  acticm ;  but  i 
because  we  have  been  hobbled  and  gag 
by  the  methods  adopted  by  the  Oppo»it 
that  we,  as  Britishers,  feel  called  upoi 
raise  our  voices  in  protest.  ■ 
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\KER. — The  honorable  mem- 
iferring  to  another  debate. 
STER. — I  am  referring  to  the 
m  up  by  the  Opposition  with 
:  conduct  of  the  business  of  the 

KER. — The  honorable  member 
er  to  another  debate- 
STER. — It  is  necessary  for  me 
e  action  of  the  Opposition  with 
ic  conduct  of  the  business  of 
as  illustrated  by  recent  events, 
bow  why  the  Standing  Orders 
ispended,  and  why  we  should 
that  right  of  discussion  of 
•position  have  sought  to  deprive 
ortant  that  facilities  should  be 
to  discuss  the  general  adminis- 
le  Government.  I  ask  what 
I'anced  by  honorable  members 
inst  the  policy  of  the  Gavem- 
charge  has  been  laid  at  the 
Ministry  which  would  justify 
I  from  office? 

3Y, — I  would  ask  if  the  honor- 
's statements  can  fairly  be 
rguments  in  favour  of  the  sus- 
le  Standing  Orders? 
IKER.— I  take  it  that  the  ho- 
iber  is  now  stating  one  of  the 
1  he  indicated  when  I  asked  the 
ember  to  show  the  urgency  of 

STER.— In  spite  of  the  oppo- 
by  the  honorable  and  learned 
Werriwa,  which  is  thorpughlv 
;  of  him,  I  have  a  duty  to  per- 
ly  to  myself,  but  to  the  whole 
,th,  and  I  intend  to  discharge 
U  attacks  on  the  part  of  those 
king  to  burk  discussion.  T 
t  what  portion  of  the  policv  of 
ent  has  induced  the  Opposition 
:ir  present  remarkable  attitude? 
)0sed  to  the  policy  of  Ministers 
jcceeded  in  placing^  upon  our 
a  measure  dealing  with  a  mat- 
s  been  dangled  before  the  elec- 
Commonwealth  ever  since  the 
was  established?  Do  thev 
he  Government  because  they 
tiously  settled  for  all  time 
1  as  to  where  "we  are  to 
sweet  by-and-by  "  ?  Are  the 
eeking  indirectly  to  deprive  the 
of  cfftce  and  power  because  of 
n  regard  to  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
Do  they  wish  to  revert  to 
of  affairs  which  existed 
)a8sed  an  Act  to  bring  about 


a  White  Australia  ?  Do  those  honorable 
gentlemen  who  are  seeking  to  conduct  the 
business  of  this  Chamber  in  the  manner 
which  the  notice  paper  indicates,  hope  that 
they  may  reverse  that  legislation  that  has 
been  so  well  administered  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  interests  of  a  White  Australia? 
Are  these  members  prepared  to  stake  their 
political  existence  on  the  attitude  which 
they  are  now  taking  up  ?  I  realize  that  there 
is  only  one  explanation  for  the  conduct  of 
those  who  are  seeking  by  these  indirect 
methods  to  attain  something  which  they 
have  not  the  courage  to  achieve  by  direct 
means.  Are  honotable  members  opposite 
cognizant  of  the  fact  that  all  the  political 
leanings  and  all  the  public  utterances  of 
their  present  leader  indicate  that  he  is 
opposed  to  a  White  Australia? 

Mr.  Reid. — I  have  been  looking  at  the 
standing  order  407,  and  I  wish  to  ask 
you,  Mr.  Speaker,  whether  the  honorable 
member  is  in  order  in  obtruding  his 
speech  upon  the  House,  out  of  its 
due  order,  and  before  the  preliminary 
question  has  been  decided  whether  or 
not  we  shall  suspend  the  Standing 
Orders.  In  connexion  with  a  pro- 
posal to  suspend  the  Standing  Orderst 
and  to  interrupt  the  ordinary  course  of 
public  business,  the  honorable  member  is 
making  a  speech  which  he  ought  not  to 
deliver  until  we  have  determined  to  throw 
our  Standing  Orders  to  the  winds  to  en- 
able him  to  do  as  he  desires. 

Mr.  Webster. — I  intend  to  deliver 
another  speech  afterwards. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  submit,  sir,  that  the  hon- 
orable member  must  be  confined  to  a  state- 
ment of  his  reasons  for  asking  that  the 
Standing' Orders  shall  be  suspended,  and 
that  he  must  not  indulge  in  a  speech  on  the 
general  question  until  the  House  has  by 
an  absolute  majority  determined  that  the 
ordinary  course  of  business  shall  be  in- 
terrupted. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  submit  that  in  the  first 
place  the  standing  order  referred  to  by 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  does  not 
provide  that  under  these  circumstances  the 
question  as  to  the  suspension  of  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  must  be  submitted  without  de- 
bate. In  giving  his  reasons  for  the  sus- 
pension of  the  Standing  Orders  the  honor- 
able member  surely  has  the  right  to  refer 
incidentally  to  the  conduct  of  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  and  those  associated 
with  him  in  this  crisis.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Gwydir  is 
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quite  within  our  rules  in  giving  reasons 
why  the  Standing  Orders  should  be  sus* 
pended.  Even  in  an  ordinary  set  of  circum- 
stances, if  it  were  proposed  to  sus- 
pend the  Standing  Orders  merely  in*  order 
to  pass  a  Bill  through  all  ,  its 
stages  hurriedly,  it  would  be  open  to 
honorable  members  to  debate  the  proposal. 
They  could  show  reasons  why  it  was  not 
a  matter  of  urgency,  and  conversely  in  this 
instance  the  honorable  member  for  Gwydir 
can  advance  reasons  why  it  is  a  matter  of 
urgency  that  his  views  should  be  placed  be- 
fore the  country. 

Mr.  McDonald. — I  daire  to  point  out 
that  upon  a  previous  occasion — I  caimot 
recall  the  exact  date — when  Sir  Edmund 
Barton  filled  the  position  of  Prime  Minis- 
ter, I  took  exception  to  a  motion  to  suspend 
the  Standing  Orders  in  connexion  with  the 
despatch  of  certain  Australian  troops.  If 
my  recollection  serves  me  accurately,  my  at- 
titude then  was  opposed  by  a  very  strong  sec 
tion  now  upon  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
House,  and  the  acticm  of  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter was  upheld.  The  point  which  I  then 
raised  was  whether  the  Prime  Minister  was 
in  order  in  discussing  the  question  which 
he  desired  to  debate  before  the  Standing 
Orders  had  been  suspended.  I  believe 
that  a  ruling  was  given  against 
me.  and  I  claim  that  that  ruling 
established  a  precedent  in  this  Cham 
bar.  Consequently,  any  honorable  mem- 
ber who  seeks  the  suspension  of  the 
Standing  Orders  is  perfectly  entitled  to 
furnish  reasons  why  that  course  should  be 
adopted.  In  this  particular  instance  the 
honorable  member  for  Gwydir  wishes  the 
Standing  Orders  to  be  suspended,  and  the 
House  cannot  possibly  know  whether  or 
not  that  course  ought  to  be  followed  until 
he  has  advanced  reasons  in  support  of  his 
motion.  To  my  mind  the  grounds  which 
he  has  already  ■  advanced  amply  warrant 
the  suspension  of  the  Standing  Orders. 
He  is  perfectly  in  order  in  adopting  the 
line  of  argument  which  he  is  pursuing. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  wish  to  raise  the 
question  of  whether,  in  the  whole  of  the 
statements  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Gwydir,  there  is  a  scintilla  of  evidence  of 
the  character  contemplated  by  the  Standing 
Orders?  He  has  informed  the  House  that 
he  has  submitted  this  proposal  because 
some  honorable  members  of  the  Opposition 
have  adopted  an  unusual  course. 

Mr.  McDonald. — ^That  does  not  appear 
in  the  motion. 
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Mr.  Joseph  Cocx. — I  am  speaking! 
the  hoiiorable  member's  argument,  and  | 
of  the  motion.  There  is  nothing  inj 
statements  to  indicate  that  the  matter  wi 
he  desires  to  discuss  is  one  of  urgency.  { 

Mr.  Watson. — Oh,  yes.  I 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Tbe  motiOD  me^ 
indicates  that  in  this  House  tig 
is  an  Opposition,  and  that  there  is  aid 
Govenmient  which  $s  pursuing  its  on 
nary  purposes  of  policy  and  administi 
tion.  Consequently  we  require  to  look 
the  reasons  advanced  by  the  hcHnorable  ms 
ber  to  ascertain  whether  any  urgCTcy  exi 
in  connexicm  with  this  matter. 

Mr.  Watson. — Why  not  allow  him 
state  his  reasons?  i 

Mr.  JosEra  Cook. — I  submit  tl 
he  has  already  sufficiently  stated  the 
After  all  the  timiultuous  dieering  \rhj 
occurred  in  the  caucus  room  this  momii 
I  should  have  thought  that  honorable  me 
bers  opposite  had  quUe  pumped  themseli 
out. 

Mr.  Watson. — Was  that  the  caut 
which  was  held  in  the  Opposition  room  ? ' 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — in  the  Lab( 
Party's  room. 

Mr.  Watson. — There  was  no  cam 
meeting  there. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — If  the  meetii 
of  that  party  CMitinue  to  be  so  boisterr. 
I  am  not  quite  certain  whether  a  thid 
partition  than  already  exists  will  not 
required  between  the  room  in  which  ti 
assemble  and  the  Opposition  room.  1 
gravamen'  of  the  statements  by  the  hon 
able  member  for  Gwydir  is  that  the  Oppc 
tion  yesterday  adopted  a  course  of  wh 
the  Government  did  not  approve.  To 
gue  that  that  is  a  matter  the  discussion 
which  urgently  requires  this  motion  u 
travesty  upon  the  Standing  Orders. 

Mr.  Watson.— That  is  for  the  Hoi 
to  dedde. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  for  7 
Speaker  to  say  whether  the  matter  is  t 
of  urgency,  and  whether  he  will  pen 
the  discussion  upon  the  moti<xi  to  suspc 
the  Standing  Orders  to  proceed.  I  « 
tend  that  there  is  nothing  to  indicate  tl 
the  slightest  urgency  exists  in  connex 
with  this  matter.  Upon  that  ground, 
well  as  upon  the  other,  I  submit  thnt 
honorable  member  ought  not  to  be  allnv 
to  proceed. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Two  pcrints  of  or* 
have  been  put  before  me.  The  right  h 
orable  member  for  Esurt>SydDeT  has  cal 
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e  fact  that  the  first  matter  to 
by  the  House  is,  whether  or 
spend  the  Standing  Orders, 
determines  to  suspend  them, 
f  then  proceed  upon  the  sub- 
in  the  motion.  That  is  so.  The 
rtfhich  honorable  members  can 
,  whether  or  not  the  Stand- 
hould  be  suspended.  Some 
died  the  attention  of  the  hon- 
for  Gwydir  to  the  fact  that 
isticHi  to  which  he  must  con- 
is.  The  honorable  member  for 
ims  that  no  urgency  has  been 
t.  I  am  endeavouring,  as 
lan,  when  I  am  not  en- 
termining  these  points  of 
rtain  whether  the  honorable 
wydir  is  making  out  a  case 
ie  claims  that  there  is  some 
the  Government  losing  its 
the  Treasury  benches,  and 
that  before  that  event  takes 
•es  to  enable  honorable  mem- 
:rtain  statements.  I  am  quite 
iten  to  him  further,  reserving 
ight — which  I  indicated  half- 
to  prevent  a  continuance  of 
mid  urgency  not  be  proved. 
rER. — During  my  Parlia- 
lence,  I  have  never  been  so 
1  Opposition  as  I  have  been 
nt  occasion.  It  is,  indeed,  con- 
;  part  of  honorable  members 
)rd  me  such  frequent  intervals 
link  out  fresh  points.  Per- 
not  care  whether  I  occupy  a 
ilinisterial  side  of  the  House, 
)sition  side,  or  upon  the  cross 
seeing  that  there  is  a  pro- 
Government  being  defeated, 
doption  by  the  Opposition  of 
are  without  a  precedent  in 
t  in  Australia,  I  contend  that 
afforded  an  opportunity  of 
1,  if  we  think  fit,  of  support- 
licy  of  the  Government, 
more  urgent  than  the  right 
lembers  to  defend  themselves 
which  are  made  upon  them, 
lutional  way,  but  in  a  manner 
Dwn  in  any  other  Parliament 
nmonwealth  ?  I  wish  to  ob- 
ision  of  the  Standing  Orders 
ise  of  discussing  the  policy 
ration  of  the  Government, 
onsidering  the  attitude  that 
iopted  by  the  Opposition 
ct  of  the  public  business, 
sort  to  such  tactics  it  is  a 


matter  of  extreme  urgency  that  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  be  suspended  in  order  that  we 
may  exercise  the  British  right  of  free 
speech.  When  the  right  honorable  member 
for  East  Sydney  smiles,  as  he  is  now  doing, 
I  know  that  he  does  not  relish  the  argu- 
ments that  are  bjcing  adduced.  I  think 
I  have  clearly  shown  that  this  is  a  matter 
of  extreme  urgency. 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  honorable  member 
has  not  yet  said  a  word  in  support  of  his 
motion. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Even  if  I  availed  my- 
self of  every  word  in  the  dictionary,  I  do 
not  imagine  that  I  should  be  able  to  con- 
vince the  honorable  member.  Some  honor- 
able members  are  so  full  of  their  own  self- 
importance  that  it  is  impossible  to  nonvm:e 
them  that  they  hold  erroneous  views  on  any 
siibject,  arid  therefore  I  shall  not  attempt 
to  perform  impossibilities.  We  have  a  righf, 
as  free  men,  representing  a  free  people,  to 
give  full  expression  to  our  views  on  an  all- 
important  question  of  this  kind.  We  have 
a  right  to  protest  against  the  tactics  pur- 
sued by  the  Opposition  during  the  last  day 
or  two.  What  are  the  planks  in  the  Go- 
vernment policy  to  which  the  Opposition 
object  ? 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  submit,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  while  it  is  perfectly  competent  for  the 
honorable  member  to  show  that  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  urgency  that  the  Standing  Orders 
should  be  suspended,  he  is  not  in  order  in 
discussing  the  general  question. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— While  the  honorable 
member  for  Gwydir  was  speaking,  I  was 
looking  up  the  precedent  mentioned  a  little 
earlier  in  the  proceedings  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Kennedy,  so  that  I  was  not 
closely  following  his  remarks.  If  the  hon- 
orable member  was  distinctly  going  beyond 
the  question  of  whether  it  is  desirable  to 
suspend  the  Standing  Orders,  he  was  cer- 
tainly out  of  order. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— As  I  am  only  a  novice, 
I  feel  inclined  to  accept  the  kindly  advice 
offered  by  honorable  members  opposite.  As 
a  tribute  to  their  high  intellectual  attain- 
ments, to  their  wide  knowledge  of  consti- 
tutional law,  and  to  their  intimate  acquaint- 
ance with  the  rules  of  procedure,  I  should 
perhaps  express  my  gratitude  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Will  the  honorable 
member  discuss  the  question  ? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  have  already  shown 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  urgency  that  the 
Standing  Orders  should  be  suspended.  I 
shall  now  discuss  those  features  in  the 
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policy  of  the  present  Government  to  which 
the  Opposition  are  opposed: 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — In  discussing  that 
matter  the  honorable  member  would  go  be- 
yond the  scope  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  wish  to  show  that 
by  the  action  of  the  Opposition  we  are  de- 
prived of  the  right  to  freely  discuss  their 
tactics. 

Mr.  DuGAU)  Thoicson. — Not  at  all. 

Mr.  WEBSTER — I  am  surprised  that 
the  honorable  member,  in  whose  veracity  I 
have  always  had  the  greatest  confidence, 
should  hold  that  opinion.  He  knows  that 
the  Opposition  are  anxious  to  burke  discus- 
sion— to  gag  honorable  members  on  this 
side  of  the  House — and  to  prevent  us  from 
putting  before  the  people  of  Australia  our 
reasons  for  objecting  to  their  attempt  to 
follow  a  course  of  procedure  which  has 
never  been  adopted  in  any  other  Parliament 
in  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr  DuGALD  Thomson.— The  question  is 
whether  honorable  members  are  going  back 
on  the  vote  which  they  gave  in  favour  of 
the  amendment  moved  by  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  iCorinella.  It  is 
the  Ministry  who  say  they  will  resign  if 
the  clause  is  not  recommitted. 

Mr.  WEBSTER. — I  admire  the  honor- 
able member's  friendly  interest  in  me,  but 
do  not  welcmne  his  interposition.  By 
the  action  of  the  Opposition  we  have 
been  deprived  of  the  right,  which 
we  should  otherwise  have  enj<^ed,  to 
discuss  the  general  questicm  on  a 
direct  motion  of  want  of  confidence. 
Do  those  who  are  supporting  the 
Opposition  tactics  fully  realize  that  they 
are  allowing  the  impression  to  go  forth  to  i 
the  public  that  they  are  not  prepared  to  | 
support  the  policy  of  this  Government  ?  j 

Mr.  Reid. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
I  submit,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  honorable 
member  is  not  discussing  the  motion  for 
the  suspension  of  the  Standing  Orders,  and 
that  he  is  out  of  order  ftoax  first  to  last. 
I  hold  that  he  must  absolutely  confine  him- 
self to  the  giving  of  reasons  in  support  of 
his  contention  that  it  is  urgently  necessary 
that  the  Standing  Orders  should  be  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  Watson. — Having  had  time  to  look 
up  the  precedent  referred  to  by  thte  honor- 
able member  for  Kennedy  

l^Ir.  Reid. — If  this  is  a  Government 
move,  I  do  not  wish  to  object  to  it. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  hold  that  it  is  one  of 
the  duties  of  a  Government  to  protect  the 


rights  of  hffliorable  members  in  regard 
our  methods  of  procedure. 

Mr.  Reid. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  have  had  an  ( 
portunity  to  look  up  the  point 
ferred  to  by  the  hcHiorable  meu^  ; 
Kennedy,  aiid  shall  briefly  put  it  befi 
the  House.  On  the  r4th  January,  19* 
the  then  Prime  Minister,  .Sir  Edmund  B| 
ton,  wished  to  make  a  statement  to  | 
House  relative  to  the  South  African  « 
and  the  part  whidi  he  proposed*  <xi  betu 
of  the  Government,  that  the  Commonwea 
should  play  in  it.  The  proposal  to  m 
that  statNnent  was  objected  to,  on  G 
ground  that  it  would  give  honorable  w, 
bers  no  opportunity  to  reply,  and  the  Pri 
Minister  then  proceeded  to  deal  with  j 
subject  on  a  motion  to  suspend 
Standing  Orders.  On  that  occasion,  ! 
Speaker,  you  ruled  that— 

The  objection  of  the  honorable  member 
Kennedy  is  fatal  to  the  Prime  Minister  on 
occasion  fliaking  any  statement  to  the  Ho 
except  in  the  way  which  he  proposes— a  spe 
whidi  will  conclude  with  a  motion  such  u  foi 
suspension  of  the  Standing  Orden. 

The  Prime  Minister  adopted  that  form, ; 
concluded  with  a  motion  for  the  suspens 
of  the  Standing  Orders.  Debate  then  1 
sued,  and  the  discussion,  which  is  repor 
in  Hansard  at  pages  8741  to  8800,  covei 
the  whole  question  of  the  South  Afri 
war. 

Mr.  Glynn. — X  should  like  to  take  y 
ruling,  Mr.  Speaker,  on  the  point  whet 
the  matter  to  which  the  honorable  mem 
wishes  to  refer  can  be  discussed  by 
House  even  if  he  obtains  the  suspem 
of  the  Standing  Orders.  Is  it  not  a  tnaf 
which  is  already  under  discussiwi? 

Mr.  Watson. — He  wishes  to  discuss 
general  policy  of  the  Government 

Mr.  Glynn. — He  wishes  to  refer  to 
action  of  the  Oppositicm  during  the  I 
two  days  in  endeav<»iring  to  pre\'ent  the  < 
cussicHi  of  a  certain  matter. 

Mr.  Mauon. — And  to  the  policy  of 
Government. 

Mr.  Glynn. — In  support  of  the  p< 
which  I  have  raised,  I  should  like  you 
refer,  sir,  to  the  following  passage  on  pi 
264  of  May's  Parliamentary  Praciia-' 

Nor  can  a  motion  be  brought  forward  w\ 
is  the  same  in  substance  as  a  question  which,  -j 
ing  the  current  session,  has  been  decided  in 
affirmative  or  negative,  nor  which  aalicipiK 
matter  already  set  down  or  appointed  foi  < 
sideration  by  the  House. 

I  respectfully  ask  you  to  decide,  Mr.  Sfj 
ker,  that  the  object  of  the  honor^le  m 
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ir,  in  asking  for  the  suspen- 
anding  Orders,  is  to  refer  to 
ady  under  the  discussion  of 
id  to  interfere  with  the  right 
nembers  to  continue  that  dis- 

KER.— I  will  deal  first  with 
ised  by  the  honorable  and 
er  for  Angas.  So  far  as  I, 
ive  any  knowledge,  the  ques- 
:ussi(Mi  in  the  debate  to  which 

and  learned  member  refers 
ertain  clause  of  a  certain  Bill 
not  be  recommitted.  Whether 
;  Government  is,  or  is  not,  in- 
t  discussion  is  a  question  in 
eh  I  cannot  assume  to  have 
e.  It  is  not  for  me  to  say 
)r  is  not.  Therefore,  so  long 
ble  member  for  Gwydir  does 
:  motion  relating  to  the  Arbi- 
ow  on  the  notice-paper,  and 
t  omitting  clause  48  from  the 
mmittal,  or  any  other  matter 
;e  has  been  given,  he  will  be 
the  point  which  the  honorable 
nember  for  Angas  has  raised 
application.  The  honorable 
iver,  will  be  out  of  order  in- 
ittempts  to  debate  anv  motion 
paper.  So  far  as  the  point 
honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ydnev  is  COTicerned,  the  House 
the  line  between  that  which 
member  for  Gwydir  may  dis- 

which  he  may  not  discuss  is 
ne.  He  cannot  discuss  on  the 
e  suspension  of  the  Standing 
bject  which  he  wishes  to  dis- 
}ension  of  the  Standing  Orders 
It  he  may  give  as  fully  as  he 
jons  why  he  thinks  the  Stand- 
lould  be  suspended.    At  the 

attention  was  called  to  his 
e  right  honorable  and  learned 
East  Sydney,  he  was, 
ad  him,  arguing  that  possiblv 
of  the  Opposition  might 
n  arguments  being  advanced 
,  which  he  thought  ought  to 
and  was  thereby  proving  the 

suspension  of  the  Standing 

-Another  day  or  two. 

s. — Contemptible  minds  have 

ideas. 

JTER.^I  have  every  reason 
of  the  wonderful  unanimity 
amongst  honorable  members 


opposite  in  the  desire  to  tjurke  discussion 
on  this  question. 

Mr.  Kelly.— Is  the  honorable  member 
in  order  in  saying  that  the  members  of  the 
Opposition  are  unanimous  in  the  desire 
to  burke  discussi(»i? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  remark  is  ob- 
jected to  by  any  honorable  member,  it  must 
be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— If  it  is  objected  to  hy 
any  honorable  member  opposite,  I  withdraw 
it;  but,  knowing  the  marvellous  abilities 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Wentworth, 
1  did  not  intend  to  convey  the  impression 
that  he  is  capable  of  burking  discussion. 
It  is  very  diflk:ult  for  a  maji  to  speak  con- 
nectedly when  he  is  being  continually  bad- 
gered. I  remember  being  called  to  order 
verv  quickly  on  one  occasion  for  objecting 
to  an  honorable  member  expressing  his 
opinions  when  he  desired  to  do  so. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Will  the  honorable 
member  discuss  the  question  before  the 
House  ? 

Mr.  ^yEBSTER.— I  feel  sure  that  in 
discussing  the  wisdom  of  suspending  the 
Standing  Orders  to  allow  honorable  mem- 
bers who,  during  the  last  nine  months,  have 
taken  an  attitude  which  seems  to  me  more 
incomprehensible  and  more  inexplicable — 

Mr.  Reid. — Have  we  anything  to  do  with 
what  has  happened  during  the  last  nine 
months  7 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  purpose  for 
which  the  honorable  member  desires  the 
suspension  of  the  Standing  Orders  is  to 
enable  him  to  discuss  "the  policy  and  ad- 
ministration of  the  Government,  also  the 
attitude  of  the  Opposition  in  relation  to 
the  conduct  of  the  business  of  Parlia- 
ment." So  far  as  I  can  see,  that  covers 
all  that  the  honorable  member  can  say  in 
regard  to  the  whole  life  of  this  Parliament. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  am  delighted  that 
the  right  honorable  member  for  East  Syd- 
ney raised  the  point  of  order,  because 
your  ruling,  Mr.  Speaker,  has  given 
me  an  opportunity  for  which  I  am  grate- 
ful. It  considerably  enlarges  the  scope 
of  my  observations.  We  have  the  right, 
on  whichever  side  of  the  chamber 
we  may  sit,  to  explain  our  actions 
during  the  existence  of  this  Parliament, 
which  is  not  yet  twelve  months  old,  in 
order  that  later  on  we  may,  if  possible, 
obtain  the  approval  of  our  constituents  in 
regard  to  what  we  have  done.  I  am  acting 
as  the  friend  of  honorable  members  on  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House,  who,  I  feel 
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certain,  are  just  as  anxious  as  I  am  to  be 
able  to  place  oxi  record  the  reasons  why  they 
have  taken  the  course  which  they  have 
adopted  during  the  existence  of  this  Par- 
liament I  maintain  that  it  is  only  fair  that 
we  should  have  an  opportunity  to  do  so  since 
it  is  probable  that  that  opportunity  may 
not  occur  again  on  account  of  the  action  <k 
tha  Opposition  in  connexion  with  a  motion 
which  has  recently  been  put  before  the 
Chamber.  Each  and  every  one  of  us  should 
have  the  opportunity  to  defend  his  attitude 
towards  the  Government,  and  the  vote  which 
he  intends  to  give,  thereby  once  and  for  all 
giving  to  the  people  whom  he  represents  an 
honest  outline  of  his  reasons  for  the  faith 
that  is  in  him.  Honorable  members  op- 
posite have  the  same  right  to  be  heard  as 
have  the  supporters  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Does  the  htmorable  mem- 
ber say  that  they  should  be  compelled  to 
explain  ? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  do  not  believe  in 
compulsion  except  in  connexion  with  arbi- 
tration. In  a  matter  of  this  kind  I  feel  sure 
that  they  will  not  need  to  be  (impelled. 
I  am  certain  that  they  are  only  too  anxious 
to  have  an  opportunity  to  do  so.  The 
methods  adopted  by  the  Opposition  in  re- 
lation to  the  ccmduct  of  public  business  have 
engaged  even  their  own  supporters.  But 
the  leader  of  the  Government  is  prepared 
to  extend  to  them  that  which  their  own 
party  would  refuse.  What  have  honorable 
members  to  object  to  in  the  policy  of  the 
Government  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  question  has  no 
relation  to  the  suspension  of  the  Standing 
Orders. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Owing  to  certain  oc- 
currences which  may  eventuate,  and  which 
are  well  known  to  honorable  members,  we 
shall  have  no  opportunity  to  discuss  the 
question  at  a  later  stage. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber may  say  that,  but  he  must  not  discuss 
the  policv  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  WEBSTER. — I  am  giving  my  rea- 
sons for  thinking  that  we  should  have  an  op- 
portunity to  discuss  the  important  ques- 
tions that  are  now  pending.  I  am  rather 
sorry  that  no  other  point  of  order  has  been 
raised,  because  it  would  have  given  me 
time  to  mature  my  thoughts.  Is  it  not  right, 
in  the  interests  of  good  Government,  that 
honorable  members  opposite  should  have  an 
opportunity  to  explain  why,  in  connexion 
with  certain  legislation,  they  have  opposed 
the  Government,  and  why  they  intend  to  vote 
particular  direction  in  connexicm  with 


an  event  which  is  likely  to  occur  dur 
the  next  day  or  so? 

Mr.  Glynn. — I  ask  your  ruliii£,  sir, 
to  whether  the  h(»iorable  member  is 
DOW  referring  to  the  pending  voce  on 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— At  the  moment  w 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  i 
gas  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  I  ' 
speaking  to  the  honorable  member  for  M 
quarie  with  reference  to  the  debate ;  bui 
the  honorable  member  for  Gwydir  1 
doing  what  the  honorable  and  learned  m 
ber  for  Angas  says  he  was  doing,  be 
transgressing  the  rule.  I  ask  him  na 
do  th&t 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  — I  certainly  h 
no  desire  to  transgress  the  rule.  I 
have  always  endeavoured  to  keep  wij 
the  four  corners  of  the  law  of  Pari 
ment.  I  admit  at  once  that  I  \ 
to  exercise  my  righit  to  speak  withii 
barbed  wire  fence,  which  has  been  ere( 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  me  from 
plaining  my  positioRi.  But,  sir,  I  did  : 
as  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
Angas  stated,  transgress  the  rule. 

Mr.  Glynn. — ^What  was  the  "  pent 
vote"  to  which  the  honorable  member 
ferred  ? 

Mr.  WEBSTER— I  was  not  referrinj 
the  vote  which  is  to  be  taken  on  the  A 
tration  Bill.  I  ccmtend  that  I  did  not  tn 
gress  by  referring  to  a  subject  which 
doubtedly  is  hurtful  to  honorable  memi 
opposite.  Why  are  these  constant 
ti(His  raised  to  the  exercise  of  my  < 
stitutional  right  to  debate  a  question  \v! 
we  are  otherwise  prevented  from  debai 
by  reason  of  the  attitude  assimied 
the  Opposition?  Do  honorable  memI 
realize  that  as  the  outcome  of  this  met 
of  conducting  public  business  it  is  poss 
that  they  will  have  to  give  an  expla 
tion  of  their  opposition  to  the  GoTCrnn 
and  its  policy?  There  is  one  tl 
that  it  is  absolutely  essential  that  ho 
able  members  should  cmsider,  and  thi 
that  in  the  efforts  of  the  Opposition  to 
place  the  Government  by  means  hithi 
never  adopted  by  a  Parliammt  in  Aust 
asia  

Mr.  Glynn. — To   what    means  is 
honorable  member  referring? 

Mr.  Reid. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  nnl 
This  is  quite  a  new  point.     I  should  1 
to  have  the  benefit  of  your  ruling.  I 
with  regard  to  it.    I  have  just  obser%efi 
terms  of  the  motion  which  the  bonor.i| 
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rydir  has  sprung  on  us,  and 
!  your  ruling  as  to  whether, 
iding  Orders,  the  honorable 

include  more  than  one 
motion  for  the  suspension 
ing  Orders.  Because,  if 
that,  he  can  include  a 
ibmit  to  you,  sir,  that  there 
ts  mentioned  in  this  motion 
and  administration  of  the 
at  is  one  thing ;  and  the  at- 
)pposition  in  relation  to  the 
e  business  of  Parliament. 

absolutely  different  things, 
t  this  standing  order  is  not 
eel  that  it  would  be  conveni- 

in  the  future,  if  we  had  the 
opinion  as  to  whether,  upon 
spend  the  Standing  Orders, 

subject  can  be  included. 
lER. — I  have  no  hesitation 
ruling  askedi  for.  I  would 
lie  members  that  it  is  a  com- 
,  connexion  with  Supply  Bills 
tion  Bills  to  move  that  the 
rs  be  suspended,  to  enable 
le  Committee  of  Supply  to  be 
.  Bill  introduced  and  passed 
;  stages  without  delay.  In 
ree  or  four  different  things 
ed  by  the  motion,  as  con- 
ly  two  under  the  motion  now 
le  (members.  It  is  quite  com- 
House  to  suspend  the  Stand- 
r  one  purpose  'or  for  more 

rER.— I  shall  go  on  for  a 
>  enable  the  right  honorable 
ok  up  another  point  of  order. 
1  points  have  been  raisedi, 
lot  disturbed  me  in  the  least, 
ed  to  discharge  what  I  con- 
■  duty,  despite  the  interrup- 
I  am  being  subjected.  Hon- 
s  will  have  to  weigh  very 
reasons  which  they  may  be 
ve  to  their  constituents  for 
ch  they  are  taking.  Should 
:  an  opportunity  to  explain 
JOse  to  desert  a  Government 
r'our  of  a  White  Australia? 
■I  ask,  Mr.  Speaker,  whether 
pon  our  rules  is  to  be  per- 
ger?  We  are  now  being  ad- 
subject  of  a  White  Australia, 
nption  that  it  is  a  matter  of 
will  admit  of  no  delay. 
KER.— I  distinctly  'heard 
orable  member  was  saying, 
ing   that    some  opportunity 


should  be  afforded  to  honorable  members 
to  discuss  the  policy  of  the  Govemm_ent, 
which  includes  the  maintenance  of  a  White 
Australia. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  know  that  this  sub- 
ject is  a  sore  point  with  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  East  Sydney. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  honorable  member  has 
now  a  loose  rein ;  the  White  Australia 
question  is  very  urgent. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  desire  to  impress 
upon  honorable  members  who  are  following 
the  right  honorable  member  that  they  will 
probably  have  to  explain  to  their  consti- 
tuents their  attitude  upon  this  question. 
They  are  leaving  in  the  lurch  a  Government 
which  has  fought  tooth  and  nail  to  safe- 
guard a  principle  which  is  among  the  most 
sacred  to  Australia,  namely,  the  mainten- 
ance of  a  White  Australia.  Are  they  pre- 
pared to  assist  into  office  those  who  have 
asserted  that  if  they  can  secure  the  reins 
of  Government  they  will  do  everything  they 
can  by  maladministration  to  defeat  the  ob- 
jects of  the  Immigration  Restriction  Act, 
and  to  go  back  on  the  grand  principle  of  a 
White  Australia  ?  Will  honorable  mem- 
bers also  be  able  to  explain  the  position 
which  they  have  taken  up  with  regard  to 
the  proposal  of  the  Government  embodied 
in  the  Bonuses  for  Manufactures  Bill  now. 
before  this  Chamber  ?  Will  those  honor- 
able members  who  profess  to  desire  to  en- 
courage Australian  industry,  who  have  shed 
bitter  tears  of  sympathy  with  the  unfortu- 
nate unemployed,  and  who  are  pledged  to 
their  constituents  to  legislate,  and  to  ad- 
minister our  laws,  upon  such  lines  that  our 
industries  will  be  established  upon  a  sound 
basis  and  provide  work  for  our  citizens,  be 
able  to  show  that  their  present  action  is 
justified  ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Upon  a  point  of 
order,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  would  direct  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  honorable 
member  is  now  submitting  as  matters  of  ur- 
gent necessity  some  possible  attitude  of 
members  of  the  Opposition  at  some  time  or 
other,  with  regard  to  the  Bonuses  for  Manu- 
factures Bill,  the  White  Australian  ques- 
tion, the  provision  of  employment  for  the 
people,  and  other  items  which  make  up 
the  general  programme  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  have  relation  to  their  administra- 
tion. I  ask  you  to  rule  that  none  of  these 
are  matters  of  urgent  necessity,  and  that, 
therefore,  they  furnish  no  reason  for  the 
suspension  of  the  Standing  Orders.  They 
may  be  matters  of  great  importance,  but 
they  have  already  been  discussed  and  voted 
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upon  within  the  recent  past  I  sulmiit 
that  there  is  not  a  scintilla  of  proof  of  ur- 
gency in  connexion  with  any  of  these  mat- 
ters, and  that  the  course  which  the  honor- 
able member  is  taking  constitutes  a  grave 
abuse  of  our  Parliamentary  privileges  and 
procedure.  If  this  kind  of  argumentation 
is  to  be  regarded  as  a  matter  of  necessity, 
we  may  as  well  set  aside  all  our  Parlia- 
mentary rules,  and  allow  you,  sir,  to  govern 
the  House  without  reference  to  them.  What 
would  hinder  any  honorable  member  from 
taking  a  similar  course  every  day  of  the 
year,  and  so  render  it  impossible  to  triuis- 
act  any  business? 

An  Honorable  Member. — ^What  is  the 
point  of  order? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  point  of  order 
is  that  the  honorable  member  is  indulging 
in  a  grave  abuse  of  the  Standing  Orders. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order.      Will  the 

*  honorable  member  state  his  point  of  order  ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — My  point  of  order 
is  that  the  honorable  member  has  shown 
no  urgent  necessity  to  adopt  the  course 
which  he  desires  to  follow. 

Mr.  Thomas. — That  is  the  honorable 
member's  opinioiL  It  is  not  a  point  of 
order. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Of  course  it  is  my 
opinion,  and  I  am  asking  Mi.  Spealrax  to 
rule  upon  the  matter. 

Mr.  Hughes. — He  has  already  given  a 
ruling  upon  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Since  Mr.  Speaker 
pave  his  ruling  the  honorable  member  has 
introduced  two  or  three  fiesb  matters  of 
the  most  ordinary  character — matters  which 
do  not  relate  to  ^  Government  programme; 
For  oample  he  mentioned  the  Bonuses  for 
Manufactures  Bill.  I  submit,  therefore, 
that  his  conduct  amounts  to  a  grave  abuse 

•  of  the  Standing  Orders.  May  points  out 
that  such  a  motion  should  refer  only  to 
some  matter  of  grave  important,  which 
arises  suddenly,  and  which  requires  the 
immediate  attention  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  Is  the  honorable 
member  giving  a  ruling  or  is  he  asking  for 
my  ruling? 

Mr.  Reid. — ^Labour  cheers  again. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^I  respectfully  sub- 
mit that  I  was  supporting  my  point  of 
order,  but  I  do  not  think  that  I  need  pro- 
ceed further. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  submit  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Gwydir  was  per- 
fectly in  order  in  making  the  remark  to 


which-  exception  has  been  taken.  The 
spect  of  our  existing  legislation  in  res 
of  a  White  Austral^  being  lepesded. 
matter  of  urgency,  and  I  happen  to  1: 
that  it  has  given  rise  to  very  grave  cod 
in  the  minds  of  a  large  number  of  perso 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  n 
ber  for  Parramatta  has  asked  me  nh^ 
the  course  followed  by  the  honorable  n 
ber  for  Gwydir  is  not  an  abuse  of  co 
tutional  practice.  Of  course,  I  ha\~e 
to  rule  under  such  Standing  Orders  . 
should)  prefer,  or  under  such  Stin 
Orders  as  are  in  force  in  some  otht-r 
liaments,  but  under  those  which  are  0|. 
tive  in  this  Parliament.  I  should  c 
prefer  that  our  Standing  Orders  shouk 
quire  a  motion  for  their  suspension  t< 
put  without  debate.  But  under  those  Si 
ing  Orders  there  is  no  such  requiren 
and  therefore  I  cannot  uphold  the 
that  the  course  which  is  being  taken  by 
honorable  member  for  Gwydir  is  an  a 
of  parliamentary  privilege.  The  : 
orable  member  has  distinctly  asserted  th 
is  probable  that,  even  to-night  the  Go^ 
ment  may  have  to  vacate  their  position  1 
the  Treasury  benches,  and  has  argued 
before  that  event  takes  place,  time  sh 
be  afforded  for  a  certain  discussion.  F 
his  point  of  view,  that  matter  is  certs 
arguable,  and  I  am  prepared  to  hear 
debate  it  still  further. 

Mr.  WEBSTER,~When  I  was  ii 
rupted  I  was  seeking  to  discover  how  1 
orable  members  opposite  could  justify  i 
position  before  the  workers,  who  wi 
benefit  by  the  granting  of  a  bonus  for 
production  of  inxi  in  Australia.  It  U 
to  them  that  they  should  be  affordeq 
opportunity  of  telling  their  ccxistituem 
so  many  words  why  they  have  sunk 
fiscal  question,  upon  which  they  were  e!d 
to  this  Parliament.  The  right  honot 
member  for  East  Sydney,  who  has  asso 
the  position  of  leader  of  the  Oppositinn, 
who  is  such  an  adept  in  the  art  of  mal 
personal  explanations,  that  he  can  eri 
the  various  and  conflicting  attitudes  ada 
by  him  upon  any  question,  should  l>el 
forded  an  opportunity  of  stating  why  he! 
pulled  down  the  fiscal  flag,  which  he  u 
to  the  mast  at  the  last  election.  He  sh 
perform  his  duty  in  this  House,  andi 
seek  to  evade  responsibility  for  his  rooj 
by  endeavouring  to  obtain  a  snatch  vcJ 

Mr.  Johnson. — Upon  a  point  of  M 
I  submit  that  the  honorable  member  ii 
transgressing  the  rules  of  Parliament 
that  he  is  discussing  the  subject  whia 
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scuss  when  the  Standing 
:n  suspended. 

1. — Seeing  that  you,  sir, 
ruled  upon  the  same  point, 
ble  member  for  Lang  guilty 
nduct  in  again  raising  it  ? 
ER, — The  point  of  order 
lorable  member  has  not  pre- 
ken.  It  relates  to  a  sen- 
ch  of  the  honorable  member 
lich  had  not  been  uttered 
point  of  order  was  raised, 
objection  could  not  then  be 
dismiss  the  point  of  order, 
the  member  for  Gwydir  to 

.abour  cheers  again. 
rER. — I  sympathize  with 
►ers  opposite,  who  feel  that 
e  able  to  justify  the  votes 
I,  and  I  am  seeking  to  do 
I  sympathize  with  the 
)pposition  J  with  that  demo- 
honorable  member  for  Par- 
the  father  of  the  Labour 
lonorable  member  for  Lang, 
self-righteous  and  lecturing 
n  as  the  honorable  member 
id.  I  desire  to  secure  an  op- 
em  to  explain  their  attitude, 
fore  their  constituents  the 
y  oppose  the  Government.  I 
ly  the  honorable  and  learned 
illarat — who  has  been  con- 
absence  from  the  Chamber 
ite — and  those  who  followed 
banner  of  Protection  at  the 
re  prepared  now  to  lower 
They  should  have  an  oppor- 
in  why  they  are  consenting 
of  their  sacred  rights  and 
attempting  to  burke  leeiti- 
discussion.      I  have  done 

IN. — Go  on. 

'ER.— All  the  fighting  quali- 
use  are  not  confined  to  the 
ches,  and  I  may  go  on  too 
e  convenience  of  the  honor- 
id  member  for  Wannon.  A 
when  he  will  wish  that  I  had 
:h.  I  have  done  my  duty  in 
■  of  the  forms  of  the  House 
on  to  an  action  on  the  part 
on,  which  will  stand  out  pro- 
e  historv  of  Commonwealth 
I  of  the  most  despicable  at- 
ce  discussion  that  has  ever 


Mr.  Reid. — ^That  is  outrageous. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order!  The  honor 
able  member  must  not  charge  the  House,  or 
any  section  of  it,  with  resorting- to  methods 
which  are  despicable  in  their  character. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Then,  I  shall  with- 
draw the  word  "  despicable,"  and  shall  say 
that  the  action  of  the  Opposition  is  unfair, 
unmanly,  and  un-British.  Their  methods 
would  not  be  followed  by  statesmen  of  the 
type  of  Gladstone,  Disraeli,  or  Chamber- 
lain. Such  men  would  never  stoop  to  the 
tactics  of  which  the  Opposition  have  been 
guilty,  in  order  to  secure  a  temporary  vic- 
tory over  their  opponents.  Unlike  the 
Opposition,  they  would  not  gag  them  and 
rob  them  of  their  political  liberty.  I  have 
on  a  previous  occasion  spoken  of  certain 
honorable  members  as  being  political  high- 
waymen, and  I  say,  without  hesitation,  that 
those  who  are  supporting  the  Opposition  tac- 
tics may  fairly  be  described  in  that  way. 
They  are  political  highwaymen,  seeking  to 
rob  the  Government  of  their  political  rights 
I  trust  that  my  protest  will  be  remembered. 
It  certainly  will  be  recorded  on  the  pages 
of  the  history  of  this  Parliament.  I  do 
not  think  that  any  Labour  Go- 
vernment would  ever  descend  to 
the  use  of  such  weapons  as  the 
Opposition  have  employed  to  defeat  thei/ 
political  opponents;  but,  if  they  did,  I  for 
one  should  vigorously  protest.  I  have 
heard  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney  say  that  he  likes  a  fair  fight.  He 
invariably  cries  out  for  fair  play,  and 
yet  he  is  now  the  first  to  shelter  himself  be- 
hind a  political  hedge  and  pull  the  trigger 
of  the  revolver  which  another  man  holds  at 
the  head  of  the  Government.  He  has  spoken 
of  what  has  occurred  in  New  South  Wales, 
but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  he  is  pointine  a 
pistol  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  and. 
without  giving  them  any  opportunity  to  de- 
fend themselves,  is  demanding  their  politi- 
cal lives.  It  is  his  desire  that  the  hands 
of  the  Government  shall  be  tied  behind 
them,  and  that  a  gag  shall  be  placed  in 
their  mouths,  so  that  they  may  have  no  op- 
portunity to  defend  themselves  from  an 
attack  which  is  unprecedented  in  the  annals 
of  Australian  Parliaments. 

Mr.  McDonald  (Kennedy).  —  I 
heartily  congratulate  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Gwydir  on  his  honest,  straight 
forward,  and  manly  attempt  to  secure 
the  fullest  and  freest  discussion  of 
the  question  which  is  really  at  issue. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney  is  the 
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leader  of  the  Opposititm  or  whether  that 
portion  is  held  by  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat. 

Mr.  MA:t,ONEY. — He  is  the  tail  of  the 
Opposition. 

Mr.  Rezd. — ^That  is  polite. 

Mr.  McDonald.— The  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  whoever  he  may  be,  and  those 
behind  him,  are  endeavouring  to  prevent 
honorable  members  from  deafing  with  the 
policy  of  the  Government  in  a  straightfor- 
ward and  manly  way.  I  care  not  on  which 
side  of  the  House  I  sit. 

Mr.  Watson. — There  is  more  fun  on  the 
other  side. 

Mr.  McDonald.— We  shall  have  a 
great  deal  more  ftm  over  there. 

Mr.  Reid. — Then,  why  are  the  Govern- 
ment so  slow  in  leaving  the  Treasuiy 
benches? 

Mr.  Watson. — ^When  we  fight  we  desire 
the  Marquis  of  Queensberry  rules  to  be 

observed. 

Mr.  McDonald. — I  challenge  any  one 
to  point  to  one  act  of  maladministration  on 
the  part  of  the  Govermnent.  As  a  matt;:r 
of  fact,  honorable  members  opposite  are 
pledged  to  the  policy  to  which  the  Ministry 
are  seeking  to  give  effect  j  but  apparently 
they  are  ready  to  displace  them  merelv 
because  of  a  desire  to  gain  possessic»i  of 
the  Treasury  benches.  They  have  nothing 
whatever  to  say  against  the  administration 
of  the  Go\*ernment,  and  that  is  probably 
ihe  reason  why  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney  has  not  submitted 
a  straight-out  want  of  confidence  motion. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — That  is  what  he  told 
the  people  of  Australia  he  would  do. 

Mr.  McDonald.— The  people  of  the 
Commonwealth  have  a  right  to  know  the 
ground  on  which  it  is  proposed  to  displace 
the  Govermnent. 

Mr.  Reid.— Clause  48. 

Mr.  McDonald.— The  right  honorable 
member  is  afraid  to  submit  a  straight-out 
want  of  confidence  motion,  because  he 
knows  that  it  is  impossible  to  say  that  the 
Government  have  in  any  respect  vio- 
lated the  trust  reposed  in  them. 
He  has  told  the  House  and  the  country 
a  dozen  times  that  he  would  come  down 
with  a  no-confidence  motion,  and  yet  we 
now  find  him  prepared  to  attain  his  ends 
by  means  of  a  snatch  vote.  The  House 
ought  to  compliment  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Gwydir  upon  the  action  which  he 
has  taken.  If  he  had  not  mo\-ed  this 
motion,  honorable  members  would  not  have 
had  an  opportunity  to  say  whether  they 


approve  or  disapprove  of  the  action; 
the  Government,  and  all  that  the  cou 
would  have  known  would  have  been 
the  Government  had  been  defeated  c 
clause  of  a  Bill.  That,  to  many  pe( 
would  appear  a  mere  question  of  de 
though  the  Government  regard  it  as  <x 
ing  a  vital  principle. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Was  not  the 
Government  in  the  same  case? 

Mr.  McDonald.— No.     We  a 

straightforwardly. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  last  Government 
their  gruel  like  men. 

Mr.  McDonald.— The  members 
the  Opposition  are  not  taking  their  ^ 
like  men  this  afternoon.  I  think  that 
proper  course  for  them  to  have  folic 
was  to  try  to  defeat  the  Government  1 
direct  motion.  ■  In  spite  of  all  his  a 
tions,  the  right  honorable  member  has 
had  the  pluck  to  move  a  motion  of  nar 
confidence.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  1 
and  talk  about  him,  but  that  is  about 
There  is  no  "Yes-no"  policy  about 
however.  Everyone  knows  what  my  ] 
tion  is ;  but  I  question  if  one  memt'«j 
the  Chamber  can  say  what  the  posj 
of  the  right  honorable  mmber  is.  ' 

Mr.  Cameron.— He  is  in  Oppositi« 
day,  and  will  be  on  the  Gowmi 
benches  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McDonald.- There  is  still 
opportunity  to  discuss  this  matter,  .iit 
challenge  the  leader  of  the  Opposiiiot 
take  a  course  which  will  enable  it  t< 
properly  discussed. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney).  —  I  sh| 
like  to  be  allowed  to  say  a  few  words-j 

Mr.  McDoNALD.~The  right  hono^ 
member  has  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 

Mr.  Hughes.  —  The  right  honor 
member  ought  not  to  sit  down  before  t 
past  4  o'clock. 

Mr.  REID.— I  hope  that  I  shall 
be  continually  interrupted  during  my 
marks.  I  wish,  if  I  may  be  allowed  ti 
so,  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply  to, 
imputations  which,  even  coming  from 
quarter,  must  cause  one  a  certain  am< 
of  ccmcem.  Honorable  members  who  I 
spoken  upon  this  extraordinary  motiw  1 
uttered  a  number  of  statements  as  ret 
for  suspending  our  ordinary  rules  vl 
must,  to  any  man  of  parliamentary  ^ 
ence,  appear  absolutely  absurd.  T 
should  kriow  that  it  is  not  f (»-  this  Ho 
when  dealing  with  a  particular  Biil 
which  it  has  recorded  its  opinions,  to 
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posidon  of  the  Government. 
diOGe  its  own  position  by  at- 
ain  significance  to  a  request 
ise  was  at  liberty  to  grant  or 
'he  House  was  asked  to  re- 
lin  clause,  about  which  hon- 
5  had  made  up  their  minds, 
)ne  so,  proposed  not  to  re- 
iirely  we  cannot  make  special 
rable  gentlemen  who  are  so 
se  to  retention  of  office  —  ■ 
i. — ^Why  did  the  right  hon- 

select  clause  48? 
-I  did  not  select  that  clause. 
. — The  right  hoiorable  mem- 
ale  to  the  recommittal  of  the 

—The  Government  said  out- 
would  consider  that  the 
\  enough  of  them  if  it  did 
D  the   recommittal   of  the 

ER. — I  have  already  ruled, 
ccasions,  that  no  refer- 
lade  CXI  this  motion  to  a  de- 
ending,  or  to  any  motion  on 
per.  I  therefore  ask  the 
member  not  to  continue  his 

-I  fall  back  upon  the  sacred 
h  you,  sir,  heard  of  from 
nember  for  Gwydir  a  hun- 
he  used  the  words  once,  he 
indred  times. 

^LD. — I  rise  to  order.  Is 
ible  member  in  order  in  re- 
our  conduct,  Mr.  Speaker, 
gleet  of  duty  to  you  in  not 
remarks  of  the  honorable 
'ydir  ? 

ER.— I  recognise  no  impu- 
lse! f  in  what  was  said  by 
orable   member    for  East 

-I  wish  to  point  out,  in  re- 
rical  statements  of  my  hon- 
in  view  of  an  unpleasant 

. — ^We  shall  be  quite  pre- 
ver  happens,  though  I  never 
honorable  member  to  be  sa 
-The  Prime  Minister,  in 

sacred  principles  of  parlia- 
nent,  invited  the  House  to 
mrse.  THe  House  proposes 
free  will  in  regard  to  the 
not  made  the  occasion  sig- 

had  nothing  to  do  with  the 


Mr.  Hughes. — Honorable  members  have 
been  coerced  into  making  the  position  sig- 
nificant 

Mr.  REID. — Attempts  have  been  made 
to  induce  some  honorable  members  to  change 
their  votes  on  a  solemn  question  of  prin- 
ciple, in  order  to  save  the  Government. 

Mr.  Hughes. — What  about  the  right 
honorable  member  for  Balaclava? 

Mr.  REID. — The  Government  have  suc- 
ceeded in  three  or  four  instances  in  induc- 
ing honorable  members  to  change  their 
votes.  The  trouble  in  connexion  with  the 
present  situation  is  that  they  cannot  get 
five  or  six  honorable  members  to  do  so. 

Mr.  David  Thomson. — What  about  the 
right  honorable  member's  own  supporters? 

Mr.  Watson. — Yes,  what  about  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Dalley  ? 

Mr.  REID. — He  can  answer  for  him- 
self. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — So  can  the  others. 

Mr.  REID. — The  honorable  member  for 
Dalley  has  withstood  the  animosity  of  the 
Labour  Party  for  fifteen  years,  and  has 
beaten  them  every  time  He  had  a  singular 
success  at  Balmain  the  other  day  in  "  down- 
ing "  one  or  two  of  them. 

Mr.  Mahon. — What  has  the  Balmain 
election  to  do  with  this  question  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  right  honorable 
member,  in  referring  to  the  Balmain  elec- 
tion, was  transgressing  the  rules  of  debate. 

Mr.  REID. — I  was  referring  to  the 
sacred  principle  of  the  right  of  the  people 
to  choose  the  men  they  wish  to  represent 
them,  as  the  honorable  member  for  Gwvdir 
would  say.  I  had.  had  some  little  experi- 
ence of  the  rules  of  Parliament  before  the 
present  Government  was  heard  of.  These 
rules  are  old.  They  have  been  established 
for  many  years.  It  is  the  most  common 
thing  in  the  world  for  the  House,  some- 
times on  the  invitation  of  the  Government, 
and  sometimes  against  their  wish,  to  vote 
against  the  recommittal  of  a  Bill  to  secure 
the  reconsideration  of  some  provision  in  it. 

Mr.  Batchelor.— This  is  an  attempt 
to  take  the  business  of  the  House  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  Government, 

Mr.  REID. — No  one  who  was  a  sup- 
porter of  the  Government  would  take  part 
in  such  an  attempt.  But  surely  those  who 
oppose  the  Government  are  entitled  to  try 
to  take  the  business  of  the  House  out  of 
their  harids?  This  is  a  new  style  of  ad- 
ministration that  honorable  members  desire. 
What  do  we  care  whether  our  action  does 
or  does  not  take  the  business  of  the  House 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  Government  ?  Are 
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we  here  to  keep  the  Govemnwnt  in  (^ce? 
Are  we  here  to  save  them,  by  buildnig 
bridges  for  them  at  the  sacrifice  of  our  own 
principles  /  We  are  not  here  for  that  pur- 
pose. All  the  bridges  that  could  be  built 
have  been  built,  and  the  grievance  of  hon- 
orable members  opposite  is  that  they  cannot 
go  into  the  building  yard  and  get  another 
bridge  built.  That  is  the  only  trouble  of 
these  valiant  heroes,  to  whom  principle  is 
everything,  and  who  have  sold  the  trades 
unionists  of  Australia  on  their  own  prin- 
ciples. I 

Mr.  Watson. — ^That  is  a  good  gag;  but 
the  trades  unionists  of  Australia  know  the 
right  honorable  gentleman.  They  have  been 
sold  by  him  too  often. 

Mr.  REID. — I  do  not  profess  to  live  on 
them,  as  other  people  do. 

Mr.  Watson. — No  one  else  lives  on  them. 
The  right  honorable  member  knows  better 
than  that. 

Mr.  REID. — I  have  taken  a  straightfor- 
ward course,  and  have  dealt  with  them  as 
farorably  and  as  fairly  as  I  have  dealt  with 
other  members  of  the  ccHnmunity. 
^  Mr.  Watson. — It  comes  well  fran  the 
right  honorable  member  to  talk  about  sell- 
ing- 1  't] 

Mr.  Mahon. — The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber would  sell  himself  to  anybody. 

Mr.  Hughes. — He  has  sold  every  party 
to  which  he  has  belonged. 

Mr.  Watson. — He  has  sold  the  free- 
traders. 

Mr.  Batchelob. — Has  he  not  sold  him- 
self to  the  protectionists? 

Mr.  REID.— Poor  fellows  !  Is  it  so  sad 
to  leave? 

Mr.  Watson. — I  shall  not  be  as  sad 
about  leaving  office  as  the  right  honorable 
member  was  in  1898.  I  have  not  crawled 
round  other  honorable  members,  as  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  did. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  ask  Ministers  to  help 
me  in  securing  the  observance  of  the  rules 
of  debate. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  am  quite  prepared  to 
assist  in  every  way  in  the  maintenance  of 
order  in  this  Chamber,  but  in  my  view,  the 
right  honorable  member  has  no  right  to 
suggest  improper  conduct  to  Ministers.  If 
he  does  so,  I  ^all  certainly  repiv  to  him. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  perfectly  within 
the  rights  of  any  honorable  member  who 
has  not  spoken  to  reply  to  anything  said 
by  any  other  honorable  member. 

Mr.  Watson. — Time  will  not  permit  of 
my  doing  sa  The  right  honorable  member 
knows  that. 


Mr.  REID.— The  honorable  gentles 
has  bad  plenty  of  time. 

Mr.  Watson. — have  not  had  a  mint 
Mr.  S'PEAKER.— As  honorable  me 

bers  know,  the  rules  of  the  House  reqi 
them  to  remain  silent  while  the  Speaker 
addressing  the  Chamber.  Every  hoo 
able  member  who  has  not  yet  spoken  1 
the  right  to  subsequently  reply  to  the 
marks  made  by  other  honorable  membe 
but  it  is  disorderly  to  interrupt  by  inte^ 
tion  whoever  is  addressing  the  Chair. 

Mr.  REID. — I  am  porry  if  I  have  s 
anything  offensive,  but  hcmorable  mtrsk 
have  been  hurling  most  offensive  epitheta 
me,  five  or  six  at  a  time,  and,  like  then 
I  am  hit  I  feel  inclined  to  hit  back. 

Mr.  Hughes. — The  honorable  membc 
a  great  fighter. 

Mr.  REID. — I  have  been  a  prettv  g 
fighter  in  my  time. 

Mr.  Hughes. — That  is  why  the  r 
honorable  member  is  pursuing  his  pre 

tactics. 

Mr.  REID. — I  am  pursuing  tact 
This  absurd  motion  has  been  sprung  r,a 
House  by  the  honorable  member  for  G 
dir,  who  went  nearly  mad  in  a  speedi  t 
ing  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  was  foI!o 
by  another  gentleman,  who  was  in  a  sitr 
state  of  hysteria.  But  honorable  mem 
who  profess  to  believe  in  every  one  ha' 
fair  play  are  grumbling  because  I  wisl 
occupy  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  replyinj 
the  avalanche  of  abuse  which  has  \ 
poured  upon  me  during  the  last  two  ho 

Mr.  Watson. — I  am  not  grumbling. 

Mr.  REID.— I  wish  to  protest  af;a 
this  unprecedented  attempt  to  anticipate 
vote  of  this  House  upon  a  matter  of  y\i 
importance.      When  the  fate  of  the 
Government  was  at  stake  in  connexion  \ 
a  certain  amendment  having  regard  to 
inclusion  of  railway  servants  within 
scope  of  this  very  Bill,  did  the  IX-.> 
Government  crawl  round  to  get  a  man  ' 

Mr.  Watson. — ^Has  any  one  else  d 
that?  Why  does  not  the  honorable  m 
ber  sav  lAraight  out  what  he  means? 

Mr.  REID. — I  am  not  talking  about 
Ministry,  but  of  the  whole  Parliamcr.i 

Mr.  Hughes. — We  ffid  not  crawl  to 
caucus  for  a  penny  cm  tea.  The  r 
honorable  gentleman  has  a  monopoly  in  r 
ters  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  REID. — It  is  not  the  penny  thj 
worrying  you;  it  is  something  more  ; 
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K£R. — I  must  ask  the  right 
nber  not  to  address  Iklinistei's 
to  address  the  Chair. 
. — Like  the  honorable  mem 
Ir/I  am  rather  a  novice,  and 

attacks  lead  me  from  the 
ude.  The  very  same  situa- 
this  very  Parliament  two  or 

ago.  The  same  Bill  was 
use,  and  a  vote  was  approach- 
;  which  the  Government  made 
mncement.  Did  the  Deakin 
»untenance — I  suppose  that 
lister  win  admit  that  the  pre- 
ent  countenanced  the  action 
ible  member  for  Gwydir — 
upporters  getting  up  to  make 
ary  speech  in  abuse  of  the 
'  anticipation  of  the  vote  that 
n?  Did  any  such  abuse  of 
of  parliamentary   life  take 

the  Prime  Minister  and  his 
nt  out  of  office  without  a 

N. — They  were  treated  fairly. 
. — They  were  engaged  upon 
eat  magnitude,  and  when  a 
nciple  arose,  upon  which  the 
honorable  members  differed 
hey  submitted  themselves  to 
f  the  House. 

IN. — No  one  wotld  have  rc- 
recommittal  of  the  Bill. 
— ^What !  in  order  to  change 
:s? 

IN. — No  one  would  have  re- 
mittal if  the  Government  had 

— I  am  sure  that  the  honor- 
ed member  for  Ballarat  would 
:ed  for  a  reccxiKnittal  in  order 
■nment  might  change  its  prin- 
>nly  point  which  has  created 
or  which  has  warranted  the 
iber  for  Gwydir  in  addressing 
ir  an  hour  and  a  half — the 
if  his  action — and  it  is  well 

d  know  it — was  

tisoN. — The  right  honorable 
ickery. 

— Surely  we  have  arrived  at 
Df  affairs  when  an  honorable 
t  adhere  to  the  vote  which  he 

given  on  an  important  mat- 
le  without  being  accused  of 
at  is  the  effect  of  the  com- 
onorable  member  for  Gwydir  ; 
re  have  made  up  our  minds 
principle,  and  that  we  do  not 

them,  and  that  we  wish  to 


let  the  Government  know  it  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment.    That  is  the  situati(»i. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Will  the  honorable 
member  kindly  take  his  seat  ? 

Debate  interrupted.  Business  of  the  day 
called  on  under  Standing  Order  up. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 
Mr.  WATSON  (Bland— Treasurer).— In 
view  of  the  importance  of  the  issue  before 
the  House  at  the  present  time,  I  think  it 
is  only  proper  that  I  should  ask  honorable 
members  to  forego  their  rights  with  regard 
to  private  business  for  to-day.  Therefore, 
I  move — 

That  the  consideration  of  general  business  be 
postponed  until  after  the  consideration  of  Order 
of  the  Day  No.  i,  Government  business. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

CONCILIATION  AND  ARBITRA- 
TION BILL. 

Debate  resumed  from  loth  August  {vide 
page  4083),  on  motion  by  Mr.  Watson — 

That  the  Bill  be  now  recommitted  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  for  the  reconsideration 
of  clauses  4,  37,  38,  39,  46,  48,  52,  67,  68,  and  90 
and  schedule  B,  and  the  consideration  of  proposed 
new  clauses  53A  and  95A — 

Upon  which  Mr.  McCav  had  moved  by 
way  of  amendment — 

Tha.t  clause  48  be  omitted  from  the  clauses  pro- 
posed to  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey).— I  think  I 
might  appropriately  refer  to  the  principal 
amendments  that  have  been  made  in  the 
Bill.  The  measure  was  not  the  creation  of 
the  present  Ministry,  but  was  left  on  the 
stocks  b>  the  Deakin  Administration.  It 
then  contained  a  clause  which  provided  for 
preference  to  unionists,  and  the  exercise  of 
untrammelled  discretion  by  the  Judge. 
Some  honorable  members  have  stumped  the 
country,  and  have  denounced  the  present 
Administration  for  attempting  to  ruin  the 
primary  inrlustries  of  the  Commonwt:i!th. 
They  have  never  had  the  manli- 
ness to  say  that  the  preference 
clause  originated  with  the  Deakin 
Ministry,  and  that  it  was  left  as  .1 
legacy  to  the  present  Administration.  I 
have  always  considered  that  the  Bill  does 
not  go  far  enough,  but  I  am  anxious  to 
carrv  out  the  pledge  which  I  gave  to  my 
constituents,  and  to  place  upon  the  statute- 
book  a  measure  which,  although  it  may  not 
be  perfect,  will,  at  least,  form  the  ground 
work  of  the  legislation  that  is  desired  for 
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the  peaceful  settlement  of  industrial  dis- 
putes. I  venture  to  say  that,  at  the  last 
general  election,  the  great  majority  of  the 
electors  expressed  themselves  in  favour  of 
conciliation  and  arbitration.  The  honorable 
member  for  Dalley  told  me  that  I  should 
vote  against  the  Bill,  because  it  did  not  en- 
tirely meet  with  my  approval ;  but  I  am 
anxious  to  do  all  I  can  to  bring  about  the 
reform  which  every  honorable  member  pro- 
fesses to  desire.  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinella  succeeded  in 
securing  the  adoption  of  an  amendment 
which,  I  venture  to  say,  would  prove  abso- 
lutely unworkable.  Under  the  common  rule 
an  award  might  apply  to  the  whole  of 
the  workmen  in  a  particular  industry 
in  the  Commonwealth,  and  it  would  be  im- 
practicable to  furnish  the  Court  with  in- 
formation that  would  satisfy  it  that  an  ap- 
plication for  preference  was  indorsed  by  a 
majority  of  those  affected.  Tate  the  case 
of  the  shearers.  What  man  could  tell  fiow 
many  shearers  would  be  affected  by  an 
award  of  the  Court  ?  Any  one  with  a  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  shearing  work  knows  that 
during  seasons  when  the  harvests  fail,  many 
hundreds  or  thousands  of  men  resort  to 
shearing  work,  who,  at  other  times,  would 
find  employment  in  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts. Jfen  may  go  out  as  shearers  one  year, 
and  not  shear  the  next.  Still  they  would  be 
affected  by  the  award  of  the  Court,  because 
they  might  obtain  a  run  of  sheds  for  the  fol- 
lowing season.  Therefore,  no  one  could 
tell  how  many  men  would  be  affected  by  an 
award  of  the  Court.  Then,  in  the  case  of 
miners,  a  man  may  follow  mining  for  a 
time,  and  then  resort  to  other  means  of  live- 
lihood ;  but  he  may  return  to  work  as  a 
miner  at  any  time.  No  one  knows  better 
than  does  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Corinella  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  demonstrate  to  the  Court  that  the 
majority  of  the  persons  affected  by  an  award 
approved  of  the  application  for  preference. 

Mr.  McCay. — I  do  imt  know  it.  I  think 
that  the  proviso  is  workable,  or  I  should  not 
support  it. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— The  honorable  and 
learned  member  failed  to  produce  any  evi- 
dence in  proof  of  the  soundness  of  his 
view.  When  I  asked  him  to  afford  such 
proof  he  sneered  at  me. 

Mr.  McCav.— I  did  not. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— The  honorable  and 
learned  member  seemed  to  think  that,  be- 
f*ause  he  knew  a  little  about  Castlemaine,  he 


was.  fully  acquainted  with  the  GonditicHis  t 
the  mining  industry.  I  might  tell  hii 
however,  that  I  was  working  down  a  mii 
before  he  was  bora  I  diixik,  therefore,  tfa 
I  can  claim  to  know  something  about  minei 
Mr.  McCay. — I  admit  that  freely. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— The  hcmorable  me 

her  for  Wentworth  professed  to  know  evei 
thing  about  the  aspirations  and  requl 
ments  of  the  working  classes,  and  he  treat 
my  interjections  with  contempt.    Let  , 
tell  the  honorable  member  that  it  is  fan 
nate  for  him  that  he  has  never  been  un 
the  ne(%ssity  of  making  himself  acquain! 
with  the  wants  of  the  working  classes, 
came  into  the  world  with  a  silver  spooa 
his  mouth,  and  his  path  in  life  has  b 
made  so  easy  that  it  is  impossible  for  1 
to  understand  the  difficulties  that  would , 
experienced  in  ccxnplying  with  the  car 
tion  laid  down  in  the  proviso  adopted  at 
instance  of  the  honorable  and  learned  mi 
her  for  Corinella.    The  honorable  mem 
for  Dalley  has  declared  that  he  will  % 
against  the  clause  in  the  Bill  whidi 
intended  to  confer  a  preference  upcm  uni 
ists,  on  the  ground  that  it  does  not  go 
enough.    There  is  an  old  saying,  that  ; 
excuse  is  better  than  none ;  and  I  certai 
think  that  that  remark  is  applicable  to 
lamentable  attempt  of  the  honorable  m 
ber  to  justify  his  action  in  this  ctynnev 
He  even  refuses  to  allow  the  Bill  to  be  ta.' 
into  Committee,  with  a  view  to  securing 
amendment  of  the  clause  in  the  dired 
which  he  desires.     He  afHrms  that  he 
see  no  distinction  between  the  proposal 
the  Govenunent  and  the  amoidment  of 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  C 
nella.    Can  his  chief  see  no  difference 
tween  the  two?    Does  the  honorable  1 
learned  member  for  Corinella  see  no 
ference?     Is  there  not  a  \zst  distiT-j 
between  requiring  an  organizaticwi  to  se«J 
the  approval  of  a  majority  of  those 
fected  by  an  award,  and  requiring  i' 
demonstrate  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Cr 
that  it  substantially  represents  the  in 
ests  of  those  engaged  in  any  parti'_-i 
industry  ?  v 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. — The  horKT: 
member  has  said  that  there  is  a  differei 
but  he  has  not  explained  what  it  is. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— In  quite  a  numbei 

cases   an   organization   might  be  ab  1  -j 
sati-sfy  the  Arbitration  Court  that  it  i 
stantially  represents  the  interests  of 
employes  engaged  in  any  industry  . 
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Edwards. — But  the  Prime 
res  that  the  words  "  substan- 
its  "  are  equivalent  to  saying 
lization  consists  of  a  major- 
kers  in  a  particular  industry. 
TON. — They  do  not  mean  a 

Y  Smith. — What    do  they 

TON.— If  the  members  of 
ere  required  to  represent  a 
le  electors,  very  few  could 
ats.  If  the  individuals  who 
as  seamen  or  shearers  to-day, 
3  engaged  to-morrow,  are  to 
ock  the  desire  of  those  who 

a  preference  under  this  Bill, 
possible  for  the  members  of 
ion  to  obtain  a  preference 
annexion  with  municipal  ar- 
is  it  not  been  repeatedly  pro- 
ertain  vote  must  be  polled? 
f. — This  is  not  a  question  of 

working. 

rON. — It  has  been  said,  dur- 
of  the  debate  upon  this  Bill, 
only  a  limited  number  of 
sts  in  Australia.  We  have 
that  the  number  of  non- 
xceeds  that  of  the  unionists.  Is 
Lv  of  stating  the  facts  of  the 
lot  the  honorable  and  learned 
Verriwa  know  that  the  non- 
ude  thousands  who  are  en- 
ities  where  there  are  no  trades 
which  they  could  join? 
f. — We  ought  to  consider  the 
en  who  cannot  afford  to  em- 
to  represent  them  before  the 

TON. — I  have  as  much  con- 
those  individuals  who  are  not 
nions — with  the  exception  of 
resident  in  places  where  such 
exist — as  has  the  honorable 
lember.  I  would  remind  him 
;ssion  with  which  he  is  asso- 
5retty  tight  union  of  its  own. 
>w  why,  other  things  being 
;rence  should  be  extended  to 

Forrest. — In  the  Western 
;t  no  preference  is  given  to 

S'TON.—In  the  first  place, 
;s  not  recognise  individuals. 
I  upon  organizations,  in 
■ya  from  individuals.  It  was 
n     these     lines     for  the 


express  purpose  of  enabling  the  Court 
to  give  effect  to  an  award.  The  organiza- 
tions are  intended  to  assist  in  giving  e^e:t 
to  the  awards  of  the  Court.  The  individual 
is  not  considered  at  all.  A  strike  occurred 
in  New  South  Wales  recently.  The  union- 
ists did  not  strike,  although  the  press  oi 
Australia  endeavoured  to  convey  the  im- 
pression that  they  did.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  however,  it  was  only  the  non-tinionists 
— the  members  engaged  in  that  particular 
industry  who  did  not  belong  to  organiza- 
tions— who  struck.  They  refused  to  be 
bound  by  the  award  of  the  Court.  But 
the  trades  imionists  gave  effect  to  that 
award.  I  congratulate  the  Government 
upon  making  an  honest  effort  to  secure  in 
Arbitration  Bill,  which  would  at  least  be 
workable.  It  wouFd  be  a  standing  dis- 
grace to  them  if,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
maining upon  the  Treasury  benches,  they 
allowed  this  Bill  to  pass  in  its  present  torm 
— a  disgrace  which  no  time  could  obliterate. 
They  wish  to  obtain  a  recommittal  of  cer- 
tain clauses,  in  order  that  we  may  secure  a 
measure,  which,  if  not  perfect,  will  at  least 
be  of  some  utility.  I  commend  them  for 
their  action  in  staking  their  Ministerial 
existence  upon  this  particular  provision. 
Personally,  I  am  indifferent  as  to  where 
I  sit  in  this  Chamber,  but  I  am  anxious 
that  those  engaged  in  industrial  pursuits 
in  the  Commonwealth  shall  secure  a  work- 
able measure  in  connexion  with  the  import- 
ant question  of  conciliation  and  arbitration. 
In  my  judgment,  even  the  proposal  of  the 
Government  does  not  go  far  enough,  but 
I  believe  that  under  its  operation  there  is 
a  possibility  of  an  organization  being  able 
to  satisfy  the  Court  that  it  substantially  re- 
presents the  employes  in  the  particular  in- 
dustry affected  by  an  award.  That,  how- 
ever, would  be  quite  impossible  under  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella.  I  cannot  help  re- 
marking that  since  the  present  Government 
assumed  office,  there  has  been  continuous 
underground  engineering. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Because  they  have 
not  a  majority  behind  them. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— A  continuous  attempt 
has  been  made  to  overthrow  them.  Why  ? 
They  do  not  occupy  their  present  positions 
as  the  result  of  self-seeking?  Will  any 
honorable  member  assert  that  they  attempted 
to  secure  possession  of  the  Treasury  benches 
by  underground  tactics? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  would  remind  the 
honorable  member  that  the  proposal  before 
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the  Chair  has  lefeience  to  the  recomimttftl 
of  clause  48. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  was  coming  to  that 
matter.  I  unhesitatingly  declare  that  the 
action  of  honorable  members  of  the  Opposi- 
tion is  prompted  by  a  desire  to  place  certain 
ot  their  number  upon  the  Treasury  benches. 
It  is  a  piece  of  utter  cant  and  hypocrisy 
for  them  to  claim  that  it  is  prompted  by  a 
desire  to  study  the  best  interests  of  the 
country.  One  cannot  close  his  eyes  to  the 
fact  that  in  politics  we  see  strange  bed- 
fellows. We  have  now  presented  to  us  the 
spectacle  of  certain  honorable  members,  in 
their  endeavour  to  gain  the  Ministerial 
benches,  falling  upon  the  necks  of  others, 
vhose  names,  if  mentiwied  in  their  presence 
only  a  month  or  two  ago,  would 
have  p/oduced  the  same  effect  as 
would  a  red  rag  upon  a  bull. 
It  has  been  asserted  on  a  public  platform 
that  the  Commonwealth  ship  of  State  is 
being  "  steered  from  the  steerage."  Where 
is  the  right  honorable  member  who  made 
that  statement?  Where  was  he  yesterday 
when  this  contemptible  method  was  adopted 
to  secure  the  defeat  of  the  Government  ?  He 
was  probably  in  the  vaults  of  the  House,  or 
in  the  sewer.  We  have  had  an  exhibition 
of  something  that  is  more  like  sewerage 

politics  

Mr.  Kennedy. — I  desire  to  know,  Mr. 
Speaker,  whether  tlv5  honorable  member 
is  in  order  in  referring  to  a  course  of  pro- 
cedure permissible  under  the  Standing  Or- 
ders as  being  contemptible? 

■  >Ir.  Sydney  Smith. — I  would  point  out, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  honorable  member 
not  only  said  that  a  certain  method  of  pro- 
cedure was  contemptible,  but  that  we  were 
being  treated  to  an  exhibition  of  sewerage 
politics. 

Sir  John  Forrest.- — He  said  that  the 
right  honorable  member  was  probably  in 
the  sewer. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — It  is  a  remark  that 
should  not  be  applied  to  any  honorable 
member. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  shall  ask  the  hon- 
orable member  to  withdraw  the  ^atements 
to  which  objection  has  been  taken.  At  the 
same  time,  I  would  again  impress  upon  him 
that  it  is  necessary  that  he  should  confine 
his  remarks  to  the  question  of  whether 
clause  48  shall  or  shall  not  be  recommitted. 
The  general  question  of  the  position  of  the 
Government  is  not  under  consideration. 

Mr.  POYNTON. — I  was  not  aware,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  it  was  a  breach  of  the  rules 
of  this  House  to  


Mr.  SPEAKER.— Does  the  honor 
member  withdraw  the  words  objected  1 

Mr.  POYNTON— Withdraw  the  * 
"  contemptible"? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  two  remark 
which  objection  has  been  taken. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  shall  withe 
them,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  say  that  we 
being  treated  to  an  rachibition,  not  of  sei 
age,  but  of  underground,  politics.  The  1 
"steerage  politics"  has  become  farj 
since  its  use  by  the  main  conspirator  id 
plot  that  has  been  hatched  to  defeat 
Govemmoit  I 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — What  has  thj 
do  with  the  question  under  consideratic 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  on  two  c 
sions  called  the  honorable  member's  al 
tion  to  the  fact  that  the  question  ui 
consideration  is  whether  or  not  clause 
shall  be  recommitted.  I  must  ask  hit 
confine  himself  to  the  matter  under  del 
or  I  shall  have  to  ask  him  not  to  pro 
with  his  remarks. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  shall  ende:.i 
Mr.  Speaker,  to  obey  your  ruling,  but  w 
point  out  that  there  is  no  occasion 
anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  honorable  n 
ber  for  Macquarie.  The  little  time  tb 
shall  occupy  in  placing  my  views  beforfS 
House  will  not  materially  delay  his  !e 
securing  a  seat  on  the  Treasury  t«nch£ 

Mr.  Mauon. — The  honorable  ma 
does  not  mean  that. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  da  I  am  asiu 
of  the  party  with  which  I  was  associi 
for  several  years.  I  believe  in  fair  j 
and  certainly  do  not  look  with  fa^-our  u 
any  exhlbiticm  of  hvpocrisy  or  cant.  | 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  must  ask  the  ho 
able  member  either  to  debate  the  nv. 
before  the  Chair  or  to  discontinue  his  s^i 
He  is  distinctly  out  of  order,  and  his 
tention  has  twice  been  called  to  that 

Mr.  POYNTON.—Do  I  understand 
to  rule,  sir,  that  it  is  out  of  order  to 
the  words  "hvpocrisy"  and  "canr' 
dealing  with  the  matter  under  consic 
tion? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  a 
ber  will  recognise  that  the  question  is 
as  to  any  word  that  he  may  use,  but  1 
ther  he  is  dealing  with  the  subject -m. 
of  the  motion,  to  which  I  have  Vxice:  ca 
his  attention.  He  must  debate  the  c 
tion  as  to  the  recc»nmittal  o(  dause  48, 
that  only.  Any  other  matter  is  inadmiss 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Do  you  rule. 
Speaker,  that  I  cannot  discuss  the  ottij 
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lorable  members  who  are  op- 

eammittaJ  of  the  clause  ■ 

KER. — The  honorable  mem- 
55  clause  48,  and  nothing  else. 
TON. — In  dealing  with  that 

referring  incidentally  to  the 
se  who  do  not  desire  that  it 
amitted.  I  wish  to  deal  with 
reasons  which  have  been  ad- 
le  attempt  to  defeat  the  Go- 
X)sal.  If  there  is  one  thing 
e  more  than  another,  it  Is 
lonest  fighting.  I  object  to 
methods,  and  exceedingly  re- 
;e  who  desire  to  gain  posses- 
Treasury  benches  have  not 
ire  manly  course.    These  un- 

have  been  adopted  in  order 
osition  may  secure  an  addi- 
:hrough  the  question  being 
the  House  instead  of  in  Com- 
attempt  has  also  been  made 
vemment  pair.  I  refer  to  the 
;  right  honorable  member  for 
th  an  honorable  member  who 
ilinistry. 

KER.— I  am  sure  that  the 
nober's  parliamentary  experi- 
tiim  that  he  must  confine  his 
le  clause  under  consideration, 
discussion  of  the  conduct  of 
ible  members,  whether  it  be 
or  otherwise,  is  out  of  order. 
;  member  can  deal  only  with 
id  with  the  reasons  for  and 
»mmittal.  I  am  reluctant  to 
so  often,  but  he  must  obey 
Orders. 

TON. — I  regret,  sir,  that  you 

me  to  give  the  reasons  

Y  Willis. — The  honorable 
discuss  the  clause. 
TON.— It  is  hardly  likely 
tng  to  accept  my  instructions 
e  members  of  the  Opposition, 
aw  that  the  Opposition  are 
a  vote. 

S.ER.— That  is  not  before  the 

TON. — I  am  not  making  any 
I  am  not  prepared  to  repeat 
.  I  was  told  of  the  incident 
efer  at  the  entrance  to  the 
^hat  have  trades  unionists 
'  should  be  treated  in  the  way 
;  members  of  the  Opposition 
;  are  told  by  the  Opposition 
pathize  with  trades  unionists, 
)athy  is  always  wanting  when 


a  proposal  is  made  to  give  them  some  prac- 
tical support.  At  one  time  in  the  Par- 
liaments of  the  States,  cxie  heard  nothing 
but  the  cry  of  "  property,  property,  pro- 
perty." That  was  the  "gag"  that  was 
commonly  used  when  efTorts  were  made  to 
extend  the  franchise  to  those  who  were 
termed  "  the  lower  classes."  We  are  told 
to-day  that  we  are  seeking  to  interfere  with 
the  liberty  of  the  subject.  That  is  an  old 
cry.  It  was  raised  when  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury first  took  steps  to  improve  the  con- 
ditions of  pauper  children  who  were  being 
worked  in  the  factories  of  England  to  such 
an  extent  that  many  of  them  became 
cripples.  It  was  then  asserted  that  if 
the  existing  factory  system  were  interfered 
with,  commerce  would  be  ruined ;  and  we 
are  told  again  to-day  that  if  we  grant  pre- 
ference to  unionists  we  shall  interfere 
with  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  and  dam- 
age commercial  interests.  Some  honor- 
able members  have  no  regard  for  anything 
but  commerce.  What  have  trades  organi- 
zations done  that  they  should  be  treated  as 
the  Opposition  propose  ?  Why  should 
they  be  penalized  ?  Have  they  not 
been  in  the  forefront  of  every  re- 
form? Have  they  not  had  the  courage 
to  take  up  questions  with  wHlich  weak- 
kneed  politicians  were  afraid  to  deal,  and 
to  boldly  fight  for  reform?  In  England, 
America,  and  Australia,  and  indeed  in  all 
parts  of  the  civilized  world,  we  find  mem- 
bers of  trades  unions  bearing  the  brunt  of 
the  fight  for  reform. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilhs. — There  is  no  com- 
pulsory arbitration  in  the  United  States  of 
America. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— That  might  have  been 
said  a  few  years  ago  of  New  Zealand. 
Trades  unionists  were  at  the  bottom  of  the 
agitation  for  the  non-employment  of  women 
and  children  in  the  mines  of  England, 
and  they  were  behind  the  great  movement 
against  the  employment  of  children  for 
unduly  long  hours  in  the  factories  of  Eng- 
land. In  every  country  they  have  fought 
for  the  improvement  of  the  working  condi- 
tions of  the  people.  Have  not  many  of  them 
suffered  for  their  efforts?  Srane  honorable 
members  would  have  us  return  to  the  days 
when  certain  miners  in  England  were  trans- 
ported to  Australia  because  they  stood  up 
for  the  interests  of  their  associations.  His- 
tory tells  us  of  case  after  case  in  which 
trades  unionists  sacrificed  their  liberty, 
suff ered  exi  le,  and  in  some  cases  lost 
their  lives  in  their  efforts  to  secure  th*' 
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advancement  of  mankind.  They  have  fought  I 
not  only  for  themselves,  not  only  for  the 
workers  with  whom  they  have  been  im- 
mediately associated,  but  for  the  indus- 
trial classes  generally.  Yet  some  honor- 
able members  spealc  of  trades  unionists  as 
if  they  were  criminals.  They  have  no  con- 
sideration for  any  one  but  non-unionists. 

Mr,  Sydney  SMrrn. — Have  not  non- 
unionists  a  right  to  be  considered  ? 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Have  trades  unionists 
never  done  anything  for  ncm-unionists  ? 
Has  not  every  reform,  which  they  have  se- 
cured— the  better  ventilation  of  mines,  the 
improvement  in  the  sanitary  conditions  of 
factories,  and  a  thousand  and  one  other 
things — benefited  non-unionists  as  well  as 
unionists  ? 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — ^We  agree  that  they 
have  done  good  work. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Some  honorable  mem- 
bers speak  as  if  the  Govenvnent  desired  to 
subject  non-unionists  to  an  injustice. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — No.  Have  we  not 
made  trades  unionists  Ministers  of  the 
Crown  ? 

Kfr.  Batchelor. — ^The  honorable  member 
did  not  give  much  assistance  in  that  direc- 
tion. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— In  the  fact  that  some 
of  the  members  of  the  Ministry  are  trades 
unionists  is  to  be  found  the  root  of  the 
trouble.  In  the  early  stages  of  the  present 
political  unrest,  the  Government  was  re- 
ferred to  as  a  trades  union  Ministry.  That 
is  the  (xily  fault  that  can  be  found  with 
them.  It  is  because  the  present  Adminis- 
trati<xi  comprises  trades  tmionists  that  the 
Opposition  are  prepared  to  sacrifice  not 
only  them  but  trades  unionists  generally. 
They  desire  to  make  the  Bill  so  useless 
that  it  will  be  a  reproach  to  the  Ministry. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards.— Was  the  Bill  de- 
signed in  the  interests  of  unionists,  or  of 
labour? 

Mr.  Batchelor.-  -In  the  interests  of  the 

public. 

Mr.  POYNTON.  —  The  Conciliation 
and  •  Arbitration  Bill  was  designed  in  the 
interests  of  organizations.  Can  any  hon- 
orable member  point  to  an  organization  of 
non-unionists?  That  is  why  in  New  Zea- 
land, in  scores  of  cases,  when  other  things 
have  been  equal,  preference  has  been  given 
to  unitHiists.  The  New  Zealand  Court 
has  recognised  that  the  whole  basis  of  this 
kind  of  legislation  is  the  recognition  of  or- 
ganizations. 


Mr.  Johnson. — ^According  to  the  hoi 
able  member's  showing,  there  is  no  n 
for  the  clause  at  all.  | 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  have  not  said 
though  that   may  be  the  opinion  of 
honorable  member.      I  think  that  if 
clause  is  not  inserted,  great  numbers 
men  ^vilI  have  black  marks  placed  aga 
their  names.     I  have  known  men  to 
black-marked  for  miles  and  miles  aroi 
Employers  may  not  have  gone  to  the  la 
of  sending  their  photographs  ahead  of 
whom  they  deemed  objectionable,  but  ■ 
have  taken  every  other  precauticMi  to 
vent  them  from  getting  employment, 
less  the  giving  of  preference  is  provi 
for,  that  state  of  things  would  exist  ui 
this   measure.     The    honorable  mec 
himself  knows  that  what  I  have  descr 
is    done.     The   honorable  member 
Dalley  has  repeatedly  admitted  that  i 
done,  and  the  honorable  member  for  Pa 
matta  knows  that  men  have  been  bl 
marked  throughout  a  whole  district, 
cause  they  had  been  chosen  as  deleg 
to  ask  for  some  concession,  not   for  | 
unionists  alone,  but  for  non-unionist^ 
well.    I  ask  honorable  members  why 
they  not  make  an  example  of  these  ter 
trades  unionists?     What  have  they  < 
for  society  that  they  deserve  considerat: 
Honorable  members  appear  to  prefei 
go  back  to  the  old  methods.  Why 
they  not  honest?     Why  do  they  not 
that  they  do  not  wish  to  have  an  Arb 
tion  Bill,  and  prefer  to  allow  disputes  t 
settled  by  strikes?    Let  us  .make  that 
issue.      Although  they  profess  to  di 
arbitration,  they  are  not  ready  to  assist 
Government  in  passing  a  workable  meaj 
Has  any  one  of  them  been  behind 
scenes  during  a  strike,   and  known 
hardship,  suffering,  and  loss  which 
occurrences  bring  in  their  train  ?  Yet 
wish  to  pass  into  law  a  measure  u 
which,  as  it  stands,  not  one  organic; 
in  Australia  would  register.    One  Min 
has  been  placed  in  difficulties,  and  arx- 
has  been  sacrificed  already,  in  connei 
with  this  Bill,  and  the  better  part  ot 
sessions  has  been  spent  in  discussing 
The  last  five  months  have  been  oc-ru 
in  the  miserable  pretence  of  doing 
thing  in  the  public  interest,  but  the  %\ 
desire  of  honorable  members  opposite  > 
secure  possesuon  of  the  Treasury  beni 
They  are  ready  to  neglect  the  ixiterests  i  >  t 
industrial  organizations,  and  to  fore,^<- 
opportunity  to  «c«r^^^  peace 
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n  possession  of  the  Treasury 
)  not  care  who  occupies  those 

DY— Then    why    all  this 

TON. — Have  we  not  a  right 
I  we  think  that  an  important 
3  be  amended  ?  It  is  aston- 
t  a  small  pretence  some  per- 
from  grace.  The  honorable 
lurprised  me.  I  remember 
I  he  would  not  have  treated 
lightly.  No  one  knows  bet- 
ses  the  need  for  establishing 
for  the  settlement  of  indus- 
He  has  been  in  the  thick 
>les.  He  is  not  like  honor- 
who  have  had  no  experience. 
;  his  duty,  as  it  is  the  duty 
House,  to  try  to  place  upon 
3k  a  workable  measure  to 
ial  peace — not  a  mere  rotten, 
K  such  as  this  is. 
DV- — I  am  not  going  to  assist 
xwrce  a  majority. 
TON. — The  honorable  mem- 
a  Ministry  which,  during  its 
e,  was  in  a  minority. 
;i>v. — That  Ministry  retired 
'hen  the  fact  was  proved. 
TON.— I  admit  that  they  re- 
nity ;  but  the  members  of  the 
nment  did  nothing  unworthy 
assession  of  the  Treasury 
eed,  they  tried  to  avoid  tak- 
n  attempt  has  been  made  to 
present  position  is  similar  to 
suited  when  the  Deakin  Go- 
defeated  ;  but  on  that  occa- 
I  no  underground  engineering, 
snt  were  twitted  a  short  time 
Jig  tried  to  persuade  men  to 
'otes  on  this  subject,  and  yet 
)rable  member  for  East  Syd- 
;  the  charge,  had  sitting  along- 
onorable  member  who  intends 
vote,  and.  who  was  no  doubt 
do  so  by  his  leader.  It  will 
to  this  Parliament  if  it  places 
book  an  unworkable  measure. 
DY. — But  the  Government  are 
he  insertion  of  a  provision  of 
ority  has  approved. 

^TON.— We  object  to  the 
h  are  being  adopted.  There 
an  opportunity  to  consider  in 
;  advisability  of  amending  the 
lost   any   amendment  would 


make  the  provisitxi  better  than  it  is  now. 
Honorable  members  are  not  prepared,  how- 
ever, to  give  an  opportunity  for  reconsider- 
ation. They  will  not  allow  even  a  comma  to 
be  added  to  or  taken  from  the  clause.  They 
have  got  their  numbers. 
_  Mr.  Kennedy. — The  Ministry  have,  ever 
since  they  took  office,  been  asking  us  to  take 
action  against  them. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— The  two  leaders  of 
the  Opposition  have,  day  after  dav,  and 
week  after  week,  threatened  the  Ministry 
with  no-confidence  motions. 

Mr.  Batchelor.— They  were  always  to 
be  moved  next  week. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Yes.  Now,  however, 
they  are  trying  to  defeat  the  Government 
by  a  miserable  subterfuge.  They  have  not 
had  the  courage  to  fight  them  on  a  straight- 
out  issue. 

Mr.  Tudor.— Neither  of  the  leaders  of 
the  Opposition  has  yet  spoken  on  this  ques- 
tion. ^ 

Mr.  POYNTON.— No.  They  are  not 
game  to  take  the  risk  of  challenging  the 
Government.  Therefore  they  have  put  up 
a  novice  hke  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella.  The  Age  says  that 
the  amendment  was  fixed  up  at  an  interview 
between  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
and  the  two  leaders  of  the  Opposition ;  but 
they  were  ashamed  to  be  present  yesterday 
when  he  was  moving  it. 

Mr.  Webster.— As  well  they  might  be. 
_  Mr.  Sydney  Smith.— Was  not  the  mo- 
tion moved  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Gwydir  this  afternoon  fixed  up  after  con- 
sultation with  the  Government? 

Mr.  Batchelor.— It  was  not  a  motion 
to  gag  honorable  members. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— Did  the  Minis- 
try not  meian  their  statement  that  thev 
would  retire  if  defeated  on  this  clause?  " 

Mr.  Batchelor.— Yes. 

^Ir.  DuGALD  Thomson.— Then  whv  do 
they  complain? 

Air.  Batchelor.— We  complain  of  the 
methods  by  which  it  is  sought  to  defeat  us 

Mr.  ^POYNTON.— If  we  go  to 
the  country  we  shall  be  asked,  "What  is 
all  this  fuss  about  ?  Why  are  certain  hon- 
orable members  so  anxious  to  get  on  to  the 
Treasury  benches?  In  what  wav  does 
their  policy  differ  from  that  of  the  Labour 
Partv?"  TEe  Age.  on  the  i8th  May, 
published  the  two  policies  side  bv  side,  to 
show  their  striking  similarity.  The  Go- 
vernment are  not  being  criticised  for  either 
their  policy  or  their  administration.  What 
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reason  have  the  Opposition  for  thear 
attitude  other  than  the  desire  to  obtain 
possession  of  the  Treasury  benches? 

Mr.  DuGAi-D  Thomson. — The  honorable 
member  expects  other  honorable  members 
to  reverse  their  votes  in  order  to  save  the 
^[inistry.  ,        ^  , 

Mr  POYNTON. — What  about  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Dalley?  We  desire  an 
opportunity  for  reconsideration  and  secono 
thought  on  a  very  important  provision. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— Have  not 
anv  of  the  honorable  members  who  intend 
to  "vote  for  the  Government  changed  their 

views  ?  , 

Mr  Sydney  Smith.— Yes ;  two  rr  three. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— There  is  always 
some  change  on  occasions  of  this  kind.  No 
man  is  so  perfect  that  he  has  never  reason 
to  change  his  mind.  Does  the  honorable 
member  for  Macquarie  dare  to  say  that  he 
never  changed  his  mind,  or  tned  to  get 
other  honorable  members  to  do  so,  when  he 
was  a  Minister? 

Mr  Sydney  Smith.— But  the  honorable 
member  complains  that  the  honorablemem- 
ber  for  Dalley  has  changed  his  mind. 

Mr  POYNTON.— I  regret  the  fact 

Mr  Sydney  Smith.— We  have  a  right, 
therefore,  to  ask.  what  about  those  on  the 
Government  side  who  have  changed  their 

™*Mr^  POYNTON.— It  was  the  right  hon 
orable  member  for  East  Sydney  who  com- 
plained in  eflfect  of  the  bad  taste  of  the 
Government  in  trying  to  secure  the  recom- 
mittal of  the  clause,  in  order  to  get  mem- 
bers who  had  voted  in  a  artain  direction 
to  change  their  votes.  TJere  »  nothing 
disgraceful  about  that,  nothing  more  than 
has  been  done  on  a  number  of  occasions. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards.— The  honorable 
member  would  not  consent  to  a  recommittal 
of  the  salt  duty. 

Mr  POYNTON. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber knows  the  reason.  An  honorable  agree- 
ment had  been  entered  into  for  the  im- 
position of  a  X2S.  6d.  duty,  instead  of 
either  a  15s.  or  a  los.  duty. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  must  ask  the  hon- 
orable member  not  to  enter  into  a  discussion 
upon  that  point. 

Mr.  POYNTON. — Those  honorable  mem- 
bers who  vote  against  the  Government  on 
this  question  will  have  a  very  hard  row  to 
hoe.  The  people  of  Australia  have  de- 
manded a  Conciliation  and  Arbitration 
Bill,  and  honorable  members  are  pledged 
to  give  them  one.  Such  a  measure  must 
be  passed,  whether  it  be  bj-  a  Reid  Go- 


vernment, a  Reid-Deakin-McCay  Mini^ 
or  a  Watson  Administratis,  and  tiittilj 
is  done  there  will  be  no  rest  for  this  I 
liament.  I  complain  of  the  attitude  ta 
up  by  honorable  mraibers,  not  only  in 
case,  but  on  previous  occasions.  They 
now  absolutely  refusing  to  afford  boa 
able  members  an  opportunity  to  discuss 
Bill  in  Committee,  and  ascertain  if  it 
be  made  workable.  This  omduct  is  Q 
par  with  the  tactics  which  have  been  t 
by  some  honorable  members  ever  ance 
have  been  here.  I  would  ask  how  n 
times  the  right  hmorable  member  for  S 
has  voted  in  favour  of  the  Bill  which 
introduced  by  the  Ministry  of  whichj 
was  a  member;  also,  how  many  time 
has  had  the  support  of  the  honorable  tr| 
ber  for  Ed^-Monaro,  ot  of  the  honor 
member  for  Draison. 

Sir  John  Forxest.— A  number  of  da 
had  been  passed  without  division. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— The  attitude  assu 
by  some  members  of  the  late  Minii 
has  introduced  a  new  feature  into  polii! 
life.  They  have  made  it  appear  thai 
man's  convictions  will  depend  upon 
side  of  the  House  cm  which  he  sits, 
position  which  some  honorable  mi 
occupy  is  a  contemptiUe  one,  and  is 
tirely  new  in  my  experience.  In  other 
liaments,  honorable  members  have  al 
had  the  courage  and  manliness  to  give  tl 
support  to  the  measures  to  which  they  ; 
committed  themselves.  Are  we  to  zss\ 
that  the  measure  has  become  objectioni 
merely  because  it  is  being  handled  b 
Labour  Administration?  We  have  1 
told  that  it  is  desirable,  in  the  interest: 
some  persons,  that  there  should  be  a  ch: 
of  Ministry.  It  has  been  pointed  out  t 
if  a  new  Ministry  came  into  power,  tl 
would  be  no  necessity  to  introduce  a 
to  amend  the  Immigration  Restriction  \ 
because  all  that  was  desired  could 
effected  by  a  change  in  the  administrat 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  m 
ber  is  proceeding  beyond  the  scope  of 
motion. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  am  endea^-ouj 
to  indicate  the  nature  of  the  tactics  ado^ 
by  honorable  members  towards  the  prr 
Government.  No  Ministry  has  ever 
ceived  such  wretched  treatment.  A  mii 
ago  I  expressed  the  opinion,  which  I 
since  become  a  omviction,  that  the  Bill| 
it  stands  is  unworkable.  I  should  hi 
been  prepared  to  accept  it  in  a  modij 
form  as  a  basis  upon  wtiich  we  could  wd| 
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ssed  in  its  present  shape  the 
nroilc  will  be  rendered  nuga- 

not  one  organixation  will 

it. 

iSON  (Lang).— So  far  as 
)ncemed>  I  am  thoroughly  in 
le  action  taken  by  the  hon- 
imed  member  for  Corinella. 
le  present  opportimity  should 
by  honorable  members  to  ex- 
inions,  and  Co  deal  with  this 
I  manner  that  will  insure 
revent  unnecessary  waste  of 

see  no  practical  difference 
Hsvemment  proposal  and  the 
ied  in  the  Bill.  The  omission 
substantial  "  from  the  amend- 
d  by  the  Government  would 
the  same  footing  as  the  pro- 
:he  retention  of   that  word 

that  vagueness  of  expression 
lave  expressed  my  objection 
with  other  portions  of  the 

all  along  objected  to  the 
;ive  preference  to  unionists, 
egation  of  the  fundamental 
qual  rights  and  equal  oppor- 
)rtunately,  the  amendment  to 
ch  I  proposed,  was  lost,  and  I 
rted  the  amendment  proposed 
ible  and  learned  member  for 
:ause  it  appeared  to  me  to  be 
thing  to  do.  I  am  unwilling 
le  present  provision,  but  if 
re  recommitted,  .1  should  cer- 
t  an  amendment  upon  the 
which  I  previously  proposed. 
:s  of  the  Bill  are  really  ap- 
e  the  community  in  the  light 

to  majority  rule.  That  is  a 
nate  position  for  them  to 
ise  it  will  be  exceedingly  dif- 
an  to  defend  it  Honorable 
)  sit  behind  the  Government 
:  with  one  voice.  The  party 
'oiced  party,  which  has  one 
non-unionist,  and  another  for 
-cMie  for  use  to  catch  the  votes 
ists,  the  other  to   dish  the 

whose  votes  have  largely  put 
arty  into  Parliament.  The  hon- 
:r  for  Hindmarsh  defended  the 
preference  on  the  ground  that 
,  as  well  as  the  members  of 
3  benefit.  It  must  be  obvious 
srence  is  to  be  given  to  one 
ist  another,  equal  benefits  can- 
Tred  upon  both.    The  honor- 

for  Darling  contended  that 


only  unionists  had  any  right  to  derive  bene- 
fit.   Here  we  have  two  diametrically  oppo- 
site statements  coming  from  two  members 
of  the  same  party.    The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Darling  contended  that  the  bene- 
fits of  the  preference  provision  should  be  re- 
stricted to  unionists,  because  they,  and  they 
alonCjhad  been  responsible  for  bringingabout 
the  adoption  of  this  class  of  legislation. 
The  honorable  member  has,  at  other  times, 
told  us  that  the  party  to  which  he  belongs 
does  not  advocate  the  interest  of  any  par- 
ticular section,  but  of  the  whole  of  the 
workers  of  the  Commonwealth.  Appar- 
ently, he  is  now  prepared  to  ignore  the 
rights  of  workers   who   are   outside  the 
unions,  because  he  says  that,    from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  advocates  of  the  Bill, 
they  are  not  entitled  to  any  benefits.  Those 
honorable  members  who  are  opposing  the 
recommittal  of  clause  48,  take  the  view 
that  all  citizens  have  equal  rights  in  the 
eye  of  the  law.    We  are  advocating  equal 
rights  of  citizenship.    That  is  a  position 
which  I  regard  as  absolutely  unassailable. 
T  wish  to  direct  attention  to  a  case,  which 
came    under    my    notice    no    later  than 
last     Monday,     which     indicates  the 
disastrous    effects     of     this    class  of 
legislation    upon    a    great    number  of 
those    persons    who    are    outside  the 
trades  unions.    The  statement  which  I  am 
about  to  read,  and  which  was  taken  down 
in  writing  by  me,  was  made  by  a  man 
who  called  at  my  house  last  Monday  morn- 
ing, and  asked  me,  "  for  God's  sake, ' '  to 
try  to  do  something  for  him. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Was  he  a  trades  uniwi- 
ist? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— He  had  been,  but 
had  fallen  into  arrears  through  illness  and 
lack  of  employment.  He  is  an  educated 
man.  and  has  been  well  brought  up,  and 
he  feels  his  position  very  keenly.  He 
said — 

I  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the  Wharf 
Labourers'  Union,  but  through  illness  and  loss  of 
employment,  was  unable  to  keep  paying  into  the 
nnion ;  and  I  got  work  from  time  to  time  at  other 
occupations.  For  months  past  now,  however,  I 
have  been  unable  to  get  work,  because  I  am  not 
a  unionist,  and  cannot  afford  to  pay  the  fees  to  be- 
come one.  My  wife,  therefore,  has  had  to  go  to 
work,  while  I  have  minded  the  house  and  the 
children,  much  to  my  own  sense  of  humiliation. 
However,  my  wife  took  ill,  and  after  a  period 
of  semi -starvation,  I  at  last  obtained,  through  the 
Peninsula  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation 
Company'i  wharfinger,  a  job  on  the  wharves 
as  a  labourer,  after  the  usual  hands  had 
been  taken  on.   I  bad  not  been  at  work  very  long 
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— about  one  hour — when  the  union  officer  de- 
manded to  see  my  ticket.  I,  of  course,  had  none, 
and  explained  matters.  I  offered  to  rejoin  the 
union  if  they  would  accept  my  signed  order  on 
my  wages,  countersigned  by  the  wharfinger,  for 
the  entrance  fee  and  a  month's  subscription,  as  I 
was  starving,  and  had  no  money.  This  was  re. 
fused,  and  I  had  to  knock  off,  and  after  having 
walked  five  miles  to  my  job,  had  to  trudge  five 
miles  home  to  my  sick  wife  and  starving  family. 

Mr.  Frazer. — What  is  his  name? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  will  not  divulge  his 

name,  but  would  not  give  the  statement  to 
the  House  unless  I  was  fully  convinced  of 
the  substantial  accuracy  of  these  statements, 
because  they  were  made  to  me  by  a  man 
whom  I  have  known  for  years. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Is  the  honorable  member 
aware  of  the  fact  that  a  union  does  rwt  col- 
lect subscriptions  from  its  members  when 
they  are  out  of  onployment? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  doubt  if  the  honor- 
able  member  can  speak  for  every  union  in 
Australia.  That  is  the  statement  which  w.is 
made  to  me,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  it  is  true. 

Mr.  Frazer. — When  a  tinionist  is  out  of 
employment,  he  is  not  called  upwi  to  pay 
his  subscriptions. 

Mr.  JOHNSON. — I  cite  that  instance  to 
show  that  the  effect  of  legislation  of  this 
character  is  to  create  a  close  corporation  of 
labour  imions,  and  to  displace  from  employ- 
ment a  large  number  of  men  whose  only 
crime  is  that  they  are  not  attached  to  these 
organizations.  The  idea  that  imionists  cmly 
should  participate  in  the  benefits  conferred 
by  such  legislation  is  a  most  selfi^  and 
narrow  one.  What  would  be  thought 
of  the  missionaries  to  the  heathen  if 
they  invoked  salvation  only  on  be- 
half of  the  members  of  their  own 
denominations  ?  What  would  be  said 
if  they  urged  that  only  their  own  particular 
sects  should  receive  the  benefits  of  the  work 
which  they  professedly  performed  in  the 
interests  of  humanity  at  large?  That  is 
exactly  the  position  which  the  honorable 
member  for  Darling  is  taking  up  to-day. 
Because  trades  unions  have  been  pioneers  of 
the  movement  for  the  up-lifting  of  the 
workers,  he  wishes  the  members  of  those 
organizations  to  secure  all  the  advantages 
which  may  result  from  improved  conditions, 
to  the  exclusion  of  that  large  class  in  whose 
interests  honorable  members  opposite  are 
accustomed  to  declare  upon  the  hustings 
they  have  been  unselfishly  working.  I  have 
no  desire  to  prolong  the  discussion  of  this 
question,  which  was  fully  debated  when  the 


clause  was  considered  in  Cmnmittee.  , 
merely  wished  to  draw  attention  to  a  case 
hardship  which  had  come  within  my  d 
sonal  knowledge,  and  which  had  resul 
from  legislation  of  this  character,  wh 
seeks  to  create  special  privileges  for  k 
workers,  and  to  impose  great  disabtli^ 
upon  the  majority.  Whatever  legisU^ 
may  be  passed,  it  should  be  the  duty 
honorable  members  to  see  that  it  is  ba 
upon  equality  of  opportunity  for  all,  jus 
to  all,  and  spedal  privileges  to  none. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie).— I  n 
preface  my  r»narks  by  an  expressicm 
regret  that  the  field  of  this  discussion 
so  limited.    In  the  past,  it  has  been  uj 
to  extend  to  Governments,  whose  right 
remain  upon  the  Treasury  benches  has  h 
challenged,  the  privilege  of  defending  ti 
policy  upon  a  motion  which  enabled 
whole  of  that  policy  to  be  debated.    I  c 
not  compliment  the  Opposition  upon 
way  in  which  they  have  endeavoured 
"  gag  "  honorable  members  

Mr.  Reid. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  or( 
I  desire  to  know  whether  a  reference 
the  "  gagging  "  of  honorable  members 
relei'ant  to  a  question  of  this  sort? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  statement 
strictly  relevant,  but  if  the  right  honon 
member  objects  to  it,  I  must  ask  the  bci 
able  member  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Reid. — I   do  object  to    it  n 

earnestly. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Then  I  must  ask 
honorable  member  for  Kalgoorlie  to  w: 

draw  it. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Certainly.  The 
honorable    member    for    East     Sy  1  ii 
does  not  relish  heavy  criticism.    No  do 
he  finds  himself  in  sudi  an  awkward  p 
tion  that  he  realizes  it  would  be  inad 
able  to  allow  honorable  members  too  w 
a  field  for  discussion,  lest  they   sh  -1 
be  in  a  position  to  fire  too  many  effcrj 
shots.    At  this  stage  I  think  I  am  ju>-t;! 
in  referring  to  the  circi»nstances  which 
up  to  the  present  Government's  assump; 
of  office.    It  will  be  recollected  that  nl 
this  Parliament  assembled,  it  was  fni 
that  a  majority  of  its   members  werf 
favour  of  extending  the  provisions  of 
Conciliatitxi  and  ArbitraticKi   Bill  to 
public  servants  of  the  States  and  of 
Commonwealth.    The  Government  of 
day  refused  to  give  effect  to  the  wishes 
that  majority.  r-^  1 
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KER. — I  must  ask  the  honor- 
>nfine  his  remarks  to  a  discus- 
e  48. 

iER. — I  was  just  about  to 
ote  upon  the  proposal  to  bring 
Its  within  the  scope  of  this 
le  position  in  which  the  Go- 
1  themselves  to-day. 
KER. — If  the  honorable  meoi- 
t,  he  will  be  in  order. 
SER.— With  the  assistance  of 
wreckers,  the  present  Labour 
le  into  power. 

>RABLE    Member. — What  are 

^ER. — In  that  term  I  include 
ble  members  who  are  prepared 
,hy  opportunity  which  presents 
t  rid  of  a  Ministry  to  which 
posed.  The  present  Govern- 
nto  office  upon  the  Conciliation 
ion  Bill,  they  announced  that 
1  to  proceed  with  that  measure, 

necessary,  they  would  relin- 
tpon  it.  Thereupon,  assurances 
3y  the  right  honorable  member 
,dney  and  the  honorable  and 
ber  for  Ballarat  that  fair  play 
xorded  to  them. 
. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order, 
know  whether  this  question  as 
:  fate  of  the  Ministry,  is  open 
I  at  the  present  time? 
VKER.— Certainly  it  is  not.  I 
ttention  of  the  honorable  mem- 
^rlie  to  the  fact  just  now,  and 
I  to  connect  his  remarks  with 
before  the  Chair. 
ZER. — I  trust  that  I  shall  not 
der  from  the  matter  which  is 
Jeration.  I  desire  to  show  that 
nt  which  the  Government  are 

the  reverse  of  creditable  to 
nembers  opposite.  The  Con- 
i  Arbitration  Bill,  in  the  form 
was  introduced  by  the  Deakin 
,  provided  that,  other  things 
I,  a  preference  should  be  ac- 
iinionists.  Upon  its  advent  to 
present  Ministry  accepted  that 
s  a  reasonable  one.  But  what 
d  since?  The  members  of  the 
unent  have  absolutely  deserted 
(ill. 

ALD. — Some  of  them. 
^ZER.— With  the  exception  of 
lie  member  for  Hume,  they  have 
forsaken  their  own  measure. 
JNEDY. — The  honorable  member 
deserted  some  of  its  principles. 


Mr.  FRAZER. — The  honorable  member 
for  Hume  has  always  been  prepared  to  ad- 
here to  the  provisions  contained  in  the  Bill 
as  it  was  introduced  by  the  Deakin  Govern 
ment.  There  has  been  a  remarkable  change 
of  front  on  the  part  of  members  of  the  late 
Administration.    When  we  find  them  play 
ing  fast  and  loose  with  the  electors,  I  hold 
that  it  is  our  duty  to  show  the  public  ol 
Australia  the  attitude  which  is  adopted 
by    them.      In   my    judgment,  unionists 
are    certainly    deserving    of    some  con 
sideration    at    the    hands    of    the  Go- 
vernment   in    a    measure    of    this    de  ■ 
scription.    We  must  recollect  that  if  it  had 
not  been  for  their  strenuous  and  self-sacri- 
ficing efforts,  compulsory  arbitration  would 
have  been  impossible  in  Australia  to-day. 
It  is  very  easy  for  honorable  members  to 
declare  their  belief  in  that  principle  upon 
the  hustings,  because  they  know  that  the 
majority  of   their  constituents  uphold  it. 
It  is  very  significant,  however,  that  in  Par 
liament  these  very  individuals  are  prepared 
to  vote  for  proposals  which  render  indus- 
trial peace  absolutely  impossible.    So  far 
no  objection  has  been  raised  to  unionists  as 
such.    Even  the  right  honorable  member 
for  East  Sydney  has  admitted  that  the 
trades  unions  comprise  the  very  cream  of  the 
working  men,  and  that,  if  he  were  a  work 
ing  man  himself,  he  would  be  a  unionist. 
Honorable  members   opposite   admit  that 
these  organizations  have  rendered  invalu- 
able service  to  their  fellows,  and  yet  what 
do  they  offer  them  in  return?  Absolutely 
nothing.      They  say  in  effect,  "  By  re- 
fusing the  Court  the  power  to  grant  vou 
a  preference  award,  we  shall  make  you 
the  victims   of    unscrupulous  employers." 
When  the  Bill  was  under  consideration,  011 
a  previous  occasion,  the  honorable  member 
for  Maranoa  produced  a  black  list,  bearing 
the  names  of  most  of  the  pastoral  ists  in  the 
western  districts  of  New  South  Wales  and 
Queensland.      On  its  title  page  was  the 
following  statement 

Recistek  of  Sheaurs  who  Shore  for  the 

Meiibers  during  the  year  1895. 
Tliis  register  has  bees  compiled  at  the  office 
of  this  associatioa  for  the  infofSiation  of  members 
only,  aad  in  accordance  with  counsel's  opinion 
taken  as  to  its  legality. 

This  register  must  be  kept  strictly  private  and 
confidential. 

N.  J.  Wesixbgaabd  Neilsen, 
Secretary. 

The  object  of  this  register  may  be  briefly 
explained.  If  any  man  who  shore  in  those 
districts  was  prepared  to  stand  out  for  rea- 
sonable conditions,  or  dared  at  any  time  to 
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dispute  the  will  of  the  boss  of  the  board, 
he  was  described  in  this  register  as  "  a 
good  shearer,  but  strong  unionist."  In  other 
words,  such  men  were  black-listed.  On 
leaving  a  shed,  a  unionist  shearer  might 
receive  a  reference  setting  forth  that  he  was 
an  excellent  shearer,  and  could  "  do  a  good 
tally,"  but  in  the  private  list  circulated 
among  the  di£ferent  station  managers  the 
statement  would  appear  opposite  his  name 
that  he  was  a  strong  unioni^,  and  therefore 
an  undesirable  character.  It  is  necessary 
that  we  should  provide  for  preference  to 
urioni^s,  in  order  to  guard  against  such 
t^ics.  In  Western  Australia,  certain  men 
who  brought  a  dispute  before  the  Arbitra- 
tion Court,  and  obtained  a  settlment  by 
peaceful  means,  found,  on  returning  to 
places  at  which  they  had  been  employed 
for  a  number  of  years,  that  it  had  suddenly 
been  discovered  that  they  were  not  ccnnpfr- 
tent,  or  that  stxne  other  reason  was  forth- 
coming for  the  refusal  to  further  employ 
them.  They  were  dealt  with  in  thu 
way,  merely  because  they  had  taken 
part  in  the  effort  to  secure  an 
award  of  the  Court  granting  reasonable 
conditions  to  those  engaged  in  the  industry. 
These  cases  illustrate  the  object  which  we 
have  in  view  in  urging  that  the  Court  should 
have  power  to  grant  preference  to  uni<Hiists. 
Without  a  preference  clause  the  Bill  would 
be  useless.  If  we  thot^t  that  unionists 
would  even  be  placed  on  an  equal  footing 
with  non-unkKiists  we  should  not  be  found 
fighting  so  strongly  for  preference,  but  it  is 
because  we  know  that  without  a  reasonable 
provisi<xi  for  preference  unionists  have  been 
and  will  be  victimised  that  we  deem  it  neces- 
sary to  fight  so  strongly  against  the  clause 
as  it  stands.  It  has  been  asserted  during 
the  course  of  this  debate  that  the  policy  of 
the  unions  is  to  starve  the  n(m-unionist.  I 
dmy  that  that  is  so.  Every  precaution  has 
been  taken  to  safeguard  the  interests  of 
workers,  whether  they  be  unionists  or  non- 
unionists.  The  Bill  already  provides  that 
a  man  shall  not  be  refused  the  right  to  join 
a  union.  That  provision  was  insisted  upon, 
and  was  rightly  inserted.  In  providing  for 
preference  to  unicmists,  we  shall  assist  in  the 
building  up  and  maintenance  of  those  or- 
ganizations which  are  absolutely  necessary 
in  order  that  the  Bill  may  be  a  workable 
one.  It  is  admitted  on  all  sides  of  the 
House  that  without  organizations  it  is  not 
likely  that  any  satisfactory  means  of  sub- 
mitting disputes  to  the  Court  will  be  ob- 
tained. We  hope  that  by  granting  prefer- 
Mr.  FraMer, 


ence  to  unionists,  and  holding  out  an  i 
ducement  to  men  to  join  organizations,  ai 
to  take  an  interest  in  this  measure,  we  shj 
conserve  the  industrial  peace  of  Austral! 
The  cry  which  is  so  glibly  uttered  tfc 
unionists  deSre  to  deprive  non-unioni 
of  the  means  of  obtaining  a  liveliho 
has  no  foundation  in  fact.  The  hon 
able  member  for  Lang  has  referred 
a  poor  unfortunate  fellow,  who  alleges  tl 
he  was  com'pelled  by  stress  of  circunastarM 
to  leave  the  ranks  of  unionists,  and  tl 
unionists  subsequently  refused  to  allow  h 
to  work  on  the  wharfs,  although  his  wj 
and  children  were  starving.  That  is 
cowardly  charge  to  make  .in  this  House,  t 
less  the  name  of  the  man  be  given.  If  | 
name  were  disclosed  it  would  be  poss^l 
for  us  to  trace  the  story  to  its  source,  a 
to  ascertain  whether  it  was  accurate  or  n| 
I  have  heard  many  complaints  made  by  d 
appointed  persons  against  unions  a 
unionists,  but  on  investigating  them  hj 
invariably  found  that  they  could  not  | 
substantiated.  The  case  to  which  the  h<\ 
orable  member  has  referred  may  possit 
come  within  the  same  category.  The  cUt 
as  it  stanfls  would  make  it  absolutely  i 
possible  for  the  Court  to  grant  preference 
unionists.  The  etperience  which  I  have  h 
in  gauging  the  number  of  persons  engag 
in  a  particular  industry  convinces  me  :l 
it  would  be  impossible  for  an  cnrganizaf i 
to  obtain  evidence  showing  that  the  a 
jority  of  those  affected  by  the  award 
sired  that  preference  be  granted.  It  h 
already  been  explained  by  several  hon* 
able  members  who  are  associated  Tvith  i; 
great  bush  unions  that  the  number  of  pj 
sons  engaged  in  the  shearing  industry  varj 
very  considerably  from  time  to  time, 
addition  to  that,  we  know  that  when  nil 
are  scattered  all  over  the  country  it 
impossible  to  ascertain  their  opinions  on  a 
given  question.  A  union  might  be  able 
ascertain  the  opinitxi  of  the  workers  wh) 
they  were  congregated  in  large  centres,  l:i 
it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  ascert.T 
the  opinion  of  every  man  connected  wi 
an  industry  carried  on  in  scattered  di 
tricts.  Under  the  clause  as  it  stands, 
would  be  absolutelv  impossible  for  an  orfl 
nization  to  ascertain  the  views  oif  a  mal 
rity  of  those  likely  to  be  affected  by  aj 
award.  I  have  no  hesitation  In  savtj 
that  the  Government  proposal  is  not  . 
that  I  should  like  it  to  b& 

Mr.  WiLKS.— The  Prime  Minister  h; 
said  that  it  is  substantially  the  same  as  tj 
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d  learned  member  for  Cori- 
Iment. 

,ER. — If  the  Prime  Minister 
statement,  I  have  reason  to 
t.  While  I  do  not  like  the 
proposal,  I  feel  that  it  is  in- 
:  than  the  amendment  carried 
1  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
Corinella.  I  believe  that  it 
rkable,  while  the  clause,  as  it 
d  not ;  and,  consequently,  I 
to  accept  that  which  is  the 
lach  to  perfection  that  we  are 
in  from  the  Committee, 
s. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
lat  unionists  would  register 
■ill? 

ZER. — I  see  nothing  in  the 
nrent  them  from  registering. 
:s. — But    what   about  clause 

ZER. — ^We  are  dealing  with 
nd  the  honorable  ^ember  for 
decided  to  vote  in  a  way  that 
he  reconsideration  of  clause  62. 
e  adopted  by  the  honorable 
ertainly  remarkable.  He  finds 
variance  with  the  old  adage, 
,  loaf  is  better  than  no  bread" 
effect,  "  If  I  cannot  secure  the 
the  clause  as  originally  intro- 
caimot  obtain  an  undisputed 
"or  imionists — I    shall  accept 

KS. — I  made  that  statement 
ago. 

ZER— Whether  that  be  so  or 
norable  member  has  certainly 
;markable  process  of  reasoning, 
that  his  constituents  will  re- 
srable  explanation  in  regard  to 

:s. — shall  not  receive  any  as- 
)m   the  honorable  member  in 

explanation. 
.ZER.— If  I  were  one  of  the 
Dalley,  I  should  endeavour  to 
he  honorable  member  the  treat- 
he  expects  and  undoubtedly  de- 

Ks. — Labour  men  have  been 
3  that  for  years. 
.ZER. — That  is  not  a  question 
lay  now  discuss.  The  fate  of 
tratim  really  hangs  in  the  bal- 
ne  honorable  members  opposite 
t  they  do  not  think  the  motion 
liscussed  from  that  stand-point, 
:  hiding  behind  a  nrost  miserable 
I  am  certainly  surprised  to 


find  in  the  Australian  national  Parliament 
a  number  of  honorable  members  who  are 
prepared  to  introduce  what,  in  my  opinion, 
is  an  undoubted  gag.      I   should  have 
thought  that  honorable  members  would  en- 
deavour to  secure  the  passing  of  any  measure 
designed  in  the  interests  of  the  people  who 
are  looking  to  this  Parliament  to  save  them 
from  so  great  a  disaster  as  another  mari- 
time strike,  or  any  other  Inter-State  indus- 
trial dispute.     It  appears  to  me  that  the 
Bill  is  to  be  thrust  aside  simply  because 
certain  honorable  members  are  anxious  to 
obtain  possession  of  the  Treasury  benches. 
The  fate  of  this  Bill  is  nought  to  them  as 
compared  with  the  question  whether  the 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney 
is  to  be  Prime  Alinister.      This  is  a  most 
unfortunate  state  of  affairs,  and  when  the 
people  of  Australia  learn,  as  they  will  in 
the  course  of  the  next  few  days,  of  the  rea- 
sons leading  to  the  downfall  of  the  present 
Administration,  and  of  the  sacrifice  of  the 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  they  will 
entertain  nought  but  feelings  of  disgust  to- 
wards those  who  have  brought  about  the  pre- 
sent situation.    I  have  little  further  to  say. 
The  clause  as  it  stands  does  not  meet  with 
my  approval,  and  I  should  have  been  bet- 
ter pleased  had  we  been  permitted  to  con- 
sider it  in  Committee  once  more.    Had  Ihe 
course  proposed  By  the  Government  been 
adopted,  we  should  have  been  able  to  avail 
ourselves  of  the  advice  of  honorable  mem- 
bers on  all  sides  of  the  House,  and,  pos- 
sibly, some  amendment  might  have  been  sug- 
gested and  have  received  the  approval  of 
the  majority  of  honorable  members. 

Mr.  Kelly. — And  have  saved  the  Go 
vernment  ? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— That  seems  to  be  a  mat- 
ter of  great  importance  to  the  honorable 
member. 

Mr.  Kelly. — The  Prime  Minister  savs 
that  the  Government  proposal  is  practically 
the  same  as  the  honorable  and  learned  mem 
ber  for  Corinella's  amendment. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — I  can  assure  the  honor- 
able member  that  the  fate  of  a  Government 
is  not  so  important,  to  my  mind,  as  is  the 
placing  of  a  Conciliation  and  Arbitration 
Bill  on  the  Statute-Book  of  Australia. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — In  view  of  their  present 
attitude,  I  do  not  know  why  honorable  mem, 
bers  opposite  should  applaud  that  remark. 
The  Bill  is  to  be  thrown  aside  and  its  ulti- 
mate fate  to  remain  undecided  for  weeks. 
We    do    not    know    what    the  defeat 
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of  the  Ministry  may  mean.  There 
is  always  the  possibility  of  a  dissolution. 
I  do  not  hold  that  out  as  a  threat  to  any 
honorable  member,  but  it  is  possible  that 
within  the  next  month  or  six  weeks  we  may 
be  engaged  in  contesting  our  constituenaes, 
and  in  the  interval  there  may  be  an  Inter- 
State  strike.  If  that  happens,  the  responsi- 
bility will  be  at  the  doors  of  those  whose 
action  has  caused  us  to  be  without  the  ma- 
chinery to  effectually  settle  such  industrial 
disputes. 

Mr.  Kelly.— In  any  case,  the  Bill  could 
not  receive  the  Royal  Assent  for  probably 

six  weeks. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  delay  will  be  much 
longer  if  there  is  a  general  election.  The 
Opposition  are  trying  to  defeat  the  Govern- 
ment on  a  false  issue.  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinella  has  fired  the 
gun  "for  the  leaders  of  the  party,  who  do  not 
seem  disposed  to  show  themselves.  I  do 
not  wish  them  success ;  but  if  the  Ministry 
are  defeated,  I  hope  that  there  wiU  be  an 
appeal  to  the  people. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  (Moira),— It  is  quite 
refreshing  to  hear  the  comments  of  Minis- 
terial supporters  upon  the  action  of  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Corinella, 
who  is  desirous  of  preventing  a  waste  of 
time  by  the  reconsideration  of  a  question 
which  has  already  been  finally  settled  by  a 
majority.  For  the  past  three  months  the 
Ministry  and  their  supporters  have,  by 
means  of  press  interviews  and  speeches  from 
the  public  platforms,  been  inviting  the  Op- 
position to  a  trial  of  strength.  They  have 
taunted  their  opponents  with  contmually 
deferring  this  trial.  But  now  that  they  are 
actually  put  on  their  defence,  it  is  they  who 
crv,  "  Give  us  until  to-morrow."  A  great 
deal  has  been  said  from  the  other  side  of  the 
Chamber  about  the  underground  engineer- 
ing, and  the  going  back  upon  electoral 
pledges  which  has  taken  place  on  this 
side  of  the  Chamber ;  but  if  hon- 
orable members  refresh  their  memones 
by  referring  to  Hansard,  they  will  see 
that  some  of  those  who  were  once  ardent 
supporters  of  the  Deakin  Administration, 
and  are  now  sitting  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  have  before  this  said  clearly  and 
distinctly  that,  when  the  opportunity  of- 
fered, thev  would  attempt  to  tone  down 
several  of  the  extreme  proposals  in  the 
Bill.  Reference  has  been  made  to  the 
attitude  of  the  members  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment in  reference  to  this  Bill,    There  are 


one  or  two  of  them  against  whom  the 
of  inconsistency  caimot  be  made,  but  c 
tainly  the  honorable  member  for  Hui 
for  whfMQ  the  present  Ministerial  supp< 
ers  claim  such  wonderful  consisten(^', 
not  one  of  them, 

Mr.  Maloney.— He  has  been  a  I 
protectionist  all  his  life. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  am  dealing  \ 
the  attitude  of  the  members  of  the 
Government  towards  this  Bill.     The  r^ 
honorable  member  for  Balaclava  has  b 
consistent  all  his  political  life,  and  I 
lieve  would  have  shown  his  consistency 
this  matter  had  he  been  able  to  attend 
sittings  of  the  House.    The  honorable 
learned  member  for  Ballarat  has  also  b 
notably  consistent. 

Sir  WiLUAH  LvNE. — Inconsistent. 

Mr.  KENNEDY. — No;  consistent, 
the  occasion  when  the  honorable  mend 
for  Hume  refused  to  support  the  Bill, 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Ball; 
stood  loyally  by  its  provisions,  and  I  th 
he  has  proved,  even  to  the  satisfaction 
the  Ministry,  and  their  supporters,  t 
he  has  been  conustent  throughout.  Wb 
fault  is  it  if  the  fate  of  the  Govemn: 
hangs  on  the  question   now  before 
House?     Their  present  positi<Hi  is  due 
their  own  voluntary  act.    I  have  no  c 
nisance  of  any  attempts  to  form  combi 
tions    on   this  side  to  secure  a  majoi 
against  the  Government,  nor  do  I  think  t 
the  honorable  and   learned  member 
Corinella,  who  has  moved  the  amendnr 
which  is  said  to  place  the  life  of  the 
vemment  in  jeopardy,  acted  after  con 
tation  with  either  of  the  leaders  on 
side 

Mr.  Fisher. — The  honorable  merr 
will  admit  that  the  original  proviso  was 
fully  discussed, 

Mr.  Kelly. — It  might  have  been  * 
cussed.  It  was  printed  and  circulates 
day  before  it  was  moved. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Reference  to  /j" 
sard  will  show  that  a  number  of  ht^-n 
able  members  referred  to  it  before 
division  was  taken.     In  any  case,  the  < 
vernment  had  control  of  the  business,  j 
are  responsible  if  they  allowed  a  di>-is 
to  be  taken  on  a  matter  of  vital  import.! 
before  honorable  members  were  thorou;; 
seized  of  the  importance  of  the  quest 
Moreover,  why  have  they  slept  in  re^ 
to  the  matter  for  a  month?     Why  \\ 
they  not  taken  an  earlier  opportunit\ 
try  to  conrert  a  minority  into  a  majori 
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re  they  squealing  now,  like  so 
ed  rats? 

ONEY. — The  honorable  member 
onist  rat. 

JNEDY. — I  take  no  exception 
tatement  emanating  from  such 

1  am  responsible  for  my  utter- 

2  electors  of  Moira  only,  and 
[able  member  has  any  fault 
em,  let  him,  when  the  dissolu- 
oppose  me  at  Moira. 

LONEY. — The    honorable  mem 
have  a  walk-over. 
fKEDY. — I  have  enjoyed  that 

)NEY. — Not  so  often  as  I  have 

NEDY. — I  do  not  claim  to  be 
as  is  the  honorable  member, 
2ss  his  political  virtues.  Al- 
Ministry  and  their  enthusiastic 
lave  been  looking  for  trouble, 
for  a  fight,  they  are  now,  after 
underground  engineering  and 
ing,  howling  about  the  tactics 
sition,  which  is  strictly  parlia- 
Are  we  to  believe  that  they  did 
lat  the  honorable  and  learned 
)r  Corinella  would  stand 
support  of  his  provision?  Was 
t  he  would  allow  another  forl- 
lerground  engineering  to  go  on 
5  in  its  defence?  Surely  we 
}ute  such  guilelessness  to  hon- 
lers  opposite.  We  have  been 
ey  obtained  possession  of  the 
nches  in  an  honorable  way.  I 
that.  To  some  extent  I  admire 
which  they  have  taken  up. 
;hough  the  numbers  are  against 
ks  as  though  dynamite  would 
their  tentacles  from  the  Trea- 
s.  Has  any  Ministry  cried 
idly  than  they  have  done  to  be 
at  the  earliest  opportunity. 
3B. — We  have  not  had  an  op- 
discuss  the  position. 
JNEDY. — Honorable  members 
'e  had  a  full  and  free  oppor- 
3CUSS  the  situation,  and  to  put 

from  their  stand-point. 
)R. — Why  do  not  some  of  the 
he  Opposition  speak?  Why 
tting  up  "  squibs  "  ? 
NEDY. — I  am  not  responsible 
ans  of  either  the  right  honor- 
•  for  East  Sydney  or  the  hon- 
learned  member  for  Ballarat. 
ble  and  learned  member  for 
>  always  taken  direct  courses, 


and  those  who  stood  loyally  behind  him 
have  no  reason  to  regret  their  allegiance 
to  him.  It  has  been  suggested  that  if 
there  is  a  dissolution,  our  seats  will  be  in 
jeopardy,  but  that  is  a  question  for  our 
constituents  to  determine.  What  is  the  use 
ot  honorable  members  saying,  "  We  will 
send  you  to  the  country?"  We  have  also 
been  told  that  if  we  refuse  to  amend  the 
clause  so  as  to  give  absolute  and  complete 
preference  to  unionists,  industrial  warfare 
will  (Spread  over  Australia.  Why  are 
these  threats  made  when  an  important  mat- 
ter of  this  kind  is  being  discussed  ?  I  was 
amongst  those  who,  with  the  late  Prime 
Minister,  voted  for  the  insertion  of  sub- 
clause b,  to  give  preference  to  unionists. 
The  only  qualification  I  desired  to  see  at- 
tached was  the  proviso  that  the  unions 
should  be  wholly  industrial  organizations, 
and  not  political  machines.  So  long  as 
they  were  unions,  whose  funds  were  not  to 
be  used  for  purposes  other  than  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Bill,  I  was  ready  to  give  them 
a  preference.  I  cannot  be  charged  with 
being  opposed  to  the  granting  of  prefer- 
ences. 

Mr.  TuDOB. — The  members  of  the  Op- 
position tried  to  undo  what  had  been  done 
in  regard  to  the  giving  of  preferences  by 
adding  a  proviso. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— We  were  told  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Barrier  that  he 
would  be  ready  to  reject  the  Bill  if  unions 
were  not  given  the  right  to  act  as  political 
party  machines.  Under  those  circum- 
stances I  felt  justified  in  the  action  I  took, 
with  a  view  to  preventing  the  minority 
comprising  a  political  party  machine  from 
dominating  the  majority  under  the  pro- 
visions of  a  measure  to  secure  industrial 
peace.  That  was  why  I  supported  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella.  The  members  of 
the  Ministry  and  their  supporters  accuse  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  and  those 
on  this  side  of  the  House  with  having  acted 
dishonorably  ;  but  has  not  the  Prime  Min- 
ister been  continually  telling  the  country 
during  the  last  three  months  that  he 
wishes  for  a  trial  of  strength — simply 
that  he  wanted  a  test  of  strength  ? 
The  opportunity  which  he  has  desired  is 
now  presented  to  him.  Ministers  took  pos- 
session of  the  Treasury  benches  upon  a 
question  of  policy  in  connexion  with  this 
Bill.  Did  any  Ministers  ever  retire 
witli  more  dignity — with  one  notable 
exception— than  did  the  Deakin  Go- 
vernment.   The  present  Ministers  took  office 
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in  an  honorable  and  straightforward  vay, 
and  I  regret  to  say  that  they  are  not  con- 
tinuing in  that  path,  now  that  their  exis- 
tence is  being  threatened  upon  a  matter  of 
policy.  Why  should  they  complain?  They 
must  admit  that  the  question  on  which  they 
are  being  challenged  is  purely  a  matter  of 
policy,  and  yet  they  appear  to  want  more 
time  for  the  purpose  of  playing  to  the  gal- 
lery. A  great  deal  of  time  has  been  wasted 
already  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Gwydur  in  dealing  with  the  whole  range  of 
politics  of  the  last  three  or  four  years.  The 
sole  c^ject  was  evidently  to  gain  time. 

Mf.  speaker.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber must  not  refer  to  another  debate. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— The  threats  which 
have  been  made  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Gwydir  cause  a  feeling  of  resentmenf 
on  my  part,  not  against  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  personally,  but  against  the  line 
of  action  which  they  are  following  in  deal 
ing  with  a  question  of  policy  affecting  the 
wiwle  industrial  life  of  Australia.  It  is 
beyond  question  that  an  important  prin- 
ciple is  endxxlied  in  clause  48.  I  have 
nothing  but  admiration  to  express  in  regard 
to  the  action  of  the  hcxiorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella  in  bringing  this  mat- 
ter to  an  issue  in  the  way  he  has  done.  I 
have  already  stated  that  the  Government 
have  had  practically  a  month  in  which  to 
think  over  the  situation,  and,  if  possible, 
improve  upon  the  proviso  now  in  the  Bill. 
What  do  we  find?  After  a  month's  stewing 
over  the  situation,  the  Government  now 
submit  a  proposal  which  is  substantially 
the  same  as  that  embodied  in  the  Bill. 
I  venture  to  say  that  greater  discretion 
would  be  vested  in  the  Court  under  the 
present  proviso  than  if  the  Government 
proposal  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Ckouch. — Under  those  circum- 
stances, the  honorable  member  ought  to 
support  the  Government  proposal. 

Mr.  Robinson.— The  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corio  voted  against 
•my  preference  whatever.  He  voted  to 
strike  out  the  clause  altogether. 

Mr.  KENXEDY.— What  is  the  expla- 
nation of  the  honwable  and  learned  mem- 
ber's sudden  conversion?  Is  he  afraid  of 
a  possible  dissolution  upon  the. removal  of 
the  present  Government  from  the  Treasury 
benches  ? 

Mr.  Crouch. — I  was  returned  as  a  pro- 
tectionist, and  I  am  concerned  as  to  the 
fate  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  am  just  reminded 
that,  in  the  event  of  the  House  refusing  to 


consent  to  the  recommittal  of  clause  4 
Free-trade  Ministry  may  assume  01 
and  in  that  connexion  it  would  be  c 
pertinent  for  me  to  direct  attention  to 

hscal  views  entertained  by  members  of 
present    Ministry.     The  horwrable 
learned  member  for  Corio  has  overla 
the  divergent  fiscal  views  of  member: 
the  present  Ministry. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  has  nothin, 
do  with  the  matter  under  discussion. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— 1  do  not  thin 
has.  I  was  simply  replying  to  the 
mark  of  the  hc»iorable  and  learned  n 
ber  for  Corio,  and  I  do  not  propos. 
pursue  the  matter  any  further.  I  wi 
direct  the  attention  of  honorable  mem 
to  the  question  immediately  beforethe  He 
The  Prime  Minister  tells  us  that  the  arw 
ment  which  he  suggests  is  substanti 
the  same  as  the  proviso  inserted  at  the 
stance  of  the  honorable  and  learned  n; 
ber  for  Corinella.  Those  who  say  thj 
is  impossible  to  ascertain  what  niunbei 
employes  in  any  particular  industry  w( 
constitute  a  majority,  fcvget  that  'we  \ 
statistics  available,  whidi  are,  for  all  p 
tical  purposes,  absolutely  reliable.  \ 
know  that  we  can  rely  upon  the  fi^; 
given  in  the  Statistical' Register  from  1 
to  time  with  regard  to  the  nun 
of  miners  engaged  in  coal  mining,  or  j 
mining,  or  other  branches  of  that  indua 
and  that  we  can  also  arrive  at  a  very  ^ 
idea  as  to  the  number  of  hands  engaged 
the  various  factories  in  our  cities.  We  I 
even  ascertain  approximately  the  nun 
of  bush  workers. 

Mr.  Datid  Thouson. — There  are 
statistics  showing  the  nundier  of  Li 
workers. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Take  the  case  of 
shearers,  by  way  of  illustraticm.  We 
arrive  at  a  fairly  good  idea  as  to  the  ni 
ber  of  shearers  engaged  in  the  tliffej 
States,  and  it  is  absurd  to  confuse  the  ni 
ber  of  men  actually  engaged  in  that  a 
pation  with  those  who  were  shearing  fifi 
or  twenty  years  ago. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — It  is  not  a  question 
those  who  were  working  fifteen  years  1 
only,  but  of  those  who  were  working  I 
year,  and  who  may  be  shearing  next  \  eal 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— We  were  told  "bv 
Prime  Minister  that  those  who  were  sht 
ing  fifteen  years  ago  were  still  sheai 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Bill.  If  that  v 
were  correct,  I  might  be  r^arded  as 
shearer,  because  the  honorable  member 
Grampians  has  promised^  if  necessity  ari4 
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m  in  his  shed.  If  the  hon- 
intends  to  ship  all  his  wool 

it  may  not  be  advisable  for 

that  opportunity.  There  is 
phraseology,  but  not  in  sub- 
1  the  Government  proposal 
ion  now  in  the  Bill.  The 
tands,  provides  that  before 
ts  a  preference  to  unionists 
fied  that  a  majority  of  those 
:  the  application.  It  will  be 
:retion  of  the  Court  to  say 
t  a  majority  is  represented 
Its.  Under  the  Government 
tically  the  same  provision 
;  with  regard  to  the  numbers 

any  organization  that  might 
Ference.    The  Court,  before 

preference  shall  be  given, 
:d  that  the  organisation  sub- 
esents  the  industry  affected 
mbers. 

SR. — And  what  else? 
[EDY. — I  am  now  dealing 
ers,  because,  as  the  provision 
3  reference  is  made  to  can- 
j  dealing  with  the  points  of 
een  the  Government  proposal 
0  in  the  Bill.  The  clause,  as 
resent,  provides  that  the  ma- 
jsent  before  the  Court  can 
ence.  I  contend  that  exactly 
lition  must  prevail  under  the 
ggested  by  the  Government. 
rnoMSON. — Then  why  should 
)e  made ;  why  do  not  hwior- 
accept  the  Government  pro- 

EDY. — I  want  to  know  what 
s  about.  Is  not  the  amend- 
d  by  the  Government  intended 
3  an  easy  stairway  by  which 
pe  from  a  diflScult  situation? 
ne  to  be  that,  and  nothing 

Thomson. — No.  We  think 
fference. 

NEDY.— I  grant  that  there 
mate  grounds  for  a  difference 


IS. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
■t  there  is  no  difference? 
NEDY.— Substantially,  I  do 
e  is  any  difference  with  regard 
rs  who  will  be  required  to  in- 
lication  for  preference.  There 
a  difference  between  the  Go- 
posal  and  the  provision  in  the 
IT  as  the  Government  amend- 
3  the  questiwi  of  competence. 


Mr.  Hughes. — The  honorable  member 

has  already  been  told  that  the  provision 

which  the  Government  propose  .is  based 

upon  the  practice  adopted   by   the  New 

South  Wales  Court. 
Mr.  KENNEDY.— It  does  not  follow' 

that  we  should  adopt  the  provision  because 

it  is  contained  in  the  New  South  Wales  Act. 
Mr.  Hughes. — I  did  not  say  that.  I 

said  that  it  followed  the  practice  adopted 

by  the  New  South  Wales  Court. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Even  so,  it  does  not 

follow  that  we  should  adopt  it. 

Mr.  Hughes. — No;  but  that  affords  an 

excellent  reason  why  the  Government  should 

bring  it  forward. 

Mr.  KENNEDY. — There  is  no  provision 

for  preference  in  the  Western  Australian 

Arbitration  Act. 

Mr.  Carpenter. — That  is  a  great  defect 
in  the  Act. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— It  may  be.  I  have 
already  stated,  in  connexion  with  clause  48, 
and  my  vote  on  a  former  occasion  proved 
the  truth  of  my  words,  that  I  am  prepared 
to  give  preference  to  members  of  organisa- 
tions. I  think  that  it  is  essential  to  the 
efficient  working  of  the  Bill  that  practically 
every  person  engaged  in  any  industry 
should  become  a  member  of  an  organiza- 
tion. The  Bill  can  never  really  be  made 
effective  unless  we  can  deal  with  the  workers 
as  members  of  organizations.  I  differ 
from  the  Government  and  their  supporters, 
however,  with  regard  to  the  provisions 
which  should  be  embodied  in  the  rules  of 
industrial  organizations.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  organizations  should  be  permitted 
to  coerce  persons  to  subscribe  to  objects 
other  than  those  which  are  contemplated  by 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  PoyNTON. — The  provisions  relating 
to  that  matter  have  been  omitted. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— They  have  not  been 
omitted.  The  Government  refused,  point 
blank,  to  adopt  a  provision  to  the  effect  that 
the  funds  of  the  industrial  organizations 
under  the  measure  should  not  be  used  for 
purposes  other  than  those  contemplated  by 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — That  cpndition  has  been 
imposed  in  the  case  of  those  unions  which 
apply  for  preference — that  is  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— It  is  not  in  the  Bill, 
and  I  hold  that  such  a  clause  should 
have  been  contained  in  the  measure.  The 
rules  of  an  organization  should  not  con- 
tain any  provision  which  could  have  the 
effect  of  coercing  any  of  its  members  in 
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regard  to  matters  of  principle,  unless  the 
purposes  of  this  Bill  were  at  issue. 
Mr.  PoYNTON. — Look  at  sub-clause  b 

of  clause  62. 

.  Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  hive  read  that 
provision,  in  addition  to  all  the  other 
clauses.  It  was  only  after  I  had  voted 
in  favour  of  extending  a  preference  to 
unionists,  and  after  the  Government  had 
refused  point-blank  to  safeguard  the  in- 
terests of  non-membccs  of  any  nrgani-Tation, 
that  I  reserved  to  myself  the  right  to 
achieve  that  end,  by  any  subsequent  pro- 
posal. That  was  why  I  supported  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella,  which  to  my  mind 
will  prevent  a  minority  from  coercing  a 
majority. 

Mr.  Webstek. — ^An  unorganized  major- 
ity. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— They  may  consti- 
tute an  unorganized  majority  simply  be- 
cause some  provision  may  be  embodied  in 
the  rules  of  an  organization,  which  is  re- 
pugnant to  the  mind  of  any  fair  indivi- 
dual. Upon  a  previous  oocasioi  I  quoted 
an  instance  in  which  a  union  that  was  re- 
gistered under  the  New  South  Wales  Arbi- 
tration Act  applied  to  the  Court  for  the 
cancellation  of  the  registration  of  another 
union.  What  happened?  Its  applica- 
tion was  refused,  because  its  rules  were 
deemed  to  be  repugnant  to  any  fair-minded 
man.  That,  I  think,  is  sufficient  justifica- 
tbn  for  my  attitude  upon  this  question. 
Honorable  members  opposite  have  threat- 
ened us  with  all  sorts  of  pains  and  nenal 
ties  because  of  our  action  upon  the  present 
occasion.  We  have  been  told  that  .1  dis- 
solution of  Parliament  will  follow  the 
defeat  of  the  Ministry.  I  have  contested 
three  elections  within  a  period  of  twelve 
months,  and  have  had  an  appeal  lodged 
with  the  Elections  and  Qualifications  Com- 
mittee against  my  return  thrown  in.  Con- 
sequently, threats  of  that  sort  have  no  ter- 
rors for  me.  When  I  go  down,  I  shall  do 
so  with  a  clear  conscience.  Now  that  this 
issue  has  been  raised,  I  do  not  think  that 
the  Government  or  their  supporters 
can  show  us  any  justification  for 
the  lamentations  which  we  have  heard 
from  e^'ery  speaker  upon  the  other 
side  of  the  chamber.  The  gauntlet 
has  been  thrown  down.  It  has  been  thrown 
down  upon  a  question  of  policy  upon  which 
the  Government  have  had  a  month  to  re- 
flect. During  that  period  they  have  been 
constantly  inviting  the  Opposititxi  to  meet 


them  in  mortal  combat.  But  now  that 
political  scalps  are  at  stake  they  na 
defer  a  decisicm  upm  the  issue  for  an 
week.  Their  ccmstant  cry  is  "  Wait 
to-morrow." 

Mr.  Tudor. — ^The  Opposition  have 
"Wait  until  next  week,"  ever  since 
Labour  Ministry  took  c^ice. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Now  that  the  : 
is  being  made,  whence  do  the  laiE 
tions  proceed? 

Mr.  Carpenter. — They  are  all  cc 
from  the  opposite  side. 

Mr.  McDonald. — ^We  are  quite  ha| 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— The  great  tr 
with  the  Government  supporters  is  that 
are  not  to  be  allowed  su^ient  time  to 
the  conversion  of  some  of  those  who  ij 
to  vote  against  the  recommittal  of 
clause.  Only  yesterday  they,  in  effeci 
claimed,  "Are  we  to  be  tested  uprm 
question  at  once.  Let  us  have  an< 
week  for  underground  tactics." 

Mr.  Spence.— The  honorable  me 
seems  to  be  experienced  in  undergr 
work. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  have  been  aa 
of  engaging  in  it,  but  I  confess  that  I 
yet  a  lot  to  learn.     Wlien  honorable  1 
bers  opposite  charge  others   with  ui 
ground  engineering,  it  would  be  just  as 
if  they  supported  their  statements 
facts.     It  IS  not  sufficient  to  make 
assertions.     It  has  been  urged  bv  the' 
vemment  supporters  that  they  have 
deprived  of  an  opportunity  of  putting 
position  fairly.     But  I  would  ask.  "  3 
they  not  exactly  the  same  opportunit 
doing  so  as  have  honorable  members  i 
this  side  of  the  chamber?"  | 

Mr.  Spence. — Our  side  do  not  fear 
light  being  shed  upon  their  actions. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— When  the  final 
peal  to  our  masters  comes,  there  will  1 
shuffling  upon  my  part.     Frran  the  d 
of  honorable  members  opposite  one  v 
imagine  that  in  the  event  of  the  Gi 
ment  proposal  to  recommit  this  clause 
defeated,  none  of  those  up<m  this  ss 
the  House  would  see  the  interior  of  I* 
ment  again.     It  is  beyond  their  poM 
determine  whether  we  shall  or  not. 
any  of  those  honorable  members  who 
me  with  having  abandoned  my  pled^ 
my  constituents  to  oppose  my  election 
the  time  to  do  so  arrives.    I  candidly  I 
that  if  my  return  were  opposed  by  anv 
orable  manber  c^posite  I  should  fin 
worthy  opponent     ^^«?^nWged  n 
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onciliation  and  arbitration  be- 
1  public  life. 

FER. — And  now  the  honorable 
king  to  kill  it. 

MEDY. — That  statement  can- 
ted by  facts.     I  heard  a  simi- 

when  the  fate  of  the  Deakin 
fas  at  state.  Those  who  would 
the  amendment  submitted  by 
[inister  of  Trade  and  Customs 

as  traitors  to  the  cause  of  con- 
arbitration.    I  can  speak  upon 

one  who  has  had  some  experi- 
es  and  of  the  evils  resulting 
No  sane  man  who  is  familiar 
ditions  which  obtain  amongst 
its  of  the  workers  during  the 
ich  a  strike  is  in  progress  can 
e  the  evils  attendant  upon  it. 
'  fair-minded  individual — no 
at  class  he  may  belong — who 
lly  welcome  any  legislative  en- 
h  will  have  the  effect  of  pre- 
;  industrial  troubles,  with  all 
IS  consequences  that  follow 
.  We  have  been  assured  that 
;al  of  the  Government  be  not 
in  three  months,  we  shall  ex- 
epetition  of  the  well-remem- 
le  strike.  Surely  it  does  not 
e  mouths  of  honorable  mem- 

to  make  a  threat  of  that  sort. 

iES. — Who  made  that  state- 

^'EDY.— The  honorable  mem- 
Dorlie  and  the  honorable  mem- 
lir. 

lER. — I  did  not. 
NEDY.— I  accept  the  honor- 
s  denial,  and  I  am  prepared  to 
le  records  of  the  House  to  de- 
:her  his  statement  or  mine  is 
>se  who  affirm  that  I  am  op- 
principle  of  conciliation  and 
ight  to  be  in  a  position  to  prove 
ion.  I  voiced  my  objection  to 
this  Bill  upon  the  very  first 
that  presented  itself.  Upon 
I  took  exactly  the  same  stand 
:o-night.  I  have  no  desire  to 
sion.  The  issue  before  us  is 
:d. 

!H. — ^The  statement  which  the 
imber  made  just  now  is  abso- 
<X,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned. 

NEDY. — I  accept  the  honor- 
■'s  denial.    To  my  mind,  we 


are  not  burking  discussion  by  dealing  with 
this  question  in  the  manner  that  has  been 
adopted.  We  are  asked  to  decide  whether 
we  shall  impose  a  limitation  upon  the  pre- 
ference provision. 

Mr.  Watkins. — The  amendment  of  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Corinella 
will  have  the  effect  of  robbing  unionists  of 
all  preference. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— A  similar  statement 
was  made  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  con- 
sideration of  this  Bill.  It  was  urged  that 
if  honorable  members  opposite  had  to  choose 
between  depriving  unions  of  the  power  to 
utilize  their  organizations  for  political  pur- 
poses and  offering  them  this  Bill,  they 
would  throw  this  measure  to  the  winds. 
Is  it  the  desire  of  any  fair-minded  man, 
whether  he  be  in  the  ranks  of  the  workers 
or  the  employers,  that  the  organizations  to 
be  constituted  under  this  Bill,  in  order  to 
secure  industrial  peace,  shall  be  used  for 
party  political  purposes?  That  is  the 
point  on  which  I  join  issue  with  honorable 
members  opposite. 

Mr.  Spence. — But  it  is  not  affected  by 
clause  48. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— It  is  affected  by  the 
Bill,  of  which  this  clause  forms  part. 
When  we  were  dealing  with  the  clause  on 
a  previous  occasion,  I  said  that,  unless  the 
Bill  safeguarded  the  rights  and  political 
convictions  of  individual  members  of 
organizations,  I  should  be  no  party  to  giv- 
ing the  Court  power  to  grant  unqualified 
preference  to  unionists. 

^^r.  McDonald. — Is  not  the  provision 
safeguarded  by  the  amendment  which  was 
carried  on  the  motion  of  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Darling  Downs  ? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— No.    I  have  spoken 
at  greater  length  than  I  had  intended. 
Mr.  McDonald. — Go  on. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  am  delighted  to 
think  that  I  have  interested  honorable 
members  opposite,  and  I  trust  that  I  have 
not  said  anything  that  may  be  considered 
to  be  in  any  way  personal. 

Mr.  David  Thomson. — We  are  only 
surprised  at  the  views  which  the  honorable 
member  holds,  knowing  what  he  does  of 
the  situation. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— T  have  not  tumt(] 
anv  political  somersault.  The  position 
which  I  now  take  up  is  that  which  I 
clearly  put  before  my  constituents,  and  ir 
will  require  something  more  than  a  thref 
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on  the  part  of  any  h(Hiorable  member  to 
induce  me  to  go  back  cm  my  pxirtciples. 

Mr.  WsBSTKs. — ^The  somersault  will 
comi;  later  on. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  have  placed  before 
the  House  the  conclusions  at  which  I  have 
arrived,  and,  come  what  may,  I  shall  go 
down  smiling.  I  shall  not  ask  any  hon- 
orable member  what  might  be  the  effect 
of  any  vote  that  I  might  give  upon  any 
action  contemplated  by  Ministers. 

An  Honorable  Member.— The  honor- 
able gentleman  is  going  to  become  a  free- 
trader. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— It  is  again  suggested 
that  I  am  to  be  omverted  into  a  free-trader. 
I  have  yet  to  leam,  however,  that  my  views 
on  the  fiscal,  or  any  other  question, 
are  likely  to  be  aflFected  in  any  way  accord- 
ing to  the  side  of  the  House  on  which  I  sit. 
I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any  justificaticm 
for  the  charges  which  have  been  levelled 
against  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Corinella.  I  believe  that  he  is  fully  jus- 
tified in  the  course  which  he  has  adopted  to 
uphold  the  position  originally  taken  up  by 
him.  He  has  taken  an  acti<m  which  is  sanc- 
tioned by  our  rules  of  procedure,  and,  as 
I  agree  with  the  object  which  he  has  in 
view,  I  shall  be  found  voting  for  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Frazer. — I  desire  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  The  honorable  member 
for  Moira  has  accused  me  of  having  stated, 
in  the  course  of  my  speech,  before  the  ad- 
journment for  dinner,  that  if  the  Opposition 
did  not  accept  the  Bill  in  its  present  form 
there  would  be  a  strike  within  the  next 
three  months.  That  statement  is  inaccurate. 
I  did  not  say  that  there  would  be  an  in- 
dustrial dispute  within  the  next  three 
months,  but  I  did  say  that  in  the  event  of 
a  strike  occurring,  as  the  result  of  the  action 
of  honorable  members  of  the  Opposition  in 
hanging  up  this  Bill,  they  would  have  to 
accept  the  mptmsilulity. 

Sir  WILLMM  LYNE  (Hume).— I  trust 
hcHiorable  members  will   bear  with  roe 

to-night,  as  X  am  suffering  fn»n  a  very 
severe  cold,  and  can  scarcely  speak.  I  do 
not  intend  to  detain  the  House  at 
length,  but  I  cannot  refrain  from  making 
a  few  comments  on  some  of  the  extraor- 
dinary phases  of  the  speech  ma3e  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Moira,  who  preceded 
me.  He  is  an  hcxiorable  member  for  wbcxn 
I  have  the  greatest  respect. 

Mr.  Batchelos. — So  we  all  have. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I   admire  h 
consisteiKy,  but  on  this  oocasiori  be  appea 
to  have  allowed  his  feelings  to  run  awi 
with  his  judgment    He  has  accused  l 
Ministry,  and  those  who  support  them, 
inconsistency  in  objecting  to  the  unpret 
dented  course  which  has  been  adopted 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Cu 
nella,  prompted,  I  have  no  doubt,  by  t 
right  hcHiorable  member  for  East  Sydn 
When  an  honorable  member,  whom  I  b; 
always  regarded  as  a  fair-minded  mi 
makes  such  a  charge,  I  cannot  help  thii 
ing  that  on  this  occaaon  something  has  ff 
wrong  with  his  reascHiing  faculties.    I  di 
the  honorable  and  learnt  menober  for  O 
nella,  the  right  honorable  monber 
East    Sydney,   and,    indeed*     any  mi 
ber   of   the   Opposition,    to    bring  i 
ward  a  precedent    for   the    action  a 
being    pursued   by    them.       They  c 
not  refer  me  to  any  paral  lel  case, 
admit  that  occasionally,  when   a  Minis 
have  proposed  to  recommit  an  unimport 
clause,  they  have  met  with  opposition ; 
I  do  not  Imow  of  any  case  in  which  a  [ 
posal  by  a  Government  to  lecoaiinit  a  clat 
involving  so  important  a  question  as  t' 
has  been  treated  in  this  manner.     I  h 
been  in  public  life  almost  as  long  as 
any  honorable  member  in  this  ITouse. 
cannot  say  what  is  the  position  of  the  ref 
sentatives  of  "S^ctoria,  but  I  ha\-e  had 
longer  unbroken  public  career  than 
any     other     honorable     member  fi 
New  South  Wales;  yet  I  cannot  call 
mind  one  case  which  approaches  the  tec^ 
cally  tricky  positicm  with  which  we  are  r 
faced. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thohson. — I  remembei 

tricky  one. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No;  the  h 
orabte  member  remembers  

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — When  the  hi 
orable  member  came  into  office  as  Preo: 
of  New  South  Wales. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honora 
member  remembers  that  when  I  disco\ei 
that  a  sum  of  money  had  been  paid 
bribe  to  an  honorable  member  I  xnade  it 
subject  of  an  amendment  to  a  subfitairi 
motion,  as  soon  as  I  ascertained  what  i 
the  reason  for  the  giving  aC  that  bit 
Honorable  nembcxs  know  that  it  was  I 
right  hcHiorable  member  for  East  Svii 
who  gave  that  Inibe,  and  that,  in  crm 
quence  of  that  action,  he  went  out  of  nfl 
What  was  the  history  of  that  bribe 
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LK£R.~I  must  ask  honorable 
to  interject  so  loudly  and  so 
ind  I  appeal  to  the  honorable 
Hume  to  confine  himself  to  the 
ler  discussion,  which  is  clause 

JAM  LYNE.— In  justificafion 
m,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  would  point 
IS  induced  to  make  these  obser- 
le  interjection  of  the  honorable 
North  Sydney. 

LD  Thomson. — The  honorable 
discussing  the  point  before  I 

lAM  LYNE.— No.  The  hon- 
er  is  mistaken  if  be  thinks  that 
point  in  view  when  he  inter- 
lall  not  make  any  further  le- 
e  matter,  but  I  repeat  that  the 
low  before  the  House  has  been 
litted.  The  position  is  a  grave 
tse  who  are  prepared  to  allow 
t  of  3ay  to  shine  on  all  their 
g  a  public  career  extending  over 
feel  that  it  is  degrading  that 
lembers  should  be  af raid  to 
le  Government  in  a  pro- 
There  are  two  ways  in 
deal  with  a  question  of 
It  is  open  to  the  Oppo- 
allenge  the  Government  by  a 
I  of  want  of  confidence,  or  to 
defeat  them  by  a  side-wind ; 
Tays  been  understood  that  when 
a  Government  is  at  stake  the 
le  discussion  should  be  allowed, 
history  of  this  attack  on  the 
The  Conciliation  and  Arbitra- 
1  introduced  by  the  Deakin  Ad- 
of  which  I  was  a  member, 
ble  member  for  Moira  has 
ly  consistency  with  that  of 
lie  and  learned  member  for 
nd  I  therefore  feel  con- 
deal  with  a  matter  which 
)t  otherwise  have  mentioned, 
think  that  there  are  not  many 
e  me.  have  risked  their  advance- 
ilic  life  before  entering  this 
ise,  and  are  prepared  to  do  so 
f  they  stand  alone,  rather  than 
zht  honorable  member  for  East 
rhe  right  honorable  member's 
^hed  in  smiles. 

—Tell  us— — 

JAM  LYNE.— The  riRht  hon- 
er  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
I  have  concluded. 


Mr.  Batchelor.— He  has  not  the  pluck. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Sometimes  he 
has  courage,  but  on  other  occasions  his  heart 
fails  him.  Let  me  deal  with  the  course  of 
events  leading  up  to  the  present  situation. 
This  Bill,  as  introduced  by  the  Deakin  Go- 
vernment, did  not  apply  to  the  railway 
servants  of  the  States,  and  it  was 
because  of  their  defeat  on  the  amend- 
ment to  extend  its  provisions  to  those 
public  officers  that  that  Government 
went  out  of  c^ce.  I  presume  that  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Kennedy  was  referring 
to  the  attitude  which  I  took  up  in  regard 
to  that  question  when  he  compared  my  con- 
sistency with  that  of  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat.  But  my  late 
colleagues  know  that  from  the  very  outset 
I  was  in  favour  of  the  extension  of  the 
Bill  to  all  railway  servants,  and  that  X  told 
my  constituents  so.  Had  it  not  been  for 
a  statement  made  by  the  Premier  of  Vic- 
toria, I  should  not  have  been  compelled,  as 
I  was,  in  loyalty  to  my  colleagues,  to  vote 
for  the  Bill  as  it  stood.  When  the  late 
Government  retired  I  was  free  to 
exercise  my  individual  judgment  and 
to  give  effect  to  the  view  of  the  ques- 
tion that  I  had  put  before  my  constituents. 
My  colleagues  knew  that  I  favoured  the 
extension  of  the  Bill  to  the  railway  servants 
of  the  States  and  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  surely  when  I  was  at  liberty  to  give 
effect  to  that  view,  I  had  a  right  to  do  so. 
and,  therefore,  should  not  now  be  charged 
with  inconsistency. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — I  was  referring  to  the 
vote  on  the  amendment  to  exclude  agri- 
cultural and  horticultural  labourers  from 
the  operation  of  the  Bill. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  think  that  I 
voted  against  the  inclusion  of  agricultural 
labourers. 

Mr.  McCoLL. — That  is  so. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— As  a  matter  of 
fact,  when  the  Bill  was  being  drafted,  I 
was  opposed  to  their  inclusion,  and  there- 
fore was  not  inconsistent  in  voting  in  that 
way. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — But  the  Bill, 
as  introduced  by  the  Government  of  which 
the  honorable  member  was  a  member,  ap- 
plied to  them. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  knows  very  well  that  one  member 
of  a  Cabinet  cannot  expect  to  have  his  own 
way  in  regard  to  every  clause  in  a  Bill. 
He  must  vote  with  the  Government,  or  else 
retire  from  the  Ministry.  That  was  mv 
position,  and  when  I  found   myself  at 
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liberty  to  exercise  qiy  individual  judg- 
ment, I  did  not  see  why  I  should  not  do 
sa  The  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan  knows  that  what  I  say  is  correct. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  is,  and  it  suits 
my  position  exactly. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— As  soon  as  the 
right  honorable  member  was  out  of  office,  he 
went  round  like  a  whirlwind,  and  we 
have  not  yet  felt  the  last  whirl  of  that 
whirlwind.  The  late  Prime  Minister  re- 
commended the  Governor-General  to  send 
for  the  honorable  member  for  Bland,  much 
to  the  chagrin  of  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney,  who  expressed  his 
disappointment  in  the  public  press  in  the 
most  childish  manner. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. — ^Tbis  is  not  in 
clause  48. 

Mr.  Sydney  Suith. — Nor  is  it  likely  to 

be. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  afraid  that 
there  is  not  likely  to  be  an  Arbitraticm  Bill 
at  all  if  honorable  members  on  that  side 
have  their  way.  The  present  Ministry,  be- 
fore they  accepted  office,  and  after  they 
took  their  seats  on  the  Treasury  benches, 
were  promised  by  the  late  Prime  Minister — 
and  the  promise  is  reported  in  Hansard — 
that  they  and  their  party  would  be  given 
fail  play. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — What  has  this  to  do 
with  the  question? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  bears  on  the 
question,  as  I  shall  show.  I  wish  to  know 
where  is  the  consistency  of  honorable  mem- 
bers on  that  side  of  the  House,  and  of  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Balla- 
rat?  It  was  through  his  instrumentality 
that  the  present  Ministers  were  placed  in 
office,  and  he  promised  to  give  them  fair 
play. 

Mr.  TuDOR. — Whv  is  he  not  present? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  regret  that  he 
is  not  present.  Until  to-tlav  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  East  Sydney  and  his 
following  were  absent,  tea  If  there  is 
one  thing  which  I  like  in  public  life,  it  is 
open,  fair  play. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — ^The  honorable  mem- 
ber gives  us  a  shock  when  he  talks  in  that 
wav,  because  we  know  him  so  well. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  for  Macquarie  is  not  a  judge  of 
fair  play. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — I  would  not  go  to 
the  honorable  member  for  it.  We  know  his 
tricky  ways. 

Mr.  Reid. — What  is  the  use  of  making 
such  a  fuss  about  this  matter  ? 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  never 
any  Premier  make  such  a  fuss  as  did  tl 
right  honorable  gentleman  when  he  was  p 
out  of  office.  He  went  into  a  certain  room 
the  Labour  room — and  on  his  bended  knt 
begged  for  a  penny. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  am  sure  that  i 
honorable  member  for  Hume  must  be  aw: 
that  he  is  wandering  from  the  questitm. 
ask  him  to  set  a  good  example  to  youn{ 
members. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  always  c 
but  when  interjections  are   made  '  I  . 
tempted  to  reply  to  them,  and  you  must  1 
blame  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  my  retorts 
rather  caustic. 

Mr.  Reid. — Hear,  hear.  The  hcaxwa 
member  has  had  tihe  gout. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  wish  the  ri; 
honorable  member  had  the   gout  in 
tongue.      The  present  position  has  hi 
brought  about  by  the  intrigues  of  the  ri, 
honorable  gentleman,  supported  by  50 
cent,  of  those  who  voted  to  displace  the  1 
Government.      They  wish  to  jdestroy 
Bill,  lock,  stock,  and  barrel,  and  at  all  co- 
Mr.  Reid. — One  would  think  that 
honorable  member  was  himself  a  Minisi! 
I  ask  your  rulmg,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  to  w 
ther  he  is  observing  the  ordinary  Pari 
mentary  rule  which  requires  debate  (o 
confined  to  the  question  before  the  Hous. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  twice,  if  ' 
thrice,  called  the  attention  of  the  hoiura 
member  to  the  fact  that  he  is  travelling  '■ 
yond  the  question.  I  ask  him  to  conf 
himself  strictly  to  it  If  the  rigiht  hon 
able  member  will  not  interject  quite  so  1 
quently,  it  may  not  be  so  difi^ult  for  : 
honorable  member. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  will  end 
vour  to  confine  my  remarks  to  the  quest  i 
The  honorable  and  learned  membeir  \ 
Corinella  was  quite  justified,  viewing  1 
matter  from  his  stand-point,  in  oxjving 
proviso  which  was  added  to  the  clause.  1 
Government,  however,  consider  that  it  • 
stroyed  an  important  and  practically  a  \ . 
principle  of  the  Bill,  and  they  took  » 
was  about  the  only  course  they  could  \:- 
short  of  actually  resigning,  in  regan! 
it.  They  intimated  that  they  would  : 
the  House  to  recommit  the  Bill,  witl: 
view  to  reconsidering  its  dedsion  in  re^. 
to  the  clause.  That  was  the  proper  1 
constitutional  course  to  take.  The  Pri 
Minister,  shoftly  after  making  t^at  n 
nouncement,  said  thai  it  would  take  a  wt 
or  two  for  the  Cabinet  to  consider  1 
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ifhich  would  probably  have  to 
the  reccHnmittal,  and  I  was 
;refore,  to  hear  the  honorable 
Moira  to-night  accuse  the  Go- 
laving  deliberately  delayed  the 
of  the  measure. 
EDY. — I  did  not  say  that. 

I  AM  LYNE.— The  Govero- 
leing  pestered  by  honorable 
uding  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
i  party  

, — I  did  not  say  a  word  to 

[AM  LYNE.— The  right  hon- 
!r  and  his  supporters  asked  the 
to  deal  with  the  Seat  of  Go- 

II  in  the  interim.  That  mea- 
isidered  to  be  of  the  gravest 
ind  the  Ministry,  true  to  their 
troduced  it,  and  carried  it 
ow,  however,  the  honorable 
Moira  twits  the  Government 
delayed  the  consideraticm  of 
)resent  before  the  House. 
EDY. — Na 

lAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
;d,  in  effect— "Why  did  not 
ent  submit  the  recommittal  for 
)n  at  an  earlier  date  ?  " 
lEDY. — I  said  that  they  had 
I  for  the  consideration  of  the 
iarried  by  the  honorable  and 
iber  for  Corinella,  and  could 
of  his  present  action. 
JAM  LYNE.— I  have  great 
honorable  member,  and  there- 
surprised  at  the  construction 
ned  to  me  could  be  put  upon 
remarks  which  he  made  to- 
:  Ministry  could  not  have  done 
hey  have  done.  They  have 
larvellous  work  in  passmg  the 
emment  Bill,  a  measure  which 
circumstances  might  have 
;  up "  for  months  or  years, 
will  now  becx)me  law  with- 
days.  Although  I  was 
in  obtaining  the  adoption 
which  I  favoured,  I  submit 
nbling,  and  give  the  Ministry 
aving  stuck  to  the  measure. 
'  will  give  them  credit,  too. 
the  last  two  days  when  it  was 
ssion,  I  felt  that  there  was 
\  the  wind,  and  when  I  tried 
;r  vote  on  the  Welaregang  site, 
it  honorable  member  who  was 
le  cross-benches  asked,  *'  What 
f  talking?  I  will  give  you  a 
V  one  who  is  away  "  


Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order  I 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  felt  that  there 
was  something  behind  the  beautiful  smooth 
tones  of  the  right  honorable  member's 
tongue. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  an  honorable 
member  of  the  experience  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume  does  not  confine  him- 
self to  the  question  at  issue,  I  ask  him 
how  is  it  possible  for  me  to  require  other 
honorable  members  to  do  so? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Although  I 
know  that  technically  our  remarks  should 
be  confined  to  clause  48,  I  have  listened 
attentively  to  the  speeches  of  many  of  those 
who  have  preceded  me,  and  L  have  heard 
manv  divergencies  from  strict  relevance  to 
the  question.  I  shall,  however,  try  to 
obey  your  ruling.  I  was  only  incidentally 
describing  the  thoughts  that  entered  my 
mind  on  the  occasion  I  speak  of.  Then, 
next  day  

Honorable     Members. — What  about 
clause  48? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  a  per- 
fect right  to  say  what  I  am  about  to  say. 
Next  day  I  ascertained  what  was  the  mat- 
ter, because  the  "cat  was  out  of  the  bag." 
The  antics  of  the  right  honorable  member 
for  East  Sydney  are  amusing,  but  he 
should  remember  that  he  is  not  now  in 
the  Tivoli  Theatre. 

Mr.  Reid. — Worse  luck. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  is  where 
they  would  like  to  have  him.  If  he  is  not 
careful,  I  will  tell  the  House  a  little  story 
about  Harry  Rickards'  views  on  the  matter. 
Under  present  circumstances  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  have  an  opportunity  to  de- 
fend its  policy  and  its  administration. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— What  opportunity 
did  our  Government  get? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  think  that 
the  right  honorable  member  has  had  a 
pretty  good  show  since. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^What  show  did  we 
get  when  we  were  being  put  out? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  was  the 
right  honorable  member's  fault.  The  case 
was  altogether  different  then.  There  was 
no  catch-penny  business  about  what  then 
occurred.  The  great  fault  was  with  the 
late  Prime  Minister.  The  present  Go- 
vernment, however,  are  not,  in  my  opinion, 
getting  the  fair  play  which  should  be  ex- 
tended to  them.  I  am  not  with  them  on 
many  of  their  principles. 

Mr.  CoNROY. — The  honorable  member 
onlv  votes  with  them. 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  vote  accord- 
ing to  my  conscience,  which  is  what  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  does  not  da 
Although  I  may  be  opposed  to  the  present 
Government  in  regard  to  many  matters,  I 
think  that  they  are  entitled  to  fair  play 
before  they  are  displared  from  omce. 
Although  what  is  being  done  now  is  techni- 
cal!) correct,  and  according  to  the  rules  of 
the  House,  the  country  will  know  that 
they  have  never  had  fair  play  since  they 
have  been  sitting  on  the  Treasury  benches. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  honorable  member  is 
worse  than  a  Minister. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— They  have  .lot 
had  fair  play  from  those  who  were  attend- 
ing to  the  work  of  Parliament.  The  right 
honorable  member  has  not  been  hete  until 
recently.  If  I  am  any  judge  of  the  opinions 
of  the  country,  however  

Mr.  Reid. — Are  we  discussing  the 
opinions  of  the  country  or  clause  48  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER— I  think  that  honorable 
members  may  safely  leave  questions  of 
order  to  me.  If  anything  takes  place  which 
is  contrary  to  the  Standing  Orders  I  wnl 
myself,  as  I  have  done  many  times  already, 
call  the  honorable  member  who  oifendd  lo 
order. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — I  would  ask 
whether  it  is  not  competent,  sir,  for 
any  honorable  member  to  raise  a 
point  of  order  when  he  thinks  that 
the  honorable  member  addressing  the 
Chair  is  straying  irom  the  point  at  issue? 
If  honorable  members  have  not  the  right  fo 
do  that,  they  may  be  placed  in  a  very  awk- 
ward position.  For  example,  you  may  not 
hear  some  unparliamentary  language ;  but 
surely  honorable  members  who  do  hear  it 
should  be  allowed  to  draw  vour  attention 
to  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  should  be  very  far 
from  stating  that  any  honorable  member 
was  not  free  to  raise  a  point  of  order 
whenever  he  pleased.  Every  hcnorable 
member  has  that  right,  and  if,  at  any  time, 
I  miss  a  remark  honorable  members  may 
properly  call  my  attention  to  it.  I  sug- 
gest, however,  that  they  should  abstain, 
as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  from 
taking  points  of  order  again  and  again, 
and  relv  upon  my  watchfulness. 

Sir  'WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  action 
taken  by  the  Opposition  will  have  the  ef- 
fect of  preventing  the  Government  from 
placing  before  the  country  anything  more 
than  their  policy  with  regard  to  clause  48. 
They  cannot  discuss  such  matters  as  pre- 
ferential   trade,    or    the    offering  of 


the  iron  and  other  bonuses.  If  t 
result  of  the  vote  on  the  prese 
occasion  is,  as  expected,  to  displace  d 
Government,  and  to  hand  over  to  a  M 
Ministry  the  administration  of  alt  su 
matters  as  those  relating  to  the  maiote 

ance  of  a  White  Australia  

Mr.  Sydney  Siuth. — I  rise  to  a  po: 
of  order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  me 
her  for  Hume  is  entirely  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — I  shall  do  eve 
thing  I  can  to  keep  the  hmorable  memi 
to  the  point 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have 
doubt  that  the  honorable  member  will  • 
cline  to  extend  to  me  the  courtesy  that 
would  exhibit  to  any  other  member  of  t 
House;  but  I  can  put  up  with  that. 

Mr.  Hughes.— The  honcwable  mem 
for  MacquEU'ie  will  get  his  thirty  pieces 

Sir  WILI.I.\M  LYNE— If  the  Gow 
ment  are  defeated,  and  ejected  from  off 
the  new  Ministry  will  take  charge  of  a  m 
ber  of  important  matters,  with  regard 
which  we  are  tmfortunately  unable  to 
lighten  the  country  at  the  present  time.  IK 
regard  to  the  statement  that  a  threat 
been  made  that  if  the  Bill  were  lost  a  gi 
strike  would  occur,  I  may  say  that  1 
tened  attentively  to  the  statements  of 
hOTKirable  member  for  Kalgoorlie,  : 
he  certainly  did  not  make  any  thn 
What  he  said  wag  that  those  v 
destroy  the  Bill  must  bear  the  respo! 
bility  if  a  strike  unfortunately  took  pi: 
It  is  not  fair  to  endeavour  to  fasten  u; 
th»  honorable  member  for  Kalgoorlie. 
upon  any  other  honorable  member,  a  st: 
ment  which  he  did  not  make.  I  tnink  t 
honorable  members  generally  would  reg. 
with  sorrow  anything  in  the  shape  nf 
great  industrial  conflict  The  object  of  t 
Bill  is  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  a: 
thing  of  that  Idnd.  I  support  the  propc 
of  the  Govemn^t,  first,  in  the  interests 
fair  play,  and,  secondly,  because  it  is  bai 
upcm  the  practice  followed  the  Arbii 
tion  Court  in  New  South  Wales.  The  Ar 
tration  Act  in  that  State  goes  a  great  dt 
further  than  is  proposed  xmder  the  Bill  n 
before  us.  For  instance,  farm  laboun 
are  brought  within  the  jurisdiction  of  t 
Court,  and  there  is  practically  no  liw'- 
tbn  to  the  scope  of  the  measure  in  ["i 
regard. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order.  I  would  din 
the  honorable  member's  attention  to  t 
fact  that  he  is  refBcriag  ta  agricuJtu: 
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10  are  not  in  any  way  dealt 
t  48- 

[AM  LYNE.— I  was  certainly 
iadental  reference  to  them,  but 

object  of  acting  contrary  to 
I  simply  wished  to  point 
withstanding  the  dreadful  cou- 
ich  some  nonorable  menibers 
prehend  from  the  passing  of 
e,    it    is    not    nearly  so 

the  New  South  Wales  Act. 
to  do  is  to  make  my  position 
aar.     I  feel  that  I  carnof, 

circumstances,  support  the 
omposed  as  it  is,  and  led  by 
1  who  is  at  its  head.  What- 
:  the  result,  even  though  I 
I  shall  be  consistent — I  shall 
tent  in  my  inconsistency.  I 

to  sacrifice  my  principles  for 
)ffice,  and  I  do  not  intend  to 

a  protectionist  tail  under  a 
ree-trade  leader. 
JNEDY.  —  As  a  matter  of 
>lanation,  I  desire  to  say 
lorable  member  for  Huma 
had  accused  him  of  incon- 
annexion  with  the  vote  which 

reference  to  the  extension  of 
I  of  the  Bill  to  public  ser- 
it  I  did  say  was  that  the  hon- 
2r  voted  for  the  exclusion  of 
labourers  from  the  operation 
although,  as  a  member  of  the 
irnment,  he  was  one  of  those 
:ed  the  Bill,  which  originally 
;  agricultural  industry.  The 
amber  also  stated  that  I  had 

Government  of  undue  delay 
ith  this  Bill.    I  made  no  such 

I  commended  the  Government 
Itch  with  which  they  had  dealt 
tsure,  but  I  did  say  that  since 
id  previously  been  before  the 
he  Government  had  had  some- 
month  for  reflection,  and  that 
sted    amendment  represented 

judgment. 

G  O'MALLEY  (Darwin).—! 
see  so  much  heat  imparted  to 
by  some  honorable  members, 
necessity  for  any  extraordinary 
the  matter.  As  a  party,  we 
I  die  to-night.  There  is  no 
n  our  part.  For  the  three 
ng  which  I  have  been  sitting 
of  the  House  I  have  felt  like 
locky  Moimtain  tiger  cat,  and 
ji  can  go  over  to  the  Opposi- 
,  the  better  I  shall  be  pleased 


I  do  not  see  why  the  prospect  of  the  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney  coming 
over  to  this  side  of  the  House  should  arouse 
any  great  excitement  What  we  object  to 
is  the  way  in  which  the  Opposition  are 
taking  advantage  of  the  Goverrunent.  No 
opportunity  is  being  afforded  to  honorable 
members  to  discuss  the  vital  issues  before 
the  country.  If  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney  had  moved  a  no- 
confidence  motion,  and  succeeded  in  eject- 
ing the  Government  from  the  Treasury 
benches,  we  should  have  been  satisfied. 
Under  present  conditions,  however,  we  are 
absolutely  muzzled,  because  we  are  pre- 
vented from  discussing  anything  but  clause 
48.  The  action  of  the  Opposition  might 
be  all  right,  viewed  from  the  stand-point 
of  the  Tammany  Hall  bludgers  or 
the  sand-baggers  of  Pennsylvania  or  the 
Louisiana  Kuklux  clans,  but  it  is  altogether 
out  of  place  in  a  British  Legislature.  Ever 
since  I  have  been  here,  British  institutions 
have  been  held  up  to  me  as  the  glorious 
apotheosis  of  liberty  and  righteousness.  We 
are  not  troubled  at  the  prospect  of  crossing 
over  to  the  other  side  of  the  House,  but 
we  should  like  to  have  an  opportunity  to 
discuss  clause  48  in  Committee.  How  can 
we  go  into  Committee,  when  the  numbers  are 
against  us?  I  do  not  blame  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  East  Sydney.  He  is 
playing  the  political  game. 

Mr.  Hughes. — He  is  playing  a  very 
dirtv  game. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— It  is  a  Tam- 
many Hall  game.  I  had  hoped  that 
there  would  be  no  political  trickery 
or  dodgery  in  this  Parliament,  but 
we  now  have  presented  to  us  a  sor- 
rowful and  pathetic  sight.  When  I  look 
across  the  chamber  and  see  the  sadness 
depicted  in  the  faces  of  honorable  members 
opposite,  I  realize  that  in  their  heart  of 
hearts  they  feel  ashamed  of  what  they  are 
doing.    I  ask  them  to  repent. 

An  Honorable  Member. — Ask  them  to 
testify. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  do  not  ask 
them  to  speak,  because  they  have  the 
numbers.  It  is  for  those  who  have 
not  the  numbers  to  speak.  The  es- 
sence of  democratic  government  consists  in 
the  preservation  of  himian  rights,  and  no 
scheming  or  trickery  should  be  indulged 
in  which  would  endanger  those  rights. 
Honorable  members  opposite  have  set  them- 
selves up  as  the  party  of  negation.  In  this 
great   Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth 
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we  are  absolutely  tied  up.  I  have 
known  nothing  like  it  in  the  United  States 
Congress.  When  that  body  was  discussing 
the  great  Ben  Butler  case,- there  was  nothing 
like  that  which  we  now  see  here.  I  admit 
that  the  Labour  Government  have  not  occu- 
pied the  Treasury  benches  for  any  great 
length  of  time. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  has  nothing  to 
do  with  clause  48. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.  — I  quite 
agree  -with  you,  sir;  but  nearly  all 
the  great  discussions  that  we  have 
had  in  this  House  have  turned  upon 
matters  that  have  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  question  before  the  Chair.  I  under- 
stand that  a  majority  of  honorable  mem- 
bers are  opposed  to  the  recommittal  of  this 
clause.  It  is  absolutely  certain,  therefore, 
that  it  cannot  be  recommitted,  and  if  that 
be  so,  what  is  the  use  of  endeavouring  to 
recommit  it  ?  It  must  be  painfully  evident 
to  all  that  there  is  a  section  of  this  House 
which  does  not  exactly  know  where  it  is. 
Either  honorable  members  or  the  Minis- 
terial supporters  are  at  sea.  After  the 
skipper  of  a  vessel  has  been  drifting  at  sea, 
in  storm  and  darkness,  for  a  prolonged 
period,  what  is  the  first  thing  which  he  en- 
deavours to  do?  He  endeavours  to  ascer- 
tain his  bearings.  I  wish  to  ascertain  our 
bearings,  so  that  we  may  determine  exactly 
our  position.  When  speaking  upon  this 
question,  some  time  ago.  the  honorable 
member  for  Franklin  declared  that  the 
miners  of  the  West  Coast  of  Tasmania  are 
not  in  favour  of  granting  a  preference  to 
unionists. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— Well,  the  hon- 
orable member  said  something  to  that  effect. 
I  hold  in  my  hand  a  letter  which  I  have  re- 
ceived from  the  secretary  of  the  Amalga- 
mated Miners'  Association,  at  Zeehan,  bear- 
ing upon  this  point.  This  communication 
is  important,  as  showing  that  the  people  of 
the  West  Coast  of  Tasmania  are  favorable 
to  the  extension  of  a  preference  to  unionists. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — How  many  persons 
resident  in  that  locality  belong  to  that 
union  ? 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— There  is  a 
great  crowd  in  Zeehan. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAHS. — No  objection  can  be 
urged  against  a  preference  being  granted 
to  them  if  they  constitute  a  majority. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEy.— I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  that  they  do  constitute  a  ma- 


jority. The  letter  to  which  I  have  refen 
reads — 

Mr.  K.  O'Malley,  M.H.R. 

Dear  Sir, — During  the  debate  on  the  Arbtlr.iti 
and  CoDciliatioD  Bill  oow  before  the  Fcdc 
House,  a  statement  was  made  by  Mr.  McWiliiA 
that  the  workers  of  Tasmania  were  satisfied  w 
the  existing  state  of  affairs,  and  did  not  d» 
arbitration.  This  has  caused  a  great  deal  of  : 
verse  comment  here  <m  the  West  Coast,  wh< 
the  population  is  more  or  less  of  a  cosmopolii 
desciiptiwi,  being  composed  of  workers  who  hii 
travelled  the  whole,  not  only  of  Tasmania,  T 
in  most  cases  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  ft 
ing  here,  which,  I  believe,  is  shared  by  the  wo 
ers  throughout  Tasmania,  is  that  the  passing 
the  Arbitration  Act  will  maric  a  new  era  in 
history  (industrially)  of  every  portion  of  .\ 
tralia;  and  in  place  of  wisbine  to  rerert  to 
old  order  of  things,  we  look  forward  to  the  p 
sing  of  the  Arbitration  Bill  as  a  farther  » 
in  the  march  of  progress  and  democracy.  I  it 
that  if  this  expression  of  dissent  from  the  opini 
expressed  by  the  member  for  Franklin  will  .is 
you  or  any  member  of  the  Ministry  in  their  etfi 
to  place  this  important  and  progressive  me-u 
on  the  Statute  Book  of  the  Commonwealth  ; 
will  not  hesitate  to  use  it.  With  every  good  « 
for  your  continued  prosperity,  and  regards  fi 
inquiring  friends, 

I  am,  youn  uncerely, 

S.  FOBD. 

Zeehaz 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Does  the  honora 
member  say  that  that  communication  rela 
to  the  proposal  to  grant  a  preference 

unionists  ? 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY. — Indirecilv 
does.  It  is  not  couched  in  the  language 
a  lawyer,  but  in  that  of  the  ordin: 
miner. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — ^The  question  imn 
diately  before  the  Chair  is  not  the  passi 
of  the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bi 

but  the  recommittal  of  a  clause  which 
lates  to  the  granting  of  a  preference 

unionists. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.  —  Eiact 
That  is  the  position  which  these  miners  ta 
up.  lltey  say  that  without  a  preferer 
to  unionists  the  Bill  will  prove  inoperati' 

Mr.  Tudor. — Many  honorable  xnemU 
will  vote  against  that  clause  from  a  des: 
to  kill  the  measure. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  would  n 
say  that,  because  I  do  not  think  th 
we  have  a  right  to  attribute  ultc-ri^ 
motives  to  one  another.  I  wish  j 
put  the  position  as  fairly  as  pel 
sible.'  In  the  absence  of  this  provision,  a 
any  honorable  mmber  assure  me  that  tl:- 
is  any  power  chi  earth  to  enforce  an  awji 
against  an  individual  workman ?  If 
wealthy  individual  against  whom  judgme: 
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led  in  a  civil  action  fails  to 
Jgment,  his  property  can  be 
.uction.    But  if  a  preference 

to  unionists,  how  can  any 
rbitration  Court  be  enforced 
lividual  workman?  Such  a 
t  be  granted,  because  the 
epresent  the  capital  of  their 
sonally,  I  should  much  pre- 

an  action  against  a  strong 
ation  than  against  a  solitary 
IV  can  we  extract  blood  from 
norable  members  are  being 
stipend  of  ^400  a  year;  but 
know  is  how  we  can  enforce 
st  the  individual  worlcman. 
k  member  of  Parliament  still 
trike. 

O'MALLEY.—I  am  not  at 
rike.      That    liberty  was 
from   me,    when     I  had 
much   money    in  fighting 
I  do  not  think  that  my 
ids  opposite  have  studied 
They  have  been  consumed 
an  anxiety  to  displace  the 
know  that  the  right  honor- 
)r  East  Sydney  is  usually  a 
?  individual.     But,  reason- 
who  has  renounced  his  rea- 
dministering  medicine  to  a 
t  is  inefficacious.    No  man 
:xpressing  an  opinion  unless 
)r  himself. 

)Y. — A  man  requires  some- 
rt-ith. 

O'MALLEY.— My  honor- 
II  never  be  troubled  by  his 
more  we  examine  this 
a  financial  stand-point, 
hall  come  to  the  conclusion 
jst  be  organized.  I  firmly 
lOnorable  members  opposite 
inder  a  frightful  hallucina- 
r  anxiety  to  jump  the  seats 
Ministry  they  have  neglected 
uestion. 

—What  question  ? 
O'MALLEY.— The  honor- 
should  go  home  and  slee]) 
lieve  that  he  is  open  to  rea- 
ould  recollect  that  prejudice 
:  enemy  of  investigation. 

Edwards. — Four  twelves. 
O'MALLEY.—I  do  not 

the  honorable  member  has 
e  Rocky  Mountains,  but  if 

probably  familiar  with  the 
n  flea.    With  that  insect,  it 


is  a  case  of  "  Now  you  have  him,  now  you 
haven't,"  but  he  is  always  bothering  one. 
I  am  anxious  to  put  this  matter  so  clearly 
that  even  the  most  unintelligent  may  under- 
stand it.  There  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  attempt  to  destroy  each  other.  This 
is  a  socialistic  House,  and  we  are  all  part- 
ners. 

Mr.  WiLKs. — Except  in  the  matter  of 
allowances. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— The  time  will 
come  when  Ministers  will  have  to  divide 
with  the  brethren. 

Mr.  Reid. — There  will  be  no  trouble 
then. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.—I  shall  not 
deny  the  fact  that  I  believe  that  the  Labour 
Party  have,  in  one  respect,  set  a  bad 
example. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber must  discuss  the  question  before  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— It  is  remark- 
able how  a  man  will  wander  away  from 
the  question.  I  believe  in  preference  to 
unionists,  and  think  that  we  should  give 
effect  to  that  principle  in  the  Bill.  I  am 
anxious  that  honorable  members  should 
consider  this  question  in  an  impartial  man- 
ner, and,  banishing  all  sordid  considera- 
tions, endeavour  to  deal  with  it  on  its 
merits.  I  appeal  to  honorable  members 
to  say  how  an  award  could  be  enforced  if 
each  individual  in  the  land  had  to  be  dealt 
with  separately  ? 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. — No  caie  proposes 
anything  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— If  it  were 
merely  necessary  to  found  organizations 
consisting  of  100  members  each,  and  having 
only  a  tew  pounds  at  their  disposal — the 
moneys  of  the  unions  on  which  they  were 
based  being  kept  entirely  apart  from  the 
organizations  themselves — it  would  be  im- 
possible to  give  effect  to  any  award  im- 
posing penalties  upon  them.  That,  how- 
ever, would  be  the  position  if  the  course 
proposed  by  the  Opposition  were  adopted. 
I  should  like  honorable  members  not  to  be 
carried  away  by  the  awful  fears  which  some 
appear  to  entertain  in  regard  to  members 
of  the  Labour  Party.  They  are  no 
more  dangerous  than  are  members  of  any 
other  party  in  the  House.  They  are 
endeavouring  to  carry  out  that  which  they 
believe  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  justice.  Some  persons  have  not 
so  clear  a  conception  of  the  principles  of 
justice  as  have  others,  but  every  member 
of   the  Labour   Party  is  filled    with  his 
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missim  to  repleti<».  So  far  as  this  ques- 
tkm  is  concerned,  the  Labour  Party  are 
missionaries  among  the  heathen.  Honor- 
able members  remember  that  the  cannibals 

in  Fiji  used  to  eat  missionaries  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  question  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  matter  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  bow  to 
your  ruling,  sir. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — It  shows  a  preference. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— A  preference 
to  unionists  for  white  men,  as  missionaries 
are  unionists.  After  cannibalism  was 
abolished,  they  had  to  substitute  mutton 
for  missionary. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  agree  with 
you,  sir.  Unions  may  exist  among  savages. 
We  had  various  unions  among  the  Yaqui 
Indians  in  Mexico,  and  the  Grand  Saga- 
more used  to  sit  back  in  his  chair,  while 
the  members  fell  at  his  feet  to  worship 
him.  We  are  making  a  great  mistake  in 
proposing  to  deal  with  this  question  with- 
out carefully  investigating  it.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  turn  out  of  oflBce  a  Ministry 
which,  during  its  short  career,  has  set  a 
splendid  example  to  the  world.  I  should 
not  object  so  strongly  to  their  defeat  if  it 
took  place  after  the  presentation  of  our 
case  in  the  clearest  possible  way,  so  that 
the  people  might  judge  for  themselves  of 
the  attitude  which  we  take  up.  But  I 
seriously  object  to  the  action  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, for  we  have  no  such  opportunity  to 
discuss  the  general  question  as  we  should 
have  if  a  straight-out  motion  of  want  of 
confidence  were  submitted.  Many  persons 
condemn  the  Labour  Party — ^men  who  have 
no  chance  to  place  their  views  before  the 
country  by  means  of  the  press.  Could  the 
evil  which  is  in  the  minds  of  our  op- 
ponents die  with  them,  and  their  bad  ex- 
ample also,  we  might  enjoy  the  luxury  of 
forgetting  all  about  them.  That,  how- 
ever, cannot  be,  because  the  evil  which 
men  do  must  Jive  after  them.  The  action 
which  honorable  members  of  the  Opposi- 
tion are  now  taking  agamst  the  Government 
may  rec-oii  on  them  with  tenfold  strength 
long  before  they  anticipate  anything  of  the 
kind.  Evil  vid  the  example  of  evil  ac- 
quire tenfold  strength  when  they  speak 
from  the  grave.  We  have  good  "me- 
mories, and  we  shall  never  forget  this  night. 
It  may  be  necessary  for  us  to  meta- 
phorically gibbet  those  who   are  treating 


the  Government  in  this  unchristian, 
righteous,  and  dishonorable  manner,  so  i 
with  the  steel  pen  of  a  century  to  a 
their  names  will  be  written  so  high,  ant 
letters  so  black,  that  their  children's  cb 
ren  will  be  ashamed  to  bear  their  nam^ 
am  sad  to-night  When  I  think  of  hoi 
able  members  opposite,  after  a  struggle 

protection  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable 
ber  is  again  wandering  away  from  the  i 
ject. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY. — I  admit, 
that  I  am.  It  is  because  I  cannot  t( 
the  main  question  that  I  feel  so  sad. 
night  we  see  among  the  ranks  of  the 
position  honorable  members,  whcxn  we 
sited  to  carry  the  great  poticy  of  pn 
tion,  standing  up  and  detu>tincing  us. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Not  all  of  them. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY. — No;  tl 
the  Lord,  there  is  one  saved.  I  have 
nessed  sad  scenes  in  the  United  Statt 
America,  but  have  never  seen  so  sa 
spectacle  as  that  which  now  oonfrcwils 
We  may  be  mistaken,  we  may  feel  tha 
cannot  endure  it  ■ 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  must  ask  the 
orable  member  to  debate  the  clause,  c 
cease  speaking. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY. — I  rtroe 
to  the  considerati(m  of  clause  48.  I 
not  desire  in  any  way  to  come  into  co: 
with  the  Chair,  but  I  should  like 
point  out  that  there  is  at  least  one  esse: 
difference  between  capital  and  i-1 
Labour  is  an  organization  possessing  .t,  i 
a  heart,  and  a  conscience,  while  capit: 
an  organization  that  is  soulless,  heart 
grasping,  and  vicious. 

Mr.  HiGGiNs. — There  is  no  soul  in  cl 
4S. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  am  s  .rr 
say  there  is  not. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — It  has  b^n  torn 
oT  It. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— That  is 
\  am  really  amazed  that  Ministers  sh' 
have  been  so  foolish  as  to  make  this  .n  \ 
question.      If  ever  I  obtained  office 
Opposition  would  ha\-e  a  difficult\  in  .| 
placing  me.    They  would  not  put  me 
in  suchi  a  light  and  easy  way. 

Mr.  SPEAKER— TKat  has  nothing 
do  with  the  quesUcn. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  desire  tc 
absolutely  fair,  and  I  wish  to  know  r. 
the  Oppositicm  propose  in  lieu  of  the  \ 
vernment  amendbnent. 
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Edwards. — ^The  proviso  al- 
ause. 

O'MALLEY.— But  it  will 
round.  It  certainly  does  not 
lionist  shall  have  preference. 
;  members  opposite  any  con- 
that  which  the  workers 
ing  in  submitting  them- 
lII  trade  disputes  to  a 
ligh  Court  ?  We  know  that 
le  High  Court  is  nurtured, 
rained  in  a  school  remote 
le  vast  multitudes  who  toil  in 
ter  year.  These  people  are 
irrender  the  right  to  strike 
themselves  to  the  Court,  and 
iven  them  in  return  ?  At  the 
tack  on  labour  there  is  the 
3r  some  reason  or  other,  an 
nan  is  made  of  inferior  clay 
th  that  of  which  the  so-called 
are  composed.  The  gold- 
ts,  whose  bank  overdrafts  are 
■  nobility,  think  that  the  ideal 
ary  workmen  is  that  of  a  hat- 
ry ;  and  that  they  should  in- 

hopes  and  prospects  to  the 
se  unattached  slave  masters, 
roughout  the  world  awakened 
)ple  to  a  sense  of  community 
;ntiments  of  comradeship,  and 
f  associated  effort  to  such  an 
■day  philosophers  and  other 
o  are  devoting  themselves  to 
n  of  the  troubles  caused  by 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  tRat 
le  arch-enemy  of  the  workers 
pie.  If  that  be  the  case,  and 
lave  worked  to  secure  the  up- 
vage-eamers,  why  should  they 
ide  and  branded  as  bodies  of 
hat  is  what  the  clause,  as  it 
do.  • 

.   Edwards. — Preference  is 


O'MALLEY.— It  would  be 
i  a  vast  aggregation  of  money ; 
a  monopoly  when  you  say  to 
men,   "  Organize,   and  form 
>  associations,  so  that  we  may 
"     There  is  no  greater  union- 
honorable  member  for  South 
o-night  he  has  wandered  from 
of  unionism,  as  even  the  best 
go  astray  when  he  gets  into 
The   honorable  member 
k  that  I  have  not  a  great  re- 
,  however.     We  ought  not  to 


take  this  vote  suddenly.  We  ought  to  try 
to  look  into  the  question.  - 

Mr.  McDonald. — Why  should  not  the 
vote  be  taken? 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— Are  honorable 
members  anxious  for  it  ? 

Mr.  McDonald. — ^Yes. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— If  they  are 
ready  to  die,  it  is  all  right.  I  do  not  wish 
to  talk  for  hours,  if  there  is  nothing  to  be 
gained  by  doing  so. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. — ^The  honorable 
member  is  delivering  the  fimeral  oration  of 
the  Government. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— The  Ministry 
is  being  sacrificed  to  the  commercial  and 
corporate  greed  of  Australia. 

Mr.  Tudor.— At  the  mandate  of  the  Em- 
ployers' 'Federation. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  would  not 
say  anything  like  that.  But  the  liberty-lov- 
ing, truthful  workers  of  Australia,  the  great 
toilers  of  this  country,  if  they  cannot  get 
justice  from  this  House,  may  eventually  be 
forced  to  demand  the  restoration  of  the 
Mosaic  law,  which  requires  "  an  eye  for  an 
eye  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth."  During  the 
three  months  that  the  Ministry  have  been 
m  office,  they  have  proved  themselves  to  be 
as  good  administrators  as  we  have  had  in 
Australasia,  and  as  there  have  been  any- 
where else  in  the  world.  In  this  southern, 
sunny  land  we  may  yet  see  a  monument 
erected  which  will  for  ever  perpetuate  the 
era  when  corporate  and  commercial  aggres- 
sion met  its  doom,  and  humanity  achieved 
its  regeneration. 

Mr.  HIGGINS  (Northern  Melbourne- 
Attorney -General). — I  considered  that  the 
few  words  which  I  may  say  were  ill-suited 
to  so  warm  a  temperature  as  we  had  in  this 
Chamber  a  short  time  ago;  but  now  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Darwin  has 
brought  the  House  again  into  good  humour, 
what  I  have  to  say  may  not  be  so  inappro- 
priate. The  limits  of  the  discussion  have, 
if  I  may  say  so,  been  very  rightly  narrowed 
by  your  ruling,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  in  my 
remarks  I  shall  narrow  them  still  more. 
The  question  before  the  House  is  simply 
whether  the  Government  shall  be  granted 
leave  to  recommit  one  of  the  gravest  and 
most  difficult  clauses  to  frame  which  there 
is  in  the  Bill.  Some  honorable  members 
wish  to  refuse  the  request  for  recommittal, 
and  they  are,  of  course,  perfectly  entitled 
to  do  so.  But  the  effect  of  their  action  will 
be  that  a  proviso,  which  all  must  admit  was 
inserted   without   argument   and  without 
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discussion,  by  a  snatch  majority,  when  hon- 
orable members  were  hurrying  away  to 
cateh  the  trains  to  other  States,  cannot  be 
re-discussed. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — Discussed,  not  re-dis- 
cussed. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— Yes,  discussed;  Be- 
cause it  has  never  yet  been  discussed.  Hon- 
orable members  who  were  present  on  the  oc- 
casion, remember  that  the  Ccmmiittee  had 
been  wearied  with  the  discussicxi  of  other 
amendments. 

Mr.  G.  B.  EdW^uids. — ^With  the  discus- 
sion of  clause  48. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— With  the  discussion  of 
amendments  in  that  clause.  The  Prime 
Minister  at  last  arranged  to  allow  a  certain 
amendment  to  be  accepted.  Another  amend- 
ment was  rejected,  and  then  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  0>rinella  moved 
the  proviso  of  whidi  he  had  given  notice. 
It  is  quite  true  that  it  had  been  printed  and 
circulated ;  but  he  said,  "  I  will  not 
argue  it,  if  Ministers  will  not  do  so  " ;  and 
Ministers  did  not  argue  it.  There  was  a 
division  forthwith,  and  the  Government 
were  beaten.  That  proviso  has  not  yet 
been  discussed.  Any  one  who  wishes  to 
refer  to  the  proceedings  will  find  them 
recorded  on  page  3689  of  the  Hansard 
report  for  the  current  ses^n,  so 
that  I  am  speaking  by  l^e  card. 
Miilisters  who  are  responsible  to  the 
House  and  to  the  country  for  this 
grave  measure  ask  the  House,  under  these 
circumstances,  not  to  merely  consider  the 
amendment  which  they  propose  to  move, 
but  to  see  whether  some  device  cannot  be 
found,  by  the'  ingenuity  of  honorable 
members,  which  will  make  the  proviso 
workable.  Apparently  a  majority,  led  by 
one  or  two,  are  inclined  not  to  give  us  leave 
to  do  this.  If  the  action  of  the  House  is 
meant  to  be  an  insult,  a  slap  in  the  face 
to  Ministers,  we  must  take  it  as  such. 
Honorable  members  are  quite  entitled  to 
act  as  they  have  acted ;  but  it  is  not  the 
way  in  which  statesmen  act  It  is  not 
right  to  refuse  to  discuss  the  amendment 
of  a  proviso  which  was  inserted  in  such  a 
grave  clause  as  that  now  before  the  House 
under  the  circumstances  whidi  I  have  de- 
tailed. I  assure  honorable  members  that 
I  have  studied  the  proviso  with  the  utmost 
care,  and  I  have  to  warn  them  that  T  have 
come  to  the  conclusion,  which  is  shared  by 
others  whose  opinions  I  regard  very 
highly,  that  it  is  most  unskilfully  drawn, 
and  if  passed  into  law  is  likely' to  cause 


great  difficulty  to  the  President  of  1 
Court.    Furthermore,  it  certainly  will  1 
carry  out  the  object  which  its  mover  I 
expressed  himself  as  desirous  of  carrxi 
out.    I  say  that,  knowing  that  I  am 
ing  in  some  respects  to  deaf  ears ;  but 
think  it  is  my  duty  to  let  the  House  ki] 
that  the  proviso  will  not  adiieve  the  obj 
which  its  mover,  and  those  who  ha^e  s 
ported  it,  think  it  will  achieve.    If  hor 
able  members  will  look  for  a  niomeiit 
its  concluding  words,  they  will  see  t 
before  a  preference  is  granted  there 
required  a  majority,   "of  those  afTei 
by    the    award    who  have  interests 
common  with  the  applicants."  Wlio 
those  who  are  "  affected  by  the  awar 
I  should  think  that  tlie^  are  not  me 
those  who  are  bound  by  it,  biit  their  fi 
lies  and  others  as  well.      But,  in  at 
to  cumc  to  graver  matters,  I  will  assi 
that  "  affected    by    the    award "  me 
''boimd  by  the  award."      The  prof 
however,  assumes  that  it  is  only  by 
award  that  preference  can  be  given.  % 
is  a  mistake.     Preference  may  also 
given  by  an  order.     Clause  48  itself 
lows  preference  to  be  given  by  an  ore 
but  there  is  no  proviso  that  there  must 
u  majority  of  those  who  are  to  be  af 
ted  by  the  order.     That  is  not  the  w 
of  it.     I>et  us  go  a  step  further, 
proviso  says,  "  those  who  have  interesti 
common  with  the  applicants."  Who 
they?     The  words  used  are  not  "tl 
who  are  in  the  industry,"  but  *'  those  * 
have  interests  in  common  with  the  ap 
canls." 

Mr.  WATKms. — Every  workman  in  4 

tralia. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— That    may    or  t 
not  be ;  but  let  me  give  the  House  a  f 
Crete  instance.      Let  me  assume  thatj 
award   is   made   affecting    all  seal 
amcHigst  whtrni  are  unionists  and  non-ui 
ists,  including  lascars  in  receipt  of, 
haps,  15s.  per  week.  Incidentally,  I  n 
observe  that  honOTable  members  who 
that  where  workmen  are  not  tmited 
do  not  get  fair  play  are  perfectly  coi 
Suppose  that  an  award  is  made  affet 
all  seamen,  and  application  is  made  foi 
granting  of  a  preference  to  unicmists. 
will  be  "  th9se  who  have  interests  in  I 
mon  with  the  applicants"?  Surelv 
the  lascars,  and  those  who  are  not  un 
buc  the  unionists  themselves,  and  it 
be  easy  to  obtain  a  majority  of  unit 
in  favour  of  the  granting  of  the  prefoM 
The  honorable  and  l^med  poembet 
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is  not  now  present,  is  i  man 
[  deserves  great  credit  for 
which  he  prepares  his  work, 
the  first  to  admit  that  the 
3  be  reconsidered. 
Idwards. — So  does  the  pro- 
)norabie  and  learned  gentle- 
is  more  slovenly  drafting  in 
ds  "the  industry  affected" 
both  sides. 

NS. — The  honorable  mem- 
to  express  his  opinion  on  the 
id)  he  alludes.  I  am  quite 
responsibility  for  it,  though 
.t  it  was  not  mine.  What 
the  Government  are  not  at- 
ust  any  amendment  down  the 
orable  members.  We  wish 
B  shall  be  recommitted  and 
Old  we  are  determined  that 
lall  know  what  our  position 

f. — Is  it  not  monstrous  that 
>uld  be  asked  to  reconsider 
I  may  take  the  bread  out  of 

[NS. — I  wish  that  we  could 
ut  of  some  men's  mouths, 
all  respect  that  the  phrase- 
proviso  is  obscure.  Honor- 
opposite,  however,  do  not 
t  the  House  to  put  it  right. 

even  allow  their  own  mean- 
jhtly  expressed,  and  to  be 

They  say,  "  We  are  opposed 
tal.  We  shall  not  have  any 
;  shall  limit  the  debate,  we 
he  Ministerial  supporters  from 
:ir  minds  with  regard  to  the 
rt  that  has  been  pursued,  and 

secure  the  vote  of  one  hon- 
r  whose  vote  will  count  two 
>n,  and  that  will  give  us  a 

i  Cook. — Does  the  Attorney - 
e  the  recommittal  merely  in 
dy  the  drafting? 
INS. — I  wish  to  remedy  the 
rder  to  effect  my  object,  and 
my  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella,  to 
drafting  of  his  amend- 
er  to  prevent  the  provision 
nonsensical.  The  only  ques- 
it  is,  are  we  going  to  trust  the 
he  task  of  converting  a  stupid 
one  which  will  be  effective? 
when  we  come  to  the  clause 
r  get  to  it — some  honorable 
say  that  they  wish  it  to  read 


in  one  way,  whilst  I  may  wish  to  adopt 
other  phraseology.    Surely  that  will  be  the 
time  to  discuss  it.     A  number  of  honor- 
able members  have  sought  to  persuade  us 
that  we  should  have  no  alternative  but  to 
adopt  the  Government  proposal,  or  allow 
the  proviso  to  stand.     That,  however,  is 
not  the  case.    The  question  is,  is  the  House 
to  be  trusted,  or  not.     Is  it  to  be  allowed 
an  opportunity  to  put  the  clause  right,  and 
to    make    its    meaning    clear  ?     I  feel 
that   I  have   no   right    to   complain  of 
the   action    takea     As   a    Ministry  we 
can   submit.      We  came  into  office  with 
out  seeking  it,  and  we  shall  go  out  without 
having  disgraced  ourselves.    We  came  into 
office  without  cadging,  and  we  shall  go  out 
without  cringing.     All  that  I  can  say  is 
that  our  occupancy  of  office  has  provided 
a  beneficial  lesson  for  the  country,  which 
will  see  that  a  Labour  Ministry  has  been 
displaced  before  it  has  committed  any  fault 
of  administration,  before  it  has  proposed 
anything  contrary  to  the  programme  put 
forward    by  its  leaders  at  the  outset. 
I    must    say    that    I  think    it    is  for- 
tunate for  us  that  the  present  course  has 
been  followed  by  the  Opposition.    It  might 
have  been  difficult  for  us  to  explain  from 
the  platform,  to  those  who  are  not  versed  in 
the  intricacies  of  unionism  and  arbitration, 
the  difference  between  the  clause  as  it  stands 
and  as  it  would  appear  if  the  Government 
proposal  were  adopted.     When,  however, 
it  comes  to  a  question  of  taking  the  con- 
duct of  the  business  of  the  House,  and  the 
ordinary  machinery  of  Government  out  of 
the  hands  of  Ministers,  we  can  make  our 
positicm    clear     to     the  constituencies. 
We     can     show     that,     because  the 
Ministry     has     been     sneered     at  as 
a    Labour    Ministry    by    snobs,  there- 
fore, it  has  been  regarded  as  not  entitled 
to  fair  play.     If  the  clause  be  not  re-dis- 
cussed, we  shall  be  able  to  go  to  the  out- 
side public  untrammelled.     Our  hands  will 
not  be  tied,  even  by  the  amendment  which 
we  have  put  before  the  House.     We  shall 
be  absolutely  free.      I  think  we  went  to 
the  utmost  limits  in  that  amendment.  I 
am  not  at  all  sure  that  we  did  not  go  too 
far;  but  we  went  so  far  in  order  to  save 
the  Bill  from  being  wrecked.  Whenever 
the  people  ask  for  bread,  whatever  we  do 
— ^no  matter  what  the  consequences  may  be 
— we  shall  not  give  them  a  stone.  When 
the  people  are  asking  for  an  Arbitration 
Bill  which  will  work,  we  shall  not  give 
them  a  Bill  which  will  not  work.    We  were 
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quite  willing  to  exclude  from  the  scope  of 
the  BiU  for  the  present  the  agricultural  in- 
dustry, domestic  occupations,  and  so  forth, 
to  which  the  House  did  not  think  the  Bill 
should  apply.      But  when  it  becomes  a 
questi(Hi  of  amending  the  Bill  in  such  a  way 
as  to  make  it  useless  for  any  industry  we 
hold  our  hands  and  say,  "No;  we  will  have 
nothing  of  the  sort."     I  regretted  to  hear 
the  speech  delivered  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Moira,  whom  I  have  respected  ex- 
tremely in  the  Victorian  Parliament  and 
here.     I  did  not  understand  the  unjust  way 
in  which  he  treated  the  action  of  the 
Ministry    in    regard    to    the    Bill  now 
before  us   and  the  Seat  of  Government 
Bill   I  ask  any  fair  man  if  we  have  taken 
any  unfair  advantage,  or  have  been  guilty 
of  any  tridcery.    I  am  quite  sure  when  the 
honorable  member  comes  to  think  of  it, 
he  will  see  that  this  Ministry,  whatever 
its  faults  may  have  been,  has  acted  honor- 
ably and  above  board,  and  has  not  been 
guilty  of  any  underground  engineering; 
that  it  has  fought  for  its  principles,  that 
it  has  not  sought  office,  and  that  it  will  leave 
it  with  a  good  record  and  an  unstained  flag. 
The  right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydi- 
ney  is  not  here.    He  has  always  spoken  of 
this  measure  as  one  embodying  "  a  great  re- 
form."  A  certain  air  of  cynical  irony  has 
characterized  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man, but  still  that  is  the  expression  that  has 
been  recorded  in  Hansard,  and  that  can  be 
referred  to  when  there  is  need.    He  has 
spoken  of  this  as  a  great  reform.    I  sup- 
pose because  it  is  a  great  reform  it  is  to  be 
whittled  away  as  much  as  possible — the 
greater  it  is,  the  more  can  be  cut  off.  I 
am  surprised  at  the  position  taken  up  with 
regard  to  clause  48  by  my  friend  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Ballarat, 
whom  I  have  followed  with  great  interest 
and  great  enthusiasm.    The  honorable  and 
learned  member  voted  for  the  insertion  of 
the  proviso  proposed  by  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinella. 
Mr.  Deakin. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— The  honorable  and 
learned  member  said  that  he  had  not  voted 
against  a  single  line  of  the  BiU  he  intro- 
duced. 

Mr.  Dfakin. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— That  is  true,  but  al- 
though it  is  literally  true,  it  conveys  an  im- 
pression which  I  am  sure  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  would  not  wish  to  convey. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  said  that  I  had  voted 
for  two  alterations. 


Mr.  HIGGINS.— Yes,  but  the  point 
that  it  is  not  necessary  to  cut  a  clause, 
even  a  line,  out  of  a  Bill  in  order  to  inji 
it.  You  may  kill  a  man  as  well  by  poist 
ing  him  as  by  cutting  a  piece  out  of  hi 
and  you^can  kill  a  BUI  as  effectually  b)' 
serting  a  proviso  as  by  taking  one  out  of 
We  never  entertained  the  least  idea  that  t 
honorable  and  learned  member  woi 
favour  the  proviso.  He  never  suggested 
in  his  great  second- read  ing  speech  on  t 
Bill.  We  brought  down  clause  48  in  1 
exact  form  in  which  it  had  been  propw 
by  the  honorable  and  learned  monber,  a 
without  any  warning  to  us,  the  proviso  « 
inserted,  with  the  assistam^  of  the  hoc 
able  and  learned  member. 

Mr.  CoNKOY. — ^The  Attorney- General 
blaming  the  honorable  and  learned  memi 
for  making  two  alteraticHis,  whereas  twen 
three  alterations  are  pr(^)Osed  by  the  C 
vernment. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— I  can  assure  the  h 
orable  and  learned  member  that  i  was  - 
referring  to  him  when  I  was  speaking  j 
now.  The  best  test  of  the  present  utuat 
is  this :  Let  us  talk  of  this  gr 
reform.  The  right  honorable  mem 
for  East  Sydney  frequently  reiterates  t' 
this  is  a  great  reform.  I^t  us  see 
which  side  those  who  are  tibnestly  oppOl 
to  all  arbitration  matters  are  going  to  f 
on  this  occasicm. 

Mr.    Sydney   Smith. — The  honor* 
member  who  proposed  arbitration — the 
orable  and  learned  member  for  Ballarat 
voting  on  this  side. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— The  honorable  n« 
ber  is  very  ready  at  edging  away  from 
point.  The  point  is,  upon  which  side  are 
avowed  opponents  of  the  Arbitration 
going  to  vote  ? 

Mr.  Batchelor. — They  are  wreckerl 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  LONSDALR. — ^They  put  the  Mini 
on  the  Treasury  benches. 

Mr.   Batchelor. — We  did   not  tl 
them  for  it. 

Mr.  Lonsdale.  —  Ministers  were 
pleased  to  accept  thar  assistance. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — That  is  not  true. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  must  ask  the  VA 
ter  to  withdraw  that  remark. 

Mr.  Batchelor, — I  withdraw. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— AH  I  desii«  to  saj 
that  not  only  will  the  proviso  not  havi* 
effect  which  the  honorable  and  learned 
ber  for  Corinella  wishes  ,but^  will 
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The  majority  of  those  en- 
industry  cannot  be  ascertained 
us  is  taken.  It  will  be  ne- 
,e  practically  an  electoral  roll, 

revision  court,  and  practic- 
ndum,  and  all  the  machinery 

ascertaining  who  are  on  this 
,t.  Other  honorable  members 
,th  this  measure  with  a  grasp 
ch  only  experience  can  give, 
in  the  position  to  follow  them, 
ow  myself  to  be  convinced  by 
K  gained  in  New  Zealand, 
Vales,  and  Western  Australia 

best  thing  for  Australia  is  a 
ion  Bill,  with  a  very  strong 
Luse.  I  do  not  think  that  an 
^asure  can  be  worked  without 

unionists.  I  know  enough 
rience  in  regard  to  union  dele- 
been  "  spotted  "  by  employers, 
they  must  stand  down  without 
ing  given.     I  feel. convinced 

preference  is  given  to  union- 
oyers  will  be  able  to  weed  out 
lits  them  those  men  who  stand 
hts  of  their  fellows.  I  think 
mbers  for  having  listened  to 
ng.  I  do  not  speak  at  any 
s  a  rule,  and  I  do  not  propose 
'  remarks  beyond  reiterating 
e  is  vague  and  imperfect,  and 
y  out  the    purposes   of  its 

)NEy  (Melbourne).  —  I  am 
honorable  member  for  Moira 
Before  he  left  I  directed 
to  certain  remarks  which  he 
jard  to  the  honorable  member 
ind  he  was  manly  enough  to 
1.  He  declared  that  he  would 
rty  to  voting  for  preference  to 
ss  it  was  qualified,  after  bear- 
able member  for  Barrier  say 
s  should  be  political  machines, 
ids  should  be  used  for  poli- 
s.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
;  member  for  Barrier  did 
:,  and  did  not  speak  be- 
te for  preference  to  union- 
vote  for  the  qualification, 
iely  refrained  from  speaking 
in  order  to  facilitate  its  pas- 
the  House.  I  do  not  suppose 
>rable  member  will  deny  that 
Deeches  which  have  been  deli- 
have  emanated  from  the  Op- 
)f  the  Chamber.  A  reference 
rill  establish  that  fact.  An- 


other reason  why  I  did  not  address  myself 
to  this  measure  was  that  the  other  Chamber 
is  absolutely  unable  to  proceed  with  its 
legislative  work  for  lack  of  business.  At 
the  present  time  it  is  anxiously  waiting  for 
this  Bill.  That  House  represents  the  demo- 
cracy of  Australia  by  the  votes  of  the  whole 
of  the  States.  Shall  it  be  said  that  honor- 
able members  denied  to  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  an  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  its  opinion  upon 
this  Bill  ?  I  confess  that  I  was  fairly  stag- 
gered by  the  incontestable  proof  which  the 
Attorney- General  advanced  that  this  very 
provision  has  never  been  debated.  In  the 
Victorian  ■  Parliament  I  have  seen  many 
Ministries  displaced  from  office,  but  I  have 
never  known  methods  to  be  employed  simi- 
lar to  those  which  are  being  adopted  in  the 
present  instance.  This  Government  would 
have  welcomed  a  straight-out  want  of  con- 
fidence motion,  the  discussion  upon  which 
would  not  have  been  limited.  During 
the  two  election  contests  for  the  re- 
presentation of  Melbourne  in  this  House, 
the  dominant  questions  raised  had  re- 
ference to  protection  and  the  Concilia- 
tion and  Arbitraticm  Bill.  After  having  had 
two  elections  and  a  law  suit  crammed  into 
the  brief  space  of  two  and  a  half  months, 
honornble  members  will  understand  that  a 
a  little  rest  would  be  acceptable  to  me. 
Nevertheless,  so  fond  am  I  of  fighting,  that 
if  honorable  members  opposite  are  willing  to 
appeal  to  the  country,  T  shall  gladly  wel- 
come the  opportunity  of  again  facing  mv 
constituents.  Who  is  responsible  for 
the  delay  in  the  passing  of  this 
Bill?  The  coTumns  of  Hansard  will 
show  that  the  fault  does  not  rest  with  the 
Ministerial  supporters.  Is  it  not  a  signi- 
ficant circumstance  that  upon  an  amend- 
ment affecting  the  existence  of  the  Govern- 
ment, neither  of  the  two  leaders  of  the  Op- 
position have  uttered  a  single  word  ? 
Where  are  those  leaders  now  ?  Thev 
should  be  seated  at  the  table  of  the  House. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinella  must  have 
studied  the  words  of  the  great  American 
jurist — one  of  the  greatest  jurists  an  the 
world — who  said  that— 

For  the  betrayer  of  a  country  or  of  a  great 
cause  we  have  not  far  to  seek.  We  shall  find 
him  in  the  lawyer  ready-made. 

I  know  that  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella  acted  in  a  similar 
manner  in  the  Victorian  Parliament,  and 
I  am  sure  that  he  regretted  his  action.  It 
is    true    that    by    Act    of  Parliament 
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he  could  call  himself,  as  Minister, 
"honorable,"  but  his  constituents  did 
not  indorse  his  right  to  that  title. 
I  am  sorry  to  have  to  say  that. 
No  man  ever  entered  parliamentary  life 
with  better  opfportunities.  His  keenest 
admirers,  however,  will  experience  a  feel- 
ing of  regret  when  they  see  him  attempting 
by  a  legal  quibble  of  this  kind,  to  oust 
the  Government  from  office.  Personally, 
I  should  mudi  prefer  to  support  the  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney,  be- 
cause I  have  studied  a  record  of  the  mea- 
sures which  he  passed  when  Premier  of 
New  South  Wales,  than  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat.  The  former, 
■with  the  assistance  of  the  Labour  Party, 
was  instrumental  in  placing  some  very  good 
laws  upon  the  statute-book  of  that  State. 
But  I  cannot  find  any  record  of  a  single 
good  measure  which  has  been  passed  at  the 
instance  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat,  and  I  challenge  any- 
body else  to  point  to  <xie. 

Mr.  McCoLL. — Who  introduced  the  first 
Factories  Bill? 

Mr.  MALONEY.— But  did  not  I  re- 
ceive my  first  cold  douche  when,  a  few  weeks 
after  the  magnificent  meeting  which  he  ad- 
dressed in  the  Melbourne  Town  Hall,  I 
asked  him  if  he  would  imake  an  attempt 
to  put  down  sweating?  His  reply  was, 
"  How  can  we  put  down  sweating  ?" 

Mr.  McCoLL.— What  about  the  Fac- 
tories Act? 

Mr.  MALONEY.— The  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat  never  accom- 
plished as  much  good  in  the  Victorian 
Parliament  as  did  the  honorable  member 
for  Echuca.  Does  any  hcHurable  member 
of  this  House  affirm  that  it  is  possible  to 
give  effect  to  the  principles  contained  in 
this  Bill  unless  a  preference  be  granted  to 
unionists?  Why  do  honorable  members 
object  to  the  Government  proposal?  I  do 
not  believe  that  there  is  any  member  in 
this  House  who  wishes  to  see  a  continuance 
of  the  aixursed  system  of  strikes.  The 
legal  union  is  the  strongest  union  in  the 
world.  I 

Mr.  Fisher. — But  the  learned  profes- 
sions are  privileged. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— They  will  not  be 
privileged  when  the  proletariat  obtain  the 
voting  power,  when  the  universities  of  the 
world  are  thrown  open  to  the  children  of 
the  workers.  The  honorable  member  for 
Franklin  declared  that  it  was  slavery  to 
compel  a  man  to  conform  to  the  judgment 


of  the  Arbitration  Court    I  admit  that  t 
honorable  member  is  an  honest  oppooer 
but  his  criticism  of  the  Bill  reminds  r 
very  forcibly  of  those  persons  who  used 
argue  that  the  prosperity  of  England 
disappear  if   the   employment    of  ch 
labour  were  prevented  by   the  Factor 
Act    I  am  sure  that  if  he  had  read 
words  used  in  this  connexion  by  one 
the  greatest  of  Englidi  n(^les — 1  refer 
Lord  Shaftesbury — he  mwld  never 
them.    In  volume  L,  page  4x8,  of 
Life  by   Edwin   Hodder,    his  Lord* 
says : — 

We  were  told  that  without  the  employmfn> 
child  labour  the  pits  could  not  possibly  he  kai 
with  a  profit,  for  after  a  certain  age  the  vent 
of  the  back  do  not  conform  to  the  required  [ 
tion. 

The  backbone  of  the  child — if  it  were 
old — could  ncrt  bend  to  the  proper  p 
tion.  Consequently,  children  of  five  y< 
of  age  were  preferred,  and  they  died  ' 
flies  in  a'  summer  swamp.  The  honon 
member  for  Dalley,  in  his  straigbtfomr 
way,  has  declared  that  he  is  not  a  mess. 
of  the  Labour  Party,  and  that  he  aU 
has  to  fight  its  candidates.  I  trust  1 
they  will  always  fight  him  fairly.  He  s 
that  he  wishes  to  secure  a  workable  me?» 
But  is  he  not  aware  that  this  partia 
clause  has  never  been  properly  oonsidert 
How  does  he  propose  to  secure  its  ame 
ment.  Would  it  not  be  better  for  the  1 
to  be  reconsidered  in  Committee,  and  af' 
wards  transmitted  to  the  other  Chaml 
so  that  its  members  might  have  an  opp 
tunity  of  expressing  their  opinion  upon 
The  Senate  is  a  more  democratic  Cham 
than  is  this  House.  Why  should  we  p 
vent  its  members  from  voicing  their  opin 
upon  one  of  the  most  important  questfl 
which  could  possibly  occupy  their  attenti^: 
What  is  more  important  than  the  avoidii 
of  strikes?  I  hold  that  nobody  can 
vocate  that  method  of  settling  industi 
disputes  without  doing  violence  to  his 
telHgence.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  1 
if  the  electors  were  consulted  as  to  whet 
they  would  prefer  this  Bill  in  the  form 
which  the  Government  desire  that  it  sh 
be  passed,  or  in  the  form  which  its  \ 
ponents  advocate,  they  would  unhesitatir| 
declare  in  favour  of  the  Ministry.  T! 
wish  to  obtain  a  workable  Bill.  Sinn 
was  returned  to  this  House,  upon  ^ 
March  last — some  four  months  ago — I 
not  occupied  ten  minutes  in  discussing 
proposals  contained  in  this  measure- 
it  is  now  to  be  thrown-aside,  the  fsult  d 
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the  Ministry,  or  with  their 
:  chiefly  rests  with  the  honor- 
ed member  for  Ballarat.  One 
'here  he  is  going,  because  he 
>re  backbone  than  does  a  jelly 

[. — That  is  a  most  improper 
lir  remark  to  make.  He  is 
ban  is  the  honorable  member. 
NEY.— I  do  not  think  that 
;now  that  in  every  way  I  am 
than  is  the  honorable  and 
er  who  interjects.   With  the 

which  the  honorable  and 
er  for  Ballarat  had  behind 

have  passed  an  Arbitration 
1  years  ago.  The  mightiest 
)ria  was  at  his  beck  and  call 
irs,  and  had  he  desired  he 
en  Premier  of  Victoria  years 

. — He  might  have  had  the 
:ar. 

■NEY.— He  might,  at  all 
:en  a  kind  of  dictator.  There 
'er  as  that  to  which  I  am  re- 
w  South  Wales,  and  during 

I  the  honorable  and  learned 
s  full  support.  I  wish  that 
kbone  of  the  grey-haired  man 
ing  exercised  that  power ;  if 
racy  would  be  the  better  for 
:  months  which  we  have  de- 
nsideration  of  this  Bill  are  to 
wasted.  I  could  have  wished 
Government  had  been  able 

II  into  law.  One  honorable 
lid  that  all  should  be  equal 

:  the  law.      (t  was  because 

that  we  endeavoured  to  ex- 
iions  of  the  Bill  to  the  public 
le  States  and  of  the  Com- 
Wou'.d  it  not  have  been  bet- 
jlfare  of  the  Commonwealth 
become  law  long  ago?  Do 
at  many  cigar-makers  are  to- 
the  streets  of  Melbourne  in 
loyment,  and  that  their  posi- 

the  absence  of  such  a  law 
id  I  not  meet  last  week  a 
ho  had  found  it  necessary  to 
le  for  Sydnev  to  earn  a  liveli- 

of  the  action  taken  by  a 
L  monopoly  in  this  State? 
;  is  employing  girls  in  South 
manufacture  cigars  at  such 

many  men  in  this  city  have 
Dut  of  employment.  That 
e  been  possible  had  this  Bill 
nto  law.      Men   are  being 


deprived  of  an  opportunity  to  earn  a  liveli- 
hood as  cigar  manufacturers  simply  because 
of  the  action  of  this  syndicate,  which  would 
rob  any  one  in  the  tobacco  trade.  If  a 
Royal  Commission  were  appointed  to  deal 
with  the  industry  the  disclosures  which 
would  follow  would  be  almost  as  bad  as  the 
iniquitous  and  infamous  proceedings  which 
have  been  brought  to  light  by  the  Butter 
Commission.  What  will  be  the  result  of 
the  consideration  which  we  have  given  to 
this  Bill  during  the  last  four  months?  I 
suppose  that  if  the  Government  be  defeated, 
and  a  dissolution  does  not  follow,  the  in- 
coming Ministry  will  require  an  adjourn- 
ment of  something  like  three  weeks,  and 
that  we  shall  then  be  called  upon  to  go  over 
the  whole  fight  again.  If  we  succeed  in 
carrying  the  Bill  into  law  by  December  next 
we  shall  be  fortunate. 

Mr.  Groom. — We  shall  not  see  the  Bill 
again. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— I  am  sure  that  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  hopes  with 
me  that  that  will  not  be  the  case.  It  is  only 
by  such  a  Bill  as  this  that  we  may  avoid 
strikes. 

Mr.  McDonald. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber need  not  expect  to  see  such  a  Bill  sup- 
ported by  the  incoming  Government. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— I  hope  that  if,  as  the 
result  of  the  attitude  which  we  have  taken 
up  in  regard  to  clause  48,  the  Bill  be  lost, 
our  masters  —  the  public  —  will  take  ac- 
tion. If  ii  referendum  were  taken  the  whole 
question  would  be  very  speedily  settled. 
The  people  of  Australia  would  demand  fhe 
passing  of  this  Bill,  and  we  should  have 
to  carry  out  their  behest  If  there  is  to 
be  a  dissolution,  I  shall  gladly  welcome  it. 
I  shall  go  into  the  fight  with  a  light  and 
happy  heart ;  but  I  do  hope  that,  if  we  are 
returned,  we  shall  come  back  pledged 
not  to  grant  a  preference  to  unionists  sub- 
ject to  all  sorts  of  restriction,  but  to  give 
the  unions  some  tangible  security.  We 
have  no  desire  to  lean  to  either  side.  Those 
who  ask  for  preference  to  unionists  are 
willing  that  the  Bill  shall  be  so  framed  as 
to  provide  that,  when  unions  are  in  the 
wront^,  they  shall  be  liable  to  punishment. 
We  are  quite  willing  that,  when  a  union  is 
at  fault,  it  shall  be  liable  to  be  fined,  just 
as  an  employer,  who  is  in  the  wrong,  should 
be  liable  to  punishment.  I  have  to-day  ex- 
perienced the  bitterness  of  seeing  in  our 
gallery  some  of  the  men  who  organized  the 
system  now  in  operation  in  Adelaide, 
which  has  had  the  effect  of  robbing 
many  men  of  their  means  of  employment. 
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This  state  of  affairs  would  not  be 
possible  if  a  Commonwealth  Concilia- 
tion and  Arbitration  Act  were  in  operation. 
There  is  no  cigar-maker  in  Australia  who 
does  not  deplore  the  absence  of  such  a 
measure,  and  I  believe  I  may  say  the  same 
of  thcne  engaged  in  every  industry.  I 
cheerfully  face  the  vote  which  is  to  be 
taken  on  this  question,  and  I  am  sure  that 
the  Government  do  not  fear  it.  If  a  dis- 
solution be  granted  as  the  result  of  the 
defeat  of  the  Ministry,  I  am  sure  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Moira  will  cheerfully 
face  the  consequence,  and  that  even  if  his 
constituents  wish  him  to  object  to  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Bill  in  the  form  which  we 
desire,  they  will  admit  that  we  should  at 
least  have  had  an  opportunity  to  fairly  dis- 
cuss it. 

Mr.  ISAACS  (Indi).— I  wish  to  state 
in  a  very  few  words  why  I  propose  to  vote 
against  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Corinella's  amendment.  There  are  two 
considerations  which  appeal  to  me  in  con- 
nexion with  this  question.  The  first  re- 
lates to  the  merits  of  the  amendment  which 
has  been  inserted  in  clause  48,  and  has  given 
rise  to  this  discussion,  while  the  second 
deals  with  the  merits  of  the  amendment  now 
before  the  Chair.  With  regard  to  the  de- 
sirableness of  preserving  the  amendment 
carried  on  the  motion  of  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  COrinella,  as  contrasted 
with  the  Government  proposal,  I  think  that 
there  are  various  points  which  some  of  my 
honorable  friends,  who  base  their  opposition 
to  the  recommittal  of  the  clause  upon 
their  regard  for  non-unionists,  would 
do  well  to  consider.  There  cannot 
be  the  slightest  doubt  that  whether 
we  consider  the  interests  of  unionists 
or  non-unionists,  a  fair  oxnparison  of 
the  two  amendments  must  tell  heavily  in 
favour  of  the  Government  proposal.  Both 
proposals  would  permit  preference  to  be 
granted.  It  cannot  be  too  distinctly  em- 
phasized at  this  stage — Shaving  regard  more 
particularly  to  the  possibilities  of  the 
situation  in  the  near  future — that  both  pro- 
posals assume  preference  to  be  given  to 
unionists  under  certain  conditions.  There 
should  be  no  misunderstanding  in  regard  to 
that  point.  It  is  a  question  not  of  refus- 
ing preference,  or  of  voting  that  there  shall 
be  no  preference,  but  of  admitting  prefer- 
ence, and  of  saying  what  are  the  fair  terms 
under  which  it  shall  be  allowed.  From 
the  stand-point  of  the  unionists  the  Govern- 
ment proposal  is  infinitely  superior^  because 


it  is  workable,  while  the  clause  as  it 
stands  is  open  to  the  animadversions  1 
we  have  heard  to-night  from  the  Atto 
General — animadversions  which,  to 
mind,  are  nearly  all,  if  not  all,  thoroi 
well  founded.  The  clause  as  it  stan 
a  provision  that  may  be  evaded,  and  i 
evaded,  may  render  the  whole  pn^ 
to  preference  either  illusory  or  bar^. 
far  as  non-unionists  are  concerned 
proposal  of  the  oovemment 
much  fairer  and  much  more  lil 
The  clause,  as  amended,  on  the  moti"; 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
nella,  prohibits  the  granting  of  prefe 
where  it  is  not  proven  to  the  satisfa 
of  the  Court  that  organizations  makin; 
plication  represent  a  majority  in  nu 
of  the  workers  of  the  industry.  It 
nothing  about  competency.  A  mere  or 
ity  of  one,  without  any  other  cond 
would  enable  the  Court  to  give  any  pi 
ence  that  it  pleased.  On  the  other  1 
the  Government  proposal,  while  being 
more  workable  in  the  interests  of  unio 
would  conserve  the  interests  of  noo-u 
ists.  It  provides  that  the  Court  shal 
merely  have  regard  to  the  bare  majori 
number;  but  that  it  shall  see  whetbe 
unionists  making  application  substaa 
represent  the  industry,  both  in  number 
in  competency. 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — How  would  tbe  i 
decide  the  Question  of  competencv? 

Mr.  ISAACS.— The  Court  would  % 
required  to  decide  what  is  competency 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — ^Then  the  Goven 
proposal  is  onlv  a  make  shift  ? 

Mr.  ISAACS.— The  Court  will  i| 
renuired  to  rfeiide  the  competencv  of  j 
ers,  but  to  determine  whether  the  uo^' 
substantially  represent  the  industry'  in. 
of  competency. 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — What  is  the  meari 

"substantially?"  ' 

Mr.  ISAACS. — Something  more  \U 
honorable  member's  interjection. 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — It  is  too  substan'i 
the   honorable    and   learned*  oMmli 

answer. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — If  we  OMnpare  the : 
of  the  two  proposals — I  was  goinc  I 
before  the  House — one  of  which  is  a 
embodied  in  the  clause,  while  the 
cannot  be  brought  before  us,  altbot 
is  within  our  oognisance,  I  have  no 
tation  in  saying  it  must  be  rec>< 
that  the  Govermnent  proposiUon 
fairer  to  the  BilL^  fairer  .  to  m.i 
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rer  to  non-unionists.  If, 
honorable  friends  on 
the  House,  who  pro- 
,inst  the  Government  on  this 
iceiely  actuated  by  a  desire 
interests  of  non-unionists, 
t  tfieir  votes  with  the  other 
ir  phase  of  the  question  is, 
al  meaning  of  the  amend- 
;ly  before  the  House.  I 
rse  what  has  been  said  as  to 
f  nature.  I  cannot  conceive 
Lble  member,  desiring  fairly 
;stion  as  a  matter  to  be  de- 
)e  determined,  could  refuse 
tvemment  an  opportunity  to 
:lause  in  Conmiittee.  The 
of  Parliamentary  procedure 
I  such  a  question  in  Corn- 
is  to  happen  if  that  course 
1? 

—In  this  case  a  full  House 
ssion  to  its  opinion.  Every 
ited  for. 

:S. — The  honorable  and 
has,  perhaps,  forgotten  that 
the  knowledge  of  the  House, 
been  repeated  to-night — that 
ich  led  to  the  amendment  of 
the  motion  of  the  honorable 
nber  for  Corinella,  was  taken 
i  of  the  week.  It  was  taken 
The  proposal  of  that  honor- 
id  member  was  that  the  vote 
ace  without  debate.  The 
expressed  the  view  that  he 
ifficiently  met  the  wishes  of 
he  consented  courteously,  to 
nience  of  the  honorable  and 
r  and  others,  who  desired  to 
wed  the  division  to  be  taken 
Whatever  the  decision  may 
IS  unfortunate  that  so  impor- 
a  matter — for  it  was  a  vital 
:  we  may  regard  the  merits  of 
;houId  have  been  determined 
and  ordinary  consideration. 
Willis. — Is  not  the  House 

i. — If  the  honorable  member 
isfied  of  the  strength  of  his 
does  he  not  allow  the  Go- 
ke  tlie  BiU  into  Committee, 
;  clause  there?  Of  what  is 
he  is  satisfied  of  the  strenclh 
,  why  does  he  not  welcome  the 
take  the  Bill  into  Committee 
latter  disi;usRed  ?  T  never  yet 
stance  in  which  a  man  who 


was  convinced  of  the  strength  of  his  argu- 
ment feared  to  put  it  to  the  test.  I  have 
had  some  years  of  experience  in  parliament- 
ary govemmejit,  and  I  have  never  yet  known 
an  honorable  member  who  was  convinced 
that  his  position  was  right,  and  who  yet 
refused  to  his  opponents  the  opportunity 
to  test  it. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilos. — We  are  testing  the 
matter  now.    Let  us  get  to  the  vote. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  Government  cannot  turn 
any  more  votes,  so  what  is  the  use  of  wast- 
ing time? 

Mr.  Watson. — The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber is  afraid  of  light  being  thrown  on  this 
subject. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — He  must  not  be  in  too 
great  -1  hurry  to  wear  his  crown. 

Mr.  Watson. — He  is  very  anxious;  he 
has  been  out  of  oflBce  for  a  long  time. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— We  should  have  regard, 
not  to  the  desire  of  any  honorable  member 
to  sit  upon  the  Treasury  benches,  but  to  the 
interests  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  our 
fellow  countrymen ;  and  any  course  which 
burkes  deliberation,  which  blocks  improve- 
ment, and  which  amounts  to  the  applica- 
tion of  the  closure,  is  not  one  which  should 
commend  itself  to  those  who  support  and 
admire  representative  institutions.  There 
is  only  one  course  marked  out  by  our  pai- 
liamentary  procedure  as  a  proper  one  to  te 
followed  in  the  present  instance.  If  the 
only  desire  of  honorable  members  is  to  fling 
an  insult  at  the  Government,  and  to  oust 
it  from  office,  whether  it  be  fn  the  right 
or  in  the  wrong,  the  course  now  being 
t:iken  may  be  the  right  one.  But  it  is  the 
invariable  practice  of  Parliaments  to  allow 
a  Government  to  take  its  proposals  into 
Ccmimittee,  and  to  deal  with  them  there 
upon  their  merits.  In  Committee  objec- 
tions can  be  answered,  suggestions  may 
be  made,  and  there  are  no  limitations 
beyond  those  imposed  by  his  own 
reasonable  discretion  upon  the  number 
of  times  which  a  member  can  rise  to  dis- 
cuss the  matter.  No  one  would  grudge 
any  honorable  member  the  opportunity  to 
speak  more  than  once  in  Committee  on  a 
question  of  this  magnitude.  Yet,  we  are 
now  discussing  it  in  the  House,  where  hon- 
orable members  can  speak  only  once.  An 
honorable  member  who  has  spoken  may  hear 
arguments  adduced  in  opposition  to  the 
views  which  he  has  put  forward,  but  he 
has  not  an  opportunity  to  reply.  Bej'ond 
all  other  considerations,  the  course  which 
is  now  being  taken  abridges  the  ordinary 
rights  of  debate  in  regard  to  the  question. 
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Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Will  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  give  an  interpre- 
tation of  the  words  "  substantial  majority"  ? 

Mr.  ISAACS.— I  should  say  that  they 
mean  a  greater  majority  than  will  vote 
against  tlie  Government  upon  this  ques- 
tion. I  do  not  wish  to  occupy  more 
time  than  is  necessary  for  the  expres- 
sion of  my  views.  The  strongest  rea- 
son I  have  for  voting  as  I  intend 
to  vote,  is  that  I  think  it  is  only  just 
that  the  Government  should  have  a  f ul  i 
and  fair  opportunity  to  place  their  proposals 
before  honorable  members.  I  do  not  think 
that  they  will  have  the  opportunity  which 
they  should  have,  and  which  the  country 
desires  that  they  should  have— which  per- 
haps, in  the  interests  of  fair  play,  the  coun- 
try will  see  that  they  have  in  the  future — 
if  they  are  blocked  from  taking  this  ques- 
tion into  Committee.  I  know  that  it  will 
be  said  of  some  honorable  members  that 
they  were  so  satisfied  with  the  correctness 
of  their  views  upon  this  question,  that  they 
felt  that  there  was  no  need  for  debate ; 
that  they  were  so  imbued  with  the  feeling 
that  non-unionists  are  the  persons  to  be 
protected,  that  they  were  prepared  to  go 
to  any  lengths,  and  beyond  the  fair  limits 
of  parliamentary  warfare,  to  protect  them. 

Mr.  Lonsdale.  —No.    Fair  play  to  all. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— Fair  play  to  all' !  Then 
why  not  give  the  Government  fair  play  ? 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — We  have  discussed  this 
matter  over  ^nd  over  again,  and  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  knows  it. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — I  do  not  think  that  the 
Government  have  had  fair  plav  since  they 
have  come  into  oflBce. 

Mr.  Batchelob. — That  is  perfectly 
true. 

Mr.  McCoLL. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member's  statement  is  a  mere 
assertion,  and  requires  proof. 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — They  have  had  fairer 
play  than  they  gave  to  the  last  Adminis- 
tration. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— I  think  it  is  com- 
mon history  that  before  the  Govern- 
ment had  done  one  single  public  act,  efforts 
were  made  to  dislodge  them.  I  regard  the 
amendment  as  the  culmination  of  such 
efforts,  and  therefore  I  feel  bound  to  give 
them  fair  play  in  this  case,  and  to  let  them 
deal  with  the  question  on  its  merits. 

Mr.  CoNROv. — The  Government  have 
been  perpetually  saying  that  we  will  not 
challenge  them. 


Mr.  Watson. — The  Opporitio 
game  to  meet  us  openly  even  nom 
are  creeping  in. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  t 
which  the  last  Administration  go 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Na 

Mr.  ISAACS.— I  intend  to  wo 
the  amendment.  I  feel  as  stronj 
honorable  member  can  that  there 
no  coercion  against  any  worker. 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — No  coercion 
unionists. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — No  coercion 
unionists. 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — That  is  whai 
orable  and  learned  member  is 
get. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— The  honorabl 
forgets  that  the  power  which  we 
place  in  the  Bill  is  a  power  « 
been  confided  to  the  Judges  in  tJ 
States.  No  one  has  yet  been 
bring  against  ttiem  the  charge  that 
done  anything  socialistic,  or  to 
ment  of  non-unionists.  Surely,  i 
afraid  to  confide  to  a  Justice  of 
Court  of  Australia  the  power  tha: 
confided  to  the  Judges  in  the  Sta 
anybody  believe  that  that  high 
clothed  with  all  the  power  and  f< 
command,  who  will  be  under  ih 
tion  of  no  party,  who  will  have  1 
anv  party,  nor  hope  of  benefit 
one,  will  do  anything  socialists 
we  frame  an  Arbitration  Bill — 
we  do  not  say  that  preferei 
be  given,  but  merely  that  the  Ji 
have  power  to  give  preference  v 
strict  conditions,  to  prevent  an  i 
the  Act,  and  so  that  it  may  not  I 
dead-letter — who  is  there  in  the  < 
who  can  say  that  we  are  doing  x 
coerce  non-unionists?  We  are  doii 
of  the  kind.  But  by  whom  dc 
that  said  ? 

Mr.  David  Thomson. — By 
nents  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — Let  me  remind 
that,  in  the  interests  of  the  emp! 
have  framed  clauses  in  this  B 
drive  men  into  unions,  in  order 
may  bring  industrial  disputes  t 
Court.  All  workers  must  join 
thev  wish  to  bring  their  disputes  I 
tribunal.  No  dispute  can  be  bi 
fore  the  Court,  except  by  a  uni 
we  were  to  propose  to  disband  tl 
and  to  provide  that  any  numbe; 
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kers  should  be  able  to  bring 
es  before  the  Court,  would 
members  of  the  Opposition  be 
revision?  Of  course,  they 
ly  would  say  that  unionists 
ave  the  opportunity  to  submit 
i  Court.  When  the  Court  is 
^  grant  preferences  under  cer- 
nces  which  commend  them- 
ood  sense — and  the  proposal 
rnment  is  that  the  appli- 
lie  preference  shall  sub- 
resent  not  only  in  num- 
1  competency,  the  whole 
:  have  my  honorable  friends 
ire  is  the  coercion  of  non- 
?  If  I  were  to  speak  for  a 
not  more  fully  express  my 
lave  done.  Although  I  feel 
not  be  superior  in  nu^ers 
ion  is  taken,  I  trust  that  we 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
the  right  course,  and  have 
to  the  country  and  to  the 

M    (Darling  Downs). — Mr. 

■Bridge-builder  number  two  ! 
[. — Bill-wrecker  number  one  ! 
lere  a  desire  to  prevent  the 
ig  into  Committee  for  the 
lis  clause,  but  there  has  been 
;ntion  on  the  part  of  some 
ibers  from  the  discussion  of 
if  the  proposal  of  the 
and  when  an  honorable 
:s  to  discuss  it  a  taunt 
him  the  moment  he  rises 
s  is  done  by  the  members  of 

claim  to  give  fair  play  to 
at  in  this  matter  the  Govern- 
receiving  fair  play  from  the 
d  particularly  from  those 
lesirous  of  having  the  prin- 
ilsory  arbitration  placed  on 
)k  of  the  Commonwealth, 
lister  has  treated  the  House 

with  a  degree  of  fairness 
r  been  surpassed  in  this  Par- 
position  he  has  taken  up  in 
Bill  is  that  there  are  certain 
:  which  are  vital,  and  other 
ih  may  be  modified.  One 
©visions  is  that  which  gives 
nionists.  But  the  honorable 
allowed  modifications  which 
hinted  at  during  the  second- 
The  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
ed  himself  as  a  firm  believer 


in  compulsory  arbitration.  He  is  not  going 
to  his  constituency  as  an  opponent  of  that 
principle.  He  does  not  believe  in  voluntary 
submission  to  a  self -constituted  board.  He 
stands  before  the  public  of  Australia  as  a 
believer  in  the  principle  of  compulsory  arbi- 
tration. He  is  also  pledged  to  a  coalition 
with  the  party  led  by  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat,  who  is  also 
a  supporter  of  compulsory  arbitration. 
Therefore,  should  we  go  to  the  country, 
there  will  be  no  misunderstanding  as  to  the 
issue.  It  will  be  not  whether  there  shall  or 
shall  not  be  compulsory  arbitration,  but 
whether  there  shall  or  shall  not  be  fair 
discussion.  That  is  the  sole  issue  now. 
It  is  not  a  question  of  preference 
or  no  preference  to  unionists.  The 
House  has  affirmed  the  principle  of 
preference  to  unionists,  and  the  question  is 
now  whether  a  small  modification  shall  be 
made,  and  whether  we  shall  have  in  the 
Bill  a  proviso  which  is  workable  or  a  pro- 
viso which  is  not'  workable.  What  position 
has  the  Prime  Minister  taken  up  in 
respect  to  the  clause  ?  The  Bill  was 
first  introduced  by  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Ballarat,  as 
Attorney-General  in  the  Barton  Govern- 
ment, and  on  each  occasion  on  which  the 
Bill  has  been  before  the  House  it  has  em- 
bodied the  principle  of  preference  to  union 
ists,  unmodified,  and  in  exactly  the  same 
terms  that  are  adopted  in  the  New  South 
Wales.  Western  Australian,  and  New  Zea- 
land Acts. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — There  is  no  provi- 
sion for  preference  in  the  Western  Aus- 
tralian Act. 

Mr.  GROOM.— Perhaps  the  terms  are 
not  the  same,  but  the  effect  is  the  same. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  Court  has  re- 
fused to  grant  preference. 

Mr.  GROOM.— Yes;  the  Court,  in  the 
exercise  of  its  discretion,  has  refused  to 
gram  preftrence,  but  it  has  the  power  to 
give  it  all  the  same.  The  right  honorable 
member  has  all  along  supported  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill,  and  I  respect  him  for  it. 
He  has  always  been  a  liberal  man,  and  he 
is  not  in  his  right  place  among  the  Conser- 
vatives. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  never  intended  to 
give  preference  to  unionists. 

Mr.  GROOM. — I  am  sorry  to  hear  it. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  clause,  as  in- 
troduced by  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat,  contained  pro- 
vision for  preference  without  any  modi- 
fication   whatever,     and,     further,  the 
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honorable  and  learned  member  recom- 
mended the  Bill  to  the  House  on  two 
occasions.  It  is  also  wdl  known  that  the 
right  honorable  number  for  East  Sydney 
supported  the  Bill,  and  never  asked  for  any 
modification  of  the  preference  clause.  The 
measure  was  not  attacked  by  any  responsible 
member  of  the  Opposition  on  the  ground  that 
it  contained  provision  for  preference  to 
unionists ;  but  when  the  Bill  was  considered 
in  detul,  after  the  defeat  of  the  Deakin 
Ministry,  hcxiorable  members  attacked  the 
principle.  A  great  many  of  those  who  op- 
posed it  desired  simply  to  knock  out  the 
Bill,  whilst  others,  like  the  hcmorable  and 
learned  memb^  for  Ballaiat,  who  through- 
out has  been  a  conscientious  and  consistent 
believer  in  the  Bill,  honestly  desired  some 
modiftcatioD.  I  do  not  for  one  moment 
question  the  motives  of  my  honorable 
friend>  because  I  know  he  is  still  a  firm 
believer  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^He  ii  not  a  believer  in 
his  own  Bill. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  am  not  a  believer  in  the 
Bill  of  the  present  Ministry. 

Mr.  Watson. — Nor  in  the  Bill  as  first 
introduced,  either. 

Mr.  GROOM.— When  the  Bill  was  dis- 
cussed in  Committee,  the  Prime  Minister 
showed  that  he  was  prepared  to  accept 
certain  amendments.  He  agreed  to  a  pro- 
viso that  before  any  preference  was  granted 
notice  must  be  given  to  all  those  engaged 
in  the  industry  affected,  so  that  any  per- 
sons interesied  might  appear  before  the 
Arbitration  Court,  and  raise  objections. 
That  was  absolutely  a  new  provision  that 
was  not  to  be  found  in  any  existing  Statute, 
and  yet  the  Prime  Minister  was  prepared 
to  acc3pt  it.  Again,  it  was  urged  that  men 
might  be  forced  to  join  miions  with  ob- 
jects repugnant  to  them,  and  the  Prime 
Minister  expressed  himself  as  willing  to  ac- 
cept an  amendment  moved  by  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Bendigo.  to  enable 
the  Court  to  suspend  its  award  in  cases 
where  it  had  directed  that  preference 
should  be  given,  and  review  the  rules  of 
the  unions  concerned.  At  the  instance  of 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bal- 
larat,  a  provision  was  made  that  if  any 
rules  of  an  organization  jwoved  to  be  op- 
pressive or  obnoxious,  the  person  aggrie^-ed 
could  make  application  to  have  them  cancel- 
led. That  was  the  third  modification  accep- 
ted by  the  Prime  Minister.  It  was  urged  by 
honorable  members  .(hat  some  of  the  unions 
were  political  (vganisttions,  and  that  men 
night  be  compelled  to  join  those  bodies 


against  their  inciinations.  Agssn,  the  Prxa 
Minister  was  {»epaied  to  meet  the  objei 
tion  in  a  fair  and  reasonable  way.  He  ai 
(^ited  an  amendment  to  the  effect  that,  b 
fore  preference  could  be  granted,  the  Cou 
must  be  satisfied  tbat  the  rules  of  the  appl 
cant  union  were  of  a  Dcm-politaal  tdiaiaae 
I  contend  that  be  has  treated  tbe  Committi 
with  the  Qtmost  fairness.  Even  at  this  ra 
ment,  he  says,  "  I  ara  willii^  to  go  a  st 
further  stage,  and  to  provide  tbat  befij 
any  preference  can  be  given,  the  Court  sb; 
be  satisfied  that  the  organizaBon  apply! 
for  it  sid)stantially  represents  the  majco: 
of  the  persona  affected,  both  as  to  mmib 
and  competency."  Let  us  compare  i 
state  of  the  dause  as  introduced  by  i 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Ballai 
and  the  provision  as  it  now  stands  with 
modifications  agreed  to  by  the  Prime  Mil 
ter.  It  contains  no  less  than  nx  conditio 
and  all  that  the  Prime  Minister  asks  is  t' 
at  least  the  House  shall  do  him  the  court 
of  considering  the  justice  of  his  proposal 
Mr.  Kelly. — What  is  the  proposal  ? 
Mr.  GROOM.— The  honorable  men 
j  must  know  it 

Mr.  Kelly. — ^Yes;  but  what  does  **J 
stantially  represents  "  mean? 

Mr.  Isaacs. — That  is  a  matter  to 
considered  in  Coounittee. 

Mr.  GROOM.— If  it  is  only  a  a 
question  as  to  the  particular  words  to 
employed,  let  us  ccmsider  the  daose  in  C 
mittee,  and  adopt  the  right  phraseology-, 
am  sure  that  the  Prime  Minister  will 
take  up  too  rigid  an  attitude  with  regan 
that.  If  other  words  would  have  the  s: 
effect  as  those  which  he  proposes^  thev  cc 
be  substituted.  I  think  that  the"  Pr 
Minister  has  treated  the  Cmnmittee  t 
every  courteav  and  respect,  and  that  h- 
perfectly  justified  in  asking  that  honor: 
members  shall  have  an  opportunity  to  ( 
sider  a  proviso  whidi  was  inserted  as  i 
result  of  a  snatch  vote,  and  withoot  } 
per  consideratiort 

Mr.  McCay. — ^That  is  not  correct. 
Mr.  GROO^f. — ^The  amendment  xm, 
by  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
Corinella  is  nothing  more  nor  less  thj 
subterfuge.    It  is  a  want   of  ccmfiii 
motion  in  disguise,  and  is  being  suppi 
by  honorable  members   who  are  not 
pared  to  attack  the  Goverranent  upon 
weakness  of  their  administration, 
not  appearing  here  as  a  defender  o 
Government,  but  I  claim  that  every  h 
able  meodxr  should  receive  i^ir  play, 
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a  fur  opportiimty  to  consider 
The  Opposition  have  taken 
:OD  that  those  honorable  mem- 
ve  Bot  already  expressed  their 
II  not  have  an  opportunity  to 
bmmittee,  and   shall   not  be 
consider  the  rival  proposals, 
:  any  other  amendments.  They 
y  applying  the  closure.  They 
jority,  and  they  are  going  to 
r  power  for  the  purpose  of 
:  Bill.    There  is  a  desire  on 
honorable   members,  whose 
igonistic  to  the  feelings  of  the 
y  of  the  electors,  to  take  pos- 
e  Treasury  benches ;  and,  un- 
Linder  the  cover  of  the  present 
are  carrying  with  them  men 
sympathize  either  with  their 
with  their  methods.    I  feel 
an  occasion  upon  which  "we 
in  expressing  our  opinions, 
are  entitled  to  know  the  true 
ch    are   actuating  honorable 
oting  against  the  Government, 
r  to  attack  the  Government 
f  a  motion  of  this  description, 
i  of  the  rival  proposals  were 
would  be  found  that  the  pro- 
Bill  would  not  compare  with 
!nt  suggested  "by  the  Prime 
ven  if  the  clause  were  passed 
form,  there  would  not  be  any 
for  throwing  the  Bill  on  one 
it  would  simply  make  pro- 
le  prindple  which  has  been 
;  States  Acts,  under  which  the 
Lercising  a  reasonable  discre- 
do  not  give  mere  arbitrary 
n  each  case  require  that  evi- 
e  given  which  would  justify 
nting   a   preference.  They 
to    intelligible  principles. 
It    grant    a   preference  nn- 
lown   that   the  organization 
tantially  represents  those  en- 
idustry  afferted.     Judge  Ed- 
ing  judgipent   in   the  New 
:,  in  one  case  refused  prefer- 
round  that  the  union  did  not 
It  the  greater  number  of  per- 
d   in   the   trade.     I  have 
be   decisions   of   the  New 
Court,    and   I    find  that 
practically  acts  on  the  same 
he  Prime  Minister  says  that 
s  have  been  in  operation  for 
3  that  the  Judges  have  acted 
efinite  prinriples  which  he  is 


prepared  to  embody  in  the  Bill  in  lria£^  and 
wiiite. 

Mt.  Watson. — We  already  have  a  prac- 
tice established. 

Mr.  GROOM.— Yes,  and  we  know  that 
Judges  will  be  pr^ared  to  follow  the  pre- 
cedents already  laid  down.  There  has 
been  a  great  deal  of  press  criticism  with  re- 
gard to  the  granting  of  preference,  and 
Judge  Cohen  has  directed  attention  to  it, 
and  has  stated  that  persons  who  were  af- 
fected by  the  awards  should  have  come  to 
the  Court  and  represented  their  case  be- 
fore the  award  was  given,  instead  of  com- 
plaining afterwards. 

Mr.  Watson.— He  has  also  stated  that 
if  there  is  any  complaint  it  should  now  be 
made  to  the  Court 

Mt.  groom.— Exactly.  The  Court 
can  _aJways  vary  its  award,  and  the  Prime 
Minister  has  anticipated  many  objections 
by  accepting  a  provision  under  which 
notice  must  be  given  to  the  persons  likely 
to  be  affected  by  an  award,  so  that  they 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  representing 
their  case  before  preference  is  granted. 
Therefore,  every  safeguard  is  being  pro- 
vided. We  should  make  it  perfectly 
clear  that  in  this  Bill  the  granting  of 
preference  is  to  be  purely  discretionary. 
Several  articles  have  appeared  in  the  news- 
papers, and  several  speeches  have  been 
made  at  banquets  and  elsewhere,  from  which 
it  would  appear  that  preference  to  union- 
ists is  to  be  made  compulsory.  That  is  an 
absolute  misrepresentation.  I  should  not 
like  to  see  preference  unduly  given  or 
granted  without  discrimination. 

Mr.  CoNROY.  —  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  said  that  he  would  vote 
for  absolute  preference.  Why  has  he  not 
the  courage  of  his  opinions  ? 

Mr.  McDonald. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Werriwa  has  not  the 
courage  of  his  opinions.  He  sits  like  a 
dumb  dog. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order  !  Interjec- 
tions are  disorderly,  but  conversations 
across  the  chamber  are  grossly  disorderly, 
and  I  must  ask  honorable  members  not  to 
further  offend  against  the  rules  of  the 
House. 

Mr.     McDonald. — I    apologize,  Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr.  GROOM. — I  was  pointing  out  that 
the  granting  of  preferences  was  to  be  purely 
optional,  and  that  the  Court  would  not  act 
until  a  full  investigation  had  been  made. 
The  discretion  to  grant  preferoices  is  le 
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be  given  to  a  Judge  who  is  to  be  selected 
on  account  of  his  integrity,  ability,  and 
learning,  and  also  because  of  the  confid- 
ence w hich  he  will  command  f rom  al  1 
classes  of  the  community.  Further  than 
that,  we  shall  know  that  he  cannot  be  re- 
moved from  his  high  office  unless  for  some 
proved  misconduct.  Therefore,  the  dis- 
cretion will  be  exercised  by  a  reliable  and 
responsible  person,  to  whom  we  may  fairly 
look  for  fair  and  impartial  decisions.  S<xne 
of  the  greatest  strikes  have  arisen  owing 
to  unionists  being  called  upon  to  work  with 
non-unionists,  and  some  honorable  mem- 
bers desire  to  take  away  from  the  Court 
the  means  of  disposing  of  one  of  the  most 
fruitful  sources  of  trouble.  It  is  desir- 
able that  we  should  proceed  to  a  division  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  also  that  the  attitude 
of  honcjioble  membo's  upon  a  prindple 
-which  has  been  approved  by  ttue  whole 
of  the  constituencies  of  the  Oun- 
monwealih  should  be  fully  understood. 
Our  coitetituencies  sent  us  here  to  pass  an 
Act  dealing  with  compulsory  arbitraticm. 
That  measure  has  been  before  us  upon  two 
occasions,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one 
amendment,  it  has  been  fully  discussed. 
But  at  this  stage  honorable  members  who 
desire  to  do  what  is  fair  and  just  are 
blocked  by  an  intrigue  to  displace  the  Mini- 
stry. I  shall  not  lend  myself  to  such  a 
proceeding,  and,  therefore,  I  shall  vote 
for  the  reccMnmittal  of  the  clause. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  McDonald)  proposed — 

That  the  debate  be  now  adjourned. 

Mi.  SYDNEY  SMITH  (Macquarie).— 
I  should  like  to  know  when  the  Government 
propose  to  conclude  this  discussion.  The 
Opposition  have  no  desire  to  avoid  fair  de- 
bate. On  the  contrary,  we  wish  to  do 
everything  to  facilitate  discussion. 

Mr.  Batchelob. — The  Opposition  have 
a  peculiar  method  of  showing  it. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— There  has 
been  no  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Opposi- 
tion to  prevent  full  discussion.  I  under- 
stand that  the  Prime  Minister  desires  to 
bring  the  debate  to  a  omclusion,  and, 
under  the  circumstances.  I  think  that  my 
question  is  a  fair  one. 

Mr.  MAUGER  (Melbourne  Ports).— I 
sincerely  hope  that  the  Prime  Minister  will 
not  consent  to  curtail  this  debate  in  any 
way.  A  number  of  honorable  members 
upon  this  side  of  the  House  are  desirous 
of  speaking,  and  the  question  involved  is 
*oo  important  to  be  rushed. 


Mr.  WATSON  (Bland— TreasuierV- 
The  Government  have  no  desire  to  prola 
the  debate  imduly.  It  is  a  fact  that 
evening  the  right  honorable  member  f 
East  Sydney  made  a  most  insulting  insin 
ation  in  this  connexion,  and  cme  which 
resrat.  At  the  same  time,  the  Govei 
ment  would  not  be  justified  upcm  an  f 
casion  of  this  xtxt  in  attempting  to  etc 
the  mouths  of  htviorable  members  sitti 
behind  them. 

Mr.  CoNSOY. — It  is  just  a  little  too  eai 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  do  not  think  so.  1 
have  to  reassemble  at  half-past  ten  o'cl< 
to-morrow  morning,  and  I  do  not  supp 
that  all  honorable  members  possess  the  pi 
sique  of  the  hcmorable  and  learned  memt 

Mr.  POYNTON. — It  is  quite  refreshing 
see  all  the  members  of  the  Opposition  ( 
salt. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  admit  that  that 
rather  imusual ;  but  I  suppose  they  tk 
that  the  end  justifies  the  means.  The 
vemment  feel  that  it  is  their  duty  to  fai 
t^e  the  delivery  of  any  remarks  which  t' 
supporters  may  desire  to  make.  The  ] 
sent  is  an  important  occasion,  and  I  do 
think  that  honorable  members  oppo^te 
take  the  slightest  exception  to  a  reason: 
statement  of  the  views  of  Ministerial  i 
porters  upcm  this  subject.  The  procet 
which  has  been  adopted  on  the  present  o 
sion  very  considerably  limits  the  scopi 
the  debate,  so  that  honorable  members  ( 
not  make  very  long  speeches.  For  that 
son  we  need  not  fear  that  the  discussion 
be  unduly  prolonged. 

Mr.  Kelly.— Will  the  Prime  MiJ 
promise  to  close  the  debate  to-morrow  fi 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  shall  not  attem 
close  it  before  all  those  hon(»-able  mei 
who  desire  to  speak  have  had  an  op{ 
nity  of  addressing  themselves  to  this  i 
tion.  I  have  asked  Government  suppt 
to  curtail  their  remarks  as  far  as 
possibly  can,  with  a  view  to  bringing 
debate  to  a  close  as  early  as  possibl 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth). — I  can 
the  Prime  Minister  that  I  have  no  del 
add  to  the  present  embarrassments  i 
Government  in  any  way.  I  merely 
to  draw  attentitm  to  die  fact  that  wh 
were  discussing  the  preference  clai 
C(Hnmittee  the  h<»iorabIe  and  learned 
ber  for  Corio  asked  for  an  adjourmn 
the  debate  some  time  after  ii  p.m. 
Prime  Minister  thereupon  replied — 

We  have  been  dealing  with  this  clause- 
past  three  days.   ThatiCwnot  b«i called  I 
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.  .  .  The  principle  underlying  the 
9  discussed  on  the  second  reading 
pon  other  occasions,  so  that  it  is 
'  much  to  ask  for  b  division  to. 
;r>  I  am  prepared  to  adjourn  upon 
ing  that  there  will  be  a  division 

lout  taking  into  consideration 
speakers,  the  Government  sup- 
occupied  280  minutes,  and 
lembers  only  78  minutes. 
NALD. — Why  will  not  the  Op- 
It  ? 

LY. — It  seems  to  me  that,  judg- 
speeches  of  Government  sup- 
quite  imnecessary  for  mem- 

pposition  to  say  anything  upon 
I  only  rose  to  point  out 

ne  Minister's  present  attitude 

ly  discounted  by  the  attitude 
Committee  on  this  sstme  clause 

numbers  lay  with  him,  and  not 

)  (East  Sydney).— I  regret 
bsent  from  the  chamber  when 
lent  of  the  debate  was  moved 
hat  there  can  be  no  possible 
such  a  motion.  Every  honor- 
has  a  perfect  right  to  an  ad- 
enable  him  -to  speak  on  this 
Fully  as  he  may  desire.  Of 
;djournment  will  be  till  to- 
ling? 

ON. — Certainly. 

). — In  the  heat  of  debate  we 
observations  that  would  be 
said,  but  I  wish  to  say  at  once 
lot,  for  a  moment,  seriously 
Jovemment  as  has  been  sup- 

ABLE  Member. — But  the  right 
mber  did. 

>. — And  I  regret  it.  I  sup- 
n  I  may  be  allowed  to  express 
;times  much  smaller  men  than 
not  humble  themselves  to  do 

DB. — Will  the  right  honorable 
what  he  meant? 
). — When  I  am  endeavouring 
my  honorable  friend  may  just 
lake  such  observations.  I  can 
,  either  way — I  can  give  him 
e  pleases.  It  is  a  perfectly 
roposal  to  adjourn  the  debate, 
It  offer  the  slightest  objection 
e.  That  is  all.  I  hope  that 
ive. 

lKER  

R. — I  understood  the  right  hon- 
sr  desired  to  make  an  explana- 


tion and  withdraw  certain  statements.  This 
afternoon  he  made  the  statement  that  the 
Government  were  endeavouring  to  remain  in 
office  a  day  or  two  longer,  thereby  in- 
sinuating that  Ministers  were  guilty  of 
cupidity.  Such  a  suggestion  is  beneath  the 
dignity  of  the  right  honorable  member. 

Mr.  REID. — Surely  there  may  be  some 
other  motive  for  such  a  desire  than  that  of 
cupidity. 

Several  honorable  members  interject- 
ing— 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order.  I  shall  have 
to  name  honorable  members  who  distinctly 
and  repeatedly  disobey  the  Chair. 

Motion  agreed  to;  debate  adjourned. 

POSTPONEMENT  OF  BUSINESS. 
Motion  (by  Mr.  Watson)  agreed  to — 

That  Orders  of  the  Day,  general  business,  be 
postponed  as  follows 

Order  of  the  Day  No.  r,  till  the  35th  August. 
Order  of  the  Day  No.  2,  till  the  8th  Septem- 
ber. 

House  adjourned  at  10.53  p.m. 


Friday,  12  August,  1904. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  10.30 
a.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

CONCILIATION  AND 
ARBITRATION  BILL. 

Debate  resumed  from  iith  August  (vide 
page  4197),  on  motion  by  Mr.  Watson — 

That  the  Bill  be  now  recommitted  to  a  Com. 
mittee  of  the  whole  House  for  the  reconsideration 
of  clauses  4,  37,  38,  39.  4^,  48,  52,  67,  68,  and  90 
and  schedule  B  and  the  consideration  of  proposed 
new  clauses  52A  and  gsA — 

Upon  which  Mr.  McCay  had  moved  by 
way  of  amendment — 

That  clause  48  be  omitted  from  the  clauses  pro- 
posed to  be  recommitted. 

Sir  LANGDON  BONYTHON  (Bar- 
ker).— There  is  no  reason  why  I  should 
detain  the  House  at  any  length  by  my 
contribution  to  this  debate;  but  I  feel 
that  it  is  desirable  that  I  should  avail  my- 
self of  the  opportunity  which  now  presents 
itself  for  explaining  my  position.  That 
position,  I  might  say,  I  stated  to  a  very 
prominent  member  of  the  Opposition  more 
than  a  week  ago.    I  told  him  that  I  could 
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not  vote  against  the  proposed  recoraxnittal 
of  dause  48.  I  was  paired,  as  facmorable 
members  Imow,  in  favour  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Corinella. 

Mr.  FisHEK. — How  did  the  hoiK»-able 
member  get  to  know  that  the  Opposition 
were  going  to  do  this? 

Mr,  Watson. — Yes.  That  is  a  very  in- 
teresting question. 

Sir  LAXGDON  BONYTHON.— At  any 
rate,  I  did  know  it.  I  am  now  prepared 
to  re-affirm  the  vote  which  I  gave  when 
clause  48  was  under  consideration  in  Com- 
mittee. I  cannot,  however,  vote  with  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  against  the 
recommittal  of  the  Bill  for  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  clause,  because  I  feel  that  to 
do  80  would  be  unfair.  I  admit  that  the 
action  which  has  been  taken  by  the  Oppo- 
sition is  good  party  tactics;  but  I  think 
that  the  Government  are  entitled  to  more 
consideration,  and,  personally,  I  shall  do 
what  I  can  to  ejrtend  that  consideration  to 
them.  There  was  nothing  dishonorable  in 
the  way  in  which  they  obtained  possession 
of  the  Treasury  benches.  Indeed,  their 
action  in  the  matter  was  distinctly  honor- 
able, and  since  they  have  occupied  those 
bendies  they  have,  I  think,  done  credit, 
not  only  to  the  party  of  which  all  except 
the  Attorney-General  are  members,  but  to 
the  Commonwealth  as  well.  Although  I 
am  prepared  to  vote  against  the  Govern- 
ment on  this  clause  in  Committee,  I  can- 
not give  a  vote  against  the  recommittal  of 
the  Bill  for  the  reconsideration  of  the 
clause,  because  I  feel  that  to  do  so  would 
be  to  act  contrary  to  mv  instincts  of  fair 
play. 

Mr.  McDonald  (Kennedy).— I  shall 
not  detain  the  House  very  long,  because  I 
understand  that  it  is  desired  to  finish  the 
debate  to-day ;  but  if,  as  one  of  the 
steerage  members  of  the  Chamber,  I  may 
be  permitted  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the 
question  at  issue,  without  being  accused  of 
speaking  merely  to  give  the  Government  an 
extra  day's  pay — an  imputation  which  has 
been  made  by  some  honorable  members  op- 
posite— I  desire  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Johnson. — That  was  not  stated. 

Mr.  Spence. — ^They  judge  us  by  their 
own  standard  of  action. 

Mr.  McDonald.— It  was  stated  by 
the  supposed  leader  of  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. — The  honorable 
member  knows  that  there  is  not  a  member 
'  yte  who  thinks  it. 


Mr.  McDonald.— The  right  bono 
able  member  for  East  Sydney  stated 
and  he  apologized  last  night  for  havi 
<daoe  so. 

Mr.  Keid. — Does  the  hc»ioraUe  meml 
expect  me  to  make  another  apolog}'  ?  Ti 
is  most  ungenerous. 

Mr.  MCDONALD.— All  I  said  was  li 
I  hope  that  I  s^all  not  have  the  hnputaii 
cast  against  me  if  I  make  a  few  remar! 
even  though  I  may  be  in  the  steerage. 

Mr.  Reid. — There  is  no  reproach  in  bei 
in  the  steerage. 

Mr.  McDonald.— No;  but  it  has  bi 
spoken  of  as  a  r^roach. 

Mr.  Reid. — It  does  not  a£fect  one's  mo 
character. 

Mr.  McDonald,— There  is  no  need 
review  the  whole  history  of  this  measu 
The  trend  of  industrial  development  in  A 
tralia,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  irarld. 
years  past  has  caused  industrial  organ: 
tions  to  recognise  that  a  bett^  method 
the  settling  of  disputes  than  the  barbar 
method  of  striking  is  to  refer  them  to  co. 
of  conciliation  and  arbitration ;  and  to 
able  this  to  be  dime,  the  Bill  which  we  h 
under  consideration  has  been  fraaied,  hav 
as  its  foundatkm  the  reoognition  of  inc 
trial  organizations.  It  will  be  only  org: 
zations  which  can  bring  disputes  before 
proposed  Arbitration  Court,  and  rpminf, 
the  particular  clatise  about  whki  so  m 
has  been  said,  it  will  be  only  to  organ 
tions  that  preference  can  be  given.  Whet 
the  Act  recognises  the  existing  unions, 
requires  the  formation  of  other,  and.  | 
haps,  bogus  organizations,  whatever  pre! 
ence  may  be  given  by  the  Court  must 
given  to  organizations.  It  is  useless  to  d 
that  the  proviso  whkh  has  been  so  ml 
discu^d  during  the  past  day  or  two  wsm 
serted  in  douse  48  only  to  kill  the  Biiu 
do  not  think  any  intelligent  man  who  km 
the  circumstances  would  deny  that.  A  li 
her  of  honorable  members,  indeed,  have^ 
openly  that  they  would  give  all  the  opJ 
tion  they  could  to  the  measure  in  ordd 
wreck  it.  | 

Mr.  McCoLL.  —  Not  many  honoJ 
members  have  said  that. 

Mr.  McDonald.— The  honorable  n 
hers  I  speak  of  are  sufliciently  numero-j 
enable  the  Opposition  to  carry  the  ami 
ment  now  before  the  House.  Withoul  i 
assistarrce  it  could  not  be  carried.  I  am 
however,  finding  fault  with  those  honon 
members,  nor  do  I  find  fault  with  the  n| 
hers  of  the  Opposition  who  an  now  t.il 
a  certain  course  in  ordergto  def^t  tlic  I 
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Jt  the  Gorennnent.  They  are 
heir  rights  under  the  Stand- 
d  I  hope  that  when  those  on 
I  opposition,  and  are  fighting 
sle  members  opposite,^  en:ep- 
e  taken  to  our  tactics. 
. — ^They  are  not  in  our  places 

ALD. — No ;  but  I  am  speak- 
:  when  they  will  be  here.  If 
t  the  omrse  which  they  are 
a  better  way  to  defeat  the 
an  to  carry  a  direct  vote  of 
lave  a  perfect  right  to  take 
ne  time,  I  admit  that  those 
red  thonselves  to  be  opposed 
e  justified  in  attempting  to 
while  I  admire  the  conduct 
are  openly  opposed  to  the 
ielings  are  different  with  re- 
who  profess  to  be  in  favour 
have  voted  to  try  to  kill  it. 
ant  desire  that  preference 
to  the  labour  organizations, 
organizaticms  are  giving  up 
3rful  weapon  against  oppres- 
to  strike.  The  organizations 
jive  up  that  weapon  in  order 
Eaiefits  which  they  think  they 
)m  the  judicial  settlement  of 
jtes,  and  I  think  that  in  re- 
surrender  I  speak  of,  they 
I  the  fullest  preference  asked 
.  It  has  been  said  that,  if 
given  to  unionists,  non- 
starve;  and  we  have  been 
ne  man  in  seven  is  a  unionist, 
it  afTect  the  non-unionists  to 
:  to  unionists?  Let  m  sup- 
are  700,000  workeis  in  the 
,  of  whom  only  100,000  are 
:he  Court  gave  preference  to 
vould  the  other  600,000  be 
1  out  of  work?  To  say  so 
ulous.  I  do  not  think  any 
ber  would  make  such  a  state- 
rue  that  the  majority  of  the 
ustratia  are  not  organized; 
ut  beccxning  so. 
N. — In  New  South  Wales 
f  of  the  members  of  the 
h  unions  exist  are  members 

NALD.— Yes.  Then,  too, 
of  the  shearers,  the  seamen, 
labourers  of  Australia,  are 
ne  members  of  those  three 
obtain  preference  under  the 
uids  now.  But  my  point  is 
the  majority  of  the  workers 


of  Australia  are  not  menabers  of  industrial 
organizations,  the  experience  of  the  last 
ten  years  shows  that  they  are  drifting  in 
that  direction.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  pro- 
viso was  inserted  in  the  clause  in  wder  to 
binder  this  tendency  to  organize,  because  it 
is  seen  that  the  organizations  are  realizing 
that  political  as  well  as  industrial  action 
is  necessary  for  their  salvation.  It  is  be- 
cause it  is  realized  that  we  are  prepared 
to  fight  politically  as  well  as  industrially, 
that  an  attempt  is  being  made  to  prevent 
the  further  growth  and  extMision  of  our  or- 
ganizations. In  spite,  however,  of  all  the 
opposition  that  is  now  being  directed  to  the 
labour  movement,  it  will  gather  strength. 
The  political  organization  to  which  I  be- 
long has  been  subjected  to  the  very  strong- 
est antagonism,  and  the  most  despicable 
methods  have  been  adopted  to  break  it 
down,  but  its  growth  has  been  stimulated 
by  oppression.  One  of  the  results  is  that 
seven  out  of  the  nine  representatives  of 
Queensland  in  this  House  belong  to  the 
Labour  Party.  One  other  member  —  I 
refer  to  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Darling  Downs — is  a  strong  sympa- 
thizer with  many  of  our  aims  and  objects ; 
and  the  only  representative  of  Queensland 
who  is  opposed  to  the  political  aspirations 
of  the  Labour  Party  is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  0x1^.  What  was  the  result  of  the 
anti- Socialist  laws  passed  in  Germany  un- 
der Bismarck?  At  the  time  that  legisla- 
tion was  adopted,  only  800,000  Socialist 
votes  were  recorded,  but  within  ten  years 
the  number  had  increased  to  4,000,000. 

Mr.  Henby  Willis. — What  caused  the 
increase  ? 

Mr.  McDonald.  —  The  oppressive 
laws  directed  against  the  Socialists. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Was  it  not  the  ex- 
cessive military  expenditure? 

Mr.  McDonald.— No.  I  am  sur- 
prised that  the  representatives  of  New 
South  Wales  should  take  up  an  attitude  of 
opposition  to  the  Bill.  In  Victoria,  the 
Wages  Boards  control  only  a  very  small 
number  of  industries,  whilst  in  Queensland, 
where  manufacturing  and  other  industries 
are  being  developed  to  a  very  large  extent 
under  the  Tariff,  there  are  no  restrictions 
upon  CTTipIoyers,  who  can  sweat  their  work- 
men as  much  as  they  please.  A  similar 
condition  of  affairs  obtains  in  South  Austra- 
lia and  Tasmania.  In  New  South  Wales,  the 
Arbitration  Act  compels  employers  and  em- 
ploy^ to  submit  their  case  to  the  Arbitration 
Court,  and  in  most  instances  the  former  are 
required  to  pay  much  higher  wages  than 
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those  prevailing  under  the  ordinary  competi- 
tive system.  The  result  is,  that  the  New 
South  Wales  employers  are  being  placed  at 
a  great  disadvantage,  as  compared  with 
manufacturers  in  other  States  who  are  sub- 
ject to  no  restriction  as  to  the  terms  and 
conditions  of  employment.  Hffliorable 
members  must  know  that  the  effect  of  clause 
48,  as  it  now  stands,  will  be  to  render  it 
impossible  to  give  preference  to  unionists, 
and  that  it  will  practically  kill  the  Bill. 
The  object  of  some  of  those  honorable  mem- 
bers who  are  supporting  the  proviso  intro- 
duced at  the  instance  of  the  honwable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinella,  is  to  weaken 
the  unions ;  but  if  the  Bill  is  passed  in  an 
ineffective  form,  the  opposite  result  will  be 
brought  about.  If  this  Parliament  refuses 
to  afford  the  workers  the  means  of  redress 
that  would  be  given  by  a  good  arbitration 
law,  they  will  organize  their  unions  more 
strongly  than  ever,  in  order  that  they  may 
be  able  to  attain  their  ends  by  means  of 
strikes.  If  honorable  members  believe  that 
the  methods  of  the  strike  are  to  be  preferred 
to  those  that  are  provided  for  under  the 
Bill,  I  can  quite  understand  the  position 
they  take  up,  but,  otherwise,  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive  bow  they  expect  to  accomplish 
any  good  purpose  by  rendering  the  Bill  in- 
effective. If  the  Government  are  defeated 
on  the  present  occasion,  they  will  have  no 
recourse  but  to  resign.  As  I  have  pre- 
viously stated,  I  do  not  blame  honorable 
members  opposite  for  trying  to  defeat  the 
Government.  They  are  quite  within  their 
rights,  although  I  think  they  might  have 
adopted  fairer,  methods  of  accomplishing 
their  object.  I  am  very  pleased  that 
a  Labour  Government  has  been  able  to  re- 
tain the  Treasury  benches  for  even  such  a 
short  time  as  they  have  done,  because  I 
believe  that  their  administration  has  re- 
flected credit  upon  the  labour  movement, 
and  has  established  the  party  in  the  public 
oinfidence.  They  have  taken  an  honor- 
able and  straightforward  course  in  con- 
nexion with  this  matter,  and  I  hope  that 
their  successors  will  follow  an  equally  ocxa- 
mendable  line  of  conduct. 

Mr.  RONALD  (Southern  Melbourne).— 
In  dealing  with  this  amendment,  honorable 
members  are  required  to  keep  rigidly  to  the 
questicMi  before  the  Chair,  and  I 
think  we  may  congratulate  ourselves  upon 
the  fact  that  you,  sir,  whilst  allowing  a 
certain  amount  of  latitude,  have  displayed 
appropriate  firmness  in  exacting  respect 
for  the  rules  of  debate.      Still,  whilst 


forms   of   procedure   and   rules  of 
bate  have  to  be  recognised,  we  havi 
pay  some  regard  to  the  laws  of  reason,  1< 
and  ethics,  and  we  arc  oititled  to  exai 
the  motives  which  underlie  any  action 
may  be  taken  up(»  an  occaucm  of 
kind.     The  proviso  introduced  at  th( 
stance  of  the  honorable  and  learned  r 
ber  for  Corinella  has  for  its  avovred  cA 
not  the  amending  of  the  Bill,  but  the 
ing  of  the  Bill.     Members  of  the  Op] 
tion,  after  having  voted  for  the  se 
reading  of  the  Bill,  and  having  affirme 
general    principles,  are   now  seeking 
stealth  and  stratagem,  to  make  it  null 
void,  and  the  politest  phrase  I  can  w 
describe  their  conduct  is  that  of  un 
gated  political  hypocrisy.     Their  con 
raninds  me  of  the  practice  which  use 
be  followed  by  ship-owners  who  had< 
lete  and  useless  ships.  After  insuring  U 
they  sent  them  to  sea  with  explosives  ir 
hold,  so  placed  that  when  fired  thev  w 
knock  the  bottom  out  of  the  ships  and 
them.     Some  honorable  members  opp 
have   been   guilty   of  unparalleled 
pocrisy.     Whilst   professing    to  app 
of    the    principle    of    the    Bill.  1 
assisted   to   eject   the   Deakin  Mii^ 
and    put    the    present  Government 
their   place,    and   they    are    now  i 
ing   to   retain   in   the     measure  a 
vision  which  will  make  it  utterly  uss 
Such  coiiduct  is  anything  but  fair,  sira,' 
forward,   or  manly,  and   I    would  j 
honorable  members  not  to  further  de^ 
the  traditicKis  of   Parliament.      If  ' 
honorable  members  are  opposed  to  the  | 
ciple  of  conciliation  and  arbitration, 
them,   as  men,   stand   up   and  sav 
Without  a  provision  for  preference  to  m 
ists    the    Bill  would  be    utterly  um 
Why  should  not  preference  be  allov 
As  an  illustration  of  the  position  in  M 
the  Opposition  would  place  all  unia 
I  would  remind  the  House  of  a  shn 
beautiful  story  told  of  Beethoven, 
after  he  had  composed  his  great  1 
cantata,  became  stone  deaf.  When 
cantata  was  produced  in  Berlin,  he 
as  conductor,  and  as  the  vast  audieno 
to  cheer  to  the  echo  his  magnificent 
duction,  some  one  turned  him  mui 
see  the  effect  of  his  handiwork.  Itu 
though  he  had  composed  the  musi 
never  heard  a  note  of  it.  And 
trades  unims.   They  have  brought 
tion  and  arbitration  within  the  spho 
practical  politics,  aiud^now,  forsootl 
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ifopov  that  they  shall  not 
the  fruits  of  their  years  and 
lenial.  Trades  unionists  who 
about  such  a  state  of  affairs 
i  become  rational  in  politics) 
settle  industrial  disputes  by 
5 — men  who  have  fought  far 
e  have  done,  although  we 
1,  to  achieve  this  result — are 
late  in  the  fruit  of  centuries 
lught,  and  of  travail  towards 
)sperity. 

Willis. — They  have  already 
uit  of  their  toil. 
LD. — They  are  to  have  the 
triking,  and  of  endeavouring 
r  their  rights  just  as  any  other 
iction  of  the  community  might 

ISON. — And  the  privilege  of 
rved. 

LD. — The  privilege  of  being 
1  the  process.  The  condition 
h  the  Opposition  seek  to  bring 
:  confusion  worse  confounded. 
;  be  a  party  to  such  hypocrisy  ? 
osed  to  conciliation  and  arbi- 
say  so  in  a  straightforward 
have  no  hypocrisy  in  such 
us  rather  have  that  hon- 
y,  and  earnestness,  which 
iged  to  be  an  ornament 
sphere  of  activity.  If  honor- 
opposite  are  opposed  to  the 
?nciliation  and  arbitration,  let 
le  decency  and  honesty  to 
against  it.  As  a  matter  of 
,  they  voted  for  the  second 
;  Bill,  and  by  so  doing  com- 
Ives  to  an  affirmation  of  the 
iple.  That  being  so,  what 
Id  think  of  these  honorable 
,  giving  with  the  one  hand, 
back  with  the  other?  I  was 
je  the  scriptural  quotation  in 
If  a  son  ask  bread  of  any  of 
father  will  he  give  him  a 
he  ask  a  fish  wilt  he  for  a  fish 
erpent  "  ?  I  said  that  the 
[  for  bread,  and  it  was  pro- 
them  a  stone ;  that  they  asked 
d  the  Opposition  would  give 
nt.  That  has  been  repeated 
ain.  The  workers  ask  for 
he  Opposition  are  offering 
but,  instead  of  giving  it  to 
)wing  it  at  their  heads. 
Willis. — What  are  the  non- 
iving  ? 


Mr.  HuTcrasoN. — All  that  the  unionists 
have  gained  for  them. 

Mr.  RONALD.— The  honorable  member 
for  Hindmarsh  has  anticipated  my  reply. 
The  non-unionists  would  have  participated 
in  the  good  results  that  we  hoped  to  secure 
from  the  passing  of  this  measure.  They 
have  toiled  not,  neither  have  they  spun  for 
these  things.  They  hope  to  reap  where  they 
have  not  sown,  and  to  gather  where  they 
have  not  strawed.  It  is  permissible  that 
they  should  share  with  others  the  fruits  of 
what  has  been  the  work  of  centuries ; 
but  it  is  not  reasonable  that  they  alone 
should  reap  and  enjoy  those  fruits.  It 
is  right  that  at  this  stage,  in  speaking  of 
trades  unions,  we  should  consider  what 
they  have  done.  Those  who  know  any- 
thing of  sociology,  and  especially  those 
who  have  a  knowledge  of  the  causes  re- 
sponsible for  that  amelioration  of  the  lot  of 
man  which  has  taken  place  during  the  last 
century,  must  admire  the  splendid  work  that 
has  been  done  by  trades  unions.  When  one 
recalls  the  position  of  the  workers  in  the 
earlier  years  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and 
remembers  that  the  average  working  day 
was  then  one  of  fourteen  hours,  while  to-dav 
it  is  only  one  of  nine  or  ten  hours — when  one 
remembers  that  something  like  90  per  cent, 
of  the  workers  were  toiling  seven  days  in 
the  week,  and  had  no  time  to  attend  to  the 
sacred  duties  of  domestic  life,  no  time  to 
devote  to  culture,  education,  or  recreation 
— what  must  he  say  of  trades  unionism  ? 
The  workers  of  those  days  were  as  much 
galley  slaves  as  if  they  had  been  chained  to 
their  oars  or  their  work.  I  have  lived  in  the 
great  shipbuilding  centres  of  the  old  world, 
and  have  witnessed  the  effect  of  piece-work 
and  other  abominations  in  cities  where  there 
was  no  limitation  of  working  hours.  I 
worked  among  these  men  on  Saturday 
afternoons,  and  know  that  when  Sundav 
came  round  they  were  prostrated  by  their 
labours,  and  unfit  for  anything  but  the 
mere  animal  repose  that  their  systems  de- 
manded, 

!Mr.  CoNROY. — Clause  48. 

^fr.  RONALD.— This  state  of  affairs 
has  ceased  because  of  unionism.  The  con- 
nexion between  it  and  clause  48  is  that 
those  who  wish  to  prevent  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  that  clause  are  seeking  to  shut  out 
unions  from  the  benefits  of  the  Bill,  and 
would  deny  that  they  have  been  one  of  the 
biggest  factors  for  the  amelioration  of  the 
lot  of  man  that  the  world  has  ever  known. 
Greater  than  our  churches,  our  Parliaments 
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our  press,  or  any  other  institution,  has  been 
the  combination  on  the  part  oif  men  to 
lighten  the  load  of  life,  to  brighten  its  con- 
ditions, and  to  make  it  worth  living. 
Under  the  conditions  which  the  Opposi- 
tion would  imp(»e  life  would  not  be  worth 
living. 

Mr.  Henky  Wilus. — Unionists  now  wish 
to  spoil  their  career  by  seeking  to  stand  on 
velvet 

&Ir.  Page. — The  honorable  member  for 
Robertson  would  spoil  their  career  by  feed- 
ing them  on  stones. 

Mr.  RONALD.— That  is  so.  A  great 
naturalist  has  said  that  the  very  essence  of 
existence  is  the  struggle  and  the  £ght.  That 
is  true.  If  we  oould  bring  about  such  a 
state  oi  affairs  that  there  would  be  nothing 
for  which  to  fight,  the  world  would  be  a 
poor,  ra(»otonous  place.  The  stn^le  and 
the  fight  are  the  very  esseoce  of  life.  But 
there  are  higher  aspiraticnu  than  evoi  the 
betterment  of  the  working  classes  for  which 
we  may  fight,  and  we  should  endeavour  to 
rise  higher  and  higher ;  "  Excelsior  !  "  beinjg 
our  motta  If  the  Opposition  have  their 
way,  however,  unionists  will  be  shut 
out  from  the  benefits  of  this  Bill.  The 
cry  on  which  we  shall  go  to  the  couitfry, 
arid  which  will  cause  us  to  come  back  with 
an  increase  in  our  numbers,  is  that,  if  the 
Opposition  have  their  way,  those  who  have 
wrought,  fought,  and  struggled  for  ludi  a 
condition  of  affairs  that  there  will  be  no 
strife,  no  war,  and  no  animosity,  are  not  to 
participate  in  the  realization  of  the  great 
industrial  ideal  which  has  been  kept  before 
them  for  at  least  a  century.  We  can  be  no 
party  to  anything  of  that  kind.  I  sincerely 
trust  that  honorable  members  of  the  Oppo- 
sition will  throw  aside  their  rags  of  hypoc- 
risy, and  say  straightforwardly  that  they 
do  not  like  this  measure,  that  they  do  not 
believe  in  Omciliation  and  Arbitration,  and 
that  they  vrill  adopt  the  direct  and  open 
course  of  voting  against  the  principle  rather 
tlian  the  subtle  devious  methods  to  which 
they  are  now  resorting — giving  with  (me 
hand  and  taking  back  with  the  other. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — We  are  seeking  to 
amend  the  Bill. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — On  the  contrary,  the  Op- 
position refuse  to  permit  it  to  be  amended. 

Mr.  RONALD.~We  are  told  that  the 
Opposition  wish  to  preserve  the  amendment 
which  has  been  made.  We  have  to  remem- 
ber, however,  that  a  Bill  is  only  a  means  to 
an  end.  The  Bill  is  not  in  itself  the  end. 
It  may  be  TOfisible  to  improve  the  meatuicv 


but  will  it  be  the  better  for  the  aim 
ment  which  has  been  carried  on  the  mo 
of  the  h(»orable  and  learned  member 
Corinella?  Will  it  be  followed  by  bf 
fruits?  Will  it,  in  factj  be  of  any  sei 
whatever  ? 

Mr.  Hensy  Wilus. — ^It  will  give  bi 
instead  of  a  stone  to  the  non-unionists. 

Mr.  RONALD. — The  honorable  mer 
will  surely  allow  that  the  working-men  k 
what  is  bread,  and  w^hat  is  a  stone.  Su 
he  would  not  dictate  to  them  the  differ 
between  the  two.  What  might  be  a  s 
from  the  honorable  laen^r's  point  of  v 
would  be  bread  from  the  point  of  viei 
the  workers,  and  vice  versa.  The  wor 
axe  the  best  judges  of  that  which  is  for  i 
good 

Mr.  Fbazer. — They  ought  to  be  prou 
have  as  their  champion  the  hoiwrable  a 
ber  for  Roberts<m. 

Mr.  RONALD.— Quite  so.    The  pe 
know  what  is  best  for  themselves.  In 
matters  of  life  and  death,  we  appeal  lo 
common  sense  of  men.  The  late  \Vi'.j 
Ewart  Gladstone,  who  was  one  of  the  gi 
est  students  of  mankind  the  w<M-ld  has  i 
seen  and  a  better  judge  of  human  na 
than  any  other  man  of  whom  I  have  r| 
or  with  whom  I  have  come  in  contact, 
down  the  rule  that  a  true  verdict  on  i 
question  of  fact  or  policy  is  more  likel 
be  obtained  from  among  the  masses  < 
from  amiBig  the  classes.    He  pointet: 
that  as  we  ascend  in  the  social  saW. 
generally  find  a  greater  percentage  of  i 
dists,   and   that  that   fact   is  reco;::; 
in  our  jury  system.     We  do  not  cbocKei 
— ^specialists — from  the  classes  to  deal 
a  matter  of  life  or  death;  we  selecii 
juries  f  rcxn  the  masses.    In  such  cases  i 
nary  common-sense  reen  are  availed  of, 
cause  it  is  frCHU  such  men  rather  than  I 
those  among  the  classes  that  it  is  poa 
to  oUain  a  verdict  on  matters  imm 
the  exercise  of  common  sense.    That  | 
principle  applies  to  the  matter  now  I 
coQsideration.  The  workers  kiKnr  whi 
require.     They  desire  CoadUatisn 
Artritration,  and  know  that  union  is 
\nte\y  indispensable,  not  only  to  i 
the  passing  of  this  measure,  but  to  i 
it  to  work  satisfactorily.     Those  wh 
averse  to  granting  preference  to  uni 
also  know  very  well  what  object  tbev 
in  view  in  opposing  the  Government 
posal.     They  know  that  this  Bill  v 
rendered  nugatorv  if  the  dujse  he  pasi 
it  stands.  Pref ereTOe.to  uaiaDists  is 
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:c  that  men  may  despair  of 

union.  If  the  object  of  the 
vr  before  the  House  were  to 
lable  amendment  of  the  Bill 
lly  entertain  it  We  are  ei- 
3US  to  conserve  the  rights  of 
jut  to  conserve  those  rights  at 
iestruction  of  unionism  would 
ew  method  of  reform.  If 
lave  rights,  and  we  do  not 
y  have,  have  not  umonists 

The  right  of  the  non- 
join  a  union.  That  is  the 
±  every  man  possesses.  He 

isolated ;  no  man  can  live 
this  world.  Unicaiism  is  in 
he  very  essence  of  progress* 

to  obtain  any  ideal,  even  if 
vative  ideal,  he  has  to  form 
we  are  aware  that  even  the 
irty  have  imions.  We  know 
t  will  be  if  we  discourage  the 
unions.  So  long  as  we  en- 
ns,  and  encourage  those 
:heir  trust  in  the  law,  so  long 
:n  that  they  may  organize  and 
reason  one  with  another  for 

of  their  conditions,  so  long 
iway  the  motive  that  has  bred 
others  who  have  despaired  of 
reform  by  law.  The  day 
1  Governments  will  thank  God 
ight  of  entering  into  union, 
nise  that  unicais  have  more  or 
lurpose  in  view.      What  we 

not  to  set  Qotselves  against 
to  endeavour  to  guide  them. 
^  members  opposite  wish  to 
unions.  They  seek  by  stealth 

0  compel  the  working  men  of 
ae  all  faith  in  unions,  to  em- 

and  to  appeal  to  the  exercise 
,  They  do  not  believe  in  go- 
ordinary  progression.  These 
my  objections  to  the  amend- 
onorable  and  learned  member 
I  think  that  the  alternative 
the  Government  is  all  that 
(reserve  the  admitted  and  un- 

1  of  non-unionists. 

Ns. — But  it  goes  too  far. 

LLD.^My  only  objection  to 
es  too  far.  No  one  will  deny 
exhausted  the  resources  of 
1  our  endeavours  to  meet  our 
ite.  Now,  I  desire  them  to 
□estion — "  Are  they  in  favour 
ition  of  the  principle  of  con- 
arbitration  to  industrial  dis- 
l  have  said  again  and  again. 


the  general  principle,  the  cosmothetic  ideal 
of  arbitration,  is  to  substitute  a  rational 
legal  and  sarw  way  of  settling  disputes  for 
the  old  time-dishonoured  method  of  decid- 
ing them  by  force  and  strife.  We  desire  to 
bring  about  that  better  time  depicted  by  the 
late  poet  laureate,  when  he  sang — 

That  God,  which  ever  lives  and  loves,, 
One  God,  one  law,  one  element. 
And  OQC  far-off  divine  event, 

To  which  the  whole  creation  moves. 

That  divine  event  is  represented  by  the 
peace  which  will  exist  between  man  and 
man,  class  and  class,  and  nation  and  nation, 
when  strikes  are  spoken  of  as  amongst  the 
things  of  the  past,  and  when  in  the  ar- 
chives of  an  ancient  people,  future  genera- 
tions will  read  of  industrial  animosity 
and  strife,  of  which  the  world  knows 
naught.  This  ,  Bill  marks  the  be- 
ginning of  that  era.  Our  gospel 
is  one  of  peace,  progress,  and  rational 
development.  Those  who  believe  in  the 
old  time- dishonored  method  of  settling  in- 
dustrial disputes  by  brute  force  are  endea- 
vouring to  nullify  our  efforts  to  give  to  the 
people  a  machine  which  shall  render  strikes 
and  industrial  strife  for  ever  impossible. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — ^The  principle  of 
compulsory  arbitration  will  continue  to  be 
upon  its  trial  in  New  South  Wales  until 
1906. 

Mr.  RONALD. — I  am  often  assured 
that  legislation  of  this  character  is  yet  upon 
its  trial.  Let  me  remind  the  House  that  it 
has  been  tried  and  not  foimd  wanting.  Sly 
indictment  against  the  alternative  policy,  is 
that  it  has  been  tried  in  all  ages,  and 
amongst  all  people,  and  has  been  found  ut- 
terly wanting.  The  alternative  must  lie  be- 
tween the  old  laissez  faire  method  of  allow- 
ing things  to  right  themselves,  and  the  new 
method  of  interference  by  the  Government 
for  the  good  of  the  whole  community.  It  is 
true  that  no  good  can  be  conferred  upon  the 
community  without  cost.  Incidental  evilr 
accompany  every  reform.  But  we  ought  not 
to  be  discouraged  upon  that  account.  Un- 
doubted hardships  were  imposed  upon  flie 
aged  workers  of  Victoria  in  connexion  with 
the  Factories  Act  in  which  the  Legislature 
made  provision  for  the  payment  of  a  mini- 
mum wajre.  No  sane  man  would  ever  dream 
of  looking  for  a  perfect  instruni;nt 
which  was  framed  by  human  hands. 
There  is  nothing  perfect  in  this  world. 
T  freelv  admit  th.Tt  there  are  inci 
dental  e\"ils  connected  with  the  adoption  of 
legislation  of  this  character.  But  I  hold 
that  the  general  trend  of  such  legislation  i* 
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for  good.  That  fact  has  been  established 
by  experience.  I  trust  that  honorable  mem- 
bers will  discard  the  sham  and  hypocrisy 
of  pretending  to  give  this  Bill  a  fajr  trial, 
whilst  inserting  in  it  a  provision  which  will 
destroy  its  whole  intention  and  purpose. 
Not  long  ago,  I  read  a  very  fascinating  story,, 
ard  one  which  was  quite  worthy  of  the 
imagination  of  a  French  sensationalist.  It 
related  how  a  courtesan  in  Paris  had  sent 
to  her  rival  a  beautiful  bouquet,  in 
which  a  miasmatic  poison  was  so  con- 
cealed that,  when  the  string  of  the  bouquet 
was  broken,  the  fumes  escaped  and  killed 
the  recipient.  That  is  what  the  opponents 
of  this  measure  seek  to  do.  They  pretend 
that  they  are  giving  to  the  workers  of  Aus- 
tralia a  beautiful  bouquet,  in  the  shape  of 
this  Bill,  knowing  full  well  that  the  means 
of  its  own  destruction  are  contained  within 
it.  The  Government  propose  to  induce  non- 
members  of  unions— not  to  compel  them— 
to  join  organizations  where  there  will  be  a 
rational  development  of  their  aims  and 
ideals.  The  very  essence  of  unionism  is  pro- 
gress, order,  and  good  government.  Honor- 
able members  are  the  living  representatives 
of  unionism  in  one  phase  or  another.  With- 
out unionism,  we  should  have  no  State. 
Without  unionism,  those  engaged  in  industry- 
would  be  merely  a  mob.  The  final  inten- 
tion and  purpose  of  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Corinelia 
is  to  destroy  that  in  which  the  workman 
glories. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — Organization  of  _  the 
workers  is  the  basic  principle  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  RONALD.— The  basic  principle  of 
the  Bill  is  the  organization  of  the  workers. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — But  not  necessarily  trades 
unions. 

Mr.  Mauger.— Yes  it  is,  necessarily. 

Mr.  RONALD.— That  brings  me  to  a 
point  which  otherwise  I  might  have  for- 
gotten. No  difficulty  would  be  experienced 
in  circumventing  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Cori- 
nelia, if  it  were  inserted  in  the  Bill.  Every 
Victorian  representative  knows  that  in  con- 
nexion with  the  Trades  Hall  there  is  a 
political  labour  league  and  the  ^  trades 
unions  proper.  There  is  a  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  organizations. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — A  distinction  without  a 
difference. 

Mr.  RONALD.—  Exactly.  Honorable 
members  opposite  wish  us  to  perpetuate  that 
hypocrisy  by  compelling  men  to  draw  a 

■  'xical  distincticffi  between  the  political 


labour  league  and  the  trades  union.  If  m< 
were  organized  for  the  purposes  of  ih 

Bill  only  

Mr.  Kennedy. — The  party  to  which  tl 
honorable  member  belongs  refused  to  ii 
serf  such  a  provision  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  RON  ALD.— We  did  nxA.  We  say  tk 
however  reasonable  the  pnn-'isicm  may  a 
pear  from  some  points  of  view,  it  wou 
constitute  a  piece  of  hypocrisy.    We  ha 
no  desire  to  perpetuate  shams   of  t. 
sort.     Nevertheless,    such    a  distinct; 
could  be  drawn  without  seriously  inc 
veniencing  us.   We  wish  the  world  to  kn 
that  we  are  inspired  by  high,  noble,  2 
patriotic  motives — that  we  wish  to  beni 
all  mankind.    Whilst  men  declare  in  tb 
programme  the  rules  and  objects  of  th 
organizations,  and  the  methcxSs  by  wb 
they  seek  to  attain  thdr  ends,  those  1 
disagree  with  them  have  nothing  to  fe 
But  when  we  drive  them  into  secret  polid 
combinations  there  is  danger.    We  do  : 
wish  to  be  obliged  to  carry  on  a  dual 
ganization  merely  for  the  satisfaction 
those  who  believe  that  there  ought  to  b 
technical  distinction  between  trades  uns 
and   organizations  which   are  constitu 
solely  for  the  purposes  of  this  Bill.    I  3 
oerely  hope  that  the  proposal  of  the  i 
vemment  will  appeal  to  the  rational  t 
moderate  members  of  this  House,  to  th 
who  are  prepared  to  confirm  their  rcn 
tency,  who  after  professing  to  be  fa\ 
able  to  the  principle  of  compulsory  arbit 
tion,  and  wishing  the  ship  bon  voyage. 
not  prepared  to  send  her  away  with  a  d 
gerous  explosive  concealed  on  board  for 
purpose  of  wrecking  her.    Away  with  si 
contemptible,  sinister  methods   in  'polit 
Let  the  opponents  of  this   Bill  de-:l 
themselves.    They  had  an,  opportunirv 
voting  against  it  upon  the  moticxi  for 
second  reading  of  the  measure.  Im* 
diately    after  its  general   principle  1 
been  affirmed,  honorable  members  op] 
site  seek  by  a  hypocritical   and  sinisl 
amendment  to  destroy  the  benefits  \\h 
would  accrue  from  its  operation.    I  tri 
that  we  shall  never  again  descend  to 
base  tactics  in  politics.    I  hope  that  in  I 
future  we  shall  be  called  upon  to  face  a 
who  are  prepared  to  nail  their  colours  to  I 
mast — that  we  shall  know  them  by  ti 
seccxid-reading  speeches.     I  trust  thnr 
they  are  oppmed  to  the  principle  whirl 
contained  in  any  measure,  they  will  bono! 
declare  themselves,   but  ttiat  they  I 
not,  by  indirect  methods,  seek  to  inl 
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our  comers  a  provision 
alculated  to  destroy  its 
to  render  it  of  less  value 
T  upcm  which  it  is  printed, 
he  Ministry  hangs  upon  the 

House  in  this  matter.  I  take 
issing  the  act  of  any  man  or 

we  are  at  liberty  to  take 
:onsideration.    I  cannot  see 

we  can  logically  discuss  any 
perfectly  satisfied  that  the 
lorable  members  opposite  is 
Lgainst  the  Ministry  particu- 
er  against  the  Bill  itself.  If 
nd  arbitration  legislation  is 
orable  members  opposite  are 

delay  it  as  long  as  possible; 
otive  for  their  present  action 
contemptible,    lacking,  as  it 

and  courage.  I  can  admire 
iryism  whidi  declares  boldly 
novation ;  but  I  find  no  re- 
heart  for  a  toryism  which 
\  legislation  of  this  kind  by 
professions  of  friendship, 
ipathy  with  those  whose  only 
:nder  this  Bill  absolutely  use- 
sole  idea  is  to  ridicule  legis- 
s  of  dealing  with  industrial 

profess  to  make  concessions, 
:ious  good  care  to  load  the 

amendments  which  can  lead 
miocution  and  legal  techni- 
;  amendment  shows  the  mark 

foot. 

r  Willis. — Does  the  honor- 
refer  to  the  Government  pro- 

VLD. — I  am  not  condemning 
!nt  proposal. 

I  Willis. — I  thought  all  the 
mber's  remarks  applied  to  the 
)roposa],  and  I  regarded  them 

\LD. — I  cannot  supply  the 
ember  with  ordinary  intelli- 
ire  has  failed  to  do  so.  For 
ty  minutes  I  have  been  speak- 
mnation  of  the  amendment  of 
:  and  learned  member  for  Cori- 
et  the  honorable  member  for 
)es  not  seem  to  be  aware  of 
■  the  cumbersome  amendment 
able  and  learned  member  for 
LS  any  final  purpose  in  the 
d,  it  is  to  make  work  for 
t  I  hope  that  simplicity  and 
nil  always  characterize  our 
!ir  George  Grey  once  said  that 
nrliament  should  be  so  drafted 


that  he  who  runs  might  read ;  our  whole 
aim  should  be  simplicity  and  perspicuity. 
We  ought  to  say  on  the  face  of  a  Bill 
what  we  mean,  and  nothing  but  what  we 
do  mean ;  there  should  be  no  provision 
which  an  ordinary  artisan  juryman  is  not 
as  well  able  as  the  most  skilled  and  learned 
lawyer,  to  construe  and  apply.  This  amend- 
ment, which  emanates  from  the  legal  pro- 
fession, is  evidently  intended  to  give  work 
to  the  lawyers  by  causing  endless  disputes 
and  delays.    If  that  should  be  the  result 
of  this  legislation,  workmen  will  despair 
of  the  law,  and  fall  back  on  the  old  direct 
method  of  strikes.    If  we  wish  to  make  the 
measure  useless — if  we  wish  to  disgust 
workingmen  with  legislative  remedies  for 
their  grievances — there  is  no  better  way 
than  by  raising  intricate,  complex  questions, 
such  as  are  foreshadowed  by  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Corinella.    The  Government,  in  their 
proposal,  have  hit  upon  the  proper  phrase 
when  they  provide  that  an  organization 
shall  "  substantially  represent  the  industry 
affected  in  point  of  number  and  competency 
of  its  members."      I  am  perfectly  well 
aware  that  lawyers  will  argue  and  make 
trouble — and  exact  fees — no  matter  how 
clear    and    plain    a    law    may    be.  I 
can  quite  see   that   even    the  proposal 
of   the   Government  may   lead  to  days 
of  expensive  argument  as  to  the  meaning  of 
"substantially  represent."    That,  however, 
is  part  of  the  price  we  must  pay  for  the 
evil  of  having  lawyers,  rather  than  the  re- 
sult of  endeavouring  to  say  exactly  what 
we  mean.    The  proposal  of  the  Government 
satisfies  all  that  is  openly  demanded  by  hon 
orable  members  opposite,  and,  in  everv  re- 
spect, is  infinitely  superior  to  that  of  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Corinella. 
At  the  same  time,  whether  intentionally  or 
not,  the  clause  drafted  by  the  Government 
places  certain  obligations  on  trades  unions, 
by  the  use  of  the  words  "  competency  of  its 
members. My   great  belief  in  trades 
unions  in  the  past  has  been  based  on  an 
idea  that  there  should  be  some  such  obliRa- 
tion — that  a  trades  union,  properly  organ 
ized  and  properly  worked,  ought  to  take  care 
that  those  who  become  members  have  pro- 
perly served  their  apprenticeship  and  learnt 
their  trade.      This  is  a  highly  important 
matter  to  which  great  prominence  ought  to 
be  given.    An  onus  is  thrown  upon  trades 
unions  of  seeing  that  all  the  members  are 
first-class  tradesmen — competency  as  well 
as  numerical  strength  ought  to  enter  into 
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consideration.  The  Government  proposal  is 
an  amendment  in  the  lit»al  sense  of  the 
word,  while  the  proposal  of  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Corinella  does  not 
amend,  but  seeks  to  end— to  make  null  and 
void  the  whole  measure.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances one  would,  have  been  glad  to 
see  a  little  political  heroism.  We  should 
have  liked  to  see  honorable  membeis  oppo- 
site come  boldly  to  the  front  and  declare 
themselves  against  conciliation  and  arbitra- 
tion root  and  branch. 

Give  me  th'  avowed,  th'  erect,  the  manly  foe, 
Bold  I  can  meet,  perhaps  may  turn  his  blow ; 
But,  of  all  plagues,  good  Heaven,  thy  wrath 
can.  lend. 

Save,  save,  oh,  save  me   from   the  candid 

friend ! 

Those  who  are  now  playing  the  candid 
friend  seek  to  insert  an  amendment  which 
will   sap  the  very  vitals  of  the  measure; 
and  my  voice  shall  always  be  raised  in  pro- 
test against  the  hypocrisy  of  those  who  in 
public    life   have    not    the  courage    of  ; 
their  convictions.    But  the  tide  of  public 
opinion  is  against  honorable  members-  op- 
posite, while  it  is  flowing  with  those  who 
advocate  this  legislation.    When  the  day 
comes,  there  will  be  heard  a  rising  murmur 
like    that    of    distant    wind,  gathering 
in    volume    and    strength  j     and  the 
oftener    the    people    are    appealed  to, 
the   {greater,    and   the   more    sure  and 
certain    will    be    the    sound,    until  it 
bursts  upon  us  with  a  roar  like  that  of 
the  ocean  on  the  beach.    The  people  desire 
a  rational  method  of  settling  industrial  dis- 
putes; they  are  tired  of  the  animosity  and 
strife  of  social  war.    The  people  believe 
that  the  reign  of  peace  is  at  hand ;  that  this 
measure  is  an  augury  of  a  better  age,  when 
we  shall  regard  industrial  strife  as  a  quaint 
relic  of  barbarism  and  fossilized  toryism. 
I  trust  that  the  well-worded  proposal  of  the 
Government  will  receive  the  unbiased  con- 
sideration of  this  House.     I  confidently 
leave  the  decision  in  the  hands  of  all  fair 
and  unprejudiced  members,  whatever  opin- 
ions thev  may  entertain  in  regard  to  the  ex- 
isting Government.    In  taking  my  present 
attitude,  I  have  no  personal  end  to  ser\*e.  | 
r  neither  have,  nor  expect,  pension,  post,  or 
pay.  from  one  party  or  the  other.   My  only  i 
desire  is  to  pass  a  Bill  that  will  redound  to  ; 
the  credit  of  the  Commonwealth  Parliament.  , 
I    hope    that    in    ages    yet    to    come,  , 
measures    such     as    these    will     be    a  , 
worthv     monument    of    our    patriotism,  j 
and    that,     on    their    l)eing    read     bv  i 
our  deffsndants,  it  will  be  adrr.itted  that  I 
Mr.  Ronald, 


we  did  whfU  we  could  to  avoid  tinnatu 
and  disastrous  struggles  between  the  clas 
and  the  masses.  I  trust  that  it  may  tt 
be  said  that  we  brought  into  existena 
moral  polirical  force  which  tended  to  i 
settlement  of  disputes  for  all  time,  so  tl 
Australia  may  justify  its  appellation  of  Ai 
tralia  Felix,  the  land  where  there  is  no 
dustrial  war  and,  God  grant,  no  nada 
war. 

Mr.  Henhv  Wilus. — Is  the  homnal 
member  opposed  to  war? 

Mr.  RONALD.— The  honorable  memt 
ought  to  know  my  feelings  on  that  subje 
I  am  a  servant  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  a 
wear  His  garb ;  and,  therefore,  I  am  agaii 
all  strife  and  war.  I  ask  honorable  me 
bers  to  bring  their  best  powers  to  bear  tip 
the  conisi  deration  of  the  relative  merits 
the  two  proposals.  I  leave  the  questioo 
be  settled  by  men  who  are  not  tied  to 
and  soul  to  party — I  leave  it  to  those  m 
to  decide  which  proposal  will  commend 
self  to  posterity  as  being  in  harmony  vr, 
the  tenor  of  the  Bill.  My  only  objea 
to  have  a  measure  which,  characterized  1 
political  consistency  and  moral  intent,  w 
promote  the  greatest  happiness  of  t{ 
greatest  number  of  the  citizens  of  t 
Commonwealth.  ' 

Mr.   WATKINS  (Newcastle).— I 
not  a  word  to  say  against  honorable  mej 
bers  who  have  openly  declared  tbemsel^ 
as  opp(^d  to  compulsory  arbitration,  but 
am  bound  to  say  that  some  honorable  a 
bers,  who  have  from  time  to  time  in 
Chamber  told  us  that  they  favoured  ii 
unionism  and  compulsory  arbitration, 
now  taking  a  course  which  is  not  ha 
able  to  themselves  as  politicians,  and  w 
is  not  fair  to  trades  unionism  in  Austr 

Mr.  David  Thomson. — They  are  coa 
out  in  their  true  colours  now. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— As  tbe  honon 
member  says,  certain  honorable  members 
coming  out  now  in  their  true  colours.  \ 
they  will  &nd  that  they  have  failed  to  i 
vince  the  workmen  of  Australia  that  I 
any  longer  believe  in  the  principle  of  c 
pulsory  arbitration. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  is  just  as  well  to  I 
them  placed. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— About  two  yean 
declared  protectionists  in  this  Chaa 
claimed  that  a  preference,  in  many  c. 
of  forty  per  cent.,  should  be  given  to  i 
tralian  iiidustries.  They  beiie\-ed  in 
ference  for  the  Australian  producer 
against  the  foreign  prw^cer.     They  I 
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at  that  preference  should  be 
any  qualification  whatever.  It 
to  them  to  that  those  who 
/e  in  their  protectionist  policy 
Multed  before  that  preference 
When  the  same  honorable 
now  asked  to  accord  a  prefer- 
I  whose  duty  it  is  to  toil  in 
;  which  they  have  protected, 
they  are  prepared  to  cross  the 

0  follow  the  arch  enemy  of 
olitical  faith  in  an  endeavour 
e  very  Bill  which  grants  the 
What  does  the  amendment  of 
e  and  learned  member  for 
m?  It  entirely  destroys  the 
ill  as  a  compulsory  measure.  It 
itted  by  every  honorable  mem- 
legislation,  'to  be  successful, 

ised  upon  compulsion  and 
nn.  Of  what  use  can  we 
neasure  to  be  when  we  ren- 
ible  for  the  Arbitration  Court 
s  awards?  The  amendment 
ver  the  whole  of  the  Common- 
F  an  award  is  asked  for  involv- 
ice  to  unionists,  it  will  be  im- 
he  Court  to  discover  the  opin- 
e  people  throughout  Australia 
concerned  in  the  matter  until 
aised  will  have  been  forgotten, 
merely  my  opinion,  but  it  is 
hich  has  been  expressed  by  the 
er  of  the  Opposition,  the 
>le  member  for  East  Sydne}-. 
'eference  clause  was  last  be- 
omittee,  and  the  Government 
first  part  of  the  amendment 
the  honorable  and  learm^d 
Corinella,  the  right  honorable 
East  Sydney  said  that  he  was 
)vernment  had  accepted  the 
because  it  was  something 
:  he  doubted  whether  it  would 
le  clause  as  it  stood.  I  shall 
honorable  gentleman  no  injus- 

1  propose  to  quote  exactly  the 
3.  At  page  2689  of  Hansard, 
he  rifiht  honorable  gentleman 

;hly  in  farour  of  the  amendment, 
that  the  GoTcmnent  have  accepted 
to  point  out  that  it  would  pruti- 
effect  of  liampcring  the  operation 
:  the  clause. 

tu  LvNE, — Who  said  that  ? 
KINS,— The  leader  of  the 

ys. — Which  one  ? 


Mr.  WATKINS.— The  right  hononiMe 
member  for  East  Sydney. 

Mr,  Watson. — I  am  not  surprised  at 
anvthiug  he  says. 

Mr.  WATKINS— The  right  honorable 
geiuleman  further  said; 

It  will  iovoJve  a  harvest  for  our  literary 
friends  that  I  do  not  grudge,  but  the  time  which 
the  Court  would  have  to  allow,  in  order  to  permit 
any  one  living,  at  the  Gulf  of  Carpentaria,  or  in 
the  pearl  fishery  settlements,  or  other  remote  parts 
to  come  in,  would  lead  to  so  much  delay  that 
when  it  expired  the  whole  maUer  would  probably 
have  been  forgotten. 

Yet  to-day  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
leads  a  party  who  are  prepared  to  prevent 
the  Government  from  having  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  this  amendment,  which  he  admit.-; 
will  nullify  the  whole  effect  of  the  clause. 
Honorable  members  are  prepared  to  refuse 
to  the  present  Government  the  right  to  have 
the  amendment  reconsidered  in  order  that 
it  may  be*  put  into  some  practical  shape. 
The  right  honorable  member  for  East  Syd- 
ney and  his  party  are  evidently  determined 
to  wreck  the  Bill.  Has  not  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman  on  many  occasions,  as  Pre- 
mier of  New  South  Wales,  found  it  neces- 
sary to  recommit  clauses  which,  in  his 
opinion,  required  further  consideration  and 
remodelling;  and  was  he  ever  refused  an 
opportunity  to  reconsider  a  clause  which  he 
believed  required  amendment?  To  pre- 
vent a  reconsideration  of  this  amendment 
in  the  way  proposed,  is  to  prevent  a  discus- 
sion upon  its  merits  or  demerits.  Apart 
from  the  honorable  and  learned  member  who 
moved  the  amendment,  not  one  honorable 
member  has  attempted  in  any  way  to  jus- 
tify the  position  taken  up  in  this  regard.  I 
repeat  that  if  the  preference  clause,  as 
amended,  is  adhered  to  it  will  render  the 
Bill  inoperative.  Honorable  members  who 
have  had  any  experience  of  the  working  of 
arbitration  laws  will  know  well  that  if  a 
preference  is  not  given  to  trades  unionists, 
it  will  be  possible,  on  the  one  hand,  for  aiiv 
employer  to  supplant  every  man  in  his  em- 
ploy who  has  stood  up  for  what  he  believes 
to  be  his  rights  in  connexion  with  a  parti- 
cular dispute,  by  engaging  other  labour  to 
take  his  place ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
will  permit  of  equal  injustice  being  done 
to  an  employer.  Let  me  say,  in  reply  to 
those  who  have  stated  that  the  trade  unionists 
of  Australia  do  not  refwesent  the  roajorifv 
of  the  -workers,  that  that  is  only  because 
in  many  parts  of  the  Commonwealth  work- 
men have  had  no  opportunity  to  organize. 
Although  a  great  many  are  not  absolutetv 
within  the  ranks  of  trade  unions,  the  ver\ 
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great  majority  of  working  people  believe  in 
the  essence  and  principle  of  trade  union- 
ism.   I  am  satisfied  that  not  lo  per  cent, 
of  the  working  people  of  Australia  would 
openly  declare  themselves  against  trades 
union  principles.    Honorable  members  who, 
from  time  to  time,  have  admitted  freely  that 
trades  unionism  has  done  much,  not  only 
for  those  within  its  ranks,  but  for  workmen 
generally   over   the  civilized   globe,  are 
now     prepared     to     denv     to  trades 
unionists   a   fair   meed  of  justice  under 
this     Bill,     1  hough     the     workers  are 
prepared   to   give   up   every  weapon  that 
they    have    hitherto    exercised    to  secure 
their  due.  Where  it  is  popular  to  do  so,  they 
say  that  they  believe  in  trades  imionism,  but 
they  are  nevertheless  prepared  by  legislation 
to  do  everything  they  can  to  prevent  its  suc- 
cess in  ameliorating  the  conditions  of  the 
workers.  We  know  what  struggling  there  has 
been  in  the  past  for  Ihe  rights  of  trades 
unionists.     Men  have  had  to  secure  those 
rights  by  the  only  weapon  in  their  power. 
They  have,  by  strikes  from  time  to  time, 
been  successful  in  improving  the  condition  of 
the  masses ;  but  because  of  the  turmoil  and 
distress  necessarily  occasioned  by  the  use 
of  the  methods  which  they  were  forced  to 
adopt  to  secure  their  just  rights  they  have 
been  told  tinoe  and  again  that  they  should  go 
to  Parliament  to  obtain  a  legitimate  means  of 
anKliorating  their  condition  through  the 
laws  of  their  country.    Now,  when  they 
are  following  the  advice  given  them,  and  are 
endeavouring  to  secure  necessary  reforms 
by  legislation,  they  are  blocked  in  every 
direction.    They  are  blocked  here,  not  in 
connexion  with  a  measure  which  provides 
direct  reform  for  the  benefit  of  the  working 
people  in  Australia,  but  a  measure  which 
goes  only  so  far  as  to  set  up  a  Court  of 
Justice  to  hear  their  claims,  and  to  which 
they  can  appeal  for  just  conditions.  The 
Court,  it  is  admitted,  will  be  absolutely 
unbiased,  and  it  is  expected  to  put  an  end 
to  industrial  struggles.  With  regard,  again, 
to  the  question  of  preference,  honorable 
members  are  aware  that  it  can  only  be 
given  where  organization  has  taken  place, 
and   men   have   registered   their  unions 
How  can  we  give  preference  to  those  who 
will    not    take    the    trouble    to  organize 
and  combine?    The  object  of  the  amend- 
ment   against  which    I    protest  is  simply 
to  provide,  when  trades  unionists,  who  have 
taxed  themselves  to  defrav  the  expenses 
connected   with   their   organization,  have 
*~**jred  an  award,  that,  before  any  pre- 


ference  in  employment  can  be  given 
them,  every  man  throughout  Australia  1 
has    not    taken    the    trouble    to  or 
nize,   in   order   to   secure   an  amelic 
tion   of    his    OHiditions,    is    to  be 
lowed  to  say  wh^her  or  not  only  union 
shall  be  employed.     If  honorable  in 
bers  insist  upon  carrying  the   BUI  wi 
out  any  modificatimi  of  the  amendoi 
moved  by  the  honorable  and  learned  m 
ber  for  Cgrinella,  we  may  as  well  thro« 
under  the  table  at  once.    The  present  p( 
tion  has,  in  my  opinion,  been  reached 
cause  the  Government,  in  order  to  meet 
views  of  the  so-called  friends  of  comp 
sory  arbitration,  have  yielded  too  mu 
On  three  important  principles  in  connet 
with  this  legislaticm  they  have  accepted  t 
amendments.  They  have  yielded  to  tb 
so-called  friends  of  compulsory  arbitrat: 
only  to  be  stabbed  in  the  back  when  i 
nuMnent  has  arrived  at  wtiidi  it  is  tbouj 
that  that  can  be  done  efFectivelv.  \ 
have    had    honorable    members  '  sayi 
that    rhey    believe    in    trades  unj.jiii 
so    long    as    trades    unionism  cin 
carried  on  on   the  voluntary  basis, 
my  experience  of  trades  unionism,  na 
it  is  a  voluntary  matter  for  a  man  to  > 
a  trades  union,  once  he  has  become  a  mt 
ber  of  it  his  TOluntary  action  ceases  ab 
lutely,  and  he  yields  up  his  individual 
for  the  benefit  of  his  union.    There  is 
voluntary  principle  in  trades  unionism 
the  full  sense  of  the  term.    Let  us 
sider  the  history  of  voluntary  arbitratioi 
these  States.    It  has  been  tried  time 
again,  and  has  succeeded  so  long  as 
awards  given  have  suited  the  emplover. 
It  has  failed  when  the  award  has  been 
in  favour  of  the  workers.  Reviewint^  t. 
gislative  history  of  the  subject  we  find 
the  right  honorable  leader  of  the  Oppa< 
introduced  legislation  providing  for 
tary  arbitration  in  New  South  "Wales, 
that  after  three  years'  experience  of 
legislation,  such  was  the  ineffectivenesi 
the  Arbitration  Court  pnnided,  that 
State    Parliament   absolutely  refused 
vote    the    money    necessary     to  c 
it  on.    Tn  view  of  the  results  of  pa^t 
penence,  we  have  come  now  to  ask  the 
eral  Pariiament  to  give  us  a  measure 
viding   for   compulsory  arbitration, 
men  of  common  sense,  we  ha\'e  come  t.i 
conclusion  that  this  legislation  can 
be   successful   with   the  enforcement 
axvards  and  preference  to  trades  yjn\<m 
Just  as  no  effect  can  be  obtained  fromo 
legislation  unless  it  applies  compulsioa 
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ice,  to  scane  section  or  to  the 
lity,  so  it  is  with  this  legisla- 
;ive  preference  to  a  trades 
ut  hampering  him  in  any  way 
:hat  which  is  fair  and  reason- 
)resent  Ministry  attempted  to 
a  measure  which  was  fathered 
fvernment,  and  I  ask  whether 
tnbers   opposite  would  have 
defeat  that  Government  by 
i  they  are  now  adopting.  The 
uced  by  the  late  Government, 
in  the  proviso  which  was  in- 
honorable  and  learned  mem- 
slla;  but  if  that  proviso  had 
while  the  measure  was  under 
3f  that  Government,  would 
Tibers  opposite  have  tried  to 
from  securing  the  recommittal 
ire  in  order  that  the  clause 
►nsidered?     I  say  that  they 
In  my  opinion,  it  would  be 
■  honorable  members  to  come 
pen,  and  to  meet  the  Govem- 
rlear  vote  of  censure.  Why 
lallenge  the  Government  upon 
or  upon  their  administration? 
hat  they  are  not  able  to  do 
ly  fault  which  can  be  found 
:sent  Administration  is  that 
sided  too  much  to  their  op- 
in  order  to  secure  the  pas- 
particular  measure,  have  ac- 
ment  after  amendment  in  the 
meet  those  whom  they  thought 
d  to  proceed  some  distance 
I  of  reform  with  them.  Honor- 
opposite  cannot  challenge  any 
istration  by  this  Government, 
be  taunted  with  having  gained 
the  Treasury  benches  by  un- 
rhe  late  Government  announced 
would    accept    defeat  upon 
out    vote     in    regard  to 
id   they    made   no  attempt 
able  members   to  reconsider 
I  do  not  think  that  the  vote 
teen  reversed  if  they  had  done 
certain  that  no  attempt  would 
ade  to  prevent  a  reconsidera- 
^abour  Party  would  not  have 
Government  with  an  amend- 
5  that  now  before  the  House. 
1  of  honorable  members  oppo- 
They  wish  to  destroy  the 
defeat  the  application  of  the 
compulsory  arbitration.  Those 
r  the  amendmei^t  range  them- 
,  who  are  opposed  to  the  peace- 


ful solution  of  industrial  troubles  by  a 
judicial  tribunal. 

Mr.  CULPIN  (Brisbane).— I  wish  to 
say  a  few  words  on  this  question,  and  I 
trust  that  I  shall  not  wander  from  clause 
48  in  doing  so.  The  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella,  whilst  professing  to 
be  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  has  moved  an 
amendment,  the  effect  of  which  will  be 
practically  to  kill  it,  and  I  believe  that  he 
has  done  so  with  that  intention.  If  he 
alone  were  concerned,  of  course  his  action 
would  not  be  important ;  but,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  his  action  was  instigated  by  those 
supporters  of  the  late  Government,  and  the 
membeis  of  the  Opposition  generally,  who 
wish  to  kill  the  Bill.  I  believe  that  all 
those  who  vote  against  the  recommittal  of 
the  measure  will  be  actuated  by  that  motive. 
When  the  late  Prime  Minister  introduced 
the  Bill  a  year  or  so  ago,  he  made  a  state- 
ment as  to  his  policy  in  regard  to  it,  and 
that  statement  should  stand  good  now.  He 
said — ■ 

Any  changes  that  I  have  proposed  will  be  few, 
will  be  small,  and  will  relate  only  to  drafting. 

But,  notwithstanding  that  statement,  a  pro- 
viso was  inserted  in  clause  48,  on  the 
motion  of  one  of  his  followers,  the  only 
purpose  of  which  was  to  kill  the  Bill.  Is 
it  not  an  astounding  change  of  front  for  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bal- 
larat  to  be  now  attempting  to  choke 
discussion,  by  refusing  to  allow  the  Govern- 
ment to  recommit  the  measure  ?  In  his 
present  action  he  shows  himself  to  be  worse 
than  the  Chinese,  who  kill  their  superfluous 
female  children,  because  he  is  killing  the 
most  virile  progeny  that  he  has  yet  fathered. 
The  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney,  when  the  Bill  was  introduced,  said 
that  he  hoped  that  we  would  cheerfully  pass 
it ;  but  he  also  is  now  attempting  to  kill  it. 
Honorable  members  are,  of  course,  used  to 
the  right  honorable  gentleman's  ways,  and 
are  not  surprised  at  anything  he  may  do  in 
this  dira;tion.  The  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat  also  promised  to  give  fair  play  to 
the  present  Government ;  but  he  has .  not 
given  them  any  more  fair  play  than  he  has 
given  to  the  Bill  which  he  fathered.  The  pro- 
viso requires  that  applicants  for  preference 
must  prove  that  they  represent  "  a  majority 
of  those  affected  by  the  award  who  have  in- 
terests in  common  with  the  applicants," 
while  the  Government  wish  to  substitute  for 
that  provision  an  amendment  requiring  them 
to   "  substantially   represent   the  industry 
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affected  in  point  of  the  numbers  and  compe- 
tence of  its  members."  Tiie  method  of 
electing  Members  of  Parliament  may  be  re- 
feiied  to  to  illustrate  the  difference  between 
the  two  propositions.  If  honorable  mem- 
bers could  talce  their  seats  in  this  chamber 
only  when  they  had  been  elected  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  whole  of  their  constituents,  in 
such  case  that  requirement  would  be 
similar  to  the  requirement  of  the  proviso  in- 
serted in  clause  48  by  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinella ;  whereas  the 
Government  wish  to  provide  that  a  majority 
of  those  who  take  sufiBcient  interest  in  the 
subject  to  vote  upOD  it  shall  decide  the 
question.  That  is  the  present  system  of 
voting.  If  the  Bill  is  to  be  effective, 
it  must  safeguard  the  liberties  of  those  con- 
nected with  the  industrial  organizations. 
The  men  who  require  protection  are  not 
those  who  are  content  to  be  trodden 
down,  and  who  only  squirm  and  sink  lower, 
but  those  who  have  the  manliness  to  fight 
for  higher  wages  and  better  conditions.  The 
unions  are  to  be  deprived  of  the  weapon 
of  striking  which  they  now  possess, 
and  preference  is  therefore  a  necessary 
protectiwi  to  them.  Honorable  members 
who  are  opposed  to  the  granting  of  prefer- 
ence to  unionists,  show  themselves  in  their 
true  colours  as  those  who  are  in  favour  of 
making  the  Bill  a  measure  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  strikes  only.  While  they  wish  to 
take  from  the  unionists  the  power  to  strike, 
they  still  leave  to  the  employers  the  power 
to  lock,  out.  If  the  proviso  were  left  in 
the  clause,  an  employer  oould  always  refuse 
to  emplw  unionists  who  had  acted  against 
him.  The  honorable  member  for  Lang  has 
honestly  said  that  his  object  is  to  kill  the 
Bill  altogether.  We  can  give  him  credit 
for  being  a  straight-out  opponent  of  the 
measure ;  but  other  honorable  members  do 
not  aTOW  that  that  is  their  position.  Unless 
preference  is  given  to  unionists,  those  who 
complain  of  the  treatment  tKey  are  re- 
ceiving may  be  refused  employment,  and 
will  have  no  redress. 

Mr.  MAUGER  (Melbourne  Ports).~It 
would  be  well  fot  honorable  members,  be- 
fore voting  on  the  amendment  before  the 
House,  to  consider  what  is  involved,  and 
to  recall  to  mind  the  policy  underlying  the 
measure  as  it  was  enunciated  at  Ballarat  by 
the  late  Prime  Minister.  The  principle 
which  the  proviso  inserted  bv  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Corinella  would 
undermine  was  undoubtedly  championed 
by   the  honorable  and   learned  member 


for    Ballarat.    la    the  minds    of  i 
baiK»able  imabeis  there   is    an  imi 
si(m  that  what  is  ^fesized  is  to  invari 
give  preference  to  uniooists.     That  : 
wrong  impression,  which  I  hope  will  ik. 
conveyed  to  the  people  of  the  country-.  V 
we  wish  to  secure  is,  not  the  giving  of 
ference  to  unionists  in  all  cases,  but 
giving  of  power  to  the  Court  to  grant 
ference  to  unionists  whsi  it  considei 
desirable  to  do  so.    Tliat  is  an  impoi 
differoice,  and  one  which  should  be  ck 
defined.    The  himorable  and  learned  n 
ber  for  Ballnrat  gave  particular  empl 
to  the  clause  whidi  is  being  discussed, 
urged  that  in  New  Zealand  the  powe 
grant  pref»>eiice  had  been   used  by 
Court  with  great  advantage,  and  was 
of  the  necessary  machinery    of  the 
He  urged  that  in  New  South  Wales  no 
results  had  followed,  and  that  in  New 
land  the  Court  had  exercised  its  powei 
wisely  that  the  number  of  trades  unioi 
had  decreased  insteu]  of  having  incre 
under  its  regime.    In  view  of  these  i 
is  it  not  remarkal)le  that  the  hcmorable 
learned  member  and  some  of  his  promi 
supporters  sh<»jld,  at  this  juncture,  not 
seek  to  undermine    the  principle  of 
clause,  but  endeavour  to  prevent  honoi 
members  from  arriving  at  some  meaii: 
framing  a  provisicxi  wbidi  would  meet 
the  wishes  of  the  majority.        I  f  i 
orable  members  opposite  sincerely  d 
that  this  measure  sh(»ild  be  effective 
should  allow  it  to  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — Is  not  the  ho 
able  member  satisfied  with  the  amendi 
proposed  by  the  Government? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  am  satisfied  th:: 
will  be  made  clear  to  the  country  that  i 
orable  members  opposite  wish  to  rendc 
impossible  to  properly  ocxuider  the  ma; 
The  honorable  member  for  Robertson  c 
plains  that  the  proviskm  iot  preferenc 
too  exacting,  too  far-reaching,  and  too  l 
gerous. 

Mr.  Henky  Willis. — ^Hear,  bear;  5 

is. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— And  yet  we  find  a 
ciated  with  him  the  hcmcvable  member 
Dalley,  who  says  he  feels  compelled  to  1 
against  the  recommittal  of  the  Bill,  ben 
it  is  so  emasculated  as  to  be  rendered  1 
less. 

Mr.  WiLKs.— I  said  so  three  weeks  r 

Mr.  RfAUGER.— There  is  a  verv  w 
divergence  between  the  views  taken  by  i 
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0  honoEable  memben,  and  yet  we  find 
in  TOting  OD  the  same  ade  in  this  matter. 
Mr.  WiLKS. — Not  a  single  onion  will  le- 

ttr  under  the  Bill. 

Ur.  MAUGER.— I  quite  agree  with  the 
ODuble  tnembec. 

Mr.  Wujcs. — ^Thea  why  vote  for  it? 

MAUGEIL— Because  I  do  not  wish 
eject  the  present  Governznent  from  office 
nauociate  myself  with  those  vith  whom 
BR  no  sympadry.  The  b<xiorid>le  member 
H  be  judged  by  the  cranpany  which  he 
n.  aod  his  position  will  be  regarded  as 
Burkably  illogical  one.  There  is  some- 
c;  moie  than  the  recomstttal  of  the  Bill 
K.'.ed  in  the  present  attitude  of  the 

^r.  Henry  Willis. — There  is  bread  for 

t  corkers. 

Mr.  MAUGEIL— May  Z  ask  who  made 
iK^le  iBembers>  on  the  Government 
kia  the  champions  of  the  workers  ? 
Mr.  HnraT  Willis.— The  people. 
Ki.  iUUGER. — ^Did  the  people  give  the 
BE  durge  to  boixirable  members  oppo* 
11? 

Vr.  fiaas  Wuxis. — We  aoe  in  the  ma- 
m. 

V:.  MAUGER.— The  honoraUe  mem- 
ti  i  Doir  indulging  in  silly  interjections, 
^  1  cannot  aford  to  takis  any  further 

of  him. 

Mr  WiLKs.— This  is  a  fight  for  prefet- 

bcn  tiie  Treasnxy  benches. 

Ur.  UAUGER. — I  am  afraid  it  is.  The 

of  hraurable  msnbers  opposite  is 
■^scied  by  a  desire  to  unseat  tiie  Govem- 
RL  The  honorable  member  for  Southern 
^'■ftme  said  that  he  owed  nothii^  to  the 
bercaient,  that  they  had  given  him  no- 
■^v  ind  that  he  expected  nothing  from 
cl  I  can  say  the  same  thing.  In  some 
jHTticuiarly  in  connexion  with  the 
r"!  qoestioo,  the  Government  ha-ve  disap- 

me,  but  I  do  not  intend  to  assist  to 
^  'iiem  from  office,  and  put  in  their 
^  a  free-trade  Gwennnrat.     So  far 

policy  with  whidi  I  am  particularly 
"t^Jted  is  concerned,  I  can  gain  nothing 
'  »«.ng  for  the  proposal  to  recommit  the 
il. 

Wr.  G.  B.  Edwards. — Would  the  htaior- 
te  aeraber  alter  his  views  if  he  could 
m  ntthing? 

>ir.  MAUGER.— No,  certainly  not ;  but 
ncthing  in  common  with  those  hon- 
"^le  manfaers  who  are  now  aimoua  to 
■rjyiv  the  Treasury  benches.  Not  only 
"'■''l  they  Dot  give  me  Ae  natural  corol- 
of  U^tsfation  of  this  kind,  namely. 


effective  protection  at  the  Custom  House, 
but  it  is  patent  to  every  one  that  they  are 
anxious  to  destroy  the  principle  underlying 
the  Sill,  which  is  protection  to  the  workers. 
It  is  the  clear  duty  of  honorable  members, 
who  are  anxious  to  see  a  workable  measure 
passed,  to  afford  every  opportunity  for  the 
fxaosng  of  a  clause  which  would  prove 
effective  I  rejoice  to  think  that, 
whatever  may  be  the  r»ult  of  the 
vote  on  this  occasion,  the  Treasury 
benches  have  been  occupied  for  three 
months  by  men  who  have  risen  from  the 
ranks,  and  who  ha^'e  erected  a  milestone 
alongside  the  path  of  social  evolution.  Their 
administraticHi  has  been  as  pure,  their 
capacity  as  great,  and  their  behaviour  as 
gentlemanly  as  that  of  any  other  body  of 
men  occupying  similar  p)ositions,  and  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  methods 
which  are  now  being  employed  to  displace 
ttwm  are  unfair  and  unwarranted. 

Mr.  Henkt  Wilus. — If  he  wishes  the 
clause  to  be  made  effective,  why  does  not 
the  honorable  member  induce  the  Govern- 
ment to  accept  the  proviso  of  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Corinella? 

Sir.  MAUGER.— Why  does  not  the  hon- 
orable member  consent  to  allow  the  Bill  to 
go  into  Committee,  so  that  a  proposal  may 
be  framed  which  would  be  acceptable  to 
both  sides?  Honorable  members  opposite 
evidently  fear  to  allow  the  clause  to  be  re- 
considered. I  am  not  an  apologist  for  the 
mistakes  of  trades  unions  I  have  beoi 
closely  associated  with  them  all  my  life, 
and  I  am  now  a  member  of  a  union.  I  know 
the  aspirations  of  their  members,  and  the 
great  good  that  the  unions  have  accom- 
plished. While  I  am  acquainted  with  their 
limitations,  and  the  mistakes  which  thev 
have  made,  I  know,  at  the  same  time, 
that  the  highest  principles  ever  enurxuated 
have  been  associated  with  the  greatest  of 
those  mistakes.  Even  with  the  dissemina- 
tion of  the  principles  of  Christianity  there 
may  have  been  associated  mistakes,  as  well 
as  shams  and  humbugs,  but  that  is  no 
reason  why  we  should  disregard  such  prin- 
ciples, i  recognise  that  the  underlying 
principle  of  trades  unions  is  indus- 
trial peace  and  progress,  and  therefore  I 
do  my  best  to  encourage  such  organizations. 
I  believe  that  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella  is  perfectly  .sincere 
in  this  matter,  but  I  am  convinced  that  his 
proposal  is  impracticable,  and  that  it  will 
make  the  Bill  a  dead  letter.  I  believe,  fur- 
ther, that  he  is  misrepresenting  and  misun- 
derstanding the  very    men  \vhom  he  .is 
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supposed  to  be  championing.  I  have  been 
associated  with  non-unionists,  as  well  as  with 
unionists,  and  Z  am  sure  that  the  hanrable 
member  for  Dalley  will  agree  with  me  that, 
whilst  the  unionists  may,  in  some  instances, 
be  in  the  minority,  the  vast  majority  of  the 
industrial  workers  are  in  sympathy  with 
the  trade  unions,  and  support  their  aims. 
The  attempt  which  is  being  made  to  cham- 
pion the  cause  of  the  non-unionists  is  unwar* 
ranted  and  uncalled  for.  No  demonstration 
has  been  made  in  support  of  the  attitude 
now  assumed  by  the  Opposition.  Have  hon- 
orable members  been  called  upon  by  any  sec- 
tion of  workers  to  oppose  the  prefereixre 
clause?  Do  they  know  of  any  organiza- 
tion* outside  of  the  Employers'  Union  that 
has  opposed  it?  I  should  like  to  know  in 
what  way  they  have  received  any  mandate 
or  instruction  to  oppose  the  principle. 

Mr.  CoNBoy. — ^The  sacred  principle  of 
justice  alone  demands  that  no  man  should 
receive  a  preference  over  his  fellows  at  the 
hands  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Henry  Wizjjs. — We  had  a  man- 
date from  the  electors  at  the  general 
election. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— That  is  not  the  case. 

Mr.  McLean. — I  was  returned  as  an 
opponent  of  the  principle  of  preference 
to  unionists. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber was  not  called  upon  to  contest  his 
seat. 

Mr.  McLean. — But  I  explained  my 
views  on  this  very  principle. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  grant  that  the  hon- 
orable member  has  been  consistent  through- 
out, and  that  he  is  thoroughly  sincere. 

Mr.  McCay. — The  honorable  member 
knows  that,  although  I  was  not  opposed  at 
the  last  election,  I  spoke  a  number  of  times 
in  connexion  with  this  Bill,  and  fully  ex- 
plained my  views. 

Mr.  Tudor. — When  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  went  to  Bendigo  to  sup- 
port the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
that  constituency,  he  did  not  say  that  he 
would  smash  the  imions. 

Mr.  McCay. — I  have  not  said  it  yet 

Mr.  Tudor. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member  is  doing  his  best  in  that 
direction. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— A  number  of  honorable 
members  are  posing  as  champions  of  the 
non-unionists,  and  it  is  remarkable  that 
ill  many  cases  they  should  also  be  cham- 
pions of  the  employers'  unions,  which 
are  opposed  to  the  principles  of  the  Bill, 


lock,  stock,  and  barrel.  Assodated  wi 
those  who  are  now  so  anxious  to  presei 
the  rights  of  non-unionists,  are  the  n 
men  who  are  opposed  to  the  Bill  outri^ 
It  was  just  the  same  in  ocmiwzion  with  i 
discussion  which  took  place  upon  the  she 
and  factories  legistaticm  in  Victoria.  T 
honorable  member  for  Gippsland  kno 
very  well  that  the  poor  widow  was  w^' 
out,  and  that  great  concern  was  profes' 
for  the  poorest  of  the  working  classes, 
should  like  to  know  what  honcnrable  m 
hers  who  now  assume  the  role  of  champi 
of  the  non-uniimists  have  ever  done  to  as 
the  working  classes?  "By  their  U 
shall  ye  know  than." 

Mr.  CoNBOY. — Is  it  the  policy  of  CI 
to  decree  inequality  by  law? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Have  their  \-oices  < 
been  raised  in  the  interests  of  the  do 
trodden  trades  unionists?  No.  Un< 
lying  the  main  features  of  this  mea; 
is  the  principle  of  collective  bargaio 
which  can  be  applied  only  under  a  svs 
of  effective  trades  imionism.  Unless 
is  recognised  by  giving  the  Court  po* 
apart  from  any  swdi  trammels  as  are  ] 
posed  by  the  honorable  and  learned  m 
her  for  Corinella,  to  grant  preference. 
Bill  will  be  destroyed,  root  and  braju^L 

Mr.  CoNROY. — ^The  honorable  mea 
claims  that  preference  should  be  grai 
to  unionists,  and  we  say  "  No." 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  contend  that  po 
should  be  given  to  the  Court  to  grant  ; 
ference. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Is  not  this 
higher  Court  than  that  which  it  is  profc 
to  create? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— It  may  be  ;  but  ii  - 
not  prove  to  be  a  wiser  one.  In  connw 
with  the  working  of  the  Shops  and  F 
tories  Act  in  Victoria,  it  has  come  to 
knowledge  that,  in  many  instances,  r 
who  have  been  foremost  in  agitating: 
the  establishment  of  the  Wages  Boar-i 
who  have  in  some  cases  been  members 
such  boards — have  been  discharged,  bees' 
they  dared  to  organize  their  fellow-worki 

Mr.  Hensy  Wilus. —  A  very  ct 
thing.  ' 

Mr.  MAUGER. —  Can  the  honor  ^ 
member  suggest  any  remedy  for  such  a  s] 
of  affairs,  beyond  giving  the  Court  pu^ 
to  giant  preference  to  uni<Husts?  Th.:l 
really  the  position.  Three' men  who  rej] 
sented  the  employ^  on  a  Wages  Board.' 
latingtoa  certain  industry,  were  disrhnrj 
and  were  eventually  compelled  to  bei: 
bread  for  themselves  and  their  families,' 
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t  result  of  the  action  they  had  taken 
secure  the  creatum  of  that  board, 
ad  tboe  been  a  law  in  force  in 
ii  State,  to  say  to  the  employers. 
Preference  must  be  given  to  unionists*" 
or  positkn  vould  have  bera  different; 
n  would  have  been  rewarded  instead  uf 
pished  for  their  praiseworthy  action.  That 
Ofily  one  of  maiiy  illustrations  that  might 
givoj.  Unless  we  give  the  Court  power  to 
ue'n  the  men  who  may  be,  and  are 
e  victims  of  unscrupulous  employers, 
r  result  will  be  disastrous.  I  do  not  sug- 
I  that  the  practice  to  which  I  have  re- 
mA  is  universal.  The  majority  of  the 
layovers  in  Victoria  are  excellent  moi; 
e  the  mere  fact  that  a  man  is  liable  to 
!  discharged  for  assisting  in  the  fcnrma- 
■  of  an  organization  to  uplift  his  fellows 
K!<i  be  sufficient  to  induce  us  to  erect  a 
Kil  which  will  have  power  to  direct  that 
C  :Uy  shall  be  conceded  to  all.  I  am 
minced  that  the  Government  have  given 
r.  a  very  material  extent.  I  invite  the 
X^h-vm  to  compare  the  m^sure,  as  ori- 
y  introduced  by  the  honorable  and 
membn-  for  Ballarat,  with  the  Bill 

Henby  Willis.— The  Bill,  as  it 
fiw.  is  better  than  it  was. 

NUUGER.— It  may  be,  from  the 
ircrsble  member's  point  of  view,  and  the 
tr>  fact  that  he  holds  that  opinion  im- 
"  w  to  ccHisider  that  it  is  worse.  My 
tt"ofc!e  friend  champions  the  cause  of 
be  describes  as  "  liberty  " — liberty 
'  f=eat  and  to  die  and  licence  to  be  dis- 
by  employers.  Under  the  guise 
t  ciioipioning  the  cause  of  non-unionists 
■ftauseof  the  widow,  the  old,  and  the 
w  worker— we  have  often  heard  such 

^f-  Heioit  Willis.— The    poor  and 

are  represented  in  this  House. 
Mi  MAUGER.— The  very  fact  that  the 
»»rable  member  considers  that  the  Bill 
B  been  improved  convinces  me  that  it 
"     mutilated.    If  honorable  members 
to  the  Bill  as  originally  introduced— 
'^ty  glance  at  the  clauses  relating  to 
Bnions.  to  the  granting  of  prefer- 
^  to  unionists,  and  to  the  powers  of  the 
-"Wither  will  see  at  cmce  that  its  benefi- 
pro\Tsions  have  been  whittled  away, 
bv  line,  90  that  even  its  author  would 
bow  it 

J'lt  Wius.— Comparatively  speaking, 
B  nothing  left  that  is  worth  men- 


Mr^  MAUGER.— Exactly.  Notwith- 
standing the  fkct  that  various  provisions 
to  which  objection  was  taken  have  been 
removed  fnxn  the  Bill— that  unions  will 
be  compelled  to  throw  open  their  docvs  to 
practically  every  one  who  can  with  the 
slightest!  reason  claim  admission ;  that  their 
books  will  be  open  to  inspection  by 
the  Court ;  that  the  Court  will  have 
an  opportunity  to  ascertain  for  itself 
the  kind  of  men  who  form  them,  ami  to 
take  care  before  granting  an  application 
for  preference  that  the  majority  of  those 
engaged  in  the  industry  are  in  the  organiza- 
tion concerned,  or  in  touch  with  it — the 
Opposition  still  refuse  to  allow  clause  4S 
to  be  recommitted  even  tat  the  purpose  of 
removing  a  difficulty. 

Mr.  HxNRY  WiLus. — ^There  is  no  diffi- 
culty. We  had  a  majoritv  cm  the  last  oc- 
casion, and  have  it  still. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  Opposition  have  a 
majority  to  secure  the  defeat  of  the  Go- 
vernment. They  are  availing  themselves 
of  the  present  crisis  to  secure  the  advance- 
ment of  their  own  particular  thewies.  ^  I 
am  convinced  that  underlying  this  motion 
there  is  not  only  the  defeat  of  the  Govern- 
ment, but  the  parting  of  the  ways,  so  far 
as  many  honorable  members  are  concerned. 
I  am  sorry  that  it  should  be  so.  I  regret 
very  much  that  I  shall  have  to  part  politic- 
ally from  men  beside  whom  I  have  worked 
and  fought  for  many  years.  But  the  di- 
vision to  be  taken  on  this  amendment  un- 
doubtedly means  the  parting  of  the  ways. 
On  the  one  side  will  be  the  men  who  are 
fighting  for  evolutionary,  not  revoluticHiary, 
progress,  and  who  are  determined  that  there 
shall  be  industrial  as  well  as  political 
emancipation.  Political  emancipation  was 
only  the  commencement  of  a  great  move- 
ment of  which  industrial  emancipation  is 
the  apex.  Until  absolute  industrial  eman- 
cipation has  been  secured,  our  political  evo- 
lution and  all  our  political  privileges  will 
be  of  no  avail.  On  the  one  side  we  shall 
have  the  men  who  will  fight  in  the  inter- 
ests of  conservatism,  and  in  the  interests  of 
laissez  fmre,  under  the  guise  of  desiring  to 
protect  the  widow  and  the  old  and  slow 
worker,  while,  on  the  other  side,  will  be 
those  who  are  determined  to  conserve  those 
interests  which  make  for  the  social  health 
and  progress  of  the  community,  and  to  do 
their  best  for  those  who  have  sent  them  here 
to  represent  them. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby— Minister 
of  Home  Affairs). — This  debate  has  been 
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marked  by  some  very  extraordinary  features. 
The  attitude  takrai  up  by  the  Opposition  in 
refusing-  the  Government  the  right  to  rec(»n- 
mit  a  daase  which  they  conceive  to  be  so 
framed  that  it  would  not  work  in  hammny 
with  the  objects  of  the  Bill,  is  in  itself  re- 
markable; but  I  wish  to  direct  attenticm 
not  so  much  to  that  phase  of  the  situation 
as  to  the  curious  fact  that' whilst  this  is  un- 
doubtedly a  no-confidence  motiwir  not  one 
leading  member  of  the  Opposition  has,  so 
far,  seen  fit  to  take  part  in  the  debate. 
Where  are  the  leaders  of  the  Opposition? 
I  am  inclined  to  think  tl^  this  is  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  Australian  Parlia- 
ments that  a  leader  of  an  Opposition  has 
declined  to  address  himself  to  What  is 
avowedly  a  no-confidence  motion.  The 
leaders '  of  the  Opposition  have  scarcely 
dared  to  show  themselves.  Occasionally 
they  have  put  in  an  appearance,  but  find- 
ing, apparently,  the  criticism  of  their  ac- 
tions too  warm  for  their  peace  of  mind, 
have  immediately  taken  their  departure.  I 
di)  not  think  that  this  is  altogether  fair. 
We  might  reasonably  have  assiuned  that 
those  who  intended  to  secure  the  defeat  of 

the  Government  ■ 

Mr.  Bauford. — Did  the  braorable  gen- 
tleman »pect  anything  better  ? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  certainly  did. 
Mr.  Bauford. — ^The  honorable  gentle- 
man is  altogether  too  sanguine. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  at  least  expected 
that  the  treatment  usually  imeted  out  to  Go- 
vernments would  be  extended  to  even  a 
Labour  Ministry.  It  seems,  however,  that 
we  are  to  be  submitted,  not  to  ordinary, 
but  to  extraordinary  treatment,  which,  in 
my  opinion,  and  I  am  sure,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  people,  reflects  but  little  credit  on  those 
Avho  are  engineering  our  overthrow.  What 
is  the  object  of  this  Bill?  That  is 
a  consideration  to  which  we  may  well 
devote  a  few  moments'  attention.  Is 
it  designed  to  benefit  honorable  mem- 
bers on  this  side  of  the  House  ?  Cer- 
tainly not.  It  was  brought  forward  mth 
a  view  to  put  an  end  to  strikes,  not  in  the 
interests  of  unionists,  but  for  the  public 
good.  If  this  Bill  be  not  in  the  public 
interest  it  should  have  no  place  in  our 
deliberations.  If  it  be  a  measure  not  solely 
to  benefit  unionists — although  it  has  been 
treated  bv  the  Opposition  as  if  it  were — 
if  it  be  designed  to  prevent  strikes,  in  the 
public  interest,  because  it  is  recognised 
that  industrial  disputes  involve  tremendous 
In«a  to  the  whole  community,  should  it  not 


be  worthy  of  oui  serious  consideration?  ' 
Bill  is  not  primarily  fraaed  in 
interests  of  unionists;  as  a  matter 
fact  Uiey  will  lose  a  great  <Jeal  n 
than  they  will  gain  by  sidxniti 
to  the  principle  of  oompiil«ir>'  ( 
ciliaticm  and  arbitration.  During 
debate  cm  the  Bill  it  was  suggested  that 
Government  and  their  supporters  had  fa 
while  on  the  hustings  to  tell  the  unioi; 
that  this  measure  would  probably  work 
many  cases,  to  their  disadvantage.  1 
assCTticHi  is  incorrect.  During  the 
election  campaign  I  announced  from  ei 
public  platform  on  whtdi  I  spedce  thai 
the  people  imagined  fox  one  mc»nent  i 
ccxnpuLsory  conciliation  and  arbttra 
would  invariably  work  for  the  benefit 
unicsusta  and  the  wwkers  goierally.  i 
made  a  great  mistake;  I  clearly  told 
workers  that  it  would  b«iefit  theoa  onh 
members  of  the  oxnmunity. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  less  the  workers  re 
to  it  the  better  it  will  be  for  them. 

Mr.     BATCHELOR.  —  Undoubte 
The  only  benefit  which  trades  unionistj 
other  workers  can  hope  to  derive  from 
Bill  is  simply  that  which  it  will  cot 
upon  them  as  members  of  the  commuri 
It  is  desired  that  they  should  be  peacef 
employed  in  carrying-  on  their  industry, 
stead  of  eraplc^ers  and  employes  bein^^ 
they   too  frequently  have  been,  at  ai 
length.     When  nnployers  and  emp!< 
are  constantly  fighting  with  eadi  otl 
a  very  large  sectitxi  <tf  the  oommiuiity  ] 
duces  no  wealth.     It  is  solely  to  incn 
the  production  of  wealth  that  w«f 
for  a  measure  of  this  kind.      We  ask 
this  measure,  not  to  improve  the  status 
unionists,  but  solely  in  the  interests  of 
public.    Every  member  of  the  cxmrniui 
from  the  largest  capitalist  in    the  C 
monwealth,  to  the  humblest  labourer, 
concerned  in  the  bringing  about  of  a  si 
of  affairs  in  which,  instead  of  having 
large  percentage  living  on  die  labours 
others,  we  shall  find  all  persons  prou 
in;:  to  the  fullest  extent  of  their  power, 
these  grounds,  and  on  these  alone,  can  I 
Bill  be  defended.    I  have  been  a  rroi 
unionist  ever  since  I  served  my  appn 
ticeship  to  enfrineering,  and  as  such  1  hi 
always  recognised  that  nearly  all  that 
been  gained  bv  the  workers  has  been 
result  of  agitati(Hi  and  of  ^rikes,  and  t 
for  them  to  sacrifice  the  right  to  s*t 
would  be  to  part  with  a  wry  great  jr>« 
In  order  that  trades  unkmists  might 
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order  that  they  might  not  be 
without  organization — it  was 
It  provision  for  preference  to 
indispensable  part  of  the  Bill 
as  essential  to  its  proper 
at  was  the  view  adopted  by 

the  Bill,  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat,  who 
reduced  it,   recognised  that 

of  preference  to  unionists 
'  vital.  After  he  had  had  an 
)  carefully  consider  the  ques- 
recess,  extending  over  several 
fter  it  had  passed  through  the 
criticism  associated  with  a 
m  the  honorable  and  learned 

moved  the  second  reading  of 
session,  when,  as  the  honor- 
for  Brisbane  has  pointed  out, 

that  he  merely  proposed  to 
ight  verbal  alterations  in  the 
jtill  thought  that  preference  to 
hout  any  qualification  what- 
lally  provided  for  in  the  Bill, 
and  it  must  therefore  "be  taken 

Government  was  in  accord 
nple.  I  do  not  mean  to  sug- 
ry  individual  member  of  the 
d  to  ever>'  detail  of  the  Bill, 
airly  assume  that  the  Cabinet 
were  farorable  to  the  grant- 
■ence  without  any  qualifica- 
we  are  confronted  by  the  fact 
s  brought  down  by  them  on  two 
rided  for  the  undiluted  appli- 
t  principle.  Up  to  the  time 
sent   Governtuent  took  office 

unionists  was  recognised  as 
irt  of  the  measure.  There  was 
from  any  quarter  to  whittle 
/ision  in  any  respect,  but  from 
vhich  the  present  Administra- 
the  reins  of  Government  the 
m  process  began.  There  was 
parently,  on_  the  part  of  the 
)  damage  the  prestige  of  or- 
n3  trades  unions.  And  what 
on?    Was  it  because  trades 

among  the  Government  sup- 
it  was  proposed  that  unions 
ippled  for  political  purposes? 
o.  At  any  rate,  I  am  at  a 
stand  the  move  of  the  Oppo- 
ny  other  hypothesis. 

5. — The  Government  accepted 
yex  of  amendments. 

:HEL0R.  —  I   admit  that 
Government   were  naturally 
>tain  from  the  House  the  best 


Bill  possible,  in  order  that  it  might  be  of 
some  service  to  the  workers ;  but  I  certainly 
do  not  think  that  in  its  present  form  the 
measure  will  be  operative  in  the  slighted; 
degree.  Upon  this  question  my  opinion  has 
been  sought  by  leading  members  of  trade 
unions — by  members  of  the  organization 
with  which  1  am  associated,  and  bv  others 
— and  I  have  advised  them  that  unless  a 
very  substantial  alteration  is  effected  in  the 
Bill  before  it  beccanes  law,  those  organiza- 
tions ought  not  to  register  under  it.  I  am 
convinced  that  they  will  not  register  under 
it.  Have  we  not  urged  that  honorable 
members  ought  not  always  to  aim  at  an 
ideal  of  freedom  ?  Why  ?  Because  we 
have  recognised  that  it  is  incompatible 
with  the  working  of  a  Bill  of  this 
character.  We  have  taken  this  course, 
not  in  the  interests  of  unionrsts,  but  in  the 
interests  of  the  public,  and  to  prevent  the 
Bill  from  being  whittled  down  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  render  it  inoperative.  In  its 
present  form  no  trade  union  will  register 
under  its  provisions,  notwithstanding  that 
we  have  been  engaged  in  discussing  it 
for  sOTie  months.  Why  have  the  vital  prin- 
ciples of  the  Bill  been  thus  whittled  away  ? 
Simply  to  spite  the  present  Government 
There  is  no  other  explanation  of  the  extra- 
ordinary action  of  honorable  members  op- 
posite. 

Mr.  McCav. — Is  it  not  a  fact  that,  with 
the  excepticMi  of  this  amendment,  every  other 
alteration  effected  in  the  Bill  has  been  ac- 
cepted by  the  Government  ? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— As  I  have  previ- 
ously stated,  the  Government  desired  to  ob- 
tain from  this  House  the  most  effective  mea- 
sure possible.  We  could  not  make  every 
amendment  vital  to  our  existence.  We  had 
to  accept  the  best  Bill  that  we  could  secure. 
But  naturally  there  is  a  limit  to  compromise 
— a  point  at  which  we  recognise  it  is  useless 
to  further  proceed  with  the  measure.  To 
do  so  would  be  a  perfect  farce.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  tell  the  unionists  of  South  Aus- 
tralia that  I  assisted  to  pass  a  worthless 
Bill.  I  do  not  wish  to  gain  kudos  for 
having  passed  a  measure  relating  to  arbitra- 
tion if  it  is  of  no  real  value.  Having 
pleaded  with  unionists  to  subscribe  to  legis- 
lation of  this  character,  having  induced  them 
to  sacrifice  their  right  to  strike,  can  I  tell 
them  that  we  have  enacted  a  law  which  will 
be  ineffective?  The  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella  has  twitted  the  Go- 
vernment with  having  accepted  other 
amendments. 
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Mr.  McCay. — I  did  not  twit  the  Govern- 
ment with  having  done  so. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  honorable  and 
learned  member  certainly  did. 

Mr.  McCay. — I  did  not  intend  to  twit 
them. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— We  fought  against 
any  whittling  away  of  the  vital  provisions 
of  this  Bill.  But  modiiicatitm  after  modifi- 
cation has  been  proposed  merely  for  the 
purpcee  of  creating  an  appetite  for  more. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  proposal  of  the  Go- 
vernment would  only  feed  that  appetite. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— At  any  rate  that 
proposal  possesses  the  virtue  of  being  a 
workable  one,  and  it  would  achieve  the  re- 
sult which  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Corinella  desires. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — I  am  as  opposed  to  his 
amendment  as  is  the  Minister  himself. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  do  not  think  that 
our  proposal  is  a  necessary  one,  but,  never- 
theless, it  is  workable.     A  proposal  which 

requires  that  any  union  before  being 
granted  a  preference  shall  satisfy  the  Court 
that  it  substantially  represents  the  workers 
engaged  in  the  particular  industry  affected, 
is  not  one  which  I  can  characterize  as 
highly  objectionable,  or  as  likely  to  impair 
the  efficient  working  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — It  is  a  very  astute 

iwoposal. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— If  it  be  astute,  it 
is  certainly  straightforward.  The  honor- 
able member  is  at  liberty  to  rise  in  his 
place,  if  he  dares,  and  to  explain  in  what 
way  it  is  astute  and  not  straightforward. 
The  terms  employed  in  it  are  those  which 
are  generally  adopted  by  Courts  charged 
with  the  administration  of  kindred  legisla- 
tion. In  making  their  awards  they  have 
frequently  required  that  a  majority  of  the 
employes  interested  in  any  particular  indus- 
try must  be  represented  before  any  prefer- 
ence is  granted  to  unionists.  I  do  not  intend 
to  labour  this  question.  The  refusal  of  hon- 
orable members  opposite  to  allow  the  Bill  to 
be  recommitted — an  act  which  is  unparal- 
leled in  party  warfare — is  thoroughly  con- 
sonant with  the  treatment  which  this  Go- 
wrrunent  have  received  from  the  very 
moment  of  their  advent  to  power.  T  care 
nothing  for  Ministerial  office — I  do  not 
think  that  T  can  be  accused  of  having  exhi- 
bited any  desire  to  grasp  it. 

Mr.  McDonald. — The  leader  of  the 
Opposition  accused  the  Government  last 
night  of  hanging  on  to  tXBsx. 


Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  know  that  tl 
spiteful  remarks  which  were  made  upi 
that  occasion  were  not  meant     It  is  raib 
a  pity,  I  think,  that  the  first  Labour  Mini 
try  in  the  Commonwealth  should  have  be 
denied  that  fair  treatment  which  is  on 
narily  accorded  to  Governments.     It  is  i 
grettable.  because  of  the  appreciati(»i  1 
the  public  of  that  spirit  of  fair  play  whi 
usually  distinguishes  Britishers.  Not 
single  accusation  has  been  urged  agaii 
the  administration  of  the  Government, 
against  the  policy  which  we  hav*e  put  f 
ward.     I  did  not  expect  that  we  shou!-l 
defeated  by  a   unicm  of   the  forces 
honorable  members  who  are  opposed 
this  legislation,    and    of    that  section 
the    House    which     opposes    the  < 
vernment   merely    for   party  purposes, 
did  not  anticipate  that  a  procedure  iro 
be  adopted  which  would  have  the  e& 
of  preventing  the  Ministry  and  their  9 
porters  from  fully  and  fairly  express 
their  opinions  upcni  other  matters.  Tb 
has  been  a  conspiracy  of  silence  on  the  p 
of  honorable  members  opposite.  One 
two  of  them  have  been  anxious  to  addr 
the  House,  but  they  have  been  held  do 
by  other  honorable  members. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  Minister  cannot  ap 
that  remark  to  all. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  admit  that 
honorable  member  is  an  eroeption.  I 

not  complain  of  the  treatment  which 
has  meted  out  to  the  Government.  G 
erally  speaking,  he  has  been  very  fair. 

Mr.  McDonald. — He  has  not  sunk  • 
fiscal  issue. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.  —  I  do  not 
whether  he  has  done  so,  or  not    It  is 

singular'circumstance  that  the  widest  dif« 
ences  of  opinion  between  hwiorable  me] 
bers  of  this  House  have  been  bridged  o\ 
with  the  sole  object  of  displacing  the  pr  ». 
Ministry  at  all  costs.  Even  the  hononi 
member  for  North  Sydney  must  aiiii 
that  the  present  Ministry  is  a  cohcsl 
body  with  one  policy.'  We  do  i 
possess  as  many  pdicies  upon  e%« 
conceivable  subject  under  the  sun. 
there  are  members  in  this  House.  T 
combination  of  honorable  members  i 
posite  is  a  peculiar  one,  which  we  may  ".i 
allow  the  public  to  appraise  at  its  !r 
value.  In  conclusion,  I  am  satisfied, 
if  the  Govemment  are  defeated  upon  i 
amendment  submitted,  its  members  haj 
not  brought  discredit  upon  the  positi^ 
which  they  have  held.    They  vacate  t& 
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itiwut  me  aocnsatira  of  administratiTe 
nlure  haTing  been  levelled  against  them. 

vill  relinquish  the  leins  of  Govem- 
ent— if  they  do  so — owing  to  the  action  of 

unique  political  (smbination,  and  simply 
laase  they  happen  to  be  members  of  the 
ibcur  Party.  Under  no  other  conceivable 
mm^ances  could  such  a  remarkable  uni(xi 
!  forces  have  been  effected. 

Mr.  HUGHES  (West  Sydney— Minister 
1  External  Aifairs).  —  ITie  amendment 
gred  by  the  hmorable  and  learned  mem- 
» for  Corineila  on  the  proposal  of  the 
nminent  to  recoimnit  certain  clauses  has 
K  peculiar  merit  of  being,  so  far  as  I 
lOT,  and,  apparently,  so  far  as  can  be 
Bhoed  from  hcxiorable  members,  unique 
1  the  history  of  parliamentary  government 
•raqne,  A  any  rate,  in  this  country  and 
I  Great  Britain.  Under  certain  circum- 
tes  very  little  could  be  urged  against 
a  :ct;(Mi,  but  the  present  circumstances 
t  peculiar.  The  Government,  as  the 
Buribie  and  learned  member,  and  every 
itr  honorable  member  in  the  House 
IKS  very  well,  have  declared  that 
in  regard  the  amendment  as  vital, 
Bb  t3  the  n^asure  and  to  their  own 
mxt  as  an  administratioiL  The  ac- 
a  cf  the  honorable  and  learned  member, 
i^:foie,  amounts  to  an  attempt  to  pre- 

.ne  Government,  whose  administra- 
Bi,  vhose  policy,  and  whose  very  odstenoe 
R  challenged,  from  saying  one  word  in 
;k  iwn  defence.  The  honorable  and 
iTifi  member,  in  advancing  some  rea- 
OS  »^hy  this  clause  48  should  not  be 
es-TLuitted,  spoke  in  comparatively  brief 
^'ti.  When  we  recall  the  other 
'^'iws  on  which  the  House  and 
^  CMnmittee  have  been  privileged  to 
u  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
K*  <e  can  mly  wonder  why  he  should 

been  so  brief  at  the  present  juncture, 
^!  tinder  drcumstaix:es  of  less  import- 
Be,  he  has  entertained  us  at  great  length, 
we  is  about  big  battalions  a  virtue  which 
"^ils  even  the  oratorical  efforts  oiF  the 
*^nble  and  learned  member.  Why,  in- 
»i  should  the  honorable  and  learned 
'"{■fcer  speak  longer  than  was  necessary  to 
K.ire,  in  so  many  set  terms,  the  intentions 
f  tfut  body  whose  mouth-piece  for  the  time 
'  Ls.  eipccially  since  he  had  to  set  an 
"Mipie  which  has  been  admirably  followed 
«  the  ^lanen  who  now  sit  alongside 
*n-  and  who  have  wrapped  their  senti- 
^ts  and  thnr  ideas  in  sepulchral  silence  ? 
■ne  H(nae  is  asked  to  decline  to  recommit 


this  clause.  What  is  this  measure  ?  What  is 
its  purport  ?  I  think  we  are  entitled  to  ask 
ourselves  so  much.  Obviously,  it  is  a  3ill  to 
pre\-ent  industrial  disputes,  and  it  can 
only  take  effect  provided  industrial  unions 
give  their  allegiaixx  to  the  main  prindptes 
of  it.  The  honorable  and  learned  member 
who  has  moved  this  amendment  knows  that 
fact  welt.  He  and  those  who  support  him 
have,  during  the  passage  of  this  Bill 
through  Committee — a  passage  of  almost 
unparalleled  vicissitude — moved  a  number 
of  amendments,  ostensibly  for  the  good  of 
the  measure.  Of  these,  some  stand  in  the 
Bill  to-day ;  others,  happily,  have  been 
relegated  to  the  waste  paper  basket  All 
alike,  however,  afford  irrefragable  evidence 
of  the  insincerity  of  the  l^orable  and 
learned  member  and  those  who  supported 
him.  In  his  present  amendment  he  propc»es 
preventing  the  Government  from  having 
that  opportunity  which  the  honorable  and 
learned  member,  in  common  with  a  num- 
ber of  others,  solidted,  when  certain  other 
clauses  of  the  Bill  were  decided  against 
them,  to  recommit  certain  clauses  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  honorable  members  to 
once  more  consider  them.  The  honorable 
and  learned  member  is  denying;  to  the  Go- 
verimient  that  very  right  which  he,  and 
those  who  sit  with  him,  asked  on  so  very 
many  occasions  in  reference  to  numerous 
clauses.  The  position,  perhaps,  is  not 
quite  clear  to  citizens  outside  the  chamber, 
though  it  is  abundantly  clear  to  every  man 
inside.  It  is  perfectly  useless  for  any  man 
here  to  attempt  to  deceive  himself ;  nor 
ought  it  to  be  possible  for  him  to  deceive 
others  as  to  the  true  position.  Those  hon- 
orable members  who  vote  against  the  pro- 
posed recommittal  will  stand  condemned 
for  having  taken  a  course  of  actitm  which 
does  effectually  prevent  the  Govenmient 
from  defending  itself,  and  which  does  most 
effectually  prevent  honorable  members  from 
setting  forth  categorically  the  objections 
they  have  to  the  present  Administration — ■ 
from  setting  forth  in  clear,  round  terms, 
so  that  the  whole  country  may  know,  and 
if  necessary  approve,  or  disapprove,  the 
reasons  why  they  wish  to  oust  the  present 
Administration.  The  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, or  the  leader  of  one  wing  of  the  Op- 
position, in  the  beginning  of  the  present 
regime,  treated  us  to  a  number  of  reasons 
why  the  present  Government  should  not 
be  allowed  to  live  a  day  without  chal- 
lenge. Now,  however,  we  have  a  challenge 
put  forward  in  an  indirect  and  under- 
hand way,  and  upon  this  indirect,  circuitous, 
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and  contemptible  proposal,  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  has  not  taken  the  op- 
portunity to  say  (»ie  word  in  condemna* 
tioD  of  an  Administration  whidi  he  has 
continuously  denounced,  because  of  its  lade 
of  capacity  and  experience,  its  policy,  its 
pfogramme,  and  because,  in  his  opinion,  it 
stands  for  minority  government.  The 
right  honorable  gratleman  condemned  the 
Government,  in  short,  on  the  ground  that 
it  imperils  representative  and  j^od  govern- 
ment. Yet,  he  does  not  now  dare  to  say 
one  word.  The  right  honorable  member 
is  joined  on  this  occasion  by  his 
colleague,  who  was  lately  his  opponent,  the 
booorable  and  learned  member  f<x  Bal- 
larat.  To  that  honondile  and  learned 
gentleman,  who  has,  during  the  progress  of 
this  discussion,  visited  the  chamber  but 
fitfully,  I  give  credit  for  this  much — that 
he  is  unable  to  be  present,  and  to  hear  and 
to  feel  the  full  extent  of  his  inconsistency. 
Lately  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
had  garlands  pl^d  upon  his  brow  for  the 
chivalrous  and  almost  unique  heroism  which 
he  exhibited  in  electing  to  go  out  of  oifice 
rather  than  agree  to  a  certain  amendment. 
The  honorable  and  learned  member  went 
out  of  oRice,  not  with  our  wish. 

Mr.  McCoLL. — That  is  all  nonsense; 
we  do  not  believe  that. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — It  is  perfectly  true. 

Mr.  Thomas. — ^Asfc  the  hcmoraWe  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat  himself. 

Mr.  HUGHES. — I  say  that  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Ballarat  did 
not  go  out  of  office  with  the  wish 
of  the  Labour  Party.  To-day  we  ask  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  to  come  into 
the  chamber  and  give  honorable  members, 
and  the  Go\-emment,  the  reascHis — some  rea- 
sons, or  any  reasons — why  he  is  supportinjg 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Cori- 
nella  on  this  occasion.  Is  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Ballarat  support- 
ing the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Corinella?  I  do  not  think  there  can  he  any 
doubt  upon  that  point.  Those  pleasant 
smiles  which  hwiorable  members  on  the 
front  opposition  bendies  are  endeavour- 
ing to  hide,  with  more  or  less  success, 
would  not  be  seen  if  they  were  not  quite 
sure  that  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber— the  chivalrous  member — for  Ballarat 
had  decided  to  allow  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinella  to  fire  this 
gun,  while  he  stands  firmly  and  securely 
enough  behind  the  hedge.  He  still  retains 
that  mask  of  fair  play  towards  us,  though 
he  does  not  even  grace  the  chamber  with 


hia  presence,  and  remains  ominously  silej 
This  is  a  Bill  to  prevent  industrial  dispul 
and  clause  48  cuts  right  into  it&  ver}-  hea! 
The  Bill  will  be  either  a  suocen  or 
failure,  according  to  whether  uniuis  Ki 
advantage  of  its  provisions  or  otherwise.  I 
not  know  whether  honorable  members  re^- 
some  of  those  glowing  phrases  with  whi 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  B: 
larat  invested  his  speech  on  the  motion  ti| 
the  measure  be  read  a  second  time.  I  d 
not  imitate  them ;  I  have  not  that  fa 
gift  of  fiuaicy  which  distinguishes,  z. 
sometimes  mars,  the  matter  of  the  hon 
aUe  and  learned  member  for  Ballar 
But  those,  pbcases 
Hansmrdj  and  any  mait  who  ca 
may  read  them.  The  glorious  pictine 
the  proniaed  land  whit^  was  held  befi 
the  Israelites  during  their  forty  years 
wandering,  is  but  chill  and  drab  by  oc 
parison  with  that  sketched  to  this  com 
by  the  honorable  and  learned  monber 
Ballarat  in  hi&  forecast  of  the  resuh  of  ( 
measure.  A  land  flowing  with  milt  a 
honey  was  opened  out  to  oar  gaze.  1 
hcmorable  and  learned  member  said  t 
ttuB  was  a  measure  which  he  bad  recdi 
from  his  colleague^  the  rigte  hooorable  1 
learned  member  for  Adelaide,  and  tfa^ 
heartily  did  he  approve  of  it  that 
had  not  found  it  necessary  or  da 
able  to  moke  any  amendment  other  ths 
few  verbal  and  trifling  alterations.  Yet  b 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  B 
larat  ttands  to-day,  absolutely  voting  agai 
the  principle  upon  the  insertion  of 
the  success  of  the  measure  entirely  depen 
I  shall  deal  more  categorically  with  I 
honorable  and  learned  member  in  a  mone 
In  the  meantime  I  wish  to  quote  c 
or  two  phrases  whidi  the  homx^le  a 
learned  member  used  in  lefenr 
to  this  phase  of  the  matter.  He  « 
it  was  not  necessary  to  make  any  amfr. 
ment.  He  so  heartily  approved  of  \ 
measure  as  framed  by  his  right  hcavyai 
colleague,  upon  whose  legislaticn  all  t 
Acts  dealing  with  industrial  conciliatioa  ai 
arbitration  throughout  Australa«a  bad  1« 
framed,  that  he  did  not  find  it  neoesK 
to  mate  any  ameodknents  at  all  I  x 
whether  the  very  heart  of  the  measoie, 
framed  by  the  right  honn'able  member  f 
Adelaide,  was  not  the  principle  of  preff 
ence  to  imionists?  If  it  was  not,  if 
is  an  immaterial,  a  trifling  matter,  let 
honorable  and  learned  gentleman  say  so  n"^ 
Let  him  say  so  after  all  this  thiinder:: 
which   has   been   delivered    frora  !' 
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ties  against  preference  to 
claiming  that  it  would  in- 
s  of  a  free  people,  that  it 
ay  the  pri\-ilege  of  non- 
e  a  share  in  the  bounteous 
vation — which  was  to  fol- 
kable  measure     Let  the 

learned  gentleman  say 
)ugh  in  the  opinion  of 
bers    opposite  preference 

going  to  do  all  this,  it  is 
ing,  not  the  kernel  of  the 

mere  tassel  on  its  very 
lenge  the  honorable  and 
lan    to    deny    that  there 

principles  in  the  measure, 

compulsion  and  the  other 
lionists/  Without  compul- 
t  faiU,  without  preference 

The  honorable  and  learned 

declaring  that  the  draft- 
ure,  founded  as  it  is  upon 
1  which  the  Arbitration 
alasia    have    been  based, 

he  could  find  no  room 
It  and  no  necessity  for 
ehind  the  honorable  and 

for  Corinella,  and  intends 
:nt  a  re-discussion  of  this 
:  in  the  Bill.  This  is  the 
larned  gentleman's  chivalry, 

inauguration  of  a  new  era 
which  a  man  shall  retire 
welcome  his  successors  as 
tiave  not  sought  office.  This 
:air  play.  I  say  that  since 
is  introduced  we  have  not 
:e  of  fair  play  from  the 

from  the  honorable  and 
for  Ballarat.  Some  honor- 
lave  opposed  preference  to 
,  others  have  done  so  in  an 
»vert  fashion.  Some  honor- 
ive  always  been  opposed  to 
and  we  cannot  object  to 

to  it  now.  But  there  are 

members  who  have  pre- 
this  measure  the  promise  of 
Australia,  who  have  pro- 
e  that  it  would  make  this 
sed  land.  They,  too,  stated 

give  to  this  Administration 
lir  play  ;  and  yet  now  when 
or  generous  treatment,  but 
fair  play  which  is  extended 
I  in  the  dock  being  tried  for 
;ence,  the  honorable  and 
T  for  Ballarat  slaps  us 
He  has  not  the  courage 
;lf,  but  he  gets  some  other 


person  to  do  it,  and  he  says  nothing.  That 
is  fair  play  !  I  declare  emphatically  that 
clause  48  is  one  of  the  essential  parts  of 
the  measure.  If  compulsion  is  the  heart  of 
the  measure,  preference  to  unionists  is  the 
lungs  which  oxidize  the  blood.  Without 
it  the  measure  must  beconte  stagnant  and 
useless,  and  inevitably  fall  into  decrepiH 
tude  and  decay.  And  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat,  who  has  said 
that  the  measure  of  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Adelaide  required  no  amend- 
ment, now  votes  against  the  principle  with- 
out which  the  whole  thing  must  fall  into 
decay.  The  htxiorable  and  learned  gentle- 
man sits  there  and  not  (Hie  word  have  we 
heard  frtxn  him  to  justify  this  most  amaz- 
ing, this  unexampled,  this  treacherous 
change  of  front.  He  says  very  little  now. 
There  is  a  wisdom  in  silence  which,  had 
the  honorable  and  learned  gentleman  learnt 
it  earlier,  would  have  served  his  purpose 
admirably  to-day.  Had  he  been  silent 
when  he  spolM,  or  had  he  spoken  when  he 
remained  silent,  he  would  have  commended 
himself  more  to  the  people  of  Australia 
than  he  has  done.  But  tus  eloquence  and 
his  inconsistency  have  been  his  undoing. 
The  honorable  and  learned  gentleman  has 
promised  much,  and  he  has  done  nothing. 
He  said — 

Speaking  for  those  whom  I  have  bad  thehooout 
of  coDsuUing  to-day,  and  who,  I  should  inform 
you,  sir,  have  paid  me  the  honour  of  electing  me 
their  leader,  I  am  charged  to  extend  to 
the  Govern  meat  the  assurance  that  the  Opposition 
propose  to  extend  to  them  the  utmost  fair  play. 
We  feel  that  the  tasks  which  they  have  shouldered 
merit  forbearance,  and  we  hope  that  they  will 
receive  it. 

"  We  hope  that  they  will  receive  it." 

Sir  John  Forkest. — There  was  too 
much  generosity  that  time. 

Mr.  Watson. — We  expected  that  from 
the  right  honorable  member. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— There  is  the  expression 
of  a  hope  which  has  borne  dead  sea  fruit. 
We  have  had  more  fair  play  from  honorable 
members  who  have  opposed  us  openly  than 
we  have  had  from  the  honorable  and  learned 
gentleman.  The  country  is  now  asked  to 
believe  that  these  gentlemen  are  sincere,  and 
earnestly  desire  to  improve  the  Bill — and 
may  believe  it  if  it  does  not  know  the 
truth — and  honorable  members  opposite  are 
relying  upon  this,  knowing  that  the  press 
will  not  give  publicity  to  the  facts-  ■  — 

Mr.  Watson. — Hear,  hear.  Norepwts. 
Despicable  journalism. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— Here,  for  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  the  world,  the  Labour 
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Party  have  had  an  opportunity  to  adminis-  I 
ter  the  public    Departments.      For  three  | 
months  we  have  been  in  oflSce,  and,  as  the  I 
honorable  and  learned  gentleman  said,  wc 
have  shouldered  its  respcHisibilities.  Let 
the  honorable  and  learned  gentleman  say  | 
whether  we  have  failed  in  carrying  out  any  | 
one  of  those  responsibilities.  But  let  any 
honorable  member  say  so  fairly,  and  not  in  j 
this  contemptible  back-handed  fashion.    If  | 
we  were  accused  openly,  we  might  fight  our 
opponents  fairly,  but   we   have   not  the 
chance  to  do  sa    The  House  is  asked  to 
believe  that  honorable  members  opposite 
are  actuated  in  this  matter  by  the  most 
patriotic  and  honorable  motives.    I  wish 
to  deal  with  those  who  profess  to  believe 
that  the  Conciliation  and  ArMtration  Bill 
now  before  the  House  is  in  no  danger  in 
the  hands  of  the  honorable  members  oppo- 
site;  Let  us  see  who  sit  opposite.  Amwigst 
them  are  one  or  two  honorable  members 
who   have  ccnnmitted   themselves   to  the 
principle  of  compulsory   conciliation  and 
arbitration ;   some  by   words,   others  by 
actions,  and  others  by  hustings  pledges, 
which,    unfortunately    for    them,  they 
cannot  go  back  upon.     They  are  cwn- 
mitted  to  stand  by  this  great  principle. 
I  propose  to  deal  with  those  hcwKM-able 
members.    There  is  my  friend  the  honOT- 
able  member  for  Robertsai.    He  believes 
in  this  principle. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis.— In  what  principle? 

Mr.  HUGHES.— In  the  principle  of 
compulsory  arbitration.  Does  the  •  hraior- 
able  monber  wish  to  withdraw  that  ? 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — I  have  never  said 
so. 

Mr.  HUGHES. — The  honorable  member 
has  never  said  so!  All  I  have  to  say  to 
that  is  that  the  honorable  member  sup- 
ported the  principle  on  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill,  and  he  has  never  raised  his 
voice  against  it.  He  has  voted  consistently 
in  favour  of  it,  and  I  recollect  that  he  voted 
for  the  inclusion  of  the  railway  servants. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — That  is  the  only 
thing  I  did.  I  said  that  I  would  do  so, 
and  I  kept  my  promise. 

Mr.  HUGHES. — Quite  so.  Here  is 
an  extraordinary  situation.  The  honorable 
member  has  had  many  hours  and  many 
days  in  which  to  explain  his  position,  but 
until  I  make  this  ronark,  he  does  not  think 
it  worth  while  to  breaJc  through  the  fetters 
by  which  he  has  been  bound  in  coramcMi 
with  other  honorable  members  sitting  op- 
>e,  not  by  a  decision  given  in  a  caucus 


in  which  all  men  are  free  to  speak,  and 
bound  only  by  the  decision  of  the  majo 
but  where  one  man's  voice  aiul  one  m 
eye  swamps  all  their  names.  Now  the  i 
orable  member  wishes  under  co\*r  of 
interjection  to  get  in  a  speech  which  t 
is  yet  ample  opportunity  for  him  to  del: 

Mr.  H^qry  Willis. — I  kept  a  pro 
which  I  gave. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  will  deal  with 
honorable  member.    He  claims  that  he; 
never  said  that  he  was  in  favour  of  c 
pulsory  conciliation  and  arbitration, 
voted  to  include  the  railway  men.  1 
the  tuHiorable  member  mean  to  say 
he  voted  to  include  the  railway  men 
principle  and  in  a  measure  in  whiH 
does  not  believe? 

(Mr.  Henry  Willis. — I  assisted 
amend  the  Bill  that  was  carried  on 
second  reading. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  —  Why  the  bono 
member  signed  the  railway  men's  platl 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — 1  made  a  ( 
and  I  kept  it. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  —  The  honorabie 
learned  member,  or  I  should  say  the  h 
able  and  unfortimate  member,  sign-n 
pledge  of  the  railway  men's  platfonn. 

Mr.  Henhy  Willis. — Let  the  bono 
and  learned  member  produce  it. 

Mr.  Watson. — We  can  produce  it. 
.  Mr.   Hutchison. — Does    the  bono 
member  deny  it  ? 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — ^Let  the  hoi;-- 
and  learned  member  produce  tlie 
pledge.     I  say  he  cannot  produce  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  must  ask  th.-  1.. 
able  member  for  Robertscm  not  lo  i 
rupt.  He  will  be  at  liberty  to  spea 
he  pleases,  later,  but  he  is  not  at  lit 
to  interrupt  the  Minister  of  Extern..! 
fairs. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Produce  the 
pledge. 

t     Mr.  Kelly. — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
Are  we  discussing  clause  48  of  I  he  ' 

.  ciliation  and  ArbitraticHi  Bill,  or  thr 

'  tion  whether  certain  honorable 
have  signed  a  pledge  concerning  a  ■  ' 
not  under  discussicm  at  the  present  t-l-ri 
Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  understand  tra 
gument  of  the  Minister  of  External  Ar 
to  be  that  the  measure  under  discussi-T, 
pends  upon  two  principles,  its  being  < 

'  pulsory  and  its  containing  preferemi 
imicMiists,  and  that  these  two  principirsi 
inseparable.  The  honorable  and  l-^^ 
£«entleman  is,  l^f^^&^T^l,  within 
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ing  those  principles  in  con- 
amendment  which  deals 
m. 

S. — It  is  an  admirable  il- 
were  needed,  of  the  truth 
Kn  saying,  and  of  the  an- 
ile members  c^posite  not  to 
and  not  to  face  the  issue, 
gh  I  say  something  which 
irrow  limits  of  the  motion 
House,  we  have  an  honor- 
o  desires  to  further  restrict 
the  House  to  say  what  is 
the  honorable  member  for 
:onnexion  with  clause  48, 
en  his  name  at  the  foot 
•like  that  which  I  hold  in 
ving  given  his  solemn  and 
se,  at  a  public  meeting  or 
)te  for  it? 

ViLLis. — I  did  not  sign  the 
hich   the    honorable  and 

refers,  nor  did  I  say  at 
g  that  I  would  sign  it.  I 
which  the  honorable  and 

cannot  produce. 

Lyne. — What  about  the 
low? 

iS. — I  have  to  deal  with  a 
lorable  members,  of  whom 
lember  for  Robertson  is  one 
ffenders,  and  therefore,  as 
I  hope  that  I  may  be  per- 
inue  without  interruption, 
asked  if  he  was  in  favour 
^Conciliation  and  Arbitration 
luld  apply  to  public  ser- 
en  he  said  in  a  letter,  or 

way  

Willis. — ^The  honorable 
ember  does  not  know  what 

ALD. — We  have  the  letter ; 
le  member  cannot  deny  it. 
IE6.— Did    the  honorable 
L  promise,  either  in  writing, 
■  way? 

Wims. — I  voted  for  the 

ES. — At  the  time  the  honor- 
lade  the  promise  to  support 
Ls  there  not  in  it  clause  48,  as 
e  the  proviso  of  the  honor- 
id  member  for  Corinella  was 
'  The  honorable  member 
fitted  himself  by  a  definite 
port  that  clause.  The  honor- 
face  proves  that  he  has  a 
)  it  is  pricking  him  now,  so 


that  he  cannot  sit  quiet  any  longer.  He  will 
not  allow  his  leader  to  any  longer  bind  his 
tongue.  And  when  I  have  finished,  he 
will  have  his  opportunity.  Having  voted 
to  include  the  railway  servants  in  the  Bill, 
which  provided  for  giving  them  preference 
if  they  were  unionists,  he  is  now  about  to 
vote  against  a  motion  to  allow  of  the  re- 
discussion  of  this  clause.  The  party  with 
whom  he  will  vote  cannot  have  a  greater 
majority  than  two,  and  to  secure  that  ma- 
jority, the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Angas,  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Wannon,  the  honorable  member  for 
North  Sydney,  the  honorable  member  for 
Kooyong,  the  honorable  member  for  Flin- 
ders, the  honorable  member  for  Wilmot, 
the  honorable  member  for  Grampians,  the 
honorable  member  for  Gippsland,  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Oxley,  and  other  hon- 
orable gentlemen,  all  of  whom  are  opposed 
to  the  principles  of  the  Bill,  have  to  be 
reckoned.  After  having  solemnly  pro- 
mised to  include  the  railway  servants  in  a 
Bill  which  gave  them  preference,  under 
clause  48,  the  honorable  member  for  Robert- 
son is  now  about  to  deliberately  prevent 
them  from  getting  that  prefjerence,  and  to 
cast  a  vote  to  slay  the  measure  which  he 
promised  to'  support. 

Mr.  McLean. — If  the  honorablie  and 
learned  gentleman  says  that  I  am  an  op- 
ponent of  compulsory  arbitration,  his  state- 
ment is  not  true ;  and  he  knows  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Honorable  members 
are  again  distinctly  disregarding  the  Stand- 
ing Orders.  I  have  to  ask  the  honorable 
member  for  Gippsland  to  withdraw  the  re- 
mark that  something  said  by  the  Minister 
of  Home  Affairs  was  untrue. 

Mr.  McLean, — I  withdraw,  in  deference 
to  your  ruling,  Mr.  Speaker ;  but  every 
one  in  this  Chamber  knows  that  I  have 
supported  the  principle  of  compulsory  arbi- 
tration, both  in  this  House  and  before  my 
constitutents. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  am  very  glad  to  hear 
it.  All  I  can  say  is  that  there  are  various 
ways  of  supporting  a  measure,  and  the  hon- 
orable member  has  been  unfortunate  in  the 
method  which  he  has  selected.  I  withdraw 
his  name,  and  substitute  for  it  the  name  of 
the  honorable  member  for  New  England, 
and  that  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Parkes. 

Mr.  Spence. — And  that  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Lang. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I'he  alteration  will 
salve  the  honorable  member's  feelings,  and 
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will  suit  my  purpose  very  well,  sinoe  1  -ex- 
change one  for  three.  At  the  same  time,  if 
the  honorable  member  for  Robertson  will 
read  the  speeches  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Gippsland  to  the  council  of  the  railway 
men  in  his  electorate,  he  will  know  wh^ber 
they  will  believe  that  in  trusting  the  mea- 
sure to  the  hands  of  so  stalwart  a  sup- 
porter he  was  doing  what  he  promised 
to  do. 

Mr.  McWiLLZAUs. — ^The  railway  mm  do 
not  run  Australia. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— If  they  do  believe  that, 
the  honorable  member  for  Robertson  will 
still  have  to  explain  why  he  voted  with  men 
like  the  honorable  member  for  New  England 
and  the  honorable  and  learned  membu-  for 
Parkes,  who  have  openly  declared  that  they 
are  opposed  to  the  measure,  root  and  branch. 
My  honorable  friend  is  voting  with  others 
to  displace  a  Government  urhose  mendxrs 
are  pledged  to  carry  out  this  principle,  and 
who  could  not  remain  in  office  for 'twenty- 
four  hours  if  they  dared  to  do  one  of  the 
things  which  honor^^le  members  opposite 
are  doing  every  day.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Robertson  could  not  have  got  the 
votes  of  the  railway  men  in  his  electorate 
if  he  bad  not  pretended  that  he  wag  in 
fa\our  of  bringing  them  within  "thy  scope  of 
the  Bill.  I  ask  him,  then,  if  he  is  voting 
as  he  said  he  would  vote  P  Is  he  voting  as 
his  constituents,  whom  be  is  deceiving  and 
abandoning,  whom  he  is  sacrificing  on 
the  altai  of  part)  and  self-seeking, 
thought  he  would  vote?  Self-seeking  is  a 
characteristic  which  marks,  with  one  excep- 
tion, those  who  sit  on  the  front  Opposition 
bench ;  and  as  it  required  more  than  one 
righteous  man  to  save  the  cities  of  old,  so 
I  think  it  will  take  more  than  one  to  leaven 
such  a  lump  as  I  now  see  before  me.  I 
come  now  to  the  honorable  member  for 
South  Sydney,  who  is  most  appropriately 
sitting  liext  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Robertson.  He  is  in  favour  of  the  mea- 
sure. He  has  voted  for  it,  and  believes 
in  its  principles.  He  got  the  suppcut  of 
the  railway  men,  and  cast  a  vote  to  allow 
them  to  be  included  in  the  measure.  Un- 
less he  gets  their  votes  at  the  next  elec- 
tions, he  cannot  be  returned  to  this  Par- 
liament. No  man  knows  better  than  he 
does  that  what  I  say  is  perfectly  true ; 
that  he  must  justify  his  a}nduct  to  those 
whom  he  promised  to  include  in  a  measure 
which  provides  for  preference  to  unionists. 
He  never  ventured  to  raise  his  voice  against 
that  principle  when  before  his  constituents. 
He  must  justify  to  them  the  fact  that  he  is 


voting  with  a  party  having  only  a  maw 
of  two,  and  composed  of  at  Least  thiit 
members  who  are  against  the  measure, 
and  branch.     The  honaral^  and  le2: 
member  for  Wannon  has  bad  the  poli 
consistency  and  pluck  to  say  thai  he  is 
posed  to  it.     He  did  not  creep  and  c 
for  the  votes  of  the  unionists,  and  he 
the  House  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  i 
sure,  lock,  stock,  and  barrel.  There 
be  thirteen  of  these  amiable  individua 
the  majority  against  the  Govemnent, 
the  honorable  member  for  South  S« 
proposes  to  vote  with  them,  in  order  to 
the  Government  out  of  office,  and  lo 
vent  the  railway  men  from  getting  vhi 
promised  to  secure  for  them.     Yet  n 
not  hear  a  word  from  him  and  ath^t 
orable   members    in    explanation  of 
amazing  change  of  front.     In  some  ea 
countries,  those  who  are  suspected  of  t 
are  required  to  walk  before  the  detas 
and  are  given  a  mouthful  of  rice, 
guilty  parties,  whose  Hps  are  parched 
fear,  caused  by  the  consciousness  of  g 
cannot  secrete  sufficient  saliva  to  ch<  w 
grain,  and  thereby  stand  condemned, 
honorable  members  opposite  are  unabi 
raise  their  voices  to  explain  why  ihey 
thus  changed  their  plans.    They  either 
not  or  dare  not  speak. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. — I  could  speilc 
hours  in  defence  of  my  attitude  j  bu! 
the  Government  wish  to  be  kept  heit 
another  week? 

Mr.  HUGHES. — The  honorable  mer 
may  be  able  to  speak  for  hours ;  bu:  t 
could  speak  for  years  he  could  not  exp 
away  his  present  conduct.     He  has 
other  place  a  colleague  who  once  spoke 
several  hours  at  a  stretch,  and  it  w 
probably  be  difficult  for  the  honorable  m 
ber  to  beat  him ;  but  if  the  honorable  irj 
ber  were  gifted  with  ten  times  that  f<j| 
of  speech,  he  could  not  explain  away 
simple  fact  that  he  now  proposes  to  | 
with  tiiirteen  oppcments  of  the  measorj 
secure  a  majority  of  two  against  the 
vemment. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — Thirteen  is 
devil's  number. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — The  honorable 
learned  gentleman  is  not  the  absolute  ji: 
of  other  honorable  members.  Then 
another  tribunal. 

Mt.  hughes.— I  am  bis  accuser, 
his  judge.  His  constituents  are  his  juii:- 

Mr.  Kellt, — ^Why  does  not  the  her 
able  and  learned  gentleman  ^>eak  to 
constituents  ? 
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r.  Watsom. — We  shall  do  sa 
r.  HUGHES. — Honorable  memben 
not  be  afraid  that  the  Govonment  will 
m  jpi^eal  to  the  judges  of  all.  We 
not  a.ppeal  to  men  vho  have  first 
our  hands,  and  thai,  abashed  and 
DoJ  of  their  tactics,  keep  their  own 
is  closed.    We  shall  not  appeal  to 
L  but  to  the  pet^le  outside,  who,*  in 
'M  everything,  have  that  sense  of  fair 
'~.]ich  aWrays  brings  home  to  those 
i.iate  its  principles  the  consequences 
iur  wnmg-doing. 

i.  G.  6.  Edwakds. — I  have  violated  no 

i  HUGHES. — The  honorable  member 
brcM^en  his  pledge;  he  has  abandoned 
icsr.  He  proposes  to  betray  those  upon 
K  credulous  belief  he  got  into  Farlia- 

r.  G.  B.  Edwabds. — I  do  not. 
t.  HUGHES. — From  such  a  galaxy  as 
tsented  by  honorable  members  opposite, 
hshafes'whom  to  select.  Take  the 
■ri.z\z  member  for  Parramatta,  who 
the  whole  of  this  discussion  has  said 
RZ.  There  is  wisdtxn,  the  wisdom  of 
rrrent,  of  Satan  himself  j  because  what- 
;  .le  haid  said  would  have  exposed  him 
incTitable  consequences  of  his  in- 
utency.  The  honorable  member  is  op- 
f-:  to  preference  to  unionists.  He  is  in- 
r^iiXv  in  favour  of  excluding  trade 
lis  from  the  discussion  of  politics.  He 
ber.iiely,  without  any  provocation  at  all, 
:td  to  vote  against  the  modification 
:h  the  Government  accepted  from  the 
honorable  and  leaAied  member  for 
liig  Downs.  He  is  against  allowing 
rtb  ei-ea  to  register  under  clause  62. 
J  >et  everything  that  that  honorable  mem- 

izs  ever  achieved  in  puUic  life,  the  posi- 
a  he  holds  in  puUic  Kfe  to-day,  be  owes 
laicniam.  If  thoe  is  in  this  Parliament 
:  A.0  should  vote  against  the  attempt  of 

h  -ncMable  and  learned  member  for  Cori- 
to  prevent  the  discussion  of  this  mea- 
it  is  the  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
Ka.  who,  by  virtue  of  his  past  history, 
nrtiK  of  the  faithful  and  unswerving 
dance  that  has  been  given  him  by  those 
m  he  now  proposes  to  throw  over,  should 
;iart  the  principles  of  the  Bill. 
<U.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  Minister  is  a 
id  judge  c£  Io>-alty. 

Sir  Wn-UAM  Ltnz. — Was  not  the  faon- 
ible  member  for  Parramatta  race  the 
I'^ei  of  the  Laboiff  Party  in  New  South 
ales? 


Mr.  HUGHES.— The  honorable  member 
was  in  the  New  South  Wales  Parlianeirt 
at  the  time  when  the  Indostrial  Concilia- 
tion and  Arbitration  Bill  was  under  dis- 
cussion. That  Bill  contained  a  clause 
which  gave  preference  to  unionists  without 
qualification  of  any  kind.  The  honor- 
able member  then  bad  an  opportunity  to 
express  his  (pinion  with  regard  to  that 
'principle.  Did  he  then  vote  against  pre- 
ference  to  unionists,  or  say  one  word  against 
it?  No,  he  covered  the  Bill  with  eulogy, 
and  said  it  was  an  admirable  measure. 

Mr.  Wekstee. — He  was  then  dependmt 
upon  the  miners  of  Lithgow. 

Rlr.  Joseph  Cook.— He  depends  on 
them  now,  and  will  get  their  support  The 
honorable  member  need  make  no  mistake 
about  that. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— No  doubt  the  honor- 
able member  will  obtain  a  lot  of  support 
from  them;  but  there  is  one  thing  he  can 
never  do.  He  can  never  rid  himself  of 
the  fact  that  be  proposes  now  to  throw 
over  those  very  people  upon  whose  shoulders 
he  has  climbed  up.  Why,  the  honorable 
member  who  now  has  nothing  biSt  contempt 
to  pour  upon  the  Labour  Party  climbed 
into  political  life  on  their'  shouI(lers.  He 
was  the  leader  of  the  first  Labour  Party 
in  the  New  South  Wales  Parliament,  and 
stood  by  the  principle  of  compulsory  arbi- 
tration thirteen  years  ago. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  Minister  is 
quite  wrong. 

Mr.  HUGHES.—!  am  quite  right,  and 
no  mere  wo|y]  of  the  honorable  member  will 

make  me  quite  wrong. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Then  why  did  the 
Labour  Party  rub  me  out  ten  years  ago? 
Because  I  would  not  sign  the  party  pledge. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— If  that  be  an  answer 
to  what  I  have  said,  the  Deity  Himself 
mig^  stand  condemned,  because  He  has 
not  destroyed  Satan.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber, with  his  wiles,  and  his  turns,  and  his 
tricks,  and  his  subterfuges^  and  his  appeals 
for  votes  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  must  ask  the  Min- 
ister to  withdraw  his  last  remarks.  They 
are  quite  unparliamentaiv  as  applied  to  the 
conduct  of  an  honorable  member. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— Very  well,  I  withdraw 
them.  The  honorable  member,  by  those 
methods  which  are  known  to  him  and  to 
those  like  him,  has  managed  to  temporarily 
evade  the  consequences  of  his  sins.  There 
stands  behind  him  a  press,  without  whose 
aid  he  could  never  for  a  moment  hope  to 
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come  into  Parliament  again.  What  did  he 
say  in  the  New  South  Wales  Parliament 
in  1899  with  regard  to  the  Conciliation 
and  Arbitration  Bill? — 

The  Bill  was  intended  to  recognise  trade  unions 
— its  basis  was  the  recognition  of  trade  unions~ 
therefore,  it  seemed  to  him  we  would  not  depart 
from  the  spirit  of  the  measure  by  making  it 
penal  for  an  employer  to  discharge  any  employ^ 
simply  because  he  was  a  trade  unionist. 

He  moved  an  amendment  to  clause  26, 
which  was  intended  to  encourage  trade 
unionism,  and  that  was  agreed  to.  He 
said — 

The  introduction  of  the  Bill  indicates  a  dis- 
tinct step  away  from  the  regions  of  prejudice,  of 
irritation,  and  of  bad  feeling,  and  towards  those 
ideals  of  justice  and  reason,  which  we  hope  will 
eventually  dominate  our  economical  life.  May 
I  say,  too,  that  it  seems  to  me  that  this  proposal 
means  for  labour  (organUed  labour  particularly) 
a  more  honorable  place  and  recognition  than  it 
has  hitherto  received.  .  .  .  The  Bill  seems  to 
me  to  make  distinctly  in  the  direction  of 
peace — not  of  peace  at  any  price — ^but  of  peace 
with  honour  to  both  sides.  .  .  .  The  Bill  will  lay 
the  foundation  of  a  steady,  busy,  and  prosperous 
future  for  all  those  engaged  in  our  industrial 
occupations. 

The  honorable  member  will  wish  before  very 
long,  that  it  is  merely  my  finger,  and  not 
the  ballot-paper,  that  is  being  pointed 
against  him. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  atsolutely  do  not 
care  about  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber, or  anything  he  can  do. 

Mr.  HUGHES. — In  the  honorable  mem- 
bet's  district  a  union  recently  appealed 
to  ihe  New  South  Wales  Arbitra- 
tion Court,  and  obtained  preference. 
That  preference  was  secured  under 
circumstances  which  the  luHiorable  mem- 
ber is  now  proposing  to  render  impos- 
sible under  this  Bill.  The  honorable 
member  assented  to  this  measure  during  the 
last  Parliament,  and  to  the  principles  un- 
derlying it  in  the  1899  Parliament  of  New 
South  Wales,  and  yet  he  now  proposes  to 
vote  against  the  Bill,  and  even  against  giv- 
ing honorable  members  an  opportunity  to 
discuss  it,  because  his  leader  has  decided 
that  he  mtist  do  so.  Scxne  honorable 
members  speak  about  the  tyranny  of  the 
caucus.  What  caucus?  The  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta,  when  he  was  in 
our  caucus,  at  any  rate  

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  never  was  in  the 
Minister's  caucus. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber  was  in  a  caucus. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  untrue. 

Mr.  Thomas. — It  is  quite  true.  If  the 
honorable  member  had  not  been  offered  the 


position    of    Postmaster-General  in 
South  Wales  he  would  have  been  a  t 
ber  of  the  Labour  Party  to-day. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order.  The  ti 
able  member  for  Parramatta  has  stated 
a  remark  made  by  the  Miiusta 
untrue,'  and  I  must  ask  him  to  trith 
the  expression.  At  the  same  time,  1 1 
that  there  was  some  provocaticxi  08 
and  I  think  the  Minister  will  do  m 
avoid  any  reference  to  caucuses. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  absolutely 
draw  my  remark,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  si 
wish  to  say  that  no  one  knows  better 
the  Minister  that  what  be  is  saying  1 
solutely  incorrect. 

Mr.  HUGHES.--A1I  I  know  is  tbi 
honorable  member  was  the  leader  at 
Labour  Party  in  New  South  Wales  i 
1890  Parliament,  and  that  the  party 
then  governed  by  caucus,  as  it  evet 
been. 

Mr.  Thomas. — The  honorable  me 
was  offered  the  position  of  Poslmi 
General  in  the  New  South  Wales  Go 
ment  

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — Did  he 
billet? 

Mr.  Thouas. — Yes ;  and  he  would 
been  with  us  to-day  but  for  that. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— It  is  very  extraordi 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Parratn 
who  has  always  been  recognised  by  his 
low  unionists  as  a  man  to  be  relied  0 
matters  of  trade  unionism,  and  from  « 
speeches  in  the  New  South  Wales  Pa 
ment  when  the  measure  upon  which  this 
is  founded  was  under  discussion,  I  ) 
read  extracts,  should  now  propose  in 
against  the.  very  principles  of  the  mt.u 
and  to  vote  against  even  affording  ho 
able  members  an  opportunity  to  discus 
and  should,  at  the  same  time,  not  thin 
worth  while  to  get  up  here  and  n] 
why  he  has  changed  his  opinion,  v.h\ 
has  abandoned  his  principles.  Very  li 
honorable  membn'S.  oppodte  will  yet 
that  it  is  advisable  to  say  a  few  word$ 
order  to  explain,  or  to  excuse,  if  the\ 
not  explain,  their  very  extraordinan- 
tude.  They  have  set  us  an  admirallf 
ample  of  silence,  and  they  would  have  t 
verv  glad  if  we  had  closed  our  raouth 
well  as  they  have  closed  their  own. 
we  are  not  to  be  denied  some  opportu 
of  pointing  out  to  the  people  of  this 
try  exactly  the  position  occupied  by  i. 
honorable  members.  I  accuse  the  ho 
able  member  for  Parramatta,  who,  as  I 
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(  been  a  trade  union  official 
t  him  wrang^  I  apologize 


Ai  I  have 


Kr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  do  not  want  the 
Ks:e?s  apologies- 

t.  HUGHES. — He  has  been  a  mem 
of  tbe  Labour  Party — if  I  have  done 
lan  injustice  I  apt^ogize.  He  has  led 
!Labour  Party  of  New  South  Wales,  and 
iilwaji  been  in  favour  of  the  principle 
(KDpulsory  arbitraticMX 
li.  Joseph  Cook.  —  I  was  cxxmected 
U  Labour  Party  in  whidi  the  Mini- 
tdid  not  believe  at  all. 
Ii  HUGHES. — The  honorable  mem- 
lis  TToi*£.  I  did  believe  in  the  Labour 
in,  bat  I  did  not  believe  in  the  h<xioi- 
ie  monber.  I  stood  upon  the  sam3 
tfonn  as  the  Labour  Party,  and  the 
hence  between  myself  and  the  honor- 
kaember  is  that  I  have  adhered  to  il, 
k  be  has  abandoned  it.  If  the  honor- 
k  xxmber  will  otmsider  where  he 
li  in  1890,  and  where  he  stands 
hy,  he  will  see  that  between  the 
» positions  there  is  a  chasm  as  wide 
hfcil,  a  chasm  that  cannot  be  bridged  bv 
!  paltry  excuses  he  now  seeks  to  make. 
I  him  justify  to  the  deluded  men  in  his 
liic:  his  vote  in  support  of  a  party  which 
htases  thirteen  bmnrable  members  who 
1  apposed  tooth  and  nail  to  the  whole 
■^le  of  the  BilL  Let  him  explain 
I  if  he  can. 

Nr.  Joseph  Cook — ^Terrible  1 

Hr.  Mahon. — It  is  terrible  for  tbe  hon- 

bJ£  member. 

Wr.  HUGHES.— I  believe  that  the  hon- 
it^  member  for  Lang  is  against  *he 
Kiple  of  tbe  Bill.     I  include  him  as 
^deodum,  and  that  tmngs  the  number 
■i^  opponents  of  the  mea&ure  up  to 
sTficn.    The  number  is  none  the  less 
(teky  because  it  is  fourteen  instead  of 
iven.   There  are  fourteen  men  who  are 
kKtd  to  this  measure,  lock,  stock,  and 
fcl.  and  yet  the  honorable  member  for 
traoatta  proposes  to  bring  them  into 
tv.     Al  the  same  time,  he  will  try  to 
I'-iade  those  credulous  and  unhappy  men 
5.-5  district  that  he  is  still  in  favour  of 
ipulsOTy  arbitration,  and  that  he  would 
%  ibem  preference.      If  be  succeeds, 
«\11  ac^eve  a  great  victory.    If  he 
4  done  and  had  not  the  advantages  cf 
i^and  tbe  press  behind  him,  be  would 
V(b  it.     The  right  honorable  gentle- 
"^tbe  bead  of  one  of  the  sections  cf 
^poiiticni  says  that,  if  he  comes  ir.to 
'^■h&  will  take  up  the  Bill  where  it  was 
^  and  will  go  on  with  it.    I  think 


we  m»y  well  aa;ept  that  statement  without 
qualification.  The  right  honorable  gentle- 
man would  go  on  with  anything.  1  want 
to  put  a  question  to  the  honorable  member 
for  Dalley,  the  only  representative  of  New 
South  Wales  in  the  Opposition  who  had 
suflkient  courage  to  emancipate  him- 
self even  temporarily  from  t^e  shackles  of 
that  caucus,  of  that  party  discipline, 
which  is  iron  in  its  nature,  rigid 
and  unyielding,  and  which  seems  to 
deaden  and  paralyze  even  the  brightest  and 
most  virile  of  the  members  of  that  party. 
The  honorable  member  has  told  us  that  he 
intends  to  vote  against  the  Government, 
because  we  are  not  prepared  to  restore  the 
clause  to  its  original  form,  but  propose 
rather  to  insert  an  amendment,  which  we 
consider  will  have  the  effect  that  we  de- 
sire. Although  he  candidly  admits  that 
the  amendment  carried  on  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Corinella  really,  de- 
stroys the  Bill,  he  intends  to  vote  against 
the  motion  for  the  recommittal  of  the 
clause.  In  these  circumstances  I  wish  to 
know  whether,  if  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  E  ast  Sydney  comes  into  power, 
and,  takes  up  this  measure,  and  we  move 
the  recommittal  of  the  clause,  the  honorable 
member  will  vote  for  us  or  against  us? 
Will  he  vote  to  reoxnmit  the  clause  or  not? 
That  is  a  conundrum.  I  leave  him  to  think 
over  the  question.  The  hcmorable  member 
who  believes  in  compulsory  arbitration,  who 
hat.  given  us  a  generous  support,  and  has  beeik 
the  only  member  of  the  Opposition  to  give 
us  that  fair  play  which  we  were  promised^ 
is  now  pledged  to  support  a  party  com- 
prising fourteen  persons,  who  are  op- 
posed to  this  principle,  and  would  not  have 
it  at  any  price.  Incidentally,  I  may  add 
that  that  party  is  opposed  to  every  plank 
in  the  platform  on  which  he  stood  at  the 
last  electicxi,  and  on  which,  indeed,  be  has 
stood  during  the  whole  of  his  parliamentary 
career.  How  is  he  to  explain  his  incon- 
sistency to  his  electors?  I  have  nothing 
more  to  say  to  the  honorable  member.  Up 
to  the  present  he  has  given  us  good 
support ;  but  now,  at  the  eleventh  hour,  he 
finds  himself,  I  suppose,  like  the  one  soli- 
tary animal  upon  whom  the  clanging 
doors  of  the  ark  were  about  to 
close,  anxious  to  get  inside  with 
the  indescribables.  He  proposes  to 
go  with  them,  and  to  abandon  that  line 
of  consistent  conduct  which  he  has  hitherto 
courageously  pursued.  I  shall  now  deal 
with  the  other  members  of  the  Opposition, 
but   shall  except  from  my  /criticimi^e 
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honorable  member  for  Moira,  who  is  the  only 
one  in  the  party  in  favour  of  the  principle 
of  oompulsory  arbitration,  whose  attitiule 
on  this  clause  I  can  under&tand.  He  has 
explained  it,  and  I  am  perfectly  satisfied 
with  his  explanation. 

Mr.  Malonev. — He  was  man  enough  to 
speak. 

Mr.  HUGHES.~He  is,  apparently,  the 
only  man  who  has  the  courage  to  say  any- 
thing on  the  point.  Others  who  are  in 
favour  of  the  principle,  but  are  going  to 
kill  it,  have  not  had  the  courage  to  utter 
one  solitary  word  on  this  motion.  The 
honorable  member  for  Moira,  however,  has 
never  professed  to  regard  this  measure  from 
our  stand-point  Compared  with  the  tu- 
multuous eloquence  of  the  honorable  member 
for  South  Sydney,  the  honorable  membCT 
for  Parramatta,  and  the  honorable  member 
for  Robertson,  his  speeches  have  never  sug- 
gested that  he  is  so  enthusiastic  a  sup- 
porter of  the  principle  as  we  are;  yet,  he 
has  mustered  up  enough  courage  to  explain 
why  he  proposes  to  take  a  certain  course. 
The  explanation  is  this:  that  he  is  the 
only  man  who  is  not  dragged  at  the  chariot 
wheels  of  the  party.  He  has  taken  up  his 
present  attitude  because  of  principle,  and 
of  principle  alone.  I,  of  course,  exclude 
from  my  criticism  of  the  Opposition  those 
who  are  opposed  to  the  principle  of 
the  Bill.  I  can  understand  their  atti- 
tude, and  have  no  objection  to  the 
course  which  they  propose  to  take. 
My  objrction  is  to  those  who  are 
in'favour  of  the  principle,  but  yet  propose 
to  kill  it,  although  they  have  not  the  courage 
to  openly  do  so.  Let  us  consider  the  Go- 
vernment proposition.  We  propose  that 
before  preference  shall  be  granted  to  the 
members  of  an  organization,  it  shall  be 
shown  that  the  organization  substantially  re- 
presents the  industry  affected.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Dalley  said  that  he  could 
tux.  regard  such  a  provision  as  satisfactory, 
and  that  the  introduction  of  the  words  "  sub- 
stantially rei>resents,"  would  have  the  eSect 
of  limitmgt  if  not  of  destroying  altogether 
the  usefulness  of  the  Bill.  I  wish  to  em- 
phasize the  point  that  the  proviso  which 
we  seek  to  insert  in  place  of  that  carried 
on  the  motion  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella  embodies  the  practice 
which  has  been  adopted  in  the  New  South 
Wales  Arbitration  Court,  and  which  has 
been  found  there  to  work  admirably.  Fur- 
ther, it  has  secured  the  indorsement  of  the 
late  Attorney-General  of  Xew  South  Wales, 


Mr.  B.  R.  Wise^  in  whom  the  hoiw 
and  learned  mea^ja  for  Ballarat  profi 
a  little  while  ago  to  fully  believ^e. 
Wise,  who  framed  the  New  South  V 
Coociliati(Ni  and  Arbitration  Bill,  an 
whose  judgment  and  knowledge  of  this 
ter  the  late  Prime  Minister  profess 
have  the  greatest  confidence,  is  in  faro 
the  proviso  which  we  seek  to  inseit. 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  £ 
rat,  in  moving  the  second  reading  xl 
Bill,  on  22nd  March  last,  said — 

I  am  perfectly  certain  that  the  qvctv'n 
the  right  hoaonble  mcmbte  for  Adelaide  f  :o 
Acting  Preniex  of  New  Soutk  Wales  wt-. 
rate,  and  I  venture  to  take  the  latter  thi 
authority  in  New  South  Wales.  .  .  . 

Mr.  STDNET  Smith.— We  do  not  tbia'i  li 
is  -Ae  best  authority  io  New  South  Wain. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— If  my  honorable  f  nendi 
more  impartial  they  would.  In  New  ZcaNn 
New  South  Wales,  where  Arbitration  Couni 
been  employed,  we  have  not  found  any 
tion  of  capital  or  employment.  On  the  ros 
we  have  found  in  both  countries  a  gratifrii: 
vance. 

Mr.  Watson. — With  preference. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— Yes.  The  tora 
and  leaued  member  oontinued—  j 

The  eiperience  is  than,  I  admit— i:  1 
final--but  so  far  as  it  goes  it  is  cntirek  i 
favour. 

After  eulogizing  the  priiKiple  of  pref<l 
which  Mr.  B,  R,  Wise  introduced  it 
New  South  Wales  Conciliation  and  As\ 
ti«i  Bill,  and  which  be  asked  this  K 
through  the  Government,  to  adopt,  tliA 
orable  and  learned  member  for  BaliarJ 
advocate  of  fair  play,  the  believer  i 
principle,  the  new  Messiah  who  was  foj 
lead  us  into  the  land  of  Canaan,  i^ 
against  it.    He  favours  the  h(HK>ralu 
learned  member  for  Corinella's  amend 
which,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten.  wou-'d 
vent  a  preference  being  granted,  on 
the  same  time,  he  would  hopelessly  sti 
any  opportunity  to  discuss  it.   What  i 
meaning  of  the  words  "  substantially  1 
sents,"  and  in  what  respect  do  they 
from  the  words  "a  majority,"  »hid 
embodied  in  the  clause  as  amende! 
majority  is  a  definite  fixed  quantity.  1 
very  many  cases  is  practically  ind 
of  proof.     It  leaves  no  discrkion  j 
Court,  whereas  the  words  *'  substaniiJi 
presents  ' '  would  give  a  discretion  to  i 
hcxiorablc  and  learned  member  fi>r 
tat  says  that  we  are  to  trust  the  Ci 
was  be  who  originated  that  phrase, 
now  proposes  to  hedge  about  the  aC 
the  Court  with  thisinn bood  of  resi 
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is  is  an  evidence  of  his  giv- 
oent  and  the  Bill  fair  play, 
rted  that  our  proposal  would 
Y)in  the  point  of  view  of  the 
right  honorable  member  for 
IS  said  that  we  have  sold 
ich  an  accusation,  coming 

of  such  a  party,  is  at  any 

any  significaiKe  which  it 
have.  The  members  of  that 
their  souls  and  abandoned 
inciples,  and  yet  ask 
mists  should  rely  upon 
it  I    content     myself  by 

remarks  made  on  this 
Ir.  Justice  Cohen,  who, 
nphatically,  is  an  impartial 
authority  on  whom  we  may 
lance.    In  dealing  with  a 

by  the  Hotel  Club  Cate- 
aurant  Employers'  Union 
J.  Adams,  he  said — 

ig  one  way  or  the  other,  but  in 
s  it  would  be  far  better,  if  the 
is  being  unduly  used  as  a  means 

harassing  employers,  that  the 

assisted  by  evidence  of  that, 
in  this  particular  case,  because 
but  from  general  statements  I 

that  this  preference  clause  ts 
ssing  the  employer  and  placing 
position  of  working  his  bosi* 
lid  be  much  better  if  the  Court 
)y  evidence  of  these  things.  .  .  . 
wn  knowledge  what  I  read,  time 
:tioDs   attributed  to  this  Court 

has  never  performed.  ...  I 
d  by  what  I  see  in  the  public 
leral  statements  are  made,  and 
tements  to  the  proof,  in  almost 

11  fail.  I  do  not  expect  any 
TO  will  work  with  perfect  har- 
tion  to  every  <Mie.  All  the  wi»- 
atuTC  has  not  formulated  a  law 
jectioQ  could  not  be  taken. 

these:  that  in  New  South 
ce  to  unionists,  without  qua- 
than  that  which  the  Court 
s  worked  satisfactorily  ;  and 
laticm  which  the  Court  has 
which  we  seek  to  provide  for 
mely,  that  preference  shall 
a  union  substantially  repre- 
y.  I  come  now  to  the  ques- 
lionists  do  substantially  re- 
jdes  in  which  imionism  can 
Dpose  to  quote  some  figures, 
jhlan's  Statistical  Register, 
effectually  dispose  of  the 
in  New  South  Wales  the 
,  minority.  They  show  that  the 
workers  in  New  South  Wales 
3,592,  and  that  in  callings 


where  no  unkms  are  to  be  found  there  are 
301,660  persons  engaged.  That  leaves  a 
balance  of  121,932  persons  who  can  come 
within  the  operation  of  this  clause.  The 
registered  unions  under  the  Conciliation  and 
Arbitration  Act  of  New  South  Wales  repre- 
sent 62,384,  leaving  59,548  persons  outside 
unions  in  callings  where  unions  exist.  These 
figures  conclusively  show  that  the  unionists 
substantially  represent  those  persons  engaged 
in  callings  in  which  unionism  exists  in  New 
South  Wales. 

Mr.  Kelly. — If  the  unions  have  a 
majority  in  New  South  Wales,  there  can  be 
no  objection  to  the  clause  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  Watson. — How  could  the  possession 
of  a  majority  be  proved  ? 

Mr.  Kelly. — The  honorable  and  learned 
member  has  just  proved  it. 

Mr.  Watson. — But  how  could  it  be 
proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court  ? 

Mr.  HUGHES. — Some  unions  may 
contain  not  only  a  majority  of  the 
employes  who  are  engaged  in  a  par- 
ticular industry,  but  the  whole  of  them, 
whilst  others  may  comprise  only  a  minority. 
By  no  twist  of  imagination  can  it  be  said 
that  a  minority  of  employes  "  substantially 
represents  "  any  industry,  except  where  it 
operates  within  a  district.  For  example,  a 
number  of  workmen  in  a  particular  industry 
may  constitute  a  majority  of  those  so  en- 
gaged within  a  district,  but  they  will 
constitute  a  minority  within  a  State. 
That  is  what  occurred  in  the  case 
of  the  Saddlers'  Union,  which  was 
cited  by  the  horxKable  and  learned  member 
for  WaimorL  He  declared  that  the  Union 
in  question  represented  only  a  minority  of 
those  engaged  in  the  industry.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  award  of  the  Court  was  in 
favour  of  the  saddlers  who  represented  a 
majority  of  those  engaged  in  the  trade 
within  the  district  in  which  the  award  was 
made  operative.  These  constituted  a  minor- 
ity of  the  employes  engaged  in  that  indii' 
try  within  the  State,  but  a  majority  withiii 
that  particular  district.  The  use  of  the 
words  "  substantially  represents  *'  would 
vest  the  Court  with  some  discretion,  whereas 
the  employment  of  the  words  "  a  majority  " 
would  confer  upon  it  no  discretion.  Fur- 
ther, it  would  be  practically  impossible  to 
demonstrate  that  even  within  a  small  area 
an  organization  represented  a  majority  of 
the  employes  in  any  particular  industry,  but 
within  the  extended  area,  which  would  be 
covered  by  a  Federal  Arbitration  Act,  it 
would  be  doubly  so.    I  do  not  know  that  1 
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need  say  any  mon.  I  am  satisfied  to  have 
placed  before  this  House  and  the  country 
the  position  taken  up  hy  a  number  of  h<m- 
orable  members  who  support  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Corinella.  Those  who  declare  that  they 
are  in  favour  of  this  Bill,  and  who  are  yet 
committed  to  a  course  of  action  which  is 
diametrically  opposed  to  their  professions — 
in  many  cases  to  their  actions — will  sooner  or 
later  have  to  answer  to  the  electors,  whom 
they  have  deceived.  Those  hcmorable  mem- 
bers who  are  determined  not  to  give  this  Go- 
vernment an  opportunity  to  defend  itself, 
and  to  justify  its  existence  by  permitting  a 
discussion  upon  the  merits  of  its  policy  or 
administration,  will  sooner  or  later  reap  the 
reward  of  their  own  narrow-minded  and 
underhanded  methods.  I  venture  to  think 
that  before  many  weeks  have  passed  those 
who  adopt  such  a  course  of  action  will  bit- 
terly regret  that  they  did  not  face  this  ques- 
tion fairly  and  as  men.  The  blow  which 
they. strike  to-day  will — if  it  be  effective — 
prove  their  undoing.  They  propose  to  strike 
with  the  stiletto  of  the  bravo,  instead 
of  coming  out  and  fighting  with  the 
broadsword  of  the  soldier.  They  in- 
tend to  do  something  which  they  are 
incapable  and  undesirous  of  justify- 
ing. I  venture  to  assert  that  when  they  are 
sitting  upon  the  Ministerial  side  of  the 
House  they  will  bitterly  regret  having  in- 
troduced into  this  Parliament}  where  decent 
politics  and  decoit  behaviour  have  hitherto 
been  the  rule,  methods  which  are  unworthy 
of  a  parish  vestry,  unworthy  of  any  body 
of  public  men  in  the  Empire,  and  which 
have  never  been  resorted  to  in  the  great 
mother  of  Parliaments.  In  spite  of  all  the 
provocation,  in  spite  of  all  the  Fury  of  ani- 
mosity which  has  been  lashed  to  the  wildest 
heights  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that 
body  has  never  descended  to  the  con- 
temptible depths  to  which  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  have  resorted.  They  have  in- 
augurated a  new  era.  It  is  the  singular 
fortune  of  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  that,  after  having  covered 
himself  with  temporary  glory  by  resigning 
his  position  as  Prime  ifinister  when  de- 
feated upon  a  detail  of  this  Bill,  he  should 
have  lent  himself  to  a  base,  treacherous, 
and  indefensible  action. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson).— I 
desire  to  make  a  personal  explanation.  The 
Minister  of  External  Affairs  stated  that  I 
have  not  respected  the  prcanises  which  I 
made  to  my  constituents  upon  the  Arbitra- 
tion Bill.  '  I  wish  to  say  that  all  through 


my  recent  campaign  I  never  ooci 
ferred  to  the  Conciliation  and 
traticm  Bill,  nor  was  I  aske 
single  question  within  my  elea 
in  regard  to  it,  so  little  was  the  in 
evinced  in  that  measure.  I  may  mt 
however,  that  I  did  receive  a  copy  o 
platform  of  the  Railway  League,  wh 
was  asked  to  sign.  I  was  infcHmed  U 
I  did  not  sign  it  its  members  would 
elude  that  I  was  not  in  favour  of  tt 
elusion  of  railway  servants  within 
scope  of  the  Bill.  I  did  not  sign 
platform.  Since  the  present  Goven 
assumed  office,  I  received  a  further 
munication  asking  me  if  I  would  su 
their  proposal.  I  acknowledged  tb 
ter,  but  made  no  promise.  I  shoult 
to  add  that  some  time  ago  I  wrote  a 
to  Mr.  HoUis  

Mr.  Thomas. — Was  that  before  thi 
election  or  after  it  ? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— It  was 
before  the  electi(Hi  took  place.  I  infc 
him  that  I  was  in  favour  of  makiof 
Bill  applicable  to  railway  servants,  i 
voted  in  that  direction.  When  I 
asked  by  the  leader  of  the  0] 
tion  if  I  would  support  a  coa'.iiion 
vernment,  I  stated  that  I  would  vc 
favour  of  bringing  railway  ser\-ants  i 
the  scope  of  this  measure  if  such  a  ! 
try  brought  forward  an  Arbltratiw 
I  think  that  my  course  of  omduct  hu 
very  consistent,  and  I  claim  that  I' 
never  once  deceived  my  constitueats, 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Panamafi 
Honorable  members  opposite  need  ha 
apprehension  whatever  th^  they 
drawn  the  badger.  I  am  not  to  be  I 
into  making  explanations  regarding 
position.  I  merely  wish  to  refer  t 
or  two  personal  matters  which  cone  i 
the  purview  of  this  debate.  I  cravi 
permission  of  the  House  to  refer  to  \ 
terjection  b^  the  honorable  memba 
Barrier,  which  has  been  repeated  9 
times,  and  which  has  caused  some  I 
able  members  to  labour  under  an  emir 
ooncepticHi  as  to  my  position.  I  coij 
that  the  honorable  member  who  h 
peated  that  interjection  is  familiar  wi 
whole  facts  of  the  case,  and  is  the 
aware  that  it  should  never  have  been 

Mr.  McDonald.- — Explain  who  nw 
The  honorable  member  has  accused 
body. 

Mr.     JOSEPH     COOK— Hen 
members  have  accused  me  of 
from   the   Labour^ Party  .to  jmi 
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t  master-General  in  the  Reid 
more  scandalous  statement 
I  uttered,  and  I  will  show 
le  six  months  I  was  the 
Labour  Party  in  the  New 
i^arliament.  I  was  not  the 
that  party,  as  the  Minister 
ffairs  has  told  the  House, 
was  the  first  leader.  After 
Ice  up,  we  formed  another 
idopted  a  programme  con- 
two  planks,  both  of  which 
;  been  passed  into  law.  I 
for  some  time.  Then  cer- 
Is  outside  of  Parliament 
with  what  is  known  as  the 
ledge.  The  present  Prime 
the  Minister  6f  External 
tiers,  repeatedly  came  to  the 
•  party,  and  requested  us  to 
ity  pledge.  I  declined  to  do 
y  party  to  it,  chiefly  on  the 
would  destroy  my  represen- 
Thereupon  they  formed 
outside  of  Parliament,  and 
he  Labour  Party  inside  the 
s  of  a  bogus  character, 
its  members  at  the  ensuing 
lonths  later.  They  endea- 
;  us  out  of  public  life  be 
ied  to  join  the  party  with 
pledge.  Months  after  these 
d  after  I  had  been  elected, 
of  their  opposition,  I 
)Osition  in  the  Reid  Govern- 
,t  time  I  was  unattached  to 
was  entirely  free  to  accept 
Postmaster-General,  or  any 
,al  office.  The  honorable 
tarrier  is  familiar  with  all 
id  I  complain  that  he  has 
t  to  misguide  the  House 
ctual    position    of  aifairs. 

of  External  Affairs  "also 
e  was  a  member  of  the 
vith  me.  That  is  quite  be- 
He  was  never  associated 
party.  I  never  signed  the 
party,  and,  therefore,  had 
er  to  do  with  it. 

. — Will  the  honorable  mem- 
w  he  left  the  Protectionist 

H  COOK.— In  reply  to  the 
the  honorable  member,  I 
at  I  never  belonged  to  the 
arty.  But  in  my  young 
knew  anything  about  poli- 
os, I  was  foolish  enough  to 


write  a  letter.  At  every  election  that  let- 
ter is  trotted  out  by  a  certain  newspaper, 
and  headed,  "  An  eloquent  tribute  to  pro- 
tection," although,  according  to  that  same 
newspaper,  everything  that  I  have  since 
written  is  "Tommy  Rot"  This  afternoon  the 
Minister  of  External  Affairs  made  a  charac- 
teristically bitter  personal  attack.  With 
all  kinds  of  contortions  and  circus  tricks, 
of  which  he  is  such  a  complete  master,  he 
gasconaded  round  the  table,  as  he  has  done 
many  times  of  yore,  hurling  the  most  bitter 
accusations  against  honorable  members 
upon  this  side  of  the  House,  including  my- 
self. All  I  have  to  say  in  reply  to  the 
honorable  member's  threats  is  that  I  do 
not  value  them  at  a  snap  of  my  fingers. 
He  has  made  similar  accusations  before. 
Rather  than  resort  to  the  tactics  which  he 
adopts  for  political  purposes  at  election 
times,  I  should  leave  public  life  for  ever. 
He  talks  about  conscience  and  straight- 
forward condoict.  Why,  he  does  not  know 
the  meaning  of  the  terms.  He  does  not  keep 
anything  of  that  kind  on  the  premises.  It 
is  not  part  of  his  stock-in-trade. 

Mr.  Hughes. — The  honorable  member 
has  never  kept  a  solitary  pledge  made  by 
him  during  his  life. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Minister 
might  just  as  well  say  that  as  anything 
else.  Those  people  who  know  him  will 
expect  him  to  make  statements  of  that 
character  witTiout  having  any  concern 
as  to  whether  they  are  true.  The  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  simply  disports 
himself  on  the  platform,  mountebank  that 
he  is,  and  no  one  questions  anything  that 
he  says. 

Mr.  Watson. — Is  that  remark  not  un- 
parliamentary ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— 1  ask  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  to  withdraw  the 
remark. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— 1  withdraw  the 
remark,  if  it  is  considered  unparliamentary. 

Mr.  Watson. — If  it  is  considered  un- 
parliamentary !  There  is  no  doubt  about 
that. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  interjec- 
tion comes  well  from  a  colleague  of  a  Min- 
ister who  has  been  disporting  himself  as 
has  the  Minister  of  External  Affairs. 

Mr.  Mahon. — The  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta  ought  to  apologize  for  what  he 
has  said. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Minister  of 
External  Affairs  is,  perhaps,  a  bit  disap- 
pointed with  my  attitude  in  this  defcate. 
After  his  bitter  personal  attack,  I  consider 
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myself  absolved  from  secrecy  concerning 
anything  that  took  place  between  us  over 
this  Bill.  The  Minister  of  External  Affairs 
is  disappointed  because  I  did  not  vote  with 
him,  though  he  tried  hard  to  get  me  to  do 
80.  and  sent  wires  to  me  in  New  South 
Wales  containing  requests  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Watson. ^ — suppose  the  Minister  of 
External  Affairs  took  it  for  granted  that  | 
the    honorable    member    for    Parramatta  | 
would  support  unionists.  , 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— All  I  have  to  I 
sav  is  that  I  know  of  nothing  in  the  present  j 
situation  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  purpose  ] 
of  a  genuine  trade  union.  I  am  as  much  1 
in  sympathy  with  trade  unionism  to-day  | 
and,  perhaps,  more  so  than  are  a  great  I 
many  honorable  members  who  are  so  bit-  ' 
terly  railing  at  me  from  the  other  side  of 
the  House. 

Mr.     PoYNTON. — Does    the    honorable  ! 
member  believe  in  the  principle  of  gag-  , 
ging  the  House  ?    Does  he  believe  in  pre- 
venting this  Bill  being  recommitted? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— T  tell  the  hon-  , 
orable  member  for  Grev  that  I  am  not  to  | 
be  baited  into  making  a  speech  on  the  me- 
rits of  the  question. 

Mr.  Watson. — Why  should  there  not  be 
a  speech  on  the  merits  of  the  question  ? 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — ^The  "  badger  "  has  been  j 
« drawn."  ! 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  "badger" 
has  not  been  "  drawn "  ;  the  honorable 
member  has  raised  that  shout  of  exultation 
too  soon. 

Mr.  Watson. — Has  there  been  a  caucus 
on  the  question  of  silence?   It  looks  like  it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  know  nothing 
of  any  caucus. 

Mr.  Watson. — Perhaps  it  is  an  order, 
and  not  a  caucus  decision. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  hope  honor- 
able members  will  believe  me  when  I  say 
that  the  first  I  heard  of  the  amendment 
moved  by  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Corinella,  was  when  it  was  submit- 
ted on  th*'  floor  of  the  House.  I  did  not 
know  that  it  was  going  to  be  proposed. 

Mr.  Watson. — Onel  honorable  member 
has  said  that  a  fortnight  ago  he  was  asked 
to  take  a  similar  course,  and  he  would  not 
do  it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  hope  honorable 
members  will  take  mv  solemn  assurance  that 
the  first  I  heard  of  the  motion  was  when 
it  was  submitted  on  the  floor  of  the  House, 
;hough  I  will  say  that,  perhaps,  we  ought 
to  have  known  of  the  intention. 


Mr.  PoYNTON. — I  have  *i 
thing  after  all. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I 
to  say  anything  more  in  reply 
of  the  Minister  of  External 
that  whatever  I  have  done  I  si 
to  my  constituents.  I  shall 
slightest  fear  in  facing  the 
that  will  be  necessary,  when  I 
them,  will  be  to  point  to  wh: 
meMt  have  done  in  connexion 
ference  clause;  and  it  will  I 
vernment  to  justify  that  mis 
Mr.  Brown. — It  was  the  C 
botched  it. 

Mr.  Thomas.— Did  the  hi 
ber  for  Patramatta  endeavo 
make  the  clause  a  better  one  ? 

\Ir.  Watson. — Thai  is  n 
gain. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.—' 
member  for  Barrier  does  not 
the  clause  a  better  one.  AJ 
I  the  two  proposals  very  closel 
I  capacity  I  can  bring  to  beai 
that  the  amendment  which  tl 
'  desire  to  move  will  make  the 
better,  but  very  much  worse. 
,  now   to  say  that,  I   fear  I 
I  the  Minister  of  External  Al 
I  as   I    have   always  feared 
I  honorable    gentleman  has 
threats  ever  since  he  came  in 
;  but,  if  he  will  look  after  hii 
I  ents,  he  will  have  quite  enouj 
'  out  giving  his  attention  to  t 
of  other  honorable  members. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang), 
make  a  personal  explanatior 
speech.  I  had  no  desire  ic 
Minister  of  External  Affair! 
speaking,  and  that  is  the  re: 
present  opportunity  to  refer 
which  he  then  made.  The  \ 
me  of  having  all  along  been 
posed  to  this  Bill,  lock,  sto 
I  have  frequently  denied  thai 
fore,  and  explained  very  cle 
I  am  not  opposed  to  the  ge 
of  arbitration  and  conciliat 
posed  to  this  particular  ch 
consider  it  a  denial  of  the 
all — a  denial  of  the  right  c 
live.  I  simply  wish  to  mak 
tion,  so  that  any  misapprc 
point  may  be  removed.  My 
present  time  is  perfectly 
the  position  I  have  taken  al 
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LS  {Barrier). — I  should  also 
ord  or  two,  by  way  of  pei- 
>n.  If  I  have  done  the  hon- 
for  Farramatta  an  injustice, 
of  an  oppoiiunity  to  with- 
aent  I  made.  What  I  said 
[ieved  that  if  the  honorable 
irramatta  had  not  been  ap- 
ister-General  by  the  right 
ber  for  East  Sydney,  when 
B  Premier  of  New  South 
)4»  the  honorable  member 
en  with  the  Labour  Party 

Cook. — That  is  not  what  the 
ber  said. 

iS.— What  I  said  was  that, 
if  the  honorable  member  for 
1  not  been  offered  the  office 
leneral  in  New  South  Wales, 
been  with  the  Labour  Party 

—Is  such  value  placed  on  a 
ition  ? 

VS. — It  seems  there  are  some 
anything  to  become  Prime 
istralia,  at  any  rate.    I  may 
;ason  I  came  to  the  conclu- 

ER. — I  really  cannot  see  what 
h  happened  in  eighteen  hun- 
;  or  other  has  to  do  with  this 
ad  heiard  the  interjection  of 
member  for  Barrier,  which 
:d  to,  I  should  certainly  have 
'ithdrawal,  on  an  objection 
y  the  honorable  member  for 
Jnfortunately,  I  did  not  hear 
to  the  interjection,  and  the 
withdrawn.  In  any  case,  the 
:h  the  honorable  member  for 
rring  is  entirely  irrelevant  to 
before  us.  The  honorable 
itled  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
:h  he  may  ccwnplete,  if  he  has 
me  so;  but  I  ask  him  not  to 
le  of  the  House  by  retailing 
old  events  beyond  what  is 
issary  to  a  personal  explana- 

AS. — I  do  not  intend  to  oc- 
in  two  minutes,  and  my  re- 
tically  a  personal  explanation- 
ry  sorry,  indeed,  to  make  any 
ences  to  the  honorable  mem- 
matta  that  are  imcalled  for ; 
sh  to  place  before  iionorable 
sasons  why  I  interjected.  In 
Table  member  for  Parramatta 
:>r  Lithgow  in  the  New  South 


Wales  Parliament,  and  was  supposed  to  be 
a  member  of  the  Labour  Party.  I  did  not 
enter  the  New  South  Wales  Parliament  until 
1894.  A  certain  number  01  the  members 
of  the  Labour  Party,  including  the  member 
for  Parramatta,  Mr.  Alfred  Edden,  Mr. 
Gardiner,  Mr.  J.  B.  Nicholson,  and  several 
others,  disagreed  in  reference  to  a  pledge. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — All  but  two. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— Practically  all  of 
those  members  are  now  back  with  the 
Labour  Party.  The  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta,  who  was  at  that  time  (rfiered 
the  office  of  Postmaster-General,  is  practi- 
cally the  only  one  who  has  remained  away  liii 
from  that  party. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— That  is  not  so. 

Mr.    Lqmsdale. — What   the  honorable 
member  for  Barrier  says  is  not  true. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  New  England  knows  that  the  re- 
mark he  has  made  is  unparliamentary,  and  I 
ask  him  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — I  withdraw  the  remark, 
and  will  say  that  what  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Barrier  asserts  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— As  1  say,  all  those 
members  of  the  Labour  Party  have  since 
rettimed  to  their  allegiance;  and  some  of 
us  have  thought,  from  that  time  to  the  pre- 
sent, that  there  was  a  strong  probability 
that,  if  the  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta had  not  been  made  Postmaster- 
General,  he  would  have  been  found  with 
the  Labour  Party  to-day.  However,  if  it 
be  true  that  that  appointment  made  no  dif- 
ference to  the  honorable  member,  and  that 
there  were  other  reasons  for  his  withdrawal 
from  the  Labour  Party,  I  am  prepared  to 
accept  his  denial;  and  I  can  only  regret 
that  for  a  number  of  years  I  have  misun- 
derstood him  to  that  extent.  As  regards 
the  matter  under  discussirai  at  the  present 
moment,  I  am  rather  surprised  at  the  action 
of  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Ballarat. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  understood  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Barrier  to  rise  to  make 
a  personal  explanation.  If  that  be  so,  he 
cannot  continue  from  that  explanation  into 
a  speech  on  the  question  before  us.  Had 
1  luiown  the  honorable  member  desired  to 
make  a  speech.  I  should  have  been  obliged 
to  see  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Ballarat,  who  rose  first.  Do  I  under- 
stand that  the  honorable  member  for  Bar- 
rier desires  now  to  make  a  speech  ? 

Mr.  THOMAS.— If  I  sit  down  now,  have 
I  lost  my  right  to  speak  afterwards? 
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Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber has  certainly  not  lost  his  right  to  speak 
later. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat),— The  speech 
last  night  of  the  Attorney-General, 
one  of  the  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment whom  I  respect,  decided  me  to  offer  a 
few  remarks  in  reply  to  the  observations 
which  he  then  addressed  to  this  Chamber  in 
a  fashicMi  worthy  of  its  traditions.  The 
Minister,  who  has  just  resumed  his  seat, 
told  us  truthfully  at  the  close  of  his  re- 
marks that  a  new  era  is  being  introduced  to 
which  our  past  of  decent  behaviour  and  de- 
cent debate  is  to  give  place.  And  he  has, 
himself,  inaugurated  the  new  era.  I  re- 
gret to  find  the  Federal  Parliament,  its 
Ministry,  and  this  debate  lowered  by  a 
tissue  of  accusations,  half  of  them  male- 
volent and  the  other  half  false. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  am  sure  that  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Balla- 
rat recognises  that  he  has  said  what  is  un- 
parliamentary, and  must  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  ask  with  all  respect, 
sir,  that  you  should  further  define  to  me  in 
what  I  have  erred.  I  said  that  half  the 
charges  made  against  honorable  members 
were  malevolent  and  the  other  half  were 
false ;  some  of  those  charges  have  already 
been  rebutted  by  h(»iorable  members  on  this 
side. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  must  ask  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Ballarat 
to  withdraw  the  statement.  I  am  sure  the 
parliamentary  experience  of  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  teaches  him  that  to 
say  a  speech  is  malevolent,  and,  more,  to 
say  that  a  speech,  or  part  of  it,  is  false,  is 
a  gross  breach  of  the  orders  of  Parliament ; 
and  I  think  he  will  see  his  way  to  with- 
draw. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Certainly,  sir,  if  you 
so  direct,  though  I  thought  that  what  I 
said  was  in  order.  To  the  speech  of  the 
Minister  for  External  Affairs  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  make  any  more  than  an  indirect 
reply.  It  happens  sometimes  to  all  of  us, 
that  as  we  pass  along  the  streets  of  the 
city,  we  meet  men  engaged  filling  dravs 
with  dirt  and  garbage,  and  unless  one  is 
discreet  some  of  that  dust  and  refuse  may 
drift  upon  him. 

Mr.  McDonald. — They  might  ask  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  to  get  in. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  have  not  yet  taken 
my  seat  beside  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  PoVNTON. — The  honorable  and 
Named  member  tried  to  do  so. 


Mr.  DEAKIN.— When  it  does  ha 
that  the  dust  reaches  us,  we  brush 
and  pass  on;  that  is  the  proper 
ment  for  a  speech  of  the  character  to  i 
we  have  just  listened.  The  statemwii 
made  last  night  by  the  honorable  tbi 
torney-General,  that  the  question  b 
us,  relating  to  preferences,  had  not 
discussed.  In  that  his  memory  erred, 
question  of  the  granting  of  preferenc 
the  members  of  organixations  was 
cussed  several  times,  and  at  great  Iffl 

Mr.  Watson. — ^This  aspect  was  no 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Various  aspects 
often  discussed  together,  because  then 
one  body  of  members  who  malm 
that  no  preferences  should  be  granted, 
there  was  another  body  of  memben 
maintained  that  they  diould  be  gra 
with  conditions.  Those  aspects  were 
cussed  by  a  number  of  honorable  mei 
in  connexion  with  certain  clauses  fa 
clause  48  was  reached. 

Mr.  Watson. — There  was  not  a 
said  about  a  majority  being  insisted  u| 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— When  the  horn 
and  learned  member  for  Corinella  nj 
his  amendment,  he  not  only  read  it  t 
Committee,  but  defended  it  It  wai 
cussed,  and  was  borne  in  the  mind 
honorable  members  from  that  titix 
ward  to  the  close  of  that  debate. 

Mr.  Watson. — He  spoke  for  aboul 
minutes  only. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— He  spoke  for  d 
three-quarters  of  an  hour  when  he 
mitted  his  amendment  He  explain 
elaborately.  I  have  looked  it  up  dt 
the  last  hour,  and  have  read  his  sp 
When  the  honorable  and  learned  me 
actually  moved  his  amendment,  lif 
immediately  after  the  division  vY.rl 
took  upon  the  question  of  prefer 
He  then  moved  it  in  a  speerH 
cupying  about  fifteen  lines  of 
That  is  perfectly  true.  But,  as  he 
his  amendment  had  not  been  altered,  t 
verbally.  The  absolute  feature  cf 
the  majority  requirem«it-Hfeni»ne« 
he  had  merely  changed  a  few  words  il 
ing  its  application.  In  passin^ 
may  say  that  I  am  not  sure  that  hi 
alteration  he  improved  it.  But 
no  real  alteration  in  the  proposal  v^'^' 
made,  which  was  that  a  majoritv  ju^'i 
should  be  required  before  preferenre 
granted.  That  question  had  been  p;^ 
allv  discussed.  To  make  the  course  of  f 
quite  clear,  I  mavi^point  out  again 
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0  sections  of  opinicHi  in  the 
lose  opposed  to  all  prefer- 
»e  who  favoured  preference 
n.  We  went  to  two  divisions. 
:rangers  in  the  gallery  who 
is  debate  to-nigfat,  and  who 
:  speech  of  the  Minister  of 
rs,  there  is  not  one  of  them 
)se  that  when  we  went  to  a 

question  of  granting  prefer- 
:rs  of  organizations,  I  voted 
ig  of  that  preference.  On 
he  House  has  been  told,  di- 
insinuation — I  should  say  a 
:hat,  in  conunon  with  other 
posed  the  principle  of  pre- 
was  necessary  for  the  corn- 
scheme. 

IN.  —  The  honorable  and 
er  is  certainly  doing  that 

N. — That  is  another  wriggle 
justifiable  one.  We  went 
livision.  Those  who  be- 
granting   of  preferences 

side  of  the  chamber, 
th  them.    Those  who  were 

granting  of  preferences  sat 
ie,  and  I  voted  against  them. 

question  of  the  granting  of 

with  a  condition.  I  voted 
tion.  I  have  never  altered 
^at  the  imposition  of  that 
wise.  We  are  told  that  the 
ndition  proposed  by  the  hon- 
rned  member  for  Corinella, 
ith  that  proposed  by  the  Go- 
not  been  properly  discussed. 

been  occupied  three  days  in 

true  that  the  Minister  who 
umed    his    seat,    and  the 

Home    Affairs,    have  oc- 

1  portion  of  their  time 
:ussion   of    the  amendment 

But  that  question  we 
id  still  have,  ample  time 
ill  its  phases.  The  Govern- 
iched  their  own  proposal,  to 
e  committed  themselves.  We 
proposal  for  which  we  pre- 
upon  which  we  are 
se  our  votes.  Nothing  could 
:t  and  plain  than  the  question 
and  nothing  could  be  more 
e  opportunity  that  has  been 
onsider  it. 

s. — Nothing  could  be  more 

IN.— We  have  had  debates 
1  Committee,  on  a  series  of 


important  questions,  perhaps  half  a  score 
of  times  at  least  j  and  1  fail  to  recall  an 
instance  in  which  any  honorable  member 
has  chosen  to  speak  twice,  unless,  per- 
haps, to  make  a  trifling  correction.  So  that 
the  apparent  limitation  involved  in  debat- 
ing the  question  in  the  House  in- 
stead  of  in  Committee  is"  a  technical 
and  not  a  real  limitation.  It  is  not  a  limi- 
tation at  all  according  to  the  usual  practice 
of  Parliament.  The  House  has  had  an 
opportunity  to  thresh  out  this  question  as 
searchingly,  as  fully,  as  thoroughly,  and  as 
satisfactorily,-  as  it  could  be  'even  if 
we  went  into  Committee.  The  Attorney- 
General  urged  that  the  clause  proposed  by 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Corinella  was  open  to  objection,  because  it 
imposed  difficulties  upon  the  Court  in  the 
way  of  interpretation.  I  admit  that  it 
does.  But  I  say  deliberately,  without  anv 
hesitation,  that  it  imposes  on  the  Court  a 
smaller  burden  than  would  be  imposed  by 
the  clause  which  the  Government  have  asked 
to  substitute  for  it.  I  see  that  the  Honor- 
able the  Minister  of  External  Alfairs 
admits  that. 

Mr.  Watson.— The  amendment  of  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Cori- 
nella imposes  a  burden  on  some  one  else, 
though. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— It  imposes  a  less  bur- 
den on  the  Court,  because  it  indicates  the 
line  which,  in  the  opinion  of  Parliament, 
the  Court  should  pursue  in  the  granting  of 
preferences. 

Mr.  Hughes. — It  states  it — not  indicates 

it. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— It  indicates  it  plainly. 
It  states  it,  if  the  honorable  member  pre- 
fers that  term. 

Mr.  Watson.— It  would  take  twelve 
months  for  an  organization  to  put  itself  in 
line  with  the  rest. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Even  if  that  were  true, 
the  fact  that  it  would  take  twelve  months 
for  a  particular  organization  to  put  itself 
in  line  with  the  rest  is  no  effectual  ob- 
jection in  a  measure  of  this  kind.  We  are 
dealing  with  a  scheme  which,  as  I  have 
discovered  in  the  course  of  these  debates, 
is  not  fairly  to  be  judged — as  at  first  I 
thought  it  might  be— from  the  experience 
gained  in  individual  States.  As  I  have 
said  its  drafting  strained  to  the  utmost  our 
constitutional  powers,  and  there  are  now 
continual  efforts  to  overstrain  them.  Theonly 
direction  in  which,  so  far  as  my  conscious- 
ness tells  me,  I  have  altered  the  attitude  I 
took  up  when  first  introducing  this  measure, 
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has  been  in  consequence  of  the  knowledge 
gained  in  listening  to  these  debates  and 
in  coiisidering  the  Bill  in  detail.  It  was  then 
I  came  to  perceive  immense  diflkulties — 
and  I  indicated  them  to  the  Committee 
several  times — in  applying  commcm  rules 
and  preferences  to,  it  may  be,  the  whole  of 
Australia,  or  to  two  or  three  of  its  great 
States,  as  compared  with  the  diffi- 
culties involved  in  applying  those  principles 
in  a  single  State. 

Mr.  Batchelos. — It  is  a  pity  the  boa- 
orable  and  learned  member  did  not  dis- 
cover those  difficulties  before  the  elections- 
Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  discovered  everything 
that,  with  the  knowledge  available,  it  was 
possible  for  me  to  discover.  But  in  connex- 
ion with  a  Bill  of  this  kind,  dealing  with  a 
subject  having  the  immense  complexity 
which  I  have  often  dwelt  up(»i — and  bear- 
ing in  mind  the  circumstances,  with  which 
the  House  is  perfectly  familiar,  under 
which  I  first  toc^  charge  of  it — I  venture 
to  say  that  it  is  little  wonder  that  the  full 
gravity  and  seriousness  of  all  the  diffi- 
culties of  applying  State  experiences,  were 
not  appreciated  by  me  in  the  beginning.  Be- 
sides, this  is  the  first,  though  not  the  last 
measure  of  the  kind  which  the  Federal 
Parliament  will  deal  with.  We  must  pro- 
ceed circumspectly.  The  granting  of  pre- 
feroice  to  unionists  is  <Hie  of  the  main  fea- 
tures of  the  Bill.  The  power  to  grant  it  re- 
mains. That  power,  acoMrding  to  the  At- 
torney-General last  night,  was,  under  the 
Bill,  unconditional.  Since  then  he  himself 
and  a  number  of  his  colleagues  have  ad- 
mitted that,  even  in  the  Bill  as  we  proposed 
it.  that  grant  would  not  be  unconditional, 
since,  as  in  New  South  Wales  and  New  Zea- 
land, conditions  would  be  imposed  by  the 
Court  itself.  Consequently  the  choice  is 
not,  as  the  Attorney -General  submitted  last 
night,  between  an  unconditiwial  grant 
in  the  original  Bill  and  a  conditional  grant 
now.  It  is  simply  the  difference  between 
conditions  to  be  imposed  by  the  Court,  or 
similar  conditions  stated  plainly  on  the 
face  of  the  Bill.  Consequently  the  dif- 
ference has  simply  to  be  measured  between 
the  two  conditions  before  us.  My  Govern- 
ment never  asked  for,  and  this  Government 
never  stated  that  they  were  asking  for,  the 
granting  of  an  unconditional  power  of 
preference.  This  Government  elsewhere 
in  this  Bill — as  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Darling  Downs  last  night 
claimed  in  connexion  with  this  clause — 
made  concessions.  But  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Darling  Downs  tot 


the  momem  overlooked  the  fact  thiit 
Prime  Minister  had  distinctly  stated  ii 
gard  to  these  that  he  had  made  no  co 
sions,  because  he  simply  consented  to  : 
the  practice — the  necessary  practice— o 
Courts  to  be  put  in  plain  language  up« 
face  of  the  clause,  instead  of  it  being  It 
be  added  afterwards  by  the  Courts. 
connexicHi  with  the  giving  of  stiffident  n 
to  allow  those  who  wish  to  oppose  a  ru 
preference,  the  Prime  Minister  def« 
himself  against  the  charge  that  he  was 
rendering  anything  to  Opposition  critii 
by  pointing  out  that  these  requirements 
already  implicitly  contained  in  tbe  Bill, 
that  he  was  merely  making  them  t\\ 

Mr.  Watson. — It  was  a  mere  unre 
able  fear  of  the  Court  on  the  part  of 
orable  members  opposite  that  led  \.i>  i 
safeguards  being  asked  for. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— It  was  simply  a  d 
that  Parliament  should  distinctly  and 
nitely  indicate  its  view,  so  th^  it  li 
be  incorporated  in  the  Bill.  Coaseqal 
the  question  now  before  us  is  sunoul 
by  no  obscurity  whatever,  and  bv  no 
culty.  The  conditicHi  which  the  bonoi 
and  learned  member  for  Corinella  adnj 
is  that  the  principle  of  majority 
shall  be  applied  to  industrial  a!l 
when  preference  is  asked  for.  1' 
not  say  that  the  principle  is  to 
applied  by  means  of  a  referendum 
some  honorable  members  have  tniimi 
thou^  if  it  did  I  do  not  know  op| 
tion  to  it  should  come  fmn  booorsbic  i| 
bers  opposite. 

Mr.  Watson. — Except  for  the  dela»| 
strike  might  be  going  on.  j 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— It  could  not  go  onJ 

Mr.  Watson. — It  would  go  on. 
honorable  and  learned  member  knous 
no  trade  imionists  will  submit  to  this 
if,  under  it.  they  cannot  get  justire  3\ 
hands  of  the  Court. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  honorable  ge 
man's  colleagues  have  already  shown 
the  greatest  Federal  industrial  organi/ai 
that  we  know  of  practically  include  a 
jority  of  the  workers.  Consequenll; 
those  cases — which  are  the  first  and  git'i 
cases — ^this  question  cannot  arise  1 
have  their  majority.  | 

Mr.  Spence. — ^They  could  not  pmve  i 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— How  is  it  going  li 
proved?  Not  by  statistics  from  the 
venmient  Statist's  office,  but  by  the  op; 
of  the  Court.  Whatever  satisfies  the  it 
mem  of  the  Prendmt  of  tba  Court  in 
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accepted.  Whatever  evidence 
to  be  sufficient.  There  will  be 
except  such  evidence  as  satis- 
It  might  be  satisfied  with 

one  peison  or  two,  or  more, 
t  will  be  required.    "  In  the 

Court  "  is  quite  sufficient, 
jquireraent  that  there  shall  be 
ietermined    by  calculation, 
le  opinion  of  the  Court. 
— Those  words  were  put  in 

i._Xo  doubt  to  kill  the  Bill. 
:N. — Nonsense.  The  Prime 
i,  as  many  others  have 
proposal  kills  the  Bill.  We 
;  same  statement  made  with 
■  important  measures  by  those 
o  amendments  being  made  in 
the  first,  the  most  familiar, 
est  of  the  objections  which 
alterations  in  Bills.  We  all 
a  rule,  they  are  made  by  men 
irhat  they  say.  But  it  has 
cperience  scores  of  times 
e  mists  and  the  heat  of 
leared  away,  and  we  can  look 
x)lly,  the  amendments  thus 
id  to  have  few  or  none  of  the 
prophesied  by  those  who  op- 

;lor. — Take  the  first  Concilia- 
was  introduced  in  South  Aus- 


>N. — It  has  been  inoperative 
vas  passed. 

:iN. — But  does  the  honorable 
rget  that  that  was  a  measure 
conciliation,  whereas  this  is  a 
jlsory  conciliation  ? 
E. — The  same  remark  applies 
I  Bill  in  New  South  Wales. 
CIN. — The  issue,  being  per- 
t,  is,  after  all,  a  very  narrow 
ime  Minister  and  his  colleagues 
I  that  in  a  great  number  of  in- 
Durt,  liven  if  the  proviso  of  the 
d  leained  member  for  Corin- 
insertid  in  the  Bill,  would,  in 
ly  its  principle  just  the  same, 
ing  a  preference  it  would  de- 
isfied  that  a  majority  asked  for 
lese  cases,  the  one  provision  is 
he  other. 

SON. — Except  that  under  the 
proposal  the  fact  would  not 

oathematically  demonstrated. 

K;iN._Neither  must  it  be  ma- 
demonstrated  under  the  pro- 

tionorable  and  learned  member 


for  Corinella.  If  we  leave  out  of  con- 
sideration the  cases  in  which  the  Court  it- 
self would  require  the  proof  of  numbers, 
and  those  in  which  there  is  already 
a  clear  majority  in  the  unions  con- 
cerned, we  see  that  the  greater  number  of 
the  cases  likely  to  come  before  the  Court 
will  not  be  affected  by  the  proviso.  There 
remain  an  uncertain  number  in  which  it  is 
said  that  the  applicants  for  preference  may 
substantially  represent  the  industry  affected, 
and  yet  not  be  an  absolute  majority.  So  far 
as  I  can  predict  without  much  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  those  cases  are 
likely  to  be  few. 

Mr,  Webster. — They  will  be  many- 
Mr.  DEAKIN. — Even  if  they  are  many, 
the  honorable  member  must  admit  that  it 
will  require  very  little  to  be  done  to  enable 
an  union  or  organization,   which  already 
substantially  represents  an  industry,  to  gain 
the  extra  support  required  to  make  it  repre- 
sentative of  the  majority  concerned. 
Mr.  Webster. — What  is  that? 
Mr.  DEAKIN.— All  that  will  be  neces- 
sary    will    be    to    satisfy    enough  of 
those    who    are    not    memberi    of  the 
union    or  organization — they     will  no* 
necessarily    have    to    join    an  existing 
union — that   it   is   to   their   common  in- 
terest to  obtain  a  preference,  and  to  get 
them  to  join,  in  order  to  receive  the  desired 
benefit.    That  is  all  that  will  have  to  be 
done   to   create   a   majority  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  Court,  where  no  majority  now 
exists. 

Mr.  Hughes. — The  employers  of  the 
non-unionists  appealed  to  will  hold  over 
their  heads  the  threat  that  if  they  join  a 
union  they  will  be  dismissed. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — As  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  knows,  the  employers 
could  only  dismiss  their  men  in  that  way 
before  they  joined  an  organization  j  and 
how  would  the  employers  know  that  they 
were  going  to  join  until  they  were  en- 
rolled ?  The  Bill  prohibits  interference  with 
them  once  they  are  members  of  an  organiza- 
tion. On  the  other  hand,  under  the  pro- 
posed amendment  of  the  Government,  how 
would  a  union  prove  that  it  substanti- 
ally represented  an  industry?  The  ques- 
tion would  still  be  left  to  the  determination 
of  the  Court,  and  if  the  Court  were  not 
satisfied,  the  same  steps  must  be  followed 
to  secure  proof  of  its  majority  as  would 
be  necessary  under  the  proviso  now  in  the 
clause.  The  two  conditions  are  really  the 
same. 
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Mr.  Watson. — In  one  case^  absolute 
proof  is  not  required,  but  in  tlie  other  it  is. 
That  is  the  main  point  of  our  contention. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  disagree  with  the 
Prime  Minister  there.  I  say  that  our  pro- 
viso does  not  require  absolute  proof.  It 
passes  the  comprehension  of  the  ordinary 
student  of  this  question,  wh^  the  Govern- 
ment, the  proviso  for  majority  representa- 
tion having  been  inserted,  have  thought  it 
worth  while  to  take  the  serious  step  they 
have  taken  when  the  diiference  between  sub- 
stantial representation  and  the  obtaining 
of  an  absolute  majority  is  so  slight.  I 
noted  theif  action  with  surprise,  and,  at 
first,  almost  with  incredulity.  Having 
listened  to  many  speeches,  I  am  still  in 
doubt  as  to  the  reason  why  they  took  that 
step.  Until  Wednesday  evening  last,  when 
the  amendment  now  before  the  House 
was  moved,  I  believed,  and  had  been  in- 
formed, that  the  Government  had  a  majo- 
rity for  the  reversal  of  the  previous  vote. 
The  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Corinella  about  a  fortnight  ago  

Mr.  McCay. — Noi  early  last  week. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  am  not  sure  of  the 
date.  The  honorable  and  learned  member 
told  me  that  he  thought  of  taking  a  vote 
on  the  question  of  going  into  Committee  to 
reconsider  the  clause,  instead  of  in  Com- 
mittee. I  asked  him  why,  and  he  said, 
"  Because  in  the  clause  we  have  now  all 
that  we  can  get>  expressed  as  we  wish  to 
express  it.  The  vote  will  be  the  same  in 
either  case." 

Mr.  Hughes. — He  wanted  to  secure  the 
vote  of  the  Chairman  of  Ccmunittees. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — lie  did  not  mention  the 
Chairman  of  Committees,  and  I  do  not  sup- 
pose he  thought  about  him. 

Mr.  Mauger. — If  he  did  not  Aink  about 
him,  others  did. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— He  gave  the  sufficient 
reason  that  we  had  already  got  the  prin- 
ciple of  majority  representation  ex- 
pressed, and  he  asked,  "  What  more 
can  we  get  ?  Why  not  take  a  vote 
on  the  question  at  the  first  opportunity?" 
Subsequently  it  occurred  to  me  that  in  tak- 
ing a  vote  in  the  House  tiie  honorable  and 
learned  member  would  place  himself  at 
some  disadvantage,  because  he  would  vir- 
tually say  to  those  who  disagreed  with  him, 
but  who  may  not  have  agreed  with  the 
Government  proposal,  "  You  must  vote 
either  for  or  against  my  amendment." 

Mr.  Watson. — He  was  quite  safe,  hav- 
ing the  solid  support  of  thoscf  who  are 
opposed  to  the  Bill. 


Mr.  DEAKIN.— Two  honorable  men 
have  intimated  that  had  the  matter 

discussed  in  Committee,  they  would 
voted  to  retain  the  proviso  as  it  standi 

Mr.  Watson. — Only  one  honorable  i 
ber  has  stated  that 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  heard  one  honoi 
member  say  it,  and  understood  that 
other  honorable  member  had  also  saii 
The  proposal  of  the  h(»iDrabIe  and  lea 
member  for  Corinella,  to  which  I  ag 
did  not  appear  to  me  in  the  least  like 
become  the  turning  point  in  the  fate  o: 
Government,  especial  1  y  after  they 
satisfied  with  an  amendment  of  their 
so  cl(»ely  resen^Iing  it. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Had  the  honorable 
learned  member  any  hand  in  draftinj 
original  proviso? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Yes,  I  was  consultt 
the  House  during  the  debate.  It 
altered  two  or  three  times. 

Mr.  Hitches. — Did  not  the  bono 
and  learned  member  say  that  the  pi 
was  a  matter  of  no  moment? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Na    Directly  it 
put  forward  I  said  that  it  solved  the 
culty,  and  appeared  to  me  infinitely  pi 
able  to  any  other  suggestion  which  had 
menti(»ied.   It  really  crystallized  the 
practice  of  the  State  Courts  in  a  di: 
form.    Who  could  object  to  that  ?  T 
was   a   great   deal   in   the  proposa 
the  honorable  member  for  North  S>\i 
but  it  would  have  required  considej 
time   to   elaborate   it,   and  would 
necessitated  such  an  alteration  of  thei 
chinery  of  the  Bill  that  I  thought  it  < 
not  be  adopted.    Several  alternatives 
circulated,  and  that  of  the  hcHiorafale 
learned  member  for  Corinella  seemc 
me  the  best    The  Attorney-General 
night  quoted  me  as  saying  that  I  had 
for  every  line  and  letter  of  the  Bi'.I. 
pointed  out  that  I  had  voted  for  tw 
portant  additions.     He  forgot,  hovi 
that  the  statement  which  he  quoted 
made  to  contrast  my  position  with  ili; 
the  Government,  who  had  circulated 
pages  of  printed  amendments  of  ihe 
which  they  challenged  me  for  not  sup 
ing. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^The  original  Bill 

not  ours. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— It  was  mine  by  : 

tion. 

Mr.  Watson.  —  The  homrable  ! 
learned  member  did  p^pt  it  ^  i 
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-So  did  the  present  Govern- 

M. — As  contrasting  my  po- 
t  of  the  Government,  the 
by  the  Attorney- General 
misleading.  Then  I  stated 
for  two  important  additions 

— Restrictions. 
N. — The  Minister  can  call 
>  if  he  chooses.  I  have  no 
:  term.  One  of  the  amend- 
the  organizations  to  have  a 
ter,  and  the  other  condi- 
:ing  of  preferences. 
—The  honorable  and  learned 
I  us  whenever  an  amendment 

N. — No,  that  is  not  correct. 

question  would  have  been 
rernment,  but  for  the  votes 

some  of  my  friends  who 
voted  with  them.  In  reply 
■  of  External  Affairs.  I 
>ut  that,  but  for  myself 
torn  he  taunts  with  having 
lit  fair  play,  the  Ministry 
:  lived  for  one  day  after 

nor  for  a  week  after  their 
later  times  when  crises  oc- 

M. — If  the  honorable  and 
r  thought  that  the  Ministry 
m  turned  out  at  that  stage, 
taken  action  accordingly. 
N. — So  I  would  have  done. 
. — Then,  there  is  no  obliga- 

!N. — I  am  speaking  on  the 
ir  play.    Neither  I  nor  the 

of  honorable  members  on 
not  know  that  any  honorable 
idopted  the  proposal  of  the 
learned  member  for  Corin- 

idea  that  it  would  be- 
1  which  the  fate  of  the  Go- 
d  depend.  When  we  voted 
Tient,  we  did  so  because  we 
xwed  a  wise  and  necessary 
hen  we  were  asked  to  reverse 
lesired  to  be  shown  why  that 
ise  and  necessary  in  our 
1  not  be  retained.  We  are 
e  for  the  fact  that  the 
ose  to  make  the  amendment 
n.  That  choice  rested  ab- 
:hem,  and  having  regard  to 
prepared  to  concede  now, 
ixplicable  to  me  why  they 


should  have  made  so  narrow  a  difference  a 
vital  question. 

Mr.  Watson. — Is  it  inexplicable  that  we 
should  support  the  Bill  as  introduced  by 
the  honorable  and  learned  member? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  Prime  Minister  is 
a  man  with  whom  I  should  be  unwilling  to 
exchange  any  harsh  words ;  but  I  believe 
that  this  debate,  and  especially  the  speech 
of  his  honorable  colleague,  the  Minister  of 
External  Affairs,  has  done  more  to  impair 
the  reputation  of  the  Government  than  any- 
thing which  has  hitherto  occurred. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  is  the  view  of  an 
opponent. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  do  not  say  that  be- 
cause we  are  opponents,  but  because  there 
has  been  manifested  once  again  that  spirit 
which  will  be  displayed  to  the  desperate 
cost  of  my  honorable  friends  in  the  two 
corners  when  they  face  the  electors.  Those 
most  closely  allied  with  the  Labour  Party, 
those  who  make  the  greatest  sacrifices  for 
them,  who  stand  closest  to  them,  and  who 
most  wish  to  help  them,  are  always  the  first 
to  be  sacrificed  by  them.  One  may  help 
the  Labour  Party  for  one  month,  two 
months,  three  months,  or  four  months ;  but 
the  moment  that  one  stops  or  makes  a  single 
independent  step  he  is  treated  as  a  bitter 
enemy.  After  having  been  apparently 
trusted,  he  wil  I  be  treated  as  if 
suspected  from  the  first  moment ;  he  will 
be  condemned  as  if  he  had  attacked  them 
from  the  outset.  That  is  the  treatment 
which  follows  alliances  with  political 
machines.  One  can  ally  himself  with  men  ; 
one  could  ally  oneself  with  honorable 
members  like  the  Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  Watson. — With  whom  is  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  now  allying  him- 
self? He  will  yet  be  thrown  aside  like  a 
sucked  orange. 

Mr.  Hughes.  —  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  sought  an  alliance  with  the 
Labour  Party. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— It  is  perfectly  true  that 
I  was  prepared  to  ally  myself  with  the 
Labour  Party,  and  it  is  also  true  that  I 
often  suggested  an  honorable  alliance.  At 
those  times,  however.  I  always  said,  "Make 
your  machine  such  that  all  those  men  who 
stand  by  you  shall  be  treated  as  equal  in 
every  respect  to  members  who  subscribe  to 
the  labour  pledge ;  divide  your  programme, 
separate  the  prophetic  and  impossible  from 
the  practical  and  useful,  and  then  we 
can  enter  into  a  useful  alliance  with  you." 
One  could  make  such  an  alliance  with  men 
like  the  Prime  Minister.     It  is  not  his  men 
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in  the  House  I  fear,  but  the  machine. 
Most  members  are  properly  governed  by  i 
sense  of  loyalty,  bred  by  alliance 
and  actioa  together — ^you  can  appeal 
to  their  conscience  and  judgment.  But 
when  you  come  to  the  machine,  you  are 
dealing  with  something  which  has  no 
loyalty,  no  cxmsdraice,  and  no  judgment. 

Mr.  Watson. — What  about  the  machine 
which  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
recentlv  inaugurated  ? 

Mr.  'DEAKIN.— On  the  occasion  of  the 
inauguration  to  which  the  Prime  Minister 
refers,  I  said  from  the  platform  that  if  the 
proposal  of  the  organization  was  to  create 
sudi  a  machine  as  I  had  l»en  criticising 
I  should  be  against  it,  as  mudi  as  against 
that  of  the  Labour  Party.  I  do  not  wish 
to  fight  machine  with  madiine,  but  to  fight 
macmne  politics  with  the  full  freetlom  and 
independence  of  a  representative  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  silence  of  honorable 
members  opposite  is  the  result  of  the  opera- 
tion of  a  machine. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Yes,  they  are  all  wound 
up  and  dare  not  go  off. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  had  no  intention  to 
detain  the  House  at  any  greater  length  than 
might  have  been  necessary  to  reply  to  the 
remarks  of  the  Attorney-General  last  night. 
Having  occupied  some  little  time,  and  hav- 
ing allowed  my  blood  to  cool,  I  feel  that 
I  have  replied  perhaps  too  much  in  kind 
to  the  remarks  of  the  Minister  of  Ex- 
ternal Affairs.  If  so,  I  have  departed 
from  my  rule.  The  best  way  to  meet 
angry  attacks  is  to  answer  in  another  man- 
ner. If  anything  has  been  uttered  below 
our  high  parliamentary  level,  I  regret  it. 
Up  to  now,  we  have,  as  a  Parliament,  estab- 
lished a  standard  of  which  we  need  not  be 
ashamed,  and  I  hope  that  we  shall  always 
be  able  to  maintain  it. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay—Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs). — It  ought  not  to  fall 
to  me  to  reply  to  the  speech  which  has  just 
been  delivered  by  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat.  His  statwnent  should 
have  been  made  much  earlier  in  this  de- 
bate. As  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  should  be- 
fore this  have  informed  honorable  mem- 
bers and  the  country  of  the  reasons  for  the 
attitude  which  he  has  adopted  on  this  ques- 
tion. I  should  like  to  direct  attention  to 
one  remark  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  with  r^ard  to  the  sacrifices  which 
the  operation  of  machine  politics  entail  on 
every  person  who  submits  himself  to  their 


influeoc&t  Hel  stated  that  enrcry  pei 
who  had  allied  himself  with  the  Lat 
Party  had  been  ultimately  sacrificed, 
I  would  point  out  that  he  wax  speal 
without  a  knowledge  of  his  ovn  com 
In  Queensland,  every  menaber  who 
supported  the  Morgan  Govemmeirt  and 
Labour  Party  was  returned  nnopposed 
far  as  that  party  was  concerned.  The  sti 
ment  of  the  honorable  and  learned  saeml 
therefore,  conveyed  quite  a  wnng  imp 
sion.  I 
Mr.  Deakin. — I  believe  that,  so  fan 
Queensland  is  concerned,  up  to  the  pre! 
time,  what  the  honorable  menaber  ^ 
is  perfectly  correct.  Of  course  we  \ 
to  see  how  matters  will  eveotually  « 
out  there. 

Mr.  FISHER.— In  the  same  way 
have  to  see  how  the  millenium  will 
out  when  it  amies.    No  attempt  was 
to  oppose  the  hcmorable  member  for  Dar 
Downs,  and  rightly  so,  nor  was  any  att 
made  by  the  Labour  Party  to  oppose 
honorfU>le  member  for  Moreton.  Whv  sh' 
an  honorable  member  occupying  sucii  a 
sitloD  as  that  held  by  the  honorable 
learned  member  for  Ballarat  make  audi 
accusatim,  even  in  the  heat  of  debate. 

^!r.  Deakin. — All  the  seats  which  we 
at  the  last  election  were  lost  to  monben 
the  Labour  Party. 

Mr.  Batchelob. — In  South  Au^ralia 
did  not  oppose  one  Liberal. 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — In  New  South  W 
the  Labour  Party  put  up  candidates  a^;, 
members  of  our  party  who  really  were  fa 
able  to  their  principles. 

Mr.  FISHER.— If  that  be  the  chr 
made  against  our  party,  I  accept  it. 
evidence  before  our  own  eyes  jusrlfies  i 
action  which  we  took.  The  Oppositioa  0*4 
prises  honorable  members  holding  ibe  rt 
extreme  views,  and,  as  honest  believer-; 
certain  principles,  we  were  bound  to  tel  I 
people  of  the  country  that  we  differed  ft 
these  men.  That  being  so,  we  should  h 
taken  up  an  unworthy  position  had  we 
sought  to  secure  the  return  of  others  in  r\ 
stead.  I 

Mr.  Hughes. — ^A  nominee  of  the  r"| 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney  oppmJ 
me.  I 

Mr.  FISHER.— Why  should  so 
unnecessary  heat  be  displayed  at  the  i 
moment,  when  it  is  known  that  I  am 
only  member  of  the  Iklinistry  who  has 
spoken?    Why  this   throwing  down 
the  gauntlet,  when  the  Government  h 
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uither  opportunity  to  reply 
? 

 The   Postmaster- General 

>ken. 

a.. — I  had  overlooked  that 
ent,  whv  should  the  sugges- 
made  tKat  the  proceedings 
ive  been  degraded  ?  If  the 
learned  member,  feels  that 
been  degraded  by  reason  of 
ave  recently  been  pursued, 
rjth  him.  Until  the  Labour 
ssession  of  the  Treasury 
It  could  be  found  with  the 
jroceedings,  but  shortly  after 
lere  was  a  noticeable  falling 
:  high  level  which  had  been 

failing  away,  however,  was 
!  fault  on  the  part  of  the 
r  of  theii  supporters.  As 
nd  learned  member  for  Bal- 
permitted  to  refer  to  one  or 
latters,  I  Trust  that  I  shall 
he  opportunity  to  reply  to  a 
ding  the  office  which  I  hold. 

and  learned  member  for 
.-ussing  the  Ministerial  state- 
cs  ago,  made  a  most  unworthy 
iting  in  flie  broadest  possible 
s  not  wise,  in  the. public  in- 
sist a  Department,  like  that 
Customs,  to  a  member  of  the 

5. — The  right  honorabfe  mem- 
ydney  said  that  it  was  a  mat- 
penny,  but  of  many  pennies, 

ER. — He  also  remarked  that 
)us  to  remain  another  day  in 

r. — He  withdrew  that  remark. 
ER.— Certainly  he  did,  arid 
D  not  propose  to  refer  to  it. 
lever  had  an  opportunity  to 
CTitemptible  insinuation  made 
ible  and  learned  member  for 
h  has  been  recorded  on  the 
nsard,  and  I  therefore  trust 
be  permitted  to  briefly  refer 


KER. — I  would  point  out  to 
e  gentleman  that,  when  the 
id  learned  member  for  Bal- 
med  a  certain  question  a 
;  ago,  I  prevented  him  from 
3  discuss  it,  because  I  con- 
be  bevond  the  scope  of  the 
unless  the  honorable  the  Min- 
incct  the  matter  to  which  he 


refers,  with  clause  48,  I  am  afraid  that  I 
cannot  hear  him. 

Mr.  FISHER. — The  statement  made  by 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Parkes  certainly  touches  the  question  of 
preference,  because  it  clearly  shows  that 
he  has  no  preference  for  members  of  the 
Labour  Party.  He  asserted  that,  as  we 
represented  a  class,  it  was  unsafe  to  allow 
any  member  of  the  party  to  give  de- 
cisions in  matters  relating  to  the  Cus- 
toms Department,  inasmuch  as  he  would 
favour  a  certain  side.  Could  a  more  con- 
temptible statement  be  made?  It  is  to 
charges  such  as  this  that  we  are  to  submit 
without  reply. 

Mr.  Henpy  Willis. — Did  not  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  .  Parkes  say 
that  he  wished  to  see  the  Labour  Party 
come  into  power? 

Mr.  FISHER. — I  do  not  think  he  did. 
He  told  the  House  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
his  leader  to  call  upon  honorable  members 
to  remove  the  present  Administration  from 
power  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  and 
that  direct  action  must  shortly  be  taken, 
^vith  that  ob)ect  in  view.    Where  are  those 
honorable  members  who  advocated  the  tak- 
ing of  direct  action  against  the  Govern- 
ment?  Their  attitude  shows  that  they  are 
wanting    in    that    statesmanlike  conduct 
which  might  reasonably  be  expected  from 
those  occupying  high  positions.   It  has  been 
hinted  by  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  that  the  Government  are 
endeavouring  to  obtain  for   unions  more 
than  they  are  entitled  to,  and  that  we  are 
not  taking  care  to  safeguard  the  interests 
of  non-unionists  and  the  public  generally. 
That  statement  has  been  suggested  by  con- 
servative  minds   in  every  age,  since  the 
struggles  and  trials  of  unionists  began.  It 
was  said,  at  one  time,  that  the  leaders  of 
unionists  were  blackguards,  who  were  inter- 
fering with  law  and  order,  and  endeavouring 
to  prevent  masters  from  carrying  on  Iheir 
industries  in  the  way  they  ought   to  do. 
Trade  unionists  were  reviled,  and  even  suf- 
fered imprisonment;    but  ultimately  they 
were  recognised  by  law,  and  succeeded  m 
accomplishing  a  great  work.    Mr.  Herbert 
Paul,  in  A  History  of  Modern  England^ 
states  that  trade  unionists  did  more  to  up- 
lift the  masses  of  Great  Britain  during  the 
last  century  than  all  that  had  ever  been 
done  at  Westminster;  that  all  the  laws 
passed   by   the   British   Parliament.^  with 
a  view   to  this  end,   sink    into  signifi- 
cance as  compared  with  the  good  achieved 
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by  trade  unions.  That  is  the  statement, 
not  of  a  partisan,  but  of  an  historian,  who 
has  taken  some  interest  in  the  question,  and 
he  is  able  to  verify  it  by  statistics  and  his- 
torical records.  Is  it  not  strange  that 
there  should  be  a  fear  that  the  leaders  in 
these  movements  for  reform  will  get  too 
much?  Is  it  not  singular  that  nearly  every 
one  is  to  be  left  to  lag  behind,  and  more 
particularly  those  who  have  suffered  in  their 
efforts  to  improve  the  lot  of  their  fellows? 
When  I  was  but  a  lad,  in  my  teens,  I  had 
to  take  part  in  a  strike  in  which  the  workers 
were  worsted,  with  the  result  that  I  was  not 
allowed  to  return  to  my  former  place  of 
employment.    My  tools  w^ere  removed  

Mr.  Henry  Willis.-  -It  was  the  tide 
which  led  to  fortune. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  was  first  led  to  think 
of  coming  to  Australia  by  the  feeling  that 
as  a  youth  I  had  been  treated  unfairly  in 
my  native  country.  Is  there  anything 
wrong  in  that.  My  experience  is  that  no 
man  who  is  not  competent  can  occupy  a 
leading  position  in  a  trade  union.  The 
leading  officers  of  those  organizati<xi8  are 
called  upon  to  submit  to  a  great  deal  of 
abuse,  and  unless  we  can  offer  them  some- 
thing in  return  for  their  self-sacrifice, 
where  is  the  virtue  in  passing  a  Bill  of  this 
description  ?  We  are  not  asked  to  enact 
legislation  which  will:  confer  no  benefit 
upon  unionists.  Seeing  that  these  men 
undertake  to  protect  the  rights  of  all  en- 
gaged in  their  own  particular  calling,  it  is 
only  fair  that  a  preferience  should  be  ex- 
tended to  them,  in  order  to  prevent  them 
being  made  the  victims  of  injustice.  At 
this  stage  I  have  no  desire  to  make  a 
lengthy  speech,  because  I  am  aware  that 
honorable  members  wish  to  take  a  vote  upon 
this  question.  I  should  like  to  sa.y,  how- 
ever, that  I  should  have  been  very  much 
better  pleased  if  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney  had  more  carefully 
cho^n  his  language  last  evening,  and  if 
he  had  been  more  considerate  of  the  feel- 
ings of  others.  The  one  taunt  levelle' 
against  the  Government  in  this  House  has 
been  that  we  were  clinging  to  this  Bill,  ncK 
that  we  might  secure  a  workable  measure 
of  arbitration,  but  that  we  might  remain 
(rfiice  for  a  few  days  longer.  I  say  that 
there  is  not  an  honest  man  in  the  country 
who  believes  that  charge.  The  desire  to 
oust  the  Ministry  does  not  arise  from  an 
honest  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether 
a  preference  should  be  extended  to  union- 
ists, but  springs  rather  from  the  fact  Uiat 


we  were  allowed  to  accept  office  as  a  nu 
of  grace,  that  we  have  done  a  great  i 
better  than  our  opponents  anticipated, 
the  country  is  beginning  to  realize 
others    are    capable    of  carrying 
the   Government   of  the  Oxnmonwe^ 
and  that  those  w^ho  have  been  accustoi 
to  regard  themselves  as  the  only  pen 
able  to  administer  its  a£fairs  are  in 
and  trembling  as  to  the  result.  | 
Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS  (South  Syds 
— The  honcvable  gentleman,  who  has 
resumed  his  seat,  has  referred  to  the  ch; 
which  has  been  levelled  against  the  Oj 
sition  that  its  members  have  been  "gag^ 
because  they  do  not  choose  to  enter  in 
more  or  less  useless  discussion  upcm 
much  debated  question.      So    far  £ 
there  having  been  a  caucus  meeting  I 
to  bring  about  any  such  result,  no  cai 
has  been  held  during  the  past  two  mor 
Moreover,  no  opinion  has  been  expressed 
the  leader  of  the  Oppositi<Hi  to  the  a 
that  honorable  members  upon  this  side 
the  House  should  abstain  from  addre& 
themselves  to  this  questicxi.  | 

Mr. '  Hutchison. — I  saw  four  boi 
able  members  opposite  holding  ano 

honorable  member  down.  | 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS.— Our  sili 
has  been  prompted  simply  by  a  desir< 
return  to  our  htxnes  at  the  end  of 
week,  instead  of  being  engaged  in  disc 
ing  a  motion,  the  result  of  which  is  a  f 
gone  concLusion.      Persraally,  I  sba 
have  preferred  that  the  Government 
been   subjected    to   a   direct  challei 
or  that  this  issue  had  been  fought  oui 
Committee.     In  any  case,  the  result 
have    been    the     same.      It     is  ' 
known    that    the    Ministry    have  no! 
majority  in  this  House.      I  say,  furtj 
that  many  honorable  members  upon 
side  of  the  chamber  are  twice  as  anx 
as  are  half  the  members  upon  the  ot 
side  to  secure  a  workable  measure  of  a 
tration.      They  wish  to  see  totat  of 
provisicHis  of  this  Bill  amended  in  *.a 
that  it  may  be  made  operative.  The\ 
not  desire  it  to  break  down  bv  reason 
its   own    rigidity.     The    Ministrv-  h 
chosen  to  make  this  question  vital  to  t! 
existence.      I  claim  that  the  amendca 
to  clause  48,  which  they  have  circuUi 
has  been  framed  with  a  desire  to  esc. 
from  an  awkward  position.     Their  ob 
was  to  make  use  of  Pontifex  Maximus  ; 
his  deputy  to  amend  the  amendment  of 
honorable  and  l&imed  member  for  Corinc 
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which  would  enable  them 
down,  and  thus  secure  the 
office.     Such   tactics  show 
no   more    desire    on  the 
3le  members  opposite  to  ob- 
iory  Conciliation  and  Arbi- 
in  there  is  on  the  part  of 
'.  members  upon  this  side  of 
It   is   perfectly   true  that 
members  of  the  Opposition 
opposed   to   this  class  of 
it  is  equally  true  that  seven 
erial  supporters  would  pro- 
:tremes  as  would  render  the 
Tative.     It  is  idle  for  them 
insincerity.     We  have  re- 
i  that  we  are  honestly  de- 
tain a  measure  of  concilia- 
ration  irrespective  of  what 
ly  be  in  office.     We  shall 
such  legislation  is  enacted, 
of   External    Affairs  has 
al   honorable   members  of 
jn     who     are     just  as 
their     advocacy     of  a 
i     character     as     he  is. 
and  learned  member  chose 
an  utter  abnegation  of  prin- 
for  the  motion  now  before 
accuse  me  of  breaking  my 
electors,  and  of  so  far  dis- 
politically  that  it  will  be 
ble  for  me  to  be  again  re- 
electors  of  South  Sydney, 
lay  be  excused  to  the  extent 
ke  a  rat  caught  in  a  trap, 
)uld  do  was  to  squeak,  and, 
I  for  mercy.    But  nothing  in 
position  justifies  him  in  turn- 
le  members  who,  on  this  side 
have  worked  most  in  accord 
re  is  nothing  to  justify  his 
honorable  members  as  objects 
Ltion.    I  have  here  the  first 
when  the  second  reading  of 
as  proposed.    Though  I  do 
jpy  the  time  of  'the  House  by 
ngthy  extracts,  I  may  be  al- 
that,  on  the  25th  August, 
sed  myself  very  strongly  in 
)ulsory  conciliation,  and  arbi- 

— Men  cannot  be  judged  by 
»  well  as  by  their  votes. 

EDWARDS.— I  shall  also 
ites  which  I  gave.  On  that 
I— 

of  determining  industrial  war- 
il  arbitration  is  one  to  which  I 
:ommitted  myself.    I  have  fur- 


ther committed  myself  to  vote  for  the  adoption 
□f  some  such  priaciple  ia  relation  to  Federal 
legislation,  and  I  find  that  I  am  compelled  to 
vote  for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  After 
a  careful  perusal  of  its  provisions,  however,  I  am 
forced  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  a  great 
deal  in  it,  which,  when  we  go  into  Committee, 
I  shall  have  to  oppose  very  strongly  in  order 
that  this  measure  may  be  brought  within  what, 
I  think,  are  the  only  justifiable  limits  for  us 
to  adopt  under  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber desired  to  make  the  Bill  unworkable. 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS.— I  shall  show 
by  my  votes  that  the  honorable  member  is 
quite  wrong  in  his  assumption.  What  I 
desired  was  a  workable  Federal  measure, 
and  to  that  end  I  voted  for  the  inclusion 
of  the  railway  operatives.  I  expressed  myself 
strongly  in  favour  of  that  course ;  but  I 
told  the  House  plainly  that  there  were  many 
proposals  which,  in  Committee,  I  should 
have  to  oppose.  That  was  before  the  last 
election,  during  which  I  dealt  with  this 
question  more  fully  in  detail.  While  I 
agreed  to  support  the  measure,  I  did  not 
agree  in  any  way  to  give  preference  to 
unioinsts.  Where  is  the  abnegation  of 
principle  ?  The  Minister  of  External 
Affairs,  flourishing  a  paper  as  though  it 
contained  my  signature,  exclaimed.  The 
honorable  member  has  broken  his  pledges 
in  supporting  this  amendment."  That  paper 
did  not  bear  my  signature ;  and  such  is  the 
contemptible  political  trickery  adopted  by 
the  Minister  of  External  Affairs  !  These 
are  the  facts ;  and  I  never  wish  to  hide  any 
of  my  political  promises  or  actions :  Mr. 
Robert  Hollis,  who  is  the  organizing  secre- 
tary of  the  Railway  Servants'  Association 
in  Sydney,  sent  to  me  a  circular  during 
the  election,  with  a  request  that  T  would 
say  whether  I  would  support  the  Bill  or  not. 
By  some  accident,  however,  that  circular 
went  to  the  wrong  address,  and  did  not 
reach  me  until  after  the  election.  Another 
gentleman,  who,  I  think,  is  the  organizing 
secretarv  of  the  Railway  Servants'  Associa- 
tion in  Victoria,  wrote  to  me  after  the  elec- 
tion, asking  whether  I  would  be  in  my 
place  in  the  House  to  support  the  inclusion 
of  raiiwav  servants  within  the  operation 
of  this  Bill ;  and  the  reply  I  sent  was  that 
I  had  supported  that  policy  before,  and 
would  continue  to  support  it.  I  never  gave 
a  pledce  to  anv  individual,  or  anv  bodv  or 
organization,  that  I  \.ould  support  prefer- 
ence to  unionists ;  because  I  believe 
that  by  adopting  that  preference  to 
its  fullest  extent,  we  would  make 
this  measure  anything  but  a  boon  to 
the    whole    working-class    population  of 
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the  Commonwealth.  This  is  a  measure 
for  settling  disputes  between  workmen  and 
their  emplojers,  but  there  has  been  a  sys- 
tematic attempt  all  through  to  make  it  a 
measure  in  the  interests  of  unionism ; 
and  that  is  what  I  object  ta  We  ought  to 
adopt  any  principle  we  can  to  get  all  dis- 
putes between  the  great  body  of  the  work- 
ing classes,  and  the  powerful  body  of  em- 
ployers, settled  by  peaceable  means ;  and 
I  have  gone  as  far  as  any  honorable  mem- 
ber, and  a  good  deal  further  than  some, 
in  endeavouring  to  make  this  Bill  more 
operative  on  its  conciliation  side.  Yet,  be- 
cause I  choose  to  think  that  the  Bill  can 
be  made  all  the  more  operative  by  limit- 
ing the  preference  given  to  unionists,  I  am 
subjected  to  those  charges  of  breaking 
my  political  promises  and  pledges — charges 
made  by  a  man  whose  political  ideal  has 
more  in  common  with  my  own  than  it  has, 
perhaps,  with  the  ideal  of  any  other  hon- 
orable member.  What  the  hcaiorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat  said  this 
afternoon — and  it  has  been  said  before — is 
very  true,  namely,  that  these  caucus-bound, 
league-tied  bodies,  are  more  bitterly  op- 
posed to  any  one  who  is  scxnewhat  in 
sympathy  with  them,  and  yet  remains  out- 
side their  iron  ring,  than  they  are  to  the 
most  bigoted  conservative  in  the  country. 
I  have  the  greatest  respect  for  most  of  the 
members  of  the  Labour  Party.  I  do  not 
know  that  there  is  any  man  in  the  public 
life  of  the  Commonwealth  for  whom  I  have 
greater  respect  than  I  have  for  the  Prime 
Minister ;  and  I  did  hope  that  when  he 
took  office,  he  would  break  down  this  caucus 
rule,  and  open  the  doors  of  the  Labour 
Party  more  widely  and  freely  for  the  ad- 
mission of  other  democrats,  so  as  to  make  a 
workable  party,  which  might  survive  and 
govern.  But  the  party  takes  up  a  clause 
like  this,  without  reference  to  their  own 
individual  opinions ;  simply  because  the 
strings  are  pulled  in  the  leagues  and 
unions.  They  say,  "  We  must  have  this 
clause,  or  otherwise  we  cannot  control  the 
political  machinery  and  organizations  be- 
hind us,  and  roust  be  bound  to  lose." 
The  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  who  are  supporting  this  measure 
from  a  clear  conviction  of  its  usefulness, 
have  nothing  to  gain.  What  does  it  matter 
to  roost  of  us  whether  we  sit  on  the  green 
seats  on  the  Ministerial  side,  or  the  green 
seats  on  the  Opposition  side?  We  are 
doing  what  we  think  is  best  in  the  interests, 
not  of  wiionism,  but  of  labour  and  indus- 
trial peace.  Legislation  of  this  kind  ought 
Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. 


to  have  been  the  death-knell 
unionism.  We  hear  talk  abo 
having  given  up  the  power  to  sti 
employers  are  giving  up  freedi 
tract,  so  that  there  are  conoesn 
sides.  But  if  it  is  sought  to  ] 
unions,  with  all  their  political  o 
and  ramifications,  and  give  the 
preference,  then  the  measure, 
being  one  to  assist  the  working 
prove  the  most  powerful  engine 
sion  and  tyranny  that  could  bi 
It  is  in  the  interests  of  the  gr 
the  working  classes  that  I  am 
my  vote  to-night,  to  retain  the  cl; 
inserted  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Webster. — So  as  to  kill 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS.— No 
Mr.  Webster. — Undoubtedly 
Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS.— Tb< 
be  hurled  back  that  those  who 
to  extremes  are  the  very  men  w 
the  Bill  and  prevent  its  being 
who  will  prevwjt  the  attainmeni 
dustrial  peace  which  is  the  aim  c 
lation. 

Mr.  Webster. — Can  the  horn 
ber  get  what  he  desires  from 
enemies  of  the  Bill  on  the  Opp( 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS.— I 
swer  the  honorable  member ;  his 
are  too  much  for  me,  and,  gene 
ing,  have  nothing  in  them  to  an! 
lieve  in  my  heart  that  some  s 
tion  as  this  is  necessary.  I  a 
interested  in  it  personally.  I 
been  a  member  of  any  employei 
tion.  But  I  am  an  employer 
I  desire  to  see  that  commercia 
which  I  believe  springs  from 
I  maintain  that  we  cannot 
dustrial  peace  so  long  as  tl 
of  unions  have  a  preference  to 
are  not  entitled  by  any  princip! 
or  by  any  honest  action  of  the 
of  this  ootmtry.  My  belief  is 
legislation  is  passed  unions  of  i 
can  pass  away,  and  the  new  o 
which  this  Bill  contemplates — si 
izations  of  those  employed  in 
try — take  their  place.  Why 
employer  at  the  present  time  < 
unionists?  Because  in  some 
finds  it  cheaper  to  do  so.  I 
stances  employers  find  it  mor* 
tive  to  employ  union  workmen, 
this  Bill  an  employer  must  pz 
wages  to  one  class  of  men  in  tht 
and  for  the  same  services  as  to  a 
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the  desire  to  employ  imhi- 
Lsappear,  and  the  distinction 
sts  and  ncxi-unionists  will 
I  am  pleading  for  free- 
e  workCTS  of  this  country, 
<ared  to  fight  this  battle  in 
if  need  be.  I  have  no 
ill  come  back  victorious. 

i(.ER  (Bass). — Considering 
the  debate  whicH  has  taken 
iresting  to  know  what  it  is 
e  are  here  not  to  represent 
Darty,  but  to  represent  Aus- 

present  lime  I  am  attached 
Therefore,  I  can  speak 
eedom  upon  this  question, 
d  that  a  new  departure  has 
d  that  a  new  method  has 
d  in  dealing  with  the  legis- 
!ommcHiwealth,  I  am  driven 
m  that  there  must  be  some 

It  has  been  stated  to-day 
tiat  has  taken  place  has  been 

catch  the  vote  of  the  Chair- 
tees.  I  do  not  think  it  rea- 
ose  that  an  honorable  mem- 
he  important  and  honorable 
irman  of  Committees  would 
)  stifle  discussion.  Because 
idroent  which  is  now  before 
lives  the  stifling  of  discus- 
s  understood  that  the  aim 
an  of  Committees  when  he 
ould  be  to  give  it  in  such 
ford  an  opportunity  for  the 
deration  of  the  question. 
■3  not  think  it  probable  that 
if  Committees  will  be  found 
:  debate  in  reference  to  a 

of  vast  importance  to  mem- 
nions,  and  to  others  who  are 
he  industrial  questions  af- 
Bill.  We  are  asked  to  de- 
e  majority  shall  rule.  The 
earned  member  for  Corinella 
e  is  no  diflSculty  in  proving 
■ity,  I  should  like  to  know 
,  propose  to  ascertain  the 

majority  of  those  engaged 
ar  trade?  I  venture  to  iay 
sible  to  ascertain  the  number 
oyed  in  any  industry  in  the 
We  have  had  a  little  ex- 

of  the  diificulty  of  ascer- 
nany  electors  there  are  in 
s  of  Australia.  It  seems 
(ssible  to  find  out  the  number 
Hnen  in  a  particular  district, 
e  difficult  to  find  out  how 


many  persons  are  affected  by  a  particular 
trade  dispute.  I  am  not  at  all  afraid  of 
the  threat  which  has  been  thrown  out  by 
the  hcHiorable  and  learned  member  for 
Ballarat,  that  those  honorable  members 
who  sit  in  the  corner  where  I  occupy 
a  seat  will  find  it  a  disadvantage 
when  they  go  before  the  electors  if  they  vote 
against  the  amendment.  I  am  one  of  those 
who  intend  to  vote  for  what  he  considers 
to  be  right,  irrespective  of  "Whether  that  vote 
commends  itself  to  the  electors  of  any  par- 
ticular district  or  not.  I  am  here  to  do 
my  duty,  and  intend  to  do  it.  If  the  electors 
do  not  like  it  they  can  place  me  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  poll.  But  I  should  not  like 
to  go  back  to  them  and  have  to  admit  that, 
having  been  elected  as  a  democrat  and  pro- 
tectionist, I  had  joined  the  Free-trade  Party. 
I  am  aware  that  that  point  is  outside  the 
limits  of  the  present  discussion,  and  as  I 
wish  to  confine  my  remarks  within  proper 
lines  I  will  proceed  no  further  with  it.  I 
repeat  that  I  believe  that  it  is  impossible  to 
find  out  the  number  of  persons  engaged  in 
the  industries  of  this  country.  Take,  for 
instance,  the  boot  trade.  How  would  hon- 
or^le  members  opposite  propose  to  find 
out  how  many  persons  in  Victoria  alone  are 
interested  in  the  boot  trade?  How  would 
they  propose  to  ascertain  how  many  shearers 
or  wharf  labourers  there  are,  or  how  many 
workmen  are  interested  in  other  occupa- 
tions? People  in  this  country  vary  their 
occupations  frequently.  Sometimes  they  are 
doing  one  thing,  sometimes  another.  Statis- 
tics are  unreliable,  because"  the  oocupations 
of  the  people  change  so  much.  A  man  may 
be  engaged  in  mining  this  week;  in  a  few 
weeks'  time  he  may  be  engaged  in  quite 
another  occupation.  It  is  only  fair  and 
reasonable,  seeing  that  the  Bill  has  been 
under  discussion  for  a  considerable  time, 
that  amendments  have  been  made  in  it, 
and  that  the  Prime  Minister  intimated  that 
he  intended  to  ask  the  House  to  recommit 
the  measure,  that  the  majority  of  honor- 
able members  should  allow  that  reconsidera- 
tion to  take  place.  I  cannot  understand 
why  the  closure  should  be  exercised.  Some 
question  has  been  raised  with  regard  to 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  vote 
upon  the  question  under  discussion 
was  formerly  taken.  It  was  a  hur- 
ried vote.  Many  honorable  members 
had  left  the  chamber  in  order  to  get 
ready  to  go  to  other  States.  After  the  divi- 
sion bell  had  been  ringing  for  some  time 
an  honorable  member  came  to  me  and  asked 
me  to  request  Mr.  Speaker  to  repeat  the 
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question,  because  he  feared  that  I  was  mak- 
ing a  mistake.  I  was  in  the  chamber  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  the  discussion,  because  I 
had  no  train  to  catch.  But  many  honorable 
members  came  in  at  the  last  moment.  One 
honorable  member  told  me-  on  the  following 
day  that  he  knew  that  he  had  made  a  mis- 
take. He  had  intended  to  vote  the  other 
way.  But  because  some  honorable  members 
have  a  desire  to  find  seats  on  the  Ministerial 
side  of  the  chamber  they  are  prepared  to 
throw  in  their  weight  against  the  Govern- 
ment, with  the  hope  of  taking  their  places. 
It  matters  not  to  me  which  side  of  the 
House  I  sit  upon,  so  long  as  I  can  secure 
the  legislation  which  I  think  is  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  Commonwealth.  But  I  do 
like  every  one  to  be  straightforward  and 
honorable  in  his  methods,  and  I  do 
not  consider  that  it  is  straightforward 
and  honorable  to  •  prevent  the  House 
from  going  into  Ccmimittee  in  order^  to 
reconsider  a  question  of  this  kind. 
Therefore  I  intend  to  vote  with  the  Go- 
vernment. I  shall  do  so,  not  because  they 
are  a  Labour  Ministry,  nor  because  certain 
gentlemen  at  present  occupy  the  Opposition 
benches ;  but  because  I  believe  in  fair  play, 
and  in  being  straightforward  and  above 
board. 

Mr.  BAMFORD  (Herbert).— I  shall  not 
detain  the  House  very  long ;  but  I  wish  to 
say  a  few  words  before  the  division  is 
taken.  I  desire,  in  the  first  place,  to  ask 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Cor- 
inella,  who  is  responsible  for  the  proviso 
in  regard  to  which  there  has  been  so  much 
debate,  what  he  really  means  by  it?  The 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Indi 
pointed  out  last  night  how  little  e£fect  it 
would  have  if  carried  in  its  present  fonn, 
and  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  answer 
his  arguments.  There  are  one  or  two 
members  of  the  legal  fraternity  at  present 
on  the  Opposition  benches,  and  I  ask  them 
to  say  what  the  position  really  means?  What 
is  meant  by  the  words  "  a  majority  of  those 
affected  by  the  award  who  have  interests  in 
common  with  the  applicants"?  In  some 
districts  would  not  almost  every  person  re- 
siding  there  be  so  affected?  Take  the 
coal-mining  district  of  Kcmimburra,  in 
Gippsland,  for  example.  Would  not  al- 
most every  person  residing  in  that  district 
be  affected,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  by 
an  award  ?  I  would  also  ask,  how  is  the 
opinion  of  the  majority  affected  to  be  ob- 
.tained,  when  a  question  concerning  the 
seamen,   the   wharf   labourers,   the  coal 


miners,  and  other  large  bodies  of  empld 
arises?  Every  member  of  the  induj 
would  have  to  be  individually  consulted 
order  to  obtain  the  opinicm  of  the  majoj 
and  it  would  be  utterly  imposnble  to  f<^ 
such  a  course  as  that. 

Mr.  McCay. — I  think  that  the  hcKXH 
member  misapprehends  the  meaning  of 
words  which  he  has  quoted. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— Possibly  I  do; 
members  of  the  legal  fraternity  so  twist 
alter  every  phrase  that  they  set  tbems< 
to  explain,  that  finally  not  even  they  tl 
selves  know  what  it  means.  What 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  do  i 
\vere  engaged  to  oppose  an  applicatior 
preference  made  by  an  industrial  un 
Would  he  not  ask  who  were  the  peopl* 
fected,  and  whether  the  unic»i  represeni 
majority  of  them  ?  Would  he  not  mab 
most  of  the  difficulties  I  have  suggej 
To  my  mind,  the  phraseology  of  the 
viso  is  very  loose  indeed,  and  if  we  lia» 
opportunity  for  the  reconsideration  v 
is  so  unhappily  being  refused  us,  I  w 
move  to  amend  the  proviso,  so  as  to  i 
it  read— 

A  majority  of  those  affected  by  the  awari 
have  induitrial  interests  in  common  with  the  : 

cants. 

That  would  considerably  limit  its  ap[ 
tion,  and  make  it  easier  to  obtain  an  a 
than  it  would  be  under  the  pro\*iso 
stands. 

Mr.  TUDOH. — Honorable  members  c 
site  would  not  agree  to  that. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— Honorable  mt-r 
do  not  wish  to  give  an  opportunity-  fo 
reconsideration  of  the  clause.  All  tht- 
sire  is  to  cross  over  to  these  benches,  -v 
we  have  graced  for  such  a  brief 
The  hcmorable  member  for  South  S> 
gave  the  whole  case  away  when  he  sai(i 
by  the  operation  of  a  common  rule,  the 
wages  would  be  paid  to  unionists  and 
unionists  alike.  As  has  been  pointer 
on  many  occasions,  that  is  what  we  des 
avoid.  We  wish  to  give  prcferen- 
unionists.  If  a  non-uni<xust  can  ocHnf 
employer  to  pay  the  same  wages  as  are 
to  a  imionist,  how  .can  men  be  indur< 
join  the  unims?  If,  under  those  rit 
stances,  a  man  was  asked  fo  be 
a  member  of  an  in  dustrial  o  r  c  ~ 
tion,  he  would  say,  **  What  U 
will  it  do  me  to  join  a  ur 
What  benefit  is  it  to  be  a  member  I 
union  unless  one  can  thereby  get  a  pr 
ence?"    Referring  to  the  attitude  oi 
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erally  in  this  matter,  I  can- 
;ring  that  they  have  stooped 
'  have  done.  The  standard 
orality  raised  by  the  La- 
is so  high  that  a  man 
ipright    beneath    it;  but 

of  political  morality  of 
nbers  opposite  has  been 
to  get  underneath  it  one  must 
One  of  the  first  speeches 
Chamber  after  the  meeting 
al    Parliament    here  must 

every  man  who  listened  to 
[   refer  to  the    speech  of 

and  learned  member  for 
poke  about  the  rarer  atmos- 
xal  politics,  and,  in  castigat- 
imber,  said  that  he  was  sorry 
stooped  so  low.  But 
le  mighty  fallen !  The 
J  learned  member  who 
rarer  atmosphere  in  Federal 
w  sitting  with  those  who 
nove  in  an  impure  and  much 
:ric  stratum.  The  honorable 
mber  for  Ballarat  has  agreed 
right  honorable  member  for 
3  lead  the  attack  on  the  Go- 
les ;  but  has  the  right  honor- 
he  confidence  of  the  people 
nwealth  ?    I  say  that  he  has 

. — He  has  certainly  not  the 
be  people  of  Victoria. 

ORD, — The  right  honorable 
have  the  confidence  of  the 
ist  Sydney,  but  he  has  not 
of  the  people  of  New  South 
right  honorable  gentleman 
nand  the  confidence  of  the 
Itate  in  which  he  was  Premier 
i,  and  he  was  afraid  to  stake 
at  the  last  election,  notwith- 
hat  had  been  said  in  this 
s  popularity.  He  challenged 
member  for  Hume  on  the 
House,  and  threatened  him 
j  penalties  at  election  time ; 
time  came  to  put  his  threats 
he  had  not  the  courage  of 
ut  allowed  one  of  his  lieuten-' 
■rificed  on  the  altar  of  free- 
say  that  honorable  mpmbers 
come  to  a  division^  t  have 
lat  we  should  settle  the  ques- 
or  the  other  for  some  time 
jults  of  the  approaching  vote 
well  forecasted,  and  I  regret 
lat  those  honorable  members 


who  seem  to  have  the  numbers  on  their  side 
should  have  declined  to  allow  the  Bill  to 
be  recommitted.  The  proviso  adopted  at 
the  instance  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella  was  carried  by  a 
snatch  vote,  and  if  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  had  been  possessed  of  those 
gentlemanly  instincts  to  which  he  has  laid 
claim,  he  would  never  have  sprung  a  sur- 
prise of  this  nature  upon  the  House. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio).— I  deprecate  ex- 
ceedingly the  very  personal  tone  adopted 
by  the  Minister  of  External  Affairs.  His 
attack  upon  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat  was  absolutely  unde- 
served. If  honorable  members  were  asked 
by  their  vote  to  show  the  respect  and  honour 
in  which  they  hold  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  his  sincerity  and  con- 
sistency in  this  matter,  I  am  sure  they 
would  heartily  respond,  and  that  the  Min- 
ister of  External  A£Fairs  would  stand  alone. 
We  should  do  everything  we  can  to  pre- 
serve the  dignity  and  honour  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  all  personal  .bitterness  should  be 
avoided  in  discussions  of  this  kind.  After 
careful  consideration,  I  have  decided  to 
maintain  the  attitude  which  I  assumed  on 
a  previous  occasion.  In  the  first  instance, 
I  voted  against  preference  to  unionists  al- 
together. I  then  said  that  I  would  support 
preference  to  unionists,  only  so  long  as  the 
organizations  had  no  political  objects,  and 
refrained  from  devoting  their  funds  to  poli- 
tical purposes.  I  consequently  voted  against 
the  original  clause,  and  I  supported  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella,  because  I  was  only 
too  glad,  at  that  time,  to  defeat  the  object 
of  the  clause.  I  thoroughly  agree  with  the 
attitude  taken  up  by  the  Government  in 
assuming  that  the  clause,  in  its  present 
shape,  would  entirely  fail  to  achieve  its 
original  object,  and  that  the  provision  as 
to  the  granting  of  preference  would  become 
a  mere  farce.  According  to  Hansard,  I 
spoke  on  29th  June  as  follows:  — 

I  am  io  favour  of  the  principle  of  the  amend- 
ment, however,  because,  while  I  do  not  think  it 
necessary  that  the  organizations  registered  under 
the  Bill  should  have  been  formed  solely  to  carry 
out  its  purposes,  I  think  that  they  should  exist 
solely  for  that  object.  If  existing  organizations 
purge  themselves  of  their  political  and  philan- 
thropic characteristics,  and  become  organizations 
existing  solely  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  the 
Bill,  I  would  have  no  objection  to  men  being 
compelled  to  join  them,  and  my  objection  to  the 
priiiciple  of  preference  to  unionists  would  at  once 
be  removed  If  the  unions  turn  their  atten- 
tion to  industrial  matters,  apart  from  any  political 
objects,  there  will  be  no  desire  to  prevent  union- 
ists from  securing  preferential  treatment. 
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My  statement  was  cheered  by  a  number  of 
honorable  members,  and  I  remember  dis- 
tinctly that  the  honca-able  member  for  New 
England  stated  that  he  perfectly  agreed 
with  me,  and  that  he  was  prepared  to  ac- 
cept the  principle  of  preference  to  unicmista 
if  the  unions  were  purged  of  their  political 
features.  Since  then  the  conditions  have  been 
entirely  changed,  because  the  Government 
ha^e  accepted  amendments  which  will  pre- 
vent a  preference  being  given  to  the  mem- 
bers of  an  organization  with  political  ob- 
jects, or  whose  funds  are  devoted  to  poli- 
tical purposes.  Therefore,  my  objection  to 
the  granting  of  preference  has  been  re- 
moved. I  should  prefer  to  see  the  present 
Government  carry  the  Bill  through,  because 
I  believe  that  they  honestly  intend  to  give 
effect  to  it.  I  could  have  rm  sympathy  with 
a  Government  whose  supporters  unbraced 
from  eleven  to  thirteen  honorable  members 
who  desired  to  destroy  the  Bill.  Such 
honorable  members  would  wield  an 
influence  which  would  be  sufficiently 
strong  to  paralyM  the  arm  of  the 
leader  of  any  new  Government,  and  I 
think  that  all  those  honorable  members 
who  advocate  conciliation  and  arbitration 
should  support  the  motion  for  the  reccsn- 
mittal  of  the  Bill.  We  should  remember 
what  was  60m  at  the  caucus  meeting  of 
the  party  to  which  I  belong.  The  follow- 
ing resolution  was  adopted: — 

That  this  party  U  not  prepared  to  consider 
propouls  for  a  coalititm,  except  on  condition  that 
the  Prime  Ministership  of  any  coalition  be  mc- 
corded  to  the  present  leader  of  this  party. 

That  decision  was  arrived  at  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Liberal  Party,  and  yet  we  find 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Ballarat  no  longer  occupying  the  pKwition 
of  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  refusing 
to  take  office.  The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney  would  prob^Iy  be  at 
the  head  of  the  new  Government'. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  not  in  order  in  discussing  that  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— It  is  just  as  well  that 
this  matter  should  be  settled.  If  I  am 
not  to  be  permitted  to  discuss  it,  it  will 
he  useless  for  me  to  proceed  any  further. 
The  amendment  proposed  by  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Corinella  is 
not  an  attack  upon  clause  48,  but  an 
.ittempt  to  take  the  business  of  the  House 
nut  of  the  hands  of  the  Government.  It 
is  equivalent  to  a  vote  of  want  of  confid- 
dence,  and  I  contend  that  I  should  be  per- 

*'ted  to  discuss'  the  whole  of  the  policy 


of  the  present  Ministry,  and  also  to  r 
to  the  probable  consequences  of  the 
about  to  be  given. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  already  n 
more  than  once  that  the  question  be 
the  Chair  is,  so  far  as  I  know,  not  on 
confidence,  or  want  of  confidence,  in 
Government,  but  whether   certain  m 
shall  or  shall  not  be  omitted  fnom 
motion  which  hsts   been   moved  bv 
Prime  Minister.    The  Prime  Minister 
moved  the  reonnmitta]  of  certain  clau 
and  the  h(Hiorable  and  learned  member 
Corinella  has  moved  th^  the  figures 
should  be  struck  out  of  the  moticHi. 
effect  of  adopting  his  amendment  wc 
be  to  prevent  the  recommittal  of  clause 
I  know  nothing  more  than  that.  an( 
must,  as  far  as  practicable,  confine 
debate    to   the  questkm  which   I  I 
stated. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— You  say,  sir,  I 
you  know  nothing  more  than  that  tti 
you  have  stated,  and  I  therefore  prof 
to  place  some  further  information  be! 
you.  It  would  be  most  unfortunate  if 
were  to  remain  in  ignorance  of  the  stj 
ment  made  bv  the  Prime  Minister  in  I 
House,  and  in  your  presence,  that  if 
amendment  were  carried  the  Govemni 
would  resign. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  I 
learned  member  will  recognise  that  no  5 
information  as  that  can  alter  the  faas 
fore  me.   The  facts  set  out  in  the  not' 
paper,  and  wfaidi  have  just  been  read 
me,  are  the  only  ones  on  which  I  may  i 
ceed.    Throughout   the   ddiate    I '  h 
heard  frequoit  complaints  as  to  the  dis^ 
sion  being  confined  within  narrow  lin 
but  that  would  not  be  the  case  if  the  h 
orable  and  learned  member's  oMitenl 
were  correct.     The  fact  that  the  fatq 
the  Government  depends  on  this  issia 
not  one  which  can  be  debated,  except  1 
dentally.     That  it  can  be  inddentall  j 
ferred  to  is  evident,  because  the  bono 
and  learned  membc^  has  dealt  with 
that  way,  and  while  be  so  treated  it,  I 
not  stop  him.      When,  however,  he 
ceeded  to  debate  the  general  question. 

[  to  discuss  the  relative  merits  of  the  pn 
Government  and  its  possible  successri 
was  bound  to  prevent  him  from  procea 

[  further  in  that  direction,  because  thj 
entirely  beyond  the  question  before 
Chair. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Let  me  put  h 
you,  sir,  some  of  the  facts  vhkii  have- 
mentioned  during  the  ideb^   iTbe  E 
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tated  that  if  the  amendment 

will  resign,  and  the  honor- 
leamed  member  for  Cor- 
Uso  infonned  the  House 
aware  from  certain  state- 
outside   by   the  hmorable 

he  will  take  the  course  indi- 
re  likewise  heard  the  matter 
the  honorable  and  learned 
Jallarat,  but,  unfortunately, 
rable  member  for  East  Svd- 

leader  of  the  Opposition, 
re  to  take  part  in  the  de- 
noiable  and  learned  member 
lid  that  he  knew  he  was  dis- 
on  on  which  the  fate  of  the 
epended,  and  every  member 
try,  save  the  Postmaster- 
lid  that*  that  is  so.  I  propose 
those  statements,  deliberately 
rorrect.  I  think  that  the 
a.ve  too  much  good  sense  to 

be  fulfilled. 

KER. — I  am  sure  that  the 
learned  member  desires  to 
le  limits  of  debate,  and  hav- 
ise  facts,  I  ask  him  now  to 
niss  clause  48. 

CH. — If  the  closure  be  once 
,s  way  it  will  give  rise  to  a 
1  similar  to  that  following  the 
the  closure  in  the  House  of 
sre  it  afterwards  applied  most 
rds  those  who  caused  its 
F  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
honorable  and  learned  mem- 
irat  allow  your  ruling,  Mr. 
Lss  without  criticism,  a  danger- 
will  be  created.  I  appeal 
i  of  parties  to  see  that  the 
rable  members  are  not  unduly 
Lit  if  I  do  not  receive  the 
I  I  expect  from  them,  I  must 
he  consideration  of  the  clause, 
discuss  the  fiscal  side  of  this 
lave  to  recognise  in  the  first 
le  amendment  is  being  sup- 
majority  of  the  members  of 
e  party,  and  that  it  is  also 
silent  support  of  a  large 
ttectionists,  who  are  apparently 
w  themselves  to  be  absorbed 
trade  Opposition.  I  desire 
will  happen  to  the  industries 
if  we  permit  the  leader  of  the 
(position  to  take  possession  of 
benches.  I  fail  to  see  why 
lists  who  are  fighting  with  the 


Mr.  SPEAKER. — During  the  debate  I 
have  repeatedly  prevented  honorable  mem- 
bers from  discussing  the  fiscal  issue,  and  if 
I  were  i»w  to  permit  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  to  deal  with  it  I  should  be 
guilty  of  a  distinct  injustice  to  those  honor- 
able members.  I  must  therefore  apply  to 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  the  same 
rule  that  I  have  done  to  others. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— That  would  be  the  po- 
sition, sir,  unless  a  new  view  were  presented 
to  your  mind.  Unlike  the  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney,  I  shall  not  deal 
with  the  general  question,  and  then  find  in 
the  end  that  I  am  unable  to  ccmnect  it  with 
the  matter  immediately  before  the  Chair.  It 
is  admitted  that  we  cannot  have  protection 
for  the  manufacturer  without  protection  for 
the  worker,  and  that  we  cannot  have  pre- 
ference for  unionists  unless  we  have  pre- 
ference for  manufacturers.  I  have  already 
pointed  out,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  you  allowed 
the  Minister  of  External  Affairs  to  diverge 
from  the  ordinary  channel  of  debate,  and  I 
desire  to  present  a  new  v^ew  of  the  position 
to  you.  I  wish  to  show  that  the  fiscal  issue 
and  the  question  of  preference  are  cognate 
subjects.  I  find  it  absolutely  impossible 
to  deal  with  unionism  and  preference  with- 
out showing  that  the  mamifacturer  and  the 
capitalist  are  entitled  to  a  similar  preference 
when  opposed  to  outside  competitors. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  cannot  adopt  the 
honorable  and  learned  member's  vtiew  of  the 
position.  It  seems  to  me  that,  while  casual 
reference  to  these  matters  has  undoubtedly 
been  permitted,  I  cannot,  in  pursuance  of 
my  duties,  allow  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  'to  discuss  the  fiscal  issue  in  any 
form  whatever.  There  is  a  certain  course 
open  to  the  honorable  and  learned  member, 
and  I  must  ask  him  to  observe  the  rule  I 
have  already  laid  down,  or  move  that  the 
House  disagree  with  my  ruling ;  in  which 
case  he  will  be  able  to  take  the  sense  of 
honorable  members  on  the  point. 

Mr.  CROUCH. — As  a  junior  member  of 
the  House,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  too  indebted 
to  you  for  your  courtesy  and  guidance  to 
attempt  to  contest  your  ruling;  but  I 
desire  to  say,  with  all  respect,  that  I  think 
my  contentitwi  is  correct.  I  shall  not,  how- 
ever, take  any  such  step  as  I  think  I  might 
justifiably  take,  but  shall  accept  your  ruling. 
I  wish  to  refer  to  the  position  of  the  pre- 
sent Treasurer  leaving,  office  and  being  suc- 
ceeded by  an  extravagant  Treasurer,  in  the 
person  of  the  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney. 
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Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— He  has  the  most 
economical  record  of  any  Treasurer  of  New 
South  Wales. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  desire  to  show  that 
if  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  becomes 
Prime  Minister  a  large  amoiint  of  loan 
money  will  almost  certainly  be  expended. 
When  he  was  Treasurer  of  New  South 
Wales  he  si»nt  very  considerable  sums  of 
Savings  Bank  mcmey. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  already  asked 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  to  do 
one  of  two  things — either  to  take  the  proper 
course  of  moving  dissent  from  my  ruling, 
or  to  discuss  clause  48.  I  must  ask  him 
not  to  continue  in  his  endeavour  to  introduce 
distinctlv  irrelevant  matter. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  should  like  to  be  per- 
mitted to  show  that  unionists  deposit  Uieir 
money  chiefly  with  the  Savings  Banks,  and 
that  consequently  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  East  Sydney  showed  preference 
for  unionists*  money. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  will  not  take  one  of  the 
two  courses  I  have  indicated,  I  shall  have 
to  ask  him  to  conclude  his  speech,  and  to 
call  upon  some  other  honorable  member. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  am  exceedingly  sorry 
that  the  area  covered  by  this  d^te  is  of 
such  a  limited  character.  If  I  am  able 
to  show  that  the  proposal  of  the  hcmorable 
and  learned  member  for  Corinella  has  bad 
the  effect  of  absolutely  "gagging"  this 
House,  the  Ministry,  and  its  supporters  

Mr.  Kennedy. — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  I  desire  to  know  whether  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  is  in  order  in 
attributing  to  another  honorable  '  member 
the  "  gagging "  of  the  House,  seeing  that 
the  proc^ure  which  has  been  adopted  is 
in  accordance  with  the  Standing  Orders? 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  would  ask  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  to  withdraw  the 
statement  to  whidi  objection  has  been 
taken. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  withdraw  it.  I  re- 
peat that  the  House  is  prevented  fr<Mn 
clearly  expressing  its  opiniOT  upon  this 
question.  I  am  satisfied  with  being  stopped 
from  speaking,  as  it  will  show  that  owing 
to  the  unprecedented  procedure  which  has 
been  adopted,  the  Ministry  and  their  sup- 
porters are  denied  an  opportunity  of  justify- 
ing themselves  before  the  cx)untr\-.  I  am 
not  a  member  of  the  Labour  Party,  but  I 
am  .stronjtiv  opposed  to  the  Free-trade  Partv 
in  everv  direction,  and  I  therefore  intend  to 
vote  with  the  Government. 


Mr.  BROWN  (Canobolas).  —  I  do 
propose  to  discuss  this  question  exhausti\ 
as  I  should  have  done  had  the  forms 
the  House  permitted  me.  One  of  the  p( 
says,  "  Things  are  not  what  they  see 
The  truth  underlying  that  statement 
abundantly  exemplified  upon  the  present 
casion.  Honorable  members  are  invi 
to  debate  the  question  of  whether  the  C 
ciliation  and  Arbitratitm  Bill  shall  be 
committed  with  a  view  to  reconsider 
clause  48.  That  is  the  seemizig  pui[ 
of  the  amendment  which  has  engaged  tlie 
tention  of  this  House  for  the  past  ih 
days.  Although  you,  sir,  have  no  <^ 
knowledge  of  the  fact,  we  are  all  a« 
that  that  is  not  the  real  questicxi  whkt 
exercising  the  minds  of  honorable  memb 
The  real  issue  iSf  **  Shall  the  preset  ' 
vernment  ccmtinue  to  oocupy  tl^  Tress 
benches,  or  shall  they  give  place  to  cert 
honorable  members  who  now  sit  upon 
Opposition  side  of  the  House?"  \V1 
the  present  Ministry  assumed  office,  the 
was  raised  that  if  they  were  given  a  i 
weeks'  trial— in  other  words,  if  thev  w 
allowed  rope  enough,  they  would'  hj 
themselves.  Evidently  that  prediction  I 
been  falsified,  otherwise  the  Opposit 
would  scarcely  adopt  the  roimdal. 
method  of  bludgeoning  Ministers  upon 
proposal  to  recommit  clause  48  instead! 
engaging  them  in  a  straight-out  fia 
A  similar  attempt  to  bludgeon 
was  made  in  Committee,  but  h<  -n 
able  members  opposite  were  defeaj 
by  a  majority  of  one.  Now  U 
hope  to  accomplish  in  the  House  what  il 
failed  to  achieve  in  Ccxnmittee.  It  I 
been  urged  tHat  the  Government  ought  1 
to  have  made  this  question  a  \-itaI  J 
What  is  the  meaning  of  the  amendment 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  O 
nella?  It  means  taking  the  business  of 
House  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Govemmi 
I  trust  that  those  members  of  the  Opp< 
tion  who  may  soon  occupy  the  Tre.i5i 
benches,  will  not  be  so  completely  Josti 
what  is  right  and  proper  as  to  retain  Mhl 
terial  office  if  they  are  defeated  under  «ii 
lar  circumstances.  It  is  not  creditaMe 
those  who  are  responsible  for  the  pr« 
position  that  they  refused  to  submit  a  .11: 
no-oonfidence  motion,  under  corer  of  w  h 
the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  present  J 
ministration  could  have  been  disciissi 
The  real  question  involved  in  this  debat^ 
not  one  of  granting  a  preference  tounionii 
but  of  extending  a  preference  to  bonori 
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•n  the  Oppontion  side  of  the 
have  grown  tired  of  sitting 

ess  that  clause  48,  in  the  form 
.■emment  proposed  to'amend  it, 
with  my  approval.  I  regret  very 
their  desire  to  meet  the  views 
'able  members,  whom  they  cre- 
iincere  desire  to  secure  a  mea- 
X)  cc»npulsory  arbitration,  they 
onceded  more  than  they  should 
hey  have  now  awakened  to  the 
real  issue  before  the  House  is 
reference  to  unionists,  but  of 
certain  honorable  members. 

R. — We  went  to  the  last  ex- 
^e  the  Bill. 

'^N. — Under  the  circumstances 
ny  vote  on  this  issue  with  the 
although  I  do  not  know  that 
as  submitted  is  one  I  should 
efore  my  constituents, 

PENTER  (Fremantle).— I 
luch  that  the  action  of  the 
niber  for  Corinella  prevents 
lorable  members  to  consider  in 
natter  which  is  altogether  new, 
1  my  opinion,  is  of  the  very 
tance.  If  we  could  have  got 
;e,  and  I  could  have  had  an 
o  ask  honorable  members  to 
question  to  which  I  refer,  I 

they  would  sympathize  with 
ret.  The  position  arises  from 
itituted  by  the  honorable  and 
ber  for  Corinella,  either  at 
n  of  other  honorable  mera- 
5  own  initiative.  I  feel  sure 
;r  which  I  propose  to  discuss 
even  those  on  the  other  side, 
osed  to  compulsory  arbitra- 
ard  as,  at  least,  of  some  im- 

the  first  place,  however,  I 
.  few  words  in  regard  to  the 
te  by  the  honorable  and 
ler  for  Ballarat  I  must  ex- 
prise  at  the  unwonted  beat 
norable  and  learned  member 
he  debate.  Such  warmth  is 
with  him.  So  far  as  I  am 
>t  know  that  the  honorable  and 
)er  has  ever  gone  so  far  in 
eelings,  and  in  bringing  him- 
flict  with  the  forms  of  the 
ias,this  afternoon. 

ABLE  Member. — The  honor- 
led  member  was  "  hard  hit." 
ENTER.— If  to  be  told  the 
"  hard  hit/'  I  can  understand 


the  remarks  of  the  Minister  of  External 
Affairs  having  such  an  effect  on  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Ballarat. 
I  wish  to  discuss  the  matter  before  us  with 
as  little  heat  as  possible,  but  at  the  same 
time  to  express  ray  opinion  in  a  very 
straightforward  way,  without  mincing  my 
words  in  the  least  degree.  The  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Ballarat,  pointing 
his  finger  scxnewhat  dramatically  at  hon- 
orable members  who  sit  on  the  Government 
cross  benches,  affected  to  warn  them  of 
something  that  would  happen  as  a  conse- 
quence of  their  support  being  given  to 
Ministers  on  this  question.  The  reason 
given  by  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  the  warning  was  that  the  Labour  Party 
are  always  most  bitterly  opposed  to  those 
who  are  most  closely  allied  to  them,  and 
who  desire  to  help  that  party  to  carry  out 
their  measures. 

Mr.  Kennedy.  —  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  could  speak  with  some  ex- 
perience in  that  respect. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— I  do  not  know 
what  the  honorable  and  learned  member's 
experience  has  been.  I  am  only  concerned 
in  expressing  my  own  views.  Whether  it 
be  a  question  of  prefermce  to  unionists,  the 
qualifications  necessary  to  obtain  preference, 
or  any  other  matter  affecting  the  interests 
of  workers,  the  latter  take  a  keen  interest 
to-day — an  interest  keener,  perhaps,  than 
in  days  gone  by — in  what  goes  on  in  this 
andi  other  Parliaments.  They  take  note  of 
members  who,  on  the  platform,  express  on 
broad  general  principles  all  sorts  of  sym- 
pathy with  the  labour  movement,  but  who, 
when  they  are  elected,  at  once  begin  to  water 
down  their  principles,  with  the  result,  again 
and  again,  of  emasculating  measures  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  render  them  of  no  benefit  to 
those  who  hoped  so  much. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  Government  accepted 
a  clause  which  struck  politics  out  of  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  Fisher. — The  Government  went  to 
the  last  extremity  to  save  the  Bill ;  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Dalley  knows  it. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— Why  is  it  that  the 
Labour  Party  have  to  oppose  men  who  work 
and  fight  with  us  in  nine  battles  out  of 
ten?  The  fact  is,  that  there  always 
comes  a  time  when  we  have  to  deal  with 
a  crucial  question.  When  we  come  to 
the  last  ditch  our  false  friends  desert  us ; 
and  it  is  of  those  false  friends  of  whom 
the  outside  electors  take  note,  and  whom  we 
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shall  have  to  fight  when  the  electims  come 
round.  We  do  not  fight  such  men  because 
they  are  our  friends,  but  because  they  pro- 
fess to  be  our  friends,  and,  when  the  test 
is  applied,  desot  us,  and  fight  igainst  us 
with  our  bitter  opponents.  I  am  glad  to 
be  able  to  sa^  that,  so  far  as  I  know,  the 
personal  relations  of  members  on  either  side 
of  the  House  are  as  good  as  they  could  be, 
and  I  hope  that  will  always  be  so,  in  spite 
of  our  great  political  differences.  But  out- 
side the  House  we  have  to  deal  with  those 
who  have  been  referred  to  as  "our  masters." 
Those  are  the  people  who  make  our  politics 
for  us,  and  who  say  who  shall  be  opposed 
and  who  supported  ;and  the  choice  then  rests 
not  on  personal  like  or  dislike,  but  simply 
on  the  distinction  inevitably  made  between 
friends  and  foes.  When  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Ballarat  warns 
honorable  members,  I  reply  that  so  long  as 
he  has  been  true  to  the  people,  who  sent 
him  to  this  or  any  other  Parliament,  they 
have  been  true  to  him.  If,  in  the  case 
of  that  honorable  and  learned  member,  and 
of  any  other  honorable  members,  there  is 
now  a  breaking  away,  it  is  not  because  the 
people  are  less  true  to  diem,  but  simply 
because  the  people  suspect  them  of  falling 
away  from  political  grace.  I  hope  that 
before  we  have  to  go  to  the  electors  on 
this  or  any  other  question,  those  honorable 
members  to  whwn  I  refer  will  give  some 
signs  of  repentance,  and  that  there  will  be 
no  necessity  whatever  to  oppose  candidates 
whom  we  should  like  to  have  with  us  fight- 
ing in  the  interests  of  the  people.  The 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Ballarat 
sought  to  show  that  there  was  really  no 
difference  between  the  amendment  which 
was  carried  on  a  snatch  vote  in  Committee 
and  the  amendment  which  the  Government 
desire  to  propose.  I  am  aware  that  legal 
gentlemen  have  a  great  deal  of  subtlety,  and 
can  associate  different  ideas  with  the  same 
words ;  but  when  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  seeks  to  tell  us  that  it  is  only 
necessary  to  satisfy  the  Court  that  a  ma- 
jority connected  with  the  trade  are  repre- 
sented in  order  to  have  preference  granted, 
I  say  he  is  not  correctly  interpreting  the 
proviso  inserted  at  the  instance  of  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Corinella. 
If  it  were  simply  a  question  of  satisfying 
the  Court  that  there  was  a  majority  con- 
nected with  that  industr>',  I  could  under- 
stand the  objection  to  making  any  altera- 
tion. But  I  would  point  out  that  the 
*neindment  goes  very  much  further  than 
Mr,  Carf enter. 


that.  The  prc^xisal  of  the  bonor^le  m 
learned  member  for  Corinella  reads — 
And  provided  further  that  no  sacb  prefCTe=< 
shall  be  directed  to  be  given  unless  the  applk 
tion  for  such  pieference  is  in  the  opintcH)  of  t' 
Court  approved  by  a  majority  of  those  v&eeXt 
by  the  award,  who  have  interests  in  conuooo  wi 
the  applicants. 

Who  is  going  to  determine  how  ma 
people  have  interests  in  common  with  i 
applicants,  and  who  those  people  are? 

Mr.  CoNSOY. — ^The  Court  will  deci 
that. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— Who  is  going 
decide  whether  die  majority  is  in  favour 
the  application  fm  fveference?  If  1 
legal  members  opponte  are  so  willing 
leave  it  to  the  Court,  why  do  they  d«  t 
cept  the  proposal  of  the  Government,  wU 
simply  says  to  the  Court,  "  If  you  are  sal 
fied  that  the  applicants  substantially  rep 
sent  the  industry,  you  can  give  prefereno 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — What  is  the  tiiffereoc 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— If  the  honorai 
member  cannot  see  the  difference  he  ct 
not  see  much.  Here  is  a  direct  sta 
ment  that  there  has  to  be  proof  tha 
majority  have  approved  of  the  applicad 
being  made.  Not  only  that,  but  a  ma 
rity  of  those  affected  by  the  award,  a 
I'f  those  who  have  interests  in  <xxm 
with  the  applicants  must  also  appn 
of  the  applicaticHi.  The  object: 
seems  to  me  to  be  so  plain  that 
wonder  how  an^  honcsable  weaA 
opposite  can  give  his  adherence  to  the  p 
posal,  and  expect  that  anything  worka 
will  come  out  of  it.  Take  my  own  tra' 
We  have  in  Western  Australia  a  Bo:*, 
makers'  Association,  in  which  I  make  U 
to  say  all  the  ccanpetent  men  Tn  the  tra 
are  enrolled.  Outside  that  association  th- 
is  a  floating  number  of  men  who  have 
smattering  of  knowledge  of  the  trade,  a: 
who  go  away  to  the  north  and  nortli-nl 
porticHis  of  the  country  enga^g  themseli 
visually  in  certain  of  the  simpler  branc! 
of  the  trade.  Those  men  cannot  beloo: 
the  union,  because  they  are  not  trades tw 
Probably  they  would  not  join  it  if 
were,  because  the  work  in  tfte  part  of  ' 
country  where  they  live  is  so  intenniiti 
that  they  have  to  get  a  day's  work  here  a 
there,  and  then  turn  their  hands  to'oti 
occupations. 

Sir  John  Fobbest. — ^Wh^  is  tlie  qa 
fication  for  member^ip  of  the  union? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— The  usual  quaf 
cation  is  iiaving  served  an  apprentices! 
to  the  trade. 
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ORREST. — Cannot  a  man  be  a 
vise? 

iNTER. — No;  having  served 
to  the  trade  is  a  very  neces- 
ion.   These  men  who  are  not 
11,  and  who  merely  do  a  day's 
Lrade  now  and  then,  would, 
.vision,  claim  to  be  connected 
try,  and  to  be  affected  by  the 
would  it  be  possible  for  the 
give  the  Court  any  evidence 
these  men  approved  or  did 
the  application?  They  could 
[o  it. 

ORREST. — ^The  amendment  of 
It  requires  that  the  members 
shall  be  substantially  repre- 

iNTER. — No  CMie  would  dis- 
Usociation,  covering  the  chief 
the  State,  substantially  repre- 
ustry.  In  a  case  of  this  kind, 
i  should  be  paid  to  those  who 
rtical  experience  of  what  they 
bout    If  the  question  under 
e  an  agricultural  one,  I  should 
all  times  to  listen  to  the  agri- 
)ers,  and  to  take  advice  from 
ig  that  they  knew  more  about 
.    It  would  be  folly  for  me, 
ely  a  theoretical  knowledge  of 
o'pit  that  knowledge  against 
1  experience.    In  this  case,  I 
norable  members  on  this  side 
have  some  practical  knowledge 
e  dealing  with.  Nevertheless, 
mbers  opposite  refuse  to  pay 
I   to   what    we   say.  There 
aice    that  the    question  is 
Ted  on  its  merits.    There  is 
ibination  of  parties,  who  take 
of  refusing  to  allow  any  fresh 
3  be  forced  upon  their  minds, 
e  the  Ministry   upon  having 
stand  they  have  done,  and  re- 
Id  office  if  the  vote  is  cast 
We  have  been  taunted  again 
:ause  the  Government  have  ac- 
1  amendments,  and  have  been 
neet  the  Opposition  half  way. 
n  taunted  with  backing  down, 
rificing  everything  for  the  pur- 
ling office.  The  answer  is  that 
ition  upon  which  there  is  going 
ng  down.    Wherever  there  has 
lable  prospect  of  improving  the 
e  be«i  prepared  to  meet  the 
alf  way.    But  honorable  mem- 
;  are  now  insisting  upon  an 


amendment  which  would  take  all  the  vi- 
tality out  of  the  Bill,  and  make  it  unwork- 
able. I  am  proud  to  sit  behind  a  Govern- 
ment which  says  that  rather  than  put 
through  a  make-belief  Bill  they  will  resign 
office,  and  allow  others  to  take  their  places. 
I  am  sure,  that  the  great  public  of  Aus- 
tralia will  approve  of  their  action. 

Mr.  FiSHZR. — If  we  agreed  to  this 
amendment  hcmorable  members  opposite 
would  immediately  propose  something  else. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— There  is  no  satis- 
fying those  who  oppose,  simply  because 
they  sit  in  Opposition,  and  who  have  no  de- 
sire to  pass  legislation  unless  they  have  the 
sole  direction  of  it.  It  has  been  claimed 
that,  in  the  present  instance,  honorable 
members  opposite  are  simply  doing  what 
was  done  in  connexion  with  another  part 
of  the  Bill  some  three  months  ago,  when 
the  previous  occupants  of  the  Treasury 
benches  took  a  similar  stand.  There  is  no 
parallel  whatever.  I  think  I  can  speak  for 
every  honorable  member  in  the  party  be- 
hind the  Government,  when  I  say  that  it  was 
with  very  much  regret  that  we  heard  that 
the  ex-Prime  Minister  intended  to  take  the 
stand  that  he  did  in  connexion  with  the 
amendment  relating  to  the  railway  servants. 
I  should  have  preferred  him  to  remain  in 
office,  and  would  have  given  him  a  loyal 
assistance  in  perfecting  the  measure. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — He  made  a  mis- 
take. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  the  honorable  and  learned  gentle- 
man has  now  come  to  that  conclusion  him- 
self. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — He  is  more  convinced 
than  ever  that  he  was  right. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— If  the  ex-Prime 
Minister  thinks  that  he  was  right,  I  am 
very  sorry  indeed  for  the  position  in  which 
he  finds  himself  to-day.  I  believe  that  the 
honorable  and  learned  member,  who  has 
moved  this  amendment,  is  acting  on  his  own 
initiative.  But  his  conduct  resembles  that 
of  the  cat  in  the  fable.  Honorable  mem- 
bers will  remember  that  the  monkey  made 
use  of  the  cat's  paw  to  pull  the  chestnut 
out  of  the  fire.  It  has  been  said  by  some 
honorable  members  that  that  is  not  so,  and 
I  accept  the  disclaimer.  But  I  should 
like  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  to  attend 
in  the  chamber,  and  give  us  some  reason 
for  what  is  being  done.  The  people  of 
Australia  have  a  right  to  be  suspicious  of 
a  leader  who.  at  a  time  like  this,  is  con- 
spicuous by  his  absence.      If  those  whd 
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are  following  him  have  confidence  in  hinii 
they  are  very  easily  pleased.  The  people 
outside  are  watching  what  is  hang  done 
here.  They  are  following  the  acti(HU  of 
honorable  members  who  have  pledged 
themselves  to  pass  a  workable  Conciliation 
and  Arbitration  Bill.  In  th^  report  of 
the  general  secretary  to  the  Victorian  Amal- 
gamated Miners*  Association,  just  pub- 
lished, I  find  these  words — 

Almost  every  one  admits  the  necessity  of  anioos, 
aad  tbat  all  workers  should  be  members  of  same, 
yet  Mr.  McCay  is  endeavouriog  to  put  a  sprag 
m  the  wheel  of  the  ttnionistic  coach,  and  prevent 
iu  progress.  The  opponents  of  the  measure  will 
again  support  him,  but  I  trust  those  members  who 
pose  as  workers'  friends  will  now  see  their  way 
clear  to  vote  in  favour  of  the  excision  of  Mr. 
McCay's  amendment,  and  then  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  Bill  will  speedily  become  law. 

The  miners  of  Maldon,  Talbot,  Mary- 
borough, and  other  Victorian  mining 
centres,  are  looking  for  the  passing  of  tliis 
measure,  and  are  hoping  that  their  repre- 
sentatives will  stand  by  it.  They  are 
watching  very  keenly  the  action  of  honor- 
able members  who  are  supporting  those  who 
are  referred  to  as  the  opponents  of  indus- 
trial arbitration. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  Government  did 
not  expect  me  to  support  them.  Over 
three  weeks  ago  a  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment asked  the  miners  in  my  district  to 
put  a  labour  man  in  my  place. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Is  that  why  the  hcmor- 
able  member  is  now  opposed  to  arbitration? 

Mr.  Salmon. — I  mention  the  matter 
merely  to  show  that  the  Government  did  not 
expect  to  get  my  vote. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— I  did  not  wish  to 
refer  to  the  honorable  member  personally ; 
he  has  projected  himself  into  the  debate ; 
but  the  remarks  which  I  have  read  deal  with 
those  who  have  been  with  us  hitherto,  and 
are  now  turning  their  backs  on  the  measure. 
I  will  not  discuss  what  may  take  place  be- 
tween the  honorable  member  and  his  con- 
stituents. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  honorable  member 
was  discussing  my  positira.  The  places  he 
menticHied  are  in  my  electorate. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  —  In  discussing 
questions  affecting  the  workers,  we  have 
heard  those  who  attack  the  Labour  Party 
sav  that  they  are  as  good  as  labour  men. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Who  has  said  that? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— If  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  has  not  said  it,  Z  am 
sure  that  he  thinks  it.  But  while  I  have 
heard  both  Conservatives  and  Liberals  claim 


to  be  a&  good  as  labour  mei^  I  have  ne 
heard  any  one  claim  to  be  as  good  as  a  C 

servative  or  as  good  as  a  Liberal.  i 

Mr.  SPEAK.£R.~Is  the  honorable  mi 
ber  now  discussing  clause  48  ? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— I  am  replying  to 
honorable  member  for  Laanecoorie.  I  do  i 
however,  wish  to  refer  to  anything  whiq 
not  strictly  relevant.  At  the  ccsnmenceni 
of  my  remarks,  I  spoke  of  a  matter  wH 
I  do  not  think  had  been  mentioned  befj 
though  I  have  discussed  it  with  one  or  1 
honorable  members,  and  hope  to  brini 
forward  in  Committee.  It  is  of  the  ut^ 
importance,  and  may  have  considerable 
feet  on  the  future  of  the  Bill.  Wesj 
Australia  has  been  partknilarly  referred 
while  the  measure  has  been  under  discuss 
We  have  been  told  that,  in  that  StateJ 
Act,  which  does  not  give  preference! 
tmionists,  has  worked  welL  But  there 
been  continuous  agitatim  for  such 
amendment  of  the  Act  as  will  give  prel 
ence  to  unionists,  and  that  agitation  will 
stop  until  the  desired  end  is  achieved.  Ti 
are  always  a  few  amongst  the  work 
classes,  as  amongst  other  classes,  who 
prepare]  to  take  all  the  benefits  they  can 
frnn  the  exertions  of  others,  but  will 
nothing  to  help  themselves.  The  mei 
speak  of  are  willing  to  join  unicxis  toobt 
awards  fr(xn  the  Court,  but  an  award  h 
ing  been  obtained,  they  say,  "  Why  sho 
we  continue  to  subscribe  to  the  union  ?  ' 
Arbitration  Court  will  keq)  up  our  wage 
That  is  a  short-sighted  view  to  take, 
cause  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  creation 
the  union,  they  could  not  have  applied 
the  Arbitration  Court  in  the  first  instai 
It  is  necessary  to  give  preference  to  uni 
ists  to  meet  the  objections  of  men  of  t 
stamp.  If  there  were  many  such  men. 
course,  there  would  be  no  such  thing  as 
dustrial  arbitration.  But  the  more  i 
portant  matter  to  which  I  wish  to  refei 
this :  We  have  in  the  Western  Austral 
Act  a  provision  similar  to  that  in  the  cl."] 
which  has  been  so  much  discdssed,  and 
believe,  purports  to  be  a  copy  of  it — I  i< 
to  the  sub-clause  which  allows  the  Court 
fix  the  nunimum  wage  in  an  industry, 
suppose  that  most  honorable  members 
derstand  the  meaning  of  those  w(» 
We  are  accustomed  to  the  terra  on  acre 
of  the  minimum  wage  which  is  fixed  g*ii 
ally  by  our  trades  unions.  When  we  ^\ 
minimum  wage  we  intend  that  ix>  m.:i 
taking  men  on  the  average — shall  work 
less  than  that  wage ;  but  the  onployer  r 
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'  more.  It  was  on  the  basis 
lat  the  words  were  inserted 

Australian  Act ;  but,  when 
nade  some  time  after  the  Act 
;ration,  an  interpretation  that 
nexpected  was  placed  upon 
tt  believe  that  even  the  right 
>er  for  Swan,  who  had  a  good 

the  passing  of  the  measure, 
that  such  an  interpretation 
ed.    This  is  what  the  Judge 

the  wages  which  have  been  fixed 
s,  I  desire  to  point  out  that  they 

rate  only.  The  Act  under  which 
ed  to  fix  these  rates  by  section 
e  Court,  in  its  award,  may  pre* 
n  rate  of  wage,  or  other  remu- 
ccial  provisions  for  a  lower  rate. 

:r  rate  for  those  who,  through 
.city,  are  not  capable  of  doing 
's  work. 

ite  is  what  we  are  authorized  to 
ill  be  observed  that  the  Legisla- 
ect  or  authorize  the  Court  to  fix 
wage,  but  "  to  prescribe  a  mini- 
gcs  or  other  remuneration  "  (scc- 
I  take  it  that  the  meaning  of 
that  the  Court  is  to  fix  what  is 
I  wage  that  shall  be  paid  to  the 
particular  trade  possessing  the 
;xperience. 

)norable  member  expect  such 
ion  to  be  placed  upon  the 
le  48  ?  The  words  there  are 
jnvey  what  is  understood  by 
ts,  namely,  that  an  average 
and  that  every  man  who  is 
rthy  to  be  employed  shall  re- 
than  the  rate  fixed.  The  in- 
laced  upon  the  term  "  mini- 
n  Western  Australia  was  such 
:  Bxed  the  mir^mum  wage  for 
petent  worker  in  an  industry, 

it  to  the  employer  to  grade 
en  from  that.  The  Judge  ex- 
)pe  that  the  employers,  whilst 
.y  the  lowest  wage  to  the  least 

their  workmen,  would  grade 
;s  in  such  a  way  that  they 
more  to  average  men  than 
Q  rate.  In  almost  every 
;r.  in  which  the  minimum 
;d  for  the  least  competent 
;  employer  brought  down  the 
le  minimimi  rate.  As  a  con- 
re  has  been  continual  friction, 
[t  week  a  deputation  waited 
'remier  of  Western  Australia, 
lat  the  Act  might  be  amended 
orrect  the  effects  of  the  inter- 


pretation now  placed  upon  the  term  "  mini- 
mum wage."    I  had  intended  to  ask  hon- 
orable members  to  insert  in  clause  48  some 
words  which  would  make  it  plain  that  the 
term  was  to  be  interpreted  in  the  way  in 
which  it  was  understood  by  trades  unionists. 
Unless  that  is  done,   we   shall  probably 
have  the   same   experience   in  connexion 
with  this  Bill  that  has  been  passed  through 
in  Western  Australia.    The  action  of  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Corin- 
ella,  and  those  who  are   associated  with 
him,  will  prevent  me  from  adopting  this 
course,  and  I  fear  that,  even  if  the  Bill 
is  passed  eventually,  it  will  fall  very  much 
short  of  what  we  desire.    Honorable  mem- 
bers know  how  precedents  are  followed  in 
the  law  courts,  and  that  on  occasions  they 
have  been  almost  the  sole  basis  of  very 
extraordinary  decisions.    Only  recently  a 
lady  applied  for  admission  to  the  Bar  in 
Western  Australia,   and  the  only  reason 
given  for  refusing  to  accede  to  her  request 
was  that  there  was  no  precedent  to  justify 
it.    Although  the  attitude  assumed  by  the 
members  of  the  Opposition  may  lead  to  the 
resignation  of  the  Government,  and  delay 
the  passage  of  this  measure,  it  will  'not 
prevent  the  workers  of  Australia  from 
eventually  securing  a  satisfactory  Concilia- 
tion and  Arbitration  Bill.    I  have  never 
known    of    any    case    in    which  the 
action  of  a  minority,  or  of  a  combination 
of  minorities,  has  prevented   the  people 
from  working  their  will.    The  very  fact 
that  -nearly  every    honorable    member  in 
this  House  was  pledged,  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent,  to  support  this  Bill,  affords 
proof  that  the  people   of   Australia  are 
determined  to  have  such  a  measure,  and. 
although  the  struggle  may  be  long  and 
bitter,  and  may  cause  Governments  other 
than  the  present  one  to  lose  their  seats,  I 
believe  we  shall  win  eventually.    It  will 
not  be  long  before  we  have  such  a  com- 
bination of  forces  in  this  House  as  will 
relegate    to    the    background    the  Tory 
minority  which  has  allied  itself  temporarily 
with    other    honorable  members  holding; 
more  liberal  views,  and  which,  by  an  un- 
happy combination  of  circumstances,  has 
been  enabled  to  disappoint   one   of  the 
fondest  hopes  of  the  people  of  Australia. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra).— I  do  not  inteml 
ar  this  late  hour  to  delay  the  House  at  anv 
great  length.  I  do  not  think  that  I  shouM 
have  risen  had  it  not  been  that  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Ballarat 
went  out  of  his  way  to  cast  a  slur  on  the 
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Government  by  wggesting  that  the  At* 
t(sney-GeneTal  was  the  only  member  of  the 
Ministry  for  whom  he  had  respect 

Sir  Phiup  Fysh. — Na 

Mr.  'TUDOR. — I  admit  that  he  subse- 
quently endeavoured  to  tcme  down  his 
statement,  just  as  he  has  sought  to  whittle 
down  other  statements  that  he  has  made. 
He  tried  to  wriggle  out  of  the  position  in 
which  he  found  himself  involved. 

Sir  Philip  Fysh. — ^The  words  used  by 
him  were :  "  The  Attorney -General,  for 
whnn  I  have  respect." 

Mr.  TUDOR. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member  said  that  the  Attorney- 
General  was  a  member  of  the  Ministry  for 
whom  he  had  respect,  thereby  suggesting 
to  the  mind  of  any  reasonable  man  the  in- 
ference that  other  Ministers,  because  they 
happened  lo  be  members  of  the  Labour 
Party,  were  not  worthy  of  the  respect  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. — The  honorable 
and  learned  member  did  not  say  that  the 
Attorney -General  was  the  only  member  of 
the  Minirtry  for  wbnm  he  had  respect. 

Mr.  TUbOR. — Later  on  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  pointed  to  the  Opposi- 
tion comer,  in  a  melodramatic  style,  and 
suggested  that  the  association  of  certain 
honorable  members  with  the  Labour  Party 
would  mean  that  the  latter  would  either  de- 
stroy or  swallow  them.  Perhaps  he  was 
thinking  at  the  time  of  the  way  in  which 
be  had  been  swallowed,  metaphorically 
speaking,  by  the  Free-trade  Party.  The 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney 
recently  made  some  reference  to  an  "  un- 
tamed tiger,"  seeking  whom  it  might  de- 
vour, but  it  seems  to  me  that  he  has 
practically  swallowed  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  party  with  which  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Ballarat  has  hither- 
to been  associated.  With  one  exception 
those  honorable  members  have  not  had  the 
courage  to  discuss  the  motion  now  before 
the  Chair,  the  exception  being  the  honor- 
able member  for  Moira.  It  is,  to  say  the 
least,  somewhat  singular  that  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Corinella  should 
have  moved  an  amendment  to  prevent  the 
recommittal  of  clause  48,  in  order  that  hon- 
orable members  on  this  side  of  the  House 
might  be  gagged,  and  prevented  from  deal- 
ing with  the  situation  as  fully  as  they 
would  have  been  able  had  a  direct  motitm 
of  want  of  confidence  been  submitted.  Many 
of  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  while  the  Bill 
vas  in  Committee  were  of  such  a  character 


that  they  reminded  me  of  the  story 
when  the  Commandments  were  brought  d 
from  the  Mount  they  were  wibmittpf 
Satan,  who,  when  asked  to  express  an  0 

ino  upcm  them,  said,  "  I  desire  to  maJie  > 
a  slight  alteration  in  each ;  let  me  take 
the  '  nots  '  ".  It  seems  to  me  that  the  ; 
orable  and  learned  member  for  Corinei 
acting  in  a  somewhat  similar  way, 
would  like  to  deal  with  various  clause 
his  Satanic  majesty  would  have  done  < 
the  CcHumandments.  I  shall  apolc^ 
Satan,  if  necessary,  for  having  comp: 
him  with  the  honond>le  and  learned  men 
for  Corinella;  but  at  all  events  I  apoio 
to  the  House  if  my  illustration  be  unpzi 
mentary.  The  honorable  and  learned  ir 
ber  for  Ballarat  asserted  that  the  seats 
were  lost  by  the  late  Government  at 
last  general  election  were  lost  thrrr 
the  action  of  the  Labour  Party, 
that  it  was  owing  to  the  action 
that  party  that  they  suffered  defeat 
certain  ctmstituencies.  I  would  remind  b 
however,  that  the  <»ily  seat  vhic^  the  Dea 
party  lost  in  this  State  was  that  of  Coi 
gamite,  and  that  it  was  not  contested  li 
Labour  candidate.  Not  one  of  the  s| 
previously  filled  by  supporters  of  the 
Government  was  lost  to  the  Labour  P; 
at  the  last  general  election.  I  might 
further,  and  say  that  the  Ministry  of  v\ 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  I 
larat  was  the  leader,  did  me  the  hono;:| 
bring  cut  a  candidate  to  oppose  me,  wi 
tlie  Melbourne  daily  newspaper  wt 
supported  them  did  its  utmost  for  mv 
ponent,  and  gave  me  mly  one  Ter>-  5> 
report.  Notwithstanding  this  opposiijonj 
well  as  the  opposition  of  the  other  p-ji 
which,  of  course,  I  expected,  I  succt-e. 
in  securing  a  victory  by  a  small  majorit-. 

Mr.  Watson. — iA  majority  of  somet:. 
like  10,000. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  polled  a  larger  v 
than  did  any  other  honorable  member 
presenting  a  constituency  in  this  State,  i 
also  obtained  the  largest  majority-.  1 
honorable  and  learned  member  said  that  { 
Labour  Party  opposed  every  Liberal, 
would  remind  him,  however,  that  we  z\ 
him  a  walk-over  at  the  last  election.  | 
though  we  might  have  made  a  good  fi. 
against  him. 

Mr.  Deakin. — No. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— At  the  next  election 
will  probably  find  that  we  shall  be  ab'c 
make  a  very  fair  fight  against  him.  .Aj 
so  with  the  honorabk  and  learned  metnt 
fen*  Corinella,  who  waa-pot  opposed  b>- 1 
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t  the  last  election.    I  think 

!  known  

— Clause  48. 

L — If  the  honorable  and 
r  desires  to  discuss  clause 
so.  When  he  dared  to  rise 
1  a  view,  apparently,  to 
]ouse  the  arms  of  one  of 

thrown  about  him,  and  he 

resume  his  seat. 

ER. — The  honorable  mem- 

rder  in  discussing  that  mat- 

. — I  am  simply  waiting  for 
nswer. 

IN.  —  The  honorable  and 
;r    is   held    down   by  the 

L. — I  do  not  wish  to  detain 
:  I  am  anxious  that  a  vote 
without  further  delay.  I 
>wever,  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Corinella  has 
t  to  render  the  Bill  ineffec- 
l  various  amendments.  By 
sertion  of  various  provisos, 
hich  he  succeeded  in  adding 
he  has  sought  to  make  the 
useless.  He  knows  very 
er  

IN. — What  about  the- 


ft.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
speak,  why  does  he  not  do 
:  that  he,  too,  has  submitted 
will  of  the  caucus.  There 
Dnspiracy  of  silence  on  the 
able  members  opposite,  and 
sible  that  when  we  take  pos- 
Opposition  benches  we  shall 
Ly  the  game  as  well  as  they 

ON. — The  Labour  Party  will 
lumbers. 

)R. — The  incoming  Govern- 
that  we  are  not  so  unscrupu- 
of  their  number  have  shown 
be.  Surprise  has  been  ex- 
the  Opposition  should  have 
5  method  to  secure  the  defeat 
iment.  I,  for  one,  am  not 
ed.  Over  a  fortnight  ago  I 
Prime  Minister  that  it  was 
It  the  Opposition  would  en- 
revent  the  recommittal  of 
t  my  honorable  leader  replied 
aot  think  they  would  lower 
y  resorting  to  such  tactics 
Jer  to  prevCTt  legitimate  dis- 
were  told  this  morning  by  the 


honorable  member  for  Barker  that  more 
tihan  a  week  ago  

Mr.  Watson. — A  fortnight  ago. 

Mr.  TUDOR- — The  honorable  member 
said  that  more  than  a  week  ago  he  was 
questioned  as  to  whether  he  would  vote  for 
or  against  the  recommittal  of  the  clause,  so 
that  this  plot,  including  the  detenninati<Hi 
to  gag  the  Opposition,  was  hatched 
some  time  since.  We  had  an  example  of 
this  conspiracy  of  silence  last  night,  when 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Werriwa,  after  rising  to  speak,  was  pre- 
vented from  doing  sa  Such  an  incident 
has  never  been  witnessed,  so  far  as  I  know, 
in  any  other  Parliament 

Mr.  CoNBOY. — The  statement  is  not  true. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  call  upon  the  honor- 
able member  to  withdraw  that  remark. 

Mr.  CoNROY. — I  withdraw  it,  sir,  and 
will  say  that  the  statement  is  incorrect.  I 
explained  last  night  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber what  really  took  place. 

Mr.  Watson.  —  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  will  admit  that  he  was 
muzzled. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  know  that  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  rose  to  speak,  but 
that  as  the  honorable  member  for  Moira 
desired  to  make  a  personal  explanation,  he 
was  given  precedence.  At  the  close  of  that 
explanation,  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  called  on 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Werriwa,  but  when  he  rose  various  honor- 
able members  of  his  party  displayed  a  de- 
sire to  prevent  him  from  speaking.  The 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan  shook  a 
bundle  of  notes  at  him.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  was  a  bundle  of  notes  of  a  speech 
which  he  was  going  to  deliver,  or  a  bundle 
of  bank  notes  to  be  used  for  some  other 
purpose. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  the  honorable 
member  will  see  that  he  certainly  owes  it 
to  the  House  to  withdraw  that  remark,  and 
to  apologize  to  the  right  honorable  member. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  certainly  withdraw  it. 
I  only  made  it  by  way  of  a  joke.  The 
right  honorable  member  probably  produced 
the  notes  to  satisfy  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Werriwa  that  he  had 
intended  to  speak  upon  this  particular  ques- 
tion. I  trust  that  I  shall  always  play  the 
game  of  politics  with  more  fairness  than  has 
been  exhibited  by  the  Opposition  on  this 
occasion. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina). — I  desire  to 
make  a  few  remarks  upon  this  question, 
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which  I  regard  as  one  of  very  great  import- 
ance.   This  event  will  be  recorded  in  his- 
tory.  As  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  it  has  no 
parallel  in  the  history  bf  Briti^  Parlia- 
ments.   We  are  about  to  establish  a  pre- 
cedent for  which,  frcxn  my  stand-point,  there 
is  no  jtistification.    At  this  staee,  I  may  be 
permitted  to  remark  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Yarra  misunderstood  the  observa- 
tions of  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Ballarat,  otherwise  he  would  scarcely 
have  credited  him  with  an  intention  to  cast 
any  reflection  upon  the  Ministry  as  3  whole. 
I  followed  the  remarks  of  the  honorabls  and 
learned  member  very  closely,  and  I  under- 
stood him  to  say  that  he  had  been  very  much 
influenced  by  the  statements  of  the  Attorney- 
General,  for  whom  he  entertained  the  very 
higliest  respect.    I  am  thoroughly  satisfied 
that  the  honorable  and  learned  member  had 
no  imention  whatever  of  casting  a  slur  upon 
the   Attorney-General's    Ministerial  col- 
leagues.  Concerning  the  Bill  under  discus- 
sion, I  regret  that  we  are  not  permitted  to 
debate  it  in  detail.     As  one  who  was 
recently    before    the    electors,    I  desire 
to  say  that  I  fully  explained  to  them 
the  objects   of   the   Arbitration   Bill  in- 
troduced by  the  Deakin  Government,  and 
to   which    the    present    Ministry  have 
sought  to  give  effect.     That  Bill  had  my 
approval.      I    was    prepared    to  sup- 
port it  when  it  was  submitted   by  the 
Deakin  Administration,  and  I  am  equally 
prepared  to  support  it  now.      Upon  the 
hustings,     I     pledged    myself    tn  the 
principle  of  compulsory  conciliation  and 
arbitration.    I  regard  it  as  a  cure  ior  a  vi:ry 
grave  evil.   Various  matters  a>nnected  with 
this  Bill  have  been  dealt  with  in  Committee 
and  otherwise,  but  the  particular  question 
now  engaging  our  attention  has  never  re- 
ceived consideration,  either  in  Ctmimittee 
or  in  the  House.    I  have  a  very  distmct 
recollection  of  the    circumstances  imder 
which  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinella  was  agreed 
ta    A  number  of  honorable  members  were 
anxiouslv  watching  the  clock  as  the  time 
approached   for   the   departure  of  their 
traini!  to  the  capitals  of  New  South  Wales 
and  South  Australia.    The  amendment  re- 
ferred to  was  read  from  the  Chair,  so  that 
honorable  members  did  not  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  carefully  considering  it.    I  voted 
for    that    proposal,    because    I  thought 
that  it  aimed  at  making  a  majority  of  the 
employes  engaged  in  any  industry  pnvy  tu 
an  application  to  the  Court  for  the  grant- 
iir.  Chanter. 


ing  of  a  preference  to  imionists.  VI 
I  came  to  analyze  it  subsequen 
I  realized  that  it  was  absolutely 
practicable,  because  it  applied  not  < 
to  those  directly  interested  in  an  indusi 
dispute,  but  to  all  having  interests  in  c 
mon,  and  to  all  affected  bv  it.  In  a 
words,  it  applied  to  the  whole  commtn 
I  claim  that  it  would  be  absolu 
impossible  to  satisfy  any  Court  thai 
majority  of  those  employed  in  a  part 
lar  industry  deared  that  a  preference  she 
be  granted  to  unicxiists. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Does  the  honor 
member  mean  to  suggest  that  the  Commi 
did  not  understand  what  it  was  doing? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  know  that 
quently  wwds  are  inserted  in  Acts  of  I 
liament  with  a  deliberate  intention,  but  v 
those  words  are  interpreted  by  the  C<»!r 
very  different  construction  is  placed  u 
them.  That  fact  has  taught  me  that,  as  1 
makers,  we  should  be  extremely  careful 
employ  in  the  Statutes  of  the  country  1 
guage  which  is  so  clear  that  its  real  me 
ing  cannot  be  questioned.  We  have  h 
assured  by  honorable  members  upon  the  ^ 
position  side  of  the  House  that  there  is  pi 
tically  nn  difference  whatever  between 
amendment  of  the  honmable  and  Icarj 
member  for  Corinella  and  the  proposal 
the  Government. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — ^The  Prime  Minister  has ' 
mitted  that. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Then,  I  ask,  "  W| 
justification  have  honorable  members  op 
site  for  refusing  to  extend  to  the  Governn] 
an  opportunity  to  remedy  a  defect  whei 
has  made  itself  manifest"?    This  cla' 
can  be  amended  only  in  Committee.  Ev 
honorable  member  who  has  had  any  poliri 
experience  is  aware  of  that.    In  this  deb 
we  a  re  bound  by  the  Standing  Orders  to  0 
fine  our  remarks  to  the  question  that  is  1 
mediately  before  the  Chair,  though  I 
aware,  sir,  that,  in  discussing  it,  you  hi 
very  generously  permitted  honorable 
bers  unusual    latitude,  because  of 
pecul  iar    circumstances    in     which  ' 
arc  placed.    I   desire  to  know  whed 
it    is    the    intenticxi    df    those  w 
are    pressing     this     amendment  to 
division  to  defeat  any  Arbitration  Art, 
whether,  by  adopting  a  procedure  whid 
absolutely   without   precedent,   they  1 
to  prevent  honorable  members  who  \1 
upon  this  matter  rather  hurriedly  on 
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1,  fr<Hn  reconsidering  their 
ght  of  the  further  evidence 
Iduced? 

. — They  have  had  six  weelcs 
e  matter. 

ER. — The  honorable  mem- 
imilar  remark  previously. 
;  have  not  had  six  moments 
Dnsider  it    Clause  48  can- 
ered  in  the  House.    It  is 
tee  that  honorable  members 
unitv   of   remodelling  it. 
ng  whatever  in  this  matter, 
norable  and  learned  member 
(  cany  his  amendment ;  but 
ime  I  desire  to  maintain 
.Is   which    have   l)een  set 
on  with  this  Parliament, 
iver  to  those  who  sent  me 
ledged  myself  to  do  all  I 
the  passing  of  a  Concilia- 
ration  Bill,  in  order  to  pre- 
strikes,  with  all  their  dis- 
sometimes   involving  dire 
ven  ruin,  to  so  many  in- 
It  ts  my  desire  to  see 
the  kind  placed  on  the 
;  early  as  possil)le.    I  have 
ok  at  the  mere  amendment, 
»w  far  it  involves  the  existence 
ment;  I  have  to  look  at  the 
e  passing  of  such  an  amend- 
;  on  the  prospects  of  a  Con- 
Arbitration   Bill.      I  have 
with  honorable  members  who, 
pledged  to  do  their  utmost  to 
ition  of  the  kind,  and  1  hope 
that  alliance.    Certain  hon- 
rs,  whom  I  need  not  indi- 
3  are  going  to  support  the 
lave  declared  themselves  in 
opposed  to  compulsory  con- 
rbitration,  and  I  cannot  there- 
hem  to  assist  in  promoting  such 
On   this   occasion    I  regret 
elf    severed    from  friends 
:  have   been   associated  for 
but  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
of  the  vote  to-night  are  likely 
more  disastrous  to  the  great 
h  of  Australia    than   is  at 
:ed.    We  have  an  object  les- 
Jnited  Slates,  where,  in  the 
medial  legislation  of  the  kind, 
ters  have  been  locked  out  by 
s.    It  is  an  old  saying  that 
ts  itself ;  and  in  view  of  these 
cannot  be  too  careful  what 
Ite.    It  is  only  in  some  of  the 


States  of  the  Commonwealth  that  Condlia* 
tion  and  Arbitration  Acts  are  in  operation, 
and  unless  the  Commonwealth  Parliament 
steps  in  and  fills  the  gap,  there  is  nothing 
to  prevent  strikes  of  the  most  ruinous  char- 
acter. The  absence  of  legislation  of  the  kind 
may  be  a  great  temptation  to  both  employ- 
ers and  employed  to  resort  to  the  barbarous 
system  of  strikes  or  locks-out. 

Mr.  Cameron. — Can  the  States  Parlia- 
ments not  pass  Conciliation  and  Arbitra- 
tion Acts  if  they  think  fit  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— We  have  no  power  to 
compel  the  States  Parliaments  to  pass  laws 
of  the  kind.     We  are  here  as  members  of 
the  Commonwealth  Parliament,  to  promote 
the  common  weal  of  Australia ;  and  it 
is   our   duty,    where    necessary,   to  fill 
up  gaps  in  necessary   legislation.  Can 
we    hope    that    a    Parliament,  whether 
it    be    long-lived    or    short-lived,  com- 
posed of  and  supported  by   those  who 
are  to-night  opposing  the  present  Govern- 
ment, will  succeed  in  passing  a  Concilia- 
tion and  Arbitration  Bill?      I  am  one 
who  had  the  honour,  pride,  and  privilege 
to  follow  the  late  Prime  Minister,  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Ballarat. 
Although  there  was  a  time  when  circum- 
stances prevented  my  taking  my  seat  in 
this  House,  I  kept  myself  well  acquainted 
with  what  was  taking  place ;  and  when  I 
read  what  the  late  Prime  Mmister  and  his 
party  had  done,  I  felt  that  we  were  about 
to  realize  a  higher  ideal  in  our  Federal 
parliamentary    life.      With    othersi  of 
the  party  who  followed  the  late  Prime 
Minister,  I  pledged  myself  to  give  the  pre- 
sent Government  fair  play,  and,  notwith- 
standing that  I  voted  for  the  amendment 
of  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Corinella  to  include  the  present  clause  48 
in  the  Bill,  I  cannot  in  conscience  now  give 
what  appears  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  foulest 
blows  which  one  party  in  Parliament  could 
give  to  another.     To  deny  the  right  of 
the  humblest  member  of  the  Chamber  to  re- 
commit a  clause  of  a  Bill  would  in  itself 
to  a  straining  of  parliamentary  practice : 
but  to  deny  that  right  to  a  Government,  who 
are  in  charge  not  of  their  own  Bill,  but 
of  the  Bill  of  another  Government — a  right 
which  it  is  sought  to  exercise  to  meet  the 
wishes,   not  only    of    Government  sup- 
porters, but  of  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House — appears  to  me  to  be  straining  the 
rules  to  breaking  point,  and  establishing 
a  precedent  which  may  in  the  future  render 
legislative  progress  almost  impracticable. 
When  we  meet  in  this  House  each  day  our 
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opening  prayer  asks  that  we  may  not  resort 
to  petty  and  tricky  political  warfare,  but 
may  legislate  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
community.  It  is  not  for  me  to  consider 
what  the  effect  of  the  division  may  be; 
on  that  point  I  know  nothing,  except  from 
general  rumour.  My  duty  is  only  to  re- 
member that  the  result  may  cause  a  stop- 
pace  of  parliamentary  work  for  a  time; 
Jiid,  in  my  opinion,  we  ought  to  take  a 
more  honorable  and  dignified  position,  and 
assist  the  Governmait  in  transactmg  the 
business  of  the  country.  The  moment  we 
feel  that  the  Government  does  not  retain 
the  confidence  of  the  House,  or  of  the  coun- 
try, let  us  challenge  them  in  a  straigbt- 
forwand,  open  way.  This  is  a  motiwi  of 
want  of  confidence,  without  the  privileges 
whidi  honorable  members  ought  to  enjoy 
in  connexion  with  such  a  proposal.  Atter 
a  political  experience  of  twenty  years,  i 
can  say  that  I  never  before  saw  an  attempt 
of  this  kind;  and  I  have  been  used  to  the 
political  life  of  a  State  where  a  great 
many  political  tricks  were  .indulged  in. 
I  never  knew  an  occasion  in  that  btate 
where  this  method  was  resorted  to  m  order 
to  defeat  a  Government. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Methods  twenty 
thousand  times  worse  were  resorted  to. 

Mr  CHANTER. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber's '  Ministerial  experience  was  greater 
than  mine.  My  Ministerial  life^was  short 
But  1  was  allied  in  New  South  Wales  with 
a  very  honorable  gentleman,  recently  de- 
ceased, Sir  George  Dibbs,  who  would  never 
resort  to  tricks  in  order  to  obtain  his  poli- 
tical ends.  He  was  always  open  and 
straightforward  in  whatever  he  did.  When- 
ever he  had  to  attack  a  Government  he  al- 
wavs  did  it  in  a  straightforward  ajid  honor- 
able  maimer.  Why  should  I  be  demed  the 
privilege  which  could  be  exercised  only  in 
Committee  of  explaining  the  reason  why,  on 
a  former  occasion,  voting  in  haste,  I  sup- 
ported the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Corinella? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber can  do  that  now. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  cannot  do  it  now 
without  trespassing  upon  the  generosity  of 
Mr.  Speaker,  who,  I  may  remark,  has  been 
exceedingly  generous  throughout  this  de- 
bate in  allowing  honorable  members  _  to 
enter  into  what  were  really  second  reading 
speeches,  and  to  deal  with  all  the  ramifi- 
cations of  the  question  of  preference. 
But  the  matter  before  us  now  is  not 
that  of  preference.  That  has  already 
Uoen  decided.    This  proposal  is  a  direction 


to  the  Court.    It  is  an  attempt  to  tie 
hands  of  the  Court  as  to  when  it  shall 
shall  not  grant  preference  to  members 
organizations.   I  was  perfectly  prepare* 
leave  that  to  the  diacretim  of  the  Co 
But  we  have  got  beyond  that  stage.  I 
now  proposed  to  shackle  the  members  of 
Court  Who  could  be  in  a  better  positioi 
deal  with  the  granting  of  preference  than 
members  of  the  tribunal  to  whom  disp 
are  referred?     I  can  see  serious  dai 
from  the  amendment  if  carried  in  its 
sent  form.    While  I  do  not  side  with 
ployers  on  the  one  side  or  employes  on 
other,  still  I  must  say  that  I  have  kn 
cases  where  employers  have  deliberatelj 
gaged  non-union  men  in  order  to  creai 
dispute.   That  may  happen  again.  I 
should  happen,  is  it  not  equitable  and 
that  the  Court,  which  is  seized  of  all  the 
cumstances  of  the  case,  should  haw 
power  to  say  to  the  employer — '*  You  ! 
done  wrong,  and  have  improperly  dischai 
those  men,  and  we  will  give  them  prefer 
as  against  others"?     The  matter  is 
rounded  with  so  many  difficulties  th; 
behoves  every  honorable  member  to  pu 
one  side  party  feelings  and  to  rec»gnise, 
fore  it  is  too  late  to  rectify  it.  that  a  mis 
is  being  made.  If  we  allow  the  Govemi 
to  take  the  Bill  into  Committee,  antl 
afterwards  w(»  find  that  they  are  cont 
ing  the  proceedings  improperly,  it  wil 
perfectly  competent  for  the  House  to  rer 
them  from  the  Treasury  benches.  But 
is  not  the  proper  method  to  adopt.  I 
the  Prime  Minister  to  consider  certain  < 
ments  which  have  been  made  very  wide! 
the  press.    We  are  asked  whether  it  is 
time  we  retired  from  the  present  posi 
in  which  the  majority  of   the  men 
of   this   House   are  dominated  by 
or   seven   members   who   happen  to 
Ministers  of  the  day,  with  respect 
amendments  in  legislation  ?      Has  not; 
House  the  right  to  say  to  Ministers — * 
represent  the  Commonwealth  of  Austr 
and  whatever  your  views  upon  this  m 
may  happen  to  be,  we  ask  you  to  p. 
with  the  Bill,  and  to  accept  the  w-si 
the  House  in  regard  to  amendment 
That   position   is   upheld   by  some 
the    greatest    jurists    of    the  day. 
urge  the  Government  to  consider 
point,  because  at  present  we  are  absol 
shackled  by  the  position  in  which  we 
ourselvei. 

Mr.    Watson, — Surely    the  htwioi 
member  would  not  wish  the  Govemmei 
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sappointment    upon  honoi  - 
ipposite. 

'ER. — I  am  afraid  that  the 
misapprehends  what  I  have 

N. — The  Prime  Minister  is 

!"ER. — No,  he  is  not  sarcas- 
tiad  the  privilege  of  know- 
Minister  for  many  years, 
linister,  but  in  other  capaci- 
always  looked  upon  him  as 
t  earnest  and  sincere  of  our 
This  House  is  not  the  place 
display   of   sarcasm  and 
>w    that    some  honorable 
Ige  themselves  in  that  re- 
nally,    but    I    am  per- 
that  any  honorable  mem- 
on  the  platform,  and  told 
i  that  he  wished  to  get  into 
alth  Parliament  for  the  pur- 
sarcastic,  would  be  told  by 
■  wished  to  send  to  Parlia- 
en,  who  would  attend  to  the 
,e  country.      It  is  in  that 
ive  always  regarded  legisla- 
lot  impute  improper  motives 
are  supporting  the  amend- 
eve  that  the  honorable  and 
T  for  Corinella,  having  car- 
Iment  which  has  been  made 
naturally  anxious  to  see  it 
I  do  not  think  that  he  is 
inworthy  motives.      But  I 
t  to  him  that  the  precedent 
set  on  this  occasion  will  be 
very  great  danger  to  Parlia- 
iture.  It  will  be  used  against 
lents.    It  may  be  used  to  de- 
ent  after  Government.  Surely 
of  the  honorable  and  learned 
s  politics  of  this  country  is 
for  him  to  allow  himself  to 
ther  honorable  members  for 
Is.      I  believe  that  he  hon- 
nscientiously  desires  to  see 
w  a  proper  Conciliation  and 
Bill.      But    he    ought  to 
present    associates.  Per- 
e  no  like  or  dislikes  in  poli- 
;  I  am  satisfied  that  the  politi- 
s  of  my  associates  are  in  ac- 
mine.    I  urge  the  honorable 
member  to  consider  whether 
supporting  him  are  doing  so 
:  ends  which  he  has  in  view, 
s  amendment  when  he  origin- 
.    On  this  occasion  I  intend 
contrary  direction,  in  the  in- 


terests of  justice,  and  in  the  interests  of  fair 
play  to  a  Government  who  ought  not  to  be 
condemned  in  this  manner.  I  trust  '  that 
honorable  members  will  give  them  that  fair- 
plav  to  which  they  are  entitled. 

Mr.  DAVID  THOMSON  (Capricornia). 
— 1  am  not  going  to  say  that  I  am  surprised 
at  the  attitude  taken  up  by  the  Opposition 
with  regard  to  this  question.    Having  for 
some  years  studied  the  political  conduct  of 
the  right  honorable  member  for  East  Syd- 
ney, I  am  not  at  all  surprised  at  his  atti- 
tude, nor  at  that  of  those  honorable  members 
who  sit  behind  him.    But  I  am  surprised 
that  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Corinella  should  allow  himself  to  be  used 
as   a   tool   in   a   matter   of   this  kind. 
The   attempt   that   is   now  being  made 
to  dislodge  the  Government  is  not  one 
that  has  been  sprung  upon  the  House. 
It      is     a     well     thought-out  scheme 
to  "  down  "  the  Government  on  the  first  op- 
portunity.     For  a  considerable  time  past 
the  New  South  Wales  newspapers  have  been 
urging  the  right  honorable  member  to  chal- 
lenge the  Labour  administration ;  but  he 
has  not  been  game  to  move  a  straight-out 
motion  of  want  of  confidence,  because  he 
knew  that  he  had  no  chance  of  carrying  it. 
The  Government  have  conducted  thebusiness 
of  this  House  too  well  for  that.  Now, 
however,  he  finds  them  in  a  tight  place.  He 
knows  that  the  Prime  Minister  is  a  man  of 
his  word,  and  that  when  he  said  that  he 
would  recommit  clause  48  he  would  stick 
to  his  statement.     There  is  no  "  yes-no  " 
attitude  for  him.     The  sweets  of  office  are 
as  nothing  in  comparison  with  the  passing 
of  a  good  Arbitration  measure.     He  knew 
that  the  Bill  as  amended  would  be  of  no 
use  to  the  unionists  of  Australia,  and  that 
they  would  refuse  to  register  under  it.  No 
union  would  register  unless  its  members 
could  obtain  a  preference. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  unions  register 
under  other  Acts  which  do  not  allow  them 
to  obtain  preferences. 

Mr.  DAVID  THOMSON.— They  would 
not  register  under  this  measure,  because 
they  know  that  it  would  take  probably  six 
months  before  they  could  prove  to  the  Court, 
when  applying  for  a  preference,  that  they 
represented  a  majority  of  those  employed  in 
an  industry.  Fancy  trying  to  c^tain  the 
opinions  of  a  majority  of  the  Australian 
Workers'  Union  ! 

Mr.  Hutchison. — It  could  not  be  done 
in  six  years. 

Mr.  DAVID  THOMSON.— The  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney  himself 
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has  recognised  that  it  would  take  a  consider- 
able time  to  find  out  what  were  the  opinions 
of  a  majority  of  those  connected  with  a 
large  industry  like  the  shearing  industry. 
I  hold  that  it  is  enough  to  require  that  the 
applicants  shall  represent  a  substantial  ma- 
jority of  those  employed  in  any  industry. 
If  there  were  loo  men  on  the  boolu  of  a 
union,  it  would  not  follow  that  that  number 
of  men  was  at  any  given  time  engaged  in 
the    industry-    to    which    they  properly 
belonged.     Seventy-five   of   them  might 
be    working    at    their    proper  trades, 
but   the  other  twenty-five  might  be  en- 
gaged    in     other    occupations.  There- 
fore, forty  would    represent   a  substan- 
tial   majOTity    of   those   connected  with 
the  industry.    It  would  probably  be  im- 
possible to  obtain  an  actual  majority.  In 
1890  I  had  something  to  do  with  a  strike 
in  a  coal-mining  district,  and  I  remember 
how,  after  the  funds  of  the  unions  were 
exhausted,  the  wives  and  families  of  the 
bread-winners  who  were  out  of  employment 
were  practically    starving,   although  the 
bladclegs  were  getting  from  12s.  to  15s. 
per  dav.    I  do  not  wishu  to  see  a  repetition 
of  that  kind  of  thing.    The  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Werriwa  has  repeated 
time  after  time  that  six  out  of  every  seven 
workers  are  not  unionists.    I  dare  say  that 
not  twenty  people  in  every  100  attend  the 
churches  of  the  land ;   but  it  could  not 
be  contended  that  all  who  do  not  go  to 
church  are  not  Christians.      In  the  same 
way,  it  cannot  be  said  that  all  who  do  not 
belong  to  unions  are  non-unionists.    In  my 
district  2,000  or  3,000  men  are  working  in 
the  Mount  Morgan  mine  who  are  not  mem- 
bers of  a  union,  because  they  are  not  or- 
ganized ;  but  they,  like  almost  every  work- 
ing man  in  Central  Queensland,  sympathize 
with  the  unionists  of  Australia.      In  the 
early  seventies  I  was  connected  with  a 
strike,  but  those  engaged  in  it  were  not 
unionists,  although  we  were  battling  for 
ourselves  and  ftir  our  fellow  workers.  There 
are  men  at  work  all  over  the  country  who, 
although  for  some  reason  or  other  they 
are  not  members  of  unions,  are,  neverthe- 
less, in  sympathy  with  unionism.  Although 
six  out  cf  seven    may  not  be  unionists, 
every  working  man  is  in  sympathy  with 
unionism.    The  only  exceptions  are  those 
who  hang  around  street  corners,  and  will 
never  accept  a  job  unless  they  can  get  a 
high  wage  for  doing  practically  nothing. 
The  honorable  member  for  Moira  is  pro- 
bably the  oniv  man  on  the  Opposition  side 
of  the  Chamber  who  knows  anything  about 
Mr.  David  Thomson. 


bush  work.    I  am  surprised  that  one 
has  had  experience  of  such  work,  an 
aware   of   the   privations  and  harda 
which  those  who  undertake  it  have  to 
fer,    should   vote   against  preference 
unionists,  and  should  talk    as  he 
against  unionists. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — I  have  not  sp 
against  unionists,  though  I  spoke  ag: 
the  coercion  of  majorities  by  minorities 

Mr.  DAVID  THOMSON.— How  c 
those  who  have  to  hump  their  swag  1 
place  to  place  looking  for  work  coerce 
one? 

Mr.  Kennedy.— I  have  done  as  n 
for  the  workers  as  the  honorable  men 
has  done  for  them. 

Mr.   DAVID   THOMSON— No  d 
the  honorable  member  has.    I  have 
done  much  manual  work  myself  for  a  n 
ber  of  years  past ;  but  my  sympathies 
with  the  workers.    I  have  kept  in  tt 
with  them.    Perhaps  the  honorable  ir 
her  has  managed  to  keep  a  few  shilli 
and  is  now  independent.    The  honor 
and  learned  member  for  C<»inelU  aim 
emasculating  the  Bill,  whicli  is  intendei 
benefit  the  workers,  who  are  tn-ing  to  ( 
a  living  for  themselves  and  their  famil 
What  does  the  honorable  member  care  ai 
how  they  fare?    Through  his  profesj 
he  can  live  upon  the  life   blood  of, 
workers.    The  members  of  his  uni<in  I 
a  preference,  but  he  is  not  prepared  t 
tend  the  same  privilege  to  manual  wn 
No  wonder  we  have  to  direct  our  se 
attention  to  the  declining  birth  rate, 
honorable  members  display  so  murfi 
difference  with  regard  to  matters  aff^ 
the  interests  of  the  working  classes, 
right  honorable  member  for  East  S< 
says  that  he  intends  to  go  on  with  the 
but  how  does  he  expect  to  succeed  in 
ing  a  workable  measure  when  sixteen  1 
strongest  supporters  are  absolutelv  op 
to   its   principles?    Are  those  hcrv. 
gentlemen  going  to  stifle  their  conscien 

An   Honorable  Member. — Th^:\ 
no  consciences. 

Mr.  DAVID  THOMSON.— Prn 
their  consciences  are  so  seared  that  ih< 
of  no  further  ust  I  hare  been  wo 
with  my  hands  since  I  was  fourteen  | 
of  age.  and  I  cannot  help  expiess'n 
indignation  when  I  see  a  lot  nf  U 
bludgers  trying  to  kill  this  BiU.  Ihev 
been  gagged.  Our  caucus  is  nothinj;  to  I 
We  could  not  silence  the  members  n 
partv  bv  means  of  the  caucus.  I  Jii 
think  it  poMible^foj  Q^Qglg 
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d  learned  member  for  Wer- 
patently  he  has  been  hypno- 
members  of  the  Opposition 
:y  have  the  numbers,  and  that 
nt  will  resign.  They  are  per- 
'are  that  the  Prime  Minister  is 
o ' '  man,  but  that  he  means 

I  can  assure  honorable  mem- 
that  when  we  cross  to  the  op- 
les  we  shall  give  them  the  live- 
y  ever  had.    Some  years  ago 

member  for  Farramatta  was 
le  Labour  Party  in  the  New 
Parliament,  and  I  assisted  to 
It  position.  Now  we  find  him 
\  the  preference  clause.  He 

man  who  is  endeavouring  to 
e  workers  and  to  rob  them  of 
and  to  destroy  their  privileges, 
amendment  of  the  honor^le 
lember  for  Corinella  was  pro- 
ad  smiles  which  illumed  the 
Lble  members  made  them  look 
iring  morning.  I  could  see  tjiat 
;thing  Behind  the  amendment, 
got  well  under  way,  the  two 
Opposition,  or  whatever  they 
mspicuoUs  by  their  absence, 
tent  that  the  ends  which  they 
in  should  be  achieved  through 
ality  of  others,  and  they  have 
whilst  unfair  methods  have 

oust  the  Government  from 

pity  that  honorable  members 
;he  Bill  to  be  recommitted  and 
m  its  merits.  Like  brigands, 
ing  the  Government  and  hold- 
sora ;  but  the  case  is  hopeless, 
f  the  Government  are  forfeit. 
(Maranoa). — After  the  breezy 
^  by  the  honorable  membei 
i,  I  hope  that  honorable  mem- 
will  extend  some  little  con- 
e.  In  the  first  place  I  shoulJ 
why  there  should  be  a  con- 
fnce  among  members  of  the 
Ivery  one  of  them  "is  eager  to 
re  not  say  anything.  The 
iber  for  Werriwa  was  pulled 
It. 

tER. — I  do  not  think  that 
to  the  honorable  and  learned 
'erriwa  is  in  order. 
—I  was  endeavouring  to  con- 
b!e  and  learned  member  with 
:  want  to  give  him  that 
lich  he  is  refusing  to 
e  says  that  he  is  not  in 
IS  in  any  shape  or  form,  al- 
atter  of  fact,  he  belongs  to 


one  of  the  most  exclusive  unions,  the  mem- 
liers  of  which  enjoy  distinct  preference.  To- 
day's Age  contains  a  report  of  certain  re- 
marks made  by  the  Honorable  B.  R.  Wise, 
who  introduced  the  New  South  Wales  Con- 
ciliation and  Arbitration  Bill.  Last  night 
he  said — ■ 

"  It  was  pretty  certnin  that  thrrc  would  be  a  dis- 
solution of  the  Federal  ParliamcQt — " 

I  hope  that  his  prognostication  is  correct. 
If  so,  some  honorable  members  will  soon 
get  their  walking  tickets.  He  went  on  to 
say — 

if  not  immediately,  at  least  before  very  long. 
It  was  equally  certain  that  the  issue  of  the  elec- 
tions would  be  whether  there  was  or  was  not  to 
be  a  Federal  Arbitration  Act.  If  they  did  not 
want  a  Federal  Arbitration  Act,  then  clearly  it 
was  their  duty  to  vote  against  it;  but  if  they  did 
want  it,  then  let  them  see  that  they  voted  for 
it,  and  were  not  misled  into  voting  for  a  Bill, 
including  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  McCay, 
which,  he  said  deliberately,  would  make  arbitra- 
tion a  dead  letter.  If  they  wanted  the  Bill  they 
should  not  support  candidates  who  posed  as 
friends  of  arbitration,  and  yet  supported  the 
clause  which  would  make  it  inoperative.  Any 
Arbitration  Act  which  deprived  the  Court  of  power 
giving  preference  to  unionists  would  be  a  dead 
letter. 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  honorable  gentle- 
man was  not  game  to  go  to  the  poll. 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  do  not  know  whether  he 
was  game  or  not.  If  he  had  a  safe  seat  in 
the  Legislative  Council  of  New  South 
Wales,  he  would  be  a  fool  to  go  to  the  poll. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  honorable  member 
would  leave  his  seat  in  this  Chamber  to 
contest  a  seat  in  another  House. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  opponents  of  the 
Honorable  B.  R.  Wise  were  not  game  to  in- 
terfere with  the  Act  which  he  was  largely 
instrumental  in  placing  upon  the  statute- 
book. 

Mr.  PAGE. — So  far  as  preference  to 
unionists  is  concerned,  I  am  rather  pleased 
that  the  present  situation  has  been  brought 
about,  because  the  Bill,  in  its  present  form, 
would  have  been  of  verv  little  use  to  the 
Australian  Workers'  Union,  the  body  to 
which  I  belong,  and  which  has  put  such  a 
big  bee  into  the  bonnet  of  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Macquarie,  Mr. 
Kelly. 

An  Honorable  Member. — The  honor- 
able member  for  Wentworth. 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  beg  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Macquarie's  pardon.  Whatever 
may  be  his  view  in  regard  to  this  Bill,  I 
know  that  he  has  nothing  to  say  against  the 
Australian  Workers'  Union.  It  is  useless 
to  beat  about  the  bush ;  and,  therefore,  I 
think  it  well  to  say  that,  had  it  not  been  for 
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the  Australian  Workers'  Union,  in  Queens- 
land, six  of  the  nine  honorable  members 

who  now  represent  that  State,  would  not  be 
heie.  Yet,  the  Opposition  are  aslcing  us  to 
give  up  our  unions  j  they  are  literally  ask- 
ing us  to  give  up  our  seats  to  them.  We 
took  the  advice  which  had  been  gratuitously 
tendered  to  us  times  out  of  number.  It  was 
said  to  the  workers  again  and  again,  "  Do 
not  strike,  but  seek  redress  at  the  ballot- 
box.  Send  men  into  the  Parliaments  of  the 
States,  who  will  represent  your  grievances, 
and  in  that  way  alone  will  you  secure  the 
means  of  redress. ' '  We  have  adopted 
that  course,  and  now  many  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  have  the  assurance  to  tell  us 
that  we  have  no  business  here. 

Honorable  Members. — Na 

Mr.  PAGE.— That  cry  has  repeatedly 
been  raised  by  them,  and  they  complain  be- 
cause we  were  returned  on  the  labour  tidcet 
Machine  politics  were  invented  by  honor- 
able members  opposite,  in  order  to  secure 
our  defeat,  and  now  that  we  resort  to  the 
same  weapon,  but  use  it  much  more  effec- 
tively than  they  have  been  able  to  do,  they 
decry  us,  and  seek  to  render  it  impossible 
for  our  organizations  to  be  continued. 

Mr.  Webster. — We  are  here. 

Mr.  PAGE. — And  we  are  going  to  re- 
main here.  We  are  like  a  porous  plaster, 
which  takes  a  lot  of  pulling  off.  It  is  said 
that  unionists  exact  a  pledge  from  etvery 
labour  candidate,  and  that  statement  is  cor- 
rect. They  exacted  one  from  me,  and  I  was 
delighted  and  proud  to  give  it.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  I  would  give  them  twenty 
pledges  if  they  asked  for  them.  Honorable 
members  may  wish  to  know  the  reason.  In 
the  olden  days  the  workers  of  Queensland 
voted  again  and  again  for  men  who  pro- 
mised us  everything,  the  Kingdom  of  Hea- 
ven included,  provided  that  they  were  re- 
turned. The  consequence  was  that  we  se- 
cured their  election ;  but  as  soon  as  they 
reached  Brisbane  they  forgot  all  about  the 
poor  back -blockers,  and  we  never  heard  of 
or  saw  them  again  until  the  next  election 
came  round.  Then  they  served  up  the  same 
old  dish,  dressed  up  with  a  little  green- 
stuff. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber discussing  the  clause? 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  am  referring  to  that 
which  led  up  to  the  demand  that  preference 
should  be  granted  to  unionists.  I  signed 
the  pledge  required  by  the  unionists.  We 
had  been  tricked  so  often  that  we  thought 
it  well  to  endeavour  to  secure  the  return  of 


men  from  our  own  ranks.  We  M 
that  no  one  could  better  voioe  at 
grievances  in  Parlianwnt  than  m 
who  had  been  through  the  mill— union 
ists  who  had  suflFered  for  the  causf 
That  is  why  we  are  here  to-day.  And  yt 
hcmorable  members  opposite  blame  us  fc 
advocating  the  claims  of  those  who  send  i 
here.  Unionists  are  not  the  only  suppotte 
of  the  Labour  Party.  As  a  matter  of  fac 
I  receive  support  from  all  classes,  squaue 
included.  The  latter  know  very  vdl  tit 
they  will  get  a  "  square  go  "  all  the  tim 
and  I  expect  a  *'  square  go  "  from  other  r 
presentatives.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  a 
expectations  are  usually  realized.  On  th 
occasion,  however,  sudi  is  not  the  caf 
Members  of  the  Opposition  are  a  lot 
sand-baggers  and  political  highwaymeo. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  horwrabfe  ma 
ber  is  distinctly  out  of  order.  He  is  n 
discussing  the  clause  under  ccmsideiatk 
and  it  is  not  in  order  to  speak  of  bone 
able  members  generally,  or  in  particui: 
as  sand-baggers. 

Mr.  PAGE.— I  applied  that  tena  in 
political  sense.      I  do  not  mean  to  s 
that  the  Opposition  kre  sand-baggers,  t 
that  their  tactics  are  worthy  of  such  me 
If  honorable  members  opposite  object  lo 
so  designated,  I  shall  apologize  for  calli 
them  such  a  bad  name,  but  I  do  not  krx 
a  worse  one  to  apply  to  them.     Those  » 
have  had  experience  in  other  Farliaoie: 
assert  that  the  course  of  action  adopted 
the  Opposition  on  this  occasion  is  unpi 
cedented,  and  that  being  so,  there  must 
"  something  rotten  in  £e  State  of  De 
mark."    The  Opposititm  did  not  relish  t 
statement  made  to-day  that  they  had  a 
plied  the  gag.  When  ttie  opportunity'  off? 
we  may  give  them  a  dose  of  thor  cf 
physic.  I 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — ^Do  not  follow  a  h 
example. 

Mr.  PAGE.— When  the  Oppositiai  tea 
us  such  tricks  they  cannot  blame  us  if  ' 
resort  to  them.  They  have  been  pl« 
ing  the  cause  of  the  non-unionists,  and  I 
honorable  member  for  New  Engl* 
appears  to  be  very  much  afraid  that  su 
men  would  not  be  fairly  treated  if  t 
clause  were  amended  as  the  Govemtu 
propose.  I  wish  to  show  him  that  be 
raising  a  mere  bogy.  He  need  have 
fear  as  to  the  position  of  non-unionists 
Queensland,  at  all  events ;  for  there,  und 
freedom  of  contract,  they  fare  far  beti 
than  do  the  unionists.  It  is  the  uniooii 
who  suffer  in  that  State.    I  wish  to  re 
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rhich  appeared  in  the  Argus 
der  the  heading,  "  Gippsland 
ble — Free  Labourers  and 
►w  nicely  the  Argus  puts  it. 
in  question  were  unionists. 
>r  what  they  conceived  to  be 
nd  they  starved  rather  than 

injustice.  They  were  not 
suflfering,  for  their  wives 
were  pinched  for  food,  and 
Id  weather  which  we  have 
ing,  have  even  lacked  suflS- 
Times  out  of  number  these 
3  the  mine-owners  for  a  con- 
eir  request  was  refused.  Had 

as  we  desire  been  in  force, 
state  of  affairs  would  have 
le,  and  I  contend  that  the 

refusing  to  accept  a  clause 
which  the  Government  pro- 
ally  acquiescing  in  the  action, 
rs  of  the  Outtrim  mine. 
.LE.— Na 

. — I  repeat  that  they  are. 
n  seek  to  take  away  the  only 
the  workers  have  hitherto 
mploy  in  their  defence,  and 
lem  nothing  in  return.  So 
:oncemed,  I  prefer  the  good 
f  striking.  I  do  not  desire 
nliation  and  Arbitration  Bill 

is  prepared  to  give  us.  I 
the  workers,  "  Let  us  resort 
Id-fashioned  strikes,  and  let 

win."  If  that  course  were 
hould  know  where  we  were. 
;  control  of  the  public  affairs 
nwealth,  the  Military  Forces 
s  are  ours,  and  we  shall  see 
rike  are  justly  treated.  The 
ich  I  have  referred  is  as 

RA,  Friday. — Notwithstandiag 
iners'  Union  has  been  dissolved, 
;oanexioD  with  the  mines  is  not 
manager  of  the  Coal  Creek  mine 
)  concerned  in  the  recent  strike 
!"hese  men  were  selected  because, 
.hey  were  well  conducted  through- 

in  this  respect  differing  greatly 
their  fellow  unionists,  who  took 
irt  in  the  strike.  It  appears  that 
ploy^s — free  laboureiR — on  dis- 
10  strikers  were  going  down  the 
lift,  held  a  meeting,  and  decided 
kt  they  would  not  work  with  the 
le  manager,  Mr.  P.  McDonald, 

the  mine — he  is  just  recovering 
>nally  severe  attack  of  influenza — 
rs  decided  to  work  the  shift,  and 

afterwards,  and  the  two  strikers 
Lrrangemcnts  had  been  made  for 
rs  to  go  on  the  afternoon  shift, 


and  at  the  change  of  shifts  the  free  labourers 
held  a  mass  meeting,  and  resolved,  without  a  dis- 
sentient, that  if  the  strikers  were  kept  on  they 
would  cease  work  in  a  body.  They  interviewed 
the  manager  en  masse,  and  put  theii  demands  be- 
fore him  in  writing.  They  said  that  for  over 
twelve  months  their  lives  had  been  made  miserable 
by  the  insults  and  gibes  of  the  strikers,  and  that 
opprobrious  epithets  had  been  applied  to  them 
whenever  the  opportunity  offered.  They  stated 
that  their  decision  was  unalterable,  and  asked  for 
an  immediate  answer,  as  if  the  strikers  were  not 
put  off  they  would  not  go  down  to  work  that  shift. 
The  strikers  had  refused  to  work  with  them,  and 
the  positions  were  now  reversed.  The  manager, 
in  the  circumstances,  did  not  care  to  have  the 
mine  idle,  and  decided,  pending  full  considera- 
tion, to  put  ofl  The  four  strikers  at  once. 

What  has  the  honorable  member  for  New 
England  to  say  to  that  state  of  things? 
He  would  not  give  the  wives  and  children 
of  these  men  who  had  stood  by  their  union 
an  opportunity  to  live. 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — Yes,  I  would. 
Mr.  PAGE. — The  report  goes  on  to  say- 
Two  other  unionists  are  employed  at  the  new 
shaft,  but  as  they  are  entirely  separated  Irom  the 
other  miners  no  objection  has  been  made  to  them 

Arc  these  men  lepers  that  they  should  be 
ostracized  in  this  manner?  Are  they  to 
be  so  treated  merely  because  they  are 
unionists  and  men  of  principle?  It  makes 
mv  blood  boil  to  think  that  they  should  be 
subjected  to  such  treatment. 

It  is  stated  that  several  unionists  formerly  em- 
ployed at  Coal  Creek  have  obtained  work  at  \h<- 
lumbunna  mine  under  assumed  names,  they  being 
unknown  to  the  free  labourers  there.  No  furthe. 
steps  will  be  taken  in  connexion  with  the  Loal 
Creek  trouble  for  a  day  or  two.  About  sixty 
mVn  are  employed  at  the  mine  now. 

I  would  ask  honorable  members  opposite 
whether  they  favour  the  state  of  things 
described  in  that  report. 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — No. 

Mr.  PAGE. — It  is  useless  for  honorable 
members  opposite  to  say  that  they  do  noi 
mean  this,  that,  or  the  other.  Does  not 
the  amendment  of  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinella  practically 
deny  a  preference  to  unionists?  The  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Bendigo  re- 
presents one  of  the  great  labouring  con 
stituencies  in  Victoria,  and  I  cannot  under- 
stand his  action  upon  the  present  occasion. 
I  cannot  understand  the  action  of  a  man 
who  represents  a  mining  constituency  in 
opposing  the  extension  of  a  preference  td 
unionists.  Every  honorable  member  must 
admit  that  unionism  is  good  for  everybody. 
Why  were  trades  unions  established?  For 
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the  benefit  of  the  workers.  Employes  have 
organized  for  the  purposes  of  mutual  bene- 
fit. The  moral  ot  their  action  is  appro- 
priately represented  upcm  many  of  our  in- 
dustrial banners  by  a  bundle  or  sticks,  with 
the  inscriptitMi  beneath,  "  United  we  stand, 
divided  we  fall."  1  believe  in  unionism 
in  every  shape  and  form.  If  a  man  is  not 
a  member  of  a  union  he  ought  to  be.  No 
man  has  a  right  to  live  upon  the  earnings 
of  another.  If  there  are  a  hundred  men 
employed  in  the  carpentering  and  brick- 
laying trades,  and  if  ninety  of  them  are 
members  of  a  trades  unicm,  I  claim  that  the 
remainder  are  parasites,  because  the  ninety 
are  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  fair 
condit:<ms,  in  the  benefits  of  which  the 
others  participate.  What  happens  to  a  body 
of  men  who  have  no  union?  They  cut 
into  one  another's  wages  every  week.  If 
a  rush  takes  place  for  the  work,  even  if 
the  men  have  wives  and  families  to  main- 
tain, those  who  can  do  the  job  cheapest 
always  secure  it.  That  is  the  cursed  fea- 
ture of  the  contract  system,  which  the  pas- 
toralists  are  now  attempting  fo  introduce 
into  the  shearing  industry.  If  the  Shearers', 
the  Seamen's,  and  the  Waterside  Workers' 
Unions  registered  under  this  Act,  there 
would  be  no  moie  strikes.  Those 
honorable  members  who  have  had  experience 
of  these  disastrous  industrial  upheavals 
know  perfectly  well  that  it  is  not  the  men 
who  chiefly  suffer  by  them,  but  the  women 
and  the  children.  They  suffer  from  lack 
of  food  and  clothing.  During  the 
shearers'  strike  of  1891  there  were 
women  in  Queensland  who  actually 
sent  their  wedding  rings  to  the  nearest 
town  to  be  pawned,  rather  than  allow  their 
husbands  to  "scab"  upon  their  mates. 
Those  are  the  true  unionists,  and 
those  are  the  men  to  whcHn  I  want 
to  give  preference  in  this  Bill..  I 
feel  that  while  I  am  fighting  their 
battle,  I  am  fighting  one  of  the  noblest 
battles  on  this  earth.  The  manhood  and 
womanhood  in  the  back-blocks  of  Queens- 
land, New  South  Wales,  Victoria,  and  the 
other  States,  are  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and  it  is  their  battle  we 
are  fighting.  We  are  fighting  not  only  for 
the  workers  in  the  different  metropolitan 
cities,  but  for  the  workers  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  land ;  and  how 
honorable  members  opposite,  who  have 
been  through  the  mill,  and  know  what  I 
am  talking  about,  can  give,  a  vote  which 
will  "  down  "  those  men,  is  beymd  my  ocsn- 
prehensicKi. 
Mr.  Page. 


QuesticHi — That  the  figures  prc^xaed 
be  left  out  stand  port  of  the  motun— 1 

The  House  divided.  ' 
Ayes     ...  ...  ...  34 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  36 


Majority 

Bamford,  F.  W. 
BatcheloT,  E.  L. 
Bonython,  Sir  J.  L. 
Brown,  T. 
Carpenter,  W.  H. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Cook,  J.  N.  H.  H. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
CulpiD,  M. 
Fisher,  A. 
Fraier,  C.  E. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Higgins,  H.  B. 
Hughes,  W.  U. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Isaacs,  I.  A. 
Lyne,  Sir  W.  J. 
Mahcu,  H. 

Cameron,  D.  N. 
Chapir.iin,  A. 
Conroy,  A.  H.  B. 
Cook,  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Edwards.  G.  B. 
Edwards,  R. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Forrest,  Sir  J. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Fvsh,  Sir  P.  O. 
Gibb,  J. 

Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Harper,  R. 
Johnson.  W.  E. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Kennedy,  T. 
Knox.  W. 
Lee,  H.  W. 

Kingston,  C.  C. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 


Ayes. 

Malcney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mauger,  S.  I 
O'Malley,  K. 
Page,  J. 
Poynton,  A. 
Ronald,  J.  B.  ' 
Spcnce,  W,  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomai,  J. 
Thomion,  David  | 
Watkias.  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webiter,  W. 
WillUDiOB,  J.  ' 

Telleri : 
McDonald,  C.  1 
Tudor,  P.  G. 

Noes. 

I^^nsdale,  E.  1 
McCay.  j.  W. 
McCoil.  J.  H. 
McLean,  A. 
McWiUiami.  W.  I. 

Phillips,  p. 

Quick,  Sir  7. 
Reid.  G.  H. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Skene,  T. 
Smith.  B. 
Thomson,  Ihigald 
Wilks,  W,  H. 
WiUit,  H. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

Tellers : 
,  Robinson,  A. 
Smith,  S. 

Paibs. 

I  Turner,  Sir  G. 
1  Liddell,  F. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Debate  (oa  motion  by  Mr.  Watson) 
joumed. 

SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr.  WATSON  (Bland— Treasurerl 
In  view  of  the  importance  of  the  vote  wii 
has  just  been  given,  it  is  necessary-  1 
the  Government  should  have  an  opportur 
to  consider  its  positicm.  I  theref 
move — 

That  the  House,  at  its  rising,  adjourrt  \i 
Wednesday  next. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
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PAPER. 
>J  laid  upon  the  table  the 

laim  of  Mr.  E.  Palmer  against 
ers,  telephone  inipector,  Bris- 

rOURNMENT. 

)N  (Bland— Treasurer).— 

do  DOW  adjourn, 
ake  the  opportunity  to  con- 
rable  members  upon  the 
at  has  been  displayed  dur- 
n-hich  has  just  closed.  The 
ere  not  able  to  elicit  anv 
m  honorable  members  op- 
r  intentions,  in  view  of  car- 
ies, is  perhaps,  from  our 
rather  a  pity.  But,  never- 
ire  that  all  honorable  roem- 
fested  an  anxiety  to  have 
;ht  to  a  conclusion  with  the 
degree  of  f riction,  and  1 
1  behalf  of  the  GovemmL-nt 
ig  that  fact. 

Ived  in  the  affirmative. 

djoumcd  at  8.51  p.m. 


'  iJrprpstntatibes. 

jy,  17  August,  J904. 


took  the  chair  at  z.30  p.m., 
rs. 

lOVERNMENT  BILL. 
:d. 

ON  OF  MINISTERS. 
IN  (Bland — Treasurer). — I 
te  to  the  House  that,  fol- 
ite  which  was  given  on  Fri- 
tted upon  H is  E xcellency 
sneral,  and  offered  certain 
ich  His  Excellency  did  not 
[  then  tendered  the  resigna- 
and  colleagues,  which  His 
pleased  to  accept,  contin- 
etaining  office  until  the  ap- 
ir  successors.  As  I  under- 
V  Administration  is  in  pro- 
>n,  I  now  move — 

do  now  adjourn. 
Ived  in  the  affirmative. 

Ijoumed  at  3.33  p.m. 


J^ouse  of  Sftrpresentatibes. 

Thursday^  18  August,  1904. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.30  p.m., 
and  read  pra^-ers. 

NEW  ADMINISTRATION. 
Mr.  RE  ID  (East  Sydney).— It  will 
be  remembered  that  the  late  Prime 
Minister  made  a  statement  at  the 
last  sitting  of  the  House  with  re- 
ference to  events  which  had  occurred  since 
the  meeting  of  the  House  on  Friday,  and  I 
now  wish  to  state  that,  in  view  of  the  resig- 
nation tendered  by  the  late  Prime  Minister 
of  himself  and  his  colleagues,  I  was  com- 
missioned by  His  Excellency  the  Governor- 
General  to  imdertake  the  formation  of  a  new 
Administration,  and  that  I  have  performed 
that  task.  Before  naming  the  Ministers,  and 
the  offices  which  they  will  hold,  I  wish  to 
make  an  explanation.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  I  invited  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Balaclava  to  join  with  me,  upon  terms  of 
perfect  equality,  in  the  construction  of  this 
new  Government,  and  he  has  acted  on  that 
footing,  and  in  that  capacity  with  me,  in  the 
formation  of  the  Government  whose  names 
I  shall  presently  announce.  My  right  hon- 
orable colleague,  in  view  of  the  state  of  his 
health,  still  suffering  as  he  is  from  the  effects 
of  a  prolonged  illness  of  a  serious  character, 
and  in  consideration  of  the  duty  which  he 
owes  to  himself,  has  asked  me  to  relieve  him 
from  any  extra  political  work  bey<Mid  that 
attaching  to  the  Department  with  which  he 
will  be  intrusted.  As  honorable  memb?rs 
know,  the  position  which  he  occupied  under 
the  arrangement  made  would  entail  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  political  work  outside 
the  particular  duties  of  a  Department,  and 
in  the  present  state  of  my  right  honorable 
colleague's  health  he  would  be  absolutely 
unequal  to  any  such  task.  Under  these 
circumstances,  he  has  asked  my  honorable 
friend,  Mr.  Allan  McLean,  to  take  the  posi- 
tion to  which  I  have  referred  in  the  Cabinet. 
I  shall  mvself  fill  the  office  of  Minister 
of  State  for  External  Affairs,  and  the  list 
of  my  colleagues  in  the  new  Administration, 
with  their  respective  offices,  is  as  follows  :  — 

The  Hon.  Allan  McLean — Minister 
of  State  for  Trade  and  Customs ; 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Henry  Svmon, 
K.C.M.G.,  KC.  —  Attorney- 
General  ; 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  George  Turner, 
P.C.,  K.C.M.G.— Treasurer; 
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The  Hon.  Dugald  Tlunnson — Minister 
of  State  for  Home  Affairs ; 

The  Hon.  James  Whiteside  McCay — • 
Minister  of  State  for  Defence ; 

The  Hon.  Sydney  Smith — Postmaster- 
General. 

These  gentlemen  will  occupy  the  whole 
of  the  Departments  allotted  by  the  Consti- 
tution. I  may  add  that  the  position  of 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council 
will  be  filled  by  Senator  Drake. 

Mr.  WATSON  (Bland).  —  Before  the 
business  of  the  House  is  proceeded  with,  I 
may  perhaps  be  permitted,  on  behalf  of  the 
direct  Opposition,  to  offer  my  congratula- 
tions to  the  new  Prime  Minister  upon  the 
names  which  he  has  submitted  to  the  House 
as  those  of  his  colleagues.  I  am  sure  that, 
although  we  may  diner  from  the  new  Ad- 
ministraticm  in  matters  of  policy,  so 
far  as  personal  considerations  are  affected 
we  can  extend  to  them  the  heartiest  welcome 
as  Ministers  in  the  new  Government.  I 
suppose  that  all  of  us  must  acknowledge 
that,  in  regard  to  the  probable  administra- 
tion of  the  Departments,  there  is  not  the 
slightest  fault  to  be  found ;  but  that,  on  the 
contrary,  the  best  anticipations  mav  be 
indulged  in  as  to  the  working  of  the  De- 
partments under  the  gentlemen  whose  names 
ha^'e  been  announced.  On  general  matters 
of  policy>  I  am  afraid  that  we  shall  not 
be  able  to  be  quite  so  cordial. 

Mr,  TiiouAS. — Give  them  fair  play- 
Mr.  WATSON. — Such  expressions  are 
capable  of  such  differing  interpretations  that 
I  do  not  intend  to  indulge  in  them.  I  can 
only  promise  that  the  Government  shall  re- 
ceive at  our  hands  such  treatment  as  they 
merit  in  our  view  of  the  best  interests  of 
the  country.  I  congratulate  Ministers,  and 
coidially  welcome  them  upon  their  accession 
to  office. 

ELECTORAL  ACT  COMMITTEE. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Groom)  agreed  to — 

That  the  time  for  bringing  up  the  report  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  Electoral  Act  Administra- 
tion be  further  extended  to  Friday,  30th  Sep. 
tember  next. 

ADDITIONS  TO  ELECTORAL  , 
ROLLS. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— I  desire  to  ask 
the  Minister  of  Home  Affairs  whe- 
ther he  will  continue  the  work  which  is  now 
bein^  carried  out  in  connexion  with  the  addi- 
tion to  the  electoral  rolls  of  the  names  of 
pel  sons  who  are  entitled  to  be  registered, 


but  whose  names  have  heea  (Knitted  • 
to  the  hurried  inquiries  which  were 
when  the  rolls  were  first  compiled. 

Mr.  REID. —  Perhaps  the  hon* 
member  will  allow  me  to  answer  that 
tion  in  this  way.  I  should  rather,  t 
any  questions  are  answered,  that  Mir 
should  have  some  time  allowed  to  th 
consider  the  state  of  public  business. 

Mr-  MALONEY.— My  reason  for  pr 
the  question  at  this  stage  is  that  il 
necessary  instructions  are  not  issued  I 
police  at  once,  hundreds  of  persons  1 
names  have  been  left  off  the  rolls,  bui 
are  justly  entitled  to  be  placed  upon 
will  lose  their  chance  of  voting. 

Mr.  REID. — I  can  promise  the  li 
able  member  that  the  urgencj'  of  that 
ter  will  not  be  overlooked. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Reid)  agreed  to— 

That  the  consideration  of  all  other  buiio 
postponed  until  after  the  consideratioQ  0 

vernment  business. 

SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  3)-  , 
Mr.  SPEAKER  reported  the  recei 
a  message  from  His  Excellent-  th<| 
vernor- General,  recommending  lhat  jj 
propriation  be  made  from  the  GmsO'il 
Revenue  for  the  purposes  of  this  Bill 

/«  Committee  of  Supply: 
Sir  GEORGE  TURNER  (Balaclj 
Treasurer). — I  move — 

That  a  sum  not  esceeding  /336,42a  be  p 
to  His  Majesty  for  or  towards  defrjrii 
services  of  the  year  ending  the  30th  June,! 

The  passing  of  this  Bill  is  necesi 
enable  the  Treasurer  to  provide  the 
required  to  make  certain  payments 
will  fall  due  towards  the  end  of  ihe 
month.  The  measure  was  prepared 
the  supervision  of  the  ex-Treasurer, 
understand  that  copies  of  it  ha^-e  U 
culated  amongst  bcmorable  memb^i 
have  had  an  opportunity  to  go  t 
it  with  the  responsible  oSctts  of  the 
sury,  and  I  find  that  it  makes  i 
for  ordinary  expenditure  upon  thi 
of  the  last  financial  year.  In  the  1 
Department  one  or  two  large  sun 
proposed  which  I  haw  ascerlaina 
for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  1 
certain  ammtmiticHi — some  of  whtc 
been  delivered — and  for  a  portion  of 
we  must  pay  when  ordering.  .A 
apenditure  is   remijred  to  pn^l 
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at  some  of  the  Rifle  As- 
;s,  which  will  take  place 
he  other  items  are  not  of 
aracter.  Under  these  cir- 
ist  that  honorable  members 
Jill  to  pass  as  quickly  as 

N'  (Bland). — I  raise  po 
passing  of  this  Bill.  As 
by  t  he  T  reasu  rer,  t  he 
ipared  at  my  instance,  be- 
ive  of  a  new  Govem- 
:o  office,  it  would  have 
to  obtain  Supply.  Yes- 
ly  scrutinized  its  details, 
t  is  essential  that  the  items 
ordinary  salary  votes  for 
;  passed  at  the  earliest  op- 
a  view  to  maintaining  the 
Departments. 

[  (Corio).— When  the  Trea- 
filled  his  present  office,  a 
le  that  a  refund  should  be 
in  money  which  was  paid 
upon  trophies.  I  believe 
surer  also  assented  to  that 
urgent  necessity  exists  for 
jnts  in  connexion  with  the 
de  demonstration,  I  wish 
urer  whether  he  will  make 
next  Supply  Bill  for  the 
Dn  ? 

U8NEB. — The  amounts  must 
Estimates,  and  be  voted  in 
They  do  not  constitute 
iture. 

I. — Some  special  items  are 
Bill. 

—No ;  except  so  far  as  the 
lunition  is  concerned. 
DRREST  rSwan).— I  wish 
tion  of  the  Treasurer  to  a 
very  urgent  character,  for 
lament  provided  ;^i2,ooo 
Y'  £7'°^°  for  constructirai 
armament,  although  nothing 
jp  to  the  present  time;  I 
;nce  wnrks  at  Fremantle. 
Es. — -What  became  of  the 
IS  voted? 

'ORREST.— I  shall  deal 
presently.     Some  time  ago 

was  made  with  the  Go- 
itern  Australia  under  which 
d  to  provide  the  necessary 

purpose  of  the  fort  at 
and  to  regard  it  as 
erty.  The  public  buildings 
he  land  were  demolished, 
was  in  readiness  to  give 


effect  to  the  wishes  of  Parliament  by  pro- 
ceeding with  the  erection  of  the  fort. 
Difficulties,  however,  arose.  The  present 
Treasurer  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  work, 
when  finally  completed,  would  involve  an 
expenditure  considerably  in  excess  of  that 
which  was  understood  by  Parliament  when 
the  2,000  was  voted,  and  therefore  he 
urged  me  to  refrain  from  expending  j£7,ooo 
of  the  amount.  He  thought  that  we  had 
not  taken  Parliament  sufficiently  into  our 
confidence,  and  eventually  the  course  which 
hs  suggested  was  adopted  by  the  Govern- 
ment. He,  however,  undertook  to  lay 
the  whole  matter  before  Parliament,  and 
to  provide  a  sufficient  sum  for  the  current 
year's  expenditure.  He  also  promised  to 
recommend  that  the  necessary  financial  pro- 
vision should  ,be  made  for  carrying  out  to 
completion  the  work  in  its  entirety.  Last 
year  Parliament  voted  j£5,ooo  to  provide 
one  gun  for  that  fort.  I  regret  to  say  that 
this  amount  was  practically  used  by  my 
honorable  friend  the  then  Minister  for  De- 
fence, without  my  knowledge,  but  that  fact 
will  in  no  way  militate  against  the  progress 
and  completion  of  the  work.  I  rise  chiefly  to 
remind  the  Treasurer  of  the  understanding 
which  was  arrived  at  by  the  Government  of 
which  we  were  both  members,  and  to  ex- 
press the  hope  that  on  the  Estimates-in- 
Chief  he  will  give  effect  to  that  under- 
standing, which  I  at  the  time  communicated 
to  the  people  of  Western  Australia. 

Mr.  CARPENTER  (Fremantle).  —  I 
should  like  to  emphasize  the  remarks  made 
by  the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan, 
and  to  remind  him  that  this  is  not  the 
first  occasion  on  which  this  matter  has 
been  mentioned  in  the  House.  It  is  only 
due  to  the  late  Government  that  I  should 
mention  that,  on  my  representation,  they 
agreed  to  provide  on  the  Estimates  for 
^9^4-5  A  sufficient  sum  to  carry  out  these 
defence  works,  and  that  I  informed  the 
people  of  Fremantle  that  this  course  was 
to  be  pursued.  I  am  glad  that  the  right 
honorable  member  has  confessed  that  it  was 
with  his  consent  that  the  money  voted  by 
the  House  for  the  carrying  out  of  these 
works  was  not  spent  as  proposed. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  did  not  say  that. 
It  went  very  much  against  my  grain  to  see 
the  money  devoted  to  another  purpose. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— The  right  honor- 
able member  said  that  he  was  approached 
by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Government  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  and  that  he  agreed 
to  the  2,000  voted  for  certain  defence 
works  being  devoted  to  another  purpose. 
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while  the  sum  of  j^^5,ooo,  voted  for  a  gun, 
was  commandeered  without  his  knowledge 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Eden-Monaro 
when  holding  c^Bce  as  Minister  of  Defence. 
I  did  not  have  the  honour  of  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  last  Parliament,  so  that  I  am 
not  familiar  with  the  course  of  actum  which 
it  adopted ;  but  I  was  somewhat  astonished 
to  find  that  the  House  had  permitted  a  vote 
passed  for  a  specific  purpose  to  be  devoted 
to  another  object.  The  disappointment 
felt  by  the  people  of  Fremantle  because  of 
the  failure  to  carry  out  these  defence  works 
was  very  keen.  This  is,  I  take  it,  a  reason- 
able opportunity  for  me  to  express 
my  disappointment  that  in  the  newly- 
formed  Administration,  Western  Aus- 
tralia has  not  a  direct  representative. 
I  do  not  intend  to  refer  at  any  great  len^h 
to  the  personnel  of  the  Government  which 
meets  the  House  for  the  first  time  to-day, 
or  to  any  act  that  they  may  or  may  not  have 
committed ;  but  it  is  only  fair  to  point  out 
that  the  reascm  given  by  the  Prime  Minister 
for  the  non-inclusion  of  a  representative  of 
Western  Australia  in  his  Cabinet  is  that 
honorable  members  from  that  State  are  not 
to  his  political  liking. 

Mr.  REia — If  the  honorable  member  will 
allow  me  to  say  

The  CHAIRMAN.— Does  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  rise  to  a  point  of  order  ? 

Mr.  Reid. — I  wish,  to  say,  if  my  honor- 
able friend  will  allow  me,  that  it  is  not  a 
fact  that  I  gave  the  reas^m  mentioned  by 
him.  That  is  all.  I  suppose  any  one  has 
a  right  

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Fremantle  will  proceed. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— I  am  quite  sure 
thai  the  Prime  Minister  does  not  wish  to 
keep  tMs  side  of  the  House  as  silent  this 
week  as  it  was  last  week.  If  he  has  any 
such  desire  there  is  no  hope  of  its  realiza- 
tion. I  do  not  wish  to  criticise  the  present 
Administration,  but  I  take  this,  the  first  op- 
portunity, to  express  my  deep  regret  thai 
it  does  not  comprise  a  representative  of 
Western  Australia,  and  to  say  that  the  rea- 
son which  has  been  given  in  the  press  for 
the  non- representation  of  that  State  in  the 
Cabinet  is  one  which  ought  not  to  be  ad- 
vanced by  a  statesman. 

Mr  Reid. — Hear,  hear, 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— I  shall  reserve 
what  I  have  to  say  on  this  subject  for  scune 
future  occasion.  I  hope  that  the  matter 
brought  forward  by  the  right  hcmorable 
member  for  Swan  will  recei^T  the  earnest 
ittention  of  the  Government,  and  that  a  suf- 


ficient sum  will  be  provided  on  the  Est 
to  enable  the  work  to  be  completed. 

Sir  GEORGE  TURNER.— 1  ma 
that  I  have  some  recollection  of  the 
mentioned  by   the  honorable  and  li 
member  for  Corio ;  but  that  the  Item, 
relates  to  a  refund  of  duty  on  tropb 
one  for  which  provision  could  not  be 
in  a  Supply  Bill.    Such  a  Bill  is  pas 
the  House  on  the  assurance  of  the  Tre 
that  it  provides  for  ortMnar}-  expen 
and  a  refund  of  Customs  duties  wou! 
come  within  that  definition.    I  under 
however,  that  the  Estimates  will  pi 
for  a  refund  of  the  duty  in  question, 
ing  to  the  matter  mentioned  by  the 
honorable  member  f(x  Swan,  I  thi 
will  be  admitted  by  all  who  have 
the  question  any  consideraticm  that 
absolutely  necessary  that  a  certain 
shall  be  spent  on  works  neoessan-  ft 
proper  defence  of  Fremantle  and 
Fremantle.    At  my  request  last  si 
honorable  members  passed  a  certain 
relating  to  these  works,  which  appear 
the  Estimates,  together  with  a  f« 
that  a  further  sum  would  be  requii 
order  to  permit  of  their  completion.  I 
footnote  was  inserted  as  the  result  ( 
formaticm  afforded  me  by  the  Defenc 
partment,  in  respcHiae  to  my  inquiriej 
when  I  subsequently  discussed  the  i 
with  the  Minister  of  Defence  an<l  \ 
General  Hutton  I  found  that  a  far 
sum — a  sum  of  from  j^6o,ooo  or  £t 
— would'be  necessary  to  enable  the  wi 
be  effectively  carried  out.  Honorable 
bers  know  that  it  is  useless  to  onl^ 
tially  carry  out  an  undertaking  of  thu 
and  that  we  must  be  prepared  to  yft 
a  sum  as  will  permit  of  the  constma 
the    complete    work,    so    that  k| 
be,   not  a  sham,  but  a  sure  d 
In  these  circumstances  I  felt  that 
not  justified  in  committing  Parliaa 
the  larger  expenditure,  and  would 
ceed  with  the  work  until  I  had  h 
opportunity  to  put  the  full  facts 
honorable  members,  leaving  them  to 
whether  an  expenditure  larger  than 
in  the  first  instance  anticipated  sho 
incurred. 

>fr.  Carfentek. — ^The  larger  sum 
quired  in  connexion  with  the  »  i 
North  Fremantle. 

Sir   GEORGE  TURNER-P 
will  be  made,  not  (xi  the  ordinan'. 
the  Special  Works  Estimates,  for  I 
siderable  sum  in  relation  to  this  pail 
work.     Certain  luftotiaticns  whicii 
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?en  the  Commonwealth  and 
itralian  Governments  have 
d  to  a  considerable  extent- 
ment  have  agreed  to  treat 
respect  of  which  they  for- 
rge  sum,  as  being  part  of 
le  transferred  Department, 
Ly  the  actual  cash  outlay 
would  have  been  incurred 
1  these  defence  works,  has 
f  reduced.  I  can  assure 
rs  that  the  right  honorable 
n  was  in  no  way  to  blame 
ed.  He  desired  that  the 
)ceed,  but  I  have  always 
surer  has  no  right  to  sanc- 
■h  will  involve  a  larger  ex- 
was  anticipated  until  he 
the  facts  before  Parlia- 
led  it  to  say  whether  the 
iiture  should  be  incurred, 
r,  that  a  considerable  sum 
1  for  in  the  next  Special 
.  When  those  Estimates  are 
he  whole  of  the  facts  will 
e  honorable  members,  and 
e  Committee  of  Supply  to 
a  larger  expenditure  pro- 
d.  After  investigating  the 
as  I  was  able  to  do,  with 
i  the  responsible  officer,  I 
lusion  that  it  was  one  which 
curred. 

ved  in  the  affirmative. 
>orted  and  adopted. 

r.  Reid)  proposed — 

g  Orders  be  suspended  in  order 
to  be  taken  to  obtain  supply, 
ply  Bill  through  all  its  stages 

ALD  (Kennedy).— I,  like 
he  Opposition,  must  con- 
ime  Minister  on  the  manner 

obtained  office. 
ER. — I  would  remind  the 
er  that  the  question  before 
lether  or  not  the  Standing 

suspended,  and  that  it  is 
or  him,  on  this  motion,  to 
onnel  of  the   Ministry  or 

ALD — If  necessary,  Mr. 
I  conclude  my  remarks  bv 
idment  which  will  materi- 
he  scope  of  debate,  and 
discuss  such  matters.  I 
shall  be  within  my  legiti- 
dvancing  reasons  in  support 
ition    that    the  Standing 


Orders  should  not  be  suspended  on  the 
ground  that  the  Government  have  not  the 
confidence  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— To  such  a  line  of 
argument  as  that,  I  could  not  object ;  but  I 
did  not  understand  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber desired  to  take  that  course.  On  the 
question  whether  or  not  the  Standing 
Orders  should  be  suspended,  any  arguments 
which  may  be  advanced  in  support  of  the 
honorable  member's  contention  that  the 
Government  have  not  the  confidence  of  the 
House  might  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Bamford. — Clause  48. 

Mr.  McDonald.— I  do  not  propose 
to  deal  with  clause  48;  it  has  nothing  to 
do  with  this  question.  I  am  prepared  to 
take  the  course  I  propose  to  take  at  the 
present  stage,  or  to  wait  until  a  later  stage 
when  the  Supply  Bill  is  before  honorable 
members,  as  on  that  Bill  we  can  discuss 
anything  we  please.  If  you,  sir, 
think  that  that  would  be  a  more  opportune 
time,  I  have  no  desire  to  place  you  in  an 
unenviable  position,  and  I  shall  be  pre 
pared  to  take  that  course. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— As  I  said  just  now, 
the  honorable  member  would  be  in  order  in 
arguing  the  question  whether  the  Standing 
Orders  should  be  suspended  or  not,  to  in- 
cidentally refer  to  such  reasons  as  he  men- 
tioned, but  I  think  it  would  be  more  con- 
venient if  the  honorable  member  dealt  with 
this  matter  on  the  Bill,  when  putting  for- 
ward arguments  why  Supply  should  not  be 
granted. 

Mr.  Thomas. — We  can  give  the  Govern- 
ment a  fair  show. 

Mr.  McDonald.— We  intend  to  give 
the  Government  every  reasonable  considera- 
tion. I  am  prepared  to  treat  them  just 
as  they  have  treated  us.  They  can  ask  for  no 
more  than  that.  I  will  defer  the  remarks 
I  proposed  to  make  until  the  Bill  is  intro- 
duced, in  order  that  I  may  not  in  any  way 
hamper  the  procedure  in  connexion  with 
this  particular  motion. 

Mr.  Bamford. — Give  them  time  to  ring 
up  their  supporters. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolution  of  Wavs  and  Means,  covering 
resolution  of  Supplv,  adopted. 

Ordered— 

That  Sir  George  Turner  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  carry  out  the  foregoing  resolution. 

Bill  presented  by  Sir  George  Turner, 
and  read  a  first  time. 

Motion  (by  Sir  George  Turner)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time. 
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Mr.  Mcdonald  (Kennedy).— Probably 
this  is  a  more  convenient  time  to  offer  the 
few  general  ronarks  I  propose  to  make. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  think  the  best  time  would 
be  on  the  message  to  send  the  Bill  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  McDonald.— I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  would  prefer 
that  nothing  should  be  said  on  the  matter 
at  all. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  wish  to  have  the  first  word 
— that  is  all. 

Mr.  Mcdonald.— Very  Hkely  ;  and  no 
doubt  the  right  honorable  gentleman  would 
like  to  have  a  good  many  last  words  also. 
When  the  Labour  Party  took  office  under 
the  honorable  member  for  Bland,  the  Prime 
Minister  rose  in  this  chamber  and  told  us 
that  that  honorable  member  had  no  right 
whatever  to  accept  the  responsibility  of 
office,  because  he  had  not  a  majority  behind 
him. 

Mr.  Thomas.— Who  said  that? 

Mr.  Mcdonald.— The  right  honorable 
gentleman  who  now  sits  at  the  head  of  the 
present  Government. 

Mr.  Thomas. — I  thought  it  was  the  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan. 

Mr.  McDonald.— Tiie  right  honorable 
gentleman  was  not  a>ntent  with  saying  that 
in  this  Chamber,  but  he  went  whining  about 
the  country,  telling  people  that  inasmuch  as 
he  did  not  send  for  himself,  instead  of  the 
leader  of  the  Labour  Party,  when  the  Go- 
vernment, led  by  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat  resigned,  the  action  of 
the  Governor-Genial  had  been  unconstitu- 
tional. 

Mr.  Reid. — Ithasall  come  right  in  the  end. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^The  end  is  not  yet. 

Mr.  McDonald. — Now,  what  has  been 
the  action  of  the  right  honorable  gentleman? 
Despite  his  continual  whine  about  his  not 
having  been  sent  for  on  that  occasion,  we 
find  that  he  has  accepted  a  similar  commis- 
sion from  the  Go\-emor-General,  knowing 
full  well  at  the  time  that  he  had  not  a  ma- 
jority behind  him,  and  knowing  also  that 
he  could  not  secure  a  majority  except  by 
humiliating  himself  and  those  honorable 
members  whom  he  had  to  recommend  to  His 
Excellency  as  responsible  Ministers.  The 
right  honorable  gentleman,  when  he  came 
back  from  his  interview  with  the  Governor- 
General,  was  like  a  man  who  had  secured 
a  mining  concession.  He  started  to  hawk 
it  around  where  he  oould  make  most  of 
it.  He  went  first  to  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat,  and  that  hon- 
orable and  learned  gentleman  sent  him  on 


to  the  right  honorable  member  for  fi 
clava,  by  whom  he  was  passed  on  to 
honorable  member  for  Gippstand. 

Mr.    Crouch.  —  The  honorable 
learned  member  for  Ballarat  would 
nottiing  to  do  with  the  right  horut 
gentleman. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — ^The  honn 
and  learned  member  would  not  take 
stock  in  the  syndicate. 

Mr.  McDonald. — That  was  the 
tion the  hcxiorable  and  learned  cir 
for  Ballarat  refused  to  have  anythin 
all  to  do  with  the  right  honorable  gc 
man.  He  said,  "  No ;  I  have  only  i 
one  political  mistake  in  my  life,  and 
was  in  joining  a  Coalition  Govemmi 
The  honorable  and  learned  gentlemai 
fused  lo  Jiave  anything  to  do  with 
Prime  Ministo,  but  he  passed  him  < 
the  right  h<xiorable  membtt  for  Balac 
We  have  then  this  humiliating  speaot 
the  present  leader  of  the  Government 
rigjht  honorable  gentleman  went,  ca 
hand,  to  the  present  Treasurer,  and  si 
him,  "  Although  I  am  Prime  Ministt 
this  Commonwealth,  I  am  only  in  thni 
tion  nominally ;  I  am  not  really  Prime  ? 
ster,  because  you  will  have  co-ord 
powers  with  myself." 

An  Honorable  Member.  —  The 
honcn-able  gentlonan  sublet  half  of  ttis 
tract. 

Mr.  MCDONALD.  —  As  the  bono 
member  says,  the  right  honorable  gentl' 
sublet  the  formation  of  half  of  the  &■ 
ment. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Subletting  is  illegal. 

Mr.  Webster. — The  Government  pit 
to  work  on  the  butty-gang  system. 

Mr.  McDonald.— I  hope  that  we 
not  find,  in  this  instance,  the  amoc.". 
sweating  which  usually  takes  pl^  b 
nexim  with  a  contract  which  has  been  s  1 
After  finding  fault  with  the  ex-Prime 
ister,  because  he  did  not  inform  tbe 
vemor-General  that  he  could  not  cofTJ 
a  majority,  surely  it  was  the  absolute 
of  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Sydney  to  give  that  assurance?  Bi- 
right  honorable  gentleman  had  a  par^ 
only  four.    His  whole  party,  all  he  n 
rake  together,  numbered  no  more  than  \ 
Not   only   was   that   so ;  but  wh*^' 
came    to    deal    with    the    member^  j 
the*  other   party,   they  said,    "  W^  ' 
join  you,  but  you  must  swallow  the  w 
of  your  life-long  principles."     The  t 
honorable  gentleman  had  to  swallo.^ 
life-long  principles,  and  bad  to  irw- 

Digrtjzed  by  Google 


Supply  [i8  August,  1904.]  Bill  (No.  3).  4271 


men  for  whom  he  has  the 
t. 

Ialley. — Not  contempt. 
ALD.  —  The  honorable 
ow  that  I  am  not  speaking 
but  in  a  purely  political, 
iber  that  some  time  ago  the 
member  for  East  Sydney 
f  great  oration,  as  we  all 
»,  in  the  Melbourne  Town 
lat  occasion  he  referred  to 
arty    as    the    "  Steerage 

hat  is  where  the  true  gentle- 
ue  democrats- 

ILD. — I  was  present  in  the 
t  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
remarks,  and  I  know  that 
d  them  as  a  compliment  to 

ty- 

[. — The    right  honorable 
ihat   every  protectionist 

ALD. — There  was  another 
particular  meeting  of  which 
vivid  recollection.  I  re- 
le  right  honorable  gentle- 
>  the  present  leader  of  the 
:il  in  another  place,  Senator 
right  honorable  gentleman, 
iort  of  way,  said,  "  Now, 
eat  and  glorious  statesman 
hat  remark  brought  rounds 
But  now  we  find  that  this 
>een  also  swallowed  by  the 
member. 

I'here  is  lots  of  room ! 
\LD. — The  right  honorable 
down  to  the  House  and, 
en  or  seventeen  occasions — 
:he  exact  number — told  us 
d  to  move  a  no-confidence 
^  day  the  unfortunate  re- 
ewspapers  were  waiting  out- 
ascertain  just  when  he  in- 
this  motion. 

ION. — ^The  honorable  mem- 
eve  it,  did  he  ? 
lALD.— We  were  all  de- 
right  honorable  gentleman 
;ns  for  getting  upon  the 
First  of  all,  he  came 
m  that  he  must  kill  the 
nent  The  method  he  aHop- 
number  of  his  supporters 
a  certain  direction  upon  a 
;  being  distinctly  stated  that 
posal  were  carried  it  would 


Mr.  Hume  Cook. — They  were  wreckers. 

Mr.  Mcdonald.— They  were  wreckers 
of  the  Bill,  and  at  the  same  time  desired  to 
defeat  the  Deakin  Government.  That  Go- 
vernment was  defeated.  The  right  honorable 
gentleman  pursued  exactly  the  same  course 
in  connexion  with  the  late  Government.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  move  a  no-confidence 
motion.  He  was  aware  that  if  he  sub- 
mitted a  straightforward  honest  proposal  of 
that  nature  he  would  be  defeated.  He 
could  not  possibly  have  carried  such  a  mo- 
tion. Therefore,  he  endeavoured  to  at- 
tain his  purpose  by  carrying  an  adverse  vote 
upon  a  clause  which  was  vital  to  the  Con- 
ciliation and  Arbitration  Bill.  I  should  not 
have  spoken  at  this  length,  except  that  we 
know  the  right  honorable  gentleman  and 
his  methods,  and  we  are  aware  that  during 
the  next  three  weeks  he  will  be  granting 
interviews  and  delivering  addresses  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country.  It  is  therefore 
necessary  that  we  should  as  far  as  possible 
put  our  case  before  the  public.  The  late 
Prime  Minister  is  too  modest  on  an  occasion 
like  this.  There  is  such  courtesy  in  his  dis- 
position, that  he  wishes  to  grant  to  the 
present  Government  a  concession  similar  to 
that  which  he  thinks  was  granted  to  him 
on  a  recent  occasion. 

Mr.  Thomas, — We  will  give  the  Govern- 
ment courtesy  as  soon  as  we  have  the 
numbers  ! 

Mr.  Batchelqr. — We  have  the  numbers 
to-day. 

Mr.  McDonald.— We  have  the  num- 
bers now,  and  the  Prime  Minister  will 
either  have  to  "  stone-wall  "  this  Bill,  or  he 
goes  out. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  would  not  even  encourage 
a  debate  upon  a  question  of  urgency. 

Mr.  McDonald.— The  right  honor- 
able member  cannot  complain.  I  did  not 
complain  when  he  did  not  submit  a  straight- 
out  vote  of  no  confidence  in  the  late  Go- 
vernment. Honorable  members  opposite 
were  quite  within  their  rights.  They  had 
a  perfect  right  to  adopt  the  method  which 
they  did  adopt,  if  they  thought  fit.  Per- 
sonally, I  should  not  have  taken  the 
course  which  they  adopted,  because  I 
thought  it  was  a  very  questionable  one ; 
but  technically  speaking  they  were  within 
their  constitutional  rights.  But  they  must 
not  blame  us  for  taking  a  similar 
course  when  we  think  it  expedient. 
It  is  just  as  well  that  we  should 
face  the  situation.  I  am  giving  a  start  to 
a  discassion  which  I  trust  will  afterwards 
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be  carried  on  with  more  vigour  and  ability 
than  I  can  command.  When  the  Pnmt! 
Minister  had  defeated  the  Deakin  Govern- 
ment, he  endeavoured  to  bring  about  a  com- 
bination. Just  here  I  feel  that  something 
ought  to  be  said  concerning  the  action  of 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bal- 
larat.  The  Prime  Minister  and  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  to  whom  I  have 
referred,  came  to  a  certain  agreement.  Ot 
course,  we  have  no  right  to  object  to  their 
coming  to  an  agreement,  but  whut  I  did 
object  to  was  that  while  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat  had  signed  an 
agreement  with  the  head  of  the  present 
Government  to  form  a  coalition,  he  was  at 
the  same  time  negotiating  with  our  partv. 

Mr  Kennedy. — The  honorable  ana 
learned  member  for  Ballarat  never  signed 
an  agreement  for  a  coalition. 

Mr.  McDonald.— He  signed  an 
agreement  to  this  effect— that  the  teraia 
were  to  be  submitted  to  his  party.  But 
while  he  signed  that,  and  was  nego- 
tiating with  the  Free-trade  Party,  he  was 
also  negotiating  with  the  Labour  Party. 
That,  to  mv  mind,  was  a  base  act  of  treach- 
ery. Suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  the 
Labour  Farty  had  agreed  to  the  terms  de- 
sired bv  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for'  Ballarat.  What  would  have  been 
the  result?  Probably  he  would  have  gone 
to  his  party  and  recommended  it  to  sell  it- 
self to  the  highest  bidder. 

Mr  Kennedy.— Has  not  the  honorable 
member  heard  of  a  party  in  this  Parlia- 
ment which  made  such  a  proposal  ? 

Mr.  MCDONALD.— No;  I  have  never 
heard  of  a  partv  that  did  so.  Anythmg 
tha»  the  Labour'  Party  has  ever  done,  we 
are' prepared  to  bring  to  the  light  of  day. 
I  am  blaming  the  leader  of  the  Deakm  Go- 
vernment for  the  action  which  he  took  on 
that  occasion.  I  maintain  that  to  nego- 
tiate terms  of  agreement  with  the  Labour 
Partv,  and  also  with  the  right  honorable 
member  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  was 
not  a  f:ur  deal.  What  came  of  it?  When 
we  hear  from  time  to  time  statements  made 
about  the  members  of  the  Labour  Party 
signing  awav  their  liberty  because  they  have 
signed  a  pledge,  I  ask  in  what  position  are 
other  honorable  members?  What  was  the 
position  of  the  head  of  the  Government,  and 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Ballarat  when  they  entered  into  an 
agreement?  They  signed  an  agreement. 
Now  we  have  a  pledged  party  on 
the  other  side.  Honorable  members  of  that 
arty,  who,  we  were  told,  could  always 


take  each  (Kher's  wcwd,  decided,  oo 
paiticular  occasion,  that  they  would 
an  agreement  drawn  up  in  black 
white,  so  that  none  might  back  down, 
hope  that  for  the  future  we  shall  nx 
any  more  about  the  Labour  Party  I 
compelled  to  sign  a  pledge,  seeing  tha 
leaders  of  the  party  opposite  cannot 
one  another  without  a  similar  precaii 
There  is  another  little  matter  which  1 1 
ought  to  be  mentioned,  though 
casually,  because  there  will  be  ample  o\ 
tunity  later  on  to  enlarge  on  these  topio 
can  remember  when  a  Tariff  was  I 
passed  by  this  House.  The  presait  1 
Minister  then,  in  his  place  in  Oppos 
made  such  a  pathetic  appeal  on  bdii 
poor  little  children,  whose  boots  wert 
ject  to  a  duty  of  30  per  cent.,  that  the  I 
in  the  gallery  were  obliged  to  use  their  1 
kerchiefs ;  indeed,  the  honorable 
man's  own  tears  dropped  on  his  j 
as  he  spoke.  At  one  mofDentl 
fairly  wept,  and  the  next  he  yell« 
the  top  of  his  voice,  denunciations  of  | 
he  termed  the  outrage(Kis  duties  of  y 
cent,  on  hats  and  boots.  But  what 
find  now?  The  hmorable  gentl 
swallowed  the  30  per  cent,  on  boots. 
30  per  cent,  on  hats,  and  what  has 
of  the  little  children  of  whom  he 
does  not  matter,  because  he  has  now  atti 
the  ambition  of  his  life — he  has  w 
Prime  Minister  of  Australia.  Howefl 
I  say,  there  will  be  ample  time  later  i 
deal  with  these  matters ;  but  before 
down  I  should  like  to  ask  the  bona 
member  for  Gippsland  whether  he  feeli 
and  comfortable  in  his  pr^nt  po^i 
That  honorable  member  advocated  the] 
tat  to  its  fullest  extent,  while  the  I 
Minister  vigorously  denounced  that  m\ 
but  now  we  find  those  gentlMnen  ar| 
arm. 

Mr.  Ronald. — "  Adversity  makes  u 
quainted  with  strange  bed-ifeliows.' 

Mr.  McDonald.— That  is  quite 
What  does  this  Government,  with  its  n 
elements,  propose  to  do?  The  Prime 
ister,  and  those  who  support  him. 
talked  about  the  rule  of  the  caucus 
what  is  their  own  position  now? 
are  so  bound  hand  and  foot  that  noi 
can  move.  Even  the  Prime  Minister 
not  take  independent  action,  as  a  t 
Minister  should,  because  he  has  to  co 
his  co-equal  in  the  Cabinet. 

Mr.  Mauger. — His  equal  in  all  lb 

Mr.  McDonald.— That  is  so, 
about  shackles  t   Wiy,  the  Prime  Mi^ 
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lore  than  any  man  of  whom 
of  in  political  life  In  what 
i  I  have  had  of  politics  I 
•d'  of  a  gentleman  accepting 
Prime  Minister  who  allowed 
lackled  as  the  leader  of  the 
ment  has  on  this  occasion, 
!  Commonwealth  will  never 
jectacle — that  the  Common- 
ver  see  another  gentleman 
position  as  to  be  only 
Minister.  I  shall  not,  how- 
that    line    of  comment; 

treading  on  dangerous 
Lave  had  my  liitle  in- 
noon,  and  others  may  fol- 

0  desire.  In  any  rase,'  there 
itest  doubt  that  at  the  end 
,  just  before  this  Govern- 

1  out,  we  shall  have  ample 
let  them  know   what  we 

ne  Minister  cannot  lake  ex- 
jurse  which  I  am  following ; 
has  been  set  by  him  - 
the  amendment  was  sub- 
resulted  in  the  defeat 
remment,  the  Prime  Mmis- 
lat  the  tactics  to  whicfi  he 
ing  might  be  used  against 
I  promise  the  honorable 
,  so  long  as  I  sit  in  the 
fully  avail  myself  of  such 
within  my  knowledge. 
lOvernment  and  their  sup- 
doubt,  a  perfect  right  to  dis- 
Government,  even  by  the 
ethods  then  adopted ;  and 
irty  have  no  cause  to  feel 
We  are  a  growing  party ; 
the  most  powerful  political 
ilia.  There  never  has  been 
'  in  this  country ;  and  our 
shown  in  the  fact  that  the 
;aders  of  Australia  have  had 
i\i  life-long  principles  in 
a  momentary  victory.  The 
'ould  not  have  been  beaten 
ly  than  that  which  the  late 
owed.  The  power  of  our 
;  from  day  to  day  ;  and  hon- 
i  opposite,  who  see  that  it 
ping  to  rule  the  Common- 
t  a  straw  in  the  hope  of  ar- 
>gress.  I  congratulate  the 
r  on  selecting,  as  his  co- 
lorable member  for  Gipps- 
man  whose  fine  democratic 
3eas  are  well  known  all  over 
DUfjh  it  is  a  fact  that  be 
a  Conservative  vote.  We 


now  have  the  extreme  protectionist  in  the 
person  of  the  honorable  member  for  Gipps- 
land,  and  the  extreme  free-trader  in  the 
person  of  the  Prime  Minister,  in  the  same 

Government-  Those  gentlemen  might 
rightly  be  termed  the  "  heavenly  twins," 
though  whether  they  will  ever  wear  the 
heavenly  wreaths  is  quite  another  matter. 
I  regret  that  the  Prime  Minister  has  already 
had  to  announce  a  slight  split  in  the 
Cabinet,  he  having  had  to  accept  another 
co  equal  in  place  of  the  gentleman  he 
desired  to  have.  In  any  case,  I  can 
assure  htm  that  he  has  my  hearty 
congratulations  on  his  attainment  of  the 
I  osition  he  now  occupies ;  and  I  also  can 
assure  him  that  there  are  a  large  number 
of  honorable  members  on  this  side  who  will 
give  him  encouragement  and  ample  (^por- 
tunity  to  deal  with  the  business  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir).  —  I  rise  to 
congratulate  the  Prime  Minister  and  his 
colleagues  on  the  feat  they  have  accom- 
plished during  the  last  few  days.  I  am 
not  going  to  complain — I  have  lio  right  to 
tx>mplain — of  the  turn  events  have  taken 
in  regard  to  the  Ministry  of  the  Common- 
wealth. As  a  labourite,  who  belongs 
to  the  advaiKing  army  of  democracy, 
I  am  delighted  to  find  that  at  last,  after 
only  a  few  years  of  organizing  and  of  poH- 
tical  work,  we  have,  bv  the  aid  of  the  arch 
Conservative  of  the  Commonwealth,  sepa- 
rated those  who  are  with  us  from  those 
who  are  against  us.  That  fact  is  now  indi- 
cated by  the  seats  honorable  members  oc- 
cupy in  this  House.  The  position  of  parties 
to-day,  in  this  Parliament,  is  to  me 
a  pleasing  feature  in  the  political 
history  of  the  CoTimon wealth.  Xo  one 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Labour  Party 
ever  expected  that  the  time  would  come  so 
quickly  when  we  should  be  able,  with- 
out any  doubt,  to  single  out  our  oppo- 
nents and  mark  them  ofF  for  what  thev 
are.  What  is  the  obiect  nf  this  strange  com- 
bination that  we  see?  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Kennedy  has  hinte<"I  at  the  object  as 
though  it  was  something  which  was  unwel- 
come to  the  people  of  Australia.  In  the 
Cabinet  T  see  elements  which,  before  the 
Lafjo'ir  Partv  became  the  factor  that  it  is. 
fought  bitterly  one  against  the  other,  on 
the  alleged  sacred  principles  of  protection 
or  free-trade.  But  when  thev  find,  as  they 
do  to-day,  that  the  Labour  Party  has  been 
growing  aoace  like  the  bav  tree,  and  is 
"soreading  its  branches  over  the  democracy  nf 
Australia,   and   welcoming  converts  from 
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every  side,  what  do  they  do  in  order  to 
"down"  that  party?    They  do  what  has 
never  been  witnessed  in  the  history  of  any 
Legislature   within   the    Empire.  What 
will  those  persons  who  for  years  have  ad- 
mired the  standard-bearer  of  the  glorious 
doctrines  of  free-trade  and  liberty  say  when 
he  returns  to  Sydney,  and  they  recognise 
that  the  banner  under  which  they  have  wor- 
shipped and  fought  has  been  changed,  and 
that  it  is  not  merely  a  question  of  "  yes  " 
to-day  and  "  no  "  to-morrow,  but  is  a  ques- 
tion of  "  Yes— no  "  perpetually  ?     "  Yes- 
no  "  is  a  fitting  conjunction  of  words  to 
describe  this  Cabinet.    It  is  no  longer  a 
question  of  altering  opinions.    We  have 
liefore  us  a  combinaticm  which    is  un- 
precedented In  the  political  history  of  this 
country.    Of  course  the  Labour  Party  are 
highly  delighted,  because,  whilst  our  right 
honorable  friend  on  the  opposite  side  ima- 
gines that  he  is  going,  as  it  were,  to  steal  a 
march  on  the  army  of  democracy  by  sing- 
ling out  .those  respected  protectionists  who 
have  long  commanded  the  respect  of  their 
party,  and  believes  that  he  will  thereby 
bring  behind  the  Cabinet  the  large  mass  of 
the  protectionist  support,  is  it  likely  that  that 
will  happen  ?  When  he  appeals  to  the  country 
he  will  get  the  support  of  only  the  Conserva- 
tive section  of  the  protectionists.  The 
democratic  section  of  the  party  will  never 
stand  behind  a  Conservative  Cabinet  such  as 
they  see  in  this  Chamber  to-day.   What  is 
the  position?    A  new  line  of  demarcation 
has  to-day  been  laid  down  in  the  political 
history  of  the  country.    Hitherto  the  pro- 
tectionists have  been  combined,  and  have 
worked  in  unison,  believing  that  the  doc- 
trine they  preached  was  for  the  benefit  of 
all.    But  to-day  we  find  that  the  people,  by 
reason  of  education    on  the  fiscal  ques- 
tion, are  beginning  to  realize  that  there  are 
two  sections  in  the   Protectionist  Party, 
just  as  there  are  two  sections  in  the  Free- 
trade  Party.    The  people  are  beginning  to 
realize  that  the  Conservative  protectionist  is 
the  man  who  wants  protection  so  that  he  can 
favour  the  manufacturer  all  the  time,  so  that 
monopolies   may    grow   and  overshadow 
the  rights,   the  liberties,   and  the  very 
living  of  the  i>eople.    The  people  are  be- 
ginnmg  to  realize  that  there  are  Conserva- 
tive protectionists  who  are  prepared  to 
work  for  monopolies  every  day  they  sit 
on   the   benches   here,    every   day  they 
speak     in     support     of     their  prin- 
ciples.      The    Democratic  protectionists 
comprise  the  men  who  have  sympathy  with 
the  toiling  men  and  women  in  our  fat'tories, 

Mr.  Wtbtte'. 


who  wish  to  make  the  lives  of  these  pe 
brighter  than  they  have  been.  This 
tion  of  the  protectionists  are  going  to 
themselves  asunder  from  the  old  m«i 
li^tic   protectionists,    and   stand  h\ 
people  for  whom  they  are  fighting. 
Liberal  protectionist  who  to-day  stuid 
the  people  in  the  interests  of  that  f 
faith,  as  it  might  be  called,  says. 
want  to  make  work  in  this  countn  ; 
want  protection,  not  merely  for  aitice! 
manufacture,  but  also  for  the  H^'es  arA 
freedom  of  the  workers  in  those  mdu?. 
W^e  desire  that  the  conditions  undei  % 
the     people     work     in  protected 
dustries  shall  be  such  as  to  tend  to  * 
advancement.   We  desire  that  these  pt 
shall  be  allowed  to  work  under  coni' 
which  will  improve  their  constitutions, 
make  them  better  members  of  society, 
desire  that  they  shall  work  for  onl; 
many  hours  a  day,  so  that  they  may 
some  time  for  recreation  and  edua 
We    desire   also   that    the  people 
work  in  protected  industries  shall 
preser\'ed  to  them  the  right  to  c*)tain  a 
'  ing  wage  fOT  their  labour."   That  is 
position  of  the  Liberal  protectionist  to- 
The  right  honorable  member  for  East 
ney  is  welcome  to  his  allies.  Hehasselt 
the  most  Conservative  Cabinet  which  lias 
been  created  in  Australia.      If  be 
questioned  every  man  in  the  Chambe 
could  not  have  succeeded  in  construdi 
more  Conservative  Cabinet  that  he  lead 
day,  and  I  ccmgratulate  him  an  his  ? 
It  is  a  distinct  step  in  advance  i<x 
labour  inovement.    We  know  exactly 
are  our  foes,  and  what  we  )axt  to  i 
Hitherto  we  have  been  deceived,  to  sckbi 
tent,  by  men  who  have  professed  to  bt 
friends  of  the  people,  whether  as  protfc 
ist5  or  free-tr:iders.      We  have  been 
ceived  by  the  platform  utterances  '^f  1 
men,  when  thev  h.ive  been  appciling  ic 
proletariat  to  give  them  place  and  po 
Thev  will  no  longer  be  able  to  thro* 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Toilers,  because  the 
who  are  fighting  for  the  toilers  have  ser- 
themselves — for  ever,  I  hope — from  ^ 
men  who  are  prepared  to  support  s  pn: 
tive  policy  onlv  so  long  as  it  gives  a  nwptfi 
to  the  capitalist  and  a  greater  pull 
the  Customs  duties  which  the  Parliap 
has  imposed.    I  do  not  intend  to  dea' 
fairlv  wilh  the  Government,  althouph  ' 
have  not  shown  to  me  or  to  the  part^  1 
long  to  that  fairness  which  we  might  - 
expected  to  receive.     I  recofrnise  tha' 
wrongs  do  not  make  a  right.    I  do  not  i:  i 
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\  same  treatment  to  those 
ers  who  would  not  allow 
:  other  day,  who  kept  me 
•  comers  of  the  strictest 
who  were  always  raising 
and  making  interjections 
:herwise.     As  I  said  dur- 
I  would  not  support  nv 
a  mean  advantage  of  any 
It   whenever  war  is  pro- 
field  is  cleared  for  action, 
ont  ranks,  or,  if  necessary, 
wder  monkey,  to  assist  to 

0  an  honorable  conclusion, 
:he  best  side  may  win.  We 
lose  honorable  gentlemen — 
s,  those  protectionists,  those 

and  "  freetectionists  " — 
w  define,  so  far  as  Social- 
i,  who  have  sunk  their 
ombined  for  the  sole  pur- 
ig  place  and  power.  I 
honorable    member  for 

without  fear  or  hesi- 
lever  before,  in  Aus- 
ider  display  such  anxiety 
nbition  of  his  life,  show 
hen  he  thought  that  it  was 
,  or  so  abuse  the  ordinary 
r   play.    I  could  forgive 

1  learned  gentleman  for  the 
jsed,  but  how  can  any  one 
who  has  sacrificed  those 
pies  which  have  kept 
1    for    so    many  years? 

right  honorable  gentleman 
wn  Hall  at  Sydney,  and  in 
the  Commonwealth,  thai 
doctrine  for  which  he  has 
iration.  We  all  know  his 
!e.  If  he  cannot  influence 
his  logic  or  his  rhetoric, 
ir  support  by  his  humour, 
ling  his  versatility,  I  am 
South  Wales  free-traders 
otectionists  alike  must  feel 
been  deceived.  He  has 
:  the  mercy  of  the  protec- 
jeing  supported  to-day  by 
enemy  he  was  a  year  or 
;enly  sympathize  with  the 
-traders  who  stand  be- 
lervative  combination.  1 
are  hobbled  and  halteredi 
ster  complimented  them  ir 
!r  morning  for  their  loyalty 
"They  never  questioned  me 
oe  whether  I  did  right  01 
rhen  I  took  an  unmanly 


attitude  in  regard  to  the  Labour  Govern- 
ment I  was  able  to  tell  them  to  sit  down, 
and  they  sat  down."    Even  the  most  robust 
member  of  the  right  honorable  gentleman's 
party,  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for   Werriwa,   a  litherto  untamable 
character,    whom    the    Prime  Minister 
w  as  never  before  able  to  bring  under 
his    hypnotic    eye,    was    compelled  to 
be  silent  on  that  occasion.     When  that 
debate  was  in  progress,  I  said  that  it 
was  unfair  to  tie  the  hands  of  the  Labour 
Party,  and  that  it  was  also  unfair  to  tie 
the  hands  of  the  democratic  section  of  the 
free-trade  party.    But  what  does  unfair- 
ness matter  to  a  man  who  is  eager  for 
office.    There  are  democrats  behind  the 
right  honorable  gentleman,  who  for  years 
have  fought  for  democracy ;  but  they  have 
succumbed  to  his  hypnotic  influence  in  a 
manner  which  I  did  not  think  possible.  We 
look  to  them  to  help  us  to  carry  out  the  great 
work  of  liberal  reform ;  but  to-day  they  are 
bound  and  helpless,  and  unable  to  say  a 
word  in  defence  of  their  position.  We  know 
how  uncomfortable  they  must  feel,  because 
they  are  Radicals  at  heart,  and  represent 
constituencies  of  working  men,  who  know 
what  they  want.     Yet  these  unfortunate 
members  have  to  support  the  most  conser- 
vative Ministry  that  has  yet  been  hatched 
in  Australian  politics.    Why  did  not  the 
Prime  Minister  exercise  some  charity  to- 
wards them?    Why  did  he  not  allow  them 
to  say  a  word  in  defence  of  their  position? 
Why  did  he  not  allow  them  to  act  as  free 
men,  instead  of  gagging  them,  and  bind- 
ing them  hand  and  feet?    The  Labour  Go- 
vernment were  put  out  on  a  technicality,  and 
by  methods  repugnant  to  British  instincts 
of  fair  play.    The  followers  of  the  present 
Prime  Minister  were  not  allowed  to  exercise 
the  right  of  free  speech,  and  to  criticise  the 
policy  or  administration  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment.   All  that  we  heard  on  this  side  of 
the  Chamber,  hour  after  hour,  was  "  Clause 
48."    If  the  present  Government  receive 
similar  treatment,  they  will  have  no  ground 
for  complaint.    My  political  existence  has 
been  threatened  by  those  who  have  humi- 
liated so  many  of  my  old  colleagues ;  but  I 
am  ready  to  go  down  fighting  for  the  cause 
which  I  have  supported  so  long.    I  would 
rather  die  than  haul  down  my  flag,  as  some 
men  have  done.    It  is  a  degrading  thing 
that  a  man  who  has  received  the  Cobden 
Medal,  and  who  has  spoken  for  years  on 
the  advantages  of  free-trade,  should  now 
combine  with  men  who  have  supported^  a 
Dolicy  which  h?  has  referred  to  as  industrial 
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strangulation.  What  a  blot  upon  Australian 
hiftwy  it  is  that  there  should  be  such  a 
combinatirai  brought  about,  not  to  secure 
the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Com- 
monwealth on  constitutional  lines — because 
there  is  nothing  but  praise  to  be  given  to  the 
late  Government  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  administered  the  affairs  of  State — and 
not  because  the  legislation  put  forward  by 
the  late  Government  was  antagonistic  to  the 
views  of  a  majority ;  but  to  secure  merely 
personal  ends.  The  members  of  the  Labour 
Party  were  forced  out  of  their  position  on 
the  cross  benches  to  take  control  of  the  De- 
partments of  the  Commonwealth,  but  the 
nine  or  ten  free-traders  who  helped  to  put 
them  in  that  position  have  since  gone  back 
on  their  principles,  in  order  to  give  office  to 
the  right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney, 
who  has  desired  it  so  eagerly  and  so  long. 
These  honorable  members,  although  they 
condemned  the  Bill  in  toto,  acting  under 
the  hypnotic  influence  of  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter, walked  over  to  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  in  order  to  give  him  the  opportunity 
for  which  he  was  longing.  The  Deakin 
Government  went  out  ostensibly  .on  a  mat- 
ter of  prindple,  and  the  Labour  Party 
came  into  power,  not  at  their  own  desire, 
but  simply  because  the  trap  set  by  the 
Prime  Minister  did  not  serve  his  purpose. 
Now,  the  very  men  whose  votes  contri- 
buted to  place  the  Labour  Government  in 
office  have  assisted  to  confer  power  upon 
the  deadly  enemies  of  democratic  legis- 
lation. The  Prime  Minster  says  that  he 
will  take  up  the  Conciliation  and  Arbitra- 
tion Bill.  He  will  embrace  that  measure 
in  the  same  way  that  he  has  embraced  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bal- 
larat.  The  right  honorable  gentleman  is 
capable  of  embracing  anything.  He  is 
such  a  generous  political  godfather  that 
he  is  prepared  to  adopt  anything  that 
comes  his  way,  provided  that  he  can 
retain  power.  This  has  been  characteristic 
of  the  right  honorable  gentleman  through- 
out his  political  career.  Many  of  us 
are  well  aware  of  this,  but  other  honor- 
able members,  who  have  not  taken  the 
trouble  to  inquire  closely  into  his  political 
history,  will  have  cause  for  regret  be- 
fcMre  very  long.  Does  the  right  hwiorable 
gentleman  suppose  that  when  we  reach 
clause  48  of  the  Conciliation  and  Arbitra- 
tion Bill  we  shall  be  content  to  allow  it  to 
retain  its  present  form? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honoi  l  ie  mem- 
ber must  not  anticipate  the  dchau-  on  the 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill. 


Air.  WEBSTER.— I  thought  that 
motion  was  broad  oiough  to  cover 
subject  under  the  sun.   If  it  is  not,  we 
deal  with  the  Arbitration  Bill  at  ana 
time.  No  one  desires  more  than  I  do  ic 
serve  llie  rules  of  the  House,  and 
transgress  it  will  be  because  we  are 
human,  and  liable  to  err. 

Mr.  Spence. — What  does  the  honoi 
member  propose  to  call  the  presoit 
vernment?  Is  it  a  Socialistic  Minisln 
what  ? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  should  call  ii 
arch-conservative  combination  of  the  Bi 
Empire. 

Mr.  Reid. — Every  combination  oug! 
be  conservative. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— That  is,  no  doul 
sound  propositi<m.  The  right 
able  gentleman  can  prepare  the  wa\ 
himself  better  than  any  man  I  know. ' 
matter  on  which  side  of  the  fenw  he 
himself,  he  can  always  give  reasons 
he  should  not  be  on  the  other  side.  ?i 
honorable  members  on  the  Govern 
benches  are  very  uncomfortable  bo 
they  are  not  in  their  proper  positions.1 
sympathize  with  them  in  the  same  wav 
I  should  sympathize  with  the  bird  d 
in  the  snare  of  the  fowler.  I  beliet-e 
the  time  is  not  far  distant  whai  the\ 
realize  exactly  where  they  stand.  Wi 
not  trot^led  about  being  relegated  10 
side  of  the  House.  This  is  the  first  d 
that  we  have  had,  as  a  party,  to  fi;:: 
members  of  a  direct  Opposition. 
Prime  Minister  has  never  before  h.:>, 
Labour  Party  in  direct  opposition  to 
He  should  be  ^lad  of  the  oppiirt 
which  is  now  presented  to  put  them  li 
test  in  that  capacity.  Whether  his 
sure  will  be  lasting  is  quite  another 
ter.  From  to-day  it  should  go  fonli ! 
public  that  the  fiscal  question  has  no  Ic 
any  political  existoice  within  the  Com 
wealth. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  thought  that  the  La 
Party  was  a  free-trade-protectionis 
bination. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.—  I  hare  nrthin 
do  with  what  the  right  honorable  mei 
thinks,  but  I  am  dealing  with  the 
presented  to  us.  I  sympathize  deeplv 
the  deluded  free-traders  of  New  S 
Wales — with  those  men  who  have  i 
by  the  free-trade  flag,  and  haw  hwii 
and  sincerely  battled  for  the  polio  »! 
in  their  opinion,  would  give  freeHwi 
the  people,  and  enable  them  to  o^^n 
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of  life  with  greater  success 
:  possible  under  other  condi- 
s  men  have  travelled  miles 
lear  the  Prime  Minister,  and 
:ir  boots  out  in  working  for 
his  supporters.     What  are 
day  ?     I  have  been  in  New 
for  only   48  hours  since 
Friday  last,  and  the  impres- 
from  the  demeanour  of  the 
ere  was  that  a  double  fune- 
place  in  that  State.    In  the 
travels  I  met  some  of  the 
sorters    of    the  Free-trade 
y  said,  "  What  do  you  think 
uld  you  have  believed  that 
Party  would  be  sold  as  they 
IVe  w(»-ked  for  years  to  sup- 
ade  doctrine,  and  longed  for 
to  subject  it  to  a  practical 
alas  !  the  man  in  whom  we 
!St,  the  idol  whom  we  have 
long,  has  broken  asunder, 
practically  absorbed  by  the 
1  he  was  the  avowed  enemy 
ears." 

-Did  they  say  that  I  was 

r? 

FER.— No;  they  said  that 
irable  gentleman  was  burst 
ibition  bursts  many  men. 
Hisequence  has  been  visited 
the  greatest  men  who  ever 
litically  speaking,  ambition 
right  honorable  gentleman, 
ilso,  with  the  people  of  Vic- 
e  in  the  past  pinned  their 
impions  of  Protection.  The 
learned  member  for  Balla- 
1  such  a  prominent  part  in 

the  coalition,  occupies  a 
so  far  as  the  fiscal  question 
i  inexplicable  to  me.  When 
nto  this  House,  I  listened 
n  to  the  eloquence  of  the 
learned  member,  and  I  felt 
lere  was  a  sincere  man  he 
Dw,  however,  that  I  have 

of  contrasting  the  actions 
)Ie  member  with  his  mag- 
:al  flights,  and  his  assur- 
ixicm  with  the  Conciliation 
I  Bill,  that  he  did  not  wish 
I,  except  so  far  as  might  be 
ike  it  read  correctly,  I  am 
ew  months  after  I  was  so 
essed  by  the  honorable  and 
)x  I  see .  him  sitting  side 
the  enemies  of  democracy. 


acting  as  a  buffer  between  the  free-trade 
and  protectionist  parties,  and  endeavouring 
to   soften   the   effects   of   the  collision 
which     must     sooner    or    later  come. 
Why  ?    Because  he  hopes  that  his  opp(»- 
tunity  will  ccmie  some  other  day.  Does 
he  stand  aloof  from  the  present  Ministry 
because  he  antidpates  that  within  a  cc»n- 
paratively  brief  period  a  little  inspired 
message  will  come  from  the  British  Isles, 
urging  the  leader  of  the  Government  to 
adopt  a  policy  of  preferential  trade?  Is 
it  not  possible  that  the  Prime  Minister,  who 
has  gone  back  upon  his  free-trade  prin- 
ciples, will  be  found  advocating  such  a 
policy  ?    I  venture  to  say  that  he  will  prove 
quite  equal  to  the  occasion  should  it  arise. 
He  will  declare  that  his  duty  to  the  Em- 
pire upon  which  the  sun  never  sets  impels 
him  to  adopt  a  policy  which  will  insure 
to  the  mother  country  a  certain  amount 
of  freedom  from  the  competition  of  those 
nations  which  are  fast  wresting  her  com- 
mercial supremacy  from  her  hands-  If 
that  be  the  secret  of  the  split  which  has 
taken  place  between  the  Conservative  pro- 
tectionists and  the  Liberal  protectionists, 
we  shall  know  it  very  shortly.      At  any 
rate,  I  cannot  congratulate  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Ballarat  upwi  his 
action  in  practically  strangling  the  Arbi- 
tration Bill.    I  appeal  to  the  democracy 
of  Australia,  irrespective  of  whether  they 
be  free-traders  or  protectionists,  to  be  "  up 
and  doing,"  because  our  day  is  coming. 
The    sun    is    up ;   it   has   not   yet  set. 
I  urge  the  democracy  of  the  Commonwealth 
to  prepare  for  the  political  battle  which  is 
inevitable.    The  Liberal  Party  will  be  no 
longer  sundered  by  rival  fiscal  creeds.  Its 
members  will  meet  their  opponents  in  a 
fair  hand-to-hand  fight.    I  welcome  that 
fight,  and  I  rejoice  at  the   prospect  of 
affording  the  people  of  Australia  an  oppor- 
tunity to  combat  their  arch  enemy.    In  my 
opinicm.  the  life  of  this  Government  will 
hi  a  brief  one.    Our  turn  must  come,  and 
it  will  last  so  long  as  we  serve  a  majority 
of  the  electors,  50  long  as  we  make  Aus- 
tralia a  better  country  than  it  is,  and  so 
long  as  we  continue  to  remove  the  shackles 
of  those  who  are  oppressed.    When  our 
party  resumes  responsibility  it  will  continue 
to  hold  ofllice,  whilst  that  which  is  led  by 
the  Prime  Minister  will  rapidly  sink  into 
decay. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  (Moira).— In  view  of 
the  charges  which  were  recently  made  by 
honorable  members  opposite  to  the  effect 
that  they  were  "  gagged  "  
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Mr.  Watson, — ^The  gag  is  now  re- 
moved. ' 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Since  the  supporters 
of  the  late  Government  crossed  to  the  Oppo- 
sition side  of  the  chamber  they  have  un- 
gagged  themselves.  When  they  sat  behind 
the  Watson  Administration  we  heard  no 
fiery  invective  from  the  honorable  member 
for  GM-ydir. 

Mr.  Webstek. — I  was  "  gagged  "  last 
week,  otherwise  the  honorable  member 
would  have  heard  me  to  some  purposa 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber was  not  "gagged"  by  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  Watson. — Did  we  not  hear  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Gwydir  upon  this  day 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— We  did,  and  as  far 
as  I  am  aware,  he  could  have  continued  to 
address  the  House  until  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Tudor. — No;  the  debate  upon  the 
motion  which  he  sufavnitted  was  interrupted 
at  half-past  4  o'clock.  I 

Mr.    KENNEDY.-That  marked  only 
one     stage     of     the     proceedings.      It  i 
seems  strange  that  this  little  rift  in  the  lute  1 
is  now  being  held  up  to  scare  the  protection-  j 
ists  of  Australia.    An  effort  is  being  made 
to  show  that,  as  the  result  of  the  action  of 
some  honorable  members  in  recording  an  im- 
portant vote  last  week,  the  protective  policy  ' 
of  the  Commonwealth  is  in  jeopardy.  That 
is  the  whole  burden  of  the  song  of  the  hon-  | 
orable  member  for  Gwydir.    He  accuses  I 
those  protecti(Hiists  whom  the  Prime  Minis-  | 
ter  has  taken  into  his  Cabinet,  of  being 
Conservative  protectionists. 

Honorable  Members. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Those  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  political  history  of  the 
gentlemen  who  now  form  part  and  parcel  of 
the  Reid-McLean  Administration,  know 
that  they  were  the  standard  bearers  of 
liberalism,  progress,  and  protection  through- 
out Victoria  before  the  honorable  member 
for  Gwydir  entered  public  life.  The 
workers  of  this  State — not  the  monopolistic 
manufacturers — have  to  thank  the  present 
Treasurer,  and  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs,  for  whatever  industrial  advan- 
tages they  enjoy  to-day. 

Mr.  McDonald. — The  honorable  member 
should  read  the  State  flansard  reports  of 
McLean  on  Turner  and  Turner  on  McLean. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.- It  is  true  that  they 
had  their  political  differences  in  the  State 
Parliament;  but  it  is  well  that  the  people 
of  Australia  should  be  reminded  that  the 
only  vital  point  of  difference  between  them 
was  in  respect  of  the  method  to  be  adopted 


to  reform  the  Victorian  Constitution, 
far  as  I  am  aware,  it  was  only  in  regar'l 
that  matter  that  any  difference  ever  ocrurj 
between  them  as  leaders  of  their  respeci 
parties.  One  believed  that  the  pre 
method  to  adopt  was  to  gi%'e  Parliameni 
opportunity  first  of  all  to  make  an  eflori 
bring  the  Constitution  up  to  date;  while 
honorable  member  for  Gippsland,  who 
then  Premier  of  Victoria,  held  that  the  n 
ter  should  be  dealt  with  by  a  Omventi 
somewhat  similar  to  that  which  framed 
Federal  Constitution.  I  think  I  am  juj 
fied  in  putting  these  facts  before  the  Hen, 
in  view  of  the  suggestion  cm  the  part  nf 
Opposition  that  at  one  time  there  was  > 
siderable  rivalry  and  jealousy  betit 
these  honorable  gentlemen.  Both  h 
fought  for  liberalism  and  progress,  an<l 
the  industrial  welfare  of  Victoria,  yet 
Opposition  to-day  hold  them  up  to  rifiii 
as  representing  the  Conservative  section 
the  political  life  of  Victoria. 

Mr.  TtJDOR. — The  Conservative  sec; 
are  supporting  the  Government  to-da\. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.- Honorable  meml 
of  the  Opposition  wtMild  have  us  beli 
that  that  is  so. 

Mr.  Tudor. — The  Arf^us  is  support 
them. 

Mr.  Watson.  —  All  the  Consena 
forces  are  with  them. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Be  that  as  i(  n 
I  propose  to  place  a  few  hard  facts  h-l 
this  House. 

Mr.  FxsHEB. — ^The  hwiorable  membej 
protesting  too  much. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  am  not  protest! 
but  I  wish  to  place  a  few  facts  before 
people,  who  are  the  jury  that  wit!  '^f 
mine  this  question.      Scmie  refereni-^ 
been  made  to  the  position  of  (he  Pta 
tionist  Party,  and  the  side  on  which  i 
ought  to  sit.      But  what  had  the  Pr-' 
tionist  Party  to  expect  from  the  late  1 
vernment  ?     What  assistance  did  tht\ 
ceiTO    from    honorable  me[iU)ers  of 
Labour  Partv  when  the  Tariff  Bill  ' 
before  the  House?      Was  there  a  m 
bitter  opponent  of  the  Protectionist  Tar 
as  introduced,  than  was  the  ex-M-"'-* 
of  External  Affairs?  He  was,  if  ar>'1«) 
a  stronger  opponent  of  the  Tariff  thjri  n 
even  the  pre-ient   Prfme   Minister.  ^\ 
attitude  did  the  late  Government  tal:e 
when  they  were  questioned  on  noli'-' 
to  their  intention  with  regard  tn  the 
factures  Encouragement  Bill?  u 
sav  that  they  would  deal  with  it  as  a 
ter  of  Government  JKjlicy  ?     No;  " 
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hat  after  consideration  they 
:o  allow  a  private  member  to 
the  Bill,  and  to  afford  him 
to  submit  it  to  the  considera- 
jse. 

rER. — Will  the  present  Go- 
Lip  that  Bill  ? 

2DY. — They  have  not  been 

TER. — The  honorable  mem- 
stion  them  on  the  subject. 
EDY.— I  shall  make  it  my 
so ;  because  it  relates  to  a 
1  I  am  pledged.  Not  only 
members  of  the  House,  but 
:ty  as  a  party  helped  to  kill 
roduced  by  the  Barton  Go- 

TEB. — It  was  not  made  a 

EDY. — It  is  absolutely  true 
r  Party,  with  the  late  Prime 
ir  head,  and  with  the  assist- 
;-trade  section  of  the  House, 
What  had  protectionists, 
secure  bonuses  for  agricul- 
facturing  purposes,  to  expect 
iovernraent  ? 

.—The  honorable  member 
nething  with  regard  to  the 
r  bonus. 

SEDY.— Let    that  matter 

— It  is  quite  strong  enough 

KDY.— That  is  so.  I  have 
in  support  of  the  degree  of 

rality  

vi. — Immorality. 
lEDY.—I  have  nothing  to 
of  the  standard  of  morality 
ig  to  the  evidence  given  be- 
■  Commission,  obtains  in  our 
imunity.  But  what  has  that 
with   the   present  political 

— Those  who  are  being  ex- 
commission  are  not  members 
Party. 

EDY. — Labour  members  are 
;els  of  sweetness  and  light ; 

ned  the  average  

—It  is  a  "Kyabramite" 
ing  exposed. 

EDY. — That  may,  or  may 
lonorable  members  opposite 
charge  me  with  "  Kyabram- 
seem  to  forget  that  at  the 
had  the  pleasure  of  fighting 
of  the  Reform  League. 


Mr.  Watson. — We  merely  say  that  the 
honorable  member  is  in  bad  company. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— With  such  an'  op- 
ponent I  may  have  been  in  bad  company, 
but  circumstances  have  forced  me  into  the 
company  in  which  I  now  find  myself. 
Much  stress  has  been  laid  on  the  allega- 
tion that  the  protectionists  are  to-day  in 
bad  oompany,  but  what  had  we  to  hope 
from  the  late  Government  ? 

Mr.  Frazer. — The  honorable  member 
admits  that  there  are  more  protectionists 
on  this  side  than  on  the  Government  side 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— That  merely  goes 
to  show  that  there  are  more  protectionists 
gone  wrong.  What  has  the  industrial  life 
of  Victoria  ever  been  able  to  obtain  from 
the  Labour  Party,  so  far  as  the  protec- 
tionist poEcy  is  concerned  ?  The  party 
prides  itself  on  being  a  body  of  fiscal 
athiests. 

An  Honorable  Member. — Not  the  ma 
joritv  of  them. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Why  is  it  that  they 
gave  no  adhesion  to  fiscal  principles  when 
the  Tariff  Bill  was  before  Parliament? 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — What  did  the  free- 
trade  party  do  for  the  industrial  life  of 
Australia? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.- What  is  the  honorable 
member  for  Bourke  squealing  about  ?  He 
has  probably  been  forced  into  his  proper 
position— a  position  which  he  should  have 
occupied  before.    I  wish  him  luck. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — He  is  sitting  where 
the  honorable  member  should  be. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— That  is  a  matter  for 
the  people  of  Moira  to  determine.  The 
honorable  member  is  not  the  guardian  of 
my  conscience  or  of  my  political  principles. 
What  hope  had  he  of  passing  the  Manu- 
factures Encouragement  Bill  while  the 
late  Government  was  in  ofl5ce? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Every  hope. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— What  was  the  reply 
which  the  honorable  member  received  when 
he  inquired  what  course  the  Government 
intended  to  take  in  regard  to  that  Bill? 
He  was  simply  informed  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  afford  him  an  opportunity  to 
bring  in  the  Bill  before  the  House.  Will 
he  ask  the  present  Government  to  accord 
him  the  same  privilege? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  would  not  ask 
for  any  privilege  from  them.  So  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  it  will  be  a  stand-up  fight 
against  them. 
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Mr.  KENNEDY.— It  is  immaterial  to 
me  on  which  side  of  the  House  I  sit ;  I 
am  not  stripped  of  my  political  principles 
from  my  support  of  any  party. 

Mr.  Frazer. — ^That  reduces  the  Govern- 
ment majority  to  one. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— :It  does  not  so  far  as 
the  Government  programme  is  concerned- 
Mr.  Frazer. — ^The  programme  of  the 
Reid-McLean  Administration  has  not  yet 
been  published. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  is  bound  to  be  a 
"  crawling  one." 

Mr.  KENNE.DY. — A  programme  was 
formulated  by  the  party  now  in  office,  and 
we  were  told  by  the  late  Government  that 
it  in  no  way  differed  from  their  own. 

Mr.  Tudor. — That  being  so,  why  were 
the  late  Government  displaced  ? 

Mr.  KENNEDY — ^That  is  a  question 
whu:h  the  honorable,  member  will  have  to 
decide  tor  himself.  The  late  Government 
selected  theFr  own  battle-ground,  and  said 
that  if  a  certain  vote  were  given  they  would 
have  to  leave  the  Treasury  benches.  That 
vote  was  given,  and  their  lamentations  are 
now  being  poured  forth. 

Mr.  Watson. — Where?  All  we  say  is 
that  we  had  no  chance  to  fairlv  deal  with 
the  petition. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.  —  I  venture  to  say 
that  the  Opposition  will  have  ample  oppor- 
tunity to  reflect. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  am  afraid  it  will  not  be 
very  long  before  we  shall  have  to  get  to 
work  again. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.  —  Honorable  mem- 
bers may  yet  see  the  error  of  their  ways. 
I  am  really  delighted  that  the  enthusiastic 
supporters  of  the  Government  recently  dis- 
possessed have  found  their  voices  so  readily. 
For  the  last  three  months  I  have  been  in 
some  doubt  whether  they  ha'd  not  pledged 
themselves  to  complete  silence.  Now 
that  they  have  found  their  voices  again, 
it  is  pleasing  to  reflect  that  whenever  any 
question  comes  before  us,  we  shall  have 
their  opinions  freely  expressed.  I  think 
that  will  be  found  best  for  all  parties.  I 
desire  to  emphasize  the  point  that  these  hon- 
01  able  gentlemen,  and  more  particularly  the 
members  of  the  new  organization  which  has 
been  brought  into  existence  by  the  circum- 
stances by  which  we  have  been  confronted 
durinpr  the  last  few  days— the  members  of 
the  Liberal  Protectionist  Association,  which 
is  going  to  be  the  be-all  and  end-all  of  in- 
dustrial life  in  Australia — those  honorable 
members  appear  to  forget  that  so  far  as  pro- 
tection, as  represented  on  the  stabite-boolc,  is 


concerned,  the  electors  of  Australia,  a 
last  general  election,  decided  what  the  f 
of  this  Parliament  should  be.  Thc\ 
cided  that  the  Tariff  should  not  be  i 
fered    with,    except    in  connexion 
questions  incidental  to  preferemia!  t 
Now  what  are  honorable  members 
ing   about  ?      They    are  claiming 
that  the  re-opening  of  the  TariiT 
the  practical  business  for  whidi  pi 
tionists  were  sent  into  this  Parlia: 
How  utterly  absurd  that  is,  and  espe< 
coming  from  such  honorable  members  3 
honorable  member  for  Bourke,  and  the  i 
tary  of  the  Protectionist  Associaticm. 

Mr.  Spence. — Surely  it  is  the  busine 
protectionists  to  see  that  protection 
not  disappear? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Is  there  any  di 
to  protection,  so  far  as  it  is  represent* 
the  Tariff,  whilst  the  honorable  membe 
Gippsland  is  administering  the  Custwn! 
partment  ? 

Mr.  Spence. — Yes;  there  is. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  have  as  much 
fidence  in  that  honorable  gentleman's 
ministration  of  the  Tariff  as  I  ha« 
miration  and  respect  for  its  administri 
by  the  late  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cua 
the  honorable  member  for  Wide  Baji 
whom  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Cui 
Act  was  faithfully  adhered  ta 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Does  the  bonJ 
member  not  think  that  there  is  some  di 
when  the  protectionist  party  is  split  1 
two? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Before  hor.(^ 
members  who  complain  that  the  protect! 
party  is  split  into  two  accuse  memba 
another  partv.  thev  should  take  a  liiil 
trospective  view  of  the  situation,  and 
themselves  who  is  to  blame  for  the  i 
They  should  not  accuse  the  other  fetio 
all  the  sins  in  the  Decal(^;u&  | 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Surely  those  pt 
tionists  who  are  now  supporting  the 
traders  are  to  blame  for  the  split? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Might  I  ask  wB 
the  fiscal  creed  of  the  party  whan  the 
orable  member  is  now  supporting?  < 
represent  no  fiscal  creed.  1 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — The  majority  oj 
party  are  protectionists,  whilst  the  ma 
of  the  party  which  the  honorable  ml 
is  supporting  are  free-traders.  j 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— How  is  the  md 
of  the  party  to  be  ascertained?  Hfl 
honorable  member  for  Bouike  any  J 
that  the  majority  of  die  partv.  in  the  I 
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le  smallest  joint,  have  any 
heir  own  ? 

Cook. — Has  the  honorable 
x)f  that  the  free-traders  will 

EDY. — It  is  not  expected 
lelp  us. 

rhey  are  not  traitors. 

LvKC. — ^That  is  just  what 
ole  set  of  traitors — and  the 
gentleman  is  the  arch-traitor 

;DY. — I  have  this  comfort- 
lat  as  soon  as  there  is  any 
the  programme  laid  down, 
m  here  to  support,  the  hon- 
1  who  constitute  the  present 
that  they  cannot  hope 
%  of  mine.     My  political 

not  be  vrecked  for  the 
party.  With  that  confidence 
oes  not  lie  in  the  mouth  of 
nember,  and  especially  of 
lember  for  Gwydir,  whose 

taken  him  round  the  poli- 

0  reproach  me.  I  appre- 
thy  which  honorable  mem- 
ave  extended  to  honorable 
s  side,  but  I  may  be  per- 
hat,  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
:  in  the  least  degree  uncom- 

m.  —  The  honorable  mem- 

DY. — It  is  not  what  I  ought 
'.  actually  am.  When  I  am 
ider  for  my  fiscal  creed,  it 
;less  for  me  to  look  to  a 

proclaiming  themselves  the 
lustrial  woncers  of  Austra- 
any  fiscal  creed  whatever, 
il  LYNE  (Hume).— When 
ow  I  had  not  the  slightest 
ig  a  word.   I  really  cannot 

it  is  that  the  honorable 
IS  just  resumed  his  seat 
icen  with  such  heat 
. — No  heat  at  all. 
—The  honorable  member 
mself. 

1  LYNE.— There  was  cer- 
msiderable  glow,  if  there 

appears  to  me  that  there 
ling  underlying  the  very 
nts  the  honorable  member 
hat  t^e  honorable  member 
nue  to  be  friends,  because 
I  trust  that  no- 
say  will  hurt  the  hon- 


orable member's  feelings;   but   I  must 

say.  in  reply  to  the  remarks  he.  has 
made,  that  I  think  there  is  a  very  much 
greater  probability  of  protectionists  get- 
ting some  of  that  which  they  desire  from 
a  party,  the  majority  of  whom  are  protec- 
tionists, when  they  are  supported  by  a  not 
insignificant  minority  of  protectionists  who 
do  not  accept  the  whole  programme  of  the 
Labour  Party  as  given  by  them,  than  from 
a  Free-trade  Party.  When. the  honorable 
member  for  Moira  boasts  of  thirteen  or  four- 
teen straying  protectionists  going  over  to 
the  other  side,  to  carry  with  them  about 
twenty-six  or  twenty-seven  free-traders,  he 
must  believe  that  those  thirteen  or  fourteen 
misguided  honorable  members  have  very 
great  power  over  the  twenty-six  or  twenty- 
seven  free-traders.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber made  an  attack  on  the  honcn*- 
able  member  for  Bourke  which  I  do  not 
think  justified.  That  honorable  mem- 
ber stood  by  his  colours.  He  is  a  protec- 
tionist, and  we  on  this  side  who  are  pro- 
tectionists have  stood  by  our  colours,  whilst 
others  have  done  their  very  best  to 
destroy  the  Protectionist  Party  in  this 
Parliament.  If  they  do  not  mind  what 
they  are  about  they  will  absolutely  destroy 
the  party  and  themselves  too.  The  pub- 
lic like  consistency ;  they  do  not  like 
any  "  Yes-no  "  business,  nor  do  they  like 
honorable  members  who  are  followers 
of  "  Yes-no"  politicians.  One  is  just 
as  objectionable  as  is  the  other. 
The  honorable  member  for  Moira  .asked 
what  chance  I  had,  as  honorable  member 
for  Hume,  of  getting  an  opportunity  from 
the  late  Government  to  deal  with  the  Manu- 
factures Encouragement  Bill.  I  say  that  I 
had  every  chance  and  a  promise  honestly 
made,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  action 
of  misguided  protectionists  who  are  now  fol- 
lowing a  free-trado  leader,  the  honorable 
member  would  have  found  that  this 
week  ihe  Manufactures  Encouj.igc-ment 
Bill  would  have  been  dealt  with,  and 
become  the  law  of  the  land. 

Mr.  Johnson. — ^What  an  escape  the 
country  has  had. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— By  their  vote 
the  nther  night,  the  protectionists  tn  whom 
I  refer  intercepted  the  opportunity  I  should 
have  had  of  dealing  with  that  parti- 
cular measure.  The  onus  of  preventing 
the  consideration  of  that  and  similar  mea- 
sures, which  would  have  been  of  great 
value  to  the  country,  must  rest  upon  them. 
The  honorable  member  was,  therefore, 
incorrect    and    unfair    when    he  said 
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Uiat  I  should  not  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  dealing  with  the  Manufactures  Enoour- 
agenient  Bill.  I  was  faithfully  pnxnised 
that  opportunity,  and  I  was  pronused  that 
once  I  got  the  opportunity  of  dealing  with 
it,  the  business  would  have  been  uninter- 
rupted until  the  Bill  was  finally  dealt  with 
by  the  House. 

Mr.  Kennedy, — ^The  honorable  member 
might  have  had  an  opportunity  as  a  pri- 
vate member,  but  not  as  the  member  of  a 
Govenunent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.—As  a  private 
mnxiber  I  should  have  had  all  the  rights 
given  by  the  message.  The  late  Prime 
Minister  was  aware  of  that,  and  the 
Speaker  also  decided  that  I  had  as  much 
right  to  deal  with  the  matter  as  if  it  had 
been  dealt  with  by  a  member  of  the 
Government.  Let  me  again  emphasiie  the 
fact  that  the  protectionists  who  voted 
against  the  last  Government  have  for  the 
time  being  destroyed  the  measure  to  which 
reference  is  made. 

Mr.  Johnson. — So  much  the  better  for 
the  country. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  That  is  the 
kind  of  company  that  these  protectionists 
are  now  keeping !  I  should  not  have 
said  a  word,  except  for  what  fell  from 
the  honorable  member  for  ^foira,  but 
I  feel  that  an  opportunity  lo  deal  with 
this  measure  which  had  been  offered  to  me 
has  been  intercepted  to  the  serious  injury 
of  the  iron  industry  in  Australia.  A  time 
will  come,  I  hope,  when  those  persons  who 
believe  in  dealing  with  a  matter  of  this 
kind  will  be  able  to  record  their  votes  with 
regard  to  the  action  of  protectionists  who 
have  acted  as  they  have  done.  I  presume 
that  the  Prime  Minister  intends  to  ask  for 
an  adjournment  for  three  weeks.  That,  of 
course,  will  be  granted,  but  when  the  House 
again  meets,  the  question  whether  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  has  a  majority  on 
certain  points  will  have  to  be  tested. 
Whatever  my  feelings  may  be,  I  have 
never  wavered  from  my  principles  as  a 
protectionist,  and  never  shall  waver;  and  I 
regret  to  see  joining  a  free-trade  Prime 
Minister  certain  honwable  members  whom  I 
never  expected  to  see  in  that  position,  and 
some  of  whom  personally  inf(»ined  me  that 
they  never  would  join  such  a  combination. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  passed 
through  its  remaining  stages. 


SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 
Motion  (by  Mr.  Reid)  proposed— 
That  the  Hoose  at  its  riling  adjourn  untii 
nesday,  7th  Septembet  nexL 

Mr.  WATSON  (Bland).— I  have  nc 
jection  to  the  adjournment  of  the  B 
until  the  7th  September.  I  think 
it  is  CHily  reasonable  that  we  ^muld  : 
the  Mioistr;^  to  time  in  which  to  1 
down  a  policy  or  a  programme.  We 
not  take  en^ption  to  the  time  pt{f 
But  I  must  say  that  the  probabilitie 
that  that  time  will  hardly  be  suffide 
enable  the  right  hoiuxaUe  guttlema 
harmonize  the  discordant  elements  ondi 
command.  Seriously,  however,  I  bz\ 
objection  to  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  McDonald  (Kennedy).-!  si 
like  to  point  out  that  an  adjoummem  1 
the  7th  September  gives  the  Queen 
representatives  insufficient  time  to 
their  homes.    If  the  adjournment  w< 
tended  for  another  we^  

Mr.  Reid. — I  am  quite  agreeabt< 
wish  to  meet  the  oxivenience  of 
members. 

Mr.McDONALD.— Speakmg 
my  position  is  that  I  was  not  able  lo 
for  Queensland  on  Wednesday,  and  I 
now  no  opportunity  to  leave  till  next ' 
nesday.  I  must  waste  a  week  eichi 
Melbourne,  or  on  the  way  to  my  eleai 
The  position  is  awkward.  I  do  not 
to  offer  any  antagonism  to  the  motion 
if  the  House  has  no  objecti<xi  I  shouli 
the  Prime  Minister  to  extend  the  tin 
another  week. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan)- 
Westem  Australian  member,  who  coul 
get  home  and  return  even  in  the  tiiu 
gested  by  the  honorable  member  for 
"nedy,  I  think  that  we  ought  not  ti 
the  Government  to  adjourn  for  a  I 
period  than  has  been  asked  for.  Th( 
sion  is  far  advanced.  We  shall  soon  b 
proaching  Christmas.  In  the  interes 
public  business  we  ought  not  to  hJ 
longer  adjournment  than  is  necessan. 
shortest  possible  adjournment  has,  I 
sure,  been  asked  for.  I  should  str 
objed;  to  forcing  upon  the  Go«rnni 
longer  adjourmnent  than  they  omsid 
cessary.  In  f  1^,  the  session  has  been  1 
made  up  of  adjoummoits,  and  v« 
done  very  little  useful  work.  I  bopi 
the  Prime  Minister  will  not  caisoit  1 
suggested  extensicxi  of  the  time  pro|K^ 
the  motion. 

QuesticHi  resolved  in  the  afiErmatii 
HouK  adjourned  at  4.J7  P-(b.  , 
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Senate. 

V,  24.  August,  ip04. 


ST  took  the  chair  at  2.30 
irayers. 

EXPENSES  OF  RIFLE 
TEAMS. 

HESON.— I  desire  to  ask 
neral  If  the  Goveromwit 
'  decision  on  the  application 
al  Rifle  Associations  of  the 
for  assistance  towards  the 
■es  of  representative  teams 
g  to  Perth,  Western  Aus 
)art  in  the  Commonwealth 

JOSIAH  SYMON.— It  is 
it  in  the  direction  intended. 
I  be  definitely  determined, 
;d  to  the  Senate  later  on. 

LVANTS'  ASSURANCE 
POLICIES. 

.NIFORTH  SMITH.— I 
the  Attorney -General  how 
irealth  civil  servants  have 
assurance  policies  with  the 
Departments,  as  provided 
6  under  the  Public  Service 

JOSIAH  SYMON.— The 
Commissioner  reports  that 

2NERAL  HUTTON. 
^SON. — I  wish  to  know 
ey-General  if  he  has  noticed 
le  Melbourne  Age  of  Mon- 
effect  that  the  Government 
ring  Major-General  Sir  Ed- 
re-engagement  as  General 
!ing  for  another  three  years  ? 
mdation  in  fact  for  such  a 

OSIAH  SYMON.— I  have 
onorable  friend  for  his 
rating  to  me  that  he  pro- 
i  question.  I  have  no  know- 
in  the  subject,  and  so  far  as 
nly  authority  for  the  nmiour 
ly  honorable  friend  to  judge 
-is  the  newspaper  statement 

TS. 

:ol.  NEILD.— I  desire  to 
/son  if  it  is  a  fact,  as  stated 
ress,  that  when  he  quitted 


oflSce  he  left  in  the  Department  a  memoran- 
dum seriously  reflecting  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  Major-General  Commanding  the  Forces 
of  the  Ccnnmonwealth  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  do  not  think  that 
that  is  a  question  which  can  be  asked.  The 
Standing  Orders  provide  that  questions  may 
be  asked  of  Ministers  concerning  public 
matters  generally,  and  of  a  private  member 
concerning  any  matter  of  which  he  has 
charge,  such  as  a  Bill,  or  other  business 
before  the  House. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— Then,  I  beg 
to  give  notice  that  I  shall,  on  the  next  day 
of  sitting,  move  for  the  production  of  the 
paper  referred  to. 

PRIVILEGE  :  CASE  OF  SENATOR 
LT.-COL.  NEILD. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD^— I  desire  to 
ask  Senator  Best,  as  Chairman  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  Privilege  appointed  to  deal 
with  the  charges  of  Senator  Neild  against 
Major -General  Hutton,  if  he  is  aware  that 
one  of  the  principal  witnesses  for  the  de- 
fence has  asserted  in  the  public  press  that 
"  The  Colonel  will  go  down.  We  have  got 
Best  all  right"?  Secondly,  is  he  aware 
that  the  same  person  has  also  indicated  that 
the  firm  of  which  the  honorable  and  learned 
senator  is  a  member  was  advising  Major- 
General  Hutton  in  regard  to  the  matters 
coming  before  the  Select  Committee? 

Senator  BEST.— I  must  be  permitted  to 
make  some  reply  to  these  startling  state- 
ments, which  have  now  come  to  my  ears  for 
the  first  time.  Neither  directly  nor  in- 
directly have  I  or  my  firm  at  any  time  ad- 
vised Major-General  Hutton;  and  I  have 
never  heard  even  a  rumour  to  the  effect  that 
the  facts  were  otherwise.  The  other  state- 
ment contains  about  the  same  amount  of 
truth  as  that  to  which  I  have  just  replied. 
It  is  utterly  without  foundation. 

Senator  HiGGS. — If  any  witness  said 
what  has  been  alleged  to  have  been  uttered, 
he  committed  a  breach  of  privilege. 

Senator  BEST. — I  think  it  is  most  offen- 
sive for  Senator  Neild  to  bring  a  matter  of 
this  kind  before  the  House. 

The  PRESIDENT.— The  honorable  and 
learned  senator  ought  not  to  say  that  in 
answering  a  question. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, in  view  of  

The  PRESIDENT.— The  honorable 
senator  ought  not  to  make  a  speech. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— I  do  not  wish 
to  make  a  speech ;  but  I  should  certainly 
like  to  offer  a  personal  explanation. 
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Senator  Best. — We  are  certainly  entitled 
to  one.  It  is  a  disgraceful  thing  to  do 
what  the  honorable  senator  has  done. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  do  not  think 
that  the  honorable  senator  can  make  a  per- 
sonal explan.ition.  Does  he  wish  to  make 
a  personal  explanation  in  regard  to  some 
matter  arising  out  of  the  answer  which  he 
has  received? 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.  —  Yes :  I 
think  that  Senator  Best  misunder- 
stood my  question.  Othenvise  he 
would  not  have  made  the  reply  which 
he  did.  As  the  matter  was  a  public 
one.  and  it  was  known  that  these  statements 
had  been  made  publicly,  I  thought  it  de- 
sirable that  the  opportunity  for  refutation 
should  be  equally  public. 

Senator  Best. — I  prefer  to  treat  stich 
statements  with  fxmtempt. 

NEW  ADMINISTRATION. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON  (South 
Australia— Attorney-General). — I  have  io 
announce  to  the  Senate  that,  consequent 
upon  the  resignation  of  the  Ministrv  of 
which  the  Honorable  John  Christian  Wat- 
son was  Prime  Minister,  His  Excellency 
the  GovemOT-General  commissioned  the 
Right  Honorable  George  Houston  Reid  to 
form  a  new  Administration.  Tiiat  task  he 
undertook  and  accomplished,  with  the  re- 
sult that  His  Excellency  has  been  pleased 
to  make  the  following  appointments : — 
The  Right   Hon.    George  Houstoun 

Reid,   P.C.,  K.C.,   Minister  of 

State  for  External  Affairs; 
The  Hon.  Allan  McLean,  Minister  of 

State  for  Trade  and  Customs ; 
The  Hon.  Sir  Josiah  Henry  Symwi, 

K.C.M.G.,  K.C.,  Altomey-Gene- 

ral ; 

The  Right  Hoa  Sir  George  Turner, 

P.C.,  K.C.M.G.,  Treasurer; 
The  Hon.  Dugald  Thomson,  Minister 

of  State  for  Home  Affairs  j 
The  Hon.  James  Whiteside  McCay, 

Minister  of  State  for  Defence; 
The  Hon.  Sydney  Smith,  Postmaster^ 

General ; 

The  Hon.  James  George  Drake,  Vire- 
Prpsident  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil. 

It  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  be  the  leader 
for  the  Government  in  the  Senate, 
a  position  the  honour  of  which  I 
value  very  highly,  and  I  hope  that  in  dis- 
charging its  duties  I  shall  secure  the 
good-will   of   honorable   senators,  even 


though  we  may  differ  upon  question] 
policy.  The  House  of  Represenij 
has  adjourned  until  the  7th  Septerabi 
enable  the  Government  to  consider  and 
pare  their  programme^  and  to  arranj; 
course  of  public  business,  and  if  it  will 
the  convenience  of  honorable  i-enators 
cause,  in  this  matter,  I  am  entirely  ir: 
handi — T  shall  conclude  with  a  m:\cs 
the  adjournment  of  the  Senate,  at  it 
ing,  until  that  date.  My  own  feeii 
that  it  would  be  consistent  with  the  d 
of  the  Senate  and  its  importance  tindu 
Constitution,  that  the  policy  of  the  ricn 
ministration  should  be  made  kno^rn  i| 
House,  at  least  concurrently  with  it 
nouncement  in  the  House  of  Represent: 
But  if  honorable  senators  de«te  a 
lengthy  adjournment,  I  shall  be  pn 
to  meet  the  general  convenience.  I  n 

That  the  Senate,  at  its  rising,  adjoun 
Wednesday,  7tb  September. 

Senator  McGREGOR  (South  Aust 
— T  rise  to  congratulate  the  Attorney- 
ral  upon  his  assumption  of  Che  leadersi 
this  important  branch  of  the  Farliam 
the  Commonwealth,  and  I  am  sun 
when  the  measures  introduced  \k  th 
vemment  are  in  the  interests  of  the  g 
community,  he  will  have  no  reason  v. 
plain  of  want  of  support  fnxndieseci 
the  House  to  which  I  have  the  boo 
belong.  We  have  always  endearoui 
so  conduct  ourselves  as  to  show  the  | 
of  Australia  that  our  intentions  are  1 
very  best.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
jority  of  honorable  senators  desire  j 
turn  to  their  homes  this  afternoon,  1 1 
think  that  the  present  is  an  occasion 
which  long  speeches  should  be  delj 
I  therefore  content  myself  with  again 
ing  my  congratulations  to  the  new  Mij 

Questioi  resolved  in  the  afiQimati 

ARMY  SERVICE  CORPS:  SO 
AUSTRALIA. 

Senator  STORY  asked  the  At! 
General,  upan  notice — 

I.  Is  tbere  an  Army  Service  Corpi  in 
Australia.  j 

3.  Is  it  a  fact  that  memben  of  the 
Tice  (Ordnance  Department)  were  eillH 
at  the  late  fatter  encampment  to 
duties  of  the  Amy  Service  Corps,  -wi 
received  ,no  lemuneration  foi  orertim 
formed,  but  are  ordered  to  take  tioie  o3 
ten  days  each)? 

3.  Is  the  Minister  aware  that  this  coai 
considerably  hamper  the  bnsiness  of  ti 
nance  Department?  ^  . 
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JOSIAH  SYMON.— The 
vhich  I  have  been  supplied 

Service  Corps  has  yet  been  es- 
Lh  Australia. 

question  was  dealt  with  by  the 
r  of  Defence,  and  as  payment 
iwance  to  the  officers  concerned 
1  made,  in  accordance  with  the 
he  Minister  is  not  prepared  to 


S"  AND  PURCHASE  OF 
GUNS. 

.THESON  asked  the  At- 

ufon  notice — 
e   cost   of   converting  a 
in  into  a  t^-pounder  B.L.  gun, 
packing,  shipping,  and  all  ship- 
charges,  to  the  works  in  Eng- 

l  be  the  cost  of  a  new  15- 
in,  of  modem  construction,  in 

.  be  the  cost  of  an  i8-pounder 
m  recently  adopted  by  the  Bri- 

ernmcnt  of  the  Commonwealth 
urchasc  twenty  i5-pouuder  B.L. 
the  fact  that  guns  of  this  type 
splaced  in  the  British  Army  by 
ler  guns? 

rOSIAH  SYMON.— I  have 
that  the  questions  have  al- 
swered.  Even  so,  there  is 
iswering  them  again.  The 
follow :  — 

F  conversion  of  a  la^-pounder 
;e,  and  limber  into  a  i^-pounder 
>o;  cost  of  packing,  insurance, 
,  £33',  totaf,  £s^3. 
'  a  new  ij-pounder  B.L.  gun, 
ber,  including  estimated  charges 
ranee,  and  packing,  &c.,  would 

information  available  here, 
ision  has  not  yet  been  arrived 

rHESON.— I  wish  to  ask  a 
;  out  of  that  reply.  Could 
eneral  inform  me  as  to  the 
i  to  be  paid  to  the  States 
the  obsolete  guns? 
r  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I 
d  if  the  honorable  senator 
lat  A  separate  question,  and 
t. 

HON  OF  OBSOLETE 
GUNS. 

rHESON  in  asking  the  At- 

ufon  notice — 

as  stated  in  the  Age  of  the  6th 
I  Government  of  Uie  Common- 
red  to  return  to  the  Government 


of  Western  Australia  for  presentation  to  muni- 
cipalities a  number  of  obsolete  muzzle- loading 
field  guns  at  present  in  that  State ;  and  that  the 
Government  of  Western  Australia  have  declined 
the  offer  on  the  grounds  that  the  cost  of  sending 
the  guns  in  question  to  the  municipalities  would 
be  too  heavy? 

3.  If  so,  have  the  Government  any  objection 
to  making  the  offer  direct  to  the  principal  muni- 
cipalities on  the  gold-fields  and  at  the  coast  in 
Western  Australia? 

3.  Eias  the  Minister  any  objection  to  laying 
on  the  table  for  perusal  any  correspondence  on 
this  subject  that  has  taken  place  between  the 
two  Governments  ? 

4.  On  what  date  do  the  Government  intend  to 
remove  the  obsolete  field  guns  now  being  offered 
to  and  distribuUd  among  the  municipalities  of 
the  various  States,  'from  the  effective  list  of 
eighty-two  field  guns  belonging  to  the  Common- 
wealth as  set  out  in  Appendix  "  K "  of  the 
General  Officer  Commandmg's  report  for  1903-4? 

I  should  like  to  explain  that  two  of  the 
questions  were  answered  on  a  previous  oc- 
casion, but,  owing  to  some  irregularity, 
the  answers  could  not  be  included  in  the 
records. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— The 
replies  to  the  honorable  senator's  questions 
are  as  follow  : — 

1.  In  reply  to  a  communication  from  this 
Government,  stating  that  there  were  some  obso- 
lete guns  available  for  distribution  to  public 
parks,  &c.,  in  Western  Australia,  the  Premier 
of  that  State  wrote  as  follows  : — "  The  military 
authorities  inform  me  that  there  are  at  present 
only  two  guns  which  could  be  granted  to  parks, 
&c.,  namely,  those  stored  at  Karrakatta ;  but 
these  would  entail  a  heavy  cost  in  removal  and 
mounting.  As  the  guns  referred  to  have  little 
interest,  I  question  if  any  public  body  would 
care  to  pay  the  cost  of  removal,  &c.  lliere  are 
eight  smaller  guns  which  will  be  available  when 
replaced  by  ones  of  more  modem  pattem.  These 
guns  would,  no  doubt,  be  suitable  for  the  pur- 
poses indicated  in  your  letter.  In  view  of  the 
above  facts,  I  think  it  wiser  to  deal  with  the 
question  as  it  arises,  and  do  not  care  to  commit 
the  Government  as  to  its  future  action. 

2.  The  Government  sees  no  reason  for  doing 
so. 

3.  No  objection, 

4.  None  of  the  eighty-two  field  guns  men- 
tioned in  Appendix  K  of  the  General  Officer  Com- 
manding's  report  for  1903-4  are  at  present  being 
distributed  to  municipalities,  as  the  intention  of 
the  General  Officer  Commanding  is  to  utilize 
the  same  until  they  are  replaced  by  modem 
guns. 

SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  3). 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

Motion  (by  Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon) 
proposed — 

That  this  Bill  be  now  read  a  first  time. 

Senator  PEARCE  (Western  Australia). 
— Probably    honorable   senators   are  nc^ 
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aware  that  if  they  wish  to  debate  this  Bill 
they  must  do  so  on  the  motion  iat  the  first 
reading. 

The  PRESIDENT.— The  statenent  of 
the  honorable  senator  is  scarcely  osmxA. 
The  Standing  Orders  provide  that  in  the 
case  of  Bills  in  regard  to  which  the  Senate 
may  make  requests,  but  which  they  cannot 
amend,  a  discussion  may  take  place  upon 
the  motion  for  the  first  reading,  with  regard 
to  matters  which  may  not  be  relevant  to  the 
subject-matter  of  the  measure,  lhat  does 
not,  however,  affect  the  right  of  honorable 
senators  to  discuss  matters  relevant  to  the 
Bill  upon  the  motion  for  the  seocmd  read- 
ing. 

Senator  PEAI6CE.— I  know  that  some 
honorable  senators  wish  to  discuss  matters 
which  are  not  relevant  to  the  subject-matter 
of  the  Bill,  and  I  merely  wish  to  point  out 
that  if  they  wait  for  the  motion  for  the 
second  reading  their  remarks  must  be  con- 
fined to  the  subject-matter  of  the  Bill. 
Whilst  offering  my  oongratulations  to  the 
members  of  the  Ministry,  I  am  sorry  that 
I  cannot  oxnpliment  them  up(sj  the  me- 
thods which  they  have  adopted  in  order  to 
secure  their  places  upon  the  Treasury 
benches.  As  has  be^  said  in  another 
place,  they  have  initiated  a  new  system  in 
our  methods  of  party  government. 
They  find  themselves  in  this  House 
with,  I  believe,  a  majority  opposed  fio  them, 
and  the^  must  take  the  responsibility  of 
having,  m  another  place,  where  they  happen 
to  have  a  majority,  adopted  methods  which 
cannot  be  called  fair,  and  which,  if  fol- 
lowed here,  might  place  in  an  uncomfortable 
position  any  Government,  even  though  it 
happened  to  possess  the  requisite  majority  to 
enable  it  to  weather  an  ordinary  no  confi- 
dence motion.  I  think  that  most  honor- 
able senators  have  been  struck  with  the  pecu- 
liar cranbinatiOT  now  on  the  Government 
benches.  Senators  whose  one  object  in  poli- 
tical life  seems  to  be  the  promulgation  of 
the  fiscal  belief  of  free-trade  are  now  asso- 
ciated with  men  whose  one  aim  seems  to  be 
the  advocacy  of  the  fiscal  belief  of  protec- 
tion. 

Senator  Dobson. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor knows  that  that  issue  is  dead  for  the 
next  two  years. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Certainly,  if  any- 
thing can  kill,  or  discredit  it,  it  is  the 
action  of  honorable  gentlemen  in  regard  to 
it.  After  having  told  us  that  it  was  a  most 
important  question — more  important  than 
was  any  other  


An  HoMOftABLE  SxNATOR. — But  tbn 

older  now. 

Senator  PEARCE.— They  have 
covered  that  it  is  a  very  sectwdan  ques 
Hence  we  find  the  present  wonderfiil  < 
bination.  We  have  only  to  look  at  the 
members  of  the  Government  in  thi$  H( 
to  recollect  the  fulminatuns  of  ttie 
tomey-General  wboi  he  occupied  the ; 
tion  of  leader  of  the  Oppcsition  ag: 
the  present  Vice-President  <rf  the  Ei 
tive  Council.  We  all  remember  the 
which  he  pulverized  that  gentleman  n 
the  Tariff  was  under  COTisideration. 
collecting  these  facts  we  cannot  a 
thinking  that  politics  occasiwially  prci 
us  with  strange  bed-fel-lows.  At  the 
sent  time,  there  is  before  another  bd 
of  the  Legislature,  a  Bill  with  whici 
presume,  we  shall  shortly  be  asked  to  J 
and  <me  in  which  the  country  is  inten 
interested.  I^kin^  at  honorable  senj 
opposite,  and  knowmg  by  a  penisal  of 
press  of  this  State  the  opinions  which  \ 
of  them  entertain  towards  that  legisial 
one  cannot  help  feeling  apprehensive  ol 
fate  of  that  measure,  if  it  is  depeni 
upon  the  good-will  of  the  present  comll 
tion.  For  instance,  the  declared  folioi 
of  the  present  Government  include  S 
tor  Dobson  and  Senator  Eraser,  tw-; 
the  most  irreconcilable  members  of 
Chamber,  who  are  always  preparei 
stoutly  oppose  anything  in  the  natur 
reform,  or  progression. 

Senator  Sir  Wiluau  Zeax.— The 
orable  senator  has  no  right  to  say  that 

Senator  PEARCE. — I  do  not  think 
I  am  falsely  accusing  them. 

Senator  Clemons.— Why  does  van 
honorable  senator  speak  when  Set 
Eraser  is  present? 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  am  perfectl> 
pared  to  do  sa  But  I  would  point 
that  it  is  Senator  Eraser's  duty  to  be 
sent.  From  the  safe  obscuritv'of  a  di 
given  by  the  Employers'  Federatioc 
hurled  epithets  at  hcuiorable  senators  \ 
this  side  of  the  Chamber  whoi  they 
not  present.  I  take  this  opportun!t 
reply  to  some  of  those  epithets,  and  to  3 
of  the  criticism  directed  at  this  part). 

Senator  Sir  Wiluak  Zeal.— It 
waste  of  time. 

Senator  PEARCE.— It  may  be  sa 
any  rate,  I  intend  to  avxul  myself  of 
opporttmity  to  reply  to  some  of  those  s 
tures.  So  far,  the  Government  bare 
annoimoed  their  policy,  and  oIns^IlK 
we  can  only  gather-vhat  it  1  will  be  \ 
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f  their  followers.  The  Go- 
irse,  are  dependent  for  their 
ence  upon  their  supporters, 
pporters,  and  particularly 
'raser  and  Dobson,  I  gather 
:  Administration  is  bitterly 
licy  of  a  White  Australia. 
SON. — The  honorable  sena- 
:  is  wrong. 

RCE.— Then  Senator  Dob- 
1  with  the  press. 
50N. — No;  I  quarrel  with 
lenator.  Everybody  is  in 
te  Australia  with  a  few  rea- 
ns ;  but  everybody  does  not 
extremes  as  the  honorable 

lRCE. — Senator  F  raser  is 
:  said  that — 

referred  to  had  been  very 
id  some  of  it  should  be  re- 
pelled the  »ugar-grower«  of 
1  to  employ  white  men  when 
;  there.  The  climate  of  Caimi 
at  of  Mauritius, 
be  a  libel  upon  one  of  the 
Commonwealth,  because  our 
General,  when  in  ill-health, 
•  visit  Cairns,  with  the  ob- 
ting.  In  this  Chamber,  too, 
rable  senator  with  whom  we 

to  part,  but  who  recently 
1  Queensland  in  quest  of 
low  returned  thoroughly  re- 
untry  which  is  declared  to  be 
:o  the  health  of  white  people, 
ed  hostilitv  to  the  White 
,  Senator  Eraser  said — 

the  recent  change  in  politics. 
Reid  and  Allan  McLean  were 

was  received  with  applause, 
said — 

the  Watson  Government  had 
clause  in  the  Arbitration  Bill 
common  sense  or  justice  could 

ON. — The  honorable  senator 
e  Ministry,  because  we  have 
,t  they  propose  to  do  in  con- 
t  Bill. 

LRCE.— If  they  intend  to 
present  form,  in  the  opinion 
e  senator  they  are  "  desti- 
sense  and  justice."  Sena- 
also  found  fault  with  the 
his  Chamber.  He  proposes 
ution  in  the  Senate.  The 
)r  who  objects  so  strongly  to 
y  because  there  are  agitators 
proposes  to  revolutionize  this 
to  place  it  upon  a  different 


footing.  He  claims  that  the  Senate  does 
not  represent  the  second  thought  of  the  com- 
munity, and  is  not  a  check  upon  legisla- 
tion. I  would  ask,  "  Is  not  the  honorable 
senator  himself  a  most  appropriate  represen- 
tative of  second  thought  ?"  Is  it  not  a  fact 
that  upon  almost  every  vital  issue  which  has 
come  before  the  Senate  he  has  had  a  second 
thought,  a  second  opinion,  and  given  a 
second  vote?  Time  after  time,  when  the 
Tariff  was  under  discussion,  did  he  not 
reveal  himself  as  a  "  free-tectionist "? 
When  one  vote  would  have  meant  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  duty,  he  suddenly  remembered 
that  he  was  a  free-trader,  and  his  second 
vote  was  cast  in  favour  of  free-trade.  Simi- 
larly, after  posing  as  a  free-trader  amongst 
free-traders,  he  has,  upon  critical  divisitms, 
saved  the  protectionist  cause  by  giving  a 
protectionist  vote.  We  all  recollect  the  his- 
toric occasion  upon  which  he  recorded  four 
votes  upon  one  question,  and  distributed 
them  absolutely  impartially  by  casting  two 
in  favour  of  allowing  electors  the  privilege 
of  recording  their  votes  at  any  poll- 
ing-place within  their  electoral  division, 
and  two  in  favour  of  permitting 
them  to  vote  only  at  the  poll- 
ing-place for  which  they  were  enrolled. 
The  honorable  and  learned  senator  desires 
not  only  to  exercise  this  impartiality,  but 
to  see  a  Senate  that  will  also  exhibit  it. 
He  said  last  night  that  he  desired  to  see 
a  Senate  that  would  exercise  a  second 
thought,  and  would  put  a  check  on  legisla- 
tion. I  presume  that  the  votes  which  he 
cast  in  the  erratic  manner  to  which  I  have 
referred  were  designed  on  second  thoughts 
to  check  his  own  legislation.  I  warn  the 
Government  that  if  they  are  to  depend  for 
their  support  on  the  honorable  and  learned 
senator,  it  will  be  necessary  for  them  to 
see  that  he  leaves  the  Chamber  when  once 
he  has  recorded  a  vote  on  any  question,  for 
otherwise  it  is  absolutely  certain  that  he 
will  avail  himself  with  the  utmost  alacrity 
of  any  opportunity  that  may  be  given  him 
to  reverse  it.  It  is  somewhat  singular  that 
the  Government  have  come  into  power  on 
the  plea  that  they  are  not  opposed  to  ttic 
principle  of  compulsory  arbitration,  but 
favour  it — that  they  are  not  opposed  to  pre- 
ference to  unionists,  but  are  favorable  to 
it.  In  the  words  of  Mr,  Deakin,  however, 
they  will  give  that  preference  only  when  it 
is  asked  for  by  a  majority  of  those  work- 
ing at  the  trade  affected.  It  is  claimed 
that  the  McCay  amendment,  agreed  to  in 
another  place,  was  carried  on  that  principle, 
and  yet  the  two  honorable  senators  to  whom 
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I  have  referred  have  rejoiced  at  the  un- 
doing of  the  Labour  Govenmient,  f<»:  the 
reason,  as  they  put  it,  that  it  means  the 
downfall  of  the  Conciliation  and  Arbitra- 
tion Bill.  They  rejoiced  at  the  carrying 
of  the  McCay  amendment,  not  for  the  rea- 
scMis  given  by  Mr.  Deakin,  but  because  in 
their  opinion  it  would  render  the  Concilia- 
tion and  Arbitration  Bill  nugatory.  When 
we  find  that  the  Government  have  come  into 
office  depending  upon  the  votes  of  men  who 
hold  that  opinion,  and  that  they  may  retain 
c^Rce  only  by  the  support  of  such  men,  we 
cannot  feel  vtry  sanguine  as  to  the  class  of 
legislaticm  that  will  be  introduced  by  them. 
I  should  like  to  ask  whether  any 
perscHi — whether  he  be  a  member  of  the 
Labour  Party,  or  of  any  other  party — can 
hope  for  democratic  legislation  from  a  Go- 
vernment which  has  to  depend  for  its  po- 
litical life  upon  such  supporters.  I  cannot 
understand  how  any  honorable  senator  who 
has  any  belief  in  democracy,  who  has  any 
wish  to  see  democratic  legislation  passed 
by  the  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth, 
can  support  a  Government  which  is  de- 
pendent for  its  political  existence  cm  the 
TOtes  of  men  who  are  opposed  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  compulsory  arbitration,  and  are 
prepared  to  make  the  Conciliation  and  Ar- 
bitration Bill  utterly  useless  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  originally  intended. 
I  wish  the  Government  to  understand  that 
anything  I  can  do  to  make  their  path  more 
difficult,  and  their  political  life  as  short 
as  possible,  will  be  carried  out  with  the  ut- 
most good  nature. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — ^That  is  a 
very  straightforward  intimation. 

Senator  FEARCE.— I  recognise  that 
they  are  opposed  to  everjthing  that  I  be- 
lieve to  be  in  the  nature  of  progress. 

Senator  Dobson. — Everything? 

Senator  PEARCE.— They  are  opposed 
to  everything  which,  in  my  view,  is  in  the 
interests  of  the  Commonwealth.  That 
opinion  may  be  due  to  short-sightedness 
on  my  part ;  but  holding  it  as  I  do,  it  may 
readily  be  understood  that  anything  which 
lies  within  my  power  to  make  the  stay  of 
the  Government  on  the  Treasury  benches 
as  shoct  as  possible,  will  be  done  with  the 
utmost  enthusiasm. 

Senator  GIVENS  (Queensland).  —  Be- 
fore the  motion  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  first 
time  is  agreed  to,  I  also  have  a  few  obser- 
vations to  make.  I  should  like  to  preface 
my  remarks  by  joining  with  other  senators 
in  congratulating  the  members  of  the  new 
Ministry  holding  seats  in  this  Chamber  on 


their  accession  to  office.  No  matter  bow  i 
we  may  differ  politicallyi  I  think  we  ca 
congrattdate  them  on  the  high  "pos 
Thiol  they  have  attained.      We  ma} 

agree  with  the  methods  by  which  tht 
vernment  obtained  office ;  we  may  not  ; 
with  their  policy,  or  even  with  the  me) 
of  administration   which  may  be  put 
by  them,  yet  I  hope  that  our  personal 
ings  will  not  debar  us  from  offering 
our  very  hearty  congratulaticHxs.  Ii 
Hcitating  the  leader  of  the  Senate.  I 
like  also  to  express  the  hope  that  he 
find  it  convenient,  now  that  he  hai 
tained  to  so  high  and  distinguished  a 
tion,  to  be  more  regular  in  his  attenc 
than  he  has  hitherto  been. 

Senator  Higgs. — He  attended  vei) 
gularly  when  the  Tariff  Bill  was  befor 
Senate. 

Senator  Sir  Josuh  Symon. — I  shx 

so. 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  Go\eriinient 
administering  the  affairs  of  the  Com 
wealth  seems  to  be  about  the  most  pec 
— I  would  almost  go  so  far  as  to  say  i 
the  most  shameless — combinatia|i  of  pol 
parties  that  we  have  yet  seen  in  Aust; 
In  the  first  place  we  have  at  the  h&i 
the  Government  a  right  honorable  g€ 
man  who  has  frequently  denounced  son 
his  present  colleagues  and  their  pol:<: 
the  most  unmeasured  terms.  It  has  nlj 
been  the  doctrine  of  the  free-traders 
which  the  Prime  Minister  is  the  head, 
protection  means  robbery.  They  havi 
variably  said  that  those  who  support 
giving  of  protection  to  any  Australian 
dustry  are  simply  robbing  the  rest  oi 
taxpayers,  and  they  have  denounceil 
the  most  violent  language,  all  protect*!) 
being  robbery.  And  yet  we  now 
members  of  the  Free-trade  Pan\  ari 
aim  with  men  whom  they  formerU  | 
nounced  in  these  terms.  What  pariiv 
purpose  they  have  in  view  I  do  not  k: 
although  I  may  be  able  to  give  -i 
shrewd  guess.  On  the  other  hand, 
tertionists  used  to  denounce  free-tradL-i 
having  a  desire  to  strangle  Australiai*^ 
dusitries- — as  men  aJsting  entirely  in 
interests  of  foreign  importers — and 
these  very  protectionists,  who  wert-  si^ 
dent  in  the  pursuit  of  their  alleged  J 
ciple,  are  now  to  be  seen  arm  in  arm  | 
the  free-traders  whom  they  formerl\  i 
nounced  in  this  way. 

Senator  Gray. — Do  we  not  see  a  sia 
combination  in  the  Labour  Party? 
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iNS. — No.  Every  member 
arty  is  entitled  to  vote  as  he 
question  having  any  bearing 
le.  We  have  not  combined  to 
b'eriunent  which  we  have 
iced  as  advocating  a  system 

have  we  combiried  to  sup- 
ent,  the  members  of  which 
rly  denounced  by  some  of  our 
3  desired  to  strangle  Austra- 
in  industry.  Every  taemher 
absolutely  free,  and  that  is 
be  said  of  the  members  of 
lation  now  before  us.  It 
that  we  should  now  find  men 
ated  these  views — who  have 

raising  them  on  a  pedestal, 

people  to  fall  down  and 
nd  to  send  them  into  Farlia- 
n  their  behalf — swallowing 

■and  sinking  everything  in 
n  "  the  Lalxmr  Party ;  or, 
:o  "  down  "  the  party  which 

great  bulk  of  Australian 
:he  great  mass  of  the  Aus- 

I  said  just  now  that  it  was 
id  honorable  gentlemen  re- 
tactics  ;  but  on  further  con- 
:ems  to  me  that  that  is  not 

right  honorable  gentleman 

the  Government  has  spent 
t  of  his  political  career  in 
iciples  that  he  formerly  ad- 
t,  his  capacity  for  swallow- 
hat  I  believe  that,  if  he  only 
jmmence  with,  he  would  be 
ebrated  acrobatic  snake 
owman  is  reported  to 
rried  about  the  country, 
;eed  in  swallowing  himself, 
and  representative,  Senator 

specially  congratulated  on 

the  Ministry.  The  present 
of  the  Executive  Council 
iceptionally  fortunate  politi- 
ninds  one  of  Tennyson's 
istries  may  come  and  Minis- 
Lit  Senator  Drake  appears  to 
;  no  matter  which  Ministry 
:r,  Senator  Drake  is  in  office 
1  the  time. 

LE  Senator. — He  is  a  poli- 
Bray." 

ENS. — Senator  Drake  is  a 
implacent  gentleman,  who 
thing  to  embarrass  any  Ad- 
th  which  he  may  be  con- 
ies not  even  allow  his  dignity 
th  his  acceptance  of  office. 
-General  in  the  previous  Ad- 


ministration, he  took  second  place  in  this 
Chamber,  giving  the  first  to  tlie  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council ;  but  now 
that  he  occupies  the  latter  position,  he  im- 
tnediately  sinks  his  dignity  again,  and  is 
content  to  give  first  place  to  the  present 
Attorney -General.  Such  humility  might 
be  envied  even  by  a  Uriah  Heep. 

Senator  Sir  Wiluam   Zeal. — That  is 
most  unfair  ! 

Senator  GIVENS. — If  the  contentions  I 
put  forward  have  no  foundation  they  will 
have  no  effect ;  if  they  have  any  founda- 
tion, then  it  is  right  they  should  be  uttered. 
At  any  rate,  I  shall  not^  apologize  to  Senator 
Zeal,  or  anybody  else,  for  what  I  may  say 
on  the  present  occasion. 

Senator  Sir  William  Zeal. — I  do  not 
wish  the  honorable  senator  to  apologize ;  I 
should  feel  it  a  great  humiliation  if  he 
offered  an  apology. 

Senator  GIVENS. — While  representatives 
of  Queensland  may  congratulate  Senator 
Drake  on  his  inclusion  in  the  Ministry,  I 
do  not  think  they  have  any  reason  to  con- 
gratulate themselves  on  that  event.  We 
have  had  considerable  experience  of  Senator 
Drake  in  Queensland  politics,  and  we  find 
in  him  no  poliMcal  stability.  On  the  present 
occasion  Senator  Drake  is  willing  to  join 
a  Ministry,  the  head  of  which,  on  many 
occasions  and  in  various  places,  has  spoken 
of  him  in  the  most  contemptuous  terms.  No 
matter  how  unkind  or  cruel  my  remarks 
may  appear,  what  I  now  say  is  a  mere  cir- 
cumstance compared  with  the  contemptuous, 
terms  in  which  Senator  Drake  has  been 
frequently  spoken  of  by  the  head  of  the 
Administration  of  which  he  is  now  a 
member.  Yet  Senator  Drake  is  willing 
to  join  with  the  present  Prime  Minister, 
and  forget  the  past ;  and  doubtless  if  I 
were  in  a  position  to  offer  the  office  of 
Vice-  President  of  the  Executive  Council 
to  Senator  Drake  to-morrow,  the  severity 
of  any  remarks  I  may  make  to-day  would 
not,  in  the  slightest  degree,  prevent  his  ac- 
cepting the  position  under  me.  So  far 
as  the  representatives  of  Queensland  are 
concerned,  we  have  no  confidence  whatever, 
judging  from  the  past  political  history  of 
Senator  Drake,  that  the  democratic  legis- 
lation, which  the  Commonwealth  Parlia- 
ment has  passed,  and  of  which  the  people 
of  the  Commonwealth  are  so  proud,  will  be 
faithfullv  administered.  If  there  is  one 
question  that  agitates  the  people  of  Queens- 
land more  than  another,  it  is  that  of  alien 
coloured  labour ;  and  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that    legislation   on  this   point  is 
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to  a  great  extent  pennissive.  This 
legislation,  which  has  been  passed  by 
this  Parliament,  may  or  may  not  be 
effective,  according  as  it  is  adminis- 
tered by  the  Government  in  power. 
The  Act  dealing  with  (xiloured  labour  does 
not  say  that  certain  things  must  be  done, 
but  (mly  that  certain  things  may  be  done. 
The  Administration  may  or  may  not  apply 
the  education  test;  and  we  know  that  the 
monbers  of  the  present  Administration,  and 
the  vast  majority  of  their  followers  are 
totally  opposed  to  the  spirit,  intention,  and 
principle  of  that  legislation.  What  sort 
of  guarantee  have  we  that  the  legislation  will 
be  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Parliament,  or  of  the  people  who 
approved  it?  Senator  Drake  is  specially 
interested  in  this  question,  seeing  that  he  is 
the  Queensland  representative  in  the  present 
Administration,  and  it  is  on  that  account  that 
I  make  these  remarks  to-day.  This  has 
been  a  burning  question  in  Queensland  for 
a  number  of  years.  The  people  of  other 
portions  of  the  Commonwealth  have  told  us 
that  Queensland  is  a  place  which  miist 
have  coloured  labour,  although  the  Queens- 
land people,  especially  the  people  in  the 
far  north,  have  for  the  last  fifteen  years  been 
opposed  to  the  employment  in  their  midst 
of  coloured  labour  in  any  shape  or  form. 
We  should  be  exceedingly  pleased  to  hare 
some  assurance  that  the  people  of  Queens- 
land, through  their  representative  in  the 
present  Administration,  will  be  secure 
against  any  vioIati<m  of  the  principle  of  the 
legislation  we  have  passed — against  any 
danger  of  large  numbers  of  coloured  per- 
sons being  allowed  to  enter  that  State.  But 
in  view  of  the  political  history  of  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council,  what 
sort  of  guarantee  or  assurance  can  we  have 
to  that  effect  ?  Let  me  briefly  state,  for  the  , 
benefit  of  honorable  senators,  what 
has  been  the  political  history  of  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council  in 
Queensland. 

Senator  Dobsom. — Spare  us  all  that  I 
Senator  GIVENS.— I  would  remind  Se- 
nator Vdbsoa  that  there  is  plenty  of  time  to 
deal  with  the  matter.  Senator  Drake 
entered  the  Queensland  Parliament  as  an 
ultra-Radical  and  an  out-and-out  opponent 
of  all  coloured  labour.  He  joined  a  Radical 
Party,  which  undoubtedly  had  the  gpod-will 
of  the  people  of  Queensland  at  that  time. 
Events  brought  about  a  coalition  similar 
in  some  respects  to  that  which  has  been  ef- 
fected recently  in  the  Commcmwealth  Par- 
liament.   Senator  Drake  refused  to  have 


anything  to  do  with  that  ojalitiot).  and  3 
apart,  with  a  remnant  of  the  old  pi 
who  stuck  loyally  by  him;  and  he  g 
good  deal  of  confidence  and  support  in 
sequence  of  his  independent  attitude, 
when  the  time  came — when  the  Queen; 
Government,  known  as  the  continuous 
vernment  were  actually  defeated  lai 
placed  by  another  Administratioii— Sa 
Drake  immediately  abandoned  his  indc 
dent  attitude  and  sacrificed  bis  pait 
order  to  jmn  a  Ministry  which  vas  the 
conservative  and  reactionary  Queen: 
ever  saw. 

Senator  Dawson. — What  did  Sir  H( 
Tozer  say  the  reason  was? 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  am  not  goin 
repeat  what  Sir  Horace  Tozer  said;  I 
tend  simply  to  express  my  own  opi 
Senator  Drake  at  that  time  joined  an 
ministrati<xi  which,  to  all  intents  and' 
poses,  consisted  of  the  greatest  advoc^i 
coloured  labour  ever  seen  in  Queensl 
and  this  fact  the  people  of  that  Stat 
not  likely  to  forget  or  forgive.  Set 
Drake  had,  at  that  time,  as  loyaJ  and 
a  little  party  behind  him  as  any 
migiht  wish  to  have.  The  party  was  n 
large  in  niunbers  as  probably  he  might 
but  for  fidelity  and  loyalty  no  leader 
ever  entered  Parliament  could  have  had  i 
ter  little  following.  Yet  the  hono 
senator  sold  that  party.  Although  ii 
announced  that  he  had  joined  the  (k 
ment,  no  member  of  his  party  knew 
thing  of  the  matter  until  he 
actually  been  sworn  in  as  a  Min 
He  never  asked  dieir  leave.  He  ne^'e^ 
suited  them.  He  sold  them,  pc^itu 
and  joined  another  party  that  was 
tally  opposed  to  every  principle  whi( 
had  formerly  professed.  We  caniwl 
congratulate  him  on  the  possession  of 
pliable  political  principles,  as  have  en 
him  to  blow  hot,  and  to  blow  cold,  to  joi 
party  to-day,  and  to  connect  himself  '.o 
row  with  Another  professing  entirely  dif 
principles,  and,  in  fact,  to  do  evvn 
which  most  honorable  gentlemen 
should  not  be  done.  He  was 
lucky  in  being  able  to  join  the  first  ' 
monwealth  Ministry.  When  the  l3t< 
James  Dickson,  who  was  the  first  Qu 
land  representative  in  the  Go^■em 
died.  Senator  Drake  was  nominatr^J 
the  position  by  the  then  QueeiuIanH  i 
net.  He  accepted  it.  That  Go\-enl 
passed  some  goixl  legislation,  whirh 
Queensland,  at  any  rate,  hope  will  H 
ried  into  effect.  '     believe,  that  Sd 
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)yally  and  faithfully  to- 
g  the  whole  of  its  legis- 
Yet,  we  now  find  him 
;rnment  which  is  totally 
e  best  principles  of  that 
which  I  believe  cannot 
dminister  it  I  do  not  de- 
th  that  aspect  of  affairs  at 
I  trust,  nothwithstanding 
d,  that  the  Government  will, 
ain  in  office,  proceed  with 
istration  of  that  legislation, 
'earce,  I  do  not  believe  the 
listration  to  be  for  the 
jntry.  I  fear  that  the  Go- 
:ely  to  use  its  influence  in 

a  particular  class — the  pri- 
Ltic  class.  That  little  class, 
ts  a  minority  of  about  10 
:ie  community,  will,  in  all 
?hly  approve  of  the  work 
Government,  and  if  the  Go- 
mes in  office  for  any  length 
ninority  is  likely  to  obtain 
of  the  things  which  it  de- 
1  can  be  granted  only  at  the 
:  vast  majority  of  the  people, 
npossible  to  grant  privileges 

to  any  particular  section  ei- 
:pense  of  the  mass  of  the 
party  with  which  I  am  asso- 
ied  to  all  privileges  and  all 
\ll  we  ask  for  is  a  fair  field 
I,  and  no  favour. 
-KER. — ^What  about  prefer- 
sts? 

[VENS.  ~  Preference  to 
olutely  fair,  as  will,  I  think, 
lusively    to  the  honorable 

the  question  comes  to  be 
Jenate.  Our  Standing  Orders 
me  to  anticipate  debate,  and 
not  go  into  that  question  now. 
;  very  happy  when  the  pro- 
:s  to  argue  it  with  Senator 
;h  any  other  honorable  sena- 
low  that  what  we  desire  is 
no  favour  shall  be  shown 

of  the  commimity,  but  that 
hall  be  given  to  all.  So 
insist  upon  obtaining  from 
her  Administration  that  may 
intend  to  be  very  careful 
I  see  that  administration  of 
the  Immigration  Restriction 
■s  which  I  could  mention,  is 

as  to  be  beneficial  to  the 
lity,  and  to  give  expression 

Parliament.  For  my  own 
believe  that  there  are  people 


in  this  community  who  are  so  disloyal  to 
the  Commonwealth — so  disloyal  to  the  legis- 
lation which  has  been  enacted — that  they 
take  every  opportunity  to  defeat  its  purpose, 
and  the  object  which  Parliament,  in  pass- 
ing   it,     had     in    view.       We,  there- 
fore,    look   upon   it  as   somewhat  dis- 
astrous  that  the  administration  of  that 
legislation    should    be    placed    in  the 
hands    of    the    present  Government.  It 
will  have  to  be  watched  very  carefully. 
I  hope  that  my  anticipations  in  this  re- 
gard will  not  prove  to  be  correct.     No  one 
would  be  more  pleased  than  myself  to  find 
the  Ministry  giving  loyal  effect  to  Com- 
monwealth legislation.     Should  that  prove 
to  be  the  case,  I  am  perfectly  certain  that 
thoir  administration  wili  meet  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  majority  of  the  members 
of  the  Senate.     It  is  too  early  to  discuss 
questions  of  policy,  because,  so  far,  the 
Ministry  have  not  announced  their  pro- 
gramme.    But,  as  some  of  the  members  of 
the  Government  are  more  or  less  pledged  to 
certain  progressive  legislation,  I  hope  that 
they  will  keep  their  promises,  and  that  it 
will  be  proceeded  with.     I  trust  that  they 
will  not  make  any  such  excuses  as  that  there 
is  not  sufficient  time  to  pass  progressive 
legislation  this  sessi(Xi,  and  that  we  must 
wait  for  a  more  convenient  session.  I 
hope  that  nothing  will  intervene  to  prevent 
the  Govenmient  from  proceeding  with  a 
liberal  programme,  which  will  enable  the 
members  of  this  Parliament  to  pass  some  of 
that  progressive  legislation  for  which  the 
public  are  so  eagerly  waiting,  and  the  bene- 
fits of  which  they  so  strongly  desire. 

Senator  O'KEEFE  (Tasmania).— Like 
the  honorable  senators  who  have  preceded 
me,  I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  con- 
gratulate the  Attorney-Generaf  and  his  col- 
league upon  having  attained  to  their  hon- 
orable positions,  on  the  occasion  of  the  re- 
cent reshuffling  of  the  political  cards.  I 
do  not  propose  to  detain  the  Senate  at  any 
length,  nor  do  I  intend  to  touch  upon  mat- 
ters of  policy.  This  is  noi  the  most  op- 
portune time  for  dealing  with  the  policy  of 
the  new  Administration. 

Senator  Dawson. — ^Their  programme  is 
that  of  the  Labour  Partv. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— I  hope  that  will 
prove  to  be  the  case.  I  do  not  take  it  as 
a  bad  thing  for  the  democratic  side  of  poli- 
tics in  Australia,  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment has  come  to  occupy  the  Treasury 
benches.  I  feel  that  those  whose  poli- 
tical ideas  are  on  a  par  with  mv  own 
will   have   far  more  to  gain  while  the 
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present  Administration  occupies  the  Trea- 
sury benches  than  if  they  were  in  Opposi- 
tion; because  I  am  satisfied  that  the  right 
hcxiorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment is  not  likely  to  make  any  proposal 
that  may  be  carried  fatal  to  the  life  of 'his 
Cabinet.  I  feel  sure  that  when  altera- 
tions are  made  by  ihe  Senate  in  legislation 
which  is  submitted  to  Parliament — as  al- 
terations will  be  made,  because  we  have  a 
sufficiently  strong  democratic  majority  in 
this  branch  of  ihe  Legislature  lo  make 
them — and  when  Bills  are  sent  back  to  an- 
other place  with  those  alterations  embodied 
in  them,  the  head  of  the  Government  will 
always  be  willing  to  give  the  most  earnest 
ctxisideration  to  our  amendments  before  he 
will  imperil  his  position  by  making  any  pro- 
posal vital  to  the  life  of  his  Cabinet.  But 
my  chief  reason  for  rising  at  the  present 
juncture  was  to  call  attention  to  what  I  be- 
lieve to  be  a  very  serious  departure  in  Fede- 
ral politics.  The  other  representatives  of 
Tasmania  in  the  Senate  do  not  seem  to  be 
anxious  to  put  forward  the  argimient 
which  I  intend  to  submit,  and  in  another 
place  none  of  the  five  representatives  of 
Tasmania  took  the  opportunity  to  represent 
this  phase  of  the  situation.  It  has  been 
the  custom  that  the  States,  which  are  the 
component  parts  of  the  ,Ccxnmonwealtii, 
shall  be  represented  in  the  Cabinet.  Prob- 
ably I  shall  be  met  with  the  state- 
ment that  the  last  Administration  of  which 
I  was  proud  to  be  a  strong  supporter, 
made  the  first  departure  from  the  practice 
adopted  in  the  formation  of  the  Federal 
Cabinet.  But  there  were  many  circum- 
stances surrounding  the  last  Administration 
providing  a  reason  for  that  action, 
which  cannot  be  claimed  by  the  members 
of  the  present  Government.  It  smns  to 
me  that  the  smaller  States  are  in  a  very 
great  danger  of  having  their  best  interests 
jeopardize!  in  the  future  if  a  practice 
which  gives  the  whole  of  the  Ministerial 
representation  practically  to  two  States,  is 
to  continue.  The  course  now  followed  gives 
six-eighths  of  the  total  representation  in  the 
Cabinet  to  two  States,  one-eighth  each  to 
two  other  States,  and  leaves  the  other  two 
States  entirely  unrepresented,  and  without 
the  slightest  voice  in  Cabinet  coimdls. 

Senator  Dawson. — Without  even  an  hon- 
orary Minister. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— They  have  not  even 
an  honorary  Minister,  as  my  honorable  friend 
interjects.  Whilst  the  departure  was  made 
by  the  late  Administraticai — and,  I  am  free 
to  avow,  against  my  inclination — there  were, 


in  the  view  of  Ministers,  certain  \en' 
reasons  for  making  that  departure,  w 
reasons  cannot  be  advanced  by  the  men 
of  the  present  Administratioi.    A  re 
why  Tasmania  found  no  representatia 
the  last  Catnnet  was  that  there  were  1 
two  supporters  of  the  Administration 
to  the  Federal  Parliament  by  the  Stiti 
Tasmania,  out   of  eleven  representai 
from  that  State,  and  there  were  many  ot 
who  had    far  greater    claims  on  var 
grounds  to  Ministerial  rank  and  offire  i 
the  two  members  of  the  parly  represen 
Tasmania.    In  this  case,  however,  we 
that  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisia 
there  are  five  representatives  from  Tasma 
one  of  whom  has  had  more  that  a  qiuite 
a  century  ot  parliamentary  eiperience 
gentleman  who  was  a  Minister  in  the : 
Government  of  the  CtMnmonwealth, 
against  whose  administration  of  the  I 
and  Telegraph  Department  rothing 
urged,  either  in  the  press  or  in  either  bra 
of  the  Federal  Legislature.  That  honon 
gentleman  has  been  passed  over  in  the : 
mation  of  the  Reid-McLean  Administraii 
Senator  Dawson. — This  is  not  the  I 
ten  season.  I 
Senator  O'KEEFE.— Then  we  bawl 
other  Tasmanian  representative,  who 
been  a  hot  and  strong  supporter  of  the  ] 
sent  Prime  Minister.    So  warm  a  suppn 
of  that  right  hcHiorable  gentleman  w^s  i 
a  few  weeks  ago — I  do  not  know  wheth« 
is  so  now — and  so  bitter  an  opponent  ot 
late  Deakin  Administration,  that  or 
night    before  the  Deakin  Administral 
went  out  of  office,  that  gentleman  sen 
telegram  from  Tasmania  to  the  whip  of 
then  Opposition,  to  this  effect,  "Tr\-  J 
keep  the  debate  going,  because  I  want  to 
in  at  the  death  of  the  Deakin  Goremnej 
The  bitterness  of  this  gentleman's  opposi^ 
to  the  Deakin  Government  was  as  keen 
the  strength  of  his  allegiance  to  the  pa 
led  by  the  right  hcmorable  member  for  E 
Sydney.    Yet  that  gentleman,  who  has  I 
a  very  long  political  experience  in  the  SI 
from  which  I  come,  has  also  been  pas 
over. 

Senator  de  Largie. — He  will  be  in  at 
death  of  the  present  Government. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Then  Ht  have  I 
other ,  Tasmanian  representative,  who  1 
had  many  years'  political  experience.  » 
was  returned  last  December  as  a  supp^ 
of  the  Deakin  Administration,  but  who 
mediately  after  taking  his  seat  in  the  r 
eral  Parliament,  seemed  to  dCT-elop  a  o 
intense  admiration  for  the  right  bonoral 
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t  the  head  of  the  Govem- 
h  that  gentleman  was  re- 
ctionist,  and  was  recog- 
tionist  in  his  State  career, 
:acy  of  that  Ascal  faith  in 
^eloped  an  intense  admira- 
ent  Prime  Minister.  That 
ill  matter  nowadays,  when 
side  to  side  so  easily. 
^HY. — Might  I  ask  to  whom 
ator  is  referring  ? 
EFE. — I  am  speaking  of 
mber  in  another  place.  I 
lat  it  is  necessary  that  I 
name,  though  I  should  be 
do  so  if  it  were  necessary, 
senator  should  know  very 
am  referring  from  the  de- 
[  have  given. 

AHY. — I  thought  the  honor- 
1  referring  to  a  member  of 

JCE. — Did  the  honorable 
;ap  on? 

:EFE.— I  referred  first  of 
Mtmaster- General ;  then  to 
presentative,  who  was  so 
nt  of  the  Deakin  Adminis- 
ret  that  the  boat  could  not 
fast  enough  to  enable  him 
death  of  that  Government ; 
rred  to  a  third  Tasmanian 

As  there  are  but  three 
orters  of  the  present  Reid- 
istration  in  the  House  of 

Senator  Mulcahy  should 
are. 

;0N. — Let  us  into  the  secret. 
:EFE. — If  Senator  Dawson 
to  learn  their  riames,  I  can 
im  privately.  Of  the  five 
3f  Tasmania  in  the  House 
es,  three  are  hot  and  strong 
le  present  coalition  Govern- 
low  to  deal  with  this  branch 
:ure  in  which  Tasmania, 
is,  has  equal  representation 
State  in  the  Commonwealth. 
Chamber  six  honorable  sena- 
lania,  and  at  least  four  of 
varm  supporters  of  the  pre- 
Jovernment.  I  think  that 
nly  a  few  months  ago  were 
supporters  of  such  a  com- 
think  it  will  be  found  that 
repared  to  support  almost 
:  the  present  Government 
in  this  Senate. 
CAHY. — ^The  honorable  sena- 


Senator  O'KEEFE.— It  is  quite  eas^ 
to  be  a  prophet  in  these  matters.  In  poli- 
tics nowadays  he  who  runs  may  read.  A 
Member  of  Parliament  has  only  to  make  a 
few  speeches  and  we  know  exactly  where  he 
stands,  and  what  are  his  political  leanings. 
These  honorable  senators  will,  I  think,  be 
found  supporting  the  present  Government. 

Senator  Dawson. — It  is  not  because  they 
love  them  well,  but  because  they  hate  us 
more. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Very  likely  that  is 
true.  We  know  that  we  have  in  the  Senate 
an  honorable  and  learned  senator  from  Tas- 
mania whose  place  should  decidedly  be  at 
the  table.  That  honorable  senator  has 
earned  a  place  in  the  present  Government 
by  the  splendid  work  he  did  for  the  party 
in  connexion  with  the  Tariff  during  the  first 
long  session  of  seventeen  months.  That 
honorable  and  learned  senator,  by  reason 
of  his  ability  and  general  capacity,  also 
is  entitled  to  a  seat  at  the  table  of  the  Senate 
as  a  member  of  the  present  Administration, 
but  he  has  been  passed  over.  We  have  in 
Senator  Mulcahy  also  an  honorable  senator 
who  has  had  a  long  political  experience. 
During  his  political  campaign  the  honor- 
abe  senator  made  himself  out  to  be  a  sup- 
porter of  the  Deakin  Administration,  but  I 
am  sorely  afraid  that  he  is  likely  to  find 
himself  in  bad  company  during  the  next  few 
weeks.  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  believe  that 
we  are  not  likely  often  to  have  the  pleasure 
of  the  honorable  senator's  assistance  in 
divisions  likely  to  take  place  on  such  mea- 
sures as  the  Arbitration  Bill. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — Occasionally,  when 
honorable  senators  opposite  go  right,  I  shall 
be  with  them. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— I  shall  not  go  too 
much  into  prophecy  with  regard  to  the  hon- 
orable senator,  because  I  still  have  hope 
that  his  past  democratic  ideals  will  not  be 
ahogether  forgotten,  and  that  he  will  not 
entirely  desert  the  democrats  who  have 
placed  him  in  Parliament. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — I  never  have. 
Senator  O'KEEFE.— I  still  have  hope 
that  we  may  find  the  honorable  senator  sit- 
ting with  us  in  divisions  on  important  legis- 
lation, which  will  mark  a  distinct  line  be- 
tween the  democrats  and  the  reactionaries. 
The  honorable  senator  has,  however,  been 
pased  over  in  the  formation  of  the  Reid- 
McLean  Administration.  We  have  then  an- 
other honorable  and  learned  senator,  who,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  is  not  at  present  in  the 
Chamber,  an  honorable  and  learned  senator 
who  can  be  all  things  to  all  men.  and  who 
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is,  therefore,  quite  eligible  for  inclusion  in 
any  Ministry.  Seeing  that  the  present 
Keid-McLean  Administration  is  admittedly 
and  openly  a  coalition  Government,  com- 
prised of  four  protectionists  and  four  free- 
trader^ in  order  that  it  might  be  a  genuine, 
fair,  and  square  coalition,  I  shall  pro- 
bably be  met  with  the  reply  that  it  waa 
not  possible  in  the  circumstances  for  some 
of  the  Tasmanian  representatives  to 
whom  I  have  referred  to  be  included. 
But  even  that  argument  will  fall  to  the 
ground.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  honor- 
able and  learned  senator,  whose  omission 
from  the  Ministry  will  cause  great  disap- 
pcnntment  in  Tasmania,  was  passed  by  \x- 
cause  he  happened  to  be  a  free-trader,  and 
a  very  ccmsistait  me  indeed,  and  it  was 
necessary  for  a  protectionist  here  to  be 
chosen  in  order  to  balance  tb^  Government. 

Senator  Pearce. — Senator  Dobscm  a 
free-trader ! 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— No;  I  am  referring 
to  Senator  demons,  and  not  in  any  ofifen- 
sive  way.  If  that  is  the  reason  for  his 
exclusion,  it  is  a  very  strange  thing  that 
sirKe  a  coalition  implies  an  equal  represen- 
tation of  each  side,  the*  palpable  claims  of 
other  senators  should  have  been  disregarded, 
and  that  some  of  the  States  should  have 
been  entirely  ignored.  But  if  we  leave 
out  the  honorable  and  learned  senator, 
whose  claims,  I  say,  to  a  place  at 
the  table  here,  stand  first,  we  still 
have  my  honorable  friend  opposite,  who 
certainly  has  not  been  long  in  the  Senate, 
but  who,  I  am  suie,  has  come  to  adorn 
it.  He  came  here  as  a  commcni-sense 
protectionist.  Where  wa2  a  bar  to  his  ad- 
missim  into  the  Ministry? 

Senator  Mulcahy. — Do  not  forget  that 
thev  have  a  protectionist  policy. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— We  have  a  pro- 
tectionist policy,  but  there  was  absolutely 
nothing  to  prevent  the  honorable  senator's 
inclusion  in  the  Cabinet,  and  thereby  give 
Tasmania  a  voice  in  the  OHinsels  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

Senator  Peabce. — The  honorable  senator 
said  that  he  was  a  common-sense  protec- 
tionist, and  that  was  the  bar. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Senator  Mulcahy 
knows  what  he  meant  by  that  definition,  I 
do  not.  He  came  into  the  .Senate  as  a  pro- 
tectionist, and  almost  as  though  he  had  the 
gift  of  second  sight,  and  could  see  six 
months  ahead,  he  said  in  his  electoral 
campaign  that  he  was  a  oommon-sense  pro* 
tecticHiist,  and  a  supporter  of  the  Deakin 
Government  with  an  "if,"  that  he  believed 


in  the  policy  of  a  White  Australia  wit 
"  but  " — with  certain  reservations.  I 
not  quite  sure,  but  I  think  that  he 
pressed  his  belief  m  a  system  of  old 
pensions,  with  a  reservation. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — No;  I  belien 
that  without  any  reservatioo. 

Senator    O'KEEFE.  — The  boron 
senator  was  a  protecticmist,  and  a  supj 
ter  of  the   Deakin  Govenunent,  tut 
a    strong    admirer    of    the  poJiC) 
the   present   Administration,    and   < 't 
least    some    of    its    members.      I  > 
tehd    that    no    honorable  senator 
more    fit,    by    reason   of    his    phi  f 
pledges,  and  apparent  political  idea& 
have  a  place  in  the  coalition  Cabinet,  : 
was  my  hc»x)rable  friend.   We  itow  ' 
to  the  fourth  representative  of  Tasmani 
the  Senate.    It  seems  to  me  that  Sen 
Dobson  would  "fill  the  bill,"  in  eitht 
protectionist  or  a .  free-trade  Govemnr 
in  either  a  democratic  or  a  reacti(Hiax> 
vernment,     because,     in     that  smii 
genial  way  of  his,  be  can  be  all  thin^ 
all  men  at  the  same  time. 

Senator  Fraser. — ^That  is  very  unkii 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— It  may  be  unk 
and  no  doubt  it  has  often  fallen  to  the 
of  Senator  Fraser  in  bis  pc^itical  lif< 
make  remarks  which,  although  very  unit 
were  still  very  true. 

SenatOT  Fraser. — Not  personal,  tbom 

Senator  Sir  Wiluam  Zkal. — ^Thai  b 
they  have  been  doing — blackguarding. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— These  events  . 
not  be  given  point  to  without  occasion 
using  names,  and  I  do  not  think  that  Si 
tor  Dobson  needs  Senator  Fraser  or  Sen 
Zeal,  or  any  one  else,  here,  to  look  a 
him. 

Senates  Sir  Wiluam  Zeal. — He  < 
not  want  the  hcmorable  senator's  supp 

anvway. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Senator  Dot 
does  not  want  my  support,  because  he 
the  support  of  the  honorable  senator 
others  behind  him.    As  regards  any 
speaking  offensively  of  Senator  Dobsrn. 
is,  I  think,  the  one  agitator  in  this  Par 
ment,  who  is  going  round  Australia  . 
stirring  up  strife  between  ^Ot  classes, 
we  had  a  few  more  gentlemen  of  his  |-o' 
cal  line  of  thought,  speaking  as  he  has  N 
doing  lately,  that  revolution  of  which  b. 
so  much  afraid  might  soon  come  to  pw<- 

Senatw  Eraser. — It  would  suit  the  \ 
orable  senator's  crowd. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.—No;  nor  wouM 
suit  the  honorable  8enator'3  crowd  ei:' 
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imusing  to  observe  the  attitude 
[s  of  Senator  Dobson,  who  has 
■ery  dictionary  for  epithets  to 
^bour  Party. 

ir  William  Zeal.— What  has 
e  senator  been  doing  for  the 
ates?    Nothing  else  but  black- 


'KEEFE. — When  any  one  else 
;  to  say,  the  friends  of  Senator 
very  anxious  that  his  name 
le  mentioned,  and  that  nothing 
lid  about  him.     I  have  taken 
lity  of  pointing  out  that  a  seri- 
jerous  departure  has  been  made, 
when  a  State  returns  a  number 
trters  of  a  party  it  should  have 
the  Cabinet.    In  this  instance 
ir  of  the  eleven  representatives 
a  had  a  claim  to  Ministerial 
t  least  one  of  them  should  have 
I  shall  leave  it  to  the  reprasen- 
^estem  Australia,  if  they  think 
with  the  omission  of  a  represen- 
it  State  from  the  Cabinet.  On 
1.  when  there  had  been  a  shufF- 
rolios,  the  honorable  and  learned 
►  is  now  in  the  proud  position 
f  the  Senate,  congratulated  the 
TS.    Speaking  from  this  side  of 
e  referred  to  "  this  Ministry  of 
i  fragments."    The  phrase  was 
:ing,  and  it  stuck.  Without 
be  as  able  as  Senator  Symon  to 
B  striking  phrases,  I  think  that 
y  might  be  called  a  Ministry  of 
extremes,  because  they  are  cer- 
:mists  in  fiscal  faith,  and  reac- 
matters  of  general  policy  for  the 
It  and  progress  of  the  people. 

TRENWITH  (Victoria).  —  I 
%  that  we  were  to  have  a  discus- 
j  character  this  afternoon.  I  do 
:  wise  that  we  should,  for  I  can- 
t  any  good  result  can  aa:rue  from 
i  desirable  to  have  such  a  discus- 
:  not  the  time  for  it ;  a  fortnight 
1  be  the  proper  time.  I  rise  for 
s.  Since  we  have  met  this  after- 
■e  been  accosted  by  a  friend  with 
"  You  have  not  changed  your 
ou  supporting  the  Government?" 
has  led  me  to  question  whether 
ate  it  is  considered  necessary,  in 
■ully  inform  every  person,  that, 
ge  of  Government  taking  place, 
I  change  his  seat.  I  do  not  know 
sa  I  have  felt  that  the  Senate 
m  the  House  of  Representatives 

should  give  consideration,  not 


so  much  to  men  as  to  measures  of  legis- 
lation. In  that  respect,  its  functions  are 
different  from  those  of  the  other  House. 

Senator  Pearce. — No.  Are  we  not  cmi- 
cerned  with  administration  ? 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  think  that  we 
are.      I  am  explaining  my  own  position, 
so  that  no  one  shall  make  a  mistake  about 
it.     I  should  not  like  to  deceive  any  sec- 
tion or  individual  member  of  the  Senate; 
and  it  is  because  of  the  remark  made  to 
me  by  a  friend  that  I  have  felt  it  my 
duty  to  say  a  word  or  two  upon  this  head. 
So  far  as  I  know,  I  am  opposed  to  the 
present   Government,   that  is,   I  disagree 
with  their  policy  of  refraining,  during  the 
lifetime  of  this  Parliament,  from  amend- 
ing our  notoriously  incongruous  protective 
Tariff.      Protection  may  be  a  good  thing, 
but  we  have  it  not;  free-trade  may  be  a 
good  thing,  but  we  have  it  not.      In  the 
minds  of  fiscal  thinkers  there  appears  to 
be  no  middle   course  in  this  matter.  They 
range  themselves  on  one  side  or  the  other. 
Men  like  Senator  Pearce  believe  that  the 
best  thing  for  any  country  is  absolute  and 
unrestricted    free-trade,  while  others,  like 
myself,  believe  it  to  be  perfect  and  com- 
plete   protection    for    native  industries. 
Neither  side  has  achieved  its  desires  in 
connexion  with  the  Commonwealth  Tariff. 
There  must  be  a  majority  in  the  Common- 
wealth in  favour  of  one  of  these  two  poli- 
cies, and  my  own  view  is  that  a  very  sub- 
stantial majority  favour  the  imposition  of 
a  complete  and  scientific  protective  Tariff. 
Senator  O'Keepe. — Hear,  hear. 
Senator  TRENWITH.  — It  is  a  debat- 
able point,  and  one  which  we  should  dis- 
cuss.     As  I  differ  from  the  Government 
in  regard  to  it,  I  feel  it  my  duty  at  a  very 
early  stage  to  make  my  position  plain.  The 
contention  of  Senator  O'Keefe  that  it  was 
wrong  not  to  give  Tasmania  a  representa- 
tive in  the  Ministry,  cannot  be  too  firmlv 
deprecated.    There  is  no  vested  right 
any  part  of  the  Commonwealth  to  be  re- 
presented in  an  Administration. 

Senator  O'Keefe. — It  is  all  very  well 
for  an  honorable  senator  who  represents 
a  big  State,  which  has  three  Ministers  in 
the  Government,  to  say  that. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  am  a  native 
of  Taanania,  and  think  a  great  deal  of  it. 

Senator  O'Keefe. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor does  not  represent  Tasmania. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  feel  that  I  do. 
just  as  I  feel  that  I  represent  the  most 
northern  part  of  Queensland.  I  am  a  Mem 
ber  of  Parliament  for  the  Commonwealth, 
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and  the  Government  is  the  administra- 
tive body  for  the  Commonwenlth,  whose 
people  are  entitled  to  the  best  to  be 
obtained  from  the  material  to  be  selected 
from. 

Sen.itor  O'Keefe. — Has  the  Common- 
wealth got  that? 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  shall  not  dis- 
cuss that  matter.  I  am  dealing  now  simply 
with  the  question  of  principle.  To  con- 
sider arbitrary  geographical  lines  in  the 
selection  of  an  Executive  would  be  unwise, 
and  I,  for  one,  shall  alwavs  set  my  fare 
against  such  a  course.  There  may  come  a 
time  when  tlie  splendid  little  island  where 
I  was  born  may  present  to  this  Parlia- 
ment  

Senator  Mulcahy. — The  whole  Govern- 
ment. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— The  whole 
Government.  To  my  mind  that  is  not  at 
all  impossible. 

Senator  O'Keefe. — My  contention  was 
that  some  of  the  best  men  available  have 
been  left  out  simply  because  this  is  a 
coalition  Government. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  do  not  wish  to 
labour  the  question,  though  it  is  an  im- 
portant one.  As  a  Parliamentarian  of  con- 
siderable experience,  I  know  that  geo- 
graphical considerations  ha^e  often  led  to 
the  formation  nf  weaker  Governments  in  con- 
nexion with  the  administration  of  the  affairs 
of  the  States  than  would  otherwise  have 
been  obtained,  and  I  hope  that  the  practice 
of  considering  geographical  lines  will  not 
obtain  in  connexion  with  the  formation  of 
Commonwealth  Administrations.  If  there 
is  anything  to  be  said  in  favour  of  the 
present  Government,  it  is  that,  in  some  mea- 
sure, geographical  lines  have  been  disre- 
garded in  its  formation.  At  present  that  is 
ail  I  can  say  in  favour  of  it. 

Senator  de  Largie. — Why  was  Senator 
Dobson  left  out  ? 

Senator  TRENWITH.- 1  do  not  know 
that  the  Prime  Minister  would  have  done 
anything  wrong  if  he  had  taken  in  Senalor 
Dobson,  whom  I  know  very  well,  and  with 
whom  I  had  the  honour  to  work  as  a  fellow- 
member  of  the  Convention  which  created 
the  Constitution  under  which  we  now  live. 

Senator  O'Keefe.— It  would  have  been  a 
different  Constitution  if  Senator  Dobson 
had  had  his  war. 

Sen.itor  TRENWTTH>-I   verv  rarelv 
agree  with  Senator  Dobson,  and.  ihoug^i  I 
am  perhaps  as  vain   as   another  man.  T 
think  that  if  even'  member  of  the  Con- 
vention had  always  agreed  with  me,  the 


Constitution  might  not  have  b« 
as  it  is.    It  might  perhaps  ha^-e  I 
The  fact  that  we  had  men  of  ver 
views,  of  high  ability,  of  strong  [ 
and  of  great  courage,  led  to  ou 
Constitution  which,  on  the  wbol 
think,  very  general  satisfaction, 
shall  not  take  part  in  any  depi 
belittling  of  Senator  Dobson  1 
happens  not  to  see  as  I  do.  II 
to  be  wrong  when  he  does  not  u 
but  he  no  doubt  thinks  that  I 
when  I  do  not  see  as  he  does; 
all,  no  one  can  have  a  perfect 
patent  of  right. 

Senator  Eraser. — Yes;  the  a 
the  Labour  Partv  have. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— As  i 
has  been  discussed,  I  wish  to  sa 
my  opinion,  it  is  a  great  miifo 
there  is  growing  up  a  readii^  01 
taiion  of  the  meaning  of  respa 
vernment  which  is  extremely  p«; 
the  well-being  of  the  Commtmwei 
I  have  been  a  member  of  the 
period  of  only  eight  months — t 
been  two  changes  of  Govemmer 
of  which  we  should  have  had,  t 
a  strained  and.  I  think,  unccn 
interpretation  of  the  meaning  0; 
sible  government.  Responsible  gi 
is  the  growtli  of  practically  thi 
which  has  just  passed,  drigia 
ministrations  were  held  responsibl 
every  item  and  detail  of  administr 
for  carrying  on  the  government 
country.  Responsibility  for  legis 
tached,  in  the  first  instance,  and  1 
recently,  only  to  financial  measure? 
to  measures  for  carrying  on  and 
H  is  Majesty 's  Government.  Mk 
ordinary  legislation  did  not  coo 
the  meaning  of  measures  for  w 
vernments  were  responsible,  and 
that  it  is  a  pity  that  we  ha^-e 
from  that  reading  of  the  term 
sible  government."  The  action  of 
son  Administration,  in  making 
upon  which  it  went  out  of  office  a 
is  to  be  seriouslv  (Jeprecated.  ar»d 
is  that  of  the  Deakin  Administn 
my  opinion,  it  is  owing  to 
proper,  narrow,  and  restricted 
tion  of  the  term  "  responsible  govt 
that  we  are  in  the  trouble  in  whic 
now  :  and  we  should  Set  our  face  a, 
future  adoption. 

Senator  Dawson. — But  suppose 
majority  take  the  essence  out  of  t 
ment  Bill? 
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RENWITH.~I  think  that  if 
ation  placed  upon  responsible 
by  recent  Governments  were 
Parliament  would  be  deprived 
xinsibility,  because  members 
terred  from  making  a  measure 
it  ought  to  be  from  the  fear 
.-ery  issue,  upcwi  every  detail, 
otting  of  an  "  i  "  or  crossing  of 
night  put  out  of  office  ihe  men 
y  had  confidence. 
AWSON. — Therefore,  ihe  honor- 
is opposed  to  party  govem- 

R.ENWITH.— I  am  not. 
AWSON. — I  am. 

RENWITH.— I  am  not  op- 
rty  government ;  neither  am  I 
■  the  new  doctrine  now  being 
lich  seems  to  me  incompatible 
>ntinuance  of  the  monarchy, 
proposal  that  we  should  have 
istries.  I  am  in  favour  of 
the  prinicple  of  responsible 
restricting  very  materially  the 
"  responsible."  The  Govem- 
be  responsible  for  carrying  on 
's  Administration — the  Govern- 
country — and  the  Parliament 
esponsible  for  taking  up  and 
rfectly  every  piece  of  legisla- 
Id  not  have  made  these  remarks 
discussion  which  has  arisen, 
lestiwi  as  to  the  place  in  which 
,  I  desire  to  explain  that  my 
iictated  by  physical  reasMis. 
came  into  this  Chamber  I  took 
eat,  because  it  suited  me  physi- 
■e  only  one  eye,  which  happens 
ght  one.  and  whilst  sitting  in 
right-hand  comer  of  the  cham- 
a  position  to  keep  my  eye  upon 
e  senators.  If  I  sat  anywhere 
d  not  be  able  to  see  the  whole 
g  faces  about  me.  Therefore,  if 
ibjection  on  the  part  of  the  At- 
■al  and  of  my  honorable  friend 
ke,  I  prefer  to  sit  upon  the 
benches.  1  shall  oppose  the 
upon  issues  in  connexion  with 
;r  from  them,  and  support  them 
in  regard  to  which  I  agree  with 
would  be  mv  attitude  in  what- 
the  House  I  might  sit,  and  I 
itation  in  saving  that  whatever 
is  in  power,  I  shall  in  the  future 
;  done  in  the  past,  namely,  con- 
anything  else  the  character  of 
)n  that  is  proposed.    Even  if 


men  whom  I  do  not  like  personally— there 
are  not  many  of  them,  because  I  am  of  an 
affectionate  disposition — introdude  legisla- 
tion of  which  I  approve,  I  shall  vote  for 
that  legislation,  and  altogether  disregard 
the  men. 

Senator  MATHESON  (Western  Aus- 
tralia).— I  wish  to  explain  my  posi- 
tion in  regard  to  the  proposal  to  create 
a  Council  of  Defence.  As  honor- 
able senators  will  remember,  the  amend- 
ment to  the  Defence  Bill  proposed 
by  me,  and  agreed  to  last  session  by  the 
Senate,  provided  for  the  constitution  of 
that  essential  body.  The  amendment  was 
rejected  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  I  had  intended  as  soon  as  the  session 
comnKnced  to  bring  in  a  small  Bill  to 
amend  the  Act,  and  to  give  effect  to  what 
I  understand  is  the  desire  of  the  majority 
of  honorable  senators.  When  1  went  to  see 
Senator  Dawson,  who  was  then  Minister 
of  Defence,  I  found  that  he  had  become 
thoroughly  converted  to  the  views  I  held 
last  session,  and  that  he  had,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  appointed  a  committee  of  experts 
who  were  looking  into  the  question,  which 
was  afterwards  to  be  brought  feefore  the 
Cabinet.  Under  these  circumstancee,  it 
was  obviously  unnecessary  for  me  to  bring 
forward  an  amending  Bill. 

Senator  Dawson. — Why  does  the  hon- 
orable senator  sav  I  was  converted? 

Senator  MATHESON.— Because  the 
honorable  senator  declined  to  support  my 
amendment. 

Senator  Dawson. — I  differed  from  the 
honorable  senator  only  upon  a  matter  of 
detail. 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  did  not  know 
that  the  only  difference  between  us  was  with 
regard  to  a  detail ;  but,  however  that  may 
be,  I  am  very  glad  that  the  honorable  sena- 
tor agrees  with  me  now.  Now  a  new  Go- 
vernment has  been  formed,  and  I  know  that 
at  least  one  member  of  it,  Senator  Drake, 
is  opposed  to  my  scheme.  I  am  unacquainted 
with  the  views  of  the  other  Ministers.  I 
was  prepared  to  speak  at  sane  length  to- 
day, with  a  view  to  eliciting  from  the  Go- 
vernment, when  we  re-assembled,  a  state- 
ment as  to  their  intentions  upon  this  matter. 
The  Attorney -General  has,  however,  assured 
me  that  the  question  will  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration, and  that  there  is  no  necessity 
to  direct  special  attention  to  it  this  after- 
noon. To  my  mind  the  question  of  ap- 
pointing a  Council  of  Defence  is  one  of  the 
most  important  that  could  engage  our  at- 
tention. 
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Senator  Givens.  —  Why  not  afford  us 
an  opportunity  to  consider  and  deal  with 
the  matter  ? 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  am  assured 
by  the  Attorney-General  that  that  oppor- 
tunity will  be  afforded  to  honorable  senators 
on  another  occasion.  I  amsider  that  the 
appointment  of  a  Council  of  Defence  is 
essential,  and  I  understand  that  a  substan- 
tial majority  of  honorable  senators  are  in 
favour  of  the  proposal. 

Senator  Peabce  . — The  Government  do 
not  believe  in  substantial  majorities. 

Senator  Dawson. — Is  there  not  a  wide 
divergence  between  the  scheme  proposed  by 
the  honorable  senator  and  that  which  was 
adopted  bv  the  late  Government  ? 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  am  not  aware 
that  the  late  Government  adopted  any 
scheme.  All  that  I  know  is  that  a  commit- 
tee of  experts  gave  the  Governmoit  certain 
advice,  and  that  the  subject  was  to  be 
brought  before  Parliament  for  discussi<Hi. 

Senator  Dawson. — A  precis  of  the  pro- 
posed sdieme  was  published  in  the  press. 

Senator  MATHESON.  —  That  is  true. 
I  am  not  quite  in  accord  with  the  scheme  of 
which  a  fricis  was  given,  but  I  am  not 
aware  that  that  truly  represented  the  Go- 
vernment proposal.  I  think  that  the  hcHior- 
able  senator  knows  that  it  was  not  accurate. 
However,  I  have  been  requested  to  abstain 
from  discussing  the  matter  at  tEs  stage,  and 
I  shall  wait  and  watch  events. 

Senator  HIGGS  (Queensland).  —  !  de- 
sire to  dTer  my  congratulations  to  the  At- 
torney-General upOTi  having  attained  his 
present  very  high  position.  His  presence 
here  this  aftemooi  makes  it  very  difficult 
to  say  all  the  complimentary  things 
I  should  have  liked  to  say  with 
respect  to  him,  however  much  I 
may  disagree  with  his  political  principles. 
I  can  lUso  congratulate  two  other  members 
of  the  Ministry,  namely,  the  Prime  Minister 
and  the  Postmaster-G^ieral.  My  congratu- 
lations, however,  partake  very  much  cME  the 
nature  of  the  applause  with  which  one 
might  greet  a  man  who  had  succeeded  in 
climbing  a  greasy  pole,  or  one  who  had  suc- 
ceeded in  tying  himself  into  a  knot  and 
walking  down  a  ladder. 

An  Honorable  Senator.  —  Fancy  the 
Prime  Minister  tying  himself  into  a  knot  I 

Senator  Trenwith. — That  is  not  conceiv- 
able. 

Senator  HIGGS.  —  I  deplore  the  fact 
that  the  right  hcmwable  gentleman  has  suc- 
ceeded in  attaining  the  position  of  Prime 
Minister  of  Australia. 


Senator  Gray. — ^That  is  because  the  1 
orable  senator  does  not  know  him. 

Senator  HIGGS. — I  know  a  good 
about  him.    I  have  watched  his  poll 
career  for  many  years,  and  I  must  say 
I  am  not  at  all  swprised  at  bis  hr 
adopted  the  particular  methods  which  I 
resulted  in  his  attaining  office.    If  0 
honorable  members  of  the  Federal  Pa: 
ment  had  been  of  the  same  mind  as  my 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  would  n 
have  succeeded.    I  cannot  understand 
Senator  Symon  and  others,  who  hold  sin 
political  principles,  could  6nd  it  possilJ 
support  such  a  Government.  Those 
saw    or    heard    those    h<MiorabIe  5 
tors   during   the   four   months  orru 
by     us     in     discussing     the  Ts 
who  heard  the  dolefUl  pictures  they  1: 
regarding  the  burdens  imposed  upon 
taxpayers  by  that  Tariff,  will,  I  am  i 
be  very  much  ast<mished  to  learn 
they    are    prepared    to    fall  in 
Mr.  Reid,  and  the  Government,  in  t 
determination  to  sink  the  fiscal  que) 
for  a  period  of  years.     I  agree  with  al! 
has  been  said  of  the  Vice-President  o* 
Executive  Council  by  Senator  Givens. 
is  a  hard  thing  to  say,  but  I  must 
fess  that  the  honorable  and  learned 
man  deserves  the  whole  of  the  cmdR 
tion  heaped  upon  him.     His  careei 
Queensluid  was  that  of  a  democrat, 
years  he  kept  the  flag  of  a  White  < 
tralia  flying,  when  that  pc^y  was  1 
unpopular  with  the  classes  with  whi«i 
is  now  allied.     To  me  the  subj^ 
painful  «ie,  and,  therefwe,  I  do  not 
pose  to  pursue  it.    The  present  Mini 
claim  thai,  in  carrying  on  the  Go\-emi 
of  the  Commonwealth,  they  adopt  a  me 
whidi  is  qwte  different  from  that  ado 
by  members  of  the  Labour  Party.  1 
point  to  the  caucus,  and  to  the  pttr 
given  by  members  of  the  Labour  Pj 
as  proof  that  our  methods  ought  to  he 
pised  and  condemned  by  every  right  tli 
mg  persMi  in  the  onnmunify.    I  mar  si 
and  I  am  sure  that  most  honorable  seni 
who  know  anything  about  the  history 
the  Labour  Party  will  agree  with  me-j 
if  the  m«nbers  of  other  political  ori:r<] 
tions  had  only  discharge  their  dutj 
the  people  of  Australia,  the  Labour  I 
would  never  have  made  its  appearanc 
politics.   The  fact  is  that  we  wcr*  • 
pelled  to  adopt  our  present  metho>; 
keep  certain  gttitlemen  up  to  the  ' 
scratch. 
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Frenwith. — It  fails  everv  time. 
HIGGS.— It  does  rot  fail.  Of 
e  are  some  instances  in  which 
iio  sign  pledges  break  them,  but 
J  the  adoption  of  the  pledge  and 
ation  of  a  political  programme 
:ect  of  keeping  out  of  politics  a 
men  who  would  sell  the  people 

occasion.  A  great  deal  has 
y  the  party  at  present  in  power 
ur  caucus.    Our  caucus  method, 

freedom  itself  compared  with 
Reid  and  his  party.  No  mem- 
Labour  Party  has  any  diffidence 
a  caucus  meeting  to  give  expree- 
views,  but  if  report  be  true,  the 
\Q  attend  the  caucuses  convened 
ae  Minister  dare  not  open  their 
his  afternoon  we  have  an  exam- 
in  the  silence  of  honorable  sena- 
e.  Senator  Matheson  alone  has 
I  then  only  by  way  of  explana- 
ne  it  is  evident  that  Mr.  Reid 
an  edict  that  members  of  his 
i  Chamber  are  not  to  speak,  with 
m  of  the  leader  of  the  Senate, 
nake  a  few  observations  in  ex- 
f  his  views.  I  desire  to  place 
I  the  political  pledge  which  the 

the  Labour  Party  are  required 
[t  reads — 

ledge  myself  not  to  oppose  the  can- 
id  by  the  recognised  political  Labour 
and,  if  elected,  to  do  my  utmost 
:be  principles  embodied  ia  the  Fede- 
latform,  and  on  all  questions  afFect- 
:ora,  to  vote  as  a  majority  of  the 
y  Party  may  decide  at  a  duly  con- 
is  meeting. 

DuMONS. — Where  can  I  obtain 
hat  pledge? 

HIGGS.— The  platform  of  the 
■ty  is  published  in  the  Queens- 
rr  every  week.  This  particular 
rs  only  to  the  Federal  platform, 
drawn  up  in  Sydney  in  Decem- 
)y  a  conference  of  delegates  re- 
he  labour  political  organizations 
the  Commonwealth.  Those  or- 
are  open  to  any  barrister  or  busi- 
)r,  indeed,  to  any  person  in  the 
who  cares  to  pay  a  shilling  per 
Tiere  is  the  restriction  upon  free- 
ech  or  individual  liberty  under 
□stances  ? 

Gray. — Do  they  nof  agree  to 
ny  action  of  the  caucus  after- 

HIGGS.— No.  I  will  tell  the 
enatm  what  may  happen. 


Senator  Dobson. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor will  give  the  Labour  Party  away  in  a 
minute. 

Senator  HIGGS. — Senator  Dobson  ob- 
jects to  the  true  position  of  affairs  being 
explained.  If  any  member  of  the  Labour 
Party  thinks  that  sufficient  progress  is  not 
being  made  in  a  certain  direction  he  can 
ventilate  his  opinion  at  the  caucus.  If  a 
majority  are  of  opinion  that  the  rapid  pas- 
sage of  any  Bill  should  be  urged — the  Arbi- 
tration Bill,  for  example — its  leader  conveys 
that  wish  to  the  proper  authorities  in  a  re 
spectful  way.  That  is  all  the  pressure  that 
has  been  brought  to  bear  upon  any  Govern- 
ment bv  the  Labour  Party  at  any  time  in  its 
career. 

Senator  Dobson. — Are  not  members  of 
the  Labour  Party  bound  by  the  decision  of 
the  majority  ? 

Senator  HIGGS. — ^The  honorable  senator 
has  something  in  his  mind  that  does  not 
exist  in  reality.  We  are  not  bound  by  any- 
thing save  the  planks  of  the  platform  to 
which  I  have  referred ;  but  we  are  bound 
to  do  our  best  to  get  those  planks  embodied 
in  the  legislation  of  the  Commonwealth. 
What  is  there  in  that  pledge  which  would 
make  it  derogatory  for  any  honorable  sena- 
tor to  sign  it  ? 

Senator  Gray. — Was  there  not  a  meeting 
of  the  Labour  Party  held  in  reference  to 
the  drought? 

Senator  HIGGS.— The  honorable  sena- 
tor who  is  making  so  many  irrelevant  inter- 
jections is  a  free-trader,  but  nevertheless  he 
declined  to  sanction  the  remission  of  the 
dutv  upon  fodder  which  was  intended  for 
starving  stock.  As  he  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  great  free-trade  party  in 
New  South  Wales,  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  he  is  going  to  flout  the  wishes  of 
the  176,000  electors  who  voted  for  him, 
because  he  was  a  free-trader,  by  sinking 
for  a  time  the  fiscal  issue. 

Senator  Gray. — If  the  honorable  senator 
will  pardon  me,  I  will  tell  him  

Senator  HIGGS. — I  caimot  allow  the 
honorable  senator  to  interrupt  me  at  this 
stage. 

Senator  Gray. — Then  I  can  onlv  say  that 
what  the  honorable  senator  said  is  not  in 
keeping  with  my  remarks. 

Senator  HIGGS. — I  signed  the  Labour 
platform,  and  the  Labour  pledge,  and  have 
never  felt  myself  any  less  a  man  because 
I  did  sa  It  is,  after  all,  a  purely  busi- 
ness transaction.  If  a  candidate  advocates 
certain  legislation,  and  wishes  to  represent 
the  Labour  Party,  he  is  invited  to  put  his 
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signature  to  a  document,  embodying  the 
principles  of  the  party,  so  that  if  at  any 
time  he  go  back  on  them,  the  party  will  be 
able  to  confront  him  with  it.  If  an  honor- 
able senator  called  on  Senator  Walker,  as 
a  director  of  the  Bank  of  New  South 
Wales,  and  sought  to  obtain  a  small  loan 
from  the  institution,  he  would  find  that  he 
could  not  secure  it  tinless  he  were  prepared 
to  attach  his  signature  to  a  document,  set- 
ting forth  that  he  would  repay  the  amount. 
If  that  be  necessary,  surely  it  is  equally 
necessary  that  candidates  for  election  to 
Parliament,  as  representatives  of  a  party, 
should  be  asked  to  put  their  signatures  to 
the  platform  which  they  propose  to  support? 
In  order  to  show  that  all  the  taJk  about  want 
of  dignity  shown  in  signing  a  platform  is 
mere  sham  and  hypocrisy,  I  would  remind 
the  Senate  that  the  Governor-General  would 
not  accept  the  word  of  the  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney,  when  he  called 
upon  him  to  form  a  Government.  He  re- 
quired him,  as  well  as  every  other  member 
of  the  Ministry,  to  take  an  oath  or  make 
an  affirmation,  far  more  drastic  than  any- 
thing demanded  of  a  labour  candidate,  to 
the  following  effect: — 

I,  George  Houston  Reid,  being  chosen  and 
admitted  of  His  Majesty's  Executive  Council 
in  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia,  do  swear 
that  I  will,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  at  all 
times  when  thereto  required,  freely  give  mv  coun- 
sel and  advice  to  the  Goremor-General  for  the 
time  being  for  the  good  management  of  the  pub- 
lic affairs  of  the  said  Commonwealth ;  that  I  will 
not  directly  or  indirectly  reveal  such  matters  as 
shall  be  debated  in  Council  and  committed  to  my 
secresy,  but  that  I  will  in  all  things  be  a  true 
and  faithful  councillor.    So  help  me  God. 

Did  the  Prime  Minister,  or  any  other  mem- 
ber of  the  Executive  Council,  think  that 
there  was  anything  undignified  in  taking 
that  oath?  If  there  was  not,  why  is  there 
something  that  is  tO'  be  deprecated  in  the 
action  of  a  Member  of  Parliament  putting 
his  signature  to  a  paper  setting  forth 
a  seHes  of  principles,  and  pledging 
himself  to  advocate  those  principles,  and 
do  his  best  to  place  them  on  the  statute- 
book?  I  dd  not  know  whether  the  Go- 
vernor-General was  specially  glad  to  obtain 
Mr.  Reid's  signature  to  the  oath  which  I 
have  just  read,  or  whether  he  gave  the  mat- 
ter any  thought — and  I  do  not  use  the  Go- 
vet  r.or-General's  name  in  any  disrespectful 
sense — but  any  one  who  is  familiar  with  the 
present  Prime  Minister's  political  career  must 
recognise  that  such  an  oath  was  certainly 
necessary  from  him.  I  have  taken  a  con- 
siderable interest  in  the  Prime  Minister's 
career. 

Senator  Higgt. 


Senator  Gray. — The  honorable  senate 
seems  to  know  little  about  him.  [ 
Senator  HIGGS. — I  hare  before  me 
report  of  a  speech  which  he  rnxde  at  'loj 
woomba  in  March,  1901,  when  this  grd 
leader  of  the  Free-trade  Party,  in  addres| 
ih^^  the  electors  of  a  protectionist  consi 
tuency,  said- 
He  was  a  free-trader  himself,  but  he  tbsug 
they  must  all  recognise  that  in  the  majohlv  ■ 
the  States  protection  existed,  and  that  lo  tir : 
in  a  Free-trade  Tariff  would  dislocate  the  wh^ 
of  the  industry  and  commerce  of  the  Coicir.-i 
wealth.  Existmg  rights  must  be  respected,  i: 
whatever  was  done  mtist  be  done  gradoally  v. 
carefully,  and  with  due  regard  for  the  best  1 
terests  of  the  whole  Australian  people. 
Mr.  Barton  had  stated,  it  was  probable  th:.:  I 
Federal  Tariff  would  be  more  like  the  exifl: 
Tariff  of  Queensland  than  like  the  Tariff  of  1 
of  the  other  States.  There  must  be  no 
wasted  in  abstract  discussion  on  the  relative  rati 
of  free-track  and  protection  imtU  they  h 
gained  some  experience  of  the  working'  of 
Federal  Tariff,  after  which  they  would  be  bet 
able  to  judge  what  the  permanent  imifoim  1a 
ought  to  be. 

That  h  an  extract  from  a  speech  mad<! 
March,  1901 ;  but  at  the  Melbourne  T( 
Hall,  on  iith  October,  1902,  when  adu'.£ 
ing  a  particularly  well-dressed  audien 
whom  he  said  were  being  ruined  bv  1 
policy  of  protection,  he  stated,  in  referri 
to  the  Tariff,  that— 

So  ashamed  were  the  Protectionists  at  thcrfi 
of  their  great  victory  that  they  wouTd  not  o«i. 
He  fully  believed  that  if  he  adopted  the  pal 
of  letting  the  Tariff  alone  for  a  few  yeari 
could  get  a  considerable  number  of  votes  bo:!' 
side  and  outside  the  Federal  Parliament;  but  l 
was  not  the  way  in  which  he  desired  to  an 
public  life.  (Cheers.)  If  he  had  made  one  th 
more  clear  than  another  it  was  that  fae  had  -is 
vincible  repugnance  to  measures  of  that  de»ci 
tion.    If  the  power  came  in  faia  hands — 

And  I  would  draw  the  particular  attenti 
of  Senator  Drake  to  this  sent^ice — 

he  would  not  rest  until  the  Tariff  of  Auitr^ 
was  based  upon  sound  principles. 

Those  sound  principles,  as  we  know  frj 
a  review  of  the  Prime  Minister's  care 
consist  of  the  raising  of  the  revenue  mtw 
by  way  of  duties  on  stimulants  and  ni 
cotics  and  the  removal  of  duties  of  ai 
kind  that  are  likely  to  protect  the  industri 
of  the  Commonwealth.  Having  said  tB 
if  the  power  came  into  his  hands  he  wcj 
not  rest  until  he  introdtKed  a  free-trai 
policy  for  the  Conmonwealth,  the  rid 
honorable  gentleman,  for  scHne  reason! 
other,  is  now  prepared  to  abandcm  all  j 
political  principles,  and,  if  necessan-. 
sink  free-trade  a  hundred  fathcmis  dtJ 
Honorable  senators  will  therefore  see.  fr 
a  review  of  these  inddents  in  the  Pri 
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^reer,  how  very  necessary  it 
e  took  office,  to  obtain  from  him 
he  would  be  loyal  to  the  prin- 
are  at  tlie  root  of  responsible 
He  was  just  as  willing  last 
er  into  an  alliance  with  the 
y  as  Mr.  Deakin  was  this  year, 
the  life  of  the  Barton-Deakin 
Dn.      Had  the  Labour  Party 
>le,  the  present  Prime  Minister 
been  perfectly  willing  to  make 
ith  us  on  the  same  lines  as  those 
has  combined  with  the  Ccmi- 
ig  of  the  Protectionist  Party. 
:  held  in  the  Town  Hall,  Syd- 
December,  1902,  he  said — 

m  all  know,  intimate  .and  friendly 
the  Labour  Party  of  New  South 
;  five  years  whilst  I  was  Prime 
.    I    never    mind   the  caucus 
.  my  road.     We  had  five  yean 
alliance.    .    .    .    But  I  do  not 
r   William    McMillan    about  the 
I  lay  that  as  long  as  they  go  my 
all  right. 

les  disclose  the  political  cha- 
gentleman  which  is  at  the  head 
ministration  of  the  Common- 
tiose  are  the  principles  which 
t  honorable  gentleman,  anJ 
r  10  be  satisfactory  to  honor- 

who  have  changed  their  seals 
s  Smith,  Matheson,  Best,  and 
lis  coalition,  to  me,  is  a  most 

one,  which  one  could  hardly 
ble  in  a  democracy  like  that 

DoBSON. — "Anything  is  pos- 
Tiocracy." 

HIGGS.  —  Senator  O'Keefe 
e  question  of  State  representa- 
listry  appears  to  be  a  combina- 
inservative  elements  of  Victoria 
tuth  Wales  against  the  demo- 
\ustralia.  The  other  four 
1  are,  to  a  very  great  extent, 
ire  simply  ignored  by  the 
:er.     It  is  a  matter  of  satis- 

of  the  Labour  Party  to  know 
e  of  things  cannot  last.  The 
ustralia  are  bound  to  see  the 

combination — to  see  the  inde- 
shonesty  of  it — and  when  the 
;mment  and  their  supporters 
the  constituencies,  as  they  will 
■ter,  the  people  will  have  a 
press  their  opinion.  I  must 
do  not  think  Mr.  Reid  has 
if  very  astute  in  his  selection 

;  and  some  members  of  this 
e  a  right  to  complain.    I  can-  I 


not  understand  how  Mr.  Reid  came  to  ig< 
nore  a  gentleman  who  has  fought  his  bat- 
tles in  this  Senate,  a  gentleman  in  support 
of  whom  some  200,000  electors  in  New 
South  Wales  went  to  the  poll.  I  refertoSena- 
tor  Neild,  and  I  cannot  understand  why 
Mr.  Reid  should  have  passed  over  that  gen- 
tleman in  favour  of  Senator  Drake,  who,  I 
am  satisfied,  is  acceptable  neither  to  the 
democracy  of  Queensland,  nor  to  the 
commercial  classes  whom,  I  believe, 
Mr.  Reid  thinks  he  is  satisfy- 
ing by  his  selection.  I  do  not 
know  how  Senator  demons  feels.  I 
know  that  the  speeches  which  he 
made  from  this  side,  when  Senator 
O'Connor  and  Senator  Drake  were  in 
charge  of  the  business,  expressed,  in 
very  strong  terms,  his  admiration  for 
Senator  Drake !  In  fact,  Senator 
demons'  appearance  this  afternoon, 
and  the  appearance  of  the  leader  of  the 
Senate,  the  Attorney-General,  prove  that 
neither  feels  very  comfortable  in  his  pre- 
sent position.  We  know  that  politics  make 
us  acquainted  with  strange  bed-fellows; 
but  I  am  sure  that  the  present  position 
must  be  to  those  gentlemen  absolutely  too 
exasperating  for  expression. 

Senator  WALKER  (New  South  Wales). 
— I  am  surprised  that  it  should  be  sup- 
posed for  a  single  moment  that  there  is  a 
gag  put  upon  honorable  senators.  I  am 
a  perfectly  independent  supporter  of  the 
present  Government ;  and  I  congratulate 
the  country  on  a  coalition  Administration 
composed  of  a  large  proportion  of 
the  talents  of  Parliament.  I  also  desire 
to  congrat\i!ate  the  late  Ministry  on  having 
made  a  good  record.  I  am  no  admirer 
as  you,  Mr.  President,  know,  of  the 
views  of  the  Labour  Party ;  but  the  late 
Prime  Minister,  and  the  late  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council  discharged 
their  official  duties  admirably.  I  think 
the  record  of  the  Labour  Government  goes 
to  show  that  the  Labour  Party  has  suffi- 
cient ability  amongst  them  to  conduct  an 
Administration,  as  well,  probably,  as  could 
the  members  of  any  other  party. 

Senator  O'Keefe. — Has  the  honorable 
senator  anything  to  say  against  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  late  Government? 

Senator  WALKER.— I  am  not  called 
upon  a/  present  to  go  into  details;  but  I 
may  say  that  I  have  a  personal  regard  for 
each  member  of  the  late  Government.  Sena- 
tor Givens  delivered  a  powerful  philippic 
against  my  good  friend  Senator  Drake,  the 
present  Vice-President  of  the  Executive 
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Council.  I  was  one  who  took  an  active 
part  in  the  Federation  movement  in  da}'S 
gone  by,  and  I  know  that  Senator  Drake 
was  alwavs  a  good  federati«iist.  I  heard 
the  h(Hiorable  and  leameS  senator  deliver 
an  admir^le  address  in  the  Town  Hall, 
Sydney,  in  1899,  on  the  question,  and  I 
have  always  entertained  a  great  regard  for 
him,  although,  in  the  matter  of  fiscal  policy, 
we  are  as  opposite  as  the  poles.  When 
there  is  a  common  danger  before  the  public, 
parties  have  a  perfect  right  to  coalesce 
against  that  danger. 

Senator  Givens. — What  is  the  common 
danger? 

Senator  WALKER.— I  consider  that  at 
the  present  time  there  is  a  great  danger 
of  Socialism.  I  do  not  think  there  is 
a  str(»iger  free-trader  than  I  am  myself; 
and,  in  my  opinicHi,  the  free-traders  are 
perfectly  ccxisistent  in  their  action,  in 
the  face  of  such  a  common  danger 
as  generally  unites  persons  who  at 
other  times  do  not  see  eye  to  eye.  Cer- 
tain honorable  senators  opposite  are  fond 
of  preaching  on  the  word  "  democracy," 
somewhat  like  the  old  woman  who  saw 
great  virtue  in  the  "  blessed  word  Mesopo- 
tamia." The  idea  of  those  honorable 
senators  seems  to  be  that  they  have  only 
to  sp«dc  the  word  "democracy"  in  order 
to  settle  everything.  On  our  side  of  the 
House  we  are  Liberals.  We  do  not  call 
ourselves  Democrats;  indeed,  I  regard  the 
word  democrat  as  always  a  doubtful  com- 
pliment Pure  democracy  is  an  exrel- 
lent  thing,  but  we  do  not  see  it  in  its  purity 
out  here.  One  point  was,  I  think,  made 
with  some  force  by  Senator  O'Keefe.  I 
am  quite  sure  that,  although  we  are  Federal- 
ists, it  is  desirable,  other  things  being  equal, 
that  each  State  should  be  represented  in  the 
Ministry. 

Senator  O'Eeefe. — ^That  is  aH  I  ask. 

Senator  WALKER.— I  can  quite  under- 
stand that  representatives  of  Tasmania  and 
Western  Australia  must  feel  swnewhat  sore 
because  thev  are  not  represented  in  the 
present  Ministry.  As  a  supporter  of  the 
Government,  I  hope  the  matter  will  be 
seriously  ctmsidered,  and  that  representa- 
tives of  those  two  States  will  be  appointed 
honorary  Ministers.  It  was  understood 
that  there  had  to  be  three  Ministers  in  the 
Senate,  a  resolntioi  to  that  effect  having 
been  passed.  I  believe,  unanimously.  But 
here  we  are  in  the  same  position  as  before, 
with  onlv  two  Ministers  in  this  Chamber. 
I  hope  that  when  the  Government  do  ap- 
wint  two  honorary  Ministers  to  represent 


Tasmania  and  Western  Australia,  they  v 
be  selected  in  this  Chamber,  where  th< 
is  plenty  of  material  to  choose  fnxn.  Sei 
tor  Pearce  made  some  allusion  to  the  cliin 
of  Queensland,  as  though  it  were  imp 
sible  for  people  to  go  there  without  W. 
scorched.  Senator  Givens,  howerer.  i 
certify  that  winter  in  Northern  Quce 
land  provide^  prcbably,  the  most  perf 
climate  in  the  wwld. 

Senator  McGregok. — That  is  what  Se 
tor  Pearce  said. 

Senator  WALKER.  —  But  Sena 
Pearce  seems  to  think  that  Senator  N' 
was  inconsistent  in  going  to  Queenslao'l 
his  health,  that  senator  ha\'ing  spoktn 
favour  of  the  employment  of  kanaka 
hour.  It  is  perfectly  consistent  iot  zat 
tor  to  be  in  favair  of  regulated  kan 
labour,  and  yet  to  be  of  opinicm  that  No 
em  Queensland  is  a  good  place  for  v 
men  to  visit  during  the  winter  months. 

Senator  Gitens. — The  climate  of  ^ 
thern  Queensland  in  sununer  is  someri 
cooler  than  that  of  Melbourne  in  sunu 

Senator  WALKER.— The  late  Gov 
ment  was  composed  of  four  free-tra' 
and  four  protectionists,  and  the  pTV 
Government  is  composed  of  the  two  ■ 
ties  in  like  proportion.  Yet  homw: 
senators  opposite  find  fault  with  the  Pi 
Minister  on  that  account. 

Senator  de  Largie. — The  Labour  P 
is  not  a  fiscal  party. 

Senator  WALKER.  —  The  honor 
senator  knows  perfectly  well  that  there 
staunch  free-traders  within  the  \jA 
Party. 

Senator  de  Lasgie. — It  is  not  a  \ 
question  with  us. 

Senator  WALKER.— The  Labour  P 
dare  not  make  the  fiscal  question  a  \ 
question,  because  it  would  split  the  p 
up.  The  Labour  Party  unite  for  one 
ject,  and  sink  the  fiscal  question;  anrl 
th^  blame  the  other  side  f<x  donn^ 
similar  thing.  Members  of  the  Lit 
Party  are  not  "  game  "  to  say  whether  ' 
are  free-traders  or  protectionists ;  thev  i 
the  fiscal  issue,  and  then  blame  the  -I 
side,  as  I  say,  for  doing  the  same  '''i 
But  the  other  side  are  determined  to  i 
the  Labour  Party  at  the  polls.  U> 
anti- Socialists.  We  believe  in  'I 
vidualism — in  allowing  every  one  to  us-; 
abilities  to  rise  as  high  as  he  can  in 
world.  The  system  of  h(xiorable  sen.] 
opposite  is  to  pull  down.  n'<r  j 
build  up.  I  h<^  that  my  remarks  I 
be  taken,  not  unlundly.     Fersooally.  1 
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x»rd  to  the  present  Government 
ndent  support,  but    I    am  not 
wallow  my  free-trade  principles, 
issue  has  been  sunk  by  honor- 
jrs  opposite,  and  there  is  no  rea- 
should  not  be  sunk  by  the  sup- 
the  Government.    Once  more  I 
te  the  Senate  on  being  led  by 
,mon,  who  has  an  excellent  lieu- 
Senator  Drake. 

DE  LARGIE  (Western  Austra- 
this  is  the  only  opportunity  we 
to  have  to  say  a  word  or  two  in 
ind  congratulation  of  the  new 
It,  I  wish  to  remark  that  per- 
entertain  a  respect  for  the  two 
ives  of  the  Ministry  in  the  Sen- 
1  certain  that  every  member  of 
.  on  personal  grounds,  shares  that 
I  respect  them  because  of  the 
which  they  have  always  con- 
imselves  as  members  of  the 
id  because  of  the  way  in  which 
stood  up  for  the  principles  on 
y  were  elected  to  Parliament, 
we  turn  from  personal  considera- 
bave  regard  to  the  somersault 
acently  been  performed  in  order 
two  direct  opposites  on  the  fiscal 
light  come  together  in  a  Govem- 
link  that  any  honest  free-trader 
mist,  or  any  honest  politician,  no 
ffhat  school  he  may  belong,  can- 
anything  but  disgust.  I  am 
see  that  two  gentlemen,  for 
have  had  so  much  respect, 
nd  themselves  to  be  parties 
lination  which,  I  am  sure,  will 
esult  politically  of  burying  them 
>re  in  the  eyes  of  the  democracy 
ia.  I  do  not  complain  that  the 
Government  has  been  brought 
nee.  It  suits  the  party  to  which 
idmirably.  Never  in  the  history 
bour  Party,  I  believe,  has  any- 
1  place  that  will  work  so  directly 
efit  in  the  long  run  as  the  forma- 
e  present  Government.  By  this 
>f  events  all  the  hopeless  conser- 
:  put  into  one  camp.  That  in  it- 
have  the  effect  of  causing  any 
ting  democrat  to  go  over  to  the 

Fraser. — We  believe  in  working 
iiefit  of  the  whole  people. 

DE  LARGIE.— We  believe  in 
jr  the  democracy-. 

Fraser. — So  do  we. 

DE  LARGIE.— The  honorable 
vho  interjects,  has  in  the  past 


worked  only  for  the  benefit  of  a  small  per- 
centage of  the  people,  and  has  been  suc- 
cessful in  throwing  dust  in  the  eyes  of  a 
very  large  section  of  the  electors. 

Senator  Sir  William  Zeal. — That  is 
what  the  honorable  senator  is  doing  now. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— Our  policy  has 
always  been  open  and  straightforward. 
There  is  nothing  which  we  have  advocated 
on  the  public  platform  but  we  have  been 
manly  enough  to  endeavour  to  carry  it  out 
in  Parliament. 

Senator  Sir  William  Zeal. — This  is 
very  manly — abuse  of  opponents  I 

Senator  Fraser. — It  is  very  manly ;  if 
I  were  the  honorable  senator's  age  I  would 
asrk  him  to  come  outside. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  hope  that  if 
Senator  Fraser  intends  to  take  criticism 
in  that  spirit,  he  certainly  will  select  some 
one  who  is  more  nearly  his  own  age.  What- 
ever policy  I  have  advocated  on  the  public 
platform  I  have  always  endeavoured  to  have 
cairied  out  in  legislation. 

Senator  Sir  William  Zeal. — The  honor- 
able senator  should  refrain  from  making 
attacks  on  others. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — I  am  attacking 
their  political  practices,  and  I  am  entitled 
to  do  that  just  as  the  honorable  senator  has 
done  on  many  occasions. 

Senator  Sir  William  Zeal. — I  have 
never  done  it. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— We  have  had 
sufficient  exhibitions  from  Senator  Zeal  to  be 
reminded  of  what  he  has  done  in  this  Cham- 
ber. It  is  of  no  use  for  him  to  apologize 
now ;  it  is  too  late  in  the  day. 

Senator  Sir  William  Zeal. — I  do  not 
apologize  to  the  honorable  senator. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  do  not  find 
fault  with  Senator  Zeal,  because  I  believe 
he  is  a  consistent  Conservative.  He  has 
always  been  manly  and  straightforward  in 
the  Senate. 

Senator  Sir  William  Zeal. — The  honor- 
able senator  is  an  inconsistent  Conservative. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  never  thought 
that  I  should  be  accused  of  endeavouring 
to  sail  under  the  colours  of  a  Conservative. 
But  what  I  do  find  fault  with  is  that  hon- 
orable senators  who  hold  liberal  opinions 
should  now  be  sitting  cheek  by  jowl  with 
Conservatives.  Take  the  remarks  made  a 
few  evenings  ago  by  Senator  Fraser.  We 
find  him  congratulating  his  associates  on  the 
fact  that  Mr.  George  Reid  and  Mr.  Allan 
McLean,  who  "  were  to  be  depended  upon,'* 
were  members  of  the  present  Government. 
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Senator  Eraser. — Certainly;  I  say  so 
now. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— How  does  the 
honorable  senator  make  that  remark  fit  in 
with  his  i2th  of  July  orations?  Fancy 
Senator  Eraser  saying  that  Mr.  Allan 
McLean  is  a  man  to  be  trusted  ! 

Senator  Eraser. — Certainly. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— That  gives  the 
honorable  senator's  whole  case  away.  If — 
judging  from  his  past  history  and  the  tac- 
tics whidi  he  has  hitherto  pursued — there 
is  any  thing  that  is  likely  to  injure  his 
policy  it  is  statements  of  that  kind  from 
a  gentleman  of  his  status.  The  honorable 
senator,  as  every  one  knows,  when  the  Wat- 
son Government  came  into  (^ce,  became  ill. 
He  was  laid  up  with  influenza.  But  since 
the  Watson  Government  has  been  out  of 
office  he  has  been  nearly  insane  with  de- 
light. Therefore  we  can  excuse  his  little 
exhibition  this  afternoon.  I  repeat  that, 
personally,  I  am  quite  satisfied  with  the 
turn  that  affairs  have  taken.  I  am  sure 
that  I  am  on  the  winning  side.  I  face  the 
situation  knowing  full  well  that  ultimately 
events  will  turn  in  favour  of  the  party  to 
which  I  belong.  But  what  I  object  to  is 
the  attitude  of  men  of  Senator  Dobson's 
type  towards  that  party.  Ever  since 
iSt.  Watson,  who  was  formerly  a 
compositor,  and  Senator  McGregor,  who 
was  a  good  old  OMnmon  labourer,  with  their 
hobnail  boots,  obtruded  themselves  into  the 
Executive  Council  chamber,  these  so-called 
superior  individuals  have  been  addressing 
women's  political  leagues,  employers'  fede- 
rations, and  kindred  associations,  and  have 
taken  advantage  of  every  opportunity  to 
decrv  these  men  occupying  such  posi- 
tions. No  doubt  the  honorable  senator  now 
congratulates  himself  that  these  dangerous 
men,  as  he  would  call  themj  are  out  of 
office.  Not  only  has  be  been  making  such 
remarks  about  the  Labour  Party  in  Parlia- 
ment, but  he  has  felt  impelled  to  make  at- 
tacks upon  a  gentleman  who  is  not  here  to 
defend  himself.  At  one  of  his  meetings 
Senator  Dobson  made  the  following  remarks 
concerning  Mr.  Tom  Mann.    He  said — 

The  stupid,  wicked,  ideas  of  Tom  Mann,  and 
the  Political  Labour  Party  were  already  causing 
a  great  deal  of  misery. 

That  was  one  of  his  statements  before  one 
of  those  afternoon  tea-meetings  of  well-fed 
and  well*groomed  dames  from  up  Toorak 
way.  I  have  no  doubt,  also,  although  the 
newspapers  did  not  report  his  remarks,  that 
Senator  Dobson  trotted  out  the  old  wheeze 
about  free  1o\*e,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing, 


for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  innocent  wMne 
to  whom  he  was  speaking,  and  who  kne 
no  better.  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  sens 
out  to  them  the  old  hog-wash  about  tl 
violation  of  the  sanctity  of  the  mania) 
tie. 

Senator  Dobson. — Absolutely  untrue. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— When  we  fii 
that  the  man  who  makes  statements  of  tk 
kind,  and  talks  of  the  "stupid,  widi 
ideas  of  Tom  Mann,"  is  an  hcHiorable  ai 
learned  senator  who  introduced  in  d 
Chamber  an  outrageous  and  irreligia 
Divorce  Bill,  it  is  enough  

Senator  Dawson. — To  make  the  angi 
w^eep. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — ^As  Send 
Dawson  says,  it  is  enough  to  make  anf 

weep. 

Senator  Dobson. — ^The  honorable  «n 
tor  will  accept  my  statement  that  I  na 
referred  to  that  phase  of  SocialiaD  at  a 
and  I  advised  the  women's  o^ann 
tions  to  drop  it,  on  the  ground  that  me 
bers  of  the  honorable  smatOT*s  party  b 
repudiated  it. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— Does  the  h<^ 
able  and  learned  senator  deny  that  he  m 
the  words  that  he  is  reported  to  have  ua 
when  he  spoke  of  the  wicked  and  stuf 
ideas  of  Tom  Mann? 

Senator  Dobson. — That  was  a  refera 
to  Mr.  Mann's  proposal  to  tax  people  out 
their  property.      In  my  opinion,  that 
wicked  and  unjust. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — I  have  U 
some  more  of  the  honorable  and  leani 
senator's  statements,  which  were  made  at 
meeting  of  contractors.  It  will  l-e  n 
ticed  that  the  honorable  and  learned  w-n 
tor  is  very  careful  in  the  selection  of  t 
company  to  whom  he  says  these  things.  \ 
is  reported  in  to-day's  Age  to  have  said- 
Politics  would  be  purified,  and  they  would  < 
velop  into  a  higher  and  aobler  nationhood. 

Fancy  Senator  Dobson  talking  of  "a  hi^t 
and  nobler  nationhood !" 

But  this  could  not  be  done  if  the  Libu 
Party  went  to  the  falsehood  of  extremes  * 
called  by  the  term  "blacklegs"  those  wh< 
coosciencei  would  not  allow  them  to  agree  «' 

it. 

"  The  falsehood  of  extremes."  I  knnw 
no  political  party  that  has  tried  to  rise 
higher  ideals  in  politics  than  has  the  Lal>o 
Party.  There  is  one  thing  which  we  ■:. 
say  in  our  praise,  and  that  is  that,  no  ni- 
ter who  may  have  attempted  to  drag  us  fr-- 
the  straight  path  of  the  policy  we  half  i' 
before  the  country,  ratljer  than  remain 
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ke  any  temporary  advantage 
ce  offered  us  in  that  way, 
Iways  refused  it  Had  we 
lang  on  to  the  sweets  of  oflSce 

1  the  methods  adopted  to  bring 
^resent  coaliticm  Government,  I 
bt  that  the  Labour  Government 
remained  in  office  for  a  very 
If  we  had  been  willing  to  de- 
nciples,  and  practically  to  sell 
lave  no  doubt  we  could  have  re- 
[Sce  as  long  as  we  chose.  But 
>e!l  our  principles  for  the  flesh- 

we  consented  to  go  out,  and 
le  down  with  the  flag  flying, 
continue  in  oflice  to  the  disgrace 

0  which  we  belong.  What  I  can- 
nd  is,  that  we  should  find  men 
een  fighting  for  a  particular 
alism  for  so  long,  and  whose 
has  been  the  only  reason  for 
:e  as  a  political  party,  so  ready 

principles  aside.  F  ree-trade 
has  been  the  one  solitary  plank 
form,  and  when  that  has  been 
pped,  there  is  no  apparent  rea- 

existence  as  a  political  party, 
their  opposition  to  the  Labour 
is  too  so<Mi  to  criticise  the 

2  coalition  Government.  We 
their    policy    no    doubt  in 

But  I  hope  that  if  they  in- 

1  by  their  principle  of  opposi- 
^abour  Platform,  they  will  be 
jh  not  to  follow  the  Labour 
>  submit  a  policy  in  direct  op- 
.  We  shall  then  have  a  straight 
before  the  country  on  which  a 
lent  may  be  elected,  and  we 
ether  the  country  will  tolerate 
vocate  free-trade  on  the  hust- 
e  prepared  to  sink  that  prin- 
ley  enter  Parliament,  and  men 
d  as  strong  protectionists,  are 
sink  their  protectionist  prin- 
ire  office.  Our  party  has  never 
etence  of  being  a  fiscal  party. 

both  fiscal  beliefs  belong  to 
Party,  and  fiscalism  has  never 
the  vital  planks  of  the  Labour 
I  hope  that  when  the  Govern- 
forward  their  policy,  we  shall 
ht-out  opposition  to  our  policy, 
reat  cry  about  anti- Social  ism ; 
inti-Socialism  proposed  from 
e  in  opposition  to  the  Labour 
I  shall  hail  such  an  an- 
is  being  in  the  best  interests 

to  which  I  belong,  if  it  be 
lat  that  party  should  be  re- 


turned again  to  power.  I  believe  that  we 
are  on  the  winning  side,  and  that  we  shall 
have  the  flood  oF  public  opinion  with  us 
if  the  party  opposite  are  only  plucky  enough 
to  put  to  the  country  a  policy  of  anti-Social- 
ism apart  from  a  policy  of  free-trade  or 
protection. 

Senator  Fraser. — Then  honorable  sena- 
tors will  have  to  change  the  Tom  Mann 
policy. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — Tom  Mann  is 
changing  politics  too  rapidly  to  suit  the 
honorable  senator. 

Senator  'Dobson. — He  is  doing  the 
classes  more  good  than  anvbodv  else. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— There  has  been 
an  accession  of  members  to  the  Labour 
Party  everywhere  Tom  Mann  has  gone. 
He  has  everywhere  been  successful  in  in- 
creasing our  strength,  and  so  long  as  we 
get  such  admirable  results  from  his  work, 
honorable  senators  may  depend  upon  it  we 
shall  stick  to  Tom  Mann's  methods. 

Senator  Fraser. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  approve  of  him  then  ? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— Most  certainly, 
I  do. 

Senator  Fraser, — Hear,  hear.  We  know 
where  the  honorable  senator  is  now. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— If  Tom  Mann 
only  worked  as  well  for  the  honorable  sena- 
tor as  he  does  for  the  Labour  Party,  I  have 
no  doubt  whatever  that  Senator  F  raser 
would  be  prepared  to  throw  over  all  his 
past  declarations,  and  take  Tom  Mann  to 
his  bosom. 

Senator  Pearce. — Does  Senator  Fraser 
agree  with  Mr.  Walpole's  statements  ? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  might  ask  if 
Senator  Fraser  agrees  with  another  paid 
agitator,  Mr.  Walpole,  a  man  who  so  far 
as  I  have  been  able  to  gather,  is  disseminat- 
ing anything  but  the  truth? 

Senator  McGregor. — Or  with  Seibright  ? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  do  not  think 
that  Senator  Fraser  can  approve  of  Mr. 
Seibright,  because  he  is  one  of  the  paid 
agitators  whom  the  conservatives  of  Wcn- 
ern  Australia  have  been  very  glad  to  get 
rid  of.  I  know  that  one  of  the  members 
of  the  Western  Australian  conservative  as- 
sociation, the  so-called  "  National  Political 
League,"  has  said  that  Mr.  Seibright  has 
done  them  more  harm  than  good,  and  that 
they  were  very  glad  to  get  rid  of  him.  We 
must  have  the  policy  of  the  Reid-McLean 
Administration  presented  to  us  before  we 
can  criticise  it,  and  I  hope  for  the  sake  of 
a  straight-out  fight,  which  I  do  not  think 
should  be  delayed  any  longer,  seeing  that 
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there  is  so  much  unanimity  on  the  Govern- 
ment side,  that  it  will  be  a  policy  of  opposi- 
tion to  a  socialistic  policy.  I  think  that  the 
party  opposite  should  be  manly  enough  to 
bring  forward  a  policy  declaring  their  op- 
position to  Socialism,  that  we  may  have  a 
straight-out  issue  submited  to  the  country. 

Senator  Peabce. — No  more  irrigation 
works. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — No  more  irriga- 
tion works,  no  more  butter  bonuses,  and 
a  hundred  and  one  other  measures  advo- 
cated by  some  of  the  party  opposite.  I 
have  been  very  much  disappointed  to  find 
the  two  representatives  of  the  Government 
in  this  Chamber  sitting  tc^ether  as  members 
of  the  same  Administraticni.  I  expected 
better  things  from  them.  I  should  have  been 
delighted  to  see  either  Senator  Symon 
or  Senator  Drake  at  the  head  of  a  Free- 
trade  or  a  Protectionist  Government ;  but 
their  appearance  in  this  Chamber  as  mem- 
bers of  the  same  coalition  Government, 
which  is  neither  one  thing  nor  the  other, 
does  not  add  anything  to  their  political  re- 
putations. 

Senator  Sir  Wiluam  Zeal. — What  was 
the  late  Government?  They  were  half  and 
half.  What  is  Senator  Dawson,  for  in- 
stance ? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— Other  honorable 
senators,  as  well  as  myself,  have  explained 
often  enough  that  fiscalism  is  no  part  of  the 
policy  of  the  Labour  Party. 

Senator  Sh*  Wiluam  Zeal. — Why  not 
concede  the  same  to  the  present  Adminis- 
tration? Why  should  they  not  be  given 
equal  fair  play  ? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— Because  the 
raison  £Hrt  of  their  very  political  existence 
is  fiscalism,  and  they  should  be  consistent  in 
the  advocacy  of  their  principles.  The  last 
Administration  was  formed  by  a  party  ad- 
vocating labour  principles,  apart  from  fis- 
calism. 

Senator  Dawson.— What  does  Senator 
Zeal  think  I  am  ? 

Senator  Sir  Wiluam  Zeal.  —  A  free- 
trader. 

Senator  Dawson. — The  honorable  senator 
is  absolutely  wrong. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  feel  quite  sure 
that  this  Government  cannot  possibly  be  in 
accord  with  the  wish  of  the  electors  of 
Australia,  and  that  fact  will  soon  be  found 
out,  unless  they  are  prepared  to  sink  fiscal- 
ism and  make  no  further  recognition  of  those 
-"-clarations  which  have  so  often  been  made 


here  in  the  past.  Soiator  Symon  has  d 
Glared,  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  that  pi 
tectionists  were  robbers. 

S«iator  Sir  Josiah  Syxok.— Did  I  d 
so  hard  an  expression  as  that? 

Senator  D£  LAKGIE.— The  bonora 
and  learned  smator  used  that  tenn, 
Hansard  will  prove.  A  free-trader  t 
holds  an  opinion  of  that  kind  cannot  p( 
sibly  reconcile  his  associati(xi  with  pnti 
tionist  colleagues  unless  

Senator  Erases. — Against  a  commoa  1 
it  is  quite  justifiable. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— If  that  is  1 
honorable  senator's  policy,  I  can  admire 
I  have  been  satisfied  for  many  yean  d 
the  C(»iservatives  would  be  obliged  to  foil 
thi|t  pdicy,  and  theref(M%  I  have  no  fa 
to  find  with  the  honorable  senator  for  do 
90.  But  I  contend  that  it  is  wrong  for  i 
honorable  senator  who  has  been  dected 
a  free-trader  or  protecticHiist  to  cocnb 
with  those  who  politically  are  opposed 
his  fiscal  faith  to  form  a  Govemni 
without  having  gone  before  the  electors  \ 
gave  him  his  political  existence.  1 
honorable  senator  changed  his  fiscal  coal 
the  last  Parliament.  He  started  the  f 
session  as  a  protectionist,  and  he  end« 
as  a  free-trader. 

Senator  Fkaser. — To  whcxn  does  the  I 
orable  senator  refer? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — I  am  xdta 
to  the  honorable  senator,  who  moKtA 
Address-in-Reply  for  a  protectioniss  I 
vernment,  who  was  recognised  then  at 
protectionist,  and  who  ended  the  fir»c  f 
sion  as  a  free-trader.    I  am  glad  \j 
that  he  is  not  alone  in  that  regard ;  they 
all  in  the  one  boa;t,  so  that  he  is  no  w 
than  the  others. 

Senator  Fuses. — leave  my  vot» 
the  Senate  to  prove  that  tbe  bonoq 
senator's  statements  are  not  coneo.  j 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— Does  the  B 
orable  senator  still  claim  that  he  is  a  d 
tectionist?    (f  he  does,  he  will  have  ta 
vert  the  protectionist  paper  of  this  ft 
his  view,  because  it  has  declared  lime 
again  that  he  has  gone  back  upcn 
fiscal  prirrciple  on  which  he  was  e!dO 
and  that  it  intends  to  deal  with  him  as 
as  he  presents  himself  on  the  public  ] 
form. 

Senator  McGregos. — Did  he  not  |f 
Raid's  caucus  at  the  Grand  Hotel? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — I  do  not  I 
if  he  did,  but  it  was  reported  that  he. 
left  his  fiscal  party,  and  gone  mtt  ifli 
enemy.   That  statement  appeared  in 
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newspaper,  and  if  it  is  wrong, 
rst  time  I  have  heard  that  it  is. 
Gray. — Sir  Edmund  Barton 
iis  Government  was  not  a  pro- 
ivemment. 

)E  LARGIE.— We  shall  not 
It  definitions.  SuflSce  it  to  say, 
lorable  senator  who  interrupts 
time  and  again  that  it  was  a 
policy.  Whether  it  was  an  out- 
tectionist  Government  or  not 
:ter  very  much  at  this  date,  as 
lent  have  gone  to  that  poli- 
ffhich  awaits  the  present  Go- 
fore  very  long.  We  shall  see 
hat  their  policy  is.  I  hope 
T  accord  with  the  sentiments 
Senators  Dobson  and  Fraser — 
>ition  to  the  socialistic  policy — 
[  shall  be  quite  willing  to  abide 
;  when  it  is  presented  to  the 

)OESON  (Tasmania).— I  do 
.ke  part  in  a  debate  which  has 
s  consisted  of  personal  abuse, 
notives,  and  raking  up  of  poli- 
rs,  and  which,  I  think,  has  de- 
^hamber.  I  have  risen  for  the 
E  referring  to  a  grossly  unwar- 
:  which  Senator  de  Largie  has 
cie. 

EABCE. — I  rise  to  order.  The 
d  learned  senator  has  accused 
lators  on  this  side  of  degrad- 
mber.  I  submit  to  you,  sir, 
Ian  of  its  dignity,  that  that  re- 
of  order. 

sIDENT.— I  do  not  think  that 
e  and  learned  senator  ought 
:xpression. 

OBSON.— T  withdraw  the  ex- 
do  not  think  that  the  debate 
for  the  last  two  hours  is  likely 
e  dignity  or  usefulness  of  the 
Dr  do  I  think  that  it  is  likely 
respect  of  even  the  democracy 
Senator  de  Largie  has  made 
jross  attack,  which  he  had  no 
ind  which  I  have  had  reason  to 
more  than  once. 

:  Labgie. — The  honorable  and 
:or  attacked  me. 

OBSON.— The  honorable  sen- 
Lck  anybody  who  attacks  him. 
ack  the  honorable  senator,  but 
n.  If  he  will  only  listen  to 
see  how  grossly  unjust  and 
I  in  attacking  me. 


Senator  de  Largie. — The  honorable  and 
learned  senatcw  attacked  a  man  who  was 
absent. 

Senator  DOBSON.— I  desire,  first  of  all, 
to  speak  on  general  grounds.  Ever  since 
I  took  my  seat  in  the  Senate  several  mem- 
bers of  the  Labour  Party  have  exhibited 
a  happy  knack  of  making  interjections  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  belittling  myself  and 
others,  and  exalting  themselves  in  the 
eyes  of  the  electors.  The  early  pages  of 
Hansard  will  be  found  to  contain  such  ex- 
pressions as  "piebald  Australia,"  "scabs," 
"  blacklegs,"  "  smoogers,"  and  "  you  are 
in  favour  of  a  piebald  Australia."  All  these 
expressions  were  interjected  by  honorable 
senators  in  the  most  irrelevant  way,  and 
presumably  for  the  express  purpose  of  be- 
littling myself  and  others,  and  exalting 
themselves  in  the  minds  of  the  democracy 
of  Australia.  Senator  de  Largie  caught 
hold  of  an  expression  of  mine,  in  which  I 
accused  Mr.  Tom  Mann  of  uttering  some 
wicked  ideas.  I  was  referring  to  his  at- 
tack on  the  land-owner.  At  meeting  after 
meeting  Mr.  Tom  Mann  has  said  that  if 
he  had  his  way  he  would  put  such  a  tax 
on  land  as  would  make  the  land-owner  onlv 
too  glad  to  sell  it  or  give  it  back  to  the 
Government.  I  denounced  that  as  an  un- 
just idea,  and  to  my  mind  it  is  essentially 
a  wicked  idea.  I  think  that  my  honorable 
friends  opposite  will  give  me  the  credit  of 
having  met  Mr.  Tom  Mann  on  a  public 
platform,  and  saying  to  his  face  a  year  or 
two  ago  what  I  repeated  recently  behind  his 
back.  Although  I  indicated  the  statement 
of  Mr.  Mann  to  which  the  term  "  wiclted  " 
had  reference,  still  Senator  de  Largie  went 
on  to  jump  at  a  conclusion ;  and  because 
some  men  have  been,unwise  enough  to  talk 
to  meetings  of  men  and  women  about  the 
extreme  socialistic  idea  that  at  some  time 
we  are  to  have  a  State  nursery,  to  which  all 
children  shall  be  sent,  and  that  to  some  ex- 
tent the  sanctity  of  the  home  is  to  be  invaded, 
my  honorable  friend,  in  order  to  make  a  most 
damaging  point  against  me  if  he  could,  said 
upon  no  other  authority  than  his  inner 
consciousness,  that  I  had  at  certain  meet- 
ings of  the  Women's  League  been  indulging 
in  this  criticism.  I  desire  to  state  to  Sena- 
tor McGregor,  the  leader  of  the  Labour 
Party  here,  that  from  the  first  I  have  ob- 
jected" to  the  fourth  plank  in  the  platform 
of  the  Women's  League — "  purity  in  our 
homes."  When  I  asked  what  the  meaning 
of  it  was,  I  was  told  that  there  were  some 
quotations  in  the  Tocsin  which  represented 
the  views  of  leading  German  Socialists.  I 
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assured  the  women  and  their  husbands,  again 
and  again,  that  there  was  nothing  in  that 
plank ;  that  the  moment  a  member  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  accused  the 
Labour  Party  of  holding  those  views,  it  was 
repudiated  by  the  whole  of  them  in  that 
House,  and  that  three  times  an  honorable 
gentleman  rose  to  try  to  explain  away  what 
he  had  said.  From  the  very  first  I  have 
asked  that  that  plank  be  takien  out  of  the 
platform  of  the  Women's  League.  I  have 
said  that  it  was  a  bogy,  and  had  been  re- 
pudiated by  the  Labour  Party.  I  was  try- 
ing to  explain  this  to  Senator  de  Largie, 
but,  in  his  anxiety  to  make  aii  unjust  and 
unfair  attack  on  me,  he  would  not  listen, 
and  went  on  to  impute  to  me  thoughts  which 
I  have  never  uttered,  or  held. 

Senat<»  O'Keefe. — Does  the  honorable 
and  learned  senator  repudiate  Mr.  Walpole's 
statement  ?• 

Senator  DOBSON. — I  know  nothing 
about  Mr.  Walpole's  statement.  I  have  ad- 
vised the  friends  with  whom  I  act  that  the 
Labour  Party  of  Australia,  through  the  late 
Prime  Minister*  for  whom  I  have  the  great- 
est respect,  had  repudiated  these  notions, 
and  that  there  was  no  occasion  for  them  to 
retain  the  plank  in  their  platform — to  put 
up  a  bogy  for  the  purpose  of  knodcing  it 
down. 

Senator  O'Keepe. — That  is  just  what  Mr. 
Walpole  is  doing. 

Senator  DOBSON. — I  have  nothing  to  do 
with  Mr.  Walpole,  and  I  am  not  respcmsible 
for  the  views  which  he  expresses.  What 
right  has  any  hcHiorable  sfinator,  because 
Mr.  Walpole,  or  any  one  else,  makes  some 
statement,  to  impute  it  to  me?  Why  draw 
a  bow  at  a  venture  in  making  an  attack  upon 
me?  • 

Senator  de  Largie. — I  quoted  the  honor- 
able senator's  own  words. 

Senator  DOBSON. — I  have  made  a  dear 
statement,  which  I  think  any  one  can  under- 
stand, yet  the  honorable  senator  imputes  to 
me  expressiwis  which  I  have  never  used, 
because  I  do  not  believe  that  the  Labour 
Party  hold  the  vievrs  which  have  been  attri- 
bute'd  to  them.  Cannot  he  express  regret 
for  the  attack  which  he  has  made,  instead 
of  trying  to  bolster  himself  up?  Are  the 
members  of  the  Labour  Party  going  to  ima- 
gine that  persons  have  said  certain  things, 
and  then,  in  this  the  highest  assembly  in  the 
Commonwealth,  accuse  them  of  having  said 
them?  If  that  is  to  be  the  policy  of  the 
party,  let  them  abide  by  it.  I  malu  them 
welcome  of  it. 


Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD  (New  S 
Wales). — I  wish  to  say  a  few  words, 
ticularly  in  reply  to  the  obser\-ations 
Senator  Higgs,  who  seems  to  think  th^ 
cause  a  large  number  of  members  sittin 
his  sid^  of  the  Chamber  have  addressee 
Senate,  we  on  this  side  are  under  a  Ion 
silence. 

Senator  Peasce. — Was  not  the  honoi 
senator  told  not  to  speak? 

Senator  Gray. — I  certainly  was  not. 

Senator  Fraser. — Neither  was  I. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— I  have 
a  Member  of  Parliament  for  something 
a  quarter  of  a  centurj',  and  no  one  has 
dared  to  tell  me  not  to  speak.  Such  a 
mand  would  have  been  a  sufficient  incti 
to  make  me  talk  until  "  all  was  blti-.' 
have  never  entered  a  House  of  Legi^U 
to  act  as  the  tool  of  any  political  par:>. 
object  has  always  been  to  discharge  tc 
best  of  my  ability  my  duty  to  those 
have  elected  me  to  represent  them. 

Senator  McGregor. — Is  that  wh^ 
honorable  senator  was  ignored  ? 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— I  do  n>i 
cognise  the  aptness  of  the  interjection,  j 
doubt  it  is  an  exceedingly  wise  one :  t 
am  unable  to  see  the  meaning  underlyir 
I  elected  to  sit  on  the  right  of  the  f 
dent,  because  I  knew  that  my  bono 
friend  and  his  party  were  moving  on  \\ 
bench  on  which  I  formerly  sat,  art 
thought  that  I  mig^t  be  in  their  way  if  I 
mained  in  my  old  seat.  Therefore  I  ^ 
to  Melbourne,  and  asked  that  my 
might  be  placed  oa.  a  seat  on  this  >itl 
the  Chamber,  where  I  hope  I. shall  n| 
in  any  one's  way.  j 

Senator  Pearce. — ^The  hcmorable 
tor  will  be  in  the  way  of  the  Govenir 
if  he  does  not  keep  quiet. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD. — I  havd 
heard  it  suggested  that  those  sitting  >  ij 
side  of  the  Chamber  should  remain  \ 
during  this  discussiox  I  certainly  i 
that  no  member  of  the  Ministr}'  woo] 
courageous  enough  to  make  such  a  suggti 
to  me.  If  such  a  suggestion  were  mai 
me,  it  would  be  sufficient  to  cause  me  ( 
dulge  in  what  a  great  orator  vears  agi 
scribed  as  a  wild  shriek  of  liberty, 
should  let  myself  go.  There  are. 
ever,  one  or  two  matters  whia 
wish  to  menticKi.  I  am  not  | 
to  deal  with  any  question  of  j 
politics  at  the  present  time,  because  j 
not  yet  know  what  the  policy  of  the  {■ 
Administration  is  to  be,  and  the  facfl 
I  am  sitting  on  the  Goveminept  side  i 
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baiEber  is  an  indication  of  nothing  more 
u  my  desire  to  get  out  of  the  way  of 
ose  vbo  are  now  occupying  the  bench 
lich  I  have  left. 

Ser^tor  McGsegor. — ^Will  the  honorable 
lator  go  to  the  caucus  ? 
Setutor  Lt.-Cbl.  NEILD. — I  Icixnr 
lUng  about  caucus^,  and  I  have  never 
fended  one.  If  my  honorable  friend 
ifsrs  me  to  attend  the  caucus  over  which 
so  abiy  presides,  I  would  remind  him 
C I  have  not  yet  received  an  invitation  to 
tsa 

Sflutor  GirrHHiE. — TIm  hwiorable  sena- 
t  is  quite  welcome. 

Sautor  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— There  is  a 
mi  which  I  wish  to  bring  under  the 
lice  of  the  Ministry,  of  Parliament,  and 
the  public,  and  which  only  lately  came 
oy  knowledge;  I  refer  to  an  extraordi- 
Vi  traffic  in  postage  stamps  of  so  serious 
SUure  that  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  at  once 
ten  attention  to  it.  It  has  come  to  my 
minlge  that  colonial  postage  stamps  to  a 
til  value  are  being  shipped  from  Europe 
■Ustralia  in  single  stamps,  not  in  sheets, 
lamt  recently  frwn  a  most  reliable  and 
thotitjtive  source  that  between  and 
10  Torth  of  single  stamps  have  been  re- 
tted from  Europe  to  discharge  a  bill 
in?  in  an  Australian  capital. 
Wtor  Fkasbk. — Do^  the  honorable 
otor  refer  to  penny  stamps? 
Secator  Lt.-CoL  NEILD. — The  stamps 
K  of  various  values.  Those  who 
the  newspaper  advertisements  will 
Dv  that  used  stamps  are  saleable.  Old 
of  course,  are  of  value  to  the  stamp 
ilr.tir;  but  advertisers  also  offer  to  buy 
Liy  quantities  stamps  which  were  used 

i^cently  as  yesterday.  I  have  it  on 
w  reiiable  authoritv — which  I  am  pre- 
ftd  lo  give  to  the  Government — that  large 
^J^t  lies  of  stamps,  which  have  been  ob- 
ETated  by  the  postal  officials,  are  bought 

'tnain  per«ms,  sent  to  Europe,  and  by 
cierer  diemical  process   there  cleansed 

the  obliteration,  re-gummed,  and  re- 
^  to  Australia.  As  I  am  making 
is  statement  in  the  presence  of  the  chief 
J  adnser  of  the  Crown,  J  hope  that  he 
ill  lake  note  of  it.  I  brieve,  from  the 
fonnation  given  to  me,  that  stamps  thus 
sated,  of  probably  thousands  of  pounds 
'  ^2!ue,  are  each  year  finding  their  way 
[A  to  Australia,  and  are  b^g  re-used 
'^>iy.  thus  defrauding  the  revenue.  I 
referred  to  thin  matter  at  the  earliest 
^>«tunity  availaUe  to  me,  after  the  re- 
^pt  of  tlie  information.     Some  honorable 


senators  opposite  have  commented  upon  the 
healthy  climate  of  Queensland,  and  upon 
the  fact  that  I  recently  visited  that  State 
for  considerationa  of  health.  I  do  not 
know,  however,  that  there  is  any  similarity 
between  travelling  on  the  coast  in  a  com- 
fortable steamer  and  labouring  in  a  cane 
field.  But  it  is  perfectly  futile,  wheri 
speaking  of  the  climate  of  Queensland  and 
of  Northern  Australia,  to  speak  cmly  of  the 
winter  climate.  While  I  should  be  glad 
to  spend  every  winter  of  my  life  in  that 
part  of  the  world,  because  I  know  no  more 
diarming  climate  than  it  possesses,  I  should 
be  very  sorry  to  have  to  spend  a  single 
summer  there,  because  in  that  period  of  the 
year  the  climate  is  exceeclingly  oppressive, 
and  is  to  be  gauged  not  merely  by  the 
degrees  of  temperature  registered  by  the 
thermoneter,  but  even  more  largely  by  the 
condition  of  the  atmosphere. 

Senator  Dawson. — Did  the  honorable 
senator  ever  spend  a  summer  in  Northern 
Queensland? 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— No;  and  I 
shall  take  precious  good  care  that  I  never 
do. 

Senator  Dawson. — Then  why  give  an 
opinion  on  the  summer  climate  of  the  State? 
The  honorable  senator  should  confine  his 
remarks  to  his  own  experience. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— I  have  been 
in  Northern  Queensland  as  late  as  Novem- 
ber, and  as  early  as  the  end  of  March, 
and  those  dates  were  quite  as  near  to  the  hot 
weather  as  I  wish  to  be.  1  do  not  desire 
to  anticipate  too  much  bv  going  to  Queens- 
land in  the  sununer  time. 

Senator  McGregor. — Did  the  honorable 
senator  take  the  St.  George's  Rifles  with 
him? 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— I  should  not 
have  objected  to  do  so,  if  any  opportunity 
had  presented  itself  to  rid  the  community 
of  a  few  interjectors.  Northern  Queens- 
land has  a  most  channing  climate  in  the 
winter,  but  is  a  place  to  be  carefully 
avoided  in  the  summer. 

Senator  Dawson. — The  hcxiorable  sena- 
tor has  had  no  experience  of  a  Queensland 
summer. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD. — I  have  been 
in  Queensland  just  before  the  approach, 
and  just  after  the  close  of  the  hurricane 
season,  and  I  am  not  anxious  to  extend  my 
experience.  This  is  the  first  occasion  oa 
which  I  have  been  able  to  attend  the 
Senate  for  some  time  past,  because  on  two 
occasions  I  have  had  to  apply  for  leave  of 
absence.    I  take  this  opportunity  to  thank 
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honorable  senators  for  their  kindness  and 
courtesy  in  granting  me  that  leave  of  absence 
on  account  of  ill -health.  I  took  the  un- 
usual precaution  of  sending  medical  cer- 
tificates to  the  Clerk,  as  indicating  the  btmd 
fdes  of  my  applications.  I  take  this  op- 
portunity, the  first  which  has  been  aflFwded 
me,  to  refer  to  something  that  happened 
whilst  I  was  away,  with  reference  to  a 
most  innocent  article  written  by  me,  and 
published  in  an  English  magazine.  I  find 
that  both  in  this  Chamber  and  in  another 
place  opportunity  was  taken  most  ignor- 
antly — I  cannot  believe  that  my  assailants 
were  actuated  by  malfevolence — to  misrepre- 
sent what  I  stated  in  that  article.  I  d^ire 
to  point  out  that  ail  I  said,  that  could  in 
any  way  reflect  upon  the  Commonwealth, 
or  anything  ccainected  ijvith  it, 
was  that  there  were  not  a  suffi- 
dent  number  of  rifles  in  Australia  at  the 
time  at  which  I  wrote  to  equip  the  exist- 
ing Infantry  regiments,  if  they  were  ex- 
tended to  their  war  establishments. 

Senator  McGregor. — Did  not  the  hon- 
orable senator  say  something  with  reference 
to  pillow  cases  full  of  cartridges? 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— I  said  that 
some  persons  believed  in  the  doctrine 
that  it  was  not  necessary  to  put  our  forces 
through  a  cranplete  course  of  military  train- 
ing, and  that  some  people  thought  that  if 
a  man  had  a  rifle  and  a  pillow-case  full  of 
cartridges  he  could  do  wonders.  In 
making  that  statement,  I  was  merely  quot- 
ing from  a  very  prominent  Commonwealth 
publication.  However,  let  that  pass.  I  take 
this  opportunity  to  repudiate  the  statement 
that  I  made  any  attack  upon  our  citizen 
soldiers.  I  do  not  know  how  such  an  ac- 
cusaticHi  could  have  Been  Invented.  One 
gentleman — I  use  the  term  gentleman,  al- 
though I  do  not  think  the  person  to  whom 
I  refer  is  worthy  of  being  so  called — went 
so  far  as  to  allege  that  I  had  defamed  men 
who  in  contradistinction  to  myself,  had  dis- 
charged military  duty  in  South  Africa. 
Was  it  my  fault  that  I  was  not  in  South 
Africa?  I  have  here  copies  of  my  appli- 
cations, together  with  the  acknowledgements 
of  them,  for  service  in  South  Africa,  and  I 
can  go  further,  and  say  that,  after  having 
failed  to  obtain  an  appointment  for  service 
in  South  Africa  I  offered,  at  the  time  when 
the  reputed  massacre  of  the  legation  at 
Pekin  was  engaging  every  one's  attention, 
to  raise  and  cwnmand  on  service  in  China, 
a  battalion  of  Colonial  troops.  I  am  al- 
most carried  beyond  the  limits  of  human 
palience  when  I  reflect  that  both  in  this 


House,  and  in  another  place,  advantage 
taken  of  my  absence  to  defame  me  'i 
citizen  soldier,  to  represent  me  as  defan 
my  comrades  in  arms  who  had  the  % 
fortune  to  perfmn  military  serrice 
South  Africa,  and  as  defaming  the  men 
supported  and  sent  me  here  by  an  aggrq 
vote  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the '. 
tish  Empire.  I  almost  make  an  apolog) 
introducing  this  matter  here,  but  I  \ 
found  that  if  statements  are  made  and 
notice  is  taken  of  them — if  they  are  tte; 
as  they  ought  to  be,  with  contempt;  an 
admit  that  that  is  the  proper  course  to  tali 
one  may  be  asked  afterwards  i 
he  did  not  deny  them  if  they  i 
not  true.  It  is  for  that  reason 
I  have  ventured  to  repel  accusi! 
that  could  have  resulted  only  f 
ignorance.  I  do  not  think  they  couid  p( 
bly  have  been  due  to  malevolence.  If 
of  those  hcxiorable  members  who  mide 
speeches  to  which  I  refer  had  taken 
trouble  to  read  my  article,  they  would  t 
seen  that  it  breathed  the  full  spirit  of 
citizen  soldier,  and  advocated  that 
people  of  Australia,  instead  of  ginn^ 
much  time  to  sport  and  money-maki 
should  devote  a  little  more  Miergy.  ti 
and  enthusiasm  to  the  higher  dui^ 
citizenship. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON  (South  ^ 
tralia — Attorney-General). — only  desii 
thank  honorable  senators  sincerely— I 
sure  they  will  believe  in  my  Mnoerity-i 
the  very  kind  remarks  they  have  made  \ 
regard  to  me  personally.  In  many  resp 
the  criticisms  which  they  have  been  j 
enough  to  offer  are  entitled  to,  and  wiaj 
ceive,  full  consideration. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  i 

Bill  read  a  first  time. 

Motiffli  (by  Senator  Sir  Josiab  Siiid 
agreed  to — 

That  the  Standing  Orders  be  saspraJd  u| 
able  the  Bill  to  be  passed  tbnnish  its  rrxi^ 
sta^s  without  delay. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  nai 

That  this  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  nme. 
I  shall  follow  the  precedent  of  my  ha 
able  friend  Senator  McGregor,  and 
content  myself  with  stating  that  this  i^ 
ordinary  Supply  Bill  for  the  month, 
sarily  following  that  which  was  pa 
the  27th  July — necessarily  because  o\ 
delay  which  was  unavoidable  in  rega: 
the  preparation  and  submissicm  of  thd 
timates.    Although  everything  was 
an  advanced  state  by  the  late  Prime  M 
ter  and  Treasurer,  it  was  impossible  f 
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good  example  set  by  Sir  George 
3  made  his  Budget  statement 
of  July.  We  are  indebted  ta 
ne  Minister  for  his  courtesy  in 
I  the  necessary  notices  and  pre- 

lAwsoN. — ^Would  the  Attorney- 
lain  the  largely  increased  vote 
s? 

ir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— When 
e  Committee  stage  I  shall  be 
to  afford  any  explanation  with 
:  items  in  the  schedule  that  may 

resolved  in  the  affirmative, 
a  second  time. 
ttee  -■ 

to  4  agreed  to. 

'EARCE  {Western  Australia), 
direct  attention  to  the  fact  thai 
Estimates,  a  sum  of  ;£i2,ooo 
for  the  fortification  of  Fre- 
uring  the  existence  of  the 
errunenf,  however,  this  money 

the  purchase  of  rifles  and  am- 
Whilst  I  admit  that,  from  the 
>f  urgency,  the  supply  of  small 
immunition  is  more  important 
fortification  of  Fremantle,  it  is  ' 
the  nearest  port  to  the  scene  of 
1  the  Far  East,  and  one  pos- 

a  valuable  trade,  should  not 
iefended  longer  than  is  abso- 
sary.      I  trust,  therefore,  that 

which  I  have  referred  will  be 
and  without  any  further  delav. 
lATHESON  (Western  Austr'a- 
h  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
neral  to  the  item,  *'  Royal 
rve,"  in  Division  No.  44.  In 
5  Supply  Bills  this  sum  of  £,1$, 
\o  voted  in  connexion  with  each 

States,  was  clearly  set  down  as 
ch  was  to  be  repaid  and  not  as 
I  should  like  to  hear  an  ex- 
i  to  whv  a  sentence  to  that  effect 
nitted  from  this  measure.  We 
any  money  for  the  Royal  Naval 
t  merely  make  an  advance  to  the 
imment.  I  quite  understand 
;sent  Ministry  cannot  be  held  re- 
)r  the  preparation  of  this  Bill, 

framed  prior  to  their  assump- 
■e.  The  item  to  which  I  refer 
under  Divisions  46,  49,  and  53, 
instance  I  think  that  the  words 
laid  by  the  British  Government" 
;     inserted.      Another  matter 

raised    by    Senator  Pearce, 


to  which  I  did  not  intend  to  allude. 
I  refer  to  the  defence  of  Fremantle.  In 
the  Estimates  for  1903-4  provision  was  made 
for  the  expenditure  of  ^^8,270  on  works, 
and  j£5,ooo  on  armament.  Thanks  to 
Mr.  Carpenter,  we  now  know  that  J^^,ooo 
of  the  vote  which  was  intended  to  be  spent, 
namely,  j£5,ooo  on  armament  and  £4,000 
on  emplacement  for  the  guns,  has  never 
been  expended. 

Senator  Dawson. — ^That  is  not  quite  cor- 
rect. The  vote  was  diverted  to  another 
purpose. 

Senator  MATHESON.— We  have  also 
learned  that  the  present  Treasurer,  whilst 
filling  a  similar  office  in  a  previous  Adminis- 
tration, formed  the  opinion  that  from 
;£6o,ooo  to  ;£8o,ooo  would  require  to  be 
expended  upon  these  works,  and  that,  there- 
fore, Ee  deliberately  gave  instructions  that 
the  money  which  Parliament  had  voted 
should  not  be  spent.  As  far  as  I  am  able 
to  judge,  the  Treasurer's  assumption  is  an 
entirely  erroneous  one.  So  far  as  I  am 
able  to  gather,  the  position  is  that  it  was 
originally  proposed  to  erect  a  fort  at 
Arthur's  Head,  Fremantle.  At  that  time  it 
was  clearly  recognised  that  _;£2o,ooo  would 
require  to  be  spent  upon  that  work. 

Senator  Dawson.— Should  we  not  have 
to  buy  the  town  out,  on  account  of  the 
damage  that  would  be  done  by  the  recoil 
of  the  guns? 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  do  not  know 
anything  about  that  matter.  No  doubt  it  is 
a  subject  upon  which  the  late  Minister  of 
Defence  is  well  posted.  The  Government 
of  Western  Australia  were  quite  willing  to 
transfer  the  necessary  land  to  the  Common- 
wealth, and  to  offer  every  facility  for  carry- 
ing out  the  work.  It  has  now  transpired 
that  the  Treasurer  did  not  wish  to  spend 
this  money,  and,  looking  round  for  some  ex- 
cuse  

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Svhon. — I  do  not 
think  that  the  honorable  senator  ought  to 
say  that. 

Senator  MATHESON.— Then  I  with- 
draw the  expression.  The  Treasurer  de- 
clared that  an  expenditure  of  from  ;^6o.ooo 
to  ;^8o,coo  would  be  required.  That  esti- 
mate was  arrived  at  by  including  expendi- 
ture in  relation  to  an  entirely  separate  fort 
at  North  Fremantle,  which  was  never  men- 
tioned, and  on  which  no  part  of  the  _;^4,oco 
which  we  voted  was  to  be  expended. 

Senator  Drake. — But  is  it  not  necessary 
for  the  defence  of  the  harbor? 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  really  cannot 
tell  the  honorable  senator.    The  question 
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before  us  is  what  we  knew  when  we  voted  this 
sum  of  ;^4iOoo  as  forming  part  of  a  total 
expenditure  of  ;^20,ooo,  which  would  be 
required  to  complete  the  work.  The  re- 
presratatives  of  Western  Australia  knew 
that  a  fort  was  contemplated  at  Arthur's 
Head,  and  that  the  sum  named  was  suffi- 
cient for  the  purpose,  and  they  were  con- 
tent that  the  work  should  be  proceeded 
with.  Then  the  present  Treasurer  im- 
ported into  the  matter  the  question  of  an- 
other fort,  and  the  vote  was  allowed  to 
lapse.  I  do  not  think  that  that  is  a  state 
of  affairs  which  is  creditable  to  the  Deakin 
Government.  I  do  not  wish  any  confusion 
to  arise  in  regard  to  this  matter.  The 
Deakin  Government  alone  brought  about  the 
present  position,  and  no  blame  can  be  at- 
tached to  the  late  or  to  the  present  Go- 
vernment. 

Senator  Givens. — Did  not  Sir  John 
Forrest  hold  office  in  the  Deakin  Govern- 
ment? 

Senator  MATHESON.— Certainly,  and 
he  was  a  consenting  party  to  the  determina- 
tion that  the  ;^^4,ooo  should  not  be  ex- 
pended on  the  work  for  which  it  was  voted. 

Senator  Guthrie.— He  was  Minister  of 
Defence. 

Senator  MATHESON.— That  is  sa  The 

curious  point  to  which,  having  regard  to 
the  explanation  made  by  the  present  Trea- 
surer, I  wish  to  draw  special  attention  is 
this:  That  Major-General  Hutton,  in  his 
report,  dated  ist  May,  1904,  which 
has  only  recently  been  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  Senate — and  is  therefore 
published  long  after  the  date  on  which 
we  voted  the  sum  of  ;^4,ooo  for  these 
works — states,  at  page  24,  that  ^^26,200  is 
all  that  will  be  required  for  the  fortification 
of  that  part  of  Fremantle  and  the  con- 
struction of  the  battery,  including  the  pur- 
chase of  the  land.  I  have  given  the  refer- 
ence to  this  official  document  in  order  that 
honorable  senators  may  see  how  absolutely 
futile  and  useless  is  the  explanation  made 
quite  recently  by  the  present  Treasurer. 
Further  evidence  of  the  futility  of  that  ex- 
planation is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the 
General  Officer  Commanding  has  made  pro- 
vision for  only  one  7*5  gun  and  mounting 
for  the  defence  of  Fremantle  for  the  next 
four  years.  We  are,  therefore,  reduced  to 
this  position:  That  the  present  Treasurer, 
when  holding  the  same  office  in  the  Deakin 
Government,  refused  to  allow  any  money 
to  be  spent  on  this  work,  on  the  ground 
that  there  was  no  provision  for  the  expendi- 
ture of  some  j£6o,ooo  or  ;£8o,ooo  which 


would  be  necessary  to  complete  it; 
Major-General  Hutt(»i  never  contempl 
spending  any  more  than  ^£26,200  on  it 
the  next  four  years;  and  that  Fremai 
which,  as  Senator  Pearce  has  rightly  pcu 
out,  is  a  most  important  trade  centre,  and 
a  considerable  shipping  trade,  was  thu 
be  left  unprotected,  because  of  the  s<{uab 
of  two  Government  Depanments,  fo 
period  of  five  years,  dating  from  the  1 
when  the  ;^9,ooo  was  voted.  This 
to  be  the  position,  simply  because  of  ^ 
agreement  as  to  the  amount  of  1:: 
available.  The  defence  expert  said  iha 
required  only  ;£26,2oo  to  carry  out 
work,  while  the  finandal  man  said,  "I 
you  ask  for  j£6o,ooo,  and  until  >nu 
granted  that  sum  by  ParUament.  you  s 
not  have  anything  for  the  work.^  Is 
that  a  perfectly  fair  statement  of 
situation?  Parliament  voted  jC-i,ocz 
this  work,  but  because  we  did  not 
^60,000,  the  Treasurer,  as  a  memlfi 
the  Deakin  Government,  said  that  a 
should  be  spent,  while  on  the  other  ti 
we  have  the  statement  of  the  General  CH 
Commanding  that  ^£26,200  is  ample- 
Senator  Cleuoms. — The  hcxiorable  s 
tor  does  not  say  that  we  voted  ^£26,200 
this  work  ? 

Senator  MATHESON.  —  Xo;  but 
voted  j£^,ooo,  knowing  that  £20^ 
would  be  required  to  complete  the  v 
We  have  since  voted  on  the  Supplemerj 
Estimates  a  sum  of  jQi^Soo.  The  Dii 
Government,  which  said  that  the  nxj 
which  Parliament  had  voted  for  this  ^ 
should  not  be  spent,  actually  npoid^ij 
it  the  sum  of  j£3.8oo  which  we  did  not  \\ 
and  the  present  Treasurer  stated  afttrrn 
that  he  would  not  spend  the  j£a-oo'>\ 
cause  it  would  entail  an  expenditi:re 
;£6o,ooo  to  complete  the  work. 

Senator  Dawson.  —  That  is  during 
financial  year. 
Senator  MATHESON.— No. 
Senator  Dawson. — It  must  be.  ' 
Senator  MATHESON.— The  hcnTJ 
senator  is  mistaken.     The  Treasurer  i 
that  the  total  expenditure  on  this  w 
would  range  frcxn  ;£6o,ooo  to  ;£8c.c( 
and  until  Parliament  authorized  the  exp'- 
ture  of  the  full  amount  required, 
clined  to  allow  any  porticm  of  it 
spent. 

Senator  Drake. — That  is  not  quite  < 
rect.    The  Treasurer  said  that  he  decl  1 
to  allow  the  ;£4,ooo  to  be  expendeti 
Parliament  voted  it  with  the  Imowledge ' 
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nitting  itself  to  the  total  ex- 
jned. 

dATHESON.— I  will  accept 
le  senator's  statement.  And 
:in  Government,  of  which  Sena- 
as  a  member,  spent  ;£3,8oo  on 
ithout  any  authority  from  Par- 

jUTHRIE.  —  Knowing,  that  it 
£60,000  to  complete  it. 
klATHESON.— Knowing  that 
)t  mean  to  spend  the  money 

make  the  first  instalment  ef- 
:  in  July,  this  year,  they  brought 
plementary  Appropriation  Bill, 
le  item  of  ^3,800,  which,  as  I  re- 
d  hardly  be  noticed  at  first  sight. 

logical  sequence  between  these 
lations?  It  is  a  perfect  scan- 
remantle  should  be  treated  in 
Vhen  we  deal  with  the  defence- 
lerally  I  shall  have  more  to 
d  to  the  scheme.  I  quite  ad- 
;  present  Government  is  not  to 
Lat  there  is  no  occasion  for  the 
it  to  protest  if  I  speak  some- 
ly  about  the  character  of  a 
vernment. 

'earce. — Some  of  the  members 
ent  Government  are  still  re- 
r  past  sins. 

rfATHESON.— What  I  desire 
special  attention  of  the  present 
to  is  that  jQ6o,QOO  is  appar- 
Kjuired  by  the  General  Officer 
g  to  carry  out  the  work.  I  may 
)Ut  I  understand  that  the  Esti- 
he  current  year  make  no  pro- 
ny  expenditure  on  the  defences 
le. 

Dawson. — There  is  some  pro- 

MATHESON.— It  is  under- 
he  Government  do  not  see  their 
imit  the  Commonwealth  to  an 
of  ^60,000  on  this  work,  and 
ason  they  have  not  made  any 
Dr  it  on  the  Estimates  for  the 
■.  Meanwhile  the  sum  of  /Ts.Soo 
noving  the  Harbor  Trust  build- 
een  entirely  wasted.  There  is 
re  space  on  the  top  of  the  hill 
le. 

Dawson. — To  what  Government 
rable  senator  now  referring? 
MATHESON.— There  is  some 
n  distinguishing  between  the 
vemments  which  have  recently 
but  I  understand  that  the  De- 
control these  matters,  and  not 


the  Minister,  so  that  I  am  referring  to  any 
Government  which  happens  to  be  run  by 
the  Defence  Department,  so  far  as  ques- 
tions relating  to  that  branch  of  the  service 
are  concerned.  I  understand  that  is  the 
position,  but  I  may  be  wrong. 

Senator  Dawson. — I  am  very  sorry  for 
the  honorable  senator's  misunderstanding. 

Senator  MATHESON. — I  may  misun- 
derstand the  position,  but  I  strongly  be- 
lieve that  the  Departments  are  paramount 
in  these  matters,  and  that  a  Minister,  how- 
ever well-intentioned  he  may  be,  never  gels 
a  show. 

Senator  Dawson. — They  have  a  legacy 
left  for  them  if  the  Ministry  like  to  take 
it  up. 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  may  inform 
the  Senate  that  I  gave  Senator  Drake  no- 
tice of  my  intention  to  raise  this  question 
in  the  Senate  in  order  that  he  might  be  pre- 
pared with  some  explanation  as  to  how  this 
apparently  unexplainable  discrepancy  arises. 

Senator  GUTHRIE  (South  Australia).— 
I  should  like  to  draw  attention  to  one  or  two 
items  which  I  think  require  explanation. 
On  comparing  the  Bill  with  the  Supply  Bill 
we  passed  a  month  ago,  I  find  that  on  the 
present  occasion  there  is  an  increase  of  ex- 
penditure in  the  Defence  Department 
amounting  to  nearly  ^£20,000.  There  are 
new  votes  for  New  South  Wales  iRifle 
Clubs  of  ^2,000 ;  for  Victorian  Rifle  Clubs 
of  ^7,000;  for  Queensland  Rifle  Clubs  of 
^£500 ;  and  for  South  Australian  Rifle 
Clubs  of  jQioo.  These,  with  other  items, 
represent  a  total  of  1,500.  Then 
there  is  an  item  of  ^5,800  for  am- 
munition for  New  South  Wales,  and, 
under  the  same  heading,  an  expenditure  ot 
^£2,400  in  Victoria,  or  a  fotal  of  ;^8,2oo. 
Training  schools,  which  aire  an  absolutely 
new  item,  represent  an  expenditure  of  ^250 
in  New  South  Wales,  ^150  in  Queensland, 
£,100  in  South  Australia,  jQ\oo  in  Western 
Australia,  and  £^100  in  Tasmania — a  total 
of  jQloo.  There  are  also  increases  in  the 
votes  for  arms  and  equipment,  and  for  ord- 
nance in  Victoria,  and  also  for  instructional 
schools.  An  additional  expenditure  in  one 
month  of  ;£2o,ooo  ought  to  be  closely 
watched ;  at  any  rate,  I  look  to  the  Minister 
for  some  explanation  why  these  items  have 
been  included  without  any  explanation  being 
offered  on  the  introduction  of  the  Bill. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  GOULD  (New  South 
Wales). — Senator  Guthrie,  in  directing  at- 
tention to  the  increases  of  expenditure  under 
the  Military  Estimates,  is  no  doubt  opening 
up   a  very  fruitful   topic  of  discussir^^ 
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My  desire  is  to  say  a  few  words  on 
the  matter  of  defences,  because  I  feel  that 
at  the  present  time  the  Comnionwealth 
is,  in  this  respect,  in  a  pitiable 
state.  It  is  a  disgrace  that  there 
should  be  the  present  inadequate  means 
for  the  protection  of  the  conimunity. 
One  of  the  boasts  of  certain  members  of 
Parliament  has  be^  that  a  smaller  amount 
of  money  is  spent  on  defences  under  Fede- 
ration than  was  the  case  when  there  were 
six  separate  State  establishments.  To  my 
mind,  that  is  not  a  fact  of  which 
we  should  feel  proud.  I  agree  that 
money  should  not  be  wasted,  but  that  we 
ought  to  receive  real  solid  value  for  all 
we  spend.  We  must  bear  in  mind,  how- 
ever, that  if  ever  we  are  placed  in  a  position 
of  difficulty  through  Great  Britain  beccMning 
involved  in  war,  the  Commonwealth  will, 
unless  a  change  takes  place  in  defence  mat- 
ters, find  itself  the  target  of  a  hostile  at- 
tack at  various  points.  We  shall  be  utterly 
unprepared  to  meet  the  attacks  which  may 
reasonably  be  expected.  The  strength  and 
the  safety  of  communities  nowadays  lie  in 
their  being  prepared  for  all  emergencies 
and  eventualities.  Honorable  members 
who  have  taken  the  trouble  to  read  the  re- 
ports of  the  General  Officer  Commanding 
fron  time  to  time,  know  that  the  burden 
of  his  song  has  been  that  the  Common- 
wealth is  not  doing  what  it  ought  to  do 
in  the  matter  of  defences.  A  little  time 
ago  we  were  told  by  the  late  Minister  of 
Defence,  Senator  Dawson,  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  follow  the  advice  of  the  General 
Officer  Commanding,  so  far  as  providing 
a  certain  proportion  of  the  necessary 
amount  to  make  our  defences  efficient.  The 
General  OflScer  Commanding,  however, 
reported  that  in  order  to  place  ourselves  in 
a  proper  position  of  defence  we  ought  at 
once  to  expend  (be  full  amount  of  money  es- 
timated as  necessary;  and  it  was  only  be- 
cause of  pressure  that  the  General  Officer 
Commandmg  made  the  reccMnmendation  that 
the  expenditure  should  be  distributed  over 
a  period  of  four  years. 

Senator  Matheson. — ^Where  was  the 
pressure  exerted  ? 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  GOULD.— It  was 
parliamentary  pressure. 

Senator  Matheson. — Never  1 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  GOULD.— I  say  that 
there  has  been  paxliamentarv  pressure. 

Senator  Matheson.  —  Afinisterial  pres- 
sure. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  GOULD. — But  from 
whom  do  Ministers  take  their  cue  ? 


Senator  Matheson. — Ncrt  from  Pa: 
ment. 

Senator  Lt-Col.   GOULD. — If  h. 
able  senators  take  the  trouble  to 
the   debates   that     took    place  in 

other  Chamber,  when  the  Estimates  1 
being  dealt  with  year  after  year.  I 
will  find  that  the  cry  was,  "  Cut  d 
the  defence  expenditure."  One  bwon 
member  who  occupied  the  position  of  M 
ster  of  Defence,  came  down  to  the  Hi 
and  said,  "  Gentlemen,  I  am  not  onl\  | 
pared  to  cut  down  the  expenditure  u> 
extent  you  desire,  but  to  further 
duce  it  by  ^60,000  or  j^7o,ooo.'" 
was  done  in  opposition  to  the  re 
mendation  of  the  G«ieral  Officer  Comni 
ing.  Why  did  we  bring  tbat  officer  I 
England  at  a  high  salary  ?  Tt  wa.'s  l-ei- 
we  believed  he  was  a  competent  m.u 
■advise  the  Commonwealth  as  to  what  h 
ought  to  be  taken  in  order  to  carry  ou: 
of  the  special  objects  of  Federation-! 
defence  of  the  community.  The  ide.i 
to  have,  not  separate  systems  of  def^ 
but  one  system ;  and  although  that  << 
mination  and  object  have  been  kept  in 
by  the  General  Officer  Ccxmnandinf;. 
reports  have  been  ignored,  and 
ters  have  gone  fnHn  bad  to  worse 
after  year.  I  give  credit  tn  the  late  ^ 
ster  of  Defence,  Senator  Dawson,  ar 
the  late  Govenunent  fac  being  prejiar'.- 
invite  Parliament  to  vote  the  ani 
of  money  required  for  one  year  ; 
it  would  be  far  more  to  our  own  rrt-ii| 
the  full  amount  were  at  once  prmi'i'.-; 
know  that  the  whole  of  the  monev  O-iu  '■  ■  I 
be  spent  in  one  year,  but  we  ought  to  ; 
the  Government  in  a  position  to  pro^  itli 
the  necessary  defences  for  the  Comr 
wealth.  The  Government  would  ha\i- 
responsibility ;  but,  as  matters  are  1 
the  Government  may,  or  may  ncM.  ha%  « 
means  at  their  disposal.  If  the  Go-- 
ment,  in  consequence  of  the  parsirTH>ii 
short-sightedness  of  Parliament,  arc 
given  the  means,  we  cannot  blame  1: 
for  any  eventualities  which  may.  th<; 
I  hope  they  will  not,  arise.  Is  ti 
a  single  man  in  the  community  whn  1 
not  realize  that  at  the  present  mu- 
we  may  he  on  the  verge  of  tt, . 
of  the  character  indicated?  W.ir 
been  going  on  between  Japan  and  I 
sia  for  mcHiths  pa.3t,  and  there  appe.ir 
be  a  determination  to  involve  in  it  sot- 
the  other  powers  of  the  world.  If  those  • 
powers  should  beonne  involved — ar<' 
know  how  readily  Great  Britain  nu> 
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I — in  what  position  shall  we  find 
inwealth  ?  Although  the  Japanese 
endeavouring  to  "bottle  up"  the 
eet  in  Vladivostock  and  Port 
e  squadron  has  been  enabled  to 
Ti  the  former  port,  and  make  at- 
he  mercantile  marine  of  Japan, 
ipane;e  waters.  Then  on  the 
side,  cruisers  of  one  of  the  belli- 
2  going  about  picking  up  what 
ind  endeavouring,  as  far  as  pos- 
volve  England  in  the  war.  With 
dge,  we  may  readily  imagine  that, 
ficient  our  navy  may  be,  it  woula 
for  two  or  three  of  the  enemy's 
elude  the  British  ships,  and  come 
>ur  coasts.    Such  cruisers  would 

0  take  possession  of  our  country 
ports ;  it  would  be  sufficient  for 
)ses  if  they  had  two  or  three  days 

threaten  bombardment,  when  we 
ompelled  to  pay  a  handsome  sum 

save  our  property. 
Peahce.— The   honorable  and 
lator  talked  very  differently  when 
Subsidy  was  under  discussion. 

Lt.-Col.    GOULD.— I  did  not 
sntly.    I  believe  that  the  Naval 
gives    us    the    best  scheme 

under  the  circumstances;  but 
iarce  has  never  heard  me  say  one 
ist  providing,  33  far  as  possible, 
n  defence.  I  have  always  main- 
at  it  is  part  of  the  duty 
'ommonwealth  to,  at  any  rate, 
ur  naval  bases,  so  that,  in 
of    the    British    Navy  being 

to  seek  shelter,  it  could  come 
ia  to  refit,    knowing    that  our 

impregnable. 

Dawson. — We  are  spending  our 
staff  rides  and  training  officers ! 
Lt.-Col.  GOULD.— Well,  staff 
valuable.  Officers  also  are  valu- 
e  cannot  have  an  army  without 
id  (^cers  are  of  no  use  unless 
ell  trained.  We  must  have  well 
en  and  well  trained  officers,  un- 

1  the  time  of  trouble  ccwnes,  we 
■  soldiers  to  rely  upon  their  own 

ability  and  intelligence  instead 
properly  led. 

Dawson. — Is  it  not  more  im- 
it.  when  we  have  the  men  trained, 
I  be  able  to  put  rifles  into  their 
d  bullets  into  the  rifles? 

Lt.-CoI.  GOULD.— It  is  use- 
a  body  of  men  unless  we  also 
)etent  leaders. 


Senator  DaWson, — We  have  the  men 
now,  but  not  the  equipment. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  GOULD.— We  need 
to  have  proper  equipment  also. 

Senator  Dawson. — I  say  that  we  have 
the  men. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  GOULD.  —  What 
men  have  we  as  far  as  our  pexmanent  forces 
are  concerned  ?  We  have  fewer  soldiers 
in  Australia  to-day  than  we  had  five  years 
ago.  Our  military  forces  are  less  efficient 
to-day  than  they  were  five  years  ago.  The 
cause  of  this  is  the  mistaken  policy  of  our 
Parliament  in  not  providing  adequate  means 
of  defence. 

Senator  Pearce. — We  have  more  rifles 
now  than  we  had  five  years  ago. 

Senator  Dawson. — And  more  ammuni- 
tion also. 

Senator  Lt-Col.  GOULD.— That  is  one 
improvement  certainly.  But  the  Common- 
wealth is  utterly  unable  to  defend  itself 
from  a  hostile  attack,  which  might  be  made 
by  a  couple  of  cruisers  from  any  part  of 
the  world.  It  is  all  very  wel!  to  boast  of 
our  great  country,  and  our  vast  resources, 
but  we  should  be  prepared  to  defend 
them  ?  It  will  redound  to  the  credit 
not  only  of  this  Parliament,  but  of  the 
Commonwealth,  if  we  make  provision  for 
all  necessarv  expenditure,  in  order  to  bring 
ourselves  in  line  with  the  requirements  of 
our  position. 

Senator  Givens. — ^What  is  the  use  of  the 
Naval  Subsidy  if  things  are  so  bad? 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  GOULD.— The  Naval 
Subsidy  is  of  very  great  value  to  us.  It 
enables  us  to  have  stronger  vessels  on  the 
Australian  station  than  we  should  other- 
wise have,  and  to  take  a  small  amount  of 
the  share  of  defending  our  coasts  upCMi  the 
water.  The  honorable  senator  may  reply, 
"  Let  us  have  a  navy  of  our  own  to  defend 
our  coasts  at  all  times."  But  it  has 
been  shown  clearly  by  naval  experts  that  it 
is  necessarv  to  have  naval  forces  concen- 
trated as  much  as  possible,  instead  of  their 
being  scattered.  I  quite  agree  with  the 
honorable  senator  to  this  extent — that  we 
ought  to  have  destroyers,  and  boats 
of  that  class,  maintained  upon  our 
coasts  for  the  defence  of  our  ports.  The 
possession  of  such  vessels  would  add  to  the 
assistance  which  we  should  be  able  to 
render  to  the  more  important  naval  force 
which  at  present  assists  in  our  defence. 

Senator  Dawson. — Does  the  honorable 
and  learned  senator  know  what  a  Destroyer 
would  cost? 
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Senator  Lt.-Col.  GOULD.— I  know  of 
course  that  it  would  cost  a  large 
sum  of  money.  But  X  also  know 
that  our  Commonwealth  is  worth  de- 
lending.  If  our  country  is  worth 
holding,  it  is  worth  while  to  find  the  neces- 
sary money  to  defend  it. 

Senator  Dawson.— We  spend  ;£3oo,ooo 
per  annum  on  naval  defence,  and  the  honor- 
able and  learned  senator  urges  that,  in  ad 
dition,  we  should  have  Destroyers,  which 
would  cost  at  least  ^^^55.000  per  vessel. 
The  Commonwealth  purse  is  limited. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  GOULD.—Even  if  the 
vessels  cost  that  sum,  it  would  be  true 
economy  on  the  part  of  the  Cbmmonwealth 
to  put  itself  in  the  position  of  being  able 
to  defend  itself.  Suppose  an  attack  were 
to  be  made  upon  any  one  of  the  great  ports 
of  Australia.  Would  not  a  far  greater 
amount  of  damage  be  done  to  the  whole  of 
the  Commonwealth  by  the  immense  injury 
that  would  a(?crue  from  a  bombardment  than 
would  be  involved  in  the  expenditure  which 
I  have  suggested?  Take  the  case  of  Syd- 
ney. Sydney  occupies  an  important  posi- 
tion on  the  sea-coast,  which  would  allow 
it  to  be  bmnbarded  fnxn  the  ocean.  A  bom- 
bardment of  Sydney  would  probably  involve 
a  loss  of  millions,  as  compared  with  hun- 
dreds of  thousands,  which  might  have  to  be 
spent  in  order  to  provide  us  with  adequate 
defence. 

Senator  Dawson. — An  enemy's  fleet 
could  not  get  to  Sydney  until  it  passed 
through  the  waters  of  Queensland  or 
Western  Australia,  which  are  the  two  en- 
trances to  the  CommcHi wealth. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  GOULD.— Yes ;  and  at 
Thursday  Island  there  is  a  garrison  of 
forty-three  men.  At  Albany  on  the  west 
coast,  the  defenders  consist  of  about  an 
equal  number.  There  are  plenty  of  other 
means  of  coming  down  upon  our  coasts 
than  by  passing  Thursday  Island  or  Al- 
bany. We  should  endeavour  to  protect 
every  one  of  our  great  seaports  against  any 
possibility  of  successful  attack.  I  do  not 
say  that  we  could  make  them  absolutely 
impregnable;  but  wc  certainly  should  do 
all  that  it  is  reasonably  possible  to 
do  in  that  direction.  I  earnestly  hope 
that  the  Government  will  take  this  matter 
into  their  careful  (xinsideration,  and  that 
they  wW\  ask  ParliamentJ  for  such  a  vote 
as  may  be  necessary  in  order  to  protect  the 
Commonwealth  again.<it  the  damage  and 
loss  which  we  should  suffer  in  the  event 
of  war  being  declared  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  any  other  great  naval  power. 
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Senator  Dawson. — We  hare  alrti 
spent  OUT  money. 

Senator  Lt.-CoI.  GOULD.— If  the  C 
monwealth  cannot  raise  suflBcient  monei 
protect  itself  efficiently,  it  cannot  conip 
if  some  other  nation  suggests  taking  rhj 
of  Australia  on  its  own  account.  I  tx 
however,  that  the  Government  will  giv- 
matter  their  serious  consideration,  uit 
view  of  making  our  defences  more  efip- 
and  that,  if  necessary,  they  will  go  tve 
the  extent  of  purchasing  torpedo  bait 
stroyers,  although  we  are  assurt:d  thpt 
would  cost  ;^55,ooo  each. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD  (New  S 
Wales). — It  does  not  seem  to  me  to  \i 
very  much  use  for  the  Commonwealth 
vernment  to  publish  ponderous  docuni 
such  as  that  which  I  hold  in  my  hand 
have  here  a  copy  of  the  last  report  ol 
General  Officer  Commanding  the  ! 
tary  Forces.  There  is  abundant  ir 
mation  to  be  gathered  from  this  donu 
to  show  that  what  is  wanted  is  an  eni 
new  system  of  Defence  administrati»iL 
quite  agree  with  Senator  Dawscm  thai 
require  an  entire  change.  We  find  thai 
present  system  has  been  in  full  wot 
order  for  very  nearly  three  years— for 
years  and  eight  months,  to  be  precise-^ 
that  at  present,  in  some  parts  of  the  C 
monwealth,  even  a  parade  cannot  , 
place,  because  the  men  have  no  unif 
fit  to  wear.  That  is  actually  ? 
It  is  not  an  exaggeration  in  the  %V% 
degree.  A  big  parade  was  to  be  he! 
Sydney  in  the  course  of  rwxt  month 
deed,  in  about  a  week  frcwn  rww.  W 
the  last  fortnight  it  has  been  postpone 
definitely.  Why?  The  fact  is  pf;!'; 
that  I  he  whole  of  the  Defence  adirini 
tion  of  the  Commonwealth  has  not  suc^-e 
in  giving  to  the  men  new  uniforms  for  1 
years  or  more.  Indeed,  I  suppose  thi 
is  something  like  five  years  since  they 
new  uniforms.  First  of  all,  there 
be  a  fresh  uniform.  Then  a  nuint#i 
people  in  the  different  States,  partinil 
in  Victoria,  were  set  to  work  to  design  * 
unifcvms.  Certain  mercantile  firms— ta 
ing  firms — who  had  no  special  knowi 
of  military  work,  were  authorized  tn 
pare  them.  FhencHnenal  sums— I 
afraid  to  say  how  mud» — appear  tn 
been  paid  for  designs  for  jack:!' 
believe  it  will  be  found  that  the  DfJ 
ment  has  paid  from  j£io  to  £2$  apie^ 
these  designs.  But  many  haw  n 
been  acted  upon.  They  ha^-e  ll 
thrown  aside.     Of  course  the  taxf  i 
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to  pay  for  these  experiments, 
n  finally  a  very  unsatisfactory 
IS  been  chosen,  and  a  very  un- 
cloth  has  been  accepted  by  ten- 
ling  else  has  gone  wrong,  and 
h  last  to  the  present  time  there 
J  cloth  in  the  Commonwealth  to 
irms,  except  for  a  few  staff  ser- 
officers.  I  repeat  that  to  clothe  a 
i  an  impossibility,  and  this  is 
years  and  eight  months  of  the 
ime.  When  that  is  the  state  of 
;  lime  there  was  some  change.  I 
i  report  that  the  General  Officer 
ig  says— 

^(ired  for  the  unexpired  portion  of 
af  service  with  the  Com mon wealth 
Q    the    routine   of   my   duties  pro- 

1  officer  is  temporarily  attached  as 
mty     Assistant  Quartermaster-Geo- 

1  officer  of  the  Corps  of  Australian 
s    similarly    attached  for    the  pei- 
:   the  duties  of  Assistant  Adjutant- 
Engineer  Services. 

know  whether  these  demands  of 
1  Officer  Commanding  have  been 
vith,  and  whether  we  are  being 
is  Bill  to  vote  the  money  required 
officers.  I  have  only  just  now 
copy  of  the  report,  and 
lad  time  to  look  at  it  carefully, 
page  15,  I  find  a  state- 
;r  the  signature  of  the 
eral  Commanding,  which  ab- 
5nfirms  what  I  said  half-an- 
and  as  absolutely  confirms  what 
the  British  Navy  League  Journal 
\.  There  is  a  paragraph  here 
;nce  to  "  Small  Arms,"  which  re- 
?s,  and  not  to  the  revolvers,  about 
re  has  been  a  shindy,  of  which 
iwson  may  be  able  to  tell  us  some- 
lis  is  the  paragraph — 

ms. — There  will,  on  the  completion 
jw  placed  in  England  

his  last  report  the  General  Offi- 
nanding  told  us  plainly  that  it 
e  from  eighteen  months  to  two 
get  an  order  executed.  When 
5  are  to  arrive  we  do  not  know, 
s  in  this  report — 

11,  on  the  completion  of  orders  now 
ngland,  be  sufficient   "303  Lee-Enfield 
iflcs  to  complete  the  peace  establish- 
whole  of  the  Military  Forces. 

)recisely  what  I  wrote  last  March, 
t  deny  that  there  were  enough 
the  peace  establishment,  I  de- 
there  were  enough  for  the  war 


establishment.  Six  months  after  I  wrote 
it  I  find  this  confirmation  of  the  article 
I  referred  to  in  an  official  document  sub- 
mitted by  the  General  Officer  Command- 
ing. 

Senator  Dawson. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor forgets  that  there  were  5,000  rifles 
ordered. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— It  does  not 
matter  a  button  whether  they  were  ordered  or 
not  when  the  General  Officer  Commanding 
tells  us  that  it  takes  from  eighteen  months 
to  two  years  to  execute  an  order.  I  said 
they  were  not  available.  If  one  orders  a 
thing,  and  has  not  got  it,  it  is  not  available. 
If  Senator  Dawson  were  a  bachelor,  and 
were  about  to  espouse  a  charming  damsel, 
and  if  he  neglected  to  take  the  wedding 
ring  with  him  to  church,  the  probabilities 
are  that,  the  ring  not  being  available,  the 
marriage  would  not  take  place. 

Senator  Dawson. — No ;  if  I  loved  the 
damsel,  I  should  have  broken  into  a  pawn- 
shop and  stolen  a  ring. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— That  is  too 
deep  a  riddle  for  me  to  solve.  I  do  not 
know  what  the  honorable  senator  means, 
nor  do  I  think  he  knows  himself.  I  say 
that  to  order  a  thing  does  not  make  it 
available.  I  did  not  say  that  rifles 
had  not  been  ordered.  I  did  not  know 
what  had  been  ordered,  but  I  do  know 
that  orders  are  sometimes  countermanded. 
That  does  not  matter  a  button ;  the 
point  is  that  if  the  rifles  were  not  in 
the  Commonwealth  they  were  not  avail- 
able. Everybody  knows  that,  and  of  what 
use  is  it  to  say  that  they  were  ordered  ?  Of 
what  use  is  it  for  the  people  in  charge  of 
a  bank  on  which  there  is  a  run,  to  say. 
"  We  have  ordered  sovereigns  from  the  other 
end  of  the  world"?  The  people  "run- 
ning" on  the  bank  desire  that  sovereigns 
shall  be  there,  and  it  is  of  no  use  to  tell 
them  that  they  have  been  ordered  from  the 
other  end  of  the  world.  The  sovereigns 
not  being  available,  the  bank  bursts,  and 
this  Commonwealth  would  be  burst,  in  a 
military  sense,  if  we  had  to  rely  for  its 
defence  upon  rifles  which  had  been  ordered. 
I  should  like  to  know  also,  whether,  in 
addition  to  these  rifles,  the  necessary  leather 
equipments  have  been  ordered.  I  should' 
like  to  know  whether  there  are  slings  for 
these  rifles,  belts,  ammunition  pouches,  and 
bayonet  frogs. 

Senator  Peabce. — And  pipeclav. 
Senator    Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— That  is  a 
very  silly  observation  to  come  from  so  wise 
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an  honorable  senator.  If  we  are  going  to 
have  sensible  leather  equipments  we  should 
have  brown  leather,  and  no  pipeclav  non- 
sense. Senator  Pearce  has  no  stronger  ob- 
jection lo  pi])eclav  than  have  I.  I  sav  that 
in  ordering  rifles  we  do  not  necessarily  get 
the  frjuipment,  without  which  the  rifles 
are  of  precious  little  use,  unless  there  has 
been  some  new  arrangement.  It  may  be  so, 
and  I  should  like  to  know  whether  the 
necessarv  leather  equipment  is  to  be  sup- 
plied alone  with  the  rifles.  It  is  unneces- 
sary for  me  to  quote  page  after  page  of  this 
astounding  report  to  show  how  utterlv  Aus- 
tralia is  without  anything  that  can,  in  a 
sensible  way,  be  described  as  de- 
fence. I  shall,  however,  quote  one 
paragra])h  which  the  General  Officer 
Commanding  has  put  into  this  report — 
a  good  many  people  think  for  the  first 
time.  But  it  is  merely  a  copv  of  what 
he  wrote  in  July  of  last  year  with  reference 
to  the  Western  Australian  railway  scheme. 
He  has  repealed  what  he  wrote  in  his  last 
report,  because  I  suppose  he  considered  it 
so  good  as  to  be  worth  repeating.  He 
says  — 

It  miiy  be  as  well  to  state  at  once  that  a  force 
uf  the  requisite  strength,  organiied  and  capable 
of  taking  the  field,  does  not  .it  present  exist  in 
Australia,  and  that  there  are  at  present  no  local 
means  of  equipping  such  a  force. 

I  never,  in  any  article  I  wrote,  or  in  anv 
speech  I  made,  said  anvthing  half  as  strong 
as  that. 

Senator  GkW. — Everybody  knew  it. 

Senator  Lt.  Col.  NEILD. — My  honorable 
friend  says  that  everybody  knew  it.  If 
they  did.  it  is  astonishing  to  me  that  people 
should  be  so  willing  to  trust  the  insurance 
of  their  property  in  such  a  rotten  insurance 
office.  If  one  desires  to  take  out  a  policv  to 
protect  his  house  against  fire,  he  is  not  satis- 
fied lo  go  to  an  office  which  is  staggering 
on  its  last  legs.  He  prefers  to  select  an 
institution  which  is  likely  to  be 
able  to  pay  t  he  f  ace  value  of 
his  policy  should  a  fire  take  place. 
This  insurance  policv  comparison  is  one 
which  T  used  something  like  twentv  vears 
ago  in  the  New  South  Wales  Parliament, 
and  it  has  become  popular  of  late  years. 
The  fact  that  it  has  become  popular  shows 
that  there  is  something  in  it.  Such  a  de- 
fence force  as  we  require  in  .A.ustralia,  such 
a  force  as  the  defence  vote  is  submitted 
to  maintain,  is  not  needed  for  the 
purpose  of  aggression,  of  attacking  any  other 
country,  or  of  occupying  any  other  territory. 


We  desire  such  a  force  as  a  pt 
suranre  in  the  event  of  our  hou 
fire— in  the  event  of  some  for 
perpetrating  an  arson  upon  us.  i 
express  it.  I  say  that  we  are 
wasting  our  money  in  paying  fo 
ance  [Mjlicy.  if  we  do  not  secure  ; 
This  document  bristles  from  on. 
other  with  allegations  that  we  h 
peculiarly  rotten  and  unsaiisfac 
tion  of  affairs  existing  in  the 
wealth. 

Senator  Matheson. — On  wh« 
honorable  senator  placing  the  re*i 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEII.D.— I 
me  that  it  is  a  joint-stock  affair, 
sufliciently  in  the  inner  running  te 

is  responsible. 

Senator  Matheson. — What  h 
of  the  Ministerial  respontiibility  ? 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— 1 
not  seem  to  have  been  anv  respoi 
an\  kind  except  in  the  direction 
deal  of  needless  ex[)enditure. 
Minister  for  Defence  has  spoken 
rides.  In  New  South  Wales  the 
there  was  a  staff  ride.  I  do  rwt 
it  cost,  or  who  paid  for  it;  but  ! 
a  few  gentlemen  travelled  and  v 
a  piece  of  country  to  which  no  er> 
dream  of  going,  any  more  than  t 
dream  of  trying  to  capture  Mount 
on  the  off-chance  of  getting  a 
I  have  not  sufficient  patience  to  i 
matter  quietly.  The  wildest  piec 
try  which  could  be  discovered  b\ 
cess  of  investigation,  in  the  \TcInil 
ney,  was  selected  for  a  staff  ride 
there  was  not  a  pretence  at  del 
simply  an  attack.  There  was  i 
make  a  defence;  there  was  only 
attack  o\'er  this  wild  piece  of  ax 
lowed  I)y  the  publication,  at  gna 
as  many  maps  ag  would  be  requi 
were  considering  half-a-doien  sitt 
Federal  Capital. 

Senator  Dawson. — Do  not  for| 
cancelled  a  few  of  the  staff  rides. 

Sen.ator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.-- 
not  blaming  my  honorable  fri 
nierelv  describing  things  as  the^' 
do  not  pretend  to  know  who  is  re 
for  their  existence,  or  to  lay  the  1 
any  one  ;  but  I  hold  that  the  time  I 
when,  if  we  are  to  \'ote  moncv  fof 
fence  Forces,  we  must  wte  sulEdo 
and  have  management  efficient  ci 
d>tain  value  for  that  moner. 
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General    Officer  Commanding 

ay— 

ioD  is  incomplete ; 

ctly  what  I  said  just  now.  I 
iw  that  I  was  coming  to  that 
use  I  had  not  read  it.  I  was 
le  organization  as  being  abso- 
ifactory,  and  the  Major-General 
I,  or  I  back  him  up — 

cnts  necessary  for  a  mobile  army 
e  created. 

ments  are  good  enough  to  get 
r  staff  rides;  that  is  one  thing 
i— 

neither  sufficient  guns,  arms,  equip- 
nunitioa  available. 

ive  the  General  Officer  Com- 
bing a  grea't  deal  more  than  1 
that  magazine  article  for  which 

in  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
iculouslv  attacked  in  the  press. 
>AWSON. — The  honorable  sena- 

the  Australian  people. 
Lt.-Col.    NEILD.— My  hon- 
id  must  have  had  the  article 

and  the  reader  must  have  read 
thing  which  was  not  there,  be 
ows  that  I  did  not  attack  tin; 
)eople. 

>AWSON. — The  honorable  sena- 
the  Australian  people. 
Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— My  honor- 
must  know,  if  he  read  the 
I  did  not  attack  anybody, 
hat  more  attention  should  be 
e  serious  question  of  defence, 
less  attention  to  the  joyousness 
ts,  and  the  joy  which  some  per- 
:nce  in  making  money. 
Dawson. — What  about  the 
int.  if  possessed  of  a  rifle  and 
se  ful'i  of  cartridges,  the  Aus- 
ks  himself  a  match  for  the 
1  soldier  of  any  nation  under 
"hat  is  against  the  authorities. 
.t.-CoI.  NEILD.— If  my  hon- 
id  will  give  me  the  article  to 

referring  

)awson. — Yes.    Here  it  is. 
Lt.-Col.    NEILD.— I   do  not 
;her    this  typewritten  copy  is 

Dawson. — The  copy  is  all 
he  article  is  most  contemptuous 
Lustralians. 

.t.-CoI.  NEILD.— As  my  hon 
d  says  that,  I  must  go  into  this 
I  first  of  all  drew  attention 
jal  manner  in  which  officers  and 


men  were  selected  for  service  in  South 
Africa,  I  pointed  out  that  it  had  been  the 
practice  of  Imperial  officers  in  Australia  to 
select  men  who  had  had  no  service  at  all  in 
many  cases,  as  against  officers  and  men  of 
the  Defence  Forces  who  had  had  years  of 
training,  and  I  then  went  on  to  say — 

These  mischievous  ideas  were  fostered  by  the 
action  of  Imperial  Army  officers  commanding  the 
local  forces  in  recommending  for  commissions 
in  the  various  contingents  despatched  from  Aus- 
tralia utterly  inexperienced  youths  and  gentle- 
men possessing  social  qualifications,  in  prefer- 
ence to  experienced  and  trained  officers  of  the 
Defence  Forces. 

Is  that  against  Colonial  troops? 

And  as  the  officers,  so  the  rank  and  file.  The 
wholly  untrained  were  as,  or  more,  welcome 
than  trained    members  of  the  Military  Forces. 

With  these  examples  of  selection  before  them, 
and  with  the  successes  achieved  by  the  officers 
and  men  so  chosen  before  them — - 

That  is  an  admission  that  the  officers  and 
men  without  any  training  had  achieved  suc- 
cess in  South  Africa. 

the  people  of  Australia  have  now  an  ingrained 
belief— 

"  Ingrained  "  is  not  a  word  that  I  remember 
using ;  but  I  dare  say  I  did — 
that  an  Australian,  astride  anything  with  foui 
legs,  is,  if  possessed  of  a  rifie  and  a  pillow- 
case full  of  cartridges,  a  match  for  an  indefinite 
number  of  the  best-trained  soldiers  of  any  na. 
tion  under  heaven. 

There  is  not  a  word  in  that  against  the  De- 
fence Forces  or  their  members.  I  only  point 
out  that  there  are  in  Australia  a  number  of 
persons  who  have  not  read  aright  the  lesson 
of  the  success  of  Colonial  troops  in  South 
Africa,  and  who  have  a  silly  and  mistaken 
idea  of  military  matters.  Not  one  word  of 
that  comment  applies  to  Colonial  troops.  1 
do  not  take  back  a  word  of  it. 

Senator  Matheson. — Is  it  not  a  bit  of  a 
sneer? 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— It  is  a  bit  of 

a  sneer  at  persons  who  have  not  paid  atten- 
tion to  matters  as  they  ought  to  have  done. 

Senator  Guthrie. — And  the  honorable 
senator  sent  that  sneer  to  the  people  of  Eng- 
land ? 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— If  it  makes 
my  honorable  friend  in  any  way  happy  to 
put  that  construction  on  it,  he  is  welccwne 
to  do  so.  The  General  Officer  Command- 
ing proceeds  to  make  these  observations — ■ 

It  will,  therefore,  be  seen  that  the  construction 
of  a  Transcontinental  Railway  would,  under 
existing  circumstances,  confer  no  satisfactory 
advantage  upon  Australia  in  its  present  con- 
dition of  military  unpreparedness. 

So  that  the  General  Officer  Commanding 
tells  us  that  we  have  neither  guns,  rifles, 

Digitized  by  Cj 


00 


4Sit>  Supply  fSfeNAtE.]  Bill  00. 3). 


equipment,  nor  ammunition  available;  no 
departments  necessary  for  the  constitution  of 
a  mobile  army,  and  ho  local  means  of  equip- 
ping such  a  field  force,  and  that  we  are  in  a 
condition  of  military  unpreparedness. 

Senator  Matheson. — It  is  all  quite  true. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD. — I  believe  it 
is,  and  I  draw  attentitxi  to  these  facts,  so 
that  the  taxpayers  may  have  an  opportunity 
of  using  their  power  at  the  right  time  to 
correct  this  shocking  piece  of  administration. 
The  General  OfiBicer  Commanding  con- 
tinues— 

The  most  that  could  be  expected  from  the  mili- 
tary situation  at  present  existing  would  be  the 
concentration  of  a  certain  aumber  of  armed  men, 
wlio,  without  adequate  administrative  Depart- 
ments, or  the  required  equipment,  vtould  be  quite 
incapable  of  coping  with  even  an  inferior  num- 
ber of  an  invader's  troops,  carefully  trained,  or- 
ganized, and  equipped  with  the  latest  modem 
appliances,  as  tney  unquestionably  would  be. 

That  paragraph  is  in  entire  agreement  with 
statements  which  were  made  in  this  Chamber 
by  me  long  ago.  To  pit  Commonwealth 
soldiers,  a  large,  or  even  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  whom  were  untrained,  or  insufficiently 
trained,  against  the  troops  of  an  invading 
force  which  would  undoubtedly  be  highly 
trained,  completely  equipped,  and  furnished 
with  every  means  of  destruction  that  war- 
like science  could  devise,  would  be  to  send 
them  to  certain  annihilation.  No  half- 
trained  or  half-equipped  troops  would  be 
sent  to  attack  Australia.  Every  man  sent 
here  for  warlike  jpurposes  would  be  a  picked 
man. 

Senator  Daw.sqn. — To  what  kind  of 
training  does  the  honorable  senator  refer? 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— To  the  kind 
of  training  which  enables  men  to  carry 
out  the  duties  attaching  to  warlike  opera- 
tions. In  view  of  the  fact  that  we  are  now 
being  asked  to  vote  a  proportion  of  the 
;^5oo,ooo,  or  more,  annually  spent  upon 
defence,  it  behoves  us,  as  the  guardians  of 
the  public  purse,  to  ask  for  information  as 
to  what  is  being  done,  and  not  to  vote  the 
money  blindly.  It  would  be  absurd  for  a 
man  who  had  a  policy  in  a  rotten 
fire  insurance  company  to  regard  himself 
as  protected  against  loss  by  fire, 
and  it  would  be  equally  absurd  for 
the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  to  flatter 
themselves  that  they  are  protected  against 
invasion  by  the  possession  of  a  military  force 
which  has  no  chance  of  becoming  as  effi- 
cient as  anv  attacking  force  would  be.  Our 
men  may  be  as  brave  as  any  set  of  men 
under  God's  heaven  could  be,  but  they 
would  have  no  chance  of  success  if  opposed 


to  men  who  are  better  armed,  and  who 
commanded  by  efficient  officers.  In 
connexion,  I  would  draw  the  attentioti 
the  Minister  to  the  fact  that,  accordinj 
Appendix  K  to  the  report  from  which  1 1| 
just  quoted,  there  are  in  the  Militia  Ud 
no  fewer  than  197  officers  short,  and  In 
Volunteer  branch  a  shortage  of  144,  a  < 
shortage  of  341.  Now.  although  Ted 
Atkins  may  be  trained  in  the  eiemcntj 
soldiering  by  three  mondu'  drill,  it  tj 
years  to  make  a  decent  officer. 

Senator  GtVENS. — Some  of  them  arri 
decent,  even  after  years  of  training. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— That  ma 
so.  Many  men  who  think  that  they  are  j 
officers  take  a  mistaken  view  of  their  c 
bilities.  Speaking,  not  from  any  tedii 
knowledge,  but  from  my  general  knonk 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  real  shorta^ 
officers  is  something  like  400,  becau 
great  many  of  those  on  the  list  do  not  at 
to  their  work.  Probably  some  bcffit4 
senators  know  that  there  are  on  r^iin 
lists  names  of  c^ers  who  do  no  duly, 
who  ought  to  be  got  rid  of.  To  re 
what  a  shortage  of  between  300  ami 
officers  really  means,  I  ask  l^e  Senii 
remember  that  the  usual  company  str; 
of  volunteers  is  three  officers  to  100 
or  ten  officers  to  1,000,  so  that  the  stu;; 
is  something  very  serious.  In  the  m 
it  is  about  three  to  sixty.  It  ■ 
no  use  to  have  staff  rides,  aihi 
provide  other  training,  unless  mearu 
taken  to  provide  a  proper  00 
ment  of  officers.  The  service  shoi!- 
made  sufficiently  attractive  to  induce  n.- 
undertake  this  work.  Though  I  am  i\Ki 
in  the  most  general  terms,  from  a  sens 
my  responsibility  as  a  public  mm  1 
nevertheless  speaking  as  the  oldest 
mental  commander  in  New  Soufh  W 
with  but  one  exception. 

Senator  Matheson. — What  atiran 
are  lacking  ? 

Senator    Lt.-Cbl.    NEILD.— There 
many  causes  why  men  remain  out  i-f 
service.    For  one  reason,  the  forces  i 
in  a  general  way  been  in  a  state  of  ! 
disorganization.     We  have    had  in; 
after  inquiry.    Only  the  other  da>  it 
stated  in  the  press  that  there  was  !•■■ 
an  inquiry  into  the  alleged  serious  I^s'-' 
of  official  secrets — from  what  brao'*''j 
the  Defence  Department  and  in  what  ■[ 
nexion  I  do  not   know.     But,  str."'l 
enough,  what  is  complained   of  in 
bourne  now  took  place  when  certain 
cers,  one  of  whom  siibsequently  left 
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ile  the  other  ceased  to  be  at- 
e  in  New  South  Wales.  Those 
are  in  Melbourne  to-day,  and 
ily  within  their  cognizance  all 
of  the  Military  Department.  I 
)w  whether  there  is  any  con- 
'een  the  two  incidents;  but  the 
main  all  the  same. 

Dawson. — It  is  rather  sugges- 

Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— I  feel  that 
cidence. 

Guthrie. — It  is  more  than  that. 
.t.-Col.  NEILD.— Several  other 
^e  been  inquired  into  of  late, 
been  a  scandal  about  a  cable- 
ler  about  a  revolver,  and  yet 
Lit  an  after-dinner  speech.  There 
[ninistrative,  branches,  the  Min> 
B,  which  is  supreme,  and  the 
[ice,  and,  judging  by  statements 

appeared  in  the  press,  there 

serious  disagreements  between 
ad  something  in  the  newspaper 
ich  shows  that  that  is  so.  These 
r  to  me  to  be  sufficient  justihca- 
lat  I  said  just  now  in  regard 
led  for  an  entire  change, 
on  of  officers  is  of  paramount 
What  is  the  use  of  import- 

if  we  have  not  the  num- 
bers necessary  for  instructional 
id  for  leading  the  men?  For- 
Vew  South  Wales,  there  were 
rs  to  every  100  men  in  the 
egiments,  but  now  there  are 
s  to  every  sixty  men.  With 
ly  altered   proportion  of  offi- 

is  a  shocking  shortage,  and 
:hat  this  matter  should  receive 

consideration  of  the  Adminis- 

Matheson. — What  would-  the 
snator  suggest  in  order  to  make 
attractive  ? 

.t.-Col.  NEILD. — If  my  views 
I  shall  be  prepared  to  make 
in  the  right  quarter. 

\Iatheson. — Is  not  Parliament 

arter  ? 

.t.-CoI.  NEILD.— If  the  mat- 
1  that  way,  I  admit  that  I  have 
nind  at  the  moment  any  special 
lit  ions.  One  important  point 
would  direct  attention,  however, 
hat  ever  since  the  establishment 
nonwealth,  the  Defence  Depart- 
:en  in  practically  a  chaotic  con- 


Senator  Dawson. — Do  I  understand  the 
honorable  senator  to  say  that,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  Defence  Forces,  at  least 
400  additional  officers  ought  to  be  ap- 
pointed ? 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD. — I  am  adopt- 
ing the  exact  figures  given  in  the  report  of 
the  General  Officer  Commanding.  He 
shows  that  three  officers  are  required  for 
the  permanent  forces,  197  for  the  militia, 
and  144  for  the  volunteers.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  total  given  is  correct. 
I  have  found  such  extreme  mud- 
dles in  the  documents  issued  by  the 
Military  Department  that  I  place  very  little 
reliance  upon  them.  However,  the  report 
shows  a  total  of  344  officers  short  of  the 
establishment,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
even  a  larger  number  than  344  would  be 
required,  inasmuch  as  there  must  be  a  cer- 
tain number  of  officers  who  exist  solely  on 
paper,  and  who  are  not  doing  any  work. 

Senator  Matheson. — Would  such  officers 
be  paid? 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— No. 

Senator  Dawson. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  contend  that  for  the  number  of  men 
now  constituting  the  forces,  an  additional 
400  officers  would  be  required  in  order 
to  secure  efficiency  ? 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD. — According  to 
the  report  of  the  General  Officer  Command- 
ing, 344  officers  and  2,782  men  are  re- 
quired to  bring  the  forces  up  to  their  full 
strength. 

Senator  Dawson. — That  is  quite  a  dif- 
ferent thing. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— But  three  or 
four  hundred  additional  officers  would  not 
be  required  for  two  or  three  thousand  men. 
For  2,700  men  we  should  require  only 
eighty  or  ninety  officers.  For  the  sake  of 
'convenience,  let  us  say  that  100  additional 
officers  would  be  required  for  the  men  who 
are  not  enrolled,  but  who  ought  to  be  en- 
rolled in  order  to  bring  the  forces  up  to 
the  strength  authorized  by  Parliament. 

Senator  Dawson. — I  thought  the  hon- 
orable senator  was  arguing  that  the  present 
forces  were  under-officered. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— Allowing 
100  officers  for  the  men  who  are  not  en- 
rolled, an  additional  250  officers  would  be 
required  for  the  men  who  are  enrolled. 

Senator  Dawson. — Would  that  be  from 
the  non-commissioned  officers  upwards  ? 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— Yes  Com- 
missioned officers. 
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Senator  Dawson. — ^The  hcmorable  sena- 
tor is  calculating  on  three  officers  for  every 
xoo  men? 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— Yes ;  roughly. 
Of  course,  a  few  more  would  be  required. 
Taking  a  complete  foot  regiment  of  eight 
companies,  twenty-four  company  (rf5cers  and 
three  staff  officers  would  be  needed,  making 
in  all  twenty-seven  cheers.  The  proportion 
of  officers  would  be  greater  in  the  case  of 
mounted  troops.  Therefore,  the  figures 
which  I  gave  just  now  would  be  nearly  cor- 
rect as  applying  to  infantry,  but  not  so 
accurate  as  applying  to  moimted  troops. 

Senator  Guthrie. — How  about  the  ar- 
tillery ? 

Senator  Lt.-Coi.  NEILD,— I  should  not 
like  to  say  off-hand.  I  have  not  every 
detail  at  my  fingers'  ends.  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  know  everything.  Roughly  speak- 
ing, however,  my  statement  would  hold 
good.  I  do  not  tie  myself  down  to  a  few 
oSBxxts,  more  or  less,  biecause  in  order  to  be 
exact,  I  should  have  to  calculate  the  actual 
shortage  in  each  branch  of  the  ser\'ice — in 
the  mounted  troops,  the  artillery,  the 
militia,  and  the  volunteers.  I  see  in 
the  report  of  the  General  Officer 
Commanding  a  statement  with  regard  to 
uniforms.  I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  time  by 
quoting  further  from  the  report,  but  I  re- 
peat what  I  said  this  afternoon,  namefly, 
that  although  the  present  system  of  coti- 
mand  and  administration  h^es  been  in  going 
order  for  two  years  and  eight  months,  it 
is  not  possible  to-day  to  hold  a  re- 
view of  the  troops  of  the  CcHnmonwealth, 
because  the  men  have  not  suitable  uniforms 
in  which  to  turn  out.  In  New  South  Wales 
the  uniforms  are  so  disgraceful  that  the 
Commanding  Officer  can  only  order  night 
parades,  at  which  the  uniforms  cannot  be 
seen.  That  information  is  published  in 
the  newspapers.  I  am  not  giving  away 
military  secrets,  but  I  am  only  stating  what 
has  been  published  in  the  General  Orders, 
and  has  been  stated  in  the  press. 

Senator  Dawson. — But  has  the  hcmorable 
senator  stated  the  reason  correctly  ? 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— Yes.  I  re- 
cently made  personal  inquiries,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Federal  Legislature,  and  found 
that  there  was  no  cl  ath  in  New  South  Wales 
of  which  uniforms  could  be  made. 

Senator  Guthrie. — Contracts  are  only 
now  being  accepted  in  some  parts  of  the 
CommcHiweatth. 

Senator  Lt.-CoL  NEILD.— The  authori- 
ties are  always  acc&pting  ccmtracts,  but 
little  comes  of  it. 


Senator  Dawson. — Does  tbe  boiun 
senator  know  that  the  Coaunonwealth  (: 
vemment  is  to  supply  the  cloth,  and  th;: 
contract  has  been  accepted  for  tbe  t^A 
up  of  the  cloth  into  unifoims? 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— Unfortuna 
all  the  world  knows  that  a  contraa 
accepted  for  the  supply  of  the  cloth  reqii 
for  the  unifcHms,  but  the  material  wu 
such  an  unsatisfactory  character  that  it 
condemned,  and  everything  came  to  a  so 
still.  Some  time  afterwudi  another  1 
tract  was  accepted,  and  I  suppose  tb4 
new  contractors  have  not  yet  suppild  : 
cloth,  because  there  is  none  in  N'en  Si 
Wal«^ 

Senator  Dawson. — Cloth  is  being 
plied  to  New  South  Wales  from  (im 

land. 

Senator  Lt.-CoI.  NEILD.— 1  am 
lighted  to  bear  it,  and  Queensland  hn: 
most  sincere  OMigratulations. 

Senator  DawsonI — The  cloth  is  t 
made  in  Queensland  feu*  the  purpose 
meeting  the  requirements  of  the  New  S 
Walets  forces. 

Senator  Lt.-CoJ.  NEILD.— The  > 
has  not  yet  reached  New  S 
Wales,  or,  if  it  has,  it  has  not 
been  placed  in  the  contractors  h: 
Some  reference  was  made  this  aftenur 
the  condition  of  affairs  obtaining  at  Tt 
day  Island,  which  has  been  designated 
of  the  gates  of  Australia.  So  it  is. 
it  is  a  gate  which  rests  upon  verj'  a 
hinges  at  the  present  time.  Two  forts 
been  erecterl  there  upon  two  hills, 
not  krtow  the  exact  distance  between  tht 
it  cannot  well  be  under  a  mile  by  roati, 
may  be  materially  .mow — but  the  • 
anny  provided  to  fight  the  guns  in  1 
forts  oHisists  of  about  forty-three  per* 

Senator  ^Iatheson. — How  many  gun; 
there  ?  , 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— I  do  r.^] 
member.   This  little  weakling  force  iis; 
be  eked  out  with  a  partially -paid  or  ir. 
company,  but  I  learned  recently  whilst 
visit  there  that  this  force  had  pra"'- 
"petered  out,"  as  they  say  on  the  P 
Slope.     From  discouragement  and 
one  cause  or  another,  there  is  now  no  ir 
force  there  worthy  of  amsideratioi- 
is  unfortunate,  because  there  is  an 
number  of  hardy  active  men  in  the  lo"" 
who  would  be  able  to  work  the  guns 
cellent  style. 

Senator  Gitens.— Where  are  those  h 
men  to  be  found? 
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Lt-Col  NEILD.— They  spend 
ur  time  on  the  water. 
GiVENS. — Owing  to  the  policy 
the  honorable  senabx  and  his 
cannot  make  a  living  there. 
Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— I  do  not 
lat  policy  the  honcH-able  senator 

GiVENS. — To  the  black  labour 

DoBSON. — That  is  another  un- 
:tion. 

Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— I  do  not 
the  interruption  is  pertinent  to 
ion.  Some  persons  would 
it  is  impertinent. 
DoBSON. — It  is  incorrect ;  that 
rtunate  feature  of  it. 
GivENS. — It  is  absolutely  correct. 
l-t.-Col.  NEILD.— There  is  also 
Albany,  and  a  few  troops  are 
here.  Senator  Matheson  has 
rticularly  under  his  ken,  and  he 
:  Committee  some  startling  stories 
n  with  it.  Then  we  are  aware 
is  an  important  harbor  at  Fre- 
ich  is  utterly  unprotected  at  the 
ne.  Until  the  present  works 
d  out  and  a  large  paling  fence 
keep  the  wind  out  of  the  har- 
Id  port  was,  I  understand,  de- 
an American  captain  as  being 
1  the  Indian  Ocean  sheltered  by 
of  Good  Hope."  That  de- 
conditiwi  of  affairs  which  existed 
tern  Australia,  at  ccKisiderable 
ovided  an  excellent  little  harbor, 
ought  to  be  in  a  position  to 
Why  did  that  State  join  the 
if  shs  was  not  to  share  in  the 
lich  the  larger  States  could  pro- 
D  to  the  present  time,  however, 
t  received  a  pennyworth  of  con- 
in  the  nature  of  defence  from 
Jeed,  the  defence  forces  of  Wes- 
alia  are  now  probably  materially 
ous  and  efficient  than  they  were 
i  aga 

Dawson. — That  is  not  the  fault 
rernment.      It  is  owing  to  the 
judicious    distribution    by  the 
fficer  Commanding. 
Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— I  have  al- 
that  I  do  not  pretend  to  allocate 
for  what  exists.    I  do  not  urge 
^s  with  the  Ministerial  adminis- 
with  the  military  administration, 
□ubtedl  y,    it    rests  somewhere, 
ke  that  statement  unhesitatingly 
:  man  of  a  quarter  of  a  century's 


standing.  I  do  not  know  who  is  respon- 
sible for  the  present  position  of  affairs,  but 
I  presume  that  if  a  row  can  be  created 
about  a  revolver,  a  similar  disturbance 
may  be  raised  about  big  guns.  We 
require  an  entire  change  in  existing  methods 
connected  with  our  great  expenditure  upon 
CommOTiwealth  defence,  and  I  sincerely 
hope  that  by  some  means  a  solution  of  the 
difficulty  will  be  arrived  at,  and  that  we 
shall  not-  continue  to  spend  ;£50o,ooo  an- 
nually in  the  unsatisfactory  manner  in 
which  it  has  been  expended  in  the  past. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON  (South 
Australia — Attorney- General). — I  am  sure 
that  honorable  members  do  not  expect  me  to 
be  familiar  with  all  the  details  and  ramifi- 
cations of  the  Defence  Forces  

Senator  Guthrie. — Being  a  man  of  peace. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— For  the 
reason  suggested  by  my  honorable  friend,  as 
well  as  for  others.  I  know  they  will  not 
expect  me  to  traverse  the  wide  field  which 
has  been  txjvered  by  honorable  senators  who 
have  spoken,  and  who  have  a  good  deal  of 
information  regarding  defence  matters  at 
their  fingers'  ends.  Such  information  as  I 
have  I  Siall  give  to  the  Committee,  in  an- 
swer to  the  specific  questions  which  have 
been  addressed  to  me.  At  the  same  time,  1 
desire  to  express  my  indebtedness  to  those 
honorable  senators  who  have  spoken,  for 
directing  my  attention  to  reports  and  details, 
and  to  the  general  subject  of  the  defence  ot 
Australia.  There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that 
we  are  all  strongly  impressed  with  the  vital 
necessity  of  providing  for  an  efficient  and 
complete  defence  of  our  shores  and  of  our 
country.  I  may  also  add  that  no  Ministry 
would  be  worthy  of  its  position  in  the  Com- 
monwealth if  it  did  not  realize'  the  gravity 
of  the  situation,  and  seek  to  arrive  at  its 
solution  in  the  way  that  would  most  effec- 
tively secure  the  desired  end. 

Senator  McGregor. — Have  we  not  got 
the  Auxiliary  Squadron?  What  more  do  we 
want  ? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  am 
sure  that  past  Governments  have  been  ani- 
mated with  equal  zeal  in  that  direction.  I 
know  that  during  his  term  of  trffice  Senator 
Dawson  made  a  most  earnest  study  of  the 
whole  subject,  and  I  believe  that  he  has  left 
behind  him  valuable  information  and  recom- 
mendations concerning  the  matters  which 
came  under  his  notice.  All  those  recommen- 
dations, as  well  as  the  suggesticms 
which  have  been  made  by  honorable  senators 
upon  this  side  of  the  Chamber,  will  receive 
most  careful  attention. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4324  Supply  [SENATE.] 


BiU  {No.  3). 


Senator  Dawson. — It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  Government  will  adopt  my  recommenda- 
tions. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  am 
sure  that  my  honorable  friend  will  not  ex- 
pect me  to  pledge  myself  to  that  course,  un- 
til I  have  considered  them.  The  first  point 
which  was  raised  by  Senator  Matheson,  had 
reference  to  the  omission  of  the  words  "  to 
be  repaid  by  the" — shall  I  say,  "Im- 
perial Government"? 

Senator  Matheson. — Xo;  "British." 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— "  By 
the  British  Government "  in  connexion 
with  the  expenditure  of  £,15,  which 
appears  under  Division  No.  44.  There  is  no 
doubt  whatever  that  that  money  has  to  be 
repaid.  The  inclusion  of  that  amount  in 
this  Bill,  without  the  words  referred  to,  does 
not  mean  that  it  is  not  to  be  repaid.  Those 
words  were  omitted — I  will  not  say  because 
the  late  Government  were  frightened  by  the 
honorable  member's  references  to  the  use  of 
the  word  "  Imperial  "  in  tlie  la&t  Supply 
Bill. 

Senator  Matheson. — Is  that  the  insinua- 
tion? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Na 

Senator  Matheson. — I  would  not  mind 
such  an  insinuation  being  made. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  am 
perfectly  certain  that  the  honorable  sena- 
tor's observations  have  always  very  great 
weig^it.  At  any  rate,  we  see  the  omission, 
and  the  sum  of  £1$  in  the  particular  in- 
stance referred  to  is  to  be  repaid.  The 
other  point  which  was  raised  related  to  the 
vote  passed  last  year  in  connexion  with  the 
fortification  of  Fremantle. 

Senator  Dawson. — There  is  no  omission. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— In  real- 
ity, there  is  not.  When  the  last  Supply  Bill 
was  before  the  Senate,  the  fortification  of 
Fremantle  was  dealt  with  by  Senator 
Matheson,  and  explained  bv  Senator  Daw- 
son, who  said  that  the  vote  in  question  had 
been  expended  in  purchasing  ammunition. 

Senator  Matheson. — But  this  relates  to 
another  sum  of  ;£5,ooo. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  think 
that  my  honorable  friend  will  see  that  the 
whole  of  the  unexpended  balance  was  used 
in  the  purchase  of  ammunition.  This  is 
the  same  matter  that  was  dealt  with  on  the 
last  Supply  Bill.  I  think  that  Senator 
Matheson  was  a  little  severe — or,  perhaps,  I 
should  rather  say,  mistaken — in  his  criticism 
of  the  attitude  taken  up  by  Sir  George 
Turner.  Sir  George  did  not  say  that  be- 
cause it  would  involve  an  outlay  of  ;^6o,ooo 


to  complete  the  defence  works  at  Fitmu 
he  considered  that  the  sum  voted  last  }^ 
should    not    be    expended.     He  1 
greatly   impressed,  as   we  all  must 
with  the  importance  of  having  an  1 
quate  defence  at  Fremantle,  and  said  0 
and  over  again,  that  he  wished  that  defe 
to  be  not  a  sham,  but  a  safe  and  «c 
one.    It  was  pointed  out  by  him  that, 
connexion  with  the  amount  placed  on 
year's  Estimates^  there  was  a  footnote 
dicating  that  it  was  only  a  preliniiii 
vote,  and  that  it  was,  he  atat^,  detenq 
on  the  assumption  that  the  expendit 
would  be  very  much  less  than  as  he  il 
wards  discovered  it  would  be.  On  confer 
with    the    authorities,    he  learned 
an    expenditure   of    from  ;£6o,ooo 
;£8o,ooo    would    probably   be  neces 
to    ccxnplete    the    work ;    but  it 
since  been  ascertained  that  this  estii 
will  be  considerably  reduced  by  the 
that,  as  mentioned  by  Senator  Peaioe, 
Government  of  Western  Australia  inten 
allow  the  land  requisite  for  the  puipca 
the  fort  to  be  treated  as  transferred 
perty.    Finding  that  was  so,  my  right 
orable  colleague,  as  Treasurer  in  the  De 
Ministry,  obtained  on  the  Supplerner 
Estimates  which  were  passed  

Senator  Matheson. — That  related  v 
£s,oQo,  not  to  the  £9,000. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON- 
sanction  of  Parliament,  was  obtained  v 
expenditure  of  the  balance  of  the  m 
voted  for  this  work,  on  the  purch:'!* 
ammunition,  and,  as  Senator  DavAfi 
plained,  it  was  spent  in  that  var. 
Treasurer,  having  ascertained,  as  he 
that  the  sum  required  to  secure  an  eff< 
defence  for  Fremantle,  will  be  consiilcr 
larger  than  he  ori^ally  cooteoipl- 
when  the  Estimates-m-Ch'ief  are  brJ 
down,  it  will  be  found  that  they  make 
vision  for  a  first  instalment. 

Senator  Dawson. — ^Which  will  inr 
all  these  Estimates. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON-: 
is  so.  AU  these  Estimates  will  be  bro 
down,  and  Parliament,  in  vtMtng  the 
instalment,  will  be  fiUly  informed  : 
what  the  carrying  out  of  this  work 
entail.  I  think  that  is  an  hoiest.  stri 
forward  course  to  adopt.  It 
he  scarcely  treating  Parliament  with  1 
lute  candour  if,  cm  the  votmg  of  a  ; 
cular  amount,  the  ultimate  expenditi::; 
volved  with  regard  to  this  item  couid  ^ 
better  ascertained  than  it  was  in  ih-- 
'  instance.       It  was*,  therefore.   ff  = 
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itar\'e  the  fortifications  of  Fre- 
t  rather  from  the  point  of  view 
lould  be  made  efficient,  safe,  and 
:  this  change  was  made, 
Matheson. — Then  how  did  they 
>end   the  sum  of  ;^3,8oo,  foi 
had  no  authority  ? 
Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— They 
ity  to  spend  ;^9,ooo. 
Matheson. — They  brought  down 
;^3,8oo  as  a  supplementary  vote, 
hey  had  no  authority  whatever. 
Sir    JOSIAH   SYMON.— The 
which  reference  has  been  made, 
he  expenditure  in  connexion  with 

1  and  re-erection  of  buildings 
e  site.  When  the  Estimates-in- 
ibmitted,  the  whole  item  will  be 

and  my  honorable  friend  will 
j11  explanation  and  the  revised 
fore  him.  Senator  Guthrie  re- 
he  excess  of  expenditure  under 
:  of  "  Defence,"  saying  that  there 
.  of  ;^2o,ooo  in  excess  of  the 
>wn  under  that  heading  in  the 
<f  Bill.  I  may  say  that  the 
hat  amount  represents  expendi- 

purchase  of  ammunition. 
Guthrie. — It  consists  mostly  of 

38. 

Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— That 
lunition.  I  am  explaining  to  the 
lenator  the  information  which  I 
ed. 

Dawson. — It  relates  to  am- 
or rifle  clubs. 

Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— For 
and  so  forth.  The  Divi- 
ich  make  up  this  excess 
87,  90,  106,  109,  and  124, 
^present  a  total  of  over  ;£20,ooo. 
sion  has  to  be  made  before  the 
;  is  ordered,  because  the  Trea- 
;  on  the  money  being  paid  to  the 
asurers  before  the  order  is  sent, 

be,  through  them.    Then  Sena- 

2  "also  referred  to  two  smaller 
ie  mentioned  division  99, 
ws  an  increase  of  jQ\o  as 
with  that  in  the  last  Supply 
last  Supply  Bill  under  this  item 
)r  an  expenditure  of  ;^520.  while 
ision  the  item  is  ^£530.  The  ex- 
that  we  cannot  always  accurately 
xpenditure  for  the  year  into  one- 
representing  a  month's  supply. 

>f  a  matter  of  dividing  the  total, 
5  instance  the  amount  has  been 
s  ;^^53o  instead  of  ;£52o. 


Senator  Dawson. — Not  necessarily  to  be 
spent. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Exactly. 
It  is  merely  a  provision  with  a  view  to  ex- 
penditure that  may  be  required.  I  take 
this  as  an  illustration,  because  the  same  thing 
occurs  in  other  instances.  It  occurs,  for  ex- 
ample, in  connexion  with  the  item  "Camps 
of  training  and  schools  of  instruction,"  in 
respect  of  which  a  sum  of  ^^250  is  set  down. 

Senator  Guthrie. — The  total  is  jQl^o. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  take 
as  an  example  the  sum  of  £,2^0  relating  to 
New  South  Wales. 

Senator  Guthrie. — That  is  absolutely 
new. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— It  is; 
and  I  may  say  I  understand  that  the  late 
Prime  Minister  and  his  colleagues,  after 
full  consideration,  decided  to  leave  the 
amount  as  it  now  stands.  The 
money  is  not  necessarily  to  be  spent, 
but  provision  is  made  so  that  it  may  be 
expended  if  it  is  found  necessary  to  do  so. 
That  is  how  the  matter  stands  at  present. 
In  regard  to  all  these  matters,  and  par- 
ticularly the  more  important  general  ques- 
tions to  which  attention  has  been 
so  ablv  directed,  I  hope  that  when 
we  have  the  E.stimates-in-Chief  before 
us,  the  whole  subject  will  be 
thoroughly  ventilated,  and  that  every 
point  to  which  attention  has  been  called 
will  be  considered  in  the  meantime,  so  that 
we  may  have  that  which  we  all  desire,  a 
thoroughly  efficient  svstem  of  defence. 

Senator  MATHESON  (Western  Austra- 
lia).— I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply 
to  the  remarks  made  by  the  Attorney-Gene- 
ral. He  will  understand  of  course  that  we 
absolve  him  and  his  colleagues  from  any 
responsibility  in  this  matter.  We  thoroughly 
recognise  that  it  is  simply  an  inheritance, 
and  that  the  explanation  which  he 
has  given  is  that  which  has  been 
furnished  to  him  by  the  Department. 
I  want  to  poirtt  out  two  facts ;  first,  thai 
only  £^$,000  of  the  ;^9,ooo  in  question  was 
spent  on  ammunition,  as  is  clearly  shown 
on  page  6  of  the  Supplementary  Estimates. 

Senator  Dawson. — That  was  only  a  di- 
version. 

Senator  MATHESON.— It  was  a  diver- 
sion of  ^£"5,000  from  the  gun  at  Fremantle 
to  the  ammunition. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symgn. — That  is 
quite  right. 

Senator  Dawson. — The  reason  was  that 
we  could  not  get  the  gun,  and  we  did  want 
the  ammunition. 
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Senator  MATHESON.— I  am  not  raising 
any  question  on  that  point,  but  mere^ly  mak- 
ing a  statement  of  fact.  There  was  another 
sum  of  j£4,ooo  for  the  fortification  at  Fre- 
mantle,  and  that  sum  Sir  George  Turner 
said  he  would  not  spend  because  the  total 
involved  was  too  great  to  embark  on  with- 
out the  authorization  of  Parliament.  In 
spite  of  that,  however,  Sir  George  Turner 
spent,  without  authority,  jQ^,^o  on  another 
branch  of  the  same  fortification.  It  seemed 
to  me  then,  and  it  still  seems  to  me,  that 
the  ezplanatkoi  Sir  Gewge  Turner  gave  as 
to  why  the  ;£4,ooo  was  not  spent  in  accord- 
ance with  the  authority  of  Parliament,  is 
the  most  feeble  and  illogical  that  ever  pro- 
ceeded from  any  Treasurer  in  Australia. 

Senator  Givkns. — Such  a  great  man,  too  \ 

Senator  MATHESON.  —  Sir  George 
Turner  has  from  me  the  utm(»t  re- 
spect that  I  could  entertain  for  any 
Treasurer  j  but  in  this  case  I  sup- 
pose he  was  at  the  mercy  of  the 
Department,  or  something  of  that  sort,  arid 
did  not  understand  what  was  going  on.  We 
voted  ;£4,ooo  for  a  specific  purpose,  and 
for  a  specific  reason,  which  Sir  George 
Turner  gave,  that  simi  was  not  spent  j  but, 
notwithstanding  that  fact,  Sir  George  Tur- 
ner spent  ^3*800  on  a  cognate  midertak- 
ing  which  was  never  authorized,  and  which, 
unless  the  whole  scheme  be  authorized,  will 
mean  that  the  money  is  entirely  thrown 
away. 

Senator  Clemons. — Is  the  honorable 
senator  not  rather  blaming  Sir  George  Tur- 
ner for  not  having  done  two  wrongs  ? 

Senator  MATHESON.— On  the  con- 
trary, if  there  was  any  wr(»ig,  it  was  in  not 
spending  the  money  we  voted  for  a  specific 
purpose,  and  then  offering  an  explanation 
which  does  not  bear  inve^tigati(xi. 

Senator  Dawson. — Was  that  in  regard 
to  the  total  expenditure  of  ;£6o,ooo? 

Senator  MATHESON.— It  was  in  re- 
gard to  the  non- expenditure  of  the  ^^4,000. 

Senator  Dawson. — I  am  speaking  of  the 
intended  expenditure — of  an  instalment  of 
the  expenditure  of  ;^6o,ooo. 

Senator  MATHESON.— The  £5,^00 
was  spent  without  authority,  and  will  be 
absolutely  wasted  unless  we  confirm  the 
scheme  which  authorizes  the  expenditiire  of 
^60,000. 

Senator  Dawson. — That  is  what  I  mean. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syhon. — It  will  not 
be  wasted  if  the  work  of  the  fortifications 
l<;oes  on. 


Senator  MATHESON.— It  will  not  1I 
be  wasted,  but  Sir  George  Turner  has : 
pended  the  expenditure  of  the  ^£4,000. 
cause  he  waits  for  further  autborizatiooi 

Senator  Sir  Josiau  Symon.— He  t| 
the  sanction  of  Parliament.  , 

Senator  MATHESON.— Then  nh:-' 
ask,  did   Sir   George  Turner  spai>l 
;£3.8oo? 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syvm — Sure.; 
hoiKsrable  senator   does  not  complaM 
that? 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  do  most  ( 
tainly.  Here  we  have  the  Treasurer  dl 
in  his  place,  and  saying  that  it  would 
folly  to  spend  the  ^£4,000  which ' 
authorized;  and  yet  on  his  own  accd 
without  authority,  he  has  spent  ;£3,8oo. 
want  to  make  the  rigtit  honorable  gentia 
logical.  I  want  to  (xinvince  the  Sa 
and  the  public  that  Sir  George  Turoeis 
cuse  for  not  spending  the  j^4>ooo  b  1 
bish — absolute  rubbish. 

Senator   Cleuons. — Why  diould 
George  Turner  not  stop  the  expenditun 
he  was  doing  wrong,  frcxn  the  bcnon 
senator's  point  of  view? 

Senator  MATHESON.  —  Sir  G« 
Turner  was  doing  what  he  ought  not 
do  frcHn  my  point  of  view.  I  consida 
money  should  have  been  spent ;  but  1 
I  object  to  is  Ae  quibble. 

Senator  Givens. — Surely  the  horoa 
senator  does  not  think  that  Sir  Ga 
Turner  would  stoop  to  a  quibble? 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  do  nc< 
that  Sir  George  Turner  would  do  so  J 
sonally ;  he  is  a  gentleman  for  whoc 
have  the  utmost  respect.  It  is  the  maoi 
ment  of  the  Department  to  which  I  am 
ferring. 

Senator  Givens. — If  the  Treasimr  i 
mere  figure-head,  why  is  he  in  the  posiit 
We  are  simply  wasting  his  salarv. 

Senator  MATHESON.— That  is  a  qi 
ticm  which  I  cannot  debate  on  the  Defe 
Estimates..  In  regard  to  the  omissicri. 
is  suggested  by  Senator  SjTnon,  of  (xf. 
essentia]  words  in  the  Supply  Bill.  s:fi. 
because  they  would  have  entailed  the  0' 
sion  of  the  word  "  Imperial  "  

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon.— I  di'i  '• 
say  that. 

Senator  MATHESON.— That  is  c 
tainly  what  I  gathered  from  the  baiw'-' 
and  learned  senator's  remarks. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon.— W'fci' 
said  was  that  the  honorable  senator  n-^ 
have  frightened  titem,^ 
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MATHESON.— Undoubtedly ; 

as  a  suggestion  that  the  gentle- 
lave  lately  formed  the  Govern- 
s  country,  sooner  than  omit  the 
perial  "  and  insert  the  word 
omitted  the  whole  sentence.  I 
iderstood  that  to  be  the  sugges- 

regret  it,  because  I  should  have 
o  see  the  word  put  in. 
Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— My  at- 
:s  just  been  called  to  the 
d  I  think  Senator  Matheson 
;  informed  that  the  expenditure 

was  actually  and  expressly  au- 
^  the  Supplementary  Estimates 
r  ending  30th  June,  1904. 
Matheson. — Hear,  hearj  those 
Estimates  passed  in  July  of  this 

Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Then 
with  all  submission,  to  suggest 
Kjnorable  senator's  fervour  has 
e  urmecessary. 
Matheson. — No. 
Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  un- 
le  honorable  senator  to  complain 
the  late  Govenunent  or  some- 
had  spent  ;^3,8oo  without  au- 

Matheson. — Undoubtedly ;  and 
>  come  for  authority  on  the  Sup- 
Estimates  in  July  of  the  cur- 
Sir   JOSIAH  SYMON.— And 
jthorization  ? 

Matheson. — Yes,  but  after  the 
been  spent. 

Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— But 
iment  got  authorization? 

Matheson. — Undoubtedly. 

Lt.-Col.  NEILD  <New  South 
[  should  be  glad  if  the  Attomey- 
ould  answer  the  inquiry  I  made 

ago  in  this  discussion  that 
say  that  it  has  slipped  his 
On  page  6  of  his  report  the 
fficer  Commanding  lays  down  as 
n  precedent  to  his  continuing  to 
his  duties  during  the  remainder 
n,  that  an  Acting  Deputy  Assist- 
ermaster-General  and  an  Assist- 
int-General  of  Engineer  Services 
appointed.  I  should  like  to  know 
le  present  Estimates  include  any 
for  the  salaries  of  two  such  offi- 
her  we  are  appointing  those  oflB- 
ler  that  the  General  Officer  Com- 
Hay  continue   to   discharge  his 


Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— There 
is  no  additional  provision  on  the  Estimates 
with  regard  to  two  such  officers.  There 
has  always  been  a  provision  for  one  officer, 
and  that  remains. 

Schedule  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  without  requests ;  report 
adopted. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

Senate  adjourned  at  S.35  p.m. 


Senate. 

Wednesday,  7  September,  igo4. 


The  President  took  the  chair  at  "2.30 
p.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

ASSENT  TO  BILLS. 
Assent  to  the  following  Bills  reported: — 

Seat  of  Government  Bill. 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3). 

PAPERS. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON  laid  upon 
the  table  the  following  papers:  — 

Report  upon  the  disposal  of  obsolete  guns  and 
carriages. 

Report  by  Mr.  Surveyor  Chesterman  upon  pro- 
posed Federal  Capital  Site  in  the  Tooma  dis- 
trict. 

PUBLIC  SERVANTS  AND  POLITICS. 

Senator  PEARCE  asked  the  Attorney- 
General,  upon  notice — 

In  regard  to  the  following  paragraph  which 
appeared  in  the  Argus  of  24th  August,  1904 — 

"  Mr.  R.  L.  Phillips  (the  junior  vice-presi- 
dent) proposed  the  toast  of  the  Public 
Works  Department." 

"  Mr.  J.  H.  Marsden  (of  the  Federal  Pub- 
lic Works  Department)  responded.  He 
said  that  he  had  been  sent  over  to  New 
South  Wales  to  give  evidence  before 
the  Commission.  He  had  made  inqui- 
ries with  regard  to  day  labour  on 
public  buildings,  and  had  found  that 
the  work  done  by  day  labour  cost  50 
per  cent,  more  than  that  done  by  con- 
tract, and  was  not  any  better." 

1.  Is  the  Mr.  J.  H.  Marsden  referred  to  as  "of 
the  Federal  Public  Works  Department "  an  em- 
ploy^ of  the  Federal  Government? 

2.  If  so,  is  he  not  bound  by  the  regulation  pro- 
hibiting public  servants  from  "  publicly  taking 
part  in  politics  "  ? 

3.  If  so,  do  the  Government  intend  to  ask  the 
Public  Service  Commissioner  to  call  on  Mr.  Mars- 
den for  an  explanation  in  thus  publicly  taking 
sides  on  a  party  political  issue? 
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4.  Is  it  the  intention  of  the  Government,  if 
ihey  take  no  action,  to  allow  equal  liberties  to 
Jilt  public  servants,  irrespective  of  party? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— There 
is  no  Mr.  Marsden  in  the  Commonwealth 
Public  Works  Department. 

IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 
Senator  PEARCE  (Western  Australia). — 
I  move — 

That  the  Return  to  the  Order  of  the  Senate  re- 
lating to  imports  and  exports  laid  on  the  table 
on  nth  August,  1904,  be  printed. 

May  I  make  a  few  remarks,  sir,  in  sub- 
mitting the  motion? 

The  PRESIDENT.— The  Standing  Or- 
ders provide  that  a  "  formal  "  motion  must 
be  moved  without  debate.  The  honorable 
senator  ought  to  have  stated  that  it  was  not 
to  be  moved  as  formal  business,  if  he 
wished  to  make  a  speech. 

Senator  PEARCE. — I  ask  the  permis- 
sion of  the  Senate  to  say  a  few  words. 

The  PRESIDENT.— That  will  not  be 
in  accordance  with  the  Standing  Orders. 

Senator  PEARCE.— It  is  merely  rela- 
tive to  a  return. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  Gould. — But  another 
honorable  senator  might  wish  to  speak. 

Senator  PEARCE. — I  do  not  wish  to 
speak,  but  to  read  a  letter  which  has  been 
received  from  the  Department  of  Trade  and 
Customs,  and  which  bears  on  the  return. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  understand  from 
the  Clerk  that  it  is  only  a  correction  which 
the  honorable  senator  wishes  to  make. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Yes.  I  only  desire 
to  read  the  following  letter: — 

Commonwealth  of  Australia, 

Melbourne,  36tb  August,  1904. 

Dear  Sib,— 

In  the  return  asked  for  by  Senator  Pearce  re 
certain  imports  and  exports  of  machinery,  tim- 
ber, boots,  &c.,  appears  an  item  for  1902,  exports 
of  axles  and  springs,  j^i79,i7().  As  a  com- 
piirisOD  with  previous  years  will  show,  this  is 
incorrect,  and  should  be  ;f  179,  the  mistake  hav- 
ing been  made  by  the  typist,  and  overlooked  in 
calling  over.  I  would  therefore  be  obliged  if 
you  could  arrange  for  the  correction  to  be  made. 
I  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

Edwahd  J.  Fesguson, 

Statistical  Clerk,  Trade  and  Customs. 

A.  G.  Brown,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Minister  in 
the  Senate. 

Senator  Millen. — Does  ihe  honorable 
senator  Avish  the  return  to  be  printed  with 
that  correction  ? 

Senator  PEARCE.— Yes. 

Question  resolved  in  tbs  affirmative. 


NORTHERN  PORTION 
AUSTRALIA 

Motion  (by  Senator  Lt-Cc 
agreed  to — 

That  there  be  laid  on  the  Uble  o 
copies  of  all  papers  relating  to 
alleged  in  the  press  to  have  been 
General  Officer  Commanding  the  Mi 
of  the  Commonwealth  at  a  public  c 
effect  that  Admiral  Kamimura,  of 
fleet,  had  informed  him  that  the 
Chinese  Governments  were  casting 
upon  the  northern  portions  of  Am 

MINISTERIAL  STATE? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYM 
Austral  ia — At  torney  -General ). — 
the  table,  by  command — 

Copy  of  a  despatch   from  the 
State  for  the  Colonics  with  regard 
tion  of  the   adoption  of  the  metr 
weights  and  measures  within  the  £d 

In  order  that  I  may  be  enable* 
statement  to  honorable  senators 
to  the  course  of  public  busine 
immediate  programme  to  be  si 
the  Government  to  Parliament, 

That  the  paper  be  printed. 

I  propose  to  follow  the  very  t 
ample  set  by  my  honorable  frit 
McGregor,  in  May  last,  of  : 
statement  as  brief  as  I  can,  cot 
clearness  and  plainness.  I  th 
wiser  words  were  ever  spoken 
head  of  the  late  Government,  1 
same  occasion  he  called  attentioi 
that  the  session  had  begun  in 
that  two  months  of  the  session  1 
and  that  the  course  which  the 
intended  to  pursue  in  respect  to 
to  be  undertaken  was  to  submi 
practical,  to  lay  before 
a  practical  programme,  having 
the  work  which  there  was  i 
able  expectation  of  completing 
time  at  their  disposal.  I  ven 
that  no  wiser  expression  coul 
in  regard  to  parliamentary  bi 
that,  and  it  is  the  test  whicl 
ask  Parliament  to  apply  with  re 
business  now  before  us,  and  tc 
into  effect  before  the  close  of 
It  is  right  that  I  should,  in  the 
refer  to  the  matters  more  imme 
cerning  the  Senate.  It  is  not  n 
to  move  for  the  discharge  of  am 
vernment  business  on  the  notic 
do  not  see,  and  I  never  did  se 
though  it  has  sometimes  been  : 
a  kind  of  sentimental  notion — 1 
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t  goes  out  and  another  Govem- 
:s   in,   the  course  of  business 
disturbed  in  such   a  manner, 
ne  special  reason  or  necessity, 
we  shall  proceed  with  the  Trade 
and  the  Evidence  Bill,  which 
luced  by  the  late  Government, 
an  understanding,  I  gather,  that 
Marks  Bill  would  be  recommit- 
honorable   senator   desired  to 
lat  direction,  in  order  that  any 
ich  had  been  dealt  with  in  Com- 
tit  be  further  considered.    I  in- 
ry  out  the  understanding  entered 
:nator  McGregor,   and   to  give 
inity  which  he  proposed  to  give 
pose  I  have  indicated.   The  Evi- 
is,  perhaps,  not  one  of  altogether 
terest,  but  it  is  of  interest  to 
It  is  a  very  useful  little  Bill, 
>nceived  with  the  idea  of  lessen- 
pense  of  proving  certain  more  or 
1  matters,  and  the  principles  of 
nay  be  able  to  explain  to  the 
en  it  comes  on  in  the  ordinary 
he  Fraudulent  Marks  Bill,  which 
down    from   this   Chamber  to 
of  Representatives  will  be  pro- 
h  there.  The  Seat  of  Government 
Lssent  to  which  has  just  been  in- 
:o    the    Senate  —  is    now  in 
Vnd       I    think    I    ought  to 
the  late  Government    are  en- 
credit  for  having  got  that  Bill 
the  statute-book.    We  know  the 
■hich  have  taken  place  in  regard 
e  know    the    state    of  feteling 
s  set  up  in  various  directions  in 
'  both  its  principles  and  its  de- 
it  is  a  creditable  circumstance 
>ught  not  to  pass  over  that  it  has 
;d  on  the  statute-book  by  the  late 
nt.    I  desire  to  inform  the  Senate 
Ministry  have  taken  steps  with 
>  communicating   the  measure  to 
h  Wales,  and  indicating  the  desire 
ommonwealth  Parliament.  Alter- 
lans    are    being    prepared, .  the 
IS  for  which  I  have   seen,  etai- 
he  various  elements   which  may 
idered    essential    in    order  to 
t  the  desire  of  all  of  us  with 
the  conveniences,  the  access,  and 
her  matters  to  which  attention  has 
cted.  The  areas  are  being  defined, 
more  or  less  roughly,  in  plans  in 
ative  way,  so  that  every  facility 
given  for  harmonious  negotiations 
he  Commonwealth  Government  and 
mment  of  New  South  Wales,  and 


we  should  be  in  a  position,  I  hope, 
soon,  to  get  some  progress  made  with  those 
negotiations,  because  of  course  everything 
requires  the  approval  of  the  Commonwealth 
Parliament,  and  that  we  may  be  enabled 
to  arrive  at  some  definite  conclusions 
as  to  the  precise  area,  general  area  being 
all  fhat  is  now  indicated  in  the  measure. 
Certainly  we  shall  lose  no  time  in  having 
that  matter,  subject  to  further  discussion, 
defined  so  far  as  regards  the  wishes  of 
New  South  Wales,  which,  subject  to  the 
claims  of  the  Constitution,  we  all  desire 
to  consult  There  were  two  great 
measures  of  the  first  class  with  which  this 
session  began — the  Navigation  Bill  and  the 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill.  The 
Navigation  Bill  is  now  undergoing  the  con- 
sideration of  a  Royal  Commission,  as  I 
think — I  do  not  know  whether  there  were 
any  differences  of  opinion  on  the  question — 
wisely  appointed  by  the  late  Government. 
Honorable  senators  did  me  the  honour  of 
bearing  with  me,  I  am  afraid  for  a  very 
long  time,  at  the  second -reading  stage, 
when  I  sought  to  explain  my  own  views  as 
to  many  parts  of  that  measure.  I  thought 
then,  as  Senator  McGregor  did,  when 
pointing  out  to  (he  Senate  the  programme 
of  the  late  Government  in  May  last,  that 
the  Bill  was  unsatisfactory  to  almost  every- 
body, and  I  shall  not  offer  any  opinion 
further  than  to  say  that  no  one  can  doubt 
that  a  Conmission,  constituted  as  this  is, 
will  render  valuable  service  in  regard  to 
the  principles,  the  objects,  and  the  methods 
that  should  be  followed  in  any  such  legis- 
lation. I  am  particularly  pleased  that 
my  honorable  friend  from  South  Aus- 
tralia, Senator  Guthrie,  who  has  de- 
voted immense  attention  to  the  whole 
subject,  is  a  member  of  the  Commission. 
We  propose  to  take  up  the  Conciliation  and 
Arbitration  Bill  as  it  stands,  and  to  carry 
it  through  if  we  can. 

Senator  Dawson. — That  is  a  good  pro- 
viso. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— We 
hope  to  have  the  Bill  here  at  an  early  date. 

Senator  McGregor. — Is  Senator  Eraser 
going  to  vote  for  it  ? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  have 
not  questioned  my  honorable  friend  on  that 
subject,  but  if  I  am  not  transgressing  the 
Standing  Orders  by  making  an  incidental 
reference,  I  would  say  that  this  Bill  is  in 
something  like  the  position  which  the  Trade 
Marks  Bill  occupies  in  the  Senate.  It 
has  reached  the  stage  of  a  motion  for  re- 
committal.  There  are,  I  believe,  a  number 
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peiiiaps  a  luge  number,  of  amend- 
ments to  be  proposed.  Many  of  these 
amendments  are  more  or  less  verbal  or 
formal.  There  may  be  some  which  con- 
tain matters  of  substance,  and  which  may 
involve  debate.  Therefore,  it  is  impos- 
sible for  me  now  to  anticipate  when  th= 
Bill  will  be  received  here ;  but  I  trust  that 
it  will  be  sent  up  soon,  and  whsn  it  does 
come,  whatever  difference  of  opinion  there 
may  be — ^in  fact,  as  there  must  inevitably 
be---I  feel  sure  we  shall  devote  our 
best  energies  to  its  ccmsideration  from 
the  lights  that  we  individually  possess. 
So  far  as  the  Government  are  concerned, 
we  take  the  Bill,  and  shall  endeavour  to 
bring  it  into  effective  force,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, in  the  form  in  which  it  now  stands. 
Last  year,  Mr.  President,  we  had  the  Budget 
opened  in  the  other  Chamber,  as  early,  I 
think,  as  about  the  27th  July.  We  are  now 
in  the  month  of  September.  Therefore,  I 
need  not  say  that  it  is  of  importance — per- 
haps I  may  go  further,  and  say  of  vital 
importance,  that  tilw  oonsideraUimi  of  the 
Budget  and  the  finandal  position  of  the 
Commonwealth — its  financial  arrangements 
and  adjustmetats — should  be  proceeded 
with  at  the  earliest  possible  date.  I  put 
that  as  the  view  of  the  Government,  and  I 
am  sure  it  will  commend  itself  to  the 
Senate.  However,  looking  at  the  position 
which  the  Senate  occupies — ^the  high  and 
important  position  which  it  occupies — ^in  re- 
lation to  financial  matters  under  our  Con- 
stitution, it  is  desirable  that  we  also  should 
have  sufficient  time  iat  the  consideration 
of  the  Estimates  and  the  Budget,  and  that 
that  time  should  not  be  lessened  if  it  can 
possibly  be  avoided.  As  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, I  shall  do  everything  that  I  can 
with  a  view  to  prevent  the  possibility  of 
a  sort  of  hurried  consideration  of  financial 
matters,  with  the  determination  of  which 
we  are  greatly  concerned.  This  year,  of 
course,  owing  to  the  exigencies  of  public 
business,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  have 
the  Budget  lud  before  Parliament  earlier. 
But  as  soon  as  the  Conciliaticai  and  Arbitra- 
tion  Bill  is  out  of  hand  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  the  Budget  will  be  pro- 
ceeded with,  and  we  hope  that  that  will 
be  before  the  close  of  the  present  month. 
These  matters  in  themselves  form  a  fairly 
heavy  programme,  looking  at  the  period 
of  the  session,  and  it  will  be  difficult 
to  squeeze  much  more  into  the  time  at  our 
disposal.  To  use  a  hMnrfy  expression,  I 
do  not  know  that  it  is  a  good  thing  in  poli- 
tical or  parliamentary  afifairs,  any  mc^e 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. 


than  in  other  human  affairs,  to  try  to  I 
off  more  than  we  can  chew. 

Senator  HiGGS. — Did  not  Mr.  Reid 
that  he  would  not  leave  the  Labour  Pa 
a  feather  to  fly  with  ? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.-l 
not  aware  whether  that  is  so,  or  not 

Senator  Millen. — They  are  in  that  p 
tion  now  ! 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON'.-We 
tend,  if  possible,  in  the  time  at  our  ( 
posal,  to  proceed  with  the  Papua  Bill,  vii 
is  already  before  the  House  of  Repiesn 
tives.  I  think  that  it  is  important  ttut 
should,  if  possible,  proceed  with  that  1 
this  session.  It  is  not  contendous. 
is  not  a  party  matter;  and  it  seems, 
the  Government,  to  be  desirable  thit 
should  have  our  relations  with  oui  def 
dency  in  New  Guinea  placed  upon  a  c 
footing  at  the  earliest  moment. 

Senator  Millen.  —  Is  tiiat  the  ? 
Guinea  Bill? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SVMOX.-Ii 
the  New  Guinea  Bill,  but  the  name  0 
is  the  Papua  Bill.  I  have  carefully  g 
through  it  It  was  introduced  by  the 
^finister  of  External  Affairs,  Mr.  Hu^ 
and,  in  principle  at  all  events,  it  foil 
very  mudi  the  lines  of  our  own  Const 
tion,  so  far  as  it  is  applicable  to  a  def 
dency  in  the  circumstances  of  New  Gui 
I  think  that  in  all  probfd)ility,  when  bo- 
able  senatws  come  to  consider  the  . 
they  will  not  find  much  in  it  that  will 
quire  very  grave  alteration  at  any  : 
and  that  we  may  be  able  to  see  it 
upon  thd  statute-book  this  year.  Tl 
is  one  part  of  the  Bill' — or  rather,  ther 
a  question  arising  under  it — about  wl 
there  may  be  some  difference,  and  tha 
in  connexion  with  the  liquor  traffic  Tl 
is  a  suggestion  on  the  one  hand  for 
absolute  prohibition  of  the  liquor  traff/ 
New  Guinea,  and  there  is,  on  the  « 
hand,  the  suggestion  that  the  existing  s>  s 
which  involves  prohibition  so  far  as 
natives  are  omceroed  shall  be  oontinr 
but  that  entire  prohibition  shall  not  bt- 
fotced.  There  is  great  diversity  of  opin 
on  that  aspect  of  the  matter,  and  that  <d:v 
sity  will  be  given  effect  to  by  the  Gore 
ment  by  leaving  that  particular  poin! , 
open  question. 

Senator  Dawson. — Do  the  Gortrrrai 
propose  to  alter  the  principles  of  the  H  i 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON-' 
adhere  to  the  principle  of  anv  of  the  B 
which  we  ta^  up.  We  take  up  the  Pa; 
Bill  as  it  stands.    But.  we  shall  ende^^i 

Digftized  by  ^OOgTC 


Ministerial         [7  September,  1904.]  Staiement. 


4331 


ray  to  make  it  efifective,  and  if 
ny  portions  of  it  which  we  think 
elves  to  improvement,  we  shall 
end  it.  We  also  intend  to  pro- 
the  Western  Australian  Survey 

Styles. — Never  ! 
Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  know 
3le  friend's  view  of  that  measure. 
Peahce. — It  is  weakening. 
Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Is  he 
P  Senator  Styles  now  occupies  a 
to  my  honorable  friend  Senator 
d  that  lays  him  open  to  the  in- 
■  one  of  the  most  eflfective  per- 
this  Chamber. 

Styles. — I  have  succeeded  to 
which  Senator  Symon  formerly 
and,  perhaps,  later  on,  I  may 
im  on  the  other  side  of  the 

Sir    JOSIAH    SYMON.— No 
rejoice  more  than  I  should  do 
auld  happen,  but  I  hope  that  it 
lappen  for  a  considerable  time, 
te,  we  are  going  to  proceed  with 

HiGGS. — Will  the  Government 
vital  question? 

Sir   JOSIAH  SYMON.— The 
Australian  representatives  regard 
.    I  do  not  say  that  the  Govepi- 
I,  myself,  come  from  a  State 
I  am  free  to  say  that  there  is  not 
inanimity  in  favour  of  that  great 
3ut  I  am  also  aware  of  the  fact 
:  is  no  sentiment  against  the  de- 
of  having  the  information  which 
y  possess  enlarged  and  completed^ 
t  obtaining  that,  without  which  I 
le — speaking  for  myself,    and  I 
there  are  many  others  like  me — to 
full  consideration  to  the  subject 
limate  construction  of  the  railway 
ch  we  shall  be  called  upon  to  ex- 
opinion  sooner  or  later.  From 
It  of  view,  w*i  feel  that  the  mea- 
:h  I  have  mentioned,  if  it  is  to  re- 
sanction  of  Parliament,  ought  to 
tit  forwaid  for  consideratiwi  at  the 
DDSsible  moment.      If  Pailiament 
t  it  will  not  sanction  the  survey, 
lother  matter,  but  my  belief  is  that 
nt  will  sanction  it,  and  I  am  quite 
tiat  ;t  will  be  a  good  thing  to  do. 
I  do  our  utmost,  in  the  time  at  our 
consistent  with  dealing  with  the 
ind  graver  matters  which  I  have  in- 
to pass  those  two  Bills.  But  there 
ill  which  has  been  put  forward  a 


good  deal,  and  with  which  we  do  not  in- 
tend to  proceed  this  session.  That  is  the 
High  Commissiwier  Bill.  There  are  two 
reasons  which  .ictuate  us  in  cuming  to  that 
conclusion.  One  is  the  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  the  regard  we  must  pay  to  what 
we  can  ask  Parliament  to  undertake  in  re- 
ference to  the  transaction  of  business.  The 
other  is  that  it  is  desirable,  as  I  think 
honorable  senators  will  see,  that  we  should 
before  actually  going  on  with  a  measure  of 
that  kind,  come  to  some  kind  of  under- 
standing with  the  States,  with  a  view  to 
accommodate  their  interests,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, and  to  lessen  expense.  If  there  is 
one  thing  more  than  another  which  was 
predicted  of  the  Commonwealth — of  th; 
union — originally,  it  was  that  it  would  be 
the  instrument  of  reducing  State  expendi- 
ture in  certain  directions. 

Senator  Dobson. — Quite  right. 
Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— As  a 
member  of  the  Convention,  I  took  that  view, 
and  I  take  part  of  the  responsibility  for 
having  put  that  as  a  very  strong  argument 
in  favour  of  the  union.    We  had  before  us, 
amongst  other  things,  the  consideration  as 
to  the  lessening  of  the  expenditure  in  con- 
nexiwi  with  the  Governors  of  the  States, 
the   expenditure   in  connexion   with  the 
Agents-General  of  the  different  States,  and 
so  on.      It  seems  to  me  that  we  shall  be 
doing  good  service — that  is  the  Common- 
wealth Parliament,  and  the  Commonwealth 
Government  will  be  doing  good  service — if 
they  make  use  of  the  proposed  legislation, 
in  concert  with  the  States  Governments,  in 
order  to  give  them  a  reason  for  reducing 
their  expenditure  in  connexion  with  the 
States  representatives  in  England,  and,  if 
possible  "  fixing  them  up  " — if  I  may  use 
that  expression — in  connexion  with  the  Com- 
monwealth representation.    I  believe  myself 
that  that  will  be — in  fact,  I  feel  sure  that 
it  will  be— recognised  as  a  course  which 
ought  to  be  taken,  and  that  we  should  not, 
independently  of  the  States,  simply  pass  our 
own  legislation,  with  a  view  of  setting  up  a 
High  Commissioner  in  London.     At  any 
rate,  we  do  not  propose  to  proceed  with 
that  Bill  this  session ;  and  we  hope  in  the 
interim,  by  opening  up  negotiations,  to  carry 
out  the  idea  which  I  have  laid  before  the 
Senate.  We  have  also  in  operation,  a  Select 
Committee  in  regard  to  a  very  important 
matter — I  allude  to  certain  electoral  adjust- 
ments, having  relation  to  a  more  effective 
method  of  working  our  electoral  legislation. 
But  it  is  doubtful  if  we  can  have  the  bene- 
fit of  the  report  of  the  Committee  in  time, 
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and  if  we  had  it  before  the  sessioq  closed, 
it  is  doubtful  whether  we  should  be  in  a 
position  to  bring  before  Parliament  legisla* 
tioD  in  accordance  with  the  necessities  of 

the  case.     The  Government  are  not  in  a 
position  to  hold  out  any  hopes  that  a  Bill 
to  amend  the  Electoral  Act  will  be  brought 
before   Parliament   at   this   stage.  The 
Inter-State  Commission  Bill,  which  has  also 
been   under   discussion  in   various  ways 
directly  and  indirectly,  stands  in  the  posi- 
tion which  it  occupied  when  the  la'^e  Gu- 
vernment  took  office.     It  is  in  abeyance, 
pending  the  results  of  the  conference  of  rail- 
way authorities  and  heads  of  the  railway 
services  of  the  different  States.    Until  the 
information,  which  it  is  expected  to  obtain 
from  that  quarter,  is  available,  the  Bill  will 
stand  over.    There  is  also  a  Bill  which 
has  been  a  good  deal  noticed.    I  refer  to 
the  Bonus   for   Manufactures   Bill,  upon 
which  there  is  a  diversity  of  opinion.  We 
do  not  propose  to  proceed  with  any  measure 
of  that  kind  this  session,  and  if  the  ques- 
titm  is  proceeded  with,  or  brought  for- 
ward, by  a  private  m^ber,  either  in  the 
Senate  or  the  olAier  House,  that  also  will 
be  an  open  question,  so  far  as  the  Govern- 
ment are  concerned.      The  basis  of  the 
Government  in  regard  to  such  matters  is 
that   we    are    in    a   position   of  fiscal 
peace. 

Senator  Styles. — We  are  not  quite  sure 
of  that. 

■Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.^Well, 
we,  as  a  Government,  shall  do  our  ut- 
most to  maintain  that  position.  What- 
ever else  may  be  said  or  whatever  criticism 
may  be  offered,  I  should  say  that  the  com- 
position of  the  Government  is  an  assurance 
— I  go  further,  and  say  that  it  is,  perhaps, 
an  effective  guarantee — that  our  policy  will 
be  one  of  fiscal  peace.  ■ 

Senator  McGregor. — The  Government 
are  a  peaceful  crowd  ! 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  am  , 
always  a  man  of  peace  myself.  My 
honorable  friend,  Senator  Pearce,  referred 
with  good-natured  banter  to  my  hav- 
ing pulverized — I  think  that  was  the 
phrase  he  used — the  representatives  of 
the  Government  during  our  exceed- 
ingly interesting  Tariff  debates.  I  had 
no  more  valuable  ally  on  the  free-trade 
side  than  Senator  Pearce  himself,  for  whose 
assistance  I  always  was,  and  am  now,  most 
grateful.  He  put  it  very  kindly  in  saying 
that  I  had  pulverized  the  representatives 
of  the  Government  who  then  represented 


the  protecticxiist  view.    But  since  that  £ 
struggle  ended,  I  have  always  thought, 
I  still  $iold  the  view,  that  there  ought  i 
fiscal  peace.     Whatever  views  others 
have  entertained,  I  expressed   that  v 
and  I  had  the  honour  of  being  quote* 
my  friend.  Sir  William  Lyne,  during 
most  interesting  tour  in  Tasmania,  as  hi 
unHke  other  free-traders — and  I  am 
as  strong  a  free-trader  as  ever  I  was— 
cause    I    had   stated   that    there  ut 
to  be  peace  for  a  time,  in  order  that 
effect  of  the  TariflF  could  be  fully  as 
tained,  that  the  commerce  of  the  'ccHn 
should  not  be  thrown  into  cc»ifusion  a;:; 
and  kept  in  confuncm  for  months 
months,  and  that  we  should  abstain.  a« 
as  possible,  for  a  time,  at  least,  from  t 
Tariff  agitation  which  always  results 
business  uncertainty.       I   hop>e  honor.i 
senators  will  do  me  the  justice  of  belie-, 
that.      I  merely  mention  it  with  the  \ 
of  explaining  that  that  was  my  own  \\ 
and  that  I  have  never  departed  from 
For  my  own  part,  I  believe  that  th<  ■ 
there  are  differences  in  every  oooimun 
the  great  mass  of  the  commercial  inter 
of  this  country  is  in  favour  of  the  Tj 
which  we  passed  with  so  much  labcwr.  a 
making  it  as  perfect  as  we  could,  h\-% 
a  fair  trial;  and  that  we  should  net  s 
to  disturb  it  until  that  fair  trial  has  b 
accomplished,  and  until  we  have  an 
portunity  of  really  seeing  not  its  infli:* 
upon  one  incident  here    and  one  in--id 
there,  one  grievance  here  and  one  grieva 
there,  but  its  general  effect  upon  the  vi| 
progress  and  prosperity  of  the  Cbinra 
wealth.    That  is  my  view. 

Senator  Higgs.— Will  the  honorablt- 
leamed  senatOT  name  a  period  for  the  o:> 
tion  of  this  fiscal  peace?  How  nj 
years  is  it  to  last? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I 
not  think  that  the  Government  have  c 
into  matters  of  prophecy  of  that  desc 
tion.  Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  prop"'- 
thereof.    At  any  rate,  I  have  made  ir 
plain  as  my  capacity  would  allow  me  to 
that  our  policy  in  regard  to  this  matr*=i 
that  of  fiscal  peace,  and  that  we  inten.f 
do  our  level  best  to  carry  that  out. 
sociated  with  that  matter  is  a  question  w  h 
has  been  the  occasion  of  \'er>-  many  [ 
form  and  other  references — that  is  the  -71 
tion  of  what  is  called  preferential  tr..| 
We  are  not  second  to  any  citizens  of  Al 
traJia  in  our  desire  for  the  closest  f^*- 
trade   relations    with    the  mother 
try.     If    we    trade    with    one  c^ui: 
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I  another  we,  of  course,  natu- 
■er  to  trade,  so  to  speak,  with 
ur  own  house.  At  the  same  time, 
one  of  those  who  think  that  the 
J  classes  of  Australia — nor  dp 
the  peoplt?  of  Australia — 
t  their  interests  should  be 
ed  to  any  principle  of  trading 
country  more  than  with  another. 
'  is  more  or  less  selfish,  but  at 
lis  question  strikes  me — and  is 
led  by  the  Ministry — as  being 
less  one  for  academical  discus- 

Styles. — Is  it  the  honorable 
ed  senator's  opinion  that  we 
al  with  all  countries  alike? 

Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  did 
hat  we  ought  to  deal  with  all 
alike.    What  I  said  was  that  if 

to  be  any  preference  it  should 
he  mother  country.  I  think  that 
age  I  used  was  to  the  effect  that 
ve  to  trade  with  one  people  more 
1  another  we  should  trade  with 
our  own  kin.  But  at  the  same 
id  that  I  did  not  believe  in  push- 
jrinciple  too  far — that  I  did  not 
lat  the  trading  community  of  Aus- 
uld  consent  to  being  altogether  re- 
n  their  trade  operations  by  a  con- 
1  of  that  kind. 

r  Styles. — The  honorable  and 
senator  would  treat  all  countries 

r  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— When 
ion  comes  to  be  submitted  to  us — 
had  no  offer  from  England  yet — 
the  people  of  Australia  will  in  all 
ty  be  disposed  to  determine  those 
by  CMisiderations  of  what  will 
lefit  themselves;  in  all  probability 

be  so.  And  when  we  have  pro- 
rom  England  on  the  question  we 

prepared'  to  give  them  the  most 
and  favorable  consideration,  in 
our  own  interests  and  of  matters  of 

concern.  But  when  I  read  in  that 
>ry  journal — that  historical  conser- 
ournal — the  Quarterly  Review,  a 
it  like  this — ■ 

en  Mr.  ChambcTlaia's  admirers  must 
at  00  parliamentary  leader,  since  1886, 
lered  worse. 

nly  come  to  the  conclusion  that  we 
in'ticipate  at  a  very  early  date  the 
Ion  of  proposals  with  regard  to  pre- 
I  trade  coming  from  England,  for 
ideration  of  the  Commonwealth  Par- 


Senator  PuLSFORD. — Not  this  century. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— At  any 
rate,  the  present  Government  in  England 
is  not  at  one  with  that  great  statesman,  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  on  this  subject;  and,  in  all 
probability,  we  need  not  reckon  the  ques- 
tion as  within  the  region  of  practical  or 
practicable  politics,  for  consideration  this 
session,  or  for  some  time  to  come. 

Senator  Higgs.— Are  the  Government 
taking  up  the  proposal,  suggested  by  Sena- 
tor Dobson,  to  invite  Mr.  Chamberlain  to 
Australia  ? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— The 
Government  have  not  considered  that  mat- 
ter yet,  and,  therefore,  I  am  unable  to  de- 
finitely answer  my  honorable  friend's  ques- 
tion. There  are  various  other  matters 
which  remain  to  be  dealt  with.  The  Go- 
vernment have  been  considering  these  mat- 
ters, and  we  hope  during  recess  to  arrive  at 
the  best  way  to  bring  under  Commonwealth 
control,  and  uniform  legislation,  the  impor- 
ant  subjects  of  quarantine,  banking,  and  so 
forth,  as  laid  down  in  the  Constitution.  We 
also  propose  to  take  into  consideration  that 
most  important  question  of  the  populatio-? 
of  Australia,  and  the  cognate  matter  of  im- 
migration. 

Senator  McGregoh. — Are  the  Govern- 
ment going  to  offer  a  bonus  on  marriage  ? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SVMON.— The 
honorable  senator's  question  leads  me  to  say 
that  my  own  State  is  in  rather  a  deplorable 
position  in  this  connexion.  South  Australia 
shows  the  third  lowest  birth  and  marriage 
rates  as  compared  with  other  countries.  The 
population  of  South  Australia  proper  was 
less  by  2,089  than  it  should  have  been 
with  the  natural  increase  during  last  year. 

Senator  Givens.— Is  that  at  the  present 
time  ? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Yes ; 
those  are  the  latest  statistics.  I 
mention,  for  the  information  of  the  honor- 
able senator — and  this  has  been  a  subject 
of  platform  discussion  before — that  the 
number  of  births  of  infants  registered  in 
South  Australia  in  1903  was  8,475,  which 
was  fewer  by  452  than  the  births 
recorded  in  the  previous  year,  and  that  the 
birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  mean  popula- 
tion was  only  23-33,  which  was  below  the 
rate  of  any  other  of  the  last  fifty-two  years. 

Senator  Pearce.— The  South  Australian 
people  cannot  get  land  in  their  own  State, 
and  they  are  going  to  Western  Australia. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— The 
Commonwealth  Government  have  not  the 
power  to  deal  with  the  matter  of  the  land. 
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Seoatoi  GiVENS. — Yes,  they  have. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  am 
a  strong  advocate  of  that  system  of 
closer  settlemoit,  which,  I  am  glad  to  say, 
is  not  merely  receiving  attention,  but  is 
making  great  progress,  certainly,  in  some 
of  the  States.  An  honoraWe  senator  has 
referred  to  the  countenance  and  assistance 
that  may  be  given  in  this  connexion ;  and 
the  Government  prc^x)se  to  consider  the 
whole  question  of  aiding  rural  industries 
and  formulating  scHne  plan  within  the 
limits  of  the  Constitution,  so  as  not  to  tres- 
pass on  the  powers  of  the  States,  but  to  as- 
ust  the  latter  as  far  as  possible. 

SenatOT  Dawson. — By  way  of  bonus? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— We 
have  not  cmisidered  the  shape  that  the  as- 
sistance shall  take,  or  the  methods  that  may 
be  pursued,  and  at  present  I  ask  the  hcm- 
orabie  senator  not  to  press  the  questiwi. 

Senator  Higgs. — The  Government  will 
bring  the  matter  before  the  States  Confer- 
ence? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— That 
will  present  an  opportunity ;  but  in  this 
connexion  there  is  also  the  other  question 
on  which  great  doubt  exists  as  to  the  rela- 
tive powers  of  the  States  and  the  Common- 
wealth ;  I  mean  the  matter  of  water  cot- 
servation,  particularly  in  connexion  with 
the  River  Rlurray.  Whilst  the  Govern- 
ment, with  the  assistance  of  Parliament, 
intend  to  ascertain  and  exercise,  as  far  as 
they  can,  the  powers  which  th^  may  have 
under  the  Constitution,  there  is  associated 
with  this  another  questicm  which  greatly  af- 
fects my  own  State — that  is  the  question  of 
maintaining  navigation.  I  have  always 
held  the  view,  and  I  expressed  it  in  the 
Convention,  that  as  between  the  two  inter- 
ests, that  of  navigation,  in  a  country  like 
this,  may  probably  be  regarded  as  subordi- 
nate to  the  interests  of  irrigation. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  Neild. — We  can  make 
roads,  but  we  cannot  make  ri\*ers. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  am 
sure  that  every  one  desires  to  do  the  fullest 
possible  justice  to  the  claims  of  navigation 
— to  the  claims  of  South  Australia  in  this 
regard — but  I  should  not  be  dealing  fairly 
with  this  great  question  if  I  did  not  say 
that  I  have  seen  no  reason  to  change  ^e 
view  which  I  formed  during  the  Federal 
ConventicHi,  and  which  I  have  expressed 
just  now.  We  must  keep  to  our  views  as 
far  as  we  can,  until  they  are  shown  to  be 
incorrect — we  must  do  the  very  best  we 
can.  straightforwardly   and  honestly,  io 


aid  the  advancement  of  the  country  : 
the  assertion  of  the  views  in  which  < 

believe. 

Senator  Dawson. — The  hooorable  ai 
learned  senabx  is  against  inigaticni? 

Senatoi  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— lodc! 
I  am  not. 

Senator  Dawson. — ^Tben  the  bononl 
and  learned  senator  is  against  navigatio 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Inde- 
I  am  not.    I  want  to  try  as  far  as  I  can 
harmonize  the  two  interests.  There 
also  the  great  subject  which  must  be  a 
sidered  in  connexion  with  the  States, 
suggested  by  Senator  Hi^s,  namely.  » 
age  pensirais.    That  most  necessarili 
the  subject  of  conference   and  some  b 
of  basis  for  commcin  actitm,   even  tu 
greater  extent  than  that  which  I  ventui 
to  indicate  desirable  in  so  Gomparativ 
small  a  matter  as  the  appointment  ol 
High  CcHnmissioner.      What  I  mean 
that  the  States  should  be  otmsulted.  i 
the  plan  adopted  should  be  one  whidi 
harmonious.      The  Governmrat  will  ti 
eir-ery  opportunity,  both  at  the  confera 
to  which  Senator  Higgs  has  referred,  i 
in  other  ways,  to  arrive  at  a  decisicm.  I 
to  formulate  views  to  be  submitted  to  P 
liament. 

Senates  Givens. — ^And  in  the  met 
time  the  poor  old  praple  can  starve. 

Senator  DoBSOR — Ri^ish  !  The> 
not  starving. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  ^ 
given  as  clearly  as  I  have  been  able,  wiih  i 
regard  to  that  brevity  which  I  said  I  shot 
endeavour  to  observe,  the  views  of  t 
Govrannmt  I  recognise  one  conspicuous  t 
ligation  in  respect  of  which,  though  dim 
from  this  side,  I  r^ard  myself  as  in  I 
service  of  the  Senate  as  a  whole — the  Si 
ate  as  representing  the  States,  and  guard 
.of  the  States'  interests.  That  duty 
to  do  my  utmost  to  uphold  the  dignity  a 
maintain  the  rights  of  the  Senate,  and 
see,  as  far  as  one  can,  that  in  the  spht 
allotted  to  it  by  the  Constitution,  the  S< 
ate  is  not  restricted  in  the  effective  a 
patriotic  use  of  its  constituticmal  powers, 
believe  that  in  this  regard,  at  any  raie. 
shall  not  appeal  in  vain  fca  the  assist^n 
of  honorable  senators  on  whichever  sid'^ 
the  Chamber  they  may  sit.  On 
questions  there  may  be,  and  there  certitr 
will  be,  strong  differences  of  opinio 
There  will  be  that  Iceen  controver5\  v  h!- 
is  essential  to  the  right  solution  of  ■ 
problems  of  public  moment;  but  I  shall  ■ 
(leavour,  so  far  as  I  am  able,  to  do  my  pai 
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;n  debate  is  over — when  the  fight 
1  lost,  and  when  the  heat  of  con- 
assed  away — no  sting  of  bitter- 
remain. 

[hy  Senator  McGregor)  put — 

Icbatc  be  now  idjoutned. 

ate  divided. 

...  23 

...  6 


jority 

t.  C. 
S. 


s. 

G. 
G. 

H. 
V.  P. 


D. 


17 


Ates. 


McGregor,  G. 
O  Kcefe,  D.  J. 
Pearce,  G.  F. 
PuUford,  E. 
Smith,  M.  S.  C. 
Styles,  J. 
Symon,  Sir  J.  H. 
Trenwith,  W,  A. 
Turley,  H. 

Teller: 
DobsoD,  H. 


NOIS. 


Walker,  J.  T. 


Teller: 
Macf&ilane,  J. 

n  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative, 
agreed  toi  debate  adjourned. 

RADE  MARKS  BILL, 
(by  Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon) 

;  Bill  be  recommitted  for  the  recon- 
of  clausea  15,  73,  and  93. 

•tmiitee. — (Recommittal . ) 
IS— 

ential  pfarticuUrs  of  a  registrable 
[  shall  be  one  or  more  of  the  following 

ime  of  a  person  printed,  impressed,  or 
3vea  in  some  particular  and  distinctive 
anner;  or 

ritten  signature  or  copy  of  a  written 
giiatare  of  the  person  applying  for 
gistratioa  thereof  or  his  predecessor 

business  as  a  trade  mark :  or 
istinctive  device,  mark,  brand,  head- 
g,  label,  or  ticket ;  or 
jkvcnted  word  or  invented  words;  or 
'ord  or  words  having  no  reference  to 
e  character  or  quality  of  the  goods 
id  not  being  a  geographical  name  used 
■   likely   to  be  imderstood   in   a  geo- 
raphical  senae. 

however,  that  any  word  or  words, 
ire,  or  combination  of  letters  or  figures, 
,  trade  mark  before  the  first  day  of 
One  thousand  nine  hundred  and  one, 
Blistered  as  a  trade  mark  under  this 


Of 
with 
trade 
indi- 


Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON  (South 
Australia — Attorney-General). — I  moved  for 
the  recommittal  of  this  clause  with  a  view 
to  delete  the  proviso,  and  substitute  provi- 
sions which  1  think  will  be  more  effective, 
and  more  in  consonance  with  the  law  as  it 
stands.  The  proviso  was  inserted  at  the  in- 
stance of  Senator  Best,  who,  I  am  sorry  to 
see,  is  not  in  the  Chamber  at  this  momeirt. 
Honorable  senators  will  see  that  it  is 
couched  in  very  wide,  large  terms, 
course,  they  are  now  familiar 
what  a  trade  mark  means.  A 
HTiark  is  essentially  a  mark  which 
Gates  that  any  particular  goods  are  the  manu- 
facture of  a  particular  person,  or,  it  may  be, 
that  they  have  been  sdected  or  imported  by 
a  particular  person.  But  a  trade  mark,  in 
its  accepted,  and  its  legal  meaning, 
gravitates,  so  to  speak,  between  those  two 
points.  Beford  there  was  effective  legis- 
lation on  the  subject,  aknost  anything 
could  becOTie  a  trade  mark  as  legally,  as 
well  as  generally,  understood.  Then  came 
the  Trade  Marks  Act  of  1875,  which  en- 
abled the  registration  of  marks  of  a  par- 
ticular kind  to  be  made.  All  marks  which 
were  previously  used  as  trade  marks  were 
not  susceptible  of  registration.  A  limited 
number  were  taken  from  thefn  aiKi  registered ; 
but  in  order  that  no  injustice  might  be  done 
to  persons  who  had  been  using  trade  marks 
before  1875,  and  had  acquired  a  kind  of 
property  in  thrtn,  those  trade  marks  were 
allowed  to  be  registered,  although  not 
answering  the  definition  in  the  Act,  if  they 
had  been  used  previous  to  its  coming  into 
operation.  That  provision  was  adopted  in 
all  State  legislation,  and  the  proviso  to  this 
clause  is  intended,  I  apprehend,  to  meet 
the  same  state  of  things  in  regard  to  the 
Commonwealth  registration  of  trade  marks 
as  to  any  Avord  or  words,  and  so  on,  used 
before  the  ccaning  into  operation  of 
the  measure.  But  if  it  were  put 
in  this  way,  instead  of  meeting  the 
case,  and  doing  justice  to  those 
cortcerned,  it  would  have  the  effect  of 
enabling  any  word  or  words,  letter,  figure, 
or  combination  of  letters  or  figures,  whether 
susceptible  of  registration  under  the  State 
law  or  not,  to  be  registered  if  used  prior  to 
the  passing  of  this  Bill,  which,  I  think. 
Senator  Best  does  not  desire  to  effect,  and 
which  would  be  wrcmg.  If  the  desire  be 
to  protect  unregistered  trade  marks  which 
were  in  use  before  the  passing  of  the  State 
law,  it  ought  to  be  limited  to  that.  It 
should  not  allow  any  mark  which  is  being 
used  now  to  be  registered  as  a  Common- 
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wealth  mark,  but  it  should  allow  a  mark 
to  be  registered  as  a  Commonwealth  mark, 
if  it  w as  in  use,  and  susceptible  of 
re^gistration,!  although  not  registered 
under  the  State  law.  That  would  protect 
everybody.  I  am  not  proposing  this  altera- 
tion from  any  antagonism  to  the  principle 
of  the  proviso,  but  merely  with  a  view  to 
making  the  measure  as  perfect  as  possible. 
I  have  drafted  an  amendment  which  I  think 
will  meet  the  purpose,  and  which  reads  as 
follows  : — 

(1)  The  proprietor  of  a  trade  mark  in  use  in 
any  State  at  the  commencement  of  this  Act  ma^ 
make  application  for  the  legistration  of  his 
trade  mark  under  this  Act. 

(2)  The  application  shall,  subject  to  para- 
graphs (3],  (4),  and  (5)  of  this  section,  be  dealt 
with  in  the  same  manner  as  other  applications 
for  registration  of  trade  marks. 

(3)  The  trade  mark  may  be  registered,  if  it 
could  have  been  lawfully  registered  under  the 
State  Trade  Marks  Act  in  force,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  Act,  in  the  State  in  which  the 
trade  mark  was  then  used  had  an  application 
for  its  registration  been  made  before  tne  com- 
mencement of  this  Act, 

(4}  If  the  trade  mark  does  not  contain  the 
essential  particulars  required  by  this  Act,  it  may, 
nevertheless,  be  registered  subject  to  such  condi- 
tions and  limitations  as  to  mode  or  place,  or 
period  of  user,  as  the  Registrar,  Law  Officer,  or 
Court  thinks  fit  to  impose. 

(5)  Where  the  ttade  mark,  or  a  nearly  identical 
trade  mark,  was,  at  the  commencement  of  this 
Act,  common  to  the  trade  in  another  State,  the 
registration  under  this  Act  shall  confer  no  ex- 
clusive rights  in  that  State  on  the  registered 
proprietor,  and  that  State  may  be  excepted  from 
the  registration  under  this  Act. 

That  will,  I  think,  exactly  meet  the  case 
contemplated  by  Senator  Best. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Does  the  honorable 
and  learned  senator  wish  to  add  those  words 
to  clause  15? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON— I  did 
propose  to  insert  those  words  in  lieu  of  the 
proviso,  but  it  will  be  more  clear  if  I  ask 
the  Committee  to  strike  out  the  proviso  with 
a  view  to  insert  a  new  clause  at  a  later 
stage.    I  move — 

That  all  the  words  after  the  word  "  sense," 
line  18,  be  left  out. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  72 — 

In  this  part  of  this  Act— 

"  Trade  Union "  means  any  trade  union 
registered  as  such  under  the  law  of  any 
State  or  any  organization  or  association 
of  workmen  or  employiSs  registered 
under  any  law  of  the  Commonwealth 
or  of  a  State,  relating  to  conciliation 
or  arbitration  for  the  prevention  or 
settlement  of  Industrial  disputes;  and 


"Trade  Union  Mark"  meani  a  distia 
mark  or  device  adopted  by  a  trade  v 
for  the  purpose  of  designating  the 
ducts  01  the  labour  of  the  taes 
thereof. 

Senator  PEARCE  (Western  Austrj 
— I  move — 

That  after  the  word  '*  State,"  line  4,  ibe 
lowing  words  be  inserted,  "or  associjiwi 
such  imions." 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon.— In  the  I 
ciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill  I  think 
word  "association"  is  usedi.  Would 
that  word  do  here? 

Senator   PEARCE.— \'a    The  cl 
allows  separate  unbns  to  register  a  i 
mark,  and  I  desire  the  whole  of  the  ur 
as  an  associated  body,  to  possess  that 
Instead  of,  for  instance,  the  Bootm 
Union  of  each  State  registering  a  hN 
wish  this  clause  to  be  altered  50  as  to  ij 
any  Association  of  Bootmakers'  Union 
Australia  to  register  one  trade  union  i 
for  the  whole  of  that  trade  throughout 
tralia. 

Senator  Drake. — ^Will  that  be  an 
ciation  under  the  Conciliation  and  Art 
tion  Bill? 

Senator  PEARCE. — It  may  not. 

Senator  Drake. — ^Then  a  definitioi 
"association  "  is  required. 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  think  that 
word,  explains  itself. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.- 
not  think  that  the  word  explains  itsell 
wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  Sa 
Pearce  to  the  wording  of  this  definitia 

"Trade  union"  means  any  trade  uaioD  1 
tered  as  such  under  the  law  of  any  State- 
that  is,  a  registered  unicm — 

or  any  organization  or  association  of  woil 
or  employes  registered  under  any  bw  of 
Commonwealth — 

That  is,  a  registered  association.  If  vr< 
sert  the  words  "or  association  of 
unions"  between  "State"  and  "or 
shall  leave  it  ambiguous  as  to  whethej 
mean  a  registered  association.  I  see  j 
Senator  Pearce  means.  Would  it  ansttej 
purpose  to  use  these  words? — 

Any  trade  union  registered  as  such  mit\ 
law  of  any  State  or  any  number  of  sach  m 
ajcting  together. 

Senator  Pearce. — Yes. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMOX.- 
honorable  friend  will  forgive  roe  for  t^' 
advantage  of  this  opportunity  to  sa\ 
it  is  a  mistake  to  insert  these  pnnisior 
this  Bill.  I  thoroughly  understand  hif 
ject  in  desiring  to  legislate  in  this  way. 
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saying  one  word  adversely  or 
fith  regard  to  the  principle  he 
but  I  think  that  from  his 
point,  it  is  worth  consideration 
e  should  ask  us  to  insert 
isions  in  a  Bill  relating  to 
entirely  distinct  matter — trade 
whether  it  would  not  be  better 
:parate  piece  of  legislation  deal- 
lis  particular  subject.  I  know 
lerica — and  that  is  the  pattern 
lonorable  friend  has  followed — 
lents  for  this  purpose  have  been 
t  it  is  noticeable  that  these  are 
[  enactments.  Our  Constitution 
to  deal  with  "  trade  marks,"  and 
question  as  to  what  is  meant  by 
I  am  aware  that  the  question 
and  debated  here,  and  has  been 
letermination  of  the  High  Court, 
from  that  constitutional  aspect, 
k  jny  honorable  friend  whether 
irth  while  to  deal  with  the  ques- 
e  union  marks  in  a  separate  mea~ 
clause  3  of  clause  73  provides 

>  Jiar  as  otherwise  prescribed  only 
this  Act  shall  apply  to  trade  union 

>  made  an  exception  of  the  whole 
!e  marks.  I  have  given  a  great 
isideration  to  this  subject  lately 
connexicMi ;  and  I  throw  out  the 
to  Senator  Pearce,  whether  his 
aay  not  lead  to  confusion  and  to 
luestions  of  law,  and  as  to  their 

the  other  provisions  of  the  mea- 
1  have  to  do  with  trade  marks, 
and  legally  understood.  What 
earce   proposes,  is  not  a  trade 

is  a  mark,  not  to  indicate  that 
are  the  goods  of  A,  or  are  im- 
jelected  by  B,  but  that  they  are 
le  under  conditions  which  my 
friend  pointed  out  in  proposing 
ment  originally,  having  relation 
ind  so  on.  I  merely  throw  that 
iggestion,  but  if  he  desires  to  re- 
lauses,  the  words  which  I  have 
ivill  meet  his  view,  instead  of  the 
ociation." 

PEARCE  (Western  Australia). 

the  amendment  suggested  by  the 
leneral.  and  will  substitute  it 
mendment  I  have  already  pro- 
move — 

r  the  word  "  State  "  the  words  *'  or 
of  such  unions  acting  together,"  be 


I  do  not  feel  inclined  to  accept  the  advice 
so  kindly  offered,  that  I  should  propose  to 
omit  the  clauses  from  the  Bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  embody  them  in  a  separate 
Bill.  I  am  afraid  that  the  Attorney- 
General  would  use  just  as  much  eloquence 
— if  not  quite  so  much  persuasion — against 
such  a  proposal  as  he  now  uses  against  the 
one  now  put  forward.  It  is  just  as  well 
to  retain  the  clauses  to  which  the  Commit- 
tee has  agreed,  considering  that  we  believe 
them  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  law  of 
trade  marks.  It  may  be  said  that  we  are 
extending  the  meaning  of  the  term  "  trade 
mark"  in  an  unwarrantable  direction,  and 
to  an  unwarrantable  extent.  We  are 
prepared  to  take  the  responsibility  of  that, 
knowing  that  if  we  transgress  the  Consti- 
tution, the  High  Court  will  practically 
nullify  what  we  da 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  93 — 

Subject  to  the  regulations,  the  Registrtir  mnv 
permit  any  agent  to  do,  on  behalf  of  any  other 
person,  any  act  in  connexion  with  the  rcgi^.- 
tration  of  trade  marks,  or  any  procedure  relatin;; 
thereto. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania).— I 
have  been  asked  by  Senator  Best  to  move 
an  amendment  in  this  clause,  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  his  desire,  I  move-- 

That  the  word  "agent,"  line  2,  be  left  out, 
with  a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word^ 
"  patent  attorney  or  solicitor." 

Senator  TURLEY  (Queensland).— Will 
Senator  demons  give  the  Committee  some 
reason  for  leaving  out  the  word  "  agent "  ? 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  word  enables 
any  competent  person  to  be  appointed. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania).  — 
The  word  "agent"  is,  as  Senator  Turle\ 
says,  very  wide  and  all  embracing,  and  I 
admit  that  it  would  cover  a  patent  attor- 
ney, and  also  that  there  can  be  no  doubr 
as  to  whether  it  would  cover  a  solicitor. 
If  the  Committee  thinks  that  it  is  desirabli' 
that  the  Registrar  should  grant,  on  the  ap 
plication  of  any  person  interested,  per- 
mission for  a  solicitor  to  attend  to  his 
case,  I  urge  that  the  amendment  should  be 
accepted.  The  object  is  to  insure  that 
the  person  interested  shall  have  the  ser- 
vices of  some  person  competent  to  appear 
by  reason  of  his  profession.  Senator 
Turley  will  agree  that  it  is  obvious  that  n 
patent  attorney  is  a  man  who  would  be 
competent  to  appear.  It  has  also  been  urge^l 
that  if  an  applicant  chose  to  be  repre 
sented  by  a  solicitor  it  should  be  competent 
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for  bim  to  appoint  his  solicitor  to  ap- 
pear for  him.  It  has  to  be  remembered 
that  an  applicant  may  always  appear  per- 
sonally if  he  chooses. 

Senator  McGREGOR  (South  Australia). 
— When  this  Bill  was  previously  being  d^lt 
with  in  Committee  every  one  recognised  the 
valuable  services  rendered  by  Senator  Best. 
He  expressed  to  me  a  desire  that  this  amend- 
ment should  be  made.  His  reason  was 
that  if  an  applicant  employed  any  person 
to  appear  for  him,  he  should  be 
a  responsible  person.  We  have  all 
heard  of  the  confidence  trick.  Many 
persons  might  impose  upon  inrux^nt  appli- 
cants in  respect  to  the  registraticm  of  pa- 
tents. I  could  give  instances  where  thsU 
tkas  been  d<»ie.  It  was  SenatOT  Best's 
wish  that  the  word  "  agent  "  should  be  al- 
tered to  "patent  attorney,"  as  that  term  is 
already  used  in  the  Patwts  Act.  As  this 
measure  is  practically  a  corollary  to  the 
Patents  Act,  a  patent  attorney  would  be  the 
proper  person  to  appear.  Senator  Best 
also  wished  to  provide  that  if  any  applicant 
wished  to  employ  a  solicitor  to  appear  for 
him  he  should  have  the  privilege  of  doing 
sa  I  oitirely  agree  with  that  view.  It 
would  not  hamper  the  applicant  in  any  way. 
He  could  either  apply  himself  os  employ  a 
competent  person  to  apply  for  him. 

Senator  Sir  WILLIAM  ZEAL  (Vic- 
toria). — ■  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
wording  of  the  clause  as  it  stands 
is  wider  in  its  application  than  would 
be  the  case  if  the  amendment  were 
agreed  to.  Why  should  an  applicant  be 
confined  to  chooang  a  patent  agent  to  repre- 
sent him?  Would  not  the  word  "agent" 
embrace  a  solicitor  or  patent  atb»ney  whom 
an  applicant  might  authorize  to  appear  on 
his  behalf?  It  would  give  rise  to  a  large 
amount  of  trouble  and  expense  if  the  de- 
signation used  in  the  clause  were  altered. 
The  word  "  agent "  is  a  wider  term  than 
"  patent  attorney  "  or  "  solicitor."  It  would 
embrace  both  those  classes ;  whereas,  if  we 
put  in  the  words  "solicitor  or  patent 
attorney,"  they  would  not  embrace  an  or- 
dinary patent  agent.  If  we  limit  these 
functions  to  a  particular  class,  it  seems  to 
me,  that  we  slull  defeat  the  object  that 
we  have  in  view. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— There 
is,  as  Senator  Zeal  has  said,  very 
great  force  in  leaving  the  language 
of  the  clause  as  wide  as  possible.  At 
present,  it  is  permissive,  and  it  is  subject  to 
the  regulations.  No  doubt  Senator  Best's 
idea  has  been  to  bring  the  measure  into  line 


with  the  Patents  Act  in  this  respect, 
term  "  patent  attoniey  "  is  used  in  the 
tents  AxX.     But  the  whole  point  vi'l 
covered  if  we  insert  the  words  "  patent 
tomey,  or  solicitor  or  agent" 

Senator  O'Keefe.— That  would  dt 
Senator  Best's  object ;  he  wishes  to  ccnai 
to  the  other  two  classes. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.-Tl 
is  strong  reason  for  that;  because  wlk 
person  employs  an  ag^t,  he  shoui'l  1 
the  assurance  that  he  is  employing  &c 
body  who  knows  scMnething  of  the  bu^j 
But  it  is  worth  consideration,  whether 
power  to  give  permission  to  appear,  n 
is  left  to  the  r^strar,  is  not  snffdea 
protect  persons  in  that  respect  So  fa 
I  am  concerned,  I  should  prefer  to  ha\G 
word  "  agent "  retained,  because  that  le 
it  to  the  registrar  to  say  whom  he  wiil  i 
to  appear  before  him.  He  may  insist  i 
having  persons  who  are  acquainted  witl] 
practice  in  these  matters.  Is  it  not  i 
cient  to  leave  the  clause  as  it  stands, 
the  discretion  to  the  registrar  as  to  n 
shall  appear  before  him? 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania).— I 
to  explain  that  I  have  merely  brought 
ward  the  amendment  at  the  request 
Senator  Best,  but  practically,  I  inteni 
vote  for  the  clause  as  it  stands.  I  » 
particular  reason  why  we  should  Hici* 
class  of  persons  who  may  make  the?:: 
plications  to  the  Registrar,  and  fiwM 
point  of  view  the  term  "  agent  "  is  soffir 
The  Attorney-General  has  suggestcl 
we  might  make  the  clause  read  "  patrt 
torney,  solicitor,  or  agent."  If  we  didi 
we  might  add  the  words  'or  othem 
because  "  agent "  would  cover  both  p 
attorneys  and  solicitors.  If  Senator  I 
amendment  is  not  to  be  adopted  we  ha*? 
ter  leave  the  clause  as  it  stands. 

Senator  FRASER  (Victoria).— I  I 
that  the  choice  should  be  left  to  the 
vidual  concerned.  We  are  not  jostif^-' 
limiting  his  chcnce  to  one  or  two  pn 
sional  classes.  A  solicitor  is  not  ^.v, 
by  the  language  used  in  the  clause,  n 
will  fee  better  left  as  it  stands. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  agreed  ta  ' 

Bill  reported  with  further  amendmej 

EVIDENCE  BIIX. 

Second  Reading. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMOX  'S 
Australia — Attorney-General). — I  vty.' 

That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  secoad  time 
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second  reading  of  this  Bill,  in 
t  may  be  advanced  a  stage,  but 
□pose  to  take  it  into  Committee 
esire  that  some  of  the  provisions 
ve  additional  consideration  from 
an  in  regard  to  one  or  two  ver- 
that  require,  I  will  not  say 

but  alteration.  The  object  of 
iimply  to  facilitate  the  proof  in 
of  the  Commonwealth  of 
iments,  and  to  bring  the  law 
ith  an  Act  which  we  passed 
ith  regard  to  the  proof  of  cer- 
iroceedings.  It  will  certainly 
seful  measure.  It  provides,  for 
lat  certain  signatures  shall  be 
oticed.    No  one  can  doubt  that 

be  so,  and  that  as  far  as  pos- 
)ractice  should  be  extended,  so 
'ou  have  to  prove  the  signature, 
,  of  the  Registrar  of  the  High 
■  a  Judge,  or  of  the  President  of 
d  Court,  or  of  any  tribunal, 
Arbitration  Court,  it  should  not 
y  to  call  evidence  for  that  pur- 
z  signature  should  be  judicially 
'he  Bill  also  provides  that  evi- 
regard  to — 

imation,  commission,  order,  or  regu- 
1  or  made  by  the  GovemoT-General, 
er  the  authority  of  a  Minister, 

oved  by  the  production  of  the 
'  Gazette,  and  that  that  shall 
i  sufficient.    Then  again,  in  re- 
production of  public  books  and 
thev  may  be  proved  at  present 
ng  the  books  themselves.  But 
F  importance  as  public  records, 
ving  to  be  produced  in  courts 
y  are  perhaps  liable  to  be  lost 
It  is  provided  by  this  Bill 
of  such  books  and  documents 
Lde  by  means  of  examined  copies 
purporting  to  be  signed  and 
true  copies  by  a  proper  officer. 
Commonwealth  Gazette  itself, 
'ovides  that  its  production  shall 
Courts  evidence  that  it   is  the 
alih  Gazette;   and  where  it  is 
hat  the  printing  by  the  Govern- 
or should  be  established,  the  Bill 
at  if  it  purpOTts  to  be  so  issued 
ye  taken  to  be  sufficient.  These 
latters  of  form,  but  they  some- 
ve  expense,  as  we  who  are  en- 
egal  practice  happen  to  know, 
by    reason    of   the  technical 
which      are      raised,  and 
ght    to    be    dispensed  with. 


ProvisicHi  is  also  made  for  the  proof  of  acts 
done  by  the  Governor- Genecal,  or  Ministers, 
and,  in  this  connexion,  the  production  of  the 
Government  Gazette  is  sufficient.  This  is 
a  short  Bill,  but  it  is  a  measure  the  con- 
venience of  which  is  understood  by  lawyers, 
and  from  which  suitois  will  obtain  a  bene- 
fit in  diminished  expenses. 

Senator  Dawson. — Is  there  no  provision 
for  the  proof  of  service  of  the  Gazette  t 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— That 
is  not  necessary ;  the  mere  production  of  the 
Gazette  is  sufficient  proof. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  GOULD  (New  South 
Wales). — After  the  explanation  which  has 
been  made  by  the  representative  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  connexion  with  this  Bill,  it 
may  facilitate  matters  if,  instead  of  having 
any  extended  debate  just  now,  the  second 
reading  is  allowed  to  pass,  and  questions 
of  detail .  left  for'  Committee.  If  honor- 
able senators  desire  an  adjournment  after 
the  second  reading,  no  doubt  that  is  a  mat- 
ter which  can  be  arranged.  I  have  gone 
through  the  Bill,  which  commends  itself  to 
me  as  one  likely  to  be  of  very  great  service 
in  the  administration  of  justice.  It  will 
tend  materially  to  save  expense  now  in- 
curred in  proving  many  acts  which  might 
well  be  taken  as  formal. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

In  Committee: 
Clause  I  agreed  to. 
Progress  reported, 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion  (by  Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon) 
proposed — 

That  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales). — I  suggest,  as  the  Government 
business  has  been  postponed,  that  it 
would  meet  general  convenience  if  private 
members'  business  were  now  taken,  so  as  to 
leave  to-morrow  free  for  the  Government. 
Private  business  might  very  well  be  cleared 
off  to-day,  and  the  whole  of  to-morrow  de- 
voted to  Government  business.  I  suggest 
that  the  Attorney -General  withdraw  his 
motion. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Senate  adjourned  at  4.15  p.m. 
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i^ouse  of  iKrpresentafibes. 

"Wednesday ^  7  September ,  1904. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.50  p.m., 
and  read  prayers. 

SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  3). 
Assent  reported. 

PAPER. 

Mr.  REID  laid  upon  the  table  the  fol- 
lowing paper : — 
Report  upoQ  opium  smoking  in  Queensland. 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney— Minister  of 
External  Affairs). — I  wish  to  present,  by 
command  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor- 
General,  a 

Copy  of  a  despatch  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  with  regard  to  the  question  of 
the  adoption  of  the  metric  system  of  weights  and 
measures  within  the  Empire. 

I  move — 

That  the  document  be  printed. 

I  shall  take  the  opportunity  afforded  by  this 
motion  to  make  a  Ministerial  statement. 
In  my  opinion,  the  late  Prime  Minister  set 
an  excellent  example  to  his  successors  by 
making  his  Ministerial  statement  in  such  a 
way  as  would  enable,  not  only  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  but  the  House  generally, 
to  discuss  the  programme  which  he  put 
forward,  and  the  whole  state  of  public  af- 
fairs. I  felt  that  that  course  was  a  perfectly 
fair  and  wise  one,  and  I  am  therefore 
imitating  it.  But  before  I  outline  the  policy 
which  the  present  Administration  proposes 
to  pursue  with  reference  to  matters  of  pub- 
lic business,  I  should  like  to  say  a  few 
words  in  regard  to  the  circumstances  which 
led  up  to  its  formation. 

Mr.  Spence. — Hear  hear  !  It  is  time  that 
we  heard  something  about  that. 

Mr.  REID. — It  will  be  remembered  that 
the  Administration  headed  by  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Balla- 
rat  which  appealed  to  the  electors  of 
the  Commonwealth  at  the  last  general 
elections  raised  for  their  consideration 
a  question  which  was  embodied  in  the 
phrase  "  fiscal  peace,"  and  asked  them  to 
pronounce  the  opinion  in  reference  to  the 
existing  Tariff  that  it  should  not  be  inter- 
fered with  during  the  life  of  the  approach- 
ing Parliament.   That  appeal  to  the  people 


was  successful.  The  electors  of 
tralia,  in  respmse  to  the  Ministerial 
posal,  did,  so  far  as  electors  can,  da 
in  accordance  with  the  p(^icy  of  the  j 
Government,  that  Tariff  revisicm  shoul.J 
occupy  the  attention  of  the  new  Parliani 
The  fact  that  that  decision  was  pronoui 
by  the  people  was  recognised  by  the  kai 
of  the  three  parties  in  this  House  when, 
new  Parliament  met.  The  then  Pr! 
Minister,  the  hmiorable  and  learned  meiq 
for  Ballarat,  said  that  the  fiscal  issue  i 
dead  and  buried — ^he,  of  course,  mean) 
the  electors — during  this  Parliaineni  ai 
events.  I  have  a  weakness  for  inter] 
ing  which  I  hope  will  not  characterizii 
offidal  action,  and  when  the  static 
which  I  have  just  quoted  was  made  I  i] 
jected— 

I  recognise  that  that  is  the  verdict  of  the 
stituencies. 

So  that  at  the  opening  of  this  Parliamen: 
head  of  the  then  Government  said  thjj 
decision  of  the  electors  was  what  I  j 
described  it  to  be,  and  I  immediate". 
cognised  in  a  most  public  way  that  that; 
so. 

Mr.  Carpenter. — But  the  right  h'i 
able  member's  followers  differed  from  ' 

Mr.  REID.— The  then  leader  of 
Labour  Party — the  present  leader  *a 
Opposition — speaking  on  the  same  o-'-tj 
said — 

I  share  the  feeling  of  gratification  wb.'  \ 
been  expressed  by  the  Prime  Minister  tliat; 
the  last  election  the  issue  as  between  frct- 
and  protection  has  disappeared  for  sotn- 

to  come  at  any  rate  90  i&z  : 

Tariff  is  concerned. 

In  another  part  of  the  same  speech 
honorable  gentleman  referred  to  the  " 
time  at  any  rate"  as  the  life  time  -.1 
present  Parliament.     I  have  to  sav  r.i 
t*hat  if  that  state  of  things  had  not  fxl 
when  the  recent  crisis  occurred,  it  w 
have  been  impossible  for    the  honri 
members  who  form  the  present  Adroinii 
tion  to  have  come  together,  just  as  I  , 
pose  it  would  have  been  impossible,  ii 
question  of  Tariff  revisicra  had  been  a 
ter  for  this  House  to  deal  with,  t^r 
honorable  friends  who  formed  the 
Administratioi  to  come  together.      I  rt| 
nise,  as  we  all  did  at  the  time,  thnri 
late  Prime  Minister,  in  selecting  four  i 
traders  and  four  protectiwiists  to  fomi 
Government,  gave,  and  desired  to  | 
effect  to  the  decision  of  the  electors, 
is  obvious  that  it  would  have  been  in-\ 
sible  for  men  of  such  strong  and  c^r 
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on  the  Tariff  question,  such 
!-traders  as  the  honorable  and 
mber  for  West  Sydney  and  the 
lember  for  Coolgardie,  and  such 
ectionists  as  the  honorable  mem- 
5t4iby  and  Senator  McGregor,  to 
ler  on  any  other  understanding, 
this  matter  now  because  I  can- 
t  that  if  that  state  of  things, 
recognised  by  the  leaders  of  all 

1  not  existed  

rsoN. — It  was  never  even  con- 
me  when  selecting  a  Ministry. 
D. — I  do  not  know  the  motives 
arable  friend's  mind  which  led 
ect  particular  Ministers,  but  it 
by  a  peculiar  coincidence  that 
as  as  I  have  stated  it  to  be. 
felling  upon  the  subject,  the  posi- 
s  that  if  the  Tariff  had  had  to  be 
this  session,  it  would  have  been 

I  believe,  for  the  late  Adminis- 
be    constituted    or    for  the 
nistry  to  be  formed  to  carry  out 

We  stand  here  as  the  trustees 
p!e  of  Australia,  to  see  that  the 
lich  they  arrived  at,  and  which 
knowledged  by  the  leaders  of  the 
;s  in  this  House,  and  which  was 
diated  by  any  honorable  member 

UGER. — Things  have  changed. 
ID. — Things  have  become  quite 
The  question  is  a  possible  tor- 

JGER. — It  is  an  ironclad. 
ID. — Be  that  as  it  may,  I  wish 
ur  position  perfectly  clear.  So 
occupy  the  Government  benches 
see  that  the  decision  of  the 
honorably  respected.  Passing 
1  that  matter,  I  wish  to  come  to 
which  occurred  over  one  of  the 
a  measure  still  before  this  House 
iciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 
try  of  the  day  chose  to  take  a 
lition  with  reference  to  a  certain 
;he  Bill,  and  had  perfect  liberty 
An  Administration  must  always 
itself  as  to  the  points  it  will  re- 
tal,  and  the  points  which  it  will 
i  as  vital.  On  the  particular 
I  which  I  allude,  the  then  Prime 
n  a  most  public  way,  a  consider- 
before  the  matter  was  brought 
3  be  finally  dealt  with,  stated 
ination  to  accept  the  refusal  of 
to  reconsider  a  certain  amend - 
ted  in  clause  48  of  the  Bill  

UAM  LVNE. — No. 


Mr.  RElD. — I  have  not  concluded  what 
I  am  going  t»  say,  so  that  a  denial  is  pre- 
mature  

Mr.  PoYNTON. — The  late  Prime  Mini- 
ster did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  REID. — I  cannot  accept  the  hon- 
orable member  as  the  official  interpreter  of 
what  the  late  Prime  Minister  said.  I  am 
going  by  announcements  which  I  have  seen 
in  the  public  prints  of  more  than  one 
State. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — The  right  honorable 
member  cannot  produce  them. 

Mr.  RE  I D .  — The  honorable  member 
need  not  make  that  remark.  I  hope  that 
at  the  present  rather  important  stage  of  a 
business  statement,  I  shall  not  be  met  with 
interjections  .^nd  contradictions  which  can 
be  better  dealt  with  at  a  later  period.  I 
saw  reports  of  an  interview  with  the  late 
Prime  Minister  in  the  Sydney  newspapers, 
and  I  also  saw  reports  of  the  same 
interview  in  the  Melbourne  newspapers. 
The  reports  of  that  interview  appeared  on 
the  same  day  as  the  reports  of  an  inter 
view  with  me  appeared  in  the  Sydney  news- 
papets.  The  late  Prime  Minister,  answer- 
ing what  I  had  said,  made  the  statement — 
and  I  am  quoting  almost  his  exact  words — 
that  if  the  House  would  not  reconsider  its 
decision,  which  had  been  arrived  at  some 
time  before  in  Committee,  when  the  Go- 
vernment oblained  .in  adjournment  to  con- 
sider its  position,  he  would  take  it  as  an 
intimation  that  his  services  were  not  re- 
quired any  longer.  Those  words  appeared 
in  both  the  Melbourne  and  thti  Sydney 
newspapers. 

Mr.  Watson. — Hear,  hear.  That  is 
substantially  correct. 

Mr.  REID. — My  honorable  friend,  who 
is  a  better  authority  than  the  honorable 
member  for  Grey,  adpiits  that  those  words 
were  used  in  the  interview. 

Mr.  Watson.— Substantially. 

Mr.  REID.— That  being  so,  I  hope  that 
*he  honorable  member  for  Grev  will  with- 
draw the  imputation  which  he  levelled 
against  me  just  now.  I  can  be  only  sub- 
stantially correct  when  quoting  what  ap- 
peared in  the  newspapers  some  months 
back,  and  I  am  fortunate  in  managing  to 
be  that.  I  draw  attention  to  the  circum- 
stances for  this  reason.  The  crisis  was 
made  at  the  deliberate  choice  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  day.  It  was  not  a  crisis 
manufactured  by  the  Opposition. 

Honorable  Members. — Oh  ! 

Mr.  REID.— Not  at  that  time.  Surely 
the  Opposition  did  not  dictate  an  official 
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utterance  by  the  Prime  Minister.  Surely 
honorable  members  do  not  wish  to  be  quite 
so  erratic  as  to  suggest  that  when  the  Prime 
Minister  made  his  statement  to  the  press  he 
was  under  the  inspiration  of  any  member  of 
the  Opposition.  My  honorable  friend  the 
late  Prime  Minister  weighs  bis  words^  and 
acknowledges  now  that  they  were  uttered. 
I  am  speaking  at  present  only  of  the  late 
Prime  Minister's  own  statement.  In  the 
most  public  way  he  stated  that  the  issue 
before  the  House  was  a  vital  one ;  that  if 
the  Bill  were  not  altered — I  do  not  say 
in  any  particular  way  at  present  in  re- 
spect of  that  amendment — the  Government 
would  take  a  certain  course-  Therefore 
the  House  did  not  make  the  subject  of  the 
crisis;  but  the  Government  made  it^  and 
when  the  matter  came  cm  the  House  had 
made  up  its  mind  so  clearly  that  it  would 
not  recede  from  the  positicm  it  had  taken  up 
on  a  particular  amendment  that  it  found  it 
unnecessary  to  talffi  up  any  time  further 
than  that  occupied  in  expressing  its  refusal 
to  reconsider  the  clause.  That  was  the 
shortest  possible  way  for  those  who  had 
made  up  their  minds  not  to  alter  the  clause 
to  express  their  opinion.  It  is  not  to  be 
supposed  that,  the  Prime  Minister,  when  he 
attached  such  significance  to  the  position, 
was  really  so  sure  of  winning  that  it  did  not 
matter  what  he  said.  I  am  sure  that  my  hon- 
orable friend  did  not  take  up  any  such  posi- 
tion at  the  time  that  he  made  the  amend- 
ment vital.  He  knew  that  the  result  might 
be  what  it  has  actually  been.  Therefore,  the 
fact  must  stand  that  the  crisis  arose  through 
the  deliberate,  choice  of  Ministers  them- 
selves. There  was  no  snatch  division. 
Every  member  of  the  House  except  the 
Speaker  in  the  chair  expressed  his  opinion 
upon  a  vital  issue,  the  significance 
of  which  was  fully  understood.  Thirty-six 
honorable  members  voted,  or  paired,  with 
the  Government,  and  38  voted,  or  paired, 
against  the  Goverrmient,  so  that  the  full 
number  of  74  members  out  of  75  deliber- 
ately recorded  their  opinions.  Well,  the 
Government  acted  consistently  with  the  po- 
sition taken  up  by  the  Prime  Minister.  After 
the  vote,  my  honorable  friend  the  Prime 
Minister  considered  his  positiwi,  and  ten- 
dered certain  advire  to  His  Excellency  the 
Govemw-General.  The  decision  of  His 
Excellency  upon  that  advice  is  a  matter 
with  whidi  we  have  nothing  to  do.  In  ex- 
ercising the  Royal  Prerogative  His  Excel- 
lency is  not  responsible  to  us,  but  to  the 
Sovereign.  Having  been  sent  for  by  His 
Excellency  I  was  placed  in  this  position : 
Xr.  Xeid. 


The  Prime  Minister   having  advised 
dissoluticm  of  the  House,  if  I  considi 
the  dissolution  of  the  House  at  that  1 
the  proper  course,  and  that  all  oppon 
ties  of  further  usefulness  in  this  House 
been  destroyed,  it  would  have  been  my  1 
to  refuse  to  undertake  the  task  of  fori 
an  Administratis,  on  the  ground  thi 
concurred  with  the  advice  conve>ed  by 
Prime   Minister,  and   believed  that 
House  was  incapable  of    further  us 
work.     Rightly  or  wrongly,  howerc 
took  a  different  view.    I  remembered 
the  House  had  been  in  existence  for 
eight  or  nine  months.    I  remembered 
that  the  subject  upon  which  this  diSk 
had  arisen  was  not  a  great  question 
national  politics,  but  merely  invoh'cd 
difFerence  in  the  working   of  a  priw 
which  the  House  had  adopted.    It  waa 
a  matter  of  principle  at  all,  but  a  quei 
as  to  the  degree  to  which  a  prin 
which  the  House  had  adopted  shouli 
carried.  ^  Clearly  it  seemed  to  me  ths 
useful  object  would  be  served  by  dis-wil 
the  House,  unless  I  was  satisfied  that 
opportunities  for  ftuther  usefulnesi: 
been  exhausted.    In  assuming  the  tjs 
forming  an  Admiriis'tration  T  took  the 
that  the  time  had  not  arri\^d  for  a 
solution  of  this  House,  and  I  take  tl'ej 
responsibility    for    the   course  whicj 
adopted.     I    was   not,    of  course, 
norant   of   tEe   fact   that    the  ir.ai 
which   had  voted,   as  it   bad  the 
to  vote,  in  accordance  with  its  own 
victions,  was  a  small  one.   I  am  just  2«i 
scious  of  that  fact  now  as  I  was 
I  admit  at  once  that  if  the  thirty-six  fi: 
able  members  who  voted  with  the  G-." 
ment  on  that  occasion  are  determine' 
reduce  this  House  into  such  a  condition! 
there  is  no  further  prospect  of  useful  1 
lation,  they  are  in  a  position  to  do  3\ 
admit  that  in  a  Chamber  of  this  Vhni 
difference  between  thirty-eight  and  ^^ 
six  members  is  such  that  it  would  be  in 
sible  for  any  Government  to  carry  cti 
ful  legislation  if  a  minority  so  closely 
proaching  equality  with  the  maioriti 
made  up  their  minds  that  the  House 
unfit  to  proceed  any  further  with  the  xi 
action  of  public  business.    I  mets 
position  at  once,  and  I  am  prepar""! 
stand  by  it,  and  I  shall  be  prepare 
admit  that  I  was  wrong  in  mv  expetra 
if  

Mr.  Thohas. — The  right  bonon^le  t 
ber  will  have  to  admit  it 
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[  D .  — I  am  not  denying  an  y  - 
m  simp]y  stating  my  own  indi- 
I  am  prepared  to  admit  that 
arge  minority  almost  appioach- 
{  with  the  majority  are  deter- 
ing  about  the  termination  of  the 
this  House  they  can  effect  their 

LiAM  LvNE. — The  right  honor- 
man  cannot  dictate  to  the  Go- 
;ral  when  he  is  to  dissolve  the 

D. — I  hope  that  honorable  mem- 
:cuse  me  if  I  have  not  made  my 
;ar.  What  I  mean  is  that  the 
ister  having  stated'  that  the 
It  to  be  dissolved,  and  having 
.  a  party  strong  enough  to  re- 
lubtic  business  to  such  a  state 
)use  will  become  impotent,  surely 
lether  on  this  side  of  the  Cham- 
Opposition,  thri  House  being 
>  thai  state,  would  consider 
should  continue  to  exist, 
little  time  we  were  in  a 
at  least  equality  to  the  late 
t  in  point  of  numbers,  but  we 
Dose  to  take  up  the  position  of 
great  strength  in  order  to  ob- 
business  of  the  country. 
□HAS. — That  was  no  fault  of 
onorable  gentleman's. 
[D. — I  should  like  my  honorable 
mention  one  occasion  during  the 
of  ofl5ce  of  the  late  Government 
ately  they  occupied  the  Trea- 
es  for  so  short  a  time  that  mem- 
e  perfect  upon  the  point — upon 
Opposition  obstructed  public 
A  singular  complaint,  and  the 
laint  against  us,  was  of  an  op- 
racter — that  we  arrived  at  our 
ly  too  summary  methods,  that  we 
ht  out  that  we  would  not  recom- 
48,  because  we  did  not  intend 
lat  we  had  done. 
)UCH. — The  right  honorable  gen- 
mits  that  he  gave  the  Governor- 
nreliable  advice. 

:iD. — What  I  am  saying  is  that 
iking  to  form  an  Administration 
respcmsibility  of  endeavouring  to 
he  public  business  of  this  House 
alL 

3UCH. — Now  the  right  honorable 
is  whining  for  mercy. 
;iD. — The  language  of  my  Hon- 
d  learned  friend  would  almost 
victorious  Japanese  General.  I 
honorable  and  learned  member 


that,  so  far  from  whining  for  mercy,  if  I 
may  say  it  with  any  propriety,  my  honor- 
able friends  opposite  will  find  others  quite 
as  ready  as  they  are  to  endeavour  to,  at 
any  rate,  face  the  people  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Thev  do  not  like 
that. 

Mr.  REID. — I  do  not  mind  it.  This  is 
just  the  preliminary  fusillade  of  a  most  en- 
joyable campaign.  I  may  say  that  I  hope 
I  shall  be  able  to  imitate  the  courteous  at- 
titude of  my  honorable  friend,  the  late 
Prime  Minister,  on  all  occasions.  I  can- 
didly admit  that  it  is  highly  unlikely  that 
I  shall  succeed,  but  I  shall  do  my  best,  at 
any  rate — although  he  is  a  much  younger 
leader  than  I  am — to  follow  the  good  ex- 
ample which  he  has  set  to  all  leaders  in 
public  life.  I  hope  that  my  honorable 
friend  will  understand  that  I  feel  it  my 
duty  at  present  to  state  fully  and 
frankly  my  view  of  the  circumstances 
which  led  up  to  the  present  change 
in  the  administration  of  public  affairs.  I 
desire  to  say  that  this,  in  my  opinion,  re- 
presents something  more  than  a  mere  change 
between  the  occupants  of  one  set  of  benches 
and  the  occupants  of  another  set  of  benches. 
It  represents  something  more  than  the  mere 
shuffling  of  the  Ministerial  cards. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — It  is  a  double  shuffle. 

Mr.  REID.— My  honorable  friend  did 
not  take  much  part  in  the  game.  I  think 
that  it  was_  only  at  the  last  moment 
of  the  dying  Government's  existence 
that  my  honorable  and  learned  friend  be- 
came galvanized  into  even  attendance  in  the 
House.  I  do  not  complain  of  that,  be- 
cause an  opponent  of  his  great  ability  is 
perhaps  better  away  than  here. 

Mr.  HtME  Cook. — The  right  honorable 
gentleman  was  frequently  away  himself. 

Mr.  REID. — Yes,  and  the  honorable 
member  ought  to  thank  me  for  it.  When 
I  settled  down  to  my  task  something  hap- 
pened. The  people  of  Australia  are  en- 
titled to  a  full  explanation  at  the  present 
time  from  both  sides  of  the  House,  and 
I  am  anxious,  therefore,  to  deal  with  one  or 
two  questions  whidi  cannot  be  decided  here, 
but  can  only  be  fought  out  before  the  elec- 
tors. I  wish  to  point  out  in  an  unmis- 
takable way  the  difference  between  the  two 
parties  in  this  House.  I  claim  that'  in 
some  respects  there  are  points  of  resem- 
blance. I  claim  that  the  coalitiwi  which 
sits  on  this  side  of  the  House  is  just  as 
democratic  and  as  liberal  as  are  those 
honorable  members  who  claim  the  patent. 
I  think  we  can  point  to  honorable  members 
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on  this  side  of  the  House — I  need  not 
select  them — whose  serviced  in  the  cause  of 
progressive  politics  may  ccxnpare  in  sc»ne 
respects  not  unfavorably  even  with  those  of 
my  honorable  friends  opposite.  Just  as 
my  honorable  friends  of  the  Opposition,  in 
forming  thdi  political  tie,  have  to  sane 
extent  to  sink  individual  opinions — and  I 
suppose  that  no  member  of  the  Labour 
Party  will  deny  that  that  is  (xie  of  the 
obligations  of  the  alliance  which  has 
been  formed — so  in  this  Coalition  Govern- 
ment, and  in  our  Coalition  Party,  it  has 
been  necessary  to  some  extent  to  sink  indi- 
vidual views.  In  that  respect  I  do  not 
think  that  this  side  of  the  House  compares 
unfavorably  with  the  Opposition.  But 
there  are  points  on  which  we  claim  a 
vital  difference  between  honorable  members 
opposite  and  those  an.  this  side  of  the 
House.  I  speak,  I  think,  in  this  respect 
for  every  member  sitting  on  this  side.  In 
the  first  place,  we  offer  the  strongest  possible 
objection  to,  and  shall  resist  in  the  strongest 
possible  way,  the  invasion  of  parliamen- 
tary government  by  means  of  a  caucus. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Have  the  Government 
abolished  their  caucus  ? 

Mr.  REID. — ^The  gentlemen  who  sit  here 
have  not  yet  had  even  one  meeting. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Then  the  supporters  of 
the  Govemmoit  have  no  voice  at  all  in  their 
policy  ? 

Mr.  REID. — I  am  happy  to  say  that  my 
honorable  friends  on  this  side  of  the  House 
have  not  asked  the  Ministry  to  meet  them 
in  the  vaults,  and  to  outline  the  policy  we 
intcfnd  to  pursue  before  we  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  express  it  in  this  Chamber,  and 
to  present  it  to  the  pe(q>le  of  Australia. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^What  Government  had  to 
do  anything  of  the  kind? 

Mr.  REID. — My  honorable  friend  knows. 

Mr.  Watson. — If  the  insinuation  is  that 
that  was  the  positicxi  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment it  is  absolutely  incorrect. 

Mr.  REID.~If  my  honorable  friend 
means  to  tell  us  that  the  labour  caucus 
meets  only  to  indulge  in  convivial  relaxa- 
tion, I  have  nothing  more  to  say. 

>fr.  Watson.  —  The  late  Government 
were  never  asked  by  their  supporters  to 
make  any  such  statement  of  policy  to  them 
as  the  right  honorable  member  suggests. 

Mr.  REID.  —  I  accept  the  honorable 
member's  statement. 

Mr.  Batciielor. — Then  the  right  htmor- 
able  gentleman  should  withdraw  his  asser- 
tion. 


Mr.  REID. — I  accept  the  statonenc 
the  leader  of  the  OppositicHi ;  but  my  u 
impression  is  that  we  have  been  led  t^  i 
lieve  that  the  labour  caucus  meets 
stated  intervals  to  discuss  public  affairs,  a 
to  examine  every  Bill  that  is  submitted 
the  House. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  is  absolutely  inc 
rect. 

Mr.  REID. — I  am  very  glad  to  hear 
Then  I  may  accept  the  assurance  ot 
honorable  friend  that  there  is  no  poll:! 
significance  associated  with  the  meainga 
the  caucus. 

Mr.  Watson. — Oh  yes,  there  is. 

Mr.  REID. — I  wish^  so  far  as  I  caa 
restore  what  has  been  for  many  cento 
the  system  of  parliamentary  goverom 
In  parliamentary  govermnrat  every  Mi 
try  has  a  number  of  supporters,  and,  so 
as  I  am  aware,  there  is  no  Govonmeai 
the  British  Empire  which-  has  Ih-ed  m 
such  a  condition  of  affairs  as  existed  vl 
my  honorable  friends  opposite  weie 
office. 

Mr.  Watson. — But  the  right  honor 
gentleman  evidently  does  not  knov  « 
did  exist  at  that  time. 

Mr.  REID.— I  certainly  think  that  d 
must  have  been  dense  secrecy  associated  i 
the  meetings  of  the  Labour  caucus,  if 
CHie  outside  it  is  able  to  say  t 
transpired.  I  can  only  oongratubie 
hcmorable  friends  of  the  Opp^ 
upon  the  successful  secrecy  with  t*l 
they  conduct  their  weekly  or  fortnif 
meetings.  I  have  never  been  conna 
with  a  political  party  which  has  held  m 
ings  at  intervals  of,  perhaps,  one  ot 
years,' without  discovering  that  substanti 
everything  which  transpired  at  t' 
meetings  appeared  next  day  in  the  pi 
But  now  we  have  to  deal  with  a  b?dT 
honorable  members,  thirty  ox  forty  strf 
with  very  vigt»ous  powers  of  expres*i 
who  meet  a  multitude  of  times,  and  coril 
their  political  discussions  with  such  ahwl 
secrecy  that  no  one  outside  their  r  -i 
really  knows  what  they  do  at  those  ::i 
ings. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  Aows  that  no:b 
important  can  take  place  at  those  mectii 
Mr.  REID.— That   sort   of  stio>.| 
secrecy  in  the  discussi<m  of  the  puM:  i 
fairs  of  the  C(»nmonweaIth  is  foreign 
the  spirit  of  parliamentary  institutior.s. 
Mr.  Watson. — It  has  never  occurred 
Mr.  REID.— When  in  the  history — - 
Mr.  Watson. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  >4 
I  have  stated  on  several  occasioas  thjt' 
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which  the  right  honorable 
IS  just  made  is  absolutely  in- 

I  think  it  only  right  that  he 
t  my  assurance- 
A.KER. — There  is  nothing  in 
;  Orders  which  requires  that 
larance  shall  be  received ;  but 
^en  a  statement  of  that  kind 
i^epted,  and  I  am  sure  that  the 
t>le  gentleman  will  follow  that 

D. — Hear,  hear ;  I  desire  to 
ourtesy  of  my  honorable  friend, 
y  accepted  the  statement  which 
id  also  the  further  statement 
1  that  the  meetings  of  the  La- 
were  devoted  not  to  convivial 
t  to  the  consideration  of  poli- 

30N.  —  No  question  of  policy 
before  a  caucus  of  the  Labour 
it  had  been  agreed  to  by  the 
ren  then  it  was  merely  men- 
,e  meeting. 

D . — I  am  acce  pt  in  g  my  hon  - 
d's  assurance,  and  I  suppose 
>t  do  any  more.  I  am  accept- 
F  all,  the  assurance  that  the 
IS  is  not  a  convivial  gathering, 
i  assurance  that  it  is  a  political 
I  thirdly  the  statement  that  the 
:s  often.  I  say  that  a 
rty  or  forty  members  of  Par- 
)  often  meet  to  discuss  poli- 
;h  secrecy  that  even  the  city  re- 
ot  obtain  any  information  with 
)  their  proceedings,  is  about 
body  as  is  known  to-day  to 
people. 

D  Thomson.  —  Is  the  Prime 
t'ing  us  a  declaration  of  the 
policy  ? 

D. — My  honorable  friend  with 
countenance    must  remember 
been  led  a  little  astray  by  the 
□f  the  Opposition.      There  is 
r  which  we  take,  and  in  regard 
may  also  be  said  that  we  are 
3ugh  that  is  a  matter  for  the 
lecide.    We  take  the  view,  I 
there  is  a  despotic  power  ex- 
represerttatives  of  the  people 
abour  leagues  such  as  is  wielded 
■  body  known  to  the  political 

ralia.    We  may  be  wrong  

;helor. — The  Government  are 

D.  —  I  know  of  the  pledge 
r  members  have  to  sign.  It 
:nied  that  that  pikdge  is  given. 


It  cannot  be  denied  that  no  avenue  between 
my  honorable  friends  opposite  and  the 
electors  is  open  to  them  as  candidates  for 
the  suffrages  of  the  people,  unless  their 
application  to  appear  in  that  capacity  te 
stamped  by  a  Labour  League.  I  know  of 
no  such  positicm  -which  is  occupied  to-day 
by  any  other  representative  of  the  people 
in  this  House. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  position  is  the  same 
with  the  free-trade  league. 

Mr.  REID.— Certainly  not. 

Mr.  Watson. — What  about  the  honorable 
member  for  Lang? 

Mr.  REID. — Might  I  refer  to  a  case 
which  happened  only  the  other  day  in  con- 
nexion with  the  State  elections  in  New  South 
Wales?  In  that  instance  the  local  league 
chose  a  certain  candidate  for  one  of  the 
suburban  electorates,  and  put  aside  the  sit- 
ting member,  who  was  an  old  friend  and 
supporter  of  my  own.  But  the  sitting  mem- 
ber was  not  in  such  a  position  that,  when 
the  league  cast  him  aside,  he  was  banished 
from  public  life,  and  dare  not  appear  before 
the  electors  whom  he  had  represented  up 
to  that  time.  He  appeared  before  them,  in 
spite  of  the  vote  given  against  him  by  the 
local  league,  and  throughout  the  whole  of 
that  campaign  no  word  was  ever  uttered 
that  implied  that  in  taking  that  line  of 
action  he  had  incurred  the  indelible  dis- 
grace which  would  attend  a  representative 
of  the  Labour  Party  who- broke  his  pledges 
to  a  political  Labour  League. 

Mr.  Watson. — But  the  machine  beat  him. 

Mr.  REID.— I  think  that  my  honorable 
friend  ought  to  respect  the  verdict  of  any 
body  of  electors. 

Mr.  Watson. — But  the  machine  beat  him, 
although,  as  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
knows,  he  was  a  loyal  man  to  his  party. 

Mr.  REID« — I  suppose  that  no  one  will 
deny  that  the  electors  are  entitled  to  select 
whom  they  please.  I  have  a  further  im- 
putation to  make,  which  my  honorable 
friends  opposite  will  doubtless  deny.  After 
all,  it  is  something  to  obtain  these  denials 
from  them,  because  by  the  time  that  we 
have  had  the  last  of  them,  we  shall  find 
that  the  Labour  Party  is  not  half  so  solid 
as  has  been  popularly  supposed.  I  believe 
that  the  Government  and  their  supporters  are 
just  as  honestly  in  favour,  as  are  honorable 
members  opposite,  of  using  the  whole  na- 
tional power  to  pass  measures  that  will 
promote  the  national  welfare  to  the  highest 
possible  point.  On  that  point  there  is  no 
difference  of  principle  between  the  Op- 
position and  honorable  members  on  this 
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side  of  the  House.  There  is  another  prin- 
ciple, which,  I  believe,  is  supported  by  the 
Oppositicn  which  with  us  is  equallyan  ideal, 
but  an  ideal  which  the  views  that  prevail 
among  honorable  members  opposite  are 
calculated  to  destroy.  I  place  side  by  side 
with  the  ideal  of  using  to  the  furthest  ex' 
tent  the  national  power  to  promote  the  na- 
tional good,  the  ideal  of  leaving  every 
human  being  in  a  free  country  as  free  in 
the  exercise  of  his  individual  rights  and 
in  the  carrying  on  of  his  individual  enter- 
prise as  is  consistent  with  the  legitimate 
use  of  the  national  power  for  national 
ends. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — We  all  agree  to  that. 

Mr.  REID. — My  honorable  friends  op- 
posite now  say,  "We  all  agree  to  that." 
Of  courM,  I  attach  some  significance  to 
the  representative  character  of  the  news- 
papers of  the  labour  unions.  Will  my 
honorable  friends  repudiate  the  organs  of 
their  party  as  being  altogether  foreign  to 
their  symp^hies  and  policy? 

An  Honorable  Member. — ^Yes. 

Mr.  REID.— Then  they  would  throw 
over  anything.  Will  those  who  represoit 
the  State  Labour  Party  of  Victoria,  and 
who  employ  a  gentleman  at  a  salary  of  se- 
veral hundred  pounde  a  year  to  preach 
socialistic  doctrines,  now  repudiate  him? 
When  a  labour  League  spends  ;£500  a  year 
to  secure  the  services  of  a  man  for  preach- 
ing purposes  only,  they  must  believe  in  the 
religion  he  expounds.  The  chosen  mission- 
ary of  the  Labour  Party  is  paid,  and  hon- 
orably paid,  for  his  services.  There  is  no 
stigma  in  the  fact  that  he  receives  payment 
for  his  services;  I  mention  it  only  as  fixing 
i^cial  responsibility  on  those  who  em- 
ploy him.  This  gentleman  is  sent  all  over 
Australia  to  preach  the  doctrines  of  an 
extreme  Socialism,  and  the  newspapers  of 
the  Labour  Party  preach  those  doctrines 
every  day. 

Mr.  Tudor. — The  gentleman  in  question 
has  been  doing  good  work. 

Mr.  REID. — My  honorable  friend  knows 
of  the  method  that  was  suggested  in  con- 
nexion with  the  recent  May  Day  celebra- 
tions. There  is  a  very  distinguished  and 
worthy  member  of  the  party  opposite  who 
made  a  speech  on  that  occasion.  He  said 
that  the  time  was  not  ripe  to  at  once  carry 
out  to  their  fullest  extent  the  socialistic 
ideas  which  they  preached,  but  he  added 
that  there  were  some  plums  ripe  for  pick- 
ing, and  said,  "  We  are  going  to  begin  on 
the  tobacco  mcmopoly."  There  are  two 
cures  for  monopolies.    One  is  to  put  them 


down,  and  in  the  application  of  that  t 
medy  there  is  no  member  on  this  side 
the  House  who  will  not  work  as  hoots 
as  will  any  honorable  member  oppos: 
But  there  is  another  method  which  aif'V 
an  opportunity  to  aieak  in  Socialism.  3 
that  is  to  take  up  what  may  seem  jo  b' 
monopoly,  and  to  make  a  State  indu^- 
it.   That  was  the  pcdicy  propounded  b% 
late  Prime  Minister  even  in  his  morln 
programme.      He  was  going  to  begin 
taking  ;^8,ooo,ooo  from  the  banks.  ; 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  tobacc-'^ 
manufacture  certainly. 

Mr.  Watson. — Where  is  the  right  li 
orable  gentleman's  Treasurer?  I  tk 
that  right  honorable  gentleman  has  t 
that  he  is  in  favour  of  taking  the  mo 
from  the  banks. 

Sir  George  Turner. — The  honor, 
gentleman  never  heard  me  say  it. 

Mr.  REID.— No  such  thing.  I  tl 
I  am  in  a  position  to  correct  the  hooan 
member  for  Bland. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  have  it  from  Ham 
li  the  right  honorable  gentleman  did 
say  it  in  so  many  words,  he  said  % 
effect. 

Mr.  REID.— I  think  I  am  in  a  pos 

to  correct  the  honorable  gentleman- 
honorable  friends  opposite  must  reice* 
that  they  are  merely  the  political  pup 
of  men  outside  this  House — in  this  » 
only,  that  if  one  of  them  performs 
most  brilliant  service  for  Australia  in 
House,  when  the  House  is  dissolwd. 
he  goes  to  the  Political  Labour  League 
asks  for  their  nomination,  if  the  mem 
of  the  league  are  dissatisfied  with  hiic. 
if  he  has  not  given  effect  to  thdr  vi- 
they  can  efface  him  from  politics  in  J 
tralia.     They  can  say  to  him,  "  Voi:  :i 
stand  down.     You  shall  not  even  ^-i 
fore  your  electors  to  ask  them  whether  | 
differ  from  us.     You  shall  stand  cij 
public  life,  because  we  do  not  like  ; 
and  do  not  believe  in  you." 

Mr,  Hitches. — Xa      "  You  shali 
stand  under  our  auspices,"  that  is  all.  1 
is  just  what  was  dme  to  Mr  HawU'i 
as  the  right  h<xiorable  gentleman  kn<v4 

Mr.  REID.— This  is  beautiful.  ' 
are  now  invited  to  believe  that  if  a  IjI 
man,  who  has  entered  into  an  oblitrj^w 
stand  down  if  he  is  not  selected  t>T 
Political  Labour  League,  is  not  stlet 
refuses  to  stand  down,  and  goes  beioc^ 
electOTS,  he  will  not  be  called  a  polil 
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We  know  that  the  man  would 
d  by  every  labour  union  in  Aus- 

-HES. — I  did  not  mean  that. 
D. — We  know  that  such  a  man 

a  badge  of  social  infamy  put 
e  disobeyed  that  stem  discipline 

made  the   Labour   Party  the 

it  is  to-day. 

?HES. — What  about  Hawthorne 
Lith  Wales? 

'D. — I  have  already  mentioned 

JGHES. — What    about    E.  M. 

0  was  wiped  out  after  prostrat- 
P  under  the   honorable  gentle- 

[D. — I  hope  the  honorable  and 
itleman  will  reseri-e  his  remarks 
er  occasion.  I  am  happy 
lat  I  shall  have  an  oppor- 
reply  to  him  this  time, 
ve  any  further  observations  on 
until  that  more  convenient  sea- 
ire  to  emphasize  the  points  upon 
Table  members  on  this  side  diiTer 
able  members  opposite,  I  admit 
xe  not  matters  which  we  can  fight 
We  all  have  our  views,  and  many 
;  pledges  to  observe,  and  these 

1  wtiich  can  only  be  fought  out 
electors  of  Australia. 

CHELOR. — We  make  no  complaint 
the  right  honorable  gentleman's 

ID. — I  am  sure  the  honorable 
makes  no  complaint ;  he  has  now 
his  philosophy.  What  I  desire 
that  these  are  matters  which 
fought  out  here,  and  which  must 
Dut  before  the  electors  of  Austra- 
ntioned  them  only  as  points  in 
with  which  honorable  members 
I  the  right  of  the  Speaker  differ 
as  they  believe,  from  hcmorable 
itting  opposite. 

UME  Cook. — Is  the  right  hcm- 
:Ieman  coming  to  his  policy  now? 
ID. — I  desire  to  deal  now  with 
s  imflammable  subject.  I  propose 

the  present  state  of  public  busi- 
to  what  the  Government  propose 

reference  to  it. 
ME  Cook. — At  last ! 
ID. — I  hope  the  honorable  mem- 
t  suffered  too  much  from  what  I 

ME  Cook. — I  thought  the  right 
gentleman  was  never  coming  to  his 
Lt  is  all. 


Mr.  RE  ID.— When  I  have  had  the  ex- 
perience of  the  honorable  member,  I  shall 
endeavour  to  form  a  correct  model  of  Min- 
isterial statement .  I  am  now  coming  to 
the  practical  question  with  reference  to  the 
business  of  the  present  session.  In  the 
first  place,  I  am  afraid  that  we  are  all 
too  painfully  aware  that  this  session  has 
already  lasted  more  than  six  months.  That 
is  a  cold  fact  which  no  human  being  can 
possibly  dispute. 

Mr.  Page. — That  is  the  right  honorable 
gentleman's  fault. 

Mr.  REID.— Of  course.  We  met  on  the 
2nd  March,  and  as  this  is  the  7th  of  Sep- 
tember;  the  House  has  consequently  been 
in  session  for  six  months.  I  do  not  men- 
tion that  as  a  reason  for  not  doing  a  great 
deal  of  useful  work ;  but  only  to  remind 
honorable  members,  and  the  country,  that 
we  begin  the  practical  administration  of  pub- 
lic affairs  in  a  session  that  has  already 
lasted  six  months. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — That  is  because  of 
what  the  "  wreckers "  in  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman's  party  helped  to  bring 
about. 

Mr.  REID. — Every  trace  of  wreckage 
has  now  disappeared  from  the  serene  face 
of  a  smiling  ocean. 

Mr.  McDonald. — Does  not  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  wish  it  had? 

Mr.  REID. — Even  the  cries  of  anguish 
have  ceased. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook, — And  the  whining  has 
begun. 

Mr.  REID. — As  I  have  now  to  deal  with 
less  controversial  subjects,  I  hope  I  shall 
be  allowed  to  make  a  very  simple  statement 
as  to  the  course  the  Government  intend 
to  pursue  in  order  to  take  as  full  advantage 
as  they  can  of  the  remaining  opportunities 
of  this  session.  Before  I  address  myself 
to  those  subjects,  there  is  one  question  upon 
which  I  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two.  The 
position  which  was  taken  up  by  the  first 
Government  that  met  this  Parliament,  and 
also  by  the  late  Government,  with  reference 
to  the  very  great  and  important  question 
of  preferential  trade  is  one  which  the  pre- 
sent Government  propose  to  take  up,  I 
see  from  honorable  members'  smiles  that 
we  are  now  getting  into  good  hu- 
mour. It  is  only  taken  up  by  the  present 
Government  because  it  happens  to  have 
been  a  sensible  policy,  and  it  happens  to 
have  been  the  policy  which  was  submitted 
by  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Ballarat,  as  Prime  Minister,  to  the  electors 
of  Australia,  and  approved  by  them. 
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Sir  William  Lyme. — And  opposed  as 
strongly  as  it  could  be  by  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman. 

Mr.  REID.— Exactly. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.— «  Yes-No." 

Mr.  REID. — When  will  this  soreness 
cease  ?  I  wish  to  say  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat,  as  Prime  Minister, 
announced  the  policy  of  waiting 
until  a  definite  proposal  was  made  by  the 
Imperial  Government  to  the  Government  of 
Australia.  The  late  Government  announced, 
very  strongly,  the  policy  of  waiting  until  a 
definite  proposal  from  the  Imperial  Govern, 
ment  was  made.  I  hope  that  the  cause 
of  the  bitterest  quarrel  of  my  opponents 
will  not  be  that  I  have  imitated  the  wisdom 
of  some  of  their  proposals.  I  adopt  that 
attitude,  and  my  colleagues  adopt  the  same 
attitude.  I  wish  further  to  show  what  a 
sensible  attitude  it  is.  The  British  Go- 
vernment at  the  present  time,  and  more 
than  once,  has  officially  declared  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  that  the  Imperial 
Government  is  al»(^utely  opposed  on 
grounds  having  reference  to  the  interests  of 
the  British  people  to  the  establishment  of 
a  system  of  preference  within  the  Empire  or 
to  the  taxation  of  the  food  of  the  British 
people.  That  is  not  an  announcement 
made  by  me.  That  is  an  announcement 
made  by  the  Imperial  Government. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^That  has  taken  all 
the  laugh  out  of  honorable  members  oppo- 
site. 

Mr.  REID. — The  announcement  is  one 
made  by  the  Imperial  Government,  and 
whilst  a  great  subject  like  this  may  occasion- 
ally be  snatched  at  to  serve  the  little  pur- 
poses of  strategy  

Honorable  Members. — Hear,  Hear  ! 

Mr.  REID. — There  can  be  no  sort  of 
doubt  that  until  the  Gowrnment  of  Great 
Britain  are  prepared  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion of  opening  up  negotiations;  until  the 
British  Government  have  changed  their  at- 
titude of  absolute  refusal  to  do  so,  no  sen- 
sible person  outside  of  this  House  would 
alter  the  attitude  adopted  b^  the  two  pre- 
ceding Govenunents.  I  wish  to  say  that 
personally  I  have  never  cwicealed  my  opin- 
ion t'hat  from  the  British  point  of  view — 
and  I  speak  entirely  from  the  British 
point  of  view — the  Imperial  Government 
are  pursuing  a  course  which  may 
turn  out,  from  that  point  of  view, 
to  be  an  absolutely  just  and  states- 
manlike policy.  That  is  a  matter 
they  have  to  decide.    But  so  far  as  this 


Government  is  concerned,  whenever  ' 
British  Government  are  prepared  to  ; 
proach  us  with  any  proposal  asking  ui 
consider  this  matter  in  any  shape  or  fci 
they  will  not  be  met  with  a  refusal.  ' 
shall  be  prepared  to  take  this  matter  up. 
the  British  Government  wish  us  to  do 
and  to  take  it  up  in  a  perfectly  fair  : 
honest  spirit  That  is  all  that  could 
expected  at  the  present  time  from  any  4 
vernment  of  the  Commcmwealth,  whate 
Government  it  might  be. 

Mr.  Maugbb. — ^The  New  Zealand  ■ 
vernment  did  not  wait  for  the  British  * 
vernment  to  take  action. 

Mr.  REID. — I  wish  now  to  say  a  « 
or  two  on  another  subject,  and  the  nxire 
pleased  my  honorable  friends  opposite  i 
themselves  to  be,  the  better  satisfied  aa 
I  have  my  barcxneter,  and  it  is  alwa\-i 
the  other  side.  I  wish  now  to  deal  i 
the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  w" 
has  been  so  long  before  this  Chamber. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — Before  the  right  hxm 
gentleman  passes  from  the  question  vf 
ferential  trade,  I  should  like  to  k 
whether  he  means  to  say  that  he  will 
take  up  the  question  unless  he  recei\t 
request  from  the  British  Govenmieni  ? 

Mr.  REID. — I  mean  to  say  that 
matter  I  take  up  precisely  the  same  posi 
as  that  taken  up  by  the  two  previous 
%-ernments.  that  is  all. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Does  that  mean 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  will  in-": 
certain  duties  to  foreigners  ? 

Mr.  REID.— Since  the  bonbrable 
learned  member  for  Indi  so  loyally  ' 
ported  both  the  previous  Governments.  I 
sure  that  the  honorable  and  learned  ,.:e: 
man's  high  sense  of  political  rectitud<' 
incline  him  to  take  the  same  attitude  " 
a  national  question,  even  though  it  sic 
be  submitted  by  a  Government  ccHist.: 
as  is  the  present  Administration.  M* 
ask  my  honorable  and  learned  fri'T.i 
question — ^has  the  arrangonent  come  (.>r  I 

Mr.  Mauger. — It  has;  on  a  s'^unJ  | 
tecticxiist  basis,  toa 

Mr.  Isaacs. — That  is  a  very  am 
question  for  the  right  honorable  gentl-r 

Mr.  REID.— Has  my  friend  the  h- 
able  and  learned  member  for  West 
come  round  to  a  sound  protectionist  1 1 
Have  we  forgotten  that  startling  ir.iri-- 
from  the  calm,  philosophic  repose  '  I 
distinjjuished  friend,  the  late  Posimii 
General,  to  the  mad  enthusiasm  »1 
piompted  him  to  rush  after  the  h<~ii  :: 
members  for  Parramtta  and  Dalle 
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immediate    free-trade  crusade? 
V  will  take  the  honorable  mem- 
elbourne  Ports  with  them  as  a 
of  good  faith.      To  return  to 
tement  of  public  business,  which 
avouring  to  make,  as  honorable 
:now,  there  is  a  motion  before 
:  to   recommit  the  Conciliation 
'ation  Bill,  for  the  purpose  of 
number  of  amendments.  That 
i  moved  by  the  late  Prime  Min- 
)ne  of  the  clauses  to  which  it  re- 
truck  out  on  a  vote  of  the  House, 
e  question  as  it  now  stands,  the 
It  propose  to  invite  the  House 
to   Committee   to  consider  the 
ts  which  have   been  suggested. 
I  at  present  know,  of  the  twenty 
mendraents  suggested  by  the  late 
It  least  seventeen  or  eighteen  will 
■d,  and  adopted  by  the  present 
Many  of  those  amendments,  I 
)lain,  are  merely  formal  or  conse- 
I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  thought 
5  are  a  large    number   of  vital 
ta,  because  there  are  not.  The 
jority    of  the  amendments  are 
tters  about  which  there  will  be 
ity ;  but  when  we  come  to  deal 
measure,  I  shall    indicate  pre- 
■  position  which  the  Government 
up  in  regard  (o  them. 
ipENCE. — -The    Government  will 
he  railway  men  then  ? 
)BiNSON. — Which  way  would  the 
member  for  Bourke  vote  on  that 

UME  Cook. — For  them,  as  I  did 

EID.— We  propose  to  endeavour 
le  Bill  as  it  stands,  with  most  of 
dments  suggested  by  the  late  Ad- 
on. 

*GE. — Including  clause  48  ? 
EID. — I  hope  that  honorable  mem- 
not  ask  me  at  this  stage  to  deal 
ils. 

ATCHELOB. — Clause  48  is  a  big 
The  late  Government  went  out  on 
sc. 

EID. — We  are  anxious  to  send  the 
ion  and  Arbitration  Bill  to  the 
s  soon  as  possible,  in  order  to  give 
ne  useful  and  important  work  to 
with,  and  we  must  all  regret  that 
'hitherto  been  unable  to  send  im- 
neasures  to  that  body,  so  that  they 
happily  not  had  very  much  to  do. 
nent  that  that  Bill  is  despatched  to 
ite,  we  shall  deal  with  a  matter  of 


very  great  importance,  which  has  been  de- 
layed, not  through  any.  fault  of  Ministers, 
but  because  of  the  reclassification  of  the 
Public  Service.      As  the  late  Treasurer 
knows,  that  work  has  caused  an  immense 
amount  of  difficulty  to  the  Treasury  in  the 
preparation  of  the  Estimates ;  but  the  mo- 
ment that  the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration 
Bill  has  been  sent  to  the  other  Chamber,  we 
shall  be  in  a  position    to  introduce  the 
Budget  and  the  Estimates.   In  the  ordinary 
course  of  events,  the  Financial  Statement 
should  have  been  made  somewhere  towards 
the  end  of  July,  which  is  the  first  month 
of  the  financial  year;  but,  unfortunately,  it 
cannot  be  made  until  probably  somewhere 
near  the  end  of  this  month.    I  hope  that  it 
will  not  be  made  so  late  as  that,  but,  at 
any  rate,  we  sihall  be  able  to  make  provi- 
sion for  the  annual  services  of  the  Com- 
monwealth directly  the  Conciliation  and 
Arbitration  Bill  has  been  despatched  to  the 
Senate.    A  Bill  for  the  creation  of  the  posi- 
tion of  High  Commissioner  is  on  the  notice- 
paper,  and  I  believe  that  the  late  Govern- 
ment proposed  to  deal  with  it  during  the 
present  session.    In  our  view,  however,  it 
is  utterly  impossible  to  establish  the  posi- 
tion of  High  Commissioner  until  the  various 
States  have  been  consulted,  in  order  that 
an  opportunity  may  be  given  to  make  these 
changes  as  productive  of  economy  and  co- 
operation as  is  possible.      We,  therefore, 
do  not    propose   to   proceed    with  that 
Bill    until    we    have    had    an  oppor- 
tunity in  the  recess,  with  the  assistance 
and  co-operation  of  the  Governments  of  the 
States,  to  work  out  some  harmonious  system 
which  will  be  mutually  beneficial,  and  eco- 
nomical.   Then  there  is  the  question  which 
is  so  dear  to  the  heart,  not  only  of  mv  right 
honorable   and   distinguished   friend,  the 
member  for  Swan,  but  of  some  honorable 
members  opposite — the  survey  of  the  pro- 
posed Transcontinental  Railway.    We  in- 
tend to  pass  a  Bill  providing  for  that  survey 
this  session. 

Mr.  Crouch. — What  about  the  honorable 
member  for  Gippsland  ? 

Mr.  REID. — I  am  happy  to  say  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Gippsland  is  per- 
fectly agreeable  to  the  survey  being  made. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — The  right  honorable 
member  will  have  a  harder  job  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Moira. 

Mr.  REID. — ^As  I  have  been  associated 
with  the  work  of  Federation  from  the  mo- 
ment it  took  any  practical  shape,  I  wish 
to  say  most  earnestly  that,  although  there 
is  no  written  contract  in  the  Constitution 
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in  reference  to  the  Transomtinental  Rail- 
way, there  was  a  state  of  feeling,  an  under- 
standing amongst  the  Premiers  of  Austra- 
lia, which  would  make  the  refusal  to  con- 
duct a  survey  to  ascertain  whether  the  pro- 
ject is  reasonably  practical,  something  like 
a  shameless  breach  of  an  undertaking. 
That  is  my  deliberate  opinion.  I  feel  very 
strongly  about  this  matter,  because  I  have 
been  a  member  of  all  the  conferences  of 
Premiers  which  have  been  held  from  first 
to  last,  and  I  have  heard  every  word  that 
has  been  spoken  between  the  Ministers.  If 
the  House  were  to  refuse  the  reasom^le  re- 
quest for  a  proper  survey,  so  as  to  have  the 
proposal  thoroughly  tested  in  a  practical 
way,  it  would  b&  treating  the  great  State 
of  Western  Australia  in  a  manner  which, 
I  should  think,  was  to  be  greatly  regretted 

Mr.  HiGGiNs. — Was  this  a  secret  caucus 
of  Premiers? 

Mr.  REID.— No,  but  we  did  not  admit 
the  bonwable  member  to  the  Premiers' 
Conferences.  That  time  will  come  by-and- 
by. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — ^The  right  honorable 
member  takes  great  dbjectitai  to  caucuses 
being  secret. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — But  evidently  no 
greater  objection  than  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  takes. 

Mr.  REID. — All  our  deliberations  in  the 
Conferences  of  Premiers  were  reduced  to 
black  and  white,  and  published  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  people  of  Australia. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — ^Where  does  the  under- 
standing of  which  the  right  honorable 
member  has  spoken  appear? 

Mr.  REID. — If  my  honorable  friends 
opposite  would  only  issue  a  weekly  gazette 
containing  a  report  of  their  conferences  in 
the  vaults,  we  should  all  be  greatly  edified 
and  instructed  thereby.  The  late  Attorney- 
General,  I  am  sure,  had  a  more  painful 
struggle  in  his  mind  over  the  question  of 
these  labour  caucuses  than  any  other  public 
man  in  Australia  has  had 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — The  right  honorable 
gentleman  is  quite  wrong. 

Mr.  REID.— The  honorable  and  learned 
member  was  like  a  fish  which  was  half  in 
and  half  out  of  the  water.  I  hope  that, 
now  that  he  considers  our  friends  opposite 
as  engaged  in  a  holy  mission,  he  will  avail 
himself  of  the  opportunity  to  go  with  them. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — ^Who  used  the  words 
'*  holy  mission  ' '  ? 

Mr.  REID. — I  am,  of  course,  in  the 
hands  of  the  newspapers.  I  dared  not  ap- 
pear at    a    meeting    which    was  being 


addressed  by  my  honorable  and  lean 
friend.  I  am  speaking  from  the  newsp:; 
reports. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — Then  the  right  hon 
able  member  is  wrong. 

Mr.  REID.~I  accept  the  honoralle : 
teamed  member's  withdrawal. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — I  do  not  withdraw 
statement,  because  I  never  made  it.  : 
the  right  hcHiorable  menlber  knows  that  t 
is  so. 

Mr.  REID.— How  could  I  know  i: « 
I  had  received  the  honcvable  and  lear 
membo^s  assurance?  There  is  anal 
matter  whidk  I  think  honcvable  nieal 
must  feel  to  t}e  in  a  most  unsalisfjct 
state,  and  that  is  the  electoral  businesi 
the  Commonwealth.  There  is  not  a  i 
in  the  Chamber  who  will  say  that  the  i 
of  our  Electoral  Department  is  satisfad 
The  Minister  of  Home  Affairs,  hove^-e 
using  his  utmost  energy  to  bring  ;d 
an  improved  state  of  affairs,  but  that 
probably  need  some  slight  amendiDi^d 
the  existing  law. 

Mr.  Page. — They  have  all  been  tr 
to  bring  about  an  improved  state  of  aff 
but  the  result  has  been  a  worse  chatB  I 
ever  before. 

Mr.  'REID.— Well,  we  must  trr 
best.  I  am  sure  that  my  honorable  itn 
will  give  the  Minister  credit  for  bcin 
good  business  man.      He   will  do 
utm(»t  to  rescue  that  most  imponant 
partment  from  the  chaos  in  which  it 
exists.     Then  there  is  the  Xavigatitxi ) 
Long  ago  I  expressed  the  opinion  that 
Bill  should  be  referred  to  a  Rcnol  C 
mission.      At  the  time  the  proposal 
to  refer  it  to  a  Committee;  but  t!.e  , 
Government  very  wisely  appointed  a  ■ 
Commission  instead,  arid  we  are  thorod 
in  favour  of  that  Commission  prc»^ 
with  its  labours.     The  Minister  of  B| 
Affairs,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Oifl 
si(»i,  will  rmain  on  it,  and  will  gif< 
best  services  to  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — And  the  Mi< 
of  Trade  and  Customs  as  well? 

Mr.  REID.— I  am  afraid  that  it 
be  impossible  for  two  Ministers  t  » 
attention  to  the  work  of  the  Commii 
because  it  is  a  very  big  piece  of  bus 
The  Government  propose  to  proceed 
the  Papua  Bill,  which  is  now  befvw 
House,  and,  if  possible,  to  deal 
two  measures  concerning  Trade  M 
one  of  which  has  been  sent  by  the  S 
to  us,  while  the  other  is  now  ban. 
sidered  by  thai  bod^.     With  regJi 
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important  measure  which  was 
t  before  the  change  of  Govem- 
rred — I  refer  to  the  measure 
or  the  Seat  of  Government — the 
ave  lost  no  time  in  communi- 
1  the  Government  of  New  South 
he  matter,  and  we  intend  to  do 

have  it  finally  dealt  with.  I  be- 
no  objection  will  be  raised  to 

which  has  been  made  by  this 
Some  people  in  New  South 
spoken  very  strongly  about 
hosen,  as  well  as  about  other 
I  think  I  may  say  that  the  Go- 
)f  New  South  Wales  will  fairly 
choice  which  has  been  made  by 
iraent. 

ANTES. — Are  they  going  to  ask 
Parliament  to  consider  the  mat- 

;ID. — It  is,  of  course,  a  matter 
T  only  the  State  Parliament  can 
le  Government  of  the  State  can- 
with  it  without  legislation.  I 
,  however,  from  what  I  see,  and 
t  I  know,  that  there  may  be  a 
g  objection  to  the  ceding  of  the^ 
I  it  is  proposed  to  take;  but  the 
5f  Home  Affairs,  in  whose  De- 
the  matter  more  immediately  is, 
rill  do  our  very  best  to  carry 
ishes  of  this  Parliament,  both  as 
id'  as  to  the  very  important  mat- 
.  by  the  honorable  and  learned 
or  Indi,  as  to  access  to  the  sea. 
TV  sanguine  that  some  satis- 
irrangement  will  be  arrived  at. 
ish  to  speak  with  reference  to  the 
ures  Encouragement  Bill  which  is 
business -paper.  That  is  a  mea- 
ourse,  upon  which  members  of  the 
:nt  hold  different  opinions.  Scmie 
e  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  whilst 
•e  opposed  to  it,  and  we  have 
I  make  it  an  open  question  in  the 

:ABLE  Members. — Oh,  oh  I 
E ID. — I  am  rather  amused  at 
able  friends.  If  the  question  was 
pen  one  in  the  late  Cabinet,  why 
the  Government  take  up  the  Bill 
n  with  it?  My  honorable  friends 
tyros  in  regard  to  the  application 
ules  for  the  conduct  of  Govern- 

/atson.  —  We  must  be  tyros  in 
>n  with  the  right  honorable  gentle- 

lETD.  —  My  honorable  friends 
■e  been  tyros  if  they  handed  over 


a  measure  of  that  kind  to  a  private  indivi- 
dual, whilst  as  members  of  a  Government 
they  were  united  in  their  determination  to 
support  it. 

Mr.  Watson. — We  have  not  been  mak- 
ing professions  about  responsible  Govern- 
ment such  as  have  emanated  from  the 
right  honorable  gentleman. 

Mr.  REID. — I  would  ask  my  hqnorable 
friend  whether  his  Government  decided  to 
vote  for  the  Bill?  I  have  read  a  certain 
solemn  stat€ment7  under  the  hand  of  a 
Royal  Commission,  signed  by  the  late  Prime 
Minister.  There  were  two  reports,  one 
signed  by  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Adelaide,  whose  illness  we  all  so  deeply 
regret,  and  the  other  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bland.  The  members  of  the  Royal 
Commission  upon  the  Manufactures  En- 
couragement Bill  were  equally  divided. 
The  same  number  of  members  were  on  op- 
posite sides  upon  the  important  matter 
which  I  propose  to  mention.  The  Chair- 
man, the  right  honorable  member  for  Ade- 
laide, by  his  casting  vote,  oonverted  his  sup- 
porters into  a  majority.  He  voted  in  order 
to  make  the  number  on  one  side 
six,  and  his  casting  vote  converted 
that  six  into  the  majority  who  signed 
the  majority  report,  whilst  the  other 
six  members  of  the  Conunission,  led  by  the 
late  Prime  Minister,  brought  up  a  minority 
report. 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  minority  report  was 
unanimous,  whilst  the  majority  report  was 
not. 

Mr.  REID.— The  late  Prime  Minister 
deliberately  reported,  as  a  Royal  Commis- 
sioner, after  hearing  evidence  on  oath,  that 
no  duty  and  no  bonus  was  required. 

Mr.  McCav. — But  for  his  action,  the 
Bill  would  have  been  law  now. 

Mr.  REID. — If  the  honorable  member 
had  voted  with  the  other  six,  his  action 
as  the  leader  of  the  Labour  Party,  would 
have  had  very  great  significance.  How- 
ever, he  and  that  other  smiling  genius,  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  West 
Sydney,  joined  other  members  of  the  Com- 
mission in  presenting  a  minority  report  to 
the  effect  that  no  bonus  was  required.  Now, 
would  those  honorable  members,  when  they 
got  into  office,  swallow  their  principles,  and 
pass  through  a  Bill  involving  a  charge  of 
^^250,000  upon  the  people  of  Australia 
which  they,  as  Royal  Commissioners,  stated 
should  not  be  imposed  ?  That  would  be  a 
wonderful  position  for  them,  as  Royal 
Commissioners,  to  place  themselves  in,  and 
I  am  sure  they  would  not  be  guilty  of 
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any  such  thing.  What  was  the  result? 
The  question  was  left  an  open  we  for  the 
Cabinet. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Has  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  taken  <^ce  with  the  object  of 
restoring  responsible  Government — that  is 
the  question. 

Mr.  RE  ID.— Certainly.  But  I  never 
knew  of  any  rule  without  an  occasional 
CKeption.  What  amuses  me  is  that  when 
I  take  a  practical  common- sense  view 
of  matters,  honorable  gentlemen  want 
to  put  me  upon  a  pedestal,  even  higher 
than  that  which  they  occupy.  My  weight 
would  not  stand  the  elevation.  Since  the 
members  of  the  Cabinet  differed  honestly 
in  opinion  upon  the  principle  of  the  Bill, 
there  was  one  of  two  courses  for  them  to 
take.  Either  some  of  the  members  of  the 
Cabinet  would  have  to  forego  their  prin- 
ciples in  order  to  allow  the  Government  to 
adopt  a  Bill  to  which  some  of  their  num- 
ber were  conscientiously  opposed,  or_  Min- 
isters could  deal  with  the  matter  in  the 
manner  we  are  doing^  which  happens  also 
to  be  the  method  followed  by  the  most 
pure-minded,  fearless,  and  independent 
Government  that  ever  lived  for  three  or 
four  months. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — Will  the  Manufacture.s 
Encouragement  Bill  be  made  a  Govern- 
ment measure? 

Mr.  REID.— No.  What  I  wish  to  say 
CXI  behalf  of  the  Govemmrat  is  that  time  is 
too  valuable  to  waste  over  any  subject  that 
is  not  a  practical  issu&  If  there  is  any 
prospect  of  a  practical  issue  in  connexion 
with  the  Bill,  the  Government  will  give 
honorable  members  every  reasonable  oppor- 
tunity for  dealing  with  it  this  session, 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Will  the  Go- 
vernment afford  honorable  members  an  op- 
portunity to  vote  upon  my  motion  this  ses- 
sion? 

Mr.  REID. — Ctirtainly.  It  is  only  fair 
to  the  honorable  member  for  Eden-Monaro 

to  say  that  his  motion  has  been  on  the 
notice-paper  for  some  time,  and  that,  if 
the  views  of  honorable  members  rnn  he 
ascertained  in  some  such  short  way,  aS  by 
a  discussion  upon  his  motion,  an  oppor- 
tunity for  its  consideration  might  be 
afforded. 

Mr.  Maucer. — ^Why  should  we  waste 
time  in  dealing  with  a  motion,  instead  of 

discussing  the  Bill  straight  out? 

Mr.  REfD.— All  I  can  say  is  that,  if 
there  is  any  reasonable  prospect  of  the  Bill 
being  dealt  with  practically  and  effectually, 


we  shall  afford  htmorable  members  an 
portunity  to  dispose  of  it  this  session, 
have   referred  to  the  only  matters 
which  the  Government  can  reasonable 
pect  the  House  to  deal  during  the 
short    time    that    is    left    this  ses 
Personally,  I  wish  honorable  meralitr 
understand  that  the  Government  are 
fectly  willing  to   give    anv  amount 
time,  no  matter  how  long  the  session 
be,  to  any  matter  of  urgency  that  we 
have  a  reasonable  chance  of  passing.  ' 
is  a  matter  for  the  convenience  of  \x3im 
members.    There  is  a  use  to  which  I 
to  put  the  recess,  which  I  thiidi  will  i 
mend  itself  to  the  views  of  honorabU  n 
bers  generally.     In  the  first  place  1 
pose,  and  the  Government  .join  a-rd 
with  me.  to  make  e\-ery  possible  efoi 
establish  cordial  and  friendly  relatiuru 
tween  the  different  Governments  of  the 
tralian   States  and  the   central  G/ 
ment. 

Mr.  Bamford. — Is  that  the  reasr* 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  prop;«a 
dump  Chinese  into  Queensland  ?  i 

Mr.  REID. — Surely  my  htxiorabk  ti 
will  permit  me  without  interruption  to  j 
a  statement  with  regard  to  a  matter  of  \ 
importance.  If  my  honorable  friends 
any  questions  to  ask.  I  assure  them  il 
shall  be  regularly  in  attendance  her 
deal  with  the  daily  business  of  the  Hi 
What  I  wish  to  do,  if  they  will  ai:'-'.> 
is  to  makei  this  statement  as  briefly  ^t.>\ 
cisely  as  I  can.  I  regard  it  as  a  mat*i 
the  first  importance — I  do  not  for  a 
ment  suggest  that  other  Governments, 
taken  up  any  other  position,  but  I 
speaking  for  the  only  GoTemmti^i; 
which  I  have  a  right  to  speak~f>4^ 
CcKnmonwealth  Government  to  estal'lit 
lations  of  the  most  cordial  and  frienu!. 
ture  Avith  the  States  Governments. 

Mr.    Page. — Have   the  relations 
otherwise  ? 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Is  there  any 
tion  now? 

Mr.  REID. — I  have  nothing  to    •  i 
what  has  passed.    I  do  not  wish 
refer  to  the  statements  that  have  N'eh  s) 
with  referen<%  to  these  matters  in  ' 
past.     I  have  no  business  with  i!.'- 
in  that  respect.      If  other  Go\ernM 
have  done  their  best — and  I  do  XKit  sa> 
have  not — all  I  say  is  that  I  am  g--  :ij 
imitate  their  good  example,  and  to  ■!  i 
best  with  the  same  end  in  \iew.    Ti;  r-: 
a  number  of  Departments  which  h.iw 
yet  been  taken  over;  but  which  ouf;i'!  * 
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d  by  the  Commonwealth.  It 
ossible  to  properly  assume  con- 
e  Departments  without  the  ful- 
ation  with  the  different  State 
s,  in  order  that  the  change  may 
about  gradually,  and  in  a  spirit 
;ion.  Honorable  members  luiow 
e  number  of  questions  are  still 
itween  the  States  Governments 
-ommonwealth.  Take,  for  in- 
question  of  thei  transferred  pro- 
natter  of  the  utmost  importance, 
ot   yet  settled. 

,IAM  LvNE. — No;  but  a  strong 
been  made  to  settle  it. 
D. — I  am  not  questioning  that, 
ply  stating  that  the  question  has 
1  settled.  The  basis  upon  which 
n  is  to  be  made  has  not  yet  been 
rhat  matter  may  have  to  be  sub- 
legal  determination.  There  is 
lestion  of  the  public  debts,  and 
number  of  subjects  in  which  the 
the  States,  and  of  the  Common- 
identical,  and  upon  which  we 
r  with  the  States  Governments 
recess,  in  order  to  bring  about  a 
?rstanding.  Then  there  are  a 
subjects  upon  which  we  should 
rm  legislation,  such  as  banking, 
copyright,  and  quarantine.  I 
aention  these  and  other  matters 
because  they  do  not  belong  to 
i  of  the  present  session  ;  but  there 
ber  of  highly-important  subjects 
mwealth  legislation,  which  must 
ip  at  the  first  convenient  oppor- 
think  I  hav^  made  a  perfectly 
candid  statement  of  the  course 
isters  intend  to  take  with  refer- 
:  public  business. 
LiAM  Lyne. — Before  the  right 
gentleman  sits  down,  I  wish  to 
question. 

lAKER. — The  honorable  mem- 
now  that  he  cannot  ask  questions 
ge.    He  will  have   an  oppor- 

TSON  (Bland).— After  the  ex- 
peech  of  the  right  honorable 
about  the  length  of  which,  I  am 
of  us  can  complain,  because 
ight  honorable  gentleman  came 
ct,  he  was  commendably  brief,  I 
the  Government  might  very  well 
low  honorable  members  a  little 
jnsideralion. 

►ONALD. — What,  when  the  leader 
position  has  a  majority  of  five 


Mr.  WATSON.— There  is  nothing  like 
being  magnanimous  in  these  matters. 

Mr.  McDonald. — After  the  insults  which 
the  Prime  Minister  has  cast  upon  members 
of  the  Opposition,  he  is  not  entitled  to  any 
consideration. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  would  ask  for  an  ad- 
journment until  to-morrow,  in  order  that 
some  consideration  may  be  given  to  the 
statement  of  the  Prime  Minister,  and  L 
therefore,  move — 

That  the  debate  be  now  adjourned. 

Mr.  McDonald  (Kennedy).— I  am 
rather  amused  at  the  leniency  which  is  being 
shown  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition. 
Under  ordinary  circumstances,  no  doubt,  it 
would  have  been  quite  right  for  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  to  allow  the  Government 
another  day's  grace — I  might,  if  I  chose  to 
follow  the  example  of  the  Prime  Minister, 
also  add  the  words,  "and  allow  them  to 
draw  another  day's  pay."  I  shall  not, 
however,  be  mean  enough  to  make  any  re- 
ference to  such  a  matter.  When  the  Prime 
Minister  talks  about  our  being  mere  puppets, 
I  think  it  is  time  for  us  to  proceed  to  ex- 
tremes. I  do  not  wish  to  act  contrary  to 
the  wishes  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition, 
but  I  feel  very  strongly  upon  this  matter. 
I  think  that  we,  at  least,  have  the  right  to 
expect  courtesy  at  t^le  hands  of  the  light 
honorabl  e  gent  I  eman.  I  feel  very  nmcl  1 
inclined  to  call  for  a  division,  and  to  defeat 
the  Government  on  the  very  first  day  that 
they  have  met  this  House. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass).— I  am  rather 
surprised  that  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion should  move  the  adjournment  of  t^ie 
debate,  because  the  Prime  Minister  has 
said  nothing  new.  He  has  told  us  that  we 
have  been  in  session  for  six  months,  and 
that  we  have  done  little  or  no  business,  and 
yet  it  is  now  proposed  to  waste  still  further 
time.  The  delay  which  has  taken  place  in 
carrying  out  the  work  of  the  House  has 
been  due  to  the  protracted  speeches  which 
have  been  made  when  short  ones  would  have 
sufficed.  I  have  endearaured  to  ex- 
press my  views  on  any  subject  as 
concisely  as  possible.  The  Prime 
Minister,  in  putting  thef  policy  of  the 
Government  before  the  House,  has  not  told 
us  of  anything  that  is  new,  and  those  who 
desire  to  discuss  his  declaration  should  at 
once  do  so,  so  that  the  stigma  cast  on  hon- 
orable members  that  with  us  "  it  is  all  talk 
and  no  business  "  may  be  removed. 

Motion  agreed  to;  debate  adjourned. 
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ADJOURNMENT. 
Motion  (by  Mr.  Reid)  put — 
That  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  House  divided — 
Ayes 

Noes  ...   


Majority 


Brown,  T. 
ChajJinan.  A. 
Conroy,  A.  H.  B. 
Cook,  J. 
Denkin,  A. 
Edwards,  G.  B. 
Edwards,  R. 
Forrest,  Sir  J. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Gibb.  J. 
Harper,  R. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Kellv,  \V.  H. 
Knox.  W. 

Lcc.  n.  W. 

Liddcll,  F. 
Lonsdale,  E. 


Bamford,  F.  W. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Page,  J. 
Storrer,  D. 


32 
7 

25 


AVBS. 


McCay,  J.  W. 
McLean,  A, 
Philtijis,  P. 
Quick,  Sir  J. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Itobinson.  A. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Skene,  T. 
Smith,  S. 
Thomson,  D. 
Turner,  Sir  G. 
Willis,  H. 
WiUon,  J.  G. 

Tellers  : 
lohnson,  W.  E. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 


Noes. 

Thomson,  D.  A. 

Tellers: 
McDonald,  C. 
Spencc,  W,  G. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
House  adjourned  at  4.10  p.m. 


Senate. 

Thursday,  8  September,  2004. 


The  President  took  the  chair  at  2.30 
p.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

PAPERS. 

MINISTERS  laid  upon  the  table  the 
following  papers:  — 

Additions  to  financial  and  allowance  regula- 
tions for  the  Military  Forces. 

Rules  of  the  High  Court,  Nos.  49  and  50,  of 
1904. 

ARTILLERY  AND  WARLIKE 
STORKS. 

Senator  MATHESON  asked  the  Attor- 
ney-General, ufon  notice — 

I.  Has  any  valuation  been  made  of  the  Artil- 
lery and  Warlike  Slores  taken  over  by  the  Com- 
monwealth from  the  States  in  igoi. 


2.  If  so,  what  vatuatioD  b 

(1)  Oa  the  obsolete  V 
in  the  forts  at  So 

(2)  On  the  obsolete  r: 
being  converted  ii 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAI 
valuation  has  yet  been  n 

PRIVATE  BU 

The  PRESIDENT.- 
out  that  a  debate  on  the 
vernnient  is  as  a  rule  1 
business  is  called  on. 
tors  will  now  rearra; 
thev  have  on  the  notice-; 
able  the  first  order  of  I 
head  of  Government  bu 
that  will  meet  the  case 
acting,  I  think,  in  accorc 

SELECT  COMMITT] 
MOXOPC 

Motion  (by  Senator  P; 

That  the  Select  Com 
Monopoly  liave  leave  to  < 
bringing  up  the  report  to  tbi: 

PARLIAMENTARY 
BILL. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NE 
Wales). — Do  I  understa 
marks,  sir,  that  private  i 
be  taken  to-day,  in  act 
Standing  Orders? 

The  PRESIDENT.- 
was  that  I  believed  it  w 
unanimous  wish  of  the  '. 
the  debate  on  the  polit 
ment,  and  that  therefoi 
tors  who  have  charge  o 
and  are  strictly  entitled 
ing  Orders  to  bring  it  < 
meet  the  position  by  po! 
ness. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NE 
I  should  never  dream  0 
business  standing  in  m) 
terfere  with  the  pleasur 
of  the  majority  of  m 
At  the  same  time,  sir,  s 
if  I  make  a  remark  on 

The  iPRESIDENT.- 
not  be  strictly  in  order, 
able  senator  likes  to  ma 
he  can  proceed. 

Senator  Lt.-CoI.  NEI 
leader  of  the  Senate  la 
with  private  business,  so 
free  for  public  business 
tion  met  with  no  responst 
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t  I  cannot  go  on  with  the 
ng  of  the  Parliamentary  Evi- 
which  I  deem  to  be  of  the 
:  highest  importance. 
.ESIDENT.— The  honorable 
it  not  to  discuss  the  Bill  now, 
I  move  the  postponment  of  the 
:  day,  or  allow  it  to  stand  on 
aper. 

.t.-Coi.  NEILD.— If  it  is  not 

For    me   to   proceed   with  the 

ng  of  the  Bill  to-day,  I  move — 

of  the  Day  No.  2,  private  business, 
to  the  next  day  on  which  Orders, 
:ss,  have  precedence. 

resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

COMMITTEE:  CASE  OF 
ENATOR  NEILD. 

y  Senator  Higgs)  proposed — 

alelect  Committee  on  the  case  of 
I  have  leave  to  extend  the  time  for 
de  report  to  this  day  four  weeks. 

Lt.-Col.  NEILD  (New  South 
submit,  sir,  that  the  motion  can- 
ved  at  this  stage,  when  we  are 
;  with  the  postponement  of  busi- 
ordance  with  your  suggestion. 
SSIDENT.— The  order  of  the 
:n  called  on,  and  the  report  of 
Committee  can  be  brought  up. 
t  is  not  ready,  a  member  of  the 
nittee  can  move  for  further  time 
bring  it  up. 

rliGGs. — It  ought  to  have  been 
to-day,  but  it  is  not  ready. 
Lt.-Col.   NEILD. — I  suppose, 
s  open  to  me  to  move  an  amend- 

ESIDENT.—I  see  no  objec- 

Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— The  amend- 
re  to  move  is — 

roceedings  of  the  Select  Committee 
1  until  it  is  in  a  position  to  take 
lath. 

of  the  amendment,  I  desire  to 
,  while  one  Select  Conunittee  of 
las  been  taking  evidence  on  oath, 
ect  Committee  has  been  taking 
atements  without  any  oath,  or 
nents  without  any  oath. 
Peahce. — I  rise  to  order.  I 
the  honorable  senator  is  reflect- 
Select  Committee  of  tiie  Senate 
lat  it  has  been  taking  rambling 
vithout  any  oath. 
Lt.-Col.  Neild. — I  corrected 
was  cxily  a  lapsus  lingua. 


Senator  Pearce. — I  also  desire  to  ask 
whether,  under  cover  of  this  amendment, 
the  honorable  senator  is  in  order  in  discus- 
sing the  credibility  of  evidence  given  be- 
fore the  Select  Committee. 

The  PRESIDENT.  —  Standing  order 
70  says  that — 

After  the  formril  motions  and  orders  have  been 
disposed  of,  and  before  the  business  of  the  day 
is  proceeded  with,  any  senator  may  move,  with- 
out notice,  that  any  notice  of  motion  standing 
in  his  name,  or  order  of  the  day  of  which  he  is 
in  charge  on  the  paper  for  that  day,  shall  be  a 
notice  of  motion,  or  order  of  the  day,  for  some 
subsequent  day.  No  amendment  or  debate  shall 
be  allowed  on  any  such  motion,  but  the  Senate 
may  proceed  to  division  thereon  as  in  other 
cases. 

In  this  case,  the  order  of  the  day  has  been 
called  on,  and  a  member  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee has  moved  that  it  have  one  month's 
further  time  in  which  to  bring  up  the  rejwrt. 
I  do  not  think  that  any  amendment  to  that 
motion  can  be  moved. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  Gould. — May  I  be  per- 
mitted to  point  out  to  you,  sir,  that  the  mo- 
tion is  not  simply  that  the  order  of  the  day 
be  postponed  to  a  particular  day,  but  that 
the  Select  Committee  have  leave  to  bring 
up  its  report  at  a  later  date?  I  submit 
that  the  motion  does  not  come  within  the 
standing  order,  and  that  if  the  motion  is 
in  order,  the  amendment  must  also  be  in 
order. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  think  that  the 
honorable  and  learned  senator  is  right. 

.  Senator  HIGGS  (Queensland).— I  pro- 
pose to  put  myself  in  order,  by  moving — 

That  Order  of  the  Day,  No.  4,  private  business, 
be  an  Order  of  the  Day  for  this  day  four  weeks. 

The  PRESIDENT.— But  the  honorable 
senator  has  already  moved  a  motion,  which 
I  have  put  to  the  Senate. 

Senator  HIGGS.— I  ask  leave  to  with- 
draw that  motion. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  Neild. — May  I.  sir, 
move  the  postponement  of  the  order  of  the 
day  for  one  week  ? 

Senator  Higgs. — The  honorable  senator 
knows  that  his  further  evidence  will  take  at 
least  seven  days. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  Neild. — If  it  is  in  order 
I  shall  move — 

That  Order  of  the  Day,  No.  4,  private  business, 
be  an  Order  of  the  Day  for  this  day  week. 

Senator  Pearce. — I  submit,  sir,  that  you 
cannot  accept  that  amendment  from  the 
honorable  senator,  as  he  is  a  witness  before, 
and  not  a  member  of  the  Select  Committe' 
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The  PRESIDENT.— lA  motion  has  been 
moved,  and  the  mover  now  asks  leave  to 
withdraw  it.  The  question  is  that  Senator 
Higgs  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Honorable  Senators. — Hear,  hear. 

Motion,  bv  leave,  withdrawn. 

Senator  '  HIGGS  (Queensland).  —  I 
move — 

That  Order  of  the  Day,  No.  4,  private  business, 
be  an  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  first  Thursday 
CD  which  Orders,  private  business,  have  prece- 
dence. 

We  can  bring  up  the  report  in  a  week  if  it 
is  ready. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales).— 
I  would  suggest  to  Senator  Iliggs  that  it 
would  be  more  in  keeping  with  the  course 
that  has  been  pursued  this  afternoon  if  he 
were  to  move  the  postponement  of  this  order 
of  the  day  until  the  next  sitting  day,  on 
which  such  business  will  take  precedence. 
That  would  prevent  debatable  questions 
from  being  raised  now,  and  would  enable 
the  Senate  to  get  on  with  other  business. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  shall  put  the  mo- 
tion as  moved  by  Senator  Higgs. 

Question  put    The  Senate  divided 

Ayes  ...       ...       ...       ...  20 

Noes   6 


Majority 


Baker,  Sir  R.  C, 
Dawson,  A. 
de  Largie,  H. 
Dobson,  H. 
Drake,  J.  G. 
Findley,  E. 
Guthrie,  R.  S. 
Henderson,  G. 
HifjRS,  W.  G. 
Keating,  J.  H. 
MacfarLine,  }. 


Gray.  J.  P. 
MiUen,  E.  D. 
Neild,  J.  C. 
Pulsford,  E. 


14 


Ayes. 


Matheson,  A.  P. 
McGregor,  G. 
O'Keefe,  D.  J. 
Pearce,  G.  F. 
Smith,  M.  S.  C. 
Styles,  J. 
Svmon,  Sir  J.  H. 
T'urley,  H. 

Teller: 
Givens,  T. 

Noes. 

Walker,  J.  T. 

Telier  : 
Gould,  A,  J. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 

Debate  resumed  fron  7th  September 
(vide  page  4335)  on  moticn  by  Senator 
Sir  JosiAH  Symon — 

That  the  despatch  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  with  regard  to  the  adoption  of 
the  metric  system  of  weights  and  measures, 
within  the  Empire,  be  printed. 

Senator  McGREGOR  (South  Australia). 
— ^Yesterday  afternoon,  when  I  asked  for 
an  adjournment  of  the  debate  inaugurated 


by  Senator  Symon,  I  had  no  intenS 
put  any  member  of  the  Senate  to  incfl 
ence.    But  I  recognised  that  if  then 
any  proceeding  that  would  call  the 
tion  of  the  Australian  people  to  th| 
nouncement  of  the  Government,  it 
adjournment  of  the  debate.  The 
foreshadowed    by    the  Attomey-G 
possessed  no  feature  to  make  it  d3 
from  the  policy  of  the  preceding  Qi 
ment.      When  we  oaiisider  it  frfl 
point  of  view,  I  ask  honorable 
what  necessity  there  was  for  all  the  tg 
and  delay  that  have  been  caused  b 
transition  from  one  Government  to  ano 
I  cannot  imagine  a  reason  for  ii.  b< 
the  present  Government  have  adcptcl 
very  policy  which  the  leader  of  ihij 
vcrnment  characterized  at  Warrapji, 
he  was  leader  of  the  Opposition,  as  a  "r 
ing  policy."    I  want  to  know  wliethe! 
Attorney -General  concurs  in  thai  si'-'i 
of  his  present, half-leader?    I  call  ri 
because  we  must  all  recognise  that  the 
tleman   who  now   occupies  the  Tfj 
of — well,  I  cannot  find  a  term  for  if.  1 
we  speak  of  sacred  things,  we  are  1" 
with  the  term  "Trinity."     But  what 
represents  the  present  condition  of  iM 
vernment  in  Australia?     Should  i'  n 
described  as  a  "  duality  "  ?     I  am  r.  i 
tain.     We  may  take  it  to  be  a  sort 
Government,   just  as  we  speak  vi 
screws.  We  must  regard  the  leaden  c 
present    Government    as   a  pair, 
of  the  pair  declared  at  Warragul  I'm 
polic}-  of  the  late  Government  was  r.  f 
ing  policy.    But  as  soon  as  he  had  ^ 
portunitv  to  make  a  Ministerial  siatri:i 
the  people  of  Australia,  he  came  :  > 
with  tTie  very  same  policy.   Yet  it  is 
actly   the   same.     The  Government 
knocked  off  two  or  three  legs,  so  'li^i 
policy  cann(^  "crawl"  any  Iwiger. 
also  to  witness  a  disturbance  of  llie  ' 
tions  which  ha^  existed  in  the  Sens't- 
its  yen-  commencement.    EwrybixU  i^i 
tralia  knows,  or  imagines  that  h  -  -i 
knows,  that  when  the  position  of  il": 
President  of  the  Executive  CounH; 
created,  there  was  a  particular  interii 
view.  That  wastogiveapositionioa" 
member  of  the  first  Federal  Mini«f^ 
would  be  in  harmony  with  the  abi"' 
the  earnestness  of  that  gentleman. 
what  do  we  find  to-day,  in  relati'  n  i 
Vice-Presidencv  of  the  Executive  C-i 
If,  formerly,  'l  got  up  to  ask  a  je 
without  notice,  I  put  it  to  the  ^'i''' 
dent  of  the  Executive  Council,  and.  1 
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f  instances,  he  would  probably 
give  notice.  But  to-day  and 
:very  honorable  senator  who  got 
to  hesitate.  They  did  not  know 
>.  They  did  not  know  whether 
:o  address  the  Vice-President  of 
ve  Council  or  fhe  Attorney-Gen- 
'  could  not  address  the  leader 
ite,  because  we  do  not  know  who 

Sir   JosiAH   Symon. — I  think 

McGregor.— Why  did  they 

Sir  JosiAH  Symon. — They  did 
;  They  are  doing  very  well. 
McGregor.— Then,  I  must 
t  my  perception  seems  to  be  get- 
Bcause  I  am  of  opinion  that  hon- 
tors  did  hesitate  when  they  got 

one  in  the  Senate  acknowledges 
ted  ability  and  the  perseverance 
sent  Attorney -General,  when  he 

to  conduct.  Some  of  us  have 
rk  at  cross  purposes  with  him 
.  But  I  could  hardly  keep  from 
isterday  on  account  of  the  very 
1  which  he  referred  to  me.  No 
;  my  temper  may  have  been  when 

0  the  chamber,  with  respect  to 
lad  turned  out  of  office  the  Go- 
f  which  I  was  a  member,  in  a 
loments  I  felt  myself  to  be  all 

The  manner  of  the  Attorney- 
s  so  unlike — I  cannot  say  what 
n  accustomed  to  from  him,  be- 
Dnorable  and  learned  senator  was 
while  I  was  in  office.  Of  course, 
now  how  he  would  have  talked 
e  had  been  present,  as  he  was 
n  connexion  with  the  discussions 
iff.    We  know  how  he  could  fire 

1  eyes  would  flash,  and  how  the 
,vould  rattle  as  he  railed  against 
s  of  almost  every  one  but  him- 
e  days.  But,  it  appears,  we  are 
y  family  now  !  I  hope  it  may 
ue  to  be  so.  But  I  am  a  little 
the  position  which  I  occupied 
te.  I  do  not  like  to  see  the  office 
:sident  of  the  Executive  Council, 
ership  of  a  legislative  body  like 
id  in  the  mud,  as  it  were.  Conse- 
may  be  excused  if  I  feel  a  little 

PuLSFORD. — It  is  very  sad  ! 
McGregor.— It  is  very  sad. 
;  that  Senator  Pulsford  would 
night's  illness  if  his  mind  were 


agitated  in  the  same  manner  as  mine  has 
been  in  respect  to  that  position,  and  the  way 
in  which  it  has  been  treated.  But  then  we 
could  not  expect — at.  least  I  could  not — that 
such  a  high  and  mighty  gentleman  as  the 
present  Attorney -General  would  subordinate 
himself  to  any  individual  in  this  Senate, 
who  might  be  appointed  Vice-President  of 
the  Executive  Council.  I  could  not  imagine 
it.  Then  the  difficulty  arose — how  could 
the  leader  of  the  Government  get  some  one 
who  would  occupy  the  position  of  Vice-Pre- 
sident, when,  as  the  Right  Honorable  George 
Reid  would  say,  it  was  divested  of  every 
feather?  Where  was  he  to  find  a  senator 
who  would  sit  meekly  in  his  place,  holding 
a  title  without  any  of  the  attributes  that 
ought  to  belong  to  it?  I  could  hardly  be- 
lieve that  there  was  a  single  member  of  the 
Senate  who  would  take  the  position  under 
such  conditions.  But  what  do  we  find  ?  I 
hope  there  is  no  honorable  senator  who  will 
think  that  I  would  speak  of  any  individual 
present  with  feelings  of — I  was  going  )o 
say  anger,  but  why  should  I  be  angry  ?  But 
when  we  speak  iFrom  a  political  point 
of  view  there  are  many  things 
that  we  may  say  that  ought  not 
to  disturb  our  personal  friendships. 
I  intend  to  say  those  things  to-day,  and  I 
hope  to  be  excused  for  saying  them. 

Senator  Dawson. — Why  ask  to  be  ex- 
cused ? 

Senator  McGREGOP.— Well,  I  am  not 
particular  whether  I  am  or  am  not  excused. 

Senator  Dobson. — Why  not  leave  per- 
sonalties, and  come  to  policy  ? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  shall  come  lo 
the  policy  of  the  Government,  when  I  can 
find  it.  I  have  been  fishing  round  for  the 
policy  of  the  Government,  but  I  have  not 
found  it  yet.  Senator  Dobson,  when  he  is 
addressing  ladies'  meetings,  has  to  fish 
roundi  a  long  time  to  find  out  what  pub- 
lic opinion  is.  The  honorable  senator  in- 
troduced a  Divorce  Bill,  but  found  that 
public  opinion  was  against  him,  and 
changed  his  tune ;  and  he  ought  to  excuse 
me  if  I  fish  round  for  a  little  while  in  an 
endeavour  to  find  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Senator  Dobson. — Come  to  the  question 
Senator  McGREGOR. — I  hope  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  will  not  hurry 
me.  I  am  in  an  extremely  good  humour 
this  afternoon,  and  I  hope  the  honorable 
and  learned  senator  will  not  destroy  my 
peace  of  mind  by  making  any  of  those 
silly  interjections  for  which  he  is  famous. 
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I  was  referring  to  the  position  which  mem- 
bers of  the  present  Ministry,  as  contrasted 
with  members  of  other  Ministries,  occupy 
in  this  chamber.  Is  there  a  single  indi- 
vidual senator  who  would  stand  up  to-day, 
and  say  that,  under  present  circumstarKes, 
he  would  fill  the  position  of  Vice-Pre- 
sident of  the  Executive  Council?  But  the 
dear,  docile  Drake  ducks  so  that 
the  Symon  swan  may  swim  serenely 
and  supreme  on  the  sea  of  office, 
That  is  something  like  the  way  in  which 
John  Norton  would  put  the  position ;  in- 
deed, I  do  not  know  that  John  Norton  could 
put  it  better,  and,  at  any  rate,  that  is  how 
I  feel.  Are  we  to  imagine  that  the  present 
Attorney-General  could  do  any  other  than 
he  has  done?  The  honorable  and  learned 
senator  is  a  patriot  who  is  prepared  to  sac- 
rifice himself  on  the  altar  of  his  cotmtry's 
good.  When  t^ere  was  nothing  to  be  dcme 
— when  there  was  cmly  a  paltry  allowance 
attached — the  honorable  and  learned  sena- 
tor did  not  trouble  much  about  his  country's 
good.  We  must  always  bear  the  facts  in 
mind,  and  I  want  the  people  and  honorable 
senators  to  know  those  facts,  so  that  they 
may  never  allow  themselves  to  be  put  in  the 
same  awkward  position.  A  month's  leave  of 
absence  was  asked  for  on  the  ground  of  ur- 
gent private  business,  and  a  telegram  was 
sent,  stating  that  a  position  required  to  be 
filled.  Then  this  great  patriot  jumped  at 
the  position,  as  they  say  in  Scotland,  like 
a  cock  at  a  grosset  But  can  honorable 
senators  see  where  the  patriotism  comes  in? 
The  position  of  Vice-President  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council — the  position  of  leader  of 
the  Senate — could  only  be  an  honorary  posi- 
tion, and.  of  course,  that  means  a  great  deal 
to  a  gentleman  who  is  so  patriotic  that  he 
would  only  attend  about  eight  or  nine  days 
out  of  thirty,  until  such  time  as  the  position 
was  open  for  him  in  the  Government.  That  is 
the  real  position  of  affairs.  The  Attorney- 
Generalship  was  <^ered  and  accepted,  and 
then  the  position  of  Vice-President  of  the 
Executive  Council  had  to  be  filled  ;  and  here 
arose  the  difficulty.  The  latter  is  an 
honorary  position,  and  Senator  Drake 
was  the  only  man  who  could  be  got  to  fill 
it — the  only  man  who  was  prepared  to 
sink  his  owri  individuality  and  duck  under  so 
that  he  could  be  superseded  in  a  doifble 
sense  by  the  Attorney -General  of  the 
present  day.  Look  at  the  difference  be- 
tween the  leadrt:  of  the  Senate  and  the 
leader  in  another  place.  The  Right  Hon- 
orable George  Reid  has  figured  in  the 
iwlitics  of  Australia  as  prominently  as  any 
Senator  UlcGreger. 


man  in  this  country  oould  hare  do 
but  he  is  prepared  to  sink  his  indi\iduai 
and  become  half  free-trader  and  half  ; 
tectionist,  and  occupy  a  position  which 
declares  he  shares  as  equal  in  all  ihi 
with  a  friend  of  his.    I  am  only  ent 
vouring  to  point  out  the  true  position  i 
the  Government  occupy  in  the  Senate 
the    present    time.    What  position  i 
Senator  Drake  occupy?      What  does 
do?   No  (me  ever  asks  him  a  (jpt<\ 
and  he  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  his  ei' 
ence  here.    I  am  sure  that  when  he  i 
back  td  the!  people  of  Queensland, 
they  ask  him  why  he  dragged  the  re;.' 
tion  of  his  State  in  the  mire,  he  will  r 
no  answer  to  give,  except— f'  Well.  !• 
I  was  afraid  you  would  not  elect  me ; 
time,  and  I  thought  I  would  do  the 
I  could  for  myself  at  the  present  t:i 
Nc^hing  of  that  kind  could  «'er  t« 
of  a  single  individual  belonging  to 
Labour  Party,  which  is  so  aHitempuB 
spoken  of.    Not  a  single  word  of  tha: 
scription  could  be  uttered  with  reipe^' 
a  member  of  any  of  the  preceding 
vernments.      I    ask    honorable  se.".:' 
whether  they  can  have  the  same  fai'r 
the  a'dministration  of  the  business  of 
country  when  it  is  in  the  bands  of 
who,  in  one  instance,  are  prepared  to  s; 
fice  their  individualitv,  and,  in  another 
stance,  are  compelled  by  their  over  * 
ing  vanity  to  grab  both  positions  in 
Senate,  leaving  a  poor  fellow-memk: 
the  mean  and  degraded  positiwi  whira 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Cou 
ocx:upies  to-day. 

Senator  Pulsford. — ^What  humbus' 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  dare  sav  S' 
tor  Pulsford  might  have  filled  the  pa<:: 
but  he  is  a  free-trader,  and,  of  cour^ 
could  not  be  o£Fered  to  him.  Besidn 
honorable  senator  represents  Xew  S*' 
Wales,  and  there  were  too  many  repns-i 
tives  of  New  South  Wales  in  the  Mir . 
already.  The  result  was  that  he  d'd 
get  a  chance. 

Senator  Higgs. — Senator  Pulsfon?  tr 
be  very  unhappy,  in  view  of  fiscal  pen  ' 

Senator  McGREGOR-— That  mav  U 
I  shall  deal  wit*i  that  matter  h>  J'' i 
This  is  a  "  sinking  "  Government,  t; 
I  do  not  know  when  it  is  going  to  sin-. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  Gould. — It  is  a  r.- 
Govemmoit. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  GiTcmr 
have  8tmk  the  fiscal  questkm,  and  al^"* ' 
electoral  boundaries  question,  in  com^  i 
with  whidi  the  balfrWader  made  a  fa>^' ; 
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elf  by  going  to  the  country,  though 
lo  not  hear  a  word  of  that  matter  to- 
The  present  Government  Will  sink 
ling — they  launch  their  catamaran,  and 
their  sails  flying  in  the  breeze  will 
anything. 

nator  Higgs. — They  will  sink  them- 
s  some  day. 

nator  McGREGOR.— That  is  a  con- 
ncy  which  will  arise,  and  so  far  as  the 
verity  of  Australia  is  concerned,  the 
ir  the  better.  At  presait,  however,  we 
liscussing  the  policy  whidt  the  Govern- 
:  have  put  forward,  though  we  iiave  a 
ict  right  to  discuss  the  position  in  which 
find  ourselves.  We  have  to  ask  why 
present  position  has  arisen.  I  am  go- 
this  afternoon  to  say  distinctly  that  the 
object  which  the  members  of  the  pre- 
Government  could  have  had  in  bringing 
It  a  change  was  to  displace  the  Labour 
y — this  socialistic  party — or  it  was  for 
purpose  merely  of  getting  into  t^ce. 
heir  object  was  to  displace  the  Labour 
ty — the  socialistic  party — they  have  been 
king  a  long  while  to  do  it';  but  they 
t  bear  in  mind  that  they  are  a  long  way, 
10  the  present,  from  shifting  the  social- 
:  party. 

enator  Millen. — Then  the  honorable 
itor  admits  that  his  party  is  the  sodal- 
:  partv  ? 

lenator  McGREGOR.— Did  I  ever  deny 
I  am  going  to  tell  the  honorable  sena- 
how  much  of  a  Socialist  I  am;  and  I 
!wt  think  that  he  will  follow  the  ex- 
ple  of  his  leader  in  another  place,  and 
iberately  makei  a  statement  over  and 
?r  again  when  he  has  t)een  repeatedly 
ormed  as  to  its  falsity. 
Senator   Higgs. — Senator   Millen  was 
:e  a  delegate  to  a  Labour  Party's  con- 
■ss. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— It  is '  for  that 
ison  that  I  say  the  honorable  senator  will 
t  repeat  a  statement  when  he  is  informed 
It  it  is  false,  I  want  to  compare  the 
Ucy  of  this  sodalistic  party  with  the 
'licy  of  that  heterogeneous  conglomeration 
!  find  in  another  place. 
Senator  Millen. — The  Isaacs- Watson- 
m-Lyne  ccmglomeration. 
Senator  McGREGOR.— The  free-trade 
iberais,  the  free-trade  Conservatives,  and 
otectionist  Conservatives  are  all  jumbled 
pether;  and  a  fine  lot  they  will  be  by- 
by  when  thev  begin  to  quarrel  over  the 
3nes. 

Senator  Walker. — What  about  the  so- 
alistic  Twy  party  we  see  there. 


Senator  McGREGOR.  —  The  honorable 
senator  would  not  hurt  any  party  very  much 
by  his  presence,  and  consequently  we  can 
be  merciful  with  him.  1  desire  to  enlighten 
members,  because  some  seem  to  require  a 
great  deal  of  enlightenment  as  to  the  so- 
cialistic proclivities  of  the  Labour  Party. 
We  have  it  continually  thrown  in  our 
face : — "  You  have  your  labour  journals 
all  over  Australia  launching  forth  anarchy 
and  Socialism;  you  have  your  paid  leaders 
and  advocates  going  all  over  the  country 
telling  people  what  you  believe  in,  and 
you  are  boimd  to  take  the  statements  they 
make  as  statements  of  your  views."  We 
are,  and  always  have  been,  prepared  to 
take  those  statements  when  they  correctly 
describe  our  views,  but  we  are  not  going  to 
take  the  biased  versions  of  those  state- 
ments which  very  often  appear  in  a  pre- 
judiced press.  I  want  to-day  to  show  the 
policy  of  the  Labour  Party  and  contrast 
it  

Senator  Dawson. — Do  not  do  that  or 
the  other  side  will  steal  it. 

Senator  McGREGOR. — ^Well,  they  are 
welccMne  to  the  policy,  because  it  will  be 
good  for  them. 

Senator  Pulsford.  —  The  honorable 
senator  has  said  that  the  other  side  has  al- 
ready stolen  the  Labour  Party's  policy. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— And  if  the  other 
side  party  sit  on  that  policy  long  enough, 
they  may  hatch  something  good.  The  other 
side  have  never  had  a  policy  of  their  own.  - 
I  defy  any  one  to  find  out  any  policy  on 
their  part,  except  that  of  being  against  any- 
thing of  a  progressive  character. 

Senator  Millen. — What  particular  plat- 
form are  you  giving  us? 

Senator  McGREGOR. — I  am  giving  you 
the  Labour  Party's  platform.  The  plat- 
form and  the  policy  of  this  new  alliance 
have  been  published  in  the  newspapers. 

Senator  Millen. — The  honorable  senator 
told  us  not  to  accept  newspaper  reports. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— But  when  the 
newspapers  piJblish  an  official  statement  you 
may  take  it  as  correct,  but  if  it  is  inter- 
mingled with  the  opinions  of  a  prejudiced 
newspaper  you  do  not  know  what  you  are 
getting.  It  may  be  Epsom  salts  with 
vinegar. 

Senator  Clemons. — Have  you  an  ofBcial 
paper  whose  statements  we  can  accept? 

Senator  Dawson. — ^Read  the  Queensland 
Worker. 

Senator  McGREGOR. — I  am  giving  you 
the  labour  platform  now.  My  statements 
are  correct,  but  if  I  make  a  mistake  an* 
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honorable  senator  is  at  liberty  to  contradict 
me.  I  am  not  so  high  and  mighty  that  I 
would  not  brook  reproof.  The  first  plank 
of  our  platform  is  the  maintenance  of  a 

White  Australia.  Is  there  one  honorable 
senator  who  objects  to  it?  Only  a  few 
months  ago  certain  of  the  members  of  the 
present  Government  were  travelling  about 
Australia  howling  over  the  Petriana  myth, 
the  Steliing  case,  the  six  hatters  incident, 
and  other  matters  of  that  kind,  but  not  a 
word  is  now  uttered  as  to  the  repeal  of  the 
provisions  on  the  statute-book. 

Senator  de  Largie. — Senator  Pulsford 
has  a  motion  on  the  notice-paper. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Yes ;  but  he  is 
not  the  Government,  and  he  will  be  gagged, 
as  will  also  many  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

Senator  Pulsford. — No,  he  will  not. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— It  would  be  bet- 
ter for  Senator  Pulsford  if  he  did  not  say 
much  now,  for  he  does  not  know  what  wHl 
happen.  The  honorable  senator  may  be 
hobbled  or  gagged  by  those  with  whom  he 
is  now  associated.  They  have  done  that 
sort  of  thing  before,  an<3  they  will  do  it 
again.  The  Government  have  accepted  the 
White  Australia  policy,  in  spite  of  all  the 
opposition  they  offered  to  it  in  the  past.  At 
any  rate,  in  their  statement  of  policy,  there 
is  not  a  word  about  the  repeal  of  any  of  the 
White  Australia  provisions.  They  are  going 
to  sit  down  and  touch  nothing.  The  proba- 
bility IS  that  they  will  carry  out  the  policy 
in  the  way  indicated  by  the  Prime  Minister 
when  he  declared  that  it  did  not  matter 
what  legislation  was  passed  in  regard  to  im- 
migration restriction,  or  anything  else  of 
that  kind,  so  long  as  he  had  the  administra- 
tion of  it.  They  may  work  in  under- 
ground tunnels,  out  of  sight,  and  nothing 
may  be  made  public.  They  may  sit  down, 
and,  by  their  inaction,  try  to  defeat  the 
White  Australia  policy.  If  that  is  their 
intention  the  sooner  we  know  it  the  better. 

Senator  de  Largie. — That  is  in  accord 
with  the  "crawling"  policy. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Yes ;  the  White 
Australia  policy  will  be  crawled  over,  if 
they  ever  get  a  chance.  That  is  the  first 
item  in  the  labour  platform.  Is  there  any- 
thing so  sodalistlic  in  it  that  any  one  can 
object  to?  Is  it  objected  to  hy.  any  hon- 
orable senator,  with  the  exceptisn  of  Sena- 
tors Pulsford  and  Gray,  who,  in  this  con- 
nexion, are  not  to  be  considered, 
r    Senator  Gray. — Give  us  a  ttial. 


Senator  McGREGOR.— The 
senator  has  been  tried.  All  ht  wants 
is  convicting.  The  next  item  in  the  U 
platform  is  compulsory  condliation  ant 
bitration,  and  we  have  the  GovemmeiJi 
daring  that  they  are  going  to  take  u; 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  even 
preferelnce  to  unionists  in  it.  Whai 
Senator  Eraser  say  tb  that? 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Svhon.— Is  the 
orable  senator  content  with  the  Bill 
stands  ? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— No.  The 
orable  senator  #ill  find  that  out  whei 
Bill  ccsnes  here.  Wc  are  not  going  i 
frightened  by  the  statements  of  the  A\ 
that  if  we  try  to  remodel  the  Bill  w« 
find  ourselves  in  a  difficuh  positiwi- 
we  may  get  no  Bill  at  all.  We  \ 
rather  have  no  Bill  at  all  than  have  a 
mangled  out  of  shape  by  those  that  an 
posed  to  it.  What  is  the  use  of  the  i 
or  any  honorable  senator  talking  to  i 
this  way?  We  have  had  to  face  ( 
difficulties  in  our  time,  and  have  iron  ii 
long  run.  We  may  have  to  wait  six  in 
or  two  years^it  will  be  all  the  same  ii 
members  of  the  "socialistic  "  party,  as 
are  called — but  in  the  end  we  wi!i  i 
better  Bill  than  the  present  Govenuncij 
prepared  to  give  us.  But  what  I  was  | 
to  say  was  that  they  fiave  accepted  thti 
as  it  stands.  They  have  accepted  i: 
the  provision  relating  to  the  railwa-. 
vants  and  other  provisions  in  it  that 
have  declared  themselves  opposed  \o. 

Senator  Pulsford. — But  with  a 
deal  knocked  out  of  it. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  hon-i 
senator  was  opp(»ed  to  it  in  every  shapt 
form,  as  were  also  other  honorable  s<r. 
on  the  opposite  side. 

Senatq;  Walker. — I  shall  vole  ag 
making  it  compulsorv. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  ven 
th  :t  these  gentlemen  are  now  piepartt : 
cept  it  as  it  stands,  is  the  clearest  pnv 
any  intelligent  man  or  woman,  that  i;  is 
less,  so  far  as  the  objects  it  is  Intendc 
effect    are  concerned.      They  kno'v 
and  that  is  why  they  are  prepared  t'* 
it,  even  with  the  clause  providing  f 
ference  to  unioiists.     These  are  the 
items   of  •so-called   socialistic  let'-^'j 
that  the  Govermnent  have  agreed  ta  ' 
will  swallow  more;  and  thev  art- ch ' 
more  than  they  will  be  abfe  to  s»a! 
However,  I  am  being  led  off  the  ir.T-I;. 
next  item  in  the  labour  platfonn  is  o!;1 
pensions.      Is    that    sodalislic  ? 
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h  Wales  has  an  Old-age  Pensions  Act 
ly,  and  so  has  Victoria.  I  know  of 
nces  in  which  the  administration  of  the 
^rian  Act  has  been  a  disgrace.  Re- 
able  men  and  women,  who  have  lived 
strious,  honest,  and  decent  lives,  have 
deprived  of  the  benefits  of  the  Act  be- 
?  tliev  hAve  had,  perhaps,  a  worthless 
Dt  daughter  roaming  over  some  portion 
V'estem  Australia,  or  South  Australia, 
est  men  and  women  who  have  ■  estab- 
d  a  claim  10  pensions  by  what 
have  done  in  the  past  in  the 
1  (ipment  of  the  resources  of  this 
iiry — w  ho  are  agsd  and  unable  to 
: — have  had  them  withheld,  whils; 
rs  who  have  been  prepaied  to  ciawl  and 
p  and  to  resort  to  the  practices  referred 
y  Mr.  G.  H.  Reid  at  Warragul,  have 
I  able  to  get  pensions.  I  say  the  old- 
pension  instituted  by  the  Common - 
1th  should  be  one  that  every  man  and 
ian  who  has  earned  it  should  be 
to  claim  as  a  right,  and 
as  a  dole  or  a  bone  thrown  to  a 
The  only  qualification  should  be  old 
and  residence  in  Australia.  There  is 
ling  socialistic  in  that,  and  I  hope  hon- 
:)le  senators  will  be  prepared  to  assist  in 
rying  the  measure  when  it  comes  before 
B.  How  many  are  against  it  I  would 
?  Very  few ;  but  these  few  are  going  to 
all  they  possibly  can  to  defeat  it  The 
t  item  in  this  "  socialistic  "  programme 
the  nationalizatiffli  of  monopolies.  We 
e  carried  resolutions  in  this  Senate  affirm- 
:  the  principle. 

Senator  de  Larcie. — Two  in  one  after- 
in. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— We  have  no  in- 

ition  of  interfering  with  the  industries 
It  are  being  carried  on  by  individuals.  We 
le  no  intention  of  laying  violent  hands 
the  farmers.  Even  that  has  been  sug- 
5ted  bv  the  other  side.  They  find  fault 
th  the  Labour  Party,  and  would  bind  them 
wn  to  everything  said  by  Mr.  Tom  Mann. 
1  the  same  principle,  we  should  have  t ) 
dge  them  by  tlie  statements  of  WaTpole, 
evewright.  and  Hogarth. 
Senator  Millen.— Do  you  repudiate  Tom 
ann's  doctrines  ? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Certainly  not 
e  is  right  in  a  good  many  things,  but  he 
IS  had  very  little  fair  plav.  Our  friends 
'posite  are'  all  afraid  of  Tom  Mann.  It 
due  to  the  wort  of  Tom  Mann  that  the 
abour  Partv  have  an  increased  representa- 
in  the  Victorian  Parliament  to-day.  A 
!w  men  like  him  are  needed,  and  we  have 


them.  We  are  seeing  the  results  of  their  ef  - 
forts,  not  only  in  Victoria,  but  also  in  South 
Australia,  Queensland,  and  Western  Aus- 
tralia. They  do  their  work  in  daylight,  and 
tell  the  people  the  truth.  There  is  no 
"crawling  policy"  about  their  methods. 
Now,  ^vith  respect  to  the  nationalization  of 
monopolies,  if  any  business  has  become  a 
monopoly  to  the  detriment  of  the  rest  of 
the  people  of  the  Commonwealth,  then  it 
should  be  crushed,  and  the  only  way  to 
crush  it  is  to  nationalize  it.  That 
is  a  statement  which  every  patriot  will, 
I  think,  accept.  What  we  contend  for  has 
been  done  in  other  countries,  and  it  will  be 
done  again. 

Senator  Millen. — Where  is  the  iron  in- 
dustry nationalized  ? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  iron  indus- 
try, like  the  Reid-McLean-Tumer-Thomson- 
Symon-Drake  Government  policy,  is  hot  in 
existence  yet 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon.— Why  has  the 
honorable  senator  omitted  the  Minister  of 
Defence?  He  has  named  all  the  rest. 
Why  does  he  ranit  him? 

Senator  McGREGOR. — I  do  not  like  to 
include  every  one  at  all  times;  but  so  far 
as  the  iron  industry  is  concerned,  every  one 
knows  its  possibilities.  It  is  not  yet  a  mono- 
poly, because  the  manufacture  of  iron  from 
the  ore  is  not  an  established  industry.  But 
we  know  what  has  happened  elsewhere,  and 
we  should  take  precautions  to  prevent  the 
same  thing  occurring  here.  I  want 
to  refer  now  to  the  statonents  made  by 
the  Prime  Minister  and  others  who  go 
about  the  city  declaiming  against  Socialism. 
They  lake  their  diy  dogs  and  tigers  with  ihem 
at  all  times.  The  Labour  Party  has  never 
had  an  idea  of  dragging  things  down  to 
that  uniform  level.  Its  members  recognise 
that  in  the  carrying  on  of  a  monopoly  of 
that  description  the  Deputy  Postmaster- 
General  is  just  as  necessary  as  the  boy  who 
delivers  the  telegrams.  We  all  know  that 
the  Deputy  Postmaster- General  receives 
higher  remuneration  than  a  telegraph  boy 
or  a  postmaster.  And  we  all  recognise  that 
the  Deputy  Postmaster-General  is  entided 
to  higher  remuneration,  not  only  by  reason 
of  the  position  which  he  occupies,  but  also 
by  reason  of  the  ability  which  he  displays. 
What  the  Labour  Party  desire  is  not  to  drag 
t^ie  position  of  the  Deputv  Postmaster- 
General  down  to  that  of  the  postmaster, 
but  to  make  it  possible  that  a  telegraph  boy 
shall  have  an  equal  opportunity  with  every 
other  telegraph  boy  of  rising  to  the  position 
of  Deputy  Postmaster-General.    And  as  it 
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is  in  that  Department,  so  we  wish  it  to  be  in 
the  case  of  every  other  monopoly  which 
may  be  taken  over  by  the  State.  I  have 
heard  Senator  Walker  say  in  his  place  that 
our  policy  is  to  bring  everything  down  to 
one  dead  level,  and  I  have  heard  others 
express  the  same  idea. 

Senator  Guthrie. — He  knows  different. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  honorable 
senator  has  been  told  different,  and  he 
ought  to  believe  the  statements  of  those 
^who  are  advocating  the  policy  of  the  Labour 
Party,  and  who,  of  course,  know  more  about 
it  than  he  does.  We  are  also  told  by  the 
Prime  Minister  that  we  are  the  puppets  of 
somebody  outside,  that  we  have  no  inde- 
pendence, that  we  are  bound  by  the  decision 
of  a  caucus  which  sits  in  a  cellar,  or  seme 
place  of  that  description.  I  wish  to  dis- 
abuse the  mind  of  any  man  or  woman  in 
Australia  of  any  such  idea  as  that.  The 
members  of  the  Labour  Party  are  the  most 
independent  persons  in  the  Commonwealth. 
It  is  really  those  who  are  under  the  domina- 
tion of  the  individualists  who  are  not  inde- 
pendent. Does  any  honorable  senator  think 
that  there  is  a  labour  man  who  would  sit 
at  the  table  and  occupy  the  positicm  which 
Senator  Drake  fills? 

Senator  Millen. — ^The  honorable  senator 
did. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Yes,  but  I  oc- 
cupied the  position  honorably. 

Senator  Clemons. — Honorably  ? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  occupied  the 
position  as  leader  of  the  Senate. 

Senator  Clemons.— Whv,  the  honorable 
senator  is  the  man  who  was  offering  his 
party  for  sale  in  this  chamber. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  intend  to  deal 
with  that  fiction, 

Senator  Cibmons. — I  heard  the  honor- 
able senator  say  that  he  was  for  sale. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— No. 

Senator  Walker. — The  honorable  and 
learned  senator  heard  Senator  McGregor 
sav  that  the  Labour  Party  were  for  sale. 

Senator  McGREGOR.  —  I  shall  tell 
Senator  Clemons  what  I  said,  and  he  has 
only  to  look  in  Hansard  to  find  my  state- 
ment. I  did  not  correct  the  report  of  my 
speech,  like  some  hcmorable  senators  who 
cut  out  what  they  did  say. 

Senator  Clemons. — ^Then  the  honorable 
senator  is  not  for  sale? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  shall  repeat 
exactly  what  I  did  say.  But  with  respect 
to  this  caucus-bound  partv  and  this  ma- 
chine which  is  going  to  ruin  the  country, 


the  only  grievance  which  hraiorable  sena'' 
have  is  that  they  cannot  get  a  machine ! 
ours. 

Senator  Millen. — ^The  Labour  Part)  i 
a  machine  then? 

Senator  McGREGOR. — Honorable  se 
tors  on  the  other  side  cannot  get  a  pa; 
What  are  they  doing  at  the  presaw  or 
Poor  unfortunate  Mr.  Deakin  is  like  a 
rag,  he  is  so  miserable  on  account  of 
contemptible  action  which  he  took  quite 
cently. 

Senator  Dobson. — The  honorable  act 
Senator    McGREGOR.  —  Why. 
Deakin  is  the  most  miserable  indi^idoa 

Australia. 

Senator  Drake. — The  honorable  sen 
did  not  say  that  at  the  last  elections. 

Senator  McGREGOR. — I  did  not 
that. 

Senator  Drake. — No;  because  man; 
the  honorable  senator's  friends  came 
Parliament  on  his  back. 

Senator  McGREGOR. — I  am  sure 
I  never  got  into  Parliament  oa  the  bac 
Mr.  Deakin,  or  anybody  else. 

Senator  Drake. — The  honOTable  ser 
did  not  get  into  Parliament  on  bis  bac 
the  last  electifms,  but  a  great  many  ol 
friends  did. 

Senator  McGREGOR. — Not  q 
one  of  them  did. 

Senator  O'Keefe. — What  about  ■ 
friends  of  Mr.  Deakin  and  Senator  Dr: 
They  got  into  Parliament  throu^  not  I 
opposed  by  labour  moi. 

Senator  McGREGOR. — I  do  not  ' 
that  in  the  future  many  candidates  ^itl 
into  Parliament  on  his  back. 

Senator  Drake. — ^The  labour  candi' 
will  not  get  a  chance. 

Senator  McGREGOR. — I  do  noi  i 
they  will.  Mr.  Deakin  never  did  an-.' 
for  the  Labour  Party,  but  they  did  i  ^ 
deal  for  him.  They  kept  him  in  <: 
along  with  the  honorable  and  learned  a' 
tor. 

Senator  Drake. — ^We  did  too  miK'n 
them. 

Senator    McGREGOR.  —  The  La 
Party  kept  Mr.  Deakin  in  o£Bce  alon^  i 
Senator  Drake  for  nearly  three  year.-, 
there  v&i  no  talk  at  that  time  aboui 
chine     politics,     or    caucus  rule, 
anything     of     that     kind.  No; 
were    fine    fellows    so    long  as 
followed  their  lead.     We  thoujrh: 
in  Mr.  Deakin  we  were  following  a  ma'i 
was  going  for  the  principles  we  were  . 
eating.   But  when  we  find  that  he  has 
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lotized,  or  deluded,  or  turned  in  sc»iie 

from  the  correct  path,  we  can  only 
)ise  him.  And  I  despise  the  man  who 
mother  House  said  that  Mr.  Higgins 

the  only  member  of  the  late  Govern- 
t  for  whom  he  could  express  any  respect 

Deakin  made  that  remark,  and  then 
ogized  to  some  of  the  other  members, 
has  a  right  to  apologize  to  me,  because 
^ve^  asked  him  for  anything ;  I  never 
vied  to  him  for  anything,  nor  do  I 

intend  to  do  so.  It  was  he  who 
t  up  to  Ballarat,  and  like  Senator 
nons.  declared  that  I  said  that  the 
■our  Party  was  for  sale,  although  he 

been  repeatedly  told  how  that  remark 
ke  to  be  made.  How  was  it  made? 
m  my  place  here,  I  diaracterized  the 
ier  of  the  Government,  the  leader  of 

Opixisition.  who,  at  that  time  was,  I 
ik.  Senator  Gould — Senator  Ewing, 
mtor  Neild,  and  others,  were  pre- 
t,  and  they  were  all  leaders — 
suns  round  w4iom  no  planets 
olved.  I  distinctly  remember  using 
:  words.  It  was  in  that  sense  that  I 
:lared  that  the  Labour  Party  was  up 
■  sale  to  the  highest  bidder.  I  spoke  in 
jocular  sense,  as  those  honorable  senators 
ew.  They  have  known  all  along  that 
;  Labour  Party  was  never  up  for  sale 

any  dishonorable  sense. 
Senator  Clemons. — ^What,  that  you 
■'1  never  been  sold  dishonorably? 
Senator  McGREGOR.— I  cannot  be 
lid  dishonorably.  I  wish  to  give  honor- 
)le  senators  a  correct  idea  of  this  machine 
I  see  if  they  can  copy  it,  as  they  are 
ying  to  get  all  the  farmers'  associations, 
nif^rty -owners'  associations,  and  ladies' 
ational  associations  to  unite,  and  present 

solid  front  to  the  socialistic  party.  Is 
ot  that  what  they  are  trying  to  do? 
'hey  are  trying  to  create  a  machine  which 
knock  out  our  machine,  and  their  only 
egret  is  that  they  cannot  do  it.  That  is 
xactly  the  position. 

Senator  Millen. — The  honorable  sena- 
or  admits  that  the  machine  of  the  Labour 
Party  is  different  from  ours. 

Senator  McGREGOR. — I  am  going  to 
:tU  the  honorable  senator  what  our  machine 
is. 

Senator  Henderson. — It  is  better  than 

his. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Yes,  it  is  a  more 
perfect  machine.  It  posseses  the  latest  im- 
provements. 


Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — It  is  more 

rigid. 

Senator  Henderson. — It  is  the  one  on 
which  Senator  Millen  tried  to  get  into  public 
life. 

Senator  Millen. — That   is  absolutely 
false. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order.  I  must  ask 
honorable  senators  not  to  hold  conversations 
across  the  chamber. 

Senator  de  Largie. — I  rise  to  order. 
Senator  Millen  has  just  stated  that  an  obser- 
vation made  from  this  side  of  the  Senate  is 
absolutely  false. 

Senator  Millen. — And  I  repeat  it. 

The  PRESIDENT.— That  observation 
ought  not  to  have  been  made.  No  observa- 
tion ought  to  be  made  except  by  the 
speaker. 

Senator  de  Largie. — It  was  made  in  re- 
ply to  a  statement  by  Senator  Hen- 
derson. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Senator  Henderson 
had  no  right  to  make  the  statement. 

Senator  Henderson. — I  made  no  state- 
ment. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Senator  McGregor 
is  in  possession  of  the  Chair,  and  no  one 
else  has  a  right  to  say  anything. 

Senator  de  Largie. — Do  I  understand 
you,  sir,  to  say  that  an  interjection  of  that 
kind — that  a  statement  is  utterly  false — 
is  in  order  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.— Na  What  I  say 
is  that  if  honorable  senators  make  inter- 
jections when  somebody  else  is  speaking 
they  must  take  the  consequences  of  their 
action.  They  are  out  of  order  in  making 
such  interjections.  Senator  Henders(»i  had 
no  right  to  interject,  nor  had  Senator  Millen 
any  right  to  answer  the  interjection.  I  must 
ask  honorable  senators  to  allow  the  speaker 
to  address  the  Chair,  not  to  interject,  and 
especially  not  to  hold  conversations  as  they 
are  doing  across  the  chamber. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  propose  to  in- 
ddcate  to  honorable  senators  who  are  en- 
vious of  the  Labour  Party's  machine  how 
they  can  avail  themselves  of  it,  and  make 
use  of  it,  if  they  only  care  to  turn  from 
their  evil  ways  in  a  political  sense,  and  get 
into  the  straight  path,  and  abide  by  the 
principles  by  which  every  honest  politician 
ought  to  abide.  Any  honorable  senator  can 
become  a  member  of  a  trade  uniwi  if  he 
works  at  any  calling,  and  then  no  one  will 
call  him  a  non-unionist,  or  a  black-leg,  or 
any  name  of  t^iat  kind.  He  can  then  join 
a  democratic  association  affiliated  with  the 
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Labour  Party,  or  any  district  committee  con- 
nected with  the  Labour  Party,  by  paying 
a  shilling  per  week  and  get  his  ticket.  That 
will  give  him  the  privilege  of  having  a  say 
in  the  formulation  of  the  platform.  The 
policy  is  not  formulated  by  a  Mr.  Reid  or 
a  Mr.  Deakin,  and  then  presented  to  be 
swallowed  by  the  people,  but  the  people 
through  their  representatives  agree  to  their 
policy:  Every  member  of  the  Labour 
Part)  has,  therefore,  a  say  in  the  fwrmula- 
tion  of  the  labour  platform.  He  has  also 
as  a  member  of  the  Labour  Party, 
a  right  to  be  nominated  as  a  candidate. 
If  he  accepts  the  nomination,  and  goes  to 
the  plebiscite,  he  has  to  sign  a  pledge.  I 
am  going  to  tell  hraiorable  senators  what 
that  pledge  means,  and  ask  if  none  of  them 
has  signed  a  similar  pledge.  Every  can- 
didate is  asked  to  sign  a  pledge  that  he  will 
abide  by  the  platform  of  the  Labour  Party 
which  he  assisted  to  formulate,  and  to 
whidi  he  agreed,  and  if  he  is  not  chosen  by 
his  fellow  labourites  to  run  as  a  candidate 
at  t^e  election,  he  is  not  to  contest  a  dis- 
trict which  is  contested  by  an  accredited 
labour  man.  Is  there  anything  dishonor- 
able in  signing  that  pledge  ?  Has  no  honor- 
able senator  on  the  other  side  ever  been 
asked  to  sign  a  pledge  of  that  description  ? 
Has  Senator  Pulsford  never  received  a  cir- 
cular from  a  blue  ribbon  association,  and 
si^ed  it,  and  returned  it?  Is  there  any- 
thmg  dishonorable  in  doing  that?  If  the 
Free-trade  Association  ever  sent  a  circular 
to  any  honorable  senators,  and  asked  them 
to  sign  it,  and  they  did,  was  there  any- 
thing dishonorable  in  that?  No;  but  the 
dishonour  would  lie  in  their  departing  frwn 
the  pledge  afterwards.  That  Is  exactly  the 
position  which  every  member  of  the  Labour 
Party  occupies.  Again,  it  is  said,  "Oh, 
but  you  have  this  obnoxious  caucus.  You 
are  ruled  by  the  caucus.  You  cannot  do 
anything  whirfi  the  caucus  does  not  indicate 
to  you.  If  a  majority  of  the  caucus  say 
that  you  are  to  go  into  the  House  and  vote 
(n  a  certain  direction,  you  are  bound  to  do 
it,  whether  you  like  it  or  not." 

Senator  Gray. — Hear,  hear. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  wish  to  tell 
ihe  honorable  senator  that  that  is  not  cor- 
rect. 

Senator  Gray. — I  am  very  glad  to  hear  it. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  have  already 
enumerated  four  of  the  planks  of  the 
Labour  Party's  platform,  and  there  are 
only  three  others  left  for  me  to  deal  with. 


Outside  of  those  seven  planks,  no  labour 
man  is  bound  to  anything  in  the  caucus. 

Senator  Gi yens  . — There  is  no  caucus 
that  can  bind  him. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— No.  Is  it  not 
right  that  the  members  of  the  Labour  Party 
should  be  bound  by  the  seven  planks  which 
they  circulated  by  the  thousand  among 
the  people  at  the  elections,  and  for 
which  they  made  themselves  responsible? 
And  that  is  all  that  the  caucus 
can  bind  them  to.  Senator  Pearce, 
Senator  Henderson,  or  any  other 
member  of  our  party,  can  tell  the 
Senate  that  when  any  question  outside  the 
party's  programme  is  brought  up  for  dis- 
cussion in  caucus,  if  any  member  objects  to 
that  discussion,  he  can  stop  it.  If,  for  pur- 
poses of  enlightening  each  other,  the  dis- 
cussion is  carried  on,  and  if  it  is  thought 
necessary  to  go  to  a  vote,  no  such  vote  will 
bind  any  manber  of  the  party  in  the  catxnis 
on  that  question.  Is  it  surprising  to  hon- 
orable senators  opposite  to  hear  that  state- 
ment? Yet,  it  is  the  absolute  truth.  No 
member  of  the  party  is  bound  with  respect 
to  any  question  outside  the  platform  of  the 
party,  and  no  member  is  asked  to  bind  him- 
self on  anv  such  question.  I  believe,  how- 
ever, that  in  New  South  Wales  it  has  been 
the  custom  in  the  past,  where  the  fate  of 
a  Government  was  involved,  for  a  caucus 
decisicm  to  be  binding  on  the  whole  of  the 
party. 

Senator  Gray. — ^And  with  respect  to  other 
questicHis. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— No ;  only  with 
respect  to  their  platform.  Outside  the  plat- 
form, I  repeat,  the  only  question  chi  which 
a  decision  of  the  majority  was  binding,  was 
a  question  affecting  the  fate  of  a  Govern- 
ment. 

Senator  Millen. — Is  not  the  honorable 
senator  slightly  incorrect  ?  Was  it  not  within 
the  power  of  a  parliamentary  leader  of  the 
Labour  Party  to  call  a  caucus  at  any  time 
he  chose,  in  order  to  consider  the  attitude 
of  the  party  ? 

Senator  McGREGOR. — No. 

Senator  Millen. — I  think  the  hmorable 
senator  is  incorrect. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— That  mav  have 
been  the  case  in  the  New  South  Wales 
Labour  Party,  but,  such  a  rule  does  not 
exist  in  connexion  with  the  Federal  Labour 
Party.  I  am  stating  things  as  they  reallv 
are._  Those  members  of  Parliament  who 
go  into  the  country — whether  they  be  Sena- 
tor Dobson,  or  Mr.  George  Reid,  or  Mr. 
Alfred  Deakin — and  say  ahy^ing  to  the 
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contrary,  are  misrepresenting  the  Labour 
Party ;  and  when  they  are  told  what  I  have 
told  'them,  and  continue  to  onake  those 
statements,  they  are  knowingly  misrepre- 
senting the  Labour  Party.    My  testimony 
can  be  borne  out  by  every  member  of  our 
party  who  is  present-  I  have  shown  that 
none  of  the  calamities  predicted  by  Senator 
Walker  or  Senator  Dobson,  wiPh  respect  to 
bringing  down  society  to  a  dead-level  of 
mediocrity,  are  well-founded.    That  term 
is  often  used  with  respect  to  the  policy  of 
the  Labour  Party.    If  one  looks  at  both 
sides  in  either  House  of  the  Federal  Par 
liament,  or  any  other  Australian  Parlia- 
ment, and  considers  where  the  mediocrity  is 
to  be  found,  he  will  be  satisfied  that  the 
policy  of  the  I.abour   Party  has    not  a 
tendency  in  that  direction.    The  next  plank 
in  the  platform  of  the  Labour  Party  that  is 
condemned  as  being  so  socialistic  that  no 
body  can  follow  it,  and  with  respect  to 
which  some  persons  are  trying  to  frighten 
the  country,  is  that  of  a  Citizen  Defence 
Force.   But  to  that  policy  we  in  the  Senate 
have  all  agreed.    I  am  not  going  to  argue 
it.   The  present  Government  agreed  to  it, 
and  c(xisequently  they  are  in  just  the  same 
boat  as  we  are.    The  next  plank  is  the  pre- 
vention of  borrowing.      Is  there  any  one 
who  is  prepared  to  encourage  the  policy  of 
borrowing?    Senator  Drake,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  first  Federal  Government, 
and  Mr.  Deakin,  went  up  to  Ballarat,  and 
tried  to  make  the  people  there  believe  that 
the  Deakin  and  Barton  Governments  were 
opposed  to  borrowing.     They  made  that 
statement  deliberately.    But  is  it  not  a  well- 
known  fact  that  a  Bill  was  introduced  by 
the  Barton  Government  for  the  purpose  of 
borrowing  ;^Soo,ooo,  and  was  it  not  in  con- 
sequence of  the  action  of  the  Labour  Party 
and  other  Liberal  members  that  that  was 
pievMited?   The  prevention  of  borrowing, 
therefore,  is  also  a  plank  of  the  platform 
of  the  Labour  Party  that  is  approved  by 
both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  which  is 
recognised  as  rigjit  by  nearly  every  man  and 
woman  in  Australia.    The  next  plank  is 
navigation  and  shipping.    The  present  Go- 
vernment have  accepted  the  Royal  Com- 
mission that  was  appointed  by  the  late  Go- 
vernment to  inquire  into  that  subject.  That 
is  the  policy  of  the  Labour  Party  from  be- 
ginning to  end. 

Senator  Lt-Col.  Gould. — In  New  South 
Wales  they  were  the  party  which  ran  the 
country  into  drf>t. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Good  gracious  ! 
I  am  explaining  the  policy  of  t*He  Federal 


Labour  Party.  That  is  my  whole  inten- 
tion. I  ask  the  Senate  and  the  country 
whether  there  is  anything  unduly  socialistic 
in  that  policy  ?  Is  there  anything  in  it  that 
would  not  be  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of 
honorable  senators,  and  by  a  majority  of 
representatives  in  another  place?  If  that 
be  so,  what  is  all  the  noise  about?  Why 
is  it  necessary  to  bring  in  another  Govern-  . 
ment?  I  have  now  explained  the  whole 
policy  of  the  Labour  Party,  and  have 
offered  several  criticisms  of  my  own,  which 
have  arisen  out  of  interjections.  I  will 
now  proceed  to  deal  with  some  of  the 
anomalies  in  the  policy  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment, which  has  adopted,  or  pillaged, 
or  acquired — whichever  term  may  be  used 
— the  policy  of  the  late  Government. 

Senator  Dawson. — "  Commandeered  "  is 
the  term. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— That,  no  doubt, 
is  what  Senator  Walker  would  call  it.  I 
shall  deal  with  one  or  two  items  to  show 
the  anomalous  position  which  some  of  the 
members  of  the  Government  occupy.  In 
the  Senate  yesterday  the  Attorney -General 
referred,  in  that  sinking  manner  which  he 
adopted — because  he  was  sinking  every- 
thing yesterday ;  I  hope  he  will  rouse  him- 
self; he  does  more  credit  to  himself  when 
he  is  fighting  than  when  he  is  whining — to 
the  question  of  preferential  trade.  Much 
has  been  said,  lately  with  regard  to  pre- 
ferential trade.  We  have  heard  Senator 
Symon  express  patriotic  sentiments  with  re- 
spect to  the  old  country.  But,  in  the  name 
of  heaven,  what  preference  can  he  or  Mr. 
George  Reid  give  to  the  old  country  if  they 
remain  consistent  to  the  programme  and 
platform  which  they  have  advocated  for 
years  past?  For  twenty  years  or  more 
Senator  Symon  has  declared  that  every 
country  should  be  placed  on  the  same  foot- 
ing with  respect  to  our  trade,  and  "that  the 
productions  of  every  country  should  be  ad- 
mitted free. 

Senator  Walker. — Hear,  hear. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Then  wHat  right 
have  honorable  senators  opposite  to  talk 
of  preferential  trade? 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — Is  that  the 
fiscal  policy  of  the  fionorable  senator's 
party  ? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— What  is  the  fis- 
cal policy  of  the  present  Government? 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — ^What  is 
fiscal  policy  of  the  alliance? 

Senator  Gxtens. — Their  policy  is  to 
"  chuck  "  the  Reid  Government  out. 
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Senator  McGREGOR.— The  fiscal  policy 
of  the  alliance  

Senator  Clemons. — Is  fiscal  humbug. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Will  be  made 
public  as  soon  as  there  is  any  necessity  for 
it. 

Senator  Sir  JosiAH  Symon. — It  is  public. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Oh,  no. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — Does  the 
hunorabit  senator  repudiate  this  agreement? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  am  not  discus- 
sing the  agreement. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — He  is  rather 
ashamed  of  it  now. 

Senator  McGREGOR. — No ;  we  have  no 
reason  to  be  ashamed  of  it  But  honor- 
able senators  opposite  are  afraid  of  it.  The 
supporters  of  the  Government  looked  rather 
sheepish  yesterday  when  they  learnt  that 
the  agreement  had  been  arrived  at.  Some 
of  them,  I  hear,  nearly  had  convulsions. 

Senator  Walker. — Of  laughter! 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  question  of 
preferential  trade,  in  the  mouth  of  Senator 
Symon  or  Senator  Pulsford,  or  the  Right 
Honorable  George  Reid,  is  mockery.  They 
cannot  give  any  preference  to  anybody,  un- 
less they  are  going  to  be  submerged  or 
merged,  or  swallowed  by  McLean-Turner, 
and  Co.,  or  unless  they  are  going  to  swal- 
low their  own  principles  and  adopt  some 
differential  or  preferential  system  of  dealing 
with  imports  from  the  old  country,  and 
other  countries.  Mr.  Reid,  Senator  Symon, 
and  their  free-trade  supporters,  can  offer  to 
Great  Britain  nothing  but  their  Inyalty,  and 
that  is  not  worth  very  much.  It  has  never 
been  worth  much  to  Gre.-it  Britain.  But 
when  the  time  comes,  and  there  is  a 
necessity  for  it,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  Labour  Party  will  prove, 
as  it  has  always  proved  in  the 
past,  and  always  will  prove,  that  it  can 
give  expression  not  only  to  loyal  sentiments, 
but  to  loyal  performances  as  far  as  the  old 
country  is  concerned. 

Senator  Walker.— Who  were  the  pro- 
Boer  party? 

Senator  GivENS.  —  Who  were  the  pro- 
Cfiow  partv  ? 

Senator  McGREGOR— We  do  not  in- 
tend to  be  misled  as  honorable  sena- 
tors opposite  were  when  they  agreed 
to  help  the  Jews  in  South  Af- 
rica, and  sacrificed  the  blood  and  the 
wealth  of  the  people  of  Australia  to  put 
money  into  the  pockets  of  the  Rand  Lords 
at  the  expense  of  this  country. 

Senator  Sir  Tosiah  Symon. — Do  not  go 
back  to  that  suBject. 


Senator  McGREGOR.— Perhaps  the  hov 
orable  and  learned  senator  does  not  l^e 
to  hear  it  ? 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — The  boxx- 
able  senator  should  talk  about  Manchuria 
or  something  recent. 

Senator  McGREGOR— If  the  leader  of 
the  Senate  would  endeavour  to  induce  his 
"  submerged  tenth  "  to  control  themselves, 
and  not  to  make  interjections  which  take  me 
off  the  track,  I  should  not  refer  to  such  ques- 
tions as  the  South  African  scandals.  But 
we  as  a  party  are  prepared,  as  I  have  al- 
ready said,  when  the  proper  time  comes,  to 
give  due  and  earnest  consideration  to  any- 
thing respecting  our  trade  relationships  with 
the  old  country.  But  it  is  a  mockery  for 
Senator  Symon  or  any  of  the  free-traders 
opposite  to  talk  of  preferential  trade. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — ^Why  ?  Let 
the  hixiorable  senator  g;ve  us  a  reason. 

Senator  McGREGOR— Is  Senator  Sy- 
mon prepared  to  denounce  his  fiscal  faith? 
Has  this  coalition  had  such  an  effect  already 
upon  him  that  he  is  to  denounce  the  belief 
which  he  has  held  for  so  many  years? 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — Why  can- 
not we  give  a  preference  to  Great  Britain? 

Senator  Givens. — Because  the  honorable 
and  learned  senator  does  not  belie%-e  in 
duties  on  any  goods. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — We  have 
duties  now ;  why  cannot  we  reduce,  or  re- 
mit some  of  them  ? 

Senator  McGREGOR— It  is  of  no  use 
to  talk  to  some  of  these  gentlemen.  One 
could  not  nail  them  down  with  flooring 
brads !  Now  I  am  coming  to  another 
little  anomaly.  I  do  not  know  why  this 
matter  of  policy  was  taken  over  by  the 
Government  when  we  consider  the  attitude 
of  honcvabte  senators  opposite  towards  the 
preceding  Government  in  relation  to  it.  I 
refer  to  the  survey  of  the  Western  Aus- 
tralian railway. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — Was  that 
part  of  the  honorable  senator's  policy  ? 

Senator  McGREGOR-- They  called  it 
the  *'  desert "  railway,  and  many  other  hard 
names. 

Senator  Clemons. — Was  the  honorable 
Senator's  Government  going  to  support  it  ? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Certainly.  I 
always  declared  that  I  was  in  favour  of 
it.  During  my  election  campaign  I  was  not 
afraid  to  refer  to  the  subject,  and  I  did  so 
in  every  portion  of  my  State.  But  the 
gentlemen  who  went  against  it,  and  who 
were  so  cowardly  in  relation  to  it,  went 
down. 
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Senator  Pulsford, — What  about  Sena- 
tor Styles? 

Senator  McGREGOR.  —  Senator  Styles 
was  in  Victoria.  X  aan  referring  to  South 
Australia.  I  shall  have  a  word  or  two  more 
to  say  about  South  Australia  before  I 

firisli.  I  want  to  ask  the  leader  of  the 
Senate  whether  he  meant  me  yesterday 
to  understand  that  Mr.  McLean,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  present  Government,  has  a  free 
hand  on  this  question. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — No,  the 
honorable  senator  is  not  to  understand 
that. 

Senator  McGREGOR. — I  am  very  sorry, 
because  I  thought  that  that  was  what  the 
honorable  and  learned  senator  said. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Svmon.- — The  hon- 
orable senator  must  take  my  words  as  they 
were  uttered. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— What  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  senator  said  was  in 
reply  to  an  interjecticwi  by  Senator  Styles 
respecting  Mr.  McLean,  who  has  always 
been  a  bitter  opponent  of  this  Western  Aus- 
tralia railway  scheme.  And  the  Attorney- 
General  himself  has  always  been  opposed 
to  this  railway. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — That  is 
not  the  case. 

Senator  McGREGOR. — 1  hope  we  are 
not  going  to  have  a  "  Yes- No  "  policy  in 
both  Houses,  because  Australia  would 
hardly  be  able  to  bear  such  a  load.  The 
honorable  and  learned  senator  said  yester- 
day that  although  the  Government  were 
prepared  to  spend  ;^20,ooo  on  a  survey, 
they  were  not  going  to  be  pledged  to  after- 
wards carry  out  the  work. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Svmon. — I  did  not 
sav  that. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Oh  dear !  I 
am  afraid  I  shall  have  to  be  examined  by 
a  medical  man  in  order  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther I  am  not  a  fit  subject  for  a  lunatic 
asylum,  or  some  other  institution  where 
worn-out  politicians  can  find  rest  when  their 
memories  are  beginning  to  go.  I  distinctly 
understood  the  honorable  and  learned  sena- 
tor to  say  

Senator  Pulsford. — Ah  ! 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Well,  will  the 
honorable  and  learned  senator  give  me  a  re- 
ply now?  Is  the  leader  of  the  Senate  pre- 
pared to  commit  the  Commonwealth  to  an 
expense  of  ;^2o.ooo  for  a  survey,  and  then 
to  refuse  to  afterwards  support  the  con- 
struction of  the  railway. 

Senator  Millen. — Let  us  hear  what  the 
result  of  thtf  survey  is. 


Senator  McGREGOR.— Why  should 
not  a  Royal  Commissiffli  be  appointed? 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — The  Royal 
Commission  is  intended  for  the  Tariff. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— It  seems  impos- 
sible to  pin  the  Governmoit  down  to  any- 
thing. "Yes-No"  has  been  so  ingrafted 
in  the  political  constitution  of  every  one 
of  the  Ministry  that  they  cannot  get  rid 
of  its  influence.  Am  I  to  understand  that 
the  present  Government  are  willing  to 
spend  ;^2o,ooo  on  a  survey,  while  having 
perfectly  open  minds  as  to  the  necessity 
of  the  con.struction  of  the  line  afterwards? 
What  would  Sir  John  Forrest  say  to  a 
position  of  that  character  ? 

Senator  Clemons. — Surely  the  honor- 
able senator  would  not  build  a  railway 
without  having  a  survey?. 

Senator  McGREGOR. — Certainly  not. 
Senator  Clemons. — Then  why  object  to 

a  survey  ? 

Senator  McGREGOR— I  do  not  object 
to  a  survey  .  We  know  that  a  survey  is 
quite  a  different  matter  from  an  inquiry. 
Senator  Styles,  who  knows  something  about 
railways,  will  agree  with  me  that  a  survey 
is  one  of  the  processes  of  construction.  In 
such  matters  the  first  process  is  a  prelimin- 
ary or  flying  sur\eyj  and  then  a  survey  is 
rnade  with  the  intention  of  constructing  the 
line,  the  cost  of  the  survey  being  generally 
considered  as  part  of  the  cost  of  construc- 
tion. 

Senator  Styles. — Hear,  hear  I 
Senator  McGREGOR.— I  know  that 
Senator  Styles  will  agree  with  me  in  that, 
whether  he  favours  or  does  not  favour  the 
construction  of  the  line.  Senator  Styles  does 
not  agree  that  there  ought  to  be  a  survey 
made,  but  that  is  because  he  does  not  agree 
with  the  construction  of  the  line,  whereas 
I  do  favour  the  survey,  because  I  have  al- 
ways advocated  this  transcontinental  rail- 
way. Will  the  Attorney -General  be  honest 
enough  to  say  that  the  Government  will 
spend  ^20,000  on  a  survev,  and  then  ad- 
vocate the  construction  of  the  line?  We 
know  that  the  Attorney-General  will  sav 
"Yes"  as  to  a  survey,  but  he  desires  to 
have  a  loophole  in  the  near  future,  so  as 
to  be  able  to  say  "No"  as  to  the  con- 
struction, thus  carrying  the  "Yes-No" 
policy  to  its  legitimate  issue.  There  are 
a  great  many  other  points  which  might  be 
considered  in  connexion  with  the  alleged 
policy  of  the  Government,  but,  as  I  have 
already  pointed  out,  the  present  Adminis- 
tration are  willing  to  sink  everything — the 
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fiscal   question,    the  electoral  boundaries 
question,  and  the  transcontinental  railway 
question.    They  take  up  the  latter  ques- 
tion    tentatively     only     to     gain  sup- 
port from  a  few  Western  Australian  mem- 
bers.   I  urge  the  Western  Australian  mem- 
bers, not  only  in  the  Senate,  but  in  another 
place,  to  beware  of  men  who  are  prepared 
to  say  "Yes-No"  in  the  way  which  has 
been  manifested  to  us  during  the  past  tew 
days.    The  Attorney -General  will  not  give 
me  a  decided  answer ;  but  I  contend  that 
if  we  spend  _;^2o,ooo  on  a  survey  we  should 
be  prepared  to  go  on  with  the  construction 
of  the  line.    If  we  are  not  prepared  to 
construct  the  line,  let  us  save  this  ^^20,003 
to  the  people  of  Australia,  though  I  know 
that  the  line  must  ultimately  be  provided, 
and  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  Com- 
monwealth.  The  policy  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment is  exactly  that  advocated  by  the 
Ministry  to  which  I  belonged ;  the  only  dif- 
ference is  that  the  policy  is  not  now  ad- 
vocated with  the  same  earnestness  or  hon- 
estv.     In  my  opinion  Senator  Symon  yes- 
terday showed  to  greater  disadvantage  than 
he  has  on  any    other    occasion.  Hon- 
orable   senators,      I     have     no  doubt, 
could    bear     testimony     that     the  At- 
torney-General,    I    was    going    to  say, 
conducted  himself  in  a  manner  Phat  hardly 
did  credit  to  his  ability,  and  the  position 
he  occupies  in  the  legal  profession.  How- 
ever that  may  be,  we  have  had  the  policy 
of  the  Government  delivered,  and  that  policy 
will  be  carried  into  effect  if  the  Govern- 
ment can  possibly  do  it.    Up  to  the  pre- 
sent, however,  the  only  object  which  the 
Government  'have  made  manifest   to  the 
people  of  Australia  is    either  that  they 
want  to  "knock  out  "  the  Lalwur  Party,  or 
merely  want  to  get  into  office  themselves. 
They    may    contend    that    the  Labour 
Party  have  been  conducting  themselves  in 
a  manner  'injurious  to  t4ie  country ;  but  I 
contend  that  the  partv  to  which  I  belong 
have  prowd  their  ability  to  carry  on  the 
government    of    the    country    just  as 
efFectivelv    as    has    anv    other  section 
of     Parliament.         Indeed,     fhe  great 
danger   to   the   other   side   was   that  if 
the  Labour  Party  were  allowed  to  remain 
in  office  for  long  the  people  of  Australia 
would  begin  to  realize  that  they  were  a 
proner  people  to  govern.    To-day  the  offi- 
cial organ  of  the  Government,  the  Argus, 
threatens  the  Labour  Party  with  a  dis- 
solution.  We  are  told  that  if  the  Opposi- 
tion do  not  allow  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try to  be  carried  on  in  an  expeditious  man- 
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ner  the  result  will  be  a  dissolution.  Bit 
how,  in  the  name  of  heaven,  can  the  feu 
of  a  dissolution  be  charged  against  aiy 
member  of  the  Labour  Party,  either  tere 
or  in  another  place?  The  Labour  Puty 
have  already  desired  a  dissolution,  so  that 
it  'is  difficult  to  see  how  they  can  be  axraid 
of  such  a  contingency. 

Senator  Dawson. — We  have  to  reoxmber 

the  Queensland  elections. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  Queensland 
elections  have  put  the  fear  of  death  into  a 
great  many  people,  but  I  am  afraid  there 
will  have  to  be  many  similar  exhibitions  of 
the  power  of  the  Labour  Party  before  those 
who  differ  fnxn  us  cease  annoying  a  sec- 
tion of  the  community,  whose  only  aspira- 
tion and  object  is  the  welfare  of  the  coun- 
try. The  Labour  Party  have  no  sel&sh 
motive  to  serve.  They  have  no  other 
business  to  occupy  them — there  is  nothing 
to  induce  them  to  stay  away  fnxn  the  work 
of  Parliament.  They  come  here  and  do  their 
duty,  with  nothing  to  distract  their  atten- 
tion ;  and  the  same  cannot  be  said  of  e^^ery 
other  section  of  Parliament.  It  is  surely 
time  the  people  of  Australia  realized  the 
fact  that  if  they  want  the  country  governed 
well,  the  government  must  be  carried  on  by 
men  whose  best  interests  are  bound  up  in 
the  welfare  of  the  country.  We  have  a 
member  of  another  place  bv  name  of  Grat- 
tan  Wilson,  who,  speaking  in  the  southern 
portion  of  Victoria,  expressed  the  opinicm 
that  those  we  want  in  Parliament  are  men 
who  have  given  evidence  of  their  abilitv  to 
carry  on  their  own  business — men  who  have 
made  names  for  themselves  in  the  commer- 
cial world.  It  almost  makes  rae  shiver 
when  my  memory  turns  over  the  history  of 
Victoria.  The  late  Robert  Reid  was  a 
commercial  magnate,  and  other  business 
men  in  the  public  life  of  Victoria  are  Mr. 
McKenzie,  Mr.  Taverner,  Sir  Alexander 
Peacock,  and  Mr.  Webb,  the  last-menticxied 
of  whom  gave  evidence  befrae  the  Butter 
C(»nmission  the  other  day.  These  were 
commercial  men  of  high  standing.  Do  we 
want  a  few  more  Webbs,  Tavemers, 
McKenzies,  Woods.  Dunns,  Bartarms.  and 
Hopes  in  our  public  life?  The  people  of 
Australia  are  sick  of  such  men,  and  are 
getting  more  disgusted  every  day,  and  the 
result  is  that  the  Labour  Party  will  have 
more  successes  in  Queensland,  Western 
Australia,  and  other  portims  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. The  people  are  filled  with  dis- 
gust at  the  dishonesty  practised  bv  the 
commercialists  we  hear  so  much  about. 
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When  they  send  their  Walpoles,  Siev- 
wrights  and  Hogarths,  round  the  coun- 
try  

Senator  Pearce. — Do  not  forget  Senator 
Dobson. 

Senator  McGREGOR.  —  I  do  not  put 
Senator  Dobson  in  the  same  category  ;  those 
men  are  listened  to,  while  Senator  Dobson 
U  laughed  at.  In  a  very  short  time, 
however,  the  eyes  of  the  people  of  Austra- 
lia will  be  opened,  and  these  men  will  be 
no  longer  listened  to.  It  will  be  the  Tom 
Manns  and  gentlemen  of  that  description 
who  go  out  with  the  gospel  of  truth,  who 
will  gain  th«  ear  of  the  people.  And  when 
people's  minds  are  enlightend,  and  they, 
come  to  realize  the  position  they  occupy 
with  regard  to  the  governing  classes,  they 
will  send  to  Parliament  men  in  whom  they 
have  confidence ;  and  I  am  sure  the  result 
will  be  beneficial  to  the  whole  community. 

Senator  WALKER  (New  South  Wales). 
—I  am  sure  that  we  have  all  listened  to 
Senator  McGregor  with  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  and  amtisement  I  must  thank 
him  for  his  courteous  references  to  myself, 
i  have  already  said  that  I  am  an  inde- 
pendent supporter  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment. I  have  heard  Senator  McGregor 
sfiv  that  none  of  us  are  prepared  to  oppose 
the  compulsbry  provisions  of  the  Concilia- 
tion and  Arbitration  Bill.  It  is  my  intention 
to  oppose  them. 

Senator  Givens. — Will  you  support  the 
Government  f 

Senator  WALKER.— I  will  support 
them  as  far  as  I  agree  with  them.  I  am 
pleased  that  the  Government  intend  to 
work  as  far  as  possible  in  harmony  with 
the  States.  I  have  already  said  in  this 
chamber  that  if  we  have  an  Old  Age 
Pensions  scheme  it  should  be  a  scheme  for 
the  whole  Commonwealth.  Under  the 
New  South  Wales  Act,  deserving  persons 
who  have  been  over  twenty  years  in  Aus- 
tr;tlii,  but  vet  have  not  been  continuously 
resident  in  New  South  Wales,  have  been 
refused  pensions.  That  was  an  injustice, 
but  such  cases  could  only  be  met  by  a 
Commonwealth  measure.  Therefore,  an 
Old-age  Pensions  scheme  to  be  satisfactory 
must  cover  the  whole  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  not  be  applicable  only  to  par- 
ticular States. 

Senator  Givf.ns. — ^Do  you  believe  there 
ought  to  be  old-age  pensions? 

Senator  WALKER. — I  am  inclined  to 
think  there  should  be. 


Senator  Higgs. — But  are  you  aware 
that  the  scheme  will  reduce  the  bank 
dividends? 

Senator  WALKER. — The  honorable 
senator  seems  to  know  a  great  deal  more 
about  some  things  than  the  rest  of  us. 

Senator  Dawson. — Is  the  honorable 
senator  aware  that  that  is  one  of  the  planks 
in  the  platform  of  the  new  union  f 

Senator  WALKER. — I  am  aware  that 
those  ot  us  who  are  not  unionists  have 
greater  freedom  than  our  friends  who 
are. 

Senator  Givens. — Are  not  the  free- 
traders in  union  with  the  protectionists? 

Senator  WALKER. — No;  we  have  sunk 
the  fiscal  issue.  Some  reference  has  been 
made  to  immigration.  We  have  no  con- 
trol over  land  legislation ;  but  there  is  a 
vast  area  available  for  settlement  in  the 
Northern  Territory  of  South  Australia,  and 
I  hope  that  some  system  of  assisted  immi- 
gration will  be  adopted.  That  Northern 
Territory  has  never  had  justice  done  to  it, 
and  I  am  told  by  Senator  Playford  that 
It  is  capable  of  supporting  a  very  large 
ntmiber  of  agriculturists.  But  they  wUl 
renuire  to  have  inducements  to  settle  in  the 
country.  With  regard  to  fiscal  matters,  we 
must  try  to  remember  that  it  has  been  said 
on  verv  high  authority,  "  Blessed  are  the 
peacemakers."  We  wish  to  see  peace  pre- 
vail, that  the  country  may  progress  and 
prosper.  I  cannot  understand  my  free- 
tiade  friends  opposite  entering  into  coali- 
lion  with  the  so-called  Liberal-Protection- 
ists. 

Senator  O'Keefe. — Can  you  understand 
the  other  coalition? 

Senator  WALKER.— Our  party  sink  the 
fiscal  issue.  With  respect  to  the  High 
Commissioner  the  proposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  highly  commendable.  They  intend 
to  confer  with  the  States,  and  to  consult 
their  interests.  In  that  way  it  is  hoped 
that  a  large  expense  will  be  saved.  And 
in  this  connexion  I  am  glad  to  notice  that 
the  Premier  of  New  South  Wales  is  agree- 
able that  the  H^h  iCrunmissioner  shall 
take  up  as  many  as  possible  of  the  duties 
which  now  devolve  upon  the  Agents-Gene- 
ral. 

Senator  Dawson. — Do  you  mean  that  the 
Agent-General  for  each  State  should  be 
abolished  ? 

Senator  WALKER.-  f  think  thai  all 
fxjmmunications  might  go  through  the  High 
Commissioner.  '  He  would  practically  be 
a  joint  Agent -General.  The  States  might 
have  their  own  commercial  representatives. 
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Senator  Peabce. — What  do  you  think  of 
Mr.  Taverner's  idea  of  raising  money  by 
means  of  half-guinea  tickets,  admitting  in- 
vited guests  to  an  entert^nment. 

Senator  WALKER.— I  certainly  think 
that  my  friend  Senator  Pearce  would  be 
much  better  here  supporting  the  Coalition 
Government  than  where  he  is.  Senator 
McGregor  has  referred  to  Mr.  McLean  and 
to  Mr.  Reid  as  the  "  twin  "  Premiers. 

Senator  Dawson. — It  is  very  seldom  that 
twins  live. 

Senator  WALKER.— I  happen  to  have 
twin  sons  of  twenty-three  yeare  of  age,  who 
are  both  alive.  I  think  Senator  McGregor 
was  too  severe  on  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Executive  Council.  The  first  duty  of  the 
Minister  is  to  act  as  Vice-President  of  the 
Executive  Council,  and  I  am  certainly 
very  pleased  to  see  Senator  Drake  in  so 
honorable  a  position.  He  is  a  man  of  modest 
habits.  He  is  one  of  those  who  believe  that 
"  Blessed  are  the  meek/'  and  be  has  ex- 
hibited that  quality. 

Senator  McGregor. — Do  not  hurt  his 
feelings  more. 

Senator  WALKER. — I  think  it  is  a  vir- 
tue. I  wish  we  had  more  of  it.  I  look  on 
my  honorable  friends  opposite  as  the  Aus- 
tralian Tory  Party.  They  are  a  socialistic 
party,  and  their  Socialism  is  of  the  very 
essence  of  Tor\-ism.  We  have  had  it  abun- 
dantly exemplified  by  Mr.  Tom  Mann. 

Senator  Findley. — He  is  doing  immense 
good. 

Senator  WALKER. — He  is  a  demagogue ; 
and  if  there  is  a  dissolution  the  Labour 
Party  will  come  back  very  much  weakened. 
I  have  heard  that  the  Labour  Party  sup- 
ported both  the  Barton  and>  the  Deakin 
Governments,  not  from  any  admiration  of 
them  as  individuals,  but  for  what  they 
could  get  out  of  them.  That  was  sheer 
selfishness.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  Wes- 
tern Australian  railway,  I  have  always  been 
an  advocate  of  it.  I  spoke  of  it  in  days 
gone  by.  I  thought  then  that  we  $hould 
have  a  railway  running  frcxn  cme  end  of 
the  continent  to  the  other,  and  I  even  took 
the  view  that  it  might  be  paid  for  by  land 
grants. 

Senator  Findley. — Or  land  taxes. 

Senator  WALKER. — I  recently  read  in 
a  Sydney  paper  that  some  wiseacre  in  Vic- 
toria had  discovered  a  remarkable  resem- 
blance between  Mr.  Reid  and  Svengali,  and 
had  represented  Mr.  Deakin  as  Trilby. 
There  may  be  truth  in  that;  but  I  have  a 


copy  of  a  letter  in  mv  hand  from  a  gentle- 
man who  has  discovered  that  we  have  here 
a  modem  adaptation  of  the  play  of  Otbelb. 

Senator  McGregor. — Who  is  Desie- 
mona  ? 

Senator  WALKER.— This  gentleman 
finds  that  Mr.  Deakin  is  Othello,  thai  Sir 
William  Lyne  is  lago,  and  that  Mr.  Reid 
is  the  gentle  Desdemona.  So  that  on  one 
side  we  have  Mr.  Reid  compared  to  Sven- 
gali, while  on  the  other  side  he  is  likened  to 
the  gentle  Desdemona.  That  is  a  *'  Yes- 
No"  positicm,  if  you  like.  I  shall  not  further 
occupy  the  time  of  the  Senate.  I  have  not 
departed  from  my  free-trade  principles,  and 
have  no  intention  of  doing  so.  I  shall  op- 
pose compulsory  arbitration,  and  I  think 
honorable  senators  will  find  me  consistent  in 
the  votes  I  give. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  WalesV 
— I  do  not  propose  to  take  up  much  of  the 
time  of  the  Senate,  but  I  should  like  to 
makd  a  few  observations  on  the  remarks  of 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  In  doing  so 
I  shall  endeavour  to  avoid  the  extremely 
regrettable  tone  he  adopted.  With  the  pre- 
vious speaker,  I  deplore  his  references  to 
the  Vice-Pre!sident  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil. There  is  no  rule,  either  in  the 
Federal  or  the  States  Parliaments,  which 
would  necessarily  make  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council  the  lea'der  of  the 
Upper  House.  There  is  no  honorable 
gentlan^m  who  would  not  be  proud  to  ser^-e 
under  the  leadership  of  Senator  Synxin. 
and  there  was  no  other  position  which 
Senator  Drake  could  take. 

Senator  McGregor. — Could  he  not  have 
been  Attorney -Genera I,  as  he  was  before? 

Senator  MILLEN. — The  honorable 
senator  forces  me  to  institute  a  personal 
comparison,  which  I  did  not  desire  to  do. 
He  has  admitted  that  the  natural  lea'der 
was  Senator  Symon,  under  whom  any  hon- 
orable senatOT  would  be  proud  to  sene. 
I  wish  to  pass  on  to  the  observaticm  of 
Senator  McGregor  dealing  with  the  policy 
of  the  Government.  I  was  struck  in  lis- 
tening to  his  wholesale  denunciations,  by 
the  strange  mixture  of  questionable  sin- 
cerity and  extravagant  modesty  which 
marked  them.  If  this  is  the  programme 
of  the  two  last  Governments,  the  charge 
must  reflett  on  his  own  party.  He  says 
that  the  Government  have  stolen  their 
polic}'. 

Senator  McGregor. — ^They  are  not 
sincere. 
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Senator  MILLEN. — I  resent  the  arro- 
gance of  the  members  of  the  Labour  Party, 
who.  on  the  public  platform,  and  in  every 
public  discussiwi,  claim  that  they  alone 
possess  the  virtues  of  truth  and  rectitude. 
I  am  going  to  test  them.  But  I  must  go 
back.  I  was  referring  to  the  contra<liction 
in  the  attitude  of  honorable  senators  opposite 
to  the  programme  of  the  Government  His 
criticisms  on  the  coalition  came  rather 
strangely  from  a  gentleman  who  is  a  mem- 
ber of  a  party  which  has  entered  into  an 
aliiance  of  another  kind.  I  hardly  know 
what  name  to  give  it.  I  can  only  describe 
it  as  the  Isaacs-Watson-Lyne-Mauger  com- 
bination. But  there  it  is,  and  it  points  to 
the  fact  that  two  other  sections  in  politics 
have  found  it  necessary,  in  order  to  serve 
purposes  they  have  in  common,  to  agree  to 
joint  action. 

Senator  Givens. — We  have  not  been  dia- 
metrically opposed  to  each  other. 

Senator  MILLEN.— Has  not  Senator 
Pearce  been  diametrically  opposed  to  Mr. 
Mauger. 

Senator  Pearce. — Only  on  one  question. 
Are  Senator  Drake  and  the  hcxiorable  sena- 
tor in  agreement  an  the  kanaka  questi(Xi, 

now  ? 

Senator  MILLEN.— Is  the  honorable 
senator  in  agreement  with  Sir  William  Lyne 
on  every  question  now  ? 

Senator  Pearce. — I  am  in  agreement 
with  him  on  that  question,  at  any  rate. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  understand  that 
the  honorable  senator  is  in  agreement  with 
Sir  William  Lyne  on  certain  questions,  and 
I  submit  that  every  honorable  senator  who 
supports  the  Government  is  equally  in  agree- 
ment with  the  principles  which  they  are 
prepared  to  support.  I  am  not  swallowing 
the  whole  of  the  programme  of  this  Govern- 
ment. I  do  not  suppose  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  insult  me  by  telling  me  that  they 
expect  me  to  accept  the  whole  programme, 
but  I  hold  that  every  man  in  public  life — 
either  here  or  in  the  other  House — is  called 
upon  to  take  the  programmes  of  the  two 
parties,  and  the  two  different  lines  of  ad- 
mini  strp.ti  on,  not  in  detail,  but  in  the  whole, 
and  say  which  of  them  represent  most 
clearly  that  line  of  public  ccHiduct  whrch  he 
thinks  he  ought  to  support 

Senator  Pearce. — I  do  not  object  to  the 
coalition;  I  am  rather  pleased  that  it  has 
been  brought  about. 


Senator  MILLEN. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor takes  a  strange  way  to  show  his  plea- 
sure. 1  am  also  glad  that  these  scattered  rem- 
nants have  come  together,  because  I  think 
that  the  sooner  we  get  to  a  straight-out  fight, 
not  only  in  the  Parliament,  but  before  the 
constituencies,  between  the  Socialistic  Party 
and  the  party  which  stands  for  a  measure 
of  individual  liberty,  the  better  it  will  be 
for  the  purification  of  public  life. 

Senator  Givens. — The  liberty  which  the 
honorable  senator  is  in  favour  of  is  the 
liberty  to  starve. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  have  no  time  to 
answer  an  interjection  of  that  character. 
It  is  utterly  absurd  to  say  that  any  one 
here  wishes  any  person  to  starve.  Birt 
may  I  ask  how  the  honorable  senator  pro- 
poses to  feed  the  people  ?  Is  it  by  a  fiscal 
law?  And,  if  it  is,  will  Senator  Pearce 
agree  with  that  view?  However,  I  do 
not' wish  to  be  drawn  off  in  that  way.  I 
desire  fo  ask  the  Labour  Partv  if  Senator 
McGregor  has  stated  the  whole  of  their 
programme  ? 

Senator  McGregor. — Yes,  every  bit  of 

it. 

Senator  MILLEN.— Is  the  final  goal  of 
the  Labour  Party — its  ideals  and  aspira- 
tions— summed  up  in  that  milk-and-water 
programme  which  the  honorable  senator  has 
outlined  this  afternoon? 

Senator  "McGregor.  —  No;  that  is  our 
programme  for  this  Parliament. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  take  that  reply  to 
mean  that  once  the  Labour  Party  is  placed 
in  a  position  of  power,  and  has  carried  out 
the  legislation  which  is  now  offered  to  us, 
it  has  in  reserve  a  larger  instalment  of  what 
its  leader  here  is  pleased  to  call  progressive 
measures?  I  am  not  quarrelling  with  the 
members  of  the  Labour  Party  for  enter- 
taining diese  views,  but  I  wish  to  see 
clearly  before  me  exactly  what  road  I  am 
asked  to  travel.  I  think  that  honorable 
senators  who  come  here  with  this  modest 
innocently  phrased  programme  ought  in  all 
fairness  to  tell,  not  only  me  but  every  elec- 
tor in  the  Commonwealth,  exactly  where 
they  intend  to  go,  what  their  ultimate  goal 
is.    Have  they  done  so  to-day  ? 

Senator  McGregor. — That  is  right.  We 
know  no  more  at  present. 

Senator  MILLEN. — From  his  public  ut- 
terances and  those  of  his  colleagues,  I  can 
tell  the  honorable  senator  where  he  is  go- 
ing. There  is  one  member  of  the  Labour 
Party   here  who  has  never  refrained,  by 
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interjection  and  otherwise,  from  stating  with 
the  utmost  candour  what  his  aspirations  are, 
and  that  is  Senator  Findley. 

Senator  Findley. — Hear,  hear.  We  are 
on  the  road  to  Beulah  I 

Senator  MILLEN. — So  far  as  I  am 
aware,  the  honorable  senator  has  never 
minced  his  words  in  stating  what  his  aspira- 
tions are.  What  I  understand  as  really  the 
aspiration  of  the  Labour  Party  is  the  con- 
trol of  collective  industry  by  the  State.  Is 
there  a  line  in  this  modest  programme  to 
suggest  that  if  power  be  placed  in  their 
hands  they  ultimately  intend  to  lead  us  into 
a  state  in  which  not  a  few  monopolies,  but 
all  the  industries  are  to  be  controlled  by  the 
Government?  So  far  as  the  programme 
outlined  by  the  late  Government  is  con- 
cerned, it  ointained  very  little  to  which  I 
think  any  honorable  senator  would  object. 
But  when  I  know,  as  honorable  senators 
cannot  deny,  that  their  intention,  if  they 
once  acquire  permanent  power,  is  to  hurry 
us  not  merely  from  this  little  instalment  of 
legislation,  but  to  ^  condition  in  which  all 
industry  is  to  be  controlled  by  the  State, 
then  I  submit  that  it  is  time  for  me,  as  far 
as  I  can,  by  my  individual  vote,  to  prevent 
them  from  getting  into  a  position  which 
would  enable  them  to  give  effect  to  that 
policy. 

Senator  Higgs. — But  the  honorable  sen- 
ator knows  that  they  would  have  to  ask  the 
people  first,  and  that  they  would  ?ppe;il  to 
them. 

Senator  MILLEN.— Of  course  they 
would  appeal  to  fhe  people,  but  does  the 
honorable  senator  think  that  I  am  so  inno- 
cent of  political  ways  as  not  to  know  that  the 
l(»iger  they  were  in  power  the  more  they 
would  strengthen'  their  position?  For  that 
very  reason  I  am  not  going  to  place  those 
who  hold  views,  which  I  regard  as  injurious 
to  the  country,  in  a  position  to  give  greater 
effect  to  them.  What  battle,  political,  or 
otherwise,  could  be  fought  in  that  way? 

Senator  Pearce. — None. 

Senator  MILLEN.— That  reply  is  a 
complete  answer  to  the  interjection. 

Senator  Pearce. — We  could  only  do  it 
with  the  good  will  of  the  people. 

Senator  MILLEN. — From  the  interjec- 
tions which  have  been  made  during  my 
speech.  I  think  I  am  justified  in  affirming 
that  the  progranune  now  put  forward  by 
the  Labour  Party  is  a  two-faced  one — ^the 
face  presented  to  us  is  this  motlest  pro- 
gramme, but  the  other  face  held  up  to 
members  of  labour  leagues  and  to  unions, 


to  the  great  mass  of  those  who  support  the 
Labour  Party  is  a  long  line  of  socialistic 
measures,  which  are  promised  if  only  they 
can  obtain  power. 

Senator  Pearce. — No ;  we  were  elected 
on  those  seven  planks. 

Senator  MILLEN. — Yes;  but  the  hon- 
orable senator  admits  that  that  is  not  the 
final  goal  of  the  Labour  Party.  Does  not 
every  issue  of  their  journal,  does  not 
everv  utterance  of  their  public  men,  point 
to  the  fact  that  their  aspiration  is  Social- 
ism? And  if  that  is  so^  why  do  they 
deny  it? 

Senator  Pearce. — Vve  do  not  denv  it. 

Senator  MILLEN.— That  is  a  candid 
and  honest  statement.  The  honorable 
senator  does  not  deny  that  the  ultimate 
aspiration  of  the  Labour  Party  is  Social- 
ism. I  should  regard  a  socialistic  Suie, 
in  which  enterprise,  industry,  and  produc- 
tion are  to  be  under  the  control  of  the  Go- 
venmient,  as  not  only  a  disaster  in  itself, 
but  as  bound  to  end  in  national  ruin. 

Senator  Findley. — It  does  not  do  that 
in  New  South  Wales,  where  the  Govern- 
ment run  clothing  factories,  railways,  and 
other  things. 

Senator  MILLEN.— That  being  so,  I 
cannot  understand  why  the  Labour  Party 
should  get  angry  when  it  is  suggested  that 
they  are  a  socialistic  party. 

Senator  de  Largie. — Not  at  all. 

Senator  MILLEN. — When  I  make  this 
affirmation  they  fall  back  on  the  seven 
planks.  I  ask  them  again  whether  those 
seven  planks  represent  the  cause  of  the  be- 
ing of  the  Labour  Party,  or  whether,  as 
has  been  a'dmitted  by  one  of  them,  their 
ultimate  object  is  Socialism. 

Senator  Pearce. — For  this  Parliament 
the  seven  planks. 

Senator  MILLEN. — And  when  the  time 
is  opportune.  Socialism. 

Senator  Dawson. — Cannot  the  honor- 
able sehator  understand  that  there  are  two 
programmes  ? 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  have  just  said 
that  there  are  two  programmes  —  one  for 
the  Senate,  and  one  for  the  people. 

Senator  Dawson. — Na  Ch«*  is  imme- 
diate, and  the  other  is  ultimate.  We  have 
taken  the  public  into  our  confidence  about 
the  ultimate  goal  of  the  party. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  think  that  the 
honorable  senator  is  not  doing  himself  full 
justice.  I  believe  that  the  Labour  Party 
took  the  people  further  into  their  ccmfi- 
dence  than  that,  and  that  they  obtained  a 
very  large  number  of  votes  cm  a  pnnnise 
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lhat  when  they  secured  power  they  would 
bring  in  a  larger  instalment  of  socialistic 
legislation  t4ian  is  contained  in  this  pro- 
gramme: 

Senator  Dawson. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor has  no  warrant  for  that  statement 

Senator  Givens. — The  people  approved 
of  o'.ir  policy. 

Senator  MILLEN. — If  the  people  ap- 
proved of  it,  there  is  nothing  more  to  be 
said,  but  it  is  not  contained  in  this  pro- 
gramme. It  is  my  duty  to  oppose  a  policy 
which  I  consider  would  be  disastrous. 

Senator  Peabce. — We  are  not  misleading 
the  people. 

Senator  MILLEN. — No,  but  the  Labour 
Party  are  trying  to  mislead  us. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  honorable  senator 
said  that  we  are  keeping  one  face  away 
from  the  people. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  wish  to  point  out 
rae  or  two  differences  between  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  present  Government  and  that 
of  the  last  Ministry.  Senator  McGregor 
spoke  about  the  Immigration  Restriction 
Act,  and  said  that,  notwithstanding  all  the 
denunciations  with  reference  to  the  Stelling 
case,  there  was  no  word  of  repealing  that 
legislation.  That  is  quite  true,  but,  so  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  the  denunciations  with 
reference  to  that  case  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Act,  but  with  the  administration 
of  its  provisions.  If,  under  this  or  any 
other  Go\*emment,  a  similar  public  scandal 
happened,  I  should  taie  up  an  exactly  simi- 
lar attitude.  The  man  was  set  at  liberty, 
and  nothing  more  was  done  with  him.  No 
stronger  proof  that  a  wrong  had  been  done 
could  be  had  than  the  fact  that  the  prison 
doors  were  thrown  open  before  the  sentence 
was  served,  and  the  man  was  allowed  lo  go 
free.  That  is  the  only  remark  I  desire  to 
make  on  that  point. 

Senator  Pearce. — How  about  the  six 
hatters  ?  Has  the  honwable  senator  parted 
with  them? 

Senator  MILLEN.— No.  Surely  the 
honorable  senator  does  not  want  me  to  deal 
with  all  these  public  scandals.  I  do  not 
wish  to  discuss  now  the  case  of  the  six 
hatters,  or  the  way  in  which  labour  mem- 
bers got  hold  of  their  papers. 

Senator  Dawson. — I  rise  to  order.  The 
honorable  senator  has  made  a  suggestion 
about  the  way  in  which  members  of  the 
Labour  Party  got  hold  of  certain  papers, 
and  I  wish  to  know  if  the  insinuation  is  in 
order. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  do  not  under- 
stand what  the  insinuation  is. 


Senator  MILLEN. — I  may  set  the  mat- 
ter at  rest  by  saying  that  I  did  not  refer 
to  members  of  the  Labour  Party,  but  to 
members  of  labour  organizations. 

Senator  Dawson. — Wili  the  honorable 
senator  give  the  names? 

Senator  MILLEN. — The  honorable  sen- 
ator knows  perfectly  well  the  names  of  the 
men  who. got  possession  of  the  papers  and 
communicated  with  the  public  office. 

Senator  Dawson. — I  do  not,  and  the 
honorable  senator  has  no  right  to  make  an 
insinuation  of  that  sort. 

Senator  MILLEN. — It  is  not  an  insinua- 
tion, but  an  affirmation. 

Senator  Dawson. — Will  the  honorable 
senator  name  the  persons  whom  he  accuses 
of  doing  this  thing? 

Senator  MILLEN. — Not  even  to  oblige 
the  honorable  senator,  who  knows  perfectly 
well  that  the  papers  were  obtained  and  held 
by  some  officials  of  the  imion. 

Senator  Dawson. — I  do  not  know  any- 
thing of  the  kind. 

Senator  MILLEN.— The  honorable  sena- 
tor is  less  informed  than  I  thought  he  was. 
Senator  McGregor  would  have  us  believe 
that,  inasmuch  as  the  Conciliation  and  Ar- 
bitration Bill  of  the  late  Government  has 
been  adopted  by  the  present  Govenmient, 
there  is  no  difference  of  programme  in  that 
regard.  But  the  fact  that  the  late  Govern- 
ment went  out  on  an  amendment  which  was 
mox-ed  to  that  Bill  shows  at  once  that  there 
is  a  vital  difference  in  programme  between 
the  two  parties.  The  late  Government  made 
that  difference  between  the  >two  parties 
vital ;  they  accepted  it  as  their  battle 
ground. 

Senator  Pearce.— They  did  not  accept 
the  question  of  reccmmittal  as  their  battle 
ground. 

Senator  MILLEN. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor knows  that  that  was  done  in  order  to 
have  only  one  fight  instead  of  two.  Hav- 
ing made  the  question  of  preference  to 
unionists  ntal,  the  members  of  the  late 
Government  cannot  turn  round  now,  and 
say  that  there  is  no  difference  between  their 
measure  and  that  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment. The  nationalization  of  monopolies 
is  another  plank  in  the  platform  of  the 
Labour  Party.  I  should  like  to  know 
what  it  means.  I  should  have  been  better 
pleased  if  Senator  McGregor,  instead  of 
affirming  that  no  honorable  senator  would 
object  to  the  nationalization  of  a  monopoly 
had  stated  in  detail  what  it  is  that  his 
party  wants.  Honorable  senators  are  well 
aware  that  the  Senate  has  been  Invited  and 
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has  carried  resolutions  affirming  the  desir- 
ability of  having  a  national  tc^acco  mono- 
poly. I  am  utterly  opposed  to  the  pro- 
posal, for  I  can  conceive  of  no  monopoly 
in  an  industry  of  that  kind.  Then  we  have 
had  the  nationalizaticm  of  the  iron  industry 
advocated. 

Senator  Pearce. — Does  not  the  honor- 
able senator  think  that  there  is  a  monopoly 
in  the  tobacco  industry  ? 

Senator  MILLEN. — If  there  is,  I  do 
not  think  that  the  Labour  Party  will  im- 
prove matters  by  handing  over  the  industry 
to  the  Government. 

Senator  Findley. — It  has  been  done  in 
France. 

Senator  MILLEN. — If  the  honorable 
senator  were  there  he  would  give  up  smok- 
ing for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

Senator  Findley. — The  French  people 
do  not  give  up  smoking. 

Senator  MILLEN. — This  innocent-look- 
ing phrase — national izaticm  of  monopolies 
— covers  the  chief  objection  which  I  have 
to  the  policy  of  my  honorable  friends  op- 
posite. They  stand  for  collective  effort 
— for  Socialism,  for  State  control — while  I 
stand  for  individual  liberty.  That  marks 
a  broad  line  of  cleavage  between  us. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  honorable  senator 
stands  for  the  butter  agents,  whereas  we 
stand  for  Government  action. 

Senator  MILLEN. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor does  not  believe  that  for  a  moment ;  but 
if  he  does  believe  it,  let  me  give  an  instanri 
of  absolute  waste  and  corruption  under  Go- 
vernment management.  Take  the  state  of 
things  existing  in  Russia.  There  we  have 
something  near  to  Socialism  in  the  sense 
that  in  Russia  the  State  does  nearly  ever>'- 
thing. 

Senator  Findley. — I  thought  that  was 

despotism. 

Senator  MILLEN. — But  you  may  have  a 
despotic  state  of  Socialism  as  well  as  a 
democratic  state  of  Socialism.  Honorable 
senators  opposite  surely  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  it  is  impossible  to  have  a  condition 
of  corruption  under  Socialism.  Corruption 
does  not  depend  upon  whether  a  State 
is  individualistic  or  socialistic,  but  upon 
whether  the  administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  pure.  I  was  about  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  a  remarkable  omission  from  the 
programme  of  the  Labour  Party,  as  laid 
down  by  Senator  McGregor,  and  which 
marks  another  point  of  difference  between 
myself  and  his  party.  It  is  strange  that 
in  explaining  that  programme  the  hon- 
orable   senator    made     no     allusion  to 


the  plank  which  has  reference  to 
the  Banking  Bill.  That  is  another 
point  upon  which  I  fall  out  with  honorable 
senators  opposite.  I  decline  to  support 
any  legislation  that  is  in  the  nature  of  an 
enforced  loan  from  private  individuals.  I 
expected  that  the  late  Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council  would  ex- 
plain the  attitude  of  his  party  towards 
that  portion  of  their  policy,  but  be 
dropped  it  out  of  sight,  probably 
finding  it  most  convenient  to  do  so. 
The  honorable  senator  glanced  away  from 
another  point  in  the  programme  of  his  party 
when  he  spoke  oi  the  Navigation  Bill.  He 
tried  to  make  it  appear  that  because  the  pre- 
sent Government  have  approved  of  the  Royal 
Commission  that  has  been  appointed,  there- 
fore the  policy  of  the  late  Government  and 
that  of  the  present  Government  were  in  com- 
mon in  that  respect.  I  do  not  know  that 
the  present  Government  has  made  a  dec- 
laration of  policy  regarding  the  Navigatiwi 
Bill ;  but  the  fact  that  they  have  not  aiSspted 
the  policy  which  I  know  to  have  been  es- 
poused by  members  of  the  Labour  Party 
furnishes  me  with  another  reason  why,  until 
the  present  Government  have  declared  their 
policy  on  that  subject,  I  am  bound  to  take 
my  place  on  this  side  of  the  chamber. 

Senator  Dawson. — Does  the  hcMwrable 
senator  mean  to  say  that  the  present  Go- 
vernment has  no  policv  on  the  Navigation 
Bill? 

Senator  MILLEN. — So  far  as  .  I  am 
aware,  the  only  declaration  of  polic}-  which 
has  been  made  by  the  Government 
is  rhat  they  will  await  the  result  of 
the  Royal  Commission  before  dealing  with 
the  subject.  But  that  statement  caruiot 
be  interpreted  as  meaning  an  acceptance  by 
the  Government  of  the  policy  of  its  prede- 
cessors. 

Senator  Dawson. — Surely  th^  is  an  ad- 
option of  the  method  of  the  last  Govern- 
ment ? 

Senator  MILLEN. — The  present  Govern- 
ment is  pursuing  the  inquiry  that  the  late 
Government  inaugurated,  but  has  not  an- 
nounced its  policy.    The  late  Government 

announced  its  policy  with  regard  to  certain 
clauses  of  the  Bill,  but  the  present  Govern- 
ment has  not  done  so. 

Senator  Dawson. — Because  they  have  no 

policy. 

Senator  MILLEN.  —  Probably  the 
report  of  the  Royal  Commission  may  help 
them  to  frame  one.  I  now  come  to  the  qiKs- 
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tion  of  the  caucus.  Senator  McGregor  has 
affirmed  that  really  there  is  no  difference 
between  the  caucus — the  name  by  which  the 
meetings  of  the  Labour  Party  are  known — 
and  the  ordinary  meetings  of  any  other  poli- 
tical party  in  this  country.  I  admit  at  once 
that  he  made  out  a  very  good  case  fnxn 
his  point  of  view.  But  he  spoilt  it  by 
another  remark.  While  affirming  that 
there  was  no  difference  between  the  caucus 
of  the  Labour  Party  and  the  ordinary  meet- 
ings of  any  other  political  party,  he  also 
said,  "  The  only  thing  that  is  troubling  other 
parties  is  that  they  cannot  imitate  it"  If 
we  have  the  same  system  as  his  party  has, 
we  need  not  be  troubled  because  we  cannot 
imitate  iL  If  it  be  true  that  we  are  troubled 
because  we  cannot  imitate  the  caucus  of  the 
Labour  Party,  Senator  McGregor  ■showed  at 
once  that  there  is  a  marked  difference  between 
our  methods  and  the  methods  which  we  can- 
not imitate.  There  is  another  point.  There 
is  a  difference — let  honorable  members  oppo- 
site deny  it  as  much  as  they  will — between 
the  methods  of  the  Labour  Party  and  the 
methods  of  other  parties  at  their  ordinary 
meetings 

Senator  McGregor. — The  other  parties 
are  trying  to  imitate  our  methods,  and  can- 
not 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  sinceiely  hope  that 
the  party  to  which  I  belong,  if  it  does  make 
an  effort  to  introduce  into  this  country 
machine  politics,  will  absolutely  fail.  From 
what  we  know  of  the  machine,  as  it  exists  in 
America,  I  trust  that  no  other  party  will 
succeed  in  introducing  it. 

Senator  Guthrie. — Is  not  the  machine  in 
America  controlled  by  a  one-man  boss? 

Senator  MILLEN. — Yes;  and  the  honor- 
able member's  party  is  rapidly  leading  to 
that  position.  I  do  not  blame  the  man  who 
controls  the  machine,  when,  having  a  fibrous 
intellect,  he  comes  along  and  makes  himself 
master  of  his  party.  It  is  the  sys- 
tem that  I  find  'fault  with.  That 
is  what  has  always  happened  in  political 
affairs  whm  the  machine  has  been  estab- 
lished. I  h^ve  spoken  l<»iger  than  I 
intended  to  do,  led  oi  by  a  fire  of  inter- 
jections. I  desire  to  say  only  a  word  or 
two  in  conclusion.  Senator  ^^cG^egor  has 
contended  that  there  is  virtually  no  differ- 
ence between  the  policy  of  his  party  and 
that  of  the  present  Government.  I  have  risen 
to  show  as  far  as  I  can  what  to  my  mind 
makes  the  broad  difference  between  honor- 
able members  on  the  one  side  and  on  the 
other.  That  difference  is  that  on  the  one 
side  there  is  a  distinct  desire  to  advance  I 


steadily  in  a  direction  the  goal  of  which 
must  be  Socialism ;  whereas,  on  the  side 
upon  which  I  take  my  stand  there  is  a  be- 
lief that  only  by  means  of  reascmable  mea- 
sures can  we  expect  to  obtain  improvements 
and  to  prcxnote  a  state  of  prosperity  that 
will  become  permanent. 

Senator  PEARCE  (Western  Australia). 
— I  think  we  can  say  that  whilst  Senator 
Millen  in  his  usual  vigorous  style  has  at- 
tacked the  party  to  which  I  belong  he  has 
refrained  from  personalities ;  and  I  hope 
that  in  any  remarks  which  I  may  have  to 
make  in  following  him  I  may  also  achieve 
that  end.  I  think  that  we  can  differ  with  re- 
spect to  the  policies  of  the  various  parties 
that  are  represented  in  this  Parliament  with- 
out indulging  in  pers<malities  towards  those 
who  represent  exposing  parties.  I  wish 
to  say  in  reference  to  Senator  Millen's  de- 
fence of  the  positicm  of  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council  in  this  chamber 
that  the  only  thing  that  struck  me  forcibly 
in  his  remarks  was  this:  I  wondered  that 
Senator  Millen  did  not  on  this  occasion 
give  voice  to  the  A'ery  vigoious  protest 
which  he  has  expressed  cm  other  occasions 
with  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  present  Go- 
vernment have  again  followed  the  pemi-. 
cious  example  of  other  Governments  in  ap- 
pointing only  two  Ministers  in  the  Senate. 

Senator  Drake.— That  example  was  also 
followed  by  the  late  Government. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Yes,  and  Senator 
Millen  vigorously  denounced  them  for  hav- 
ing appointed  only  two  Ministers  in  the 
Senate. 

Senator  Drake, — The  late  Government 
helped  to  stereotype  the  rule. 

Senator  PEARCE. — But  I  am  surprised 
to  find  that  on  the  present  occasiwi  Senator 
Millen  has  said  nothing  on  the  subject. 
That  is  only  another  proof  of  the  party 
loyalty  which  affects  honorable  senators 
opposite,  and  the  absolute  way  in  whidi 
their  leaders  compel  them  to  keep  silencd 
where  they  would  like  to  voice  their  dis- 
satisfacti(xi. 

Senator  Drake. — ^The  honorable  senator 
spoke  against  the  Deakin  Government  on 
that  point. 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  also  expressed 
the  same  opinion  in  regard  to  the  late  Go- 
vernment. I  said  that  I  thought  they  had 
made  a  mistake.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
only  way  effectively  to  protest  in  this  mat- 
ter is  that  when,  as  is  now  the  case,  there 
is  a  powerful  Opposition  in  the  Senate, 
that  Oppositi(X)  should  use  its  power  in 
such  a  way  as  to  induce  the  Government 
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to  realize  that  it  is  necessary  to  appoint 
another  Afinister  in  the  Senate.  That  is 
the  only  way  to  make  our  protests  effectual. 
I  do  not  complain  or  cavil  that  a  Coalition 
Government  has  been  formed.  I  am  rather 
pleased  to  see  it.  I  certainly  cavil  at  the 
nature  of  the  actions  which  led  to  the 
formation  of  the  coalition.  But  that  is  the 
only  part  of  the  business  to  be  ashamed  of. 
Every  earnest  student  of  reform  should 
rejoice  to  see  that  a  Coalititm  Govern- 
ment has  been  formed,  because  it 
brings  into  Federal  politics  a  new 
line  of  cleavage — a  line  differing  alto- 
gether from  that  which  has  existed  in  our 
States  Parliam^ts,  and  in  the  Common- 
wealth Parliament,  in  the  past.  It  gets 
rid  of  the  old  line  of  cleavage  between  free- 
trade  and  protection.  We  now  have  a 
clear  line  between  those  who  favour  col- 
lective effort  in  the  public  interest,  and 
those  who  are  in  favour  of  individual  effort 
for  individual  self-aggrandizement.  The 
Labour  Party  ought  to  be  the  last 
of  all  parties  to  object  to  that 
new  line  of  demarcation.  The  sooner 
that  line  is  accentuated,  the  better  for 
us.  The  recent  new  movements  in 
Federal  politics  have  accentuated  that  line 
of  demarcation,  and  have  emphasized  the 
fact  that  the  real  issue  is  between  the  re- 
spective parties  which  I  ha^e  mentioned. 
In  the  past,  in  my  opinion,  the  importance 
of  the  question  of  free-trade  and  protection 
was  very  much  exaggerated.  It  was  time 
that  it  was  relegated  to  the  back-ground. 
Senator  Millen,  in  criticising  the  Opposition, 
wanted  to  know  whether  we  deny  that  our 
programme  is  in  a  socialistic  directi(»i.  No 
member  of  the  Labour  Party  will  deny  that. 
We  admit  that  our  programme  is  in  a  social- 
istic direction.  But  because  that  is  so,  we 
do  not  admit  that  it  naturally  commits  us  to 
immediate  Socialism.  It  is  just  as  unrea- 
sonable for  Senator  Millen  to  say  that  the 
policy  of  the  Labour  Party  commits  us  to 
immediate  Socialism,  because  some  Socialists 
are  extreme  in  their  opinions,  as  it  would  be 
for  me  to  say  that  because  Senator  Millen 
is  supporting  a  reactionary  Government, 
therefore  he  is  in  favour  of  a  complete  re- 
action to  barbarism.  There  are  those  who 
sit  alongside  Senator  Millen  who  are  op- 
posed to  practically  all  measures  which  are 
introduced  into  the  Federal  Parliament. 
Those  people  would,  if  they  could,  push  our 
progress  back  a  few  years.  But  it  would 
not.  therefore,  be  fair  to  say  of  Senator 
Xillen  and  his  .issociates,  that  the  majority 
of  them  are  in  favour  of  pushing  our  poli- 
Senaior  Pearce. 


tics  back  to  a  state  of  barbarism.  While 
Socialism  may  be  our  ultimate  goal,  I  think 
that  a  good  deal  of  misapprehension  is 
created  in  the  minds  of  people,  and,  per- 
haps, also,  in  the  minds  of  politicians  in  re- 
gard to  it ;  though  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  believe  that  politicians  are  usually  Iwl 
astray  in  reference  to  these  matters.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  we  are  all  more  or 
less  Socialists  nowadays.  To  a  greater  or 
lesser  degree  there  is  scarcely  a  business 
man  or  a  member  of  the  Employers'  Federa- 
tion who  is  not  to  some  extent  a  believer  in 
Socialism,  or  who  is  not  prepared  in  some 
degree  to  regard  the  State  as  a  socialistic 
entity,  to  increase  or  to  advantage  his  pai- 
ticular  interests.  Wherever  that  can  be 
done  he  is  quite  prepared  to  enter  into 
socialistic-  schemes.  It  ill  becomes  these 
gentl«nen  to  condemn  all  forms  of  Social- 
ism, when  they  are  prepared  to  take  advan- 
tage of  them  when  it  suits  their  own  inte- 
rests. The  attitude  of  the  Labour  Party  is 
that,  where  any  industry  becomes  a  mono- 
poly, which,  to  the  injury  of  the  com- 
munity, is  being  used  to  the  advantage  of  a 
few,  we  should  make  it  an  industry  owned 
and  controlled  by  the  people.  That  is  the 
interpretaticm  which  we  put  upm  our  pro- 
gramme in  this  respect.  We  have  not  at- 
tempted to  deceive  the  people.  We  have 
plainly  told  them  what  our  opinions 
are.  We  did  not  reach  the  Treasray 
benches  or  attain  to  our  present  strength 
by  any  subterfuge  or  any  deceit, 
but  bv  the  goodwill  and  the  votes  of  the 
people  of  Australia.  Therefore,  it  is  idle 
to  obiect  to  our  presence  here  unless  it  can 
b(>  shown  that  it  is  likely  to  lead  to  some 
injury. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — I  did  not 
understand  Senator  Millen  to  raise  that  ch- 

jection. 

Senator  PEARCE.  —  The  tone  of  his 
speech  to  my  mind  indicated  that  objectiwi. 
The  honorable  senator  also  said  that 
the  late  Government,  of  which  Senator 
McGregor  was  a  member,  made  the 
preference  clause  of  the  Arbitration  Bill 
vital.  The  late  Government  were  prepared 
to  do  that,  but  the  members  of  the  present 
Government  did  not  give  them  an  oppor- 
tunity to  do  so,  and  took  the  business  of 
the  country  out  of  the  hands  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment, who,  having  some  respect  for 
their  political  iconsciences,  resigned.  I 
wish  to  say,  as  an  intimation  to  the  pre- 
sent Government,  that  so  far  as  T 
am    concerned,     I    believe    that  the 
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preference  clause,  without  the  amend- 
ment which  was  moved  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  present  Ministry,  is  absolutely 
vital — that  without  such  a  clause  we  might 
as  well  be  without  an  Arbitration  Act.  If 
the  Government  believe  in  arbitration — un- 
less they  are  going  to  bring  in  a  Bill  which 
will  take  away  from  the  workers  of  Aus- 
tralia the  right  to  strike,  or  the  right  to  take 
their  Gises  to  &n  impartial  tribunal — they 
must  insert  a  preference  clause  without  the 
so-called  McCay  amoidment.  I  only  hope 
that  when  the  Bill  Is  introduced  here  we 
shall  see  that  when  it  leaves  the  chamber 
it  is  a  measure  just  to  the  trades  unions  of 
Australia.  I  was  surprised  to  hear  Senator 
Millen  refer  to  what  he  called  the  enforced 
loans  which  Mr.  Watson  foreshadowed 
when  referring  to  the  Banking  Bill. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  term  "  enforced 
loans  "  )s  a  proper  one  to  use,  but  in  any 
case  I  should  like  to  a^  whether  Senator 
Millen  was  not  a  member  of  the  Legislative 
Council  of  New  South  Wales  at  the  time 
when  the  private  enterprise  banks  of  Aus- 
tralia took  a  forced  loan  from  the  people 
who  had  in  good  faith  deposited  money  in 
those  institutions?  The  banks  at  that  time 
took  a  forced  loan  on  which  they  never  paid 
any  interest,  and,  in  some  instances,  have 
not  yet  repaid  the  principal.  Senator  Mil- 
len objects  to  the  Government  taking  what 
he  calls  a  forced  loan,  though  it  ought  to  be 
remembered  that  the  Government  would  pay 
both  interest  and  principal,  and  safeguard 
the  credit  of  the  banks.  Why  did  not  Sen- 
ator Millen,  in  1893,  endeavour  to  bring 
about  such  legislation  in  New  South  Wales 
as  would  prevent  the  spoliation  of  private  in- 
dividuals bv  the  private  enterprise  banks  ? 
Then  we  find  Senator  Millen  objecting  to 
the  political  machine.  Just  fancy  a  member 
of  the  free-trade  delegation  from  New  South 
Wales  objecting  to  machine  politics  !  Why, 
if  there  was  any  example  of  the  working  of 
a  machine  in  Federal  politics  in  Australia, 
it  was  the  return  of  the  free-trade  senator.<! 
from  that  State. 

Senator  Gray. — Absolutely,  no. 

Senator  PEARCE.— It  was  absolutely  the 
most  perfect  example  of  machine  politics  in 
Australia. 

Senator  Gray. — In  what  respect? 

Senator  PEARCE. — The  election  was 
run  on  a  ticket  not  chosen  by  an  organiza- 
tion, but  chosen  by  a  newspaper  editor  and 
the  leader  of  the  free-trade  party.  That 
ticket  was  placed  before  the  people  of  New 
South  Wales^  by  the  two  party  newspapers, 


and  the  free-trade  senatcn-s  were  elected 
without  cavil  or  question.  The  men  who 
were  fortunate  enough  to  get  on  the  ticket 
knew  that  they  did  not  need  to  address 
a  single  meeting  or  issue  a  single  mani- 
festo. They  knew  perfectly  well  that  the 
machine,  though  small  numerically,  and  as 
an  organization  very  little  representative  of 
the  people,  was  powerful  enough  to  elect 
them  in  spite  of  all  opposition.  I  should 
like  to  draw  Senator  Millen's  attention  to 
the  difference  between  that  kind  of  machine 
and  the  machine  which  was  indicated  by 
Senator  McGregor.  The  latter  is  not  a  ma- 
chine of  two  men  or  two  newspaper  editors, 
but  of  thousands  and  thousands  of  electors. 
The  organization  is  open  to  every  man  and 
woman  in  the  Commonwealth,  who  may  not 
merely  becMne  automata  members  pulled 
by  the  strings  of  a  newspaper  office,  but 
who  may  have  an  equal  and  effective  voice 
in  its  control.  If  we  have  to  make  a  choice 
as  to  which  is  the  best  machine  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  people,  surely  we  ought  to 
adopt  the  one  which  is  controlled  by  and 
composed  of  the  people  rather  than  a  machine 
controlled  by,  and  composed  of  two  indivi- 
duals or  two  newspaper  prints.  As 
to  the  programme  which  has  been 
placed  before  us  by  the  Government, 
we  can,  at  any  rate,  say  that  the 
present  Ministry  do  not  mean  to  work 
us  in  such  a  way  that  we  shall  have  much 
overtime  during  the  present  session.  The 
programme  put  before  us  is  more  notice- 
able for  what  is  left  out  than  for  what  ap- 
pears. However,  I  congratulate  the  At- 
torney-General on  the  fact  that  the  Go- 
vernment have  recognised  that  two  Bills  on 
the  notice-paper  are  non-party,  and  are 
very  useful  measures.  It  would  have 
been  very  unfair,  even  if  one  of  those  mea- 
sures, though  it  may  contain  some  party  or 
contentious  matter,  had  been  thrown  under 
the  table.  I  desire  to  give  the  Gweriunent 
every  credit  for  recognising  that  the  two 
measures  to  which  I  refer  will  be  very  use.- 
ful  to  the  trading  community  of  Australia, 
and  tend  to  the  protection  of  the  people,  and 
for  taking  those  measures  up  just  as  they 
were  left,  fully  prepared  to  send  them  nn 
to  the  other  Chamber  to  be  dealt  with. 
We  are  all  pleased  to  hear  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  negotiating  in  order  to  carry  into 
effect  the  Seat  of  Government  Act.  I  trust 
that  the  full  spirit  of  that  Act  will  be  re- 
cognised. While  there  may  be  some  room 
for  negotiation  as  to  area,  1  trust  the  Go- 
vernment will  recognise  that  both  Houses 
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have  distinctly  provided  that  the  aiea  ac- 
quired must  be  ample.  We  must  have  an 
area  sufficient  for  the  growth  of  a  consider 
able  city — we  must  have  so  much  that  we 
shall  know  that  whatever  value  is  created 
shall  be  retained  by  the  Federal  authorities, 
and  not  be  given  to  the  State,  simply  owing 
to  the  small  area  acquired.  I  trust  that 
some  of  the  parochial  statements  whicli 
have  appeared  in  New  South  Wales  will,  oii 
further  consideraCion,  give  place  to  a 
broader  and  more  Australian  sentiment.  1 
trust  that  we  shall  have  no  more  ot  that 
spirit  of  'hostility  which  has  been  displayed 
by  some  of  the  public  men  of  New  South 
Wales,  but  that  they  will  meet  the  Federal 
Parliament  and  settle  this  question  in  an 
Australian  spirit.  In  regard  to  the  Arbi* 
tration  Bill,  and  the  decision  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  proceed  with  it  as  it  stands,  I 
venture  to  say  that  when  it  comes  before  us 
we  shall  be  able  to  take  such  action  as  will 
make  it  more  in  accord  with  what  is  re- 
quired in  a  workable  measure  of  the  kind. 
I  am  rathej  surprised  at  the  proposal  of  the 
Government,  that  the  High  Commissioner 
Bill  shall  be  held  over  till  next  session.  1 
notice  that  the  Government  state  that  they 
intend  to  call  a  conference  of  State  Pre- 
miers on  this  matter.  While  it  might  very 
well  be  said  that  on  sane  questions  the 
Federal  Government  have  every  right  to 
consult  with  the  States  Premiers,  still  I, 
as  one  who  am  jealous  of  the  rights 
of  this  Senate,  urge  that  we,  more 
effectively  than  any  States  Premiers, 
lepresent  the  States.  The  High  Commis- 
sioner Bill  might  well  have  been  introduced 
to  this  House  and  passed,  and  the  Stati!S 
then  given  an  invitation  to  arrange  their 
State  agencies,  so  as  to  fit  in  with  the  Bill. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  Government,  in  going 
first  to  the  State  Premiers  and  asking  whe- 
ther they  are  agreeable  to  change  their  ar- 
rangements, are  placing  this  Cbandier  in  a 
secondary  positicm.  I  understand  there  ace 
various  questions  on  which  it  is  proposed  to 
take  the  opinion  of  the  States  Premiers  ;  but 
I  think  the  Government  might  first  take  the 
opinion  of  the  Commonwealth  Parliament. 
We  find  that,  on  the  question  of  old-age  pen. 
sions.  the  States  Premiers  are  to  con- 
sulted, which  simply  means  that  we  are 
going  to  ask  the  Premiers  to  make  proposals 
as  to  finances  of  the  Commonweahh.  What 
can  be  the  reascHi  for  consulting  the  States 
Premiers?  Is  it  not  that  the  Goverruneni 
contemplate  that  if  a  proposal  for  old-age 
pensions  is  made,  we  shall  have  to  intcrfent 
with  the  amount  of  nuxiey  now  returned  tu 
Senator  Pearce. 


the  various  States  Treasurers?  We  arc, 
therefore,  to  go  cap  in  hand  to  the  Sutes 
Treasurers,  and  ask  them  if  they  will  U 
willing  to  spare  that  amount  of  mctfiey— 
whether  they  wilt  make  a  noise  if  we  reduce 
the  amount  now  returned.  It  is  most  cer- 
tain that  the  States  Treasurers  will  object, 
and  we  shall  then  be  told  that  old-age  pen- 
sions are  not  practicable,  because,  it  mas 
be,  Mr.  Butler,  of  South  Australia,  or  some 
other  Treasurer,  finds  that  he  caimot  spare 
the  money.  U  the  Government  believe  in 
old-age  pensions,  they  ought  to  bring  a  pro 
posal  before  the  Commonwealth  Parliament, 
and  make  the  necessary  financial  arrangr- 
ments,  leaving  the  State  Treasurers  to  do 
their  duty  and  make  their  arrangements  for 
the  revenue  they  require.  If  the  people  of 
Australia  believe  in  old-age  pensions,  tho- 
arc  prepared  to  make  ma  necessary  sac- 
rifice. The  people  do  not  rote  for  tAA- 
age  pensions  without  knowing  that  they 
will  have  to  provide  the  money,  and  they 
will  be  quite  willing  to  make  up  any  defi- 
ciency which  may  result  in  the  revenue. 
This  is  on^  of  the  questions  which  the  Go- 
vernment should  refer  to  the  Federal  Parlia- 
ment rather  than  to  a  conference  of  States 
Premiers.  If  the  Government  continue  in 
office  I  shall,  of  course,  be  a  critic^  though  a 
fair  critic;  and  I  hope  that  the  measures 
which  are  passed  will  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people  of  Australia. 

Senator  STYLES  (Victoria).— There  does 
not  seem  to  be  very  much  interest  taken 
in  this  debate,  seeing  that  there  is  barely 
a  quorum  present.  I  was  rather  surpiised 
that  the  Government  did  not  put  up  a  Minis- 
ter who  had  not  spoken,  to  reply  to  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  unless,  of  course. 
Senator  Walker  happens  to  be  an  honorai}' 
Minister.  It  would  have  been  the  course 
usually  followed  in  such  cases,  and  it  was 
a  compliment  due,  I  think,  to  Senatof 
McGregor.  There  are  Mie  or  two  faults 
I  have  to  find  with  the  present  Ministry, 
and  I  shall  deal  not  so  much  with  their 
policy  as  with  their  perscmnel.  Up  to  the 
present  time  in  the  Federal  Parliament, 
each  Chamber  has  been  led  by  a  protec- 
tionist, but  now  each  is  led  by  a  free- 
trader. That  causes  me  to  look  with  some 
little  suspicion  on  the  present  Administra- 
tion. It  would  be  idle  for  myself  or 
any  one  to  say  that  the  leader  of  a  House 
has  no  more  power  than  any  other  hcMiorable 
member;  as  a  fact,  he  does  not  coant 
only  one,  but  very  often  counts  a  good 
many,  and  on  that  ground  alone  I  take  ei- 
(%ption  to  the  a»istitution  of  the  Govern- 

Digitjzed  by  Google 


Ministerial         [8  Septeuber^  i9°A-]  Siatement.  4379 


ment  as  in  itself  an  objection  in  a  protecti<»i- 
isi  Commonwealth.  Another  objection  I  have 
is  as  to  the  alleged  equality  in  all  things. 
Mr.  Reid  and  Mr.  McLean  are  said  to  be 
"equal  in  all  things."  The  very  first  step 
that  Mr.  Reid  took  when  he  became  Prime 
Minister  was  to  issue  a  manifesto  addressed 
to  the  people  of  Australia,  but  his  other  half 
did  not  even  know  that  such  was  Mr. 
Reid's  intention  uiUil  the  manifesto 
was  published  in  the  newspapers.  It 
seems  to  me  rather  a  bad  start  for  one- 
half  of  this  double-barrelled  Ministry  to  go 
off  when  the  other  was  not  even  loaded-  If 
they  are  co-equal,  as  we  are  assured  on  the 
highest  authority — Mr.  Reid — I  wonder 
what  would  happen  if  Mr.  McLean  were  to 
resign.  Would  his  resignation  involve  the 
retirement  of  the  Government,  and  would  it 
be  salt  to  the  Prime  ^^inister  or  to  the  Go- 
vnnor-General  ?  It  is  absolute  nonsense 
to  talk  about  Mr.  Reid  and  Mr.  McLean 
being  on  a  footing  of  equality.  I  propose 
to  make  seme  remarks  about  Mr.  Reid,  the 
politician,  and  not  Mr.  Reid,  the 
private  citizen.  No  one  can  accuse  me  of 
having  any  oersonal  feeling  in  this  mat- 
ter, for  I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  hav- 
ing spoken  to  Mr.  Reid,  except  to  wish  him 
good  day.  It  is  generally  admitted  that 
be  is  pr<^ably  the  best  platform  speaker  in 
Australia.  He  cracks  his  jokes  cm  the 
platform  with  the  same  easy  facility  that  he 
cracks  his  alleged  pditical  principles 
the  platform.  Australians  do  not  mind 
jokes,  but  they  expect  something  better 
frcHn  the  man  whom  they  place  at  the  head 
of  affairs  in  the  Commonwealth.  From 
the  man  who  holds  the  highest  position  in 
their  gift,  they  require  consistency.  The 
nation  has  fixed  a  very  high  standard  for 
the  man  who  is  at  the  head  of  public  af- 
fairs. They  do  not  want  an  opportunist 
with  a  political  past^  but  a  high-minded 
man  to  whan  they  can  all  look  up.  Mr. 
Reid,  as  we  all  know,  slanders,  abuses, 

and  sneers  at  a  man  one  day  

Senator  Pulsford. — Is  the  honorable 
senator  in  order,  sir,  in  charging  a  member 
of  the  other  House — the  Prime  Minister  of 
the  Commcxiwealth — with  slandering  per- 
sons? 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  think  it  would  be' 
better  if  the  honorable  senator  were  to 
moderate  his  remarks,  but  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  rule  that  it  is  out  of  order  for  him 
to  say  that  a  man  slanders  people. 

Senator  STYLES. — I  am  speaking  of 
Mr.  Reid,  not  as  a  private  citizen,  but  as 
a  politician,    and    I    intend   to  prove 


before  I  sit  down  that  he  does  these 
things.  On  one  day  he  will  slander 
and  abuse  people,  and  on  the  next 
day  he  will  cringe  and  crawl  to 
them  if  it  suits  his  political  views.  He 
is  merely  an  opportunist,  and  in  my  opin- 
ion he  is  quite  unfitted  to  hold  the  high 
position  to  which  he  has  been  called. 
When  a  vessel  is  staged  from  the  steerage 
we  do  not  expect  a  very  exalted  standard 
of  political  or  other  morality,  but  when 
the  good  ship  C<HnmonweaIth  is  steered 
frcnn  the  saloon  we  do  expect  her  crew  to 
be  good  men,  and  above  all,  we  expect  the 
captain  to  be  a  high-minded,  honorable 
politician,  and  not  a  man  who  will  truckle 
to  every  person  who  comes  .along.  I  expect 
that  my  statements  will  be  questioned,  and 
at  the  risk  of  boring  the  Senate,  I  shall 
quote  Mr.  Reid's  exact  words.  I  do  not  wish 
to  put  my  constnicticHi  on  his  wOTds,  but  to 
allow  honwable  senators  and  the  public 
generally  to  see  the  kind  pf  man  who  is 
at  the  head  of  the  affairs  of  this  great  na- 
tion. When  he  was  face  to  face  with  the 
Labour  Party  in  the  other  House,  he  said — 

I  do  not  want  to  fiatter  the  honorable  member 
for  Bland  as  the  leader  of  the  Labour  Party, 
but,  speaking  as  one  man  to  another,  I  wish  to 
recognise  the  services  which  he,  being  a  protec- 
tionist, and  acting  on  his  principles,  has  rendered 
by  his  efforts  to  preserve  the  revenue  as  far  as 

fDssibte.    The  honorable  member,  and  others  of 
is  party,  have  helped  as  in  a  manner  that  I 
here  wiu  to  recogiuse. 

Coming  from  a  man  like  5fr.  Reid,  this  is 
very  high  praise  for  the  Labour  Party. 
But  when  he  is  away  from  the  Labour 
Party — at  Warracknabeal — he  calls  them 
everything  that  a  man  could  possibly  do,  as 
honorable  senators  will  see  if  they  refer 
to  the  Warracknabeal  Herald  of  the  iSth 
July,  1902,  Speaking  of  the  Barton  Go- 
vernment, at  Bowral,  cm  the  1 8th  of  August, 
1903,  Mr.  Reid  said — 

If  one  thing  had  marked  the  Government  more 
than  another  it  was  the  subservient  and  crawling 
way  in  which  it  had  always  kept  one  eye  on  the 
labour  members.  The  line  of  honorable  alliance 
between  the  two  parties  had  been  crossed,  and 
the  line  of  discreditable  subserviency  and 
cowardice  had  been  reached.  He  charged  the 
Government  with  being  a  dishonorable  tool  in 
the  hands  of  the  Labour  Party. 

That  is  stronger  than  the  language  I  was 
challenged  for  using  just  now,  and  it  was 
used  about  a  man  whom  we  must  all  re- 
spect, whatever  we  may  think  of  his  poli- 
tics. I  refer  to  the  Right  Honorable  Sir 
Edmund  Barton.  Speaking  at  Prahran, 
only  two  or  three  weeks  ago,  Mr.  Reid  re- 
ferred to  the    same  gentloaan  as.i"Tbat 
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great  man,  Sir  Edmund  Barton."  I  should 
like  to  know  when  Sir  Edmund  Barton  be- 
came great.  It  must  have  been  during  the 
time  when  he  was  a  public  man,  for  'he  has 
done  nothing  very  great  that  I  am  aware  of 
since  he  became  a  Judge  of  the  High  Court. 

Senator  Sir  JosuH  Symon. — I  would 
not  say  that. 

Senator  STYLES.— I  do  not  think  that 
Sir  Edmund  Barton  would  claim  to  have 
done  anything  very  great  since  he  has  been 
a  Judge. 

Senator  Dobson. — If  the  honorable  sena- 
tor 'had  been  at  the  Federal  Convention  he 
would  know  that  Sir  Edmund  Barton  did 
something  great. 

Senator  STYLES. — He  is  a  great  man, 
no  doubt. 

Senator  Dobson. — Is  any  good  to  be 
gained  by  be-littling  our  public  men  hour 
after  hour? 

Senator  STYLES. — I  am  repeating  what 
the  Prime  Minister  said  about  a  greater  man 
than  himself. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syhon. — He  was 
speaking  of  Sir  Edmund  Barton  as  a  poli- 
tician. 

Senator  STYLES.— I  recognise  that.  I 
wish  to  point  out  the  inconsistency  of  the  op- 
portunist at  the  head  of  the  Government. 
When  the  leader  of  the  Senate  was  speaking 
yesterday,  I  interjected,  "  There  is  no  '  Yes- 
No  '  about  Senator  Symon.  We  generally 
know  what  he  means,  but  we  never  know 
what  his  leader  means."  That  is  the  distinc- 
tion between  the  two  men. 

Senator  Findley. — We  know  that  he  does 
not  alwavs  mean  what  he  says. 

Senator  STYLES.— No;  very  often  he 
means  a  great  deal  more  than  he  says.  When 
Mr.  Raid  was  addressing  the  Farmers.  Pro- 
perty Owners,  and  Producers'  Association,  in 
Collins-street,  only  last  week,  he  said — 

I  was  Premier  for  five  years  ia  New  South 
Wales,  during  which  the  Labour  Party  had  me 
in  the  hollow  of  their  hand,  but  what  was  the 
result?  I  got  my  free-trade  policy  passed  by 
protectionist  labour  men. 

I  shall  point  out  how  misleading  that  state- 
ment was  to  his  audience.  According  to  his 
own  showing,  he  did  a  five  years'  grovel. 
He  was  under  no  compulsion  to  remain  in 
the  hollow  of  the  hand  of  the  Labour  Party  ; 
he  was  crawling  and  subservient  then. 
He  charged  Sir  Edmund  Barton  with  being 
crawling  and  subservient  to  the  Laboui 
Party ;  and  yet  he  gets  up  and  tells  th^) 
public,  when  it  suits  himself,  that  he  wavih 
the  hollow  of  the  hand  of  the  Labour  Bnty 
for  five  years.  The  line  of  discreditable 
subserviency  and  cowardice  must  have  been 


passed  scores  of  times  during  that  period, 
and  his  Government  must  have  been  a  dis- 
honorable tool  in  the  hands  of  the  Labour 
Party,  as  I  intend  to  show.  He  said,  at 
Bowral,  that  the  Barton  Government  kept 
one  eye  on  the  Labour  Party.  It 
will  be  seen  directly  that  Mr.'  Reid 
kept  both  eyes  on  the  Labour  Party  fat 
very  many  years.  The  inference  which  he 
wished  his  listeners  in  Collins-street  the 
other  day  to  draw  from  his  remark  was 
that  he  made  use  of  the  piotectionist-labour 
members  and  other  protectionists  in  order  to 
get  his  free-trade  policy  placed  on  the 
statute-book,  but  the  greater  portion  of  the 
crawling  and  sub.serviency  took  place  after 
his  Tariff  was  assented  to  by  the  Go- 
vernor on  the  i2th  of  December, 
1895.  I  propose  to  show  that  he  is 
a  prohibitionist  as  well  as  an  oppra- 
tunist.  In  1896,  tenders  were  in- 
vited by  the  Gcn-emment  of  New  South 
Wales  for  the  construction  of  a  bridge  over 
the  Murrumbidgee  River  at  Gundagai.  A 
Victorian  firm,  named  McKenzie  and  Sons, 
sent  in  the  lowest  tender,  but  it  was  put 
aside  by  Mr.  Reid's  Government,  although 
there  was  no  restriction  placed  in  the  adver- 
tisement on  the  location  of  the  tenderers, 
and  the  contract  was  given  to  a  New  South 
Wales  contractor.  McKenzie  and  Sons  were 
well  known  as  contractors  in  Victoria  and 
New  Zealand.  They  purdiased  plans  and 
specifications  from  the  State  Government, 
and  their  good  cash  was  accepted,  but  the 
contract  was  refused  to  them.  A  transac- 
tion of  that  kind  in  private  life  would  be 
called  by  a  very  ugly  name.  If  this  firm 
and  other  oxitractors  had  been  notflied  that 
it  would  be  of  no  use  to  tender  for  the  wrak 
because  they  were  not  resident  in  New  South 
Wales,  they  would  not  have  bothered  to  said 
in  a  tender.  There  was  nothing  against  this 
firm,  and  yet  the  contract,  I  repeat,  was 
given  to  a  local  man  by  the  Reid  Govern- 
ment. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — Is  this  local 

politics? 

Senator  STYLES.— I  do  not  believe  in 
Mr.  Reid  as  the  Prime  Minister  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  I  propose  to  show  that  he 
.is  an  opportunist,  that  when  it  suits  his 
purpose  he  scatters  his  alleged  political 
prmciples  to  the  four  winds  of  heaven. 

Senator  Pulsford. — Has  the  honorable 
senator  got  the  amounts  of  the  tenders? 

Senator  STYLES.— Yes.  I  have  taken 
from  the  New  South  Wales  Hansatd  what 
Mr.  Reid  did  say.        ,  . 
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Senator  Gray. — Would  it  not  be  the  head 
of  the  Department  rather  than  Mr.  Reid, 
who  would  have  to  do  with  this  contract  ? 

Senator  STYLES. — No,  because  it  was 
made  a  Cabinet  questioa  The  Tender  Board 
of  New  South  Wales  reccnninended  that  the 
tender  of  ^fcKenzie  and  Sons  should  be 
accepted.  When  it  was  not  accepted  Mr. 
McKenzie  went  over  and  wished  to  see  Mr. 
Young,  the  Minister  for  Works,  who  de- 
clined to  give  him  an  interview. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — Does  not 
the  honorable  senator  think  that  this  is 
ancient  history  ? 

Senator  STYLES.— No. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Svmon. — So  many 
things  have  happened  since  then. 

Senator  STYLES. — If  it  was  an  act 
which  Mr.  Re1d,  as  a  State  Premier,  ought 
not  to  have  stooped  to,  he  is  unfitted  to  be 
Prime  Minister  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Having  failed  to  see  Mr.  Young,  Mr. 
McKenzie  was  taken  by  Mr.  Chanter,  a 
member  of  the  State  Parliament,  to  Mr. 
Reid,  and  his  reply  to  Mr.  McKenzie  was 
stated  in  the  Legislative  Assembly  to  have 
been  given  in  these  wordts — 

I  do  not  see  why  my  colleague  should  not  have 
given  you  an  answer  to  your  question.  I  will 
give  it  to  you.  The  reason  why  your  tender  was 
not  accepted  was  because  you  are  a  Victorian. 

That  was  a  nice  answer  for  Mr.  Reid  to 
give  to  the  lowest  tenderer.  Mr.  McGregor, 
the  firm's  engineer,  came  to  me  at  the  time, 
and  said,  "  We  have  spent  over  ^£300  in 
tendering  for  works  in  New  South  Wales  at 
various  times.  This  is  Phe  first  time  that 
our  tender  was  the  lowest,  and  it  is  not 
accepted,  because  we  are  Victorians."  If 
it  had  not  been  made  a  Cabinet  question, 
I  could  well  believe  that  that  course  might 
have  been  taken  by  the  Minister  of  Works 
behind  the  back  of  the  Premier. 

Senator  Gray.— The  honorable  senator 
does  not  really  believe  that  that  was  the 
reason  why  their  tender  was  not  accepted. 

Senator  STYLES. — I  am  quoting  Mr. 
Reid's  own  statement.  I  believe  very 
little  of  what  he  says  on  political  matters. 

Senator  Pulsford. — Does  the  honor- 
able senator  believe  that  the  statement  he 
is  quoting  is  Mr.  Reid's  ? 

Senator  STYLES. — ^That  is  what  Mr. 
Reid  told  Mr.  McKenzie  in  the  presence 
of  Ml.  Chanter.  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Chanter 
on  the  subject  to-day,  and  he  said  that 
when  lie  gave  that  account  of  the  in- 
ter\*iew  in  the  Legislative  Assembly,  Mr. 
Reid  did  not  deny  its  accuracy.  There 
could  not  be  any  reason  why  the  contract 


should  not  be  given  to  the  lowest  tenderer. 
This  firm,  which  was  well  known  in  Vic- 
toria and  New  Zealand,  was  carrying  out 
public  works  here  at  the  time.  When  a 
man  tells  me  that  he  is  a  free-trader,  and 
keeps  the  door  open  to  all  people,  and 
then  slamis  it  in  the  face  of  a  contractor 
in  that  way,  I  think  that  we  should  not 
take  the  slightest  notice  of  what  he  says. 
He  not  only  took  the  firm's  money  for  the 
plans  and  specifications,  but  he  deprived 
them  of  their  profit,  which  might  have 
amounted  to  thousands  of  pounds.  I  only 
mention  this  incident  to  show  how  utterly 
unreliable  Mr.  Reid's  statements  are  when 
he  declares  that  he  is  a  free-trader.  In 
the  same  year  tenders  were  called  by  the 
Reid  Government  for  supplies  for  the 
Government  Departments,  and  on  the  14th 
of  July  Mr.  Chanter  moved  in  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly — 

That  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  all  supplies 
for  the  Government  service  should  be,  as  far  aa 
practicable,  the  products   or   manufactures  of 

New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Reid  said  on  that  occasion  — 

I  thoroughly  agree  with  the  Spirit  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

The  head  of  the  Free-trade  Party  sought  to 
lead  his  audience  in  Collins-street  the  other 
day  to  believe  that  all  these  things  were 
done  so  as  to  keep  the  Labour  Party  and 
the  protectionists  under  his  thumb  in  that 
House  until  he  got  his  Tariff  passed,  but 
they  happened  to  be  done  in  the  year  after 
it  was  enacted.  He  talks  about  keeping  an 
open  door.  We  continually  hear  that  ex- 
pression rolled  out  by  him  in  a  very  nice 
way,  but  he  slammed  the  open  door  right  in 
the  face  of  the  other  Colonies  in  1896. 
They  were  not  to  supply  any  goods  or 
materials  which  could  be  furnished  by 
New  South  Wales. 

Senator  Gray. — New  South  Wales  al- 
ways kept  her  markets  open  to  Victoria,  but 
Victoria  did  not  reciprocate. 

Senator  STYLES.— New  South  Wales 
did  not  open  her  markets  on  that  occasion  to 
Victoria,  I  could  understand  a  Premier  in 
a  protectionist  State  adopting  the  policy 
which  is  embodied  in  that  resolution,  but 
I  cannot  un3erstand  the  head  of  the  free- 
traders of  Australia  heartily  concurring  in 
that  resolution,  and  at  the  same  time  telling 
the  people  that  he  took  a  great  pride  in 
keeping  the  door  open  to  the  other  Colonies. 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  was  not  very  good 
free-trade,  but  it  was  excellent  prohibition, 
both  in  the  case  of  Mr.^g^g|^  and 
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in  the  other  case  which  I  have  just  men- 
tioned. This  gentleman,  Mr.  Reid,  who  will 
not  now  take  up  the  Iron  Bonus  Bill,  says 
that  he  will  allow  every  member  of  his 
Gov(;rnment  to  vole  as  he  pleases  with  regard 
to  the  proposition  contained  in  that  mea- 
sure. Yet  this  is  the  same  gentleman  who 
offered  an  advantage  of  15  per  cent,  to 
those  who  would  start  iron  works  in  New 
South  Wales,  to  turn  out  150,000  tons  of 
steel  rails.  That,  again,  was  excellent 
protection,  but  it  was  very  bad  free-tra<te. 
It  shows  that  Mr.  Reid  is  prepared  to  throw 
his  principles  to  the  four  winds  of  heaven 
whenever  it  suits  himself.  After  he  had 
passed  his  free-trade  Tariff  in  New  South 
Wales,  the  Labour  Party  there  compelled 
him  to  pass  other  legislation  which  was  in 
their  interests.  They  held  him  in  the  hollow 
of  their  hand.  In  1896  he  passed  the  Mines 
Acts  Amendments  Acts.  In  1896  he 
passed  the  Coal  Mines  Regulation  Act.  In 
the  same  year  he  passed  the  Factories  Act. 
In  1896,  and  again  in  1898,  he  passed  the 
Elections  Acts.  In  1898-  he  passed  an 
Act  for  the  exclusion  of  inferior  races.  I 
am  quoting  these  instances  from  a  pamphlet 
written  by  Mr.  Black,  who  claims,  and 
with  apparently  good  reason,  that  the 
Labour  Party  in  New  South  Wales  were 
able  to  force  these  measures  from  Mr. 
Reid's  Government.  Was  not  that  cringing 
and  crawling  to  the  Labour  Party  in  order 
that  he  might  remain  in  office  ?  He 
could  not  have  been  doing  it  for  any  other 
purpose.  It  is  really  very  fiumy  I  Four 
years  ago  Mr.  Reid  came  to  Melbourne 
and  delivered  a  speech  in  the  Town  Hall. 
He  there  stated — and  it  is  to  be  remembered 
that  Federation  was  then  about  to  be  con- 
summateci — that  if  he  came  into  office 
he  would  throw  the  protected  indus- 
tries of  Victoria  into  the  water 
and  let  them  sink  or  swim  as  they 
might.  He  expressed  the  opinion  that  if  an 
industry  after  having  been  established  for 
thirty  years  could  not  carry  on  without  pro- 
tection it  was  not  worth  protecting.  This 
was  his  dry-dog  threat !  But  it  was  very 
cheap  politics.  In  the  same  way.  Senator 
Symon  might  come  over  to  Melbourne,  and 
threaten  all  sorts  of  things,  knowing  that 
be  had  no  voters  to  face  on  this  side  of  the 
border. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — The  people 
at  that  meeting  all  applauded. 

Senator  STYLES.— Yes,  but  it  was  an 
audi»ice  of  importers  and  free-traders.  Am- 
ission was  by  ticket 


Senator  Sir  Josxah  Sykoh. — Was  it 

really  ? 

Senator  O'Keefe. — ^It  was  not  a  public 

meeting,  then? 

Senator  STYLES-— No ;  one  had  to  get 
a  ticket  in  order  to  gain  admittance,  just  as 
though  it  were  a  soup  kitchen !  Having 
passed  his  Tariff  in  1895,  Mr.  Reid  did  not 
place  upon  the  free  list  several  articles 
which  were  manufactured  in  New  South 
Wales.  My  honorable  friend.  Senator 
PulsFord,  who  is  a  complete  encyclunedia 
on  this  subject,  will  know  that  that  is  the 
case.  He  will  recollect  that  Mr.  Rdd 
stated  that  he  intended  to  wipe  out  the  pro- 
tectionist Tariff.  And  he  did  it  to  a  cer- 
tain extent.  But  he  retained  some  items. 
He  retained  preserved  and  canned  fruits, 
biscuits,  confectionery,  sugar,  and  certain 
other  similar  articles.  In  fact,  at  the  end  of 
1898,  three  years  after  his  Tariff  came  into 
force,  Mr.  Reid  himself  brought  in  a  Bill  to 
repeal  sune  portims  of  his  own  Tariff,  in 
order  that  the  duties  might  continue 
to  operate.  The  duty  at  that  time  on 
sugar  was  per  ton  refined,  and  per 
ton  raw.  Mr.  Reid  imposed  a  duty  of  £1 
more  per  ton  on  refined  than  on  raw  sugar 
in  order  that  the  raw  sugar  might  be  re- 
fined in  New  South  Wales  factories  by 
New  South  Wales  workmen.  This  again 
was  very  excellent  protection,  but  it  was 
very  bad  free-trade.  I  am  pointing  out  how 
subservient  he  was  to  the  protectionists  and 
to  the  Labour  Party.  But  that  is  not  all. 
He  threatened,  as  I  have  said,  that  be 
would  throw  every  Victorian  industry  into 
the  water,  because  he  considered  that  an 
industry  ought  to  be  able  to  swim  after 
thirty  years  of  prelection.  But  sugar  can- 
had  been  grown  in  New  South  Wales  for 
over  thirty  vears.  It  was  grown  there  be- 
fore we  had  a  single  protectionist  industry 
in  Victoria.  At  the  time  Mr.  Reid  canif 
into  power  there  were  over  30,000  acres 
under  crop  in  New  South  Wales.  But  he 
did  not  attempt  to  throw  that  dog  into  the 
water.  There  were  many  thousand  of  votes 
behind  the  dog !  The  Colonial  Sugar  Re- 
fining Company  was  behind  it  also.  That 
meant  many  votes  in  the  Legislative  Assem- 
bly- Therefore  Mr.  Reid  determined  to 
keep  his  hands  off  that  dog.  He  now  fawns 
upon  the  farming  industry — the  country 
producers.  He  talks  of  the  "  great  prodtK- 
ing  industries  of  Australia,"  and  thef  cheer 
him  to  the  echo.  But  that  is  not  what  he 
said  at  the  Melbourne  Town  Hail  in  the 
speech  to  which  I  have  preyiously  |referred 
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He  was  then  speaking  to  free-trade  im- 
porters, and  he  said — 

That  door  which  was  open  in  the  mother  colony 
always  was  going  to  be  open  in  all  Australia. 
With  all  these  barriers  down,  the  stock  fatteneis 
and  wheat  farmers  would  feel  the  cold  southerly 
wind  of  a  world's  competition. 

That  was  the  same  gentleman  who  is  now 
continually  telling  the  farmers  that  they 
cannot  be  protected.  He  then  talked  of  ex- 
posing them  to  the  cold  southerly  wind  of 
ihe  world's  competition.  The  importers 
cheered  him  to  the  echo.  He  did  not  make 
a  similar  statement  when  he  was  speaking  to 
the  producers  the  other  day  . 

Senator  O'Keefe. — The  other  leader  of 
the  Government  is  in  favour  of  a  stock  tax. 

Senator  STYLES.— Yes.  We  have  heard 
a  great  deal  of  fiscal  peace  and  of  fiscal 
truce.  This  is  how  Mr.  Reid  expressed  his 
views  on  fiscal  peace  just  before  the  elec- 
tion— 

Some  people  say,  "  Let  the  tariff  alone  for  two 
or  three  years."  I  do  not  believe  that  would  be 
in  the  interests  of  the  community. 

Twelve  nmnths  ago  he  did  not  believe  that 
fiscal  peace  would  be  in  the  interests  of  the 
electors.  Now  he  believes  in  letting  the 
Tariff  alone. 

Senator  Grav. — He  distinctly  stated  that 
if  the  vote  of  the  people  went  against  him 
he  would  allow^  the  fiscal  issue  to  lie. 

Senator  STYLES.— Is  that  really  what 
Mr.  Reid  said?  He  went  to  New'  South 
Wales,  and  he  made  the  following  state- 
ment:— 

He  believed  he  would  be  more  successful  if  be 
consented  to  sink  the  fiscal  issue,  but  he  could 
not  in  honour  do  that. 

Was  there  anything  about  sinking  the  fiscal 

issue  there  ?   He  also  said — 

His  party  bad  agreed  to  resist  any  further 
development  of  protective  taxation;  and,  with 
tmXy  a  few  exceptions,  is  prepared  to  reduce  the 
existing  tariff  to  a  revenue  tariff  level. 

Why  does  he  not  do  it  ?  The  leader  of  the 
Government  claims  to  be  a  free-trader.  I 
believe  that  in  most  things  he  is,  in  practice, 
a  sound  protectionist.  But  he  does  not  own 
it,  and  does  not  like  to  admit  that  it  is  so. 
For  my  own  part,  I  believe  that  if  Mr.  Reid 
were  a  Victorian  he  would  be  a  protectionist 
to-morrow.  That  is  my  firm  impression.  I 
am  saying  these  things  in  order  to  show  why 
I  think  that  Mr.  f^id  is  not — to  use  the 
phrase  that  is  employed  at  election  times — 
a  "fit  and  proper  person  "  to  fill  the  high 
office  which  has  been  conferred  upon  him, 
and  which  I  hope  he  will  not  hold  very 
long.    Something  has  beai  said  about  pre- 


ferential trade.  Let  me  state  what  is  Mr. 
Reid's  opinion  on  the  subject.  He  said — 

If  we  can  get  the  tariff  down  to  a  revenue 
tariff  standara  then  we  will  dispose  of  Eng- 
land's grievance  in  a  very  satisfactory  way. 

Senator  Gray. — Hear,  hear. 

Senator  STYLES. — I  am  glad  to  hear 
that  cheer.  Mr.  Reid's  idea  of  preferential 
trade  is  to  wipe  out  all  protectionist  duties, 
and  to  allow  Germany  and  other  countries 
to  bring  their  goods  in  on  equal  terms  with 
Great  Britain. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syuon. — He  never 
said  that. 

Senator  STYLES.— But  he  did  say  that 

if  he  could  get  the  Tariff  down  to  a  revenue 
standard  he  would  soon  dispose  of  Eng- 
land's grievance  in  a  very  satisfactory  way. 
What  did  that  mean  ?  It  meant  that  foreign 
countries  would  have  an  equal  right  to  dump 
their  goods  in  Australia  as  the  United  King- 
dom would  have. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — When  did 
he  say  that? 

Senator  STYLES. — I  have  read  the  pas- 
sage in  which  Mr.  Reid  said  that  if  he  could 
get  the  Tariff  down  to  a  revenue  standard 
he  would  dispose  of  England's  grievance 
in  a  very  satisfactory  way.  That  is  to  say, 
that  if  he  could  get  it  down  to  a  revenue  stan- 
dard the  effect  would  be  to  shut  up  the  pro- 
tectionist factories  in  Victoria,  and  Great 
Britain  would,  therefore^  have  no  serious 
competitors  in  the  country.  But  he  said  that 
if  he  failed  in  that  respect  he  and  his  party 
would  devote  their  strength  to  granting  a 
substantial  preference  to  the  mother  country 
by  making  reductions  in  the  present  sche- 
dule of  duties.    He  said — 

If  we  fail,  then  we  will  have  to  devote  the 
whole  of  our  strength  to  granting  a  substantial 
preference  to  the  mother  country  by  making  ade- 
quate reductions  in  the  present  schedule  of  duties 

wherever  necessary. 

That  is  exactly  what  he  was  going  to  do— 
give  to  Great  Britain  the  same  terms  as  other 
countries.  Yet  he  ccsnplains  of  the  Barton 
GovernmenL 

They  brought  down  a  high  tariff  which  shut 
out  Great  Britain  just  as  much  as  other  old  world 
countries.  Now  they  are  striving,  by  means  of 
a  spurious  preferential  trade  cry,  to  get  their 
tariff  up  ...  .  and  let  the  rates  as  they 
stand  ....  remain  in  force  against  the 
mother  country,  while  they  will  raise  them  against 
foreign  nations. 

Let  me  now  quote  a  passage  frcxn  csie  of 
the  leading  journals  of  this  State. 

Senator  Gray. — Which  paper? 

Senator  STYLES.— Probably  the  hon- 
orable senator  will  be  able  to  guess  the 
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source  of  the  quotation  frtHn  the  nature  of 
it.    It  is  as  follows: — 

Twenty-five  years  ago  nothing  would  have 
seemed  more  unlikely  than  that  the  twentieth 
century  would  open  with  a  scarcely  veiled  an- 
tagonism between  Great  Britain  and  Germany, 
and  a  rapidly  growing  conviction  among  English- 
men throughout  the  world,  that  the  Germans  are 
their  enemies,  the  nation  with  whom  they  will 
have  to  reckon  in  the  near  future.  It  would  have 
seemed  incredible  that  in  a  few  years  they  would 
develop  national  ambitions  inconustent  with  the 
continued  existence  of  the  British  Empire,  and 
would  look  forward  eagerly  to  the  time  when 
they  would  be  strong  enough  to  challenge  its 
naval  supremacy.  Yet  this  is  exactly  what  has 
happened.  It  is  as  though  a  veil  had  been  sud- 
denly rent  asunder,  and  we  are  able  to  see  clearly 
what  was  before  hidden  from  us,  that  a  people 
whom  we  regarded  as  our  best  friends  are  really 
our  bitterest  rivals.  The  hostility  of  Germany 
to  England  is  the  dominant  factor  in  the  inter- 
national politics  to-day,  and  marks  the  opening 
of  a  new  chapter  in  English  history.  We  are 
again  face  to  face  with  a  power  that,  so  far  as 
present  appearances  go,  will  be  satii&ed  with 
nothing  less  than  our  downfall.  They 
have  made  no  secret  of  their  longing  to  break  up 
the  British  Empire,  and  appropriate  its  most 
valuable  portions,  such  as  South  Africa  and 
Australasia. 

That  extract  is  from  the  Argus,  which  sup- 
ports Mr.  Reid.  I  was  staggered  when  I 
read  that  article,  but  I  believe  it  to  be  ab- 
solutely and  literally  correct.  No  one  will 
accuse  the  Argus  of  being  an  alarmist  in 
that  directicm.  Yet  free-traders,  with 
Mr.  Raid,  the  Prime  Minister,  at  their 
head,  would  open  our  ports  freely  to  that 
power,  which  would,  if  it  were  atile,  break 
up  the  British  Empire  to-morrow. 

Senator  Gray. — England  opens  her 
ports  to  us. 

Senator  STYLES.— England  ought  to 
open  her  ports  freely  to  us,  seeing  that 
she  opens  them  to  Germany.  What  a  dif- 
ference there  is  between  the  leader  in  this 
chamber  and  the  leader  in  another  place ! 
The  latter  would  admit  German  goods  and 
any  person  who  cared  to  come  to  this  coun- 
try, whereas  thi  Attorney -General  would 
confine  immigration  to  the  British  races. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — I  did  not 
say  so. 

Senator  STYLES. — Senator  Symon  him- 
self declared  that  this  country  was  intended 
for  the  British  race. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syuon. — I  spoke  of 
the  Anglo-Saxon  race. 

Senator  STYLES.— Senator  Symon  said 
that  he  would  like  to  see  every  one  ex- 
cluded, even  the  white  races,  (kher  than 
British. 


Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — Nonsense! 
The  honorable  senator  is  drawing  on  his 
imaginaUcHi. 

Senator  STYLES.— What  the  bonoraM"" 
and  learned  senator  said  was  that  we  did  a 
great  deal  too  much  trade  with  foreigners. 
When  I  was  speaking  on  this  subject  about 
two  and  a  half  years  ago,  the  honorable 
and  learned  senator  began  to  laugh,  and 
I  said — 

It  is  quite  right  to  laugh  when,  as  is  the  cafe 
with  Senator  Symon,  perhaps,  one  does  not  know 
how  very  large  this  trade  is. 

To  that  Senator  Symon  said — 

I  know  that  it  is  much  too  large. 

That  is  reported  in  the  Commonwealth 
Hansard,  of  22nd  January,  1902. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — And  that 
is  my  opinion. 

Senator  STYLES.— And  the  honorable 
and  leaine-J  i>enalor  also  said  that  German 
and  other  white  races  should  be  excludc<l. 
According  to  Hansard,  published  ati  the 
30th  of  November,  1901,  the  honorable  and 
learned  senator  said  that  all  white  races, 
except  Britishers,  should  be  excluded.  That 
was  when  we  were  discussing  the  Pacific 
Island  Labourers  Bill,  and  the  booorable 
and  learned  senator  stated  there,  very  im- 
pressively— 

We  are  nearly  all  of  us  agreed  that  Australia 
is  peculiarly  fitted  to  be  the  home  of  the  British 
mce.  Speaking  generally,  we  are  agreed  that, 
if  it  is  possible,  we  should  make  Australia  the 
resort  and  the  home  of  ourselves,  of  our  children, 
and  of  all  of  the  same  blood  who  choose  to  come 
here — especially,  I  would  say,  of  all  of  the  same 
blood.  I  do  not  extend  it  even  to  the  other  while 
races.  I  am,  and  always  have  been,  an  advocate 
of  keeping  Australia — I  would  not  limit  it  to 
Australians  only — for  those  of  British  blood,  so 
far  as  we  possibly  can. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — Hear, 
hear ! 

Senator  STYLES.— The  honorable  and 
learned  senator  is  now  allied  with  a  man 
wlio  would  open  our  ports  lo-morrow  fur 
the  admission  of  all  sorts  and  conditions 
of  men. 

Senator  Sir  JostAH  Symon. — The  hon- 
orable senator  is  changing  his  ground  with 
every  sentence.  What  he  said  was  thai 
I  stated  I  would  exclude  the  white  races. 

Senator  STYLES.— And  that  is  exactly 
what  the  hraiorable  and  learned  meonber 
did  say,  acccH'ding  to  the  quotaticsi  I  have 
read.  There  is  more  that  I  could  read, 
but  I  thought  that  enough  to  convince  Sena- 
tor Symon  that  he  is  a  verv  liberal-minded 
man  according  to  my  views,  seeing  that  he 
would  restrict  immigration  to  people  from 
England,  Ireland,  Scotland,  and  Wales, 
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not  even  excluding  Scotland.  I  am  quite 
sure  the  bonOTable  and  learned  member 
will  agree  with  me  as  to  the  employment 
of  coloured  labour  on  mail  boats.  Mr.  Reid, 
on  the  other  hand,  likes  coloured  labour  on 
mail  boats,  but  I  am  going  to  point  out 
what  greater  authorities  than  the  Prime 
Minister,  or  any  one  here,  have  to  say  on 
the  question.  There  was  a  leaflet  issued 
last  year  by  what  is  known  as  the  Navy 
League.  I  desire  to  remind  honorable 
senatOTs  that  the  recruiting  ground  of  the 
British  Navy  is  the  British  Mercantile 
Marine;  that  has  always  been  so^  and  I 
ho^  it  will  always  be'  so.  The  leaflet 
reads — 

Our  leserve  is  insufficient  to 

rqiloce  casualties  and  maintain  a  supply  of  sea- 
men during  hostilities.  It  is  desiraUe  therefore 
that  the  reserre  should  be  largely  increased, 
utilizing  all  the  resources  of  the  Empire. 

One  of  the  resources  of  the  Empire  is  the 
exclusion  of  all  aliens  from  mail  boats  and 
the  employment  of  our  own  people.  I  do 
not  say  for  a  moment  that  those  who  own 
the  boats  should  be  deprived  of  any  of 
their  profits.  When  they  are  interfered 
with,  and  ccnnpelled  to  use  more  expensive 
labour,  the  circumstances  ought  to  be  taken 
into  consideration ;  that  I  slK>uld  regard  as 
part  of  the  insurance  for  the  safety  of  the 
Empire.  The  report  of  the  Naval  Re- 
serve Committee  states — 

One  of  the  objects  of  a  strong  navy  is  to  enable 
our  merchants'  ships  to  keep  the  sea  in  time  of 
war,  and  this  object  would  be  defeated  if  too  many 
seamen  and  firemen  were  suddenly  withdrawn 
from  the  mercaniHe  marine. 

Here  is  another  extract — 

Since  1859,  the  requirements  of  the  Navy  have 
out-grown  the  power  of  the  mercantile  marine 
to  supply  them.  The  former  have  increased; 
the  number  of  British  seamen  employed  on  the 
latter  have  decreased. 

Honorable  senators  have  noticed  that  a 
dipping  inspector,  giving  evidence  in  the 
case  of  the  wreck  of  the  Australia,  told  the 
Court  that  sixty  out  of  every  100  men  em- 
ployed on  British  mercantile  ships  which 
trade  here  are  aliens. 

Senator  Guthrie. — The  Board  of  Trade 
returns  show  that  the  proportion  of  foreign 
seamen  is  68  per  cent. 

Senator  STYLES.— 1  presume  that  the 
shipping  inspector  knew  what  he  was  talk- 
ing about,  or  he  would  not  have  made  the 
Matement  In  this  connexion,  I  should 
like  to  read  a  short  extract  from  the  re- 
port of  a  Postal  Conference,  held  some 
eight  or  nine  vears  ago. 

Senator  Fraser.— That  is  too  far-  back. 
7  N 


Senator  STYLES.— I  do  not  thmk  so, 
although  I  know  it  must  be  very  tmpleasant 
to  have  those  matters  raked  up. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Svmon. — They  arc 
very  stale. 

Senator  STYLES.— The  right-about- 
face  of  the  Prime  Minister  is  quite  new.  J 
have  here  some  extracts  from  the  report  ol 
delegates  at  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Con- 
ference held  in  Sydney  in  1896.  The  Honor- 
able Joseph  Cook,  now  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  then  Post- 
master-General in  the  Reid  Government  oi 
New  South  Wales,  was  president.  In  the 
repOTt  of  that  Conference  we  read — 

The  Conference,  having  considered  the  reply  of 
the  London  o£Ece  to  the  stipulation  of  the  Hobarl 

Conference  with  regard  to  the  manning  of  tht 
mail  boats  by  white  instead  of  coloured  labour, 
recognises  fully  the  force  of  the  reason  given  by 
the  Imperial  Government  against  insisting  Vm 
the  exclusion  of  coloured  labour,  vii. — the  neces- 
sity of  discriminating  between  various  classes  of 
British  subjects;  but  in  reply,  would  respectfully 

fioint  out  that  by  some  steamship  companies,  the 
abour  of  the  contributing  Colonies  is  excluded 
from  employment,  and  an  invidious  preference 
given  to  the  labour  of  countries  which  do  not 
contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  the  service.  No 
injustice  would  thus  be  done  by  the  stipulation 
that  the  labour  of  the  countries  subsidizing  the 
service  onlv  should  be  employed.  And,  there- 
fore, this  Conference  is  of  opinion  that  the  mails 
to  and  from  Australia  and  Great  Britain  should 
be  carried  by  ships  manned  with  white  crews 
only. 

I  have  here  a  telegram  sent  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Conference  after  the  reply  had 
been  received  from  the  Home  authorities — 
Much  regret  you  decline  to  do  anything  re 
coloured  labour.  We  are  not  in  position  to  call 
for  tenders  on  our  own  account,  and  are  there- 
fore compelled  accede  to  your  proposal. 

That  telegram  was  sent  from  Sydney  in 
the  beginning  of  1896,  after  the  New 
South  Wales  Tariff  was  passed,  and 
it  was  sent,  as  I  say,  by  Mr. 
Cook,  who  was  Postmaster- General  in  the 
Reid  Government.  It  would  be  idle  to  say 
that  Mr.  Cook,  as  Postmaster- General, 
would  take  such  action  without  the  know- 
ledge of  the  State  Cabinet.  It  was  sudi 
an  impwtant  alteration  that  was  proposed, 
thai  there  can  be  no  question  that  Air.  Reid 
and  the  other  members  of  the  Government 
would  be  fully  aware  of  what  was  being 
done.  It  seems,  however,  that  Mr.  Reid 
must  take  a  very  different  view  now,  when 
he  says  that  if  he  had  the  opportunity,  he 
would  exclude  the  coloured  races.  Here  are 
a  few  expressive  sentences  from  a  news- 
paper of  the  26th  of  last  month : — 

The  Russo-Japanese  war  has  shown  what 
damage  may  be  done  to  the  shipping  trade  by 
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the  action  of  a  few  ciuisers  in  exercising  the 
right  of  search,  and  linking  or  capturiag  mer- 
chant steamers.  British  aad  American  com- 
merce with  die  Far  East  has  been  virtually  ex- 
tingui^ed  for  the  time  being. 

Let  me  point  out  that  we  are  not  at  war, 
and  yet  our  traffic  with  the  Far  East  has 
been  "  virtually  extinguished."  What  posi- 
ti<m  should  we  be  in  if  we  were  at  war 
twith  a  big  naval  power?  I'hc  newspaper 
article  goes  on  to  say : — 

This  is  an  aspect  of  the  i]uestion  that  appeals 
especially  to  Australia,  which  is  so  largely  de- 
pendent for  prosperity  on  her  import  and  export 
trade — a  trade  that  would  suffer  seriously  in  the 
event  of  war  between  England  and  any  consider- 
able naval  power. 

I  nott(x  that  Senator  Gray  does  not  ask 
me  from  what  newspaper  that  extract  was 
taken,  but  I  may  tell  him  that  it  is  fnxn 
the  Melbourne  Argus,  one  of  the  last  papers 
that  we  should  expect  to  express  such  senti- 
ments. With  those  sentiments,  however, 
I  most  heartily  concur,  and  I  wish  to  im- 
press on  the  Government  that  they  should 
not  attempt  to  disturb  the  White  Ocean 
policy,  which  I  look  upon  as  much  more 
important  than  the  policy  of  a  White  Aus- 
tralia. The  latter  deals  with  only  a  comer 
of  the  British  Empire,  and  a  White  Ocean 
is  the  initial  step  to  what  must  ultimately 
become  an  Empire  question. 

Senator  Dobson. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  think  that  we  can  retain  India,  and 
yet  keep  our  Indian  subjects  out  of  the 
stoke-hold  ? 

Senate  STYLES.— What  I  think  will 
happen  if  Great  Britain  gets  into  a  naval 
war  is  that  the  whole  of  the  aliens  would 
leave  our  merchant  service. 

Senator  Dobson. — Then,  we  should 
want  the  black  fellows  all  the  more. 

Senator  STYL£S.~The  black  fellows 
would  go  back  to  their  own  land  of  curry 
and  rice.  They  would  say  that  the  British- 
ers had  paid  them  about  one-fourth  of 
what  was  paid  to  the  white  men,  and  that 
their  accommodation  had  been  very  inferior, 
and  under  the  circumstances  they  would 
not  think  it  good  enough  to  be  shot  at,  and 
would  go  to  their  homes.  But  the  greater 
danger  would  be  with  the  white  foreigners, 
and  in  my  opinion  every  man  on  a  British 
^ip  ought  to  be  made  to  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance.  We  train  foreigners 
to  be  hardy,  competent  sailors,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  that  ver}-  naturally,  and  rightly, 
they  would,  in  the  event  of  war,  go  to 
their  own  homes,  and  turn  their  country's 
guns  again^  British  ships.    Here  is  an  ex- 


tract from  a  speech  by  )(r.  Reid,  at  Swan 
Hill,  last  year — 

The  policy  of  a  White  Australia  was  going  too 
far  in  seeking  to  break  up  a  mail  service  be- 
cause there  were  some  lascars  in  the  stoke-boId>. 
If  be  got  sufficient  power  he  would  repeal  tuch 
a  provision. 

I  only  hope  to  goodness  that  Mr.  Rdd  may 
never  have  the  power.  The  interjectimi  ty 
Senator  Dobson  as  to  the  stoke  hold  is 
just  an  echo  of  Mr.  Reid;  and  if  these 
gentlemen  know  anything  about  tbe  nutter 
at  all,  they  know  that  the  ships  are  manned 
by  lascars — ^that  lascars  are  not  only  in  the 
stoke-hold,  but  all  over  the  decks. 

Senator  Dobson. — I  asked  the  question 
whether  we  could  expect  to  keep  India,  and 
yet  deny  these  men  the  right  to  live  as  tbey 
have  been  living  for  generations. 

Senator  STYLES.— We  do  not  regaid 
these  men  as  equals,  nor  treat  them  as  equals, 
and  with  their  lack  of  parliamentary  re- 
presentation, they  are*  in  our  estimtfioD. 
little  better  than  serfs.  Those  men  wouM 
certainly  leave  us  in  the  lurch  if  any  crias 
arose,  and  1  think  the  Government  would 
do  well  not  to  interfere  with  the  White  Ocean 
policy.  During  the  railway  strike,  I 
went  to  Adelaide  by  the  Orient  stcamei 
Orotava,  and  1  asked  one  of  the  officers  to 
show  me  the  lascars'  quarters.  He  in- 
formed me  that  there  were  no  lascars  on 
the  ship ;  and,  as  a  fact,  it  is  only  within 
the  last  three  or  four  years  that  coloured 
men  have  been  employed  on  Orient  boats. 

Senator-  Dobson. — ^Why?  Because  it 
was  said  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  them. 

Senator  STYLES. — ^The  men  were  em- 
ployed because  they  were  cheap.  It 
would  be  unfair  to  deprive  the  ship-ownen 
of  part  of  their  profits.  If,  in  carrying 
out  any  nati«ial  policy,  loss  should  be  in- 
curred, it  ^ould  be  made  good  to  them  in 
the  same  way  as  Germany  makes  good  » 
similar  loss  to  her  ship-owners.  We  are 
told  that  the  Britisher  cannot  go  into  the 
stoke-hold  in  the  Red  Sea.  How  do  the 
Germans  work  their  vessels?  If  a  laboui 
man  were  to  go  down  to  a  German  ship  tr»- 
morrow,  and  offer  to  work  for  nothing,  he 
would  not  be  given  a  joh  France  does  not 
object  to  lascars  being  employed  altwig  tht. 
coast,  but  she  objects  to  foreign  rfiips  en- 
gaging in  the  coastal  trade.  Nrither  :n 
France  nor  in  America  can  a  foreign  ship 
trade  from  porf^o  port  along  the  coast 

Senator  Gray.— Does  the  honorable  sena- 
tor say  that  they  are  doing  wrong? 

Senator  STYLES.— No,  I  think  that  we 
ought  to  take  a  leaf  out  of  their  book. 
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They  do  a  number  of  things  which  we 
might  well  copy.  We  might  deal  with  our 
mail  boats  in  the  same  way  as  they  do- 
Their  vessels  are  subsidized,  because  they 
cannot  oranpete  with  our  vessels,  manned 
with  blaclc  labour.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  Empire  will  have  to  adopt  that  policy. 
I  do  not  object  to  French  vessels  coming 
here  and  trading  on  our  coast  if  they  pay 
the  Australian  rate  of  wages.  We  allow 
a  Frenchman  to  engage  in  our  coastal  trade 
cpn  his  own  terms,  but  he  pays  nothing  to- 
wards the  upkeep  of  the  British  Navy.  We 
shall  have  to  protect  ourselves  against  the 
French  in  the  case  of  a  fight,  but  if  an  Aus- 
tralian vessel  desired  to  trade  from  port  to 
port  along  the  coast  of  France  she  would 
soon  be  stopped. 

Senator  Dobson. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  recollect  that  the  British  Empire 
has  51  per  cent,  of  the  shipping  of  the 
world,  and  therefore  cannot  get  enough 
English  sailors? 

Senator  STYLES.— I  wonder  if  the  hon- 
orable senator  knows  how  many  men  are 
employed  in  the  British  mercantile  marine? 

Senatcn:  Dobson. — I  have  read  all  the 
reports,  and  I  know  that  it  is  simply  impos- 
sible to  get  mea 

Senator  STYLES.— There  are  250,000 
men  employed  in  the  British  mercantile 
marine. 

Senator  Dobson.  —  And  37,000  blade 
men. 

Senator  STYLES.— The  House  of  Com- 
mons has  begun  to  look  into  this  question. 
At  the  end  of  1900  it  directed  that  an  in- 
quiry should  be  made  into  the  condition  of 
the  aliens  in  the  British  mercantile 
marine.  An  inquiry  was  held,  and  a  re- 
port was  laid  tiefore  both  Houses  of  the 
British  Parliament  in  August,  r9oi,  show- 
ing that  during  the  fifteen  years  ending 
with  1900  the  British  mercantile  marine 
had  so  increased  that  it  employed  43,000 
more  men  at  the  end  of  that  period  than 
it  did  at  the  beginning,  that  this  number 
inrluded  19,000  coloured  aliens.  12.000 
white  aliens,  and  12,000  boys  of  the  bull- 
Aog  breed,  or  a  little  over  one  in  four.  I 
should  like  to  make  a  few  more  remarks  

Senator  Dobson. — On  the  policy  of  the 
Government,  I  hope. 

Senator  STYLES.— No;  on  the  policy 
of  the  Prime  Minister  in  the  past. 

Senator  Dobson. — ^We  hare  had  enough 
of  the  past. 

Senator  STYLES.— I  haw  reserved  the 
best  part  of  ray  speech  for  the  last,  and  I 
am  sure  that  Senator  Dobscm,  who  has  such 
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a  great  admiration  for  the  Prime  Minister, 
will  be  delighted  by  the  time  I  have  finished. 
At  the  time  when  it  occurred,  I  considered, 
and  I  believe  that  a  large  number  of  others 
oxisidered.  that  Mr.  Reid  was  rather  badly 
treated  when  he  was  not  offered  the  oppor- 
tunity of  becoming  the  first  Prime  Minister 
of  Australia. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Does  the  honorable 
senator  think  that  has  anything  to  do  with 
the  policy  of  the  present  Government? 

Senator  STYLES.— I  intend  to  ^ow 
that  his  political  past  unfits  Mr.  Reid  for 
the  position  he  is  in.  That  has  been  the 
whole  object  of  my  speech. 

Senator  Gray. — He  has  got  there. 

Senator  STYLES.— Yes ;  and  I  am  going 
to  show  that  it  would  be  right  to  put  him 
out  as  rapidly  as  possible,  as  he  is  an  un- 
safe man  to  be  ther&  I  propose  now  to 
trace  his  career  in  another  direction.  I, 
in  common  with,  I  think,  the  great  bulk 
of  the  people,  believed  that  when  the  first 
Governor- General,  after  Sir  William  Lyne 
had  failed  to  form  a  Ministry,  gave  a  com- 
mission  to  Mr.  Barton,  a  private  citizen, 
Mr.  Reid  was  rather  badly  treated.  But 
I  have  gone  more  fully  into  the  matter 
lately,  and  I  now  t.jnk  that  Lord  Hope- 
toun  acted  rightly.  He  was  well  posted 
in  Australian  politics,  and  in  my  opinicm 
now  he  could  not  have  done  anything  else 
than  he  did. 

Senator  Dobson. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  propose  to  try  to  prove  that  Lord 
Hopetoun  did  not  send  for  Mr.  Reid  on 
account  of  his  political  career  ? 

Senator  STYLES.— Yes,   as   I  shall 

prove. 

Senator  Dobson. — I  think  the  honorable 
senator  ow^ht  to  leave  it  alone. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  would  point  out 
that  all  these  interjections  greatly 
lengthen  the  speech. 

Senator  Dobson. — Is  it  relevant  to  the 
question  Ixifore  the  Chair,  sir,  for  the  hon- 
orable senator  to  try  to  show  what  was 
Lord  Hopetoun's  reason  for  not  sending  for 
a  certain  gentleman  three  or  four  years  ago 
to  form  a  Government  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  asked  Senator 
Styles  if  he  thought  it  was  relevant  to  the 
policy  of  the  Ministry  to  discuss  the  rea- 
sons why  Kfr.  Reid  ought  to  have  been  the 
first  Prime  Minister,  and  he  said  that  he 
was  going  to  ctmnect  his  remarks  with  the 
public  acts  of  Mr.  Reid,  in  order  to  show 
that  he  is  not  a  proper  person  to  be  the 
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Prime  Minister  of  the  Conunonwealth.  If 
that  is  so,  I  cannot  say  that  he  is  out  of 
order. 

Senator  Dqbson. — I  admit,  sir,  that 
Senator  Styles  may  criticise  Mr.  Reid's 
public  career,  and  attempt  to  show  that  he 
is  unfit  to  be  Prime  Minister ;  but  he  is 
now  seeking  to  show  that  Lord  Hopetoun, 
from  a  large  knowledge  of  public  affairs, 
regarded  Mr.  Reid  as  an  unfit  person  to 
send  for  to  form  a  Government,  and  I  sub- 
nit  that  is  out  of  order  <hi  the  ground  of 
irrelevancy. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  really  cannot 
lee  what  connexion  it  has  with  the  question 
I>efore  the  Chair,  but  I  understand  that 
Senator  Styles  intends  to  connect  his  re- 
marks  therewith. 

Senator  STYLES. — I  was  going  to  show 
why  I  at  one  time  thought  Mr.  Reid  was  not 
well  treated.  The  Commonwealth  would 
not  have  been  in  existence  now  if  it 
had  not  been  for  his  action.  He  called> 
a  Conference  of  Premiers,  to  meet  in 
Hobart  in  January,  1895.  It  agreed 
to  a  draft  Enabling  Bill,  which  the 
Parliament  of  each  Colony  was  to  be 
asked  to  pass  for  the  purpose?  of  calling 
into  existence  a  Federal  Convention,  to 
frame  a  Constitution.  Mr.  Reid  took 
the  first  step  in  that  direction.  His  Bill, 
when  it  was  introduced,  contained  no  pro- 
vision for  a  minimum  affirmative  vote. 

Senator  Dobson. — ^This  seems  to  me  to 
be  absolutelv  irrelevant. 

Senator  STYLES.— The  honorable  and 
learned  senator  knows  what  is  coming  per- 
fectly well. 

Senator  Dobson. — I  have  not  the  faint- 
est idea. 

Senator  STYLES.— The  honorable  and 
learned  senator  is  a  well  read  man,  and 
knows  that  what  I  am  about  to  mention 
is  not  very  creditable  to  the  Prime  Minister 
as  a  politician.  Mr.  Reid  was  forced  into 
the  position  of  adopting  a  provision  for 
a  minimum  affirmati^-e  ^-ote,  and  he  was 
willing  to  accept  a  TOte  of  38.000.  Sub- 
sequently an  amendment  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Hughes  to  fix  the  number  at  50,00c  votes, 
and  Mr.  Reid  adopted  that  view.  That 
was  all  perfectly  straight.  He  then  at- 
tended the  meeting  of  the  Convention  in 
Adelaide,  and  when  he  was  bidding  his 
fellow -delegates  good-bye,  on  the  21st 
April,  1897,  he  said — 

I  may  be  allowed  before  I  go  ...  to  ex- 
press to  the  public  of  Australia  my  profoundest 
satisfaction,  as  one  of  those  who  helped  to  bring 
this  Convention  into  existence,  tit  the  coDcilta- 
tory  and  patriotic  spirit  wbich  has  been  ihown 


througboat  the  whole  of  tbe  transactions  by  tke 
various  delegations  from  the  Australian  colonies. 
I  confess  I  came  here  with  misgivings;  but  I 
am  ^lad  now  to  be  able  to  state  that  oar  pro- 
ceedmgs  have  been  of  such  a  character  that  I 
feel  more  confident  than  ever  that  we  are  realty 
at  last  on  the  brink  of  that  glorious  transforma- 
tion which  will  enable  us,  and  all  the  people 
of  Australia,  to  rise  to  the  true  dignity  of  the 
destiny  which  lies  before  us. 

One  \fould  think  from  that  speech  that  he 
was  well  satisfied  with  the  Convention  Bill, 
which  I  may  say  was  completed  two  days 
afterwards.  Fourteen  days  aftenvards  he 
laid  the  draft  Bill  before  the  local  Par- 
liament. And  four  weeks  later  one  of  his 
supporters  introduced  a  Bill  to  amend  the 
Enabling  Act,  by  iiKreasing  the  minimuni 
affirmative  vote  from  50,000  to  80.000. 
Any  gentleman  who  had  the  appointmetit 
of  a  Prime  Minister  would  look  at  an  act 
of  that  kind  two  or  three  times  beftwe  he 
selected  Mr.  Reid.  The  Convention  Bill 
of  1 898.  it  will  be  remenfoered,  was 
wrecked  because  of  that  increase.  Only 
72,000  votes  were  polled,  fhat  is  about  40 
per  cent,  more  than  the  original  number 
required.  In  Victoria  we  framed  our 
Enabling  Bill  on  the  lines  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Enabling  Act.  We  copied 
verbatim  the  provision  for  the  50,000 
affiraiative  vote. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Does  the  honor- 
able senator  think  that  that  has  anything 
to  do  with  the  policy  of  the  Government? 

Senator  STYLES.— I  wish  to  make  it 
quite  clear  to  those  who  have  not  followed 
his  tustory  that  Mr.  Reid  is  not  to  be 
trusted,  that  he  has  broken  faith  with  the 
other  States. 

Senator  Sir  Josiaii  Syhon. — Does  tbe 
honorable  senator  think  that  Mr.  Isaacs  is 
to  be  trusted? 

Senator  STYLES. — I  da 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — Does  the 
honorable  senator  know  that  Mr.  Isaacs 
was  anti-Federal  at  one  time? 

Senator  STYLES.— And  so  were  a  good 
many  others.  I  should  like  to  quote  Mr. 
Reid's  own  words,  in  order  to  show  the  value 
which  he  places  upon  a  solemn  compact 
entered  into  between  himself  and  his  Par- 
liament and  the  other  States  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. I  wish  to  show  how  easily 
,  responsibility  sits  upon  the  shoulders  of  the 
present  Prime  Minister.    He  said — 

I  do  not  for  a  moment  wish  to  raise  a  seriwis 
issue  in  this  matter,  even  now,  so  long  as  we  keep 
some  kind  of  faith  with  the  other  Colonies;  but 
if  a  proposition  is  carried,  which  seems  to  me 
to  involve  a  breach  of  faith  of  this  country  with 
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the  other  Colonics,  then  I  must  frankly  say  to 
the  House  that  a  very  serious  question  mu^t 
arise. 

He  did  not  say  that  it  was  not  a  serious 

breach  of  faith.    He  said — 

I  do  not  object  to  an  alteration  of  .1  reasoniih'e 

character  To  require  na  absolute 

majority  is  really  asking  too  mucii. 

The  proposal  was  that  135,000  affirmative 
votes  should  be  the  minimum.  That  was 
one-half  of  270,000  electors.  The 
Hamard  report  goes  on — 

An  HoNOSABLE  Membes. — loo.ooQ  is  quile 
enough. 

Mr.  REID. — 50,000  is  too  low. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  Mr.  Reid  in- 
troduced the  Enabling  Bill  in  the  first  in- 
stance without  any  minimum  vote  provision. 
Of  course  he  did  the  dignified  thing,  as  Pre- 
miers do  sometimes,  when  he  stated — 

I  represent  this  Parliament  in  reference  to  the 
other  Colonies  in  a  peculiar  sense,  and  tt  is  with 
reference  to  the  faith  which  this  House  has  to 
keep  with  the  other  Colonies  that  I  have  to  ad- 
dress myself  to  this  matter.  When  a  people 
«nter  into  bargains,  or  pass  Acts  of  Parliament 
on  the  faith  of  which  other  people,  other  com- 
tnunities,  pass  important  Acts  of  Parliament, 
then  I  think  we  have  to  pause  before  we  seriously 
disturb  the  compact  upon  which  the  movement  is 
based.  I  appeal  to  my  honorable  friends  to 
meet  me  to  the  extent  of  75,000  or  80,000  votes. 

An  Honorable  Mebibek. — No,  100,000. 

Mr.  REID. — All  I  can  say  is  that  100,000 
Slakes  me  an  utter  opponent  of  the  whole  pro- 
posal right  through,  from  start  to  finish,  because 
I  think  that  100,000  would  amount  to  too  serious 
a  breach  of  the  compact  with  the  other  Colimies. 

He  agreed  to  80,000.  That  introduced,  as 
honorable  senators  will  see  at  once,  an  ad- 
vance of  60  per  cent,  upon  the  original 
jo.ooo.  Mr.  Reid  had  a  curious  idea  of 
what  was  a  serious  breach  of  faith  in  rais- 
ing the  minimum  in  this  way  from  50,000 
to  80,000  after  all  the  trouble  whidi  the 
people  of  Australia  had  gone  to.  When 
Mr.  Reid  was  driv'en  from  office,  one  of 
the  newspap,ers  had  a  leading  article  upon 
the  situation.  I  will  quote  a  passage  from 
it.    It  said — 

With  respect  to  the  Federation  movement,  Mr. 
Reid  was  most  unhappily  an  opportunist.  No- 
body expected  Mr.  Reid  would  assume  a  yes-no 
attitude  in  the  first  referendum^  This  hajting 
policy  was  partly  a  concession  to  die  anti-Federal 
section  of  his  supporters  in  Sydney,  and  partly 
personal  jealousy  of  the  Convention  leader,  Mr. 
Barton.  The  game  of  an  opportunist  is  a  game 
of  calculation,  and  Mr.  Reid  miscalculated.  Had 
he  decided  to  run  a  straight  course  when  he  re- 
turned from  the  Convention,  his  personal  ad- 
vocacy would  have  secured  the  statutory  ma- 
jority at  the  first  referendum,  the  Commcmwealth 
would  now  be  in  existence,  and  Mr.  Reid  now 
be  Prime  Minister  of  the  Commonwealth. 


That  "was  written  fifteen  mwiths  before 
Federation  was  cOTSummated.  It  was 
urged  that  if  Mr.  ReiH  had  run  a  straight 
course  he  might  have  been  Prime  Minister 
of  the  Commonwealth.  It  was  the  Argus, 
a  supporter  of  Mr.  Reid's,  which  said  that. 
Not  knowing  many  of  these  things,  I 
thought  that  Mr.  Reid  had  been  dealt  with 
hardly,  seeing  tHat  the  Governor-General 
selected  Sir  William  Lyne  as  the  first  Prime 
Minister,  and  asked  him  to  form  a  Ministry. 
It  will  be  -remembered  that  Sir  WilliaiA 
Lyne  failed.  If  it  were  necessary  that  a 
member  of  the  New  South  Wales  Parlia- 
ment, holding  a  prominent  position,  should 
be  sent,  for  by  the  Governor- General,  it 
seemed  to  me  at  the  time  that  the  fair  and 
proper  course,  seeing  that  the  Premier  of 
the  State  had  failed  to  form  a  Ministry, 
was  to  sen3  for  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, who  at  the  time  was  Mr.  Reid.  I 
held  the  opinion  that  at  that  time  Mr. 
Reid  had  done  more  for  Fpderation  than 
any  other  man  in  Australia.  But  Sir  William 
Lyne  having  failed,  the  Governor-General 
passed  over  Mr.  Reid  and  asked  a  private 
citizen.  Sir  Edmund  Barton,  to  undertake 
the  formation  of  the  first  Federal  Minis- 
try. It  is  true  that  that  private  citizen 
had  been  leader  of  the  Federal  Conven- 
tion. But  the  Bill  which  that  Convention 
prepared  had  been  defeated  by  the  people 
of  his  own  State.  So  that  Sir  Edmund 
Baiton,  to  my  mind,  was  really  out  of  the 
running.  The  Bill  that  was  accepted  by 
the  people  of  New  South  Wales  was  base^ 
upon  the  Bill  which  the  Cmvention  framed, 
but  it  had  been  revised  and  amended  in 
vital  points  by  the  Premiers'  Con- 
ference. Mr.  Reid  called  that  Confer- 
ence together.  He  was  its  moving  spirit. 
The  Bill  which  issued  from  it  became  our 
present  Constitution,  and  not  the  Bill 
framed  by  the  Convention.  .  These,  it 
seemed  to  me,  weie  strong  reasons  why  Mr. 
Reid  should  be  sent  for,  and  commissicmed 
to  form  the  first  Federal  Ministry,  failing 
the  Premier  of  New  South  Wales;  it  being 
admitted  on  all  sides  that  the  parent  State 
had  a  kind  of  right  to  have  one  of  its  own 
citizens  chosen  to  be  the  first  Prime  Min- 
ister. 

Senator  Higgs.  — I  think  that  Austra- 
lia recognised  that  Sir  Edmund  Barton 
was  the  man  to  Ee  sent  for. 

Senator  STYLES. — ^Australia,  perhaps, 
did  not  know  the  whole  of  the  circum- 
stances. I  did  not  know  them.  I  must 
say  that,  if  Mr.  Reid's  political  record  had 
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been  as  clean  as  Sir  Edmund  Barton's  was, 
he  would  have  been  badly  treated. 

Senator  Higgs. — Does  the  honoiable 
senator  mean  to  suggest  that  the  Governor- 
General  knew  him? 

Senator  STYLES.— My  own  fixed  con- 
viction is  that  the  Governor- General  knew 
all  the  circumstances  which  I  have  related. 
Lord  Hopetoun  was  a  man  who  was  quite 
abreast  of  Australian  politics.  He  had 
been  here  before,  and  being  a  man  of  mark, 
we  may  rely  upon  it  that  he  kept  himself 
abreast  of  Australian  affairs. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syuoh. — Did  it  not 
strike  the  h^rable  senator  then,  that  the 
Governor-General  should  not  have  sent  for 
Sir  William  Lyne,  who  was  the  strongest 
anti- Federalist  in  New  South  Wales? 

Senator  STYLES. — Lord  Hopetoun 
sent  for  Sir  William  Lyne,  because  he  was 
the  Premier  of  the  State.  But  my  point 
is  that,  failing  him,  the  leader  of  the  Op- 
position in  that  State  should  have  been 
called  upon. 

Senator  Dobson. — Certainly  not ;  the 
leader  of  the  CcHivention. 

Senator  STYLES.— Seeing  that  since 
1895  Mr.  Reid  had  done  more  for  Austra- 
lian union  than  any  other  half-dozen  men 
in  Australia,  I  thought  he  ought  to  have 
been  sent  for. 

Senator  Dobson. — ^The  honorable  sena- 
tor is  the  only  man  whom  I  have  ever 
heard  say  so. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symgn. — Certainly, 
Mr.  Reid  did  a  great  deal  for  Federa- 
tion. 

Senator  STYLES.— Was  it  not  through 
him  that  the  Conference  of  Premiers  was 
held?  These  facts  led  me  strongly  to  the 
opinion  that  there  must  have  been  good 
reasons  why  Lord  Hopetoun  did  not  send 
for  him,  and  commission  him  to  form  the 
first  Ministry. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symgn. — The  voice 
of  Australia  pmnted  to  Sir  Edmund 
Barton. 

Senator  STYLES. — Who  took  notice  of 
the  voice  of  Australia?  Did  the  Governor- 
General  do  so  when  he  sent  for  Sir  William 
Lyne?  I  have  a  high  opinion  of  Lord 
Hopetoun's  powers,  and  I  believe  now  that 
he  saw  clearly  what  ought  to  be  done. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — Federalists 
thought — wrongly  perhaps — that  he  made 
a  blunder. 

Senator  STYLES.— He  knew  perfectly 
well  what  he  was  doing.  He  selected  Sir 
William  Lyne,  notwithstanding  that  he 
was  the  greatest  anti-Biilite  in  New  South 


Wales — I  do  not  say  the  strongest  anti- 
Federalist — because  he  was  Premier  of  that 
State.  Failing  Sir  William  Lyne,  I  think 
that  there  were  good  reasons  for  sending 
for  Mr.  Reid,  and  that  if  he  had  had  a 
clean  political  record  he  would  have  been 
sent  for. 

Senator  de  Lakgie. — Another  Scotchman 
found  him  out. 

Senator  STYLES.— Yes.  One  Scotch- 
man found  out  anodier  CKie. 

Senator  Dobson. — It  is  a  very  unfaii 
thing  to  impute  motives  of  that  sort  to  the 
Governor-General  on  such  grounds. 

Senator  STYLES. — I  have  a  perfect 
right  to  my  own  opinion. 

Senator  Dobson. — It  is  grosslv  unfair. 

Senator  STYLES.— That  may  be  the 
honorable  and  learned  senaior's  opinion, 
but  if  Senator  Dobson  knows  his  own 
opinion  on  any  matter  he  is  the  only  man 
in  this  chamber  who  does  know  it  at  any 
time.  I  .intend  to  touch  upon  another 
aspect,  and  then  I  shall  have  dwie  with 
Mr.  Reid.  I  have  no  doubt  that  honorable 
senators  have  heard  of  the  Neild  episode  in 
Mr.  Reid's  career.  Mr.  J.  C.  Neil3  was  a 
member  of  Parliament  in  New  South 
Wales.  I  mention  this  because  I  think 
that  a  gentleman  holding  such  a  high  posi* 
tion  as  that  of  Prime  Aiinista  of  Australia 
is  fairly  open  to  criticism. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — Did  he  not 
expiate  that  by  being  turned  out  of  office? 

Senator  STYLES. — I  thought  that  ques- 
tion would  come.  But  let  me  ask  Senator 
Symon  whether,  if  he  had  an  accountant 
who  had  committed  a  breach  of  trust,  and 
was  punished  for  it,  he  would  take  him  back 
into  his  service  again?  I  am  quifc  sure 
that  the  iionorable  an3  learned  senator 
knows  too  much  of  the  world  to  take  a  man 
back  into  his  emplm'ment  in  a  position  of 
trust,  who  had  done  what  he  ought  not  to 
do  in  such  a  connexaon. 

Senator  Gray. — ^What  he  did  was  a 
grand  thing. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symgn. — Why  should 
we  go  into  the  no-confidence  debates  of  New 
South  Wales? 

Senator  STYLES.— I  have  a  right  to 
show  that  the  political  career  of  ihe  Prime 
Minister  is  of  sudi  a  character  that  he  ought 
not  to  be  intrusted  with  the  highest  place 
in  the  service  of  the  people  of  Australia. 
That  is  the  positim  I  take  up. 

Senator  Dobson. — Do  not  hit  below  the 
belt. 

Senator  STYLES.— I  do  not  intend  to 
do  so. 
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Senator  Pulsfosd. — ^The  hmorable  sena- 
tor has  been  doing  so  all  alixig. 

Senator  STYLES. — ^These  remarks  come 
from  honorable  senators  who  are  so  accus- 
tomed to  doing  what  they  complain  of, 
that  they  attribute  the  same  conduct  fu 
others.  Do  they  not  remember  how  Mr. 
Reid  hit  below  the  belt  in  criticising  Sir 
Edmund  Barton  and  others?  Let  me  re- 
call these  facts  to  the  minds  of  honorable 
senators.  Early  in  1897,  Mr.  J.  C.  Neild, 
Chen  member  for  Paddington,  New  South 
Wales,  went  to  England.  When  he  was 
just  about  leaving,  the  following  question 
-was  asked  in  the  New  South  Wales  Par- 
liament, Mr.  Reid  then  being  Premier  

Senator  Higgs. — Is  the  honorable  sena- 
for  referring  to  the  poet  or  the  politician? 

Senator  STYLES.— I  am  referring  to 
Mr.  J.  C.  Neild,  the  politician,  now  the 
honorable  Senator  Lt-Col.  J.  C.  Neild 
The  question  to  which  I  allude  was  as  fol- 
low^s :  — 

I  have  been  requested  to  ask  the  Premier  :  Is 
it  a  fact  that  he  has  givea  a  roving  commission 
to  the  honorable  member  for  Paddington  to  in- 
quire into  the  system  of  old-a^e  peosioas  in 
Europe;  and,  if  Mt  is  it  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood that  no  expense  is  to  be  incurrea  by  the 
State  ? 

Sir  Reid  replied— 

I  desire  to  say  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Paddington,  who  is  about  to  visit  England,  has 
been  empowered  by  the  Government  to  make  such 
inquiry ;  but  be  has  consented  to  do  so  without 
the  slightest  remuneration,  either  in  the  way  of 
allowance  for  expenses,  or  otherwise.  He  will 
do  so  without  the  slightest  expense  to  the  Go- 
vernment. 

The  last  paragraph  in  the  Neild  Report, 
which  was  written  by  Senator  Neild  him- 
self, reads  as  follows: — 

I  have  now  completed  my  arduous  task,  which 
I  undertook  at  my  own  charge,  and  without  hope 
of  reward,  save  that  which  comes  from  useful 
work  honestly  done  in  the  interests  of  biAnanity. 

There  we  have  the  two  parties  to  what  was 
subsequently  a  bargain,  positively  declaring 
that  there  was  no  understanding  that  a  pay- 
ment of  public  money  should  be  made  frcxn 
one  to  the  other.  But  a  year  afterwards, 
another  question  was  asked  in  the  New 
South  Wales  Parliament  to  the  following 
effect : — 

Has  any  report  been  received  in  respect  to 
old-age  pensions  from  Mr.  J.  C.  Neild,  M.P.? 

The  Chief  Secretary  replied  as  follows: — 

Mr.  Neild  has  prepared  one    ....  and 
the  work  is  now  being  printed  at  the  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office. 
Then  the  question  was  asked — 

What  cost  has  been  incurred  in  prwuring  the 
report? 


and  the  Chief  Secretary  replied — 

None. 

On  the  3cth  August  of  the  following  year, 
a  motion  of  no-confidence  was  tabled,  and 
came  on  for  discussion.  Just  before  it  was 
debated  a  question  was  raised  in  the  New 
South  Wales  Parliament,  which  in  the  re- 
port is  headed — 

Privilege.— Mr.  J.  C.  Neild. 
The  report  goes  on— 

Mr.  LEVIEN.— I  wish  to  ask  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  a  question,  without  notice.  I  wish  to 
know  whether  the  money  which  has  been  paid 
to  the  honorable  member  for  Paddington  has 
been  paid  back  into  the  Treasury  by  him?  The 
Colonial  Treasurer  will  know  whether  that  is  so 
or  not. 

The  answer  was  as  follows: — 

Mr.  CARRUTHERS.— I  may  say  that  the 
amount  has  been  paid  into  the  Treasury  by  Mr. 
Neild. 

To  an  outsider  it  must  seem  to  have  been 
curious  that  the  money  should  have  been 
repaid  if  it  were  due  to  Mr.  Neild-  If  it 
were  not  due  to  him,  why  should  it  have 
been  paid  to  him ;  and  why  should  Mr. 
Reid  have  declared  that  he  was  doing  this 
work  at  his  own  cost?  Speaking  on  the  no- 
ojnfidence  motion,  Mr.  Reid  himself  said — 
to  show  that  it  was  not  his  Government,  but 
himself,  who  authorized  the  payment  of  this 
money — 

I  voluntarily  said  to  Neild,  *'  Now,  NeiM,  we 
will  pay  you  your  expenses  in  connexion  with 
this  work,  and  I  will  add  £250  for  your  personal 
trouble." 

All  this  came  out  when  the  no-confidence 
debate  was  on.  Sir  William  Lyne  had 
moved — 

That  the  present  Government  does  not  possess 
the  confidence  of  this  House. 

But  the  House  was  not  satisfied  with  carry- 
ing that  motioa  It  was  satisfied  that 
Mr.  Reid,  personally,  and  not  his  Govern- 
ment, was  responsible.  Consttjuently,  the 
House  resolved — 

That  the  present  Government  does  not  possess 
the  confidence  of  this  House,  and  deserves  cen- 
sure for  having  made  payments  of  public  money 
to  Mr,  J.  C.  Neild,  member  for  Paddington, 
without  asking  Parliament,  and  contrary  to  the 
assurance  given  by  the  right  honorable  the 
Premier. 

There  were  125  members  of  the  House,  of 
whixn  118  voted,  seventy-eight  in  favour 
of  the  motion  of  censure,  and  forty  against, 
whilst  six  paired. 

Senator  Gray. — Does  the  honorable  sena- 
tor know  that  Mr.  McGowan,  the  ieatler  of 
the  Labour  Party,  stated  that  that  was  not 
the  real  reason  for  the  motion? 
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Senator  STYLES.— I  do  not  know  what 
Mr.  McGowan  said,  but  I  can  tell  him 
what  was  said  by  the  Dtdly  Telegraph,  coie 
of  the  largest  newspapers  in  Australia.  The 
Daily  Telegraph  said: — 

When  Mr.  Reid  allowed  himself  to  be  enticed 
into  devious  political  paths,  he  placed  a  strain 
on  the  loyalty  of  fais  followers  which  could  not 
be  endured.  In  the  midst  of  it,  came  the  dis- 
closures connected  with  the  Neild  case,  which 
made  it  necessary  that  Parliament  should  take 
decisive  action  to  prevent  the  under-mining  of 
that  safeguard  which,  whether  effective  or  not, 
is  the  only  one  by  which  the  purity  of  public 
life  can  be  guaranteed.  There  was  nothing, 
therefore,  but  to  bring  the  errant  Government 
before  the  bar  of  constitutional  justice,  and  at 
any  cost  pass  the  inevitable  judgment  upon  them. 
Any  attempt  on  Mr.  Reid's  part  to  escape  the 
penalty  which  the  House  has  apportioned  to 
the  breach  of  Ministerial  faith  involved  in  the 
transaction  for  which  the  Government  was  cen- 
sured, would  simply  be  a  step  from  bad  to  worse. 

I  think  that  is  me  of  the  strongest  con- 
demnations I  ever  lead.  Neither  of  the 
extracts  which  I  have  read  is  from  the 
Melbourne  Age. 

Senator  Walker. — Wonderful ! 

Senator  STYLES.— It  is  not  wonderful 
at  all.  I  knew  that,  no  matter  how  accu- 
rate the  extracts  might  be,  if  they  were 
from  the  Age^  I  should  be  told  the  state- 
ments were  biassed,  and  so  I  went  to  the 
free-trade  bible  -and  prayer-book. 

Senator  Gray. — How  much  did  poor 
Neild  get  out  of  it? 

Senator  STYLES.— Nothing ;  he  re- 
turned the  money.  I  do  not  know  any 
more  of  the  case  than  what  I  have  read  in 
Hansard  and  the  public  press.  I  was 
twitted  a  little  while  ago,  when  I  expressed 
the  opinion  that  Lord  Hopetoun  might  have 
been  influenced  by  all  this  business.  That 
is  still  my  opinion,  because  I  cannot  see 
any  reason  why  Lord  Hopetoun  should 
have  ignored  this  particular  man. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syhon. — The  hon 
orable  senator  has  no  right  to  say  that. 

Senator  STYLES.— I  have  a  perfect 
right  to  express  my  opinion,  so  long  as  I 
do  so  respectfully. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — Why  ex- 
press an  opinion  of  that  kind  in  regard  to 
Lord  Hopetoun? 

Senator  STYLES.— There  must  havd 
been  some  reason  why  Lord  Hopetoun  de- 
liberately ignored  this  man,  and  there  can- 
not be  found  in  any  of  the  newspapers 
which  supported  Mr.  Reid,  any  protest 
against  his  being  passed  over  at  the  time. 

Senator  Dobson. — He  was  not  passed 
over. 


Senator  STYLE  S  .—He  was  passed 
over  by  Lord  Hopetoun.  I  could  have  un- 
derstood if  Lord  Hopetoun  had  said  that, 
as  he  believed  Sir  Edmund  Barton  would  be 
the  choice  of  Australia,  he  woutd  ask  that 
gentleman  to  form  a  Gkn'emment. 

Senator  Walker.— That  was  the  reason. 

Senator  STYLES.  — Lord  Hopetoun 
asked  an  anti-Cillite  to  form  a  Government 
because  that  anti-BilHte  was  the  Premier 
of  a  State.  But  it  was  Mr.  Reid's  Bill 
that  was  being  dealt  with  in  the  ffxin  of  a 
ConstituticHi  Act,  and  not  the  Bill  of  a 
Convention  at  all. 

Senator  Gray. — Mr.  Barton  was  the  re- 
cognised leader  of  the  Federal  movement 

Senator  STYLES. — Can  it  be  said  thai 
Sir  Edmund  Barton  did  as  much  as  Mr. 
Reid  did  for  the  Federal  mo\%nient  ?  Mr. 
Baiton  may  have  made  as  many  speeches 
a;  Mr.  Reid  did,  but  it  was  the  latter  who 
brought  the  Federal  movement  to  a  prac- 
tical issue. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  cannot  see  the 
relevancy  of  these  remarks  to  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Senate. 

Senator  STYLES. — I  am  only  trying  to 
show  why  I  have  no  confidence  in  the  pre- 
sent Prime  Minister.  I  believe  him  to  be 
an  opportunist  in  politics,  who  trims  his 
sails  to  catch  every  favouring  tveeze — a 
man  who  will  cling  to  office  as  long  as  pos- 
sible, and  will  need  a  locomotive  to  drag 
him  from  the  Treasury  benched.  I  am 
thankful  to  hcmorable  senators  for  having 
listened  so  patiently  to  me  while,  rather 
ruggedly,  I  am  afraid,  I  have  placed  my 
views  before  them.  There  can  be  no  personal 
feeling  on  my  part,  because  I  hare  never 
spoken  to  Mr.  Reid,  but  when  I  r^  of 
sudi  things  I  begin  to  wcxider  whether,  if 
he  was  not  good  enough  to  be  Prime  Min- 
istCT  in  the  first  case,  he  has  so  improved 
as  to  be  good  enough  now. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — He  was 
good  enough  then,  but  there  was  another 
man  before  him. 

Senator  STYLES.— At  all  events,  Mr. 
Reid  is  in  double  harness  with  Mr. 
McLean,  and  I  wily  hope  they  will 
not  go  too  fast.  I  must  ocxifess  that 
I  am  astonished  that  certain  members 
should  4)ave  joined  this  Govenmient.  All 
I  have  said  this  evening  is  in  regard  to  the 
Prime  Minister;  I  have  found  no  great 
fault  with  any  of  the  other  Ministers, 
though  I  should  have  Uked  to  see  any  (xie 
of  several  m»nbers  as  Prime  Minister  in 
preference  to  the  gentleman  now  at  the 
head  of  the  Government. 
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Senator  GRAY  (New  South  Wales).— As 
a  new  member,  I  feel  it  may  be  deemed  an 
impertinence  on  my  part  to  criticise  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  debates  in  this  Chamber 
are  conducted.  I  feel,  however,  that  dur- 
ing the  two  last  debates,  the  tone  'has  de- 
teriorated in  comparison  with  the  tone  pre^ 
viously  observed.  On  the  two  last  occa- 
sicHis  we  have  been  treated  to  biographical 
sketches  of  the  past  careers  of  members  of 
this  Parliament,  without  any  reference 
whate\-er  to  the  larger  questions  which  we 
are  here  to  consider.  I  do  not  think  that 
the  speech  of  Senator  Styles,  or,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  the  speech  of  Senator  McGregor, 
will  cause  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth 
to  think  that  they  are  represented  with  that 
dignity  which  is  their  due.  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  endeavour  to  fairly  and  equitably 
defend  my  leader  from  the  criticism 
which  Senator  Styles  has  seen  fit  to  apply. 
Senator  Styles  is  too  old  a  parliamentarian 
to  be  influenced  by  any  perscxial  feelings 
in  a  matter  of  this  kind ;  but  outrageous 
personaHties  in  connexion  with  the  political 
careers  of  members  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment had  much  better  be  omitted  from  our 
discussion,  or,  at  any  rate,  left  to  those  hon- 
orable senators  who  have  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience of  the  public  men  of  the  mother 
Slate.  I  ventiiie  to  say  that  throughout 
Australia  there  is  no  gentleman,  who,  ac- 
cording to  his  lights,  has  carried  on  his 
political  career  more  in  the  interests  of  his 
State  and  the  CcMnmonwealth  than  has  the 
present  Prime  Minister,  and  I  speak  of  him 
with  many  yeajrs  experience  as  a  close  per- 
sonal acquaintance.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  go  into  details  in  order  to  defend  Mr. 
Raid.  A  gentleman  who  has  had  the  good 
will  of  his  fellow  citizens  and  has  held 
the  proud  position  of  Premier  for  many 
years,  should,  at  all  events,  be  credited  with 
good  faith.  When  an  honorable  senator 
andertakes  to  give  reasons  why  Mr.  Reid 
is  not  a  fit  person  to  become  Prime 
Minister,  he  should  make  himself  ab- 
solutely certain  as  to  the  particulars  be 
wishes  to  pnn'e.  Senator  Neild  did  not 
only  go  to  England,  but  travelled  through- 
out France,  Germany,  and  other  Eurc^an 
countries,  and  produced  a  report  which  is 
regarded  by  experts  as  one  of  the  most 
valuable  ever  produced  on  the  question 
which  he  investigated,  namely,  old- 
age  pensions.  When  Senator  Neild 
fi  rst  undertook  the  commission  it  was 
not  thought  that  he  would  take  the  immense 
trouble  he  did,  or  that  his  report  would  be 
of  such  a  valuable  character.  Senator 


Neild  is  not  a  rich  man,  and  in  view  of 
the  great  work  which  he  had  done,  Mr. 
Reid  volunteered  to  pay  the  expense  abso- 
lutely incurred  in  getting  the  information 
together.  That  money  Mr.  Reid,  in  his 
good  nature,  advanced ;  and  I  may  tell 
honorable  senators  what  I  suppose  they 
know,  that  if  the  State  Parliament  had  de- 
clined to  authorize  the  expenditure  Mr. 
Reid  would  have  been  perscmally  respon- 
sible. There  is  no  truth  whatever  in  the 
insinuation  that  this  mor>ey  was  paid  with 
any  intention  of  concealing  the  fact  from 
Parliament. 

Senator  Styles. — Is  the  motion  of  cen- 
sure an  insinuaticm  ? 

Senator  GRAY. — It  has  been  stated  over 
and  over  again  by  the  leader  of  the  Labour 
Party  in  New  South  Wales  that  the  actiial 
reason  for  the  motion  of  censure  was  that 
Mr.  Reid  would  not  consent  to  introduce 
an  early  closing  proposal  with  arbitrary 
conditions  in  regard  to  small  shops.  There 
was  not  a  single  member  of  the  New  South 
Wales  Parliament  at  the  time  who  really 
believed  in  the  principle  of  the  motion  for 
which  he  voted.  I  also  believe  there  was 
scarcely  a  member  of  the  House  who  did 
not  justify  Mr.-  Reid  in  advancing  this 
money.  The  remarkable  thing  is  that  a 
subsequent  Government,  which  for  four 
years  was  dominated  by  the  Labour  Party 
— the  party  which  voted  for  the  expulsion 
of  Mr.  Reid  from  office — have  since  then 
spent  thousands  upon  thousands  of  pounds 
without  putting  the  proposals  through  ths 
routine  of  the  House  in  the  usual  constitu- 
tional course. 

Senator  Dawson. — Why  use  the  word 
"  dominated  "  ? 

Senator  GRAY. — I  used  the  term  be- 
cause at  any  moment  the  Labour  Party 
lifted  their  fingers  they  could  have  sent 
the  Government  right-about-face,  and  every- 
thing was  done  under  the  domination  of 
the  Labour  Party,  who  were  just  as  much 
responsible  as  the  Government. 

Senator  Dawson. — Could  the  honorable 
senator  not  use  the  word  "assisted"? 

Senator  GRAY.— I  do  not  know  that  I 
could  justly  use  the  word  "assisted,"  be- 
cause I  believe  a  good  deal  of  the  money 
would  not  have  been  spent  but  for  the 
craving  of  the  Labour  Party.  I  left  Mr. 
Reid's  guidance,  and  went  over  to  Sir 
Edmund  Bartcwi,  because  Mr.  Reid  would 
not  give  his  adhesion  to  the  first  Consti- 
tution Bill  brought  forward,  though  since 
then  I  rather  feel  that  I  was  wrong,  and 
Mr.  Reid  was  right.    We^wuld  have  had 
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no  Federation  to-day,  but  for  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Reid  gave  his  adheren(»  to  the  Fede- 
ral movement  after  the  second  Conven- 
tion. When  he  did  so,  there  was  a  shout 
of  exultation  from  all  Federalists,  because 
they  knew  that  Federation  was  an  accom- 
plished fact,  so  far  as  New  South  Wales 
was  concerned.  It  must  not  be  forgotten, 
however,  that  Sir  Edmund  Barton  had  for 
years  been  acknowledged  as  the  leader  of 
the  Federal  movement,  and  he  had  cer- 
tainly given  much  time  and  labour  to  his 
advocacy.  Mr.  Reid  had  the  same  feeling 
as  that  to  which  Senator  Styles  has  given 
expression,  and  considered,  so  far  as  I 
know  from  indirect  information,  that  he 
ought  to  have  been  "sent  for."  There 
were,  however,  others  who,  after  Sir 
William  Lyne  had  formerly  been  offered 
the  position,  thought  it  only  right  that  Sir 
Edmund  Barton  shouH  be  called  upon,  as 
the  leader  of  the  movement,  to  form  the 
first  Federal  Government  The  insinua- 
tion that  Lend  Hopetoun  formed  such  an 
opinion  of  Mr.  Reid  that  His  Ex- 
cellency did  not  feel  disposed  to 
commission  that  gentleman  to  form 
a  Government  is  beneath  contempt. 
When  I  hear  these  strong  fanatical  view*! 
of  different  parties,  and  leaders,  expressed. 
I  am  reminded  of  a  conversation  I  once 
heard  in  Yorkshire  between  two  gentlemen. 
One  of  them  said,  "  If  I  had  my  way  I 
should  drown  GladstMie,"  while  the  other 
said,  "  I  would  hang  Disraeli  as  high  as 
I  could  if  I  had  my  way."  That 
was  how  the  leaders  of  two  distinct 
parties  in  the  old  country  were  regarded  by 
two  educated  gentlonen.  The  speech  of 
Senator  Styles,  with  its  narrow  provincial- 
ism, was  not  of  a  character  to  foster  the 
Federal  spirit  On  the  contrary,  it  could 
only  serve  to  keep  alive  the  provincialist 
feeling,  and  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  one 
man  is  from  New  South  Wales,  and  another 
is  from  Victoria, 

Senator  Styles. — I  made  no  reference  to 
that. 

Senator  GRAY. — No;  but  I  formed  an 
opinicm  from  the  <nrrumstances  which  were 
placed  before  me.  I  believe  that  much  of 
the  ill-feeling  which  has  been  generated  in 
connexion  with  Mr.  Reid,  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  he  is  regarded  as  the  most  powerful  fac- 
tor in  the  political  atmosphere  of  New  South 
Wales.  I  believe  that  there  is  no  man  who 
wilt  do  so  much  as  the  Right  Hcxiorable 
G.  H.  Reid,  to  bring  about  the  brother- 
hood of  the  people  of  the  States,  as  I  be- 
lieve that,  if  he  is  given  the  opportunity. 


he  will  show  the  people  of  the  Gc»nnion- 
wealth  at  large  that  he  is  not  only  a  repre- 
sentative of  New  South  Wales,  but  a  re- 
presentative of  the  Commonwealth,  and  will 
do  his  best  to  promote  the  happiness  and 
welfare  of  the  people. 

SenatOT  HiGGs. — And  he  coraraences  lo 
show  that  feeling  by  denying  to  the  smaller 
States  a  representati<Hi  in  his  Go\'emmeni. 

Senator  GRAY. — do  not  know  that 

he  ever  denied  that. 

Senator  Higgs. — His  is  a  Victorian  and 
New  South  Wales  Ministry. 

Senator'  GRAY. — I  wish  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  labour  caucud.  The  state- 
ment has  been  made  here  that  the  dedsioii 
of  the  labour  caucus  is  cmly  binding  so  far 
as  it  refers  to  the  programme  whidi  has 
been  laid  down,  and  that  no  questiai 
outside  that  programme  can  be  deilt 
with  by  the  caucus.  I  desire  to  give  an 
illustration  which  I  think  is  not  in  keep- 
ing with  that  statement.  When  the  pas- 
toral industry  of  New  South  Wales  was 
in  thai  condition  that  no  one  knew  whether 
it  was  going  to  be  relievefd  or  to  be  ruined ; 
when  a  cMidition  of  affairs  existed  in  that 
State  such  as  has  never  orcurred  in  any 
other  State  in  the  CcHnmonwealth,  it  was 
felt  by  some  gentlemen  that  the  State  or 
the  Commonwealth  Parliament  ought  to  cotm 
to  the  relief  of  the  brave,  struggling  settlers  i 
on  the  land.  A  deputation  waited  upon  the 
Prime;  Minister,  Mr.  Deakin,  in  Melbourne, 
and  he  gave  us  very  strong  sympathy.  The 
deputation  also  waited  uprai  the  Premio*  of 
New  South  Wales,  and  we  got  stnng  sym- 
pathy there,  too,  but  nothing  else.  It  was 
then  thought  that  we  rnight  be  able  to  do 
something  with  the  Labour  Party,  because 
it  was  known  that  many  lalxHir  members 
deplored  as  much  as  we  did  the  condition 
of  the  country.  Some  of  these  gentlemen 
were  approached,  and  a  meeting  of  the 
Labour  Party  was  held.  The  caucus  sat 
for  over  three  hours,  but  the  vote  was 
against  anything  b^ng  done  to  asnst  the 
struggling  settlerft^  I  know  that  many 
members  came  away  from  the  meetii^  with 
heavy  hearts.  Thery  felt  that  in  come 
measure  they  ought  to  do  all  they  ooold  to 
lelieve  the  pastoral  industry.  But  in  the 
State  Parliament  the  members  of  the  Labour 
Party  would  not  move  their  fingers  to  assist 
any  one  to  bring  forward  a  motion, 
or  to  support  a  motion  when  it  was  brought 
forward,  simply  because  those  who  were  in 
faraur  of  granting  relief  were  dominated  by 
the  caucus  vote. 
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Smiator  Dawson. — Is  the  honorable  sen- 
ator referring  now  to  the  suspensim  of  the 
fodder  duties? 

■  Senator  GRAY.— We  were  asking  the 
Conunonwealth  Government  to  suspend  the 
fodder  duties,  and  the  State  Government  to 
assist  in  purchasing  fodder  for  the  starving 
stock. 

Senator  Dawson. — What  had  the  New 
South  Wales  Labour  Party  to  do  with  the 
suspension  of  the  fodder  duties? 

Senator  GRAY. — Does  the  honorable  sen- 
ator mean  to  tell  me  that  the  condition  of 
country  districts  in  which  men  were  strugg- 
ling and  being  ruined,  and  millions  of 
money  were  being  spent,  was  a  matter  of 
no  concern  to  a  labour  member  ?  Take,  for 
instance.  Mr.  Holman,  who  represented  a 
part  of  the  State  which  was  suffering  ter- 
ribly from  the  drought.  His  constituents 
^vere  doing  all  they  could  in  order  to  get 
him  to  obtain  some  relief.  I  know  that  in 
the  caucus  he  did  his  best  to  achieve  their 
object. 

Senator  Dawson. — Take  Senator  Drake, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  Federal  Cabinet. 
He  would  not  agree  to  suspend  the  fodder 
duties. 

Senator  GRAY. — I  am  not  talking  about 
Senator  Drake,  but  pointing  out  that  there 
have  been  cases  outside  the  platform  in 
which  the  caucus  has  bound  labour  members 
to  act  as  it  dictated. 

Senalor  Findlev. — What  is  the  honorable 
senator's  authority  for  making  that  state- 
ment with  regard  to  the  Labour  Party  of 
New  South  Wales? 

Senator  GRAY. — My  authcMity  is  the 
labour  men  themselves. 

Senator  Finduy. — Binding  on  every  one 
of  them? 

Senator  GRAY. — ^The  result  of  the  hold- 
ing of  that  meeting  was  that  nothing  was 
done  in  the  State  Parliament  to  help  the 
settlers  to  tide  over  the  period  of  suffering. 

Senator  O'Keefe. — Of  how  many  men 
did  the  Labour  Party  consist  at  that  time? 

Senator  GRAY. — TTwenty-six  or  twenty- 
eight. 

Senator  O^Keefe. — And  how  many  mem- 
bers did  the  Legislative  Assembly  comprise? 

Senator  GRAY. — It  comprised  125. 

Senator  O'Keefe. — How  could  twenty- 
six  l^xmr  members  carry  a  v(^e  against  the 
rest? 

Senator  GRAY.— But  the  Labour  Party 
held  the  balance  of  power  in  the  House. 

Senator  O'Keefe.— The  honorable  sena- 
tor admits  that  the  other  parties  were  equally 
wrOTg. 


Senator  GRAY. — I  admit  that  the  Pre- 
mier, Sir  John  See,  was  absolutely  wrong 
in  not  providing  some  relief  for  the  settlers. 
Two  of  his  colleagues  attended  a  meeting 
at  the  Hotel  Australia,  and  strongly  urged 
the  Government  to  do  what  we  asked.  Mr. 
Crick,  the  Minister  for  Lands,  made  one  of 
the  strongest  speeches  I  heard  in  favour 
of  our  request. 

Senator  Dawson. — Was  it  not  the  Bar- 
ton Cabinet  which  absolutely  objected  to 
suspend  the  fodder  duties  at  that  time? 

Senator  GRAY.— The  Barton  Govern- 
ment simply  said  that  they  did  not  think 
that  they  were  in  a  position  to  suspend 
the  fodder  duties,  but  Mr.  Deakin  stated 
afterwards  that  the  Parliament  of  New 
South  Wales  could  grant  the  desired  relief 
if  it  chose. 

Senator  Dawson. — But  the  State  Par- 
liament could  not  deal  with  a  Common- 
wealth matter. 

Senator  GRAY.— The  State  Parliament, 
if  it  had  felt  disposed,  could  have  voted  the 
equivalent  of  the  fodder  duties.  If  it  had 
met  with  the  approval  of  the  caucus  there 
.is  no  doubt  that  the  desired  relief  would 
have  been  granted. 

Senator  DAWS0N.~But  the  honorable 
senator  has  asserted  that  it  was  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Labour  Party  who  were  against 
the  suspension  of  the  fodder  duties. 
I  Senator  GRAY.— No.  I  said  that  some 
labour  members  did  their  best  to  bring 
about  what  we  desired  by  causing  a  meet- 
ing of  the  caucus  party  to  be  held.  The 
blame  for  the  want  of  sympathy  shown  to 
the  struggling  settlers  at  that  time  must  be 
attributed  in  a  large  measure  to  those 
labour  members  who  formed  the  majority 
at  the  caucus. 

Senator  Peabce. — Can  the  honorable  sen- 
ator give  the  name  of  one  labour  member 
who  was  prevented  by  the  caucus  from  vot- 
ing for  the  grant  of  that  relief? 

Senator  GRAY.— The  proof  is  that  the 
caucus  assembled,  and  that  in  consequence 
of  its  decision  no  relief  was  granted. 

Senator  Pearce. — ^Who  told  the  honor- 
senator  what  was  done  in  the  caucus? 

Senator  GRAY. — I  am  sure  that  the  hon- 
ocable  senator  would  not  deem  me  worthy 
of  being  a  member  of  the  Senate  if  T  were 
to  detail  a  private  conversation. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor- has  detailed  a. private  convi^rsafion  but 
suppressed  the  names. 

Senator  GRAY. — No ;  T  have  stated  as 
a  broad  principle  that  the  Labour  Party 
'  in  caucus  did  consider  the  qufstion  as  lo 
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whether  they  should  do  anything  to  force 
the  hands  of  the  Govenunwit  in  that  direc- 
tion. They  came  to  an  adverse  decision, 
and  not  a  single  labour  member  ever  did 
anything  in  the  State  Parliament  to  bring 
about  the  granting  of  any  relief. 

Senator  Givens. — Did  they  do  anything 
to  prevent  the  settlers  getting  relief  voted  ? 

Senator  GRAY. — I  do  not  know  that  any 
member  of  the  Labour  Party  did  anything 
of  that  kind. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor has  utterly  failed  to  show  where  a  single 
member  of  the  Labour  Party  was  inter- 
fered with  by  the  caucus. 

Senator  GRAY. — If  I  have  f  ailedi  to  con- 
vince the  honorable  senator  it  cannot  be 
helped. 

Senator  Findlev. — ^Assuming  it  to  be 
true,  what  Bas  it  to  do  with  the  caucus  meet- 
ings of  the  Federal  Labour  Party  ? 

Senator  GRAY.— The  statement  has 
been  made  that  the  caucus  never  interferes 
with  the  vote  of  a  labour  member  in  respect 
of  any  matter  outside  the  platform. 

Senator  Dawson. — ^And  that  is  abso- 
lutely correct. 

Senator  GRAY. — I  am  in  favour  of  a 
good  deal  in  the  Conciliation  and  Arbitra- 
tion Bill.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  however,  that  I 
am  gradually  weakening  in  the  opinions 
which  I  have  held.  If  the  measure  as  it 
stands  would  be  a  means  of  settling  indus- 
trial disputes  it  would  be  a  great  factor  in 
promoting  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of 
the  people  of  Australia.  If  I  had  that  belief 
I  should  be  courageous  enough  to  do  the 
utmost  in  my  power  to  secure  its  passage. 
But  in  our  treatment  of  the  Bill  we  must 
be  guided  by  practical  experience.  We 
must  be  guided  by  the  knowledge  we  have 
gained  from  those  countries  which  have  had 
an  experience  of  an  Arbitration  Act  during 
the  last  few  years.  Mr.  McGregor  was,  if 
not  the  pioneer,  one  of  the  pioneers,  who, 
with  Mr.  Reeves,  brought  the  Arbitration 
Act  of  New  Zealand  into  existence. 

Senator  Peakce. — Mr.  Reeves  has  never 
mentioned  his  name. 

Senator  GRAY. — I  am  only  repeating  a 
statement  which  has  been  published  in  the 
newspapers  of  New  Zealand,  as  well  as  in 
a  pamphlet  written  by  Mr.  McGregor,  who 
is  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Council  of 
that  Colony. 

Senator  Pearce. — It  is  a  strange  thing 
that  in  his  history  of  the  Arbitration  Act 
Mr.  Reeves  has  not  mentioned  the  name 
of  Itlr.  McGregor. 


Senator    GRAY.— Mr.  McGregor 
mentioned*  the  fact  in  his  own  pami'l 
and  it  has  been  confirmed  by  four  o: 
spondents  to  whom  I  wrote,  in  Invercirj 
Dunedin,  Wellingt(»i,  and  Napier.  In 
pamphlet  Mr.  McGregor  goes  into  dt^t 
He  shows  how  terribly  disappointing  ir 
effects  the  Arbitraticai  Act  has  been.  an<J 
that,  instead  of  proving  a  blessing,  as 
had  hoped,  It  has  proved  to  be  a  ven  g 
injury  to  New  Zealand- 
Senator  FiNDLEY. — And  that  is  wh; 
is  so  prosperous. 

Senator  GRAY. — New  Zealand 
have  been  prosperous  under  almost  any  I 
of  political  maladministration.  It  is 
garden  of  Australia.  It  has  a  se.t'> 
which  no  other  country  in  these  seas  : 
sesses,  and  I  suppose  that  it  cmtains 
richest  land  in  the  world. 

Senator  Findlev.-— Had  not  New  I 
land  all  these  advantages  befcxe  Mr.  ! 
lance  came  into  power? 

Senator  GRAY. — ^The  prosperous  co 
tions  of  New  Zealand  have  been  incre: 
by  reason  of  tiie  droughts  prevailing 
Australia,  and  also  by  reason  the  incr 
of  the  export  trade  to  South  Africa, 
may  by  legislation  retard  a  cxwntry's 
gress,  but  you  can  hardly  kill  it.  I  do 
say  that  the  arlutration  laws  of  New  I 
land  have  in  any  sense  killed  the  prospt 
of  that  country,  or  that  they  have  rrfai 
it,  but  the  opiiiion  of  these  gentlemen  i 
the  effect  that  those  laws  iiave  been  an 
jury  rather  than  otherwise  to  the  pn.>fi 
of  their  country. 

Senator  Findlev. — The  opinion  of  ' 
Zealand,  as  a  whole,  is  infinitely  pre 
able  to  the  opinion  of  one  or  two  of 
citizens 

Senator  GRAY. — Even  in  this  nen: 
Herald  there  is  a  cablegram,  which  is 
tinent  to  the  point  whi(£  I  am  makiiij;. 
reports  that — 

Mr.  Ben.  Tillett,  secretary   of    the  I.or 
Dockers'  Uaion,  submitted  an  important  ir-> 
tion  to  the  thirty -seventh  uuiDftl  CoDsre^i 
Trades*  Unions,  now  sitting  at  l.eeds.  Ilr 
posed  the  appointment  of  a  Minister  of  In  h- 
and  the  establishment  of  an  Adrisory  Boiu 
CoQctliation  and  Arbitration,  with  a  proii 
that  it  should  be  optional  for  unions  aail 
ployers  to  regifiter  under  attnpulsorr  or 
tary  arbitration  sections.    Mr.  Tillett,  ic 
course  of  his  speech  quoted  the  satisf  actorr  • 
ing  of  Arbitration  AcU  in  New  Zealand  'an 
some  of  the  Australian  States.    Much  <^pcs  i 
was  given  to  the  arbitration  portion  of  th*-  r 
lution,  mainly  on  the  ground  that  it  won!  - 
unwise  on  the  part  of  the  unions  to  make  <tT 
impossible.    The  proposal  afBnning  the  <ir 
ability  of  ooneiliation  and  arbitration  was  &• 
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tived,  on  a  division,  by  delegates  representing 
trades  [unionists  in  the  folllowing  bumbers  : — 
Aeainst,  869,000 ;  For,  383,000.  Majority  against, 
4S6,ooa 

Senator  Dawson. — Do  not  fdrget  that 
our  object  is  to  make  strikes  impossible. 

Senator  GRAY. — 1  quote  this  to  show 
what  the  trade  unionists  of  England  tnink 
about  the  subject.  Practically  the  vote 
shows  that  the  opinion  against  compulsory 
arbitration  is  more  than  double  the  opinion 
in  favour  of  it. 

Senator  Pearce. — Is  the  honorable  sena- 
tor aware  that  the  majority  has  been 
dwindling  every  year? 

Senator  GRAY. — Is  the  majority  this 
year  lower  than  the  majority  last  year?  • 

Senator  Pearce. — ^Yes. 

Senator  GRAY. — Then  it  is  very  little 
lower.  I  am  quoting  these  facts  in  order 
that  we  may  be  guided  to  a  practical  con- 
clusion. I  believe  that  if  we  could  prevent 
strikes  by  means  of  an  Arbitraticm  Bill,  it 
would  be  a  very  great  blessing  indeed.  But 
I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  sn 

Senator  Findley. — It  has  been  so  in  New 
Zealand. 

Senator  GRAY. — I  believe,  further,  that 
arbitraticm  laws  are  causing  ten  times  more 
friction  than  occurred,  and  ten  times  the 
number  of  absolute  difficulties  than  existed, 
in  connexion  with  trade  before  such  mea- 
sures were  passed.  It  may  be  said 
by  some  that  that  is  a  reason  why 
Arbitration  Courts  should  be  brought 
into  existence.  But  I  contend  that 
it  shows  that  those  who  are  interested,  not 
only  in  trade  unions,  but  in  connexion  with 
tbe  Labour  Party,  generally  find,  in  many 
instances,  that  it  pays  them  well  to  do  their 
best  to  bring  about  friction  between  employer 
and  empl(^. 

Senator  Peasce. — ^That  is  very  unworthy. 

Senator  GRAY. — I  speak  as  a  business 
man,  with  some  knowledge  of  'the  facts. 
T  will  give  an  illustration  of  what  took 
place  three  months  ago  in  connexion  with  a 
firm  in  which  I  am  interested.  This  firm 
employs  between  forty-five  and  fif  t  / 
coopers.  A  deputation  waited  upon  the 
firm  and  asked  whether  the  employers  were 
ftware  that  two  of  their  coopers  were  non- 
union  men.  We  stated  that  we  knew  no- 
thing about  that,  and  that  all  we  wanted 
to  know  was  that  these  men  did  their  duty 
properly.  They  had  been  working  for  the 
6rm  for  fifteen  months,  and  they  had  wives 
and  children  at  hone.  They  had  been 
working  in  perfect  harmony  with  the 
unicxiists  during  the  whole  time  they  had 


been  there.  But  the  members  of  the  de 
putatlon  ga*e  it  to  be  understood  that  il 

those  two  non-unionist  men  were  not  dis 
charged,  they  would  call  out  the  otht-i 
coopers.  The  remarkable  thing  was  thai 
these  two  men  had  applitd  over  and  ovei 
again  to  be  admitted  into  the  trade  union, 
and  were  rejected.  In  the  very  Siun* 
week  the  secretary  wrote,  asking  the  two 
unionists  to  call  at  his  office,  and  they  were 
at  once  admitted  to  the  union.  Mr.  Wat- 
son, the  late  Prime  Alinister,  and  Mr. 
Hughes,  the  late  Minister  of  External  Af 
fairs,  have  both  said  that  they  are  opposei' 
to  the  action  taken  by  that  union.  They 
have  publicly  stated  that  they  would 
not  approve  of  converting  the  unions  into 
what  I  may  call  close  boroughs.  But  I  give 
this  illustration  to  show  that  there  was  a 
case  in  which  a  union  used  its  authority  in 
order  to  endeavour  to  turn  these  two  men, 
who  had  wives  and  children  to  provide  for. 
into  the  streets,  so  far  as  they  were  con- 
cerned. 

Senator  Pearce. — One  swallow  does  not 
make  a  summer. 

Senator  GRAY. — No;  it  does  not.  But 
the  instance  shows  that  these  gentlemen 
hold  positions  which  depend  to  some  ex- 
tent upon  their  getting  up  disputes  here, 
there,  and  everywhere.  Much  friction  ha? 
been  caused  which  would  not  have  existec 
had  not  the  Arbitration  Court  been  in  ex-' 
istence.  The  experience  in  New  South 
Wales  has  been  that  the  whole  of  the  trad- 
ing community  is,  I  was  going  to  say,  abso- 
lutely disgusted  with  the  verdicts  that  have 
been  given  by  the  Arbitration  Court,  and 
also  at  the  frivolous  manner  in  whidi  the 
affairs  of  that  Court  have  been  conducted. 
I  will  not  say  more,  because  the  Judicial 
Bench  of  Australia  is  worthy  of  respect. 
We  are  proud  of  it,  and  I  believe  that  the 
President  of  the  Court  to  which  I  have 
alluded  is  carrying,  out  his  duties  faithfuUy 
according  to  his  views,  although  to  many 
of  us  it  is  unaccountable  how  he  arrives  at 
the  verdicts  which  he  has  given.  When  the 
Arbitration  Bill  comes  before  the  Senate, 
I  trust  that  it  will  be  dealt  with  not  in 
a  party  spirit,  but  in  a  spirit  broad  enough 
to  allow  us  to  resolve  that  it  must  not  be 
made  an  element  of  danger  in  regard  to  the 
future  prosperity  and  growth  of  Australia. 
I  thank  honorable  senators  for  the  patience 
with  which  they  have  listened  to  me,  and 
wish  to  state,  in  conclusion,  that,  as  long 
as  I  am  a  member  of  this  Chamber,  I  shall 
try  to  deal  with  the  subjects  which  are 
brought  before  us  in  a  spirit  whiti  is  not 
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actuated  only  by  the  interests  of  party,  but 
by  the  interests  of  the  people  of  Austra- 
lia as  a  whole. 

Senator  HENDERSON  (Western  Aus- 
tralia).— I  do  not  intend  to  deal  at  great 
length  with  the  questions  that  have  been  put 
before  the  Senate.  But  in  listening  to  the 
Attorncy-Generars  presentation  of  the 
policy  of  the  Government  jesterday,  I 
could' not  help  observing  the  vast  contrast 
between  his  eiFort  on  that  occasion  and  on 
previous  oa:asions  when  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  listening  to  him.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  if  he  speaks  in  reply  we  shall 
hear  something  of  a  more  brilliant  charac- 
ter than  that  to  which  we  listened  yester- 
day. Perhaps  the  reason  for  his  lack  of 
vigour  and  of  ardour  was  his  want  of  sym- 
pathy with  the  position  in  which  he  finds 
himself,  and  with  the  work  in  hand.  We 
cannot  fail  to  recognise  that  the  policy  out- 
lined by  Senator  Symon  is  very  largely  the 
policy  that  has  been  advocated  for  years  and 
years  by  this  very  much  maligned  caucus 
party.  Therefore,  I  have  no  jiarticular 
fault  to  find  with  the  policy  outlined  by  the 
Government  in  a  general  sense.  Nor  do  I 
intend  to  say  anything  in  connexion  with 
the  personnel  of  the  Ministry,  exrc^pt  this ; 
I  certainly  do  agree  with  Senator  Styles 
that  of  all  the  leaders  of  political  thought 
in  Australia  to-day,  the  present  Prime  Min- 
ister is  the  least  representative  of  the  gen- 
eral will  of  the  Australian  people.  On  that 
account  I  agree  that  he  has  no  right  what- 
ever to  fill  the  position  which  he  now  occu- 
pies. But  the  policy  of  the  Ministry  is  in 
very  strong  contrast  with  the  platform 
utterances  of  both  its  leaders — because 
there  are  two  of  them— and  of  several  of 
their  more  ardent  followers  during  the  past 
few  weeks.  We  have  read  reports  of  meet- 
ings where  the  only  real  business  has  been 
an  attempt  to  ridicule,  and  even  wilfully  to 
villify,  the  intentions  and  the  gpwral  atti- 
tude of  the  party  known  in  jiolitics  as  the 
Labour  Party.  '  The  policy  of  that  party 
has  been  altogether  misrepresented,  and 
knowingly  misrepresented  by  the  persons 
who  have  been  making  those  utterances.  A 
member  of  the  Senate  has  publicly  stated 
that  the  battle  of  to-day  is  between  Social- 
ism and  anti- Social  ism.  I  refer  (o  Senator 
Dobson,  who  made  such  a  statement  when 
addressing  a  meeting  of  ladles  at  St.  Kilda. 
I  give  Senator  Dobson  this  credit — that  he 
uttered  one  or  two  sentences  with  which 
every  one  of  us  will  heartilv  aeree.  He 
pointed  out  that  those  who  hitherto  had 


control  of  the  welfare  of  the  nation,  and 
who  were  engaged  in  the  industrial  life  of 
the  country  had  been  largely  responsible  for 
the  great  growth  of  this  sodalistic  thought, 
as  he  characterized  it. 

Senator  Pearce. — In  cwisequence  of  tbnr 
selfishness. 

Senator  HENDERSON.  —  Through 
their  selfishness. 

Senator  Walker. — The  honorable  sen- 
ator should  not  hit  his  own  party. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— I  am  not  do- 
ing so.  I  am  merely  pointing  out  that  we 
have  an  excellent  ally  in  Senator  Dobson  so 
long  as  he  continues  to  place  before  the 
ladies  and  gentlemen  of  this  country  such 
plain  truths,  showing  that  the  present  day 
position  has  been  arrived  at  simply  as  the 
result  of  the  education  of  the  pec^le  that 
has  been  borne  in  upon  them  by  the  facts 
with  which  they  are  daily  confrmted. 
There  is  one  reason  why  I  must  oomplimeDt 
the  Government  and  their  supporters.  I 
have  tried,  as  an  honest  man  will  tr\',  to 
steer  a  straight  oDurse  through  life.  I 
have  also  tried  to  follow,  as  far  as  it 
was  profitable  for  me  to  do,  the  advice 
given  by  men  whom  I  considered  to  be  in- 
finitelv  and  eminently  capable  of  giving  ad- 
vice. But  when  it  comes  to  the  political  arena 
I  have  an  aptitude,  it  may  be  a  very  slow 
one.  to  somewhat  think  fat  myself,  and 
possibly  my  thoughts  have  occasicHially  led 
me  astray.  When  I  have  been  reading  those 
brilliant  free-trade  speeches,  which  have 
been  made  by  the  present  Attorney -General, 
and  when  I  have  listened  to  eloquent  pro- 
tectionist speeches  made  by  gentlemen  wiio 
now  sit  with  him  in  the  same  cabine:,  I 
have  been  strengthened  in  the  conclu-iion  at 
which  I  arrived  years  ago,  that  on  both 
sides  they  were  on  this  one  question  ainxist 
faddists.  I  have  always  been  led  to  be- 
lieve that  there  was  a  ring  of  insipcerity 
about  the  politicians — great  statesmen  9s 
they  may  claim  to  be — when  they  stood  on 
the  platform  and  tried  to  gull  the  public 
as  a  whole,  by  preaching  to  them,  as  the 
primary  cause  of  all  evil,  or  the  primary 
cause  of  all  good,  either  one  or  other  of 
the  fiscal  systems. 

Senator  Drake. — Whoever  did  that? 

Senator  HENDERSON.— We  have  men. 
whom  I  need  not  mention,  because  they  are 
well  known,  who  have  urged  that  freetrade 
or  protecti(Mi  as  the  case  may  be.  will  i?o 
almost  anything  in  the  world,  other  th«n  re- 
arrange the  basic  principles  of  our  Chris- 
tian civilization. 
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Senttor  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — The  hon- 
orable senator  thinks  it  good  that  those  gen- 
tlemen ^ould  take  to  fiscal  peace? 

Senator  HENDERSON.— I  think  it  is 
very  good  that  the  honorable  and  learned 
senator  and  his  friend  should  have  done 
what  they  have  done.  They  have  shown  to 
the  people  of  Australia  that  there  has  been 
insdncerity  in  the  whole  of  their  advocacy — 
that  freetrade  was  merely  a  useful  bogey 
to  trot  before  the  people  of  this  great 
nation.  They  have  shown  also  that  pro- 
tectionists ideas  do  not  embrace  the  primary 
question  with  which  the  mind  of  Australia 
ought  to  be  occupied — that  both  systems  in 
themselves  are  secondary,  and  very  second- 
ary, indeed,  to  the  well-being  of  the  people. 

SenatcH-  Gbay. — ^We  have  taVen  a  lesson 
out  of  the  book  of  the  Labour  Party. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— I  am  very 
glad  to  hear  that ;  and  in  a  few  more  years 
I  am  satisfied  that  several  more  lessons  will 
be  taken  out  of  the  same  book.  The  honor- 
able senator  who  interjected  will  become 
owivinced  that  the  Labour  Party  have  never 
yet  asked  a  legislative  assembly  in  Austra- 
lia to  place  on  the  statute-book  any  law 
that  is  not  humane  in  its  every  instinct — 
ihat  has  not  for  its  ultimate  object  the  up- 
lifting and  the  general  welfare  of  the  peo- 
ple. Ardent  leaders  of  freetrade  and  pro- 
tectionists' movements  hesitated  not,  when 
the  Labour  Party  with  their  sunken  fiscal 
policy  came  into  the  arena,  to  show  how 
infantile  were  our  notions,  and  how  useless 
our  aspirations,  inasmuch  as  it  was  utterly 
impossible  for  any  man  to  enter  politics 
unless  he  made  either  freetrade  or  protec- 
tion his  battle  cry  in  life.  Those  gentlem^, 
in  an  endeavour  to  show  the  impossibi- 
lity of  our  position,  hounded  us  from  every 
platform,  and  now  they  have  given  the 
great  object  lesson  to  the  people  that,  after 
all,  the  insincerity  must  be  dropped,  and  a 
positicm  adopted  precisely  similar  to  that 
of  the  Labour  Party. 

Senator  Gray. — Does  the  honqrable 
senator  say  that  the  freetraders  in  his 
party  are  insincere? 

Senator  HENDERSON.— I  say  that  our 
party  is  a  Labour  Party. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — The  La- 
bour Party  have  sunk  the  fiscal  issue,  and 
we  have  duie  the  same. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— First  of  all, 
we  are  a  L^xnir  Party,  and  whatever  else 
we  may  be,  is  a  secondary  consideration. 
There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  fairly  rea- 
sonable banter  in  connexion  with  Uie  poli- 


tical machine — that  instrument  by  which 
we  are  brought  together,  and  through  which 
our  deliberations  are  transmitted  from  one 
to  another.  Senator  Millen  when  speak- 
ing, referred  in  a  disparaging  tone  to  our 
machine  politicsi,  and  I  interjected  that 
he  had  endeavoured  to  oiter  public  life 
by  means  of  the  influence  of  that  very 
machine.  It  was  then  the  disturbance 
arose,  the  honorable  senator  stating  that 
what  I  had  said  was  false.  Probably, 
judging  from  his  intentions  from  the  be- 
ginning, it  may  have  been,  false,  but  to 
me  it  certainly  appeared  very  correct  in- 
deed, inasmuch  as  on  the  9th  November, 
1893,  I  sat  in  the  next  chair  to  Senator 
Millen  at  a  large  conference,  which  lasted 
for  two  da)S,  of  representatives  of  labour 
leagues,  who  were  perfecting  this  machinery 
for  the  purpose  of  making  our  political 
existence  sure.  Senator  Millen  was  then 
a  delegate  of  the  Labour  Party,  and  if 
my  memory  serves  me  right  he  represented 
the  Carters'  Union  of  Bourke,  New  South 
Wales.  Those  are  the  facts  on  which  I 
base  my  impressiwi,  and  if  the  honorable 
senator's  own  position  was  false,  that,  of 
course,  is  not  my  fault. 

Senator  Dobson. — ^We  can  change  our 
minds,  but  honorable  members  opposite 
cannot  change  theirs. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— The  honorable 
and  learned  senator  can  change  his  mind 
very  accommodatingly  sometimes.  I  am 
somewhat  pleased  that  the  Government  have 
placed  so  early  in  their  programme  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  Arbitration  Bill. 
Notwithstanding  some  of  the  remarks  which 
have  been  made,  I  sincerelv  hope  that  that 
Bill  will  not  pass  in  anything  like  its  pre- 
sent shape.  I  should  not  like  us  as  a 
Senate  to  do  anything  that  would  appear  a 
travesty  on  legislation,  and  in  its  present 
form  this  Bill  is  utterly  impotent,  and 
very  far  from  realising  the  anticipations 
of  people  who  are  to  be  iruided  and  con- 
trolled by  it.  It  would  be  better  to  put 
It  at  once  into  the  waste-paper  basket 
rather  than  pass  it  in  its  present  shape.  I 
hope  with  Senator  Gray  that  the  Bill  will 
leave  this  chamber  as  perfect  a  measure  as 
our  mtelligence  can  make  it,  so  that  we 
may  effect  the  object  we  have  in  view, 
namely,  the  prevention  of  the  unsettling  of 
any  industrial  arrangements  on  which  the 
whole  of  our  people  depend.  We  know 
how  disastrous  every  disarrangement  of  our 
industries  is,  but  there  is  no  analogy  be- 
tween the  position  of  the  people  of  England 
and  the  people  in  Australia.     We  cannot 
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reason  from  the  position  of  the  English 
people  as  to  the  position  in  industrial  mat- 
ters here. 

Senator  Gray. — Why  ? 

Senator  HENDERSON.— To-day  the 
private  employer  has  not  yet  gtme  out  of  ex- 
istence in  England,  but  he  is  going  out*  and 
he  is  not  to  be  found  in  Australia.  The 
private  employer  is  a  mere  figment — a 
shadow.  We  are  the  creatures  of  a  trust 
and  syndicate  system,  and  our  real  employer 
is  an  American  millionaire,  or,  more  prob- 
ably, a  London  millionaire. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — There  are 
very  few  millionaires  here. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— But,  unfortu- 
nately, they  are  taking  away  the  wealth 
of  our  country.  We  are  employed  by 
people  who  are  in  the  old  country ;  we 
are  controlled  by  managers  who  are  paid 
a  salary,  and  are,  in  turn,  controlled  by 
men  who,  in  most  cases,  do  nothing,  13,000 
miles  away.  In  England  that  is  not  the 
case. 

Senator  Gray. — It  is  not  the  case  in 
Australia. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— I  have  been 
employed  as  a  worker  in  Australia  for 
many  years,  and  I  have  never  yet  been 
employed  directly  by  a  man  whose  interests 
are  in  Australia.  1  have  been  employed 
in  big  concerns,  where  thousands  of  men 
are  engaged,  and  those  concerns  were  al- 
ways owned  by  people  who  never  see  Aus- 
tralia. 

Senator  Walker. — That  is  in  Western 
Australia? 

Senator  HENDERSON.  —  And  New 
South  Wales,  too. 

Senator  Dobson. — Would  the  honorable 
senator  prefer  that  that  capital  should 
never  have  come  into  the  country? 

Senator  HENDERSON.— I  am  not  talk- 
ing about  capital,  but  about  the  comparison 
there  has  been  an  endeavour  to  draw  be- 
tween the  position  of  Australian  workers 
and  the  position  of  English  workers,  and  I 
say  that  the  cases  are  by  no  means  analo- 
gous. Since  I  was  a  boy  of  very  tender 
years  there  Has  been  a  form  of  conciliation 
adopted  almost  right  throughout  England. 
For  the  last  thirty  years  there  has  been 
conciliation  of  a  voluntary  nature,  but  un- 
der such  conditions  as  have  made  it  operate 
almost  in  a  compulsor\'  way.  Employers 
and  workmen  in  England  have  for  all  those 
years  had  their  joint  committees,  at  which 
thev  sit  at  the  same  table,  and  there  is  that 
feeling  of  sympathy  which  can  be  created 


at  clos€  quarters,  but  which  can  never  be 
created  at  a  distance  of  thousands  of  miles. 

Senator  Dobson. — That  sympathy  is 
what  the  Labour  Party  are  driving  out  of 
Australia. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— We  are  no* 
driving  it  out  of  Australia — ^it  is  out  of 
Australia,  and  we  seek  to  prevent  tke  havoc 
which  may  result  to  us  as  industrial  opta- 
tives. 

Senator  Dobson. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor has  hit  the  nail  on  the  head,  but  his  ar- 
gument is  dead  against  himself. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— My  argument 
shows  that  the  positions  in  the  two  coun- 
tries are  not  analogous.  Private  employers 
are  gradually  diying  out  of  industrial 
operati(ms  in  England,  and  all  are  coming 
under  the  influence  and  power  of  trusts  and 
syndicates.  The  result  is  that,  whereas 
twelve  years  ago  scarcely  a  worker  in  Eng- 
land would  breathe  a  word  in  favour  of 
compulsory  arbitration,  representatives  at 
a  union  conference  representing  nearly 
500,000  people  have  just  declared  in  its 
favour. 

Senator  Dobson. — The  voting  was  two 
to  one  against  compulsory  arbitration. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— But  tweU-e 
years  ago  there  were  100  to  cme  against 
compulsory  arbitration.  What  does  the 
English  worker  say?  He  says,  "What! 
make  strikes  impossible?  No  !"  He  does 
not  want  strikes  to  be  made  imposable. 
We,  on  the  other  hand,  hold  that  strUws 
ought  to  be  made  impossible.  We  want  to 
establish  a  system  which  will  keep  our  in- 
dustrial wheels  moving  in  sympathy  and 
harmony  with  the  surrounding  ccmditions. 
If  we  desire  to  secure  industrial  peace  it 
can  be  obtained  by  that  method,  and  it  will 
be  infifiitely  more  profitable  to  us  in  the  end 
than  even  the  fiscal  peace  which  has  been  so 
mildly  arranged  by  the  old  parties.  I 
do  not  propose  to  make  any  other  com- 
ment on  the  programme  of  the  Govern- 
ment, except  to  express  my  pleasure 
that  they  intend  to  bring  down  a  Bill 
to  autliprize  a  survey  of  the  Trans-Aus- 
tralian Railway  to  be  made.  I  am  sorry, 
however,  that  it  occupies  so  low  a  positiui 
on  their  programme.  I  believe  that  thev 
will  not  get  a  chance  to  pass  the  Bill,  but 
if  they  do,  it  shall  have  my  ardent  sup- 
port. I  am  satisfied  that,  having  taken 
the  project  in  hand,  the  Government,  un- 
less a  day  comes  when  they  may  cease  to 
exist  

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon.— That  is  in 
the  dim  and  distant  future 
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Senator  HENDERSON.~I  trust  ,  the 
time  wiU  speedily  come  when  not  only  a 
survey  will  be  madp,  but  the  railway  will 
be  constructed. 

Senator  Sir  JosiAH  Symon. — The  hon- 
orable senator  will  support  us  in  passinj^ 
the  Bill? 

Senator  HENDERSON.— I  shall  sup- 
port the  Bill,  and  more  than  that,  I  shall 
do  ail  I  can,  if  I  am  spared,  to  support  the 
Go^'ernment  in  completing  what  to  me  ap- 
pears to  be  one  of  the  most  essential  neces- 
sities to  this  nation. 

Debate  (tm  motion  by  Senator  Mathe- 
son)  adjourned. 

Senate  adjourned  at  9.30  p.m. 


J^otute  of  iSfpresentattbes. 

Thursday,  8  September,  igo4. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.30  p.m., 
and  read  prayers. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  HIGGINS  (Northern  Melbourne).—! 
desire,  with  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  to 
make  a  perscmal  explanation.  I  have  not 
troubled  honorable  members  in  this  way  be- 
fore»  because  I  think  that  as  a  rule  such 
e^iplanations  are  a  mistake ;  but,  in  his 
speech  yesterday,  the  Prime  Minister  made 
a  statement  regarding  myself,  which,  com- 
ing from  one  in  the  high  official  position 
which  he  occupies,  I  do  not  feel  free  to 
ignore.  His  statement  was  to  the  effect 
that,  during  my  term  of  office  in  the  late 
Administration,  I  was  most  of  the  time  ab- 
sent from  the  House,  and  took  little  con- 
cern in  its  business. .  As  my  late  colleagues 
know  well,  nothing  could  be  further  from 
the  facts. 

Mr.  Watson. — Hear,  hear. 

Mu  HIGGINS.— I  was  in  the  House 
every  parliamentary  day,  and  when  not  ac- 
tually within  this  chamber,  listening  to  ex- 
cellent arguments  excellently  repeated,  I 
was  in  the  room  behind,  doing  work  for  the 
Government  and  for  the  country  in  con- 
nexion with  my  Department.  I  also  ren- 
dered such  assistance  as  was  required  of 
me  in  shaping  amendments,  and  in  dealing 
with  clauses.  The  work  of  the  Arbitra- 
tion Bill  being  left  to  very  competent  hands 
—the  late  Prime  Minister  and  the  late  Min- 
ister of  External  Affairs — and  the  work  of 


the  Seat  of  Government  Bill  also  being  left 
to  competent  hands — the  Prime  Minister 
and  the  Minister  of  Hcxne  Affairs — I  re- 
membered that  too  many  cooks  may  spoil 
the:  broth,  and  I  felt  that  I  should  be 
doing  no  good  by  interfering  in  the  course 
of  debates  which  were  already  too  pro- 
longed. I  have  to  thank  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman  for  hav'ing  fathered  the 
statement,  because,  although  I  have  noticed 
it  before  as  caning  from  anonymous 
sources,  yesterday  was  the  first  time  that 
it  was  actually  and  boldly  put  forth,  and 
his  remarks  have  given  me  an  opportunity 
to  publicly  deny  it.  I  felt  the  accusation 
very  deeply,  and  particularly  because  I 
regarded  it  as  a  reflection  upon  my  good 
faith  in  the  circumstances  under  which  I 
assumed  office. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member's  own  newspaper,  the 
Bulletin,  was  the  first  to  re?peat  it. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— This  is  the  first 
chance  I  have  had  to  refute  it,  and  I  hope 
that  I  shall  not  have  to  trouble  the  House 
with  my  personal  affairs  again. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney— Minister  of 
External  Affairs). — My  remark  was  a  ran- 
dwn  one,  I  admit,  and  was  based  upon 
proceedings  in  the  chamber ;  but  I  most 
cordially  accept  the  statement  of  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member.  I  see  that  I 
have  quite  unintentionally  done^  him  an 
injustice. 

Mr.  Frazer. — How  often  was  the  Prime 
Minister  here  to  see  if  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Northern  Melbourne 
was  or  was  not  present? 

Mr.  REID.— Lately  I  havd  been  here  a 
good  deal. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHINESE  IN 
SUGAR  PLANTING. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— I  wish  to  ask  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  without 
notice,  if  the  statement  which  has  been 
attributed  to  him,  that  the  trjuisfer  of 
Chinese  from  the  otheCr  Stal^ts  to  the 
Queensland  sugar  fields  would  be  a  desir- 
able polic}',  was  made  by  him. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  am  sOTry  that  my 
honwable  fri«id  has  not  extended  to  me 
the  usual  courtesy  of  mentioning  the  mat- 
ter to  me  beforwiand ;  but  I  think  I  can 
remember  pretty  accurately  what  took  place 
on  the  occasion  to  which  he  refers.  I 
presume  that  the  statement  of  which  he 
speaks  is  one  occurring  in  a  report  in  the 
daily  press  of  some  remarks  msde  by  me 
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under  the  fdlowing  circumstances: — The 
representatives  of  the  newspapers  came  to 
me  at  the  end  of  the  day,  as  they 
generally  do,  to  see  if  there  were  any  items 
of  news  to  be  obtained,  and  among  other 
thing;s  they  asked  me  if  there  was  any  truth 
in  the  reports  that  Chinese  were  largely  i*e- 
placing  kanakas  on  the  Queensland  sugar 
plantations.  I  told  them  that  we  had  no 
knowledge  of  any  such  thing  having  oc- 
curred, that  only  one  application  for  a 
bounty  had  been  made  by  Chinese  prior  to 
my  taking  office,  and  that  on  that  occasion 
the  applicant  showed  thst  he  had  employed 
nothing  but  white  labour.  One  of  the  re- 
porters asked,  "  Do  you  not  think  it  would 
be  a  good  thing  rather  than  otherwise,  if 
the  Chinese,  who  are  omnpeting  with  white 
persons  in  other  industries,  would  take  to 
sugar  planting  on  their  own  account?"  and 
my  reply  was,  as  nearly  as  I  can  remember, 
to  this  effect,  "  No  doubt  it  would  be  a 
good  thing  for  the  States  who  got  rid  of 
their  cconpetition,  but  the  people  of  Queens- 
land, who  are  primarily  interested,  are  those 
who  should  be  consulted  in  the  matter."  I 
may  remind  my  honorable  friend  that  the 
migration  of  Chinese  from  one  State  to 
another  is  not  a  matter  in  which  my  Depart- 
ment has  any  concern,  and  I  believe  that  the 
opinion  which  I  expressed  is  that  which  he 
would  have  expressed  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances. 

DEFEAT  OF  THE  WATSON 
ADMINISTRATION. 

Mr.  THOMAS'. — I  wish  to  know  whether 
the  following  passage,  which  appeared  in 
the  Ajgus  of  the  30th  August,  is  a  correct 
report  of  the  Prime  Minister's  remarks : — 

If  I  had  tabled  a  direct  motion  of  censure, 
every  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  voted  against 
the  Ministry  on  that  occaiion  would  have  voted 

against  them  just  the  same  later  on. 

Mr.  REID. — I  believe  that,  for  once,  the 
newspapers  have  reported  my  utterance; 
with  absolute  accuracy.  I  was  expressing  an 
opinion  which  I  entertained  at  the  time, 
and  which  I  still  entertain. 

Mr.  McDonald. — is  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman  aware  that  on  the  evening 
when  he  made  that  statement,  the  tuxiorable 
and  learned  member  fm-  Boidigo,  who  is 
one  of  those  who  voted  for  the  amendment 
of  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Corinella,  stated  in  Bendigo  that  had  a  no- 
cnnhdence  motion  been  moved,  he  would  not 
have  voted  for  it? 

Mr.  REID. — I  accept  the  assurance  of 
the  honorable  member. 


JCONTRACT  POST-OFFICES: 
MELBOURNE. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Maconey)  agreed  to — 

That  a  return  be  laid  apon  the  table  of  tits 
House  showin|»— 

(1)  All  post-offices  in  the  metropolitan  area 
of  Melbourne  which  are  let  by  con- 
tract. 

(2)  The  amount  paid  annually  in  each  csac 
by  the  Department  to  the  contractor. 

PUBLIC  SERVANTS'  INCREASES. 

Sir  LANGDON  BONYTHOX  asked  the 
Minister  of  Home  Affairs,  ufon  notice —  I 

I.  What  is  the  opinioq  of  the  Government  in 
regard  to  the  annual  increases  of  civil  serrants 
who,  under  State  Acts,  were,  prior  to  the  Codu;- 
tution  Act,  entitled  as  of  course  to  annual  in- 
creases until  they  reached  the  top  of  their  ic- 
pective  claaies?  | 

a.  If  the  Government  consider  such  servants  to  I 
be  so  entitled,  will  they  make  provision  on  the  I 
Estimates  for  the  payment  of  such  increases  dur- 
ing the  current  financial  year?  I 

3.  If  the  Government  are  of  opinion  that  such  I 
servants  are  not  so  entitled  to  such  increases,  wiil 
they  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  oo  the 
matter  and  inform  the  House  what  sodi  opintna 
is? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  an- 
swers to  the  honorable  member's  questions  ! 
are  as  follow : — 

I  and  a.  Officers  who  are  entitled  to  automatic 
increases  under  State  laws  at  the  date  of  trans- 
fer to  the  Commonwealth  are  entitled  to  be  paid 
such  increases  up  to  the  date  of  the  Order  in 
Council  confirming  the  classification  of  th<  Ser- 
vice, when,  in  accordance  with  the  advice  of  the 
law  officers  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  State  in- 
creases become  superseded  by  the  ciassificatic» 
effected  under  the  provisioaa  of  the  Commcm- 
wealth  Public  Service  Act  1903. 

3.  The  opinion  of  the  law  officers  has  already 
been  obtained,  which  is  to  the  above  effect. 

TELEGRAPH  MESSENGERS.. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  (for  Mr.  Ewnw)  asked  j 
the  Postmaster- General,  ufon  notice —  I 

I.  Is  he  aware  that  under  section  to  of  the  Post 
and  Telegraph  Act  many  telegraph  messengers 
have  to  leave  the  service  at  eighteen  years  of  age  ? 

a.  Have  not  the  services  of  many  of  these  offi- 
cers been  utilized  in  more  advanced  posts,  and 
have  not  some  of  them  become  proficioit  tele- 
graphic operators? 

3.  Will  he  conuder  the  advisatulity  of  amend- 
ing section  10  of  the  Act  in  order  to  enable  the 
Department  to  retain  the  services  of  suitable  mo- 
sengers  in  the  advanced  poutioiis  for  whkh  Uiev 
have  prepared  themselves? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— This  matter  is 
now  under  oonsideratum. 
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LOCAL  PREFERENCE  IN 
GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTS, 

Mr.  TUDOR  (for  Mr.  Crouch)  asked 
the  Prime  Minister,  ufon  notice — 

!•  Whether  he  proposes  to  carry  out  the  policy 
that  ia  all  Government  contracts  preference  shall 
be  given  to  local  manufactures  and  products? 

a.  Whether  he  will  cause  to  be  inserted  in  all 
Guvemtnent  contracts  a  condition  that  goods 
which  can  be  reasonably  manufactured  in  Aus- 
tralia should  have  preference  over  similar  arti- 
cles manufactured  outside? 

Mr.  R£ID. — I  regret  that  this  question, 
of  which  notice  was  given  a  long  time  ago, 
did  not  come  before  me  until  yesterday.  It 
is  my  intention  to  make  inquiries  as  to  the 
practice  which  the  Departments  have  ob- 
served in  these  matters  during  the  preced- 
ing years  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  give  scsne  definite  reply  within 
a  week  or  so. 

RABBIT  DESTRUCTION. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  asked  the  Prime 
Minister,  ufon  notice — 

If  he  will  communicate  with  the  State  Premiers 
to  ascertain  whether  any  State  will  give  facilities 
to  Pasteur's  agents  to  test  the  efficacy  of  chicken- 
cholera  as  a  destructive  agent  to  check  and  ulti- 
mately destroy  the  serious  plague  of  rabbits 
which  is  so  rapidly  extending? 

Mr.  REID. — The  agents  have  made  no 
application  to  this  Government.  I  would 
suggest  that  Pasteur's  agents  might  ctxn- 
municate  direct  with  the  States  Govern- 
ments. 

QUEENSLAND  BALLOT-BOXES. 

Mr.  DAVID  THOMSON  asked  the  Min- 
ister of  Home  Affairs,  upon  notice — 

1.  Whether  the  police  in  Queensland  have  been 
paid  for  collecting  ballot-boxes  at  the  General 
election  ? 

2.  If  not,  why  not? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  an- 
swer to  the  hrniorable  member's  question  is 

as  follows : — 

Ail  accounts  received  in  the  Home  Affairs  De- 

Kartment  for  services  by  the  Queensland  police 
ave  been  paid,*  but  furtner  inquiry  will  be  made. 

MILITARY  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY  asked  the  Min- 
ister of  Defence,  upon  notice — 

t.  If  there  any  truth  in  the  rumour  that  he  in- 
tetids  securing  some  military  officers  from  Great 
Britain? 

a.  If  so,  is  it  owing  to  the  superiority  of  the 
European  officer  over  the  Australian ;  or  is  it  an 
ndmissioa  of  the  incompetency  of  the  Australian 
officer? 


3.  In  the  lifibt  of  the  South  African  experience 
during  the  Boer  war,  and  the  alleged  failure  of 
the  European  officers  as  compared  with  the  bril- 
liant success  of  the  Australian  officers,  is  the 
Minister  justified  in  filling  the  military  positions 
(which  many  people  think  rightfully  belong  to 
Australians)  with  Europeans? 

Mr.  McCAY. — In  answer  to  the  honor- 
able member,  I  wish  to  say  that,  in  the  first 
place,  I  am  not  aware  that  such  a  rumour  is 
in  circulatioi.  The  only  thing  I  know  is 
that  I  expressed  the  opinion,  which  I  still 
hold,  that,  owing  to  various  causes,  in  the 
early  future  there  may  be  a  shortage  of 
cheers  of  higher  rank  to  fill  various  posi- 
tions in  the  Commonwealth  Defence  Ser- 
vice, and  that  it  will  be  necessary  for  the 
Department  of  Defence  to  take  the  requisite 
steps  to  prevent  that  shortage  occurring  or 
continuing.  The  inference  was  founded  upon 
that  statement  of  mine  that  I  had  made  up 
my  mind  to  ask  for  the  services  of  dficers  of 
the  Imperial  Army;  but  that  was  subse- 
quently otmtradicted  in  the  newspaper  in 
which  it  was  made.  I  have  formed  no  sudi 
intention.  As  I  think  hcmorable  members 
know,  my  desire  has  always  been  to  officer 
the  Australian  Forces,  so  far  as  that  can 
be  done,  with  Australians,  and  it  is  still 
my  feeling  that  that  should  be  done.  I  do 
not  say  absolutely  that  we  should  not  ask 
for  of&:ers  from  home,  but  I  would  certainly 
do  so  only  if  there  were  a  shortage  which 
could  not  otherwise  be  made  up.  In 
reply  to  questicms  2  and  3,  if  any  sudi 
officer  were  obtained,  it  would  neither  be 
owing  to  a  belief  that  the  European  offi- 
cer, as  the  honorable  member  calls  him,  is 
rank  for  rank  superior  to  the  Australian, 
nor  to  the  idea  that  the  Australian  is  in- 
competent 

PAPERS. 

Mr.  McCAY  laid  upon  the  table  the  fol- 
lowing paper: — 

Addition  to  the  financial  and  allowance  regu- 
lations of  the  Military  Forces,  dated  3rd  Sep- 
tember, 1904. 

The  Clebk  laid  upon  the  table  the  fol- 
lowing paper : — 

Return  to  an  order  of  the  House  of  the  8th 
September  as  to  amtract  post-offices  in  the  Mel< 
bourne  metropolitan  area. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 
Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney— Minister  of 
External  Affairs).— I  think  that  the  House 
will  concur  with  me  that  it  is  highly  desir- 
able that  the  d^te  ori  the  Ministerial 
Statement  should  be  Continued,  and  with 
the  consoit  of  honorable  "^^^^^j^  ^™ 

DigftJzed  by  pi 


Ministerial       [RE  PRE  SENTATI VE  S.]  Statement. 


business  on  the  notice-paper  for  this  after- 
nocHi,  and  with  the  concurreiicfi  of  the 
House,  I  move  — 

That  general  business  be  postponed  until  after 
the  consideration  of  GoverDment  buHBCSS,  Order 
of  the  Day  No.  i. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affinnative. 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 

Debate  resumed  from  7th  September, 
{vide  page  4353),  on  motion  by  Mr.  Reid — 

That  the  despatch  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
with  reference  to  the  metric  system,  be  printed. 

Mr.  WATSON  (Bland).— I  think  that  if 
there  is  one  feature  of  the  speech  of  the 
Prime  Minister  yesterday  upon  which  we 
can  congratulate  him,  it  is  its  extraordinary 
brevity.  As  to  any  other  aspects  of  it,  I 
hardly  think  that  they  would  form  the  sub- 
ject of  much  congratulation  on  the  part  of 
his  supporters.  In  fact,  to  my  mind,  a  cer- 
tain proportion  of  honorable  members  sit- 
ting on  the  Government  benches  mttst  have 
been  filled  with  disappcuntment,  both  on 
account  of  the  fewness  of  the  matters  re- 
ferred to,  and  of  the  proposals  in  detail 
which  the  Prime  Minister  put  forward,  "nie 
right  honorable  gentleman  dealt  first  with 
the  crisis  that  has  existed  in  this  Parliament 
for  some  little  time  past,  and  stated  that 
the  late  Government  chose  its  own  battle- 
ground in  connexion  with  the'  Conciliation 
and  Arbitration  Bill.  He  quoted  a  state- 
ment of  mine  which  was  made  to  representa- 
tives of  the  press  in  Sydney,  as  to  the  at- 
titude that  the  then  Government  would 
take  up  if  this  House  failed  to  re- 
consider its  position  •  in  regard  to  the 
amendment  adopted  at  the  instance  of  the 
Minister  of  Defence.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Grey  took  exception  to  the  statement 
put  forward  by  the  Prime  Minister,  so  far 
as  its  first  presentation  was  concerned.  His 
statement  as  it  was  first  put  forward  would 
lead  the  public  to  believe  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  chosen  the  particular  motion  upon 
which  they  were  afterwards  defeated-  as 
their  battle-ground,  but  that  was  very  dif- 
ferent from  what  was  stated  by  myself.  I 
stated  to  the  representatives  of  the  Sydney 
newspapers  that  if  the  House  failed  to  re- 
consider the  amendment  adopted  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  Minister  of  Defence,  we 
should  take  their  action  as  an  intimation 
that  our  services  were  no  longer  required. 
That,  however,  was  a  very  different  thing 
from  the  proposal  of  some  honorable  mem- 
bers of  this  House  to  take  the  whole  con- 
duct of  business  out  of  the  hands  of  the 


Government  by  refusing  to  go  into  Commit- 
tee. Xo  Government  would  have  be^  worth 
its  salt  if  it  had  submitted  to  an  insult  of 
that  kind  lying  down,  and  therefore  when 
the  right  honora'ble  gentleman  stated  thai  me 
chose  our  own  battle-ground  he  was  some 
distance  from  the  truth,  so  far  as  the  par- 
ticular motion  which  was  carried  against  the 
Government  was  concerned. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  was  referring  to  the  clause 
containing  the  amendment  to  which  the  late 
Government  took  exception. 

Mr.  WATSON.— We  never  reached  the 
clause.    Owing  to  the  machinations  of  the 
right  honorable  gentl^nan  and  those  honor- 
able  members  who  assisted  him,  we  had  nc4 
an  opportunity  of  reaching  the  clause  The 
right  honorable  gentleman  and  some  of  h:» 
supporters  stated  that  the  effect  would-  be 
the  same,  whether  we  reached  the  clause  or 
not.    No  doubt  the  effect  was  the  same  for 
their  purpose,  which  was  to  dislodge  the 
then  Government  by  a  side  wind.    But  so 
far  as  it  affected  the  supporters  of  the  Arbi- 
tration Bill,  the  effect  was  wry  different, 
because  if  those  gentlemen  who  suppOTted 
the  right  honorable  member  in  ousting  the 
Government  had  honestly  desired  to  have 
that  Bill  passed  in  the  shap^  that  the  ma- 
jority of  Parliament  were  anxious  to  see  it 
assume,  they  would  have  gone  into  Commit- 
tee, and  tried  every  expedient  to  obtain 
the  decision  of  the  House,   and  the  full 
sense  of  its  desires  in  regard  to  that  im- 
portant measure.  My  complaint  is,  however, 
that  the  right  honorable   gentleman  and 
his  supporters  showed  no  desire  to  pass  the 
Bill  in  such  a  shape  that  it  would  prove 
effective.    Their  sole  anxiety  was  to  take 
advantage  of  the  declaration  of  some  hon- 
orable manbers  that  they  would  not  diange 
their  vote  upon  clause  48,  in  order  to  eject 
the  Government  from  officd.    So  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  I  entertain  no  great  regret 
at  being  thrown  out  of  office.    I  nCT-er 
whined  for  office,  nor  have  I  whined  at 
being  thrown  out  of  it,  I  made  no  improper 
attempt  to  get  there,  and  I   never  went 
to  one  man  with  the  idea  of  inducing  him 
to  alter  his  opinion,  so  that  the  Govemmoic 
might  be  retained  in  crfficd.   Therefore.  I 
have  no  regret  at  being  ejected  from 
oflke.     As  one,  however,  who  has  sup- 
ported the  principle  of  condliation  and 
arbitration  for  years  past,  and  as  one  who 
belie\'es  that  if  an  effective  measure  were 
passed  it  would  save  the  Commonwealth 
millions  of  pounds,  and  that  it  would  be 
in  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  I  do 
regret    that    some    honOTable  monbers 
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thought  fit  to  wreak  their  vengeance  upon 
the  Government  by  leaving  the  Bill  to  its 
fate.  I  say,  therefore,  that  the  battle 
ground  was  not  of  our  choosipg.  We 
certainly  objected,  and  still  object,  to  the 
propcKal  embodied  in  the  Bill ;  but  I  think 
— I  may  be  wrong — that  much  greater  re- 
gard would  have  been  shown  for  the  prin- 
ciple which  the  majority  of  honorable 
membeh-s  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
have  always  professed  to  support  in  regard 
to  the  Bill,  and  a  more  seemly  spirit  of 
sweet  reasonableness,  if  they  had  omsented 
to  go  into  Committee,  and  to  therd  confer 
as  to  the  best  means  of  expressing  the 
desires  of  the  majority.  There  was  one 
feature  of  the  Prime  Minister's  speech 
yesterday  that  I  thought  was  regrettable. 
In  speaking  of  the  recent  crisis,  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  was  good  enough  to 
refer  to  myself  as  having  tendered  certain 
advice  to  His  Excellwicy  the  Governor- 
General.  Of  course,  the  fact  that  the 
House  is  still  in  existence  is  sufiicient  evi- 
dence that  that  advice  was  not  accepted.  I 
do  not  wish  for  one  moment  to  canvass  the 
right  of  His  Excellency  as  the  representative 
of  His  Majesty  the  King  to  take  what- 
ever course  he  thought  proper  in 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia. I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  the  action  he  took  was  ^ctated  by 
no  other  consideration  than  what  he  ccm- 
ceived  to  be  the  best  interests  of  the  com- 
mtinity.  But  I  say  that  it  comes  most  im- 
properly frcun  the  right  honorable  g«itleman. 
who  must  have  assured  His  Excellency  that 
he  could  carry  on  the  Government  of  this 
country,  and  that  the  time  had  not  arrived 
for  a  dissolution — who  must  have  given  his 
assurance  in  explicit  terms  in  the  face  of 
the  fact  that  there  was  only  a  majority  of 
two  in  support  of  the  Government — to  come 
down,  and,  in  so  many  words,  threaten  this 
House  with  a  dissolution  if  what? — if  the 
Opposition  did  not  combine  with  their 
strength  the  quality  of  mercy,  if  the  Oppo- 
sition did  not  extend  consideration  to  the 
Government  fai  and  away-  greater  than  that 
extended  by  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
and  his  supporters  to  the  late  Government. 
We  were  told  that  if  we  did  not  extend  to 
the  Government  greater  consideration  than 
thev  gave  to  us,  the  result  would  be  a  disso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — ^We  heard  something  of 
the  same  kind  iioai  the  last  Government. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  beg  the  honorable 
member's  pardcm.    That  is  not  correct. 


Mr.  Kennedy. — ^We  heard  it  from  their 
supporters. 

Mr.  WATSON.— If  any  supporters  of 
the  late  Government  said  that,  they  had  no 
authority  from  me.  On  the  contrary,  I 
took  the  opportunity  to  explicitly  deny,  bv 
interjection,  that  there  was  any  such  pro- 
mise made,  or  any  such  contingency  afloat. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — The  honorable  member 
told  the  House  that  he  would  seek  a  disso- 
lution. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Certdnly.  Who  would 
object  to  the  Prime  Minister  stating  that  he 
would  s%k  a  dissolution?  His  statement 
went  a  great  deal  further  than  that. 

Sir  John  Forsest. — I  do  not  think  it 
did. 

Mr.  WATSON. — Perhaps  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  is  a  biased  observer. 

Mr.  McCay. — Is  not  tiie  honorable  mem- 
ber also  biased  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.—I  do  not  think  so— not 
to  the  same  degree,  at  any  rate.  The  acti<xi 
of  the  Prime  Minister  appears  to  me  to  be 
most  improper,  and  certainly  unprece- 
dented. I  do  not  remember  a  single  in- 
stance in  which  a  Prime  Minister,  upon 
meeting  the  House  for  the  first  time  with 
his  programme,  practically  threw  out,  in 
so  many  words,  a  threat  that  if  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Opposition  did  not  behave 
themselves  they  would  'have  to  go  about 
their  business. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  said  no  such  thing. 

Mr.  WATSON.~I  refer  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  to  the  words  of  his  own 
speech. 

Mr.  Reid. — am  not  the  Emperor  of 
Japan ;  I  could  not  dissolve  the  House. 

Mr.  WATSOT^.— Probably  that  is  a 
good  thing  for  the  country. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — The  4ionorable 
member,  when  he  asked  for  a  dissoluti<»i, 
admitted  that  the  House  was  not  ccKnpetent 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  country. 

Mr.  WATSON.—I  shall  argue  that  ques- 
tion when  it  arises.  I  am  quite  prepared 
to  take  the  full  responsibility  of  any  advice 
I  tendered  ia  that  directicm.  I  must  -say 
that  I  regret  exceedingly  that  we  had  not 
an  opportunity  to  consult  the  country. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Pray  leave  this 
most  distasteful  subject. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  Prime  Minister 
t3ien  proceeded  to  compare  his  partv  with 
honorable  members  in  Opposition.  I  sup- 
pose that  he  was  justified  in  speaking  of  his 
"  party  " ;  although  the  members  who  sup- 
port him  are  certainly  a  heterogeneous  lot 

Mr.  Reid. — Do  not  say  tljat 
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Mr.  WATSON.— I  think  so.  I  Oo  not 
use  the  term  disrespectfully.  Among 
honorable  members  who  sit  on  the  Govern- 
ment benches,  there  exist  the  most  r^ark- 
able  difTerences  of  opinion  upon  many  of 
the  leading  questions  before  the  com- 
munity. I  do  not  in  any  way  seek  to  imply 
that  such  opinions  are  not  legitimately  held, 
or  that  honorable  members  are  not  honestly 
seeking  to  secure  the  betterment  of  the 
condition  of  the  people;  but  that,  their 
opinions  widely  differ  must  be  admitted 
by  the  most  unprejudiced  observer.  The 
Prime  Minister  said  that  there  was  one 
great  point  of  similarity  between  his  sup- 
porters and  the  members  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, namely,  that  they  were  all  democratic 
We  can  understand  the  editable  ramping 
democracy  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  fen*  Parley,  who  has  been  noted 
as  a  democrat  for  many  years  past  jn 
New  South  Wales.  Then  there  is  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Flinders,  who  is  another 
raging  democrat ,  who  is  anxious  to  put 
all  the  power  in  the  hands  of  the  people, 
and  to  secure  absolute  equality  for  all 
classes  of  the  community.  I  notice,  too, 
that  even  the  honorable  member  for  Cor- 
angamite  shelters  himself  under  the  term 
«  Liberal." 

Mr.  Wilson. — We  are  democrats  who 
have  not  gCHie  mad. 

Mr.  WATSON. — It  is  always  safe  to 
imply  that  the  other  fellow  is  just  a  little 
weak  in  his  top  storey.  I  do  not,  how- 
ever, wish  to  say  that  of  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite.  I  do  not  think  that  my 
honorable  friends  are  even  politically  mad. 
No  doubt  they  are  politically  sane,  so  far 
as  the  interests  of  the  people  they  repre- 
sent are  concerned.  But  it  does  sound 
like  a  travesty  upon  the  term  democrat 
when  we  find  coming  under  its  beneficent 
shelter  the  gentlemen  I  have  indicated 
who  are  sitting  in  the  Government  comer. 
Sitting  behind  the  Government  also,  there 
will  be  found  other  gentlemen  who  have 
just  as  little  title  to  the  term  "democrat" 
as  those  to  whoni  I  have  referred. 

An  Honorable  Member. — What  about 
the  honorable  member  for  Koovong? 

Mr.  WATSON.— He  is  another  excel- 
lent sample  of  a  democrat.  He  is  a 
most  estimable  gentleman,  but  1  do  not 
think  that  he  would  claim  to  be  particularly 
imbued  with  democratic  ideas.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Oxley  is  another  strong 
democrat,  whose  whole  aim  during  the 
time  he  has  been  in  politics  has  been  to 
advance  the  cause  of  democracy.  He 


has  been  pushing  its  interests  forward 
with  all  his  strmgth,  and  the  only  regret 
that  remains  to  him  is  that  he  bias  been 
comparatively  unsuccessful  in  his  own 
State. 

Mr.  Reid. —  The  honorable  member 
would  be  proud  to  have  the  support  of  every 
one  of  them. 

Mr.  WATSON.— If  I  had  their  support, 
it  would  be  a  clear  indication  that  I  was 
at  last  going  wrong  in  my  public  career. 
The  right  h(Hiorable  gentleman,  passing 
from  that  vain  attempt  to  pro\-e  similarity 
between  the  two  parties  to  an  endea^xmr  to 
accentuate  the  points  of  difference,  said  that 
the  great  primary  distinction  between  the 
supporters  of  the  Government  and  the  Oppo- 
sition was  that  the  former  did  not  believe 
in  a  caucus.  We  are  given  to  understand 
that  the  Government  conduct  their  business 
in  quite  a  different  way.  There  is  no  bring- 
ing of  their  supporters  into  consultation, 
that  a  proper  result  may  be  arrived  at.  They 
manage  these  matters  at  present.  I  under- 
stand, not  by  the  domination  of  one  man, 
but  by  the  aominati(m  of  two  half  men. 
They  arrange  their  business  on  the  basis  of 
the  two  heads  of  the  Government  being 
"equal  in  all  things,"  and  these  two  hon- 
orable  gentlemen  seem  to  manage  the  con- 
cern for  the  rest  of  the  party. 

Mr.  Thomas. — It  saves  trouble,  so  far 
as  the  rest  are  concerned. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Certainly  it  does;  but 
the  thinking  machine  is  liable  to  become 
rusty  if  not  occasionally  agitated,  and 
such  a  thing  may  perhaps  happen  to  the 
supporters  of  the  Government.  There  is 
one  feature  of  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man's statement  that  certainlv  calls  for  re- 
mark from  me.  Some  considerable  time  ago 
— I  think  it  was  when  addressing  a  rather 
innocent  audience  at  Warragul,  in  the  Fede. 
ral  electorate  of  Flinders — the  right  honor- 
able gentleman  stated  that  the  policy  of  the 
WatsCHi  Govenunent  was  put  together  in  the 
vaults.  The  Prime  Minister  has  rather  a 
weakness  for  graphk:  fonns  of  expression, 
and  we  can  understand  the  attractiveness  of 
the  word  "  vaults  "  to  a  man  who  is  given  to 
vaulting  so  regularly  over  any  obstacle,  no 
matter  how  high  it  may  be.  I  think  it 
wa$  on  the  day  following  the  making  of  that 
speech  that  I  made  a  clear  and  distinct 
statement  to  the  press  to  the  effect  that  the 
policy  of  the  Government  of  which  I  was 
the  head  was  determined  bv  the  Ministry, 
without  reference  to  any  outude  person — 
without  reference  to  even,  an  extra  leader, 
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or  kind  of  fifth  wheel  to  the  coach, 
a  practice  which,  we  are  told,  obtains  in  the 
present  Ministry.  In  any  case,  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  late  Ministry  was  prepared 
with(Hit  reference  to  any  outside  person,  and 
was  subsequently  placed  before  the  sup- 
porters of  the  Govenunent  at  a  meeting  held, 
not  in  the  vaults  of  this  House,  but  in  the 
ordinary  meeting-room. 

Mr.  Reid.— What  does  the  Labour  Party 
do  at  these  meetings? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  shall  come  to  that 
matter  in  the  course  of  a  few  moments,  I 
do  not  wish  to  be  drawn  away  ficm  the 
point  that,  to  my  mind,  it  is  a  regrettable 
feature  of  public  life  that,  when  a  definite 
statement  is  made,  to  which  an  equally  de- 
finite denial  is  given,  that  denial  is  not 
accepted  clearly  and  without  reservation. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  have  not  seen  the  news- 
paper statement  to  whidi  the  honorable 
member  refers. 

Mr.  WATSON. — It  appeared  two  days 
after  the  statement  made  by  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  can  assure  the  honorable 
m«nber  that  I  do  not  read  the  newspapers 
regularly,  but  that  I  would  accept  any 
statement  made  by  him,  whether  made 
through  the  medium  of  a  newspaper,  or  in 
any  other  way. 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  is  very  good  of  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  to  say  that.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  there  was  no  necessity 
for  the  late  Ministry  to  go  before  the 
caucus,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the  policy 
oa  which  the  members  of  the  Labour  Party 
had  been  elected  to  this  Parliament  was 
well  known  to  all.  So  long  as  no  attempt 
was  made  to  depart  from  that  policy,  there 
was  no  occasion  to  consult  members  of  the 
caucus  or  of  the  party  individually  in  regard 
to  it.  The  members  of  the  Party  had  sufiBcient 
confidence  in  the  late  Ministry — and  would 
have  had  sufiicient  confidence  in  any  other 
Ministry  formed  from  its  ranks — to  believe 
that  they  would  stand  by  the  policy  to  which 
its  members  had  pled^d  thAmselves  when 
before  the  couDtiy.  In  these  drcumstances, 
there  vras  no  necessity  for  the  late  Govem- 
ment  to  do  more  than  tell  their  supporters 
what  particular  portion  of  their  policy  they 
hoped  to  carry  out  in  the  immediate  future, 
and  how  much  of  it  would  necessarily  have 
to  be  left  in  abeyance  until  the  time  arrived 
to  take  acticm. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — The  caucus  never  in* 
Btructed  the  late  Government,  even  in  regard 
to  that  matter. 


Mr.  WATSON.— I  must  say  that  I  was 
treated  with  a  generosity  which  certainly 
was  never  excelled  by  the  supporters  of  any 
Prime  Minister  of  the  Commonwealth,  or 
of  the  Premier  of  any  of  the  States.  No 
member  of  the  Party  ever  approached  me  in 
regard  to  the  personnel  of  the  Ministry 
which  I  was  about  to  fwrn,  or  in  reference 
to  the  programme  which  we  should  insist  on 
carrying  out  This,  perhaps,  is  not  a  matter 
of  public  importance,  but  it  is  only  right 
that  the  facts  should  be  stated.  The  Prime 
Minister  attempted  to  make  some  capital  out 
of  the  alleged  power  exercised  over  members 
of  the  Labour  Party  by  the  Labour  Leagues, 
and  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Ballarat  traversed  the  same  ground  in  a 
speech  which  he  delivered  some  little  time 
ago.  For  public  men  who  have  been  ac- 
quainted to  a  greater  or  lesser  ^ent  with 
the  Labour  Party  and  its  organizaticvis  for 
a  number  of  years — and  oertamly  the  Prime 
Minister  has  been  very  closely  identified  on 
some  occasions  with  thte  Labour  Party  

Mr.  Spence. — He  was  "  in  the  hollow  of 
their  hand." 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  believe  that  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  confessed  that  he  was  at 
one  time  in  that  pc»ition.  It  is  strange  that 
such  gentlemen  should  exhibit  so  much  ig- 
norance as  to  what  axe  the  relations  betwun 
the  Labour  Leagues  and  members  of  the 
Labour  Party, 

Mr.  HuTcmsoN. — It  is  not  ignorance,  but 
something  worse. 

Mr.  Reid. — That  is  rather  a  vulgar  as- 
sertion. 

Mr.  WATSON. — I  scarcely  like  to  as- 
sume that  these  honorable  gentlemen  would 
be  guilty  of  deliberate  misrepresentation ; 
but  the  statement  having  been  reiterated 
yesterday,  it  is  proper  &at  I  should  in  a 
few  words  state  exactly  what  the  facts  are- 
In  the  first  place,  the  programme  of  pro- 
posed legislation  which  the  Labour  Party 
will  support  is  agreed  to  by  a  conference 
at  which  every  supporter  of  the  party,  whe- 
ther a  unionist  or  non-unionist,  may  be  re- 
presented. I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  vast 
bulk  of  the  support  of  the  Labour  Party 
(X)mes  from  the  ranks  of  the  non-unionists 
— from  men  w4io,  while  not  actively  op- 
posed to  unionism,  are  certainly  not  at  pre- 
sent included  within  its  ranks.  Every  per- 
son who  supports  the  pr<^amme  of  the 
Labour  Party  has  an  opportunity  to  be  re- 
presented, either  through  the  agency  of  a 
labour  league  or  by  a  union,  at  the  confer- 
ence to  which  I  have  referred.  ■ 
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Mr.  Fisher. — Farmers  have  been  repre- 
sented at  such  conferences. 

Mr.  WATSON. — I  am  pleased  to  say 
that  we  receive  substantial  support  from 
the  farmers  of  New  South  Wales  and 
Queensland.  When  the  programme  is  agreed 
to,  it  is,  of  course,  laid  down  that  every 
person  desiring  to  stand  as  a  labour  candi- 
date must  first  subscribe  to  that  programme 
— it  would  rwt  be  of  much  use  for  a  man 
to  appear  as  a  labour  candidate  if  he  did 
not — and,  secondly,  he  must  pledge  him- 
self, if  not  selected  by  the  organLeation,  to 
stand  down  in  favour  of  the  selected  can- 
didate. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — ^The  Labour  Party  have 
two  platforms — a  fighting  programme  and 

a  propaganda. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Quite  so.  We  have 
one  programme  for  immediate  action,  while 
the  other  is  a  declaration  of  principle ;  but 
it  makes  no  difference  to  the  position  of 
the  candidate.  He  is  asked  to  express  his 
belief  in  the  whole  programme. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — He  takes  the  lot. 

Mr.  WATSOX.— That  is  so.  From  the 
time  a  candidate  is  elected  on  that  pro 
gramme,  until  he  again  comes  before  the 
league  for  selection,  that  league  has  no 
power  over  him.  Its  members  trust  to  his 
honesty,  .ind  to  the  honesty  of  those  asso- 
ciated with  him  in  the  Parliament,  to  carry 
out  the  programme  on  which  he  has  been  re- 
turned. There  is  no  domination  in  the 
slightest  degree  by  the  outside  leagues  or 
organizations  of  the  Labour  Party. 

Sir  John  Forbest. — But  they  can  pass 
resolutions. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Certainly ;  but  do  not 
the  supporters  of  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber occasionally  pass  resolutions? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — They  do  not. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — In  Western  Australia 
they  have  passed  several  resolutions  in  re- 
gard to  the  right  honorable  member. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — They  have  never 
passed  any  about  me. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  was  about  to  say, 
when  this  cross-firing  commenced,  that  it 
was  absolutely  incorrect  for  persons  to  as- 
sume or  to  state  that  any  power  over  mem- 
bers of  Parliament  exists  in  the  hands  of 
any  labour  organization,  except  in  this  de- 
gree— that,  as  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man stated  yesterday,  if  those  members  do 
not  give  satisfaction,  they  may  not  be  again 
selected  to  stand  for  Parliament.  What 
sort  of  a  man  is  he  who  is 
afraid     to     face     those    who    are  in 


agreement  with  him  in  regard  to 
every  detail  of  his  political  programme? 
What  man  is  there  who,  being  honest,  and 
anxious  to  carry  out  the  principles  to  which 
he  has  pledged  himself  before  the  electors, 
would  fear  to  face  those  who  necessarily 
must  be  prejudKed  in  his  favour,  seeing 
that  they  are  in  thorough  harmony  and 
agreement  with  him  on  all  the  material  issues 
that  COTue  up  for  public  discussion?  The 
members  of  the  Labour  Party  share  the 
liability  to  rejection  ecfually  with  every 
other  member  of  this  House.  The  right 
h<morable  gentleman  finds  it  convenient  to 
talk  about  machine  politics  as  applied  to 
the  Labour  Party,  but  he  seeks  to  gloss 
over  the  operations  of  equally  objection- 
able machine  politics  among  the  ranks  of 
his  old-time  supporters.  Let  us  recall 
to  mind  the  case  to  which  be  referred  yes- 
terday— the  case  of  a  member  of  the  State 
Parliament  of  New  South  Wales,  who  was 
one  of  the  most  faithful  supporters  of  the 
party  which  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
led  so  ably  and  so  long,  and  who,  in  regard 
to  both  loyalty  and  service,  deserved  well 
of  the  party.  The  machine — the  local  or- 
ganization— selected  another  man. 

Mr.  Watkins.— By  ballot? 

Mr.  WATSON.  —  Yes.  They  ran  a 
gentleman  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Hawthorne 
for  the  electorate  of  Leichardt,  anc^  not- 
withstanding that  the  leader  of  the  party 
which  is  now  heir  to  the  ideals  of  the  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney — Mr. 
Carruthers — had  received  every  support  and 
assistance  from  Mr.  Hawthorne — notwith- 
standing that  Mr.  Hawthorne  had  been  as 
loyal  to  his  new  leader  as  he  was  to  his 
old  one  

Mr.  McDonald. — For  sixteen  years  ! 

Mr.  WATSON.— Notwithstanding  that 
he  had  given  this  support  to  his  leaders  fot 
sixteen  years,  the  machine  was  so  ^rong 
that  not  only  was  another  man  brought  out 
against  him,  but  the  leader  of  the  party 
spoke  against  his  old  henchman.  The 
accusaticm  may  be  made  against  the 
Labour  Party  that  they  are  governed  by 
organizations ;  but  I  say,  without  the 
slightest  hesitation,  thai  if  a  man  had  been 
loyal  to  the  party  of  which  I  was  leader, 
I  should  never  speak  against  him.  The 
"  machine "  might  do  a.s  it  pleased,  but, 
whatever  dse  I  might  do,  I  certainly 
should  not  be  guilty  of  such  an  action. 
I  am  not  putting  this  forward  against  the 
machine.  Unfortunately,  some  kind  of 
■machine  or  organization  is  necessary. 

Digftjzed  by  Google 


Biinisieriat         [8  Septeubes,  1904.]  Statement, 


4409 


Mr.  Chanter.  —  To  which  of  the 
machines  is  the  honorable  member  now  re- 
ferring ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  was  referring  to  the 
machine  called,  I  believe,  the  "  Liberal  and 
Reform  Association  of  New  South  Wales." 
We  shall  shortly  learn  bow  far  that  "  re- 
form "  will  go. 

Mr.  Reid. — What  is  the  name  of  the 
newly-formed  alliance  between  the  Oppo- 
sition and  honorable  members  in  the  Oppo- 
sition corner? 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  is  a  Liberal  and 
Labour  alliance;  I  rep^t  that  so-called 
machines  are  necessary  and  are  universally 
employed.  The  Prime  Minister  himself  used 
a  machine  at  the  last  elections  in  New  South 
Wales.  I  am  told  that  it  was  not  quite 
so  effective  in  this  State,  but  in  New  South 
Wales  we  had  the  free-trade  organization 
working  hotly  and  strongly  for  him.  I  do 
not  blame  thelm;  but  what  I  do  object  to 
is  the  political  hypocrisy  of  which  men 
are  guilty  when  they  come  here  and  dbject 
to  the  Lalxiur  Party  as  an  organizaticHi 
per  se,  while  they  themselves  use  the 
machine,  and,  as  in  the  case  of  the  hcHior- 
able  and  learned  member  for  Ballarat, 
bring  into  existence  yet  another  organiza- 
tion to  remedy  the  defects  of  that  already 
existing. 

Mr.  Reid. — It  is  only  the  despotism  of 
an  enlightened  democracy. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  think  that  the  deci- 
sion of  a  Conunittee  appointed  in  part  by 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  before  the 
last  Federal  election,  and  in  part  by  gentle- 
men who  had  previously  appointed  them- 
selves a  committee,  is  a  form  of  despotism  a 
little  more  complete  than  the  organization  of 
the  Labour  Party,  in  connexion  with  which 
e^'ery  individual  may  join  a  labour  league, 
and  may  in  that  league  have  his  direct  vote 
by  ballot  to  decide  whether  a  particular 
candidate  shall  be  run  for  Parliament. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  only  difficulty 
about  it  is  that  it  is  not  true.    That  is  alL 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  is  true.  It  has 
been  done  all  throufj^  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  must  ask  the  honor- 
able member  for  Parramatta,  if  I  correctly 
understood  him  to  say  that  something  which 
was  said  by  the  honorable  memh«r  loi 
Bland  is  untrue,  to  withdraw  that  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  certainly  withdraw 
the  st^ement.  I  made  it  in  no  personal 
sense. 


Mr.  WATSON.— I  quite  accept  the  ex- 
planati(Hi  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta  that  he  did  not  intend  any  im- 
putation on  my  trustworthiness. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Merely  that  the 
statement  was  not  one  of  fact. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Just  so.  What  I  un- 
derstand is  that  one-half  of  the  cooamittee 
was  appointed  from  members  of  Parlia- 
ment, presumably  on  the  initiative  of  the 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney, 
and  the  other  half  from  organizations  con- 
sisting of  a  number  of  gentlemen  who  were 
not  representatives  of  leagues  or  organiza- 
tions existing  throughout  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Is  that  the  state- 
ment the  honorable  gentleman  made  before? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  think  it  is  nearly 
the  same.  I  have  no  wish  to  say  any  more 
on  that  point.  1  come  now  to  deal  with 
the  Prime  Minister's  statement  that  an- 
other great  difference  between  the  members 
of  his  party  and  the  Labour  Party  is  that 
the  latter  believed  in  socialistic  legisla- 
tion. The  right  honorable  gentleman  re- 
ferred to  some  remarks  I  made  in  reply  to 
a  deputation  from  the  May  Day  demons- 
trators. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Did  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  bring  that  up  again  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— Yes,  but  not  in  quite 
the  same  terms  as  those  in  which  it  was 
previously  referred  to.  I  was  quoted  as 
stating  that  the  time  was  not  ripe  to  enter 
upcn  a  general  sodalistic  propaganda,  but 
that  one  might  begin  with  the  plum  that 
was  in  a  condition  fit  to  pluck — the  to- 
bacco monopoly.  The  way  in  which  that 
was  referred  to  by  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  would  lead  people  to  believe 
that  some  great  public  wrong  was  likely 
to  be  inflicted  if  the  tobacco  monopoly 
were  nationalized.  The  Prime  Minister 
did  not  proceed  to  explain  exactly  of  what 
the  tobaax>  monopoly  ronststs,  or  how  far 
it  is  necessary  in  the  public  interests  that 
some  steps  should  be  taken  in  order  to 
clip  the  wings  and  cut  the  claws  of  that 
and  kindred  monopolies. 

Mr.  Maugeh. — Or  that  a  Select  Com- 
mittee of  the  Victorian  Legislative  As- 
sembly recommended  the  nationalization 
of  the  tobacco  industry  some  vears  ago. 

Mr.  WATSON.— That  is  so,  hut  the 
question  has  developed  very  materially 
since  that  Select  Ccnnmittee  inquired  into 
it. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^The  position  is  much 
worse  now.  ^  . 
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Mr.  WATSON. — Then  the  monopoly 
existed  in  a  comparatively  innocuous  form, 
It  was  then  practically  confined  to  one 
State,  and  was  not  there  complete ;  but 
to-day  the  tobacco  monopoly  has  its  ten- 
tacles over  every  State  in  the  Commoa- 
wealth. 

Mr.  Hughes. — It  is  a  real  monopoly. 

Mr.  WATSON. — It  is  an  actual  mono- 
poly. It  is  not  one  to  which  the  term  may  be 
applied  merely  in  a  general  way ;  because 
it  has  now  become  actually  and  specifically 
a  monopoly,  and  is  taking  advantage  of  the 
people  at  both  ends. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Why  does  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  support  it? 

Mr.  WATSON.~My  method  of  sup- 
porting it  is  to  transfer  its  control  to  the 
national  Government  of  Australia  at  the 
earliest  possible  opportunity. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  hooorable  gen- 
tleman subscribes  to  its  funds. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  admit  that  I  indulge 
in  tobacco,  if  that  is  the  insinuati(»i  of  the 
honorable  member ;  but  beyond  that,  I  do 
not  support  the  trust.  So  far  as  Australia 
is  concerned,  I  belie\'e  that,  no  matter  what 
form  of  Tariff  we  have,  and  no  matter  what 
other  steps  we  take  short  of  the  nationali- 
zation of  some  of  these  industries,  we  are 
bound  to  have  enormous  monopolies  batten- 
ing upon  the  people,  and  taking  advantage 
of  them  at  every  opportunity.  Are  we  to 
stand  idly  by  and  impotently  lament  that 
these  things  should  be,  or  are  we  to  seize  the 
nettle  resolutely,  and  determine  that  if  there 
is  to  be  a  monopoly — and  in  many  cases  I 
admit  that  monopolies  cheapen  production, 
so  far  as  manufacture  is  concerned — it  shall 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  and  controlled 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people?  The  Prime 
Minister  went  on  then  to  refer  to  another 
socialistic  proposal  of  the  late  Government, 
namely  that  we  propose  to  take  some 
j£8,ooo.ooo  sterling  belonging  to  the 
banks  

Mr.  WiLKS. — Has  not  the  new  combina- 
tion opposite  thrown  that  over? 

Mr.  WATSON.— Not  that  1  am  aware  of. 

Mr.  McCay. — It  is  not  in  the  joint  scheme. 

Mr.  WATSON. —There  is  plenty  of 
time ;  we  do  not  propose  to  deal  with  the 
matter  this  session. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  notice  that  there  is  some- 
thing about  "  social  status  "  in  the  joint 
scheme.  Where  did  honorable  members  op- 
posite get  that  phrase?  P<»sibly  they  could 
not  express  what  they  intended  in  English. 


Mr.  WATSON.— I  should  like  to  remind 
the  Prime  Minister  that  what  he  teims  a 
socialistic  proposal  in  reg^ird  to  banking 
legislation  

Mr.  Reid. — I  did  not  say  that  it  was 
soc  idlistic 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  think  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  did.  He  was  referring 
generally  to  the  socialistic  proposals  put 
forward  by  the  late  Government,  and  in- 
cluded in  the  number  the  proposal  to  take 
^8,000,000  belonging  to  the  banks.  I 
say  that  that  financial  policy  has  been  given 
effect  to,  as  I  indicated  some  time  ago.  for 
over  thirty -four  years  in  Canada — a  coun- 
try where,  so  far,  at  all  events,  there  has 
not  been  any  great  progress  on  the  road  to 
Socialism. 

Mr.  Reid, — They  were  very  hard  up  for 
monev  at  the  time  they  adopted  it 

Mr.  WATSON.— They  were,  but  in  view 
of  the  indebtedness  of  Australia,  and  of  the 
fact  that  we  have  to  cut  dcwn  in  every 
direction  in  order  to  balance  our  finances, 
one  would  think  that  we  were  not  too  flush 
of  money  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — Hear.  hear.  We 
starve  the  members  of  the  Federal  Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr.  WATSON.—I  propose  to  refer  the 
Prime  Minister  to  a  statement  made  by  the 
present  Treasurer  when  delivering  his  budget 
in  1901.  At  page  5693  of  Hansard  for  1901 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  is  reported  to 
have  said — 

I  have  looked  at  the  Canadian  system.  It  is 
said  that  instead  of  boriowing  money  we  ought 
to  take  ten  or  twelve  millions  of  gold  whicb 
the  banks  have  lying  in  their  coffers. 

I  said  only  eight,  or  less  than  eight  mil- 
lions. 

In  Canada  they  compel  the  banks  to  keep  a 
reserve — I  do  not  think  we  do — ^but  they  provide 
that  a  certain  portion  of  that  reserve  must  be 
kept  in  the  Dominion's  notes.  By  that  means 
they  get  the  use  of  a  considerable  amoont  of 
money  without  paying  any  interest.  On  the  face 
of  it,  it  appears  to  be  n  fair  proposal,  and  that 
no  harm  is  done.  ' 

Mr.  McCay.  —  The  right  honorable 

gentleman  said,  "  on  the  face  of  it." 

Mr.  WATSON. — I  propose  to  quote  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  fully.  The  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Corinella 
need  not  be  afraid  that  I  shall  do  the  Trea- 
surer any  injustice. 

Mr.  Reid, — I  know  the  right  hOTorable 
gentleman's  present  opinim  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  right  honorable 
gentleman  further  said — 

But  until  I  get  the  fullest  information  I  w 
not  going  to  riuh  into  any  it^me      the  kind. 
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Mr.  Reid. — Hear,  hear  I 

lit.  WATSON.— The  report  goes  on— 

Mr.  O'Mallzy. — It  is  a  splendid  scheme. 

Sir  GEORGE  TURNER.— In  theory  I  ad- 
mit it  is  sple&didj  but  I  do  not  know  tbat  in 
practice  it  works  out  well.  I  have  >ent  to 
Canada  to  get  the  fullest  information  with  re- 
gard to  the  working  of  l^t  scheme. 

Mr.  Reid. — Hear,  hear !  There  is  no 
duty  on  bank  notes  there.  We  get  a  re- 
venue Uam  a  duty  on  bank  notes  here. 

Mr.  WATSON.— That(  3s  so,  but  in 
Canada,  as  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
is  pr<*»ably  aware,  the  Government  issue 
all  notes  below  the  denomination  of  five  dol- 
lars. They  issue  one,  two,  and  four-dollar 
notes  against  which  they,  practically  speak- 
ing, hold  no  reserve. 

Mr,  Reid. — ^That  is  a  very  bad  system. 

Mr.  WATSON.— They  hold  no  reservs 
up  to  nine  million  dollars.  But  after  that 
issue  is  reached,  they  hold  a  certain  reserve, 
increasing  as  the  issue  increases.  Up  to 
an  issue  of  nine  million  dollars,  which  it  is 
believed  the  country  can  fairly  carry 
without  any  risk,  they  hold  no  reserve  at  all. 
What  I  desire  to  point  out  is  that  the  pre- 
sent Treasurer,  in  1901,  thought  that  that, 
on  the  face  of  it,  was  a  fair  sdieme.  The 
right  honorable  gentleman  had  not,  I  admit, 
gone  fully  into  it,  but  he  led  the  House  to 
believe  that  he  amsidered  it  favorably,  so 
far  as  he  had  then  gone,  and  he  intended 
to  refer  to  Canada  for  further  information. 
But,  of  course,  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man has  got  into  different  canpany  since 
then. 

Mr.  REia — The  right  honorable  gentle- 
man got  the  information  long  before  he 

joined  me. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Yes;  but  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  had  not  declared  againsr 
this  scheme  before  he  joined  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  East  Sydney. 

Mr.  Reid.— The  right  honorable  gentle- 
man has  not  done  so  yet. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  can  quite  under- 
stand, when  so  many  members  of  the  pre- 
sent Reid-McLean  Administration  are  sink- 
ing their  asnvictions  in  so  many  directions, 
the  right  honorable  member  for  Balaclava 
must  sink  stMne  portion  of  his. 

Mr.  Tudor. — The  members  of  the  Go- 
vernment will  sink  themselves  in  the  end. 

Mr.  Reid. — And  will  come  up  again  smil- 
ing.    It  is  all  in  a  life-time. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  come  now  to  deal 
with  the  practical  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  regret  Uiat  I  have  taken  up  so 
much  time  in  the  introductory  portion  of  my 
observations,  but  in  that  I  have  merely  fol- 


lowed the  example  of  the  Prime  Minister, 
who  yesterday  devoted  the  greater  part  of 
the  admittedly  short  time  he  took  up.  to 
general  matters  outside  of  his  programme. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Is  the  honorable 
gentleman  going  to  continue  to  imitate  the 
Prime  Minister? 

Mr.  WATSON.— Only  in  so  far  as  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  is  right  The 
first  definite  statement  we  had  in  the  tight 
honorable  gentleman's  speech  yesterday  was 
with  regard  to  Preferential  Trade.  The 
Prime  Minister  says  t4iat  he  takes  up  the 
position  taken  up  by  the  Deakin  Govern- 
ment in  respect  to  Preferential  Trade. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — And  that  involves  the 
raising  of  duties  to  the  foreigner. 

Mr.  WATSON.— This  is  a  most  interest- 
ing alteration  of  policy  on  the  part  of  the 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney.  ■ 
Mr.  Reid. — The  hcmorable  gentleman 
does  not  complete  what  I  said  in  respect  of 
waiting  for  a  definite  proposal  from  the 
Imperial  Governmoit. 

Mr.  WATSON.— That  was  an  addition 
to  the  statement  first  put  forward,  and  not 
retracted,  that  the  position  taken  up  by  the 
Deakin  Government  on  t*ie  subject  of  Pre- 
ferential Trade  was  the  position  adopted  by 
the  present  Administration.  I  say  that  ihis 
discloses  a  most  interesting  state  of  affairs. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Because  that  was  to  raise 
the  duties  agjiinst  foreigners. 

Mr.  Reid. — Some  of  the  newspapers  sav 
that  I  have  dropped  it  altogether. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  desire  to  have  some 
clear  understanding  as  to  what  policv-  in 
this  matter  the  present  Government  has 
taken  up.  If  there  is  to  be  any  emendation 
of  the  statement  put  forward  yesterday,  the 
sooner  it  is  made  t?he  better  in  the  interests 
of  the  public  generally.  I  am  quite  willing 
that  the  position  of  the  Government  in  this 
matter  should  be  cleared  up  now.  If  the 
statement  I  heard  yesterday  is  correct,  that 
the  policy  of  the  Deakin  Go^•e^nment  is 
taken  up,  I  desire  to  know  what  is  the 
opinion  of  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Werriwa  on  the  subject  ?  Is  That 
honorable  and  learned  member  prepared  to 
support  the  proposal  of  the  Deakin  Go- 
vernment to  raise  duties  against  foreigners? 
Personally,  I  am  in  favour  of  it. 

Mr.  McCay. — What  does  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  West  Sydnev  sav 
to  that? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  am  quite  prepared 
to  increase  the  duties  j  but  I  wish  to  know 
is  it  the  Government  decision  to  follow  the 
Deakin  proposal  in  that  regard?  . 
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Mr.  Maugeb. — ^They  say — Na 
Mr.  WATSON.— I  do  not  know  what 
they  say.    That  was  t3ie  statement  yesterday. 
Mr.  Reid. — No. 

Mr  WATSON.— I  ani  sorry  if  I  have 
misunderstood  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man. If  that  is  not  the  position,  are  we 
to  assume  that  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat  is  going  to  acquiesce 
in  the  lowering  of  the  duties  at  present 
existing  in  favour  of  British  goods? 

Mr.  Deakin. — Who  said  so? 

Mr.  WATSON.— Only  two  positions 
are  possible,  even  to  this  Government. 
Even  this  Administration  cahnot  take  up 
more  than  one  of  two  positions  on  this 
questicm,  and  it  must  be  one  or  other  ol 
the  two  positions  which  I  have  mentioned. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  honorable  member  is 
all  astray. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  am  asking  what  the 
Government  propose  to  do,  and  whether 
they  do  not  propose  to  do  what  I  heard 
yesterday  was  their  intention.  I  am  free 
to  admit  that  the  versatility  of  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  is  equal  to  all  emer- 
gencies, but  I  hardly  think  that  it  is  pos- 
sible, even  for  him,  to  find  more  than  two 
paths  to  follow  in  relation  to  this  particu- 
lar matter. 

Mr,  Batchelor. — ^We  should  know 
what  their  policy  is,  at  any  rate. 

Mr.  Reid. — Is  this  a  caucus? 

Mr.  WATSON.— Perhaps  '  for  an  ex- 
planation of  the  other  aspect  of  this  par- 
ticular question  we  should  look  to  the  other 
head  of  the  Government.  When,  a  little 
later,  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Custcwns 
speaks,  he  may  supplement  the  statement 
of  the  Prime  Minister  in  regard  to  prefer- 
ential trade  with  an  amended  proposal 
which  will  be  distinct  from  that  which  we 
heard  yesterday  ;  but,  in  the  absence  of  such 
an  amended  statement,  I  am  forced  to  the 
conclusion  that  those  who  followed  the 
Prime  Minister  originally  are  now  being 
asked  to  back  down  upon  their  ideas  of  pre- 
ferential trade,  and  to  submit  to  the  duties 
being  raised  against  the  foreigner. 

Mr,  Joseph  Cook. — No. 

Mr.  WATSON.— If  that  is  so,  I  con- 
gratulate them  upon  having  come  to  an 
opinion  which  I  share,  and  which  I  have 
shared  for  a  considerable  time  past. 

Mr,  Thomas. — The  Government  is  solid 
only  on  the  trade  marks  measures. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  regret  the  decision  of 
the  Government  to  postpone  the  passing  of 
the  High  Comiiussionership  Bill  until  next 
session. 


Mr.  McCoLL. — It  is  a  wise  dednon. 
Mr.  WATSON.— It  seems  to  me  an  un- 
wise decision. 

Mr.  Reid. — It  is  certainly  an  un-Wise 

decision. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  do  not  know  that 
there  would  be  any  greater  wisdom  in  an 
appointment  which  might  be  made  in  an- 
other direction.  It  is  possibly  because  of 
the  unpopularity,  if  not  unwisdom,  of  some 
appointment  that  the  Bill  is  not  being  pro- 
ceeded with.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  certainly 
a  proper  thing  to  have  a  High  Ceuunis- 
sioner  in  London  at  the  earliest  opportunity 
possible.  I  have  held  the  view  that  tiw 
economy  in  this  relation  consists  in  having 
a  Federal  representative  in  the  heart  of  the 
Empire  as  soon  as  we  can,  and  that  the 
cry  about  the  expense  is  a  paltry  mattei 
when  it  is  recollected  that  we  shall  be  able 
to  do  without  the  services  of  the  Agents- 
General  of  the  States  if  the  High  Commis- 
sioner is  appointed. 

Jir.  McCoLL. — We  cannot  dispense  with 
the  services  of  the  Agents-General  of  the 
States,  though  the  Governments  <A  the 
States  may  do  so. 

Mr.  WATSON.— If  a  Commonwealth 
officer  is  appointed,  who  will  be  competent 
to  perform,  for  one-sixth  or  one-fourth  of 
their  salaries,  the  work  which  the  Agents- 
General  of  the  States  are  now  doing,  public 
opinion  will  force  the  Governments  of  the 
States  to  make  use  of  his  services  in  order 
to  save  expense. 

Mr.  McCoLL. — But  this  House  has  no 
control  over  the  States  in  regard  to  the 
appointment  of  Agents- General. 

Mr.  Reid. — Would  not  friendly  negotia- 
tions with  the  States  be  better  than  an  at- 
tempt to  force  the  change  upon  them?  I 
think  that,  in  the  first  instance  at  any  rate, 
it  would  be  better  to  proceed  by  negotia- 
tion. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  do  not  see  any  objec- 
tion to  friendly  negotiation,  but,  seeing  how 
much  time  has  already  elapsed,  it  is  rather 
too  late  to  proceed  in  that  way  now.  Austra- 
lia has  already  suffered  through  having  no 
proper  represrtitative  in  London.  In  my 
view,  the  acts  of  this  Parliament  have  been 
misunderstood  and  grossly  misrepresaited  in 
London,  and  that  could  have  been  araded 
if  we  had  had  swne  one  there  able  to  speak 
with  authority  on  behalf  of  Australia,  as  to 
what  our  aims  and  our  intentions  really 
were.  I  was  informed,  only  a  couple  of  days 
ago,  of  an  instance  in  which  an  Agent- 
General,  speaking  in  London,  showed  bim- 
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self  absolutely  ignorant  of  the  terms  of  the 
Constitution,  and  thereby  conveyed  an  alto- 
gether false  impression  to  the  people  to 
whom  he  was  speaking  as  to  the  powers  of 
this  Federation.  This  is  a  most  unfortu- 
nate state  of  affairs.  The  least  we  should 
expect  from  any  gentleman  appointed  to 
that  high  position  is  that  be  would  be  fit 
10  interpret  to  the  people  of  England  our 
Constitution,  and  the  legislation  under  it- 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Interpret  our  Con- 
stitution ? 

Mr.  WATSON. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber knows  what  I  mean.  He  should  not 
make  any  gross  errors  in  regard  to  it. 
But  in  the  case  to  which  I  refer,  a  gross 
error  was  made.  I  am  sorry,  therefore, 
that  the  Government  have  seen  fit  to  post- 
pone the  passing  of  the  High  Commissioner 
Bill,  and  the  appointment  of  a  High  Com- 
missimer.  I  believe  that  to  be  Yalse 
economy.  I  do  not  think  that  there  would 
be  any  friction  with  the  Go\'ernnients  of 
the  States  if  a  High  Commissioner  were 
appointed.  On  the  contrary,  anxiety 
would  be  shown  at  an  early  date  to  take 
advantage  of'  the  facilities  which  his  office 
in  London  would  afford.  There  is  another 
measure  referred  to  in  the  Ministerial 
statement  upon  which  I  should  Hke  to  say 
a  word  or  two,  and  that  is  the  Iron  Bonus 
Bill.  We  have  been  told  that  the  questi<xi 
of  the  granting  of  an  iron  bonus  is  to  be 
an  open  one  with  the  Government. 
The  right  honorable  gentleman  seemed  to 
be  rather  concerned  yesterday  as  to  the 
opinions  of  those  in  Opposition  upon 
this  highly  important  question.  I  at  once 
say  that  I  have  been  opposed  to  the  grant- 
ing of  bonuses  to  private  individuals,  just 
as  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  Minis- 
try, and  a  number  of  those  who  are  support- 
ing the  Ministry,  have  been  opposed  to  it. 
But  I  have  never  been  unprepared  to  take 
the  opinion  of  the  House  in  regard  to  that 
question  as  in  regard  to  other  questions. 
In  my  view  it  is  one  in  regard  to  which  a 
difference  of  opini(Hi  may  legitimately  exist. 
I  give  way  to  none  in  my  anxiety  to  see  the 
iron  industry  successftuly  established  in 
Australia ;  but  I  differ  from  those  who 
think  that  the  best  way  to  establish  it  is  to 
pay  large  bonuses  out  of  the  public  Trea- 
sury to  private  individuals.  I  was,  how- 
ever, prepared  to  bow  to  the  decision  of  the 
House  on  the  question,  both  before  I  took 
ofHce  and  while  I  was  a  Minister.  The 
policy  of  the  last  Administration  in  regard 
to  that   measure  was  not   parallel  with 


the  course  pr(^»sed  to  be  followed  by  the 
present  Government.  The  Prime  Minister, 
in  common  with,  and  almost  in  company 
with,  the  honorable  member  for  BaUarat, 
has  for  months  past  been  impressing  upon 
the  electors  of  Australia  that  what  is  needed 
in  this  country  is  to  restore  responsible  go- 
vernment and  majority  rule ;  that  that  is 
the  one  thing  necessary,  and  the  great 
end  to  which  all  energies  should  be 
bent.  Judging  by  the  appearance 
of  the  benches  in  this  chamber,  both 
yesterday  and  to-day.  it  does  not  look  as 
though  majority  rule  has  been  achieved, 
and  certainly  one  cannot  say  that  it  was 
responsible  government  which  the  right 
honorable  member  emphasized  yesterday. 
He  spoke  about  the  example  of  the  Bri- 
tish Parliament  in  this  matter :  but  re- 
sponsible government  is  not  achieved  by 
a  decision  such  as  that  of  the  Ministry 
in  respect  to  the  Iron  Bonus  Bill.  The 
right  honorable  gentleman  was  frank 
enough  to  say  that  there  is  no  rule,  no 
matter  how  good,  to  which  there  may  not 
be  exceptions.  These  exceptions  appear  to 
be  getting  rather  frequent,  and  are  made 
nearly  always  when  it  is  convenient  that 
there  should  be  an  exception.  I  myself 
have  no  complaint  against  the  proposed 
treatment  of  the  Iron  Bonus  Bill;  but  it 
must  be  a  sore  disappointment  to  those 
outside  who  have  followed  the  Prime 
Minister  blindly,  believing  that  when  he 
obtained  office  he  would  give  them  this 
much-vaunted  responsible  government — 
what  it  may  be  worth  I  do  not  know,  but 
they  seem  to  think  that  there  is  sonething 
in  it — and  now  find  that  they  have  been 
left  in  the  lurch.  Perhaps  we  have  an 
explanation  in  their  attitude  towards  this 
■  question  of  the  disinclination  of  the  Go- 
I  vernment  to  meet  its  followers  in  caucus. 
The  right  honorable  gentleman  stated 
yesterday  that  it  has  not  been  their  prac- 
tice so  far  to  meet  in  caucus,  and  we  could 
understand  the  difficulties  of  a  caucus 
on  the  Iron  Bonus  Bill  if  the  honorable 
member  for  Eden-Monaro,  and  the  honor- 
able ntember  for  Laiig  division,  or  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Wer- 
riwa,  and  the  honorable  member  for 
j  Echuca  were  present.  We  can  understand 
I  that  it  would  not  be  wise  to  bring  these 
full-grown  tigers  into  so  small  an  arena. 

Mr.  Reid. — It  would  not  be   more  in- 
congruous than  to  bring  the  honorable  mem- 
ber, the  honorable   and   learned  member 
for  West  Sydney,  and  the  honorable  member 
I  for  Hume  together. 
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Mr.  WATSON.— Our  contempt  of  re- 
sponsible government,  as  the  right  honor- 
able member  seems  to  understand  it,  and 
has  advocated  it  throughout  the  country, 
was  not  disguised.  I  have  never  made 
any  pretence  of  regard  for  responsible  go- 
vernment as  it  has  been  understood  and 
written  about  in  British  communities  for 
many  years  past.  I  see  no  virtue  in  it 
per  se.  The  rig^it  h(xiorable  gentleman, 
however,  has  taken  quite  a  different  stand. 
He  seems  to  me  to  have  tried  to  persuade 
the  people  that  if  they  achieved  responsible 
government  all  their  troubles  would  dis- 
appear as  if  by  magic.  Now,  however, 
that  opportunity  has  been  taken  from  them, 
because  in  dealing  with  the  Iron  Bonus 
Bill  he  proposes  to  drop  it  as  inconvenient. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. — All  coalitions 
have  their  little  differences — e^-en  the  Oppo- 
sition coalition. 

Mr.  Reid. — There  is  one  little  difficulty 
that  might  be  fixed  up.  Who  is  to  be 
leader  of  the  Oppositicm? 

Mr.  Batchelob. — The  right  honorable 
gentleman  need  not  worry;  he  will  find 
out. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Upon  that  head,  we 
shall  not  have  half  the  difficulty  that  seems 
to  have  confronted  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  nome  little  time  aga  There  is 
one  remarkable  statement  in  the  speech  of 
the  Prime  Minister  that  is  another  striking 
commentary  upon  this  cry  for  responsible 
government.  The  right  honorable  gentle- 
man said,  by  way  of  apology  for  the  small 
programme  that  he  was  putting  forward, 
that  if  there  was  anything  else  for  which 
time  could  be  found,  and  which  the  House 
desired,  the  Government  would  afford  oppor- 
tunities for  its  discussion.  That  is  respon- 
sible government  with  a  vengeance.  The 
Prime  Minister  said,  in  effect,  "Gentlemen, 
wc  present  a  programme  to  you ;  if  it  does 
not  suit  it  can  be  altered,  or  extended,  or 
anything  else  done,  so  long  as  we  remain  in 
office."  I  must  say  that  that  struck  me  as 
a  rather  peculiar  way  of  reintroducing  re- 
spwisible  government. 

Mr.  Reid.— There  is  no  more  consistent 
man  in  Australia  than  I  am. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  do  not  make  any  re- 
flections upcHi  that  head,  but  I  cannot  quite 
harmonize  the  statement  that  room  will  be 
found  for  anything  in  the  Ministerial  wag- 
gon so  long  as  the  House  gives  some  rea- 
sonable indication  of  its  desires,  with  the 
claim  that  resptHisible  government  will  be  ' 


restored  That  appears  to  me  tantamount 
to  saying  that  respcnsible  government  cji 

go  hang. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  defy  any  one  to 
tach  any  other  meaning  to  what  the  null 
hcHiorable  gentleman  said.     For  myseif  I 
can  conceive  of  no  other,  and  I  should  like 
to  hear  an  explanation  of  that  phrase. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^I  shall  make  a  note  of  it. 

Mr.  WATSON.— r  should  like  to  bear 
each  of  the  Government  supporters  getti'-.^ 
up  in  turn  and  trying  to  explain  by  tho- 
rough dissection  exactly  what  that  phrase 
means,  if  it  does  not  mean  what  I  ha\'e 
said.  We  were  told  yesterday  that  e\erv 
endeavour  would  be  made  to  establish  cor- 
dial relations  between  the  Commonweal'h 
Government  and  the  States  Govenu&ents. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^As  if  they  were  not 
already  established. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  was  just  about  to  say 
that  I  was  not  aware  that  any  Govemment 
so  far  had  failed  in  the  endeavour  to  act 
in  the  most  generous  fashion  towards  the 
various  States  Governments.  I  have  cer- 
tainly heard  no  complaint  from  any  of  the 
States  Governments  upon  this  head. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Mr.  Bent  does  not  seem 
to  think  that  tiie  relations  have  been  satis- 
factory. 

Mr.  WATSON.— So  far  as  Mr.  Bent  is 
concerned,  his  bark  is  very  much  worse  than 
his  bite.     Acc(»ding  to  my  own  experience, 
whilst  Mr.  Bent  has  occasionally  spoken 
about  the  awfulness  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment—and he  will  probably  speak  in  ju^t 
the  same  wav  of  the  present  Govemment  in 
a  little  while — I  have  found  him  most  easv 
to  work  with  in  regard  to  matters  which 
concern  both  the  Commonwealth  and  the 
State  of  Victoria.     I  succeeded  in  settliii:; 
up  several  matters  which  had  been  in  abej- 
ance  for  some  years, .  and  which  I  wishes! 
to  have  disposed  of  upon  e  juiiable  terms, 
so  far   as  both   Governments   were  con- 
cerned.    Therefore,    while    it    is  true, 
as    the    honorable    member    for  Lan.:; 
has     indicated,     that    Mr.    Bent  ma- 
have  made  some  random  remarks  about  the 
Commonwealth  Govemment  spending  money 
they  were  not  entitled  to,  so  far  as  the 
actual  relations  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments are  concemed,  they  were  of  the  most 
cordial  character. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Perhaps  Mr,  Bent  was 
misreported. 

Mr.  WATSON.— He  may  have  been: 
but  in  any  case  I  do  not  know  of  any  real 
complaint.    Further  than^that,  w  fax  as 
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the  States  Governments  generally  were  con- 
cerned, there  was  no  exception  taken,  or 
any  ground  for  taking  exception,  to  the 
administration  of  the  last  Government.  And 
I  heard  nothing  as  to  the  relations  of  the 
previous  Government  with  the  States  Go- 
vernments being  unsatisfactory.  Therefore, 
the  Prime  Minister  appears  to  me  to  con- 
vey quite  a  wrong  impression  when  he  states 
that  every  endeavour  will  be  made  to  es- 
tablish cordial  relatitms  with  the  various 
States  Governments.  I  do  not  wish  to  say 
a  great  deal  more  with  regard  to  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  Government.  The  Prime 
Minister,  when  speaking  at  Warragul  some 
time  ago,  referred  to  the  programme  of  the 
late  Ministry  as  a  crawling  programme.  If 
that  term  was  justifiably  applied  to  the 
programme  of  the  late  Government,  which 
included  some  debatable  matter — something 
o^er  which  a  fight  might  be  made — 
surelv  it  could  be  applied  with  tenfold  force 
to  the  wretched  programme  which  the 
Prime  Minister  has  put  forward,  which  is 
not  calculated  to  ofTend  the  meekest  indi- 
vidual in  the  community. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^That  is  what  makes  it  so  in- 
digestible. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  right  honorable 
gentleman  talked  about  the  crawling  pro- 
gramme of  the  late  Ministry.    One  would 
imagine  that  he  was  the  knight  valiant,  who 
was  going  to  put  forward  a  programme 
when  he  had  an  oppoitimity — when  the 
"chap  to  save  the  country  "  was  called  on 
—about  which  there  would  be  no  cavil, 
and  which  would  range  all  the  forces  of 
righteousness  on  his  side.    The  mountain 
has    been    in    labour,     and    what  is 
the   result  ?     This    programme    is  sig- 
nificant   quite   as   much   in    respect  of 
its  c»nissi(His  as   for  what   it  contains. 
On  the  occasion  of  the  last  election,  we 
heard  from  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
some  statements  about  the  administraticoi  of 
the  legislation  of  the  then  Government 
When  he  made  the  opening  speech  of  the 
campaign  at  the  Protestant  Hall,  Sydney,  on 
13th  October,  1903,  he  stated  that  the  con- 
tract labour  provisions  of  the  Immigration 
Restriction  Act,   and  the  prohibition  of 
coloured  labour  on  steamships,  constituted 
blots  upon  the  prospects  of  Australia.  We 
were  told  by  inference,  if  not  explicitly,  that 
this  was  the  reason  that  immigration  had 
fallen  off,  why  people  barred  Australia  when 
(hey  desired  to  settle  in  a  new  country  and 
malEe  homes  for  th«nselves. '  The  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  said  he  would  mrt  rest 
until    these    blots    upon    our  statute- 


book  were  removed,  that  no  effort 
of  his  would  be  spared  to  alter 
both  the  legislation  and  the  adminis- 
tration in  these  regards.  Now,  we  have  a 
most  significant  silence  in  regard  to  these 
important  matters — important  in  our  eyes,  as 
they  were  held  to  be  important  by  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  a  short  while  aga  We 
hold  them  to  be  important,  because  we  be- 
lieve that  the  best  interests  of  Australia  are 
bound  up  in  their  retention,  whereas  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  regards  it  as  im- 
portant that  they  should  be  abolished.  I 
ask  why  there  is  no  mention  in  this  pro- 
gramme of  any  proposal  to  deal  with  either 
of  these  important  matters  ? 

Mr.  Page. — The  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat  will  not  permit  it. 

Mr.    WATSON.— Is  it  that  the  stress 
which  the  right  honorable  gentleman  laid 
four  months  ago  upon  administration,  is  to 
find  expression  in  the  acticm  of  himself  and 
his  colleagues  in  the  DepartmeiUs  ?  Are 
th^   content   to  rely  on  administration 
for'effecting  their  purposes,  instead  of  awn- 
ing down  to  Parliament  fairly  and  openly 
and  asking  for  the  reversal  of  the  previous 
decisions  ?  I  say  that  the  circumstances  are 
such  as  -to  arouse  suspicion.      When  the 
Prime  Minister  sought  the  suffrages  of  the 
electors,  and  asked  for  their  support,  he 
put  these  matters  in  the  very  fore-front  of 
his  programme,  and  emphasized  their  im- 
portaix% ;  but  now  he  is  significantly  silent 
up(»i  tiie  subject.   This  must  arouse  the 
suspicion  that,  either  he  is  dropping  these 
questions,  upoi  which  he  assumed  an  atti- 
tude which  he  claimed  to  be  just  and  right, 
or  that  he  is  going  to  effect  his  object  in  an 
underhand  way,  by  means  of  his  adminis- 
tration, instead  of  asking  Parliament  rea- 
sonably and  fairly  to  arrive  at  an  opposite 
decision.    I  think  that  we  are  entitled  to  a 
statement  upcm  the  matter.    In  coalitions 
it  is,  no  doubt,  necessary  that  some  sacri- 
fices of  opinion  should  be  made,  tempor- 
arily, if  not  permanently ;  but  I  sav  that 
on  important  matters  regarding  which  so 
much  controversy  has  been  raised  in  Aus- 
tralia— ^because  it  was  sought  to  make  the 
last  election  turn,  to  some  extent,  upon  the 
question  of  the  six  hatters — it  is  surely  rea- 
sonable to  ask   that  a  fair   and  candid 
statement  should  be  made  to  Parliament  on 
an  occasion  of  this  kind.    I  should  like  to 
congratulate  the  Prime  Minister  upon  his 
new-found  anxiety  to  promote  friendly  feel- 
ings between  the  States  of  New  South 
Wales   and   Victoria.      Relying   for  his 
support — I  will  not  say  for.  his  majority 
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at  present — in  the  bulk,  upon  the  repre- 
sentatives of  these  two  States,  we  find  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  saying  that  it  is 
time  that  Inter-State  jealousies  died 
out,  and  that  we  should  demonstrate  our 
belief  in  the  fairness  of  members  w?io  come 
from  the  other  States.  Now,  I  would 
point  out  that  this  sentiment  was  not  espe- 
cially expressed  during  the  last  election  in 
New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Johnson. — ^That  feeling  should  be 
reciprocal. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Of  course  it  should. 
But  who  has  done  the  most  to  keep  alive 
the  feeling  of  animosity  between  the  States? 
— the  press  supporters  of  tiie  right  honor- 
able gentleman  in  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. — And  the  press  op- 
ponents of  the  right  honorable  gentleman 

in  Vi{  'oria. 

Mr.  WATSON. — I  admit  that  some  of 
the  Victorian  newspapers  have  helped  to 
keep  alive  the  feeling  of  hostility  between 
the  States.  I  contend,  however,  that  no 
encouragement  has  been  given  to  any  such 
feeling  by  myself  or  by  any  cHher  member 
of  the  Labour  Party,  whereas  it  was  dis- 
tinctly stimulated  by  the  right  honorable 
gentleman.  I  say  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber spoke  about  the  domination  of  Vic- 
toria ad  nauseam  throughout  the  last  elec- 
tion campaign,  and  stated  that  the  Barton 
GovernnKnt  Had  been  enabled  through  its 
brutal  majority  of  Victorian  representatives 
to  carry  through  a'  Tariff  to  whicA  he  ob- 
jected. He  laid  stress  upon  that  fact  at 
almost  every  meeting  he  addressed. 

Mr.  Reid. — None  of  those  appeared  in 
the  press ;  no  statements  in  that  strain. 

Mr.  WATSON.  —  The  right  honorable 
gentleman  will  find  sudi  statements  in  the 
repOTt  of  his  mating  of  loth  October,  1903, 
published  in  the  Sydney  Morning  Herald, 
and  also  in  a  report  of  his  speech  at  Bowral 
in  August  of  the  same  year.  That  was 
just  before  the  opening  of  the  electoral 
campaign,  and  I  dare  say  that  he  will  find 
similar  statements  in  other  speeches  de- 
livered at  a  later  stage.  I  have 
not  had  time  to  look  them  up. 
We  had  an  example  of  this  only  a  few  days 
ago.  The  Sydney  Daily  Telegraph,  which 
is  to-day  amongst  the  most  influential  news- 
papers supporting  the  present  Government, 
stated  that  the  Liberal  Protectionists,  now 
in  alliance  with  the  Labour  Party— the 
Liberal  Protectionists  who  are  in  opposition 
to  the  present  Government — constituted  that 


section  of  Victorians  who  had  all  along 
shown  the  utmost  enmity  to  New  South 
Wales. 

Mr.  RxiD. — It  spoke  of  a  section  of  Vic- 
torians, not  of  Victorians  generally. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Tt  stated  that  they  con- 
stituted  that  section  of  Victorians  who  had 
shown  the  greatest  opposition  to  New  South 
Wales. 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  is  absolutely  un- 
true. 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  is  a  most  unfortunate 
libel. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  The  hcHiorable  member  for  Mel- 
bourne Ports  loudly  interjected  that  a  cer- 
tain statement  was  untrue. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  distinctly  heard  the 
interjection,  and  it  was  to  the  effect  that 
the  statement  quoted  from  the  Sydney  Daily 
Telegraph  was  false. 

l^fr.  WATSON.— It  is  most  unfortunate 
that  attempts  of  this  kind  should  be  made 
to  stir  up  inter-provincial  feeling.  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  this  feeling  is  largely 
confined  to  the  cities  of  Sydney  and  Mel- 
bourne, and  that  there  is  very  little  eWdoice 
of  it  in  the  country  districts. 

Mr.  King  0'Mali.ey. — There  is  none  in 
Melbourne. 

Mr.  WATSON.— There  is  some  feeling 
of  the  kind. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Very  little. 

Mr.  WATSON. — Surely  no  public  man 
shculd  encourage,    and   no   public  print 
should  give  publicity  t<^  such  statements. 
They  are  absolutely  untrue,  so  far  as  in- 
dividuals are  concerned.     I  have  not  seen 
evidence  of  any  desire  on  the  part  of  any 
representative  of  Victoria  to  do  injur}-  10 
New  South  Wales  interests.      There  has 
naturally  been  an  anxiety  evinced  by  them, 
and  I  am  happy  to  say,  by  the  representa- 
tives (if  New  South  Wales  also,  to  stand 
firmly  by  their  opinions,  but  I  have  not  seen 
any  indication  of  a  desire  on  the  part  of 
Victorians  or  of  any  other  section  of  the 
House  to  attack  New  South  Wales  interests. 
I  am  satisfied  that  there  is  no  such  desire 
existing  in  the  minds  of  honorable  members 
on  either  side  of  the  House,  As  an  instant'e 
of  the  length  to  which  these  tactics  may  be 
carried,  I  should  like  to  mention  a  state- 
ment which  I  read  in  an  issue  of  the  Svd- 
ney  Daily  Telegraph,  published  ihortly  \»<'- 
fore  the  last  general  election.     It  was  con- 
tained, not  in  a  letter  to  the  editor,  but  in 
an  article  written  by  a  member  of  the  staff, 
and  it  was  to  the  effect  that  sane  blunder 
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had  been  COTnmitted  in  the  electoral  office, 
and  that  "  Melbourne  must  be  called  to  ac- 
count for  this."  Having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  the  Minister  of  Hcmie  Affairs, 
who  then  controlled  the  electoral  office,  wnii 
a  New  South  Welshman,  and  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Department  of  Home  Affairs, 
as  well  as  the  gentleman  immediately  in 
charge  of  the  electoral  office,  were  New 
South  Welshmen,  it  does  not  seem  to  me 
that  Melbourne  was  particularly  responsible 
for  any  blunder  that  had  occurred. 

Mr.  Johnson. — ^AU  of  them  had  strcmg 
Victorian  interests. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  do  not  tiiinfc  that  is 
true: 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  think  it  is. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  think  the  expression  w;:s 
— "The  Melbourne  office"  not  "  Tht^  city 
of  Melbourne.  ' 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  am  sorry  to  sa>-  that 
the  reference  was  to  Melbourne  itself.  It 
is  (Hily  in  keeping  with  frequent  statements 
of  the  kind  that  have  been  made.  I  believe 
I  speak  for  every  honorable  member 
on  this  side  of  the  House,  when  I 
say  that  while  we  recognize  that  the 
Government  are  entitled  to  reasonable  con- 
sideration as  to  the  form  that  any  attack 
should  take,  we  have  so  little  confidence  in 
them  as  a  Ministry — Ave  have  so  little  con- 
fidence in  their  public  administration,  apart 
altogether  frwn  the  perswial  merits  of  the 
individual  members  of  the  Ministry,  which, 
of  course,  must  at  csice  be  conceded — that 
we  shall  avail  ourseh'cs  of  every  legitimate 
step  that  can  be  taken  to  turn  them  out  of 
o&x.  It  is  all  very  well  for  the  right 
hcmorable  member  to  speak  of  the  demo- 
cracy which  is  behind  him.  We  know,  as 
against  that  statement,  that  all  the  reaction- 
ary forces  of  Australia  are  banded  together 
in  support  of  the  Ministry ;  all  the  conser- 
vatives who  can  be  martialled  into  line  are 
strongly  of  the  opinion  that  the  present 
Government  should  be  maintained. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^And  all  the  anarchists  are 
behind  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  right  honorable 
member  talks  of  anarchists !  Where  are 
the  anarchists  in  Australia,  if  we  except 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Wer- 
riwa  and  the  hcmorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Parkes?  I  am  glad  to  say  that,  so 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  there 
are  none.  If  there  are  any  they  certainly 
have  never  demonstrated  their  support  of 
the  Labour  Party.  We  cannot  in  New  South 
Wales  even  secure  the  support  of  the  official 
7  o 


Socialistic  party,  not  to  speak  of  the  an- 
archists. All  the  gentlemen  whose  belief 
in  non-interference  with  private  enterprise 
inevitably  leads  them  in  the  direction  of 
political  anarchy  are  (xi  the  other  side. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Necessarily. 

Mr.  WATSON. — Necessarily  they  are  on 
the  other  side,  and  linked  with  them  are,  as 
I  have  said,  all  the  reactionary  conserva- 
tive forces  which  exist  to-day  in  Austra- 
lia. The  Government  have  even  the  moral 
support  of  Mr.  Walpole,  the  paid  organizer 
of  the  Employers'  iFederation,  who  teUs 
the  workmen  of  Australia  that  marriage  is 
a  luxury  which  should  not  be  indulged  in 
by  the  poor. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber responsible  for  the  views  of  every  out- 
side supporter  of  his  party  ? 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Are  we  responsible  for 
the  statements  of  Mr.  Tom  Mann? 

Mr.  WATSON. — What  about  the  insinua- 
tions made  by  the  Prime  Minister  yesterday 
in  his  endeavour  to  place  the  responsibility 
for  various  statements  by  irresponsible  per- 
sons on  the  shoulders  of  the  Opposition  ? 
The  present  Government  are  not  responsible 
for  all  that  is  said  by  these  persons. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^This  side  of  the 
House  has  nothing  to  do  with  Mr.  Walpole. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  present  Coalition 
Government  is  supported  by  Mr.  Walpole, 
and  by  every  other  force  similar  to  that  by 
which  he  is  maintained  as  a  paid  organizer. 
The  right  honorable  gentleman  has  told  us 
that  the  Government  are  in  favour  of  en- 
couraging private  enterprise.  He  will,  of 
course,  go  to  the  assistance  of  those  who 
are  anxious  for  the  success  of  private  greed 
as  aeainst  the  public  good.  The  gentlemen 
who  have  lately  done  so  well  out  of  the 
butter  trade  will  give  every  assistance  to 
this  Government.  They  do  not  believe  in 
interference  with  private  enterprise.  Why 
should  the  State  step  in? 

Mr.  Page. — Why  should  the  State  inter- 
fere? 

^Ir.  WATSON.— That  is  what  they  say. 
Why  not  let  the  weakest  go  to  the  wall? 
Why  should  not  free  play  be  given  to  these 
grand  original  individualistic  instincts  of 
the  people?    That  is  their  doctrine. 

Mr.  Fuller. — All  this  is  the  result  of  the 
bonus  system. 

Mr.  WATSON.— No;  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  knows  that  the  later 
swindles  disclosed  by  the  evidence  giwn 
before  the  Butter  Commission  had  no  con- 
nexion with  the  bonus  system.  The  gains 

Digrtjzed  by  Google 


44x8  Ministerial      [REPRESENTATIVES-]  Statement. 


in  question  were  made  at  the  expense  of  the 
butter  producers,  quite  independently  of  the 
bonus  system. 

Mr.  Fuller. — But  the  operations  of  these 
men  did  not  commence  until  the  bonus  sys- 
tem was  inaugurated. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I    repeat    that  the 
swindle  was  ptafected,  independently  of  the 
butter  b<Hius,  and  was  the  legitimate  piGl- 
duct  of  private  enterprise  in  the  form  of  a 
trust. 

Mr.  Fuller. — It  is  such  systems  which 
give  rise  to  tactics  of  the  kind  to  which  the 
honorable  member  refers. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  Government  will 
certainly  receive  every  assistance  from 
gentlemen  of  the  character  to  which  I  have 
referred,  as  well  as  from  the  members  of 
the  tobacco  monopoly,  who  will  also  give 
them  all  the  infiuence  that  it  is  possible  for 
them  to  exercise ;  and  when  we  find  all  these 
forces  brought  together  in  support  of  a 
Government  it  is  certainly  time  for  the  ra- 
dicals of  Australia  to  sink  their  minor  dif- 
ferences, and  to  ccmcentrate  all  their  ener- 
gies in  hurling  that  Government  frcHn 
power. 

Mr.  McLean  (Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs). — I  think  that  honorable  members 
will  agree  with  me  that  in  the  tone  and 
manner  of  the  discourse  he  has  just  con- 
cluded, as  well  as  by  the  great  force  and 
ability  displayed  by  him  in  its  delivery, 
the  leader  oF  the  Opposition  has  well  main- 
tained the  high  reputation  (hat  has  made 
him  so  deservedly  popular  in  this  Chamber. 
The  honorable  member,  ho»-e\-er,  cannot 
expect  me  to  concur  with  the  views  he  has 
expressed  on  the  different  matters  with 
which  he  has  dealt,  seeing  that  they 
constitute  the  distinction  between  the 
Go\'ernment  and  the  Opposition.  Before 
proceeding  to  reply  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's speech,  I  should  like,  with  the 
indulgence  of  the  House,  to  refer  briefly 
to  some  statements  which  have  been  made 
regarding  myself  and  the  other  protec- 
tionist members  in  the  ranks  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  of  their  supporters.  It  appears  to 
me  that  if  there  is  one  section  of  the  House 
who  need  not  explain  their  position — who 
are  acting  in  strict  accordance  with  their 
election  pledges — it  is  the  protectionists  on 
this  side  of  the  Chamber.  Honorable  mem- 
bers are  aware  that  after  we  had  spent  more 
than  a  year  in  wrangling  over  the  Tariff  Bill 
and  in  settling  it  on  the  most  favorable 
terms  that  we  could  obtain,  we  went  to  the 


country  advocating  fiscal  peace  duriiig  the 
life  of  the  present  Parliament,  and  in  the 
advocacy  of  that  policy  we  were  joined  by  ] 
several  free-trade  members.  At  that  time 
we  heard  nothing  of  our  honorable  frientJ* 
the  seceding  protectionists. 

Sir  WiLUAU  LvNE. — The  seceding  pro-  | 
tectionists  are  members  and  supporters  of 
the  present  Government. 

Mr.  McLean. — The  honorable  member 
is  a  distinguished  member  of  the  secedirj^ 
protectionists.   I  can  show  him  a  list  of  the  , 
names  of   both   protectionists   and    free-  | 
traders  who  went  to  the  country  as  advo- 
cates of  fiscal  peace.    If  honorable  mem-  i 
bers  in  the  Opposition  comer,  who  are  now  | 
asking  that  the  Tariff  be  immediately  re- 
opened, held  that  opinion  at  the  time  of  the  I 
last  Federal  election  they  should  have  been  I 
found  working  under  the  banner  of  my 
right  honorable  colleague  the  Prime  ^finis-  | 
ter,  who  went  to  the  country  openly  advo- 
cating its  immediate  revision.  , 

Mr.  Hughes. — But  what  did  he  do?  | 

Mr.  McLEAN.— What  were  these  bon- 
orable  members  doing?  If  thev  intended 
to  support  the  re-opening  of  the  Tariff  qucs- 
ti<m — as  my  right  honorable  colleague  said 
he  intended  to  do  as  soon  as  the  House 
met — they  were  simply  masquerading  under 
the  banner  of  those  who  advocated  fiscal 
peace.  The  position  of  the  Protectionist 
Party  was  at  the  time  well  stated  in  the 
columns  of  the  Age^  and  I  will  quote  one 
or  two  passages  from  an  article  which  ap- 
peared in  that  journal  on  i3th  December 
last,  some  four  or  five  days  before  the 
general  election  took  place.  In  the  issxx 
of  that  date  the  following  statement  ap- 
peared in  its  leading  colimms: — 

The  watchword  of  the  Deakin  Ministry  is 
fiscal  peace,  and  all  Australia  sbonld,  mt  tbe 
present  jonctuxe,  cry  a  truce  on  the  tariff  ques- 
tion— 

A  truce,  bear  in  mind.  That  is  the  very 
word  I  have  been  taken  to  task  for  using — 

while  the  great  issue  of  Imperial  Preference  is 
being  fouEBt  out  in  England. 

There  are  two  points  in  that  paragraph, 
short  as  it  is,  that  bear  directly  on  oar  pre 
sent  attitude.     It  describes  the  position  of 
the  Deakin  Goverrunent  at  that  time.  Their 

policy  was  to  have  a  fiscal  peace,  or  a  fiscal 
truce,  I  care  not  which  phrase  is  used,  dur 
ing  the  term  of  the  present  Parliament,  an<i 
to  wait  to  deal  with  the  questitm  of  pre- 
ferential irade  until  some  proposal  w.-s 
made  by  the  Imperial  Govemment.  That 
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positioi  is  put  as  plainly  as  it  can  be  in  the 
paragraph  I  have  quoted — "While  the 
great  issue  of  Imperial  preference  is  being 
fought  out  in  £ngland,"  we  were  to  have  1 
fiscal  truce. 

Mr.  Thomas.— That  is  the  Age.  What 
has  it  to  do  with  the  members  of  this  Par- 
liament ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Jt  is  the  age  in 

\ihich  we  live. 

ilr.  McLEAN. — That  appeared  in  the 
Age  of  izth  December,  and  I  quote  it,  be- 
cause that  newspaper  correctly  reported  the 
views  of  the  Deakin  Government  at  the 
time. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Was  it  not  the  attitude 
of  the  Deakin  Government  on  preferential 
trade,  to  raise  duties  against  the  foreigner  ? 

Mr.  McLEAN. — It  was.  I  was  one  of 
those  who  weot  to  the  country,  advocating 
fiscal  peace  during  the  life  of  the  present 
Parliament. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — And  preferential  trade. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  believe  I  can  say  for 
e\-ery  pnotectiooist  on  this  side  that  .we 
pointed  out  to  our  constituents  that  we  bad 
got  the  best  Tariff  which  oould  have  been  got, 
consid<ffing  the  relative  strength  of  parties, 
and  that  there  was  no  use  in  re-opening 
the  Tuiff  while  the  relative  strength  of 
parties  remained  unaltered. 

Mr.  HiGGlNS. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber think  it  consistent  that  those  who  op- 
posed fiscal  peace  should  ask  for  fiscal 
peace  when  they  are  beaten  ? 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  think  their  position  is 
quite  logical.  They  went  to  the  cotmtry 
openly  advocating  an  immediate  revision  of 
the  Tariff. 

Mr.  HiGGZNS. — And  they  were  beaten. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — They  were  hopelessly 
beaten  on  that  question,  and  they  are  pre- 
pared to  bow  to  the  decision  of  the  ma- 
jority. But  is  it  consistent  for  my  honor- 
able friend  opposite,  or  any  one  who  went 
to  the  country  advocating  fiscal  peace,  and 
who  won  on  that  policy,  when  the  country 
b.-icked  them  up,  and  dealt  with  their  re- 
quest by  sending  into  this  House  an 
overwhelming  majority,  made  up  of 
protectionists  and  free-traders,  in  favour 
of  fiscal  peace^  to  turn  round  now 
and  say,  "We  were  only  fooling  you  at 
the  elections ;  we  did  not'  believe  in  fiscal 
peace.  We  believe  in  re-opening  the  Tariff 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment  "  ?  What  are 
the  excuses  that  are  being  put  forward  ?  We 
are  told  that  what  we  objected  to  was  the 
re-opening  of  the  Tariff  by  free-traders,  but 
that  it  was  quite  legitimate  for  protectionists 
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to  re-open  the  Tariff.  Surely,  that  is  a 
story  which  will  not  impose  upcm  the  cre- 
dulity of  the  inhabitants  of  a  nursery,  much 
less  upon  intelligent  adult  people?  Does 
not  every  one  know  that  if  the  Tariff  is  re- 
opened— and  it  does  not  matter  a  rush  by 
whom,  whether  by  protectionists  or  free- 
traders— if  one  item  of  the  Tariff  is  re- 
opened, every  item  on.  it  is  open  to  attack 
by  both  free-traders  and  protectionists.  We 
have  had  over  twelve  months  of  a  struggle 
on  the  Tariff.  It  has  been  admitted  by 
both  udes  that  the  relative  strength  of 
the  protectionist  and  free-trade  parties 
was  not  disturbed  at  the  last  election. 
That  was  stated  in  the  colimins  of  the 
Age  newspaper  a  couple  of  days  after  the 
electims  took  place.  It  was  explained 
that  the  losses  in  one  place  were  made  up 
by  gains  in  another,  and  that  so  far  as 
the  relative  strength  of  the  parties  was 
concerned  it  was  exactly  as  before. 

Mr.  JEibGGiNS. — May  I  interrupt  the 
honOTable  gentleman  for  a  moment?  We 
asked  for  fiscal  peace  as  a  compronuse. 
That  compromise  was  refused.  Does  the 
honorable  gentleman  think  that  we  are  now 
bound  by  the  compromise? 

Mr.  McLEAN. — It  was  not  refused  by 
the  country. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — It  was  refused  by  our 
opponents. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — It  was  granted  by  the 
coimtry.  Will  bcxiorable  members  oppo- 
site say  that  the  country  having  given  a 
majority  to  them,  and  to  those  who  fought 
under  the  same  fiag,  they  should  turn 
round  immediately,  and  take  up  the  atti- 
tude of  the  party  that  was  defeated  at 
the  elections? 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — The  question  is :  Have 
those  who  were  defeated  when  they  refused 
the  compromise  a  right  to  insist  now  on 
the  compromise  being  kept? 

Mr.  McLEAN. — There  is  no  insistence. 
They  say  openly.  "  We  asked  for  permis- 
sion to  re-open  the  Tariff.  That  permis- 
sion was  refused  by  the  country,  and  we 
bow  to  the  verdict." 

Mr.  HiGGiNS.  —  Honorable  gentlemen 
wish  to  tie  our  hands,  and  to  keep  their  own 
hands  free. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — We,  as  protectionists, 
tied  our  own  hands  at  the  last  election. 
The  name  of  my  honorable  and  learned 
friend  is  in  the  list  of  those  who  went  to 
the  country  asking  for  fiscal  peace. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — No,  I  did  not. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— Then  the  honorable 
and  learned  gentlonan  allowed  his  Jiame 
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to  be  used  in  that  connexion.  If  we  take 
the  protectionists  who  are  now  asking  for 
a  revision  of  the  Tariff  away  from  the 
the  majority  who  supported  fiscal  peace, 
and  add  them  to  the  members  of  the  party 
led  by  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney,  who  advocated  an  immediate  re- 
vision of  the  Tariff,  it  will  be  found  that 
we  shall  make  a  \'ery  material  difference  in 
the  verdict  of  the  country. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — There  can  be  no 
truce  where  both  sides  do  not  agree  to  it. 
If  one  side  fires  on  the  flag  there  is  no 
truce. 

Mr.  McLEAN.  —  The  truce  was  con- 
firmed by  the  country.  The  country  wajs 
the  arbiter  and  the  proper  arbiter.  The 
electors  who  were  the  judges  heard  both 
side.s.  and  thev  said  virtually,  "  We  are 
tired  of  this  Tariff  wrangle,  and  we  decree 
that  the  Tariff  shall  not  be  re-opened  dur- 
ing the  life  of  the  present  Parliament." 
That  is  the  position  which  I  and  other  pro- 
tectionists on  this  side  took  up.  That  is 
our  position  to-day,  and  I  therefore  say 
that  we  have  nothing  to  explain  to  our  con- 
stituents, because  we  are  acting  in  strict 
accordance  with  our  election  pledges. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Then  why  is  the 
honorable  gentleman  explaining  now? 

Mr.  McLEAN. — Because  my  honorable 
friend  and  others  acting  with  him  have 
been  making  certain  statements  to  the  coun- 
try— statements  very  much  at  variance  with 
their  utterances  of  a  few  months  ago.  Per- 
haps the  honorable  member  for  Hume  will 
give  me  his  attention  for  a  moment  while 
I  quote  a  paragraph  from  his  own  speech 
in  returning  thanks  for  his  election  to  his 
<X)nstituents  at  Albury. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^These  papers  ought 
to  be  burnt. 

Atr.  McLEAN. — These  are  the  words  of 
the  hcMiorable  member  for  Hume,  as  re- 
ported in  the  A^e  of  i8th  December — 

The  f:scal  question  should  never  have  been 
raised  in  this  election.  Owing  to  the  stringency 
of  the  financial  clauses  of  the  Constitution  it  was 
impossible  to  have  either  protection  or  free- 
trade.  Whatever  party  was  in  power,  the  only 
possible  Tariff  must  be  very  similar  to  that  now 
m  force ;  and  until  the  expiration  of  the  Braddon 
clauses,  it  was  vain  for  either  party  to  dream  of 
radical  alterations. 

Those  were  the  views  of  almost  the  whole 
of  the  members  of  the  party  with  which  my 
honorable  friend  was  associated  at  that 
time.  The  only  difference  at  tlie  present 
time,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  is  that  we  are 


still  of  that  opinion,  whilst  stxne  of  our 
honorable  friends  have  seen  fit  to  (diange 
their  attitude. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Who  said  that? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Sir  William  Lyne. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — A  gentleman  for  whom 
I  have  the  highest  respect,  my  old  and  hon- 
orable friend  the-member  for  Htmie. 

Sir  WiLUAU  LvNE. — Hear,  hear;  and  I 
shall  refer  to  it  myself  presently. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — It  is  quite  true  that  I, 
and  I  believe  all  of  the  protectionists  on 
this  side,  advocated  preferential  trade.  The 
attitude  of  the  Government  which  we  sup- 
ported was  to  wait  until  some  proposal  on 
the  subject  emanated  from  the  Imperial 
Government.  That  is  our  attitude  to-day. 
We  do  not  think  it  is  likely  that  these  pro- 
posals will  come  to  us  during  the  life  of 
the  present  Parliament,  but  if  they  do.  we 
are  prepared  to  carry  out  our  election 
pledges,  and  to  deal  with  them  in  accord - 
«nce  with  those  pledges. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Is  the  other  head  of  the 
Govenunent  going  to  do  the  same? 

Mr.  McLEAN.— The  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment is  absolutely  witling  that  every 
member  of  the  Government  and  their  sup- 
porters should  be  true  to  their  electkm 
pledges  on  this  as  well  as  on  every  other 
question. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Is  there,  thwi,  a  free 
hand  on  preferential  trade ;  is  it  an  open 
question  in  the  Cabinet? 

Mr.  McLEAN. — It  is  a  question  on  which 
we  s^all  alt  \'Ote  in  accordance  with  our 
election  pledges. 

Mr.  Hughes. — ^That  is  to  say,  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  will  vote  in  one  way, 
and  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Svdnev  in  another? 

Mr.' McLEAN.— Probably,  if  that  ques- 
tion should  come  up.  The  honorable  and 
learned  memlier  Tor  West  Sydney  is  aware 
that  in  that  respect  we  are  a  coalition  Gc- 
vemment  in  just  the  same  way  as  the  Govern- 
ment of  which  he  was  himself  a  member. 
Witt  he  tell  me  that  he  would  have  voted 
in  the  late  Go\-emment  for  preferenti'il 
trade,  and  in  favour  of  raising  the  duties 
against  the  foreisner? 

Mr.  Hughes. — ^The  late  Government  was 
not  a  coalition  Government. 

Mr.  McLEAN.  —  My  honorable  and 
learned  f riend  should  be  straight  and 
candid.  We  know  what  he  would  do. 
He  is  too  honorable  to  do  otherwise  than 
vote  in  accordance  with  his  honest  con- 
victions. The  tionorable  and  learned 
gentleman  knows  very  well  that  four  mem- 
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bers  of  the  Cabinet  to  which  he  belonged 
held  one  fiscal  belief,  whilst  another  four 
held  the  opposite  view. 

Mr.  Hughes. — I  do  not  know  that  at 
all. 

Mr.  McLEAN.  —  My  honorable  and 
learned  friend  must  know  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  which  he  was  a  member 
included  four  free-traders  and  four  pro- 
tectionists. 

Mr.  Hughes. — I  am  not  aware  of  that, 
but  it  may  have  been  so. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— The  innocence  of  the 
honorable  and  learned  gentleman  is  charm- 
ing. Possibly  he  was  not  aware  of  it, 
but  I  may  tell  him  that  every  other  mem- 
ber of  the  House  was.  In  that  respect, 
on  the  Tariff  question  alone,  and  on  ques- 
tions arising  under  the  Tariff,  we  admit 
that  we  are  essentially  a  coalition  Govern- 
ment— s(»i)e  of  us  hold  one  view  and  some 
another. 

Mr.  Hughes, — Is  that  ccxisonant  with 
responsible  government? 
Mr.  McLEAX.— It  is  on  all  the  matters 

we  have  in  hand.  If  this  matter  should 
come  before  us  by  request  from  the  Im- 
perial Government,  we  shall  deal  with  it 
in  accordance  with  our  election  pledges. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Who  will  deal  with  it? 
The  present  Government  cannot  deal  with  it. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — Every  individual  mem- 
ber of  thfe  Government. 

Mr.  Hughes.  —  But  who  will  lead? 
The  bcxiorable  gentleman  or  the  other  half 
of  the  head  c&  the  Government? 

Mr.  Rexd. — Wait  until  it  comes  along; 
we  ^all  then  soon  tell  the  honorable  and 
learned  member. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — ^When  the  matter  comes 
before  us  by  request  from  the  Imperial 
Gov'ernment  we  shall  be  prepared  to  deal 
with  it. 

Mr.  Hughes. — I  do  not  know  that  the 
Government  will  then  be  able  to  deal  with 

anything. 

Mr.  McLEAN.  —  Dealing  with  the 
speech  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition, 
that  honorable  gentleman,  in  his  opening 
remarks,  complained  bitterly  of  the  action 
of  honorable  members  now  on  this  side  of 
the  House  in  taking  the  conduct  of  business 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  late  Government. 
He  argued  that,  under  ordinary-  circum- 
stances, we  should  have  allowed  the  House 
to  go  into  Committee,  and  to  deal  with  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Corinella  there.  I  admit  that,  under  ordi- 
nary circumstances,  that  would  have  been  a 
fair  request  to  make,  and  I  should  have 


been  one  of  the  first  to  agree  to  it ;  but  my 
honorable  friends  know  that  the  late  Go- 
vernment stated  openly  the  alternative  which 
they  had  to  propose. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Not  on  the  motion  to  re- 
commit. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— They  told  us  what  they 
intended  to  do  in  Committee.  If  they  had 
asked  us  to  go  into  Committee  to  deal  with 
the  question  on  its  merits,  they  would  have 
been  allowed  to  do  so ;  but  they  did  not  ask 
that.  I  believe  that  if  we  had  gone  into 
Committee,  the  majority  against  the  Go- 
vernment would  have  been  larger. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — There  would  not  have 
been  a  majority  against  the  Government  in 
Committee. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — The  honorable  member 
for  Barker,  for  one,  would  have  voted 
against  the  Government  in  Committee. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — What  about  the  honor- 
able member  for  Dalley  ?  How  would  he 
have  voted,  if  we  had  moved  to  strike  out 
the  whole  proviso  ? 

Mr.  McLEAN.— The  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Corinella  was  car- 
ried on  its  merits  by  five  votes,  whereas  the 
Government  were  defeated  on  the  proposal 
to  recommit  by  a  majority  of  two  votes. 

Mr.  Hughes. — On  the  one  occasion  there 
was  not  a  full  attendance,  but  on  the  other 
there  was. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — For  my  own  part,  I  was 
not  aware  that  the  amendment  was  to  be 
moved  by  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Corinella. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Kor  was  I. 

Mr.  McLEAN,— I  do  not  think  that 
many  of  us  knew  of  it  imtil  it  was  proposed, 
I  voted  in  accordance  with  the  views  which 
I  expressed  during  the  second  reading  de- 
bate on  the  Bill  introduced  by  the  Barton 
Government,  and  I  think  that  most  htmor- 
able  members  did  likewise.  On  that  oc- 
casion I  stated  what  were  the  provisitxis  to 
which  I  objected,  and  I  voted  all  through 
in  strict  accordance  with  that  statement.  It 
was  not  our  fault  that  the  lat«  Government 
chose  to  make  clause  48  a  vital  question. 
That  was  a  matter  for  themselves.  But 
they  could  hardly  expect  us,  who  were  not 
supporting  them,  to  reverse  the  vote  we  had 
recorded  a  few  days  previously,  simply  be- 
cause they  were  making  the  questim  a  vital 
one. 

Mr.  Frazer.— We  expected  fair  play, 
and  we  were  deceived. 

Mr.  Reid.— Poor  little  babies!  But 
honorable  members  were  not  decrived. 
They  are  too  clewr  for  that. 
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Mr.  Frazer.  —  The  right  honcwable 
gentleman's  turn  is  caning. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — If  we  get  the  same 
amount  of  fair  play  as  we  extended  to  the 
late  Government,  we  shall  'not  ask  for 
anything  more. 

Mr.  Page. — ^Tfae  honorable  member  will 
get  it. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— We  do  not  wish  for 
anything  more.  My  honorable  friend  can- 
not point  to  a  single  instance  in  which  the 
late  Opposition  attempted  to  obstruct  busi- 
ness, or  to  thwart  progress  in  any  way. 
We  dealt  with  each  matter  as  it  came  up, 
purely  and  simply  on  its  merits. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Hear,  hear!  There  is 
no  questicHi  about  that 

Mr.  McX^AN.— The  ejection  of  the  late 
Government  from  office  was  a  matter  for 
which  they  alcHie  were  responsible,  since 
the  situation  was  cat&  of  their  own  creati(»i. 
Honorable  members  who  voted  against 
them  did  so  in  accordance  with  their  pre- 
viously expressed  convictions.  The  leader 
of  the  Opposition  referred  in  a  sneering 
tone  this  afternoon  to  the  remark  of  the 
Prime  Minister,  that  in  one  respect  there  is 
a  strong  resemblance  between  the  members 
of  the  Oppositicm  and  the  suppcnters  of  the 
Government,  in  thai  both  are  democrats  and 
liberals;  and  he  proceeded  to  ridicule  the 
assertion  by  referring  to  two  or  three  hon- 
orable members  whom  he  regarded  as  con- 
servatives. It  is  well  known  that  I  have 
never  had  any  sympathy  with  conservatism, 
and  that  I  have  supported  advanced  liber- 
alism throughout  the  whole  of  my  political 
career.  But  in  the  matter  of  exclusiveness, 
there  is  a  very  stn»ig  resemblance  between 
the  ultra-omservative  and  the  labour  mem- 
ber. They  are  equally  exclusive.  Your 
ultra-ctmservative  is  in  favour  of  class  rule, 
and  your  labour  member  is  also  in  favour 
of  class  role.  The  onlv  difference  between 
them  is  this:  Your  ultra -conservative  be- 
lieves in  entrusting  political  power  to  that 
class  which,  having  acquired  a  s'ake  in  the 
country,  has  shown  some  capacity  to 
manage  its  own  affairs. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Cannot  the  labour 
members  do  that? 

Mr.  McLEAN. — ^They  have  not  done  it. 
Hmiorable  members  must  remember  that  I 
do  not  sympathize  with  the  conservatives, 
and  have  never  sympathized  with  them. 
They  contend  that  those  who  have  shown 
their  capacity  to  manage  their  own  business 
by  acquiring  a  stak^  in  the  country,  in  the 
shape  of  property  


Mr.  Page. — What  does  the  hwiorable 

member  call  a  stake  in  the  country? 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  am  stating  the  argu- 
ment from  the  conservative,  not  from  my 
own  point  of  view.  Their  contention  is  that 
the  class  for  which  they  ask  for  what  I  cwi- 
sider  an  undue  share  of  political  power  has 
given  evidence  of  being  able  to  manage  its 
affairs  intelligently. 

Mr.  King  O'Maluly. — Is  it  not  the  man 
with  a  wife  and  family  and  no  money  who 
has  the  real  stake  in  the  country  ? 

Mr.  McLEAN. — My  honorable  friend's 
tent,  if  he  had  one,  would  be  a  good  in- 
stance of  what  is  meant  by  a  stake  in  the 
country.  Honorable  members  opposite  also 
believe  that  the  Government  of  the  country 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  one  class,  the 
labour  class. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS.— That  is  the  honorable 
member's  mistake. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  do  not  say  that  it  is 
not  just  as  capable  as  any  other,  but  they 
desire  to  give  exclusive  power  to  a  sectioa 
of  the  community  which  has  not  yet  given 
the  same  evidoice  of  capacity  to  manage  its 
own  affairs. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Does  the  hcmoraUe 
member  mean  that  the  labour  members  have 
not  shown  that  they  can  manage  their  own 
business  ? 

Mr.  McLEAN. — The  labouring  class 
has  not  shown  that  capacity  to  the  same  ex- 
tent as  other  classes  have  done.  If  they 
had  done  so,  they  wc'uld  not  be  undex  the 
necessity  of  working  for  wages. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Many  of  the  honor- 
able members  of  the  Labour  Party  do  not 
work  for  wages,  but  manage  businesses  of 
their  own. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  have  been  opposed  to 
both  parties  always.  Both  the  Prime  Min- 
ister and  myself  believe  in  making  e\*ery 
section  of  the  community  equal  in  the  eyes 
of  the  law,  and  in  giving  every  section  of 
the  community  the  same  voice  in  framing 
the  laws  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — ^That  is  the  policy  of 
the  Labour  Party. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — It  is  in  that  respect  that 
we  differ  from  our  friends  opposite.  Tbe 
h(»iorable  member  for  Hindmarsh  cannot 
deny  that  he  came  into  this  Parliament 
bound  by  a  very  stringent  pledge. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — ^Whatwas  the  pledge? 

Mr.  Page. — Read  it.    We  are  proud  of 

it. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— It  is  this— 

I  hereby  pledge  myself  not  to  oppose  tbe  c^d- 
didate  selected  by  the  recognised  political  oigani- 
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cation,  and,  if  elected,  to  do  my  utmost  to  carry 
out  the  principles  embodied  in  the  Federal  Labour 
Platform,  and  on  all  questions  aflecting  the 
platform,  to  vote  as  a  majority  of  the  parlia- 
mentary party  may  decide  at  a  duly  constituted 
caucus  meeting. 

My  honorable  friends  claim  to  represent  the 
whole  people ;  but  had  the  employers  any 
voice  in  framing  the  programme,  to  which 
they  have  bound  themselves  body  and  soul  ? 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — Certainly.  They 
can  come  into  the  unions  if  they  like.  We 
welcome  them. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — My  honorable  friends 
know  that  they  come  into  Parliament  as  the 
pledged  advocates  of  one  class. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Not  at  all. 

Mr.  McLean. — I  accept  the  correction 
to  this  extent.  In  uding  the  word  class,  I 
was  rather  too  comprehensive.  I  should 
have  said  section  of  a  class.  The  recent 
action  of  my  honorable  friends  shows  that 
they  have  come  here  as  the  pledged  advo- 
cates of  those  who  are  enrolled  in  the  trades 
uniois,  and  not  of  the  whole  of  the  workers. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Employers,  lawyers, 
squatters,  doctors,  and  other  sections  of  the 
cotnmimity  belong  to  the  Labour  Party. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — That  is  a  revelation  to 
me.  I  am  not  surprised  at  lawyers  belong- 
ing to  the  party,  tfiough  I  believe  that  the 
homxable  and  teamed  member  for  Northern 
Melbourne  4ias  not  yet  signed  its  platform. 

Mr.  HiGGiNs. — I  think  that  the  honor- 
able member  will  admit  that  men  of  all 
classes  and  occupations  are  free  to  join  the 
party. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — Just  its  any  person  is 
free  to  commit  suicide.  If  they  are  willing 
to  enter  upon  a  career  of  cmfiscation,  they 
can  join  the  Labour  Party. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — No  one  is  free  to 
commit  suicid&  The  honorable  member 
would  be  arrested  if  he  attempted  to  do  sa 

Mr.  McLEAN. — Perhaps  I  should  not 
have  used  that  illustration. 

Mr.  Page. — Have  not  the  labour  candi- 
dates to  fr.ce  the  electors? 

Mr.  McLEAN.— Yes. 

Mr.  Page. — ^Then  whose  fault  is  it  that 
we  are  here? 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  am  not  blaming  the 
honorable  member  for  anything.  He  ^ould 
not  be  ashamed  of  his  position. 

Mr.  Page. — I  am  not  ashamed  of  it ;  I 
am  proud  of  it. 

Mr.  McLEAN.~If  I  have  misi«presen- 
ted  the  platform  of  the  Labour  Party  in  any 
way,  I  am  opoi  to  oorrection. 


Mr.  Hutchison. — Do  not  the  electors  ac- 
cept our  platform  in  choosing  us  to  repre- 
sent them  ? 

Mr.  McLEAN. — My  honorable  friends 
come  here  as  the  pledged  advocates  of  the 
trade  unions. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — That  is  not  sa 

Mr.  McLEAN. — The  trades  unions  are 
excellent  electioneering  organizations;  there 
is  no  denying  that.  Every  man  in  a  trades 
union  is  a  canvasser  for  a  labour  candidate, 
and  they  certainly  select  excelloit  repre- 
sentatives. I  have  never  said  anything 
against  the  labour  members  in  this  Cham- 
ber. They  are  a  most  reputable  body  of 
men,  who  are  attentive  to  their  duties,  and 
conscientiously  carry  out  their  election 
pledges.  But  I  object  to  the  whole  machine 
which  creates  class  rule.  My  honorable 
friends  know  that  I  have  always  been  op- 
posed to  that.  I  object  to  any  man  bind- 
ing himself  body  and  soul  to  an  organiza- 
tion outside  Parliament.  I  think  that  it 
is  right  for  every  man  to  place  his  own 
views  before  the  electors.  If  those  views 
are  acceptable,  he  should  be  sent  into 
Parliament.  I  do  not  believe  in  any  man 
so  moulding  his  views  as  to  ccwnply  with 
a  platform  framed  by  a  body  of  men  out- 
side of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Page. — ^Those  views  must  be  en- 
tertained by  the  majority  of  the  electors, 
or  they  would  not  send  us  here. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber must>  of  course,  represoit  a  majority 
of  those  who  vote  in  his  constituency. 

Mr.  Reid. — Yes,  of  those  who  vote. 

Mr.  Page. — 1  secured  a  majority  of 
4,780  over  the  candidate  who  would  have 
been  supported  by  the  right  honcwable 
gentleman. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  am  sorry  to  again 
have  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  in- 
terjections across  the  chamber — practically 
conversations  carirfed  on  between  honor- 
able members — are  highly  disorderly,  and 
render  it  almost  imp(Bsible  for  the  h(Mi- 
orable  member  who  is  addressing  the  Chair 
to  pursue  a  consistent  line  of  argimient. 
I  must  again  ask  honorable  members  to 
refrain  from  engaging  in  ocxiversations 
across  the  chamber. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— The  leader  of  the  Op- 
position took  exception  to  a  remark  made 
by  the  Prime  Minister  in  a  recent  speech 
at  Warragul,  to  the  effect  that  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  Labour  Government  was 
framed  in  the  vaults.  He  contended  that 
there  was  no  truth  in  that  statement,  and, 
of  course,  I  accept  his  denial*   But  what 
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does  that  denial  involve?  It  involves  the 
abandcnunent  of  the  election  pledges  of  the 
members  of  the  Labour  Party,  by  which 
they  engage  to  abide  by  tlie  views  of  the 
caucus  in  every  matter  affecting  their  pro- 
gramme. Therefore,  it  is  a  poor  compli- 
ment to  pay  to  a  Labour  Government  to  say 
that  they  could  act  independently  only  by  a 
violation  of  the  pledge  under  which  they 
entered  Parliament. 

Mr.  Hughes. — If  the  whole  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Labour  Party  are  of  one  opinion, 
how  can  their  views  be  influenced  by  i>er- 
sons  outside? 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  will  answer  that  in 
the  true  Scotch  fashion  bv  asking  another 
question.  If  my  honorable  friends  are  of 
the  one  opinion  before  they  go  into  the 
caucus,  where  is  the  necessity  for  the  rule 
that  has  been  laid  down? 

Mr.  Page. — Because  we  have  been  tricked 
too  often  by  people  giving  us  pledges  and 
promises. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— Then  what  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  West  Sydney 
says  cannot  be  true.  A?l  the  members  of 
the  Labour  Party  cannot  be  of  the  one 
mind  before  they  go  into  the  caucus. 

Mr.  Hughes. — The  honorable  member 
stated  that  we  had  violated  our  pledge  in 
regard  to  the  Arbitration  Bill ;  I  say  that  we 
were  of  one  opinion,  so  far  as  that  was 
ooncerned. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — How  did  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  know  that  ? 
Mr.  Hughes. — We  found  it  out  first  of 

all. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — That  is  what  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  denied.  He  said  that 
tho  Government  had  framed  their  own  pro- 
gramme in  absolute  independence  of  the 
party.  Honorable  members  must  have  en- 
tered the  caucus,  either  in  order  to  make  the 
minority  bow  to  the  will  of  the  majority, 
and  come  in  here  as  if  they  believed  in  it, 
or  merely  to  perpetrate  a  farce.  If  they 
were  all  of  the  one  opinion  before  theyi 
went  into  the  caucus  it  would  be  absurd  for 
them  to  enter  into  any  conclave  upon  the 
matter.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition  told 
us  that  the  policy  of  the  late  Government 
was  known  to  the  whole  world.  I  would 
ask  the  honraable  member  whose  policy  it 
was.  Was  it  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment or  of  the  labour  organizations  out- 
side of  Parliament? 

Mr.  Hughes. — It  was  the  policy  of  the 
Government. 


Mr.  McLEAN. — It  was  a  pdicy  framed 
by  the  organizations  outside  tof  Parlia- 
ment, which  the  labour  members  were  sent 
in  here  to  carry  out  in  obedimce  to  theii 
o  tasters. 

Mr.  Hughes. — It  was  the  policy  of  the 
electors  at  the  last  general  elections,  which 
was  confirmed  by  an  overwhelming  ma- 
jority. It  is  so  good  a  policy  that  the 
honorable  member  is  not  game  to  knock 
out  one  plank  of  it. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— The  leader  of  the  Op- 
[xsiticm  referred  to  the  Free-trade  League 
and  compared  it  to  the  labour  organizations 
outside  of  Parliament.  Now,  is  there  a 
single  manber  of  this  House  who  axnes  in 
here  with  the  brand  of  the  Free-trade 
League  upon  him,  and  bound  body  and 
soul  to  carry  out  its  b^iests?  The  Free* 
trade  League  will,  no  doubt,  pledge  itself 
outside  of .  Parliament  to  TOte  for  those 
candidates  whose  views  are  in  consonance 
with  its  own,  but  it  does  not  make  its  re- 
presentatives its  servile  instruments. 

Mr.  Hughes.  ■ —  They  have  to  sign  a 
pledge  in  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Reid. — They  can  do  without  it  just 
the  same. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— The  Free-trade  League 
of  New  South  Wales  did  not  put  their 
brand  upcm  the  Prime  Minister.  The 
leader  of  the  Opposition  referred  also  to 
the  tobacco  monopoly,  and  pointed  out  the 
injury  that  was  being  done  to  the  oonmiun- 
ity  by  that  combinaticm.  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  that  his  assertions  are  not  absolutely 
true,  but  I  submit  that  there  are  other 
means  of  dealing  with  such  a  matter,  be- 
sides nationalizing  an  industry  and  making 
it  a  State  monopoly.  Surely  these  mono- 
polies can  be  prevented  by  legislation  from 
doing  any  harm  to  the  public  The  pre- 
sent Goverrmient  are  just  as  much  oppos«] 
as  are  my  honorable  friends  opposite  to  any 
monopoly  that  imposes  disabilities  upcm  the 
general  public  We  may  have  a  different 
method  of  dealing  with  it,  but  we  have 
the  same  object  in  view,  and  honorable 
members  will  find  that  we  are  quite  as 
earnest  as  they  are  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  Hughes. — What  is  the  honorable 
member's  method? 

Mr.  McLEAN. — ^The  honorable  member 
is  questioning  me  rather  too  soon.  We  have 
not  yet  had  time  to  consider  the  whc^e  of 
the  cletails  of  the  legislation  by  which  we 
could  deal  wiUi  such  matters. 

Mr.  Hughes. — ^What  has  the  h(»orab1e 
member  been  doing  diuing  the  last  three 
weeks? 
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Mr.  McLEAN.— What  was  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  doing  for  three 

months  ? 

Mr.  Hughes. — Combating  the  stratagems 
and  tricks  of  honorable  members  opposite. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— The  late  Government 
during  the  three  mcHiths  they  were  in  office 
passed  only  one  Bill,  namely,  the  Seat  of 
Government  Bill. 

Mr.  Hughes. — ^That  was  something 
which  the  former  Government  cUd  not  suc- 
ceed in  achieving  during  the  three  years 
that  it  occupied  office. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — That  Bill  was  passed  in 
a  day  or  two,  and  the  other  portion  of  the 
term  during  which  the  late  Government  held 
office  was  fruitless.  The  leader  of  the  Op- 
position also  took  excepti(»i  to  the  proposal 
of  the  present  Government  to  postpone  the 
appointment  of  the  High  Commissioner. 
He  said  that  we  ought  to  make  the  appomt- 
ment  at  once,  and  trust  to  public  opinion 
to  compel  the  States  Governments  to  come 
into  Ime.  Is  that  the  proper  way 
to  approach  independent  States  Govern- 
ments, who  have  just  as  clear  rights  as  we 
have  under  the  Constitution?  We  believe 
that  -it  would  be  much  more  conducive  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  people  whom  we 
both  represent  if  we  met  the  States  Goveni- 
meati  in  friendly  c(»iference,  and  came  to 
some  amicable  agreement.  We  know  that 
the  members  of  the  States  Govenmients  are 
as  anxious  as  we  are  to  promote  the  great- 
est good  for  the  people  at  the  least  possible 
cost,  and  we  believe  that  economy  can  best 
be  served  by  entering  into  friendly  conler- 
ence  with  them.  I  would  point  out  that 
the  High  Commissioner  will  have  very  im- 
portant functions  to  discharge,  and  that,  if 
he  does  his  duty  ably  and  ccmscientiously, 
he  can  accomplish  a  great  deal.  He  will 
be  in  a  position  to  prnnote  the  interests  of 
our  producers,  by  advertising  our  products 
and  resources  in  the  old  world,  by  opening 
up  markets,  b>v  making  the  best  possible 
freight  arrangements  for  the  cheap  trans- 
port of  our  exports  to  those  markets, 
and  by  the  collection  and  dissemi- 
nati<Hi  of  useful  information.  In  this 
connexion,  perhaps,  1  may  be  permitted  to 
digress  a  little  from  the  speech  of  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  by  saying  that  the  Go- 
vernment are  looking  forward  to  accom- 
plishing very  useful  work,  in  conjunction 
with  £e  States  Governments,  during  the 
recess.  In  the  first  place,  the  States  have 
public  debts,  amounting  to  2 ^,000,000. 
One  of  the  strongest  arguments  in  favour 


of  the  Federal  Union  was  that  increased 
facilities  woulcl  be  giv»i  for  borrowing 
money  for  public  purposes  on  favourable 
terms,  because  the  credit  of  the  Common- 
wealth would  stand  very  much  higher  than 
that  of  individual  States ;  I  think  that  that 
was  a  fair  and  reasonable  view  to  take.  If 
the  credit  of  the  Commonwealth  stands 
higher  than  that  of  individual  States  to  the 
extent  of  even  a  half  per  cent — and  I  think 
that  is  a  very  modest  asstunption — we  might 
by  taking  over  the  States^  debts,  effect  a 
sa^^ng  upon  our  annual  Interest  bill  of 
1 10,000.  That  would  surely  be  an 
advantage  welt  worth  gaining. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Why  delay  the  matter? 

Mr.  McLEAN,— There  will  be  no  delay 
in  dealing  with  the  matter,  unless  hcmorable 
members  opposite  unduly  prolong  the  ses- 
sion. If  we  can  go  into  recess  within  a 
reasonable  time,  we  shall  be  able  to  deal 
with  the  matter  promptly.  If  we  do  not 
succeed  in  reachmg  recess,  the  honorable 
member  will  not  find  us  whining  for  office. 
We  can  leave  office  in  as  good  a  spirit  as  we 
came  into  it.  Reverting  to  the  subject  of 
the  appointment  of  a  High  Commissioner.  I 
would  point  out  that  there  are  many  direc- 
tions in  which  that  t^cial  may  render  great 
service.  I  would  remind  my  honorable 
friends  that  the  Federal  Parliament  has  al- 
ready devoted  more  than  a  year  to  the  con- 
sideration of  one  question,  the  fiscal  issue, 
and  it  seems  to  me,  that  by  the  time  that  the 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill  has  been 
finally  dealt  "with,  we  shall  have  devoted 
something  like  a  similar  period  to  the  con- 
sideration of  that  measure.  Surely  it  is 
fair  that  the  great  producing  interests  of 
Australia  should  receive  some  attention. 
The  Federal  Constitution  has  left  the  con- 
trol of  those  interests  in  a  somewhat  di- 
vided  state.  The  Governments  of  the  States 
have  charge  of  the  various  Departments  of 
Agriculture;  but  the  Government  of  the 
Commonwealth  have  the  sole  power  to  give 
direct  encouragement  to  production  or  export. 
It  is  absolutely  necessary,  if  we  are  to  evolve 
a  wise  and  intelligent  policy  in  this  direc- 
tion, that  we  shall  do  so  in  conference  with 
the  States  Governments,  and  that  is  a  mat- 
ter to  which  the  Government  intend  to  de- 
TOte  special  attention.  I  believe  that  the 
Parliament  and  the  Government  of  the  Com- 
monwealth may  do  more  good  for  Austra- 
lia by  developing  and  expanding  her  natural 
resources  than  they  can  in  any  other  direc- 
tion. I  would  draw  attention  to  the  pro- 
posal which  was  submitted  last  session,  as 
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well  as  early  this  session,  by  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Bendigo,  in  regard 
to  the  creation  of  a  Federal  Bureau  of  Agri- 
culture. It  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  that  proposal  into  their  serious 
consideration.  We  are  all  in  sympathy  with 
the  object  which  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  has  in  view,  and  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  do  all  that  we  can  to 
come  to  such  arrangements  with  the  States 
as  will  enable  us  to  give  every  reasonable 
encouragemmt  to  the  expannon  of  the 
natural  resources  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — Have  the  Government  any 
concrete  suggestion  to  make? 

Mr.  McLEAN. — If  we  have  a  concrete 
proposal,  there  is  good  reason  why  it  should 
not  be  made  public.  The  matter  is  one 
that  must  be  dealt  with,  as  the  honorable 
and  learned  mewiber  will  admit,  in  confer- 
ence with  the  States  Go\'emments.  What 
position  should  we  occupy  if  we  first  an- 
nounced exactly  what  we  proposed  to  do, 
and  then  proceeded  to  negotiate  with  the 
States  Governments?  My  honorable  and 
learned  friend  will  surely  see  that  it  is  only 
reasonable  that  we  should  not  make  any 
definite  proposal  until  we  have  conferred 
with  the  States  Governments.  It  is  indeed 
due  to  the  States  Governments  that  that 
position  should  be  taken  up  by  us.  But 
I  am  at  liberty  to  point  out  the  direction 
which  these  negotiations  will  take.  The 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Balla- 
rat  has  been  long  and  honorably  associated 
with  such  progressive  movements  as  water 
conservaticm,  immigration,  and  other  im- 
portant questions  of  public  concern,  and  I 
may  tell  the  House  that  in  these  respects 
the'  Government  are  in  entire  sympathy  and 
accord  with  him.  These  also  are  matters 
that  will  have  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  first 
instance  in  conference  with  the  States  Go- 
vernments. 

Mr.  Hughes.  —  Does  the  honorable 
gentleman  speak  of  irrigation? 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  am  referring  to  water 
conservation  and  irrigation  generally. 

Mr.  Hughes. — We  are  entirely  in  ac- 
cord with  the  Government  programme,  but 
what  we  wish  to  know  is  whei  it  is  to  be 
proceeded  with. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— We  shall  go  on  with 
it  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Then  whv  not  go  on  with 
all  these  matters  without  any  recess? 

Mr.  McLEAN. — Such  a  suggestion  may 
impose  on  the  occupants  of  the  galleries, 
but  it  can  have  no  such  effect  on  old  poli- 
ticians like  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 


ber hipiself.  Did  the  Government,  of  which 
he  was  a  monber,  att^pt  to  do  anything 
in  the  directicoi  to  which  I  am  referring  ? 

Mr.  Hughes. — ^We  undoubtedly  did ; 
but  we  were  throttled  by  the  attacks  of 
honorable  members  like  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Custcxns. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — Then  the  Govemmen! 
kept  the  matter  a  very  close  secret. 

Mr.  Hughes. — ^We  had  to  do  sa 

Mr.  Isaacs. — The  Minister  does  not 
mean  to  say  that  the  Government  will  not 
do  anything  for  the  producers,  except  that 
which  the  States  Go\-emments  agree  to  do? 

Mr.  McLEAN.— Certainly  not.  This  is 
not  the  time  to  make  such  a  declaratim. 
If  we  desired  to  flout  the  States  Govern- 
ments, to  defy  them,  and  to  have  them  ar- 
raigned in  oppositirai  to  us,  that  is  the  course 
which  we  should  follow.  We  awamence 
by  saying  that  we  shall  endearaur  by 
friendfy  negotiations  and  craiference  with 
the  States  Governments  to  come  to  amicable 
arrangements  that  will  be  ccmducive  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  people  of  the  Common- 
wealth. We  surely  rfiould  not.  ot  the 
other  hand,  hold  out  a  threat  to  the  States 
Governments,  and  say  to  them,  "  If  you  do 
not  agree  with  what  we  propose,  we  shall 
carrv  it  out  in  spite  of  your  opposition." 

Air.  Isaacs. — It  is  surely  our  duty  to 
help  the  producers. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— We  shall  not  be  found 
shirking  our  duty  in  regard  to  the  producers. 
I  trust  that  my  honorable  and  learned  friend 
is  doing  his  duty  to  his  constituents. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — I  hope  so. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— I  trust  that  my  honor- 
able and  learned  friend  feels  that  he  is  dis- 
charging his  duty  to  his  constituents,  the 
producers,  by  doing  all  that  he  can  to  brinj; 
into  power  an  organization  which  would 
proceed  to  tax  them  off  their  holdings.  Is 
that  the  way  in  which  he  desires  to  do  his 
duty  to  them?  I  have  fought  with  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  in  the  past,  and 
I  hope  to  fight  with  him  again,  and  the  re- 
mark which  I  made  a  moment  ago  was 
drawn  iicm  me  only  by  his  interjection.  It 
relates  to  a  matter  which  bis  omstituents 
will  have  to  determine. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — I  do  not  object  to  the 
remark ;  but  T  say  that  the  policy  of 
taxing  the  people  off  the  land  is  the  policy 
of  the  free-trade  democratic  association, 
with  which  the  honorable  gentleman  is 
now  allied, 

Mr.  McLEAN.— The    honorable  and 
learned  member  knows  that  that   is  the 
ultimate  goal  of  the  party  which  be  is 
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now  supporting.  He  knows  that  it  sup- 
ports the  nationalization  of  Land,  Capi^ 
And  industry.  How  are  they  to  be  nation- 
alize? 

Mr.  Hughes. — By  the  method  which 
is  favoured  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Lang,  who  is  a  Government  supporter. 

Mt.  McLean. — By  means  of  taxation 
imposed  not  for  the  legitimate  purposes  of 
revenue,  but  to  reduce  the  value  of  hold- 
ings, in  order  that  they  may  be  ultimately 
acquired  by  the  money  wrung  in  this  way 
from  the  holders. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — Who  imposed  the  Land 
Values  TaxaticHi  in  New  South  Wales? 

Mr.  McLEAN, — My  honorable  and 
learned  friend  knows  that  the  doctrine  to 
which  I  have  referred  is  preached  by  the 
paid  agitators  of  the  Labour  Party,  and 
is  advocated  by  their  press.  I  presume 
that  they  will  not  repudiate  their  utter- 
ances on  these  questions?  The  leader  of 
the  Opposition  was  very  candid  in  his 
statement  that  it  was  the  intention  of  his 
party  ito  turn  the  Government  out  of  cNiHce 
at  the  first  opportunity.  The  Government 
do  not  complain  of  that  attitude.  If 
the  Opposition  proceed  fairly  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  quite  prepared  to  meet  any 
legitimate  attack  as  soon  as  it  may  be  de- 
sired to  launch  it.  I  give  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  every  credit  for  his  state- 
ment, and  do  not  feel  less  friendly  towards 
him,  or  to  any  member  of  his  party,  be- 
cause of  the  attitude  which  he  and  they 
have  taken  up  towards  the  Ministry.  I  re- 
cognise that  they  differ  from  our  views 
just  as  we  honestly  differ  from  those  which 
they  hold.  We  can  fight  fairly,  and  if  we 
ate  members  oi  the  defeated  party  we  shall 
be  able  to  take  our  defeat  like  men.  I 
can  only  say  in  conclusion  that  I 
trust  that  the  Government  during  their 
term  of  oflBce,  whether  it  be  long  or  short — 
and  I  am  not  particularly  concerned  about 
the  duration  of  its  life — will  acquit  them- 
selves in  a  manner  that  will  be  creditable  to 
the  C<nnmonwealth,  and  condudve  to  the 
best  interests  of  its  people. 

Mr,  SPENCE  (Darling).— I  have  lis- 
tened with  some  degree  of  interest  to  the 
statement  of  the  policy  of  the  peculiar  Go- 
vernment that  now  controls  the  destinies  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  not  mwe  pecu- 
liar than  is  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — It  is  the  most  peculiar 
Government  that  has  ever  been  brought  into 
power. 


Mr.  Reid. — There  are  some  i}eculiar 
combinations  in  the  Oppositim. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— We  are  peculiarly  solid. 
We  all  should,  doubtless,  have  liked  to 
hear  the  opinion  of  the  late  Sir  Henry 
Parkes,  who  was  a  high  constitutional 
authority,  on  the  position  of  the  present 
Government.  I  have  some  recollection  of  a 
speech  in  which  he  dealt  with  the  principles 
of  constitutional  government  in  the  sense 
that  the  head  of  a  Government  should  be 
responsible  to  the  King's  adviser,  and  have 
the  right  to  act  as  the  mouthpiece  of  his 
Ministry.  In  that  respect  we  find  that  the 
present  Government  occupy  a  most  extra- 
ordinary position.  It  is  a  double-headed 
Govenraient.  We  have  two  Prime  Minis- 
ters, each  of  them  speaking  according  to 
the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Only  one  Prime 
Minister. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  think  I  shall  be  able 
to  show,  from  statenents  made  by  the  re- 
spective leaders  of  the  coalition,  that  there 
are  two  gentlemen  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment who  are  "equal  in  all  things." 
It  is  known  as  the  "  lUid-McLean  Govern- 
ment," which  means  that  it  has  two  heads. 
I  expected  to  hear  from  the  first  spokes- 
man on  behalf  of  the  Government  some 
declaration  as  to  the  methods 'which  they 
will  adopt  in  proceeding  to  work,  but  no 
such  statement  was  given.  The  Prime  Min- 
ister occupied  much  time  in  dealing  with 
the  one  question  on  which  the  Ministry — 
and  presumably  their  supporters — appear  to 
be  somewhat  solid — the  policy  of  anti- 
labour. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^That  is  not  so. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  Government  pro- 
gramme is  the  most  miserable,  threadbare 
policy  of  which  I  have  ever  heard. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — They  have  none. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  Prime  Minister  is 
said  to  have  referred  to  the  programme  of 
a  certain  Government  as  a  "  crawling  ' '  one, 
but  the  policy  which  he  has  put  forward 
cannot  be  described  even  in  that  way,  ex- 
cept in  the  sense  that  the  cene  dominant  idea 
in  the  minds  of  the  Government  is  to  crawl 
into  recess.  The  Prime  Minister  occupied 
considerable  time  in  dealing  with  the  al- 
leged tactics  of  the  Labour  Party,  and  state- 
ments have  been  made  by  him,  as  well  as  by 
the  other  head  of  the  Government,  that  are 
not  correct.  I  am  somewhat  surprised  that 
these  honorable  members  who  have  occupied 
high  and  important  positions  for  many 
years,  and  who  have  heea  more  or  less  in 
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close  touch  with  the  Labour  Party,  should 
have  made  such  assertions  in  regard  to  the 
methods  of  the  party.    They  have  either 
been  asleep,  so  far  as  the  Labour  Party 
and  its  work  are  concerned,  or  they  have 
designedly  misrepresented  the  true  position 
of  affairs.  I  should  be  sorry  to  say  that  they 
would  wilfully  misrepresent  the  methods  of 
the  party,  but  I  have  no  hesitation  in  as- 
serting that  those  methods  have  been  mis- 
represented, both  inside  and  outside  this 
House,  with  the  deliberate  intention,  if  pos- 
sible, to  discount  the  influence,  and  to  check 
the  growing  power  of  the  great  labour  move- 
ment.   It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  Prime 
Minister  occupied  more  time  in  dealing 
with  the  planks  in  the  Government  platform, 
with  which  they  do  not  propose  to  do  any- 
thing this  session,  than  with  those  on  which 
they  are  solid.    They  may  be  said  to  be 
solid  so  far  as  the  introduction  of  fdie 
Papua  Bill  and  the  Trades  Marks  Bill — 
both  measures  left  over  by  previous  Go- 
vernments— are  concerned  ;  but  there  appears 
to  be  nothing  else  on  which  they  are  united. 
We  are  told  that  Parliament  is  to  go  into 
recess  before  dealing  with  the  High  Com- 
missioner Bill,  and  that  the  members  of  the 
Goverimient  are  to  be  allowed  to  vote  as 
they  please  in  regard  to  the  Manufactures 
Encouragement  Bill.    We  are  not  told  how 
it  will  be  possible  to  secure  the  passing  of 
that  measure,  unless  s(»ne  one  takes  charge 
of  it    Is  it  to  be  left,  with  the  consent  of 
this  double-barrelled  Government,  in  the 
care  of  a  private  member,  or  is  some  mem- 
ber of  the  Ministry  to  have  a  free  hand 
in  introducing  that  contentious  measure? 
Almost  every  question  of  importance  is  in 
the  same  positicn.    We  tried  to  induce  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  to  say  how 
it  was  possible  to  carry  on  business  in  con- 
nexion with  matters  about  which  he  was 
speaking,  such  as  preferential  trade,  but  the 
honorable  gentleman  declined  to  leply.  The 
Prime  Minister  also  declines  to  say  how  it 
is  possible  for  Parliament  to  deal  with  those 
questions,  unless  the  Cabinet  Hias  some  defi- 
nite opinion  upon  them,  and  provides  seme 
method  for  dealing  with  them.    If  the 
members  of  the  present  Administration  have 
any  hope  that  they  will  last,  and  if  they  are 
to  be  the  great  Government  they  are  claim- 
ing to  be,  which  is  going  to  set  up'  the  con- 
stitutional system,  restore  responsible  go- 
vernment, and  give  effect  to  all  the  ideals 
put  before  us  by  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat,  as  a  justification  for 
bringing  about  a  coalition,  they  must  expect 
*-.  Sfence. 


to  retain  a  sufficient  majority  to  enable  them 
to  carry  on  until  the  Imperial  Go\'emmeni 
sends  out  some  proposal  in  connexi<Mi  wiib 
preferential  trade.  But  they  decline  to  tcil 
us  what  they  will  do  when  it  a>mes.  They 
decline  to  say  whether  the  question  will 
be  dealt  with  on  free-trade  or  pro- 
tectionist lines?  What  has  been  dis- 
closed shows  that  the  coalition  oo 
the  other  side  has  be^  formed  for  cer- 
tain (Ejects,  ulterior  to  the  questions  now 
before  the  country ;  and  that  the  principal 
object  has  been  to  put  out  the  Labour  Go- 
vernment and  to  keep  them  out,  because  ihe* 
were  a  Labour  Government,  and  not  because 
of  anything  they  had  done,  or  of  anything 
they  proposed  to  da  The  chief  object  was 
to  take  their  places — in  whose  inte- 
rests I  shall  presently  show.  Apart  from 
that  object,  they  do  not  seem  to  care 
whether  they  *  have  a  programme  n 
not.  They  do  not  propose  to  make  any 
issue  vital  except  that  of  holding  on  to  the 
Treasury  benches.  That  has  been  the  one 
issue  in  their  minds,  and  for  whidi  ther 
have  been  scrambling  in  a  way  whidi,  to 
say  the  least  of  it,  has  been  a  little  bit 
tricky. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  verv  rough. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — I  am  not  as  rough  as 
I  feel  inclined'  to  be,  nor  as  I  think  tfie 
circumstances  warrant ;  but  I  am  not  givei 
to  saying  extremely  strong  or  hard  tlmigs. 
because  I  have  some  sensitiveness  whh  re- 
spect to  people's  feelings.  Considering  the 
general  interests  of  the  community,  I  take 
up  the  position  that  an  unholv  combinati«i 
now  holds  office,  that  it  is  a  menace 
to  the  welfare  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  should  not.  be  peimitted  to  remain 
in  power  a  day  longer  than  we  can 
help.  That  is  a  somewhat  new  position  for 
members  of  the  Labour  Party  to  take  up. 

Mr.  Johnson. — What  about  the  unholy 
combination  on  the  other  side? 

Mr.  SPENCE.—Hitherto  in  the  various 
States  we  have  been  satisfied  that  ^gis- 
lation  of  which  we  approved  should  be 
passed  by  other  parties.  We  have  endea- 
voured to  take  a  hand  in  the  mouldmg  of 
legislation,  that  it  might  be  fair  to  alf 
classes  of  the  community.  We  have  here, 
however,  a  Government  in  power  who  ars 
going^  to  represent  the  minority,  who  are 
organizing  deliSwrately  outside  to  secure  as 
a  power  behind  them  all  the  most  reactiwi- 
ary  influences  that  exist.  It  is  therefore 
not  in  the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth 
that  this  Administration  diould  exist  at  all 
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— that  it  should  be  tolerated  for  even  a  day. 
I  propose  in  a  few  words  to  show  what  has 
led  up  to  the  present  situation,  and  I  desire 
particularly  to  deal  with  the  ^ight  honor- 
able gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment 

Mr.  Henky  Wilus. — The  honorable 
member  now  admits  that  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  East  Sydney  is  the  head  of 
the  Govenunent. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — During  the  last  con- 
test in  New  South  Wales  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  East  Sydney  is  reported 
to  have  made  these  remarks — 

It  ii  my  proud  boast  that  when  I  got  power 
ID  New  South  Wales  I  compelled  the  men  of 
wealth  to  pay  their  share  of  the  taxation  of  the 
couQtry.  There  had  been  some  at  the  head  of 
the  liberal  and  free-trade  parties  for  fifty  years 
who  dirked  thnr  plaio  duty,  bat  the  moment  I 
sot  power  I  used  it  to  take  £800,000  worth  of 
burdens  ofT  the  masses  of  the  people,  and  to  shift 
them  on  to  the  land-owners  and  wealthy  people  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  Johnson. — And  yet  the  Labour 
Party  turned  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man out  of  office. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — In  doing  that,  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  was  helped  by  the 
members  of  the  Labour  Party.  He  has 
quite  recognised  that,  and  has  always 
home  testimony  to  the  fact.  But  what 
does  the  right  honorable  gentleman  who 
made  that  boast  do  now  ?  Does  he  pro- 
pose now  to  relieve  the  masses  of  taxation 
which  he  said  it  was  his  proud  boast  to 
have  d(Hie  in  New  South  Wales?  Now  the 
Ctxnmonwealth  Government  has  charge  of 
taxation,  of  the  raising  of  revenue  for  the 
States,  yet  we  hear  no  word  from  the  light 
honorable  gentleman  about  lifting  any 
burdens  from  the  masses  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Some  honorable 
members  opposite  claim  now  that  more 
should  be  put  on. 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  honorable  member 
supports  those  who  insist  upon  increasing 
the  burdens. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — I  am  aware  that  the 
honorable  members  for  Lang  and  Parra- 
matta  are  very  uncomfortabK,  and  I  do 
not  wonder  at  it,  when  I  find  the  honor- 
able member  for  Lang  sitting  behind  a 
protectionist. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  honorable  member  is 
himself  sitting  behind  one  now. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  was  not  returned  on 
a  6scal  policy.  I  am  carrying  out  my 
pledges  whilst  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
is  not  carrying  out  his  pledges. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  did  my,  best. 


Mr.  SPENCE.— The  right  honorable 
gentleman  said  that  it  was  his  proud  boast 
that  he  was  able  to  take  ;£8oo,ooo  worth 
of  burdens  off  the  masses  of  the  people, 
and  whilst  he  certainly  did  so,  I  wish  to 
know  from  him  whether  the  present  Mini- 
ster of  Trade  and  -Customs  has  agreed  to 
join  him  in  relieving  the  masses  of  the 
people  of  the  burdens  of  customs  taxatioi? 
Has  that  honorable  gentleman  agreed  to 
do  50  by  introducing  the  same  method  of 
taxatiwi  cm  land  values  as  that  adopted  by 
the  Prime  Minister,  or  has  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  East  Sydney  given  up  his 
policy  and  deserted  his  principles  in  that 
respect?  I  desire  to  direct  the  attention 
of  honorable  members  and  of  the  people 
outside  to  the  change  in  the  attitude  of  the 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney. 
In  New  South  Wales  he  was  a  straight- 
out  free-trader,  who  believed  in  an  abso- 
lutely, free  port,  and  in  raising  re\-enue  by 
direct  taxation. 

Mr.  Johnson.— What  does  the  honorable 
member  for  Darling  propose  to  do? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  are  the  hon- 
orable member's  fiscal  opinions  ?  He  has 
been  here  four  years,  and  we  do  not  know 
what  they  are. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta  expects  to  throw  me  off 
the  track  by  his  interjections  he  makes  a 
mistake.  If  the  honorable  member  does 
not  keep  quiet  I  shall  have  a  shot  at  him 
presently. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  do  not  mind  a  bit. 
The  honorable  member's  little  pea-rifle  will 
not  hurt  anybody. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta  knows  that  what  I  am  stat- 
ing is  correct.  He  is  aware  that  the  pre- 
sent Prime  Minister  was  in  New  South 
Wales  a  believer  in  absolute  free-trade, 
apart  from  duties  upon  stimulants  and  nar- 
cotics. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  has  the  honor- 
able member  to  do  with  fiscalism? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  should  like  some  de- 
gree of  attenticm  from  the  honorable  mem- 
ber who,  although  he  has  now  become  a 
chronic  interjector,  sat  very  quiet  while  a 
member  of  the  Reid  Ministry  in  New  South 
Wales.  The  hcmorable  member,  while  in 
that  position,  never  said  a  word  for  five 
years. 

Mr.  Fisher. — ^The  positicxi  in  which  the 
h(HX)rabIe  member  is  now  requires  a  lot  of 
explanation. 
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Mr.  SPENCE.—The  honorable  member 
was  a  member  of  the  Government  who,  in 
New  South  Wales,  took  the  action  to  which 
I  have  referred.  I  am  proposing  to  show 
what  kind  of  a  Government  we  have  now  in 
the  Federal  Parliament,  and  to  show  that 
the  present  Prime  Minister  is  not  a  man 
who  should  be  intrusted  with  the  welfare  of 
the  Commonwealth.  When  he  carried  di- 
rect taxation  in  New  South  Wales,  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  was  a  believer  in  ab- 
solute free-trade,  but  when  he  entered 
Federal  politics,  he  became  from  the  very 
start  associated  with  those  who  in  Victoria 
have  been  recognised  as  the  most  conserva- 
tive body  in  the  politics  of  the  State.  The 
honorable  and  learned  membef  for  Ballarat 
is  aware  that  the  revenue  tariffists  of  Vic- 
toria, the  men  who  used  to  be  called  the 
"  Flinders-lane  crowd,"  were  dead  opposed 
to  land  value  taxation,  or  any  other  form 
of  direct  taxation.  The  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney,  who  did  sudi 
noble  and  creditable  work  in  New  South 
Wales,  has  become  associated  in  Federal 
politics  with  those  who  have  been  notori- 
ously the  class  of  men  who  have  formed  the 
Legislative  Council  of  Victoria,  and  who 
have  consistently  blocked  every  democratic 
measure  that  came  before  them.  In  New 
South  Wales,  the  men  with  whom  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  was  associated,  were 
real  free-traders,  men  of  the  Single  Tax 
League,  and  of  the  school  to  which  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Lang  belongs,  and  I  re- 
cognise that  there  are  democrats  amongst 
them.  I  am  aware,  ixom  the  active  part  I 
have  taken  in  political  life,  that  the 
class  of  men  with  whom  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  has  been  associated  in  Federal 
politics  are  amongst  the  most  ultra-con- 
servative politicians  to  be  found  in  Victoria. 
He  has  been  associated  with  them  in  con- 
nexion with  the  fiscal  faith  he  set  up  as  the 
only  policv  upon  which  the  country  should 
be  run.  From  my  point  of  view,  it  is  but 
natural  that  the  bad  comp.iny  which  he 
has  kept  should  have  led  him  away  from 
the  progressive  and  liberal  faith  disclosed 
bv  his  political  acfion  in  his  State. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  right  honorable 
gentleman  is  on  a  missionary  tour. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — I  shall  be  able  to  show 
from  quotations  from  the  public  prints  what 
his  missionary  tour  is.  I  wish  to  show  the 
peculiar  combination  which  is  now  ranged 
behind  the  right  honorable  gentleman.  In 
speaking  in  Sydney  he  prefaced  one  of  his 
.tddresses  by  sane'  remarks  applied  to  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bal- 


larat, which  I  think  would  be  more  appro- 
priate if  applied  to  himself.  He  i«  re- 
ported by  the  Daily  Telegraph  to  ha^e 
said — 

Mr.  Deakia,  who  was  all  things  one  time  or 
another,  and  nothing  very  long,  excci)t  an  elo- 
quent and  courteous  gentleman,  bftd  given  thea 
a  few  ingenious  catch.cries  with  which  it  would 

be  interesting  to  deal. 

Mr.  Thomas.— Who  said  that? 

Mr.  SPENCE.—The  present  Prime 
Minister.  That  shows  the  kind  of  friendly 
feeling  there  was  between  the  two  bonor- 

able  gentlemen.  The  reference  to  being  all 
things  at  one  time  and  another  ia,  in  my 
opinicm,  much  more  applicable  to  the  Prim* 
Klinister  than  to  the  h(»iorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — From  what  ia  the 

honorable  member  quoting? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— From  the  official  organ 
of  the  right  honorable  gentlMnan*s  party — 
the  Daily  Telegraph  of  3rd  September, 
1903 — during  the  recent  electoral  contest- 
Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Will  the  hmorable 
member  vouch  for  the  'accuracy  of  the 
report  ? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  vouch  for  the  fact 
that  the  report  appeared  in  the  Sydney 
Daily  Telegraph,  but  I  never  vouch  f(W 
the  accuracy  of  anjthing  that  is  published 
in  the  press.  I  shall  not  deal  very 
lengthily  with  the  changes  of  opiniOTi, 
and  the  varioia  arguments  which  have 
been  expressed  in  regard  to  fiscal 
peace,  but  I  think  that  it  is  im- 
portant to  know  what  sort  of  Govern- 
ment we  have  in  power.  Before  we  sup- 
port the  Government,  we  should  be  satis- 
fied that  we  can  place  faith  in  threm. 
Now,  the  Sydney  Daily  Telegraph  re- 
ports the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney  as  saying,  prior  to  the  elections — 

Regarding  the  question  of  fiscal  peace  and 
free-trade,  the  protectionists  had  all  the  fight 
taken  out  of  them.  He  had  challenged  Mr. 
Deakin  and  his  colleagues  to  fight  the  battle  of 
free-trade  and  protection  to  a  finish,  and,  al- 
though they  had  accepted  hti  challenge,  tfa«T 
now  came  along  with  the  flag  of  fiscal  peace. 
Well,  they  would  get  no  fiscal  peace  from  kim 
until  he  pulled  them  out. 

Can  honorable  members  recollect  any  oc- 
casion when  the  right  honorable  gmtleman 
tested  the  question  in  this  chamber,  and 
tried  to  find  out  how  many  others  held  his 
views?  Af^  a  matter  of  ^act,  he  has  left 
the  question  untested.   Then  the  honoraUe 
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and  learned  member  for  Ballarat,  speak- 
ing of  ttfe  present  Prime  Ministeri  was  re- 
ported to  have  said — 

He  has  played  round  the  question  of  contract 
labour  ana  employment  of  white  seamen  upon 
mail  boats,  but  has  formulated  no  distinct  policy 
io  these  regards.  Of  course,  foreign  traders 
figlht  for  foreign  ships  as  well  as  the  goods  they 
bring.  The  Government  prefers  a  preference  to 
British  ships.  Foreign  traders  would  leave  our 
coasting  trade  open  to  all  commerce  without 
conditims.  The  Government  aim  at  protection  of 
Australian  seamen ;  but  on  none  of  these  points 
does  the  Opposition  challenge  us. 

The  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney,  in  every  spefech  on  the  subject  that 
I  remember  to  have  read,  has  raised  great 
objdcticm  to  the  provisicxu  of  our  laws 
which  pn^bit  the  immigration  of  labour 
under  contract  and  the  employment  of 
coloured  labour  oa  mail  boats,  as  well  as 
to  fiscal  peace  and  preferential  trade 
unless  it  meant  a  lowering  of  the  fiscal 
barriers  in  favour  of  England,  even  if 
they  were  left  up  against  the  foreigner  j  but 
his  keynote  has  always  been  the  treatment 
meted  out  to  the  six  hatters.  I  am  there- 
fore astonished  that,  now  that  he  has  had 
an  opportunity  to  present  a  policy  to  this 
Parliament,  he  has  not  asserted  his  inten- 
ticm  to  alter  the  law  which  affected  them. 
If  the  matter  was  so  important  as  to  war- 
rant the  fighting  of  an  electitm  upon  it, 
surely  it  might  be  expected  to  appear  in  the 
Govertmient  programme.  The  right  honor- 
able member,  however,  said  not  a  word 
about  it.  Then  I  should  like  to  know  how 
the  honorable  member  for  Eden-Monaro 
squares  his  present  position  with  the  follow- 
ing statement  to  the  electors  of  Surrey 
Hills:— 

When  they  talked  about  free-trade,  and  the  so- 
called  glorious  change  that  would  be  wrought 
by  putting  Mr.  Reid  into  power,  they  must  have 
sufficient  common  sense  to  look  at  Mr.  Reid's 
political  past.  The  elector  who  did  not  support 
the  present  Government  was  simply  working 
against  Australia,  and  proposed  to  send  all  the 
money  to  the  foreigner. 

I  wish  to  know  if  the  honorable  member  has 
lost  his  commoi  sense.  Surely  he  should 
follow  his  own  advice,  and  not  support  in 
power  a  dangerous  man  who  will  send  all 
the  money  to  the  foreigner.  No  doubt  he 
at  the  time  believed  what  he  said,  and  I 
should  like  to  know  what  has  influenced  him 
to  change  his  position.  These  are  the  sur- 
prises, the  unique  circumstances  of  the  pre- 
sent state  of  affairs,  and  I  should  like  to 
know  how  government  is  to  be  carried  on 
under  them.  The  combination  which  has 
been  brought  about  has  been  arrived  at  in 
a  somewhat  peculiar  way.     Both  the  origi- 


nal parties— that  led  by  the  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney,  and  that  lead  by 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bal- 
larat— were  holding  secret  meetings  and  at- 
tending caucuses  day  after  day.  Then 
we  saw  some  proposals  put  into'black  and 
white.  Very  nice  complimentary  letters 
passed  from  one  party  to  another,  and  we 
were  given  to  understand  that  the  party  led 
by  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Ballarat  declined  to  join  a  coalition  unless 
their  leader  was  made  leader  of  the  coali- 
tion. The  moment  this  Parliament  met, 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bal- 
larat stated  that  one  of  his  aims  was  to 
bring  about  a  union  of  parties,  so  that  there 
would  be  onlyt  two  parties  in  the  House. 
To  carry  that  out,  the  secret  meetings  to 
which  I  have  referred,  were  held.  I  do  not 
know  that  thev  took  place  in  the  vaults.  I 
have  been  loid  that  they  were  held  in  one  of 
the  suburbs.  At  any  rate,  we  read  interest- 
ing stories  about  the  honorable  member  for 
Macquarie  taking  out  children  for  a  walk 
to  mislead  the  general  public,  and  even  the 
kind  of  hat  in  which  the  right  honorabl* 
member  for  Balaclava  was  going  away  was 
mentioned.  Other  statements  were  made 
which  were  calculated  to  bring  both  parties 
into  ridicule.  Then,  notwithstanding  the 
manner  in  which  honorable  members  oppo- 
site have  denounced  the  caucus  as  a  wicked 
thing,  both  parties  sat  in  caucus  dailv.  I 
would  like  to  be  informed  bv  the  supporters 
of  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Ballarat  how  the  decision  of  their  caucus, 
that  there  should  be  no  coalition  with  the 
Reid  partv,  .stands  now. 

Mr.  Johnson.— Why  not  tell  us  about 
the  negotiations  of  parties  opposite? 

Mr.  SPENCE— We  have  no  negotia- 
tions. We  are  not  a  secret  party.  All  that 
we  do  is  done  openly ,  and  we  are  not 
ashamed  of  it.  It  is  those  who  are  asso- 
ciated with  underground  engineering  who 
measure  others'  corn  with  their  own  bushel. 
We  are  now  told  that  those  who  have  broken 
away  from  the  resolution  of  their  caucus 
not  to  support  the  Reid  party  are  the  only 
true  protectionists,  and  that  the  others  are 
secessionists.  That  is  a  most  extraordin- 
ary statement.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
protectionists  who  have  remained  loyal  to 
their  fiscal  faith  are  those  who  sit  on  this 
side  of  the  Chamber,  not  those  who  have 
been  swallowed  up  by  the  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney. 

Mr.  McDonald.— That  is  Socialism.  The 
Government  have  half,  and  we  have  the 
other  half. 
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Mr-  SPENCE.— I  shall  show  presently 
what  kind  of  Socialism  it  is  that  honorable 
members  opposite  are  supporting.  They  are 
going  in  for  minority  rule  red  hot. 

Mr.  McLean. — The  late  Government 
left  ofike  as  a  protest  against  majority 
rule. 

Mr.  SPENXE.— There  is  no  truth  in  that 
statement.  They  set  an  example  which 
other  Governments  would  do  well  to  fol- 
low, but  which  this  Government  does 
not  seem  likely  to  follow.  They 
walked  out  of  office  rather  than 
abandon  their  principles,  and  they  did  not 
crawl  into  office,  or  take  advantage  of  a  side 
wind.  I  should  like  to  see  how  the  follow- 
ing paragraph  from  the  election  speech  of 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bal- 
larat  fits  in  with  the  present  position  : — 

A  White  Australia  goes  further  than  the  pre- 
servation  of  the  complexion  of  the  people  whose 
homes  are  here.  It  means  the  multiplying  of 
those  homes,  so  that  we  shall  be  strong  enough  to 
use  and  defend  the  whole  of  this  Commonwealth. 
It  means  the  maintenance  of  conditions  of  life 
fit  for  a  white  man  and  a  white  woman.  It  means 
equal  laws  and  equal  opportunities  for  all,  and  pro- 
tection against  the  under-paid  labour  of  other  lands. 
It  means  social  justice,  so  far  as  we  can  estab- 
lish it,  and  the  payment  of  fair  wages.  A  White 
Australia  means  a  civiliiation  whose  foundations 
arc  built  in  healthy  lives,  lived  in  honest  toil, 
under  circumstances  that  do  not  imply  degrada- 
tion. A  White  Australia  means  protection.  We 
protect  ourselves  from  armed  aggression.  Why 
not  protect  ourselves  from  aggression  by  com- 
mercial means?  (Cheers.)  We  protect  ourselves 
against  undesirable  aliens ;  why  not  protect  our- 
selves against  the  productions  of  the  undesirable 
aliens'  labour?  (Loud  cheers.)  Unless  a  White 
Australia  is  to  have  more  than  a  surface  com- 
plexion, it  must  represent  a  policy  which  goes 
down  to  the  roots  of  the  national  life  from  which 
the  whole  of  our  social  system  and  political  or- 
ganization mtist  spring. 

We  know  how  strongly  the  honorable  and 
learned  member,  and  his  predecess(»  Sn  the 
office  of  Prime  Minister,  were  in  favour  of 
a  white  Australia,  and  we  know,  further, 
that  the  first  Parliament  of  the  Common- 
wealth was  almost  unanimous  on  the  subject. 
We  have  had  from  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat  a  definition  of 
the  meaning  of  a  White  Australia  policy,  and 
now  we  find  that  honorable  and  learned 
member  allying  himself  with  the  Prime 
Minister,  who  has  denounced  the  White 
Australia  policy,  and  the  measure  passed 
into  law  to  give  effect  to  it.  We  may  now 
pertinently  ask  whether  the  Prime  Minister 
will  remain  true  to  his  election  pledges, 
and  endeavour  by  means  of  his  administra- 


tion to  defeat  the  object  of  the  Immigiz- 
ticxi  Restriction  Act.  Is  contract  labour  b 
be  admitted? 

Mr.  McLean. — The  administration  wll 
be  in  accordance  wifh  the  law. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  Minister  awst 
know  very  well  that  the  question  of  adher- 
ing to  the  law  is  very  much  a  matter  of 
opinion.  When  the  Immigraticxi  Restnc- 
tion  Bill  was  before  us,  it  was  pmoted 
out  that  the  question  whether  it  would 
prove  effective  or  otherwise  would  ym 
largely  depend  upon  the  administratim,  be- 
cause so  much  reliance  would  have  to  be 
placed  in  the  discretion  of  the  MinistH 
and  the  officers  under  him.  Furthennort 
we  have  had  evidence  that  the  object  of  the 
Act  has  been  defeated  to  a  large  extent  m 
Western  Australia,  because  officers  who  were 
imfavourable  to  the  law  had  winked  at  the 
admission  of  Chinese. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  never  heard  of 
that  before. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— It  has  been  admitted, 
and  certain  officers  have  been  removed  in 
consequence. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  is  true  t?iat 
cers  have  been  removed,  but  the  reastms  foe 
their  removal  have  not  been  published  ih 
submitted  to  this  House. 

Mr.  Mahon. — The  removals  took  place 
whilst  the  right  honorable  gentleman  wu 
in  office. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  am  not  making 
charges  against  the  officials  generally  in 
connexion  with  the  administration  of  the 
Act,  but  it  is  admitted  that  the  e£Fecti(-eness 
of  the  law  depends  very  largely  upon  the 
wise  exercise  of  their  discretion.  I  have  no 
faith  in  the  present  Government  as  ad- 
ministrators of  such  a  law.  Ilbe  Prime 
Minister  has  turned  somersaults  upon 
nearly  every  subject  upon  which  he  has  *• 
dared  himself,  and  he  may  perform  a 
similar  acrobatic  feat  in  this  matter. 
I  complain,  however,  that  he  has  nm  sulfi- 
(ilently  taken  t^le  House  into  his  confidence 
as  to  his  intentions  with  regard  to  liie  ad- 
ministration of  the  Immigration  Restriction 
Act.  He  has  given  us  practically  no  in- 
formation, but  has  contented  himself  with 
abusing  and  misrepresenting  the  Lalwtir 
Party,  and  I  think  that  I  am  fully  justified 
in  entertaining  suspicions  as  to  his  inten- 
tions. The  Government  have  no  police,  ex- 
cept that  of  clinging  to  office.  I  leave  it 
to  honorable  members  now  sitting  on  the 
Government  benches,  who  believe  in 
the    earnestness    and    sincerity   of  (be 
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honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bal- 
larat,  to  explain  how  it  is  that 
they  are  supporting  the  Governmoit,  led  by 
a  declared  opponent  of  the  White  Australia 
polic}'. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thouson. — The  honorable 
member  forgets  that  the  Government  whicli 
he  supported  proposed  to  alter  the  white 
mail  service. 

Mr.  Mahon. — In  what  way? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — In  regard  to 
the  land  service. 

Mt.  Mahon. — That  is  a  mare's  nest. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  know  nothing  of  any 
departure  from  the  White  Australia  policy 
on  the  part  of  the  late  Govenunent.  Since 
the  last  election,  the  Prime  Minister  has 
been  very  active.  He  was  never  noted  for 
his  constant  attendance  at  Parliament ;  but 
he  has  been  prompted  to  give  very  close  at- 
tention to  public  business  by  his  ambition 
to  secure  the  position  of  Prime  Minister  of 
the  Commonwealth.  He  has  been  active  out- 
side the  House,  as  well  as  here,  and  has 
apparently  been  paving  the  way  for  the 
situation  which  he  has  at  last  succeeded  in 
bringing  about.  When  he  addressed  a  meet- 
ing of  farmers  at  Kyneton  recently,  he 
said- — 

If  they  asked  him  what  was  the  thing  upon 
which  the  Labour  Party  was  to  be  most  heartily 
congratulated,  he  would  say  it  was  that  the 
members  of  that  party,  though  they  came  from 
every  State  in  the  Commonwealth,  found  some 
bond  of  union  strong  enough  to  enable  them  to 
sink  all  their  State  and  provincial  jealousies  and 
hatred,  and  to  work  together  upon  a  broad  basis 
of  Anstraliatt  biotberhoad. 
It  would  appear  from  this  that  the  Labour 
Party  was  one  which  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  might  very  well  support,  unless 
there  was  something  very  wrcxig  with  their 
policy.    He  said  further — 

He  had  never  denounced  the  labour  leagues. 
He  cherished  esteem  for  members  of  any  organi- 
zation which  endeavoured  to  advance  the  intel- 
lectual and  political  welfare  of  the  country  in 
which  they  lived.  The  great  latx)ur  agitation 
had  its  root  in  a  sound  cause.  It  aimed  at  bring- 
ing about  a  political  ideal  in  which  the  manhood 
and  womanhood  of  the  land  would  have  equal 
power ;  but  the  time  had  come  when  it  devolved 
upon  him  to  stand  right  across  the  path  of  the 
Labour  Party. 

At  a  later  stage  he  also  said — 

The  Labour  Party  was  a  selfish,  formidable 
organization,  which  strove  to  terrorize  the  workers 
of  Australia  into  their  ranks  or  drive  them  into 
the  gutter. 

In  the  first  part  of  his  si}eech  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  made  the  most  kindly  re- 
ferences to  the  Labour  Party,  but  he  ended 
by  denouncing  them.    He  stated  what  was 


absolutely  untrue  with  regard  to  the  aims 
and  objects  of  the  party.  He  advanced 
no  arguments  in  support  of  his  as- 
sertions, and  has  said  nothing  whatever  to 
justify  his  statements  that  the  party 
was  a  "  selfish,  formidable  organization 
which  strove  to  terrorize  the  workers  of  Aus- 
tralia into  their  ranks,  or  drive  them  into 
the  gutter. ' '  No  greater  slander  could  have 
been  uttered.  The  statement  has  no  founda- 
tion in  fact.  If  the  Labour  Party  had  any 
such  aim  as  that  which  he  has  indicated, 
it  should  not  have  been  spoken  of  in  the 
terms  used  by  the  right  honorable  member 
at  an  earlier  stage  of  his  address.  I  do 
not  propose  to  deal  with  the  methods 
adopted  to  bring  about  the  defeat  of  the 
Watson  Government.  I  entertain  very  strong 
feelings  with  regard,  not  to  the  defeat  of 
the  Government,  but  to  the  way  in  which  a 
measure  of  vast  importance,  involving  very 
large  interests,  including  those  of  the  most 
valuable  industry  in  the  Commonwealth, 
has  been  sacrificed  in  order  to  gratify  the 
ambition  of  those  who  wanted  office.  His- 
tory tells  us  that  the  great  Napoleon,  as  he 
was  called,  in  order  to  gratify  his  ambi- 
tion, sacrificed  the  lives  of  2,000,000  per- 
sons who  hadi  no  interest  in  his  quarrels.  So 
in  the  present  case  the  interests  of  a  very 
large  and  important  section  of  the  commu- 
nity were  sacrificed  in  order  to  gratify  the 
ambition  of  the  Prime  Minister.  If  the 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill  had  first 
been  launched  on  its  way  I  should  not  have 
had  any  grave  cause  for  complaint ;  but  the 
course  adopted  by  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  and  his  supporters  was  such  as 
to  indicate  that  they  had  no  regard  what- 
ever for  the  interests  of  the  masses.  They 
were  actuated  to  a  far  greater  extent  by 
consideration  for  the  classes  who  are  be- 
hind them.  After  the  defeat  of  the  late 
Government  some  statements  were  made  by 
different  party  leaders,  and  I  desire  to  call 
special  attention  to  some  remarks  which  fell 
from  the  Prime  Minister.   He  said — 

I  think  this  division  marks  a  line  of  cleavage 

which  will  dominate  the  politics  of  the  imme- 
diate future.  The  crisis  which  brought  into  line 
men  like  Mr.  Dcakin  and  myself  pomts  to  some 
great  national  emergency.  Zt  cannot  be  said 
that  this  is  one  of  those  old  time  combinations 
in  order  to  secure  the  distinctions  of  office.  It 
is  notorious!  that  Mr.  Deakin^s  one  anxiety 
throughout  the  present  crisis  has  been  to  avoid 
office.  I  think  the  public  of  Australia  will  give 
us  credit  for  having  in  our  minds  some  higher 
purpose. 

The  system  of  government  under  which  we 
live  has  been  outraged  by  this  new  form  of 
caucus  Cabinet  and  caucus  Executive.    Then  we 
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have  the  network  which  surrounds  the  present 
Govemmeat  in  relation  to  despotic  outside  bodies, 
which  are  the  masters  of  the  Ministries,  and  all 
the  time  hold  their  political  destinies  in  the 
hollow  of  their  hands.  All  this  has  come  to  an 
end. 

Then,  again,  the  honorable  member  for 
Gippsland,  speaking  in  reference  to  the 
caucus  machine,  said — ■ 

They  were  told  that  all  parties  had  caucus 
meetings.  He  well  knew  that  all  parties  went 
into  caucus  for  the  election  of  a  Speaker  or 
Chairman  of  Committees,  but  they  never  heard 
of  other  parties  going  into  caucus  to  compel  a 
minority  to  change  their  views  and  support  the 
views  of  the  majority.  That  process,  in  his 
opinion,  was  destructive  of  the  wholesome  prin- 
ciple of  government  by  majority.  The  Labour 
Party  numbered  twenty-five  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.  Suppose  on  an  important  ques- 
tion, thirteen  held  one  view  and  twelve  another 
view.  They  went  into  caucus ;  the  twelve  men 
mi^ht  fight  hard  for  their  views  and  try  to  induce 
their  comrades  to  accept  diem.  If  they  were 
finally  outvoted,  they  would  have  to  come  out 
of  the  caucus  meeting  a  solid  vote,  and  be  pre- 
pared to  vote  against  their  own  convictions. 
Twelve  votes  taken  from  one  side  and  put  on 
the  other  meant  twenty-four  votes  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  out  of  a  total  of  seventy- 
five. 

That  statement  was  cheered.  I  do  not  say 
that  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs 
would  wilfully  make  an  incorrect  statement 
in  regard  to  the  Labour  Party,  and  the  fact 
that,  unlike  the  Prime  Minister,  he  has  not 
been  in  close  touch  with  the  party  and  its 
methods,  is  some  excuse  for  the  mistake  that 
he  made  in  the  speech  which  I  have  just 
quoted.  No  such  practice  is  adopted  as 
that  to  which  he  referred.  We  do  not  com- 
pel members  of  the  party  to  change  their 
views  in  caucus.  The  only  questions  that 
are  discussed  by  tlie  caucus  are  those  dealt 
with  in  our  platform,  and  even  those  are 
discussed  only  in  relation  to  any  Bill  that  is 
introduced,  the  desire  being  to  see  whether 
that  Bill  is  designed  to  give  effect  to  the 
principles  which  we  favour.  The  reference 
made  by  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs 
to  machine  politics,  is  entirely  incorrect. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — But  the  Labour  Party  can 
change  their  platform  by  conference? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Misrepresentations  of 
this  kind  are  undoubtedly  made  with  some 
ulterior  object  in  view.  The  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs  probably  did  not  laiow 
better  

Mr.  Hutchison. — He  repeated  the 
same  statements  after  he  had  be^n  put  right 
in  this  House. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  same  remark  ap- 
plies to  that  section  of  the  press  which  is 
opposed  to  the  Labour  Party.  If  I  mistake 
not,  the  copy  of  the  pledge  from  which  the 


Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  quoted,  was 
taken  from  the  Argus.  That  newspaper, 
in  setting"  the  pledge  before  the  people,  de- 
liberately caused  an  alteration  to  be  rroAt 
in  regard  to  one  word,  so  that  it  would  ap- 
pear that  we  met  in  caucus  to  deal  witli 
every  questicai.  The  position  is  entirely 
different.  Our  platform  for  the  last  elec- 
tion provided  for  the  maintenarH£  of  a 
White  Australia,  compulsory  arlntration, 
old-age  pensions,  the  nati<HializatioQ  of 
monopolies,  a  citizen  defence  force,  the  re- 
striction of  public  borrowing,  and  naWgatiai 
laws.  The  caucus  can  deal  only  with  those 
questions,  and  I  repeat  that  the  Argu%  de- 
liberately misled  its  readers.  The  Minister 
of  Trade  and  Customs  was  probably  misled 
in  this  way,  and  he  will  find  that  the  caucus 
deals  only  with  questions  relating  to  the 
platform  of  the  party. 

Mr.  McLean. — That  was  stated  in  the 
pledge  which  I  read. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Then,  how  does  tbe 
honorable  gentleman  justify  the  statement 
which  he  made?  We  have  constantly  to 
fight  against  misrepresentation  of  this  kind 
from  quarters  whoice  it  ought  not  to  ccNiie 
Whatever  difference  of  opmion  there  may 
be  between  honorable  members,  that  differ- 
ence should  be  honestly  based  on  facts,  and 
when  a  distinct  statement  is  made, 
and  is  just  as  distinctly  denied,  it 
should  not  be  repeated.  If  the  ^{inister 
of  Trade  and  Customs  knew  that  the 
labour  pledge  was  that  which  I  have 
mentioned,  he  certainly  misled  the  public  bv 
inferring  that  the  Labour  Party  was  bound, 
in  regard  to  all  matters,  by  the  caucus. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  meet  every  week 
and  transact  business.  It  is  because  we  are 
an  active,  militant  party  that  other  sections 
view  us  with  a  jealous  eye.  We  transact  a 
great  deal  of  business,  but  a  reference  to 
records  of  divisions  taken  in  this  House  will 
show  that  on  questions  of  detail  the  mem- 
bers of  the  party  are  frequently  at  vari- 
ance. Our  opponents  do  not  seek  to  enlighten 
themselves  by  reference  to  such  facts ; 
they  wish  to  craitinue  to  misrepresent  our 
position.  I  can  find  no  excuse  for  tfie  misre- 
presentation of  which  the  Prime  Minister 
has  been  guilty,  for  he  had  the  support  of 
the  State  Labour  Party  of  New  South 
Wales  for  a  period  of  five  years.  If 
after  so  intimate  an  acquaintance  with  tbe 
methods  of  the  party  as  that  support  must 
have  afforded  him,  he  does  not  know  what 
are  the  true  facts  in  regard  to  the  caucus, 
he  certainly  is  not  fit  to  hold  office  as  Prime 
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Minister  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  cau- 
cus of  the  Labour  Party  did  not  interfere 
in  any  way  witfi  the  late  Government.  I 
can  support  the  statements  made  by  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  that  no  attempt 
was  made  by  the  caucus  to  interfere  with  his 
Ministn,-,  and  that  it  had  no  hand  in  the 
framing  of  its  policy.  The  Prime  Minister 
appeared  very  anxious  a  little  time  ago  to 
know  what  was  transacted  at  the  labour 
caucus,  but  now  that  I  am  prepared  to 
enlighten  him,  I  find  that  he  is  not  in  the 
chamber. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  Labour  Party, 
from  first  to  last,  supported  the  late  Minis- 
try. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — That  was  because  the 
Government  did  not  go  beyond  our  plat- 
form. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — ^Let  me  refer  to  one 
incident  which  wilt  show  that  the  Labour 
Partv,  as  a  whole,  was  careful  not  to  in- 
terfere in  any  way  with  the  late  Govern- 
ment. During  the  life  of  the  Barton  Ad- 
ministrr.tion  the  Conciliation  and  Arbitra- 
tion Bill  was  referred  to  a  sub-committee  of 
the  Labour  Party,  in  order  that  it  might 
be  considered  clause  by  clause,  the  desire 
being  that  it  should  be  as  perfect  as  pos- 
sible. That  work  was  carried  out,  and  the 
sub-committee,  in  its  report,  which  was 
adopted  by  the  caucus,  suggested  certain 
slight  alterations.  One  iibptnlant  prin- 
ciple— that  relating  to  the  appointment  of 
permanent  Judges,  in  addition  to  the 
Justices  of  the  High  Court — was  discussed, 
and  sMne  members  of  the  partv  held  very 
decided  views  upon  it.  The  caucus 
adopted  the  recommendation  of  the  sub- 
committee, that  that  portion  of  the  Bill 
which  dealt  with  the  matter  should  be 
allowed  to  pass  as  it  stood ;  but  when  the 
Labour  Government  came  into  power,  it 
was  found  that  its  members  held  a  diiTerent 
opinion.  Without  consulting  the  party, 
the  Cabinet  made  an  amendment,  provid- 
ing for  assessors  to  be  appointed  in  respect 
of  each  dispute  that  came  before  the  Court. 
That  action  was  taken  contrary  to  the  de- 
cision of  the  labour  caucus,  and  yet  no 
exception  was  taken  to  it  by  the  party. 
Honorable  members  opposite  praise  the 
work  performed  by  the  late  Government. 
They  say  that  each  Minister  left  an  abso- 
lutely clean  sheet  behind  him  in  his  De- 
partment, and  that  no  fault  can  be  found 
with  their  administrati<Hi.  Nothing  can 
be  said  against  their  polic}-,  or  in  opposi- 
tvxi  to  the  planks  on  which  the  rnembers 
of  the  Labour  Party  generally  were  elected. 


We  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  what 
some  labour  newspapers  may  advocate,  or 
with  that  which  Mr.  Tom  Mann  may  say. 
The  present  Government  has  snatched  a  tem- 
porary victory,  and  taken  advantage  of  a 
Ministry  which  had  the  courage  to  stand 
by  a  principle  in  which  it  believed.  The 
present  Gorartunent  find  themselves  in 
office,  not  because  of  any  fault  that  could 
be  discovered  against  the  Administration 
which  they  displaced.  They  are  unable 
to  denounce  the  Labour  Party  because  of 
anything  which  it  has  done,  or  proposes  to 
do,  but  they  set  up  a  bogey,  and  appeal  to 
the  country  by  means  of  misrepresentation 
and  slander.  A  Government  which  has  at 
its  head  a  right  honorable  gentleman  who 
is  capable  of  such  tactics,  is  unworthy  of 
the  confidence  of  the  Parliament  I  have 
to  make  another  quotation  from  a  speech 
made  by  the  Prime  Minister,  in  which  he 
said — 

It  is  not  for  us  to  dictate  to  the  electors  of 
Austiatift  what  the  issues  of  an  electioa,  on  per- 
haps a  distant  date,  should  be.  That  is  a  matter 
entirely  within  their  own  province ;  but  I  feel 
bound  to  say  that  the  war  with  the  Labour  Party 
upon  which  we  have  entered  to-night  would  lead 
to  absolute  disaster,  to  utter  failure,  if  we  were 
to  begin  by  a  division  upon  fiscal  matters  in  this 
great  fight  before  the  people  of  Australia.  The 
evils  of  split  voting  have  been  painfully  in  evi- 
dence in  the  Victorian  and  New  South  Wales 
State  elections.  We  must  not  give  a  triumph  to 
our  opponents  by  divisions  amongst  ourselves. 

I  look  upon  the  vote  of  to-night  as  one  which 
must  be  followed  up  by  determined  organization, 
not  only  within  the  walls  of  Pailiament,  but 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  Australian  States. 
We  must  strive  to  emulate,  if  not  the  cast-iron 
and  despotic  methods  of  the  Labour  Party,  their 
personal  unselfishness  and  unflagging  zeal.  It 
is  the  absence  of  these  characteristics,  one  or  the 
other,  which  has  brought  upon  Australia  all  the 
miseries  of  minority  Government  and  minority 
rule.  We  must  endeavour  to  adjust  the  difficulties 
of  the  great  fight  which  is  bound  to  come,  so 
that  the  voice  of  the  great  majority  of  the  people 
will  be  heard,  and  can  be  translated  into  the 
proper  exercise  of  the  powers  of  Government 
and  of  the  Legislature. 

The  point  I  wish  to  emphasize  very 
strongly  is  that  when  proposals  for  a  coa- 
lition were  first  submitted,  a  time  limit 
was  fixed  to  the  life  of  that  coalition.  In 
speaking  at  a  ccmference  of  farmers  held 
recently  at  Kyneton,  the  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney  said  that  each 
party  was  to  keep  its  powder  dry,  and  that, 
although  they  were  going  to  reduce  the 
three  parties  in  the  Parliament  to  two,  and 
to  abolish  minority  rule — he  did  not  ex- 
plain how  that  was  to  be  carried  Out — 
each  party  to  the  coalition  was  to  main- 
tain its  separate  organization  until  the  next 
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election.  Honorable  members  will  see 
from  a  later  statement  made  by  the  Prime 
Minister  that  his  present  intention  is  that 
the  coalition  shall  be  a  permanent  one,  and 
that  the  anti-Labour  plank  is  to  occupy  a 
permanent  place  in  its  platform.  The  de- 
sire is  to  keep  the  Labour  Party  out  of 
power.  The  original  proposals  made  for 
coaliticm  between  the  followers  ot  the  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney  and  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Balla- 
rat  failed  only  because  some  of  the  follow- 
ers of  the  last-named  honorable  member 
declined  to  accept  them.  Those  proposals 
have  gone  by  the  board ;  and  certain  honor- 
able members  of  the  Protectionist  Party, 
having  been  trapped  into  following  the 
leadership  of  the  right  honorable  member 
for  East  Sydney,  are  to  continue  to  per- 
manently occupy  that  position.  1  am 
pleased  that  the  House  is  now  divided  into 
two  parties.  We  have  at  last  the  Conser- 
vatives on  the  raie  side — ^unfortunately  they 
are  in  power — and  the  Democrats  on  the 
other. 

Mr.  McCay.— The  only  point  is  that  the 
honorable  member  makes  a  mistake  as  to 
the  sides  on  which  the  two  parties  are 
ranged. 

Mr.  S PENCE.  —  We  have  a  Govern- 
ment "by  the  grace  of  Watson."  I  hope 
that  the  Ministry  will  have  such  a  heading 
printed  on  their  note-paper.  I  have  to 
make  another  quotation  which,  I  think,  is 
rather  important  as  showing  the  position 
taken  up  by  the  Prime  Minister,  who  ap- 
parently, admits  that  an  apology  is  neres- 
sary  for  his  coming  into  office.  The  speech 
made  by  him  yesterday  certainly  seemed  to 
me  to  be  very  much  in  the  nature  of  an 
apology.  Without  oxisulting  the  other 
head  of  the  Government,  the  Prune  Minis- 
ter issued  three  manifestoes,  and  thought 
that  it  would  be  quite  sufficient  to  deal  with 
Western  Australia  and  Tasmania  in  a  post- 
script. What  has  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Swan  done  that  the  great  country 
fr<Mn  which  he  comes  should  be  dealt  with 
in  that  way?  I  certainly  do  not  think 
that  two  States  should  be  dealt  with  in  a 
mae  postscript  to  a  Ministerial  manifesto. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  postscript  is  the  best 
part  of  a  love  letter. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — It  is  considered  the 
best  part  of  a  lady '  s  letter,  and  it 
generally  has  reference  to  something  that 
has  been  forgotten.  The  Prime  Minister 
was  so  absorbeS  in  welding  together  the 
two  great  States  of  Victoria  and  New  South 


Wales  that  he  altogether  forgot  there  w< 
other  States  in  the  Commonwealth.  Tl 
postscript  was  written  when  he  remembei 
that  there  was  the  State  of  Western  Aj 
tralia  and  the  little  island  State  of  Ti 
mania.  I  propose  now  to  quote  somethi 
which  the  right  honorable  gentleman  a: 
in  his  official  manifesto,  which  was 
first  utterance  to  the  public,  and  his  apok 
for  being  the  leader  of  the  Commonwca 
Covenunent.    He  says — 

Under  the  guise  of  a  aoble  desire  for  "  :d<' 
trial  peace,"  we  are  beginning    to  suspect 
existence  of  a  gigantic  conspiring  agaia>t 
freedom  of  the  general  worker,  and  an  oig:i::i| 
desire  to  make  the  trades  unions,  inst«a'l  d 
body  of  artisans  concerning  themselves,  i| 
used  to  do,  with  their  own  industrial  icirrt 
a  series  of  political  agencies,   forcing  nif-n 
join  their  ranks,  or  forcing  an  Australia  O 
of  Justice,  known  as  a  "  Conciliatitm  and  A 
tration  Court,"  to  place  a  barrier  betweirn 
non-unionist  and  his  means  of  subsistence, 
trades  unions,  the  political  labour  leagues, 
central  executives,  the  '*  labour "  iaeiLbe:s 
Parliament,  the  "  labour  "  caucus  m  Parli^m 
and  the  Judge  of  the  Arbitration  Court— tJ 
are  the  intended  instruments  of  a  dangerous 
selfish  movement,  which  seeks  to  assert  po!:i 
domination  in  order  to  trample  under  f Qct, 
only  political  equality,  but  far  mare~— the  In 
trial  equalities  and  opportunities  of  the  wui! 
classes  of  Australia. 

There  is  again  a  statement  without  \ 
foundation.  I  challenge  the  right  bcri 
able  gentleman  to  give  any  evidence  t] 
it  is  true.  The  whole  of  his  statements  | 
mere  assertions.  I  challenge  the  honor^ 
member  for  Gippsland  to  give  one  insti 
in  support  of  his  contention.  Membera; 
the  present  Goveinment  make  statem^ 
for  which  there  is  no  foundation,  and  d 
are  repeated  as  a  parrot  repeats  the  les 
it  is  taught  in  a  press  which  has  always  bj 
antagonistic  to  the  labour  movement.  ; 

Mr.  Fisher. — Having  no  policy,  tl 
must  abuse  their  opponents. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — I  have  already  said  t 
they  have  no  policy  but  that  of  opposis 
to  the  Labour  Party.    Thev  have  tern 
the  labour  platform  a  socialistic  platfci 
and  I  shall  show  hontxable  members  n 
kind   of  Socialists  they  are.   I  make 
other  question,  in  whidi  the  right  ho: 
able  gentleman  speaks  strongly  ctf  organ' 
tions,  because  I  have  as  object  in  M 
so.    The  right  honorable  gentleman  is 
ported  to  have  said  at  a  meeting  of 
Farmers',    Property -owners',     and  F 
ducers'  Association — • 

As  men  of  iatelligeDce,  you  must  have  nc 
how  a  minority  has  for  yean  exercised  - 
mendous  uoconitituticaal  influence  upon 
Haments  of  Australia.    How  is  it  thai  mr 
three  or  twenty.fiTe  men  in  a  Home  of  i  ■• 
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%  House  of  seventy-five,  should  have  absolute 

Eower?  It  is  tbat^  although  their  avocations  are 
umble,  yet  they  all  learned  one  or  two  lessoas 
welt.  The  first  is  organization.  The  organiza- 
tion of  the  Labour  Party  would  do  credit  to  the 
most  intelligent  body  of  political  wire-pullers 
that  ever  existed  in  any  country.  If  you  would 
break  that  down,  you  must  show  yourself  loyal 
and  unselfish  too.  They  do  this  in  the  labour 
ranks,  can't  we  do  it  too?  I  had  five  years  ex- 
perience of  the  Labour  Party  in  the  New  South 
Wales  Parliament.  During  most  of  the  time  I 
was  practically  in  the  hollow  of  their  hands. 
They  will  tell  you  that  the  result  was  I  got  my 
free-trade  tariff  passed  with  the  help  of  pro- 
tectionist labour  men.  They  can  always  call  on 
me  in  a  deal  of  that  sort.  **  I  may  not  admire  the 
principles  o?  your  caucus,"  I  say  to  them,  "  but 
the  direction  of  your  vote  meets  with  my  entire  ap- 
proval." To  those  who  say  I  have.just  discovered 
the  wrong  position  which  the  labour  leagues 
occupy,  I  will  say,  "  Look  at  the  Sydney  news- 
papers of  1894  and  ^ou  will  find  as  strong  a 
denunciation  of  the  principle  of  the  labour  caucus 
as  if  I  spoke  for  twenty  years."  It  is  no  new 
thing  with  me.  Thev  gave  me  what  I  wanted, 
and  then  I  was  too  slow  for  them,  so  they  cried 
to  Sir  William  Lyne,  and  they  got  more  out  of 
him  in  twelve  months  than  they  would  have  got 
out  of  me  in  300  years. 

Then  he  went  on  to  speak  of  their  tyranny, 
but  I  need  not  quote  his  references  to  that. 
I  wish  to  show  that  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  has  been  doing  swnething  out- 
side of  Parliament  which  he  has  given  us 
no  account  of  in  this  chamber.  He  has  been 
attending  the  meetings  of  the  various  bodies 
which  are  not  labour  organizations,  and 
what  I  iiave  quoted  is  an  instance  of  the 
kind  of  thing  he  tells  them.  I  invite  hon- 
orable memlMrs  to  consider  the  extraordin- 
ary logic  of  the  right  honorable  gentleman. 
It'  was  quite  right  for  the  Labour  Party  to 
support  him.  He  said  that  they  had  him 
in  the  iiollow  of  their  hands.  That  was  all 
right,  so  long  as  he  got  their  votes,  but  it 
suddenly  becomes  a  .wont^erfully  wicked 
thing  that  they  should  support  some  body 
else.  If  their  support  was  bad,  why  did 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  put  up  with 
it  for  five  years,  in  order  that  he  might  hold 
office?  If  it  was  the  wicked  thing  which 
he  is  now  inviting  the  country  to  believe,  what 
honorable  man  would  have  availed  himself 
of  its  support,  and  would  have  thus  shared 
in  the  wickedness?  The  right  honorable 
gentleman  contends  that  the  power  of  the 
Labour  Party  is  a  wicked  thing  in  Federal 
politics,  because  we  do  not  now  hold  the 
lialance  of  power  in  his  favour,  as  we  did 
in  the  State  Parliament  of  New  South 
Wales.  It  is  true  that  we  got  more  out  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Hume  than  we 
dxmld  have  got  out  of  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  in  200  years.   What  did  we  get 


from  the  hcaiorable  member  for  Hume? 
We  got  measures  abolishing  sweating  and 
giving  the  employes  in  the  work  shops  some 
chance  of  a  life  worth  living,  by  securing 
for  them  reasonable  hours  of  labour. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — ^With  the  assistance  of  the 
votes  of  Reid  supporters. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— We  secured  the  Arbi- 
tration Act  and  Female  Suffrage.  We  are 
now  told  at  this  late  stage,  because  the  right 
honoraBle  gentleman  desires  to  please  the 
Federated  Employers'  Union,  that  we 
should  not  have  got  fhese  things  from  him 
in  200  years.  That  is  an  extraordinary 
confession  for  a  right  honorable  gentleman 
to  make,  who  has  posed  as  a  democrat, 
who  talks  democracy,  and  who  calls  him- 
self a  liberal.  I  am  astonished  that  the 
hmorable  member  for  Dalley,  who  is  a 
democrat,  should  sit  for  an  hour  behind 
a  leader  who  has  so  evidently  sur- 
rendered all  his  danocratic  principles. 
The  right  honorable  gentleman  hit  the 
right  nail  on  the  head  when  he  said 
that  we  got  more  from  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hume  than  we  should  have  got 
from  him  in  200  years.  He  admits  now 
that  we  should  never  have  had  the  four  or 
five  important  measures,  including  Female 
Suffrage,  to  whidi  I  have  referred  if  he 
had  remained  in  power.  The  right  honor- 
able gentleman  has  by  his  own  confession 
shown  that  the  Labour  Party  in  New  South 
Wales  did  the  right  thing  when  they  exer- 
cised their  votes  to  turn  him  out  of  office, 
and  I  say  that  they  will  be  even  more  de- 
cidedly right  if  they  now  turn  him  out 
of  oflSce  in  the  Federal  Parliament,  because 
he  is  adopting  principles  which  he  did 
not  profess  to  hold  then.  A  number  of 
meetings  of  the  Farmers,  Property- 
Owners,  and  Producers  Association,  and 
the  Victorian  Reform  League  have  re- 
cently been  held.  I  suppose  that  the 
Victorian  Reform  League  can  hardly 
be  called  a  democratic  bxly.  We  have 
never  looked  upon  it  in  that  light.  I  have 
not  heard  that  its  spedal  interest  is  to  lot^ 
after  the  masses  who  most  need  protection. 
At  the  meetings  of  these  bodies  the  chair- 
men and  all  the  speakers  have  loined  in 
denouncing  Socialism.  It  would  appear 
that  their  whole  object  now  is  anti-soCTaT- 
istic.  These  meetings  have  been  addressed 
not  only  by  the  Prime  Minister,  but  also 
by  Senator  Drake,  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Executive  Coimcil,  who  said  at  one 
meeting — 

The  new  Government,  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  Uie  Commonwealth,  was  supported  by 
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a  majority  of  members  of  the  House.  It  was 
a  small  majority,  it  was  true,  but  it  would  be 
carefully  looked  after,  and  he  hoped  that  it 
would  contiore. 

It  is  very  suggestive  to  say  that  the  majority 
would  be  carefully  looked  after.  Ihaveunder- 
stood  that  honorable  members  now  occupy- 
ing the  Government  benches  are  so  unan- 
imous in  their  desire  for  majority  rule,  and 
in  getting  a  coalition  to  secure  responsible 
Government,  that  they  would  not  need  to  be 
carefully  looked  after,  as  though  they  were 
a  number  of  sheep  who  might  stray  away. 
It  appears  that  the  Vice-President  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  is  satisfied  that  they  require 
to  be  carefully  looked  after.  He  con- 
tinued— 

What  they  wanted  was  unity.  It  was  a  feature 
of  the  opposing  force  that  they  were  always  in 
their  places  in  Pailiament. 

A  Mr.  Felstead  interjected  "  They  have  no- 
thing else  to  do,"  and  the  report  announces 
that  there  was  laughter  at  the  suggestion. 
To  these  people  to  whom  the  Government 
are  looking  for  support,  it  would  appear  to 
be  some  sort  of  offence  that  members  of  Par- 
liament should  attend  to  their  duties.  It  is 
a  somewhat  new  feature,  I  admit.  The  old 
political  idea  was  that  politics  were  some- 
thing to  which  a  man  might  give  the  fag 
end  of  his  brains,  after  he  had  attended  to 
his  private  business.  People  who  have  so 
much  to  say  about  private  enterprise,  are 
astcoiished  that  members  of  Parliament 
should  stick  to  their  work.  One  of  the  best 
characteristics  of  the  Labour  Party  is,  that 
its  members  have  always  done  that.  I  take 
it  as  a  high  compliment  to  them,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  the  electors  generally  look  at  the 
matter  in  the  same  light.  One  reason  why 
the  Party  is  gaining  ground  at  every  State 
and  every  Federal  election  is,  that  the  elec- 
tors have  found  that  the  members  of  the 
party  consider  the  welfare  of  the  country, 
and  devote  themselves  to  carrying  out  the 
duties  thev  are  elected  to  perform.  The 
Farmers.  Property  Owners,  and  Producers 
Association  held  a  convention  quite  recently, 
and  over  the  report  of  the  proceedings,  there 
are  a  number  of  cross  headings,  "  Fight- 
ing the  Trades  Hall,"  "  Proposed  National 
Organization,"  and  so  on.  No  less  than  120 
delegates  were  present,  and  it  was  stated 
that  they  represented  100  branches.  Thev 
passed  some  very  decided  resolutions,  all 
strOTigly  anti-labour.  This  body,  and  re- 
presentatives of  the  Reform  League  subse- 
quently met  together. 

Mr.  Chanter. — ^They  are  wily  free-trade 
organizations  under  another  name. 
Mr.  Sfente. 


Mr.  SPENCE.— No,  these  bodies  are 
not  free-trade  organizations.  I  wish  now  to 
read  a  portion  of  a  newspaper  report  of  n. 
meeting  of  the  Farmers',  Property  Owners', 
and  Producers'  Association.  The  first  para- 
graph will  make  the  honorable  member  im 
Gippsland  feel  comfortable— 

The  secretary  read  a  report  in  which  it  wu 

stated  that,  although  the  association  bad  only  been 
in  existence  a  few  months,  it  had  already  made 
it  impossible  for  a  socialistic  labour  candidate 
to  be  elected  for  a  Gippsland  constituency. 

After  debate,  it  was  resolved—"  That  it 
is  advisable  to  take  steps  to  confer  with  the 
Chamber  of  Agriculture,  with  a  view  to  settling 
a  modus  Vivendi,  whereby  the  sympathy  and  co- 
operation of  the  chamber  may  be  secured  with- 
out  any  sinking  of  our  individuality,  or  altera- 
tion of  our  constitution." 

The  fallowing  motion  was  then  moved  by  a 

delegate : — 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  of  dele- 
gates, it  is  desirable  that  each  and  alt  now  as- 
sembled do  unite  with  the  Farmers',  Property 
Owners',  and  Producers'  Association,  thus  Tann- 
ing a  strong  organization  to  oppose  to  the  utmost 
all  socialistic  or  aggressive  legislation  affecting 
country  interests,  and  to  uphold  the  rights  of 
property  owners  and  producers  of  all  kinds. 

He  said  that  the — 

Coavention  should  take  a  leaf  out  of  the  book 

of  the  Labour  Party  and  fight  them  with  their 

own  weapons.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  J.  WiLUS  (Geclong),  in  seconding  the  mo- 
tion, read  the  pledge  of  labour  candidates  for 
Parliament,  and  said  that  a  man  who  allowed 
such  a  chain  to  be  put  around  his  neck  should 
have  something  else  put  round  his  neck,  and  be 
strung  up  to  the  yardarm  of  a  ship. 

I  suppose  that  loud  cheers  would  have  fol- 
lowed that  proposition  if  there  had  been  aav 
chance  of  carrying  it  into  effect.  I  shall 
row  quote  again  from  the  newspaper  whidi 
so  strongly  stipports  the  movement — the 
Sydney  Daily  Telegraph,  This  is  a  por- 
tion of  a  report,  which  shows  how  the  work 
is  going  on  in  New  South  Wales — 

MovEUENT  IN  New  South  Wales. — Cohfcuiki 
TO  BE  Held.— A  Wide  Basis  or 

REntESENTATION. 

Something  has  been  done  in  New  Sooth  Wales 
with  a  view  to  the  ranging  of  forces  into  line 
against  a  menacing  Socialism,  but  it  has  not  been 
of  a  very  definite  character.  Mr.  Deakin's  now 
famous  speech  helped  to  stir  people  up  to  the 
necessity  for  lomc  action,  and  now  Ur.  Reid's 
speech  to  the  Fannen'  League  of  Victoria  will 
give  a  further  stimulus  to  the  movement.  The 
initiative  has  been  taken  by  the  Employers' 
Federation,  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  council  of 
that  body  yesterday  it  was  decided  to  take  defi- 
nite steps  to  organize  a  conference,  or  large 
public  meeting,  representative  of  the  stable  in- 
terests of  the  country  generally,  to  consider  a 
plan  of  organization.  To  this  end  lerery  agri- 
cultural, horticultural,  and  pastoral  body,  every 
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ereusery  and  butter  factory,  the  Farmers'  and 
Settlers'  Association,  every  country  municipal 
council — in  short,  every  country  interest,  is  to 
be  asked  to  send  delegates  to  meet  those  repre- 
senting town  interests.  Provision  will  also  be 
made  for  thw  extenaive  representaticm  of  all 
wage-eamen  who  are  not  in  sympathy  with  the 
socialistic  party's  platform.  The  date  of  the 
meeting  or  conference  has  yet  to  he  settled.  It 
is  desired  that  the  time  fixed  should  be  as  widely 
convenient  as  possible  to  the  country  people.  The 
co-operation  of  women  will  very  probahly  also 
be  invited. 

I  think  that  I  have  now  produced  evidence 
sufficient  to  show  the  work  which  is  being 
done  by  the  Government  and  those  upcm 
whom  they  are  depending  ios  supp(^.  If 
the  organizatiois  which  have  be«i  created 
do  what  it  is  said  that  the  labour  organiza- 
tions do,  the  Government  will  be  controlled 
and  dictated  to  by  a  body  outside  Par- 
liament. Active  work  is  now  going 
aa  to  bring  about  the  organization 
of  what  we  term  the  reactionary  forces 
— forces  that  no  one  can  term  demo- 
cratic, their  whole  object  being  anti- 
sodatistic  and  anti-labour.  The  Go- 
vernment represents  such  organizations,  an  J 
the  Prime  Minister  is  taking  an  active  part 
in  their  creation.  He  is  assisting  their  paid 
organizers.  I  am  not  finding  fault  with 
these  bodies  for  organizing,  because  I  have 
always  been  a  preacher  of  unionism  and 
have  advocated  the  organizing  of  all  classes 
of  the  community.  But  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  this  Government  represents  a  particular 
secticxi  of  the  community,  which  it  rs  assist- 
ing to  organize.  No  doubt  we  all  of  us 
^re  the  desire  for  a  reasMiable  recess ;  but, 
in  my  opinion,  the  real  object  of  the  Icmg  re- 
cess which  has  been  advocated,  on  a  plea  of 
peace,  is,  not  to  bring  about  harmony,  be- 
cause no  other  Federation  has  been  estab- 
lished with  so  little  friction  between 
the  federating  States  and  the  Federal 
Government,  but  to  organise  forces.  The 
object  of  the  organization  which  the  Govern- 
ment support  is  declared  and  open.  I  find 
no  fault  with  that,  because  it  is  of  advantage 
to  us.  We  have  always  looked  upon  Mr. 
Walpole  as  a  helper,  since  his  statements 
have  been  so  candid  at  times  that  people 
have  been  prevented  by  them  from  jmning 
his  organizations.  It  is  impossible  for  those 
who  have  heard  him  speak  to  be  foolish 
enough  to  imagine  that  the  class  amongst 
whom  sweaters  have  been  found,  and  whose 
members  do  not  consider  it  their  business  to 
pay  decent  wages  if  they  can  get  employes 
to  work  for  less,  is  to  be  regarded  as  repre- 
sentative of  the  workers,  or  as  likely  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  labour.      The  first 


and  chief  plank  in  the  platform  of  the 
Farmers',  Property  Owners?,  and  Pro- 
ducers' AssociaticHi  is  this — 

That  at  all  elections,  whether  Federal  or 
State,  where  a  socialistic  candidate  nominates 
for  a  constituency,  the  members  of  this  associa- 
tion sink  all  political  differences  and  go  solidly 
in  support  of  a  candidate  to  be  selected  by  the 
association  in  opposition  to  such  socialistic  can- 
didate. 

We  have  heard  the  Prime  Minister  de- 
nounce the  labour  method  of  selecting  candi- 
dates ;  but  he  is  assisting  in  the  creation  of 
an  association  whose  first  plank  is  to  follow 
labour  methods.  He  has,  indeed,  advised 
them  to  follow  the  methods  of  the  labour 
leagues.  The  first  plank  of  their  platform 
is  to  sink  all  political  differences.  The  Go- 
vernment, too,  have  done  that  Nothing  is 
vital  to  them,  but  to  continue  in  t^ce,  to 
get  into  recess,  and  thsa  to  vigorously  organ- 
ize 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — To  keep  in  the  tart 
shop  at  all  ha2ards. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta  knows  what  hard  work  is. 
He  knows  the  sufferings  which  strikes  entail, 
because  he  has  been  in  close  touch  with  them, 
and  he  has  represented  men  who  have  had  to 
work  in  coal  mines.  Now  he  is  assisting  to 
organize  the  Federated  Employers. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  talking  at  random. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta  has  followed  his  chief  in 
every  movement,  erratic  or  otherwise,  and 
must  follow  him  again.  It  is  a  new  thing 
to  find  one  of  whose  conduct  I  have  not  pre- 
viously had  cause  to  complain,  associating 
with  a  movement  which  is  so  distinctly  op- 
posed to  his  past  history.  I  have  no  fault 
to  find  with  those  who  have  always  belonged 
to  the  class  of  whom  I  am  speaking ;  but 
those  whose  associatitms  and  professions 
have  been  different  should  open  their  eyes 
to  what  this  movement  means.  Plank  3  of 
the  Association  is — 

To  watch  over  all  measures  proposed  by  the 
Federal  or  State  Parliamniti  affecting  the  asso- 
ciation, and  guarding  the  interests  of  the  tame. 
I  have  nothing  to  say  against  that  plank; 
but  I  find  that  those  who  are  opposed  to 
anything  socialistic,  who  believe  in  the  indi- 
vidual fighting  his  own  battle  and  would  put 
no  restriction  upon  private  enterprise,  are 
asking  for  a  good  many  things  from  the 
State.  Here  are  a  few  of  their  requests : 
They  want  the  State  Government  to  give 
them  water  conservation,  land  on  deferred 
payments,  a  Manure  Protection  Bill,  reduced 
grain  freights,  wire  netting  on  deferred 
payments,  a  bonus  on  foxes'  scalps,  help  in 
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time  of  bush  fires,  starving  stock  rates,  cold 
storage  for  produce,  a  credit  foncier,  to  en- 
able them  to  borrow  money ;  grants  for  shows, 
a  market  for  fruit,  instructors  in  the  growing 
of  tobacco,  and  subsidies  for  agricultural 
colleges.  They  also  seriously  discussed  the 
advisability  of  asking  the  Government  for 
assistance  to  pay  for  reapers  and  binders, 
though,  I  believe,  that  they  did  not  finally 
agree  to  do  so.  Yet  these  are  the  anti-So- 
cialists, the  persons  who  are  opposed  to 
State  interference.  In  reality,  they  wish  to 
get  all  they  can  out  of  the  Government. 
They  are  the  chief  scramblers  for  Govern- 
ment aid.  The  Kyabram  district,  from 
which  the  movement  originated,  has 
borrowed  large  sums  from  the  State, 
%*hich  it  has  not  paid  back,  and  is  now 
asking  for  another  ;^i,ooo.  Their  impu- 
dence is  beyond  descripticHl. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber does  not  mean  to  say  that  the  farmers 
are  asking  for  those  things? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Yes,  I  do.  I  have 
mentioned  fourteen  items ;  but  those  are  not 
all.  This  association,  which  the  Prime 
Minister  is  organizing  upon  declared  anti- 
socialistic  lines,  is  asking  for  these  conces- 
sions. I  should  like  to  know  whether  any 
honorable  member  can  point  to  an  instance 
in  which  the  labour  organizations  have  sent 
deputations  to  the  Goveinment  asking  for 
subsidies,  or  for  concessions  such  as  these  I 
have  indicated? 

Mr.  Wilson. — They  have  asked  for  a  lot 
more  than  that. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Honorable  members  can- 
not point  to  any  case  in  which  the  labour 
organizations  have  gone  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  asked  for  favours  of  any  kind,  or 
in  which  they  have  sought  to  dip  their  hands 
into  the  public  Treasury. 

An  Honorable  Member. — ^What  about 
relief  works? 

Mr.  SPENCE. — Surely  a  man  is  entitled 
to  ask  for  work?  If  a  man  works,  he  pro- 
duces more  in  value  than  that  which  is  paid 
for  his  labour.  It  is  the  man  who  lives  on 
rentals,  and  who  draws  interest:  without 
giving  anything  in  return  who  is  a  burden 
up(Hi  the  community.  Would  not  the 
honorable  member  apply  for  work  if 
his  wife  and  family  were  starving? 
The  organization  to  which  I  have  referred 
\%  one  for  political  purposes  which  have 
been  openly  declared,  and  I  have  indicated 
how  its  members  propose  to  protect  their  in- 
terests. I  am  not  condemning  their  pro- 
posals as  such.  The  Labour  Partv  have  sup- 
ported many  of  them,  and  are  still  in  favour 


of  granting  certain  concessions  to  farmers. 
I  desire,  however,  to  direct  attention  to  the 
political  hypocrisy  of  these  people  who, 
whilst  stating  that  they  are  opposed  to 
Sociali^,  declare  themselves  by  tbeir 
policy  to  be  equally  as  socialistic  in  tbeii 
ideas  as  any  section  in  the  coamauDity. 
They  say  that  they  are  opposed  to  State 
interference,  and  yet  they  want  the  State 
to  do  more  for  them  than  has  e%'er  been 
asked  for  by  the  wage-earning  class.  We 
have  heard  a  great  deal  about  minority 
rule,  and  I  wish  to  show  the  direction  in 
which  the  Government  is  now  trending.  I 
will  confine  my  attention  to  the  condition 
of  affairs  in  the  two  larger  States,  because 
Western  Australia  and  Tasmania  are  now 
apparently  regarded  as  mere  postscripts. 
The  only  two  States  in  the  Cbmmonveahb 
that  are  worthy  of  oonsideratum^  accord- 
ing to  the  view  of  the  Prime  Minister,  are 
Victoria  and  New  South  Wales,  and  the 
mission  of  the  Government  is  to  establish 
brotherly  feelings  between  those  States. 
In  New  South  Wales  there  are  iio.ooo 
land-owners,  of  whom  66.000  hold  under 
1,000  acres  each,  embracing  a  total  of 
10,800,000  acres  in  the  country  districts. 
There  are  1,314  land-owners  who  hold 
27,000,000  acreis  in  the  country  districts, 
and  there  are  738  owners  who  hold  half 
of  the  total  area  of  pri^'ate  lands  in  New 
South  Wales.  I  am  quoting  from  Coghlam. 

Mr.  Robinson. — Is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber quoting  figures  as  to  value  or  as  to 
area? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  am  dealing  now  with 

acres. 

Mr.  Robinson. — Those  afford  no  crite- 
rion. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— My  object  is  to  show 
the  small  number  of  persons  who  would  be 
represented  in  organiz^ions  such  as  those 
now  being  formed.  The!se  persons  would 
represent  a  very  small  minority  of  the  peo- 
ple in  the  State.  The  employers  number 
53.000  in  New  South  Wales,  and  48.000 
in  Victoria;  whereas  the  wage-earners  in 
New  South  Wales  number  362,000,  and  in 
Victoria  321,000.  Those  who  are  working 
on  their  own  account  in  New  South  Wales 
number  82,000,  and  in  Victoria  94,000. 
Assuming  for  the  sake  of  argument  that  the 
statement  of  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs  is  correct,  and  that  the  Labour 
Party  represents  only  the  wage-eaniing 
classes  

Mr.  McLean. — ^The  Labour  Party  re- 
presents only  a  section  of  the  wage-earn- 
ing  classes. 

Digitjzed  by  Google 


Biinisterial 


[8  Septeubek,  1904.] 


Statement 


4441 


Mr.  SPENCE.— I  am  assuming  for  the 
sake  of  argument  that  we  represent  the 
vage-eaming  classes  of  the  comm^unity 
only.  I  contend  that  we  represent  others 
as  well.  We  should  still  represent  a 
majority  of  the  electors,  whereas  the  Prime 
Minister,  and  those  who  are  organizing  the 
employers,  would  represent  a  minority.  It 
IS  idle  for  honorable  members  to  prate 
about  the  representation  of  minorities  when 
they  are  actively  organizing  for  political 
purposes  a  section  which  constitutes  a  very 
small  minority,  and  are  hoping  fat  a  long 
recess  in  order  that  they  may  bring  together 
in  one  association  the  most  conservative 
classes  in  the  community.  These  people 
are  the  best  able  to  assist  themselves,  and 
I  should  be  ashamed  to  assist  in  organiz- 
ing them.  I  should  give  them  fair  play, 
and  fair  play  only.  Notwithstanding  all 
that  has'  been  said  with  regard  to  the 
organization  of  the  Labour  Party,  we  can 
cxime  here  only  through  the  same  door  as 
that  which  is  available-  to  other  honorable 
members.  We,  like  them,  are  dependent 
upon  the  will  of  the  electors.  Many  la- 
bour members  in  the  States  Parliaments, 
and  more  than  one  in  the  Federal  Parlia- 
ment, have  been  elected  by  constituencies 
in  which  there  has  been  no  labour  league, 
or  other  organization  of  that  kind.  Why 
should  our  organizations  be  objected  to 
because  thev  insist  upon  shunting  out  of 
political  life  those  who  fail  to  adhere  to 
their  principles?  Does  the  Prime  Minister 
defend  traitors?  If  a  man  breaks  his 
pledges,  is  he  to  be  lauded  to  the  skies? 
When  a  man  dishonorably  breaks  his 
pledges,  is  he  entitled  to  be  trusted  again  ? 
Our  organizations  have  been  denounced 
because  they  have  discarded  men 
who  have  been  recreant  to  their  trust.  The 
labour  movement  has  not  been  built  up  by 
traitors,  but  by  those  who  have  worked 
zealously  and  unselfishly,  in  order  to  for- 
ward the  cause  of  labour,  men  who  have  not 
gone  to  the  Government  to  ask  for  any 
favour,  but  who  have  always  been  prepared 
to  work  for  their  living  imder  reasonable 
conditions.  The  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs  has  stated  that  members  of  the 
Labour  Party  are  under  the  necessity  of 
passing  through  the  ordeal  of  selection  by 
the  Labour  leagues.  That  is  not  correct, 
so  far  as  New  South  Wales  is  concerned. 
I  was  not  asked  to  submit  myself  for  se- 
lection at  the  last  election.  I  had  the 
right,  according  to  our  rules,  to  offer  my- 
self for  re-election,  unless  I  had  miscon- 
ducted myself  by  breaking  my  pledges. 


If  there  was  any  charge  of  that  kind  to 
be  brought  against  me,  I  should  have  to 
be  m^fied  three  months  beforehand.  In 
the  absence  ot  any  such  call,  I  was  entitled 
to  re-submit  myself  as  a  representative  of 
the  Labour  Party  for  the  constituency  for 
which  I  was  formerly  returned.  The  la- 
bour organizations  are  not  the  only,  ones 
which  discard  their  representatives.  Mr. 
Hawthorne,  who  formerly  represented  Leic- 
hardt  in  the  New  South  Wales  Assembly, 
was  "  bumped  out  "  by  his  party  after  hav^ 
ing  worked  very  hard  for  its  leaders,  in- 
cluding the  present  Prime  Minister.  No 
ccxisideraticn  was  shown  to  him,  and  it 
does  not  lie  in  the  mouths  of  those  who  were 
parties  to  the  treatment  accorded  to  Mr. 
Hawthorne  to  find-  fault  with  the  methods 
adopted  by  the  labour  organizations.  Hon- 
orable members  talk  about  our  represent- 
ing a  minority,  but  I  would  ask  them  how 
we  could  get  here  unless  we  could  success- 
fully appeal  to  the  electors?  How  can 
that  statement  be  made  in  the  face  of  the 
experience  of  the  last  twelve  years?  The 
I.abour  Party  has  gained  ground  in  every 
State,  not  because  of  its  organization,  but 
because  of  the  proposals  wUch  it  has  put 
forward.  We  have  submitted  humani- 
tarian and  other  proposals  of  impor- 
tance to  the  community  generally.  None 
of  our  planks  refer  merely  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  wage-earners.  How  is 
it  that  many  of  the  country  districts  return 
labour  representatives?  There  are  not  a 
sufficient  number  of  wage-earners  in  the 
district  which  I  represent  to  return  me  with- 
out the  assistance  of  others.  I  represent  a 
district  in  which  the  pastoral  and  mining 
industries  are  very  largely  carried  on, 
whereas  the  honorable  member  for  Bland 
represents  a  purely  farming  district.  If  we 
are  such  enemies  to  the  employers  and  to 
the  land-owning  class,  how  is  it  that  we  find 
such  favour  in  their  eyes?  Is  it  because 
we  carry  out  our  platform,  and  because  we 
do  not.  as  the  Prime  Minister  has  done, 
surrender  our  policy  for  considerations  of 
expediency  ?  He  fought  for  free-trade,  and 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bal- 
larat  opposed  him.  In  the  old  days  in  Vic- 
toria many  of  us  fought  with  the  late  Sir 
Graham  Berry  against  the  very  fwces  which 
are  now  being  brought  into  prominence  by 
the  Prime  Minister.  The  hcmorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat  and  the  Minis- 
ter of  Trade  and  Customs  have  allied  them- 
selves with  a  party  whose  main  design  is 
to  bring  about  class  rule.  The  trades  unions 
are  naturally  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
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protecting  the  interests  of  the  trades  with 
which  they  are  connected ;  but  the  member- 
ship of  the  labour  leagues  embraces  many 
[)ersons  other  than  unionists  or  wage- 
earners.  We  have  a  large  number  of  em- 
plo)-ers  in  our  ranks,  who  believe  in  our 
aims  and  principles.  The  Prime  Minister 
has  told  honorable  members  that  at  one 
lime  the.  Labour  Party  held  him  in  the  hol- 
low of  its  hand.  Why  did  he  submit  to 
that  ?  Because  his  platform  and  that  of 
the  Labour  Party  were  brought  into  agree- 
ment. We  had  to  accept  some  things  which 
we  did  not  like,  because  we  knew  that  the 
alternative  was  worse.  We  supported  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  in  fighting  for 
free-trade-  -for  an  absolutely  free  port. 
That  was  something  verv  different  from  free- 
trade  as  it  is  understood  in  Federal  politics. 
Will  the  representatives  of  the  large  land- 
holders who  sit  in  the  Government  corner 
support  a  tax  on  land  values?  Will  the 
honorable  imember  for  Corangamiie  and 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Wannon  support  a  tax  on  land  values  simi- 
lar to  that  for  which  the  right  honorable 
member  fought?  He  said  that  the  mem- 
bers  of  the  protectionist  party  gave  him 
free-trade,  but  he  overlooked  the  fact  that 
they  regarded  a  tax  on  land  values  and 
other  forms  of  direct  taxation  as  being  of 
the  utmost  importance,  and  considered  that 
even  if  a  prohibitive  Tariff  were  imposed  it 
would  still  be  necessary  to  resort  to  direct 
taxation.  We  xvere  not  satisfied  that  he 
would  go  fast  enough  to  suit  us,  and  we 
therefore  put  another  honorable  gentleman 
into  office.  That  honorable  gentleman  gave 
us  great  measures,  which  cfmduced  to  the 
well-being  of  society.  I  am  surprised  to 
learn  that  the  right  honorable  gentleman, 
who  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment, has  said  that  he  would  not  have 
given  us  these  measures.  That  statement 
shows  that  we  were  right  in  turning  him 
out  of  office.  I  have  endeavoured  to  show 
that  the  Prime  Minister  is  out  of  touch 
with  the  great  mass  of  pubfic  feeling 
in  the  Commonwealth,  that  he  is  out  of 
touch  with  democracy  in  any  form,  and 
that  he  is  in  league  with  all  the  reaction- 
ary forces  that  are  now  so  militant.  At 
the  last  general  electicxi  he  recei%'ed  the 
support  of  the  Employers'  Union,  which 
devotes  its  attention  to  the  interests  of  em- 
ployers, as  employers  only,  and  does  not 
do  or  pretend  to  do  anything  for  labour 
generally.  That  organization  and  many 
others  of  the  same  kind  were  behind  the 
Prime  Minister  and  his  party. 
lir.  Sfenet. 


Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. — ^Tbe  honorable 
member  is  w^rong;  thev  were  behind  the 
protectionist  party. 

Mr.  SPEN'CE. — They  were  not  behind 
the  protectionists  as  a  party.  The  kefcHm 
League  and  the  Employers'  Federation  of 
New  South  Wales  have  united  to  denounce 
what  they  term  "  Socialism."  They  do  not 
understand  the  true  meaning  of  the  word, 
and  they  know  that  many  people  are  ready 
to  adopt  their  definition  of  it  In  the  saxoe 
way  they  are  making  use  of  the  word  "  re- 
form." and  thus  a  party  has  been  brought 
together  to  support  what  is  distiix:tly  a  class 
movement  It  has  been  created  to  protect 
the  interests  of  a  class  that  is  strong  enough 
to  look  after  itself,  and  it  is  surprising  to 
me  that  such  a  democratic  assembly  as  (he 
Federal  Parliament  is  generally  admitted 
to  be,  should  be  expected  to  allow  a  small 
minority  to  control  the  majority.  I  wish 
to  show  that  the  Government  are  opposed  to 
democracy.  I  3o  not  know  how  far  the 
remarks  which  I  am  about  to  make  will 
apply  to  the  seoHid  leader  of  the  MtnistTy, 
and  to  tnat  section  of  the  Government 
supporters  which  follow  him.  I  believe 
that  they  will  apply  mainly  to  the  old  free- 
trade  sectim  of  the  party.  That  party,  so 
far  as  economic  principles  are  concerned, 
are  consistent  in  their  support  of  anti- 
labour  movements. 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — No. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Then  they  are  in  favour 
of  anarchy.  They  are  in  favour  of  the 
"  let-alone  "  policy.  They  believe  in  a  poli- 
tical economy  that  was  in  full  play  nearly 
roo  years  ago.  At  that  time  the  key-note 
of  social  reform  was  the  cry  of  **  natural 
rights,"  while,  so  far  as  economics  were 
concerned,  we  had  the  policy  of  Imsset 
faire. 

Mr.  Ftn.LEK. — Who  was  respooubte  fot 
all  the  liberal  legislation  whicii  is  to-day  in 
force  in  New  South  Wales? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  am  not  now  dealing 
with  that  point,  although  I  should  not  hesi- 
tate to  give  credit  to  the  man  responsible 
for  (that  legislation  if  he  were  present. 
The  policy  of  the  Government  is  not  in 
keeping  with  the  modem  trend  of  public 
thought.  We  cannot  expect  such  a  Govern- 
ment to  be  in  keeping  with  it  To-day 
"co-operation"  is  the  key-note  of  social 
reform,  but  it  does  not  necessarily  mean  thai 
we  are  ready  to  make  every  industry  a 
State-owned  one.  The  Labour  Party  hare 
to  be  judged  according  to  the  direct  pro- 
posals that  we  put  forward.  No  <Hie  has 
a  right  to  charge  us  with  some  supposititious 
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policy  which  we  have  never  advocated.  In 
social  reform  we  find  that  the  watch-word 
is  "co-operation,"  while  in  economics  it 
is  "  character."  In  the  old  days,  a  man 
was  merely  considered  to  be  a  mcmey-mak- 
ing  animal,  but  to-day  we  have  regard  to 
his  all-round  capacity.  We  ccmsider  the 
well-being  of  individuals  as  such;  we  re- 
gard man  not  as  a  mere  commodity  to  be 
bought  and  sold  in  the  market,  as  is  held  by 
many  in  that  economic  school  with  which 
the  Prime  Minister  has  been  associated.  We 
consider  man  from  the  stand-point  of  every- 
thing that  makes  for  his  well-being.  The 
reason  why  I  quoted  the  very  excellent  re- 
marks made  recently  by  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballaiat  was  because 
they  showed  a  recognition  of  modern  econo- 
mic thought  Matthew  Arnold  defined 
civilization  as —  • 

The  homanizing,  the  bringing  into  oae  har- 
mtmious  and  truly  humaae  life  the  whole  lx>dy 
of  society. 

ActicMis  to-day  are  regarded  as  moral  only 
when  they  contribute  to  the  well-being  of 
our  fellow-men.  The  unionist  movement 
and  everything  else  that  has  an  influence 
in  developing  human  character,  and  in 
improving  the  race  is  of  the  right  Idnd. 
Legislation  with  that  object  in  view  may 
be  an  interference  with  the  liberty  of  the 
individual,  but  it  is  not  the  fact  of  inter- 
ference, but  the  effect  of  interference,  that 
we  have  to  consider.  Mazzini  said  long 
ago  that  every  political  question  is  becom- 
ing a  social  question,  and  every  social  ques- 
tion is  rapidly  becoming  a  religious  jques- 
tion.  That  is  the  problem  of  to-day,  which 
is  responsible  for  the  activity  of  the  Labour 
Party.  I  may  perhaps  be  pardoned  for 
quoting  Arnold  Toynbee,  who  puts  the 
exact  positicm  in  the  following  words : — 

Two  conceptions  are  woven  into  every  argu* 
ment  of  the  "wealth  of  nations"— the  belief 
in  the  supremacy  of  individual  liberty,  and  the 
conviction  that  man's  self  love  is  God's  Provi- 
dence, so  that  the  individual  in  pursuit  of  his  own 
interests  is  promoting  the  interests  of  all. 

Mr.  Kelly.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  hear  an  honorable 
member  say,  "  Hear,  hear."  If  a  man  un- 
derstood his  true  self-interest  his  pursuit 
of  it  wouldi  make  for  the  welfare  of  all. 
It  is  said  that  true  self-interest  lies  in  the 
recognition  of  the  fact  that  we  are  depen- 
dent and  inter-dependent  one  upon  the 
other.  The  position  from  the  point  of  view 
of  wealth  production  has  altered.  The  old 
idea  was  that  the  wealth  of  a  nation  was 
to  be  determined  fvom  the  stand-point  of 


its  material  production,  man  being  consi- 
dered as  a  mere  producing  animal,  to  be 
hired  and  treated  as  his  employer  might 
think  fit.  But  that  is  not  the  position  to- 
day. At  the  present  time  production,  dis- 
tribution, and  the  good  of  man,  all  receive 
consideration.  I  believe,  with  Ruskin, 
that — 

Wealth  means  well  living.  Life  is  more  than 
meat.  Man  should  own  property,  not  property 
own  man. 

I  should  like  to  quote  a  very  clear  and  com- 
prehensive statMnent  made  by  Dr.  Findlay, 
a  barrister-at-law,  who  was  formerly  in 
partnership  with  Sir  Robert  Stout.  In  com- 
menting recently  on  the  New  Zealand  Con- 
ciliation and  Arbitration  Bill,  Dr.  Findlay 
saidi — 

The  tendency  of  the  age  is  to  make  that  com- 
pulsory which  is  desirable ;  to  discredit  free  con- 
tract, to  foster  fair  contract,  between  employer 
ahd  employ^;  to  fa.  the  status  of  all  workmen 
by  regulation  as  far  as  possible,  and  to  assess 
the  worker's  share  at  the  lowest  resort  on  his 
needs  rather  than  on  the  employer's  greeds  It 
is  all  Donsense  to  talk  of  liberty  and  freedom 
of  conscience  in  this  connexion.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  social  man  has  no  natural  inalienable 
and  irrevocable  jights.  He  only  owns  those 
things  with  which  society  is  content  to  clothe  him, 
and  no  more. 

That  is  the  economic  foundation  on  which 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bills,  and 
other  like  measures,  are  based.  The  views 
of  several  members  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment are  in  opposition  to  all  modern  prin- 
ciples of  political  economy.  Is  it  reason- 
able for  us  to  expect  democratic  legislation 
from  a  Goverimient,  which,  by  a  pe- 
culiar combination  of  circumstances,  has  se- 
cured the  support  of  those  who  hold  views 
contrary  to  those  of  the  Prime  Minister? 
It  is  diflicult  to  understand  how  professed 
Liberals  have  allowed  themselves  to  be 
associated  with  men  who  are  opposed  to 
interference  in  any  way  with  freedom  of 
action,  who  are  opposed  to  any  form  of 
restriction,  and  would  allow  every  man  to 
transact  his  business  as  he  pleased.  These 
men  endea%*our  to  justify  their  position  by 
the  mere  use  of  words.  We  want  to  mea- 
sure a  Government,  not  by  mere  words,  but 
by  the  effect  of  the  legislation  which  it  in- 
troduces upon  the  lives,  the  actions,  and 
the  character  of  men.  I  maintain  that  we 
are  justified  in  fighting  against  a  Govern- 
ment that  holds  such  views  as  I  have  men- 
tioned. There  has  been  much  misrepresen- 
tation in  reference  to  the  Labour  Party, 
and  but  for  this  we  should  have  achieved 
a  still  greater  measure  of  success.  It  is 
always  difficult  to  overtake^lander,^  more 
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particularly  at  election  time,  and  the  Labour 
Party  may  justly  complain  that  it  has  been 
continually  misrepresented^  both  by  the 
press  and  by  other  means.  There  are  hon- 
orable members  of  this  House  whom  no  one 
could  accuse  of  desiring  to  deliberately  mis- 
represent the  Labour  Party,  yet  they 
have  been  guilty  of  misrepresenting  us. 
The  increase  in  the  membership  of  the 
Labour  Party  is  due,  in  a  large  measure,  to 
the  effect  of  their  propaganda  and  plat- 
form work,  in  correctmg  misrepresentations 
and  supplying  the  electors  with  the  truth, 
and  also  because  our  platform  and  aims  ap- 
peal to  the  people.  There  are  amongst  the 
electors  men  and  women  who  study  econo- 
mic questions,  and  who  can  recognise  the 
difference  between  the  lines  of  thought 
which  characterize  various  parties.  They  re- 
cognise at  once  that  their  interest  lies  with 
those  who  are  considering  the  well-being  of 
the  people  as  such,  instead  of  mere  material 
wealth-production,  irrespective  of  any  con- 
sideration as  to  who  owns,  controls,  or 
secures  the  laiger  share  of  it.  They  are 
looking  now  to  the  distribution  of  wealth 
in  such  a  way  that  the  standard  of  living 
may  be  generally  improved,  and  the  mental 
standard  may  be  improved  side  by  side 
with  the  increased  production  of  wealth. 
In  connexion  with  the  system  of  misrepre- 
sentation which  has  beefn  followed,  I  think 
I  shall  be  justified  in  quoting  some  remarks 
wliich  Mr.  Justice  Cohen  felt  himself 
called  upon  to  make  in  New  South  Wales 
a  short  time  ago,  in  connexion  with  some 
misstatements  respecting  the  operation  of 
a  measure  similar  to  one  of  great  import- 
ance, which  has  be€?n  before  the  Federal 
Parliament,  and  which  has  wrecked  a 
couple  of  Governments,  and  will  probably 
wreck  another. 

Mr.  Tudor. — ^When  it  is  found  that 
they  have  swallowed  the  inclusion  of  the 
States  sejrvants. 

Mr.  SPEXCE.~I  may  deal  with  that 
presently.  Mr.  Justice  Cohen  said  re- 
cently in  New  South  Wales,  in  dealing 
with  certain  misrepresentations  concerning 
the  effect  of  tlie  clause  in  the  New  South 
Wales  Arbitration  Act,  gi^'ing  preference 
to  u:iionis's; — 

I  have  no  leaning  one  way  or  the  other,  but 
in  the  public  interest  it  would  be  far  better,  if 
the  preference  clause  is  being  unduly  used  as 
a  means  of  oppressing  or  harassing  employers, 
that  the  Court  should  be  assisted  by  evidence  of 
that.  I  am  not  saying  in  this  particular  case, 
because  I  do  not  know — but  from  general  state- 
ments, I  see  in  the  press  that  this  preference 
clause  is  the  means  of  harassing  the  employer, 


and  placing  him  in  an  unfair  position  of  work- 
ing bis  business.  I  say  it  would  be  much  better 
if  the  Court  were  enlightened  by  evidence  of 
these  things.  We  read  in  the  press  of  geneni 
statements  being  made — one  person  takes  it  up 
from  another  person  at  the  comer  of  the  street— 
and  I  sec  general  assertions  made  with  regard 
to  what  the  Court  has  done,  which  will  not  bear 
any  test — they  are  absolutely  without  foiudation. 
Therefore,  what  I  say  is,  in  the  public  intercit. 
in  the  interests  of  the  Arbitration  Act — wfaicii. 
after  all,  is  a  most  important  experiment — it 
would  be  much  better  if  people,  instead  of  ei- 

fressing  their  grievances  in  the  way  in  which 
have  stated,  would  come  to  the  Court  and  point 
out  preference  has  been  given  in  certain  cases, 
and  the  result  is  so  and  so.  This  is  not  done. 
I  am  not  going  to  be  guided  in  mjr  decisiuu 
by  what  I  see  in  the  press.  I  am  guided  in  my 
decisions  by  the  sworn  evidence  in  the  Court,  and 
that  is  the  only  evidence  I  will  be  guided  by  ia 
arriving  at  my  decisions;  we  are  sworn  here  to 
decide,  in  accordance  with  the  evidence  placed 
before  us,  and  that  is  the  only  evidence  by  which 
I  intend  to  be  guided. 

Mr.  Wade.— I  would  not  for  m  moment  pre- 
tend to  suggest  to  the  Court  that  they  ihotdd 
be  guided  by  outside  opinions. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  know,  from  my  own 
Imowlcdge  what  I  read,  time  after  time,  of  ac- 
tions attributed  to  this  Court  which  the  Court 
has  never  performed.  Almost  daily  in  the  press 
you  see  that.  Mind  yon,  I  am  not  saying  one 
way  or  the  other,  as  to  whether  this  preference 
clause  is  or  is  not  worked  duly.  I  have  no  evi- 
dence one  way  or  the  other.  I  will  not  be  guided 
by  what  I  see  in  the  public  press.  These  general 
statements  are  made,  and  if  you  put  the  state- 
ments to  the  proof,  in  almost  all  cases  they  will 
fail.  I  do  not  expect  any  clause  we  lay  dowo 
will  work  with  perfect  harmony  and  satisfaction 
to  every  one.  All  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature 
has  not  formulated  a  law  to  which  some  o^jectioB 
could  not  be  taken. 

A  member  of  the  Court  said  :  I  would  like  to 
say,  to  show  there  cannot  be  very  much  in  these 
general  statements,  in  every  industrial  agreement 
that  has  been  filed  in  this  Court  preference  has 
been  given.  We  had  an  instance  of  it  yesterday 
in  the  Shipwrights'  dispute,  and,  in  fact,  the 
Court  pointed  out,  iu  making  the  common  nilc, 
they  might  have  to  make  some  slight  qualiSca- 
tion  in  that  preference  clause.  I  would  like  to 
encourage  the  parties  to  make  agreements,  and 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  if  all  the  em- 
ployers in  the  State  made  agreements,  they  would 
all  grant  preferoice  as  has  been  done  in  the 
past.  I  have  no  doubt,  if  the  two  parties  in 
the  catering  dispute  came  together  at  a  later 
stage,  and  tried  to  frame  an  agreement,  the  em- 
ployers would  grant  preference. 

That,  coming  from  so  high  an  authority,  is 
a  proof  that  statements  were  being  made 
which  were  absolutely  untrue,  and  it  should 
be  remembered  that  the  statements  were 
not  brought  before  the  Court  in  order  that 
they  might  be  inquired  into  with  a  vitw 
to  ascertain  whether  injury  had  been  done 
by  the  preference  granted,  which  might  be 
remedied.  In  view  of  the  discussion  which 
we  have  had  here  concerning  the  granting 
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of  preference  to  unionists,  that  statement  by 
Mr.  Justice  Cohen  will  probably  be  con- 
sidered important.  In  this  connexion  also, 
I  desire  to  quote  from  a  leading  article 
appearing  in  a  newspaper  published  in  my 
electorate.  The  quotation  will  show  the 
kind  of  men  who  are  in  some  places  educat- 
ing the  public  mind — journalists,  employers 
of  labour,  men  engaged  in  the  great  reform 
movement  now  being  backed  up  by  the  Reid- 
McLean  Administration,  the  anti-labour, 
anti-union,  and  anti-socialistic  movement. 

Mr.  Fuller. — Not  anti-labour. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— It  is  anti-labour  straight 
out,  and  if  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Illawarra  does  not  believe  in  that, 
he  has  no  right  to  sit  behind  the  present 
Government.  In  any  case,  the  honOTable 
and  learned  member  is  not  in  his  proper 
place  behind  the  present  Government,  because 
I  am  aware  that  he  has  democratic  ideas. 
In  the  recent  State  election  in  New  South 
Wales,  for  an  electorate  which  is  included 
in  my  own,  and  which  is  also  known  as  the 
Darling  electorate,  the  electors  did  a  ter- 
ribly wicked  thing,  in  the  eyes  of  some  per- 
sons by  selecting  a  labour  man  by  a  majority 
more  than  equal  to  the  votes  polled  by  his 
two  opponents. 

Mr.  HiGGiNs. — Who  was  he  ? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Mr.  J.  C.  Mehan,  the 
secretary  of  the  local  branch  of  the  Aus- 
tralian Workers'  Union.  I  may  add  that 
he  defeated  the  retiring  member,  Mr.  W. 
X.  Willis,  of  whom  some  honorable  members 
piesent  have  knowledge.  This  is  the  advice 
given  in  a  leading  article  by  the  Bourke 
Banner,  in  dealing  with  the  election: — 

We  now  advise  a  course  which  may  seem 
drastic,  but  which  alone  can  be  effective.  No 
employer  should  give  employment  to  a  member 

of  the  Australian  Workers'  Union  

Let  the  hundreds  of  auion  men,  to  whom  the 
union  is  their  God,  look  to  the  union  and  not  to 
the  capitalist  for  work  and  wages — for  food  and 
cloches  for  themselves  and  their  families. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — That  must  be  a  black 
banner. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Do  they  support  the  pre- 
sent Coaliti(»i  Government? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Of  course  they  are  of 
the  party  to  which  the  Coalition  Govern- 
ment belongs.  We  know  that  the  Prime 
Minister  has  quoted  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Tom  Mann,  as  reported  in  the  press,  and 
has  charged  them  to  the  members  of  this 
party,  and  if  I  followed  the  right  honorable 
gentleman's  example,  I  should  be  justified 
in  charging  him  and  his  party  with  sup- 
porting the  view  of  the  Bourke  Banner. 


Mr.  Robinson. — ^The  Victorian  members 
of  the  Labour  Party  in  this  Parliament  sub- 
scribe to  Mr.  Tom  Mann's  salary,  and  the 
honorable  member  knows  it. 

Mr.  Hughes. — That  is  absolutely  un- 
true. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — ^The  question  as  to  who 
pays  Mr.  Tom  Mann's  salary  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  matter. 

Mr.  Hughes. — I  desire,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
call  your  attention  to  an  interjection  made 
by  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Wannon,  in  which  he  declared  that  the 
members  of  the  Labour  Partv  

Mr.  Robinson. — ^Victorian  members. 

Mr.  Hughes. — ^That  the  salary  of  some 
person  outside  was  chargeable  to  the  mem- 
bers of  this  party. 

Mr.  Robinson. — I  did  not  state  what 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  West 
Sydnev  has  said.  What  I  said  was  that 
the  Victorian  labour  members  contributed 
to  the  expenses  of  Mr.  Tom  Mann's  pro- 
paganda. 

Mr.  Tudor. — ^That  also  is  absolutel) 
wrong. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  am  sorry  to  Have  to 
call  attention  for  the  second  time  in  one  day 
to  the  fact  that  conversations  carried  on 
across  the  chamber,  and  especially  in  a  loud 
tone  of  voice,  are  very  disorderly  and  must 
be  discontinued. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— If  this  is  only  one  of 
those  attempts  to  shunt  an  old  hand  off  the 
track,  honorable  members  opposite  ought  to 
know  by  this  time  that  it  cannot  be  suc- 
cessful. I  unhesitatingly  say  that,  adopt- 
ing the  same  form  of  logic,  I  should  be  jus- 
tified in  charging  honorable  members,  who 
are  associated  with  the  mo\*ement  to  which 
I  have  referred,  and  which  is  not  a  new 
movement,  but  is  only  specially  active  just 
i  now.  with  supporting  the  advice  of  the 
1  Bourke  Banner — which  I  have  quoted.  I 
am  sure  that  not  one  of  them  would  do  sa 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. — We  never  heard 
of  it  until  the  honorable  member  quoted  it 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  advice  given  is 
that,  because  a  man  has  chosen  to  exerdse 
the  franchise  in  a  certain  way,  he  snould 
be  prevented  f^rom  earning  a  living.  I 
make  the  quotation  that  4ionorable  members 
opposite  may  know  the  company  thty  are 
in.  There  i.%  an  old  Spanish  proverb 
which  savs,  "  Show  me  whom  you  are  with, 
and  I  will  tell  you  what  you  are." 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — Chinese. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley.— What  does  the 
honorable  member  know  .ibQut  it. 
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Mr.  SPENCE. — I  have  read  the  quotation 
to  show  honorable  members  the  organiza- 
tions which  are  behind  them  outside  of  Par- 
liament, and  what  they  are  prepared  to  do. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — On  a  point  of 
order,  Mr.  Speaker,  tiie  honorable  member 
fox  New  England  spoke  about  Chinese, 
and  I  wish  the  honori^le  member  to  say 
what  he  meant  by.  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — An  honorable  mem- 
ber has  a  perfect  right  to  make,  the  remark 
"  Chinese,"  and  I  do  not  know,  that  ajiy 
honorable  member  has  any  right  to  require 
that  he  should  explain  his  meaning. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  feel  sure  that  no 
member  of  the  House  would  advocate  this 
on  the  public  platform;  but  what  is  pro- 
posed has  been  dme  in  that  district  What 
is  set  oat  in  blade  type  was  acted  upon 
in  Victoria  in  the  last  State  election.  I 
have  had  experience  of  the  influence  of 
employers.  I  have  known  them  to  try  to 
coerce  men  to  vote  in  certain  directions. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Every  one  has  had 
that  experience  more  or  less. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Has  similar  influence 
ever  been  used  by  the  Labour  Party,  or  the 
labour  organizati(»is  ?  Has  ■  it  not  always 
come  from  the  class  which  is  now  being 
organized?  The  views  whidi  are  put 
forward  are  held  by  large  numbers  of 
these  persons,  though  not  by  all  of  them. 
Why  is  it  that  the  masses  were  denied  vot- 
ing power,  and  that  the  right  to  vote  was 
given  only  to  the  classes?  Why  was  pre- 
ference given  to  the  classes? 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — ^That  was  wrmig. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — Honorable  members  who 
have  opposed  the  granting  of  preference 
to  unionists  have  been  associated  with  those 
who  have  opposed  the  giving  of  a  vote  to 
every  adult.  The  members  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  of  Victoria  are  the  back- 
bone of  the  Employers'  Union.  They  not 
only  oppose  the  granting  of  the  suffrage 
to  women  in  the  State  elections,  but  tried 
to  prevent  the  effective  exercise  of  the 
women's  vote  in  the  Federal  elections.  I 
have  hitherto  let  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat  off  very  lightly;  but 
I  cannot  help  making  a  reference  to  some 
rather  characteristic  remarks  in  the  speech 
with  which  he  started  the  National  Organi- 
zation at  Ballarat.  Formerly  there  used  to 
be  a  National  AssociaticHi,  but  as  it  used 
to  be  termed  the  National  Ass.  for 
short,  it  fell  into  disrepute.  Speaking  at 
Ballarat,  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber   seemed    to    think    that  organi- 


zation was  a  good  thing  so  long  as 
it  was  not  too  effective.  While  it  was  only 
a  half-and-half  sort  of  measure,  it  appeared 
all  right ;  but  immediately  an  orgaruzation 
became  effective,  it  was  to  be  deiKMinced. 
That  seems  an  illogical  position.  If  it  is 
good  to  have  an  organization,  surely  the 
more  influential  and  perfect  that  organiza- 
tion can  be  made,  the  better  it  will  be. 
In  dealing  with  organizations,  what  has 
first  to  be  considered  is  their  objects,  the 
class  of  people  who  control  them,  and 
what  they  are  likely  to  do.  I  believe  in 
organizations  in  the  interests  of  all  classes. 
But  the  organization  of  whidi  I  am  speak- 
ing is  one  to  weld  together  those  who  are 
antagonistic  to  a  certain  section  of  the 
community,  not  because  of  anything  it  has 
done  or  proposes  to  do,  but  because  of 
something  it  is  alleged  to  be  likely  to  do. 
These  persons  belong  to  a  class  which  is 
necessarily  in  a  minority  everywhere,  yet 
they  wish  to  take  charge  of  public  affairs, 
and  to  shut  labour  men  out  of  Parliament. 
Still,  honorable  members  who  are  helping 
the  mo\'ement  have  the  want  of  coosdence 
to  tell  us  that  they  are  democrats,  and  to 
charge  us  with  being  class  representati^-es. 
We  could  not  obtsun  election  as  the  repre- 
sentatives of  a  class.  We  can  get  here 
only  by  securing  the  votes  of  a  majority  of 
our  constituents.  There  is  no  minority 
representation  about  us.  Is  it  likely  that 
the  members  of  this  or  of  any  other  Parlia- 
ment would  allow  a  small  section  to  dic- 
tate to  them,  if  they-  did  not  believe  in  the 
principles  of  that  secticMi?  The  legisla- 
tion which  has  been  passed  at  the  instance 
of  the  Labour  Party  has  been  passed  be- 
cause the  members  of  the  othN  parties  in 
the  House  believed  in  it.  The  present 
Government,  however,  is  reactionary.  Its 
only  object  is  to  keep  the  Labour  Party 
out,  not  for  anything  we  have  done,  or  are 
likely  to  do,  but  merely  to  retain  posses- 
sion of  office.  We  hear  a  great  deal  about 
minority  rule,  but  the  majority  of  the  pre- 
sent Government,  if  it  exists  at  all,  will  ha\'e 
to  be  very  tenderly  nursed,  to  use  the  ex- 
pression of  Senator  Drake.  Even  the  sup- 
porters of  the  Government  will  hardly  claim 
that  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Parkes  is  an  advanced  radical,  or  an  extreme 
democrat ;  but  the  difference  between  die 
two  parties  in  the  House  now  is  so  small 
that  he  can  control  the  destinies  of  this  two- 
headed  Goveri-ment.  If  he  clrooses  to  voie 
against  them,  where  will  they  be?  A  sec- 
lion  of  the  conglomerate  party  whidi  sup 
ports  the  Ministry  is  totally  opposed  to 
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certain  important  measures  of  which  a  ma- 
jority is  in  favour.  How  can  the  Gorem- 
ment  carry  out  a  programme  under  such 
circumstances  ?  The  House  has  fortunately 
been  divided  into  two  parties,  the  democrats 
on  this  side,,  and  a  mixed  party  on  the  other. 
For  some  of  the  supporters  of  the  Govern- 
ment there  may  be  salvation  even  yet.  We 
have  heard  before  of  the  open  door.  Well, 
the  new  party,  the  progressive,  go-ahead, 
radical  coalition,  has  an  open  door. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. — ^With  a  crimson 
carpet  leading  to  it. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— If  honorable  members 
come  to  us  we  will  give  them  liberty  of 
speech,  which  they  are  now  denied.  The 
difference  between  the  Iwo  parties  is  that 
the  methods  of  the  leader  of  the  Govern- 
ment are  the  methods  of  the  autocrats,  Avhile 
our  methods  are  those  of  democracy. 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — What  is  in  a  name? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— There  may  not  be  much 
in  a  name,  but  there  is  s(»nething  in  aaions. 
We  have  heard  a  denunciation  of  caucuses ; 
but  honorable  members  opposite  are  ruled 
by  one  man.  They  must  do  what  they  are 
told.  That  accounts  for  their  silence  at 
the  time  of  the  crisis,  when  they  could  not 
be  stirred  up  even  by  the  admittedly  power- 
ful invective  of  the  hwiorable  and  learned 
member  for  West  Sydney.  All  that  they 
were  allowed  to  do  was  10  make  personal  ex- 
planations. They  may  boast  of  freedom, 
but  they  have  no  conception  of  what  the 
word  means.  Thev  do  not  enjoy  freedom 
themselves,  and  will  not  give  it  to  others. 
On  the  occasion  to  which  I  refer,  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Werriwa 
got  up  to  speak,  and  was  pulled  down  by 
his  coat-tails,  while  the  honorable  mem- 
bers for  Parramatta  and  Robertson  were  al- 
lowed onTy  to  make  perscmal  observations. 
Although  our  party  Is  governed  by  caucus, 
we  have  proved  that  it  did  not  interfere  with 
the  late  Administration.  We  recognised 
the  older  methods,  which  are  supposed  to  be 
constitutional ;  but,  even  if  we  had  inter- 
fered, our  acticHi  would  have  been  more 
democratic  than  that  of  the  leader  of  the 
Government,  whan  honorable  members  fol- 
low so  blindly.  Now  th^  are  going  to 
follow  tuvo  leaders,  and  they  have  no  policy 
upon  which  they  are  solid.  How  the  Go- 
vernment could  carry  on  legislation  under 
existing  circumstances  is  a  mystery  which 
win  never  be  made  known,  because  they  will 
not  remain  long  enough  in  office  to  pass  any. 
Honorable  members  opposite  who  speak 
of  freedom  and  liberty  are  associated  with 
men  against  whom  I  have  been  fighting  for 


the  last  thirty-five  years.  The  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Ballarat  will 
admit  that  the  free-traders,  the  revenue 
tariffists  of  Victoria,  were  the  Conservative 
body  in  the  State,  even  in  the  days  of  Sir 
Graham  Berry.  Yet  they  are  the  men  with 
whom  the  supporters  of  the  Government 
have  been  associated  ever  since  the  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney  entered 
Federal  politics.  The  men  I  speak  orf 
are  not  like  the  free-traders  of  the  New 
South  Wales  school .  They  believe  in 
direct  taxation.  The  honorable  and 
learned  monber  for  Ballarat  was  associated 
with  Sir  Graham  Berry  in  fighting  these 
men ;  but  now  he  has  led  his  followers  into 
the  meshes  of  an  entanglement,  so  that  they 
are  associated  with  one  who  is  the  champion 
of  those  whom  we  have  fought  in  the  past, 
and  who  have  "  cruelled  "  Victoria.  I 
have  the  greatest  admiration  for  the  honor- 
able and  learned  gentleman,  and  I  regret 
that  tie  has  not  seen  the  danger  of  a  coalition 
with  reactionaries.  The  people  of  New 
South  Wales  do  not  fully  understand  what 
class  of  persons  they  are  who  in  Vic- 
toria call  themselves  free-traders.  WBat 
does  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs 
expect  from  such  a  following?  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Moira  is  now  supporting 
the  construction  of  the  Transcontinental 
Railway,  although  he  at  one  time  threatened 
to  stone-wall  all  night  the  proposed  authori- 
zation of  a  survey  of  the  line. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — Did  not  the  honorable 
member  once  serve  under  the  present  Prime 
Minister  ? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man has  now  joined  a  party  which  is  going 
to  carry  out  tnat  railway. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — ^Who  says  so? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber does  not  say  so,  why  is  he  sitting  on 
that  side  of  the  chamber?  What 
is  this  party?  We  had  three  parties 
in  the  House  previously,  but  how  manv 
parties  are  therd  now?  'l  am  inclined  to 
think  that  every  honorable  member  on  the 
other  side  is  a  party  in  himself.  The  Go- 
vernment have  introduced  a  condition  of 
pure  anarchy.  We  shall  now  have  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  how  it  will  work. 
We  have  not  yet  had  anything  like  anarchy 
in  Australia,  and  it  will  be  interesting  to 
see  how  it  will  operate  in  Parliament. 
According  to  the  statement  of  the  Prime 
Minister,  it  would  appear  that  every  one 
of  his  supporters  is  free  to  introduce  any 
Bill  he  likes,  and  to  vote  as  he  pleases. 
This  is  the  grand  result  of  the  operations 
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which  have  been  proceeding  for  the  last 
six  months  with  the  object  of  re-establishing 
ccmstitutionaj  government,  and  forming  a 
solid  party.  Fortunately,  there  is  one 
solid  party  in  this  House,  and  it  is  to  be 
found  on  this  side  of  the  chanAxr.  I 
hope  that  honorable  members  like  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Moira,  the  honorable 
member  for  Dalley,  the  honorable  and 
lelarn^  member  for  Illawarra,  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Eden-Monaro,  whom 
we  do  not  class  with  the  Conservatives,  will 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  they  are  not  in 
proper  company.  They  must  already  be 
feeling  very  uncomfortable.  They  should 
leave  the  ultra-Conservatives  to  themselves, 
and  take  their  proper  positions  in  the 
House.  We  are  going  to  do  our  best  to 
bring  about  the  truest  form  of  responsible 
government — in  fact,  we  shall  insist  upon 
it.  We  have  not  accomplished  very  much 
this  session,  but  the  Watscm  Government 
succeeded  in  settling  within  three  months  a 
question  with  which  the  previous  Govern- 
ment could  not  successfully  deal  in  three 
ye.irs.  Wc  may  as  well  devote  the  rest  of 
the  session  to  an  endeavour  to  place  mem- 
bers in  their  proper  iKisitions  in  the  House. 
I  would  commend  that  object  to  the  very 
serious  consideration  of  honorable  members 
opposite  whom  we  still  class  as  democrats. 
If  present  ccHiditions  are  allowed  to  exist 
much  longer  the  bad  company  in  which  they 
now  find  themselves  may  have  an  unfortun- 
ate effect  upon  them.  There  has  been  a 
great  deal  of  misrepresentation  and  mis- 
imderstanding  with  regard  to  the  pledge 
which  labour  representatives  in  this  House 
are  required  to  sign.  1  have  here  a  copy 
of  that  document,  and  I  may  as  well  read 
it  in  order  to  show  the  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Customs  how  the  Argus  sometimes  mis- 
leads the  pec^le.  That  newspaper  has 
made  it  appear  that  every  questicsi  is  dealt 
with  by  the  caucus,  whereas  the  cxily  ques- 
tions upon  which  we  are  pledged  to  our  c<;»i- 
stituents  are  embraced  within  what  is  called 
the  fighting  platform.  Many  of  the  plat- 
forms that  are  adopted  in  the  States  differ 
materially  from  the  fighting  platform 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of  the  Federal 
election.  The  former  embrace  proposals, 
some  of  which  are  admittedly  socialistic. 

Mr.  McDonald. — Ours  is  a  socialistic 
movement,  anvhow. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Yes;  but  what  I  wish 
to  emphasi2e  is  that,  in  relation  to  the 
pledge  signed  by  members  of  the  Labour 
Party,  we  go  to  the  country  upon  what  is 
called  a  fighting  platform.  There  were  seven 


items  in  the  last  platform,  and  we  were 
called  upon  to  subscribe  to  those.  Any- 
thing that  may  be  done  bv  outside  bodies 
can  have  no  effect  upon  representatives  in 
this  Parliament,  who  are  pledged  to  their 
constituents  upon  the  basis  of  the  fighting 
platform.  The  pledge  signed  by  members 
of  the  Labour  Party  refers  only  to  the 
matters  included  in  that  platform.  The 
fate  of  the  Ministry  is  not  included  in  that 
pledge.  We  can  vote  as  we  like  upon  mat- 
ters affecting  the  fate  of  a  Government, 
and  we  are  very  careful  to  act  according 
to  our  constitutitHial  powers.  The  pled^'e 
is  as  follows: — 

I  hereby  pledge  myself  not  to  oppose  any  se- 
lected labour  candidate.  I  also  pledge  myself, 
if  returned  to  the  Commonwealth  I'arliameDt,  to 
do  my  utmost  to  ensure  the  carrying  out  of  the 
principles  embodied  in  the  Federal  labour  phi- 
form,  and  on  all  such  questioos  to  vote  as  a 
majority  of  the  Federal  Labour  Party  may  de- 
cide at  a  duly  constituted  caucus  meeting  com- 
prised of  members  signing  this  or  a  similar 
pledge. 

Sir  John  Fobrest. — That  is  pretty  wide. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  pledge  is  confined 
wholly  and  solely  to  the  questions  upon  the 
printed  platform,  upon  which  we  run  our 
elections,  and  we  are  not  affected  by  any- 
thing which  Tom  Marm  may  say  or  which 
may  appear  in  a  labour  newspaper. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. — Will  the  honorable 
member  say  whether  the  fate  of  a  Ministry 
would  not  be  remitted  to  the  caucus  and 
decided  there? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— It  might  or  might  not 
Our  meetings  are  held  for  the  transaaitxi 
of  business,  and  we  can  discuss  anything 
we  like. 

Mr.   HirrcHisON. — ^What  is  wrong  with 

that,  anyhow? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— There  is  nothing  wrong 
about  the  caucus,  so  long  as  the  truth  is 
told.  In  fact,  our  system  is  so  good  that 
other  sections  of  the  community  have  been 
urged  to  adopt  similar  methods.  I  have 
been  astonished  to  hear  seme  men  praise 
our  methods  in  one  breath,  and  denounce 
ou:  organizations  in  another.  We  adhere 
strictly  to  our  policy  and  principles.  Wc  are 
not  like  the  Prime  Minister,  who  did  ever>- 
thing  he  could,  at  the  last  elections,  to 
smash  up  the  protectionist  party,  and  after- 
wards gave  way.  Our  party  fights  on — it 
never  stops  fighting.  It  does  not  matter 
whether  we  have  one  representative,  or 
twenty,  in  Parliament,  we  stand  or  fall  by 
our  polic}'.  The  Labour  Party  in  the  New 
South  Wales  Parliament  has  not  a  majority 
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at  present,  but  it  has  not  given  up  its  prin- 
ciples. It  is  because  we  have  stood 
to  our  principles  that  we  have  gained 
giound.  What  is  to  be  said  in  defence 
of  parties  like  the  protectionists  and  the 
free-traders  who,  under  c^tain  circum- 
stances, do  not  carry  on  their  fight.  In 
cases  where  coalitions  involve  the  giving 
up  of  principles,  they  must  eventually 
result  in  the  ruin  of  the  parties  ccxKemed. 
The  present  Government  will  certainly  go 
down  before  very  Icmg,  and  the  reactionary 
forces  behind  them  will  fall  to  pieces,  be- 
cause public  feeling  will  declare  itself 
against  them.  The  time  has  gone  by  for 
one-man  rule,  or  class  rule.  As  Harrisrai 
says,  the  day  has  come  when  the  onlv  class 
that  is  not  a  class  is  the  working  class.  We 
are,  in  fact,  all  workers,  and  yet  we  are  told 
that  the  Labour  Party  represents  only  a 
small  section  of  the  ccHnmunity.  Many 
sneers  have  beoi  directed  against  members 
of  the  Labour  Party,  but  I  would  point  out 
that  those  men  who  have  received  their  prac- 
tical training  in  connexion  with  trades  orga- 
nizations are  called  upon  to  exercise  the 
highest  abilities.  They  are  required  to 
work  for  others,  and  that  in  itself  is  calcu- 
lated to  widen  their  sympathies.  The  man- 
agement of  some  of  our  organizations  would 
tax  the  best  abilities  of  some  of  those  honor- 
able members  who  apparently  think  little  of 
our  qualifications  to  take  part  in  national 
affairs.  Some  of  the  most  difficult  prob- 
lems of  life  have  to  be  dealt  with  in  the 
trades  unimis,  questicHis  involving  the  means 
of  livelihood  of  thousands  of  men  and 
women.  The  men  who  grapple  with  these 
subjects  receive  a  training  which  fits  them  to 
deal  with  the  larger  questions  of  State  in 
Parliament,  and  we  can  affoid  to  ignore 
the  taunts  and  jeers  of  honorable  mem- 
bers who  have  not  by  any  means  shown 
themselves  to  be  heaven-born  states- 
men. It  has  been  persistently  represented 
that  one  of  the  effects  of  labour 
legisIaticHi  has  been  to  drive  capital  out  of 
the  country.  The  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Parkes,  and  other  supporters  of 
the  Govenunent,  are  never  tired  of  making 
assertions  of  this  kind.  I  now  wish  to  pre- 
sent some  facts  which  bear  upon  this  ques- 
tion, and  as  I  always  prefer  to  select  an 
opponent  as  an  authority,  I  propose  to  quote 
certain  figures  given  by  the  financial  editor 
of  the  Sydney  Daily  Telegraph,  who  is  a 
recognised  authority,  and  who,  when  he  does 
not  happen  to  think  of  labour,  which  is  a 
bugbear  to  him,  may  be  relied  upon.  The 
financial  statistics  for  the  year  1903  show 
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that  only  three  of  the  Australian  banks  were 
not  on  the  dividend  list.  For  the  first  time 
since  1892  the  London  Bank  of  Australia 
paid  a  dividend  at  the  rate  of  per  cent 
The  Australian  life  offices  did  increased 
business  to  the  extent  of ^^3, 163,117.  Dur- 
ing the  March  quarter,  the  amounts  held  by 
the  banks  of  New  South  Wales  at  current 
account  increased  by  ;£95o,ooo,  and  the 
coin  and  bullion  by  £6^5*000.  There  was 
a  decrease  in  the  advances  of  ;£85o,ooo, 
which  showed  that  the  public  did  not  require 
to  draw  upon  the  banks  as  mudh  as  formerly. 
The  June  quarter  showed  some  slight 
change.  A  considerable  amount  of  money 
was  transferred  from  current  account  to 
fixed  deposit.  The  reports  of  the  annual 
and  half-yearly  maetings  of  the  various  corn- 
parties  are  also  instructive.  Tooth  and  Co. 
Ltd.  declared  a  dividend  of  8  per  cent,  the 
total  amoimt  being  ^61,942  for  the  half- 
year.  The  North  Coast  Steam  Navigatitm 
Company  paid  a  dividend  of  6  per  cent  for 
tlie  half-year.  The  Wellingtcm  Meat  Expwt 
Co.  paid  a  dividend  of  8  per  cent ;  the  Aus- 
tralian Gaslight  Ca,  9s.  per  share. 
The  A.A.  Co.  showed  a  profit  for 
the  year  of  ^^61,022,  and  paid  a 
dividend  of  25s.  per  share.  The  Hetton 
Coal  Co.  paiid  a  dividend  of  6  per 
cent,  for  the  half-year;  and  the  Colonial 
Sugar  Refining  Co.,  about  which  we  have 
heard  a  great  deal,  paid  a  dividend  of  10 
per  cent.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  at 
the  meeting  of  the  last-named  company  the 
chairman  could  pot  renst  having  a  fling  at 
the  Labour  Party,  and  saying  something 
about  Socialism.  He  said  that  it  was  not 
proposed,  in  the  present  unsettled  state  of 
politics,  to  lay  out  any  more  money;  but 
when  he  came  to  give  details  with  regard  to 
the  working  of  the  company,  he  said  that 
they  had  sufficient  machinery  for  all  their 
requirements.  It  therefore  appeared  that 
there  was  no  necessity  to  spend  any  more 
money.  Messrs.  Elder,  Smith  and  Co.,  of 
Adelaide,  declared  a  dividend  and  bcmus 
amounting  to  9  per  cent.  The  Australian 
Joint  Stock  Companies*  year-book  for  1903 
shows  the  amount  of  capital  invested  in  New 
Zealand  and  the  Commonwealth  to  be 
^585,000,000.  This  was  a  smaller  amount 
than  was  invested  two  years  ago  by  about 
^^6,300,000.  The  reductions  in  mining  in- 
vestments amounted  tO;^i  2,300,000,  in  bank 
shares  to  ;^4,ooo,ooo,  and  in  debenture  is- 
sues of  trading  and  other  companies 
to  ;£4i90o.ooo,  making  a  total  of 
;^2i, 000,000.  The  writing  down  of  the 
capital   of  the   Midland ^ompany  of 
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New  Zealand,  and  the  dulness  in 
the  mining  industry,  accounted  for 
a  great  proportion  of  the  reduction. 
The  live  capital  of  the  whole  of  the  in- 
vestors of  Australia  increased  by 
;^3,9oo,ooo.  Mr.  Nash  points  out  that  it 
is  very  satisfactory  to  find  that  the  divi- 
dends exceeded  ^^23,000,000,  irrespective 
of  the  ^1,750,000  distributed  by  the  banks 
on  their  interert-bearing  deposits.  -The 
dividends  paid  were  267,000  more  than 
those  for  the  previous  year,  although  they 
were  declared  in  respect  of  a  smaller  capi- 
tal. Apart  from  State  debts,  there  is 
a  clear  'avefrage  of  5  per  cent.  These 
figures  show  how  ruinous  progressive 
legislation  must  be  to  capital !  The  figures 
relating  to  the  transactions  of  the  very  class 
which  make  an  outcry  against  democratic 
legislation  are  a  sufficient  answer  to  their 
allegations.  They  prove  that,  in  spite  of 
the  abnormal  drought  from  which  we  suf- 
fered in  1903,  capitalists  found  in 
the  Commonwealth  the  best  investments  in 
the  world.  Every  one  knows  what  a  very 
low  rate  of  interest  is  paid  in  other  parts 
of  the  world,  so  that  all  the  talk  of  indus- 
try being  ruined  by  labour  legislation — by 
such  measures  as  a  Conciliation  and  Arbi- 
tration Act — is  without  foundation.  The 
position  is  much  the  same  in  regard  to  the 
outcry  against  the  granting  of  preference  to 
unionists.  Mr.  Justice  Cohen  has  shown 
thak  there  is  no  foundation  for  the  state- 
ment made  from  time  to  time  that  the  pre- 
ference section  in  the  Conciliation  and  Ar- 
bitration Act  of  New  South  Wales  has 
worked  injuriously ;  and  he  has  pointed 
out  that  in  some  of  the  agreements  volun- 
tarily arrived  at  between  employers  and 
emploj'^s,  provision  is  actually  made  for 
preference  to  unionists.  I  do  not  intend 
to  stop  at  this  point.  Let  me  ^ve  the 
House  the  following  figures,  showing  the 
land  tax  and  income  tax  returns  for  New 
South  Wales— 


Land  Tax. 

Incoue  Tax. 

£ 

180^6  ... 

27,658 

i8<jb-7 

...  141,032 

305,316 

i8<)7-8  ... 

...  371,8-0 

180,103 

i8<)8-9  ... 

...  372,028 

182,330 

lSciq-oo    .  . 

...  395,604 

194,246 

I()00-OI  ... 

...     203, 18S 

222,453 

lu/oi-oi  ... 

...  306,208' 

211,871 

1902-03  ... 

...  320,654 

334,306 

If  the  people  were  not  receiving  dividends 
on  their  investments,  and  if  land  values  were 
not  increasing,  there  would  be  no  such  in- 
crease as  is  shown  by  these  figures.  Let  me 
take  another  test,  which  is  admittedly  a  very 
Mr.  S fence. 


sound  one,  in  determining  the  general  pn». 
perity  of  the  community.  I  refer  to  tbr 
Savings  Banks  returns.  I  shall  quote  thiw 
relating  to  the  Savings  Banks  of  New  South 
Wales,  and  I  may  add  that  a  similar  s(;>tr: 
of  atfairs  is  shown  by  the  returns  relatii,; 
to  the  Savings  Banks  in  other  States.  I'l 
1893  there  were  179,727  depositors  in  ih- 
Savings  Banks  of  New  South  Wales,  nhi!-: 
the  deposits  amounted  to  ;£6,S35.758. 
average  of  jC^^  7s.  4d.  per  depositw.  lis 
1902— the  latest  year  for  which  a  letum  is 
available — the  numbo:  of  deposit(Mrs  had  in- 
creise^l  to  323,312,  and  the  deposits 
_£i  2\425,464,  or  an  average  of  ^^38  8s.iod. 
per  depositor.  These  figures  do  not  slw-w 
that  those  who  lodge  deposits  with  the 
Savings  Bmks  are  being  ruined  by  labou; 
legislation. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Was  not  th 
limit  to   deposits   increased   between  th; 
periods  named  by  the  honwable  member? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— That  does  not  alter  the 
facts. 

Ml.    DucALD  Thomson. — It  ceitainiy 

does. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  recognise  that  it  is  i 
factor  which  must  be  considered  ;  but  these 
figures  show  that  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales  have  money  to  place  on  deposit.  The 
figures  which  I  have  quoted  have  been 
taken  by  me  either  from  Coghlan,  or  from 
artices  written  by  ^^r.  Nash,  of  the  Sydne\ 
Daily  Telegraph,  who  is  admittedly  a  sounrl 
financial  authority. 

Mr.  DucALD  Thomson. — The  increase 
of  the  limit  allowed  persons  of  larger  means 
to  become  depositors. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— That  does  not  alter  the 
fact  that  this  large  sum  of  money  exists  in 
the  country,  and  that  the  people  are  not 
being  ruined,  as  has  been  urged,  by  demo- 
cratic legislation.  The  number  of  diri- 
dend-paying  banks  has  gradually  increaseil, 
until  there  are  now  only  three  in  Australia 
that  are  not  on  the  dividend  list. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  fact  that 
the  limit  as  to  the  amount  of  deposit  has 
been  increased  throws  out  the  honorablc 
member's  average  per  head. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— That  is  so;  but  I  sim- 
ply wish  to  get  at  the  facts.  The  Labour 
Party  has  been  ccmstantly  misrepresented 
purely  because  of  political  considerations, 
and  I  may  say  that  Australia  as  a 
whole  has  been  subjected  to  the  same  treat- 
ment. If  we  wish  to  ascertain  one  of  the  main 
reasons  why  many  persons  are  not  induced 
to  come  to  Australia,  we  have  only  to  turn 

Digttjzed  by  GooQie 


MinisUrial         [8  September,  1904.]  Statement. 


44SI 


to  the  lying  statements  published  by  the 
great  daily  newspapers  of  Australia,  as  well 
as  the  false  statements  made  by  members 
of  their  staffs,  who  act  as  correspondents  for 
the  English  press.  It  is  our  duty  to  put 
forward  any  facts  which  conftovert  the 
false  statements  to  which  I  have  referred. 
I  have  been  Carefully  ncrting  Mr.  Nash's 
recent  comments  on  finance  and  trade,  but 
have  no  desire  to  quote  the  increase  which 
has  taken  place  in  land  settlement,  or  the 
immense  increase  in  the  shipping  trade  of 
New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. — Or  the  big  in- 
crease in  the  public  debt,  which  has  given 
us  much  of  the  capital  to  which  the  hon- 
orable member  has  referred. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — That  increase  is  not, 
after  all,  so  very  great.  In  any  case,  it  is 
included  in  the  investments  to  which  I  have 
referred.  Full  details  are  to  be  found  in 
the  Investor's  Year  Book.  On  referring  to 
the  Sydney  Morning  Herald' s  review  of  the 
operations  for  the  year  1903,  I  find  that 
within  a  radius  of  fifteen  miles  of  Sydney 
a  total  of  ;£3,020,793  was  expended  on 
buildings.  Let  me  give  honorable  members 
the  items  vhich  make  up  that  total.  Private 
enterprise — which  the  present  Govemment 
specially  represents — accounted  for  a  sum 
of  ^2,489,500;  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment spent  ^^257,871 ;  the  Harbor  Trust, 
^141,715 ;  the  Tramways  Department, 
^60,646;  the  City  Council,  the 
Public  Schools  Department,  £2-j,y5g;  and 
the  Fire  Brigades  Board,  j£S22.  These 
figures  are  in  themselves  a  sufficient  indica- 
tion of  the  extent  to  which  private  enterprise 
has  been  influenced  by  recent  legislation, 
and  show  that  the  assertions  which  have 
been  made  from  time  to  time  against  the 
Labour  Party  have  no  foundaticm.  They 
certainly  prove  that  remarkable  progress  has 
been  made,  within  a  fiftewi  miles  radius  of 
a  long  established  city,  during  a  time  of 
exceptional  drought,  and  notwithstanding 
the  operation  of  a  Conciliation  and  Arbitra- 
tion Act  Fortunately,  the  people  are  be- 
ginning to  realize  that  the  statements  made 
from  time  to  time  against  the  Labour  Party 
are  put  forward  only  to  serve  political  pur 
poses,  and  that  they  are  not  true.  I  cannot 
refrain,  however,  ifrom  quoting  an  article 
which  appeared,  some  little  time  ago,  in  the 
Sydney  Daily  Telegraph.  In  one  of  those 
rare  lapses  from  its  ordinary  line  of  policy, 
during  which  the  truth  slips  into  its  columns, 
it  published,  in  July,  1903,  the  following 
comments  on  a  cablegram  stating  that  capi- 


tal had  bem  frightened  out  of  France  by 
the  socialistic  tendency  of  legislation  in  that 
country : — 

Owing  to  the  socialistic  tendency  of  legislation 
in  France,  the  cable  excitedly  informs  us  that 
"  capital  is  leaving  the  coimtry."  Parbleu  !  As 
if  wc  were  likely  to  go  into  hysterics  about  it. 
We  are  not  going  to  scare  over  the  alleged  migra- 
tion of  capital  from  any  country.  We  have 
heard  about  it  too  often.  Never  in  the  memory 
of  the  oldest  inhabitant  has  any  rational  legis- 
lative proposal  been  made  in  this  State  without 
capital  girding  up  its  fat  loins  and  threatening 
to  leave  by  the  nest  boat.  In  England,  in  Ameri- 
ca, in  France,  everywhere,  it  is  the  same.  Capi- 
tal is  perpetually  on  the  wing.  The  mystery 
is  where  it  goes  to  when  it  leaves  the  country. 
Should  French  capital  go  to  England,  if  current 
stories  are  true,  it  will  meet  on  the  way  English 
capital  in  a  similarly  terror-stricken  state  Seeing 
from  enfranchised  democracy,  which  is  suspected 
of  lurking  round  the  political  comer  waiting  for 
a  chance  to  bludgeon  it  with  some  objectionable 
law.  Should  it  make  for  America,  or  Australia, 
or  Germany,  or  Russia,  it  will  be  met  by  the 
same  kind  of  outrush,  due  to  the  same  cause. 
Of  course  it  might  go  to  one  of  the  South  Ameri- 
can republics,  which  capital  never  seems  to  leave, 
it  being  all  used  up  in  the.  form  of  ammunition 
for  the  different  parties  who  abstain  from  obnoxi- 
ous legislation  to  shoot  each  other  with.  Capital, 
therefore,  keeps  away  from  those  places,  but,  as 
it  is  always  represented  as  bolting  incontinently 
fiom  everywhere  else,  where  it  goes  to  is  quite 
impossible  to  guess.  An  equally  perplexing 
conundrum  is  what  it  lives  on 'when  it  gets  there. 

This  article  neatly  summarises  the  posi- 
tion in  regard  to  the  hogy,  which  is  frcan 
time  to  time  trotted  out  in  Australia.  I 
have  not  much  more  to  say.  I  have  urged 
that,  in  the  interests  of  Australia,  and  hav- 
ing regard  to  the  well-being  of  all  classes, 
the  present  Government  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  remain  in  office.  I  have  referred 
to  the  attitude  taken  up  by  it  outside  this 
chamber ;  but  we  have  not  yet  4ieard  mem- 
bers  of  the  Government  say  in  this  chamber 
what  thev  have  said  outside.  No  explana- 
tion has  been  made  of  the  charges  levelled 
against  the  Laboiu-  Party.  Nothing  has 
been  said  of  the  assertion  that  the  Labour 
Party  is  a  gigantic  conspiracy  against  the 
welfare  of  the  community.  That  was  a 
very  serious  statement,  coming,  as  it  did, 
from  the  Prime  Minister  of  United 
Australia,  and  as  persons  charged  with 
conspiring  against  tHe  commcm  weal, 
we  are  entitled  to  have  a  fuller  explanatirai 
than  we  have  yet  had  from  him.  I  ha^'e 
proved  that  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
is  associated  with  outside  organizations 
which,  as  representing  a  class,  are  danger- 
ous to  the  welfare  of  tiie  community. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — That  is  where  the  real 
danger  lies. 
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Mr.  SPENCE.— Undoubtedly.  I  have 
shown  that  the  Government  are  not  in  touch 
with  the  people,  and  that  on  these,  among 
other  grounds,  we  are  justified  in  desiring 
to  oust  them  fnxn  office.  I  might  4iave 
otnnmented  more  fully  on  the  fact  that  we 
have  in  the  Prime  Minister  a  right  honor- 
able gentleman  who  has  made  so  many 
political  somersaults  that  one  is  inclined  to 
inquire  whether,  like  one  of  the  characters 
of  whidi  the  late  Robert  Louis  Stevenson 
wrote  in  so  interesting  a  mannerj  he  has 
a  dual  personality.  One  feels  tempted  to 
ask  whether  "  Dr.  Jekyll "  or  "  Mr.  Hyde  " 
is  to  rule.  Then  we  ought  also  to  have  scxne 
clear  intiniatifm  as  to  who  is  to  be  the  mouth- 
piece of  the  Government,  in  regard  to  all 
communications  to  His  Eircelloicy  the 
Governor-General.  I  remember  the  late 
Sir  Henry  Parkes  referring  on  more  than 
one  occasion  to  the  importance  of  having 
but  one  head  to  a  Government — (wie  who 
will  be  the  mouthpiece  of  the  Cabinet,  and 
consequently  of  Parliament,  in  all  repre- 
sentations to  the  Governor,  and  through 
him  to  the  British  Crown.  We  ^ave 
here  a  Federation  of  all  Australia. 
I  oould  make  a  quotation  showing  that  there 
was  a  certain  soisitiveness  on  tiie  pait  of 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  as  to 
what  his  colleague,  in  the  leadership  of  the 
Government,  should  be  saying  or  doing  with- 
out his  authority  or  consent.  In  the  cir- 
cumstances, we  ought  to  know  exactly  what 
the  members  of  the  Government  propose  to 
do,  and  oi  what  principles  they  are  going. 
They  have  told  us  that  every  aie  of  their 
number  is  to  do  as  be  likes  on  everything 
but  the  Trades  Marks  Bill. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^They  are  solid  on  the 
Trades  Marks  Bill. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— They  hope  to  gratify 
their  ambition  by  putting  the  Trades 
Marks  Bill  through  with  their  imprint — to 
show  that  they  were  in  office  for,  at  any 
rate,  a  short  time.  We  have,  however,  yet 
to  learn  that  they  are  solid  on  the  Trades 
Marks  Bill.  I  am  prepared  to  prophecy 
that  they  are  not  solid  on  any- 
thing but  what  I  have  emphasized  through- 
out my  address,  and  that  is  on  being  anti- 
labour.  "  Socialism "  is  only  a  bogy. 
There  is  no  more  in  it  than  there 
is  in  the  statement  we  often  hear  about 
driving  out  capital.  What  we  have  a  right 
to  be  judged  by  is  what  we  do,  and  what  we 
propose  to  do  in  our  platform,  and  not  by 
what  certain  people  choose  to  say  we  pro- 
pose to  do.   We  do  not  go  to  a  man's 


enemy  to  get  his  character,  ot  to  find  out  hii 
views.  If  we  desire  to  know  what  bis  views 
are,  we  go  to  him  direct,  and  it  is  urfair 
to  the  Labour  Party,  as  a  party,  as  it  would 
be  unfair  to  the  Govemment*  to  ask  oar 
opponents  what  are  our  views.  All  that 
the  members  of  the  present  Government 
have  done  so  far  has  been  to  set  up  a  bogy 
and  then  throw  stones  at  it.  The  speeches 
which  have  been  made  by  both  heads  of 
the  Government,  whether  they  are  called 
half,  or  double  Prime  Ministers,  have  been 
devoted  to  an  attack,  not  upon  vhiat  the 
Labour  Government  had  d(xie,  or  proposed 
to  do  as  a  Government,  but  upon  something 
founded  upon  misrepresentations  which 
have  been  made  outside  Parliament,  and.  in 
some  instances,  in  Parliament — something 
that  has  no  existaice.  except  in  the  imagina- 
ticm  of  some  honorable  gentlemen  opposite, 
or  of  those  outside  who  are  attempting  just 
now  to  prevent  an  accession  to  the  nimibers 
of  the  Labour  Party  in  the  event  of  a  dis- 
solution. They  may  as  well  attempt  to 
stop  the  tide  with  a  broom,  as  a  celebrated 
character  in  fid^  is  supposed  to  have  at- 
tempted to  do,  as  to  try  to  stem  the  tide  of 
democracy  in  the  Commonwealth.  People 
are  daily  becoming  more  educated,  and 
largely  through  the  propaganda  work  of 
the  Walpoles  and  Tom  Manns,  who  aie  all 
doing  some  good. 

Mr.  McDonald. — Tom  Mann  has  been 
one  of  the  best  organizers  we  have  e\-er 
had. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— That  is  so  We  stand, 
however,  on  the  economic  basis,  which  I 
have  quoted,  and  cm  that  we  shall  score 
every  time.  Honorable  members  opposite 
are  joined  to  the  reactionary  forces  that  are 
economically  a  hundred  years  behind  the 
age — in  the  Imperialistic  period,  the  period 
of  the  autocrat,  of  slavery,  and  of  sweat- 
ing. I  by  no  means  charge  every  honoraUe 
member  opposite  with  being  of  these 
classes,  but  I  speak  of  the  organizations 
which  are  the  mouthpieces  of  these 
classes.  Between  a  Government  represent- 
ing a  minority  and  people  w4io  believe  in 
Imperialism,  the  difference  is  only  one  of 
degree,  and  not  of  prindple.  Govern- 
ment by  a  second  Chamber,  elected  b«-  a 
minority  of  the  oxnmunity,  is  Imperialistic 
and  autocratic.  It  is  only  a  question  of 
degree.  We  in  this  Parliament  have  laid 
down  a  broad  franchise  tas  both  Cham- 
bers, and  it  is  wrong  Uiat  any 
Governmait  favouring  class  representation 
should  be  in  power  in  this  Parliament 
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for  a  day.  Those  who  vote  against  labour 
nien,  h(»iestly  believing  that  they  represent 
a  class,  do  right ;  but  we  say  that,  since  the 
Labour  Party  took  an  active  part  in  politics, 
we  have  denounced  class  legislation,  and  we 
came  into  existence  mainly  because  of  class 
legislation,  and  for  the  purpose  of  aboHsl^i- 
ing  it.  We  give  intelligent  and  close  study 
tn  these  questions,  and  we  are  not  likely  to 
fall  into  the  error  of  setting  up  something 
which  we  became  organized  to  knock  down. 
I  may  have  spoken  somewhat  warmly,  but 
honorable  members  will  know  that  I  have 
spoken  politically,  and  that,  personally,  I 
have  a  great  respect  for  all  honorable  mem- 
bers, and  for  all  htmest  differences  of 
opinion.  I  have  felt  that  we  have  readied 
a  time  when  serious  developments  external 
to  this  Chamber,  and  influencing  the  policy 
of  Parliament  within,  are  moving  with  great 
rapidity.  I  feel  that  the  Labour  Part>' 
are  in  duty  bound  now  to  make  the  de- 
parture which  we  are  making,  and  that  \rp 
should  no  Itwiger  say  to  the  present  Gc- 
^'emment,  as  we  have  said  to  past  Govern- 
ments— "  If  you  put  proper  legislation 
through,  it  will  be  all  right,  and  \ie  rhall 
not  care  by  what  name  you  are  labeVel." 
We  contend  that  the  present  is  an  alto- 
gether exceptional  case.  The  manner  bv 
which  the  present  Government  secured  of- 
fice, as  well  as  the  work  they  are  doing,  the 
people  with  whom  they  are  associated,  and 
their  whole  surroundings,  must  be  taken 
into  oxisideration.  In  our  opinicHi,  it 
must  be  detrimental  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  Commonwealth  to  allow  them  to  retain 
c&ce  for  one  day  longer  than  we  can  help, 
and  chiefly  because  they  propose  to  set  up 
class  rule  and  class  domination,  and  to 
bring  us  back  to  past  ideals  from  which  we 
hoped  we  had  for  ever  escaped 

Mr.  ISAACS  (Indi).— According  to  all 
laws  of  onnpensation,  after  the  very  able 
and  exhaustive  speech  delivered  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Darling,  covering.  I 
suppose,  nearly  all  the  ground  that  could 
possiblv  be  covered  at  the  present  juncture, 
it  ought  to  be  my  duty  to  limit  my  remarks 
as  much  as  possible.  I  shall  not  venture 
to  traverse  the  very  extensive  field  the  hon- 
orable member  has  so  ably  covered.  I 
shall  endeavour  to  confine  my  observations 
to  matters  not  less  far-reaching  perhaps  in 
their  eventual  results,  but  perhaps  a  little 
closer  to  our  present  circumstances.  I  feel 
that  we  are  standing  at  a  point  of  mo- 
mentous importance  to  the  whole  continent 
of  Australia.  Not  so  very  long  ago  there 
was  one  man  who,  not  out  of  any  love  for 


the  Empire,  and  not  out  of  any  good-will 
towards  its  future,  was  yet,  with  a  great 
amount  of  justi(%,  said  to  be  the  man  who 
did  more  to  create  and  pnmiote  a  manifes- 
t^ion  of  the  sense  of  unity  within  it  than 
any  other  man — I  refer  to'  t^e  late  Presi- 
dent Kruger.  In  the  same  way,  I  think, 
the  democracy  of  Australia  can  look  in  a 
certain  sense  with  gratitude  to  the  Prime 
Minister  as  being  the  man  who  has  been 
indirectly  at  all  events,  the  means  of 
initiating  a  movement  which  I  trust  will 
eventually  consolidate  all  the  progressive 
forces  of  the  CQpimixiwealth.  That  right 
honorable  gentleman  told  us  y^terday  liiat 
he  claimed  to  have  attained  aSce  legiti- 
mately. I  venture  to  dispute  that.  I  ven- 
ture to  repeat  what  I  said  not  so 
long  ago,  when  the  amenBment  of 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Corinella  was  before  the  Chamber,  that 
there  was  no  moral  justification  whatever 
for  the  way  in  which  the  late  Government 
was  turned  out.  I  say,  too,  that  the  gloss 
that  was  put  upon  that  transaction  last 
evening  by  the  Prime  Minister  is  not  justi- 
fied by  the  circumstances  as  they 
actually  occurred  in  this  House. 
We  know  perfectly  well  that  the 
Watson  Goverrmient  assumed  office,  not  by 
its  own  desire,  an3  not  of  its  own  choice. 
We  know  well  that  the  Labour  Party,  led 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Bland,  gave 
mo^  effective  assistance  to  the  Govern- 
ment I  had  the  honour  to  support,  and  which 
'was  led  bv  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat.  I  say  that,  throughout 
the  whole  course  of  this  Commonwealth 
Parliament,  the  Liberals  of  this  House  and 
of  this  country  must  have  observed  with 
gratitude  the  great  assistance  that  the 
Labour  Party  gave  to  us  time  after  time, 
when  we  sat  on  the  other  side,  and  when 
we  faced  the  Opposition  that  now  com- 
prises most  of  the  Ministerialists  in  their 
antagonism,  partly  avowed  and  partly  con- 
cealed, to  tHe  liberal  measures  we  brought 
forward. 

Mr.  McCay. — Honorable  members  have 
got  their  ^uid  pro  nuo  now. 

Mr.  McCoLL. — ^They  lost  us  our  duties. 

Mr.  Page. — Onlv  on  glue  pots. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — From  the  laughter  with 
which  it  has  been  received,  I  should  say 
that  that  ioke  appears  likely  to  stick.  But 
on  the  merits  of  the  observation,  I  do  not 
agree  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Echuca.  I  feel  sure  that  my  memory  serves 
me  aright  when  I  say  that  without  the  assis- 
tance of  the  Labour  Party,  we  should  never 
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have  been  able  to  make  the  Tariff  as  pro- 
tective as  it  is.  I  therefore  say  that  on 
that  question  of  the  Tariff,  as  well  as  on 
other  matters,  we  have  a  right  to  acknow- 
ledge with  gratitude  the  assistance  which 
the  Labour  Party  gave  to  the  Liberal  Party 
in  this  House.  I  desire  to  say  that  shortly, 
because  it  leads  to  what  I  was  saying  be- 
fore, that  the  amendment  moved,  not  by  the 
leader  of  the  Labour  Party,  but  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Wide  Bay,  and  moved 
by  that  honorable  gentleman  so  as  to  sig 
nify  to  the  then  Government  that  it  was  not 
a  hrotile  motion  by  the  Labour  Party,  was 
moved  and  carried — and  I  voted  against 
it — ^merely  because  there  was  a  conscien- 
tious belief  in  it,  and  not  because  the  Labour 
Partv  wished  to  displace  the  Deakin  Go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  Fisher. — ^We  stated  so  at  the  time 

Mr.  ISAACS.— The  Government  of  the 
day,  of  course,  had  a  perfect  right  to  take 
the  action  they  did  take.  The  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Ballarat,  who  was 
then  leader  of  the  Government,  announced 
previously  that  he  would  retire  if  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wide  Bay  were  carried,  and  the 
honorable  and  learned  gentleman  honorably 
kept  his  promise.  I  did  not  agree 
with  him  about  the  making  of  that 
promise,  but,  of  course,  we  know  that  he 
always  keeps  his  word,  and  he  kept  it  hon- 
orably on  that  occasion.  The  honcffable 
member  for  Bland  was  sent  for.  He  as- 
sumed office  gallantly  and  well,  and  he  and 
his  Government  ought  to  have  been  judged- 
by  their  poIic\'  and  their  work.  But  they 
were  not.  The  present  Prime  Minister  has 
asked  that  he  shall  be  judged  by  his  policv 
and  his  work.  Bv  his  policy,  such  as  it 
is,  he  may  be  easily  judged,  and  I  intend 
to  devote  a  few  words  to  it  a  little  later  on. 
The  labour  Government  was  not  fairly 
treated.  They  did  not  receive  the  fair  oppor- 
tunity which  they  were  promised.  They  were 
not  faced  with  a  direct  motion  of  want  of 
confidence.  They  were  not  defeated  upon  a 
motion  upon  which  thev  were  openly  chal- 
lenged, and  upon  which  thev  and  their  de- 
fenders could  place  lx?fore  the  country  their 
merits.   Thev  succuml)ed  to  a  side  thrust. 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — They  chose  their  own 
battle-ground. 

Mr.  ISAACS, — iA  motion  was  moved 
which  has  been  said  to  have  been  a  chal- 
lenge upon  the  battle-field  selected  by  the 
Go\'emment.  but  it  was  not.  I  was  not 
here  to-day  when  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion made  his  speech,  but  I  understand  that 


he  has  denied  that  assertion,  and  I  venture 
to  support  what  he  said.  The  test  of  the 
matter  is  this:  If  he  had  never  staked  the 
oflficial  existence  of  his  Government  upon  a 
particular  question,  the  effect  would  have 
been  the  same.  It  is  of  no  use  to  tell  u.<.. 
in  the  endeavour  to  throw  dust  in  the  ejts 
of  the  country,  though  that  cannot 
done  successfully,  that  the  late  Government 
was  defeated  up(Xi  a  battle-ground  selected 
by  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of  it.  Uliat 
he  said  was  unmistakable :  '*  I  will  ask  th.'-r 
this  question  be  reconsidered  by  the  House." 
meaning;,  of  course,  that  it  should  be  dealt 
with  in  Committee  on  its  merits.  He  did 
not  for  a  moment  anticipate,  and  we  none  of 
us  anticipated,  that  a  gross  insult  would  be 
hurled  at  his  Government,  under  which  no 
Administration  could  maintain  office.  The 
late  Government  was  defeated,  not  uprm 
a  field  of  battle  selected  by  its  Prime  Minis- 
ter, but  upon  a  field  of  battle  selected  hv 
those  who  acted  irrespective  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  of  the  merits  of  the  question  at 
issue,  and  were  moved  only  by  the  deter- 
mination to  turn  out  of  office  men  whom 
they  thought  were  usurpers  of  the  Treasury 
benches,  and  almost  interlopers  in  this 
House- 
Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — I  do  not  think  it 
troubled  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
much. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— The  Postmaster-General 
feels  the  prickings  of  conscience,  and 
cannot  keep  quiet.  His  uneasiness  shows 
the  justice  of  what  I  am  saying — that  the 
Government  was  defeated  because  of  the 
stern  determination  to  eject  at  all  hazards 
and  at  any  cost  what  some  honor- 
able members  contemptuously  termed 
the  Labour  Government.  That  is  un- 
mistakably the  whole  truth  of  the 
matter.  It  has  not  been  proved  that 
the  present  Government  came  into  office  in 
a  le^timate  fashion.  I  say  more  than  that. 
When  the  right  honorable  gentleman  for 
East  Svdney  asserted  that  his  Govemmctt 
came  into  office  in  ordinary  legitimate 
fashim,  he  immediately  proceeded  to  recog- 
nise the  weakness  of  his  position.  He 
had  not  then  disclosed  how  weak  the  in- 
ternal position  of  the  Government  was.  h;;- 
he  recognised  that  the  House  is  evenK 
divided,  and  he  threatened  it  with  a  dissolu- 
tion. 

^fr.  Sydney  Smith. — He  did  not  do  an\ 
thing  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  ISAACS.  —  That  was  a  \-er\-  had 
way  to  begin.  Those  on  this  side  of  the 
chamber  do  not  fear  a  dissolution.  The 
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present  leader  of  the  Opposition  asked  for 
one,  and, we  should  have  been  tmly  too 
l)le.ised  to  allow  the  country  to  speak  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Robinson. — We  know  better  than 

tliat. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — I  venture  to  say  that  it 
was  a  source  of  intense  relief  to  many  of 
my  honorable  friends  opposite  when  the 
Ciover nor -General  refused  to  grant  a  dis- 
solution. Not  only  was  the  observation  of 
the  Prime  Minister  a  weak  one,  but  it  may 
turn  out  to  be  a  very  fallacious  one. 

Mr.  Johnson. — What  aixjut  the  telegram 
which  was  produced  in  the  train? 

Mr.  ISAACS. — I  understand  that  my 
honorable  friend  was  very  glad  that  that 
telegram  was  not  true.  It  was  a  great 
relief  to  him. 

Mr.  Henhy  Willis. — So  it  was  to  the 
Labour  members. 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — ^And  to  the  Liberal  Pro- 
tectionists. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— I  do  not  wish  to  inter- 
rupt the  speeches  of  other  honorable  mem- 
bers; but  at  the  same  time  I  should  like 
lo  continue  my  own.  Not  cxily  was  the 
observation  of  the  right  honorable  member 
for  East  Sydney  a  weak  one,  but  it  may 
prove  to  be  a  fallacious  one,  because  I  be- 
lieve that  before  many  days  have  passed 
i^  will  be  found  that  not  only  are  there 
but  two  parties  in  the  House,  but  that  one 
of  them  has  become  much  larger  than  it 
now  is.  I  believe  that  before  very  long 
some  of  those  with  whom  I  have  been  proud 
to  be  associated  will  see  that  their  proper 
place  is  on  this  side  of  the  chamber,  and 
will  not  longer  remain  away  from  those 
with  whom  they  have  worked  for  years.  I 
have  no  word  to  say  against  them, 
but  I  believe  they  must  feel,  as 
was  said  by  the  honorable  member  who 
preceded  me,  that  they  are  now  in  bad 
company,  and  are  associated  with  a  party 
against  whom  they  have  fought  well  and 
valiantly  ever  since  the  Felderal  Parlia- 
ment came  into  existence.  They  must  see 
that  they  cannot  remain  where  they  are 
without  going  back  on  their  principles.  I 
do  not  blame  the  Prime  Minister  for  what 
he  did.  It  was  perfectly  legitimate  to  him 
and  for  some  of  his  colleagues,  to  attempt 
t(i  gain  office.  From  the  moment  that  they 
first  entered  this  Chamber,  they  have  dis- 
played in  the  most  open  and  candid  man- 
ner their  intention  to  displace  any  Govern- 
ment exhibiting  any  tendency  to  liberal 


principles,  and  they  have  twice  succeeded 
in  doing  so.  I  very  much  regret  that  they 
have  been  assisted  by  some  of  my  friends. 

Mr.  Johnson. — ^That  is  not  a  correct 
statement  of  the  facts. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — It  is  a  perfectly  correct 
statement,  and  will  be'  indorsed  by  the  vast 
majority  of  the  electors. 

Mr.  Sydney  Suith. — Time  will  tell. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — If  any  proof  needed, 
we  know  the  course  which  they  adopted 
during  the  Tariff  discussions,  the  attitude 
they  assumed  in  regard  to  the  lascars,  and. 
lately,  in  spite  of  the  extraordinary  and 
almost  impossible  explanation  of  the  Min- 
ister of  Trade  and  Customs,  in  regard  to 
the  Chinamen. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — That  is  not  worthy 
of  the  honorable  and  learned  member. 

Mr.  McLean. — Does  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  doubt  the  explanation 
given  to-day? 

Mr.  ISAACS.— No;  I  do  not  doubt  it. 

Mr.  McCoLL. — He  did  not  hear  it. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— I  understand  that  the  ex- 
planation was  that  nothing  will  be  done 
without  the  approval  of,  and  consulta- 
tion with,  the  Queensland  Goveriunent.  Am 
I  right  in  stating  that  that  was  the  explana- 
tion ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Certainly  not. 

Mr.  Robinson.  —  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  is  entirely  wrong. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— I  have  stated  what  I  un-  • 
derstood  to  be  the  explanation,  and  I  say 
that  it  was  improbable  and  almost  impos- 
sible. 

Mr.  McLean. — Does  not  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  know  that  the  Com- 
monwealth Government  has  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  the  movements  of  Chinese 
from  one  State  to  another? 

Mr.  ISAACS. — I  know  that  my  honor- 
able friend,  who  is  a  distinguished  member 
of  the  present  Government,  made  a  very 
strong  statement  about  the  matter. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — This  is  small. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — I  am  anxious  not  to  do 
an  injustice  to  my  honorable  friend ;  but  I 
asked  an  honorable  member  what  the  ex- 
planation was,  and  I  was  informed  that  it 
was  that  nothing  Avould  be  done  without 
consultation  with,  and  the  consent  of,  the 
Queensland  Government. 

Mr.  McLean. — Whoever  told  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  that  was  playing 
with  him, 
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Mr.  ISAACS. — My  observadcm  was  made 
on  the  ba$is  of  that  statement  being  correct 
But  while  I  do  not  blame  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  East  Sydney  for  his  ob- 
jects, I  blame  him  for  his  methods.  The 
mode  by  which  he  obtained  office,  as  hon- 
orable members  know  well,  is  a  matter  of 
exultation  to  all  the  Tories  in  Australia. 
That  in  itself  should  be  a  sufficient  indica- 
tion to  those  of  ray  liberal  friends  -who  are 
unfortu^te  enough  to  be  sitting  on  'the 
other  side  of  the  Chamber,  of  the  need  for 
mistrusting  the  right  honorable  gentleman. 
The  explanation  which  he  has  given  we 
do  not  and  cannot  believe  to  be  the  true 
one.  We  were  told  that  this  is  to  be  a 
Government  of  equality,  the  Prime  Minister 
and  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  be- 
ing equal ;  but  we  do  not  and  cannot  under- 
stand it.  If  the  fiscal  question  is  dead 
and  buried,  what  is  the  necessity  for  a 
double-headed  Government? 

Mr.  Kelly.— Or  a  double-headed  Op- 
position. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — There  are  more  than  two 
or  three  in  the  Oppositicm.  If  the  fiscal 
question  is  dead  and  buried,  why  this  selec- 
tion of  free-traders  and  protectionists  as 
such,  with  an  alleged  equality?  Why  are 
the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs  acting  like  the '  two 
Dromios? 

Mr.  Fkazer. — And  why  has  a  sop  been 
thrown  to  the  people  of  Australia  by  giving 
a  protectionist  the  portfolio  of  Trade  and 
*  Customs? 

Mr.  ISAACS. — ^When  we  come  to  deal 
with  this  farce  of  a  fiscal  truce,  we  wish 
for  an  explanation  of  this  supposed  equality 
between  two  Ministers,  an  equality  which 
we  have  evidence  does  not  exist.  Like  the 
two  Drranios,  in  the  Comedy  of  Errors, 
they  say — 

We  came  into  thli  world  like  brother  and 
brother.  ■ 

And  now  let's  go  hand  in  hand,  not  one  before 
another. 

And  yet  the  first  dBcial  act  of  cme  of  these 
brothers  was  to  issue  a  manifesto  that  the 
other  brother  said  he  knew  nothing  about. 
The  least  we  could  ha\-e  had  was  a  counter 
manifesto  from  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs.    Why  did  we  not  have  that  ? 

Mr.  Johnson. — ^Why  did  we  not  have 
three  manifestoes  from  the  three  leaders  op- 
posite ? 

Mr.  ISAACS. — We  have  had  one  mani- 
festo, which  1  think  will  suffice  for  the 
people  of  Australia.  If  the  leaders  of  the 
Government  are  equal  in  all  things,  are  diey 


equal  in  their  opinions?  They  are  equal 
in  one  respect.  My  honorable  friend,  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  referred  to- 
night to  the  subject  of  land  taxation.  Let 
me  remind  him  that  his  leader — no,  his  equal 
— the  Prime  Minister,  introduced  a  land  tax 
into  the  New  South  Wales  Parliament,  and 
that  he,  whilst  a  member  of  the  Govermnem, 
to  which  I  had  the  honour  to  belong,  and 
wiiich  was  led  by  the  present  Treasurer, 
made  a  very  powerful  and  eloquent  speech 
in  favour  of  a  land  tax. 

Mr.  McLean. — A  land  tax  may  be  justi- 
fied for  legitimate  revenue  purposes. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— Of  course;  undoubtedly. 

Mr.  McLean. — But  not  for  ccxifiscatioo. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— Certainly  not.  Ortho- 
doxy is  our  doxy,  heterodrocy  is  some  one 
else's.  Undoubtedly.  When  I  heard  my 
honorable  friend  reproach  the  Labour  Party 
with  wanting  to  impose  a  land  tax,  it  struct 
me  as  remarkable  that  he  should  be  asso- 
ciated with  a  free-tiade  league,  one  of  whost: 
planks  is  to  impose  a  single  tax  upon  the 
people  of  this  country — upon  the  land- 
owners of  this  country.  My  surprise  was 
the  greater  when  I  remembered  also  that  mv 
honorable  friend  almost  electrified  the  Vic- 
torian Assembly  in  this  very  chamber  by  his 
eloquent  suppcvt  of  the  '-and  tax  

Mr.  McCoLL.  —  Hie  honorable  and 
learned  member's  Government  introdnoed  a 
land  tax  into  the  Victorian  Parliament. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — I  have  just  said  so;  and 
I  think  my  hcmorable  friend  supported  it. 
The  Prime  Minister  and  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs  are,  therefore,  equals  in 
so  far  as  land  taxation  is  ccmcemed.  Are 
they  equals  in  Socialism  also  ?  I  am  not  go- 
ing to  accuse  my  hcmorable  friend,  the  Min- 
ister of  Customs,  of  that.  I  propose  to  read 
the  words  of  the  Prime  Minister  with  r^ard 
to  Sodalism.  I  quote  from  the  Argut  of 
a  few  days  ago,  31st  August,  containing  a 
report  of  a  speech  of  the  right  honorable 
gentleman,  addressed  to  fanners  in  the  As- 
sembly Hall  in  Collins-street.  That  was  a 
typical  "Yes-No  "  speech.  But  if  he  sa>-s 
he  is  opposed  to  Socialism  I  must  refer  him 
to  this  speech.    This  is  what  he  said— 

My  belief  contains  two  ideals.  I  believe  that 
it  is  a  true  ideal  of  politics  to  use  national 
power  in  every  conceivable  way  to  advance  the 
happiness  and  wealth  of  the  community. 

What  Socialist  ever  said  more?  That  is 
ideal  No.  i.  Now  I  come  to  ideal  Na  r. 
which  is  divided  into  two  parts — Yes  and 

No. 

But  I  have  another,  and  that  is  to  leave  indi- 
vidual energies  and  powers  of  the  commimitj^ 

He  did  not  say  the  word^  free," 
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Mr.  Johnson. — ^That  is  what  he  meant, 
though. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— I  shall  read  what  he 
said — 

To  leave  individual  energiet  and  powers  of 
the  community  as  free  as  you  can  consutent  with 
proper  national  legislation. 

I  ^ould  like  to  ask  if  any  member  in  this 
House  has  ever  said  anything  worse,  or  any- 
thing better  than  that? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Then  why  are  the 
Tories  jubilating,  as  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  said  just  now  ? 

Mr.  ISAACS. — I  did  not  say  they  were 
jubilating  over  that.  They  may  be  jubilat- 
ing over  the  "  Yes  "  part  of  it,  but  not  over 
the  "  No  "  part  of  it.  We  were  told  by  my 
h(xiorable  friend  that  the  desire  for  na- 
tional legislation  marked  the  Labour 
Party,  and  I  want  to  ask  what  on  earth 
the  Prime  Minister  meant  when  he  ad- 
dressed the  farmers  of  the  country  in  those 
terms.  Having  achieved  his  object  by 
turning  but  the  Govenunent,^  the  Prime 
Minister  in  his  anxiety  to  go  on  with  the 
business,  after  having  wasted  the  time  of 
the  coimtry,  asked  for  three  weeks'  respite, 
which  was  granted,  in  order  to  enable  him 
to  frame  a  policy.  And  what  a  statesman- 
like prcxiouncement  we  had  yesterday. 
Surely,  we  expected  something  better.  I 
venture  to  say  that  there  was  not  a  gleam  of 
originality  in  it,  and  not  a  gleam  of  hope 
for  this  great  continait 

Mr.  Hughes. — Except  for  a  recess. 

Hr.  ISAACS.— Of  course,  we  knew  per- 
fectly well  beforehand  that  protectim  was 
sacrificed. 

Mr.  McCoLL. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member  has  done  that. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— We  have  done  that?  We 
have  heard  of  the  fable  of  the  wolf  and  the 
lamb,  and  on  the  Government  side  of  the 
chanlber  we  see  the  exemplificaticm  of  it. 
We  know  perfectly  well  that  the  one  great 
principle  for  whidi  the  houOTable  member 
for  Echuca  has  stood  up  in  this  House  and 
outside  of  it  iias  been  surrendered  by  him. 
We  know  perfectly  well  that  the  great  prin- 
ciple which  held  the  Liberal -Protectionist 
Party  together  was  surrendered — to  whom? 
To  a  defeated  foe,  to  a  leader,  able,  elo- 
quent, and  strategic — a  man  for  whose 
power  of  overcoming  diflScuit  situations  we 
must  all  have  the  greatest  admiration. 
We  all  know  perfectly  well  that  he  has 
acknowledged  himself  in  this  House  to  have 
been  beaten  on  the  fiscal  question.  Where 
was  the  necessity  to  enter  into  a  truce  with 
a  beaten  foe? 

7  Q 


Mr.  DuGALD  Thohson. — The  honorable 
and  learned  gentleman  went  to  the  coun- 
try on  the  truce. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— And  we  came  back 
triumphant. 

Mr.  McLean. — And  then  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  abandoned  the  ques- 
tion upon  which  he  went  to  the  country. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— I  shall  show  my  hon- 
orable friend  who  abandoned  the  question. 

Mr.  McLean. — ^Those  who  went  to  the 
country,  and  advocated  fiscal  peace,  and 
came  back  and  advocated  fiscal  strife. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— I  should  like  to  know 
in  what  way  I  ever  pledged  myself  to 
fiscal  peace  or  fiscal  strife.  I  am  perfectly 
willing,  although  I  am  in  no  way  pledged 
on  the  subject,  to  stand  by  my  honorable 
friends  of  the  protectionist  party,  and  say 
that  there  was  a  proposal  of  fiscal  peace.  But 
I  want  to  know  what  is  the  meaning  of  fiscal 
peace.  I  shall  tell  honorable  members 
what  that  fiscal  peace  meant.  It  meant 
this,  that  the  contest  in  Australia  between 
the  policy  of  free-trade  on  the  one  side,  and 
the  policy  of  protection  on  the  other,  was 
decided.  There  was  to  be  no  more  strug- 
gling as  to  which  policy  was  to  be  trium- 
phant. We  had  erected  the  standard  of 
protection,  and  that  flag  was  to  fly  all  over 
Australia.  When  the  Prime  Minister,  in 
Sydney,  taunted  the  protectionists  of  Aus- 
tralia, and  said  that  they  had  that  "tired 
feeling,"  and  that  they  dared  not  raise  the- 
protectionist  flag  before  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia, we  dared  to  do  so,  and  the  people 
supported  us.  Thej'  declared  that  there 
should  be  a  pause  in  the  great  struggle 
between  the  protectionists  and  the  free- 
traders, and  that  the  protecticmist  flag 
should  still  continue  to  wave.  But  they 
never  said  that  in  this  declaration  of  peace 
between  two  warring  camps  any  details 
of  protection  should  remain  unattended  to. 
They  never  said  that  in  this  protectionist 
domain  if  wrong  were  (tene  in  any  case  it 
should  not  be  righted. 

Mr.  McLean. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member  should  turn  to  the  gal- 
leries, and  not  to  the  House,  with  that 
storv. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— The  Minister  feels  the 
pinch.  He  sees  how  thin  is  the  covering 
over  himself  in  this  regard,  and  feels  that 
this  is  cutting  verv  close  to  him.  I  venture 
to  say  that  in  his  calm  nuxnents  he  will 
admit  that  no  one  on  the  whole  of  this  co>i- 
tinent  dreamt  that  any  protectionist  was 
sent  here  with  a  mandate  to  allow  indus- 
tries to  bleed  to  death,  machinery  to  remain 
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idle  and  rust,  and  people  to  starve.  There 
was  no  such  mandate  as  that,  and  I  aru 
going  to  prove  it  out  of  the  mouths  of  the 
Prime  Minister  and  our  esteemed  friend — 
for  he  is  esteemed  wherever  he  may  sit — 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bal- 
larat.  I  propose  to  prove  out  of  their  jcnnt 
rmniths  that  there  was  no  mandate  svch  as 
we  have  heard  ol. 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member's  name  appears  in  the  list, 
published  in  the  Age,  of  supporters  of  fiscal 
peace. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — ^In  the  sense  I  have  oaen- 
tioned,  I  agree  to  that.  We  were  told  by 
the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Postmaster- 
General — who,  no  doubt,  helped  to  frame 
that  famous  suggestedi  convention  between 
the  Prime  Minister  and  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat — that  theru 
was  a  mandate  from  the  country  that  the 
protectionists  were  to  ground  their  arms, 
and  I  shall  prove  from  their  own  wwds 
that  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind.  I  shall 
read  the  terms  of  the  pn^xned  alliance 
between  the  protectionist  and  free-trade  pai- 
ties.  They  will  be  found  in  the  journals  of 
May  19th.  One  of  the  terms  was  a  pro- 
posal for  two  years'  fiscal  truce.  If  the 
constituencies  of  Australia  had  ordered  a 
fiscal  truce,  how  could  the  two  parties  sug- 
gest an  agreement  for  such  a  truce?  How 
could  the  members  of  this  House  come  for- 
ward and  say,  "  True  it  is  that  the  con- 
stituencies have  OMunanded  peace^  but 
we  shall  deliberate  whether  or  not  there 
shall  be  peac&"  Now  what  was  the  pro- 
posal?    It  was — 

The  Tariff  not  to  be  altered  in  any  respect  dur- 
ine  the  presmt  Parliament  without  the  consent 
01  both  partiei  in  the  Ministry. 

Mr,  McLean. — What  was  the  verdict  in 
our  room  when  this  was  announced? 

Mr.  ISAACS.— I  shall  answer  that. 

Mr.  McLean. — The  verdict  was  that  the 
country  had  already  decided  the  question. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order  I  The  Minis- 
ter of  Trade  and  Customs  has  already 
spoken.  If  he  has  been  misrepresented 
he  will  have  an  opportunity-  to  explain 
later  on.  X  must  ask  him  to  refrain  from 
interrupting  the  speaker  in  possessitm  of 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— I  shall  answer  the  Mini- 
ster's question.  The  verdict  was  that  the 
protecticmists  had  nothing  to  gain  by  such 
an  agreement — that  we  Iwd  won  the  dav. 

Mr.  McCay.— Oh,  no  I 


Mr.  ISAACS.  —  I  say  unhesitatingly, 
that  it  was  pointed  out  that  we  should 
gain  nothing  by  it,  but  that  the  free-traders 
would. 

Mr.  McCav. — Because  the  country  had 
already  decided  that  the  Tariff  should  not 
be  touched  for  three  years.  Every  mem- 
ber at  that  party  meeting  said  so. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— We  said,  undoubtedly, 
that  we  had  nothing  to  gain,  and  that  a 
beaten  party  was  proposing  terms.  We  re- 
fused to  accept  them. 

Sir  John  Fobsest. — Some  members  said 
that,  but  not  every  one. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — The  decision  was  that 
the  protectionist  party  should  stand  together 
in  its  full  integrity,  that  it  should  not  ally 
itself  with  one  side  or  the  other.  That 
was  tiie  dedsion  that  was  arrived  at  imani- 
mously,  and  which  ought  never  to  have  been 
departed  from.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  has  statsd 
what  was  in  his  mind.  I  am  only  men- 
tioning what  was  in  mine.  At  a  meeting 
such  as  that  various  views  are  expressed, 
^nd  one  can  only  give  his  own 
impression  as  to  what  toc^  place. 
But  I  have  here  something  in  writing.  It 
shows  the  views  of  the  two  leaders. 

Mr.  Fisher.- Was  it  drawn  up  subse- 
quently ? 

Mr.  ISAACS.— No,  it  was  made  at  the 
time  of  the  proposed  compact.  It  is  re- 
markable that  the  words  **  fiscal  truce  *  ap- 
pear in  this  as  well  as  in  the  present  pro- 
gramme. Before  I  part  frran  this  question, 
I  should  like  to  refer  to  one  matter  that  was 
provided  for  in  the  proposed  prograxxiroe. 
but  which  is  not  menti(»ied  in  the  pro- 
gramme of  this  Liberal  Government.  I  re- 
fer  to  the  paragraph  stating  that — 

It  is  highly  desirable  that  a  anifona  vnlem 
of  old-age  pensions  throoghout  Australia  abould 
be  adopted  as  soon  as  ponible,  and  that  steps 
should  be  taken  to  accompliih  this  in  ctMpera. 
tion  with  the  Sutet. 

It  is  remarkable  that  that  my  important 
question,  which  formed  a  prominent  part  of 
the  proposed  alliance,  has  been  suddenly 
dropped. 

Mr.  Kelly. — It  was  not  even  toudhed 
during  the  r£gime  of  the  Labour  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— I  should  like  to  ask  a 
question  in  regard  to  a  matter  on  which  the 
country  is  entitled  to  have  a  declaration 
from  the  Government,  although  up  to  the 
present  time  we  have  not  had  one.  If 
there  is  to  be  a  iiacal  truce  between  the  pro- 
tectionists and  the  free-traders,  bow  long  is 
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it  to  last?  Is  it  to  last  during  the  life  of 
the  present  Farliament,  or  over  the 
next  Parliament  ?  Is  it  to  last  for 
ever,  or  ts  it  to  last  until  the  ^{inistry  has 
been  beaten?  Are  we  then  to  find  the  two 
equal  sections  of  the  Cabinet  flying,  like 
tigers,  at  each  tier's  throats?  Does  this 
"  fiscal  truce  "  mean  a  truce  to  bury  pro- 
tection? 

Mr.  ItlcCoLL. — How  long  is  the  Liberal- 
Labour  alliance  to  last? 

Mr.  ISAACS.— There  appears  on  the 
face  of  our  agreement  a  statement  as  to  how 
long  it  is  to  last.  There  has  been  no  con- 
cealment on  our  part.  We  have  placed  the 
whole  matter  fairly  before  the  country.  We 
wish  to  meet  the  Government  openly.  We 
ask  the  same  frankness  frcxn  the  other  side. 
The  question  I  have  put  has  been  asked 
before,  but  we  can  obtain  no  answer. 
Language  apparently  is  made  to  conceal 
thoughts;  but  we  wish  to  know  from  the 
Government,  and  especially  from  my  pro- 
tectionist friends,  for  bow  long  they  have 
consented  to  stifle  protection. 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member  assumes  that  he  will  be  in 
the  next  Parliamoit. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— I  should  be  sorry  to  as- 
sume that  the  honorable  member  will  be  a 
member  of  it.  I  repeat  that  the  protection- 
ists of  Australia  have  a  right  to  know  from 
the  protectionist  members  of  the  Government 
how  long  they  have  consented  to  bind  them- 
selves hand  and  foot,  and  to  attempt  to  bind 
the  people  whcmi  they  represent,  to  the 
crushing  down  of  protection.  The  free- 
trade  baby  was  dead ;  the  protectionist  haby 
was  ali\-e.  There  was  no  reason,  therefore, 
■why  they  should  oxnbine  tlieir  forces.  How 
long  are  they  going  to  "  farm  "  the  protec- 
tionist baby  ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— The  honorable  and 
learned  member  is  making  a  babyish  speech. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— Then  I  have  reached  the 
level  of  the  honorable  member.  Before 
proceeding  to  consider  the  two  items,  and 
the  cmly  two,  apart  from  colourless  matters, 
that  the  Government '  have  deigned  to  put 
before  the  coimtry,  I  wish  to  emphasize  ths 
fact  that  there  is  no  mistaking  the  society 
in  which  the  protectionist  members  of  the 
Government  find  themselves.  There  is  no 
mistaking  the  desire  and  the  designs  of  the 
leader  of  the  Government  and  of  his 
free-trade  friends.  We  know  that  Aus- 
tralia has  a  great  future ;  we  know 
that  its  resources  are  great  Every 
one  dreams  of  Australia  becoming  a 
7Qa 


great  country,  and  developing  not  merely 
as  a  sheep-walk  or  as  the  abode  of  herds 
and  flocks,  and  not  merely  in  the  matter  of 
primary  production,  although  we  all  should 
do  our  utmost  to  promote  that  end.  While 
we  desire  that  it  shall  develop  in  this 
way,  we  wish  at  the  same  time  to  see  a 
diversification  of  employment  in  Australia. 
It  ought  to  be  one  of  the  highest  aims  of 
this  Parliament,  and  of  those  who  lead  it, 
to  make  Australia  an  industrial  ooimtry, 
and,  if  possible,  an  industrial  centre  of  the 
world.  We  must  have  great  manufactures 
here.  We  have  all  the  materials  to  support 
them.  We  have  been  endowed  with  the 
fullest  natural  possessions  necessary  to 
build  up  these  manufactures,  and  we  have 
a  right  to  look  forward  to  a  time  when  we 
shall  be  a  great  manufacturing  community 
with  a  large  output  and  a  prosperous  ex- 
diange  between  cmr  primary  and  secondary 
producers.  There  is  an  outlook,  according 
to  the  leader  of  the  Government;  there  is  a 
panacea  for  the  great  manufactures  of  Aus- 
tralia. What  is  the  remedy?  Let  me 
read  the  right  honorable  gentleman's  own 
words.  In  dealing  with  the  matter,  he  him- 
self asked  a  question.    He  said— 

What  is  the  hope  of  the  great  maDufactures 
of  Australia?  How  are  we  to  manufactare 
cheaply,  or  to  compete  with  the  cheap  labour  of 
other  coiuUrici? 

He  then  proceeded  to  point  out  that  we 
could  not  have  a  nxxiopoly  of  mechanical 
appliances;  that  we  could  not  have  better 
machinery  than  the  British  or  German 
manufacturers  have.  He  pointed  out,  too, 
that  the  manufacturers  of  Germany  and 
England  could  buy  raw  material  all  over 
the  world,  and  then  he  added  this  strange 
amimentary  on  free-trade  England,  al- 
though he  linked  Germany  with  it — 

How  are  we  going  to  compete  with  these  tmder- 
paid  sweated  countries  until  our  own  labour  is 

underpaid  and  sweated  too? 

That  was  his  answer  to  the  great  question 
of  how  and  when  Australia  is  to  be  raised 
to  the  position  of  a  great  manufacturing 
country,  and  the  means  which  we  can 
attain  that  eminence..  This  is  the  panacea 
which  he  offers,  and  I  commend  it  to  my 
honorable  friends  opposite — 

In  the  plenitude  of  time,  when  our  millions 
become  tens  of  millions,  we  shall  have  a  crop  of 
misery  which  will  solve  the  difficulty  in  regard 
to  cheap  manufactures. 

In  other  words,  when  our  taen  and  women 
are  reduce  to  starvation  point,  with  no 
Tariff,  no  labour  laws,  no  dondliatkm'and 
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Arbitration  Acts,  nothing  which  wilt  con- 
serve the  interests  of  the  worker — when  we 
have  a  poverty-stricken  race  madly  com- 
peting with  each  other  to  obtain  a  crust 
of  tnead — then,  and  then  only,  shall  we 
solve  the  problem.  We  shall  then  have 
that  '*  crop  of  misery "  which  will 
make  Australia  a  great  manufacturing 
country.  That  is  the  policy  to  which  my 
honorable  protectionist  friends  opposite 
have  become  linked,  and  from  whidi,  I 
trust,  they  will  detach  themselves. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable 
and  learned  member  dare  not  read  the  con- 
text of  the  speech  to  which  he  has  just  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— What  is  the  context? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Let  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  read  it. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— The  honorable  member 
makes  what  he  considers  a  very  wise  as- 
sertion, but  I  ask  him  whether  be  knows 
what  the  context  is. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  know  that  it  is 
something  which  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  dare  not  read. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — It  is  a  long  tirade  against 
protection;  and  the  remedy  whidi  I 
have  mentioned  is  the  only  (me  the  speaker 
oould  put  forward  as  being  consistent  with 
free-trade. 

Rfr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — ^Will  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  infonn  us  what 
was  the  speech  from  which  he  has  quoted? 

Mr.  ISAACS.— With  pleasure.  It  is  to 
be  found  in  Vol.  V.  of  Hansard,  Ses- 
sion 1 901 -2,  page  6800.  What  is  the  great 
policy  of  this  great  Government  ?  The^  have 
told  us  that  they  are  not  gang  to  bring  in 
a  Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill.  The 
time  has  not  arrived  for  the  crop  of  misery 
that  is  to  start  Australian  manufactures. 
The  Government  are  not  going  to  support 
preferential  trade,  or  they  are — I  do  not 
know  what  is  the  position  they  take  up. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — They  do  not  know 
themselves. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — Are  they  going  to  sup- 
port a  policy  of  preferential  trade?  If 
so,  I  presume  they  will  provide  for  it  on  a 
free-trade  basis. 

Mr.  Watson. — No;  the  Prime  Minister 
stated  yesterday  that  it  would  be  on  the 
basis  proposed  by  the  Dealdn  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — Then  it  will  be  oh  a 
protectionist  basis,  or  is  one  half  of  the 
Cabinet  to  have  it  on  a  free-trade  basis, 
and  the  other  half  on  a  protectionist  fcHin- 
datiui' 


Mr.  Thokas. — ^They  ate  to  have  it  tun 
about;  six  months  eadi. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — Are  the  two  sectiais  to 
be  equal  in  all  things?  If  the  Priioe  Min- 
ister's statement  be  correct,  that  the  Goveni- 
ment  are  going  to  provide  for  prefereuial 
trade  on  the  basis  proposed  by  the  Deakin 
Government,  it  will  be  brought  ihaalL  by 
means  of  an  increase  of  duties.  If  it  is  to 
be  established  on  a  free-trade  basii^  I 
wonder  how  my  bcmorable  friends— ^nd  o- 
pecially  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cia- 
toms — will  be  able  to  support  it.  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs  will  do  sa  I  hcmestly  think  that 
he  will  revolt  against  it.  But  this  is  not 
a  Government  measure.  The  Prime  Mini^ 
ter  stated  yesterday^  in  effect,  that  the  Go- 
vernment is  going  to  take  up  preferential 
trade — that  is  "  yes  " — provided  the  Bri- 
tish Government  asks  for  it — that  is  mid- 
way—" but  "  he  added,  "  we  know  the  Bri- 
tish Government  never  will" — that  nrani 
"no."  When  I  heard  that  statanent  I 
began  to  w(»ider  what  was  the  position  of 
the  Government. 

Mr.  McLean. — We  should  have  had  this 
speech  from  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  when  he  was  supporting  the  late 
Government  What  was  their  attitude  in 
regard  to  preferential  trade? 

Mr.  ISAACS.— We  never  reached  theii 
attitude  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  RoBiNStm. — ^We  waited  four  moothi 
to  reach  it. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— But  whatever  Govern- 
ment  were  in  office  

Mr.  McLean.— The  late  Govenuncnt 
were  in  office  longer  than  we  have  beoi. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— If  the  question  had 
arisen  on  a  dedaratioQ  of  policy  oa  the 
part  of  that  Government  I  should  have  svd 
the  same  if  they  had  made  the  saine 
statement  as  the  present  AdminiJrfra 
tion  have  done.  I  believe  that  whatem 
the  late  Ministry  might  have  said  00  the 
subject,  it  would  lave  said  it  plainly. 
Then,  again,  the  Government  have  said  no- 
thing about  the  great  question  of  old-age 
:  pensions. 

Mr.  McLean.— Has  the  hOTOtable  and 
learned  member  obtained  a  promise  ftoo 
the  Labour  Party  on  the  question  of  pn- 
ferential  trade?  He  has  sold  himself 
that  party,  and  I  wish  to  know  whether  w 
has  obtained  a  pledge  from  them  in  regard 
to  that  question. 
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Mr.  ISAACS. — I  presume  that  my  hon 
orable  friend  reads  the  newspapers.  He 
can  read  for  himself  in  to-daj'^s  newspapers 
what  we  have  done  <m  this  question. 

Mr.  McLean. — I  have  not  read  the  state- 
ment to  which  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  refers. 

>fr,  McCoLL. — There  "is  nothing  in  it. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— Let  me  deal  with  the 
other  items  in  the  Government  programme. 

Mr.  McLean. — All  I  have  seen  in  the 
newspapers  is  a  statement  which  shows  that 
the  honorfd>le  and  learned  mcimber  has  been 
absorbed       the  Labour  Party. 

Mr.  Page. — What  about  the  Minister 
himself  ? 

Mr.  ISAACS.— I  am  afraid  that  I  prove 
a  very  indigestible  morsel. 

Mr.  Mc^^AN. — I  would  not  barter  my 
principles  for  the  sake  of  not  being  op- 
posed at  the  coming  elections. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— Would  the  Minister  do  so 
for  the  salce  of  office  ?  The  Government  have 
three  colourless  proposals  in  their  pro- 
gramme— and  I  speak  of  them  as  being 
colourless,  because  they  are  of  a  non-party 
character — a  Bill  to  amend  the  Electorid 
Act,  the  two  measures  relating  to  Trades 
Marks,  and  the  Papua  Bill.  They  are 
common  to  all  of  us,  and  no  difficulty  is 
associated  with  them.  But  the  Government 
have  also  come  out  with  two  magnificent 
items — the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration 
Bill,  and  a  measure  providing  for  the 
Transccmtineatal  Railway  siuvey.  There 
are  members  of  the  present  Government 
who  were  members  of  the  Dealdn  Adminis- 
tration, which  resigned  rather  than  have 
anything  to  do  with  a  Conciliation  and  Ar- 
bitration Bill  that  contained  a  clause  ex- 
tending its  operations  to  States  servants. 
Yet  we  now  find  them  supporting  that  Bill, 
and  taking  all  the  responsibiUties  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  Gkoom. — ^The  present  Prime  Minis- 
ter said  that  they  were  quite  right  in  the  atti- 
tude whidi  they  previously  took  tip. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— That  is  sa  Three  mem- 
bers of  the  present  Government  have  stul- 
tified themselves  in  regard  to  that  measure. 
Although  the  Government  say  that  they  are 
going  on  with  the  Conciliation  and  Arbitra- 
tion Bill,  they  do  not  ccndescend  to  tell 
the  House  which  of  the  pn^josed  amend- 
ments they  are  gmng  to  accept,  and  which 
of  them  tney  intend  to  reject. 

Mr.  JoSEra  Cooe. — Thia  quotaticm  whidi 
the  homvable  and  learned  mnnber  made  a 
few  minutes  ago  from  a  speech  delivered 


by  the  Prime  Minister  is  an  outrageous 
one.  I  say  that  with  the  full  repwt  of 
the  speech  before  me. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— Then,  my  honorable 
friend  is  capable  of  saying  anything. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  do  say  it,  empha- 
tically. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — I  say  that  it  is  a  fair 
and  honest  quotation.  It  has  been  quoted 
by  me  before  in  public  in  the  Melbourne 
Town  Hall,  and  never  contradicted. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  say  that  it  is  an 
unfair  and  a  dishonest  quotation. 

Mr.  DucALD  Thomson. — It  is  torn 
from  its  context. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— There  is  nothing  in  the 
ccmtext  which  qualifies  it 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  man  who 
would  make  that  quotation,  would  say  any- 
thing. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— I  might  read  the  words 
again,  but  I  shall  be  satisfied  if  the  honor- 
able member  for  Parramatta  will  now  read 
any  words  which  he  claims  will  show  that 
I  ^ave  not  quoted  the  right  honorable  gen- 
tleman fairly.  I  challenge  him  to  do  it 
now,  while  I  am  here. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  will  be  read 
later  on. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— Then  the  honorable 
member  refuses  to  do  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber cannot  do  such  a  thing  as  the  honor- 
able member  for  Indi  has  suggested. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— The  honorable  member 
was  not  aware  of  that,  because  he  refused 
my  diallenge  before  you  rose,  Mr.  Shaker. 
Now,  with  respect  to  the  Transomtmental 
Railway.  That  is  a  project  which  the 
Minister  for  Trade  and  Customs  has  de- 
signated as  the  "  desert  railway."  How 
did  the  honorable  gentleman  ccane  to  give 
his  assent  to  that? 

Mr.  McLean, — To  what? 

Mr.  ISAACS.— To  the  survey  of  the 
Transcontinental  Railway  ? 

Mr.  McLaan. — Is  the  hcmorable  and 
learned  member  opposed  to  ascertaining  the 
facts? 

Mr.  Page. — They  soon  made  a  yes-no 
politician  of  the  honorable  n^ember  for 
Gippsland. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— We  have  been  trying  to 
ascertain  the  facts  for  some  considerable 
time.  We  have  ascertained  this  fact,  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Gippsland,  who 
when  sitting  on  this  side  strongly  opposed 
t^e  proposal,  is  now,  as  a  member  of  the 
Government,  as  strongly  simiortingiit:  and 
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having  equal  power  with  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter, die  honorable  g&itleman  ought  cer- 
tainly to  have  vetoed  it 

Mr.  Sfence. — ^The  honorable  member 
for  Moira  stonewalled  even  the  proposal 
to  make  the  survey. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— I  think  that  before  very 
long  there  may  be  an  opportunily  to  again 
address  ourselves  to  this  question.  I  have 
no  doubt  th.it  the  alliarce  which  we  all 
know  has  been  happily  consummated  be- 
twem  two  great  bodies  in  this  Parliament 
will  have  an  effect,  and  a  beneBcial  effect, 
on  the  future  of  Australia.  We  have  set 
up  a  standard  under  which  1  believe  all  the 
progressive  foices  of  this  continent  may 
find  a  rallying  point.  I  do  not  despair  of 
some  of  my  honorable  friends  opposite 
before  very  long  agreeing  with  us  to  this 
extent.  We  have  said  as  plainly  as  language 
can  say  it,  that  the  door  is  open. 

Mr.  McCav. — Yes,  honorable  members 
opposite  have  said  that  plainly  enough. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— If  they  agree  to  a  plat- 
form, as  to  which  they  can  find  no  reason- 
able objection;  if  they  can  agree  to  leave 
a  coaliti(»)  which  is  not  a  coalition;  if  they 
at  any  time  find  that  it  is  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  this  community  that  they  should 
return  to  the  pledges  and  principles  which 
they  came  into  this  House  to  profess  and 
support,  I  believe  it  will  be  well  for  this 
country — I  do  not  teing  their  personal  posi- 
tion into  the  matter.  I  invite,  and  we  all 
invite  them,  to  support  in  the  future  the 
principles  which  they  have  supported  in 
the  past.  But  whatever  they  may  do,  it  is 
our  boundcfti  duty  to  continue  to  adhere  to 
the  principles  we  were  returned  to  sup- 
port. As  protectionists,  we  were  returned 
to  support  protection,  and  we  do  not  in- 
tend to  desert  that  principle.  We  have 
resolved  that,  although  no  action  can  pos- 
sibly be  taken  this  session,  such  action 
shall  be  taken  next  session,  and  I  say  that 
we  desire,  and  we  intend,  by  all  legitimate 
means,  to  enforce  our  desire  to  have  an 
inquiry  into  such  operations  of  the  Tariff 
as  wd  see  are  not  merely  in  danger  of  do- 
ing, but  are  actually  doing,  damage  to  the 
industries  of  Australia. 

Mr.  McCoLL. — ^That  inquiry  has  already 
been  suggested.  It  was  suggested  last 
wcfik. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Honorable  membeflrs 
opposite  will  now  claim  that  as  their 
policy. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— Suggested  with  a  view 
to  action? 
Mr.  McCoLL.— Yes. 


Mr.  ISAACS.— Then  what  has  beaxne 
of  the  fiscal  truce? 

Mr.  McCoLL. — ^The  inquiry  will  not 
disturb  that 

Mr.  ISAACS.— Either  this  fiscal  trace 
is  a  farce,  or  it  is  not  If  therel  is  a  fiscal 
truce,  all  we  have  heard  is  simply  hum- 
bug }  if  there  is  -not  a  fiscal  truce,  what 
are  honorable  members  opposite  going  to 
do?  What  we  say  is  that,  whether  it  is 
true  or  not,  we  intend  to  see  that  the  ver* 
diet  of  the  country  is  adhered  ta 

Mr.  McCOLi.— Who  are  "we"? 

Mr.  ISAACS.— The  Liberal  Labour 
Party,  and  the  people  behind  them.  That 
is  who  **  we  "  are.  I  say  that  we  intend 
to  seti  that  no  evasion  of  duty  on  the  part 
of  the  Government,  and  no  simularioD  of 
a  fiscal  truce,  will  avail  them  to  disr^ard 
the  duty  they  owe  to  Australia.  I  taj  this 
also,  thaX  I  trust  that  befm  very  Icog  tbea 
will  be  such  steps  taken  as  wUl  evince  to 
the  people  of  this  country  that  we  canoot 
longer  tolerate  upon  the  Treasury  beocto 
such  a  politically  sexless  rrynhin^tVF'  as 
we  find  there  to-day. 

Debate  (oa  mc^icm  by  Mr.  Robinson)  ad- 
journed. 

House  ftdjourned  at  10.25  p.m. 


Senate* 

Friday^  g  September,  tgo^. 


The  President  took  the  chair  at  10-50 
a.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

TRAXS-AUSTRALIAN  RAILWAY. 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Attorney -General,  without  notice,  tbe  fol- 
lowing question : — 

Will  the  Government  procure  from  the  Go- 
vernment of  Western  Australia  copies  of  a  report 
by  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  party  sent  out 
to  bore  for  water  on  the  pioposea  route  of  the 
TraaS'Australian  Railway,  with  a  view  to  dis* 
txibutine  them  among  the  membera  of  the  Com- 
moQwealth  Parliament,  and  for  thdr  infozna- 
tion  ? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  think 
I  can  promise  that  we  shall  conununicate 
with  the  Government  of  Western  Australia* 
and  that  any  information  which  be  ob- 
tained in  respect  of  this  matter  will  be 
communicated  to  tbe  members  of  both 
Houses. 
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MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 

Debate  r^umed  from  8th  September 
{vide  page  4401),  cm  motion  by  Senator  Sir 

JOSIAH  SyMON  

That  the  despatch  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  with  regard  to  the  adoption  of 
the  metric  system  of  weights  and  measures, 
within  the  Empire,  be  printed. 

Senator  MATHESON  (Western  Austra- 
lia).— I  am  reluctant  to  take  up  the  time  of 
the  Senate  cm  a  Friday  in  discussing  the 
features  of  the  Government  policy,  but  it 
is  impossible  to  allow  one  or  two  matters 
to  pass  without  comment,  and  I  hope  that 
I  shall  be  able  to  deal  with  them  fairly 
briefly.  The  utterances  of  the  Government 
in  regard  to  the  transcontinental  railway 
have  really  astonished  me.  I  gather  that  it 
is  their  intention  to  pass  a  Bill  for  a  survey 
of  the  line.  If  it  were  being  introduced  with 
a  view  to  incurring  further  expenditure  on 
the  construction  of  the  line,  after  the  sur- 
vey had  been  completed,  I  could  perfectly 
understand  the  position  of  the  Government, 
because  in  the  past  we  have  been 
led  to  understand  that  the  Prime 
Minister  was  heartily  in  accord  with 
its  construction.  My  authority  for 
the  statement  is  Sir  John  Forrest,  who, 
when  be  was  a  member  of  the  Deakin  Go- 
venmient,  had  occasion  to  attend  a  meeting 
of  the  Protectionist  Societjr,  held  somewhere 
in  this  city.  At  that  meeting  he  complained 
bitterly  that  his  own  Govenunent  were  only 
prepalred~^o  say  that  they  would  see  about 
the  construction  of  the  railway,  and  he 
said  "  Mr.  George  Reid  will  build  the  Une." 
I  quote  frcHn  the  newspaper  reports  of  that 
meeting,  and  from  an  electoral  "  dodger " 
which  was  freely  circulated  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia at  the  time  of  the  recent  election.  I 
do  not  unclerstand  that  the  stateinents  made 
in  the  circular  were  ever  contradicted.  The 
people  of  that  State  were  asted  in  the  cir- 
cular to  vote  for  those  who  would  support 
Mr.  George  Reid's  policy.  They  were  shown 
clearly  that  it  was  their  only  chance  of 
getting  this  railway,  because  the  Deakin  Go- 
vernment were  not  prepared  to  support 
its  construction. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Stmon. — ^Whose 
dodger  is  that? 

Senator  MATHESON.— Well.  I  pre- 
pared the  dodger,  and  from  the  best  material 
available — the  speech  of  Sir  Jtrfin  Forrest. 

S'enator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — ^The  honor- 
able soiator  did  not  mention  the  authorship 
of  the  dodger. 


Senator  MATHESON.— I  had  no  inten- 
tion of  mentioning  the  authorship  of  the 
dodger,  as  I  am  not  bringing  it  forward  as 
an  advertisement.  We  always  understood 
that  we  had  only  to  look  for  Mr.  Reid's 
advent  to  power  to  make  a  certainty  of  the 
construction  of  this  line.  But  what  do  we 
iind  ?  We  find  that  he  advocates  a  survey, 
in  order  that  he  may  discover  whether 
the  project  is  practicable  or  not.  Nobody 
can  know  better  than  Mr.  George  Reid,  and 
the  members  of  his  Government,  that  it  is 
perfectly  practicable  A  flying  survey  has 
already  been  made. 

Senator  Frasek. — ^That  does  not  give 
much  evidence^ 

Senator  MATHESON.—It  gives  every 
necessary  evidence  of  the  possibility  of 
constrtKling  the  line. 

Senator  Sir  JosiAH  Syhon. — It  is  of 
very  little  value. 

Senator  MATHESON.—It  is  very  likely 
that  the  Attorney-General  has  not  read  the 
report. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — I  have,  for 
in  South  Australia  we  are  all  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  project 

Senator  MATHESON.— If  the  honor- 
able and  learned  senator  has  read  the  report, 
he  will  know  that  the  route  proposed  to  be 
traversed  was  described  as  being  almost  a 
flat  prairie,  and  presenting  no  difficulty  of 
ccMistruction,  and  that  the  only  diflScuIty 
was  in  regard  to  the  water. 

Senat(»  Higgs. — Is  not  that  a  stupen<}- 
ous  obstacle  ? 

Senator  MATHESON.— The  honorable 
senator  would  have  been  right  in  making 
that  remark  prior  to  the  result  of  certain 
exploratory  work  which  has  been  carried 
on,  and  to  which  Senator  Pearce  has  re- 
ferred this  morning.  When  Senator  Higgs 
receives  the  report  of  that  work,  he  will 
find  that  the  water  trouble  has  been  solved, 
and  that  there  will  be  no  difiKuIty  ui  con- 
structing the  line  if  the  Commonwealth 
Government  are  prepared  to  find  the  neces- 
sary funds.  In  that  case  what  is  the  good 
of  talking  of  a  survey  to  discover  whether 
the  project  is  practicable  or  not?  What 
we  want  is  a  working  survey  on  which  a 
contractor  might  tender.  What  is  the  good 
of  getting  a  flying  survey  unless  the  Go- 
vernment are  prepared  to  go  on  with  the 
work  ? 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syhon. — ^Will  the 
honorable  senator  tell  us  how  they  can  go 
on  with  the  work  without  the  consent  of 
South  Australia  ? 
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Senator  MATHESON.— I  understand 
that  the  consent  of  South  Australia  has 
practically  been  promised 

Senator  Sir  Josiak  Symon. — Where  does 
the  honorable  senator  find  that  statement  ? 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  cannot  quote 
an  authority  for  the  statement.  Am  I  to 
underatand  from  tiie  Attorney-General  that 
South'  Australia  objects  to  the  construction 
of  the  line? 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — -The  Go- 
vernment of  South  Australia  has  objected ; 
it  is  prepared  to  approve  of  a  survey  being 
made,  but  it  pledges  itself  to  no  more  at 
present 

Senator  MATHESON.— Then  I  under- 
stand that  it  is  not  Mr.  George  Reid  who  is 
responsible  for  the  difficulty,  but  the  Go- 
vernment of  South  Australia. 

Senator  de  Lasgie. — The  Constitution 
gives  the  Ccanmonwealth  power  to  con- 
struct a  railway  if  it  is  considered  necessary 
for  the  purposes  of  defence. 

Senator  MATHESON.— Unfortunately, 
the  Constitution  gives  the  Commonwealth  no 
power  to  construct  a  railway  without  the 
ccnsent  of  the  State.  I  called  attention  to 
that  unfortimate  position  when  the  draft 
CcMistitution  Bill  was  being  debated 
in  the  Legislative  Council  of  Western 
Australia.  I  had  only  just  been  re- 
turned for  the  gold-fields,  and  I  regret 
to  say  that  I  could  not  get  any  support 
in  the  Legislative  Council,  to  an  amend- 
ment I  suggested,  to  make  it  feasible  for 
the  Conunonwealth  to  build  a  railway,  if  it 
was  considered  necessary  in  its  own  inter^ts. 
The  amendment  was  poo-poohed,  because 
the  people  on  the  coast  were  afraid  that  it 
might  hi  applied  to  the  Esperance  railway, 
and  the  result  was  that  the  Constitutirai 
was  left  in  its  present  shape.  Do  I  under- 
stand, from  the  Attorney -General,  that  the 
Government  of  South  Australia  make  the 
preparation  of  this  survey  a  condition  pre- 
cedent to  their  discussing  the  question  of 
authorizing  the  constructi(»i  of  the  railway? 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Svmon.— They  do  riot 
pledge  themselves,  I  understand,  to  anything 
except  that  they  are  prepared  to  facilitate 
the  making  of  the  survey. 

Senator  MATHESON.— That  is  a  most 
extraordinary  and  most  un-Federal  attitude 
for  the  Government  of  South  Australia  to 
take  up.  It  is  just  as  well  that  the  country 
should  know  that  that  is  their  attitude. 

Senator  McGregor. — That  is  the  attitude 
of  the  Government  of  South  Australia,  not 
of  the  people  of  the  State. 


Senator  MATHESON.— The  bonori 
senator  cannot  draw  any  distinction  betij 
the  Government  and  the  people  of  the  Si 
With  its  most  liberal  franchise  it  is  fai 
imagine  that  the  Government  represen: 
people. 

Senator  Dqbson. — Can  the  honcr 
senator  say  what  guarantee  the  Govemn 
of  Western  Australia  are  prepared  to  { 
against  any  loss?  I 

Senator  MATHESON.— The  late  1 
mier  of  Western  Australia  intimated 
views  on  that  subject  to  the  Gcvemmen 
South  Australia.  I  am  not  in  a  pya 
to  quote  his  OMnmunication,  but  I  m 
stand  that  he  undertook  to  make  up  the  I 

Senator  Dobson. — Has  he  ever  o 
tioned  any  amount  that  he  would  nuke 

Senator  MATHESON.— How  aa 
person  mention  a  specific  amount  whei 
undertakes  to  make  up  the  loss? 

Senator  Dobson. — He  can  rnatlcn 
share  of  an  amtnint.  I 

Senator  MATHESON.— The  late  I 
mier  of  Western  Australia,  I  undeift 
undertook  to  make  up  any  loss  accr 
during  a  certain  number  of  years.  I  bel 
that  the  report  of  the  State  experts  who  i 
asked  to  look  into  the  questicm  indie 
that  for  a  certain  number  of  years  a 
was  probable,  and  I  understand  that  i 
James,  the  late  Premier,  offered  to  n 
good  the  loss  during  that  term  of  \earsl 

Senator  O'Keefb. — ^Was  it  not  Woj 
Australia's  share  oi  the  loss  ? 

Senator  x»e  Lakoie.— And  South  Am 
lia's  share,  too. 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  know  th; 
far  exceeded  the  amount  for  which  Wr< 
Australia  would  have  been  responsible, 
propose  10  leave  that  topic,  and  express 
regret  that  the  Government  have  net 
fit,  in  their  programme,  to  make  any  : 
sion  to  a  Council  of  Defence.  Socre ' 
ago,  when  the  Attorney-General  first 
dressed  the  Senate,  as  a  member  of  xU 
vemment,  t  very  sh^tly  expressed  the  I 
that  he  would  be  able  to  definitely  si 
when  he  met  us  yesterday,  what  the  p( 
of  the  Government  would  be  on  this 
tion,  but  I  regret  to  say  that  he  has 
seen  his  way  to  throw  any  light  on  the 
ject.  I  propose  to  deal  with  the  m:--' 
at  some  little  length,  because  it  i< 
whidi  is  most  important,  and  does  no; « 
to  be  very  clearly  understood  In*  a  im" 
of  honorable  senators.  When  the  Lai 
Party  came  into  power.  Senator  Da* 
the  Minister  of  Defence,  looked  ini" 
whole  question.     To  put  it  riioith. 
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ioimed  a  oomnuXtea  of  experts,  who  were 
»nKted  to  report.      We  do  not  know 
the>-  actualJy  did  report,  but  the  Mel- 
ime  Argus  apparently  obtained  some  in- 
"raarion  on  the  subject.     Whether  it  was 
offidalJy  or  not,  I  cannot  say,  but 
appears  from' the  Argus  that  the  Cora- 
ls recoaunended  the  appcwntinent  of  1 
of  Advice,  a  00111101  of  Defence, 
rnspector-Geneial.     According  10 
^  ^tcommendation,  the  Board  of  Advice 
^tntly  corresponds  with  a  body  in  Eng- 
4  Thlch  is  called  the  Army  Council. 
t  local   Committee  followed  up  to  this 
k  the  lines  laid  down  by  Lord  Esher's 
■Driitee^  which  has  lately  sat  in  Eng- 
d  and  made  a  very  voluminous  leport 
tiree  chapters.       I  wish  to  explain  the 
fence  between    the  Board  of  Advice 
i  !he    Council    of   Defence,  ixcause 
■  *hat  I   have  heard,  both  here  and 
lide,  a  considerable  amount  of  igno- 
a  exists    as    to    the   duties   of  the 
» bodies.      They   are  entirely  distinct, 
e  Board  of  Advice,  as  recommended  by 
t  lotal  ccxnmittee,  appears  to  be  a  rather 
fwtunate  substitute  for  the  Army  Council. 
*the  Army  Council,  as  reo(»nmended  by 
ti  Esher's  committee,  consists  of  a  board, 
fci  takes  the  place  of  the  Goieral  Officer 
■omding ;   in  fact    it  is  the  General 
iccT  Commanding,  in  committee.  In 
iitv  remarks  I  intend  to  make  I  shall 
Jtte  term  •*  Axmy  Council,"  because  that 
nRn  the  exact  meaning  of  what  the 
is,  and  the  i^rase  "  Board  of  Ad- 
e''does  not. 

Seoator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — ^Does  the 
Dit61e  senator  propose  something  in  the 
to!  of  the  Army  Council  now  under  sug- 
ixn  in  England? 

Wot  MATHESON.— I  do  for  that 
ici^c  purpose  ;  but  I  pr(^}08e  now  to  deal 
Ih  the  Councnl  of  Defence,  and  to  touch 
the  Army  Council  incidentally.  The 
ncil  of  Dci^ence,  as  recommended  by 
r  local  cmmnittee,  appears  to  be  a  con- 
Itative  body  to  act  as  an  advisory  oxn- 
ttee  to  the  Minister.     It  is  very  much, 
fact,  the  sort  of  council  that  I  advocated 
re  towards  the  end  of  last  session,  but 
:h  nothing  like  as  ample  powers.  My  sug- 
nion  was  embodied  in  the  following  pro- 
1:0ns : — 

Tke  Council  shall  receive  and  review  all 
:rorae&datioaa  of  the  General  Officer  Com- 
tniia^  uid  Naval  CiHninBiidaDt  in  respect  to 
f  orfruizatiaa,  adminiitratioo,  and  financial 
li-^T  of   tbeir   respective   branches   of  the 


Defence  Forces,  and  shall,  if  thought  necessary, 
obtain  expert  advice  on  any  questions  arising 
under  such  recommendations. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Cbuncil,  from  time 
to  time,  to  make  such  recommendations  to  Par* 
liament  as  it  may  think  desirable  for  most 
effectually  securing  the  efficiency  of  the  defences 
and  Defence  Forces  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure 
effective  compliance  with  the  tfirections  of  Par. 
liament  in  respect  to  all  such  matters. 

The  Council  of  Defence  suggested  by  the 
oonmittee  of  experts  is  not  to  have  any 
powers  of  that  nature.  The  proposal  was 
set  out  in  the  Argus  of  i6th  August  in  these 
terms — 

The  expert  committee  in  its  report  suggested 
uiat  two  bodies  should  he  constituted— one  a 
Board  of  Advice,  and  the  other  the  actual  Coun- 
cil  of  Defence.  The  Board  of  Advice,  it  was 
recommended,  should^  consist  of  the  Minister, 
the  SecreUry  for  Defence,  the  Chief  Staff  Offi- 
cer at  head-quarters,  and  representatives  of  the 
Militia  and  Volunteer  Forces  and  the  Rifle  Clubs. 
The  duty  of  this  board  would  be  to  secure  uni- 
formity of  administration  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  supervise  the  working  of  the 
Department  in  each  State.  Its  meetinn  should 
be  at  least  monthly.  The  Council  of  Defence, 
it  was  suggested,  should  consist  of  the  same 
officers,  with  the  addition  of  the  Inspector-Gene- 
ral and  the  Naval  Commandant.  This  Council 
would  be  of  the  nature  of  an  advisory  committee 
to  the  Minister,  who  would  preude  over  iu  de- 
liberations. He  would  not,  however,  part  with  his 
prerogative  to  initiate  the  defence  policy  of  the 
Commonwealth,  although  he  would  look  to  the 
Council  for  advice  regarding  any  scheme  he 
might  put  forward  from  time  to  time. 

This  council,  constituted  in  that  way,  would 
be  cm  an  entirely  wrong  basis,  that  is, 
according  to  Lord  Esher's  Committee.  I 
do  not  wish  any  members  of  the  Senate  to 
suppose  that  I  set  up  as  an  expert.  I 
have  simply  studied  the  report  of  Lord 
Esher's  Committee,  and  applied  the  prin- 
ciples which  it  lays  down  as  far  as  possible 
to  the  circumstances  prevailing  in  the  Com- 
monwealth. I  do  not  think  that  one  could 
have  a  safer  guide  than  the  advice  embodied 
in  Lord  Esher's  report.  Lord  Esher's 
Committee  point  out  that  the  Anny  Council 
should  consist  entirely  of  executive  officers 
for  the  higher  administration  of  the  De- 
fence Force,  plus  the  Minister  of  Defence ; 
but  that  the  Council  of  Defence,  being  a 
deliberative  and  consulting  body,  should  not 
include  any  of  the  officers  who  are  charged 
with  the  administration  of  affairs.  They 
are,  in  fact,  like  managing  directors.  They 
have  the  sole  responsibility  for  carrying  out 
effectively  the  decisions  of  the  Council  of 
Defence^  and  as  such  they  ought  not  to  be 
able  to  sit  in  the  Council  of  Defence  and 
frame  suggestions  for  the  control  of  the 
Army.    Their  duties  are  simply  eKcutive, 
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and  their  members  should  be  renewed  from 
time  to  time.     Now  I  come  to  what  the 
Council  of    Defence  should    consist  of. 
I  am  dealing  with  this  matter  very  brieflyv 
because  I  understand  it  is  desired  to  bring 
this  debate  to  a  determination  this  after- 
noon. •  The  Council  of  Defence,  as  laid 
down  by  the  Esher  Committee,  should  con- 
sist of  the  Prime  Minister,  the  Treasurer, 
and  the  Minister  of  Defence.     Then  we 
have  to  make  a  diveig;ence,  because  the 
Esher  Committee  deals  with  a  set  of  cir- 
cumstances  entirely  different  from  the  cir- 
cumstances here.      The  Esher  Committee 
suggest  the  appointment  of  the  head  of  the 
Intelligence  Department  of  the  Navy  and 
the  head  of  the  Intelligence  Department  of 
the  Army.    We  have  no  equivalent  officers 
in  the  CcMranonwealth.    Therefore  I  would 
suggest  that  the  technical  members  should 
be  the  Chief  of  the  Staff,  the  Inspector- 
General  and  the  Chief  Naval  Officer. 
The  Esher  Committee  lays  special  stress 
upon  the  desirability  of  having  a  certain 
number  of  permanent  technical  advisers  on 
the  Council  of  Defence,  because  they  point 
out  that  in  no  other  way  could  continuity 
be  secured  in  carrying  out  the  defence  pro- 
gramme of  Great  Britain.     The  same  con- 
sideration would  obviously  apply   to  the 
defence  programme  of  this  Commonwealth. 
But,  in  addition,  I  propose,  as  I  proposed 
last    year,    to     have     on     the  Council 
a  certain  number  of  members  of  both 
Houses   of   the    Commonwealth  Parlia- 
ment—  say,     (Xie    from    each  House. 
And  for  this  reason :  As  things  stand  at 
present  in  the  Commonwealth,  we  get  no 
parliamentary  responsibility  of  any  sort  or 
kind  in  connexion  with  defence  matters. 
We  get  a  nominal  responstbilitv  on  the  part 
of  the  Minister,  but  when  Ministers  are 
changing,  say,  every  six  months  or  so,  I 
put  it  to  the  Senate— what  respfflisibility 
of  any  sort  or  kind  can  we  get  in  con- 
nexion with  the  defence  of  the  Common- 
wealth ? 

Senator  Higgs. — Ministers  do  not  take 

an  v. 

Senator  MATHESON— One  Minister 
succeeds  another.  First  we  had  Sir  John 
Forrest ;  then  fte  had  Sir  William  Lyne ; 
then  we  had  Senator  Drake ;  then  we  had 
^fr.  Chapman  ;  then  we  had  Senator  Daw- 
son ;  now  we  have  ^fr.  McCay.  Under  these 
circumstances,  what  can  we  expect  from 
the  defence  system  of  the  Commonwealth  ? 
The  control  practicallv  drifts  into  the  hands 
nf  the  permanent  officers  of  the  Military 
Department. 


Senator  Higgs. — Do  not  these  resnark* 
apply  to  all  the  Departments  under  the  cir- 

Senator  MATHESON.— They  do  apply, 
as  the  honorable  senator  hag  said,  to  all  the 
Departments  to  some  extent,  but  in  the  De- 
fence DepartmeiU  the  difficulty  is  accen- 
tuated. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  policy  of  defence 
depends  more  upon  the  Minister  than  is  the 
case  in  the  other  Departments. 

Senator  MATHESON.— The  control  of 
the  Defence  Department  is  more  a  matter 
of  policy,  whereas  the  control  of  a  De- 
partment like  the  Post-ctfBce  is  nx>re  a 
matter  of  routine.  When  wice  the  lines 
of  policy  are  laid  down  in  the  Customs 
Department,  or  the  Post-<rf5ce,  the  Depart- 
ments run  perfectly  smoothly.  But  in  the 
Defence  Department  circumstances  are 
changing  fr<Hn  day  to  day,  and  the  polky 
has  to  be  changed  to  suit  the  ever-varying 
needs  of  the  Comnxmwealth,  and  all  the 
changes  which  necessarily  take  place  in 
defence  policy  throughout  the  world.  Under 
these  circumstances  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary, to  my  mind,  to  bring  Parliament  more 
in  touch  with  its  actual  responsibility.  It 
is  impossible  to  see  how  this  can  be  secured 
unless  the  question  of  defence  is  entiiely 
separated  from  party  politics.  That  has 
been  the  trouble  with  the  defence  question 
from  the  very  oosnmnioement.  Whene\-er 
the  party  in  power  were  attacked  on  any 
defoice  question  they  gave  m  sooner  than 
force  matters  to  an  issue  m  a  question 
about  which  members  knew  extranely 
little.  Therefore  the  defence  of  the  Com- 
monwealth suffered  more  and  more,  every 
time  an  attack  was  made  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, from  the  apathy  of  Ministers. 

Senator  Higgs. — ^We  ought  to  make 
every  member  of  Parliament  join  some  re- 
giment. 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  think  it  would 
do  a  good  deal  of  good,  but  Of  coune  it 
is  imposnble.  Now,  I  oopie  to  the  In- 
spector-General. He  can  be  left  off  the 
Council  of  Defence,  or  not,  as  the  Parlia- 
ment thinks  fit.  There  are  many  advan- 
tages in  including  the  Inspector-General  in 
the  Council  of  Defence.  But  the  me 
place  where  he  ought  not  to  be  is  upon  the 
Army  Council.  Because  his  duty  is  to  re- 
port upon  how  the  members  of  the  Army 
Council  carry  out .  the  instructions  of  the 
Defence  Committee.  That  is  his  r<Bso« 
d'etre.  And  though  h is  advice  woul d 
probably  be  extremely  useful  to  the- 
Council   of   Defence,   L-^do  not  know 
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that  it  is  absolutely  essential  that  he 
should  be  a  member  of  that  body.  Thti 
important  point  that  I  want  again  to 
emphasize  is  that  the  Council  of  Defence 
should  arrange  the  pc^icy  of  the  Defence 
Forces,  and  should  cuuist  partly  of  Mem- 
bers of  Parlianuiit,  and  partly  of  experts, 
and  that  it  should  report  to  Parliament 
direct.  That  is  where  another  trouble  has 
arisen  in  connexiofi  with  this  Department. 
Repeats  go  in  to  the  Defence  Department, 
and  unless  they  happen  to  please  or  suit 
the  views  of  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the 
Department,  they  get  pigeon-holed,  and  it 
is  impossible  for  Memb^  of  Parliament 
to  ascertain  what  they  contain.  We  want 
to  know  the  truth,  and  the  only  way  in 
which  we  can  get  thri  truth  is  to  have  this 
Coounittee  rept^ing  to  us  direct  Now  I 
come  to  the  question  of  the  Army  CounciL 
I  think  I  have  made  sufficiently  clear  to 
the  Senate  the*  difference  that  exists  be- 
tween the  Council  of  Defence  and  the 
Army  Council.  What  Lord  Esher's  Cran- 
mittee  says  of  the  Army  Coiuicil  is  that  it 
is  not,  and  cannot  be,  a  represejntative  body 
as  regards  the  several  arms  and  depart- 
Dkents.  I  want  the  Committee  clearly  to 
appreciate  that,  because  according  to  the 
Argus  report,  it  seems  to  be  proposed  thai 
the  Army  Council  or  executive  body  should 
consist  of  the  Minister  of  Defence,  the 
Secretary  of  Defence,  the  Chief  Staff  Offi- 
cer at  Head-Quarters,  and  representatives 
of  the  militia,  volunteers,  and  rifle  clubs. 
This  is  absolutely  at  variance  with  funda- 
mental principles.  I  have  already  stated 
that  this  Council  ought  simply  to  b€  a  board 
of  officers  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
schemes  approved  by  Parliament  and  by 
the  Defence  Committee.  I  do  not  wish  to 
be  entirely  destructive  in  my  criticism.  I 
wish  to  be  constructive  as  well.  Because 
criticism  is  extremely  easy.  It  is  easy  to 
say,  "  So-and-so  is  wrtmg  ;  bu£  not  always 
so  easy  to  suggest  what  wmld  be  right.  I 
have  '  taken  some  trouble  therefore 
to  avoid  that  criticism  being  applied 
to  myself.  I  have  taken  the  trouble  to 
analyze  Lord  Esher's  scheme,  and  apply  it 
as  far  as  possible  to  the  Commonwealth  in 
connexion  with  this  Army  Council.  Ap- 
plying on  a  small  scale  the  recommenda- 
tions of  Lord  Esher's  Committee  to  our 
needs,  I  would  suggest  that  the  Army  Coun- 
cil should  be  constituted  as  follows:— 
First  of  all  the  Minister  of  Defence,  the 
head  of  the  Department ;  then  four  mili- 
tary men,  who  would  be  the  executive  chiefs 
of  their  various  Departments,  an<i  upon 


whcan  I  have  conferred  the  titles  given  to 
them  by  Lord  Esher's  Committee.  They 
consist  of  the  Chief  of  Staff,  the  Adjutant- 
General,  the  Quartermaster-General,  and 
the  Master-General  of  Ordnance.  In  addi- 
tion to  those  we  require  to  have  a  finance 
member  and  a  naval  member.  But  cm  no  ac- 
count— and  on  this  point  Lord  Esher's  Com- 
mittee is  most  emphatic — should  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Minister  of  Defence  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Army"  Council,  as  apparently  he 
would  be  under  "the  scheme  which  has  Iieen 
prepared  for  the  Ccxnmonwealth.  His 
duties  are  to  be  purely  secretarial,  as  be- 
tween the  Minister  and  Parliament,  the 
other  Departments  of  ihe  State,  and  the  law 
officers  of  the  Crown.  He  ought  to  be 
responsible — which,  apparently,  he  is  not 
at  present,  as  far  as  I  can  gather — for  the 
actuarial  and  statistical  returns  in  annexion 
with  the  Defence  Department.  I  have  had 
occasion  several  times  lately  to  criticise  the 
statistical  statements  furnished  in  various 
reports,  and  I  have  been  told  that  those  were 
statements  emanating  from  MajOT-General 
Hutttm,  and  that  the  Department  was  not 
responsible  for  them.  That  is  not  a  posi- 
tion of  affairs  whidi  ought  to  prevail.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Department  ought  to  be 
absolutely  responsible  for  all  the  statistical 
information  placed  before  Parliament,  and 
the  Department  ought  to  be  responsible 
through  him  for  their  accuracy.  Each  mem- 
ber of  the  board,  plus  the  Minister, 
would  have  specific  duties  to  perform,  ajid 
1  specific  Department  to  control.  In  order 
to  prove  to  the  Senate  and  to  the 
public  that  that  is  advisable,  and  that  there 
is  no  difficulty  in  applying  L<»d  Esher's 
recommendations  to  our  circumstances,  as 
far  as  defence  is  concerned,  I  have  taken 
a  very  useful  table,  which  will  be 
found  at  the  end  of  Major-General 
Hutton's  report  for  1902-3,  and 
which  is  called  Appendix  A.  It 
sets  out  the  duties  of  the  various  officers 
under  Maior-General  Hutton's  control,  and 
I  have  allocated  those  duties  more  or  less 
in  acccNrdance  with  Lord  Esher's  recommen- 
dations to  the  oflScers  whose  titles  I  have 
mentioned.  They  are  as  follows: — The 
Chief  Staff  Officer  would  have  the  follow- 
ing duties:— 

Gener&I  superviiion  as  Chief  Staff  Officer,  ad- 
ministrative questions  iavolving  action  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  decision  of  Minister  of  Defence, 
military  intelligence.  Topography.  Schemes  of 
defence.  Defence  system  of  Australia,  and  all 
details  in  that  connexion.  Basis  of  military 
organizatitHi.    Plant  of  concentration  for  war. 
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Then  we  have  the  Adjutant-General,  who 
would  have  to  deal  with — 

Discipline,  practical  instruction,  and  training. 
Retuini  and  statistics  connected  with  the  per- 
sonnel. Enlistment  and  discharge.  Drafting 
and  issuing  of  general  orders  and  instructions. 
Drafting  of  regulations.  Appointment  and  pro- 
motion of  (Aceri,  and  their  Qualifications.  Peace 
organixation  of  forces.  Mobilization.  Military 
education,  instruction,  training,  drill  and  exami- 
nations, rifle  ranges  and  rifle  clubs,  rifle  shoot- 
ing. Supervision  and  instruction  of  the  instruc- 
tional staf^.  Schools  of  instruction  of  all  kinds* 
and  staff  rides. 

Then  we  have  the  Quartermaster-General, 

who  would  deal  with — 

Occupation  and  appropriation  of  barracks,  &c. 
Supply  of  food,  forage,  fuel,  light,  and  quar- 
ters. Movement  of  troops,  and  distribution  of 
their  stores  and  equipment.  Land  and  water 
transport.  Remounts.  Patterns  of  dress  and 
uniform.  Organization  of  and  instruction  of  the 
Army  Service  Corps.  Medical  service.  Sani- 
tation. Administration  and  command  of  the 
Army  Medical  Corpi.  As  a  temporary  expedient 
the  organization  of  an  Australian  Army  Veteri- 
nary Department.  Patterns  and  inventions. 
Care,  maintenance,  and  distribution  of  warlike 
stores,  arms,  accoutrements,  equipment,  and 
clothing  not  in  charge  of  the  troops.  Questions 
of  armament  and  equipment  other  than  artillery 
and  engineers. 

Then  we  have  the  Master  General  of  Ord- 
nance, who  would  deal  with — 

All  armament  and  equipment.  Personnel  of 
the  permanent  and  militia  artillery.  Stores.  Ex- 
perimental equipment.  Artillery  ranges  and  prac- 
tice. Technical  instruction  of  the  artillery,  &c. 
Inspection  of  warlike  stores.  Repairing  work- 
shops, control  of  magazines  and  store-houses  not 
in  charge  of  troops.  Administration  of  the 
Army  Ordnance  Corps.  Contracts  for  guns,  am- 
munition, artillery  stores.  Defence  worlcs.  Con- 
struction, maintenance  and  repair  of  fortifications, 
barracks,  and  store  buildings.  Preparation  of 
designs  of  all  military  works.  Militaiy  tele- 
graphs. Custody  of  plans  of  works.  Custody 
of  lands  in  occupation  of  troops.  Questions  of 
engineer  and  submarine  mining  stores  and  equip- 
ment. Personnel  and  stores.  Technical  instruc- 
tion of  engineers,  submarine  miners,  &c. 

Then  we  have  the  Finance  member,  who 
would  deal  with  the — 

Preparation  of  annual  estimates.  Questions 
affecting  pay  of  troops  and  allowances  provided 
by  regulations.  Questions  involving  petty  dis- 
bursements under  the  regulations.  Minor  cjues- 
tions  of  finance  for  recommendation  to  Minister. 
Collating  data  affecting  annual  estimates.  Pay 
and  allowances  of  the  Head-Quarters  Staff.  Con- 
trolling and  retarding  contracts,  and  obtaining 
stores  from  contractors.  Custody  of  documents 
of  all  properties  pertaining  to  the  Department, 
vai  plans  of  all  departmental  properties  not  in 
occupation  of  the  troops.  Purchase  and  leases 
of  the  above.  Custody  of  lands  not  in  occupation 
of  the  troops. 

Finance  Department,  sapervision  of  all  ex- 
penditure. 

Senator  Uaiheson. 


Then  we  have  one  innovation  of  Lord 
Esber's  recommendations.  That  is  the 
Naval  member.  One  has  to  bear  in  mind 
that  there  are  only  about  1,500  members 
of  the  Naval  Forces  of  the  Commaa- 
wealth,  and  it  would  be  absolutely  prepos- 
terous to  have  a  full  Naval  Board,  separ- 
ate from  the  Army  CoimcU,  to  deal  with 
the  affairs  of  our  extremely  small  Navy. 
Such  a  ootmcil  might  become  necesiaiy  later 
on,  when  we  increase  our  ships  and  increase 
the  nimiber  of  men  enrolled.  But  at 
present  it  would  be  absolutely  un- 
necessary. Therefore  I  suggest  that  a 
naval  member  should  be  included,  who 
should  be  given  general  supervision  as 
Chief  Naval  Staff  Oflker,  equivalent  to 
Chief  of  Military  Staff.  Control  of  entire 
Naval  Force  abcMit  1,500  men.  That  prac- 
tically embraces  everything.  As  to  the  In- 
spector-General, 1  want  to  add  a  few  wwds 
in  connexion  with  Lord  Esber's  repnt. 
Lord  Esher's  Committee  says — 

The  Inspector-General  and  his  staff  ihovld 
have  no  executive  or  administrative  fmictxiBs. 
They  are  intended  to  provide  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  Armv  Council  with  eyes  and  ears, 
and  their  reports  snould  deal  only  with  existing 
facts,  pointing  out  defects,  commenting  upon 
efficiency,  and  thus  enabling  the  govenung  body 
of  the  army  to  know  the  practical  results  of  the 
measures  it  adopts.  ....  The  toipcctor- 
General  should  form  an  opinion,  either  person- 
ally or  through  his  staff,  as  the  Army  Council 
may  direct,  on  the  efficiency  of  officers  and  men, 
on  the  handling  of  troops,  on  the  standard  and 
system  of  training,  on  the  suitability  of  equip- 
ment, and  generally  on  all  that  aff^s  the  readi- 
ness of  the  forces  for  war.  He  should  act  as 
an  umpire  at  manfeuvres>,  and  have  a  small  per- 
sonal staff.  He  should  prepare  an  annnal  re- 
port to  the  Army  Council,  and  also  send  reports 
on  matters  requiring  immediate  attention  to  &e 
Secretary  of  the  War  Office. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  think  it 
must  be  clear  to  the  Senate  that,  as  I  said 
befc^f  the  Inspector-General  ought  on  no 
account  to  be  a  member  of  the  Army  Ctnm- 
cil,  as  is  suggested  apparently  by  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  with  regard  to  the 
Commonwealth  Forces.  That  completes 
what  I  have  to  say  on  the  subject  of  tbe 
Army  Council,  and  the  Council  of  Defence. 
I  have  dealt  with  the  question  fairly 
briefly,  but  at  the  same  time  I  hope  that 
I  have  made  the  various  duties  of  these 
bodies  sufficiently  clear  to  the  members  of 
the  Senate.  Now,  I  wish,  as  shortly  as 
possible,  to  deal  with  the  reasons  why  a 
Council  of  DefeiKe,  reporting  direct  to 
Parliament,  is  an  absolute  necessity.  To 
do  that  I  shall  have  to  go  back  to'a  small 
extent  over  the  history  of  the  Defence 
Department. 
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Senator  Dawson. — Is  it  true  that  the 
honorable  senator  has  been  "slating"  me 
in  my  absence? 

Senator  MATHESON.— No ;  I  have 
nothing  whatever  to  otmplain  of  so  far 
as  the  hmcn-able  senator  is  concerned.  On 
the  contrary,  it  was  not  until  Senator  Daw- 
son got  into  possession  of  what  I  may  call 
an  impregnable  fortress  like  Port  Arthur, 
that  it  was  possible  to  get  any  information 
whatever.  I  was  just  about  to  ccMne  to 
that  very  point.  The  Senate  will  le- 
member  that  in  July,  1903,  I  had  occasion 
to  fDOve  for  a  report  to  be  furnished  on 
the  defidendes  of  'armament  and  equip- 
ment. Major-General  Hutton  bad  made  a 
speech  in  Adelaide,  in  which  he  pointed 
out  that  the  defects  in  both  respects  were 
very  great,  and  the  Government  were  doing 
all  in  their  power  to  prevent  a  disclosure 
of  the  absolute  facts. 

Senator  Dawson. — ^That  was  in  regard 
to  small  anns. 

Senator  MATHESON.—It  was  in  regard 
to  all  equipment — in  regard  to  water 
bottles  and  other  matters  which  I  forget ; 
it  is  not  necessary  to  go  into  details. 

Senator  Dawson.— The  honorable  sena- 
tor's cc»nplaint  is  about  the  heavy  guns, 
and  Major-General  Hutton  spc^e  about 
small  arms.  Major-General  Huttcm  was 
entirely  wrong,  because  it  was  just  a  mat- 
ter of  distribution. 

Senator  MATHESON — On  the  2nd 
July,  1903,  I  stated  that  there  was,  at  any 
rate,  one  battery  at  Albany,  whi(^  was  a 
shell  trap,  and  that  the  principal  armament 
of  that  fort  ccmmsted  of  6-inch  guns.  On 
the  Sth  July  of  that  same  year,  Sir  John 
Forrest,  in  a  press  interview,  diaracterized 
my  charges  as  romances,  but  I  shall  prove 
that  they  were  absolute  facts.  Sir  John 
Forrest  in  the  same  interview  asked  what 
experience  or  knowledge  I  hail  to  justify 
me  in  posing  as  an  authority,  and  in  the 
Herald  of  the  7th  of  that  month  he  is  re- 
ported as  saying — 

I  don't  thiak  tlie  place  is  as  Bad  as  he  makes 
out  I  have  not  been  famished  with  any  report 
that  it  u  not  all  right.  They  woidd  have  said 
10  if  anydiing  were  wtonff.  Notwithstanding 
that,  however,  I  have  asked  for  a  report. 

On  the  17th  of  the  month,  there  appeared 
in  the  Age  a  telegram  fnxn  the  General 
Officer  Commanding : — 

I  consider  the  danger  suggested  as  relatively 
insignificant. 

The  Senate  will  notice  that  the  General 
Officer  Commanding  could  not  deny  that  the 


facts  were  exactly  as  I  had  stated  them; 
all  he  said  was  that  the  danger  was  "  rela- 
tively insignificant." 

Senator  Dawson. —  Contrast  that  with 
the  last  report  of  the  General  OflBcer  Com- 
manding. 

Senator  MATHESON.— The  last  report 
contains  nothing  about  the  state  of  the  de- 
fences at  Albany. 

Senator  Dawson. —  Yes,  the  General 
Officer  Commanding  refers  to  the  great  dan- 
ger arising  from  the  fort  not  being  fully 
armed. 

Senator  MATHESON.— But  on  the  occa- 
sion to  which  I  refer,  he  was  dealing  with 
a  specific  statement  that  one  of  the  batteries 
was  a  shell  trap.    There  is  a  wall  of  rock 
behind,  and  any  shell  thrown  must  splinter 
and  decimate  the  men  in  charge  of  the 
guns  below.    I  wish  the  Senate  to  observe 
that  Sir  John  Forrest,  though  head  of  the 
Defence  Department,  knew  nothing  what- 
ever about  the  state  of  affairs  at  Albany. 
This  is  the  more  remarkable,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  Sir  Jdin  Forrest  is  a  representa- 
tive of  Western  Australia,  and  had,  pre- 
sumably,  as  Premier  of  that  State,  previ- 
ously visited  this  battery.    But  the  great 
point  is  that  Sir  John  Forrest  was  in  charge 
of  this  Department ;  and  his  want  of  know- 
ledge in  this  instance  emphasizes  the  neces- 
sity for  the  appointment  of  an  intelligent 
Committee   of   Defence.     Whai  Senator 
Drake,    as   the   representative    of  the 
Government,   replied  to    me,   he  pooh- 
poohed  my   statements,   whidi  he  said 
could  do  no  harm,  as  they  did  not  come 
from    an    authoritative    source.  Senator 
Drake  further  questioned  the  patriotism  of 
my  action,  and  said  that  no  useful  purpose 
could  be  served  by  bringing  this  matter  up. 
In  that  I  am  quite  willing  to  admit  Senator 
Drake  was  quite  jight,  for  I  certainly 
served  no  useful  purpose,  seeing  that  I  gpt 
no  satisfaction,  and  that  matters  to-day  re- 
main exactly  as  they  were  then.    It  will, 
be  remembered  that  my  motim  for  a  return 
was  carried  by  the  S'enate;  but,  neverthe- 
less, it  was  completely  ignored  by  the  De- 
partment.    Month  after  month  went  by, 
and  no  attempt  was  made  to  furnish  the 
information  for  which  the  Senate,  and  not, 
it  must  be  observed,  Senator  Matheson,  had 
called.    Finally,  on  the  30th  June,  1904, 
I  received  a  note  from  the  ^ftretary  of 
the  Department,  stating  that  the  annual  re- 
port for  1903-4  would  shortly  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  Minister,  and  would  give  all 
the  information  in  r^ard  to  the  defidendei 
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of  equipment  which,  in  the  opini(xi  of  the 
General  Officer  Commanding,  it  was  ad- 
visable to  make  public.  That  note  I  re- 
ceived nearly  twelve  months  after  the  re- 
port had  been  called  for  by  the  Senate.  I 
submit,  again,  that  if  there  had  been  a 
Council  of  Defence,  the  Senate  would,  with- 
in a  month,  have  received  the  infonnation 
to  which  we  were  perfectly  entitled,  and 
we  should  have  been  able  to  deal  with  the 
report  when  the  Estimates  were  under  con- 
sideratioiL  But  there  is  something  even 
more  interesting  to  be  said  in  connexion 
with  the  forts.  Turning  up  some  old 
papers  a  few  days  ago,  I  came  across  a 
ownmunication  sent  by  Sir  William  Lyne, 
when  acting  Minister  of  Defence,  to  the 
Age,  on  tl^  30th  June,  1902.  My  state- 
ments, it  ought  to  be  observed,  were  made 
on  the  2nd  July,  1903,  and  the  Sfenate  will 
be  amazed  when  I  read  what  Sir  William 
Lyne  said,  as  follows: — 

Without  specifying  Queenicliff  or  any  otbei 
place  where  forts  are  employed,  I  may  say  that 
certaia  forts  ore  described  to  me  as  so  many 
shell  traps. 

Wiwn  a  man  says  "without  specifying 
Queenscliff  or  any  other  place  "  he  ob- 
viously means  his  readers  to  infer  that 
QueensclifF  is  the  place  to  whidi  he  al- 
ludes. 

Senator  Dawson. — What  does  the  hon- 
orable senator  suggest?  That  the  Queens- 
clifF fort  is  a  shell-trap? 

Senator  MATHFSON. — That  is  appa- 
rently what  Sir  William  Lyne  intends  the 
public  to  conclude,  and  he  went  on  to  say — 

They  mfty  be  retained  in  some  form  as  a  decoy, 
•ad  will  be  manned  with  brave  men  whose  lives 
may  be  sacrificed  for  the  country's  safety. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Acting  Minister  of 
Defence  was,  on  the  30th  June,  1902,  per- 
fectly well  aware  that  certain  of  our  forts 
were  shell-traps,  in  which  it  would  be  dan- 
gerous for  men  to  stand  in  time  of  war,  and 
yet  to  this  day  no  steps  have  been  taken  to 
rectify  the  defects. 

Senator  Dawson. — Has  the  h(Hiorable 
senator  seen  the  Queenscliff  fort? 

Senator  MATHESON.— t  have  never 
been  inside  the  fort. 

Senator  DAWSOM.~Tf  the  hcxnrable 
senator  had  seen  the  fort  he  would  realize 
the  absurdity  of  his  statements. 

Senator  MATHESOX.— The  honorable 
senator  speaks  with  the  authority  of  an  ex- 
X'inister  of  Defence,  whereas  I  am  speak- 
ing simply  as  one  of  the  public,  of  the 
public  utterances  of  another  ex-Minister  of 
Defence,  so  that  the  Senate  may  place  die 


views  of  one  as  against  die  views  of  the 
other,  both  probably  being  equally  compe- 
tent to  form  an  opinion.  This  instance 
only  shows  the  extent  to  which  opinions  may 
differ  on  any  one  subject  We  have 
arrived  at  the  fact  that  quite  apart 
from  being  a  shell-trap,  Albany  is 
not  defended  in  any  cense  of  the 
word.  The  6-inch  guns  are  absolutdT 
useless  to  protect  the  mine-field,  fot  whicfa. 
if  honorable  soiatws  read  Major-Geoeral 
Hbtton's  report,  they  will  see  the  guns 
were  intended.  Those  guns  would  be  oot- 
ranged  by  guns  on  any  modem  cruisers  sent 
to  atUck  the  forts.  Then  at  Albany,  there 
is  no  seiarch-light  apparatus,  no  plant  for 
generating  electric  light,  and  no  staff  of 
submarine  engineers. 

Senator  Dawscw. — About  a  month  ago 
submarine  engineers  were  sent  to  Albany. 

Senator  MATHESON.— Of  course  I  ac- 
cept the  ex-Minister's  explanaticm,  bat  so 
far  as  the  reports  and  the  Army  list  are 
concerned,  no  submarine  miners  or  engi- 
neers are  stationed  at  Albany,  or,  in  fact,  in 
Western  Australia.  I  am  sure  the  ex- 
Klinister  of  Defence  deserves  the  thanks  oi 
the  CcHnmonvealth  if  he  was  the  meam  of 
having  these  men  sent  to  the  fort  ai  a  very 
necessvy  complement  to  the  defences  cf 
that  State.  This  is  what  the  Colonial 
Defence  Committee,  the  great  English  au- 
thority, had  to  say  on  fixed  defences  in 
their  report,  dated  30th  March,  1901: — 

The  object  of  fixed  defences  is  to  deter  the 
enemy's  vessels  from  approaching  irithin  the 
range  at  which  his  fire  would  be  effective. 

That  is  to  say,  the  gtms  in  the  fittd  defences 
fx  forts  sh(Hild  be  able  to  out  •range  any 
guns  likely  to  be  brought  against  them,  or 
otherwise  the  former  are  abscrfutely  useless. 

There  is  no  use  whatever  in  paying  thirty- 
six  men,  as  we  do  year  after  year,  to  play 
at  the  defence  of  Albany,  unless  the  guns 
of  which  they  have  charge  are  able  to  out- 
range any  guns  likely  to  be  brought  against 
them.  What  the  result  of  stich  weak  de- 
fences is  we  have  seen  in  connexim  with 
the  Japanese  war.  The  ships  or  batteries 
containing  long  range  guns  are  out  of  the 
range  of  the  defending  forces,  and  are  able 
to  shell  and  destroy  the  latter.  There 
are  no  guns  that  would  be  of  any  use 
in  the  defence  of  the  Commonwealth  for 
long  range  purposes  except  a  9*2  inch  gun — 
no  gun  of  a  lower  calibre  would  be  of  anv 
value.  I  know  that  Senator  Dawscxi  holds 
views  different  from  my  own  on  this  sub- 
ject. 
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Senator  Dawson. — I  do  not  hold  dif- 
ferent views  as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  gun, 
but  it  is  a  question  of  cost. 

Senator  MATHESON.— The  question  of 
cost  cannot  be  oonsidned  in  connexicHi  with 
d^oKes,  but  must  be  put  cm  one  side  alto- 
grther.  We  must  make  our  defences  effi- 
cient, or  it  is  not  worth  while  having  any 
defences. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — That  is  a 
large  proposition. 

Senator  NIATHESON.—What  would  be 
said  of  a  manufacturer  who,  in  the  face  of 
competiticHi,  was  satisfied  with  inferior 
plant? 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — That  is  an- 
other matter. 

Senator  MATHESON.— The  positions 
are  identical. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syuon. — If  a  manu- 
facturer has  not  the  money  to  get  a  new 
plant,  what  is  to  happen? 

Senator  MATHESON.— If  we  have  not 
the  means  for  adequate  defences,  why 
diould  we  waste  j^yoo^ooo  per  annum  on 
plant  whidi  we  know  to  be  inferior? 

Senator  Cxjuions. — Must  evo^  manufac- 
turer have  the  maximum  of  capital  ?  Can- 
not a  manufacturer  get  on  with  a  little  less? 

Senator  MATHESON. — Every  manu- 
facturer who  is  worth  his  salt  throws  out 
his  old  plant  as  soon  as  better  plant  is 
invented,  as  the  honorable  senator  would 
know  if  he  were  a  mercantile  man. 

Senator  CuuoNS . — ^A  manuf  actu  rer 
would  have  to  be  worth  something  more  than 
*■  his  salt  "  to  do  business  in  that  way. 

Senator  MATHESON.— What  is  the  al- 
ternative if  a  manufacturer  cannot  obtain 
the  best  plant  ?  He  must  see  his  competi- 
tors beating  him  year  after  year,  and  ul- 
timately he  must  become  baidcrupt. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syhon. — Does  the 
honorably  senator  not  think  that  some  little 
consideration  ^uld  be  given  to  the  element 
of  cost 

Senator  iMATHESON.— I  quite  agree 
with  the  honorable  and  learned  senator,  but 
if  we  in  Parliament  consider  that  the  cost 
is  beyond  us  we  ought  to  abandon  the  busi- 
ness til'togefher.  Do  not  let  us  go  on 
dragging  00, 000  out  of  the  Common- 
wealth each  year  for  what  we  know  to  hi 
a  farce. 

Senator  Cleieons. — Is  it  not  possible  to 
secure  efficiency  for  that  expenditure? 

Senator  Dawson. — Cannot  we  secure  effi- 
ciency without  9'2  gtms,  which  ccst  about 
;^30,ooo  each? 


Senator  MATHESON.— We  cannot  se- 
cure efficient  defence  without  9*2  guns  in 
those  places  we  wish  to  defend.  We  have 
to  settle  OD  what  places  we  desire  to  defend, 
and  if  it  be  decided  that  Western  Australia 
is  not  worth  defending^  well  and  good. 

Senator  Cleuons. — No  one  would  dare 
to  say  that. 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  am  glad  to 
hear  that  remark,  because  I  quite  expected 
Senator  Clemons  to  express  a  omtrary  opin- 
ion about  Western  Australia.  If  the  Con- 
stitution is  worth  anything,  and  we  desire 
to  pay  regard  to  that  particular  provisior 
which  makes  this  Parliament  responsible 
for  the  defence  of  the  States,  those  de- 
fences ought  to  be  placed  in  an  efficient 
condition. 

Senator  Clemons. — ^We  cannot  be  asked 
to  do  that  regardless  of  expense. 

Senator  MATHESON.— If  proper  de- 
fences cannot  be  provided,  let  us  make  no 
pretence  at  defences.  Do  not  let  us  lead 
the  British  Government,  the  Admiral  of  the 
Stati(Mi,  and  the  people  td  suppose  thsT  Al- 
bany is  defended,  when  it  is  defenceless. 
Even  the  6-inch  guns  at  Albany  are  not 
modem  guns,  and  do  not  possess  the  pene- 
trative power  and  other  advantages  which 
are  possessed  by  gims  of  similar  calibre 
turned  out  at  the  present  day. 

Senator  Drake. — Has  t4ie  honorable 
senator  made  any  calculation  of  what  would 
be  the  total  cost  of  defending  Australia  on 
that  basis? 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  make  any  such  calculation.  That 
is  why  we  want  the  Council  of  Defence.  We 
are  not  in  a  position  to  arrive  at  a  conclu- 
sion. The  Kfinister  will  not  make  suc':i  a  cnl- 
culati(xi,  and,  if  the  responsible  adviser  of 
the  Minister  does  so,  and  the  amount  in- 
volved is  larger  than  the  Government  care 
to  spend,  the  Minister,  as  Sir  George  Tur- 
ner did,  takes  his  pen,  and  sweeps  off  half. 

Senator  Drake. — That  was  because  he 
knew  Parliament  would  not  vote  the  mcmey. 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  speak  subject 
to  correction,  but  I  think  that  last  year 
Major-General  Hutton  stated  that  it  was 
essential  that  35,000  should  be  spent. 
Sir  George  Turner  then  took  his  pen,  and' 
reduced  the  estimate  by  50  per  cent. 

Senator  Drake. — That  was  because  Par- 
liament would  not  have  voted  t^ie  money. 

Senator  MATHESON.  —  Parliament 
never  had  the  opportunity,  and  we  all  know 
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that  Parliament  cannot  increase  a  vote- 
Why  blame  Parliament  when  the  blame 
lies  with  the  Government? 

Senator  Drake. —  Because  a  general 
.pledge  bad  been  made  to  Parliament  that 
-expendituEe  would  be  cut  down. 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  do  not  wish 
to  contradict  the  honorable  and  learned  sen- 
ator rudely,  but  there  was  no  such  general 
pledge.  The  pledge  was  that  the  money 
spent  on  the  Head-Quarters  Staff,  and  so 
on,  would  be  reduced. 

Senator  Clehons. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  think  that  we  oould  afford  9*2  guns 
at  every  port  and  harbor  in  the  Common- 
wealth ? 

Senator  MATHESON.— We  ought  either 
to  drop  any  pretensions  at  defences  or  place 
9*2  guns  at  the  places  we  wish  to  defend. 
It  is  a  farce  to  spend  money,  year  after 
year,  in  supporting  garrisons  and  places 
whidi  could  not  be  defended  with  the  ar- 
mament provided. 

Senator  Cleuons. — Some  of  us  might 
modestly  suggest  that  there  were  other  ports 
to  be  defended  besides  Albany. 

Senator  MATHESON.— Yes;  there  is, 
of  course,  Hobart,  and  also  Launcestcm.  I 
do  not,  however,  wish  to  raise  State  ques- 
tions, but .  to  deal  with  the  mat:  :r  on  ar 
broad  a  basis  as  possible. 

Senator  Cleuons. — Could  we  have  9*2 
guns  at  all  those  ports? 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  really  cannot 
answer  the  honorable  senator ;  that  is  a  mat- 
ter for  the  Council  of  Defence. 

Senator  Dawson. — Such  armament  is  not 
required  in  all  the  States,  because  there  are 
only  two  points  of  entrance  into  Australia 
— Queensland  and  Western  Australia. 

Senator  MATHESON.— That  is  a  pos- 
sible argument,  with  which,  however,  I  do 
not  quite  agree,  though  I  understand  the 
drift  of  tt^  honorable  senator's  interjec- 
tion. I  wish  to  lay  further  stress  on  this 
question  of  the  9*2  guns.  On  the  29th 
August,  of  the  present  year,  a  telegram 
came  from  England  to  the  effect  that  the 
British  Admiralty  are  abolishing  4*7  and 
6-inch  guns  in  favour  of  9*2  guns;  and  I 
may  say  that  my  notes  for  this  adj  .ess  werr 
put  together  before  that  telegram  arrived 
At  the  same  time,  I  do  not  wish  to  Li!  mis- 
understood.  The  duty  of  9*3  guns  is  to  keep 
the  enemy  out  of  range,  and  prevtriv  their 
from  shelling  the  forts,  but  6-inch 
guns  are  also  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  protection  of  narrow  channels,  where 
the  enemy  must  come  within  short  range. 


I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  for  an  in- 
stant to  say  that  the  6-inch  guns  are  not 
necessary.  In  those  places  whne  we  bad 
not  9'2  inch  guns,  the  enemy,  after  having 
shelled  their  batteries,  and  destroyed  the 
6-indi  gims,  would  be  able  to  send  in  their 
torpedo  boat  destroyers,  and  destroy  the 
mine-field.  The  protection  of  all  these 
ports,  I  understand;  is  the  mine-field^  which 
is  laid  down  under  the  immediate  protectim 
of  the  6-inch  guns.  Now,  the  6-izidi  gun 
is  a  quick  firer.  A  certain  number  of  shots 
can  be  fired  extremely  rapidly,  because  the 
cartridge  can  be  put  into  it  by  a  man.  But 
anything  above  a  6-ifx:h  gun  requires  ma- 
chinery for  loading,  and  therefore  a,  venf 
mudi  reduced  number  of  shots  can  be  fired 
in  the  same  time.  I  hope  that  up  to  that 
point  I  have  the  Senate  with  me  in  proving 
the  necessity  for  a  Council  of  Defence. 
We  now  come  to  the  13th  of  July  of  the 
current  year.  On  that  occasion  Senator 
Pearce  wished  to  know  how  many  obst^e 
guns  were  being  used  by  the  field  ar- 
tillery, and  Senator  Dawson  said  that 
of  his  personal  knowledge  he  oould  say  no- 
thing on  the  subject,  but  that  he  had  made 
it  his  business  to  inquire  at  the  Depart- 
ment, and  that  the  reply  be  got  was  that  the 
Department  was  utterly  unaware  of  any  ob- 
solete guns  being  used  by  the  field  artillery 
at  the  present  time.  On  the  38th  of  July, 
1904,  I  moved  for  a  return,  which  was 
laid  upon  the  table  on  the  nth  of  August 
It  is  an  analysis  of  the  schedule  of  field 
guns  in  present  service,  as  shown  in  Appen- 
dix K  of  the  General  Officer  Commanding's 
report  of  the  ist  May,  1904.  Of  eigbty- 
two  guns,  sixteen  are  15-pounder  guns  with 
the  modem  breech  action,  and  to  tihat 
extent  up-to-date;  twelve  are  15-pounder 
guns,  with  the  obsolete  breech  ac- 
tion ;  sixteen  are  i2-pounder  guns,  whidi 
have  the  obsolete  breech  acdon,  and  are 
going  to  be  converted;  thirty  are  muzzle- 
loaders,  fit  for  nothing  but  the  scrap  heap, 
or  for  parks;  four  are  breech-loading 
howitzers,  with  the  obsolete  breech  action, 
and  four  are  breech-loading  40-pounder 
siege  guns,  with  the  obsolete  breech  action. 

.Senator  Dawson. — But  they  can  be  mA 
home  and  converted. 

Senator  MATHESON.— It  is  quite  true 
that  they  can  be  converted,  but  what  would 
be  the  cost  of  converting  these  siege  guns? 

Senator  Dawson. — About  ;^^i,500. 

Senator  MATHESON.— It  could  be  done 
at  a  cost  of  /^i,s°°>  to  sa-y  nothing  of  the 
freight  I  wish  to  explain  why  the  obso- 
lete breech  acticm  completely  pttts  the  guns 

DigttJzed  by  GoOglC 


Jiimsierial 


[9  Skptbmber,  1904.] 


Statement. 


4473 


out  of  acoNint,  as  far  as  efficiency  is  con* 
cemed.  At  the  barracks  heie  a  man  is 
taught  to  work  these  guns  on  a  one  motion 
breech  action.  The  object  of  the  tuition 
is  to  teach  the  men  to  fire  as  many  shots 
as  possible  in  a  given  time,  and  to  do  that 
each  man  must  become  a  mere  machine  In 
loading  the  gun.  After  he  has  become 
a  mere  automaton,  he  goes  down  to  Queens- 
diff,  where  he  finds  himself  placed  in 
charge  of  a  gun  with  the  obsolete  breech 
action,  whidi  requires  three  motions. 
What  is  the  consequence?  After  he 
loads  the  gun,  he  slams  the  breech  to,  and 
does  not  give  the  handle  the  other  two 
turns.  When  another  man  pulls  a  string, 
the  cartridge  goes  off,  the  breech  block  is 
blown  out  behind,  and  if  a  man  is  there 
he  is  killed.  It  is  reported  in  the  press 
this  morning  that  <»i  one  of  His  Majesty's 
ships  of  war  a  breech  block  blew  out,  and 
killed  several  men. 

Senator  Dawson. — Is  it  the  fault  of  the 
guns  at  Queenscliff,  or  the  fault  of  the  petty 
c^cer  in  not  giving  the  requisite  order  ? 

Senator  MATHESON.— It  may  be  the 
fault  of  the  oSGcer,  but  it  arises  from  the 
fact  th^  after  a  man  has  been  trained  at 
the  barracks  here  to  the  use  of  one  gun 
he  is  put  in  charge  of  another  gun,  and 
he  has  become  more  or  less  of  a  machine 
in  giving  his  orders,  quite  forgetting  that 
three  turns  are  necessary  instead  of  one. 
These  guns  are  more  dangerous  to  people 
behind  .them  than  to  people  in  front  of 
them.  I  now  ccxne  to  another  question, 
which  the  Council  of  Defence  will  have 
to  deal  with,  and  that  is  the  cost  of  con- 
verting these  obsolete  guns.  I  question 
whether  we  are  justified  in  spending  a 
single  penny  in  that  direction.  To  begin 
with,  the  guns  are  absolutelv  obsolete  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment. For  their  field  artillery  the  British 
Government  have  now  adopted  the  1 8- 
pounder  gun.  Last  year  I  called  attention 
to  that  fact,  and  one  would  have  imagined 
that  in  the  interval  some  steps  would  have 
been  taken  bv  the  Department  of  Defence 
to  ascertain  the  cost  of  the  new  i8-pounder 
gtms,  which  are  described  as  being  »tremely 
efficient,  and  a  great  improvement  aa  any- 
thing in  use  at  present  by  Continental 
nations. 

Senator  Dawson. — Only  at  long  rajige. 

Senator  MATHESON.— The  description 
reads  as  follows ; — 

The  new  guns  throw  i8-lb.  and  laj-lb.  pro- 
jectilesi  the  former  ihell  being  the  heavieit  of 


the  kind  in  Europe.  Great  rapidity  of  fire  can 
be  obtained.  The  guns  ride  close  to  the  ground, 
the  breech  mechanism  is  of  the  single  motion 
pattern,  and  fixed  ammunition — that  is  to  say, 
the  cartridge  and  shell  are  combined — is  used. 
These  characteristics  havp  enabled  as  many  as 
twenty-eight  rounds  to  be  fired  with  one  gun  in 
a  minute. 

When  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  are 
discarding  all  their  15-pounder  and 
poimder  guns  in  order  to  adopt  the  18- 
pounder  guns,  I  ask  the  Senate  whether  it  is 
a  wise  policy  on  our  part  to  spend  ^£523  in 
converting  a  iz -pounder  gun  into  a  15- 
pounder?  It  is  impossible  for  a  private 
senator  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  point, 
but  to  most  business  men  it  would  cer- 
tainly seem  a  very  doubtful  line  of  policy. 
Here,  again,  I  wish  to  point  out  the  absolute 
want  of  business  capacity  shown  in  the 
Defence  Department  in  connexion  with 
the  valuaticn  of  their  property.  In  a  re- 
port made  on  the  aist  June,  1901,  a  com- 
mittee of  experts  advised  that  a  ccnnplete 
sdiedule  and  valuation  should  be  made  of  all 
the  Iransferred  military  stores  and  property. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  only  yesterday 
I  received  a  reply  from  the  Attorney-Gen- 
eral, to  the  effect  that  no  such  valuation 
has  ever  been  made.  Although  the  States 
will  have  to  be  paid  for  all  these  stores 
and  guns,  still  no  steps  of  any  sort  have 
been  taken  to  assess  tl^ir  value,  or  come  to 
any  arrangement  with  the  States. 

Senator  Dawson.  —  New  South  Wales 
has  already  been  charged  for  some  of  its 
obsolete  guns. 

Senator  MATHESON.  —  I  think  that 
the  honorable  senator  is  mistaken,  because 
we  have  the  word  of  the  Attorney -General, 
and  of  the  Department,  that  the  contrary 
is  the  Tact. 

Senator  Dawson.— Well,  the  fact  is 
the  contrary. 

Senator  MATHESON.—There,  again,  we 
get  a  little  evidence  of  the  necessity  for 
a  Council  of  Defence.  We  get  the  ex- 
Minister  of  Defence  and  the  Attorney-Gen- 
eral absolutely  at  variance  on  a  point  on 
which  there  ought  to  be  no  doubt. 

Senator  Dawson. — I  know  that  certain 
ob.solete  guns  .were  charged  against  the 
Commffliwealth,  and  that  when  we  asked 
the  Government  of  New  South  Wales  if 
they  would  undertake  the  cost  of  distri- 
buting them  to  municipal  councils  and  to 
public  gardens  they  agreed  to  do  sa  That 
was  done  before  I  left  the^office.  . 
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Senator  MATHESON.— The  honorable 
senator  is  quite  right.  I  can  explain  how 
it  arose.  The  State  Government  agreed 
to  distribute  the  guns,  and  not  to  make  a 
charge  against  the  Commonwealth ;  and  no 
valuation  has  been  made  because  none  was 
necessary.  I  now  come  to  the  thirty 
muzzle-loaders  in  the  schedule.  Out  of 
eighty-two  apparently  effective  guns,  thirty 
are  obsolete  muzzle-loaders,  which,  accord - 
to  Major-General  Hutton,  are  absolutely 
useless.  At  page  24  of  his  report  of  ist 
May,  1903,  iie  says — 

The  obsolete  type  of  muzEle-loading  guns  now 
in  existence  in  the  various  States  it  useless  for 
service  purposes. 

When  the  mimidpalities  in  Western  Austra- 
lia applied  the  other  day  to  have  these  guns 
distributed  to  them  for  ornamental  purposes 
they  received  a  reply  to  the  effect  that  the 

guns  could  not  be  dispensed  with. 

Senator  Dawson. — Is  that  quite  correct  ? 
Did  not  Mr.  James  absolutely  refuse  to 
bear  the  cost  of  the  transfer  of  these  guns 
from  one  place  to  another? 

Senator  MATHESON.— No ;  the  hon- 
orable senator  is  mistaken  there.  The  gims 
that  were  offered  to  Mr.  James  were  two 
7 -inch  muzzle-loaders — ^guns  of  position — 
which  were  sent  out  by  the  Briti^  Govern* 
ment  in  1884,  and  have  been  lying  in  the 
sand  at  Karrakatta  ever  since,  under  a 
galvanized  iron  roof.  The  muzzle-loading 
field  guns  are  absolutely  useless  for  train- 
ing or  anything  else,  and  are  kept  on  the 
schedule  of  effectivd  guns  simply  to  deceive 
the  public  of  Western  Australia.  We  are 
told  that  the  defence  of  that  State  consists 
of  ten  guns,  whoi,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  only 
two  of  them  are  effective. 

Senator  Dawson. — The  fart  remains  that 
Mr.  James  refused  to  incur  one  penny  of 
expenditure  on  the  transfer  of  any  obsolete 
guns  to  any  garden  or  municipality. 

Senator  MATHESON.— The  honorable 
senator  is  mistaken  there. 

Senator  Dawson.  —  Well,  I  read  the 
papers. 

Senator  MATHESON. — Fhave  also  seen 
the  papers,  which  show  that  Mr.  James,  in 
reply  to  a  communication  from  the  Federal 
Government,  wrote: — 

The  military  authorities  inform  me  that  there 
are  at  present  only  two  guns  which  could  be 
granted  to  parks,  &c.,  namely,  those  stored  at 
Karrnkatta ;  but  these  would  entail  -a  heavy  cost 
in  removal  and  mounting.  As  the  guns  referred 
to  have  little  interest,  I  question  if  any  public 
body  would  care  to  pay  the  cost  of  removal,  ftc. 
There  are  eight  smaller  gunt  which  will  be  avail- 


able whcQ  replaced  by  ones  of  more  moden  ] 
tern.  These  guns  would,  no  doubt,  be  suiu 
for  the  purposes  indicated  in  your  letter. 

In  view  of  the  above  facts,  I  think  it  wtsci 
deal  with  the  question  as  it  arises,  and  do  not  c 
to  commit  the  Government  at  to  its  fntnrc  acti 

The  municipalities,  1  may  say,  are  \ 
fectly  prepared  to  take  eight  tnuzzle-Io 
ing  field  guns;  but  the  Defence  1 
partment  wishes  to  swell  the  list 
apparently  effective  gims  In  West 
Australia.  I  am  not  quite  sure  about  A 
toria ;  but  in  several  of  the  eastern  Su 
muzzle-loading  field  gims  are  still  kep: 
the  effective  list,  although  they  are  at 
lutely  useless.  When  I  moved  my  miii 
last  year  for  a  return  of  the  deficient  sto 
Sir  John  Forrest,  as  usual,  went  out  of 
way  to  have  an  interview  with  the  pr 
He  said  that  there  were  ten  modem 
cient  field  guns  in  New  S^' 
Wales,  and  pooh-poohed  my  statem 
When  we  get  this  return,  after  verii-  p 
difficulty,  we  find  that  New  South  \V; 
has  only  four  modem  efficient  field  g 
with  the  up-to-date  single  breedi  acrl 
and  that  the  other  six  guns  have  the  obsd 
breech  action,  and  are  not.  as  be  ten 
them,  modern  effident  field  guns.  So  ni 
for  the  infnrmatioi  that  gets  placed  at 
disposal  of  the  Minister  of  Defenrt: 
the  Department. 

Senator  Dawson. — What  braix±  of 
Department  does  the  honorable  S'T.i 
mean? 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  hm  no;  \ 
Ministdr  of  Defence,  and  therefore  I 

not  know. 

Senator  Dawson. — But  the  honnri 
senator  is  making  charges  against  threi 
four  branches  of  the  Department. 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  absoK* 
Minister,  whom  I  regard  as  simpK 
mouthpiece  of  the  Department.  Or  I 
30th  of  August  lastf  in  the  fort  at  si 
Head,  Sydney,  the  men  were  firing  f 
80-pound  muzzle-loaders,  which  wouM 
absolutely  usdess  in  time  of  war. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syhon. — Is  there 
some  part  of  the  training  w4ijch  tD\z-'\ 
carried  on  with  even  a  duouny  gun  ? 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  do  not  ki 
as  I  am  not  an  expert.  Of  course,  th^  1 
orable  and  learned  senator  understands 
distinctitHi  betwe«i  a  muzzle-loading  | 
and  a  breech -loadinK^  gun.  It  is  peifd 
obvious  that  the  training  of  a  man  in 
case  must  be  different  from  the  tr-iii 
of  a  man  in  the  other  case. 
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Senator  Sir  Tosiah  Syuon. — I  should 
think  that  the  drill  as  to  position  would  be 
the  same  in  the  case  of  the  muzzle-loading 
gun  as  in  the  case  of  the  breech-loading 
gun. 

Senator  MATHESON.— The  honorable 
and  learned  senator  will  find  on  investiga- 
tion that  that  is  not  sa 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Svmnv. — ^There  is  no 
barm  in  a  man  knowing  how  to  load  an 
ordinary  fowling  piece;  it  does  not  injure 
him  in  learning  how  to  load  a  rifle. 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  never  said 
there  was  any  harm  in  it.  I  say  that  it 
is  a  complete  waste  of  time  and  money. 
Even  every  breech-loading  gun  has  a  de- 
ferent throw  of  its  projectile;  and  it  is 
laid  down  in  cme  of  the  reports  of  the  Col- 
cmial  Defence  Committee,  that  it  is  ex- 
tremely desirable  that  the  captain  of  a  ^un 
should  be  attached  to  the  gun  he  is  going 
to  use  in  time  of  war,  in  orcler  that  he 
may  know  its  tri^,  to  such  an  extent  do 
breech-loading  guns  differ.  How  useless 
must  it  be,  therefore,  to  train  artillerymen 
to  use  muzzle- loading  guns  I  Now  I  come 
back  to  Western  Australia,  and  in  the  posi- 
tion of  that  State  with  reference  to  de- 
fence I  find  one  of  my  strongest  arguments 
in  favour  of  a  Courxnl  of  Defence.  From 
the  very  ooounenoement  of  the  Common- 
wealth, we  in  Western  Australia  have  suf- 
fered from  systematic  neglect. 

Senator  Dawson. — Colonel  Biccardo  is 
there;  what  more  does  Western  Australia 
want? 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  find  from  the 
Estimates  that  in  1902,  the  Albany  garri- 
son figured  at  forty  men ;  but  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  they  only  had  about  50  per  cent,  of 
the  total  number  in  the  garrison.  That  is 
to  say  they  had  twenty.  Senator  O'Connor 
when  Vice-President  of  the  Executive 
Council,  pooh-poohed  my  statement  to  that 
effect,  and  said  that  it  was  the  imagination 
of  a  fevered  brain.  I  passed  over  to  Wes- 
tern Australia  a  fortnight  later,  and  inves- 
tigated the  situation.  I  found  that  there 
were  enrolled  at  Albany  at  that  moment 
eight  commissioned  and  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  thirteen  men,  that  is  to  say, 
twenty-one  men  in  all.  So  much 
for  the  imagination  of  my  fevered 
brain !  Of  these  men  several  weie 
on  leave.  So  that,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  on  an  average  there  were  on  the  roll 
during  one  week  in  October,  1903,  only 
five  men  per  diem  at  that  foit — ^not  suffi- 
cient to  clean  the'  guns.  The  then  Minister 
of  Defence,  Sir  John  Forrest,  when  the 


question  was  brought  before  bim,  was  of 
course  not  aware  of  the  position.  Proving 
that  I  was  thoroughly  right,  sixteen  men 
were  sent  over  in  1902,  including  a  ser- 
geant. Then  what  happened  ?  There  was 
a  most  ridiculous  positicHi  of  affairs.  These 
xaea  were  enrolled  under  the  Victorian 
Act.  When  they  reiached  Western  Austra- 
lia they  were  under  no  Act  whatever. 
The  Ofiicer  Commanding  in  Western 
Australia  had  no  legal  power  to  enforce  any 
penalty  or  any  discipline  on  any  one  of 
these  men.  The  ex-Minister  of  Defence 
can  confirm  that  statement.  Until  we 
passed  the  ComnHXiwealth  Defence  Act, 
members  of  the  Defence  Force  in  one  State, 
who  were  sent  into  another  State,  were  abso- 
lutely free  of  all  control,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  th^  were  enn^led  under  a  State  Act, 
which  was  in  force  only  in  the  State  from 
whidi  thc!y  had  come. 

Senator  Dawson. — ^That  is  right,  but  it 
must  be  remembered  that  they  were  under 
the  regulations. 

Senator  MATHESON.— These  men 
were  sent  over  simply  to  avoid  enrolling 
men  in  Western  Australia.  Now  the  De- 
partment has  gCHie  to  the  other  extreme. 
At  Albany  they  have  thirty  men  and  no 
staff. 

Senator  Dawson. — In  Meflbcume  they 
have  all  staff  and  no  men  I 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  say  nothing 
about  Melbourne,  because  I  do  not  know, 
but  I  want  to  make  clear  the  positicn  so 
far  as  Western  Australia  is  concerned.  I 
want  to  show  that  Western  Australia  has 
suffered  from  systematic  neglect  from  the 
beginning.  On  the  30th  June,  1902,  provi- 
sion was  made  on  the  Estimates  for  ;£5f6oo 
for  drill  halls  In  Western  Australia.  We 
find  from  the  Estimates,  dated  30th  June, 
1903,  that  only  £,6^0  of  that  sum  had  been 
spent.  The  rest  had  been  saved.  Then, 
again,  when  we  come  to  the  Estimates  dated 
30th  June,  1904,  as  I  pointed  out  last  year, 
iC<3*27o  was  voted.  At  least  ^£9,000  of 
that  was  never  spent. 

Senator  Dawson. — ^Was  not  that  to  be 
put  into  small  arms  ? 

Senator  MATHESON.  —  No;  only 
j^S.ooo  was  put  into  small  arms,  a  very 
small  proportion  of  which  went  to  Western 
Australia.  This  treatment  of  Western 
Australia  is  not  confined  to  the  Defence  De- 
partment. It  is  part  of  a  systematic  course 
of  neglect  of  Western  Australia  on  the  part 
the  Comnuxiwealth  Government.  I 
find  in  the  Estimates  for  1903  that  a  sum 
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of  £2,zoo  was  set  aside  for  Customs  build- 
ings at  Perth.  In  the  Estimates  for  1903 
the  same  sum  for  the  same  buildings  is  set 
down.  The  buildings  have  not  been  erected. 
In  the  Estimates  for  1904  we  find  the  same 
sum  over  again;  and,  probably,  when  the 
Estimates  for  1904-5  come  along,  we  shall 
find  the  same  sum  upon  them  which  we  have 
had  year  after  year.  It  seems  to  be  nobody's 
interest  to  see  that  the  money  is  spent. 
I  went  into  the  question  of  the  defence  of 
Fremantle  on  a  previous  occasion,  so  that  it 
is  of  no  use  to  deal  with  that  again.  I 
come  to  another  pwnt  in  connexion  with  the 
defence  of  Fremantle,  and  it  is  this :  The 
present  proposal,  as  I  understand  it,  is  to 
put  7*5  inch  guns  into  the  Fremantle  forti- 
fications. I  must  insist  that  no  arm  is  of 
any  use  for  the  defence  of  any  of  these 
forts  and  for  keeping  off  an  enemy  but 
9*a-inch  guns.  That,  again,  is  another 
question  which  a  Defence  Committee  would 
go  into  and  advise  Parliament  upon. 

Senator  Dawson.— What  time  would 
elapse  between  the  placing  of  an  order  and 
the  delivery  of  the  guns  ? 

Senator  MATHESON.— It  it  of  no  use 
to  put  such  questions  to  me.  What  I  am 
advocating  is  that  our  defences  should  be 
looked  after  in  a  business-like  way.  I 
say  again  that  we  shall  have  no  satisfaction 
until  we  have  a  Council  of  Defence. 

Senator  Drake.— Where  are  we  to  gel 
the  mOTieVi  from  ? 

Senator  MATHESON.  —  If  we  caimot 
get  the  money  we  shall  know  our  position. 
We  shall  know  what  it  is  necessary  to  spend 
when  we  have  the  money.  But  at  present 
there  is  no  responsibility  of  any  sort.  I 
insist  that  Parliament  must  take  the  respon- 
sibility. 

Senator  DsAtt.— The  honorable  senator 
has  told  us  what  is  wanted. 

Senator  MATHESON.— But  I  know 
what  every  one  will  say.  They  will  say, 
"  But  Senator  Matheson  is  not  an  expert." 
I  am  making  these  statements  in  order  to 
call  attention  to  what  I  believe  to  be  the  true 
facts  of  the  case,  but  to  call  attention  to 
them  will  be  of  no  use  until  we  have  a  body 
of  experts  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  advise 
Parliament. 

Senator  Drake.— We  cannot  do  any  good 
until  we  have  the  mwiey. 

Senator  MATHESON.— Very  well,  but 
let  us  kium  what  is  wanted. 

Senator  Higgs. — ^Would  it  not  be  cheaper 
in  case  of  invauon  to  let  the  enemy  destroy 
Fremantle  and  rebuild  it  afterwards? 


Senator  MATHESON.— A  member  of 
the  Dilative  Council  of  Western  Austra- 
lia said  exactly^  the  same  thing  some  yean 
ago^ 

Senator  Styles. — It  has  been  said  here 

also. 

Senator  MATHESON.  —  I  am  aware 
that  Senator  Styles  has  said  that  there  are 
so  few  people  in  Western  Australia — only 
200,000  or  so — that  it  would  be  more  ad- 
visable to  bring  them  over  to  VictKia  in 
case  of  invasion.  That  is  the  way  that 
questions  affecting  Western  Australia  are 
treated  in  the  Senate.  The  representatives 
of  the  eastern  States  sit  together  and  pooh- 
pooh  every  cbim  that  Western  Auttralia 
has  for  ctxisideraticm  fnxn  the  Common- 
wealth Parliament 

Senator  Higgs. — And  Mr.  Reid  gives 
that  State  no  representation  in  the  Cabinet 

Senator  MATHESON.— Mr.  Reid,  ac- 
cording to  common  report,  offered  an  hono- 
rary portfolio  to  an  ex-Minister  in  another 
House,  but  he,  to  save  his  pride,  would  not 
take  it.  That  is  the  current  report ;  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  is  true.  If  the  inter- 
ests of  the  State  suffer.  Mr.  George  Reid 
is  not  to  blame,  but  the  gentleman  who 
would  not  pocket  his  pride. 

Senator  Styles. — He  wanted  to  pocket 
the  fees ;  he  did  not  believe  in  working  for 
nothing. 

Senator  MATHESON.— Is  it  supposed 
that  the  risk  of  invaaon  in  the  case  of 
Western  Australia  is  less  than  in  the  case 
of  one  of  the  eastern  States? 

Senator  Dawson. — It  certainly  is  not 

Senator  MATHESON.— Yet  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  eastern  States  are  prepared 
to  vote  money  for  the  defence  of  Queens- 
cliff  and  Sydney  Heads,  whilst  the  Go- 
vernment simply  allocate  7-indi  guns  f<x 
the  defence  of  Fremantle. 

Senator  Givens. — What  are  the  eastern 
States  to  which  the  hcHKnable  senator  re- 
fers? 

Senator   MATHESON.  —  Queensland, 

Victoria,  and  New  South  Wales. 

Senator  Gitens. — The  honorable  senator 
must  not  include  Queensland  in  that  criti- 
cism. 

Senator  MATHESON.— Then  I  apok>- 
gize  to  the  honorable  senator.  I  am  glad 
that  he  takes  a  more  Federal  view  of  our 
interests  than  other  soiators  f)a  But  I  am 
accustomed  to  hear  such  interjectioiis  from 
Senator  Styles  in  connexi(»  witfi  the  West- 
em  Australian  railway,  and  every  other 
claim  that  Western  Australia  has  upoo  the 
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Comnonwealth.  From  a  defence  point  of 
view,  as  showing  the  position  which  Western 
Australia  occupies,  let  me  quote  what 
Major-General  Hutton  says — 

Tbe  potential  wealth  of  the  gold-fields^  and 
the  TMt  extent  of  valuable  and  unoccupied  land 
in  the  territories  of  Western  Australia  rendered 
the  acquisition  of  that  portion  of  the  Australian 
Continent  a  most  valuable  prize  to  foreign  na- 
tions. The  strategical  situation,  moreover,  of 
Western  Australia,  dominating,  as  it  does,  the 
southern  side  of  the  Indian  Ocean,  and  the  con- 
Tergine  trade  routes  from  the  west,  must  be  con- 
sidered ai  of  the  greatest  importance  to  British 
and  Australian  interests. 

What  have  we  to  oppose  to  a  well -equipped, 
well-trained,  and  well-oiganized  expedi- 
tion? 

SenatOT  Guthrie.' — How  are  20,000  men 
going  to  be  brought  here  to  invade  Aus- 
tralia ? 

Senator  MATHESON.— We  have  in 

Western  Australia  a  field  force  of  107 
officers,  and  1,496  men.  We  have  2,704 
men  in  all,  who  are  charged  with  the  de- 
fence of  a  State  which  is  the  most  likely 
of  all  the  States  to  be  attacked,  because 
it  is  a  State  from  which  gold  can  be  taken 
at  any  m<xnent. 

Senator  Guthrie. — Where  is  the  attack 
coming  from? 

Senator  MATHESON.— If  there  is  not 
going  to  be  any  attack,  why  have  we  any 
defence  whatever  ?  We  assume  that  an 
attack  is  likely  at  some  time  to  be  made 
when  we  make  any  arrangements  for  otu 
defence. 

SenatOT  db  LarOze. — Evervbodv  admits 
that.  . 

Senator  MATHESON.— We  have  two 
modern  field  guns,  but  the  men  are  suffer- 
ing from  want  of  instructors ;  and  our 
artillery  is  trained  to  practice  with  muzzle- 
loaders.  Major-GCTeral  Hutton  makes  ix> 
pretence  that  we  can  defend  ourselves. 
This  is  what  he  says— 

Under  the  existing  circumstances,  Western 
Australia,  for  purposes  of  co-operative  military 
assistance  from  the  other  States,  is  as  far  distant 
from  direct  means  of  reinforcement  as  New  Zea- 
land is  from  the  eastern  States  of  Australia. 

That  is  what  we  in  the  west  have  got  from 
Federation  I  We  are  denied  the  right  to 
provide  for  our  own  defence,  and  the  C«n- 
monwealth  absolutely  declines  to  provide 
for  it.  There  can  be  no  disputing  that 
statement,  because  we  have  it  0x1  the  author- 
ity of  Major-General  Hutt(»i,  who  says 
that  it  is  absolutely  impossible  under  ex- 
isting circumstances  to  defend  Western 
Australia  through  the  eastern  States. 


Senator  Higgs. — The  honorable  senator 
seems  to  have  met  with  a  similar  recep- 
tion in  the  Western  Australian  State  Par- 
liament. 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  am  not  aware 
of  that 

Senator  Givbns. — Who  provided  these 
obsolete  guns  in  the  first  instance  in  West- 
ern Australia? 

Senator  MATHESON.— They  were  not 
obsolete  when  tliey  were  purchased.  They 
have  become  obsolete. 

Senator  Given^.  —  Muzzle-loaders  were 
obsolete  thirty  years  ago. 

Senator  MATHESON.— But  what  do  we 
find  in  the  eastern  States?  We  find  that 
provision  is  made  for  56,691  men  in  all, 
38,000  of  whom  are  in  Victcnia,  and  can  be 
moved  about  by  rail  ixcm  one  State  to 
another.  Honorable  senators  are  agreeable 
tp  make  adequate  provision  fi»  the  defence 
of  their  own  States,  but  when  it  comes  to 
the  defence  of  Western  Australia,  the  matter 
is  of  no  importance. 

Senator  Dawson.  • —  Does  the  honorable 
senator  think  that  is  done  designedly  ? 

Senator  MATHESON.— I  do  not  sup- 
pose that  it  has  been  done  deliberately,  but 
it  seems  to  have  been  a  matter  of  complete 
indiiference  to  Ministers  of  Defence  that 
Western  Australia  ought  to  be  defencted. 
That  I  do  say  without  fear  of  contradic- 
tion, and  the  proof  of  it  is  seen  in  the 
remarkable  disparity  between  the  provisicMi 
made  for  Western  Australia  and  for  the 
eastern  States. 

Senator  Drake.  —  Has  the  honorable 
senator  worked  out  the  provision  in  pro- 
portion to  the  population? 

Senator  MATHESON.— What  has  popu- 
lation got  to  do  with  the  necessity  for 
defence?  It  is  localitv  that  matters.  It 
is  the  wealth  that  can  be  taken  out  of  the 
country.  It  is  the  danger  to  the  whole  of 
Australia  if  Western  Australia  were  seized 
and  held  by  a  foe.  What  have  those  ccm- 
siderations  got  to  do  with  the  relative  num- 
ber of  men  in  t*ie  various  States?  I 
suppose  Senator  Drake  would  say  that,  as 
there  were  so  many  hundreds  of  people  in 
one  State,  and  so  many  hundred^  of 
thousands  in  another,  therefore,  there  ought 
to  be  ten  men  and  a  captain  in 
Western  Australia,  and  tens  of  thousands 
m  other  States.  The  Commonwealth  has 
not  contracted  to  defend  the  States  in  pro- 
porti(»i  to  population.  The  contract  is  to 
defend  the  States  regardless  of  populatitHi. 
Honorable  senators  will  find  the  provision 
in  section  119  of  the  Constitution. 
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Senator  Sir  JosuH  Symon. — It  does  not 

use  the  words  "regardless  of  population." 

Senator  MATHESON.— Would*  Senator 
Sir  Josiah  Symon  maintain  that  defence  is 
to  pay  regard  to  population?  The  section 
to  which  I  allude  says — 

The  Commonwealth  shall  protect  every  State 
against  invaiioo. 

I  quote  that  to  emphasize  the  fact  that 
Major-General  Hutton  says  that  it  is  im- 
possible, under  existing  conditions,  to  de- 
fend Western  Australia.  And  that  is  all 
the  attenticHi  that  the  CcMnmonwealth  pays 
to  our  necessities  in  the  West !  The  very 
scheme  of  defence  that  has  been  outlined, 
shows  the  absurdity  of  the  whole  business. 
When  I  came  to  lock  into  this  question,  I 
found  the  following  facts: — ^That  our 
mounted  infantry  in  Western  Australia  is 
brigaded  for  defence  purposes  with  the 
mounted  infantry  of  South  Australia.  That 
is  to  say,  in  time  of  war,  they  would  be 
under  one  brigade  staff.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  at  the  present  moment,  our  infantry 
in  Western  Australia  is  brigaded  with  the 
infantry  of  Queensland,  South  Australia, 
and  Tasmania.  To  have  an  effective  field 
force  under  a  mobilization  scheme,  you 
would  have  to  bring  all  these  regiments  to- 
together  under  one  cwnmanding  staff.  I 
should  like  to  ask  how  that  is  likely  to  be 
done  effectually.  That  is  another  question 
that  the  Cotmcil  of  Defence  would  have  to 
go  inta  The  very  basis  of  the  Defence 
Forces  of  the  Conunonwealth  would  have  to 
be  reconsidered.  The  consitution  of  our  de- 
fences is,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  based  upon 
the  idea  of  a  force  leaving  Australia.  It 
is  based  upon  an  offensive,  not  upon  a  de- 
fensive scheme.  It  is  only  under  an  of- 
fensive idea  that  the  scheme  becomes  at  all 
practicable,  and  then  I  question  whether  it 
could  be  carried  out  in  an  efficient  way. 

Senator  DAWSON.~The  proposal  is  that 
each  State  Commandant  shall  have  repre- 
sentation on  the  Council  of  Defence. 

Senator  MATHESON.— It  would  be  a 
difficult  thing  to  have  the  States  Comman- 
dants as  members  of  the  Council ;  though 
their  advice  should  be  asked  for  if  neces- 
sary. I  should  like  to  read  what  Major- 
General  Hutton  had  to  say  about  organiza- 
ticm,  because  then  the  Senate  may  judge 
how  far  he  has  been  successful  in  carr)'- 
ing  out  his  own  schemes..  In  his  report, 
dated  the  xst  of  May,  1903,  Major-Gene- 
ral Hutton  says — ' 

The  organization  provides  for  the  adequate 
local  defence  of  the  various  States,  and  also  for 
a  sufficient  field  force  for  active  operatioiu  in 


defence  of  the  whole  Commonwealtli.  The  ooctdi- 
tioQs  governing  the  defence  of  Ansttalia  are  thus 
satisfactorily  dealt  with  so  far  as  organiation 

is  concerned.    .    .  . 

The  iovasioQ  of  Australia  for  purposes  of  terri- 
torial aggression  is  under  certain  possible  circum- 
stances a  military  undertaking  of  no  serious  diffi- 
culty, but  it  could,  and  would  onl^  be,  under- 
taken by  a  large  force  of  the  most  highly-trained 
and  best  equipped  troops,  which  an  enemy  ot 
combination  of  enemies  could  place  in  the  field. 
Military  operati(Mis  against  such  a  foe  could  only 
be  successiully  carriM  out  by  troops  well  organ- 
ized, ably  led,  and  thoroughly  equipped. 

Under  the  drcumstances  that  I  have  shown 
in  connexion  mth  the  defent^  of  Western 
Australia,  can  it  be,  for  one  instant,  held 
by  any  reasonable  man  that  the  organiza- 
tion provides  for  the  adequate  local  de- 
fence of  that  State  ?  The  ccHicluaion  is  in- 
evitable, that  there  must  be  some  body, 
apart  from  political  parties,  to  deal  w^ 
defence  matters — some  body  responnUe 
and  reporting  to  Parliament  direct.  In  no 
other  way  shall  we  ever  get  any  cffident 
defoice  organization.  There  is  a  great  deal 
more  that  I  should  like  to  say,  but  I  ob- 
serve that  it  is  now  after  mid-day,  and  I 
shall  draw  my  remarks  to  a  conclusion.  I 
hope  that  what  I  have  said  is  sufficient  to 
convince  hcKiordsle  senators  that  unless  the 
Government  are  prepared  to  ocuistitute  a 
proper  Council  of  Defence  some  steps  Aodd 
be  taken  to  force  their  hands. 

Senator  O'KEEFE  (Ta8mania).^<hie of 
the  matters  mentioned  in  the  statement  of 
the  Government  policy  unfolded  to  us  by 
the  Attorney -General  the  other  day  is  of 
particular  importance  to  representatives  of 
other  States  beyond  those  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia and  South  Australia.  We  Jiave  heard 
a  good  deal  about  the  proposed  Transcon- 
tinental Railway,  but  until  I  know  more  as 
to  the  practicability  of  the  scheme — of  the 
total  cost,  and  as  to  the  possibility  or  pro- 
bability of  the  railway  paying  working  ex- 
penses, if  not  the  interest  on  cost  of  con- 
struction— I  shall  certainly  not  feel  justi- 
fied in  voting  for  even  an  expenditure  of 
j£20,ooo  for  the  propraed  survey. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — ^That  was 
part  of  the  policy  of  the  late  Government, 
and  surely  the  honorable  senator  is  not 
g<»ng  to  repudiate  that  policy  now  ? 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— I  did  not  say  that 
I  was  in  favour  of  the  proposal  when  the 
late  Government  were  in  power.  I  was  a 
supporter  of  the  late  Government  in,  I  sup- 
pose, practically  all  their  policy ;  and  it 
does  not  lie  well  in  the  mouth  of  the  Attor- 
ney-General to  suggest  inconsistency  on  my 
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part,  seeing  that  he  himself  does  not  swal- 
low everything  which  the  present  Govern- 
ment proposes. 

Senator  Findley. — And,  at  any  rate, 
Senator  O'Keefe's  remarks  show  that  the 
l^abour  Party  are  not  a  bound  party. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— That  is  so.  My 
position  shows  the  hollowness  of  the  charge 
that  the  Labour  Party  are  a  bound  party. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon.— All  they 
are  bound  to,  is  what  they  are  bound  ta 

Senator  CVKEEFE.— That  is  so;  and 
the  terms  of  the  bond  are  publicly  stated, 
so  that  they  may  be  known  by  all.  This 
scheme  for  a  Transcontinental  Railway  is 
of  prime  importance  to  the  smaller  States. 
I  hope  I  am  as  true  a  federalist  as  any  m£"i 
in  this  or  the  other  chamber,  but  in  a  mat- 
ter involving  immense  expenditure,  it  is  the 
duty  of  representatives  of  the  smaller 
States  to  see  that  the  interests  of  those 
States  are  properly  conserved.  Tasmania 
staggers  under  a  national  debt,  not  so  l.irge 
as  that  of  other  ^States,  but  still  lar^e 
enough,  and  most  of  it  has  been  incurred  in 
connexion  with  the  building  of  railways. 
Then,  again,  half  the  annual  revenue  of  Tas- 
mania is  required  to  pay  the  interest  on 
that  national  debt ,  and  it  setms 
rather  unfair  to  the  taxpayers  of  the  small 
States,  that  they  should  be  called  upon  to 
contribute  towards  the  cost  of  a  railway, 
the  most  direct  benefits  of  whicAi  will  go  to 
Western  Australia  and  South  Australia.  I 
do  not  say  for  a  mcanent  that  this  great 
railway  will  not  prove' of  considerable  con- 
venience to  all  the  States  in  providing 
quicker  transit  for  mails  and  passengers; 
but  no  one  can  deny  that  the  two  States  I 
have  mentioned  will  benefit  more  than  any 
of  the  other  States  of  the  Commonwealth. 
I  think  we  are  quite  justified  in  looking  at 
the  project  from  this  point  of  view,  without 
laying  ourselves  open  to  tiie  charge  of  being 
anti-Federalists.  I  now  understand  from  the 
speech  of  Senator  Matheson,  and  from  in- 
terjections by  Senator  Pearce,  and  other 
Western  Australian  representatives,  that 
the  Government  of  that  State  have  made  a 
magnanimous  offer.  I  knew  that  some  offer 
had  been  made,  but  I  thought  that  all  It 
amounted  to  was  that  the  Western  Austra- 
lian Goyernnient  would  make  up  any 
loss  in  interest  on  the  cost  of  con- 
struction, or  take  a  fair  share  of  any 
loss,  as  divided  between  that  State 
and  South  Australia.  However.  I  am  glad 
to  hear  from  Senator  Matheson  that  the  offer 
made  "by  the  late  Premier  of  Western  Aus- 


tralia is  that  all  loss  as  between  the  earn- 
ings of  the  line  and  the  working  expenses, 
plus  interest  on  the  cost  of  construction, 
will  be  guaranteed  by  Western  Australia 
for  some  period  of  years.  If  that  be  the 
case,  no  representative  of  any  State  need 
have  much  objection  to  supporting  an  ex- 
penditure of  ;^2o,ooo  for  a  survey. 

Senator  Matheson. — ^Wbat  I  said  was 
that  that  is  the  offer,  so  far  as  I  knew. 

Senator  Guthrie, — ^The  only  offer  is  that 
of  Western  Australia  to  indemnify  South 
Australia  for  any  loss. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— But  where  would 
the  other  States  "  come  in  "  ? 

Senator  Guthrie.  —  The  other  States 
would  pay* 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— We  require  some 
more  information  before  we  agree  to  the 
proposal  for  a  survey  of  this  line,  and  it 
has  beoi  suggested  by  Senator  Pearce  that 
we  shall  also  have  some  details  as  to 
the  water  supply  along  the  route.  If  the 
expenditure  of  ;^2o,ooo  is  undertaken  for 
a  survey,  I  presiune  that  the  construction 
of  the  line  will  follow.  If  the  two  States 
which  are  most  directly  concerned,  and  which 
will  benefit  most  from  the  construction  of 
the  line,  were  willing  to  give  to  the  tax- 
payers of  other  States  some  guarantee 
to  make  up  even  a  portion  of  the  loss, 
the  representatives  of  those  other  States 
might  be  willing  to  ccsne  to  some  arrange- 
ment. Failing  this  guarantee,  however. 
States  with  big  public  debts  ought  not  to 
be  asked  to  assist  in  building  a  railway  to 
connect  Western  Australia  and  South  Aus- 
tralia ;  and  that  is  a  view  which  I  think 
cannot  be  regarded  as  anti-Federal.  We 
have  heard  a  great  deal  as  to  the  reasons 
why  the  late  Government  were  turned  out 
of  office.  I  do  not  wish  to  go  into  matters 
which  might  involve  personalities,  but  I 
am  justified  in  asking  the  reascm  for  the 
delay  there  has  been  in  Feckral  legisla- 
tion for  the  last  five  or  six  months.  Why 
is  it  that,  although  Parliament  has  been 
in  session  for  six  months,  we  have 
done  so  little  business  ?  I  am  sorry 
to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  whole 
of  the  blame  must  be  laid  at  the 
door  of  Mr.  Deakin.  I  admire  that 
gentleman,  not  only  for  his  charming  per- 
sonality, but  his  splendid  abilities.  I 
also  admired  Mr.  Deakin  for  his  states- 
manship, but  that  admiration  has  ceased 
after  what  has  recently  occurred.  Mr. 
Deakin  likened  the  political  position  ta 
three  elevens  in  the  cricket  field,  but  I 
think     his     simile     most  unfortunate. 
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In  the  first  place,  it  is  impcasible 
for  three  elevens  to  play  together, 
and,  in  the  second  place,  it  is  Mr. 
Deakin  who  has  made  legislation  impossible 
during  the  last  few  months.  What  was  the 
deject  of  Mr.  Deakin  in  taking  the  course 
he  did,  and  how  was  his  object  achieved? 
His  desire  was  to  evolve  two  parties  out 
of  the  three  parties  in  Parliament;  but 
surely  Mr.  Deakin  was  aware  that  for  all 
practical  purposes  there  were  then  only  two 
parties  in  Parliament.  He  had  known  for 
three  years  that  what  was  known  as  the 
third  party  had  supported  him  and  worked 
with  him  in  the  interests  of  the  whole  of 
Australia.  What  Mr.  Deakin  has  succeeded 
in  doing  is  to  evolve  four  parties  out  of 
the  three.  It  may  be  admitted  that  two  of 
the  parties  sit  on  one  side,  and  the  other 
two  on  the  other  side,  but  each  is  a  dis 
tinct  party.  Mr.  Deakio  has  not  been  able 
to  merge  his  protectionist  followers  in 
the  free-traders;  and  the  Labour  Party,  on 
the  other  hand,  are  certainly  not  merging 
their  individuality  in  that  of  the  Liberal 
or  Radical  Protectionists'  wing.  We  have, 
however,  formed  an  honorable  working 
alliance,  as  the  other  two  parties  have  done, 
for  a  term.  On  the  part  of  Mr.  Deakin 
there  was  a  dream — or  perhaps  it  haB  bet- 
ter be  called  a  nightmare— as  to  the  im- 
possibility of  carrying  on  constitutiwial  go- 
venmient  wi&  three  parties  in  the  House 
of  Representatives.  He  regarded  the  posi- 
tion as  intolerable. 

Senator  Pulsford. — So  it  was. 

Senator  O'KEEFE. — Is  the  position  not 
as  intolerable  to-day,  when  there  are  four 
parties  ?  As  politicians,  we  must  come  down 
from  the  clouds  to  which  Mr.  Deakin  has 
soared,  and  admit  that  for  all  practical 
purposes  there  were  only  two  parties — that 
is,  that  the  Labour  Party  and  the  Deakin 
Government  were  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses one  party.  The  alliance  mi^t  not 
have  been  reduced  to  writing,  but  it  was 
tacitly  acknowledged  by  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia in  the  interests  of  progressive  legis- 
lation. On  the  other  hand,  about  one- 
third  of  the  Parliament,  representing,  pos- 
sibly, not  cffie-third  of  the  people  of  Aus- 
^alia,  were  banded  together  under  Mr. 
Reid  to  stop  progressive  legislation. 

Senator  Dhake.— It  was  the  Labour 
Party  which  put  out  the  Deakin  Govern- 
ment. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Senator  Drake 
knows  very  well  that  it  was  not  the  Labour 
Party  which  put  out  the  Deakin  Govern- 


ment. Had  it  not  been  for  tiie  inoit 
treacherous  pditicai  act  we  have  seen  in 

the  Federal  Parliament — the  act  of  the 
men  behind  Mr.  Reid — the  Govemment 
would  not  have  gone  out. 

Senator  Pulsfokd. — What  treacfaeious 
act? 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— I  do  not  lee  why 
a  representative  of  New  South  Wahs 
should  ask  that  question.  Scnne  of  the 
honorable  senator  s  colleagues  in  another 
place  stood  on  the  floor  of  the  House  and 
shamelessly  announced  to  the  country  that 
they  were  going  to  break  the  pledges  they 
had  given  to  the  electors,  their  only  reason 
being  that  Mr.  Deakin  considered  vital  a 
certain  clause  in  the  Arbitration  Bill. 

SenatOT  Draxb. — ^What  Mr.  Deakin  laid 
was  that  he  would  not  consent  to  an  amend- 
ment. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— But  for  this  poli- 
tical treachery,  would  the  Government  have 
been  turned  out  ?  Did  not  Mr.  Reid  ^and 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  and  say  that  he 
agreed  with  Mr.  Deakin  that  the  inclunoo 
of  State  servants  under  the  Bill  -was  un- 
constitutional and  an  infringement  of 
States*  rights?  The  present  Prime  Minis> 
ter  on  that  occasion  turned  his  portly  form 
round  and  said,  "I  am  not  going  to  cast 
black  looks  at  any  of  my  followers  if  they 
think  otherwise."  A  number  of  them  thought 
as  Mr.  Reid  did,  but  they  voted  differently, 
announcing  that  they  would  break  their 
pledges  in  order  to  displace  Mr.  Deakin, 
and  make  Mr.  Reid  Prime  Minister. 
It  is  with  politicians  of  that  class  that  he 
finds  himself  assbdated  to-day,  and  no  one 
is  more  sorry  for  the  tixX  than  I  am.  At 
the  last  genrtal  electicxi  the  people  delib- 
erately returned  three  parties.  Yfhat  man- 
date did  Mr.  Deakin  then  ^  from  the  peo- 
ple of  Australia  to  come  into  this  Parlia- 
ment only  a  few  numtfas  laler,  and  cause 
all  this  hubbub,  which  is  almost  certain  to 
lead  to  another  general  election  within  a 
very  short  time,  and  at  a  cost  of  ;^6q,ooo 
to  the  taxpayers? 

Senator  Drake. — Then  we  shall  get  two 
parties. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— We  may  not  get 
two  parties  theiL  What  mandate,  I  rroeat, 
had  Mr.  Deakin  to  cause  the  loss  cn  all 
this  time,  and  the  expenditure  of  all  this 
money,  when  the  electors  had  deliberately 
sent  in  three  parties,  knowing  when  they 
did  so  that  for  all  practical  purposes  two  of 
them  were  working  together  as  one  ?  When 
Senator  McGregor  was  speaking  yesterday 
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about  Mr.  Deakin's  action,  Senator  Drake 
interjected  that  the  Labour  Party  had  not 
said  so  and  so  prior  to  the  late  general 
electKML 

Senator  Drake. — I  thought  he  was 
attacking  Mr.  Deakin. 

Senator  CVKEEFE.— Whom  have  the 
late  leader  of  Senator  Drake  and  the  pro- 
tectionists in  the  present  Coalition  Govern- 
ment to  thank  for  having  put  their  Tariff 
on  the  statute-book?  Have  they  to  thank 
their  present  allies  or  thefir  present  oppo- 
nents ?  The  members  of  the  Labour  Party 
are  twitted  with  being  divided  on  thei  fiscal 
question.  We  do  not  make  fiscalism  the 
be-all  and  end-all  of  our  politics,  or  the 
first  plank  in  our  platform.  We  put 
social  legislation  above  fiscalism.  I  as 
a  protecticmist  am  very  glad  to  be 
able  to  say  that  it  was  the  protectionist 
members  of  the  Labour  Party  who  made  it 
pMsible  for  us  10  have  a  protectionist  Tariff. 
Will  Senator  Drake  deny  that? 

Senator  Drake. — Certainly  not.  It  was 
not  treated  by  them  as  a  party  question. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— What  happened 
when  the  Bartm  Government  sent  up  their 
Tariff  to  the  Senate  which  was  almost  evenly 
divided  on  the  fiscal  questitm?  In  their 
hour  of  trouble,  when  they  wanted  every 
vote  which  they  could  fairly  look  ui)on  as 
their  own,  they  found  that  Sdnaror  Fraser 
from  Victoria,  and  Senator  Douson  from 
Tasmania,  who  had  been  returned  to  sup- 
port t4ieir  policy,  were  going  over  to  the 
other  side  tm  almost  every  division.  It 
was  the  presence  of  six  protectionists  in  the 
Labour  Party  of  eight  senators,  which 
made  it  possible  for  the  Bart<xi  Government 
to  get  their  Tariff  through  the  Senate.  Sena- 
tor de  Largie  and  I  took  a  big  political  riA 
in  voting  for  the  Tariff,  but  we  believed  in 
protection,  although  it  had  not  been  made 
the  first  plank  in  our  platform.  The  Bar- 
ton Government  were  deserted  not  by  the 
members  of  the  Labour  Party,  but  by  two 
honorable  senators  who  had  been  returned 
to  support  the  whole  of  their  policy.  Yet 
the  Deakin  Party  deserted  the  Labour  Party 
and  embraced  the  gentlemen-  who  had 
bitterly  fought  them  on  every  measure  of 
progressive  politics. 

Senator  Drake. — ^The  honorable  senator 
says  that  we  deserted  the  Labour  Party  be- 
cause we  would  not  accept  an  amOKunent 
which  they  moved  in  our  Bill. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— The  Deakin  Party 
deserted  a  party  which  was  always  admitted 
to  be  their  natural  allies,  not  because  they 


would  not  accept  an  amendment  in  that  Bill, 
but  because  after  that  amendment  was  out 
of  the  way,  an  agreement  or  understanding 
between  the  two  parties  was  broken  by  Mr. 
Deakia 

Senator  Drake. — I  thought  that  we  were 
beaten  on  that  amendment. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— That  is  so;  but 
what  did  Mr.  Deakin  do  after  he  had  asked 
the  Labour  Party  to  form  an  honorable  alli- 
ance with  his  party  ?  Before  his  natural 
allies  could  consider  his  offer  he  asked  the 
other  party  to  join  his  party. 

Senator  Drake. — He  said  openly  that  he 
would  receive  proposals  from  either  partv. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Does  the  honorable 
and  learned  senator  deny  that  before  Mr. 
Deakin  had  received  a  reply  from  his  na- 
tural allies  he  consented  to  a  programme 
for  a  projected  coalition,  and  put  his  name 
to  it?  At  the  time  when  he  signed  that 
programme  he  knew  perfectly  well  that  the 
Labour  Party  had  not  had  time  to  meet  and 
to  consider  whether  they  should  form  the 
working  alliance  which  he  had  proposed. 

Senator  Drake. — Not  time  to  consider  the 
proposal !  I  forget  how  long  they  had ; 
but  I  know  that  it  was  a  long  time. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— I  do  not  forget 
how  long  it  was.  Before  Mr.  Deakin  went 
out  of  office,  towards  the  end  of  April,  he 
came  to  an  hcHwrable  understanding  with 
Mr.  Watson  that  they  both  had  to  pursue 
their  policy  up  to  the  breaking  point,  even  if 
it  involved  his  resignati(Hi,  and  keep  their 
pledges  to  the  electors  quite  irrespective  of 
what  some  of  the  Reidites  intended  to  do. 
But  said  Mr.  Deakin,  "  After  this  clause  is 
out  of  the  way,  then  will  be  the  time  for 
this  natural  alliance  to  commence."  Well, 
towards  the  end  of  April,  Mr.  Watson  was 
sent  for  and  formed  his  Government,  and 
when  he  asked  for  an  adjournment  to  the 
18th  of  May,  Mr.  Deakin  made  a  speech, 
in  which  he  talked  about  giving  the  Go- 
vernment fair  play.  But  what  happened? 
Mr.  Deakin  Icnew  perfectly  well  that  the 
third  party,  with  which  he  was  willing  to 
ally  himself  

Senator  Fraser. — On  certain  conditions, 
of  course. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— What  were  his  con- 
ditions ? 

Senator  Eraser.  —  That  they  would 
waive  certain  things. 

Senator  O'KEEFE. — I  beg  the  honoi- 
able  senator's  pardon,  Mr.  Deakin  did  not 
say  arything  about  that  at  that  tinre.  He 
said  he  was  willing  to  consult  with  eithn 
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party  as  to  the  possibility  of  forming  an  al- 
Uance,  and  he  added  that  the  working 
alliance  could  only  commence  after  a  cer- 
tain event  had  occurred — that  is  after  a 
vital  clause  in  the  Bill  had  been  considered- 
He  knew  very  well  that  it  was  quite  im- 
possible for  the  members  of  our  party  to 
meet  until  the  17th  or  i8th  of  May.  And 
yet  in  the  face  of  that  fact  he  took  ine 
leader  of  the  other  party  into  a  small  cot- 
tage in  Richnvmd,  and  allowed  himself  to 
be  drawn  into  a  coalition  of  another  kindt  I 
blame  Mr.  Deakin  not  ifX  having  coalesced 
with  the  Reid  party,  but  for  having  broken 
his  understanding  with  the  leader  of  ibe 
men  whom  he  had  described  as  his  natural 
allies. 

Senator  Drake. — Was  not  the  conditljn 
that  there  should  be  one  party  P 

Senator -O'KEEFE.— The  only  cuidi- 
tion  was  that  the  two  parties  should  meet 
and  try  to  come  to  some  honorable  working 
alliance. 

Senator  Drake. — ^As  cme  party. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— It  does  not  matter 
whether  it  was  to  be  as  one  party  01  not. 
But  supposing  that  condition  was  made,  no 
<xie  can  deny  that  Mr.  Deakin  knew  that 

his  proposal  oould  not  be  considered  by  the 
Labour  Party  until  the  17th  of  May.  Ten 
days  before  that  date,  however,  he  had 
drawn  up  and  signed  a  programme  for  a 
coalition  with  another  party.  That  was 
not  fair  political  dealing. 

Senator  Keating. — He  had  not  done 
anything  of  the  kind.  He  had  consented  to 
submit  certain  conditions  which  had  been 
agreed  upon  by  two  of  them,  to  their  re- 
spective parties. 

Senator  0'KEEFE.~I  accept  the  cor- 
rection, although  I  do  not  see  that  it  makes 
very  much  difference.  My  complaint  against 
Mr.  Deakin  is  that  many  days  before  it 
was  possible  for  his  proposal  to  be  con- 
sidered by  his  natural  allies  he  drew  up  a 
programme  for  a  coalition  with  Mr.  Reid 
to  submit  to  hisf  own  party.. 

Senator  Keating. — And  he  could  not 
have  refused  to  do  it. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Does  the  honor- 
able and  learned  senator  say  that  Mr. 
Deakin  did  not  try  his  hardest  to  get  his 
party  to  accept  the  programme  for  the 

coalition  ? 

Senator  Keating. — Yes. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Well,  if  he  did 
not  make  the  trial  then  he  did  a  few  days 
afterwards. 


Senator  Keating. — He  left  it  absolutely 

to  his  party  to  act. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Where  does  Mr. 
Deakin  find  himself  to-day  ? 

Senator  Dkake. — His  cfeject  was  to  get 
rid  of  the  three  parties. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— One  result  of  hu 
action  has  been  that  he  has  got  a  fourth 
party.  A  second  result  will  be  a  loss  of 
;^6o,ooo  to  the  Coomionwealth,  the  cost 
of  a  general  election,  and  a  third  result 
will  be  a  delay  of  five  or  six  aionths 
in  passing  useful  legislation.  I  ask  Sena- 
tor Keating  to  consider  whether  even  on 
fiscal  grounds  Mr.  Deakin  could  vtolt  ally 
his  party  more  naturally  with  the  party 
which  helped  him  to  get  his  Tariff  put 
through  the  Senate,  after  Senator  Fraser. 
who  was  returned  as  a  supporter,  deserted 
him. 

Senator  Eraser. — T  did  not. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— On  a  number  of  the 
most  vital  items  in  the  Tariff  the  honorable 
senator  broke  his  political  pledges. 

Senator  Frases. — Give  me  an  instance  tn 
it? 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— The  struggle  ovet 
the  Tariff  was  marked  by  many  such  in- 
stances. I  cannot  pick  out  a  particular 
case  at  random.  But  I  remember  read- 
ing iiit  la  n^spapn  that  the  honorabk 
senator  attended  a  meeting  of  free-tradns, 
and  said  that  he  was  against  the  Barton 
Government. 

Senator  Eraser. — I  attended  a  meeting  in 
oppositicm  to  the  then  Government,  bat  not 
as  a  free-trader. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— The  honorable  sen- 
ator came  here  as  a  supptxter  of  the 
Barton  Govemmoit,  and  I  presume  of  all 
their  policy. 

Senator  Fraser.-— I  did  not.  I  was 
opposed  all  along  to  the  constrocticm  of  the 
Transamtinental  Railway,  and  to  other  pro- 
posals as  well. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— I  understood,  fion 
the  AgCy  that  the  honorable  senator  was  a 
strong  supporter  of  the  Barton  Govemmoat. 
At  any  rate,  it  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with 
putting  him  into  the  Senate. 

Senator  Eraser. — Soiiad  the  Argus,  and 
so  had  my  personal  canvass. 

Senator  O'KEEFE. — Did  the  ArgMs 
claim  the  honorable  senator  as  a  free-trader? 

Senator  Eraser. — No,  it  could  not. 

Senator  O'KEEFE. — Did  the  honorable 
senator  say  he  was  a  free-trader? 

Senator  Fraser. — I  did  not. 
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Senator  O'KEEFE. — Did  the  honorable 
senator  promise  to  give  a  general  support 
to  the  Barton  Government? 

Senator  Frasek. — To  their  policy  as  an- 
nounced at  that  time. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Now  we  are  get- 
ting down  to  the  truth. 

Senator  Frases. — They  did  not  an- 
nounce rabid  protection. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.—What  nonsense  the 
honorable  s«ialor  talks.  They  announced 
a  policy  of  revenue  without  destruction. 
They  announced  that  no  ensting  industries 
should  be  destroyed. 

Senator  Eraser. — ^And  I  did  not  give 
(Mie  vote  to  destroy  an  existing  industry. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— The  honorable  sen- 
ator came  in  as  a  supporter  of  the  Barton 
Government,  and  I  suppose  of  thdr  general 
policy,  but  when  they  were  in  difficulties 
here  he  deserted  them. 

Senator  Fraser.— I  did  not  come  in  as 
a  caucus  man,  but  as  a  free  independent  re- 
presentatiTe. 

Senator  McGregor. — ^That  is  a  lie. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Owier  !  The  hon- 
orable senator  must  withdraw  that  remark. 

Senator  McGregor.— I  shall  not  with- 
draw the  remark,  because  you,  sir,  allowed 
Senator  Millen  yesterday  to  say  scmiething 
of  that  kind  to  Senator  Henderson. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Senator  Millen  did 
not  say  exactly  the  same  thing.  I  think 
that  the  honorable  senator  should  not  use 
such  language  as  that  here.  I  admit 
that  Senator  Fraser  had  no  right  to  inter- 
ject. He  was  being  attacked,  and,  of 
course,  it  was  very  difficult  for  him  to  re- 
frain from  making  an  explanation,  but  I 
think  that  Senator  McGregor  ought  to  with- 
draw the  remark  he  used. 

Senator  McGregor. — I  made  the  remark 
with  the  express  purpose  of  getting  a  ruling 
from  you,  sir,  different  from  that  which 
you  gave  yesterday. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Perhaps  the  ruling 
which  I  gave  yesterday  was  not  a  well  con- 
sidered one.  I  do  not  think  that  the  use 
of  language  such  as  the  b(morable  senator 
has  given  utterance  to  ought  to  be  per- 
mitted in  the  Senate. 

Senator  McGregoh. — Nor  do  I. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  ask  the  honor- 
able senator  to  withdraw  the  remark. 

Senator  McGregor. — I  withdraw  the  re- 
mark because  I  know  that  it  is  right  that 
it  Aould  be  withdrawn,  and  I  hope  that 


whenever  another  honorable  senator  con- 
travenes the  rules  in  the  same  way,  he  will 
be  called  to  order  by  the  Chair. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— We  are  merely 
talking  politically  now,  and  I  am  not  mak- 
ing any  personal  attack  upon  any  honorable 
senator. 

Senator  Fraser. — ^Then  what  is  the  hon- 
oraUe  senator  doing? 

Sehator  O'KEEFE.— I  am  justifying 
the  attitude  of  my  party,  and  am  trying  to 
show  that  the  present  alliance  is  not  a 
natural  alliance:  As  for  the  honorable 
senator  who  interjects,  I  will  say  that  he 
did  not  give  the  Banm  Government  any- 
thing like  the  assistance  which  they  were 
entitled  to  expect  from  him  when  the 
Tariff  was  being  passed. 

Senator  Fraser. — I  do  not  object  to  that 
statement  in  the  least,  but  I  am  entitled  to 
hold  my  own  view. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— And  the  public  of 
Australia  are  entitled  to  hold  their  view. 
That  view  has  been  pretty  generally  voiced 
since  the  hcHiorable  senator  turned  from 
being  a  protectionist  to  a  free-trader,  and 
announc^  himself  as  a  straight-out  sup- 
porter of  Mr.  Reid.  But  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  it  was  not  so  much  a  matter  of 
free-trade  and  protection  with  him.  What 
displeased  him  was  that  the  Barton  Go- 
vernment brought  before  Parliamcjnt  legis- 
lation which  he  thought  was  introduced  too 
soon.  I  refer  specially  to  the  legislatim 
dealing  with  the  kanakas. 

Senator  Fraser. — That  was  only  a  very 
small  matter. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— It  seefmed  to  be  a 
large  matter  in  Senator  Eraser's  estimation. 
He  did  not  approve  of  the  radical  policy 
of  the  Barton  Government,  especially  their 
White  Australia  policy. 

Senator  Eraser. — I  did,  and  do  now. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Senator  Eraser 
would  put  the  kuiakas  back  in  Queensland 
to-morrow,  if  he  could. 

Senator  Eraser. — I  would  allow  the 
State  to  deal  with  the  matter. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Is  it  not  a  fact 
that  Senator  Fraser  would  repeal  the  Paci- 
fic Island  Labourers  Act,  if  he  could  ? 

S enator  F ra seb. — I  wool d  allow  the 
kanaka  question  to  remain  as  it  was  for  a 
few  vears  and  test  the  matter. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— I  am  entitled  to 
believe,  from  the  honorable  senator's  actions, 
that  it  was  because  he  did  not  like  the 
White  Australia  policy  of  the  Barton  Go- 
vernment, that  he  b«:ame  an  out-and-out 
free-trader.  ^  . 
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Senator  Frasbr. — Theie  were  other  mat- 
ters of  far  more  importance  that  I  objected 
ta 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— I  had  the  honour 
to  be  on  the  platform  at  Ballarat 
when  Mr.  Deakin  delivered  his  Ministerial 
pronouncement  to  the  country,  and  when  he 
justified  the  action  of  his  Government  for 
the  past  three  years.  It  had  never  been 
my  pleasure,  and  I  suppose  it  never  will  be 
my  pleasure  again,  to  hear  a  finer  speech 
frffln  an  oratorical  point  of  view.  I  was 
charmed  in  listening  to  Mr.  Dealdn  for 
two  hours,  while  he  delivered  that  speech 
on  the  29th  October  last.  But  let  me 
quote  a  passage'  from  it.  Mr.  Deakin 
sud — 

Free-traderi  have  hitherto  resented  the  appel- 
lation of  "  foreign  traders."  Their  affectioa  for 
the  mother  country  has  disappeared.  They  are 
also  creatures  of  inoonsistency.  They  favour 
treaties  contaiaing  the  most  favoured  nation  pro- 
visions, but  we  must  not  make  most  favoured 
nation  provisions  with  our  own  flesh  and  blood. 
Thfy  believe  in  reciprocity,  provided  it  is  not 
with  citizens  who  live  under  the  same  flag.  For 
the  take  of  foreign  traders  they  are  prepared^  to 
sacrifice  all.  Is  it  national  trade  or  foreign 
trade?  "National  trade,"  says  the  Ministry— 
"  Foreign  trade,"  says  the  Opposition. 

But  since  then  Mr.  Deakin  has  allied  him- 
self with  the  Coalition  Ministry.  He  has 
refused  to  join  it,  but  nevertheless  be  sup- 
ports it.  He  puts  himself  in  the  pcKition 
of  the  poor  old  gentleman  who,  hearing  a 
burglar  down  "stairs  at  night,  went  down  with 
his  wife,  pushing  her  in  front  of  him,  and 
saying  "You  go  first" — staying  behind 
himself.  While  pushing  Sir  George  Turner 
and  Mr.  McLean  into  the  Coalition  Minis- 
try, Mr.  Deakin  says  4ie  has  not  sufficient 
faith  in  it  to  enter  it  himself. 

Senator  Pulsford. — He  never  said  that. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— That  is  what  his 
actions  say;  and  actions  speak  louder  than 
words. 

Senator  Drake.  —  Why  misrepresent 
things  like  that?  The  honorable  senator  can 
draw  any  inference  he  likes,  but  he  ought 
not  to  attribute  language  to  Mr.  Deakin. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— If  that  does  not  re- 
present Mr.  Deakin's  attitude,  I  am  in  a 
quandary. 

Senator  Dobson-. — He  stated  distinctly 
what  he  meant — that  he  did  not  want  to  be 
in  the  positi<Hi  of  opposing  his  late  col- 
leagues or  his  late  partv. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Where  is  he  now? 
Has  he  not  said  repeatedly  that  he  is  going 
to  give  a  loyal  support  to  Mr.  Reid,  who  is 
being   opposed   by    a   section   of  Mr. 


Deakin's  late  party  ?  He  is  ritting 
in  oppoution  to  more  meo  who  sup- 
ported him  for  the  last  three  and 
a  half  years  than  can  be  found  on  his 
own  side  of  the  House.  Without  dealing 
at  any  great  length  with  the  reasons  given 
for  removing  the  late  Government  from 
office,  I  wish  briefly  to  mention  that,  in  my 
opinicm,  in  the  first  place,  the  whole  of  the 
trouble  sprang  out  of  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Deakin  over  a  detail  in  the  Condliatioa  and 
Arbitration  Bill.  I  take  the  view  that,  in 
that  case,  the  then  Prime  Minister  was  ab- 
solutely wrong  in  making  that  detail  %ilal 
to  the  life  of  his  Government.  It  was  not 
properly  in  accordance  with  the  meaning 
of  constituticHial  government,  that  a  cabiiKt 
should  go  out  of  office  on  such  a  detail  of  a 
Bill.  Of  course,  we  are  aware  that  there 
was  a  great  difference  of  opinimi  on  the 
point,  and  that,  unfortunately,  Mr.  Deakin 
had  practically  pledged  hknself  to  resUt 
the  inclusion  of  State  or  railway  servants. 
We  are  aware  that  the  Labour  Partv  went 
to  the  country  and  made  the  inclusion  of 
those  servants  a  point  in  its  pn^ramme.  We 
are  also  aware  of  the  political  tTea<4kenr 
which  marked  the  conduct  of  some  of  Mr. 
Reid's  supporters,  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. When  Mr.  Deakin  decided  to 
make  the  issue  vital,  he  was  the  judge  of  his 
own  actions,  but  the  country  and  Parlia- 
ment thought  he  was  wrong.  Now  we  oome 
to  a  rather  interesting  stage  of  the  question. 
When  the  Watson  Government,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  advice  which  Mr.  Deakin 
gave  to  the  Governor-General,  came  into 
power,  they  took  up  the  Arbitration  Bill  at 
the  stage  at  which  it  had  been  drt^ped. 
What  happened  ?  We  find  that  Mr.  Deakin 
and,  unfcHtunately,  several  of  bis  late 
colleagues,  voted  repeatedly  against  im- 
portant provisions  in  that  Bill. 
Certainly  Mr.  Deakin  himself  supported 
the  Watson  Government  to  a  certain  extent. 
But  it  is  worth  while  remembering  that  Sir 
Philip  Fysh,  Mr.  Chapman,  Sir  John  For- 
rest, and  Sir  George  Turner  by  way  of  a 
pair — making  four  out  of  a  Cabiiwt  of 
eight — ^voted  for  almost  every  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Oppoutkm,  whidi  included 
a  large  number  of  those  who  were  abao- 
lutely  opposed  to  an  Arbitration  Bill  in 
any  form.  In  view  of  these  facts,  what 
about  the  cry  of  minority  rule?  That  cry 
which  has  been  raised  against  the  Labour 
Party  may  very  well  be  applied  to  those 
members  of  the  Deakin  Government  We 
can  only  infer,  as  four  monbers  of  that 
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Government  voted  against  clause  after 
clause  of  the  Bill,  that  when  that  Bill  was 
being  considered  in  Cabinet  there  was 
strong  opposition  to  its  provisions,  and  that 
it  was  only  by  a  minority  vote  that  it  was 
allowed  to' be  introduced. 

Senator  Drake. — A  minoritv  ? 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Yes.'  I  hope  that 
for  the  enlightenment  of  the  people  of  this 
country  upon  this  Bill — which  has  wrecked 
two  Governments  and  is  going  to  wreck  a 
third  very  shortly — and  for  the  credit  of 
himself  and  his  late  colleagues,  Senator 
Drake  will  not  sit  silent  during  the  debate, 
but  will  inform  the  Senate  what  really  took 
place  in  connexion  with  the  Arbitration  Bill. 

Senator  Drake. — ^Does  the  hcmorable 
senator  mean  what  took  place  in  Cabinet  ? 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— No;  but  I  hope 
that  Senator  Drake  will  enlighten  us  about 
the  conduct  of  four  out  of  eight  members 
of  the  Deakin  Government,  who,  when  the 
Bill  was  in  charge  of  a  succeeding  Govern- 
ment, voted  against  clause  after  clause  of 
it.  Four  out  of  eight  members  of  the 
Deakin  Government  have  shown  themselves 
to  be  opposed  to  nearly  every  clause  of  the 
Bill,  showing  that  they  were  opposed  to  that 
measure  when  it  was  being  considered  by 
their  own  Government,  and  that  it  was  not 
the  product  of  a  majority  of  the  Cabinet  If 
that  be  not  the  explanation,  then  those 
four  members  were  wreckers,  and  immedi- 
ately turned  a  somersault  and  voted  against 
their  own  cMivictions.  Either  they  voted 
in  Cabinet  against  their  convictions  in  al- 
lowing the  Bill  to  be  introduced,  or,  wh^ 
thev  were  out  of  power  uid  another  Go- 
vernment took  up  the  Bill,  they  voted 
against  their  amvicticms  when  they  opposed 
all  its  principal  clauses. 

Senator  Drake. — There  is  always  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  in  regard  to  details  in 
connexion  with  every  important  measure. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.  —  But  how  many 
members  of  the  Deakin  Cabinet  were  in 
favour  of  the  Arbitration  Bill  from  the  be- 
ginning?  Apparently  not  a  majority. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — The  honor- 
able senator's  party  have  already  declared 
that  they  are  going  to  wreck  the  Bill  if  they 
cannm  have  their  own  way. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— I  leave  the  ques- 
tion with  this  further  remark:  that,  with 
reference  to  the  questiwj  of  preference  to 
umonists  a  great  deal  has  been  heard,  and 
much  more  will  be  heard  when  the  measure 
comes  before  the  Senate.  I  feel  sure  that 
there  is  a  majority  of  members  of  the  Sen> 


ate  who  are  genuinely  in  favour  of  arbitra- 
tion, and  that  there  is  a  sufficient  majority 
in  favour  of  preference.  Without  prefer- 
ence to  unionists,  the  Bill  is  absolu  eiv  use- 
less. Without  it  Mr.  Deakin,  when  asked 
for  bread  in  the  shape  of  industrial  peace, 
gave  us  a  stone  in  the  shape  of  industrial 
stri'fe,  which  is  bound  to  occur  if  Mr. 
McCay's  amendment  remaixis  in  the  Bill. 
It  is  only  fair  that  members  of  the  Labour 
Party  should  be  allowed  to  say  one  or  two 
words  in  reply  to  the  old  charge  of  Social- 
ism which  is  hurled  against  us.  Have  hon- 
oraBle  senators  read  the  words  which  were 
uttered  by  the  present  Prime  Minister  only, 
last  week,  when  addressin'g  a  gathering  of 
farmers  in  Melbourne?  The  quc^ation  was 
used  last  night  in  another  place,  but  it 
is  worth  repeating,  because  it  cannot  be 
too  widely  known  what  are  the  real  views 
of  the  head  of  the  present  Goverrunent,  who 
is  constantly  railing  against  the  Labour 
Party,  who,  he  says,  are  Socialists.  Mr. 
Reid,  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  said — 

1  believe  it  is  a  true  ideal  of  politics  to  use  the 
national  power  in  every  conceivable  way  to  ad- 
vance the  happiness  01  the  commiisity. 

What  greater  evidence  of  Socialism  has  any 
member  of  the  Labour  Party  ever  given  ? 

Senator  Cleicons. — That  is  the  sort  of 
Socialist  the  honorable  senator  ouebt  to 
be.  * 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— That  is  the  sort  of 
Socialist  I  am,  and  the  sort  of  Socialist 
which  every  member  of  the  Labour  Party 
is.  I  do  not  object  tu  be  called  a  Social- 
ist ;  but  I  claim  the  right  to  say  M-hat  par- 
ticular brand  of  Sociamt  [  shall  be  called. 
I  belong  to  that  brand  of  Socialism  which 
would  nationalize  or  municipalize  any  pub- 
lic service,  as  soon  as  that  service,  in  the 
hands  of  a  private  individual  or  syndicate, 
becomes  a  menace  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community. 

Senator  Clemons. — ^Are  fixed  deposits  in 
banks  a  menace  to  the  commiuity  7 

Senator  O'KEEFE. — Certainlv  not. 

Senator  Clehons.— But  the  Labour 
Party  pressed  to  get  hold  of  those  de- 
posits. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— The  honorable 
.senator  is  just  as  much  a  Socialist  as  I  am, 
because  I  am  sure  he  would  not  now  ap- 
prove of  handing  over  our  railways,  our 
posfs  and  telegraphs,  our  hospitals,  our 
water  supply  to  the  control  of  private  indi- 
viduals or  syndicates.  Otie  of  the  most 
striking  instances  of  succsssful  municipal 
ownership  is  found  in  the  city  of  Launces- 
ton,  from  which  the  honc^able  and  learned 
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senator  axnes.  At  the  very  front  door  of 
that  city  is  provided  a  magnificent  water 
power,  which  is,  and  has  been  for  some  time, 
utilized  by  the  local  authority  to  generate 
electricity  for  lighting  the  streets  and  the 
houses  of  the  citizens.  Would  Senator 
Clemons  be  pleased  if  that  water  power  had, 
some  years  ago,  been  placed  under  the  con- 
trol of  a  private  syndicate,  which  was  then 
seeking  to  ao^uire  it  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment? 

Senator  Clemons. — I  may  say  that  I  am 
not  full  of  admiration  for  State-owned 
railways,  if  I  may  judge  of  these  by  the 
measure  of  their  success. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Would  the  honor- 
able and  learned  senator  prefer  to  see  that 
lighting  service  owned  mimicipally  or 
owned  by  a  private  syndicate? 

Senator  Cijimons.— As  the  service  is 
being  run  at  present,  it  is  very  well. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— It  is  one  of  the 
most  successful  instances  of  Socialism  we 
have  in  Australia.  The  honorable  and 
learned  senator  is  a  keen  opponent  of  Social- 
ism, who  loses  no  opportunity  of  criticising 
the  Labour  Party  in  very  strong  terms; 
but  I  think  that  in  his  heart  he  feels  glad 
that  his  own  city  was  wise  enough  to  muni- 
cipalize this  service. 

Senator  Clemons. — So  long  as  it  is  well 
managed,  I  shall  not  quarrd  with  it. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— That  is  all  we  ask. 

Senator  Clemons. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor asks  a  great  deal  more. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— We  propose  to  con- 
vert only  such  services  as  are  used  by  the 
community,  £Lnd  are  likely  to  become  a 
menace  or  an  inconvenient  to  people  while 
in  private  hands.  That  is  the  sort  of 
Socialist  that  Senator  Clemons  is,  and  all 
his  sophistry,  argument,  and  eloquence 
cannot  relieve  him  from  his  admission  that 
the  people  of  LauiKeston  have  done  a  good 
thing. 

Senator  Clemons. — I  have  not  admitted 
that  far.  I  admit  that  at  the  present  time 
the  service  seems  to  be  well  managed,  and, 
therefore,!  approve  of  it. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Can  the  honorable 
senator  show  me  a  member  of  the  Labour 
Party  who  says  that  such  services  should  be 
other  than  well  managed  ?  Honorable  sena- 
tors can  bring  evidence  in  favour  of  Social- 
ism or  in  favour  of  anti-Socialism,  just  as 
they  think  best  suits  their  case. 

Senator  Clemons.— That  is  what  the 
h<morable  senator  is  doing. 


Senator  O'KEEFE.— I  have  given 
good  instance  of  successful  Socialism,  a 
am  glad  to  have  converted  Senator  Clenu 

Senator  Clemons. — t  am  afraid  the  hj 
orable  senator  has  not  quite  succeeded 
converting  me. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— In  two  years'  ti 
possibly,  when  Senator  Clemons  and  I  f 
the  electors  on  separate  platforms,  I  si 
be  able  to  point  to  the  fact  that  I  b 
converted  him  in  some  respects.  I  do 
think  that  I  need  take  up  the  time  of 
House  by  asking  any  anti-Sodalists  vhet 
they  are  in  favour  of  such  services  ai 
have  indicated  being  municipally  or  loc 
owned.  It  is  the  most  empty  and  an 
humbug  that  we  hear  about  the  Sod&l 
of  the  Labour  Party  ruining  Austra 
There  is  a  kind  of  Socialism  which  app 
to  some  of  the  supporters  behind  the  Ft 
Minister,  namely,  the  Sodalism  of  vl 
Mr.  Walpole,  the  paid  agitator  of  the  1 
ployers'  Federation,  is  the  adtxicate. 
other  day  Mr.  Walpole  said  that  thi.s  I 
plovers'  Federation  had  by  its  action  : 
dered  the  Factories  Act  harmless,  and 
justified  the  existence  of  the  organizat 
We  are,  therefore,  justified  in  regar( 
Mr.  Walpole,  the  representative  of  I 
federation,  as  one  who  believes  that  the  i 
and  conditions  which  existed  prior  to 
introduction  of  the  Factc»ies  Acts  in 
and  other  States  should  be  allowed  to  < 
tinue  —  conditions  which  prevailed  at 
time  when  Tom  Hood  wrote  his  memor: 
Song  of  the  Shirt.  Is  that  the  kind 
anti- Socialism  of  which  the  Att>;n 
General  or  his  leader  approve  ?  It  is 
kind  of  anti -Socialism  which  a  nunil'Ci 
the  supporters  of  the  Government  in 
other  place  approve.  Let  us  see  nhs 
leading  Melbourne  paper  says,  for  iasta 
in  reference  to  the  wages  of  dressmalc 
in  the  following  paragraph,  which  is  ; 
lished  under  the  headings,"  Wages  of  P: 
makers,  "  Employers  Dismiss  Hands " : 

It  appears  tFat,  as  a  rfsutt  of  the  detenniza 
of  the  Wages  Board  ia  the  dressmakers' t 
having  come  into  force,  a  number  of  fcp' 
in  some  of  the  leading  establishments  have  I 
dismissed.  The  scale  fixed  by  the  boar  I 
appear  to  most  people  to  be  at  least  dpi  i  ' 
one — many  w'll  think  it  exceedinglf  io«- 
the  employers  and  (he  trade  conuder  it  too  1 
as  a  basis  for  the  remoneration  of  their  < 
people. 

Let  us  see  what  the  remuneration  is— 

The  scale  provides  a  wage  of  as.  6d.  per  ■ 
for  the  first  veax,  41.  6d.  for  the  second  t 
7s.  6d.  for  t&e  third  year,  iis.  for  the  ft< 
year,  14s.  6d.  for  the  fifth  yrar,  and  Acm 
the  minimum  it  t6t.    ^  . 
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After  a  poor  unfortunate  git\  has  worked 
for  five  years  she  is  allowed  enough  to  en- 
able her  to  keep  herself  from  starvation, 
and  cover  herself  with  scanty  rags,  but  not 
eiKiagfa  to  enable  her  to  keep  herself  in  a 
decent  state.  That  is  the  kind  of  anti- 
Socialism  which  is  being  advocated  by  the 
Walpoles  and  the  Dobsons  of  the  commun- 
ity. 

Senator  iFraser. — That  is  not  true. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order ! 

Senator  O'KEEFE. — It  is  absolutely 
true.  Is  it  the  kind  of  anti-Socialism  to 
which  Senator  Fraser  subscribes? 

Senator  Fraser. — No. 

Senator  O'KEEFE. — I  am  glad  to  hear 
tliat,  but  he  cannot  Aeayl  that  it  is  the 
kind  of  anti-Socialism  which  Mr.  Walpole, 
and  the  organization  he  represents,  advo- 
cate. The  Emplc^ers'  Federation,  would 
like  to  abolish  Factory  Acts,  Arbitration 
Acts,  and  all  similar  legislation.  Will  the 
Attorney -General,  out  of  the  plenitude  of 
his  knowledge  and  experience,  tell  lue  bow 
by  any  possibility  sweating  can  be  pre- 
x'ented  without  such  legislation? 

Senator  Frasek.  —  It  was  the  Upper 
House  which  passed  the  Factories  Act 

Senator  Peascb. — It  was  the  Upper 
House  which  abt^isbed  the  Factories  Act, 
and  reinstated  it  under  public  pressure. 

Senator  O'KEEFE. — One  alleged  reason 
for  which  the  late  Government  was  kicked 
out  of  <Ace,  without  any  charge  against 
their  administration,  was  that  they  repre- 
sented minority  rule.  Here  we  are  face  to 
face  with  an  interesting  situation.  Mr.  Dea- 
kin  said  that  the  chief  reason  fOT  the  acrion 
taken  was  to  bring  about  majority  rule — 
a  return  to  constitutional  government.  I 
apprehend  that  Mr.  Deakin  has  achieved 
his  desire  in  so  far  as  there  is  a  Go- 
vernment in  power  with  a  small  majority. 

Senator  Drake.— That  is  a  commence- 
ment. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.  —  Does  Senator 
Drake  say  that  they  have  majority  rule 
now? 

Soiator  Drake. — Yes. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Then  I  ask  Sena- 
tor Drake  an~3  his  colleagues  whether  the 
Government  are  going  to  carry  out  their 
ideal.  Are  they  going  to  alter  the  Arbi- 
tration Bill  in  accordance  with  their  view, 
and  strike  out  the  provisi(xi  including  rail- 
way servants? 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Svmon.  —  What  has 
that  to  do  with  the  question  ? 


Senator  O'KEEFE. — That  was  the  rock 
which  wrecked  the  Government. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syuon.  —  Discuss 
something  that  is  relevant. 

Senator  O'KEEFE. — My  remarks  are 
too  relevant  for  the  honorable  and  learned 
senator.  If  Mr.  Reid  and  his  present  col- 
leagues believed  three  months  ago  that  it 
is  wrong  to  include  States  servants  

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — The  Labour 
Party  abandoned  the  State  servants. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— The  Deakin  Go- 
vernment went  out  of  office,  and  dropped  the 
Bill  because  States  servants  were  included, 
and  because  there  was  not  majority  rule — 
because  the  position  was  "intolerable." 
Now  that  they  have  majority  rule,  are  the 
present  Government  going  to  strike  out  the 
clause  including  railway  servants? 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — The  Labour 
Party  were  not  "  game ' '  to  take  up  the 
clause,  but  ignominiously  abandoned  it. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Tihe  Labour  Party 
followed  the  wording  of  the  Constitution, 
and  would  have  been  satisfied  if  that  course 
had  been  followed  by  the  Deakin  Party. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syuon. — Did  the 
Labour  Party  not  abandon  the  States  ser- 
vants? 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— No;  and  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  knows  that  the 
Labour  Party  did  not  do  so.  All  that  ^ 
Labour  Party  did  was  to  alter  the  phras- 
ing of  the  clause — to  first  provide  for  rail- 
way servants,  and  then  for  all  States  ser- 
vants who  are  engaged  in  industrial  occupa- 
tion. Does  not  the  word  "  industrial  "  occur 
in  the  Constitution,  and  is  it  not  the  correct 
word  to  use?  Mr.  Reid  told  the  Governor- 
General  that  he  could  get  a  majority  with 
which  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try. Mr.  Reid  is  going  to  do  one  of  two 
things — he  is  either  going  to  send  up  an 
Arbitratitxi  Bill,  in  which  he  does  not  be- 
lieve, or  he  is  going  to  suffer  a  defeat ;  and 
I  think  I  know  what  he  will  do  rather  than 
meet  the  latter.  I  do  not  believe  the  pre- 
sent Government  is  "  game  "  to  put  the  ques- 
tion to  the  test  in  order  to  ascertain  whether 
they  have  majority  rule,  after  all  their 
trouble.  Another  reason  urged  against  the 
Labour  Government  was  that  the  members 
of  the  party  are  professional  politicians.  If 
our  experience  in  Australia,  during  the  last 
three  years  of  the  professional  and  amateur 
politician  is  to  be  taken  as  a  criterion — if 
we  have  to  contrast  the  attendance  and  the 
work  done  by  those  politicians  in  both 
Houses — -th^  It   seems  to  me  that  the 
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professional  politician  is  the  better  servant 
for  the  people.  Who  are  the  loudest  in  the 
denunciation  of  professional  politicians  P 
Mr.  Bruce  Smith,  Mr.  Norman  Cameron, 
and  one  or  two  others  in  another  place, 
who  have  the  worst  record  for  attendarKC. 
They  draw  their  monthly  cheque  for  only  a 
few  days'  work.  There  are  some  honor- 
able senators  who  have  spoken  here  against 
the  professional  politician;  but  they  are 
gentlemen  who  attend  only  occasionally,  per- 
haps a  day  now  and  again,  or  for  an  hour  or 
two  in  a  day,  when  something  of  importance 
to  them  or  to  their  friends  is  before  the 
Senate;  Week  after  week,  and  month 
after  month;  during  the  last  three  and  a 
half  years,  the  amateur  politician  has  re- 
fused to  sit  here  continuously  doing  the 
work  of  the  country,  although  he  was  re- 
turned to  do  that  work,  but  he  has  had  no 
scruples  about  drawing  6s.  8d.  per 

mcmth  as  payment  for  doing  it.  But  let  us 
get  away  from  the  personal  pdnt  of  view, 
and  lone  at  the  matter  from  a  broader 
basis.  Would  any  business  man  intrust 
the  management  of  a  large  Department  to  an 
amateur?  Would  he  not  rather  pick  out 
a  professional,  a  man  who  was  competent 
to  take  charge  because  of  his  training, 
his  special  knowledge,  his  attention 
to  affairs,  and  his  diligence  ?  Surely 
if  that  principle  holds  good  in  the 
management  of  private  businesses,  it  shcHild 
hold  good  in  the  management  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  country.  The  cry  about  profes- 
sional politicians  injuring  the  country  is  an 
empty  one.  One  of  the  reas(His  why  it  is 
alleged  that  tlie  existence  of  the  Labour 
Party  is  inimical  to  the  interests  of  Aus- 
tralia is  that  it  is  driving  capital  frc»n  the 
country.  Senator  Fraser  has  said  that  on 
more  than  one  occasion. 

Senator  Fraser. — And  it  is  destroying 
capital  in  the  country,  toa  It  is  doing 
two  bad  things. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Let  us  examine  the 
statement  by  means  of  statistics.  I  find 
that  the  Colonial  Sugar  Refining  Oxnpany 
last  half-year  paid  a  dividend  of  lo  per 
cent,  and  the  Colonial  Bank  of  Australia 
a  dividend  of  5  per  cent.  The  London 
Bank  of  Australia  has  this  year  paid  a  di- 
vidend of  2\  per  cent.,  its  first  dividend 
since  'the  great  bank  smashes  of  1892. 
Twenty  Australian  banks  are  now  on  the 
dividend  list,  and  are  doing  better  to-day 
than  during  any  other  period  since  the 
bank  failures. 

Senator  Fraser.— The  honorable  senator 
knows  very  little  fdxHit  banking. 


Senator  O'KEEFE— I  have  taken  my 
figures,  not  fr(»n  the  Worker,  or  any  other 
labour  organ,  but  from  the  Sydney  Dmly 
Telegraph,  a  newspaper  whidi  has  ncrer 
had  much  to  say  in  favour  of  the  Labour 
Party.  During  the  March  quarter  the  New 
South  Wales  banks  incrciased  their  deposits 
on  current  accounts  by  ;£95o,ooo,  and  thdr 
ocnn  and  bullion  by  ;£675,ooo,  while  there 
was  a  reduction  in  advances  of  ;£85o,ooo. 
Yet  this  was  done  during  a  p^od  in  which 
there  were  labour  parties  in  existence  in  all 
the  States  of  Australia,  with  the  exceptioD 
of  Tasmania. 

Senator  Clemons. — Does  the  hcmorable 
senator  regard  a  reduction  in  advances  xs 
a  sign  of  prosperity  ? 

Senator  O'EEEFE. — It  is  certainly  not 
a  sign  of  depression  that  people  can  afford 
to  reduce  the  advances  made  to  them  by  the 
banks. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — It  Is  the 
other  way  about.  The  banks  are  reducing 
their  advances. 

Senator  O'KEEFE. — ^A  reduction  of 
overdrafts  does  not  mean  depre^suon. 

Senator  Gray. — Yes,  it  mav. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Then,  to  be  logi- 
cal, the  honorable  member  ¥rould  assM 
that  Australia  would  be  in  a  prosperous 
c(Xidition  if  every  business  man  had  an 
overdraft. 

Senator  Clemons.— When  advances  are 
reduced  it  is  a  sign  that  the  employment  for 
capital  has  decreased. 

Senator  Eraser. — ^The  honorable  sou- 
tor's  figures  do  not  prove  anything  at  all. 

Selnator  O'KEEFE.— They  are  figure* 
compiled  bjr  Mr.  Nash,  a  recognised  finan- 
cial authonty,  and  finandal  editor  of  the 
Sydney  Daily  Telegraph.  It  would  take  a 
great  deal  from  this  side  of  the  Chamber 
to  prove  anything  to  Senator  Fraser. 

Senator  Fraser. — Read  what  Mr.  Xash 
wrote  about  Mr.  Watson's  proposed  bank- 
ing system. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— I  am  not  discuss- 
ing that  matter  now;  but  if  the  late  l*rinie 
Minister  had  remained  in  dfice  for  a  few 
months  longer  he  would  have  converted  Mr. 
Nash  to  his  scheme,  as  he  would  have  con- 
verted the  people  of  Australia  to  it.  To 
quote  from  another  financial  newspaper,  the 
F inancial  Record,  seven  life  assurance 
companies  show  a  net  expansicm  of  business 
during  last  year  of  ;£3.i63.ii7.  It  will 
not  be  denied  by  any  reasonable  man  that 
the  expansi<Hi  o^  life  assurance  business 
may  be  taken  as  evidence  of  increased 
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prosperity.  Then  I  find  that  Tooth  and 
Co.,  a  big  Sydney  brewery,  made  a  net  profit 
for  last  year  of  1,942,  and  declared  a 
dividend  of  8  per  cent. 

Senator  Clemons.  —  Senator  Pearce 
would  not  consider  that  a  sign  of  prosperity. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Senator  Pearce  is 
a  genuine  teetotaller,  and  all  honour  to  him 
for  it.  But  even  Senator  Clemons  will  ad- 
mit that  the  amount  of  money  spent  upon 
drink  is  generally  regarded  by  financial  ex- 
perts as  in  some  measure  an  index  to  the 
prosperity  or  depression  of  a  community. 
If  men  nave  not  money  to  spare,  they  can- 
not spmd  it  on  drink;  but  when  there  is 
a  good  deal  of  surplus  money  some  of  it 
will  be  spent  on  drink. 

Senator  Gray. — The  breweries  have  de- 
creased in  value  by  15  per  cent,  during  the 
last  fifteen  mcmths. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— That  is  because 
there  is  too  much  competition ;  but  well- 
managed  institutions,  whose  manufactures 
have  a  good  name^  have  not  declined. 

Senator  Gray. — The  value  of  Tooth  and 
Co.'s  business,  which  is  the  best  in  Aus- 
tralia, has  gone  down  15  per  cent. 

Senator  O '  KE  EF  E.— Weil ,  last  year 
that  business  made  a  large  profit,  and  de- 
clared a  dividend  of  8  per  cent  Then  the 
Australian  Agricultural  Company,  which 
has  large  landed  properties  

Senator  dk  Laroxe. — And  coal  mines. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Yes.  It  made  a 
profit  of  ;^6o,ooo  in  the  half-year,  and  paid 
a  dividend  of  25s.  a  share.  As  the  share- 
holders are  abs^tees,  I  think  that  that 
company  would  be  "  fair  game  V  for  an  ab- 
sentee tax. 

Senator  Cleuons. — ^The  companies  to 
which  the  honorable  senator  has  referred  are 
awiducted  by  private  enterprise;  but  what 
profits  have  Been  made  by  the  socialistically 
managed  State  railways? 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— The  State  r?ulways 
are  not  run  primarily  to  make  profit^ 
bat  to  open  up  the  country,  and. to  indi- 
rectly increase  the  revenue.  But  I  ask  the 
honorable  senator  to  ccmtrast  the  State 
owned  railways  with  the  privately  owned 
railways  in  Tasmania.  Let  him,  too,  con- 
trast the  privately  owned  tramways  in  Mel- 
bourne with  the  State  owned  tramways  in 
Sydney.  In  Melbourne  CHie  is  charged  3d.  for 
nding  merely  from  one  street  to  another,  un- 
less one  buys  a  shilling's  worth  of  tickets, 
in  which  case  the  charge  is  ijd. 
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Senator  Clemons. — Is  that  all  one  can 
do  there  for  3d.  ?  The  charge  for  a  five-mile 
ride  is  only  a&  much. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— In  Sydney  a  ride 
from  one  street  comer  to  another  costs  only 
id.,  or  one  can  go  as  far  for  that  coin  as 
one  can  go  here  for  3d.   Furthermore,  one 

can  get  there  what  one  does  not  often  get 
on  the  Melbourne  tramways,  and  that  is 
civility. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Does  the  honorable 
senator  think  that  this  has  anything  to  do 
with  the  policy  of  the  Government? 

Senator  O'KEEFE.  —  I  am  giving  in- 
stances which,  in  my  opinion,  show  that  the 
charges  of  Socialism  hurled  at  the  late  Ad- 
ministration are  empty  charges,  and  that 
State  control  is  in  certain  instances  prefer- 
able to  private  rontrol. 

Senator  Givens. — The  only  policy  of  the 
present  Government  is  anti- Socialism. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Yes.  If  it  werjs 
not  for  that  policy,  three  or  four  of  those 
who  are  now  sitting  behind  them  would 
not  be  supporting  them.  I  have  here  a 
few  figures  which  must  appeal  to  our 
friends  the  anti -Socialists,  and  they  are 
gathered  at  random  from  statistics  supplied 
in  Coghla^s  book,  which  is  the  statistical 
bible  conunon  to  us  all.  I  find  that  in  1901 
the  deposits  in  banks,  including  savings 
banks  and  in  building  societies,  where  the 
information  has  been  available,  amounted 
to  jC44.9S4i947  J  and  in  1903  thev  had  in- 
creased to  ;^47,o6s,62o.  It  will  be  ad- 
mitted that  that  is  a  very  omsiderable  in- 
crease, and  Coghlan  explains  that  on  these- 
lines  the  increase  in  those  three  Vears  was, 
larger  than  the  increase  in  the  previous  ten 
years.  I  find  further  that  in  1891  the 
number  of  depositors  in  savings  banks  was 
158,426,  and  the  aggregate  amount  of 
money  deposited  by  them  was  ;£5t342*r35- 
In  1903,  thirteen  years  later,  the  nuniber  of 
depositors  was  323,212,  or  more  ^an 
double  the  nund)er  in  1891,  whilst  the 
amount  deposited  had  irKreased  to 
^12,425,464.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
amount  deposited  was  also  doubled  in  the 
same  period.  I  direct  the  attentitm  of 
honorable  senatOTS  to  the  fact  that  during 
the  last  ten  years  the  Labour  Party  had 
more  power  in  the  New  South  Wales  Par- 
liament than  in  any  other  State,  but  in 
spite  of  the  figures  I  have  quoted  we  are 
being  continually  told  that  the  Labour 
Partv  is  driving  capital  out  of  the  coun- 
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Senator  the  Lakgie.  —  And  the  figutes 
quoted  also  cover  yean  of  drougbti  bank 
smashes,  and  all  the  rest  of  it 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— So  much  for  the 

charge  that  the  Labour  Party  are  driving 
capital  out  of  the  country.  If  the  pariy 
at  present  in  power  be  so  nearly  allied  to 
the  Labour  Party  in  matters  of  Socialism, 
as  shown  by  the  utterances  of  Mr.  Reid,  and 
if  it  cannot  be  proved  that  they  have  driven 
capital  out  of  the  country,  and,  further,  if 
the  present  Administration  are  not  going  to 
establish  the  majority  rule  for  which  they 
have  fought,  and  if  they  are  not  going  to 
bring  to  an  end  mirwrity  rule — and  I  do  not 
think  they  will  try  to  do  so  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  inclusion  of  State  servants  in 
the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill — what 
difference  is  there  between  their  policy  and 
the  policv  of  the  Labour  Party?  If  there 
is  no  difference,  I  am  entitled,  on  behalf 
of  the  people  of  Australia,  who  have  to  pay 
the  piper,  to  ask  what  is  the  reason  for  the 
delay  which  has  been  caused  by  the  diange 
of  Government,  by  the  turning  of  one  set 
of  men  off  the  Treasury  bench,  in  order 
to  allow  another  set  of  men  to  occupy  their 
places  to  carry  out  the  same  policy? 

Senator  Dobson. — ^They  turned  them- 
selves off. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— They  went  off,  to 
the  unutterable  joy  of  the  honorable  and 
learned  senator,  and  they  went  off  on  a  mat- 
ter of  principle.  It  will  be  a  good  thing 
for  parliamentary  honour  and  dignity  if 
the  right  honorable  leader,  for  whom  the 
honorable  and  learned  senator  has  such  a 
great  admiraticm,  proves  to  be  equally  scru- 
pulous, and  will  retire,  if  defeated,  on  a 
principle  of  a  Bill. 

Senator  Givens.— It  will  require  a  team 
of  bullocks  to  drag  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  off. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Had  the  members 
of  the  present  Ministry  any  charge  to  make 
against  the  administration  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment? Again,  the  answer  is  "  na" 
Only  the  other  day  the  present  Prime  Min- 
ister admitted  that  the  late  Government  had 
left  everything  in  apple*pie  order,  and  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  passed  the  highest 
encomiums  on  Mr.  Watson  for  the  manner 
in  which  he  had  grappled  with  the  work  of 
his  Department,  and  on  the  fact  that  he 
had  not  only  worked  up  arrears  which  had 
accumulated  when  he  took  office,  but  had 
left  everything  in  apple-pie  order. 

Senator  Gray. — Hear,  hear. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— That  is  the  gene- 
ral verdict  of  Australia.    So  much  for  Mr. 


Watson  in  his  capacity  as  Prime  Minister. 
In  his  capacity  as  Treasurer  we  have  it 
on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Reid  and  his  col- 
leagues that  Mr.  Watson,  by  the  applicatkM 
of  intense  energy,  left  matters  connected 
with  that  Department  in  perfect  order  for 
his  successor.    Then  with  respect  to  Mi. 
Hughes,  is  there  any  charge  against  the 
administration  by  that  honorable  gentleman 
of  the  Department  of  External  Affairs  ? 
Who  was  it  that  exposed  the  swindle  of  the 
fraudulent  Chinese  certificates?     Who  first 
burst  up  that  practice  which  had  pn^bly 
been  going  on  for  some  years  in  Australia, 
I  do  not  say  with  the  connivance  of  the 
Deakin  and  Barton  Governments,  bat  pro- 
bably because  there  was  not  quite  so  much 
energy  shown  in  the  administration  of  the 
Department?    Directly  Mr.  Hughes  came 
into  power  he  discovered  the  evil,  or  if  he 
did  not  actually  discover  it  he  at  all  events 
grappled  with  it.     In  doing  so  he  came 
into  ccmflict  with  the  State  Premier  of 
South  Australia,  and  we  know  that  some 
rather  severe  passages  appeared  in  the  press 
in  coimexion  with  the  matter.    Unda  the 
Constitution,  where  a  State  and  a  CoramoD- 
wealth  law  come  into  conflict,  the  Com- 
monwealth law  must  prevail.    When  the 
Premier  of  a  State  and  the  second  in  com- 
mand in   the   late   Commonwealth  Min- 
istry  came   into   conflict    the  Common- 
wealth   Minister     prevailed;    the  Pre- 
mier of  South  Australia  had   to  admit 
that  4ie  was  wrong,  and  he  had  to  take  a 
back  seat   These  instances  show  the  capa- 
city exhibited  by  the  late  Minister,  and  no 
charge  has  becm  levelled  against  his  ad- 
ministration of  his  Department.    Then  we 
come  to  the  Defence  Department.    I  do 
not  know  whether  it  is  next  in  order  of  pre- 
cedence, but  that  does  not  matter. 
Senator  Waxjuw. — ^The  Attcwney -General. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— The  work  of  the 

Attorney -General  is  not  patent  to  the  public 
eye.  I  do  not  think  that  if  we  to(*  a  ple- 
biscite of  the  people  of  Australia  to-da>. 
t4iere  would  be  a  very  large  majority  found 
voting  to  say  that  the  late  Minister  of  De- 
fence made  many  mistakes  in  his  Depan- 
ment.  I  believe  that  the  majority  of  the 
people  would  say  that  he  filled  the  bill  xery 
well,  and  possibly  that  he  did  better  than 
anv  of  his  predecessors.  The  honorable  sena- 
tor was,  at  least,  the  first  Minister  in  charge 
of  that  Department,  who  let  one  of  the  ser- 
vants of  the  Commonwealth  know  that  the 
Commonwealth  is  first,  and  that  servant* 
of  the  Conunonwealth  must  obey.    It  was 
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the  late  Minister  of  Defence  who  told  the 
General  OflBcer  Commanding  that  he  was 
not  the  ruler  of  the  Defence  Depart- 
ment of  Australia,  but  was  the  servant 
of  that  Department.  1  could  quote  other 
instances  to  show  that  the  late  Minister  of 
Defence  was,  at  least,  as  well  able  to  ad- 
minister the  Department  as  any  of  bis  pre- 
decessors, and  I  venture  to  say  that  he  left 
it  with  the  good  will  of  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia, because  no  charge  has  been  hurled 
against  his  administration.  Then  I  come  to 
deal  with  Mr.  Mahon,  as  Postmaster-Gen- 
eral. Has  any  other  honorable  gentleman 
who  has  occupied  that  high  and  responsible 
position,  taken  the  same  stand?  Was  it 
not  Mr.  Mahon  who  first  put  an  end  to  all 
the  frivolous  nonsense  in  the  Department 
whereby  a  subordinate  officer,  if  he  were  a 
volunteer  holding  a  higher  rank  than  a 
man  above  him  in  the  Department,  could 
insist  that  his  official  superior  should  ad- 
dress hkn  by  his  full  military  title?  Who 
was  it  that  put  an  end  to  all  that  ncmsense, 
and  declared  that  when  volunteers  came 
into  the  Department  they  came  in  to  do  the 
work  of  the  Department  for  which  they 
were  paid,  and  had  to  leave  behind  them 
all  the  titles  Gmnected  with  their  military 
calling. 

Senator  Gitens. — ^AU  their  military  frill. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— When  they  come 
to  do  the  work  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment now  they  are  not  colonels,  captains,  or 
anything  else,  but  have  to  answer  to  their 
proper  names.  Again,  who  was  it  who  up- 
held the  right  of  the  employes  of  the  De- 
partment to  organize,  so  that  their  united 
voice  might  be  heard  by  the  highest  autho- 
rity in  a  proper  way  ?  It  was  Mr.  Mahon. 
In  that  matter  the  honorable  gentleman 
came  into  conflict  with  the  Deputy  Post- 
master-General of  Victoria,  and  1  think 
that*  in  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia, the  late  Postmaster-General  got  con- 
siderably the  best  of  his  deputy  in  the  ai- 
gunient.  Again,  who  was  the  first  Post- 
master-General to  declare  that,  so  far  as 
he  or  the  Public  Service  Commissioner 
could  have  it  d(Mie,  the  public  servants  of 
his  Department  should  not  any  longer  con- 
tinue to  victimize  their  tradesmen.  We 
know  that  a  very  great  deal  of  opposition 
was  c^ered  to  Mr.  Mahon's  proposal  to 
make  it  a  misdemeanour  for  the  servants  of 
his  Department  to  be  continually  dunned 
by  their  creditors  during  c^ce  hours.  In 
thus  compelling  jthem  to  pay  their  just 
debts,  the  honorable  gentleman  did  what 
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was  absolutely  right  in  the  interests  of  fair 
play  to  the  tradesmen.  Mr.  Mahon  is  a  mem- 
ber of  a  party  who  make  it  a  vital  plank  of 
their  platform  to  see  that  every  man  em- 
ployed by  the  Government  shall  be  paid 
a  fair  wage,  which  will  enable  him  to  pa^ 
his  debts.  If,  after  he  has  given  a  fair 
return,  he  is  given  a  fair  wage,  so  far  as 
the  Labour  Party  can  do  so,  they  are  pre- 
pared to  see  that  he  shall  pay  his  just 
debts.  In  that  matter  again  Mr.  Mahon 
showed  that  he  had  a  grasp  of  the  situation, 
and  was  well  able  to  administer  his  De- 
partment. He  probably  administered  it 
better  than  it  had  been  administered  be- 
fore, and  I  may  at  least  say  that  he  ad- 
ministered it  quite  as  well.  No  charge 
has  been  brought  against  his  administra- 
tion. I  now  come  to  the  administration 
of  the  Hone  Affairs  Department,  by  Mr. 
Batchelor.  No  sooner  did  the  honorable 
gentleman  take  office  than  he  started  to 
grapple  with  its  difficulties  in  a  business- 
like way.  He  attended  his  c^ce  day 
after  day  for  more  than  the  regulation  eight 
hours,  in  the  endeavour  to  evolve  from  the 
chaos  produced  by  the  Ccraimonwealth 
Electoral  Act  some  state  of  order  for  the 
next  elections.  It  was  only  to  be  sup- 
posed that  passing  an  electoral  law  as  we 
passed  it,  without  full  knowledge  of  the 
circumstances  operating  all  over  Australia, 
it  would  contun  a  ntunber  of  defects. 
Those  defects  were  made  apparent  at  ^e 
last  election,  and  all  we  could  be  expected 
to  do  was  to  try  to  remedy  them.  Directly 
Mr.  Batchelor  assumed  office  he  grappled 
with  the  difficulty  in  a  business-like  way, 
with  the  result  that  the  recommendations 
he  has  left  on  the  subject  are  admitted  by 
the  piesent  occupant  of  the  office  to  be 
very  valuable,  and  I  think  that  they  are 
certain  to  be  adopted  by  him.  I  have 
said  sufficient  on  the  subject,  and  it  is 
generally  admitted,  even  by  our  opponents, 
that  no  charge  can  be  brought  against  any 
member  of  the  late  Government  in  con- 
nexion with  his  administration  of  the  De- 
partment committed  to  his  care.  In  the 
circumstances,  I  may  well  ask  why  so  much 
indecent  haste  wa^  shiown  to  turn  the  mem- 
bers of  that  Governmeint  out  of  office?  It 
was  certainly  not  because  they  wej^-e  discour- 
teous, or  because  they  had  not  shown  them- 
sehes  to  be  honorable  and  fair-minded  men. 
I  intended  to  quote  the  opinion  which  Mr. 
Reid  expressed  of  the  Labour  Party  during 
the  time  when  he  was  "  in  the  hollow  of 
their  hand."  But,  if  any  inquiring  persrai 
will  refer  to  the  pages  of  H^msard,hb  will 
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find  that  Mr.  Reid  has  placed  on  record  the 
statement  that  he  always  found  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Labour  Party  imbued  with  the 
strictest  integrity,  the  greatest  impartiality, 
and  the  finest  courtesy,  and  that  they  were 
absolutely  fair  in  every  respect. 

It  is  only  fair  to  say  this,  and  it  is  one  of  the 
things  which  stand  to  the  credit  of  the  Labour 
Party,  that  during  the  whole  of  my  five  years' 
connexion  with  tbeth  in  the  ParliamcDt  of  New 
South  Wales  they  never  endeavoured  to  intrigue 
themselves  into  office. 

That  is  what  he  said  on  one  occasion  when 
he  was  passing  a  most  eulogistic  commenda- 
tion of  their  work  as  a  party. 

Senator  Pulsford. — And  tSiey  were  very 
proud  of  his  certificate. 

Senator  O'KEEFE. — No;  we  prefer  to 
have  the  certificate  of  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia. We  know  that  a  certificate  of  the 
Prime  Minister  is  not  worth  a  snap  of  the 
fingers,  because  next  week  he  is  likely  to 
say  something  else.  I  propose  to  quote 
what  he  said  about  some  honorable  sena- 
tors, because  it  will  make  it  all  the  more 
difficult  for  him  to  state  what  was  the  reason 
for  his  indecent  haste  in  ejecting  the  Labour 
Party  from  the  Treasury  bench.  I  now 
come  to  the  peculiar  connexion  between  Mr.  ■ 
Reid  and  Mr.  Deakin;  and  I  propose  to 
quote  what  Mr.  Reid  said  about  Mr.  Deakin 
and  all  his  colleagues,  incidentally.  Ad- 
dressing a  great  meeting  in  the  Melbourne 
Town  Hall  on  the  30th  October  last,  he 
said — 

The  Government  introduced  the  Electoral  Bill 
in  the  Senate  with  a  provision  for  minority  repre- 
sentation. That  was  the  main  provision  of  the 
measure.  The  Senate  knocked  it  out.  Then  the 
Senate  put  in  a  provision  against  plumping.  The 
other  House  removed  it,  and  the  chansei  were 
running  between  the  two  Houses,  in  which  several 
Ministers  voted  in  several  ways  during  the  several 
stages  of  the  Bill.  Mr.  Deakin  said  last  night 
that  that  Bill  gave  manhood  and  womanhood 
suffrage  to  AtistraHa.  I  say  that  this  Govern- 
ment, to  serve  its  political  interests^  robbed  hun- 
dreds and  thousands  of  electors  of  their  just 
rights.    (Loud  applause.) 

Senator  Clemons  said  the  same  thing  in  the 
Senate,  and  I  am  sure  that  he  thinks  it 
now,  if  he  does  not  say  it. 

Senator  Clehons. — And  what  did  the 
honorable  Senator  do— did  he  join  in  the 
robbery? 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— I  held  a  different 
opinion. 

Senator  Clemons. — How  did  the  honor- 
able senator  vote  ? 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— I  voted  in  the  op- 
posite direction  to  the  honorable  and  learned 
senator,  and  gave  reasons  for  my  vote. 


Senator  Clbmoms. — ^Then  Z  was  the  xob* 

txr,  I  suppose? 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— The  honorable  and 
learned  senator  admits  now  that  he  did 
think  what  Mr.  Reid  said  was  true — that 
the  Deakin  Government,  in  order  to  serve 
their  political  interests,  had  robbed  "tiun- 
dreds  and  thousands  of  electors  of  their 
just  rights." 

Senator  Eraser. — Did  not  the  Govern- 
ment throw  over  the  report  of  their  own 
Commissioner  ? 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Did  not  the  right 
honorable  gentleman,  who  made  this  diarge 
of  pure  corruption  against  tfoe  Deakin  Go- 
vernment, crawl  to  Mr.  Deakin  a  few 
months  afterwards,  and  whine  to  him  for 
a  coalition?  And  does  he  not  sit  on  the 
Treasury  bench  to-day  equal  in  all  things 
with  Mr.  McLean — (xily  a  half  Premier? 
Mr.  Reid  goes  on  to  say-^ 

If  the  friendless  wretch  in  the  criminal  dock 
is  told  that  he  is  supposed  to  know  the  law.  and 
if  he  breaks  it  he  is  sent  to  gaol;  if  this  Elec- 
toral Act  makes  it  penal  to  corrupt  an  elector  or 
interfere  with  his  vote,  I  ask  you  what  do  you 
think  of  the  conduct  of  those  who  break  every 
duty  they  owe  to  the  integrity  of  the  polftical 
suffrage  of  Australia.  (ChiBers.) 

That  is  what  he  said  ^lout  Senator  Drake, 
and  Mr.  Deakin,  and  all  their  colleagues. 

Senator  Diaze. — No^  that  is  a-  general 
remark. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— -Although  Mr.  Rud 
spoke  in  that  way  about  those  gentlemen 
only  last  December,  still,  to-day,  they  are 
willing  to  sit  imder  the  shadow  of  his  portly 
form,  and  to  be  overwhelmed  by  him,  and 
in  a  little  while  they  will  be  swallowed. 

Senator  Clemons. — Is  the  .honorable  sen- 
ator willing  to  recall  what  the  Labour  Party 
did  on  that  occasicoi? 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— The  honorable  and 
learned  senator  will  have  an  opptxtunity  to 
recall  that,  as  I  have  no  doubt  he  will.  I 
have  quite  enough  to  do  at  present  to  deal 
with  the  political  sins  of  the  Prime  Min- 
ister. 

Senator  Clehons. — ^The  honoraUe  sena- 
tor has  more  than  enouglTto  do  to  look  after 
his  own  sins. 

Senator  0*KEEF£.~Mr.  Reid  goes  on 
to  say — 

This  nefarious  act  in  the  interests  o|  one  poli- 
tical party  may  be  comitnitted  in  the  interests  of 
another.  Let  us,  while  we  stand  on  the  brink 
of  the  momentous  developments  of  this  Anstmlian 
nation,  try  to  keep  it  from  the  political  corruption 
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We  see  in  otiier  great  democTkciei.  (Cheers.) 
My  strongest  tdiaree  against  this  Government  is 
that  they  have  broken  their  duty  to  the  people, 
and  broken  the  laws  of  the  country  for  a  srilish 
motive,  and  fhey  have  defiled  and  debased  the 
ballot-box  of  Australia.  (Applause.) 

That  is  wiiat  Mr.  Reid  said  in  December ; 
but,  oh !  how  he  loves  Mr.  Deakin  to-day. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — ^Almost  as 
mudi  as  Mr.  Mahm  did. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— How  highly  Mr. 
Raid  admires  Mr.  McLean  I  He  says  that 
the  interests  of  Victoria  are  safe  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  McLean  and  Mr.  Deakin. 
As  Mr.  Hughes  said  at  Ballarat  the 
other  night,  how  the  pythtm  loves  the  little 
mild-eyed  gazelle,  when  he  slimes  him  over 
before  he  proceeds  to  swallow  him.  I  feel 
sure  that  Senator  Symon  would  like  to  hear 
one  or  two  more  statements  that  Mr.  Reid 
made  at  that  meeting. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — Certainly ; 
but  they  do  not  relate  much  to  the  policy 
now. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Yes,  they  da 
Senator  Clemons. — Will  the  honorable 
senator  tell  us  what  Mr.  Reid  said  about 
the  Labour  Party  in  that  connexion? 

Senator  OTCEEFE. — For  five  years  Mr. 
Reid  had  nothing  but  what  was  good  to  say 
about  the  Labour  Party.  So  long  as  they 
were  willing  to  keep  him  in  power,  ind  to 
be  political  Hewers  of  wood,  and  drawers 
of  water,  they  were  a  noble  body,  and  even 
in  England  he  preached  about  the  merits 
and  virtues  of  the  Australian  Labour  Party. 
But  whien  They  wished  to  hew  the  wood, 
and  draw  the' water  for  themselves,  they 
became,  in  his  estimation,  another  kind  of 
party. 

Senator  Clemons. — Will  the  honorable 
senator  tell  us  what  Mr.  Reid  said  about 
the  Electoral  Boundaries  Act,  in  connexion 
with  the  I-abour  Party. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— I  wish  to  say  that 
Mr.  Reid  has  taken  to  his  bosom  one  part 
of  the  combination  which  he  stigmatized  in 
this  speech,  because  it  has  made  him  Prime 
Minister.    He  goes  (m  to  say — 

Let  me  now  deal  with  three  measures  which 
involve  large  questions  of  national  policy.  One 
was  the  Immigration  Restriction  Act.  I  believe 
in  making  that  Act  speak  honestly  and  straight- 
forwardly the  determination  of  the  Australian 
people  that  we  should  have  a  White  Australia. 
(Cheers.)  I  stood  side  by  side  with  the  Labour 
Party  on  thaf  occasion,  but  I  was  beaten.  I 
think  it  was  a  hypocritical  pretence  when  you 
wish  to  exclude  coloured  races  to  submit  even 
your  own  coontrymea  to  the  language  test 


When  an  elector  interjected  "but  you  did," 
Mr.  Reid  suddenly  remembered  that  he  had, 
but  he  said — 

I  did  no{;  but  if  I  did,  I  was  very  wicked. 
(Laughter.)  There  is  one  part  of  the  Bill  which 
provides  that  no  one  is  to  oe  admitted  into  Aus- 
tralia if  there  is  a  danger  of  bis  becoming  a 
charge  on  the  public  funds.  No  one  can  object 
to  that.  But,  at  the  dictatitm  I  have  previously 
referred  to,  it  was  provided  that  another  sort 
of  person  must  be  treated  as  a  criminal — for 
that  is  what  it  really  amounts  to.  The  man  who 
came  with  definite  employment  open  to  him, 
should  be  prohibited  too. 

After  speaking  about  the  case  of  the  six 
hatters,  he  says — 

Some  of  my  friends  don't  agree  with  me. 
However  "Yes-No"  his  leader  may  be, 
Senator  Symcm  is  always  consistent,  and  I 
wish  to  know  if  he  believes  in  the  sentiment 
which  was  expressed  by  Mr.  Reid  when  he 
said — 

Some  of  my  friends  Hon't  agree  with  me,  but 
if  I  ever  have  the  power  in  Australia— (cheers)— 
I  will  make  proviuon  for  the  objects  referred 


That  is  to  say,  that  he  would  knock  out 
the  contract  provision  in  the  Act — 
but  I  would  absolutely  do  awav  with  the  oppor- 
tunity  of    stopping   honest  fellow^»untrymen 
settluig  down  nere  in  honest  employment. 

Does  he  intend  to  ask  the  Parliament  to  de- 
lete that  provision?  K  he  does  not  take 
that  course,  he  will  stamp  himself  as  the 
worst  kind  of  political  humbug,  because  he 
will  have  gone  back  on  the  pledges  he  made 
only  six  months  aga 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon.— Will  tht 
honorable  senator  support  him  if  he  does? 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— No,  and  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  senator  is  so  consistent 
that  if  he  did  not  believe  in  the  provision 
two  years  ago  he  will  not  change  his  atti- 
tude now.  I  do  not  believe  that  he  would 
ever  jump  Jim  Crow  like  his  leader  does. 

Senator  Clemons.— Does  the  honorable 
senator  wish  to  keep  up  the  impediment 
against  honest  workmen  coming  here? 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— No  member  of  the 
Labour  Partv  desires  to  keep  up  an  im- 
pediment against  honest  workmen  coming 
here.  Every  man  should  come  here  as  a 
free  agent,  and  after  he  has  acquired  a 
knowledge  of  the  local  conditions  he  should 
be  able  to  enter  into  a  contract 

Senator  Fraser.— But  some  men  prefer 
to  have  a  billet  before  they  come. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Yes.  A  number  of 
men  got  their  billets  before  they  came;  they 
were  brought  here  to  interfere  with  the  fair 
rate  of  wages  paid  to  Australian  workmen. 
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and  that  was  the  reason  for  that  provision 
in  the  Immigration  Restriction  Act.  Unless 
the  leader  of  this  Government  asks  the  Par- 
liament to  repeal  that  provision  he  will 
stamp  himself  as  the  worst  kind  of  poli- 
tical turncoat.  And  if  he  does  attempt  to 
keep  his  pledges  to  the  people,  and  he  is 
assisted  by  Mr.  McLean,  Sir  George  Tur- 
ner, and  Senator  Drake,  then  they  will 
break  their  political  pledges.  Either  one 
half  of  this  peculiarly  constituted  Govern- 
ment or  the  other  must  break  the  pledges 
given  to  the  people  onl^  six  months  ago. 
When  Mr.  Reid  was  reminded  by  an  elector 
at  the  meeting  in  the  Town  Hall,  that  he 
voted  for  the  provision  to  keep  out  the  six 
hatters  he  said — 
If  I  did  I  ought  to  be  kicked— 

He  really  did  not  know  whether  be  had 
v(Hed  for  it.  It  is  a  just  retribution  for 
the  stand  which  he  took  at  that  time,  and 
the  tarradiddles  whidi  he  told  the  people 
of  Australia,  that  the  six  hatters,  for  whom 
he  tried  to  enlist  so  much  sympathy,  should 
work  and  vote  against  him  at  the  last  gene- 
ral electi(Hi.    He  said — 

If  I  did  I  oueht  to  be  kicked.  But  I  say  I  did 
not. 

Senator  Clemons. — ^Was  it  impossible 
for  the  honorable^senator  to  finish  that  quo- 
tation in  the  first  instance?  Was  the  vexi- 
tence  too  long  for  him  to  quote? 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— I  shall  give  the 
honorable  and  learned  senator  as  much  more 
of  it  as  he  likes. 

Senator  Clemons. —Does  not  the  honor- 
able senator  think  that  it  would  have  been 
fairer  to  finish  the  quotation  In  the  first 
instance  ? 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Does  the  honor- 
able senator  say  that  I  have  not  quoted  cor- 
rectly? 

Senator  Clekons. — I  say  that  the  hon- 
orable senator  quoted  the  first  part  loudly, 
and  the  second  part  as  a  sort  of  stage 
aside. 

Senator  O'KEEFE. — A  voice  interrup- 
ted Mr.  Reid,  and  he  said — 

If  I  did  I  ought  to  be  kicked.  But  I  lay  that 
I  did  not. 

Senator  Clehons. — ^That  is  what  I  re- 
ferred to. 

Senator   O'KEEFE.—  Mr.    Reid  also 

said — 

The  democracy  of  Australia  should  beware  of 
pushing  its  principles  for  a  White  Australia  to 
a  mean  and  contemptible  extreme.  I  was  with 
the  GovemmeDt  on  the  kanaka  question,  and  was 
willing  to  let  the  Bill  pats.  But  we  have  to  pay 
too  heavily  for  it. 


Then  Senator  Eraser  echoed  from  the  plat- 
form **  Too  heavily." 

Senator  FraSer. — I  say  so  still. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— The  honorable  sen- 
ator is  consistent  in  that.  Yet  he  says  he  is 
in  favour  of  a  White  Australia. 

Senator  Fsaseh. — Perfectly. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Yes,  if  iie  can  get 
it  for  nothing. 

Senator  Frasek. — I  do  not  grow  crazy 
about  it. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Mr.  Reid  said— 

I  do  not  gmdge  tiie  amount,  but  it  was  ittU  toe 
heavy  a  pnce  to  pay. 

Then  he  went  on  to  deal  with  the  Tariff, 
but  I  can  leave  that  subject,  because  we 
know  that  he  has  sunk  the  fiscal  issue  en- 
tirely. I  wonder  how  Senator  Pulsford 
likes  that.  Mr.  Reid  sunk  the  <Mily  big 
political  principle  to  which  Senator  Pulsfcwd 
ever  attached  himself.  I  do  not  think  that 
in  his  heart  the  honorable  senator  is  a  genu, 
ine  supporter  of  the  coalition. 

Senator  Pulsford. — Yes  I  am. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Will  Senator  Puls- 
ford tell  us  what  in  bis  opinion  shtmid  be 
the  duration  of  the  fiscal  truce?  We 
should  all  like  to  know  that.  Some  reason 
ought  also  to  be  given  for  the  change  of 
Government  which  has  taken  place,  and  for 
the  delay  in  the  transaction  of  public  busi- 
ness, which  has  consequently  happened. 
The  present  situation  must  stand  condemDed 
before  the  people  of  Australia  as  abso- 
lutely devoid  of  common  sense.  Those 
who  have  taken  the  reins  of  Goverrunent 
ought  to  tell  the  people  what  is  the  differ- 
ence between  their  pi»icy  and  ours.  They 
found  no  fault  with  the  administration  of 
the  late  Government.  They  faa\*e  copied  our 
methods. 

Senator  Drake. — No. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— They  have  copied 
them  as  well  as  they  could.  Mr.  DeaJdn, 
in  his  great  speech  at  Ballarat  on  the  30th 
October,  made  it  a  great  complaint  against 
the  protectionists  that  their  organization  was 
not  perfect.  He  said,  "What  we  want  is 
a  solid  phalanx  of  protectionists  to  be  pre- 
sented at  the  next  general  electiwi,"  and 
he  added  in  those  splendidly  flowing 
phrases  of  his  that  there  was  a  plethora  of 
candidates  on  the  protectionist  side,  and 
that  some  of  them  must  stand  aside.  He 
said.  "  We  must  have  only  one  prtrtectionist 
candidate  for  each  constituency."  That 
is  what  Mr.  Deakin  wanted.  How  was 
that  object  to  be  attained  without  a  politi- 
cal machine?    The  very   fact  that  our 
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opponents  on  both  sides  are  willing  to  adopt 
our  methods  and  that  they  can  bring  no 
charge  against  our  administration,  furnish 
reasons  why  they  should  justify  the  change 
of  Government  which  thev  have  brought 
about.  Only  lately  the  Reform  League  in 
New  South  Wales  have  copied  our 
methods. 

Senator  Drake.— Not  the  methods  of  the 
Labour  Party. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— In  what  respect  do 
the  methods  of  the  protectimists  with  whom 
the  honorable  and  learned  senator  is  asso- 
ciated differ  from  those  of  the  Labour 
Party. 

Senator  Drake. — Very  greatly. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Let  Senator  Drake 
give  us  an  instance,  when  he  speaks  next 
week.  The  present  Government  have 
adopted  our  programme,  or  at  least  a  miser- 
able portion  of  it.  I  ought  not  to  call  it  a 
miserable  portion,  but  they  certainly  have 
adopted  a  small  portion  of  it. 

Senator  Drake. — There  is  not  a  plank  in 
the  honorable  senator's  platform  which  was 
not  taken  from  the  platform  of  some  other 
party. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— There  is  not  a 
plank  in  the  platform  of  the  Labour  Party 
which  has  not  been  there  for  many  years 
before  the  late  Government  came  into  exist- 
ence. The  greater  part  of  our  platform  is 
derived  from  the  bruns  of  the  members  of 
the  Labour  Party.  Mr.  Reid  calls  our 
policy  a  crawling  policy,  but,  nevertheless, 
he  adopts  it.  I  ask  again :  what  are  the 
reasons  for  bringing  the  coalition  into  exist- 
ence? Can  it  be  that  honorable  senators 
opposite  object  to  the  Labour  Party,  be- 
cause they  do  not  mix  in  tvie  highest  social 
circles?  That  is  a  deplwable  thing  to  sug- 
gest, but  I  cannot  ocplain  the  situatitm 
otherwise.  I  believe  that  some  honorable 
senators  opposite  in  their  inmost  hearts  and 
consciences,  subscribe  to  the  ideal  of  Go- 
vernment which  was  expressed  by  an 
American  millionaire  the  other  day,  when  he 
said  that  "the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
working  people  of  this  great  country  will  be 
best  conser\'ed,  not  by  agitators,  but  by  the 
Christian  men  and  women,  to  whom  God 
in  his  infinite  wisdom  has  given  the  control 
of  the  property  and  interests  of  the  coun- 
try." Do  honorable  senators  opposite 
subscribe  to  that  doctrine?  Do  they  sav 
that  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people 
of  Australia  will  be  best  cxinserved  only 
by  the  class  of  individuals  who  own  the 
property? 


Senator  Drake. — Certainly  not. 

Senator  O'KEEFE. — I  am  glad  that  my 
honorable  and  learned  friend,  who  has  been 
a  democrat,  does  not  subscribe  to  that  ideal. 

Senator  Drake. — I  am  a  democrat  still. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Then  the  honor- 
able and  learned  senator  should  get  out  of 
the  present  Government  at  once,  because  I 
can  assure  him  that  his  friends  in  Queens- 
land will  not  recognise  him  as  a  democrat 
so  long  as  he  remains  a  member  of  it.  I 
am  impelled  to  the  opinion  that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  supporters  of  this  Govern- 
ment do  adhere  to  the  ideal  which  I  have 
described. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — The  honor- 
able senator  is  quite  mistaken. 

Senator  O'KEEFE.— Our  ideal,  on  the 
contrary,  is  that  the  rights  and  interests  of 
any  community  should  be  paramount  to  the 
rights  and  interests  of  any  individual  or 
class,  and  that  so  long  as  human  nature 
is  constituted  as  it  is,  and  until  we  reach 
the  millennium,  the  rights  and  interests  of 
the  mass  of  the  people  must  be  paramount 
to  those  of  any  individual  or  class. 
After  all,  government  in  itself  and  in 
the  abstract  is  not  a  good  thing. 
Government  is  essentially  a  recognition  of 
the  weakness  of  human  nature.  While  hu- 
man nature  is  what  it  is,  we  must  have 
some  form  of  Government;  and  the  Go- 
vernment in  which  I  believe  is  that  which 
uses  every  fair  means  to  make  individuals 
recognise  the  claims  of  the  race  to  which 
they  belcHig,  and  of  the  community  in  which 
they  live. 

Debate  (on  motion  by  Senator  Frasek) 

adjourned. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
Governor  of  Western  Australia. 
Motion  (by  Senator  Sir  Joszab  Syuon) 
proposed — 

That  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Before  I  put  the 
motion,  I  think  it  only  right  to  mention  to 
the  Senate  that  His  Excellency  the  Gover- 
nor of  Western  Australia  is  present.  My 
attention  has  just  been  called  to  the  fact,  or 
otherwise  I  should  certainly  have  invited 
His  Excellency  to  take  a  seat  on  the  floor 
of  the  Senate.  I  am  sure  the  Senate  would 
have  accorded  so  distinguished  a  visitor 
that  privilege.  I  was  not  informed 
officially  that  His  Excellency  was  here,  or 
I  should  have  taken  actioa 

Honorable  Senators. — Hear,  hear. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Senate  adjourned  at  3.33  p.m. 
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Jl^ouse  of  Srprrsmtatibes. 

Friday t  g  September ^  2^04. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  xo.30 
a.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

MILITARY  BADGES  AND 
ORNAMENTS. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— I  wish  to  know 
from  the  Minister  of  Defence  whether  it 
has  yet  been  determined  to  have  the 
badges  and  ornaments  used  by  our 
Military  Forces  made  in  Australia?  Some 
time  ago  it  was  proposed  to  import  these 
articles,  but  several  honorable  members 
raised  a  protest  against  that  procedure  The 
matter  has  been  before  the  Department  for 
some  time,  and  I  should,  therefore,  like  to 
know  from  the  Minister  whether  a  deter- 
mination has  been  come  to  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  should  have  been  glad 
if  the  honorable  member  had  let  me  know 
of  his  intention  to  ask  this  question,  because 
then  I  should  have  been  able  to  look  at  the 
papers  bearing  on  the  matter.  So  far  as 
my  memory  serves  me,  the  Department  has 
been  accepting  contracts  for  the  making  of 
badges  in  Australia. 

Mr.  Mauger. — There  is  a  big  item  still 
midecided. 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  cannot  carry  the  facts 
relating  to  all  these  matters  in  my  memory, 
and  I  am  not  sure  that  I  have  seen  all  the 
papers  referring  to  the  subject  of  the  honor- 
able member's  inquiry ;  but  if  he  will  re- 
peat his  question  next  week,  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  give  a  definite  answer. 

OLD-AGE  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  wish  to 
know  from  the  Minister  of  ExteTna,l  Affairs 
what  is  the  policy  of  the  Government  as  re- 
gards old-age  pensions,  and  whether  he  will 
consent  to  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  wwking  of  the 
Old-age  Pensions  Acts  of  Victoria  and 
New  South  Wales,  with  the  object  of  ob- 
taining data  on  which  to  base  a  Common- 
wealth scheme  of  old-age  pensicHis. 

Mr.  REID. — The  Government  considered 
that  matter  in  dealing  with  their  policy^  for 
this  session  and  afterwards,  and,  as  stated 
by  the  Attorney-General  in  the  Senate,  the 
day  before  yesterday,  the  view  we  have 
taken  in  regard  to  it  is  that  it  is  impossible 
for  the  Federal  Parliament  to  bring  into 
operation  a  Federal  system  of  old-age  pen- 
sions without  the  co-operation  of  the  States, 


because,  although  the  Constitution  em- 
powers us  to  defd  with  it,  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary, if  revenue  were  raised  for  the  pur< 
pose  through  the  <Cu8toms — and  that  has 
been  the  policy  of  taxation  coaaaoa  to,  I 
think,  all  Federal  parties — to  raise  foor 
times  t4ie  amount  actually  required,  since 
15s.  in  every  j£i  obtained  through  the  Cns- 
toms  must  be  returned  to  the  States.  The 
Government,  therefore,  decided  some  days 
ago  that  they  would  make  the  subject  one 
to  be  dealt  with  in  a  Conference  with  the 
Governments  of  the  States,  and  we  pn>- 
pose  to  use  all  the  influence  we  possess  to 
persuade  those  Governments  to  co-operate 
with  us,  so  that  we  may  be  able  to  deal 
with  the  matter  upon  a  national  basis. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Is  this  another  part  of 
the  prc^ramme  for  the  recess  7 

Mr.  REID. — The  matter  was  referred 
to  by  the  Attorney -General  two  days  ago 
in  making  a  Ministerial  statemoit  in  another 
place. 

Mr.  Thouas. — ^Why  was  it  not  referred 
to  here?  Did  the  right  h(»iorable  member 
forget  to  refer  to  it  ? 

Mr.  REID.— I  did. 

Mr.  Thohas.- The  right  booorable 
member  forgot  to  refer  to  so  unportant  a 
question  as  the  establishment  of  Cbmmon- 
wealth  old-age  pensions  ! 

Mr.  REID. — I  had  made  a  note  of  the 
matter,  and  intended  to  refer  to  it;  bat 
I  never  look  at  my  notes  during  the  deli^'ery 
of  a  speech,  and  consequently  the  subject 
escaped  my  memory,  as  I  had  to  deal  with 
a  large  number  of  questions.  In  the  Sen- 
ate, ^wever,  the  Attorney-General  referred 
to  the  subject  in  this  way: — 

There  is  also  the  ^reat  subject  which  must  be 
considered  in  connexioa  with  the  5ta{cs,  u  sag- 
gested  by  Senator  Higgs,  namely,  old-a(e  pen- 
sions. That  must  necessarily  be  the  subject  of 
conference,  and  some  kind  of  basis  for  coranoa 
action,  even  to  a  greater  extent  than  that  which 
I  ventured  to  indicate  desirable  in  so  compara- 
tively small  a  matter  as  the  appointment  of  a 
High  CommiasioDcr. 

That  statement  was  made  two  days  ago, 
and  no  miracle  can  be  worked  with  the 
Hansard  report,  although  I  hear  that  it  is 
pretty  freely  revised  at  times.  The  sub- 
ject was  fully  considered  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  I  regret  that,  having  a  large  num- 
ber of  matters  to  deal  with,  I  forgot  to  meo- 
tion  it  when  making  my  Ministerial  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  Fisher. — The  other  Ministers  might 
have  advised  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
on  the  subject. 
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Mr.  REID,— That  is  perfectly  true ;  but 
I  ask  my  honorable  friends  to  straw  interest 
in  the  main  subject,  which  is  of  more  im- 
pOTtance  than  an  act  of  forgetfulness  cm 
my  part.  I  plead  guilty  to  the  c»nission 
through  want  of  recoUecticn ;  but,  as  a 
guarantee  of  good  faith,  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  the  subject  was  referred  to  by  the  At- 
torney-General in  another  place  while  I  was 
making  my  Ministerial  statement.  In  reply 
to  the  question  asked  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Eden-Monaro,  neither  my  colleagues 
nor  I  have  any  objection  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Select  Committee  whose  in- 
quiries and  report  will  help  to  pave  the  way 
for  the  proposed  Ccmference.  The  sub- 
ject in  which  be  is  interested  has  never  been 
omsidered  a  party  question,  and  I  hope 
never  will  be  so  considered.  It  is  a  matter 
of  too  great  importance  for  that.  I  shall, 
therefore,  welcome  any  assistance  from  a 
Select  Committee  of  this  House  prepara- 
tory to  a  meeting  with  the  authorities  of  the 
States  in  Conference. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  once  or  twice 
before  called  attention  to  the  requirements 
of  the  Standing  Orders  in  relation  to  ques- 
tions. The  rules  in  this  regard  are  very 
strict,  and  I  am  bound  to  enforce  them.  I 
therefore  ask  hmorable  members  who,  dur- 
ing the  making  of  any  reply  to  a  question, 
desire  further  information,  not  to  indulge  in 
running  comment,  which  is  quite  disorderly ; 
but  to  afterwards  ask,  separately,  supple- 
mentary questions  upon  the  subjects  upon 
which  they  desire  additional  information. 
To  ask  questions  by  way  of  interjection 
during  the  giving  of  answers  to  other  ques- 
ihra  IS  disord^ly. 

ALIEN  RESTRICTION 
ADMINISTRATION. 
Mr.  CARPENTER.— It  appears  from 
the  press  reports  that  a  number  of  Chinese, 
arrinng  by  steamer  from  Singapore,  have 
been  detected  in  the  act  of  trying  to  smug- 
gle themselves  into  Fremantle.  For  some 
time  past  it  has  been  strongly  suspected  in 
Western  Australia  that,  in  spite  of  the 
Aliens  Restriction  Act,  Chinamen  have  been 
smuggled  into  that  State  in  considerable 
numbers ;  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  some 
thirteen  of  them  have  now  been  discovered 
on  board  one  steamer,  I  ask  the  Minister  of 
External  Affairs  if  he  will  take  special  pre- 
cautions to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  this 
action.  I  should  also  like  him  to  say  what 
steps  the  Govemmoit  intend  to  tlike  in 
T^ard  to  the  particular  case  to  whidi  I 
have  referred. 


Mr.  REID.— I  should  like  to  have  fuller 
informaHon  on  th&  subject  before  making 
any  armoun(%ment  of  the  intenticma  of  the 
Government,  since  correct  information  is  the 

safe  precursor  of  action.  I  have  not  yet  re- 
ceived the  papers,  and  I  wish  to  satisfy 
myself  of  the  facts  before  taking  action. 
If  my  honorable  friend  will  put  a  ques- 
tion on  the  notice  paper  for,  say,  Wednes- 
day next,  I  hope  then  to  be  able  to  give 
htm  a  satisfactory  reply. 

SUPPLIES:  POSTAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  wish  to  ask 
the  Postmaster- General,  without  notice,  if  it 
is  a  fact,  as  stated  in  this  morning's  Age, 
that  he  has  decided  to  continue  a  practice 
in  connexion  with  the  supplies  required  by 
his  Department,  inaugurated,  I  believei 
a  previous  Minister,  of  giving  a  preference 
of  15  per  cent,  to  local  tenderers? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— I  am  sorry  that 
my  h(»iorable  friend  has  not  given  notice 
of  the  question.  S<Hne  time  ago  tenders 
were  invited  for  the  supply  of  materials 
for  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department. 
Tenders  were  afterwards  received,  and 
certain  recommendaticms  were  made  in  re- 
gard to  them  by  an  officer  of  the  Depart- 
ment, in  accordance,  I  understand,  with  the 
decisicMis  of  previous  Ministers.  The  flat- 
ter was  then  submitted  to  my  predecessor 
in  office,  the  honorable  member  for  Cool- 
gardie,  who  determined  to  accept  tenders 
where  no  preference  was  involved.  Upon 
his  leaving  office  it  came  again  before  me, 
and  I  sent  for  the  papers  to  ascertain  what 
was  the  practice  in  force  at  the  time  the  ten- 
ders were  invited.  I  found  that  both  the 
honorable  member  for  Denison  and  Senator 
Drake  had  laid  down  a  certain  rule  in 
connexion  with  preference  to  tenderers. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Was  not  that  the  re- 
sult of  a  Cabinet  decision  ? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— I  presume  it 
was;  the  rule  laid  down  by  ttw  Govern- 
ment for  the  time  being  was  that  certain 
preference  should  be  given  to  local  ten- 
derers. That  decision  was  ccramunicated 
to  the  Deputy  Postmasters-General  in  the 
various  States,  and  it  was  in  accordance 
with  that  decision  that  tenders  were  invited 
by  my  predecessors  in  office.  The  matter 
came  under  my  notice  for  determination, 
because  the  honorable  member  for  Cool- 
gardie  had  determined  that  where  no  pre- 
ference was  involved  the  tender  should  be 
accepted,  and  had  left  me  to  deal  with  all 
other  cases. 
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Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Did  the  tenderers 
know  anything  about  the  arrangement? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— All  I  know  is 
that  tiie  Secretary  to  the  Postmaster-Gen- 
eral was  directed  to  send  the  decision  of 
my  predecessors  to  the  Deputy  Postmasters, 
and  I  concluded  that  a  certain  practice  had 
been  established,  and  that  the  tenderers 
had  some  knowledge  of  it.  I  made  a 
minute  to  the  following  effect : — "  Tbe 
practice  in  force  under  Ministerial  decision 
at  the  time  tenders  were  invited  to  be  fol- 
lowed." 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — If  it  was  under- 
stood by  the  tenderers  that  preference  was 
to  be  given  to  local  tenders,  the  Minister 
was  oa\y  carrying  out  what  amounted  prac- 
tically to  a  contract. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— Of  course,  I 
cannot  say  for  certain  whether  the  ten- 
derers knew  of  the  arrangement.  All  I 
know  is  that  the  decision  of  my  predeces- 
sors was  communicated  by  order  to  the 
Deputy  Postmasters-General. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  desire  to  know 
whether  the  Postmaster- General  will,  of  his 
own  motion,  continue  the  very  admirable 
practice  which  has  been  referred  to? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— I  shall  deal 
with  that  question  when  it  arises. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  wish  to  ask  whether 
the  papers  disclose  any  reason  why  the 
late  Pbstmaster-General  declined  to  deal 
wirti  the  very  important  questttm  of  allow- 
ing preference  to  local  tenderers  ? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.  —  No;  the 
papers  do  not  disclose  that.  The  late 
Postmaster- General  left  a  minute  to  the 
effect  that  tenders  were  to  be  accepted 
where  no  preference  was  involved. 
\  Mr.  Salmon. — Then  the  matter  of  pre- 
ference was  hung  up? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— It  was  left  in 
abeyance. 

X'lr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  late  Postmaster- 
General  very  wisely  shunted  the  responsi- 

bilitv. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— Is  it  not  a  fact 
that  the  reason  wh'yi  the  late  Postmaster- 
General  did  not  deal  with  the  question  of 
preference  to  tenderers  w^as  that  fresh  ten- 
ders were  called,  and  that  he  was  therefore 
unable  to  arrive  at  a  decision? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— I  do  not  think 
that  that  is  the  correct  explanation.  The 
papers  were  submitted  to  me,  and  I  asked 
the  Secretary  to  give  me  some  infonnation 
bearing  on  the  question  of  preference.  Then 
the  dedsicm  arrived  at  by  my  predecessors 
was  placed  before  me. 


Mr.  Fisher. — The  Minister  has  made  an 
excellent  start  by  trying  to  take  a  point 
upon  the  previous  Minister. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  wish  to  ask 
the  Minister  whether,  in  arriving  at  his 
decision,  he  did  not  assume  that  there  tu 
an  understanding  between  the  Departnent 
and  the  tenderers  with  regard  to  prefer- 
ence? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— I  did  not 
make  any  inquiries  with  regard  to  the 
tenderers.  All  I  saw  was  the  dedsion  of 
my  predecessors,  which  it  was  directed 
should  be  axmnunicated  privately  to  (be 
Deputy  Postmasters-General,  I  did  not  in- 
quire as  to  the  action  which  they  had  taken : 
but  I  arrived  at  the  determination  I  ban 
imiicated. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— Is  it  not  tniethat 
the  papers  sent  to  the  Deputy  Postmasteis- 
General  with  respect  to  the  preference  to  be 
given  to  local  tenderers  were  marked  "pri- 
vate and  confidential,"  and  that  no  toider- 
ers  knew  anything  about  them  ? 

Mr.  Reid. — This  is  curious.  The  b«i- 
orable  member  must  have  been  an  under- 
study for  the  late  Postmaster-General. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— I  have  already 
stated  that  it  was  cvdered  that  the  dednon 
of  my  predecessors  should  be  cCnmnunicated 
privately  to  the  Deputy  Postmasters-General 
It  was  that  knowledge  which  made  me  hesi- 
tate to  state  that  the  tenderers  were  infonned 
of  the  conditions.  I  determined  the  mat- 
ter upon  the  papers  submitted  to  me.  and  I 
am  quite  prepared  to  stand  by  my  deci- 
sion. 

SALARIES  OF  TEMPORARY 
TELEGRAPH  OPEILATORS. 

Mr.  GROO^f  (for  Mr.  Crouch),  asked 
the  Postmaster-General,  upon  notice— 

I.  Whether  two  expert  telegraph  opeiaton  of 
experience,  oamed  Lumley  and  Knight,  }an 
bera  recently  employed  at  ;^9o  per  ansnm  ia 
the  Department? 

a.  Are  these  men  of  matnre  years,  with  wim 
and  familiei  to  snppoit? 

3.  Does  be  propose  to  cmtinne  to  pav  these 
rates  to  men  of  experience  under  such  coD^itim! 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— The  answen 
to  the  honorable  and  learned  member's  ques- 
tions are  as  follow : — 

I.  Yes.  Lumley,  from  aSth  November,  iqoj. 
to  a6ni  July,  1004;  and  Knii^t,  from  im 
February,  1904  (kill  employed^. 

3.  Yei. 

3.  No  special  rates  of  pay  have  been  deter- 
mined by  the  Public  Service  Commissioner  for 
temporary  telegraphists;  the  salaries  of  tliose 
permanently  employed  are  from  £^  to 
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in  tbe  5th  Class.  It  is,  however,  the  mteation 
of  the  Postmaster-Geoerql  that  in  fuiuie  the 
minimum  salary  of  £110  per  annum  shall  be 
paid  in  such  cases  as  those  referred  to. 

I  may  add  that  when  I*  found  that  these 
two  noen,  who  were  married,  and  had  large 
families,  and  were  expert  at  their  work, 
were  receiving  only  ;^90  per  annum,  I 
felt  that  I  should  be  perfectly  justified  in 
paying  them  the  minimum  salary. 

PAPERS. 
Mr.  REID  laid  upon  tbe  table  the  fol- 
lowing papers : 

Statutory  rules  made  by  the  Justices  of  the 
High  Court  under  the  Commonwealth  Electoral 
Act. 

Statutory  rules  made  br  the  Justices  of  the 
High  Court  under  the  High  Court  Procedure 
Act. 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 

Debate  resumed  from  8th  September 

{vide  page  4462),  on  motion  by  Mr.  Rezd — 

That  the  despatch  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
with  reference  to  the  metric  sjrttem,  be  printed. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  (Wannon).— Like  most 
other  honorable  members,  I  listened  to  the 
honozable  and  learned  member  for  Indi 
with  considerable  pleasure  and  interest. 
My  interest  was  increased  by  the  fact  that 
his  speech  was  of  a  character  such  as  we 
ar«  not  accustomed  to  hear  from  him.  It 
was  palpably  an  address  to  the  gallery, 
and  to  his  constituents.  I  welcome  the  atti- 
tude which  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber has  taken  up  on  this  question,  because 
it  seems  to  me  that  if  there  is  to  be  or- 
ganized obstruction  the  sooner  we  face  the 
music  the  better.  For  my  part,  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  abide  by  the  conse- 
quences, although  I  know  that  many  hon- 
orable members  on  the  other  side  are  not 
so  ready  to  face  the  situation.  The  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Indi,  and 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  dealt  with 
the  methods  by  which  the  late  Government 
were  defeated,  and  claimed  that  they  were 
not  ejected  from  office  by  fair  and  reason- 
able means — that  the  battle  ground  was 
not  of  their  own  choosing.  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  battle  ground  was  dis- 
tinctly of  their  own  choosing.  The  only 
wav  in  which  we  could  arrive  at  a  faii 
and  definite  decision  upon  an  important 
point  was  afforded  by  the  method  adopted. 
What  were  the  broad  facts  of  the  case  ? 
When  the  Craiciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill 
was  previously  in  Committee  it  was  proposed 
to  delete  the  sub-clause  providing  for  un- 
conditional preference  to  unionists.  That 


amendment  was  defeated.  A  further  amend- 
ment  was   moved   by   the   present  Min- 
ister of   Defence,   with   the   object  of 
limiting     preference!     to    the  members 
of     organizations     which     could  show 
that  they  represented  a  majority  cA  the 
persons  interested  in  the  award.  That 
amendment  was  carried.    Notice  of  it  had 
been  given  some  days  before  the  divisicm 
took  place,  and  more  than  ten  speakers  dis- 
cussed it    After  the  amendment  had  been 
adopted     the     then     Government  an- 
nounced,   through    the    press,    their  in- 
tention   to    seek    a    dissolution    or  re- 
sign   office    if    the    House    did  not 
reverse  its  decision.   The  Government  chose 
to  regard  the  question  as  vital,  and  I  con- 
tend that  it  was  far  better  that  the  whole 
matter  should  be  disposed  of  in  full 
House,  where  every  vote  would  count,  rather 
than  in  Committee.   The  object  of  the  late 
Prime  Minister  in  seeking  to  recommit  the 
Bill  was  to  give  that   diampion  bridge- 
builder,  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Indi,  a  further  opportunity  to  display 
his  powers.   The  intention  undoubtedly  was 
that,  in  the  event  of  the  Government  amend- 
ment being  defeated,  the  honorable  and- 
learned  member  should  prepare  some  other 
amendment,  or  perhaps  dozens  and  dozens 
of  amendments  if  such  should  be  necessary, 
with  a  view  to  enabling  some  slippery  poli- 
ticians to  act  ccHitrary  to  their  convictiois. 
As  it  was,  three  honorable  members  changed 
their  attitude  upon  the  question  of  prefer- 
ence to  unionists.    Two  of  them  were  wise 
enough  not  to  give  reasons  why  they  went 
over  to  the  Government    Fortunately,  most 
other  honorable  members  had  a  sufficient 
amount  of  courage  to  stand  by  the  votes  they 
had  given  on  a  former  occasion.  What  wu 
desired  by  the  Government  was  to  revive 
bridge-building  methods,  which  would  en- 
able weak-kneed  politicians  to  evade  giving 
a  straight-out  TOte.   The  leader  of  the  Op- 
position told  us  that  the  Go\'ernment  had 
made  no  effort  to  retain  offi<x.    But  I  hold 
a  very  different  view.    There  was  a  great 
deal  of  squealing  and  manoeuvring  by  Min- 
isters before  they  left  office.    When  it  was 
proposed  to  amend  the  clause  in  the  Con- 
ciliation and  Arbitration  Bill  relating  to  the 
rules  of  the  unions,  which  the  late  Prime 
Minister  declared  to  be  vital,  one  honorable 
member  who  was  opposed  to  the  registration 
under  the  Bill  of  unions  having  anything  in 
the  nature  of  political  objects,  asked  the 
Minister  in  a  very  meek  tone  if  he  would 
resign  in  the  event  of  the  Government  being 
defeated  upcm  the  clause.    A  reply  was 
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given  in  the  affirmative.    That  threat  had 

the  desired  effect,  and  the  honorable  and 
gallant  member  referred  to  changed  his 
attitude,  save^  the  Government,  and  ran 
home.  The  same  tactics  were  employed 
on  the  last  occasion. 

Mr.  Watson. — Is  there  anything  dishon- 
orable or  improper  in  the  Government  say- 
ing that  they  will  make  a  certain  question 
a  vital  one? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— Pressure  was  applied 
to  that  honorable  and  Teamed  mnnber 
in  the  most  open  and  flagrant  manner. 
It  was  a  matter  of  open  comment.  It  was 
referred  to  in  more  than  one  speech  de- 
livered in  this  Chamber,  and  was  the  sub- 
ject of  many  private  conversations  between 
honcM'able  members.  Honorable  members 
on  this  side  of  the  House  talte  up  a  cour- 
ageous attitude.  They  seek  to  check  sudi 
practices,  which  bring  Parliament  into  dis- 
repute, and  would  have  every  man  stand 
by  his  gtms. 

Mr.  Spence. — ^The  amendment  was 
sprung  on  the  House. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— That  is  not  so. 

Mr.  Groom. — How  many  honorable 
members  knew  that  it  was  to  be  moved  7 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— If  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  refers  to  the  amend- 
ment against  the  recommittal  of  clause 
48  

Mr.  Groom. — I  da 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— The  honorable  and 
learned  member's  parliamentary  experience 
should  surely  be  sufficient  to  teach  him  thti 
if  a  Government  announces  that  it  con- 
siders that  a  certain  clause  or  sub-clause 
of  a  Bill  is  vital,  and  that  it  will  gc  out  of 
office  if  it  be'  defeated  <hi  it,  it  :s  for  the 
Opposition  to  take  the  first  available  means 
to  test  the  opinion  of  the  House  on  thai 
question.  That  is  the  course  which  v/e 
adopted,  and,  to  my  mind*  the  re.i!Jlt  was 
very  satisfactory.  The  leader  of  the  Op- 
position has  told  us  that  the  Go>'eminent 
party  is  composed  of  a  number  of  Im-on- 
gruous  elements.  I  frankly  admit  that  there 
are  wide  divergencies  of  opinion,  on  cer- 
tain questions,  among  honorable  members 
on  this  side  of  the  House,  but  I  ihink  that 
I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  there  are 
equally  wide  divergendtJs  of  opiniwi  on  the 
part  of  honorable  members  of  the  Opposi- 
xkai.  We,  at  all  events,  have  <»e  i»indple 
in  common. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.— What  is  it? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  shall  be  able  to 
show  that  vomt  members  of  the  Oppositi<m 


and  more  particularly  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bourke,  have  one  prindple  very 
much  in  common  with  that  whidi  we 
favour.  We  object  to  caucus  or  machine- 
bound  Governments. 

Mr.  Watson. — And  yet  the  Government 
use  the  machine. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  object  to  a  caucus- 
bound  Government — a  system  under  which 
a  Government  is  a  mere  detail  in  the  hands 
of  a  machine.  Such  a  system  makn  a 
man  a  mere  puppet  in  the  hands  of  wire- 
pullers outside  the  House.  It  destroys  an 
honorable  member's  liberty  and  conscience, 
and  reduces  him  to  the  position  of  a  mere 
delegate.  In  order  to  show  the  House, 
and  more  particularly  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bourke,  the  infamous  nature  of 
caucus  or  machine  politics,  I  trust  that  I 
shall  be  permitted  to  quote  fn»n  a  speedi 
made  by  that  honorable  member  at  the  last 
general  election.  According  to  a  report 
which  appeared  in  the  A^e  on  14th  Novem- 
ber, 1903,  he  took  up  a  very  vigorous  atti- 
tude in  opposition  to  the  Lalxwr  Party. 
The  report  sets  forth  that  he  said— 

\Vby  was  it  the  Labour  Part;^  was  oppofiog 

him?  He  did  object  to  sign  Uie 

party's  constitation  aod  pledge.  Had  be  signed 
the  pledge  he  would  have  put  himself  in  the 
haads  of  twenty  or  thirty  men  who  waoted  hi* 
billet,  and  be  compelled  to  support  the  candidate 
whom  they  selected,  even  if  ttfe  were  a  free- 
trader. He  would  also  have  lo  give  np  5  pet 
cent,  of  his  salary  to  the  Political  Labotv  Coun- 
cil i  but  he  did  not  intend  to  do  that  

The  position  was  that  some  twenty  or  thirty  per- 
sona— ft  little  clique  at  the  Trades-hall — were 
to  have  the  power  to  say  whether  they  approved 
of  a  candidate,  and  if  they  did  not  approve  of 
him  he  would  have  to  stand  down.  Such  things 
savoured  of  Tammany-hall  uid  Rnssin — 

That  is  the  policy  to  which  honorable  mem- 
bers on  this  side  of  the  House  are  opposed. 

Then  he  went  on  to  say — 

Any  one  who  signed  that  pledge  [i.e.,  labour 
pledge),  agreed  to  support  a  candidate  before 
they  knew  who  the  tnan  was.  The  caucus  did 
not  allow  any  liberty ;  they  must  vote  for  the 
majority.  They  clamoured  for  the  HbertT  of 
minorities,  but  they  did  not  allow  any  liberty 
to  their  own  minority. 

That  constitutes  the  basic  difference  be- 
tween the  Oppositioi  and  the  Government. 

Mr.  Reid. — Did  they  run  the  bontiraUe 
member  for  Bourke  verv  closely? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— They  did. 

Mr.  HtJME  Cook. — He  beat  his  oppcm- 
ent  by  over  700  votes. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— But  he  had  to  call 
upon  the  then  Prime  Minister,  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Ballarat,  to 
extricate  him  from  his  di^cult  position. 
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The  h^morable  and  learned  member  went  to 
Essendon  in  support  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber, and  made  a  rallying  speech  against  ma 
chine  j^vemroent.  .A^xording  to  a  report 
which  appeared  in  the  Age  on  35th  Novem- 
ber last,  the  honorable  member  for  Bourke, 
in  the  course  of  another  election  speech, 
said — 

The  elector!  had  to  consider  whether  they 
would  be  represented  by  a  person  who  was  the 
oomiDee  of  a  little  clique  called  the  Political 
Labour  League,  or  whether  they  would  send 
back  their  present  membet,  who  represented,  not 
ana  section,  but  all  sections  of  the  community. 

I  come  now  to  the  hoiuM'able  member  i<x 
Melbourne  Ports,  for  whom  I  have  the  great- 
est respect.  I  find  t$iat  at  the  last  general 
election  he  took  up  a  position  similar 
to  that  adopted  by  the  4ionorable  member 
for  Bourke.  Under  the  heading  of  "  Mr. 
Mauger  on  the  Labour  Party,"  the  Age,  in 
its  issue  of  iSth  Novonber,  1903,  pub- 
lished the  following  report: — 

If  he  were  to  be  returned  to  the  Federal  Par- 
liament it  would  be  as  a  representative  of  the 
whole  of  the  people,  and  not  as  a  machine,  to 
be  worked  at  the  dictatiim  of  a  small  portion. 
 If  he  did  this  

That  is,  sign  the  labour  pledge — 

he  would  be  abrogating  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  Constitution  by  handing  over  to  a 
few  men  and  a  small  section  of  the  electors  the 
rieht  to  say  whether  or  not  he  should  be  a  can- 
didate. 

Then,  again,  according  to  the  Age  of  34th 
November,  1903,  he  said — 

He  had  beea  asked  to  "nominally"  sien  the 
platform  of  the  Political  Labour  Couocil.  (A 
Voice  :  Then  the  council  is  a  failure). 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  say  it  is  not  only  a  failure — 
it  is  an  absolute  fraud. 

I  do  not  think  that  any  words  of  mine  could 
put  the  positioi  more  clearly  than  does  the 
luminous  exposition  made  by  the  two  hcnor- 
able  membins,  whose  utterances  I  have 
quoted. 

Mr.  Reid. — Did  the  Labour  Party  run 
the  hcHiorable  member  for  Melbourne  Pinrts 
very  closely? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— They  opposed  him, 
but  I  am  glad  to  say  that  his  majority  was 
not  a  small  cxie.  His  popularity  was  so 
great  that  he  was  able  to  hold  his  own. 

Sir  John  Foukst. — Did  the  then  Prime 
Minister  have  to  go'  to  his  assistance  ? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— Na  His  pc^nilarity 
was  so  great  that  be  did  not  require  such 
help.  We  agree  with  these  honorable  mem- 
bers with  regard  to  the  position  of  the 
Labour  Party,  but  the  distinction  between 
us  is  that  we  aie  prepared  to  give  effect  to 


our  opinions  in  a  proper  and  legitimate  way, 
while  they,  on  the  other  hand,  have  sunk 
their  views. 

Mt.  Rzm. — It  is  the  biggest  case  of 
"  yes-no  "  of  which  I  have  ever  heard. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— One  reason  why 
stMne  of  us  object  to  the  Opposition  is  be- 
cause of  the  extreme,  militant,  aggressive 
Socialism  preached  by  a  very  large  section 
of  that  party.  A  most  unfair  attempt  was 
made  last  night  to  foist  on  the  Prime  Minister 
the  responsibility  for  the  utterances  of  Mr. 
R.  S.  Walpole.  I  am  fairly  well  ao]uainted 
with  that  gentleman,  and  think  I  can  say 
that  he  would  resent  such  an  att^pt. 

Mr.  Watson. — But  he  uttered  the  state- 
ment to  which  reference  was  made. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.—I  repeat  that  he 
would  resent  the  suggestion  that  he  was 
giving  expression,  in  any  shape  or  form,  to 
the  views  of  the  present  Prime  Minister. 
I  do  not  wish  to  defend  him,  for  he  is 
well  able  to  take  care  of  himself,  but  on 
one  point  he  has  been  grossly  misrepre- 
sented. 

Mr.  Tudor. — No. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.  —  The  interjection 
made  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Yarra — '— 

Mr.  TuDOB. — ^The  statement  in  question 
was  made  by  Mr.  Walpole,  when  speaking 
at  Lilydale,  and  I  have  a  copy  of  the  re- 
port, which  has  never  been  denied  by 
him. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— He  has  shown  me  a 
letter  from  a  clergjman,  who  heard  the 
whole  of  his  speech,  and  who,  without 
concurring  in  his  remarks,  moved  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  him  for  his  lecture.  That 
clergyman  states  that  no  such  statement 
as  that  attributed  to  Mr.  Walpole  was 
ever  made  by  him. 

Mr.  Tudor.— Will  Mr.  Walpole  himself 
deny  it? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.—I  believe  that  he 

will. 

Mr.  Reid. — What  have  we  to  do  with 
Mr.  Walpole? 

Mr.  Batchelor. — A  great  deal;  the 
Government  exist  by  his  agencv. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— He  represents  one 
section  of  the  community,  which  is  en- 
titled to  adopt  whatever  craistitutional 
means  it  pleases  to  secure  the  propagation 
of  the  views  that  it  holds,  but  there  is  no 
justification  whatever  for  the  suggestion 
that  the  views  of  Mr.  Walpole  are  shared 
bv  the  present  Government.  The  social- 
istic party  object  to  Mr.  Tom  Mann  being 
regarded  as  their  mouthpiece.     That  is  a 
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.  most  extraordinary  position  for  them  to  take 
up.  When  I  said  last  night  that  the  Vic- 
torian labour  members  were  partly  respon- 
sible for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of 
Mr.  Tom  Mann's  mission,  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  West  Sydney  in- 
dignantly denied  the  statement  I  do  not 
make  such  assertions  without  being  able  to 
prove  them. 

Mr.  Bamfobd. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member  was  understood  to  refer  to 
members  of  the  Labour  Party  in  this  Par- 
liament. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  said  that  some 
members  of  the  party  in  this  House  were 
responsible,  and  can  prove  my  assertion. 
Let  me  quote  from  a  report  which  appeared 
in  the  issue  of  the  Tocsin — the  authorized 
political  organ  of  the  Trades  Hall  Council 
of  30th  June,  1904— 

A  meeting  of  the  Trades-bali  and  the  Political 
Labour  Councils,  sitting  as  a  combined  body,  was 
held  in  the  Trades-hall  on  Friday  night,  Mr. 
Hannah,  M.L.A.  (President  of  the  Trades-ball 
Council),  presiding. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Is  that  the  Mr.  Hannah 
who  opposed  the  honorable  member  for 
Bourke  ? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— Yes. 

Mr.  HtncEf  .Cook. — ^And  he  was  de- 
feated bv  over  700  votes. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— The  report  pro- 
ceeds— 

A  number  of  Federal  and  State  labour  mem- 
bers were  present.  The  meeting  was  unanimously 
of  opinion  that  Mr.  Mann's  services  should  M 
ret:iined,  much  of  the  success  which  had  crowned 
the  party's  efforts  in  the  late  State  election  being 
directly  traceable  to  his  splendid  capacity  for 
organization,  and  to  his  strikingly  forcible  plat- 
form exposition  of  labour's  aims  and  ideals. 

In  my  opinion,  Mr.  Tom  Mann  is  one  of 
the  best  investments  that  the  Labour  Party 
have  ever  made,  but  I  am  surprised  that 
they  should  have  the  effrontery  to  deny 
their  association  with  him.  The  next  para- 
graph in  the  report  is  as  follows: — 

The  amount  required  to  continue  Mr.  Mann's 
services  is  ^^40  per  month,  which  includes  salary, 
travelling  expenses,  hire  of  halls,  and  all  other 
necessary  outgoings. 

That  seems  to  me  to  be  a  remarkably  small 

sum. 

Mr.  Reid. — Thev  are  sweating  him. 

Mr.  ROBINSOX.— I  shall  read  the  next 
paragraph,  because  it  absolutely  bears  out 
the  statement  which  I  made  last  night — 

Of  this  monthly  sum  £32  is  already  assured, 
four  Federal  ana  eighteen  State  Labour  mem- 
bers having  agreed  to  contribute  £1  per  month 
each  to  the  special  organizing  fund.  The  balance 
of  £\Z  is  to  be  subscribed  by  the  unions. 


We  have  here  a  clear  and  definite  statement 
that  the  expenses  of  Mr.  Tcm  Mum's  cam- 
paign are  borne  1^  the  Political  Labour 

Council,  the  various  political  tuiions,  and 
by  various  members  of  the  Victorian  Labour 
Party.  It  proves  up  to  the  hilt  that  the 
Victorian  section  of  the  Labour  Part)-,  at 
any  rate,  is  responsible  for  Mr.  Tom  Mann's 
utterances,  because  he  is  their  duly  ac- 
credited paid  agent  and  representative. 

Mr.  Hughes.— What  about  Mr.  Wal- 
pole? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  have  already  dealt 
with  that  gentleman's  position. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Does  the  honoraUe 
and  learned  member  belong  to  the  unioa 
which  that  gentleman  represents? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  do  not;  I  belong 
to  only  the  parliamentary  union.  From  the 
quotations  I  have  made  it  will  be  recognised 
by  the  House  that  the  Labour  Party  are  re- 
sponsible for  Mr.  Mann's  utterances.  I  do 
not  say,  however,  that  because  the  Labour 
Party  is  supported  by  s«ne  anarchists  it 
should  therefore  be  branded  as  an  anarchist 
organization.  The  Opposition  have  endea- 
voured to  show  that  every  grinding  emplover 
of  labour  is  a  supporter  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment. I  do  not  think  that  is  so,  and 
it  is  just  as  improper  for  the  Labour  Party 
to  make  such  a  suggestion  as  it  is  for  them 
to  endeavour  to  avoid  the  just  conse- 
quences of  the  utterances  of  their 
duly  accredited  agent,  Mr.  Tom  Mann. 
Let  us  hear  what  the  Age  newspaper,  whidi 
is  the  organ  of  the  new  alliance  opposite, 
that  is  going  to  attain  office,  and  save  the 
country  at  a  break-neck  rate,  says  about 
the  Political  Labour  Council  and  Mr.  Twn 
Mann.  I  find  this  in  the  issue  of  the  Age 
ioc  the  2Sth  November,  1903— 

It  is  that  a  mischievous  organicatiou,  calling 
itself  a  political  labour  council,  nominated  bv 
self-seeking  parasites  of  the  labour  cause,  has 
captured  the  control  of  the  machine  and  foiled 
itself  into  the  leadership  of  the  scheme.  It  mar 
be,  of  course,  that  some  members  of  this  cou&ci'l 
have  indeed  become  the  disciples  of  anarchism 
which  cme  or  two  have  not  scrupled  to  avow.  We 
cannot  afford  to  forget  the  meeting  recentlT  held 
in  the  old  Trades-hall,  at  which  certain 
labour  leaders  gloried  in  comradeship  with  the 
foul  assassin  of  President  McKinley.  They 
apotheosize  the  man  who  sneaked  up  to  the  laic 
President  and  fired  a  revolver  bullet  into  his 
stomach;  and  they  called  upon  their  deluded 
followers  to  "Remember  our  comrades  who  died 
for  anarchy."  It  is  revolting  to  any  one  who 
cherishes  a  sense  of  decency  and  pride  in  the 
grand  old  name  of  liberalism  to  think  that  anv 
section  of  that  party — which  in  this  State  ha's 
eloried  in  the  leadership  of  a  Higinbotham.  a 
Berry,  and  a  Grant— can  have  left  the  fair 
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pastuiei  of  a  clean  progressive  creed  and  policy 
to  link  itself  with  political  leaders  who  uphold 
the  cowardly  doctrine  of  assassination. 

That  was  a  comment  on  a  section  of  the 
Labour  Party,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  it 
is  so  stringent  a^^  to  be  quite  unfair.    I  do 
not  believe  that  the  members  of  the  late 
Government  should  be  charged  with  sym- 
pathizing with  the  cowardly    attack  on 
Fresidrat  McKinley  in  any  shape  or  form. 
I  have  sufficioit  confidence  in  them  to  be- 
lieve that  they  would  reprobate  it  with  all 
their  hearts.   But  I  do  say  that  it  is  as  justi- 
fi^le  to  charge  the  Labour  Party  with 
sympathy  with  these  ideas,  as  it  is  to 
oideavour  to  foist  some  of  the  extrnme 
ideas  given  utterance  to  on  the  other  side 
on  the  present   Prime  Minister  and  his 
associates.    At  the  last  election  there  was 
a  free  interchange  of  opinion  on  this  ques- 
tiwi.    I  have  already  told  honorable  mem- 
bers what  the  honorable  members  for  Mel- 
bourne Ports  and  Bourke  thought  of  the 
labour  caucus  and  the  labour  pledge,  and 
any  honorable  member  who  has  a  few 
minutds  to  spare  may  turn  up  the  records 
of  the  Tocsin  newspaper  for  last  Novem- 
ber, to  find  some  very  interesting  reading, 
and  to  learn  how  thei  labour  organizations 
denounced  the  honorable  members  to  whom 
I  have  referred  as  trimmers  and  traitors 
who  sought  to  get  into  Parliament  by  cadg- 
ing votes,  that  they  might  sell  the  Labour 
Party  on  the  first  opportunity.    That  was 
the  opinion  then  held  of  those  gentlemen 
by  the  labour  organizations,  but  now  they 
come  together  in  a  close  embrace,  as  though 
they  were  long-lost  brothers,  who  had  met 
again — while  each  one  is  feeling  to  see  that 
his  knife  is  loose,  in  case  of  acddents.  We 
have  been  told  that  an  alliance  has  been 
completed  between  the  Liberal  Protection- 
ist Party  and  the  Labour  Party,  and  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  the  alliance  have 
been    published.    The   one    thing  which 
appears  in  th^  forefront  of  the  terms  of 
alliance  is  the  evidence  that  it  is  based  upon 
a    shameless   and   open   departure  ,  from 
pledges  given  by  honorable  members  at  the 
last  election.     If  there  was  one  definite 
question  at  the  last  election,  it  was  that 
there  should  be  a  fiscal  peace.    The  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Ballarat,  who 
was  then  Prime  Minister,  stood  for  fiscal 
peace,  and  asked  that  the  Tariff  should  not 
be  disturbed  during  the  currency  of  the 
present  Parliament.  I  followed  one  of  the 
staundiest  free-traders  who  ever  sat  in  this 
or   in   any  other   Parliament,   and  who 
voted  f<w  every  free-trade  motion,  and  I 


agr^d  with  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat  in  his  claim,  duiiug 
the  election  campaign,  th.at  the  present  Avas 
not  the  time  at  which  to  re-open  the  Tariff 
question,  the  people  of  Australia  being 
sick  and  tired  of  it.  I  therefore  took 
up  the  position  of  supporting  fiscal  peace, 
and  I  pledged  myself  to  resist  any  attempt 
to  reopen  the  tariff  during  this  Parliament, 
even  though  the  pledge  might  force  me  to 
vote  against  my  esteemed  leader  the  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney.  I 
propose  to  adhere  to  that  position  now,  be- 
cause I  believe  that  a  man  who  gives  a  de- 
finite pledge  of  that  kind  should  adhere  to  it. 

Mr.  Reid. — In  common  honesty,  I  should 
think. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.  —  Common  honesty 
and  CMnmon  decency  demand  it.  In  order 
that  there  may  be  no  misunderstanding  as 
to  the  real  question  submitted  to  the  elec- 
tors at  the  last  elections,  I  refer  honorable 
members  to  what  the  Age  newspaper  bad  to 
say  on  the  subject.  I  find  in  the  issue 
for  November  23,  1903,  the  following  re- 
marks in  an  article  on  the  Tariff  question  : — 

A  reasonable  public  opinion  recognises  that 
this  is  not  a  fitting  time  for  reopening  the  whole 
question,  juat  after  spending  some  seventeen 
months  in  dealing  witn  it.  Free-traders  need 
not  fear,  but  that  after  a  few  years,  during  which 
public  opinion  will  have  had  time  to  ripen,  pro- 
tectionists will  seek  to  do  for  Australia  what 
they  have  done  for  America,  Germany,  France, 
and  Russia.  .  .  .  Bnt  that  time  is  not  now. 
Public  opinion  claims  a  rest*  and  will  have  it. 
It  is  no  more  prepared  outside  Victoria  to  per- 
fect protection  than  it  is  to  return  to  free-trade. 
Protectionists  have  the  insight  to  perceive  this, 
free-traders  have  not,  and  they  arc  doing  to  the 
Commonwealth  the  disservice  of  forcing  a  bar- 
ren issue.  .  .  .  It  is  as  vital  to  the  protec- 
tionists to  gain  the  battle  for  fiscal  peace  as  it 
would  be  if  their  immediate  object  were  further 
protective  advances. 

Mr.  Reid. — Hear,  hear  j  and  now  that 
they  have  gained  it,  they  wish  to  stain  the 
white  flag. 

Mr.  Matjger. — Having  gained  it,  it  is 
ours  to  do  whal  we  like  with. 

Mr.  Reid. — To  do  what  honorable  mem- 
bers like  with  their  pledges?  That  is  the 
confidence  trick. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— On  the  27th  Novem- 
ber, the  Age  said — 

The  issue  which  will  decide  the  election  is  that 
of  Australian  trade  or  foreign  trade  :  Is  the 
Federal  Tariff  to  be  ripped  up  or  let  alone? 

On  the  30th  Novembeir  this  appeared — 

The  first  and  foremost  oecessitv  of  the  time 
is  a  truce  on  the  fiscal  question.  As  long  as  that 
struggle  goes  on  it  bars  the  way  to  any  progres- 
sive legislation  on  other  national  and  social  ques- 
tions    The  Opposition  proposal  for  a  new  strife 
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■over  the  Tariff  is  directly  opposed  to  the  Deakio 
policy  of  fiscal  peace  .  .  .  There  is  a  time 
to  draw  the  sword,  and  a  time  to  sheathe  it.  All 
the  interests  of  trade,  and  induiitTial  develop, 
ment  demand  for  the  present  a  cessation  of  fiscal 
hostility. 

That  was  the  view  held  by  the  A^e  news- 
paper. 

Mr.  Maugeb. — Ves,  twelve  months  ago. 

Mr.  Reid. — That  accounts  for  it. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— The  issue  which  the 
honorable  and  learned  jnember  for  Ballarat 
put  before  the  electors  was  the  issue  of  fis- 
cal peace,  and  the  4ionorabIe  and  learned 
Kentleman  bound  his  party,  so  far  as  a 
leader  can  bind  a  party,  to  that 
platform.  Though  I  differed  from  the 
honorable  and  learned  gentleman  on  nearly 
every  other  point,  I  agreed  with  hipi  that  it 
was  not  desirable  that  the  Tariff  should  be 
again  ripped  up  during  the  currency  of  this 
Parliament.  That  policy  was  indorsed  by 
all  sections  of  the  community.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Bland,  when  this  House 
met  made  the  same  kind  of  statement  On 
4th  MaJ^h,  1904,  I  find  he  is  reported  on 
page  147  of  Hansard,  to  have  said — 

There  is  another  feature  of  the  elections  to 
which  I  should  tike  to  refer,  namely,  the  fiscal 
question.  I  share  the  feeling  of  gratificatifin 
which  has  been  expressed  by  the  Prime  Minister, 
that  with  the  last  election,  the  issue,  as  between 
freetrade  and  protection,  has  disappeared  for 
some  time  to  come. 

That  was  the  definite  platform  of  the 
Labour  Party  and  of  the  Deakin  party. 
Honorable  members  may  recollect,  as  I  do 
clearly,  t4ie  account  of  an  interview  between 
the  honorable  member  for  Bland  and  the 
press  soon  after  the  present  Prime  Minis- 
ter made  a  speech  in  Melbourne  advocat- 
ing the  reopening  of  the  Tariff.  When 
the  honorable  member  for  Bland  was 
interviewed  on  the  subject,  he  said 
that  he  was  very  much  disappointed 
that  the  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney  should  be  trying  to 
revive  the  Tariff  question,  t)ecause  be 
thought  it  ought  to  be  sunk  tmtil  the  end 
of  the  period  fixed  by  the  Braddon  clause. 
That  was  the  position  which  the  parties 
opposite  took  up  then,  and  it  is,  therefore, 
clear  that  the  new  alliance  is  based  upon  a 
shameless  and  open  disregard  of  those 
pledges.  The  alliance  has  been  formed, 
we  are  told,  for  the  purpose  of  reviving  the 
Tariff  issue,  which  honorable  gentlemien 
forming  the  alliance  definitely  pledged  them- 
selves to  sink  during  the  life-time  of  the  pre- 
sent Parliament.  It  will  be  a  matter  of  inter- 
est to  us,  who  gave  definite  pledges  not  to 


re-open  the  Tariff,  to  see  how  those  staunch 
free-traders,  like  my  honorable  friend  the 
ex- Postmaster -General,  and  the  hooorable 
members  for  Maranoa,  Perth,  Canobolas, 
Barrier,  and  others  will  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion. Is  it  true  that  they  have  sold  tbon- 
selves  body  and  boots  to  the  new  alliance? 

Mr.  Reid. — No  fear,  they  are  too  staancii 
on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Do  not  indulge  any  hope 
in  that  quarter. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— If  the  hoDocable 
member  for  Coolgardie  were  to  go  over  oo 
a  question  of  that  kind,  I  do  not  know  any- 
body in  the  world  whose  steadfastness  I 
could  trust  on  this  or  any  other  question. 
But  the  honorab.le  member  for  Melbowne 
Ports  also  took  up  the  same  attitude.  He 
■was  also  a  fiscal  peace  man  at  the  last  elec- 
tion. He  is  reported  in  the  Age  news- 
paper  of  24th  November,  1903,  to  have 
said — - 

The  Tariff  was  by  no  means  satisfactory  to 
protectionists.     He  had  no  intention,  however, 
•of  reopening  the  fiscal  question. 

Mr.  Chapman.— Who  said  that  ? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— Mr.  Samuel  Mauger, 
the  honorable  member  foe  Melboome 
Ports. 

Mr.  Reid. — No,  a  brother ;  not  "  66 
Bourke-street,"  surely  ? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber went  on  to  say- 
More  was  to  be  gained  at  present  by  fiscal  rest 
than  by  resurrecting  the  Tariff. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Quite  right,  that  was 
twelve  months  aga 

Mr.  Reid. — The  honorable  member  is  a 
regular  body  snatcher  now. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— The  honorable  mem- 
Ijer  for  Bourke,  who,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  has 
flinched  from  my  castigation  and  run  out 
of  the  chamb^,  said  much  the  same  thing. 
He  is  reported  by  the  Age  of  12th  Novem- 
ber, 1903,  to  have  sau] — 

He  would  support  the  Government  u  regards 
the  maintenance  of  the  present  fiscal  prntectioo 

and  fiscal  peace. 

So  that  those  two  honorable  members,  who 
are  now  battling  to  resurrect  the  Tariff  issue 
were  definitely  pledged,  so  far  as  words  can 
be  definite,  to  prevent  any  reopening  of  the 
Tariff  question  during  the  preset  Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr.  AfAUGER. — No,  I  did  not  say  a  word 
about  the  present  Parliament 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— It  is  extraordinarv 
that  honorable  members  who  gave  a  pled^ 
of  that  kind  should  have  the  effrontc^  now 
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to  advocate  the  reopening  of  the  Tariff  ques- 
tion. I  have  shown  that  the  alliance  exist- 
ing between  the  extraordinary  elements  of 
the  present  Opposition  is  based  upon  a 
shameless  disregard  of  pledges,  and  an 
open  breach  of  faith  with  the  public  of  Aus- 
tralia. We  should  look  at  the  agreement 
which  has  been  come  to  to  see  what  are 
the  OHiditions  of  the  alliance.  They  are 
very  amusing,  and  to  those  honorable  mem- 
bers who  are  asked  to  contribute  5  per  cent, 
of  their  salaries,  they  should  be  very  inter- 
esting also.  Article  3  of  the  conditions 
reads  in  this  way — 

Each  party  to  use  its  ia&uence  iadivi dually  and 
collectively  with  its  organizations  and  supporters 
to  secure  support  for  and  immunity  from  op< 
position  to  members  of  the  other  party  during  the 
currency  of  the  alliance. 

The  honorable  and  learned  members  for 
Melbourne  Ports  and  Bourke  will  not  be 
assailed  from  the  Labour  side.  They  will 
not  be  asked  to  sign  a  pledge,  or  to  hand 
over  5  per  cent,  of  their  salaries  to  assist 
the  Labour  cause.  For  this  Farliamoit 
and  the  next  their  positions  will  be  safe 
from  Labour  attacks,  and  no  levy  will  be 
made  upon  their  purses  so  long  as  the  alli- 
ance continues. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Does  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  say  that  any  section  of  the 
Labour  Party  pays  5  per  cent,  of  its  salary 
to  support  the  Labour  cause? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  quoted  the  re- 
marks made  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Bourke  at  the  last  election,  when,  I 
believe,  the  hcHiorable  member  was  absent 
from  the  chamber.  At  any  rate,  the  pru- 
positicKi  was  made  that  every  member  of 
the  party  in  the  Federal  Parliamoit  should 
contribute  5  per  cent,  of  his  salary  to  assist 
the  Labour  cause. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  guarantee  that  it  was  not 
approved  of. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  am  informed  that 
it  was. 

Mr.  Wilson. — It  was  at  the  time;  but 
it  has  since  been  withdrawn. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— It  is  stated  in  the 
articles  of  alliance  that  the  Arbitration  Bill 
is  to  be  put  through  as  nearlv  as  possible 
as  originally  introduced ;  but  that  members 
are  at  liberty  to  adhere  to  votes  already 
given.  What  does  that  mean?  Honor- 
able members  will  recollect  that  on  the  very 
first  division  after  the  Watson  Government 
took  office  an  amendment  was  carried,  on 
my  motion,  excepting  farming  and  rural 
iinlustries  generally  from  the  operation  of 


the  Bill.  The  present  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition then  stated  that  he  would  use  all  his 
efforts  and  influence  to  defeat  that  amend- 
ment, and  that  he  and  his  party  would  do 
their  best  to  bring  those  industries  under 
the  Bill.  Is  it  the  intention  of  the  alliance 
to  go  back  on  that  vote,  or  are  honorable 
members  c^posite  to  have  freedom  of 
action  on  so  important  a  questicm?  If  the 
combination  is  successful,  and  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Indi  is  a'ble 
to  oust  the  b(Mx>rable  and  learned  member 
for  Northern  Melbourne,  how  will  he  vote 
on  the  question  ?  He  was  one  of  those  who 
originally  voted  to  exclude  the  fanning  in- 
dustries from  the  operation  of  the  Bill. 
The  honorable  member  for  Hume  voted  in 
the  same  way.  The  first  vote  which  he 
gave  after  the  Watson  Government  came 
into  power  was  against  the  application  of 
the  Bill  to  the  fanning  industries.  What 
does  he  propose  to  do  in  the  future? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  shall  do  as  I 
did  before^ 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  am  very  pleased 
to  hear  it,  and  to  notice  that  my  honorable 
friends  are  not  unanimous  on  this  import- 
ant point.  We  are  told,  however,  that  in 
another  place  there  are  fourteen  pledged 
labour  members.  If  they  insist  cm  apply- 
ing the  Bill  to  the  farming  industries,  will 
the  members  of  the  Opposition  in  this 
chamber  accept  this  amendment?  That  is 
a  point  upon  which  the  people  in  the  coun- 
try desire  enligbtemnrat.  When  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Bland  made  his  Minis- 
terial statement  some  four  or  five  mmths 
ago,  he  told  us  that  his  policy  included 
the  Government  manufacture  of  tobacoa 
The  making  of  provision  for  such  a  step 
was  part  of  his  programme  for  the  session 
of  next  year ;  but,  on  locking  at  the  plat 
form  of  the  alliance,  I  find  that  paragraph 
10  reads  as  follows: — 

Tobacco  monopoly.  Af^intment  of  the  present 
Select  Committee  as  a  Royal  Commission,  with 
addition  of  members  from  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament. 

I  wish  to  know  if  the  united  Opposition  is 
in  favour  of  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
tobacco  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  Mauger.— That  will  depend  upon 
the  report  of  thd  Royal  Commission. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— The  Labour  Party 
are  definitely  pledged  in  the  matter.  What 
then  will  become  of  the  joints  in  ihe  Labour 
tail?  Are  they  going  to  wag  the  dog,  or 
will  the  dog  wag  the  tail?  I  should  like 
to  know  how  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Indi  is  gcung  to  vote  on  the 
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question,  and  a  great  many  others  would 
also  like  a  definite  pionouncement  from 
him  on  the  subject.  In  the  last  Parlia- 
ment the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Corio  would  work  himself  up  into 
paroxvsms  of  indignation  whenever  men- 
tion was  made  of  the  Government  taking 
over  a  manufacture,  and  the  proposal  to 
establish  a  Government  clothing  factory 
nearly  drove  him  out  of  his  senses.  I 
should  like  to  know  therefore  whether  he 
will  vote  for  the  Government  manufacture 
of  tobacco.  This  question  is  a  very  vita! 
one,  because  the  attitude  of  the  alliance 
in  regard  to  it  will  show  to  what  extent 
the  Socialism  of  the  Labour  Party  is  to 
be  adopted  by  it.  Are  the  members  of 
the  alliance  ready  to  vote  for  the  manu- 
facture of  articles  in  every  case  where  a 
monopoly  might  be  created  under  private 
enterprise  ? 

Mr.  Mahon. — Will  not  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  gi\'e  us  his  \\evis  on 
the  single  tax  question? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  am  at  present  giv- 
ing mv  views  on  the  Ministerial  statement, 
and  the  programme  of  the  Opposition.  If 
my  honorable  friend  wishes  to  hear  me  on 
another  matter,  I  shall  be  prepared  to  give 
him  my  opinions  in  regard  to  it  at  some 
other  time.  I  wish  to  know  what  is  to  be 
the  attitude  of  the  alliance  in  regard  to 
the  Iron  Bonus  Bill.  Their  platform  in 
regard  to  it  is  as  follows: — 

Inm  Bonus  Bill. — Every  member  to  have  free- 
dom of  fiction  ns  to  metnod  of  control. 

Does  that  mean  that  the  whole  party  is 
pledged  to  the  granting  of  bonuses  for  the 
manufacture  pf  iron?  If  so.  a  number  of 
the  members  of  the  Opposition  are  going 
back  upon  their  written  opinions.  I  have 
before  me  the  report  of  the  Iron  Bonus 
Commission,  which  was  piesented  to  His 
Excellency  the  Governor-General  in  March 
last,  and  was  signed  by,  amongst  others, 
the  ex-Prime  Minister,  and  the  ex-Minis- 
ter  of  External  Affairs.  Both  of  those 
gentlemen  signed  a  report  which  pronounces 
in  the  most  vigorous  terms  against  the 
granting  of  a  bonus  for  the  manufacture 
of  iron.  Are  they  going  back  on  th«r 
opinions?  Are  they  to  have  a  free  hand 
only  in  determining  who  is  to  get  the  spoil, 
or  are  they  going  to  adhere  to  their  pledges 
in  the  matter?  The  decision  of  the  al- 
liance on  this  question  will  throw  further 
light  upon  their  attitude  in  regard  to  State 
Socialism.  Caustic  reference  was  made  last 
night  bv  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Indi   to  the  question  of  preferential 


trade.    He  asked  what  was  the  aRitude  of 

the  Government  in  regard  to  it,  and  stated 
that  he  would  oppose  any  proposal  which 
was  not  based  on  protectionist  lines.  But  on 
looking  at  the  programme,  all  I  can  find 
is,  that  preferential  trade  is  to  be  discussed 
by  the  two  parties  at  an  early  date.  Pux 
to  the  last  general  elections,  the  hoiwrable 
and  learned  member  for  Ballarat  took  up 
a  definite  attitude  on  this  question,  and  I 
supported  him  in  regard  to  it  He  stated 
that  we  must  wait  for  a  request  fran  the 
British  Government  before  taking  axiioru 
and  the  Age  in  a  leading  article  published 
on  the  30th  October  last,  after  the  speech  of 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bal- 
larat, outlining  the  policy  of  his  Govern- 
ment, said — 

If  the  time  for  negotiations  ever  arrives  in  con- 
sequence of  Great  Britain  accepting  the  new 
policy,  then  will  be  the  occasion  for  saying  in 
what  particulars  our  TariR  shall  be  modified  in 

favour  of  England  Mr.  Denktn's 

preferential  policy  is  crystallized  in  a  tenttaee. 
"Great  Britain  must  make  the  fint  more." 

That  was  the  policy  of  the  Deakin  Govern- 
ment, and  I  imderstand  that  it  is  the  po!ic>- 
of  the  present  Government.  When  Great 
Britain  makes  a  move,  the  House  will  be 
given  an  opportunity  to  discuss  the  matter, 
and  honorable  members  can  then  express 
their  views  on  the  question.  The  attitufie 
taken  up  by  the  honorable  member  fnr 
Bland,  when  speaking  on  the  motion  for 
the  Address-in-Reply,  was  that  the  Tariff 
should  not  be  re-opened  under  any  circum- 
stances. "  unless  proposals  first  oooie  firm 
the  mother  country."  There  are  three  m 
four  points  upon  which  we  require  infomu- 
tion.  We  want  to  know  to  what  extent  the 
Socialism  of  the  Labour  Party  is  adopted 
by  those  allied  with  it.  Have  the  stra^Iers 
from  the  Protectionist  Party,  who  are  ally- 
ing themselves  with  the  Labour  Part) . 
swallowed  its  socialistic  principles,  or  ha\e 
honorable  members  of  the  Labour  Party  ab- 
andoned their  principles  to  please  the  str^- 
glers  from  the  Protectionist  Party?  Al- 
though the  platform  of  the  alliance  contains 
about  seventeen  paragraphs,  and  deals  with 
nearly  every  phase  of  legislation  likely  to 
be  discussed  during  the  next  ten  years.  f» 
reference  is  made  to  the  proposal  put  for- 
ward bv  the  honorable  member  for  Bland  to 
take  ^8,000,000  of  the  gold  in  the  reserves 
of  the  banks,  and  substitute  for  it  the  I.O.t*. 
of  the  Commonwealth  Government  No  re- 
ference is  made  to  the  banking  poIic>-  of 
the  Labour  Party,  a  policy  of  de- 
liberate theft  from  the  banks.  Have 
the  liberal  malcontents  succeeded  in  getting 
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the  Labour  Party  to  drop  that  proposal,  or 
is  it  to  be  brought  forward  again  later? 
It  would  be  a  matter  of  interest  to  us>  and 
to  the  whole  country,  to  know  whether  the 
Labour  Party  and  members  of  the  Oppo- 
sition generally  intend  to  institute  a  system 
of  spoliation  of  the  banks  the  moment  that 
they  have  a  sufficient  majority  at  their  back. 
Whatever  incongruity  there  may  be  about 
the  coalition  of  honorable  members  upon 
this  side  of  the  House— and  I  do  not  deny 
that  differences  of  opinion  exist  upon  vital 
questions — there  is  still  more  incongruity 
to  be  foimd  in  the  combination  upon  the 
Opposition  benches.  Many  honorable 
members^  who  previously  stated  that  the 
Political  Labour  Council  is  a  perfect  fraud, 
and  who  refused  to  surrender  their  liberties 
by  allying  themselves  with  the  Labour 
Party,  are  now  prepared  to  work  with 
them.  I  do  not  think  that  any  sacrifice 
of  principles  has  been  made  by  honorable 
members  on  this  side,  to  compare  with  the 
abandonment  of  policy  of  which  some  hon- 
orable members  opposite  have  been  guilty- 
It  will  be  interesting  to  watch  how  the  pre- 
sent *c(mbinati<Hi  upon  the  Opposition 
bendws  wor^  and  what  strength  the  re- 
spective parties  will  be  able  to  exert  When 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  approached 
the  Protectionist  Party  with  a  view  to  effect 
a  coalition,  he  offered  to  distribute  port- 
folios in  the  Ministry  in  accordance  with 
the  number  of  members  who  allied  them- 
selves with  the  Labour  Party.  I  should 
like  to  know  if  the  same  principle  is  to  be 
followed  in  connexion  with  the  present  com- 
bination. Is  one  portfolio  or  more  to  be 
gi\-en  to  members  outnde  the  caucus,  or 
are  they  to  be  equal  in  all  things  ?  Not  the 
least  amusing  development  to  which  we 
shall  look  forward  is  the  Homeric  strugele 
which  is  bound  to  take  place  between  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Indi 
and  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Xorthern  Melbourne,  as  to  who  is  to  oc- 
cupy the  position  of  legal  adviser  to  the 
Government.  Is  it  to  be  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  who  has  drafted  amend- 
ments in  the  Ministerial  room,  or  the 
bridge- builder  who  has  drafted  amend- 
ments to  save  the  Government  in  this  Cham- 
ber ?  THe  struggle  between  tfiese  two  honor- 
able and  learned  members  will  be  watched 
with  the  greatest  amusement  and  the  great- 
est zest.  An  honorable  member  has  just 
placed  in  my  hands  an  extract  from  a 
speech  delivered  bv  the  honorable  member 
for  Hume  upon  the  15th  March,  1904. 


He  is  reported  at  page  535  of  Hansard 
as  having  said — 

The  GovemmeDt  do  not  propose  to  raise  the 
fiscal  issue,  but  I  intend  to  maintain  my  prin- 
ciples. At  the  same  time,  X  ihall  adhere  to  the 
statemeot  of  the  Prime  Minister  that  fiscal 
peace  is' to  be  preserved. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  am  very  glad  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  disinterring  that 
statement  of  an  honorable  member  who. 
until  a  few  days  ago,  was  the  leader  of 
the  malcontent  Liberals,  and  who  has  now 
given  place  to  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  IndL  I  am  glad  that  an  al- 
liance has  been  formed  between  the  two  par- 
ties sitting  in  Opposition,  because  their  com. 
binaticHi  will  tend  to  clear  the  political  at< 
mospbere.  It  will  show  the  country  that 
there  are  a  number  of  honorable  members 
who  are  quite  prepared  to  play  the  part  of 
the  tail  of  the  Labour  Party — the  tail  of 
the  caucus  andi  socialistic  party.  We  know 
now  that  we  are  fighting  a  party  wedded  to 
the  system  of  machine  politics,  and  to  the 
methods  of  militant  Socialism.  If  the 
threats  that  the  Opposition  will  obstruct 
the  business  of  the  House  to  the  best  of 
their  ability  are  carried  out,  I  hope  the 
Prime  Minister  will  adopt  a  courageous  at- 
titude, and  place  a  distinct,  issue  before  the 
electors  at  once,  so  that  the  responsibility 
for  the  present  political  upset  may  be  laid 
upon  the  right  shoulders,  namely,  upon  the 
shoulders  of  those  who  are  wantonly  ob- 
structing pifolic  business.  We  do  not  fear 
to  face  the  electors  upon  the  issue  of  free 
versus  machine  politics,  but  I  know  that 
many  honorable  members  opposite  are  pray- 
ing night  and  day  that  a  dissolution  may  be 
a  long  wav  off. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume).— The 
honorable  and  learned  member  who  has 
just  resumed  his  seat  has  had  a  great  deal 
to  say  about  the  head  and  the  tail  of  the 
Liberal  Party,  but  I  think  I  might  very  well 
ask  the  honorable  and  learned  member  to 
tell  me  which  is  the  head  and  which  is  the 
tail  of  the  Government  Party?  At  pre- 
sent it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  which  side  is 
uppermost.  The  present  situation  is 
unique,  and  it  behoves  every  honorable 
member  to  do  his  best  to  place  the  respon- 
sibility for  this  extraordinary  condition  of 
affairs  upon  the  right  shoulders.  When 
the  first  Commonwealth  election  was  held, 
a  vigorous  fight  was  carried  on  throughout 
Australia — at  any  rate,  in  New  South  Wales 
— upon  the  fiscal  question.  Although  a  ma- 
jority of  protectionists  were  returned  to  the 
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House,  swne  of  the  members  of  the  party 
did  not,  to  my  mind,  support  protectionist 
principles  in  connexion  with  the  framing  of 
the  Tariff  so  strongly  as  might  have  been 
expected.  The  Free-trade  Party  adopted 
obstructive  tactics,  and  very  largely  contri- 
buted to  make  the  Tariff  what  it  is.  and 
what  it  should  not  be.  Up(Hi  the  orcasion 
of  the  last  election,  the  cry  was  raised  by 
the  Prime  Minister  that  there  should  be  no 
fiscal  peace,  and  that  the  free-traders  should 
fight  for  their  own  cause,  in  order  to  re- 
move from  the  Tariff  its  protectionist  ele- 
ments. It  is  astonishing  that,  after  having 
sustained  a  great  defeat  on  the  fiscal 
issue,  the  right  honorable  gentleman  should 
be  embraced  by  his  political  opponents, 
and  permitted  to  enjoy  those  fruits  of  vic- 
tory to  which  he  is  not  entitled.  When  the 
riglit  hcnwrable  gentleman  was  vigorously 
opposing  me  in  my  eletitorate,  he 
said  that  he  would  ask  his  con- 
stituents to  return  him  for  this 
occasion  only.  He  stated  further  that, 
whether  by  the  result  of  the  elections  he 
was  on  the  top  or  not,  he  would  not  remain 
in  public  life  beyond  the  life  of  this  Par- 
liament. After  being  defeated  upon  the 
fiscal  issue,  he  comes  to  this  House,  and  by 
disgraceful  intrigues  and  machinatitxis, 
succeeds  in  usurping  the  position  which  he 
has  no  right  to  hold. 

Mr.  Kellv. — ^That   is   really  wicked. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — ^Terrible. 

Sir  WILLIAHf  LYNE.  —  Honorable 
members  may  make  light  of  the  situation. 
The  little  man  frcmi  Wentworth  has  more 
assertiveness  than  anything  else,  and  is 
continually  interjecting  silly  remarks. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.—Order.  Personal  re- 
marks  with  regard  to  an  honorable  mem- 
ber's stature  are  not  in  order,  and  I  must 
ask  the  honorable  member  not  to  continue 
in  that  strain. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  was  merely 
speaking  of  the  littleness  of  the  honorable 
member's  interjections.  It  is  not  right 
that  the  arch-enemy  of  the  protectionist 
cause  should  hold  the  position  of  Prime 
Minister  of  the  Commonwealth  in  a  pro- 
tecticaiist  Parliament.  How  did  he  achieve 
that  position  ?  In  the  first  place  he  intrigued 
afi;ainst  the  Deakin  Government  in  a  manner 
that  was  not  reputable  to  himself,  or  to 
his  followers.  He  publicly  told  his  sup- 
porters to  vote  against  that  Government, 
whilst  he  saved  his  political  skin  by  voting 
with  them  on  the  question  of  including 
public  servants  witlun  the  scope  of  the 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill. 


Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — Can  the  honwable 
member  show  that  the  Prime  Minister  made 
the  statement  he  has  referred  to? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes,  I  read 
t4ie  st^ement  in  the  public  press.  He 
said  that  he  would  vote  with  the  Govem- 
ment,  but  that  he  was  not  going  to  bind  his 
followers  to  adopt  the  same  course;  they 
could  vote  against  the  Govemment  if  cb^ 
felt  so  disposed. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — That  is  very  differ- 
ent from  what  the  honorable  member 
stated. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Two  honorable 
members  stated  that  they  voted  against 
their  consciences  simply  with  a  view  to 
destroy  the  Govemment. 

An  Honorable  Member. — There  -wen 
more  than  two  wlio  did  that. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— There  may 
have  been  a  large  number,  but  I  heard  two 
make  that  declarati<»i.  These  were  some 
of  the  tricks  which  the  Prime  Minister 
adopted  to  eject  the  Deakin  Ministry  from 
o&ce.  The  late  Govemment  did  not  de- 
sire oSice.  From  the  first,  it  was  subjected 
to  unfair  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the 
Prime  Minister.  The  present  Postmaster- 
General  also  was  intriguing  against  it  all 
the  time. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — ^The  hoDOTable 
member  endeavoured  to  secure  my  seat  upon 
the  direct  Opposition  benches 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Minister 
is  not  stating  what  is  correct.  I  may 
have  sat  in  his  seat  for  a  few  minutes,  but 
I  have  never  been  in  direct  Opposition  to 
the  late  Govemment.  The  Deakin  Go- 
vernment never  received  fair  play  at  the 
hands  of  the  Opposittcm,  and  the  Tariff^ 
would  have  been  very  much  worse  had  it 
not  been  for  the  support  given  to  the  Bar- 
ton  Government  by  the  L^khxt  Party. 

Mr.  McCay. — By  the  protectionist  mem- 
bers of  the  Labour  Party. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  Yes,  of 
course.  Seventy-five  per  cent  of  the 
members  of  that  party  are  protectionists, 
and  they  constituted  our  main  support  in 
passing  the  Tariff. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^Why  should  they 
not  have  supported  the  carrying  out  of  die 
policy  of  which  they  approved  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  say 
that  they  should*  not  have  done  so ;  but  the 
free-traders  and  some  of  the  right  honor- 
able member's  bosom  friends,  wtram  he  has 
been  intriguing  to  bring  into  power,  did  not 
give  us  any  assistance. 
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Sir  John  Forrest.— I  have  never  in- 
trigued. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— There  is  no 
greater  intriguer  or  underground  engineer 
in  Australia  than  is  the  right  honorid)le 
member,  I  was  deceived  for  a  time  as  to 
his  capacity  in  that  direction,  but  the  scales 
have  been  removed  from  my  eyes.  There  is 
a  belief  on  the  part  of  some  honorable  mem- 
bers that  I  occasionally  resort  to  intrigue. 
Such  a  supposition  is  entirely  a  mistake. 

Mr.  Sydney  Suzth. — ^The  honorable 
member  is  a  pretty  good  hand  at  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— And  the  honor- 
able member  is  a  little  better. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — I  do  not  think  sa 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  was  manifest 
when  the  Deakin  Government  were  defeated 
that  there  was  no  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
Labour  Party  that  they  sliould  be  so  de> 
feated.  The  party  did  not  wish  to  take  the 
place  of  the  Deakin  Government,  and  I 
know  from  statements  made  by  many  indi- 
vidual members  of  it  that  they  had  no  desire 
to  put  that  Government  out  of  office.  The 
Labour  Party  went  to  the  country  as  ad- 
vocates of  the  extension  of  the  Concilia- 
tion and  Arbitration  Bill  to  the  States 
railway  servants.  They  were  to  a  large 
extent  returned  on  that  issue,  and  were, 
therefore,  perfectly  justified  in  the  course 
which  they  adopted  in  regard  to  the  clause 
in  the  Bill  dealing  with  that  question.  Had 
they  not  adhered  to  the  principle  on  which 
they  were  mainly  returned,  they  would  not 
have  been  wwthy  of  the  position  which  they 
occupied.  They  stood  by  that  princiole, 
and  the  Deakin  Government  were  turned 
out  of  office — not  by  the  Labour  Partv,  I  ut 
through  the  agency  of  the  Ie::der  or  the 
present  Government 

Mr.  Salmon. — Does  the  hcMiorable  mem- 
ber think  that  an  honorable  member  should 
keep  his  election  pledges? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  know  that 
the  hcmorable  member  does  not  keep  them. 

Mr.  Salmon. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  honorable  member  for  Hume,  mistak- 
ing an  interjecticHi  whSch  I  made,  has 
changed  me  with  having  failed  to  keep  elec- 
tion pledges.  I  think  that  such  ccHiduct 
would  be  unworthy  of  an  hcmorable  mem- 
ber, and  I  therefore  ask,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
the  bcNiorable  member  be  called  upon  either 
to  prove  his  chaw  or  to  withdraw  it. 

Sir  William  Lynb.  —  I  scarcely  think 
tfiat  the  pant  of  <wder  is  a  good  cme.  The 
honorable  member  made  an  interjection,  and 
I  simply  replied  to  it 


Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  If  the  honorable 
member  desires  a  statement  to  be  with- 
drawn he  is  entitled  to  have  his  request 
OHnplied  with. 

Mr.  Salmon.  —  I  wish  the  honorable 
member  to  prove  his  statement  or  tu  with- 
draw it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  Mr.  Speaker 
says  that  that  statement  must  be  withdrawn 
I  shall  withdraw  it.  I  may  say  that  I 
have  closely  watched  the  hcxiorable  memt)er 
for  Laanecoorie's  political  career  for  some 
little  time  past.  It  had  been  so  circuitous 
that  I  desired  to  see  what  would  be  the  out- 
come of  it. 

Mr.  McCay. — If  it  were  circuitous,  it 
would  be  quite  natural  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  for  Laanecoorie  has  been  slightly 
wobbling.  I  tiave  referred  to  the  position 
of  the  Labour  Party,  because  I  think  that 
their  opposition  to  the  Deakin  Government 
has  be^  dealt  with  in  an  unfair  way.  The 
right  h(morable  member  for  Swan,  as  som 
as  he  went  into  opposition,  began  to  make 
vigorous  attacks  on  the  party.  It  was 
the  first  time  that  he  had  sat  in  opposition 
during  a  public  career  extending  over 
twenty-one  years.  He  informs  me  that  he 
never  had  a  contest  during  the  whole 
of  that  time,  and  having  held  office  for 
so  many  years,  I  think  he  might  very 
well  have  sat  quietly  for  a  little  time  in 
oppositicKi,  instead  of  attacking  the  Watson 
Government  as  he  did.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  his  attacks  should  have  been  made  not 
on  the  Labour  Party,  but  on  the  present 
Prime  Minister. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — My  complaint  was 
that  the  Watson  Government  had  not  a 
maioritv  behind  it 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  right  hon- 
orable member  made  an  all-round  attack  on 
t4ie  late  Government — an  attack  which,  I 
am  afraid,  was  due  to  some  soreness  on  his 
part. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  hope  not. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— I  may  be  wrong, 
but  that  was  the  impression  which  I  formed. 
After  beins:  in  office  for  twenty-CMie  years, 
the  right  honorable  member  should  have 
been  fairly  well  satisfied  to  remain  for  a 
time  in  opposition. 

Sir  ToMN  Forrest. — In  some  respects  it 
was  a  haonv  release  for  me. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— And  in  others 
it  was  not.  When  the  present  Prime  Minis- 
ter and  His  supporters  had  by  means  of 
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intrigue  secured  the  defeat  of  the  Deakin 
Government,  the  Governor-General  was  ad- 
vised to  send  for  the  honorable  member  for 
Bland — ^the  l^er  of  the  Labour  Party — 
and  the  present  Prime  &linister  began  to 
whine  like  a  school  boy,  because  the  Go- 
vern(tf-General  had  not  sent  for  him.  He 
even  went  so  far  as  to  accuse  His  Excel- 
lency of  having  taken  a  wrong  course.  He 
practically  charged  him  with  having  acted 
improperly.  I  was  surprised  to  hear 
the  right  honorable  member  say  in 
the  course  of  the  speech  made  by  him  a 
day  or  two  ago  that  if  anything  happened 
to  prevent  the  present  Government  carrying 
on  the  business  of  the  country,  he  would 
dictate  to  the  Governor-General  the  course 
to  be  taken  by  him.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
when  the  right  honorable  gentleman  called 
on  the  Governor  on  that  celebrated  Satur- 
day afternoon,  before  he  was  officially  sent 
for,  he  gave  His  Excellency  an  assurance 
that  he  could  carry  on  the  Government  of 
the  country,  although  he  must  have  known 
that  that  assurance  was  not  true. 
In  that  way  I  think  that  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  deliberately  misled  the  Governor- 
General,  and  when  he  says,  in  effect,  as  he 
did,  the  other  day,  that  he  is  going  to  set 
aside  the  discrrticxiaTy  powers  of  His  Ex- 
cellency, and  to  dg  certain  things  himself, 
I  think  he  assumes  a  power  that  is  beyond 
his  rights.  I  should  not  be  surprised,  how- 
ever, at  anything  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber attempts.  He  sought  on  one  occasion 
to  deal  in  the  same  way  with  the  Governor 
of  New  South  Wales,  but  was  well  snubbed 
for  his  pains.  He  was  told  to  mind  his 
own  business,  and  that  the  Governor  would 
look  after  his  own  affairs. 

Sir  John  Forbest. — I  had  nothing  to 
do  with  that,  so  that  the  honorable  member 
need  not  look  at  me  as  he  is  doing. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  right  hon- 
orable member  is  such  a  striking  figure  in 
the  House,  and  his  characteristics  are  so 
attractive  that  I  find  it  difficult  to  avoid 
turning  towards  him.  more  particularly  as 
the  Government  benches  are  practically  de-  j 
serted. 

Sir  JoiiN  Forrest. — Government  sup- 
porters ought  to  be  present. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  right  hon- 
orable member  for  East  Sydney  lost  no  time 
in  setting  to  work  to  get  rid  of  the  Watson 
Go\'«iiment.  I  should  like,  at  this  stage, 
to  quote  a  few  words  fnxn  a  speech  made 
by  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Ballarat,  which  will  live  in  history,  and 


will,  doubtless,  be  referred  to  on  many  oc- 
casions. I  refer  to  the  speech  in  which 
he  dealt  nith  the  attitude  which  the  Oppo- 
sition would  take  up  towards  the  Watson 
Government  I  must  say,  without  any  feel- 
ing of  warmth,  that,  unless  the  honoraUe 
and  learned  member  for  Ballarat  had  in- 
tended to  give  support  to  the  Watsoo  Go- 
vernment, he  should  not  have  reccmmended 
the  GovernOT-General  to  send  for  the  honor* 
able  member  for  Bland.  He  knew,  as 
well  as  did  any  one  in  this  Chamber,  that 
the  Labour  Party  in  itself  did  not  con- 
stitute a.  majority  of  the  House.  In  that 
respect  they  were  in  the  same  position  as 
the  Barton  Government  and  the  Deakin  Go- 
vernment, and  if  the  Governor-General  was 
to  be  guided  in  arriving  at  a  dedsim  by  the 
questi(xi  of  whether  the  Labour  Party  ooo- 
stituted  a  majority  of  the  House,  the  boo- 
orable  and  learned  member  should  not  have 
adWsed  him  to  said  for  the  honorable  mem 
ber  for  Bland,  unless  he  intended  to  extend 
some  measure  of  support  to  him.  Unless 
he  was  prepared  to  support  the  leader  of 
the  Labour  Party  he  was  leading  that  boo- 
orable  member  into  an  absolutely  false  posi- 
tion. What  did  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat  say  on  the  first  avail- 
able opportunity,  after  taking  up  his  posi- 
tion as  one  of  the  leadent  of  the  Opposi- 
tion? In  speaking  for  the  Opposition  be 
said — 

I  am  charged  to  extend  to  the  Gfrnnmat 
the  assurance  that  the  Oppositioo  propose  to 
extend  to  them  the  atmost  fair  play. 

That  was  the  first  statement  which  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  made  in  this 
House,  after  recommending  the  Governor- 
General  to  send  for  the  honorable  member 
for  Bland,  and  after  that  horKvable  mem- 
ber had  formed  a  Ministry.  Then  he 
went  on  to  say — 

The  lecret  history  of  Cabinets  is  not  written, 
or  to  be  written ;  but  once  in  my  life-time  I  made 
the  fatal  mistake — and  it  was  in  connexion  with 
a  State  coalition  Government — of  failing  to  in- 
sist on  the  acceptance  of  the  resignation  I  had 
tendered.  I  saw  plainly  enough  that  what  I 
I  believed  to  be  mistakes  in  policy  were  about  to 
be  made.  I  was  entirely  opposed  to  the  particu- 
lar policy  then  suggested,  but  allowed  myself 
to  be  persuaded  that  consideration  for  my  P*rty 
and  my  colleagues,  in  which  I  hope  I  have  nere'r 
failed,  demanded  that  I  should  sacrifice  my  own 
views  to  those  of  others.  I  did  sacrifice  my  own 
strong  views  to  those  of  others.  I  did  so  on  that 
occasion,  but  shall  not  do  so  again. 

Even  at  the  time  that  this  speech,  in 
which  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
admitted  that  he  had  made  a  mistake  in 
joining    a    Coalition    Government,  was 
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mad^  he  was  aldvising  his  colleagues  to 
join  a  coalition.  The  aUonpts  to  bring 
abont  such  coalition  were  for  some  time  un- 
availing,  because  it  ^ras  considered  to  be  a 
most  unholy  proposal.  The  final  result 
was  that  several  (k  his  colleagues  joined  the 
present  Prime  Minister.  I  regret  that  the 
Coalition  Government  was  ever  brought 
into  existence,  not  because  of  any  perscmal 
considerations,  but  because  of  my  regard 
for  the  Protectionist  Party,  and  for  those, 
calling  themselves  protectionists,  who  have 
given  themselves  away. 

Mr.  Deakin. — ^Thc  mistake  to  which  I 
refened  was  not  in  joining  a  coalition,  but 
in  agreeing  to  a  policy  to  which  I  strongly 
objected.  " 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  thought  that 
the  honorable  and  learned  m^ber  was  re- 
ferring to  the  fact  that  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Gillies-Deakin  Coalitiwi  Government. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  was. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— And  I  under- 
stood that  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber was  referring  to  that  Government 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  referred  to  the  mistake 
made  by  me,  not  in  jcnning  the  Coalition  Go- 
vernment in  questi(xi>  but  in  allowing  myself 
to  be  persuaded  to  remain  in  it  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  I  saw  that  what  I  believed  to 
be  mistakes  were  about  to  be  made. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  take  it  that 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  said,  in 
his  concluding  sentence,  that  he  made  a 
mistake  in  remaining  in  that  Coalition  Go- 
vernment, but  that  he  was  not  going  to 
make  another  mistake  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  Page. — The  honorable  and  learned 
member  will  yet  burst  up  the  present  Coa- 
lition Government. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  desire  to  say 
that,  although  I  have  considered  it  neces- 
sary to  make  these  quotati(xis  from  a  speech 
delivered  by  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat,  there  is  no  one  who 
holds  him  in  higher  estimation  than  I  do, 
and  that  I  trust  that  whatever  may*  be  our 
differences  in  political  life,  our  private 
friendship  will  always  ctHitinue. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Hear,  hear  I 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— In  another  part 
of  the  same  speech  the  honwable  and 
learned  member  said — 

I  think  that  we  mutt  all  agree  that  it  can  only 
be  maintained — 

That  is,  the  Watson  Government — 

even  temporarily,  by  that  honorable  granting 
of  fair  play,  to  which  I  have  already  alluded ; 
by  that  extension  of  consideration  from  one  side 
of  the  House  to  the  other,  which  enablei  us  to 
discharge  OUT  common  duties  to  the  public. 


Mr.  MoCay. — Does  the  hcmorable  mem- 
ber charge  the  hmorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  with  having  failed,  so  far 
as  he  was  personally  concerned,  to  carry 
out  that  promise? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  I  have  not 
made  any  charge  against  him.  I  have 
simply  made  one  or  two  quotations  from  his 
speech,  but  I  intend  to  show  that  the  es- 
sence of  the  promise  made  by  him  on  the 
occasi(Xi  in  question  was  not  carried  out.  I 
repeat  the  statement,  because  I  think  it  is 
necessary  that  it  should  be  emphasized  that 
the  Watson  Government,  after  being  placed 
in  power  as  the  result  of  the  action  of 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Ballarat,  should  have  received  a  greater 
measure  of  fair  .play  than  was  vouchsafed 
to  it  by  the  then  Opposition.  A  large 
section  of  the  community  comprising  the 
political  enemies  of  the  Labour  Party 
feel  keenly  that  it  did  not  get  fair  play 
owing  to  the  intrigues  of  honorable  mem- 
bers led  the  right  hoiorable  member  for 
East  Sydney. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — What  did  they  ex- 
pect? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— They  did  not 
expect  anything  from  the  right  honorable 
gentleman.    I  am  quite  sure  of  that. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Why  should  they ; 
they  turned  us  out? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— They  did  not 
turn  us  out.  I  have  shown  that  it 
was  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney,  and  not  the  Labour  Parfy,  who 
turned  us  out.  It  was,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  an  unwise  thing  for  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Ballarat  to  have 
made  the  question  of  the  inclusion  of  the 
railway  servants  in  the  Arbitration  and 
Conciliation  Bill  a  vital  one.  I  fancied 
that  I  had  felt  the  pulse  of  the  people;  I 
knew  my  own  feeling  on  the  subject,  and 
I  told  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Ballarat  at  the  time,  that  if  he  did  not 
include  the  railway  servants  some  other  Go- 
vernment would,  and  that  the  Conciliation 
and  Arbitration  Bill  would  never  pass  this 
House  without  their  inclusion. 

Mr.  Spence.  —  And  now  honorable 
members  opposite  have  swallowed  the  in- 
clusion of  the  railnray  servants. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  admit  that 
it '  was  a  high  minded  course  to 
adopt,  but  in  my  opinicm  it  was  Quixotic 
to  make  a  stand  as  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat  did.  With 
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regard  to  the  action  of  the  combined  Op- 
position, or  a  portion  of  the  com- 
bined Opposition  to  the  Watson  Go- 
vernment, I  feel  that  the  statement  made  by 
the  Prime  Minister,  to  the  effect  that  the 
battle  ground  was  selected  by  the  leader 
of  the  Wats(»i  Government,  is  absolutely  in- 
correct. I  may  tell  honorable  members 
that,  knowing  the  right  honorable  member 
for  East  Sydney  as  I  do,  I  should  not 
have  been  caught  in  the  trap — ^because  un- 
questionably a  trap  was  laid  for  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Bland-  I  heard  the 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney, 
in  an  insinuating  question  across  the  table, 
lay  the  trap,  when  the  honorable  member 
for  Bland  said  that  if  clause  48  of  the 
Conciliation  and  ArbitraticHi  Bill  were 
amended  as  proposed,  he  would  take  it  as 
a  vital  questum. 

Mr-  McWiLLiAKS. — Was  not  that  select- 
ing the  battle  ground  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No;  that  was  a 
selection  of  the  clause  and  not  of  the  mo- 
tion for  its  recommittal,  there  is  a  vast 
difference  between  the  two  positions.  The 
division  on  the  amendment,  proposed  by  the 
hcmorable  and  learned  member  for  Corin- 
ella,  was  taken  at  a  late  hour  of  the  even- 
ing, and  the  amoidment  was  not  debated. 
I  am  aware  that  some  hcmorable  members 
who  voted  for  the  amendm«it  regretted 
that  they  had  given  such  a  'vote,  when  they 
came  to  understand  what  it  was.  The 
honorable  member  for  Bland  desired  that 
we  should  go  back  again  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  clause  with  a  view  to  its  furth-?r 
discussion,  and  to  the  substitution  uf  an- 
other amendment  for  that  agreed  to  on  the 
motion  of  the  honorable  and  learned  num- 
ber for  Corinella. 

Mr.  McWiLUAHS.- — AH  the  members  :o 
whom  the  tuniorable  gentleman  has  referred 
\*oted  for  the  recommittal  of  the  clause. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.—But  the  point 
is  that  the  recconmittal  was  made  a  ccnnbined 
test  vote  against  the  WatscHi  Government, 
in  order  that  honorable  members  opposed  to 
that  Government  might  obtain  the  vote  of 
the  Chairman  of  Ccanmittees,  the  honorable 
member'  for  Laanecoorie.  That  was  not  a 
very  reputable  thing  for  those  concerned. 

Sir  John  iForbest. — ^There  was  no  gain 
in  that. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— There  was  the 
f;ain  of  the  vote  of  the  honmable  member 
for  Laanecorie. 

Sir  .John  Forrest. — But  there  was  the 
vote  of  the  honorable  member  for  Barker 
on  the  other  side. 


An  Honorable  Memkr. — ^The  Oppmt- 
tion  did  not  know  that  at  the  time. 
Mr.  McCav.— Everybody  knew  of  it 
Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  desire  to  com- 
pare, the  Ccmciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill 
as  introduced  by  the  honoraUe  and  learned 
member  foe  Ballarat  with  that  Bill,  as  i* 
has  been  amended,  that  we  may  see  if 
there  is  any  reason  why  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  and  other  honorable  mem- 
bers should  take  such  great  exception  to  it 
As  introduced  by  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat,  the  Bill  contained 
these  words — 

but  does  not  include  a  dispute  relating  to  em- 
ployment in  the  Public  Service  of  the  Common- 
wealth or  of  a  State,  or  to  employment  by  any 
public  authority  constituted  unaer  the  Common- 
wealth  or  a  State. 

It  was  on  the  wnission  of  these  words  in- 
volved in  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Wide  Bay  that  the  Deakin  Go- 
vernment went  out,  and  not  on  the  straight 
question  of  the  inclusion  of  State  public 
servants.  In  the  Bill,  as  originally  intro- 
duced by  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat,  I  find  also  fhat  there  vere 
included  persons  engaged  in  agriculture, 
horticulture,  and  other  industrtes  connected 
with  the  soil. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^We  know  all  about 
that. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  objected  to 
that ;  but  I  was  only  one  in  the  Cabinet 
Sir  John  Forrest. — I  also  objected  to 

it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Probably  the 
right  honorable  member  did.  The  cmly 
persons  excepted  under  the  interpretation 
of  "industry  "  in  the  Bill  as  originally  in- 
troduced were  "  persons  engaged  in  domes- 
tic service.'*  The  amendment  moved  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Wide  Bay  in- 
cluded public  servants  of  the  States,'  and 
the  amendment  moved  bv  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Wannon  carried  the 
exemption  of  agricultural,  horticultural,  and 
farm  labourers  generally.  I  voted  for  that 
amendment.  It  will  therefore  be  seen  that 
there  were  provisions  in  the  Bill,  as  origin- 
ally introduced  by  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat,  which  were  very 
much  more  stringent  than  those  in  the  Bill 
as  it  now  stands.  Honorable  members 
were  supporting  a  Bill  including  farm 
labourers,  and  yet  they  afterwards  com- 
bined to  put  out  the  Watson  Govemmeitf 
when  farm  labourers  were  no  longo-  in- 
cluded in  the  measure. 

Sir  John  Forrest, — ^We  have  not  to 
thank  the  labour  Party  for  that. 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— With  respect  to 
the  now  notorious  clause  48,  as  it  appeared 
in  the  Bill  as  originally  introduced,  no  at 
tempt  was  to  be  made  to  decide  by  a  ballot 
whether  an  application  for  preference  or  a 
common  rule  was  approved  b^  a  majority 
of  the  persons  engaged  in  the  mdustry  con- 
cerned. There  was  a  hard  and  faat  provi- 
si(xi  for  preference  in  the  Bill  as  introduced 
by  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Ballarat,  and  yet  it  was  on  an  amendment 
which  modified  the  stringency  of  that  pro- 
vision that  the  Watson  Government  were 
put  out. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — It  was  upon  a  qualifica- 
tion of  that  clause  that  they  were  put  out. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Both  the  quali- 
fications of  that  clause  submitted  in  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinella,  and  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Bland,  made  the 
clause  lera  stringent  than  as  it  was  intro- 
duced by  the  honorable  .ind  learned  member 
for  Ballarat. 

Mr.  Bamford. — The  clause  did  not  mat- 
ter at  all — the  Watson  Government  were  to 
be  "biffed "out. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  showing 
the  unfair  attitude  which  was  adopted  by 
the  Opposition  after  the  promise  of  fair 
play  made  to  the  Watson  Government. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^Those  promises  are 
always  given. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  know 
that  they  are,  but  I  know  that  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan  said  that  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Ballarat  was 
too  easv,  and  ought  not  to  say  those  things. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  said  that  the  h<Mi- 
orable  and  learned  member  was  too  compli- 
ment arv. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Let  us  consider 
for  a  moment  the  difference  between  the 
amendment  agreed  to  at  the  instance  of  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Cori- 
nella,  and  that  suggested  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Bland.  The  clause,  as  it  stood 
in  the  Bill  originally,  provided  for  a  pre- 
ference to  unbnists,  without  any  proviso. 
The  proviso,  which  was  the  cause  of  the 
trouble,  reads  as  follows: — 

And  provided  further,  tbat  no  such  preference 
thall  be  directed  to  be  given,  unlcsi  the  applica- 
tion for  preference  ii,  in  the  opinion  ox  the 
Court,  approved  by  a  majority  of  those  affected 
by  the  award,  who  have  interest!  in  commOn  with 
the  applicants. 

That  is  held  to  mean  that  in  order  to  de- 
cide the  question  a  ballot  would  require 
to  be  taken,  probably  from  Fort  Darwin 
to  the  south  of  Tasmania. 


Mr.  McCav.— Who  holds  that? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  is  gene- 
rally held,  and  I  say  that  if  discretion  in 
the  matter  is  taken  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Court,  there  is  no  other  way  of  arriving 
at  a  conclusion  than  bv  a  ballot  of  those 
engaged  in  the  industry,  which  may  extend 
from  Port  Darwin  to  tlw  south  of  Tasmania. 

Mr.  Bamford.— That  would  be  so  in  the 
case  of  seamen. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  would  be 
so  in  the  case  of  seamen  or  wharf  labourers, 
or  of  any  industry  having  connecting  Fmks 
in  various  parts  of  the  different  States. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  is  not  fair. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  aware 
that  the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan 
:  does  not  desire  the  provisicm  at  all. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  think  it  is  un- 
fair. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  right  hon- 
orable member  did  not  desire  that  the  Bill 
should  be  passed  at  all. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— Why,  I  introduced 
and  passed  a  Conciliation  and  Arbitration 
Bill  mvself. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  amend- 
ment which  the  honorable  member  for 
Bland  proposed  to  substitute  for  that 
agreed  to  at  the  instance  of  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  fox  Corinella,  read 
in  this  way— 

The  Court  before  directing  that  preference 
shall  be  given  to  the  members  of  an  organization, 
shall  be  satisfied  that  the  organization  substanti- 
ally represents  the  industry  affected  in  point  of 
the  numbers  and  competence  of  its  members. 

Mr.  Johnson. — ^What  does  "  nibstan- 
tially"  mean? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  means  that 
a  discretion  is  left  to  the  Court,  and  after 
obtaining  information  in  any  way  it  thinks 
fit  the  Court  would  decide  whether  or  not 
those  words  were  complied  with. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS.  —  "  Substantially "  is  a 
word  which  the  Judges  themsel\'es  use. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  is  sa  The 
amendment  suggested  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Bland  in  my  humble  opinion  is 
safe,  is  practical,  and  is  far  and  away  a 
better  amendment  than  that  agreed  to  an 
the  motion  of  the  honmable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella,  if  the  desire  be  to 
tone  the  clause  down. 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  question  was  whe- 
ther Parliament  or  a  Judge  should  make  the 
law. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  Parliament 
must  depute  some  one  to  administer  a  law 
of  this  kind,  and  the  prooosal  was.  that  it 
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should  be  administered  by  a  Judge  of  the 
High  Court,  who  would  be  a  man  not 
brought  up  in  the  same  way  as  those  gener- 
ally employed  in  any  industry.  His  edu- 
cati<Hi  would  be  different,  lus  social  sur- 
roundings would  be  di£Ferent,  and  he  would 
be  likely-  to  deal  in  an  absolutfely  fair  way 
with  those  making  an  application  under  the 
clause,  certainly  not  to  unduly  lean  towards 
them. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — He  would  oily  be 
a  human  being  after  all. 

Sir  WILLIaM  LYNE.— I  should  be  pre 
pared  to  trust  the  Judge.  I  can  well  under- 
stand the  interjection  coming  from  a  right 
honorable  member  whose  desire  is  to  destroy 
the  clause  altogether. 

Sir  John  FomtEST. — I  do  not  belie  ;-e 
in  preference,  and  the  honorable  gentle- 
man does — that  is  the  difference. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  not  pre 
ference,  that  is  a  misnomer.  I  remember 
that  on  the  morning  after  the  amendment 
moved  by  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Corinella  was  carried  the  Argus 
came  out  with  a  cross  heading  in  large  type, 
"  Destruction  of  Preference  to  Unionists." 
There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the 
clause  does  not  specially  provide  for  a 
preference  to  unionists;  that  was  merely 
a  misnomer  suggested  to  please  those  who 
are  opposed  altogether  to  a  ConciliatiMi 
and  Arbitration  Bill.  The  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan  was  opposed  to  the  Con- 
ciliation and  Arbitration  Bill. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  introduced  and 
pa  ssed  s  uch  a  B  111 ,  and  the  honorable 
gentleman  knows  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes,  and  it  was 
no  good  either.  It  was  an  Arbitrati(xi 
Bill  without  any  force  in  it. 

Sir  John  Forbest. — The  Labour  Unions 
did  not  say  so.  They  were  very  pleased 
with  it,  and  they  thanked  me  for  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— At  any  rate  it 
is  not  of  very  much  use. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Did  the  honorable 
gentleman  ever  do  as  much? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— T  think  I  have 
done  a  little  more.  I  was  practically  the 
instigator  of  the  New  South  Wales  Arbitra- 
tion Act.  The  Government  of  which  I 
was  the  Premier  were  the  authors  of  the 
measure. 

Mr.  SpENCE. — Hear,  hear !  An  effec- 
tive measure ! 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes.  There 
has  been  friction  in  connexion  with  the 
administration  of  that  measure ;  but  when- 
ever the  old  order  of  things  is  disturbed. 


there  must  be  friction,  until  the  public 
learn  to  understand  the  new  order  of  Uiings. 

Sir  John  Fobsest. — The  measure  I 
introduced  was  a  copy  of  die  New  Zea- 
land legislation  of  the  time. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  may  have 
been  a  copy  of  the  New  Zealand  l^iisla- 
tion  of  - the  time,  but  that  legislation  has 
since  been  seriously  amended.  Probably 
the  New  South  Wales  Arbitration  Act  re- 
quires some  amendment.  No  one  wbo 
frames  a  measure  of  legislation  can  say 
exactly  how  it  will  act  until  there  has  been 
practical  experience  of  its  working;  but 
after  the  rough  knots  have  been  discovered 
and  planed  off,  I  think  everything  will  go 
smoothly  in  New  South  Wales.  At  all 
events,  I  initiated  the  measure,  and  my 
Attorney -General  passed  it  into  law. 

Mr.  HiGGtNS. — It  is  the  best  Act  in 
force  in  the  States. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— I  have  quoted 
certain  provisions  fiom  the  Bill  introduced 
by  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Ballarat  which  are  of  a  far  more  stringent 
chaiacter  than  those  in  the  Bill  as  it  now 
stands  since  it  was  passed  through  Cckq- 
mittee  by  the  honorable  member  for  Bland. 
I  think  that  both  the  House  and  the  public 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bland  was  a  most  temper- 
ate leader,  although  he  adhered  to  the  policy 
which  he  was  elected  to  support. 

Mr.  Johnson. — He  was  more  temperate 
while  on  the  Treasury  benches  than  while 
on  the  cross  benches,  because  he  was  qom- 
pelled  to  be  so. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Probably  that 
was  the  case.  When  a  man  is  in  office  he 
feels  the  responsibility  of  the  position.  That 
is  oae  reason  why  I  should  have  liked  to 
see  the  honorable  member  for  Bland  and 
his  colleagues  remain  in  power  for  a  longer 
time.  Their  sense  of  the  responsi- 
bility attaching  to  office  would  have 
increased.  I  should  like  to  know 
what  there  was  to  complain  of  in  their 
attitude,  since  the  Bill  as  they  have  passed 
it  through  Committee  is  a  much  less  strin- 
gent measure  than  that  originally  introduced 
by  the  honorable  and  learned  memiber  for 
Ballarat.  To  mv  mind,  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  Watson  Government,  giving 
the  power  of  decision  to  the  Pre^dent  of 
the  Arbitration  Court,  instead  of  creating 
an  unworkfAile  machine,  was  the  better  me 
of  the  two.  and  I  think  that  the  House  acted 
most  unfairly  in  putting  the  Government 
out  of  office  in  the  way  in  which  they  did. 
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Mr.  Wilson.- — How  could  it  be  unfair  if . 
it  was  in  keeping  with  the  rules  of  the 
House? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— When  the  hon- 
orable member  has  been  a  little  longer  in 
Parliament,  he  will  know  that  there  aie  ways 
of  doing  things  which  are  fair,  and  other 
ways  whidi  are  unfair.  For  instance,  the 
night  before  last  the  present  Government 
could  have  been  put  out  by  a  considerable 
majority  if  the  Opposition  had  felt  inclined 
to  put  them  out. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— They  would  not 
have  gone  out  on  a  snatch  vote. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— My  experience 
of  some  of  the  members  of  the  Government 
is  that  it  would  take  many  teams  of  bullocks 
to  haul  them  from  the  Treasury  bendies. 
On  one  occasitm  I  heard  it  whispered,  when 
an  adverse  vote  had  been  given,  that  they 
would  adopt  what  I  think  is  the  French 
system,  of  getting  a  friend  to  move  a  vote 
of  omfidence. 

Mr.  McLean. — We  would  move  a  motion 
affirming  that  we  had  no  confidence  in  the 
Opposition. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  had  much 
more  confidence  in  the  honorable  member 
before  he  joined  his  present  leader  than  I 
have  now,  ot  than  I  can  have  again.  The 
Watson  Government  did  not  cling  to  (^fice. 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — They  chose  their  own 
battle-ground. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— No.  They  did 
not  An  attempt  was  afterwards  made  to 
bring  about  a  coalition.  That  coalition 
now  contains  a  mutilated  half  of  the  old 
Protectionist  Party. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — More  than  half. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Very  little 
more — only  one  or  (wa 

Mr.  Johnson. — ^What  does  the  Opposi- 
tion coalititx)  contain? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Our  coalition 
is  in  earnest,  and  it  will  be  loyal. 

Mr.  LxDiffiLL. — ^What  about'the  Ballarat 
Labour  League? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  know 
about  it ;  but  I  dare  say  that  there  are  a  few 
malcontents  in  the  honorable  member's  elec- 
torate, and  he  will  probablv  hear  from  them 
presently.  I  may  be  wrong  in  my  ideas 
of  (insistency,  but  I  have  tried  to  be  con- 
sistent during  my  political  life.  I 
cannot  understand  how  those  who 
have  professed  to  be  strong  protectionists 
could  join  the  leader  of  the  Free-trade 
Party,  who  has  many  times  expressed  his 
determination  to  destroy  the  Tariff  if  he 
gets  the    opportunity.   Whilst    they  are 


reaping  the  fruits  of  oflSce,  what  is  taking 
place  outside?  What  are  the  free-trade 
leagues  doing?  In  New  South  Wales 
they  are  making  every  preparation  for  a 
free-trade  fight  at  the  next  elections.  Has 
there  not  been  a  meeting  of  the  Central 
League  for  that  purpose,  and  are  not  its 
agents  travelling  all  over  the  State  at  the 
present  moment? 

Mr.  Wilson. — What  are  the  protection- 
ists doing  in  Victoria? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  protec- 
titmists  would  be  doing  nothing  if  it  were 
not  for  those  who  have  stood  loyal. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — Loyal  to  w4iat? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  the 
greatest  regard  for  the  honorable  member, 
but  I  differ  from  him  on  this  matter.  He 
has  allowed  the  Protectionist  Party  to  be 
weakened  and  partially  destroyed. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — What  has  the  honorable 
member  done  to  keep  it  together?  He  was 
the  cause  of  the  split. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No;  I  have 
dcme  my  best  to  keep  it  together.  The 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan  was  the 
chief  cause  of  the  split. 

Sir  John  Forrest.  —  I  have  done 
nothing. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  may  be 
wrong  in  my  interpretation  of  loyalty,  but 
I  cannot  understand  how  a  loyal  protec- 
tionist can  join  the  arch  free-trader  of  Aus- 
tralia, who  has  said  times  without  number 
that  his  mission  in  this  southern  world  is 
to  bring  about  free-trade.  THe  Free-trade 
Leagues  are  at  present  working  as  hard  as 
they  can  in  preparing  to  sweep  the  weak- 
ened Protectionist  Party  out  of  existence  at 
the  next  general  elections. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^The  honorable 
member  is  joined  to  a  par^ — the  Labour 
Party — which  has  no  fiscal  faith  at  all. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— When  I  was  in 
Western  Australia,  the  right  hcmorable 
member  had  no  fiscal  faith.  He,  on  one 
occasi<»i,  inquired  what  arguments  oug)it 
to  be  used  by  a  protectionist. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Was  that  at  Kal- 
goorlle  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNl:.— No;  at  Fre- 
mantle. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  do  not  remember 
the  occurrence  to  which  the  h(»iorable  mem- 
ber refers.  Is  he  alluding  to  a  private  con- 
versation ? 

Mr.  McCav. — ^Did  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hume  tell  the  right  honorable 
member  what  arguments  to/nse?  1 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— I  dare  say  that 
I  did,  though  if  he  listened  to  one  of  my 
speeches  he  would  find  there  plenty  of 
arguments.  Let  me  quote  one  or  two  words 
which  have  been  said  in  regard  to  this 
coalition  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bevan — 

I  have  no  faith  in  coalitions.  The  working  out 
of  great  principles  is  best  done  by  means  of  the 
opposition  of  great  parties.  This  is  sOf  not  only 
in  politics,  but  also  in  the  church. 

That  is  the  opinion  of  a  man  who  does  not 
keep  his  eyes  shut  to  politics.  Although 
he  is  a  free-trader,  he  is  an  able,  and,  I 
think,  an  honorable  and  oxiscientious  man. 
In  the  same  paper  is  the  following  report 
of  a  speech  made  by  that  great  free-trade 
propagandist,  Mr.  Max  Hirsch : — 

He  admitted  that  the  Federal  crisis  was  touch- 
ing free-trade  principles  most  acutely.  During 
the  last  three  years-  there  had  been  an  informal 
coalition  between  the  Labour  Party  and  the  pro- 
tectionists. Mr.  Deakin  practically  said,  "  Give 
me  protection,  and  I  will  give  you  the  socialistic 
measures  you  demand."  That  alliance  would 
continue  unless  another  alliance  took  its  place. 
*'  We  have,"  the  speaker  continued,  "  to  choose 
between  two  evtls,  and  we  must  choose  the  lesser." 

Ml.  Max  Hirsch  is  diametrically  opposed 
to  the  views  of  the  Labour  Party.  But 
whai  reference  is  made  to  the  socialistic 
tendencies  of  that  party,  I  would  ask  s(»ne- 
one  to  say  what  Socialism  is.  Last  night 
the  honorable  member  for  Darling  quoted 
some  dozen  claims  made  by  the  Western 
farmers  on  the  Government  of  Victoria. 

Mr  Wilson. — No,  the  North-eastern 
farmers. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.  — Our  public 
life,  and  also  our  private  life,  is  largely 
regulated  by  the  operations  of  State  So- 
cialisnL  It  is  well  known  _  that  I 
do  not  agree  with  the  extreme  socialistic 
doctrines  preached  by  some  individuals. 
In  reference  to  the  tobacco  industry,  I  say 
unhesitatingly  that  I  am  not  at  present  in 
a  position  to  decide  whether  the  mixiopoly 
is  of  such  a  character  that  State  interfer- 
ence would  be  warranted. 

Mr.  Wilson. — ^What  does  the  borK>rabl« 
and  learned  member  fw  Indi  sav  about 
it? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— He  may  know 
more  about  it  than  I  do.  I  am  not  suffi- 
ciently well  acquainted  with  the  circimi- 
stances  to  justify  me  in  deciding  that  a 
State  monopoly  should  be  created,  but  cer- 
tainly I  think  that  the  fullest  possible  in- 
quiry should  be  made,  and  that  a  Royal 
C(Mnml8sion  should  be  appointed  with  that 
object  in  view.  A  Parliamoitary  Select 
Committee  would  xnt  suffice,  because  the 


fullest  authOTity  must  be  given  to  obtain 
informati<xi  from  all  sources.  If  the  pre- 
sent tobacco  monopoly  is  operating  to  the 
injury  of  the  general  public,  it  must  be 
prevented.  Those  honorable  members  who 
complain  of  the  attitude  of  the  Labour 
Party  in  regard  to  the  tobacco  industry 
are  themselves  in  favour  of  introducing 
legislation  for  regulating  the  operatkxu 
of  trusts.  Therefore  I  fail  to  reoogmse 
the  consistency  of  their  attitude:  The 
Prime  Minister  has  shown  himself  to  be 
an  opportunist  of  the  most  piooounoed 
type.  After  having  attacked  the  Oxicilia- 
tion  and  Arbitration  Bill,  and  having 
joined  with  others  in  expressing  his  dis- 
approval of  many  of  its  proWsions,  he  is 
now  prepared  to  take  it  witli  all  its 
alleged  faults,  and  to  adof^  it  as  a 
Government  measure.  The  right  honor- 
able gentleman  is  apparently  prepared  to 
swallow  all  his  own  statements,  and  to  re- 
verse the  votes  which  he  gave  when 
he  was  sitting  in  oppositicm.  He  says 
that  he  is  anxious  to  put  an  end 
to  all  friction  between  the  Commcm- 
wealth  Government  and  the  States  Got-em- 
ments,  but  at  the  same  time  he  is  prepared 
to  adopt  the  Arbitration  Bill  with  iht  pro- 
vision relating  to  the  railway  sterrants, 
which  has,  perhaps,  caused  more  fiicdoa 
between  the  States  and  the  Commonwealth 
than  anything  that  has  occurred  in  this  Par- 
liament I  voted  for  that  provision,  and  I 
intend  to  remain  firm  in  that  attitude.  I 
opposed  the  inclusion  of  farm  labourers 
within  the  scope  of  the  measure,  and  I  shall 
act  ccMisistently  in  that  regard  also.  The 
honorable  and  learned  member  fcH-  Warmon 
has  endeavoured  to  show  that  under  the  al- 
liance which  has  been  entered  into  with 
the  Labour  Party,  it  will  be  necessary  for 
some  h(»iorable  members  to  reverse  thdr 
former  votes ;  but  if  he  had  read  tiie  terms 
of  the  arrangement  he  would  have  seen 
that  there  was  no  necessity  for  anything  of 
that  kind.  The  Prime  Minister  tells  us  that 
he  has  d^ermined  to  re-establiA  responsible 
government  upon  a  firm  basis ;  but  T  would 
ask  how  his  position  in  regard  to  the 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill  can  be 
regarded  as  consistent  with  that  declara- 
tion. If  I  were  the  leader  of  a  Govern- 
ment, and  I  believed  in  the  Manufactures 
Encouragement  Bill,  I  should  adopt  it  as 
a  Government  measure  at  all  costs.  The 
right  h<»iorable  gentleman  sneered  at  the 
Labour  Party  bemuse  of  their  attitude  to- 
wards that  measure,  but  he  is  pur- 
suing a  similar  course:^  The  leader  of 
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the  Labour  Party  agreed  to  allow  me  as 
a  private  individual  to  take  up  the  Bill, 
and  to  afford  me  every  opportunity  for 
passing  it  through  the  House.  I  do  not 
suppose  that  the  present  Prime  Minister  will 
extend  to  me  a  similar  courtesy. 

Mr.  McCay. — ^Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber want  it? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes;  of  course 
I  do. 

Mr.  McCay. — I  thought  the  honorable 
member  said  that  he  would  not  accept  any- 
thing from  the  Prime  Minister. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  said  that  I 
would  not  accept  any  favour  at  his  hands. 
I  was  speaking  of  personal  favours.  I 
regard  the  Manufactures  Encouragement 
Bill  as  a  most  important  one,  and  I  am  glad 
to  say  that  the  m^bers  of  the  Labour 
Party  have  taken  up  a  oxnmendable  atti- 
tude with  regard  to  the  measure.  Not- 
withstanding al!  the  statements  of  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Wannon  as 
to  their  insincerity,  they  are  prepared  to 
loyally  support  the  Bill.  W^hen  it  reaches 
the  Ccxnmittee  stage,  those  who  desire 
that  the  industry  shall  be  nationalized,  will 
have  a  prefect  right  to  do  their  best  to  make 
provision  to  that  effect.  If,  however,  they 
do  not  succeed,  thev  will  not  seek  to  wreck 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  McCav. — That  is  rather  a  change  of 
front. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  hope  that  I 
am  not  divulging  any  secret  when  I  make 
that  announcement. 

Mr.  Wilson. — Will  ihe  honorable  mem- 
ber vote  for  the  nationalizaticm  of  the  iron 
industry  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  shall  vote 
for  the  matter  to  be  dealt  with  by  private 
enterprise,  but  I  shall  not  attempt  to  destroy 
the  Bill  in  the  event  of  that  proposal  not 
being  agreed  to.  I  desire  to  see  the  Bill 
passed. 

Mr.  Wilson. — Then  the  hcHiorabte  mem- 
ber is  prepared  to  swallow  one  plank  -of  the 
socialistic  platform? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  dc  not  know 
that  the  proposal  to  nationalize  the  iror  in- 
dustry would  commit  us  to  any  greater  de- 
gree of  Socialism  than  is  involved  in  the 
nationalization  of  our  railways,  our  tram- 
ways, and  our  waterworks.  Fortunately 
the  New  South  Wales  tramways  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Syi»iey  Suith. — The  honorable 
member  was  in  favour  of  selling  the  rail- 
ways and  tramways  scxne  time  ago. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  was  in  fa- 
vour of  selling  the  railways  about  twenty- 
two  years  ago. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith.— It  is  not  so  long 
ago  as  that. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes,  it  was;  I 
know,  because  the  party  to  which  my  honor- 
able friend  belmgs  was  in  power.  I  was 
a  comparative  novice  in  public  life  at  that 
time,  and,  having  watched  develoinnents 
since,  I  have  come  to  the  ccmclusion 
that  it  is  a  matter  for  great  congratulatitHi 
that  the  railways  of  Australia  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  States.  In  Melbourne  the 
tramways  are  in  the  hands  of  a  private 
company,  and  are  not  worked  to  the  same 
ptAilic  advantage  as  are  those  of  Sydney, 
where  the  travelling  public  derive  the  bene- 
fit of  the  interest  which  would  otherwise 
go  into  the  pockets  of  the  proprietors  of 
the  tramways.  If  we  cannot  secure  the 
development  of  our  iron  industry  by  private 
enterprise,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  State 
should  not  undertake  the  work,  so  that  we 
may  derive  the  benefit  of  our  national  re- 
sources in  the  shape  of  iron  deposits.  If 
we  were  involved  in  war  at  any  time,  and 
were  unable  to  import  war  matelrial  from 
abroad,  we  should  be  absolutely  helpless, 
because  we  should  have  no  means  of  manu- 
facturing our  own  arms. 

Mr.  Page. — ^We  cannot  make  a  gun  bar- 
rel yet. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  We  cannot 
yet  produce  a  sufficient  amount  of 
steJel  to  manufacture  even  one  gun  bar- 
rel ;  therefore  I  think  it  is  highly  desirable 
that  we  establish  the  manufacture  of  iron 
and  steel  at  the  earliest  possible  oppor- 
tunity. The  Prime  Minister  has  made  a 
declaraticHi  of  the  policy  of  the  Government 
with  regard  to  the  question  of  preferential 
trade.  When  I  stated  that  I  intended  to 
propose  a  res^ution  with  reference  to 
preferential  trade,  the  Postmaster-General 
dared  me  to  bring  it  forward,  and 
threatened  me  that  it  would  be  kicked  out 
of  the  House.  The  Prime  Minister  has 
also  more  than  once  expressed  himself  as 
entirely  opposed  to  the  idea  of  establishing 
preferential  trade  relations  with  the  old 
country.  Now  he  has  accepted  the  principle. 
His  promise,  however,  is  only  a  piece  of 
political  padding.  If  we  are  to  deal  with  the 
subject  of  preferential  trade  upon  prac- 
tical lines,  we  must  impose  fresh  duties 
upon  foreign  goods  in  order  to  enable  us 
to  give  an  appreciable  preference  to  Bri- 
tish manufactures.  If  I  had  been  in  a 
positi(m  to  do  S(^  I  shoi^^gg^de  an 
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offer  to  Great  Britain  without  waiting  for 
her  to  approach  us. 

Mr.  Fuller.  —  That  comes  very  well 
from  the  honorable  member,  who  all  his 
life  has  been  in  favour  of  imposing  taxes 
upon  British  imports. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  a  pro- 
tectionist, and  not  a  revenue-tariffist. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— How  would  the 
honorable  member  raise  revenue? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  If  revenue 
cannot  be  obtained  in  one  way,  it  can  be 
secured  in  another.  If  it  be  desired  to 
encourage  the  industries  of  Australia,  we 
must  have  an  effective  protectionist  system. 
We  cannot  encourage  our  industries  if  we 
sweep  away  our  Tariff  walls.  I  do  not 
believe  in  imposing  duties  upon  small  lines 
of  imports,  but  upon  goods  which  can  be 
manufactured  and  consumed  here  upon  a 
largie  scale.  The  present  Tariff  is  more 
in  the  nature  of  a  revenue  than  a  pro- 
tectionist Tariff.  Honorable  members  have 
twitted  me  with  having  stated  that 
I  was  in  favour  of  fiscal  peace. 
The  fiscal  question  was  raised  not  by  the 
party  to  which  I  belong,  but  by  the  Prime 
Minister.  I  had  to  fight  the  right  hon- 
orable member,  and  some  of  his  principal 
supporters  very  bitterly  in  my  own  elec- 
torate, which  was  simply  swarming  with 
free-trade  speakers  during  the  last  cam- 
paign. Sir  William  McMillan,  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Parkes,  the 
Prime  Minister  and  others*  did  their  best 
to  secure  my  defeat. 

Mr.  Wilson. — ^Thte  honorable  member 
said  he  would  not  raise  the  fin^al  issue. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  said  that  I 
did  not  wish  to  re-open  the  Tariff,  because 
it  had  been  in  operation  such  a  short  time 
that  we  could  scarcely  judge  of  its  practical 
working.  Therefore,  I  was  prepared  to  al- 
low matters  to  rest  for  a  time.  Now,  how- 
e\er,  it  has  been  proved  that  the  Tariff  is 
doing  infinite  harm  to  a  large  number  of 
industries,  particularly  in  Victoria.  I  have 
investigated  the  circumstances  connected 
with  from  twelve  to  fourteen  of  our  princi- 
pal industries,  and  I  find  that  imports  are 
rapidly  taking  the  place  of  locally-manu- 
factured goods.  The  products  of  cheap 
and  prison  labour  in  other  parts  of  the 
world,  are  being  imported  to  the  disadvan- 
tage of  our  own  manufacturers,  and  work- 
men, and  I  have  been  informed  by  one 
large  manufacturer  tRat,  unless  some  ad- 
justment is  made  which  will  prevent  the 
present  large  influx  of  imported  goods,  he 
will  have  to  close  his  factory. 


Mr.  Thoicas. — I  desire,  Mr.  Speaker, 
to  call  attention  to  the  state  of  the  House. 

A  quorum  not  being  present, 

Mr.  Speaker  adjouraed  the  House  at  3.4  p.m. 


J^ouse  of  lUptesentatibe0. 

Tuesday,  13  September,  1904. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.30  p.iD., 
and  read  prayers. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATIONS. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  desire  to 
make  a  personal  explanation.  I  had  been 
speaking  for  about  an  hour  before  the  lun- 
cheon adjournment  on  Friday  last,  and 
when  I  re-entered  the  Chamber  after  lun- 
cheon, and  found  that  there  was  not 
a  quorum  present,  I  asked  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Barrier  if  he  would 
direct  attention  to  the  state  of  the  House. 
I  did  so  because  the  leader  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  away  from  the  Chamber  f<» 
the  whole  of  the  time  that  I  was  speaking. 
He  is  seldom  in  the  House,  except  whai 
he  is  speaking  himself,  and  many  of  his 
followers  take  the  opportunity  

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  rise  to  order.  I 
submit  that  the  honorable  member  may  not 
cast  reflections  upon  the  actions  of  another 
honorable  member  while  making  a  personal 
explanation. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  understand  the 
honorable  member  for  Hume  to  be  explain- 
ing the  reas(His  why  he  desired  t&e  honor- 
able member  for  Barrier  to  call  attention 
to  the  state  of  the  House  on  Friday  last. 
So  long  as  he  confines  himself  to  sudi  rea- 
sons, he  will  be  in  order. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  is  exactly 
what  I  was  doing.  The  leader  of  the 
Government,  as  socMi  as  he  heard  that  I 
was  about  to  speak,  took  the  opportunity 
to  walk  out  of  the  Chamber,  and  he  re- 
mained away  during  the  whole  of  the  time 
that  I  was  speaking. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  really  must  object  to  these 
statements 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  front  Go- 
vernment benches  were  wnpty  during  neartv 
the  whole  of  the  time  that  I  was  speaking. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — So  wera  the  Oppoa- 
tion  benches. 

Digitjzed  by  LnOOg  IC 


AUen  Restriction  [13  SEPTEBKB£Rf  1904.]       Admimstraiion.  4519 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  was  not  so 
wim  the  Opposition  benches.  Putting  aside 
my  personal  feelings  in  the  matter,  I  say 
that  such  conduct  was  disrespectful  to  the 
House.  I  had  not  much  to  say  after  the 
luncheon  adjournment,  and  would  not  have 
taken  more  than  about  twenty  minutes  to 
conclude  -my  speech. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  honorable  member's 
leader  was  also  absent  from  the  Chamber. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  felt  that  in 
justice  to  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and 
to  myself,  ttie  leader  of  the  Government 
should  have  been  present  in  the  House,  in- 
stead of  being  at  the  other  end  of  the 
building,  as  I  understand  he  was.  My 
object  was,  not  to  count  out  the  House, 
but  to  bring  other  members  into  the  Cham- 
ber, I  regret  that  the  House  was  counted 
out;  but  I  could  not  help  it.  My  object 
was  to  compel  fhe  members  who  sit  on  the 
Government  side  of  the  Chamber  to  attend 
to  their  duties. 

Mr.  REID. — Since  my  name  has  been 
introduced  into  the  explanation  made  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Hume,  I  Phink  that  I 
shall  not  be  out  of  order  in  making  a 
personal  explanation.  He  stated  that  I 
went  out  of  the  Chamber  just  before  he 
began  his  speech.  That  may  iiave  oc- 
curred ;  but  I  wish  to  say  that  he  did  not 
influexice  my  movements  on  the  occasion,  and 
that  my  absence  from  the  Chamber  was  due 
to  some  call  of  public  duty.  **  My  ex- 
perience is  that  my  presence  influences  the 
honorable  member  as  a  red  rag  does  a  bull, 
and  that  the  only  way  to  preser\'e  his  mental 
equilibrium  is  for  me  to  occasiOTially  go  out 
of  the  Qiamber  when  he  is  speaking. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  desired  the  right 
honorable  member  to  hear  what  I  had  to 
say.  I  did  not  wish  to  speak  behind  his 
back. 

ALTEN  RESTRICTION 
ADMINISTRATION. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— I  wish  to  know  from 
the  Minister  of  External  Affairs  whether, 
having  regard  to  his  declaraticms  last  year 
as  to  the  six  hatters  case,  he  intends  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Alien  Restric- 
ticm  Act  so  as  to  remedy  the  state  of  affairs 
of  which  he  complained.  If  this  is  not 
his  intention,  why  is  it  not? 

Mr.  REID. — I  should  like  to  remind  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  of  the  de- 
claration which  I  made  upon  the  subject 
before  the  people  of  Australia.    I  placed 


the  matter  before  them  as  every  sensible 
politician  places  a  matter  before  the  public. 
If  I  have  the  power  to  alter  the  Act  in  a 
certain  direction,  I  will  do  so  the  moment 
I  discover  the  fact ;  but  an  alteration  of 
the  Act  is  not  part  of  the  policy  of  this 
coalition  Government  I  should  lilw  to 
say  that  cme  of  my  strong  objections  to  the 
painful  incident  referred  to  was  the  unjus- 
tifiable delay  which  occurred  in  dealing 
with  the  case,  during  which  the  men  con- 
cerned were  kept  in  durance  vile.  I  guaran- 
tee that  there  will  be  more  prompt  ad- 
ministration, so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  and 
that  no  such  painful  experience  will  occur 
in  the  future. 

FORMATION  OF  THE  MINISTRY. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— In  last  Friday's  Herald 
an  h<XKirable  senator  is  reported  to  have 
said — 

Mr.  Reid  offered  a  portfolio  to  a  Western 
Australian;  who  would  not  pocket  his  pride  and 
nccept  the  office. 

Is  it  a  f  axrt  that  a  Western  Australian  repre- 
sentative was  offered  a  portfolio  in  the 
coalition  Government? 

Mr.  REID. — I  can  understand  the  ques- 
tion of  the  honorable  member,  in  view  of  the 
peculiar  circimistances  in  which  he  has  re- 
cently been  placed. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Do  I  understand  that  the 
right  honorable  gentlonan  refuses  to  answer 
the  questi(ui? 

Mr.  REID.— Absolutely. 

Mr.  Frazes. — ^And  he  is  the  self-ap- 
pointed representative  of  Western  Australia  1 

Mr.  REID.— I  absolutely  refuse  to  enter 
into  these  matters. 

MILITARY  ORNAMENTS  AND 
BADGES. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— I  wish  to  repeat 
the  question  which  I  asked  of  the  Minister 
of  Defence  on  Friday  last.  Has  he  yet 
come  to  a  determination  to  have  the  orna- 
me.nts,  buttons,  badges,  and  so  forth,  used 
by  our  Military  Forces  made  in  the  Com- 
monwealth ? 

Mr.  McCAY.— I  have  made  inquiries, 
and  I  have  ascertained  that,  during  the 
term  of  crffice  of  my  predecessor,  Swiator 
Dawson,  the  buttons  were  ordered  from 
England,  but  the  badges  have  not  yet  been 
ordered.  I  am  now  making  inquiries  to  as- 
certain if  it  is  not  possible,  as  I  believe  it 
will  be  found  to  be  possible,  to  obtain  as 
good  an  article  at  as  cheap  a  price  from 
Australian  workmen  as  could  be  obtained 
abroad. 
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of  the  House, 


MINISTERIAL  ATTITUDE 
TOWARDS  SOCIALISM. 

Wr.  WATSON.— I  wish  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  a  questicm  which  I  presume  he  can 
answer  for  his  better  half  as  well  as  for 
himself.  Is  the  statement  attributed  to 
the  Postmaster-General,  that  it  is  the  in- 
tenticm  of  the  Government  to  interfere  with 
the  exploitation  of  the  butter  industry  by 
certain  gentlemen  who  are  engaged  in  pri- 
vate enterprise,  correct?  If  so,  how  does 
he  reconcile  it  with  his  own  statement  that 
he  does  not  believe  in  Socialism,  or  the 
extension  of  its  principle? 

Mr.  REID. — I  regret  to  say  that  I  have 
not  yet  received  any  communication  from 
my  honorable  colleague  the  Postmaster-Gen- 
eral upon  the  subject  to  which  my  honorable 
friend  refers.  In  the  absence  of  any  infor- 
mation as  to  my  honorable  colleague^^s  utter- 
ance. I  am  not  in  a  position  to  answer  the 
question. 

TENDERS  FOR  DEFENCE 
SUPPLIES. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  desire  to  ask  the  Min- 
ister of  Defence  whether  he  will  take  steps 
to  have  applied  to  the  other  States  regula- 
tions similar  to  those  in  force  in  Victoria, 
which  make  it  imperative  that  the  tenderers 
shall  manufacture  the  goods  supplied  to  the 
Department  upon  their  own  premises,  and 
shall  not  sublet  their  contracts  in  anv  way? 

Mr.  McCAY.— The  honorable  member 
was  good  enough  to  inform  me  that  he  pro- 
posed to  ask  this  question,  but  I  have  not 
yet  had  time  to  make  inquiries.  I  can  pro- 
mise, however,  that  the  fullest  inquiry  shall 
be  made,  and  that  everything  shall  be  done 
to  insure  that  the  workmen,  as  well  as  the 
contractors,  receive  every  consideratitHi. 

PAPER. 

Mr.  REID  laid  upon  the  table  the  fol- 
lowing paper: — 

Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  the  Affray 
at  Goaribari  Island,  British  New  Guinea,  on  the 
6th  Morch,  1404,  together  with  the  proceediogs, 
minutes  of  evidence,  and  appendices. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 

COUNT  OUT  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Mr.  BATCHKLOR.— I  desire  to  know 
from  the  Prime  Minister  whether  he  is  ac- 
curately reported  in  this  morning's  news- 
papers as  having  stated  that  his  party,  when 
m  opposition,  refrained  from  such  tactics 
as  attempting  to  count  out  the  House;  and, 


if  so,  whether  he  is  aware  diat  during  one 
sitting  his  party  attempted  to  count  out  the 
House  no  less  than  twenty  times  ? 

Mr.  REID. — If  any  such  thin^  occurred 
I  can  only  say  that  it  affords  sufficient  proctf 
that  I  was  not  present. 

Mr.  McD<»iALD. — The  right  honorable 
gentleman  was  present. 

Mr.  REID. — I  do  not  remember  the  cir- 
cumstances referred  to. 

HIGH  COMMISSIONER. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  wish  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister,  in  reference  to  his  announcetDeni 
that  the  Government  did  not  propose  to  ap- 
point a  High  Cranmissioner  until  after  a 
conference  had  been  held  between  the  Com- 
mcHiwealth  and  the  States  Go\'emments, 
whether  he  will  assure  the  House  that  iie 
will  not  attempt  to  appoint  the  High  Com- 
missioner without  previous  legislation? 

Mr.  REID.— I  not  only  wd!  not,  but  I 
cannot  do  so. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Yes,  the  Govern- 
ment could  appoint  the  High  Commissioner 
without  salary. 

VENTILATION  OF  THE  CHAMBER. 

Mr.  LIDDELL. — I  desire  to  ask  you, 
Mr.  Speaker,  as  chairman  of  the  House 
Committee,  if  any  measures  haw  been 
taken  to  improve  the  ventilatirai  of  this 
Chamber,  and,  if  so,  what  means  have  heesi 
adopted  to  increase  the  cinnilaticm  of  the 
air. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Immediately  after  the 
honorable  member  for  Hunter  had  called 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  si^ject 
of  the  ventilation  of  the  Qunnber,  locne 
time  since,  a  meeting  of  the  House  C<m- 
mittee  was  held,  and  it  was  decided  that, 
instead  of  the  fresh  air  being  forced  into 
the  Chamber  at  a  point  just  above  the  wood- 
work, and  thereby,  as  was  pointed  out  by 
the  honorable  member,  leaving  undisturbed 
a  body  of  vitiated  air  near  the  floor,  the  air 
should  be  forced  in  through  openings  be- 
neath the  seats  all  round  the  Chamber.  The 
work  was  immediately  put  in  hand,  and  was 
completed  some  three  or  four  weeks  aga 
nnoe  which  time  the  new  system  has  been 
in  full  operation.  As  I  had  not  heard  any 
complaints,  and  as  I  was  aware  that  circu- 
laticHi  of  air  in  the  Chamber  4iad  been  ren- 
dered, much  more  complete,  I  presumed 
that  success  had  been  adiieved.  I  was, 
however,  informed  on  one  occasion  that  in 
at  least  one  portion  of  the  Chamber  the  air 
was  very  bad,  and  I  have  taken  steps 
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to-day  to  have  a  further  quantity  of  fredi  lur 
forced  into  the  Chamber,  and  to  ascertain 
whether  there  are  any  corners  in  which  the 
air  still  stagnates.  If  honorable  members 
will  inform  me  from  time  to  time  as  to  the 
condition  of  the  atmosphere,  I  shall  be  able 
to  deal  with  the  matter  more  thoroughly. 
If  there  are  causes  for  complaint,  and  they 
are  not  mentioned  to  me,  naturally  they 
will  remain  unremedied.  I  shall  be  pleased 
if  honorable  members  will  mention  to  me 
any  matter  which,  in  their  view,  requires 
attention. 

TELEGRAPHIST  AT  JERVIS  BAY. 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS  asked  the  Post- 
master-General, upon  notice — 

Whether  the  position  of  telegraphist  at  Jeivis 
Bav,  where  messages  involving  the  safety  of  life 
aad  property  are  frequently  sent  and  received, 
is  to  remain  ".  non-omcial,*'  with  a  salary  of 
£j»  per  annum? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— The  answer  to 
the  honorable  member's  question  is  as  fol- 
lows:— 

The  position  of  the  telegraphist  at  Jervis  Bay 
is  now  Deing  inquired  into,  with  a  view  to  a  full 
reply  being  given  as  soon  as  the  necessary  in- 
formation can  be  obtained. 

DARLINGTON  POST-OFFICE  SITE. 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS  asked  the  Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs,  ufon  notice — 

Whether  it  is  correct — 

t.  That  the  State  of  New  South  Wales  is 
debiting  the  Commonwealth  with  £^90  for  land 
at  Darlington  upon  which  a  post-office  is  being 
erected  by  the  Gorerameat? 

3.  That  the  land  in  questi«i  was  vested  in 
the  Darlington  Borough  Council,  and  that  the 
said  council,  being  desirous  of  getting  a  post- 
office  suitable  to  the  locality,  freely  ceded  the 
rights  they  possessed  to  the  land  for  that  pur- 
pose subsequently  to  the  control  of  the  Post 
and  Telegraph  Department  passing  to  the  Com* 
monwealth? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  an- 
swers to  the  honorable  member's  questions 
are  as  follow : — 

I  and  3.  The  Municipal  Council  of  Darling- 
ton offered,  at  a  site  for  a  post-f^ce,  part  of 
the  area  Tested  in  them  for  Town  Hall  purposes. 
This  was  accepted,  but  it  was  found  that  the 
council  had  no  power  to  dispose  of  the  land,  and 
the  State  Government  was  moved  to  resume  the 
part  desired  for  postal  purposes.  The  resump* 
tioi  has  taken  place,  but  the  State  Government 
now  intimate  that  they  have  no  power  to  alienate, 
but  they  will  have  no  objection  to  the  Common- 
wealth acquiring  the  land  under  the  compulsory 
acquisition  provisions  of  the  Property  for  Public 
Purposes  Acquisition  Act,  at  a  valuaticm  of  jfaSo 
4«- 
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CONCILIATION  AND  ARBITRATION 
BILL. 

Debate  resumed  frcsn  17th  August  (vide 
page  4364),  upcHi  moticHi  by  Mr.  Watson, 
as  amended — 

That  the  Bill  be  now  recommitted  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  for  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  clauses  4,  37,  38,  39,  46,  M,  67,  68,  and 
90  and  Schedule  B,  and  the  consideration  of  pro- 
posed new  clauses  52A,  and  95A. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney— Minister  of 
External  Affairs). — I  did  not  happen  to 
speak  when  this  debate  was  initiated.  Pos- 
sibly, by  some  prescience,  I  thought  it 
would  be  more  convenient  that  I  should  be 
in  a  position  to  make  a  few  remarks  at  the 
present  stage.  I  wish  to  say  that  the  Go- 
vernment have  considered  the  proposals 
embodied  in  the  motion,  and  are  perfectly 
prepared  to  go  into  Committee  for  the  pur- 
pose of  omsidering  them.  As  to,  I  think, 
all  the  propositions  but  one,  we  are  in  a 
position  practically  to  approve  of  them. 
Many  of  them  are  unimportant,  others  are 
intended  to  remove  drafting  difficulties, 
and  the  only  one  of  serious  importance,  to 
my  mind,  is  the  first.  We  have  not  had 
the  advantage  of  a  discussion,  either  upon 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  or  in  Com- 
mittee, upc»i  the  precise  matter  involved  in 
the  first  proposal,  and  I  shall  be  interested 
to  hear  the  reasons  which  influenced  the 
late  Administration  in  suggesting  this  al- 
teration. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — What  is  the  first  pro- 
posal? 

Mr.  REID. — To  eliminate  from  clause 
4,  paragraph  b  of  the  definition  of  "  in- 
dustrial dispute."  The  clause  provides 
that,  apart  from  disputes  between  organi- 
zations of  employes  and  employers,  or  or- 
ganizatimis  on  both  sides,  the  Registrar 
can  certify  that  existing  disputes  extend- 
ing beyond  the  limits  of  any  one  State  are 
disputes  which  in  the  public  interest  ought 
to  be  brought  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Court.  The  proposal  of  the  late  Adminis- 
tration was  that  this  provision  should  be 
omitted. 

Mr.  Watson. — Such  cases  are  provided 
for  in  another  sub-clause. 

Mr.  REID. — That  is  the  point  with  re- 
gard to  which  I  should  like  to  hear  an  ex- 
planation by  my  honorable  friend.  I  in- 
tend to  suggest  an  alteration  in  the  para- 
graph as  it  stands,  which,  I  think,  would 
effect  a  great  improvement,  but  I  should 
first  like  to  hear,  in  Conunittee,  the  reasons 
to  be  advanced  for  omitting  the  provision. 

DigttJzed  by  Google 


4522 


CinuiUation  and    [REPRESENTATIVES.]    ArbiiriOioH  BiU. 


Mr.  Groom. — What  is  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman's  prt^msal? 

Mr.  REID.— I  think  that  it  would  be 
ooly  fair  to  the  late  Administrati(»i  if  we 
were  to  first  hear  what  were  their  reasons 
for  suggesting  that  the  paragraph  should 
be  omitted. 

Mr.  Page. — What  do  the  Government 
propose  to  do  with  regard  to  clause  48? 

Mr.  REID. — That  is  not  now  embraced 
in  the  motion. 

Mi.  speaker.— As  a  matter  of  prac- 
tice, I  would  point  out  that,  if  th«e  is  no 
objection  to  the  reoMmnittal  of  clause  4, 
and  if  the  questim  is  simply  as  to  what 
shall  be  done  with  clause  4  uix>n  its  recom- 
mittal, that  matter  could  be  most  appro- 
priately dealt  with  in  Committee.  If  there 
is  any  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whiether 
the  clause  ^ould  be  recommitted,  that 
matter  should  be  debated  at  the  present 
stage. 

Mr.  WATSON  (Bland).— I  am  not 
quite  certain  as  to  the  exact  stage  we  have 
reached  in  this  debate.  If  the  effect  of  my 
speaking  now  would  be  to  close  the  debate, 
I  do  not  wish  to  bring  about  that  result. 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS  (South  SydnevV 
— -I  desire  to  move  an  amendment  provid- 
ing for  the  recommittal  of  clause  32A  to 
enable  me  to  again  bring  before  the  Com- 
mittee a  new  clause  which  was  partially 
discussed  in  my  absence  on  a  previous  oc- 
casixm. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— As  there  seems  to  be 
some  uncertainty  as  to  the  rights  of  honor- 
able members  to  speak  to  the  motion,  I 
may  inform  the  House  that  the  position  is 
that  the  motion  we  are  now  discussing  was 
moved  by  the  then  Prime  Minister,  the 
honorable  member  for  Bland.  The  only 
odieT  menber  who  spoke  to  that  motion 
was  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
OcMinella,  who  concluded  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  the  whole  of  the  debate  which 
followed,  and  which  extended  over  several 
days,  was  upcm  that  amendment.  That 
being  so,  the  only  honorable  members  who 
cannot  speak  to  this  motion,  if  they  now 
desire  to  do  so,  are  the  honorable  member 
for  Bland  and  the  Minister  of  Defence. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Cbrio).— I  wish  to  move 
the  recommittal  of  clause  92,  in  order  to 
enable  me  to  submit  a  new  sub-clause,  to 
be  known  as  sub-clause  2.  I  gave  tx>tice 
of  my  amendment  to  the  late  C>>vemment, 
amf  when  the  Bill  was  originally  discussed 
in  Committee,  the  honorable  and  learned 
tnember  for  Ballarat  supported  a  proposition 


which  I  then  made  to  so  amend  the  clause 
as  to  enable  a  witness  to  give  evidence  in 
camera  if  there  was  any  duiger  of  the  dis- 
closure of  a  trade  secret  The  then  Go- 
vernment pTunised  to  recoaunit  the  clause 
if  I  defied  them  to  do  so»  and  I  am  glad 
to  say  that  I  siAsequently  prepared  an 
amendment  which  the  late  AttOTiey-Gene- 
ral  was  able  to  accept,  and  which  met,  no(. 
only  my  own  wishes,  but  t^ose  of  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Balla- 
rat. I  think  that  when  it  is  put  forward 
the  Committee  will  agree  to  it. 

Mr.  McCav. — What  is  the  amendzDent? 

Mr.  CROUCH.  — I  understood  duf 
when  I  first  mentioned  my  proposal  it 
also  had  the  support  of  the  hoiuuable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinella. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  do  ixjt  object  to  l3ie  re- 
committal. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  G.  6.  Edwakds) 

agreed  to— 

That  after  the  word  "clauses.**  line  5,  the 
figures  "jaA,"  be  inserted. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.   Csouch)  agned 

to— 

That  after  the  figorea  "9a"  the  ficnces  "92** 
be  inserted. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas).— If  the  amend- 
ment of  which  notice  has  been  given  by 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  be  carried, 
it  may  be  necessary  to  reomisiHer  clause  28, 
because  the  Bill  as  it  now  stands  gives  no 
power  to  an  enroloyer  to  sulxnit  a  diqnite 
to  the  Court  That  evideittly  is  due  to  a 
mistake  on  the  part  of  the  draftsman.  The 
difficulty  is  partly  overcome  by  para^aph 
b  of  clause  4,  which  it  is  now  propottd 
to  excise,  and  if  that  provision  be 
(Knitted  it  may  be  necessary  to  reooosider 
clause  28.    I  therefore  move — 

That  after  the  figure  "4"  the  figures  "a8" 
be  inserted. 

Amendment  agreed  to 
Mr.  McDonald  (Kennedy). — Z  move- 
That  after  die  figures  "53"  the  words  "fia, 

paragraph  b,"  be  inserted. 

My  object  is  to  secure  the  amendment  of 
paragraph  b. 

Mr.  Reid. — In  what  way? 

Mr.  McDonald.— It  will  be  time 
enough  to  discuss  the  matter  when  we  go 
into  Committee. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  merely  deuze  to  know  the 
nature  of  the  proposed  'amoKlment 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Mr.  WATSON  (Bland).— The  feeling 
I  entertain  towards  these  proposals  and  the 
Bill  generally  may  be  simply  stated.  A 
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majority  in  this  House  has  carried  provi- 
sions which  in  my  view  render  the  Bill 
absolutely  unworkable  and  valueless,  and 
I  therefore  do  not  consider  that  any  re- 
sponsibility in  connexion  with  it  rests  upon 
my  shoulders  as  a  friend  of  the  measure. 
I  contend  that  the  Bill  will  not  be  availed 
of. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^Will  the  hcmoxable  member 
mention  in  what  respect  he  omuden  it 

valueless  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  hold  that  the  amend- 
ment, carried  on  the  motion  of  tiie  honOTable 
and  learned  member  for  Corinella,  is  abso- 
lutely unworkable,  and,  so  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain  any  indication  of  the 
positiOTi  from  the  unions,  they  are  not 
likely  to  register  luider  it.  That  being  so, 
the  Bill  must  fail  in  the  object  for  which 
it  was  ostensibly  introduced.  It  can  hardly 
be  claimed  that  that  will  be  the  result 
simply  because  preference  is  denied  to  them ; 
but,  as  I  indicated  when  the  main  ques- 
titm  was  being  discussed  during  the  late 
crisis,  it  will  be  rath^  because  it  is  abso- 
lutely impossible  in  many  cases  to  prove 
when  a  unioa  oompTises  a  majority  of  those 
Mgagedin  the  trade  to  which  it  relates.  The 
bonor^Ie  member  for  Moira,  speaking  in 
Committee,  before  the  question  was  made  a 
party  one — and  therefore  I  presume  when 
he  was  free  to  express  an  opinion  based  on 
the  practical  knowledge  which  he  un- 
doubtedly possesses  

Mr.  Kennedy. — When  was  I  in  a  dif- 
ferent poiiticn? 

Mr.  WATSON.—When  party  considera- 
tions came  into  play  the  honorable  member 
seemed  to  lose  sight  of  those  aspects  of  the 
matter  which  he  had  put  forward  whilst 
speaking  in  Committee.  According  to 
Hansard,  page  2640,  he  said  on  the  23rd 
June  last,  when  discussing  the  amendment 
moved  on  clause  48  by  the  homu'able  and 
learned  member  for  CorineUa — 

I  have  said  tbat  I  have  noA  studied  the  amend- 
ment  proposedi  by  the  honorable  and  leamed 
member  for  Corinella ;  but,  from  what  I  have 
heard  of  it,  it  wonld  appeal  to  be  open  to  ob- 
jection, inasmuch  as  it  would  make  it  necessary 
to  secure  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the 
workers  in  any  particular  industry. 

Although  the  honorable  member  had  not 
studied  the  amendment  at  that  time,  he 
had  beoome  seized  of  the  crux  of  it,  namely, 
that  it  insisted  upon  a  majority  of  those 
affected  by  an  award  approving  of  any  re- 
quest for  preference.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  a  practical  man,  and  particular  at- 
7  S  a 


tention  should  therefore  be  paid  to  his 
opini<»is.  On  the  occasion  to  which  I  have 
referred,  he  went  on  to  say — 

In  the  earlier  clauses  of  the  Bill  we  have  laid 
it  down  that  100  members  may  constitute  an  or- 
ganization having  a  light  to  submit  a  proposal 
to  the  Court  If  people  are  compelled  to  go 
beyond  that  to  find  out  the  absolute  number  of 
workers  in  any  particular  industry,  thVtt  they 
may  be  able  to  prove  to  the  Court  that  they 
have  a  majority  of  those  employed  in  the  indus- 
try behind  them,  their  tasLc  would  appear  to  me 
to  be  an  almost  impossible  one. 

I  said  that  the  honorable  member  was  ab- 
solutely r^t.  If  there  is  a  majority  of 
honorable  members  bcmestly  anxious  to 
pass  a  measure  which  can  be  taken  adran- 
tage  of,  this  provision  must  be  altered. 
Htxiorable  members  have  so  far  dedded 
not  to  alter  it,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
there  is  now  no  course  open  to  those  who 
are  in  favour  of  an  effective  measure,  other 
than  to  throw  the  whole  responsibility  for 
the  failure  to  pass  such  a  measure  upon 
the  shoulders  of  those  who  have  put  this 
Bill  in  the  shape  in  whidi  it  now  appears. 
The  honorable  and  learnt  member  for 
Ballarat  is  another  witness  wbran  I  de- 
sire to  call.  The  honorable  and  leaned 
gentleman  said — 

The  Attorney -Geaeral  urged  that  the  cUnae 
propoKd  by  the  bonotable  ud  teamed  amsber 
tor  Cozinefln  was  ope«  to  objection,  because  it 

imposed  difficulties  upon  the  Court  in  the  way 
of  interpretation.  I  admit  that  it  does.  But,  I 
say  defiberatelT,/  without  any  hesitation,  that 
it  imposes  on  tne  Court  a  smaller  burden  than 
wonld  be  imposed  by  the  cUuxe  which  the  Go- 
vernment have  asked  to  substitute  for  it. 

The  latter  part  of  that  opinion  certainly 
gives  some  reason  why  the  proposal  sub- 
mitted by  the  late  Government  should  not 
have  been  accepted,  but  it  does  not  at  all 
answer  the  fact  that  the  diflSculty  exists 
in  regard  to  the  interpretation  of  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinella.  As  one 
who  was  anxious  to  see  this  Bill  passed  in 
such  a  shape  that  it  could  be  taken  ad- 
vantage of  by  the  people  generally,  and 
believing,  as  I  do,  that,  in  the  ^ape  in 
which  it  now  is,  it  cannot  be  effective,  and 
that,  so  far  as  the  great  majorit]!^  of  union- 
ists are  concerned,  no  attempt  will  be  made 
to  take  advantage  of  it,  I  sa^f  that  our  dut^, 
is  to  put  the  whole  respcnsibility  for  this 
state  of  affairs  upon  h<xiorabIe  members 
opposite,  the  wreckers  of  tSie  measure. 

Question,  as  amended,  resolved  in  the 
affirmative. 

/«  Committee — (Recommittal). 

Clause  4  (interpretation). 
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Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney— Minister  of 
External  Affairs). — The  honorable  member 
for  Bland  apparently  does  not  propose  to 
move  the  amendments  given  notice  of  by  the 
late  Government. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  propose  to  take  no  fur- 
ther part  in  it. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Watson. — We  will  not  be  parties  to 
putting  a  fraud  on  the  people. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^The  honorable  monber  ap- 
pears to  have  accepted  what  he  says  is  a 
fraud. 

Clause  28  (Disputes  of  which  the  Court 
has  cognisance). 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas). — I  mentioned 
this  clause  as  requiring  to  be  reconsidered 
on  the  assumption  that  the  amendment,  of 
which  notice  had  been  given  by  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  would  have  been  per- 
severed in.  I  do  not  intend  to  move  any 
amendment  myself,  but  I  should  like  to 
draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  as  the  Bill 
now  stands  an  employer  has  no  power  to 
submit  a  dispute  to  the  Court— it  must  be 
submitted  by  an  association  of  employers 
or  an  association  of  employes.  It  is  neces- 
sary in  the  case  of  employes  that  an  as- 
sociation should  act  for  the  whole,  because 
one  man  could  not  do  so;  but  there  may 
be  only  one  employer  who  may  have  a 
thousand  hands  in  his  employ,  and  as  a 
matter  of  right  that  employer  should  have 
the  power  of  submitting  to  the  Court  a  dis- 
pute between  himself  and  his  workmen.  As 
the  Bill  now  stands,  no  such  power  is 
given. 

Clause  agreed  ta 

Clause  37 — 

The  award  of  the  Court  shall  be  binding  on — 
(a)  all  parHes  to  the  induitrial  dispute  who 
appear  or  are  represented  before  the 

Court ; 

{b)  all  parties  who  have  been  summoned  to 
appear  before  the  Court  as  parties  to 
the  dispute,  whether  they  have  ap- 
peared in  answer  to  the  summons  or 
not,  unless  the  Court  is  of  opinion 
that  they  were  improperly  summoned 
before  it  as  parties; 

(f)  all  organizations  and  persons  on  whom 
the  award  is  declared  by  the  Court  to 
be  binding  as  a  common  rule ;  and 

{d)  all  members  of  organizations  bound  by 
the  award. 

Mr.  REID. — In  connexion  with  this 
clause  I  propose  to  adogt  the  amendment 
suggested  by  the  late  Administration.  I 

therefore  move — 

That  after  the  word  "  is,"  line  13,  the  words 
"  at  any  time,"  be  inserted. 


Paragraph  c  will  then  read — 

All  organizations  and  persons  on  whom  the 
award  u  at  any  time  declared  by  the  Court  to 
be  binding  as  a  common  rule; 

There  is  an  divious  utility  in  the  insertioa 
of  these  words,  as  otherwise  technical  ob- 
jections might  arise  as  to  the  powers  of  the 
Court  in  enforcing  its  own  orders. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  Xo. 

Clause  38 — 

When  an  award  or  order  of  a  State  Indostriil 
Authority  is  incoasistent  with  an  award  or  order 
lawfully  made  by  the  Court,  the  latter  shall  pre- 
vail, and  the  former  shall,  to  the  extent  of  the 

inconsistency,  be  invalid. 

Mr.  REID. — Two  amendments  suggested 
by  the  late  Administration  in  this  clause 
are,  in  my  opinion,  very  proper  amend- 
ments to  make.    I  move — 

That  after  the  word  "  When,"  line  i,  the  words 
"  a  Sute  law  or,"  be  inserted. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendments  (by  Mr.  Reid)  agreed  to. 

That  after  the  word  "  awards"  line  1,  the 
word  "or,"  be  left  out. 

That  after  the  word  "order,"  line  i,  the 
words  "or  determination"  be  inserted. 

Mr.  CONROY  (Werriwa).— I  point  out 
to  the  Committee  that  by  inserting  this 
clause  in  the  Bill  we  are  going  far  beycmd 
our  powers  under  the  Constitution.  This 
point  was  previously  taken  by  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Angas,  but 
honorable  members  did  not  see  fit  to  accept 
the  htmorable  and  learned  member's  view. 
I  desire  now  to  express  my  thorough  agree- 
ment with  the  position  then  taken  up  by 
the  honorable  and  learned  member.  I 
think  this  provision  is  beyond,  our  powers 
and  it  should  not  be  included  in  the  Bill. 
I  formally  record  my  objection  to  tiie  clause. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Clause  39 — 

Subject  to  the  Constitution,  no  award  of  the 
Court  shall  be  challenged,  appealed  against,  re- 
viewed, quashed,  or  called  in  question  in  any 
other  Court  on  any  account  whatever. 

Mr,  DEAKIN  (Ballarat).— I  notice  that 
the  first  words  of  this  clause,  to  wiiidi 
attention  was  drawn  when  the  Bill  was  last 
discussed  during  the  time  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment, have  not  been  withdrawn.  It 
was,  I  think,  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Indi  who  first  called  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  words  "  Subject  to  the 
Constitution"  might  convey  a  very  serious 
implication.  The  clause,  without  tht»e 
words,  is  dear ;  and  I  was  able  to 
inform  honorable  members^  when  the  Bill 
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was  last  before  ua,  of  the  cilciimstances 
under  which  the  words  were  introduced. 
The  object  was  to  satisfy  the  lay  members 
of  the  Barton  Cabinet  that  there  was 
tie  intention  to  override  the  Con- 
stitution. For  that  purpose  only  were 
the  words  introduced ;  and  I  pointed  out 
at  the  time  that  the  clause,  as  it  stood, 
would  suffice.  In  the  subsequent  discus- 
si(Hi  in  Cbmmittee,  it  was  stated  that  "  sub- 
ject to  the  ConstitutitKi  "  having  been  intro- 
duced, the  implication  on  the  part  of  the 
Court  probably  would  be  that  it  was  in- 
tended that,  even  if  the  Court  created  under 
this  Bill  were  to  override,  to  ignore,  or  to 
contravene  some  of  the  express  provisions 
of  the  Act,  its  action  could  not  be  called  in 
question  in  any  other  Court  whatever.  In 
point  of  fact,  from  the  insertion  of  these 
words  the  implication  would  be  that  the 
Court  would  not  be  subject  to  anything  ex- 
cept the  Constitution,  not  even  to  the  Bill 
under  which  it  was  created.  That  was  a  very 
serious  consideration,  and  I  followed  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Indi 
in  asking  that  special  attention  should  be 
given  to  the  point.  I  presume  that  atten- 
tion was  given  by  the  late  Government ;  but 
their  inaction  seems  to  me  suflSciently  mo- 
mentous to,  at  all  events,  call  for  explana- 
tion. I  think  it  would  require  a  good  deal 
of  argument  to  satisfy  the  Committee 
that,  when  we  are  passing  a  Bill  for  the 
purpose  of  creating  a  Court  with  certain 
very  large  and  definite  powers,  we,  at  the 
same  time,  intend  that  any  illegal  acticHi  of 
the  Court,  so  far  as  that  action  would  be 
made  illegal  by  transcending  or  violating 
part  of  this  Bill,  shall  not  be  called 
in  question  in  any  other  Court.  The 
additions  which  are  to  be  proposed  at 
the  end  of  the  clause  are  a  decided  im- 
provement, and  with  them  I  entirely  agree ; 
but  those  additions  appear  to  be  called  for 
quite  independently  of  the  words  "  Subject 
to  the  Constitution."  The  proposal  is  to 
add  two  sub-clauses  which  allow  the  Pre- 
sident, if  he  thinks  fit,  to  obtain  the 
opinion  of  the  High  Court ,  and  au- 
thorize the  High  Court  to  hear  and 
determine  the  question  and  remit  the 
opinion  to  the  President.  That  »  a  very 
useful  and  proper  provision,  but  it  does 
not  affect  the  prior  issue.  The  question 
is  whether  we  intend,  by  the  insertion  of  the 
words,  "  Subject  tb  the  Constitution,"  to  set 
the  Court  free  from  the  obligations  which 
•we  ourselves  have  so  carefully  and  elabo- 
rately set  out  in  the  Bill,  or  whether  we  do 


not  mean  w&at  the  clause  originally  said, 
namely,  that  no  dedsicm  of  the  Court  is 

to  be  challenged,  appealed  against,  or 
called  in  question  by  any  other  Court,  un- 
less the  decision  is  contrary  to  the  Constitu- 
tion —  a  restriction  which,  even  if  we 
wished,  we  could  not  evade  or  dis- 
qualify— or  contrary  to  this  Bill.  I  take 
it  that  the  intention  was — I  know  it  was  my 
intenti(»  when  the  clause  was  drafted — 
that  the  Arl»tration  Court  was  to  possess 
the  powers  set  out  in  the  Bill,  and  no 
others — just  those  powers  for  a  specified 
purpose,  and  was  not  to  be  set  free  from 
any  obligation,  or  to  be  allowed  to  create 
an  authority  for  itself  without  the  sancti(»i 
of  Parliament,  as  expressed  in  the  Bill. 
I  move — 

That  the  words  '*  Subject  to  the  Constitution  " 
be  left  oat. 

Mr.  RE  ID. — It  is  evident  that  the  words 
"  Subject  to  the  Constitution  **  may  lead 
to  confusirai,  and  as  they  are  absolutely 
unnecessary  in  any  of  the  Commonwealth 
Acts,  which  are,  every  line  and  word,  sub- 
ject to  the  Constitution,  I  aooept  the  amoid- 
ment  of  the  hcmorable  and  learned  member 
for  Ballarat. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  REID. — In  regard  to  this  clause, 
the  late  Government  made  certain  sugges- 
tions which  I  propose  to  adopt,  if  the  Com- 
mittee are  agreeable.    I  move — 

That  the  following  new  sub-clausea  be  in- 
serted : — 

"  (2)  The  President  may,  if  he  thinks  fit,  in 
any  proceeding  before  the  Court,  at  any  stage 
and- upon  such  terms  as  he  thinks  fit,  state  a  case 
in  writing  for  the  opinion  of  the  High  Court 
upon  any  question  arising  in  the  proceeding 
which,  in  his  opinion,  is  a  question  of  law. 

"  (3)  The  High  Court  shall  hear  and  deter- 
mine the  question,  and  remit  the  case  with  its 
opinion  to  the  Prnident,  and  may  make  such 
order  as  to  costs  as  it  thinks  fit." 

It  is  obviously  desirable  that  the  Presi- 
dent should  have  the  opportunity  to  take 
the  course  which  this  amendment  wwld  em- 
power him  to  take  in  the  interests  of  all 
parties,  so  that  the  law  may  be  ascertained 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment  on  perhaps 
some  vital  point. 

Mr.  HIGGINS  (Northern  Melbourne).— 
Although  the  members  of  the  late  Adminis- 
tration do  not  take  any  responsibility  for 
the  Bill  as  it  stands,  still  I  think  that  in 
courtesy  to  the  Prime  Minister,  I  ought  to 
state  that  the  words  which  he  proposes 
should  be  inserted  were  adopted  by  the  late 
Government  in  pursuance  of  the  promise 
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made  to  the  hoiK»able  and  karned  member 
for  Corinella  in  the  course  of  the  diacus- 
sion. 

Mr.  McCav. — I  think  the  promise  was 
made  to  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Darling  Downs. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— The  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Darling  Downs  also 
may  have  spoken  on  the  matter,  but  I  was 
not  aware  of  the  fact.  At  all  events,  the 
desire  was  to,  as  far  as  possible,  prevent 
litigation  in  the  ordinary  Courts  with  re- 
gard to  the  proceedings  of  the  Arbitraticm 
Court.  So  far  as  the  late  Government  were 
concerned,  they  did  not  recommend  this 
proposal,  but  simply  promised  to  submit  it 
in  pursuance  of  &e  generally  expressed  wish 
of  honorable  meml^rs,  and,  of  course,  as 
we  promised  so  we  performed.  I  should 
myself  prefer  to  omit  the  words,  inasmuch 
as  the  Judge  of  the  Arbitration  Court  will 
be  a  member  of  the  High  Court,  and  it  is 
very  improbable  that  he  will  make  a  mis- 
take in  the  law  of  any  matter  before  him. 
However,  the  C<»nmittee  now  understand 
bow  these  additional  words  came  to  be  pro- 
posed. 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Clause,  as  ammded,  agreed  lo. 

Clause  46 — 

(t)  to  fix  maximum  penalties  for  any  breach 
or  non-obser^-ance  of  any  term  of  an 
order  or  award,  not  exceeding  One 
tbousand  pounds  in  the  case  of  an  or- 
ganization or  Ten  pounds  in  the  case  of 
any  individual  member  of  an  organiza- 
tion. 

Provided  that  in  the  case  of  an  or- 

f;anization  of  employers  consisting  of 
.  ess  than  one  hundred  members,  the 
maximum  penalty  may  be  fixed  at  anv 
sum  not  exceeding  such  sum  as  woula, 
when  maltiplied  by  the  nmnbei  of 
members,  amount  to  One  thousand 
pounds. 

{d)  to  impose  penalties,  not  exceeding  the 
maximum  penalties  mentioned  in  the 
last  preceding  paragraph,  for  any 
breach  or  non-observance  of  any  term 
of  an  order  or  award  proved  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Court  to  have  been 
committed,  and  to  specify  to  whom 
such  penalties^  in  whole  ox  in  part, 
shall  be  paid. 


(/)  to  declare,  by  any  award,  that  any  prac- 
tice, regulation,  rule,  custom,  term 
of  agreement,  condition  of  employ- 
ment or  dealing  whatsoever  deter, 
mined  by  the  award  in  relation  to  any 
industrial  matter  shall  be  a  common 
rule  of  any  industry  in  connexion  with 
which  the  dispute  arises. 


{g)  to  direct  with  due  regard  lo  local  cir. 
cumstances  within  wut  limits  of  area, 
if  any,  and  subject  to  iriiat  cooditioos 
and  exceptitms,  the  common  mlr  so 
declared  shall  be  binding  upon  the 
persons  engaged  in  the  industry, 
whether  as  employers  or  employee, 
and  whether  memoen  of  an  organiza- 
tion or  not,  mad  to  fix  penalties  for 
any  breadi  at  noD-observance  of  the 
common  rule  so  declared.    .    .    .  . 

Mr.  REID.— I  move- 
That  after  the  word  "organisation,"   line  4, 
the  words  "  or  an  employer,  not  being  a  nember 
of  an  organization  bound  by  the  order  or  award." 

The  effect  of  the  amradment  is  to  make  a 
single  employer  liable  to  any  penalty 
up  to  the  maximum,  always  subject,  of 
course,  to  the  discretitm  of  the  Court. 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Amendments  (by  Mr.  Reid)  agreed  to — 

That  after  the  word  "  of,"  line  8,  the  words 
"  members  of  "  be  inserted. 

That  cfter  the  word  "penalties,"  line  17, 
the  following  words  be  inserted,  fixed  (or  if 
maximum  penalties  have  not  been  fixed  mA  ex- 
ceeding  the  maximum  penalties  which  iMnild  hare 
been  fixed)  under." 

That  the  words  "mentioned  in,**  line  it,  be 
left  out. 

That  the  words  "and  to  specify  to  whom  such 
penalties  in  whole  or  in  part  ^all  be  paid," 
paragraph  d,  be  left  out. 

That  after  the  word  "award,"  line  25,  the 
words  "  or  order "  be  inserted. 

That  the  word  "  the,"  line  39,  be  omitted 
with  a  view  lo  insert  in  lien  thereof  the  word 

"  on." 

That  the  words  '*  and  to  fix  penalties  for  any 
breadi  or  non-obsemnee  of  the  oommoD  mle  so 
declared,"  paragraph  g,  be  left  out. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  52 — 

Where  any  organization  or  person  bound  by  an 
order  or  award  has  committed  any  breach  or  non- 
observance  of  any  term  of  the  order  or  award 
for  which  the  Court  has  fixed  a  maximnm  penalty, 
proceedings  for  recovery  of  the  penalty  may  be 
taken  in  any  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  con- 
stituted by  a  police,  stipendiuy,  or  special  magis- 
trate. 

Amendment  (Jby  Mr.  Reid)  agreed  to — 

That  oil  the  words  after  the  word  "award," 
line  3,  be  left  out,  with  a  view  to  insert  in  lien 
thereof  the  words  "  any  penalties  which  the  Court 
has  power  to  impose  may  be  imposed  by  any 
Court  of  summary  jurisdiction  constituted  by  a 
police,  stipendiary,  or  special  magistrate. 

(a)  Any  such  penalty  may  be  su^  for  and  re- 
covered by — (a)  the  registrar;  or  (i)  any  organiza- 
tion which  is  affected,  or  whose  members  or  any 
of  them  are  affected,  by  the  breach  or  non-ob- 
servance; or  1^)  any  member  of  an  organitatioB 
who  is  affected  by  the  breach  or  noD-cAMerrance." 

Mr.  CONROY  (Werriwa).->It  appears  to 
me  that  this  clause,  even  as  amended,  goes 
rather  too  far. 
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Mr.  REID.-— The  object  of  the  clause  is 
to  give  power  to  the  Court  in  a  particular 
case  to  give  part  of  the  penalty  to  a  member 
of  an  organization  which  ccHnes  before  tlie 
Court,  as  distinct  from  giving  the  penalty  to 
the  organization.  The  object  is' to  meet  the 
ends  of  justice  in  particular  cases. 

Mr.  CoNBOY. — Does  it  not  go  rather  far- 
ther than  that  ?  I  am  satisfied  if  it  goes  00 
farther  than  the  amendment  indicates. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  62 — 

(1)  Any  of  the  following  associations  may,  on 
compliance  with  the  presented  conditions,  be  re- 
gistered in  the  maoner  prescribed  u  an  organixa- 
tion  : —  

{b)  Any  association  of  not  less  than  one  hun- 
dred employees  in  or  in  connexion  with  any  in- 
dustry. 

Provided  that  no  such  organization  shall  be 
entitled  to  any  declaration  of  preference  by  the 

Court  when  and  so  long  as  its  rules  or  other 
binding  decisions  permit  the  application  of  its 

funds  to  political  purposes,  or  require  its  mem- 
bers to  do  anything  01  a  political  character. 

Mr.  McDonald  (Kennedy).—!  move- 
That  all  the  words  after  "industry,"  line  7,  be 
left  out. 

When  clause  48  was  under  discussion  and 
was  carried,  the  general  impression  was 
that  it  was  going  to  be  recommitted,  and  in 
those  circumstances  this  proviso  was  in- 
alerted  in  clause  62.  In  any^  tcase,  the 
words  of  the  proviso  are  only  downright 
hypocrisy,  so  far  as  the  operation  of  the 
Bill  is  concerned- 

Mr.  McCav.— Did  not  the  honorable 
member  vote  for  their  insertion? 

Mr.  McDonald.— In  the  peculiar  cir- 
ctmistances  in  which  the  Committee  was 
placed  at  the  time,  I  could  not  do  any- 
thing else.  I  did  not  get  a  chance  to  vote 
against  them.  I  had  to  accept  either  the 
honoraUe  and  learned  gentleman's  amend- 
ment or  the  other.  I  had  to  accept 
tbe  lesser  of  two  evils.  It  is  no 
use  to  say  that  this  is  a  Conciliation 
and  ArbitraticKi  Bill,  when  it  bears 
npcxi  its  face  the  stamp  of  fraud  and 
hypocrisy.  I  desire  the  omission  of  the 
proviso  because  it  would  be  impossible  to 
put  it  into  practice;  for  everything  which 
a  trade  organization  may  do,  must  depend 
<m  political  organizaticm.  Under  these 
nircumstances.  even  if  this  proviso  were 
carried,  it  would  be  practically  useless. 

Mr.  McCAY  (Corinella— Minister  of 
Defence). — I  must  confess  that  I  am  a 
little  at  a  loss  to  understand  the  proposal 


of  the  honorable  member  for  Kennedy  to 
omit  a  proviso  for  which  he  voted.  He 
savs  that  it  was  the  lesser  of  two  evils. 
Well,  it  was  a  proviso  which  the  late  Go- 
vernment accepted. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — As  the  lesser  of  two 
evils. 

Mr.  McDonald.— They  were  in  the 
same  positicxi  as  I  was. 

Mr.  McCAY. — When  it  was  being  dis- 
cussed the  late  Government  did  not  say 
anything  about  the  proviso  being  the  lesser 
of  two  evils.  Not  one  of  them  said  at  that 
time  that  it  was  anything  but  a  good  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — I  beg  the  hoiwrable  and 
learned  gentleman's  pardon. 

Mr.  SpENCE. — How  simple  the  Ministex 
is  to  suppose  that  they  would  I 

Xlr.  McCAY. — I  am  surprised  at  the  in- 
terjection of  the  honorable  member  for  Dar- 
ling, because  X  was  certainly  tmder  the  im- 
pression— obviously  a  false  (me — that  at 
any  rate  the  prinaple  of  this  prc^posal  was 
one  which  he  favoured.  I  suppose  that  I 
misimderstood  him. 

Mr.  Spence.— I  should  think  so;  I  was 
strongly  against  it  the  whole  time. 

Mr.  McCAY.— What  was  the  position  at 
the  time  ttiis  amendment  was  carried  ?  There 
was  before  the  Committee  a  proposal  that 
I  happened  to  move  containing  exactly  the 
same  words  as  now  appear  in  this  proviso, 
with  the  exception  that  it  went  a  good  deal 
further,  and  proposed  practically  to  say  to 
unions  that  they  should  not  be  plaintiffs  in 
arbitrati<ni  court  proceeding  as  long  as 
their  rules  permitted  the  application  of  their 
funds  to  political  purp(wes,  or  required 
their  members  to  do  anything  of  a  political 
character.  The  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Darling  Downs  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  my  amoidment,  to  substitute  the 
words  which  appear  in  this  proviso — 

Shall  be  entitled  to  any  declamtion  of  prefer* 
ence  by  the  Court. 

Honorable  members  will  recollect  that  I 
moved,  as  an  amendment  to  that  amend- 
ment, to  insert  certain  words. 

Mr.  Watson.  —  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  was  prolific  in  amendments. 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  am  tt\\\  prepared  10 
stand  by  them  all  I  still  believe  that  what 
I  said  in  oomieium  with  them  was  correct* 
and  I  am  not  prepared  to  abandon  that 
opinitni  under  any  circtmistances. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Does  not  the  hcxiorable 
and  learned  gentleman  think  that  this  pio- 
vision  should  be  in  clause  48? 
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Mr.  McCAY.— I  do  not  know  whether 
it  should  be  in  clause  48  or  not,  but  it  does 
very  well  where  it  is,  so  far  as  I  am  able 
to  judge.  The  late  Administration  did  not 
propose  to  recommit  this  clause  and  alter 
the  drafting. 

Mr.  CoNKOY. — I  asked  that  it  should  be 
recommitted. 

Mr.  McCAY. — ^The  late  Administratirai, 
which  says  that  it  accepted  this  proviso  as 
the  lesser  of  two  evils,  continued  to  accept 
the  evil  when  it  proposed  to  reccnmrii  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  McDonald. — ^What  about  the  then 
Opposition  and  the  provision  relating  to 
the  railway  servants?  Are  not  honorable 
members  on  the  other  side  now  swallow- 
ing the  whole  lot? 

Mr.  McCAY.— I  shall  read  to  the  hon- 
orable member  something  that  I  said  on  the 
33rd  June. 

Mr.  Tudor.— The  Minister  of  Defence 
is  not  the  whole  of  the  Government,  is  he  ? 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  am  not,  any  more  than 
the  honorable  member  is  the  whole  uf  the 
Opposition,  even  t4iough  he  is  their  whip, 
and  a  very  important  member  olt  the  party. 

Mr.  CoNROY. — I  asked  the  late  Ministry 
to  insert  this  in  clause  48,  and  they  re- 
fused to  do  sa 

Mr.  Watson. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member  is  tied  up;  why  does  he 
not  keep  quiet? 

The  CHAIRMAN.^rder.  I  ask  hon- 
orable member,  especially  those  in  !re- 
sponsible  positicsis,  to  refrain  froJi  inter- 
changing remarks  across  the  Chamber,  and 
to  allow  the  speaker  to  proceed  with  his  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  was  saying,  when  I  was 
interrupted,  that  the  late  Administration, 
although  it  had  ample  time  for  considering 
wiiat  clauses  it  would  recommit,  and  de- 
cided, in  accordance  with  its  announce- 
ment, to  recommit  clause  48,  did  not  pro- 
pose to  reoxnmit  clause  62. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — Because  it  was  a  bar- 
gain. 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  do  not  know  why  the 
honorable  member  for  Kennedy,  who  is  a 
member  of  such  a  solid,  indivisible,  and  all- 
united  party  as  we  read  about  in  the  daily 
press  is  allowed  to  break  away  from  his 
leaders. 

Mr.  Pact. — It  refutes  the  argumrat 
about  the  caucus. 

Mr.  Frazer, — Because  we  have  free- 
dom of  acti(m. 


Mr.  McCAY. — One  is  always  pleased  to 
learn  these  things,  however  late  in  the  day. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  omdition  of  affairs 
has  been  always  existent 

Mr.  McCAY.— If  recent  evenU  have  pro- 
duced that  very  desirable  result,  they  have 
not  been  in  vain. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  has  never  been  any- 
thing different,  except  in  the  imagination  of 
the  honorable  and  learned  gentleman  and  his 
friends. 

Mr.  McCAY.— It  will  be  recollected  thai 
this  particular  amendment,  in  its  present 
form,  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  one. 
The  late  Prime  Minister  proposed  to  recon- 
sider its  verbiage  with  a  view  to  its  recom- 
mittal later  oi  if  it  were  thought  necessary, 
and,  from  circumstances  over  which  I  pre- 
sume he  had  no  control,  he  decided  at  the 
last  minute  to  accept  its  exact  verbiage,  and 
Dame  Rumour  does  say  that  it  had  some  ef- 
fect on  the  division  whidi  to6k  place  a 
few  minutes  later.  But,  apart  from  that, 
the  late  Government  accepted  this  amend- 
ment, and  the  honorable  manbers  who  spoke 
OR  it — particularly  such  members  as  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Darling 
Downs,  and  I  think  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Indi,  and  others — drew 
attention  to  the  fact  that  here  was  a  plain, 
and  a  more  proper,  dividing  line  thaa  the 
one  suggested  in  my  amendment.  I  can- 
not say  that  I  yet  agree  with  that  view. 
But,  as  I  said  long  ago,  after  the  amend- 
ment relating  to  the  raUway  servants  was 
passed,  and  bef(»e  even  clause  48  was 
dealt  with,  whether  certain  proposak 
of  mine  were  agreed  to  or  not,  I  would 
support  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill. 
I  have  no  reason  to  recede  from  the  posi- 
tion which  I  then  took  up.  I  would  ask  the 
honorable  member  for  Kennedy,  who  has 
nnw  learned  fiom  the  lips  of  the  late  At- 
torney-General, as  well  as  from  the  honor- 
able member  f<x  Bland,  that  on  a 
previous  occasion  an  agreement  was  ar- 
river]  at  that  this  particular  amendment 
chould  be  accepted,  whether  he  thinks  he 
ought  to  place  his  leaders  in  such  an  embar- 
rassing position  

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — We  are  free  from  bargains 
now. 

Mr  McDonald. — ^What  happened  to  the 
Minister  of  Defence  upon  a  former  occasion, 
when  he  left  the  Turner  Party  and  joined 
thn  McLean  Government  ? 

Mr.  McCAY. — The  honorable  member 
is  referring  to  some  action  of  mine  upon 
which  my  State  constituents  arbitrated  seve- 
ral years  ago. 
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Mr.  McDonald. — They  decided  against 
the  honorable  and  learned  member. 

Mr.  McCAY.— They  did,  and  I  did  not 
pull  a  poor  mouth  about  the  matter,  or  utter 
2uiy  complaint.  I  trust  that  whenever  I 
have  the  misfortune  to  have  a  spoonful  of 
gruel  presented  to  me  I  will  take  it  with 
the  best  possible  grace.  I  ask  the  honor- 
able member  for  Kennedy  not  to  place  his 
leaders  in  the  false  position  of  having  to 
vnte  against  an  amendment  which  they  ac- 
cepted, and  of  which  they  approved  in  the 
most  practical  way  by  declining  to  submit 
a  proposal  in  favour  of  the  recommittal  of 
the  clause. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Do  not  worry  about  tis. 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  am  not  wwrying.  The 
honorable  member,  I  understand,  wishes  me 
to  worry  about  myself,  but  I  ha\-e  not  begun 
to  do  so  yet.  I  repeat  that  the  honorable 
and  learned  memb^  for  Darling  Downs 
proposed  this  amendment,  and  that  the  late 
Administration  accepted  it.  The  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Northern  Mel- 
bourne now  declares  that  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  are  free  fnun  any  bargains 
into  which  they  previously  entered.  I  ven- 
ture to  bold  the  view  diat  they  are  not 
free*  if  they  wish  to  be  consistent. 
They  agreed  to  this  amendment,  and  they 
must  have  regarded  it,  indiWdually  at  any 
Tate,  as  a  practical  one.  I  think  that  the 
interjection  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Northern  Melbourne  was  really 
a  casual  one,  and  that  he  scarcely  con- 
siders himself  free  to  vote  against  a  pro- 
posal which  he  so  fully  accepted  on  a  for- 
mer occasion.  So  far  as  the  proviso  itself  is 
concerned,  I  think  that  the  Committee  were 
practically  agreed  not  cmly  that  it  was  jus- 
tifiable, but  that  it  was  desirable  that 
some  line  of  demarcatim  ^ould  be  drawn 
between  political  and  industrial  purposes 
in  organizations  either  of  emplo>'ers  or 
employes.  The  only  question  that  arose 
uras  as  to  where  that  line  should  be  drawn. 
T  think  it  was  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Indi  who  pointed  out  that 
here,  in  the  progress  of  an  industrial  dis- 
pute, was  reached  the  point  at  which  a 
non-member  of  a  unirai  had  a  right  to 
complain  of  being  forced — by  the  grant- 
ing of  a  preference  to  unionists— to  join  a 
iinicm.  His  view  was  that,  so  long  as 
a  man  was  not  compelled  to  join  a  union 
by  the  fact  of  a  preference  being  extended 
to  its  members,  he  was  not  concerned  with 
the  question  of  whether  politics  entered  into 
its  affairs  or  not,  but  that  the  moment  a  pre- 


ference was  granted  by  the  Court,  he  had  a 
right  to  protest  against  politics  forming  any 
part  of  its  platform.  Here,  therefore,  he 
urged,  a  point  was  reached,  at  which  not 
only  was  it  permissible,  but  absolutely  pro- 
per, that  a  line  of  demarcation  should  be 
drawn.  I  thoroughly  agree  with  that  view. 
Personally,  I  thought  that  the  point  should 
have  been  reached  earlier.  I  know  that 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  agrees  with 
me  that  no  man  should  feel  that  he  is  bound 
to  join  a  union  in  order  to  obtain  work, 
if  that  union  exists  for  political  purposes. 
Under  this  provision,  therefwe,  if  not  at 
an  earlier  stage,  the  pure  I  y  industrial 
character  of  the  Bill  should  begin. 

Mr.  Spence. — Does  the  Minister  know 
any  union  that  has  not  political  objects  ? 

Mr.  McCAY. — Upon  a  forma:  occasion 
the  honorable  member  himself  made  a  long 
speech  to  show  that  unions  were  not  poli* 
tical  organizations.  I  recollect  very  well 
when  he  spoke  from  the  Government 
benches,  because  I  occupied  a  seat  in  the 
Ministerial  comer. 

An  H0NORAB1.E  Member. — ^Why  was  the 
Minister  there? 

Mr.  McCAY.— I  occupied  that  seat  in 
order  that  I  might  hear  the  honorable  mem- 
ber to  better  advantage.  I  wanted  to  hear 
what  he  had  to  say.  After  he  had  resimied 
his  seat  I  had  the  honour  to  rise  and  to  ad- 
dress myself  to  the  same  question.  I  re- 
member that  I  discussed  the  question  of 
whether  trades  unions  were  political  or- 
ganizations, and  in  doing  so  I  referred  to 
the  Australian  Workers'  Union.  The  hon- 
orable member  thereupon  handed  me  their 
deed  of  associatitui,  in  order  that  I  might 
read  for  myself,  and  learn  that  it  was  not 
a  political  body.  I  read  a  number  of  the 
objects  of  that  union,  and  it  seemed  to  me 
that  it  did  partake  of  the  nature  of  a  poli- 
tical organization. 

Mr.  Spence. — Nobody  has  ever  denied 
that 

Mr.  McCAY. — The  honorable  member 
wished  us  to  believe  that  it  was  not  a  poli- 
tical body. 

Mr.  Spence. — No;  I  pointed  out  that 
in  New  South  Wales  a  certain  portion  of 
its  funds  were  devoted  to  political  pur- 
poses. 

Mr.  McCAY. — ^The  h(HK>rable  member 
urged  that,  except  in  New  South  Wales  andi 
Queensland,  trades  unions  were  not  politi- 
cal organizations.  I  am  sorry  that  I  have 
not  had  time  to  obtain  a  few  quotations  from 
Hansard  upon  this  point,  but  it  was  only 
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when  the  honorable  member  for  Kennedy 
propcoed  the  rec(»nmittal  of  the  clause  that 
I  realized  it  would  be  raised,  and  even 
then  I  did  not  anticipate  that  the  Op* 
position  would  take  up  such  an  unfriendly 
attitude  towards  the  Bill.  The  positicm 
is  that  after  long  debate,  and  earn- 
est consideration,  this  Committee,  by  a 
majority  of  one,  accepted  the  amendment 
in  its  present  form,  as  compared  with  the 
amendment  in  a  strwiger  form.  If  par- 
liammtary  procedure  means  anything,  I 
may  therefore  claim  that  the  whole  Com- 
mittee were  then  agreed  that  some  limita- 
tion was  desirable. 

Mr.  Frazes. — The  amendment  was  only 
carried  by  a  majority  of  one. 

Mr.  McCAY. — But  those  honorable 
members  who  ocmstituted  the  minority,  de- 
aited  to  obtain  a  still  greater  measure  of 
restrictim.  The  amendment  in  its  pre- 
sent form  represents  the  mtnimnm  restric- 
ticxi  wMch  the  Committee  would  sanction. 
If  the  honorable  member  for  Kennedy  in- 
sists upon  pressing  his  proposal  to  a  di- 
vision, I  venture  to  say  that  honorable 
members  will  practically  unanimously  con- 
firm the  decision  at  which  they  formerly 
arrived,  after  a  prolonged  debate  which 
extended  over  two  or  three  days.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  honorable  members  who  then 
pointed  out  so  clearly  that  this  was  the 
proper  point  at  which  to  draw  the  line  of 
demarcation,  still  entertain  that  opinion. 

Ut.  ROBINSON  (Wannon).— I  have 
just  spent  two  or  three  minutes  in  looking 
fip  the  Hansard  report  of  the  discussicm 
upon  this  amendcnent,  and  I  must  say  that 
I  am  astounded  at  the  attitude  which  has 
been  taken  up  by  honorable  members  op- 
posite. No  doubt  the  Committee  will  re- 
collect the  debate  which  took  place  upon  a 
fiumer  oocaaion.  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Angas  moved  an 
amendment  to  limit  the  organizations  which 
could  register  to  organizaticms  which  were 
constituted  solely  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Act.  The  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Corinella  moved  a  lesser  amendment, 
prc^ibiting  organizations  which  had  politi- 
cal aims  or  (Ejects  from  coming  before  the 
Court.  Then  the  honorable  and  learned 
members  for  Darling  Downs  and  Indi  pre- 
pared an  amendment  to  the  effect  that  no 
organizatiai  should  be  allowed  to  ask  for 
preference  if  it  were  a  political  orgaiuza- 
tion.  The  reasons  which  they  gave  are 
fully  set  out  in  Hansard  The  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Darling  Downs  is 


reported  on  page  2918  of  that  record  to 
have  said — 

For  my  part,  I  should  prefer  tbat  tmioiiB  dMoId 
not  have  political  rules.  At  the  same  tine,  I 
say  that  if  theie  ts  a  large  organizatton,  compos- 
ing nearly  all  the  employes  engaged  in  a  tpcci&e 
trade,  and  if  they  have  political  objects  ia  view, 
I  do  not  believe  that  when  they  come  before  tbe 
Court  for  a  decision  in  an  indosttial  diqiotc  ibe 
Court  will  be  actuated  in  any  way  by  a  ooaudeia- 
tion  of  tbe  politics  of  the  anion. 

Later  on,  he  said — 

I  a^ain  point  out  that  the  difficulty  can  arise 
only  in  connexion  with  the  giving  of  a  prefer- 
ence to  nnionists.  I  dionld  like  to  aik  the  Minis, 
ter  of  External  Affairs,  who  is  at  present  in 
charge  of  tbe  Bill,  if  be  will  consider  tbe  adviv 
ability  of  dealing  with  this  difficulty.  Could 
we  not  provide  that,  where  unions  are  political 
bodies,  no  preferences  shall  be  given  them  until 
the  objectionable  political  features  are  reoKiTed 
from  tbeir  mles? 

So  that  the  first  suggesticm  came  from  tbe 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Darling 
Downs.     He  continued — 

The  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Indi 
and  I  have  given  this  matter  considerable  con. 
stderation.  We  have  tried  to  see  whether  we 
could  not  meet  what  ti  the  sabitantial  objeetiaD 
against  tbe  clause. 

Later  on,  he  said — 

When  we  come  again  to  deal  with  the  question 
of  preference  to  unionists,  what  I  desire  to  see 
carried  is  an  amendment  which  will  provide  that 
no  preference  of  any  description  whatever  shxll 
be  given  to  a  union  if  by  rale  its  funds  may  be 
appropriated  in  whole  or  in  part  for  political 
objects. 

Mr.  Lonsdale.— They  could  be  political  up  to 
the  last  moment,  and  then  be  dropped. 

Mr.  GROOM.— So  lon|;  as  tbey  do  not  ask 
for  preference  as  a  political  arganixatiaa,  no 
harm  will  be  done. 

The  then  Prime  Minister  spoke  on  the  sub- 
ject on  the  same  day.  His  remarks,  as  re- 
ported on  page  2945  of  Hansard^  are  most 
interesting.     They  are  as  follows: — 

The  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Dar* 
ling  Downs  put  forward  an  idea  in  regard  to  pre- 
ference for  unionists.  In  my  opinion  these  two 
matters  are  largely  bound  up,  as  was  rightly 
indicated  by  the  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney,  and  I  think  I  am  therefore  justified 
in  saying  a  word  or  two  in  regard  to  them.  As 
I  understand  it,  the  view  put  forward  by  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Darling 
Downs  was  that  we  should  make  some  attempt  to 
safeguard  tbe  non-unionist  from  preference  to 
unionists  being  (granted  to  his  detriment,  and  that 
would  obviate  the  necessity  for  the  amendments 
which  are  now  before  the  Committee. 

Then  he  is  repc^ed,  on  page  2946,  to  have 
said— 

I  am  quite  prepared  to  meet  tbe  positim  by 
agreeing  to  an  amendment  that  will  secure  that 
no  preference  shall  be  granted  to  a  union  while 
there  is  anythbig  in  its  rules  to  which  leawaable 
objection  can  be  taken. 
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Mr.  Frazer. — Why  does  not  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  quote  the  extract 
at  the  top  of  the  page? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.  —  He  said  that  he 
would  much  prefer  that  there  should  be  no 
limitation  whatever  cm  preference.  Then 
be  told  the  House  that  he  was  prepared  to 
accept  m  amendment  to  the  effect  that  no 
preference  should  be  given  to  a  unicm,  if 
there  was  anjrthing  of  a  political  character 
in  its  rules.  The  next  person  to  come  on 
the  scene  was  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Indi,  who  is  repented  on  page 
2956  to  have  said — 

I  see  no  reasoo  for  denying  them — the  trades 
unions — access  to  the  Court,  no  matter  what  their 
political  faith  may  be.  But  the  moment  they 
a&k  for  an  advantage  or  a  preference;  the  mo- 
nent  tbe^  say,  "  We  .want  lomething  more  than 
a  non-tmionut  can  K't,"  then  coercion  commences, 
if  they  get  it.  If  the  Court  gives  it  to  them 
it  says  to  other  workers,  "Yon  shall  not  get 
equal  rights  unless  you  join  an  organization."  If 
that  organization  has  a  compulsory  political  plat- 
form it  is  not  giving  political  freedom  to  the 
outuder,  and  we  should  prohibit  preference  under 
any  circumstances,  so  Umg  as  that  political  plat- 
form  exists. 

I  think  that  that  is  a  position  which  every 
honorable  member  on  this  side  of  the 
Chamber  indorses.    He  further  said — 

The  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Darling 
Downs  has  been  good  enough  to  associate  himself 
with  me  in  trying  to  frame  an  amendment  which 
I  intend  to  propose,  and  which  I  understand  the 
Prime  Minister  is  willing  to  accept. 

He  quoted  the  amendment,  which  is  as 
follows : — 

No  preference  shall  be  declared  to  any  or- 
ganisation under  this  Aet  if  its  rules,  decisions, 
or  practices,  or  any  of  them  provide  for  or  per- 
mit eidur  tiie  application  or  appropriation  of  its 
.  funds,  or  any  part  ttereof,  for  any  political  pur- 
pose whatever,  or  any  political  aetioa  on  the  part 
of  the  organization. 

That  is  going  as  far  as  any  honorable  mem- 
ber on  this  side  of  the  Chamber  wishes  to 
go  the  present  time.  On  page  395?) 
he  is  reported  to  have  said — 

I  should  much  like  to  see  no  preference,  if  it 
could  possibly  be  avoided.  I  uunk  that  prefer- 
ences ought,  in  any  case,  to  be  most  sparingly 
dealt  out. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — ^If  it  were  possible  to  have 
no  evasion  of  this  Act,  I  should  be  glad 
to  see  no  preference,  but  preference  is 
necessary  in  srane  cases  to  prevent  the  eva- 
sion of  the  Act. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— Most  of  us  would 
agree  to  that.  On  the  night  when  the  divi- 
sion was  taken,  the  then  Prime  Minister 
said  again  that  he  was  prepared  to  accept 
the  amendment  The  present  Prime 
Minister  chaiFed  him  for  surrendering  his 


principles,  but  he  became  indignant,  and 
denied  in  the  most  vigorous  language  that 
he  had  surrendered  his  principles.  To  quote 
from  pages  3028-9  of  Jiansardt  he  said — 

I  say  that  the  proposal  put  forward  by  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Darling 
Downs,  and  the  spirit  of  which  was  accepted  by 
me  last  evening,  ts  quite  in  consonance  with  the 
views  which  I  expressed  in  Sydney,  I  tibink, 
eu;hteen  nionths  when  a  matter  cropped  up 
anecting  this  parttcular  question,  or  a£Fectuig  tlie 
aspect  of  it  now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  HuifE  Cook. — Is  he  rejecting  it 
now? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— He  is  giving  a  good 
deal  of  covert  support  to  the  proposal 
to  reject  it.  I,  therefore,  say  that 
the  twin  leaders  of  the  Opposition  were 
in  harmony  in  support  of  this  particular 
sub-clause,  and  that  it  was  prepared 
by  the  two  best  friends  in  the  Opposition 
corner  possessed  by  the  then  Government; 
and  as  it  was  e]diaiistively  debated,  the 
c(Hiclusion  come  to  npcm  it  is  one  upon 
which  I  do  not  think  the  Committee  should 
go  back,  more  particularly  as  the  then  Go- 
vernment did  not  propose  to  recommit  the 
clause. 

Question — That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  clause — put. 
The  C<»nmittee  divided. 

Ayes     ...  ...  ...  31 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  x6 


Majority 

Chapman,  A. 
Coaroy,  A.  H.  B. 
Cook.  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Edwards,  G.  B. 
Edwards,  R. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Forrest,  Sir  T. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Gibb,  J. 

Glynn,  P.  ftCcM. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 
Lee,  H.  W. 
Liddell,  F. 

Brown,  T. 
Carpenter,  W.  H. 
Fisher,  A. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Higgins,  H.  B. 
Mnloney,W.  R.  N. 
O'Malley,  King. 
Page.  J. 

'Harper,  R. 
Phillipst  F. 


Ans. 

Lonsdale,  E. 

McCay,  J.  W. 
11,  ).  H. 


'5 


McColl,  , 
McLean,  A. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Skene,  T. 
Smith,  B. 
Smith,  S. 
Thomson,  D. 
Turner,  Sir  G. 
Willis,  H. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

Tellers : 
Kennedy,  T. 
Robinson,  A. 

Noes. 

Poynton,  A. 
Ranald,  J.  B. 
Thomson,  D.  A. 
Watkins,  D. 
Webster,  W. 

Teltert: 
McDonald,  C. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 

Pubs. 

I  Isaacs,  I.  A. 

I  Lyne,  Sir  W.  J. 
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Question  so  resotved  in  the  affirmative. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Clause  67 — 


(a)  The  Cooxt  ihall  hear  the  application,  and 
if  it  is  of  opinitm  that  the  registration  should 
be  cancelled,  it  shall  so  order,  and  thereupon 
the  registration  of  the  organization  under  this 
Act  shall  be  cancelled,  but  bo  that  the  cancella. 
tion  shall  not  relieve  the  organization  or  any 
member  thereof  from  the  obligation  to  comply 
with  anv  award,  or  from  any  penalty  or  liability 
incurred  prior  to  the  cancellation. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Reid)  agreed  to — 

That  all  the  words  after  "  shall  be  cancelled  " 
be  omitted,  with  a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
the  following  new  sub^ilauses  : — 

"  (3}  Where  the  Regiitrar  has,  on  application 
made  to  him,  refused  to  make  an  application  for 
the  cancellation  of  the  registration  of  an  organi- 
zation, the  Court  may,  ii  it  thinks  fit,  on  the 
application  of  any  organization  or  person  inter- 
ested, order  that  the  registration  of  the  first- 
mentioned  organization  under  this  Act  be  can- 
celled, and  thereupon  the  -registration  of  the 
organization  shall  be  cancelled. 

"(4)  The  cancellation  shall  not  relieve  the 
organization  or  any  member  thereof  from  the 
obligation  to  comply  with  any  award,  or  from 
any  penalty  or  liability  incurred  prior  to  the 
cancellation." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 
Clause  68 — 

During  the  pendency  of  any  dispute  or  matter 
before  the  Court,  no  application  to  cancel  the 
registration  of  an  organization  which  is  a  party 
thereto  shall  be  made  or  received,  and  no  resig- 
nation of  or  discharge  from  the  membership  of 
any  such  organization  shall  have  effect. 

Amendment  (by  Kir.  Reid)  agreed  ta 
That  the  words  "  no  application  to  cancel  the 
registration  of  an  organization  which  is  a  party 
thereto  shall  be  made  or  received,  and,"  be  left 
out. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to.  • 
Clause  90 — 

No  person  shall  wilfully  insult  or  disturb  the 
Court,  or  interrupt  the  proceedings  of  the  Court, 
or  use  an^  insulting  language  towards  the  Court, 
or  by  writing  or  speech  use  words  calculated  to 
improperly  influence  the  Court  or  the  members 
thereof,  or  any  witness  before  the  Court,  or  to 
bring  the  Court  into  disrepute,  or  be  guilty  in 
any  manner  of  any  wilful  contempt  of  the  Court. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Reid)  agreed  to — 

That  the  words,  "  the  members  thereof,"  be 
omitted,  with  a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the 
words  "  any  assessor." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  92 — 

No  evidence  relating  to  anjr  trade  secret,  or  to 
the  profits  or  financial  position,  of  any  witness 
or  party,  shall  be  disclosed  except  to  the  Court 
or  published  without  the  consent  of  the  person 
entitled  to  the  trade  secret  or  non.disclosure. 

Penalty  :  Five  hundred  pounds  or  three  months' 
imprisonment. 


Amendment  (by  Mr.  Cfioucu)  agreed  ta 

That  the  following  new  lub-clause  be  added  :— 
"  (2)  All  such  evidence  shall,  if  the  witaeia  oa 
party  so  reqnetts,  be  taken  in  private." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 
Schedule  B— 

The  name  of  every  registered  organization 
shall  ccmtain  the  name  of  the  industry  in  coo- 
nexion  with  which  it  is  established,  and  shall 
also  contain  the  word  "  employers "  or  **  em- 
ployees "  as  the  case  may  be. 


Mr.  REID.— I  move- 
That  the  words  "  and  shall  also  contain  the 

word  *  employers '  or  *  employees,*  as  the  case 

may  be,"  be  left  out. 

We  quite  agree  with  the  late  Government, 
that,  if  this  requirement  were  insisted  upon, 
in  every  case,  it  would  cause  iixxmvenience. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Schedule,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Reid)  agreed  to — 

That  the  folowing  new  clause  be  inserted  : — 
"  52A.  Where  the  Court,  or  any  Court  of  sum- 
mary jurisdiction,  imposes  any  penalty  for  ao^ 
breach  or  non-observance  of  any  term  of  an 
order  or  award,  it  may  order  that  the  penalty, 
or  any  part  thereof,  be  paid  into  the  Ctmsofi- 
dated  Revalue  Fund,  or  to  such  organization  or 
person  as  is  specified  in  the  order." 

Mr.  REID.— I  move— 

That  the  following  new  clause  be  inserted  : — 
"  C)5A.  For  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  a  Sute 
Court  or  Magistrate,  whose  jurisdiction  is 
limited,  as  to  area,  subject-matter,  or  parties, 
to  any  part  of  a  State,  shall  be  deemed  to  have 
jurisdiction  throughout  the  State. 

Provided  that  on  the  hearing  of  any  proceed- 
ing in  a  Court  of  summary  jurisdiction  for  the- 
recovery  of  any  penalty,  fine,  fee,  levy,  or  due, 
the  Court,  if  in  the  interests  of  justice  it  thinks  fit. 
majr  adjourn  the  hearing  to  a  Court  of  minunary 
jurisdiction  to  be  held  at  some  other  place  in 
the  same  State." 

I  may  explain  that  the  object  of  this  new- 
clause  is  to  destroy  the  rigidity  of  States 
boundaries,  in  order  to  promote  the  elasti- 
city of  Federal  administration. 
Proposed  new  clause  agreed  to. 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS  (South  Sydney). 
— I  move — 

That  the  following  new  clause  be  inserted  : — 
"  ■^2A. — (1)  Whenever  the  President  or  Court 
shall  so  require  the  parties  to  any  industrial  dis- 
pute shall  each  supnhr  written  proposals  for  the 
settlement  of  the  different  points  in  dispute,  or 
offers  of  compromise,  stating  the  full  extent  of 
any  compromise  which  they  are  willing  to  make 
on  any  such  points.    Penalty  :  £100. 

"(3)  If  any  proposals  or  offers  are  supplie<f 
pursuant  to  the  preceding  sub-section,  and  the  Court 
afterwards  proceeds  to  an  award,  then  the  award 
on  each  point  in  dispute  shall  be  one  or  the  other 
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of  the  proposals  for  settlement  or  offers  of  com- 
promise so  supplied,  unless  the  Court  shall,  for 
special  reasons,  see  fit  to  expressly  decide  to  the 
contrary." 

The  proposed  new  clause  embodies  a  prin- 
ciple which  I  have  endeavoured  from  the 
first  to  have  inserted  in  the  Bill.  X  have 
somewhat  recast  my  original  proposal, 
owing  to  certain  strictures  passed  upon  it 
the  hcKKMrable  and  learned  member  for 
Indi,  when  it  was  previoudy  before  the 
Committee.  It  does  not  often  happen  that 
I  am  absmt  from  the  House,  but,  unfortu- 
nately, I  was  not  present  on  the  occasion  to 
which  I  refer,  and  I  do  not  think  that  the 
principle  underlying  my  proposition  re- 
ceived that  consideration  which  it  merited. 
It  is  for  that  reason  that  I  have  again  Sub- 
mitted it.  The  proposed  new  clause,  as 
orig^ally  framed,  dealt  merely  with  efforts 
at  compromise:  It  was  drafted  by  the 
right  honorable  member  fot  Adelaide,  and 
carried  out  entirely  what  I  had  in  view. 
Any  effort  at  settlement  made  under  the 
direction  of  the  Court  would  necessarily 
be  in  the  direction  of  a  comprc»nise, 
even  if  it  did  not  recede  one  iota 
fr<Hn  the  original  effort  which  the  party 
in  question  might  have  made.  To  do  away 
with  the  criticism  to  which  my  first  pro- 
posal was  subjected  by  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Indi  and  several  others, 
I  have  so  re-cast  the  clause  that  it  will  cover, 
not  only  an  effcHt  to  compromise,  but  any 
effort  that  may  be  made  subject  to  the  con- 
ditions of  the  clause.  It  is,  to  my  mind, 
a  complete  refutation  of  the  charge  levelled 
against  me  by  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  West  Sydney,  that  a  vote  given 
\>y  me  on  another  clause  showed  that  I  de- 
sired to  destroy  the  Bill.  I  think  that  this 
proposal,  which  has  been  before  the  House 
from  the  first,  must  show  that  X  am  a  friend 
of  this  class  of  legislati(»i — a  greater  friend 
than  are  many  of  those  who  have  denounced 
my  advocacy  of  the  measure  as  political 
hypocrisy.  I  should  like  to  briefly  review 
some  of  the  main  provisions  of  the  Bill  in 
order  to  show  why  my  proposal  should  be 
adopted.  It  does  not  involve  the  fate  of 
any  Ministry.  It  has  been  brought  for- 
ward by  an  obscure  member  of  the  House, 
and  I  am  afraid  on  that  account 
that  it  will  not  receive  that  con- 
sideration whidi  it  deserves;  but  I  feel 
sure  that  sane  such  principle  as  that 
underlying  my  proposal  will  ultimately  be 
embodied  in  legislation  of  this  class,  or  it 
must  necessarily  break  down.  It  is  for 
this  reason  that  I  desire,  carefully  and  sin- 


cerely, to  point  out  what  are  my  reasons  for 
endeavounng  to  secure  the  insertion  of  this 
principle,  or  something  as  closely  akin  to 
it  as  the  Committee  will  accept,  in  this 
Bill.  The  Bill  is  entitled,  "  A  Bill  for  an 
Act  relating  to  Cmciliatifm  and  Arbitra- 
tion," and  honorable  members  should  be 
sufficiently  aware  of  its  contents  to  know 
how  much  of  it  really  deals  with  omcilia- 
tion.  The  word  "conciliation  "  appears  in 
the  title  of  the  Bill,  and  alai  in  the  intro- 
ductory provisions  contained  in  clause  3, 
sub-clause  3 — 

To  provide  for  the  exercise  of  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Court  by  conciliation  with  a  view  to 
amicable  agreement  between  the  parties. 

No  further  reference  to  conciliation  is  to 
be  found  in  the  Bill  until  clause  32  is 
reached.  The  intervening  provisions  deal 
entirely  with  arbitration,  but  in  clause  32 
we  have  this  reference  to  conciliation — 

The  Court  shall,  in  such  manner  as  it  thinks 
fit,  carefully  and  expeditiously  hear,  inquire 
into,  and  investigate  every  industrial  dispute  of 
which  it  has  cognisance,  and  all  matters  affecting 
the  merits  of  the  dispute,  and  the  right  settle- 
ment thereof. 

Then  ui  sub-clause  3  there  is  a  further  re- 
ference to  conciliati(») — 

In  the  course  of  such  hearing  inquiry  and  in- 
vestigaHon  the  Court  shall  make  all  such  sugges- 
tions and  do  all  such  things  as  appear  to  it  to  be 
right  and  proper  for  reamciliatmg  the  parties 
and  for  inducing  the  settlement  of -the  dispute  by 
amicable  agreement. 

If  this  Bill  were  consistent,  part  with  part, 
one  would  expect  a  clause  like  this,  declar- 
ing the  general  scope  of  the  Court,  to  be 
followed  by  further  provisions  relating  to 
conciliation,  and  providing  for  regulatiims 
dealing  with  the  subject.  But  so  far  from 
that  being  the  case,  we  find  that  there  is 
only  one  further  reference  to  conciliatitxi  in 
the  Bill.  It  is  to  be  found  in  clause  42, 
which  provides  that — ■ 

The  Court  may  temporarily  refer  any  matters 
before  it  to  a  Conciliation  Committee  consisting 
of  an  equal  number  of  representatives  of  em- 
ployert  and  employees,  who  shall  endeavour  to 
reconcile  the  parties. 

Seeing  that  outside  the  title  of  the  Bill 
itself  only  two  definite  references  to  con- 
ciliati(m  are  to  be  found  in  the  measure,  I 
think  it  has  no  right  to  the  name  which  it 
bears,  unless  we  make  provision  for  some- 
thing in  the  directicxi  at  which  my  proposal 
aims.  Setting  aside  for  the  mbmmt  the 
scope  of  the  Bill  itself,  and  referring  to 
the  operation  of  such  legislaticxi  in  New 
Zealand,  New  South  Wales,  and  elsewhere, 
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we  find  that  unless  it  provides  some  means 

to  induce  the  settlement  of  disputes  so  far 
as  possible  by  conciliation,  the  Conciliation 
and  ArUtrations  Courts  become  congested 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  the  legis- 
lation under  which  they  exist  inoperative 
and,  indeed,  a  perfect  farce.  There  are 
disputes  now  awaiting  settlement  in  the 
Condliation  and  Arbitration  Court  of  New 
South  Wales  with  which  the  parties  are 
luiable  to  do  anything,  f>ecause  they  know 
that  in  some  cases  it  is  impossible  for  the 
Court  to  take  any  step  towards  their  settle- 
ment for  a  period  of  about  two  years.  My 
desire  is  to  bring  about  a  settlement  of  dis- 
putes by  some  rough  and  ready  means  of 
natural  justice.  During  the  discussion  of 
another  clause,  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  f<x  West  Sydney  inquired  what  was 
"  natural  justice ' '  in  the  view  of  the  hoa- 
orable  member  who  was  using  that  term? 
By.  the  term  "natural  justice,"  in  its 
application  to  the  propc»ed  new  clause,  I 
mean  that  we  should  endeavour  to  put  the 
parties  to  a  dispute  in  such  a  position  that 
they  cannot  attempt  to  gain  any  benefit  fw 
themselves  that  will  not  in\-olve  a  corre- 
sptxiding  benefit  to  the  other  side  should 
they  fail  in  their  endeavour.  Although  this 
may  seem  a  somewhat  novel  proposition  to 
introduce  in  the  statute-book  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, I  may  point  out  that  the  main 
principle  underlying  it  can  be  found  in  le- 
gislation in  force  elsewhere,  and  that  it  is 
embodied  more  or  less  in  many  of  the  enact- 
ments of  the.  States  Parliaments  of  Aus- 
tralia. I  have  previously  pointed  out  that 
we  find  it  in  the  old  law  of  the  Athenian 
democracy.  A  party  diarged  with  an  of- 
fence during  the  fierce  democratic  struggles 
which  prevailed  in  those  days,  had  a  right 
to  plead  guilty  <x  not  guilty,  and  to  have 
his  case  decided  accordingly,  or  to  go  fur- 
ther, and  to  naAK  a  minor  penalty  as  cj  ii- 
pared  with  that  affixed  by  the  complainant, 
who  acted  the  part  of  public  prosecutor. 
It  is  well  known  to  honorable  members  that 
Socrates,  the  philosopher,  when  charged 
with  an  (rffence  against  the  laws  of  his 
State — the  offence  of  rorrupting  the  youth 
—-had  the  penalty  of  death  nominated 
against  him  by  the  parties  who  had  insti- 
tuted the  proceedings.  It  was  th«i  open 
to  him  to  plead  guilty,  and  to  nominate  a 
far  less  drastic  penalty,  and  that  having  been 
done,  the  dycastery,  or  jury,  might  have 
extended  mercy  to  him,  knowing  that  the 
prosecution  was  more  or  less  a  political  one. 
In  that  way  Socrates  might  have  saved  his 
life,  but  in  a  spirit  of  philosophical  oon- 
Mr.  G.  B,  Edwardt. 


tempt  for  the  prosecution,  be  nominated  a 

penalty  so  low  that  the  dycasteiy  refused  t> 
accept  it,  and  he  went  to  his  <Kath. 

Mr.  Deakin. — He  demanded  to  be  treated 
as  a  public  benefactor. 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS.  —  That  is  wo. 
He  demanded  to  dine  at  the  PrytMmmm 
at  the  puMic  cost  That  is  an  in- 
stance of  the  introductioa  of  a  prin- 
ciple, very  .  similar  to  that  whidi  I 
advocate,  in  the  criminal  law  of  a  very  ad- 
vanced state  of  civilization,  and  of  resort 
being  had  to  it  for  a  very  good  purpose: 
to  mitigate  the  severity  of  the  potitkai 
strife  whidi,  in  some  instances,  led  to  the 
institution  of  these  criminal  prosecutions. 
I  desire  to  refer  to  one  of  the  fea- 
tures of  the  oldest  legislation  of  which  we 
know.  A  book  entitled  The  First  of  Em- 
pireSf  wbidi  has  recently  been  placed  on 
the  shelves  of  the  Parliammtary  Library, 
gives  a  description  of  a  system  of  leasing, 
ur^ler  impi*ov^»it,  wUdi  prevailed  in 
olden  days,  and  in  which  the  \'ery  principle 
I  am  now  advocating  \vas  observed.  These 
Laws  of  Kammurami,  the  first  known  laws 
that  have  been  recovered  from  the  ruins 
of  ancient  empires,  embodied  a  principle 
under  which  a  man  took  a  lease  of 
land  to  lay  out  as  an  orchard,  under 
all  the  circumstances  in  which  land  is 
taken  up  to-day  for  improveraoit  purposes. 
The  condition  in  most  of  the  leases  was 
that  in  ten  years'  time  half  the  land  was 
to  revert  to  the  original  holder.  In  order 
that  the  original  holder  might  have  the  full 
benefit  of  the  improvemmts  effected  upon 
the  land  it  was  left  to  the  lessee  to  divide 
the  land  in  halves,  and  then  the  original 
holder  selected  which  of  the  halves  he 
would  take.  There,  again,  there  was 
applied  this  principle  of  a  rough  natural 
justice,  under  whidi  the  (Mrties  oonouned 
were  able  to  compose  thnr  disputes  without 
going  through  the  formality  of  fighting  them 
cut  in  a  court  of  law. 

Mr.  HtcGiNS. — But  it  was  a  very  bad 
code  of  law ;  they  had  no  core,  no  pay  for 
doctors. 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS.— It  is  true  that 
they  had  that  rule ;  but  that  does  not  affect 
my  present  Hne  of  argumoit.  Cooling 
nearer  to  our  own  times,  in  fact  to  the  legis- 
lation of  the  various  States  forming  the 
Commonwealth,  honorable  members  are 
aware  that  we  have  a  similar  priitdple 
embodied  in  the  Custtuns  Acts  of  many  of 
the  States,  though  I  do  not  know  that  it 
is  to  be  ftmnd  in  the  Gommonweahfa  Cus- 
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toms  Act.   Under  many  of  the  States  Cus- 
toms Acts  it  was  left  to  the  importer  to 
value  his  own  goods.   The  only  check  upon 
him  was  that  if  the  State  authorities  diose 
they  oould  say,  "  We  think  you  are  under- 
valuing your  goods,"  and  they  oould  thai 
put  a  10  per  cent,  advance  upon  them,  and 
take  over  the  goods  at  the  importer's  valu- 
ation, plus  the  advance.   This,  again,  was 
a  rough  and  ready  natural  way  of  securing 
a  just  valuation  of  the  goods  by  putting 
the  impcnter  in  such  a  position  that  unless 
<he  put  a  fair  valuation  on  his  goods  he  ran 
the  risk  of  incurring  the  injustice  he  was 
endeavouring  to  infiict  upon  the  State,  by 
having  his  goods  taken  from  him  at  a  slight 
advance  upon  his  valuation.      The  same 
principle  has  been  adopted  in  the  matter 
of  land  tax  assessments  in  Australia,  and  in 
the  neighbouring  Colony  of  New  Zealand. 
The  land-owner  is  allowed  to  assess  himself 
at  what  rate  he  pleases.    If  the  State  autho- 
rities o(»isider  that  he  has  grossly  under- 
valued'his  property,  they  can  add  a  slight 
percentage  to  his  valuation,  and  take  over 
the  property.    Though  I  have  not  seen  the 
Act,  I  am  told  that  some  fourteen  years  ago, 
in  New  Sout4i  Wales,  when  it  was  found 
necessary  to  resume  many  of  the  extrava- 
gantly large  leasdiolds  that  had  been  given 
to  pet^le  in  the  early  days,  it  was  decided 
that,  although  the  tx^  area  should  not  be 
resumed,  it  would  be  wise  in  the  interests 
of  the  State  to  resume  at  least  half.  Here, 
again,  it  will  be  understood,  that  if  the 
State  decided  to  cut  the  leases  in  halves 
and  take  one  of  the  halves,  the  greatest  in- 
justice might,  in  some    cases,  have  been 
dcme  to  the  lessees.    Instead  of  that,  the 
enactment  provided  that  the  lessee  might 
halve  his  holding  in  any  way  he  thought  ^t, 
and  then  the  State  stepped  in,  through  its 
officials,  and  decided  whi(A  of  the  two 
halves  it  would  resume.    It  will  be  at  once 
seen  that,  when  it  was  left  to  a  man  to 
divide   his   estate,    and   he   knew  that 
the  State  would  step  in  and  take  one  of  the 
halves,  he  would  take  precious  good  care 
to  see  that  they  were  equal.    I  desire  to  in- 
clude this   principle    in    the    Bill.  I 
believe  that    it    would  have  the  effect 
of    settling    many    disputes    in    a  far 
better    way    than    bv    Arbitration.  A 
settlement  which  is  likely  to  be  arrived 
at  after  a  long  contested  fight  under  arbitra- 
tion, and  with  all  the  bitterness  likely  to 
be  created  in  that  way,  is  wie  which  is  not 
likely  to  be  the  most  desirable.  The 


whole  scope  of  our  consideration  now 
should  be  not  to  create  trouble  by  leaving 
the  settlement  of  all  cases  to  the  Court,  and 
thus  occasioning  bitter  disputes,  but  to  put 
the  law  in  such  a  position  that  the  desire 
to  take  advantage  of  it  will  not  be  so  gre^ 
as  it  is  at  the  present  time,  and  that  liti- 
gants may  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
is  better  for  them  to  aooommodate  their  dif- 
ferences, under  the  supervision  of  the  Court, 
than  to  fight  them  out.    I  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  to  the  precise  terms 
of  my  amendment.    It  will  be  seen  that  I 
do  not  propose  to  make  it  compulsory  on  the 
Court  to  require  that  the  parties  shall  put  in 
their  best  offers.   That  is  left  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Court.   Throughout  the  discus- 
sion upon  this  Bill  we  have  heard  the  argu- 
ment used  that  we  ought  to  trust  the  Court, 
and  I  think  that  if  there  is  anything  aa 
which  we  should  trust  the  Court  it  is  on  a 
principle  of  this  sort,  when  we  know  that 
already  the  Arbitration  Courts  in  New 
South  Wales  and  in  New  Zealand  have  inti- 
mated a  desire  to  have  some  such  a  power 
as  I  suggest.    They  may  not  iiave  said  so 
in  so  many  words,  but,  over  and  over  again, 
they  have  told  litigants,  "  This  is  not  a  mat- 
ter with  which  you  should  troi^e  us;  you 
should  be  able  to  settle  it  amongst  your- 
selves.  This  is  not  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance, and  OUT  time  is  required  for  the 
consideration  of  mattns  of  much  graver  im- 
port.   You  can  surely  settle  this  amongst 
yourselves."    If  the  Court  had  the  power 
I  propose,  not  only  would  it  use  it  in  cases 
where  plainly  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
operation  of  such  legislation  it  should  use 
it,  but  litiijants  themselves  would  see  that 
by  adopting  this  line  of  actim  they  would 
have     a     better     chance     of  settling 
their    disputes,    under    the  supervision 
of   the    Court,    in    such    a    way  that 
the   Court    would   register   the  decision 
arrived  at,  and  it  would  be  carried  out  with 
all  the  formalities  of  law  attached  to  an 
award  by  the  Court — the  finding  being  re- 
;  gistered  in  the  Court  as  an  award  of  the 
Court.     I  should  like  to  refer  as  briefly  as 
I  can  to  the  report  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion on  Strikes  in  New  South  Wales.  I  am 
sorry  to  think  that  the  volume  in  which  it  is 
contained  has  not  been  largely  made  use  of 
by  those  who  have  devoted  their  attention 
to  the  legislation  now  before  us.     There  is 
in  this  volume,  and  in  the  evidence  obtained 
by  the  Commission,  very  much  that  would 
greatly  assist  those  designing  sudi  legis- 
laticm  as  we  have  now  before  us.  In 
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paragraph  8  of  the  report,  having  used  the 
word    "conciliation,"  the  CommissicHiers 

say — 

In  using  the  term  "conciliation"  for 'the  first 
time  in  this  report,  it  is  convcnieat  to  remark 
here  that  the  terms  "  conciliation "  and  "  arbi- 
tratioQ "  are  often  employed  somewhat  vaguely 
as  if  they  were  interchangeable,  and  yet  they 
represent  two  distinct  things.  The  function  of 
any  coaciliati<m  agency  is  to  get  the  parties  to 
a  dispute  to  come  to  a  common  agreement  volun- 
tarily without  any  opinion  beinp  pronounced  on 
the  merits  or  any  instructions  given.  The  func- 
tion of  arbitration  is  distinctly  to  determine  the 
merits,  and  to  give  a  positive  decision  to  be 
abided  by.  If  the  declaration  of  such  a  decision 
can  be  avoided  it  is  well  that  it  should  be,  be- 
cause decisions  are  generally  more  or  less  ad- 
verse  to  both  parties,  for  even  splitting  the  dif- 
ference is  an  equal  censure  upon  both.  But  con- 
ciliation, if  it  is  a  success,  allows  of  a  friendly 
settlement  on  a  mutual  agreement,  and  leaves 
no  opening  for  discrediting  the  understanding  or 
impartiality  of  the  arbitrators.  That  being  so, 
the  practical  questitm  that  arises  is,  how  should 
this  primary  remedy  of  conciliation  be  applied. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— All  the  same,  con- 
ciliation always  means  splitting  the  differ- 
ence. 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS.— Yes ;  but  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  show  the  honorable  mem- 
ber that  the  object  I  have  in  view  is  to  en- 
tirely do  away  with  splitting  the  difference. 
Further  on  in  the  report,  the  Commissicmers 
state  in  paragraph  12 — 

Taking  all  these  things  into  consideration,  we 
recommend  that,  in  the  first  instance,  at  least, 
and  until  circumstances  justify  some  further 
differentiation  in  the  constitution  of  the  labour 
tribunal,  there  should  be  only  one  board,  but 
that  this  one  board  should  be  empowered  in 
some  form  to  discharge,  as  occasion  may  require, 
the  double  duty  of  conciliation  and  arbitration. 
That  is  to  say,  that  its  first  effort  should  be  to- 
wards bringing  about  a  voluntary  agreement  be- 
tween the  parties,  and  failing  that,  that  the 
board,  or  the  permanent  part  of  it,  should  dis- 
charge the  duty  of  adjudication,  and  pronounce 
a  decision. 

The  object  I  have  in  view  is  to  give  effect 
to  the  principle  reported  upon  by  this  Royal 
Commission.  We  here  have  a  Court, 
whilst  the  Commission  speak  of  a  Board, 
and  I  desire  that  our  Court  should  use  all 
the  powers  with  which  we  can  invest  it  to 
have  these  disputes  settled  at  the  concilia- 
tion stage  before  the  parties  are  forced  into 
litigation  at  the  arbitration  stage.  Deal- 
ing with  the  evidence  submitted  to  the  Com- 
mission, it  will  be  found  that  on  page  60  of 
the  appendix  to  their  report,  an  account  is 
given  of  the  Wallace  Act,  passed  in  the. 
Slate  of  Pennsvlvania  —  a  measure 
framed  to  fadlitate  arbitration  in 
industrial  disputes.  There  are  letters 
in  conn«ion  with  this  evidence  from  re- 


presentatives on  both  sides,  commending  the 
operation  of  the  Act,  and  anticipating  ad- 
vantageous results  from  its  developmen:. 
Since  those  letters  were  written,  there  hare 
been  serious  strikes  in  the  coal-mining  in- 
dustry of  Pennsylvania,  as  honcvable  man- 
bers  are  aware — the  very  industry  to  which 
these  letters  refer — and  a  glance  at  the  re- 
sults of  the  early  operation  of  the  law  dis- 
closes a  sufficient  reasixi  for  the  failure  of 
the  Pennsylvania  legislation.  It  is  another 
case  of  attempting  to  settle  these  matters 
by  "splitting  the  difference."  The  coal 
trade  tribunal  of  the  fifth  judicial  district 
of  Pennsylvania  was  licensed  under  the 
Wallace  Act,  to  which  I  have  referred,  in 
1883,  and  consisted  of  five  representati^'es 
of  each  side,  and  an  umpire  chosen  by  them 
as  a  body.  A  strike  was  on,  and  the  opera- 
tors— vhicti  is  the  name  they  have  for 
masters  there — offered  3  cents,  per  bushel 
for  mining,  whilst  the  miners  demanded  3} 
cents.  After  several  lengthy  discusnons, 
it  became  apparent  that  an  agreement  could 
not  be  arrived  at  without  considerable  de- 
lay, and  as  an  earnest  of  good  intentiou  it 
was  ordered  that  the  miners  should  resunoe 
work  immediately,  at  a  price  to  be  there- 
after fixed  by  the  tribunal — the  price  to 
date  back  to  the  time  of  the  resumption  of 
work.  The  umpire  had  to  be  called  in,  and 
he  awarded  a  price.  Honorable  memben 
will  know  at  once  what  his  award  was. 
As  usual  in  these  circumstances^  the  price 
he  awarded  was  3^^  cents.  The  men  wanted 
31^,  the  masters  offered  three,  and  the  um- 
pire gave  an  award  of  3^  cents.  This  award, 
whilst  it  was  apparently  a  disappointment 
to  "both  parties,  was  accepted  and  con- 
curred in  for  a  few  months  as  arranged, 
but  before  the  expiration  of  that  time  the 
tribunal  met  to  fix  the  price  for  a  further 
period.  This  time  the  masters  offered  3^ 
cents.,  and  the  men  demanded  3}  cental 
Again  the  services  of  the  tmipire  were  re- 
quested, and  he  again  split  the  difference^ 
and  awarded  3I  cents.  This  award  did  not 
appear  to  be  satisfactory  to  all,  but  it  was 
accepted.  Since  then  we  have  had  great 
strikes  amongst  the  coal  miners  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. What  I  say  in  this  connexion  is  that 
if  the  award  ultimately  given  in  this  case 
had  been  given  at  first  instead  of  the  ori- 
ginal decision  it  would  have  satisfied  one 
of  the  parties,  whilst  the  other  would  have 
been  in  no  worse  position,  and  work  wcHild 
have  been  resumed  But  under  this  system 
of  sDlitting  the  difference  the  demand 
is  always  increasing  and  the  conces- 
sion  is   always   lagging  tardily  behind. 
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Several  of  the  witnesses  before  the  Royal 
CrHnmission  on  Strikes  in  New  South  Wales 
anticipated  the  friction  that  would  arise  over 
the  priiK*iple  of  "  splitting  the  difference," 
which  the  new  clause  is  designed  to  remedy. 
One  of  the  witnesses  was  Mr.  W.  £.  Abbott, 
a  gentleman  well  known  to  the  representa- 
tives of  New  South  Wales ;  and  the  follow- 
ing is  an  extract  fron  his  evidence,  as  re- 
ported on  page  114: — 

If  we  cannot  enforce  the  decisions  of  the  Court, 
do  you  think,  as  a  rule,  the  decisions  of  the  Court 
-would  be  acquiesced  in? — No. 

Then  what  would  be  the  use  of  it?— The  Court, 
as  a  means  of  settling  disputes  of  that  kind, 
would  be  no  use,  but  as  a  means  of  registering 
agreements  between  the  employers  and  employes 
or  their  unions  it  would  be  valuable. 

Then  the  best  thing  to  be  done  is  to  have  some 
arrangement  for  &  written  agreement  to  be  regis- 
tered in  Court,  at  which  eifher  party  can  sue  and 
get  damages?— Yes,  that  is  the  only  point  I  see 
on  which  the  law  can  iaterefere  in  any  way.  If 
a  Court  undertook  to  interfere  in  any  way,  in 
such  qnestions  as  whether  a  shearer  should  be 
paid  20s.,  or  3^s.,  probably  the  Court  would  sj^lit 
the  difference  in  some  'way ;  ihey  would  not  give 
the  358.,  and  they  would  not  give  the  aos.  At 
least  that  is  the  rule  in  most  Arbitrators*  Courts. 
Either  side  can  then  reverse  the  decision  of  the 
Court.  If  a  Court  said  that  22s.  6d.  was  a  fair 
thing,  then  the  shearers  would  take  the  aas.  6d. 
for  the  time  being,  and  then  go  for  30s.,  in  which 
case  they  would  get  {say)  34s.,  or  the  employer 
would  say  that  22s.  6d.  is  not  right,  and  be  will 
go  for  17s.  6d. 

My  omtention  and  that  of  Nir.  Abbott  is 
that  in  the  whole  cour^ie  of  cur  legisLition 
all  we  are  doing,  unless  we  have  some  means 
to  induce  conciliatioi.  is  to  absolutely  con- 
strain the  men  to  make  the  largest  demands, 
and  absolutely  constrain  the  masters  to 
yield  the  smallest  concessions.  By  this 
system  of  splitting  the  difference,  which  we 
see  in  so  many  of  the  decisions,  the  parties 
to  these  great  industrial  and  social  dis- 
putes, which  are  so  dangerous  to  our  ma- 
terial welfare,  and  our  internal  peace,  are 
forced  further  and  further  apart,  whereas 
the  design  of  legislation  ^uld  be  to 
induce  them'  to  come  nearer  and  nearer — so 
near,  in  fact,  that,  in  many  instances, 
it  will  not  be  worth  while  to  proceed  fur- 
ther. I  have  read  an  extract  from  th?  evi- 
dence of  one  of  the  witnesses  who  repre- 
sented the  employers  before  the  Royal  Com- 
niission ;  but  hwiorable  members  may  ac- 
cept my  assurance  that  there  is  evidence 
to  the  same  effect  on  both  sides.  One  of 
the  witnesses  examined  -was  Mr.  Peter 
Joseph  Brennan,  president  of  the  Trades 
and  Labour  Council.  Chairman  of  the  Atis- 
tralian  Labour  Cmference,  founder  of  the 
Stewards'  and  Cooks*  Union,  and  secretary 


to  the  Butchers'  Union.  Surely  an  occu- 
pant of  all  those  positions  ought  to  be  able 
to  speak  of  what  was  anticipated  as  the 
result  of  legislation,  so  far  as  unions  and 
workmen  are  ocxicenied.  Yet  Mr.  Brennan, 
Qxi  page  99,  is  thus  reported : — 

In  any  Court  one  side  or  ^e  other  is  bound  to 
be  dissatisfied  with  the  decision,  but  the  rule  has 
been  with  arbitrators  to  split  differences;  if  in 
Courts  of  law  they  do  not  split  differences,  in 
Courts  of  Arbitration  they  have  always  split 
them;  not  only  in  the  case  of  private  arbitrators; 
Mr.  Oliver  was  not  a  private  arbitrator,  and  Mr. 
Barton  was  appointed  by  a  County  Court  Judge; 
I  will  not  go  into  the  technicalities  of  the  matters 
sent  before  Mr.  Oliveri  but  I  arill  say  generally 
that  the  miners  were  willing  to  submit  to  com- 
petent arbitration. 

This  man,  representing  unions  of  workmen, 
says  that  the  whole  tendency  in  Arbitration 
Courts  is  to  split  the  difference ;  and  I  go 
further,  and  say  tiiat  if  there  is  this  ten- 
dency, this  legislation  will  intensify  and 
increase  the  number  of  disputes  which  we 
are  setting  forth  with  such  good  intentions 
to  prevent.  I  should  like  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  to  the  case  of  the 
Monumental  Masons'  Union  against  the 
Master  Monimiental  Masons,  heard  in  the 
New  South  Wales  Arbitration  Court.  The 
men  claimed  that  the  price  of  cutting  and 
blacking  letters  on  free-stone  tombstones 
should  be  i3S.  per  100,  whereas  the  respon- 
dents contended  that  the  price  ought  to  be 
ICS.  6d.  The  Judge  considered  it  utterly 
absurd  to  suppose  that  reasonable  men 
could  not  arrange  whether  los.  6d.  or  12s. 
6d.  should  be  paid  for  the  work.  I  can- 
not say  that,  personally,  I  see  that  t'he 
Judge's  remarks  were  called  for,  because 
the  difference  between  los.  6d.  and  t2s.  6d. 
was  the  difference  in  the  wages  for  the  day, 
and  many  other  disputes  heard  before  the 
Court  do  not  involve  quite  so  much.  How- 
ever, this  is  what  the  Judge  is  reported  to 
have  said — 

The  Court  having  power  to  dismiss  any  matter 
at  anv  stage  of  the  proceedings,  where  it  thinks 
the  dispute  trivial,  considerm  this  'Absolutely 
trivial  and  dismissed  it. 

I  do  not  know  whether  we  are  justified  in 
reflecting  on  the  conduct  of  Phe  Judge,  but 
if  His  Honor  be  correctly  reported,  I  do 
not  think  that  the  men  had  their  case  pro- 
perly inquired  into.  What  I  do  say  is,  that 
the  men  ought  to  have  had  an  opportunity 
such  as  I  desire  should  be  givra,  to  sutnnit 
their  case  to  a  primary  or  preliminary  pro- 
ceeding of  conciliation ;  and,  if  it  were  im- 
possible to  have  the  dispute  settled  in  that 
way,  then,  no  Judge's'  time  is  too  precious 
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to  be  devoted  to  the  work.  Again,  in  the 
dispute  between  the  Barrier  Branch  of 
the  Amalgamated  Miners'  Association  and 
the  Bidcen  Hill  Proprietary  Ca,  the  men 
asked  for  a  lo  per  cent,  rise,  and  tiie  masten 
wanted  a  lo  per  cent,  reduction  in  the 
wages ;  and  the  decision  of  the  Court  was 
practically  that  the  parties  should  omtinue 
on  the  terms  which  had  hitherto  prevailed. 
I  am  not  going  to  say  whether  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Court  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  miners  at  the  time 
was  reasonably  sound  or  iK>t ;  but  I 
do  say  tihat  questions  of  that  character,  de- 
cided on  those  lines,  will  inevitably  give 
rise  to  further  litigation,  and  increase  tl^ 
number  of  great  industrial  disputes  rather 
than  tmd  to  decrease  tbem  and  bring  about 
easy  settlements.  But  there  is  another 
and  a  most  flagrant  case  of  settling  dis- 
putes on  the  principle  of  splitting  the  dif- 
ference. Some  time  ago  in  the  New 
South  Wales  Court,  the  case  of  the  Hotel, 
Club,  Restaurant,  and  Caterer^  Employes 
Union  was  dealt  with,  and  it  is  referred 
to  on  page  37  of  the  reports  of  the  Arbitra- 
ticoi  Court.  These  men  demanded  sixty  hours 
per  week  of  six  days,  and  the  offer  of  the 
masters  was  seventy-one  and  a  half  hours 
for  cooks,  and  seventy-eight  for  other  classes 
of  employes.  The  decision  of  the  Court  was 
in  the  first  case  seventy  hours  per  week  of 
seven  days,  and  in  the  second  case  seventy- 
seven  hours  per  week  of  seven  days.  The 
demand  in  regard  to  wages  was  for  chief 
cooks,  ;^3,  the  offer  of  the  masters  was  £,t 
ICS., and  the  decision  was 5s. ;  for  second 
cooks  the  demand  was  £,2  5s.,  the  offer 
was  jQi  5s.,  and  the  decision  was  jQr  los. ; 
for  third  cooks  the  demand  was  £,1  15s., 
the  offer  was  jQi,  and  the  decision  was 
;£i  5s. ;  for  general  hands,  the  demand 
ia^  the  offer  xas.  and  15s.,  and  the 
decision  was  £1 ;  for  casual  onploy^,  the 
demand  was  15s.,  the  offer  was  los.,  and 
the  decisitm  was  12s.  fid.  In  each  of  these 
particular  cases,  which  involved  the  wages 
in  different  branches  of  this  business,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  demand  and  the  offer 
were  very  wide  apart  indeed,  and  the  only 
way  which  the  Court  could  find  to  settle  the 
dispute  was  to  add  the  two  sums  together, 
and  divide  them.  If  that  is  to  be 
tlie  principle  on  which  disputes  of  the  kind 
are  to  be  settled,  we  do  not  want  a 
learned  Judge,  versed  in  British  law, 
and  a  good  deal  of  other  law,  and  with 
a  large  salary,  to  settle  such  matters,  be- 
cause any  ordinary,  common-sense  individual 
would  be  able  to  arrive  at  decisions  of  this 
Mr.  G.  B.  Edwardt. 


character.  I  do  not  deny  for  a  momeit 
that  the  Judges  of  sudi  Courts  give  dea- 
sions  involving  points  of  very  mudi  greaier 
importance  than  those  whkh  I  have  m- 
stanced ;  but  I  protest  against  that  sysem 
of  settlement  for  the  reason,  as  I  have  ttid. 
that  it  must  tend  to  increase  litigation,  and 
that  it  leaves  behind  it  a  more  bitter  and 
troublesome  spirit  amongst  masters  and  men. 
If  my  proposal  were  adopted,  we  should  say 
to  the  masters,  in  effect,  "  What  is  the  best 
you  can  offer?"  and  to  the  men,  ''What  is 
the  least  you  are  prepared  to  accept?"  The 
difference  in  the  amounts  would  be  reduced, 
and  the  parties  brought  so  close  together  as 
to  make  it  certain  that  the  Arbitration  Court 
would  come  to  a  satisfactory  dedsian, 
and  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a 
hundred  the  parties  tdiemseh-es  would 
deem  it  advisable  to  come  to  an  agree- 
ment and  have  it  registered  in  the  Court. 
A  similar  plan  is  attempted  in  other  coun- 
tries. The  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Indt,  in  the  early  stages  of  the  discus- 
sion on  this  Bill,  made  some  reference  to 
the  Conseils  de  Prudhommes  in  France — an 
institution  which  has  much  more  limited 
jurisdiction  than  it  is  intended  to  give  the 
Court  under  this  BiU,  but  wiiidi  works  satis- 
factorily. I  understand  that  in  connexion 
with  this  organization  there  is  a  principle 
adopted,  which,  however,  I  cannot  find  re- 
ferred to  in  any  hodk.  dealing  with  the  sub- 
ject in  the  Parliamentary  or  other  librar\. 
But  a  witness  before  the  Royal  Commissicm, 
wihose  evidence  I  give  for  what  it  is  worth, 
stated  that  in  the  Conseils  de  Prudhommes 
five  of  the  arbitrators  are  selected  by  the 
masters  from  among  the  men  and  another 
five  are  selected  by  the  men  frcon  amongst 
the  masters.  If  that  be  the  case,  the  prin- 
ciple is  the  same  as  that  of  the  clause  which 
I  propose.  Under  such  a  system  the  mas- 
ters would  select  moderate  and  reasonable 
men,  who  are  not  likely,  for  any  purpose, 
political  or  otherwise,  to  carry  matters  to 
extremes,  and  similarly  the  men  would  select 
«np)oyer5  whom  they  knew  to  be  the  most 
honest  and  the  best-disposed  towards  their 
employes.  Such  a  plan  would  result  in  a 
set  of  arbitrators  more  likely  to  come  into 
accord  than  would  be  the  case  if  each  side 
appointed  their  own  arbitrators.  l¥e 
here  have  the  principle  of  natural  justice, 
for  which  I  hare  been  contending  all 
through  my  remarks,  and  which  has  ben 
attained  elsewhere.  The  facts  will  be 
best  known  to  the  particular  masters  and 
men  selected  as  arbitrators,  because  they 
will  be  connected  with  the  dispute;  and, 
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under  the  clause  which  I  propose,  the 
Court  might  be  empowered  to  allow  each 
party  power  to  select  a  man  from  the  oUier 
side.  Above  all,  the  clause  would  relieve 
the  congested  state  of  the  Arbitration 
Courts.  We  know  that,  at  the  present 
time  in  New  Zealand,  and,  perhaps,  to  a 
greater  extent,  in  New  South  Wales,  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  get  disputes  settled 
owing  to  the  large  amount  ox  work  with 
which  the  Courts  han  been  rushed;  and 
the  number  of  cases,  10  far  f rem  decreasing, 
is  increasing.  I  do  not,  as  some  otiber 
hcMiorable  members  do,  bold  the  opinicn 
that  the  Arbitration  CourU  create  litigation. 
In  many  instances,  after  having  once  got 
an  award  registered,  parties  will  not  apply 
for  another  award,  though  they  may  ask 
for  a  variation  to  meet  changing  circum- 
stances. The  fact  remains  that  both  in 
Xcfw  South  Wales  and  New  Zealand,  the 
Courts  are  overburdened  to  the  point  of 
breaking  down.  In  the  principle  of  the  new 
clause  I  have  proposed*  we  have  a  means  of 
making  this  class  of  legislation  much  more 
perfect  than  it  is  in  the  two  States  I  have 
mentlcmed.  I  do  not  know  to  what  extent 
honorable  members  consider  that  the  Court 
will  be  occupied  with  disputes  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  Comm'(xi wealth,  but  it 
is  inevitable  that  if  the  High  Court,  in  de- 
ciding as  to  the  extent  of  our  power  to  in- 
terfere, should  be  in  favour  of  the  Arbitra- 
tion Court  under  this  Bill  having  very  full, 
almost  plenary  powers  to  deal  with  the 
labour  disputes  of  Australia,  the  Court  will 
have  an  immense  body  of  work — work 
which  not  one  Judge,  nor  even  six 
Judges,  will  be  able  to  do.  For 
that  reason,  more  than  any  other,  if  we 
desire  this  legislation  to  be  sijccessful 
in  carrying  out  the  objects  which  we  wish 
to  attain,  and  to  remedy  disputes,  we  must 
provide  beforehand  for  preventing 
^e  Court  being  choked  with  appli- 
cations, and  so  making  it  break  down 
by  the  very  weight  and  quantity  of 
litigation.  I  say  again,  as  I  said  in  open- 
ing, that  I  desire  this  legislation  to  be 
successful.  I  wish  to  see  it  successful  to 
the  extent  of  ending  our  industrial  warfare 
from  (Mie  end  of  the  Canmonwealth  to  the 
other.  In  this  clause,  which  I  reaunmend 
to  the  oonsideration  of  honorable  members, 
we  have  a  means  of  making  the  Bill  wok 
perfect  and  of  carrying  it  into  effect  with 
less  chance  of  disastrous  failure  than  I  fear 
will  exist  if  some  such  principle  is  not 
adopted. 


Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta).— I 
have  listraed  to  the  hcxiorable  member  for 
South  Sydney  during  a  part  of  his  address 
with  a  great  deal  of  interest  and  with  a 
desire  .to  t»ing  my  mind  to  support  his 
pn^xnal ;  but  I  caiulidl^  confess  uat  while 
there  is  much  to  be  said  in  favour  of  the 
amendment,  I  do  not  thinki  on  the  whole, 
that  the  balance  of  the  argument  is  in  favour 
of  it  For  instance,  one  of  his  oontenticms 
is  that  this  proposal  will  do  awa^  with  the 
congestion  of  business  which  exists  in  the 
Courts  as  at  preset  conducted.  I  do 
not  think  there  is  any  analogy  between  ' 
the  Courts  as  at  present  conducted  and  the 
Court  proposed  to  be  established  by  this 
legislation.  We  are  proposing  to  set  up, 
for  the  first  time,  a  Commcmwealth  Con- 
ciliatioi  and  Arbitration  Court.  I  venture 
to  say  that  that  Court  will  deal  with  and 
settle  many  matters  which  now  go  to  the  Ar- 
bitration Courts  as  at  present  constituted. 
Speaking  with  a  great  amount  of  practical 
experience  on  this  subject,  I  do  rwt  think 
that  a  proposal  of  this  kind  would  shorten 
the  operation  of  such  casjs  by  00&  minute. 
I  rather  think  that  it  would  have  a  ten- 
dency to  lengthen  them.  It  often  happens 
that  a  compronise  is  hit  upon  through. sheer 
exhaustion  or  through  disgust  at  the  way 
in  which  the  Court  is  spinning  matters  out. 
But  if  the  alternative  were  to  accept  one 
proposal  or  the  other,  the  issue  would  be 
fought  out  to  the  bitter  end,  particularly 
if  there  were  a  margin  between  the  two 
offers  which  might  make  it  worth  while  to 
conduct  the  argument  with  strenuousness, 
and  at  length.  Therefore,  the  amendment 
would  not  save  time,  but  would  rather  tend 
to  lengthen  proceedings  before  the  Court. 
Neither  would  the  honorable  member's  pro- 
posal do  away  with  the  splitting  of  the 
difference  about  which  so  much  hat  been 
heard.  Remember  that  in  all  these  cases 
propcsals  will  emanate  from  tnth  udes  be- 
fore the  matttf  goes  before  the  Court  at 
all.  It  Is  only  after  failure  to  agree 
that  they  will  go  to  the  Court  for  a  final 
verdict.  If  the  parties  do  make  minimum 
offers  to  the  Court,  it  would  be  a  splitting 
of  the  differwice  on  their  own  part,  as 
compared  with  their  previous  offers  to  each 
other.  Because,  if  thev  could  agree  upon 
a  basis  of  settlement  themselves,  thoe 
would  be  no  necessity  to  go  to  the  Court. 
It  is  only  when  they  have  made  offers  to 
each  other  and  have  failed  to  agree  that 
they  go  to  the  Court  and  ask  the  Judge 
to  split  their  differences  for  them,  or  to 
settle  the  case  in  any  way  he  chooses.  If 
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they  make  fresh  minimuin  offers  to  the 
Court,  it  will  simply  be  doing  what 
the  honorable  member  has  been  depre- 
cating— splitting  the  differences  themselves 
prior  to  their  t»ing  argued  in  Cburt.  But 
to  my  mind  the  Conciliation  Court  will 
unmistakably  tend  to  promote  good  feeling 
as  between  the  combatants.  That  is  my 
experience  of  conciliation.  It  is  different 
from  arbitration.  It  often  happens,  as  a 
result  of  splitting  the  difference  and  craning 
to  an  agreement  around  a  table,  that  a  good 
feeling  is  brought  about  between  the  parties. 
I  fear  that  under  a  proposal  of  this  kind 
good  feeling  would  not  be  the  result. 
Rather  I  should  imagine  that  the  party 
whose  claim  has  not  been  accepted  would 
leave  the  Court  with  a  very  bitter  taste  in 
its  mouth.  I  do  not  think  that  in  this 
respect  the  proposal  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber has  much  to  commend  it.  In  view  of 
the  fact  that  we  are  settinR  up  a  Concilia- 
tion Court,  I  do  not  think  that  what  he 
prt^KHes  {would  be  any  better  than  the 
Court  proposed  to  be  set  up. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards.— Can  the  honor- 
able monber  show  me  anv  provisions  for 
C(niciliation  in  this  Bill? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  Bill,  although  it  may  have  been 
carried  out  clumsily.  The  intention  is  to  pre- 
serve and  prwnote  good  feeling  between  the 
combatants.  The  very  process  of  splitting  the 
difference  settles  a  great  many  more  strikes 
than  it  provokes,  and  it  does  more  than 
anything  else  I  can  think  of  at  the  moment 
to  pnxnote  that  good  feeling  whidi  we  all 
desire  to  see  between  employer  and  emplo}-^. 
On  the  whole,  therefore,  I  think  we  had 
better  stick  to  the  proposal  of  the  Bill, 
which  leaves  the  matter  to  the  discreticHi  of 
the  Court,  and  allows  the  President  to  step 
between  the  combatants  and  to  reach  the 
point  of  justice,  no  matter  how  difficult  it 
may  be. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. — My  clause  also 
leaves  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  Court.  I 
trust  the  Court  fully. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Only  in  cases 
where  special  reasons  appear.  Ordinary 
cases  would  not  be  within  the  discretion  of 
the  Court.  I  have!  no  doubt  that  the  Judge 
would  often,  in  any  case  in  which  he  de- 
sired to  step  in,  find  special  reasons.  It 
is  an  easy  matter  to  say  that  certain  rea- 
sons are  special.  Bu**  that  phrase  itself  is 
very  vague,  as  applied  to  industrial  dis- 
putes.  What  does  the  honorable  member 
mean  by  "special  reasons"? 


Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. — I  can  show  the 
honorable  member  much  more  vague  expres- 
sions in  othcfr  parts  of  the  BiU.  What,  far 
instance,  is  a  "  substantial  majority  "  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  not  carp- 
ing at  the  honorable  member's  draftirg. 
Personally,  I  cannot  see  what  special  rea- 
sons he  is  alluding  to.  I  fancy  the  hwwrable 
member  ha(]  something  in  his  mind  when 
he  was  drafting  this  prc^>osal.  But  I  fear 
that  it  would  lead  to  the  protracting  of 
cases,  and  to  mord  strenuous  and  bitter 
argument,  while  it  would  not  be  provoca- 
tive of  that  good  feeling  which  the  Bill 
aims  at  promoting. 

Mr.  McCAY  (Corinel la— Minister  of  De- 
fence).— The  Government  have  a  great  deal 
of  sympathy  with  the  object  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  South  Sydney.  His  idea 
is,  of  course,  that  each  side  should  be  in- 
duced to  state  the  minimum  of  what  it 
wants,  and  not  the  maximum,  which  it 
hopes  it  might  squeeze  out  of  the  Court. 
That  is  an  object  which  it  is  always  desir- 
able to  attain  in  connexion  with  litigatioo  of 
any  kind.  But  I  am  afraid  that  the  amend- 
ment might,  if  adopted,  lead  to  results  that 
the  honorable  member  himself  does  not  con- 
template. I  listened  with  a  great  deal  of 
interest  to  the  illustrations  which  he  gave  of 
the  application  of  similar  proposals.  But 
I  was  not  in  the  Chamber  during  the  whole 
of  his  speech,  and  I  do  not  know  whether 
he  quoted  the  case  of  the  wise  old  man 
who-  had  two  sons,  to  wh(Hn  he  left  his 
property.  He  directed  that  the  elder  son 
should  divide  the  property,  but  that  the 
younger  son  should  have  the  first  choice. 
He  made  that  direction  with  a  view  of  hav- 
ing the  property  divided  as  equally  as  pos- 
sible. The  instances  which  the  homwable 
member  gave  are  more  in  the  nature  of 
analogies  than  of  parallel  cases.  In  the 
first  place,  I  should  like  to  point  out  to 
him  di£U;  the  Arbitration  Court  is  called 
into  existence  not  merely  to  do  what  an 
ordinary  Court  does — that  is.  to  settle  a 
dispute  arising  between  two  parties,  in 
which  the  rest  of  the  public  are  at  most 
very  remotely  concerned.  It  is  called  into 
existence  to  consult  as  far  as  possible  the 
interests  of  the  public  as  well  as  the  in- 
terests of  the  parties  to  the  dispute.  It  is 
more  in  the  public  interest — or,  at  any  rate, 
as  much  in  the  public  interest — as  in  the 
interest  of  the  parties,  that  it  has  been 
thought  desirable  to  create  Conciliation  and 
Ai^itration  Courts.  In  the  second  place.  I 
do  not  think  that  this  proposal  would  meet 
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the  objections  raised  by  the  luxiotable  and 
learned  member  for  Indi,  where  one  ^de 
makes  a  claim  in  which  it  thinks  that  it  is 
absolutely  right — and  possibly  may  be  al-. 
most  absolutely  right — and  consequently 
cannot  see  its  way  to  make  any  concession 
whatever. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwakds. — Then  it  stands  on 
its  rights. 

Mr.  McCAY.— I  think  that  is  not  exactly 
the  idea  that  is  conveyed  by  the  honorable 
robber's  amendment.  I  also  think  that  a 
proposal  of  this  kind  might  possibly  lead 
to  what  I  may  call  experimental  disputes. 
A  dispute  would  be  raised  with  a  view  of 
each  side  getting  a  knowledge  of  what  the 
other  side  desired. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards. — Are  we  going  to 
avoid  that  under  the  Bill,  as  it  stands  ? 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  do  not  think  that  we 
should  oioourage  it.  Possibly  we  may 
have  a  great  many  disputes  specially  raised 
for  settlement  by  the  Court. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — Not  under  this  Bill. 

Mr.  McCAY. — That  is  harping  back  to 
a  matter  about  which  we  have  had  a  great 
deal  of  discussion.  I  venture  to  say  that  the 
Bill  will  be  operative,  in  spite  of  the  fears 
of  some  iKXiorable  members.  I  am  sorry 
to  hear  the  honorable  member  take  up  such 
an  attitude.  I  do  not  think  that  any  party 
in  a  great  public  matter  of  this  kind — I  do 
not  mean  necessarily  a  party  in  politics — 
has  a  rig^t  to  say  that  it  is  going  to  make 
legislation  ineffective  because  there  happens 
to  be  some  one  thing  introduced  into  it 
which  that  party  does  not  like.  That  seems 
to  me  to  be  a  very  unwise  proceeding. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — There  are  a  number  of 
objectionable  things  in  this  Bill.  There  is 
too  much  lawyer  in  it,  for  instance. 

Mr.  McCAV. — There  is  not  much  lawver 
in  the  Bill  as  it  stands.  There  is  no  lawyer 
at  all  in  tfiis  clause,  so  that  I  am  afraid  I 
would  be  distinctly  oiit  of  order  in  discuss- 
ing that  point. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — It  will  be  an  absolute 
dead  letter. 

Mr.  McCAY.— I  think  that  the  honorable 
member  fw  Grey  will  admit  that  his  inter- 
jections are  not  quite  relevant  to  the  clause 
under  discussion. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — They  are  pertinent  to 
what  the  Minister  was  lust  sayinpr. 

Mr.  McCAY. — Has  the  honorable  mem- 
ber quite  finished? 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — No,  I  have  not. 

Mr.  McCAY. — Then,  T  am  exceedingly 
sorry,  because  I  have  refrained  from  an- 


swering 4us  two  or  three  interjecticxis,  in 
the  hope  that  I  might  therd>y  pacify  his 
perturbed  spirit  I  would  point  out  to  the 
honcvable  mmiber  for  South  Sydney,  in 
regard  to  the  quotatiwi  which  he  made  from 
the  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Strikes,  relating  to  conciliation,  that  his 
amendment  after  all  is  not  very  relevant 
to  this  particular  proposal,  in  that 
so  far  as  I  can  see  the  Bill  intro- 
duces conciliation  rather  than  arbitration. 
Human  nature  being  what  it  is,  and  not 
what  it  ought  to  be,  I  am  afraid  tibat  this 
may  not  so  conduce,  and  I  agree  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  that,  if 
each  side  is  compelled  to  name  its  mini- 
mum, and  knows  that  unless  its  minimum 
is  accepted,  that  of  the  other  side  must, 
practically  speaking,  under  this  clause,  be 
accepted,  they  will  fight  it  out  to  the  bitter 
end.  Once  each  party  has  named  what  it 
regards  as  a  proper  minimum,  there  will 
be  no  hope  of  a  compromise,  and  the  par- 
ties will  fight  to  win  all  for  fear  of  losing 
all.  That  does  not,  I  think,  encCHirage  the 
spirit  of  ctmipromise.  I  would  point  out 
to  the  httiorable  member  for  South  Sydnev. 
that  this  whole  Bill  is  in  «ie  sense,  novel, 
that,  at  any  rate,  no  such  Courts  as  aru 
here  proposed  are  of  any  long  standing, 
and  that  if  in  addition  to  the  new  Coifrt' 
;  dealing  with  new  subjects,  we  provide  new 
methods  of  settling  disputes,  we  mav 
introduce  too  many  experiments,  an^ 
consequently,  injure,  rather  than  help 
the  cause  that  we  all  have  at  heart.  I 
would,  therefore,  aik  the  honorable  mem- 
ber to  be  content  with  having  brought  this 
matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Committee. 
I  may  mention  that  the  Government  did 
try  to  see  its  way  to  accept  the  whole,  or 
a  portion  of  the  new  clause;  but  in  view 
of  the  novelty  of  the  proposal,  and  th«» 
objections  to  its  adc^tion,  we  could  not 
accept  it. 

Mr.  RONALD  Southern  Melbourne).— I 
sincerely  hope  that  the  Government  will 
see  its  way  to  accept  the  amendment.  I 
think  that  the  honorable  member  for  South 
Sydney  has  made  out  a  good  case  for 
the  creation  of  a  special  Court.  This  is 
called  a  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  makes  a  great 
deal  of  provision  for  arbitration  and  verv 
little  for  conciliation.  The  constitution  of 
these  Courts  provides  for  a  preliminary  in- 
quiry into  the  question  as  to  whether  there  is 
a  case  or  not.  In  mv  own  country  there  is 
an  (^ial  called  the  Procurator  Fiscal,  who 
holds  an  investigation,  and  says  .whether 
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there  is  a  case  or  not,  and  that  function 
which  is  of  very  great  value  in  Scotland 
has  its  parallel  in  France  in  the  court 
which  has  been  quoted  by  my  htxitvable 
friend,  and  which  serves  a  very  great  and 
useful  purpose.  It  saves  endless  litiga- 
tion, and,  above  all,  brings  in  that  prin- 
ciple of  master  and  men  meeting  face  to 
face  and  comparing  their  grievances,  and 
thereby  attempting  to  come  to  a  just  settle- 
ment. Moreover,  the  principle  exists 
unda  the  Factories  Act  of  'N^wia, 
in  the  shape  of  Wag»  Boards.  I 
believe  it  will  be  found  that  if  the 
men  and  masters  come  together  and  state 
their  case  to  one  another,  they  will  see 
that  very  little  litigation  is  required,  and 
that  the  arbitration  stage — an  expensive  one 
to  both  sides — need  not  be  reached. 

Mr.  FsAZER. — ^That  is  not  the  experience 
of  such  Courts. 

Mr.  RONALD. — I  have  been  quoting  in- 
stances to  show  that  it  has  been. 

Mr.  Frazeh. — It  is  not  our  experieiKe 
in  Western  Australia,  anyhow. 

Mr.  RONALD.  —  In  Victoria  the  great 
value  of  the  Factories  Act  lies  in  the  fact 
that  it  has  brought  the  men  and  masters 
face  to  face  before  the  Wages  Boards.  The 
prindple  of  conciliation  is  at  work.  The 
minimum  of  demand  on  each  side  is  made, 
and  whw  the  men  see  that  the  masters  are 
reasonable,  and  the  masters  see  that  the  m<in 
are  rational,  the  dispute  is  half  settled.  But 
if  an  appeal  can  be  made  to  the  Court,  and 
the  lawyers  are  allowed  to  state  the  case 
fr<Hn  their  point  of  view,  they  will  prolong 
the  dispute,  and  the  result  will  be  disas- 
trous. I  am  always  in  favour  of  exhaust- 
ing the  Uy  element,  whidi  is  ccmmon-sense, 
befixe  we  readi  the  technical  and  intricate 
element.  I  hope  that  reasonable  men  will 
look  up<xi  this  proposal  as  a  very  useful 
supplement  to  a  Bill  which  may  be  licked 
into  shape  and  made  of  some  use  in  settling 
those  disputes  which  we  all  profess  to  be 
so  anxious  to  settle. 

Proposed  new  clause  negatived. 

Bill  reported  with  further  amendments. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney— Minister  of 
External  Affairs). — There  are  two  compara- 
tively unimportant  amendments  which  I 
forgot  to  move  in  clause  4,  and  I  ask  the 
House  to  allow  me  to  go  back  into  Com- 
mittee in  order  to  make  them.    I  move — 

That  the  Bill  be  recommitted  for  the  recon- 
sideration of  clause  4. 

Questi<»  reserved  in  the  affirmative. 


In  CommiUee  (SeOHid  recommittal). 
Clause  4 — 

In  tfaii  Actf  except  where  otherwise  deailj 
intended — 

"  State  Industrial  AuUicnity  "  mcua  nay  Baud 
ot  -  Court  of  CondliMioo  or  Arintratiaaa 
or  tribunal  body  or  persons,  bat-tng  author- 
ity under  any  State  Act  to  exercise  any 
power  of  Conciliation  or  Ariritratkm  win 
reference  to  industrial  di^mtei  widu  the 
Timits  of  the  State. 

Amendments  (by  Mr.  Reid)  agieed  to— 

That  the  following  definitioD  be  iniertcd  : — 

"Special  Magistrate"  means  a  masut'^tc 
poinled  by  that  name  under  the  law  of  a 
State. 

That  after  the  word  "State,"  line  9,  tbe 
following  words  be  inserted  : — "  or  any  Special 
Board  constituted  under  any  State  Act  relating 
to  factories,  or  such  other  State  Board  or  Conn 
as  is  prescribed." 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Bill  reported  with  further  amoidments; 
report  adopted. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney— Minister  of 
External  Affairs). — ^Widi  the  concurrence 
of  the  House,  I  desire  to  move  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill,  so  that  it  can  reach  i3at 
Senate  to-morrow  when  it  meets. 

Mr.  SPEAK ER.--IS  it  the  pleasore  of 
the  House  that  the  Prime  Minister  have 
leave  to  move  the  suspensira  of  the  Stand- 
ing Orders? 

Honorable  Meubers. — Hear,  hear. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Reid)  agreed  to— 

That  the  Standing  Orders  be  suspended  so  as 
to  allow  the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill  to 
be  passed  thiongh  its  remaining  stage  this  day. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

KALGOORLIE  TO  PORT  AUGUSTA 
RAILWAY  SURVEY  BILL. 
In  Committee  (Cmsideratlon  of  Go\'emor- 
General's  message  resumed  from  9th 
June,  vide  page  33143),  ^  motioa  by  Mr. 
Batchklor — 

That  it  is  expedient  that  an  appropriatioD  of 
moneys  be  made  for  the  purposes  of  a  Bill  for 
an  Act  to  authorize  the  survey  of  a  route  for  a 
railway  to  connect  Kalgoorlie,  in  the  State  of 
Western  Australia,  with  Port  Augusta,  in  the 
State  of  South  Australia. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  <Nortb 
Sydney — Minister  of  Home  Affain). — I  do 
not  doire  to  weary  the  Committee  with  any 
long  argument  in  favour  of  the  motion. 
The  project  iot  the  construction  of  this 
railway  has  already  been  discussed,  and 
there  will  be  further  opportunities  ioc  dis- 
cussion when  the  Bill  is  brought  in.  I 
shall  oaXy  say  that  the  proposal  has  foond 
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favour,  not  merely  with  the  last  Administra- 
tion, but  also  with  its  immediate  predeces- 
sor, and  the  present  Administration  see  that 
the  duty  of  bringing  it  forward  is  imposed 
upon  them.  I  am  sure  that  hcniorable 
«nember8  will  all  recollect  that  at  an  early 
stage  of  tbe  Federal  movement  an 
opinioi  was  current  thaf  Western  Aus- 
tralia was  not  likely  to  enter  into  tbe  pro- 
posed union  of  the  Coltxiies. 

Mr.  BitucE  Shtth. — ^Why  was  this  pro- 
posal not  put  into  the  Constitution  ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am 
coming  to  that  point  We  were  quite  pre- 
pared to  believe  that  if  Western  Australia 
did  come  into  the  Union  she  would  put 
forward  certain  conditions  in  return  for  cer- 
tain disadvantages  whidi  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted she  would  suffer.  One  of  these  con- 
ditions— the  permissicxi  to  impose  a  tariff  of 
her  own  on  a  gradually  decreasing  scale — 
was  embodied  in  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  R.  Edwards. — Was  the  construction 
of  the  railway  made  a  ccmdition? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— And  the 
questicm  of  constructing  this  rdlway  was 
also  raised. 

Mr.  R.  Edwards.— That  was  not  a  con 
dition. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.—!  am  go- 
ing to  state  the  case  «cactly  as  I  know  it 
from  making  inquiries. 

Mr.  Page. — ^This  railway  is  not  provided 
for  in  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.—  I  am 
aware  of  that.  That  question  was  raised, 
and  whilst  it  was  not  agreed  to,  considera- 
tion was  promised,  after  due  inquiry,  by  at 
least  some  of  the  Premiers,  and  more  espe- 
dally  by  some  of  the  Ministers  in  South 
Australia,  to  this  request  fr(Hn  Western 
Australia. 

Mr,  Isaacs. — Does  the  Minister  mean 
the  Premier  of  Victoria? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  mean 
scxne  of  the  Premiers  who  attended  the  con- 
ference at  which  the  question  of  the  Trans- 
continental Railway  was  discussed.  As 
the  Prime  Minister— who  was  a  party  to 
that  gathering — has  already  stated,  whilst 
no  agreement  was  arrived  at  that  the  line 
should  be  constructed,  consideration  was 
promised  to  the  project,  and  to  that  extent 
the  expectations  of  the  people  of  Western 
Australia  were  raised.  Further  than  that, 
certain  correspondence  took  place  between 
the  Governments  of  South  Australia  and 
Western  Australia  upon  which  I  do  not  in- 
tend  to  enlarge.     That  ,  correspondence 


went  much  further  than  did  the  members 
of  the  Premiers'  Cboference,  in  tbe  direc- 
tion of  attempting  to  connect  Western 
Australia  and  the  eastern  States  by  rail,  and 
it  also,  gave  rise  to  legitimate  expectations, 
on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia, that  this  matter  would  receive  earnest 
consideration.  That  is  the  situation  as  I 
find  it  I  approached  this  questim  with  a 
mind  entirely  unbiased.  Upon  oiw  occa- 
sion, it  is  true,  I  did  attempt  to  check 
discussion  upon  this  proposal,  but  I  stated 
my  reasons  ioc  d(nng  sa   I  said  later — 

I  took  objection  to  this  measure  at  a  similar 
tfage  00  a  previous  occaiioa,  but  for  the  lole 
reason  that  I  considered  that,  owing  to  tbe  im- 
portant business — practically  a  vote  of  censure — 
then  before  Parliament,  it  was  not  proper  to 
interpose  tbe  motion.  To-ndgbt,  when  I  was 
questioned  as  to  my  attitude,  I  stated  that-  I 
would  make  no  objection  to  the  motion  being 
passed  as  formal. 

I  took  no  objection  whatever  to  the  pro- 
posal as  such.  What  I  did  object  to  was 
that  it  should  be  interposed  when  there 
was  pra^ically  a  motion  of  censure  before 
Parliament. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Does  not  a  very,  similar 
position  of  affairs  exist  at  the  present  time  ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Not  that 
I  am  aware  of.  I  have  not  yet  observed 
any  motion  of  censure. 

Mr.  Mahon. — It  is  coming  all  right. 

Mr.  Page. — Does  the  Minister  know  of 
any  instance  in  which  the  other  States  have 
contributed  towards  the  building  or  the 
survey  of  a  railway  in  New  South  Wales 
or  Queensland? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am  not 
aware  that  they  have  been  asked  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Page.— Queensland  is  just  as  im- 
pecunious as  is  Western  Australia. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— It  is  not 
a  question  of  impecuniosity.  We  know- 
that  in  Western  Australia  very  con- 
siderable discontent  exists  owing  to  the 
non-fuliilment  of  what  was  regarded  as  a 
promise  that  the  proposal  to  construct  the 
Transcontinental  Railway  would  receive 
earnest  inquiry  and  examination.  That  dis- 
content, if  illegitimate,  it  might  be  our  duty 
to  ignore,  although  it  would  be  very  un- 
fortunate if  any  substantial  sense  of  in- 
justice were  allowed  to  exist  in  any  of  the 
States  when  we  had  the  power  to  remove  it. 
In  view  of  what  has  taken  place,  and  re- 
alizing what  has  led  to  the  anticipations 
of  Western  Australia,  I  say  that  if  we  re- 
fuse to  expend  one  prany  in  inquir- 
ing whether  this  important  railway 
connexion  should  take  ilace,   we  shall 
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be  justifying  that  daaomtent,  and  each 
representati^'e  of  that  State  wiU  have  the 
fullest  warrant  for  supporting  the  indigna- 
tion of  its  pelople. 

Mr.  Bbuce  Smith. — What  will  the  sur- 
vey cost? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  ex- 
penditure in  this  connexion  is  limited  to 
^20,000.  If  the  line  be  constructed,  I 
understand  that  Western  Australia  is  will- 
ing to  pay  her  portion  of  any  loss  upcoi  it 
— that  is»  upon  its  own  length.  But  the 
people  of  that  State  claim  that  the  under- 
standing under  which  they  joined  the 
Federation  was  that  the  F^eral  authori- 
ties would  inquire  into  the!  feasibility,  the 
payability,  and  the  desirability  or  otherwise 
of  constructing  that  railway. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Would  the  line  be  owned 
bv  the.  Commonwealth  Government? 

'  Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— If  it  were 
constructed  by  the  Federation,  tindoubtedly 
it  would.  But  I  would  point  out  to  honor- 
able members  that  at  the  present  stage  the 
question  of  oonstnicti(Hi  is  not  under  con- 
sideration. The  whole  point  involved  is, 
"  Do  we  think  that  Western  Australia  has 
such  a  legitimate  case  for  inquiry  that  the 
Federal  Government,  which  would  own  the 
line,  if  constructed,  should  expend  a  limited 
sum  in  making  that  inquiry  ?" 

Mr.  Bbuce  Smith. — Then  the  ;^2o,ooo 
is  really  to  be  spent  upon  an  inquiry  ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Yes ;  by 
adopting  this  resolutieni  Parliament  will 
not  be  committed  to  the  cmstruction  of  the 
line  in  any  way. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — ^Who  has  to  pay  the 
^20,000? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  Com- 
monwealth Government. 

Mr.  Bbuce  Smith. — What  is  the  use  of 
saying  that  the  expenditure  contemplated 
is  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  inquiry  ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— What  is 
the  use  of  urging  that  the  survey  cannot 
partake  of  the  nature  of  an  inquiry,  because 
an  expenditure  is  involved?  Perhaps  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Parkes 
has  not  read  the  terms  of  the  resolution.  I 
do  think  that  a  sufficient  case  has  been 
made  out  by  the  people  of  Western  Austra- 
lia to  warrant  an  examination  being  made 
into  the  cost  of  the  proposed  railway  and 
the  route  it  should  take,  if  constructed.  If 
the  resolution  be  adopted*  Parliament  will 
still  retain  the  power  to  sancti(»i  the  work 
or  otherwise,  according  to  what,  on  the 
information    gained,   honorable  members 


deem  themselves  justified  in  dcnng.  I 
do  not  intend  to  enlarge  upon  the 
matter.  I  will  only  add  that  the  justice 
of  the  claim  of  Western  Australia  iias  im- 
pressed itself  up(m  three  Adioinistrations. 
Surely  that  is  s(Hne  indication  that  there 
is  reason  for  the  request  whicn  is  nude 
by  that  State.  4  can  quite  believe  that  at 
a  later  stage  reasons  may  be  adtranceil  in 
favour  of  the  construction  of  the  railway — 
such,  for  example,  as  its  value  from  the 
stand-point  of  defence,  and  the  desiratnlitj 
of  having  an  approach  to  that  important 
part  of  Australia  by  a  means  whidi  could 
not  be  interfered  with  ^y  any  Power,  which 
might  be  at  war  with  Great  Britain,  plac- 
ing fleets  upon  our  coast.  There  are  other 
reasons  which  might  be  urged  in  its  favour 
— many  reasons.  But  I  quite  admit  that, 
despite  all  those  reasons,  we  may  find,  afta 
this  survey  has  been  made,  that  it  is  not  de- 
sirable to  oxistruct  the  proposed  railway. 
Nevertheless,  I  ask  the  Committee  to  give 
to  Western  Australia  at  least  that  oonsidera' 
tion  which  is  now  asked,  and  to  sanction  a 
limited  expenditure,  so  that  we  may  know 
what  the  construction  of  the  railwav  will 
involve,  and  so  that  we  may  be  in  a  better 
position  at  a  future  date  to  decide  whether 
that  portitm  of  the  ccHitinent  should 
be  connected  wit4i  the  more  thickly  pecu- 
lated, and  more  favorably  situated,  east- 
em  shore-line  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Bbuce  Smith. — Do  the  Govemmertt 
propose  to  ask  Western  Australia  to  contri- 
bute anything  towards  this  expenditure  of 

;^2O,0OO  ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON— Wertera 
Australia  will  contribute. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — ^How  much  ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— She  will 
contribute  her  proportion  according  to  pc^- 
lation. 

Mr.  Bbuce  Smith. — Do  the  GovemDent 
propose  to  ask  Western  Australia  to  coo- 
tribute  anything  more  than  her  Federal  pro- 
portion ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— That  State 
will  contribute  the  proportion  for  which  she 
is  liable.  The  honorable  ^nd  learned 
member  ^cnows  that  if  we  pass  a  measure 
authorizing  the  expenditure  of  jt^20.ooo  that 
expenditure  must  be  allocated  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  tbe  Coostitu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — Do  the  Ministry  in- 
tend to  ask  Western  Ajjstralia  to  contribute 
more  than  her  proportion  ? 
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Mr.  FowLEK. — ^Would  it  be  fair  to  ask 
Western  Australia  to  omtribute  to  a  pro- 
posal which  may  ccxidemn  the  line? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  pro- 
posal to  construct  the  railway,  I  would  re- 
mind the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Parkes,  is  not  now  before  the  Commit- 
tee. The  matter  immediately  under  con- 
■ideratim  is  a  proposal  to  expend  ;^2o,ooo 
upiMi  a  survey  of  the  line.  That  money 
will  be  allocated  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution  just  as  other  expenditure 
is  allocated.  If  we  consider  that  the  claim 
of  Western  Australia  is  altogether  baseless, 
that  she  has  no  title  to  consideration  in  this 
matter,  that  she.  should  never  have  put  for- 
ward her  proposal,  and  that  no  encourag:.'- 
ment  should  have  been  given  to  it  before  she 
joined  the  Union,  we  might  put  it  on  one 
side,  and  we  could  then  deal  with  the 
question  entirely  from  the  stand-point  (;f 
the  desirability  or  otherwise  of  construct- 
ing the  pn^iosed  railway.  But  I  think  that 
the  western  State  4ias  established,  at  any 
rate,  a  good  case  for  inquiry,  and  as  the 
Commonwealth  Government,  and  not  the 
States,  will  own  the  railway,  if  it  be  even- 
tually constructed — because  the  undertaking 
affects  not  only  Western  Australia,  but  also 
South  Australia  and  the  eastern  States  — 
we  should  at  least  elicit  the  facts  ne';■^ssl^y 
to  enable  us  to  decide  whether  the  work 
should  be  undertaken  or  not.  I  therefore 
commend  the  proposal  to  the  c<xisiier<jt)on 
of  honorable  members. 

Mr.  WATSON  (Bland).— I  intend  to 
support  the  proposal  of  the  Government, 
though  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  understood 
that,  because  I  shall  vote  for  a  survey  of  the 
proposed  Transcontinental  Railway,  I  shall, 
therefore,  if  I  am  in  Parliament  when  sub- 
sequent action  is  taken  In  regard  to  it,  con- 
sider myself  committed  to  vote  for  the 
oxistructicm  of  the  line.  I  am  endeavour- 
ing to  keep  an  absolutely  open  mind  in  re- 
spect to  the  main  Question  invohcd  in  the 
project  we  now  have  before  us.  One  can- 
not look  with  indifference  upon  the  proposal 
to  connect  by  rail  the  extreme  western  State 
of  the  Conmionwealth  with  the  more  thickly 
populated  eastern  States.  Such  a  con- 
nexion must  eventually  be  of  immense  im- 
portance to  Australia. 

Mr.  Fow^EK. — It  must  come  sooner  or 
later. 

Mr.  Kknnkpy.;— The  later  the  better. 

Mr.  WATSON. — It  must  come  some  day. 
To  my  mind,  it  is  important,  for  commercial 
as  well  as  for  strategic  reasons,  that  there 


should  s<Mne  day  be  this  connexion;  but 
whether,  urith  our  comparatively  small 
populati(»i,  we  are  at  present  justi- 
fied in  expending  between  ;^4,odo,ooo 
and  ;£5,ooo,ooo  upcm  the  work,  de- 
pends altogether  upon  the  probabi  • 
lity  of  its  returning,  within  a  reasonable 
time,  at  least  a  fair  proportion  of  the  inte- 
rest on  the  cost  and  the  working  expenses  of 
the  railway.  The  evidence  we  have  on  the 
subject  so  far  is  somewhat  meagre.  Opti- 
mistic statements  have  been  made  by  the  re- 
presentatives of  Western  Australia  as  to  the 
possibilities  of  the  line,  and  I  am  sure  we 
all  sympathise  with  their  patriotism,  but 
there  is  comparatively  little  evidence  upon 
which  an  unbiased  observer  can  form  an  ac- 
curate opinicHi  of  its  prospects.  I  have  seen 
the  reports  of  the  engineer  who  made  a  flying 
survey  of  the  route  as  to  the  character  of  the 
country  passed  through,  and  they  have 
rather  surprised  me.  He  admitted  that  the 
opportunities  for  the  conservaticm  of  water, 
which  are  so  necessary  to  make  the  country 
reproductive,  are  not  apparent;  but  he 
seemed  to  ha\'e  the  firmest  opinion  that  the 
land  would,  in  a  large  measure,  eventually 
prove  profitable  for  pastoral  settle- 
ment. The  question  of  water  supply  would 
be  an  immediately  pressing  one,  if  the  rail- 
way were  constructed,  but  we  have  recently 
had  rather  encouraging  reports  as  to  the 
possibilitv  of  obtaining  artesian  water 
within  the  areas  that  would  be  traversed 
by  the  line.  We  have,  therefore,  I  think, 
sufficient  evidence  to  justify  us  in  expend- 
ing the  comparatively  small  sum  asked  for 
in  obtaining  a  proper  survey  of  the  proposed 
route.  I  take  it  that  that  sur\ey  will  not 
be  an  investigatiwi  merely  of  the  country 
within,  say,  a  few  hundred  yards  on  each 
side  of  the  direct  route,  from  a  point  at  the 
head  of  Spencer's  Gulf  to  Kalgoorlie.  but 
that  cross -sections  will  be  made  to  deter- 
mine the  nature  of  the  coimtry  north  and 
south  of  the  proposed  line.  If  that  is  done, 
we  shall  4iave  a  more  comprehensive  idea 
of  the  character  of  the  country  that  will  be 
served  than  can  be  obtained  from  a  mere 
flying  survey  of  the  direct  route.  In  regard 
to  the  question  asked  of  the  Minister  of 
Home  Affairs  by  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Parkes,  I  may  say  that,  imme* 
diately  on  assuming  office,  some  mcmths  ago, 
I  entered  into  communication  with  the 
then  Premier  of  Western  Australia,  Mr. 
James,  to  ascertain  whether  his  Govenmient 
would  guarantee  to  bear  a  larger  share  ol 
any    loss  that   might   accrue   from  the 
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construction  and  working  of  the  proposed 
railway  than  would  have  to  be  borne  by  the 
State  in  proportion  to  its  population,  and, 
after  a  number  of  ocxnmunications  had 
passed  between  us,  some  of  which  have  been 
laid  up(Hi  the  table  of  the  House,  4ie  stated 
that  he  was  prepared  to  promise,  on  behalf 
of  his  Government,  a  liberal  ccmtribution 
over  and  above  what  the  State  would  have 
to  pay  on  a  population  basis  towards  meet- 
ing any  loss  which  might  accrue  during  the 
first  ten  yeara  after  the  line  was  con- 
striKted. 

Mr.  Johnson. — ^Was  anything  said 
about  the  increment  in  value  which  would 
be  given  to  the  land  along  the  route  of  the 
line? 

Mr.  WATSON.— No ;  but  seeing  that  it 
is  State-owned  land  

Mr.  Kennedy. — ^And  seeing,  moreover, 
that  the  State  is  not  to  pay  for  the  rail- 
way ! 

Mr.  Mahon. — ^At  any  rate,  private  indi- 
viduals will  not  obtain  the  benefit  of  the 
added  value  given  to  the  land  by  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  C<»nmonwealth. 

Mr.  WATSON.— As  the  State  owns  the 
land  through  which  the  line  would  pass,  the 
interjection  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Moira  adds  fores  to  the  contenticm  that 
Western  Australia  may  be  expected  to  make 
a  special  contribution  towards  meeting  any 
possible  loss ;  and  the  Premier  of  that  State 
met  my  suggestion  in  a  meet  liberal  spirit 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — His  pn»nise  was  a 
rather  vague  one. 

Mr.  WATSON. —  He  very  properly 
pointed  out  in  the  correspondence  that,  as  it 
is  not  known  what  the  railway  would  cost, 
and  as  it  is  impossible  to  make  any  proper 
estimate  of  its  cost  until  a  survey  has  been 
undertaken,  it  is  rather  premature  to  state 
definitely  what  contribution  the  State  would 
make^  but  I  regarded  his  offer  as  one  made 
in  the  most  generous  spirit,  and  I  am  given 
to  understand  that  the  present  Government 
of  the  State  is  willing  to  carry  out  the  un- 
dertaking arrived  at  between  us. 

Mr.  JoiiNSON. — The  point  I  wish  to 
emphasize  is  that  the  Federal  expenditure 
will  increase  the  value  of  State  land. 

Mr.  FowLEH. — ^T.hat  is  so  with  all  Fede- 
ral expenditure.  Even  the  erection  by  the 
Commonwealth  of  a  post-office  increases  the 
value  of  the  adjacent  State  land. 

Air.  WATSON.— I  have  always  been  a 
believer  in  the  idea  that  persons  through 
whose  land  a  railway  is  made,  should  give 
to  the  State  some  guarantee  against  loss  on 


its  construction  and  working,  and,  when  a 
member  of  the  New  South  Wales  Parlia- 
ment, 1  was  one  of  those  who  moved  lo 
get  the  principle  adopted  in  oxmexion 
with  some  of  the  railways  onutnicted  by 
the  State  of  recent  years.  What  I  speak 
of  is  not  a  betterment  tax,  as  the  tenn  is 
ordinarily  understood,  but  a  guarantee 
against  loss  to  the  authority  otmstructing 
the  railway.  The  principle  was  adopted 
years  ago  in  the  Irish  Light  Railways  Act, 
and  has  been  found  to  work  most  satis- 
factorily ever  since  —  the  land-owners 
guai'anteeing  to  the  ccxistnicting  authority, 
whether  it  be  the  State  or  a  private  com- 
pany, a  certain  proportim  of  any  loss  that 
might  accrue  from  the  constructim  of  a 
line. 

Sir  John  Foskest. — More  than  half  <tf 
the  proposed  nulway  will  be  in  Sooth  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  was  successful  in 
getting  the  principle  I  speak  of  inocw- 
porated  in  some  of  the  measures  passed 
by  the  New  South  Wales  Parliament  of 
late  years  sanctioning  railway  omstiuc' 
tion,  and  the  result  encouraged  me  to  ask 
of  the  Premier  of  Western  Australia  the 
question  to  which  I  have  referred — Whe- 
ther his  State  would  be  prepared  to  bear 
a  proportion  of  the  loss,  if  any,  which 
might  accrue  in  amnexbn  with  the  con* 
stnicticn  of  the  line?  As  I  have  said,  I 
was  met  in  a  most  generous  spirit 

Mr.  Kelly. — Did  the  honorable  mem- 
ber ask  the  same  question  of  the  Premier 
of  South  Australia? 

Mr.  WATSON.— No;  but  I  asked  the 
Premier  of  South  Australia  if  he  would 
be  prepared  to  ask  the  State  Parliament  to 
pass  a  Bill  to  sanction  the  constructioa  of 
the  line. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Why  did  not  the  hmorable 
member  ask  the  same  questacm  of  boA 
Premiers? 

Mr.  WATSON.— In  arrangements  be- 
tween Governments,  just  as  in  business  ar- 
rangements, it  is  well  to  proceed  step  by 
step,  and  the  first  step  to  take  was  to  g^ 
the  Government  of  South  Australia  to  con- 
sent to  ask  the  Parliament  of  the  State  to 
sanction  the  cwistruction  of  the  line 
through  its  territory.  Up  to  the  present 
time  the  South  Australian  Parliament  has 
not  given  that  sanction ;  butf  under  the 
Constitution,  it  must  be  given  before  the 
railway  can  be  cmistructed  by  the  Con- 
monwudth. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thoicsoh. — South  Australia 
has  agreed  to  the  survey  htax^  made. 

Digitjzed  by  Google 


Kalgoorlie  to  Port         [13  Seftembek,  1904.]       Augusta  Ratlway,  4547 


Mr.  WATSON.— The  Government  of  the 
State  when  in  communication  with  me  raised 
no  objection  whatever  to  the  survey  being 
made,  but  they  refused  to  commit  them- 
selves on  the  main  question  as  to  whether 
they  would  or  would  not  ask  the  Parliament 
of  South  Australia  to  sanction  the  construc- 
tion of  the  line. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — The  honorable  member  re- 
gards the  motion  merely  as  one  to  provide 
for  an  investigation.  It  does  not  bind  him 
in  any  way. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Quite  so.  I  have 
already  said  that.  I  hold  myself  free, 
if  the  evidence  seems  to  warrant  such  ac- 
tion, to  vote  against  the  proposal  to  cchi- 
struct  the  line  if  it  is  0Ver  brought  forward, 
and  I  happen  to  be  here  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Bruce  Suith. — ^The  question  is 
whether  the  investigation  should  not  be 
undertaken  at  the  expense  of  the  people  who 
would  chiefly  benefit 

Mr.  Fowler. — The  whole  Commonwealth 
would  benefit. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  question  asked  by 
die  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Parkes  is  a  matter  for  argument  It  is 
not  one  upon  which  one  can  dogmatize. 
Hiere  is  more  reasra  why  the  Common- 
wealth  should  take  some  share  of  responsi- 
bility in  connexion  with  this  proposal  than 
would  apply  to  any  other  railway  proposal 
that  might  come  before  us,  since  it  is  one 
which  has  in  view  the  giving  of  c(»nmunica- 
tion  to  a  State  which  is  widely  separated 
from  the  other  States. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber think  that  there  was  a  tacit  understand- 
ing on  this  matter  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  do  not  attach  very 
much  importance  to  the  promises  or  semi- 
pnxnises  made  cm  the  subject  by  those  who 
at  the  time  had  no  authority  to  speak  for 
Australia.  The  people  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia may  have  heat  led  into  looking  upon 
Federatioi  more  favorably  because  of  the 
statements  of  certain  leading  politidans 
of  the  other  States  than  they  would  other- 
wise have  done. 

Sir  John  Fcmekest. — ^There  is  no  doubt 
about  that. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Still  that  fact  does  not 
bind  the  people  of  Australia  as  a  whole, 
though  it  should  bind  those  who  made  the 
promises  to  exercise  their  influence  and  to 
give  their  votes  few  the  construction  of  the 
line 

Mr.  Watkims.  —  Why  should  not  the 
Cc»niDonwealth  also  build  a  bridge  to  Tas- 
mania? 


Mr.  FowLEK. — The  suggestion  has  been 
made  that  the  Commonwealth  should  sub- 
sidize a  line  of  steamers  between  the  main- 
land and  Tasmania. 

Mr.  WATSON.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Newcastle  would  furnish  designs 
for  a  bridge  which  could  be  constructed  at 
a  reasonable  cost,  I,  for  one,  should  be  pre- 
pared to  consider  the  matter.  I  am  glad 
that  the  Govenunent  have  seen  tit  to  in- 
troduce this  Bill  at  an  early  stage,  and  I 
shall  support  the  proposal  it  contains. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH  (Parkes).— I  "30 
not  thiok  that  there  is  any  necessity  to  em- 
phasize the  proposition  ^at,  although  the 
Committee  may  agree  to  this  moticxi,  no 
honorable  member  will  in  any  way  be  bound 
to  subsequently  vote  for  the  construction  of 
the  proposed  railway.  There  is  no  need 
to  look  so  far  ahead  as  that  in  any  criticism, 
of  the  proposal  now  before  us.  I  think 
that  this  is  a  very  serious  matter,  and  al- 
though I  have  every  desire  to  assist  the 
Govonment  in  thnr  legislation,  the  ex- 
planation which  we  have  had  does  not 
seem  to  me  to  recognise  the  seriousness  of 
so  novel  a  proposal. 

Mr.  Fowler. — It  is  not  a  novel  proposal, 
because  it'  has  been  before  two  Govern- 
ments. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— Although  a  com- 
paratively small  expenditure  is  involved, 
the  principle  at  issue  is  a  very  large  one. 
The  Commonwealth  is,  for  the  first  time, 
being  asked  to  undertake  the  first  stage 
in  the  constructitm  of  a  railway  primarily 
for  the  benefit  of  one  State,  and  we  should 
therefore  consider  what  principle  is  to  be 
observed  in  these  matters.  The  Minister, 
in  explaining  the  proposal  to  the  House, 
said  that  we  must  remember  that  the  railway 
would  ultimately  belong  to  the  Common- 
wealth. Now,  in  the  history  of  railway  con- 
struction in  Australia,  the  'consolation  of 
Governments  which  have  constructed  rail- 
ways which  gave  no  immediate  return  has 
been  that  they  are  incre/asing  the  value  of 
their  landed  estate.  I  admit  thai  the  sum 
now  asked  iot  is  a  comparatively  small 
one. 

Mr.  HuHB  Cook. — ^What  is  to  be  the 
cost  of  the  proposed  sur\'ey  ? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— ;^zo,ooo. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — The  amount  is  not 
mentioned  in  the  motion. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH— No,  but  I  un- 
derstand  that  that  is  to  be  the  maximum  ex- 
penditure. 
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Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — That  is  the 
suni  provided  for  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— Although  the 
sum  provided  for  is  comparatively  small, 
we  are  now  being  asked  to  take  a  prelimin- 
ary step  which  involves  a  very  great  princi- 
ple. We  are  being  asked  to  construct  a 
railway  at  the  expense  of  the  Common- 
wealth, while  the  whole  of  the  increment 
in  value  which  it  will  give  to  the  land 
through  which  it  passes  will  go,  not  to  the 
Commonwealth,  but  to  a  State. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — That  will 
always  be  the  case  when  the  Common- 
wealth constructs  a  railway. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— Yes,  but  as  this 
is  the  first  instance  in  which  we  have  been 
asked  to  sanction  such  a  railway,  the  Com- 
mittee should  consider  very  carefully  the 
precedent  which  we  are  establishing. 

Mr.  tFowLEH. — Do  we  not  establish  that 
principle  every  time  we  build  a  post-office  ? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— No;  because  the 
principle  was  established  when  we  built 
our  first  post-office.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  a  most  enthusiastic  supporter  of  this 
project,  and  naturally  so,  not  only  in  its 
preliminary,  but  in  its  ultimate,  stages,  and 
I  wish  him  to  recognise  that  an  impoTtant 
principle  is  involved  in  the  proposal  now 
before  us.  I  do  not  wish  to  single  myself 
out  as  an  opponent  of  it,  but,  years  ago, 
when  Federation  was  being  advocated,  I 
opposed  the  idea  of  the  Commonwealth  con- 
structing this  railway  at  an  expenditure  of 
many  miilions  of  money. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — This  railway  ? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— Yes. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  was  nerer  pro 
posed  before. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— It  was  mentioned 
at  the  Federal  Conventions,  and,  during  the 
Federal  campaign,  the  representatives  of 
Western  Australia  contended  that  ulti- 
mately that  State  must  be  connected  wiih 
the  eastern  railway  systems,  in  order  that 
it  might  be  brought  into  close  union  with 
the  State  in  which  the  Capital  was  to  be 
established. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — And  reascxiablv  so, 
too. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— The  right  hon- 
orable  gentleman  can  advance  that  new 
when  he  addresses  the  House.  The  fact 
that  previous  Go\'emments  have  been  in 
fa\'Our  of  making  the  proposed  8ur\'ey  af- 
fords no  argument  why  the  work  should  be 
undertaken  by  the  present  GoverrmKnt. 


Sir  John  Forrest. — At  all  events,  it  is 
an  evidence  of  unanimity  on  the  part  ot 
those  who  have  been  in  power. 

Mr,  BRUCE  SMITH.— It  shows  that 

we-  are  entitled  to  expect  the  Goverrunent 
to  call  upon  the  people  who  are  going  to  be 
so  largely  benefited  by  the  construction  of 
the  line  to  contribute  to  the  initial  cost. 
Surely  it  is  fair  to  say  to  the  people  of 
Western  Australia — "  We  are  perfectly 
willing  to  embark  upon  a  preliminary  sui- 
vey,  with  a  view  to  the  ultimate  construc- 
tion of  this  line  if,  in  view  of  the  fact  tiiat 
you  are  to  be  specially  benefited,  you  will 
c(»itribute  something  mcH-e  than  your  pr» 
rata  or  per  capita  share  towards  the  cost." 
The  Government  might  very  well  say  to 
the  people  of  Western  Australia  

Sir  John  Forrest. — And  also  to  the 
people  of  South  Australia. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— Yes,  and  also  to 
the  people  of  South  Australia — "  In  the  re- 
port furnished  by  certain  engineers  upon 
t^iis  line,  it  is  represented  that  it  is  likely 
in  ten  years  to  produce  very  satisfactory 
results,  and,  inasmuch  as  these  results  can- 
not be  produced  until  this  preliminary  ex- 
penditure of  ;£2o,ooo  is  incurred,  you 
should  contribute  more  than  your  share  per 
capita."  It  might  be  very  fairly  said — 
"  This  railway  will  primarily  benefit  you 
both,  by  establishing  a  trade  so  large  that 
the  profit  resulting  from  it  will  defray  the 
interest  upon  the  large  capital  outlay  in- 
TOlved,  and  by  enormously  increasing  the 
value  of  your  territories,  and,  therefore,  we 
shall  expect  you,  in  the  first  place,  at  all 
events,  to  find  the  mcmey  to  defray  the  cost 
of  the  preliminary  survey.  If  the  Com- 
monwealth should  ultimately  decide  to  con- 
struct the  line  as  a  Commonwealth  property, 
we  shall  return  you  the  ^20,000  expended 
upon  the  survey." 

Mr.  Maloney. — ^A  very  good  suggestion. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  do  not  expect 
honorable  members  representing  Western 
Australia  to  sympathize  with  my  atti- 
tude upon  this  question.  It  is  ver>-  natural 
that  they  should  desire  lo  have  the  work 
carried  out  in  the  interests  of  iheir  State. 
I  wish  them  to  accept  my  assurance  that  I 
am  taking  up  my  present  position  only  be- 
cause I  think  that  it  is  fair  and  equitable  to 
the  other  States  that  the  expenditure  in- 
volved should  come  primarily  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  two  States  to  be  specially 
benefited,  even  though  it  may  ullunately  bie 
recouped  by  the  Conunonwealth. 
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Mr.  Carpenter. — Would  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  apply  the  same  prin- 
ciple to  the  expenditure  upon  Che  Federal 
Capital  ? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  should  be  yeiy 
sorry  if  any  representative  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia were  to  think  that  I  offer  my  criticism 
in  any  spirit  of  Inter-State  rivalry.  I  have 
all  along  been  disposed — if  I  have  not  ac- 
tually manifested  that  dispositicm — to  de- 
precate the  practice  of  constantly  setting  up 
State  against  State,  and  it  is  because  I  en- 
deavour to  look  at  this  question  in  its  pre- 
liminary stage  from  the  Commonwealth 
point  of  view,  that  I  should  <have  liked  to 
see  some  principle  laid  down  by  the  Go- 
vernment to  justify  the  proposed  expendi- 
ture without  first  making  a  strong  demand 
upon  the  two  States  which  are  to  be  spe- 
cially benefited  to  contribute'  the  money  in 
the  first  place. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — We  all  have  to  con- 
tribute towards  the  expenditure  upon  the 
Federal  Capital,  w.hich  is  to  be  located  in 
the  New  So-Jth  Wales  territory. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  should  like  the 
Committee  to  consider  this  proposal  in  the 
light  of  a  precedent.  It  will  be  said  by- 
and-by  that  the  precedent  does  not 
depend  upon  the  proposed  work  being  a 
railway,  but  upon  its  being  a  public  work ; 
and  I  can  quite  foresee  that  in  the  future 
attempts  might  be  made  to  place  more  en- 
terprises of  this  kind  upon  the  shoulders  of 
the  Commonwealth,  on  the  ground  that 
Western  Australia  was  receiving  this  advan- 
tage. As  I  pointed  out,  the  two  chief  ad- 
vantages, if  not  the  only  ones  that  are  likely 
to  result  from  the  construction  of  the  line, 
apart  from  the  fact  that  it  will  bring  the 
western  State  into  closer  union  with  the 
eastern  States,  will  be  the  esta'blishment  of 
commercial  traffic  between  Western  Aus- 
tralia and  the  eastern  States,  and  the  great 
increment  in  value  of  territory  which  will 
accrue  to  Western  Australia  and  South  Aus- 
tralia. At  the  present  time  this  Committee 
is  very  ill-informefd  as  to  the  character  of 
the  country  through  which  the  line  is  to 
pass. 

Mr.  Fowler. — We  admit  that 
Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  have  read  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  engineers  who 
were  appointed  to  inquire  into  this  matter, 
and  I  say  that,  although  a  flying  survey  is 
a  work  which  is  peculiarly  within  the  pro- 
vince of  an  engineer,  a  member  of  that  pro- 
fession is  one  of  the  last  men  in  the  world 
to  be  considered  qualified  to  estimate  the 


commercial  results  of  a  proposed  railway. 
I  had  the  honour  of  being  the  Minister  for 
railway  construction  during  the  three  years 
that  I  occupied  the  position  of  Secretary  for 
Public  Works  in  New  South  Wales,  and  I 
know  very  well  that  one  never  thought  of 
asking  the  engineers  who  made  the  flying 
survey  in  oonnexico  with  a  new  line  to  ex- 
press their  (pinions  upon  its  commelrcial 
prospects.  AH  the  engineers  were  asked  to 
do  was,  in  the  course  of  their  professional 
business,  to  make  their  flying  or  thdr  ulti- 
mate survey,  as  the  case  might  be,  and  the 
Railway  Commissioners  were  called  upon  to 
report  upon  the  commercial  prospects  of  the 
line.  It  is  provided  in  the  Public  Works 
Act  of  New  South  Wales  that  no  proposals 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Works  for  investigation  until 
the  Railway  Cc»nmissioners  have  added  to 
the  information  supplied  by  the  engineers, 
by  reporting  upon  the  commercial  prospects 
of  a  project.  Of  course,  this  may  be  con- 
sidered a  mere  side  issue  here,  but  it  is  im- 
portant that  we  should  recollect  that  the 
Committee  is  not  at  the  present  time  in  a 
position  to  form  any  clear  conception  with 
regard  to  the  character  of  the  country 
through  which  the  railway  will  pass. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Oh,  yes;  we  have 
the  reports  furnished  by  the  surveyors  who 
travelled  over  the  proposed  route, 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  have  read  most 
carefully  the  reports  of  the  engineers. 
Mr.  Henry  Deane,  Engineer-in-Chief 
in  New  South  Wales,  travelled  over 
a  portion  of  the  route,  and  he  was  one 
of  the  engineers  who  made  the  estimate  of 
the  probable  cost,  and  stated  that  the  line 
was  likely  to  produce  satisfactory  results  in 
ten  years.  I  am  not,  for  a  moment,  at- 
tempting to  criticise  the  line  as  a  commer- 
cial undertaking.  That  would  be  prema- 
ture. But  the  fact  that  we  are  not  com- 
mitting ourselves  to  the  construction  of  the 
line  affords  no  reason  why  we  should  in 
silence,  and  without  full  consideration,  pass 
a  proposal — the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  Com- 
monwealth— to  spend  ;^2o,ooo  upon  the 
survey  of  a  line  which  is  to  benefit  primarily 
two  States  which  are  not  being  asked  to 
ccmtribute  one  copper,  beyond  their  fer 
capita  proportion,  towards  the  expenditure. 
That  is  my  point,  and  I  contend  that  my 
position  is  a  sound  one.  I  am  not  speaking 
in  any  spirit  of  antagonism  to  Western  Aus- 
tralia, because  no  one  would  be  more 
pleased  than  I  should  be  if  the  commercial 
prospects  were    such    as  to  justify 
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constructiOD  of  the  line.  I  think  that  it  is 
one  of  the  most  unfortunate  circumst&oces 
in  connexion  with  the  Commonwealth  that 
the  centres  of  populati<Hi  are  so  wide  apart 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  ioz  men  who 
do  not  give  up  the  whole  of  their  time  to 
political  work  to  attend  Parliament,  and 
take  part  in  its  deliberations.  I  should  be 
one  of  the  first  to  rejoice  if  the  conunerdal 
prospects  axild  be  shown  to  justify  the  cot- 
struction  of  the  line.  I  would  most 
strongly  impress  upon  the  Committee  that 
it  is  (Mily  fair  that  we  should  ask 
the  Government  for  an  assurance  that 
all  the  necessary  steps  have  been 
taken  to  obtain  from  the  States 
which  are  likely  to  be  primarily  benefited 
by  the  omstcuction  of  the  line,  some  sub- 
stantial contributuui  tow&rds  the  pro- 
posed expenditure. 

Mr.  Mahon. — It  is  hopeless  to  expect 
South  Australia  to  make  any  special  contri- 
bution. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  do  not  know 
that.  I  can  hardly  conclude  that  it  is  hope- 
less to  make  such  a  request^  even  in  the  case 
of  South  Australia,  because  we  know  that 
some  hundreds  of  miles  of  the  present 
South  Australian  railways  would  be  upon 
the  route  of  the  prc^>osed  transcontineitfal 
line.  The  traffic  upon  the  Port  Augusta 
railway  at  present  is  limited,  and  every  one 
must  recognise  that  if  a  through  line  were 
ultimately  constructed,  and  a  large  trade 
such  as  would  be  necessary  to  justify  the 
proposed  work  became  an  accomplished 
fact,  South  Australia  would  benefit  very 
largely  from  the  increased  traffic 
over  her  existing  line.  Therefore,  it 
ought  to  be  very  easy  to  demonstrate,  not 
only  to  the  Western  Australian  Government, 
but  also  to  the  South  Australian  Govern- 
ment, that  a  very  great  future  would  be  in 
store  for  them.  It  would  surely  be  reasonable 
for  us  to  say,  "  We  are  p^ectly  willing 
to  take  this  preHminary  step,  but  we  are 
not  going  to  do  it  at  the  e;tpense  of  the 
Commonwealth  if  the  project  should  not  be 
undertaken.  If  you,  between  you,  will  con- 
tribute this  comparatively  small  sum — be- 
cause it  is  a  comparatively  small  sum — we 
shall  undertake  

Mr  Mahon. — If  the  States  wished  to 
incur  the  expense  of  the  survey,  they  need 
not  ask  the  consent  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— Is  not  the  fact 
that  there  is  no  mo\*ement  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  proposed  railway  in  those  States 
a  very  strong  argument  agunst  the  present 
proposal? 


Mr.  Mahon. — ^There  is  a  movement  in 
Western  Australia. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.  —  Then  let  the 
movement  go  on  1 

Sir  John  Forbest. — We  can  do  nothing 
except  with  the  ctmsent  of  the  South  Aus- 
tralian Parliament. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— One  honorable 
member  for  Western  Australia  says  there  is 
a  movement  in  that  State  in  favour  of  the 
ocaistruction  of  the  railway,  but  when  I 
turn  to  the  right  boncwable  member  f<w 
Swan,  who  has  infinitely  greater  experience, 
he  says,  "  We  can  do  nothing  without 
South  Australia." 

Sir  John  Forkest. — Nor  can  we,  be- 
cause the  proposed  line  would  pass  through 
550  miles  of  South  Australian  territor}*. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— 1  am  perfealy 
well  aware  of  that.  That  is  my  reason 
for  pointing  out  that  the  Government  might 
well  have  approached  these  two  States,  and 
have  asked  them  to  contribute  a  luge  part, 
if  not  all,  of  this  expenditure  of  ^^20,000, 
subject  to  one  condition.  If  the  line  be 
ultimately  constructed,  it  viU  undoubtedly 
be  COminonwealth  property,  althtMigfa  if 
the  sanguine  accounts  we  hear  about 
the  land  are  true,  it  will  add  enor- 
mously to  the  increment  of  Western 
Australian  State  property.  The  Prime 
Minister  is  now  present,  and  I  would  submit 
to  him  that  the  Commonwealth  should  hate 
approached  the  Governments  of  South  Aus- 
tralia and  Western  Australia,  and  have 
said,  "  We  are  perfectly  willing  to  em- 
bark up(Hi  this  preliminary  survey  

Sir  John  Forkkst.  —  The  two  Sutes 
could  embark  on  it,  even  if  we  were  not 
willing. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  would  answer 
that  interjection  by  asking  why  they  do  not 
embark  upon  it  ?  If  Western  Australia 
and  South  Australia  are  going  to  ben>.'M- 
to  the  extent  to  which  my  right  honorable 
friend  says  they  will  by  the  construction 
of  this  line  

Sir  John  Forrbst. — I  have  not  said 
anything. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.  —  I  haw  heard 
my  right  honorable  friend  s^tak  of  the 
merchandise  which  is  to  be  carried  over 
the  line,  and  of  the  passengers  who  will 
be  in  such  a  hurry  to  reach  the  eastern 
States,  that  they  will  leave  the  oomfortable 
and  snug  decks  of  a  Pacific  and  Oriental 
or  Orient  steamer  for  a  three  days'  rail- 
way journey  acrou  a  stre^  of  country  
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Mr.  Maugbr. — Was  the  honorable  and 
learned  membez  ever  in  a  stivni? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— In  many,  both 
political  and  natural.  It  would  have  been 
a  very  fair  thing,  from  a  business  point 
of  view,  had  the  Commonwealth  Govern- 
ment saTd  to  the  two  States  concerned, 
"  This  is  a  scheme  which,  if  it  results 
in  the  construction  of  the  line,  will  enor- 
mously benefit  you.  The  preliminary  sur- 
vey will  involve  an  expenditure  of 
^2o,Goo.  We  are  perfectly  willing  to  em- 
bark CXI  this  survey,  provided  that  you  will 
pay  the  cost,  on  the  understanding  that  if 
the  railway  be  ultimately  constructed,  and 
become  Commonwealth  property,  we  will 
recoup  you  in  respect  of  it." 

Sir  John  Forsest. — A  tremendous  ex- 
penditure !  The  honorable  and  learned 
member  has  such  small  ideas. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  have  impa- 
tience manifested  in  front  of  me,  and  be- 
hind me.  I  need  only  an  ^ibition  of  it 
on  either  side,  to  allow  of  my  pointing  out 
my  position  by  paraphrasing  a  well-l^own 
poem.  What  I  am  endeavouring  to  do  in 
the  midst  of  these  frequent  interruptitxu, 
is  to  oxisider  this  matter  from  a  business 
point  of  view.  We  are  bound  to  have  re- 
gard to  that  consideration  in  dealing  with 
the  finances  of  the  Commonwealth.  We 
should  say  to  the  two  States  con- 
cerned, "  This  undertaking  may  re- 
sult ultimately  in  the  construction  of  the 
line ;  the  railway  will  be  of  enormous  bene- 
fit to  you  in  view  of  the  increment  in  the 
value  of  the  land  which  will  take  place 
on  both  sides  of  it."  It  might  be  said 
to  South  Australia.  "  It  will  put  you 
into  much  closer  touch  with  Europe,"  and 
to  Western  Australia,  It  will  put  you  into 
much  closer  touch  with  the  eastern  States. 
We  are  perfectly  willing  to  take  this  pre- 
liminary step,  provided  that  you  bear  the 
expenditure  in  the  first  place,  on  the  imder- 
standing  that  if  the  line  be  ultimately  con- 
structed, and  owned  by  the  Commonwealth, 
it  will  recoup  you  in  respect  of  this 
outlay,  as  being  part  of  the  total 
cost  of  the  scheme.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  survey  results  in  demonstrating  the 
practical  impossibility  of  making  this  line, 
by  reason  of  its  great  cost,  as  compared 
with  its  commercial  prospects,  we  shall 
expect  you  to  bear  this  cost."  I 
think  that  is  a  very  fair  proposal. 
The  late  Prime  Minister  has  told 
US  that  he  approached  the  Premiers  of 
Western  Australia,  and  South  Australia 
with  regard  to  the  ultimate  cost.  He  seems 


very  satisfied — although  I  ccmfess  that  I 
should  not  have  been,  had  I  occupied  his 
position — with  .  the  promise  of  generous 
treatment  which  he  received. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — That  was  in 
regard  to  the  loss  on  the  line. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— The  leader  of 
the  Opposition  said  that  he  had  received 
pronises  of  the  most  generous  treatment 
from  the  Premiers  of  the  two  States, 

Mr.  DUGALD  Thomson. — No;  from  the 
Premier  of  one  State. 

Mr.  Robinson. — From  the  Premier  of 
Western  Australia;  they  are  a  prodigal  lot 
over  there. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— Let  me  argue 
the  matter  from  the  point  of  view  that  he 
received  the  most  generous  offer  from  the 
Premier  of  one  State.  That  generous  offei 
however,  was  of  a  very  vague,  non-commit- 
tal character.  It  was  nmply  this :  "  If  the 
line  is  ultimately  carried  out,  we  shall  be 
prepared  to  enter  into  some  liberal  arrange- 
ment with  regard  to  the  loss  upon  its  main- 
tenance." That  is  just  about  as  definite  as 
the  prc»nise  which  a  Minister  has  fre- 
quently to  make  to  deputations  that  he  will 
give  the  subject-matter  of  their  request 
"careful  consideration."  I  have  made 
that  promise  hundreds  of  times,  and  know 
very  well  that  it  left  me  just  as  free  as  I 
was  before  I  made  it.  This  reliance  on  the 
generous  offer  of  the  Premier  of  Western 
Australia  to  contribute  a  fair  share  to  the 
loss  which  may  occur  when  the  line  is  open 
to  traffic,  seems  to  me  very  much  like  shut- 
ting the  stable  door  after  the  steed  is  stolen. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  Western  Aus- 
tralian Government  offered  to  c(»itribute  the 
loss  on  their  own  length  of  line. 

Mr.  Mahon. — For  the  first  ten  vears. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— That  loss  could 
not  be  ascertained  until  the  line  had  been 
constructed,  and  it  would  be  too  late  then  to 
take  exception  to  the  degree  of  generosity 
which  the  State  Government— and  there 
might  be  half-a-dozen  or  a  dozen  different 
Governments  between  now  and  then — might 
show.  I  submit  that  my  suggestion  is  a  fait 
one.  I  urge,  quite  irrespective  of  the  Go- 
vernment proposal,  that  it  would  be  rea- 
sonable iot  the  Commcmwealth  Govern- 
ment to  say  to  the  people  of  Western  Aus< 
tralia— "We  should  like  to  discount  your 
generosity  of  ten  years  hence;  we  should 
like  a  little  cash.  We  should  like  you  to 
join  with  South  Australia  in  bearing  Phe 
cost  of  this  preliminary  survey,  and  if  the 
line  ultimately  becomes  ours,  inasmuch 
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this  is  a  necessary  preliminary  expenditure 
— very  much  like  an  architect's  fees  for  the 
plans  for  the  amstniction  of  a  house — we 
will  take  it  off  your  hands,  and  recoup  you 
for  what  you  luve  done."  We  are  creat- 
ing a  precedent  with  regard  to  the  construc- 
tion of  a  new  kind  of  public  works  in  the 
States — works  which  ultimate  admittedly 
in  an  increment  of  wealth  to  the  State  in 
which  they  are  constructed.  The  circum- 
stances of  a  proposal  of  this  kind  are  unique. 
The  Commonwealth  is  asked  to  expend 
money  that  will  add  largely  to  the  wealth 
of  Western  Australia,  and  we  shall  be  per- 
fectly justified,  therefore,  in  approaching 
the  Governments  of  the  two  States  in  t^e 
way  I  have  suggested. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — South  Australia 
would  say  that  she  would  not  do  anything  of 
the  kind. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— Then  she  would 
show  her  want  of  bona  fides  in  the  matter. 
Mr.  Mahon.— She  has  alreadv  dcme  that. 
Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— If  the  Western 

Australian  Government  said,  "We  are  not 
prepared  to  pay  anything  beyond  our  per 
capita  contribution  on  the  Commonwealth 
expenditure,"  they  would  also  show  a  want 
of  bona  fides.  I  think  that  this  is  a  very 
fair  test.  The  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan,  who  has  been  accustomed  to  throw 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  about 
in  connexion  with  water  sdiemes  and  other 
works,  should  now  realize  the  enormous  im- 
portance wJiich  attaches  to  the  construction 
of  the  proposed  railway.  I  offer  my  com- 
ments not  in  any  spirit  of  antagonism,  but 
in  the  belief  that  the  people  of  the  Com- 
monwealth are  entitled  to  have  this  matter 
considered  from  a  more  business-like  point 
of  view.  The  hands  of  the  Government 
would  be  materially  strengthened  if  they 
were  able  to  tell  the  House  that  they  had 
approached  the  Government  of  Western 
Australia,  and  either  that  they  had  refused 
absolutely  to  contribute  a  penny  to  the  cost, 
or  that  they  had  undertaken  to  pay  the 
whole  cost  in  the  first  case.  If  the  Western 
Australian  Government  refused  absolutely  to 
contribute  to  the  cost,  I  believe  it  would  lead 
this  House  to  say  that  it  showed  their  want 
of  confidence  in  the  proposal ;  because,  after 
all,  the  cost  of  the  preliminary  survey,  in 
proportion  to  the  ultimate  cost  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  line,  is  much  less  than  that 
of  a  mere  rough  sketch  of  a  proposed  build- 
ing. If  I  were  about  to  construct  a  building 
itx  some  relative,  and  he  said  to  me,  "  I  will 
not  even  pay  for  the  cost  of  a  tough  plan  at 


the  first  stage,"  I  should  say  "Well,  you 
take  very  little  interest  in  the  matter,  and 
I  think  that  you  are  scarcely  justified  in  ask- 
ing me  to  put  my  hand  in  my  own  podcet  to 
pzy  the  cost  of  even  a  rough  sketdi  tix  tout 
building." 

Sir   John   Fossest. — A   fine  Federal 

spirit ! 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— The  imemip- 
tion  is  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify  an 
answer.  I  hold  that  I  am  advocating'  the 
true  Federal  spirit,  and  I  challetoge  the 
right  hixiOTable  member  to  point  to  a  single 
instance  in  which  I  have  ever  encouraged 
in  this  House  any  spirit  of  rivalry  between 
the  States.  I  have  endeavoured  always  to 
forget  the  landmarks  of  the  States,  and 
to  treat  the  funds  of  the  Commwiwealth  as 
the  funds  of  the  people  of  aU  Australia. 

Sir  John  Fokkest. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member  forgets  that  the  States  are 
now  federated. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  know  that  we 
are. 

Mr.  Skene. — ^What  about  the  implied 
promise? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  am  deprecat- 
ing a  proposal  on  the  part  of  the  Go^'em- 
ment  to  spend  ^£20,000  on  a  preliminary 
survey,  without  first  endeavouring  to  obtain 
the  money  from  the  Stales.  The  expense 
is  to  be  incurred  in  carrying  out  a  work 
which  is  to  ultimately  benefit,  not  the 
Commonwealth,  but  the  States  concerned, 
because  it  is  admitted  that  we  cannot  ex- 
pect any  profit  fnwn  the  railway  during  the 
first  ten  years  of  its  existence.  It  would, 
therefore,  be  a  huge  expenditure  on  the  pan 
of  the  Commonwealth,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  States.  I  admit  that  the  desire  to  join 
Western  Australia  with  the  other  States  by 
railway  evidences  a  Federal  spirit ;  but  to 
say  that  we  should  look  upon  this  proposal 
as  if  it  had  been  provided  ias  in  the  Con- 
stitution— to  say,  as  we  have  been  tdd. 
that  there  was  a  sort  of  implied  s^;reeniHit 
between  Western  Australia  and  the  other 
States — that  although  the  Constitution  did 
not  provide  for  the  construction  of  the  line, 
there  is  an  obligation  on  the  part  of 
the  Commonwealth  to  make  it — is,  in  my 
opinion,  to  very  materially  Mrain  the  situa- 
tion which  exists  between  the  diffmot 
States;  and  I  do  submit  that  what  I  have 
said  to  the  Committee  is  by  no  means  in 
prejudice  of  that  Federal  spirit,  which 
jealously  guards  the  expenditure  of  the 
funds  of  the  CcMomonwealtb. 
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Sir  JOITN  FORREST  (Swan).— I  re- 
gret that  the  debate  upon  this  matter  should 
take  p\ac&  in  Committee.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  course  adopted  is  in  accord  with 
the  Standing  Orders,  but  it  is  not  in  accord 
with  the  practice  to  which  I  have  been  ac- 
customed. Resolutions  founded  on  mes- 
sages frixn  His  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor, with  reference  to  the  expen- 
diture of  public  money  have  in  my  experi- 
ence, generally  been  agreed  to  as  formal 
matters,  and  the  debate  upon  the  measure 
covered  by  the  message  has  been  re- 
served for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
dealing  with  the  subject.  I  thinK  that  is 
a  more  convenient  practice  than  that 
which  has  been  followed  an  the  present 
occasion,  as,  under  the  practice  now  fol- 
lowed, a  long  discussion  may  be  initiated 
upon  the  Governor- General's  message,  and 
there  may  be  another  long  debate  upon  the 
second  reading  of  the  measure.  I  do  not 
Imow  who  is  responsible  for  this  course  of 
procedure,  but  I  think  the  motion  now  be- 
fore us  might  have  been  allowed  to  pass 
as  a  formal  matter,  and  we  coulj  have  t.iken 
the  debate  on  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  which  would  have  been  at  once  intro- 
duced. The  message  in  this  instance  covers 
a  recommendation  to  appropriate  funds 
for  carrying  out  a  survey  of  a  rail  - 
way  to  connect  Eastern  and  Western 
Australia.  Such  a  railway  has  l^een  long 
talked  about,  much  desired,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  and  in  the  opinion  of  those  who 
think  with  me,  is  absolutely  essential  to 
the  real  federation  of  the  Australim  States. 
HrniOTable  members  are,  of  course,  aware 
that  Eastern  Australia  is  separated  from 
Western  Australia  by  a  large  extent  of  un- 
occupied country,  and  that  there  is  no  prac- 
tical means  of  communication  by  land  be- 
tween the  two  except  by  several  mcmths  of 
travel  between  the  settlements  on  the 
eastern  and  those  on  the  western  side 
of  the  continent.  The  whole  of 
the  traffic,  the  whole  of  the  trade 
between  the  eastern  and  western  States 
of  Australia,  is  conducted  by  sea, 
and  it  has  been  the  desire  and 
the  hope,  not  only  of  Western  Aus- 
tralians, but  of  all  who  take  a  broad 
view  ot  the  ultimate  prospects  of  the 
ccmtinent  that  the  connexion  of  the  eastern 
and  western  States  by  railway  should  be 
undertaken.  I  very  much  regret  that  my 
honorable  and  learned  friend,  the  member 
for  Parkes — I  think  I  may  refer  to  him  as 
such,  because  he  is  my  friend  per- 
sonally— should    have   made   the  ■  speech 
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he  did  just  now.  I  have  been  aonistomed 
to  listen  with  pleasure  to  the  honorable  and 
learned  member.  There  is  no  member  of 
the  House  to  whom  I  have  listened  hitherto 
with  greater  pleasure,  even  when  I  did  not 
agree  with  him,  than  the  honorable 
and  learned  member.  But  tfs-inight  he 
seems  to  have  wandered  away  from  those 
broad  statesman-like  views  he  has  so  often 
uttered,  which  were  not  limited  by  considera- 
tions for  any  parish,  town,  or  city,  and  not 
even  by  the  ocean  that  surrounds  Australia. 
To-night  I  could  hardly  believe  that  I  was 
listening  to  the  lumorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Parkes:  The  views  he  enunciated 
seemed  to  me  to  be  more  fitted  for 
the  consideratim  of  a  matter  affecting  a 
small  townsdiip  or  parish,  and  were  cer- 
tainly altogether  out  of  place  in  dealing 
with  a  matter  which  affects  the  whole  con- 
tinent of  Australia.  We  are  not  here  dealing 
with  the  interests  of  Western  Australia,  or 
any  particular  State,  but  with  the  greater 
questiwi  of  the  Federation  of  continental 
Australia,  and  with  what  is  embodied  in 
spirit,  if  not  in  wcwds,  in  the  Con- 
stitution under  which  we  live.  I  do  not 
suppose  that  there  is  any  <ffie  in  Australia,  or 
out  of  it,  who  will  be  found  to  argue  that 
the  Federation  we  are  enjoying  at  the  pre- 
sent time  can  be  considered  ccnnplete  when 
one-third  of  the  continent,  with  a  quarter 
of  a  million  of  people  forming  a 
very  progressive  State,  remains  separated 
from  the  rest  of  Australia,  without 
any  means  of  oxnmunication  except  by 
sea.  Any  one  who  takes  the  trouble  to 
visit  Western  Australia  will  find  that  the 
voyage  will  occupy  him  four  days,  dur- 
ing the  greater  part  of  which  time  he 
will  probably  be  out  of  sight  of 
land,  and  when  he  reaches  Fremantle  I  find 
it  difficult  to  believe  that  there  will  be 
foremost  in  his  mind  a  feeling  that  he  is 
still  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Federa- 
tion he  left  four  days  before.  He  would 
rather  be  inclined  to  believe  that  he  had 
reached  some  island  in  the  Indian  Ocean 
separated  altogether  frcnn  the  country  he 
had  left  on  the  eastern  side  of  Australia. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — How  much  nearer  to 
Europe  is  Western  Australia  than  are  the 
eastern  States? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  say  on  my 
own  behalf,  and  on  behalf  of  the  people 
of  Western  Australia,  of  whom  I  am  one  of 
the  representatives  in  this  House,  that  Fe- 
deration as  at  present  existing  is  not  the 
Federation  that  we  understood  it  would  be 
when  we  entered  into  the  ccxnpact  of 
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imion.  I  know  what  were  the  feelings  of 
the  people  of  Western  Aostralia, — no  one 
should  know  them  better — at  the  time  we 
entered  the  Federation.  The  one  be- 
lief tbrottg^KHit  the  length  and  breadth  of 
ths^  &ale — A  belief  encouraged  by  the 
utterances  of  the  public  men  of  Aus- 
tralia, and  by  the  tenns  of  the  Ccm- 
stituti<»t,  as  I  shall  show  before  I  sit 
down — was  that  the  condition  of  isc^~ 
ticn  that  existed  between  Western  Australia 
and  the  rest  of  the  continent  would  with- 
in a  short  time — within  a  reasmiable 
number  of  years — come  to  an  end.  The 
honorable  and  learned  member  iot  Parkes 
will  probably  appreciate  my  remarks  when 
I  say  that  the  oiiating  condition  of  isolatioD 
interferes  rery  much — and  to  a  larger  extent 
than  in  the  case  of  any  other  State  in  the 
Commmwealtb — with  the  representation  of 
Western  Australia  in  the  Federal  Pariia- 
ment  It  is  not  every  one,  and  in  fact 
there  are  only  a  few  people  who  are  able 
to  leave  their  homes  for  several  months, 
and  perhaps  for  a  year,  in  order  to  attend, 
to  parliamentary  duties.  X  have  little 
doubt  that,  by  the  time  I  rtium  to  my  home 
at  the  coDclosion  of  this  session,  I  ^all  have 
been  absent  from  it  nearly  a  year, 
andi  this  will  not  be  the  first  time 
that  that  has  occurred.  There  *can  there- 
fore be  no  doubt  but  that  the  isolation  of 
Western  Australia  interferes  very  largely 
with  the  representatioi  of  tiw  State,  because 
there  are  very  few  perstms  who  have  the 
necessary  means  and  leisure  to  devote  the 
whole  of  their  time  to  publkr  affairs. 

Mr.  Kelly. — ^Would  the  construction  of 
the  Transcontinental  Railway  practically  re- 
medy that  difficulty  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— It  would  re- 
medy  it  to  a  very  large  extent,  because  a 
Western  Australian  representative  could  go 
back  to  his  State  any  and  every  day,  and 
return  any  and  every  day  by  railway^  as  ia 
done  by  members  represoiting  the  other 
States. 

Sfr.  Kelly. — It  would  take  him  about 
three  days  to  get  there. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— If  the  honor- 
able member  will  think  for  a  moment 
he  will  admit  that  the  long  ad- 
journments we  have  had  occasionallv 
during  this  session  would  have  fenabled 
Western  Australian  represematives  to  visit 
thtir  homes,  and  spend  perhaps  a  fortnight 
there  before  again  returning  to  their  duties 
in  Parliament.  That  could  not  be  done 
under  existing  conditions,  as  although  the 


steamers  comnmnicating  witii  Western  Aus- 
tralia are  good^  and  regular,  they  leave  bx 
and  from  that  State  only  chi  cert^n  days. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — ^How  many  days'  tra- 
velling would  be  saved  by  the  coostroclkn 
of  the  railway  ? 

Sir   JOHN   FORREST.— Two  days' 
travelling,  at  any  rate,  but  it  is  not  only  die 
savzi^  in  the  time  occupied  in  tra.velling,  bnt 
in  the  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  tnveL 
If  we  had  railway  communication  we  could 
travel  every  day.  I  say  again  that  the  pre- 
sent conditim  of  affairs  largely  interferes 
with  the  representation  of  Western  Austra- 
lia in  this  Parliament.   We  shall  new  ob- 
tain the  same  representation  that  may  he 
obtained  by  the  other  States  of  the  Com- 
m(»iwealth,  because  we  shall  never  have 
the  same  number  of  persons  willing  to  ame 
fOTward  to  represem  did  people  of  Western 
Australia,  so  Iwg  as  they  are  without  an 
easy  and  rapid  means  of  gettiiq;  badi- 
wards  and  forwards.    If  the  difficulty  woe 
impossible  of  remedy,  if  the  ocean  t^vided 
us,  and  we  could  not  help  ourselves,  we 
should  have  to  make  the  best  of  it.  but 
sedng  that  we  can  remedy  the  difficulty. 
I  can  see  no  reason  why  we  should  not  set 
about  it.    I  makfi  this  statement  in  the  face 
of  honorable  members,  and  of  the  pet^e  of 
Australia,  that,  if  the  people  of  Western 
Australia    had    tbou^t  that  Federadm 
would  mean  to  them  a  contnuanoe  of  the 
isolaticm  to  which  they  had  facea  8id>jected  in 
the  past,  they  woald  never  ha\-e  tb«^  of 
entering  it    Why  aiuuld  they  have  entered 
the  Federation  if  it  was  not  intended  to  be 
a  real  union,  a  closer  unicHi  then  it  had  been 
previously  ? 

&fr.  Bruce  Sbcith. — The  rigfac  faonor- 
able  noember  is  speaking  after  the  event; 
now  he  is  sorry  itx  it. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  qiokc  before 
the  event.  The  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Parkes  has  made  Halrmpnn 
diis  evming  which  show  that  he  has  not 
studied  this  std)ject  sufficiently.  I  knew  alt 
about  it  before,  but  I  advised  the  people 
of  Western  Australia  to  sink  all  minor 
differences,  and  to  have  faith  in  the 
justice  and  reasonableness  of  the  people 
of  Australia  Perhaps  some  people  may 
sav  that  my  views  did  not  largely  influence 
the  result,  bnt  at  all  events  they  helped  to 
induce  the  people  of  Western  Australia  i<i 
consent  to  Federation. 

Mr.  STORBXlt. — ^Western  Australia  re- 
tained her  Customs  duties. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— That  was  set- 
tled in  the  Convention  long  brfoie,  and  if 
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I  had  chosen  to  ask  for  tbe  Traincontinen- 
tal  Railway  in  the  Convention  I  should 
probri)ly  have  got  it  too. 

Mt.  Hume  Cook. — Why  did  not  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  ask  for  it  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Because  I  did 
■not  thiidt  it  neressary.  I  fcnCw  the  terms 
of  the  Constitution,  bnt  I  shall  not  now 
antidpate  what  I  propose  to  say  later  on. 
The  principal  lever  used  by  mysdf,  and  by 
every  other  person  in  Western  Australia, 
who  advocated  Federation,  was  that  the 
union  would  result  in  tbe  early  establish- 
ment of  railway  communication  between  all 
t*ie  capital  cities  of  Australia.  That  was 
the  great  lever  used  by  us  all  in  inducing 
tbe  people  of  Western  Australia  to  join  the 
Federation.  The  honorable  member  for 
Wentworth  smiles,  but  perhaps  he  does  not 
understand  the  motives  that  I  and 
others  had  in  advocating  Australian 
unity.  We  were  not  thinking  only  of 
ourselves,  or  of  tbe  present — we  de- 
sired to  strengthen  the  Empire ;  we 
desired  also  to  strengthen  the  bonds  that 
xmite  us  to  the  mother  countrj--  To  pre- 
sent my  arguments  in  proper  sequence,  I 
shall  £how  what  were  the  views  submitted 
to  the  people  of  Western  Australia  by  my- 
self as  Premier  when  I  sought  to  in- 
duce them  to  enter  the  Federatiwi. 
There  was  naturally  a  great  desire  lliat 
Western  Australia  should  enter  the  Union, 
it  b«ng  felt  that  Federation  with  one-third 
of  the  ccHitinent  not  included  would 
not  be  thfe  Federation  to  which 
we  looked  forward.  It  was  realized 
that  any  one  who  from  selftsh  or  parochial 
motives  endeavoured  to  prevent  or  retard 
the  true  Federation  of  Australia,  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  Empire,  was  taking  a  tre- 
mendous responsibility.  No  doubt  that  feel- 
ing influenced  tmany  of  us  in  trying  our  best 
to  set  aside,  as  far  as  possible,  all  minor 
considerations  in  order  to  consimunate  the 
UnitHi.  What  did  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Adelaide,  Mr.  Kingston,  who  was 
then  Premier  of.  South  Australia,  write  to 
me  on  the  subject  of  this  railwav  being 
constructed,  and  with  the  sole  object  of 
inducing  Western  Australia  to  join  f'edera- 
t\rmf     He  wrote — 

We  hope  that  it  will  not  be  long  before  Western 
Australians  and  Soatb  Australians  are  co-operat- 
ing in  the  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth  to 
bring  this  aboutj  and  we  repeat  that  you  can 
rely  on  South  Austialia's  sympathy  and  support. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — That  is  a3oonA  as 
substantial  as  was  the  promise  of  tbe  Pre- 
mier ctf  We^em  Australia. 
7T  a 


Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— It  was  lepofted 
to  me  by  one  of  my  colleagues  who  had 
visited  South  Australia,  before  Western 
Australia  had  agreed  60  enter  Federa- 
tion, that  be  had  heard  remarks 
in  Adelaide  which  tended  to  show 
that  swne  people  there  were  not  in  favour 
of  the  construction  d  the  Ime,  and  on  this 
the  right  honorable  fnember  for  Adelaide 
wrote — 

Cannot  nndentaad  referenees  to  pnbable  rc- 
hictaacr  of  Sontli  Australia  lo  penntt  Federal 
c«utruct3Dn  of  railway  oonnecting  colanicft.  We 
have  no  fear  of  any  such  onti-Fedeml  "dog-in- 
the-mangcr  "  pcdicy. 

What  did  our  present  Speaker,  Sir  Fred- 
erick Holder,  when  Premier  of  South  Aus- 
tralia, write  to  me  00  the  subject,  and  with 
the  same  object?  He  wrote  to  ane  on  the 
ist  February,  1900 — 

Following  our  cotversatioa  as  to  die  posable 
blockinf  of  the  construction  of  a  railway  line 
from  Kalgoorlic  to  Port  Augusta  by  tbe  Federal 
authority,  by  Sootb  Australia  refusing  the  con- 
aent  rettdercd  neoeuary  by  section  XXXIV.  of 
datise  51  of  the  Commonwealth  Bill,  to  the  coa- 
«truction  of  tbe  line  thzougb  hex  territory,  I 
regard  the  withholding  of  consent  as  a  most  im- 
pTDbablc  thing,  in  fact,  quite  out  of  the  question. 
To  assure  yon  of  our  attitude  is  the  matter,  I 
will  undeitUEe,  as  won  as  the  Federation  is  es- 
tablished. Western  and  South  Australia  both 
being  States  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  introduce 
&  Bill,  formally  grvtn^  the  assent  of  this  pro- 
vince to  the  constraction  of  the  line  by  tbe 
Federal  anthoritjr,  and  to  pass  it  sUge  by  sta|^ 
simultaneously  with  the  passage  of  a  similar  Bill 
in  ^our  Parliament. 

Mr.  Davip  Thomsoh. — Western  Austra- 
lia mu^  have  been  vcp  for  sale,  ud  that 
must  have  been  her  price. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— W«stem  Austra- 
lia had  not  t^cai  enteied  FedenUicn. 

Mr.  Datid  Thokson. — ^That  is  why  I 
sav  that  must  have  been  the  price. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  see 
much  sense  in  the  interjection.  There 
is  no  doubt  tiiat,  as  I  shall  show,  the  other 
States  were  looking  after  themselves,  and 
the  honorable  member  coald  not  have  been 
in  pi^lic  life  at  the  time,  or  he  would 
know  that  the  State  which  be  represents 
was  not  eager  to  eater  Federation,  and  hdd 
back  to  the  last. 

Mr.  David  Thomson. — Queensland  had 
no  price. 

Mr.  Carpentes. — Yes,  Queendand  had ; 
there  was  black  Labour. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— And  that  is 
costing  all  the  States,  including  Western 
Australia,  a  good  deal  of  money  just  now. 

Mr.  Bruce  Surm. — Does  the  right  hon- 
orable menber  not  think^  prraiatnre  to 
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discuss  the  merits  of  the  railway  claimed  by 
Western  Australia? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST,— In  my  judgment 
it  is  not  premature.  I  want  to  show  that 
there  were  inducements  held  out  to  West- 
ern Australia  to  enter  Federation,  and  that 
me  of  those  inducements  was  that  it  would 
not  be  long  before  the  railway,  for  the  sur- 
vey of  which  a  sum  of  money  is  now  asked, 
would  be  completed.  How  can  my  re- 
marks be  said  to  be  irrelevant? 

Mr.  Webster. — Why  didthe Western  Aus- 
tralian people  not  stipulate  that  the  ra(il- 
waj'  should  be  provided  for  in  the  Consti- 
tutKoi,  as  was  the  Federal  Capital? 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith.  —  Sir  Frederick 
Holder  merely  said  that  the  South  Austra- 
lian Government  would  authorize  the  rail- 
wav  going  through  their  territorv. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST. ^What  was  the 
object  of  the  letter  of  Sir  Frederick 
Holder?  The  object  of  the  let- 
ter was  to  do  everything  possible  to 
induce  Western  Australia  to  enter  the 
Federation,  and  the  people  of  that  State 
accepted  the  promise,  which  formed  one  of 
the  chief  reasons,  the  lever  in  fact,  which 
induced  them  to  join.  The  Western  Aus- 
tralian people  realized  that  with  the  rail- 
way, Federation  would  to  them  be  a  re- 
ality, because  their  State  would  then  be 
joined  to  the  rest  of  Australia,  and  not,  as 
in  the  past,  an  isolated  State — to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes  an  island  in  the  ocean. 

Mr.  Kelly. — How  does  the  letter  read? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  shall  hand 
the  letter  to  the  honorable  member  who  may 
then  read  it  for  himself.  The  offer  to 
construct  a  railway  to  join  States  is  not 
without  precedent,  as  a  means  of  bringing 
about  Federaticm.  In  Canada  we  have 
the  instance  of  British  Columbia,  which  re- 
fused to  enter  the  Union  on  the  original 
terms.  It  was  not  until  years  afterwardsi 
that  British  Columbia  undertook  to  enter 
the  Union,  and  that  was  only  on  condi- 
tion that  the  Dominion  Parliament  should 
construct  a  railway  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Pacific,  and  run  trains  daily  from  either 
end.  If  the  Western  '  Australian 
people  had  been  less  trustful  of  the 
people  of  Australia,  and  had  insisted  on 
a  similar  condition,  there  is  not 
the  slightest  doubt  that  long  ere  this  a  re- 
solution would  have  been  passed  by  the 
Commonwealth  Parliament  asking  that 
State  to  join.  We  can  hardly  imagine  a 
patriotic  Austtalian  believing  that  the  Ccan- 
monwealth  would  be  complete  if  one-third 
of  the  a»itinent  were  not  included.     As  a 


Federalist,  I  looked  closely  into  the  ques- 
tion, with  the  object  of  showing  that 
some  material  gain  would  accrue  to 
my  Staff  from  Federation,  but,  so 
far  as  I  could  see,  we  had  dten 
nothing  financially  to  gain ;  so  far  as  the 
pounds,  shillings,  and  pence  aspect  of  the 
case  was  concerned,  there  was  no  advan- 
tage at  that  time  to  be  gained  by  Western 
Australia.  Tfie  railway,  however,  pro- 
vided an  inducement  which  could  be  placed 
before  the  people,  as  it  would  provide  fot 
daily  communication  with  the  rest  of  Aus- 
tralia. When  we  were  holding  up  bef«e  the 
people  of  Western  Australia  the  prospect 
of  this  railway  communication,  and  the 
questim  was  discussed  from  one  end  of 
the  State  to  the  other — when  the  adhesion 
of  that  State  was  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant topics  of  the  day,  and  was  discussed 
in  ail  the  leading  journals  of  the  eastern 
States,  and  the  public  men  of  Australia 
showed  intense  anxiety  that  the  Union 
should  be  complete — was  anything  said  in 
the  South  Australian  or  the  Victorian 
press,  or  indeed  the  press  of  Australia, 
or  in  Parliament,  adverse  to  the  proposal  ? 
Were  the  views  which  I  and  others  placed 
before  the  people  of  Western  Australia,  and 
which  ytere  published  in  the  eastern  States 
daily,  ever  criticised  adversely?  Were 
the  proposals,  which  I  was  then  suggesting, 
described  then  by  the  press  of  Vic- 
toria as  a  "  gigantic  fraud  "  ?  Nothing 
was  said  to  lead  any  one  to  believe 
that  what  was  being  prwnised  to  the  people 
of  Western  Australia  was  not  likely  to  be 
accomplished. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — When  Sir  Edmund 
Bartcm  announced  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  Maitland,  great  disapproval  of  the 
schraie  was  shown  throughout  New  South 
Wales. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— That  was  after 
Federation  was  established. 

Mr.  Webster. — Was  Federation  a  mat- 
ter of  barter  between  the  States? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  admh  that 
tKere  was  even  a  little  barfer. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — ^Western  Australia 
got  a  special  Tariff. 

Mr.  Carpenter.— And  New  South  Wales 
got  the  Federal  Capital. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Any  one  would 
think  that  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Farkes  and  his  constituents  paid  for 
the  special  Tariff,  whereas  the  fact  is  that 
the  people  of  Western  Australia  paid  for  it 
themselves,  and  it  did  not  cost  New  South 
Wales,  or  any  other  State,  one  farthing. 
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Mr.  Bruce  Skitb. — ^The  right  honorable 
member  is  very  mudi  magnifying  my  criti* 
cisnu. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  honorable 
and  learned  member  should  not  criticise  if 
he  does  not  know  the  facts. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — I  do  not  mind ;  the 
right  honorable  member  is  paying  me  a  com- 
pliment. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  en- 
tirely rely  on  my  own  observations  and 
opinions  in  regard  to  this  railway,  and 
would  like  to  quote  what  the  present  Prime 
Minister  said  in  regard  to  it 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — ^Was  that  when  the 
Prime  Minister  was  on  a  visit  to  Western 
Australia  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.~I  do  not  think 
so.  I  wish  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  would  not  interrupt.  Before  he  finds 
fault,  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
ought  to  make  sure  I  am  stating  the  circum- 
stances incorrectly.  Perhaps  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  enjoys  hectoring  me, 
though  I  do  not  think  he  ought  to  do  sc^  be- 
cause I  have  a  duty  to  perform  which  I 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  carry  out,  without 
ridiculous  interrupticms  fnxn  anybody.  The 
Prime  Minister,  in  a  press  interview  he  gave 
at  that  time,  is  thus  reported- 
Mr.  Reid  pointed  out  that  it  would  not  he  of 
advantage  to  Western  Australia  alone,  but  also 
to  the  rest  of  the  Commonwealth.  It  would 
shorten  the  journey  between  the  eastern  States 
and  Europe,  and  be  useful  for  defensive  pur- 
poses. '*  Western  Australia,"  said  he,  "  is  at 
the  fuith'est  end  of  the  Continent,  and  hopelessly 
removed  from  the  eastern  States,  so  that  it  should 
receive  consideration,  especially  in  the  direction 
of  uniting  it  by  rail  with  the  other  States." 

Prior  to  the  first  Federal  election  the  Prime 
Minister,  ctunmenting  on  Sir  Edmund  Bar- 
ton's Maitland  speech,  said — 

There  is  one  part  in  the  general  statement  of 
Mr.  Barton's  to  which  I  would  like  to  refer,  and 
that  is  the  construction  of  the  Transcontinental 
Railway.  The  work  is  one  that  must  be  carried 
out.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  from  a  commer- 
cial, military,  and  national  point  of  view.  Al- 
though I,  for  one,  will  hold  the  Ministry  to 
strict  acts  in  all  matters  anticipating  approval,  I 
chink  the  Government  might  take  upon  themselves 
the  responsibility  of  undertaking  toe  initial  work 
of  exploring  the  best  possible  routes. 

Mr.  HuHE  Cook. — The  Prime  Minister 
meant  the  Government  of  Western  Austra- 
lia. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  Prime 
Minister  did  not  mean  anything  of  the  sort, 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Bourke 
does  not  think  that  the  Government  of 
Western  Australia  was  meant.  If  the  hon- 
orable member  is  going  to  misrepresent  in 


his  interjections,  I  shall  take  no  notice  of 
him.  The  report  of  the  press  interview 
proceeded — 

'*  You  can  tell  them  a  good  deal  more  than 
the  plain  fact  that  I  am  in  no  way  opposed  to 
the  construction  of  the  railway  to  Western  Aus- 
tralia. You  can  say  that  I  am  very  strongly  in 
favour  of  it;  furthermore,  I  am  m  favour  of 
its  being  constructed  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.  I  do  not  expect  it  to  pay  at  first,  and 
I  think  the  Commonweailh  should  be  prepared 
to  cover  any  margin  of  loss.  According  to  the 
estimate  prepared  by  Mr.  O'Connor^  and  lately 
published,  the  loss  will  not  be  great.  If  I  bad 
anything  to  do  with  it  I  would,  of  course,  en- 
deavour to  reduce  that  loss." 

"  Don't  you  think  that  the  rest  of  the  Common- 
wealth is,  to  some  extent,  morally  bound  to  build 
the  line?" 

"  Whilst  there  has  been  no  legal  compact  yet," 
replied  Mr.  Reid,  "  there  is  some  obligation  in- 
asmuch as  the  belief  that  the  line  would  be  con- 
structed was  one  of  the  main  reasons  why 
Western  Australia  joined  the  Federation.  Many 
of  the  representative  men  of  the  East  I  know 
pledged  themselves  to  support  the  building  of 
the  railway,  if  Western  Australia  came  into -the 
Commonwealth." 

Mr.  Webster. — Was  that  before  the  re- 
ferendum ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— No,  it  was 
aftw  the  Maitland  address,  and  before  the 
first  elections.  The  questicn  is  often  asked 
—"Why  does  not  Western  Australia 
build  this  railway  herself?  The  other 
States  4iave  built  their  own  railways,  and 
why  should  not  Western  Australia  do  the 
same  in  this  case?  Why  should  the  Com- 
monwealth be  called  upon  to  build  it?" 
If  Western  Australia  had  another  ^  State 
alongside,  occupying  the  same  position  as 
she  does,  probably  some  arrangement  would 
have  been  made  by  which  the  railway  would 
have  been  built.  But  (honorable  members  must 
recollect  that  for  more  than  half  the  dis- 
tance the  railway  would  traverse  South  Aus- 
tralian territory.  The  shorter  distance  by  100 
miles  or  so  is  in  Western  Australia.  So  that 
if  we  were  to  build  the  railway  to  the  bor- 
der, we  should  still  be  from  550  to  600  miles 
away  from  the  nearest  railway  station  in 
South  Australia.  That  is  one  reason.  But, 
apart  from  that,  the  object  of  this  railway 
is  not  to  open  up  the  lands  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia, although  it  may  have  some  effect 
in  that  direction.  My  honorable  and  learned 
friend,  the  member  for  Parkes,  spoke  of 
the  great  value  that  would  be  given  to  the 
lands  through  which  the  line  passed.  For 
my  own  part,  I  do  not  think  that  there  will 
be  any  diflfculty  in  getting  as  much  land 
on  each  side  of  the  railway  from  the  West- 
em  Australian  Government  as  the  Common- 
wealth desires  to  obtain^  But  I  do  not 

Digitjzed  by  LnOOg  IC 


4558      KalgMrlie  U  Pm    [REPRESENTATIVES.]    AMgmsUt  XaHany. 


think  that  that  is  of  great  imp<Mtaiice.  It 
is  Dot  the  value  of  the  land,  but  what 
comes  off  the  land,  that  is  of  value.  All 
that  comes  off  the  land  would  be  available 
as  traffic  for  the  railway.  It  does  not 
seem  to  me  to  matter  twopence  who  owns 
the  land,  so  long  as  it  is  utilized.  The 
railway  would  insure  the  utilizatbn  of  the 
land,  and  whether  it  belongs  to  the  Com- 
monwealth or  to  the  State  is,  to  my  mind, 
of  very  little  importance. 

iix.  fisucE  Smith. — I  spoke  of  thai 
point  to  show  that  the  State  is  going  to  get 
all  the  increment. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  think 
that  the  land  would  be  very  valuable  to  the 
State.  ^  It  was  not  well  watered.  In  fact, 
there  is  no  surface  water  upon  it.  Tiie 
c^tal  value  of  the  land  -would  be 
small.  It  is  the  facilities  afforded  by  the 
railway  that  would  insure  the  improvement 
and  utilization  of  the  land.  That  is 
another  point  which  shows  that  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Parkes  has 
not  worked  this  matter  out  so  thoroughly 
as  he  usually  does.  Otherwise  he  ^vould 
not  have  used  an  argument  like  that. 
In  entering  Federation,  every  State  of 
the  Omimonwealth  was  actuated,  in 
some  degree  at  any  rate,  bv  the  hope  of 
material  gain.  Every  one  of  the  States 
expected  that  Federation  would  bring  about 
greater  prosperity  to  its  p»pie.  I  do 
not  know  ihat  they  were  wrong  in  thinking 
tliat.  At  any  rate  such  is  the  casa  But 
m  Western  Australia  we  were  unable  to 
show  the  people,  although  we  had  every 
desire  to  do  so  when  we  ww  advocating 
Federat«m  with  all  our  might  that 
there  was  anv  material  gam  in  sight 
The  only  way  in  which  we  could  show  the 
people  of  Westeni  Australia  that  thev 
would  gam  was  hj  expressing  the  belief 
that  tfwir  State  would  soon  be  connected 
by  rail  with  the  rest  of  Australia.  What 
we  profmsed  the  people  of  Western  Austra- 
lia was  that,  as  a  result  of  Federation,  this 
railway  would  certainly  be  built,  that  their 
isolation  would  be  removed,  and  that  aingher 
political  life  would  be  brot^  about.  We 
used  the  latter  argument  for  all  that  it 
was  worth.  I  have  often  doubted  since 
Federation  was  accomplished  whether  we 
have  reached  that  higher  political  life. 
But,  at  any  rate,  we  believed  that  it  would 
come  about,  and  that  we  should  be  on  a 
higher  plane,  occnpy  a  better  position  in  the 
world,  and  be  better  able  to  a^ist  the 
mother  country  in  maintaining  the  Empire. 


Those  were  the  argun>ents  which  we  used  in 
order  to  induce  tte  people  of  Western  Ans- 
tralta  to  join  the  Federaticm.  In  ail  these 
noble  sentiments,  creditable  alike  to  thuse 
who  used  them  and  to  those  who  beliei'ed 
them — there  was  nothing  about  material 
gain.  How  oould  Western  Auttralia  fanild 
a  railway  from  Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Ao^^mu  ? 
It  is  a  very  large  undertaking  for  a 
State  with  a  small  population.  We  du 
not  own  one-half  of  the  territory-  which 
would  be  traveised  by  the  railway.  The 
other  half  bekxigs  to  South  Australia.  We 
have  no  power  or  right  whatever  to  enter  npoo 
such  a  project  Of  what  greater  advantage 
will  ttus  railway  be  to  Western  Australia 
when  it  is  built  than  to  South  Au^aJia 
and  to  the  rest  of  the  Comnonwealth  ?  Per- 
haps some  of  the  bonorabJe  mentbeTS  who 
have  be^  ioterropting  me  so  much  will  be 
able  to  tdl  the  Committee  what  nu- 
terial  advantage  over  the  other  States 
Western  Australia  will  derive.  If  I  were 
thinking  only  of  the  ad^-antage  to  Western 
Australia,  and  oi  the  profit  that  migid 
come  into  the  pockets  of  the  people  of  that 
State,  I  should  be  acting  a  selfish  part. 
I  cannot  see  that  great  gain  will  spedally 
come  to  us  fiom  the  <ioiutnx:ti(m  of  the  rail- 
way. On  the  oontrary,  it  must  be  icmcm- 
bered  that  tone  of  tl^  gold-fieldft'  tnde 
that  DOW  goes  to  Pettb  and  Fremande  will 
be  diverted  to  other  States.  An  honorable 
member  has  said  that  the  railway  is  desired 
for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the  people  of 
Perth  and  Fremantle.  But  they  molt  re^ 
collect  that  Perth  and  Fremantle  at  pre- 
sent get  the  advantage  of  the  whole  of  the 
trade  of  the  eastern  gold-fields.  Will  any 
one  venture  to  say  that  they  will  get  all  thai 
trade  when  the  railway  is  built?  Is  it  not 
evident  that  much  of  the  Coolgardie  and 
Kalgoorlie  trade,  instead  of  going  to  Path, 
will  go  to  Adelaide  and  MdPboume? 

Mr.  Johnson^ — ImA  speculators  in  Wes- 
tern Australia  will  get  an  advmtage. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  mrtknow 
that  they  will  get  any  more  ad\*antage  than 
land  speculators  get  in  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's own  omstituency. 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  only  want  to  see  that 
the  puUic  interest  is  considered. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Our  land  laws 
in  Western  Australia  are  very  much  in  the 
interests  of  the  small  holder,  and  not  of  tht^ 
capitalist.  All  town  lands  have  to  be  sub- 
mitted for  sale  by  auction.  The  land  sy  s- 
tem of  Western  Australia  is,  I  bdieve,  as 
good  and  liberal  as  that  wfaidi  obtains  any- 
where. 
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Mr.  FowLEK. — Our  land  laws  are  as  good 
as  any  >n  the  world 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.  —  But  I  quite 
agree  with  the  honorable  monber  for  Lang 
tliat  we  must  take  caie  not  to  allow  land 
speculators  to  come  in  and  icap  great 
advantages  for  themselrea  I  have  ftied 
to  show  reasons  why  I  take  so  much 
trouble  m  the  advocacy  of  the  anistniction 
of  the  raihray.  The  conchision  at  whidi  I 
have  arrived  is  that  I  believe  that  it  will  be 
a  good  thing  for  Western  Australia,  and  a 
good  thing  for  the  whde  Commonwealth, 
not  on  account  of  the  trade  that  Mists  now — 
not  because  of  things  as  they  are — but  be- 
cause of  the  developments  which  will  take 
place.  I  kx^  forward  a  little.  I  look 
forward  to  this  CommcKiwealth  being  built 
Bp  on  a  safe,  broad,  and  sound  basis,  and 
I  know  very  well  riiat  Federation  never  can 
be  a  reality  for  the  people  of  the  West 
until  this  railway  is  constructed.  I  feel 
that  I  have  a  responsibility  for  having  as- 
sisted to  bring  the  Cranmonwealth  into 
existence,  and  that,  consequently,  my  duty  is 
to  see  that  Federation  is  made  a  soccess, 
so  that  it  may  live  in  the  hearts  and  minds 
of  the  peofrie  It  am  never  do  that — it 
can  never  be  a  success — it  can  never  come 
hcxne  to  the  peofrfe  of  Western  Australia — 
so  Vyofi  as  we  are  s^Ktrated  from  the  east- 
ern States  by  1,000  miles  of  unocrupied 
country.  It  must  always  be  merely  an  idea 
— something  which  cannot  be  felt,  which 
cannot  be  seen.  Federation  will  be  a  delu- 
sion and  sham — will  remain  so,  and  alwa)-s 
must  be — without  this  connecting  link ;  and 
those  who  were  responsible  for  persuading 
the  people  of  Weston  Australia  to  join  the 
Federation  will  not  have  done  their  duty  if 
the  ezistmg  state  of  affairs  is  allowed  to 
continue  for  an  indefinite  length  of  time. 
Now  what  sort  of  a  place  is  Western  Aus- 
tralia? Any  one  would  think  from  listen- 
ing to  some  honoT^Ie  members  that  it  is 
nothing  but  a  little  suburb,  situated  some- 
where, with  a  little  trade  of  its  own.  con- 
docted  by  a  few  people.  I  should  like  to 
tell  honorable  members  what  is  the  real  j?o- 
sition  of  Western  Australia,  in  order  to 
raniij(j  them  of  its  value  to  the  Common- 
wealth. Western  Australia  has  a  popula- 
tion of  250,000,  and  a  trade  of  about 
j£r7,ooo,ooo  per  annum.  Although  we 
have  not  half  the  population  of  Queens- 
land, w  have  as  large  a  trade,  and 
oar  trade  is  much  larger  than  that  of  South 
Australia.  We  have  a  trade  of  JQ^2  per 
head  of  the  population,  whidi  is  double 


the  vahie  of  the  trade  of  any  other  State 
in  the  CommcRiwealth. 

Mr.  Maugek. — ^How  mndi  of  that  is 

whisky  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  rot  care 
whether  it  is  whisky  or  what  it  is.  I 
know  that  the  duty  on  alcohol  is  very  con- 
siderable. 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  is  what  I  was 
thinking  of. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  hnport- 
ant  p(Mnt  is  that  our  trade  per  head  is 
doid>le  that  of  any  other  State.  This 
little  State  has  produced  ^£51 ,000,000 
worth  of  gold. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Yet  she  caimot  af- 
ford ;^20>000  ! 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Last  year 
Western  Australia  produced  gc^d  to  the 
value  of  j£;9,ooo,ooa  We  have  never 
been  asked  to  do  this  work.  No  one  has 
ever  previously  suggested  that  the  State 
should  pay  for  the  sur\'ey  for  a  national 
work  of  this  sort.  If  it  had  been  sug- 
gested I  have  no  doubt,  that  Acre  would 
have  been  no  reluctance  on  the  part  of 
Western  Australia.  We  are  not  always 
thinking  of  a  few  pounds  as  some 
people  seem  to  think.  Any  one  would 
think  to  bear  the  hmcrable  meniber,  who 
represents  a  subnrb  of  this  city,  that  be 
and  his  district  owed  nothing  to  Western 
Australia.  If  there  is  ooe  State  in  the 
ComoKuiwealth  that  owes  a  great  deal,  and 
that  ought  to  be  for  ever  grateful  to 
Western  Australia,  and  ready  to  assist  us 
in  every  way,  it  is  the  State  of  Victoria. 
The  working  men  of  Western  Australia  have 
during  the  last  eight  years  made  a  present 
to  their  relatives  in  Victoria  of  nearly 
;^2,ooo,ooo — a  free  gift  to  the  people  of 
VicKwia.  If  any  support  to  that  stateaent 
is  reqiured  let  honorable  manbers  ask 
Sir  George  Turner,  the  present^  Treasurer, 
i  am  quite  snr^niscd  at  tb<j  narrow  views  I 
hear  expressed,  generally  by  honorable 
members  who  represent  places  neftr  Mel- 
bourne. I  do  not  know  why  they  express 
these  views*  They  seem  to  forget  alto- 
gether what  Western  Australia  has  done  and 
is  dcMng  for  Victoria.  The\'  arc  parochial- 
ists.  and  ungrateful  ones,  from  the  sc^ 
of  their  feet  nght  up  to  the  crown*  of  their 
heads. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Does  the  right  hoocr- 
able  member  remember  that  Senator  Play- 
ford  said  that  this  line  would  traverse  600 
miles  of  a  God-forsaken  waterless  desert? 
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Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Senator  Play- 
ford  knew  nothing  about  the  country.  I 
may  tell  the  honorable  member  that  if  we 
want  to  make  Australia  a  great  country,  there 
is  no  room  for  the  petty  ideas  he  is  interject- 
ing. I  have  always  looked  upon  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Parkes  as  a 
well-informed  man  with  broad  ideas,  whose 
vision  far  beyond  the  limits  of  Aus- 
tralia, and  embraces  the  interests  of  the 
Empire  at  large.  But  when  he  says  that 
we  should  enter  into  negotiations  with  the 
two  States  about  the  repayment  of  this 
money,  and  makes  a  lot  of  fuss  about  an  item 
of  ;^20,ooo  in  connexion  with  a  great 
national  project,  I  must  say  I  am  both 
astonished  and  disappointed.  Does  he 
know  that  Western  Australia  has  spent- a 
large  sum,  I  should  say  quite  ;^30,ooo, 
in  examining  this  country,  bwing  for  water, 
and  doing  all  sorts  of  things?  Does  he 
know  that  an  expedition  was  sent  out  at 
the  expense,  not  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, but  of  the  State  Government  ? 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — I  do. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Does  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  know  that  for 
years  boring  operations  have  been  going  on 
there  ? 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — I  da 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  honor- 
able and  learned  member  talks  about  the 
expenditure  of  this  sum  as  if  it  would  ruin 
Australia.  I  do  not  look  upon  jQ20,qoq  as 
anything  in  a  Federal  matter  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — I  am  quite  sure  that 
if  the  right  honorable  member  were  Pre- 
mier dt  Western  Australia  to-day  he  would 
not   ask  the    Commonwealth    for  this 

;^20,000. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— It  is  not  the 
granting  of  ^20,000,  but  the  beginning  of 
this  great  national  work  that  we  ask  for, 
and  the  first  step  is  to  get  the  information 
desired.  We  mig^t  have  done  without 
this  stage  if  South  Australia  had  been  will- 
ing, but  ^e  said  that  she  was  not  prepaxecl 
to  pass  a  Bill  authorizing  the  construction 
of  this  railway  through  her  territory  until 
she  was  provided  with  full  information  in 
regard  to  the  cost  and  the  route.  It  is, 
perhaps,  a  reasonable  request,  and  it  neces- 
.  sitates  the  making  of  a  survey. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — I  should  have 
thought  that  Wertem  Australia  had  got  all 
this  infcmnation  by  now. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— It  did  not 
satisfy  South  Australia. 


Mr.  Hume  Cook. — It  is  not  the  expen- 
diture of  this  ;^zo,ooo,  but  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  ^5,000,000  behind  it  thai  we 
have  to  consider. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— In  voting  for 
the  survey,  the  honorable  member  will  not 
pledge  himself  to  vote  for  the  construction 
of  the  railway,  unless  it  is  one  which  will 
commend  itself  to  this  Parliament.  The 
voting  of  this  money  will  not  bind  any 
honorable  member.  I  wish  to  make  my 
position  quite  clear.  I  am  acquainted  with 
this  country,  and  I  know  that  there  are  no 
engineering  diflteulties,  but  other  people 
do  not,  and  it  is  reasonable  that 
they  should  get  the  information  asked 
for.  I  am  quite  convinced  that  this 
project  as  a  commercial  undertaking  will 
be  favorably  reported  upon.  But  my 
conviction  has  nothing  to  do  with  any  cme 
else  here.  I  shall  be  perfectly  frank  with 
honorable  members.  I  look  upon  this  sur- 
vey as  the  beginning  of  the  carrying  out  of 
this  great  project  If  I  did  not  beliei-e 
that  it  would  lead  to  satisfactory  reports 
and  estimal^  that  it  was  the  first  step  in 
the  direction  of  connecting  the  east  and  the 
west  by  railway,  I  should  not  ask  any  hon- 
orable member  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
the  proposal.  If  I  did  not  believe  that  the 
work  could  be  undertaken  on  a  commercial 
basis,  and  would  meet  with  the  approval  of 
the  people  of  Australia,  I  would  not  ad^Tv 
cate  the  spending  of  a  single  sixpence  on 
it.  But  that  is  no  reason  why  honor- 
able members  should  think  as  I  do.  They 
are  only  asked  to  say,  "  We  are  gtnng  to 
get  information,  and  when  it  is  ob- 
tained we  shall  judge.  We  are  not 
going  to  prejudge  the  case  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Swan.  But  we  shall  go  this  far — 
we  shall  get  the  information,  and  in  doing 
so  we  in  no  way  pledge  ourselves."  From 
mv  point  of  view  the  pouti(»  is  altogether 
different.  My  belief  is  that  the  obtain- 
ing of  this  information  will  only  be 
the  forerunner  to  the  carrying  out 
of  this  great  work.  If  ever  there 
has  been  a  project  brought  before 
the  Australian  people,  which  has*  l>cen 
most  grossly  maligned  by  unjust  criti- 
cism, it  is  this  one.  It  has  been  said  in 
the  press  of  this  State  that  the  railway 
would  not  pay  for  axle  grease.  I  would  refer 
hmorable  members  to  the  report  of  the  late 
Mr.  C.  Y.  O'Connor,  £ngineer-in-Chief  of 
Western  Australia.  He  reported  upon  this 
project  with  a  full  sense  of  retpoosibility, 
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because  under  all  ordinary  circumstances, 
he  might  have  fairly  expected  to  live  to  see 
its  completiOT.    He  had  undertaken  gigan- 
tic works  in  Western  Australia  which  he 
honorably  served,  and  had  been  proved  to  l)e 
right  in  regard  to  works  of  greater  magni- 
tude and  involving  far  greater  rii^  than  this 
one.   Therefore,  he  knew  what  he  was  talk- 
ing about,  and  had  no  motive  to  serve.  I 
had  resigned  the  Premiership,  and  had  come 
here  to  join  fine  Barton  Government,  before 
he  made  his  report ;  so  that  it  was  made 
free    from    any    influence    I    might  be 
supposed   to  have   had   upon  him  had 
I    remained    there.     His    opinion  was 
that    the    line    would    not    pay  imme- 
diately, but  that  the  loss  would  be  slight, 
in  fact,  that  in  ten  years  it  would  pay.  He 
had  carried  out  the  great  Fremantle  Har- 
bor works  at  a  cost  (n  ^^i, 500,000.  Every 
cxie  said  that  that  undertaking  would  never 
pay,  but  at  the  present  time  it  is  not 
only  paying  all  working  expenses,  but  also 
providing  for  interest  and  sinking  fund. 
He  had  also  carried  out  the  great  Coolgardie 
water  scheme,  and  without  his  assistance 
and  knowledge  it  could  not  at  that  time 
have  been  done,  for  my  Government  wfre 
fortified  in  undertaking  that  work  by  the 
confidence  we  had  in  his  ability  and  know- 
ledge. What  is  the  result  of  its  construction  ? 
Every  one  said  that  it  would  be  a  pall  hang- 
ing over  the  country ;  that  it  would  ruin 
everybody.    But  for  the  half-year  ending 
30th  June,  it  paid  not  only  all  working  ex- 
penses, but  also  the  interest  on  a  capital 
expenditure  of  ^^2, 600,000.    I  cite  these 
facts  to  show  that  Mr.  O'Connor  was  an 
able  and  reliable  man.    He  had  had  expe- 
rience of  great  works,  first  in  New  Zea- 
land, and  then  in  Western  Australia.  He 
built  all  our  railways,  harbor  works,  and 
water  schemes.    In  a  lengthy  report  which, 
unfortunately,  I   have  not  with  me,  he 
pointed  out  exactly  what  he  believed.  His 
verdict  was,  that  after  ten  years  the  line 
will  be  a  paying  omcem,  and  that  tven.  in 
that  interval  there  will  not  be  very  mudh 
loss.      I     predict     that     it    will  pay 
within   three    years   of    its  ctxistruction, 
I  believe  that  it  will  pay  even  sooner,  but  I 
fix  the  period  at  three  vears.    If  I  did  not 
believe  in  this  project  I  would  not  advocate 
it.    I  believe  that  it  is  necessar\%  not  only 
in  the  material  interests  of  this  country,  but 
also  in  the  interests  of  the  Federation  of 
Australia. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — Is  the  object  of  this  trial 
survey  to  prove  whether  the  late  Mr.  O'Cot- 
nOT  was  right  or  wrong? 


Sir  JOHN  FORREST.—No. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — If  his  report  can  be  de- 
pended upon,  why  does  the  right  honorable 
member  wish  us  to  spend  j£20,ooo^? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— We  require  a 
survey  to  be  made  in  order  to  obtain  infor- 
mation, so  as  to  satisfy  the  House  as 
to  what  the  railway  will  cost.  Mr. 
O '  Connor  had  not  been  over  the 
whole  of  the  ground.  In  my  opinion, 
his  estimate  is  not  very  far  wrong ;  but 
South  Australia,  which  is  another  party  to 
this  project,  says  that  she  will  not  even 
authorize  the  building  of  the  railway  until 
a  survey  is  made  and  proper  estimates  are 
formed,  in  order  that  she  may  know  exactly 
the  position. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Could  not  that  be  dwie  by 
Western  Australia? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  have  become 
aocustcxned  to  the  croaking  of  some  Victo- 
rians. I  have  been  accustomed  to  tnen  like 
the  hmorable  and  learned  member  for  Indi 
all  my  life.  1  have  had  to  fight  than,  and 
I  am  ready  to  do  it  again.  I  used  to  call 
them  "little  Australians"  and  "croakers." 

Mr.  BsucE  Smith. — The  right  honorable 
member  does  not  mean  to  say  that  there  are 
many  men  of  that  type  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— There  are 
plenty  of  them,  and  generally  they  have 
very  little  practical  experience  of  the  affairs 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — When  the  right  honorable 
member  asked  for  the  right  to  frame  a  spe- 
cial Tariff  for  Western  Australia,  he  was 
the  croaker. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  was  doing 
what  the  honorable  and  learned  member  was 
doing  to  his  utmost,  but  I  did  not  squeal 
and  croak  as  much  as  he  did.  I  was 
trying  to  do  the  best  I  could  for  my  own 
State,  as  he  was  trying  to  do  the  best  he 
could  for  Victtnia,  and  he  squealed  a  good 
deal  about  it,  when  he  did  not  get  his  own 
way. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — I  did  not  squeal  loudly 
enough  to  secure  a  special  Tariff. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— That  was  pro- 
posed by  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Ballarat  as  a  means  of  inducing — or 
making  it  possible,  as  it  was  said,  for  West- 
ern Australia  to  enter  the  Federation. 

Mr.  Bkuce  Shzth. — How  did  he  know 
what  Western  Australia  wanted  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— We  had  the 
reports  and  the  statistics  fnnn  Mr.  Coghlan 
and  others,  and  the  otfleok  se^ed  then 
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very  dark  for  Western  Australia.  The  op- 
position of  my  honorable  friends  to  this 
project  is  (mly  a  murmur  compared  with  the 
opposition  I  had  to  overcome  in  regard  to 
many  great  works  carried  out  in  West- 
ern Australia.  In  Western  Australia 
my  opponents  said,  "  Every  one  will  be 
ruined,  and  the  whole  place  will  col- 
lapse "  ;  but  there  has  been  no  collapse ;  we 
seem  to  have  flourished.  Those  who  crowed 
most  about  the  impending  ruin  cannot  be 
found  now.  They  have  quite  forgotten 
what  they  said.  And  so  it  will  be  with  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Indi  and 
the  honorable  member  for  Bourke.  In  a 
few  years'  time  when  they  see  thousands  of 
persons  going  backwards  and  forwards,  and 
hear  of  Victorians  reaping  the  reward  of 
their  industry  on  the  gold-fields  and  on  the 
lands  of  the  West,  they  will  OTiveniently 
forget  that  they  ever  opposed  the  construc- 
tion of  this  railway. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.— When  we  see  thai  we 
shall  admit  that  we  were  wrong. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  honorable 
memb«  is  like  one  of  the  apostles  mttitioraed 
in  the  Scriptures,  who  would  not  believe 
until  he  had  seen.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  the  proposed  railway  is  one  to  ccmnect 
the  eastern  and  western  States  of  a  great 
continent,  and  that  it  will  pass  through  a 
temperate  cline.  The  oonstruction  of  such 
a  railway  could  not  be  said  to  be  a  re- 
trograde step ;  it  must  be  a  step  in  ad- 
vance, a  step  in  the  direction  of  union 
and  progress.  Five  Commisaoncrs,  who 
were  engineers,  and  vrho  represented  the 
States  of  Victoria.  Queensland,  South  Aus- 
tralia, New  South  Wales,  and  Western 
Australia  visited  the  last-named  State,  the 
gold-fields,  Eucla,  and  Port  Augusta. 
They  had  before  them  the  reports  of  the 
sur\'evQrs  who  oiade  an  examinati<xi 
of  the  country  whidi  the  proposed  line 
would  traverse,  and  die  repoct  of  the  late 
Mr.  O'Connor,  and  they  reported  that  the 
railway,  if  constructed,  would  pav  at  the 
end  of  ten  years.  It  is  not  expected  of  en- 
pineers,  who  are  hard,  business  men,  that 
thev  should  indulge  in  flights  of  imagina- 
ticai.  They  are  rightly  very  careful  in  their 
estinut«s. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith.— They  will  all  be  out 
of  their  positions  ten  years  hence. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  reputa- 
tion of  a  public  servant  is  more  to  him  than 
his  position.  If  his  good  name  is  taken 
from  him,  he  becomes  a  very  poor  nan  in- 


deed. My  own  c^inioD  is  that  the  railway 
would  pay  after  three  yeajs  j  bcrt  the  secre- 
tary tu  the  Coaunissianers,  Mi.  Gwynaeth, 
who  has  had  large  expaknce  as  a  con- 
tractor's engineer,  estimated  that,  instead 
of  a  loss  of  j£2-49>435  in  ^  ten  yors. 
H^iich  is  the  estmote  of  the  CofBoiiuioaen, 
there  vmikl  be  a  pfofit  of  £^75^5^  ^  ^ 
shorter  loute  duon^  (be  Gairler  Ranges 
were  taken. 

Mr.  PoTNTON. — ^The  diorter  route  is  the 
worse  track. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  think  that  ii 
is  the  better  route. 

Mr.  PoTfNTON.— I  know  what  it  is  Kke, 

because  I  have  been  over  iL 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— i  haw  hem 
over  the  shorter  route  throng  the  Gawler 

Ranges. 

Mr.  PovNTON. — have  been  over  it  a 
dozen  times. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  «u  dtnety 
oAwerving  tiK  oounby  wfaea  I  cnMcd  over 
it,  thou^  it  is  now  thirty-foor  years  aga 
The  Commicsiooers  estknate  duU,  aittr  ten 
years,  the  prc^  from  the  line  will  be 
jQiHt^i^  per  annum,  but  Us.  Gwynnetfa 
estimates  it  at      2,515  per  annun. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — Is  tfurt  making  allowance 
for  interest  and  working  expenses? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Tiiat  is  mak- 
ing allowance  for  everything.  I  am  not 
DOW  in  a  positioa  of  leqxHiiibiiity  in  re- 
gard to  Western  Australia,  but  I  have  not 
the  slightest  doubt  that  any  reasonable  pro- 
posal made  by  the  Government  of  the  Om- 
monwealth  to  the  Government  of  that  State 
will  be  fairly  ooosiderejd.  The  people  of 
Western  Australia  do  not  wish  to  take  any 
advantage  of  the  CormncniwealtlL  Western 
Australia  has  been  most  generous  tn  tfae 
matter  throughout.  We  Imow  that  Sooth 
Au^alia  will  do  nothing  bat  Western  Atb- 
tralia  has  offclred  to  indenmify  ber  for  ainr 
lots  that  she  may  sustain,  for;  I  tlunk,  ten 
yeuB  after  the  construction  of  the  line. 
Even  if  there  were  a  loss,  it  ought  not  to 
be  taken  unduly  into  consideratiim,  when 
weighed  in  the  balance  widi  the  great  ad- 
vantage which  would  accrue  from  the 
cementing  tc^ether  of  the  peoples  of 
Australia  in  a  firm  Federation.  Vtbas 
is  the  loss  of  a  few  pounds  com- 
pared with  the  achievement  of  such  an 
object  as  Ihat  ?  There  bas  been  bo  more 
unjust  or  untrue   critudsm    levelled  st 
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any  project  than  that  wbkh  has  been  levelled 
at  this.  It  has  been  published  of  me 
personally  in  a  Melbourne  newspaper  that 
I  wish  to  force  a  gplgamic  fraud  on  the 
people  of  Anstratia.  In  the  first  place,  I 
have  no  power  to  fonx  anything  upon  the 
pec^Te  of  Australia. 

Mr.  Webstes. — In  what  newspaper  weie 
those  words  published? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  shall  not  give 
the  name  of  the  newspaper,  but  they  were 
hard  words  to  appljr  to  ooe  who  has  never 
dcme  anything  to  caxm  lam  to  be  ashuied 
to  IsA'A  Dp  his  head.  I  hari  them  back 
at  the  writer  of  the  article.  They  were 
untrue,  unjust,  and  disgraceful  wocd& 
Would  it  suit  roe  personally  to  associate 
myself  with  anything  which  would  bring 
disaster  iqmn  my  State  or  upon  the 
Commocweaith  ?  It  woirid  not.  Fifty 
transcontinental  railways  are  not  as  much 
to  me  as  is  my  hcmour.  Furthermwe,  I 
have  been  associated  hitherto  with  success- 
ful enterprises,  and  would  I  kiKmingly  now 
assodate  myself  with  a  {Hoject  wbidi  would 
be  likely  to  be  a  burden  on  ^  people  of 
Australia?  I  repodiale  the  idea.  It 
would  be  altogether  contrarv  >o  my  inte- 
rests to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  Those 
words  were  not  fair,  they  were  not 
hcMieatr  and  they  should  not  have  been  used 
In  regard  to  a  public  man  who,  whatever  may 
\ye  his  faults  in  the  opinion  of  his  oppo- 
nents, has  always  been  credited  with  a  ^ire 
to  do  what  was  right  I  ask  hcnnable 
noembers  who  are  opposed  to  this  small  ex- 
penditure of  £20^00^  and  who  seem  to 
have  pre-iudged  the  case  because  they 
are  imwillii^  to  wait  for  the  infor- 
mation which  we  wish  to  give  to 
them,  if  its  cost  is  their  only  objection  to 
the  construction  of  the  proposed  railway  ? 
If  so,  the  sooner  they  say  so  the  better,  be- 
catae  then  we  shall  know  how  we  stand. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — ^The  cost  is  a  very  great 
objection  to  the  proposal. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— What  other  ob- 
jection can  there  be? 

Mr.  Webster.— Would  the  prop06ed  rail- 
way compete  with  the  coasting  vessels  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.  ~  I  hope  so. 
Otherwise  it  night  not  pay. 

Mr.  Webstek. — ^That  may  be  a  reason  for 

the  opposition  to  the  proposal. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  hope  not; 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  it  is  our 
duty  to  opm  vp  this  gceat  continent,  and 


to  make  it  prosperous.  I  have  an  objea  in 
asking  if  the  cost  of  the  proposed  railway 
is  the  only  ob}ection  to  its  cooatruction. 
There  is  no  other  objection  that  I  can 
think  of.  Are  honorable  members  afraid 
of  losing  a  few  pounds  on  a  railway  which 
will  bind  Australia  together  in  a  manner  in 
irtksch  it  cannot  otherwise  be  bound  ?  Are 
those  who  hold  the  cost  to  be  an  objection 
prepared  to  allow  a  private  company  to 
undertake  the  enterprise,  and  to  run  it  for 
all  time  under  the  conditions  on  which 
the  rafhvays  of  the  States  are  run,  or  do 
tfa(^  wish  to  leave  the  countrj'  through 
which  the  line  would  pass  in  the 
occupatiOTi  of  the  kanganxis  and  native 
dogs?  I  hope  that  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Indi,  who,  I  see,  Is 
taking  notes,  will  refet  to  this  matter  when 
he  qieaks.  I  am  not  a  oonpany  monger, 
nor  do  I  know  of  any  company  willing  to 
tmdertake  this  work ;  bat  I  believe  that  a 
private  combinatiwi  would  construct  the 
railway  if  it  were  granted  a  monopoly. 

Mr.  HuBiB  Cook. — If  h  is  sodi  a  good 
thing,  why  do  not  the  States  constmct  the 
line? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST— I  beh'eve  that 
a  private  company  would  construct  the  line, 
if  it  were  granted  a  monopoly,  and  were 
relieved  from  taxation  for  a  kmg  term  of 
years. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — If  it  were  also  allowed  to 

charge  what  it  liked? 

&r  JOHN  FORREST.— No;  I  do  not 
contemplate  any  such  cooditioo.  I  surest 
that  it  should  be  required  to  carry  passen- 
gers and  goods  at  rates  similar  to  those 
prevailing  upon  the  Goremment  railways.  I 
have  never  advocated  the  construction  of  the 
line  on  account  of  the  character  of  the  coun- 
try  through  which  it  would  pass.  The  land 
is,  no  doubt,  capable  of  improvement  and 
development,  but  if  that  were  the  only  pros- 
pect before  us.  I  should  not  support  it.  My 
advocacy  is  based  upon  the  fact  that  the 
great  western  State  would  be  brought  into 
direct  communication  with  the  rest  of  Aus- 
tralia. If  the  country  through  which  the 
railway  would  pass  is  as  bad  as  it  is  repre- 
sented to  be  by  a  Melbourne  newspaper,  no 
one  need  have  any  compunction  about  gr^'ing 
away  large  areas  of  it  to  any  company 
that  might  be  willing  to  constmct  the  line, 
nor  need  they  hesitate  to  give  them  the 
most  excellent  terms  for  a  hundred,  or  eveai 
a  thousand,  years.   ThisQewspaoer  states, 
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with  reference  to  the  country  between  Port 
Augusta  and  Kalgoorlie,  that— 

Out  of  the  i,ioo  miles  of  railway  which  it  is  now 
proposed  to  coastruct  at  Federal  expenie,  very 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  t,ooo  miles  is  to  run  through 
territory  which  oas  no  appreciable  chance  of  being 
inhabited  for  generations,  if  ever  at  all. 

If  that  were  true,  the  country  would  be  of 
very  little  value  to  any  one ;  but  the  state- 
ment is  not  correct.  The  whole  of  the 
country  from  Port  Augusta,  through  the 
Gawler  Ranges,  past  Fowler's  Bay  and 
Eucla,  right  on  to  Kalgoorlie,  would  be 
suitable  for  pastoral  settlement  when  water 
supplies  are  made  available. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — How  much  perma- 
nent water  is  available  along  the  route  of  the 
proposed  line? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST. —There  is  no 
doubt  that  w^ater  could  be  made  available 
along  the  whisle  length  of  the  line. 

Mr.  Groosk. — Does  that  apply  to  both 
routes  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  know 
the  northern  route,  but  I  have  travelled  over 
a  large  part  of  the  southern  route,  and  am 
well  acquainted  with  it 

^Ir.  Bruce  Smith. — I  understood  that 
efforts  had  been  made  to  obtain  water  for 
years  past,  and  that  they  had  failed. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— \a  Water  has 
been  obtained  by  sinking  wells  on  the 
limestone  tableland.  Brackish  water  has 
been  struck  at  a  depth  of  500  feet. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — For  270  miles  the  coun- 
try is  already  settled,  and  the  settlers  there 
were  not  driven  out  during  the  drought 
peiiod. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Yes,  the  coun- 
trv,  as  far  as  the  head  of  the  Australian 
Eight,  is  already  settled.  Western  Aus- 
tralia is  prepared  to  leave  the  determination 
of  the  route,  the  gauge  of  the  line,  and 
everything  else  to  the  Commonwealth 
Parliament.  The  State  Legislature  passed 
an  Act,  the  preamble  of  which  is  so  well 
written,  and  represoits  so  clearly  the  objects 
in  view,  that  I  shall  read  it  to  honorable 
members.  The  Act  was  assented  on  the  29th 
September,  1903,  and  the  preamble  reads 
as  follows: — 

Whereas  the  people  of  New  South  Wales,  Vic- 
toria, South  Australia, Queensland.  Tasmania,  and 
Western  Australia,  being  desirous  of  securing  closer 
union,  and  the  benefits  of  mutual  protection  and 
defence,  an3  being  desirous  also  of  enjoying 
the  advantages  of  freedom  of  trade,  commerce, 
and  reciprocal  intercourse,  have,  by  the  Common- 
wealth of  Australia  Constitution  Act,  formed  one 


federal  and  indissoluble  Commonwealth  :  AnJ 
wEereas,  in  furtherance  of  these  objects,  power 
has  been  conferred  upon  the  Parliament  of  t&e 
Commonwealth  to  make  laws  for  the  constrvc- 
tion  and  extension  of  railways  in  any  State  with 
the  consent  of  such  State  :  And  whereas,  on  the 
faith  of  the  eaiTy  construction  of  a  railwav  to 
connect  the  Western  and  Eastern  portions  of  the 
Commonwealth,  by  means  whereof  they  could 
enjoy  the  full  benefits  of  such  union,  the  people 
of  Western  Australia  did  agree  to  the  uid  Con- 
stitution, and  to  form  part  of  the  Commonwealth. 
And  whereas,  to  enable  the  Parliament  of  the 
Commonwealth  to  execute  and  maintain  those 
essential  provisions  of  the  Constitution  which 
were  intended  to  confirm  the  people  of  this  por- 
tion of  the  Commonwealth  in  that  assurance  of 
protection  and  defence,  and  the  advantages  of 
postal  and  commercial  intercourse,  and  of  free- 
dom of  trade  by  land  and  by  sea,  which  are 
enjoyed  Ey  memoen  of  the  Commonwealth  eise- 
wheiet  it  is  detiraMe  to  authorise  such  Parlia- 
ment to  construct  a  railway  as  aforesaid.    .   .  - 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — There  is  not  one 
word  of  official  warrant  for  that  preamUe? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  agree 
with  the  honorable  member,  and  his  asser- 

ticm  is  not  justified. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — I  say  that  there  is 
no  official  warrant  for  the  statements  con- 
tained in  the  preamble. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Why  does  not 
the  honorable  member  remain  quiet  uintil 
I  have  finished?  The  second  section  of 
the  Act  from  which  I  have  been  quoting 
reads  as  follows: — 

Subject  to  section  six  hereof,  the  Common- 
wealth Parliameni  may  make  laws  for  the  con- 
struction and  maintenance  

(i)  Of  a  railway  from  Kalgoorlie  lo  the 
eastern  boundary  of  Western  Australia, 
commencing  at  the  termination  of  the 
existing  railway  system  of  the  State  at 
Kalgoorlie,  and  proceeding  thence  to  the 
said  boundary  by  such  route  as  the  Com- 
monwealth Parliament  may  determine, 
and 

(3)  Of  a  railway  from  the  Port  of  Eucla  run- 
ning due  north  to  a  point  intersecting 
the  route  of  the  railway  aforesaid. 

The  latter  part  of  the  section  refers  to  a 
small  railway  fropi  Eucla,  which  might  be 
required  for  construction  purposes.  Then 
there  is  provision  for  empowering  the  Com- 
monwealth to  acquire  land,  and  another  im- 
portant secticMi  which  shows  the  b^a  iides 
of  the  Western  Australian  Government.  It 
indicates  their  willingness  »>  incur  a  very 
large  expenditure,  which  will  probably 
amount  to  50,000.  It  is  provided 
that— 

Not  later  than  the  time  when  the  Common- 
wealth Parliament  commences  the  construction  of 
the  first-mentioned  railway,  the^ute  of  Westera 
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Australia  will  commence  the  construction  of  a 
tailway  from  Kalgoorlie  to  Fremantlci  on  the 
same  conditions  as  to  gauge  and  rails  as  those 
laid  down  by  the  Commonwealth  Parliament  in 
connexion  with  the  work  undertaken  by  it,  and 
shall  complete  the  same  by  the  time  the  Com- 
monwealth has  completed  the  tailway  afore- 
said. 

Hien  it  is  enacted  that  the  Act  shall  be 
void  unless  the  Commonwealth  Parliament 
shall  have  agreed  to,  and  shall  have  com- 
menced, the  construction  of  the  railways 
within  five  years  from  the  passing  of  the 
Act. 

Mr.  Bruce  Suith. — That  is  really  an 
Act  to  permit  the  Commoiwealth  to  con- 
struct the  line. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Yes;  but  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  cannot  have 
failed  to  notice  that  the  Western  Australian 
Government  undertake  to  alter  the  gauge  of 
their  own  railways  in  order  to  make  their 
gauge  uniform  with  that  adopted  by  the 
Commonwealth  Government.  That  would 
probably  involve  the  alteration  of  387  miles 
of  railway  from  Kalgoorlie  to  Fre- 
mantle  from  the  present  3-ft.  6-in.  gauge 
to  the  4-ft  8|-in.  gauge,  and  a  very  large 
^penditure,  amounting  to  at  least  ;£750,ooo 
would  have  to  be  incurred  in  effecting  the 
necessary  changes  in  connexion  with  sta- 
tion buildings  and  sidings,  and  in  widening 
the  permanent  way.  Therefore,  whilst  the 
ComnK»iwealth  are  asked  to  undertake  the 
survey  and  construction  of  the  proposed 
line,  they  must  not  forget  that  West- 
em  Australia  is  willing  to  incur  an  immense 
expenditure  in  order  to  secure  a  direct  and 
uninterrupted  means  of  communication  frcrni 
Fremantle  to  Port  Augusta. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — What  is  the  reason  of  the 
limitation  as  to  time  in  section  6  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  reason  is 
that  the  Western  Australian  Goveniment 
cannot  consent  to  hara  the  matter  "hung  up" 
for  ever.  They  have  undertaken  to  change 
the  gauge  of  their  line  from  Fremantle  to 
Kalgoorlie.  and  they  cannot  allow  matters 
to  stand  in  abeyance  for  more  than  five 
years.  At  present  all  alterations  and  ad- 
ditions OR  that  line  are  at  a  standstill,  and 
thev  must  remain  so  until  the  Western  Aus 
tralian  Government  are  in  a  positlcxi  to 
know  what  the  Commoiwealth  Parliament 
intends  to  da 

Mr.  Kennedy. — They .  will  become  an- 
noyed, and  construct  the  railway  themselves. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Personally,  I 
think  that  five  yeais  is  too  long  a  time  to 
allow. 


Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — That  Act  is  a  threat 
to  the  C(xnmonwealth  that  if  it  does  not 
undertake  the  construction  of  the  line  within 
a  certain  time  it  will  not  be  permitted  to  do 
so  at  all. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Surely  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  does  not  mean  to 
■say  that  ? 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — It  looks  very  much 
like  it. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Doesnot  thehon- 
orable  and  learned  member  see  that  some 
limitation  as  to  time  is  necessary,  because 
whilst  the  matter  remains  in  abeyance  no 
improvements  can  be  carried  out  upon  the 
existing  line  from  Fremantle  to  Kalgoorlie. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — What  is  to  happen  if  the 
Commonwealth  does  not  comineDCQ  the 
work  within  five  years? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  cannot  say 
what  Western  Australia  will  do;  but  pro- 
bably she  will  despair  of  Federation  con- 
ferring any  benefit  upon  her. 

Mr.  HiniE  Cook. — Probably  she  will 
secede  frtmi  the  Uniwi ! 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— No  doubt  she 
would  have  very  good  cause  for  dissatis- 
faction. In  this  matter,  Western  Australia 
has  not  acted  the  part  of  the  dog-in-the- 
manger.  Her  Legislature  leaves  the  whole 
questions  of  route  and  gauge  to  the  Com- 
monwealth Parliament,  and  undertakes  to 
alter  387  miles  of  existing  line,  in  order 
to  make  its  gauge  uniform  with  that  of  the 
railway  constructed  by  the  Commonwealth. 
I  do  not  think  that  any  one  can  argue  that; 
in  anything  Western  Australia  has  done  in 
this  matter  she  has  shown  any  narrow  or 
parochial  spirit.  All  through  the  negotia- 
tions she  has  acted  in  a  Federal  spirit,  nc^ 
in  her  own  interests  oaXy,  but  also  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  whole  of  Australia.  If  hon- 
orable members  compare  the  action  of  that 
State  with  that  of  South  Australia,  they  will 
probably  come  to  the  conclusion  that  Western 
Australia  has  some  great  benefit  to  gain  to 
make  her  so  urgent  in  her  advocacy  of  the 
railway,  whilst  the  sister  State  is  so  apa- 
thetic The  more  the  matter  is  looked  into, 
however,  the  more  clearly  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  contrary  is  the  case,  and  that  the 
greater  advantage  will  He  with  South  Aus- 
tralia. No  advantage  will  be  gained  by 
Western  Australia  that  will  not  also 
be  conferred  upon  the  sister  State. 
Even  in  connexion  with  the  construc- 
tion of  the  railway  itself,  South  Aus- 
tralia will  gain  more  largely,  because 
if  the  Gawler  Range  route  is  adopted, 
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large  quantities  of  railway  material  will 
probably  be  landed  at  Streaky  Bay,  Denial 
Bay^  Fowler's  Bay,  and  Eucla.  Western 
Australia  cannot  deliver  her  railway  ma- 
.terial  to  similar  advantage.  Before  a 
single  spike  can  be  chiven  on  the  Western 
AaistraUan  side,  it  will  have  to  be  carried 
for  587  miles  from  Fremantle  to  Kal- 
goorlle.  Then,  again,  a  great  poftion  of 
the  traffic  which  now  goes  to  Fremantle 
will  probably  be  diverted  over  the  new  line 
to  Sooth  Australia  and  odier  States,  and 
will  not  benefit  the  coastal  settlements  of 
Western  Australia,  which  at  present  enjoy 
the  whole  of  tKe  trade  with  the  gold-fields. 

Mr.  HzGGXNS. — ^Did  the  right  bonoiable 
gratleman  say  that  to  the  people  of  Feith? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Ye»;  and  I 
told  them  that  notwithstanding  that  at  first 
»ght  it  iMght  appestr  that  ld>e  pcc^Mucd  rail- 
way w>ould  cerate  agaiaat  their  aiexests,  in 
my  opuaaon  it  wai  oerUin  that  where  one 
man  travelled  now  a  hundred  would  travel 
when  it  was  ooiMtructed,  and  that  lor  every 
ton  of  goods  that  now  passed  in  or  oat  of 
the  State,,  hundreds  of  tons  wottld  be  for- 
warded. I  further  represented  to  them 
that  if  they  adopted  a  broad,  liberal,  and 
patriotic  view  of  diia  question,  they  would 
gftin  rather  than  lose  by  their  action.  X 
think  that  that  is.  a  perfectly  sound  positbn 
to  take  up,  and  L  thoroughly  belie\-e  that  the 
people  of  Western  Austialia,  as  a  whole, 
will  benefit  the  establishment  of  direct 
and  rapid  foeans  of  communication  between 
the  western  State  and  the  larger  centres  of 
population  in  the  east,  and  by  the  encour- 
agement which  will  be  given  to  tcade  and 
commerce  with  all  parts  of  the  Common- 
wealth. The  honorable  and  learned  mem;- 
her  for  Northern  Melbourne  at  once  sees 
that,  on  the  face  of  it,  the  proposal  does 
not  appear  to  be  largely  in  the  interests  of 
the  people  of  Perth  aiul  Fremantle;  but  on 
reflectiw  h£  nuist  agree  wit4i  me  that  the 
broader  and  wider  view  which  I  have  indi- 
cated is  the  sounder  and  nobler  one  to  adopt. 
I  think  I  ^ve  already  said  that  I  feel  a 
responsibility  in  this  matter,  becanae  I  took 
a  very  prominait  part  in  the  Federal  cam- 
paign,  and  in  recommending  the  pec^e  of 
Western  Australia  to  join  the  Union.  I  feel 
that  it  is  my  duty  to  do  all  that  I  can  to 
make  the  Union  sattsfactDiy  to  the  peo{He 
of  the  State  of  which  I  am  a  representa- 
tive. But  my  hands  are  tied.  We  have  no 
means  to  do  anything.  There  ia  no  meaos 
of  eommunication  between  Westem  Atutra- 
'-a  and  the  eastern  States,  ex(xpt  the  sea 


route.  There  has  been  no  true  realization 
of  Federation,  so  far  as  the  people  of  West- 
ern Australia  are  concerned.  They  reaGc 
the  inconvenient  side  of  it,  when  a  request 
for  a  post-office  is  refused,  or  when  a  [no- 
posed  telephone  extensiwi  has  to  be-  re- 
ferred to  Melbourne  for  decision.  On  !fae 
pther  hand,  if  wc  had  a  mlwaj  ramang 
daily  between  die  east  and  the  weit»  and 
iiundreds  of  people  travdlii^  to  mA  fio 
upon  it.  Federation  would  then  be  a  rolitr 
to  all  parts  of  the  Cosmionwealtb.  If  m 
railway  existed  between  Melbourne  and 
Sydney,  between  Sy^icr  and  Brisbane,  and 
between  M^boiHBe  and  Adelaide,  we 
should  have  these  States  wholW  ajput,  aaiA 
their  peoples  knowing  scarcely  anything 
of  one  another.  Such  a  oHufitiaa 
of  affairs  would  be  almost.  Ijeyood  endoi* 
aoce.  The  lepceieBtatives  of  Weatexa  Aus- 
traUa  cannot  readi  thcic  hornet  ocept  by 
means  of  a  sea  voyage.  Aa  I  have  al- 
ready said,  that  state  of  affairs  very 
materially  interferes  with  tfae  reproenta- 
tion  of  Westem  Australia,  in  the  Federal 
Legislatuier  because  but  &w  men  can  afford 
to  leave  their  homes  and  their  business 
for  many  months  in  order  to  devote  their 
whole  time  to  their  parliamentary  duties. 

Mr.  Wbbstkb. — The  cansCracticMi  erf  tins 
line  would  not  knptove  the  poatitM  in  tih^ 

tesped. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— It  wtmfd,  be^ 
came  ft  woold  improve  our  means  of  travel- 
ling to  and  from  onr  homes. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — But  it  could  not  improve 
the  present  representation  of  the  State. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST^I  do  not  wish 
to  say  one  word  adverse  to  my  coileagves 
in  the  representation  of  Westem  Australia, 
but  for  the  reasons  I  have  mentioned,  the 
isolated  condition  of  Western  Australia  cer- 
tainly interferes  materially  with  the  chooce 
of  tbri  people  of  that  State. 

Mr.  Webstee. — ^The  railway  journey 
would  annihilate  the  representatives  of  that 
State. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— It  would  do 
nothing  of  the  kind.  I  have  had  scune  ex- 
perience c4  travcllmg  long  distances  bv 
lanl.  i  have  tnrvEUed  aoon  Aneriea  aa 
several  occasitms.  The  raifwav  joumev 
occupied  eight  days  when  I  first  ciDsced  it 
and  yet  after  alighting  at  a  railway  statirai 
I  was  verf  glad  to  get  'mtn  tfae  tixia  atpaa. 
for  I  fbi»d  that  dw  laihriy  eansiige  was 
more  eran&wtxdile  than  aav  other  i^ce. 
The    present    state    of    affairs,    so  £u 
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as  Weston  Anstiidia  is  amcerned,  is 
not  FedentioD,  but  iariation.  It  mkcs 
Federation  a  sham.  I  distinctly  say  once 
imnre  that  I  ahouid  not  have  advocated 
Federation  bad  I  thought  that  this  statti  of 
isolation  would  ccHitinue  indefinitely.  But  if 
cannot  renuun  as  it  is.  The  people  of 
Western  Australia  will  never  rest  crai- 
tent  while  it  lasts.  The  only  thing 
that  makes  them  apparently  content 
is  the  hope  that  the  existing  position 
may  sxm  be  brought  to  an  end.  Is  it  reascHi- 
able  that  they  should  remain  isolated  frmn 
and  unknown  (o  the  people  oi  the  other 
States;  that  they  thoidd  have  no  means  of 
pwnnmnication  with  those  States  onept  that 
vhich  die  aea  affords?  Why  did 
they  agree  to  aater  t!be  Union? 
^Does  liie  Farfiaa^ent  of  Australia 
intend  to  refuse  to  carry  out  the  obliga- 
tion to  build  this  railway  ?  Stxne  one  has 
said  there  is  no  such  obligation.  I  assert 
that  there  is.  Tlie  Commonwealth  is  under 
an  obligation  to  protect  every  State  from 
invasicKi.  How  is  it  going  to  protect  West- 
em  Australia?  That  State  might  as  well 
be  an  island  in  mid-ocean  as  a  State  sepax- 
ated  frcMn  the  rest  of  the  Union  by  many 
hundreds  of  miles  of  tmoccupied  coun- 
try, and  without  railway  connauni- 
cation  inA  the  odaer  parts  of  the  Com- 
■tomreakfa.  Was  it  ever  intended  that 
Western  Australia  should  depend  npon  its 
own  resouroes  for  its  defence?  Why  mas 
it  provided  ia  the  Coostitulian  that  the 
Coaunonwealth  shall  protect  every  State 
from  invasMXi  when,  as  long  as  the  present 
state  of  affairs  oontinues,  we  cannot  defend 
Western  Austcalia,  or  aead  a  single  man  to 
pcotect  it? 

.  Mt.  Bruce  Smith. — Captain  Mahan  says 
that  a  naval  base  

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  am  speaking 
of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  BxtTCE  SMrrH. — But  the  right  honor- 
able member  should  listen  to  what  Captain 
Mahan  says  

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  honorable 
and  learned  laenber  ahouid  not  interrupt 
me.  The  Commonwealth  has  under- 
taken to  "  protect  every  State  against 
invasion,"  and  anless  every  effort  is 
to  be  made  to  cany  out  that  i^iga- 
tion,  those  words  in  the  Constitution 
•  must  be  Mte  and  meaningless.  I  would 
even  say  that  those  words  are  worse  than 
meaningless,  for  they  axe  fraudulent,  if  ther 
do  not  mean  what  they  say.  In  my  opinion. 


however,  they  do  mean  what  they 
say.  I  believe  that  the  people  erf  Aus- 
tralia are  on  my  nde — that  they  am  on 
the  side  of  Western  Aastraiia.  I  have 
never  addressed  a  public  meeting  on  diis 
question  in  any  part  of  Australia  without  re- 
ceiving encouragement  for  the  views  I  have 
expressed  in  regard  to  it.  On  one  occasion 
I  addressed  a  public  meeting  in  South  Aus- 
tralia, consisting  of  over  1,000  persOTS, 
a  large  majority  of  whom,  I  was  told,  were 
hostile  to  the  project ;  but  I  never  was  bet- 
ter received  in  my  life  than  when  I  was  ad- 
vocating before  that  meeting  the  construction 
of  this  railway.  The  same  remark  will 
apply  to  the  feeling  in  Victoria.  The 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Indi 
believes  that  his  oonstituents  are  imposed  to 
the  construction  of  the  line,  but  I  -very 
much  doubt  if  they  are.  I  am  prepared 
to  prove  the  sincerity  of  my  belief 
by  going  to  his  OKistituency  and  ask- 
ing for  the  support  of  '  his  consti- 
tuents, even  with  the  eloquence  of  the 
honorable  and  learned  menftier  against  me. 
The  people  of  Australia  are  not  mere  time- 
servers;  they  are  not  going  to  break  their 
word,  or  disregard  the  written  Consti- 
tuticm  to  which  they  have  agreed.  Th^- 
have  undertaken  to  protect  each  State  from 
invasion,  and  they,  must  set  about  the  woA 
of  putting  themselves  in  a  position  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Isaacs.— But  the  construction  of  this 
line  is  not  provided  for  in  the  CoastitutitMi  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST— The  people  of 
Australia  desire  a  Federation  that  is  not  a 
siiam.  They  want  soautfaiiig  real.  They 
beiieve  more  in  the  ii^>ortance  at  Western 
Australia  than  does  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Indi. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — Oh,  no  ! 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  people  of 
the  rest  of  the  Commcmwealtb  know  that 
Western  Australia  has  been  a  good  friend 
of  Australia,  and  carried  diem  safely  over 
a  period  of  distress,  and  helped  them  when 
they  needed  assistance.  They  are  not  un- 
grateful. I  rely  upon  tie  people  of  Aus- 
tralia to  a  larger  extent  than  I  rely  on  some 
of  their  representatives.  I  am  quite  cer- 
tain that  the  people  of  Victoria,  and,  in- 
deed, of  aD  Amtralia,  will  aAere  to  the 
undeistandoog  aizivBd  at  in  regaid  to  this 
matter,  and  will  adhere  to  tlte  spirit  of 
the  Comtitution.  They  know  that  a  moral 
uaderstandii^  exists  that  the  lae  shall  be 
constnnted,  and  they  will  see  that  it  is  car- 
ried out.     Who  are  cnir  opponoits  ?  Have 
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they  erer  done  anything  for  this  country  ? 
Let  them  stand  before  us  in  a  row,  and  point 
to  any  great  work  that  any  one  of  them 
has  carried  out — to  one  monument  that  re- 
flects to  their  credit? 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — They  are  sitting  behind 
the  right  honorable  member. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  am  not  speak- 
ing of  any  honorable  member  of  this  House 
in  any  personal  sense,  but  I  assert  that  our 
opponents  are  merely  the  "do-nothings." 
The  pessimists  and  the  croakers  of  former 
days  in  Western  Australia  cannot  be  found 
now,  because  all  the  works  which  they 
opposed  and  decried  have  been  suc- 
cessful. They  have  subsided,  al- 
though many  of  them  would  now  take 
credit  for  the  construction  of  works 
which  they  did  so  much  to  prevent.  I  would 
say  to  the  people  who  are  opposed  to  this 
undertaking  that  they  may  delay  this  great 
work,  but  not  for  long.  It  is  not  a  paltry 
little  railway  to  run  through  one  solitary 
town  or  district,  but  a  line  which  is  going 
to  connect  the  eastern  and  western  sides 
of  Australia,  and  bind  the  people  of  the 
Commonwe.ilth  together.  They  may  be 
able  to  delay  the  wi^rk,  but  it  will  not  be 
for  very  long,  for  I  firmly  believe  that 
Federation  and  broad-mindedness  will,  in 
the  near  future,  in  this  and  all  other  great 
naticHial  matters,  conquer  and  subdue  the 
"  little  Australians,"  the  pessimists  and  the 
parochialists. 

Mr.  ISAACS  (Indi).— I  think  we  can  all 
very  heartily  congratulate  tov  right  honor- 
able friend,  who  has  just  resumed  his  seat, 
on  the  genuineness  with  which  he  advocates 
this  project.  I  believe  that  no  honorable 
member  could  throw  more  personal  fervour 
into  his  advocacy  of  any  proposal  than  the 
right  honorable  m^ber  has  thrown  into  this, 
but  I  regret,  for  his  sake,  that  I  feel  com- 
pelled to  oppose  the  motion.  I  am  sorry  that 
mv  right  honorable  friend  refers  to  those 
who,  like  myself,  believe  that  as  trustees  of 
the  money  of  the  people  whom  we  repre- 
sent, we  are  not  justified  in  looking  at  an 
^penditure  of  ;^s,ooo,ooo  as  a  mere  no- 
thing  

Sir  John  Forrest.  —  It  is  not 
;£5, 000,000.  Our  oppCHients  always  add  a 
million,  but  never  think  of  taking  one  off. 

Mr.  ISAACS. — ^;^[s,ooo,ooo  has  con- 
stantly been  referred  to  in  this  House  as 
the  prc^ble  cost  of  the  railway.    But  let 

us  take  it  at  ;£4,ooo,ooo ;  a  million  is 
nothing  to  the  right  honwable  mraiber. 


Mr.  McCay. — At  present  we  are  con- 
cerned with  a  propbsal  to  tigeoA  onl* 

Mr.  ISAACS.— If  there  is  to  be  a  sur- 
vey, is  it  to  be  made  with  the  genuine  ji- 
tention  to  proceed  with  tbe  work,  shoild 
it  be  favorably  reported  upon? 

Mr.  Fowler. — Does  the  ocnstruction  of 
a  line  always  follow  the  making  of  a  sur- 
vey? How  many  surveys  of  projected 
lines  have  been  made  in  Victoria  without 
the  work  of  constructi<»i  following? 

Mr.  ISAACS. — I  agree  with  the  honor- 
able member's  suggestion  that  surveys 
ought  not  to  be  made  unless  it  is  intended 
to  proceed  with  the  actual  work,  should  the 
report  of  the  surveyors  be  f avDr^l& 

Mr.  FowLKR. — It  it  not  my  suggestion. 

Mr.  McCay. — ^The  object  of  the  proposed 
survey  is  to  obtain  necessary  infonnation. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— My  honorable  and  learned 
friend  will  surely  agree  that  if  we  secure 
the  necessary  information,  it  aliould  be  with 
the  honest  intention  to  proceed  with  the  wwk 
provided  that  the  information  proves  favor- 
able 

Mr.  McCay. — If  the  information  turns 
out  to  be  favorable. 

Mr.  ISAACS.— However  roseate  the  re- 
port might  be,  I  hold  that  we  are  not  in 
a  position  to  spend  ^£^4,000,000  or 
;^5,ooo,ooo  in  the  near  future.  On  that 
ground  alone,  I  am  prepared  to  object  to 
^e  proposal.  Whatever  may  be  the  even- 
tual prospects  of  this  gigantic  work — and  it 
is  a  gigantic  work — however  desirable  it 
may  be,  and  I  admit  it  is  desirable  that  at 
some  time  or  otho*  the  iron  band  of  union 
should  exist  between  east  and  west — I  think 
that  at  present  we  are  not  at  all  in  a 
position  to  spend  out  of  our  revenue,  or  to 
borrow  with  advantage  on  the  credit  of 
the  Commonwealth,  the  huge  sum  of 
;^4,ooo,ooo  or  ;^5,ooo,ooo  necessary  to 
make  this  railway.  When  we  look  at  the 
Act  of  Parliament  which  has  been  forcibly 
brought  under  our  notice  by  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan,  we  find  that  it 
is  to  expire  in  1908.  We  are  told,  in 
effect  by  Western  Australia,  "  If  you 
do  not  undertake  this  work  bv  1908, 
you  are  not  to  do  it  at  all."  That 
is  the  limit.  I,  for  one,  am  not  pre- 
pared to  sav  that  Australia  is.  by  some 
means,  to  raise  ;^4,ooo.ooo  or  ;^5.ooo,ooo, 
and  to  expend  it  in  making  a  railway  with- 
in the  period  named.  What  the  distant 
future  may  bring  is  another  matter;  but 
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I  am  not  prepated  to  say  that  even 
j^20,ooo  is  in  our  present  conditicxi 
a  mere  trifle.  I  do  not  know  that 
any  one  will  dispute  the  proposition  that, 
in  the  futtue, .  population  will  require  and 
justify  the  construction  of  the  line.  I  am 
not  in  a  position  to  offer  any  opinion  on 
that  phase  of  the  question,  but  I  do  say, 
that  whatever  the  future  may  bring  forth, 
the  present  is  not  the  time  for  us  to  embark 
on  such  a  great  undertaking.  If  we  are 
not  prepared  to  enter  upon  it  within  a  rea- 
sonable time,  then  we  have  no  right  now  to 
expend  ;£3o,ooo,  because  by  the  time  we 
should  be  able  to  undertake  the  enterprise, 
conditifms  might  have  materially  altered  for 
the  better  .or  the  worse — I  hope  and  be- 
lieve for  the  better.  We  are  told  by  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan  that, 
after  all  only  a  few  pounds  are  involved, 
and  he  wishes  to  know  why  "  these 
croakers "  should  object  to  the  expenditure 
of  a  few  pounds.  That  is  a  very  light 
way  to  talk  of  a  large  sum  of  mcney.  If 
we  were  to  propose  the  expenditure  of 
j^2o,ooo  on  s(xne  projects,  I  am  sure  that 
we  should  be  told  that  it  was  not  a  small 
sum.  It  sems  to  me  that  to  expend 
;£2o,ooo  in  the  way  proposed  would  be 
to  throw  it  away-  I  deny  that  it  was  any 
part  of  the  bargain  between  Western  Aus- 
tralia and  the  rest  of  the  Commonwealth 
that  this  railway  should  be  ct»istructed.  I 
never  heard  of  it  as  a  bargain,, but  I  do  not 
deny  that  it  was  a  laudable  desire  and  am- 
bition <xi  the  part  of  Western  Australia — 
and  a  desire  that  I  can  heartily  recipnx^te 
—that  the  eastern  and  western  States 
should  be  united  by  easier  and  more  facile 
means  communication  than  at  present 
exist.  The  question  is  whether  we  can 
afford  at  the  present  time  to  provide  that 
means  of  communication,  or  whether  the 
prospects  now  justify  it,  or  will  do  so  with- 
in the  imm»]iate  future.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  an  answer  for  the  right  honorable 
member  to  say  that,  if  the  only  objection 
be  the  cost,  we  should  allow  a  private 
company  to  do  the  work.  That  is  a  most 
falladous  argument.  If  the  Common- 
wealth or  any  State  is  going  to  say  t^iat  be- 
cause a  project,  however  inviting  it  may  look 
in  the  future,  is  not  one  which  the  financial 
condition  of  the  Commonwealth  or  of  the 
State  concerned  will  justify  at  the  present 
moment,  it  is  therefore  to  be  handed  over 
to  a  private  company  as  a  monopoly,  we 
shall  find  ourselves  at  no  great  distance  of 
time  in  a  very  perilous  position.   If  that 


p06iti<m  were  taken  up,  we  ^ould  fetter 
our  hands  in  a  way  from  which  we  oould 
not  hope  afterwards  to  free  ourselves. 
I  do  not  think  that  that  argument  is  a  sound 
CHie,  however  aHuring  it  may  be  for  the 
mwnent.  I  cast  my  mind  back,  and  recall 
a  time  in  our  history  when  Brisbane  was  not 
connected  with  Adelaide.  We  see  that 
they  are  connected  to-day,  but  it  requires 
time  and  patience  to  give  effect  to 
these  undertakings.  We  must  wait,  in 
my  judgment,  for  some  further  develop- 
ment of  our  population  and  territory  before 
we  can  justify  the  expenditure  of  the  very 
large  sum  of  money  we  are  now  aske'd 
to  expend.  I  should  like  to  have  heard 
the  present  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms upon  this  subject,  and  should  have 
been  pleased  if  he  had  followed  the  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan.  I  know  that 
his  views,  if  expressed,  would  not  be  found 
to  be  in  accord  with  those  which  have 
been  announced  by  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan.  I  think  it  is  wrcMig 
that  the  right  honorable  gentleman  should 
refer  in  the  way  he  has  done  to  those 
of  us  who,  in  Victoria  and  in  other  States, 
feel  that  they  cannot  suppOTt  this  pro- 
posal, which,  if  it  means  anything  at  all. 
is  only  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge  for  the 
largest  expenditure  of  money  proposed 
since  the  Commonwealth  came  into  exis- 
tence. I  take  this  opp(»tunity  of  saying 
that,  whatever  may  be  our  desire  for  closer 
union  and  quicker  communication  with 
Western  Australia,  well  disposed  as  we  all 
are  to  that  State  as  to  the  other  States  of 
the  Ccxnmcniwealth,  we  feel  regret  that  the 
circumstances  of  the  Commonwealth  to-day 
do  not  justify  us  in  supporting  the  proposal 
of  the  Government 

Mr.  KENNEDY  (Moira).— I  do  not 
propose  to  take  up  much  time  in  dealing 
with  this  matter,  but  it  is  strange  to  me  to 
hear  the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan 
put  so  much  force  into  his  arguments  in 
the  endeavour  to  impress  the  Committee 
with  the  splendid  thing  it  will  be  for  this 
Parliament  to  embark  upon  railway  con- 
struction at  this  particular  time  and  in  this 
particular  locality.  The  right  honorable 
member  has  given  us  to  understand  that 
this  is  not  a  matter  of  convenience  or  of 
advantage  to  the  people  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia. He  holds  that  it  will  be  of 
enormous  benefit  to  the  people  of  the 
C(xnmonwealth  if  this  railway  is  constructed 
at  their  expense,  but  to  my  mind  the  pro- 
ject will  be  of  benefit  only  to  the  people 
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of  Western  Australia.  The  right  honor- 
able gmtleman  said  thai  he  would  tell  us 
what  an  eminent  engxraeiing  authority,  to 
whom  the  question  was  refeoed,  had  to 
say  with  respect  to  the  railway,  and  the 
ooontrv  dirough  which  it  is  proposed  to 
be  coiistTucted.  I  regret  that  the  right 
h(Hiorable  gentleman  did  not  quote  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  C.  Y.  O'Connor,  the  author- 
ity to  whom  he  referred. 

Mr.  FowixR. — I  think  the  right  hwKW- 
able  member  for  Swan  said  that  Mr. 
O'Connor  had  not  been  through  most  of 
the  cmuitry,  and  be  did  not  regard  that 
gentleman  as  an  authority. 

Ml.  KENNEDY.— He  has  not  been 
through  it,  and,  strange  to  «y,  we  can  find 
no  one  who  admitt  that  he  has  been 
through  the  country,  «  knows  anything 
about  it. 

Mr.  FowLEa.— Hence  the  necessity  for 
further  inquiry. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— The  right  honor- 
aUe  manber  for  Swan  has,  I  believe,  been 
tfansc^  tin  onmtry,  but  even  he  cannot 
speak  authoritatively  oonoeming  it 

Mr.  Fowler.— Honorable  menibers  will 
not  take  the  right  Iwoorable  gentleman's 
word  on  the  sidiject 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Yet  we  have  esti- 
mates submitted  as  to  the  prtjfaabie  ct3«t  of 
the  railway.  I  am  surprised  that  the 
ri^t  honorable  member  for  Swan  did  not 
quote  Mr.  O'Connor's  views,  after  telling 
the  Committee  that  he  prorposed  to  do  so. 
On  the  verv  best  information  available  to 
date,  Mr.  O'Comwr  writes  in  this  way  in 
paragraph  2  of  his  report — 

In  an  undertaking  of  this  magnitude,  traven- 
ing  H.ooo  •lies  of  oiuntry,  wkicli  is  nostly  n- 
inhabited,  uncultivated,  and  waterl«tc.  aUhouih 
there  are  no  engineering  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  there  is  neoesiarily  ■  good  deal  of  weer- 
tainty  as  to  its  probable  cost. 

It  is  not  to  me  a  matter  of  surprise  to  find 
that  a  State  Government  should  be  most 
anxious  that  some  authority  other  than  itself 
and  its  taxpayers  should  embark  in  such  a 
national  work  as  this— because  a  national 
work  it  Burelv  is.  as  we  understand  national 
works  here,  that  is  to  say,  works  in  connexion 
with  which  *ere  can  be  no  possible  hope  that 
they  will  pay,  or  that  there  will  be  a  justi- 
fication for  the  expenditure  invcrf^-ed  in  them. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— That  is  merely  the 
honorable  member's  opinion. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— If  this  undertaking  is 
to  be  such  a  wonderfully  good  thing  00m- 
merriallv  and  generallv  for  the  development 
of  Western  Australia,  how  is  it  that  tte  Co- 


vemment  of  that  State  is  so  anxious  tha* 
somebody  else  should  embark  in  the  cur- 
stiuction  of  the  railway  and  contioi  tie 
enterpriae? 

Sir  John  Fohkst. — have  explaned 
that  only  half  the  line  would  rm  throagh 
their  territcny. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  take  objeccioa  to 
the  propossd,  on  the  ground  of  the  undei- 
lying  priiraple  with  regard  to  the  CdoimaD- 
wealth  embarking  in  railway  canstructkm  at 
all.  The  oonditiaDs  under  wlucfa  we  cm 
embark  upon  railway  constmctkia,  as  laid 
(Sown  in  die  Conatitution,  areclear  and  dit- 
tiiH:t  A  first  essential  is  the  aotfaority  of 
the  States  through  which  the  railways  pro- 
fosed  to  be  constructed  must  pass.  Up  to 
the  present  tune,  no  assent  has  been  gmp 
b\  one  of  the  States  concerned  in  this  pn:»- 
posed  railway. 

Sir  John  Forkst. — There  is  coBseia  to 
(he  suTve^'. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  am  nsninded  of  the 
wiles  of  the  artful  tr^per,  mdeavowing  tn 
snare  the  last  remnants  <^  tiie  warri^L  Al* 
the  skill  and  ingenuity  of  the  hanusUe  and 
learTKd  member  for  Ballarat  and  his  suc- 
cessor in  office  have  been  affiled  with  the 
utmost  ability  in  a  vain  attempt  to  get  the 
Premier  of  South  Australia  to  say  somethiiii; 
definite  on  this  mAjtxt. 

Sir  John  Forkest. — To  keep  bis  word, 
m  fact. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— No,  not  to  keep  his 
wOTd,  bur  to  keep  the  word  of,  or  some  pm- 
mise  made  by,  a  predecessor  in  office. 

Sir  John  Foriest. — He  was  a  meDslxr 
of  the  same  Ministry. 

Mr.  KENNEDY. — That  does  not  matur. 
Even  the  valiant  right  honorable  gentleouo 
is  not  going  to  side-trade  me  on  this  occa- 
sion. 

Sir  John  Foaiifisr. — Does  the  honorable 
mesaber  contend  that  a  Minister  is  not 
btxmd  by  a  piomise  given  by  ibe  Premier 
of  a  Govenmeot  of  whidi  he  was  a  skb- 
ber? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  propose  to  telJ  the 
Committee  exactly  what  the  position  is  with 
regard  to  the  correspondence  which  ap- 
pears to  go  back  to  1900,  and  wbidi  was 
initiated  by  Sir  Edmund  Barton  when  lead- 
ing the  first  Federal  Administration.  We 
have  been  reminded  that  three  Govemmente 
have  favoured  this  imqxxal,  and  have  in- 
troduced it  to  this  House. 

Mr.  PoYNTOH. — Four  fnmt  Minbteis 
have  supported  it. 
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Mr.  KENNEDY.— Let  va  say  four. 
Three  of  them  neva  succeeded  in  reaching 
anything  definite  with  regard  to  their  pio- 
posals. 

Mr.  PovKEon. — The  honoraUe  mentber 
would  not  allow  a  Prime  Minisler  to  do  so 
on  one  occasion. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  propose  to-night  to 
«M)\r  why  I  think  we  have  gone  far 
enough,  so  far  as  action  by  the  pre- 
sent Administration  is  concerned.  I  pro- 
pose to  put  this  matter  from  my  pcnnt  of 
view.  It  IS  a  strange  feature  in  cannoicm  with 
tbe  std>ject  that,  with  tbe  «iceptkni  of  tbe 
light  honorable  member  for  Swan,  the  only 
ardent  and  enthusiastic  supporter  of  this 
proposal  is  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
who  at  present  occupies  the  position  of 
Prime  Minister.  That  is  an  extrKirdinary 
position.  I  should  like  some  little  informa- 
tion, whidi  Z  have  no  donbt  is  available  if 
we  oonld  get  the  benefit  of  it,  to  explain 
how  it  is  that  the  position  which  an  honor- 
able member  may  occupy  in  this  Cbamber* 
or  the  party  he  happens  to  support*  aimuld 
have  some  peculiar  influence  upon  the  atti- 
tude he  is  likely  to  assume  with  regard  to 
this  proposal.  I  should  be  delighted  if 
some  of  the  honorable  gentlemen,  who  were 
recently  sitting  in  this  c«net,  and  some  who 
were  in  Opposition,  and  who  have  now  been 
elevated  to  the  Treasury  bench,  would  ex- 
plain how  tbe  judgments  which  they  pre- 
vioosly  formed  have  been  influenced  by 
the  atmosphere  of  Ministerial  respcmsibility. 

Mr.  Mahon. — To  whom  does  the  honor- 
able member  refer? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— To  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs,  for  instance.  That 
honorable  member  has  always  posed  as  an 
economist  oS  the  first  water,  and  I  ha\«  al- 
ways looked  to  him  for  light  and  leading 
in  matters  of  economy. 

Mr.  McIJEAN. — Tbe  hcnorable  member 
will  be  quite  right  if  he  sticks  to  that 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  should  like  to  have 
SOTie  informati<»i  to  show  what  has  in- 
fluenced facMwrable  gentlemen.  Even  from 
the  IxHiorable  gentleman  who  is  in  charge 
of  this  matter  to-night,  we  have  heard  no- 
thing very  definite  in  the  way  of  justifica- 
tion for  the  position  tbe  Govemoaent  are 
takii^  up.  Not,  perhaps,  from  anxthing 
on  record,  but  from  the  general  trend  of  his 
wews  politically,  and  his  actions  in  Parlia- 
ment, the  NHnister  of  Defence  led  me 
to  believe  that  he  was  opposed  to  any  pro- 


posal of  this  sort,  practically  committing 
the  Federal  Pariiament  to  an  expenditure 

of  ,000,000. 

Mr.  McCat. — This  does  not  conmit  Par- 
liament; it  is  intended  only  to  secure  in- 
formation. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— It  is  the  first  step  in 
the  aflirmation  of  a  princifrfe.  We  are 
being  asked  to  establish  a  precedent  that 
is  going'  to  infiuence  ns  for  all  time. 

Mr.  Bbuce  Smith. — Remember  that  the 
present  is  a  Coalition  Goverrmient. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.  —  CoalitioEJs  are  re- 
spcMisiUe  for  a  great  deal.  We  saw  one 
effect  of  a  coalition  tbis  evening,  wboi  a 
division  took  place  in  this  dumber.  Cer- 
tain honorable  members  have  gone  into  alli- 
ance with  others,  and  on  the  very  first  oppor- 
tunity those  who  held  out  the  olive  bruich 
to  thera  were  deserted  by  thor  sworn 
friends.  Are  we  to  have  a  repetition  of  (fee 
same  kind  of  thing  on  this  side  of  the 
House? 

Mr.  HsB«2w.— Yes. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— If  so,  I  am  made 
onlr  tiie  more  chary  of  these  coalitions.  In 
one  vote  this  evening,  we  saw  sworn  allies 
running  away  from  their  brethren-in-arms. 

Mr.  McCay. — ^They  ran  away  from  thrir 
own  bridge. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Surely  that  kind  of 
thing  is  not  going  to  happen  on.  this  side 
of  the  House  on  tbis  question?  Tbis  is 
why  I  am  most  anxious,  with  the  honorable 
member  for  Indi,  to  know  what  really  is 
the  opinion  of  the  Ministers  of  Trade  and 
Custcmu  and  Defence.  I  (had  some  little 
hope  that  the  Minister  of  Home  Affairs, 
who  introduced  the  subject  this  evening, 
would  exhibit  a  desire  to  proceed  on 
nwre  economical  lines  than  appears 
to  be  the  case.  It  did,  howeva, 
seem  to  me  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's heart  was  not  in  this  matter.  I  hon- 
estly believe  that  the  right  honoraUe  mem- 
ber foe  Swan  could  have  stated  a  much  bet- 
ter case  in  si^iport  of  the  proposal  tiian 
did  the  Minister  of  H(xne  Affairs.  I  have 
been  for  some  time  diverted  from  the  de- 
lightful correspondence  that  4ias  taken  place 
between  the  Prime  Ministers  of  the  Com- 
monwealth and  the  Premiers  of  South  and 
Western  Australia.  I  find  that  a  letter 
passed  from  Sir  Edmund  Barton  to  the 
Premier  of  South  Australia,  in  1903,  refer- 
ring to  correspondence  which  took  place  in 
1901.   It  would  appeas  that  a  paiod  of 
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two  years  had  been  allowed  to  elapse  before 
»he  attack  on  this  subject  was  renewed. 
Sir  Edmund  Barton  wrote,  in  1903 : — 

I  have  the  honour  to  invite  your  attention  to 
the  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  the  trans* 
continentftl  railway  that  passed  between  us  in 
iQor,  and  particularly  to  vour  letter  of  the  31st 
July  of  that  year,  in  whicn  you  enclosed  a  com- 
munication from  Mr.  Holder,  then  Premier  of 
South  Australia,  dated  ist  February,  1900. 

That,  I  assume,  is  the  historic  letter  re- 
ferred to  in  which  the  Premier  of  South 
Australia  made  a  promise  that  he  would 
put  no  obstacles  in  the  way  of  future  nego- 
tiations with  regard  to  the  construction  of 
this  line.  But,  so  far  as  I  understand,  he 
certainly  did  not  pledge  his  Parliament  in 
any  particular  way. 

Sir  John  Forkest. — He  said,  "I  under- 
take." 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— We  shall  deal  with 
the  letter  later  on.  Then  the  Premier  of 
South  Australia  replied  to  this  effect : — 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  igtb  inst.,  I  have 
the  honour  to  inform  you,  as  I  have  previously 
informed  the  Eonorable  the  Premier  of  Western 
Australia,  that  it  would  not  only  be  unjustifiable, 
but  useleu  to  submit  to  Parliament  a  Bill  for  the 
constmction  of  this  railway  (of  which  this  State's 
■bare  of  the  cost  would  amount  to  a  very  larjge 
sum)  without  being  in  a  position  to  give  Parlia- 
ment information  as  to  the  cost  of  the  scheme. 

That  was  in  1903.  Then  we  have  that 
able  exponent  of  the  English  language,  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bal- 
larat,  coming  on  the  scene  in  his  capacit} 
as  Prime  Minister.  In  a  very  long  letter, 
addressed  to  the  Premier  of  5'outh  Austrn 
lia,  the  hcmorable  and  learned  member  made 
every  effort  to  pin  down  fhe  former  to 
something  definite,  but  he  absolutely  failed 
to  do  sa  The  honorable  and  learned 
member  even  made  an  appeal,  which  is 
evidence  that  there  was  no  intention  at 
that  time  on  the  part  of  the  Commonwealth 
Parliament,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned  as 
Prime  Minister,  to  embark  on  any  cost 
whatever  until  it  was  known  exactly  what 
the  position  of  the  Commcmwealth  was — 
until  the  assent  of  both  States  had  been 
giv»i  to  the  proposal.  TEis  is  the  appeal 
he  made  in  a  letter  under  date  i6th  Oc- 
tober, 1903  : — 

The  approximate  cost  of  the  work  is  expressly 
set  out  in,  the  reports  of  the  Board  of  Knginceri- 
in-Chief.  dated  12th  March  and  27th  July, 
tgo^.  which  has  been  presented  to  the  Federal 
Parliament.  That  Board  consisted,  as  you  are 
aware,  of  the  best  authorities  on  railway  con- 
struction to  be  found  in  Australia.  Its  members 
were  nominated  by  the  several  States,  including 
South  Australia.    They  devoted  much  time  to 


the  consideratiwt  of  their  sid>jcct,  and  their 
estimate  may  be  taken  to  be  the  most  definite 
that  could  be  obtained  until  the  line  is  marfcel 

out. 

That  is  the  pointed  reply  of  the  Prime 
Minister  to  the  Premier  of  South  Aiutra* 
Ha.   The  letter  proceeded — 

The  request  for  further  informatipn  Oones 
unexpectedly  at  this  stage,  when  all  the  know- 
ledge that  could  be  expected  prior  to  a  detailed 
examination  of  the  route  has  already  been  ac- 
quired. Even  that  would  {^balj  alter  the 
sum  quoted,  but  very  slightly,  tf  at  all.  To 
make  a  complete  survey  might  cost  £20,000^  and 
before  asking  the  Commonwealth  Parliament  to 
approve  of  this  expenditure,  it  is  only  reasoo- 
able  that  the  consent  necessary  under  sub-sec- 
tion 34  of  section  .  51  of  the  Constitutim  should 
be  obtained. 

Why  is  it  that  as  Prime  Minister  be  never 
departed  from  that  principle?  He  refused, 
and  never  did  submit  to  this  House  a  pro- 
posal to  spend  one  single  billing  even  <a 
a  survey  until  that  consent,  which  was  not 
given  during  his  reign  as  Prime  Minister, 
was  obtained. 

Sir  John  Foksest.^ — He  never  repudiated 
the  consent  given. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— But  he  never  got  the 
consent  which  was  laid  down  as  a  stipula- 
ticm.    The  letter  went  on — 

Your  Government  and  Parliament  have  much 
better  information  now  as  to  the  probable  cod 
of  the  work  than  when  Mr.  Holder's  promise 
to  the  Government  of  Western  Australia  was 
made  in  1900,  and  I  should  be  glad  if  you 
could  see  your  way  to  consider  this  sufficient  for 
present  purposes,  and  at  the  earliest  date  pau 
an  Act  authorizing  the  Federal  Parliament  to 
proceed  with  the  work.  This  hat  already  been 
done  by  the  Legislature  of  Western  Australia. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — That  is  all  right. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— What  I  want  th; 
Committee  to  note  is  that,  having  made  this 
request  to  the  Premier  of  South  Australia, 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bal- 
larat,  as  Prime  Minister,  refused,  and  never 
did  submit  to  the  House  a  proposal  to  spend 
one  single  shilling. 

Sir  John  Fokkest. — The  Prime  Minis- 
ter did  so,  before  his  Government  vent  out 
of  office. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Certainly  not. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — This  same  message 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— But  it  was  ne%-er  dealt 
with  in  Conmittee. 

Sir  John  Fokkest. — ^The  honwaUe  roon- 
ber  may  remember  that  I  submitted  the  mo- 
tion, which  was  opposed  by  the  other  side 
for  the  reason  that  there  was  a  political 
crisis.  But  the  message  and  the  Bill  were 
before  the  House. 
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Mr.  KENNEDY.— But  that  was  as  far 

as  we  got. 

Sir  John  I^osrest.— The  propcnal  of  the 
Government  was  made. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.—This  brings  me  to 
May,  1904,  when,  apparently,  there  had 
been  a  change  of  Goremment,  and  the  fol- 
lowing telegram  was  sent  <m  the  7th,  by  the 
then  Prime  Minister  to  the  Premier  of  South 
Australia :  — 

Katgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  railway  under 
GOoaideratioD.  SbaH  be  glad  ko  be  advised 
whether,  in  event  Commonwealth  FaiEiament 
favorably  consideiing  question,  you  will  be  pre- 
pared to  pass  Act  authorizing  Federal  authority 
to  proceed  with  work  of  constructtoo.  As  you 
are  aware,  this  has  already  been  done  by  Legis- 
lature of  Western  Australia.  Greatly  obliged 
if  you  will  favour  with  early  reply. 

The  reply  to  that  telegram  is  t»  this 
effect:— 

Replying  your  wire  7th  instant,  Kalgooilie  and 
Port  Augusta  railway,  I  advised  your  predeces- 
sor on  2and  February  that  if  it  was  considered 
necessary  for  the  State  to  pass  an  Act  to  give 
the  Federal  Government  power  to  make  the 
proposed  survey,  we  would  be  agreeable  to  ask 
Parliament  when  next  assembled  to  pass  a  short 
measure  with  that  objecj.  I  do  not  suppose  you 
intend  to  ask  your  Parliament  to  pass  legislation 
providing  for  the  coastructlon  until  survey  is 
made  and  some  reliable  estimate  prepared  .of 
probable  cost. 

Sir  John  Forhkst. — ^That  is  right. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Honorable  members 
will  observe  the  diplomacy  and  tact  with 
which  the  leader  of  the  Government  of 
South  Australia  evades  the  point  which  was 
put  to  him  point  blank ;  he  does  not  answer 
the  question,  but  simply  dodged  it. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — He  wanted  more 
information. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— There  is  a  subsequent 
message  fnxn  the  Prime  Minister,  which  is 
as  follows: — 

•Your  wire  loth  instant,  Kalgoorlie-Port 
Augusta  railway.  Shall  be  glad  if  you  will 
kindly  advise  me  disposition  of  your  Govern- 
ment towards  question  of  authorizing  construc- 
tion. The  pouession  of  your  views  upon  this 
specific  point  will  be  of  conriderable  value  to 
GovemmcDt  in  considering  question  of  survey. 
Will  you  kindly  favour  me  early  reply? 

The  reply  to  that  is  to  Ibis  effdct: — 

Replying  your  wire  nth,  Kal^oorlie  and 
Port  Augusta  railway,  when  survey  is  made  and 
reliable  estimates  of  probable  cost  are  pre- 
pared, we  should  be  pleased  to  advise  you  as  to 
what  action  we  shall  then  ask  the  State  Parlia- 
ment to  take. 

The  Premier  of  South  Australia  was  begin- 
ning to  make  up  his  mind  in  a  certain 
directiwi,  but  be  had  certainly  decided  that 


he  was  not  going  to  commit  his  Parliament 
or  people  in  the  slightest  degree  to  this 
line. 

Sir  John  Forrest.-^Hc  repudiated  the 
promise  made  by  the  present  Speaker  when 
Premier  of  South  Australia. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— The  Premier  of 
South  Australia  says  that  he  is  not  tied  by 
that  prMnise. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^We  do  not  agree 
with  bun. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— That  is  a  matter  of 
opinion ;  and  we  know  we  are  tied  by  no- 
thing but  Acts  of  Parliament. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^That  may  be  a 
Victorian,  but  it  is  not  a  British  idea. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS.— Is  the  haiorable  member 
for  Moira  not  tied  by  the  caucus  ? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  do  not  acknow- 
ledge any  caucus.  The  Premier  of  South 
Australia  goes  on : — 

The  question  of  making  survey  has  already 
been  decided  by  your  predecessors  in  office.  Un- 
less you  intend  to  repudiate  their  obligations 
you  need  no  further  information  in  order  to 
justify  you  in  asking  vour  Parliament  to  provide 
necessary  funds  for  that  purpose. 

Honorable  members  will  see  the  ingenuity  of 
this  gentleman,  who  refuses  to  be  tied  him- 
self in  any  way,  or  committed  to  anything 
in  particular,  but  who  attempts  to  impress 
the  Prime  Minister  with  the  idea  that  the 
latter,  by  some  decisifxi  of  his  predecessor 
in  oflSce,  was  committed  to  a  survey.  That, 
however,  is  not  correct. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  message  was 
laid  cm  the  table  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— If  the  Government 
desire  to  expend  money  for  any  particular 
purpose,  they  must  get  the  authority  of 
Parliament,  and  then  take  the  responsi- 
bility. 

Sir  John  Forrest.  —  The  Government 
had  made  up  their  mind  to  ask  the  Parlia- 
ment for  authority. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  contend  that  before 
it  is  justifiable  to  spend  one  shilling  on  a 
survey,  there  must  be  the  consent  of  the 
States  through  which  the  line  will  pass. 

Sir  John  Forrest.  —  I  think  that  is 
rather  a  narrow  view. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— The  view  is  not  so 
wide  as  the  line,  of  course.  It  was  com- 
mencing to  dawn  <m  the  Prime  Minister  that 
he  was  dealing  with  rather  an  astute  gentle- 
man, and  he  sent  the  following  telegram  : — 

Regret  you  appear^unwilling  to  intimate  prob- 
able attitude  of  your  Government  towards  Kal- 
goorlie-Port  Augusta  railway  until  ^fter  con* 
siderable  expense  that  survey  will-  necessitate 
will  have  been  incurred.  May  I  tal^  it  thaf 
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■nlesft  uuTcy  discUiM*  facU  oot  now  knowik, 
involving  very  substantial  increase  on  present 
estimates  of  cost,  yaa  will  advise  your  Parlia- 
ment pass  Bill  conferring  necessary  authority 
oa  CoanaoBwealth  to  constmct  line,  in  accorcl- 
ance  with  pronise  of  South  Australiaa  Govern- 
ment when  Mr.  Holder  was  Premier?  You  will 
readily  perceive  that  Federal  Parliament  may 
naturally  be  relntant  to  authorize  substantial 
pzclivinaty  expcndilsre  oakss  thry  have  some 
assurance  that  such  expenditure  will  not  be  ren- 
dered rcsultleis  by  your  subsequent  uBwillkig- 
ness  to  act  in  accordance  with  promise  referred 
to.  In  reference  to  latter  part  of  your  tde- 
fram.  The  qaestitM  o£  adopttog  or  modifying 
the  policy  of  our  predecessors  is  a  matter  for 
Ibis  Government  to  determine. 


The  Utta  portint  is  in  oact  agzMsnent  with 
die  position  I  kuA  op  in  juatificadon  of  the 
attitude  of  Mr.  Jcaldns.  The  bononble  mem- 
ber for  Bland,  who  was  then  Prime  Mimster, 
said  that  he  was  not  tied  b;  th<f  detennina- 
tion  of  his  predecesMvs,  except  in  ao  fax  as 
the  policy  of  his- Govenuneirt  determined  he 
should  go.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  attittideof 
the  thm  Prime  Ministex  was  that  the  Govem- 
ment  should  not  move  at  all,  and  although 
they  did  submit  a  proposal  to  the  House  to 
spend  money  oo  the  survey,  he  intimated  to 
the  FremieE  of  Sooth  Australia  that  the 
CcxnnKKiwealth  B^liament  could  not  t>e 
asked  to  aitfhorize  the  expraditure 
mitil  the  assent  of  the  South 
Australian  Parliament  had  been  obtained. 
I  contend  that  we  are  in  exactly  the  same 
positicm  to-day.  I  venture  to  say  that  the 
hwiorable  member  for  Bland  should,  in 
fairness,  and  in  consequence  of  that  urider- 
taking,  conveyed  to  the  Premier  of  Soutn 
Australia,  oppose  the  expenditure  of  even 
one  shilling  on  a  survey,  until  the  consent 
of  South  Australia  is  omained. 

Mr.  FowLE*. — ^Tbe  Premier  of  South 
Australia  expressed  to  me  months  ago  the 
c^inicm  that  there  would  be  no  opposition. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— What  is  the  use  of 
coming  here,  and  saying  what  the  opinion 
of  the  man  in  the  street  is,  when  we  ihave 
an  oflicia!  statement  from  the  Premier  of 
South  Australia? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomsonw — ^Does  the  hon- 
orable member  mean  in  reference  to  the 

survey,  or  the  railway  ? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  am  dealing  with 
the  survey.    The  reply  to  that  querv  was 

this:— 

Replying  to  vours  of  13th,  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  mine  of  lath  nut.,  further  than  to  state 
that  tanrey  and  reliable  estimates  are  always 
prepared  before  we  ask  Farnaaent  by  Act  to 
soactioa  die  conftmciiim  of  aay  line  of  rail- 
way. 


We  have  in  the  tel^ams '  and  covreqnn- 
deiKe  which  passed  between  tbe  Pnae 
Minister  and  the  Premier  <A  %)atb  Austra- 
lia, a  clear  indication  that  the  Pieaicr  of 
South  Aoitralia  refused  point  blank,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  acknowledge  any  obliga- 
titMi  to  be  bound  by  any  prooaise  made  by 
his  predecessor  with  regard  to  tbe  oob- 
stmction  of  the  line  Even  sboold  the  re- 
port be  favorable,  we  have  no  intimatiaa 
from  him  that  iie  will  ask  tbe  Soidh  Ans- 
tralian  Parliament  to  cooaent  to  the  cob- 
slniction  of  die  Ibk 

Sir  John  Fomest. — ^We  take  that  risk. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.—!  ventuse  to  say  that 
we  cannot,  utrder  the  Const  it  iition,  tdce 
that  risk.  Tbe  first  absoitite  essential  be- 
fore we  spend  any  money  is  to  obtain  the 
assent  of  the  Parliaments  of  the  States 
through  which  the  line  is  to  be  conatracted. 
What  right  have  we  to  spend  money  upoo 
a  suivey?  Is  it  not  part  and  parcel  of 
the  expenditure  debited  to  the  conatradioa 
of  the  line? 

Mr.  DxTGAXD  Thoiisom. — ^The  honorable 
member  is  tx>w  dealing  with  the  railww, 
not  with  the  survey. 

Mr.  HxGGiHS. — ^We  certainly  cannoC 
(instruct  the  railway  tmless  South  Aus- 
tralia assents. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— No;  and  I  go  fur- 
ther, and  say  that  we  should  not  be  jus- 
tified in  spending  money  on  a  mr- 
vey  until  we  have  autfuwity  to  coiv 
struct  the  line.  What  is  the  position  of 
the  people  of  Western  Australia?  Th«e 
is  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  some  persms 
to  rush  to  their  friends  when  they  have  a 
"good  thing"  instead  of  takii^  advan- 
tage of  it  thonselves.  They  seem  to  be 
anxious  to  hand  it  over  to  the  first  man  they 
meet  in  the  street.  Go  into  any  of  our 
trading  marts,  and  you  will  meet  many 
perscTO  who  have  *  good  things  "  to  (fispoae 
of.  Go  to  the  Stock  Exchange  amongst 
our  mining  community.  There  are  alwayi 
men  who  have  "  good  things  "  to  dispose  of. 
Go  to  our  stock  saleyards.  There  are  persons 
there  who  have  the  "cheapest  and  finest" 
stock  in  Australia,  to  s^ ;  but  if  joa  take 
the  stock  at  their  price  you  are  "left" 
every  time.  I  agree  with  the  man  who 
once  gave  a  piece  of  adTice  to  tbe  respected 
Judge  of  our  Tnsotvency  Comt  in  Victoria. 
ss  regards  accepting  these  *  good  things  " 
from  friends.  After  the  man's  case  had 
been  heard,  and  his  certificate  granted,  he 
said,  "  Take  this  from  me,  your  Hoooar.  If 
a  friend  comes  to  yoo  with  a  '  good  ^aag," 
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dvfa    him ;  knock 
the  positioa 
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him  down."  That 
the  Commonwealth 
Parliament  should  take  to-day  with 
respect  to  thi«  "good  thing."  The 
best  thing  the  Commoaweatth  Far- 
iiament  can  do  is,  to  say  most  onj^lically 
and  conclusively  to  Western  Australia,  If 
this  is  such  a  '  good  thtu '  takt  the  whate 
benefit  of  it  to  yoarselTCi?' 

Sir  John  Fossmst. — Hand  it  orer  to  a 
private  company. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.~No,  I  have  always 
been  opposed  to  tfw  oonstruction  of  railways 
bv  private  enterprise  in  Australia.  I  have 
always  been  an  advocate  for  the  State 
ownarship  railways.  If  thoe  is  warrant 
for  the  uunsliULtion  of  a  railway,  the  State 
cm  constrwl  it,  and  woilc  it  as  ecomni- 
cally,  and  as  much  in  the  interests  of  the 
people  conceroed,  as  any  private  company 
can. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — The  honorable  asember 
most  be  a  Socbdist.  He  daonld  come  over 
here. 

Mr.  KEKNEDY^Theie  is  not  a  man 
on  God's  euth  who  is  not  a  SodiUirt  to 
some  client.  X  have  no  dread  of  the  word 
"  Socialinn.**  I  have  no  fear  of  bdi^ 
called  a  "  Socialist."  There  are  various 
interpi^ations  of  the  word.  Where  is  the 
man  who  is  not  a  Socialist  to  some  extent, 
as  we  understand  Socialism  in  the  every-day 
sense  of  the  word?  He  is  not  to  be 
found. 

Mr.  Caxtkhtem. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Werriwa  says  he  is 
not  a  Socialist. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Bnt  the  honorable 
and  learned  menri^er  for  Werriwa  takes  ad- 
vantage of  our  postal  facilities,  and  other 
Government  agencies.  What  is  the  use  of 
trotting  ant  tlat  bogy?  If  there  is  to  be 
no  loK,  why  does  not  Westran  Australia 
oonstroct  the  line?  If  there  is  to  be  a 
loss,  what  proportion  of  it  is  Western  Aus- 
tralia prepared  to  pay?  The  late  Prime 
Minister  made  an  inquiry  on  this  sid)ject 
in  a  telegram  dated  May,  1904.  He 
telegraplwd  to  ^  Premier  of  Western 
Australia — 

SepiewBUtiaiu  mad'c  to  me,  feeline  of  mem- 
bers of  Federal  Failiaoieiit  towards  {wtqiosal 
favours  belief  that  oppfMition  woald  be  materi- 
ally lesKDcd  if  your  Government  indicated  wil- 
liD£B«n  ooatribute  itated  proportiwi  of  loss,  if 
wmj,  dnriag  tlK  fint  ten  years.  As  nutter  nodcT 
coBxideTatisa  oS  Cabinet,  early  reply  desired. 

That  was  a  line  of  uiquiry  for  which  Ihe 
late  Prime  Minister  is  entitled  to  great 
credit.    It  showed  a  desire  on  his  part  to 


deal  with  a  business  matter  in  a  business-like 
way.  But  what  do  we  find  on  tlie  part  of 
the  Premier  of  Western  Australia?  We 
find  the  same  astuteness  and  alipperiness 
displayed  again. 

Sir  Jomi  Foubst. — There  was  no  slip- 
perxnesB  afaont  him. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— That  may  be,  but 
the  astuteness  is  there.  He  was  fi^ed 
point  blank  to  state  what  proportion  of  tbe 
loss  his  State  was  prepared  to  bear — 10  pa 
cent.,  20  per  cent.,  or  one-half,  as  the  case 
might  be.  He  was  requested  to  mAs 
specific  proposals  as  to  what  proportion  of 
the  lou  his  State  would  hear  over  and 
above  the  ^  eafUa  share.  What  was  tus 
reply?  His  tek^ram  is  dated  i8th  May. 
Therefore  be  had  given  doe  oonsideration 
to  the  subject.  He  had  taken  tweh-e  da;*s 
to  reply.  . 

Sir  John  Fokkest.  —  He  might  have 
been  away. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— But  the  Premiers  of 
States  do  not  usually  go  away  from  tele- 
grai^c  communication. 

Mr.  H1GGJN8. — happen  to  know  that 
he  was  away  in  a  distant  part  of  ihe  coun- 
try at  tbe  time,  and  that  he  had  to  con- 
sult his  colleagues  and  others. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— It  is  evident  he  did 
not  reply  without  giving  due  consideratioa 
to  a  matter  of  such  unportance.  Wlat 
was  his  reply? 

On  oondition  that  CommonweaUli  is  allowed 
a  free  band  as  to  roote  and  gauge  of  railway, 
this  State  will  be  piepotred  for  ten  years  after 
line  coDstnicted,  to  bear  a  share  of  any  loss  in 
excess  of  our  contribtition  on  a  population  basis. 
It  would  be  premature  to  fii  .exact  proportion  i« 
are  prepared  to  pay  at  this  stage,  but  I  am  con- 
fident that  it  will  be  liberal,  and  satisfy  tbe 
Federal  Parliament  of  oui  sincerity  in  this  con- 
nexion,  and  OKI  belief  that  the  work  will  soon 
be  a  paying  one. 

He  was  asked  to  name  a  fixed  proportion 
in  clear  and  d^inite  terms.  He  evaded 
that  question,  and  answered  in  general  terms 
that  his  State  was  prepared  to  pay  a  share 
under  certain  o^iditicHis.  That  illustrates 
the  absurdity  of  relying  on  promises  of  this 
kind  unless  they  are  made  officially  as  be- 
tween recognised  go\'eming  authorities  or 
corporations.  What  would  have  been  the 
value  of  such  a  promise  made  at  that  time? 
The  then  Premier  of  Western  Australia  has 
gone  oat  of  office:  He  was  honest,  and  if 
he  had  remained  in  power  it  would  hare 
been  all  right  But,  as  is  proved  in  the  case 
of  South  Australia,  his  soccessor  jcould  act 

Digttized  by  LjOOg  IC 


457fi      Kalgoorlie  to  Port    [REPRESENTATIVES.]    Augusta  Railway. 


at  his  own  sweet  will  as  to^  how  far  he 
would  respect  the  promise  of  his  predeces- 
sor.   In  face  of  what  has  actually  occurred 

in  South  Australia  

Sir  John  Forrest. — Very  discreditable. 
.  Mr.  KENNEDY.— That  may  or  may 
not  be  so,  but  there  are  the  facts,  and  that 
is  what  we  have  to  deal  with.  Therefore, 
I  urge  that  this  Parliament  is  not  justi- 
fied in  spending  one  shilling  of  money, 
even  on  a  surve>'y  until  the  assent  of  the 
States  through  which  the  line  will  pass 
has  been  obtained.  Then  will  be  the  time 
to  talk  of  the  merits  and  demerits  of  the 
line,  and  the  basis  upon  which  tests  are 
made.  There  is  no  fixity  of  route  yet. 
Then  we  have  Mr.  O'Connor  basing  his 
estimates  on  m<ney  borrowed  at  3  per  cent. 
How  can  any  man  think  of  goine  into  the 
markets  of  the  world  to-day  and  borrowing 
money  at  3  per  cent,  on  even  gilt-edged 
securities  ? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  need  not  go  further  than  the  sur- 
vey. He  need  not  apply  Kyabram  prin- 
ciples on  that  point. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  not  justified  in  aonising  me  of  being 
a  Kyabramite.  Why  does  not  the  State 
which  is  going  to  get  the  whole  benefit  from 
the  line,  go  to  the  expense  of  the  sur- 
vey, and  then  come  with  a  clear  case  on 
reliable  authority,  and  ask  this  Parliament 
to  obtain  the  consent  of  South  Australia 
to  the  construction  of  the  line?  If  there 
is  to  be  any  development,  will  not  Western 
Australia  derive  the  benefit?  Who  eise  is 
asking  for  the  construction  of  this  line  to- 
day? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^That  does  not  prove 
that  the  benefit  will  be  all  one  way. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— The  right  honorable 
member  has  to  prove  that  those  who  are  not 
asking  for  the  construction  of  the  railway, 
and  will  have  to  find  the  greater  portion  of 
the  mcxiey,  or  accept  a  liability,  will  derive 
some  benefit.  What  an  absurdity  it  is  to 
talk  about  the  graziers  or  producers  of  Vic- 
toria or  New  South  Wales  sending  produce 
by  land  for  1,100  miles,  when  there  would 
be  sea  carriage  parallel  with  the  railway  ! 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  would  not  be 
parallel. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Surely  the  right 
honorable  member  does  not  think  that  he  is 
talking  to  an  assembly  of  Itmatics,  when  he 
submits  a  proposal  of  that  sort.  We  have 
s(xne  sane  men  in  our  midst. 


Sir  John  Forrest. — ^The  honorable  mem* 
ber  does  not  know  the  facts.  It  has  to  be 
broui^t  back  400  miles. 

Mr.  KENNEDY— That  is  because  of 

the  rabid  ccmservatism  of  the  people  of 
Perth  and  Fremantle.  Instead  of  allowing 
the  miners  on  the  gold-fields  to  get  direct 
communication  to  the  seaboard,  and  cheaper 
access  to  the  eastern  States,  they  compel 
th«n  to  go  to  Perth  and  Fremantleu  The 
right  honorable  member  talks  about  the 
advantages  which  the  eastern  States  would 
derive  from  the  consteuctioa  of  diis  rail- 
way. We  aoigltf  have  a  few  wealthy  per- 
sons, to  whom  occasionally  the  saving  of  a 
day  would  be  a  matter  of  consideration,  and 
who,  under  such  circumstances,  might  take 
advantage  of  a  railway  journey  of  three 
days  from  Adelaide,  or  four  days  froin 
Melbourne,  or  five  days  from  Sychiey. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  will  not  tike  lo 
long  as  that. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— It  spnls  a  day  now 
to  geft  from  Melbourne  to  Adelaide  or  Syd* 
ney,  and  the  engineer,  to  whom  the  rig^t 
honorable  member  has  referred,  gives  36 
hours  as  the  time  likely  to  be  occupied  in 
traveiiling  between  Port  Augusta  and  Kal- 
goorlie. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— That  is  a  very  slow 

rate. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— It  may  be  slow. 

Sir  John  Forrest.- The  distance  is 
only  1,100  miles,  and  the  train  could  travd 
at  the  rate  of  40  miles  an  hour. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— That  is  the  state- 
ment of  a  very  able  authority,  and  I  am 
prepared  to  accept  it  until  I  can  get  some- 
thing better.  The  right  hcmorable  member 
talks  about  the  great  advantages  which  the 
producers  in  the  eastern  States  would  derive 
from  a  railway  traversing  this  uninhatnted 
and  waterless  country,  getting  produce 
carried  more  cheaply  by  land  Uian  by  sea. 
But  why  do  not  the  legislators  of  Western 
Australia  do  their  duty  to  the  people  of  its 
great  mining  centres,  in  which  tfiere  arc,  I 
admit,  many  and  profitable  consumers  of 
our  produce,  and  give  them  direct  commu- 
nication to  the  seaboard? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Does  tb6  honwable 
member  think  he  knows  better  than  they 
do?  ' 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— That  is  the  (pinion 
I  have  expressed,  and  it  has  been  expressed 
here,  too,  by  an  honorable  member  repre- 
senting the  gold-fields. 

Mr.  Fowler. — ^Who  was  thrown  out  on 
that  very  account. 
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Mr.  KENNEDY.— Still,  it  is  quoted  in 
the  pamphlet  which  has  been  distributed, 
with  the  (xmpliments  of  the  Premia  of 
Western  Australia. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  do  not  think  that 
the  honorable  member  should  bring  in  local 
politics. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  am  not  bringing  in 
local  politics.  But  when  this  issue  is  raised, 
and  the  right  htmorable  member  has  quoted 
western  authorities,  surely  he  cannot  take  ex- 
ception to  me  when  I  meet  him  on  his  own 
ground. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber does  not  know  much  about  the  matter  ? 

Mr.  Fowler. — He  is  a  discredited  autho- 
rity. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— But  the  statement  has 
also  been  made  in  the  Parliament  of  Western 
Australia. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — In  Parliament  there 
are  always  partizans. 

Mr.  KENNEDY. — I  am  not  questioning 
that  view.  If  the  honorable  member  for 
Perth  says  that  this  gentleman  is  a  dis- 
credited authority,  I  am  prepared  to  accept 
his  assurance.  '  But,  would  it  not  be  to  the 
material  advantage  of  the  miners  in  Kal- 
goorlie  and  Coolgardie  if  they  had  direct 
communication  with  Esperance,  instead  of 
having  to  go  round  by  Perth  and  Fre- 
mantle  ? 

Mr.  Fowler. — They  do  not  wish  to  go  to 
Esperance. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Of  .course  they  do 
not,  because  it  might  affect  the  vested  inter- 
ests of  Perth  and  Fremantle. 

Sir  John  iForrest. — It  would  cost  nearly 
a  million  of  money  to  make  that  railway. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— We  have  the  same 
thing  in  Victoria,  and  I  venture  to  say  in 
every  other  State  of  the  Qxnmonwealth. 
On  the  eastern  and  western  ooasts  of  Vic- 
toria our  railways  ccxnpete  with  water 
carriage.  Expensive  railways,  constructed 
from  Melbourne  to  western  districts, 
are  starved,  so  to  speak,  and  their 
services  are  starved  because  they  are 
brought  into  competition  with  water 
Yardage.  Will  any  one  who  is  acquainted 
with  the  cost  of  produce,  perishable  or 
otherwise,  argue  for  a  mcnnent  that  it  can 
be  carried  as  cheaply  by  railway  as  by 
water?  That  should,  I  think,  settle  fw 
all  time  the  questi<xi  of  the  great  advantage 
which  the  producers  in  the  eastern  States 
would  derive  from  the  oonstructim  of  a 
railway  to  Kalgoorlie. 


Mr.  Fowler. — Their  produce  would  not 
be  carried  by  water  altogether.  There 
would  be  first  a  railway  journey,  next  a 
water  journey,  and  then  another  railway 
journey. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.  -Not  necessarily.  But 
take  Melbourne  as  a  centre. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  gold-fields  are 
400  miles  closer  than  Fremantle.  The  pro- 
duce has  now  to  go  to  Fremantle,  and  come 
back  to  the  gold-fields. 
■  Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  am  aware  of  those 
facts.  But  take  Melbourne  as  a  shipping 
port,  and  say  there  is  a  line  fnxn  the  gold- 
fields  of  Western  Australia  to  the  nearest 
seaport,  which  is  unquestionably  on  its 
south  coast,  and  a  line  from  Port  Augusta 
to  Kalgoorlie  

Sir  John  Forrest. — A  line  fron  Esper- 
ance would  cost  ;^i,oGO,ooo  to  construct. 
The  honorable  member  wants  us  to  spend 
that,  I  suppose? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— ;^L,ooo,ooo  is  not  so 
much  as  ^^5,000,000. 

Mr  Fowler. — That  line  would  have  been 
constructed  long  ago  if  circumstances  had 
justified  its  construction. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  am  now  dealing 
with  the  alternative  proposal  of  spending 
£\  ,000,000  on  c»ie  line,  as  against  spending 
;^5,ooo,ooo  on  the  other  line. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — No,  ;£4,ooo,ooo,  if 
the  honorable  member  pleases. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  shall  take  that  sum 
for  the  present  time,  and  deal  later  on  with 
the  estimates,  and  see  how  they  have  been 
arrived  at.  Will  any  sane  man  argue  for 
a  mcHnent,  that,  under  the  conditions  I  have 
stated,  it  would  be  possible  to  send  produce 
from  Melbourne  as  cheaply  by  railway  to 
Kalgoorlie  as  by  ship  to  Esperance,  and 
thence  by  railway  to  Kalgoorlie  ? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — There  is  no  railway 
from  Esperance.  though. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  know  that  there  is 
not ;  but  I  have  submitted  a  proposition. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  would  cost 
;^i,ooo,ooo  by  the  time  the  harbor  was 
made. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— The  cost  of  this 
Transcontinental  Railway  is  given  by  this 
authority  at  ^^4,400,000.  But  that  estimate 
includes  no  provision  for  contingencies. 
.  Sir  Jorai  Forrest. — Very  much  more 
than  is  necessary  for  water,  though. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— The  estimate  includes 
no  provision  for  interest  during  the  period 
of  construction. 

DigttJzed  by  Google 


457&      K^georUe  to  Fm     [REPRESENTATIVES.]    Augustm  Rtalamj. 


Sir  John  Forkest. — Yes;  I  think  tiiere 
is  some  interest  included. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  shall  be  delighted 
to  have  it  pointed  out  to  me  from  his  report. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  think  he  does 
mention  interest. 

Mr.  KENNEDY. — He  does  mention  in- 
terest, and  he  states  what  the  3  per  cent, 
ixtterest  will  amoimt  to,  provided  that  the 
line  be  made  within  a  certain  period. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — But  the  honorable 
mender  said  that  there  was  no  interest  in-- 
eluded? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— No  interest  is  in- 
cluded in  this  sum  of  ;£4,40o,ooo.  But, 
taking  the  sum  total,  his  estimates  amount 
to  practically  ^£5,000,000,  and  are  based  on 
the  asstmiption  that  the  money  would  be  ob- 
tained at  5  per  cent.  No  one  will  ren- 
ture  to  say,  for  a.  moment,  that  it  could  be 
obtained  at  that  rate  to-day,  even  with  gilt- 
edged  securities.  Then,  with  regard  to  hu 
estimates  of  revenue,  what  does  he  say? 
He  states  the  number  of  passuigers  tra- 
velling per  week,  and  he  calmly  assumes 
that  if  the  railway  were  constructed,  every 
one  of  them  would  travel  by  railway  instead 
of  by  boat. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Not  all  of  them. 

ilr.  KENNEDY.— Yes  J  he  says— 

The  average  oamber  of  passengers  each  way 

ger  week,  between  Fremantle  asd  the  emtfern 
tates,  for  the  last  three  years,  baa  bM&  about 
400,  and  it  has  beea  fairly  uniform  for  each  of 
the  three  years.  Coontinf  both  jonn^ys,  this 
means  800  passenprs  per  weelc,  viz-,  over  40,000 
a  year,  the  majority  of  whom  reside  upon,  or 
are  connect'ed  with  the  gold-fields,  and  would 
consequently  probably  go  by  overland  railway 
in  order  ta  save  time  and  to  keep  in  tmwh  wito 
their  business,  unless  it  invohred  considerable 
extra  expense. 

Mr.  0'C(»inOT  then  deals  with  the  question 
of  stock  tra£Bc.  I  wish  to  again  illustrate 
the  position  in  that  regard.  In  Victoria, 
when  stock  conditions  are  very  favorable  in 
Queoisland,  we  have  one  of  the  largest  fat 
stock  markets  to  be  found  in  Australia.  At 
seasons  of  the  year  a  pn^x^ticHi  oi  the  fat 
stock  coming  into  our  market  come  from  the 
north  of  New  South  Wales,  the  south-west 
of  Queensland,  and  even  from  the  Northern 
Territory  of  South  Australia.  Would  any 
stock-owner  attempt  to  send  any  stock  by 
train  for  more  than  200  miles  to  our  fat 
stock  market?  Only  an  absolute  necessity 
such  as  the  saving  of  stock  from  star\'a- 
tion  will  impel  a  stock-owr»er  to  allow 
slock  to  be  more  than  twenty-four  hours 
in  a  train.  And  do  man  will  leave  fat 
stock  in  a  railway  truck  for  that  length  of 


time.  What  an  absurdity  it  is,  then,  to 
talk  about  semting  fat   stock  into  Kal- 

goorlie  ! 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — They  send  f^  stodc 
long  distances  bv  train  in  New  Sooth 
Wales. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Thev  do  under  cer- 
tain conditions,  but  where  stock  hive  been 
more  than  twenty-four  hours  in  a  trudc,  I 
venture  to  say  that  the  owner  has  knywn 
beforehand  that  he  could  paddock  them  to 
freshen  them  up. 

Mr.  Fowler. — Do  not  stock  carried  on  a 
boat  fare  worse? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.  —  When  stock  fare 
worse  on  a  boat  than  they  do  in  a  railway 
truck  they  go  overboard. 

Mr.  Fowler. — Does  not  that  count? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Of  course  it  does. 
It  accounts  for  the  stock  not  being 
trucked  on  the  railways.  It  is  be- 
yond my  (X)mprehension  how  my  sane 
man  can  talk  about  getting  a  revenue 
frcHn  the  carriage  of  live  stock  by  rail- 
way from  Fort  Augusta  to  Kalgoorlie. 
With  regard  to  peridiable  produce,  the  por- 
tion is  practically  the  same.-  TI»  only  re- 
venue that  would  be  obtainable  from  traffic 
over  the  railway  would  be  from  the  car- 
riage of  passengers  and  mails. 

Mr.  Fowler. — ^The  bcxKHable  member  is 
too  pessimistic 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— How  ia  the  rail- 
way from  Melbourne  to  Sydney  —  a 
line  only  600  miles  in  length,  which 
is  not  more  than  half  the  distance 
from  Port  Augusta  to  Kalgoorlie,  leaving 
out  of  account  the  distance  from  Adelaide 
to  Port  Augusta — to  be  regarded  as  a  com- 
mercial undertakiitg  ?  It  most  be  remem- 
bered that  in  Melbourne  and  Sydney  we 
have  two  cities  with  a  pt^nlation  of  about 
500,000  each,  while  the  iitfervonng  Gomttry 
is  closely  settled  throughout,  and  devoted 
to  farnung  and  pastocd  ponuits.  Yet 
nctwithstandii^  Aoe  enonnoas  tenmnai 
popolationa,  whidi  should  insure  a  large  rc- 
venue  from  the  carriage  of  passengers  and 
mails,  and  the  enormous  traffic  to  be  pided 
up  at  intermediate  statnxu,  due  to  the  agri- 
cultural and  pastoral  pursuits  followed  in 
the  intnvening  country,  that  line  to-<lay. 
after  having  been  open  for  traffic  orer 
twenty  years,  barely  pays  interest  on  the 
cost  of  its  constructioa  ?  That  being  so, 
I  ask  what  hqpe  is  there  that  a  line  con- 
necting a  town  like  Adelaide  with  the 
mining  coitres  of  Western  Australia,  will 
'pay? 
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Mr.  Fowler. — Western  Australia  is  the 
best  market  in  the  world  for  farm  produce. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— The  whole  popula- 
tion of  the  State  is  only  about  250,000. 

Mr.  Fowler. — There  will  be  millions  of 
people  there  in  a  few  years. 

Mr.  JLiDUELL. — It  will  be  the  most  pros- 
peiuis  State  of  them  all. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Undoubtedly;  and 
when  it  has  a  population  of  millions  the 
construction  of  the  proposed  railway  may 
be  justified.  But  why  should  we  spend 
money  now  to  make  a  line  across  600  miles 
of  what,  according  to  Mr.  O'Connor,  is  un- 
inhabited, uncultivated,  and  waterless  coun- 
try? I  understand  that  cn  the  southern 
coast  of  Western  Australia  there  is  a  fair 
shelter  for  steamers  of  moderate  draught; 
but  how  is  it  that  there  is  not  even  pas- 
toral settlement  there? 

Mr.  VftLSOK. — ^Because  there  is  neither 
water  nor  feed  for  stock. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Men  have  gone  from 
the  settled  districts  of  Victoria  to  the  Ord 
River,  and  the  Cambridge  Gulf  country; 
but  surely  they  woold  have  taken  up  the 
coantry  on  the  south  coast,  which  is  so 
fimch  neaxer,  if  it  were  of  any  value.  The 
rquesentatives  of  Western  Australia  ^wak 
o£  the  great  advantages  which  tiie  eastern 
St^es  will  derive  from  the  construction  of 
the  proposed  Transomtinenta]  Bailway ;  but 
if  the  a>untry  through  which  it  would  pass 
is  so  good,  why  has  not  its  proximity  to  the 
sea  coast  brought  about  its  development? 
The  reasons  are  that  the  limestone  crops 
out  on  the  surface ;  that,  according  to  the 
information  available,  the  rainfall  is  only 
about  five  inches  per  ammm ;  and  that  the 
coantry  will  not  Inep  a  raUnt  No  matter 
bow  many  railways  were  coostmcted  there, 
that  country  would  never  support  settle- 
ment, unless  Nature  be(»me  toon  bonati- 
ful. 

Mr.  Caspenter. — Millions  of  acres  along 
the  route  of  the  proposed  line  have  been 
applied  for,  but  the  land  is  being  with- 
held for  settlement  until  the  constructirai 
of  the  proposed  line  is  audiorized. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  see  there  the  hand 
of  the  gamUer  and  the  land  shark  again. 

Mr.  Carfentek. — The  applications  I 
tpak  of  have  been  made  by  pasfeoraHsts. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Pastoralists  are  as 
human,  and  just  as  likely  to  gamble  in 
land,  as  are  other  people.  Why  was  not  this 
land  taken  up  twenty  years  ago,  if  it  is 
good  land  ?  Why  was  it  not  taken  up  as 
rapidly  as  the  oountry  in  the  more  remote 
noith-westeni  parts  of  Western  Anstialia, 


or  as  rapidly  as  the  dry  country  in  western 
New  South  Wales  and  Queensland  ?  That 
country  is  practically  waterless  for  great 
portions  of  the  year ;  but  it  gives  good  pas- 
ture for  stock,  and  the  pattxxalists  who  took 
it  up,  have  been  able  to  make  provision  ^ 
the  conser^-atioD  of  water  in  it.  But,  al- 
though bores  have  been  put  down  to  a  depth 
of  500  feet  along  the  route  of  the  proposed 
line,  no  water  has  been  obtained. 

Air.  Fowler. — Yes ;  the  operatims  have 
been  very  successful. 

Mr.  David  Thokson. — ^Tbe  water  is 
salt. 

Mr,  KENNEDY.— It  certainly  would 
not  pay  to  condense  salt  water  for  stock. 
The  country  I  speak  of  has  not  been  settled, 
because  it  is  unfit  for  settlement,  and  has 
no  possibilities  of  development.  I  hope 
that  before  the  discussion  closes,  other  rea- 
sons beyond  those  given  by  the  Government 
for  the  introduction  of  the  Bill,  will  be  ad- 
vanced in  support  of  this  proposal  to  spend 
;^2o,ooo  without  the  consent  of  the  States, 
whidi  is  required  by  the  Ccxistitution,  oa 
an  undertaking  of  this  kind.  If  the  con- 
stmction  of  a  transrantinental  line  would 
be  such  a  good  thing  for  Western  Austra- 
lia as  those  who  represent  that  State  allege 
that  it  would  be,,  surely  so  prosperous  and 
wealthy  a  community  could  afford  to  spend 
;^2o,ooo  in  surveying  the  route. 

Mr.  Fowler. — The  people  of  Western 
Australia  have  treated  the  people  of  the 
eastern  States  very  well. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— If  they  could  have 
obtained  better  conditions  in  olfiier  markets, 
the  people  of  Western  Australia  would  not 
have  hesitated  to  obtain  their  supplies  else- 
where. 

Mr.  FowLEB. — No.  We  are  patiiotia 
Mr.  KENNEDY.— Western  Australia 
has  been  peopled  by  Victorians  and  New 
South  Welshznen ;  but  those  who  have  gme 
there  are  only  human,  and  if  they  could 
have  got  better  treatment  elsewhere,  they 
would  not  'have  dealt  with  the  traders  and 
produce  merchants  of  the  eastern  States. 
I  should  not  have  attempted  to  tra\'eTBe  the 
possibilities  of  the  line,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  insistence  of  the  right  honor^Ie  mem- 
ber for  Swan  upon  his  view  of  the  posi- 
tion ;  I  should  have  been  content  to  rest  my 
case  on  the  undesirableness  of  the  precedent 
w4iich  it  is  sought  to  establish'. 

Mr.  Fowler. — It  may  be  awkward  for 
the  h(Hiorable  member  when  we  come  to 
deal  with  proposals  for  Commonwealth 
irrigation  works. 
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Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  shall  be  prepared 
to  deal  with  ali  such  questi<xis  as  they  arise. 
I  was  twitted  by  some  honorable  members 
opposite  as  to  my  position  in  connexion  with 
this  proposal,  but  I  told  them  at  the  time 
that  I  should  be  able  to  explain  my  posi- 
tion, if  I  were  given  an  opportunity  to  do  sa 
As  I  have  some  further  remarks  to  make, 
and  the  hour  is  late,  I  ask  the  Minister  of 
Home  Affairs  to  allow  the  debate  to  be 
adjourned. 

Progress  reported. 

House  adjourned  at  icaS  p.m. 


Senate. 

Wednesday^  14  SefUmbert  igo4. 

The  President  took  the  chair  at  2.30 
p.tn.,  and  read  prayers. 

PETITION. 

Senator  DOBSON  presented  a  petition 
from  the  President  of  the  Central  Council 
of  Employers  of  Australia,  praying  the 
Senate  not  to  support  certain  amenibnents 
in  the  Trade  Marks  Bill. 

Petition  received  and  read. 

PAPERS. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON  laid  upon 
the  table  the  following  paper :  — 

Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  the  affray 
at  Goaribari  Island,  British  New  Guinea. 

The  Clesk  laid  upon  the  table  the  fol- 
lowing paper: — 

Return  to  the  order  of  the  Senate  of  7th 
September,  1904,  as  to  the  remarln  of  Majoi- 
General  Hutton  in  regard  to  the  Northern  Terri- 
tory. 

CASE  OF  MAJOR  CARROLL. 
Senator  HIGGS  (Queensland).— I  bejg  to 
present  the  report  of  the  Select  Committee 
on  the  case  of  Major  Carroll,  but  as  it 
comprises  seventeen  or  eighteen  pages,  I 
do  not  ask  that  it  be  read.   I  move — 

That  the  report,  together  with  minutes  of  evi- 
dence, appendices,  and  documents,  be  printed. 

Question  resolved. in  the  affirmative. 

CONCILIATION  AND  ARBITRATION 
BILL. 

Bill  received  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  (cm  motion  by  Senator  Sir 
JosiAH  Syxon)  read  a  first  time. 


SELECT  COMMITTEES. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales). — I  beg  to  give  notice  that  to-mor- 
row I  shall  move — 

I.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Senate,  it  is  the 
inherent  right  of  any  person,  being  a  party  to 
any  matter  remitted  by  this  S«ute  to  *  Select 
Committee,  to  call  witnesses  in  support  of  bis 
contention,  and  to  cross-examine  witneues  who 
have  given  evidence  against  the  case  submitted 
by  him. 

a.  That  the  refusal  of  any  Select  Committee 
appointed  by  this  Senate  to  permit  the  calling 
or  cross-examining  of  witnesses  by  or  on  behalf 
of  any  person,  Iwing  a  party  to  a  case  before 
such  Committee,  is  a  denial  of  justice,  and  a 
refusal  of  the  rights  universally  aa»rded  by 
Courts  of  Law  and  Parliamentary  Committees. 

3.  That  the  interests  of  truth  and  justice  de- 
mand that  all  evidence  taken  by  Committees  of 
this  Senate  shall  be  taken  upon  oath  affinna- 
tion. 

Senator  Higgs. — I  desire  to  know,  sir, 
whether  you  can  accept  a  notice  of  motion 
of  that  kind? 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  do  not  aee  why 
I  should  not 

Senator  Higgs. — It  seems  to  me  that  the 
honorable  senator  is  endeavouring  to  take 
out  of  the  hands  of  a  certain  Select  Com- 
mittee the  conduct  of  its  proceedings.  The 
Senate  knows  nothing  of  those  proceedings. 

The  FRESIDENT.— The  btmoxable 
senator  ought  not  to  make  a  speech. 

Senator  Higgs. — It  seems  to  me  that  in 
this  notice  of  motion  the  honorable  senator 
is  reflecting  upon  die  proceedings  of  the 
Select  Committee. 

The  PRESIDENT.— The  Senate  has  a 
perfect  right  to  reflect  upon  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  Select  Committee,  at  all  events 
after  it  has  reported,  and  to  aa:ept  or  ig- 
nore the  report  of  a  Select  Committee.  A 
Select  Committee  has  ■  only  a  delegated 
power,  and  I  do  not  think  that  the  notice 
of  motion  is  out  of  (»rder.  It  is  general  in 
its  terms. 

Senator  Higgs. — I  submit,  sir,  that  the 
honorable  senator,  in  gjiving  notice  of  a 
motion  of  that  kind,  has  taken  upon  himself 
a  duty  which  no  honorable  senator  has  a 
right  to  assume.  The  Senate  Imows  nothing 
of  the  proceedings  of  this  Select  Coounittee. 
It  has  not  yet  made  a  report,  but  Senator 
Neild  has  undertaken  to  make  certain  ob- 
servations amceming  its  proceeding 

The  PRESIDENT.— That  is  a  diffeient 
point  fnnn  the  me  which  was  cmginally 
raised. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  Nsild. — On  the  point 
of  order,  sir,  I  desire  to  state  that  the  notice 
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of  motion  Ts  couched  in  the  most  general 
tenns,  and  containg  no  reference  to  any  par- 
ticular Select  OHnmittee. 

The  PRESIDENT— I  think  that  the 
notice  of  motion  is  in  order.  At  all  events, 
at  this  stage  I  cannot  interfere  to  prevent 
it  being  given ;  but  when  it  is  called  on 
Senator  Higgs  can  raise  any  point  of  order 
which  be  wishes  to  submit. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — May  I  be 
permitted,  sir,  to  point  out  that  this  is  en- 
tirely an  abstract  motion.  I  merely  make 
this  remark  so  that  Senator  Higgs  need  not 
take  alarm  at  a  notice  of  motion  which,  of 
course,  very  greatly  concerns  questions  of 
parliamentary  procedure. 

Senator  Higgs. — Every  one  knows  what 
is  intended. 

IMMIGRATION  RESTRICTION  ACT. 

Senator  PEARCE  asked  the  Attorney- 
General,  upon  notice — 

Is  it  a  fact  that  the  officer  administering  the 
Iinmi|^ation  Restriction  Act  recently  discovered 
nine  Chinese  stowed  away  in  one  01  the  regular 
trading  steamers  running  between  Fremantle  and 
Singapore;  if  so,  do  the  Government  intend  to 
take  precautions  to  prevent  the  Act  being  evaded 
in  the  manner  attempted  ? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— It  is 
a  fact,  and  tlie  Government  have  taken,  and 
are  talcing,  every  available  precaution  to 
prevent  evasion  of  the  law. 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 
Debate   resumed   from   9th  September 
{vide  page  4401)  on  motion  by  Senator 
Sir  Josiah  Symon — 

That  the  despatch  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  with  regard  to  the  adoption  of 
the  metric  system  of  weights  and  measures 
withib  the  Empire,  be  printed. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania).— I 
thing  that  you,  sir,  will  agree  with  me  that 
in  a  debate  of  this  character  any  criticism, 
however  strong  it  may  be,  directed  to- 
wards political  acts  or  attitudes,  is  both 
reasonable  and  appropriate.  I  think  also 
that  you,  and  an  overwhelming  majority  of 
the  Senate,  will  agree  with  me  in  condemn- 
ing any  sort  of  abuse  that  is  wholly  per- 
scxial  in  its  intent,  and  in  expressing  dis- 
gust at  any  exhibition  of  such  execrably  bad 
taste,  such  as  we  have  heard  during  the 
debate,  not  only  in  set  speech,  but  by  way 
of  interjection.  And  when  such  abuse 
and  such  an  exhibiticm  comes  from  the 
honorable  senator  who,  in  a  very  egotistical 
way,  drew  attenticm  to  the  diities  and  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  Vice-President  of  the 


Executive. Council,  I  venture  to  think  that 
our  feelings  are  necessarily  all  the  more  in- 
tense.  The  personal  references  whidi  were 
made  by  Senator  McGregor  to  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council,  and  m 
a  lesser  degree  to  the  Attorney- General, 
ought  very  properly  to  have  excited  a  con- 
siderable disgust  in  the  minds  of  every 
honorable  senator  who  heard  them. 

Senator  McGrkgor. — Cannot  the  honor- 
able and  learned  senator  allow  them  to  de- 
fend themselves  ? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— They  are  better 
able  to  defend  themselves  than  I  am  to  de- 
fend theoL 

Senator  McGregor. — Then  the  honorable 
and  learned  senator  should  not  take  on  the 
job. 

Senator  CLEMONS. — I  am  not  making 
these  remarks  in  order  to  defend  either  of 
the  Ministers,  but  because  I  feel  that  the 
honorable  senator  has  done  a  lot  to  drag 
into  the  mud  our  ordinary  procedure.  Could 
anything  have  been  more  feeble  and  more 
contemptible  than  his  personal  references  to 
the  Ministers?  Has  the  Senate  ever  heard 
an  interjection  so  disgusting,  so  absolutely 
rerolting,  as  the  (xie  which  was  made  by 
Senator  McGregor  while  an  honorable  sena- 
tor on  this  side  was  speaking — an  interjec- 
tion which  was  heard  on  all  sides  of  the 
Chamber,  but  which  very  fortunately  for 
the  good  credit  of  the  Senate  does  not  ap- 
pear in  Hansard.  I  do  not  wish  to  dwell 
long  on  Senator  McGregor.  But  there  is 
another  question  affecting  him  that  I  shall 
briefly  draw  attention  to.  He  denied  ex- 
plicitly in  his  recent  speech  that  he  ever  an- 
nounced that  he  was  up  for  sale.  I  admit 
that  subsequently  he  tried  to  explain  the 
remark  away  by  saying  that  it  was  made 
purely  as  a  joke.  Of  course  it  is  a  very 
easy  exit  for  a  public  man  when  he  is  chal- 
lenged with  having  made  a  remark  which 
contains  absolute  evidence  of  disgrace,  to 
say  that  he  made  it  jokingly.  Such  an  exit 
is  perfectly  easy.  But  it  is  not  one  which 
a  man  will  use  if  he  wishes  either  to  retain 
his  own  self  respect  or  to  gain  the  respect 
of  others.  I,  as  one  who  heard  that  re- 
mark, say  unhesitatingly  that  the  day  the 
honorable  senator  spoke  recently  was  the 
6rst  time  I  ever  heard  that  it  was  made  in  a 
joke.  The  context,  which  any  honorable 
senator  can  read  on  page  131  of  Hansard, 
contains  nothing,  either  before  or  after  the 
words  he  used,  which  could  make  an  ordi- 
nary man  uncterstand  that  they  were  used 
in  joke. 


Digitjzed  by 


4582  MimsUrud  [SENATE.]  SMememL 


Senator  Dawson. — Does  the  honorid^le 
and  learned  senator  say  that  seriously  ? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  da  The  remark 
can  be  read  by  aiy  one  on  page  131  of  Han- 
sardy  and  if'  time  permitted  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  read  the  whole  of  what  Senator 
McGregor  might  call  the  context  of  the  re- 
mark. So  far  from  regarding  the  remark 
as  a  piece  of  jocularity,  Senator  McGregor 
has,  in  his  si^equent  political  career,  given 
e\'idenoe  more  than  once  that  it  was  not 
made  by  way  of  a  joke,  but  in  earnest.  I 
have  finished  with  the  honorable  senator, 
and  if  either  he  or  any  of  his  friends 
choose  to  indorse  the  remark,  or  to  justify 
it,  an  oppc^unity  will  be  afforded  presently, 
I  have  ix>  doubt. 

Senator  Higgs. — But  the  honorable  and 
learned  senator  does  not  interpret  that  re- 
mark to  mean  that  the  Labour  Party  was 
up  for  sale  for  money  ? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  am  not  talking 
of  mmey.  Is  there  nothing  else  but  money 
to  Grander? 

Senator  Higgs. — Does  not  tlie  honorable 
and  }eamed  senator  und»8tand  the  remark 
to  mean  that  the  Labour  Party  was  up  for 
sale  for  legislation? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— If  the  honorable 
senator  is  desircHU  of  explaining  the  remark 
L  shall  be  extremely  glad  if  he  will  do  so  be- 
fore the  debate  is  concluded.  I  take  this  op- 
portunity, however,  to  prevent  him  dialleng- 
ing  me  unfairly.  I  have  dragged  in  no  ques- 
tion money,  but  I  zegeat  that  if  we 
follow  the  subsequent  career  of  Senator 
McGregor  we  have  every  reason  for  believ- 
ing that  the  remark  was  made,  not  in  joke, 
but  in  earnest.  I  hope  that  what  I  have 
said  is  clear  to  Senator  Higgs,  and  if  he  is 
going  to  defend  Senator  McGregor,  I  invite 
him  to  do  so  during  the  coarse  of  this  de- 
bate. 

Senator  Higgs.— Yes ;  but  is  the  honor- 
able and  learned  senatw  going  to  show  what 
Senator  McGregw.  did  say  ? 

Senator  CLEMONS. — I  am  not  going  to 
deal  with  the  subject  any  more.  I  have 
wasted  too  much  time  on  it  One  of  the 
chief  objections  which  have  been  raised  by 
many  honorable  senators  on  the  other  side 
against  the  combination  they  look  at  on  this 
side  is  based,  I  belie\-e,  on  that  well-known 
phrase,  "  fiscal  truce."  In  the  first  speech 
I  erer  made  here — befwe  the  Tariff  was 
introduced — I  stated  most  distinctiv  that, 
while  I,  as  a  free-trader,  was  afraid  that, 
in  the  hands  of  a  protectionist  Govemnient, 
we  should  find  that  it  would  be  a.  protec- 


tionist Tariff,  yet  I  dedared,  even  at  that 
early  stage,  tl^  I  should  be  no  party  to 
re-opening  the  discittsioD  for  many  years  to 
come,  no  matter  in  what  ftxm  the  Tariff 
might  emerge  from  the  Parliament.  My 
conscience  is  pnfectly  clear  on  tbe  question 
of  a  fiscal  truce.  1  am  still  against  re-open- 
ing the  discussion  on  the  Tariff. 

Senator  Gzvens. — No  matter  bow  bad  it 
may  be? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  admit  that  it  is 
bad,  and  I  do  not  ^ink  that  any  one  fac^ds 
that  (pinion  more  strongly  than  I  do.  I 
shall  state  the  reastn  idhy  I  object  to  le- 
c^>ening  the  discnssion.  Let  us  adnut,  for 
the  sake  of  argument,  that  we,  on  tiftia  side 
of  the  ChambCT,  are  ill  bom  dullards.  But 
will  not  my  honorable  friends  opposite  re- 
cognise that  dull  as  we  may  be,  our  source 
of  instructicui  is  a  very  good  one?  We  bate 
excellent  teachers  on  the  other  side,  and  is 
it  wonderful  that  we  have  learnt  their  les- 
son ?  Having  such  instructors,  is  it  a 
source  of  astonishment  even  to  hofwable 
senators  opposite,  that  we  have  decided  to 
adopt  their  own  methods?  What  has  been 
the  pomtion  during  tbe  history  of  the  Fede- 
ral Parliament?'  We  have  been  foroed  to 
recognise  this — that  my  honorable  friends 
opposite,  with  all  their  profound  investiga- 
tion of  questions  of  economy,  have  decided 
in  their  wholly  indifferent  way  that  the 
Tariff  is  a  mere  detail  to  them. 

Senator  de  Lak^e. — Did  tbe  honorable 
senator  tell  the  electns  of  Tasmania,  vben 
he  was  before  thera,  Uutt  be  would  take  up 

that  attitude? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— At  the  time  when 
I  sought  election,  I  undoubtedlv  stood  as  a 
free-trader.  Previous  to  the  last  election, 
when  the  Tariff  debates  were  all  oi-er.  I 
said  at  every  place  where  I  spoke  that  it 
was  my  intention  to  go  for  what  we  called 
fiscal  peace,  and  that,  so  far  as  I  was  con- 
cerned, the  Tariff  discussicms  were  at  an 
end;  I  do  not  pretend  that  I  do  not  re 
gret  the  Tariff  that  was  passed,  but  while 
it  must  not  be  imagined  that  I  deviate  a 
hair's  breadth  from  my  opinions  or  free- 
trade,  I  do  not  intend  to  depart  from  the 
view  which  I  expressed  previous  to  the  last 
general  election,  that,  so  far  as  I  was 
concerned,  the  Tariff  was  out  of  the  way.  I 
said  just  now  that  dull  as  we  may  be,  we 
are  capable  of  learning  from  our  opponoits 
when  we  have  in  them  sodi  ooellent  teach- 
ers. Every  one  has  seen  in  the  ipK- 
sent  Parliament  that  the  Labour  Party, 
being   able   to  set   aside   the  questiao 
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of  ifee-trade  and  protection  as  oik  o£ 
Gompozasive  iiidiffermce,  has  gained 
great  stiengtb  ^reby.  We  pmgfix  to 
leaxn  a  lesson  from  their  book.  If  they  ob- 
ject, they  mBit  ctvject  to  their  own  teaching 
first  before  they  c4>ject  to  the  lesson  which 
we  fcave  learnt. 

Senator  KIcGiiEGCHt. — When  the  lionor- 
able  and  learned  senator  loses  free-trade, 
where  is  his  policy  ? 

Senator  CLE5I0NS.— We  have  other 
matters  to  consider  besides  protection  and 
free-trade,  and  we  do  not  intend  to  alloir 
a  division  of  opinicsi  in  our  own 
ranks  to  throw  greater  str^gth  into 
tJie  hands  of  the  party  opposite.  That 
is  the  view  of  honorable  senators  on 
this  side.  While  I  am  discussing  fiscal 
peace,  it  may  not  be  inappropriate  to  make 
some  remarks  about  the  new  alliance,  about 
which  we  hear  and  read  so  mtich.  If  any 
one  party  is  going  to  get  an  advantage 
from  that  alliance,  it  mtnt  be  from  a  fiscal 
snrrender  on  the  part  of  a  section.  The 
|Hopontif»i  is  that  certain  disafTected 
protectionists  shall  join  in  allianoe  with  the 
Labour  Party.  I  am  not  g<Hng  to  credit 
an  astute  man  like  Mr.  Isaacs  with  a  desire 
for  self-annihilation,  nor  do  I  imagine  that 
he  is  anxioBs  to  be  absmrbed  wholly  ii^ 
even  soch  excellent  ranks  as  I  see  opponte; 
That  bco^  so,  the  position  is  not  the  ac- 
ceptance <k  fiscal  peace  on  the  part  of  mem- 
ben  of  the  Labour  Faity,  but  an  afaaolme 
fiscal  nmcnder  on  the  put  of  men  like 
Senators  Feiroe  and  Dawnn. 

Senator  Dawsok. — Why? 

Senator  Peabcx. — T  tie  re  is  no  surrendes 
of  principle  on  njy  part. 

Senator  CLEMONS. — I  have  not  said 
that.  I  have  not  snch  a  mean  opinion  of 
Senator  Peanx  as  to  thirft  that  he  is  goang 
to  snrrender  his  free-trade  principles.  But 
I  pM  the  point  before  him  as  a  possible 
proposititn,  not  as  an  insult. 

Senator  Dawson. — ^The  homvaUe  sena- 
tor has  used  my  name  in  connexion  with  a 
fiscal  surrender.    I  ask  whv? 

Senator  CLEMONS.  — The  honorable 
senator's  previous  record  during  the  Tariff 
discussions  justified  me  in  the  assumption 
that  he  was  a  free-trader. 

Senator  Dawson. — The  honorable  and 
learned  senator  has  no  justification  for  say- 
ing so. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Then  I  withdraw 
the  remark  with  the  greatest  pleasure;  and 
it  shows  how  easily  Senator  Dawsrni  can 
deceive  us,  because  so  far  as  his  votes  were 


coocemed — so  far  as  they  could  be  taken 
as  an  indication  of  his  views — I  si^mit  that 
on  analysis  they  would  make  it  clear  to  an 
<wdinary  man  that  he  was  rather  a  free- 
trader than  a  protectionist 

I  Senat<»:  Dawscxt. — I  said  over  and  over 
again  that  I  did  not  believe  in  any  of  your 
^ibbdeths. 

Senator  CLEMONS. — I  know  that  some 
of  the  honorable  senator's  party  rejoice  in 
the  name  of  "  fiscal  atheists."  I  am  sony, 
however,  diat  Senator  Dawson  should  take 
sndi  a  very  poor  view  of  questicms  of  pcdi- 
tical  econony  as  to  set  up  the  abs^ute 
negation  of  a  fiscal  atheism.  But  let  me  go 
back  to  the  proposed  alliance.  To  my  mind 
it  involves  on  the  part  of  the  free-trade 
members  of  the  party  opposite,  not  merely 
an  advocacy  of  a  fiscal  truce,  but  a  positive 
change  from  free-trade  to  protection. 

Senatw  Gitens. — How  does  the  hmor- 
able  and  learned  senator  make  that  out  ? 

Senator  CLEMONS.  —  Surely  Senator 
Givens  has  fc^lowed  my  argument.  I  have 
pointed  out  that  if  such  an  astute  man  as 
Mr.  Isaacs — and  though  Swator  Givau  is 
a  new  member  of  this  Parliam^t,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  he  knows  that  Mr.  Isaacs  is  gene- 
rally spoken  of  a&  an  astute  man — is  gcung 
to  adlow  himself  to  be  absorbed  in  the  party 
of  whidi  Senator  Giveaia  is  a  member,  tliat 
process  of  absorption  Avill  not  take 
place  unless  Mr.  Isaacs  gets  something  in 
the  nature  of  a  quid  pro  quo.  We  all 
know  what  he  wants.  The  thing  i^  as 
plain  as  anything  can  be.  The  letters  are 
in  large  type.  Mr.  Isaacs  wants  a  pro- 
tectionist revival.  How  is  Mr.  Isaacs  gcnng 
to  ht^  for  that  if  he  is  to  look  for  sop- 
port  for  that  movement  from  members  like 
S«iat0T  Peaioer  and  half  a  doaen  othen  in 
the  House  of  Repreaentatives  who  hold 
similar  pcindples?  I  do  niot  wish  to 
labour  that  pomt,  but  side  by  side  with  it 
stands  another  matter  which  has  been  men- 
tioned in  the  course  of  this  debate.  That  is 
the  question  of  preferential  trade.  The  pre- 
sent Government  has  been  ridiculed — I  do 
not  say  that  the  ridicule  was  efFective,  but 
I  have  heard  attempts  to  ridunile  it — be- 
cause of  its  attitude  on  that  que^ion.  Any- 
one who  is  oHiversant  with  the  present 
state  of  the  mov^nmt  for  jureferential 
trade  in  England  will  know  that  the  most 
xeceat  deveIo[Hnent  in  connexion  with  it  has 
taken  the  form  of  a  proposition  for  the  hold- 
ing of  a  Colonial  Conference.  To  go  back 
a  little,  I  may  say  that  one  of  the  initial 
difficulties  on  the  part  of  the  Commonwealth 
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of  Australia  in  the  matter  of  preferential 
trade  is  this :  that  there  is  no  authority  in 
England  at  the  present  time  that  the  Fede- 
ral Parliament  could  approach.  The 
author  of  the  scheme  is  Mr.  Chamberlain. 
The  scheme  has  not  been  supported  by  the 
Ministry  in  the  House  of  CommcHis,  and  it 
could  scarcely  be  urged,  I  suppose,  that  this 
Parliament  or  the  Commcmwealth  Govern- 
ment could  approach  a  private  individual, 
who  is  not  even  a  Minister  at  present,  with 
regard  to  the  scheme.  But  what  I  wish  to 
draw  special  attention  to  is  this  fact — and 
I  do  not  suppose  it  will  be  denied^ — 
that  the  present  view  of  England  on  this 
question  is  strcmgly  favorable  to  free-trade. 
On  the  other  side,  we  are  confronted  by  the 
fact  that  the  present  view  of  the  Common- 
wealth, as  exhibited  by  its  Tariff,  is  favor- 
able to  prelection.  Now,  it  has  recently 
been  urged  in  England,  with  a  great  deal 
of  force,  that  there  are  two  ideas  involved 
in  this  preferential  trade  scheme.  One — 
and  the  dominant  one,  the  ostensibly  domi- 
nant one,  at  any  rate,  and  I  believe,  really, 
the  dominant  one  in  Mr.  Chamberlain's 
mind — is  the  idea  of  Imperial  unity.  Side 
by  side  with  that  we  find,  of  course, 
the  idea  of  an  eccHiomic  revolt — a  change 
from  (Hie  fiscal  scheme  to  the  other.  I  ad- 
mit that  freely,  but  I  do  say  this — and  I 
suppose  that  no  one  in  the  Senate  will  deny 
it,  whether  he  be  a  protectionist  or  other- 
wise— that  of  thorie  two  schemes — the  one 
of  Imperial  unity  and  the  other  the 
change  from  free-trade  to  protec- 
tion— the  more  important  is  the  former, 
the  principle  of  Imperial  unity.  So  far 
as  Great  Britain  is  concerned,  it  is  fairly 
safe  to  prophesy  that  at  the  next  election 
the  result  will  be  that  the  free-traders  will 
come  into  power.  But  I  do  not  say,  there- 
fore, that  the  scheme  of  preferential  trade 
will  be  finally  disposed  of.  We  must, 
however,  recognise  the  fact  that  it  neces- 
sarily— absolutely  necessarily — implies  a 
sacrifice.  If  we  are  going  to  realize  the 
great  idea  of  a  power  binding  the  whole 
Empire  together  in  commercial  bonds  of 
peace,  we  must  also  recognise,  whether 
we  live  in  England  or  Australia,  that  some 
sacrifice  must  be  made  to  insure  it.  The 
sacrifices  to  be  made  in  a  bargain  between 
England  and  Australia— because,  after  all, 
it  will  be  in  the  nature  of  a  bargain — would 
not  be  one-sided.  Surely  the  strong- 
est protectionists  amongst  us  are  not 
going  to  insist  that  there  shall  be 
no  surrender  as  far  as  we  are  con- 
cerned, and  no  sacrifice?  Are  we 
Senator  Clemens. 


going  to  say  to  the  people  of  England^ 
who,  as  we  know,  cherish  so  strong  a  de- 
termination to  have  free  food  and  free 
raw  material,  that  if  we  do  make  a 
sacrifice  in  order  to  realize  this  idea 
of  Imperial  unity  by  oonsenting  to> 
the  taxation  of  their  food  and  raw 
material,  we,  on  our  side,  will  make 
no  sacrifice  whatever?  And  this  u  the 
root  of  the  whole  matter—the  sacrifice  that 
will  have  to  be  made.  Senator  Styles  has 
more  than  once  spoken  upon  this  subject 
in  the  Senate.  He  has  endeavoured 
to  assure  u.':  that  he  is  dominated 
with  the  idea  of  Imperial  unity, 
and  Imperial  expansicm.  But  at  the  same 
time  we  know — some  of  us  to  our  cost — that 
he  is  a  very  hearty  protectioiist. 

Senatcv  O'Keefe. — ^Why  must  there  i*e- 
cessarily  be  a  sacrifice  on  our  part? 

Senator  CLE  MO  NS.— I  say  that  if  we 
are  going  to  realize  this  idea  of  Imperial 
unity  there  must  be  sacrifice  on  both  ddes. 

Senator  O'Keefe. — Cannot  we  have  pre- 
ferential trade  by  raising  our  duties  against 
the  foreigner? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  do  not  think  it 
is  difficult  to  answer  a  question  of  that  sort- 
But  let  me  go  back  a  little.  If  the  Eng- 
lish Parliament  in  a  few  years  is  going  to  ' 
attempt  to  bring  about  this  idea  of  Imperial 
unity  by  means  of  preferential  trade,  I  say 
again  that  a  sacrifice  will  inevitably  be  ne- 
cessary on  the  part  of  the  British  people. 
Because  no  protectionist,  even  in  Australia, 
will,  for  a  momenti  think  that  the  British 
people  will  consider  that  the  taxing  of  food 
and  of  raw  material  is  not  in  the  nature  of 
a  sacrifice.  Even  protectioniste  in  the 
Senate  will  remember  that  some  of  their 
number,  like  Senator  de  Largie,  when  we 
were  discussing  the  Tariff,  regarded  taxes 
on  food  which  affected  the  gold-fields  as  in 
the  nature  of  a  sacrifice.  Protectionist  as 
he  may  call  himself,  he  never  failed  to  voce 
for  free  food  whenever  he  had  an  c^por- 
tunitv. 

Senator  de  Lahgik. — If  I  were  in  the  old 
country  to-day,  I  should  take  up  the  same 
attitude  with  regard  to  duties  on  food. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— That  is  what  I  am 
saying.  I  am  putting  this  as  an  example. 
When  protecti(»iists,  even  in  Australia,  ob- 
ject to  taxing  food,  surely  it  will  be  recog- 
nised that  the  mass  of  the  English  pet^Te 
will  regard  the  taxing  of  foml  and  raw 
material  as  a  serious  sacrifice  on  their  part. 

Senator  Sttles. — Mr.  Chamberlain  says 
that  there  will  be  no  loss. 
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Senator  CLEMONS.— It  is  clear  that  a 
sacrifice  on  both  sides  is  necessary  if  this 
■dieme  of  preferential  trade  is  gcnng  to 
eventuate.  And  if  we  realise  that  a 
sacrifice  has  to  be  made  by  Great  Britain 
vre  must  also  realise  that  a  sacrifice  must 
be  made  here.  Is  there  any  possible  sacri- 
fice »cept  that  which  is  to  come  from 
the  reduction  of  duties  ?  I  see  none.  Sena- 
tor O'Keefe  has  asked  why  we  could  not 
raise  duties  against  the  foreigner.  We 
might  by  that  means  accord  an  infinitesimal 
preference  to  Great  Britain.  But  it  cannot 
be  claimed  that  we  are  making  any  sacrifice 
in  that  direction;  and  if  the  demand  for 
Imperial  unity  has  any  weight  or  force,  it 
cannot  be  met  merely  by  increasing  duties 
against  the  foreigner. 

Senator  Givens. — Is  the  honorable  sena- 
tor in  favour  of  preferential  trade? 

Senator  CLEMONS. — If  Senator  Givens 
has  not  been  able  to  gather  my  opinions 
from  the  remarks  which  I  have  made  I  am 
afraid  that  I  shall  have  to  leave  the  sub'- 
ject.  I  am  going  to  deal  with  other  ques- 
ticHis,  which  more  closely  concern  him.  I 
T*  do  not  know  whether  Senator  Givens  pro- 
-fesses  to  be  a  ppotecticmist  or  a  free-trader, 
but  I  am  going  to  deal  with  subjects  that 
perhaps  will  interest  him  more  closely.  I 
have  noticed  several  times  in  this  chamber 
that  members  of  the  Labour  Party  have 
endeavoured  to  cause  something  like  ridi- 
cule,' or  to  bring  into  contempt  some  of  us 
on  the  other  side,  by  applying  to  us  epi- 
thets such  as  "conservative."  That  is  a 
oommop  gibe; 

Senator  Guthrie. — Do  not  the  honorable 
and  learned  senator's  party  adopt  the  same 
tactics  ? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  do  not.  Is 
there  any  more  justice  in  calling  me  a  con- 
servative than  there  would  be,  from  my 
point  of  view,  if  I  called  Senator  Guthrie 
an  anarchist  ?   But  I  do  not  do  that. 

Senator  Guthrie. — Because  I  am  not  one. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— The  truth  of  the 
matter  is  that  one  statement  is  exactly  as 
true  as  the  other  would  be ;  and  while  I 
should  never  attempt  to  cast  ridicule  at 
my  opponents,  or  to  bring  contempt  upon 
them  by  calling  them  anarchists,  I  certainly 
do  object  to  being  called  a  conservative.  I 
resent  it. 

Senator  Higgs. — Does  not  the  honorable 
and  learned  senator  wish  to  conserve  things 
which  are  good? 

Senator  CLEMONS. — I  am  not  going 
into  details.    While  an  attempt  has  been 
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made  to  ridicule  us  by  calling  us  conserva- 
tives, I  notice  that  honorable  senators  oa 
the  other  side  rejoice  complacently  in  the 
title  of  democrat.  Have  they  any  privat 
patent  right  to  the  use  of  the  term  "  demc- 
crat?"  What  do  they  mean  by  calling 
themselves  a  democracy  ?  They  mean  simply 
this :  That  if  they  know,  anything  of  our 
Constdtution  and  our  franchise,  they  express 
their  loyalty  to  both.  So  do  I.  I 
recognise  that  we  in  Australia,  living  under 
the  most  democratic  Constitution  to  be 
found  in  the  civilized  world,  and  having 
th.^  widest  franchise  that  any  ConstituticHi 
has  ever  put  into  legislative  form  

Senator  Findlev. — Thanks  to  the  Labour 
Party,  not  to  the  Conservative  Party. 

Senator  CLEMONS. — Does  the  honor- 
able senator  impugn  my  loyalty  to  the  Con- 
stitution? Unless  he  does  he  must  recog- 
nise that  the  title  of  democrat,  as  implying 
loyalty  to  the  democratic  Constitution  under 
which  we  live,  and  conse-juently  to  the 
principles  under  which  we  think  we  ought 
to  be  governed,  is  as  much  mine  as  his.  As 
to  the  principles  under  which  our  Constitu- 
tion and  franchise  have  been  framed,  and 
by  which  we  think  the  people  should  be 
governed,  that  is  quite  another  question.  On 
that  point  we  may  get  at  issue.  My  hon- 
orable friends  opposite,  I  believe,  now  ad- 
mit that  the  principles  by  which  they  think 
the  people  should  be  governed  are  the  prin- 
ciples of  Socialism. 

Senator  Finolev. — Trust  the  people. 

Senator  CLEMONS.  —  Precisely.  I 
hope  that  I  can  consider  Socialism  not  as  a 
crime,  or  as  a  political  creed  to  be  ashamed 
of.  I  do  not  look  at  it  in  that  way.  I 
may  tell  honorable  senators  what  I  think 
when  I  hear  the  word  "  Socialism  "  used. 
I  recognise  that  if  there  is  a  persistent  cry 
cm  the  part  of  a  large  number  of  people  for 
Socialism  there  must  be  either  a  real  evil 
which  requires  redress,  or  an  imaginary  evil, 
in  which  case  the  imagination  should  be 
cleared.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  in  the 
state  of  politics  in  Australia  at  the  present 
time,  that  there  is  a  real  evii.  Hcwiorable 
senators  opposite  say  that  there  is  an  evil, 
and  I  admit  that  the  cry  for  Socialism  is  an 
indication  of  it.  They  say  further  that 
the  remedy  and  certain  cure  for  the  evil  is 
Socialism,  and  there  I  fail  to  agree  with 
them.  I  say  it  is  not  I  say  that  that 
remedy  is  as  bad  as  the  disease,  if  the  people 
are  diseased. 

Senator  Dobson.  —  It  is  a  great  deal 
worse. 
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Senator  (CLEMONS.— I  do  not  agree 
with  Senator  D(4»on  in  taking  an  absolutely 
extreme  view  of  these  things. 

Senator  Guthrie. — Senator  Dobson  has 
no  other  remedy  to  c^er. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— If  I  pride  myself 
upon  anything  it  is  upon  a  willingness  to 
frankly  state  my  views.  I  pride  myiself  upon 
being  a  Liberal.  I  prefer,  as  a  remedy,  for 
the  evils  of  the  State,  whether  real  or  ima- 
ginary, not  merely  the  enunciation,  but  the 
practical  operation  also  of  liberal  principles. 
I  suppose  that  the  cause  of  the  cry  of  Sodail- 
ism  is  in  the  minds  of  honorable  senators 
opposite  an  idea  that  labour  is  unequally 
treated,  that  the  distribution  of  the  world's 
wealth  is  unlair,  and  that  the  capitalist  gets 
more  than  he  ought.  The  remedy  submitted 
by  honorable  senators  opposite  for  these 
things  is  Socialism,  and  I  say  that  it  is  a 
bad  one.  Senator  Guthrie  has  asked  what 
other  remedy  might  be  suggested,  and  I 
venture  to  suggest  cme  which  miglit  be  found 
to  be  worth  trying,  and  that  is  a  system  of 
co-operation. 

Senator  Givens. — That  is  Socialism. 

Senator  Guthme.— What  is  the  differ- 
ence? 

Senator  CLEMONS.^I  can  tell  the  hon- 
orable senator  what  the  difference  is.  Co- 
operaticm  does  this,  at  any  rate:  it  respects - 
and  preserves  the  eoonomic  value  of  both 
capital  and  labour.  Does  Senator  Guthrie 
differ  from  that?  I  know  of  no  scheme  of 
co-operation  that  would  fail  in  that  way. 
I  can  tell  the  honorable  senator  also  ^at 
Socialism  does,  or  tends  to  do.  It  tends, 
and  I  suppose  honorable  senators  opposite 
will  admit  it  at  once,  to  destroy  capital. 

Senator  de  Largie. — Not  at  all ;  merely 
to  destroy  capitalists.  There  is  a  great  dis- 
tinction. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Very  well,  I  will 
alter  it  to  that.  And  I  can  show  honor- 
able senators  that  it  comes  to  exactly  the 
same  thing.  Socialism,  then,  tends  to  pre- 
vent the  distribution  of  capital.  It  pro- 
poses, in  the  ultimate  end,  to  put  all  capital 
into  the  hands  of  the  State  as  a  whole. 

Senator  Givens. — That  is  the  whole 
people. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— The  ultimate  ob- 
ject of  Socialism  is  to  make  the  State  the 
only  capitalist.  Honorable  senators  must 
admit  that  if  that  is  the  object  it  must 
necessarily  follow,  if  it  is  pursued  to  its 
ultimate  end,  that  the  tendency  must  be  to 
destroy  capitalism  in  individual  hands. 

Senator  Henderson. — Hear,  hear. 


Senator  CLEMONS.— Very  well,  tbt 
that  is  what  I  object  to.  I  say  that  if  i 
confine  all  capital  to  the  State,  we  stult  \ 
doing  the  State  an  irretrierable  mjun-. 
say  that  if  we'  do  not  allow  indi\'idua)s 
fair  and  equal  opportunity  to  become  af 
talists — and  I  am  no  advocate  for  the  ca; 
talist — we  shall  be  doing  the  State  an  t 
calculable  harm. 

Senator  de  Largie. — They  could  ' 
wealth-owners  without  bang  capitalists. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  have  not  >et  5 
ished  with  my  explanation  of  the  diSera 
between  co-operation  and  Socialism.  I  % 
that  co-operation  preserves  the  econM 
value  of  capital  and  labour.  I  may  \ 
that  Socialism  destroys  the  capitaiirv 
honorable  senators  opposite  please.  Bu 
further  say,  that  Sodalisni  d^ades  labo 

Senator  Findley. — ^What  evidence  1 
the  h(»K>rable  and  learned  senator  for  ti 
statement  ? 

Senator  de  Largie. — ^The  poor  State  i 
vants,  for  instance. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— That  is  just 
sort  of  interjectim  whidi  Senator  FukI 
should  not  have  maVle.  Suppose  I  ask 
honorable  senator,  in  return,  what  ends 
can  he  find,  in  the  whole  world's  histt 
of  the  success  of  a  single  sodalisiic  i 
tem. 

Senator  Findley.— The  Post  Oflfct. 

Senator  CLEMONS. — I  am  not  speak 
of  a  single  otample  of  State  Sodalism  i 
oommunit;  that  is  not  aocialistic  1 
honorable  senators  opposite  if  tbey  i 
tell  me  where  in  the  history  of  the  wa 
there  is  to  be  found  an  example  of  a.  i 
cessful  socialistic  community? 

Senator  Guthrie. — There  has  been 
opportunity  to  have  the  principle  trie^ 

Senator  Dobson. — ^Any  number  cf 
tempts  made  have  failed. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Perhaps  I  c 
tell  Senator  Guthrie  that  Socialism, 
the  hcxiorable  senator  and  his  party  haxt 
t reduced  to  Australia  as  the  new  pans 
for  all  evils,  is  older  than  almost  any  oi 
scheme  of  politics  which  we  can  tn 
It  was  exploded  thousands  of  years  a£o. 

Senator  de  Largie. — ^Whetpi" 

Senator  C1.EMONS.— -If  Senator 
Largie  will  read  the  history  of  Socialiini 
affecting  political  legislation,  he  will  ^ 
that  it  was  tried  thousands  of  years  a? 

Senator  de  LargiE- — The  bonoraW'' 
nator  is  referring  to  Communism,  and  > 
to  State  Sodalism. 
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£'pjiatOT  CL£MONS. — t  am  referring  tu 
Sodalism  in  all  its  various  phases,  and  to 
the  various  attempts  made  during  the  his- 
tory of  the  worlfl  for  fliousands  of  years 
to  establish  it.  Wherever  such  an  attempt 
has  b6en  made,  it  has  been  a  disastrous 
and  ghastly  failure.  Though  it  has  been  a 
failure  in  the  past,  it  is  just  possible  that 
our  honorable  friends  opposite  have  some 
new  form  of  Socialism  which  will  be  a  suc- 
cess, but  I  venture  to  tKnk  that  th^  have 
not  made  such  a  discovery. 

Senator  Higgs. — WouW  the  honorable 
and  learned  senator  mind  describing  for 
honorable  senators  a  socialistic  State  in  the 
sense  in  which  he  understands  the  term? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— That  is  not  my 
particular  province.  Why  should  I  antici- 
pate the  remarks  of  Senator  Higgs?  The 
honorable  senator  is  especially  well  quali- 
fied, not  only  to  describe  a  socialistic  State, 
but  to  paint  it  in  beautiful  colours,  and  I 
must  hesitate  to  undertake  a  task  to  which 
I  am  sure  I  txmlii  not  do  the  same  justice. 

Senator  Higgs. — We  desire  to  know  whe- 
ther the  hcHiorable  and  learned  senatcur's 
ideas  of  a  socialistic  State  is  the  same  as 
ours? 

Senator  CLEMONS, — I  have  not  any 
idea  of  a  socialistic  State. 

Senator  Guthrie. — The  honorable  and 
Ibttmed  senatOT  has  pictured  one. 

Senator  CLEMONS. — I  have  not  pic- 
tuicd  any.  I  have  made  stnne  simple 
statements  with  respect  to  the  theory  of 
Socialism,  which,  for  the  most  part,  have 
been  admitted  by  hc»iorable  senators  oppo- 
site. My  object  has  been  to  come  to  levtl 
terms  with  honorable  senators,  in  order  that 
we  may  not  be  at  cross  purposes. 

SenatOT  Guthrie. — Where  have  the  lail- 
ures  occurred  to  which  the  honorable  and 
learned  senator  has  referred? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Where  have  been 
the  successes?  That  is  a  sufficient  answer 
to  the  honorable  senator.  I  say  that,  from 
the  earliest  history  of  the  world  down  to 
1904,  hcKiorable  senators  can  find  no  in- 
stance of  a  successful  socialistic  ommu- 
nity. 

Senator  Guthsie. — ^Where  have  been  the 
failures  ? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— They  are  to  be 
found  on  almost  every  page  of  history. 

Senator  Guthrie. — Will  the  honorable 
and  learned  senator  point  to  one. 

Senator  CLEMOXS. — I  do  not  propose 
to  do  sa 

7  u  2 


Senator  Gin-HRXs. — Because  the  honw- 
able  and  learned  senator  caimot  do  so. 

Senator  CLEMONS.  —  Does  Senator 
Guthrie  say  that  no  previous  attempts  have 
been  made? 

Senator  Guthrie. — No. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Then  the  honoi- 
able  senator  is  sufficiently  answered  when 
he  can  point  to  no  sua»ssful  attempt.  If 
there  have  been  successful  attempts  made^ 
where  have  they  been  made? 

Senator  Dawson. — Where  has  an  at- 
tempt been  made? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— If  Senator  Daw- 
son will  only  read  history  he  will  find  that 
a  number  of  trials  of  the  principle  have 
been  made.  What  we  propose  to  do  now 
is  to  prevent  honorable  senators  opposite 
making  this  old  experiment  in  Australia. 

Senator  Pearce. — Does  the  honorable 
and  learned  senator  object  to  the  socialistic 
railway  system  ? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  have  laboured 
the  point  long  enough,  and  if  Senator 
Pearce  will  allow  me  I  shall  deal  with 
other  matters. 

Senator  Sir  Josxah  Syuon. — That  is  not 
socialistic. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— If  Senator  Pearce 
wants  an  answer  I  may  tell  him  that  I  have 
alwavs  recognised  that  in  certain  matters 
the  State  may  properly  interfere.  It  may 
do  so,  for  instance,  with  respect  to  ques- 
tions of  public  health  and  disease. 

SenatOT  Sir  Josiah  Syhon. — ^We  cannot 
employ  private  enterprise  for  railways  of 
development. 

Senator  de  Labgie. — ^That  is  our  policy. 

Senator  CLEMONS.  —  If  honorable 
senators  opposite  will  stick  to  that,  and  will 
allow  the  St.ite  to  interfere  only  with  regard 
to  questions  of  public  health  and  disease, 
I  shall  be  with  them  all  tKe  time, 
and  they  will  have  no  more  active 
co-operator  in  that  kind  of  Socialism  than 
they  will  find  in  me.  I  propose  now  to 
deal  with  another  question.  We  have  had 
a  great  deal  of  talk  with  regard  to  the 
caucus.  Senator  McGregor  has  given  us 
the  planks  of  the  present  platform  of  the 
Labour  Party.  Other  hOTiorable  senators 
have  indignantly  denied  that  the  caucus  does 
an\-thing.  The  ccxitention  is  that  the  plat- 
form of  the  Labour  Party  is  well  estab- 
lished, and  that  the  plank's  with  regard  to 
the  present  Parliament  are  seven.  It  has 
been  argued  that  they  received  the  approval 
and  indorsement  of  a  large  number  of  elec- 
tors outside,  and  that  there  was  therefore 
nothing  for  the  caucus  to  da     First  of 
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all,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  caucus  does 
nothing.  There  must  be  a  flaw  in  the  ar- 
gument scKnewhere. 

Senator  McGregor. — It  has  to  watch  the 
honorable  and  learned  senator. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  know  what  the 
caucus  has  to  do.  Zt  is  easy  for  honorable 
senators  to  say  that  they  have  got  their  di- 
rection. I  admit  that  that  is  so  when  they 
say  it.  They  say  that  they  require  no 
caucus  at  all,  because  the  labour  organiza- 
tions outside  have  indicated  the  direction  in 
which  they  must  ga 

Senator  Pearce. — We  do  not  say  that  the 
caucus  has  no  work  to  do. 

Senator  CLEMONS. — I  propose  to  give 
hnwrable  senators  my  idea  of  what  the 
caucus  does. 

Senator  Gxtens.  —  The  honorable  and 
learned  senator  is  going  to  draw  upcxi  his 
imagination. 

Senator  CLEMONS. — If  what  I  say  is 
only  imagination  I  hope  that  Senator 
Givens  will  correct  me.  I  desire  that  there 
should  be  a  clear  understanding  between  us. 
I  take  it  that  the  caucus  is  not  re- 
quired in  the  least  degree  to  give  effect  to 
the  policy  of  honorable  senators  opposite, 
so  far  as  the  seven  planks  of  the  labour 
platform  to  which  I  have  referred  are  con- 
cerned. 

Senator  Pearce. — That  is  not  so. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Is  there  not  a 
higher  authority  than  the  caucus? 

Senator  I'earce. — Yes ;  the  people  out- 
side. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— That  is  exactly 
what  I  am  saying. 

Senator  Guthrie. — The  electors. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Yes,  I  am  content 
to  make  the  term  as  wide  as  honorable  sena- 
tors please.  The  electors  have  directed 
seven  planks  of  the  labour  platform. 

Senator  Pearce. — They  have  not  dealt 
with  any  details. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Senator  Pearce 
has  only  anticipated  Avhat  I  proposed  to  say. 
The  electors  have  indicated  directions,  but 
I  wish  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  between 
direction  and  distance  there  is  a  vast  dif- 
ference. The  electors  may  tell  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Labour  Party  that  they  desire 
them  to  legislate  with  regard  to  seven  de- 
finite principles,  and  the  Labour  Party 
agree  to  do  so  ;  but  do  the  electors  tell  mem- 
bers of  the  Labour  Party  how  far  they  wish 
them  to  go  with  each  of  the  measures  in- 
troduced to  give  effect  to  the  seven  planks 
of  the  platform? 


Senator  Dawson. — No;  they  trust  us  in 
the  matter. 

Senator  Givens. — We  told  the  electors 
how  far  we  would  go  when  we  asked  them 
for  their  votes. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  say  that  the 
caucus  determines  the  distance  to  which 
honorable  soiators  opposite  shall  go. 

Senator  Pearce. — Hear,  hear. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— That  is  the  sort 
of  thing  we  (Aject  to.  I  draw  this  distinc- 
tion that  when  the  main  principles  of  a 
Bill  are  settled,  we  do  not  submit  a  draft 
of  the  measure  to  any  electors,  and  yet,  as 
every  honorable  senator  knows,  in  the  fram- 
ing of  a  Bill  there  is  immense  scc^,  sub- 
ject to  its  title,  for  divergence  with  regard 
to  detail.  Take  the  instance  of  the  Labour 
Party's  view  of  a  White  Australia. 

Senator  Guthrie, — Take  the  instance  of 
the  Trade  Marks  Bill,  which  now  provides 
for  a  trade  union  mark. 

Senator  CLEMONS.  —  I  take  the 
stnmg  instance  of  the  "  six  hatters  "  provi- 
sion in  the  "White  Australia"  Act.  We 
know  that  the  Labour  Party  did  not  intend 
that  the  six  hatters  provision  should  be  in- 
cluded in  that  measure. 

Senator  Pearce. — Yes,  thev  did. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  admit  that  I 
have  not  quoted  the  title  of  the  Act,  which 
did  not  contain  a  word  about  colour. 

Senator  Guthrie. — It  is  an  Immigra- 
tion Act. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— It  used  to  be 
called  the  "Alien  Inunigraticm  Act,"  but  it 
subsequently  received  a  title  which  is  abso- 
lutely repulsive  in  many  aspects,  and  which 
would  appear  to  be  an  at»olute  absurdity 
when  we  consider  the  ccmdition  of  affairs  in 
Australia  at  the  present  time.  It  was 
subsequently  called  the  *'  Immigrati(xi  Re- 
striction Act "  If  this  Parliament  had 
passed  an  Immigration  Encouragement  Act, 
it  might  have  been  proud  of  it. 

Senator  Styles. — What  is  meant  is  only 
the  restriction  of  undesirable  immigrants. 

Senator  CLEMONS. — Z  propose  to  deal 
with  the  question  of  undesirable  immigrants, 
but  I  am  now  dealing  with  the  six  hatters 
provision.  We  alt  know  the  history  of 
it.  The  desire  for  it  arose  from  a  de- 
termination, which  was  not  limited  by  any 
means  to  honorable  senators  opposite,  to 
prevent  the  importation  into  Australia  at 
the  time  of  a  strike  of  any  body  of  labour- 
ers— in  other  words,  to  prevent  any  capi- 
talists using  an  unfair  weapon.  Every 
member  of  the  Senate  was  with  hcxiorable 
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senators  of  the  labour  Party  in  that 
desire,  but  the  sectitxi  did  not  ultimately 

have  only  that  effect.  As  we 
all  know  now,  its  effect  is  to  ab- 
solutely prdiibit  any  ordinary  work- 
ing man  from  coming  into  Australia  under 
contract  unless  there  is  a  special  exemption 
in  his  favour  on  the  ground  that  he  is  a  re- 
presentative of  skilled  labour  required  in 
the  Commcmwealth. 

Senator  O'Keefe. — Did  not  every  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives  know 
that  when  the  proposal  was  made? 

Senator  CLEMOXS. — I  am  concerned 
only  with  what  occurred  in  the  Senate. 

Senator  O'Keefe. — But  the  honorable 
and  learned  senator  says  that  we  did  not 
know  what  the  effect  of  the  section  would 
be. 

Senator  Staniforth  Smith. — I  ask  the 
honorable  and  learned  senator  whether  any 
person  on  this  planet  has  been  kept  out  of 
Australia  by  reason  of  that  particular  sec- 
tion of  the  Act  ? 

Senator  CLEMONS. — I  have  no  poutive 
information  from  any  person  in  England 
that  he  has  been  prevented  from  coming  to 
Australia  by  the  existence  of  the  section, 
but  I  am  still  absolutely  certain  that  hun- 
dreds, and  possibly  thousands,  of  persons 
have  been  deterred  from  emigrating  to  Aus- 
tralia by  the  sectioL 

Senator  Guthrie. — ^That  is  in  the  pages 
of  history,  too,  I  suppose  ? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— That  is  an  ordi- 
nary sort  of  inference  which  even  a  man  of 
Senator  Guthrie's  mental  capacity  might  be 
expected  to  make.  I  say  that  we  know 
what  the  effect  of  the  six  hatters  section  has 
been.  I  believe  that  the  original  object  was 
merely  to  prevent  any  number  of  men  being 
introduced  in  the  case  of  a  strike. 

Senator  Pearce.— It  was  intended  to  pre- 
vent men  coming  out  under  osntract — ^just 
what  it  says. 

Senator  CLEMOXS. — I  accept  the  hon- 
orable senator's  statement  gladly.  The 
real  object  of  the  section  was  to  prevent  men 
being  introduced  at  the  time  of  a  strike, 
but  some  honorable  senators,  including; 
Senatoi  Pearce,  further  intended  that  it 
should  be  used  to  prevent  men  being  intro- 
duced under  ctmtract. 

Senator  O'Keefe.  —  And  that  was  in- 
dorsed by  members  of  all  parties  in  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

Senator  Sir  JosiAU  Symon. — Nothing  of 
the  kind. 


Senator  CLEMONS.— I  have  dealt  with 
the  first  object  which  the  section  was  in- 
tended to  secure,  and  so  far  as  that  is  con- 
cerned, I  say  that  there  was  absolute  unani< 
mity  in  the  Senate.  We  are  now  told  that 
it  was  also  the  object  of  the  secticm  to  pre< 
vent  people  being  introduced  under  contract. 

Senator  Turley. — Hear,  hear. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  ask  Senator 
Turley  why  he  objects  to  men  being  intro- 
duced under  amtract?  I  know  the  hon- 
orable senator  will  answer  that  we  desire 
that  only  free  men  should  come  here. 
What  ^jes  the  honorable  senator  mean  by 
that?  Does  he  mean  that  we  do  not  want 
anything  in  the  nature  of  slavery. 

Senator  Givens. — We  do  not  want  men 
under  a  bond. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  accept  that. 

Senator  Givens. — We  want  them  to  make 
their  bargains  when  they  know  the  condi- 
tions. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— That  is  not  what 
honorable  senators  wanted.  They  desired 
that  men  should  not  be  brought  out  to  Aus- 
tralia under  ocmtract.  Fnxn  the  legislative 
point  of  view  is  there  anything  objection- 
able in  a  contract? 

Senator  Givens. — If  the  parties  are  not 
aware  of  the  whole  of  the  circumstances, 
there  is. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Will  .honorable 
senators  opposite  say  that  a  man  living  in 
Australia,  and  entering  into  a  contract,  has 
put  himself  into  bonds,  or  has  dcxie  any- 
thing to  interfere  with  his  free<knn? 

Senator  Givens. — He  knows  the  condi- 
tions. 

Senator  CLEMONS. — Honorable  sena- 
tors admit  that  he  does  not.  Yet  some  of 
them,  who  speak  of  Imperial  unity,  and  of 
their  loyalfy  in  connexion  with  preferential 
trade,  will  contend  that,  while  a  man  in 
Australia,  who  enters  into  a  contract  to  do 
work,  does  nothing  to  affect  his  independ- 
ence, or  to  make  him  less  respected  in  their 
eyes,  that  that  which  is  in  every  sense  right 
for  a  man  in  Australia,  becomes  in  every 
s»i8e  wrong,  if  it  is  a  man  in  England  who 
makes  the  contract.  The  whole  essence  of 
their  contention  is  that  a  contract  made 
elsewhere  is  bad»  and  that  all  OHitracts 
must  be  made  here. 

Senator  O'Keefe.  —  The  hcnorabte  and 
learned  senator  is  not  stating  our  contention 
fairly. 

Senator  iCLEMONS: — I  am  stating  the 
case  absolutely  fairly.  The  Labour  Party 
say  that  a  contract  made  here  is  right  an^ 
defensible,  but  that  a  contract  made  in 
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England  is  wicmg  and  indefensible,  and 
that  the  oontractee  puts  himself  in  the  bonds 
of  slaver}'.  Their  argument  is  sheer  non- 
sense. 

Senator  Peahce. — ^We  say  that  the  con- 
tract is  wrong,  because  the  man  does  not 
know  the  local  condititHis. 

iSenator  CLEMONS-— Why  should  he 
not  take  that  risk? 

Senator  Pearce. — Because  it  is  not  fair 
either  to  himself  or  to  the  men  with  whom 
he  has  to  c(»npete. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— A  proposition  was 
made  in  the  Senate  to  modify  this 
provision.  It  was  urged  that  if  it 
was  intended  to  interfere  with  the  right 
of  contract  simply  because  it  was  going 
to  be  made  in  England  and  not  in  Australia, 
at  any  rate  honorable  senators,  on  the  <rther 
side,  could  have  no  fair  reason  to  justify 
them,  in  the  eyes  of  Australia,  in  refusing  to 
insert  a  proviso  that  men  of  forethought  and 
prudence  who  wished  to  secure  themselves 
iron  starvation  or  the  risk  of  it,  could  make 
a  contract  in  England,  but  that  in  order  not 
to  injure  any  working  man  in  Australia,  it 
should  be  subject  to  this  express  condition 
that  the  rate  of  wages  to  be  paid  should  be 
the  highest  rate  paid  in  Australia  in  con- 
nexion with  that  particular  employment. 
That  proposition  was  made  here,  and  re- 
jected by  the  Labour  Party.  If  they  say 
that  it  was  not  made,  and  was  not  rejected, 
will  they  consent  to  have  the  section  so 
modified  now? 

Senator  Pearce. — The  rate  of  wages  is 
not  the  only  condition. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Then  there  are 
other  conditions. 

Senator  Pearce. — ^Yes,  for  instance  the 
hours  of  labour. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Surely  the  hon- 
orable senator  does  not  imagine  I  am  quib- 
bling in  regard  to  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract. I  am  perfectly  willing  to  agree 
that  it  should  be  made  subject  to,  not  only 
the  rates  of  wagies  paid  here,  but  also  the 
hours  of  labour  worked  here.  Did  the  La- 
bour Party  refuse  to  insert  that  proviso  in 
the  measure  ?  And  if  they  did,  will  they 
accept  such  a  proposition  now? 

Senator  Guthrie.  —  Let  the  hwwrable 
and  learned  senator  introduce  a  Bill,  and 
then  we  shall  tell  him. 

Senator  CLEMONS. — Have  not  my  hon- 
orable  friends  the  pluck  to  say  what  the\ 
think  on  the  subject?  Whv  do  they  ask 
me  to  introduce  a  Bill?  Why  do  they  mas- 
querade before  the  people  of  Australia  as 


persons  who  are  denrous  of  eiKxiuraging 
iounigration  when  tlieir  policy  is  to  re- 
strict it? 

Senator  Guthbje. — Because  we  have  had 
experience  of  men  who  have  fallen  in  under 
the  contract  system. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  shall  tell  tTie 
Labour  Party  exactly  what  I  think  of  their 
notion  about  immigration.  I  could  point 
to  many  more  cases  which  have  the  direct 
efl^ect  of  restricting  rather  than  eaamxa.^- 
ing  immigration. 

Senator  Dawson. — Do  I  understand 
ftom  the  honorable  and  learned  senator 
that  if  he  had  an  opportunity  he  would 
vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  provision  relat- 
ing to  contract  labour? 

Senator  CLEMONS.—  I  should  not 
allow  any  men  to  be  brought  in  here  for 
the  purpose  of  settling  a  strike,  but  as  in 
the  meantime  the  Labour  Party  have  taken 
other  precautions  to  prevent  strikes,  perhaps 
they  do  not  consider  that  important.  As 
that  proviso  is  not  in  the  Act,  if  I  had  the 
opportunity  of  voting  with  a  majority  I 
should  do  my  best  to  repeal  that  prorisicBi. 
and  if  ever  a  diance  comes  I  shall. 

Senator  Fimdlev. — Does  the  hcMiorable 
and  learned  senator  think  that  penons 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  come  in  under  con- 
tract, when  Australians  are  walking  about 
and  eating  the  bread  of  idleness  ? 

Senator  Walker. — Because  they  will  not 
work  iot  less  than  7s.  6d.  per  day. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  wish  to  deal 
with  a  plank  of  the  Labour  Party's  plat- 
form that  we  have  heard  much  about.  It 
struck  me  as  very  curious  that  it  is  called 
the  restriction  of  borrowing.  I  understand 
that  if  they  are  restored  to  power  they  will 
introduce  a  Banking  Bill,  and  that  it  will 
provide  for  taking  40  per  cent,  of  the  fixed 
deposits  of  the  banks.  Is  that  quite  ohi- 
si.stent  with  the  plank  which  is  called  re- 
striction of  public  borrowing? 

Senator  Guthsie. — That  is  not  borrow- 
ing. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— What  is  it?  If  it 
is  not  borrowing  it  must  be  a  forced  loan. 
Tt  is  either  taking  or  confiscation.  Let  my 
honorable  friends  make  ttuSr  dioice. 

Senator  de  L arc  IE. — It  is  making  use  of 
idle  capital. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— If  my  honorable 
friends  wish  to  be  consistent  they  have  to 
.say  that  it  is  not  bcvrowing,  because  they 
intend  to  restrict  public  borrowing. 

Senator  Pearce. — It  is  not  the  kind  of 
borrowing  that  the  banks  practised  m  1892 
anyhow. 
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Senator  CLEMONS.— We  are  not  deal 
ing  with  that  question,  but  with  Ihis  pro- 
minent plank  in  the  platform  of  the  Labour 
Party.  Are  they  not' ridiculously  Incwisistent 
when  they  talk  about  restricting  public  bor- 
rowing, while  they  intend  to  borrow  mil- 
lions from  the  banks?  Or  do  they  not 
stand  absolutely  exposed  bef(»«  the  people 
as  being  anxious  for  confiscation?  Which 
of  the  two  is  it  ?  It  must  be  either  one  or  the 
other,  for  there  is  no  alternative. 

Senator  Dawson. — Oh,  yes,  there  is. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  should  be  very 
glad  to  hear  what  it  is. 

Senator  Dawson. — It  is  the  density  of 
the  men  on  the  other  side. 

Senator  CLEMONS. — I  am  very  pleased 
that  we  have  cleared  up  that  little  point. 
I  wish  -to  explain  why  I  am  sitting  on  this 
side,  and  why,  generally  speaking,  I  am 
against  honorable  senators  on  the  other  side- 
I  have  already  indicated  that  if  I  have 
any  ambition  it  is  to  realize  as  fully  as  I 
can  the  idea  of  a  Liberal.  I  intend  to  sup- 
port the  present  Administration  because  I 
brieve  that  it  is  a  Liberal  Government. 
And  not  being  a  member  of  a  caucus,  I 
intend  not  to  support  the  Government  if 
ever  I  find  that  it  is  attempting  legislatively 
to  do  anything  which  I  consider  is  not 
liberal.  I  do  not  contemplate  that  con- 
tingency arising,  but  not  being  a  member 
of  a  caucus,  and  being  a  member  <^  a  party 
which  supports  the  Government,  because  we 
believe  in  its  principles,  I,  to  a  certain 
^tent,  am  independent  I  regard  Liberal- 
ism first  of  all  as  essentially  a  political 
creed  of  expannon.  The  main  object  of 
every  Liberal  is  to  adapt  himself  to  our  al- 
ways changing  envircmment.  Another  fea- 
ture of  Liber^ism,  is  that  it  holds  out  hope 
to  everybody.  It  is  full  of  hope,  not  to  one 
class,  but  to  every  class.  The  chief  merit 
of  Liberalism  is  that  it  is  ever  expanding. 
But  the  creed  of  my  honorable  friends  op- 
posite means  a  retrogression  towards  no- 
tions which  were  exploded  years  ago.  It 
is  also  to  me  a  cheerless  creed,  because  it 
destn^s  hope  to  the  individual. 

Senator  Pearce. — We  can  get  up  a  lot 
of  enthusiasm  anyhow. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— In  their  misguided 
way  my  honorable  friends  can.  It  pre- 
sents itself  to  me  as  a  creed  which  destroys 
hope.  It  is  also  an  endeavour  to  make 
political  men  mere  peas  in  the  same  poli- 
tical pod.  It  is  because  I  hold  these  viewi 
that  I  am  forced  to  oppose  my  honoralile 
friends  on  the  other  side,  and  I  am  glad 


to  stand  on  this  side,  where  I  believe 
Liberal  principle's  will  have  full  play. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE  (Western  Austra- 
lia).— I  notice  that  the  last  two  speakers 
from  the  other  side  prefaced  their  speeches 
with  a  lecturette  on  bad  taste.  I  do  not  know 
why  honorable  senators  on  this  side  should 
be  continually  lectured  on  that  subject,  be- 
cause this  debate,  so  far  as  it  has  gone,  has 
shown  that  there  is  quite  as  much  rocra  for 
improvement  on  the  other  side  as  on  this 
side.  During  this  debate,  we  have  had  re- 
ferences made  to  honorable  senators  on  this 
side,  and  even  challenges  thrown  out  to 
"  come  outside,"  with  the  very  Ub^al  saving 
clause  "  if  I  were  only  younger." 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — There  has 
not  been  a  word  of  perscHiality  uttered  on 
this  side  in  this  debate. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— There  has.  Al- 
though an  honorable  senator  on  the  other 
side  used  the  words,  "absolutely  false,"  in 
reply  to  an  interjection  by  Senator  Hender- 
son, which,  I  think,  was  absolutely  correct, 
still  it  is  only  honorable  senators  on  this 
side  who  have  to  be  lectured  on  their  bad 
taste.  I  do  not  know  that  any  <me  of  us 
has  ever  posed  as  a  model  of  good  be- 
haviour. 

Senator  Sir  Wiluam  Zeal.— Hear,  hear. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  feel  quite  sure 
that  we  shall  not  take  as  our  model  the  hon- 
orable senator,  because  all  he  can  do  is  to 
lecture. 

Senator  Sir  William  Zeal. — God  forbid 
that  I  should  take  the  honorable  senator  as 
a  model. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.  ~  I  am  afraid 
that  the  hcMiorable  senator  is  a  very  poor 
practiser.  He  has  not  given  any  signs  of 
ability  to  teach,  but  he  is  always  very  ready 
to  lecture. 

Senator  Pearce. — He  always  kept  the 
State  Legislative  Council  in  order.  , 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order  !  I  must 
ask  hcxiorable  senators  not  to  make  so  many 
interjections. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — I  do  not  desire 
to  create  any  ill-feeling,  but  merely  to 
point  out  that  there  is  quite  as  much  need 
for  honorable  senators  on  the  other  side  to 
see  to  their  behaviour.  We  are  all  more 
or  less  tempted  to  be  personal  at  certain 
times,  but  I  think  that  when  our  attention 
is  called  to  our  remarks,  we  can  modify  our 
language  and  express  our  views  strongly 
enough  without  hurting  the  feelings  of  any 


one. 
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discuss  the  poliqr  of  the  Government.  At 
this  nuxnent  it  is  somewhat  hard  to  say 
what  it  is. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syuon. — It  is  pretty 
plain. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— The  speech  of 
the  Attorney-General  did  not  contain  very 
much  information  about  the  policy  of 
the  Government,  but  the  remarks  made 
outside  Parliament  indicate  what  it 
really  is.  If  it  is  a  policy  of  one  thing 
more  than  another,  it  is  a  ptrficy  of  anti- 
Socialism.  Time  and  again  the  Prime 
Minister  is  reported  to  have  said  that  the 
policy  of  the  Government  and  the  cause  of 
its  existence  is  to  fight  Socialism.  I  hope 
that  we  shall  have  that  straight-out  issue 
placed  ttefore  the  country.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that,  sooner  or  later,  it  must  be  re- 
mitted to  the  electors,  and  the  Labour  Party 
are  very  anxious  that  they  shall  be  asked  to 
vote  on  -Socialism  versus  anti-Socialism. 
There  is  no  indication,  however,  at  the  pre- 
sent time  that,  in  their  legislation,  the  Go- 
vernment intend  to  be  anti-Socialistic.  But 
I  hope  that  their  proposals  will  bear  that 
hall-mark.^  I  hope  that  the  new  Postmaster- 
General  will  attempt  to  repeal  the  provision 
which  provides  for  the  employment  of  white 
labour  on  our  mail  boats.  And  I  trust  that 
when  he  is  finished  with  that  little  job 
he  will  attempt  to  anti -Socialize  the  Post 
Office,  because  there  was  a  time  when  it  was 
run  fey  private  enterprise. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — Not  in  Aus- 
tralia. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— No;  in  Eng- 
land. Let  the  Government  show  that  they 
have  the  courage  of  their  convictions  by 
proposing  to  hand  over  the  Post  Office  to 
private  enterprise.  And  when  that  is  done 
perhaps  our  attention  may  be  directed  to 
the  removal  of  all  kinds  of  bonuses. 

Senator  Dobson. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  think  that  the  control  of  the  Post 
Office  is  really  at  issue  between  the  two 
parties  ? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— It  is  for  the 
honorable  and  learned  senator  to  sa^  what 
anti-Socialism  is.  If  he  is  a  Christian  So- 
cialist, as  he  has  said,  he  cannot  aupp(»t 
this  Govemmoit. 

Senator  Dobson. — No  Govenunem  would 
suggest  such  a  thing  as  having  anti-Social- 
ism in  connexion  with  the  Post  Oflice. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  wish  the  Go- 
vernment to  give  their  definition  of  what 
anti- Socialism  is.  I  know  what  the  honor- 
able and  learned  senator's  definition  is,  be- 
cause he  has  said  that  he  is  a  Christian 


Socialisf.  If  he  subscribes  to  that  policy 
he  must  sooner  or  later  find  himself  widain 
the  ranks  of  the  Labour  Party.  I  also  hope 
that  the  new  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms will  give  the  gentlemen  in  Flinders- 
lane  a  free  hand  to  practise  the  fwm  of 
private  enterprise  which  was  so  much  in 
vogue  before  Mr.  Kingston  took  charge  of 
the  Department.  I  hope  that  he  will  have 
the  Customs  duties  farmed  out  in  such  a 
way  that  the  privat«  enterpriser  will  be  able 
to  work  his  own  sweet  will  again  in  that 
direction. 

Senator  Sir  Joszah  Syhon. — Does  the 
honwable  senator  really  hope  that? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  hope  that  the 
Attorney -General  will  give  them  an  oppor- 
tunity. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syuon. — Oh,  oou 
Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  hope  that  the 

honorable  and  learned  senator  will  bring 
forward  measures  which  will  give  us  an 
opportunity  to  resist  the  Government's 
policy  of  anti- Socialism.  I  also  hope  that  the 
new  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  will 
give  a  free  hand  to  the  butter  enterprisers 
— Bartram  and  Co.,  Dunn  and  Co.  I  hope 
that  the  control  of  private  enterprise 
Avill  be  again  restored  to  these  firms. 
If  I  were  a  private  enterpriser  I  should 
object  very  much  to  the  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment as  announced  The  private  enter- 
prise of  the  butter-btmus  agents  is  quite  as 
important  as  private  enterprise  in  other 
branches  of  industry.  A  significant  feature 
is  that  neither  the  Prime  Minister  nor  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  has  re- 
ferred to  Old-Age  Pensions,  but  it  has 
been  hinted  by  the  Attorney-General  that 
some  consideration  is  to  be  given  to  that 
subject.  I  do  not  take  that  to  be  anti- 
Socialism. 

Senator  McGregor. — Does  the  honor- 
able senator  think  that  the  Goverrunent  are 
in  earnest? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— Whether  they 
are  in  earnest  or  not,  I  suppose  we  shall 
hear  something  about  the  subject  fnxn  them. 
I  wish  also  to  say  a  few  words  in  refer- 
ence to  compulsory  arbitration,  especially 
in  reply  to  the  remarks  made  by  Senator 
Gray.  I  am  pleased  that  we  are  to  have 
an  opportunity  to  OMisider  the  Condiiation 
and  Arbitration  Bill.  I  thought  that,  con- 
sidering the  attitude  of  the  Government 
upon  this  question,  they  would  have  dripped 
that  measure.  But  they  have  gone  on  with 
it  in  opposition  to  their  proclaimed  political 
principles. 
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Senator  Dobson. — ^Tfae  honorable  sena- 
tor's leader  dropped  it. 

Senator  Dawson. — Our  party  did  not 
drop  it,  but  said  that  they  washed  their 
hands  of  it. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— That  is  a  dis- 
tinction without  a  difference.  Senator  Gray 
said  that  the  English  trade  unionists  were 
opposed  to  the  principle  of  compulsory  ar- 
bitration, and  he  seemed  to  think  that  that 
is  a  reason  why  we  should  follow  their 
example.  But  he  ought  to  know  that  there 
are  many  great  principles  with  regard  to 
which  we  differ  from  the  leaders  of  the 
English  trade  unionists.  The  fiscal  ques- 
tion is  a  case  in  point.  The  majority  of 
the  trade  unionists  and  of  the  worVing 
classes  in  England  are  in  favour  of  free- 
trade.  I  dare  say  that  if  I  were  in  Scot- 
land again  I  also  ^ould  be  opposed  to  any 
duties  upon  the  food  of  the  people.  The 
situation  is  altogether  different  in  Australia. 
While  I  might  be  a  free-trader  in  the  old 
country,  I  am  a  protectionist  here,  and  I 
believe  that  the  majority  of  the  workers  of 
Australia  are  also  protectionists.  We  must  es- 
pecially bear  in  mind  that  there  are  good  and 
sufficient  reasons  why  the  trade  unicmists  in 
England  are  opposed  to  compulsory  arbi- 
tration. Those  reasons  are  well  known  to 
those  who  Have  lived  in  England,  and  who 
are  aware  of  the  prejudice  against  trade 
unionists  whenever  they  go  into  a  Law 
Court.  If  the  workers  ot  Australia  were 
in  the  same  predicament  as  are  the  English 
trade  unionists,  they  also  might  be  opposed 
to  ccnnpulsory  arbitration.  Professor  Tho- 
Told  Rogers,  in  his  well  known  work,  Six 
Centuries  of  Work  and  Wages,  a  book  that 
for  historical  research  may  very  well  be 
described  as  one  of  the  great  historical 
classics,  written  by  a  man  who  is  an 
acknowledged  authority  on  the  subject, 
gives  good  reasons  for  the  prejudice  which 
exists  in  the  minds  of  English  working 
people  against  the  Law  Courts.  He  points 
out  that  the  English  working  classes  have 
had  centuries  pf  compulsory  arbitration. 
Compulsory  arbitration  laws  were  in 
force  in  England  from  about  the 
middle  of  the  sixteenth  century,  right  up 
to  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century. 
During  the  whole  of  that  time  those  laws 
were,  in  their  administration,  utterly  un- 
favorable to  the  workers.  It  is  no  wonder, 
therefore,  that  to-day  thev  are  suspicious 
about  having  anything  to  do  with  the  Law 
Courts. 

Senator  Fearce. — The  honorable  senator 
is  referring  to  ctunpulsory  wage  laws. 


Senator  DE  LARGIE.— It  was  compul- 
sory arbitration  in  the  worst  form. 
The  workers  were  not  admitted  into  the 
Courts  to  which  their  employers  had  ac- 
cess. The  employers  had  the  fixing  of 
the  wages,  with  the  assistance  of  their 
friends  in  the  Courts,  and  the  workers  were 
never  allowed  to  enter  the  Court  to  say 
a  word  in  their  own  behalf. 

Senator  Pearce. — ^Then  it  was  no  ar- 
bitration. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — It  was  com- 
pulsory arbitration  with  all  the  compul- 
sion on  one  sid&  The  Courts  enforced 
their  powers  in  as  drastic  a  manner  as 
could  be.  It  is  because  of  that  lingering 
prejudice  against  the  Judges  that  the 
workers  in  England  are  opposed  to  putting 
into  the  hand  of  any  Judge  the  fixing  of 
their  rates  of  wages. 

Senator  Gray. — They  do  not  give  that 
reason  themselves. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  beg  the  hon- 
orable senator's  pardon;  that  is  the  reason 
they  invariably  give 

Senator  Sir  JosiAH  Symon. — These  are 
old  and  obsolete  laws. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — But,  unfortu- 
nately, the  prejudice  still  exists — perhaps 
not  to  the  same  extent  as  in  by-gone  days. 

Senator  Dobson. — The  reason  given  by 
the  English  trade  unionists  for  opposing 
compulsory  arbitration  is  that  they  do  not 
wish  to  give  up  the  power  to  strike. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — Because  they 
have  not  sufficient  confidence  in  the  Courts. 
But  the  honorable  and  learned  senator  must 
not  imagine  that  the  English  working  man 
is  so  much  in  love  with  so  barbarous  a 
method  as  a  strike  that  he  will  not  give 
it  up  if  he  can  get  something  better. 

Senator  Dobson. — They  say  that  com- 
pulsory arbitration  is  not  better. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — Let  me  quote 
from  Profesor  Thorold  Rogers*  book,  in 
order  to  show  what  I  mean.  On  page  398, 
of  Volume  II.,  he  says: — 

I  contend  that  from  1563  to  1824  a  conspiracy, 
concocted  by  the  law,  and  carried  out  by  parties 
interested  in  its  success,  was  entered  into  to 
cheat  the  English  workman  of  his  wages,  to  tie 
him  to  the  soil,  to  deprive  him  of  hope,  and  to 
degrade  him  into  irremediable  poverty.  In  a 
subsequent  chapter,  I  shall  dwell  on  C^e  pallia- 
tives which  were  adopted  in  order  to  mitigate 
the  worst  and  most  intolerable  burdens  of  his 
life — palliatives  which  were  rendered  necessary 
by  no  fault  of  bis,  but  by  the  deliberate  malignity 
of  Governments  and  Parliaments.  For  more  than 
two  centuries  and  a  half,  the  English  law,  and 
those  who  administered  the  law,  were  engaged  in 
grinding  the  English  workman  down  to  the  lowest 
pittance,  in  stamping  out  every  expression  or  act 
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which  indicated  an^  organized  discontent,  and  in 
multiplyioc  penalties  upon  him  when  he  thought 
of  his  natural  rights.  1  am  not  deceived  by  the 
hypocrisy  which  the  preamble  of  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament habitually  contains,  and  the  assertions 
which  are  as  habitually  contradicted  by  the  de- 
tails of  the  measure. 

Senabv  Gkay. — ^That  was  class  domina- 
tion. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.  —  Yes,  with 
a  vengeance  I  Those  are  not  the  words 
of  a  labour  man  or  of  a  trade  union 
leader,  although  I  suppose  that  the 
working  classes  in  England  never  had  a 
better  friend  than  Professor  Thorold 
Rogers.  He  was  no  paid  agitator,  but  the 
Professor  of  Political  Eamomy  in  Oxford 
University.  These  are  the  conclusions 
which  he  came  to  after  a  lifelong  study  of 
industria!  affairs.  There  is  another  sen- 
tence from  his  book  which  I  wfll  quote.  He 
says  at  page  507 — 

But  from  the  days  of  the  Stuarts,  the  judges 
were  servile,  timid,  and  the  enemies  of  personal 
liberty.  Over  and  over  again  Parliament  has 
interposed  to  sweep  away  precedents  which  have 
coerced  natural  liberty,  ana  interpretations  which 
have  violated  justice.  For  generations  it  seems 
that  the  worst  enemies  of  public  and  private 
liberty  were  those  courts  whose  duty  it  was  to 
adjuincate  equitably,  and  to  state  the  law  with 
fairness. 

Further  on,  at  page  508,  he  says — 

For  nearly  five  centuries  law  after  law  bad 
been  passed  under  which  the  workman's  wages 
had  been  regulated,  for  the  reputed  advantage 
of  their  employers. 

Lower  down  he  speaks  of — 

The  ingeauity  of  the  judges,  always  interested 
in  the  defence  of  property  and  very  little  friendly 

to  that  of  liberty. 

I  dare  say  that  no  stronger  indictment  has 
ever  been  made  against  Judges  than  is  con- 
tained in  this  book  against  the  Judges  of  the 
English  Law  Courts. 

Senator  Dobson. — Does  he  give  suiy  evi- 
dence that  such  a  state  of  things  existed  ? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— The  two  vol- 
umes are  crowded  with  evidence^  I  should 
advise  my  honorable  and  learned  friend  to 
read  this  book.  He  will  get  frran  it  far 
more  of  the  real  history  of  England  than  he 
could  get  from  a  dozen  of  the  ordinary  his- 
torical novels  which  contain  accoimts  of  the 
lives  of  Kings  and  Queens  and  descriptions 
of  battles.  In  Professor  Thorold  Rogers' 
work  we  have  the  real  kernel  of  the  history 
of  the  English  people.  In  the  face  of  these 
facts  no  one  need  be  astonished  that  the 
workers  of  England  are  opposed  to  com- 
pulsory arbitration,  because  there  is  no  get- 
ting away  frcHU  the  fact  that  the  workers 
are  still  hopelessly  in  a  minority   in  the 


English  Parliam^t,  and  cannot  therefore 
expect  that  any  compulsory  arbitration  laws 
would  be  framed  and  adnunistered  in  their 
interests.  In  <me  Houi^  the  House 
of  Lords,  they  axe  totally  unxepce- 
sented,  whilst  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, out  of  nearly  700  members,  there 
are  only  about  a  score  who  can  be  said  to 
be  in  any  degree  representative  of  labour. 
Until  such  time  as  the  English  workizig 
classes  are  able  to  make  ^eir  political 
power  felt  in  Parliament  I  believe  they 
will  continue  to  be  <H)posed  to  compulsory 
arbitratioiL  It  is  altc^ther  different  id 
Australia,  where  the  workers  have  pcriitical 
power,  where  they  exercise  it,  and  wbeie 
they  are  in  a  position  to  secnre  justice,  and 
to  see  that  the  Judges  who  are  apposed 
are  fit  for  their  positions. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon.— The  honor- 
able senator  surely  does  rot  say  that  the 
Judges  in  England  are  not  fit  to  deal  with 
lhe<ie  .natters? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  do  not  think 
it  needs  any  testimony  of  mine.  If  the 
honorable  and  learned  senator  will  read 
Professor  Thorold  Rogers'  book,  he  will  get 
a  better  idea  than  any  words  of  mine  could 
give. 

Senator  Sir  JosiAH  Symon. — ^The  honor- 
able senator  does  not  say  that  the  Judges  ot 
England  are  not  impartial  ? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— It  was  my  ex- 
perience when  I  lived  in  the  West  of  Scot- 
land, that  the  moment  a  man  was  described 
in  Court  as  a  trade  unionist,  there  was  a  pre- 
judice against  him,  and  iustice  was  to  some 
extent  denied  to  him.  If  the  same  state  of 
things  prevails  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  England,  I  do  not  wander  that 
there  is  such  opposition  to  compulsory  arhi- 
tiation. 

Senator  Drake. — The  state  of  things 
which  the  honorable  senator  has  described 
applies  only  to  a  period — from  the  time  of 
Charles  II. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— It  applies  from 
1568  to  1824 — extending  over  some  hun 
dreds  of  years. 

Senator  Dobson. — The  book  is  of  no  use^ 
unless  it  deals  with  matters  later  than  1824. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  should  now 
like  to  turn  to  the  anti-socialistic  part  of  my 
remarks,  and  to  leave  the  subject  of  oompul- 
sory  arbitraticm  for  another  occasion.  I 
shall  be  able,  perhaps,  to  deal  more  tho- 
roughly with  it  when  the  Bill  is  bef<»e  us. 
As  the  members  of  the  Government  have 
not  taken  the  opportunity  to  discuss  their 
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anti- Socialism,  I  am  obliged  to  criticise  the 
xemarks  of  some  of  their  supporters.  The 
leaders  of  the  Government  have  kept  clear  of 
that  very  touchy  subject.  I  should  have 
thought  that  those  who  were  opposed  to 
Socialism  would  have  wished  to  point  out 
what,  in  their  opinion,  is  bad  about  it.  But 
we  have  had  mere  general  statements  against 
it.  Senator  Dobson  has  spoken  of  "the 
wicked  ideas  "  of  the  Labour  Party.  Of 
course,  we  know  that  he  used  those  words  in 
an  economic  sense. 

Senator  Dobson. — How  often  have  I  said 
that  the  word  "  wicked  "  was  applied  to 
Mr.  Tom  Mann's  idea  of  taxing  people  out 
of  their  property  ?  The  honcwable  senator's 
ideas  of  Socialism  axe  simply  wrong,  not 
wicked*  any  more  than  mine  are. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — I  am  using  Sena- 
tor Dobsoa's  exact  words,  as  reported.  He 
spoke  of  the  "  widced  ideas  of  the  Labour 
Party." 

Senator  Dobson. — It  is  not  wicked  to 
suggnt  a  temedy  that  is  wrong ;  it  is  wicked 
to  suggest  a  remedy  that  is  unjust 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— It  is  for  Senator 
Dobson  to  say  what  he  means ;  I  am  taking 
the  words  which  he  used.  It  is  only  right 
that  we  should  criticise  these  general  con- 
demnations of  Socialism.  We  contend  th.it 
the  present  system  is  wasteful  and  cruel.  It 
i.s  cruel  to  the  most  useful  section  ot 
the  community  who  are  the  greatest 
wealth  producers;  and  it  is  also  unjust 
Holding  these  views,  as  we  do,  and  aiming 
at  the  removal  of  the  injustices  due  to  the 
present  system,  when  we  put  forward  our 
case  it  should  revive  impartial  consideration 
instead  of  general  abuse.  Misrepresenta- 
tion and  abuse  will  not  do  our  cause  much 
harm.  We  have  been  subjected  to  that 
kind  of  thing  for  a  very  Itmg  time,  but  it 
has  not  prevented  the  progress  of  our  cause. 
We  at  present  form  the  (mly  political  party 
in  Australia  that  is  increasing  in  numbers. 
The  supporters  of  our  party  are  spreading 
outside  the  ordinary  ranks  of  labour. 
Hitherto  it  was  understood  that  we  could 
count  upon  support  for  the  Labour  Party 
only  from  manual  workers  and  the  trade 
unionists  of  the  community,  but  the  last 
election  showed  that  there  are  to-day  a  very 
great  many  supporters  of  the  Labour  Party 
who  cannot  be  included  amongst  the  ordi- 
nary trade  unionists  in  the  community- 
Honorable  senators  opposite  who,  for  want 
of  a  case,  abuse  the  other  side,  are  playing 
a  losing  game.  If  they  were  wise  in  their 
generation,  believing  our  principles  to  be 


wicked,  they  should  expose  them,  and  ^w 
in  what  wa;^  they  are  wicked.  If  they  did 
that  they  migjht  indulge  some  hope  of  aug- 
menting their  numbers,  but  merely  to  say 
that  our  principles  are  wicked  will  not  add 
to  their  numbers  in  any  way.  We  have 
given  every  opportunity  for  the  discussion 
of  our  principles  in  this  Chamber.  The 
principles  of  the  Labour  Party  have  been 
publiidied  broadcast  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth. The  representatives  of  the 
press  are  admitted  to  our  annual 
conferences,  and  give  reports  of  their 
proceedings.  When  the  work  of  the 
conference  has  been  completed,  and 
the  platform  has  been  framed,  it  is  pub- 
lished throughout  the  land.  On  the  elec- 
tion platform  in  every  State  we  advocate 
the  same  principles.  At  the  late  Federal 
elections  the  same  principles  were  being 
advocated  by  labour  candidates  in  Western 
Australia,  in  Northern  Queensland,  and 
throughout  all  the  States  of  the  Common- 
wealth, at  the  same  time.  Two  of  the  most 
important  planks  in  our  plaffmm  have  re- 
lation to  the  nationalization  of  the  tobacco 
and  ir(Mi  industries,  and  when  the  elections 
were  concluded  we  took  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity to  place  moticms  dealing  with  those 
subjects  on  the  business  paper  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  to  have  them  discussed.  I  am 
pleased  to  say  that  they  were  not  only  dis- 
cussed, but  were  carried  by  majorities  in 
the  Senate.  This  should  show  that  we  do 
not  try  to  burk  discussion,  or  to  hide  our 
real  opinions:  On  the  contrary,  we  avail 
ourselves  of  every  opportunity  to  have  light 
thrown  upon  them,  and  if  our  opponents 
are  able  to  refute  our  arguments  they  at 
least  have  every  opportunity  to  do  so. 

Senator  Dawson.— When  they  had  the 
chance  fbey  could  not  do  it. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— Senator  Daw- 
son reminds  me  that  when  the  two  motions 
to  which  I  have  referred  were  being  dis- 
cussed there  was  very  little  opposition  to 
them.  Nothing  has  surprised  me  more  than 
to  find  that  honorable  senators,  who  are  so 
violent  outside  this  Chamber  in  their  oppo- 
sition to  Socialism,  exhibit  very  little  of  that 
opposition  inside  its  walls.  Their  courage 
appeared  to  "  ooze  out  at  their  fingers'  ends  " 
when  they  had  to  meet  the  arguments  of 
Senator  Pearce  on  the  motion  for  the 
nationalization  of  the  tobacco  industry,  and 
my  own  arguments  in  support  of  the  nation- 
alization of  the  iron  industry. 

Senator  Pulspobd.— This  is  very  poor 

Digitjzed  by  Google 


4596  Ministerial  [SENATE.]  Statement. 


Senator  DE  LARGIE.— The  honorable 
senator  is  aware  that  what  I  am  saying  is 
true.  He  was  one  of  the  silent  senators  on 
the  occasion  to  which  I  refer,  and  iKd  not 

avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  to  refute 
the  cases  we  sfubmitted.  Let  us  see  what 
prospect  is  held  out  to  us  by  the  continu- 
ance of  the  system  which  honorable  sena- 
tors opposite  desire  to  maintain.  What 
prospect  does  it  offer  for  enlarging  the 
avenues  ot  employment  in  this  coimtry  ?  If 
the  motion  which  I  submitted  in  connexion 
with  the  iron  industry  were  given  efF«t  to, 
it  would  find  employment  for  a  large  num- 
ber of  people.  That  can  only  be  d<»ie  by 
the  nationaFization  of  the  industry.  We 
were  able  to  prove  that  it  could  be  effected 
without  injury  to  any  individual  or  to  any 
interest,  vested  or  otherwise.  We  were 
able  to  show  that  if  the  iron  industry  were 
established  as  a  national  undertaking,  it 
would  be  the  means  of  establishing  other 
branches  of  industry,  because  one  result 
would  be  that  manufacturers  would  be  en- 
abled to  c^ain  the  raw  material  they  require 
at  a  cheaper  rate  than  they  can  procure  it  at 
the  present  time.  Notwithstanding  all  this, 
hcmorable  senators  opposite  appear  to  be 
as  far  as  ever  from  bemg  ccmvinced  of  the 
benefits  of  Socialism.  The  only  prospect 
which  they  hold  out  to  us  for  the  establish- 
ment of  industries  in  the  future  is  outlined 
in  the  free-trade  essays  of  the  present  Prime 
Minister,  frran  which  I  propose  to  quote. 
This  is  what  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
writes,  with  respect  to  the  time  at  which 
industries  are  to  be  established  in  Austra- 
lia, and  the  crop  misery  we  are  to  reap 
at  the  same  time  

The  PRESIDENT.— Is  the  honorable 
senator  proposing  to  quote  from  a  debate 
of  the  present  session  ? 

Senator  DE  LAR'OIE. — No,  frcnn  prize 
essays  written  by  the  present  Prime  Min- 
ister, and  published  many  years  aga  The 
quotation  I  pn^iose  to  make  reads  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Raw  mtkteriAl  we  poueit  in  abundance. 
MBchinery,  skill,  and  experience  can  be  bought, 
but  it  U  the  high  wages  and  short  hours  of  the 
workingmen  of  Australia  which  checks  the  colo- 
nial capitalist  who  would  become  a  manufac> 
turer.  The  protectionist  declaiming  to  the  elec- 
tors of  Victoria  from  the  hustings,  beseeches  them 
to  provide  employment  for  their  children,  but 
the  secret  prayer  of  the  capitalist  is ;  Reduce 
wages  and  increase  the  hours  of  labour.  Give 
him  labour  at  English  rates,  and  willing  to  work 
English  hours,  and  he  will  soon  compete  with  the 
pauper  labour  of  Europe.  But  so  long  as  Aus- 
tralian labour  remains  at  its  present  rates,  which, 
all  things  considered,  are  higher  than  those  in 


any  other  part  of  the  world,  and  so  long  a* 
eight  hours  for  work,  eight  hours  for  recreatioci, 
and  eight  hours  for  sleep  is  the  maxim  of  our 
labour  councils,  the  capitalists  know  tbat  the 
idea  of  a  great  colonial  mauufactuhng  interesi — 
in  the  sense  in  which  that  of  England  or  France 
or  Belgium  is  great — is  an  idle  and  extravagant 
dream. 

What  prospect  does  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman  hold  out  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  industries  in  Australia  7 
Honorable  senators  who  oppose  the  commo.-i- 
sense  practical  proposals  placed  before 
them  b^  the  Labour  Party  see  no  prospect 
but  this  for  the  establishment  of  indus- 
tries. 

Senator  Puxsford. — Can  the  h<xiorab]e 
senator  give  the  date  of  his  quotati(nis? 

Senator  DE  lARGXE.— I  believe  that 
what  I  have  read  was  written  many  yean 
aga 

Senator   PtJLsroRO. — ^Twwity-five  years 
ago,  probably. 

Senator  Dawson. — Have  the  views  of 
the  Prime  Minister  changed  ? 

Senator  Fulsford. — The  population  of 
Australia  has  changed  wonderfully. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— Unfortunately 
for  the  honorable  senator's  argument,  the 
population  of  Australia  has  not  changed 
wonderfully.  I  can  give  Senator  Fuls- 
ford a  more  recent  quotation  from 
remarks  made  by  the  present  Prime  Min- 
ister, when  speaJdng  on  a  want  of  confi- 
dence motion,  in  another  place,  during  the 
existence  of  the  late  Parliament.  This  is 
the  prospect  which  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  then  held  out  to  the  workers 
of  Australia — 

In  the  plenitude  of  time  when  our  millions 
become  tens  of  millions,  we  shall  have  a  crop  of 
misery  which  will  solve  the  difl&culty  in  regard  to 
cheap  manufactures. 

What  a  beautiful  prospect  there  will  be  for 
workers  in  the  future,  if  the  private  enter- 
prise principles  of  the  present  Goverrunent 
are  given  c^ect  to  I  In  the  future,  when 
we  have  ten  millions  of  starving  people  in 
Australia,  we  shall  have  our  industries  es- 
tablished. 

Senator  Sir  Wxluaic  Zeal. — ^Ten  mH- 

lions  ? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — I  am  quoting 
the  words  of  the  present  Prime  Minister. 
The  right  honorable  gentleman  speaks  of 

the  plenitude  of  time  when  our  millions 
shall  have  become  tens-  of  millions  of 
starving  people,  and  he  says  that  the  pro- 
blem as  to  how  we  are  going  to  estsA»lish 
industries  will  then  be  served.  Under  pri- 
vate enterprise  we  are  to  have  none  of  thoe 
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industries  established  until  we  are  in  a  posi- 
tion of  beggary  and  misery.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  the  workers  of  Australia  will  wait 
so  long  for  so  poc»  a  reward.  We  know 
what  private  enterprise  has  brought  to  every 
country  in  the  world.  Whether  we  con- 
«der  England  or  any  part  of  the  continent 
of  Eurv^  we  find  the  same  desolate  state 
of  affairs  in  them  all.  We  have  it  on  the 
authority  of  no  less  a  statesman  than  Mr. 
Campbell -Bannerman  that  at  the  present 
time  there  are  no  less  than  12,000,000  of 
starving  people  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Senator  Sir  Williau  Zbal. — Mr.  Camp- 
bell -Bannerman  denied  that  he  said  that. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — I  do  not  know 
whether  he  denied  it  or  not,  but  one  thing 
is  sure,  and  that  is  that  the  statistics  from 
which  he  quoted  are  in  black  and  white. 
The  statistics  are  to  be  found  in  Rowntree's 
work  on  the  city  of  York,  and  Booth's  work 
on  the  city  of  London,  and  whether  Mr. 
Campbell-Bannerman  denied  them  or  not 
his  words  remain  true. 

Senator  Sir  Wiluam  Zeal. — ^The  honOT- 
able  senator  has  not  given  a  fair  quotatioi  of 

what  Mr.  Campbell -Bannerman  said. 

'Senator  DE  LARGIE.— Senator  Zeal 
will  be  able  to  see  later  whether  I  have  mis- 
quoted Mr.  Campbell -Bannerman  or  not. 
The  words  of  the  late  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  the  Right  Honwable 
Joseph  iChaxdberlain,  should  carry  seme 
weight  in  present-day  politics,  because  his 
is  one  of  the  <nost  active  minds  in  the  pub- 
lic life  of  the  old  country.  This  is  what 
he  says  of  the  present  position  of  affairs  in 
England.  I  quote  from  page  24  of  a  work 
by  Robert  Blatchfcwd,  entitled  Britain  for 
the  British — 

The  rights  of  property  have  been  80  much  ex- 
tended that  the  rights  of  the  community  have  al- 
most altogether  disappeared,  and  it  is  hardly  too 
much  to  say  that  the  prosperity  and  the  comfort 
and  the  liberty  of  a  great  proportion  of  the  popu- 
lation have  been  laid  at  the  feet  of  a  small  num- 
ber of  proprietors,  who  "neitheT  toil  nor  spin." 

Senator  Drake. — ^What  is  the  date  of 
that  speech  ? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.  —  The  book  in 

which  it  appears  was  published  in  1902,  but 
the  date  of  the  speech  is  not  given.  Mr. 
Chamberlain  also  said — 

For  my  part  neither  sneers  nor  abase  nor  op- 
position shall  induce  mc  to  accept  as  the  will 
of  the  Almighty,  and  the  unalterable  dispensa- 
tion of  His  providence,  a  state  of  things  tinder 
which  millioni  lead  sordid,  hopeless  livet  with* 
out  pleasure  in  Uie  present,  and  without  pm- 
pect  for  the  future. 


Senator  PuLSFORa — Hear,  hear ;  we  can 
all  say  that. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— Mr.  Chamber- 
lain also  said — 

The  ordinary  conditions  of  life  among  a  large 
proportion  of  the  population  are  such  that  com- 
mon decency  is  absolutely  impossible ;  and  all 
this  goes  on  in  sight  of  the  mansions  of  the  rich, 
where  undoubtedly  there  are  people  who  would 
gladly  remedy  it  if  they  could.  It  goes  on  ia  the 
presence  of  wasteful  extravagance  and-  luxury, 
which  bring  but  little  pleasure  to  those  who  in- 
dulge in  them ;  and  private  charity  is  powerless, 
religious  organizations  can  do  nothing  to  remedy 
the  evils  which  are  so  deep-seated  in  our  social 
system. 

The  policy  of  honorable  senators  opposite 
would  but  bring  about  a  similar  state  of 
affairs  in  this  young  country.  When  we  are 
told  that  we  are  wicked  in  submitting  pro- 
posals which  would  prevent  such  a  state  of 
affairs,  honorable  senators  who  hold  that 
view  should  try  to  understand  what  Social- 
ism is,  and  what  it  is  not.  Here  is  a  quo- 
tation taken  from  a  leading  article  appear- 
ing in  a  recent  issue  of  a  Glasgow  single- 
tax  newspaper—- 

Some  may  be  disappointed  and  dismayed  at 
the  fact  that  more  than  fifty  years  after  the  re- 
peal of  the  Com  Laws,  and  just  as  we  arr 
about  to  celebrate  Cobden's  centenary  we  are  face 
to  face  with  a  determined  attempt  to  reverse 
the  enlightened  policy  that  Cobden  championed. 
They  may  be  disconcerted  to  find  that  even 
under  a  system  of  free  imports  of  food  some  30 
per  cent,  cf  our  people  ire  chronically  underfed. 
This,  Mr.  Cbaa.  Booth  tells  us  is  the  case  in 
London;  this  Mr.  Rowntree  tells  us  is  the  case 
in  York;  while  Sir  John  Gorst,  ex-Minister  for 
Education  in  the  prLsent  Government,  stated,  in 
an  interview  published  in  the  Daily  News,  thai 
some  months  ago  two  doctors  examined  300  child* 
ren  from  the  public  schools  of  Edinbni^h  and 
Aberdeen,  and  of  these  children  they  found  thai 
17  per  cent,  were  diseased,  30  per  cent,  of  them 
being  diseased  because  they  were  unfed. 

That  is  the  state  of  affairs  existing  in  the 
England  and  Scotland  of  to-day.  That  is 
a  condition  of  affairs  which  we  desire  to 
avoid  in  this  fair  young  land  of  ours.  I 
have  no  doubt  that,  so  long  as  we  have  in 
operation  the  system  of  private  enterprize, 
the  same  results  will  follow  from  it  as  have 
attended  its  operations  in  the  past.  No 
doubt  compulsory  arbitration,  anti-sweating 
laws,  and  such  legislation  may  do  much  to 
remedy  the  evils  of  the  system,  but  they  can 
never  wholly  remove  them.  What  we  desire 
is  not  to  apply  a  little  ointment  to  ease  the 
sore,  but  to  cut  it  clean  out  of  the  body 
politic,  that  we  may  have  a  healthy  state 
of  public  affairs.  How  is  it  that  in  a  coun- 
try like  Great  Britain  such  a  state  of  affairs 
as  is  picfured  in  the  quotati(xi8  I  have  made 
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can  exist?  Is  it  because  the  country  is 
poor?  Every  one  will  admit  that  Britain 
is  one  of  the  richest  countries  on  the  face 
of  God's  eardi.  There  is  wealth  there  in 
abundance,  storehouses  and  granaries  are 
overflowing  with  wealth  of  every  descrip- 
tion. 

Senator  Fsases. — ^Tbe  result  of  private 
enterprise- 
Senator  DE  LARGIE.— And  prevented 

from  being  used  by  private  enterprise. 
Great  as  is  the  amount  of  production 
under  private  enterprise,  it  would  be  still 
greater  under  the  co-operation  represented 
by  State  SocialisriL  The  secret  of  the  whole 
matter  is  that,  while  under  the  present  sys- 
tem the  production  is  all  right,  the  con- 
sumption is  all  wrong.  Private  enterprise 
produces  for  profit,  and,  while  I  do  not 
blame  individuals,  I  blame  the  system, 
which  is  what  we  desire  to  alter.  Pro- 
duction for  profit  is  the  kernel  of  th^  whole 
problem,  and  the  desire  of  the  Socialists  is 
to  produce .  for  use,  so  that  when  there 
is  an  abundance  it  may  be  consumed,  and 
thus  create  further  demand  and  employ- 
ment. At  present  when  workers  are  indus- 
trious and  produce  in  abundance  they  are 
only  preparing  a  time  of  starvation  for 
themselves.  As  they  fill  the  granaries  and 
warehouses,  there  looms  ahead  a  time 
of  unemployment  and  star\-ation — as  in 
England,  for  example,  of  iz,ooo,ooo 
people — as  the  result  of  orer-pruductton,  or 
rather  of  under-consumption.  I  wish  to 
take  this  opportunity  to  contradict  a  few 
of  the  charges  commonly  brought  against 
the  principle  of  Socialism.  I  do  not  know 
that  any  honorable  senators  are  guilty  of 
using  the  argument  that  Socialism  means 
confiscation. 

Senator  McGregor.  —  Senator  Dobson 
does. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— At  all  events 
the  charge  has  no  foundation.  Senator  Dob- 
son  lectured  the  good  dames  of  Toorak  and 
Caulfield  on  the  wicked  ideas  and  proposals 
of  the  Labour  Party.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  when  Senator  Pearre  introduced 
his  motion  to  nationalize  the  tobacco  indus- 
try, neither  he  nor  those  who  supjiorted  him 
mentionetl  the  word  "  confiscation  "  from  h:i 
ginning  to  end  of  the  debate.  Senator 
Pearce  showed  that  a  certain  amount  of 
money  would  have  to  be  provided  to  buy  up 
plant  and  property,  because  there  was  no  de- 
sire to  destroy  vested  interests  without  pay- 
ing 20S.  in  the 

^  Senator  Frasek. — But  how  are  we  to  pro- 
vide the  208.  in  the  j^i  ? 


Senator  DE  LARGIE.— If  the  bonorablt: 
senator  had  listened  to  the  debate,  or  if  be 
takes  the  trouble  to  consult  Hansard^  be 
may  ascertain  how  it  is  proposed  to  raiw  the 

mwiey. 

Senator  Sir  Wiluam  Zeal. — It  is  pro- 
posed to  take  the  mixiey  from  the  banks. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— And  I  do  not 
know  that  we  should  be  dcnng  wrong  in  tak- 
ing the  necessary  money  from  the  banks,  in 
the  strong-rocans  of  which  at  the  present 
time  many  millions  are  lying  absolutely  idle, 
and  of  no  use. 

Senator  Sir  William  Zeal. — ^Tbe  booor- 
able  senator  does  not  know  anything  about 
the  matter. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  am  villiog  to 
sit  at  the  feet  of  the  honorable  aenatoi: 

SenatOT  Sir  Wzluak  Zeal. — kt  any 
rate,  I  know  more  about  banking  than  does 
the  hcxiorable  senator. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — I  never  said 
anything  to  die  oxitrary;  and  if  the  honor- 
able senator  can  throw  any  W^i  cxi  the  sub- 
ject, I  sm  not  too  proud  to  learn. 

Senator  Pulsfordi — Is  money  doing  nn< 
thing  when  it  acts  as  a  guarantee? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE,— The  money 
could  be  used  and  a  guarantee  given.  In  re- 
ply to  Senator  demons,  I  may  say  that  there 
is  no  desire  to  injure  any  one  in 
using  money  at  present  lying  idle.  In 
1893  the  States  Govenunents  had  to  stand 
behind  the  banks  with  a  guarantee,  and 
surely  in  return  the  people  have  a  rig^  to 
some  reward,  more  especially,  wh^  no 
harm  can  follow.  Dr.  Fart^,  a  Carui- 
dian  gentleman,  was  in  Australia  some  time 
ago  in  axmexion  with  the  Rhodes  Sdiolar- 
ships,  and  I  had  a  long  chat  with  him  in 
Western  Australia  on  the  matter  of  the 
Canadian  Banking  Law.  Dr.  Parkyn 
assured  me  that  there  was  no  law  of  whii^ 
he  knew  in  Canada,  that  had  given  such 
general  satisfaction. 

Senator  Sir  Williaic  Zeal.  —  Many 
people  rob  other  pec^Ie  with  great  satis- 
factiwi. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  can  see  no 
robbery  or  ill-doing  in  using  money  thai 
would  otherwise  be  idle.  Dr.  Parkyn  in- 
formed me  that  the  Canadian  Banking  I-aw 
had  been  in  operation  for  stMnething  like 
thirty  years,  and  had  given  unqualified  satis- 
faction to  all  concerned ;  and,  in  reply  to  a 
question  from  me,  he  added  that  there  was 
no  likelihood  of  any  attempt  to  repeal  the 
measure.  I  am  sure  honorable  senators 
will  admit  that  no  Australian  Socialist  has 
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ever  advocated  anything  in  the  nature  of 
confiscation.  But  it  is  said  that  confiscar 
tion  is  advocated  by  Socialists  of  other 
countries.  What  have  we  to  do  with  what 
is  advocated  by  people  in  other  countries? 
Surely  our  load  of  .crime  is  heavy  enough 
without  being  called  upcxi  to  answer  for 
others?  !No  Socialist,  parliamentary  re- 
presentative, or  political  organization  ctMi- 
nected  with  the  wwkers,  has  ever  pn^x>sed 
anything  in  the  nature  of  c(xifiscati(ni,  and 
in  my  opinion  there  is  just  as  little  ground 
for  saying  that  there  is  advocacy  of  the 
kind  by  Socialists  of  standing  in  any 
part  of  the  world.  I  have  here  a 
pamphlet  by  one  of  the  foremost 
writers  on  political  economy  from 
the  sociaii^ic  stand-point — Karl  Kautsky. 
la  that  pami^let  it  is  shown  that  confisca- 
tion is  DO  part  of  the  policy  of  Socialism, 
and  I  shall  give  honorable  senators  the 
benefit  of  Kautsky 's  words  as  follows:  — 

Tbe  enemies  of  Socialism,  who,  to  hear 
them  talk,  one  would  imagine  know  better 
tbao  the  Socialists  themselves  what  these  are 
after,  and  who  usiune  to  ff»ecast  the  Socialist 
Republic  with  greater  accuracy  than  Socialists 
do,  also  declare  that  Socialism  can  never  come 
into  power  except  through  a  wholesale  confisca- 
tion of  property,  including  the  furniture  and  the 
small  savings  of  the  industrious  poor.  Next  to 
the  charge  of  contemplating  the  abolition "  of 
the  family,  this  one  of  "confiscation"  it  a 
favorite  one  with  the  mouth-pteces  of  capitalism. 
Confiscation  is  not  at  all  essential  to  Socialist 
society. 

It  will  be  se»i  that  there  is  just  as  little 
authority  to  say  that  the  continental  Social- 
ist is  in  favour  of  confiscation  as  there  is 
for  the  similar  charge  against  the  Austra- 
lian Socialist.  Another  favorite  old 
"chestnut"  advanced  against  Australian 
Socialism — though  the  charge  has  lost  its 
sting — is  that  of  advocating  free  love.  I 
should  say  that  this  particular  charge  has 
been  dropped  more  readily  in  Melbourne  than 
elsewhere,  because  we  find  Mr.  Welpole,  the 
mouth-piece  of  the  Employers'  Federation, 
placed  on  recwd  as  having  held  that  it  is 
tmreasonable  for  workers  to  think  that  capi- 
talists should  pay  wages  high  enough  to 
provide  workers  with  the  luxuries  of  wives 
and  children.  If  there  is  one  public  man 
in  Australia  against  wh(xn  it  can  be  urged 
that  he  has  advocated  something  in  the 
nature  of  free  love  it  is  Mr.  Walpole,  the 
paid  agitator  of  the  Employers*  Federation, 
because  he  regards  marriage  as  a  luxury. 
His  statement  Is  that  capitalists  cannot 
afford  to  pay  wages  high  enough  to  enable 
the  workers  to  marry ;  and  if  they  cannot 
marry  they  do  something  else.  The  present 


commercial  system  is  the  greatest  encourager 
of  free  love  possible. 

Senator  Drake. — Has  the  honorable  sen- 
ator the  exact  words  used  by  Mr.  Walpole? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— No;  but  the 
sense  of  the  words  are  burned  into  the 
minds  of  every  man  in  Australia,  and  it 
will  take  some  time  for  the  Employers' 
Federation  to  remove  the  impression.  Here 
is  a  quotation  from  another  pamphlet  by 
Carl  Kautsky,  entitled  The  Working 
Class: — 

Hand  in  hand  with  the  accnsati<Ki  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  family  bonds  goes  the  accusation  that 
Socialists  aim  at  a  community  of  wives.  This 
charge  is  as  false  as  the  other.  Socialists,  on 
the  contrary,  maintain  that  iust  the  reverse  of  a 
community  in  wives,  and  all  sexual  oppresai<m 
and  licence,  to  wit,  ideal  love,  will  be  the  forukda- 
ticm  of  matrimonial  connexions  in  a  Socialist 
Commtmwealth,  and  that  pure  love  can  only  pre- 
vail in  such  a  social  system.  What,  on  the  other 
hand,  do  we  see  to-day  ?  The  irrational  system 
of  modem  production  tears  the  sexes  apart.  It 
builds  up  fA«-towns  in  New  England,  and  Ac- 
towns  in  the  mining  districts  of  Pennsylvania, 
Illinois,  Ohio,  and  the  farther  West,  thereby 
directly  promoting  and  inciting  prostitution  as  a 
natural  and  inevitable  result. 

I  think  those  remarks  apply  very  directly 
to  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Australia.  In 
Victoria  we  see  the  same  results,  and  Mel- 
bourne is  what  may  be  described  as  a  " 
town,"  whereas  in  Western  Australia  we  find 
"  he  towns "  just  as  depicted  in  America. 
Kautsky  proceeds: — ■ 

Furthermore,  helpless  women,  forced  to  earn 
their  living  in  the  factories,  shops,  and  mines, 
fall  a  prey  to  capitalist  cupidity ;  the  capitalist 
takes  advantage  of  their  inexperience,  offers 
them  wages  loo  slight  for  their  support,  and  hints 
at,  or  even  brazenly  refers  them  to,  prostitution 
as  a  means  of  supplementing  their  income. 

I  think  we  had  a  controversy  in  the  press 
some  time  ago  on  this  very  subject. 

Everywhere  the  increase  of  female  labour  in 
industry  is  accompaoied  by  an  increase  of  prosti- 
tution. In  the  modem  State,  where  Christianity 
is  preached,  and  piousness  is  at  a  premium, 
many  a  "thriving"  branch  of  industry  is 
found,  whose  working  women  are  paid  so 
poorly  fhat  they  would  be  compelled  to 
starve  unless  tftey  prostituted  themselv«s ; 
and,  wonderful  -  to  say,  in  such  instances 
the  capitalist  will  ever  be  heard  to  protest  that 
these  small  wages  are  indispensable  to  enable  him 
to  compete  successfully  in  tbe  market,  and  to 
maintain  bis  establishment  in  a  "  thriving  "  con- 
dition. Prostitution  is  as  old  as  the  contrast 
between  rich  and  poor.  At  one  time,  however, 
prostitutes  constituted  a  middle-class  between 
beggars  and  thieves ;  they  were  then  an  article 
of  luxury  which  society  indulged  in,  but  the 
loss  of  which  would  in  no  way  have  endangered 
its  existence.  To-day,  however,  it  is  no  longer 
the  females  of  tlfe  slums  alone,  but  working 
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women,  who  are  compelled  to  sell  their  bodies  for 
money.  This  latter  sale  is  no  longer  simply  a 
matter  of  luxury ;  it  has  become  one  of  the  foun- 
dations upon  which  production  is  carried  on.  Under 
the  cajiitalist  system  of  production,  prostiiution 
becomes  a  pillar  of  society.  What  the  defenders 
of  this  social  system  falsely  charge  Socialists 
with,  is  the  very  thing  they  are  guilty  of  them- 
selves :  community  of  wives  is  a  feature  of  capi- 
talism. Indeed,  such  deep  roots  has  this  system 
of  community  of  wives  cast  ID  modem  society 
that  its  representatives  agree  in  declaring  prosti- 
tution to  be  a  necessary  thing. 

A  la  Walpole— 

They  cannot  understand  that  the  abolition  of 
the  proletariat  implies  the  abolition  of  prostitu- 
tion. So  deep  are  they  sunk  in  intellectual  stag- 
nation that  they  cannot  conceive  a  locial  system 
without  community  of  wives. 

But,  be  it  noted,  community  of  wives  has  ever 
been  an  invention  of  the  upper  layers  of  society, 
never  of  the  proletariat.  The  community  of  wives 
is  one  of  the  modes  of  exploiting  the  proletariat ; 
it  is  not  Socialism;  it  is  the  exact  opposite  of 
Socialism. 

I  think  that  is  sufficient  to  prove  that  there 
is  just  as  little  truth  in  the  charge  of  advo- 
cating free  love  as  there  is  in  the  charge  of 
advocating  confiscation.  A  l4iird  argument 
against  the  Labour  Party  is  that  we  pro- 
mote class  hatred.  We  are  told  that  our 
paid  agitators  stir  up  strife,  where  pre- 
viously there  has  been  peace  between  em- 
ployers and  employes ;  but  as  to  a  charge 
of  that  kind,  I  find  that  Senator  Dobson 
lays  himself  open  to  be  accused.  At  Caul- 
field,  only  last  month,  he  was  reported  to 
have  said — 

.  .  .  .  a  fight  between  class  and  class  was 
coining,  and  it  would  be  suicidal  folly  if  organi- 
zation was  not  pushed  on.  It  would  be  necessary 
at  election  time  to  combine  with  the  Employers' 
Federation  uid  Reform  I.eague  in  the  selection 
of  candidates. 

To  combine  with  Walpole,  for  instance — 

It  was  going  to  be  all  classes  against  the  Labour 
Party. 

Senator  Gray. — Did  not  Senatw  Dot»cm 
say  he  was  not  against  labour,  but  against 
the  Labour-caucus-Party? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  am  sorry  I 
cannot  enlighten  the  honorable  senator  on 
the  point. 

Senator  Okay. — Senator  Dobson  has 
stated  over  and  over  again  in  this  Chamber 
that  he  is  not  against  labour,  and  Senator 
de  Largie  ought  to  accept  his  word. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — I  do  not  know 
«cactly  what  Senator  Dobson  did  state — 
he  says  so  many  things  which  are  hard  to 
believe;  but  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  he 
did  not  make  use  of  the  words  I  have 
quoted. 


Senator   McGregor. — Senator  Dobaon 

said  that  the  Labour  Party  are  **  most  dan- 
gerous men." 
Senator  Sir  Wixxiam  2^£al. — So  they 

are. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— And  the  hooor- 
a&le  senator  is  a  perfect  gentleman  !  So  far 
as  Australia  is  concerned,  I  am  quite  satis- 
ged  that  in  Socialism  there  will  be  do  turn- 
ing back ;  we  have  gone  on  the  trade  too  far. 
We  have  in  our  public  institutions  too  many 
demonstrated  proofs  that  Sodalism  is  for 
the  advantage  of  the  country,  and  I  have 
very  little  fear  of  this  new-bom  anti-So- 
cialtstic  agitation.  The  agitation  will  fail, 
and  Socialism  will  go  on  extending  tuitil, 
at  all  events,  the  Socialism  advocated  by 
the  Labour  Party  in  the  near  future  is  an 
accomplished  fact.  I  believe  that  honor- 
able senators  who  now  c^)pose  the  Labour 
Party  will,  before  many  years  are  over, 
be  forced  by  circumstaixxs  to  adopt  and 
pass  into  law  the  ideas  advocated  to- 
day by  that  party.  Senator  demons  said 
he  had  leanted  fran  the  Labour  Party  in 
certain  directtcms,  and  I  hope  and  believe 
that  he  will  go  on  learning,  and  be  further 
influenced  by  their  ideas.  Compulsory 
arbitration,  old-age  pensions,  and  other 
humane  legislation  will  extend  instead  of 
diminishing.  We  are,  I  believe,  in  this 
class  of  legislaticm,  the  most  advanced 
people  on  the  earth  to-day ;  I  know  of  no 
country  in  the  world  with  such  fine  codes 
of  social  law  as  are  found  in  Australia  and 
New  Zealand.  But  we  have  not  got  to  the 
end  of  our  tether;  and  I  am  sure  that  any 
Government  whi«^  may  be  in  power  in  the 
future  wilK  by  necessity,  be  forced  to  pass 
t4ie  legislation  which  is  to-day  ad\'0cated  by 
the  Labour  Party, 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales). — I  wish  to  make  a  few  remarks 
on  some  phases  of  the  policy  of  the 
Government  as  recently  enunciated,  aiul 
particularly  to  address  myself  to  the 
announcement  with  regard  to  old-age 
pensions.  I  regret  that  at  this  very 
early  stage  of  their  existence,  the  Go- 
vernment should  have  acted  in  a  manner 
which  appears  to  me  to  be,  to  say  the  least, 
wanting  in  courtesy — I  might  almost  say 
wanting  in  candour.  Certainly,  it  was  un- 
generous for  the  Government  to  adopt  the 
policy  of  the  Senate  without  acknowledg- 
ment. When  an  author  copies  somethinK 
from  another  source  he  is  called  bv  an  ugly 
name  if  he  does  not  acknowledge  the  source 
of  his  inspirati(xi.  However.  I  dh  not  in- 
tend to  use  any  ugly  names,  ,  but  merely  to 
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make  a  passing  observation.  I  find  that 
the  Government  tell  us  that  their  policy  of 
negotiation  with  the  State  Governments  is 
the  only  possible  policy.  If  that  is  the 
case,  why  not  acknowledge  that  that  policy 
was  enunciated  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the 
Snnate  in  September,  1903? 

Senator  Fraser. — No  Government  ever 
took  it  up,  though. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD. — I  cannot  say 
that,  because  the  then  Prime  Minister,  Sir 
Edmund  Barton,  told  me  that  he  was  ^oing 
to  act  at  once  on  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate. 

Senatw  Fbaser. — It  was  never  acted 
(XI,  nevertheless. 

Senator  Lt.rCoI.  NEILD.— The  honor- 
able senator  perhaps  possesses  Ministerial 
secrets  which  are  not  in  my  keeping.  I 
cannot  say  what  the  Government  did. 

Senator  Fraser.— -It  is  a  matter  of  pub- 
lic notoriety. 

Senator  Lt  CoI.  KEILD.— I  really  do 
not  see  the  appositeness  of  the  observation. 
On  the  3nd  September,  1903,  I  submitted 
the  following  motion : — 

I.  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Senate  it  is  de- 
sirable that  a  system  of  old-age  pensions  be  estab- 
lislied  by  and  throughout  the  CoTninonweaUl). 

t.  That  the  Government  of  the  Commouweallli 
be  requested  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the 
Governments  of  the  States  constituting  the  Com- 
monwealth, with  a  view  to  giving  effect  to  the 
foregoing  propUkHl. 

The  representative  of  the  Government — 
Senator  Drake— spoke  m  support  of  the  mo 
lion  ;  it  was  briefly  spoken  to  by  various  hon- 
orable senators,  and  unanimously  adopted. 
Subsequently  Sir  Edmund  Barton,  the 
Prime  Minister,  told  me  that  he  would  cer- 
tainly at  once  act  i.n  the  resolution.  Whe- 
ther he  communrcated  with  the  Governments 
ot  the  States  or  not,  I  do  not  know.  Sena- 
tor Fraser  says  that  he  did  voi.  We  knowi 
that  he  remamed  in  office  a  very  short  time 
after  that  date. 

Senator  Eraser. — I  did  not  say  that;  1 
only  said  that  there  was  no  public  notice 
that  he  did. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NETLD.— No;  tlwugh 
theie  might  have  been  some  private  action 
taken.  It  would  have  been  only  courteous  to 
the  Chamber  for  the  Government  lo  acknow- 
ludge  the  source  of  the  inspiration  of  this 
item  of  their  policy. 

Smator  Gray.— Do  Gcwemments  ever  do 
that? 

Swator  Lt.-Cbl.  NEILD.— 1  think  so. 

Possiblv  it  was  through  an  oversight  that  it 
was  not  done.     But  I  think  I  am  justified 


in  mentioning  the  matter  without  any  more 
than  an  expression  of  regret  that  the  action 
of  the  Senate  was  not  recognised  in  this  im- 
portant detail.  Another  matter  has  be^n 
mentioned,  and  that  is  the  appointment  of  a 
Higii  Commissioner.  I  am  very  happy  to 
be  ai}le  to  entirely  agree  with  the  intention  of 
ttie  Government  to  take  no  actic^  in  the 
making  of  what,  to  my  view,  would 
be  at  the  present  time  an  expen- 
sive and  needless  appointment.  It' 
the  Agents- General  are  got  rid  of, 
or  transposed  into  general  agents,  there 
might  be  scope  for  some  work  for  a  High 
Commissioner,  provided  that  the  States  re- 
quired his  assistance. 

Senator  Fra^r. — There  should  be  only 
one  representative,  as  in  the  case  of  Canada. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD. — I  am  quite 
in  accord  with  my  honorable  friend's 
view.  But  if  we  appoint  a  High  Commis* 
sioner  we  cannot  compel  the  States  to  make 
use  of  his  services.  Until  they  are  willing 
to  utilize  his  services  we  have  no  need,  I 
think,  to  make  such  an  expensive  and  un- 
necessary apfXMntment.  It  is  proposed  to 
spend  a  considerable  sum  on  the  survey  of 
a  route  for  a  transcontinental  railway.  It 
seems  to  me  that  that  proposition  is  uncom- 
monly like  the  action  of  a  man  who 
engages  the  services  of  an  architect  to  de- 
sign a  house  when  he  does  not  know  whether 
he  intends  to  build,  and  when  he  has  not 
the  money  to  build.  Until  there  is  an  al- 
teration in  the  policy  of  this  Parliament  on 
the  su'bject  of  borrowing  it  is  quite  useless 
for  us  to  be  spending  money  on  a  survey 
for  a  railwav  that  we  have  not  the  money 
to  build.  We  cannot  build  the  line  out  of 
revenue,  because  it  is  estimated  to  cost 
^5,000,000,  and  unless  the  policy  of  this 
Parliament  is  changed  we  cannot  bonow. 
I  believe  that  in  New  South  Wales  there 
must  have  been  spent  at  least  ;£5oo,ooo  on 
surveys  for  railways  which  have  not  4>een 
built.  I  am  sure  that  I  am  within  the  mark 
when  I  say  that  that  immense  sum  has  been 
wasted  on  useless  surveys  which  were  un- 
dertaken merely  to  placate  somebody. 

Senator  McGregor. — Mr.  O'Sullivan  did 
not  do  it  all,  then? 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD. — No;  it  has 
been  done  bv  all  sorts  of  Ministries  and  all 
sorts  of  Ministers  during  the  last  thirt>- 
years.  I  do  not  wish  to  see  a  similar 
course  initiated  here.  If  we  have  made 
up  our  minds  to  build  this  railwav,  if  it 
can  be  constructed  at  a  reasonable  cost, 
then  get  a  survey  made,  but  do  not  get  it 
made  if  nothing  else  is  to  follow.  There 
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are  many'  points  in  connexion  with  the  pro- 
posed railway.    One  point  is  that  it  is  re- 
quired for  the  purpose  of  defence.  Surely 
we  might,  in  the  meantime,  mount  the  gun 
which  is  lying  scraewhere  about  Fremantle  ? 
I  read  the  other  day  that  the  folks  at  Fre- 
mantle do  not  want  the  gun,  because  they 
are  afraid  that  if  it  were  fired  the  windows 
in  the  town  would  be  broken.    It  does  not 
seem  to  me  to  be  a  very  wise  act  to  build 
a  railway  at  a  cost  of  millions  to  defend 
a  place  in  which  even  a  gun  is  not  wanted. 
There  was  a  deputation  frcrni  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  about  the  gun,  or  the  position 
of  the  fort.  The  General  OflScer  Commanding 
has  told  us  in  two  reports  that  there  are  no 
troops  to  take  the  field,  and  that  we  have  no 
equipment  for  any  field  force.    He  has  told 
us  plainly  that  it  is  of  no  use  to  make  this 
railway  for  defence  purposes   unless  we 
have  the  troops  to  send  by  it.   These  are 
all  propositions  that  have  to  be  considered. 
Another  question  is,  are  we  g(ung  to  make 
a  surrey  through  the  territory  of  a  State 
which  we  are  given  to  understand  is  opposed 
to  the  omstruction  of  thd  railway  ?  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  a  party  to  blocking  any  useful 
public  work,  but  I  certainly  must  see  that 
we  intend  to  do  something  more  than  make 
a  survey  just  to  placate  some  State.    If  it 
is  to  be  a  bond  fide  railway  construction,  that 
is  one  thing,  but  if  it  is  to  be  merely  a  sur- 
vey to  compensate  for  the  loss  of  a  port- 
folio in  the  Cabinet,  then  I  do  not  believe 
in  it    I  did  not  intend  to  speak  for  many 
minutes ;  but  there  is  one  matter  that  I  must 
menti(Hi  before  I  sit  down.  The  other  after- 
noon, Senator  Styles,  apparently   for  the 
purpose  of  making  an  attack  on  the  Prime 
Minister,  dragged  in  my  name,  and  I  did 
not  know  anything  about  his  reference  to  me 
until  my  attention  was  drawn  to  it  at 
lunchecm  to-day.    I  do  not  think  that  he 
intended  to  do  me  any  injurv. 
Senator  Styles. — Certainly  not. 
Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.—I  accept  the 
honorable  gentleman's  assurance.  I  shall  not 
refer  to  the  matter  at  sufficient  length  even 
to  quote  the  passages,  but  they  appear  in 
Hansard,  and  I  think  that  it  is  incumbent 
up<Hi  me  to  make  a  few  observations.  If 
Mr.  George  Reid  in  1896  did  anything 
which  was  deemed  unsatisfactory  that  is 
his  business.     I  do  not  stand  here  as  his 
apologist ;  he  can  apologize  for  himself 
and  fight  his  own  battle!.    In  making  his 
quotations,  Senator  Styles  overlooked,  un- 
intentionally, I  am  sure,  some  of  the  most 
important  features  of  this  little  matter. 
In  1896  I  was  sent  fat,  and  asked  if  I 


would  undertake  as  Commissioner  certain 
very  important  inquiries  in  Eur<^,  on  the 
subject    of     the     provisiwi    made  by 
English    and     Continental    nations  for 
old-age     and     accident     casualties.  I 
undertook,  without  emolument,  or  oot-of- 
pocket  expenses,  to  make  the  inquiries  as 
completely  as  any  other  man  ever  did,  aitd 
it  was  not  until  I  completed  my  report 
about  two  years  later  that  any  question  of 
payment  arose.      I  may  say,  in  passing, 
that  there  has  been  no  Commission  ever  ap- 
pointed on  the  Continent  or  in  England  that 
reported  in  less  time,  and    yet    I  had 
to    go    to    the     othet     end     of  the 
world   for  nine  months  of   the  period. 
Well,     having     completed ,  mv  report, 
Mr.  Reid  called  me  into  his'  room  at 
Parliament  House  one  night,  and  said  to 
me,  "I  had  no  idea  that  vou  were  grang 
to  do  such  monumental  work,  and  I  do  not 
consider  that  the  Colony  should  be  at  so 
great  an  advantage  to  the  detriment  of  a 
smgle  one  of  its  citizens,"  and  he  asked 
my  pe/nnission   to  place  a  sum  on  the 
Estimates  to  recoup  me  for  part  of  mv 
outlay.      Following  the  practice  of  ever; 
Government  for  the  prenous  twenty-five 
or  thirty  years,  a  sum  of  ;^35o  was  paid  to 
me  on  account  of  out-of-pocket  expenses, 
leaving  over  the  question  of  honorarium  for 
Parliament  to  vote  on  the  Estimates.  The 
question  of  payment  was  jaised,  and  b^ 
a  special  vote  of  the  Legislative  Assembiv 
the  members  of  the  Elections  and  Quali- 
fications Commihee— whose  report  would 
have  been  final— were  appdnted  as  a  Se- 
lect Committee  to  inquire  into  the  matter 
My  seat  was  challenged  very  unnaturallv. 
What  I  regret  is  that  Senator  Stvles  did 
not  catch  sight  of  the  report,  which  is  to 
be  found  m  Hansard,  wlume  roc,  and 
which  was  entirely  in  my  favour. 

Senator  Styles.— I  scarcely  mentioDed 
the  h(Hiorable  senator's  name. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.  —  My  name 
was  introduced  so  frequently  into  the  ex- 
tracts that  I  feel  compelled  to  briefiy  state 
the  facts  of  the  case,  and  leave  it  at  that. 
I  bear  no  ill-will  to  the  honorable  senator 
for  what  he  said,  but  one  stwy  is  good 
until  the  other  is  told.  The  whole  point 
was,  that  after  the  Committee  had  unani- 
mously decided  that  there  was  nothing  in 
my  action  that  called  for  anv  kind  of  in- 
tervention, I  paid  the  ;^35o  back  into  the 
Treasury— not  before,  but  after.  I  wouid 
not  take  the  mnwy  on  the  terms.  To-dar 
I  stand  in  this  position— that  the  New 
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South  Wales  Parliament  has  paid  £1^1  5s. 
for  translations  of  foreign  documoits,  whu:h 
it  has  never  recouped  me  for  purchasing. 
It  has  never  paid  me  for  my  ink  used  in 
writing  the  report,  nor  has  it  recouped  me 
the   sums  cha^d  against   my  London 
banking  account  for  documents  whidi  could 
not  be  obtained  from  diplomatic  sources.  I 
say  nothing  of  the  value  of  my  report,  and 
of  the  work  which  I  did.      That  work 
has  been  pronounced  upon  by  swne  of  the 
highest  authorities  in  the  world,  from  the 
present  King  of  England,  downwards.  As 
Prince  of  Wales,  His  Majesty  took  an  ac- 
tive part  upon  the  Royal  Commission  in 
England  which  dealt  with  this  subject,  and 
has  shown  in  his  regard  for  the  sufferings 
of  his  people  in  connezion  with  the  hos- 
pitals of  England  an  example  that  entitles 
him  to  our  highest  admiration  as  a  hu- 
manitarian, entirely  apart  from  his  dis- 
tinguished position  as  the  head  of  the 
Empire.      But,  as  a  matter  of  detail,  I 
pay  more  attention  to  the  ctwnmunication  re- 
cei\'ed  from  such  an  authority  as  the  Ccwn- 
missioner  on  Labour  in  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  from  men  like  Sir  Charles 
Dilke  and  Henry  Broadhurst,  in  England. 
Mr.    Joseph    Chamberlain    is,    I  sup- 
pose, recognised  as  one  of  those  prin- 
cipally  concerned   in   the  Old-Age  Pen- 
sions   tno\'ement.     I    might    refer  to 
his  correspondence.    But  I  will  let  these 
things  pass.    I  have  made  this  statement 
in  order  to  put  myself  right  with  the  Senate. 
I  merely  wish,  as  these  matters  affecting 
me  have  Been  mentioned  to  the  Senate,  to 
have  it  clearly  understood  that  I  have  not 
received  one  pen"ny  piece — not  even  the 
price  of  a  postage  stamp — in  connexion 
with  the  whole  affair ;  and  that  New  South 
Wates  stan(^  my  debt(»  even  for  cash  paid 
out  ot  pocket  for  the  very  documents  which 
the  Parliament  of  that  State  voted  j£i8r  55. 
to  have  translated.  I  am  not  sufficient  of  a 
linguist  to  translate  from  sixteen  European 
languages.    I  may  also  refer  to  the  fact 
that  some  of  the  largest  public  meetings 
ever  held  in  Australia,  in  the  Sydney  Town 
Hall,  have  in  the  most  enthusiastic  manner 
recognised  my  services  in  this  cause,  when 
I  have  not  been  present,  as  well  as  when 
1  have  been  present.    There  cannot  be  any 
possible  ground  for  any  imputation  of  any 
sort  against  me  in  the  matter,  considering 
the  manner  in  which,  three  years  ago,  my 
fellow    men    in    New    South  Wales, 
and    at    a   later   date,    last  December, 
my    fellow    men    and    women,  treated 
me  when  I  was    a  candidate  for  mem- 


bership of  this  distinguished  Chamber. 
Merely  in  order  that  there  may  be  a  brief 
explanation,  as  well  as  to  remove  the  pos- 
sibility of  misunderstanding — nc^  in  conse- 
quence of  anything  that  Senator  Styles 
said,  but  on  account  of  the  extracts  which 
he  read — I  have  made  these  personal  re- 
ferences. It  was  painful  to  me  to  make 
them,  but  deemed  ft  to  be  necessary  to 
do  so,  for  those  who  come  after  me. 

Senator  ERASER  (Victoria).— I  do  not 
often  speak,  so  that  I  have  no  apology  to 
offer  for  rising  on  this  occasion.  I  should 
not  have  spoken,  except  for  the  pressure 
that  I  feel  is  upon  me  to  explain  some  mat- 
ters tfiat  have  occurred  during  the  last  three 
and  a  half  years. 

Senator  Gitens. — They  require  sane  ex- 
plaining. 

Senator  FRASER. — Not  so  far  as  my 
own  conscience  is  concerned.  That  is  quite 
clear.  I  am  responsible  to  my  conscience, 
not  to  a  caucus.  There  will  be  no  hauling 
down  of  my  flag  in  that  respect  I  have 
been  challenged  wifli  having  desffrted  a 
former  Government.  Mr.  President,  it 
pained  me  very  much  to  do  so.  It  has 
been  said  that  I  came  into  this  Senate  as 
a  supporter  of  the  Barton  Government  I 
certainly  did  support,  and  was  willing  to 
support,  the  first  Government  of  this  Com- 
monwealtii  in  many  respects.  I  agreed 
with  the  Maitland  speech,  on  the  whole,  and 
I  was  upon  the  platform  to  hear  the  Mel- 
bourne Town  Hall  speech  of  our  first  Prime 
Minister.  I  listened  with  pleasure  to  his 
statement.  I  was  a  supporter  of  the  policy 
of  revenue  without  destruction.  I  said 
then  and  I  say  now  that  it  would  not  be 
right  and  proper  for  the  Commonwealth 
Government  to  destroy  wealth  that  had  been 
created  under  State  laws,  or  to  take  a  man's 
bread  and  butter  away  when  his  means  of 
livelihood  had  been  created  under  an  Act 
of  Parliament.  I  said  that  wherever  I 
spoke  at  the  electiois,  and  I  spoke  in  all 
parts  of  this  State.  I  am  prepared  to  say 
the  same  thing  to-day. 

Senator  Dawson. — The  hcmorable  sena- 
tor left  the  impression  that  he  was  a  pro- 
tectionist. 

Senator  FRASER. — I  supported  native 
industry  wberever  I  oould  see  that  an  in- 
dustry was  going  to  suooeed,  but  would 
not  support  duties  for  the  benefit''of  an 
induBtrv  for  all  time  where  I  could  see  that 
it  would  not  succeed.  I  am  more  inclined 
to  bonuses  than  to  any  other  method  of 
assisting  industries. 
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Senator  O'Keefe. — The  butter  bonuses? 
Senator  FRASER. — What  has  happened 
in  connexion  with  the  butter  bonuses  is  a 
revelation  to  me.   Those  who  are  guilty  of 
wrong  practices  should  suffer.    No  one  in 
this  Senate,  on  either  side,  is  inclined  to 
take  the  part  of  a  wrong-doer.  The  wrong- 
doer should  suffer,  no  matter  on  what  side 
of  politics  he  may  be.   But  there  is  not  a 
vote  which  I  gave  upon  the  Tariff  which  I 
would  alter  to-day  if  I  had  the  opportunity. 
The  first  item  in  the  Tariff,  as  will  be  re- 
membered, was  that  relating  to  ale  and 
porter.    Upon  that  I  supported  my  honor- 
able and  learned  friend,  who  is  now  the 
leader  of  the  Senate,  in  reducing  the  high 
duty  that  was  proposed,  to  the  level  of  the 
duty  imposed  under  the  Tariff  of  the  State 
of  Victoria.    That  duty  was  high  enough. 
I  knew  then,  and  I  know  now,  that  had  a 
very  high  duty  been  imposed,  with  a  small 
eircise,  the  big,  wealthy  breweries  of  Syd- 
ney and  Melbourne  wotild  have  been  able  to 
crush  out  the  breweries  in  the  smaller 
States.    When  the  import  duty  was  exces- 
sively high  the  imports  would  naturally  be 
diminished,  and  the  great  brewing  estab- 
lishments of  Melbourne  and  Sydney — I  am 
proud  of  them  and  wish  them  to  succeed, 
but  I ,  do  not  wish  them  to  succeed  by 
crushing  the  breweries  of  Tasmania,  or 
Queensland,  or.  Western  Australia — would 
have  been  able  to  imp(»t  their  beer  at  a  cheap 
rate  into  the  smaller  States  to  the  injury  of 
the  breweries  there.    It  was  purely  out  of 
consideration  for  the  smaller  States  that  I 
was  induced  to  vote  for  a  duty  such  as  had 
been  imposed  in  Victoria  before  the  estab- 
lishment of  Federation.  It  did  not  require 
much  pressure  to  induce  me  to  do  so. 

Senator  HiGGS. — What  caucus  supplied 
the  pressure? 

Senator  FRASER. — The  only  pressure 
exercised  upon  me  was  the  arguments  of 
the  present  leader  of  the  Senate.  No  other 
pressure  would  have  been  effective.  A 
caucus  would  have  no  effect  upon  me. 

Senator  Dawson. — Was  not  that  after 
the  honorable  senator  fell  out  with  the  Bar- 
ton Government  ? 

Senator  FRASER. — No;  but  I  may  an 
well  clear  up  this  matter.  I  may  as  well 
read  what  I  said  about  another  item  of  the 
Tariff — the  wheat  and  fodder  duties.  I 
invite  honorable  senators — I  do  not  say  I 
challenge  them,  because  I  do  not  wish  to 
he  offensive — to  lode  through  the  Tariff 
debates,  and  diallenge  me  upon  any  vote 
which  I  gave  in  regud  to  revenue  without 
destruction.  When  the  duty  with  regard  to 


wheat  and  fodder  was  before  the  Senate  I 
used  these  words — 

Then  what  is  the  use  of  prrteading  to  boltter 
up  the  fanner,  and  to  give  him  auistance  bv 
imposing  a  duty  upon  wheat?  It  is  ncUbe'r 
more  nor  less  than  throwing  dust  in  the  eyes  z' 
the  farmer-  We  might  just  as  reasonablj  pro- 
pose to  put  a  duty  upon  merino  wool.  It  is 
only  100  years  ago  since  McArthui  imported  three 
rams  ana  six  ewes  into  New  South  Wales,  aad 
now  we  are  exporting  millims  of  pounds  of  wool. 
Our  wool  industry  is  only  one  of  yesterday  in 
the  history  of  the  n.ition,  but  it  is  a  huge 
dustry  nevertheless.  I  do  not  suppose  there  is 
any  country  on  the  face  of  the  earth  that  per 
head  of  population  exports  as  great  a  quantttr 
of  wool,  meat,  and  wheat  as  Australia. 

Senator  HiCCS.— If  the  duty  will  be  inopera- 
tive, why  get  so  excited  about  it? 

Senator  Hi|;gs  admitted  that  the  duty  would 
be  inoperative.  He  agreed  with  me,  though 
he  did  not  like  to  say  so.   I  replied — 

It  will  be  inoperative  except  at  a  time  lilcc  the 

E resent,  and  such  a  time  has  never  before  been 
Down  in  Aostralia.     God  knows  what  tbe  re- 
sult will  yet  be. 

Since  then  ^^600,000  has  been  paid  in  duty 
on  wheat  and  other  produce  coming  into 
Victoria,  New  South  Wales,  and  Queens* 
land.  I^t  it  be  remembered  that  60,000,000 
sheep  out  of  the  100,000,000  which  we  once 
had  in  Australia  have  died  from  the  effects 
of  drought. 

Senator  Dawson. — And  the  honorable 
senator  is  supporting  the  Government  who 
refused  to  lift  the  duties  on  fodder. 

Senator  FRASER. — I  am  giving  the  rea- 
sons why  I  thought  fit  to  change  my  views, 
and  I  think  they  axe  teascms  which  should 
have  appealed  to  a^y  honorable  senates.  I 
saw  that  the  price  of  fodder  was  going  up 
right  and  left,  and  that  starving  stock,  were 
dying  wholesale.  God  knows,  they  did  die 
wholesale,  and  that  was  only  to  be  ex- 
pected when  millions  of  acres  could  not 
feed  a  sheep.  I  say  that  60,000,000 
sheep  have  died.  It  must  be  well  1um>wo 
to  representatives  of  Queensland  that  even 
within  thirty  or  forty  miles  of  Bri^Muae 
settlers  suffered  enormous  losses.  Daiij- 
men  and  farmers  also  suffered  losaei  in 
Queensland.  It  is  this  dire  loss  of  stock 
which  is  the  cause  of  the  present  depres- 
sicHi. 

Senator  Pearce. — thought  it  wu  the 

Labour  Party. 

Senator.  FRASER.— I  do  not  say  aa 
I  do  not  believe  it,  and  therefore  I  do  nov 
say  sa  It  is  the  drought  that  is  the  cause 
of  the  depression,  and  it  will  omtinue  to 
operate  as  the  cause  until  we  recuperate. 
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Senator  Dawson. — The  questi<Hi  I  desire 
the  honorable  senator  to  answer  is,  whether 
he  is  not  now  supporting  a  Govenunent  that 
is  precisely  the  same  Government  as  that 
which  refused  to  lift  the  fodder  duties? 

Senator  FKASER.— No.  Another  Go- 
vernment has  intervened.  The  two  men  at 
the  head  of  the  present  Government,  Mr. 
Allan  ■  ifcLean  and  Mr.  Reid,  are  now 
Ministers  in  the  Federal  Parliament,  and 
I  have  confidence  in  both  of  them.  The 
objection  that  I  have  to  the  Trades  Hall 
Party — I  prefer  always  to  refer  to  them  as 
the  Trades  Hall  Party-  

Senator  Staniforth  Smith. — The  so- 
cialistic party. 

Senator  FRASER. — I  answer  that  by 
saying  that  I  may  be  a  Socialist 
mysel  f  to  a  certain  extent,  and  under 
certain  conditions.  Some  say  that 
because  the  State  here  owns  the  rail- 
ways, we  are  Socialists.  We  could  not 
have  railways  in  this  State  or  in  any  other 
£tate  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  we  could 
have  but  <Mily  a  very  few,  if  they  had  to  be 
constructed  by  private  enterprise.  There 
might  be  a  line  between  here  and  Geelong, 
and  a  few  other  such  lines.  My  complaint 
against  the  Trades  Hall  Party,  as  I  prefer 
to  call  them,  is  that  so  far  as  I  can  judge 
— I  hope  I  am  wrong — they  are  against  the 
Empire. 

Senator  Dawson. — The  hcmorable  senator 
is  entirely  wrong. 

Senator  FRASER. — Did  they  support 
the  sending  of  a  contingent  to  South 
Africa  ? 

Senator  Higgs. — They  only  desire  that 
there  should  be  a  series  of  republics  instead 
of  a  monarchy  ! 

Senator  FRASER. — Exactly.  Senator 
Higgs  has  openly  declared  on  the  floor  of 
this  Chamber  that  he  desires  a  republic.  I, 
on  the  contrary,  am  for  the  flag.  I  hold 
up  not  one  but  both  hands  for  the  flag. 
Honorable  senators  opposite  do  not  Bol?  up 
their  hands  at  all  for  the  flagj  they  are  all 
for  a  republic. 

Senator  Guthrie. — We  have  a  new  flag 
for  the  Commonwealth. 

Senator  FRASER. — Yes,  but  it  is  a  part 
of  the  old  flag.  It  is  a  part  of  the  flag 
which  floats  over  some  hundreds  of  millions 
of  human  beings,  and  over  lioore  libnty 
.  uid  more  that  is  sacred  and  good  than  the 
flag  of  any  other  nation  on  God's  earth. 
Where  do  people  fly  for  liberty  and  safety  ? 

Senator  Dawson. — To  Australia. 

Senator  GtnuRiE. — ^To  Ireland. 


Senator  FRASER.— To  England,  Ire- 
land, and  Scotland,  and  to  the  countries 
over  which  the  grand  old  flag  flies. 

Senator  Styles. — ^They  run  away  from 
Scotland. 

Senator  FRASER.— The  flag  floats  there^ 
and  I  say  that  it  is  a  hopeful  sign  in  any 
part  of  God's  earth.  It  offers  a  welcome 
to  people  everywhere.  The  history  of  the 
British  Empire  is  a  creditable  one  in  every 
phase.  My  quarrel  with  the  Trades  Hall 
Party  is  that  they  are  against  the  sending  of 
contingents  to  assist  the  Empire  in  its  hour 
of  need,  and  opposed  to  the  flag. 

Senator  Dawson. — ^And  do  not  support 
kanaka  labour. 

Senator  FRASER.'— I  may  deal  with  that 
later  on,  though  it  is  but  a  very  small  mat- 
ter. The  British  Empire  is  composed  of 
whites  and  blacks.  Do  honorable  senators 
opposite  desire  lo  change  it ;  could  they 
change  it  if  they  wished?  Can  whites  live 
where  blacks  only  can  live?  Can  whites 
live  in  India,  China,  and  many  other  parts? 

Senator  McGregor. — They  are  livir.,{ 
there  now. 

Senator  FRASER. — Can  whites  live  in 
the  tropical  parts  of  the  earth?  Do  hon- 
orable senators  opp(»ite  propose  to  supplant 
the  Almighty?  Do  they  propose  to  change 
the  nature  of  things  on  this  earth  ? 

Senator  Givens. — The  whole  population 
of  Victoria  was  black  at  one  time.  How 
does  the  honorable  senator  account  for  the 
change?  He  is  interfering  with  the  de- 
signs of  the  Almighty  now. 

Senator  FRASER. — My  honorable  friend 
is  getting  black  already.  In  three  more 
generations  the  honorable  senator  who  inter- 
jects will  be  black  also. 

Senator  Gitens. — Senator  Fraser  is  black 
already;  he  advocates  black  labour. 

Senator  ERASER.- Black  or  white,  I 
am  for  the  Empire.  I  have  no  desire  to 
handicap  or  to  act  with  inhumanity  to- 
wards any  of  my  fellow  creatures.  I  say 
that  there  are  parts  of  this  earth,  and  parts 
of  this  Commonwealth,  where  white  men 
cannot  labour  with  credit  and  satisfaction 
to  themselves. 

Senator  Dawson. — ^What  part  of  the 
Commcxiwealth  ? 

Senator  FRASER.— I  have  often  told 
the  honorable  senator,  and  he  can  answer 
the  question  for  himself.  In  Cairns,  in  the 
north,  for  instance. 

Senator  Dawson. — In  North  Queens- 
land? 

Senator  FRASER.— Yes.  I  say  here, 
what  I  said  publicly  in  the  Masonic-hall  in 
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Melbourne,  that  the  climate  of  Cairns  is 
as  bad,  or  worse,  than  the  climate  of 
Mauritius. 

Senator  Givens. — The  honorable  senator 
knov'S  nothing  about  it. 

Senator  FRASER. — I  have  been  fre- 
quently through  the  district.  I  drove  frcan 
Rockh'ampton  almost  to  the  Gulf  and  back 
again.  That  is  what  h(»iorable  senators 
opposite  have  never  dcme. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor's chum,  Mr.  Nicholas  FitzGerald,  has 
gone  to  Cairns  to  recuperate  his  health. 

Senator  Dawson. — Senator  Neild  went 
there  also  to  recuperate  his  health. 

Senator  FRASER.— I  should  like  to  go 
there  now  myself.  It  is  a  very  pleasant 
place  at  this'  time  of  the  year.  But  let 
honorable  senators  go  there  in  February  or 
January  and  work  in  the  cane-fields  during 
those  months. 

Senator  Givens. — Melbourne  is  hotter  at 
that  time  of  the  year. 

Senator  Dawson. — Does  the  honorable 
.senator  mean  to  say  that  he  drove  from 
Rockhampton  to  the  Gulf? 

Senator  FRASER.— Yes;  from  Rock- 
hampton to  the  Flinders— to  McKinley  and 
Croydon. 

Senator  Dawson. — By  what  route? 

Senator  FRASER.— I  will  tell  the  hon- 
orable senator.  He  does  not  know  the 
country,  he  only  knows  the  coast.  I  drove 
via  Barcaldine,  Aramac,  Dagwortii,  across 
the  Diamantina,  and  into  McKinley  town- 
ship, where  there  was  a  telegraph  office, 
and  where  I  had  a  property. 

Senator  Dawson. — ^And  the  honorable 
senator  got  by  that  route  to  Wnton? 

Senator  FRASER.— Right  through  Win- 
t<Mi,  with  a  pair  of  horses  I  bought  at 
Rockhamptcm. 

Senator  Dawson. — Tht  lumorable  seiu- 
tor  cannot  show  that  route  on  the  map. 

Senator  FRASER.— Now,  will  the  hon- 
orable senator  keep  silent.  I  have  anottier 
objection  to  the  Trades  Hall  Party,  and  it 
is  this :  That  it  was  only  by  the  greatest  pos- 
sible pressure  that  the  first  Prime  Minister, 
Sir  Edmund  Barton,  for  whom  I  have  a 
great  regard,  could  manage  to  get  the  Naval 
Agreement  Bill  through  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives. It  was  only  by  threatenkig 
the  resignation  of  his  Government  that  he 
did  so.  We  find  exactly  the  same  tfting 
occurring  whenever  any  matter  affecting  the 
Empire  is  brought  forward  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  (X  in  the  States  Parlia- 
ments. 


Senator  Pearce. — Senatcv  S}iDon  was 
with  us  in  opposition  to  the  Naval  Agree- 
m«it  Bill ;  the  honorable  senator  should  not 
forget  that  He  is  now  prepared  to  follow 
Senator  Symon,  who  was  at  that  time  dis- 
loyal, if  we  were  disloyal. 

Senator  FRASER.— It  is  different  when 
Senator  Symon  is  in  a  responsible  posi- 
tion. As  a  Minister,  he  is  a  member  of 
a  Cabinet  which  will  discuss  matters  to* 
gether,  and  arrive  at  a  ocmclusion  as  to 
what  they  will  da  At  any  rate,  I  diarge 
the  Trades  Hall  Party  with  having  been 
entirely  opposed  to  that  measure. 

Senator  Staniforth  Smith. — For  good 
reasons. 

Senator  FRASER.— What  were  the  rea- 
sons? I  say  that  the  agttemeat  proposed 
was  the  most  magnificent  agreement  ever 
entered  into. 

Senator  Staniforth  Sioth. — We  de- 
sired to  contribute  in  men  and  ships. 

Senator  FRASER.— What  ships  could 
we  build  here?  They  would  not  be  worth 
a  straw.  What  could  we  do  against 
Japan? 

Senator  Staniforth  Smith. — It  is  de- 
grading to  pay  tribute. 

Senator  FRASER.— It  is  not  d^rading 
to  be  in  oCMnbinaticn  with  an  Empire  such 
as  the  world  has  never  seen,  and  perhaps 
never  will  see  again.  I  give  this  credit 
to  the  Labour  Party :  I  believe  they  will 
come  to  see  differently  by-and-by.  I  know 
that  there  are  reasonable  clear-headed 
men  amongst  them.  I  am  dial- 
lenging  their  present  principles,  and  I 
say  that  the  Naval  Agreement  Bill  was 
onl^  put  through  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives against  their  oppositicm  with  the 
greatest  possible  difficulty.  On  almost 
every  occasion  the  Government  of  the  day 
had  to  go  aknost  on  their  knees  to  get  such 
measures  through.  I  do  not  complain  of 
the  measures  introduced  by  the  Barton  Go- 
vernment. Looking  over  them  during  the 
last  day  or  two,  I  saw  very  little  to  object 
to  in  them,  but  how  sadly  were  they  altered. 
In  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Bill,  a  miser- 
able little  clause  was  introduced  which  dis- 
arranged all  our  affairs. 

Senator  ds  Largie. — ^Whv  not  repeal  it 
now  that  honorable  senators  have  the 
chaixre? 

Senator  FRASER.— I  hope  that  we  will, 
hut  we  must  ha^'e  a  little  time  for  these 

things. 

Senator  Higgs. — ^Are  bonoi^ble  smators 
going  to  try  to  repeal  it? 
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Senator  FRASER. — Perhaps  it  can  only 
be  d<Hie  after  we  have  appealed  to  the 
people,  and  thus  get  the  power  to  do  it 
if  we  have  not  the  power  now.  Probably, 
if  we  attempted  to  do  it  now  Senator  Higgs 
would  vote  against  us. 

Senator  HiGGS. — Hear,  hear. 

Senator  FRASER.— Well,  there  is  no 
use  in  our  trying  to  do  impossibilities.  The 
introduction  of  that  little  clause  has  had 
the  effect  of  throwing  our  mail  system  into 
utter  disorganization. 

Senator  Guthwe.— We  get  a  mail  every 
week,  as  usual.  Where  is  the  disorgani- 
sation? 

Senator  ERASER.— The  old  contrart 
has  not  yet  expired,  and  there  is  no  fresh 

contract. 

Senator  GtJTHRiE. — Give  us  time. 

Senator  FRASER.— The  honorable  sena- 
tor proposes  that  we  should  wait  until  the 
old  contract  has  expired.  That  is  a  happy- 
go-lucky  way  of  domg  business.  When  we 
look  for  a  new  contract  we  may  not  be  able 
to  make  caie. 

Senator  Guthrie. — It  is  not  necessary. 

Senator  FRASER.— The  affairs  of  na- 
tions are  not  conducted  on  those  lines ;  in- 
dividuals do  not  carry  on  business  in  a 
happy-go-ludcy  fashion,  but  wisely  arrange 
matters  beforehand. 

Senator  Guthrie. — Where  will  be  the 
utter  disorganization? 

Senator  ERASER. — The  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company  may 
not  send  their  vessels  here  at  all,  if  to  send 
them  does  not  pay. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  Neild.— The  vessel-^ 
may  make  Fremantle  their  terminus. 

Senator  FRASER.— That  might  happen. 
Then  what  about  the  poor  producers?  The 
Trades  Hall  Party  do  not  seem  to  care 
at»ut  the  proaiicers 

Senator  McGregor. — Some  of  the  but- 
ter producers  have  been  cheating. 

Senafor  ERASER.- Let  people  who 
cheat  be  punished.  Wliat  I  wish  to  see  is 
good  honesT  government. 

Senator  Givens. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  think  that  producers  who  cheat 
ought  to  be  in  gaol  ? 

Senator  FRASER. — Every  one  who 
dieats,  whether  rich  or  poor,  ought  to  be  in 
gaoT.  We  ought  to  recollect  that,  along 
with  the  mail  contracts,  are  contracts  for 
the  carriage  of  perishable  goods,  and  that 
the  State  of  Victoria,  for  instance,  would 
be  insolvent  in  six  months  if  produce  could 
not  be  sent  fo  Europe. 


Senator  McGregor. — We  do  not  sub- 
sidize the  vessels  of  the  White  Star  Line  or 
the  Blue  Anchor  Line. 

Senator  ERASER.- The  White  Star 
Line  is  a  carrying  line. 

S«iatOT  Guthrie.— It  carries  produce. 

Senator  FRASER.— Yes,  but  the  mail 
boats  have  special  contracts  for  the  carriage 
of  produce,  and  the  work  is  'done  to  ^e 
satisfacticm  of  those  corx!emed. 

Senator  Pearce. — On  the  contrary,  there 
have  been  great  cc»nplaints. 

Senator  ERASER.— If  there  have  been 
complaints,  the  cause  is  the  disorganization 
of  the  mail  service.  I  do  not  see  why  we 
should  risk  the  loss  of  the  benefits  which  'we 
now  enjoy,  in  order  to  place  one  or  no 
white  men  in  the  stokeholds. 

SenatOT  Dawscw. — ^We  must  consider  the 
safely  of  the  Empire. 

Senator  FRASER. — Such  a  policy  means 
risk  to  the  Empire.  If  we  handicap  the 
Briti^  ship-owner,  we  do  a  positive  injury 
to  the  Empire; 

Senator  Pearce. — Will  the  British  ship- 
owner fight  his  ships? 

Senator  FRASER.— The  British  ship- 
owner wishes  for  as  many  sailors  as  he  can 
get. 

Senator  Styles. — White  sailors  i* 

Senator  ERASER.— That  is  so.  if  he  can 
get  white  sailors,  but  if  he  cannot,  he  must 
take  lascars  for  the  stokehold. 

Senator  Styu;s. — ^A  ship-owner  can  get 
white  sailors  if  he  pays  for  them. 

Senator  Dawson.— Where  mir  t  wa  get 
the  Naval  Reserve  if  not  from  the  mercan- 
tile marine? 

Senator  FRASER.— We  get  our  Naval 
Reserve  from  the  seafaring  class. 

Senator  Dawson. — What  is  the  seifaimg 
class  ? 

Senator  FRASER. — If  there  are  10,000 
Germans  sailorinng  for  Great  Britain,  and 
they  choose  to  becMne  British  subjects  

Senator  Styles. — ^Ah,  that  is  the  point ! 

Senator  FRASER. — Half  the  Kiitle  is 
over  when  they  get  into  a  British  ship. 

Senator  Styles. — Yes :  half  of  their 
battle. 

Senator  FRASER — ^A  considerable  por- 
tion of  South  Australia  is  ool(mized  Ger- 
mans; and  does  any  honorable  senator  say 
that  they  are  not  good  citizens?  Caimot 
German '  sailors  on  British  ships  be  also 
good  citizens? 

Senator  Dawson. — No. 

Senator  FRASER.— Many  of  those  Ger- 
man sailors  do  settle  here;  and  I  see  no 
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objection  to  German,  Italian,  or  French 
sailors  being  employed  on  British  ships. 

Senator  de  Largie. — Wc  would  rather 
see  British  sailors  all  the  time. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  must  ask  hon- 
orable senators  not  to  interject. 

Senator  FRASER.— I  entirely  agree 
with  the  remark  of  Senator  de  Largie. 

Senator  Dawson. — I  advise  Senator 
Eraser  to  read  F.  T.  Bullen  on  this  subject. 

Senator  FRASER. — There  are  many  rea- 
sons why  I  changed  my  seat,  and  amongst 
them  was  the  proposal  for  a  Transcontinental 
Railway.  I  had  something  to  do  with  the 
Port  Augusta  railway,  and  therefore  had 
a  knowledge  of  the  subject.  I  have  always 
held  the  view  which  I  hold  now ;  I  do  not 
change  my  opinions  without  good  mson.  I 
think  I  was  one  of  the  first  to  oppose  this 
line,  and  such  was  my  oppositicm  that  great 
pressure  was  brought  to  bear  upon  me  in 
order  to  induce  me  to  change  my  opinions. 

Senator  Dawson. — By  whom? 

Senator  FRASER.— That  is  a  secret. 

Senator  Dawson. — The  caucus? 

Senator  FRASER.— It  was  not  a  caucus. 
In  my  opening  spMch  *n  this  House  I 
tdd  honorable  senators  that  I  was  opposed 
to  the  construction  of  this  line;  and  on 
other  points  I  did  not  agree  with 
the  programme  of  the  then  Government.  I 
know  'that  Australian  Governments  in  the 
past  have  been  guilty  of  gross  extrava- 
gance, a  continuance  of  which  must  cause 
them  to  come  to  grief,  whether  the  ad- 
ministration be  in  the  hands  of  the  Labour 
Party  or  the  Conservative  Party. 

Senator  Pearce.  —  Kyabram  water 
schemes,  for  instance. 

Senator  FRASER. — I  believe  in  repro- 
ductive schemes,  not  in  schemes  which  do 
not  pay,  but  merely  increase  the  Public 
Ser\'ice  enormously. 

Senator  Dawson.  —  What  about  the 
Maffra  sugar-beet  scheme? 

Senator  FRASER.— I  lost  £500  in 
that  scheme. 

Senator  Guthrie. — And  a  lot  of  Govern- 
ment money  was  lost,  too. 

Senator  FRASER.— It  cannot  be  said 
that  I  compelled  the  Government  to  lose 
their  money.  Even  now  I  am  vain  enough 
to  believe  that  if  I  started  a  beet-sugar 
business  to-morrow  under  my  entire  con- 
trol, I  could  make  it  a  success. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Does  the  honor- 
able senator  think  his  remarks  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  Go%'emment  policy? 


Senator  'FRASEIL~I  do  not  think  they 
have,  Mr.  President,  and  I  thank  rou  for 
reminding  me  of  the  fact. 

Senatw  Styles.  —  Do  I  understand 
Senator  Eraser  to  say  that  he  is  in  favour 
of  .high  excise  duties  on  colonial  beer  and 
other  stimulants,  and  low  import  d"ties? 
Is  it  not  such  a  policy  that  is  shutting  up 
Joshua  Bros.'  distillery? 

Senator  FRASER.  —  My  remarks  ap- 
plied more  paiticularly  to  beer  than  to 
spirits.  I  am  entirely  opposed  to  the 
Labour  or  Socialistic  Party. 

Senator  Pearce. — Is  the  honorable  sen- 
ator opposed  to  old-age  pensions,  whidi  are 
included  in  the  Labour  Party's  pro- 
gramme ? 

Senator  ERASER.— I  am  in  favour  of 
old-age  pensicms,  which  are  in  force  already. 

Senator  Pearce. — Not  in  Australia. 
■  Senator  ERASER.  —  Old-age  pensions 
are  in  force  amongst  three-fifths  of  the 
population  of  Australia.  If  a  man  has  re- 
sided ten  years,  say,  in  Victoria,  and  ten 
years  in  New  South  Wales,  I  see  no  reasoo 
why  he  should  be  deprived  of  an  old-age 
pension  should  he  need  one.  As  to  So- 
cialism, can  any  honorable  senator  repre- 
senting that  shade  of  politics  show  me  one 
place  on  earth'where  onnmuiusUc  or  social- 
istic settlements  have  beai  a  success  ? 

Senator  Daws(»i. — Can  the  honOTabk 
senator  show  me  a  place  where  Sodaiism 
has  ever  been  tried? 

Senator  FRASEH.— Yes. 

Senator  de  Largie. — Socialism  is  differ- 
ent from  CcMnmunism. 

Senator  ERASER.— I  do  not  think  so; 
and  I  say  thaf  in  no  part  of  the  world  is 
there  a  country  in  whidi  such  a  system  has 
been  a  success. 

Senator  Findlev. — Socialism  was  suc- 
cessful in  America  150  years  ago. 

Senator  Pearce. — What  about  the  State- 
owned  railways  and  postal  service? 

Senator  FRASER.— According  to  the 
honorable  soiator,  I  suppose  that  the  muni* 
cipality  of  Melbourne  is  claimed  as  an  ex- 
ample of  Socialism? 

Senator  Givens. — It  is  pure  Sodaiism. 

Senator  ERASER.— Although  it  is  coo- 
ducted  by  the  rate-payers  and  property- 
owners  ? 

Senator  GrvXNS.- — ^That  is  so. 

Senator  ERASER.- Then  I  suppose  the 
Melbourne  Gas  Company  is  Soclalisn? 

Senator  Pearce. — That  is  private  enter- 
prise. The  electric  lighting  system  is  So- 
cialism ;  but  the  Gas  Company  represents 
private  enterprise. 
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Senator  Styles. — ^Why  did  the  Victorian 
Government  spend  axxiey  in  buying  sub- 
urban railways  which  were  being  worked 
jutt  as  well  as  diey  are  now? 

Senator  FRASER.— Because  those  sub- 
urban lines  interfered  with  other  lines,  and 
it  was  desired  to  have  one  system.  There 
is  as  wide  a  divergence  between  the  Cc»n- 
mcMiwealth  owning  the  railways,  which  opra 
up  immense  territories,  and  socialistic  ■ 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syhon. — The  Go- 
vernment run  the  railways  in  order  to  de- 
velop the  public  estate. 

Senator  FRASER. — ^And  the  public  es- 
tate could  not  be  developed  otherwise. 

Senatw  Pkarce. — It  is  Socialism  all  the 
same. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syhon. — Nothing  of 
the  kind. 

Senator  FRASER.— What  I  say  is  that 
the  Tom  Mann  brand  of  Socialism  means 
the  taxation  of  property -owners  out  of  their 
own  property. 

Senator  Dawson. — Nonsense  !  Do  I 
understand  the  honorable  senator  to  say 
that  he  has  some  evidence  to  show  that  there 
has  been  a  complete  community  under  Sb- 
cialism  which  has  failed  ? 

Senator  FRASER. — ^There  have  been 
fifty  within  the  last  fifty  years. 

Senator  Dawson. — Will  the  honorable 
senator  please  mention  one? 

Senator  FRASER.— There  have  been 
many  in  South  Australia. 

Senator  Dawscw. — That  is  Communism, 
not  Socialism. 

Senator  FRASER. — I  was  in  Queens- 
land when  Lane  started  his  socialistic  ef- 
forts. He  chartered  the  ship  Royal  Tar, 
and  each  member  of  the  party  had  to  be 
p(»sessed  of  a  minimum  of  j£fio,  and  as 
much  more  as  they  chose. 

Senator  Dawson. — That  is  not  Social- 
ism. 

Senator  FRASER. — Lane  and  his  party 
started  for  Paraguay,  where  I  believe  they 
got  a  free  grant  of  land,  though  I  am  not 
positive  cm  that  point.  Before  they  got 
to  their  destinaticm,  however,  the  most 
bitter  quarrelling  started  amongst  them, 
and  when  they  got  there  there  was  still  more 
bitterness.  The  Government  of  Queoisland, 
as  an  act  of  humanity,  paid  the  return  pas- 
sages of  some  of  the  men.  I  have  a  letter 
on  the  subject,  which  was  published  only 
the  other  day ;  but  I  do  not  wish  to  occupy 
the  time  of  honorable  senators  in  reading  it. 

Senator  Dawson. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  call  that  Socialism? 

Senator  ERASER.— Certamly. 


Senator  Dawson. — That  shows  all  the 
honorable  senator  knows  about  Socialism. 

Senator  ERASER.— The  settlement  broke 
up  in  Gonfusifxi.  Mr.  Lane  remained  there 
for  a  ccHuiderable  time,  and  many  of  the 
settlers  had  to  live  on  wild  monkeys.  The 
other  day,  cme  of  the  unfortunate  indivi- 
duals applied  to  relatives  in  Queensland — I 
think  in  Maryborough  or  Gympie — to  send 
over  to  enable  him  to  work  his  way  out 
of  that  unfortunate  a)untry  to  the  coast.  He 
was  a  shearer  by  occupaticHi,  and  his  pay 
was  IS.  6d.  a  day — about  is.  in  our  cur- 
rency, but  IS.  6d.  in  a  depreciated  currency. 
In  that  part  of  the  world,  when  a  man  is 
supposed  to  get  xos.  per  day  he  receives 
what  is  equivalent  to  only  6s.  per  day  in 
our  currency.  That  socialistic  colony  has 
utterly  failed. 

Senator  Dawson. — That  is  a  communistic, 
not  a  socialistic  colony. 

Senator  ERASER.- In  the  United  King- 
dom a  celebrated  gentleman  spent  thousands 
of  pounds  making  an  experiment,  and  yet 
it  came  to  utter  grief. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — ^Laurence 
Oliphant  called  his  settlement  Utopia. 

Senator  FRASER.— Yes;  in  periodi- 
cals I  have  read  articles  on  the  subject. 
Many  socialistic  coltmies  have  been  started 
in  South  Australia. 

Senator  Guthrie. — How  many  indivi- 
dualistic enterprises  have  failed  ? 

Senator  FRASER.— The  honorable  sena- 
tor will  not  deny  that  the  people  of  South 
Australia,  while  Mr.  Kingston  was  Premier, 
started  socialistic  colonies.  The  land  was 
given  to  the  people  free. 

Senator  Guthrie. — No;  rent  had  to  be 
paid,  and  the  colonies  were  communistic,  not 
socialistic. 

Senator  ERASER.- What  is  the  differ- 
ence between  one  and  the  other? 

Senator  Pearce. — The  same  difference  as 
exists  between  a  white  boy  and  a  black  boy. 

Senator  FRASER. — I  have  a  lot  to  lenrn 
if  that  is  sa  The  labour  crowd  outside 
Parliament  frequently  credit  the  prosperitv 
of  New  Zealand  lo  its  labour  laws.  I  hold 
in  my  hand  srane  quotations  from  a  work  by 
Mr.  Victor  S.  Clark,  who  was  sent  out  by 
the  Labour  Bureau  of  the  United  States  lo 
collect  information  and  labour  statistics.  He 
is  a  very  level-headed  and  clever  man,  and 
mitn)  of  his  statements  are  well  worth  read- 
ing. 

Senator  Guthrie. — He  has  no  sympathy 
with  labour  laws. 

Senator  FRASER. — He  has  no  sympathy 
with  any  laws  unless  they  are  honest  ones, 
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and  can  bear  examination.  About  twehe 
years  ago  New  Zealand  was  in  a  very  tight 
placre  financially. 

Senator  Findley. — She  was  ot  the  \  erge 
of  bankruptcy,  and  it  was  due  to  Toryism. 

Senator  Pulsford. — Nonsense  I 

Senator  FRASKR. — ^That  is  quite  true. 
The  prosperity  of  the  Colony  is  entirely  due 
to  bar  enormous  and  increasing  export  trade. 

Senator  Findley. — To  land  settlement, 
and  the  solution  of  the  unemployed  question. 

Senator  FRASER.— I  am  speaking  of  a 
time  before  the  idea  of  freezing  meat  had 
taken  hold  of  business  men.  In  1889  the 
frozen  meat  trade  was  a  mere  nothing,  but 
in  1900  it  was  valued  at  $8,000,000,  and 
in  1903  it  had  increased  in  value  to 
$15,000,000.  In  1900  New  Zealand  ex- 
ported ^2.605,000  worth  of  butter,  and 
in  1903  ;^8,ooo,ooo  worth.  In  the  latter 
year  the  total  exjwrts  had  increased  from 
$50,000,000  to  $70,000,000,  and  it  would 
have  increased  to  $80,000,000  but  for  the 
low  price  (rf  wool  during  the  intervening 
years.  The  prosperity  of  the  Colony  is 
entirely  due  to  the  expOTt  business. 

Senator  Guthkie.  —  Encouraged  by 
Socialism. 

Senator  FRASER.  —  Discouraged  by 
Socialism.  In  New  Zealand  the  authorities 
have  not  been  game  to  apply  the  compul- 
sory provisions  of  the  Arbitraticm  Act  to 
the  rural  industries.  Why?  Because  they 
realize  that  it  would  be  ruinous  to  do  so. 

Senator  McGregor.— They  have  never 
had  any  cause  to  do  so. 

Senator  Peasce. — There  is  no  Agricul- 
tural Labourers'  Union  there. 

Senator  FRASER. — The  Government 
and  the  unionists  of  New  Zealand  are  wise, 
and,  therefore,  they  have  not  applied  the 
provisions  of  the  Arbitraticwi  Act  to  rural 
industries.  That  is  another  strong  reason 
which  I  have  against  the  policy  of  the 
Labour  Party.  The  moment  that  the  com- 
pulsory powers  of  the  prcqxwed  Arbitra- 
tion Act  are  applied  to  the  rural  industries 
of  the  Ccxnmonwealth,  our  producers  will 
be  handicapped. 

Senator  Pearce. — Will  the  honorable 
senator  be  willing  to  give  in  our  Bill  the 
same  powers  that  have  been  given  in  the 
New  Zealand  Act?  We  should  be  pleased 
with  a  measure  of  that  kind. 

Senator  FRASER. — I  should  not  trust 
the  Labour  Party  with  them. 

Senator  Givens. — But  the  honorable 
senator  may  have  to  trust  us  whether  he 
likes  it  OS  not. 


Senator  FRASER. — I  shall  not  grant 
the  powers  willingly.  I  shall  strive  to 
keep  the  flag  flying  as  Icmg  as  I  can.  I 
shall  not  help  to  put  a  dangerous  provinoa 
in  any  measure.  Any  person  who  does  not 
realize  that  we  live  by  our  exports  has  not 
cut  his  eye  teeth.  Every  State  in  the  Com- 
monwealth depends  absolutely  upon  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  soil  which  are  exported.  We 
live  entirely  by  the  producers.  If  we  could 
not  export  we  should  be  insolvent  within  a 
year.  Therefore  any  legislation  which  teods 
to  raise  the  rates  of  freight  must  be  in- 
jurious to  the  advancement  of  the  Cnrmxn- 
wealth.  By  handicapping  British  ships  we 
raise  the  rate  of  freights  against  the  pro- 
ducer, and  increase  his  difficulties. 

Senator  Guthrie. — ^What  docs  the  honor- 
able senator  mean  by  the  term  "handicap- 
ping" ? 

Senator  FRASER.~By  applying  com- 
pulsory arbitration  to  the  employes  of  the 
producers.  We  cannot  raise  the  price  ot 
farm  produce.  I  grant  that  if  it  oould  be 
raised  it  would  be  fair-play  to  adc^  this 
policy  all  rounds  but  we  cannot  raise  the 
prira  of  wheat  or  g(4d.  The  price  of  coal 
can  be  raised,  but  only  against  the  local  con- 
sumer. 

Senator  Pearce. — -We  can  relieve  the  far- 
mer of  all  the  parasites  who  live  upon  him. 

Senator  ERASER.— That  is  impossible, 
for  he  depends  upon  the  price  whirfi  he  re- 
ceives at  H«ne.  What  is  happening  in  New 
South  Wales  to-day?  I  undnstand  Aat 
500  or  600  coal-miners  are  idle. 

Senate  Guthrie. — ^Because  the  coal- 
owners  ave  cutting  the  throats  of  each  other. 

Senator  FRASER.— The  miners  are  idle 
because  the  mine-owners  cannot  get  fanyen 
abroad  for  their  ooal.  The  great  consmnp* 
tion  of  New  South  Wales  coal  is  abmad. 
and  not  in  the  Commonwealth.  And  when 
the  foreign  trade  is  destroyed  or  ruined,  no 
matter  from  what  cause,  the  miners  must 
perforce  be  idle. 

Senator  Guthrie. — Is  it  not  a  fact  that 
in  Melbourne  the  price  of  coal  has  been  re- 
duced by  50  per  cent,  within  the  last  few 
months? 

Senator  FRASER.— I  do  not  find  that 
it  has  hem.  I  have  paid  30s.  per  ton  for 
my  coal  this  winter,  as  against  aas.  6d.  last 

year. 

Senator  Guthrie. — There  has  been  a 
further  reduction  in  price  since  the  hoow- 
able  senator  has  bought 

Senator  FRASER. — The  Australian  con- 
sumer has  to  pay  the  price  of  coal,  what- 
ever it  is,  and  no  doubt  he  can  afford  to 
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do  so.  I  look  upon  the  worker  in  a  coal 
mine  as  a  producer.  The  miner  and  the 
mine-owner  must  work  together  "for  the 
oommoi  good,  and  my  complaint  against 
the  Trades  Hall  party  is  that  they 
are  continually  trying  to  create  dif- 
ferences between  these  classes.  What 
is  happening  now  in  New  South  Wales? 
There  are  hundreds  of  cases  awaiting  the 
attention  of  the  courts.  The  Act,  instead 
of  being  a  C<»iciliation  Act,  is  quite  the  re- 
verse. It  is  a  misnoner  to  call  it  a  Con- 
ciliation Act  It  has  created  any  number 
of  difficulties.  Will  honorable  senators  tell 
me  that  we  can  change  human  nature?  Are 
we  not  all  anxious  to  do  the  best  we  can 
for  ourselves?  Was  not  Senator  Higgs 
anxious  to  be  made  Chairman  of  Commit- 
tees? Had  I  been  a  young  man,  perhaps 
I  should  have  aspired  to  that  position  my- 
self. Is  it  not  the  ambition  of  every  human 
being  to  lift  himself  a  little?  Has  not  the 
o(n:dition  of  the  people  been  levelled  up 
every  decade  during  the  last  200 
years?  Are  not  people  better  off  to-day 
than  they  were  100  years  ago?  Look  at 
the  millions  that  are  spent  upon  charities ! 
Look  at  the  liberality  of  the  people  of 
England  towards  the  poorer  classes  and 
public  institutions !  Look  at  what  even 
General  Booth  has  been  able  to  do  for  the 
fallen  classes  I  Can  any  honorable  senator 
say  with  any  sincerity  of  speech,  that 
himian  nature  can  be  changed  by  the 
methods  of  the  Labour  Party?  Are  we 
likely  to  make  a  confidence  roan  into  an 
honest  man,  or  a  drunkard  into  a  sober 
man.  by  means  of  the  caucus  or  the  political 
machine?  Has  the  caucus  acted  in  such  a 
way  as  to  inspire  public  confidence  ?  Have 
not  the  unions  of  New  South  Wales  acted 
worse  than  the  butter  agents?  Have  they 
not  shut  out  their  brother  man  from  em- 
ployment ? 

Senator  Pearce. — ^Absolutely,  No. 

Senator  FRASER.— I  say  that  they  have 
done  so,  and  the  statement  is  not  to  be  con- 
tradicted.   I  could  mention  twenty  cases. 

Senator  Dawson. — Mention  one  case. 

Senator  FRASER.— I  mention  the  Sad- 
dler case.  Let  the  honorable  senator 
look  it  up  for  himself. 

Senator  Findley. — There  are  himdreds 
of  cases  of  employers  who  have  black-listed 
employes. 

Senator  FRASER. — I  do  not  say  that 
employers  are  not  equally  guilty  with  em- 
ployes. There  are  faults  on  both  sides. 
But  I  do  say  that,  instead  of  having  a 


Conciliation  Act  in  New  South  Wales,  we 
have  there  an  Act  which  is  creating  dis- 
turbance, and  which  is  doing  a  terrible  lot 
of  injury.  I  have  spoken  longer  than  I 
intended  to  do,  and  I  apologize  to  the 
Senate. 

Senator  GIVENS  (Queensland).— I  did 
not  propose  to  trouble  the  Senate  with  any 
remarks  in  this  debate,  which  cannot  have 
much  result  at  l^e  best.  I  should  not  have 
said  anything,  except  for  some  remarks 
made  by  the  last  speaker,  who  has  ccmtinued 
the  libelling  that  has  been  g^ing  on  about 
the  climate  in  the  porticm  of  the  Ccmmon- 
wealth  from  whidi  I  come.  I  wish  to  re- 
move that  false  impressim  from  the  minds 
of  honorable  senators,  and  of  people  out- 
side who  follow  our  proceedings.  I  will 
mention,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  climate 
of  Caims  has  received  very  high  enccsniums 
indeed  from  very  distinguished  people,  as  be- 
ing, not  only  a  good  place  for  white  people, 
buf  actually  a  sanattmum. 

Senator  Walker. — In  the  winter  oKHiths. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  will  tell  Senator 
Walker  about  the  climate  in  the  summer,  as 
well  as  in  the  winter,  before  I  have  finished. 
The  late  Governor- General,  Lord  Hopetoun, 
now  Marquis  of  Linlithgow,  said  that 
Cairns  had  wie  of  the  finest  climates  he 
had  ever  been  in,  and  that  it  had  a  remark- 
able restorative  effect  upcm  his  health. 

Senator  Walker. — He  went  to  Herber- 
ton.  did  he  not? 

Senator  GIVENS.— He  made  a  casual 
visit  to  Kuranda,  and  also  visited  the 
coastal  range. 

Senator  Walker. — In  what  month? 

Senator  GIVENS. — About  August;  but 
I  will  give  the  Senate  some  official  figures 
about  the  climate  throughout  the  year.  At 
the  present  time,  we  have  a  distinguished 
\fi2lb0ume  gentleman  at  Cairns  for  the 
benefit  of  his  health — a  member  of  the 
Legislative  Council  of  this  State — and  he 
speaks  highly  of  it.  Senator  Fraser  made 
use  of  certain  expressions  which  will  re- 
quire a  very  great  deal  of  explanation. 

Senator  Higgs. — His  whole  speech  was 
remarkable. 

Senator  GIVENS. — It  was  very  breezy 
and  enjoyable  indeed.  We  all  thought 
that  it  was  quite  a  treat.  He  remarked, 
however,  that  in  all  our  efforts  to  place  a 
white  population  in  certain  portions  of  this 
Commonwealth,  we  were  simply  supplant- 
ing the  Almighty.  I  suppose  he  meant 
by  that  that  we  were  trying  to  alter  the 
Divine  law  of  nature. 

Senator  Eraser. — Ves.^  . 
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Senator  GIVE  NS.— If  we  are  trying 
to  alter  the  Divine  order  of  things  by  put- 
ting a  white  population  on  North  Queens- 
land, we  are  also  altering  the  Divine  order 
of  things  by  putting  a  white  populaticm  in 
New  Zealand,  Tasmania,  or  Victoria.  Be- 
cause, from  what  we  know  of  them,  the 
original  population  of  New  Zealand,  Tas- 
mania, and  Vict(via  were  as  black  as  the 
blackest  people  that  can  be  found  in  the 
northern  portion  of  this  continent. 

Senator  Pearce. — By  the  same  reasoning 
British  soldiers  have  no  right  to  be  in  India. 

Senator  GIVENS.— That  is  so.  Sena- 
tor Vraser  or  any  other  gentleman  who  ad- 
vocates that  the  lunthern  portini  of  Austra- 
lia should  be  handed  over  to  the  blacks, 
simply  because  Divine  Providence  originally 
intended  that  it  should  be  occupied  by  black 
people,  have  just  as  much  reason  to  advo- 
cate that  Victoria  and  Tasmania,  which  are 
eminently  suitable  for  a  white  population, 
should,  in  accordance  with  the  Divine  order 
of  things,  be  left  to  be  occupied  by  a  black 
population. 

Senator  Dawson. — And  we  ought  also  to 
have  a  black  Federal  Parliament  I 

Senator  GIVENS.— There  are  a  great 
many  misconcepti(»is  with  regard  to  the 
Queensland  climate  which  I  wish  to  remove, 
if  I  can.  I  dare  say  ihat  Senator  Fraser 
and  many  others  agree  that  the  southern  por- 
tion of  Queensland  is  fit  for  a  white  popula- 
tion. 

Sen-.ttGr  Frasek. — I  was  speaking  of  tiie 
cane-fields. 

Senator  GIV'ENS. — The  argument  n;:s 
been  that  while  the  climate  of  Southern 
Queensland  may  be  fit  for  a  white  popula- 
tion, such  is  ncrt  the  case  in  the  north,  and 
th.it  Cairns  especially  should  be  singled  oui 
as  a  place  that  is  only  fit  for  a  blaci  popu- 
lat  nii.  I  am  going  to  show,  from  official 
figure::,  that  the  climate  of  Cairns  is  a  bettri 
and  more  agreeable  climate  than  that  of 
Bundaherg  or  Bticbane.  But  I  ask  honor- 
able senators  to  remember  that  climate 
does  not  always  depend  upon  latitude.  Com 
ppre  the  climote  of  Ireland,  in  the  Unite<l 
Kingdom,  with  the  climate  of  Labrador,  in 
the  Xorth  American  Continent.  Th-; 
climate  of  Labrador  is  most  inhospitable- 
It  is  so  cold  and  bleak  that  it  is  almost  im- 
possible for  any  inhabitant  to  live  there. 
But  Ireland,  in  almost  the  same  latitude, 
has  (me  of  the  most  genial  climates  any  one 
could  live  in. 

Senator  WALKEs.~Owing  to  t4ie  Gulf 
stream. 


Senator  GIVE  NS.— Exactly.  Ther«- 
fore,  climate  cannot  always  be  judged  by 
latitude.  Again,  in  the  coastal  districts  of 
Cairns,  the  prevailing  winds  are  south-east. 
That  is,  they  have  to  come  over  a  wide 
stretch  of  the  Padfic  Ocean  before  tbey 
reach  the  land.  Every  one  knows  that  a  hot 
wind,  or  any  warm  wind,  is  cooled  by  coming 
over  the  sea.  Therefore,  the  people  living 
there  have  always  cool  air,  when  there  arc 
south-east  winds  blowing.  Again,  if  the 
winds  ccxne  from  the  west,  or  from  the 
north,  they  cross  the  high  mountains  whkh 
cOTistitute  the  coast  range.  The  winds  are 
thereby  cooled.  Consequently,  we  have  a 
cool  wind,  no  matter  which  way  it  blows. 

Senator  Fraser. — There  are  no  high 
mountains  there. 

Senator  GIV£NS.~That  remark  shows 
how  the  honorable  sraiator  exposes 
his  ignorance  on  this  subject.  The 
highest  mountains  in  Queensland  are 
there  in  the  Bellenden  Ker  Range, 
the  most  considerable  mountain  in  which 
is  Bartle  Frere,  5,400  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  sea.  Let  me  point  out  how  the 
temperature  at  Cairns  compares  with  the 
temperature  in  the  south  portion  of 
Queensland.  I  quote  now  from  a  report 
made  by  Dr.  Maxwell,  to  the  Federal  Go- 
venmient,  in  1901.  It  will  be  found  in 
volume  4,  page  375,  of  the  Queensland 
Votes  and  Proceedings  for  the  year  1901. 
The  mean  minimum  temperature  in  Cairns 
during  four  years  was  67*6.  In  Bundaberg 
it  was  6 1 '3.  That  is,  the  mean  minimum 
temperature  was  only  6  degrees  higher  in 
Cairns  than  in  Bundaberg.  That  was  dar< 
ing  the  cool  months.  Turning  to  the  high 
temperatures,  we  find  that  the  mean  maxi- 
mtmi  temperature,  in  four  years,  at  Cairns, 
was  83*3,  and  at  Bundaberg,  83*4.  So  that 
the  tempeirature  was  actually  a  fraction 
lower  at  Cairns  as  compared  with  Bundaberj;. 

Senator  Cleuons. — But  no  reference  is 
made  to  the  humidity  of  the  atmosphere 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  thought  that  that 
question  would  come,  and  I  am  r^dy  for 
it.    I  have  fought  out  this  question  in  the 

Queensland  Legislature.  Whenever  people 
are  bowled  out  in  reference  to  the  question 
of  heat,  they  ask,  "What  about  humidity?" 
We  have  documentary  proof  from  the  high- 
est authorities,  for  a  period  of  four  years. 
When  I  was  a  member  of  the  Queensland 
State  Parliament,  Z  moved  for  a  return 
showing  the  humidity  of  the  temperature  for 
four  rears,  in  rarious  typical  coastal  stations 
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of  Queensland  from  Cairns  to  Brisbane. 
The  very  persons  who,  at  that  time,  were 
talking  about  their  desire  to  get  the  fullest 
possible  information  in  order  that  the  Com- 
monwealth Parliament  might  legislate  with 
a  full  knowledge  of  the  subject,  fought  all 
they  knew  against  the  laying  of  that  return 
on  the  table  in  the  Queensland  Parliament. 
After  a  fight  I  succeeded  in  getting  it  tabled, 
and  honorable  senators,  if  they  care  to  re- 
fer to  it,  will  find  it  at  page  1389  of  volume 
III.  cf  the  Votes  and  Proceedings  of  the 
Queensland  Legislati^'e  Assembly  for  1901. 
The  table  is  a  vtry  long  one,  and  I  do  not, 
therefore,  propose  to  quote  it  at  length,  but 
I  shall  give  honorable  senators  the  mean 
humiditv  for  each  of  the  four  years  at 
Cairns,  Mackay,  Bundaberg,  and  Brisbane. 
For  1897  the  mean  percentage  of  humidity, 
reckoning  100  per  cent,  as  saturation,  was 
for  Calms,  77  per  cent. ;  Mackay,  74 ; 
Bundaberg,  73 ;  and  Brisbane,  72.  The 
figures  for  1898  were  Cairns,  78  per  cent. ; 
Mackay,  75  ;  Bundaberg,  76 ;  and  Brisbane, 

73.  For  1899,  Cairns,  74  per  cent.;  Mac- 
kay, 73;  Bundaberg,  74;  and  Brisbane, 

74.  And  for  1900  the  figures  were  Cairns, 
73  per  cent.;  Mackay,  72;  Bundaberg. 
73 ;  and  Brisbane  71.  In  the  face  of  these 
figures,  compiled  by  the  Queensland  Go- 
vernment Meteorologist,  Mr.  Clement 
Wragge,  or,  as  he  was  sometimes  called,  Mr. 
"Inclement"  Wragge,  I  ask  what  point 
there  was  in  the  interjection  by  Senator 
Clemens,  "  What  about  the  humidity  ?" 

Senator  Clehons. — Does  not  the  honor- 
able senator  think  that  he  has  proved  it  ? 

Senator  GIVEXS. — I  am  glad  to  hear 
the  hcMiorable  and  learned  senator  admit 
it.  What  is  more  to  the  point  is  that  the 
six  months  of  the  year  in  which  nine- 
tenths  of  the  work  that  has  to  Be  done  in  the 
cane-fields  of  the  Cairns  district  is  per- 
formed, fnxn  the  1st  July  to  the  middle  of 
December,  are  the  dry  months  in  that  por- 
tion of  the  State,  and  the  percentage  of  hu- 
midity during  those  months  is  less  in  the 
Cairns  district  than  in  the  southern  portion 
of  the  State.  So  that  from  the  climatic 
point  of  view,  it  is  absolutely  untrue  to  say 
that  the  conditions  of  cultivation  in  the 
northern  portion  of  Queensland  are  more 
unfavorable  to  the  employment  of  white 
labour  than  those  existing  in  any  other  por- 
tion of  Queensland. 

Senator  Fraser. — Dr.  Maxwell  says  they 
are. 

Senator  GIVENS. — I  have  quoted  Dr. 
Maxwell  as  to  the  temperature  returns,  and 


Mr.  Clement  Wragge's  report  as  to  the  hu- 
midity returns.  I  am  free  to  admit  that 
when  we  had  beaten  them  out  of  the  field 
on  the  temperature  and  humiditjr  returns, 
our  opponents  took  up  another  attitude,  and 
said,  "It  is  not  a  question  of  either  heat  or 
humidity,  but  of  atmospheric  tension."  I 
did  not  bother  about  atmospheric  tension, 
because  I  knew  that  when  we  had  beaten 
them  upon  that  point  also,  they  would 
say  it  was  the  -  differential  calculus, 
or  something  of  that  kind.  There 
is  one  other  testimony  I  should  like  to 
quote  before  I  conclude  this  part  of  the 
subject.  During  the  first  Parliunent  Sena- 
tor Neild  frequently  and  forcibly  expressed 
tht  opinion  on  the  floor  of  the  Qiamber 
that  North  Queensland,  especially  at 
Cairns,  was  not  fit  for  a  white  man  to  live 
in,  much  less  to  work  in.  Quite  recently, 
however,  when,  unfortunately,  owing  to  the 
state  of  his  health,  the  honorable  senator 
had  to  obtain  leave  of  absence  from  the 
Senate,  he  actually  went  to  recuperate  at 
the  place  which  he  had  denounced.  And  I 
believe  he  has  since  freely  expressed  the 
opini(m  that  his^  stay  there  did  him  a  great 
deal  of  good,  «nd  that  the  place  is  admir- 
able for  the  purpose  for  which  he  visited  it. 

Senator  Gray. — He  was  there  in  the 
winter. 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  figures  I  have 
quoted  prove  that  the  climate  of  Queens- 
land is  not  only  genial  in  the  winter,  but 
that  in  the  summer  time  it  is  not  so  hot  as 
places  far  south.  Last  summer  I  watched 
the  thermometer  readings  at  Melbourne  and 
Cairns  during  the  months  of  December  and 
January,  and  I  found  that  the  high  tem- 
l)erature  in  Melbourne  exceeded  by  at  least 
two  degrees  the  high  temperature  at  Cairns ; 
and  any  one  who  takes  the  trouble  to  con- 
sult the  (rfficial  figures  will  find  that  what 
I  haxe  stated  is  the  fact. 

Senator  Dqbson. — I  am  glad  to  hear  the 
honorable  senator  advancing  such  a  good 
argument  against  the  sugar  bounty  being 
continued. 

Senator  GIVENS. — I  have  a  motion  on 
the  notice-paper,  which  will  allow  a  full 
discussion  of  that  phase  of  the  question ; 
and  I  shall  be  happy  to  argue  the  point  at 
the  proper  time  with  Senator  Dobson,  or  any 
other  honorable  senator.  There  is  just  me  ] 
other  statement  of  Senator  Fraser  which  I 
should  like  to  controvert.  Speaking  of  the 
Immigration  Restricticm  Act,  and  of  the  ' 
White  Australian  legislation  cf  the  Com- 
monwealth   Parliament   generally,  Senator  I 
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F  raser     denounced,     in     the  strongest 
possible    terms,    that    portion    of  the 
legislation   which   deals   with   the  class 
of    labour    to    be    employed    on  Bri- 
tish shipping.    We  ha^e  nothing  to  do  in 
this  Parliament  with  the  kind  of  labcnir  to 
be  employed  on  British  shipping,  over  which 
we  have  no  jurisdiction ;  nor  has  this  Par- 
liament ever  presumed  to  dictate  to  the 
British  Empire  what  sort  of  l^x>ur  ought 
to  be  employed  in  any  of  the  Empire's 
ships.     What  we  have  done,  and  what 
we  have  a  perfect  right  to  do — what  I 
believe  we  were  wise  in  doing  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Empire  itself — has  been  to  de- 
clare that  we  will  not  subsidize  any  vessels 
which  carry  other  than  white  crews.  Sen- 
ator Eraser  was  very  impressive  when,  lift- 
ing up  both  hands,  he  declared  that  he 
held  them  up  for  the  flag  every  time — he 
made  an  almighty    mouthful  about  his 
loyaltj'.    I  am  one  who  believes  that,  like 
a  woman's  virtue,  if  it  exists,    a  man's 
loyalty  does  not  need  any  protesting.  I 
never  yet  knew  a  woman  with  any  claims 
to  respectability,  who  went  about  the  coun- 
try "blowing"  about  her  virtue.  A  woman's 
virtue  is  unquestioned.   And  so  with  every 
Britisher's  l(^alty — there  is  no  need  to  be 
continually  protesting  about  it.    But  Sen- 
ator Eraser,  while  making  a  song  about  his 
loyalty  to  the  flag,  proved  omclusively,  over 
and  over  again,  that,  although  he  might  be 
loyal  to  the  flag,  he  was  disloyal  to  the 
British  people.   I  take  it  that  loyalty  to  the 
people  of  the  Empire — the  race  from  which 
we  sprang — is  greater  than  loyalty  to  any 
flag  whatever.    Senator  Eraser's  argument 
practically  is  that  the  interests  of  the  Bri- 
tish    Empire.     and     of     the  British 
people   should   be  entirely  swept  aside 
in  the  interests  of  the  profits  of  the  ship- 
owners^that  it  does  not  matter  what  sort 
of  crews  are  employed  so  long  as  the  ship- 
owners are  enabled  to  compete  in  the  open 
markets  of  the  world  and    obtain  their 
"pound    of    flesh"  in    the    shape  of 
profits.     I  hold  that,  so  far  as  it  can 
be  accomplished    by    legislation,  whether 
in  this  Parliament,  the  British  Parliament, 
or  any  other  Parliament,  the  employment  of 
any  crew  whatever,   excepting   a  British 
crew,  so  long  as  that  is  obtainable,  should 
be  absolutely  prohibited  on  anv  British  ship 
which  enjoys  the  protection  of  the  flag  and 
the  trade  received  from  the  British  people. 
The  integrity  of  the  British  Empire  de- 
pends absolutely  on  ability  to  obtain  an 
adequate  number  of  capable  seamen  for  de- 
fence in  time  of  difliculty,  danger,  or  war. 
Senator  Givent. 


In  a  recent  contribution  to  a  controversy  oa 
this  question,  the  British  Navy  League, 
which  I  do  not  know  can  be  charged  with 
having  any  great  sympathy  with  labour 
ideals,  advocated  exactly  the  same  policy, 
namely,  that  British  riiip-owners  ought  to  be 
compelled  to  man  their  vessels  with  British 
seamen.  Their  reason  is  that,  otherwise, 
the  supply  of  British  seamen  for  the  Bri- 
tish Navy  will  inevitably  be  exhausted,  as. 
indeed,  it  must.  What  has  been  the  main 
factor  in  bringing  about  the  dominance  of 
the  British  Empire  throughout  the  world? 
What  has  enabled  the  Empire  to  obtain  its 
present  high  p(»ition  amongst  the  nations 
of  the  earth?  Undoubtedly,  it  is  the  fact 
that  she  possessed  a  seafaring  people,  al- 
ways prepared  to  defend  the  Empire,  and 
to  extend  her  rule  in  every  quarter  of  tlie 
world.  The  British  Navy  is  to-day  the 
might  of  the  British  Empire.  Without  the 
Navy  England  would  sirJc  into  the  positifm 
of  a  third-rate  or  fourth-rate  power.  But 
the  British  Navy  would  be  absolutelv  use- 
less without  British  seamen — it  would  be 
a  magnificent  machine  without  the  proper 
means  for  setting  it  to  work.  Unless  Ihe 
mercantile  marine  is  manned  by  British 
sailors,  inevitably  the  time  is  not  far  dis- 
tant when  the  Navy  will  be  starved  for 
want  of  men.  Those  facts  are  pointed  out 
by  some  of  the  most  enlightened  statesmen 
in  England  to-day.  The  British  Nan- 
League,  whidi  has  made  a  special  study  of 
the  subject,  and  has  collected  a  large  amoimt 
of  data  on  which  to  base  conclusions,  has 
stated,  as  plainly  as  we  do,  that  unless 
something  is  done  to  prevent  British  sea- 
faring men  frran  being  driven  out  of  the 
British  mercantile  marine,  the  time  must 
come  when  there  wilt  not  be  sufficient 
sailors  to  man  the  Navy — when  Great 
Britain  will  have  no  reserve  of  seamen  in 
time  of  danger,  trouble,  and  difficulty,  and 
must  give  up  her  supremac)'. 

Senator  Best. — Is  that  the  reason  ac- 
tuating the  Labour  Party  in  opponng  the 
employment  of  Idscars  on  mail  steamers? 

Senator  GIVENS.— That  is  one  of  the 
main  reasons  why  we  advocate  that  policy, 
and  why  we  oppose  the  immigratKHi  of 
coloured  races  to  the  country.  One  of  the 
main  reasons  I  have  always  put  forward 
against  the  introduction  of  Chinese,  Japan- 
ese, coolies,  kanakas,  and  other  coloured 
men  into  Queensland,  is  that  if  the  hour  of 
difficulty  or  danger  comes  to  the  mother 
country — we  hope  the  hour  may  not  come 
—when  she  may  have  to  put  her  back 
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against  the  wall  to  fight  against  a  combina- 
tion^  it  may  be,  of  European  naticms,  oui 
duty  will  b^  not  to  add  to  her  burden,  but 
to  fight  in  our  own  defence;  and  if  we 
had  to  depend  on  such  races  to  fight  far 
our  liberty  and  the  integrity  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, it  would  be  a  very  poor  day 
for  us.  It  has  been  put  forward  as  an 
argument  that  work  in  the  stokehold  is 
not  fit  for  white  men,  and  that  they  should 
not  be  asked  to  do  it;  but  I  say  that 
under  proper  conditi(M)8,  a  white  man  can 
work  in  the  stokdiold  or  aa]nrhere  dlae; 

Senator  Stanifokth  Smith. — If  he  ha^ 
proper  ventilaticKi. 

Senator  GIVENS.-— If  a  white  man  has 
proper  oxiditifxis  in  regard  to  hours,  food, 
and  accommodation  when  not  actually  em- 
ployed, he  can  and  will  work  in  any  place 
in  the  world.  People  who  make  those 
barefaced  statements  have  staring  them  in 
the  face  the  fact  that  white  men  are  doing 
this  work,  and  have  done  it  for  all  time. 

Senator  Staniforth  Smith.  —  White 
stokers  are  employed  in  the  Norddeutscher- 
Lloyd  vessels. 

Senator  GIVENS. — ^Ever  since  steam- 
ships were  invented*  white  men  have  been 
doing  this  work.  The  whole  trouble  is  that 
the  employment  of  white  men  does  not  allow 
ship-owners  so  large  a  profit.  The  whole 
ideal  of  ship-owners  is  profit ;  thev  care 
nothing,  although  they  talk  very  loudly,  for 
the  British  Empire,  so  long  as  their  pockets 
are  well  lined.  While  ship-owners  are  con- 
tinually maligning  their  race,  and  saying 
that  they  are  not  fit  for  this  or  that  work, 
they  forget  that  Britishers,  to  whom  they 
refuse  employmmt,  have  very  often  to 
starve.  I  have  said  that  patriotism  does 
not  actuate  these,  people  who  talk  so  largely 
about  it,  and  that  is  true.  Without  impart- 
i  ng  any  heat  or  passion  into  the 
debate,  it  may  be  said  that  we 
have  evidence  that  wfien  profits  are 
at  stake,  ship-owners  care  nothing  for 
patriotism  or  humanity.  We  learn  from  the 
reports  of  several  Ro^al  Commissions  in 
the  old  country,  which  inquired  into  the  cir- 
ctmistances  of  several  manufacturing  indus- 
tries, that  human  life  is  sacrificed  under  the 
bad  conditions  which  are  allowed  to  preva*! 
in  chemical  factories,  match  factories,  and 
similar  places.  Those  who  carry  on  such 
industries  never  alter  the  conditions  and  pre- 
vent this  sacrifice  of  life  until  they  are  com- 
pelled to  do  so  by  law.  They  care  nothing 
about  patriotism,  and  we  have  it  on  the  very 
best  evidence,  which  has  never  been  contra- 
dicted, that  when  Great  Britain  goes  to  war. 


very  often  the  guns  and  bullets  which  are 
levelled  at  her  soldiers  have  been  made  in 
British  factories.  The  engines  of  warfare 
employed  by  the  enemy  against  British  sol- 
diers have  very  often  \jeesa  manufactured  by 
Britishers  who  were  the  loudest  in  advocat* 
ing  the  war.  These  are  facts  which  I  do 
not  think  any  one  will  attempt  to  desay,  and 
they  prove  conclusively  that  the  patriotism 
which  animates  h(xx>rable  gentlemen  like 
Senator  Eraser,  who  says  that  both  his 
hands  go  up  for  the  flag  every  time,  does 
not  amount  to  much — is  of  a  fac^us  diarac- 
ter.  As  X  pointed  out  before,  there  is  a 
higher  loyalty  than  loyalty  to  the  flag*  and 
that  is  Ic^alty,  not  to  any  CHie  particular 
section*  but  to  the  people  of  the  whole 
nation. 

Senator  Gray. — Does  not  the  flag  repre- 
sent the  people? 

Senator  GIVENS.— Not  always.  If  I 
were  to  deal  with  that  question  fully  I 
would  pcHnt  out  that  the  flag  has  often  been 
flown  in  fights  against  the  people.  I  do  not, 
however,  propose  to  deal  with  that  matter, 
which  is  not  altogether  relevant  Befrae 
dealing  with  the  Government  policy  in  par- 
ticular, or  such  pwtion  of  a  policy  as  I 
have  been  able  to  discover  in  a  very  ckise 
search,  I  should  like  to  refer  to  one  or 
two  statements  made  by  -honorable  senators. 
Senator  Clemons  has  condemned  the  banking 
proposals  of  the  Labour  Party  as  iniquities 
which  should  be  condemned  by  almost  every- 
body, that  is,  by  almost  everybody  whom 
honorable  senators  opposite  would  char- 
acterize as  right-thinking  persons.  I  believe 
I  am  right  in  ccMicluding,  from  an  inter- 
jection, that  Senator  Pulsford  holds  exactly 
the  same  view.  * 

SenatOT  Pulsford. — Quite  sa 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  Labour  Party 
are  not  peculiar  by  any  means  as  regards 
their  banking  proposals,  nor  have  they  in- 
vented such  a  method  of  dealing  with  the 
banks.  For  very  many  years  the  Dominion 
of  Canada  has  had  in  force  an  exactly  simi- 
lar law,  although  there  has  not  been  a  Labour 
Party  in  power  in  that  coimtry.  This  law 
was  advocated  in  the  first  instance,  and 
enacted  in  the  second  instance,  by  men  who 
were  not  tainted  with  the  doctrines  of  the 
Labour  Party. 

Senator  Seating. — ^Those  proposals  were 
actually  suggested  from  Downing- street. 

Senator  Pulsford, — The  circumstances 
of  Canada  are  entirely  different  fnxn  those 
of  Australia. 

Senator  Walker.— Where  do  the  Cana- 
dian banks  keep  their  <xan  reserves  ? 
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Senator  Guthrie. — In  the  Treasury. 
Senator  Walker, — In  New  York  largely. 
Senator   GIVENS. — The  coin  reserves 
are,  or  ought  to  be,  kept  by  the  banks  in 
their  vauhs,  or  other  places  to  which  they 
can  have  immediate  access. 

Senator  Waxjcer. — Many  of  the  Canadian 
banks  have  branches  in  New  York. 

Senator  GIVENS.— At  any  rate,  the 
Canadian  banks  are  compelled  by  Dominion 
law  to  keep  a  certain  proportion  of 
their  reserves  in  Canadian  stock. 
What  was  the  case  in  Australia  before  ever 
this  idea  was  advocated  here,  when  things 
were  in  the  happy  condition  which  honor- 
able senators  opposite  seem  to  think  is  the 
most  desirable?  I  refer  to  the  time  when 
the  banks  were  issuing  balance-sheets  show- 
ing very  handsome  reserves.  I  wondn-  if 
Senator  Walker  ever  asked  where  the  ma- 
jority of  the  reserves  were  kept.  I  should 
very  much  like  to  know  now  where  they 
were  kept,  and  so  would,  I  believe,  any 
other  man  who  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
affairs  of  the  country  at  that  time.  When 
an  inquiry  was  made  it  was  proved  that 
these  coin  reserves  were  non-existent  to  a 
very  large  extent,  and  that  the  banks  would 
have  required  a  very  strcxig  safe  or  vault 
to  keep  hold  of  coin  then. 

Senator  Pulsford. —Reserves  are  not 
necessarily  coin  reserves. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Of  course  not.  In 
a  pamphlet  which  was  sent  to  us  recently 
by  a  gentleman  in  New  South  Wales,  the 
argument  was  put  forward  that  it  was  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  have  a  very  consider- 
able quantity  of  coin,  so  that  the  gold  re- 
serves should  bear  a  certain  propor- 
tion to  the  total  amount  of  liquid  as- 
sets. For  what  purpose  are  gold  reserves 
held  by  the  banks?  These  are  supposed 
to  be  held  in  the  first  place  as  a  guarantee 
that  the  banks  will  be  able  to  meet  any 
demand  which  may  be  made  upm  them. 
Up  to  a  certain  point  they  are  supposed  to 
give  that  guarantee,  because  no  bank  pre- 
tends to  hold  the  full  amount  of  its  liabili- 
ties in  coin  reserves.  I  do  not  think  that 
a  bank  in  the  world,  not  even  the  Bank 
of  England,  holds  an  amount  equal  to  the 
whole  of  its  liabilities  in  absolutely  liquid 
reserves,  simply  because  no  bank  could 
adopt  that  plan,  and  at  the  same  time  make 
a  profit.  One  of  the  first  objects  of  a 
coin  reserve  is  to  enable  a  bank  to  meet  any 
sudden  run  or  demand  on  it.  What 
causes  a  sudden  run  on  a  bank?  What 
makes  the  people  rush  to  a  bank  and  want 
to  withdraw  their  deposits  or  receive  coin 


for  the  bank's  notes?  It  is  simply  a  loss 
of  confidence  in  the  bank.  No  bank,  not 
even  the  Bank  of  England,  I  believe,  could 
last  a  week  if  it  had  lost  the  confidence  of 
the  public  and  its  cust<»ners.  In  Australia 
in  1893,  we  had  an  ezperioKe  of  a  run 
being  made  on  the  banks,  and  the  State 
had  immediately  to  otHne  to  their  assistance. 
In  some  instances  the  State  had  to  pro- 
claim a  certain  number  of  days  as  hank 
holidays,  in  order  to  afford  to  the  banks  an 
opportunity  to  gather  in  their  reserves,  and 
the  run  on  the  banks  to  subside. 

Senator  Walker. — -That  was  in  Victoria. 

Senator  Keating. — No;  in  New  South 
Wales,  where  the  notes  were  made  legal 
tender. 

SenatOT  Walker. — But  the  banks  there 
did  not  shut  their  doors  for  a*  few  days- 

SenatOT  Keating. — If  New  South  Wales 
had  not  had  Sir  George  DiU)s  at  the  head 
of  the  Government  it  would  have  had  a 
bank  panic  still. 

Senator  Walker. — Is  the  honorable  and 
learned  senator  aware  that  the  Bank  of 
England  can  suspend  payment  if  it  likes, 
and  that  Sir  George  Dibbs  gave  the  same 
adlvantage  to  the  banks  of  New  Sonrli 
Wales  as  it  has? 

SenatOT  Kkating. — The  State  came  10 
the  assistance  of  the  banks. 

Senator  GIVBNS.— This  all  beers  out 
my  argument,  that  where  a  b-uik  has  lo&c 
public  confidence  the  State  has  (o  s:ep  in 
and  restore  that  confidence. 

Senator  Keating.— Has  the  honorable 
senator  ever  known  the  people  of  Canada 
to  lose  confidence  in  their  banks  during  the 
last  thirty-four  vears? 

Senator  GIVENS.— Not  once.  We  have 
had  other  instances  where  the  States 
have  had  to  step  in  and  guarantee  the  note 
issue  of  banks.  The  notes  were  supposed  to 
be  payable  when  presented,  and  Uie  fact 
that  the  State  had  to  gi\'e  that  guarantee 
was  positive  proof  that,  at  that  time,  the 
notes  were  not  worth  the  paper  on  which 
they  were  printed.  But  immediately  the 
guarantee  was  given  by  the  State,  these 
notes  were  accepted  without  question  by  the 
general  public,  even  in  that  time  of  panic 
Now,  what  are  the  banking  proposals  of 
the  Labour  Party  ?  Our  object,  in  the  first 
place,  is  to  insure  that  the  public,  who  are 
compelled  by  the  exigencies  of  businen  to 
trust  the  banks  to  a  certain  extent,  shall 
hat'e  some  guarantee  that  on  presoUation 
their  notes  shall  be  redeemed,  that  the  assets 
of  the  banks  shall  not  be  allowed  to  dwindle 
into  mere  paper  assets,  as  had  occurred  in 
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the  case  of  many  private  banks  in  1893. 
We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  the  con- 
fiscation of  the  banks'  gold.  There  is  not  a 
shadow  of  justification  for  supposing  that 
there  is  a  word  fUxiut  confiscation  in  our 
propraals. 

Senator  Gray. — It  is  borrowing. 

Senator  GIVENS.— It  is  borrowing.  It 
is  proposed  to  compel  the  banks  to  do  what 
they  say  they  do  without  compulsion. 

Senator  Staniforth  Smith. — It  is  the 
substitution  of  one  security  for  another. 

Senator  GIVENS. — Our  desire  is  to  give 
a  guarantee  to  the  people  that  there  shall 
be  adequate  security  to  justify  their  oonfi- 
dence  in  the  banks.  Whenever  we  have 
had  a  run  cm  the  banks,  w4iether  it  has  been 
in  New  Zealand,  or  in  any  State  of  the 
Commonwealth,  the  people  have  ailways 
been  allowed  to  "  fall  in."  In  Queensland, 
it  came  to  such  a  pass  that,  in  order  to 
preserve  the  people  from  the  probability, 
or  the  certainty,  of  being  defrauded  by  the 
issue  of  notes,  which  had,  in  some  instances, 
proved  to  be  perfectly  valueless,  we  were 
compelled  to  withdraw  the  privilege  of  issu- 
ing notes  from  the  banks.  At  the  present 
tiine,  in  that  State,  no  bank  can  issue  a  note 
and  have  it  accepted  as  legal  tender. 

Senates  Keating. — That  is  an  interfer- 
ence with  private  enterprise. 

Senator  GIVENS.— This  course  was 
taken  by  a  purely  Qmservative  Govern- 
ment, owing  to  the  rotten  condition  of  the 
banking  institutions  at  that  time.  The 
State  issues  every  note,  and  the  banks  have 
to  plank  down  good  gold  for  the  notes. 

Senator  Walker. — Excuse  me,  in  Queens- 
land the  banks  give  their  fixed  deposits  for 
these  notes. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Although  Senator 
Walker  is  a  directcv  of  a  bank,  still  I  must 
dispute  his  word  on  this  point,  and  refer 
him  to  the  Statute,  which  may  be  seen  in 
our  Library- 
Senator  Keating. — Even  if  he  is  right,  a 
fixed  deposit  is  really  the  same  thing  as 
gold. 

Senator  GIVENS.— What  has  been  the 
result  of  the  issue  of  these  Treasury  notes? 
Notwithstanding  that  Queensland  has 
passed  through  a  time  of  trouble  and  diffi- 
culty which  18  almost  unprecedented  in  its 
history,  notwithstanding  that  it  has  been 
alleged  that  the  State  was  almost  bankrupt 
owing  to  the  recurrence  of  bad  seasons,  and 
the  mismanagement  of  affairs  by  a  cor- 
rupt Tory  Government,  not  cme  citizen  has 
ever  objected  to  accept  a  Treasury  note 

7  X 


for  £,1  or  as  readily  as  he  would  ac- 
cept gold.  Therefore,  I  ask,  is  it  not  a 
reasonable  thing  for  this  Parliament,  in 
the  interests  of  the  people,  to  say  to  any 
banking  instituticxi,  ' '  Before  you  engage 
in  a  business  which  may  involve  a  number 
of  persons  in  ruin  if  it  is  not  carried  on 
properly,  you  must  give  us  some  guarantfec 
that  the  people's  interest  and  money  shall 
be  safeguarded."  We  ask  that  a  certain 
percentage — 20  or  30  or  40  per  cent,  if 
you  like — of  the  reserves  of  banking  cor- 
poratims  shall  be  held  in  Common- 
wealth securities,  so  that  the  people  shall 
have  an  adequate  guarantee  that,  at  any 
rate,  that  profnrtion  of  the  reserves  shall 
be  safe.  We  have  a  perfect  right  to  insist 
upon  that  guarantee  being  given.  Up  to 
the  present  time,  banking  institutions  have 
been  allowed  to  carry  on  their  business 
practically  at  their  own  sweet  will.  What 
was  the  consequence  in  Melbourne  some 
years  ago?  A  state  of  misery  and  desti- 
tution was  brought  about  by  the  failure 
of  privately  conducted  banks  that  had  not 
to  give  any  guarantee,  which  was  almost 
without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  the 
world. 

Senator  Keating.— They  locked  up 
;^54,ooo,ooo,  and  they  have  not  given  one 
pennyworth  of  security  for  its  repayment. 

Senator  GIVENS. — In  most  cases  they 
never  will,  because  the  money  has  been  ab- 
solutely lost. 

Senator  Walker. — In  Victoria,  the  notes 
are  a  first  charge  on  all  the  assets  of  a  bank. 

Senator  GIVENS. — So  they  are  in  every 
State. 

Senator  Walker. — They  are  not  in  New 
South  Wales. 

Senator  GIVENS.— It  does  not  matter 
whether  the  notes  are  a  first  or  last  charge 
on  the  assets,  because  the  fact  remains  that 
thev  bear  on  their  face  this  indorsement 
by  the  bank,  "  We  promise  to  pay  on  de- 
mand." You  could  demand  until  >-ou 
were  black  in  the  face,  but  you  could  not 
get  the  money,  because  the  banks  had  not 
got  it.  Even  the  strongest  bank  in  Australia 
— the  Bank  of  New  South  Wales,  with 
which  Senatoi  Walker  is  connected — was 
glad  to  get  a  little  saving  grace  to  tide  over 
the  positioi.  Nevertheless  I  believe  that 
the  position  of  that  bank  was  almost  un- 
questioned. 

Senator  Walker. — That  bimk  did  not 
ask  the  Government  for  grace ;  the  Govern- 
ment offered  it. 

Senator  GIVEKS.— There  is  no  question 
that  the  Bank  of  New  South  Wales  asked 
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tot  and  did  receive  some  sort  of  Govem- 
luent  assistance. 

Senator  Waleeh. — They  simply  availed 
themselves  of  the  Act  whidi  Parliament 
passed. 

Senator  GIVENS.— They  wanted  Go- 
vernment assistance,  and  they  took  it. 

Senator  Walker. — We  took  it — yes. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Even  the  facts  ad- 
mitted by  honorable  senators  opposite  go 
to  prove  that  something  is  necessary  to 
safeguard  the  interests  of  the  public^ 

Senator  Walker. — Therefore  the  honor- 
able senator  would  take  the  gold  away  from 
the  banks. 

Senator  GIVENS. — We  are  not  going 
to  take  their  gold  away  from  them,  but  we 
are  going  to  insure  that  a  certain  portion 
uf  their  reserves  shall  be  utilized.  It  is 
retained  for  the  security  of  the  people  who 
have  accepted  bank-paper  in  all  good  faith. 
But  we  have  found  in  the  past  that,  not- 
withstanding glowing  balance-sheets,  and 
notwithstanding  the  statements  often  made 
that  the  banks  held  such  and  such  reserves, 
when  the  time  of  stress  and  difficulty  came 
these  reserves,  were  not  available.  The 
public  had  no  redress.  What  was  the  posi- 
tion in  Queensland?  One  of  the  banks, 
doing  a  very  large  business — the  Queens- 
land National  Bank — held  State  money  to 
the  extexxt  of  millions^  which  has  been 
locked  up  in  interminable  deposits. 

Senator  Walus.  —  Interminable?  1 

think  not 

Senator  GIVENS.— Practically  so,  be- 
cause there  was  a  certain  percentage  which 
the  Government  were  to  forego,  and  the  rest 
was  not  to  be  paid  for  something  like  from 
twenty-five  to  fifty  years. 

Senator  .Walrbr. — That  is  lut  inter- 
mbable; 

Senator  GIVENS.— There  were  several 
other  banks  in  a  «milar  position.  We 
liave  a  right  to  d»nand  that  a  certain  por- 
tion of  the  reserves  which  the  banks  say 
that  they  put  by  shall  be  utili2ed.  We 
have  a  right,  in  the  interests  of  the  public 
whom  we  represent,  and  upon  whom  the 
banks  depend  for  their  prosperity,  to  de- 
mand that  a  portion  of  those  reseive*  shall 
be  hetd  in  the  security  of  the  Commonwealth 
— that  is,  in  the  security  of  the  whole  of 
the  people  themselves — for  the  safeguarding 
of  the  interests  of  those  people.  Wh^t 
have  the  hanks  got  to  lose?  Absolutely 
nothing,  as  is  proved  by  the  experience  of 
Canada.  Suppose  that  a  bank  keeps  50 
per  cent,  of  its  reserves  in  gold  coin,  i 


am  putting  this  as  a  suppo^itiDus  case,  an 
not  as  an  inAcaticm  of  what  a  bank  voul 
keep.  That  coin  is  lodsd  vp  fam  xti 
to  year,  doing  absolutely  noUiing.  mtle 
there  is  a  nm  on  the  bank. 

Senator  Walker. — It  gives  confidence  1 
the  public 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  public  hn-e  r 
guarantee  that  the  money  will  be  ite 
when  it  is  wanted,  as  I  haxe  pan^d  by  tl 
cases  t  have  dted.  When  in  those  amnc. 
the  public  wanted  the  gold  coin  vhidi 
supposed  to  be  available  it  was  not  ihei 
Suppose,  as  Senator  Walker  says,  th 
the  gold  coin  reserve  is  retained  in  l 
coffers  of  the  banks  in  order  to  inspire  cr 
fidence.  In  that  case  it  is  lying  usele 
Why  should  not  a  certain  proportim  of 
be  put  to  use,  so  long  as  there  is  someehi 
pot  in  its  place  which  will  inspire  e<]U3l 
greater  confidence?  The  experienn: 
Canada  proves  that  that  money  can  be  i 
Vaed  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  people 
that  instead  of  its  being  locked  up  it  cm 
put  into  circulation,  accomplishing  bem 
cent  ^To^ks  for  the  benefit  of  the  peo: 
while  confidence  is  not  impaired  in  the  sli;: 
est  degree. 

Senator  Gray. — Why  not  do  the  sa 
with  limited  liability  ompanies  ? 

Senator  GIVENS.— If  they  were  do 
business  in  the  same  way  as  the  banb . 
doing  business,  and  \rere  intrusted  with  n 
lions  of  the  people's  money  for  iuTestme 
that  argument  would  be  good. 

Senator  Gray. — Some  of  them  are  d- 
business  in  just  the  same  way. 

Senator  GIVENS. — If  those  comi-ai 
held  millions  of  the  people's  monej 
call  

Senates-  Gray. — A  great  many  of  thoa 

Senator  GIVENS.— They  are  haaks 
they  do  that.  I  am  prepared  to  extend  thisf 
posal  to  every  company  that  is  doing  baiA 
business.  These  banks  are  receiving  ma 
at  call,  and  on  fixed  deposit  from  custom 
all  over  the  Commonwealth.  Thev  if 
notes,  except  in  Queensland,  where  tiie  ia 
of  notes  is  a  Government  moDopoly,  Th 
notes  tht^  promise  to  pay  on  demai 
bat  scmetimes  wh»i  the'  banks  t 
been  asked  to  redeem  their  proo 
they  have  not  been  able  to  do 
Experience  has  proved  that  some  swi 
j  legislative  interference  is  necessan-  ^ 
are  asked  why  we  require  a  guarantee  f:- 
these  banks.  Because  past  experiro^  't 
shown  that  iC  is  necessary,  and  becaiL'c 
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is  absolutely  desirable  to  bring  into  circu- 
lation money  whidi  is  locked  up  and  doing 
nothing,  inasmuch  as  it  is  proved  that 
public  oonfidepoe  can  be  inspired  and  main- 
tained equally  eflfectlvely  by  other  means. 

SenatOT  Clemons. — Why  stop  at  40  per 
cent? 

Senator  GIVENS. — Because  there  is  al- 
ways a  certain  amount  of  money  which  is 
requiTed  for  the  transaction  of  current 
daily  business.  The  other  portion  is  not 
required,  unless  there  is  a  ran  on  a  bank, 
which  is  due  to  want  of  confidence;  and 
that  cmfidoice  can  be  more  effectively 
maintained  by  a  guarantee  of  the  people 
than  by  a  supposititious  ca^  reserve  in 
the  vaults  of  the  bank.  I  say  sup- 
posititious, advisedly,  because  when  it  came 
to  the  point  the  coin  reserves  did 
iKit  exist,  although  certificates  were  issued 
showing  that  th^  did  exist.  In  1895,  that 
was  the  common  experience.  The  excep- 
tions vae  few  in  which  the  actual  (X)in 
reserve  was  in  existence  to  anything  like 
the  amomit  set  forth  in  the  balance-sheets 
of  the  banks.  We  have  experience  in 
Canada  and  Australia  that  a  Government 
guarantee  is  a  surer  and  mate  efi&cacious 
means  of  securing  public  confidence  than 
anything  else.  Even  in  the  banking  crisis 
of  1893,  when  the  people  were  almost  mad 
with  excitement  over  the  failure  of  the 
banks,  as  soon  as  the  Government  guaran- 
teed the  notes  they  were  accepted  with- 
out question  in  every  State  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. Why,  when  we  can  do  three 
good  things  in  one  Act,  should  we  not  do 
them?  Those  things  are,  first,  that  we 
can  exact  a  fair  guarantee  that  the  people's 
interests  will  be  safeguarded  by  these  pro- 
posals ;  secondly,  we  can  prevent  money  from 
being  locked  up  usdessly  in  vaults  or  safes 
and  put  it  to  a  beneficent  use  in  carrying 
on  necessary  works  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people  i  and,  thirdly,  we  can  give  an  abso- 
lute security  for  that  confidence  which  the 
public  ought  to  feel  in  the  banking  insti- 
tutions with  which  they  transact  business. 
It  would  suit  everybody  except  those  who 
want  to  rake  in  profits  all  the  tinpe.  Not 
that  those  gentlemen  e\'er  hope  to  make  a 
profit  out  of  the  money  which  they  actually 
retain  as  gold  reserves  in  the  vaults,  be- 
cause it  is  impossible  to  make  a  profit  out 
of  money  unless  it  is  put  to  use.  But 
the  profit  which  they  hope  to  make  is  this 
— that  if  the  people  are  deprived  of  the 
use  of  that  money,  and  are  compelled  to 
borrow  from  other  sources,  they  will  have 
to  i>ay  high  interest,  and  in  consequence  the 
7x3 


mcoiey-lenders  and  the  profit^noogers  will 
reap  a  greater  advantage.  I  thmk  I  have 
said  enough  to  prora  that  these  proposals 
are  in  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the 
Coounonwealth.  It  does  not  matter  whe- 
ther honorable  senators  <^posite  approve 
or  disapprove  of  them,  tlie  pecj)le  will  see 
that  the  great  example  of  Canada  in  this 
regard  is  worth  following,  and  will  soon 
wake  up  to  the  necessity  of  following  it. 
No  matter  whether  the  present  Government 
or  any  other  GovMnment  is  in  power,  they 
will  have  to  do  this  thing.  I  was  very 
much  amused  the  other  day  at  the  remarks 
of  Senator  Walker  wht»  addressing  bira- 
self  to  this  question.  He  is  not  usually 
humoiuus — or  at  !east  he  does  not  attempt 
to  be.  But  soanetimes  he  is  humorous  un- 
consciously. He  said  that  what  was  re- 
quired more  than  anything  else  at  the  pre- 
sent time  was  fiscal  peace.  Senator 
Walker  was  something  like  the  Melbourne 
Argus  in  ihat  counexlon.  That  journal 
supplemented  Senator  Walker's  desire  for 
fiscal  peace  by  saying  ihai  one  other  thing 
was  just  as  much  required,  and  that  was 
political  peace.  Other  Governments  hav- 
ing been  turned  out|  of  office,  and  the 
Argus  Government  now  being  in  offi(%,  that 
journal  wants  fiscal  peace,  and  no  more 
fighting. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — The  hon- 
orable senator's  Government  wanted  fiscal 
peace  alsa 

Senator  GIV£NS.~I  have  no  desire  for 

fiscal  peace. 

SenatOT  Stanifo«th  Smith. — The  hon- 
oiable  senator  does  .not  want  peace  erf  any 
kind. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  do  not  want  it 
at  too  high  a  price.  If  I  see  scxnething 
that  does  not  tend  to  the  well-being  of  the 
Commonwealth  there  will  be  no  cry  for 
fiscal  peace  from  me,  or  for  peace  of  any 
kind  until  it  is  remedied,  no  matter  whether 
a  Government  which  I  support  occupies  the 
Treasury  bench  or  not.  There  is  no 
peace.  Because  honorable  senators  oppo- 
site happen  to  have  secured  possession  of 
the  Treasur\-  bench  they  desire  political 
peace  and  fiscal  peace.  Nobody  must 
attempt  to  dislodge  them.  So  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  they  will  get  no  peace  from 
me.  I  shall  endeavour  to  dislodge  them 
on  the  first  available  opportunity,  because 
I  believe  it  would  be  disastrous  to  the  best 
interests  of  Australia  if  the  present  Go- 
vernment were  allowed  to  retain  office  ono 
hour  longer  than  is  absolutely  necessary. 
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Senator  Sir  Josiah  Svmon. — It  is  neces- 
^sary  toe  a  good  many  years  y^ 

Senator  Gothris. — Neact  week  will  see 
the  end,  I  think. 

Senator  GIVENS.—What  is  the  posi- 
tion with  regard  to  fiscal  peace?  Mr. 
Deakin,  as  leader  of  the  Government  at 
the  time,  put  forward  a  platform  of  fiscal 
peace  during  the  life  of  the  ensuing  Par- 
liament, at  the  general  elections  held 
last  year.  But  he  put  it  forward  with  a 
very  cxnsiderable  qualification.  He  sub- 
mitted that  platform  in  conjunction  with 
an  idea  of  preferential  trade,  and  a  further 
idea  that  there  should  be  certain  bonuses 
granted.  The  party  represented  on  the  ■ 
Treasury  bench  at  the  present  time,  led 
by  the  Right  Honorable  George  Houston 
R^d,  would  not  accept  fiscal  peace  at  any 
price  at  the  general  election.  They  said 
it  was  the  white  flag,  and  they  fired  upon 
the  white  flag.  They  were  beaten,  and 
now  having  been  beaten,  they  say,  "  Allow 
us  to  omne  vci  under  the  white  flag."  The 
members  of  the  party  to  which  I  belong  put 
forward  no  such  cry  as  fiscal  peace  at  the 
elections. 

Senator  Walker. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor is  a  fiscal  atheist,  is  he  not? 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  am  not  a  fiscal 
atheist.  I  believe  that  one  of  the  most 
important  aims  we  should  have  in  view  for 
the  young  nation  which  we  are  trying  to 
build  up  here  under  the  Southern  Cross,  is 
that  so  far  as  possible  we  should  be  placed 
in  the  position  of  a  self-contained  nation, 
independent  of  any  portion  of  the  outside 
world.  What  is  our  position  as  an  island 
Continent?  If  there  were  war  to-morrow 
in  which  we  were  involved,  we  should  be 
liable  to  be-  cut  oft'  from  all  the  supplies  for 
which  we  have  hitherto  been  looking  to  the 
foreigner. 

Senator  Gkay. — ^The  honorable  senator 
does  not  suppose  that  ships  would  ccune  here 

empty  ? 

Senator  GIVENS. — If  an  honorable  sena- 
tor is  so  stupid  that  he  cannot  see  that  in  war 
time  it  is  possible  that  ships  would  be  un- 
able to  trade  with  an  island  Continent,  it  is 
useless  to  argue  with  him. 

Senator  Guthbie. — There  has  been  no 
communication  with  Japan  for  months. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Though  Great  Bri- 
tain possesses  a  magnificent  navy,  the  finest 
and  most  powerful  the  world  has  ever  seen, 
it  has  always  been  recognised  by  her  states- 
men, that  were  England  at  war  with  a  first- 
class  European  {lOwer,  it  is  possible  that  her 


supplies  of  the  necessaries  of  life  for  her 
people  might  be  very  seriously  inteirupted. 

Senator  Dobs  on. — With  a  coast  line  ex- 
tending for  8,000  miles,  it  WHild  take  a  big 
naticm  to  cut  us  off.. 

Senator  GIVENS.— A  coast  line  of  «,ooo 
miles  does  not  amount  to  very  much,  con- 
sidering our  present  means  ot  ccxumunica- 
tion.     We  have  only  three  or  four  ports  of 
the  Commonwealth  omnected  by  raiL  If  we 
could  not  get  goods  introduced  at  Sydney, 
Melbourne,  or  Adelaide,  and  they  had  to  be 
landed  at  Brisbane  or  Rockhamptoo,  we 
should  find  very  great  diflSculty  in  keeping 
Melbourne  or  Sydney  supplied.  Then,  what 
about  the  enormous  areas  in  other  parts  of 
the  Commonwealth,  which  are  not  connected 
by  rail  with  the  various  ports  ?     How  would 
they  be  supplied  ?     I  repeat  that  it  is  most 
desirable   that   Australia   should,  as  far 
as    possible,    be    a    self-ccmtained  na- 
tion.     That    we    cannot    hope    to  be, 
without    the    establishment    of  indus- 
tries of  various  kinds  within  the  Common- 
wealth,  and   they  cannot  be  established 
without  some  adequate  system  of  protection. 
Let  it  be  remembered  that  the  vast  bulk  of 
the  great  industries  even  of  free-trade  Eng- 
land were  built  up  under  a  strictly  protec- 
tive system.      I  ask  why  we  should  net 
follow  the  good  example  of  "  the  dear  old 
mother-land,"  in  that  respect.      I  do  not 
propose  to  argue  the  question  of  Protection 
versus  Free-trade  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate.    The  subject  is  too  large  to  be  dealt 
with  casually  in  a  debate  of  this  kind.  No 
one  could  hope  to  do  it  justice  by  mere 
casual  references,  and  I  wish  only  to  de- 
fine my    positicMi    in    reply    to  '  Senator 
Walker's  interjection.     I  assure  the  honor- 
able senator  that  I  am  not  a  fiscal  atheist. 
I  believe  that  a  fiscal  policy  of  some  sort  is 
absolutely  essential  as  a  part  of  the  finan- 
cial policy  which  any   party   aspiring  to 
govern  in  the  Commonwealth  must  have.  I 
hold  very  strong  views  as  to  what  our  fiscal 
policy  snouISI  m,  and  at  the  pn^ker  time  I 
shall  have  the  courage  to  freely  oiuiiciate 
those  views.      Senator   Walker  referred, 
amongst  other  things,  to  the  Western  Aus- 
tralian railway.      I  really  do  not  know 
what  attitude  the  honorable  senator  or  the 
party  to  which  he  belongs  is  ffnag  to  take 
up  on  that  great  question. 
Senator  Walkek. — I  am  m  favour  of  it. 
Senator  GIVENS.— So,  I  understand,  is 
the  present  Minister  of  Home  Affairs,  who, 
on  various  occasions,  and  on  many  plat- 
forms,  has  nu^t  strongly  denounced  it. 
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What  an  extraordinary  diangge  of  opinion 
the  translation  of  an  honorable  gentleman 
from  one  side  of  the  House  .to  another  often 
makes. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — It  does,  with  mem- 
bers of  all  parties. 

Senator  GIVENS.— A  month  ago  the 
present  Minister  of  Home  Affairs  de- 
nounced  this  proposal  in  the  most  unmea- 
sured language.  Nothing  was  then  too 
bad  to  say  about  it.  It  was  a  desert  rail- 
way, which  involved  an  unmitigated  steal 
from  the  funds  of  the  Commonwealth'. 

Senator  Sir  Josuu  Stkon. — Who  said 
that? 

Senator  Guthbie. — The  present  Minister 
of  Home  Affairs,  Mr.  Dugald  Thomson. 

Senator  GIVENS.— We  now  find  the 
honorable  gentleman  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
posal, and  actually  introducing  a  Bill  deal- 
ing with  the  subject,  in  another  place. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — ^Why  should 
he  not  change  his  mind  ? 

Senator  GIVENS. —  Certainly,  if  he 
pleases.  The  hcmorable  gentleman's  change 
of  mind  pre-supposes  that  he  has  a  mind 
to  change;  but  what  I  complain  about  is 
that  these  changes  of  mind  occur  oa\y  as 
peculiar  coincidences  at  a  time  when  some 
political  benefit  may  be  gained  by  the  in- 
dividual changing  his  mind. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — Has  the  honorable 
senator  never  changed  his  mind  for  a  bene- 
fit? 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  hope  that  when 
I  do  change  my  mind,  it  will  not  be  for 
place,  pay,  or  power. 

Senator  Gray. — I  do  not  think  the  honor- 
able senator  can  say  that  Mr.  Dugald 
ThcMnson  has  changed  his  mind  for  those 
reasons. 

Senator  GIVENS. — ^I  am  not  saying  any- 
thing at  all  about  the  hcHxn-able  gentleman, 
beyond  the  fact  that  his  change  of  mind 
at  this  time  appears  to  be  a  peculiar  coin- 
cidence. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — The  hcmorable  sena- 
tor may  as  well  say  a  thing  as  imply  it. 

Senator  GIVENS.— When  we  find  these 
coincidences  so  very  apt  to  arise  in  the  case 
of  honorable  gentlemen  of  a  peculiar  poli- 
tical brand,  we  cannot  be  blamed  for  draw- 
ing certain  conclusions — I  do  not  say  what 
those  conclusions  are.  The  whole  trouble 
with  honorable  senators  opposite,  in  their 
demand  for  fiscal  peace,  has  been  admitted 
by  Senator  Miilen,  in  the  speech  he  de- 
livered during  this  debate.    It  is  that,  if 


the  Labour  Party  were  allowed  to  remain  in 
power,  they  would  consolidate  their  position, 
and  strengthen  themselves  with  the  people 
of  tTie  Commonwealth.  That  is  what  the 
honorable  senator  said.  What  does  that 
mean?  There  is  only  one  way  in  which  a 
governing  party  can  ccxisolidate  and 
strengthen  its  position,  and  that  is  by  legis- 
lating and  administering  the  affairs  of  the 
country  in  the  interests  of  the  people.  We 
cannot  strengthen  or  omsolidate  our  posi- 
tion without  the  approval  of  the  people. 
Without  that  approval  there  can  be  no  im- 
provement made  in  our  position.  Accord- 
ing to  Senator  Mill^,  if  the  Labour  Party 
had  been  allowed  to  remain  in  power,  they 
would  have  consolidated  and  improved  their 
position.  That  means,  if  it  means  any- 
thing at  all,  that  the  people  of  the  Com- 
monwealth  had  approved,  did  approve,  and 
would  continue  to  approve  of  the  legisla- 
tion and  administraticBi  of  the  Lidxnir 
Party,  and  because  of  that  those  opposed 
to  them  thought  that  they  should  put  tiiem 
out  as  SOCHI  as  possible.  The  statement 
made  by  Senator  Millen  involves  an  admis- 
sion that  the  people  were  approving,  and 
would  probably  continue  to  approve  of  the 
legislation  and  administration  of  the  Labour 
Party,  as  being  good  for  them,  and  benefi- 
cial to  the  Commonwealth ;  but,  rather  than 
see  that  good  result  brought  about,  Senator 
Millen,  and  the  party  to  which  he  belongs, 
were  prepared  to  rraiove  from  the  Treasury 
bench  those  who  were  accomplishing  such 
good  work.  Merely  for  the  sake  of  aggran- 
dizing their  own  party,  and  for  the  sake  of 
place  and  power,  they  were  prepareil  to  turn 
off  the  Treasury  bench  a  Government 
whom  they  admitted  did  good  work,  and 
in  such  a  way  as  to  obtain  ^e  approval  and 
confidence  of  the  whole  of  the  people  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

Senator  GxmntiE. — No .  word  was  ever 
said  against  their  administration. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — There  was  not  very 
much  of  it. 

Senator  Guthrie. — There  was  four 
mcnths  of  it. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  have  stated  the 
logical  ccxiclusums  to  be  arrived  at  from 
what  Senator  Millen  said,  and  I  dialloige 
anybcxly  to  find  a  flaw  in  that  logic.  Of 
course,  Senator  Millen  said  also  that  t4ie 
ostensible  object  of  the  published  platform 
of  the  Labour  Party  did  not  cover  the  whole 
of  our  aims.  The  hcnorable  senator  did  not 
disapprove,  and  was  not  frightened  of  any- 
thing we  propose  at  preset.    It  was  what 
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was  ccvning  after  that  that  the  honorable 
senior  cdijected  ta 

Senator  Cleuons. — I  do  not  think  tiie 
honwable  senator  said  that. 

Senator  GIVENS. — Senator  demons  can 
look  up  Hansard,  and  find  it  for  himself. 

Senator  Walker.— It  is  what  Senator 
Miilen  said. 

Senator  GIVE  NS.— We  have  a  difference 
of  opinion  on  the  other  side,  straight  away. 
Senator  Walker  is  honest  enough  to  admit 
that  I  have  quoted  Senator  Millen  fairly. 

Soiator  Clemons. — I  did  not  for  a  mo- 
ment suggest  that  the  hooorable  senator  tiad 
not  quoted  Seaator  Milkoi  honestly. 

Senator  GIVEN&— I  did  not  under- 
stand Senator  Clemoos  to  admit  diat  a 
minute  ago.  Senator  Millen  believes  that 
everything  we  propose  at  the  present  time 
is  right  He  is  not  afraid  of  anything 
we  have  on  our  immediate  programme ;  it 
is  the  ultimate  ends  we  have  in  view  that 
the  h(morable  senator  is  afraid  of. 

Senator  Walkee.— Tom  Mann-ism. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  ask  whether  we 
have  not  just  as  good  a  right  to  be  afraid  oi 
what  may  be  beyond  the  present  platform 
of  4iononible  senators  opposite,  as  they  have 
to  be  afraid  of  what  is  beycxid  our  present 
platform.  Do  they  in  their  published  plat- 
form show  the  whole  of  their  ideas  and 
conclusions?  Do  they,  in  their  public 
enunciations  of  policy,  give  the  whole  of 
their  aspirations,  aims,  and  objects?  Not 
they- 

Senator  Walker. — They  have  taken  a 
leaf  out  of  the  book  of  the  Labour  Party. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  want  to  show  the 
utter  insincerity  of  the  sort  of  criticism  to 
which  the  Labour  Party  has  been  subjected 
It  is  admitted  by  honorable  senators  oppo- 
site that  thev  take  exactly  the  same  course 
which  they  denounce  the  Labour  Party  for 
taking;  though  we  of  the  Labour  Party 
have  not  done  anything  to  justify  the 
charges  made.  So  far  as  the  Labour  Party 
are  concerned,  we  are  not  revolutionary 
Socialists.  We  do  not  want  to  accomplish 
reforms  by  revolution,  because  we  believe 
that  reforms  thus  accomplished  would  not 
be  lasting  or  have  a  good  effect.  What  we 
belie\'e  in  is  evolution — a  gradual  growth. 
We  want  to  take  one  step  at  a  time,  and 
judge  by  the  circumstances  of  that  time 
as  to  what  the  subsequent  steps  shall  be. 
It  has  been  charged  against  us  that  we  are 
never  satisfied — that  we  agitate  until  we 
get  what  we  want,  and  then  immediately 
reach  out  our  hands  for  more.  Of  course 
we  do,  and  quite  right  too.    But  the  Tory 


is  never  content  that  that  should  be  the 
case,  although  a  moment's  thot^t  ^uuld 
convince  him  that  the  very  fact  that  the 
people  are  never  satisfied,  but  are  alvavt 
resdiing  out  for  more,  is  dke  sureit  gmno- 
tee  of  our  continued  prosperity,  ud  the 
best  assurance  of  the  vitality  uid  antaned 
life  of  our  race.  When  we  sink  to  a  state 
of  plodding  contentment,  in  which  we  an 
satisfied  with  anything  that  cooes  along, 
that  day  will  spell  stagnation,  and  stagna- 
tion will  inevitably  spell  rum.  We  desite 
to  continually  strive  for  something  bet- 
ter, and  that  is  what  the  L^r 
Party  means  to  do — to  keep  on  strir- 
ing  until  they  arrive  at  the  final  goal, 
whether  that  be  this  year,  not  )-ear,  or 
next  century,  when  human  ^ort  can  make 
no  further  progress  towards  human  happi- 
ness. Until  the  sum  total  of  posnble  hunun 
happiness  is  obtained,  I  hope  tiie  Labour 
Party,  and  every  progressive  party,  will 
never  rest  content.  I  should  like  to  male  i 
passing  reference  to  Senator  Millen's  obser- 
vations on  what  he  called  the  "Petnaitii 
scandal."  These  are  not  my  words,  but  the 
words  of  Senator  Milloi,  whom  we  nor 
find  supporting  certain  members  of  a  Go- 
vernment who  perpetrated  that  scandal. 
Could  anything  be  more  inconsistent  n 
more  degrading  to  the  .public  life  of  the 
Commonwealth,  than  that  a  man  in  a  re- 
presentative position  sfaoild  describe  a  cer- 
tain course  of  action  as  a  scandal,  aid  at 
the  same  time  give  his  support  to  the  ten 
men  who  were  guilty  of  what  he  denounces? 
The  scandal,  if  scandal  there  was.  lay  in 
the  lying  and  misrepresentations  used  br 
the  Free-Trade  Party  of  New  South  Wales 
for  political  purposes.  It  was  lying  of  the 
most  shameless  description  fnHn  hegiffliin^ 
to  end,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  so. 

Senator  Keating. — Do  not  fwget  the 
Melbourne  Argus. 

Senator  GIVENS.— There  was  the  Mel- 
bourne Argus  too;  but  it  was  the  Free 
trade  Party  who  used  this,  and  othei 
dirty  weapons,  which  I  had  better  not  men- 
tion in  a  respectable  Chamber  of  this  sori. 
It  has  been  proved  over  and  over  again 
from  the  papers  laid  mi  the  table  during 
the  sessi<Mi  that  the  statements  made  about 
the  Ptitiana  case  were  absdutely  false,  and 
die  parties  who  made  the  statements  knev 
that  they  were  false,  bat  diey  lued  tbem 
deliberatelv,  and  of  malioe  afOTCthougiit 
for  the  attainment  of  their  own  politial 
ends.  Thev  could  not  fight  nor  win  their 
case  honorably,  but  had  to  descend  to 
dirty  political  methods  of  this  sort  in  their 
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efforts  to  discredit  the  Government  then  in 
power.  Now,  strange  to  say,  we  find  those 
gentlemen  who  davxmced  the  "  Petriana 
scandal,"  anu  the  Government  who  pexpe* 
Crated  it,  ann  in  ann,  and  cheek  by  jowl 
with  the  men  they  denounced. 

Senator  Wjoiuu — How  about  the  Stel- 
ling  case? 

Senator  GIVENS.— That  was  a  case  of 
a  similar  description.  Hcmorable  senators 
opposite  are  so  much  in  love  with  the 
criminal  that  they  want  to  gather  him  to 
their  bosom  with  as  little  impediment  as 
possible.  If  I  were  to  go  into  the  par- 
ticnlars  of  the  "Petriana  scandal,"  the 
Stdlmg  case,  or  of  the  famoas  nx  hattos 
we  beard  so  modi  noise  about,  my  observa- 
tiixis  would  be  of  inordinate  loigth.  As 
the  Labour  Party  did  not  perpetrate  the 
awful  things  which  honor^le  senators  op- 
posite so  freely  and  eloquently  denounce, 
we  are  not  on  our  defmce,  and  we  shall 
therefore  leave  it  to  Senator  Drake,  Sir 
George  Turner,  and  other  hcwrorable  gentle- 
men who  are  now  associated  with  honcn^able 
senators  opposite,  to  defend  and  explain 
the  position.  Senator  Millen,  in  the  course 
of  Us  reraa^  said — and  I  think  I  quote 
famLOonecdf— that  the  Labour  Party  stands 
iat  oollective  effort,  while  he  stands  for 
individual^m ;  and  before  I  ctxiclude,  I 
intend  to  deal  with  that  aspect  of  the  ques- 
tion. Senator  Millen's  statement,  or  enuncia- 
tion of  policy  in  this  connexion  can,  I 
believe,  be  taken  as  fairly  repre- 
sentative  of  the  views  expressed  by 
most  honorable  members  on  the  other 
side,  and  therefore  my  remarks  will  apply 
generally,  and  not  to  Senatcw  Millen,  or 
any  other  honorable  senator,  in  particular. 
But  prior  to  dealing  with  this  matter  I  de- 
sire to  pmnt  out  for  the  boiefit  of  the  Senate 
and  the  people  of  the  Comnxsiwealth  that 
the  policy  of  the  present  Administration, 
so  far  as  we  have  had  any  enunciation  of 
it,  is  absolutely  a  colorless  one,  ccmtaining 
nothing  which  has  not  been  prwnised  or 
taken  in  hand  by  previous  Administrations. 
That  policy  is  one  which  the  present  head 
of  the  Government  described  in  his  cele- 
brated speech  at  Warragul  as  a  "  crawling 
policy  "  ;  and  now  that  it  has  been  adopted 
by  him  I  suppose  we  are  justified  in  styling 
the  Prime  Minister  a  "  crawling  "  poli- 
tician. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Svmon. — That  is  too 

elaborate  a  joke. 

Senator  GIVENS. — I  do  not  know  that. 
Mr.  Reid  was  not  a  little  bit  delicate  about 
applying  the  epithet,  which  I  admit  is  not 


elegant  But  the  Labour  Party  did  not 
invent  the  adjective  in  the  first  instance,  and 
I  am  now  using  the  eloquent  language  of 
such  a  distinguished  statesman  as  the  pre- 
sent head  of  the  Government.  So  far  as  we 
have  been  able  to  find  any  policy  in  the 
declarati(Hi  of  the  Government,  it  is  that 
which  they  have  stated  on  public  platforms 
from  one  end  of  the  Commonwealth  to  the 
other,  and  which  has  been  stated  by  Senator 
Millen  here — the  policy  of  anti- Socialism. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  an  hcxiorable  senator 
opposite  who  will  deny  that  that  indicates 
their  real  objectim  to  the  Labour  Party, 
and  is  the  real  policy  they  are  putting  for- 
ward at  the  presmt  time. 

Senator  DoBS(»f. — The  htmorable  senator 
had  better  define  ** Socialism"  before  he 
goes  on. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  shall  do  that  for 
the  benefit  of  the  honorable  senator.  Honor- 
able senators  opposite  have  denounced  each 
other  year  after  year,  and  Administration 
after  Administration  have  denounced  each 
other  in  the  most  bitter  language ;  and  I  sup- 
pose we  must  give  them  credit  for  sincerity  in 
advocating  separate  policies  which  each  has 
declared  would  be  ruinous  to  the  countr}'. 
The  protectionists  said  that  protection  was 
the  chief  plank  in  their  platform,  and  that 
without  it  the  country  would  be  ruined — 
that  if  the  destinies  of  the  Commonwealth 
were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  free-traders, 
it  would  be  "  good-bye  "  to  the  prosperity  of 
Australia  and  of  the  various  States.  The 
free-traders  said  exactly  the  same  thing 
about  the  protectionists,  who  were  described 
as  robbers  of  one  class  of  the  community 
for  the  benefit  of  another.  Now  we  find 
the  free-traders  and  the  protectionists  arm  in 
arm. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — So  they  are 
in  the  Labour  Party,  are  they  not  ? 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  Labour  Party 
never  deceived  the  public  of  Australia,  but 
came  forward  with  a  straight-out  platform, 
declaring  that  they  put  that  platform  first 
and  the  fiscal  issue  second. 

Senator  Walker. — The  Labour  Party  are 
apparently  divided  on  the  fiscal  question. 

Senator  GIVENS. — Some  of  the  members 
of  the  Labour  Part\-  hold  free-trade  prin- 
ciples, so  far  as  fiscal  ideas  can  be  called 
principles,  and  there  are  other  members  who 
hold  protectionist  opinions.  But,  in  my 
opinion,  fiscal  ideas  of  one  kind  or  another 
are  not  principles,  but  mere  matters  of  ex- 
pediency, largely  or  almost  entirely  gm'emed 
by  time,  place,  and  circumstances. 

Digftized  by  Google 


4614  Ministerial  [SENATE.]  Statement. 


Senator  Pulsford. — ^The  honorable  sena- 
tor is  evidently  a  fiscal  atheist,  after  all. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  am  not  a  fiscal 
athnst  As  we  find  those  ardent  free- 
traders arm-in-arm  with  the  men  they  de- 
nounced as  robbers  

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syhon. — It  shows 
how  forgiving  they  are. 

Senator  GTVENS. — It  shows  that  greater 
than  fiscal  principles,  or  any  differences 
which  may  have  previously  existed,  there  is 
a  motive  at  wotIe,  and  that  great  and  guid- 
ing motive  is  hatred  of  the  Labour  Party — 
absolute  hatred  of  the  Labour  Party. 

Senate  Walker. — Political  hatred. 

Senator  GIVENS. — I  am  speaking  in  no 
other  sense  but  political. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Svmon. — I  hope  the 
honorable  senator  does  not  speak  of  me  as 
hating  the  Labour  Party,  because  I  am  all 
love  for  them. 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  Attorney-Gene- 
ral is  as  mild  as  a  sucking  dove,  and  would 
not,  I  am  sure,  say  a  word  to  disturb  the 

equanimity  or  calm  of  this  Chamber. 
I  believe  tliat  when  he  spoke  at  a  public 
function  in  Adelaide  recently  he  de- 
nounced the  Labour  Party. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — I  think 
not. 

Senator  GIVENS. — Is  the  report  wrong 
again  ? 

S«iator  Sir  Josiah  Syhok. — I  spt^e  in 

chastening  love  of  them. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Yes,  just  like  a 
mother  feels  when  she  spanks  the  baby. 
It  is  evident  that  there  must  have  been 
some  very  strong  motive  to  make  these  erst- 
while political  enemies  on  the  other  side 
come  together. 

Senator  Dobson. — When  the  alliance 
comes  ofif  what  are  the  honorable  senator's 
friends  going  to  do?  Go  arm  in  arm  to- 
gether. 

Senator  GIVENS. — I  have  always  been 
able  to  go  arm  in  arm  with  any  reformer, 
whether  he  has  been  a  protectionist  or  a 
free-trader,  because  we  did  not  put  the 
fiscal  question  as  a  leading  issue  to  the 
people,  and  we  break  no  pledge  by  leaving 
it  sunk.  Furthermore,  we  always  told  the 
electors  that  it  was  a  mere  secondary  mat- 
ter, and  that  labour  principles  should  re- 
ceive first  consideration,  because  we  find 
that  in  free-trade  England  there  are  mil- 
lions of  persons  who  are  in  a  amdition  of 
absolute  starvaticm  to-day,  and  that  lihe 
same  thing  exists  in  protecticmist  America, 
showing  conclusively  that  neither  free-trade 


nor  protection  of  itself  will  eflfect  the  in- 
dustrial salvation  of  the  masses  of  the 
people.  But  hcHiorable  senators  on  the 
other  side  put  their  fiscal  faith  first,  and 
yet  they  have  sunk  it,  joined  together  by  a 
common  hatred  of  the  Labour  Party — that 
is,  of  the  aspirations  of  the  masses  of  the 
people  of  Australia. 

Senator  Walker. — In  defence  against 
attacks. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  shall  be  able  to 
enlighten  the  honorable  senator  before  I 
have  finished.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
party  which  is  stigmatized  as  being  all  that 
is  bad  have  no  desire,  as  they  have  evi- 
denced time  and  again,  to  grasp  the  govern- 
ing power  for  the  mere  sake  of  being  in 
office.  The  only  desire  we  have  ever  had 
in  entering  the  parliamentajry  arenti,  or 
accepting  any  public  or  administrative  posi- 
tion, has  been  to  promote  the  well-being  of 
the  people  of  Australia,  as  has  been  pro\-ed 
over  and  over  again.  We  are  here  not  to 
represent  property  or  social  position,  ot 
anything  of  that  kind,  but  to  represent  the 
common  rights  of  humanity.  When  honor- 
able senators  opposite  have  sunk  their  fiscal 
belief,  and  every  ptnnt  of  diflference  which 
has  hitherto  listed  between  them,  to  fight 
us,  unquestimably  they  are  fitting  against 
the  well-b^g  of  the  masses  of  the  pec^le. 

Senator  Dobson. — "Voa  have  a  fuimy 
way  of  protecting  the  rights  of  the  noo- 
unionists. 

Senator  GIVENS.— We  shall  have  an 
opportunity  to  discuss  that  question  by-and- 
by,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  necessary  for 
me  to  remind  an  old  parliamentarian 
like  Senator  Dobson  that  it  is  quite 
unusual,  and,  I  believe,  highly  dis- 
orderly, to  anticipate  the  debate  on  a 
measure.  We  welcome  the  coalition  on  the 
other  side,  becausie  it  places  all  the  enemies 
of  the  masses  of  the  people  in  one  camp. 
We  are  not  now  liable  to  a  flank  attack. 
We  have  all  our  enemies  in  front  of  us.  and 
we  know  exactly  whom  we  have  to  deal 
with,  and  the  people  of  Australia  will  con- 
tinue to  deal  with  them  until,  as  occurred  in 
Queensland  the  other  day,  they  are  prac- 
tically wiped  out. 

Senator  Walker. — The  Labour  Party 
had  to  unite  with  a  certain  section  there  to 
do  it. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Queensland  has  ab- 
solutelv  the  worst  franchise  to  be  found  in 

Australia.  In  some  electorates  the  pro- 
perty vote  amounts  to  50  per  cent.  A 
man  may"  possess  a  vote  for  every  electcw- 
ate  in  the  State,  and  may  reoord  a  vote  for 
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seventy-two  candidates.  But,  in  spite  of 
the  franchise  and  everything  els^  in  a 
House  of  seventy -two  members,  we  have 
thirty-four  straight  labour  men,  and  we 
are  allied  with  the  Progressive  Party  of 
twraty  members.  In  fact,  the  positicm  is 
so  unprecedented  that  benches  have  had 
to  be  removed  from  the  Opposition  to  the 
Government  side  in  order  to  acoommodate 
all  the  Progressivists. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Does  the  honor- 
able senator  think  that  that  has  anything  to 
do  with  the  policy  of  the  Govemmoit? 

Senator  GIVE  NS.— So  far  as  I  know, 
sir,  this  debate  is  on  the  question  as  to 
whether  a  certain  paper  shall  be  printed 
or  not. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Yes,  and  on  that 
question  the  policy  of  the  Government  and 
that  of  the  Opposition  can  be  debated. 

Senator  GIVENS. — I  am  showing  that, 
according  to  the  results  of  the'  recmt 
Queensland  elections,  a ,  very  important 
porti(Hi  of  the  Commonwealth  is  in 
entire  opposition  to  the  policy  of  the 
present  Government,  and  I  think,  with 
all  due  respect  to  you,  sir,  I  am 
entitled  to  quote  a  fact  like  that  to  bear 
out  my  argument.  The  only  policy  I 
have  been  able  to  discover  on  the  other 
side,  if  it  is  worthy  of  being  called  a 
policy,  is  that  the  Government  and  their 
supporters  are  against  the  Labour  Party. 
What  does  that  mean?  It  means  that  they 
are  against  the  workers  of  the  community, 
because  the  Labour  Party  aspires  to  repre- 
sent Uie  workers. 

SenatOT  Dobson. — ^The  hcuorable  sena- 
tor told  us  about  ten  minute  ago  that  the 
Labour  Party  represent  all  the  people. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  think  I  shall  have 
to  come  down  to  definitions  or  "  fundamen- 
tals," in  order  to  instruct  the  honorable 
and  learned  senator. 

Senator  Dobson. — I  hope  that  the  Immi- 
orable  senator  will  stick  there. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  do  not  intend  to 
stick  at  the  bottom  all  the  time.  The  hon- 
orable and  learned  senator  would  like  the 
majority  of  the  people  to  stick  at  the  bot- 
tcun,  and  allow  him  to  trample  upon  them 
just  as  he  likes ;  but  they  are  not  going  to 
stick  there.  When  I  speak  of  the  workers, 
I  speak  about  the  only  persons  in  the  com- 
munity who  are  worth  talking  about. 

Senator  Dobson. — That  is  right  The 
Labour  Party  are  not  representing  all  the 
people,  but  only  the  workers. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  define  a  worker 
to  mean  any  person  in  the  community  who 


performs  a  useful  function,  whether  by 
brain  or  by  hand,  either  in  production,  or 
in  distribution.  That  definition  is  wide 
enough  to  cover  at  least  90  per  cent,  of  the 
community.  Any  man  who  does  not  per- 
form a  useful  function — -I  do  not  care  if 
he  be  a  millionaire — is  not  worth  consider- 
ing. Because,  after  all,  there  are  only 
two  classes  in  the  community — the  workers 
and  the  loafers.  A  millionaire  can  be  a 
loafer,  just  as  much  as  a  man  who  is  taken; 
up  in  the  street  and  given  six  months  under 
the  Vagrant  Act.  The  millionaire  is  very 
often  the  worst  sort  of  loafer,  because  not 
only  is  his  own  capacity  for  wealth  pro- 
duction wasted,  but  the  capacity  for  use- 
fulness of  dozens  of  persons  is  wasted 
in  waiting  upon  him.  That  is  an  economic 
truth  which  may  not  be  acceptable  to  Sena- 
tor Dobson. 

Senator  Dobson. — It  is  very  omtradic- 
tory  of  fwrner  remarks  of  the  honorable 
senator. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  have  not  accused 
the  honorable  and  learned  senator  of  under- 
standing anything.  I  am  here  to  state  the 
case  as  well  as  I  can,  and  put  forward  plain 
arguments  in  its  support.  But  I  am  not 
here  to  supply  the  bcmorable  and  learned 
senator  with  the  necessary  brains  to  under- 
stand them. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — What  has  a  sena- 
tor's personal  qualifications  to  do  with  the 
policy  of  the  Government? 

Senator  GIVENS. — I  submit  that  when 
stupid  interjections  are  being  omtinually 
fired  off  at  me,  I  am  entitled  to  aplain  the 
difl&nilty  I  am  in  in  meeting  a  gentleman  of 
the  density  of  Senator  Dobson.  Why  are 
the  Labour  Party  hated  so  much  by  honor- 
able senators  on  the  other  side?  They  hate 
us  so  much  that  they  have  sunk  the  fiscal 
principles  which  are  so  dear  to  them  in 
order  to  "  down  "  us.  Our  aims  can  stand 
any  amount  of  criticism.  We  do  not  desire 
to  do  an  injustice  to  any  person  in  the  com- 
munity, whether  he  is  rich  or  poor.  All 
we  asK  for  is  a  fair  deal  for  every  man, 
wnnan,  and  child.  We  intend  to  insist 
that  every  person  shall  get  a  fair  deal. 

Senator  Dobson. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor called  a  man  who  has  land  or  money  a 
robber. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  refuse  to  have 
words  put  into  my  mouth  by  Senator  Dob- 
son ;  I  did  not  call  any  man  a  vAAxt. 

Senator  Dobson. — Some  mnnbers  of  the 
Labour  Party  did. 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  honorable  and 
learned  senator  cannot  accuse  me  of  not 
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expressing  my  opinions  fully  and  plainly 
this  evening.  I  have  not  minced  my 
words,  noi  shall  I.  If  I  believe  that  a 
man  is  a  robber,  I  shall  tell  him  so,  either 
here  or  outside.  The  Labour  Party  -will 
insist  upon  getting  a  fair  deal  for  every 
person.  So  far,  there  has  been  one  law 
for  the  rich  and  one  law  for  the  poor.  It 
is  very  likely  that  the  Attorney-General  will 
deny  that. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syhon. — I  do  not 
assent  to  it. 

Senator  GIVEN'S. — That  implies  that 
the  honorable  and  learned  senator  does  not 
deny  my  statement. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syhon. — I  do  not 
assent  to  it. 

Senator  GIVENS.— If  it  is  denied,  I 
can  quote  innumerable  instances  to  show 
where  there  has  been  one  law  for  the  ricb, 
and  one  law  for  the  poor.  The  Labour 
Party  want  to  make  no  such  distinction  as 
that.  We  desire  to  have  one  law  for  the 
rich  and  poor  alike,  and  to  have  it  clearly 
-understood  that  no  man  shall  get  an  exemp- 
tion from  a  law  because  of  his  social  posi- 
tion, or  his  wealth,  or  anything  else.  We 
want  to  make  the  law  courts  and  the  fount 
of  justice  as  free  to  the  poorest  individual 
in  the  community      to  the  highest. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Stmon. — Is  not  that 
so  now? 

Senator  GIVENS. — It  may  be  in  theory, 
but  it  is  not  in  practice. 

Senator  Walker. — Is  it  fair  play  to  giw 
a  preference  to  unionists? 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  have  said  several 
times  tiiat  it  is  disorderly  to  anticipate  the 
debate  on  a  measure,  and  I  do  not  intend 
to  break  the  rule.  I  shall  argue  that  point 
with  the  greatest  pleasure,  either  with  Sena- 
tor Dob  son  or  with  Senator  Walker  when 
the  proper  time  comes.  The  criticism 
which  is  levelled  against  the  Labour  Party 
and  its  methods  strikes  me  as  being  ex- 
ceedingly stupid.  Only  a  party  that  is 
devdd  of  any  sound  l<)gical  reason  would 
stoop  to  malce  some  of  the  miserable  ex- 
cuses whidi  have  been  put  forward  by  hon- 
orable senators  opposite  as  reastms  why 
thev  difilike  and  hate  the  Labour  Partv. 
In  the  first  place,  we  are  accused  uf  put- 
ting forward  a  cast-iron  programme.  Are 
we  not  entitled  to  tell  the  people  before 
we  seek  their  suffrages  what  our  views  are 
on  the  principal  questions  of  the  day? 
Would  it  be  honest  for  us  not  to  do  so? 
And  yet  because  we  put  forward  our  views 
in  plain  black  and  white,  because  we  took 
the  people  into  our  coi^dence,  and  told 


ttieni  exactly  vhat  we  mean,  it  is  soogfat 
to  haand  us  out  of  public  life. 
That  is  what  it  means  when  they  objea  tu 
our  cast-iron  platfcvm.  We  are  also 
accused  of  signing  a  pledge.  Why  should 
we  not  sign  a  pledge  to  the  people  ?  The 
past  political  history  of  ever\-  State  in  the 
Commonwealth  has  proved  that  a  number 
of  people  have  gone  on  to  the  platform, 
and  have  virtually  pledged  themselves  to 
certain  speciiic  political  principles,  but  have 
betrayed  the  peo[>le  when  they  got  into 
Parliament.  Th^  have  afterwards  doiied 
that  they  gave  sudi  pledges,  umplr  because 
there  was  no  ddinite  record  that  they  had 
dcme  so.  We  take  out  of  the  hands  of  any 
member  of  our  party  the  possibility  of  de- 
ceiving the  people  in  that  way.  We  say. 
"If  you  want  to  be  a  member  of  our  part>-. 
you  must  subscribe  to  the  broad  principles 
which  we  believe  in.  and  which  every  mem- 
ber of  our  party  subscribes  to."  Is  it  un- 
reas(Hiable  that  before  a  person  is  lecogrused 
by  us  as  one  of  ourselves  he  should  be 
asked  to  sign  and  subscribe  to  nactly  the 
same  platform  as  that  to  which  we  hare 
given  our  adherence?  There  is  no  coer- 
cion in  that.  If  a  man  does  not  wish  to 
sign  the  platform,  he  is  perfectly  free  not 
to  do  so  ;  only  we  must  be  given  the  same 
liberty  to  keep  our  party  clear  of  men  whn 
will  not  subscribe  to  our  principles.  There 
is  nothing  improper  in  any  member  of  Par- 
liament signing  a  pledge  to  the  people  who 
elect  him.  Let  me  remind  hontxable  sena- 
tors that  before  they  take  th»r  place  in  this 
Chamber,  they  have  not  only  to  sign  a 
pledge,  but  to  swear  to  it.  Take  the  case 
of  a  minister  of  religion  in  any  de- 
nomination. That  holy  man — whom  we 
might  reasonably  be  expected  to  b.ive  his 
word  taken  without  making  any  definite 
pledge — is  expected  to  make  a  public  vow 
that  he  believes  in  certain  things.  Is  it  not 
a  fact  that  a  justice  of  the  peace,  when  he 
is  appointed,  has  not  only  to  pledge  his 
word,  but  to  swear  that  he  will  ad- 
minister justice  evenly  and  impartiallv? 
Is  it  not  a  fact  that  in  nearly  everx-  public 
office  of  any  consequence  a  man  has  not 
only  to  sign  a  pledge,  but  to  swear  it? 
Turn  to  the  highest  office  in  the  Empire. 
Take  King  Edward  himself.  Before  he 
mounted  the  throne  of  England,  he  not  onlv 
had  to  sign  a  pledge,  but  to  swear  in  the 
most  solemn  manner ;  and  that  pledge  was 
the  most  cast-iron  one  that  could  be 
imagined.  I  think  that  what  is  good  enough 
for  King  Edward,  who  is  so  much  admired 
by  ultra  loyal  senators  opposite,  ^gbt  to 
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be  good  enough  for  an  humble  member  of 
Parliamoat. 

Senator  Dobson. — We  are  governed  by 
discusskm,  not  by  cast-iroo  pledges. 

Senator  GIVENS. — Every  one  knows  that 
Parliament  is  a  deliberative  assembly,  but  is 
it  not  a  fact  that  every  member  comes  into 
Parliament  with  certain  definite  oxivictions 
and  principles  ?  Does  he  not  tell  the  electors 
that  he  will  enter  Parliament  with  cer- 
tain fixed  ideas  in  his  mind  as  to  the  best 
things  to  do  under  certain  circumstances? 
There  is  plenty  of  room  for  discussion  and 
deliberation  in  reference  to  the  details  of 
tix>se  principles  and  measures  to  give  the 
follest  poanble  room  for  individual  liberty. 
Take  a  supposititious  case.  Senator  Dobson 
believes .  that  human  life  is  sacred.  He 
would  not  hesitate  for  a  moment  to  go  on 
any  platftxm  and  say  that  he  was  in  favour 
of  aii\-  law  which  would  prohibit  the  taking 
of  life  and  punish  any  man  who  did  violence 
to  another.  Would  that  pledge  deprive 
lum,  when  he  entered  Parliament,  from 
exeicising  a  full  discretion  as  to  the  de- 
tails of  any  measure  that  was  intended  to 
carry  oitt  Aat  principle?  No  one  knows 
t)etter  than  Senator  Dobson  that  it  would 
not»  and  he  is  really  beating  the  air  in  put- 
ting forward  ridiculous  objections  of  that 
kind. 

Senator  Dobson. — Facts  are  never  ridic- 
ulous ;  this  is  a  deliberative  assembly,  and 
the  hcmorable  senator's  party  oxne  into  it 
bound  hand  and  foot,  and  can  do  nothing. 

Senator  GIVENS.— These  is  not  a  mem- 
ber of  our  party  who  comes  into  Parliament 
bound  hand  and  foot  in  any  way.  Every 
member  gives  his  adherence  to  certain  prin- 
ciples which  have  been  agitating  the  public 
mind,  and  which  are  prominently  before  the 
electors.  The  public  are  entitled  to  know 
the  attitude  of  candidates  upon  those  sub- 
jects. But  after  a  member  of  our  party 
comes  into  Parliament  he  has  a  perfect 
right  to  discuss  the  details  ttf  any  .measure 
as  to  how  far  it  is  necessary  to  go.  and  what 
it  is  necessary  to  dt^  in  (Hrder  to  give  due 
effect  to  the  principles  to  which  he  has  ad- 
hered. Another  thing  which  has  been  urged 
against  the  Labour  Party  is  that  we  deliber- 
ate in  caucus.  Senator  Dobson  said  that 
he  is  in  favour  of  deliberation,  yet  he  de- 
nounces us  because  we  deliberate  too  much. 

Senator  Dqbsoil — I  want  the  honorable 
senator's  paity  to  deliberate  in  public,  not 
in  secret. 

Senator  GIVENS.—Has  Senator  Dobson 
ever  attended  a  caucus  meeting? 


Senator  Dobsok — I  think  I  held  about 
three  in  two  years 

Senator  GIVENS.— That  shows  what  an 
atttocrat  the  honor^le  and  learned  senator 
was  when  he  was  in  power,  and  how  dan- 
gerous it  would  be  to  allow  the  semWannt 
of  power  to  a  man  who  mmld  not  even  ccn- 
suU  his  own  supporters  more  than  twice  or 
thrice  in  two  years.  What  is  infinitely 
worse  than  caucus  govemmeitt  is  goremment 
by  one  man  who  is  determined  to  do  what 
he  likes  without  consulting  others.  But  the 
very  fact  that  Senator  Ddbson  held  two  or 
three  caucus  meetings  gives  away  his  whole 
case.  To  hold  cme  caucus  meeting  is  as 
bad  as  to  hold  a  dozen.  A  doien  meet- 
ings are  just  as  capable  q€  being  justi- 
fied as ,  cme  if  they  are  necessary. 
But  the  most  effective  fc«m  of  caucus 
meeting  of  wbidi  I  have  ever  heard  is 
a  Cabinet  meeting.  Soiator  Mukaby  has 
been  a  Cabinjet  Minister.  Wh&i  his 
C!^)u^  met  did  they  do  so  publicly  ?  Did 
they  take  the  representatives  of  the  people 
into  their  confidence  P  On  the  contrary,  they 
were  sworn  to  secrecy  when  tb^  accepted 
office.  The  very  men  who  have  attended 
Cabinet  metfings,  whicii  were  absolutely 
secret,  have  the  unblushing  effnuatery  and 
the  cast-iron  audacity  to  condemn  us  for 
holding  cauicus  cneetings  t  How  is  a  party 
to  arri^^  at  the  best  line  of  policy  to  pur- 
sue unless  they  hold  caucus  meetings? 
Why  should  tbey  not  ocHisuIt  with  each 
other  ?  Is  there  anything  inherently 
wrong  in  it,  or  anything  that  can  be  oflfen- 
sive  to  any  fair-minded  man  ?  Un- 
doubtedly irot.  Those  who  condemn  us 
for  holding  caucus  meetings  without  anv 
adequate  reason  also  object  to  our  plat- 
form, though  not  because  of  what  is  con- 
tained in  it,  for  they  are  coquetting  with 
most  of  it  themselves.  They  object  to  us 
because  they  call  us  Socialists.  I  do  not 
mince  matters  for  a  mtment.  I  nevn  did 
den^,  and  I  never  will  deny,  that  I  am  a 
Socialist,  nor  shall  I  'ever  feel  a 
little  bit  ashamed  of  being  a  Social- 
ist. I  believe  that  Socialism  is  the 
only  system  which  will  secure  the  indus- 
tiial  salvation  of  the  masses  of  the  people. 
Socialism  is  more  than  justified  by  every- 
thing that  we  see  around  us  in  our  civU'i- 
zatioo.  I  will  not  give  my  own  opinion 
as  to  what  civilizatiwi  is,  but  I  will  quote 
an  expert  (pinion.  Professor  Alfrul 
Russell  Wallace,  in  his  cel^rated  work  on 
the  Malay  Archipelago,  in  his  concluding 
chapters,  makes  a  few  observations  upcm 
this  subject.     It  must  be  remembered  that 
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he  is  a  man  in  the  highest  ranks  of  science. 
After  spending  seven  years  in  the  Malay 
Archipelago  amongst  savage  races,  be 
said  that  if  civilizaticxi  had  nothing 
better  to  offer  us  than  we  see 
aroukid.  us  to-day,  then  that  oivilization 
stands  condemned,  as  compared  wit^  the 
savagery  which  be  witnessed  amongst  the 
Malays.  Senator  Millen  said  that  the  dif- 
ference between  his  party  and  ours  is  the 
difference  between  Individualism  and  Social- 
ism. I  accept  that  as  correct.  What  is 
the  result  of  the  individualism  which  we  see 
around  us?  During  the  recent  debates  in 
England  on  preferential  trade,  it  has  been 
stated  repeatedly  that,  out  of  a  populaticm 
of  about  40,000,000  in  t^e  United  King- 
dom, there  are  12,000,000  who  .  are  con- 
tinually on  the  verge  of  starvation,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  Great  Britain  is 
the  wealthiest  nation  in  the  world.  At  the 
same  time,  millions  of  money  are  lying  ab- 
solutely idle,  because  profitable  investment 
cannot  be  found  for  them.  That  is  the 
position  in  free-trade  England;  but  I  am 
free  to  admit  that  the  state  of  things  in 
protectionist  America  is  almost  as  bad.  Go 
lo  Germany,  to  France,  or  to  any  other 
country,  and  you  will  find  that  as  wealth 
has  accumulated  in  the  hands  of  a  few,  so 
has  misery  increased  amongst  the  many. 
Where  are  the  effects  of  individualism? 
Individualism  will  callously  crush  the  life 
out  of  the  little  child,  if  that  child  stands 
between  it  and  the  realization  of  its  profits. 
It  will  separate  the  wife  from  the  husband. 
It  will  compel  diildren  to  ^  without  ade- 
quate education  or  even  without  adequate 
food,  in  the  interests  of  profit-mak- 
ing. Individualism,  for  the  sake  of 
profits,  will  even  poisOTi  the  children, 
bv  giving  them  adulterated  milk  and 
food.  What  do  we  see  in  Victoria, 
as  the  result  of  the  inquiries  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  the  butter  bonuses? 
If  the  statements  made  before  that  Com- 
mission are  proved,  and  they  have  not  been 
contradicted,  men  who  have  moved  in  the 
highest  ranks  of  commercial  life,  men 
against  whom  no  breath  of  suspicion^  was 
formerly  urged,  are  now  being  arraigned 
before  the  public,  and  I  venture  to  say 
that  in  the  minds  of  the  public  they  must 
for  ever  stand  condemned,  owing  to  the 
malpractices  of  which  they  have  been 
guilty.  They  have  done  what  they  have 
been  accused  of  doing,  in  the  pursuit  of  in- 
dividualism, the  chief  ideal  of  which  is 
the  increase  of  profits,  irrespective  of  the 
good  of  the  State,  or  of  any  canon  of 
Senator  Givens. 


morality.  They  fulfilled  the  commer- 
cial law  of  getting  the  highest  profits 
it  was  possible  for  them  to  grab  by  any 
means  in  their  power.  That  is  individual- 
ism all  through.  Has  not  the  State  been 
compelled  to  pass  laws  to  pre%'ent  adul- 
teration ;  to  prevent  the  trade  dL  the  country 
being  ruined  by  the  malpractices  of  ex- 
porters in  exporting  shoddy  and  inferior 
goods?  Has  it  not  been  necessary  to  have 
State  interference  in  a  thousand  and  ooe 
forms  at  every  *  turn  in  every  civilized 
nation?  Why  has  this  State  interference 
been  necessary  ?  It  is  owing  to  the  e\il  re- 
sults of  the  system  of  individualism,  a 
system  by  which  every  man  grabs  all  he 
can  for  himself,  irrespective  of  the  well- 
being  of  the  State,  and  of  every  other  in- 
diyidual  in  the  community.  The  aim  of 
the  merchant,  the  exporter,  the  importer,  and 
everybody  engaged  in  trade  is  to  grasp 
every  possible  profit,  and  men  cannot  do 
that  without  being  hard,  cruel,  and  callous 
to  those  with  whom  they  are  dealing, 
those  whom  they  employ,  and  to  all  with 
whom  they  come  in  contact.  I  do  not  alto- 
gether blame  people  for  these  things,  be- 
cause the  action  taken  is  often  absolutely 
forced  upon  them  by  the  conditions  under 
which  they  live.  Suppose  that  an  exporter 
of  butter,  carrying  on  business  in  Victoria, 
had  acted  absolutely  honestly  for  the  last 
eight  or  nine  years.  Suppose  he  refused 
to  take  anything  but  his  legitimate  profit, 
acted  fairly  by  the  men  with  whom  be  was 
dealing  here,  and  by  those  with  whom  he 
was  dealing  on  the  other  side  of  the  world, 
as  well  as  with  the  carriers  who  transported 
his  produce.  He  could  not  possibly  ha^-e 
hoped  to  make  a  living  in  competition  with 
the  men  who  were  getting  secret  commis- 
sions, the  men  who  were  stealing  the  Go- 
vernment brand  and  putting  it  upon  their 
goods  without  authority  or  justification,  and 
the  men  who  were  guilty  of  all  the  mal- 
practices which  have  been  exposed  by  the 
Butter  Commission.  When  we  see  all  these 
evils  rampant,  is  it  not  time  that  ever}-  in- 
dividual, who  has  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity at  heart,  should  ask  himself  what 
is  the  remedy,  or  can  a  remedy  be  found  ? 
Why  are  so  many  of  the  people  poor,  and 
so  few  very  rich.  In  England  at  the  pre- 
sent time  80  per  cent,  of  the  total  wealth 
of  that  mighty  kingdom  is  in  the  hands  of 
1 1  per  cent  of  the  community.  Kinety- 
eight  and  a  half  per  oent.  of  die  oonimunitT 
have  to  be  ccmtent  with  20  per  ceitf.  of  !^ 
wealth.  Is  not  that  an  awful  condition 
of  affairs?     Is  it  not  safe  also  to  say  that 
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the  98J  per  cent.,  who  do  not  own  the 
wealth,  have  produced  the  greater  portion 
of  it?    Undoubtedly  they  have.    Yet  they 
have  little  or  nothing  to-day.    Starvation  is 
their  lot.      The  fear  of  want  continually 
assails  them.     Although  they  may  be  in 
full    work  to-day,    they    may    be  out 
of  work  to-morrow  with  nothing  but  star\'a- 
tion  staring  them  in  the  face.     That  is  the 
result  of  individualism.     We  want  some- 
thing better  than  that     We  require  a  re- 
medy for  that  state  of  things  if  one  is  to  be 
found,  and  no  one  who  has  the  welfare  of 
the  people  at  heart  can  rest  content  until  a 
remedy  is  found.     There  should  be  some 
means  by  which,  so  long  as  people  are  will- 
ing and  capable  of  working,  they  should  be 
afforded  ample  opportunity  to  produce  a 
sufficiency  of  all  things  to  supply  their  daily 
needs.     What  is  the  explanation  put  for- 
ward by  honorable  soiators  opposite,  and 
those  in  all  parts  of  the  world  who  think 
as  they  do,  for  the  misery  we  see  around  us  ? 
What  is  their  explanation  for  the  unem- 
ployed, and  for  times  of  depression,  which 
they  all  agree  result  in  a  great  deal  of  harm, 
but  which  they  say  cannot  be  remedied  ?  If 
there  is  depression  to-day,  they  generally  say 
it  is  because  of  over-production  at  some 
other  time.     The  market  is  gluttedj.  because 
the  harvest  is  good  and  prices  are  very  low. 
There  has  been  over-production,  too  many 
boots  have  been  put  on  the  market,  produc- 
tion has  outpaced  consumption,  there  is  a 
glut  in  the  market,  and  bootmakers  are  idle. 
It  is  the  same  with  the  clothing  and  every 
other  trade  one  could  mention.     I  ask  whe- 
ther, to  an  intelligent  man,  statements  of  that 
kind  do  not  appear  to  be  the  utterest  non- 
sense?    How  can  there  be  over  production 
of  wheat  and  breadstuffs,  whilst  people  are 
starving  for  the  want  of  bread  ?    How  can 
there  be  over-production  of  boots,  when 
in  the  old  country  men,   women,  and 
children    are    without   boots   to  wear? 
How   can   there   be   over-production  of 
clothing  and  blankets  when  people  are 
going  around  suffering  from  the  cold  because 
of  their  nakedness  and  their  want  of  these 
things?    So  on  through  the  whole  gamut. 
The  argument  is  not  sound,  and  I  say  that 
80  long  as  a  human  want  remains  imsatis- 
fied  there  can  be  no  over-production.  Why 
should  there  be  any  over-production?  Under 
a  proper  and  well-organized  system,  if  there 
were  over-production  of  cme  article,  people 
would  immediately  set  about  striking  a  bal- 
ance by  producing  something  else  that  was 
wanted,  and  there  would  be  a  sufficiency  of 
all  things  to  go  round.   That  is  wjiat  col- 


3e(^ive  e£Fort  means  —  or^iized  effort 
against  individual  effort  which  has  resulted 
in  disaster,  and  in  periods  of  depression, 
during  which  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
people  have  been  thrown  out  of  work,  and 
starvation  has  stared  them  in  the  face.  That, 
we  are  told,  is  the  result  of  over-produc- 
titm,  and  I  deny  that  there  can  be  over- 
production when  the  whole  of  the  people  are 
never  fully  satisfied  in  any  one  particular 
line.    But  supposing  the  explanation  given 
were  true,  it  only  furnishes  another  argument 
in  favour  of  organized  collective  effort  as 
against  dtsOTganized  individual  effort.  We 
require  some  means  by  which  the  masses  of 
the  people  will  be  enabled,  by  legitimate 
toil,  to  supply  themselves  with  a  sufficiency 
of  the  comforts  and  necessities  of  life.  We 
require  also  that  this  shall  be  accomplished 
in  such  a  way  that  people  will  not  be  com- 
pelled to  endure  a  life  of  grinding  slavery. 
The  statistician,  who  is  the  most  necessary 
man  in  public  life  to-day,  proves  that  if 
every  able-bodied  man  were  to  work  a  rea- 
sonable amount  of  time  there  could  be  a 
great  deal  more  of  the  good   things  of 
life    produced    than    there     is  to-day, 
in  a  great  deal  less  time.    That  would  mean 
that  no  one  would  have  to  do  too  mudi 
work,  and  there  would  be  ample  leisure  time 
for  recreation  and  improvement  for  every- 
body.   This  is  what  we  hope  to  be  able  to 
obtain  by  Socialism.   We  hope  to  go  on 
in  the  direction  of  Socialism  for  a  very 
considerable  time.      We  do  not  hope  to 
reach  the  ultimate  goal  to-day  or  to-morrow. 
We  may  not  reach  it  in  the  next  century, 
or  the  century  after  that,  but  we  do  hope 
to  go  on  in  the  way  which  we  know  results 
in  benefits  to  the  people.    We  desire  to 
take   one   step   at   a   time,   and   to  be 
guided  by  circumstances  as  to  the  best 
and  wisest  step  to  take  in  the  future. 
Meml»rs  of  the  Labour  Party  are  not  here 
to  represent  the  privileged  classes.  We 
object  to  all  privilege.    We  do  not  desire 
that  any  one  should  have  privileges,  whether 
he  be  rich  or  poor.    But  let  me  say  right 
here,  that  if  a  privilege  should  be  given  to 
anybody,  it  should  be  given  to  the  poor 
man.    Why?_  Because  he  needs  it  most. 
The  wealthy  individual  can  generally  look 
after  himself  very  well,  and  if  a  pnvilege 
is  to  be  granted  to  any  one,  it  should  be  to 
the  poor  man,  who  does  not  enjoy  many  of 
the  advantages  of  this  world.    But  we  do 
not  advocate  that  anybody  should  be  given 
privileges.      We  argue  that  everybody 
should  get  absolute  justice.     If  absolute 
justice  were  granted  to  every  man,  no  man 
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would  require  charity  or  favours,  and  we 
do  not  advocate  that  they  should  be  given 
them.  We  are  for  a  fair  deal  for  every 
man,  rich  or  poor,  and  we  intend  to  keep 
on  fighting  until  we  get  it.  I  believe  that 
a  first  essential  iuid  preliminary,  in  order 
that  every  man  may  be  given  a  fair  deal  in 
this  Commonwealth,  is  that  we  shonld  torn 
out  the  present  Government  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, and  I  hope  we  shall  shortly  have  the 
pleasure  of  doing  so. 

Debate  (on  modrai  by  Senator  PuLS- 
fORD)  adjourned. 

Senate  odjoumed  at  9.43  p.m. 


Jlouse  of  Srpresentatibok 

Wednesday^  14  SefitenAer,  1^04, 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.30  p.m., 
and  read  prayers. 

LEGISLATION  IN  THE  INTERESTS 
OF  PRODUCERS. 
Mr.  HIGGINS.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  whether  it  is  true,  as 
he  is  reported  to  have  said,  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  ask  Parlia- 
ment to  legislate  in  the  interests  of  pro- 
ducers, as  against  persons  who  make  secret 
commissions  upon  sales  of  produce,  and,  if 
so,  under  what  power  in  the  Constitution 
is  the  Government  acting ;  furl'her,  whether 
it  is  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  en- 
cf}urage  socialistic  experiments  of  that 
kind? 

:sir.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— My  honorable 
and  learned  friend  ought  to  be  a  good  judge 
of  socialistic  experiments.  I  delivered  an 
address  at  Nimiurkah  on  Monday  last,  in 
which  I  incidentally  referred  to  the  evi- 
dence given  by  witnesses  examined  by  the 
Butter  Commission.  At  the  same  time,  I 
pointed  out  that  it  was  the  policy  of  the 
Government  to  assist  in  placing  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  Commonwealth  upon  the  Lon- 
don market. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  is  very  good  Social- 
ism. 

^fr.  Reid. — It  embodies  a  sound  com- 
mercial principle. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— I  stated  that  it 
was  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  assist 
the  producers  by  appointing  a  Hi((h  Cc«n- 
nussioner,  and  in  other  ways.  I  ptunted  out 
at  the  same  time  that  I  uoderstood  that 


hfxiorable  members  oppoute  were  in  accord 
with  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  that 

direction. 

Mr.  Batchelob.— We  do  not  know  wiiat 
the  policy  of  the  Government  is. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— I  said  also  dat 
we  were  in  favour  of  assisting  the  producers 
by  establishing  a  Departmoit  of  Agricul- 
ture, if  we  could  do  so,  after  a  conference 
with  the  States  Govermnents,  en  Hie  lines 
suggested  by  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Bendiga  I  believe  that  the 
proposal  submitted  by  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  will  receive  the  general 
sanction  of  honorable  members.  At  all 
events,  honc»able  members  may  rest  assared 
that  it  has  the  strong  sympathy  of  the  Go- 
vermnenK, 

MINIMUM  WAGE  ON  GOVERNMENT 
CONTRACTS. 

Mx.  MAUGER.— I  wish  to  ask  the  Min- 
ister of  Home  Affairs  wb^her  he  irill  innst 
upon  the  unioi  minimum  rates  of  wages 
beii^  paid  to  the  carpenters  and  others 
who  are  working  upon  the  new  offices  of 
the  CoouDonwealth  in  Russell-sttett?  It 
has  come  to  my  knowledge  that  the  rates 
now  being  paid  are  in  smne  cases  is. 
or  2s.  per  day  lower  than  those  which  are 
generally  recognised  in  the  trades  to  which 
the  workmen  belong. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  under- 
stand that  our  contracts  provide,  as  directed 
by  Parliament,  that  the  minimum  wage  shall 
be  paid  to  all  workmen  employed  by  the 
contractor.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  ex- 
ception having  been  made  in  cooneucn'with 
the  contract  to  which  the  hmorable  member 
has  referred.  If  that  condition,  or  anv 
other,  is  not  being  fuiailed,  it  will  be  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  see  that  that  is 
done. 

PAPER. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH  laid  upon  the 

table  the  following  papn 

Post  Office  Money  CMer  Tnuusctions,  1901, 
190a,  aad  1903. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 
Motion  (by  Mr.  Watson)  agreed  to— 
That  leave  of  absence  for  one  mootli  be  (*raaled 
to  the  right  honorable  nember  for  Adelaide. 

SUNDAY  WORK  AT  FLAT  TOP. 

Mr.  BAMFORD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Custixns,  upon  H&iiee — > 

I.  Wlwther  it  is  correct  that  the  Minister  hat 
withdrawn  or  altered  the  legolatton,  latclj  ia 
force,  which  disallowed  the  loading  or  dischais- 
ing  of  cargo  at  Flat  Top  Island  aiuAomee, 
Queendaad,  on  Sundays? 
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3.  If  so,  what  were  the  leprewntaticuu  made 
to  the  llinister  which  induced  him  to  allow  of 
the  resumption  of  Sunday  work  at  the  place 
nmned? 

3.  Further,  if  the  Minister  has  withdrawn  the 
regulation  referred  to,  were  any  inquiries  made 
by  him,  before  taking  action,  as  to  the  objections 
held  by  persons  interested,  other  than  shippers 
and  consignees,  to  cargo  hieing  worked  on  Sun- 
days, ondas  to  why  the  regulation  forbidding 
Sunday  work  at  Flat  Top  had  been  issued  by 
preriouB  Uinisters? 

Mr.  McLEAN. — As  this  question  refers 
to  a  very  important  matter,  I  thought  it 
desirable  to  obtain  all  the  infmnation  on 
the  subject  available  in  the  Department. 

I  and  2.  As  a  general  principle  the  working 
of  vessels  on  Sunt&ys  is  not  allowed  by  the  De- 
partment, and  no  z«gulation  in  violation  of  that 

Srinciple  has  been  made.  In  July,  190a,  Mr. 
Lingston,  who  was  then  Minister,  directed  that, 
a«  a  temporary  arrangement,  and  pending  fur- 
ther consideration,  Sunday  work  might  be  allowed 
in  Tidal  Forts,  Open  Roadsteads,  and  Outer 
Anchorages  or  other  places  on  the  Queensland 
coast,  whiere  the  conditions  were  of  an  exceptional 
nature. 

In  Uay,  19041  the  following  order  was  issued 
by  the  Ministez,  Mr.  Fisher  :~ 

In  regard  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  regula- 
tions the  following    relaxation    may  be 
made  with  regard  to  the  working  of 
veswls  on  Sundays,   and  certain  holi- 
days,  viz.  :• — Good    Friday,  Christmas 
Day,  and  Ewht  Hours  Day. 
Mails  may  be  taken  on  board  and  landed, 
and  passengers  may  land  and  embaTk, 
but  no  cargo  may  he  shipped  or  dis- 
charged.   (This  was  in  accordance  with 
previous  practice. ) 
As  to  Queensland  :  That  small  ports  where 
coastal  vessels  are  in  the  habit  of  calling 
for  (say)  an  hour  or  two  for  the  purpose 
of  loading  local  produce,  Sunday  work 
may  be  permitted  when,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  collector,  there  is  absolute  neces- 
sity for  it ;  otherwise  the  standing  nile 
is  to  be  strictly  enforced. 
In  August,   1904,   strong   representations  were 
aade  by  representative  merchants  and  others  to 
the  Minister  (Mr.  Fisher)  in  favour  of  relaxing 
the  above  arrangements  (especially  in  regard  to 
Keppel  Bay),  as  a  result  of  which  instructions 
were  issued  that  the  previous  practice  should  not 
be  interfered  with  at  that  port  till  the  ist  No- 
vember next,  in  order  to  allow  of  readjustment 
of  time-table  of  vessels  and  trains,  &c.    The  re- 
presentations above-mentioned  were  supplemented 
by  a  resolution  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Mackay,  indorsed  by  the  Brisbane  Chamber  jf 
Commerce,  and  supported  by  the  Queensland  Go- 
vernment, to  the  effect  that  the  conditions  pre- 
vailing prior  to  the  issue  of  the  order  of  May, 
1904,  be  reverted  to  at  Flat  Top  and  Keppel  Bay, 
and  were  forwarded  for  the  Minister's  considera- 
tion.    The  Minister  decided  that  the  concession 
granted  in  tVe  case  of  Keppel  Bay  might  be 
attended  to  Flat  Top,  the  conditions  as  to  both 
tliete  ports  being  nmilar,  on  the  understanding 
that  it  should  not  cover  the  loading  of  entire 
cargoes  or  large  quantities  of  produce. 

3.  Representations  made  on  both  sides  were 
fully  conndered,  but  seeing  that  the  two  ports 


mentioned  had  been  treated  alike  up  to  the  be- 
ginning of  August,  it  did  not  seem  equitable  to 
grant  a  concession  in  one  case  and  refuse  it  in 
the  other.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  found 
that  absolute  prohibition  of  Sunday  work  had  not 
been  strictly  enforced  up  to  the  date  mentioned 
at  those  ports. 

Before  the  tst  of  November  the  views  of  all 
persons  concerned,  such  as  the  Queensland  State 
Government,  the  various  bodies  connected  with 
the  handling  of  goods,  the  residents  of  the  dis- 
tricts referred  to,  and  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, See,  will  be  fully  considered  with  the 
object  of  arriving  at  a  satisfactory  settlement  of 
the  question. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  concession  I  granted 
to  Flat  Top  Island  was  the  same  that  had 
been  grantai  by  my  predecessor  in  the  case 
of  Keppel  Bay ;  that  is,  that  the  previous 
pradice  should  be  allowed  to  continue  to 
the  ist  November  in  order  to  give  us  time 
to  look  th(»oughly  into  the  question.  But 
the  concession  I  granted  was  in  a  modified 
form,  and  only  applied  to  portions  of  car- 
goes; where  there  are  large  quantities  of 
cargo  to  handle  they  will  have  to  wait. 
I     Mr.  Bamford. — I  have  reason  to  believe 

that  that  role  has  been  violated 
I     Mr.  AfcLEAN. — -Those  are  the  instruc- 
tions I  issued. 

FORTNIGHTLY    PAYMENT  OF 
COMMONWEALTH  SALARIES. 
Mr.  RONALD  asked  tee  Treasurer, 
upon  notice — 

(i)  If  he  could  give  an  estimate  of  what  the 
extra  cost  would  be  of  paying  all  salaries  in  the 
Commonwealth  fortaigbtly  rather  than  monthly, 

as  at  present? 

(a|  What  the  extra  cost  would  be  of  paying 
salaries  up  to  £1^6  per  annum  fortnightly  rather 
than  monthly,  as  at  present? 

Sir  GEORGE  TURNER.— I  am  not  in 
a  position  at  the  present  time  to  give  an 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  paying  salaries  fort- 
nightly, instead  of  monthly.  This  is  a 
matter  which  has  been  brought  up  on  seve- 
ral occasions.  About  two  years  ago  I  looked 
into  the  questicm,  and  a  reference  to  the 
different  Departments  showed  that  consider- 
able extra  expenditure  \vould  be  required 
for  this  particular  purpose,  and  there  were 
other  departmental  objections.  However, 
as  this  is  a  matter  within  the  control  of 
the  Minister  of  Htxne  Affairs,  who  has 
to  deal  with  the  Public  Service,  I  propose 
to  discus^  the  matter  with  him  at  an  early 
date,  and  see  whether  some  arrangement 
other  than  that  suggeMed  by  the  Depart- 
ments, which  would  mean  eiUra  e:q>endi- 
ture,  cannot  be  arrived  at,  by  which  a  cer- 
tain number  of  employ^  may  be  paid  fort- 
nightly. Perscmally,  I  am  in  sympathy 
with  the  suggestion,  if  it  does  not  disturb 
the  D^artments  or  cost  too  much. 
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PUBLIC  SERVANTS'  INCREMENTS. 

Mr.  RONALD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Home  Affairs,  upon  notice — 

(i)  How  many  men  entitled  to  i&crementt 
under  section  19  of  the  Public  Service  Act  of 
Victoria  have  been  pate)  according  to  the  de- 
cision of  the  Federal  High  Court? 

(3)  Whnt  has  the  cost  of  litigation  been  in 
-this  matter? 

(3)  How  much  was  paid  in  increments  accord- 
ing to  section  19  without  litigation,  and  to  whom 
were  these  increments  paid?  Is  the  Minister 
aware  that  it  has  been  said  that  all  the  higher 
salaries  in  the  service  were  paid  without  dispute 
and  litigation?    Is  such  sutement  correct? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  shall 
endeavour  to  obtain  the  information  and 
lay  it  upon  the  table  of  Parliament  in 
the  form  of  a  return. 

RETIREMENTS  FROM  THE 
DEFENCE  FORCES. 

Mr.  CROUCH  asked  the  Minister  of 
Defence,  upon  notice— 

(1)  Whether  it  is  true,  as  stated  in  the  press> 

that  Colmel  Savage  and  Colonel  Taun- 
ton, of  New  South  Wales,  were  awarded 
compensation  or  retiring  allowance? 

(2)  What  was  the  amount  in  each  case,  and  for 

what  reason  was  it  given  ? 

(3)  Does  the  Minister  propose  to  treat  umilarly 

all  ranks  in  all  States  who  retire  from 
the  Defence  Forces,  and,  if  not,  why? 

Mr.  McCAY.— The  replies  to  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member's  questitms  are-as 
follow : — 

1.  Yes. 

2.  Lt.-Col.  Savage  received  /iiiu  17«-  ^^-^ 
and  Colonel  Taunton  ^7*-  30-  The  ser- 
vices of  these  officers  were  dispensed  with  in 
pursuance  of  a  scheme  of  retrencnment  rendered 
necessary  to  meet  the  wish  of  Parliament  for  a 
reduction  in  Defence  expenditure — 

Jhat  was  in  1902-3 — 

and  in  view  of  the  exceptional  circumstances. 
Parliament  was  asked,  and  agreed  to  vote  a  sum 
as  compensation  {computed  at  the  rate  of  one 
month's  pav  for  each  year  of  service)  to  mem- 
bers of  the'  Permaneat  Forces  retired  in  conse- 
quence of  such  retrenchment. 

I  may  add  that  that  onnpensation  was 
given  to  every  one  retired  at  that  time,  in 
consequence  of  retrenchment. 

Mr.  Croijch. — I  did  not  notice  it  was  at 
the  same  time. 

Mr.  McCAY.— The  reply  to  the  third 
question  is :  — 

It  was  announced  to  Parliament  at  the  time 
when  these  and  other  gratuities  were  approved 
that  they  were  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  prece- 
dent ;  and  it  is  not  intended  to  establish  a  prac- 
tice of  granting  gratuities  on  retirement. 


KALGOORLIE  TO  PORT  AUGUSi 
RAILWAY  SURVEY  BILL  1 

In  Committee  (oonsideratioa  of  GotJ 
nor-General's  message  resumed  from  la 
September,  vide  page  4580)  on  motion  1 
Mr.  Batcheloe — 

That  it  is  expedient  that  an  appropriation 
moneys  be  made  for  the  purposes  of  a  Dili  I 
an  Act  to  authorize  the  survey  of  a  roote  foi 
railway  to  connect  Kalgoorlie,  in  the  Siiic 
Western  Australia,  with  Port  Augusta,  la  ( 
State  of  South  Australia.  \ 

!Mr.  KENNEDY  (Moira).— I  itd 
that  in  my  remarks  up  to  the  presd 
I  have  beoi  drawn  away  by  interjectia 
from  the  subject  immediately  imder  disca 
sion,  namelv,  the  desirableness  or  otherwy 
of  entering  into  an  undertaking  of  thi 
nature  without  the  consent  of  the  Stall 
concerned,  as  provided  in  the  Cwistituiioi 
But  having  been  drawn  aside,  I  am  ct« 
pelled  to  follow  a  little  longer  the  saa 
line  of  argument.  Considerable  stress  \i\ 
been  laid  on  the  point  that  from  a  milital 
point  of  view  this  line  is  absolutelv  essd 
tial  for  the  safe  defence  of  Australia ;  ai: 
I  propose  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Cc^ 
mittee  in  order  to  briefly  refer  to  ti 
opinion  expressed  by  the  ablest  miliiiJ 
authority  we  have  jn  the  Commonwejiih  \ 
Major-General  Hutton.  I  have  not  ir 
pleasure  of  a  personal  acquaintance  »:i 
the  General  Officer  Commanding,  but  I  its 
reasonably  assume,  from  the  positiwi  ) 
occupies — the  salary  fot  which  is  prwidt 
by  the  taxpayers — that  he  is  well  qualidi 
for  his  duties.  The  report  of  the  Gen 
ral  Officer  Commanding  on  this  matter  v: 
published,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  >Cr 
ister  of  Defence  saw  fit  to  refer  the  repo 
of  the  engineers  on  the  proposed  railu. 
to  the  Defence  Department.  The  fir 
document  dealing  with  the  matter  is  datt 
24th  March,  1903, 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^There  is  a  later  r 
port  than  that. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— That  interjectiwi  r 
minds  me  how  well  it  would  be  if  we  pra< 
tised  what  we  preached.  The  right  hmo 
able  member  for  Swan  has  always  hvl 
forth  to  the  House  the  desirability  of  'i'i" 
to  others  as .  we  would  be  done  by,  and  r 
later  than  last  evening  we  had  him  r 
peatedly  explaining  to  honorable  merr.l  - 
who  ventured  to  interject  that  they  wnui 
be  able  to  express  their  opinicxis  in  :\ 
course  of  their  own  speedtes.  Since  I  o 
menced  speaking  I  have  been  8ubjecte>l  ' 
continuous  correction  at  the  hands  of  tb 
right  luxmable  member,  but  my  desire 

Digftjzed  by  Google 


Kalgoorlie  Railway       [14  September,  1904.]        Survey  Bill.  4633 


to  infonn  the  Committee  of  what,  in  my 
opinion,  is  our  positicxi,  and  not  to  be  ad- 
vised mtirely  by  the  right  honorable  gen- 
tleman. I  have  no  feeling  of  resentment 
against  the  right  honorable  member  on 
account  of  his  interjectiOTS,  but  he  re- 
minds me  very  much  of  a  spoilt  child,  who 
is  not  subject  to  reproof  in  any  way.  I 
ask  the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan 
to  consider  from  my  point  of  view  the  time 
involved  by  his  drawing  me  aside,  even  mo- 
mentarily, from  the  main  subject  under  ccm- 
sideration.  The  first  document  of  March, 
Z903,  is  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Depart- 
ment over  which  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man presided,  and  is  as  follows :  — 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  copy  of 
Report  of  the  CoDfereoce  of  Eneineen-in-Cfhief 
upOD  the  Bubiect  of  the  proposed  Transcontinental 
^^ilwav,  and  to  ask  that  same  may  be  considered 
by  the  Defence  Department  and  report  furnished, 
in  view  of  the  possible  strategical  importance  of 
this  railway  in  connexion  with  the  defence  of 
Australia. 

The  reply  to  that  was — 

In  reply  to  your  minute  of  30th  March  last 
requesting  that  I  would  sutMuit  for  your  consider- 
ation a  ratoute  upon  the  Report  of  the  Conference 
of  Engineers-in-Cbief  upon  the  proposed  Trans- 
continental Railway,  I  beg  to  observe  as  fol- 
lows : — 

I.  The  contemplated  extension  of  railway  com- 
munication between  Kalgoorlie  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia and  Port  Augusta  In  South  Australia  is, 
from  a  strategical  and  military  point  of  view,  of 
unquestionable  value.  The  isolation  of  Western 
Australia  without  direct  land  communication  with 
the  other  five  States  of  Australia  will,  in  time  of 
war,  cause  a  general  feeling  of  insecurity.  Under 
the  existing  circumsTances,  Western  Australia,  for 
purposes  of  co-operative  military  assistance  fi\>m 
the  other  States,  is  as  far  distant  from  direct 
means  of  reinforcement  as  New  Zealand  is  from 
the  Eastern  States  of  Australia. 

a.  In  Older,  however,  to  correctly  view  the 
present  construction  of  the  railway  in  question 
as  an  important  factor  in  the  defence  of  the 
Commonwealth,  it  will  be  well  to  consider  the 
■pedal  importance  of  Western  Australia  in  the 
eyes  of  foreign  powers,  and  the  description  of 
attack  to  which  Australia  is  subject,  and  to  meet 
which  intercommunication  between  the  States  by 
land  must  be  regarded  as  of  paramount  value. 

The  potential  wealth  of  the  gold-fields,  and 
the  vast  extent  of  valuable  and  unoccupied  land 
in  the  teriitorie*  of  Western  Australia,  render 
the  acquisition  of  that  portion  of  the  Australian 
Continent  a  most  valuable  prize  to  foreign  n.-itioos. 
The  strategical  situation,  moreover,  of  Western 
Australia,  dominating,  as  it  does,  the  southern 
side  of  the  Indian  Ocean,  and  the  converging 
trade  routes  from  tBe  West,  must  be  considered 
as  of  the  greateil  imporfance  to  British  and  Aus- 
tralian interests. 

As  long  as  the  supremacy  of  the  sea  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Royal  Navy  no  serious  attack  on 
Australia  upon  a  large  scale  may  be  considered 
as  practicable.  In  this  regard  little  attention 
need  be  paid  to  the  temporary  and  local  effect 


of  a  raid  by  one  or  two  of  an  enemy's  ships  upon 
one  or  other  of  the  undefended  ports.  It  would, 
however,  be  the  height  of  folly  to  disregard  the 
possibility  of  the  supremacy  of  the  tea  being 
temporarily  or  permanently  lost. 

I  submit  that  the  construction  of  a  line  of 
railway  from  Port  Augusta  to  Kalgoorlie 
would  not  materially  influence  the  condition 
of  the  British  Navy.  Consequently  the 
carrying  out  of  this  project  would  not  sen- 
sibly affect  the  military  or  naval  defence  of 
Australia. 

Mr.  Fowler. — It  would  mean  a  great 
deal  in  the  defence  of  Australia. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  will  deal  with  that 
aspect  of  the  question  presently.  The  re- 
port continues — 

It  is  impossible  to  foresee  the  result  of  naval 
warfare  in  the  future,  or  to  anticipate  the  effect 
of  fleets  acting  on  the  part  of  a  combination  of 
great  Powers  hostile  to  Briti^  Imperial  interests. 
In  the  event,  therefore,  of  the  supremacy  of  the 
sea  Iwing  either  temporarily  or  permanently  lost 
by  either  of  the  foregoing  possible  contingencies, 
an  attack  on  a  large  scale  might  be  attempted 
with  every  reasonable  chance  of  success  either 
on  the  shores  of  Western  Australia  or  on  some 
other  part  of  the  immense  coast  line  of  the  Aus- 
tralian Continent.  It  may  be  assumed  that  no 
Powr  t'T  coml>ination  of  Powers  would  under- 
take an  attack  of  such  magnitude  without  em- 
ploying from  20,000  to  50,000  well  equipped, 
weil  trained,  and  well  organised  troops,  accord- 
ing to  the  extent  of  the  contemplated  operations. 

It  may  l>e  safely  assumed  that  a  hostile  inva> 
sion  of  the  description  indicated,  and  with  a  view 
to  permanent  territorial  occupaticm,  would  never 
be  attempted  in  Western  Australia  with  a  lets 
force  than  20,000  men,  and  that  a  force  at  least 
equal  in  numbers  and  equal  in  equipment  would 
be  required  in  defence. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  state  at  once  that  a  force 
of  the  requisite  strength  organized  and  capable 
of  taking  the  field  does  not  at  present  exist  in 
Australia,  and  that  there  are  at  present  no  local 
means  of  equipping  such  a  force. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — At  present. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Yes.  The  right  hon- 
orable member  reminds  me  of  the  spoilt 
child  again.  He  desires  to  see  a  railway 
constructed  for  the  purpose  of  conveying 
troops  which  have  no  existence.  Moreover, 
according  to  the  best  authority,  we  have  ik> 
local  means  of  equipping  such  a  force. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^We  are  getting  the 
equipment. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  admit  that.  We  are 
also  growing  older.    The  report  proceeds — 

The  organization  is  wanting ;  the  departments 
necessary  for  a  mobile  army  have  yet  to  t>e 
created ;  and  there  are  neither  sufficient  guns, 
arms,  equipment,  nor  ammunition  available.  It 
will  therefore  lie  seen  that  the  construction  of  the 
railway  as  contemplated  would,  under  existing 
circumstance,  confer  no  advantage  to  Australia 
in  its  present  condition  of  military  diiorganbation 
and  unpreparedness. 
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I  ask  those  who  argue  that  the  construction 
of  the  Transcontinental  Railway  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  defence  of  Aus- 
tralia, to  put  forward  something  in  refuta- 
tion of  that  statement. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^Another  report  was 
issued  ten  months  later  than  that  from  which 
the  honorable  member  is  quoting — a  report 
which  he  has  evidently  not  read. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.—I  have  read  it,  and  if 
the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan  will 
act  upon  the  advice  which  he  so  constantly 
tenders  to  the  Ctramittee,  by  saying  what  he 
thinks  during  the  course  of  his  speech,  he 
will  be  better  employed  than  in  attempting 
to  put  his  ideas  into  my  mouth.  The  report 
further  states— 

The  most  that  could  &e  exfiected  from  the  mili- 
tary utuation  at  present  existing  would  be  the 
concentration  of  a  certain  number  of  armed  men, 
who,  without  adequate  organization,  administra- 
tive departments,  or  the  required  equipment, 
would  be  quite  incapable  of  coping  with  even  an 
inferior  number  of  an  invader's  troops,  carefully 
trained,  organiKd,  and  equipped  with  the  latest 
modem  appliances,  as  they  miquestioaably  would 
be. 

It  will,  therefore,  be  seen  from  the  foregoing 
that,  important  as  it  would  be  for  defence  pur- 
poses to  possess  Inter-State  communication  as 
proposed,  the  establishment  of  railway  communi- 
cation would  in  itielf  be  o{  small  value  without 
a  military  force  being  in  existence  which  could  be 
utilized  by  its  means  with  any  reasonable  hope  of 
success. 

It  has  been  stated  that  a  wcmderful  trans- 
formation has  been  effected  in  the  military 
establishments  of  Australia  since  Kfarch, 
1 903.  I  would  ask  those  who  entertain  that 
view  to  supply  the  Committee  with  authen- 
tic information  as  to  the  exact  increase 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  strength  of  the 
Military  Forces  since  that  period,  and  as  to 
their  equipment  to-day  as  compared  with 
that  which  existed  twelve  mcxiths  aga  I 
do  not  propose  to  occupy  any  further 

time  

Mr.  Carpenter.— Go  on. 
Mr.  Fowler.— Criticism  will  not  damage 
this  proposal- 
Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  wish  to  be  fair. 
Unfortunately,  we  are  not  in  a  positiwi  to 
discuss  the  merits  of  the  proposed  railway. 
We  have  only  very  meagre  information  in 
regard  to  it. 

Mr.  Fowler. — Does  that  not  indicate 
the  necessity  which  exists  for  a  sun^y  being 
made? 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— It  may.  But  I  have 
attempted  to  show  that  the' obligation  for 
completing  this  survey  rests  upon  those 
States  which  will  be  benefited  by  the  rail- 
way if  ccHistnicted. 


Mr.  Carpenter. — The  honcvable  member 
should  not  forget  his  water  sdteme. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— It  is  that  sort  of  in- 
terjecticxi  which  is  responsible  for  the  coin- 
ing of  the  phrase  "  log-rolling."  Surely  the 
txmorable  member  will  not  be  a  party  to 
anything  of  that  diaracter.  Let  us  deU 
with  each  proposal  sutmutted  open  its 
merits.  The  interjectiwi  of  the  honorable 
member  suggests  that  in  the  future  I  cnay 
be  interested  in  some  irrigaticxi  scheme,  and 
that  therefore  I  should  not  criticise  this 
proposal  too  harshly.  It  implies  that  if  I 
do  not  wink  at  it  I  shall  incur  the  wrath  of 
those  who  are  directly  interested  in  the  pro- 
ject. 

Mr.  Carpenter. — I  did  not  imply  any 
such  thing. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— In  the  course  of  his 
speech  the  honorable  member  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  saying  what  he  did  impK. 

Mr.  Carpenter. — The  honorable  member 
is  distinctly  unfair,  ncMwithstanding  that  a 
few  minutes  ago  he  declared  that  he  widied 
to  be  fair. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  have  no  desire  to 
be  unfair,  but  it  is  not  pleasant  to  be 
blocked  in  the  middle  of  a  sentence. 

Mr.  Carpenter.— The  honorable  meniber 
makes  insinuations. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  do  not.  I  shall  be 
OTly  too  delighted  if  the  honorable  member 
is  m  a  position  to  refute  my  statements. 
Last  night  I  referred  to  the  astuteness  of 
those  gentlemen  with  whom  previoas  Prime 
Ministers  had  to  deal.  T  pointed  out  that 
the  present  Prime  Minister  occupies  a 
unique  position,  in  that,  both  in  season  and 
out  of  season,  he  has  advocated  the  cm- 
struction  of  this  railway.  If  I  tmderstand 
their  utterances  aright,  a  number  of  mem- 
Ijers  of  the  present  Cabinet  we»  not 
always  wedded  to  this  undertaking, 
or  to  the  expenditure  of  any  nMHiev.  The 
correspondence  which  I  have  read  proves 
that  previous  Prime  Ministers  did  not  enter- 
tain any  idea  of  proceeding  with  this  »-ork 
until  the  assent  of  the  States  concerned  had 
been  obtained.  Up  to  the  present,  the  as- 
sent of  the  South  Australian  Govenunent 
has  not  been  secured.  That  Govnxunrnt 
has  refused  to  consent  to  the  oonstructkm 
of  this  line,  e\-en  if  the  closest  investiga- 
tion proves  that  the  estimate  of  the  pw- 
bable  cost  will  not  be  exceeded,  and  the 
sijrray  does  not  disclose  any  unforeseen 
diflSculties.  I  have  already  referred  to  a 
statement  made  in  the  Legislature  of  Wes- 
tern Australia,  which  is  embodied  in  a 
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pazni^ikt  isBoed,  I  believe^  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  tx-Pxamer  of  Western  Austra- 
lia, Mr.  James.  Under  the  head  of  "  Re- 
mfwirtTances  in  the  Western  Audralian 
Parliament/'  we  find  at  page  la  of  this 
pamphlet,  the  statement  tbiat — 

The  matter  came  before  tfce  Legislature-  of 
VTestem  Australia  on  Octobei  6j  im  a  motien  id 
ihe  Anemblj  fox  adjoaniment  propoied  by  a 
gold-fields  member,  tne  leader  of  the  Laoouc 
Irarty,  vrhen  at)  the  gold-fields  members  took  the 
opportoDTty  to  indignantly  repuiKate  what  was 
ctkaracterind  as  *'  the  mismterpretation  of  the 

5oId-&elda  seatimeots  by  the  Fremiei  o£  South 
Liistralia,"  and  strongly  amdemoed  the  lattei's 
utterances.  Other  members  spoke  in  the  same 
strain;  and  Hr.  James  read  the  recent  cmre* 
apondeaee  between  hdmaelf  aad  Mr.  Jenkins  00 
the  whole  matter  of  the  proposed  railway.  He 
announced  that  he  had  just  received  a  letter 
from  the  latter,  dated  Septrmber  29th,  in  irtuch 
it  wa»  stated  that  there  was  "  no  li^libood  what- 
ever "  of  South  Australia  "  at  any  time  "  passiag 
a  Bill  for  the  construction  of  tbie  Unkm  Rail- 
way, except  upoD  strict  conditions  as  to  both 
TOttte  and  gaageJ** 

It  is  most  extraordinary  that  po  intimation 
of  this  sort  has  erer  been  made  in  any  of 
the  correspondence  which  has  passed  be- 
tween the  Premier  of  South  Australia  and 
the  respective  Prime  Ministers  of  the  Com- 
mcKiwealth.  In  correspondence  with  the 
Premier  of  Western  Australia,  the  Premier 
of  South  Australia  has  refused  ptnnt  Uank 
to  assent  to  the  conatiucti<»  of  the  line,  ex- 
cept with  reservations  as  to  both  route  and 
gauge. 

Mr.  Fowler. — That  is  merely  the  atti- 
tude of  the  present  Premier  of  South  Aus- 
tralia. We  have  had  others  who  held 
a  different  view  of  the  matter,  and  shall 
probably  have  such  men  again  in  ofBce. 

]^Ir.  KENNEDY.— That  k  so,  but  I 
think  that  particular  attention  should  be 
paid  at  the  present  time  to  the  facts  which  I 
have  put  before  the  C(xnmittee.  The 
present  Premier  of  South  Australia,  whilst 
officially  expressing  the  opinion  that  the 
Parliament  of  that  State  is  not  bound  by 
promises  made  by  his  predecessors  in  office, 
would,  nevertheless,  attempt  to  bind  the 
Prime  Minister  of  the  Commonwealth  in 
that  way.  He  rwninded  the  late  Prime 
Minister,  the  honorable  member  for  Bland, 
when  a  final  appeal  was  made  to  him.  that 
the  Commcmweatth  Govemment  was  prac- 
tically boimd  to  the  expenditure  involved 
in  making  this  survey  by  a  promise  which 
had  been  made  by  a  previous  Prime 
Minister,  but  Mr.  Jenkins  would  repu- 
diate all  obligations  with  respect  to  ^o- 
mises  or  pledges  given  by  bis  predecessors 
in  office.    When  we  have  to  deal  with  such 


a  gentleman  we  cannot  be  too  careful  in  re- 
gard to  our  position.  It  is  clearly  and  dis- 
tinctly stated  in  thepamphldttowhichl  have 
referred  that  it  is  only  subject  to  the  reser- 
vations named  that  there  is  any  possitnlity 
of  the  South  Australian  Parliament  assent- 
ing to  the  construction  of  this  line  by  the 
Conuncmwealth.  What  does  that  imply  so 
far  as  the  questions  of  route  and  of  gauge 
are  COTcemed?  We  know  that  the  lengths 
already  constructed  are  not  laid  down  on 
the  gauge  that  we  are  likely  to  adopt  as 
the  standard  for  Australia. 

Mr.  FowuR. — The  Premier  of  Western 
Australia  has  ex|»esed  the  willingness  of 
bis  Govenment  to  construct  a  4lt.  8^in. 
gaoge  line  up  to  the  fields. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— The  Enabling  Bill 
passed  b>'  the  Western  Australian  Parlia- 
ment shows  that,  if  it  shows  anything  at  all. 
Between  Kalgoorlie  and  the  Western  Aus- 
tralian coast  there  are  over  300  miles  of 
railway  that  will  have  to  be  widened. 

Mr.  FowLSB. — The  State  Government 
will  lay  down  a  new  line. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— But  what  about  the 
cost  of  making  a  simitar  alteration  of  the 
line  between  Adelaide  and  Port  Augusta? 
Is  one  of  the  causes  of  the  objection  of 
South  Australia  to  this  proposal  to  be  found 
in  that  consideration  ? 

Mr.  Glynn. — There  are  two  breaks 
there. 

Mr.  KENNEDY. — I  have  no  personal 
knowledge  of  the  facts,  but  I  gather  from 
the  reports  that  it  would  be  possible  to 
avoid  altering  the  gauge  of  the  complete 
length  of  line  by  making  a  deviation  at 
Terowie.  Frran  a  perusal  of  the  reports, 
I  believe  that  the  qiustion  of  the  altera- 
tion of  the  gauge  is  a  material  factor  in 
the  attitude  taken  up  by  South  Australia. 
That  alteration  will  have  to  be  carried  out 
at  the  cost  of  the  State,  unless  the  Com- 
monwealth is  to  cfflitrol  the  whole  laigth 
of  the  line.  In  dealing  with  the  gauges  of 
the  line  from  the  fields  to  the  sea-coast  of 
Western  Australia,  and  that  from  Port 
Augusta  back  to  Adelaide,  the  pamphlet 
sets  forth  that — 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  above 
estimates  of  cost  by  Mr.  O'Connor,  as  well  as 
those  following  by  the  Commonwealth  engineers, 
do  not  proYide  for  widening  the  ^uge  between 
Fremantle  and  Kalgoorlie,  a.  work  that  will  be 
necessary  should  the  4ft  8^in.  standard  be  adopted 
for  the  trunk  line  to  South  Australia.  By  the 
Enabling  Act  passed  by  the  Western  Australian 
Legislature  last  session,  which  measure  is  further 
so  mm  ari  red  ia  a  further  sectioB  of  this  pamphlet, 
the  State  is  pledged  to  cany  out  tlus  mnc  of 
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converting  the  existing  linei  if  necessary,  cod- 
cuTrentlv  with  the  constiuction  of  the  new  line 
by  the  Commonwealth  Government.  In  any  case, 
seeing  that  the  adoption  of  the  4ft.  SJin.  gauge 
as  the  standard  for  all  Australia  is,  in  all  like- 
lihood, inevitable,  the  State  will,  before  long, 
find  it  necessary  to  undertake  the  ccuversion  of 
its  trunk  lines  to  that  width. 

The  extent  to  which  South  Australia  would  go 
in  making  the  necessary  changes  is  a  matter  for 
that  State  to  decide.  One  of  the  conditions  which 
South  Australia  seeks  to  impose  before  agreeing 
to  the  Union  Railway  project  is  in  regard  to  the 
gauge.  To  avoid  a  break  at  Port  Augusta,  the 
South  Australian  Government  aims  at  stipulating 
that  the  line  throughout  should  be  on  the  3ft. 
6in.  gauge. 

That  is  the  difficulty,  and  it  is  for  this 
reason  that  I  insist  that  we  should  have, 
without  any  reservation  whatever,  the  assent 
of  the  South  Australian  Parliament  to  the 
carrying  out  of  this  work  before  we  spend 
even  a  shilling  on  a  preliminary  survey.  The 
cost  of  the  survey  will  be  practically  part 
and  parcel  of  the  cost  of  constructing  the 
line.    The  report  continues — 

But  this  width  would  not  allow  of  a  high 
enough  rate  of  train  speed ;  besides,  it  is  generally 
agreed  by  all  engineering  authorities  that  to 
adopt  the  narrow  gauge  for  a  trunk  line  of  this 
important  character  would  be  a  great  initial  error 
that  would  in  the  near  future  have  to  be  retrieved 
at  enormous  cost.  This  prospect  is  the  more  evi- 
dent in  the  face  of  the  almost  positive  certainty 
that  the  4ft.  84in.  gauge  will  be  adopted  as  the 
standard  for  the  Commonwealth.  Lven  if  tbe 
narrower  width  were  to  be  decided  upon  for  the 
new  connecting  line,  there  would  still  remain  the 
awkward  break  at  Terowie,  the  junction  with  the 
broad  gau^e  (5ft.  jin.)  portion  of  the  South  Aus- 
tralian railway  system.  The  distance  from 
Terowie  to  Adelaide  on  this  gauge  is  139}  miles. 

I  wish  to  refer  briefly  to  a  statement  which 
I  made  earlier  in  my  address  with  regard  to 
the  opinions  expressed  in  the  Western  Aus- 
tralian Parliament  as  to  the  construction  of 
a  line  which  would  obviate  for  a  considerable 
time  the  necessity  for  the  constructi(Hi  of  a 
railway  from  Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta, 
that  is,  the  construction  of  a  line  from  Kal- 
goorlie to  Esperance.  Wiiat  I  referred  to 
was  a  statement  made  by  a  member  of  the 
Western  Australian  Parliament  when  the 
Bill  empowering  the  Commonwealth  to  con- 
struct the  proposed  Transcontinental  rail- 
way was  under  consideration  there.  That 
the  fact  is  mentioned  in  this  pamphlet  is 
evidence  that  I  was  speaking  according  to 
the  book- 
In  the  course  of  (he  discussion,  the  Minister 
for  Lands,  himself  a  gold-fields  member,  remarked 
that,  though  it  was  true  that  the  people  of  Kal- 
goorlie desired  the  Esperance  line,  they  would 
not,  in  a  choice  between  that  project  and  the 
Union  Railway,  sacrifice  the  interests  of  the 
Commonwealth  for  the  sake  of  the  purely  local 
convenience  to  be  derived  from  the  former  line. 
Mr.  Kennedy. 


It  is  the  general  taxpayer  of  the  Camnxxi- 
wealth  who  will  have  to  nurse  the  baby 
if  the  Union  line  is  made,  and  tbe  obliga- 
tion, therefore,  rests  upon  us  to  see,  before 
we  sanction  it,  that  the  CommoDvealtli 
will  benefit  by  its  eonstrtiction.  We  must 
be  certain  that  we  are  justified  in  borrow- 
ing money  for  the  purpose — a  proceeding 
against  w^hich  this  Parliament  has  hitherto 
set  its  face — before  we  sanction  the  con- 
struction of  the  line.  Further  evidence 
goes  to  strengthen  the  opinion  which  I  have 
already  expressed  as  to  the  improbability  of 
the  tract  of  countr>'  which  the  prop(»ed  line 
would  traverse  being  developed  to  anv  ex- 
tent. AcoOTding  to  the  report  of'  Mr. 
O'Connor — 

Up  to  the  present  the  test  boring  operations 
earned  on  by  the  Western  Atistralian  Govern- 
ment for  some  time  past  have  not  resulted  in  tap- 
ping any  sources  of  fresh  water  at  moderate 
depths.  But  these  operations  have  resulted  in 
indications  that  reservfirs  of  the  requisite  free- 
dom from  any  undesirable  ingredient  will  pro- 
bably be  reached  at  greater  depths,  and  this  hope 
is  strengthened  hy  the  knowledge  that  such  tnp- 
pliea  are  found  m  country  of  similar  formation 
elsewhere. 

Mr.  Fowler. — Those  anticipations  have 
since  been  realized. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— If  that  statement  can 
be  substantiated  by  qtiotatioui  from  re- 
liable authorities,  I  shall  be  delighted  to 
hear  that  I  am  in  the  wnmg;  but  I  haxt 
read  official  reports  of  later  dates,  and  I 
have  not  found  anything  which  ccxitradicts 
the  opinion  which  I  have  just  read.  I  ha« 
already  said  that  close  to  the  coast  there  is 
not  even  pastoral  settlement. 

Mr.  FowLEB. — T*ie  country  near  the 
coast  is  worse  than  that  further  inland 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— The  proposed  rail- 
way would  be  only  fifty  or  sixty  miles  from 
the  coast,  an'3,  acrarding  to  the  most  emi- 
nent meteorologists  in  South  Australia  and 
Western  Australia,  the  country  which  it 
would  cross  has  an  annual  rainfall  of 
only  five  indies. 

Mr.  Fowler. — Fifteen  inches. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— On  the  coast,  the 
rainfall  may  be  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
inches,  but  what  are  the  conditions  which 
prevail  between  Port  Augusta  and  the 
border,  or  between  Tarcoola  and  the  bor- 
der? The  people  of  South  Australia  know 
enough  about  that  country  to  know  better 
than  to  try  to  develop  it. 

Mr.  PoYNTOK. — They  appear  not  to 
know  as  much  about  it  as  the  honMable 
monber  does. 
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Mr.  KENNEDY. — Although  a  previous 
Premier  of  South  Australia  gave  a  certain 
promise  in  regard  to  this  railway,  the  State 
is  now  opposed  to  its  cc»)struction. 

Mr,  PoYNTON. — That  is  because  of  the 
influence  of  the  vested  interests  at  Port 
Adelaide. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— That  may  or  may 
not  be  so ;  but  the  forecast  made  many 
years  ago  with  regard  to  the  possibilities 
of  that  portion  of  South  Australia  lying 
beyond  what  is  known  as  Goyder's  line  is 
being  confirmed  every  day — that  permanent 
settlement  bey(»id  that  line  is  practically 
impossible. 

Mr.  PovNTON. — I  do  not  think  that  it  is 
an  agriculture  coimtry. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  would  like  to  know 
how  much  stock  it  can  carry.  Notwith- 
standing the  advances  of  settlement  in  both 
South  Au£*tralia  and  Western  Australia, 
can  any  honorable  member  say  that  stock 
is  being  carried  on  the  immense  tract  of 
country  which  stretches  from  Port  Augusta 
to  Kalgoorlie?  The  public  men  of  West- 
em  Australia  have  stated  openly  that,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  a  rabbit  to  cross 
from  South  Australia  to  the  fertile  fringe 
of  Western  Australia. 

Mr.  Fowler. — The  rabbits  have,  never- 
theless, come  across. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— They  have  come 
round  the  coast 

Mr.  Frazer. — The  statement  which  the 
honorable  member  repeats  was  made  by  the 
Age  and  a  few  Victorian  legislators. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— The  Age  is  not  in- 
terested in  making  a  statement  of  that  kind, 
except  for  the  advantage  of  the  public ;  but 
at  any  rate  I  am  not  responsible  for  state- 
ments which  appear  in  that  newspaper. 

Mr.  Frazer^ — The  honorable  member's 
opinion  seems  to  agree  with  them. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— I  am  responsible  for 
my  own  utterances  only.  I  find  that  quite 
enough,  without  taking  responsibility  for 
the  statements  of  a  newspaper.  I  have 
shown  that  Victorians  have  gone  to  the 
north-western  parts  of  Western  Australia,  to 
the  interior  of  Queensland,  and  to  the  wes- 
tern parts  of  New  South  Wales,  to  get  land, 
and  is  it  likely  that  they  would  have  left 
untouched  the  country  through  which  the 
proposed  railway  would  pass,  and  which  is 
so  much  nearer  at  hand,  if  it  were  vrorth 
anything  ? 

Mr.  Fowler. — There  are  millions  of 
acres  of  splendid  country  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia still  awaiting  development. 


Mr.  KENNEDY.— That  is  so,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  Victorians  will  take  up 
that  laiul  befcve  the  people  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia. My  positi(Bi  is  that  we  are  not 
justified  in  spending  money  on  the  proposed 
survey  until  we  have  cditained  the  ocmsent  of 
both  the  States  ooncemed,  and  that  has  not 
yet  been  granted.  Furthermore,  I  think  that 
the  survey  should  be  undertaken  jointly  by 
the  Governments  of  those  States.  The 
amount  at  issue  is  not  a  very  large  one. 

Mr.  PovNTON. — It  comes  to  about  ijd. 
per  head  of  the  population. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— For  that  reason  I 
think  that  the  States  concerned  should 
undertake  the  work,  and  not  ask  the  Com- 
monwealth to  do  sa  The  amount  of  money 
involved  is  not  a  matter  for  serious  con- 
sideration, but  the  underlying  principle  is 
of  the  utmost  importance. 

Mr.  Cameron. — ^An  attempt  is  being  made 
to  introduce  the  thin  edge  of  the  wedge. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Just  so.  I  think  that 
Western  Australia  and  South  Australia  may 
fairly  be  asked  to  come  into  line,  and  agree 
to  have  the  survey  made  at  their  own  ex- 
pense— the  question  of  repayment  by  the 
Commonwealth  may  be  considered  at  a  later 
stage — and  when  tike  whole  of  the  informa- 
ti(»i  necessary  has  been  obtained,  we  might 
be  called  upon  to  consider  the  question  of 
the  construction  of  the  line.  At  present, 
however,  I  do  not  think  it  is  desirable  that 
we  should  spend  one  shilling  in  connexion 
with  the  project.  We  have  evidence  that  the 
South  Australian  Government  have  refused 
point  blank  to  assent  to  the  Commonwealth 
constructing  the  line,  except  under  certain 
conditions  which  it  is  thought  necessary  to 
impose  to  protect  the  interests  of  that  State. 
I  do  not  think  that  we  should  be  justified 
in  spending  any  nuney  under  such  coodi- 
tions.  It  is  not  in  any  antagonistic  spirit 
that  I  object  to  the  proposal  now  before  us. 
I  regret  that  I  was  drawn  into  a  discussi<»i 
on  the  merits  of  the  line,  because  I  admit 
that  we  have  not  the  information  necessary 
to  enable  us  to  speak  of  them  except  in 
general  terms.  There  are  many  undertak- 
ings, such  as  the  irrigation  schemes  referred 
to  hy  the  honorable  member  for  Fremantle, 
which  could  be  undertaken  by  the  Common- 
wealth ;  but  honorable  members  must  recog- 
nise that  this  Parliament  can  do  nothing 
in  that  direction  without  first  obtaining  the 
consent  of  the  States  ooncemed.  We  should 
first  have  to  consult  the  New  South  Wales, 
South  Australian,  and  Victorian  Govern- 
ments. That  is  why  I  say  that  in  order  to 
be  consistent,  to  preserve  our  self-respect. 
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and  to  avoid  encroaching  upcHi  tiie  rights  of 
the  States,  we  should,  in  all  fairness,  ask: 
Western  Australia  and  South  Australia  to 
proceed  with  the  survey,  and  to  place  them- 
selves in  a  pontim  to  nuike  a  definite  pro- 
posal the  merits  of  vhich  could  be  fully 
oKisidNed. 

Mr.,  McLEAN  (Gippsland— Minister  of 
Trade  and  Custo«ns).  —  My  honorable 
friend,  the  member  for  Moira,  during  the 
course  of  his  remarks  drew  attrition  to 
my  previous  attitude  with  regard  to  the 
construction  of  this  line,  and  wished  to 
know — I  think  that  he  was  speaking  in  a 
jocular  way — ^if  I  had  altered  my  views 
since  I  todc  a  seat  upon  the  Treasury 
benches. 

Mr.  Kennezmt. — said  that  I  did  not 
know  what  \fere  the  Minister's  views;  but 
that  I  was  tmder  the  impression  that  he 
was  an  economist. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  do  not  suppose  that 
my  honorable  friend  would,  for  one  nx>- 
ment,  suggest  that  I  would  alter  my  views 
iip<m  an  important  question  of  this  kind 
for  the  sake  of  a  seat  upon  the  Treasury 
benches ;  but  as  I  value  his  good  opinim,  as 
I  do  that  of  most  honcv^le  membm,  I 
feel  it  is  <xily  fair  that  I  should  briefly 
explain  my  pontioi.  I  say  at  once  that 
I  have  always  entertained  very  grave  doubts 
whether  the  financial  prospects  of  the  pro- 
posed line  would  justify  the  large  ex- 
penditure involved  in  its  construc- 
tion. I  have  expressed  this  i-iew  on 
many  occasions,  and  my  doubts  have  not 
yet  been  removed.  I  still  entertain  the 
same  views  that  I  have  held  for  a  consi- 
derable time  past,  but  I  think  that  it  is 
only  fair  to  say  at  once  that  my  opinion, 
like  that  of  other  IxxuH^ble  members,  has 
been  founded  on  very  imperfect  data.  I 
recognise,  on  the  other  h^id,  that  the  re- 
presentatives of  Western  Australia,  who 
know  more  about  the  matter  than  I  do, 
are  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  construc- 
tion of  the  line  would  be  justified.  Now, 
what  is  the  question  that  we  are  required 
to  consider?  We  have  been  asked  by  the 
Western  Australian  Government  to  make 
a  survey  of  the  line,  and  satisfy  ourselves 
whether  there  is  any  warrant  fbr  its  con- 
struction. Now,  it  appears  to  me  that  that 
is  not  an  unreasonable  request  to  make.  I 
had  long  nnce  made  up  my  mind  to  sup- 
port the  proposal  for  the  survey  of  the 
line.  The  honorable  member  for  Gram- 
pians has  just  handed  me  a  copy  of  Han- 
sard containing  an  interjection  of  mine 
with  referawe  to  this  matter. 


Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — If  the  survey  is 
favorable,  will  the  Minister  support  ^ 
construction  of  the  railway? 

Mr.  McLEAN.— I  shall  explain  my 
views  upim  that  matter  in  due  course.  The 
honorable  member  fbr  Grampians,  wfacD 
speaking  upon  the  Address-in-Reply,  iqxm 
the  iTtfa  March  last,  said: — 

I  do  aot  see  the  need  for  a  saivey  in  wbxh 
fweiy  level  woold  he  taken,  and  every  peg  fMit 
into  position,  because  that  would  be  too  expen- 
sive. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^The  hononble  member  wmiM 
like  ta  see  a  flying  sarvey  made. 

Mi.  SKENE.— Somethne  a  little  moic  defi- 
nite than  a  Sying  suivey. 

Mr.  McLXAN.— A  trial  survey. 

I  had  for  a  very  long  tim**  past  made  up 
my  mind  to  support  a  trial  survey,  in  order 
that  we  might  have  some  information  to 
guide  us  in  our  consideratitm  of  the  merits 
of  the  project 

Ml.  Cauekon. — Has  the  Minister  any 
idea  what  the  survey  will  cost? 

Mr.  McLEAN.— The  awnut  allocated 
foe  the  work  is  j£zo,ooo,  and  I  may  teU 
my  bonorable  friends  that  I  am  not  the 
person  to  advocate  the  reddem  expenditure 
of  j^2o^ooo^  oi  of  even  half  that  mm.  I 
have,  however,  to  ask  myself  wbethn  the 
request  now  made  by  Western  Aostralia  is 
a  reasonable  one.  In  the  first  plac^  we 
have  to  consider  the  position  of  that  State, 
which  is  so  situated  that  it  does  not  derive 
any  benefit,  that  I  can  discover,  from  the 
Federation. 

Mr.  Caiceron. — How  much  does  Tas- 
mania derive  from  it? 

Mr.  McLEAN.— I  hope  my  bonorable 
friend  will  not  interrupt  me,  aa  I  am  mak- 
ing only  a  very  short  statement  in  Tcgiy  to 
the  hon«able  member  f<X'  Mcara.  Tl« 
trade  carried  oa  between  We^em  Austra- 
lia and  the  otha  States  is  Very  large,  and 
is  almost  entirely  in  favour  of  the  eastern 
States.  Western  Australia  is  not  a  pro- 
ducing State,  but  is  a  very  good  customer  of 
the  other  States,  for  whcxn  she  provides  one 
of  our  best  markets.  She  does  not 
enter  into  competition  with  the  producers 
or  manufacturers  of  the  eastern  States. 
The  right  honorable  member  fbr  Swan  last 
night  pointed  out  that  the  trade  of  Wes- 
tern Australia  is  at  the  present  time 
7,000,000  per  anntmi,  ai^  we  know 
that  that  trade,  and  also  the  popnlarion. 
is  rapidly  increasing.  Therefore,  honor- 
able members  will  see  that  an  expendrtuie 
of  ^30,000  is  a  mere  fraction,  in  compari- 
son with  the  benefits  that  the  eastern 
States  get  from  their  trade  relatkns  with 
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We^m  Australia  every  year ;  and  it  would 
be  churli^  on  our  part  if  we  were  to  re- 
ixxst  90  small  a  request  as  is  involved  in  a 
survey  to  set  the  question  definitely  at  rest. 
My  opinion,  as  I  have  stated,  is  that  the 
results  of  the  survey  will  not  prove  favtw- 
able  to  the  constructicHi  d  the  line ;  but  I 
may  be  doing  an  injustice  to  Western  Aus- 
tralia  in  entertaining  thait  c^inion,  and 
it  is  right  that  the  que^ion  should  be 
settled  on  its  merits.    I  do  not  think  that 
the  amount  invtdved  is  an  unreasoniddy 
large  concession  to  make  to  a  State  from 
which  we  derive  such  large  advantages  in 
ccHinexion  with  trade.    In  additicHi,  I  may 
say  that  the  last  three  Governments  have 
pledged  themselTOs  to  this  work,  and  it 
would  require  very  strong  reasons  to  justify 
us  in  ignoring  the  pledges  givai.    I  admit 
at  once  that  Uie  Government    have  no 
{xnver  to  bind  Parliament ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  we  ought  to  consider  that  Western 
Australia  consists  of  our  cnvn  kith  and  kin, 
and  is  the  only  pcntion  of  the  Ccnunon- 
wealth  which  derives,  so  far  as  I  can  du- 
cover,  no  visible  benefit  from  the  Federal 
union.    In  view  of  the  fact  that  we  derive 
the  large  advantages  to  whidi  I  have  re- 
ferred, we  should  give  some  consideration 
to  the  request  for  a  survey  of  this  line. 
At  any  rate,  we  should  think  twice -before 
repudiating  the  promise  or  promises  made  by 
former  Governments.    This  is  my  position 
in  a  nutshell.  I  do  not  intend  to  be  a  party, 
unless  the  results  of  the  survey  justify  it,  to 
committing  die  Ccmmi<mwealth  to  the  tx- 
penditure  involved  in  the  construction  of  j 
the  line ;  that  is  a  serious  matter,  to  be  dealt  I 
with  on  its  merits.     But  the  cwistruction  [ 
of     the      line     is     not      the    question  j 
before    us.      What    we   have    to    con-  ! 
sider   is   whether   we   should   or   should  \ 
not  accede  to  the  request  of  the  people  of  i 
Western  Australia,  and  ascertain  for  our- 
selves at  a  very  moderate  cost  all  the  facts 
connected  with  the  proposed  railway.  I 
have  iox  a  Img  time  thought  that  the  in-  ; 
formation  now  desired  should  be  obtained. 
T  would  be  one  of  the  last  monbers  in  the 
House  to  now  commit  the  Commonwealth  to 
the  larger  and  further  expenditure  involved 
in  the  construction  of  the  line.    Of  course, 
if  the  results  of  the  survey  afford  any  jus- 
tification, I  shall  be  very  pleased  indeed 
to  learn  that  I  have  been  wrong ;  but  I  am 
strongly  of  the  opinion,  from  the  meaeire 
information  at  mv  disposal,  that  the  line 
•would  not  pay.   When  we  obtain  the  infor- 
mafion  disclowd  by  the  survey,  and  when 
we  have  ^  whole  of  tiie  facts  befrac  us, 


we  can  consider  the  further  question 
of  the  construction,  and  we  shall  also 
then  have  to  consider  the  terms  in  regard  to 
the  pri^rtion  of  the  loss  to  be  borne  by 
the  States  which  derive  most  benefit  from 
the  work.  The  honorable  member  who  last 
^K^e  knows  that  the  South  Australian  Go- 
vernment consented  to  the  survey  through 
their  territory ;  and  I  do  not  agree  with 
him  that  we  should  refuse  to  get  the  neces- 
sary information  in  the  meantime  because 
that  Government  attach  a  condition  to  tiidr 
consent.  If  it  be  found  that  the  financial 
prospects  do  not  justify  the  ccmstniction  of 
the  line,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  proceed 
further.  The  pec^le  of  Western  Australia 
are  reas<mable,  and  will  be  satisfied  with  the 
results  disclosed;  I  understand  that  their 
only  desire  is  to  have  the  matter  dealt  with 
on  its  merits. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  does  the  hon- 
orable member  call  "  justification  "  ? 

Mr.  McLEAN.— If  the  returns  from  the 
line  would  substantially  pay  the  interest  on 
cost  of  construction. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Then  the  Minister 
would  borrow  money  at  once  to  construct 
the  line  ? 

Mr.  McLEAN'.— When  the  honorable 
member  says  "at  once,"  that  is  a  very  dif- 
ferent matter. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  bears  on  this 
question. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — No.  In  the  first  place 
this  survey  will  take  a  considerable  time. 
We  know  that  at  the  present  time  the  mcmey 
markets  of  the  world  are  not  in  a  favorable 
condition  for  borrowing  for  a  large  work. 
To  borrow  under  present  conditions  would 
be  to  load  this  line  for  all  time  to  come 
with  an  unfairly  large  interest  charge.  I 
am  perfectly  sure  that  the  Western  Austra- 
lian members  would  be  the  first  to  sav  that, 
if  the  results  of  the  survey  do  justify  the 
construction  of  the  line,  we  ought  to  wait 
for  more  favorable  conditims  for  borrowing 
before  entering  into  the  obligation.  But 
those  are  matters  which  will  be  dealt  with  at 
the  proper  time.  In  the  meantime  we  have 
only  to  consider  whether  we  shall  acce'de  to 
the  wishes  of  the  people  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia to  the  extent  of  expending  ;^20,ooo, 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  financial  pros- 
pects of  the  undertaking,  and  to  guide 
us  in  detennining  whether  we  are  jus- 
tified in  proceeding  further.  I  believe 
T  am  as  strongly  impressed  with  the  neces- 
sity for  eooncsny  as  is  any  member  of  the 
House,  but,  careful  as  I  should  be  before 
committing  the  ConomoDwealtfa  to  the  con- 
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struction  of  the  line,  I  hold  that  the  request 
now  made  is  reasonable  and  moderate.  It 
is  due  to  OUT  friends  in  Western  Australia 
that  we  should  accede  to  their  desire  to  the 
extent  they  now  ask. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie).— I  intend  to 
imitate  as  far  as  I  can  the  excellent  example 
set  by  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs, 
who  dealt  with  this  question  in  a  very  brief 
way.  There  are  many  reascms  for  taking 
that  line  of  action.  There  is  the  considera- 
tion that  this  debate  has  arisen,  as  few  de- 
bates have  done,  in  this  or  any  other  Parlia- 
ment, on  a  motion  in  connexion  with  the 
introduction  of  a  Bill;  and  I  quite 
agree  with  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan  that  this  is  a  most  atiaordinary  pro- 
ceeding. Western  Australia,  as  the  Minis- 
ter of  Trade  and  Customs  has  admitted, 
receives  absolutely  no  benefit  from  Federa- 
tion ;  and  yet,  on  the  very  first  occasion  on 
which  the  representatives  of  that  State  ask 
for  what  may  be  considered  a  right,  th%  re- 
quest is  met  by  an  innovation  in  the  pro- 
cedure, and  a  reluctance  even  to  give  leave 
for  the  discussion  of  a  Bill  to  make  a  small 
appropriation.  As  this  debate  will  have  to  be 
gone  over  ^ain  on  the  various  stages  of  the 
Bill,  if  leave  be  ipven  to  introduce  the  mea- 
sure, it  seems  to  me  that  we  are  now  fol- 
lowing a  very  purposeless  procedure.  In  one 
respect  I  have  great  pleasure  in  congratu- 
lating the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs, 
who  certainly  gave  me  the  impression  some 
time  ago  that  he  was  opposed  to  this  railway, 
and  even  I  think  to  a  survey.  It  is  very 
satisfactory  indeed  to  witness  such  a  rapid 
c(Hiversion.  I  would  not  suggest  for  a 
moment  that  the  fact  that  he  now  occupies 
a  seat  upon  the  Treasury  benches  is  in  any 
way  responsible  for  this  remarkable  change 
of  front.  I  can  <»ily  attribute  it  to  the  fact 
that  some  additional  information  has  reached 
the  honorable  gentleman.  I  think  that  he 
is  quite  consistent  in  the  matter,  and  I  con- 
gratulate him  upon  desiring  more  informa- 
tion in  reference  to  the  project,  before  we 
finally  decide  to  construct  the  railway.  I 
feel  sure  that  when  the  final  survey  has  been 
made,  the  honorable  gentleman  will  be 
agreeably  disappointed  to  find  that  the  in- 
formation thus  obtained  will  justify  him  in 
voting  for  the  oMistruction  of  the  line.  Be- 
fore dealing  with  that  aspect  of  the 
matter,  however,  I  wish  to  refer 
briefly  to  the  remarks  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Moira.  He  appears 
to  blame  Western  Australia,  as  he  blames 
South  Australia,  for  neglect  in  bringing  this 


matter  to  a  practical  issue.  All  I  can  say 
is  that  nothing  has  been  left  undone  ti^ 
the  Government  and  the  people  of  Western 
Australia  to  advance  this  project.  They 
have  met  the  Government  of  South  Austra- 
lia upon  every  possible  occasion,  and  in 
every  possible  way.  But  a  most  extraor- 
dinary thing  has  happened.  Two  PremiCTj 
of  South  Australia  pledged  themselves  to 
endeavour  to  induce  the  Parliament  of  that 
State  to  give  legislative  sanctim  to  the  con- 
struction of  this  line.  Subsequently  a  third 
Premier  came  into  oBce,  who  absolutely 
repudiated  those  pledges.  I  think  that  no- 
thing more  could  have  been  done  by  Western 
Australia  than  has  been  dcHie.  To  explain 
the  action  of  South  Australia  in  this  nat- 
ter, I  should  like  to  quote  the  repcMt  of 
an  interview  with  a  gentleman  who  at  the 
time  dominated  the  politics  of  that  Su»c 
although  he  was  not  its  Premier.  Mr. 
John  Darling,  up<xi  3rd  March,  1905. 
whilst  on  his  way  to  London,  was  inter- 
viewed in  Perth  in  reference  to  this  project 
He  said — 

We,  in  South  Australia,  are  extremely 
for  the  development  of  onr  Baitbem  country,  and 
for  that  reaion,  I  would  not  be  prepared  to  recom- 
mend the  Western  Australian  line  until  the  line 
from  Oodnadatta  to  Port  Darwin  is  accompliihed. 
I  may  tell  vou  candidly  that  as  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned at  the  present  time,  if  a  Bill  to  gire  the 
consent  of  South  Australia  to  your  line  were  in* 
troduced  into  Parliament  I  would  oppose  it. 
We  want  our  own  Transcontinental  line,  anfl  the 
Kalgoorlte-Port  Augusta  .line  would  Tcry  pre- 
judicially affect  our  chances  of  getting  it. 

Then  the  interviewer  asked  him  this  ques- 
tion— 

What  better  prospects  does  the  Port  Dazwin 

line  offer? 

To  that  inquiry  Mr.  Darling  replied — 

We  have  very  fine  country  in  the  north  to  de- 
velop, and  we  have  the  postibilities  of  a  great 
gold-field  at  the  Macdonnell  ranges,  about  i,aoo 
miles  from  Adelaide. 

The  interviewer  then  put  this  further  ques* 

ti(Mi  to  him — 

Is  it  a  better  field  than  Kalgoorlie? 
Mr.  Darling's  answer  is  significant.  He 
replied — 

Perhaps  not ;  but  it  is  in  South  Australia,  you 
see. 

That  is  (be  secret  of  the  oppositioD  to  this 
railway.  That  interview  fflsplaina  why  the 
Premier  of  South  Australia  repudiated  a 
promise  whidi  was  given  by  two  of  his  pre- 
decessors— a  promise  which  is  upon  record 
in  the  papers  that  have  been  laid  upon  the 
table  of  this  House.  Many  people  in  the 
eastern  States  appear  to  be  igmvant  of  the 
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great  resources  of  Western  Australia.  I  re- 
gret to  say  that  it  appears  to  be  what  theo- 
logians caul  "  invincible  ignorance  "  in  some 
respects,  for  the  newspapers  will  not  give 
the  people  an  opportunity  of  learning  the 
true  facts  of  the  case.  1  have  in  a  small 
pamphlet  here  seme  particulars  of  the 
developments  which  have  recently  taken 
place  in  Western  Australia,  whidi  I 
wish  could  be  conveyed  to  the  elec- 
tors of  the  Commonwealth.  I  quite 
agree  with  the  right  honwable  mem- 
ber for  Swan  that  if  we  could  get  to  the 
people  of  Australia  and  place  our  case  fairly 
before  them  we  should  gain  their  enthusias- 
tic approval  of  the  obstruction  of  this  line. 
Unfortunately,  for  some  reason  or  other— 
perhaps  because  New  South  Wales,  South 
Australia,  and  Victoria,  particularly  the  last 
named,  have  sunk  a  large  amount  of  loan 
money  unprofitably  in  railways — this  great 
national  work  which  is  essential  to 
connect  the  scattered  portions  of  the 
continent  is  decried.  When  this  little 
pamphlet  was  prepared  by  the  Premier 
of  Western  Australia  some  two  years  ago, 
its  population  ntmibered  320,000,  of  whom 
an  exceptionally  large  proportion  were 
adult  males.  Its  territory  embraces  an 
area  of  upwards  of  640,000,000  acres,  and 
comprises  almost  one-third  of  the  area  of 
the  Continent.  Its  revenue  amounts  to 
upwards  of  ;£3,6oo,ooo  per  annum,  al- 
though no  income  or  land  tax  has  yet  been 
imposed.  Its  Savings  Bank  shows  a  sum 
of  ;^i.9o8,898  to  the  credit  of  deposi- 
tors, while  the  ordinary'  banks  have  local  as- 
sets of  nearly  ^6,500,000  sterling.  These 
figures  have  since  been  added  to  consider- 
ably, because  the  population  has  materially 
increased.  Its  imports  amount  to  upwards 
of  ;^7, 000,000  per  annum,  and  its  exports 
to  upwards  of  ;^9, 000,000  per  annum.  It 
has  eighteen  declared  gold-fields,  for  which 
full  administrative  facilities  are  provided. 
These  gold-fields  have  produced  more  than 
^40,500,000  worth  of  gold,  weighing  up- 
wards of  330  ttms  (avoirdupois),  the  output 
for  1902  being  worth  ^^7.947, 663;  whilst 
for  the  last  four  years  the  output  has  ex- 
ceeded j^6,ooo,ooo  per  annum.  The  Min- 
ister of  Trade  and  Customs  has  sdd  that 
Western  Australia  is  not  a  great  producing 
State. 

Mr.  McLean. — But  it  is  a  great  consum- 
ing State. 

Mr.  MAHON.— That  fact  is  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  Victoria  and  the  other  States. 
I  think  that  the  Minister  unintentionally 
ocmv^-ed  a  wrong  impression.     Not  <mly 


is  Western  Australia  a   great  producing 

State  from  a  mineral  point  of  view  

Mr.  McLean. — I  merely  desired  to  show 
that  our  trade  relations  with  Western  Aus- 
tralia were  all  to  our  advantage,  because 
that  State  ccmsumes  what  the  other  States 
produce. 

Mr.  MAHON. — ^The  Minister's  remarks, 
nevertheless,  might  convey  a  wrong  impres- 
sion. Western  Australia  possesses  upwards  of 
400,000  cattle,  and  2,750,000  sheep,  and 
has  more  than  250,000  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion. Its  pastoral  leases  comprise  up- 
wards of  100,000,000  acres  

Mr.  McLean. — ^Western  Australia  is  not 
exporting  to  the  other  States. 

Mr.  MAHON.— Certainly  not.  I  merely 
wish  to  correct  the  statement  of  the  Min- 
ister, which  might,  perhaps,  convey  a  false 
impression  to  the  public.  I  feel  sure  that 
he  did  not  intend  to  reflect  upon  Western 
Australia. 

Mr.  McLean. — I  said  that  we  were  under 
an  obligation  to  that  State. 

Mr.  MAHON.— Quite  so;  but  as  I  hap- 
pened to  have  the  figures  before  me,  I 
thought  it  afrofos  to  sutmiit  Phem  to  the 
House.  Western  Australia  annually  pro- 
duces almost  1,000,000  bushels  of  wheat, 
or  an  evenly  distributed  average  of  10 
bushels  to  the  acre;  over  ;^8o,ooo  worth 
of  coal;  ;£i  10,000  worth  of  copper; 
;^50,ooo  worth  of  tin;  and  over  ;^73»ooo 
wcwth  of  sandalwood.  She  exported,  in 
1902,  ;£7, 500,000  worth  of  gold  bullion 
and  specie ;  ^^500,000  worth  of  timber ; 
j^5oo,ooo  worth  of  wool ;  and  over 
;£iii,ooo  worth  of  hides  and  skins.  In 
addition  to  that,  she  had  an  output  of 
78,000  worth  of  pearls  and  pearl-shell, 
and  about  ;£'200,ooo  worth  of  other  pro- 
ducts. It  15  also  worthy  of  mention  that  pro- 
vision is  made  for  a  sinking  fund  in  con- 
nexion with  every  loan  floated  by  the  State, 
and  that  out  of  its  loan  indebtedness  of 
;^i5, 000,000,  no  less  than  ;^i3, 500,000 
represents  expenditure  on  reproductive 
works.  In  other  words,  t*ie  whole  of  that 
simi  is  yielding  interest.  I  have  no  desire 
to  weary  the  Committee  by  any  lengthy  ad- 
dress, because  I  feel  sure  that  the  spirit  of 
fair-mindedness  which  prevails  in  this 
House  will  cause  honorable  members  to  re- 
cognise the  desirableness  of  leave  being 
granted  to  introduce  this  Bill,  and  that,  if 
necessary,  we  shall  be  able  at  a  later  stage 
to  present  all  the  facts  required  to  enable 
honorable  members  to  arrive  at  a  decision. 
I  was  rather    amused,    however,  by  the 
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speech  made  last  night  by  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  manber  for  Parkes, 
who  proposed  that  Western  Australia 
should  be  called  upon  to  pay  the 
cost  of  the  survey,  subject  to  the  condition 
that  if  the  railway  were  constructed,  and 
proved  a  sound  investment,  the  State  mi^ 
approach  the  Commonwealth,  and  induce  it 
to  recoup  it  in  respect  of  tiiis  indebtedness. 
That  is  a  suggestion  which  might  have  ema- 
nated very  well  from  a  pawnbroker,  or  from 
some  persOT  having  but  a  limited  political 
vision ;  but  coming  as  it  did  from  one  who 
professes  to  have  the  widest  political  out- 
look, it  certainly  occasioned  me  some  sur- 
prise. 

Mr.  Robinson. — His  outlook  is  so  wide 
that  he  cannot  cover  its  whole  extent. 

Mr.  MAHON.— That  is  so.  Another 
remark  which  was  made  by  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Indi  also  caused 
me  some  astonishment.  The  ri^t  honor- 
able member  for  Swan  very  j>ertmently  in- 
quired whether  the  opponents  of  this  pro- 
posal objected  to  it  on  the  ground  of  the 
expenditure  which  the  construction  of  the 
railway  would  iirvolve,  and  went  on  to  ask, 
"  If  that  be  so,  are  they  prepared  to  give 
a  private  company  the  right  to  build  the 
line,  and  to  control  it  for  a  pro- 
longed period  ?' '  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Indi  subsequently  ob- 
jected to  anything  being  done  in  that  direc- 
tion, urging  that,  although  the  Commm- 
wealth  might  not  be  prepared  to  build  the 
line,  we  should  very  naturally  object  to 
hand  over  the  undertaking  to  a  svndicate. 
But  the  right  hcHiorable  member  {or  fiwan 
expressed  the  opinion  that  if  a  syndicate 
were  prepared  to  tmdertake  the  construc- 
tion of  the  line,  believing  that  it  would 
be  a  protita£le  imdertaking,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Commonwealth  ought  not  to 
hesitate  to  build  it.  I  am  sure  that  will 
be  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  people  of 
AustraJia.  If  the  undertaking  be  good 
enoup;h  for  a  syndicate,  it  <wght  surely  to 
be  good  enough  for  the  nation.  The  hon- 
orably member  for  ^fo^ra  indulged  in  a  vari- 
ation of  the  proposition  made  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Parkes,  that  South  Aus- 
tralia and'  Western  Australia  should  be 
asked  to  share  the  cost  of  the  survey ;  but 
fmm  the  quotations  I  have  made,  fiom  the 
opinions  expressed  by  a  leading  South  Aus- 
tralian politician,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is 
simply  absurd  for  any  one  to  tell  u^  Ihat 
we  should  first  obtain  the  assent  of  South 
Australia  to  this  project.   As  I  tiave  al- 


ready explained,  that  State  has  a  rival 
line  in  contemplation;  and  while  this  scfaeiiie 
holds  the  fieHT  she  will  never  look 
with  a  kindly  eye  upon  the  inoposal 
to  construct  the  line  which  Western  Aus- 
tralia desires.  I  am  free  to  admit  that 
it  would  be  verv  foolish  for  South  .^utra- 
lia  to  attempt  the  construction  of  the  gnat 
Northern  Railway.  What  peculation  would 
it  serve  at  Port  Darwin?  There  we  ban 
a  population  of  some  300  or  400  Euro- 
peans, whilst  the  remaining  resfdents  con- 
sist chiefly  of  Chinese.  On  the  other 
hand,  a  railway  extending  to  Coolgardie 
and  the  eastern  gold-fields  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia would  serve  a  wlute  populatioo  of 
at  least  50,000,  all  earning  good  wages, 
and  spending  Uieic  money  fittly.  If 
Kalgoorlie  were  on  the  route  of  die  pro- 
jected northern  lin^  South  Australia  would 
be  very  anxious  indeed  to  oacmect  it  with 
the  railway  systems  of  the  States.  I  agree 
further  with  the  right  honorable  meiE^iet 
for  Swan  that  the  principal  adrantages  de- 
rived frc»n  the  construction  of  the  trans- 
continental line  would  be  reaped,  not  by 
Perth  or  Fremantle,  but  to  a  very  material 
extent  by  South  Australia.  I  am  ^iso- 
lutely  convinced  that  a  large  nmdber  of 
tlie  residents  of  the  eastern  gold-fields  of 
Western  Australia  would  avail  tbetnidva 
of  this  railwav  to  travel  direct  to  Adelaide 
when  they  wished  to  visit  the  eastern 
States,  in  preference  to  joomering  vid 
Perth  and  Fremantle,  as  they  do  at  the 
present  time.  In  these  circumstances  the 
construction  of  this  line  would  not  be  in 
the  interests  of  the  coastal  towns  of  Wen- 
em  Australia.  Nor  can  it  be  said  that 
there  is  anything  inconsistent  in  this  pro- 
posal with  the  projected  construction  of  the 
railway  mentioned  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Muira.  nmning  from  Kalgoorlie 
to  Esperanee  Bay.  It  is  aBsolutriy  idle 
for  any  honorable  memba  to  speak  about 
obtaining  the  assent  of  the  South  Austra- 
lian Government  to  this  proposal.  The 
Commonwealth  Government  has  already 
done  all  that  is  possible  in  that  direction. 
The  late  Prime  Minister  certainly  did  all 
that  he  could  to  <^tain  the  assent  of  South 
Australia.  He  pressed  the  Premier  of 
South  Australia  for  a  reply  to  an  inquiry 
whether  the  Parliament  of  that  Slate  would 
consent  to  pass  a  Bill,  allowing  tiie  Un* 
to  pass  through  South  Australian  territory. 
In  a  final  answer  to  a  message,  askii^  the 
plain  question  whether  he  woold  carry  ottt 
the  promise  made  by  his  predecessors  to 
introduce  a  Bill  giving  legal  authcmty  for 
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the  construction  of  the  luie,  the  Premira 
of  South  Australia  telegraphed  as  fol- 
lows : — 

I  have '  nothing  to  add  to  mine  of  T2th  inst., 
further  than  to  itate  tfaat  suTTcy  and  reliable 
estimates  are  always  prepared  before  we  ask 
Parliament  by  Act  to  sanction  tbe  coastructioa  of 
any  line  of  railway. 

The  present  Government,  following  the  ac- 
licHi  of  its  predecessocs,  has  now  aslced  the 
House  to  agree  to  pass  a  sum  necessary  to 
allow  tbe  making  of  a  survey  which  is  the 
preliininary  regarded  by  South  Australia  as 
easQotial  to  the  giving  of  her  consent  to 
the  coDstniction  of  the  lue.  That  being 
so,  1  think  that  the  representatives  of 
Western  Australia  haw  a  fair  claim  to  con- 
sideratian.  I  would  urge  tbe  Parliunoit 
to  consider  very  seriously  the  position  of 
the  western  State.  The  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Customs  has  truly  said  that  Western 
Australia  has  received  no  benefit,  and  is 
not  likely  to  receive  any  advantage  from 
Federation.  He  might  well  have  gone 
further,  and  have  said  that  Western  Aus- 
tralia has  made  very  considerable  sacri- 
hces  for  Federatim.  In  these  dicum- 
stances  I  think  it  is  uicumboit  upon  tbe 
people  of  the  other  States  to  consider  the 
position  of  the  western  cooununity.  It 
cannot  be  denied  that  the  isolation  ot 
Western  Australia  con^tutes  a  serious 
menace  to  the  permanency  of  the  Federal 
Union.  We  know  very  well  that  in  the 
corporeal  sphere  the  disuse  of  a  monber  is 
followed  by  its  atrophy. 

Mr.  EwiNC-^And  then  by  death. 

Mr.  MAHON.— Exactly.  I  am  afraid 
that  unless  you  make  your  Union  felt  in 
the  extreme  western  State  of  the  Common- 
wealth, imless  you  give  the  people  there 
some  tangible  advantages  as  a  reward  for 
the  many  sacrifices  which  they  have  made, 
a  strong  feeling  of  antagonism  against  the 
Federation  will  grow  up  in  that  community. 

Sir  John  FomffiST. — ^There  is  no  doubt 
about  it. 

Mr.  MAHON'. — I  would  ask  the  members 
of  this  Parliament  to  consider  what  it  was 
that  lost  England  her  North  American  Colo- 
nies, and  estranged  Ireland  from  the  Em- 
pire for  centuries?  Was  it  not  that  the 
legislators  of  Great  Britain  attempted  to 
rule  in  defiance  of  the  wishes  of  tbe  people 
of  the  North  Ameiican  Colcxiies  and  against 
the  wishes  of  the  people  of  Ireland  ?  And 
are  we,  in  this  twentieth  centun*,  to  repeat 
the  disastrous  mistakes  which  have  clouded 
the  history  of  Great  Britain  ?   I  am  not  one 


to  talk  secession^  or  the  disnendierment  of 
the  Union;  but  if  the  peoi^e  cf  Western 
Australia  are  goaded  iiA>  action,  I  should 
not  be  surprised  if  within  the  next  four  or 
five  years  a  very  strcmg  agitation  arose 
against  the  Union  in  that  State.  Of  course 
it  would  be  our  duty  to  deprecate  anything 
of  the  kind ;  but  if  the  people  of  Western 
Australia  were  to  say,  "  We  no  longer  wish 
to  remain  federated,"  how  could  we  prevent 
them  frcMn  collecting  their  own  Customs 
duties,  and  managing  their  own  affairs,  as 
they  did  prior  to  FederatiOT. 

Mr.  Glynn. — ^The  southern  States  of 
America  were  very  soon  prevented  from 
doing  that. 

Sir  John  FoaaEST. — Yes,  by  the  tise  of 
swords  and  bullets. 

Mr.  MAHON. — If  honorable  members 
are  so  niggardly  as  to  gmdge  a  small  outlay 
for  the  oonstmctkm  of  a  nulway  which 
would  cement  the  Union,  can  the)'  contem- 
plate with  equanimity  die  possil^ty  of  a 
modi  larger  outlay  later  on  to  keep  it  intact? 
That  is  a  consideration  which  should  not  be 
lost  sight  of  by  respmsible  men.  X  do  not 
say  tli^t  any  prominent  person  is  likely  to 
advocate  secession ;  but  at  this  stage  of  our 
history  we  should  not  allow  anything  to  hap- 
pen whidi  would  give  the  people  of  Western 
Australia,  or  of  any  other  State,  reasonable 
grounds  iat  resentment  or  antagonism  to 
Federation.  We  have  hitherto  endea- 
voured, 10  far  as  we  oould.  to  legislate  for 
other  parts  of  the  Commonwealth  in  ao 
cordance  with  the  wishes  of  tbe  persons  con- 
cerned. We  have  made  great  sacrifices  to 
maintain  the  policy  of  a  White  Australia. 
The  people  of  Western  Australia  have  never 
grumbled  at  having  to  put  their  hands  into 
their  pock^  to  pay  the  suirar  bounties,  nor 
have  they  grumbled  because  the  State  of 
Victoria  has  received  the  major  portico  of 
the  benefits  which  have  been  obtained  from 
Federatifxi.  Neither  are  they  liluly  to 
grumble  if,  in  the  future,  New  South  Wales, 
which  has  large  coalfields,  becomes  the 
home  of  manufactures,  whose  axnpetiticm 
may  di&ve  similar  manufactures  out  of 
Western  Australia. 

Sir  John  Fokkest. — Some  of  the  West- 
em  Australian  manufacturers  have  already 
left  that  State  and  come  to  Victoria. 

Mr.  MAHON. — I-  hope  that  Parliament 
will  consider  the  aspect  of  the  matter  which 
I  have  put  before  it.  I  do  not  wish  to  be 
accused  of  talking  dismemberment  or  dis- 
union ;  but  we  should  endeavour  to  see  a 
little  f^ead,  and  not  give  to  any  part  of 
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our  community  reascmable  grounds  for  feel- 
ing that  it  has  been  tricked  into  joining  the 
(Federation,  and  that  it  is  now  being  un- 
justly treated. 

Mr.    EWIKG  (Richmond).— I   do  not 
desire  to  unduly  extend  this  debate ;  my 
intention  is  to  trffer  only  a  few  remarks 
pertinent  to  some  of  the  statements  I  have 
heard  in  this  Chamber.    I  believe  that  the 
vast  majority  of  the  people  of  Western 
Australia  would  not  afiirm  the  truth  of  the 
statement  that  any  State  entered  the  Union 
only    to    olrtain    material  advantages. 
Behind    the    creation    and    the  exist- 
ence    of     the     Australian     Union  is 
something     very     much     greater  than 
material  mterest — the  spirit  of  fellowship 
and  brotherhood.     Federation  was  the  re- 
sult of  an  uprising  in  the  direction  of 
nationality,  and  was  not  brought  about  for 
material  reasons.    But  while  saying  that,  I 
differ  from  those  who  think  that  no  weight 
shcHild  be  given  to  material  consideraticHis 
in  our  national  life,  and  that  the  proposal 
which  we  are  discussing  is  a  novel  one.  It 
is  nothing  of  the  jcind.    The  Dominion  of 
Canada  is  probably  more  like  our  Australian 
Commonwealth  than  is  any  other  Union 
which  now  exists,  and  we  find,  on  looking 
back  upon  her  history,  thai  several  of  the 
States  of  the  Dominion,  prior  to  joining  the 
Union,  made  requests  similar  to  that  which 
has  been  made  by  the  State  of  Western 
Australia.    Let  me  give  the  Ccmunittee  one 
or  two  instances.   Although  the  populati(xi 
of  Prince  Edward  Island  was  probably  as 
patriotic  as  any  other  community  which  is 
now  part  of  the  Dominion,  it  refused  to 
join  ■  the    Canadian    Union    until  some 
^300,000  had  been  promised  by  the  Do- 
minion to  get  rid  of  the  privab  ownership 
of  land  which  existed  in  the  State.  The 
people  of  Prince  Edward  Island  were  not 
disloyal  or  selfish;  but  they  felt  that  the 
matter  was  one  with  which  they  could  not 
deal  themselves,  and  therefore  they  asked 
the  Dominion  to  assist  them.   Then,  again, 
in  1870  the  D(»nini(xi  paid  the  old  historic 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  some  £,y3Q,OQQ 
before   Rupertsland  and  the  North-West 
Territory  would  join  the  Union.  Again, 
to  take  a  more  nearly  analogous  case, 
British  Columbia  in  the  same  year  refused 
to  join  the  Union  until  the  Dominiwi  Par- 
liament had  definitely  undertaken  to  ccm- 
struct  the  Canadian- Pacific  railway.  Fur- 
ther back — in  1867 — at  the  time  when  the 
Canadian   Federatim   was  consummated, 
Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  took  up  a 


similar  attitude  in  regard  to  the  constnictioa 
of  the  railway  from  Quebec  to  the 
seaboard  of  the  Maritime  Provinces.  In 
all  these  cases  what  were  primarily  local 
or  .State  needs  were  attended  to  by 
the  Federation,  which  had,  perhaps,  only  t 
secondary  interest  in  what  was  done:  TI^r- 
fore  what  is  now  proposed  ts  no  new  thipg 
in  the  history  of  Federal  Govemmats.  Tlu 
honorable  member  iot  Coolgardie  made  re- 
ference to  the  unwisdran  which  diaracterised 
the  attitude  of  Great  Britain  towards  its 
colonies  in  North  America,  whidi  we  now 
know  as  the  United  States.  It  is  unneces- 
sary to  enter  into  a  dissertation  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  taxatitHi.  The  stsUements  of 
Burke  form  a  treasury  for  the  intellectual 
world,  and  he  summed  up  the  situation  in 
this  way,  "It  does  not  matter  very  much." 
he  said,  "  whether  we  are  taxing  the  people 
of  North  America  ot  whether  we  are  not ; 
the  question  is,  do  they  think  we  are  tanng 
them?"  To  determine  a  similar  questiot. 
I  have  spent  some  littlti  time  in 
investigating  the  speedies  made  to  the 
people  of  Western  Australia  in  wpii 
to  the  proposed  Transcontinental  Railvay. 
Whether  those  who  were  in  power  were  en 
titled  to  make  promises  or  not,  and  vheihei 
such  premises  were  sufiidently  definite  u 
be  tangible,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  rait 
majority  of  the  people  of  Western  Aostn- 
lia  believed  that  a  compact  was  entered 
into  Then,  taking  Burke's  view  of  the 
situation,  we  come  to  the  question,  not  whf- 
ther  a  promise  was  made,  but  whether  tbev 
believed  that  it  was  made  I  feel  sure 
that  they  did  so  believe. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — ^There  is  no  doubt  that 
it  was  made. 

Mr.  EWING.— The  honorable  metnbef 
knows  that  some  honorable  members  vbo 
believe  that  no  such  promise  should  hare 
been  made,  state  that  it  was  made  by  pet- 
sons  without  authority,  and  it  would  he 
very  difi5cult  to  say  on  whom  raponsibilitr 
should  rest. 

Mr.  Frazer. — A  pttHnise  was  made  br 
persons  holding  respcMisible  positions. 

Mr.  EWING.— That  aspect  of  the  ques- 
tion has  also  been  discussed,  and  it  bu 
been  contended  that  the  respcxisibiiily  in 
curred  was  personal  rather  than  national.  I 
thoroughly  believe  that  if  the  people  of 
Australia  thought  ihat  a  ccntract  had  heeo 
made,  '.hey  would  have  no  hesitatkxi  in  con- 
senting to  the  proposed  survey,  whicfa  would 
cost  little  more  tlian  cme  penny  per  bead  cf 
the  i)opulatkxi  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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Mr.  PoYNTON. — One-penny  farthing  per 
head,  or  sixpence  per  family. 

Mr.  EWING. — That  is  not  very  much  to 
pay  for  a  principle,  and  I  do  not  think 
that   the  Australian   public  would  worry 
themselves  over  that   aspect  of  the  mat- 
ter.     It    is    very   much    more  diiBcuIt 
to  display  enthusiasm  with  regard  to  na- 
tional questions  than  with  regard  to  per- 
sonal matters.      I  am  quite  satisfied  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Melbourne  Ports 
would  be  very  enthusiastic  with  regard  to 
any  work  that  would  ameliorate  the  oxidi- 
ticxi  of  the  electors)  In  his  constituency. 
Similarly,  the  Mayor  of  Bundaberg  would 
no  doubt  be  very  enthusiastic  with  regard  to 
any  proposal  for  bonuses  which  would  tend 
to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  sugar- 
growers  of  the  north.    But  when  honor- 
able memters  are  asked  to  deal  with  a 
question  which  relates  to  some  portion  of 
the  continent  far  removed  from  their  own 
constituencies,  and  beyond  the  region  of 
local  interest,  they  feel  that  they  have  to 
accept  a  grave  responsibility.     They  will, 
without  hesitation,  do  what  they  know  their 
ccHistituents  would  like,  but  fmv  men  care 
to  be  called  upon  to  explain  that  they  have 
done  something  witH  regard  to  which  their 
constituents  are  in  doubt,  or  which  may  be 
they  believe  is  not  necessary,  or  that  they 
ha\'e  not  been  prompted  by  their  knowledge 
of  the  benefit  to  their  constituents,  as  much 
as  by  the  higher  sen.se  of  responsibility  to 
the   people  of   the  Commonwealth  as  a 
whole.    We  are  under  the  same  obligation 
to  do  what  is  right  and  just  to  the  people  of 
Western  Australia  as  we  are  to  see  that 
justice  is  done  to  our  own  constituents.  We 
cannot,  perhaps,  expect  our  constituents  to 
view  the  matter  in  quite  the  same  light  as 
we  do,  but  we  ought  to  endeavour  to  divest 
ourselves  of  local  influences,  and  to  do  the 
best  we  can  for  the  whole  Commonwealth. 
Even  though  an  honorable  member  may  have 
doubts  with  regard  to  the  construction  of 
the  railway — and  I  g^ant  that  I  have  seri- 
ous doubts — he  can  scarcely  object  to  take 
the  view  adopted  by  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition.     The     honorable     member  for 
Bland    said,   and  quite   rightly,    "  We 
go  no  further  than  tlie  question  of  ex- 
ploration and  inquiry ;  so  far  Australia  is 
prepared  to  go."    So  far  he  bound  him- 
self, and  we  are  not  asked  to  go  any 
further.      When     the     Transvaal  war 
broke  tnit  we  were  astounded  to  find  that 
the  English  ofiKers  knew  nothing  of  the 
topography  of  the  country — we  were  equally 


astonished  to  learn  that  the  Japanese  knew 
all  about  Manchuria — and  yet  we  are  not 

at  all  astounded  that  the  representatives  of 
Australia  and  the  Defence  authorities 
should  know  nothing  about  that  vast  tract 
of  country  which  extends  from  Port  Augusta 
to  Kalgoorlie. 

Mr.  Fowler. — ^We  have  had  foreigners 
making  more  careful  inquiries  than  have  our 
own  Defence  Department. 

Mr.  EWING. — It  appears  to  me  scan- 
dalous that  we  should  have  no  knowledge 
of  a  tract  of  country  extending  half-way 
across  the  continent,  and  it  is  in- 
cumbent upon  us  to  make  the  proposed 
inquiry.  Even  if  an  honorable  member  does 
not  believe  in  the  railway,  he  might  still  vote 
in  favour  of  the  proposal  for  a  survey. 
I  should  support  it  even  though  no  railway 
were  projected,  because  it  is  imperative  that 
we  should  know  something  with  regard  to 
the  continent  we  are  called  upon  to  govern. 
If  in  any  other  State  there  was  1,000  miles 
of  territory,  regarding  which  the  States  De- 
partments and  the  representatives  of  the 
people  knew  nothing,  I  should  gladly  vote 
;^2o,ooo  to  defray  the  cost  of  an  investiga- 
tion. Without  binding  myself  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  railway,  I  think  it  is  right 
and  proper  that  the  Parliament  should  vote 
the  proposed  sum  of  money  for  investigation 
purposes,  in  order  that  we  may  be  furnished 
with  essential  information  as  speedily  as 
possible. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie).— I  am  gra- 
tified at  the  tone  which  the  debate  has  taken, 
and  I  am  also  glad  that  it  is  thoxou^ly 
tmder^ood  that  all  that  we  are  required  to 
do  at  present  is  to  make  out  a  reasoiable 
case  for  a  survey  of  the  proposed  line. 
Some  time  ago  I  was  told  that  a  niunber  of 
honorable  members  were  under  the  impres- 
sion that  the  line  was  being  advocated  in 
the  interests  of  a  small  gang  of  perscHis  in 
Perth  and  Fremantle.  A  statement  to  that 
effect  was  made  in  the  Chamber,  and  I 
take  the  first  opportunity  to  say  that  it  is 
absolutely  incorrect.  The  people  of  West- 
em  Australia  are  almost  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  a  line  should  be  built  to  con- 
nect that  State  with  the  eastern  railway  sys- 
tems. It  is  not  surprising  that  this  feeling 
should  exist,  when  we  consider  the  number 
of  persons  from  the  eastern  States  who  have 
settled  in  Western  Australia,  but  who  still 
have  interests  of  a  donestic  or  other  char- 
acter in  the  places  from  which  they 
came.  I  have  a  return  prepared  by  the 
manager  of  the  Mcmey  Order  Ofllce  in  West- 
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era  Australia,  dated  nth  April,  1904,  show- 
ing the  amount  of  money  forwarded  through 
his  Department  from  1898  to  1903  inclu- 
sive to  ^  t^er  States.  During  that  period 
£,^26,12%  158.  6d  was  TCodtted  to  South 
Aujstralia. 

Mr.  Fowler. — That  amount  was  made  up 
of  small  sums,  forwarded  by  means  of 
money  orders,  and  was  apart  altogether 
from  any  remittances  by  cheque  or  draft. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Quite  sa  ^1,316,353 
8s.  was  remitted  to  Victoria. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^That  was  an  abso- 
lute present  to  Victoria;  we  received  no 
quid  pro  quo. 

Mr.  Tudor. — I  suppose  that  the  men 
who  sent  the  mmey  had  to  work  for  it  ? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Yes,  but  they  pre- 
sented it  to  the  people  of  Victoria. 

Mr.  FRAZER.--During  the  same  period 
^491,511  lis.  5d.  was  remitted  to  New 
South  Wales,  ;^68,904  4s.  lod.  to  Queens- 
land, and  ;^^96,033  9s.  3d.  to  Tas- 
mania, the  total  being  £,2>199*5^A 
9s.  In  view  of  the  ties  which 
exist  between  many  of  the  workfirs 
in  Western  Australia  and  their  families 
and  relatives  cm  the  other  side  of  the  conti- 
nent, it  is  only  natural  that  kindly  feelings 
should  be  entertained  by  them  towards  the 
other  States,  and  I  can  assure  honorable 
members  that  they  feel  greatly  disappointed 
when  antagcmism  is  expressed  towards  the 
proposed  railway.  The  promise  given  to 
Western  Australia  prior  to  her  joining  the 
Federation  imposes  a  moral  obligation  upon 
representatives  of  at  least  some  of  the  States 
to  do  all  they  can  to  assist  in  bringing  about 
the  construction  of  the  proposed  line.  Some 
reference  has  been  made  to  the  remarks  of 
two  Premiers  of  South  Australia,  but  unfor- 
tunately the  position  of  affairs  is  not 
thoroughly  understood  by  honorable  mem- 
bers, or  by  the  people  of  Australia.  The 
right  honorable  member  for  Adelaide,  when 
Premier  of  South  Australia,  used  expres- 
si(nis  which  fully  justified  the  people  of 
Western  Australia  in  believing  that  they 
would  receive  the  hearty  co-operati(xi  of 
South  Australia  in  securing  the  construction 
of  the  railway.  The  right  honorable  gen- 
tleman, in  (Hie  of  his  letters  to  the  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan,  said — 

This  would,  indeed,  be  on  Austral iaa  work 
worthy  of  undertaking  by  the  Federal  authority, 
on  behalf  of  the  nation,  in  pursuance  of  tne 
autfaoritiei  contained  in  the  Commonwealth  Bill. 
It  is,  of  course,  a  work  of  special  interest  to 
Western  Australia  and  South  Australia,  and  I 
devoutly  hope  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant 
when  Uie  repretentatives  of  Western  Australia 


and  South  Australia  nay,  in  their  place*  in  a 

Federal  Parliament,  be  found  working  side  bj 
side  for  the  advancement  of  Australian  interests 
in  this  and  other  matters  of  national  concern. 

ScHne  doubt  hfaving  been  subsequently  ex- 
pressed as  to  tbci  attitude  of  South  Austra- 
lia, the  right  honorable  member  for  Adelaide 
communicated  with  the  honorable  member 
for  Swan  as  follows:  — 

Cannot  understood  reference  to  probable  re- 
luctance of  South  Australia  to  permit  Federal 
construction  of  railway  connecting  colonies.  We 
have  no  fear  of  any  su^  anti -Federal,  "  dog-in- 
tfae-maoscT"  policy. 

These  commumcations  clearly  show  that  die 
people  of  Western  Australia  were  justified 
in  en^ecting  that  the  great  national 
WOTk  whidi  diey  desired  to  ace  car- 
ried out  would  lecNve  Strang  snp* 
port  in  the  Commonwealth  Parliasient. 
It  is  not,  however,  our  wish  that  tl»e  com- 
mencement of  this  great  work  should  rest 
on  sympathy,  so  I  desire  to  present 
a  few  facts  ccmceming  the  great 
Western  State,  whidi  do  not  appear  to 
be  universally  known  in  the  East.  At  the 
present  rime,'  Western  Australia  pooaenes 
a  population  of  nearly  350,000,  a  great 
proportion  of  whidi  is  comprised  of  «lult 
males.  It  cannot  be  disputed  that  Western 
Australia  is  the  greatest  mining  State  in  the 
Union.  It  contains  eighteen  declared  goid- 
fields,  and  during  the  period  that  mining 
has  beea  actively  carried  on  ;^io,ooo.ooo 
have  been  d  isbiirsed  in  d  i vidends.  Last 
year  the  dividends  paid  ^gre^ted 
^1,500,000.  During  the  same  period  the 
coal  produced  was  valued  at  j^86,ooo,  the 
copper  at  ;£iio,7^,  and  the  tin  at 
j^52,i02.  I  think  it  will  be  generally  ad- 
mitted that  a  State  which  is  capable  of  pro- 
ducing such  a  large  quantity  of  gold  is 
worthv  of  some  consideratiOT.  At  the  pre- 
sent time,  Western  Australia  has  about 
100,000,000  acres  under  pastoral  lease. 
Despite  the  statements  which  appear  in  the 
newspapers  of  the  eastern  States,  it  is  a  faa 
that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  country 
which  would  be  traversed  by  the  proposed 
railway  has  been  taken  up  by  pastoralists. 
who  have  stoAed  it.  In  dealing  with  the 
pastoral  resources  of  the  western  State,  and 
particularly  those  on  the  route  of  the  pro- 
posed line,  it  is  or^y  leascmable  that  I 
should  quote  frran  the  report  of  Mr.  Muir. 
who  travelled  over  it  upon  camels  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  Western  Australian  Go^-em- 
ment,  and  made  a  flying  survey.  He  states— 

I  was  led  to  believe,  prior  to  starting  this  trip, 
that  the  country  to  be  traversed  consisted  almost 
entirely  of  a  aeieit— 
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Had  be  been  resident  in  Victcma  we  should 
probably  have  said  that  he  had  been  read- 
ing the  Age — 

composed  of  sandhills  and  spinnif»  6ats.  This 
impression  proved,  bowever,  ta  be  perfectly 
enoQCOus,  onless  a  waterless  tract  of  country, 
though  well  grassed  and  timbered,  can  be  called 
a  desert.  Interspersed  through  this  forest  are 
numerous  flats  covered  with  grass,  as  well  as 
with  salt-bush  and  other  fodder  shrubs.  The 
soil  IS  of  good  quality,  and  the  growth  of  grass 
and  herbage  luxuriant.  At  about  200  miles,  roll- 
ing downs  of  lime-stone  formation  are  met  with, 
coxered  with  a  luxuriant  growth  of  grass,  and 
occasionally  a  salt-bush  Sat.  This  country  is 
lightly  timbered  with  myaporum,  and  presents 
a.  beautiful  park-like  appearance. 

Honorable  members  should  bear  in  mind 
that  Mr.  Muir  occupies  a  responsible  posi- 
tion, and  that  his  estimates  in  the  past  have 
ahvays  proved  absolutely  authentic.  Yet 
what  has  been  pictured  by  the  newspapers 
as  a,  desert,  he  describes  as  country  "  pre- 
senting a  beautiful  park- like  appearance." 
His  report  continues— 

Close  to  the  coast  a  narrow  belt  of  mallee 
runs,  and  further  inland  small  belts  of  myall 
and  myaporum  are  met  with.  This  coimtry  is 
also  well  grassed,  and  salt-bush  and  other  feed 
bashes  are  plentiful.  To  the  north,  near  the 
31st  parallel  of  latitude,  the  country  is  more 
open.  In  fact,  from  the  South  Australian  border, 
for  250  miles  in  a  westerly  direction,  it  is  one 
large  opca  plain  of  limestone  formatioa,  fairly 
well  graasea  throngbtrat.  Taken  as  a  wiiole, 
this  stretdi  of  cauntiy  is  one  of  the  finest  I  have 
seen  in  Australia,  and,  with  water — which  doubt- 
less could  be  obtained  if  properly  prospected 
for — it  is  admirably'  adapted  for  grazing  pur- 
poses, and  will,  without  doubt,  be  taken  up  some 
day  from  end  to  end.  At  the  time  of  our  visit 
this  tract  of  country  must  have  been  at  its  driest, 
as  the  settlers  at  Eyre  and  Eueln  informed  ns  that 
it  was  the  worst  season  they  had  experienced  for 
the  last  twenty  yean.  From  our  bbserrations, 
it  waa  quite  evident  that  there  had  been  a  long 
dry  spell,  extending  over  fully  twelve  months, 
I  should  think.  Still  the  grass  was  sound  and 
stnmg,  growing  for  the  most  part  to  a  height  of 
tweive  inches. 

When  a  report  of  that  description  is  pre- 
sented by  a  gentleman,  who  certainly  should 
b:;  a  reliable  authority  upon  the  matter,  and 
whose  reputation  is  at  stake,  I  think  that 
honorable  members  should  attach  more 
weight  to  it  than  to  the  rash  statements 
published  by  newspapers  which  desire  to 
cater  for  the  lowest  instincts  of  a  few 
people  in  other  portions  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. I  believe  that,  if  the 
facts  were  fairly  presented  to  the 
people  of  Australia,  they  would  unhesi- 
tatingly support  this  proposal.  I  would 
further  point  out  that  last  year  Western 
Australia  posseted  3,000,000  sheep  and 
400,000  cattle.  In  addititm  to  that,  she 
produced  about  1,000,000  bushels  of  wheat. 


The  State  has  also  enormous  possibilities 
for  agriculture.  There  are  about  10,000,000 
acres  open  for  selection,  ^  eztmding  from 
Geraldton  in  the  north  to  Esperance  and 
Albany  in  the  south,  which  contain  some  of 
the  finest  agricultural  land  to  be  found  in 
any  portion  of  Australia.  I  have  travelled 
over  a  vast  extent  of  that  country,  and  its 
fertility  cannot  be  questioned.  When 
experienced  settlers  take  up  this  land. 
Western  Australia  will  betxime  a  very 
important  agricultural  State.  I  do  not 
think  that  too  much  weight  should  be  at- 
tached to  the  arguments  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Moira  on  the  question  of  de< 
fence.  He  urged  that  at  the  present  time 
the  eastern  States  have  not  large  standing 
armies,  which,  in  the  event  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia being  seriously  threatened,  could  be 
readily  transported  across  the  Continent. 
But  the  same  remark,  I  would  point  out, 
would  apply  to  any  country  in  regard  to  any 
war  which  has  ever  taken  place.  At  the 
evening  of  hcwtilities  in  Soutii  Africa,  Aus- 
tralia did  not  possess  a  large  number  of 
troc^  which  she  could  immediately  place  in 
the  6eld.  Ne\-ertheless  it  was  soon  realized 
that  if  troops  were  required  for  patriotic 
purposes,  they  could  vwy  speedily  be  orga- 
nized. I  think  it  will  be  readily  conceded 
that  the  defence  of  a  countr\-  is  to  be  mea- 
sured by  its  strength  at  its  weakest  point 
Personally,  I  am  of  opinion  that,  in  the 
event  of  hostilities,  the  first  State  in  Aus- 
tralia to  be  attacked  %vould  be  that  which 
possessed  large  resources  in  the  shape  of  rich 
gdd  mines,  which  had  not  many  men  to  de- 
fend them,  and  which  possessed  no  means  of 
obtaining  assistance  from  its  eastern  neigh- 
bours. It  will  be  seen  that,  under  sudi 
circnmstances,  the  western  State  would  oc- 
cupy a  very  precarious  position  indeed. 
Looking  at  the  matter  from  a  common-sense 
stand-point,  I  think  that,  in  the  interests  of 
the  defence  of  the  Commonwealth,  facili- 
ties should  be  provided  for  the  transport  of 
troops  with  the  least  possible  delay.  I 
would  further  point  out  that  at  the  present 
time  there  is  a  large  passenger  traffic  be- 
tween Western  Australia  and  the  eastern 
States — I  believe  the  official  estimate  sets  it 
down  at  about  50,000  annually.  If  it  were 
possible  for  people  in  the  western  State  to 
travel  to  the  east  without  being  called  upwi 
to  undergo  the  inconvenience  and  discom- 
fort attaching  to  a  sea  trip,  I  venture  to  say 
that  the  number  of  passengers  travelling 
to  and  fro  would  be  considerably  increased. 
There  is  always  considerable  uncertainty  as 
to  the  hour  of  sailing,  and  that  in  itself 
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constitutes  an  objection  to  the  present  means 
of  communication.  We  must  also  remember 
that  many  people  have  a  natural  cA)jection  to 
travelling  by  sea.  There  is  another  aspect 
of  this  proposal  which  has  an  important 
bearing  cm  Western  Australia.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  CommtHiwealth  is  visited 
from  time  to  time  by  a  large  number  of 
European  tourists  and  others  who  cnnbine 
plje^ure'Seeking  with  Jbusiness,  and  are 
always  anxious  to  obtain  information  as  to 
the  opportunities  for  profitable  investment 
which  Australia  affords.  The  people  of 
Western  Australia  believe  that  if  faci- 
lities were  given  to  these  visitors  to 
leave  the  mail  steamers  at  Fremantle 
and  to  travel  thence  by  rail  to  all 
parts  of  the  CcHnmon\vea]th,  they 
would  spend  at  least  a  week  at  the  metro- 
polis and  a  week  at  the  gold-fields  before 
proceeding  overland  to  the  eastern  States. 

Sir  Langdon  BoNvrHON. — How  many 
oversea  passengers  leave  the  mail  steamers 
at  Adelaide  and  continue  their  journey  to 
Sydney  or  Melbourne  by  railway  ? 

Mr.  FRAZER. — I  have  no  figures  before 
me  that  would  enable  me  to  reply  to  the 
hcncffable  member's  questi<xi ;  but  I  would 
remind  him  that  to  travellers  from  other 
parts  of  the  world  Adelaide  does  not 
offer  as  many  «ttraction9  as  does  Western 
Australia.  I  therefore  assume  that  any  re- 
turn which  mieht  be  prepared  on  the  sub- 
ject named  could  not  be  takoi  as  a  fair  in- 
dication of  the  number  who,  if  this  line 
•were  constructed,  would  leave  the  mall 
steamers  at  Fremantle  and  travel  overland- 
Sir  Langek>n  Bonython. — My  questiMi 
was,  how  many  people  travelling  by  mall 
steamer — apart  altogether  from  Western 
Australians — land  at  Adelaide  and  go  <m 
to  Melbourne  or  Sydney  by  train  ? 

Mr.  FRAZER — I  was  under  no  mis- 
apprehension as  to  the  question  put  by  the 
honorable  and  learned  member. 

Mr.  Groom. — But  the  hcxiorable  member 
cannot  answer  it. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — I  have  no  3ata  bearing 
on  the  question,  but  I  think  I  have  supplied 
a  sufficient  answer  to  it.  I  have  heard  many 
passengers  on  mail  steamers  express  their 
determination  to  land  at  the  first  available 
opportunity,  and  I  consequently  conclude 
that  a  large  number  of  travellers  by  the 
mail  steamers  bring  their  sea  voya^  to  a 
termination  on  reaching  Adelaide.  The  at- 
titude taken  up  by  Western  Australia  in 
regard  to  this  question  has  been  somewhat 
severely  criticized  by  two  honorable  mem- 
bers who  have  addressed  themselves  to  this 


question.  The  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Parkes  last  night  expressed  the 
opinion  that  Western  Australia  should  be 
called  upon  to  pay  for  the  cost  of  the  pre- 
liminary survey.  He  urged  that  if  the 
Government  of  that  State  wished  to  obtain 
information  relative  to  the  projected  line 
they  should  be  prepared  to  pay  for  its  col- 
lection. But  in  the  event  of  the  CommoD- 
wealth  constructing  the  line  and  working 
it,  would  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber be  prepared  to  support  a  prc^>osa]  to 
give  Western  Australia  the  larger  prc^xv- 
tion  of  the  profits  that  might  be  obtained 
from  it?  That  is  an  aspect  of  the  matter 
which  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
has  not  seriously  considered.  I  believe  that 
Western  Australia  is  acting  in  a  very  gene- 
rous way,  and  that  there  is  no  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  representative  men  of  that 
State  that  the  Commonwealth  ^ould  be 
called  on  to  bear  the  whole  burden  should 
the  line  be  constructed  and  prove  less  suc- 
cessful than  we  hope  it  will  be.  Mr.  James, 
the  late  Premier  of  Western  Australia,  made 
what  I  consider  was  a  fair  offer  to  the  late 
Prime  Minister.  He  stated  in  a  tel^iam 
dated  i8th  May  last- 
On  condition  that  Commonwealth  is  allowed 
a  free  hand  as  to  route  and  gauge  of  railway, 
this  State  will  be  prepared,  for  ten  yean  after 
line  constructed,  to  bear  a  share  of  any  loss  in 
excess  of  our  contribution  on  a  population  basis. 
It  would  be  premature  to  fix  exact  proportion 
we  are  prepared  to  pay  at  this  stage;  but  I  an 
confident  it  wilt  be  liberal,  and  abundantly  %aXMiy 
the  Federal  Parliament  of  our  sincerity  in  this 
connexion,  and  our  belief  that  the  work  will  soon 
be  a  directly  paying  one. 

The  tone  of  that  message  does  not  suggest 
any  desire  on  the  part  of  the  representa- 
tive public  men  of  Western  Australia  to 
place  the  Commonwealth  in  a  false  posi- 
tion. I  would  point  out  further,  that  under 
the  Enabling  Act  passed  by  the  Western 
Australian  Parliament,  the  Government  of 
that  State  are  pledged  to  an  encxmous 
undertaking.  I  refer  to  the  lifting  and  re- 
laying of  the  railway  from  Fremantle  to 
Kalgoorlie,  in  order  that  it  may  corres- 
pond with  the  gauge  adopted  by  the  Com- 
monwealth for  the  great  national  line.  It 
must  also  be  remembered  that  the  altera- 
ticm  in  the  gauge  of  that  line  would  render 
it  different  from  the  other  State  lines.  In 
view  (tf  the  tmdertaking  given  in  the  En- 
abling Act,  I  think  we  may  safely  assume 
that  the  Government  of  Western  Australia 
are  quite  prepared  to  undertake  their  just 
responsibility  in  this  matter.  The  attitude 
adopted  by  two  honorable   members  who 
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have  spoken  during  this  d^te  is  worthy 
of  some  attention.  The  honorable  member 
for  Moira  asserted  that  the  cost  of  the  sur- 
vey must  be  seriously  considered,  and  the 
same  view  was  ^pressed  by  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Indi.  In  glancing 
over  the  pages  of  Hansard  this  cnoming,  I 
was  unable  to  discover  any  evidence  that 
these  honorable  members  had  always  been 
so  ready  to  take  excepticxi  to  the 
pr(qx»ed  expenditure  of  a  few  thou- 
sand pounds.  We  urge  that  the  build- 
ing of  this  railway  is  a  great  national 
undertaking  which  should  be  entered  upon 
by  the  Commonwealth,  in  order  that  the 
pledge  given  to  Western  Australia,  prior  to 
Federation,  by  a  number  of  the  leading 
public  men  of  Australia,  who  advocated  the 
Union,  may  be  redeemed.  But  the  honor- 
able member  for  Moira,  and  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Indi  object  to  the 
preliminary  survey  simply  on  the  ground  of 
the  cost.  When  various  other  proposals — 
imt^ving  considerable  expenditure — of  a  far 
les.«  important  character,  have  been  submit- 
ted to  the  House  they  have  not  taken  up 
that  attitude.  I  find  that  they  joined  with 
other  honorable  members  in  voting  a  sum 
of  ;^io,ooo  to  enable  the  Duke  and  Duchess 
of  York  to  be  lavishly  entertained  during 
their  visit  to  Australia  in  connexion  with  the 
opening  of  the  Commonwealth  Parliament. 

Mr.  Crouch. — When  they  voted  in  that 
way  the  money  had  alreadv  been  spent. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— That  is  immaterial  to 
the  point  at  issue.  The  money  should  cer- 
tainly not  have  been  spent  in  that  way,  and 
the  fact  that  it  was  so  expended  did  not 
relieve  the  Ministry  of  their  respmsibility 
to  this  House.  We  find,  however,  that  these 
two  arch-priests  of  the  gospel  of  economy, 
while  not  prepared  to  support  a  compara- 
tively small  expenditure  in  connexion  with 
an  undertaking  designed  to  cement  the  Com- 
monwealth, did  not  hesitate  to  vote  for  the 
expenditure  of  a  sum  of  ;£io,ooo,  most  of 
which  was  handed  over  to  Victorian  society. 
The  fcreater  part  of  that  amount  was  ex- 
pended, I  suppose,  in  the  purchase  of  cham- 
pagne, and  on  decorations,  in  order  that  the 
Duke  and  Duchess  of  York  might  be  lav- 
ishly entertained ;  but  it  was  of  no  material 
benefit  to  any  citizen  of  the  Coaaoon- 
wealth. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — Tone? 

Mr.  FRAZER— That  was  it.  If  those 
honorable  members  were  prepared  to  sup- 
port a  vote  that  was  of  no  lasting 
or  even  temporary  benefit  to  the  people 
of     the    ConmKMiwealthy     surely  they 
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should  not  censure  such  a  proposal  as 
that  now  before  the  House,  which  involves 
the  interests  and  the  welfare  of  a  vast  num- 
ber of  people.  I  believe  that  the  Committee 
will  adopt  a  course  that  will  enable  the 
fullest  investigatictti  to  be  made  and  the 
most  complete  data  to  be  obtained  before  we 
are  asked  seriously  to  determine  whether 
the  0»nm(»iwealth  should  ccnstruct  this 
line.  Its  amstruction  would  be  undoubt- 
edly a  momentous  undertaking  involving  a 
very  large  expenditure,  and  I  think  tha» 
the  feeling  manifested  during  this  debate 
shows  that  there  is  a  desire  on  the  part  oi 
honorable  members  to  obtain  the  informa- 
tion necessary  for  our  guidance.  I  hopt 
that  the  division  will  show  that  a  majoritv 
of  the  House  is  prepared  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  whole  of  the  facts  which 
have  befti  presented  in  justification  of  the 
Government  proposal,  and  that  the  ulti- 
mate result  will  be  assent  to  a  proposal,  de- 
signed to  secure  the  safetv  and  the  peace 
of  the  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  SKENE  (Grampians).— I  may  say 
at  once  that  I  intend  to  vote  for  the  motim, 
but  that  I  shall  do  so  on  the  distinct  under- 
standing that  I  shall  not  bind  myself  in  any 
shape  or  form  to  support  the  construction  of 
the  railway  if  the  survey  does  not  disclose 
some  better  possibilities  than  have,  so  far, 
been  presented  to  our  view.  There  is  to 
be  no  implied  contract.  We  have  heard 
much  of  implied  compacts,  but  I  desire  to 
make  my  positim  perfectly  clear.  I  con 
sider  that  the  proposed  undertaking  will  be 
rather  a  work  of  exploration  than  an  actual 
railway  sur\*ey.  Since  this  question  was 
first  brought  before  us,  a  good  deal  of  ad- 
ditional information  has  been  presented, 
which  throws  some  light  on  the  character  of 
the  country  through  which  the  railway  would 
pass.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  line 
would  run  through  some  excellent  grazing 
country,  but  the  difficulty  seems  to  be  to  se- 
cure an  adequate  water  supply.  I  assume 
that  the  survey  party  would  be  provided 
with  boring  appliances,  and  would  do  its 
best  to  discover  any  underground  supplies 
that  micht  exist.  The  hcmorable  mem- 
ber for  Kalgoorlie  read  some  extracts  from 
a  report  by  Mr.  Muir,  which  I  had  pre- 
viously seen,  and  which  I  think 
bear  out  the  statements  made  to  me  by  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan  and 
others  in  regard  to  the  grazing  capacity  of 
the  country  through  which  the  projected  line 
would  run.  The  right  hexiOTable  member 
for  Swan  tells  us  that  in  his  early  explora- 
tions  he  passed   through  ^-some  excellenl 
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grazing  land  along  the  southern  line.  I  do 
not  know  to  which  of  these  routes  Mr.  Muir 
refers  in  his  repwt ;  but  I  think  that  he 
deals  with  a  line  designed  to  go  further 
north  than  this  railway  would  run.  There 
can  be  no  question,  however,  that  a  large 
area  of  good  grazing  country  would  be 
traversed,  although,  as  I  hat-e  already  re- 
marked, there  is  a  difficulty  in  r^ard  to 
securing  a  water  supply.  Mr.  Muir  deals 
with  difficulties  in  the  way  of  boring  and 
of  tapping  any  sources  of  fresh  water,  but 
he  is  very  indefinite  in  regard  to  the  rain- 
fall. He  states  that  the  average  rainfall 
is  from  seven  inches  upwards  per  annum — 
a  very  low  one — but  the  statement  appears 
to  be  somewhat  inconsistent  with  the  para- 
graph in  which  he  tefonns  us  that  the  route 
passes  through  an  area  in  which  there  are 
periodical  rains,  some  of  them  of  a  tropical 
nature. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — How  could  he  possibly 
determine  the  rainfall  there? 

Mr.  SKENE.— Thai  difficulty  occurred 
to  me  when  I  Mras  reading  the  report,  for 
I  know  that  no  one  has  lived  in  the  part  of 
the  country  referred  to  long  enough  to  en- 
able any  reliable  data  as  to  the  rainfall  to 
be  obtained.  I  feel  also  that  a  good  deal 
might  be  said  from  the  point  of  view  that 
the  gold-fields  are  likely  to  be  permanent, 
and  to  carry  a  large  population  for  many 
years  to  come. 

Mr.  Fowler. — There  is  no  doubt  about 
that. 

Mr.  SKENE. — It  is  also  to  be  remem- 
bered that  wh«e  there  is  a  long  haulage, 
the  rates  ftx  railway  transport  are  propor- 
tionately cheaper  than  where  the  distances 
are  short  Some  years  agu,  when  Mr. 
Speight  was  Ccmimissioner  for  Railways  in 
Victoria,  I  found  that  in  this  State  we 
were  paying  as  much  for  the  transport  of 
our  wheat  for  a  distance  of  160  miles  as 
was  being  paid  in  New  South  Wales  for 
haulage  for  a  distance  of  300  or  400  miles, 
and  that  the  case  was  similar  in  regard  to 
fat  stock.  Mr.  Speight  told  me  that  the 
reason  iot  the  difference  was  that  the  New 
South  Wales  Commissioners  could  afford  to 
charge  less  for  a  long  haulage  than  he  could 
aflFord  to  charge  for  a  short  haulage.  Then, 
again,  although  the  country  through  which 
the  proposed  line  will  pass  may  not  afford 
much  traffic  to  the  line,  that  will  not  matter 
much  if  a  full  train  load  is  obtained  at  one 
end  and  carried  right  through  to  the  other 
end.     The  honorable  member  for  Wilmot 


has  referred  to  the  likelihood  of  water  com- 
petition ;  but  that  competiticHi  is  not  likelv 
to  be  so  severe  as  it  is  in  the  eastern  States, 
where  the  distances  are  shorter.  At  the  pre- 
sent time  goods  intended  for  the  goId-fieMs 
have  to  be  placed  on  steamers  in  Melbourne, 
transferred  to  the  train  at  Freroantle,  and 
then  crai'eyed  some  400  miles  by  rail, 
whereas  if  the  proposed  railway  were  con- 
structed, only  <»ie  handling  would  be  neces- 
sary, and  the  total  railway  joumev  would  t% 
only  about  1,000  miles. 

Mr.  PoTNTON. — ^That  argument  applies 
particularly  to  passenger  traffic. 

Mr.  SKENE.— I  do  not  think  that  the 
passenger  traffic  alone  would  be  suffioent 
to  justify  the  OHistruction  of  the  line, 
though  no  doubt  the  passenger  fares  would 
materially  supplement  its  earnings. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — There  would  also 
be  the  conveyance  of  mails  and  of  stock. 

Mr.  Bkuce  Smith. — ^Does  the  haoarable 
member  think  that  stodc  would  be  earned 

over  the  line? 

Mr.  SKENE.— Stock  are  now  travelled 
and  conveyed  by  steamer  from  Kimberlv  to 
the  gold-fields,  and  properties  many  hun- 
dreds of  miles  distant  have  become  valuable 
because  of  the  market  which  has  been  gi\-en 
by  the  gold-fields.  In  America  stock  are 
taken  by  train  mudi  longer  distances  than 
that  under  consideratim. 

Mr.  Fowler. — ^And  they  lose  less  con- 
dition in  the  trucks  than  they  lose  on  a  bad 
track. 

Mr.  SK£N£.^No  doubt,  because  they 
are  taken  care  of,  takra  out  of  thie 
trucks  to  be  watered,  and  are  not 
in  the  trudcs  for  a  very  long  period  at  a 
time.  Possibly  the  C(Xistruction  of  the  Es- 
perance  line  would  create  compehtioo  by 
wat«-.  I  have  not  altered  my  opinion  in 
regard  to  this  matter.  When  speaking  00 
the  address-in-reply,  I  said  that  I  was  dis- 
posed to  vote  for  a  trial  survey  of  the  line, 
and  the  information  which  has  since  been 
obtained  has  ccrafinned  me  in  the  view  that 
it  would  be  a  wise  thii^  to  have  the  sur- 
vey made. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter).— It  seems  to 
me  that  there  has  be«n  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
cussion upon  this  motion  which  is  not  al 
together  necessary.  We  are  not  now 
being  asked  to  decide  whether  ;^6,ooo,oco 
should  be  spent  upcm  the  constrtiction  of  a 
Transcontinental  Railway;  all  that  we  are 
asked  to  do  is  to  vote  a  cotain  ram  of 
money  to  enable  a  survn.  of  the  route  cf 
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the  proposed  line  to  be  made,  so  that  we  I 
may  know  the  nature  of  the  country  through  : 
whu^  it  would  pass,  and  the  prospect  of 
the  railway  beoraning  a  paying  one.  This 
is  not  a  parodiiai  or  a  prorindal  matter. 
The  proposed  railway  is  net  to  oonnect  two 
points  in  a  State ;  it  is  a  continuation  of 
one  of  the  greatest  highways  of  the  world, 
the  continuation  of  a  highway  which  prac- 
tically encircles  the  world.  The  object  of 
the  line  is  to  unite  the  railway  systems  of 
the  east  with  the  railway  systems  of  the 
west,  to  complete  a  magniiicent  chain 
which,  when  finished,  will  extend  from 
Cairns  on  the  north,  round  to  Fremantle  on 
the  west  In  a  country  like  Australia,  where 
there  axe  very  few  large  navigably  rivers, 
no  canals,  and  an  almost  unindented  coart- 
line,  so  that  means  of  water  carnage  are 
few  and  inconvenient,  it  is  necessary,  in 
order  to  give  opportunities  for  settlement 
and  progress,  to  provide  other  means  of 
ccxnmunication.  if  we  are  to  progress  as 
we  deserve  to  do,  we  must  construct  rail- 
ways to  give  free  intercourse  amongst  our 
people,  and  to  carry  goods  readily  from  one 
part  of  the  continent  to  another.  This  is 
one  of  the  diief  means  by  which  we  may 
increase  our  populatiou  We  have  heard  a 
great  deal  about  the  falling  o£F  of  popula- 
tion ;  but  we  cannot  expect  our  pi^^aticm 
to  increase  unless  we  provide  facilities  sudi 
as  I  speak  of.  I  believe  that  the 
reastm  why  Westerp  Australia  progressed 
so  slowly  for  many  years  was,  that  she  was 
almost  entirely  isolated  from  the  other 
Stated;  and  when  the  proposed  communica- 
tion is  given,  she  will  no  doubt  progress  very 
rapidly.  Prior  to  Federation,  New  Zea- 
land felt  that,  surrounded  as  she  was  by  the 
seas,  it  would  be  better  for  her  to  stand 
alone;  but  Western  Australia  saw  that  it 
would  be  to  her  advantage  to  join  the  Union, 
and  one  of  the  inducements  held  but  to  the 
people  of  that  State  for  coming  into  the 
Federation  was,  I  believe,  that  the  pro- 
posed line  would  eventually  be  constructed 
by  the  Commonwealth.  Even  if  it  is  not 
constn."Cted  very  shortly,  the  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  it  must  be  made,  because  it  is 
an  absolute  necessity.  Are  we  going  to 
repudiate  a  bargain  which  was  made  wiih  the 
people  of  Western  Australia  ?  The  bargain 
made  with  the  people  of  New  South  Wales 
in  connexion  with  the  Federal  Capital  has 
practically  been  repudiated,  because  a  site 
has  been  chosen  where  it  was  never  ex- 
pected that  the  Seat  of  Government  would 
be  placed,  but  is  this  Parliament  going  to 
act  similarly  towards  Western  Australia? 

7  T  3 


Mr.  Cameron. — Who  made  the  bargain 
with  Western  Australia?  There  was  no 
bargain. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— The  construction  of 
the  proposed  line  was  held  out  to  the  people 
of  Western  Australia  as  an  inducement  to 
join  the  Federation. 

Mr.  Kelly. — By  whom?  By  the  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— If  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan  held  it  out  as  an  induce- 
ment, he  had,  no  doubt,  good  authority  for 
doing  so.  When  the  survey  has  been  made 
it  will  be  necessary  to  inquire  as  to  the  bene- 
fits which  would  be  obtained  by  the  ccm- 
struction  of  the  proposed  line.  One  of  the 
great  adyant£^ges  which  I  foresee  from  its 
construction  is  that  it  will  tend  towards  the 
unification  of  the  great  British  Empire,  be- 
cause it  will  bring  us  nearer  to  the  mother 
country,  by  cutting  off  the  long  and  un- 
pleasant sea  journey  which  those  who  now 
come  from  Europe  to  Australia  are  ob- 
liged to  make  in  order  to  get  to 
the  eastern  States.  If  we  can  do 
anything  to  draw  closer  the  bonds  of  union, 
to  tighten  the  crimson  threads  which  unite 
us  to  the  mother  land,  it  is  our  duty  to  do  it. 
The  proposed  railway  would  shorten  the 
journe;^  to  Europe  by  some'  days,  and  would 
make  it  a  much  pleasanter  one  than  it  is 
now.  Those  who  have  travelled  between 
the  eastern  States  and  Europe  know  that  the 
most  unpleasant  part  of  the  journey  is  that 
between  Fremantle  and  Adelaide.  In  simimer 
time  cyclones  sweep  across  the  vast  expanse 
of  water  which  has  to  be  traversed,  while 
in  winter  time  icy  blasts  come  from  the 
south,  making  the  journey  round  the  Leeu- 
win  and  across  the  Great  Australian  Bight  a 
very  unpleasant  one  to  the'  average  traveller, 
so  Utat  many  who  have  not  suffered  from  sea 
sickness  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  vc^age 
become  ill  there.  I  believe  that  every  one 
who  could  avail  himself  of  the  overland, 
journey  would  take  it,  in  preference  to  the 
voyage  by  sea.  The  proposed  railway 
would  also  give:  us  a  great  many  advantages 
in  connexion  with  the  carriage  of  our  mails. 
Our  letters  would  be  delivered  in  shorter 
time  than  they  are  now,  and  thus  trade  and 
commerce  with  Europe,  and  between  the 
eastern  and  western  States  of  the  Common- 
wealth, would  be  facilitated  and  accelerated. 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  report  of 
Major-Generdl  Hutton  on  the  subject,  I  be- 
lieve that  the  proposed  railway  would  be  of 
great  advantage  to  us  if  we  wete  at  war  with 
a  foreign  nation.    We  know  how  Russia  has 
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been  pushing  forward  her  railways.  We 
have  read  how  a  former  Czar  took  his  ruler 
and  drew  a  line  on  the  map  from  St.  Peters- 
burg to  Moscow,  to  indicate  how  he  wanted 
a  railway  to  run.  The  question  of  cost  was 
of  little  importance  to  him.  We  see  now 
how  the  Russians  have  carried  their  railways 
through  Siberia,  and  across  Manchuria,  and 
we  know  the  use  to  which  they 
have  been  put  for  transport  pur- 
poses during  the  war.  The  Dominion  of 
Canada,  by  the  construction  of  the  Cana- 
dian-Pacific railway,  and  the  United  States, 
have  both  set  us  examples  which  we  might 
well  follow  in  this  matter.  When  the 
railway  which  now  runs  from  San  Francisco 
to  New  York  was  in  contemplation,  no  one 
cared  much  for  the  fact  that  for  many 
miles  it  would  have  to  traverse  the  desert. 
It  was  not  required  to  pay  foot  by  foot. 
What  the  people  of  the  United  States  de- 
sired was  to  get  quickly  from  one  part  of 
the  Union  to  another.  That  railway  runs 
for  thousands  of  miles  across  barren,  water- 
less, alkali  plains,  where  from  his  rising  to 
his  setting  the  sun  never  throws  the  shadow 
of  a  human  being  on  the  soil.  There- 
fore, although  w^ter  may  be  scarce  along 
the  route  of  the  proposed  line,  and  the 
country  to  be  traversed  may  not  be  all  that 
we  might  desire,  we  must  regard  it  as  a 
highway  far  the  conveyarxx  of  passengers 
arid  of  goods.  I  think,  too,  that  if  the  line  is 
constructed  on  the  4  ft.  8f  in.  gauge,  which 
already  obtains  in  New  South  Wales,  that 
gauge  will  eventually  beccxne  universal. 

Mr.  Cameron. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber know  what  it  would  cost  to  make  that 
gauge  universal  ? 

Mr.  LIDDELL. — I  have  not  gone  into 
the  question  of  cost,  but  the  first  cost 
should  be  the  last.  We  know  what  inconveni- 
ence and  expense  the  present  breaks  of 
gauge  entail,  and  we  have  the  assurance 
of  the  present  Government  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia that  they  would  be  prepared  to  alter 
their  gau^e  to  make  it  conform  with  that 
of  the  proposed  railway.  If  the  same 
gauge  were  in  use  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia, and  in  New  South  Wales,  I 
do  not  think  that  it  would  be  long 
before  it  was  adopted  in  the  other  States, 
If  the  railway  is  constructed  I  hope  that  we 
shall  have  no  trouble  in  connexion  witli  re- 
freshment rooms  at  various  stages.  The 
personal  inconvenifflice  to  which  we  now 
have  to  submit  when  travelling  upon  the 
railways  is  considerable,  and  the  health  of 
travellers  must  be  seriously  affected  owing 


to  the  conditicHis  imder  which  they  have  to 
take  their  meals.  This  is  a  matter  of  very 
great  moment,  and  I  trust  that  the  cars  will 
be  so  arranged  that  passengers  will  be  able 
to  dine  as  they  travel.  If  the  oxistructico 
of  the  railway  were  entered  upcm  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  work  would  be  provided 
for  those  of  our  citizens  who  are  in  urgent 
need  of  eatployment,  ai^  the  mraey  of  the 
Commonwealth  could  not  be  spent  to  greater 
advantage.  There  are  no  great  engineering 
difficulties  to  be  overcome,  because  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan  tells  us 
that  the  country  is  level  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  way.  We  have  heard  that  water 
is  scarce,  and  that  the  rainfall  amounts  to 
only  seven  inches  per  annum.  I  consider 
that  the  rainfall  is  a  minor  coosider^iaii. 
because  we  know  that  plentiful  supplies  of 
water  can  be  obtained  by  means  of  artesian 
bores.  I  should  like  to  know  the  sooice 
of  the  opposition  to  the  project.  Is  it  not  in- 
stigated to  a  very  large  extent  by  the  ship- 
ping companies,  who  fear  that  their  inter- 
ests will  be  seriously  affected  by  the  diver- 
sion of  traffic  ?  I  have  no  sympathy  with 
those  whose  opposition  to  the  railway  is 
prompted  by  consideration  for  vested  in- 
terests, and  I  entirely  object  to  the  intro- 
duction of  log-rolling  into  this  Parliament. 
We  have  had  enough  of  that  in  the  Sutes 
Parliaments.  Some  cAijection  probablf  oomei 
from  the  magnates  of  Perth  and  Fre- 
mantle,  who  would  prefer  to  see  a  railway 
constructed  from  Kalgoorlie  to  Esperanoe. 

Mr.  Mahon. — They  do  not  wish  to  see 
that  line  constructed. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.  -They  certainly  do  not 
desire  to  see  the  connexion  made  between 
Kalgoorlie  and  Port  Augusta,  and  they 
would  prefer  the  other  line  as  the  lesser 
of  two  evils.  I  do  not  bind  myself  to 
vote  for  the  construction  of  the  railway, 
but  I  think  that  ^20,000  would  be  well 
spent  in  making  a  survey,  and  in  securing 
the  informatifm  that  is  essential  to  a  full 
consideration  of  the  merits  of  the  project. 
I  shall,  therefore,  vote  for  the  measure. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey).— I  feel  deeply 
interested  in  the  proposal  now  before  us, 
not  because  the  railway  would  traverse  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  electorate  which 
I  represent,  but  because  I  have,  for  many 
years  past,  advocated  the  construction  of 
the  line.  As  long  ago  as  1894,  I  submitted 
a  moticHi  in  favor  of  the  construction  of  naa- 
voirs,  and  of  putting  down  artesian  bores 
along  the  line  of  route  that  would  probably 
be  followed  by  a  line  connecting  Port  Augusta 
with  Kalgoorlie.    I  considered  then  that 
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the  time  was  not  far  distant  when  a  rail- 
way would  be  c(»structed,  and  I  thought 
we  should  pave  the  way  for  it  as  far  as 
possible.  Upon  that  occasion  I  was  beaten 
by  only  one  vote.  Later  on  I  <^ained  a 
return  from  the  Railway  Commissicmer  uf 
South  Australia,  in  which  he  gave  an  ap- 
proximate estimate  of  the  cost  of  construct- 
ing a  railway  from  Port  Augusta  to  Kal- 
goorlie,  and  also  of  the  probable  annual 
expenditure  and  revenue.  He  was  strongly 
ill  favour  of  the  proposal  that  South  Aus- 
tralia should  construct  a  line  to  the  Wes- 
tern Australian  borden  if  the  Government 
of  the  latter  State  would  agree  to  build  a 
railway  to  meet  it  At  a  later  date  I 
tabled  a  motion,  based  upon  the  recom- 
mendations in  that  report,  to  the  effect  that 
the  line  should  be  constructed.  At  this 
time  Federation  had  practically  been  agreed 
to,  and  in  view  of  that  fact,  and  of  the 
promises  which  were  distinctly  made  by  re- 
presentative men  in  the  C(»ninonwealth  to  in- 
duce Western  Australia  to  join  the  Federal 
Union,  the  proposal  was  withdrawn.  I  am 
very  sorry  that  the  South  Australian  Go- 
venuient  have  taken  up  an  attitude  of  an-, 
tagoniam  to  the  project.  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  they  have  been  largely 
influenced  in  this  matter ,  by  consideration 
for  the  vested  interests  of  Port  Adelaide, 
and  that  Air.  John  Darling,  who  dominates 
the  policy  of  the  Government,  is  very 
■  largely  responsible  for  the  present  situa- 
tion. I  am  glad  that  honorable  members 
are  not  disposed  to  indorse  the  attitude  of 
the  Sou^  Australian  Government  I  am 
not  in  a  position  to-day  to  say  whether  or 
not  the  line  would  pay.  We  may  have  our 
owii  ideas  as  to  the  desirableness  of  ccm- 
necting  the  two  States  by  railway;  but  we 
shall  need  more  informaticm  before  we  can 
express  any  definite  opinicm  as  to  the  com- 
mercial prospects  of  the  railway.  We  have 
been  told  that  certain  gentlemen  from  Wes- 
tern Australia  have  traversed  the  country 
from  Kalgoorlie  to  the  border.  They  have 
given  us  a  description  of  the  timber  to  be 
found  there,  and  of  the  various  edible 
bushes  which  contribute  to  make  the  country 
suitable  for  pastoral  occupation.  They 
have  also  stated  that  the  rainfall  amounts 
to  about  seven  inches  per  annum  and  up- 
wards. No  man  can  be  in  a  positicui  to  ex- 
actly state  the  rainfall  over  that  area  of 
country,  because  no  one  has  lived  there  long 
enough  to  collect  the  necessary  data;  but 
the  fact  that  gum  trees  are  growing  in  a 
belt  100  miles  long,  and  about  100  miles 
broad,  is  in  itself  an  indicaticm  of  a  good 


rainfall  over  that  particular  portion  of  the 
area.  Then  again,  we  are  told  that  well- 
grassed  plains  extend  for  almost  the  whole 
distance  from  Kalgoorlie  to  the  bcnrder.  In 
some  instances  the  grass  was  dry,  and  in 
other  cases  green,  and  it  was  in  places  as 
high  as  twelve  inches.  These  are  also  in- 
dications of  a  good  rainfall.  I  have  tra- 
versed, and  know  the  character  of,  about 
300  miles  of  the  country  from  Port  Au- 
gusta westward.  In  South  Australia,  we 
have  passed  through  one  of  the  worst 
droughts  ever  known,  which  has  extended 
over  a  period  of  practically  seven  years^ 
and  the  country  to  which  I  refer  was  the 
only  part  of  the  northern  pa8t(»al  districts 
of  South  Australia  from  which  the  pastora- 
lists  were  not  driven  out  by  the  drought. 
That  is  another  indication  that  the  300  miles 
in  question  possesses  a  more  favorable  cli- 
mate than  do  many  of  the  northern  portions 
of  South  Australia.  Personally,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  it  is  desirable  to  construct  this 
railway  for  the  purpose  of  connecting  the 
eastern  States  with  Western  Australia.  I 
cannot  see  what  Federal  tie  binds  us  to  the 
western  State  if  that  State  is  to  cmtinue 
isolated.  But  altogether  apart  fnnn  that 
consideration,  I  claim  that  the  Transcon- 
tinental Railway  possesses  all  the  possibili- 
ties of  a  remunerative  undertaking.  At 
the  present  time  Kalgoorlie  has  a  popu- 
lation of  from  40,000  to  50,000.  These 
people  have  to  depend  for  their  supplies 
upon  all  parts  of  the  Continent.  They 
have  relations  with  every  other  State.  If 
they  desire  to  visit  the  eastern  portion  of 
Australia  they  first  have  to  travel  400  miles 
to  reach  the  coast  Then  the  shipping 
companies  charge  them  about  twice  as  much 
in  fares  as  they  would  be  called  upon  to  pay 
if  it  were  possible  for  them  to  travel  by 
rail.  That  is  the  secret  of  some  of  the  op- 
position to  the  present  proposal.  In  my 
opinion,  Kalgoorlie  is  destined  to  occupy 
much  the  same  position  in  regard  to  Aus- 
tralia as  Broken  Hill  occupies  in  regard  to 
South  Australia.  It  will  provide  an  opening 
for  all  the  perishable  products  of  the  other 
States.  When  we  consider  that  between 
50,000  and  60,000  persons  annually  journey 
between  Western  Australia  and  the  easterri 
States,  it  is  easy  to  imagine  what  number 
would  travel  if  a  railway  were  at  their  very 
door,  and  if  they  could  cover  the  distance  in 
half  the  time  that  is  at  present  occupied, 
and  at  half  the  existing  cost.  I  do  not 
fear  the  result  of  information  being  ob- 
tained relative  to  this  project.  I 
do    not    think    it    would    be  proper 
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to  say  to  Western  Austrafia,  "  You  must 
incur  the  expenditure  necessary  to  ob- 
tain a  survey  of  the  line  proposed,  and  if 
ve  subsequently  ascertain  that  it  is  likely  to 
prove  a  remunerative  work  we  will  recoup 
you  your  outlay."     That  would  be  a  very 
unfederal  spirit  to  evince.      But,  apart 
from  these  considerations,  I  claim  that  the 
construction  of  the  proposed  railway  opens 
up  great  possibilities  from  a  mineral  stand- 
point.    In  South  Australia  some  300  miles 
al(Mig  the  route  which  the  line  would  tra- 
verse, there  is  a  gold-held  which  has  already 
produced  thousands  of  ounces  of  the  pre- 
cious metal.   I  believe  that  this  railway,  if 
constructed,  would  prove  a  base  from  which 
prospectors  would  go  out  and  make  rich 
discoveries.     I  feel  pleased  with  the  tone 
that  has  diaracterized  this  debate,  and  I 
am  ctmfident  that  no  honorable  member  who 
votes  for  the  motion  will  have  cause  to  re- 
gret it.    After  all,  what  does  the  proposed 
expenditure  represent  ?     The  large  sum  of 
ijd.  per  head.      I  am  confident  that  no 
persMi  in       Commonwealth  will  begrudge 
that  expenditure  to  obtain  infcwmation  re- 
garding a  great  national  undertaking.  If 
the  report  is  not  satisfactory  I  shall  not  ad- 
vocate the  construction  of  the  line.  Never- 
theless, I  believe  that  it  will  confirm  the 
opinions  of  men  who  are  familiar  with  the 
country  which  it  wwild  traverse.     It  is  a 
singular  circumstance  that  those  who  are 
not  acquainted  with  that  country  are  the 
loudest  in  their  condemnation  of  the  pro- 
posal.   'For  example,  last  night  the  honor- 
able member  for  Moira  spoke  about  "  miles 
and  miles  of  sand  hills."     Yet  to-day  the 
honorable  member  for  Kalgoorlie  quoted 
the  repOTt  of  Mr.  Muir,  of  the  Lands  De- 
partment of  Western  Australia,  a  thoroughly 
practical  man,  who  gave  quite  a  glowing  de- 
scription of  the  country.     In  South  Aus- 
tralia, Mr.  Wells,  of  the  Survey  Depart- 
ment, who  was  engaged  exploring  this  ter- 
ritory for  about  six  months,  prepared  plans 
of  it  for  me,  and  his  description  of  the  land 
upon  the  South  Australian  side  of  the  border 
tallies  exactly  with  that  given  by  Mr.  Muir 
of  the  territory  upon  the  Western  Aus- 
tralian side.    I  trust  that  honorable  mem- 
bers will  support  the  motion. 

Mr.  R.  EDWARDS  (Oxiey).— It  is  not 
mv  intention  to  speak  at  great  length,  but 
I  do  not  think  that  I  should  be  justified  in 
giving  a  silent  vote  upon  this  question.  The 
utterances  of  the  right  honorable  member 
for  Swan,  and  other  representatives  of 
Western  Australia,  would  almost  incline  me 
*"  "rote  in  favour  of  the  proposed  expendi- 


ture of  ;^2o,ooo  for  the  survey  of  this  rail- 
way. I  know  how  anxious  they  are  to 
secure  it.  To-night,  for  the  first  time  in  the 
histcwy  of  this  Parliament,  we  shall  probsbly 
witness  the  whole  of  the  representatives  of 
a  State  voting  tc^ether. 

Mr.  Fowler.  —  That  shows  how  solid 
Western  Australia  is  upon  the  question. 

Mr.  R.  EDWARDS.— In  explaining  the 
Ministerial  policy  the  other  day,  the  Prime 
Minister  declared  that,  if  the  Gmemment 
were  allowed  to  readi  recess,  they  would  use 
it  to  cultivate  cordial  relations  between  the 
States  and  the  central  Gox'emments.  Evi- 
dently that  feeling  has  already  been  aeated 
in  Western  Australia,  for  to-day  we  6nd 
every    representative;  of  that  great  State 
voicing  the  same  opinion  upon  this  question. 
I  trust  thai  during  the  remainder  of  the  ses- 
sion they  will  support  the  Go\-emment  ?i 
they  are  doing  now.    Personally,  I  have  to 
bear  in  mind  that  I  represent  a  portiai  of 
Queensland,  and  I  must  therefore  consider 
the  best  interests  of  that  State.    Much  as  I 
should  like  to  suppwt  the  right  tuxmable 
member  for  Swan,  I  f^l  obliged  to  vcte 
against  this  motion.    If  the  proposed  rail- 
way is  of  so  mudi  importance  to  Western 
Australia,  why  cannot  that  State  incur  the 
expenditure  necessary  to  obtain  a  sunt}-  of 
the  route  ?    Why  cannot  it  satisfy  this  Par- 
liament that  the  constructicMi  of  the  Trans- 
continental Railway  is  possible,  and  that  the 
territory  through  which  it  would  pass  is  not 
a  barren  and  waterless  waste  ?  If  it  were  to 
expend  ;£2o,ooo  upon  its  own  account,  I 
think  that  it  would  be!  able  to  make  out  a 
very  ^cxxl  case  indeed.   Such  an  expendi- 
ture would  show  that  its  people  had  confi- 
dence in  the  undertaking.    But  apparentlr 
they  arcj  not  prepared  to  risk  ;^20,ooo  to 
satisfy    themselves   and    this  Parliantent 
that    the    constructi<»i    of    the    line  is 
practicable.    I  will  not  venture  to  say  ^o^■■ 
many  millions  sterling  the  proposed  railirj;-' 
would  cost,  because  it  has  been  vaiious.v 
estimated  at  ^^4,000,000,  _;^5,ooo.ooo,  asi'l 
;^6, 000,000,  and  upon  each  occasion  t''e 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan  has  ox'- 
tradicted  the  estimate.    It  is  undeDiaLC<r. 
however,  that  the  undertaking  would  In- 
volve an  expenditure  of  some  millions. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — How  much  does 
the  sugar  bonus  cost? 

Mr.  R.  EDWARDS.— If  Queensland  were 
allowed  to  secede  from  the  Federation  sh= 
would  be  very  glad  to  forego  the  su^jr 
bonus.  It  has  been  urged  by  sevtial 
speakers  that  there  was  an  understanding 
between  the  Premiers  of.  the  various  Stata 
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that  the  Traiuccmtinental  Railway  should 
be  constructed.    Possibly  there  was  also 

an  understanding  that  one  of  the  first  mea- 
sures submitted  to  this  Parliament  should 
have  for  its  object  an  interference  with  the 
great  sugar  industry  of  Queensland.  Dur- 
ing the  last  election  campaign  I  was  fre- 
quently asked  whether  I  would  support  an 
expenditure  of  ^^20,000  upon  obtaining  a 
survey  of  the  proposed  railway  from  Port 
Augusta  to  Kalgoorlie.  This  was  a  live 
question  in  Queensland.  I  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  declaring  that  I  mtouM  not  be  a 
party  to  penalizing  Queensland  to  that  ex- 
tent. The  northern  State  has  already  been 
penalized  sufficiently,  and  has  received  very 
little  consideration  at  the  hands  of  this 
Parliament. 

Mr.  Watrins. — Queensland  has  received 
more  oonsideration  than  has  any  other  State. 

Mr.  R.  EDWARDS.— She  has  not  re- 
ceived the  slightest  consideration.  Indeed, 
the  feeling  in  Queensland  to-day  is  that  if 
it  were  possible  to  do  so  that  State  would 
gladly  withdraw  from  the  Federation.  This 
afternoon,  the  honorable  member  for  Cool 
gardie  stated  that  if  this  railway  were  not 
constructed  it  woul3  create  a  feeling  of  an- 
tagonism throughout  Western  Australia, 
and  that  its  people  would  use  every  means 
in  their  power  to  secede  from  the  Federa- 
tion. All  I  can  say  is  that  Queensland 
would  be  only  too  glad  to  join  with  that 
State  with  a  view  to  gaining  the  same  end. 

Mr.  Watkins. — The  electors  do  not  show 
that  by  their  votes. 

Mr.  R.  EDWARDS.--Why  does  Wes- 
tern Australia  desire  special  treatment? 
The  Constitution  provides  that  every  State 
shall  be  treated  atike  by  the  Common- 
wealth.   No  preference  is  to  be  given. 

Mr.  Skene. — No  sugar  bounties. 

Mr.  R.  EDWARDS.— There  is  to  be  no 
interference  with  States  rights.  The 
Cc»istitution  provides  that  there  shall  be  no 
discrimination  shown  in  dealing  with  the 
States,  and  yet  we  have  now  before  us  a 
proposal  to  give  two  States  an  advantage 
over  the  others. 

Mr.  Watkins.— Why? 

Mr.  R.  EDWARDS-— Why  should  we 
specially  legislate  for  South  Australia  and 
Western  Australia  at  the  expense  of  the 
other  States?  Queensland  will  be  called 
upon  to  pay  sconething  like  ;^4)Ooo  as  her 
proportion  of  the  ;£20,ooo  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  spend  in  making  a  preliminarv 
survey. 


Sir  John  Forkest. — Western  Australia 
has  helped  to  pay  for  the  sugar  bonuses 

which  benefit  Queensland. 

Mr.  R.  EDWARDS.— Whose  fault  is 
that? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  is  not  the  fault 
of  Western  Australia. 

Mr.  R.  EDWARDS.— Did  Queensland 
ask  that  there  should  be  any  interference 
with  the  sugar  industry  of  that  State,  that 
kanaka  labour  should  be  abolished,  and 
bonuses  g^ven  by  the  Commonwealtb  to 
enable  white  labour  to  be  substituted  ? 

Mr.  Fowler. — She  did,  through  her  re- 
presentatives. 

Mr.  R.  EDWARDS'.— The  latest  pro- 
posal is  that  the  Chinese  throughout  the 
rest  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  be 
sent  to  Queensland  to  engage  in 
the  sugar  industry.  A  suggestion 
to  that  effect  has  repeatedly  been 
made  in  the  Vrctorian  press.  It  is 
thought  that  if  the  Chinese  were  sent  in 
this  way  to  Queensland  the  white  traders  of 
other  parts  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  more 
particularly  of  Melbourne,  would  no  longei 
be  compelled  to  compete  with  them.  Queens- 
land is  quite  prepared  to  observe  the  laws 
passed  by  the  Commonwealth  Parliament, 
but  if  coloured  labourers  are  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  sugar-fields  of  that  State  let 
them  be  kanakas.  The  people  of  Queens- 
land are  accustomed  to  the  habits  of  the 
kanaka,  and,  although  Chinese  may  be  very 
suitable  for  some  classes  of  work,  they  are 
not  fitted  for  the  sugar  industry.  In  the 
interests  of  Queensland  I  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  oppose  the  motion.  The  State  of 
which  .1  am  a  representative  might  very 
well  appeal  to  this  Farliajnent  for  a  umi- 
lar  vote  towards  the  cost  of  a  preliminary 
survey  for  a  proposed  railway  to  Somerset, 
in  the  extreme  north  of  the  Gulf  of  Carpen- 
taria. It  has  just  as  much  right  to  make 
such  a  request  to  this  House  as  Western 
Australia  has  to  ask  that  the  Common- 
wealth shall  expend  j^2o,ooo  in  this  way. 
But  the  people  of  that  State  would  not 
dream  of  doing  such  a  thing.  All  that  they 
ask  of  this  Parliament  is  fair  treatment 
and  oonsideratim. 

Mr.  Watkins. — ^Did  they  ask  for  the 
sugar  bonus? 

Mr.  R.  EDWARDS.— I  am  not  dealing 
with  the  sugar  industry.  I  should  not  have 
mentioned  the  subject  but  for  an  interjec- 
tion made  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Newcastle,  who  must  have  a  v'?ry  sweet 
tooth.    I  regret  that  I  cannot  supj)ort  the 
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moticxi,  but  I  do  not  think  that  the  State 
frrnn  which  I  come  could  fairly  be  asked 
to  contribute  ^£4,000  towards  the  cost  of 
the  survey  of  a  railway  that  will  be  of  no 
advantage  to  it.  It  has  already  been  penal- 
ized by  the  extension  of  the  Vancouver 
contract  for  the  carriage  of  oversea  mails, 
and  by  the  increase  of  the  subsidy  from 
j^7,ooo  to  ;^io,ooo  per  annum,  while  it 
is  to  suffer  still  further  by  the  refusal  of 
the  Commonwealth  to  provide  in  the  con- 
tract that  mail  steamers  ^all  make  Bris- 
bane a  port  of  call.  In  the  interests  of 
Que^island,  I  feel  constrained  to  oppose 
this  motion,  although  I  belie\^  that  it  will 
be  carried. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass).— I  desire,  at  the 
outset  to  disclaim  the  suggestion  made  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Hunter,  that  the 
oppositi<»i  to  the  motion  has  emanated  from 
the  shipping  companies.  I  have  not  bten 
approached  by  any  shipping  company,  or  by 
any  individual  in  regard  to  this  proposal, 
and  I  intend  .to  exercise  my  cMnmon  sense  in 
dealing  with  it,  as  I  do  with  all  other  mat- 
ters that  come  before  the  House.  The 
honorable  member  gives  the  House  scarcely 
any  credit  for  the  exercise  of  common  sense. 
The  statement  made  during  the  debate,  that 
we  are  bound  by  an  implied  compact  to  pro- 
vide for  this  preliminary  survey  has,  to  my 
mind,  no  foundation.  We  are  bound  by  that 
which  was  done  by  the  Convention  in  fram- 
ing the  Constitution  Bill,  which  was  ac- 
cepted by  the  people.  I  was  opposed  to 
the  Bill,  but  I  intend,  as  a  representative  of 
the  people,  to  faithfullv  carry  out  its 
provisions.  I  would  remind  the  Com- 
mittee that  it  contains  no  reference  to 
this  projected  railway,  and  that  we  are 
not  bound  by  any  Conference  of  Pre- 
miers, which  may  have  met,  and  have  ar- 
rived at  certain  •lecisicwis,  anv  more  than  we 
should  be  bound  by  any  Conference  of  Pre- 
miers of  the  various  States  that  might  meet 
and  make  certain  suggestions  to  this  House. 
If  a  Conference  of  Premiers  made  certain 
recommen nations,  as  the  result  of  which 
Western  Australia  was  led  to  accept  Federa- 
tion. I  can  only  say  that  it  is  a  matter  for 
regret  that  such  recommendations  should 
have  been  made,  when  the  Premiers  con- 
cerned had  no  power  to  give  effect  to  them. 
It  has  been  stated  bv  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan,  that  those  who  oppose 
this  motion  are  adopting  a  dog-in-the 
manger  polic\-. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— No.  I  quoted  the 
statement  made  by  some  one  else. 


Mr.  STORRER.— But  the  right  hon- 
orable member  interjected  during  the  course 
of  a  speech  made  by  another  honorable 
member  in  opposition  to  the  motion,  **  Is  the 
honorable  member  going  to  adopt  a  dog- 
in-the-manger  policy"? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — No;  I  said  that  we 
were  not  going  to  be  dogs-in-the-manger. 

Mr.  STORRER.— In  common  with 
others,  I  intend  to  oppose  the  spending  pf 
;£20,ooo  in  carrying  out  the  proposed  sur- 
vey ;  but  in  doing  so,  we  are  not  adopting 
a  dog-in-the-manger  policy.  Even  if  the 
Commonwealth  refuses  to  undertake  the 
work,  Western  Australia  will  be  at  liberty 
to  carry  out  the  survey,  so  that  the  case 
is  not  at  all  on  all-fours  with  the  fable  of 
the  dog  in  the  manger,  who  oould  rxit  eat 
the  hay  itself,  and  would  not  allow  the  ox 
to  eat  it. 

Mr.  FowLES.— Why  does  Tasmania 
come  to  the  Federal  Parliament  for  a  sub- 
sidy of  jQt,ooo  a  year  for  a  mail  service? 

Mr.  STORRER.— I  voXghx  as  well  ask 
why  the  Western  Australian  Parliament 
does  not  subsidize  the  over-sea  mail  steam- 
ers for  carrying  her  mails  to  England.  It 
is  only  fair  and  reasonable  that  the  sub- 
sidy to  which  the  honorable  member  has  re- 
ferred should  be  paid ;  but  that  questicm 
is  not  now  before  the  Committee.  The 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan  will  rtot 
deny  that  he  stated  that  if  this  railway 
were  constructed.  Western  Australia  might 
secure  better  representatidn.  I  do  not 
think  that  that  suggestion  is  at  all  compli- 
mentary to  the  present  represmtatives  of 
that  Sute. 

Mr.  Fowler. — He  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  STORRER.— He  said  that  it  would 
extend  the  choice  of  the  people,  and  would 
perhaps  lead  to  better  representatives  be- 
ing secured. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  said  that  the  con- 
struction of  the  line  would  enlarge  the 
choice  of  the  people  of  Western  Australia. 

Mr.  STORRER— And  that  they  would 
obtain  better  representatives.  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  quarrel  with  the  rig^t  hooorable 
member  in  regard  to  the  matter,  but  hold- 
ing as  I  do  that  the  present  representation 
of  Western  Australia  is  very  satisfactorr. 
the  argument  that  the  making  of  this  rail- 
way might  eventually  lead  to  a  change  being 
made  constitutefs  one  reason  for  my  oppo- 
sition to  the  motion.  The  right  honor^le 
member  also  said  that  land  along  the  lire 
of  railway  might  be  reserved  for  the  Com- 
m<xiwealth,  as  it  was  not  worth  much.  He 
is  an  autb(vity  oa  the  valiye  of  land  in  the 
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country  through  which  the  line  would  pass, 
and  if  his  statement  be  correct,  the  Com- 
monwealth would  not  be  likely  to  be  re- 
couped in  respect  of  an  expenditure  of 
^£4,000,000  on  the  construction  of  the  line 
by  die  revenue  obtained  frcNn  land  so  re- 
served. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber had  better  come  over  and  see  our  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  STORRER.— I  do  not  think  that  the 
railway  would  benefit  Western  Austraiha  to 
the  extent  that  many  of  the  people  of  that 
State  imagine.   -  Although  there  is  a  rail- 
way between  Melbourne  and  Sydney  all  the 
goods  interchanged  by  those  aties  are  sent 
to  and  'fro  by  steamers,  and  the  railway  is 
but  slightly  used  except  for  passenger  traf- 
fic. .  ■  I  .admit  that  if.  I  were  going  to 
Western  Australia  I  should  prefer  to  travel 
by  rail  rather  than  by  steamer,  but 'at  pre- 
sent the  Commonwealth  is  not  in  a  position 
to  incur  the  proposed,  expenditure.  Queens- 
land,' South  'Australia,  Victoria,  and  New 
South  Wales  have  spent  large  sums  in  con- 
necting their  various  capitals  with  the  inter- 
State  railway  systems,  afid  I  think  that  the 
least  Western  Australia  might  be  expected 
to  do  iK  to  carry  out  this  survey  at  its  own 
cost,  and  to  show,  before  we  are  asked  to 
construct  the  line,  that  some  benefit  would 
ht  gained  from  it.     When  I  offered  myself 
for     election     I     was     asked  whether 
I  favoured  the  construction  of  the  Trans- 
continental Railway,  and  I  replied  in  the 
negative.    I  said  thati  I  was  not  in  favour 
of  the  Commonwealth  constructing  one  mile 
of  railway  until  the  whole  of  the  railways 
and  of  the  debts  of  the  States  had  been 
taken  over  by  the  Federal  Parliament.  If 
we  had  entered  into  a  unification,  and  the 
States*  debts   and  the   railways  of  the 
States  had  been  taken  over  by  the  Com- 
mtMiwealth,    we    should    not    have  been 
troubled  by  many  of  tlie  difficulties  that 
now  confront  us.    As  long  as  each  State 
controls  its  own  railway  system,  and  thd 
States*  debts  remain  unconsolidated  I  am 
not  in  favour  of  a  single  mile  of  railway 
being  constructed  by  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus, — If  the  railways  of 
the  States  had  been  taken  over  by  the  Com- 
monwealth would  the  honorable  member 
have  favoured  this  motion? 

Mr,  STORRER.— In  that  event  the 
proposal  to  construct  this  line  would  have 
been  taken  into  consiideraticm  with  other 
propositions  to  build  railways  in  different 
parts  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  railway 


would  have  been  constructed  had  the  scheme 
been  shown  to  be  a  reasonable  one.  In  any 
event,  however,  I  should  have  to  be  con- 
vinced that  it  would  be  a  payable  under- 
taking, just  as  a  member  of  a  State  Par- 
liament requires  to  be  convinced  in  regard 
t3  anv  projected  railway  in  his  own  State, 
that  It  would  be  a  profitable  undertaking. 
If  the  people  of  Western  Australia  are  so 
wealthy,  and  if  the  turnover  of  that  State 
is  as  large  as,  has  been  stated,  they  might 
very  well  carry  out  the  survey  at  their  own 
cost.  ,  If  the  people  of  Western  Australia 
are  not  croakers  they  might  very  well  build 
'  the  line  to  their  own  satisfaction,  and  on  a 
gauge  in  keeping  with  the  remaining  lines 
of  the  State.  I  do  not  wish  to  introduce 
.  to  the  notice  of  the  Committee  any  of  the 
'.  difficultieff  under  whidi  the  people  of  Tas- 
mania labour  by  reason  of  actitm  taken 
by  the  Commcnwealth,  but  there  are  one 
or  two  matters  to  which  I  must  refer.  One 
reason  given  for  the  proposal  to  construct 
this  line  is  that  it  is  necessary  for  defence 
purposes.  Tasmania  entered  the  Federa- 
tion, believing  that  it  would  secure  a  better 
system  of  defence  than  had  previously  ex- 
isted there,  but  she  has  obtained  not  a 
superior  but  an  inferior  one.  No  provision 
has  been  made  for  a  suitable  steamer  to 
carry  troops  to  Tasmania  from  the  main- 
land in  the  event  of  a  threatened  invasion ; 
but  we  are  asked  to  construct  a  railway 
to  Western  Australia  in  order  that  troops 
may  be  carried  to  that  State  iat  defence 
purposes.  On  the  other  hand,  one-half  of 
the  old  members  of  the  Defence  Forces  in 
Tasmania  have  been  dismissed  and  recruits 
have  been  substituted. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — Surely  Tasmania 
has  benefited  by  the  larger  naval  squadron 
that  has  Been  provided  since  Federation 
was  inaugurated? 

Mr.  STORRER.— As  a  matter  of  fact, 
Tasmania  is  worse  off  now  than  she 
was  prior  to  FederatifXL  The  people 
of  Launceston  have  been  deprived 
even  of  the  convenience  which  they 
previously  enjoyed  through  the  dis- 
playing of  a  flag  at  the  Post  Office  to 
indicate  that  a  steamer  was  entering  the 
heads.  A  large  number  of  honorable  mem- 
bers have  committed  themselves  to  the  prin- 
ciple that  there  should  be  no  borrowing  of 
mone^  for  Ctnnmonwealth  purposes;  but 
how  IS  the  proposed  survey,  and  the  Aibse- 
quent  ccxistrudion  of  the  railway,  to  be  car- 
ried out,  unless  we  borrow  money?  The 
States  have  foimd  out  that  surveyors  and 
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experts  often  report  xxpoxx  a  proposed  line  as 
cheap,  and  likely  to  be  profitable,  when  it 
is  really  costly  and  unprofitable;  and  I 
think  that  IHat  will  be  the  case  in  con- 
nexion with  this  tine.  An  honorable  member 
a^ked  last  night,  "Would  you,  by  depriv- 
ing the  people  of  Western  Australia  of  a 
railway,  allow  them  to  starve?"  It  would 
be  very  strange  if  the  people  of  Western 
Australia  were  to  starve  because  of  the 
absence  of  this  railway,  seeing  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Great  Britain,  who  have  to  get  all 
their  supplies  from  other  countries,  are 
wholly  dependent  upon  sea  carriage,  and 
that  the  people  of  Tasmania  are  in  that 
position  toa  The  people  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia have  fared  very  well  hitherto,  and  I 
am  sure  that  if  more  vessels  are  required  to 
provide  them  with  food,  they  will  be  sup- 
plied. What  I  desire  to  see  come  about 
eventually  is  the  takin^over  of  all  the  rail- 
ways by  the  Commonwealth.  AocOTding  to 
my  reading  of  the  Constitution,  it  will  be 
an  interference  with  State  rights  for  the 
Commonwealth  to  undertake  the  proposed 
survey  until  the  Parliament  of  South  Aus- 
tralia has  sancBoned  it.  A  oompariscm  has 
been  made  between  the  construction  of  the 
proposed  line  and  the  carrying  out  of  Con- 
monwealtE  works  for  the  conservati(Hi  of 
water ;  but  I  do  not  think  that 
the  former  Is  nearly  so  urgent  a  matter 
as  is  the  supplying  of  water  to  a  drought- 
stricken  district.  Much  has  been  said 
about  doing  justice  to  the  States;  but  it 
would  be  an  injustice  to  four  of  the  States 
if  the  Commonwealth  Parliament  sanc- 
tioned the  spading,  not  merely  of  ;£20,ooo 
for  the  survey  of  the  proposed  line,  but 
of  the  further  sum  of  ;£4,ooo,ooo  or 
;^5,ooo,ooo  required  for  its  construction. 
I  intend  to  oppose  the  motion,  though,  as 
we  have  had  of  late  so  many  changes  of 
Government,  and  so  many  parties  have  pro- 
mised to  support  the  proposal,  I  think  it 
will  be  carried.  Tf,  however,  honorable 
members  voted  in  accordance  with  their 
individual  opinions,  I  believe  that  it  would 
be  negatived 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang).— I  have  a  per- 
fectly open  mind  upon  this  question.  It 
is  not  one  which  has  engaged  the  attention 
of  my  constituency  to  any  extent,  and  I 
do  not  remember  to  have  heard  it  referred 
to  there;  but  personally  I  have  given  a 
great  deal  of  consideration  to  it,  and  I 
view  the  proposal  for  the  constnicti(»i 
of  this  railway  with  a  threat  deal  of  mis- 
giving and  distrust    Of  course  we  are  now 


being  asked,  not  to  sanction  the  coaslruc- 
tun  of  the  line,  but  to  vote  a  stim  of  nooey 
for  a  survey  to  obtain  information  in  re- 
gard to  its  prospects.  The  information 
contained  in  die  reports  now  before 
honorable  members  ia  certainly  very 
meagre.  Those  reports  give  very  little 
justificatiixi  i<3t  the  coostnictitHt  of  the 
line,  though  they  are  admittedly  based 
on  the  results  of  only  a  partial  investiga- 
ticHi  of  the  country  which  it  will  traverse. 

Mr.  EjiLLY. — Does  not  the  honorable 
member  think  that  tKe  States  concerned 
should  pay  the  cost  of  any  survey  that  is 
made? 

Mr.  JOHNSON. — It  seems  to  me  a  rea- 
sonable oonlention  that  unless  it  can  be 
shown  that  the  necessities  of  the  Common- 
wealthy  from  commerdal,  defence,  cw  other 
national  points  of  view,  demand  such  a 
railway,  the  States  which  will  boi^t  most 
by  the  construction  of  the  line  should  bear 
the  cost  of  its  survey. 

Mr.  Fowler. — Will  not  the  oonstructioo 
of  the  line  be  of  benefit  to  the  whole  Com- 
monwealth ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— That  is  a  question  I 
cannot  at  present  answer,  and  is  one  upon 
which  I  desire  information  myself.  The 
chief  question  for  us  to  c(xisider  is  whether 
the  proposal  is  being  put  forward  as  a. 
national  one,  and  has  in  view  the  ser\-ing 
of  great  national  interests,  or  whether  it  la 
being  made  in  the  interests  of  land 
gamblers  and  speculators.  That  is  d 
point  upon  which  I  wish  to  be  satisfied 
before  committing  myself  in  regard  to  the 
matter.  I  should  like  to  ktK}w  whether  at 
the  present  time  the  land  through  which 
the  railway  would  pass  is  in  the  p<»session 
of  the  State,  or  whether  it  has  been  alien- 
ated, and  has  passed  into  the  hands  of  pri- 
vate individuals. 

Mr.  FowLEB. — It  is  almost  all  Crown 
land. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.—Then  I  should  lite 
to  know  what  steps  are  being  taken  to  •:on- 
serve  the  public  interest  by  securing  for  the 
State  whatever  increment  in  value  may  l< 
created  by  the  construction  of  the  railway, 
and  the  aggregation  of  population  in  its 
vicinity-.  I  have  seen  ao  much  land  specu 
lation,  and  so  much  expaiditure  of  |>ub]ic 
money  by  States  Parliaments  in  ccmstructing 
unprofitable  lines  merely  to  put  money  into 
the  pockets  of  private  individuals,  that  I 
inteiid  to  watdi  very  carefully  all  proposals 
for  railway  construction  by  the  CoaunoD- 
wealth  Parliamoit,  and  to  trv  to  as  far  as 
possible  conserve  to  the  public  any  incre- 
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ment  of  value  which  may  attach  to  the 
public  estate  by  such  expenditure. 

Mr.  Kelly. — In  this  instance  the  land 
through  which  the  railway  will  pass  belongs 
to  two  States,  which  will  get  the  increment 
of  which  the  hcHiorable  member  speaks.  It 
will  not  go  to  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Not  necessarily ;  some 
arrangement  may  perhaps  be  arrived  at  be- 
tween the  States  conoerned  and  the  Com- 
mcmweaUh  under  which  a  certain  propor- 
tion of  the  incfiraaent  will  be  transferred  to 
the  Commonwealth.  At  any  rate,  the  rail- 
way will  be  the  property  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  the  Comnuxiwealth  Government 
before  committing  itself  to  any  scheme  of 
railway  construction  should  ccmserve  na- 
tional interests  in  this  connexion.  The 
Engineers-in-Chief  of  the  various  States 
who  reported  aa  this  proposal  on  27th  July, 
1903,  are  rather  favorable  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  line,  though  their  investigations 
led  them  to  believe  that  for  a  number  of 
years  the  railway  would  not  be  a  paying 
one.   Tbey  say — 

New  tracts  of  couotry  would  be  opened  up 

for  pastoral  scttlemeot  both  in  South  Austrilias 
and  Western  Australian  territory,  the  chief  diffi- 
culty at  present  lying  not  so  much  in  the  want 
of  fertility  of  the  country,  and  the  atMcnce  of 
water,  as  in  its  inaccessibility. 

The  same  may  he  said  as  regards  mineral  de- 
velc^ment.  lucent  discoveries  show  that  the 
country  for  175  miles  east  of  Kalgoorlie,  which 
is  auriferous,  may  turn  out  to  be  highly  produc- 
tive and  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  railway. 
Tarcoola,  and  other  mining  centres  in  South  Aus- 
tralia, if  rendered  more  accessible,  may  come  to 
enjoy  prosperity  after  they  have  been  more  thor. 
oughly  and  systematically  prospected.    The  re- 

?orts  of  the  Government  Geologist  are  not  un- 
avor^le. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  South  Australia  will 
gain  by  the  construction  of  the  railway.  Not  only 
will  the  railway  revenue  receive  an  impetus,  and, 
at  before  indicated,  oppoituatty  for  pastoral  and 
mining  development  be  afforded,  bat  the  State 
generally  mutt  be  benefited  try  the  increase  of 
passengers  and  other  traffic  which  will  come  with 
the  railway. 

That  statement  confirms  my  opinion  that 
South  Australia,  which  is  apparently  going 
to  benefit  largely  from  the  oonstruction  of 
the  proposed  line,  might  reaaonably  have 
been  a^ed  to  contribute  something  towards 
the  cost  of  its  survey.  The  Commissioners 
say  that  to  the  question  as  to  "  the  advis- 
ability of  constructing  the  proposed  rail- 
way 

We  find  it  very  difficult  to  ^ve  an  answer,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  monetary  loss  will,  for 
the  first  few  yean,  be  considerable.  The  revenue 
may  prove  to  be  higher  than  we  have  estimated, 
and  the  deficiency  may  tend  to  dtmisish  from 
year  to  year  mote  npidly  than  fait  been 
turned. 


Then  comes  this  summary — 

Our  answers  to  the  questions  put  to  us  are, 
briefly,  at  followi 

1.  We  estimate  the  probable  expenditure  in 
construction  at 

2.  The  probable  revenue  which  may  be  de- 
pended upon  after  construction  is,  in  our  opinion, 
^£205,860.  If  the  past  progress  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia is  maintained  so  that  the  present  population 
becomes  doubled  in  ten  years  after  completion, 
the  revenue  may  also  be  taken  as  double,  viz., 
j^4i  1,730. 

I  do  not  regard  that  as  an  excessive  esti- 
mate.   The  Commissioners  continue — 

The  revenue  may  also  be  taken  as  double, 
namely,  ^411,720.  The  probable  annual  expen- 
diture in  working  and  maintaining  the  line  im- 
mediately after  construction  we  estimate  at 
;£ii4,400,  which,  added  to  interest  on  the  cost 
of  construction,  at  3^  per  cent.,  £159,566,  givet 
^£273,966  for  the  total  expenditure.  After  ten 
years,  under  the  conditions  stated,  the  working 
expenses  may  be  taken  as  £zto,ooo,  and,  in  view 
of  the  necessary  expenditure  in  improving  works 
in  the  meantime,  the  interest  on  the  enlarged 
capital  will  be  £183.501,  making  a  total  of 
£393150'- 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  estimated  loss  for 
the  first  ten  years  is  ;^68,i6o  per  annum, 
and  after  ten  yeais  the  e^imated  annual 
profit  is  ^£18,219.  In  regard  to  the  pros- 
pective loss,  certain  commimications  passed 
between  the  late  Prime  Minister  and  the 
Premier  of  Western  Australia.  On  the 
6th  May  the  Prime  Minister  telegraphed  to 
the  Premier  of  Western  Australia  as  fel- 
lows:— 

Re  Western  Australian  Railway. — Represen- 
tati<ms  made  to  me,  feeling  of  members  Federal 
Parliament  towards  proposal  favours  belief  that 
opposition  would  be  materially  lessened  if  your 
Government  in<3cate  willingness  to  contribute 
stated  proportion  of  loss,  if  any,  during  the  first 
ten  years.  As  matter  under  consideration  of 
Cabinet,  early  reply  denred. 

The  reply  from  the  PrMnier  of  Western 
Australia  was  dated  i8th  May,  and'  read  as 
follows  : — 

On  condition  that  C<«unonweaIth  is  allowed 
a  free  hand  as  to  route  and  gauge  of  railway, 
this  State  will  be  prepared  for  ten  years  after 
line  constructed  to  bear  a  share  of  any  loss  in 
excess  of  our  contribntion  on  a  population  basis. 
It  would  be  premature  to  fix  exact  proportion  we 
are  prepared  to  pay  at  this  stage,  but  I  am  con- 
fident that  it  will  be  liberal,  and  satisfy  the 
Federal  Parliament  of  oor  sincerity  in  this  con- 
nexion, and  our  belief  that  the  work  will  toon 
be  a  directly  paying  one. 

That  is  satisfactory,  so  far  as  it  goes,  but  I 
think  that  we  shall  require  a  greater  guaran- 
tee than  is  therein  aiforded,  before  we  com- 
mit ourselves  to  the  constructicm  of  the  line 
— guarantee  <mi  the  lines  I  have  already 
indicated  in  connexion  with  the  future  in- 
crement in  ihe  value  of  land  adjacent  to  the 
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railway.  There  is  another  aspect  of  this 
question,  which  I  admit  is  deserving  of  seri- 
ous consideration,  and  that  is  the  bearing 
that  the  constructicn  of  the  railway  '.vould 
have  on  the  defences  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  the  protection  of  our  interests  in  time  of 
war.  In  ihat  connexion,  the  General  Ofli- 
cer  Commanding  the  Military  Forces, 
Major-General  Hutton,  was  asked  to  furnish 
a  report,  from  which  I  propose  to  read  some 
extracts,  in  order  to  show  the  importance  of 
the  mattez.  Major-General  Hutton,  in  his 
report,  which  is  dated  14th  May,  1903, 
says — 

In  reply  to  your  ntiaute  of  30th  March  last 
requesting  that  I  would  lubmit  for  your  con- 
lideratioQ  a  minute  upon  the  report  of  the  Con- 
ference of  Engineen'tn-Cbief  upon  the  proposed 
Transcontiaental  Railway,  I  beg  to  onerve  as 
follows : — 

I.  The  contemplated  extension  of  railway  com- 
munication between  Kalgoorlie  in  West  Australia 
and  Port  Augusta  in  South  Australia  is,  from 
a  strategical  and  military  point  of  view,  of  un- 
questionable value.  The  isolation  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia without  direct  land  communication  with 
the  other  five  States  of  Australia  will,  in  time 
of  war,  cause  a  general  feeling  of  insecurity. 
Under  the  existing  circumstances,  Western  Aus- 
tralia, for  purposes  of  coK>perat)ve  military 
assistance  from  the  other  States,  is  as  far  distant 
from  direct  means  of  reinforcement  as  New  Zea. 
land  is  from  the  Eastern  States  of  Australia. 

a.  In  order,  however,  to  correctly  view  the 
present  construction  of  the  railway  in  question 
as  an  important  factor  in  the  defence  of  the 
Commonwealth  it  will  tw  well  to  consider  tiie 
special  importance  of  Western  Australia  in  the 
eyes  of  foreien  powers,  and  the  description  of 
attack  to  whi(£  Australia  is  subject,  and  to  meet 
which  intercommunication  between  the  States  by 
land  must  be  regarded  as  of  paramount  value. 

The  potential  wealth  of  the  gold-fields  and 
the  vast  extent  of  valuable  and  unoccupied  land 
in'  the  territories  of  Western  Australia  render 
the  acquisition  of  that  portion  of  the  Australian 
Continent  a  most  valuable  prise  to  foreini  nations. 
The  strategical  situation,  moreover,  of  Western 
Australia,  dominating  as  it  does  the  southern 
side  of  the  Indian  Ocean,  and  the  converging 
trade  routes  from  the  West,  must  be  considered 
as  of  the  greatest  importance  to  British  and  Aus- 
tralian interests. 

These  are  very  strong  remarks,  and  oxning 
from  such  an  authority,  are  deserving  U 
our  most  serious  consideration.  Neverthe- 
less, we  cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact 
that  Western  Australia  and  South  Aoatra- 
lia  will  derive  the  greatest  benefit  from  the 
construction  of  the  railway,  and  I  have  al- 
ways indined  to  the  opinitm  that  those 
States  should  have  been  called  upon  to  pay 
a  large  share  of  the  cost  of  the  proposed 
survey.  But  there  is  still  another  aspect  of 
the  question  to  be  considered  ?  The  Prime 
Minister  has  assured  us  that  at  the  Pre- 
miers' Conferem^,  a  certain  under- 
Mr.  /okmsffM. 


standing  was  arrived  at  between  the 
representatives  of  the  other  States  and 
Western  Australia.  No  agreement  was  em- 
bodied in  the  Constitution,  and  no  written 

bond  was  entered  into,  but  an  assurance 
was  given  by  the  Premiers  of  the  State* 
other  than  Western  Australia,  that  tbey 
would  support  a  proposal  for  the  sur\-ey 
of  the  proposed  line — I  do  not  know  that 
their  promise  extended  to  the  actual  con- 
struction of  the  line.  If  the  Premiers  who 
spolK  for  the  people  of  the  various  Stales 
entered  into  a  compact,  I  take  it  u  tund- 
ing  on  those  States.  They  spoke  as  the  re- 
presentatives of  their  respective  States. 
The  fact  that  the  compact  was  only 
of  a  verbal  character,  makes  the  ob- 
ligation, if  anything,  the  more  bindii^ 
upon  us.  It  has  been  argued  that 
other  compacts,  in  which  other  States  were 
concerned,  have  not  been  kept,  and  I  kncnr 
that  a  certain  pledge  was  made  to  the  people 
of  New  South  Wales  in  connexion  with  the 
Tariff  question,  which  certainly  has  not 
been  fulfilled.  But  I  do  not  think  that 
fact  would  justify  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales  in  setting  aside  the  promise  made 
to  the  people  of  Western  Australia  in  re- 
gard to  the  survey  of  this  railway. 

Mr.  Chanter. — What  was  the  pled^ 
referred  to  by  the  hcmorable  member,  in 
the  case  of  New  South  Wales? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  am  speaking  of  the 
promise  made  by  Sir  Edmund  Barton  to 
the  effect  that  a  protective  Tariff  would  not 
be  imposed,  a  tacit  understanding  to  that 
effect  having  been  arrived  at.  Although  I 
do  not  personally  appro^'e  of  the  compact 
made  with  regard  to  the  survey  of  the  route 
for  the  proposed  railwav,  because  I  do  not 
think  it  was  a  wise  one,  I  feel  bound,  under 
the  drcumstanoes,  to  respect  it  At  the 
same  time,  I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that 
I  do  not  regard  my  actim  as  in  any  way 
binding  me  to  vote  for  the  construction  of 
the  proposed  railway. 

Mr.  WATKINS  (Newcastle).— I  regret 
vvty  nnidi  that  this  question  is  being  re- 
garded by  certain  honorable  members  from  a 
State  stand-point  I  recognise  that  a  railway, 
such  as  that  projected,  would  be  a  thn> 
roughly  national  work,  and  that  its  con- 
struction is  a  matter  of  Federal  ctmcem. 
Whilst  I  am  not  at  present  prepared  to  com- 
mit mvself  to  support  the  constructicm  of  the 
line,  I  feel  perfectly  justified  in  voting  for 
the  proDosal  to  spend  ^20,000  upon  a  sur* 
vev.  We  mav  find,  after  the  report  is  pre- 
sented to  us,  that  it  would  mt  be  advisable 
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for  US  to  cxHUtruct  the  railway,  but  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  no  bimoraUe  member  is  at 
present  in  a  positi<Hi  to  say  whether  or  not 
the  railway  would  pay,  or  whether  it  would 
develop  good  country,  or  traverse  what  has 
been  described  as  a  desert.  If  we  were 
contemplating  the  settlement  of  a  large 
population  upon  the  country  adjacent  to  the 
proposed  railway  line,  we  should  look  for 
arable  plains  and  river  flats,  which  would 
be  capable  of  growing  all  kinds  of  produce ; 
but  it  must  be  rec(^nised  that,  even  though 
the  country  through  which  the  line  would 
pass  may  not  be  capable  of  growing  a 
bushel  of  wheat,  it  may  still  prove  orc  of 
the  richest  tracts  in  Australia.  I  believe 
that  the  resources  of  Australia  are  cap^le 
of  much  higher  development,  and  I  think 
we  should  do  well  to  have  a  survey  mad^, 
so  that  we  may  be  in  a  better  posi- 
tion to  ccoisidei  the  possibilities  before  us 
in  connexion  with  the  proposed  railway. 
Whilst  I  admit  that  at  the  present  time  we 
are  not  in  a  position  to  say  whether  the  pro- 
posed railway  should  be  ccmstructed,  I  claim 
that  the  idea  of  obtaining  a  proper  survey  of 
the  coimtry  which  the  line  would  traverse  is 
an  excellent  cme.  It  might  perhaps  be  wise  for 
the  Prime  Minister  to  suggest  to  the  two 
States  chiefly  interested  in  the  undertaking, 
that  they  should  despatch,  under  the  control 
of  those  charged  with  the  duty  of  making 
the  survey,  a  number  of  prospectors  who 
could  simultaneously  exanune  the  country 
for  scHne  miles  upon  either  side  of  the  route, 
with  a  view  to  discovering  any  auriferous 
wealth  whidi  may  exist  there.  I  intend  to 
vote  for  the  motion,  in  order  that  we  may 
gain  further  information  respecting  the  ter- 
ritory which  the  proposed  line  would  tra- 
verse. It  has  been  urged  that  this  railway 
should  be  constructed  by  the  two  State* 
which  are  chiefly  interested  in  the  undertak- 
ing. To  my  mind,  with  the  advent  of 
Federation,  the  construction  of  transcon- 
tinental railways  passed  to  the  Conmon- 
wealth.  I  do  not  care  what  compact  may 
have  been  entered  into  by  the  Premiers  of 
the  States  when  assembled  in  Ctrnference. 
That  does  not  influence  me  one  iota.  I  do 
trust  th^t  the  Committee  will  not  regard  this 
qucsti(Hi  from  a  State  stand-point,  as  has 
been  done  by  a  couple  of  honorable  members 
who  have  addressed  themselves  to  it.  For 
example,  the  honorable  member  for  Oxley 
urged  thit  Queensland  had  not  been  tieated 
by  the  Commonwealth  in  the  same  liberal 
way  as  has  Western  Australia.  Since  T 
entered  this  Parliament  I  have  endeavoured 


lo  view  every  question  which  has  engaged 
our  attention  from  a  purely  national  stand- 
point, and  I  venture  to  say  that  if  we  cnm 
to  examine  the  matter  without  bias,  we  shal! 
unhesitatingly  declare  that  under  Federa- 
tion Qu^'nsland  has  received  her  due. 

Mr.  R.  Edwards. — In  what  way? 

Mr.  WATKINS.— The  people  of  thai 
State  appealed  to  this  Parliament  to  in- 
sure for  them  what  they  were  unable  to 
achieve  for  themselves  in  their  own  State 
Legislature,  namely,  the  maintenance  ol 
a  white  population,  and  adequate  pro- 
tection to  the  sugar-growers.  I  believe 
that  the  honorable  memlier  for  Oxley  him- 
self voted  for  the  payment  of  a  bonus  upon 
sugar  produced  exclusively  by  white  labour. 
In  that  respect  I  think  that  Queensland  has 
received  very  substantial  benefits  at  the 
hands  of  this  Parliament.  I  do  not  re- 
gard the  construction  of  the  proposed  Trans- 
continental Railway  as  a  State  project  in  any 
sense  of  the  word.  If  the  line  is  to  be 
built  at  all,  it  should  be  built  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  whole  of  Australia.  At  the  pre- 
sent time  we  hare  not  sufficient  data  to  en- 
able us  to  determine  whether  or  not  it  ought 
to  be  constructed.  My  own  opinion  is 
that  any  coastal  line  connecting  South  Aus- 
tralia with  Western  Australia  would 
represent  an  absolute  waste  of  money. 
Any  railway  which  will  compete  with  the 
existing  service  by  sea  would  be  utterly 
useless.  In  my  judgment  a  Trans- 
continental Railway  ought  to  traverse  the 
intericw  of  Australia,  and  to  open  up  the  in- 
land porti(xu  of  the  ccMitinent.  Believing 
that,  I  suggest  that  there  should  be  attached 
to  any  party  which  may  be  sent  out  to  sur- 
vey a  route  from  Tarcoola  in  South  Austra- 
lia to  Kalgoorlie  in  Western  Australia,  not 
only  a  couple  of  prospectors.  But  some  such 
oflicer  as  Mr.  Brown,  the  Government  Geo- 
logist of  South  Australia,  who  is  a  practical 
man  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  If  that 
course  be  adopted,  any  expense  which  may 
be  incurred  in  undertaldng  the  proposed 
survey  will  not  be  entirely  thrown  away» 
even  if  the  report  be  adverse  to  the  in- 
struction of  the  line,  because  we  shall  at 
least  ascertain  the  class  of  country  which  the 
proposed  railway  would  traverse.  I  would 
further  point  out  that  an  expenditure  of 
^£20,000  when  distributed  amongst  the 
States,  does  not  represent  any  more  than 
each  would  be  called  upon  to  pay  for  the 
survey  of  an  ordinary  line  of  railway  with- 
in its  own  borders.  We  have  been  told 
that  the  territory  which  the  Transcontinental 
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Railway  would  cross  has  already  been  pro- 
spected. I  do  not  think  that  it  has  been 
prospected  any  more  than  Kalgcorlie  or 
Coolgardie  had  been  prospected  before 
the  memorable  gold  rush  tock  place 
there.  It  is  one  thing  for  an  indi- 
vidual to  walk  over  the  country  and 
quite  another  for  him  to  prospect  it.  For 
years  before  Broken  Hill  was  discovered 
we  know  that  the  graziers  in  that  locality 
were  accustOTned  to  use  the  galena  obtained 
there  as  ornaments  for  their  mantelpieces. 
They  did  not  know  that  it  contained  silver. 

Sir  Lastgdqn  Bonython.  —  Sturt  was 
water -bound  at  the  Pinnacles  for  six 
m<xiths. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— We  have  yet  to  learn 
that  there  is  not  another  Broken  Hill  in 
Australia,  or  that  there  is  not  a  second  Kal- 
goorlie  or  iCoolgardie.  If  the  proposed 
survey  served  no  other  purpose  it  would  at 
least  offer  facilities  for  the  discovery  of 
other  rich  mineral  resources,  and  in  that 
way  the  Commonwealth  would  be  amply 
repaid  for  the  outlay.  Considering  the  im- 
portance of  this  question  from  a  Federal 
stand-point,  and  the  view  which  honorable 
members  take  as  to  pranises  made  in  this 
regard  to  Western  Australia,  I  say  that  no 
gigantic  work  of  this  description  should  be 
attempted  by  the  Federal  Parliament  unless 
we  have  the  fullest  information  at  our  dis- 
posal in  relation  to  the  project  It  is  be- 
cause of  this  belief  that  I  propose  to  vote 
for  the  motion,  but  practically  on  the  con- 
dition that  the  Government  will  see  that 
a  thoroughly  organized  party  is  sent  out, 
so  that  the  character  of  the  country  may  be 
properly  ascertained.  It  is  not  sufficient  for 
us  to  know  that  the  land  which  would  be 
traversed  by  the  line  consists  of  good  agri- 
cultural country,  or  that  it  is  suited  to  only 
one  purpose.  Let  us  know  positively  whe- 
ther it  does  not  present  other  great  possi- 
bilities, which  would  support  a  railway  of 
this  description.  I  feel  that  if  a  party 
consisting  of  surveyors  only  were  sent  out, 
we  should  obtain  from  them  a  report  very 
similar  to  that  presented  from  time  to  time 
to  States  Parliaments  for  or  against  the 
building  of  various  railways.  It  would  deal 
only  with  the  agricultural  prospects  of  the 
country  to  be  served,  and  other  cognate 
subjects.  Railway  surveyors  cannot  be  ex- 
pected to  have  any  knowledge  of  the 
mineral  possibilities  of  the  country  to  which 
I  have  referred.  Whilst  this  surv^  is  being 
made,  it  would  be  easy  for  members  of  Hie 
j)artv  to  explore  the  countrv  north  and  south 
of  the  projected  route.    In  that  way  they 


would  be  able  to  furnish  us  with  a  general 
knowledge  of  the  true  character  of  the  ooud- 
try  through  which  the  line  would  pass.  I 
do  not  see  that  there  is  much  force  in  the 
argument  that  the -constiuctitKi  of  this  line 
is  necessary  for  defence  purposes. 

Mr.  Mahon. — It  may  beooine  veij  im* 
portant  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— That  is  so.  It  may 
be  said  that  if  we  build  such  a  line  solely 
for  defence  purposes,  it  should  not  go  so 
far  south  as  is  proposed.  It  might  be 
more  desiraUe  to  start  fnm  a  pcnnt  further 
north  CHI  the  eastern  side ;  but,  in  any  evait, 
if  we  spend  money  on  the  building  of  trans- 
continental railways,  we  should  be  careful 
that  they  do  not  run  too  close  to  the  coast- 
line. It  should  be  our  province  to  see  that 
they  penetrate  more  thorou^ly  into  the  in- 
terior, so  that  Australia  may  be  developed 
in  the  true  sense  of  the  word.  It  is  becuise 
I  feel  that  the  time  has  come  when  this  Par- 
liament should  do  s(Hnething  to  develop 
the  resources  of  AuAralia,  tlut  I  am  now 
prepared  to  suppwt  the  maldng  ci  this 
survey ;  but  whether  I  shall  vote  for  the 
construction  of  the  line  will  depaid  on  the 
nature  of  the  report  to  be  furnished  by  the 
surveyors. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  (New  England).— It 
was  not  my  intention  to  speak  at  this  stage, 
but  I  think  it  desiraUe  to  briefly  d^  with 
one  or  two  points.  When  the  QmstitittiQn 
Bill  was  before  the  people  of  New  Soi^ 
Wales,  I  pointed  out  that  the  cost  of  the 
construction  of  a  railway  line  of  this  charac- 
ter would  probably  be  foisted  on  the  east- 
em  States.  I  suggested  that  it  was  pro- 
bably due  to  a  promise  that  this  line  would 
be  constructed  that  the  people  of  Western 
Australia  had  beome  favorable  to  the  pro- 
posal that  that  State  should  enter  the  Fede- 
ration. I  did  tMt  know  at  the  time  that 
such  a  compact  had  been  made ;  but  it 
appears,  from  what  has  been  said  during 
this  debate,  that  it  was  promised  that  the 
proposal  should  be  brought  before  the  Par- 
liament, and  that  it  ^uld  be  pressed  to 
construct  the  line.  I  intend  to  support  the 
carrying  out  of  the  preliminary  survey, 
but  on  the  clear  understanding  that  in  do- 
ing so  I  shall  not  bintf  myself  to  vote  for  the 
construction  of  the  railway.  Unless  the  Bill 
necessary  to  provide  for  the  making  of  this 
survey  is  to  ctmtain  a  stipula6on  that  the 
States  cmcemed  shall  reserve  the  land  for 
some  fifty  or  loo  miles  on  eftcb  aide  of  the 
proposed  route,  so  that  speculators  may  not 
come  in  and  derive  all  the  beiwfits  flowing 
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from  the  oonstmctum  of  the  railway^  I  shall 

not  vote  even  for  the  survey.  I  wish  to 
make  it  perfectly  clear  that  I  shall 
be  no  party  to  giving  any  pri- 
vate individual  an  undue  advantage- 
Suppose  that  prospectors  accompany  the 
survey  party,  and  discoNer  a  rich  gold-field 
along  the  route ;  who  is  to  derive  the  benefit 
from  that  discovery  ?  Are  we  to  construct 
the  line  merely  for  the  advantage  of  a  few 
speculators?  Are  we  to  spend  the  money 
of  the  people  in  this  way,  with  the  object  of 
enriching  a  few  private  individuals?  So 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  we  are  not ;  I  hold 
that  any  step  taken  by  us  in  this  directioo 
should  be  so  safeguarded  as  to  preserve  to 
the  Commonwealth  the  benefit  of  the  in- 
creased value  given  to  the  lands  al(xig  the 
line. 

Mr.  Wilson. — ^The  bocKurable  meidxr  is 
a  Socialist;  he  wishes  to  iiati<malize  the 
lands. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— There  is  nothing  of 
Socialism  in  my  composition.  I  hold  that 
every  man  has  a  right  to  that  which  he  earns 
or  produces,  ^d  that  no  one  is  justified  in 
depriving  him  of  any  part  of  it.  I  am 
equally  firm  in  the  belief  that  that  which  the 
State  produces,  by  constructing  railways  or 
other  public  works,  belongs  to  the  whole  of 
the  people,  and  that  no  private  individual 
has  a  right  to  derive  the  sole  advantage.  If 
this  railway  be  constructed,  with  the  result 
that  the  value  of  the  land  along  the  route 
is  increased,  the  increment  in  value  should 
belong  to  the  Commonwealth,  or  to  the 
States  which  construct  it. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Could  not  that  be  ar- 
ranged ? 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— I  desire  that  provi- 
s\an  shall  be  made  in  that  direction.  Irri- 
gation works  .ind  railways  have  been  con- 
structed in  Victoria,  which  have  led  to  a  few 
men  becoming  wealthy  at  the  expense  of  the 
State ;  the  poor  have  been  taxed  in  order  to 
enrich  a  few.  I  am  not  here  to  support 
anything  of  the  kind,  and  I  wish  to  make  it 
perfectly  clear  that  I  shall  vote  for  this  sur- 
vey upon  the  imderstanding  that  the  Com- 
monwealth will  be  protected. 

Mr.  Wilson. — The  honorable  member  is 
now  a  protectionist? 

Mr.  LONSDALE. — I  am  a  free-trader. 
A  protectionist  is  a  man  who  desires  to  give 
the  capitalist  something  out  of  the  pockets 
of  the  poor ;  but  although  I  am  not  a  pro- 
tectionist I  hold  that  we  should  protect  our 
rights.  It  has  been  suggested  that  a  pri- 
vate syndicate  would  construct  this  railway. 


Suppose  some  syndicate  were  prepared 

to  build  the  line,  what  concession  would  it 
demand?  Would  it  not  be  given  the  land 
on  either  side  of  the  railway  ?  And  surely 
if  a  private  syndicate  be  entitled  to  the 
land  along  a  line  of  railway  which  it  con- 
structs, the  Federation  should  not  be  put 
in  any  worse  positi(»L 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^There  is  no  objec- 
tion to  that. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— Such  a  reservation 
must  be  made.  We  must  make  it  clear  that 
no  individual  is  to  reap  the  fruits  of  that 
which  is  produced  by  the  State,  and  that 
the  Federation  shall  secure  any  increment 
in  the  value  of  the  land  along  the  route 
which  may  result  from  the  construction  of 
the  line.  I  shall  vote  for  the  motion,  but 
I  do  not  say  that  even  if  the  survey  be  made 
I  shall  support  the  construction  of  the  rail- 
way. 

Sir  LAXGDON  BONYTHON  (Barker). 
— ^The  honorable  member  for  Newcastle  has 
made  two  suggesticms.  The  first,  which  I 
think  is  an  excellent  oat,  is  that  if  the  sur- 
vey be  carried  out,  prospecting  operations 
should  be  conducted  in  connexion  with  it. 
That  is  indeed  an  admirable  proposal.  As 
to  the  second  suggestion,  made  by  the  hon- 
orable member,  I  am  more  than  a  little 
doubtful.  He  urged  that  it  would  be  well, 
in  the  interests  of  Australia,  that  the  rait- 
way,  if  constructed,  should  not  touch  at 
Port  Augusta,  but  should  be  carried  very 
much  further  inland.  If  that  suggestion 
be  acted  upon,  I  can  only  say  that  there 
will  be  no  mthusiasm  manifested  by  the 
people  of  South  Australia  in  the  construction 
of  the  railway. 

Mr.  Maiion. — There  is  none  now. 

Sir  LANGDON  BONYTHON.— I  in- 
tend to  vote  for  the  motion.  I  favour  the 
carrying  out  of  this  survey;  but  I  do  not 
wish  the  -Committee  to  be  under  the  impres- 
sion that  this  statement  implies  that  I  would 
approve  of  the  immediate  construction  of 
the  railway. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Not  even  if  the  re- 
port of  the  surveyors  be  fav<»able  ? 

Sir  LAXGDON  BONYTHON— In  tak- 
ing up  this  positicm,  I  believe  that  I  am 
expressing  the  view  of  the  majority  of  the 
people  of  South  Australia.  They  are  not 
hostile  to  the  railway,  but  they  feel  that  it 
is  not  a  work  about  which  there  need  be  any 
special  hurry.  They  hope  and  believe  that 
in  the  country  lying  between  Port  Augusta 
and  Kalgoorlie  there  is  great  mineral 
wealth ;  but  that  remains  to     proved,  and 
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until  we  gain  much  more  satisfactory  in- 
formation than  we  possess  at  the  present 
time,  the  people  of  South  Australia  think  we 
should  go  slowly.  They  hold  that  there 
is  no  justification  for  immediately  plung- 
ing the  Commonwealth  into  the  tremendous 
expenditure  which  would  be  involved  in  the 
CMistruction  of  the  contemplated  line.  That 
is  a  reasonable  attitude.  There  would  be 
no  justification  in  present  circumstances  for 
constructing  the  line.  Even  if  the  railway 
existed,  the  great  bulk  of  produce  and 
merchandise  would  be  carried  by  steamer, 
because  of  the  cheaper  rates  which  the  sea 
route  affords.  Suppose  a  railway  now 
existed,  there  is  no  doubt  that  many  per- 
sons in  Western  Australia,  wishing  to  visit 
the  eastern  States,  would  travel  by  train ; 
but  very  many  others  would  travel  by 
steamer,  because,  as  in  the  case  of  cargo, 
that  would  afford  a  cheaper  means  of  passing 
from  Western  Australia  to  the  other  States. 
The  honorable  member  for  Kalgoorlie  stated 
to-day  that  if  the  railway  were  ccxistructed, 
persons  ccnning  to  Australia  by  the  great 
ocean-going  steamers  would  land  at  Fre- 
mantle,  and  travel  overland  to  the  eastern 
States.  If  the  line  were  constructed,  the 
experience  of  Fremantle  would,  in  mi; 
opinion,  be  a  repetition  of  that  of 
Adelaide.  Persons  coming  to  Australia  by 
the  mail  steamers,  and  intending  to  visit 
Western  Australia,  would,  of  course,  land 
at  Fremantle.  It  may  be  that  manj-i  of 
them  would  continue  their  journeys  to  the 
eastern  States  by  train,  but  there  is  no 
doubt  that  those  travelling  to  Adelaide, 
Melbourne,  and  Sydney,  would  cranplete 
the'ir  voyages  by  mail  steamer.  Whilst  I 
hold  this  view,  I  am  ready,  as  I  have  said, 
to  vote  money  for  the  survey,  because  I 
think  it  is  moat  desirable  that  the  fullest 
information  should  be  obtained,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  the  time  will  come  when  such  a 
railway  as  is  now  contemplated  will  be 
constructed. 

Mr.  CAMERON  (Wilmot).— I  intend  to 
vote  against  this  motion.  In  the  first  place 
I  do  not  believe  for  one  mcvnent  that  1,100 
miles  of  country  could  be  properly  surveyed 
at  a  cost  of  ;£3o,ooo.  It  is  utter  ncHuense 
to  say  that  it  is  possible  to  carry  <nit  this 
work  for  so  small  an  outlay,  and  the  state- 
ment that  it  could  be  dtxie  suggests  ignor- 
ance on  the  part  of  those  who  make  it. 
It  seems  to  me  very  contemptible  of  the 
people  of  Western  Australia  and  of  South 
Australia  to  ask  the  people  of  the  other 
States  to  bear  a  part  in  paying  for  some- 


thing which  will  primarily  tend  to  their 
individual  benefit. 

Mr.  Wilson. — They  look  upon  it  as  a 
national  work. 

Mr.  CAMERON.— It  is  not  a  national 
work  J  it  is  simply  a  proposed  survey.  In 
support  of  that  contention,  I  would  point 
out  that  Mr.  Jenkins,  the  Premier  of  South 
Australia,  while  perfectly  willing  to  al- 
low the  people  of  the  v/thei  States  to  fiod 
the  mcmey  for  the  survey,  declines  to  pass 
a  Bill  eiiabling  the  ConuuHiwealth  to  con- 
struct the  railway,  until  it  has  been  made. 
If  Western  Australia  and  South  Australia 
are  as  anxious  as  they  pretend  to  be  to 
have  the  line  made,  they  should  carry  out 
the  survey,  and  then  say  to  the  Federal 
Parliament,  "  Here  is  a  survey,  and  proper 
estimates.  We  know  what  the  line  will 
cost  to  construct,  and  we  offer  you  the  land 
through  which  it  will  pass."  They  are 
putting  the  cart  before  the  horse,  and  are 
asking  the  other  States  to  pay  for  a  w<vk 
which  they  should  do  themselves.  Al- 
though we  may  make  this  survey,  we  shall 
have  no  power  to  construct  the  line  until  the 
Parliaments  of  South  Australia  and  Wes- 
tern Australia  have  passed  enabling  mea- 
sures to  allow  of  its  construction.  There- 
fore we  may  be  throwing  our  mcHiey  away 
for  nothing.  I  protest  against  the'  carry- 
ing out  of  this  work  by  the  Commonwealth, 
and  I  shall  vote  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  CARPENTER  (Fremantle).— I  re- 
gret  that  the  first  speech  made  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Wilmot,  after  taking 
his     place    on     the    Opposition  cross 

bendies  

Mr.  Cakebon. — I  have  always  sat  in 
Opposition.    I  am  an  independent 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— At  any  rate,  I 
regret  that  the  first  speech  made  by  the 
honorable  member  since  I  have  be^  sitting 
on  the  same  side  as  he  is  is  so  unsympa- 
thetic towards  Western  Australia.  Since  I 
have  had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  this  Cham- 
ber I  have  felt  a  particular  sympathy  to- 
wards the  representatives  of  Tasmania,  be- 
cause that  State  is  situated  similarly  to 
Western  Australia,  though,  if  anything,  its 
isolation  is  more  complete,  and,  while  it 
is  possible  to  give  overland  commimication 
to  Western  Australia.  Tasmania  must  re- 
main for  ever  shut  off  from  the  mainland 
by  the  sea.  For  this  reason  I  regarded  it 
as  quite  proper  a  few  months  ago  for  the 
representatives  of  the  two  States  to  join 
hands  on  a  matter  in  which  they  were  mu- 
tually interested.  But  while  I  regret  that 
most  of  the  representatives  of  Tasmania  sre 
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opposed  to  the  present  proposal »  I  think 
that  it  would  not  be  hard  to  persuade  the 
Committee  that  the  charge  which  they  bring 
against  the  representatives  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia of  asking  for  a  special  concession 
would  lie  more  at  their  own  door,  since  the 
Commonwealth  is  paying  ^9,000  per  an- 
num to  subsidize  a  Tasmanian  mail  service, 
and  the  amount  is,  I  understand^  to  be  in- 
creased to  £\i,ooo. 

^Ir.  CAHEBON.~But  that  amount  is 
debited  to  Tasmania  al<»ie. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^Tasmania  does  not 
pay  the  whole  of  it. 

Sir.  Cameron. — Yes,  it  does.  Victoria 
did  pay  ;^i,ooo,  but  now  Tasmania  pays 
the  whole  sum. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— If  the  honorable 
member  can  produce  sufficient  evidence  of 
that,  I  shall  be  glad  to  accept  his  denial ; 
f>ut  at  the  present  time  I  understand  that 
Tasmania  does  not  pay  the  whole  of  that 
subsidy.  I  was  particularly  glad  to  have 
the  assurance  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Barker  in  reference  to  the  attitude  of  the 
people  of  South  Australia  with  regard  to 
this  proposal.  If  there  is  one  thing  which 
has  caused  me  pain  in  connexion  with  it, 
it  is  the  supposed  attitude  of  the  people  of 
that  State  towards  the  project.  I  had  the 
honour  to  be  a  member  of  the  South  Aus- 
tralian Parliament  when  this  subject  was 
first  discussed.  I  distinctly  remember  that 
when  the  draft  Constitution  Bill  was  before 
the  people  of  South  Australia,  two  very 
strong  arguments  were  used  by  its 
supporters  to  induce  the  people  of 
that  State  to  accept  it.  One  was 
that  South  Australia  would  be  able 
to  hand  over  to  the  Commonwealth 
the  Northern  Territory,  whose  administra- 
tion costs  ^100,000  a  year,  and  the  other 
was  that  they  would  thereby  obtain  railway 
communication  witTi  Western  Australia. 

Mr.  Glynn. — I  do  not  think  that  the  mak- 
ing of  the  pr(^x)5ed  railway  was  used  as  an 
argument  for  the  acceptance  of  the  draft 
Constitution,  though  the  opening  of  markets 
in  Western  Australia  and  elsewhere  was. 

Mr.  CARTENTER.— I  do  not  say  that 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  used 
the  railway  argument,  but  others  did,  and 
those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  Federal 
movement  know  that  there  was  a  distinct 
understanding  that  the  railway  should  be 
built  very  shortly  after  Federation.  The 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan  has  been 
criticised  for  not  having  had  that  ccMnpact 
put  into  the  Constitution ;  but  we  know  that 
one  of  his  characteristics  is  that  he  is  frank 


and  open,  and  trusts  people.  I  believe  that 
when  he  obtained  the  assurance  of  the  Pre- 
miers of  the  other  States  that  the  railway 
should  be  made,  he  was  content  to  abide 
by  it.  He  entered  into  an  honorable  agree- 
ment, and  I  am  not  going  to  say  that  the 
other  parties  to  that  agreement  will  not 
honorably  keep  it.  But  the  enthusiasm 
aroused  on  behalf  of  Federation  died  away, 
and,  as  a  natural  consequence,  a  reaction 
set  in,  which  in  South  Australia  took  the 
form  of  a  feeling  against  the  proposed 
railway,  because  it  had  been  suggested 
that,  instead  of  going  to  Port  Augusta,  it 
might  be  taken  right  across  to  Sydney. 

Sir  Langdon  Bonython. — Who  sug- 
gested that? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— I  do  not  say  that 
it  was  suggested  by  any  Government  offici- 
ally, but  it  was  suggested.  A  rumour  to 
that  effect  was  in  existence.  The  result 
was  that  a  feeling  of  antagonism  to  the  pro- 
posal grew  up  in  South  Australia.  I  have 
always  said  that  that  antag(mism  is  merely 
temporary,  and  when  I  visited  the  State  a 
fortnight  ago,  and  spoke  to  several  persons 
on  the  subject,  I  was  glad  to  find  that  the 
attitude  of  the  present  Premier  does  not 
represent  the  prevailing  views  cm  the  sub- 
ject. 

Sir  L.U4CDON  Bonython, — He  does  not 
oppose  the  proposed  survey. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— I  am  speaking  of 
the  larger  project — the  oxistruction  of  the 
line.  So  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  the  people 
of  South  Australia  are  not  averse  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  line.  They  do  not  suppose 
that  injury  will  result  to  their  State  from  its 
construction. 

Sir  Langi>on  Bonython. — ^They  wish  to 
have  that  proved. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— If  there  is  not 
sufficient  evidence  of  the  fact  already,  I  am 
convinced  that  further  inquiry  will  supply 
it.  I  cannot  understand  how  opposition 
to  the  project  grew  up  in  South  Australia. 
It  has  always  been  thought  that  that  StatJ 
would  be  the  chief  gainer  by  the  construc- 
tion of  the  line,  and  I  am  not  sure  that  that 
is  not  sa  At  any  rate,  the  Committee  can 
afford  to  treat  very  lightly,  indeed,  the  sup- 
posed antagonism  of  the  State  to  this  pro- 
ject. I  believe  that  when  we  come  to  face 
the  question  of  the  construction  of  the  line, 
it  will  have  no  more  ardent  supporters  than 
the  representatives  of  South  Australia. 

Sir  Langdon  Bonython. — When  it  has 
been  proved  that  it  will  be  a  reproductive 
work. 
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Mr.  CARPENTER.— If  South  Australia 
had  never  constructed  a  line  until  it  had 
been  proved  likely  to  be  reproductive,  her 
present  magnificent  railway  system  would 
not  exist.  While  I  was  a  member  of  the 
South  Australian  Parliament,  a  motion  was 
introduced  affirming  the  desirability  of  con- 
structing a  railway  from  Port  Augusta  to 
Tarcoola,  as  a  section  of  a  Transcontinental 
Railway,  but  as  the  State,  like  most  of  the 
other  States,  was  not  very  flush  of  money  at 
the  time,  it  was  said,  *'  Why  should  we 
spoid  money  in  making  a  section  of  a  great 
national  railway  which  the  Comroonwealtli 
intends  to  carry  out?"  The  feeling  that 
the  Federal  Government  would  one  day  con- 
struct the  line  did  more  than  anything  else 
to  prevent  the  motion  from  being  carried. 
The  honorable  member  for  Moira  last  night, 
referring  to  the  prtxnise  of  the  late  Premier 
of  Western  Australia,  Mr.  Walter  James,  to 
treat  the  Federal  GoTOrnment  very  liberally 
in  sharing  any  loss  that  might  accrue  from 
the  construction  and  working  of  the  line, 
said  that  it  had  not  been  repeated  by 
the  present  Premier,  and  that  we  did  not 
know  that  he  would  consider  himself  bound 
by  the  promise  of  his  predecessor. 

Mr,  Kennedy. — My  statement  related  to 
the  experience  through  which  we  are  at 
present  passing  with  the  Premier  of  South 
Australia. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— I  am  quite  pre- 
paied  to  grant  that,  in  view  of  the  faa 
that  in  some  cases  one  Premier  will  not 
keep  the  promise  made  by  his  predecessor, 
the  honorable  member's  criticism  was  j\Ss- 
tilled.  _  In  order  to  set  the  matter  at  rest 
I  decided,  after  consulting  with  some  of 
my  colleagues,  to  send  a  telegram  to  Mr. 
Daglish.  the  present  Premier  of  Western  i 
Australia,  pointing  out  that  we  were  open 
to  that  criticism.  I  have  rec«itly  received 
the  following  reply:-— 

I  have  wired  Hioverament  an  indorsement  of 
my  preaecesior'i  telegram  to  Mr.  Watson  re 
Trans-Australian  Railway. 

That,  I  hope,  will  remove  any  fear  that 
the  present  Government  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia does  not  fully  indorse  the  promise 
made  by  its  predecessors  in  office.  I  desire 
to  reply  to  some  of  the  statements  which 
have  been  made  with  regard  to  the  absence 
of  water  along  the  route  of  the  proposed 
line.  Several  quotations  have  been  made 
from  reports,  principallv  with  the  object  of 
showing  that  the  whole  of  the  country  be- 
tween Port  Augusta  and  Kalgoorlie  is  a 
waterless  waste.    Some  few  weeks  ago  I 


brought  under- die  notice  of  the  then  Prime 
Minister  a  report  that  had  been  received 
frcxn  Mr.  Muir,  a  gentleman  who  was  sent 
our  by  the  Western  Australian  Government 
to    examine    the    country     along  the 
proposed     route.     I  pointed    out  that 
in   addition   to   the  fact  that  3hlr.  3^Iuir 
stated    that    he    had    passed  through 
10,000,000  acres  of  good,  pastoral  counlr}, 
he  reported  that  he  had  put  down  two  arte- 
sion  bores.     One  had  struck  water  fit 
for  human  consomption,  whilst  the  odier 
was  yielding  70,000  gallons  daily  of  water 
suit^le  for  stock  purposes.   Therefore,  it 
is  only  fair  to  state  that  there  is  every  in- 
dication that  upon  further  prospecting  a 
supply  of  artesian  water  will  be  fomid, 
sufficient    to   enable   the   country  adja- 
cent to  the  proposed  line  to  be  profitably 
occupied  by  pastoralists.     At  present  we 
have  at  Kalgoorlie  an  abundant  supply  of 
fresh  water,  and  I  believe  that  water  could 
be  conveyed  by  gravitation  for  almost  any 
difltaiKe  along  tiw  proposed  railway.  There- 
fore, the  water  difficulty  is  not  a  \-ery  seri- 
ous one,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  it 
should  be  held  up  to  induce  honorable  mem- 
bers to  oppose  the  proposal  for  a  sur^-e}. 
The   suggestion    made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Newcastle  that  the  surveving 
party  should  partake  of  the  character  of  an 
expedition  for  the  purposes  of  general  in- 
quiry and  exploratim  must  commend  itself 
to  every  member  of  the  Committee.    I  be- 
lieve that  the  Western  Australian  Govern- 
ment would  be  only  too  glad  to  avail  them- 
selves of  an  opportunity  to  attadi  one  or 
two  good  prospectors  to  an  expedition  of 
that  kind.    The  trouble  hitherto   in  con- 
nexion with  prospecting  parties   has  been 
due  to  the  absence  of  some  responsible 
head,  and  I  am  sure  that  if  a  capable  man 
were  intrusted  with  the  control  of  the  sur- 
vey party,  the  money  devoted  to  prospecting 
woyld  be  well  spent.    I  shall  certainlv  Ay 
my  utinost  to  secure  the  adoption  of  the 
suggestion    of    the    honorable  member. 
We  know   that   for   200  miles   to  tfai; 
eastward    of    Kalgoorlie    the  country 
is   auriferous,   and   there  is   no  reason 
why     we     should     not    find  another 
Kalgoorlie,  near  the  eastern  border  of  the 
State.    If  we  should  discover  another  gold- 
field  of  that  description,  the  Commonwealth 
would  no  doubt  be  prepared  to  construrt 
the  proposed  line  almost  without  the  ask- 
ing.   I  think  that  it  is  due  to  the  honor- 
able Walter  James,  the  late  Premier  of 
Western  Australia,  who  has  thrown  himself 
into  this  movement  with  very  great  energy-. 
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and  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  very  much 
of  the  information  contained  in  the  pamph- 
let from  which  honorable  members  have  so 
extensively  quoted,  that  we  shoald  express 
our  thanks  to  him.  He  has  given  us  a  great 
deal  of  mlbnnatun  about  the  State,  and 
several  honc»raUe  members  have  assured  me 
that  they,  until  they  perused  the  pamphlet, 
had  no  true  idea  of  Western  Australia 
or  its  trade  possibilities.  I  mention  this  as  a 
matter  of  bare  justice.  Before  I  ccAiclude, 
may  I  say  that  the  people  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia have  never  doubted  that  the  Ccnmnon- 
wealth  Parliament  would,  sooner  or  later, 
construct  the  proposed  line.  They  have  been 
a  little  surprised  at  the  opposition — or  the 
supposed  opposition — of  South  Australia, 
but  I  believe  that  will  sfaortiy  be  removed. 
WhCT  die  first  stqp  is  taken,  as  I  believe  it 
will  be  shortly,  towards  the  carrying  out  of 
this  great  wcnrk,  the  people  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia will  begin  to  believe  that  the  Federa- 
ticm  which  they  were  induced  to  join  is, 
after  all,  going  to  prove  to  their  advantage. 
I  am  not  suggesting  that  they  joined  the 
Union  with  any  selfish  motive.  If  they  did 
so,  they  have  certainly  been  disappomted. 
The  Treasurer,  at  the  time  of  the  last  elec- 
tion, stated  that  so  far  as  Federation  had 
gone,  Western  Australia  had  not  derived 
one  pennywMth  benefit  from  it  I  do 
not  think  that  that  could  be  said  of  any 
Other  St^.  We  are  not  spetkin^  selfi^y 
when  we  ask  that  some  coosideratuMi  should 
be  extended  to  our  portion  of  the  Continent, 
and  that  some  evidence  should  be  afforded 
that  Federatitxi  will  bring  advantage  to 
those  who  need  it  most.  I  am  very  glad 
indeed  that  the  proposal  has  been  received 
in  such  a  friendly  spirit,  and  I  hope  that 
before  long,  not  only  will  the  survey  be 
cranpleted,  but  that  the  construction  01  the 
line  itself  will  also  be  commenced. 

Mr.  CAMERON  (Wilmot).— I  desire  to 
correct  a  mistake  made  bv  the  honbraUe 
member  for  Fremantle.  He  said  that  Tas- 
mania benefited  to  the  extent  of  £9,000 
per  annum  owing  to  the  other  States  pay- 
ing a  large  portion  of  the  cable  subsidy. 
I  interjected  at  the  time  that  his  statement 
was  incorrect  Had  the  statement  been 
true,  the  representatives  of  Tasmania  might 
have  been  regarded  as  taking  up  a  selfish 
attitude  in  opposing  the  proposed  survey. 
I  would  point  out,  however,  that  Tasmama 
has  always  had  to  bear  her  own  burdens. 
The  Estimates  for  1902-3  and  1904-5  show 
that  Tasmania  has  reodved  no  assistance 
from  the  other  States  in  regard  to  the  cable 
subsidy,  and  that  she  is  doited,  year  after 


^ear,  with  the  full  amount  of  her  liability 
m  that  regard. 

Mr.  Cabpenter. — My  figures  were  offi- 
cial. 

Sir  John  Quick. — That  is  for  the  book- 
keeping period. 

Mr.  CAMERON.— It  will  be  time 
enough  when  the  bookkeeping  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution  cease  to  operate 
to  talk  about  making  the  proposed  survey. 
Tasmania  has  not  received  any  assistance 
from  the  other  States,  and  so  long  as  she 
has  to  bear  her  own  burdens,  it  will  be 
grossly  unfair  to  ask  her  to  contribute 
towards  an  expenditure  such  as  that  now 
contemplated. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas).  — I  should 
like  to  explain  why,  at  the  present 
juncture,  at  all  events  I  am  forced  to 
vote  against  the  proposed  expenditure  of 
;^2o,ooo  upon  a  survey  for  the  propcsed 
rranscontinental  Railway.  I  ihink  that, 
if  we  agreed  to  spend  ^^20,000  or  j^30,ooo 
in  the  manner  described,  it  could  not  be 
said  that  there  had  not  been  some  recog- 
nition given  to  the  desire  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia. By  sanctioning  this  expenditure 
we  should  to  some  extent  prejudice 
our  judgment  as  to  whether  or  not 
the  railway  should  be  constructed. 
We  should  take  the  first  step  in 
the  directuxi  in  whidi  the  people  of  Western 
Australia  desire  us  to  proceed,  and  raise 
anticipations  that  might  operate  as  an  c^- 
stacle  to  the  exercise  of  a  free  choice  when 
we  were  called  upon  to  consider  the  claims 
of  the  railway  itself.  The  reports  whicli 
are  before  us  indicate  that  the  country 
through  which  the  line  would  pass  is  not  of 
such  a  character  as  to  raise  very  sanguine 
hopes  that  an  expenditure  of  several  mil- 
lions of  pounds  upon  a  railway  would  prove 
profitable.  When  I  first  entered  the  South 
Australian  Parliament,  in  1887,  I  received 
a  letter  fnxn  a  gentleman  who  bad  travelled 
over  a  oonuderable  portion  of  the 
country  that  would  be  traversed  by 
the  proposed  line.  As  there  was 
some  suggestitm  at  the  time  that  a 
railway  should  be  constructed  to  Eucla,  he 
asked  me  to  strongly  oppose  the  idea,  be- 
cause the  country  was  the  most  hopeless  that 
he  had  ever  passed  through,  although  he  had 
explored  a  considerable  portion  of  the  terri- 
tory lying  between  Pwt  Augusta  and  Kal- 
goorlie,  and  also  to  the  northward  towards 
Port  Darwin.  With  regard  to  the  pro- 
posal to  spend  ^^5,000, 000  upon  the  con- 
struction of  the  railway,  I  think  that  those 
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of  us  who  object  to  the  Commonwealth  bor- 
rowing ought  to  hesitate  befwe  we  encour- 
age the  idea  of  incurring  such  an  outlay. 
Suiely  there  is  not  the  slightest  hope  that, 
within  the  next  ten  or  fifteen  years,  this  Par- 
liament will  be  prepared  to  spend  such  a 
large  sum  of  mcaiey  upon  a  railway  which 
would  pass  over  i,ooo  miles  of  the  most 
hopeless  country  in  Australia.     We  have 
not  yet  decided  what  is  to  be  the  Austialiin 
standard  gauge.  No  doubt  we  should  adopt 
the  4ft.  8Jin.  gauge,  but  that  question  has 
not  yet  been  settled.     In  1888  or  1889,  I 
induced  the  South  Australian  Legislative 
Assembly  to  pass  a  motion  to  the  effect  that 
the  Governments  of  the  States  should  be  re- 
quested to  decide  uptxi  the  standard  gaujge 
to  be  adc^ted  for  the  Commonwealth.  Vic- 
toria was  then  disinclined  to  ccnne  to  any 
decision  upcMi  the  point,  because  she  did  noi 
wish  to  surrender  her  5ft  3in.  gauge.  New 
South  Wales  was  willing  that  the  matte 
should  be  considered  by  the  Railway  Com 
missioners,  but  Mr   Mathieson  did  not  see 
his  way  even  to  enter  into  a  conference  on 
the  subject.     I  do  not  think  that  we  should 
entertain  any  idea  of  constructing  1,100 
miles  of  railway  upcm  the  4ft.  S^in.  gauge 
until   we  know  that  that  gauge  is  to  be 
adopted  as  the  standard  for  all  Australia. 
It  would  be  just  as  well  if  the  Government 
took  this  matter  in  hand,  and  asked  the 
States  Governments  to  decide  at  once  upon  a 
standard  gauge,  so  that  any  railway  stock 
that  may  be  ordered  may  be  suitable  for  use 
when  a  uniform  gauge  is  established.  If  we 
agreed  to  the  propc^al  for  the  construction 
of  the  Transcontinental  Railway,  we  should 
have  to  establish  a  Department  of  Rail- 
ways.    The  new  line  would  be  controlled 
for  1,100  miles  by  the  Federal  Railwav  De- 
partment, whilst  portions  of  the  South  Aus- 
tralian secticois  would  be  controlled  by  the 
authorities  of  that  State,  and  the  line  from 
Fremantle  to  Kalgoorlie  would  be  under 
the  railway  authorities  of  Western  Australia. 
That  is  a  state  of  affairs  the  possibility  of 
which  we  should  contemplate.    It  seems  to 
me.  therefore,  that  we  might  wisely  defer 
projects  of  this  sort  until  it  has  been  de- 
cided that  the  Commonwealth  shall  take 
over  the  whole  of  the  railwavs.   Then  we 
shall  have  power  to  unify  their  gauges,  and 
to  oHisolidate  their  management  Reference 
has  been  made  to  the  correspondence  upon 
this  Question  which  passed  between  two  ex- 
Premiers  of  South  Australia,  namely,  the 
nresent  right  honorable  member  for  Ade- 
laide and  Mr.  Speaker,  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  Western  lAustralia.     I  certainly 
Mr.  Glynn. 


think  that  if  either  of  those  gentlemen  were 
Premier  of   South   Australia   to-day  be 
would  be  under  a  moral  obligation  to  sub- 
mit a  Bill  to  its  Parliament  with  a  view 
to  testing  its  feeling  up(»  the  question  of 
granting  permission  to  the  Conuwrnwealtb 
to  construct  the  suggested  line  thxou^ 
South  Australian  territory.   I  am  sorry  that 
that  undertaking  was  given,  but  I  know 
something  of  the  circumstances,  because  I 
had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  ct^espond- 
ence  which  passed  between  the  members  of 
the  Convention  and  several  prominent  pub- 
lic men  in  Western  Australia,  in  reference 
to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  To 
a  great  extent  I  had  charge  of  the  campaign 
in  Western  Australia  in  favour  of  the  adc^ 
tion  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  I 
know  that  some  Perth  people  openly  stated 
that,  under  Federation,  South  Australia 
would  never  consent  to  the  ccmstruction  of 
this  line.    I  am  also  aware  that  in  some 
quarters  there  a  strong  disinclination  ex- 
isted to  enter  the  Federal  unicm.  Indeed, 
the  Executive  of  the  day  was  disinclined 
even  to  submit  the  Bill  to  the  electors,  and 
there  was  a  strong  suspicion  at»oad  that 
this  bogey  regarding  the  disinclinatirai  of 
South  Australia  to  consent  to  the  Gonstmc- 
tion  of  the  suggested  line  was  being  held 
up  to  frigliten  the  electors  from  voting  in 
favour  of  union.   Several  letters  were  writ- 
ten to  me,  asking  me  to  test  the  opinion  of 
the  present  right  honorable  member  for  Ade- 
laide and  Mr.  Speaker  upon  the  pcHnt,  and 
to  ascertain  if  South  Australia  would  be 
likely  to  block  the  construction  of  the  line. 
The  right  honorable  member  for  Adelaide, 
Mr.  Speaker,   and  I,   having  tested  the 
feeling  of  the  people  of  that  State.  I  wrote 
some  leFfers,  wnlch  appeared  in  the  Western 
Australian  newspapers,  and  which,  I  be- 
lieve, had  the  effect  of  decreasing  the  oppo- 
sition— which  may  or  may  not  have  been 
genuine  —  evidenced   in   some  quarters 
against  the  Federal  Constitution.    We  are 
aware  that  there  was  a  strong  disinclination 
on  the  part  of  the  Western  Australian  Go- 
vernment to  accede  to  the  general  desire  of 
the  people  of  that  State,  and  to  the  almost 
unanimous  desire  of  the  residents  of  the 
goldfields,  that  the  question  of  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution  should  be  su^nitt^  to 
the  electors. 

Mr.  Mahon. — ^The  honoraUe  and  learned 
member  admits  that  Western  Australia  was 
lured  into  Federation  under  false  pretences. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— 1  do  not  believe  that 
Western  Australia  was  speaking  as  a  unit 
then.   I  know  that  scnne  of  her  public  men 
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stated  that,  onless  they  got  a  guarantee  fnxn 
South  Australia,  prior  to  the  adoption  of 
Uw  Constitution,  that  the  railway  would  be 
constructed,  it  would  probably  never  become 
a  reality.  It  was  asserted,  however,  that 
that  was  not  the  genuine  feeling  of  the 
people — that  there  was  no  anxiety  that  a 
guarantee  should  be  given. 

Mr.  Mahon. — It  is  a  pity  that  we  did 
not  get  the  guarantee,  all  the  same. 

Mr.  GLYNN. — Guarantee  or  no  guaran- 
tee, there  was  a  moral  obligation  on  the  part 
of  the  right  honorable  member  for  Ade- 
laide, and  upon  Mr.  Speaker,  to  see  that 
the  voice  of  South  Australia  was  expressed 
upon  the  point  by  its  Parliament.  I  do 
not  know  that  the  present  Premier  of  that 
State,  Mr.  Jenkins,  ought  not  to  test  the 
feeling  of  the  people  there  by  submitting 
a  Bill  to  the  State  Parliament.  But  there 
art:  difficulties  in  the  way,  and  I  will  tell 
the  honorable  member  for  Coolgardie  one 
lif  them. 

Mr.  Mahon. — The  Port  Darwin  railway. 

Mr.  GLYNN. — That  may  operate  as  an 
objection,  although  I  dn  not  think  that  it 
does.  Why,  I  ask',  did  we  insert  in  the 
Constitution  a  provision  setting  out  that  the 
construction  of  any  Transcontinental  Rail- 
way by  the  Cranmonwealth  should  be  sub- 
ject to  the  consent  of  the  States  through 
-which  it  would  pass? 

Mr.  Mahon. — That  provision  does  not 
apply  solely  to  the  construction  of  the 
transcontinental  line? 

Mr.  GLYNN. — It  was  inserted  to  enable 
a  State  to  say  "Yes"  or  "No"  to  the 
construction  of  a  line  along  a  route  which 
might  prejudicially  affect  its  interests.  That 
is  the  obstacle  which  presents  itself  to  our 
acquiring  the  consent  of  the  South  Austra- 
lian Parliament  to  the  constructicm  of  this 
line.  Naturally,  its  Legislature  desires  to 
know  the  exact  route  which  it  will  follow. 
Personalty,  if  I  had  the  opportunity,  I 
would  submft  a  Bill  asking  for  the  consent 
of  that  Parliament  to  the  construction  of 
the  line,  owing  to  the  inducements  which 
were  held  out  to  Western  Australia  by  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Adelaide  and 
Mr.  Spealcer,  when  they  filled  respec- 
tively the  position  of  Premier  of 
South  Australia.  Moreover,  if  the  will 
of  Australia  were  expressed  in  the 
C(Hnmonwealth  Parliament,  I  hold  that 
no  State  ought,  if  the  route  were  a  proper 
one,  to  dissent  "from  the  construction  of 
this  line.  It  is  possible  thaf  it  can 
be  built  even  witliout  the  consent  of  South 


Australia.  In  America,  inter-State  lines 
can  be  constructed  by  Congress  without  the 
consent  of  the  States.  It  ha&  been  held  by 
some  that  the  provision  in  our  Constitution 
merely  means  that  we  cannot  construct  a 
purely  State  line  without  the  consent  of 
the  State  interested ;  that  the  Common- 
wealth has  power  not  only  to  construct 
an  inter-State  line,  but,  with  the  consent 
of  the  State  concerned,  a  State  line.  That 
deducticm  is  based  upon  the  assumption  that 
eventually  the  construction  of  all  Imes  will 
be  vested  in  the  Commonwealth  Parliament. 
Ttiat  is  the  opinicm  expressed  by  Pro- 
fessor Harriscm  Moore,  in  his  work 
on  the  Constitution  of  Australia.  I 
know  that  our  power  in  this  respect 
is  doubtful,  but  I  do  not  for  a 
moment  assume  it  is  certain,  that 
we  could  not  construct  a  Transcon- 
tinental Railway  without  the  consent 
of  South  Australia,  especially  in  view  of 
the  opinion  of  such  an  eminent  jurist  as 
Professor  Harris<xi  Moore.  At  the  same 
time,  I  do  not  think  that  the  expenditure 
proposed  is  at  present  justifiable,  and  as 
it  may  be  construed  into  an  expression  of 
opinion  in  favour  of  the  line,  I  shall  cer- 
tainly oppose  it. 

Mr.  CONROY  (Werriwa).— I  trust  that  . 
this  motion  will  not  be  regarded  as  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
'posed  Transcemflinental  Rail'itray.  The 
whole  purpose  of  the  survey  is  to  obtain 
sufficient  data  to  enable  us  to  determine 
whether  or  not  the  line  should  be  con- 
structed. 

Mr.  Fowler. — In  the  experience  of  the 
honorable  and  learned  member,  does  a  rail- 
way invariably  follow  a  sur\'ey  ? 

Mr.  CONROY.— I  believe  that  in  New 
South  Wales  about  a  couple  of  thousand 
miles  have  been  surveyed,  across  which  no 
railwa\-s  are  ever  likelv  to  be  constructed. 
If  I  am  asked  to  deal  with  this  question 
from  economic  c(»isiderations  only,  I  should 
say  that  there  is  not  sufficient  evidence  be- 
fore me  to  enable  me  to  decide  whether  the 
proposed  railway  should  be  undertaken  or 
not.  The  motion  is  intended  to  assist 
hcmorable  members  to  arrive  at  an  impar- 
tial opini<xi  as  to  what  ought  to  be  done. 
But  I  will  go  further,  and  say  that  the 
expenditure  of  a  very  small  sum  of  mcHiey, 
such  as  is  proposed,  ought  cheerfully  to 
be  sanctioned,  when  we  refiect  that  by  our 
refusal  to  grant  it,  the  people  of  Western 
Australia  will  feel  they  are  not  receiving 
ihaX   coisideration   to   which   ti?ey  are 


4670      Kalgoorlie  Railway    [RE  FRESENTATIVES.]     Survey  Bill. 


entitled.  It  appears  that  before  they  joined 
the  Federation,  representations  were  made 
to  them  that  this  line  would  be  constructed. 
In  order  to  allay  any  feeling  of  irritation 
in  that  great  State,  we  ought,  there- 
fore, to  consent  to  the  expenditure  pro- 
posed. In  dealing  with  the  ques- 
tion of  a  Transcontinental  Railway,  I 
claim  that  we  ought  to  have  regard  to 
something  more  than  its  purely  eoHiomic 
aspect — we  should  regard  it  from  a  poli- 
tical and  moral  stand-point.  We  should 
view  it  politically,  as  bringing  the  States 
into  closer  relationship  with  one  another, 
and  morally  as  carrying  out  an  implied 
promise.  Although,  eoonoraically  speak- 
ing, it  might  be  shown  that  just 
at  present  the  construction  of  such 
a  line  would  not  be  warranted  by 
the  immediate  returns,  there  might  be 
other  advantages  which  would  accrue  from 
its  construction,  and  which  would  outweigh 
the  disadvantages.  At  the  present  time, 
bowev^,  we  are  merely  asked  to  vote  a  s\un 
of  mcHiey  to  enable  a  survey  of  this  line 
to  be  made.  When  we  are  called  upon  to 
determine  whether  or  not  the  railway  shall 
be  constructed,  we  shall  be  able  to  weigh 
the  economic  advantages  or  disadvantages 
which  would  accrue  from  such  an  under- 
taking, and  to  ocHisider  them  in  connexi(m 
with  the  political  gains  to  be  derived 
from  bringing  the  other  side  of  the  Con- 
tinent into  still  closer  communication  with 
the  eastern  States. 

Mr.  FOWLER  (Perth).— There  is  no 
doubt  that  a  good  deal  of  discussion  upon 
this  subject  has  been  somewhat  wide  of 
the  mark,  inasmuch  as  we  have  heard  con- 
sidaable  talk  relating  to  the  construction  of 
the  Transcontinental  Railway  rather  than  to 
tht:  immediate  survey  of  a  route.  At  the  same 
time,  I  recognise  that  we  cannot,  in  reason, 
entirely  exclude  from  a  debate  of  this  kind 
the  questicHi  of  the  advisability  or  otherwise 
of  constructing  the  suggested  railway.  I 
think  it  is  necessary  that  a  pnm6  facte  case 
should  be  establisKed  in  favour  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  line,  even  before  a  survey 
is  undertaken.  While  I  make  that  state- 
ment I  admit  that  a  survey  does  not  neces- 
sarily bind  this  Parliament  to  build 
the  railway.  We  have  heard  a  great 
deal  about  the  paucity  of  informatimi  re- 
garding this  proiect,  and  of  the  biased 
nature  of  the  information  which  has  been 
supplied  to  this  Parliament  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Western  Australia.  I  am 
quite  willing  to  admit  that  the  data  fur- 
nished may  not  have  been  as  ample  as  is 


necessary,  and  I  am  even  prepared  to  con- 
cede that  some  of  us  may  be  bused  in 
favour  of  this  project.  If  that  be  ao,  I 
contend  there  is  a  still  greater  neoeisity  for 

this  Parliament  to  satisfy  itself  by  an  im- 
partial inquiry  as  to  whether  the  statementt 
of  the  Western  Australian  reprecoitatives 
are  accurate  or  otherwise.  We  oould  not 
ask  this  Parliament  ^to  adopt  the  motim  if 
the  construction  of  the  railway  appeared 
up(H),  the  face  of  it  to  be  an  utterly  wild- 
cat scheme.  We  must  submit  stHoe  eridoice 
to  justify  the  expenditure  of  this  wooes. 
I  think  it  has  beoi  shown  that,  in  many  re- 
spects, Western  Australia  has  a  claim  upon 
the  Federal  Parliament  for  oonsideratian. 
I  do  not  say  that  she  has  any  claim  for 
special  consideration,  because  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  principle  upon  wfiich  we  [»o- 
pose  to  act  has  been  adopted  in 
some  of  the  legislation  which  we  have  al- 
ready passed.  It  is  said  that  the  live  ques- 
tion associated  with  the  Federal  cam|»igp 
throughout  Australia  was  the  cry  for  a 
White  Australia.  I  agree  with  that  view ; 
but,  in  making  Australia  white,  we  rendered 
a  remarkably  good  service  to  Queensland — 
a  service  which  the  State  itself  oould  not 
have  qarried  out  so  effectively.  Wctton 
Australia  is  in  this  position :  that  she  con- 
tended in  connexion  with  the  Federal  cam- 
paign, that  Federation  meant  to  \asi  not  so 
much  the  question  of  a  White  Australia  as 
the  question  of  an  Australia  of  anv  kind. 
Without  this  railway  there  is  no  Federatian 
in  any  true  sense  of  the  word  for  Western 
Australia.  She  is  isolated  from  the  rest 
of  the  Ctxnmonwealth  to  as  great  an  extent 
as  is  New  Zealand  at  the  present  time. 
Even  from  the  sentimental  connderatian. 
Western  Australia  is  entitled  to  plead  her 
cause  on  the  floor  of  this  Bbniae,  with  all 
the  earnestness  of  whidt  her  iqweseiitirtives 
are  capd>l& 

Sir  Langdon  Bonvthon.— Would  the 
honorable  member  support  the  ezpenditme 
of  ;£5i00o,ooo  on  a  sentimental  coondera- 
tion? 

Mr.  FOWLER.— Not  on  a  sentimental 
ctMisideration  alone,  but  I  oontend  diat  the 
sentimental  ctmsicieration  which  brc»^ 
Western  Australia  into  the  Federatian  is 
one  that  should  not  be  l^btly  ignored  bf 
the  Federal  Parliament  It  is  argued  tint 
the  proposed  railway  would  partknlariy 
benefit  the  western  State.  As  a  fepresenta* 
tive  of  the  capital  of  Western  Australia,  I 
say  without  hesitation  that  the  direct  effect 
of  the  ctNutmction  of  tlds  railway  on  the 
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business  interests  of  my  electorate  would  be 
decidedly  injurious.   Theze  are  large  num- 
bers oi  perstms  in  Perth  and  f'remantle, 
ocxisisting  chiefly  of  business  people,  who 
do  not  desire  the  railway.     They  enjoy 
a  very  pleasant  monopoly  of  the  trade  of 
the  gold-fields,  all  of  which  has  to  pass 
through  their  hands,  and  they  realize  that 
if  the  Transcontinental  Railway  were  con- 
structed,  a  material  part  of  that  trade 
would  pass  into  the  hands  of  merchants  in 
the  eastern  States,  and  particularly  of  South 
Australia.    To  the  gold-fields,  the  rail- 
way would  undoubtedly  be  an  advantage, 
because  the  present  roundabout  journey 
which  has  to  be  covered  by  goods  and  pas- 
sengers would  thus  be  rendered  unneces- 
sary.     We  are  told  that  few  passengers 
would  travel  by  the  overland  route.  I 
take  it  that  nearly  every  person  who  wished 
to  go  to  the  eastern  States  from  the  gold- 
fields  of  Western  Australia    would  un- 
doubtedly ttfevel  by  the  direct  overland 
route,  beirause  the  total  expenditure  so  in- 
curred would  be  less  than  that  to  which 
those  who  use  the  existing  roundabout 
means  of  communication  are  put   Time  is 
wasted  on  the  sea  route,  and  hotel  and 
other  expenses  are  incurred  that  would  be 
avoided  by  travelling  on  the  Transaxiti- 
nental  line. 

-  Mr.  Page. — If  that  be  so,  the  steamers 
engaging  in  the  trade  between  Fremantle 
and  the  eastern  States  will  reduce  their 
fares. 

Mr.  FOWLER.— It  is  very  necessary  that 
they,  should  do  so,  because  they  are  much 
higher  than  they  should  be.  If  the  railwav 
brings  rates  down  to  a  normal  level,  it  will 
even  in  that  respect  do  some  good.  I  lis- 
tened with  some  surprise  to  the  speech 
made  by  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Angas.  I  am  unable  to  follow  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  in  the  at- 
titude wluch  he  talces  up.  He  wishes  us  to 
understand  that  in  some  way  or  other, 
South  Australia,  while  interested  in  the 
scheme,  is  yet  afraid  to  touch  it.  It  is  to 
be  regretted  that  this  attitude  of  hesita- 
tion on  the  part  of  that  State  was  so  care- 
fully concealed  from  Western  Australia 
when  she  was  being  urged  to  enter  the  Fed- 
eratimi.  We  had  the  most  earnest  promises 
of  support  and  sympathy  from  the  states- 
men and  the  leading  newspapers  in  South 
Australia,  and,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  leam,  not  one  warning  voice  was  raised, 
as  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Angas  to-night  suggested,  with  regard  to  ' 


the  hesitation  of  South  Australia  to  sanc- 
tion the  construction  of  this  railway. 

Sir  Lang  DON  Bonython. — But  the  line 
then  was  to  be  on  the  3ft.  6in.  gauge,  and 
it  was  never  proposed  to  take  it  to  Svdney. 

Mr.  FOWLER.—Tbere  were  no  definite 
proposals  then  any  more  than  there  are  at 
the  present  time;  the  wish  was  that  the 
Federal  Parliament  should  consider,  as  soon 
as  possible,  the  construction  of  the  line. 
The  particular  route  to  be  traversed  was 
to  be  left  in  abeyance  until  the  Parliament 
actually  dealt  with  the  subject.  I  do  not  know 
of  any  dil&:ulty  which  arose  in  regard  to  de- 
tails, or  that  they  were  considered  at  a  time 
probably  so  remote  from  the  date  when  the 
railway  would  be  constructed.  I  speak  as  one 
having  same  knowledge  of  the  relations  of 
South  Australia  with  Western  Australia  at 
the  time  of  the  Federal  campaign.    I  took 
a  considerable  share  in  the  whole  of  that 
prolonged  and  arduous  struggle  in  the  wes- 
tern State,  and  towards  the  close  of  it  was 
secretary   for  the   Federal  Executive  of 
Western  Australia;  but  it  amies  to  me  as 
a  surprise  to  hear  the  honorable  and  learned 
memtier  for  Angas  referring  to  difficulties 
which  were  never  suggested  to  those  inter- 
ested in  the  Federal  (^mpaign  in  Western 
Australia.  We  have  heard,  on  several  occa- 
sions, of  the  attitude  which  was  taken  up 
bv  the  right  h(Hiorable  member  for  Ade- 
laide.    Time  and  again  he  sent  Western 
Australia  the  most  emphatic  messages  indi- 
cating his  enthusiastic  support  of  the  pro- 
posal now  before  us;  but  I  do  not  intend 
to  read  those  messages.     Then  again,  we 
have  the  position  taken  up  bv  Mr.  Speaker, 
who  was  then  Premier  of  South  Australia, 
and  who.  in  a  letter  with  which  I  think  most 
honorable    monbers    are    now  familiar, 
pledged  the  Government  of  that  State  to 
undertf^  die  introduction  of  the  necessary 
legislation  to  enable  the  railway  to  be  con- 
structed by  the  Federal  Parliament.  In 
addition  to  that,  Senator  Symon,    in  a 
letter  addressed  to  the  Hon.  Walter  James, 
on  27th  June,  1900,  and  published  in  the 
Western  Australian  press,  wrote  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

Federation  must  inevitably  give  to  Western 
Australia  at  a  very  early  date  the  Transcontinen- 
tal  Railwav  line  upon  which  your  and  our  hearts 
are  set.  That  will  be  one  outward  and  visible 
link  to  join  Western  Australia  with  the  rest  of 
the  Federating  Colooiet.  In  mv  belief,  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  Commonwealth  'Bill  hy  Western 
Australia  will  mean  the  ipeedy  inauguration  of 
that  work. 

In  glancing,  almost  at  random,  over  the 
files  of  South  Australian  newspapers,  I 
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have  come  across  some  interesting  state- 
ments. In  the  South  Australian  Register, 
of  20th  February,  1889,  we  find  the  follow- 
ing comment  on  the  action  of  Sir  John  For- 
rest, in  holding  out  railway  communication 
with  the  eastern  States  as  an  inducement  to 
the  western  State  to  enter  the  Federaticm — 

Secular  commuaicatioo  by  rail  is  an  indis- 
pensable condition  of  complete  federation,  and 
this  is  one  of  the  reasons  which  make  it  important 
that  the  whole  Continent,  and  not  a  part  of  it, 
should  be,  from  the  first,  included  in  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

I  have  also  an  extract  from  an  article  pub- 
lished in  the  Adelaide  Advertiser  on  2nd 
August,  1900,  immediately  after  the  trium- 
phant vote  cast  in  favour  of  Federation  by 
the  people  of  Western  Australia.  In  com- 
menting on  that  vote  the  Advertiser  wrote — 

We  have  been  unable  to  deny  the  justice  of 
objections  to  some  provisions  of  the  national 
charter  that  particularly  afTect  our  neighbour 
on  the  West.  .  .  .  The  omission  of  any  defi- 
nite pledge  of  a  transcoBtineotal  railway  con- 
necting east  and  west  has  been  undoubtedly  a 
trial  of  faith.  The  Commonwealth  is,  in  duty 
bound,  to  reward  the  confidence  displayed  in  its 
sense  of  justice  by  according  to  Western  Aus- 
tralia considerate,  and  even  generous,  treatment, 
and  so  shaping  its  policy  as  to  justify  abundantly 
her  people  s  patriotic  caoice. 

In  view  of  these  and  a  great  many  other 
public  utterances  and  press  statements,  I  fail 
to  understand  the  attitude  of  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Angas,  who  now 
declares  that  there  was  some  considerable 
hesitation  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  which 
he  is  a  representative,  and  that  some  warning 
of  it  was  given  to  Western  Australia.  Had 
that  been  so,  I  am  perfectly  certain  that 
Western  Australia  would  not  have  been  in 
such  a  hurry  to  enter  the  Federation.  As 
I  have  .ilready  said,  the  one  material  factor 
was  the  promised  construction  of  this 
railway,  enabling  the  sentimental  con- 
sideration to  which  I  have  referred  to 
take  practical  form.  We  have  been  asked 
why  Western  Australia  does  not  build  this 
railway  for  herself,  seeing  that  she  is  so 
anxious  to  have  it  constructed.  I  wonder 
if  the  honorable  member,  who  put  that 
question,  meant  that  Western  Australia 
should  run  a  line  of  railway  into  the  middle 
of  the  desert,  and  leave  it  there ;  or  did  he 
think  that,  notwithstanding  its  present  atti- 
tude, we  were  likely  to  obtain  the  permission 
of  South  Australia  to  run  a  railway  in  our 
nwn  particular  wav  through  its  teniIor\'? 
The  suggestitm  that  Western  Australia 
should  construct  this  line  is  absurd,  and  need 
scarcely  be  argued.  This  scheme  will  be  of 
some  benefit, to  Western  Australia,  but  it  will 
Mr.  F owler. 


be  equally  beneficial  to  the  eastern  States. 
I  do  not  know  of  any  State  that 
will  not '  reap  soaxt  advantage  in 
the  matter  of  ccnnmunicaticHi  with  Europe. 
It  will  be  of  advantage  to  the  people  of 
Sy(hey  to  Rave  their  letters  going  back- 
wards and  forwards  at  several  days'  less 
interval  than  at  present.  Queensland  will 
obtain  a  similar  advantage. 

Mr.  Tudor. — ^The  saving  would  not  be 
as  much  as  two  days. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — If  the  object  is  to  save 
time  in  the  conveyance  of  letters  to  Eurcqi^ 
the  line  should  go  north. 

Mr.  FOWLER.— A  much  quicker  de- 
livery could  be  given  along  the  proposed 
route  than  along  any  other  route  whidi  it 
possible  at  the  present  time.  A  portion  of 
a  report  by  Kiajor-General  Button  was  read 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Moira,  txit  he 
omitted  what  to  my  mind  was  the  most 
important  part  of  it,  and  made  it  appear 
that  the  General  Officer  Coounanding  is 
unfavourable  to  the  proposal.  This  is  what 
Major-General  Hutton  wrote— 

The  contemplated  extension  of  railway  com- 
munication between  Kalgoorlie  in  \Vest  Ao^ 
tralia  and  Port  Augusta  in  Soutli  Australia  is, 
from  a  strategical  and  military  point  of  view,  of 
unquestionable  value.  The  isolation  of  Westere 
Australia  without  direct  land  communication  with 
the  other  five  States  of  Australia  will,  in  time 
of  war,  cause  a  general  feeling  of  insecurity. 
Under  the  existing  circumstances,  Western  Aus- 
tralia, for  purposes  of  co-operative-  military  as- 
sistance from  the  other  States,  is  as  far  distant 
from  direct  means  of  reinforcement  as  New  Zea- 
land is  from  the  Eastern  States  of  Australia. 

In  order,  however,  to  correctly  view  the  present 
construction  of  the  railway  in  question  as  an  im- 
portant factor  in  the  defence  of  the  Common- 
wealth it  will  be  well  to  consider  the  special  im- 
portance of  Western  Australia  in  the  eyes  of 
foreign  powers,  and  the  description  of  attack  to 
which  Australia  is  subject,  and  to  meet  whick 
intercommunication  between  the  States  by  land 
must  be  regarded  as  of  paramount  value. 

The  potential  wealth  of  the  gold-fields  and  the 
vast  extent  of  valuable  and  unoccupied  land  in 
the  territories  of  Western  Australia  render  the 
acquisition  of  that  portion  of  the  Australian  Con- 
tinent a  most  valuable  prize  to  foreign  nations. 

A  week  or  two  ago  I  received  fiom  Western 
Australia  a  newspaper,  containing  an  article 
with  the  somewhat  sensatitmal  heading — 

Spying  out  the  land.  Foreigners  in  Australia. 
The  writer  shows  what  has  been  happening 
in  Western  Australia,  because  of  the  free 
and  easy  British  way  in  which  foreigners 
are  allowed  to  look  about,  and  to  do  as  they 
like,  so  long  as  they  db  not  break  the  laws 
of  the  country- 
Two  years  ago  a  German  war  vessel  came  here. 
The  officers  were  shown  everything,  but  the  in. 
formation  thej  were  giTcn  was  not  ewnigh,  m 
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they  fouf^bt  it  themselves.  Every  day  that  cruiser 
was  at  l^remantle  boat  parties  were  sent  out  ex- 
ploring. One  day  they  "did"  the  coast  as  far 
as  Rockingham,  examining  the  beach  carefuUyi 
observing  suitable  landing  places,  taking  bear- 
ings, soundings,  and  spying  out  the  land  generally. 
Next  day  the  coast-line  in  the  opposite  direction 
was  surveyed,  and,  to  cap  all,  tJiey  then  came 
into  the  awan  River,  and  were  seen  by  dozens 
of  people.  One  of  these,  an  official  high  up 
in  the  Lands  Department,  actually  saw  them  in 
Freshwater  Bay  taking  bearings,  sounding  the 
channel,  and  sketching  the  river  and  the  surround- 
iD^  country.  Nothing  was  said,  and  they  departed 
with  sufficient  detailed  information  to  be  worked 
into  useful  war  maps  in  Berlin 

Sir  Langdon  fioNVTHON. — Could  they 
not  buy  charts  which  would  contain  all  that 
infonnation  ? 

Mr.  FOWLER.— No,  I  do  not  think  that 
it  is  available.  The  writer  also  mentioned  ' 
the  fact  that  two  gentlemen  have  lately 
visited  Western  Australia,  inquiring  into 
our  methods  of  land  settlemait  and  agri- 
culture, and  that  they  were  discovered  by 
the  c^&cers  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture to  have  very  little  knowledge  of  the 
subject  on  which  they  professed  to  be  ex- 
perts, and  were  regarded  by  those  with 
whom  they  came  into  cmitact  as  gentlemen 
who  had  scmie  other  important  business  on 
hand,  which  was  to  inquire  into  the  re- 
sources of  the  country,  and  to  make  them- 
selves acquainted  with  the  oxiditions  to 
be  met  with  by  an  invading  force.  Those 
statements  indicate  the  importance  of  Wes- 
tern Australia  to  the  Conmcmwealth  from 
a  defence  point  of  view.  That  State  has 
the  largest  production  of  gold,  and  its  ter- 
ritory comprises  one-third  of  the  whole  con- 
tinent. It  is  capable  of  supporting  a  tre- 
mendous population,  and  every  month  more 
land  which  is  suitable  for  occupaticHi  is 
being  discovered.  During  the  last  year  or 
80  millions  of  acres  simitar  in  character  to 
the  Darling  Downs  have  been  found  in  the 
north-west,  in  what  was  alleged  to  be  desert 
country,  and  although  much  of  Western 
Australia  is  regarded  by  some  people  as 
worthless,  envious  eyes  are  being  cast  upon 
it  by  foreign  Powers.  In  conclusion,  I 
would  say  that  no  honorable  member  who 
votes  for  a  survey  of  the  line  need  think 
that  the  people  of  Western  Australia  will 
regard  him  as  pledged  to  vote  for  its  con- 
struction. All  we  want  this  Parliament  to 
do  is  to  inquire  carefully  into  the  whole 
question.  We  admit  that  more  inquiry  is 
necessary,  and  if  that  inquiry  turns  out  un- 
favorable, we  shall  be  satisfied  to  wait  until 
drcumstances  justify  the  carrying  out  of  the 
work.  It  is  remarkable,  however,  that 
nearly  every  honwable  member  who  has 


visited  Western  Australia  recc^ises  the  need 
for  this  railway.  We  had  several  visitorsthere 
sane  time  ago,  all  of  whom  said  that  they 
had  not  before  even  imagined  tiie  poten< 
tialities  of  the  State  to  be  what  they  are. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  motion  is  likely  to 
be  defeated,  but  if  it  is,  we  shall  only  have 
to  induce  a  few  more  honorable  members  to 
visit  the  State  in  order  to  secure  later  on 
an  overwhelming  majority.  In  spite  of 
some  display  of  provincialism,  I  hope  that, 
the  true  Feideral  spirit,  w4iich  has  been  so 
much  in  evidence  in  this  Parliament,  will 
to-night  operate  in  a  way  which  will  gladden 
the  hearts  of  the  people  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia, and  encourage  them  to  rem^n  faith- 
ful to  the  Federation  which  they  entered  in 
the  hope  that  their  interest  would  be  safe- 
guarded. That  hope  I,  for  one,  continue 
to  entertain. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS  (Franklin).— I  am 
'  sorry  that  X  cannot  support  the  motion,  be- 
cause I  know  how  earnest  the  representa- 
tives of  Western  Australia  are  in  regard 
to  this  matter,  and  I  have  a  great  deal  of 
sympathy  with  them.  But  I  agree  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Bass  that  t4ie  proper 
course  for  Western  Australia  to  take  is  to 
make  this  survey,  and,  having  proved  that 
the  line  can  be  ccmstructed,  that  it  would 
pass  through  good  land,  and  that  a  rail- 
way, if  made,  would  pay  something  like 
working  expenses  and  interest  on  cost  of 
construction,  they  would  be  able  to  present 
a  much  better  case  to  the  House.  No 
doubt  the  people  of  Western  Australia  ftave 
to  some  extent  been  misled  in  regard  to 
this  matter,  though  not  by  the  Federal 
authorities.  If  the  Federal  Parliament  sets 
itself  to  carry  into  effect  all  the  fairy  tales 
which  were  told  in  the  States  in  support  of 
Federation  prior  to  the  referendum  being 
taken,  it  will  have  a  very  extensive  order  to 
fill.  In  Tasmania  all  sorts  of  ridiculous 
statnnents  were  made  as  to  the  results  of 
Federation. 

Sir  John  Fokrest. — The  Commonwealth 
has  to  pay  for  an  improved  steamship  com- 
munication  with  Tasmania. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  am  reminded 
by  the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan 
that  the  Federal  Government,  by  giving  a 
larger  mail  subsidy,  has  improved  the  com- 
munication between  Melbourne  and  Tas- 
mania ;  but  I.  for  one.  never  advocated  the 
granting  of  that  subsidy,  nor  am  I  prepared 
to  say  that  I  would  have  advocated  it  had 
I  been  a  member  of  t4iis  House  when  it  was 
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proposed.  Most  of  the  States  are  at  pre- 
sent financially  embarrassed,  and  some  of 
the  States  Parliaments  are  imposing  heavy 
direct  tazaticm  to  make  up  the  balance  lost 
to  the  State  Treasurers  through  Federation. 
This  is,  therefore,  not  the  time  to  ask 
States  which  have  made  great  sacrifices  for 
Federation,  to  pay  for  a  railway  from  which 
they  will  get  no  direct  benefit.  To  my 
mind,  the  matter  is  purely  a  State  one,  and, 
seeing  that  the  main  arteries  of  communi- 
cation in  Queensland,  New  South  Wales, 
Victoria,  and  a  great  part  of  South  Austra- 
lia have  been  constructed  at  the  expense  ] 
of  the  States  otHicemed,  it  would  be  absurd  i 
to  dove-tail  in  a  small  length  of  Common- 
wealth line. 

Sir  John  Foksest. — Not  a  small  length. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— The  length  is  far 
too  big.  I  believe  that  the  proposed  rail- 
way would  confer  enormous  advantage  upon 
Western  Australia  and  South  Australia, 
and  as  Tasmania,  Queensland,  New 
South  Wales,  and  Victoria  have  built 
their  railways  out  of  State  funds, 
Western  Australia  and  Soi^  Australia 
oug^t  to  accept  the  responsibility 
of  building  their  own.  If  members  like 
myself,  who  do  not  intend  to  vote  for  the 
construction  of  the  railway,  consented  to 
the  survey,  wd  should  mislead  the  people  of 
the  Western  State,  and  perhaps  lead  people 
to  purchase  land  al<mg  the  proposed  route. 
If  we  do  not  intend  to  construct  the  railway, 
the  money  spent  upon  the  survey  will  be 
practically  thrown  away.  We  have  no 
money  to'spare  for  such  a  purpose  at  pre- 
sent. I  believe  that  at  the  end  of  the  current 
financial  year  the  States  will  receive  very 
little  more  than  the  amtHint  which  we  are 
compelled  under  the  Constitution  to  return 
to  them.  When  once  we  reach  the  end  of 
our  tether,  so  far  as  the  money  available 
out  of  the  Customs  revenue  is  omcerned, 
we  shall  have  to  face  the  imposition  of 
direct  taxation  upcHi  the  people  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  I  am  not  prepared  to  con- 
sider  any  such  proposals  at  present.  I 
hope,  further,  that  the  Commonwealth  will 
not  be  under  the  necessity  of  entering  upon 
a  policy  of  borrowing  for  many  years  to 
come.  I  should  not  be  willing  to  borrow 
money,  except  for  some  very  urgent  and 
essential  work,  from  which  the  Common- 
wealth would  receive  a  very  large  direct 
or  indirect  benefit.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  regret  that  I  shall  have  to  vote 
against  the  proposal.  > 


Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney— Minister  of 
External  Affairs), — I  think  that  the  subject 
has  now  been  pretty  well  discussed  fracn 
both  points  of  view.  The  honorable  mem- 
bers representing  Western  Australia,  whilst 
they  have  naturally  shown  a  ^;reat  deal  of 
earnestness  in  addressing  their  arguments 
to  the  Committee,  have  adduced  very 
weighty  reasons  why  we  diould  accept 
this  proposal.  I  have  so  often  expressed 
my  \'iews  in  favour  of  this  project 
that  I  do  not  propose  to  detain  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  present  occasion.  I  simply 
wish  to  say  that,  although  I  have  taken 
i  up  this  Bill  as  the  third  in  the  line  of  suc- 
cession, I  have  done  so  with  the  sincere  de- 
sire to  see  this  wcx'k  beccxne  an  acoom- 
plished  fact.  Of  course,  we  must  not 
disguise  from  ourselves  the  obvious  truth 
that  a  number  of  hcxiorable  membexs  who 
are  voting  with  us  oa  this  occasion,  re- 
serve to  themselves  the  tight  to  renew 
their  positi(m  if  the  result  of  this  survey 
is  discouraging  to  the  project.  I  think 
that  no  honorable  member  can  quarrel 
with  them  for  taking  up  that  attitude,  be- 
cause it  is  a  perfectly  fair  one  to  assume. 
I  hope  that  this  preliminary  step  will  be 
taken,  and  I  think  that  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  value  in  the  suggestion  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Newcastle  that  this 
survey  should  be  the  occasion  also  for 
some  geological  inquiry,  and  some  sort  of 
prospecting  as  to  ^e  nuDeral  re- 
sources of  the  enonnous  tract  oi 
country  affected.  We  know  that,  while 
it  is  not  very  diSkult  to  di9C0\'«r  whether 
or  not  soil  is  suitable  for  agriculture,  the 
richest  discoveries  of  mineral  wealth  have 
been  made  in  the  most  unlovely  and  most 
unpranising  localities.  We  have  many 
instances  of  that.  We  need  only  remem- 
ber such  mines  as  those  at  Broken  Hill  and 
White  Cliffs  in  New  South  Wales,  and 
also  scxne  of  the  mines  m  IVestem  Austra- 
lia. In  the  most  barren  wastes  may  lurk 
untdd  wealth,  and  this  piercing  of  the 
Continent,  eveh  by  means  of  a  survey,  may 
lead  to  the  most  valuable  discoveries,  and 
bring  to  the  ConmuHiwealth  a  very  large 
return.  To  my  mind,  one  of  the  most 
pleasant  features  of  this  prc^xxal  is  that 
it  is  at  least  an  attempt  to  make  some  sort 
of  rendition  of  what  was  an  absc^utely 
certain  tmderstanding — so  far  as  the  men 
in  authority  in  that  day  could  enter 
into  one.  My  friend,  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan,  pr»sed  this 
matter  upwi  the  Premiers,  and  be 
might  have  pressed  it  upcm  tbein  modi 
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more  pointedly  than  he  did.  He  might  easily, 
I  believe,  have  made  the  construction  of  the 
railway  a  condition  of  the  attachment  of 
Western  Australia  to  the  Federal  union.  But 
instead  of  that,  4ie  trusted  to  assurances 
which,  I  confess,  do  not  bind  honorable 
members  here.  I  should  be  very  sorry  to 
say  that  they  did  bind  honorable  members, 
except  to  the  extent  that  the  men  in  autho- 
rity who  represented  the  States  became 
paities  to  a  great  national  compact  such 
as  this  undoubtedly  is.  I  think  every  hon- 
orable member  desires,  so  far  as  he  con- 
scientiously can,  to  give  effect  to  such  an 
understanding. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — Every  honorable  mem- 
ber should  adhere  to  his  own  polic}',  any- 
how. 

Mr,  REID. — I  have  always  felt,  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter,  a  very  strong  obligation. 
As  I  say,  it  must  not  be  pushed  too  far. 
As  the  honorable  member  for  Barker  has 
said,  we  cannot  spend  millions  upcm  senti- 
ment ;  but  I  base  my  support  of  this  project 
upon  the  practical  ground  that  I  believe 
it  will  turn  out  to  be  a  really  great,  useful, 
national  work.  As  the  honorable  member 
for  Fremantle  has  suggested,  I  received  a 
very  short  time  ago  a  telegram  from  the 
Premier  of  Western  Australia,  which  con- 
firms the  statement  made  by  his  predeces- 
sor in  the  telegram  of  the  i8th  May  last, 
to  the  effect  that  Western  Australia  will  be 
prepared'  for  ten  years  after  the  line  is 
constructed  to  bear  its  share  of  any  loss  in 
excess  of  the  contribution  that  would  be 
due  from  that  S^ite  upon  a  population 
basis.  Therefore,  the  present  Premier  of 
Western  Australia  continues  the  undertak- 
ing that  was  given  by  his  predecessor,  and 
I  think  that  we  must  all  admit  that  the 
great  and  progressive  populati<m  over  in 
Western  Australia  have  shown  a  desire  to 
back  their  opinkms  by  making  a  consider- 
able sacrifice.  Under  these  circumstances, 
I  sincerely  trust  that  the  Committee  will 
agree  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir).—!  expected 
that  the  Prime  Minister  would  give  us 
some  outline  of  the  promises  that  were  made 
by  himself  and  others  at  the  Federal  Con- 
ventions, and  during  the  Federal  cam- 
paiga  The  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan  states  that  he  was  clearly  given  to 
understand  by  the  Premiers  of  the  other 
States  that  if  Western  Australia  consented 
to  enter  the  Federation  the  Transconti- 
nental Railway  line  would  be  constructed. 
The  Prime  Minister  has  indicated  that 
s(xne  promise  of  that  kind  was  given,  and 


that  he  feels  under  an  obligation  to  carry 
it  out.  The  debate  has  indicated  to  me 
that  the  anti-Billites  did  not  overstate  the 
case  when  they  represented  that  the  Fed- 
eral movement  was  bein^  engineered  by  a 
few  men  who  were  running  it  upon  a  sys- 
tem of  barter;  that  each  State  was  being 
invited  to  ccxne  into  the  Federation,  not  in 
any  broad  spirit  of  union  or  brotherhood, 
but  with  a  view  to  derive  some  special 
benefit  that  was  promised  by  those  who 
were  at  the  head  of  the  movement.  The 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan  has  in- 
dicated how  strongly  he  was  impressed  by 
the  promises  then  made,  and  he  stated  that 
if  an  undertaking  had  not  been  given  that 
the  proposed  railway  would  be  built.  West- 
em  Australia  would  never  have  entered 
the  Union.  Now  the  Prime  Minister  tells 
us  that  if  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan  had  desired  the  Premiers  of  the  other 
States  to  enter  into  a  distinct  ccmpact,  they 
would  probably  have  acceded  to  his 
request.  I  quite  believe  that  they'  would 
have  gone  to  any  length  in  order  to  bring 
about  the  Federation,  that  they  would  have 
given  Western  Australia  all  that  she  de- 
sired, and  that  they  would  have  proceeded 
even  further  than  they  did,  in  order  to  meet 
any  objections  on  the  part  of  Queensland. 

Sir  Langdon  Bonvthon. — The  South 
Australian  promise  was  made  subject  to 
the  approval  of  Parliament 

Mr.  Mahon. — -There  was  not  a  word 
about  that  in  the  communications  sent  by  Sir 
Frederick  Holder  and  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Adelaide. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  right  honorable 
member  for  Adelaide  has  been  represented 
as  having  pleaded  with  Western  Austra- 
lia to  join  the  Federation,  and  as  having 
given  a  distinct  assurance  that  the  railway 
would  be  built.  It  is  also  alleged  that  the 
Prime  :^Iinister  made  a  promise  of  a  simi- 
lar character.  It  would  probably  be  diffi- 
cult to  ascertain  how  many  persons  were 
out  with  fishing  lines  endeavouring  to  hook 
Western  Australia  into  the  Federation.  No 
doubt  the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan 
would  require  a  very  distinct  prcHnise 
upon  the  subject,  and  he  has  stated  that 
if  the  proposed  railway  is  not  built,  West- 
ern Australia  will  reconsider  its  position  so 
far  as  the  Commonwealth  is  concerned. 
Personally,  I  think  that  that  State  is  de- 
riving more  benefits  from  Federation  than 
were  ever  anticipated  by  the  strongest  ad- 
\'ocates  of  the  movement.  I  listened  very 
carefully  to  the  right  hcmorable  member 
for  Swan,  whan  I  regard  as  a  good  judges 
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of  country,  but  he  failed  to  give  us  any 
assurance  that  the  territory  through  which 
the  line  would  pass  would  be  of  a  character 
calculated  to  provide  traffic  for  a  railway, 
or  likely  to  prove  capable  of  any  appre- 
ciable development.  Certainly,  there  is 
no  prospect  of  the  railway  paying  the  in- 
terest on  the  cost  of  its  construction.  Fur- 
thermore, we  have  no  information  as  to  the 
extent  to  which  water  will  be  avail- 
able along  the  proposed  route. 
I  have  listened  to  the  debate  very  atten- 
tively, and  I  unhesitatingly  affirm  that  no 
representative  of  Western  Australia  has  sub- 
mitted any  evidence  to  show  that  the  coun- 
try through  which  the  projected  line  would 
pass  possesses  any  productive  value.  No 
attempt  has  been  made  to  prove  that  if  pos- 
sesses a  reasonable  rainfall,  or  that  it  can  be 
artificially  supplied  with  water.  I  do  not 
propose  to  detain  the  Committee  at  any 
greater  length.  Boiled  down,  the  position 
seems  to  be,  "  Is  the  railway  a  necessity?" 
As  far  as  development  is  concerned,  I  do 
not  think  that  it  is  a  necessity.  From  a  de- 
fence stand-point,  however — quite  apart 
from  the  compact  whidi  it  is  urged  was  en- 
tered into  with  Western  Australia  prior  to 
the  accomplishment  of  Federation — I  feel 
bound  to  support  the  proposed  expenditure 
of  _;^2o,ooo.  I  recognise  that  a  stitch  in 
time  saves  nine,  anri,  seeing  that  in  years 
to  come  we  are  likely  to  be  threatened  with 
difliculties  which  will  puzzle  the  most  astute 
statesmen,  I  claim  that  we  should  at  least 
put  our  house  in  order.  The  defence  of 
Australia  cannot  be  effectually  undertaken 
under  conditions  as  they  exist  to-day.  It 
is  necessary  to  connect  Western  Australia 
with  the  eastern  States  in  order  to  guaran- 
tee a  proper  line  of  defence  for  this  con- 
tinent in  the  future.  From  that  stand-point 
I  shall  support  the  motion,  without  commit- 
ting myself  in  any  way  to  advocate  the  con- 
struction of  the  railway  should  the  report 
of  the  surveyor  be  adverse  to  it.  I  think 
that  the  suggestion  which  has  been  thrown 
out  by  the  honorable  member  for  Newcastle 
is  an  admirable  one.  If  any  evidence  w^ere 
forthcoming  as  to  the  existence  of  mineral 
wealth  along  the  route  of  the  suggested 
railway,  it  might  secure  for  that  undertak- 
ing an  acquiescence  which  would  not  other- 
wise be  given. 

Question — That  the  motion  be  agreed  to 
— put.    The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes  39 

Noes   12 


Majority 
Xr.  We  'bjter. 


Bamford,  F.  W. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
BoDytbon,  Sir  J.  L. 
Brown,  T. 
Carpenter,  W.  H. 
Chanter,  J.  M, 
Chapman,  A. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Forrest,  Sir  J. 
Fowicr,  J.  M. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Lee,  H.  W. 
Liddell,  F. 
Lonsdale,  E. 
Mahon,  H. 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 

Cameron,  D.  N. 
Cook,  J. 
Culpin,  M. 
Edwards,  R. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Isaacs,  I.  A. 
McWilliamt.  W.  J. 

Kellv.  W.  H. 
Deakin,  A. 
Turner,  Sir  G. 
Thomas,  J. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 


Ayks. 

M  auger,  S. 
McCay,  J.  W. 
McLean,  A. 
O'Mallcy,  K. 
Poynton,  A. 
Quick,  Sir  J. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Ronald,  ].  B. 
Skene,  T. 
Smith,  S. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Thomson,  D. 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 

Conrov,  A,  H.  B. 
McDonald,  C. 

Noes. 

Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  D.  A 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

Tellnt. 
McCoU.  J.  H. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 

PAttS. 

Page,  J. 
Gibb,  J. 
Kennedy,  T. 
Edwards,  G.  B. 

Cook,  J.  H. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Resolution  reported  and  adopted. 
Ordered— 

That  Mr.  Dugald  Thomson  do  prepare  1 
bring  in  the  Bill. 

Bill  presented  and  read  a  first  time. 

PAPUA  (BRITISH  NEW  GUINEA) 
BILL. 
Second  Reading. 
Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney— Prime  Min 
ter). — I  move- 
That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time. 

This  measure  has  been  before  the  prest 
Parliament  and  the  late  Parliament  for 
very  long  time,  and  I  shall  be  very  glad 
we  can  dispose  of  it  as  soon  as  possib 
On  the  1 2th  November,  1901,  the  late  P. 
liament  resolved  to  accept  the  control 
this  Territory,  and  the  measure  which  is  n 
under  consideration  was  introduced  in  con 
quence  of  the  approval  then  declared  b>  t 
House.  Its  provisions  were  discussed  xiy 
a  former  occasion.  It  passed  through  Co 
mittee,  and  was  reported  to  the  House, 
clauses  are  therefore  thoroughly  familiar 
honorable  merribers,  and  I  shall  ocai! 
quently  content  myself  with  submitting  t 
motion  in  favour  of  its  second  reading. 


DlQ  I 
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Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

In  Committee  : 
Clauses  i  to  9  agreed  to. 
Clause  10  (Office  of  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor). 

Mr.  BROWN  (Canobolas).— We  have 
now  reached  the  machinery  provisions  of  the 
£iU.  Although  the  measure  was  dealt  with 
in  the  last  Parliament,  we  have  to  remem- 
ber that  there  are  several  members  of  the 
House  to  whom  it  is  new,  and  that  on  the 
last  occasion  the  information  at  our  disposal 
was  somewhat  limited.  That  being  so,  I 
think  it  would  be  advisable  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  postpone  the  consideration  of  this 
and  the  succeeding  clauses  of  this  part  of 
the  Bill  until  the  next  day  of  sitting,  so 
that  we  may  have  an  opportunity  to  con- 
sider whether  any  amendments  are  neces- 
sary. 

Mr.  REID. — I  should  like  to  say  to  rry 
h(»iorable  friend,  that,  so  far  as  I  can  see. 
there  is  no  possible  objection  to  these  clauses. 
Although  they  are  important,  in  one  sense, 
they  are  absolutely  unavoidable.  We  must 
have  a  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Terri- 
tory, but  this  clause  does  not  involve  the 
question  of  his  salary.  That  matter  is 
dealt  with  in  another  part  of  the  Bill.  This 
is  a  form  of  machinery  similar  to  that 
.idopted  in  dealing  with  territories  of  all 
kinds  in  the  British  Empire.  There  is 
nothing  new  in  it.  It  has  been  tested  for 
manv  years  in  the  administration  of  Crown 
Colonies,  and  it  is  really  very  important 
that  we  should  proceed  with  business. 
When  we  reach  any  clause  which  honorable 
members  consider  to  be  open  to  discussion, 
or  to  present  any  difficulty,  I  shall  be  happy 
to  postpone  it  if  requested  to  do  so.  We 
may  just  as  well  deal  with  these  clauses,  to 
which,  I  am  .wre,  there  will  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  BROWN  (Canobolas).— There  are  a 
number  of  clauses  in  this  part  of  the  Bill 
to  which  I  do  not  take  exception,  but  when 
we  reach  the  clause  dealing  with  the  Exe- 
cutive Council  and  its  powers  

Mr.  Reid. — I  shall  be  prepared  to  post- 
pone that  clause. 

Mr.  BROWN.— There  is  also  a  clause 
dealing  with  the  question  of  land  tenure  

Mr.  Reid. — I  shall  be  prepared  to  post- 
pone that  or  any  other  clause,  the  con- 
sideration of  which  honorable  members  ex- 
press a  desire  to  defer, 

Mr.  MAUGER  (Melbourne  Ports).— I 
intend  to  propose  a  new  clause  of  very  great 
importance,  with  regard  to  the  pn^bition 


of  intoxicants  and  opium,  and  I  trust  that 
the  Prime  Minister  will  cotsent  to  its  con- 
sideration being  deferred  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Reid. — It  cannot  be  dealt  with  at 
this  stage. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— A  proposed  new 
clause  cannot  be  dealt  with  until  the  Com- 
mittee has  disposed  of  the  clauses  in  the 

Bill. 

Mr.  Maugek.— I  am  aware  of  that. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clauses  11  to  16  agreed  ta 

Clause  17  (Appointment  of  c^ers). 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay).— It  has  been 
pointed  out  by  a  number  of  residents  of 
British  New  Guinea  that  the  appointment 
of  honorary  magistrates  in  the  Territory  has 
not  been  so  satisfactory  as  it  might  have 
been.  Those  who  know  the  country  well 
state  that  many  of  the  diggers  have  been 
unable  to  secure  the  appointment  of 
magistrates  whom  they  consider  worthy  of 
selection  and  that  the  rule  which  in  this 
respect  usually  prevails  on  the  mainland, 
has  not  been  followed.  Very  strong  repre- 
sentations have  been  made  to  myself  and 
other  honorable  members  that  the  honorary 
magistracy  of  the  Territory  has  not  been  re- 
cruited in  the  most  desirable  way.  The 
clause  now  before  us  would  enable  the 
Lieutenant-GovernOT  to  continue  the  prac- 
tice which  has  prevailed  in  the  Territory, 
and  which  does  not  meet  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  white  settlers,  especially  of 
the  gold  diggers.  I  suggest  that  if  a  man 
is  nominated,  at  a  large  meeting  of  diggers, 
for  appointment  to  the  magistracy,  that 
fact  should  be  a  strong  recommendation  to 
the  Lieutenant-Governor.  There  should  be 
no  select  class  appointed  to  this  office — an 
office  which  is  very  important  in  a  country 
where  so  few  honorary  magistrates  are  to 
be  found.  It  has  been  alleged,  however, 
that  appointments  to  the  magistracy  have 
been  made  solely  frran  a  class  which  is 
practically  a  privileged  class.  I  am  sure 
that  we  nave  no  desire  to  see  that  practice 
continued,  and  as  the  complaint  which  I 
make  comes  from  a  source  that  I  believe 
to  be  entirely  reliable,  I  trust  that  it  will 
receive  consideration. 

Mr.  REID. — I  promise  the  honorable 
member  that  I  shall  bring  the  remarks 
made  by  him  under  the  notice  of  the  pre 
sent  Administrator,  and  that  I  shall  obtain 
a  report  from  him.  I  think  that  would 
be  the  most  effective  way  to  give  effect  to 
that  which  the  hcaiorable  member  desires. 

Clause  agreed  ta 
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Clauses  18  and  19  agreed  to. 

Clause  ati  (Power  to  grant  land). 

Mr.  REID. — This  clause  was  inserted 
in  the  Bill,  as  introduced  by  the  Barton 
Government,  by  the  decision  of  an  enor- 
mous majority  of  the  House,  and  I  do  not 
propose  to  suggest  that  it  be  altered.  As 
the  Territory  to  which  this  Bill  will  apply 
is  so  new,  I  think  that  no  harm  will  be 
done,  certainly  for  s(xne  time  to  come,  in 
gi\ing  effect  to  this  clause. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clauses  21  and  22  agreed  ta 

Clause  23  (Meetings  of  Executive  Coun- 
cil). 

Mr.  KENNEDY  (Moira).— I  wish  to 
secure  some  information  in  regard  to  this 
clause.  It  appears  to  me  that  it  would 
give  too  wide  a  power  to  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor.  He  is  to  constitute  practically 
the  whole  Administration.  He  will  ha\*e 
power  to  appoint  all  the  officers,  to  classify 
them  as  to  seniority,  and  to  dismiss  them 
at  his  own  sweet  will.  I  do  not  think  that 
is  a  power  which  we  should  grant,  more 
especially  having  regard  to  the  history  of 
government  in  some  Crown  Colonies. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  is  proposed  to 
give  the  Lieutenant-Governor  power  to  sus- 
pend, not  to  dismiss  anv  ofiicer. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— He  is  to  be  both 
prosecutor  and  judge.  I  should  like  the 
Prime  Minister  to  consider  the  desirable- 
ness of  postponing  this  clause.  It  was 
subjected  to  some  discussion  when  the  Bill 
was  before  us  on  a  previous  occasion,  and 
I  think  that,  although  no  definite  action 
was  taken,  some  very  strong  opinions  were 
expressed  in  regard  to  the  powers  proposed 
to  be  conferred  on  the  Lieutenant-Governor. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Its  provisions  are 
similar  to  those  which  prevail  in  relation  t.. 
other  Crown  Colonies. 

Mr.  KENNEDY.— Clauses  21  and  22, 
which  have  been  dealt  with,  are,  perhaps, 
the  most  important.  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  series  of  clauses  should  have  been  post- 
poned. 

Mr.  Reid. — Clauses  21  and  22  have  al- 
ready been  passed,  but  I  am  prepared  to 
postpone  clause  23. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan).— I  fail  to 
see  why  this  clause  should  be  postponed.  It 
covers  a  practice  which  is  followed  in  every 
State  in  the  Cnmmnnwealth,  as  well  as  in 
the  Commonwealth  itself.  Mv  only  ob- 
jection to  this  part  of  the  Bill  is'  that 
it  relates  to  matters  which  should  be  dealt 
with,  not  in  the  measure  itself,  but  by  regula- 


tions. The  Letters  Patent  and  the  Ro  1 
Instructifms  to  Governors  deal  with  all  th<:t 
matters.  We  propose  to  provide  in  it 
Bill  itself  that  there  shall  be  meetings  of  ifc 
Eyecutive  Council,  and  that  a  certain  perso 
shall  preside  at  those  meetings,  while  va:;  i 
other  matters  that  are  really  governed  b\  ;f 
instructions  issued  by  the  Ctowr  ! 
all  Governors  in  the  British  D: 
minions,  are  also  provided  for.  Ti: 
clause  embodies  nothing  that  is  new,  a.i 
I  cannot,  therefore,  see  any  reason  for  post 
poning  it. 

Mr.  Mcdonald  (Kennedy).— I  thin 
that  the  whole  of  these  clauses  should  t 
postponed,  so  that  there  may  be  a  fair  <ii. 
cussion  of  them.    It  is  not  right  to  thud 
I  who  are  developing  New  Guinea  that  *i 
should  rush  the  Bill   through   as  we  an 
doing. 

Mr.  !McCay. — All  these  clauses  wen 
passed  by  the  last  Parliament. 

Mr.  McDonald.— I  admit  that;  Lu 
since  then  further  information  has  been  (h 
tained.  I  think  that  the  Executive  Counri 
has  been  a  blot  on  the  Administration  u 
New  Guinea.  Evidence  which  has 
forthcoming  during  the  last  few  month 
shows  how  lax  the  administration  under  ih 
old  system  has  been,  and  it  is  proposed  i 
perpetuate  it  by  appointing  to  the  Execu 
tive  Council  cheers  who  are  practically  in 
terested  in  covering  up  the  abuses  whic 
have  taken  place. 

Sir  John  Forkest. — ^There  is  a  simil- 
provisics)  in  the  Constitution  of  every  Crow 
Colony. 

Mr.  McDonald.— That  is  no  iv^^^- 
why  we  should  apply  it  to  New  Guinea, 
have  come  into  contact  with  a  good  ni.i;i 
of  those  who  are  helping  to  develop  \\u 
country.  Most  of  those  who  go  there  o -i. 
back  with  their  health  shattered,  and  ar 
of  little  use  afterwards. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  hcmorable  men 
ber  is  not  speaking  of  the  members  of  []. 
Executive  Council,  I  hope. 

Mr.  McDonald.— I   am  speakinj 
those  who  make  it  possible  for  the  Govcrr. 
ment  officials  to  draw  big  salaries  in  2>i 
ministerine  the  Territory.    At  the  pre>c 
time  the  miners  who  are   developing  li. 
country  have  no  "  say  "  in  its  muiageme" 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  question  1 
whether  the  clause  shall  be  postponed,  aj\' 
the  Prime  Minister  has  agreed  to  its  |>L'sr 
ponement. 

Mr.  McDONALD.—I  desire  to  obt^ir 
from  the  Prime  Minister  the  assurance  i^a 
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the  clauses  dealing  with  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil will  be  recommitted,  since  they  were 
rushed  throu£^  at  such  a  rate  that  no  one 
oould  follow  what  was  being  dcme.  The 
honorable  member  for  Moira  is  to  be  con- 
gratulated for  giving  us  an  opportunity  to 
think  about  what  we  are  doing.  In  my 
opinion,  those  who  are  engaged  in  develop- 
ing New  Guinea  should  be  represented  on 
the  Executive  Council,  and,  I  think,  there- 
fore, that  the  method  of  appointing  that 
Council  should  be  altered  Will  the  Prime 
Minister  give  an  opportunity  for  the  re- 
committal of  the  clauses  to  which  I  refer  ? 

Mr.  Reid. — Certainly. 

Mr.  Mcdonald.— Will  he  agree  to  the 
recommittal  of  clauses  31  and  22? 

Mr.  Reid. — Certainly. 

Clause  postponed. 

Clauses  24  and  25  agreed  to. 

Clause  26-- 

The  Lieutenant-Govemor  only  shall  be  en- 
titled to  submit  questions  to  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil for  advice  or  decisioa ;  but  if  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  declines  to  submit  an^  question  to  the 
Council  when  requested  in  writing  b;^  any  mem- 
ber so  to  do,  thftt  member  may  require  that  his 
written  request,  together  with  the  answer  of  the 
Lieutenant'CovemoT  thereto,  be  recorded  on  the 
minutes. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay).— I  wish  to 
know  what  the  Prime  Minister  thinks  of 
the  wording  of  this  clause. 

Sir  John  Fosbest. — What  is  provided 
in  the  clause  is  a  rule  in  connexion  with  the 
go^'emment  of  everv  Crown  Colony. 

Mr,  FISHER.— New  Guinea,  under  the 
Administration  of  the  Commonwealth,  will 
not  be  a  Crown  Colony.  We  should,  there- 
fore, see  that  things  are  done  as  we  wish 
them  to  be  done.  It  has  been  alleged — I 
do  not  know  with  what  truth — that  the  re- 
cords of  some  of  the  judicial  decisions 
airived  at  in  New  Guinea,  whidi  are  of 
great  importance  to  certain  persons,  cannot 
be  found.  Therefore,  I  ask,  what  is  the 
use  of  requiring  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
to  record  his  answer  to  a  written  request,  if 
the  records  are  to  be  subsequently  lost  ?  If 
the  Prime  Minister  is  able  to  tell  me  that 
the  records  of  judicial  transactiras  have 
hitherto  been  kept,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to 
hear  it.  X  should  like  his  assurance  that 
they  have  been  properly  kept  and  safely 
housed. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— We  are  dealing 
now  with  the  recor^ng  of  the  answers  of 

th»  Lieutenant-Governor  to  questions  sub- 
mitted in  writing  by  any  member  of  the 
Executive  Council,  not  with  judicial  re- 
cords. 


Mr.  FISHER.— May  I  point  out  that 
the  highest  court  of  appeal  is  in  some  cases 
the  Executive  Council? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  keeping  of 
minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  meetings  of 
the  Executive  Coimcil  is  provided  for  in 
clause  25,  which  we  have  passed. 

Mr.  FISHER. — Cases  involving  capital 
punishment  must  come  before  the  Execu- 
tive Council,  and  therefore  the  decisions  of 
that  body  will  at  times  be  the  decisions  of 
a  Court.  It  is  alleged  that  certain  judi- 
cial records  have  been  lost,  and  I  wish  to 
know  from  the  Prime  Minister  whether  that 
statement  is  correct.  A  case  involving 
capital  punishment  must  cnne  before  the 
Council,  and  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
might  decline  to  submit  to  the  Coimcil  a 
question  in  regard  to  it.  The  answer  to 
the  request  for  the  submission  of  a  ques- 
tion must  be  recorded  in  the  minutes,  and 
would  be  virtually  a  judicial  record.  Would 
the  Prime  Minister  be  surprised  to  know- 
that  there  are  at  present  in  Australia  men 
who  have  been  twice  charged  in  New 
Guinea  with  murder,  and  with  other  crimes, 
who  are,  nevertheless,  respectable  indivi- 
duals ?  It  is  alleged*  however,  that  the  re- 
cords of  the  judicial  proceedings  in  their 
cases  carmen  be  found,  so  that  it  is  impos- 
sible for  them  to  be  used  to  prove  that  they 
are  not  guilty.  In  dealing  with  a  Terri- 
tory so  far  removed  from  the  Seat  of  Go- 
vernment as  New  Guinea  is,  we  should 
take  every  precaution,  and  I  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  to  see  that  attention  is  paid  to 
this  matter. 

Mr.  REID.— The  minutes  referred  to  in 
the  clause  would  not  be  judicial  minutes. 
In  reply  to  what  the  honorable  member  has 
said  about  the  destruction  of  reccH-ds,  I 
would  point  out  that  we  are  now  beginning 
a  new  state  of  things,  and  that  the  confu- 
sion which  has  existed  in  the  past  will  not 
continue.  I  cannot  be  responsible  for  what 
has  occurred  in  the  past,  but  we  shall 
have  control  over  the  future  administration 
of  the  Territory,  and  so  long  as  the  new 
minutes  are  prc^wrly  kept  I  think  that  all 
that  is  necessary  will  be  done. 

Mr.  Bamford. — Will  the  Prime  Minister 
allow  any  clauses  to  which  honorable  mem- 
bers take  exception  to  be  recommitted  ? 

Mr.  REID. — Certainly.  I  have  no  desire 
to  push  the  Bill  through  too  rapidly.  I  will 
give  every  facility  for  recommittal  to  any 
honcvable  member  who,  on  reconsideration, 
sees  any  need  for  asking  for  it 

Clause  agreed  to. 
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Clause  27  (Lieutenant-Governor  may  act 
in  opposition  to  advice  ? 

Mr.  CONROY  (Werriwa).— ThU  clause 
provides  that  if  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
acts  in  opposition  to  the  advice  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Council  he  shall  forthwith  report  the 
matter  to  the  Minister.  Should  he  not 
rather  report  to  the  Governor-General? 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas).— If  the  a4)point- 
ment  were  by  letters  patent,  the  proper 
course  would  be  for  the  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor to  report  to  the  Governor-General ;  but 
as  the  appointment  will  be  made  under 
Statute,  the  proper  person  to  report  to  will 
be  the  Minister. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  28  (Legislative  Council). 

Mr.  KENNEDY  (Moira).— I  understand 
that  there  is  likely  to  be  a  considerable  dis- 
cussion on  this  clause,  and  I  desire  before 
its  consideration  is  postponed,  to  indicate 
t4ie  nature  of  an  amendment  I  propose  to 
move.  The  clause  at  present  provides  that 
the  Legislative  Council  shall  consist  of  the 
.  Lieutenant-Governor  and  the  members  of 
the  Executive  Council,  together  with  such 
non-ofEcial  members  as  the  Governor-Gen- 
eral appoints.  I  desire  to  move  an  amend- 
ment, which  will  have  the  effect  of  making 
the  Council  partly  elective.  Instead  of  the 
non-official  members  being  appointed  by  the 
Governor-General,  I  propose  that  thev  'shall 
be  elected  by  the  white  residents  of  the  Ter- 
ritory. 

Mr.  REID.— I  shall  endeavour  to  obtain 
more  or  less  correct  information  as  to  the 
number  of  white  persons  in  British  New 
Guinea,  and  as  to  how  thev  are  distributed 
o\er  the  Territorv.  They  might  be  so  scat- 
tered that  it  would  be  difficult  to  bring  into 
operation  a  provision  such  as  t^ie  honorable 
member  suggests.  However,  I  shall  en- 
deavour to  ascertain  whether  it  is  practicable 
to  carry  out  his  idea. 

Clause  postponed. 

Clause  29 — 

The  presence  of  at  Ie:ist  three  members  of  the 
I.egislntive  Council  (includinir  the  Lieutenant. 
Governor  or  the  member  presiding)  shall  be  neces- 
sary to  constitute  a  meeting  of  the  Council  for 
the  exercise  of  its  powers. 

Mr.  G.  B.  EDWARDS  (South  Sydney). 
— I  move — 

That  the  word  "three"  be  left  out.  with  a 
view  to  msert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "one- 
third  of  the." 

The  clause  as  it  stands  would  doubtless 
prove  sufficient  to  meet  the  present  cir- 
cumstances, but  it  makes  no  provision  for 


the  expansion  of  the  Legislative  Council  1 
the  appointment  of  non-official  membti 
The  Council  might  consist  of  six  membe 
of  the  Executive  <Council,  and  twtl 
other  members,  making  a  total  eightw: 
and  in  such  a  case  a  quorum  of  three  woul 
not  be  sufficiently  large. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  do  not  object  to  it 
amendment. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clauses  30  to  35  agree'd  to. 
Clause  36  postponed. 
Clauses  37  to  39  agreed  to. 
Clause  40  postponed. 
Clauses  41  to  47  agreed  to. 
Clause  48 — 

There  shall  be  payable  in  every  year  out 
the  revenues  of  the  'Territory,  which  10  thu  '. 
tent  are  hereby  appropriated  accordtngtv,  ihe  si; 

£*i^S°  for  the  salary  of  the  Lieutenint-i.^ 
vemor,  and  the  sum  0/  j^i,ooo  for  the  siU 
of  the  Chief  Judicial  Officer  of  the  TcrritGij, 

Mr.  CONROY  (Werriwa).  —  I  do  n 
think  that  the  salaries  set  down  for  ;l 
Lieutenant-Governor  and  the  chief  ju*!:  ' 
officer  of  the  Territory  are  sufficientiv  hiz 
The  administrative  duties  which  will  f: 
to  both  these  crfEcers  will  be  of  a  diffia 
character,  and  as  the  climate  is  very  uj 
healthy,  I  do  not  think  that  we  can  t 
pact  men  of  high  qualificaticms  to  acw] 
the  positions  unless  we  are  prepared  1 
pay  them  substantial  salaries. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Did  not  an  Acting  Di 
trict  Court  Judge  in  New  South  \V,iii 
accept  an  appointment  as  Administrator  < 
New  Guinea  ? 

Ml.  CONROY.— Yes.  but  Actins  Jui. 
Murray  happened  to  be  a  man  of  an  a 
venturous  spirit,  and  I  do  not  think  th; 
our  selection  should  be  limited  in  cormfiin 
with  appointments  of  this  kind.  Th 
salaries  provided  for  in  the  clause  are 
small  when  we  compare  them  with  tbi 
which  are  earned  by  professional  men.  f 
bank  managers,  and  others  holdinp  si^: 
lar  responsible  positions.  Under  the  a: 
cumstances.  I  ask  the  Committee  to  (w 
sider  whether  we  are  paying  a  salan-  whi-i 
is  commensurate  with  the  dignity  of  t.S- 
office.  I  submit  that  w^e  are  not.  In  o>i 
craze  for  economy  we  are  practising  a  falsi 
economy.  Of  course,  if  we  intend  to  pro 
vide  for  the  payment  of  a  pension  in  caa 
of  retiremept  as  the  result  of  illness,  thai 
fact  might  reasonably  be  taken  into  o?» 
sideration  in  fixing  the  salaries  of  these  'Of- 
fices ;  but  in  the  absence  of  such  a  pr'> 
visicm,  I  should  like  to  see  the  amount 
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raised  to  not  lew  ttian  ;£2,ooo  per  annum 
for  the  Lieutenant-Governor  and  ;^i,5oo 
for  the  Chief  Judicial  OflBcer. 

Mr.  REID. — I  would  point  out  that  the 
position  of  Chief  Judicial  Officer  was  re- 
cently filled  at  the  salary  named  in  the 
Bill,  and  that  there  were  a  very  large 
number  of  competent  applicants  fOT  it — 
men  of  great  atnlity,  who  were  thoroughly 
fitted  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
The  present  appointment  was  made  at 
j^i,ooo  per  annum.  In  the  face  of  a  test 
of  that  character  in  the  open  market,  I 
hold  that  we  are  not  called  upon  to  increase 
the  salary.  Of  course  there  may  be  scxne 
allowances  made  in  connexion  with  the  ap- 
pointment, and  probably  these  will  make 
up  the  difference.  The  Bill  simply  fixes 
the  salary  which  is  to  be  paid,  and  I  could 
not  see  my  way  clear  to  increase  an  amount 
which  has  been  fixed  so  deliberately. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio).— I  wish  to  draw 
attention  to  the  fact  that  this  clause  con- 
tains the  first  reference  in  the  Bill  to  the 
Chief  Judicial  Officer.  In  the  case  of  a 
Crown  Colony,  that  position  is  almost 
equal  to  the  office  of  Lieutenant-Governor. 
Consequently  it  is  only  right  that  the  posi- 
ti«i  should  be  defined  by  Parliament.  The 
Bill  contains  no  reference  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Chief  Judicial  Officer,  or  to  his 
taking  the  oaths  of  <^fice.  The  schedule 
simply  refers  to  the  oath  of  allegiance  and 
service  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor.  The 
Chief  Judicial  Officer  is  not  called  upon  to 
take  a  proper  oath,  such  as  should  be  pro- 
vided to  maintain  the  dignity  of  his  office, 
and  to  keep  him  independent  of  the  Exe- 
cutive power — a  very  necessary  thing  in  a 
Crown  O>lony.  I  should  like  the  Prime 
Minister  to  consider  this  matter. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  shall  do  sa 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  49  and  schedule  agreed  to. 
Progress  reported. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Old-Age  Pensions. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Reid)  proposed — 

That  the  Houm  do  now  adjoam. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  (Eden-Monaro).— As  I 
understand  t4iat  the  Prime  Minister  has  al- 
ready CMisented  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  ques- 
tion of  old-age  pensions,  I  desire  to  ask 
hun  whether  he  can  see  his  way  clear  to  give 

7  z 


the  moti<m  dealing  with  that  matter  prece- 
dence upon  the  ^siness-paper  to-morrow, 
so  that  we  may  get  to  work  without  delay. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney—Minister  of 
External  Affairs). — I  shall  be  only  too 
happy  lo  do  so,  to  the  extent  of  any  power 
that  I  have  in  the  matter. 

Questicm  resolved  in  the  affinnative. 

Hotue  adjourned  at  10.27  P*oi- 


Senate. 

Thursday,  15  September,  igo^.. 

The  President  took  the  chair  at  2.30 
p.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

TRANSCONTINENTAL  RAILWAY. 

Senator  DOBSON.— I  beg  to  ask  the 
Attorney-General,  without  notice,  first, 
whether  Ministers  have  satisfied  them- 
selves by  expert  evidence  that  ;£20,ooo 
is  a  sufficient  sum  to  provide  for  a  proper 
survey  of  the  proposed  transcontinental 
railway  route;  second,  is  it  the  intentitm 
(if  the  survey  party  to  obtain  evidenix  as 
to  the  character  of  the  coimtry  which  the 
proposed  railway  will  traverse,  and  if  so 
will  that  evidence  be  obtained  by  the  sur- 
veyors or  by  an  officer  specially  appointed  to 
accompany  them ;  and,  third,  in  view  of  the 
information  whidi  will  be  obtained  by  the 
two  States  interested,  ought  not  those 
States,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Minister,  to 
bear  a  portion  of  the  cost  ? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.  —  I 
scarcely  think  the  honorable  and  learned 
senator  can  expect  me  to  answer  his  ques- 
tions off-hand,  and,  therefore,  I  ask  him  to 
give  notice  of  them. 

MILITARY  FORCES :  GENERAL 
OFFICER  COMMANDING. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales). — I  move — 

That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  of  this  Senate 
copies  of  the  minute  or  minutes  stated  to  have 
been  written  by  the  late  Minister  of  State  for 
Defence,  Senator  Dawson,  reflecting  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  General  Officer  Commanding  the 
Military  Forces  of  the  Commonwealth,  together 
with  any  replies  thereto. 

The  motion  of  which  I  originally  gave  no- 
tice asked  for  the  producticm  of  the  min- 
utes— 

.  .  .  .  "  stated  in  the  press  to  have  been  written 
by  the  Minister  of  State  forJSefencei  reflecting 
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upon  any  alleged  unsatisfactory  insubordinate 
conduct  of  the  General  Officer  Commanding  the 
Military  Forces  of  the  Commonwealth." 

I  ask  the  Senate  to  allow  me  to  alter  the 
teims  of  the  motion,  which,  in  the  first 
place,  was  prepared  ralher  hurriedly  with 
a  newspaper  statement  at  my  elbow. 

Senator  Staniforth  Smith. — What  are 
the  reasons  for  the  motion  ? 

Senator  Lt-Col.  NEILD. — It  is  not  usual 
to  give  reasons  for  a  motion  of  this  kind. 

Senator  Staniforth  Smith. — It  is  usual 
unless  the  motion  is  formal. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD. — I  think  the 
terms  of  the  motion  sufficiently  indicate  the 
reas(Hi  for  its  submission.  I  might  add, 
perhaps,  that  certain  alleged  documents 
have  appeared  in  the  press,  and  it  is  de- 
sirable, in  a  matter  of  importance  as  affect- 
ing the  public  interests,  that  there  should  be 
no  garbled  representation  of  correspcmdence. 
As  part  of  the  correspondence  has  been 
made  public  it  is  only  fair  that  the  whole 
should  be  produced. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYJION  (South 
Australia — Attorney -General).  —  Honorable 
senators  will  agree  with  me  that  it  would 
be  scarcely  fair,  either  to  the  Senate  or  to 
the  General  Officer  Commanding,  that  the 
motion  should  be  passed  in  the  terms  pro 
posed.  Senator  Neild  has  very  properly 
— if  he  will  allow  me  to  say  so — modified 
the  terms  in  which  the  motion  first 
appeared  on  the  notice-paper,  terms  which, 
indirectly  at  any  rate,  committed  the  Senate 
to  an  opinion  on  the  conduct  of  an  officer 
before  being  placed  in  possession  of  material 
on  which  to  base  a  judgment.  But  while 
the  moti(»i,  as  now  submitted,  reduces 
the  objection  on  that  score,  it  is  scarcely 
fair  to  ask  the  Senate  to  express  an 
opinion  about  some  memorandum  which  is 
unknown  to  the  general  body  of  senators,  so 
far  as  concerns  its  effect  in  reflecting — a 
term  which  conveys  an  injurious  imputation 
— on  the  General,  Officer  Commanding,  until 
we  have  an  opportunity  to  know  its  con- 
tents. The  usual  course  might,  I  think, 
very  well  have  been  adopted ;  and  with  a 
view  to  assisting  Senator  Neild,  I  supgesf 
that  the  motion  should  simply  ask  for  the 
production  of  a  document  which  can  be 
identified  by  its  date,  without  conveying  any 
imputation,  ot  committing  the  Senate  to  any 
opinion.  The  amendment  I  am  about  to 
submit  was,  I  understand,  communicated  to 
Senator  Neild  by  Senator  Drake.  I  have 
not  read  the  memorandum  referred  to.  and. 
therefore.  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  sav  whe- 


ther or  not  it  reflects  on  the  General  Officer 
Commanding.      If    my    amendment  be 

adopted,  any  other  papers  connected  with 
the  matter  can  be  laid  upon  the  table,  if  flje 

Senate  desires.    I  move — 

The  the  words  "  reflecting  upon  the  conduct  of  " 
be  left  out,  with  a  view  to  insert  in  lien  thereof 
the  words  "  upon  leaving  office,  dated  i&th 
August,  tgo4,  in  relation  to-" 

The  inference  as  to  any  reflection  is  one 
which  we  may  or  may  not  draw,  but  cer- 
tainly it  is  an  inference  we  ought  not  to 
place  on  the  records  of  the  Senate,  until  we 
have  had  an  opportunity  to  see  the  docu- 
ment. I  am  sure  that  neither  the  late 
Minister  of  Defence  nor  any  honorable 
senator  would  desire  to  say  that  a  docu- 
ment reflects  upon  any  one  until  it  is  shown 
that  it  does  so  reflect. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  Neild. — The  statement 
is  only  that  such  a  document  is  alleged  to 
have  been  written. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— But  the 
motion  indirectly  places  it  on  the  records  of 
the  Senate  that  there  is  a  document  whidj 
is  alleged  to  reflect  on  the  General  Officer 
Commanding.  We  ought  to  be  ready  to 
condemn  when  condemnation  is  neoessaiy. 
but  slow  to  convey,  even  indirectly,  an  im- 
putation in  respect  to  any  cfficer,  until  we 
have  had  an  opportunity  to  consider 
whether  or  not  the  allegation  is  borne  out. 
The  Government  have  no  objection  to  lay 
this  document  and  the  replv  upon  the  table. 

Senator  DAWSON  (Queensland).— I 
have  absolutely  no  objection  to  every  docu- 
ment to  which  I,  as  Minister,  put  my  ^gna- 
ture,  or  any  reply  sent  by  the  General  Of- 
ficer Commanding,  being  laid  upon  the  table 
of  the  Smate  for  the  inspectirai  of  hoior- 
able  senators.  I  understand,  bomver, 
that  what  Senator  Neild  wants  \%  not  only 
the  particular  memorandum  which  was  pnb- 
li^ed  in  the  press,  but  other  minutes  which 
passed  between  the  General  Officer  Com- 
manding and  myself  during  my  term  of 
office. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  Neild. — Hear,  bear! 

Senator  DAWSON.— If  that  be  so,  the 
amendment  of  the  Attorney-Genera!  will 
not  meet  the  case. 

Senator  Sir  Josiar  Stmon. — The  other 
documents  may  be  asked  for  afterwards. 

Senator  DAWSON. — ^The  memorandum. 
I  may  sav,  is  a  kind  of  valedictory  docu- 
ment. The  practice  of  leaving  such 
memoranda  was  initiated  by  Sir  John 
Forrest,  and  followed  by  Mr.  Chapman. 
I  fell  in  with  the  idea,  with  the  differeoce 
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that  I  stated  what  I  believed  to  be  the  abso- 
lute truth. 

Senator  Best. — Therefore  the  others  did 
not  1 

Senatoi  DAWSON.— I  certainly  do  not 
think  they  did. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  do  not  think  the 
honorable  senator  ought  to  say  that  Minis- 
ters of  the  Crown  say  what  is  not  true. 

Senator  DAWSON.— Well,  I  say  that, 
knowing  the  relations  which  existed  be- 
tween one  branch  of  the  Defence  Depart- 
ment and  the  other,  and  having  the  oppor- 
tunity to  read  those  valedictory  memoranda, 
I  came  to  the  determination  that  I  would 
not  write  one  similar.  I  am  prepared  10 
defend  the  memorandum  I  left  behind.  It 
has  appeared  in  the  press,  but  only  one 
newspaper  published  the  full  text,  and  1 
shall  be  very  pleased  indeed  to  see  the 
document  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  Senate 
for  the  perusal  of  hraiorable  senators.  There 
are  other  documents  which  Senator  Neild, 
if  he  chooses,  can  move  for  one  at  a  time, 
but  that  course  would  only  prolong  the 
agony.  Personally,  1  have  not  the  slightest 
objection  to  the  whole  of  the  correspondence 
being  laid  on  the  table. 

Senator  HIGGS  (Queensland). — I  sug- 
gest that  the  amendment  be  altered  to  pro- 
vide for  the  production  of  all  the  corre- 
spondence between  the  late  Minister  of  De- 
fence and  the  General  Officer  Commanding 
concerning  Major  Lenehan,  the  pistol  pat- 
tern, the  secret  code,  and  the  relations  ot 
the  late  Minister  of  Defence  with  the  Dc 
partment.  Those  documents  would  I* 
very  interesting  to  the  Senate,  and  instruc- 
tive to  the  public,  judging  by  the  portions 
which  have  already  appeared  in  the  daily 
press. 

Senator  Dawson. — Inan^asculatedform. 

Senator  HIGGS.— As  Senator  Dawson 
observes,  the  documents  have  been  pub- 
lished in  an  emasculated  form,  and  in  order 
to  avoid  waste  of  time,  I  suggest  that  the 
amendmem  be  altered  in  the  direction  in- 
dicated. Will  the  Attorney -General  accept 
the  suggested  addition  of  words? 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  think  the  sug- 
gestion amounts  to  more  than  the  additio.i 
of  words,  and  that  it  would  be  necessarj 
for  the  Attorney -General  to  withdraw  hi> 
amendment 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON  (South 
Australia — ^Attorney-General). — I  should  be 
very  glad  if  Senator  Higgs  would  give  me 
an  oppOTttmity  to  consider  his  suggestion, 
and  not  press  me  to  accept  it  at  this 
moment.    My  opinicm  is  that  we  ought  to 


pass  the  motion  as  proposed  to  be  amended, 
and  on  a  subsequent  occasion,  move  for  the 
production  of  other  papers,  if  that  be  de- 
sired. That,  as  I  say,  will  give  me  an 
opportunity  to  consider  these  matters,  of 
which,  of  course,  I  know  nothing,  because 
they  were  not  indicated  when  the  nu>tion 
was  submitted. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  Neild. — I  should  be 
quite  willing  to  withdraw  my  motion  in  fa- 
vour of  the  amendment  suggested  by  Sena- 
tor Higgs. 

Senator  HIGGS  (Queensland).— I  fall 
in  with  the  suggestion  of  the  Attorney- 
General,  on  the  understanding  that  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  senator  feels  quite  as- 
sured that  he  will  have  sufficient  time  to 
go  into  these  matters. 

Senator  Lt-Col.  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales). — I  desire  to  say  that  I  at  once  ac- 
cept the  amendment  moved  by  the  Attfutiey- 
General,  because  I  see  that  tl\e  honOTable 
and  learned  senator  has  taken  an  e»%ption 
to  the  motion  which  others  might  take.  I 
still  think  than  what  I  intended  might  be 
covered  by  the  word  "  stated,"  and  the  mo- 
tion might  be  read  in  that  way. 

Senator  Dawson. — In  any  case  the  mo- 
tion might  mean  a  reflection  on  my  part. 

Senator  Lt.-Col.  NEILD.— When  the 
Attorney-General  places  such  an  interpre- 
tation on  the  motion,  I  recognise  at  once 
that  it  may  be  read  in  more  ways  than  one. 
As  it  is  my  desire  to  move  for  the  produc- 
tion of  the  papers,  and  not  to  attempt  in 
doing  so  to  pass  any  reflection  upon  the 
Nfinister  or  General  Officer  Commanding,  I 
am  prepared  to  accept  the  amendment. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Question,  as  amended,  resolved  in  the 
affirmative. 

SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 

Want  of  CoNrioENCE  Motion. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON  (South 
Australia— Attorney -General). — I  have  at 
this  moment  received  an  official  intimation 
that  notice  of  a  motion  of  want  of  confidence 
in  the  Administration  of  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  be  a  member  has  been  tabled  in 
the  House  of  Representatives.  In  view  of 
that  circumstana,  and  in  accordance  with 
the  precedent  established  by  the  Senate  in 
1901  

Senator  Dawson. — .And  all  parliamen- 
tarv  practice. 

Senator  Higgs. — Whv  should  we  pay  any 
attention  to  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  when  they  pay  no  atten- 
tion to  ours? 

Digitized  by  Google 


4684  special 


[SENATE.] 


AdjouTHment. 


Senator  Best. — To  conserve  our  own 
dignity. 

Senator  Higgs. — We  have  passed  mo- 
tions of  want  of  confidence  in  the  Govern- 
ment before  to-day,  of  which  no  notice  has 
been  taken  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Giving 
due  weight  to  what  my  honorable  friend 
Senator  Higgs  has  said,  I  move — 

That  the  Senate  at  its  li&iog  adjourn  until 
Wednesday,  28th  September. 

Senator  GIVENS  (Queensland).— I  have 
always  taken  exception  to  these  frequent 
adjournments  of  the  Senate.  I  take  special 
oception  to  an  adjournment  on  this 
occasion,  because,  even  if  it  be  undesir- 
able to  go  on  with  Government  busi- 
ness, the  leader  of  the  Government 
in  the  Senate  might  have  delayed  his 
motion  until  private  members'  business  had 
been  considered  this  afternoon.  We  have 
had  many  adjournments  while  waiting  for 
business  to  come  fn»n  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  now,  when  we  have  plenty  of 
business  before  us,  we  diould  go  <hi  with 
it. 

Senator  Guthrie.  —  We  cannot  go  aa 
without  the  Government. 

Senator  GIVENS.— We  could  very  soon 
get  another  in  place  of  it.  The  fact  re- 
mains that  we  have  now  been  about  six 
months  in  session,  and  that  we  have  prac- 
tically done  no  work. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Svmon.  —  Hear, 
hear. 

Senator  GIVENS.  —  The  proposed  ad- 
journment is  not  likely  to  make  our  record 
any  better.  Many  honorable  senators  have 
come  a  very  long  way  to  attend  to  ptiblic 
busing,  and  these  frequent  adjournments 
are  entirely  unfair  to  them.  I  enter  my  pro- 
test, and  shall  push  it  to  the  length  of  call- 
ing for  a  divisioi  on  the  moticm. 

Question  put.   The  Senate  divided. 

Ayes  19 

Noes   8 


Majority 


Best.  R.  W. 
Dawson,  A. 
DobsoD,  H. 
Drake,  J.  G. 
Fraier,  S. 
Gray.  J.  P. 
Keating,  J,  H. 
Hacfarlane,  J. 
McGregor,  G, 
Neild,  J.  C. 


 II 

Ans. 

O'Keefe,  D.  J. 
Pcarce,  C.  F. 
Playford, T. 
PuIsfoTd,  E. 
Smith,  M.  S.  C. 
Svmon,  Sir  T.  H. 
Wallcer,  J.  T. 
Zeal,  Sir  W.  A. 

Teller. 
Clemoo*,  J.  S. 


Noes. 


de  Largie,  H. 
Findley,  E. 
Guthrie,  R.  S. 
Henderson,  G. 
Higgs,  W.  G. 


Styles,  J. 
TuTley.  H. 

Teller. 
Giveos,  T. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  afllnnative. 

Senate  adjourned  at  3  p.m. 


Iljouse  of  iSrpresrntattbrs. 

Thursday,  15  September ^  1904. 


Mr.  Speaker  toc^  the  chair  at  2.30  pjn., 
and  read  prayers. 

PERSONAL  E^CPLANATION. 

Mr.  CAMERON.— I  desire,  with  the 
permission  of  the  House,  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  My  reason  for  dung  so 
is  that  I  do  not  wish  that  any  vote  which 
I  may  give  upon  a  future  occasion  shall  be 
taken  to  have  been  affected  by  the  attitude  of 
the  Argus  towards  me.  In  a  leading  article 
that  newspaper  states  that  my  appeanuioe 
on  the  Opposidm  side  of  the  Chamber 
would  have  caused  intense  interest  had  it 
not  been  for  the  fact  that  it  was  known 
that  my  perscKial  disappointment  because  I 
was  not  included  in  the  present  Administra- 
tion had  been  very  great.  To  prove  that  that 
statement  is  absolutely  incorrect.  I  should 
like  to  lay  a  few  plain  facts  before  the 
House.  I  saw  the  then  leader  of  the  Op- 
position, the  right  hoo(»able  member  for 
East  Sydney,  on  the  day  after  the  Deakin 
Government  were  defeated,  and  had  a  little 
conversation  with  him. 

Mr.  CftOUCH. — ^What  was  the  conversa- 
tion? 

Mr.  CAMERON.— It  is  nob  necessary  to 

repeat  it 

Mr.  Reid. — I  rise  to  wder.  I  ask  whether 
the  b(HK>rabIe  menAier  will  be  in  order,  in 
correcting  some  statemoit  which  has  ap- 
peared in  a  newspaper,  in  entering  upon  a 
narrative  about  other  matters. 

Mr.  Page. — Of  what  is  the  right  boocr- 
able  member  afraid? 

Mr.  Rxid. — I  am  not  afrud  of  anything. 

Mr.  SP£AKER.~The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wilmot  has  stated  that  he  desires  to 
make  a  perscxial  explanation,  and  so  long 
as  he  confines  himself  to  that  he  will  be  in 
order.  If  I  find  that,  as  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  suggests  that  he  may  do,  he  is 
wandering  into  matters  which  are  irrele- 
vant, I  shall  call  his  attention  to  the  faa. 
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Mr.  CAMERON.— I  have  not  the  slight, 
est  intentKHi  to  refer  to  any  irrelevant  mat- 
ter; I  merely  wish  to  say  that  the  result 
of  that  interview  was  satisfactory  to  me. 
Shortly  afterwards  a  manifesto  appeared 
over  the  names  of  the  h(Miorabie  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat,  and  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  East  Sydney,  and  as  it 
did  not  quite  correspond  with  what  X  tm- 
derstood  to  be  the  arrangement,  it  aroused 
certain  feelings  in  my  mind.  However, 
the  right  honorable  member  for  East  Syd- 
ney was  not  sent  for  by  His  Excellency 
the  Governor-General  on  that  occasion. 
Time  passed,  and  the  Arbitration  and  Con- 
ciliation Bill  was  further  considered.  Every 
honorable  member  knows  that  I  have  from 
start  to  finish  been  intensely  opposed  to 
that  measure,  and  that  I  have  voted  against 
it  upon  every  possible  occasion,  believing 
that  in  doing  so  I  was  acting  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  public.  I  acted  in  that 
way  some  three  weeks  ago.  •  The  vote  was 
talcen  on  a  Fridav,  and  the  h(HX>rable 
member  for  Bland  afterwards  announced 
his  intenticm  to  resign.  On  the  following 
day,  at  two  o'clock,  before  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  East  Sydney  had  been 
sent  for,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  him,  declaring 
my  intention  to  take  the  part  of  an  inde- 
pendent member. 

Mr.  Reid. — Quite  so. 

Mr.  CAMERON.— It  is  no  fault  of  mine 
that  that  letter  was  not  placed  at  once  in 
his  hands.  I  gave  it  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Macquarie,  who  will  bear  out  my 
statement.  That  was  dcme  before  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  had  been  sent  for, 
when  he  could  by  no  possibility  have  formed 
his  Cabinet,  and  I  think  refutes  the  state- 
ment of  the  Argus  that  I  have  been  ani- 
mated by  a  feeling  of  personal  annoyance 
ai  not  having  been  included  in  the  Ministry. 

Mr.  Johnson.  —  Surely  the  honorable 
member  does  not  take  the  newspapers  seri- 
ously 1 

Mr.  CAMERON. — I  do  take  newspaper 
statements  seriously,  especially,  when  they 
appear  in  a  journal  whi(^  circulates 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  Aus- 
tralia, and  are  republished  in  other  news- 
papers, particularly  in  those  of  my  own 
State.  I  do  not  think  that  I,  or  any 
other  honorable  member,  should  be  sup- 
posed to  be  actuated  by  motives  of  petty 
jealousy  in  the  votes  which  we  gave.  How- 
ever I  may  vote  in  the  future,  I  shall  vote 
as  conscientiously  as  I  hxve  done  in  the 
past  I  think  that  the  right  hcmorable 
member  for  East  Sydney  and  the  hcmoT' 


able  m^ber  fot  Macquarie  will  bear  me 

out  in  what  I  have  said. 
Mr.  Reid. — Hear,  hear  1 
Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — Hear,  hear  ! 
Mr.  CAMERON. — I  may  perhaps  be 

permitted  to  read  the  following  l>,>tter,  since 

it  is  not  marked  private: — 

Dear  Mr.  CameroD, 

Your  letter  of  13th  inst.  I  got  this  day.  I 
quite  uaderstand  your  position  is  an  independent 
one. 

Yours  siaceiely, 

G.  H.  Reid. 

I  think  that  that  letter,  together  with  my 
statement,  refutes  the  statement  of  tSe 
Argus,  and  must  convey  to  the  minds  of 
my  fellow  members  the  belief  that,  how- 
ever my  vote  may  be  cast,  I  shaJl  not  be 
actuated  by  interested  motives. 

Mr.  CROUCH.  —  I  wish  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister,  mthout  notice,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  statement  just  made,  that  im- 
mediately after  the  defeat  of  the  Deakin 
Government  he  had  an  interview   

Mr.  SPEAKER.— While  personal  ex- 
planations are  allowed,  it  is  expressiy  re- 
quired by  the  Standing  Orders  that  they 
shall  not  be  debated. 

Mr.  CROUCH. — I  do  not  propose  to 
debate  the  personal  explanation.  I  was 
merely  going  to  ask  a  question,  and,  in 
explanation,  to  state  certain  facts. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  proceeds  to  ask  such  a 
question  as  he  has  now  announced  to  be 
his  intenticMi  to  put  to  the  Prime  Minister, 
he  will,  by  doing  so,  practically  be  debat- 
ing the  personal  explanation  made  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Wilmot. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  will  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  whether  it  is  true  that,  immediately 
after  the  defeat  of  the  Deakin  Government, 
he  had  an  interview  with  the  honoraUe  mem- 
ber for  Wilmot,  in  which  he  expressed  his 
satisfaction  at  the  defeat  of  the  Deakin 
Government  ? 

Mr.  REID. — I  really  do  not  wish  to  give 
a  flat  denial  to  the  question  asked  by 
the  honorable  member.  All  I  can  say  is 
that  I  have  not  the  remotest  recollecti(»i  of 
what  he  has  suggested. 

SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 

Want  of  Confidence  Motion  : 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway 
Survey  Bill. 
Mr.   WATSON   (Bland).— I   desire  to 
give  notice  that  on  Tuesday  next,  I  will 
move — 

That  the  present  Administration  does  not  possesa 
the  ctAfidcDce  of  this  House^-^  . 
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Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney— Minister  of 
ExtnnaJ  Affairs). — I  am  so  completely  sur- 
prised by  the  announcement  that  the  Go- 
vernment do  not  possess  the  confidence  of 
the  Opposition  that,  with  concurrence,  I 
will  move — 

That  the  House,  at  its  risioj*,  adjourn  uotil 
Tuesday  next. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan).— I  need 
hardly  say  that  I  ant  very  surprised  at 
the  action  taken  at  this  time  by  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition.  I  have,  of  course,  no 
wish  or  right  to  object  to  a  want  of  con- 
fidence moti(»i  being  sulKnitted  by  him,  but 
I  have  a  right  to  express*  ray  objection  to 
such  action  being  taken  to-day.  I  have  a 
right  to  express  my  great  regret  that  the 
hcmorable  gentleman,  after  all  the  trouble 
that  we  have  all  taken  in  regard  to  a  mea- 
sure of  great  importance  to  the  State  which 
I  represent  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  point  out  to  the 

right  honorable  member  that  the  question 

before  the  House  is — 

That  the  House,  at  its  rising,  adjourn  until 
Tuesday  next. 

The  only  question  that  is  open  for  discus- 
sion is  whether  or  not  that  motion  shall  be 
carried.  The  no-confidence  motion  itself,  of 
whidi  notice  has  been  given,  will  appear 
upon  the  notice-paper  later  on,  but  it  will 
not  be  competent  to  discuss  the  general  ques- 
tion on  the  motion  now  before  the  House. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Do  I  under- 
stand that  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  discuss  the 
question  whether  it  is  advisable  for  the 
House  to  adjourn  until  Tuesday  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  right  honorable 
member  can  discuss  that  and  only  that. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  am  going  to 
give  my  reasons  why  I  think  it  is  very  in- 
opportune for  the  House  to  adjourn  at  this 
time.  All  parties  have  taken  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  in  regard  to  the  KalRoorlie  to 
Port  Augusta  Railway  Sur\-ey  Bill.  That 
measure  has  reached  such  a  stage  that  a  few 
hours  more  would  have  been  sufficient  to 
finish  our  work  in  this  House.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  it  could  have  been  cwnpleted 
between  now  and  the  usual  time  for  ad- 
journing to-night. 

Mr.  Mahon. — What  about  the  honorable 
mtmber  for  Moira? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  have  not 
consulted  any  one,  but  seeing  that  the  ma- 
jority in  favour  of  the  measure  last  night 
was  so  large,  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  very 
few  hours  would  have  been  sufficient  to 
complete  the  Bill  in  this  House. 


Mr.  Mahon. — Some  of  the  right  honor- 
able member's  friends  in  the  comer  in- 
tended to  prevent  that. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.—There  are  only 
one  or  two  honorable  members  on  this  side 
of  the  House  who  have  spoken  strongly 
against  the  measure. 

Mr.  Mahon. — They  have  done  so  twice 
before. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  am  faking 
in  the  interests  of  Western  Australia,  and  I 
do  not  think  that  I  should  be  interrupted  by 
members  from  that  State.  The  measure  was 
just  about  to  be  cUsposed  of  finally  by  this 
House.  A  very  few  hours'  work  would  have 
attained  the  dbject  that  the  people  and  the 
representatives  of  Western  Australia  have 
desired  so  long,  and  for  which  they  have 
worked  so  arduously.  What  is  the  reason  for 
this  hurry  ?  Surely  we  might  have  disposed 
of  the  Bill,  to  which  I  have  alluded,  before 
the  honorable  member  for  Bland  gave 
notice  of  his  adverse  motion,  as  we  did  in  the 
case  of  the  Arbitration  Bill?  If,  of  oourse, 
the  debate  upon  the  Bill  were  likely  to 
occupy  a  week  or  two,  political  exigeiodes 
might  demand  that  the  no-oonfidence  motion 
should  be  proceeded  with.  But,  seeing 
that  it  was  not  likely  that  long  speeches 
would  be  made,  we  could  have  finished  the 
work  to-day  or  to-morrow  at  latest,  and  the 
measure  that  is  so  important  and  so  urgently 
desired  in  the  interests  of  Western  Australia, 
of  the  Commonwealth,  and  Federatitxi 
itself,  would  have  been  disposed  of,  so  far 
as  this  House  is  concerned.  Is  it  fair  or 
reasonable  that  this  measure  should  be  cast 
aside,  and  its  progress  set  back  for  months 
probably,  and  especially  when  there  is  no 
urgent  reascm  whatever  ftx  doing  so? 

Mr.  Frazer. — It  must  tic  in  the  forefront 
of  the  programme  of  anv  GovCTnment. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— But  we  might 
have  had  the  Bill  passed,  and  the  survey 
commenced,  before  the  measure  is  likely  to 
reach  its  present  stage  again.  I  think  that 
the  other  Western  Australian  members  must 
be  of  the  same  opinion  as  I  am. 

Mr.  McDonald. — ^Why  did  the  right 
honorable  member  allow  die  question  to  re- 
main so  long  in  abeyance,  while  he  was  a 
Minister  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— One  cannot 
get  all  one  wants  in  a  dav.  We  have  had 
\  ery  up-hill  work  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
and  now  that  we  are  just  upon  succeeding, 
as  far  as  the  House  of  Representatives  is 
concerned,  the  work  is  to  be  put  back,  and 
for  no  reason  that  I  can  see — because  no- 
tice of  the  motion  wbidi  the  bononble 
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member  for  Bland  has  just  read  might 
as  well  have  been  given  to-morrow,  or  even 
next  week.  We  might  just  as  well  have 
finished  our  work  on  the  Bill  before  ad- 
journing. 

Mr.  Gkook. — That  would  not  have 
carried  the  matter  any  further. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST,— We  could  have 
disposed  of  the  Bill  in  this  House,  and  it 
would  have  gone  to  the  Senate,  in  the  same 
way  as  has  been  done  with  the  Arbitration 
Bill. 

Mr.  Groom. — Would  the  Senate  have  pro- 
ceeded with  it,  while  a  no-confidence  mo- 
tion was  being  discussed  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Will  they  pro- 
ceed with  the  Arbitration  Bill  ?  Is  it  fair  to 
Western  Australia  that  this  precipitate  action 
shtHild  be  taken?  Why  was  this  notice 
of  motion  given  to-day  instead  of  to-mor- 
row, or  even  next  week?  I  should  like  some 
one  to  answer  that  question.  Unless  the  in- 
tention was  to  delay  the  passing  of  the  mea- 
sure—and, in  view  of  the  large  majority  by 
which  the  resolution  was  passed  last  night, 
I  cannot  believe  that  that  was  the  motive— 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  action  of 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  I  can  only  say 
again  that  I  very  much  regret  the  action  which 
has  been  taken,  because  I  conceive  that  it  is 
unjustifiable,  and  absolutely  opposed  to  the 
interests  of  the  State  I  represent.  A  large 
majority  of  honorable  members  have  de- 
clared themselves  in  favour  of  the  proposed 
survey.  The  Bill  was  not  likely  to  be  the 
subject  of  any  further  great  controversy, 
because  honorable  members  had  already 
given  their  decision,  and  we  should  have  dis- 
posed of  it  in  a  few  hours.  I  am  certain 
that  the  people  of  Western  Australia  will  be 
greatly  disappointed  at  the  result,  and  I  can 
only  express  my  astonishment  that  my  hon- 
orable friends  of  the  Labour  Party,  who 
have  worked  so  hard,  and  are  so  much  in 
sympathy  with  the  proposal,  should  have 
allowed  the  present  action  to  be  taken.  The 
effect  of  our  adjourning  from  to-day  until 
Tuesday  mav  have  the  effect  of  postponing 
the  passing  of  the  Bill  for  months,  and  will 
be  regarded  as  most  unfriendly  by  the 
people  of  the  western  State. 

Mr.  CARPENTER  ^Fremantle).  — 
Whilst  joining  with  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan  in  his  expression  of  re- 
gret that  anything  should  have  occurred  at 
this  particular  stage  to  prevent  the  passing 
of  the  Bill  to  which  he  has  referred,  I 
think  it  is  only  fair  to  remind  him  of  what 
occurred  last  night     I  am  sure  that  die 


right  honorable  gentleman  will  agree  with 
me  that  in  seeking  to  place  the  blame  for 
delay  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  Labour 
Party  he  is  doing  them  a  grave  injustice. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  blame  them  for 
theit  precipitate  action  in  giving  notice  of 
a  want  of  confidence  motion  at  this  stage. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— Just  before  the 
division  occurred  last  night  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  must  ask  the  hon- 
orable member  not  to  refer  to  a  previous 
debate.  The  only  question  that  can  be 
debated  now  is  whether  we  shall  adjourn 
fiom  to-day  until  Tuesday  next  In  any 
case,  it  would  not  be  competent  for  the  hon- 
orable member  to  refer  to  some  debate  that 
had  taken  place  on  a  former  occasion. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— If  you,  sir,  rule 
that  I  cannot  directly  refer  to  what  oc- 
curred at  our  last  sitting,  I  should  like  to 
state  generally  that  the  uame  for  the  delay 
in  the  passbg  of  the  measure  referred  to 
by  the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan 
rests  entirely  upon  honorable  members  on 
the  Government  side  of  the  House.  When 
it  was  proposed,  after  the  division  last 
night,  to  put  the  Bill  through  all  its 
stages  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  not  in  order  in  referring  to  last 
night's  debate. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— I  hardly  know 
how  I  can  otherwise  reply  to  the  remarks 
of  the  right  hMiorable  member  for  Swan. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  honorable  member 
will  have  his  opportunity  in  connexion  with 
the  moti<»i  for  the  adjottrnment  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— At  this  stage  I 
merely  desire  to  say  that  the  action  of  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  in  giving  notice 
of  motion  at  this  stage,  was  due  entirely  to 
the  attitude  assumed  by  honorable  members 
opposite,  who  are  opposed  to  the  Kalgoor- 
lie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey  Bill. 
It  was  not  the  fault  of  honorable  members 
on  this  side  that  the  notice  of  motion  was 
not  withheld  in  order  to  allow  the  Bill  to 
be  passed.  Some  honorable  members  op- 
posite threatened  to  block  the  Bill  if  it 
were  brought  forward.  Moreover,  the 
measure  was  given  only  the  second  place 
on  the  notice-paper.  Supply  being  placed 
first  in  the  order  of  business.  Therefore, 
it  was  evidently  not  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  permit  the  Bill  to  take  first 
place  in  the  consideration  of  honorable 
members.  _  . 
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Mr.  Watson.— The  order  of  business,  so 
far  as  Supply  is  omoerned,  is  regulated  by 
the  Standing  Orders. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— As  matters  stand, 

the  probability  is  that  a  number  of  speeches 
would  have  been  made  in  regard  to  grie- 
vances, and  that  these  would  have  prevented 
the  Bill  from  being  discussed  to-day.  There- 
fore, the  charge  of  blocking  the  Bill  cannot 
be  justly  laid  at  the  door  of  honorable  mem- 
bers on  this  side  of  the  Chamber. 

Mr.  WATSON  (Bland).— It  seems  to  me 
that  this  protest  by  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Swan  sounds  somewhat  hollow,  com- 
ing as  it  does  from  an  honorable  gentleman 
who  allowed  three  years  to  pass  whilst  he 
himself  was  in  office  withcmt  taking  any 
definite  steps  to  push  through  the  Bill  to 
which  he  has  referred. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  brought  it  to  the 
position  which  it  now  occupies. 

Mr.  WATSON.— With  all  respect  to  the 
right  honorable  gentleman,  I  do  not  think 
he  did.  He  certainly  advocated  the 
construction  of  the  railway  upcm  every  oc- 
casion upon  which  opportunity  offered,  but 
beyond  advocacy  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man did  little  or  nothing  to  bring  the  mat- 
ter to  a  head  in  Parliament. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — At  any  rate,  the 
honorable  member  is  now  blocking  the  mea- 
sure. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  think  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  has  put  in  some  splen- 
did work  lately. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  complaint  levelled 
by  the  right  honorable  member  againsfl  the 
Opposition  for  taking  the  straightforward 
course  of  testing  the  question  whether  the 
Govemmmt  possess  the  confidence  of  the 
House  comes  curiously  from  the  right 
honorable  gentleman,  who,  we  understand, 
wished  to  take  action  in  regard  to  the  last 
Administraticn  on  the  first  day  that  they 
met  the  House.  He  said  then  that  action 
should  be  taken  to  test  th^r  position. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — That  was  because 
the  late  Ministry  had  not  a  majority. 

Mr.  WATSON.— If  the  late  Government 
had  not  possessed  a  majority,  action  would 
have  been  taken  by  those  who  have  longer 
heads  than  has  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  wished  to  give 
the  late  Government  a  fair  chance. 

Mr.  WATSON. — I  admit  the  importance 
of  the  questi(m  that  has  been  referred  to. 
I  have  myself  urged  the  desirability  of 
passing  the  measure,  and  I  think  the  action 


I  took  when  in  oflfice  afforded  some  proof 
of  my  bona  fdes  in  the  matter. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  is  spoiling  it  all  to-day. 

Mr.  WATSON.— We  shall  come  to  that 
presently.  Whenever  <xie  moves  in  the  direc- 
tion of  a  no-ooafidence  motion,  it  is  inevit- 
able that  s(nie  matters  of  public  businen 
must  be  interfered  with.  It  is  imposmble 
to  move  such  a  motion  at  any  period  without 
dislocating  some  of  the  public  business  that 
may  be  in  hand. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Why  has  the  honorable 
member  given  notice  of  motim  to-day  in- 
stead of  to-morrow  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— For  this  reason;  I 
was  so  anxious  to  meet  the  view  put  for- 
ward by  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan,  that  I  did  not  make  up  my  mind 
as  to  the  precise  moment  at  which  I  should 
give  notice  of  motion  until  I  had  exhausted 
every  opportunity  to  ascertain  the  views  of 
those  honorable  members  who  were  opposed 
to  the  Bill.  I  spent  a  good  deal  of  time 
this  morning  in  endeavouring  to  ascertain 
their  views,  and  I  sent  word  to  the  right 
hcRiorable  gentleman  hinraelf  before  ten 
o'clock  to-day,  asking  him  to  ascertain  how 
far  the  oppmients  of  the  measure  were 
willing  to  let  it  go  without  any  serious  de- 
bate, resting  on  the  vote  given  last  night 
as  their  excuse  for  abstaining  from  anything 
like  stone-walling  tactics. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Where  is  the  neces- 
sity for  giving  notice  of  motion  to-day? 

Mr.  WATSON.— If  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  will  restrain  his  impatience  he 
will  probably  find  out  why  I  chose  to  take 
action  to-day  rather  than  to-morrow.  Un- 
fortunately, I  was  not  able  to  oxnmunicate 
with  the  honorable  member  who  has  made 
himself  most  prominent  in  his  oppoati(Hi 
to  the  measure. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — He  has  gone  home. 

Mr.  WATSON.— If  I  had  been  assured 
of  that,  I  might  have  adopted  a  different 
course  I  was  not  aware  where  the  honor- 
able member  oould  be  found,  but  I  spoke 
to  one  or  two  other  hcxiorable  mem- 
bers,  who  did  not  seem  inclined  to 
waive  their  rights  in  the  matter. 
Th&y,  again — as  has  already  been  pcnnted 
out — the  discussicm  of  grievances  and  of 
private  members'  business  would  have  oc- 
cupied the  House  until  half-past  6  o'cIocJc 
this  evening.  I  understand  that  there  is 
quite  a  crop  of  grievances  to  be  ventilated. 
Therefore,  if  any  two  or  three  bom»abIe 
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members  had  cared  to  talk  out  the  Kal- 
goorlte  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  they  could  easily  have  acccmplished 
their  design.  Regarding  the  reasons  which 
induced  me  to  give  nctfice  of  motion  to- 
day, instead  of  to-morrow,  I  wish  to  say 
that  I  was  aware  that  a  large  number  of 
honorable  members  were  leaving  for  the 
other  capitals  this  afternoon,  and  I  feared 
that  if  I  deferred  action  until  to-morrow,  it 
might  have  been  impossible  to  obtain  a 
quorum,  and  in  that  way  the  discussion  of 
the  question  of  want  of  confidence  in  the 
Government  upon  Tuesday  next  would  not 
have  been  possible. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Could  not  the  honorable 
member  have  deferred  giving  notice  of  the 
motion  until  this  evening? 

Mr.  WATSON.— No^  very  well.  How- 
ever, even  with  this  motion  in  the  way,  there 
is  no  probability  that  the  Kalgoorlie  to  Port 
Augusta  Railway  Survey  Bill  will  meet 
with  any  further  serious  delay  in  its  passage 
through  this  House.  There  is  a  majority 
behind  that  measure,  and  if  those  who  are 
opposed  to  it  will,  to  some  extent,  forego 
their  right  of  speech,  it  should  not  take  I(»ig 
to  dispose  of  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Will  the  Ccxnmon- 
wealth  collapse  if  that  Bill  be  not  passed  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— No ;  but  the  matter  hav- 
ing been  advanced  to  a  certain  stage,  it  is 
only  reasonable  that  it  should  be  pushed  to  a 
conclusicm,  and  I  have  no  wish  to  stand  in 
the  way  of  that  being  accomplished. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne).— The  ac- 
tion of  the  Prime  Minister  is  in  accordance 
with  the  history  of  Parliaments. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Oh  I 

Mr.  MALONEY.— I  will  ask  the  right 
h(Hiorable  member  for  Swan,  who  interjects, 
to  remain  silent  for  a  mnnrat  I  intend 
to  challenge  him,  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
if  he  has  the  courage  of  his  opinions. 
Whether  the  right  honorable  member,  who 
has  had  considerable  parliamentary  experi- 
ence in  Western  Australia,  entertains  a  dif- 
ferent idea  from  mine  in  regard  to  carrying 
on  the  Government  of  the  country,  I  do  not 
know.  I  dare  say  there  is  a  bit  of  the 
Iconoclast  in  me  as  well  as  in  the  right  hon- 
orable member.  If  he  presses  his  Ejection 
to  a  divisioA  I  shall  vote  with  him.  At  the 
same  time  I  doubt  whether  he  will  do  so.  T 
T^rd  his  action  this  afternoon  as  a  little 
exhibition  of  fireworks,  which  is  intended  for 
advertisement  purposes.  Seeing  that  I  voted 
for  the  motion  relating  to  the  survey  of  the 
Transcontinental  Railway,  and  abstained 
8a 


from  speaking  upon  it,  in  order  to  expedite 
its  adoption,  I  have  a  right  to  strcxigly  re- 
sent his  action  this  afternoon. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laaneooorie).— I  en 
tirely  differ  from  the  right  hcxiorable  mem- 
ber for  Swan  upon  this  matter.  I  think 
that  the  country  will  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude 
to  the  htxiorable  member  for  Bland  for 
affording  honorable  members  an  opportunity 
of  further  considering  the  survey  of  the 
projected  Transcontinental  Railway.  I  air- 
aware  that  at  the  present  juncture  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  debate  that  question,  but 
I  sincerely  hop6  that  the  interval  which  will 
be  allowed  for  further  consideration  will 
induce  several  honorable  members  to 
change  the  views  which  they  now  enter- 
tain. Owing  to  my  position  as  Chairman 
of  Committees  I  was  debarred  fron  speak- 
ing upon  the  motion  under  discussion 
yesterday,  but  I  hope  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  fully  expressing  my  opinions  upon 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  I  trust 
that  when  that  time  arrives  a  \'ery 
much  better  appreciation  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  the  Commonwealth  is  at 
present  undergoing  will  be  exhibited  by 
honorable  members,  who.  for  some  unac- 
countable reason,  seem  to  have  suddenly 
altered  their  expressed  opinions  upon  a 
question  which  very  Wtally  affects  the  well- 
being  of  Australia. 

Mr.  McDonald  (Kennedy).- -it 
quite  evident  that  the  last  speaker  is  pre- 
paring for  an  election.  Personally  I  thinlc 
that  the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan 
should  have  taken  exception  to  the  action 
of  the  Prime  Minister,  who  sutmaitted  the 
motion  relating  to  the  special  adjournment, 
rather  than  to  that  of  the  honorable  membe* 
for  Bland.  I  rise  chiefly  to  point  out  that 
it  is  idle  for  him  to  attempt  to  blame  the 
Opposition  for  delaying  the  Kalgoorlie  to 
Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey  Bill.  Eveii 
if  the  honorable  member  for  Bland  hacl  de> 
ferred  giving  notice  of  his  motion  until  to- 
morrow, we  should  ha^'e  been  no  further 
forward. 

Sir  John  Fosust. — I  think  that  we 
should. 

Mr.  McDonald.— I  win  show  that  we 
should  not  Had  the  notice  of  motion  been 
given  to-morrow,  we  should  presumably 
have  passed  the  Bill  through  this  House 
in  the  interim.  Under  ordinary  circum- 
stances it  would  then  have  been  forwarded  to 
the  Senate,  where  it  would  have  been  made 
an  Order  of  the  Day  for  Tuesday  next.  But 
the  moment  that  notice  was  given  of  a 
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motioa  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  Govern- 
ment, there  would  have  been  no  discussion 
of  other  business,  either  in  this  House  or 

in  the  Senate.  As  far  as  I  am  aware  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan  has  no 
reasonable  ground  for  complaint,  unless 
he  is  prepared  to  declare  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bland  had  no  right  to 
give  notice  of  his  motion  for  se\eral  weeks 
—until  after  the  Kalgoorlie  to  Port 
Augusta  Railway  Survey  Bill  had  been 
disposed  of. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative; 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Answers  to  Questions  :  Port  Augusta 
TO  Kalgoorlie  Railway  Survey  Bill. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Reid)  proposed— 

That  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio).— I  wish  to  ob- 
tain a  reply  from  the  Prime  Minister  to  a 
question  which  has  appeared  upon  the  busi- 
ness paper  for  about  a  month.  It  was 
placed  there  prror  to  the  three  weeks'  ad- 
journment which  recently  occurred. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  and 
learned  member  cannot  anticipate  discus- 
sion upon  a  notice  of  motion  which  appears 
upon  the  business  paper. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— It  is  not  a  notice  of 
motion,  but  a  question. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  and 
learned  member  cannot  anticipate  that. 

Mr.  CROUCH. — I  am  very  sorry  that 
the  Minister  has  fouind  it  necessary  to  re- 
peatedly postpone  answers  to  certain  ques- 
tions. I  understand  that  it  is  the  policy 
of  the  Government  to  treat  its  protectionist 
minority  fairly.  That  was  what  was  al- 
leged whoi  the  present  Administralioti  was 
formed. 

Mr.  Reid. — We  shall  have  enough  of 
this  sort  of  talk  next  week.  What  is  the 
use  of  firing  a  squib? 

Mr.  GROUCH.— The  Prime  Minister 
evidently  prepared  his  manifesto  in  a 
jocular  spirit.  When  I  say  that  I  under- 
stand the  Prime  Minister  has  made  a 
bargain  with  his  protectionist  minority,  he 
immediately  goes  into  convulsions  of 
humour.  It  is  just  as  well  that  the  Go- 
vernment's protectionist  minority  should 
see  the  fun  of  the  position,  and  realise 
how  humorous  is  the  suggestion  that  the 
Prime  Minister  would  keep  any  promise 
made  by  him  in  this  respect.  In  view  of 
the  development  likely  to  take  place  next 
week,  I  should  like  the  Prime  Minister  to 


say,  before  the  House  adjourns,  whether  it 
is  his  intention  to  see  that  in  the  adminis- 
tratiwi  of  the  Departments  local  employ- 
ment  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order !  The"  hwior- 
able  and  learned  men^r  is  attempting,  by 
a  side  wind,  to  evade  the  instruction 
which  I  gave  him  a  few  moments  ago. 
He  must  not  directly  or  indirectly  anti- 
cipate business  which  is  on  the  notice- 
paper. 

Mr.  CROUCH.  —  I  do  not  know  that 
I  am  seeking  to  obtain  any  informati<m  by 
a  side  wind.  I  make  that  statement  in 
all  seriousness. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  and 
learned  member  must  either  submit  to  the 
direction  of  the  Chair,  or  I  must  call 
on  some  other  honorable  member.  He  can- 
not set  the  Standing  Orders  at  defiance. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Very  well,  sir.  It 
seems  that  I  am  not  to  be  allowed  to  say 
anything  cm  this  subject.  I  wish  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  whether  he  regards  as 
a  joke  the  statement  which  I  made — that  he 
promised  to  endeavour  to  keep  faith  with 
his  protectionist  minority. 

Mr.  Reid. — Na 

Mr.  CROUCH.  —  I  also  wish  to  know 
whether  he  intends  to  carry  out  the  pro- 
posals contained  in  his  manifesto  to  the 
people  of  Australia  that  he  would  see  that 
the  legislation  already  passed  by  a  f«mer 
protectionist  Ministry  remained  in  force, 
and  that  the  Govermnent  would  continue 
to  administer  the  Departments  on  the  lines 
adopted  by  their  predecessors. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney— Minister  for 
External  Affairs). — I  merely  wish  to  say 
that  I  did  not  laugh  at  the  serious  matter 
to  which  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
referred.  I  quite  agree  that  the  subject 
is  

Mr.  Carpenter. — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  If  the  Prime  Minister  speaks  at 
this  stage  he  will  close  the  debate,  and  thus 
render  it  impossible  for  me  to  refer  to  a 
matter  which  I  rose  a  few  minutes  ago  to 
put  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  b^  the  honoraUe  member's 
pardcxi.  I  thought  the  debate  had  finished. 
I  do  not  wish  to  close  his  mouth. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  Prime  Minister 
has  risen,  and  has  commenced  his  reply  

Mr.  Reid.- — I  did  not  intend  to  pre\*ent 
discussion,  and,  with  your  permisst<»i,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  should  like  to  give  way  to  the 
hcxiorable  member. 
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Mr.  SPEAKER. — That  being  so»  no 
doubt  the  House  will  permit  the  honorable 
member  for  Fremantle  to  speak. 

Honorable  Members. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  CARPENTER  (Fremantle).— I  did 
not  know  that  the  Piime  Minister  was  about 
to  close  the  debate,  but  I  think  he  will  re- 
cognise that  I  am  entitled  to  complete  my 
remarks  on  the  subject  which  I  brought  for- 
ward on  the  motion  for  special  adjournment, 
but  which,  under  the  Standing  Orders, 
I  was  unable'  to  discuss.  I  was  pointing 
out  that  just  prior  to  the  division  which  took 
place  last  night  on  the  motion  for  an  ap- 
propriati<xi  in  connexion  with  the  prelimin- 
ary Bunrey  for  the  Transcontinental  Rail- 
way, I  su^ested  to  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan  that  if  the  Bill  relating 
to  that  matter  were  ready,  the  House  would 
probably  agree,  as  boncv^e  members  ap- 
peared to  be  so  unanimously  in  favour  of  the 
motion,  to  pass  it  through  all  its  stages  that 
night. 

Sir  John  Porrest. — ^That  is  so. 

Mr.  CARPENTER— l-he  ri^ht  hcnor- 
dble  member  consulted  the  Minister  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  

Sir  John  Forrest. — As  well  as  some 
other  honmable  members  on  this  s.'de  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— Quite  so.  He  con- 
suited  tbem  in  order  to  learn  whetlier  they 
would  agree  to  the  auioption  of  the  course 
which  I  suggested. 

Sir  John  Fokbest. — They  said  they 
would  not. 

Mr.  CARPENTER— A  distinct  threat 
was  made  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Moira  that  if  the  House  were  asked  to 
pass  the  Bill  through  all  its  stages  that 
evening  we  might  expect  a  debate  extending 
over  at  least  two  days.  He  threatened  that 
he  would  read  various  reports,  and  do  his 
best  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  the  Bill. 
After  consultation,  I  and  some  of  my  fellow 
representatives  of  Western  Australia  this 
morning  saw  the  leader  of  the  Opposition, 
and  inquired  whether,  notwithstanding  this 
threat,  it  was  not  worth  while  making  an- 
other attempt  to  persuade  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  to  allow  the  Bill  to  pass 
through  all  its  stages  this  afternoon,  and 
to  postpone  the  notice  of  motion  of  want  of 
oonGdnice  until  to-morrow.  The  lead^  of 
the  Opposition  at  once  said  that  if  he  could 
persuade  Government  supporters  to  adopt 
that  course  he  would  willingly  postpone  his 
notice  of  motion. 

8  A  2 


Mr.  Sydney  Suith. — ^What  about  the 
honorable  m^i^r's  leader,  the  honorable 

and  learned  member  for  Indi? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— I  am  speaking  of 
what  happened. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — But  why  does  the 
honorable  member  endeavour  to  throw  all 
the  blame  on  Government  supporters  ?  AVhat 
about  his  own  leader,  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Indi? 

Mr.  Robinson. — He  Is  not  a  leader,  but 
a  sub-leader — a  paragraph. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — He  will  prove  a 
rather  awkward  "  paragraph  "  for  honor- 
able members  opposite. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order!  The  honorable 
member  for  Fremantle  is  addressing  the 
House,  and  I  must  ask  h(m)rable  members 
to  give  him  an  opportunity  to  conclude  his 
remarks.  These  loud  interjections  across 
the  chamber,  and  the  ccmversations  which 
are  taking  place  in  a  loud  voice,  render  it 
almost  impossible  for  the  honwable  mem- 
ber to  proceed. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— I  was  simply  re- 
lating what  took  place  this  mwning  out- 
side the  chamber.  The  leader  of  tl^  Op- 
position assured  us  that  he  would  do  his 
best  to  persuade  Government  supporters  to 
agree  to  the  passing  of  the  Bill  this  even- 
ing, and  that  if  that  arrangement  could  be 
made,  the  notice  of  motion  to  which  I  have 
referred  would  be  postpcmed  until  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr,  Joseph  Cook. — Whom  did  he  see? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— I  do  not  know 
how  many  the  h(»iorable  member  inter- 
viewed, but  he  subsequently  informed  me 
that  he  found  it  impossible  to  induce  the 
supporters  of  the  Government  to  agree  to 
the  passing  of  the  Bill  to-day. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — He  did  not  see  any 
one  on  this  side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— It  would  have 
been  useless  for  him  to  interview  the  honor- 
able member  for  Parramatta.  I  make  this 
statement  to  show  that  ^e  charge  which  has 
been  levelled  against  members  of  the  Labour 
Party  and  of  the  Opposition  generally,  that 
the\'  are  obstructing  the  passing  of  the  Bill 
in  question,  is  without  foundation. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^Why  all  this  un- 
reasonable hurry  to  press  a  motion  of  want 
of  confidence  ? ' 

Mr.  CARPENTER.— We  have  done  our 
utmost,  both  in  the  House  and  outside  of 
it,  to  facilitate  the  passing  of  the  Bill.  The 
Ttasfxx  that  it  is  not  being  discussed  and 
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dealt  with  to-day  is  that  honorable  members 
sitting  behind  the  Government  refuse  to 
allow  that  course  to  be  followed. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — In  view  of  what  we 
have  done  that  is  a  very  unfair  statement 
for  the  honorable  member  to  make. 

Mr.  AUhon. — It  is  perfectly  correct. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan).— I  trust 
that  it  will  not  be  thought  that  when  I 
referred  to  the  obstruction  of  the  Bill  deal- 
ing with  the  preliminary  survey  for  the 
Transcontinental  Railway  by  the  motion  of 
the  leader  of  the  Labour  Party  I  desired  to 
reflect  on  the  three  representatives  of  West- 
ern Australia  who  are  members  of  the  Op- 
position. Nothing  was  further  from  my 
thoughts  than  to  suggest  that  they  were 
willing  parties  to  delaying  that  measure, 
for  I  know  that  they  have  always  been 
earnest  advocates  of  the  railway.  What  I 
wished  to  convey  was  that  it  was  their 
duty  to  have  brought  more  influence  to 
bear  to  prevent  the  notice  of  motion  of 
want  of  confidence  being  given  before  that 
Bill  had  been  dealt  with. 

Mr.  Cahpenter. — But  the  right  honor- 
able member  referred  to  us. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  said  that  I 
was  surprised  that  honorable  members  re- 
presenting Western  Australia  should  have 
consented  to  the  course  taken  by  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  and  I  reiterate,  in  the 
strongest  manner,  that  opinion.  With  regard 
to  the  opposition  shown  by  honorable  mem- 
bers sitting  in  the  Government  corner  to  the 
motion  relating  to  the  Transamtinental 
Railway  survey,  I  would  remind  the  House 
that  the  Government  cannot  interfere  with 
the  free  expression  of  the  views  of  their 
supporters.  The  Bill  dealing  with  the 
survey  could  not  have  been  passed  through 
all  its  stages  last  night  without  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  Standing  Orders.  That  was  im- 
possible. 

Mr.  Mahon. — I  think  it  was  quite  pos- 
sible. 

Sir  JOHX  FORREST.— I  do  not  think 
it  would  have  been  possible  to  pass  the 
Bill  through  all  its  stages  last  night.  But, 
in  any  event,  it  is  surely  desirable  that  sudb 
a  Bill  should  be  passed  even  at  the  risk 
of  delaying  for  one  or  two  davs  a  motion 
adverse  to  the  Government.  The  Govern- 
ment have  been  doing  very  good  work.  I 
do  not  believe  that  at  any  time  during  the 
present  session  greater  expedition  has  been 
shown  in  dealing  "with  measures  than  we 
have  witnessed  during  the  last  few  days. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  the  trouble. 


Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Why  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Port  Augusta  to  Kalgoorlie 
Railway  Survey  Bill  should  be  postponed 
and  ignored,  when  the  postponement  of  the 
notice  of  the  motion  of  want  of  confidence 
for  probably  one  day  would  have 
i  passed  the  Bill,  is  difficult  to  understand. 
I  wish  to  refer  to  a  remark  made,  not  only 
to-day  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  and 
other' members  of  the  Labour  Party,  but  by 
members  of  the  Labour  Party  sitting  in  an- 
other place,  while  visiting  Western  Aus- 
tralia, to  the  effect  that  I  was  for  three 
years  a  member  of  the  Barton  and  Deakin 
Governments,  and  did  nothing  to  push  for- 
ward this  measure.  Any  one  who  repeats 
that  statement  grossly  misrepresents  my  ac- 
tion, because  no  one  can  honestly  say  that  I 
have  not  done  all  that  I  could  to  advance 
the  project. 

Mr.  Page.— What  did  the  right  honor- 
able member  do  to  advance  the  project? 

Mr.  McDonald. — The  right  honorable 
menfcer  remained  in  the  Government  after 
they  had  refused  to  bring  the  measure  for- 
ward. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Should  I  have 
advanced  it  had  I  left  the  Government? 

Mr.  McDonald. — ^Ycs. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  agree 
with  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  Watson  Government 
were  in  c^ce  four  months  without  dcnng 
anvthing  in  the  matter. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  kept  the  fire 
burning,  and  the  result  is  slwwn  by  the  \xfte 
which  was  given  last  night.  It  would  have 
been  impossible  to  obtam  such  a  TOte  at  a 
much  earlier  period  in  the  history  of  the 
Commonwealth.  The  honorable  member  for 
Coolgardie,  who,  with  the  other  representa- 
tives of  Western  Australia,  has  done  all  he 
could  to  have  the  project  advanced  as  far 
as  it  was  yesterday,  was  four  months  in 
office  without  getting  it  further  advanced 
than  when  he  took  office. 

Mr.  Mahon. — The  Watson  Government 
carried  it  as  far  in  four  months  as  the  Go- 
vernment in  which  the  j'ight  honorable 
member  was  a  Minister  did  in  three  years. 

Sir  JOH  N  FORREST.— During  the 
three  vears  I  was  in  office,  I  got  the  project 
carried  as  far  as  the  point  at  which  it  was 
yesterdav.  It  was  advanced  another  stage 
then.  The  Government  in  which  the  hon- 
orable member  was  a  Minister  did  not  ad- 
vance it  a  single  step. 

Mr.  Webstxr. — The  right  honorable 
gentleman  would  not  let  us. 
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Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  am  not 
blaming  honorable  members.  I  desire  to 
thank  them,  not  to  blame  themj  but  when 
they  say  that  I  did  nothing  they_  are  very 
ungenerous,  and  are  trying  to  injure  me 
politically  in  the  estimation  of  the  people 
of  my  own  State.  But  they  caiuiot  do  it.  It 
would  take  some  one  more  powerful 
than  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  to  in- 
jure me  there.  Still  it  comes  with  a  bad 
grace  from  him  to  misrepresent  my  actions 
in  this  matter.  Any  representative  of 
Western  Australia  who  says  that  during  the 
three  years  in  which  I  was  in  office  I  did 
nothing,  has  a  very  poor  knowledge  of  my 
exertions  and  of  the  trouble  which  I  took 
in  the  matter.  Do  honorable  members 
think  that  the  Government  was  onnmitted 
to  the  project,  so  that  every  speech  of  the 
Governor- General  contained  a  reference  to 
it,  without  any  one  urging  the  matter  for- 
ward, and  without  any  arguments  or  facts 
being  brought  to  bear  in  regard  to 
it  ?  If  so,  they  have  very  little  know- 
ledge of  what  took  place.  The  remark  of 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  is  as  incor- 
rect as  it  was  uncalled  for;  but  it  is  only 
in  keeping  with  what  has  been  already  said 
b^  members  of  the  Labour  Party  who  de- 
sire to  misrepresent  me  before  the  people  of 
the  western  State.  It  has  been  said  before, 
and  the  interjection  of  the  member  for 
Coolgardie  might  lead  one  to  think  that 
hi  huslds  the  same  view.  Hitherto  I 
was  always  of  the  opinion  that  he  and  I, 
and  the  other  representatives  of  Western 
Australia,  had  been  working  together  as 
vigorously  as  we  could  to  push  forward 
this  project.  My  complaint  is  that,  as  the 
House  was  doing,  good  work  in  passing  im- 
portant measures,  and  had  nearly  passed 
this  Bill,  this  motion,  which  means  a  delay 
for  an  indefinite  time,  and  perhaps  other 
things  

Mr.  Page. — That  is  what  the  right  hon- 
orable member  is  afraid  of. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  honorable 
member  does  not  know  me  if  he  thinks  that. 
I  advise  the  honorable  member  to  look  after 
himself,  which  will  probably  give  him  quite 
enough  to  do  without  troubling  about  me. 
The  House  has  been  doing  px)d  work  dur- 
ing the  last  few  days,  and  it  was  a  mistake 
to  interrupt  business  by  giving  notice  of  a 
motion  of  which  notice  might  have  been 
given  equally  well  one  or  two  days  later. 
The  effect  will  be  that  the  people  of  West- 
ern Australia  will  believe  that  there  is  some 
ulterior  motive ;  and  the  facts  before  us  cer- 
tainly make  it  appear  that  there  is  something 


behind  this  action  of  honorable  members 
opposite.  There  is  no  reason  whatever  why 
the  motion  should  not  ha\'e  been  deferred 
for  a  day  or  two,  so  that  we  might  have  dis- 
posed of  the  Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta 
Railway  Survey  Bill,  the  Papua  Bill,  and 
some  other  measures,  in  the  same  way  as  the 
mover  was  careful  to  dispose  of  the  Arbitra- 
tion Bill,  before  hurriedly  launching  his  no- 
confidence  motion. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie).— I  regret 
that  the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan 
found  it  necessary  at  this  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceedings to  indulge  in  what  I  must,  even 
though  in  a  charitable  mood,  describe  as 
rather  a  theatrical  display. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^Not  at  all;  it  was 
genuine. 

Mr.  MAHON.— No  doubt  the  right  hon- 
orable member  had  a  genuine  purpose  to 
serve,  but  he  had  no  justification  for  the  re- 
marks which  he  made.  He  rather  misre- 
presented what  was  said  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Bland,  who,  in  defending  his 
party's  action  in  connexion  with  the  measure 
to  which  reference  has  been  made,  charged 
the  right  honorable  member  with  himself 
having  done  nothing  practical  to  forward 
it.  He  did  not  say  that  the  right  honoratble 
gentleman  had  not  done  valuable  work  in 
the  House,  and  in  the  country,  in  advocat- 
ing the  construction  of  the  railway,  but 
that  for  all  practical  purposes  the  project 
had  not  been  advanced  a  step  after  the 
right  honorable  member  had  been  in  office 
for  three  years.  It  was  not  until  a  motion 
of  want  of  confidence  had  been  accepted  

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  had  not  been 
accepted.    It  had  not  been  moved. 

Mr.  MAHON.— The  honorable  member 
for  North  Sydney  refused  to  allow  the 
Committee  stage  to  be  taken,  because  a 
motion  of  want  of  confidence  had  been 
moved. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  had  not  been 
moved. 

Mr.  MAHOX.— I  refer  the  right  honor- 
able member  to  Hansard.  There  was  vir- 
tually a  motion  of  want  of  confidence  be- 
fore the  House  at  the  time.  What  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Bland  said  was  that  the 
right  honorable  member  had  not,  during 
the  three  years  that  he  was  in  the  Ministry, 
brought  the  project  for  the  construction  of 
the  Transcontinental  Railway  to  a  success- 
ful issue.  The  right  honorable  member 
was  not  just  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Bland  in  saying  that  he  had  done 
nothing  in  the  matter  during  the  four 
months   that   he   was   in  ofince.     As  a 
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matter  of  fact,  the  first  really  practicable  | 
step  taken  in  connexion  with  it  was 
bis  proposal  to  the  Premier  of  Western 
Australia,  that  that  State  should  pay  mcve  > 
than  her  fer  capita  share  of  the  loss  during 
the  first  ten  years.  In  that  action,  he  went 
a  long  way  in  furthering  this  proposition, 
and  to  reconcile  Parliament  to  its  accept- 
ance. 

Sir  John  Fosrest. — I  am  very  glad  if 
he  did  that. 

Mr.  MAHON,— I  do  not  think  that  the 
right  honorable  member  really  intended  to  be 
quite  so  unreasonable  as  he  seemed  to  be, 
and  I  do  regret  very  much  that  he  should,  at 
this  stage,  have  taken  the  opportunity  to 
cast  reflections  upon  members  of  this  party, 
and  also  to  put  Ms  coUeagves  from  Western 
Australia  in  a  false  light  before  the  people 
of  that  State.  I  feel  sure  that,  upon  recon- 
sideration, he  will  r^ret  hanng  done  sa  As 
far  as  this  matter  is  coocemed,  I  can  corro- 
borate every  word  that  was  said  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Fremantle,  in  regard  to 
the  efforts  made  during  the  day,  to  induce 
the  Govenmient  supporters  in  ttie  comer  to 
abandon  their  exposition. 

Mr.  McCay.— What  about  honorable 
members  on  the  Oppositi(»i  side? 

Mr.  MAHON.— There  was  no  one  in  the 
Opposition  comer  who  was  inclined  to  stcme- 
wall  the  Bill. 

Mr.  McCay. — What  about  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Indi? 

Mr.  MAHON.— The  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Indi  said  very  little 
about  it. 

Mr.  McCay. — He  opposed  the  survey. 

Mr.  MAHON.— Did  he  make  a  three- 
hours'  speech  like  the  honorable  member  for 
Moira,  who  was  plainly  "stone- walling"  the 
measure  ? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^This  comes  from 
being  bound  hand  and  foot  to  the  Labour 
Party  ! 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  say  that  every  effort 
was  made  by  the  honcwable  member  las 
Bland,  and  by  the  Western  Australian  mem- 
bers, to  induce  the  Government  supporters  to 
abandon  their  opposition  to  the  Bill.  Hav- 
ing done  our  best  in  that  direction,  we  were 
not  going  to  interpose  a  barrier  to  the  mo- 
tion of  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Bland  has  given  notice. 

Sir  John  Forrest, — If  the  honorable 
member  had  told  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion that  he  would  not  support  him  m  his 
action  his  wishes  would  have  been  cxm- 
sulted. 


Mr.  MAHON.— I  am  afraid  that  my 
ideal  of  k^alty  to  my  leader  and  to  my 
colleagues  must  be  di£Ferent  from  that 
cherished  by  the  right  honorable  member 
for  Swan.  I  can  assure  the  House  that  we 
did  everything  possible  to  induce  the  Go- 
vernment supporters,  and  other  honorable 
membera  who  were  opposed  to  the  Bill, 
to  allow  it  to  go  tbroagh  to-day,  and 
I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  coutEe 
taken  hy  the  tmnorable  member  for  Bland* 
whidi  has  my  full  approval  and  indorse- 
ment. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydnej- — Minister  of 
External  Affairs). — I  merely  wish  to  make 
one  remark  in  reply  to  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corio.  He  complained 
that  I  neglected  to  answer  a  question  foi  a 
month.  The  statemoit  is  wiliUy  inaccurate, 
as  usual. 

Mr.  HtTME  Cook. — ^The  right  bcHK»able 
member  ought  not  to  say  "  as  usual." 

Mr.  REID.— I  say  "as  usual."  Surely 
I  can  have  my  own  opinion  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Hracs  Cook. — It  is  not  fair  to  say 
that  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Corio  was  "  wildly  inaccurate." 

Mr.  REID. — The  fastidious  conscience 
of  the  honorable  member  who  has  inter- 
jected is  an  annoyance  to  himself  as 
well  as  to  every  one  else.  With  reference 
to  the  statemmt  of  tlie  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Coxio,  I  should  like 
to  point  oitt  diat  the  question  to  iriuch  be 
refers  was  put  down  for  the  7th  September. 
Throi^h  some  nuscbance,  the  quesdon  was 
not  brought  under  my  attention  until  the 
morning  of  the  7th.  Until  that  moment  I 
had  not  the  remotest  idea  that  such  a  ques- 
tion was  upon  the  paper.  When  the  House 
met  on  the  7th,  I  asked  the  honorable  and 
learned  meoiber  to  postpone  bis  question  for 
a  week.  He  did  so,  and  it  appears  oa  the 
paper  for  to-day.  I  have  the  answer  in 
my  hand,  and  intended  to  read  it;  but,  as 
every  htxiorable  member  with  any  parlia- 
mentary esperioux  is  aware,  the  moment  a 
notice  of  motion  such  as  that  of  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  is  gii-en  it  becomes  im- 
possible even  to  put  such  questions. 
Consequently,  I  was  debarred  by  nothing 
for  which  I  was  responsible  from  answering 
the  questicHi  to  which  the  hcmorable  and 
learned  member  has  referred.  I  wish  to 
say  that  when  I  smiled  at  what  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  said  I  was  iKit 
smiling  at  the  urgent  necessity  fw  the  revi- 
sion of  the  Tariff,  which  is  now  the  object  of 
interert  to  the  Oppositim,  but  I  was  smiling 
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at  the  attempt  to  drag  a  rather  stale  red 
herring  across  the  trail.  I  also  wish  to  say 
that  since  the  motion  of  which  notice  has 
been  given  is  one  which  will  afford  every 
honorable  member  the  fullest  opportunity 
to  deal  with  every  subject  of  interest,  the  de~ 
sire  ■  to  commence  these  observaticKis  so 
soon  as  to-day  is  evidence  of  a  morbid 
appetite^ 

Question  resolved  in  the  affinnative. 
House  ftdjoumed  at  3.36  p-m. 


iO^ousc  of  ]Sepresentattbes. 

Tuesday,  20  September^  ^904' 


Mr.  Speaker  toc^  the  chair  at  2.30  p.m., 
and  read  prayers. 

PAPERS. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  laid  upon 
the  table  the  following  papers: — 

Amendment  of  Regulatiiws  under  the  Public 
Service  Act,  Nos.  104,  144,  168,  and  i6g. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio).— I  desire  to 
make  a  personal  explanation.  During  the 
meeting  of  the  House  on  Thursday  last  I 
drew  attention  to  the  action  of  the  Prime 
Minister  in  not  answering  a  question  of 
which  I  had  given  notice,  and  I  regret 
to  say  that  the  right  honorable  gentleman, 
spealang  in  reply  on  the  motion  for  the 
adjournment,  and  in  my  absence  from  the 
chamber,  so  that  I  had  no  opportunity  to 
defend  myself,  told  honorable  tnembers 
that  I  had  been  "wildly  inaccurate  as 
usual,"  and  that  I  had  not  given  notice 
of  the  question,  although,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  that  question  has  been  on  the 
notice-paper  for  nearly  a  month,  and  oc- 
cupies the  first  place  among  the  notices  of 
questions  on  the  business-paper  for  to-day. 

Mr.  Reid. — What  I  said  was  that  the 
question  had  not  be«i  brought  under  my 
notice  until  the  day  when  the  House  met 
after  the  recent  three  weeks'  adjournment, 
that  is  until  the  7  th  September. 

Mr.  CROUCH. — I  was  not  present  when 
the  Prime  Minister  made  fjie  statement 
to  which  I  take  exception,  so  that  I  may 
not  be  correct  in  saying  that  the  Prime 
Minister  made  the  statement  which  I  have 
attributed  to  him,  but  it  is  the  statement 


which  occurs  in  Hansard,  and  in  the  re- 
ports of  the  two  metropolitan  newspapers. 
That  the  impression  that  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  stated  that  I  was  "wildly  inac- 
curate as  usual,"  was  conveyed  to  members 
of  the  House,  is  pro\'ed  by  the  fact  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Bourke  thought 
it  necessary,  in  my  absence,  to  defend  my 
reputation.  On  the  i8th  August  last,  I 
gave  notice  of  my  intenticm  to  a^  the  Prime 
Minister  the  fcrilowing  question : — 

(i)  Whether  he  proposes  to  carry  out  the 
policy  that  in  all  Government  contracts  prefer- 
ence thall  be  given  to  local  manafactares  and 
products  ? 

(2}  Whether  he  will  cause  to  be  inserted  in  all 
Government  contracts  a  condition  that  goods  which 
can  be  reasonably  manufactured  in  Anstralia 
should  have  a  preference  over  similar  articles 
manufactured  outside. 

On  the  19th  Atjgust  o^ies  of  that  ques- 
tion were  distributed  to  the  members  of 
the  Ministry  and  of  the  House,  and  to 
the  press,  and  on  the  20th  it  was  pub- 
lashed  in  the  newspapers.  On  the  7  th 
September  the  Postmaster- General  came  to 
me,  and  informed  me  that  the  Prime  Min- 
ister was  not  ready  to  answer  it.  He  there- 
fore asked  me  if  I  would  postpone  it 

Mr.  Reid. — That  is  quite  right.  Hav- 
ing seen  the  notice  of  the  question  on  the 
7th,  the  day  upon  which  the  House  re- 
assembled, I  asked  the  Postmaster-General 
to  request  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber to  postpone  it,  as  I  had  not  had  time 
to  prepare  an  answer  to  it 

Mr.  iCROUCH.^-Unfortunately,  the 
Hansatd  and  newspaper  reports  state  that 
the  Prime  Minister  said  that  he  did  not  see 
the  question  uxtfil  the  8th  Septembn. ,  In 
reply  to  the  request  of  the  Postmaster- 
General,  I  said  that  the  Prime  Minister 
had  had  three  weeks  in  which  to  prepare 
an  answer,  and  that,  as  I  had  previously 
asked  the  question  without  notice,  I 
thought  he  should  be  ready  to  answer  it 
then.  The  Prime  Minister  said  that  on 
the  8th  September  I  consented  to  its  post- 
ponement, but  on  that  day  I  was  at  the 
Geelong  Agricultural  Show,  and  did  not 
enter  the  chamber  until  late  in  the  even- 
ing, so  that  I  oould  vat  have  consented  to 
its  postponement  then.  On  the  X5th,  when 
I  asked  for  a  reply  to  the  question,  I 
stated  that  it  had  "  appeared  upon  the 
business-paper  for  about  a  month,"  but 
the  House  was  nevertheless  afterwards  in- 
formed by  the  Prime  Minister,  in  my  ab- 
sence, that  I  had  been  "  wildly  inaccu- 
rate," that  I  had  asked  it  on  the  8th, 
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and  had  then  consented  to  its  postpone- 
ment. I  think  that  that  was  a  very  unfair 
statement  to  make.  Six  weeks  ago  I  asked 
the  Prime  ftlinister,  who  was  then  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  the  same  question.  He 
made  a  laughing  reply,  but  did  not  answer 
it.  I  do  not  understand  why  he  has  not 
answered  it.  Although  he  has  said  that 
I  was  "  wildly  inaccurate,  as  usual,"  I 
have  shown  that  in  this  case  I  was  not 
inaccurate.  Whatever  has  been  charged 
against  me,  I  have  not  been  charged  with 
being  an  artful  dodger. 

MOTION  OF  WANT  OF 
CONFIDENCE. 

Mr.  WATSON  (Bland).— I  move- 
That  the  present  Administration  does  not  pos- 
sess the  confidence  of  this  House. 

As  is  usual  in  such  cases,  perhaps,  the  Oppo- 
sition has  been  charged  with  delaving  pub- 
lic busine-ss  by  giving  notice  of  this  motion, 
and  I  admit  that  a  certain  amount  of  delay 
must  inevitably  ensue  from  its  discussion. 
But  on  almost  every  occasion  when  a  new 
Administration  has  assumed  oflfce,  it  has 
been  the  right  and  legitimate  practice  for 
the  Opposition,  unless  the  fact  that  the 
Government  was  supported  by  a  large 
majority  had  been  clearlv  made  known 
by  some  such  process  as  a' general  election, 
or  as  the  result  of  a  vote  in  the  House,  to  as- 
certain by  the  readiest  means  what  its  posi- 
tion really  was.  When  the  Administration 
of  which  I  was  at  the  head  came  into  power 
a  few  months  ago,  the  nresent  Prime  Min- 
ister, who  was  then  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, stated  in  this  Chamber,  on  the  night 
that  we  first  met  the  House,  that  he  would 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  test  our  posi- 
tion, and  he  on  several  occasions  repeated 
that  statement  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, and  especially  at  Kyneton  and  at  War- 
ragul.  On  almost  every  occasion  when  he 
spoke  in  public  he  breathed  fire  and  defiance 
against  us. 

Mr.  Batchelor.— He  only  breathed  it. 
though. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  admit  that  his  threat- 
ened motion  of  want  of  confidence  did  not 
materialize ;  but  he  recognised  that  it  was  a 
proper  thing  to  ask  the  House  whether  the 
then  Government  did  or  did  not  possess  the 
confidence  of  its  members.  Curiously 
enough,  however,  the  newspapers  which  are 
criticising  the  present  Opposition  for  delay- 
ing the  discussion  of  matters  of  public  im- 
portance, then  used  every  argument  that 
'  i  be  brought  to  bear  to  force  the  right 


honorable  gentleman  to  take  similar  action 
against  us.  The  Sydney  Daily  Telegraph 
said  that  it  was  a  disgrace  to  the  right  hon- 
orable gentlonan,  and  to  those  assodated 
with  him,  that  they  had  allowed  weeks  to 
elapse  without  challenging  the  positifxi  of 
the  then  Government.  Now  that  news- 
paper has  suddenly  become  converted 
to  the  belief  that  the  pressing  need 
of  the  country  is  "settled  Government." 
and  that  therefore  no  attempt  should 
be  made  to  interfere  with  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  Treasury  benches  by  honorable 
gentlemen  opposite.  I  contend  that  we 
have  a  right  to  ascertain  what  is  the  posi- 
tion of  parties  in  this  Chamber.  The  pro- 
gramme of  the  Government  has  been  put 
before  us,  and  it  is  a  matter  for  our  con- 
sideration whether  it  is  to  be  held  suffi- 
cient, both  in  regard  to  that  portion  which 
is  to  be  carried  out  in  the  present  session, 
and  in  regard  to  the  remaining  items  which 
are  to  be  carried  into  effect  as  part  of 
the  future  policy  of  the  Government. 
The  Prime  Minister,  when  speaking  in 
Sydney,  did  not  specifically  complain  of 
the  action  of  the  Opposition  in  challeng- 
ing his  position,  but  stated  that  there  was 
nothing  in  the  Government  programme  that 
called  for  opposition.  So  far  as  the  Go- 
vernment programme  relates  to  this  ses- 
sion, so  far  as  the  actual  list  of  Bills  that 
are  to  be  brought  forward  and  pushed 
through,  are  concerned,  I  admit  that  there 
is  nothing  that  calls  for  opposition  on 
our  part.  Why  ?  Because  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  and  his  col  - 
leagues  have  been  at  every  pains  to  select 
absolutely  non-contentious  measures  for  this 
session. 

Mr.  Groom. — Measures  taken  from  the 
programmes  of  previous  Governments. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Exactly.  There  is  ab- 
solutely nothing  to  which  exception  can  be 
taken.  Of  course,  if  a  Govemment  is  pre- 
pared to  do  only  those  things  which  are 
certain  to  be  approved  by  a  large  majo- 
rity of  the  people,  very  little  exception  can 
be  taken  to  its  immediate  programme.  H 
is  questionable,  however,  whether  the  coun- 
try will  benefit  from  a  mark-time  arrange- 
ment of  that  sort. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  honorable  member  used 
to  advocate  one  step  at  a  time. 

Mr.  WATSON.— So  far  as  any  large 
measure  of  public  importance  is  concerned 
no  step  is  prtqiosed  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment 
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Mr.  Isaacs. — Unless  it  be  a  step  back- 
wards. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  shall  deal  with  that 
aspect  of  the  question  presently.  I  think  that 
there  is  a  possibility  of  a  considerable  step 
backwards  being  ta'  en  by  the  present  Go- 
vernment in  relation  to  some  of  the  legisla- 
tion we  have  passed.  At  present,  however, 
I  am  speaking  of  the  immediate  pro- 
gramme which  the  Government  have  laid  be- 
fore the  country,  that  they  have  deigned  to 
outline  for  the  consideration  of  the  electors, 
and  I  say  that  it  is  such  as.  to  call  for  very 
little  remark,  and  that  it  certainly  will  not 
constitute  one  step  in  advance,  even  if  the 
whole  of  it  be  carried  out.  Take  the  Con- 
ciliation and  Arbitration  Bill.  With  the 
exception  of  the  amendment  adopted  at  the 
instance  of  the  Minister  of  Defence,  the 
Government  have  accepted  the  whole  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  the  Bill  of  the 
late  Govmunent,  with  the  e»xption  re- 
ferred ta 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  admit  that  with  that 
exception  it  is  our  Bill,  but,  as  I  have  al- 
ready stated,  I  regard  that  amendment  as 
sufficient  to   vitiate   the   whole  measure, 
so  far  as  the  prospect  of  its  successful 
working  is  concerned.      The  Government 
have  been  content  to  take  on  trust  the  pro- 
posal that  the  railway  servants  of  the 
States  shall  be  included  within  the  scope 
of  the  measure.    That  objectionable  fea- 
ture, from  the  stand-point  of  honorable 
members  opposite  has  been  ignored  in  their 
anxiety  to  get  the  measure  out    of  the 
road.     So   far  as   that   specific  mattei 
is    concerned   I   have    no    objection  to 
urge,  but  I  will  pass  oai  to  the  other  pro- 
posals.    The  Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta 
Railway  Survey  Bill  is  a  distinctly  non- 
partv  measure — one  upon  which  the  leading 
members  of  all  parties  are  agreed  so  far  as 
the  survey  is  concerned.    Then,  again,  the 
Electoral  Bill  is  a  non-party  measure,  con- 
taininp;  nothing  of  importance  in  the  way 
of  detail.    The  Papua  Bill,  the  Fraudu- 
lent Trade  Marks  Bill,   and  the  Trade 
Marks  Bill  proper  are  all  measures  of  very 
little  importance  fnxn  the  political  point 
of  view. 

^fr.  Johnson. — ^They  are  necessary 
measures. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Yes,  but  they  have  no 
knportant  bearing  frwn  the  point  of  view 
of  controversial  politics.  Then,  again, 
the  Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill 
is  to  be  treated  as  an  open  question.  I 


am  quite  prepared  to  admit  that  it  would 
have  been  altogether  unreasonable  to  expect 
the  Government  to  come  down  with  a  pro- 
gramme for  this  session  as  long  as  your 
arm.  In  such  a  case  they  might 
have  been  challenged  upon  the  real 
hope  of  cairying  out  their  programme. 
I  do  contend,  howe\-er,  that  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  we  are  nearing  the 
end  of  the  session,  this  House  and  the 
country — and  more  particularly  the  coun- 
try— ^had  a  right  to  expect  a  declarati(»i 
from  the  Government  with  re|;ard  to 
the  course  they  intmded  to  follow  next  ses- 
sioKL 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Oh,  na  That  is 
quite  a  new  idea. 

Mr.  WATSON. — Is  the  country  not  to 
be  taken  into  the  confidence  of  the  Govern- 
ment ?  Are  the  electors  to  be  regarded  as 
having  no  interest  in  the  legislation  that  is 
to  engage  our  attention?  Is  the  country  to 
be  satisfied  when  the  Ministry  says,  Micaw- 
ber  like,  "Wait  until  something  turns 
up,  and  then  we  shall  be  prepared  to  place 
our  programme  before  you." 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  honorable  member  is 
prepared  to  maik  time  until  the  next  Par- 
liament, according  to  the  alliance  pro- 
gramme. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  honorable  member 
will  find  that  some  very  large  questions  are 
dealt  with  in  the  alliance  programme. 

Mr.  McCay. — They  are  treated  as  open 
questions. 

Mr.  WATSON. — There  are  many  im- 
portant questions  that  are  not  left  open. 
Our  programme  is  not  characterized  by  that 
mean  spiritedness  that  displays  itself  in  a 
readiness  to  defer  in  everything  to  the  in- 
terests of  those  who  are  not  specially  charged 
with  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Commonwealth.   So  far  as  any  allusion 
is  made  to  large  measures  by  the  Govern- 
ment, it  is  indicated  that  they  are  prepared 
to  defer  to  the  wishes  of  the  States  Go- 
vernments.    That  seems  to  be  the  keynote 
of  the  whole  policy  that  the  Government 
are  putting  forward.    They  are  not  stand- 
ing Ml  the  constituticMial  powers  handed  over 
to  the  Federal  Government.    They  are  not 
declaring,  "  We  are  prepared  to  carry  these 
things  through  if  we  can  obtain  the  co- 
opeiaticni  of  the  States  Governments.  If 
we  can  so  adjust  the  proposals  as  to  work 
harmoniously  with  the  States  authorities 
we  are  prepared  to  do  so;  but  in  anv 
case  we  intend  to  push  them  through." 
They    make    no    such    statement,  but 
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in  regard  to  the  High  Commissioner 
Bill,  the  old-age  pensions  question, 
aod  even  in  regard  to  that  pet  idea 
of  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs 
— the  enoouragemmt  of  agriculture — they 
are  dcnng  nothing  and  are  proponng  nothing 
except  to  consult  the  States  Governments. 
I  say  that  that  is  not  the  position  for  Min- 
isters in  charge  of  the  affairs  of  Australia 
to  take  up.  As  Z  have  indicated,  I  have 
everv  desire  that  harmonious  relations  should 
exist  between  the  States  and  the  Federal 
authorities ;  but  there  should  be  a  straight- 
out  declaration  of  policy  from  the  gratle- 
man  in  charge  of  the  Government  as  re- 
sponsible Ministers  as  to  their  own  ideas, 
and  how  far  they  are  going  to  a^  Parlia- 
ment to  give  effect  to  them  at  the  earliest 
opportunity.  Take,  for  instance^  the  High 
Commissioner  Bill.  From  my  point  of 
view  there  is  very  grave  objectioc  indeed 
to  the  ccHitinued  postponement  of  that  par- 
ticular measure.  When  speaking  on  Thurs- 
day week,  I  alluded  to  the  difficulties 
through  which  Australia  had  had  to  pass 
because  of  the  absence  from  London  of 
some  person  who  could  speak  with  autho- 
rity as  to  the  meaning,  intention,  and  scope 
of  the  legislation  passed  by  this  Parliament. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^There  is  nothing 
spoiling  on  that  account. 

Mr.  WATSON.— With  all  due  respect  to 
the  honorable  member,  I  think  that  a  good 
deal  is  spoiling.  The  Commonwealth  is 
being  misunderstood,  and  is  being  misre- 
presented, and  I  think  that  this  is  doing  a 
great  deal  of  harm  indeed  to  the  people  of 
Australia,  and  that  it  will  later  on 
materially  affect  their  interests.  The  Prime 
Minister  a  little  while  ago  stated  that  in 
the  estimation  of  people  in  the  United 
Kingdwn  Australia  was  practically  barred 
to  immigrants  because  of  the  laws  we  had 
passed,  and  I  say  that  such  a  view  could 
not  obtain  if  the  people  of  England  thor- 
oughly understood  the  legislation  which  we 
have  adopted. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Perhaps  they  under- 
stand it  only  too  well. 

Mr.  WATSON.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber appeals  to  the  hmorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat  upon  that  point  he 
will  find  that  he  is  mistaken.  He  will  dis- 
cover that  there  is  r»o  possibility,  except  by 
twisting  the  absolute  intention  of  Parlia- 
ment) out  of  its  proper  channel,  of  prevent- 
ing any  person  free  from  shackles  who 
desires  to  settle  here  from  coming  to  Aus- 
tralia. There  is  every  desire  on  the  part 


of  all  parties  to  encourage  those  people  to 
come  here,  and  to  assist  them  after  their 
arrival.  However,  altogether  apart  fnxn 
the  question  of  diplomatic  representations 
in  the  heart  of  the  Empire,  we  have  merely 
to  Xock.  at  what  has  been  aconnplished  in' 
Canada — even  during  the  last  year  or  so 
— by  its  High  Commissioner  to  realize  how 
far  our  producers  could  be  assisted  by 
having  resident  in  London,  with  fin 
adequate  staff,  an  officer  charged  with 
a  proper  sense  of  his  resp(xisibilities.  I 
ask  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Custous 
whether  he  is  satisfied  to  sanction  another 
year  or  so  of  delay  in  regard  to  the  High 
Conunissionership  when  he  reflects  upon  the 
manner  in  which  the  Canadian  High  Com- 
missooCT  has  increased  the  demand  fcx 
Canadian  products  in  London,  by  reason 
of  the  steps  which  he  has  taken  to  place 
them  before  the  people  and  to  familiarise 
everybody  with  their  quality  and  price? 

Mr.   Joseph  Cook. — Have  they  any 
State  Agents-General  there? 
Mr.  WATSON.— No. 
Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— That  is  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  present  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Customs. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Is  it?   If  so,  the  hon- 
orable  member  is  deeper  in  the  secret  than 
is  the  country,  because  I  do  not  take  it 
that  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs 
has  professed  himself  at  all  satisfied  with 
the  work  which  the  State  Agents-General 
are  performing.   I  do  not  believe  that  anv 
one  will  ctxitend  that  it  is  possible  for  a 
number  of  gentlemen,  however  energetic 
and  able  they  may  be,  to  render  exactly  the 
same  service  as  could  be  rendered  by  (me 
well-equipped  central  office  working  upon 
a  detailed  plan  for  the  benefit  of  all 
Australia.     I   do   not   think   the  iiini- 
ster  will  urge  that  for  a  moment.    To  my 
mind  it   is  a  serious   thing,   from  the 
sUnd-point  of  our  pfoducen,   that  we 
should  ocxitinue  to  neglect  the  magnificent 
market  offered  by  the  mother  country,  which 
imports  annually  ;^23o,ooo,ooo  worth  of 
foodstuffs,  of  which  Australia  contributes 
only  a  little  more  than  ;^3,ooo,ooo  worth, 
by  indefinitely  delaying  the  appointment 
of  a  High  Commissioner,  because,  forsooth, 
"  it  is  necessary  to  consult  the  States  Go- 
vernments."  While  the  last  Administration 
was  in  office,  I  took  steps,  I  admit,  to  con- 
sult the  States  Governments  as  to  how  far 
they  would  be  willing— if  a  High  Cbmmis- 
sioner  were  appointed — to  take  advantage 
of  the  facilitioB  which  his  office  would 
offer  in  ccHijunction  with  the  various  State 
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Agendes,  and  further,  I  inquired  whether 
they  were  prepared  to  allow  the  High  Con- 
missioner  to  take  charge  of  the  various 
operations  connected  with  the  States  debts. 
But  whilst  asking  for  an  expression  of  their 
views,  and  intimating  an  anxiety  to  meet 
them  in  every  pos^ble  way,  I  was  not  un- 
wise enough  to  contemplate  delaying  for  a 
moment  iht  introduction  of  the  High  Com- 
missioner Bill,  or  the  appointment  of  the 
gentleman  who  should  fill  that  position. 
Therefore,  I  feel  that  the  Government  have 
taken  a  wrong  step  in  deferring  the  con- 
sideration of  this  most  important  question. 
Then,  there  is  another  matter  to  whidi  I 
desire  to  direct  attention— t  refer  to  old-age 
pensions.  Here,  again,  the  Government  are 
apparently  prepared  to  allow  the  whole 
possability  of  obtaining  Federal  old-age 
pensions  to  rest  with  the  States  Govern- 
ments. 

Mr.  McCay.— What  does  the  alliance 
programme  mean  upon  that  point? 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  means  exactly  what 
it:  states,  namely*  that  we  should  get  an  old- 
age  pension  scheme,  which  will  be  fair 
alike  to  the  States  and  individuals — ^but  we 
shall  get  it  It  doe!s  not  mean  that  we  intend 
to  oxisult  the  States  about  it,  and  then 
defer  to  their  deasion  as  to  whether 
or  not  we  are  to  have  such  a 
scheme.  It  means  that  we  shall  at- 
tempt to  arrive  at  an  understanding 
with  them,  but  that  failing  that  we  shall 
still  go  for  an  old-age  pension  scheme.  Are 
we  to  confess  that  the  Commonwealth  is.  so 
financially  decrepit  that  it  cannot  under- 
take to  provide  fcnr  its  aged  poor,  or  that 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  are  not 
sufficiently  elastic  to  allow  of  the  whole 
of  the  old  people  of  Australia  being  taken 
under  the  care  of  the  Conunc»iwealth ?  I, 
for  one,  say  that,  even  in  those  States 
where  old-age  pensi(»is  are  granted  to-day 
— in  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales — Xht 
existing  administration,  while  it  is,  perhaps, 
all  that  is  pomible  under  a  State  Act,  is  not 
satisfactory  from  the  stand-point  of  those 
who  believe  in  the  principle  of  old-age 
pensions.  We  know  that  many  of  the  most 
deserving  Australian  pi(nieer8,  by  reason 
of  the  very  fact  that  they  went  from  Mie 
State  to  another,  helping  to  develop  their 
resources — as  the  gold  miners  in  the  old 
days  followed  the  rush  from  Bendigo  to 
Lambing  flat,  and  fnxn  Lamtnng  Flat 
perhaps  went  to  Queensland — are  largely 
debarred  frcHn  participating  in  the  advan- 
tages   which    old-age   pensions  should 


c^er  to  them.  Yet,  aosrdmg  to 
the  dictum  of  the  Govenunent,  we 
are  to  be  content,  in  the  case  of  New 
South  Wales  and  Victoria,  to  allow 
that  condition  of  things  to  continue,  whilst, 
so  far  as  the  other  States  are  ccmcemed, 
we  have  no  indication  thai  the  Government 
will  make  any  sustained  effort  to  secure 
pensions  for  the  aged  poor,  if  the  States 
Governments  cannot  see  their  way  to  agree 
to  the  proposal. 

Mr.  HuiCE  Cook. — ^The  Govenunent  al- 
most entirely  forgot  to  menticxi  the  matter. 

Mr.  WATSON.~Yes.  It  is  peculiar 
that,  in  regard  to  this  matter,  we  received 
the  Ministerial  statement  of  pdicy  by  in- 
stalments. The  Prime  Minister  outlined 
a  portion  of  his  prc^ramme  in  this  House. 
That  was  supplemented  on  the  aame  day,  so 
far  as  the  question  of  <^d-age  pensions  was 
coiicerned,  by  the  statement  of  the  Attor-- 
nev-General  in  another  place,  and  on  the 
following  day  it  was  still  further  supple- 
mented by  the  other  respwisible  gentleman 
in  the  Ministry,  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs.  It  is  rather  unusual  that 
we  should  receive  a  statement  of 
policy  by  instalments  in  that  fashion. 
Of  course,  if  it  were  a  good 
policy,  it  would  not  matter.  I  merely  com- 
ment upon  it  as  being  an  unusual  proceed- 
ing. I  contend,  therefore,  that  it  is  not 
sufficient  for  those  who  favour  the  payment 
of  old-age  pensions  to  be  told  that  if  the 
States  are  agreeable,  effect  will  be  given 
to  such  a  scheme.  What  is  the  alterna- 
tive? That  we  should  wait,  I  am  given  to 
understand,  until  the  expiration  of  the 
Braddon  section  of  the  ConstitutiorL  That 
is  rather  longer  than  I  hc^  to  wait  be- 
fore seeing  such  a  adteme  in  existence.  If 
we  are  to  judge  by  the  attitude  taken  up 
by  the  States  Treasurers  when  in  amference 
with  the  present  Treasurer  a  little  while 
ago,  there  is  no  prospect  whatever  of  the 
States  Governments  agreeing  to  become  re- 
sponsible for  an  old-age  pension  scheme. 
I  hope  it  is  not  so;  but  if  we 
are  to  accept  as  a  criterion  the  statements 
which  they  made  a  few  months  ago,  there 
is  verv  little  prospect  indeed  of  obtaining 
from  that  source  any  adeqtiate  scheme  of 
old-age  pennons.  Having  taken  a  brief 
glance  at  what  the  Gomnment  pro- 
pose to  do,  we  have  to  consider  what 
they  have  omitted  frran  their  programme. 
I  repeat  that  we  look  in  vain  for  any  in- 
dication of  policy  which  offers  hope  to  thf 
comnranitv.  Whilst  those  measures  of 
which  I  have  spoken  are  of  importance  in 
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themselves,  stiU  they  are  only  details. 
They  do  not  largely  affect  the  welfare  of 
the  people  of  Australia.  The  matters  which 
the  Government  intend  to  press  through 
during  the  current  session  are,  compara- 
tively speaking,  of  little  importance,  and 
we  have  the  most  eloquent  silence  as  to 
their  intentions  in  other  respects.  Take, 
for  instance,  the  pressing  question  of  irri- 
gation and  water  conservation.  The  Prime 
Minister  has  made  no  reference  to  the  in- 
tentims  of  the  Government  in  that  regard. 
He  gave  no  indication  of  how  far  the  Minis- 
try are  prepared  to  assist  the  States  to  come 
to  an  agreement,  or  to  take  acticHi 
in  the  event  of  the  States  being  willing  to 
allow  the  Federal  authorities  to  assume  con- 
trot  of  that  question.  There  is  no  indica- 
tion whatever  as  to  the  intenticms  of  the 
Government  in  that  connexion.  I  do  not 
think  that  anybody  to-day  can  overrate 
the  importance  of  water  conservation  and 
efficient  irrigatirai  so  far  as  the  people  of 
of  Australia  are  concerned.  I  am  not 
here  to  put  forward  anything  in  the  nature 

of  a  policy,  but  I  did  expect  

Mr,  Reid. — Give  the  people  some  hope. 
Mr.  WATSON.— So  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, when  the  late  Government  was  in 
(^ce,  we  submitted  a  policy,  I  admit,  of 
comparatively  small  importance  for  the 
present  session.  We  included  in  our  state- 
ment of  policy  for  the  present  sessicxi  a 
very  definite  pronouncement  on  the  Con- 
ciliation and  Arbitration  Bill,  and  in  re- 
gard to  some  contentious  clauses  in  that  mea- 
sure, while  in  our  policy  for  next  session 
we  included  proposals  of  such  vast  impor- 
tance that  they  brought  down  upon  us  the 
anathemas  of  all  those  who  were  opposed 
to  the  legislation  that  we  had  been  putting 
forward. 

Mr.  McCay. — But  those  planks  are  not 
to  be  found  in  the  alliance  programme. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Some  of  them  are.  Old- 
age  pensions  were  certauily  included  in  our 
programme  for  next  session.  The  alliance 
programme  does  not  necessarily  covet  all 
the  proposals  that  will  be  put  before  the 
country  if  an  opportunity  offers ;  there  may 
be  further  agreement  with  respect  to  other 
matters.  It  deals  merely  with  the  prelim- 
inary proposals  to  which  we  have  agreed, 
and  the  resptmsibility  does  not  rest  upon 
our  shoulders  at  the  present  moment  to 
take  steps  to  inform  the  people  as  to  the 
course  we  propose  to  take.  My  complaint 
to-day  is  against  the  Government,  and  I 
assert  that  we  look  in  vain  for  any  expres- 
sion of  their  intentions,  once  the  present 


session  has  closed,  witli  regard  to  any  im- 
portant or  far-reaching  proposal. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — The  Oppositiwi  have  net 
given  the  Govenunent  an  opportunity  to 
express  their  intentions  in  regard  to  next 
session. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — ^They  will  have  an 
opportunitv  to-day. 

Mr.  WATSON.— They  had  ample  oppor- 
tunity to  do  so  a  fortnight  ago;  and  in 
view  of  the  COTtiplaint  that  has  been 
made  against  them,  they  will  probably  be 
willing  to  take  advantage  of  the  further  op- 
portunity which  this  nurtion  offers.  The 
question  arises  whether  the  Government  have 
any  policy,  (v  whether  the  settlement  of  a 
policy  awaits  the  long-deferred  caucus  meet- 
ing of  the  members  of  the  Ministerial  Party. 

Mr.  Johnson. — We  do  not  hold  caucus 
meetings. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  understand  that  there 
is  a  difficulty  in  regard  to  certain  matters, 
and  that  the  only  chance  of  their  adjust- 
ment rests  in  the  party  coming  to  an  ar- 
rangement in  caucus.  It  is  certainly  rather 
interesting  to  speculate  as  to  the  results  of 
that  meeting,  and  as  to  whether,  as  the 
outcome  of  it,  we  shall  be  able  to  loc4t  for- 
ward to  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  declara- 
tion of  policy  upon  the  larger  and  more 
important  questions  to  which  I  haxt  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  Wilson.— Some  of  us  would  like  to 
know  what  those  nuestions  are. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  refer  to  the  matters 
which  have  been  omitted  from  the  Govern- 
ment programme.  The  Prime  Minister 
stated  at  Warra^ul,  a  little  while  ago,  that 
it  was  his  intention  to  challenge  the  position 
of  the  Watson  Government,  and  to  compel 
every  man  to  define  his  position.  The  neces- 
sitv  to  cOTipel  every  honorable  member  tf> 
define  his  nositicMi  still  exists.  We  have 
had  from  the  Prime  Minister  a  declaration 
of  open  war  against,  not  only  the  Oppo- 
sition, comprising  members  of  the  Labour 
Party,  but  every  honorable  member  who 
dares  to  sympathize  with  the  objects  which 
animate  that  party,  and  the  general  prin- 
ciples which  underlie  their  programme. 

Afr.  Kennfdv. — That  is  not  so. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Only  a  few  weeks  ag.7 
the  Prime  Minister  said  that  the  war 
into  which  he  and  his  party  had  that 
night  entered  against  the  Labour  Party  must 
be  carried  to  a  conclusion.  Is  it  to  be  ex- 
pected, therefore,  that  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  and  his  colleagues,  having  pro- 
claimed that  warfare  had  commenced,  -we 
shall  stand  aside  and  allow  them  to  use 
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the  machinery  of  Gcrvemment  to  defeat, 
whether  by  legislation  or  by  administration, 
the  very  objects  which  we  had  in  view  in 
entering  this  Parliament?  I  for  one  can- 
not conceive  how  any  unprejudiced  person 
could  expect  us  to  take  up  such  a  position. 
The  Prime  Minister  states  that  the  Labour 
Party  represent  a  class ;  but  the.  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs  goes  a  good  deal  fur- 
ther, and  asserts  that  we  represent  only  the 
section  of  a  class.  I  am  prepared  to  admit 
that  the  first  revolt  against  the  domination 
of  those  who  were  peculiarly  class  represen- 
tatives— those  who  had  looked  to  the  inter- 
ests of  only  a  class,  and  that  tme  the 
moneyed  class — the  first  note  of  rebellion 
against  the  domination  of  that  class  of  poli- 
ticians certainly  came  from  only  the  section 
of  a  class.  At  its  inception  it  came  from 
the  manual  labourer  and  the  artisan. 

Mr.  Webster. — From  those  who  suf- 
fered. 

Mr.  WATSON.— From  those  who  had 
suffered  most  fitm  the  injustice  of  legislation 
which  preceded  the  advent  of  the  Labour 
Party  into  Parliament.  But  the  Labour 
movement  had  scarcely  taken  shape — ^it  had 
not  been  promulgated  for  more  than  a 
month  or  two — before  there  flocked  to  its 
standard  men  representing  every  section  of 
the  conmunity,  save  those  which  had  some- 
thing to  lose  by  the  disturbance  of  the  exist- 
ing system.  We  are  told  that  we  have  no 
■  right  to  arrogate  to  ourselves  the  term 
"  Labour  Party."  It  is  because  there  is  no 
broader  term  than  the  words  "  Labour 
Party  "  that  we  seek  to  describe  ourselves 
in  that  way.  It  is  because  our  platfnm 
shows  a  regard  for  the  interests  of  all  sec- 
tions of  the  community  that  we  are  justified 
in  calling  ourselves  the  Labour  Party.  I 
challenge  those  who  contend  that  we  are 
representatives  of  only  a  class  or  the  sec- 
tion of  a  class  to  point  to  one  proposal  in 
the  platform  of  the  Federal  Labour  Party, 
or  in  that  of  any  of  the  Labour  Parties  off 
the  States  Parliaments,  which  is  in  the  in- 
terest only  of,  a  class  or  of  a  section  of  a 
class. 

Mr.  Johnson, — Preference  for  unionists. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  honorable  member 
suggests  that  preference  for  unionists  is  a 
proposal  to  which  he  objects.  The  grant- 
ing of  preference  to  unionists,  however, 
would  not  have  infringed,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  the  rights  of  any  person  employed 
in  any  industry.  It  would  certainly  have 
allowed  the  organization  upon  which  the 
whole  superstructure  of  compulsory  arbi- 
tration is  built  to  fulfil  the  mission  set  out 


for  them  by  those  who  first  conceived  the 
principle.  Beyond  that,  it  would  have  done 
nothing.    I  am  convinced  that  many  of 

those  who  object  to  preference  to  unionists 
do  not  understand  the  theory  upon  which 
compulsory  arbitration  is  based.  If  they 
did  they  would  not  be  found  in  opposition 
to  it. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — It  is  provided  for  in  the 
Bill  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  WATSOX.— Of  course  it  is  in  the 

Bill. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — It  was  meekly  ac- 
cepted 

Mr.  WATSON.— Let  me  deal  with  the 
programme  of  the  Federal  Labour  Party. 
The  first  plank  in  the  platform  is  the  main- 
tenance of  a  white  Australia.  What  is 
there  in  that  proposal  that  is  peculiarly 
helpful  to  a  class?  Surely  it  is  the  con- 
cern of  the  whole  community  that  Austra- 
lia should  be  kept  free  from  the  contami- 
nation which  follows  in  the  train  of  an  in- 
flux of  coloured  peoples.  Surely  it  is  not  a 
matter  in  which  the  workmen  of  Australia 
are  alone  interested.  I  submit  that  the 
whole  of  the  people  of  Australia  have  a 
vital  and  direct  interest  in  legislation  deal- 
ing with  that  question. 

Mr.  Salmon. — But  the  question  is  not 
one  of  which  the  Labour  Party  has  a  mono- 
poly. 

Mr.  WATSOX.— I  am  free  to  admit  that 
that  is  so ;  but  the  honorable  member  must 
reaallect  that  that  which  I  am  seeking  to 
do  at  the  present  moment  is  to  disprove 
the  assertion  that  the  members  of  the  La- 
bour Party  are  here  as  the  representatives 
of  a  class,  and  I  am  dealing  with  the  items 
in  our  progranune  in  support  of  my  con- 
tention. Another  plank  in  our  platform  is 
that  of  cwnpulsory  arbitration.  Would 
any  honorable  member  contend  that  com- 
pulsory arbitration  is  in  the  interests  of 
manual  labourers  alone? 

Mr.  Webster. — No  one  who  understands 
it  would  do  so. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Certainly  not.  Any 
one  who  has  the  faintest  recollection 
of  that  which  has  frequently  occurred  in 
Australia — of  the  immense  loss  which  has 
followed  from  strikes — will  at  least  admit 
that  the  whole  community  has  the  keenest 
interest  in  the  settlement  of  industrial 
troubles.  Then  we  also  make  provision  for 
old-age  pensions.  It  may  be  said  that  here 
at  last  is  something  in  our  programme  in 
which  the  workers  are  peculiarly  interested. 
I  admit  that  in  the  main  such  a  proposal 
is  likely  to  affect  those  who  have  to  rely  on 
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manual  labour  for  their  daily  bread. 
The  manual  labourer  and  the  artisan,  as 
conditions  are  throughout  the  world,  have 
but  little  opportunity  indeed  to  provide 
against  old  age.  But  there  are  many  m 
this  competitive  world  of  ours  who  imagine 
themselves  to  be  free  from  all  possibility  of 
want  in  the  evening  of  their  lives,  but  who, 
because  of  scHne  untoward  e^'ent^  find  to 
their  surprise,  that  even  they  have  to  ask 
for  an  old-age  pension.  We  find  in  New 
South  Wales  to-day  that  a  very  large  per- 
centage— all  things  considered — of  those 
who  are  i  eceiving  pensions,  are  people 
who  never  did  a  stroke  of  manual 
labour  in  their  lives,  who  were  never 
artisans,  but  who  occupied>  positions 
which  one  would  have  imagined  would 
have  preserved  them  against  the  pos- 
sibility of  having  to  come  on  the  State  in 
their  old  age.  I  say  again  that  there 
is  nothing  peculiar  to  labouring  (leople  in 
this  old-age  pensions  proposal.  Then  we 
have  the  natic«aIization  of  monopolies.  I 
cannot  see  that  the  workers  have  any  more 
to  gain  in  that  respect  than  have  the  rest 
of  the  community.  That  is  to  say,  those  who 
are  ordinarily  looked  upon  as  the  labouring 
class  have  no  greater  interest  than  t^e  rest 
of  the  community  have  in  nationalizing 
monopolies. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — Than  those  who  retail 
tobacco,  for  instance. 

Mr.  WATSON. — ^Those  who  retail  to- 
bacco to-day  are  suffering  from  the  opera- 
tions of  a  monopolistic  combine.  Thsy  are 
suflFering  worse  than  the  ordinary  man  in 
the  street,  because  so  far  the  combination 
has  confined  its  kind  attentions  to  the  re- 
tailer. It  has  got  rid  of  a  number  of  com- 
mercial travellers,  and  it  has  raised  the  price 
of  tobacco  to  the  retailer,  who  has  to  be 
content  with  a  smaller  profit ;  and  in  some 
cases  the  combination  has  cut  him  down 
to  such  an  extent  that  there  is  not  any- 
thing approaching  a  livelihood  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  product. 

Mr.  Kelly. — If  the  honorable  member 
is  so  certain  of  these  farts,  why  refer 
the  question  of  establishing  a  Government 
tobacco  monopoly  to  a  Royal  Commission  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  fact  that  I  am  cer- 
tain, and  require  no  further  ronvincing, 
does  not  preclude  an  element  of  doubt  in 
the  minds  of  some  other  peoi)le.  I  am  so 
certain  of  the  strength  of  my  position  that 
I  am  prepared  to  allow  it  to  rest  on  the  in- 
vestigations of  such  a  body  as  the  honorable 
member  has  mentioned. 


Mr.  Salmon. — Is  the  honorable  member 
sure  with  r^ard  to  the  raising  of  the  price? 

Mr.  WATSON.— Yes,  quite  sure.  The 
price  has  been  raised  to  the  retailer.  There 
is  no  doubt  at  all  Next,  we  have  the  pro- 
posal for  a  citizen  defence  force.  Every 
member  of  the  community  has  an  equal  in- 
terest in  the  defence  of  Australia,  but,  so 
far  as  property  is  concerned,  the  class  whan 
we  are  so  persistently  alleged  to  re- 
present peculiarly,  have  no  particular 
Interest  in  the  defence  of  ttie  country. 
Those  who  have  most  to  lose  do  not, 
generally  speaking,  belong  to  what  are 
ordinarily  known  as  the  l^ouring  classes. 
So  that  I  contend  that  in  seeking 
for  an  efficient  defence  for  Australia, 
and  in  demonstrating — as  the  Labour  Party 
did  during  the  last  Parliament  time  and 
again — that  we  were  prepared  to  vote  any 
reasonable  simi  for  expenditure  on  arma- 
ments and  muniti(»u  of  war,  we  were  talcing 
an  acticxi  which  was  not  in  the  interests  ol 
the  section  of  a  class  that  we  are  alleged  to 
represent,  but  in  the  interests  of  the  whole 
people  of  Australia.  Another  plank  in  our 
platform  is  that  of  the  restriction  of  public 
borrowing.  Can  it  be  said  that  that  is  an 
eridence  of  anxiety  to  push  the  interests 
of  a  class  ?  Who  would  gain  most  from  the 
expenditure  of  borrowed  money?  If  we 
were  inclined  to  be  extravagant,  and  to 
overlook  the  interests  of  the  community  as 
a  whole,  what  would  be  more  popular  than 
to  engage  in  an  extravagant  expenditure 
of  money  that  is  easily  got,  and  whidi  it 
would  remain  for  "  the  other  person  "  to 
repay  ?  Surely  it  is  a  patriotic  object  on  the 
part  of  the  Labour  Party  to  seek  to  edu- 
cate the  ordinary  worker  outside  to  ha\-e 
some  regard,  not  only  for  his  own  interests, 
but  for  the  interests  of  those  who  follow 
us,  who  would  otherwise  be  asked  to  pay 
more  than  their  fair  share,  as  has  been  the 
case  in  connexion  w^ith  the  borrowing 
policy  (HI  which  the  States  have  been  en- 
gaged. I  contend  that  that  policy  is  of  a 
most  patriotic  character,  and  that  no  alle- 
gation of  class  consideration  will  lie  against 
us  in  regard  to  it.  I  do  not  wish  to  enter 
at  length  into  other  points,  but  I  may  re- 
mark that  the  Navigation  Bill  also  is  of 
interest  to  all  Australia.  The  suggested 
Commonwealth  bank  of  deposit  and  issue 
cannot  be  said  to  be  of  interest  to  the  class 
of  manual  labourers  only. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Who  have  nothing 
to  deposit 
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Mr.  WATSON.— Who  certainly  have  no 
large  sums  to  deposit,  and  have  no  par- 
ticular concern  as  to  what  the  rate  of  in- 
terest is.    Again,  the  pr<^iosal  to  establish 
a  life  and  fire  assurance  department  is 
really  of  interest  to  all  sections  of  the 
oommunity.    There  is  no  particular  refer- 
ence to  worlcmen  as  apart  from  other  aec- 
tions  of  the  ccmununity  in  the  pnqxisal  to 
simplify  and  cheapen  the  patmt  lav.  In 
short,  I  OHitend,  in  regard  to  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  Federal   Laboui  Party, 
and  equally  in  regard  to  the  progranuues 
of  the  Labour  Parties  of  the  States,  that 
I  have  shown  sufficient  to  prove  that  ik> 
object  purely  sectional  can  be   urged  in 
respect  of  ^em.     The  proposals  of  the 
State  Labour  Party  of  New  &3uth  Wales 
include  measures — and  include  only  those 
fneasures — that  are  for  the  interest  of 
the  whole  community  directly  or  indirectly. 
And  so  I  hurl  bade  the  accusation  at  those 
gentlemen  who  accuse  us  of  being  here 
to    represent    class    interests,    and  say 
that  it  is  not   the   Labour   Party  that 
supports  class  interests  but  those  gentle- 
men who  are  determined   to  uphold  the 
existing  order  of  things  where  class  in- 
terests have  already  acquired  a  supremacy 
with  which  it  is  not  desired,   by  some, 
at  any  rate,  that  we  should  interfere. 
Another  question  of  difference  between  the 
piecent  Government  and  ourselves  is  as  to 
what  we  are  told  is  Socialism. 

Mr.  Batchelos. — £\'ery thing  is  Social- 
ism now-a-days. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Everything  that  is  pro- 
posed by  the  '*  other  fellow  "  is  Socialism. 
Everything  that  will  benefit  the  "  other  fel- 
low "  is  Socialism.  But  when  a  proposal 
is  brought  forward  that  will  benefit,  at  the 
expense  of  the  State,  or  with  the  assistance 
of  the  State,  the  farmers,  for  instance,  who 
are  so  ably  represented  by  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs,  then  we  hear  nothing 
of  this  cry  about  Socialism.  The  Prime 
Minister  made  a  declaratian  about  Social- 
ism whidi,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
glean,  is  rather  cryptic  He  stated  the 
other  evening,  in  the  House — 

I  plue  Hde  by  side  with  the  ideal  of  usiog  to 
the  furthest  extent  the  national  power  to  piomote 
the  national  good,  the  ideal  of  leaving  every 
human  being  m  a  free  country  as  free  in  the 
exercise  of  bis  individual  rights  and  in  the  carry- 
ing on  of  his  individual  enterprise,  as  is  con- 
sistent with  the  legitimate  use  of  the  national 
power  for  national  ends. 

What  does  it  mean  ?  There  is  not  one  mem- 
ber of  the  Labour  Party  who  cannot  sub- 
scribe to  that  proposition.  Every  one  of  us 


believes  in  allowing  as  much  liberty  to  the 
individual  as  is  consistent  with  the  conser- 
vation of  national  ends.    Not  one  iota  do 
we  differ  from  the  general  proposition  that 
the  right  honwable  gentleman  puts  for- 
ward.   But  he  appears  to  have  gone  a 
great  deal  further  in  the  statement  he  has 
been  putting  before  the  country — ^before, 
for  instance,  the  farmers  at  Kyneton.  There 
he  declared  an  anti-socialistic  crusade — that 
was  to  be  the  mission  in  life  to  which  he 
would  derete  himself.    The  right  honorable 
gentleman   has  been  distinguished  by  a 
steady  adhesion  to  the  principles  of  free- 
trade  for  many  years;   and,  finding  that 
those  principles  are  not  exactly  in  popular 
favour  at  the  present  time,  he  now  proposes 
to  devote  the  rest  of  his  political  career  to 
lighting  Socialism.   It  would  be  interesting 
to  know  just  where  the  limitations  are  in  re- 
spect of  his  policy.   When  will  the  national 
ends  refuse  to  be  served?    How  soon  will 
he  draw  the  line  between  the  interests  of  the 
nation  and  individual  freed(»n  of  action  ? 
It  is  a  truism  that  it  should  hardly  be  ne- 
cessary to  repeat  that  every  form  and 
attribute   of   government    is    an  inter- 
feience  in   some   degree  with  the  liberty 
of    the    individual.    We    caruiot  have 
government    at    all   without  impinging 
in  some  manner  on  the  right  of  an  indi- 
vidual to  do  as  he  likes.   And,  therefore,  it 
is  idle  to  talk  about  the  "  liberty  of  the 
subject"  ■  alxjut  the  desirability  of  allowing 
free  play  to  the  individualistic  enterprise  of 
each  per.son.    We  know  exactly  where  pri- 
vate enterprise  will  take  people  if  we  allow 
free  scope,  so  far  as  the  law  is  concerned. 
We  know  what  advantage  private  enter- 
prise took  of  the  poOT,  the  needy,  the  weak, 
and  the  young  in  the  older  land  of  England 
one  hundred  years  ago  or  more.   We  know 
what    advantage    private    enterprise    is  * 
taking     in     the     Southern     States  of 
America    of    the    children    in  factories 
where    there    is   no    factory  legislation. 
We  know  what  private  enterprise  has  ac- 
complished in  the  way  of  sweating  in  this 
fair  city  of  Melbourne,  and  the  neighbour- 
ing city  of  Sydney,  within  the  last  few 
years,  when  there  was  freedcnn  from  any 
interference  with  the  right  of  the  individual 
to  conduct  his  enterprise  in  his  own  way. 
It  is  absolutely  essential  that  we  should  curb 
the  greedy  dispositim  which  seems  to  come 
to  so  many  of  us.    I  do  not  say  that  any  of 
us  are  so  free  from  the  possibility  of  fall- 
ing into  temptation  that  it  would  be  safe 
1  to  allow  us  to  go  without  some  curb  or 

Digttjzed  by  Google 


4704 


Motion  of  Want    [REPRESENTATIVES.]    of  Confidence. 


some  direction  on  behalf  of  the  community 
as  to  what  our  conduct  in  life  is  to  be.  It 
is  utter  moonshine  to  talk  about  allowing 
freedom  to  the  individualistic  enterprise  of 
the  people.  As  I  have  said,  it  is  rather 
interesting  to  attempt  to  ascertain  exactly 
what  the  propositions  of  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  are  in  this  regard- 
Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honcvable 
member  for  Bland  keeps  explaining  what 
these  proposals  are. 

Mr.  WATSON.— T  do  not  pretend  to  do 
that — it  is  beyond  my  power.  I  am  not 
sufficient  of  a' seer  to' accomplish  anything 
of  that  description.  But  we  had  a  state- 
ment from  the  honorable  member  for 
Echuca  which  seems  to  explain  the  pro- 
posal. I  was  commenting  last  Thursday 
week  on  this  aspect  of  affairs,  and 
.  the  honorable  member  for  Echuca  then 
stated  that,  in  regard  to  the  Prime 
Minister's  speech  at  Kyneton,  "the  far- 
mers knew  what  he  meant."  What 
did  the  Prime  Minister  mean?  Is  there 
some  esoteric  interpretation  that  is  known 
only  to  the  initiated?  And,  if  so.  what  is 
that  interpretation?  Is  it  proposed  by  the 
right  honorable  gentleman,  as  indicated  by 
the  Postmaster-General  the  other  day  at 
Numurkah,  that  socialistic  concessions  are 
to  be  made  to  one  class  of  the 
community  only  ?  Is  that  the  proposal  that 
is  coming  from  the  present  Government? 
Are  they  to  resist  sternly  every  idea  of  the 
extension  of  socialistic  enterprise — every 
idea  of  expanding  the  functions  of  govern- 
ment— except  when  the  proposal  is  in  the 
interests  of  the  farmers  or  some  other  par- 
ticular section  of  the  community?  The 
farmers  at  'Kyneton,  we  are  told,  under- 
stood what  the' Prime  Minister  meant?  Did 
they  understand  that  the  right  honorable 
.  gentleman  would  offer  no  opposition  to  the 
socialistic  proposals  which  were  being  put 
before  the  country  at  that  particular  con- 
ference ? 

Mr;  HiGGiNS. — The  Prime  Minister  has 
said  that  he  himself  has  no  fault  to  find 
with  the  theorv  of  Socialism. 

Mr.  Rmd.— I  am  afraid  the  legal  in- 
terpretation of  my  actual  words  by  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  is  not  quite  cor- 
rect. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — I  can  give  chapter  and 
verse. 

Afr.  WATSON.— At  Kyneton,  where  ihs 
Prime  Minister  spoke  so  eloquently  about 
the  evils  of  Socialism,  we  find  the  farmers 
in  conference  passing  a  resolution  to 
form  a  political   organization.  Political 


organizations  seem  to  be  duplicating 
themselves  everywhere.  The  fanners 
founded  one  at  Kyneton,  and  the  ex- 
Prime  Minister,  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat,  formed  another  at  the 
latter  place,  and  I  dare  say  that,  as  a  result 
of  the  coalition,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
found  yet  another  in  order  to  give 
expression  to  the  aims  of  this  two- 
party  Government.  But  at  the  Kyne- 
ton cCHiference,  the  farmers  not  only 
decided  to  form  an  organization — called, 
I  think,  the  Farmers  and  Producers'  Lea- 
gue— but  declared  that  its  main  feature  in 
all  cases  should  be  its  opposition  to  social- 
istic candidates.  Then,  having  draie  that 
much,  they  proceeded  to  ask  the  State  Go- 
vernment for  a  Manure  Protection  Bill,  so 
that  private  enterprise  might  not  rob  them, 
or  be  allowed  to  rob  them,  as  they  al- 
lege they  have  been  robbed  in  the  past. 
The  conference  also  asked  for  reduced  grain 
freights,  and  for  wire  netting  on  deferred 
payment.  If  the  fanners  do  not  believe 
in  Socialism,  why  should  they  not  provide 
their  own  wire  netting  ?  If  every  man  is 
to  stand  on  his  own  feet  and  rely  on  his 
own  enterprise — if  we  are  not  to  be  "cod- 
dled by  a  paternal  Government " — 
why  do  not  the  farmers  find  their 
own  wire  netting  ?  The  Kyneton  con- 
ference also  asked  for  a  bonus  on 
foxes'  scalps,  starving  stock  rates, 
cold  storage  for  produce,  agricultural  col- 
leges, grants  for  shows,  the  opening^  of 
new  markets  for  fruits,  lessons  in  tobacco 
manufacture,  and  an  extension  of  the  Cre- 
dit Foneier  system  of  loans.  And  later 
there  was  a  deputation  from  the  same 
gentlemen,  who  asked  Mr.  Bent  to  find 

^i,ooo  

Mr.  Mauger. — Under  another  name. 

Mr.  WATSON.— That  is  so.  They 
asked  Mr.  Bent  for  ;^i,ooo  to  be  devoted 
to  the  finding  of  new  markets  for  ctxn- 
pressed  hay.  Those  are  all  proposals  with 
which,  so  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned, 
I  heartilv  agree.  I  believe  that  producers 
in  Australia  have  a  hard  row  to  hoe.  We 
are  such'  a  distance  from  the  markets  of  the 
world  that  it  is  wise  to  give  every  encour- 
agement possible,  so  far  as  the  central 
powers  of  the  Government  are  concerned, 
in  order  that  producers  may  successfully 
occupy  the  land.  I  have  assisted  in  New 
South  Wales  men  like  the  Prime  Minister, 
the  Postmaster-General ,  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta,  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume/  tb  provide  facilities 
for   the    producing    population    at  the 
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expense,  and  under  the  control  of  the  State. 
But  it  comes  with  a  very  peculiar  grace 
from  those  who  are  continually  crying  for 
State  Socialism  in  the  form  of  Government 
assistance  to  enter  upon  a  campaign  of  anti- 
Socialism.  I  ask  the  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Customs  whether  his  anti-socialistic 
ideas  carry  him  to  the  extent  of  refusing 
to  establish  agencies  for  the  disposal  of 
agricultural  products  abroad? 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — Or  the  growth  of  beet- 
root here. 

Mr. '  WATSON.— Or  to  encourage  the 
growth  of  beet-root  here,  as  has  just  been 
suggested?  I  ask  whether  the  honorable 
gentleman  is  prepared  to  refuse  all  requests 
for  Government  assistance  of  this  kind  as 
purely  socialistic,  or  whether  he  proposes 
to  extend  socialistic  help  to  one  class  only? 
That  is  the  position  I  put  before  the  pre- 
sent Ministry,  and  the  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Cu8t(»ns  in  particular.  In  my  own 
opinion  a  great  deal  of  what  is  said  to-day 
about  Socialism  is  quite  beside  the  mark. 
Modern  industrial  conditions,  as  has  been 
pointed  ouJ  frequently,  inevitably  tend  to- 
Mrards  monopoly.  The  power  of  capital 
was  never  greater,  as  such,  than  it  is  to-day, 
and  in  every  country  in  the  world  we  find 
statesmen  agreeing  that  there  must  be  some 
curb  put  upon  the  power  that  capital  is 
wielding.  Everywhere  that  feeling  is  find- 
ing expression  in  legislation  of  one  kind 
and  another.  While  that  is  so,  while  in 
America  we  have  anti-trust  legislation — 
which  is  partially  successful,  but  in  regard 
to  which  it  may  be  found  necessary  even 
there  to  go  much  further — and  while  in 
other  parts  of  the  world  also  we  find  just 
the  same  complaint  being  made  about  the 
power  of  combined  capital  and  its  effect, 
not  only  upon  the  smaller  capitalists, 
but  upon  the  general  community — when  we 
see  ttiat  condition  of  affairs  existing, 
it  is  idle  to  seek  to  frighten  the  people 
by  raising  the  bogy  of  Socialism.  We  were 
told  the  other  evening  by  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter that  the  Labour  Party  were  sharpening 
wedges  to  be  driven  right  into  the  heart  of 
human  and  industrial  liberty.  Well,  we 
have  been  at  that  game  in  Australia  for 
very  cnanv  vears,  if  the  people  would  only 
recognise  what  they  have  been  doing.  Long 
before  the  Labour  Party  came  into  exist- 
ence, and  before  there  was  any  suggestion 
of  a  Labour  Party,  there  were  wise  men  in 
the  land  who  found  it  necessary  to  prevent 
private  enterprise  frcMn  securing  control  of 
those  great  national  sources  of  wealth  which 


might  be  converted  into  monopolies  against 
the  interests  of  the  people.  We  had,  years 
ago,  I  am  glad  to  say,  men  of  suflScient  pre- 
science to  realize  that  our  railways  should 
not  be  handed  over  to  private  enterprise. 
We  had  men  like  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat,  who  saw  that,  so  far 
as  his  own  Colony  was  concerned,  at  any 
rate,  the  great  natural  water  resources  were 
not  handed  over  to  private  individuals.  I 
honour  the  h(Riorable  and  learned  gentle- 
man, and  shall  continue  to  do  so  if  he  has 
nothing;  else  to  his  credit  but  the  one  fact 
that  he  so  roused  the  people  of  Victoria  that 
they  conserved  these  facilities  for  the  use 
of  the  people  generally.  Even  if  advan- 
tage were  not  taken  of  his  legislation  im- 
mediately upon  strict  business  principles, 
the  great  fact  is  there  that  Victoria  has 
shown  the  lead  in  socialistic  enterprise  so 
far  as  water  conservation  U  concerned  in 
Australia. 

Mr.  HuHE  Cook. — It  is  a  pity  the  Mel- 
bourne tram  system  is  not  in  the  same  cate- 
gory. 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  is  indeed,  and  not 
merely  for  the  sake  of  the  labouring  me 
who  work  the  trams,  but  for  the  sake  of 
citizens  of  Melbourne  who  cannot  afford  a 
threepenny  ride,  and  are,  in  consequence, 
compelled  to  walk  

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Compare  the  Mel- 
bourne system  with  that  in  operation  in 
Sydney. 

Mr.  WATSON.— People  in  the  neigh- 
bouring city  are  enabled  for  one-third  of 
the  price  to  travel,  in  many  instances,  quite 
as  far  as  they  travel  in  Melbourne  for  three- 
pence. We  are  told  by  an  organizer  of  the 
Employers'  Union — the  body  now  standing 
behind  the  present  Government  with  all 
its  power  and  force — that  the  success 
of  the  trams  in  Sydney  or  Glasgow 
when  owned  on  behalf  of  the  people  cannot 
be  taken  as  a  criterion,  because,  as  he  said, 
there  is  no  competition.  I  ask  what  oom- 
petition  is  there  in  Melbourne,  where  a  pri- 
vate syndicate  controls  the  tram  svstem? 
There  is  no  competition  here,  and  yet  the 
people  do  not  ben^t  as  the  result.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark  that  the  trains  in  Sydney, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  they  are  carry- 
ing a  huge  amount  of  dead  capital  owing 
to  the  transfer  from  steam  to  electric  trac- 
tion, during  last  year  paid  more  than  th; 
interest  and  other  charges,  and,  in  addition 
to  that,  carried  the  population  of  the  city 
many  times  over  at  an  average  rate  of  about 
}d.  per  mile. 
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Mr.  HtniE  Cook. — I  wtHider  how  much 

the  Melbourae  tram  system  pays? 

Mr.  WATSON.— We  have  no  means  of 
ascertaining  accurately  what  the  Melbourne 
trams  pay,  but  it  is  certain  that  they  do  not 
^ord  the  same  measure  of  convenience  to 
the  people  at  the  same  cost  that  is  afforded 
by  the  tram  system  in  operation  in  Sydney. 
So  far  as  the  o(»nplaint  about  Socialism  is 
concerned,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  proper 
policy  for  the  people  of  Australia  is  to 
weigh  fairly  and  honestly  every  proposal  to 
extend  the  benefits  of  government. 

Mr.  Maugek.— Hear,  hear ;  to  consider 
it  on  its  merits. 

Mr.  WATSON.— On  its  merits.  If  pro- 
posals are  clearly  laid  down  first  as  to  the 
necessity  for  governmental  action,  and  if  that 
is  conceded,  then  every  care  should  be  taken 
to  put  the  management  of  the  Government, 
municipal  or  other  socialistic  works  on 
such  a  basis  as  will  reascKiably  insure 
their  working  in  the  interests  of  the 
community  at  large.  I  am  free  to  confess 
that  if  I  bad  to  choose  between  having  a 
Government  institution  worked  under  a  sys- 
tem of  political  patronage,  where  every 
Member  of  Parliament  would  be  free  to  use 
his  influence  in  the  direction  of  having  con- 
cessions made  to  himself  or  his  friends — 
if  I  had  to  choose  between  that  form  of 
government  or  municipal  enterprise  and 
private  enterprise,  I  should  quickly  choose 
private  enterprise.  Unless  we  have  a 
patriotic  determination  on  the  part  of  Par- 
liament to  provide  prt^r  safeguards  for 
the  management  of  these  amcerns,  to  con- 
duct them  on  business  principles,  so  far 
as  is  consistent  with  a  due  regard  for  the 
interests  of  those  employed — applying 
humanitarian  principles,  we  shall  not  be 
justified  in  extending  the  sphere  of 
governmental  interference.  But  I  say 
that,  with  these  safeguards,  and  as- 
suming, as  we  have  a  right  to  assume, 
that  the  people  of  Australia  will  continue 
to  send  into  Parliament  men  who  are 
honest,  patriotic,  and  desirous  of  forward- 
ing the  interests  of  the  people  as  a  whole, 
we  have  nothing  to  fear  as  the  result  of 
this  governmental  interference.  What  is 
the  contrary  positicai?  That  we  are  to 
pursue  a  policy  of  stagnation  or  of  retro- 
gression. That  is  to  say,  we  must  be  pre- 
pared to  extend  only  a  callous  hearing  to 
those  who  come  to  us  and  complain  of 
the  oxiditions  in  which  they  have  to  live. 
If  we  take  up  the  attitude  of  the  cold- 
blooded  Spencerian  doctrinaire,  thait  we 


should  have  regard  only  to  the  survival  of 
the  fittest,  that  every  person  must  battle 
for  himself  in  the  struggle  of  life,  and  that 
no  effort  is  to  be  put  forward,  so  far  as 
Government  is  concerned,  to  save  the  weak 
from  the  power  of  the  strong,  then  indeed 
the  state  of  things  cannot  be  other  than  one 
of  hopelessness  and  despair,  so  far  as  the 
great  bulk  of  the  population  is  concerned. 
I  ask  what  there  is  to-day  before  the  ordin- 
ary labouring  man  in  Australia,  though 
perhaps  he  is  better  off  here  than  in  many 
other  parts  of  the  wwld?  It  is  true  that 
occasicHially  the  newspapers  will  mentim 
the  fact  that  one  or  other  individual  has 
managed  after  great  efforts  to  emerge  fnnn 
the  ruck,  and  he  is  pointed  to  as  an 
example  of  what  is  possible  for  all 
others.  They  say  :  "  Brown,  Jones,  or  Ro- 
binson has  succeeded ;  why  not  others  "  ? 
But  very  often  when  the  individual 
succeeds,  he  does  so  at  the  ex- 
pense of  others,  so  that  the  blood 
and  tears  of  the  many  have  oontri* 
buted  to  the  success  of  the  few.  But  even  if 
tiiat  were  not  the  result  of  the  success  of 
those  individuals  who  have  managed  to 
struggle  throu{^,  it  is  evident  that  all 
cannot  be  successful  under  the  ocmditiwis 
which  now  obtain.  Yet,  unless  we  hold  out 
to  our  people  some  hope  for  the  future,  im- 
less  we  instil  into  them  the  belief  that  there 
is  inherent  in  the  power  of  Governments  the 
possibility  to  achieve  something  for'  them 
and  to  lighten  their  load  in  some  measure, 
they,  instead  of  advancing,  will  go  bade, 
because  nothing  so  much  tends  to  lower  a 
man's  self-respect  and  to  lessen  his  struggles 
for  advancement  as  does  hopelessness. 
What  is  there  of  hope  in  the  declaration 
that  we  must  resist,  as  the  Prime  Ministor 
has  said,  every  attempt  to  extend  Socialism 
in  the  shape  of  governmental  interference? 
I  can  understand  that  the  honorable  and 
learned  members  for  Parkes  and  Wannon, 
and  one  or  two  other  honorable  mem- 
bers  of  the  same  way  of  thinking,  should 
take  up  that  position  becaiise  it  is  the 
logical  outcome  of  the  doctrines  which  thev 
hold.  They  believe  that  it  is  better  to  1^ 
the  weakest  fail  or  ga  to  the  wall,  be- 
cause those  who  survive  will  be  better  than 
those  who  have  gcHie  before,  and  the  net 
result  will  be  an  improved  race ;  thi^,  even 
though  evil  may  ensue  in  the  meantime^  the 
end  justifies  the  means.  Those  views  are,  I 
think,  out  of  harmonjr  with  the  doctrines 
which  a  Christian  nation  should  hold.  It 
is  out  of  place  in  a  country  like  Australia  to 
say  that  the  Government  should  stand  idly 
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by  and  allow  those  who  have  the  power  to 
use  every  opportunity  for  self -advancement, 
regardless  of  the  interests  of  their  fellows. 
That,  to  my  mind,  is  a  doctrine  which  will 
not  be  approved  by  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia, if  they  are  adced  to  express 
an  opinion  upon  it.  While  the  mem- 
bers of  the  OppositkMi  differ  on  scnne 
points,  we  are  in  agreement  upon  the  gene- 
ral principle  that  it  is  our  duty,  when  we 
see  that  the  power  of  the  State  can  be  used 
bmeficially,  efficiently,  and  safely,  to  so 
use  it.  I  extend  that  that  principle  can 
be  applied  in  all  the  avenues  of  public  af- 
fairs f  and  it  will  be  the  guiding  principle 
of  those  who  sit  on  this  side  of  the  Cham- 
ber  in  regard  to  all  matters  that  come  up 
for  public  decision.  The  question  is  not 
whether,  from  the  stand-point  of  the  doc- 
trinaire, we  should  interfere,  but  bow  far, 
when  interference  has  been  proved  neces- 
sary in  the  interests  of  the  great  mass  of 
the  community,  we  can  safdy  ga  We, 
therefore,  accept  the  challenge  which  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  has.  put  forward. 
He  stands  to-day  for  those  who  believe  in 
marking  time,  and  for  those  who  believe  in 
going  back;  for  stagnation,  and  for  retro- 
gression. In  respect  to  the  principle  of 
governmental  interference,  he  stands  for 
marking  time ;  in  respect  to  the  past  legisla- 
tion of  this  Parliament,  he  stands  for  retro- 
gression, because  he  has  informed  us  that 
it  is  his  intoition,  so  soon  as  he  shall  have 
the  power,  to  take  steps  to  repeal  scnoe  of 
the  provi^tms  which  are  so  obnogdous  to 
him. 

Mr.  McDonald. — That  is  not  in  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  Government 

Mr.  WATSON.— No,  but  that  is  the  in- 
tention declared  by  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  on  the  hustings,  and  the 
an  nouncemen  t  was  supplemented  by  a 
statement  to  the  same  effect  made 
in  this  Chamber  last  week.  There- 
fcve,  there  is  a  clear-cut  issue  between  the 
present  Government  and  those  in  Opposi- 
ticm,  quite  apart  from  the  immediate  pro- 
graoune  whidi  has  been  put  f<»ward.  The 
question  is  not  whether  the  Papuan  Bill, 
the  Trade  Marks  Bill,  or  an  amending 
Electoral  Bill  should  be  carried,  nor  is  it 
whether  honorable  gentlemen  opposite,  for 
whom  personally  I  have  the  highest  re- 
spect, shall  continue  to  occupy  the  Treasury 
Benches.  It  is  whether  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia sympathize  with  the  declaration  of 
policy  vhidi  has  been  made  by  the 
Government,  whether  they  are  pre- 
pared   to  go    back    upon    that  wfaidi 


their  .representatives  in  Parliament  have 
done,  and  whether  they  are  prepared  lo 
indorse  the  idea  that  private  enterprise 
should  be  allowed  full  sway,  and  that 
mt^ference  on  behalf  of  the  community  as 
a  whole  should  be  refused.  I  believe  that 
the  people  are  opposed  to  that  idea,  and 
that  they  wilt  on  a  future  occasion  declare 
tbeniselves  to  be  opposed  to  it.  That  being 
I  think  it  is  my  duty,  in  common  with 
other  honorable  members  who  sit  on  this 
side  of  the  Chamber,  to  try  to  ascertain 
whether  the  Government  represent  the  ma- 
jority of  the  House.  I  have  been  moved  to 
my  present  action  primarily  by  the  ctMisider- 
ations  which  I  have  put  forward ;  but,  in 
addition,  by  the  desire  to  clear  the  political 
atmosphere,  to  make  sure  of  how  honorable 
members  stand.  I  feel  that  the  Prime 
Minister  has  no  right  to  complain  of  a 
straightftnward,  open  attack  of  this  cha- 
racter, against  which  he  has  an  opportunity 
to  defend  himself,  the  people  being  asked 
in  the  last  reswt  to  judge  between  the  two 
parties. 

Mr.REID  (East  Sydney— Minister  of  Ex- 
ternal Affairs); — I  do  not  at  all  question  the 
right  of  honorable  gentlemen  sitting  oppo- 
site to  table  the  motion  which  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  has  just  moved ;  but  there  is 
a  marked  difference  between  the  moticm  in- 
volving the  existeiKe  of  the  then  Govern- 
ment which  I  moved  sonie  three  years  ago, 
and  that  which  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
has  just  moved.  On  the  occasion  to  which 
I  refer,  I  stated,  in  my  motion,  the  grounds 
of  principle  up(m  whidi  I  asked  the 
House  to  censure  the  tiien  Administration; 
but  my  honorable  friend  has  taken  a  differ- 
ent course.  He  has  made  a  speech  which 
amounts  to  the  raising  of  an  issue  of  vast 
national  importance  somewhere  else.  His 
closing  sentences  could  have  no  meaning  at 
all  if  applied  to  the  position  of  honorable 
members  who  are  now  sitting  in  this  Cham- 
ber. They  point  to  a  decision  upon  vital 
matten  of  national  importance,  which  can- 
not be  made  by  us.  Although  the  honor- 
able gentleman  has  framed  his  motion  as  if 
this  were  a  mere  domestic  squabble  between 
the  "  ins  "  and  the  *'  outs,"  he  might  well 
have  fnmied  it  in  such  a  way  as  to  bring 
to  the  service  of  this  party  fight  the  decla- 
ration of  some  large  principles,  in  respect  to 
which  the  two  sdes  of  the  House  are  at 
issue.  We  find  it  necessary,  however,  to  in- 
terpret the  motion  by  the  way  in  which  it 
has  been  supported.  The  leader  of  the  Op- 
pontion  has  no  serious  fault  to  find  with  our 
proposed  procedure  for  the  present  sessim. 
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But  he  complains  that  the  Ministry  which  has 
just  come  into  office  is  not  sufficiently  fool- 
hardy to  regard  itself  as  fit  to  work  out  a 
deliberate  matured  policy  for  a  session 
which  cannot  possibly  begin  for  the  next 
six  or  eight  months.  We  are  not  heaven- 
bom  statesmen  like  those  gentlemen  who  re- 
cently sat  on  these  benches.  We  have  had 
sufficient  experience  to  know  that  whilst  it 
is  easy  to  make  speeches  in  this  House,  es- 
pecially from  the  other  side,  the  position  is 
different  when  <me  assumes  vast  respansi- 
bilities,  and  when  the  welfare  of  a  great 
Commonwealtii  is  intrusted  to  a  Ministry, 
with  reference  to  its  policy.  I  think 
I  can  claim  that  I  am  supported  in  this 
Ministry  by  men  of  experience  who  have 
held  high  positions  in  the  Governments  of  the 
States,  who  are  men  of  affairs,  and  who 
know  the  difficulties  of  such  a  position ;  and 
we  have  had  too  miidi  sense  to  profess  to 
introduce,  out  of  season,  and  six  months 
before  the  time,  anything  like  a  declara- 
tion of  policy  upon  large  measures  of 
national  concern.  Surely  it  is  not  a.  ground 
of  censure  that  we  do  not  come  down  now 
with  the  policy  which  we  shall  have  to 
submit  to  Parliament,  if  Parliament  con- 
tinues to  exist,  somewhere  about  the  mid- 
dle of  next  year.  My  honorable  frien'' 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  did  pursue 
that  course  in  a  mild  way. 

Mr.  PoYNTON.  —  The  right  honorable 
gentleman  asked  him  to  do  so. 

Mr.  REID. — Surely  my  innocent  friend, 
the  honorable  member  for  Grey,  does  not 
consider  that  because  I  ask  a  Minister 
to  do  anything,  he  need  do  it?  The 
leader  of  the  Opposition  is  not  a  puppet. 
I  do  not  pull  him  with  a  string;  If  I 
allowed  my  honorable  friends  to  pull  me 
with  a  string,  it  would  not  be  quite  so  well 
for  me. 

Mr.  PovNTON.  —  The  right  hcmorable 
gentleman  could  not  pull  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  with  a  string. 

Mr.  REID.— I  am  glad  to  have  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  honorable  member.  I  am 
merely  alluding  to  important  facts.  I  pre- 
sume that  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
spoke  as  the  result  of  studied  intention. 
I  am  sure  thai  my  honorable  friend  did 
not  make  that  announcement  with  regard 
to  the  tobacco  monopoly  and  the  banks' 
reserves  because  I  asked  him  to  do  so. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — He  made  the  announce- 
ment because  he  was  not  ashamed  to  state 
his  intentions. 

Mr.  REID. — My  honorable  friend  said 
something  else  just  now.    He  said  that  I 


had  asked  the  leaded  of  the  Opposition  to 
make  that  announcement.  My  honorable 
friend,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  did 
project  himself  into  the  future  with  refer- 
ence to  some  measures  for  a  future  session*. 

Mr.  Watson. — Even  thwi  we  were  told 
that  our  programme  was  a  crawling  one. 

Mr.  REID. — I  suppose  we  all  have  to 
hear  a  number  of  epithets.  We  all  have 
to  put  up  with  them.  Probably  no 
man  in  Australia  has  had  to  go  to  bed  with 
more  epithets  than  I  have,  but  I  have  never 
grumbled.  I  never  meet  honorable  members 
with  a  scowl  merely  because  I  know  them  to 
be  utterly  wrong.  I  wish  to  say  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion  that,  whilst  in  my  opinion  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  may  justify  pro- 
jecting his  mind  forward  to  a  distant  ses- 
sion— so  far  as  the  practical  business  of 
Parliament  is  concerned,  the  House  wants 
to  know  what  it  has  to  do  during  the  ses- 
sion it  is  in,  and  wants  to  know  that  clearly. 
It  likes  to  leave  Ministers—especialfy 
those  who  have  just  come  into  office — some 
reasonable  time  for  consultation  and  inves- 
tigation before  they  commit  themseh-es  to 
definite  measures  of  large  importance.  Our 
policy  was  to  close  this  session  with  all 
reasonable  expedition  after  certain  work  had 
been  done.  I  hope  that  honorable  mem- 
bers will  recollect  the  simple  fact  that  we 
did  not  come  into  office  as  soon  as  we  should 
have  done.  I  ought  to  have  been  here 
years  ago;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
present  Ministry  has  just  come  into  exisr 
fence.  As  another  matter  of  fact,  the  ses- 
sion was  six  months'  old  when  it  came  into 
existence,  and,  as  a  further  matter  (rf  fact,  we 
all  hope,  apart  from  party  fights,  to  adjourn 
at  a  reasonable  time  before  the  end  of  the 
year,  as  the  House  has  always  endeavoured 
to  do.  Therefore,  honorable  members  will 
see  that  to  talk  of  the  Ministry  elaborating, 
within  two  or  three  months,  a  great  national 
polic}',  which  is  to  be  announced  nine  months 
hence,  is  to  make  a  demand  of  the  kind  that 
is  only  urged  by  a  leader  of  the  Opposition 
when  moving  a  vote  of  censure.  There  was 
a  singular  omission  from  the  statement  made 
by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  We  have 
heard  nothing  from  him  about  the  alliance 
— not  a  single  word  about  the  gigantic 
mountain  which  has  brought  forth  two  mice. 

Mr.  Watson.— We  shall  tell  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  all  about  that. 

Mr,  REID. — No  doubt ;  but  does  not  my 
honorable  friend  think  that  when  he  en- 
ters into  an  alliance  with  bodies  of  public 
men  who  have  the  fate  of  the  Conunon- 
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wealth  in  their  hands,  this  House  should 
be  the  medium  through  which  the  public 
are  made  acquainted  with  the  arrangements 
of  the  alliance  ? 

Mr.  Webster. — Did  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  do  that  in  reipect  of  the  coali- 
tion? , 

Mr.  REID.— I  did  everjthmg  m  the 
most  public  way. 

Mr.  Watson. — So  did  we. 

Mr.  REID.— May  I  suggest  to  my  hon- 
orable friend  that  there  was  no  coalition; 
that  there  was  a  memorandum  drawn  up  by 
my  friend  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  and  myself  ; 

Mr.  HiGOms.— And  agreed  to. 

Mr.  REID.  —  Will  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  listen?  That  memorwi- 
dum  was  submitted  to  the  two  parties,  wWo 
did  not  agree  to  it.  Surely,  in  the  stress 
of  this  vote  of  censure  motion  we  are  not 
going  to  emasculate  our  memories.  Surely 
I  am  not  called  upon  to  inform  my  honor- 
able and  learned  friend  of  accurate  judg- 
ment that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  party 
led  by  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Ballarat  did  not  accept  that  proposal. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS.— But  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  agreed  to  it. 

Mr.  REID.— I  am  glad  I  am  making 
my  honorable  friends  lively.  It  was  quite 
beyond  the  efforts  of  the  leader  of  the  Ctp- 
position  to  stir  up  honorable  members  on 
this  side  of  the  House.  I  hope,  however, 
that  the  clamour  which  sometimes  prevails 
in  public  meetings  will  not  characterize  our 
proceedings. 

Mr.  M AUGER.— Would  not  that  help  the 
right  honorable  gentleman? 

Mr.  REID. — Not  if  it  assumed  the  form 
of  unseemly  noise.  The  basis  upon  which 
the  alliance  was  proposed  was  set  down  fin 
black  and  white,  and  published  in  all  the 
newspapers,  but  that  alliance  was  never 
consummated.  There  was  neither  an  al- 
liance nor  a  coalition,  because  one  party 
refused  to  join  on  the  basis  suggested. 
Nothing  came  of  that  proposal.  In  the 
meantime  the  late  Ministry  deliberately  dug 
a  pit  for  themselves,  and  buried  themselves. 

Mr.  Webster. — And  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  knocked  them  on  the  head. 

Mr.  REID. — I  do  not  mind  a  certain 
amount  of  interruption,  but  when  I  am 
just  beginning  a  sentence  I  do  not  wish  to 
be  interfered  with.  I  have  a  great  deal 
to  say  on  the  present  occasion,  and  I  would 
remind  honorable  members  opposite  that 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  was  not 
greatly  interrupted  when  he  was  speaking. 


Mr.  Webster. — He  never  gave  cause. 

Mr.  REID.— Is  this  a  hall  for  free  dis- 
cussion? Must  I  speak  with  bated  breath 
here,  before  the  representatives  of  the  only 
real  democracy?  Now,  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  when  he  sat  in  the  more  serene 
position  which  he  occupied  in  the  Opposi- 
tion corner,  said  that  there  had  been  a 
great  deal  of  talk  about  alliances.  Of 
course,  to  the  honorable  member,  at  that 
time,  alliances  were  anathema  maranatka. 
He  was  at  the  head  of  a  solid  party  which 
was  steadily  marching,  within  its  own 
highly  disciplined  ranks,  to  dominate  the 
policy  of  Australia.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber never  thought  then  that  he  would  have 
to  embrace  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Indi.  When  I  heard  my  hon- 
orable friend's  discreet  and  studied  utter- 
ances this  aftemocm  I  ccHild  not  help  re- 
membering— with  a  slight  alteratuxi — the 
language  of  old  Abraham — 

The  voice  was  the  voice  of  Esau. 

Honorable  Members. — Oh,  oh  1 
Mr.  REID. — I  announced,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  I  intended  to  alter  the  quotation — 

But  the  hands  were  the  hands  of  Isaac. 

The  leader  of  the  Opposition  said,  "  There 
has  been  a  good  deal  of  talk  about  alliances, 
but  we" — that  is  the  solid  party — "have 
no  serious  intentions  of  our  own  until  we 
have  a  majority  who  subscribe  to  our  plat- 
form." Have  these  gentlemen  subscribed 
to  the  platform?  If  so,  it  has  been  d(Mie 
in  the  Parliamentary  vaults. 

Mr.  Watson. — From  where  did  the  right 
honorable  member  obtain  that  quotation? 

Mr.  REID. — I  am  speaking  from  me- 
mory, but  it  is  contained  in  the  speech 
which  the  honorable  member  delivered  upon 
the  Address-in-Reply,  at  the  opening  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^Years  have  elapsed  since 
then. 

Mr.  REID. — I  know  that  very  much  has 
happened.  It  is  a  new  Mr.  Watson  that 
we  have  now.  When  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bland  was  the  leader  of  the  elect, 
with  no  strangers  admitted,  he  practically 
affirmed  that  until  the  Labour  Party  had  a 
maiority  of  members  who  would  subscribr 
to  its  platform,  it  did  not  hope  to  exercise 
any  position  of  authority  in  this  House. 
Now,  I  ask,  "  Has  that  subscription  been 
made?"  .  Have  those  honorable  and  indus- 
trious gentlemen  really  got  an  alliance  at 
all.  Because  I  accept  the  declarations  made 
by  duly  admitted  members  of  the  Labou** 
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Party.  I  know  that  no  member  of  that 
party,  when  he  refers  to  the  proceedings  of 
the  caucus,  speaks  wide  of  the  truth.  There 
is  no  member  of  the  Labour  Party  in 
whose  accuracy  I  have  mxxt  sublime  con- 
fidence than  in  that  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Perth.  He  is  a  genuine  member  of 
the  Labour  Party — a  man  who  has  stood 
his  ground  against  every  opponent  in  a 
fair  and  honorable  way — and  this  it  wiiat 
he  is  reported  to  have  said  at  a  "  Pleasant 
Sunday  Afternoon"  meeting  which  was 
held  an  Sunday  last — 

Where  was  the  necessity  or  advantage  of  an 
alliance  ?  He,  for  one,  would  hctm  iadorae  any 
attempt  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  Fowler. — That  is  correct. 

Mr.  REID.—The  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition has  not  got  a  majonrity  now.  His 
majority  has  gone. 

Mr.  Sfbnc£.  —  The  honorable  member 
for  Perth  cannot  be  "  trapped "  in  that 
wav. 

Mr.  REID.— My  honorable  friend  will 
do  what  he  deems  to  be  right,  and  I  do  not 
care  which  way  he  votes,  because  he  will 
still  inspire  my  respect. 

Mr.  Spence.  —  Let  us  be  thankful  for 
small  mercies. 

Mr.  REID.—The  honorable  member  for 
Perth  is  not  a  small  mercy,  and  the  Labour 
Party  ought  to  be  proud  of  him.  Con- 
tinuing, the  hfxiorable  member  is  reported 
to  have  said — 

The  labour  movement  was  liberal  enough  for 
any  one  wishing  to  uiociate  with  it,  and,  so 
far  from  there  being  any  advantages  in  an  alli- 
ance, there  were  very  grave  disadvantages.  Was 
it  not  a  tendency  on  the,  part  of  many  supporters 
of  the  tnovemenl  to  be  entieed  away  by  some 
red  herring  across  the  trail? 

Does  that  refer  to  the  hcmorable  and 
learned  member  for  Indi  ? 

It  might  be  protection,  or  it  might  be  free- 
trade.  The  so-called  alliance  never  had  any 
vitality,  and  was  doomed  from  outset  to  dis- 
ruption. 

What  an  unhappy  pair  of  political  twins. 
This  is  a  pronouncement  by  one  who  has 
been  in  the  nursery. 

Mr.  Spence. — That  applies  to  the  Minis- 
terial coaliticm. 

Mr.  REID.  —  If  I  were  quoting  the 
honorable  member  for  Darling  he  might 
say  that,  but  I  am  quoting  a  gentleman  of 
a  different  stamp.    The  report  continues — 

It  was  resorted  to  only  as  a  very  temporary 
expedient — 

That  is  where  I  do  not  ccane  in.  What 
is  the  temporary  expedient  of  this  alliance? 
It  is  not  a  matter  of  puUic  policy.  It 


is  a  sort  of  uneasy  movement  on  the  part 
of  my  honorable  friends  opposite,  for 
which  I  have  no  word  of  censure,  because 
every  man  has  a  right  to  better  himself. 

Mt.,  Watson. — ^That  is  worthy  of  the 
right  honorable  gentleman. 

Mr.  REID.— Surely  political  ambition 
is  not  a  thing  of  which  we  ought  to  be 
ashamed? 

Mr.  Watsok.  —  The  right  honorable 
member  insinuated  more  than  that. 

Mr.  REID. — My  honorable  friend  does 
me  an  injustice  when  he  says  so.  Surely 
political  ambition  is  ncrt  a  dishonorable 
thing.  I  have  never  been  ashanaed  to  a^w 
it  myself.  I  have  been  criticised  because 
I  did  so,  but  I  despise  such  criticism,  A 
man  in  public  life  who  has  no  ambition  has 
no  rig^it  to  be  there. 

Mr.  HuGH£S.  —  There  can  be  such  a 
thing  as  dishonorable  ambition. 

Mr.  REID. — I  am  not  attributing  that 
sort  of  ambition  to  honorable  members  op- 
posite. The  honorable  member  for  Perth 
continued — 

It  was  resorted  to  only  as  a  very  temporary 
expedient,  but  there  were  always  within  the  rasks 
of  the  party  those  who  regarded  it  as  contrary 
to  the  principles  of  the  Ismnr  noremeDt. 

Have  we  not  always  been  told  that  office 
as  compared  with  the  principles  of  the 
labour  movement  was  as  dust?  Could  we 
deflect  these  pure  unselfish  patriots  from  the 
path  of  lo>'alty  to  the  labour  movement  for 
the  sake  of  a  vote  upon  a  motion  of  censure  ? 
Never  I  But  the  voice  from  within  has  been 
heard  at  last  Hitherto  we  have  been  im- 
able  to  learn  what  the  caucus  really  did, 
but  we  have  always  been  told  what  it  did 
iK)t  do.  Whenever  anybody  made  a  state- 
ment as  to  what  was  done  at  caucus 
meetings  of  the  Labour  Party,  we  were 
always  assured  that  nothing  of  the  kind 
ever  occurred  Nobody  has  ever  told  us 
what  did  occur.  Now,  however,  we  have  a 
gleam  of  daylight. 

Mr.  Crouch. — It  must  t>e  interesting  to 
the  right;  honorable  monber  to  loiow  that 
principles  exist. 

Mr.  REID. — Continuing,  the  factorable 
member  for  Perth  is  reported  to  have 
said— 

Those  members  felt  it  was  ttonecessary  and 
objectionable,  and  their  ideas  bad  at  least  received 
the  assent  of  a  majority  of  their  colleagues. 

Mr.  FowLEK. — That  is  incomctly  re- 
ported. 

Mr.  REID. — I  wanted  my  hcmorable 
friend  to  follow  the  quotatvxi.  Does  he 
repudiate  any  otl^r  portion  of  it? 
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Mr.  Fowler. — I  do  not. 

Mr.  REID.— That  is  a  straightforward 
statement.  Now  we  can  understand  why 
the  alliance  has  not  been  talked  about. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  will  be  It^ally  ad- 
hered to. 

Mr.  REID. — If  the  masters  of  tfie 
Labour  Party  in  this  Parliament  will  allow 
it  to  be  adhered  to.  I  should  like  to  refer 
to  the  language  of  the  overtures  which 
were  made  to  the  htxiorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat.  We  have  a  letter  in 
the  handwriting  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Bland  dealing  with  the  subject,  and  I 
hope  that  the  honorable  memb^  fbr  Grey 
will  agreb  that  it  is  correct. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  hope  that  the  Prime 
MinistK  can  dodpher  the  letter. 

Mr.  REID.— It  is  in  print.  In  the  later 
alliance,  which  does  not  seem  to  have  a  very 
healthy  edttence — ~ 

Mr.  Grooh. — Does  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter . 

Mr.  REID.— The  honorable  and  learned 
member  is  all  right.  After  some  years  he 
is  at  last  beginning  to  see  daylight.  I 
wish  to  quote  certain  remarks  made  in  a 
letter  writtm  to  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat  by  the  present  leader 
of  the  Oppositim.  The  Labour  Party, 
which  pursued  its  lonely  course  above  the 
mere  adventitious  transitions  of  ordinary 
politicians  who  form  alliances,  has  sud- 
denly devel<^)ed,  so  far  as  politics  go,  a 
mo»tf  am<»ou5  condition.  There  was  an 
approach  to  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat  

Mr.  Watson. — ^At  his  invitaticm. 

Mr.  Deazxn. — Hear,  hciar. 

Mr.  REID.— I  will  take  it  as  the  honor- 
able member  pleases.  There  was  an  ap- 
proach ;  but,  although  the  voung  lady  was 
willing,  it  did  not  come  of^,  and  now  my 
honorable  friend,  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, finding  no  one  else  whom  he  can  em- 
brace, cultivates  the  melancholy  personality 
of  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Indi.  Instead  of  this  new  alliance  being 
greeted  with  delight  by  the  whole  family, 
there  seems  to  be  all  the  eluneots  of  a  first 
class  family  quarrel. 

Mr.  Watson.— Not  at  all. 

Mr.  RETD. — My  honorable  friend  is  all 
right,  and  so  is  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Indi;  but  there  are  other  per- 
sons who  have  to  some  extent  to  study  these 
matters. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — Does  the  Prime  Minister 
feel  all  right? 


Mr.  REID.  —  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  speak  later  on,  and,  unfortunately,  I 
shall  not  be  able  to  reply  to  him.  Let 
me  quote  one  of  the  proposals  contained  in 
the  letter  written  by  the  present  leader  of 
the  Opposition  to  the  h(»iorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat — 

Members  of  the  joist  party  to  be  supported 
at  the  etectioos  after  the  manner  usual  m  all 
parties  during  continuance  of  an  alliance. 

That  suggested  scxnething  like  a  free  body 
of  men.  But  stxnething  else  has  since 
happened.  l/Ct  us  compare  that,  which 
sounds  perfectly  fair  and  reasonable,  with 
the  humble  tone  of  the  arrangement  made 
by  the  new  alliance — 

Each  to  use  Its  influence  individuaUy  and 
coUectiTely — 

This  is  where  the  legal  intellect  comes  in ! 
An  ordinary  member  of  the  Labour  Party 
could  not  resort  to  all  these  legal  subtle- 
ties of  expression,  bred  of  keen  suspicion — ■ 

with  its  oigaoizatioDs  and  supporters,  and  secure 
support  for  and  immunity  from  oppositicm  to 
members  of  either  party  during  the  currency  of 
the  alliance. 

The  alliance  between  the  Labour  Party 
and  the  followers  of  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat  was  to  be  free. 
In  that  case  there  was  talk  of  equality, 
party  with  party — the  usual  alliance — and 
a  promise  that  "we  shall  give  the  usual 
support."  But  even  that  assurance  had 
to  be  repudiated.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bland,  and  the  part}'  of  whidi 
he  is  leader,  were  to  use  their  influence 
over  their  organizations,  but  that  influence 
has  failed. 

Mr.  Watson. — Na 

Mr.  REID. — It  has  failed  in  that  par- 
ticular part  of  Australia  that  ccxicems  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Indi. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley.— It  is  a  "  Rock  of 
Ages  "  cleft  for  him. 

Mr.  REID. — Does  my  hcHiorable  friend 
say  that  the  Political  Labour  Coundl  of 
Victoria  has  not  passed  a  resolution  refusing 
to  use  its  influence  in  the  way  referred  to? 

Mr.  Watson. — No;  they  say  that  they 
will  make  no  pnunise;  but  that  it  rests 
with  the  branch  leagues  and  not  with  the 
centra]  executive  to  dedde  the  matter. 

Mr.  REID. — Exactly;  so  that  my  honor- 
able friends  ha^'e  still  the  blessing  of  a 
reprieve.  The  fate  which  seemed  to 
look  so  black  is  still  subject  to  possible  re- 
vision, if  the  prindpals  do  not  r^udiate 
the  bargain  made  by  the  agents  on  their 
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behalf.  I  wish  to  take  a  sc»newhat  retrospec- 
tive view,  and  to  show  what,  in  my  opinion, 
makes  this  alliance — if  it  be  a  real  alli- 
ance  

Mr.  Maloney. — ^The  right  honorable 
member  will  find  out  that  it  is. 

Mr.  REID.— I  desire  to  criticise  it  if  it 
be  a  real  alliance ;  but  there  are  some  who 
evidently  do  not  believe  that  it  is.  I  wish 
the  House  to  look  back  to  the  history  of  the 
situation  which  has  arisen  in  connexion  with 
one  matter  which  my  honorable  friends  in 
the  Opposition  comer  profess  to  be  anxious 
about — a  revision  of  the  Tariff,  in  tjie  way 
of  helping  some  of  the  protectionist  indus- 
tries that  are  said  to  be  in  distress.  That 
is  the  basis  of  the  alliance  which  my  honor- 
able friends  in  the  Opposition  comer  have 
put  before  the  country.  It  is  not.  love  of 
the  Labour  Party,  nor  belief  in  its  prin- 
ciples, that  has  caused  them  to  ally  them- 
selves with  that  party.  I  do  not  deny  that 
a  large  number  of  their  views  are  in  sym- 
pathy with  those  of  the  party,  just  as  is 
the  case  with  honorable  members  on  this 
side. 

Mr-  Webster. — Not  many  Government 
supporters  are  in  sympathy  with  us. 

Mr.  REID. — But  my  honorable  friends  in 
the  Oppositira  comer  put  themselves  in  the 
position  I  have  mentioned.  It  is  not  ambi- 
tion ;  it  is  not  a  desire  to  injure  an  unfortunate 
individual  who  happens  to  be  in  the  road — 
it  is  not  anything  of  that  sort  that  has  led 
them  to  take  this  step.  It  is  a  great  public 
necessity.  There  are  protectionist  indus- 
tries in  distress,  they  say,  and  in  order  to 
rescue  them  they  have  formed  this  alliance. 
Have  honorable  members  of  the  Labour 
Party,  who,  I  may  say,  all  their  lives  long 
have'  stood  loyallv  by  the  cause  of  free- 
trade,  agreed  to  this  cnnpact? 

Mr.  Webster. — The  right  honorable 
gentleman  has  left  them  in  the  lurch. 

Mr.  REID.— I  ask  that  question,  and  I 
think  that  I  am  entitled  to  do  la 

Mr.  Hughes. — Oh  I 

Mr.  REID.— The  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  West  Sydney  came  to  me  be- 
fore the  last  general  election,  and  I  took 
advantage  of  our  meeting  to  put  some  ques- 
tions to  him  on  a  subject  which  I  had  to 
consider  prior  to  the  election  taking  place. 
I  th-in  asked  him,  as  I  was  fairly  entitled, 
in  a  humble  way,  to  do,  a  certain  question. 
Whatever  the  support  of  the  Free-trade 
Party  may  be  worth,  we  have  always  given 
it  to  the  honorable  and  learned  member  in 
his  candidature  for  West  Sydney. 


Mr.  Hughes. — The  Prime  Minister 
knows  that  he  opposed  me  tooth  and  nail  at 
the  first  election  at  which  I  stood;  but 
that  I  was  returned  in  spite  of  that  opposi- 
tion. 

Mr.  REID.— I  did  not  know  the  hon- 
orable and  teamed  member  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Hughes. — But  I  was  returned. 

Mr.  REID.— The  honorable  and  learned 
m»nber  was  then  a  perfect  stranger  to  me. 
How  many  years  ago  was  this  ? 

Mr.  Hughes. — At  the  elections  held  in 
1894,  when  the  right  tx>norable  member 
himself  was  almost  unknown. 

Mr.  REID. — Cannot  I  bring  my  hon- 
orable and  learned  friend  closer  to  the  facts 
of  to-day  than  that?  Is  it  necessary  now 
to  make,  so  to  speak,  a  hurried  expedition 
to  the  North  Pole  ?  I  asked  the  honorable 
and  learned  member,  as  I  was  entitled  to 
ask  him,  what  was  his  positicm  with  re- 
ference to  the  labour  pledges,  and  he  gave 
me  a  perfectly  fur  explanation,  saying,  "  I 
am  perfectly  free  on  a  vote  of  censure." 

Mr.  Hughes. — Touching  the  fiscal  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  REID. — I  understood  that  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  meant  that  he 
was  perfectly  free  to  vote  as  he  pleased  on 
a  motion  of  censure,  whatever  it  might  be. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Oh,  no ! 

Mr.  REID. — I  may  have  been  mis- 
taken  

Mr.  Hughes. — The  matter  has  been  fre- 
quently explained.  I  told  the  right  hcxior- 
ablc  gentleman  that  I  was  perfectly  free, 
except  in  regard  to  a  plank  in  our  platform. 

Mr.  REID.— I  did  not  know  that  a  vote 
of  censure  was  a  plank  in  the  Labour 
Party's  platform. 

Mr.  Hughes. — A  vote  of  censure  might 
involve  a  plank  in  the  platform. 

Mr.  REID.— Then  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  thinks  that  the  present  mo- 
tion of  censure  involves  a  plank  in  the 
labour  platform? 

Mr.  Hughes. — It  involves  the  whole  of 
them. 

Mr.  REID. — It,  perhaps,  involves  one  of 
the  Ministerial  .planks.  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  very  fairly  gave^e  the  in- 
formation that,  on  the  fiscal  question,  he 
was  perfectfy  free  to  vote  according  to  his 
views.  The  honorable  member  for  Cano- 
bolas  was  in  the  same  position.  I  am  not 
putting  it  that  these  honorable  members 
ever  asked  us  for  our  support ;  but  I  say 
that  they  did  run,  on  the  fiscal  question 
under  the  colours  of  the  free-traders  of 
New  South  Wales. 
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Mr.  WiLKS. — ^They  did  not  refuse  that 
support. 

Mr.  Hughes. — The  statement  is  not  quite 
accurate,  but  it  is  near  enough.  We  could 
have  so  run  had  we  wished-  to  do  so. 

Mr.  REID. — They  were  bracketed  day 
after  day  with  our  candidates,  and  I  never 
received  any  complaints  oa  the  subject. 
That  is  all  I  will  say.  The  honoraUe  mem- 
ber for  Canobolas  was  returned  unopposed. 
I  am  not  making  any  imputations.  I  feel 
sure  that  there  is  not  one  free-trader  in  the 
Labour  Party  who  has  sold  himself  on  the 
Tariff  revision  question  to  the  honorable 
gentlemen  in  the  corner.  That  is  all  I 
say. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — That  is  funny  ! 

Mr.  REID.— It  is  not  a  bit  funny.  If 
honoratjie  members  opposite  had  sold 
themselves — I  do  not  believe  ib;  I  will  not 
believe  it  for  a  moment — it  would  not  be 
funny  at  all.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am 
OTiIy  mentioning  that  in  order  to  come  back 
to  what  I  consider  an  outrageous  attempt 
to  violate  public  faith.  I  say  it  is  an  out- 
rageous attempt. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — Say  that  again ! 

Mr.  REID. — I  do  not  think  it  is  neces- 
sary ;  I  am  going  to  prove  it  I  think  it  is 
a  matter  that  concerns  the  public  far  more 
than  the  question  who  is  to  hold  office. 
If  people  are  to  be  allowed  to  betray  their 
promises  to  their  electors  the  electors  had 
better  know  it.  I  suppose  that  the  policy 
of  the  Deakin  party  may  fairly  be  quoted 
from  the  lips  of  the  then  Prime  Minister, 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bal- 
larat.  In  the  opening  speech  of  his  cam- 
paign, the  honorable  and  learned  member 
described  my  attitude  by  saying  that  I  had 
greatly  come  down  in  my  demands.  He 
said  that  I  had  asked  for  a  mild  Tariff  re- 
vision, and  that  **  it  was  only  a  little  one.'* 
Then  my  honorable  and  learned  friend 
went  on  to  say  that  he  knew  that  indus- 
tries were  being  injured  by  the  Tariff. 
So  that  this  is  no  new  discovery  which 
has  just  been  made.  It  is  nothing  new. 
The  then  Prime  Minister  said — ■ 

Some  industTies  have  been  destroyed  by  this 
Tariff;  some  others  have  been  injured,  and  many 
have  not  been  assisted. 

So  that  the  then  Prime  Minister  went  be- 
fore the  people  of  Australia,  telling  them, 
"We  do  not  like  this  Tariff;  it  has 
destroyed  some  industries ;  it  has  injured 
others ;  it  has  not  assisted  some  others ; 
but.  nevertheless,  I  say  that  the  polic)' 
which  I  put  before  the  people  "  


Mr.  Mau(SR. — He  had  not  the  faintest 
idea  of  the  extent  of  the  injury. 

Mr.  REID.— May  I  read  what  the  hon- 
orable  and  learned  member  for  Ballarat 
said  before  the  election?    He  said — 

The  clean  cut  issue,  then,  in  the  contest  now  to 
be  commenced,  lies  between  those  who  hold  with 
us  that  what  we  need  is  time  to  adjust  ourselves 
to  our  new  conditions  without  another  Tariff  cam< 
paign  in  Parliament. 

What  is  the  Opposition  corner  trying  to 
bring  about?  A  new  Tariff  campaign  in 
this  Parliament.  In  the  debate  on  the 
Address- in-Reply,  the  three  leaders  of  the 
House  declared  the  verdict  recorded  by  the 
electors  of  Australia,  in  the  following 
words : — 

Mr.  Deakin. — The  fiscal  issue  is  dead  and 
buried  during  this  Parliament,  at  all  events. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  recognise  that  that  is  the  verdict 
of  the  constituencies. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  share  the  gratification  of  the 
Prime  Minister  that  with  the  last  election  the 
issue,  as  between  free-trade  and  protection,  has 
disappeared  for  some  time  to  come,  at  any  rate, 
so  far  as  the  Tariff  is  concerned. 

Practically  the  fiscal  issue  is  dead,  at  any  rate, 
S3  far  as  this  Parliament  is  concerned. 

Even  Sii  William  Lyne,  in  returning  thanks 
at  Albury,  said  — 

The  fiscal  question  should  never  have  been  raised 
in  this  election,  because,  owine  to  the  stringency 
of  the  financial  clauses  of  the  Constitution  it  was 
impossible  to  have  either  protection  or  free-trade. 
Whatever  party  was  in  power,  the  only  possible 
Tariff  must  be  ver^  similar  to  that  now  in  force, 
and  until  the  expiration  of  the  Braddon  clause 
it  was  in  vain  for  either  party  to  dream  of  radi- 
cal alterations. 

I  want  to  go  a  little  further.  I  have  here 
some  quotations  from  the  leading  protec- 
tionist organ.  One  was  published  after  the 
speech  to  which  I  have  referred.  It  is 
contained  in  a  leading  article,  published  on 
♦he  30th  Oct(^r,  1903. 

Mr.  Tudor. — In  what  newspaper? 

Mr.  REID.— -In  the  Age, 

The  first  and  foremost  necessity  of.  the  time 
is  a  truce  on  the  fiscal  question. 

The  word  "truce"  is  used.  It  was  not 
recognised  some  mcHQths  afterwards. 

Mr.  Mauger.  —  The  right  honorable 
member  would  not  recognise  it  then. 

Mr.  REID. — I  am  referring  to  the  at- 
tempt made  in  a  certain  quarter  to  deny 
that  they  ever  used  the  word  "  truce." 

The  first  and  foremost  necessity  of  the  time  is 
a  truce  on  the  fiscal  question.  As  long  as  that 
struggle  goes  on  it  bars  the  way  to  any  progressive 
legislation  on  other  national  and  sociaj  ques- 
tions. 
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I  now  give  a  number  of  others — 

6.11.1901. — ^The  issue  is  clear  enough — Prefer- 
ential Trade,  a  Uliite  Australia,  and  Fiscal  Peace. 

33.it. 1903. — ^Tbis  being  the  positian,  protec- 
tionists arc  compelled  to  concentrate  all  their 
strength  upon  the  single  item  of  fiscal  peace,  in- 
cluding the  addendum  of  preferential  trade  within 
the  Empire. 

7.12.1903. — They  (the  electors)  wish  either  for 
fiscal  peace  or  for  &scal  war  again.  They  would 
have  the  present  Tariff  let  alone  pending  the  Im- 
perial preferential  proposals,  or  ripped  up  again 
as  soon  as  Parliament  meets  

But  the  issue  on  which  the  bulk  of  the  com- 
munity is  divided  is  fiscal  peace  or  fiscal  war — 
Mr.  Deakin  or  Mr.  Reid. 

to.13.t903. — Now,  whether  we  like  it  or  not, 
we  cannot  get  away  from  the  questions  which  arc 
at  issue — fiscal  peace  under  Ur.  Deakin,  or  fiscal 
war  under  Mr.  Reid.  It  all  comes  down  to  that 
in  the  end. 

14.13.1903. — We  cannot  doubt,  from  the  history 
of  many  Victorian  elections,  that  liberal  protec- 
titmists  form  the  vait  majority  of  the  voten  oi 
this  Sute.  These  people  all  want  to  see  the 
Tariff  battle  cease  for  a  few  vears.  They  want 
fiscal  peace  as  proclaimed  by  tne  Deakin  Govern- 
ment. 

16. 12. 1903. — To-day  the  electors  will  return 
their  verdict.  They  are  to-day  more  truly  a  jury  in 
their  coontrv's  cause.  For  this  State,  we  know  be- 
fcreband,  t&e  overwhelming  preponderance  of  the 
popular  voice  is  for  the  Deakin  Government  and 
fiscal  peace  as  against  Reid  and  another  fiscal  w^r. 

18.1a.1903. — The  net  result  of  the  whole  poll- 
ing in  all  the  six  States  is  to  leave  the  strength 
of  the  respective  parties  almost  exactly  as  be- 
fore, with,  perhaps,  a  gain  of  one  seat  to  the 
Government,  and  a  more  solid  vote  than  ever  for 
fiscal  peace  afad  preferential  trade.  Indeed,  on 
the  one  chief  pomt  which  Mr.  Reid  insisted  on 
making  his  battle  cry — that  of  Tariff  revision — 
be  is  hopelessly  beaten. 

t9.ta.1903. — When  the  new  Houses  meet,  the 
Opposition  will  find  itself  powerless  to  make  an 
effectual  attack  on  the  Tariff.  That  matter  is, 
therefore,  at  rest  for  three  years  at  least.   .   .  . 

There  can  be  no  longer  any  doubt  about  the 
verdict  of  the  people  on  this  fiscal  issue.  The 
new  Parliament  will  contain  at  least  a  majority 
of  nine  protectionists,  and  a  majority  of  twenty- 
nine  pledged  to  fiscal  peace. 

30.12.1903. — The  free-traders,  having  fought 
and  lost  the  late  election  as  enemies  of  fiscal 
peace,  are  now  putting  out  feelers  for  an  alliance 
with  the  protectionists.  .  .  .  It  is  much  more 
useful  to  recall  to  mind  the  true  divii^oo  of  par- 
ties as  they  came  from  the  country  on  Ae  issues 
fought  there.    These  are — 

Members  pledged  for  fiscal  peace  ...  51 
Members  for  fiscal  war   34 

When  Mr.  Reid  says  he  does  not  think  the  fiscal 

Juestion  can  be  re-opened,  be  may  be  thanked 
or  nothing. 

I.I. 1904. — For  one  thing,  we  have  cast  off 
definitely  the  threats  of  the  free-trade  leader 
that  he  would  force  a  new  struecle  over  the 
Tariff  

As  to  the  fiscal  question,  that  will  be  at  rest  for 
a  few^years  at  least;  and  for  this  respite  everv 
one  will  be  thankful. 

Reid. 


4.1. 1904. — The  Prime  Minister  (Mr.  Deakin) 
I  has  just  made  manifest  one  of  the  good  results 
I  of  getting  the  fiscal  question  out  of  the  way. 

That  was  published  this  year!  Now  I 
will  pass  (m.  We  came  out  of  this  contest 
before  the  electors  as  representati\-es  of  the 
people.  The  then  Prime  Minister,  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bal- 
larat,  honorably  acknowledged  the  issue 
that  he  put  to  the  people,  and  he  «\-is 
gratified,  as  he  might  well  be,  at  the  faa 
I  that  an  unmistakable  majority  had  re- 
1  sponded  to  his  demand  for  a  fiscal  truct. 
I  and  that  there  should  be  no  Tariff  campaign 
in  the  new  Parliament.  Whilst  the  hwi- 
orable  and  learned  member  for  Ballarat, 
the  then  Prime  Minister,  was  making  tiiis 
sutement,  I  interjected  "  Yes,  I  must  admit 
that  was  the  deduon  of  the  constituendes." 

Mr.  Maugeb. — That  was  after  the  event. 

Mr.  REID.— Could  I  be  beaten  before? 
That  interjection  only  shows  the  unhappy 
position  which  a  Prime Ministerisplaced  in.  I 
am  blamed  for  having  said  after  the  election 
what  could  not  have  been  said  before ! 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^What  I  meant  was,  that 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  would  not 
accept  the  truce  before. 

Mr.  REID.  —  Now,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  think  that  amid  all  our  personal 
controversies,  something  is  due  in  the 
way  of  information  to  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  outside,  in  the  light  of  two  state- 
ments made  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
— one  at  the  opening  of  the  House  after  the 
election,  and  the  other  at  Wagga  Wagga 
only  a  mtxith  or  two  aga  I  think  I  am  en- 
titled to  ask  my  honorable  friend  whether 
he  has  promised  the  bouOTable  and  learned 
member  for  Indi  that  he  will  consent  to  the 
re-opening  of  the  Tariff  in  this  Parliament 
in  order  to  make  it  more  protective. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  am  sticking  to  the  alli- 
ance programme. 

Mr.  REID.— There  is  a  fearless  public 
man  who  always  says  what  he  means  I  He 
is  sricking  to  a  long  document  drawn  up 
by  a  clever  lawyer  1  I  will  read  what  tl^ 
document  says  presently,  if  my  honorable 
friend  will  resort  to  a  lawyer's  subtleties. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  will  take  advantage  of 
my  opportunity  in  reply  to  say  a  word  or 
two. 

Mr.  REID. — I  shall  not  have  an  oopor- 
tunitv  to  reply  then.  The  leader  of  the 
,  Opposition  before  the  election,  in  a  speech 
I  on  1 2th  November,  said — 
'  He  would  not,  under  any  circumstances,  be  a 
I  party  to  the  disturbance  of  tbe  fiscal  peace  now 
'  reached. 
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That  was  a  statement  made  by  the  I 
hcHiOTable  member  when  he  was  ad- 
dressing men  whom  he  asked  to 
^-ote  for  bun  on  the  faith  of  his 
honour  as  a  public  man.  Are  memb^s  to 
write  out  these  promises  that  they  intend  to  , 
keep,  and  sign  and  seal  them,  so  that  there ' 
may  be  no  mistake  as  to  the  promises  which 
they  intend  to  keep,  and  the  promises  which 
they  do  not  ?  Are  not  the  electors  entitled  ■ 
to  accept  such  a  statement  from  any  hon- 
orable member,  especially  from  a  fearless, 
straightforward  member  such  as  my  friend 
has  always  been?  I  am  absolutely  sure 
that  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  in  making 
that  statement,  htxiestly  and  hixiOTably 
meant  it ;  I  am  not  throwing  any  doubt  on 
that  for  one  moment  When  the  House 
met,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  again 
spoke,  and  though  I  am  not  quoting  his 
exact  words,  honorable  members  will  re- 
member that  he  rejoiced  that  the  fiscal  ques- 
tion was  dead,  for  this  Parliament  at  any 
rate.  On  the  9th  August,  not  much  more 
than  a  month  ago,  the  honorable  member, 
as  Prime  Minister,  spoke  at  the  same  place, 
Wagga,  where  he  had  gv/ea  the  pranise  to 
wbrch  I  have  referred.  It  is  a  double  pTo< 
mise — a  promise  made  by  a  man  seeking 
the  trust  cH  the  electors,  and  a  promise  by 
the  Prime  Minister  of  Australia,  address- 
ing the  men  who  had  trusted  him.  On  that 
occasion  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
said — 

I  believe  there  is  no  probability  of  any  appeal 
for  the  alteratioo  of  the  Tariff  being  responded 
to  during  this  present  Parliamest. 

By  the  9th  August,  we  had  heard  wails  of 
distress  from  the  wailing  member  for 
Bourke,  who,  on  a  motion  for  the  ad- 
journment of  the  House,  gave  us  a  number 
of  stat^ents  about  the  bad  effects  of  the 
Tariff.  I  suppose  the  Prime  Minister  had 
heard  that  lengthy  speech ;  but,  at  any  rate, 
if  he  was  not  present,  he  must  have  heard 
something  about  it,  and,  knowing  of  those 
statements  from  the  corner,  he  went  to  his 
electors  and  said  what  I  have  just  quoted. 
Now  I  ccnne  to  this  compact.  The  hon- 
orable member  will  not  give  me,  or  rather 
the  public,  an  answer ;  I  am  not  entitled 
to  an  answer,  while  the  public  are. 

Mr.  Watson.— The  public  will  get  an 
answer. 

Mr.  REID. — Then  I  ask  the  honorable 
member  not  to  wait  too  many  days,  because 
the  public  are  entitled  to  the  latest  infor- 
mation. 

Mr.  Watson. — Yes,  from  those  in  au- 
thority. 


Mr.  REID. — This  compact  in  writing 
is  what  the  public  have  got  from  the  hon- 
orable member. 

Legislation  (including  Tariff  legislation)  

Mr.  Groom. — Read  it  all. 

Mr.  REID. — Do  not  hurry  me  too  much. 
The  honorable  and  learned  member  may 
have  written  this  paragraph,  and  is  listen- 
ing  with  the  pride  of  a  parent.  The  para- 
graph is  as  follows: — 

14.  LegislalioQ  (including  Tariff  legiilation), 
shown  to  be  necessary — 

(i)  To  develop  Australian  resources; 
(3)  To  preserve,  encourage,  and  benefit  Aus- 
tralian  industries,  primary  and  secondary; 
(3)  To  secure  fair  contutknu  of  labour — 

and  so  on.  A  free-trader  can  read  those 
words  in  a  free-trade  sense  just  as  easily 
as  a  protectionist  can  read  them  in  a  pro- 
tectionist sense. 

Mr.  IiIauger. — ^Then  why  worry  over  it? 

Mr.  REID. — I  am  ccxning  to  something 
more  important.  I  am  not  worr}-ing;  it  is 
the  honorable  member  who  will  worry  be- 
fore all  is  over.  I  am  beginning  the 
worry,  that  is  all.  Those  are  words  which 
speaic  to  the  ear  in  a  double  sense.  Free- 
traders champion  low  duties,  because  they 
believe — they  may  be  wrong,  but  they  hon- 
estly believe — that  a  system  of  low  duties 
helps  to  stimulate  the  great  industries  of 
Australia.  The  protectionist  takes  an 
opposite  view,  and  thinks  that  a  high  scale 
of  duties  is  necessary  to  that  end.  And,  as 
I  have  said,  a  free-trader  and  a  protectionist 
can  read  that  paragraph  as  having  oppo- 
site meanings.  This  is  a  clever  legal  d(KU- 
ment — strictly  legal — but  it  is  not  the  sort 
of  information  the  public  desire.  The 
public  do  not  wish  for  legal  subtleties  in 
matters  affecting  their  vital  interests;  they 
want  straightforward  declarations.  I  am  not 
saying  that  some  honorable  members  have  not 
publicly  stated  their  position,  so  that  there 
is  no  doubt  where  they  are.  The>-  have  made 
their  statements  openly  to  the  House  and  to 
the  country ;  and  I  am  speaking  now  in  re- 
ference to  some  gentlemen  who  do  not  be- 
long to  the  Protectionist  Party,  holding  al- 
together a  different  political  faith  on  the 
fiscal  question.  There  is  the  provision  later 
on  in  the  document,  that — 

 Any  member  of  either  party  may, 

as  to  any  specific  proposals — 

(a)  Agree  with  the  members  of  his  own  party, 
and  be  bound  by  their  joint  determination ;  or 

[b)  Decide  for  himself  how  far  the  particulai 
ciicumstaaces  prove  the  necessity — 
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that  is  to  say,  the  necessity  has  to  be  proved 
to  mv  free-trade  friends  in  the  Labour 
Party- 
prove  the  necessity  or  the  extent  to  which  the 
proposal  should  be  carried. 

Mr.  Maugeb. — Hear,  hear  I 

Mr.  REID. — If  the  honorable  member  is 
satisfied  with  that  

Mr.  Mauger. — The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber will  be  satisfied  with  the  result  alt  right. 

Mr.  REID.— Has  not  the  leader  of  the 
Labour  Party  distinctly  told  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Indi  that  that 
party  will  never  vote  for  the  revision 
of  the  Tariff  in  a  protectionist  sense  ? 
Will  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber answer  that  ?  Has  no  free-trade 
member  of  the  Labour  Party  told  him 
that  he  will  not  vote  for  any  aIterati(Hi  of 
the  Tariff  in  a  protectionist  sense? 

Mr.  Isaacs,— None. 

Mr.  REID. — Now  we  are  in  the  position 
that  the  honorable  and  learned  member  has 
been  led  by  the  free-traders  in  the  Labour 
Party  to  believe  that  they  are  prepared  to 
destroy  their  principles.  This  matter  may 
become  the  sport  of  these  alliances ;  but  the 
people  outside  regard  it  pretty  seriously,  be- 
cause it  affects  them.  I  have  now  the  in- 
formation that  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Indi,  and  his  friends,  have  had 
no  sort  of  communication  from  the  free- 
trade  members  of  the  Labour  Party  as  to 
their  supporting  or  opposing  such  an  altera- 
tion of  the  Tariff. 

Mr.  Isaacs.— That  is  not  what  the  right 
honorable  member  asked. 

Mr.  REID.— Then  I  ask  that  ques- 
tion. I  want  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  to  remember  that  I  am  not  now 
troubling  about  protectionist  members,  with 
whom  I  have  no  concnn,  and  who  are  en- 
titled to  say  and  do  what  they  like. 

Mr.  Isaacs. —I  shall  give  the  right  hon- 
orable gentlemen  and  the  country  a  full 
sSatement  by  and  by.  but  I  can  say  that  I 
understand  there  will  be  a  loyal  adhesion 
to  the  terms  of  the  alliance. 

Mr.  REID.— What  is  "loyal  adhesion" 
to  a  rope  of  sand?  What  does  "loyal  ad- 
hesion "  to  that  compact  matter,  when  hon- 
orable members  may  believe  there  is  a 
necessit)-,  or  may  beUe>-e  there  is  no  neces- 
sity, for  an  alteration? 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — Why  call  it  a  "  rope  of 
sind  "  ? 

Mr.  REID.— I  shall  tell  the  honorable 
member  why — because  there  is  the  pretence 
behind  this  alliance  that  it  is  to  bring  re- 
lief to  distressed  workers  in  the  Melbourne 


factories.  Surely  we  need  not  play  with 
the  miseries  and  distress  of  the  workers  in 
these  compacts.  Surely,  if  these  compacts 
achieve  the  persoial  end  at  which  they  are 
aimed,  there  is  something  behind  them  as 
a  guarantee  that  that  mischief  is  going  to 
be  dealt  with.  Will  ib  be  dealt  wi&  by  an 
agreement  like  this? 

Mr.  Mauger. — We  shall  see  whom  the 
people  will  trust  to  deal  with  it. 

Mr.  REID. — I  want  to  know  whether 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
West  Sydney  will  trust  the  honorable  man- 
ber  for  Melbourne  Ports  to  deal  with  the 
fiscal  question  ?  I  think  he  will  probably  as- 
sert his  own  individuality  in  the  matter. 
There  is  another  gentleman  who  is  positive 
and  clear  in  his  enunciation — I  allude  to 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Darling  Downs.  When  this  Parliament  met 
that  honorable  and  learned  member,  accord- 
ing to  Hansard,  said — 

Another  question  which  has  been  de6nitelj 
settled,  so  far  as  Queensland  is  coocemed,  la 
that  there  shall  be  no  alteration  of  the  Tariff. 

Here  is  a  trusted  representative  of  the 
public  coming  back  from  his  constituents, 
and  placing  on  the  parliamentar)-  records 
what  his  commission  was,  and  stating  that 
the  decision  of  Queensland  — not  of 
himself,  not  of  his  comer  —  was  that 
"  there  shall  be  no  alteration  of  the  Tariff." 
The  honorable  and  learned  member  further 
said — 

I  think  the  people  have  declared  that  it  is  desir- 
able that  until  the  bookkeeping  period  has  closed 
we  should  adhere  to  the  existing  Tariff. 

That  is  to  say,  until  1911.  Here  we  have 
voices  from  Victoria,  the  Prime  Minister  of 
the  time,  of  the  Melbourne  Age,  of  the  late 
Prime  Minister  in  New  South  Wales,  and 
in  this  House,  twice  repeated,  and  the 
voice  of  the  honorable  and'  learned 
member  for  Darling  Downs,  all  de- 
claring this  public  trust  and  this  public 
decision,  and  yet  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Darling  Downs  now  busies 
himself  with  a  movement  which  is  either 
a  ghastly  deception  or  is  a  betrayal  of 
the  people  of  Queensland.  Now  I  come  to 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Indi, 
who  was  in  the  happy  position  of  being  re- 
turned unopposed  at  the  last  election.  I 
think  that  his  good  fortune  in  that  respect 
is  not  likely  to  happen  to  him  again. 
But  he  is  very  much  to  be  con- 
gratulated upon  it,  because  it  is  a 
source  of  honour  to  any  man  to  be 
returned    by    his   constituents  unopposed. 
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I  cannot  quote  an  election  speech  of  the  | 
honorable  manber's,  but  he  knows  what  it 
means  to  stand  by  and  hear  a  number  of 
men  making  public  statements  as  to  a  fact, 
without  cmtradicting  or  correcting  them. 
My  honorable  and  learned  friend  has  been 
marvellously  conscientious  and  industrious 
during  these  four  years.  If  an  h<XK>rable 
member  ever  got  up  and  was  guilty  of  the 
slightest  inaccuracy  the  hcniorable  and 
learned  member  for  Indi  was  swift  to  cor- 
rect him. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — I  must  correct  that  inac- 
curacy. 

Mr.  REID. — I  shall  not  quarrel  over  a 
trifle  of  that  sort,  but  I  wish  to  say  that 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  did  not 
get  up  in  this  House  and  say  anything  con- 
trary to  the  declarations  to  which  1  have 
referred.  I  desire  to  say  that  while  the 
alleged  distresses  in  the'  factories  were 
going  on,  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Indi  sat  on  the  Ministerial 
flo\e-TOt  I  ike  a  I  ittle  dove  f  ul  1  of 
love  and  good  nature.  One  Government 
went  out  and  another  Government  came  in, 
but  the  little  dove  was  on  the  dove-cot 
all  the  time.  Why  did  not  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  tell  the  late  Govern- 
ment, or  the  preceding  Goverrimenf,  about 
this  necessity  for  Tariff  revision?  He  is 
not  a  marionette  used  by  a  great  daily 
organ  that  writes  up  a  number  of  alarm- 
ing statements,  after  which  he  jumps  into 
the  aiena.  We  know  he  is  not  that. 
We  know  he  is  not  worked  in  that 
way.  All  I  say  about  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  is  this — and  this  will 
not  be  denied — that  for  four  years  he  sat 
steadily  in  his  place,  nearly  always  ac- 
cepting all  the  Government  said  or  did, 
and  that,  after  that  period  of  time,  when 
some  one  else  has  come  into  office,  he  is 
suddenly  so  active  that  a  soldier  ant  on  a 
gridiron  is  lazy  compared  to  the  honorable 
and  learned  member.  All  at  once  that  dense, 
philosophic  calm,  and  that  dignified  com- 
placency which  has  made  him  the  admirn- 
tion  even  of  the  galleries,  are  OHnpletely 
gone.  There  is  no  more  rest  for  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Indi.  Every- 
thing this  Government  even  thinks  of  is 
wrong.  Everything  it  talks  of  is  wrong ; 
and  there  is  no  man  in  this  Chamber 
to-dav  who  is  more  full  of  stratagem, 
and  fir?,  and  furv— still  samewhat  con- 
cealed—than is  that  calm,  philosophical 
follower  of  past  Ministries.  The  honorable 
and  learned  member  has  never  been  accused, 
even   by    his   bitterest    enemies,    of  an 


extravagance  of  rashness  or  impulse,  and 
he  is  probably  intent  on  this  Tariff 
revision  which  he  has  put  before  the 
public — and  I  believe  he  is,  I  be- 
lieve that  that  is  his  motive,  however  sud- 
den it  is,  however  mysterious  it  is,  still  it 
is  there,  tnough  it  sprang  up  in  a  night — 
I  say  that  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber who  stands  before  the  people  of  Vic- 
toria particularly  as  a  man  who  has 
formed  an  alliance  in  the  interests 
of  Tariff  revision,  and  who  can- 
not tell  them  that  those  with  whom 
he  is  allied  are  prepared  to  support  him  in 
it,  is  fooling  the  people  of  this  State.  How 
do  we  stand  now  ?  I  do  not  think  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Wilroot  is  likely  to  be  con- 
verted to  protectionist  doctrines,  and  I  am, 
therefore,  including  the  honorable  member 
on  this  point  with  Ministerialists.  We  are, 
therefore,  thirty-eight,  whilst  there,  are 
thirty-six  on  the  other  side.  I  presume 
that  my  honorable  friends  opposite,  who 
hold  principles  absolutely  opposed  to  those 
of  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Indi,  have  not  consented  to  forget  them  on 
this  question  of  Tariff  revision?  There 
are  on  the  other  side,  ei{^t  homrable  mem- 
bers who  are,  I  will  not  say  free-traders, 
but  revenue  TarifBsts,  anti-protectionists, 
staunch  men  whom  I  need  not  name.  Thev 
are  members  of  the  Labour  Party  with 
whom  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Indi  is  in  alliance,  and  if  only  one  or  two 
of  those  eight,  or  none  of  them,  support 
him,  he  can  never  have  his  Tariff  revision 
in  this  Parliament.  Is  there  one  hon- 
orable member  who  represents  the  protection, 
ists  under  the  loyal  flag,  under  the  flag 
raised  before  the  electi(»is  

Mr.  Mauger. — What  colour  is  it? 

Mr.  REID. — There  was  no  party  flag 
hung  up  when  the  chief  of  protection 
stood  before  the  people  of  Victoria. 

Mr.  Maugeh. — He  called  the  right  hon- 
orable member  and  his  supporters  foreign 
traders  in  the  same  speech. 

Mr.  REID. — I  should  like  to  know  from 
the  then  Prime  Minister,  when  he  addresses 
the  House,  if  he  does,  whether  one  of  these 
gentlemen  remonstrated  with  him  on  the 
line  of  policy  he  was  taking? 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^Did  the  right  honwable 
gentleman  remonstrate  with  him? 

Mr.  REID.— If  they  did  they  are  free. 
But  I  say  that  if  any  man  allows  his 
leader  to  make  a  manifesto  to  the  people 
of  Australia,  and  does  not  contradict  what 
he  says,  as  to  what  his  course  is  going  to 
be,  he  leaves  himself  in  a  false  position  to 
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say  the  least  of  it.  I  wish  to  refer  to  this 
aspect  of  the  question  for  another  reason. 
Honorable  members  have  heard  the  derisive 
cheers  when  I  spoke  of  betraying  a  cause. 
These  hcwwrable  members  who  sit  so  quietly 
opposite  in  fiscal  peace  with  protectionists 
■ — the  honorable  member  for  Wide  Bay  for 
example  

Mr.  Fisher. — What  about  him? 

Mr,  REID. — I  say  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman was  sitting  in  a  Ministry  with 
four  protectionists,  and  did  any  one'  accuse 
him  of  betraying  his  fiscal  creed  ? 

ilr.  FiSHZR. — I  never  in  my  life  de- 
clared a  fiscal  creed  to  be  greater  than  the 
labour  movement. 

Mr.  REID.— Then  I  leave  the  honor- 
able gejntleman  out.  The  honor^le  and 
learned  member  for  West  Sydney  also  txHt 
his  seat  in  a  Ministry  with  four  protec- 
tionists, and  did  any  one  ever  accuse  him 
of  betraying  his  fiscal  faith? 

Mr.  Hughes. — N<^  because,  as  the  right 
hoTtorable  gentleman  is  aware,  I  am  a  labour 
man  first,  and  every  thing  else  a  long  way 
afterwards. 

Mr.  REID. — But  always  going  straight 
on  the  fiscal  question  ? 

Mr.  Hughes.— -The  right  honorable  gen- 
tleman does  not  understand  or  appreciate 
what  g(ung  straight  means,  on  any  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  REID.~I  think  that  before  I  have 
done,  I  shall  deal  with  that  observation. 

Mr.  Hughes. — I  hope  so.  If  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  does  not,  I  shall. 

Mr.  REID. — It  must  be  very  painful  to 
the  honorable  and  learned  member,  who 
sat  behind  me,  with  nothing  but  admira- 
tion for  eight  years  of  my  public  life. 

Mr.  Hughes.— Eight  years? 

Mr.  REID. — Eight  or  ten  years. 

Mr.  Hughes. — I  was  (Mie  of  those  who 
took  a  chief  part  in  throwing  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  out. 

Mr.  REID. — That  was  afterwards- 

Mr.  Hughes.— After  what?  After  I 
had  same  experience  of  what  the  right 
homnable  gentleman  was. 

Mr.  REID.  ~  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  might,  at  least,  be  fair. 
Did  I  endeavour  to  shirk  the  fiscal  question 
when  we  were  before  the  electors?  I  did 
not  accept  the  easy  part  then.  I  took  up 
the  fighting  part,  and  went  all  round  Aus- 
tralia endeavouring  to  convince  the  people 
that  the  Commonwealth  Tariff  should  be 
lowered,  and  lowered  in  a  revenue  Tariff 
sense.  But  the  verdict  of  the  people  was 
against  me. 


Mr.  Mauger. — And  yet  the  right  hraior- 
able  gentleman  says  that  there  is  a  fiscal 

truce. 

ilr.  REID. — The  honorable  member  can 
]  see  that  the  truce  was  not  mine ;  it  was  a 
j  truce  made  between  the  protectionists  and 
I  the  people  of  Australia.    I  wished  to  carry 
'  on  the  fight.    The  electws  heard  us  both, 
j  and  declared  a  truce  by  retuniing  a  la^r 
,  number  of  members  who  believed  in  a  truce 
than  were  returned  to  follow  me  in  maldng 
a  fight.    I  ask  any  fair-minded  man  if, 
having  done  my  best  to  carry  out  the  prin- 
ciples for  which  I  have  fought  all  my  life 
— principles  which  were  put  into  practice 
in  New  South  Wales  when  I  had  the  power 
— if,  having  done  my  best  to  achieve  the 
triumph  of  those  principles  throughout  Aus- 
tralia, and  the  verdict  of  the  people  bemg 
unmistakably  against  me,  I  should  be  ac- 
cused of  treastm ;  if  when  I  have  been  over- 
whelmingly defeated  I  should  be  diarged 
with  betraying  my  cause?    I  wish  now  to 
come   to  that  calm  and  critical  intellect, 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Indi. 
He  made  no  speeches  during  the  elections, 
but  fortunately  he  the  other  day  committed 
himself  to  a  definition  of  fiscal  peace.  I 
am  grateful  to  him  for  that.    I  will  read 
two  passages  from  his  speech,  which  occur 
within  thirty  lines  of  each  other,  and  I  will 
ask  the  House  to  reconcile  them.  Speaking 
of  the  electors,  he  said — 

They  declared  that  there  shoold  be  n  pause  in 
the  great  struggle  between  the  protectionists  aod 
the  free-tiaden,  and  that  the  protectionist  flag 
should  still  continue  to  wave. 

That  is  quite  true.  The  Tariff  had  been 
passed.  It  was  a  protecticxiist  Tariff, 
and  by  deoreeing  a  fiiscal  truce  during  this 
Parliament  the  electors  decreed  thit  th* 
protectionist  Tariff  should  continue  a%  it 
was,  that,  in  that  sense,  the  protectionist 
flag  should  continue  to  wave.  The  honor- 
able and  learned  member  in  that  pas'fige 
said,  not  that  the  free-traders  were  finally 
defeated  and  annihilated,  but  that  there 
was  a  pause,  that  the  electors  had  declared 
that  there  should  be  a  paujc  in  the  great 
struggle  between  the  protectionists  and  the 
free-traders.  Did  that  mean  annihilaticHi 
and  defeat?  Yet  fifteen  lines  above  the 
passage  which  I  have  just,  quoted  the  hom- 
or^^le  and  learned  member  is  reported  to 
have  said — 

I  shall  tell  hcmorable  members  what  that  fiscnl 
peace  meant.  It  meant  this,  tiiat  tbe  contest  in 
Australia  between  tbe  policy  of  free-trade  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  policy  of  protection  on  the 
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other,  was  decided.  There  was  to  be  do  more 
stniggliag    as    to   vhicb    policy    was    to  be 

tiiumphaot. 

In  the  one  breath  the  hcsiorable  and  learned 
member  spoke  of  there  being  a  pause  be- 
tween the  two  great  warring  camps,  and 
in  the  next  he  spoke  of  the  final  overthrow 
of  free-trade.  How  can  those  statements 
be  reconciled  ?  In  the  one  breath  he  said 
that  free-trade  was  finally  vanquished,  that 
it  was  dead,  while  in  the  next  he  declared 
that  the  verdict  of  the  electcn'S  was  that 
there  should  be  a  pause  between  the  two 
great  antagonists.  The  latter  is  the  true 
description  of  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — ^Will  the  right  h(xiorabIe 
goitleman  kindly  read  the  sentence  imme- 
diately following  the  first  quotation  ? 

Mr.  REID.— I  will  read  it  alL  I  had 
a  reason  for  not  being  too  frank  about  my 
authority  for  the  quotaticxi,  because  I  did 
not  know  that  I  should  be  in  order  in 
making  it.  Howevef,  I  will  read  all  that 
the  hffliorable  and  learned  member  said 
about  the  fiscal  peace. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — I  do  not  ask  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  to  do  that ;  it  will  be  suffi- 
cient if  he  reads  the  sentence  which  fol- 
lows the  first  quotation. 

Mr.  REID.— The  speech  from  which  I 
am  quoting  will  be  found  on  page  4457  of 
the  ffansard  report  1  \s  I  have  stated,  the 
second  sentence  was  uttered  before  the  first, 
but  I  will  now  quote  the  whole  passage^. 
It  reads  as  follows :  — 

I  shall  tell  honorable  members  what  that  fiscal 
peace  meant.  It  meant  this,  that  the  contest  in 
Australia  between  the  policy  of  free-trade  on  the 
one  side,  and  the  policy  of  protection  on  the 
other,  was  decided.  There  was  to  be  no  more 
struggling  as  to  which  policy  was  to  be 
triumphant.  We  had  erected  the  standard  of 
protection,  and  that  flag  was  to  fly  all  over  Aus- 
tralia. When  the  Prime  Minister,  in  Sydney, 
taunted  the  protectiooists  of  Australia,  and  said 
that  they  had  that  "tired  feeling,"  and  that  they 
dared  not  raise  the  protectionist  flag  before  tlie 
people  of  Australia,  we  dared  to  do  so,  and  the 
people  supported  us. 

The  honorable  and  learned  member  was  un- 
opposed. I  do  not  know  where  he  did  it. 
I  did  not  hear  of  him  speaking  anywhere — 

They  declared  that  there  should  be  a  pause  in 
the  great  stru^le  between  the  protectionists  and 
the  sree-traden,  and  that  the  protectionist  Sag 
diould  still  continue  to  wave. 

That  is  the  Tariff.  We  admit  that  the 
Tariff  is  to  continue  to  wave. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — Will  the  right  honorable 
member  read  the  next  sentence? 

Mr.  REID. — I  ask  my  honorable  and 
learned  friend  how  can  it  be  said  that  one 


army  has  been  totally  annihilated  if,  when 
the  two  great  armies  are  face  to  face,  there 
is  a  pause?  How  can  one  of  the  armies 
be  destroyed  when  there  is  a  pause,  and 
no  fighting  is  taking  place?  The  sentence 
upon  which  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  relies  is  this — 

But  they  never  said  that  in  tikis  declaration  of 
peace  between  two  warring  camps  any  details  of 
protection  should  remain  unattoided  to. 

What  are  the  details  of  protection?  The 
putting  up  of  duties.  Is  not  that  the  re- 
opening of  the  Tariff  contest?  "Does 
it  not  strike  across  a  free-trade  principle? 
What  did  all  our  fighting  over  a  10,  12^, 
or  15  per  cent  duty  oa  machinery  mean? 
Do  htmwable  members  recollect  the  con- 
flict  between  the  two  Houses  which  re- 
sulted in  a  duty  of  xz|  per  cent,  being 
fixed  upon  as  a  compromise?  What  are 
the  details  of  the  Tariff  but  the  determina- 
tion of  the  question  whether  a  duty  is  to 
be  10,  so,  or  30  per  cent?  It  does  not 
matter  what  policy  I  put  before  the  elec- 
tors, but  it  matters  what  the  verdict  of  the 
electors  was.  It  matters  what  the  candi- 
dates who  went  before  them  promised  the 
people.  If  I  had  come  back  with  a 
majority,  I  should  have  been  bound  to  fight 
the  battle  to  a  finish;  but  I  was  beaten 
at  the  polls,  so  that  I  could  not  fight  it. 
My  honorable  friends  opposite  have  re- 
mained loyal  to  their  (^ligations,  and  to 
the  pledges  which  they  made  to  the  people ; 
but  I  do  not  think  that  my  honorable 
friends  on  the  comer  benches  ha\'e  done 
the  same. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Before  the  right  honor- 
able member  leaves  the  fiscal  question, 
will  he  deal  with  the  question  of  starch? 

Mr.  REID.— That  is  included  in  the 
fiscal  truce.  But  if  there  is  one  thing 
whidi  the  fatmorable  and  learned  member 
needs,  it  is  a  little  more  starch.  I  shall 
probably  be  atflacked  for  the  next  two 
or  three  weeks  to  come.  That  is  a  luxury 
of  my  position,  which  I  must  take  with  the 
honour  attaching  to  it.  But  I  wish  to 
anticipate  one  or  two  of  the  most  unfair 
attacks  which  may  be  repeated,  attacks 
made  on  the  ground  of  my  abandonment 
of  principle.  It  is  so  easy  to  charge  a 
man  with  abandoning  his  principles.  When 
I  fought  the  free-trade  fight,  and  was 
vanquished,  I  did  not  abandon  my  principles 
in  accepting  the  verdict  of  the  electors. 
What  sensible  man  would  ask  honorable 
members  to  prove  false  to  their  omvictions 
and  to  their  pledge  to  the  electors  ?  That 
m>uld  be  an  infamous  attempt,  if  I  made  it, 
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and  also  an  insane  one.  When  I  was  be- 
fore the  electors  I  denounced,  and  I  de- 
nounce still,  that  provisicm  in  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Act  under  whidi  coloured  crews 
cannot  be  employed  upon  the  steamers  carry- 
ing the  mails  to  Australia. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^When  is  the  right  honor- 
able member  going  to  amend  it? 

Mr.  REID. — I  shall  give  the  honorable 
member  my  answer ;  he  will  get  no  quib- 
bling from  me.  I  went  all  over  Australia 
denouncing  that  clause.  I  said  then,  as  I 
say  now,  that  if  the  people  returned  a 
sufficient  number  of  members  to  enable  me 
to  effect  a  change,  I  should  bring  it  about. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^The  right  honorable  gen- 
tleman should  have  made  an  effort  in  that 
direction. 

Mr.  REID. — I  have  great  duties  to  per- 
form to  the  people  of  Australia.  Am  I  to 
be  debarred  from  public  life,  because  the 
people  of  Australia  differ  from  me  upon  that 
subject  ? 

Mr.  Crouch. — Or  upon  any  other  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  REID. — I  had  run  a  fair  course  in 
public  life  when  the  honorable  member  was 
in  knickerbockers — and,  proliably,  he  never 
could  keep  them  clean. 

Mr.  PorNTON. — That  is  a  statesman-like 
utterance. 

Mr.  REID. — Little  Turveydrop  is  always 
worrying.  There  is  another  matter  that 
I  denounced  all  over  Australia,  in  regard  to 
which  I  tried  to  secure  a  majority.  I  am 
quite  in  sympathy,  as  my  whole  life  has 
shown,  with  the  White  Australia  movement. 
Honorable  members  opposite  should  not  talk 
about  a  White  Australia  policy  as  if  they 
had  invented  it.  The  whole  of  the  party 
to  which  I  belong,  in  New  South  Wales, 
which  was  lecl  by  Sir  Henr\'  Parkes,  passed 
measures  to  secure  a  White  Australia 
twenty  years  ago,  and  that  party  has 
stood  steadily  to  that  policy  through 
all  these  years.  I  todc  a  posi- 
tion as  strong  even  as  that  as- 
sumed by  the  Labour  Party  with  regard 
to  that  policy,  and  I  went  beyond  the  Go- 
vernment when  the  Bill  was  before  us. 
With  regard  to  employment  upon  the 
ocean,  however,  I  say  that  we  have  no  right 
to  make  the  oceans  of  the  world  white.  We 
should  be  guilty  of  the  grossest  tyranny 
and  injustice  if  we  did  sa 

Mr.  Cameron. — We  cannot  do  it. 

Mr.  REID. — We  are  trying  as  much  as 
we  can.  In  connexi<m  with  our  mail  ser- 
vices there  is  one  little  chance  of  trying  to 
do  it.    By-the-bye,  our  friendis  wlw  will 


not  allow  the  British  subjects  of  the  Indian 
Empire  to  be  employed  on  the  Peninsular 
and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company's 
steamers  are  proposing  to  amend  the 
terms  of  our  land  mail  contracts  in  order 
io  permit  of  our  own  coloured  people  being 
employed  in  connexion  with  them.  That 
is  surely  a.  very  proper  thing  to  do ;  but 
under  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Act  the  men 
who  owned  Australia,  or  their  children,  are 
:  debarred  from  performing  this  wcwk. 
j  That  is  a  lorely  extreme  to  push  a 
j  great  principle  to.  Upon  the  oceans 
.  of  the  world,  which  are  as  much 
their  property  as  ours,  the  coloured  sub- 
jects of  the  great  Indian  Empire  should 
I  occupy  as  good  a  position  as  any  Aus- 
I  tralian.  Now  I  come  to  tihe  matter  of  con- 
I  tract  labour.  I  am  absolutely  in  sympathy 
with  the  intention  of  the  clause  as  expressed 
at  the  time  it  was  adopted.  We  do  not 
want  any  use  made  of  contract  labour  at 
strike  time,  nor  do  \vi  want  any  frauds  or 
impositions  to  be  practised  uoon  people  in 
distant  countries  with  regard  to  terms  of 
labour  and  wages.  I  am  with  honorable 
members  opposite  upon  that  point;  But  it 
is  absurd  to  say  that  a  man  who.  instead 
of  coming  out  here  as  a  pauper,  without  a 
prospect,  secures  a  }<k>  before  he  starts, 
comes  out  here  in  shackles.  Does  that  not 
sound  like  Tom  Mann  and  Socialism  ?  The 
"shackles  of  wagedom."  These  mat- 
ters have  stirred  me  to  the  greatest 
depths,  and  it  has  been  a  source 
of  the  greatest  disappointment  to  me 
that  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  deal- 
ing with  them.  I  have,  however,  had  to 
put  up  with  the  position,  and  now  I  have 
had  to  foiwn  an  alliance  with  gentlemen  who 
differ  from  me  on  that  point,  which  I  did 
not  consider  of  sufiicient  importance— in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  people  had  de- 
cided against  me — to  block  the  coalition. 
How  can  it  be  said  that  I  have  abandoned 
my  principles?  Why  is  this  abuse  reserved 
for  me?  I  have  sat  silent  for  years  under 
a  cloud  of  infamous  abuse,  invoh-ing  my 
own  personal  honour.  Only  the  other  dav. 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Corio 
published,  in  the  Melbourne  Age,  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  farmers  of  Victoria,  in 
which  he  attacked  me  personally.  He  made 
some  reference  to  my  lavish  expenditure. 
Upon  that  point  I  may  say  that  during  my 
last  two  years  of  office  in  New  South  Wales 
the  expenditure  was  less  bv  ;^i2.ooo,ooo 
than  during  the  two  years  following  my  re- 
tirement from  offfce.  I  shall  not,  howex'er, 
touch  upon  that  point. 
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Mr.  Crouch. — The  board  appc»nted  to 
inquire  into  tte  matter  decided  that  the 
expenditure  was  not  less. 

Mr.  REID.— I  am  happy  to  say  that  I 
have  in  my  hand  a  letter  from  that  board, 
which  I  shall  read  to  the  House.  I  do  not 
care  about  the  imputation  with  regard  to 
lavish.  »penditure,  but  I  do  care  about  the 
imputations  cast  upon  my  pers(Hial  charac- 
ter. 

Mr.  Crouch. — I  have  a  letter  from  the 
diaiiman  of  the  board,  Mr.  Dibbs,  in  which 
he  says  that  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man's accotmts  were  cooked. 

Mr.  REID. — only  wish  to  say  that  to- 
ni|[ht  I  am  going  to  bring  evidence  before 
this  House  and  Australia,  both  inside  and 
outside.  The  acanints  of  a  great  State  are 
not  signed  bv  the  Treasurer  alone,  but  also 
by  the  higher  officials  in  his  Department, 
and  if  there  has  been  scHue  dishonest  mani- 
pulation of  the  accounts,  there  is  an  aoccnn- 
plice  in  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Fisher. — They  need  not  necessarily 
be  dish(»icst  manipulations. 

Mr.  REID. — I  do  not  mind  statements 
that  do  not  convey  that  impression.  I  shall 
read  the  letter  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member,  and  I  shall  ask  whether  any  hon- 
oraUe  member  would  remain  silent  under 
sudi  imputations. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Why  bother  about 
them  ? 

Mr.  REID. — Because  other  people  be- 
hind the  honorable  and  learned  member 
have  been  doing  the  same  thing ;  because  this 
poison  has  been  circulated  in  Victoria  with 
the  deliberate  object  of  crippling  my  use- 
fulness in  the  great  public  fight  in  which 
I  am  engaged.  In  New  South  Wales, 
where  I  am  kno\vn,  where  I  have  lived 
nearly  all  my  life,  and  where  I  have  stood 
before  the  public  all  my  life,  I  need  not 
waste  my  time,  because  I  ne\*er  stood 
stronger  in  the  public  estimaticm  in  that 
State  than  I  do  to-day.  These  miserable 
slanders  outside  of  my  own  country  may 
run  their  wicked  course,  but,  in  my  own 
State.  I  am  happy  to  sav  that  I  have  re- 
ceived marks  of  the  confidence  and  the  re- 
spect of  the  people  which  I  think  no  other 
public  man  in  Australia  ever  received.  I 
shall  pass  by  the  matter  of  lavish  expen- 
diture referred  to  by  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corio.  I  do  not  care 
idxmt  that,  because  it  does  not  involve  any 
penonal  imputation.  The  hcxiorable  and 
learned  member  says  in  his  lettCT — 

It  is  notorious  that  his  nccounts  were  publicly 
condemned  as  cooked;  and  that  a  dttinterested 
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board]  appointed  by  the  Government,  consisting 
of  the  general  managers  of  the  leading  bonks  io 
Sydney,  supported  this  criticism  by  finding  that 
public  moneys  had  been  misused,  accounts  doc- 
tored, and  balances  wrongly  applied. 

I  say  that  if  that  were  true,  I  should 
have  no  right  to  stand  in  any  pub- 
lic Assembly  of  honorable  men.  I 
have  had  these  things,  in  a  milder  form, 
hurled  at  me,  but  never  in  that  form. 
In  view  of  the  use  that  is  being  made  of 
these  slanders,  which  are  being  employed, 
not  to  defame  me  as  a  man,  but  to  injure 
me  as  a  public  man,  I  have  felt  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  bring  evidence  to  bear  on  the  sub- 
ject. I  shall  first  read  a  letter  from  the 
gentleman  who  was  accountant  to  the  Trea- 
sury during  the  whole  term  of  my  ofike.  In 
order  to  show  the  standing  of  this  gentle- 
man, I  may  tell  honorable  members  that 
my  sucxxssors — I  do  not  know  whether  it 
was  the  Administration  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume  or  that  of  Sir  John  See — 
promoted  him  to  the  high  position  of  Audi- 
tor-General of  New  South  Wales.  Thai 
shows  he  was  a  man  of  high  standing. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Why  does  not  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  read  the  finding  of  the 
board? 

Mr.  REID. — I  propose  to  read  a  letter 
from  the  board,  with  regard  to  these 
slanders.  I  submitted  them  to  the 
board,  and  I  have  their  letter  signed  by 
every  member.  The  honorable  and  learned 
member's  letter  appeared  in  the  Age  of  the 
9th  September.  The  first  letter  in  reply  to 
my  inquiries,  which  I  will  read,  is  dated  the 
13th  September,  and  reads — 

Auditor-General's  Department, 
Sydney,  i3tb  September,  1904. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

In  reply  to  your  favour  received  this  morning, 
I  am  pleased  to  express  my  opinion,  which  is 
formed  on  my  own  personal  knowledge,  that  at 
no  time  during  your  occupancy  of  the  Treasury 
in  this  State  was  there  any  interference  on  your 
part,  or  on  the  part  of  any  member  of  your 
Ministry,  with  the  preparation  of  the  public  ac- 
counts of  this  State,  and  that  the  balances  as  pub- 
lished and  used  by  vou  were  as  prepared  and 
presented  to  you  by  tlie  ofiicers  of  the  Treasury, 
and  were  in  all  respects  statutorily  correct;  and 
DO  suggestion  as  to  any  alteration  thereof,  with 
a  view  of  showing  difierent  results,  was  at  any 
time  ever  made  to  me  as  aceoontaut  for  the 
Treasury — 

And  I  ask  honorable  members  to  listen  to 
what  follows,  because  it  omstitutes  the  most 
absolute  vindication  of  all — 

and  also,  that  the  accounts,  as  subsequently  pub- 
lished, exhibited  in  all  and  every  respect  the  same 
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figures  and  resulti  as  when  they  were  first  laid 
before  you  by  me,  acting  as  accountant  to  the 
Treasury. 

Youn  faithfully, 

J.  Vbkmon,  Audiloi-General. 

That  officer  was  the  accountant,  who  signed 
every  statement  which  I  submitted  to  Par- 
liament. I  shall  now  read  a  letter  from 
the  Under-Secretary  to  the  Treasury*  a  gen> 
tieman  who  has  occupied  that  {xisition  iot 
many  years,  and  who  still  fills  it.  He 
says — 

Treasury,  New  South  Wales, 
Sydney,  13th  September,  1904. 

Dear  Mr.  Reid, 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  note  of  loth  inst.,  and 
regret  very  much  to  hear  of  the  baseless  chaises 
levelled  against  you  in  respect  of  your  adminis. 
tratioQ  of  the  finances  of  New  South  Wales — 

I  sent  a  copy  of  the  charges  to  each  of  these 
gentlemen. 

Mr.  Crouch. — I  sent  them. 

Mr.  REID. — Surely  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  might  begin  to  be  ashamed 
of  himself. 

The  charges  could  only  have  been  made  by 
persons  utterly  ignorant  of  the  facts,  and  also  of 
the  terms  of  the  report  furnished  by  the  commit- 
tee appointed  by  your  successor  at  the  Treasury. 
To  your  inquiry  as  to  whether  you  ever  suggested, 
or  endeavoured  to  do  anything  at  variance  with 
the  highest  standard  of  political  honour  and  in- 
tegrity, I  can  only  answer,  emphatically,  '*No." 

Trusting  that  you  are  well,  with  kindest  re- 
gards. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

Y.  KlKKPATSICK. 

Those  gentlemen  are  no  longer  under  my 
control.  They  are  absolutely  outside  my 
sphere  of  influence.  The  next  letter  which 
I  propose  to  read  to  the  House  is  frcxn  the 
gentleman  who  became  ColcHiial  Treasurer 
of  New  South  Wales  when  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume  quitted  Slate  politics, 
and  who  continued  in  that  office  for  four 
years.  I  vacated  the  position  in  1899,  and 
Mr.  Waddell  became  Colonial  Treasurer  in 
X900,  and  retained  office  until  1904.  Mr. 
Waddell  say»— 

14th  September,  1904. 

Deal  Mr.  Reid, 

Owing  to  pressure  of  work,  I  have  got  behind 
in  my  correspondence,  and  only  just  opened  your 
letter,  and  read  the  extract  which  it  contains, 
which  yon  say  appeared  in  a  tetter  in  the  Mel- 
bourne Age  of  the  9th  iait.  When  you  ask  my 
opinion  of  the  statements  or  charges  contained 
in  the  extract,  I  feel  bound,  in  fatroess  to  )rou,  to 
say  that  no  one  is  justified  in  making  such 
dia^es,  and  I  feel  sure  that  whoever  has  made 
them,  will,  in  his  calmer  moments,  withdraw 
them  unreservedly. 

Yours  sincerely, 

T.  Wadokul 


Further,  as  the  Under-Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury tells  us,  the  statement  that  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  leading  bankers,  which  was 
appointed  by  the  Government,  arrived  at 
Endings  whidi  supported  these  infamous 
charges  is  al»oluteIy  opposed  to  the  truth. 
I  wrote  to  Mr.  French,  being  under  the  im- 
pression that  he  was  chairman  of  th^  com- 
mittee in  question. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Mr.  Dibbs  was  the  chair- 
man. 

Mr.  REID. — One  would  think  that  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Corio 
was  making  this  explanation.  I  repeat  that 
I  wrote  to  Mr.  Froich  personally,  thinking 
that  he  acted  as  chairman  of  the  committee. 
He  informed  me,  however,  that  he  did  not 
so  act,  but  that  Mr.  Dibbs  was  the  chair- 
man. He  interviewed  Mr.  Dibbs  and  Mr. 
Yarwood,  the  other  members  of  the  com- 
mittee. Mr.  Dibbs,  I  may  add,  was  the 
general  manager  of  the  Cwnmercial  Bank ; 
Mr.  Russell  French,  the  general  manager 
of  the  Bank  of  New  South  Wales ;  and  Mr. 
Yarwood  was  an  accountant.  These  three 
gentlemen  have  written  me  the  following 
letter : — 

Sydney,  x/th  September,  1904. 

Dear  Mr.  Reid, 

Referring  to  yont  note  of  loth  inst.  to  Mi. 
J.  Russell  French,  covering  extract  from  a  letter 
published  in  the  Melbourne  Age,  our  report, 
which  is  referred  to,  speaks  for  itself,  and  swuld 
not  have  given  rise  to  any  misapprehension. 

In  view,  however,  of  the  remaria  in  the  extract 
in  question,  it  is  but  just  to  you  to  state  that  we 
made  no  reflection  whatever  on  your  permaal 
honour  or  int^rity,  nor  did  we  intend  to  suggest 
any  improper  manipulation  of  the  Treasury  ac- 
counts by  yourself  or  the  Treasury  officials,  a$ 
would  seem  to  be  implied  by  the  terms  *'  cooked '' 
or  ''doctored" — which  appear  in  the  letter. 
Vonrs  faithfully, 

T.  A.  Dibbs,        \  Members 
J.  Rosseu.'Frexcb,  >        of  the 
F.  N.  Yaiwood,   /  Committee. 

Mr.  Fuller. — Can  the  honorable  and 
learned  mraiber  for  Corio  produce  Mr. 
Dibbs'  letter  stating  that  the  accounts  were 
"cooked"? 

Mr.  REID. — have  simply  to  ask  the 
House  to  pardon  me  for  introducing  this 
personal  matter.  I  think  that  every  honor- 
able member  in  the  Chamber  will  fed  suf- 
ficient sympathy  with  me — after  the  in- 
famous slanders  whidi  have  been  circulated 
against  me  for  so  many  years — to  admit 
that  I  should  at  last  take  notice  of  them, 
noc  because  I  need  to  clear  my  reputation 
in  New  South  Wales,  or  perhaps  even  in 
Australia,  but  because  I  have  the  intetests 
of  Australia  in  my  hands  now,  and  I  do  noc 

DigttJzed  by  Google 


MoUtn  9f  Want      [so  SEprsicBEit,  1904.]      «/  Confidtme.  47^3 


wish  to  see  any  man  occupying  this  posi- 
tion against  whom  sodi  accusations  can  be 
justly  uttered.  Passing  from  that  matter 
I  shoald  like  to  point  out  that  there  is  a 
statement  due  to  the  public  of  Australia, 
which  I  hope  will  be  made  by  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Indi,  if  not 
by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  as  to 
whether  this  alliance  is  a  mere  piece  <^ 
legal  network,  fnxn  which  any  hcumable 
member  can  escape,  01  whfetber  it  has  a 
solid  business  meaning.  We  are  all  ea- 
titled  to  know  that. 

Mr.  Mahon. — The  right  h(M»rable  mem- 
ber is  very  much  intexeated. 

Mr.  REID.— Are  we  not  all  interested? 
Is  it  not  a  fair  subject  for  criticism? 

Mr.  Hughes. — Is  not  ths  right  hcKior- 
able  member  critidsing  it? 

Mr.  REID.— Yes,  and  I  am  entitled  to 
do  so.      If  honorable  members  opposite 
complain  as  little  as  I  do,  they  will  not 
complain  very  much.    Z  have  been  accused 
of  engaging  in  all  sorts  of  intrigues  to 
bring  about  the  defeat  of  the  late  Adminis- 
tratis in  OMmezion  with  the  Arbitration 
Bill  There  are  a  number  of  my  supporters 
here  who  know  exactly  the  positiixi  which  I 
assumed  upon  diat  matter.   I  have  been 
quoted  as-saying  that  nobody  would  receive 
any  blade  looks  from  me,  if  th^  voted 
against  the  Deakin  Administration  upon 
that  Bill.    I  wish  to  explain  exactly  how 
that  statement  came  to  be  made,  because  it 
is  so  easy  to  quote  an  isolated  utteraiKe 
without  giving  the  context  of  it.    In  a 
leading  article  which  appeared  in  one  of 
the  great  journals  of  Sydney  I  was  called 
upon  to  exercise  my  authority  to  coerce 
my  supporters— — 

Mr.  Wiucs, — Which  the  right  honorable 
member  would  not  attempt  to  dow 

Mr.  Fisher. — When  the  right  hcmwable 
member  came  to  Victoria  to  enter  into  an 
alliance  with  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat,  he  said  that  he  would 
answer  for  every  one  of  them. 

Mr.  REID.— Because  they  had  accepted 
it-  I  must  now  lift  the  curtain  to  explain 
that  matter.  I- do  not  in  the  least  mind 
lifting  it.  Before  I  entered  upon  those 
negotiations  I  had  sounded  the  members  of 
my  party  as  to  whether  they  were  in  favour 
of  my  doing  so. 

Mr.  C^ooM. — To  what  coalitioa  does  tte 
right  hcHiorable  member  refer? 

Mr.  REID.— To  the  coalition  with  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for 
SaJlaxat.    I  sounded  my  followers  as  to 
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whether  they  wm  in  favour  of  the  adop- 
tion of  that  course.  I  suppose  that  was  a 
fair  thing  to  do.  They  are  not  cattle,  to 
be  bought  and  sold  at  Smithfield.  When  I 
learned  that  they  were  thoroughly  in  favour 
of  a  move  of  that  sort,  I  felt  very  great 
confidence  in  my  dealings  with  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Ballatat. 

Mr.  Spence. — Were  they  unanimous? 

Mr.  REID.— I  do  not  know.  They 
were  tinanimous  at  the  meeting  whidi  was 
held,  with  the  exception  of  the  honoraUe 
member  for  Dalley,  who  did  not  express 
any  objection  to  the  negptisuions. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — I  was  not  in  favour  of  the 
coalition,  but  I  would  not  joan  the  Labour 
Party. 

Mr.  REID.— With  the  exception  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Dalley,  all  my  sup- 
porters were  unreservedly  in  favour  of  the 
coalition.  The  night  that  the  article  in 
question  appeared,  I  happoied  to  be  ad- 
dressing a  public  audience,  and  I  said 
that  I  would  not  influence  my  sup- 
porters in  connexion  willi  the  Aibi- 
tration  Bill  either  one  way  or  the  other. 
Many,  including  my  honnable  friend,  had 
pledged  themselves  to  the  electors  on  the 
question  of  the  inclusion  of  the  railway  ser- 
vants of  the  States.  I  said,  "  I  am  not 
goin^  to  use  any  such  influence  at  all.*  I 
naturally  said,  "  If  any  member  is  to  be 
deflected  from  his  principles  in  order  to 
save  the  Government,  why  should  I  be 
picked  out  ?  Why  should  I  be  selected  to 
save  the  Government?"  I  thought  that  if 
anything  was  to  be  done  in  that  way  my 
honorable  friend  ought  to  set  to  work  among 
his  own  followers.  It  was  foolish  to  ask 
me  to  do  such  a  thing. 

Mr.  Kelly.— The  right  honoraWe  gentle- 
man certainly  did  not  attempt  to  influence 
the  members  of  his  party. 

Mr.  REID. — One  or  two  honorable  mem- 
bers of  my  party  asked  my  opinion ;  but  I 
declined  to  advise  them  in  the  slightest 
degree,  either  in  one  way  or  the  other.  I  can 
quote  one  instartce  of  this,  which  the  honor- 
able member  for  Grey  will  be  able  to  corro- 
borate. When  the  party  held  a  meeting  at 
the  opening  of  the  present  Parliament,  I 
spoke  so  strongly  in  support  of  the  stand 
taken  by  the  then  Prime  Minister,  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Grey  rose  after  I  had 
resumed  mv  seat  and  said  he  wished  it  to 
be  distinctly  understood  that  honorable 
members  of  the  party  were  to  have  a  free 
hand. 

Mr.  Bamford.— Was  that  a  caucus  meet- 
ing? 
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Mr.  REID.— It  was  not,  because  I  am 
able  to  tell  the  House  what  occurred  at  it, 
while  a  member  of  the  Labour  Party  is 
ne\'er  in  a  position  to  say  what  transpires  at 
a  meeting  of  their  caucus. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — I  told  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman  that  I  could  not  follow  him 
in  his  public  utterances. 

Mr.  REID. — That  is  quite  true,  and  no 
one  expected  the  honorable  member  to  do 
sa  I  am  sure  the  honorable  member  is 
perfectly  fair,  and  he  will  do  me  the  justice 
to  corrcix»rate  that  which  I  have  said — that 
I  expressed  my  own  individual  view  as  beiiig 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  position  taken  up 
by  the  htxiorable  and  learned  member  for 
Ballarat. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — That  is  so. 

Mr.  REID.—Therefore,  so  far  from  there 
being  any  of  this  miserable  intriguing, 
I  left  my  honorable  friends — the  members 
of  my  party — absolutely  free.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  partv,  I  earnestly  ex- 
pressed my  view  in  favour  of  the  course 
taken  by  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Ballarat.  How  is  it  that  I  am  singled 
out  for  these  attacks?  I  do  not  think  that 
any  other  man  is  picked  out  in  the  same  way. 
I  merely  mention  the  matter  now,  because  it 
has  been  imputed  to  me  that  I  have  been 
manipulating  the  votes  of  honorable  mem- 
bers in  every  possible  way.  I  defy  any 
man  to  single  out  one  honorable  member  of 
this  House  whom  I  have  ever  approached 
since  this  Parliament  met  with  a  view  to  in- 
duce him  to  vote  in  any  other  way  than  he 
wished  to  do. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — How  many  members  of 
the  right  honorable  gentleman's  party  knew 
that  the  present  Minister  of  Defence  had 
his  support  in  moving  the  amendment  in  re- 
gard to  clause  48  ? 

Mr.  REID.— There  was  no  bond  of  se- 
crecy associated  with  the  moving  of  that 
amendment.  This  is  another  pitiable  com- 
plaint, and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  utterly 
childish.  Is  this  House  so  constructed  that 
when  important  matters  are  to  be  decided, 
the  proper  course  is  to  go  into  Committee, 
where  a  representative  of  the  people  is  de- 
prived of  his  vote?  Is  it  a  democratic  idea 
that  a  vital  matter  shall  be  decided  when  one 
honorable  member  is  necessarily  prevented 
from  casting  his  ^'Ote? 

Mr.  PoYNTON.— Does  not  that  frequently 
occur? 

Mr.  REID. — It  is  not  a  democratic  idea. 
This  explains  the  true  soreness  of  honorable 
members  opposite.  The  true  soreness  as- 
sociated with  the  vote  in  question  was  due 


to  the  fact  that  honorable  members  oppo- 
site  oould  not  prevent  cme  honorable  mem- 
ber fnxn  expressing  his  bcoiest  coovictitxis 
by  putting  him  in  the  chair  in  Commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  Fisher. — The  least  said  about  that 
matter  the  better.  Honorable  members 
on  the  Treasury  benches  know  that  that  is 
so. 

Mr.  McCay. — The  least  said  the  better 
in  the  interests  of  the  Opposition. 
Mr.  iFzSBER. — Na 

Mr.  REID— I  do  not  oomplain  of  it 
I  think  I  may  fairly  say  that  the  present 
leader  of  the  Opposition  took  up  the  peti- 
tion that  under  our  party  and  parliamen- 
tary systems  we  pushed  to  its  extreme 
the  practice  of  making  questi(»s  vital. 
I  believe  that  has  been  the  Ejection  raised 
by  the  honorable  member.  He  has  urged 
that '  there  is  too  much  of  this  system  of 
party  government,  and  of  the  lives  of 
Governments  depending  on  questions  that 
come  before  the  House. 

Mr.  MjffiON.  —  The  right  htxKvable 
gentleman  will  make  nothing  vital  to  the 
life  of  his  Government. 

Mr.  REID.— May  I  ask  the  ex-Minister 
to  allow  me,  an  actual  Minister,  to  make  a 
little  Ministerial  statement  ?  It  is  a  sore 
business,  but  I  had  to  submit  to  ft  for  four 
years,  and  now  the  Opposition  have  to 
undergo  the  same  experience.  I  merely 
desire  a  few  months,  that  is  all.  The  pre- 
sent leader  of  the  Opposition,  in  referring 
in  the  course  of  his  Ministerial  statement  to 
the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  made 
the  following  remarks,  whidb  are  to  be 
found  at  page  1268  of  Hansard: — 

In  September  lut,  when  the  Bill  introduced  last 
session  was  dropped  bv  the  late  Administration, 
I  took  tlie  stand  that  tney  had  do  right  to  make 
a  matter  of  detail  a  Government  question. 

In  other  words,  he  urged  that  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Ballarat,  in 
standing  by,  as  a  vital  matter,  the  posi- 
tion that  the  extension  of  the  Gmi- 
ciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill  to  States 
servants  was  unconstituticHial,  and  a 
gross  interference  with  the  rights  of  the 
States,  did  wrong,  because"  it  was  after  alt 
only  a  matter  of  detail.  We  see  the  dif- 
ference sometimes  in  the  views  held  by 
men  when  they  hold  positions  of  respon- 
sibility as  compared  with  dxise  which  they 
express  when  they  do  not.  An  hon- 
orable member  had  asked  the  then 
Prime  Minister,  the  honorable  member  for 
Bland,  if  he  would  regard  a  vote  against 
the  extension  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
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to  States  servants  as  vital,  and,  in  reply, 
the  honorable  gentleman  made  the  state- 
ment which  I  have  just  read.  A  little 
later  on,  he  said — 

For  my  own  part,  I  expreued  the  view  as  far 
back  as  lix  or  Kven  montlu  ago  that  the  matter 
was  one  of  detail,  and,  therefore,  if  occasion 
arises,  I  shall  be  free  to  take  any  course  without 
going  back  upon  principles  already  enuociated. 

That  is  my  point.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber took  a  most  liberal  view  of  what  was 
due  to  himslf.  "You  have  terrible 
objections  to  these  clauses ;  but  they  are 
to  be  taken  as  a  matter  of  detail."  That 
was  his  advice  to  the  hcxwrable  and 
learned  member  f<»-  Ballarat.  "Do  not 
mind,"  he  said;  "but  go  on  with  the  Bill." 
The  scene  changed.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber, who  advised  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat  to  sink  his  views  of 
political  honour  as  a  Prime  Minister,  came 
into  office.  He  occupied  Uie  same  respon- 
sible position,  and  

Mr.  PoYNTON. — What  did  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  say? 

Mr.  REID.— This  fnatter  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  honorable  member,  except 
in  so  far  as  he  is  a  listener. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — It  has  a  good  deal  to 
do  with  me. 

Mr.  REID.— I  trust  that  the  honorable 

member  will  bear  with  me.  I  come  now 
to  the  question  on  which  the  late  Govern- 
ment shipwrecked  themselves.  The  House 
will  remember  that  the  Committee  decided 
by  a  majority  of  five  to  insert  in  the  Con- 
ciliation and  Arbitration  Bill  a  provision 
that  the  Court,  before  granting  preference 
to  unionists,  should  be  satisfied  that  a  ma- 
jority in  the  industry  affected  was  favor- 
able to  the  making  of  such  an  award. 
The  Government  said,  "We  will  ask  the 
CommUtee  to  reconsider  that  decisicm." 
But  before  they  did  that  they  made  the 
statement  that  if  the  Committee  would 
not  eat  their  own  words,  and  go  back 
f  rcMn  their  decision,  as  expressed  in 
the  Bill,  the  Government  would  take  the 
view  that  their  services  were  not  re- 
quired. That  was  done  by  the  Prime  Min- 
ister. Yet  when  we  came  to  the  rerom- 
mittal,  consider  the  view  whidi  the  Prime 
Minister  took  of  the  difiTerence  between  what 
was  in  the  Bill  and  what  was  proposed  to 
be  put  in  the  Bill.  He  did  not  think  of 
resigning  at  first,  and  I  do  ikA  blame  him 
for  that.  If  a  decision  is  a  close  thing 
there  is  a  tendency  that  way.  Here  is  what 
the  Prime  Minister  said  when  this  proposal 


to  recommit  was  diallenged  by  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  OMrinella — 

If  anythiiw  approaching  a  majority  apply  for  a 
preference,  uie  Judge  may  reasonably  hold  that 
they  substantially  represent  all  engaged  in  the 
industry. 

That  is  to  say,  if  any  number  approaching 
a  majority  applied  for  preference,  the 
Judge  might  reasonably  know  that  they  re- 
presented substantially  all  engaged  in  the 
industry.  Then  the  honorable  member. went 
on — the  remarks  are  reported  in  Hansardt 
page  4047— 

Under  the  proposal  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member,  the  Court  could  not  dispense  with  rigid 
proof  of  the  existence  of  a  majority  in  favour 
of  the  granting  of  a  preference,  while,  under  our 
proposal,  if  they  were  reasonably  auuted  of  the 
fact,  it  would  not  have  to  be  mathematically 
demonstrated  to  them.  That  is  the  only  difference 
between  the  two  proposals. 

That  means  there  is  precious  little  dif- 
ference between  the  two,  and  that  the  hon- 
orable member's  previous  view  was  absolu- 
tely wrong.  The  Judge,  in  interpreting  a 
measure  of  this  sort,  would  not  be  required 
to  have  mathematical  demoiutration.  That 
would  be  absolutely  ridiculous.  The  pro- 
vision must  be  read  in  reference  to  the  sub- 
ject-matter. Mathematical  demonstration 
would  mean  a  plebiscite  all  over  Austr-alia 
— in  every  hamlet  in  Australia.  The  thine 
is  absurd.  The  Judge  to  be  "  satisfied." 
meant  that  he  was  satisfied  from  information 
before  him — reasonable  information — that 
such  a  majority  existed. 

Mr.  Deakin. — The  words  are,  "  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Court." 

Mr.  REID. — That  is  much  weaker  still. 
The  word  "  satisfied  "  is  a  much  stronger 
word.  I  want  to  point  out  that  the  man 
who  was  so  careless  about  the  political 
b(xiour  and  integrity  and  independeitoe 
of  his  predecessor,  was  so  scrupu- 
lously tender  about  his  own  as  to 
stake  his  existence  —  on  what  ?  Di4 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Ballarat  ask  the  House  to  undo  something 
which  it  had  done,  and  state  that  if  it 
would  not  undo  it,  he  would  resign?  No- 
thing of  the  kind.  He  said,  "  I  cannot 
allow  that  to  be  put  in  the  Bill " 
— a  very  different  thing.  His  successor 
said,  "It  being  in  the  Bill — the  House 
having  affirmed  it,  and  decided  it— you 
must  stultify  yourselves,  or  we  will  have 
nothing  more  to  do  with  it ' '  That  is  carrying 
matters,  I  do  not  say  to  an  unfair  ex- 
treme; I  do  not,  for  a  moment,  say  that 
the  honorable  member  was  not  justified 
in  doing  that — I  only  say  that  his  views 
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have  altered  very  mpch  since  he  expmsed 
an  opinion  on  the  action  of  the  honorable 
and  leaned  member  for  BaJtaraL 

Mr.  Hughes. — ^The  point  was  a  peculiar 
one.    We  came  into  ofi^  on  this  very  Bill. 

Mr.  REID. — I  wish  now  to  point  out 
the  extraordinary  circumstance,  that  be- 
fore the  late  Goi'ernment  resigned  there 
was  only  this  one  thing  upon  which  they 
were  at  issue  with  the  House.  But  the 
moment  they  resigned  and  I  took  up  the 
Bill  as  they  left  it,  they  called  it  a  fraud. 
Well,  then,  they  have  been  engineering  a 
fraud. 

Mr.  Bakford. — It  is  a  fraud  with  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  lor  Corinella  in  it. 

Mr.  REID.— May  I  talce  it  that  the 
fraud  consisted  in  that?  I  want  to  put 
it  in  the  fairest  way.  We  will  say,  then, 
that  what  made  the  Bill  a  fraud  was  that 
alteration.  Now  I  will  ask  the  House 
and  the  country  to  notice  where  the 
disinterestedness  of  these  gentlemen  comes 
in,  the  extent  of  their  democratic 
principles,  and  whether  their  regard 
is  for  all  the  manhood  of  Aus- 
tralia, and  not  for  a  secticm  of  it  bran^d 
"  trade  imionista."  Because  what  was 
this  provinon?  It  was  a  provision 
•ingUng  out  a  worlfiy  lot  of  men — a  gnmd 
lot  of  men — probably  the  ilite  of  the 
working  classes  of  Australia.  No  matter 
how  good  they  are,  I  object  just  the  same. 
It  was  picking  them  out  for  a  judi- 
cial administration,  favouring  one  worker 
at  the  expense  of  another.  That  is 
the  great  point  on  which  we  say  that 
this  is  a  selfi^  provision.  Fij^t  your 
battles  as  you  will  in  the  industrial  sphere. 
There  is  room  for  all.  But  when  vou  come 
Co  the  administration  of  the  pubfic  affairs 
of  a  nation,  and  of  Iegislati<m  for  the 
benefit  of  the  whole  nation,  and  the  equal 
administration  of  public  justice,  I  say  that 
to  single  out  any  man  for  preference  is 
wrong.  A  number  of  my  honorable  friends 
have  gone  further  than  I  would  go  in  this 
matter,  but  I  was  defeated.  They  have 
taken  up  a  position  that  should  have  satis- 
fied any  reasonable  trades  unionist.  My 
honorable  friends  said,  "  Before  this  tre- 
mendous preference  is  gi%en — this  favour — 
this  preference  of  one  worker  over  another 
—we  must  be  satisfied  that  there  is  a 
majority  of  the  men  who  are  agreeable  to 
it."  That  was  a  much  milder  pontion 
Aan  mine.  But  even  that,  we  are  told, 
makes  this  Bill  a  fraud.  That  reveals 
the  selfishness  of  the  combination,  and 


the  power  behind  it.  My  honorable 
friend,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  stands 
here,  and  makes  that  spetech  of  his,  but 
does  he  represent  the  inner  drcle  of  the 
great  labour  movement  ?  He  is  a  gentleman 
to  whose  views  we  all  listen  with  the 
greatest  respect.  Fr(»n  the  manner  in 
which  he  expresses  himself,  he  might  just 
as  well  be  the  leader  of  my  party  as  of 
the  party  opposite.  But  we  must  look 
deeper  than  that  We  are  not  blind  to  the 
real  operations  of  the  great  labour  bodies  of 
Australia.  Workers  do  not,  as  a  rule,  throw 
their  money  away  on  paid  missionaries. 
They  have  little  enough.  Tlwy  cannot  throw 
their  money  about  much.  How  is  it  that 
this  gentleman,  Mr.  Tom  Mann,  who 
preaches  rank  Sodalism  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  private  ownership  and  private  indus- 
try  

Mr.  RoNALP. — Na 

Mr.  REID. — I  say  he  does;  how  is  it 
that  he  is  being  paid  to  go  all  round  Aus- 
tralia preaching  this  extreme  form  of 
Socialism?  My  honorable  friends  oppo- 
site must  know  that  there  is  a  labotu- 
organ  in  Melbourne  called  the  Tocsin.  I 
have  not  got  before  me  the  par- 
ticular extract  to  which  I  wish  to 
refer,  but  it  makes  no  secret  of 
the  policy  of  the  party  behind  my  bonor< 
aUe  frioid  the  leader  (tf  the  Opporilion. 
It  means  that  the  State  must  own  all  the 
factories,  all  the  lands,  and  all  the  ^ips. 
I  have  here  a  newspaper,  to  which  the  late 
Prime  Minister  sent  a  congratulatory  tele- 
gram, expressing  his  appreciaricm  of  the 
educative  work  which  it  was  doing.  That 
paper  is  the  Brisbane  Wcrker,  which  has  a 
very  large  circulation,  and  of  which,  no 
doubt,  honorable  members  have  heard. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — ^A  good  Christian 
organ, 

Mr.  REID.— I  shall  read  a  little  of  its 
Christianity.  I  got  this  extract  in  rather  a 
round-about  way.  I  do  iwt  happen  to  sub- 
scribe to  the  Brisbane  Worker,  but  I  get 
newspaper  cuttings  from  the  old  countr)'. 
Amcmgst  tbMe  received  was  this,  from  the 
St.  James*  Gazette^  which  had  extracted  it 
from  the  Worker;  and  it  shows  how  we  are 
"  boomed  "  at  Home  by  these  organs.  This 
was  published  in  the  Worker  just  a  mcmtti 
or  two  after  the  Federal  election- 
Political  power  hts  been  woo  id  the  Federal 
domain.  .  .  .  The  question  dow  is,  \Vhat  oext  ? 
aad  tbe  uuwei,  Ecooomic  Revolution.  .  , 
The  wage  system  holds  as  oi  firmly  as  ever  in  its 
vampire  clutch.  .  .  . 
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"Wage  system  1"  "Vampire  dutch  I"  No 
more  wages  I  All  Government  saiaries. 

The  great  work  now  awniting  ua  ii  the  utiliza- 
tion of  political  power  to  economic  advantagea. 
The  vote  most  be  used  as  a  bar  to  strike  the 
shackles  from  our  limbs. 

What  fearful  slavery  there  must  be  in 
Queensland !  And  a  Labour  Government, 
or  very  nearly  a  I-abour  Government,  is 
in  office !  What  a  fearful  state  of  things 
the  people  of  Queensland  must  have  to  con- 
tend against !    The  extract  goes  on — 

The  Capitalist  State  must  go.  .  .  .  There 
can  be  no  peace,  no  happiness,  whilst  civilization 
continues  to  be  based  upm  the  system  of  bar- 
barism— a  Master-caste  whipping  slave-masses  to 
labour  for  private  gain. 

That  sounds  all  right,  does  it  not?  Just 
fancy  the  mild  and  conservative  leader  of 
the  Opposition  using  language  like  that  t  The 
leader  of  the  Opposition  is  the  right  man 
in  this  Parliament,  but  that  otract  shows 
the  work  which  is  going  on  outside — 

Thi  Co-operative  CommonwcrJth  alone  is 
worthy  of  this  age  of  KieAce  and  invention. 

What  does  the  "Co-operative  Commonwealth" 
mean?  The  destruction  of  private  enter- 
prise, and  the  destruction  of  individual 
liber^.  That  is  the  true  inspiration  of  the 
power  behind  the  labour  representatives. 
There  is  an  ingenious  way  of  working  this 
Socialism.  It  does  not  pay  to  prescribe 
it  too  suddenly.  The  first  thing  is,  as 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  has  done,  to 
speak  of  the  evil  of  monopolies  and  com- 
bines. In  that  I  quite  agree  with  him.  We, 
on  this  side,  are  as  willing  as  he  and  his 
Government  were,  to  introduce  legislation  to 
suppress  any  abuses  of  that  sort  But  each 
individual  abuse  is  made  an  excuse  for  the 
introduction  of  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge  for 
the  nationalization  of  the  private  industries 
of  the  counfry.  It  is  tobacco  to-day ;  it  is 
something  else  to-morrow.  Senator  Pearce, 
speaking  of  the  full  socialistic  programme  at 
a  publk  meeting,  said,  "We  cannot  do  all 
this  at  once;  but  there  are  some  plums 
ready  for  plucking  now,  and  one  is  the  to- 
bacco mcmopoly."  Those  steps  towards  re- 
volution we  will  oppose.  There  are  other 
matters  on  which  I  could  have  spoken,  but  I 
shall  confine  myself  to  one  before  I  sit  down. 
Honorable  members  must  understand,  as  was 
expressed  in  the  basis  of  agreement  drawn 
up  between  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  and  myself,  that  our  com- 
ing together  was  not  under  the  precise  terms 
of  that  memorandum.  As  I  say,  the  hon- 
orable gentleman's  supporters  did  not,  as  a 
partf,  accept  the  understanding,  and  it  was 


never  subsequently  submitted  to  any  other 
body  of  members.  The  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment is,  therefore,  a  policy  which  they 
themselves  have  put  forward,  but,  of  course, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  I  and  the  bon-. 
orable  and  learned  member  for  Balaclava 
are  in  the  Government,  and  were  parties  to 
that  agreement,  and  that  we  have  colleagues 
who  assented  to  it,  the  result  is  practically 
the  same.  But  I  want  to  say  to  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  that  it  is  absolutely  unjust 
to  put  us  before  the  people  of  Australia  as 
if  we  were  indifferent  to  the  interests  of  the 
producers — as  if  we  were  idle  about  water 
conservation  or  about  advertising  the  re- 
sources of  Australia  in  the  mother  country. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — ^The  right  honorable  gen- 
tleman is  merely  a  different  kind  of  Soual- 
ist. 

Mr.  REID. — ^That  is  an  expression  which 
reveals  the  difficulty,  which  I  admit,  of  ar- 
riving at  a  fine  distinction.  The  hcmorable 
and  learned  member  for  Northern  Mel- 
bourne has  evidently  seen  some  reference  of 
mine  to  Socialism,  and  it  is  perfectly  true 
that  I  believe  there  are  some  aspects  of  what 
is  called  Socialism  which  are  *  absolutely 
worthy  of  approval  But  I  can  draw  a  line, 
and  the  difference  between  the  Socialism  of 
hfxiorable  members  t^pMite  and  Uie  view 
I  hcdd  is  shown  when  one  of  the  best  |ain- 
ciples  in  the  world— when  the  principle  of 
using  the  national  power  for  ends  of  national 
good— is  pushed  so  far  as  to  convert  the 
whole  nation  into  an  army  of  civil  servants, 
destroying  the  initiative,  the  ability,  the 
]3rospects,  the  property,  and  the  opportuni* 
ties  of  human  beings  with  their  intellects — 
their  varyii^;  d^rees  q£  mental  strength. 
There  are  some  pimlic  services,  such  as  those 
performed  by  our  post-offices,  which,  we  are 
ah  agreed,  should  be  a  national  concern.  By 
the  way,  some  people,  including  myself, 
used  to  lode  on  State  railways  as  another 
phase  of  Sodali«m,  but,  tsa  ckaex  inquiry. 
State  railways  are  shown  to  be  an  idnolnte 
n^atimi  of  Socialism. 

Mr.  Mauoek. — ^The  right  hooorable 
member  will  come  rotmd  all  right, 

Mr.  REID. — Is  the  bonwable  member 
for  Melbourne  Ports  an  extreme  Socialist? 

Mr.  Mauokr. — Never  oiind  I 

Mr.  REID.— We  only  want  to  know 
where  to  place  the  honorable  member,  who, 
after  a  bit  of  a  fright,  has  since  been  out  of 
the  rain.  I  am  afraid  he  will  have  to 
come  out  into  the  rain  again.  The  taking  of 
the  railways  from  parliamentary  ctHitrol, 
and  placing  them  under  the  control  of  busi- 
ness men,  to  be  run  as  independent  business 
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enterprises,  is  a  practical  proof  of  the  fail- 
ure of  Socialism  as  applied  to  great  indus- 
trial concerm.  There  is  no  Socialism  about 
the  Commissimers  of  Railways.  The 
Tocsins  and  the  Brisbane  Workers  do  not  do 
much  with  such  gentlemen,  who  work  those 
great  concerns  on  the  strictest  business  prin- 
ciples, beyond  the  control  of  the  national 
authority.  I  want  to  point  out  that  in  the 
memorandum  which  was  drawn  up  s(xne 
months  a^  between  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat  and  myself, 
my  attitude  and  his,  with  regard  to  those 
matters,  was  stated  with  perfect  clearness. 
I  should  like  to  read  some  extracts  on  the 
question  of  old-age  pensions,  for  instance — 

It  is  highly  desirable  that  a  uniform  system 
of  old-age  pensions  throughout  Australia  should 
be  adopted  aa  soon  as  possible,  and  that  steps 
should  be  taken  to  accomplish  this  in  co-operation 
with  the  States. 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  has  seriously  thought  this  matt^ 
over.  He  says  to  the  States,  "  If  you 
will  not  join  us  we  shall  go  on  without 
you."  Are  we  going  to  raise  ^^4,000,000 
through  the  Custtxns,  in  order  to  get 
;£i,ooo,ooo  for  a  national  old-age  pension 
system  ? 

Mr.  Thomas.— Why  not  a  land  tax? 

Mr.  REID. — Now  we  understand  where 
the  mcxiey  is  to  come  from.  I  am  very 
glad  to  have  this  disclosure.  I  understand 
now  where  the  millions  are  to  come  from. 

Mr.  Thomas. — I  am  a  free-trader. 

Mr.  REID.— The  honorable  member  is 
a  very  free  trader.  He  will  take  anything 
he  can  lay  his  hands  on. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — That  is  in  accord  with  the 
free-trade  svstem ;  we  do  not  agree  with  it. 

Mr.  REID. — ^There  is  no  secrecy  about 
the  policy  of  the  party  to  which  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Indi  belonged 
for  many  years.  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  has  not  suddenly  changed 
his  coat  on  that  policy  ?  Hrawrable  mem- 
bers who  followed  the  Bartim  Government 
and  the  Deakin  Government  for  three  or 
four  years  were  pledged  to  the  declared 
policy  of  the  party,  that,  so  far  as  the 
Federation  was  concerned,  we  should  raise 
taxation  only  through  the  Customs. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Is  that  a  free-trade  idea? 

Mr.  Isaacs. — Indirect  taxation— Customs 
and  Ensse. 

Mr.  REID. — Just  so,  Customs  and  Ex- 
cise. That  pcdicy  was  also,  witii  equal 
publicity,  announced  by  myself  aa  the 
leader  id  the  other  party  in  the  Commcm- 
wealth  at  tliat  time. 


Mr.  I^KAS. — Aa  leader  of  the  Free- 
trade  Party? 

Mr.  REID.— Yes.  The  view  I  took 
was  that  in  matters  of  land  and  other  di- 
rect taxation  every  State  should  be  left  to 
work  out  its  own  policy  as  it  pleased. 

Mr.  Thomas.  —  The  right  honorable 
gentlemlan  could  not  expect  evei7  free- 
trader to  subscribe  to  that. 

Mr.  REID.  —  Perhaps  the  honorable 
member  will>  permit  me  to  answer  one 
questioD  before  he  asks  another.  What 
I  desire  to  sav  in  reference  to  that  is  that 
we  all  agree  that  the  national  taxing  power 
should  be  used  through  the  Customs  House, 
and  that  all  direct  taxation  should  a»ne 
through  the  powers  of  the  States  Parlia- 
ments. That  would  leave  the  people  of 
each  State  to  work  out  their  own  system 
of  direct  taxation  for  themselves,  and  if 
there  were  a  majority  in  a  State  in  favour 
of  a  land  tax  there  would  th«i  be  no  ob- 
stacle in  the  wa>;.  But  it  was  felt  that 
it  would  lead  to  immense  confuaon  if  we 
were  to  attempt  to  raise  direct  taxation, 
and  for  many  years  to  come.  So  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  I  think  it  will  always 
be  better  to  leave  to  the  States  their  in- 
dividual freedom  to  work  out  their  own  des- 
tinies in  this  respect,  and  that  the  Federa- 
tion should  use  the  national  power  of  taxa- 
tion through  the  Customs  only.  But  now  we 
can  understand  the  levity  with  which  our 
honorable  friends  opposite  look  forward  to 
flouting  the  States  in  reference  to  this  ques- 
tion, which  particularly  affects  two  o^  them.  * 
There  are  two  of  the  States  in  whids  already 
laws  have  been  passed  relating  to  old-age 
pensicxis. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — ^They  are  charity 
doles. 

An  Honorable  Member. — They  are 
rotten  laws. 

Mr.  REID.— Still  they  are  laws,  and 
that  is  all  I  said.  I  said  that  they  were 
laws,  but  I  did  not  say  the  precise  candi> 
tion  of  preservation  which  they  are  in. 
There  are  such  laws  in  New  S<^th  Wales 
and  Victoria,  whilst  none  of  the  other 
States  have  passed  such  legislaticm.  Now, 
if  we  had  a  friendly  omference  with  the 
Premiers  of  those  States  we  could  get  their 
authority  to  bring  this  system  in  without 
raising  ;£4,ooo,ooo  through  the  Customs 
when  we  require  only  ,000,000. 

Mr.  Isaacs.— In  that  the  right  hniorable 
gentleman  agrees  with  us. 

Mr.  REID, — I  do  not  mind  agreeing 
with  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
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sometimes,  but  I  point  out  that  I  expressed 
that  view  years  ago.  I  said  that  it  oould 
not  be  done  through  the  Federation,  but 
my  htxiorable  friend  representing  the  Op- 
position now  says,  "  We  do  not  care  what 
the  States  say,  we  will  have  it."  The  htmcr- 
able  member  does  not  mean  to  oppress  the 
people  by  raising  j^4,ooo,ooo  when  only 
j^i, 000,000  will  do.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber has  not  become  editor  of  the  Tocsin 
yet,  but  he  will  get  his  ;^i,ooo,ooo  out 
of  direct  taxation.  I  admit  that  we  are 
getting  daylight  in  cormexion  with  this 
matter.  The  horuvable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Indi  thought  he  had  made  a  tre- 
mendous point  in  a  criticism  recently  of 
the  terms  of  the  memorandum  drawn  up 
by  the  honorable  and  learned  members  for 
Ballarat  and  Balaclava,  in  conjunction  with 
the  honorable  member  for  Macquarie  and 
myself.     We  agreed  on  this — 

The  Tariff  not  to  be  altered  io  any  respect 
during  the  present  Parliament  without  the  ctmtent 
of  both  parties  in  the  Ministry. 

My  honorable  and  learned  friend  professed 
to  look  upon  that  as  an  admission  that  we 
could  alter  the  Tariff.  But  that  is  simply 
ratifying  the  truce  which  both  ad- 
mitted had  been  declared,  instead  of  a  pro- 
vision giving  liberty  to  break  it.  Just 
fancy  our  wing  of  the  party  agreeing  to 
bringing  in  protective  duties  I  There 
was  another  understanding  — concerning 
preferential  trade.  We  took  up  a 
position  which'  is  most  excellently  ex- 
pressed by  the  Melbourne  Age,  of  30th 
October,  just  after  the  speech  delivered 
by  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Ballarat.    The  Age  said — 

But  oa  this  point  there  is  no  need  whatever  for 
Australia  to  leap  before  she  comes  to  the  fence. 
Details  at  this  stage  are  premature.  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain may  not  succeed  in  his  mission. 

That  looks  very  likely  just  now. 

That  ii  a  matter  which  leits  in  the  future. 
Should  he  carry  the  mind  of  England  with  him 
it  cannot  be  done  for  the  next  twelve  mcmths. 
Therefore,  any  overtures  from  Australia  would 
be  completely  out  of  place.    .    .  . 

One  thing  is  certain,  the  protectionists  will 
nerer  permit  the  preferential  Tariff  to  undermine 
the  Federal  policy  of  protection. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  REID.— That  is  right;  let  the 
English  people  know  that.  That  will  be 
another  encouragement  to  them  to  agree  to 
a  tax  upon  food. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^The  English  people  do 
know  that. 


Mr.  REID.— The  Age  further  said— 

Mr.  Chamberlain  has  distinctly  stated  he  is 
satisfied  to  work  on  that  basis.  Mr.  Deakin's 
preferential  policy  is  crystallized  in  a  sentence. 

Everything  is  crystallized  in  an  Age 
leader — 

"  Great  BriUin  must  make  the  first  move." 
That  it  the  sound  position  to  assume. 
We  all  assume  it ;  but  because  I  agree 
with  it  I  am  the  enemy  of  the  Australian 
farmer !  Since  that  article  was  written 
another  obstacle  has  occurred .  The 
Imperial  Govermnent  has  categorically 
rejected  the  policy  of  taxation  on 
food  and  on  raw  materials.  The  pie- 
sent  Imperial  Government  has  distinctly 
said  that  that  is  no  part  of  its  policy.  Is 
not  this  new  anxiety  about  preferential 
trade  more  an  attempt  to  create  mischief, 
than  anything  else?  The  fact  is,  that 
my  strong  objections  to  preferential  trade 
are  from  the  point  of  view,  that  it 
would  be  most  seriously  injurious  to  the 
Mother  country  herself.  I  believe  that  if 
the  Mother  country  were  to  ad<^t  iat 
policy,  she  would  be  injuring  herself  in  a 
most  serious  way. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.— Would  it  be  beneficial 
to  Australia? 

Mr.  REID. — I  expressed  these  views  onlv 
the  other  day.  Before  I  became  Prime 
Minister,  I  was  asked  to  ssad  a  omtributitm 
to  a  book  which  is  coming  out  on  Mr. 
Chamberlain's  life  and  projects,  and  in  the 
article  I  contributed,  I  expressed  in  the 
strwigest  way  my  belief  that  it  would  not 
be  a  good  thing  for  the  people  of  England. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.— Will  it  benefit  Aus- 
tralia? 

Mr.  REID.- If  the  people  of  England 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  will  be  a  good 
thing  for  them — and  I  admit  that  they  know 
a  little  more  about  the  matter  than  I  can  pre- 
tend to  know — and  if  they  do  come  forward 
with  proposals,  as  I  have' already  said,  their 
proposals  will  receive  from  this  Government 
as  fair  consideration  as  they  could  receive 
from  any  Government.  But  if  it  cranes  to  a 
point  at  which  I  have  to  choose  between  ad- 
hering to  and  surrendering  my  views  on 
fiscal  questions,  only  one  thing  can  happen. 
If  any  emergency  occurs,  and  we  are  un- 
able to  come  to  a  reasonable  view  on  any 
matter  of  moment  which  arises,  we  must 
be  prepared  to  give  our  honorable  friends 
opposite  a  chance.  But  we  are  not  going  to 
make  troubles  out  of  things  that  are  in  the 
future.  We  are  not  going,  in  an  unbusiness- 
like way  to  create  points  of  discord.  Our 
enemies  wish  us  to  do  that.     They  wish 
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us  to  muddle  public  affairs  j  to  do  every- 
thing at  the  wrong  time,  and  in  the  wrong 
way.  We  are  here,  not  to  oblige  them, 
but  to  do  our  best  in  the  public  interest 
I  think  I  fairly  represent  even  honorable 
members  who  do  not  belong  to  the 
party  which  I  lead,  when  I  say 
that  if  the  .  ^scal  question  had  re- 
mained for  this  Parliament  to  deal 
with,  it  would  have  been  impossible 
for  us  to  come  together.  The  people, 
however,  ronoved  that  question  from  this 
Parliament,  and  the  main  bond  of  union 
between  us  is  this:  We  are  absolutely 
opposed  to  the  political  methods  of  the 
Labour  Party,  and  to  the  authority  which 
their  organizations  have  over  members  of 
Parliament,  and  we  are  absolutely  opposed 
to  their  extreme  socialistic  designs.  It  is 
very  easy  for  newspapers  in  Australia  to 
publish  articles,  such  as  that  whidi  I  have 
read,  and  which  are  republished  in  the 
great  newspapers  of  the  Empire;  but  I 
wish  honorable  gentlemen  to  recollect  that 
these  revolutions  which  undermine  the  secur- 
ity for  property  and  enterprise,  these 
threats  of  turning  our  industrial  system  up- 
side down,  come  at  a  bad  time.  They 
help  to  aggravate  the  state  of  unrest  and  of 
want  of  confidence  which  is  paralyzing  the 
industrial  expansion  of  Australia.  Labour 
Sodalists  talk  of  a  time  to  come,  when  the 
workers  will  all  be  happy,  when  they  will 
all  be  onplc^vd  in  a  Government  factory ; 
but  attempts  to  carry  such  views  to  a  violent 
extreme — an  extreme  which  makes  the  very 
basis  upon  which  property,  enterprise,  and 
labour  rest  insecure — are  the  worst  things 
that  can  happen  for  that  great  mass  of  the 
workers  who  have  to  live  oy  the  ticpansi(Hi 
of  industry  conditions  of  confidence 

and  trust. 

Mr.  FowLEB. — I  wish  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  The  Prime  Minister 
read  amongat  other  things,  the  follow- 
ing passage,  from  the  report  of  an  address 
whici)  I  delivered  in  Melbourne,  on  Sun- 
day night: — 

Those  members  felt  it  w«s  mmeceuary  and 
lAJectioMblei  and  their  ideai  had  at  least  re- 
ceived the  assent  of  a  majority  of  their  colleague*. 

It  is  evident  that  the  word  "majority" 
slipped  in  aoddentally.  The  passage 
should  read — 

Their  ideat  had  at  least  received  the  auent  of 
a  minority  of  their  colleaguet. 

Otherwise,  the  report  is  substantially 
correct. 

Mr.  HUGHES  (West  Sydney).— The 
Prime  Minister,  at  very  great  length,  essayed 


the  task,  that  he  himself  declared  at 
the  outset  to  be  ridiculously  easy,  of  re- 
plying to  the  leader  of  the  Opposition. 
So  far  as  I  was  able  to  gather,  the  right 
h<XK>rable  gentleman  made  a  very  inef- 
fective reply.  Even  now,  after  having  had 
an  oppMtunity  of  going  over  in  my  mind 
what  the  right  homrable  gentleman  said, 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  his  (^jective,  or 
bow  nearly  he  approadied  it.  He 
did,  indeed,  during  one  period  of  his  ad- 
dress, declare  the  difference — or  what  he 
thought  to  be  the  difference — between  his 
party,  or  that  heterogeneous  collection  of 
gentlemen  who  now  form  his  party,  or  per- 
mit themselves  to  be  so  called,  and  hcvior- 
able  members  on  this  side  of  the  Chamber. 
Beyond  that  his  speech  was  a  very  general 
r^sumg  of  those  very  fruitful  and  interest- 
ing criticisms  to  whidi  be  has  treated  the 
country  for  some  months  past. 

Mr.  Webstex. — For  some  years  past. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  —  Of  course  there 
comes  with  each  succeeding  address  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  delicate  adjustment  to  ex- 
isting circumstances  that  serves  to  stamp 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  as  an  artist 
of  the  very  first  rank.  He  has  not  failed 
on  this  occasion  to  put  on  just  that  par- 
ticular delicate  shade  of  colouring  which 
is  perhaps  necessary  under  the  circum- 
stances, and  which  marks  the  difference  be- 
tween the  occasicjn  of  to-day  and  that 
of,  say  three  weeks  ago.  He  stated 
that  the  leader  of  the  Oppositi(xi 
had  made  no  definite  complaint  against 
the  Government.  I  should  like  to  know 
what  he  means  by  a  definite  complaint. 
He  said  we  ought  to  have  formulated  in  de- 
tail reasons  for  displacing  him.  Have  we 
not,  from  the  very  inception  of  our  move- 
ment, ten  or  twelve  years  back,  formulated 
the  reasons  for  dislodging  such  a  Prime 
Minister  as  the  right  honorable  gentleman? 
He  stated  also  that  he  had  received  support 
from  me  for  eight  years,  and  of  course 
he  meant  that  he  had  also  received  sup- 
port from  other  men  who,  like  myself, 
have  been  members  of  the  New  South  t^ales 
Labour  Party,  and  now  sit  in  this  House. 
Yes,  he  did  receive — not  for  right,  but  for 
five  years — the  unswerving  support  of  men 
like  myself,  who  gave  him  their  assistance 
so  long  as  he  was  marching,  no  matter  at 
what  pace,  al<xig  the  broad  high  road  of 
democracy.  When  at  length,  slumbering 
in  the  pleasant  shades  of  the  banyan  tree 
of  ojSice,  he  was  too  long  inactive,  we 
put  him  out,  and  we  sat  behind  another 
gentleman,  upon  whom  I  am  sure  the  right 
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honorable  gentleman  has  never,  during  his 
life-time,  passed  one  w(xd  of  eulogy.  In 
that,  at  least*  the  right  honCTable  gentU- 
man  has  been  ocnuistent.  We  trannerred 
to  the  hononlde  membei  for  Hume  the 
support  that  we  had  given  to  &e  right  ban- 
orable  gentlnun.  In  detail  then  we  object 
to  the  GoTemnent,  because  it  stands  for 
everything  we  detest  and  mortally  hate. 
What  more  detail  does  the  right  htmorable 
gentleman  require?  That  is  not  a  general 
charge — it  is  a  spedftc  charge.  I  see  the 
right  hfMiorable  member  for  Swan— all  of 
whose  ducks  and  geCse  are  swans — assqm- 
ing  a  oonteiH  irt(i<£  I  am  sme  be  does  Dot 
feel. 

Sir  John  Forxut. — How  does  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  know  that? 

Mr.  HUGHES.— In  the  adjustment  of 
the  political  kaleidosoope,  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman's  expectations  have  not  been 
fully  realized. 

Sir  John  Forkest. — ^That  is  nonsense. 

Afr.  HUGHES.— But  it  is  not  all,  for 
the  exigencies  of  political  circumstance  have 
compelled  the  Prime  Ministei  even  to  throw 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  other  laudable 
ambitions  of  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man. Honest  ambition,  we  are  told  by  the 
Prime  Minister,  is  a  most  excellent  quality 
in  a  politician,  provided  it  is  an 
ambition  that  suits  the  purpose  of  the 
right  h<Miorable  gentleman;  otherwise 
it  is  anathema,  and  is  to  be  crowded  out. 
For  what  does  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man, the  member  for  Swan,  stand, 
when  he  fOTgets  that  power  to  which 
he  himself  bent  very  readily  indeed  in 
Western  Australia,  and  under  which 
he  subdued  his  fiery  spirit  for  three  years 
in  this  Parliament,  never  letting  us  know 
— except  occasionally — that  he  was  op- 
posed to  us  ?  For  what  does  he  stand  when 
he  comes  out  in  his  true  colours?  I  as- 
sume that  when  there  is  nothing  further 
to  be  gained  by  dissimulation,  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  does  come  out  in  his 
true  colours^  Does  he  want  to  know  why 
we  are  opposed  to  him  ?  Does  he  want  to 
know  in  detail  why  we  object  to  the  Go- 
vernment ?  We  object  to  the  Government 
because  of  their  abandonment  of  principle, 
and  particularly  because  they  stand  for 
everything  that  we  are  here  to  oppose  and 
denounce. 

Sir  John  FoRBESX.—The  honorable  and 
learned  member  is  no  doubt  a  great  pa- 
triot. Doubtless  he  has  shown  it  all  his 
life,  and  has  done  some  public  good. 


Mr.    HUGHES.— I   notice    that  the 
Prime  Minister,  unce  his  recent  elevation, 
has  found  it  necessary  to  make  a  number 
of  remarks  about  his  high  and  te^pon^iie 
posittm.     Well,  it  is  a  high  and  respon- 
sible position,  but  be  has  not  been  to  kuig 
in  it  that  it  need  have  altered  his  whole 
nature,  and  the  recognition  of  his  great 
responsitnlity  should  not  relieve  him  from 
the  duty  of  explaining    to    tlie  coun- 
try   why    he    is    occupying    his  hig^ 
and  responsible   portion.     Is   the  fact 
that   he  occupies  that  high  and  respon- 
sible   position  to  be  sufficient    for  the 
people  of  this  country,  and  are  they  to 
accept  that  fact  in  lieu  of  a  policy?  A 
high  and  responsible  position  is  an  excel- 
lent thing ;  but  what  about  his  high  and  re- 
sponsive policy?     What  is  Ins  policy? 
The  right  honorable  goitleman  said  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Bland  had  taken 
exceptkm  to  the  fact  that  be  had  not  out- 
lined his  policy  for  the  next  session.  I 
am  astonished  at  the  honorable  member 
for  Bland.    The  right  honorable  gentleman 
outlined  the  whole  of  his  policy  for  this 
ParKament,  and  for  as  marrv  other  Parlia* 
ments  as  he  shall  lead.    Briefly,  his  policy 
viewed  from  (me  aspect,  is  a  movement, 
in  rapiditjr   excelling  all  the  most  up'to* 
date    enf^es    of    science      It    is  a 
movement   towards   recess,  towards  that 
beautiful  oasis  in  the  desert  of  pt^itics 
that    the    right     honorable  gentleman 
appreciates    so    nnidi,    and   which  he 
does  not  hentate  to  dangle  before  his 
own  supporters,  and  also  &fore  the  weary 
sojourners  on  this  side  of  the  Chamber  for 
all  it  is  worth.      On  the'  one  hand  he 
direct!  our  gaze  to  the  beauties  of  recess, 
and  on  the  other  points  to  the  danger  of 
doing    anything    to    this  Government, 
for  he  threatens  us  with  a  dissolution,  if 
we  attack  them.    Only   last  week,  or 
the    wedL    before,    be-    said    that  he 
wished  to  intimate   at   once   that  any 
moreaient  upon  our  part  to  upset  this  ddec- 
table  Govmnent  before  it  had  got  its 
seocmd    wind,    would    bring    about  an 
appeal    to    the    country.     Here  was 
bis    first  ^  exhiWtion    of  statesmanship. 
He  came  into  office  to  restore  responsible 
government,    to    bring    about  majority 
rule,  and  to  exorcise  from  pcrfttics  that 
condition  of  things  which  hampered  the  free 
expression  of  individual  opinionL    This  was 
to  be  the  battle-ground  upon  which  everv 
man,  withoot  fear  or  favour,  without  anv 
cracking  of  the  party  whip,  or  blowing  of 
the  party  hoin,  was  to  be  able  to  say  whaf 
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he  thought,  and  to  vote  as  he  pleased.  Yet 
he  was  not  in  office  twenty-four  hours  be- 
fore he  declared  that  if  we  dared  to  do  any- 
thing hostile  to  the  Government,  there  would 
be  a  d^solution  of  the  House.  He  speaks 
of  his  consistency  in  regard  to  his  beliefs. 
I  wonder  whether  he  really  believes  his 
own  statement.  He  asserts  that  if  we  dare 
to  attack  the  Ministry,  we  shall  bring  about 
a  dissolution.  What  did  he  say  in  1899? 
He  may  remember  the  occasion  to  which  I 
refer,  when  the  honorable  member  for  Hume, 
I  presume  he  will  say,  was  permitted  by  a 
jaundiced  Providence,  to  occupy  that  sphere 
which  he  himself  had  ornamented  so  magni- 
ficently. I  will  tell  the  House  what  the 
Sydney  Daily  Telegraph  reports  him  as 
having  said  then,  and  surely  it  cannot  be 
wrong.  Upon  the  13th  of  September, 
1899,  it  published  this  statement — 

After  making  all  the  illegitimate  use  of  the 
dissolution  whip  that  he  possibly  could  while  his 
own  turn  was  to  be  served  by  it,  Mr.  Reid — 

Can  this  really  be  the  Sydney  Daily  Tele- 
graph f — 

now  hastens  to  deprecate  the  pmsible  resort  to 
any  such  tactics  on  the  part  of  Mr.  lo'ne  in  any 
future  emergency.  There  is  a  somewhat  comic  sug- 
gestion of  oTCT-anxiety  for  constitutional  rectitude 
in  a  protest  of  this  kind  addressed  to  an  incom- 
ing Premier,  with  an  almost  two  to  one  majority. 
"There  is,"  says  the  ex-Premier,  "no  sort  of 
personal  or  inherent  right  to  a  dissolution  on  the 
part  of  any  Government  or  any  Ministry." 

I  hope  that  he  will  take  that  advice  to 
heart.  It  is  the  teaching  of  a  constitu- 
tionalist, which  he  may  well  accept — Reid 
upon  Reid.  Now  the  right  honorable  gen- 
tleman wishes  to  know  why  we  are  opposed 
to  the  present  Government — he  who  as- 
sumed (Mce  to  restore  freedom  of  debate 
and  freedom  of  perscmal  opinion.  Why  ? 
Because  in  his  very  first  act  he  threatens  the 
House  with  a  dissolutitm.  That  threat 
will  not  frighten  honorable  members  upon 
this  side  of  the  Chamber,  altlKKigh  it  may 
intimidate  some  of  those  who  sit  behind 
him.  He  states  that  it  is  impossible  to 
formulate  a  great  national  policy  in  a  few 
minutes,  and  that  he  and  his  colleagues 
have  too  much  sense  to  attempt  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  Certainly  he  has 
too  much  sense  to  do  anything  that 
will  obstruct  his  smooth  and  easy 
path  to  recess.  When  once  he  got 
there  all  would  be  well.  There  he  is. 
He  stands  for  recess,  and  all  that  recess 
means,  and  with  one  solitary  exception  in 
his  political  career  he  always  has  stood 
for  it.    Again  he  declares  that  the  leader 

Ur.  Hughes. 


of  the  Oppositicm  did  not  supply  him  with 
any  information  in  respect  of  the  Labour- 
Liberal  alliance.  He  is  very  anxious  to 
learn  something  about  that  alliance.  His 
chief  anxiety  is  to  learn  whether  it  is  an 
alliance  de  facto  or  mereljr  de  jure.  If  it 
be  an  alliance  which  exists  onlv  in  the 
mind  of  a  certain  ccmstituticxial  lawyer — 
that  alert  intellect  which  he  seems  to  dread 
a  good  deal — he  will  be  very  well 
satisfied,  but  if  it  be  de  facto  an  alliancXr 
he  will  be  very  much  annoyed.  However, 
he  may  take  heart.  The  explanation  is 
abundantly  simple.  It  is  to  be  found 
merely  by  glancing  at  this  side  of  the  House. 
Here  is  to  be  seen  the  Alliance.  It  is  dc 
facto — and  de  jure^  if  the  right  honorable 
member  so  cho(»es  to  reganl  it — an  Alliance 
which,  at  any  rate,  will  be  effective^  so  far 
as  he  is  concerned,  upon  all  occasions.  It 
has,  amongst  the  other  bonds  which  imite 
it,  one  invincible  and  ineradicable  determi- 
nation, and  that  is  to  remove  him  from  the 
Treasury  bench.  The  right  honorable  gen- 
tleman came  into  power  to  restore  respon- 
sible government.  To  whom  or  to 
what  is  he  to  be  responsible?  He 
is  not  to  be  responsible  to  this  House, 
because  almost  the  first  announcement  which 
he  made,  good,  careful  man  that  he  is,  was 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  be  defeated  by  a 
flank  attack.  We  could  not  come  any  of 
that  sort  of  business  with  him.  We  should 
require  a  charge  of  dynamite  to  shift  him. 
Certainly  nothing  in  the  way  of  a  mere  de- 
tail of  a  Bill  would  move  him.  He  said 
that  he  objected  to  the  late  Government  re- 
signing oMce  upon  a  mere  detail,  and  that 
he  could  not  understand  the  chivalrous  con- 
duct of  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Ballarat.  It  hurt  the  feelings  of  this 
broad-minded  gentleman,  who,  during  his 
term  of  (rffice  in  New  South  Wales,  never 
did  sucK  a  thing.  He  o(»itinued  in 
office  for  fire  years,  and  notwithstanding 
that  details  which  other  men  might  have  re- 
garded as  principles  went  toppling  about 
his  ears,  nothing  happened.  He  remained 
as  calm  as  possible.  When  the  present 
leader  of  the  Opposition  moved  in  the  New 
South  Wales  Legislature,  in  regard  to  the 
Loral  Government  Bill,  which  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  introduced,  that  one  vrte 
should  be  given  to  each  elector,  and  not  four 
votes  to  one  elector,  he  took  his  stand  upon 
that  measure  like  a  man,  and  threw  it  under 
the  table — he  who  came  in  with  a  garland 
upon  his  brow — the  chap  to  save  the  country 
— and  whose  cry  upon  one  dramatic  occa 
sion,  was  "  Turn  the  fossils  out,"  referring 
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Xx>  members  of  the  Legislative  Coundl,  whose 
only  ofTence  was  that  they  adhered  to  their 
prmciptes  and  were  sold.     From  every 

balcony  in  New  Sout  h  Wales  he 
frantically  appealed  to  the  people  to 
give  him  an  opportunity  to  wipe  out 
of  existence  the  Legislative  Council 
of  that  State,  or  else  to  place  him  in  the 
position  of  being  able  to  shove  down  .the 
throats  of  its  members  the  principle  of  land 
values  taxation.  Although  honorable  mem- 
bers would  never  think  it,  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman  achieved  what  reputation  he 
enjoys  in  New  South  Wales  by  an  appeal  to 
the  people  to  take  away  the  rights 
of  private  property.  Can  we  imagine 
him,  the  chosen  champion  of  the 
Property  Owners'  Association,  actually 
desiring  to  put  his  sacrilegious  and 
iconoclastic  hand  upon  private  property  ?  He 
went  to  the  country  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining a  mandate  to  tax  land  values,  and 
came  back  with  an  enormous  majority 
made  up,  I  may  say,  of  the  members  of 
the  Labour  Party.  He  came  back  with 
that  majority,  and  the  Upper  House  in- 
sisted upon  knocking  out  the  exemptions 
which  he  had  inserted  in  the  Bill  to  cajjture 
the  vote  of  the  small  man.  Then  my  right 
honorable  friend— this  stickler  for  princi- 
ple— ^backed  down,  obedient  to  the  will  of 
thn  Upper  House,  and  absolutely  ate  his 
words,  and  swallowed  the  enormous  mouth- 
ings  of  principle  in  which  he  indulged 
when  before  the  people.  Such  is  the  re- 
cord of  the  right  honorable  gentleman  for 
responsible  government  and  majority  rule  ! 

Mr.  RxiD. — ^And  still  the  honorable  and 
leariied  member  and  his  party  supported 
me  all  the  time. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— We  supported  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  simply  because 
ha  was  the  only  man  we  could  find  i.t  the 
time  to  do  anything  at  all  for  us.  He 
derived  what  power  and  opportunity  he  had 
in  New  South  Wales  from  our  support. 

Mr.  Reid. — Surely  not  altogether? 

Mr.  Webster. — Absolutely. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— The  right  honorable 
gentleman  never,  in  the  whole  course  of  his 
political  career,  held  office  in  New  South 
Wales  for  twenty-four  hours,  unless  the 
Labour  Party  kept  him  there. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^Absolutely  untrue. 

.Mr.  SPEAKER.— Will  the  Prime  Min- 
ister please  withdraw  that  statement  ? 

Mr.  Rf.id. — Certainly,  Mr.  Speaker.  I 
shall  say  that  the  statement  is  absolutely 
inccnrect. 


Mr.  HUGHES.— In  the  New  South 
Wales  Parliamrat  of  1894  he  had  a  majority 
which,  as  I  have  already  menticmed,  wab 

made  up  of  three  members  whose  vote? 
never  went  on  his  side  during  that  Parlia- 
ment— men  who  were  his  most  bitter  per- 
sonal as  well  as  political  opponents. 

^fr.  Reid. — I  hzxt  even  now  a  number 
of  such  opponents. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Those  men  prin- 
cipally opposed  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber because  the  Labour  Party  supported 
him. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  -What  has  that  to  do 
with  the  matter  ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — If  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  cannot  see  what  bear- 
ing my  remark  has  upon  the  subject  he 
must  be  verv  dense. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta  may  as  well  attend  to 
his  own  little  shortccmiings,  and  leave  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  to  look  after 
himself.    He  is  well  able  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  shall  also  attend 
to  the  honorable  and  learned  member. 

Mr.  HUGHES.—The  Prime  Minister, 
who  came  into  c^ce  to  restore  majority 
rule  and  responsible  government,  never  held 
office,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  months 
which  I  have  mentioned  without  our  support. 
Even  during  those  few  months  he  held 
office  because  we  fought  for  the  same  prin- 
ciple. And  yet  he  speaks  of  coming  into 
poiwer  to  establish  majoritv  rule !  He  has 
come  in  with  a  majoritv  of  two,  and  he  is 
afraid  to-night  that  that  majority  has 
dwindled  away  to  nothing.  When  one 
honorable  member  incautiously  pinned 
his  card  to  a  seat  on  the  Min- 
isterial side  of  the  House,  the  Prime 
Minister  said,  "  My  majority  has  gone  up 
100  per  cent."  How  much  has  it  now  gone 
down  ?  Two  hundred  per  cent.  He  wishes 
to  know  why  we  oppose  his  Government. 
Let  me  tell  him.  I  hold  that  we  have  a 
right  to  oppose  a  Ministry  that  came  into 
power  to  restore  responsible  government, 
and  has  evaded  all  responsibility  by  crawl- 
ing on  all  fours  ever  since.  We  have 
a  right  to  oppose  a  Ministry  which 
came  in  to  restrae  responsible  goverranent, 
but  whose  first  public  announcement  is  that 
it  is  not  going  to  be  put  out  of  office  until 
it  is  pulled  out  with  a  block  and  tackle. 
When  I  made  an  interjection  a  few  nights 
ago  about  responsible  government,  the 
Prime  Minister  replied.  "  There  is  no  rule 
without  an  exception."  The  right  honor- 
able f,entleman  is  made  up  of  nceptions. 
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and  so  is  bis  Ministry.  Yet  he  has  come 
in  to  restore  responsible  government !  He 
came  into  office  once  before,  in  the  Farlia- 
ment  of  New  South  Wales,  to  lake  the  bur- 
dots  off  the  aiioulders  of  the  poor.  He 
did  a  little  in  that  direction,  and  has  never 
done  anything  since.  The  right  honorable 
gentleman  is  very  anxious  to  know  stxnething 
about  the  new  alliance.  A  complete  state- 
ment of  its  principles,  and  the  terms  upon 
which  it  united,  has  been  published,  but 
I  desire  to  say  that  it  has  something  better 
even  than  that  to  recommend  it.  It  is 
XB  alliaoGe  of  men  who,  so  far  as  prin- 
ciples, excepting  fiscalism,  are  concerned, 
are  absolutely  united.  The  members  of  the 
alliance  believe  in  the  same  principles,  and 
what  is  more  natural  than  that  men  who 
are  agreed  upon  essentials  should  combine? 
The  Prime  Minister  desires  to  know  what 
sacrifice  of  principle  is  involved.  Let  me 
deal  with  th^  question.  I  take  the  h(xi- 
orable  member  for  Melbourne  Ports.  He 
is  a  protectionist,  and  has  never  hesitated 
to  declare  that  he  is.  I  am  a  free  trader, 
and  no  one  will  deny  that,  when  I  have 
stood  on  the  free-trade  ticket,  I  have 
always  done  my  part  in  the  advocacy  of 
free-trade.  I  am  so  much  a  better  free- 
trader than  is  the  ri^t  honorable  gentle- 
man that,  unlike  him  and  the  Innorable 
member  far  Lang,  I  am  in  favour  of  resort* 
ing  to  land  values  taxaticm.  The  honor- 
aUe  member  for  Lang  is  <^ix)sed  to  land 
values  taxation. 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  honorabln  member 
for  Lang  will  speak  for  himself. 

Mr.  HUGHES. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber surely  cannot  be  the  "  Mr.  Johnson  " 
who  spc^e  the  other  evening  at  the  Henry 
George  celebration.  He  cannot  be  the 
hon(vable  member  for  Lang,  who  delivered 
an  address  on  "Henry  George  and  land 
values  taxation,"  and  the  Prime  Minister, 
who  is  opposed  to  land  values  taxation, 
surelv  cannot  be  the  man  who,  in  1894, 
stumped  New  South  Wales  in  favour  of 
that  principle. 

Mr.  Webster. — He  is. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— These  honorable  mem- 
bers now  taiV  of  free-trade.  My  record,,  as 
a  free-trader,  will  bear  favorable  compari- 
son with  that  of  the  Prime  Minister,  and 
the  record  of  the  honorable  member  for  Mel- 
bourne Parts  as  a  protectionist  will  bear 
favorable  comparison  with  that  of  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs. 

Mr.  Malonet. — It  is  much  better. 

Mr.  HUGHES. — On  every  point,  ex- 
cept fiscalism,  I  venture  to  say  that  the 


honorable  member  for  Melbourne  Forts  and 
I  are  perfectly  in  accord. 

Mr.  Robinson.^ — Then  why  did  the 
L^XHir  Party  oppose  him  at  ttw  last  elec- 
tion? 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  am  just  about  to 
deal  with  our  methods.  The  hmorable 
member  for  Melbourne  Ports  says  that  he 
does  not  approve  of  our  pledge;  but  on  the 
broad  priixnples  which  underlie  our  plat- 
form he  and  I  are  agreed.  There  is,  there- 
fore, nothing  more  natural  than  that,  in 
the  face  of  these  serried  ranks  of  hcuxx- 
able  members  opposite  who  have  abandoned 
every  prindple,  we  should  join  our  forces. 
We  have  befcM«  us  the  huior^le  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta,  hand  in  glove 
with  the  honorable  member  for  K.ooyong. 
and  the  sworn  brother  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Flinders.  The  homwable 
member  for  Parramatta  also  finds  a  par- 
ticular friend  in  the  honorable  member  for 
Corangamite.  And  so  the  list  goes  on. 
What  more  natural  in  these  circumstances 
than  that  we,  who  believe  in  the 
same  principles,  but  are  not  quite  agreed 
as  ^  to  the  method  of  attaining 
those  prindples,  ^lould  now  band  our- 
selves together,  stimulated,  and,  indeed, 
cranpelled  to  do  so»  by  tiw  combination 
that  we  see  (Ml  the  Ministerial  bendws,  con- 
sisting of  honwable  toembers  who  have 
abanckHied  every  principle  of  viiach  tbey 
have  fot  a  long  time  declared  themselves 
in  favour,  and  who  apparently  have  no  set 
principles,  except  a  desire  to  get  into  recess 
as  quickly  as  posnU^  and  to  evade  the 
ctmseqoences  of  their  treacbery  and  mis- 
deeds. When  we  oMnpare  the  alliaxKe 
with  the  coalition  we  find  in  our  ranks  no 
such  divergences  of  cninion  aa  are  repre- 
sented by  the  bonwalM  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Parkes,  and  the  honmible  member 
for  Lang. 

Mr.  Johnson.  —  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Parires  is  a  better 
judge  of  democracy  than  is  the  hooorable 
and  learned  member. 

Mr.  Pagb.  —  The  hononble  member's 
idea  of  democracy  is  a  remarkable  onfc 

Mr.  HUGHES.— If,  as  I  understand, 
the  honorable  member  fbr  Lang  regards  the 
h<»iorable  and  learned  member  for  Parkes 
as  an  ideal  democrat,  it  would  ill  become 
me  to  duturb  such  a  pleasing  belief.  All 
that  I  have  to  say  is  that,  as  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  fot  Parkct  has  been 
throughout  his  potiticd  lift  t^ttnly  op- 
posed to  everything  that  the  bonoraUe 
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member  fm-  Laog  has  permitted  a  long- 
suffering  country  to  believe  be  insisted  on, 
either  one  or  the  other  cannot  be  a  demo- 
crat.    They  cannot  both  be  democrats^ 
and  I  shall  leave  them  to  settle  the  deli- 
cate question  as  to  which  of  the  two  is.  The 
right  honorable  gentleman  at  the  head  of 
the  Government  is  not  a  Socialist,  or  at 
any  rate  he  is  only  a  kind  of  "  so-so  Social- 
ist."   He  is  in  favour  of  Socialism  as  long 
as  it  does  not  interfere  with  the  eisrcise  of 
individual  freedom.     £te  does  not  mind 
how  far  the  Govenament  and  the  nation  go 
in  restrictiag  individual  liberty.     That  is 
to  say,  so  far  as  a  straight  line  is  a 
straight  line,  and  can  be  made  straight 
without  curves  he  is  in  favour  of  straight 
lines,  but  when  it  comes   to  corkscrews — 
when   it   comes   to   circles  —  he  alto- 
gedier     objects     to     straight  lines. 
When  we  have  a  clear,  definite,  and  unam- 
biguous statement  of   that  kind,  no  man 
can  be  under  any  misapprehension  any 
longer.    My  right  hont^able  and  learned 
friend  at  -the  head  of  the  Government,  says 
he  is  opposed  to  Socialism.   He  says,  "Re- 
strict human  liberty  only  so  far  as  is  ne- 
cessary J  but  I  will  go  no  further  " ;  and 
he  does  not  even  go  so  far !    But  what  is 
the  position  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Parkes?   He,  at  any  rate,  is 
logical.    His  position  requires  no  defenca 
By  right  of  his  opinions,  he  takes  his  posi- 
tion on  the  Government  side  of  the  House. 
He  is  opposed  to  our  party,  because  he  m 
a  Spemsrian,  who  believes  to  the  very  ut- 
termost in  individual  efifort,  as  oppraed  to 
State  aid,  or  governmental  effort.    He  be- 
lieves in  the  "  survival  of  the  fittest  "  with- 
out qualificatton.   He  believes  in  no  public 
libraries,  no  State-owned  tramways,  no  pub- 
lic baths  or  washhouses,  no  municipal  ^ort. 
He  stands  as  a  clear  individualist,  without 
any  sort  of  kink  or  reservation.    Mv  right 
honorable  friend,  the  leacJer  of  the  Govern- 
ment, has  never  dared  to  oppose  State  rail- 
ways or  State  tramways.  He  is  in  favour  of 
doing  an^hin^  that  he  can  do  towards 
assisting  mdividual  effort,  when  it  can  be 
done  without  a£Fecting  individual  lib^y — 
and  above  all,  can  be  done  without  rislung 
his  position  upon  the  Treasury  bench. 
Here,  then,  is  a  combination — the  right  hm- 
orable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment, the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Farkes,  and  the  honorable  member 
for  Flinders,  who  stands,  I  suppose,  as 
the  living  embodiment  of  individual  effort. 
He,  however,  is  at  least  not  so  consistent 
as  the  honorable  and  Teamed  member  for 


Parkes.    As  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
said  this  afternoon,  he  is  not  one  of  those 
anti- Socialists  who  want  everything  done 
for  them  by  the  State,  but  refuse  to  allow 
the  State  to  do  anything  for  anybody  else. 
The  head  of  the  Government  says  that  one 
of  the  reasons  why  he  is   opposed  to 
us  is,  that  we  stand    for   class '  legisla- 
tion.      I    would    ask     the  honorable 
member  for   Flinders,  when  he  has  time 
to  get  this  idea  thoroughly  into  him.  I 
should  like  him  to  tell  the  House  what 
he    calls  class  legislatiim.      Is    it  not 
class  legislation   to  give   to  one  section 
of  the  community  aids  in  the  direction  of 
butter  bonuses,  assistance  in  the  way  of 
irrigation,  and  cheaper  freights,  and  greater 
opportunities  for  displaying  their  goods 
in  the  markets  of' the  world,  and  otherwise? 
Are  not  all  these  things  advantages  for  a 
class  ?      It  is  very  necessary  that  they 
should  be  done — very  desirable.     And  I 
stand  by  everything  that  the  leader  of  the 
Oppctsition  said  on  this  subject.    I  desire 
that  these  people  should  get   all  these 
things,  but  not  that  they  cmly  should  get 
them.   I  desire  that  some  other  sections  of 
the     oxnmunity     should     get  similar 
■advantages.      So  that  we  are  not  for  a 
class,  as  the  head  of  the  Government  and 
the  honorable  member  for  F  linders  and 
others  are  for  a  class ;  but  we  are  for  the 
whole  nation.     That  is  our  positimi.  We 
are  opposed  to  this  Government,  that  has 
cone  in,  according  to  on^  of  its  leaders,  to 
oppose  Socialism,  to  restore  responsible 
government,  and  to  fight  against  class  legis- 
latirni,  but  which  has  behind  it  the  Property 
Owners'  Association.   What  is  a  property- 
owner?      How  does  he  differ  from  an 
ordinary  man?     We  stand  for  men— for 
citisens — not  for  property  owners.  Every 
man  and  every  woman  is  not  asked  whether 
he  or  she  has  any  property,  on  wishing  to 
join  our  associaticHis.      We  do  not  ask 
whether  they  have  "a  stake  in  the  coun- 
try."   It  is  sufficient  for  us  that  they  are 
men  and  women.    That  is  all  that  we  want 
to  know,  and  we  are  here  to  help  them. 
If  they  are  down-troddai  and  suffering  an 
injustice  we  are  ready  to  help  them.  So 
much  for  class  legislation,  and  now  for 
another   matter.     My    right  hcmorable 
friend   came   in   to   abolish    thiid  par- 
ties— or  at  all  events,  one  of  the  heads 
of  the  combination  did.      I    give  the 
Prime  Minister  credit  few  this — that  he 
does  not  stand  here  to  abolish  anything 
that  will  abolish  him.    It  so  happens  that 
the  aboliti(»i  of  tlurd  parties  would  destroy 
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my  right  honorable  friend.    Therefore,  he 

is  opposed  to  their  abolition. 

Mr.  Reid. — Honorable  members  oppo- 
site, of  course,  came  in  to  abolish  thran- 
wlves — poor  disinterested  people  ! 

Mr.  HUGHES.  — The  right  honorable 
member  fw  five  years  in  Xew  South  Wales 
lived  by  virtue  of  a  third  party.  To-day 
he  is  quite  consistent  to  his  old  belief  and 
opinions.  He  is  living  by  a  third  party, 
or,  for  aught  I  know,  by  a  third  and  a 
fourtli  party.  There  is  one  party 
who  stand  by  themselves — that  solid  phalanx 
of  men  who  represent  people  who  have  a 
"stake  in  the  country,"  men  of  solid  and 
prosperous  appearance,  who  are  so  differ- 
ent from  us  wretched  Cassiuses.  We  are 
not  sleek,  fat-headed  men.  I  am  sorry 
that  we  are  not.  The  honorable  members 
to  whom  I  refer  are  such  men  as  Caesar 
would  have  desired  to  have  about  him — 

Let  me  have  men  about  me  that  are  fat,  sleek- 
headed  men,  and  mxh  as  sleep  o'  nights; 

They  sleep  o*  nights,  while  other  poor 
devils  perhaps  cannot  sleep  by  virtue, 
it  may  be,  of  some  of  the  laws 
which  these  gentlemen  are  going  to 
oppose  or  introduce.  We  are  asked  why 
we  oppose  this  combination.  What  is  the 
position  that  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat  occupies  in  this  inter- 
esting coalition?  Where  is  he?  He  does 
not  believe  in  the  policy  of  the  coalition 
Government  to  the  extent  of  joining  it.  He 
believes  that  the  coalition  is  a  jolly  fine 
thing,  but  he  will  not  become  a  member  of 
it.  His  statement  about  it  is  very  much 
like  the  advice  given  by  certain  people 
— '*  Go  on  the  land;  cultivate  the  soil  "  ; 
but  who  will  -not  go  on  the  land  themselves, 
and  who  would  never  cultivate  anything 
more  than  a  geranium  in  a  flower-pot.  The 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bailarat 
sfiys  that  he  is  opposed  to  our  party,  be- 
cause we  are  over -organized,  because  we 
are  dominated  by  machine  politics,  and  be- 
cause we  are  controlled  by  caucuses  of 
"men  outside  Parliament,  He  desires  to 
re-establish  responsible  government,  and  so 
he  gives  his  support  to  a  Ministry  which 
comes  in  to  restore  responsible  govern- 
ment. How  gratified  he  must  be  at  their 
early  movements  made  in  that  direction  ! 
I  feel  sure  that  he  sheds  tears  of  jov  to 
see  the  herculean  efforts  of  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter towards  that  end.  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat  went  out  of 
office  because  he  considered  that  third 
parties   were  obnoxious.     He   must  be 


highly  pleased  with  the  result  of  his  ac- 
tion. He  is  followed  by  a  small  and 
rapidly  diminishing  band  of  faithful  men 
who  will  not  go  into  the  ordinary  room 
which  the  followers  of  the  Government 
use,  but  go  into  a  little  room  of  their 
own.  If  the  fates  are  as  kindly  to  them 
as  they  have  been,  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  will  soon  be  able  to  put 
his  party  into  a  piano-box  or  a  packing- 
case.  He  started  out  with  a  party  of  some 
fifteen  or  sixteen,  or  m«e.  They 
are  down  to  snne  six  now.  Some  of  them 
sit  opposite;  seme  of  them  are  with  us. 
None  of  them  are  dead*  I  hope ; 
but  at  any  rate  there  are  very  few  left. 
Some  have  been  seduced  by  the  siroi's 
voice  of  the  half-head  of  uie  Ministr)v 
There  they  are  — two  of  them — no, 
thece  are  three,  and  they  have  ac- 
cepted the  advice  of  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman,  and  gone  into  the  thing 
thwoughly.  They  have  trampled  on  their 
scruples,  and  they  have  forgotten  their 
little  remarks  to  theii  electors.  Some  were 
not  asked  to  join  the  Ministry,  and  the 
iron  has  entered  into  their  souls ;  and  with 
the  faithful  leader  of  the  party,  who  be- 
lieves in  the  aboliticxi  of  third  parties,  tiiey 
have  g(Hie  into  a  little  room  of  their  own. 
And  if  the  honoraUe  and  learned  member 
for  Ballarat  says  to-morrow  that  blac^  is 
white  will  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  say  that  it 
is  not?  The  Government  is  absolutely  at 
the  mercy  of  that  eloquent,  inconsistent,  and 
ingenious  gentleman  who  set  out  to  destroy 
a  third  party  by  the  extraordinary  expedi- 
ent of  establishing  four,  and  who  restored 
resptxisible  government  by  putting  in  a  Go- 
vernment which  denounced  the  late  Go- 
vernment because  it  htid  a  crawling" 
policy,  and  has  subsrituted  a  policy  of 
crawling  away  with  tremendous  energy 
and  towards  the  lettuce  of  recess.  TiS 
hcHiorable  and  learned  member  for  Balla* 
rat  is  in  favour  of  the  abolition  of  third 
parties ;  and  I  want  to  know  what  party  he 
is  leading  now  —  the  seawid  party,  the 
third  party — ■  or  the  fourth  party?  At 
any  rate,  he  will  not  acknowledge  such 
men  as  the  honorable  member  for  Kot^cmg, 
the  honorable  member  tcx  Flinders,  tM 
honorable  member  for  Corangamite,  or  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Wan- 
non. 

Mr.  Wilson.— Why  not? 

Mr.  HUGHES.— Why  not?  Ask  me 
not   why   not.   Ask  the  honorable  and 
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learned  member  for  Ballaral.  I  think  that 
this  refusal  of  recognition  gives  the  honor-' 
able  member  for  Corangamite  a  legitimate 
ground  for  complaint  against  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Ballarat.  Are 
those  gentlemen  illegitimate  followers  of  the 
honorable  and  learned  mcnober,  that  he  will 
not  acknowledge  them.  Why  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  will  not  acknow- 
ledge them  I  do  not  know.  Perhaps  the 
room  will  not  hold  any  more.  A  humorous 
effort  was  made  by  a  newspaper  a  little 
while  ago,  when  it  said  that  only  seven  gen- 
tlemen attended  the  alliance  meeting.  How 
many  followed  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat  into  that  little 
room?  And  who  leads  that  other  ccxnbina- 
tion  of  righteous  souls  on  the  Government 
front  cross  bench?  Is  the  honorable  member 
for  M(nra  in  this,  or  that,  or  the  other  com- 
bination? Where  does  he  sit?  Where 
does  he  stand?  Where  is  his  resting  place? 
We  have  a  right  to  know.  The  Prime 
Minister  says  that  the  country  wants  to 
know  all  about  the  alliance  on  this  side. 
What  the  country  really  wants  to  know  all 
about,  is  what  the  present  Government  are 
doing  in  office  ?  The  Government  came  in  to 
ck}  something  that  the  previous  Government 
were  unable  to  do.  The  present  Govern- 
ment came  in  to  restore  responsible  govern- 
ment. When  the  Prime  Minister  sat  in 
Opposition  he  said  that  not  for  twenty-four 
hours  ought  the  Labour  Government  .to  be 
allowed  10  remain  in  power,  for  we  were, 
as  it  were,  cutting  right  into  the  heart  of 
responsible  government— cutting  right  into 
the  heart  of  those  representative  institutions 
under  which  the  Empire  has  reached  its 
present  imposing  proportions.  But  the 
Prime  Minister  never  did  anything  after 
that  Having  counted  noses,  he  found  that 
while  not  a  day  should  be  lost,  many  days 
had  to  be  lost  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  had^ 
no  majority,  and  the  time  went  on. 
Instead  of  challenging  the  late  Go- 
vernment, as  one  would  imagine  such 
a  man  of  principle  would,  he  simply  waited 
until  the  honorable  and  learned  member  few 
Corinella  moved  his  ingenious  little  amend- 
ment. The  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Ballarat,  whose  speech  about  the  Arbi- 
tration Bill  would  have  moved  even  the 
angels  to  admiration,  drafted,  or  assisted  in 
drafting,  that  amendment. 

Mr.  Reid. — Who  drafted  the  proposal  of 
th?  Labour  Partv  as  to  clause  48? 

Mr.  HUGHES.— By  whom  does  the  right 
h(Miorable  gentleman  think  the  proposal  was 
drafted  ? 


Mr.  Reid. — I  have  an  idea  it  was  not 
drafted  in  Melbourne. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  trust  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman  is  not  suggesting  that  we 
have  any  improper  relations  with  any  other 
place. 

Mr.  Rexd.— None  whatever — they  are 
business  relaticHis. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  thought  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  was  going  to  suggest 
that  it  was  not  drafted  on  earth.  The  emana- 
tions from  this  part  of  the  House  are 
deemed  so  suspicious  as  to  lead  to  the  be- 
lief that  they  cc«ne  from  "  below." 

Mr.  Reid. — Ihey  would  be  too  clerer 
down  "  below  "  to  make  the  mess  which  the 
party  of  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
did. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  did  not  smell  any 
brimstone  about  the  amendment ;  but  the 
brimstone  may  have  been  there  all  the  same. 
Anyhow,  it  was  an  amendment  which  the 
right  honorable  member,  while  not  believing 
in  it,  voted  for.  He  was  quite  surprised 
when  the  late  Government  elected  to  make 
it  a  point  on  which  they  should  resign  if 
defeated. 

Mr.  Reid. — No,  I  was  not ;  I  never  ex- 
pressed any  surprise  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— The  right  honorable 
member  said  that  he  could  not  understand 
the  late  Government  resigning  on  a  matter 
of  detail. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  said  I  could  not  understand 
the  honorable  member,  after  making 
the  statement  he  did  in  the  debate  on  the 
Address-in-Reply,  in  reference  to  the  action 
of  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Ballarat,  doing  as  he  did. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— That  is  another  excep- 
tion. 1  notice  that  when  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Bland  declared  his  in- 
tention to  regard  the  amendment  as  serious, 
the  present  Prime  Minister  said,  "Quite 
right !  Quite  right !" 

Mr.  Reid. — I  should  thifik  so. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— There  was  an  oppor- 
tunity iot  the  right  honor^le  gentleman  to 
attain  the  positicai  he  now  occupies.  We 
are  opposed  to  this  Government  because  it 
stands  for  a  policy  that  dare  not  be  enun- 
ciated. What  is  the  Government  policy? 
Why  do  those  organizations  outside,  which 
stand  for  monopoly  and  reaction,  pin  their 
faith  to  the  present  Government?  It  is 
not  because  of  any  declaration  of  policy, 
or  programme,  because  no  dedaratitxi 
has  been  made.  But  they  believe  in 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  at  the  bead 
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of  the  Government,  supported  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Kooyong,  and  the 
Conservative  corner,  and  by  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Bal- 
larat,  whose  principles  are  hazy  to 
a  degree  calculated  to  bring  tears  to  the 
eyes  of  his  friends,  and  joy  to  the  hearts 
of  his  opponents.  They  believe  that  this 
Government  is  the  only  one  that  can  help 
them,  and  that  sooner  or  later,  with,  per- 
haps, a  few  recruits  fnnn  this  side,  the  Go- 
vernment will  be  able  to  put  in  force  that 
policy  for  which  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber, with  as  little  reservation  as  is  possible 
with  him,  says  he  stands.  The  Prime  Min- 
ister stands  for  the  policy  of  the  abolititxi 
of  a  White  Australia. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  honorable  and  learned 
member  will  say  anything  after  that,  and 
he  has  been  saying  a  good  deal. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— The  Prime  Minister 
stands  for  the  policy  of  the  abolitiw  of  a 
White  Australia. 

Mr.  Reid.— What  rubbish! 

Mr.  HUGHES.— The  right  honorable 
gentleman  said  this  afternoon  that  the 
section  which  permitted  the  six  hatters  to 
be  detained  

Mr.  Reid. — Are  not  our  fellow-country- 
men from  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland 
white  people?  The  honorable  and  learned 
member  is  a  disgrace  to  the  people  from 
which  he  sprang,  if  he  takes  any  other  view. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— The  Prime  Minister 
has  declared  himself  against  the  policy  of 
a  MHiite  Australia.  But  I  ask  him  what  he 
is  gcnng  to  do,  not  in  the  matter  of  the  six 
hatters,  but  in  the  matter  of  sue 
potters,  whom  he  is  now  prosecut- 
ing in  Sydney?  Six  potters  were  brought 
all  the  way  from  England  and  landed  in 
this  country.  Although  thev  are  here, 
citizens  of  our  own  flesh  and  blood,  bone 
of  our  bone,  sinew  of  our  sinew,  under  the 
regime  of  the  right  honorable  gentleman  in- 
structions have  been  given  to  the  Solicitor- 
General  of  NeV  South  Wales  to  file  against 
the  man  who  brought  them  here  an  infor- 
mation under  the  section  of  the  Act  which 
did  not  permit  of  the  six  hatters  coming 
in.  Under  the  potters'  thumb  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  now  stands;  the  mark 
of  the  beast  is  on  him. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — What  will  the  Argus 
sav  to-morrow? 

Mr.  HUGHES.— This  is  the  ri^ht  hon- 
orable gentleman  of  whom  the  Daily  Tele- 
graph on  17th  November,  1903,  said — 

Mr.  Reid  has  specifically  annonnced  that  he 
would  eadeavouT,  if  placed  in  office,  to  repeal 


two  enactments  specially  dear  to  the  Labour 
Party,  and  which  were  only  carried  by  the  cot- 
dial  co-operation  of  that  party  with  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Reid.— Hear,  hear;  I  have  not 
repealed  them  yet. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — The  right  honorable 
gentleman  does  not  dare  to  propose  it. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  honorable  and  learned 
member  knows  that  I  am  sworn  to  carry 
out  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  if  I  did 
not  do  it,  he  would  accuse  me  of  treachery 
in  breaking  the  law. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Of  what  did  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  accuse  Sir 
Edmund  Bartm? 

Mr.  HUGHES— The  Daily  Telegraph 
further  said — 

One  of  these  enactments  is  the  notorious  sec- 
tion of  the  Immigration  Restriction  Act,  by  which 
it  was  sought  to  keep  the  six  hatters  out  of  the 
Commonwealth.  The  other  is  the  equally  notori- 
ous section  of  the  Postal  Act  by  which  the  Go- 
Temment  seek  to  prohibit  mail  steamers  from 
carrying  lascar  seamen. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  said  it  to-day  again. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— It  is  a  singular  thing, 
and  something  more  than  a  ocnncidence, 
that  the  right  honorable  gentleman  should 
in  the  last  few  days  have  been  ctxnpelled 
to  bow  down  to  these  two  enactments. 

Mr.  Reid.— To  the  law;  that  is  what  I 
bowed  to. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— He  has  permitted  aa 
information  to  be  laid  against  the  men  to 
wh«n  I  have  referred.  Proceedings  have 
been  directed  to  be  taken  by  the  Depart- 
ment over  which  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man presides  against  a  man  in  SydiKy  for 
importing  six  potters  into  the  State  of  New 
South  Waks  under  omtract 

Mr.  Reid. — And  in  violation  of  the  law, 
which  I  am  worn  to  admiiuster. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  —  And  the  siz  hatteia 
were  introduced  also  in  vicdation  o£  the 
law. 

Mr.  Reid. — On  the  contrary^  they  were 
admitted,  <xi  the  ground  that  their  intro- 
duction was  not  a  violatim  of  the  law. 
That  is  the  answer  to  that  Tlwy  are 
here  now. 

Mr.  HUGHES— The  ri^t  hononUe 
gentleman  seeks  now  to  eracte  die  full  re* 
sponsiUlity  of  his  action.  I  ask  Ae  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Ballarmt 
whether  it  is  not  a  fact  that  the  point  in 
dispute  between  Sir  Edmund  Barton,  as 
Prime  Minister,  and  Mr.  Andnson,  was 
simply  this:  that  Mr.  Anderson  had  not 
sought  that  permission  to  land  those  per- 
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sons  whidi  tbe  Act  required  befrae  persons 
Introduced  under  coDtiOct  ooold  be  ad- 
mitted? 

Mr.  Rbid.— It  was  not  that  at  all. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  —  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat  adcnowledges 
that  I  have  stated  the  matter  ooirectly,  and 
that  is  tbe  refutati(»  of  the  statement  of 
the  Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  RuD. — The  question  was  whether 
they  came  under  that  secticm  <ff  not 

Mr.  HUGHES.— They  had  to  ask  per- 
mission. 

Mr.  Groom. — ^They  had  to  get  a  certi- 
ficate of  exemption. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— Persons  who  had  con- 
tracted to  perform  manual  labour  came 
within  the  secticm. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  question  was  whether 
those  persons  did  come  within  the  sectiOT. 
That  took  a  week  to  find  fHit. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— And  this  is  the  first 
time  tjhe  right  honorable  gentleman  bas 
said,  in  his  denunciati(n  of  the  |»ooeedings 
relating  to  the  six  hatter^  that  this  was  tlie 
matter  to  which  he  took  excepticMi — the 
question  whether  they  came  within  the  sec- 
tor!. What  he  said,  according  to  the 
l}atly  Telegraph,  is  swnething  very  differ- 
ent. According  to  that  newspaper,  he 
objected  to  keep  men  of  our  own  flesh  and 
blood  out  of  the  Commonwealth — our  own 
race,  white  men. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  sav  that  now. 

Mr.  HUGHEa— Yet  tiie  right  honor- 
able  gentleman  now  proposes  to  deport 
tbese  six  unfortunate  potters — at  any  rate 
that  oonld  be  done  under  tbe  sectim — and 
to  imprison  the  unfOTtunate  man  who 
brought  tfaem  here— to  |nralyse  bis  indus- 
try, and  to  drive  out  our  own  flerfi  and 
btood.  The  right  honorable  gentleman  is 
pledged  on  this  question.  "If  I  have 
the  opportunity,'*  he  said,  "  I  will  strike 
this  iniquitous  secticm  out  of  the  Act,"  and 
the  first  thing  he  does  when  .he  has  the 
<^]>pCHtunity  is  to  give  imtructions  for  a 
prosecution  mider  it. 

Mr.  Reid. — What  would  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  say  of  me  if  I  de- 
liberately broke  the  law  of  the  land? 
Would  he  not  denotmce  me? 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  am  not  here  as  a 
magistrate  to  declare  what  I  should  do  with 
tbe  right  honorable  gentleman  if  he  broke 
the  law ;  but,  as  a  m«ttber  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  I  call  upon  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  to  redeem  his  pledge,  and 
strike  that  section  out  of  the  Act  The 
ZTg^t  iKHioraUe  gentleman  not  only  gives 


orders  for  a  prosecution  under  the  Act,  but 
he  says,  "I  am  now  with  men  who  be- 
lieve in  this  Act,  and  I  am  not  goii^  to 
say  one  word  against  it  any  more." 

To  da  a  great  rigkt,  do  a  little  wrong; 
And  curb  tbis  cniel  devil  of  bis  will. 

The  right  faonoraUe  gentleman  talks  of 
breaking  the  law ;  but  if  it  suited  him  be 
would  break  tbe  law  and  tbe  piO[^ets.  He 
asks  why  we  <^pose  the  present  Government 
ooaliticm  ?  I  say,  because  it  stands  uptxi  a 
policy  which  it  dare  not  enunciate.  It 
stands  for  a  policy  which,  so  far  as  it  is 
enunciated,  is  entirely  a  policy  of  negation. 
What  policy  is  the  right  hon(n:abie  gentle- 
man for?  Is  he  for  the  policy  of  White 
Australia,  or  against  it?  He  dmounces 
it  cm  cme  occasion,  and  ytt  aiders  a  prose- 
cution under  the  Act. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  potters  are  white  men, 
not  Uadcfellows.  What  question  of 
'*  White  Australia  "  is  raiaed  white  raea 
coming  here. 

Mr.  HUGHES'.— The  right  honorable 
gentleman  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  sec- 
ticMi,  until  these  potters  came  here.  What 
sort  of  a  White  Australia  would  it  be  if 
tbe  right  honorable  gentleman  had  his  way ; 
or,  rather,  if  the  property-owners,  tbe  Em- 
ployers' Association,  and  tbe  other  non- 
class  institutkms  which  stand  behind  him 
had  their  way?  He  baa  said  that  we  c» 
this  side  are  re^Kxisible  for  every  word 
that  Tom  Mann  has  said. 

Mr.  Malonrv. — A  very  good  man,  too. 

Mr.  HUGHES^I  do  not  know  that  I 
agree  with  everything  that  Tom  Mann  has 
said,  but  I  Imow  that  I  would  much 
rather  stand  by  what  Mr.  Mann  has  said 
than  by  what  Mr.  Walpole  has  said.  Let 
the  Prime  Minister  stand  by  what  Mr. 
Walpole  has  said.  Let  the  ri^t  honorable 
gentleman  go  to  his  own  electOTate  and  ad- 
vocate the  policy  put  forward  by  Mr.  Wal- 
p(^  At  any  rate,  that  would  be  an  honest 
course  to  take. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  did  not  ask  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  to  adrocate  the  cause 
of  the  disloyal  men  behind  him — anarchists 
and  republicans. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— Here  is  a  statesman,  a 
widelv-read  econcHnic  thinker,  and  he  says 
that  the  anarchists  are  behind  us.  A  man 
has  only  to  go  down  to  the  Yarra  Bank  any 
Sunday  he  has  an  hour  to  spare,  and  he 
will  hear  tbe  most  unsparing  denunciation 
of  the  Socialist  Party  by  the  Anarchists, 
and  he  can  hear  the  most  unsparing  denon- 
ciatkm  of  Hie  Labour  Party  by  the  So- 
dalists,  if  he  goes  to  Sydney. 
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Mr.  Reid. — ^They  will  all  vote  for  the 
honorable  and  learned  member's  crowd 
against  ours. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— The  right  honorable 
member  either  does  not  know  what  he  is 
talking  about,  or  is  saying  that  which  is  not 
true.  At  the  last  elections  the  Socialist 
party  declined  to  \'0te  for  our  nominees, 
and  put  up  se\'eral  candidates  of  their  own. 
I  have  been  opposed  on  two  occasions  by 
Socialists,  and  other  members  of  the  party 
to  which  I  belong  have  been  similarly 
opposed.  We  oppose  the  present  Govern- 
ment because  its  policy,  so  far  as  we  can 
understand  it,  is  to  do  nothing,  to  delay, 
and  to  hurry  into  recess.  The  Go- 
vernment have  not  dared  to  enun- 
ciate their  true  policy,  but,  judging 
by  the  appearance  of  those  who  sit 
behind  them,  it  is  a  policy  of  reac- 
tion, a  policy  that  stands  for  monopoly  and 
for  class  legislation,  a  policy  that  would 
paralyze  Industrial  legislation,  and  aims  at 
holding  back  the  sweeping  tide  of  demo- 
cracy. It  is  a  policy  which  is  sup- 
ported in  this  House  by  men  who 
have  abandoned  every  principle  for 
which  they  have  stood.  I  am  not  now 
referring  to  fiscal  principles,  because,  of 
course,  thete  is  a  fiscal  truce.  We  are 
opposed  to  the  Government  because  its  mefm- 
bers  and  those  who  support  it  have  nothing 
in  common  with  each  other.  Take  the  han- 
orable  member  for  Hunter.  What  are  his 
views?  Has  he  anything  in  comm(»i  with 
the  honorable  member  for  Flinders? 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — Yes.  We  represent  ex- 
actly the  same  kind  of  electorates — farming 
constituQides. 

Mr.  Robinson. — ^And  they  do  not  be- 
lieve in  bringing  the  farming  industries  un- 
der the  Arbitrati<m  Bill,  as  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  and  his  party  do. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  —  1  have  only  lately 
realized  what  a  happy  escape  I  have 
made.  I  used  to  sit  with  some  of  those 
honorable  gentlemen,  and  I  thought  that 
they  were  fairly  democratic.  I  now  un- 
derstand that  the  honorable  member  for 
Flinders,  who  is  one  of  the  bulwarks  of 
the  men  with  a  stake  in  the  country  in 
this  great  State  of  Victoria,  and  the  ad- 
vanced democrat  who  took  the  place  of 
the  conservative  Sir  Edmund  Barton,  who 
passed  the  White  Australia  legislation  in 
which  the  Prime  Minister  does  not  believe, 
but  which  he  either  voted  for  or  did  not 
oppose,  have  the  same  opinions.  What 
those  opinions  are  no  one  seems  to  know. 


Directly  (»ie  asks,  "  Are  you  in  favour  of 

this?"  he  is  told,  "  \o,  not  just  now." 
Judging  by  the  men  who  sit  behind  it,  the 
Gcrt'ernment  stands  for  the  policy  of  re- 
action, of  conser\-atism,  of  monopoly,  and 
of  class  legislation.  As  such,  I  stigma- 
tise them,  and  as  such,  I  shall  oppi^ 
them.  The  Prime  Minister  to-night  said 
something  about  fiscalism,  and  contrived, 
in  that  way  of  which  he  is  such  a  master, 
to  make  it  appear  that  we  are  sacrificing 
something  if  we  do  not  stand  by  our  vari- 
ous fiscal  opinions.  I  wish  to  say,  first 
of  all,  that  it  is  true  that  I  stood  with 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  as  a  free- 
trader in  this  Federal  Parliament.  I  will 
not  deny  lhat  I  have  always  been  a  free- 
trader ;  but  I  deny  that  for  five  years 
any  man  knew  whether  I  was  a  protec- 
tionist or  a  free-trader.  In  New  South 
Wales  I  sat  behind  the  Government  of 
which  the  right  honorable  member  was  at 
the  head  as  a  member  of  a  party  which 
had  simk  the  fiscal  issue.  One  of  the  rea- 
sons why  the  honorable  member  for  Par- 
ramatta  left  that  party  was  that  it  sank 
the  fiscal  issue,  which  he  regarded  as  of 
paramount  importance. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^That  is  absolutely 
incorrect. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  thank  the  honorable 
member  for  those  words,  for  when  he  says 
that,  I  know  that  everything  is  right. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member  is  a  good  judge  of  what  is 
right,  and  what  is  wrong. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  am  indeed.  I  have 
seen  the  honorable  member  do  so  few  ri^ 
things,  and  so  many  wrong  things,  that  I 
am  an  excellent  judge.  he  did  right, 

I  supported  him ;  but  when  he  did  wrong. 
I  ceased  to  support  him,  and  he  went  down,, 
and  has  never  been  up  since. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  h(Hx>rable  and 
learned  member  never  did  any  wrone  in  his 
life. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  thank  the  honorable 
member.  I  shall  get  him  to  sign  that  state- 
ment, so  that  should  I  lose  my  present 
position,  I  may  have  a  character  which  will 
take  me  anywhere. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member  is  a  regular  George  Wash- 
ington. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  thank  the  honorable 
member  a^ain.  The  Prime  Minister 
said  to  night  that  we  should  stand  by  our 
fiscal  opinions.  For  five  vears  in  N"ew 
South  Wales,  the  partv  to  which  I  belong 
supported  the  Government  which  be  led. 
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At  that  time,  we  were  against  having  any- 
thing to  do  with,  or  to  say  upon,  the  fiscal 
question.  I  was  elected  on  the  first  oc- 
casion in  opposition  to  a  notAinee  of  my 
right  hcxiorable  friend;  but  afterwards,  he 
did  not  oppose  me,  because  he  was  afraid 
that,  if  be  did,  some  one  who  would  sit  in 
opposition  to  hu  Government  would  be 
elected.  There  was,  therefore,  an  alliance 
between  himself  and  myself,  and  between 
himself  and  the  party  b>  which  I  belong. 
That  alliance  existed  de  facto  for  three 
elections.  We  went  to  the  country  together, 
and  we  worked  together  harmoniously.  It 
was  cxily  in  rare  instances  that  a  candidate 
of  one  party  was  opposed  by  a  candidatl^ 
of  the  other.  During  those  four  or  five 
years,  the  right  honorable  gentleman  di^d 
not  say  a  word  against  our  caucus  methods 
or  pledges.  He  was  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  party,  and  was  delighted  with  the  way 
in  which  we  supported  him.  . 

Mr.  Reid. — The  honorable  and  learned 
member  is  entirely  wrong  again.  I  publicly 
denounced  the  methods  of  the  party  during 
the  elections  of  1S94. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— The  right  honorable 
member  denounced  us  in  1894,  before  we 
suppcHted  him,  but  after  we  suppwted  him 
he  discontinued  his  denunciations  until 
1899,  when  wc  were  again  opposed  to  him, 
and  he  again  denounced  us. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  would  take  support  from 
any  one  who  would  \'Ote  with  me. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— Even  the  section  of  the 
Labour  Party  which  supported  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  after  1 899  were  not  de- 
nounced.   Only  quite  lately  he  said  nice 
things  of  the  honorable  member  for  Cano- 
bolas  and  mvself,  and  exempted  us  from  the 
avalanche  of  criticism  which  he  levelled 
against  our  party  generally.    yiTe  had  done 
all  that  wa^  right,  and  he  gave  us  a  char- 
acter like  that  which  the  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta  has  just  given  to  me.  I'he 
Labour  Partv  in  New  South  Wales,  fot  five 
years,  supported  a  Ministry  headed  by  the 
right  honorable  member,  and  went  to  the 
country  practically  in  alliance  with  him.  He 
cannot,  and  does  not,  deny  that.    We  sup- 
ported him,  and  he  supported  us.  After 
five  years  we  had  to  put  the  right  honorable 
member  out.  and   we   put  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume  in.  The  latter  introduced 
legislation  of  which  we  approved,  and  a 
great  deal  more  of  it  than  the  right  honor- 
able member  had  given  to  us.    The  Prime 
Minister  said  the  other  night  that  we  had 
squeezed  more  out  of  the  honorable  member 


for  Hume  in  two  years  than  out  of  him  in 
five  years  ;  but  the  truth  is  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume  proved  himself  so  much 
the  better  democrat,  that  in  two  or  three 
years  he  gave  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales  more  and  better  democratic  legis- 
lation than  the  right  honorable  member  had 
given  to  them  in  five  years.   That  is  a  fact. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — ^Legislation  that  he  origin- 
ally opposed. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — That  is  not  so. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  know  that  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Dalley  did  not  oppose 
that  legislation. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — I  supported  certain  legis- 
lation, but  not  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume. 

Mr.  HUGHES.  —  We  supported  that 
legislation.  The  honorable  member  knows 
very  well,  because  be  is  perfectly  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  that  we  supported  legislation  intro- 
duced by  the  honorable  member  for  Hume, 
who  proved  himself  to  be  at  least  as  good 
a  democrat  and  a  statesman  as  the  Prime 
Minister.  We  passed  legislation  under 
his  leadership  which  stands  on  the  statute- 
book  of  New  South  Wales  to-clay,  and  which 
has  done  for  the  people  of  that  State  much 
that  is  good.  Very  many  people  bless  the 
name  of  the  Government  that  introduced 
and  passed  such  legislation.  Now  we  are 
told  that  we  must  stand  fast  by  our  fiscal 
opini(xis.  This  admonition  comes  from  a 
gentleman  wh<^  all  his  life,  has  been  a 
free-trader.  He  is  a  free-trader  first, 
last,  and  all  the  time.  Now  I  am  not  a 
free-trader,  first,  last,  and  all  the  time.  I 
am  a  member  of  the  Federal  Latiour  Party, 
a  member  of  the  Labour  Party  of  Aus- 
tralia, and  I  believe  the  aims  of  that  party 
to  be  infinitely  more  important  than  fiscal- 
ism.  I  have  declared  not  once,  but  a  hun- 
dred times,  in  the  Farliameoft  of  New 
South  Wales,  that  I  was  in  favour  of  the 
labour  platform  as  opposed  to  fiscalism. 
The  Prime  Minister  never  said  a 
word  when  Mr.  McGowen  and  Air.  Arthur 
Griffith  and  other  men  who  were  solid  pro- 
tectionists gave  his  Free-trade  Administra- 
tion for  five  years  their  consistent  support. 
He  never  said  (hat  they  were  betraying  their 
principles.  He  accepted  from  Mr. 
McGowen,  and  Mr.  Griffith,  and  others, 
their  faithful  and  unswerving  support,  ami 
he  relied  upon  them.  Now  he  says  that 
we  must  not,  at  this  stage,  do  what  we  did 
then.  As  to  what  I  am  going  to  do  upon  the 
fiscal   question   in   this   Parliament,  my 
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posidon  is  abundantly  clear.  I  was 
returned  to  revise  the  Tariff,  and  to 
support  the  right  honOTable  gentleman 
in  doing  it.  My  hcmorable  friend, 
like  the  brave  old  wairioi  that  he  is,  never 
tried  to  do  it.  I  remember  him  saying — 
when  we  members  of  the  late  Labour  Party 
in  New  South  Wales  said  that  Federati(Hi 
would  kill  free-trade,  and  when  be  knew 
it — "Let  us  have  Federation,  and  I  will 
fight  like  a  tiger  for  free-trade." 

Mr.  Reid. — ^And  so  I  did — more  than 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  ever 
did.  Not  once  did  he  stand  upon  the  plat- 
form with  me  in  support  of  that  policy. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— That  is  one  thing  that 
stands  to  my  eternal  credit. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^The  honorable  and  learned 
member  took  my  flag  and  my  support,  but 
did  not  back  me  np. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  never  had,  in  my 
electorate,  any  man  outside  of  my  own 
party  who  said  one  word  in  my  favour.  I 
never  asked  for  it,  and  the  greatest  boon  that 
they  could  confer  upon  me  was  to  keep  away. 

Mr.  Reid. — What? 

Mr.  HUGHES.— The  greatest  boon  the>' 
could  confer  upon  me  was  to  keep  awav. 

Mr.  Reid.— Who  are  "thcv  "? 

Mr.  HUGHES.— They  are  "they;" 
ye  are  ''thej."  I  am  not  denjring,  and  T 
have  ne^-er  denied  that  I  was  ready  oioagh 
to  accept  tihe  stipport  of  die  Free-trade 
Party,  and  they  have  always  been  ready 
enough  to  accept  mine. 

Mr.  WiLKS.— Did  not  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  ask  for  the  support  of  the 
Free-trade  Partv? 

Mr.  HUGHES.— Undoubtedly  I  did. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — And  received  it  to 
a  very  material  extent 

Mr.  Reid. — When  the  storm  was  on  the 
honcKable  and  learned  member  was  very 
good  to  me;  we  got  on  splendidly. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  had  a  right,  occupy- 
ing the  position  that  T  did,  to  know  whe- 
ther or  not  the  Free-trade  Party  proposed 
to  support  my  candidature  as  a  labour  re- 
presentative, and  I  asked  the  right  tiOTOr- 
able  gentleman  whether  he  proposed  to  sup- 
port me,  and  he  said,  "Of  course."  I  had 
a  right  to  expect  that»  because  for  four  pre- 
vious elections  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man had  supported  me. 

Mr.  RxxD. — When  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  «plained  that  he  was  free 
on  the  fiscal  question  I  was  quite  satisfied. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— On  the  fiscal  question, 
I  was  returned  to  this  Parliament  to  revise 


the  Tariff,  and  I  followed  my  right  hcmor- 
able friend,  because  he  was  the  reviser. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^And  now  the  honorable  and 
learned  meniber  is  follciwing  the  honorable 
member  for  IndL 

Mr.  HUGHES.— For  two  and  a  half 
hours  I  listened  to  the  right  honorable 
gentleman,  and  did  not  interject  once,  and 
I  cannot  go  on  if  he  persistently  interrupts 
me. 

Mr.  Reid.  —  I  lAtaXk  not  do  so  any 
further* 

Mr.  HUGHES.  —  The  right  hoooraUe 
gentleman  was  returned  here  to  revise  the 
Tariff.  Now,  what  did  he  say?  He  is 
reported  in  the  Sydney  Dailf  Td£grapk  of 
x8th  August,  1903,  as  having  ipdcen  as 
fcdiows: — 

I  want  to  tell  yon  frankly  that,  altbougk  mil 
sorts  of  tcn^totiOKS  kave  been  addreased  to  me 
to  link  the  facaX  quettion,  and  altkough  I  belierc 
I  would  be  an  infinitely  stronger  man,  so  far  as 
the  whole  of  Australia  is  concerned,  if  I  would 
only  sink  this  question,  I  cannol  do  it.  Uy  whole 
public  career  would  be  a  fraud  if  I  endeavoured 
to  get  political  power  by  sacrificing  the  great 
principle  of  my  political  existence. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^Hear,  hear  I 

Mr.  HUGHES.— Now  tiie  right  honor- 
able gendeman  is  a  free-erader  first,  last, 
and  all  the  tim&  I  am  not,  and  never 
have  been,  and  do  not  want  to  be.  I 
believe  diat  free-trade  is  a  better  pcrficy 
than  protection,  but  I  have  declared,  and  1 
say  again,  that  the  planks  of  the  labour 
platform  are  infinttriy  mcve  important  to 
me  than  any  form  of  fiscalism.  Does  the 
right  honoiable  gentleman  say  that  a 
White  Australia — oc  t^ha:  a  Black  Austra- 
lia— is  more  important  to  hiai  than  fiscal- 
ism?  No.  He  says  free-trade  is  to  him 
the  begimiing  and  end  of  emythh^;  and 
yet  then  be  sks  in  calm  community  with 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Custocns^  the 
Treasurer,  and  the  Minister  of  Deferxx. 
These  three  protecdooists  and  modier 
leaven  the  lump.  The  right  hoDorable 
gentleman  has  sunk  his  fiscal  belief.  He 
is  in  favour  of  amending  the  Immigration 
Restrictim  Act  with  a  view  to  rexnoving 
the  present  testrictions  upon  the  immigra- 
tion of  contract  labourers,  but  he  will  not 
do  that  at  this  stage,  because  his  friends 
in  the  Ministry  do  not  agree  with  him.  In 
fact,  the  right  honoxabre  gentleman  is  a 
seething  volcano  of  convictiaDs,  but  he 
cannot  find  an  (^portunity  to  carry  then 
into  effect  He  says  he  will  fight  like  a 
tiger  for  free-trade,  and  he  will  fight  more 
like  a  hyena  to  carry  out  bis  other  oonvic- 
Uons  ;  but  dzcumitancea  are  not  f avotaUe^ 
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and  be  cannot  go  oo.      He  asks  us  to 
formulate  in  detail  our  objections  to  the 
Government     Why,  it  is  with  diflScuUy 
that  we  can  bring  ourselves  to  ccHisider  the 
claims  of  such  a  combination  to  wdinaiy 
treatment.     Consider    the  drcnmstances 
under  whidi  the  late  Government  came  into 
cffioe,  and  tiie  cmditk»s  under  which  they 
were  thrown  out     Consider  the  premise 
we  got  from  the  honorable  and  learned 
member   for   Ballarat   that   we  should 
have    fair    play.      Consider    the  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  the  Concilia- 
tion   and    Arbitration    Bill.  Consider 
the  volume   of   opinion   in   this  House 
that  had  led  the  country  to  believe  it  was  in 
favour  of  the  whole  of  that  measure,  and 
consider  how  it  changed  the  moment  that 
we  assumed  control  ot  it    The  head  of 
tKe  fourth  party,  or  the  third  party  in  this 
Chamber — ^the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat — ^wanted  to  give  us  fair 
play.    He   himself  said  so.    He  was  in 
favour  of  entering  into  an  alliance  with  Us. 
That  honorable  and  learned  member  who 
is  opposed  to  the  existence  of  third  parties 
and  to  the  methods  of  the  Labour  Party, 
made  overtures  to  us  scxne  considerable  time 
before  the  House  met,  that  we  should  join 
with  him.    He  did  not  qualify  those  over- 
tures with  any  objection  to  our  methods, 
to  those  irresponsible  persons  outnde  of 
Parliament,  to  the  caucus,  to  the  pledge,  or 
to  anything  else.    He  was  willing  to  ally 
himself  with  our  party,  ignoring  what  he 
now  professes  to  regard  as  blemishes  in 
our  movement  and  platform.    The  House 
met.    He  was  still  in  favour  of  an  alliance, 
so  much  in  favour  of  an  alliance  as  such, 
irrespective  of  the  party  with  whom  he 
allied  himself,  that  he  was  also  in  favour 
of  an  alliance  with  the  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney.    That  was,  in- 
deed, putting  the  virtues  of  an  alliance  be- 
fore anything  else.    He  made  overtures  to 
the  right  honoiable  member  for  East  Sydney, 
and  to  us.   We  were  unable  to  agree  to  his 
overtures.     The  right  hOTorable  member 
for  East  Sydney  was  in  a  very  different 
position.    He  had  taken  a  very  rapid  bird's 
eye  view  of  the  situation,  and  saw  clearly 
enough  that  there  was  no  hope  from  fiscal 
strife,  or  anvthing  in  that  direction.  He 
knows  when  he  is  "  licked,"  and  says  sa 
Anybody  who  has  watched  his  career  would 
know  so  much  without  his  saying  so.  No 
man  accepts  defeat  more  readily,  or  de- 
clares it  more  readily,  when  it  suits  his  pur- 
pose to  do  sa   The'  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat  was  negotiating  with 


two  parties  at  the  same  time.  The  right  hon- 
orable member  for  East  Sydney  objected  to 
that.  The  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Ballarat  said  he  was  very  soiry,  but 
could  not  help  it.  It  was  one  of  the 
consequences  of  lus  insatiate  desire  for  an 
alliance  of  some  sort,  and  if  there  had  been 
three  or  four  parties  in  the  House,  doubt- 
less he  would  have  offered  to  ally  himself 
with  every  one  of  them.  That  is  why  I 
cannot  understand  why  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Corangamjte  has  not  been  admitted 
to  the  little  room  in  which  the  Ministerial 
piotectionists  meet.  Yet,  although  the  hon- 
oiable and  learned  member  for  Ballarat 
wanted  to  ally  himself  with  the  Labour 
Party,  because  he  conceived  it  would  be  a 
natural  alliance  with  the  Liberal  Party 
which  hd  was  leading,  be  now  stands  behind 
the  present  Ministry,  the  bead  of  wbidi  says 
he  is  glad  to  intimate  that  the  h(»u»able  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat  is  his  warmest 
fridnd,  and  that  he  has  now  only  one  mis- 
sion in  life,  namely,  to  bring  the  blessings 
of  brotherly  love  to  the  people  of  Victoria 
from  those  of  New  South  Wales.  He  de- 
clared that  his  one  mission  in  life  is  to  bear 
the  olive  branch.  He  desires  to  embrace 
al)  the  people  of  Victoria.  He  loves  them 
so  much  that  he  wishes  thcAn  to  understand 
that  those  cruel  things  which  he  uttered  a 
little  time  ago,  were  uttered  in  a  frenzy,  and 
must  not  be  ccmridered  seriously.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Age  of  17th  May,  1904 — 

There  it  really  a  good  deal  of  humour  in  poU< 
tics  "  would  men  obtervingly  distil  it  out."  Oue 
exquisite  piece  of  it  lies  in  the  tearful  yeamiogs 
of  the  inventor  of  the  Petriana  Myth  towards 
Mr.  Deakin.  Only  a  few  months  ago,  when  the 
local  free-tjftde  press  was  vainly  trying  to  get 
the  Victorian  electors  to  accept  Mr.  Kcid's  nomi- 
nees and  throw  over  those  of  Mr.  Deakin,  no 
abuse  was  too  rabid,  and  do  falsehood  too  foul, 
with  which  to  beipattef  the  protectionist  leader. 
He  was  held  up  to  the  odium  of  the  world  at 
targe  as  a  man  who  pushed  shipwrecked  sailors 
bacic  into  the  sea,  ana  denied  them  a  foothold  in 
Australia.  When  Mr.  Deakin  branded  these 
fictions  with  the  name  of  the  "  Peiriana  Myth," 
and  proved  by  irrefragable  documents  that  bis 
accnsers  had  deliberately  invented  theii  accusa- 
tions, he  was  told  that  he  was  a  mere  tool  of  the 
Labour  Party,  ready  to  cling  to  Office  by  any 
means,  however  grovelling. 

That  represents  the  attitude  of  the  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney  towards 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bal- 
larat a  little  time  ago.   Now  all  is  changed. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  never  made  such  a  state- 
ment, and  only  the  Age,  would  say  so.  It 
is  an  absolutely  false  statdnent. 

Mr.  HUGHES— Anyhow,  the  Age 
does  say   sa   When  the  late  Government 
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came  into  office,  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat  was  still  smarting  un- 
der these  gentle,  amicable  olive  branch  over- 
tures on  the  part  of  the  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney,  and  he  would  not 
look  at  him.  On  the  contrary,  he  declared 
that  hd  was  one  of  our  wannest  friends- 
According  to  the  Age  of  19th  May,  of  the 
present  year — • 

When  Ml.  Watson  sat  down  yesterday,  after 
making  bis  statement  to  the  House,  of  the  Minis- 
teiiaJ  programme  for  the  current  session,  Mr. 
DeakiQ  rose  and  complimented  him  on  having 
announced  a  policy  almost  identical  with  that 
which  had  been  agreed  upon  between  Mr.  Reid 
and  himself. 

The  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Ballarat  promised  that  we  should  receive 
fair  play.  At  that  time  he  was  not  opposed 
to  our  party  to  the  extent  to  which  he  has 
latterly  betrayed  himself,  but  he  was  still 
angling  for  a  coalition  with  the  supporters 
of  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney.  Upon  20th  May  last  the  Age 
said — 

The  liberal  caucus  has  silenced  the  cry  of  con- 
servative coalition. 

The  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bal- 
larat did  not  begin  to  see  the  vices  which 
are  inherent  in  the  organization  of  the  La- 
bour Party  until  some  time  after.  Possibly 
he  thought  that  the  Watsoi  Government 
would  fall  into  decrepitude  and  decay 
almost  before  it  was  out  of  its  swaddliing 
clothes.  Possibly  he  hoped  for  the  very 
best — that  is,  for  the  very  worst.  Perhaps 
he  thought  that  we  should  require  his  assist- 
ance— that  we  should  run  to  him,  as  to  a 
foster  mother.  At  any  rate,  we  were  pro- 
mised fair  play  at  his  hands,  and  we  ex- 
pected to  receitve  it.  He  urged  then,  as  the 
chief  reascai  why  he  acted  as  he  did,  that 
three  parties  in  the  House  were  imdesirable, 
and  rendered  constitutional  government  im- 
possible. Upon  23rd  May  last  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  had  altered  his 
opiniicms  to  such  an  extent  that  the  Age 
made  the  following  remarks — 

Mr.  Deakin  is  at  great  pains  to  emphasize  the 
differences  between  himself  and  Mr.  Watson,  and 
to  minimue  the  points  of  dissimilarity  between 
himself  and  Mr.  Reid.  .  .  .  Having  admitted 
that  the  business  programmes  are  identical,  he 
flies  off  to  something  which  Mr.  WatsoD  hat  out- 
lined as  possible  work  for  another  session ;  and 
so,  as  there  are  no  difficulties  for  to-day  drags  in 
possible  dilTerences  of  the  future.  That  is  not  the 
attitude  of  a  friendly  critic,  and  shows  a  dis- 
position of  mind  which  is  anxious  to  cause 
a  quarrel.  But  the  singular  thing  is  that  the 
leader  who  thus  strains  after  something  to  justify 
him  in  opposing  men  to  whom  he  has  promised  a 
fair  trial  quite  ignores  the  dangerous  differences  I 
Mr.  Hughes. 


whicb  ought  to  have  guarded  him  agunst  all 

firesent  thought  of  coalition  with  the  free-trade 
eader. 

Here  then,  the  honcn-able  and  leameid  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  begins  to  evidence  that  ob- 
jection to  the  Labour  Party  which  latterly 
has  become  accentuated.  Now  he  is  not 
only  opposed  to  third  parties  as  such,  but 
he  is  opposed  to  the  Labotu:  Party  as  such 
— the  very  party  with  which,  a  few  weeks 
or  a  few  months  ago,  he  was  perfectly  will- 
ing to  ally  himself,  upon  almost  any  terms 
— at  any  rate  upOT  equal  terms.  As  to 
this  coaliticm,  to  which  m^  honorable  and 
learned  friend  has  lent  his  powerful  aid, 
but  to  which  he  has  not  ooaunitted  himself 
body  and  soul,  I  would  remind  the  Hotlie 
that  as  formerly  projected,  it  was  dealt  with 
by  the  Age  in  its  issue  of  26th  May  last.* 
I  understand  that  the  present  coalition  is 
the  lineal  descendant  of  that  first  proposed. 
I  presume  that  the  basis  which  supported 
the  one  first  proposed  supports  the  pre- 
sent. May  I  ask  the  Prime  Minister  for  an 
approving  ix>d. 

Mr.  ^iD. — The  honorable  and  learned 
member  will  not  allow  me  to  interrupt 

Mr.  HUGHES.— Jove  sleeps.  I  pre- 
sume that  the  present  coalition  is  the  tataH^ 
as  that  which  formed  the  subject  of  the 
famous  effort  made  by  the  homnU^le  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat. 

Mr.  Watson. — He  said  stxne  time  ago 
that  it  was  not  the  same ;  therefore,  there 
has  been  no  public  notice  of  the  under- 
standing. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— If  it  be  not  the  old 
coalition,  what  is  it?  What  guarantee  has 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  itxc  Bal- 
larat that  it  is  going  to  do  that  whidi  he 
said  it  would  ?  Wher^  is  the  agreement  for 
the  maintenance  of  a  White  Australia?  Has 
my  honorable  and  learned  friend  not  ob- 
tained it  ?  I  believe  that  he  has.  Can  he 
rely  on  it?  Z  believe  that  he  cannot?  Is 
he  satisfied  with  a  mere  declaration?  Does 
he  not  desire  that  it  shall  be  in  black  anU 
white?  Will  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber who  does  not  believe  in  written  pledges 
take  the  mere  ifse  dixit  of  my  right  hoimr- 
able  friend  in  this  matter  ?  I  do  not  think 
that  he  will.  I  think  he  betrays  a  weak- 
ness in  this  little  matter  fcv  black  and  white. 
And  the  Prime  Minister,  who  has  nothing 
but  scorn  for  the  labour  pledge,  says  of  the 
terms  of  the  alliance,  "  Let  us  see  it  in  black 
and  white."  Will  he  not  take  the  word  of  an 
honorable  member  ?  It  is,  nevertheless,  very 
convenient  apparently  to  have  everything 
I  in  blade  and  whitb    Now,  this  u  wtiat  the 
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Age  said  of  the  coalition  as  first  proposed 
in  its  issue  of  36th  May  last: — 

It  may  be  at  once  conceded  that  if  a  coalition 
were  necessary  to  make  a  policy  effective,  or  to 
avoid  any  great  danger  to  the  integrity  of  par- 
ties, a  coalition  between 'the  Liberals  and  the 
Labour  Government  would  be  quite  a  natural  one. 
It  would  be  a  coming  together  of  the  two  great 
branches  of  the  Liberal  party — a  union  mostly 
of  af&nities  as  contrasted  with  a  union  of  discords 
in  the  proposed  coalition  with  the  conservative 
free-traders. 

Here,  Ahen,  we  find  that  the  Age  em- 
phasized that  coalition  which  it  believed 
ought  to  have  been  effected.  The  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Ballarat  was 
in  favour  cf  that  coalition,  but  it  did  not 
oome  about,  and  he  has  ever  unce  consist- 
ently opposed  the  party  to  which  I  belcmg. 
I  have  merely  a  few  more  words  to  say  on 
the  attitude  of  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat,  and  I  shall 
have  done.  The  honorable  and  learned 
member  was  in  ofiice  for  nearly  three 
years  as  a  member  of  the  Barton  Go- 
vernment. During  that  time  the  Labour 
Party  supported  him,  and  he  never  said  a 
word  against  it  Then  he  became  Prime 
Minister,  the  Labour  Party  supported  him, 
and  he  still  was  silent  as  to  our 
organisation  and  our  methods.  He 
next  went  to  the  country,  and  the 
verdict  was  so  much  in  our  favour 
that  he  thought  it  would  be  unwise  to  ctxi- 
tinue  without  our  aid.  He  then  requested 
us  to  join  him.  He  made  overtures  of 
the  most  liberal  character  to  tts,  and  said 
not  tMie  word  against  our  pledge,  our 
methods,  or  our  outside  organizations.  He 
did  this  publicly,  in  his  Ballarat  speech, 
and  sutwequently  privately.  We  did 
not  accept  those  overtures.  He  hoped 
by  decisive  action,  possibly,  to  bring  us 
to  his  way  of  thinking.  Following  that, 
he  offered  to  coalesce  with  the  right 
honorable  memb^  for  East  Sydney.  He 
still  hoped,  I  believe,  during  all  this  time, 
to  coalesce  with  us.  He  never  shut  the 
door  to  a  coalition  with  the  Labour  Party 
even  while  he  was  endeavouring  to  coalesce 
with  the  party  led  by  the  present  Prime 
Minister.  After  that  coalition  had  been 
consummated,  however,  he  denounced  our 
methods,  although  not  to  the  extent  he  has 
since  done.  He  denounced  third-party  Go- 
vernment, the  methods  of  our  selectira,  and 
everything  in  connexion  with  us.  He  de- 
manded that  the  Labour  Party,  because  of 
these  things,  should  go  out.  At  the  very 
time  that  he  was  willing  to  coalesce  with 
our  party  he  had  apparently  some  over- 


whelming objecticm  to  us.  As  time  went 
on  his  denunciations  became  more  bitter. 
And  so  we  come  tiown  to  the  present 
day.  We  find  that  for  three  years  he 
accepted  our  support,  and  said  no- 
thing against  us.  We  find  him  during  all 
this  time  willing  to  accept  the  aid 
that  we  would  give  him,  glorifying 
in  it,  and  willing  enough  to  join  with  us 
in  preference  to  coalescing  with  the  party 
led  by  the  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney.  Having  coalesced  with  that 
party,  however,  he  gradually  withdrew  that 
fair-play  treatment  that  he  had  so  liberally 
promised,  and  now  we  have  not  a  more 
consistent  c^pcment  than  is  my  hcMiorable 
and  learned  friend.  That  is  a  very  sad- 
dening reflection,  and  it  is  a  matter  which 
I  should  be  glad  to  hear  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  attempt  to  explain.  On  a 
previous  occasion  he  smarted  so  much  under 
some  criticisms  that  I  had  offered,  that  he 
made  some  personal  accusations  against  me 
— accusations  which  perhaps  would  have 
come  better  from  some  other  man — but  I 
ask  him  now  to  endeavour  to  explain,  if  he 
can,  not  to  me,  but  to  the  country,  the  atti- 
tude at  present  taken  up  by  him.  I  call 
upon  him  to  explain  his  opposition  to  third 
parties,  when  he  himself  leads  stich  a  third 
party ;  that  little  band  of  honorable  mem- 
bers who  go  with  him  to  the  little  roOTti  to 
which  I  have  referred .  I  ask  him  to 
say  whether  the  members  of  that  little  band 
owe  allegiance  first  to  him,  or  to  the  Go- 
vernment. I  ask  him  to  say  where  he 
stands  with  the  omservative  phalanx  on 
the  front  cross  bench  on  the  Govenmient 
side,  and  also  to  state  bow  he  stands 
in  regard  to  democracy  in  Australia,  in 
regard  to  the  policy  of  a  White  Australia, 
and  to  that  reversal  of  such  a  |x)licy  which 
the  Prime  Minister  has  promised.  The 
people  of  Australia  have  a  right  to  receive 
an  answer  to  these  questions.  If  they 
be  answered,  we  shall  know  something 
about  majority  rule ;  we  shall  then  learn 
who  is  ruling  the  countrv — whether  the 
little  band  behind  my  honorable  and 
learned  friend  control  it,  whether  it 
is  run  by  the  conservative  phalanx  in  the 
Government  comer,  or  whether  it  is  con- 
trolled by  mv  right  honorable  friend  who 
has  placed  himself  in  the  hands  of  outside 
class  organizations,  employers'  unions,  and 
property-owners'  associations  to  such  an 
extent  that  he  stands  here  to-day  without 
a  declared  policy,  except  that  of  getting  into 
recess.  He  has  thrown  over  the  High  Com- 
missioner Bill.    Where  is  the  right  honor- 
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able  member  whose  last  "Swan"  stmg 
amused  the  late  Governmient  ?  He  has 
been  thrown  over  because  the  Government's 
march  to  a  speedy  recess  would  not  be 
expedited  by  the  introduction  of  the  High 
Commissioner  Bill.  The  Prime  Minister 
has  inquired  why  we  are  opposed  to  him, 
and  has  requested  us  to  formulate  some  rea- 
son for  seeking  to  displace  him.  The 
late  Government  were  butchered  in  the 
most  cowardly  and  unprecedented 
fashion  by  honorable  members  who  had 
not  the  courage  to  formulate  in  detail  their 
reasons  for  displacing  it,  and  were  unable 
to  deal  with  us  as  every  other  Government 
has  beoi  dealt  with  in  this  House,  irres- 
pective of  from  what  section  of  the  House 
it  came.  This  Government^  which  comes 
into  office  with  its  hands  stained  with  the 
last  Government's  blood,  composed  of  hon- 
orable members  who  have  abandoned  their 
principles,  and  have  nothing  in  common 
save  a  desire  to  remain  where  they  are,  now 
ask  for  consideration.  If  the  Government 
wish  to  know  why  we  are  opposed  to  it,  let 
me  say  that  it  is  because  it  stands  for  re- 
action, for  monopoly,  for  class  legislation, 
and  for  what  it  terms  "  anti-Socialism."  I 
shall  not  deal  with  that  phase  of  the  ques- 
tion, for  it  has  already  been  dealt  with 
by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  The 
difference  between  the  policy  of  our  party 
and  that  of  the  Goveiiuiient,  so  far  as  it 
has  been  enunciated  this  afternoon  by  my 
right  honorable  friend,  may  be  briefly 
stated.  The  Prime  Minister  says  the  dif- 
ference between  his  party  and  ours,  so  far 
as  Socialism  is  concerned,  is  that  while 
we  are  prepared  to  gp  to  extremes — to 
socialize  everything — he  will  only  go  a  cer- 
tain length  in  that  direction.^  I  appeal 
to  him  to  be  specific  in  this  matter,  and 
to  tell  us  at  what  particular  point  he  will 
stop.  Where  will  he  stop?  As  for  us, 
our  policy  is  clear,  and  our 
methods  are  open  to  all  men.  We 
•would  sodalize  everything  whep,  and 
only  when,  it  became  a  monopoly. 
When  it  is  necessary  in  the  interests  of 
the  community  to  socialize  anything,  is 
when,  in  our  opinion,  it  has  become  a  mono- 
poly, and,  therefore,  dangerous  to  human 
liberty.  Let  my  right  honorable  friend 
dare  to  say  what  his  masters  outside 
wish  him  to  say,  that  he  stands  against 
Socialism  in  that  direction,  and  that  he 
will  not  nationalize  monopolies  because  the 
employers'  assodatlons  outside  and  other 
associations — class  assodations — that  he 
stands  for,  are  in  favour  of  them.  We 

Mr.  Hughes, 


are  opposed  to  this  Government,  because  it 
has  no  policy.  We  are  opposed  to  it,  be- 
cause it  threatens  us  with  a  dissolution  if 
we  dare  to  do  anything  against  it.  We 
are  opposed  to  it  because  it  is  made  up  of 
men  who  have  nothing  in  common.  We 
are  opposed  to  it  because  it  crawls  on  all 
fours  towards  recess,  and  because  it  stands 
for  nothing  but  reaction. 

Mr.  Reid.'— Has  the  honorable  gentle- 
man got  to  the  peroration  yet  ? 

Mr.  HUGHES.— Peroration,  with  an 
individual  like  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man sitting  in  front  of  me  !  He  interrupts 
in  such  a  way  that  Demosthenes  himself 
would  be  unable  to  perorate  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. If  I  were  to  perorate  as  I 
should  like  to  do,  I  should  tell  of  a  man 
who  has  ^amefully  betrayed  his  hustings 
pledges,  as  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
has  done,  and  it  would  be  a  peroration  that 
would  burn  into  his  heart  and  mind,  and 
be  engraven  there  for  ever.  It  would  be 
a  peroration  that  would  penetrate  even  that 
pachydermatous  hide  of  his  that  no  ordinary 
criticism  seems  to  be  able  to  pierce.  He 
would  not  then  sneer  about  a  peroration,  but 
would  betake  himself  to  sane  quiet,  se- 
cluded r«x$s,  where  he  amid  oommune 
with  himself  and  ask  whether  repentance 
was  not  possible  We  have  no  confidence 
In  this  Government,  we  can  have  ixvie,  and. 
therefore,  we  oppose  it  I  believe  tiiat  if 
an  appeal  were  made  to  the  coontry,  the 
people  of  Australia  would  be  cmly  too  ready 
to  approve  our  opinions  as  to  this 
Ministry.  We  believe  that  this  Go- 
vernment does  not  occupy  the  Trea- 
sury bench  by  the  will  of  the  people 
of  Australia.  We  say  that  it  is  there  first 
of  all  by  ii  trick,  and  secondly  as  the  resuh 
of  a  ccnnbination  of  men  who  have 
abandoied  their  principles.  Not  all  of 
them;  I  do  not  say  that  for  a  moment 
I  do  not  say  that  men  like  the  honorable 
member  for  Flinders  have  abandoned  their 
principles;  but  I  do  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  composed  of  men  who  are  so  widely 
dissimilar  in  their  opinions  that  if  they 
have  not  abandoned  their  principles,  some 
tremendous  explanation  or  excuse  is  neces- 
sary to  explain  to  the  country  how  it  comes 
to  be  that  they  are  now  united  upwi  a 
policy  which  absolutely  is  so  tenuous  as 
not  to  bear  »aniinati«i,  and  which  we. 
as  an  Opposition,  do  rightly  challenge  and 
denounce. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang).— I  am  but  a 
voung  parliamentarian,  and,  therefore,  I 
cannot  speak  from  long  experience;  but, 
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as  far  as  raj  knowledge  goes,  I  believe 
that  usually  when  a  (^vemment  is  chal- 
lenged, it  is  challenged  upon  soait  question 
of  public  policy,  or  because  of  the  non-ful- 
filment of  pledges,  or  for  some  specific  rea- 
son which  can  be  clearly  shown.  But  now 
we  have  the  astcHiishing  spectacle  of  a  Go- 
vernment being  challenged,  not  for  acts  of 
maladministration,  not  upon  any  ground 
of  public  policy*  or  of  injury  to  the  public 
weal,  but  simply  because  it  has  decided 
to  go  on  with  public  business  and  devote 
the  tail  end  of  the  sesNon  to  some  usefid 
public  purpose.  That  is  the  sole  ground, 
apparently,  for  challenging  the  exutence  of 
the  present  Government.  There  is  no  justi- 
fication whatever  for  the  action  whidi  has 
been  taken  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition. 
So  far  as  his  speedi  was  concerned,  not  the 
slightest  reason  was  advanced  for  the  tabling 
of  this  motion.  The  speech  to  which  we 
have  just  listened  has  added  nothing  further  ; 
in  that  direction.  On  the  contrary,  it  has 
simply  been  one  long  tirade  of  abuse,  and 
of  misrepresentation,  and  has  bran  conspicu- 
ous for  the  amount  of  spitefulness  and  vin- 
dictiveness  whidi  have  been  imported  into  it. 
We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  a  White 
Australia.  But  is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  pre- 
sent Prime  Minister  moved  an  amendment 
in  the  Alien  Immigration  Restriction  Bill  to 
substitute  the  colour  line  for  the  education 
test,  and  is  it  not  a  fact  that  he  had  the  sup- 
port of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  in  doing 
that? 

Mr.  Ttnx>R. — Not  in  this  Parliament. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— So  much  has  been 
made  of  this  White  Australia  C17,  that  I 
am  justified  in  saying  that  the  use  which 
has  been  made  of  it  is  altogether  unjustified 
by  the  facts.  I  will  quote  what  the  Tocsin 
said  in  regard  to  certain  members  of  the 
Opposition  in  reference  to  that  matter. 
Si)eal£ing  of  two  members  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, the  Tocsin  said — 

When  it  came  to  the  vote,  McMillan  kept 
his  promifc,  bat  Maimer  did  hia  little  loinenault. 

That  is  in  reference  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Melbourne  Forts.  Then,  in  regard 
to  the  honorable  member  for  Bourke,  the 
Tocsin  said — 

When  it  came  to  the  division>  he,  like  Haueer, 
turned  turtle.  Hume  Cook  wai  one  of  die  few 
eitizats  of  the  Commoawesltli  who,  to  use  hit 
own  words,  would  not  mpport  the  propositi  for 
which  he  had  spoken. 

As  to  the  honorable  member's  attack  upon 
the  Prime  Minister,  in  reference  to  his  action 
with  regard  to  the  six  potters,  I  should  like  1 
to  know  what  acti<m  the  honorable  and  1 


learned  member  himself  would  have  taken, 
and  what  he  would  have  said  if  the  Prime 
Minister  had  adopted  any  other  course.  He 
would  have  said  that  honorable  members 
ought  to  vote  against  the  Government,  be- 
cause the  Prime  Minister  had  not  the 
courage  to  carry  the  law  of  the  land  into 
effect.  I  ask  honorable  members  oppo- 
site whether  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the  Prime 
Minister,  or  any  respcxisible  Minister,  when 
he  finds  a  law  in  existoice  of  whicb,  per- 
sonally, he  may  disapprove,  to  carry  out 
that  law  just  as  fully  as  if  he  was  in  fav- 
our of  it  ?  Would  it  not  be  a  dereliction  of 
duty  if  a  Aiinistry  did  not  carry  out  the 
law  ?  That  is  an  aspect  which  ought 
to  be  placed  before  the  country  in 
contra-distincti(»i  to  the  aspect  al- 
ready placed  before  us  —  an  aspect 
which  has  been  grossly  distorted.  Carry- 
ing out  the  law  as  it  exists  is  not  in- 
coQsistfflt  with  any  promise  which  a  Minis- 
ter may  make  to  aUer  that  law  if  he  gets 
the  opportunity.  Until  that  opportunity 
presents  itself,  and  the  Minister  is  able  to 
rep^l  the  law  or  its  objectionable  sectims, 
it  is  his  duty  to  see  that  it  is  carried  into 
effect. 

Mr.  Rexd. — ^A  Minister  is  under  oath  to 
do  sa 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— That  is  so  i  and  if  he 
'does  not  do  so,  be  simply  breaks  the  oath  he 
takes  on  accepting  office. 

Mr.  Tudor. — But  the  Prime  Minister  de- 
nounced a  previous  Goverranent  for  carry- 
ing out  the  law. 

Mr.  Reid. — In  that  case  the  men  were 
not  breaking  the  law,  and  they  were  liber- 
ated. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— It  is  unfair  for  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  West 
Sydney  to  bring  diarges  of  this  character 
against  the  Fiiine  Minuter.  But  what  can 
we  expect?  The  Opposition  has  at»o- 
lutely  no  material  on  which  to  base  an  at- 
tack of  a  legitimate  character,  and  they  are 
driven  to  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  those 
questionable  and  very  unfair  means  to  bol- 
ster up  a  motim  which  has  no  justification 
whatever  so  far  as  the  public  interest  is  con- 
cerned- I  am  surprised  that  an  attack  of 
the  kind  made  on  the  Prime  Minister  should 
come  from  the  hcmwable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  West  Sydney. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — He,  of  all  others! 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Of  all  men  in  this 
Parliament,  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  West  Sydney  is  the  last  who 
should  say  one  unkind  word  of  the  presmt 
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Prime  Minister.  Xo  man  has  received  more 
favours  or  greater  kindness  at  the  right 
honorable  gentleman's  hands  than  has  the 
hcHxirable  and  learned  memt>er. 

Mr.  Bamporo. — What  does  the  honorable 
member  for  Lang  know  about  it  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  happen  to  be  in  a 
position  to  know.  While  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  'West  Sydney  has  been 
making  attacks  on  honorable  members  on 
this  side,  because  of  an  alliance  with  those 
who  are  of  opposite  fiscal  faith,  it  is  a  fact 
within  the  knowledge  of  many  besides  my- 
self that  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber sought  the  support  of  the  party  in  New 
South  Wales,  of  which  the  present  Prime 
Minister  was  the  head. 

Mr.  FRAZER.--The  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  West  Svdney  does  not  deny 
that. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  West  Sydney  had  more 
support  from  that  party  than  'either  my- 
self or  the  honorable  member  for  Lang. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Unquestionably.  The 
Prime  Minister  went  out  of  his  way  to 
assist  on  the  platform,  and  in  other  ways, 
the  candidature  of  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  West  Sydney.  That 
honorable  and  learned  member  himself, 
when  he  saw  that  his  name  did  not  appear^ 
on  the  list  of  approved  candidates  of  the 
party  led  b'-  the  present  Prime  Minister, 
I  am  credibly  informed,  went  to  the 
newspapers  and  sought  the  support 
of  the  party.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a 
special  issue  of  a  leaflet  sent  out  bv  the 
Free-trade  Aissociation  of  New  South  Wales 
at  the  request  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  West  Sydney. 

Mr.  Bamfosd. —  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  is  a  good  free-trader. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— That  leaflet  asked 
the  electors  to  vote  for  the  honorable  and 
learned  member,  not  because  he  was  a 
lalwur  candidate,  or  because  he  was  a 
member  of  any  other  party,  but  because 
he  was  a  free-trader,  and  he  desired  the 
imprimatur  of  the  Free-trade  Association. 

Mr.  Bamford. — When  was  that? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— At  the  last  Federal 
election.  The  leaflet  is  headed.  "  How  to 
Aote  in  the  West  Sydney  electorate/'  and 
there  is  a  representation  of  a  ballot-paper 
with  the  honorable  and  learned  member's 
name  marked. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Why  labour  the  point? 
The  honorable  and  learned  member  does 
not  deny  being  a  free-trader. 


Mr.  JOHNSON.— But  he  sought  the 
imprimatur  of  the  Free<trade  Association 
while  running  under  the  flag  of  the  Labour 
Party. 

Mr.  FftAZER. — He  does  not  dispute  that 
Mr.  JOHNSON.— He  was  runiuxig  in  a 
dual  capacity.  It  is  alt  very  well  fas  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  to  now  came 
into  the  House,  and  say  that  free-trade  is 
a  secondary  or  tertiary  matter — that  the 
Labour  Party  is  first.  Free-trade  was  first 
when  he  was  seeking  election.  And  why? 
Because  he  knew  perfectly  well  that  if  the 
Free-trade  Association  had  put  another 
free-trader  up  against  him  he  would  not 
have  been  returned.  Did  not  the  hortorable 
and  learned  member,  through  the  present 
Prime  Minister  as  the  leader  of  the  Free- 
trade  Party,  beg  for  the  support  of  the 
associatitHi  when  he  was  m  danger,  knowing 
that  without  that  support  he  would  pro- 
bably lose  his  seat?  If  the  hoa- 
orable  and  learned  member  makes  these 
disgraceful  and  unwarranted  attacks  on 
the  Prime  Minister  it  is  right  that  some- 
thing on  the  other  side  should  be  shown. 
I  would  be  the  last  to  say  an  unkind  word 
of  an  opponent,  and  these  words  are  said, 
not  in  any  unkindness,  but  only  with  a 
desire  that  honorable  members  and  the  pub- 
lic shall  learn  the  truth  as  to  the  actual 
position  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  West  Sydney  occupies  as  a  member  of 
this  House.  I  have  a  perfect  right  to 
show  that  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber was  a  candidate  with  the  imprimatur 
of  the  Free-trade  Association,  from  which 
a  request  was  sent  out  that  the  electors  of 
West  Sydney  should  give  him  their  votes- 
Mr.  Frazer. — The  h(»x»able  member 
has  only  proved  what  was  admitted  before 
he  started. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  West  Sydney  also  went 
out  of  his  way  to  attack  my  pontkm  in  ref- 
gard  to  certain  prindples  which  I  holdt— 
to  charge  me  with  ^andoning  those  prin- 
ciples. But  I  have  a  better  recotd  than 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  can  show 
for  holding  true  to  the  principles  which  I 
have  advocated  all  my  life.  There  is  not 
the  slightest  abandomnent  of  principles 
shown,  in  the  fact  that  I  am  supporting  the 
present  Government.  There  is  no  alliance, 
so  far  as  the  two  parties  aie  concerned, 
other  than  one  which  is  based  rni  the  per- 
fect freedom  of  individuals — on  an  entirely 
voluntary  principle.  There  is  no  ^tempt 
to  subjugate  principles,  or  to  put  a  round 
peg  into  a  square  hole;    Every  honorable 
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member  in  the  alliance  is  left  absolutely 
free  to  follow  his  own  inclinations,  accord- 
ing to  his  convictions;  there  is  no 
restriction  in  any  direction.  I  defy  any 
honorable  member  of  this  House»  or  any 
one  else,  to  coerce  me  into  voting  in  a  way 
I  do  not  think  proper.  I  am  a  free  agent, 
and  I  am  at  liberty  to  hold  opinions  dif- 
fering from  the  opmions  of  the  leader  of 
my  party  on  other  matters  than  the  one  vital 
principle  which  unites  us  as  a  party. 

Mr.  Bamford. — Whv  was  the  honorable 
member  not  here  to  vote  against  the  third 
reading  of  the  Arbitration  Bill? 

Mr.  JOHNSON'.— I  was  laid  up  with 
influenza  at  the  time,  and  I  did  not  know 
that  a  division  was  to  be  taken.  There  is 
absolutely  no  justification  whatever  for  the 
motion  tabled  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. The  half-hearted  manner  in  which 
the  bcmorable  member  for  Bland  advocated 
his  cause,  showed  clearly,  to  my  mind,  at 
any  rate,  that  he  has  no  great  confidence — 
that  he  feels  there  is  no  justification  for 
the  motion  at  the  present  time.  What 
good  can  possibly  be  done  by  the  motion? 
if  the  Prime  Minister  had  brought  forward 
a  larger  programme  for  this  session, 
knowing  there  was  no  possibility  of 
carrying  it  into  effect,  there  would  have 
been  just  ground  for  a  motion  of  no-confi- 
dence or  of  censure.  Here  we  are,  at  this 
late  season,  without  the  Budget,  which 
ought  to  have  been  before  us  long  ago ;  and 
this  motion  is  only  brought  forward  with  the 
obvious  object  of  obstructing  public  busi- 
ness, and  with  no  other  object  in  the  world. 
It  was  clearly  seen  that  the  Government 
were  going  on  with  some  useful  measures, 
and  making  progress  with  useful  legislation. 
We  had  got  so  far  with  the  Trans- 
continental Railway  Survev  Bill  that 
honorable  members  opposite  began  to  take 
alarm.  Some  of  them  were  afraid  that 
the  Bill  would  be  carried,  and  that,  by  con- 
trast with  the  work  done  by  the  late  Go- 
vernment during  a  much  l<»igeT  period  of 
office,  there  would  have  been  too  good  a 
record  for  the  present  Government  for  the 
short  time  they  have  been  in  office. 

Mr.  TuDOiL — ^That  was  owing  to  the 
obstruction  of  honorable  members  opposite. 

Mr.  Bamford.— Was  not  the  Seat  of  Go- 
vernment Bill  of  more  importance. 

Mr.  Brown. — If  honorable  members  oa 
this  side  treated  the  present  Government  as 
htxiorable  members  c^posite  treated  the  late 
Government  they  would  be  able  to  do  no* 
thing. 


Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  now  oome  to  the 
real  grounds  for  the  opposition  to  the  pre- 
sent Government.  It  is  not  opposed  on 
the  ground  of  public  poliqr,  because  <tf  the 
ncm-fulfilment  of  promises,  or  on  Account 
of  any  maladministrati(xi  of  public  af- 
fairs. It  is  opposed  for  two  reasons  only, 
the  first  of  which  is  perscmal  animus 
against  the  Prime  Minister.  That  is  the 
mainspring  of  the  action  of  honOTable 
members  (^posite,  and  it  is  bolstered  up 
by  the  second  reascm  i<x  opposition,  whidi 
is  the  gratification  of  petsuial  ambiticm  by 
individual  members  oa.  the  opposite  side. 
Not  grounds  of  jpublic  policy,  but  private 
ambiti(»i  and  private  hatred  are  the  two 
worthy  motives  which  are  the  basis  of  this 
motion  of  want  of  confidence. 

Mr.  Bamford. — The  honorable  member 
is  altogether  wrong. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— We  have  only  to  look 
at  the  newspapers  supporting  hcxiorable 
members  opposite,  and  the  utterances  of 
their  public  meo,  to  know  that  there  is  no 
other  reason.  We  know  that  the  public, 
of  Victoria  especially,  have,  month  after 
month,  and  year  after  year,  had  their  minds 
inflamed  with  the  sole  object  of  defaming 
the  Prime  Minister  in  their  eyes.  I  am 
glad  to  know  that  the  right  honorable 
gentleman's  residence  in  Victoria  for  some 
time,  and  his  positi<»i  as  head  of  the  pre- 
sent Gm-emment,  has  given,  and  will  give 
him  opportunities  of  meeting  the  people  of 
Victoria  face  to  face,  and  thus  by  per- 
sonal contact,  destroying  the  baneful  in- 
fluence brought  to  bear  imfairly  on  the 
people  of  Victoria,  with  a  view  to  preju- 
dicing him  in  their  eyes.  We  have  to  go 
back  to  the  recent  elections,  and  ask  our- 
selves what  was  the  issue  put  before  the 
public  at  that  time.  We  know  that  the  is- 
sue, so  far  as  honorable  members  t^posite 
who  at  that  time  supported  the  honwatile 
and  learned  member  for  Ballarat  are  con- 
cerned, was  fiscal  peace.  That  cry  was 
taken  up  by  every  member  of  that  sectiwi 
of  the  Opposition  that  is  now  clamourinj^ 
for  fiscal  strife.  In  their  election  addresses 
and  elsewhere,  they  supported  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Ballarat  in 
the  demand  for  fiscal  peace,  which  he  raised 
as  the  chief  issue  of  the  general  election. 
Those  honorable  members  now  break  away 
from  the  agreement  into  which  they  entered 
with  their  chief,  and,  after  the  verdict  of 
the  country  has  been  given  in  favour  of 
fiscal  peace,  they  desire  to  go  back  upon 
the  verdict  which  they  asked  the  people  to 
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give,  and  resort  to  fiscal  strife.  It  ii  this 
betrayal  of  pledges  which  u  the  basis  of 
the  unhcdjr  alliance  between  those  honorable 
members,  and  the  members  of  the  LaboMr 
Farty.  I  say  sn  "  unholy "  aUianoe  ad- 
vi«edly,  because  it  is  an  alliance  which  is 
based,  not  upon  a  recognition  of  the  indS- 
vidual  rights  of  free  men,  or  on  voluntary 
support,  but  on  the  subjugation  of  princi- 
ples for  private  and  party  rads. 

Mr.  Tudor. — What  about  the  alliance 
which  the  party  to  which  the  bixxKable 
member  belongs  tried  to  make  a  couple  of 
numths  ago? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— That  was  aa  alliance 
made  in  open  daylight,  and  all  the  points  of 
the  proposed  agreemoit  were  hiuided  to 
the  press,  while  no  hcmorabie  monber  of 
either  party  to  the  alliance  was  pledged  to 
stand  to  it  unl^s  he  chose.  There  was  no- 
thing of  the  "  caucus"  in  that  case.  There 
was  in  that  case  no  violent  disagreement  on 
the  matter  amongst  ourselves,  no  bear- 
garden within  our  own  ranks,  owing  to  some 
being  for  it  and  some  against  it,  and  those 
against  it  being  compelled  to  vote  for  it 
afterwards.  There  was  nothing  of  that 
sort.  The  agreement  was  nmply  put  to 
members  of  either  party  individually  and 
collectively,  and  they  could  accept  or  reject 
it  at  their  pleasure.  There  was  no  power  in 
either  party  to  compel  any  single  member  to 
subscribe  to  the  proposed  agreement. 

Mr.  Joseph  Coor. — ^The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Grey  left  the  party,  and  he  has  not 
yet  been  denounced  as  a  renegade. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Grey  left  the  party  because  he  did 
not  accept  what  was  proposed.  The  hon- 
orable member  went  over  to  the  Labour 
Party,  and,  as  is  usual  with  brand 
new  converts,  he  is  now  one  of 
the  bitterest  opponents  of  those  with 
whom  he  was  formerly  associated.  I 
have  just  stated  the  issue  put  before  the 
electors  by  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Batlarat  as  Prime  Minister,  and  that 
issue  was  support«l  by  the  Age  newspaper 
as  the  central  cry  upon  which  the  cunpaign 
was  based. 

Mr.  Tudor. — Some  of  us  were  not  in 
favour  of  that. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Perhaps  not,  but  as  a 
party  honorable  members  supported  it,  and 
after  they  were  returned,  though  they  might 
i»t  have  supported  it  prior  to  the  election, 
they  sat  b^ind  the  Government  that  bad 
declared  that  that  was  the  policy  on  which 
they  haH  gone  to  the  country,  and  upon 


which  the  verdict  of  the  country  had  been 
given.  On  the  xath  December,'  1903,  the 
Age  said — • 

The  watchword  of  the  Deakin  Ministry  is  fiscal 
peace,  and  all  Auitralia  at  the  preaent  jimcttir« 
^old  cry  a  tmce  ou  the  Tariff  qnestitm  while 
the  great  iasne  of  Imperial  preference  is  being 
foH^t  out  in  England. 

A  truce  not  only  up  till  now,  but  while  that 
great  issue  was  being  fought  out  in  Eng- 
land.   That  is  what  the  Age  said  on  this 

question. 

Mr.  Baupord. — Who  talces  any  iK^ice  of 

the  Agef 

Mr.  DuGALD  THOUscHf. — Speakers  on 
the  opposite  side  have  quoted  the  Age  all 
night 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  Age  newspaper 
was  the  organ  of  the  party  that  went  into 
the  election  campaign  on  that  cry  for  fiscal 
peace.  On  the  polling  day,  i6tb  December, 
the  Age  published  a  leader  in  Avhich  these 
words  occurred — 

To'day  the  elccton  will  retnm  their  verdict. 
They  are  to-day  most  truly  a  jury  in  their  coun- 
try's cause.  In  this  State  we  know  beforehand 
the  overwhelming  preponderance  of  the  popnUr 
voice  is  for  the  Deakin  Government  and  fiscal 
peace  as  against  Reid  and  another  fiscal  war. 

I  do  not  think  the  matter  oould  have  been 
put  more  clearly.    Thm  is  the  issue  pot 
on  behalf  of  tne  Government  by  the  Age 
newspaper,  which  was  the  organ  of  the 
Go\'emment,  and  was  backing  it  up.  The 
verdict  of  the  people  was  in  favour  of  that 
issue,  not  in  New  South  Wales,  it  is  true, 
but  that  State  is  only  one  of  six,  and  the 
verdict  outside  of  New  South  Wales  was 
admittedly    one    of    fiscal    peace.  On 
the    same    date,    amongst    the  nanKS 
printed  in  heavy  black  tj-pe,  as  supporters 
of  that  policy  of  fiscal  peao^  and  as  oppo- 
nents of  Socialism — because  opposition  to 
Socialism  was  another  matter  put  promin- 
ently before  the  electors  by  the  party— I 
find  those  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Bourke,  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Corio,  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Melbourne  Ports.    The  same  paper  cau- 
tions the  public  against  voting  for  Reidites. 
amongst  other  reasons  because  he  is  the 
man  who,  "  by  re-opening  the  Tariff,  will 
disorganize  Victorian  trade  and  commerce." 
Who  is  it  who  to-day  wishes  to  re-open  the 
Tariff,  and  to  disorganize  Victorian  trade 
and  commerce?  The  prime  mover  in  tiiat 
direction  is  one  of  those  who  subscribed  to 
the  speech  delivered  at  Ballarat  by  the  re- 
presentative of  that  city,  who  was  at  the 
time  Prime  Minister.      But  although  he 
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subscribed  to  the  declaration  for  fiscal  peace 
which  that  speech  contained,  be  is  to-day 
endeavouring  to  promote  fiscal  warfare 
Associated  with  the  honorable  member  to 
whom  I  refer  is  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume,  who,  by  the  way,  has  been  sup- 
planted in  the  leadership  of  the  rebellious 
section  of  the  Opposition.  The  honorable 
member  for  Hume  is  reportecf  to  have  said 
at  Albury — 

The  fiscal  questioa  should  never  have  been 
raised  at  this  election.  Whatevei  paity  is  in 
power,  the  only  possible  Tariff  must  be  very 
simitar  to  that  now  in  force,  and  until  the  expira- 
tion of  the  Braddon  sections  of  the  Conititution 
Act,  it  would  be  Tain  for  either  party  to  try  to 
frame  a  Tariff. 

How  does  that  statement  tally  with  the 
present  position  of  the  honorable  member? 
Amongst  others  who  supported  the  declara- 
tion for  fiscal  peace  were  the  honorable  and 
learned  members  for  Northern  Melbourne 
and  Indi,  and  the  honorable  cnember  for 
Bourke.  We,  on  this  side,  have  been 
charged  with  having  stmk  our  principles, 
because  we  have  entered  into  a  perfectlj' 
^-oluntary  and  open  alliance  with  members 
of  the  protectionist  party.  But  our  al- 
liance involved  none  of  the  elements  of 
coercitKi  such  as  were  involved  in  that  of 
honorable  gentlemen  opposite.  It  has  been 
the  result  of  political  accident,  and  has  been 
caused  by  political  circumstances,  and  the 
necessity  for  restoring  resp(Hisible  govern- 
ment and  saving  the  country  from  the 
threatening  disasters  of  class  legislation  of 
a  most  pionounced  character.  The  re- 
presentatives of  New  South  Wales  found 
that,  as  the  result  of  the  verdict  of  the 
people,  they  were  not  in  a  position  to  chal- 
lenge the  Government  of  the  day.  The 
Free-trade  Party  a»nprised  only  one-third 
of  the  House,  and  were  consequently  in  a 
minority.  That  being  so,  how  could  they 
give  effect  to  their  fiscal  principles? 

Mr.  BAMFOBD.—We,  on  this  side,  have 
always  kept  our  flag  flying,  no  mattter  how 
few  our  numbers. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— There  has  been  no 
hauling  down  of  the  flag  on  the  part  of 
either  free-traders  or  protectionists ;  but 
an  informal  and  unofficial  alliance  has  been 
come  to  between  us,  which  is  more  power- 
ful, and  more  likely  to  do  useful  work  than 
the  alliance  of  honorable  members  oppo- 
site. 

Mr.  PovNTON. — The  honorable  member 
agreed  to  a  tied  alliance. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— This  is  no  tied  al- 
liance. Everv  member  on  this  side  of  the 
Chamber  is  f  ree  to  vote  as  he  likes.  No 


secticxi  and  no  clique  can  interpose  between 
him  and  his  constituents.    He  could,  if  he 
chose,  vote  against  the  Government.  He 
is  not  bound  by  any  pledge  to  an  organi- 
zaticxi,  and  no  oine  can  c(nne  between  him 
and  his  constituents.     But  what  is  the  po- 
sition of  honorable  members  opposite  ?  Some 
of  them  belong  to  a  party  which  is  go- 
verned by  the  caucus,  and  it   does  not 
matter  what  pledges  they  may  have  given 
to  their  constituents,  if  the  caucus  decides 
that  it  is  not  in  the  interests  of  the  party 
to  keep  them,  they  must  break  them.  That 
is  the  machine  against  which  we  are  fight* 
ing.     It  is  admitted,  too,  that  there  is  no 
full  agreonent  among  htmorable  members 
opposite  as  to  their  idHance.     Even  if  it 
had  not  been  admitted,  the  modifications 
of  the  proposals  for  an  alliance  which  have 
been  put  forward  from  time  to  time,  modi- 
fications which  have  practically  amounted 
to  the  surrender  of  principles  on  both  sides, 
show  that  there  is  no  full  agreement.  The 
leaders  of  the  Labour  Party  have  given 
the  assurance  that  every  effort  will  be  made 
to  induce  labour  organizations  to  withhold 
opposition  to  the  extreme  protectit»iists  who 
have  joined  the  alliance  on  a  basis  of  sup- 
port in  return  for  concessions.  But  as  they 
are  only  part  of  a  huge  machine  the  con- 
trolling influence  upon  which  is  the  organi- 
zations outside,  it  is  seen  that  they  have 
no  power  to  bind  those  organizations.  Do 
honorable  members  think  that  members  of 
the  Labour  Party  outside  who  aspire  to 
political  hnKnirs  will  submit  to  the  thwart- 
ing   of    their  aspirations    because  the 
seats  upon  which  they  have  cast  their 
eyes    are    occupied    by  protectionists? 
Is  it  to  be  supposed  that  these  men,  after 
wOTking  for  their  organizations  for  years, 
subscribing  to  their  funds,  and,  perhaps, 
suffering  some  privations,  will  consent  to 
be  calmly  swept  aside  because  the  leader  of 
the  Labour  Party  in  this  House  says  that 
they  are  not  to  offer  themselves  for  elec- 
tion to  the  positions  to  which  they  have  been 
aspiring?     Perhaps  they  may  submit  to 
such  treatment,  but  unless  human  nature  has 
tmdergcHie  a  great  change  within  the  last 
few  weeks,  I  doubt  very  much  whether  we 
shall  see  any  evidence  of  that  unquestion- 
ing support  by  the  Labour  Party  which 
has  been  promised  to  those  honorable  mem- 
bers who  have  entered  into  alliance  with 
them. 

Mr.  Mahon.— When  did  the  Labour 
organizations  ask  for  the  advocacj'  of  the 
honorable  member? 
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Mr.  JOHNSON.— How  long  is  , this  alli- 
ance to  last?  We  find  that  the  agreement 
entered  into  is  not  intended  to  extend — as 
our  alliance  was — over  the  life  of  this  Par- 
liament only.  Honorable  members  oppo- 
site have  assumed  a  power  they  do  not  pcs- 
sess,  namely,  to  bind  the  next  Parliament. 
How  <can  they  control  the  action  of  the 
next  Parliament,  of  which  they  may  not  be 
members?  It  is  certain  that  at  least  some 
of  them  will  not  be .  returned  as  members 
of  the  next  Parliament.  Their  agreement 
can  extend  only  for  the  life  of  this  Parlia- 
ment, and  can  affect  only  those  parties  who 
signed  it. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — Let  us  go  to  the  coun- 
try. There  is  no  need  to  prophesy  as  to 
the  result. 

Mr.  JOHNSON. — If  we  do  go  tothe  coun- 
try,  the  party  to  suffer  will  b&  that  which 
is  now  trying  to  obstruct  public  business 
and  to  secure  special  privileges  for  a  certain 
class,  at  the  expense  of  all  others  in  the 
community.  I  think  that  there  is  a  fair 
amount  of  evidence  of  fear  on  the  part  of 
some  honorable  members  opposite,  that  they 
will  lose  their  seats.  When  some  humor- 
ist, on  a  recent  journey  to  Sydney,  sent  a 
telegram,  which  seemed  to  indicate  the 
possibility  of  a  dissolution,  upon  the  de- 
feat of  the  Watson  Ministry,  honorable 
members  who  had  been  very  pot-valiant  in 
this  House,  and  who  had  talked  in  grandi- 
loquent strains  about  appealing  to  our  mas- 
ters, the  people,  ceased  their  jubilations. 
A  great  change  came  over  the  scene,  be- 
cause some  honorable  member  were  not  sin- 
cere, even  as  advocates  of  the  rights  of  the 
Labour  Party.  They  had  posed  as  the 
champions  of  certain  principles,  which  they 
themselves  abandoned  when  thev  had  an  op- 
portunity to  carry  them  into  effect.  What 
did  they  do?  When  the  Deakin  Ministry 
was  in  office,  they  went  to  the  length  of 
tabling  a  motion  in  favour  of  the  inclusion 
within  the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill 
of  the  public  servants  of  the  States.  The 
then  Prime  Minister  stated  that  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  accept  that  proposal,  be- 
cause,, in  their  view,  it  was  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  Tudor. — They  have  accepted  it 
now. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— No;  they  have  not. 
Let  me  relate  the  history  of  events  which 
have  been  referred  to,  but  not  correctly,  by 
honorable  members  opposite.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Wide  Bav  was  put  up  to 
move  an  amendment  providing  for  the  in- 
clusion within  the  scope  of  the  Bill,  not  of 
the  railway  servants,  but  of  the  whole  of  the 


public  servants  of  the  States  and  of  the 
CommcMiwealth.  The  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat  gave  the  Li^our  Party 
clearly  to  tmderstand,  that,  if  tibey  pressed 
their  pn^xMal  to  a  division,  the  Government 
would  inake  it  a  vital  matter,  and,  if  de- 
feated, would  have  to  consider  their  posi- 
tion. 

Mr.  TuDOB. — ^That  is  the  reastxi  the  hem- 
orable  member  voted  for  the  amendnoent. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  —  That  is  one  of  the 
reasons,  because  I  had  pledged  my- 
self to  get  rid  of  the  Deakin  Go- 
vernment. Our  object  in  New  South 
Wales  was  to  reduce  the  Customs 
duties,  and  to  get  rid  of  all  those 
who  were  respoisible  for  the  Tariff,  or 
who  were  likely  to  seek  to  increase  the  im- 
ports under  it.  So  that  I  was  pledged, 
first  of  all,  to  get  rid  of  the  DesJcin  Go- 
vemmmt,  and  when  the  opportunity  arose, 
I  voted  in  order  to  put  them  out  of  office. 
But  I  had  good  reasons  apart  fiasn 
that  consideration  for  voting  as  I  did. 
Honorable  members  of  the  Labour  Party 
spoke  about  the  amendment  pr(^)osed  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Wide  Bay  as  em- 
bodying  a  vital  principle,  without  which  the 
Arbitration  Bill  would  be  abacrfutely  useless. 
Notwithstanding  that,  by  reascn  of  their 
numerical  strength  as  a  minmity,  th^  were 
in  the  position  to  coerce  the  GavmimeDt 
into  bringing  in  measures  whidi  th^,  when 
they  toc^  possession  of  the  Treasury 
benches,  dared  not  bring  forward,  they  were 
willing  to  press  their  amendment  to  a  di- 
vision. They  did  so,  not  because  they  de- 
sired to  displace  the  Government,  but  be- 
cause, secure,  as  they  thought,  in 
the  knowledge  that  their  proposal 
would  be  defeated,  they  wished  lo 
pc»e  as  the  champicms  of  the  civil  servants. 
They  knew  that  the  present  Prime  Minister 
was  practically  bound  to  vote  for  the  Go- 
vernment OD  the  questioa,  because  he  had 
spoken  so  strongly  in  support  <rf  the  atti- 
tude they  had  assumed,  and  they  also 
thought  that  all  the  members  of  his  party 
would  follow  him.  That  is  where  they 
made  a  grave  miscalculaticm.  They  bad 
overlooked  the  fact  that  the  members  of 
that  party  were  free  men  who  had  the 
right  to  vote  as  they  thought  fit  upcxi  such 
questions.  Thev  iiad  measured  the  Free- 
trade  Party  by  tbe  conditicHis  of  their  own 
caucus,  and  they  made  a  great  mistake.  The 
result  was  that  when  they  discovered  that 
several  honcvable  members  of  the  Fiee- 
trade  Party  intended  to  \xAe  with  them,  it 
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was  too  late  for  than  to  letreat  from  the 
position'  which  tbey  had  taken  up.  The 
hcmorable  member  for  Gwydir  waved  his 
arms  like  a  wind-mill,  and  threatened  those 
honorable  members  who  supported  the 
amendment  with  what  would  happen  to 
tliem  when  they  went  before  the  electors — 
as  if  the  Labour  Party  had  not  previously 
opposed  them.  Honorable  members  of  the 
Labour  Party,  one  after  another,  expressed 
themselves  in  terms  which  showed  how  dis- 
appointed tbe^  were  at  the  prospect  of  the 
amendment  being  carried.  But  their  know- 
ledge came  too  late,  and  their  object  in 
posing  as  champions  of  the  public  servants 
was  defeated,  because,  when  they  came 
into  office,  and  had  an  opportunity  to  carry 
into  effect  the  principle  thev  had  advocated, 
they  failed  to  do  so. 

Mr.  TxjDOR.— No,  they  did  not  fail. 

Mr.  JOHNSON— I  say  they  did  They 
took  into  their  Cabinet  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Northern  Melbournj, 
who  had  previously  voted  for  that  provision. 
I  believe  that  he  med  for  it.  At  any 
rate,  whilst  the  Labour  Party  occupied  the 
cros? -benches  the  honorable  and  learned 
member,  in  speaking  upon  the  Address-in- 
Reply,  attacked  the  Deakin  Government 
upon  their  position  in  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter. He  said — as  will  be  seen  by  refer- 
ence to  Hansard^  page  1037 — 

The  best  ailment  that  has  been  advaDced  by 
the  Prime  Minister  is  that  at  the  inception  of  this 
Act  it  is  inexpedient  to  overload  it.  I  should 
be  strongly  impressed  by  that  argument  if  this 
question  were  not  involved  in  a  greater  one.  We 
arc  asked  to  refuse  to  extend  the  operation  of  this 
Bill  to  the  public  servants  of  the  States,  upon 
the  ground  tnat  we  do  not  possess  the  constitu- 
tifni.-il  power  to  take  such  action.  With  me  that 
consideration  overweighs  any  question  of  expe- 
diency. If  we  believe  that  we  have  the  necessary 
constitutional  power,  b^  all  means  let  us  exert 
it.  Now  is  the  only  time  for  us  to  exercise  it. 
We  must  speak  now,  or  be  for  ever  silent.  When 
we  are  told  by  the  Government  that  we  do  not 
possess  this  power,  we  must  insist  upon  testing 
:he  question. 

That  declaration  meant  that  the  only  way 
n  which  the  matter  could  be  tested  before 
he  High  Court  was  by  including  that  pro- 
rision  in  the  Bill.  The  honorable  and 
earned  member  affirmed  that  that  was  the 
mly  opportunity  which  honorable  members 
lad  of  testing  the  question,  and  if  they 
lelieved  in  the  principle  they  should  in- 
orporate  it  in  the  Bill.    He  continued — 

I  would  not  be  a  party  to  including  in  the  mea- 
ure  any  provision  which  I  thought  would  be 
ufiatory  and  useless.    At  the  same  time,  if  we 
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honestly  believe  that  we  possess  tKii  power,  let 
us  exert  it,  and  not  abana<m  the  trust  which  Uie 
people  have  reposed  in  us. 

That  language  clearly  indicates  the  atti- 
tude of  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
upon  this  question.  What  happened  sub 
sequently  ?  The  Labour  Government  sue 
ceeded  the  Deakin  Administration.  Hav 
ing  defeated  that  Administration  upon  this 
very  principle,  which  they  had  declared 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  the  successful 
working  of  the  Bill,  one  would  naturalh 
suppose  that  their  first  step  would  ha\'e  been 
to  include  such  a  provision  in  that  mea- 
sure. Instead  of  doing  so,  however,  the) 
presented  the  Arbitration  Bill  with  this 
clause  excised  from  it,  and  that  upon  the 
advice  of  their  Attorney -General,  who  had 
previously  declared  that  they  must  seize 
this  as  the  only  opportunity  which  would 
present  itself  of  including  it  in  the  Bill,  so 
that  the  question  might  be  tested. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — Can  the  honorable  mem- 
ber name  a  public  servant  who  is  excluded 
from  the  operation  of  the  Bill? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— All  civil  ser\'ants  were 
covered  by  the  amendment. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — So  they  are  now. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— No;  only  the  public 
ser\'ants  of  the  States,  and  those  who  are 
en^ged  in  industries. 

Mr.  Tudor. — Would  clerical  employes 
have  been  covered  by  the  amendment  in  its 
original  form? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Unquestionably.  There 
was  no  invidious  distinction  thus  con- 
templated. The  contention  was  that, 
without  the  amendment  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wide  Bay,  the  Bill  would 
be  absolutely  useless.  I  should  like  to 
dwell  for  a  m<»nent  upon  the  attempt  which 
is  now  bein^  made  to  reintroduce  the  Tariff 
question,  with  a  view  to  raising  the  pro- 
tective duties  at  present  operating?  The 
object  of  the  Ministerial  alliance  is  to  abide 
by  the  verdict  of  the  people  during  the 
life  of  this  Parliament.  Th.it  arrangement 
involves  no  sacrifice  of  principle,  because 
protectionists  are  still  free  to  advocate  their 
Tariff  theories,  whilst  free-traders  possess 
absolutely  the  same  liberty.  So  far  as  the 
Free-trade  Party  are  concerned,  I  hold 
that  when  they  have  not  the  power  by  force 
of  numbers  to  effect  any  revision  in  the 
Tariff  by  way  of  lowering  the  existing 
duties,  the  next  best  thing  lor  them  to  do 
is  to  attempt  to  prevent  those  duties  from 
fjeing  increased.  ^  . 
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Mr.  Tudor. — Then  the  honorable  mem- 
ber admits  that  the  protectionists  who  are 
associated  with  the  Ministerial  following 
are  betraying  the  people. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— No;  because  the  ap- 
peal to  the  people  was  not  made  on  behalf 
of  protection,  but  on  behalf  of  fiscal  peace. 
As  evidencing  that,  I  will  read  what  hon- 
orable members  said  immediately  this  Par- 
liament met.  According  to  /laitsard,  page 
90,  the  present  Prime  Minister,  in  discuss- 
ing the  motion  for  the  adoption  of  the  Ad- 
dress-in -Reply,  said — 

I  wish  DOW  to  express  my  entire  agrcemeot  with 
a  remaik  made  by  the  Prime  Minister  in  a  re- 
markable announcement  which  he  made  on  the 
occasion  of  a  great  gathering  in  this  city  at  the 
beginning  of  last  month.  I  heartily  agree  with 
the  Prime  Minister  that  the  only  basis  upoa  which 
a  system  of  a  responsible  Executive,  acting  in  a 
Parliament  of  this  type,  can  be  secured — the  only 

Kssible  condition  under  which  that  principle  can 
hcmorably  and  usefully  worked — is  when  the 
Hinistry  in  office  commands  the  confidence  of  the 
full  majority  of  the  people's  representatives.  If 
the  Ministry  do  not  command  that  confidence, 
they  should  make  an  alliance — provided  that  alli- 
ance can  honorably  be  made. 

That  is  precisely  in  keeping  with  what  has 
since  taken  place.    He  continued — 

I  will  at  once  admit  that,  provided  an  alliance 
can  be  honorably  made  between  two  parties  in 
the  House,  it  is  the  only  way  in  which  to  adjust 
the  balance.  But  as  long  as  three  independent 
parties  live  in  the  same  House — the  parties  being 
more  or  less  equally  balanced — the  basis  of  an 
honorable  Government  is,  I  will  not  say  lost, 
but  endangered.  .  .  ,  There  must  be  none  of 
these  underhand  intrigues.  I  hope  that  the  party 
to  which  I  belong,  and  that  the  Labour  Party 
too,  whatever  they  may  do  in  the  public  life  of 
this  conotry,  will  act  up  to  the  principle  which 
the  Prime  Minister  hat  announced. 

The  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Ballarat  said,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference 
to  Hansard,  page  91 — 

The  problem  facing  them  now  was  how  to  con- 
duct a  Parliament  which,  instead  of  having  a 
majority  and  a  minority,  had  three  practically 
equal  parties  taking  part  in  the  proceedings.  It 
was  a  problem  which  had  not  yet  been  solved  in 

any  part  of  the  world  Adminitfration 

and  legislation  had  always  been  conducted  on 
the  principle  of  a  majority  and  a  minority.  Now, 
however,  they  had  practically  three  equal  parties, 
and  the  position  was  unstable.  It  was  absolutely 
impossible.  It  could  not  continue,  and  ought  not 
to  continue. 

Mr.  PoYNTON.  —  That  is  the  position 
which  exists  to-day. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— It  wasthejjositiontaken 
up  by  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Ballarat,  and  the  present  Prime  Min- 
ister, immediateiyaftertheaasemblingof  Par- 
liament— so  early,  indeed,  as  the  debate 


which  took  place  on  the  Address-in-Reply. 
Their  attitude  indicated  that  two  parties 
must  find  a  common  basis  of  agree- 
ment if  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try was  to  be  successfully  carried  on. 
This  statement  was  made  by  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  at  a  time  when  he  was 
fresh  "from  the  electitms.  We  may  say  that 
we  are  still  fresh  from  the  elections,  for  are 
we  not  in  the  first  sessicHi  of  the  new  Par- 
liammt?  Let  me  read  what  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  fa*  Ballarat  said  on 
the  question  of  the  armed  truce  during  the 
ooursd  of  the  same  speedi.  At  page  108  of 
Hansard  he  is  reported  as  follows :  — 

When  he  spoke  with  a  certain  sympathy — 

He  was  referring  to  the  right  hooOTable 
member  for  East  Sydney — 

of  the  funeral  obsequies  of  the  Ministry,  the 
apprehensions  which  I  might  otherwise  have  felt 
were  calmed  by  the  realization  that  he  is  wearing 
black  crape  upon  his  own  arm  in  remembrance 
of  obsequies  far  more  important  than  those  of  a 
Ministry  or  party — the  death  and  burial,  during 
this  Parliament,  at  all  eveoU,  of  the  fiscal  issue. 

The  honorable  member  for  Bland,  who  at 
this  time  was  the  sole  leader  of  the  Labour 
Party  

Ut.  Bamford.— He  is  still  the  only 
leader  of  the  party. 

^Ir.  Tudor. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber think  that  we  now  have  more  than  one 
leader  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  Labour  Party  is 
now  a  triple-headed  party.  I  under- 
stand that  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume  is  one  of  its  leaders,  that 
the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Indi  is  another,  and  that  it  has  yet  an- 
other in  the  honorable  manber  for  Bland. 
HonOTable  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  have  been  twitted  with  supporting  a 
double-headed  Ministry.  That  may  be  an 
undesirable  stale  of  affairs.  I  slwuld  be 
better  pleased  if  it  did  not  exist ;  but,  oo  the 
other  hand,  those  who  "  live  in  glass  houses 
should  not  throw  stales."  When  we  look 
at  the  composition  of  the  Opposition,  we 
find  that  they  arc  in  a  worse  plight  than 
we  are— that  instctad  of  having  only  a  dual- 
headed  leadership,  they  have  a  triple-headed  I 
one.  It  will  perhaps  in  time  be  only  a 
duai-heade!d  Opposition,  for  the  head  that 
happens  to  be  between  the  other  two  will 
probably  get  crushed  in  the  oourse  of  the 
battles  that  are  sure  to  rage  in  the  ranks  of 
the  party  itself. 

Mr.  Webster. — It  is  only  the  htHiorable 
member's  imaginaticm  that  we  have  a  triple- 
headed  Oppositi(»i. 
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Mr.  JOHNSON.— We  witnessed  the 
spectacle  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume  leading  the  forlorn  hope  of  the  ex- 
treme protectionists,  who  are  aiixious  to 
raise  the  fiscal  issue,  notwithstanding  that 
they  have  subscribed  to  a  Tariff  truce,  and 
hmorable  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  cominenced  to  look  upcm  him  as  the 
actual  leader,  not  only  of  the  Labour  Party, 
but  of  the  whole  Opposition.  Suddenly, 
however,  another  leader  sprang  up,  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Hume  was  ap- 
paroitly  deposed.  I  should  not  like  to  say 
that  he  was,  for  it  is  only  charitable  to  be- 
lieve that  he  still  holds  the  position  which 
he  was  assumed  to  occupy. 

Mr.  TUDOB. — Who  assumed  that  be  oc- 
cupied that  porition? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Honorable  members 
were  entitled  to  assume  that  be  held  that 
position,  in  view  of  the  very  prcxninent 
part  which  he  played  on  various  occasions 
as  spokesman  for  the  whole  party,  and  also 
by  reas(m  of  the  fact  that  several  consulta^' 
tions  took  place  between  him  and  other 
leading  members  of  the  Oppositioa  I  shall 
rot  read  any  lengthy  quotation  from  the 
speech  made  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Bland,  during  the  course  of  the  debate  on 
the  Address-in-Reply ;  but  I  shall  take  ex- 
tracts from  it  whicli  show  that  when  he  met 
this  House,  he,  in  conmxm  with  the  leaders 
of  the  other  parties,  recognised  that  the 
country  had  declared  for  a  truce  on  the 
fiscal  issue.  It  was  not  the  fault  of  the 
free-trade  members  of  this  House  that  such 
a  declaration  was  made  by  the  people.  So 
far  as  New  South  Wales  is  concerned,  the 
country  declared  for  a  revision  of  the 
Tariff  in  the  direction  of  free-trade.  But 
Xew  South  Wales  is  only  one  of  six  States 
in  the  Union.  The  remaining  States  were 
opposed  to  her  in  this  matter,  and  declared 
not  for  a  greater  measure  of  protection,  but 
for  a  Tariff  truce.  That  is  vouched  for  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Bland,  who,  at 
page  147  of  ffansardy  is  reported  to  have 
said— 

There  is  another  feature  of  the  elections  to 
which  I  should  like  to  refer,  namely,  the  fiscal 
question.  I  share  the  feeling  of  gratification 
which  has  been  expressed  by  the  Prime  Minister, 
that  with  Uie  last  election  the  issue  as  between 
free-trade  and  protection  has  disappeared  for 

some  time  to  come  At  any  rate,  so  far 

as  the  Tariff  is  concerned.  Practically,  the  fiscal 
issue  is  dead,  and  the  surest  confirmation  of  that 
view  is  the  neglect  of  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition to  test  the  feeling  of  this  House  upon  the. 
subject.  That  is  an  admission  that  the  question 
is  dead,  at  any  rate,  so  far  at  this  Parliament 
is  concerned. 
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There  is  no  vague  ambiguity  about  that  de- 
claration. How  can  the  honorable  mem- 
ber reconcile  the  position  which  he  then 
took  up,  with  his  position  at  the  present 
time,  as  a  member  of  a  party  which,  al- 
though it  has  declared  the  Tariff  issue  to 
be  dead,  is  now  anxious  to  raise  it  to  its 
highest  possible  point?  How  can  he  le- 
ooncile  his  position  as  an  advocate  of  fiscal 
war,  with  the  position  which  he  then  took 
up  as  an  advocate  of  fiscal  peace,  declar- 
ing that  he  accepted  the  verdict  of  the  coun- 
try as  being  in  favour  of  the  adoption  of 
that  course? 

Mr.  Webster. — That  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  have  quoted  from 
ffansard. 

Mr.  Webster. — I  say,  that  the  conclu- 
sions which  the  honorable  member  draws 
from  the  speech  are  not  correct. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.- 1  am  not  responsible 
for  the  accuracy  of  the  report,  but  I  pre- 
sume that,  had  there  been  any  inaccuracy, 
it  would  have  been  cwrected.  If  the 
h(niorabIe  member  thinks  that  the  ffansard 
report  is  incorrect,  what  has  he  to  say  to  a 
further  declaration  which  was  made,  on  a 
subsequent  occasion,  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber in  his  capacity  as  Prime  Minister? 

Mr.  Webster.— I  am  not  doubting  the 
accuracy  of  the  ffansard  report,  but  the 
conclusions  which  the  honorable  member 
draws  from  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Let  me  first  quote  a 
statement  made  by  the  honorable  monber 
for  Bland,  when  before  the  electors.  On 
the  12th  November,  1903,  shortly  prior  to 
the  general  elections.     He  said  that — 

He  would  not,  in  any  circumstances,  be  a  party 
to  disturbing  the  fiscal  peace  now  reached. 

That  is  a  ffirly  comprehensive  statement 

The  Labour  Party  had  been  able  to  knock  out 
a  few  taxes  which  pressed  heavily  on  the  people, 
and  in  this  way  had  reduced  the  revenue  by  a 

large  amount. 

After  making  the  speech  during  the  debate 
on  the  Address-in-Reply,  to  which  I  have 
referred,  the  honorable  member,  as  Prime 
Minister,  went  to  his  own  constitueiKy,  and, 
speaking  at  a  public  meeting  at  Wagga,  on 
9th  of  August  last,  said — 

I  believe  there  is  no  probability  of  any  appeal 
for  the  alteration  of  the  Tariff  being  responded 
to  during  this  present  Parliament.  The  people 
were  assured  at  the  last  elections  that  it  was  de- 
sirable to  have  fiscal  peace,  at  any  rate,  for  this 
Parliament,  and  1  must  say  that  I  agree  that  it 
is  desirable  to  have  some  rest  from  the  eternal 
fight  on  the  fiscal  question.  If  this  were  a  coun- 
try which  had  been  united  for  many  years,  and 
the  full  effect  of  Inter-State  fji^e^tiade  could  be 
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accurately  gauged,  and  the  whole  records  were 
itvailable  for  yean,  then  I  ihonld  say  that  there 
might  be  grave  reason  to  inquire  again  into  the 
conditions  brought  about  by  the  Tariff.  But  we 
have  not  had  time  since  the  passing  of  the  Tariff 
to  get  any  clear  idea  of  what  its  incidence  will 
be  in  the  future. 

We  thus  have  tlie  evidence  of  the  leaders 
d£  the  three  different  parties  which  were 
then  in  existence — the  Deakin  Party,  the 
Reid  Party,  and  the  Watson  Party — as  ti- 
the  verdict  of  the  country.  We  have  also 
the  evidence  of  another  honorable  and 
learned  member,  who,  strange  to  say,  is  to 
iDe  found  to-day  most  actively  assisting 
those  who  wish  to  fight  against  what  they 
declared  to  be  the  verdict  of  the  country. 
We  find  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Northern  Melbourne  among  those  who 
now  wish  for  fiscal  war  instead  of  the  fiscal 
peace  on  which  they  appealed  to  the  else 
tors.  Here  is  what  the  htmorable  and 
learned  member  for  Northern  Melbourne 
said  in  regaid  to  that  question — - 

Now  that  the  Tariff  has  been  disposed  of,  surely 
we  must  recognise  that  there  is  nothing  between  the 
Ministerial  and  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House 
than  the  table.  There  are  more  differences  of 
opinion  between  individual  members  of  the  Oppo- 
sition than  there  are  between  members  of  the 
front  Ministerial  and  front  Opposition  benches. 

The  honorable  and  learned  member  professed 
to  recognise  that  there  was  practically  no  dif- 
ference between  those  who  were  sitting  in 
Opposition  and  those  on  the  Ministerial 
benches. 

Similarly  there  are  more  diEFerences  between 
Ministerial  supporters  themselves  than  there  arc 
between  the  political  views  of  Ministerialists  and 
Oppositionists. 

I  should  like  to  know  how  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  reconciles  that  attitude  with 
the  attitude  he  takes  up  now,  as  one  of  the 
small  ]',arty  led  by  the  honorable  and  learned 
memlier  for  Indi,  who  are  anxious  to  raise 
the  Tariff  issue  at  the  present  time?  Some 
complaint  has  been  made  by  the  leader 
of  the  Labour  Party  about  the  un- 
fair t.Tctics  which  have  been  pur- 
sued in  arriving  at  the  vote  by 
which  the  late  Government  were  ousted 
from  office.  But  I  would  remind  honorable 
members  opposite  that  the  battle  ground  was 
of  their  own  choosing.  The  issue  upon 
which  the  late  Government  were  defeated  was 
not  in  itself  necessarily  a  vital  issue.  Be- 
lieving that  they  had  means  of  escape  at 
their  disposal  the  late  Government,  with  that 
appearance  of  courage  which  characterizes 
them  when  they  think  they  are  going  to  win, 
and  that  there  is  no  possibility  of  defeat, 
Mr.  Johnson. 


made  the  question  vital.  But  while  they 
chose  the  battle  ground,  the  members  of  the 

then  Opposition  chose  the  time  for  making 
their  attack.  This  was  what  the 
Labour  Party  had  not  bargained  for.  It 
was  a  case  of  being  Qut-generalied.  The 
then  Government  had  made  provision  for 
meeting  a  frontal  attack.  They  had  pre- 
pared bridges  by  which  they  oould  escape, 
and  laid  mines  aiid  made  other  preparaticuu 
to  repel  an  (uulaught  f nxn  the  front.  -  But 
they  had  not  made  provision  for  an  attack 
on  their  flank.  The  members  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, whilst  accepting  the  field  of  battle, 
chose  the  time  when  the  issue  should  be 
fought,  and  by  means  of  superior  general- 
ship a  time  was  chosen  which  was  inoppor- 
tune for  the  occupants  of  the  Treasury 
bench,  whose  sentinels  were  caught  nap- 
ping at  their  posts.  It  was  a  per- 
fectly legitimate  thing  when  the  gauge 
of  battle  had  b«n  thrown  do«-n 
by  the  Ministr>'  of  the  day,  and 
they  had  declared  that  they  would  re- 
gard a  certain  proposal  as  vital,  for  the  Op- 
position, accepting  the  situation,  to  choose 
their  own  time  for  making  the  attack.  Their 
choice,  of  course,  was  made  when  it  best 
suited  them.  That  was  perfectly  fair 
tactics  in  political  warfare.  But  there 
was  no  necessity  to  make  a  de- 
tail of  a  Bill  in  Committee  vital, 
and  the  members  of  the  Opposition  are  not 
to  be  held  responsible  because  the  late  Go- 
vernment were  foolish  enough  to  do  such  a 
thing.  But  the  charge  of  unfairness  made 
against  the  Opposition  is  absolutely  baseless. 
I  now  want  to  refer  to  something  which  was 
said  by  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Indi  in  reference  to  the  Prime  Minister. 
He  quoted  a  passage  fron  a  speech  by  the 
Prime  Minister,  in  which  that  right  honor- 
able gentleman  said— 

In  the  plenitude  of  time,  when  our  millions 
have  become  tens  of  millions,  we  shall  have  a  crop 
of  misery  which  shall  solve  the  difficulty  in  r^ard 
to  cheap  manufactures. 

The  object  of  that  quotation  was  to  indicate 
that  the  present  Prime  Minister  meant  that 
the  question  of  cheap  competition  was  to  be 
solved  when  men  and  women  in  Australia 
were  starving  and  lacking  even  a  crust  of 
bread.  But  I  charge  the  hoix>rable  and 
learned  member  for  Indi  with  gross  unfair- 
ness in  separating  that  quotaticm  from  its 
context,  which  bore  no  such  constrtKitcai  as 
he  placed  upon  it.  This  is  a  sample  of  the 
kind  of  charges  which  are  levelled  against 
the  Prime  Minister  and  honorable  members 
on  this  side. 
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Mr.  Tudor. — Let  the  honorable  member 
read  the  context. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— This  is  the  portion 
which  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Indi  did  not  read — 

Will  the  erection  of  a  fence  solve  it?  Never! 
We  may  run  a  ring  round  our  owa  people,  but 
we  cannot  bull^dote  the  markets  of  the*  world. 
When  we  come  to  compete  with  those  markets, 
we  shall  have  to  do  as  all  other  nations  do.  That 
is  why  I  have  abhorred  the  policy  of  producing 
artificial  industries  which  belong  to  a  period  of 
human  misery  and  over-population. 

It  will  be  seen  that  those,  words  are  not  cap- 
able of  the  construction  which  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Indi  sought  most 
unfairly  to  put  upon  them.  The  Prime  Minis- 
ter was  referring  to  the  futility  of  attempting 
to  improve  human  conditions,  and  to  get  rid 
of  misery,  starvation,  and  other  evils  which 
oppress  humanity,  by  raising  Tariff  walls 
around  industry — he  was  trying  to  prove 
the  absolute  futility  of  sudi  means  for 
bringing  about  an-  improvement  in  the  social 
and  industrial  conditions  of  the  people.  The 
words  are  not  capable  of  the  construc- 
tion which  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Indi  most  cruelly  attempted  to 
put  on  them,  and  which  went  broadcast 
through  the  newspapers  as  the  sentiments  of 
the  Prime  Minister-  I  should  like  to  say  a 
woid  as  to  the  position  of  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Indt,  in  regard  to 
the  fiscal  truce.  In  the  Melbourne  Argus^ 
of  14th  September,  there  is  reprinted 
an  extract  from  a  speech  delivered  by 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  on 
fiscal  matters,  and  as  I  have  seen  no  con- 
tradiction I  may  assume  that  the  report  is 
correct. 

Mr.  Tudor.— What  is  the  date  of  the 
speech? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  date  of  the  de- 
livery of  the  speech  is  not  given,  but  it  was 
before  the  last  election,  {  think. 

Mr.  Tudor. — The  speech  was  delivered 
about  ten  years  aga 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  speech  was 
<luoted  in  the  Argus  a  few  days  ago,  and 
I  presume  that  if  anything  had  been  wrong 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  would 
have  taken  the  very  first  opportunity  to  send 
Si,  correction. 

And  the  miner,  how  is  he  on  a  level  with  the 
worken  in  the  town?  He  has  a  weight  round  his 
neck. 

Evidently,  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber was  a  staunch  free-trader  at  that  time. 


We  are  told  that  the  minen  patriotically  stood 
"by  protection  in  the  past.    Are  we  to  whip  the 

willing  horse  to  death?  Is  protection  to  go  on 
for  ever  to  an  tmliroited  extent,  right  on,  as  we 
are  tald,  to  prohibition?  Are  we  never  to  stop 
taxing  the  miner?  He  is  the  man  who  goes 
through  the  most  arduous  labour,  the  most  dan- 
gerous pursuits,  to  win  the  wealth  of  the  country ; 
and  what  does  he  get  in  return  for  it?  A  promise 
that  more  burdens  shall  be  laid  upon  him.  His 
pick  is  weighted  with  taxation,  every  article  be 
wears  is  weighted  with  taxation,  and  when  be 
goes  home  every  article  in  his  house,  even  his 
knife  and  fork,  is  taxed. 

When  we  read  that  speech,  can  we  con- 
ceive it  possible  that  it  was  delivered  by 
the  same  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Indi,  who  is  now  seeking  to  place  fresh 
burdens  on  the  shoulders  of  the  miner — to 
put  fresh  taxes  on  what  the  miner  uses? 
Can  we  conceive  it  possible  that  the  two 
are  one  and  the  same  person?  I  must  con- 
fess that  to  me  it  seems  a  most  strange 
and  unaccountable  metamorphosis.  As  to 
Some  other  honorable  members,  it  is  inter- 
esting to  see  what  they  have  said  in  regard 
to  those  matters.  The  honorable  member 
for  Bourke  is  reported  in  the  Melbourne 
Age  of  November  35,  to  have  said  at  North- 
cote — 

The  electors  had  to  consider  whether  they 
would  be  represented  by  a  person  who  was  the 
nominee  of  a  little  clique  called  the  Political 
Labour  League — 

I  wonder  whether  the  honorable  member 
meant  any  allusion  to  gentlemen  now  sit- 
ting on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  See- 
ing that  he  is  in  active  association  with  those 
same  gentlemen,  I  can  hardly  believe  that 
to  be  the  case.  But  still  we  have  to  go  by 
what  the  hont^able  member  himself  has 
said.     The  speech  proceeds — 

or  whether  they  would  send  back  their  present 
member,  who  represented,  not  one  section,  out  all 
sections  of  the  constituency  .  .  .  leaving  the 
ballot-box  to  decide  whether  the  choice  should  rest 
with  the  domination  of  the  Political  Labour 
League  or  the  individual  judgment  and  liberty 
of  the  people. 

How  are  we  to  reconcile  those  sentimoits 
with  the  position  of  the  honorable  manber 
at  the  present  time  in  association  with  those 
wh(xn  he  in  November  last,  during  th'j 
cent  campaign,  denotmced  in  no  uimneasured 
terms?  In  making  a  very  violent  attack 
on  that  party,  he  further  said — 

Their  methods  savoured  of  Tammany  Hall  and 
Russia — the  caucus  did  not  allow  any  liberty. 

Those  are  peculiar  sentiments  for  an  hon- 
orable member  to  hold  who  is  now  so  closely 
associated  with  the  very  men  whose  methods 
he  thus  described  in  November. 
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Mr.  Tudor. — Tell  us  what  the  Prime 
Minister  said  about  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  leave  that  to  other 
honorable  members.  Here  is  another  re- 
markable speech,  delivered  at  Bnmswick 
Town  Hall,  and  reported  in  the  Agt  of  No- 
vonber  12th: — 

It  was  a  question  of  the  domiaati<m  of  a  party 
called  the  Political  Labour  Partv  or  of  the 
electors  choosing  a  candidate  of  their  own  free 
right.  He  would  deal  with  the  constitution,  the 
tactics  and  methods  of  the  Political  Labour  Party 
at  a  future  election  meeting,  and  he  would 
promise  to  make  it  very  interesting  indeed. 

And  he  did,  though  I  shall  not  quote  the 
speech  just  now.  Hcmorable  members  may 
look  it  up  (»  the  files  for  themselves. 

He  held  their  own  declaration  in  his  band,  on 
which  were  the  names  of  Tom  Mann,  Messrs. 
White  and  Fleming,  and  other  anarchists. 

Mr.  Tudor. — Whose  declaraticxi? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  —  The  declaration  of 
the  Political  Labour  League. 

Mr.  TuDOK. — I  think  the  honorable  mem- 
ber  is  misquoting  the  honorable  member  for 
Bourke. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  —  I  am  reading  the 
speech  as  reported  in  the  Melbourne  A^;, 
and  if  the  b<»K>rable  member  had  bean  mis- 
repOTted,  I  take  it  that  he  would  have  sent 
a  c(STectioD.  I  lo(dud  in  subsequent  issues 
for  a  correctioDi  but  could  find  no  trace  of 
rme,  and,  therefore,  I  think  it  is  perfectly 
legitimate  for  me  to  accept  the  report  as 
an  accurate  statement  of  wnat  the  bcmorable 
member  said.  At  this  juncture  of  the  honor- 
able member's  speech,  a  voice  interjected, 
"  What  has  that  to  do  with  the  Labour 
Party?"  and  the  reply  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Bourke  was: — 

It  had  got  this  to  do  with  it;  that  circular  was 
issued  as  the  result  of  a  minute  carried  at  the 
Trades  Hall  Council.  .  .  .  With  reference  to 
the  future,  he  would  support  the  Government  as 
regards  the  maintenance  of  the  present  fiscal  pro- 
tecliun  and  fiscal  peace. 

So  that  the  honorable  member  for  Bourke 
was  a  declared  anti-Socialist  at  that  time, 
and  asserted  that  the  Political  Labour 
League  was  composed  of  anarchists  and 
Socialists,  because  they  had  accepted  as 
their  creed  a  circular  issued  by  those  bodies. 
The  honorable  member's  name  appears  in 
the  list  published  by  the  Age  newspaper  of 
those  who  were  opposed  to  anv  interfer- 
ence with  the  Tariff  and  to  Socialism,  but  we 
noAv  find  him  amongst  those  who  are  rais- 
ing the  Tariff  issue  in  order  to  bring  for- 
ward measures  of  extreme  protection,  and 
who  to  do  this  have  allied  themselras  with 


those  very  Socialists  whose  policy  they  have 
condemned  in  such  vigorous  language.  I 
have  a  good  deal  more  to  say  upon  the 
question,  and  possibly  honorable  members 
would  agree  to  an  adjournment  of  the  de- 
bate at  this  hour. 

Debate  adjourned. 

House  adjourned  at  10.40  p.m. 


Jtjoiisr  of  ixrpvrsrntntibrs. 

Wednesday,  21  September ^  1904. 


;Mr.  Speaeek  took  the  chair  at  2.30  pjn., 
and  read  prayers. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney — Minister  of 
External  Affairs). — I  wish  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation  with  reference  to  a  state- 
ment made  in  this  House  last  evening  as  to 
my  conduct  in  connexion  with  the  case  of 
some  potters  under  the  Immigration  Restric- 
tion Act.  Hofwrabie  members  will  recollect 
that  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
West  Sydney  stated  last  night  that  I  had 
taken  certain  proceedings  with  referoKe  to 
either  the  employer  or  the  men  themselves. 
In  (me  of  the  newspaper  accounts  pub- 
lished this  morning  he  is  reported  to  have 
said  that  I  had  taken  proceedings  against 
the  men. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — He  said  "against 
the  employer." 

Mr.  REID.— I  think  that  he  did.  In 
the  other  and  fuller  account — that  whidi 
appears  in  the  Melbourne  A.ge — he  is  re- 
ported to  have  said  that  I  had  takra  the 
proceedings  against  the  employer.  I  should 
have  liked  to  refer  to  an  advance  proof  of 
Hansard^  to  set  the  matter  at  rest ;  but  we 
are  not  entitled  to  see  proof  copies  of  other 
member's  speeches  imtil  they  have  been  cor- 
rected, unless  with  the  permission  of  the 
member  concerned,  and,  as  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  West  Sydney  was 
not  here,  I  could  not  get  his  authority.  I 
have  therefore  had  to  fall  back  on  the  news- 
paper reports.  The  Age  report  of  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member's  remarks  reads 
as  follows: — 

The  Prime  Minister  stated  his  intentioa  of 
aiterinc  the  law— • 
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That  is  the  law  with  reference  to  this  con- 
tract arrangement — 

as  soon  as  he  got  into  power ;  but  what  has  he 
dbae?  Listen:  Six  English  potters  landed  in 
this  country — men  of  oux  own  fieth  and  blood — 
and  are  now  here  ai  citizens ;  but  instructions  are 

being  given — • 

Honorable  members  will  notice  that  the 
present  tense  is  employed — - 

to  the  Solicitor-General  to  file,  in  New  South 
Wales,  an  information  against  the  man  who 
brought  them  here,  and  under  the  very  section  of 
the  Act  under  which  it  was  sought  to  prevent  the 
six  hatters  landing.  (Sensation,  and  loud  Oppo- 
sition cheers). 

Since  the  rising  of  the  Ifouse  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  to  get  full  information  on  the 
subject  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Depart- 
ment, and  I  am  now  in  a  position  to 
state  to  the  House  that  I  have  never,  from 
the  time  I  entered  crfiice  tmtil  this  moment, 
had  any  papers  submitted  to  me  in  con- 
nexion with  any  incident  of  the  kind,  nor 
have  I  ever  given  any  instructions  of  any 
kind  with  reference  either  to  the  potters 
themselves  or  to  their  employer.  I  knew 
that  something  had  occurred  in  reference  to 
this  matter  since  I  cai^e  into  office,  and  that 
made  me  reticent  until  I  could  satisfy  my- 
self of  the  facts,  because  it  is  always  best 
to  wait  until  one  is  sur&  This  is  w^t  has 
occurred:  When  I  came  into  dS5ce  the 
Secretary  to  the  Department  asked  me  if  I 
wished  to  disturb  any  of  the  actions  of  my 
predecessors,  especially  with  reference  to 
this  Immigration  Restriction  Act.  Honor- 
able members  who  have  been  in  office  knew 
what  the  universal  rule  is — ^that  no  Minister 
who  comes  in  disturbs  the  deduoiu  of  his 
predecessors  except  under  some  very  special 
drcumsCances.  That  is  an  unwritten  law, 
of  whidi  evei7  man  of  experience  is  aware. 
The  Secretary  asked  me  whether  I  had  any 
intention  to  imdo  or  to  tmsettle  the  actions 
of  my  predecessors  under  this  Act,  and  I 
said,  as  I  think  any  other  Minister  in  the 
world  would  have  said,  that  I  had  not.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  instructitms  to  prose- 
cute were  issued  by  the  hcmorable  and 
learned  member  for  West  Sydney  himself 
some  days  before  I  took  office.  I  am 
aacry  that  he  is  not  here  now.  I  asked 
that  word  should  be  sent  to  him  of 
ray  intention  to  make  this  explanation, 
but  unfortimately  he  is  not.  here.  I  am 
making  a  statement  of  my  own  now,  but 
it  will  be  more  satisfactory  if  I  presently 
read  the  report  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
Department.  I  am  stating  now  what  I 
think  is  the  worst  feature  of  this  matter, 


that  the  hcmcvable  and  learned  member, 
standing  at  this  table,  put  that  imputatim 
upcHi  me,  to  be  printed  in  the  records  of  the 
national  Parliament,  and  to  be  circulated 
against  me  all  through  Australia,  and,  a 
few  minutes  afterwards,  went  out  of  the 
Chamber,  and  made  another  statement  to 
the  representative  of  the  Melbourne  Age, 
which  was  absolutely  at  variance  with  it, 
and  in  which  he  acknowledged  that  he  had 
given  the  instructions  himself,  though  he 
said  that  I  could  have  undone  them. 
Mr.  Mauger. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  RE  ID.— Of  course  I  could.  Who 
requires  to  be  told  that?  I  could  have  un- 
done the  administration  of  the  law  j  but  is 
that  what  honorable  members  wish  a  Min- 
ister to  do?  Just  fancy  the  denunciations 
which  would  have  been  levelled  against  me 
if  I  had  undone  the  work  of  my  predecessor 
under  th^  Act  without  either  rhyme  or  rea- 
son. Hcmorable  members  surely  see  the  dis- 
tinction between  fair  political  fighting  and 
the  making  of  statements  to  be  reported  in 
our  proceedings  which  are  absolutely  untrue. 
Surely  there  is  a  distinction  between  these 
two  things  1 

Mr.  Watson. — I  do  not  think  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  wished  it  to  be 
implied  that  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
should  have  uiuione  his  work. 

Mr.  REID. — So  far  frc»n  implying  it 
here,  he  stated  that  I  had  done  what  was 
really  done  by  himself ;  but  outside  he  ad- 
mitted that  I  had  not  done  it,  though  I 
could  undo  his  work.  Yet,  notwithstand- 
ing that  admission,  there  is  left  on  the  pages 
of  Hansard  his  statement  that  I  did  the 
work. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — ^The  right  honorable 
member  would  have  carried  out  the  law, 
would  he  not? 

Mr.  REID.—  I  hope  that  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  will  allow  me  to  make 
this  explanation.  I  know  that  he  is  gene- 
rous enough  for  that  small  favour.  On 
my  arrival  at  my  oflice  this  morning,  I  ad* 
dressed  this  minute  to  the  Secretary  to  the 
Department — 

The  alleged  prosecution  of  six  potters. 

My  impression  at  the  time  was  that  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  West  Syd- 
ney had  stated  that  the  six  potters  had  been 
prosecuted.  That  is  the  statement  reported 
in  one  of  the  newspapers ;  but  in  the  Age 
report  it  is  stated  that  it  is  the  employer 
who  was  prosecuted.  However,  that  is  an 
immaterial  point 
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Mr.  Watson. — The  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  West  Sydney  said  that  it  was 
the  employer  who  had  been  prosecuted. 
Mr.  REID. — My  minute  continues— 
Perhaps  the  Secretary  will  be  good  enough  to 
furaish  me  with  a  report  on  this  subject.  Is  there 
aoy  truth  in  the  suggestion  that  I  put  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Immigration  Restriction  Act  in  force 
in  connexion  with  any  such  case? 

The  Secretary  replied — 

The  papers  in  this  matter  are  in  Sydney.  The 
order  of  Mr.  Hughes  to  initiate  proceedings  was 
communicated  to  the  Collector  of  Customs,  Syd- 
ney, in  a  letter  dated  13th  August — 

That  was  before  I  came  into  office — 

instructing  him  to  lay  the  papers  before  the 
Crown  Solicitor,  with  a  view  to  prosecuting  the 
firm  under  section  12  of  the  Act,  which  provides 
that— 

"Any  person  who  makes  or  authorizes  any 
contract  or  agreement,  the  performance 
of  which  would  be  a  contravention  of  the 
Act,  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence." 
No  instructions  were  given  to  take  proceedings 
against  the  men. 

Mr.  McCay. — ^The  13th  August  is  the 
day  upon  which  my  motion  was  carried 
against  the  Watson  Administratioa 

Mr.  Watson. — ^The  dedsion  may  have 
been  arrived  at  earlier  than  that. 

Mr.  REID. — I  am  not  making  any  point 
of  that 

Mr.  Mahon. — ^But  one  of  the  honorable 
member's  colleagues  did. 

Mr.  REID. — ^I  have  no  complaint  of  any 
kind  to  make  upon  that  praiU.  I  was  so 
anxious  to  cany  out  the  ordinary  rules  that 
when  I  found  a  recommendation  of  my 
honorable  predecessor  with  regard  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  judicial  c^cer  for  New 
Guinea,  I  accepted  it,  although  the  appoint- 
ment had  not  actually  been  made.  I  wished 
to  show  proper  respect  for  the  dedsicms  of 
my  predecessor,  although  they  might  not 
have  been  formally  ratified.  The  memo- 
randum proceeds — 

On  Mr.  Rcid  taking  over  the  administration  of 
this  Department,  I  had  a  conversation  with  him 
about  the  more  important  cases  then  current,  and 
informed  him  brteSy  what  had  been  done  in  this 
matter.  Mr,  Rcid  said  that  he  did  not  propose 
to  interfere  with  any  directions  given  by  his  pre- 
decessor. 

I  never  even  saw  the  papers  upon  the  sub- 
ject, because  they  were  m  Sydney  when  I 
came  into  office.  Mr.  Hunt  proceeds  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Recently  I  wrote  to  the  Collector  of  Customs, 
Sydney,  asking  how  the  matter  stood,  and  was 
informed,  in  reply,  that  the  Crown  Solicitor  had 
asked  for  further  particulars,  which  were  then 
being  obtained. 


Then  I  asked  the  following  question: — 

Since  our  convetHtiont  when  I  took  office,  above 
referred  to,  htm  the  case  been  submitted  to  me  in 
any  shape  or  form? 

Mr.  Hunt's  reply  was  "  Na'' 
HoHORABix  MEUBEM8. — ^Hear,  hear. 

MOTION  OF  WANT  OF 

CONJFIDENCE. 
Debate  resumed  fnxa  soth  September, 
{tdde  page  4758),  cn  moti<xi  by  Mr.  Wat- 
son— 

That  the  present  Administratis  does  not  pos- 
sess the  confidence  of  this.  House. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang).— The  statement 
whidi  has  just  been  made  by  the  Prime 
Minister,  with  reference  to  the  attack  upon 
him  as  the  head  of  the  Goverrunent,  in  con- 
nexion with  the  six  potters,  shows  the  un- 
scrupulous character  of  the  c^positioD 
which  is  being  directed  against  the  present 
Ministry,  not,  I  admit,  by  the  whcde  of 
the  members  of  the  Opposition,  but,  cer- 
tainly by  some  of  the  prominent  mem- 
bers of  that  party.  I  have  every  liking  for 
a  fair,  straight-out  fight,  no  matter  how 
hard  the  hitting  may  be,  but  I  entirely  dis- 
approve of  tactics  which  savour  of  gross  un- 
fairness. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Then  why  did  the  honor- 
able member  take  part  in  the  sand-bagging 
of  the  last  Ministry. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  never  took  part  in 
any  sand-bagging.  In  my  attitude  towards 
the  Opposition  I  have  throughout  been 
guided  by  principle.  I  have  endeavoured 
at  all  times  to  refrain  from  personalities 
or  attacks  upon  individuals. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Is  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  West  Sidney  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Opposition  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— He  is  an  ex-Minister. 
I  have  never  descoided,  and  I  trust  I  never 
shall,  to  pursue  such  despicable  tactics  as 
have  unfortimately  been  practised  by  some 
honorable  members  opposite.  The  new- 
found zeal  for  fiscal  war  on  the  part  of  hon- 
orable members  who  were  returned  to  pro- 
mote fiscal  peace,  is  certainly  most  pecu- 
liar, in  view  of  the  death-like  silence  they 
have  maintained  with  regard  to  that  ques- 
tion during  the  last  few  months.  We  are 
entitled  to  believe  that  some  sinister  in- 
fiuence  has  been  at  work,  rather  th«n  that 
their  action  is  prompted  by  a  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  public  intere^  We  have  been 
told  by  the  htxior^e  and  learned  manbn' 
for  Indi  that  the  alliance  entered  into 
between  his  followers  and  the  Labour  Party 
is  a  perfectly  natural  one,  because  the 
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Labour  Party  have  always  helped  the 
protectionists  to  impose  the  heaviest  burdens 

upon  the  backs  of  the  people. 

yiit  Watson.- — The  honorable  member 
should  not  attack  his  friends. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  am  not  doing  so.  I 
am  speaking  of  those  honorable  members 
who  wish  to  raise  the  Customs  duties  still 
higher.  The  desire  of  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Indi  is  to  secure  the  as- 
sistance of  the  members  of  the  Labour  Party 
in  imposing  still  further  burdens  upon  the 
people  whose  interests  they  are  supposed  to 
have  specially  in  their  care.  The  honor- 
able and  learned  member,  who,  b^  the 
way,  is  playing  the  part  of  the  spider  m  the 
fable  of  the  "Spider  and  the  Fly,"  when 
speaking  a  few  days  ago,  said — 

But  for  the  assistance  of  the  protectionist  ma- 

i'ority  in  the  Labour  Party,  the  TarifF  would  not 
ave  been  as  protective  as  it  was. 

The  honorable  member  for  Melbourne  Ports 
stated — 

The  alliance  is  purely  on  a  protectionist  basis. 

The  honorable  member  for  Darling  said — 

The  only  true  protectionists  are  on  this  side  of 
the  House. 

The  desire  on  the  part  of  honorable  mem- 
bers for  an  increase  of  duties  is  in  strange 
contrast  to  the  attitude  they  assumed  when 
they  were  before  the  electors  recently. 
Among  those  honorable  members  who  sub- 
scribed to  the  principle  of  a  fiscal  truce 
^yA&  the  honorable  member  for  Melbourne 
Ports.  His  utterances  are  specially  inter- 
esting in  view  of  the  present  action  of  the 
Labour  Party,  because  in  his  speech  reported 
in  the  Age  of  24th  November  last,  the  hon- 
orable member  not  only  defined  his  position 
with  regard  to  the  TarifF,  but  also  expressed 
his  opinion  very  strongly  with  regard  to  the 
LabcHir  Party.   He  said — 

He  had  no  intention,  however,  of  re~opening 
the  Tariff  fiscal  question.  (Cheefs.)  In  answer 
to  a  question  Mr.  Maugcr  said  he  had  been  asked 
to  "  nominally  "  sign  the  platform  of  the  P.L.C. 
A  Voice — "  Then  the  Coiucil  is  a  failure." 
(Cheer*), 

Mr.  Maugeb. — "  I  say  it  is  not  only  a  failure — 
it  is  an  absolute  fraud." 

Now  we  find  the  hon(»able  memberi  who  des- 
cribed the  Labour  Party  with  which  he  is 
in  alliance  as  a  fraud  ■  

Mr.  MAtrasR. — ^That  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  am  reading  from  the 
report  published  in  the  Age. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  honorable  member  is 
placing  his  own  construction  upon  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  have  not  seen  any 
contradiction  in  the  same  paper. 


Mr.  Mauges. — No,  because  it  did  not 
suit  the  honorable  member  to  look  for  a 
contradiction. 
I  Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  have  looked  through 
the  files,  and  I  have  not  seen  any  contra- 
dictioa  If  the  honorable  member  assures 
me  that  he  did  not  make  the  statement  attri- 
buted to  him,  I  am  prepared  to  accept  his 
denial.  His  position  on  the  TarifF  ques* 
tion  has,  however,  been  clearly  de- 
fined. He  was  one  of  those  who  sup- 
ported the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat,  who  was  appealing  to 
the  country  on  the  issue  of  fiscal  peace. 
Notwithstanding  that  during  all  these 
months  he  has  never  opened  his  lips  in  an 
attempt  to  raise  the  TarifF  question,  he  now 
wishes  to  deny  that  the  verdict  of  the  elec- 
tors of  the  CommtMiwealth  w.as — as  his 
erstwhile  leader,  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat  declared — in  favour  of 
fiscal  peace. 

Mr.  ^Iauger. — I  was  the  first  to  op&a 
the  matter,  and  to  point  out  what  I  thought 
was  necessary. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  cannot  help  con- 
trasting the  utterances  which  I  have  just 
quoted  with  the  attitude  of  the  honorable 
member  at  the  present  time.  How  can  he 
reconcile  his  appeal  to  the  electors  to  re- 
turn him  to  assist  in  promoting  fiscal  peace, 
and  his  tacit  acceptance  of  the  result  as  a 
verdict  for  fiscal  peace,  with  his  action  in 
denying,  months  afterwards,  that  the  ver- 
dict of  the  people  was  in  fa%'0ur  of  a  Tariff 
truce  ? 

i     Mr.  Mauger. — ^That  was  a  mere  incident 
in  the  elections. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— It  was  the  main  issue 
at  the  general  elections.  As  I  pointed  out 
last  night,  it  was  the  issue  set  forth  bv  the 
organ  of  the  Protectionist  Party — I  re- 
fer to  the  Age — day  after  day,  and 
it  was  also  that  which  was  put 
before    the    electors    by    the  honorable 

J  and  learned  member  for  Ballarat  in  his 
opening  speech  of  the  campaign,  and  the 
issue  put  to  the  electors  of  Melbourne  Ports 
by  the  honorable  member  himself.  How, 
then  can  the  honorable  member  for  Mel- 
bourne Ports  justifiably  urge  that  it  con- 
stituted merely  a  minor  incident  in  the 
elections  ?  It  was  the  main  issue,  I  repeat, 
and  that  upon  which  the  battle  was  fought 
in  Victoria  and  the  other  States.  The  ver- 
dict of  the  electors  of  New  South  Wales 
was  overwhelmingly  in  favour  of  free- 
trade,  but  that  of  a  majority  of  those  of 
Victoria  and  the  Commonwealth  was  in 
favour  of  the  maintenance  of  fiscal  peace, 
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as  the  honorable  member  for  Melbourne 
Ports  is  very  well  aware. 

Mr.  Mavger. — ^The  verdict  of  the  elec- 
tors of  Victoria  is  always  in  faTOur  of 
adequately  protecting  industries. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.—How  can  the  honor- 
able member  reconcile  his  present  attitude 
with  the  speeches  which  were  delivered  by 
himself  and  others  in  this  House  at  a  very 
early  stage  of  the  present  session?  Both 
the  present  Prime  Minister  and  the  leader 
of  the  Labour  Party  admitted  in  the  de- 
bate which  took  place  upon  the  Address-in- 
Reply  that  the  people  had  declared  for  the 
maintenance  of  fiscal  peace.  Since  then 
they  have  emphasized  that  fact  time  after 
time. 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  is  twelve  months 
ago.   Look  what  has  happened  since  then. 

Mr.  Bamford.— What  was  the  verdict  of 
the  electors  of  New  South  Wales  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— It  was  in  favour  of  the 
adoption  of  a  free-trade  policy.  I  am  just 
as  ardent  a  free-trader  now  as  I  was  when 
I  appeared  before  the  electors.  I  am  also 
an  advocate  of  temperance  and  other  re- 
forms. Does  the  mere  fact  that  I  cannot 
achieve  my  desire  in  respect  of  these  matters, 
because  the  numbers  are  against  me,  con- 
stitute an  abandonment  of  principle?  The 
idea  will  not  hold  water.  Honorable  mem- 
bers upon  the  Ministerial  side  of  the  House 
are  perfectly  free  to  express  their  individual 
opinions.  I  stand  here  to-day  as  absolute 
a  free-trader  as  I  ever  was,  and  with  full 
power  to  exercise  my  own  judgment  as  to 
how  I  shall  vote.  Honorable  members 
oppo^te  cannot  lay  claim  to  the  si^une  mea- 
sure of  freedom,  because  no  matter  how  ar- 
dently they  may  believe  either  in  free-trade 
or  protection,  if  a  majoritv  of  the  caucus 
decide  against  them  they  have  to  bow  their 
heads  in  submission. 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— That  is  the  position, 
api  bonor.ible  members  know  it.  If  the 
adontion  of  a  certain  course  is  declared  to 
be  in  the  interests  of  the  party,  the  minority 
have  to  vote  in  a  certain  way. 

Mr.  Watson. — Nonsense;  that  was  the 
pledge  which  the  honorable  member  signed 
in  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Ndt  at  all.  The 
leader  of  the  OpposititMi  forgets  that  the 
first  fighting  platform  of  the  Labour  Party 
was  an  ab^lutely  free-trade  platform.  It 
contained  these  words — ^"  We  will  raise 
revenue  by  the  taxation  of  land  values, 
irrespective  of  improvements." 


Mr.  Watson. — It  did  not  say  that. 
Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  have  the  platfonn 
here. 

Mr.  Watson.— Read  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  have  already  quoted 
from  it  in  this  House.  I  read  the  extraa 
in  question  when  addressing  honorable 
members  frcra  (he  Opposition  side  erf  the 
Chamber  at  an  early  stage  of  our  exist- 
ence as  a  new  Parliament.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  I  have  copies  of  ail  the  platforms 
which  have  since  been  adopted  by  the 
Labour  Party.  With  each  succeeding  year 
that  platform  has  retrograded  from  demo, 
cratic  ideals  more  and  more.  I  repeat 
that  the  (uiginal  platform  of  that  party 
partook  more  of  a  free-trade  character 
than  did  the  platform  of  the  Free-trade 
Party  itself,  and  when  I  ran  under  the 
auspices  of  that  party,  it  was  on  that 
democratic  free-trade  platform,  and  with 
the  express  stipulaticxi  that  if  I  were  ever 
called  upon  to  give  a  vc«e  which  would 
involve  the  sacrifice  of  my  free-trade  prin- 
ciples, I  would  resign  my  seat  in  Parlia- 
ment rather  than  ccnsent  to  such  a  proceed- 
ing. 

Mr.  Groou. — Was  that  stipulation  in 

writing  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— We  have  every  reason 
to  believe  that  there  is  in  the  Labour- 
Liberal  alliance  something  which  has  been 
kept  very  much  in  the  background.  TlMre 
is  a  compact  whidi  has  not  yet  been  re- 
vealed, but  upon  which  sc»ne  light  has  al- 
ready been  thrown.  The  somewhat  blunt, 
and,  perhaps,  incautious  remarks  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Hume  shed  a  little 
light  upon  this  matter.  He  informed  us 
that  the  Labour  Party  has  pledged  itself  to 
support  the  Manufactures  Encouragement 
Bill.  Where  do  free-trade  members  of  the 
Labour  Party  ooroe  in  when  they  sell  them- 
selves body  and  soul  to  a  body  whidi  wishes 
to  introduce  lhat.  measure  of  protection? 
When  they  charge  Mfaiisterial  supporters 
with  having  abandoned  their  prindples,  how 
can  they  reconcile  their  own  free-trade 
tenets  with  a  pledge  to  support  a  Bill  which 
is  admittedly  of  a  severely  protectionist 
character  ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Who  said  that  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hume  gave  us  an  insight  into  the 
basis  of  the  allianot 

Afr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^He  is  not  one  of  the 
leaders. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  understand  that  at 
the  time  of  whidi  I  speak  he  was  one  of  the 
leaders.   I  do  not  know  what  positi<Bi  he 
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occupies  at  present,  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  superior  generalship,  and  perhaps 
cunning,  of  another  ambitious  individual  in 
the  person  of  the  honorable  member  for  Indi 
has  unfortunately  paled  the  lustrous  radi- 
ance bf  his  political  light 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  honorable  member 
is  entirely  wxong.  The  honwable  memba 
for  Hume  is  as  much  a  leader  nam  as  he 
ever  was. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Then  we  are  to  un- 
derstand that  the  Opposition  has  three 
leaders.  I  repeat  that  the  honoiable 
member  for  Hume  has  declared  that 
the  Labour  Party  has  entered  into  a  com- 
pact to  support  the  Manufactures  En- 
couragement BilL  That  measure,  as  honor- 
able members  are  aware,  was  made  the  sub- 
ject of  an  inquiry  by  a  Select  Committee, 
wbidi  was  subsequently  converted  into  a 
Royal  Commission.  That  Commission  om- 
sisted  of  twelve  menA)ers,  and  opinion  was 
evenly  divi<fed  upon  the  merits  of  the  pro- 
posal. Amongst  those  who  disagreed  with 
the  principle  embodied  in  the  Bill  were  the 
honorable  member  for  Bland  and  the  hcm- 
orable  and  learned  member  for  West  Syd- 
ney, who  subscribed  to  the  following  para- 
graphs in  the  report: — 

X.  We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Com- 
mission, ftre  against  ue  passage  thiough  Parlia- 
ment of  the  Bill  for  the  payment  of  bonuses  by 
the  Federal  Goreroment  tor  the  establishment  of 
the  iron  industry  within  the  Commonwealth.  .  . 

3.  The  Bill  provides  for  the  payment  of 
j^324,ooo  of  the  people's  money  to  private  indi- 
viduals engaged  in  an  enterprise  for  their  private 
gain. 

These  are  not  my  words,  but  those  used  in 
the  report  itself — 

There  can  be  no  guarantee  that  the  bonuses 
proposed  would  permanently  establish  the  in- 
dustry, though  it  is  probable  the  inducements 
offered  might  ht  instrumental  in  forming  specu- 
lative companies. 

4.  One  of  the  witnesses,  Mr.  Sandford,  manag- 
ing director  of  the  Eakbanh  Iron  Works,  New 
South  Wales,  stated  that  be  had  made  an  agree- 
ment with  an  English  syndicate  to  spend  ^^250,000 
in  extending  the  Lithgow  works  if  the  Bill  passed. 
In  answer  to  another  question,  Mr.  Sandford 
said  that  to  make  pig-irmi  he  wanted  a  plant  in- 
volving on  expenditure  of  from  j^ioo,ooo  to 
j£'ia5,ooo.  This  estimate  ii  less  than  half  the 
sum  proposed  to  be  paid  in  bonuses. 

These  are  very  strong  statements,  to  which 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  and  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  West  Syd- 
ney subscribed,  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
TTiission.  Yet  we  are  now  told,  in  the  face 
of  these  damaging  assertions,  that  the 
Labour  Party,  of  which  these  hcmorable 
members  are  shining  lights,  have  pledged 


themselves  to  support  the  very  Bill  against 
which  they  reported  in  such  unmeasured 
terms  of  condemnaticMi. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Why  not  quote  all 
that  I  said?  In  additicm  to  the  statement 
which  the  honorable  member  has  attributed 
to  me,  I  said  that  in  Committee  the  mem- 
bers of  the  party  would  be  free  to  vote  as 
they  pleased  on  the  question  whether  the 
industry  should  be  owned  by  the  State  or 
taken  up  by  private  enterprise. 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  is  the  whole  point. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  quoted  the  exact 
words  used  by  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  Groou. — But  the  honor^le  mem- 
ber suppressed  the  context. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  statement  just 
made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Hume 
does  not  alter  the  position. 

Mr.  Gbooh. — The  position  may  remain 
the  same,  in  the  opinion  of  the  honorable 
member,  but  not  in  the  view  of  anv  one 
else. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  —  These  honorable 
members  show  clearly  in  the  report  to  which 
they  subscribed  that  it  is  proposed  to  put 
an  immense  sum  bf  public  money  into  the 
pockets  of  private  individuals. 

Mr.  Groom. — ^And  some  of  the  members 
of  the  present  Ministry  also  agreed  to  the 
payment  of  the  proposed  bonuses. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Is  it  not  the  purpose 
of  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Indi  and  the  hcmorable  member  for  Hume 
to  secure  the  passing  of  the  Bill  in  the 
interests  not  of  a  State  indtastry,  but  of 
private  enterprise? 

Mr,  Hughes. — Should  not  the  honorable 
member  be  very  glad  of  that  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON. — I  am  merely  showing 
the  position  taken  up  by  the  honorable  and 
learned  member.  I  desire  to  put  be- 
fore the  House  the  inconsistency  of  the 
position  now  occupied  by  him  as  compared 
with  that  which  he  took  up  when  he  signed 
the  report  to  which  I  have  referred.  If  it 
be  true  that  the  alliance  has  been  established 
on  such  a  basis,  I  can  only  say  that  it  is  an 
unholy  one,  and  will  not  c(»nmend  itself 
to  the  respect  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Groom. — ^The  honorable  member 
should  now  iustifv  the  coalition. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  honorable  and 
learned  member  will  have  an  oppoitunitv 
later  on  to  deal  with  that  matter,  but  I  in- 
tend on  this  occasion  to  hoe  my  own  row. 
and  will  come  to  that  point  presently.  I 
wish  now  to  refer  to  the  claim  made  by  the 
leader  of  the  Labour  Party — one  of  the 
leaders   of   a   party   which   has  three 
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heads — that    the    particular    sMrtion  to 

which  he  belongs  is  the  representa- 
tive not  of  a  class,  but  of  all  classes. 
That  assertion,  however,  has  been  denied, 
not  only  by  honorable  members  on  this  side 
of  the  House,  but  by  members  of  the 
Labour  Party.  It  is  true  that  when  it 
suits  their  own  purpose  members  of  the 
Labour  Party  clami  to  represent  all  classes. 
For  example,  when  they  were  speaking  on 
the  motion  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
Cond  [iation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  some  of 
them — and  the  honorable  member  for  Dar- 
ling was  among  the  number — were  careful 
to  state  that  they  came  into  this  House  to 
represent  no  particular  class,  but  all  sec- 
ticms  of  the  community. 

Mr,  Spence. — We  could  not  be  returned 
if  that  were  not  sa 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— In  the  face  of  that  as- 
sertion the  honorable  member  for  Darling 
and  other  members  of  the  party,  when  called 
upon  to  deal,  in  Committee,  with  certain 
clauses  of  the  Bill  conferring  special  pri\'i- 
leges  upon  a  particular  class — and  that  only 
the  sectim  of  a  class — sang  a  very  different 
tune. 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  Spence. — I  desired  fair  play  for 
them,  that  was  all. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— On  that  occasion  the 
honorable  member  for  Darling  said,  among 
other  things,  that — 

Non-unionists  are  the  most  'miserably  mean, 
selfish,  and  narrow-miDded  men  in  tbe  community, 
and  why  should  they  be  considered. 

Mr.    Maugeb. — Many    of    them  un- 
doubtedly are  selfish. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Notwithstanding  this 
statement  the  honorable  member  for  Darling 
insists  that  he  represents  non-unionists.  At 
a  later  stage  he  said — 

Non-unionists  are  largely  men  of  a  criminal 
type — a  criminal  class. 

Sir.  Spence. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Does  the  honorable 
member  represent  men  of  a  criminal  type  ? 

Mr.  Mauger. — No;  criminals  have  not  a 
vote 

Mi.  Watson. — Does  the  hwiorable  mem- 
ber represent  every  man  in  his  constituency  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  represent  men  of  all 
shades  of  opinion. 

Mr.  Watson. — Including  criminals? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— There  may  be  some 
lurking  unknown  in  my  electorate  

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — No;  I  live  in  the 
district.     There  are  no  criminals  there.  1 


0  Mr,  JOHNSON. — I  am  not  prepared  to 
-  say  that  I  do  represent  any  criminals.  My 
1.  constituency  is  an  eminently  respectable 
,  one.  Although  the  portion  in  which  t 
s  reside  possesses  a  police  station,  it  has 
s  no  police  court  within  its  boundaries.  I 
t  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  e\'en  the 
:  lock-up  rarely  has  an  occupant,  so  that 
.    I  think  I  may  fairly  claim  that  I  do  not 

1  represent  any  criminal  class.  I  am  not 
i  prepared  to  dispute  with  the  honorable 
f   member  for  Dartint:  the  honour  of  lepre- 

■  senting  a  criminal  class.  I  am  quite  satis- 
I  lied  to  represent  th(»e  who  do  not  belong  to 
)    that  type. 

Mr.   Spence. — I  am  not  a  champion  of 
the  non-unionists.    I  do  not  want  the  sup- 
I   port  of  some  of  them  whom  I  know. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Just  so.  Yet  but  a 
short  time  since  the  honorable  member 
'  claimed  to  represent  them  equally  with 
unionists .  I  come  now  to  the  honw- 
able  member  for  Kennedy,  who,  in  the 
course  of  a  speech  delivered  recently  by  the 

■  right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney, 
interjected  that  non-unionists  were  "  scabs 
and  blacklegs."  If  the  honorable  member 
is  a  representati^-e  of  scabs  and  black- 
legs, I  do  not  think  that  such  a  declaration 
comes  very  well  fron  him.  It  certainly 
is  iK>t  creditable  to  him,  and  his  consti- 
tuents will  not  consider  that  it  is  at  all  com- 
plimentary. 

Mr.  PoVNTON. — He  never  said  that  he 
represented  scabs  and  blacklegs. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  statement  which 
I  made  can  be  found  in  Hansard, 

Mr.  Watson. — But  he  did  not  say  that 
his  own  constituents  were  scabs  and  black- 
legs. The  IxHiorable  member  has  placed 
his  own  interpretation  upon  the  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  made  the  reference 
in  only  a  jocular  vein,  but  it  cannot  be 
dented  that  the  expression  to  which  I  have 
referred  was  used  by  the  bcuiorable  mem- 
ber. Notwithstanding  the  assertion  made 
during  the  second-reading  debate  bv  mem- 
bers of  the  Labour  Party  thit  they  repre- 
sent all  classes,  many  of  them  in  dis- 
cussing the  provisions  of  the  Conciliation 
and  Arbitration  Bill  in  Committee  declare^f 
that  they  were  sent  here  to  represent  not  a'l 
classes,  but  certain  special  interests,  and  to 
legislate  for  those  interests. 
Mr.  Wilson. — To  secure  class  legislation. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Exactly.  Many  of 
them  admitted  that  they  were  here  to  secure 
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the  passing  of  legislation  in  the  interests 
of  a  certain  section  of   the  community ; 
although  others  denied  that  that  was  so. 
This  is  only  another  evidence  of  the  want 
of  unanimity  which  exists  among  members 
of  the  Opposition.    I  hold  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Labour  Party  do  not  truly  re- 
present labour.    Those  who  are  associated 
with  other  parties  in  the  House  more  truly, 
represent  labour  than  do  the  members  of 
that  party,  who  claim  to  be  the  rcpresenta- 
ti\'es  of  special  classes.    Honorable  mem- 
bers on  this  side  of  the  House  represent 
labour  in  the  broadest  and  fullest  sense  of 
the  term — in  that  sense  which  recognises 
as  a  labourer  every  man  who  by  the  exercise 
of  his  brain  or  muscle  uses  the  energies 
with  which  the  Creator  haa  endowed  him 
to  carry  out  his  allotted  work  on  this  planet 
Those  who  justify  their  existence  by  the  ap- 
plicati<ni  of  mind  or  phyucal  energy  in 
any  avenue  of  employment  are  labourers  in 
the  truest  sense  of  the  word,  and  in  that 
sense  I  represent  labour  far  more  truly 
than  does  the  leader  of  the  Labour  Party. 
The  feasis  of  the  alliance  opposite  is  an  ab- 
solutely un-democratic  one.  It  is  absolutely 
opposed  to  every  principle  of  democracy. 
The  alliance  is  based  upcm  an  effort  to  secure 
for  certain  classes  special  privileges  at  the 
expense  of  the  remainder  of  the  community. 
The  labour  Party  desired  to  obtain  special 
privileges  for  a  certain  class  by  means  of  a 
Mrtain  clause  in  the  Conciliation  and  Arbi- 
tration Bill,  which  we,  in  the  interests  of 
the  whole  of  the  wbrkers,  thought  it  to  be 
our  duty  to  oppose.    They  sou^t  to  estab- 
lish minority  rule.   We  asserted  that  demo- 
cratic principles  demand  that  the  rule  of 
the  majority  should  be  respected,  that  we 
should  endeavour  to  legislate  in  the  interests 
of  all,  and  that  where  a  difference  of 
opinion  existed  we  should  always  allow  the 
majority  to  decide.    But  that  is  a  principle 
which  '  the  Labour   Party   through  their 
legislation  have  denied.    They  have  sought 
to  turn  what  was  intended  to  be  a  benefi- 
cent and  useful  piece  of  legislaticHi  fcv  sett- 
ling industrial  disputes  into  an  engine  of 
political  tyranny  and  oppression — a  machine 
for  the  creation  of  industrial  disputes.  The 
fight  on  this  side  of  the  House  has  been 
against  that  principle  which  has  been  the 
guiding  principle  of  the  Labour  Party  in 
engineering  the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration 
Bill. 

Mr.  Watson. — Some  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  were  against  the  principle  of 
the  Bill,  and  I  think  that  the  honorable 
member  was  me  of  them. 


Mr.  JOHNSON'.—No ;  I  was  not  an- 
tagonistic to  the  principle  of  the  Bill.  The 
view  which  I  expressed  was  this — and  if 
the  honorable  member  looks  up  Hansard  he 
will  see  that  I  am  right  in  stating  it.  I  had 
no  great  faith  in  measures  of  this  kind  ap 
being  measures  which  would  peimanoitK 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  workers.  Bu'i 
I  was  willing  to  eive  them  a  trial — to  make 
an  experiment.  They  could  only  be  pallia- 
tives at  the  best.  I  was  prepared  to  accept 
the  Bill  as  a  temporary  expedient.  I  ex- 
pressed my  opinicm  perfectly  frankly  and 
clearly,  that  such  measures  would  not  per- 
manentlv  improve  the  industrial  condition  oi 
the  workers  of  this  or  any  other  community  : 
and  that,  whilst  we  were  wasting  time  over 
such  palliatives,  we  were  neglecting  to  deal 
with  the  root  of  the  evils  which  we  sought 
to  correct,  and  which  would  continue  to 
grow  in  spite  of  our  temporary  remedial 
legislation. 

Mr.  Mauger. — What,  in  the  honorable 
member's  opinion,  is  the  root  of  the  evil? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— If  the  htmorable  mem- 
ber will  go  to  the  Library  and  look  up  some 
of  the  interesting  books  on  political  economy 
to  be  found  there,  he  will  get  rid  of  a  great 
many  of  those  cobwebs  of  superstition 
which  at  present  obscure  his  intellect,  and 
at  the  same  time  obtain  some  useful  light  on 
this  great  subject,  and  I  can  assure  the  hon- 
i  orable  member,  he  is  in  sad  need  of  en- 
lightenment on  economic  laws. 

Mr.  Mauoek. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber think  that  no  one  reads  but  himself? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  do  not  intend  to 
occupy  the  rime  of  the  House  by  giving  a 
dissertation  of  that  kind  when  there  are  so 
many  means  of  getting  information  to  the 
honorable  member's  hand. 

Mr.  Joseph  ■Cook.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Lang  will  know,  when  he  has  been 
here  a  little  longer,  that  No.  66  Bourke- 
street  knows  it  all ! 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  shall  learn.  I  sup- 
pose, provided  T  outlive  the  age  of 
Methuselah.  In  regard  to  the  coalition, 
I  wish  to  make  my  position  per- 
fectly clear.  I  have  never  been  an  enthu- 
siastic advocate  of  coalitions,  nor  do  I  view 
the  present  coalition  with  anything  like 
ecs^atic  admiration.  I  should  prefer,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  to  be  without  it.  So  would 
other  honorable  members  who  are  also  par- 
ties to  it,  and  who  dissent  from  me  in  re- 
gard to  mv  fiscal  views.  I  am  perfectly 
sure  that  I  express  their  views  equally  with 
my  own  when  I  say  that  if  the  country  had 
returned   a  verdict   which    wo'jld  have 
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enabled  us  to  come  to  a  straight-out  vote  on 
the  fiscal  issue,  a  nxm  satisfactorv  condi- 
tion of  things  would  have  obtained.  But 
the  country  returned  a  verdict  which  made 
that  impossible,  but  whidi  at  the  same 
time    did    make    it    possible    for  the 
representatives    of    a    small    class  in 
this  Chamber  to  dominate  legislation  in 
such  a  way  as  was,  in  our  opinitm,  against 
the  interests  of  the  country  at  large.  It 
became  evident  at  an  early  stage  of  our 
proceedings,  that  it  would  be  necessary,  if 
we  were  to  combat  that  tendency,  for  some 
sort  of  alliance  to  be  formed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  on  respcnisible  government, 
and  to  ch^  the  mischievous  legislaticm 
with  which  we  were  threatened.    The  mly 
pcKsible  way  to  do  that  was  to  recognise 
for  the  time  being,  so  far  as  the  life  of  this 
Parliament  was  concerned,  that  the  Tariff 
issue  was  at  rest,  and  <»  that  understanding, 
to  allow  honorable  members  holding  similar 
views  to  come  together,  temporarily  sinking 
their  difference,  though  adhering  to  their 
opinions  on  the  fiscal   question.  That 
is  the  basic  principle  of  this  alliance.  I 
saw  that  I  had  three  courses  open  to  me.  As 
a  free  man  I  had  a  ch(»ce  of  those  courses. 
First  I  could  be  a  party  imto  myself.  In 
that  c^se  I  should  have  been  absolutely  use- 
less for  any  practical  purpose,  though  as  an 
independent  member  I  should  have  been  very 
useful  to  honorable  members  opposite  in 
enabling  them  "as  a  minority  to  go  on  with 
legislation  which  I  believed  to  bei  disas- 
trous.   Then  I  had  a  second  course  open 
to  me — to  be  one  of  the  party  of  Socialists 
and  protectionists  seeking  class  legislation 
and  endeavouring  to  impose  new  Tariff 
burdens.  I,  as  an  anti-Sodalist — as  one  who 
all  my  life  has  fought  against  Socialism 
and  for  individual  freediHU — could  not  pos- 
sibly take  up  that  positicm.     I  was  an- 
tagonistic both  to  the  principle  of  Social- 
ism,   and    to   the   principle  of  extreme 
protection  sought  to  be  imposed  by  the 
Labour  Party  through  the  instrumentality 
of  the  alliance.  Then  I  had  a  third  course 
■ — to  support  an  alliance  of  two  parties, 
who,  although  differing  on  the  fiscal  ques- 
tion, had  come  together  to  respect  the  ver- 
dict of  the  country,  and  to  resist  demands 
for    imposing    further    burdens    on  the 
people.      There  has  been  no  Ijond — no 
formal  agreement — not  even  a  joint  con- 
sultation between  these  two  parties,  but 
merely  a  natural  spontaneous  co-operati<»i 
against  class  legislaticsi  and  minority  rule, 
and  in  supporting  such  a  party  in  present 
circumstances  I  am  sacrificing  no  principle. 

Mr.  Johnson. 


In  fact,  I  am  rendering  the  very  best  ser- 
vice wUch  I,  as  an  individualist,  as  a  free 
man,  as  an  anti-Socialist,  and  a  free-trader 
could  render  to  the  country,  to  the  cause 
which  I  advocate,  and  to  the  party  to  which 
I  belong.  That  is  my  position  to-day.  I 
stand  for  equal  rights  for  all,  and 
for  special  privileges  to  rtone;  in 
contra-distinction  to  the  attitude  of 
honorable  members  opposite,  who  deny 
equal  rights,  and  stand  for  privileges  for  a 
certain  class  of  the  community.  How  could 
I  for  a  mcmient  support  hcmorable  monbers 
wIk}  took  .up  that  attitude?  The  position  that 
I  hiave  assumed  I  am  perfectly  pre- 
pared to  justify  before  my  omstituents. 
I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  verdict  of 
my  omstitwnts  will  indorse  my  attitude  on 
the  question.  They  realize  as  clearly  as  I 
do  that  the  pressure  of  political  circum- 
stances has  rendered  a  combination  neces- 
sary to  preserve  the  best  interests  of  the 
country  fnxn  falling  under  thef  baneful  in- 
fluence of  legislation  which  would  destroy 
industry,  stop  progress,  and  make  for  stag- 
nation—which would  ultimately  be  such  a 
retrogressicHi  as  to  hold  up  this  country  in 
the  eyes  of  the  world  as  one  fn»a  whidi 
those  with  energy,  capital,  and  enterprise 
ought  to  keep  awav.  That  is  the  position 
I  take.  It  is  a  position  wbidi  I  have  fought 
for  ever  since  I  entered  the  House,  and 
which  I  have  since  avowed  in  explaining 
my  attitude  to  some  of  my  constituents. 
And  that  is  an  attitude  which  has  received 
their  unqualified  indorsement  so  far,  and 
one  which  I  am  prepared  to  continue,  and 
to  further  justify  when  tlw  piopM-  time 
cc^es. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio).— I  regr«t  very 
much  that  the  Prime  Minister  is  not  pre- 
sent 

Mr.  Mauobr. — Said  for  him;  he  ought 
to  be  here. 

Ut.  crouch.— Last  night  I  was  sub- 
jected to  a  bitter  personal  attack  at  the  hands 
of  the  Prime  Minister.  Of  course,  I  feel 
that  since  the  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney  has  taken  the  positicm  of  Prime 
Minister,  certain  good  traditions  of  deceno', 
fair  play,  and  proper  conduct  have  been 
practically  relegated  to  the  background.  It 
was  CTily  last  week,  if  I  remember  rigfatlv, 
that  the  Prime  Minister  used,  in  regard  to 
myself,  an  expression  so  indecent  that  Ify, 
Speaker,  I  believe,  has  directed  that  it 
shall  be  struck  out  of  the  Hansard  r^»orts. 
And  yesterday  h<i  used  another  expression 
of  an  equally  dirty  nature.  If  the  Frinm 
Minister  ccmtinues  to  indulge  in  such  ex- 
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ptessiona  it  will  be  just  as  well  that  ladies 
should  know  when  he  is  going  to  speak,  so 
that  they  may  realize  that  it  is  quite  impos- 
sible for  them  to  attend. 

Mr.  Johnson. — That  is  a  bad  construc- 
tion to  place  on  an  innocent  remark. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— The  traditions  of  this 
House  have  remained  imsullied  in  the  hands 
of  decent  men  until   the  Prime  Minister 
assumed  office.  It  is  a  common  saying  that 
if  we  scratch  a  Russian  we  find  the  Tar- 
tar, and  I  venture  to  say  that  if  we 
scratch  the  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney  we  find  a  larrikin.    If  I  had 
no  other  ground  for  getting  rid  of  the  Min- 
istry than  the  fact  that  a  gentleman  of  his 
calibre — of   his   manners    and   sense  of 
decency  —  holds  the  high  oflSce  of  Prime 
Minister,  that  of  itself  would  certainly  be 
some  justificatitm,  and  a  great  justification, 
fiw  voting  for  their  immediate  dismissal. 
Since  the  right  hworable  gentleman  came 
into  office,  uds  comer  has  been  subjected 
to  his  trittcr  attacks,  thou(|b  preriously  all 
interjections  from  this  portion  of  thtf  House 
were  received  with  smiles.    The  fact  was, 
he  wanted  to  cajole  or  get  the  support  of 
the  Labour  Party,  who  then  occupied  the 
corner.    Shortly  after  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Adelaide  left  the  Government, 
the  present  Prime  Minister  approached  the 
Labour  Party  and  asked  the  latter  to  as- 
sist in  removing  the  Govenmient  from  of- 
fice.   He  was  only  too  eager  to  snter  into 
coalition  with  the  party   he  at  present  de- 
spises and  condemns.      But  now  anything 
from  this  comer  is  looked  upon  ,^y  the 
Prime  Minister  most  severely.  Honorable 
members  who  sit  in  the  comer  are  person- 
ally attacked,  and  everything  they  say 
seems,  in  the  mind  of  the  Prime  Minister, 
to  have  a  personal  meaning.    I  want  to 
refer,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  quotation 
which  the  Prime  Minister  made  yesterday 
from  a  letter  which  appeared  in  the  Mel- 
bourne Age  of  9th  September  of  this  year, 
as  follotws: — 

It  is  notorimu  that  his  aceoimtt  were  publicly 
condemned  as  "  cooked  "  ;  and  that  a  disiatereited 
board,  appointed  by  the  Government,  consisting 
of  the  general  managers  of  the  leading  banks  m 
Svdney,  supported  this  criticism  by  finding  that 
public  moneys  had  been  misused,  accounts  doc- 
tored, and  balances  wrongly  applied. 

The  Prime  Minister  used  that  quotation  and 
•added — 

I  say  fliat  if  that  were  true,  1  should  not  stand 
in  any  public  assembly  of  honorable  men. 

I  am  glad  the  Prime  Minister  has  taken  up 
that  position,  because  I  venture  to  say  that 


I  shall  be  able  to  show  his  brazen  effnmtery 

in  attemiJiing,  not  only  to  deny  the  existence 
of  documents,  but  to  use  those  who  signed 
the  report  on  which  he  apparently  attempts 
tOt  base  his  vindication,  thus  exhibiting  his 
absolute  dishelief  in  the  existence  of  any 
intelligencL-  in  the  House.  He  evidently 
thinks  the  public  will  not  take  the  trouble 
to  read  the  report  for  themselves. 

Mr.  Mauger.— I  beg  to  direct  attention 
to  the  state  of  the  House.  This  is  an  im- 
portant matter,  and  Ministers  ought  to  be 
present  to  hear  the  debate.  IQuorum 
formed.] 

Mr.  CROUCH.— In  the  first  place,  I 
want  to  say  that  there  is  nothing  in  my  at- 
tack which  reflects  on  the  Prime  Minister's 
personal  honour.    I  am  not  charging  him, 
as  I  suppose  honorable  members  will  un- 
derstand, with  putting  his  hands  into  the 
Treasury  and  taking  out  sovereigns — I  am 
not  charging  liim  with  paying  public  mmeys 
into  his  private  account   That,  I  presume, 
will  be  understood  by  anybody  except  the 
Prime  Minister,  who  tried  to  place  that  in- 
terpretation upon  my  letter.    But,  at  the 
same  time,  I  charge  the  Prime  Minister — 
and  I  think  I  can  prove  the  charge — with 
lavish  expenditure    of  borrowed  money. 
I  also  make  the  charge  that  his  accounts 
were  publicly  condemned  as  cooked,  that 
a  disinterested  Committee,  appointed  by  the 
Government,  supported  that  criticism  by 
finding  that  the  public  funds  had  been 
misused,  aooounts  doctored,  and  balances 
wrongly  applied.      I  wish  to  deal  with 
each  one  of  those  statements,  in  order  to 
ascertain  whether  they  cannot  be  justifiedu 

Mr.  Lonsdale.  —  Who  appointed  the 
Committee?   It  was  a  partisan  Conmittee. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — ^That  is  not  cor- 
rect ;  two  of  its  members  were  recommended 
by  the  right  honorable  ^ntleman  himself. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  am  asked,  who  ap- 
pointed the  committee.  I  was  just  going 
to  ask,  who  had  the  selection  of  the  mem- 
bers of  it  ?  The  Government  of  New  South 
Wales  appointed  the  ccmimittee,  but  the 
two  banking  members,  Mr.  T.  A.  Dibbs,  the 
General  Manager  of  the  Commercial  Bank- 
ing Company  of  Sydney — an  institution 
and  a  man  of  f;ood  repute — and  Mr.  J.  Rus- 
sell French.  General  Manager  and  Chair- 
man of  the  Bank  of  New  South  Wales,  were 
selected  bv  the  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sytlney  himself  to  represent  him  upon 
the  board.  I  know  nothing  about  the  other 
member  of  the  Oxnmittee,  Kir.  Yarwood, 
except  that  he  is  a  puUic  accountant  of 
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repute,  in  Sydney,  and  be  was  appointed  by 
the  Government. 

Mr.  KuujER. — A  political  opponent  of 
the  right  honorable  meoiber  for  East  Syd- 
ney. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Apparently  honorable 
munbers  on  the  other  side  do  not  like  this. 
Yesterday  these  men  were  all  first-class 
men.   When,  in  order  to  get  a  (^rtificate 
of  character  to  present  to  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia, iji  reply  to  what  he  called  "slander- 
ous statements"  ccxicerning  him,  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  read  a  letter  from  these 
gentlemen  white-washing  him,  they  were  all 
tirst-class   men,   though    now  Ministerial 
supporters    are    doing    their    bestf  to 
discredit    them.      I     take    the  Prime 
Minister  on  his  own  ground.      In  order 
to  vindicate  his  position  and  his  finan- 
cial  administration,   the   right  honorable 
gentleman  selected  three  men,  and  he  yes- 
terday placed  before  honorable  members  a 
document  signed  by  them.   As  soon  as  it  is 
clear  that  I  am  able  to  show  who  those  men 
are,  and  the  right  honorable  gentleman  and 
those  behind  him  become  aware  of  the 
nature  of  the  report    of    the  Committee, 
and  that   it  will   justify   every   one  of 
the   statements    made    in    my    letter  to 
the  Age,  Ministerialists  say  that  "  these 
men  are  no  good.    They  were  appointed  by 
a  Government  adverse  to  the  present  Prime 
Minister. ' '      The  honorable  member  for 
Hume  informs  me  that  two  of  the  members 
of  the  Committee  were  nominated  by  the 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney 
to  represent  himself.     That  is  to  say,  he 
had  the  nomination  of  two  out  of  the  three 
members  forming  it.    The  right  honorable 
gentleman  yesterday  brought  to  this  House 
what  he  called  a  justification,  signed  by 
the  three  members  of  the  Committee.  In 
the  first  place,  we  do  not  know  the  terms 
of  the  letter  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
wrote  to  those  gentlemen.    We  may  gather 
something  of  it  from  the  statement  made 
by  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  who  says,  "  There  is 
nothing  against   your  personal   honour. ' ' 
The  letter  from  Mr.  T.  A.  Dibbs,  Mr.  J. 
Russell  French,  and  Mr.  Yarwood  is  as 
follows : — ■ 

Dear  Mr.  Rcid, 

(deferring  to  your  note  of  the  loth  iast.  to  Mr. 
Russell  French,  covering  extract  from  a  letter 
published  in  the  Melbourne  Age,  our  report, 
which  IS  referred  to,  speaks  for  itself,  and  should 
not  have  given  rise  to  any  miiapprehensioD. 

la  view,  bowever,  of  the  remarks  in  the  extract 
in  question,  it  is  but  just  to  you  to  state  that  we 
made  no  reflection  whatever  on  your  personal 
honour  or  integrity. 


Who  alleged  that  they  did  ?  No  oae  made 
any  statement  with  respect  to  the  rig^  boo- 
orablet  gentleman's  personal  honour,  but 
only  in  regard  to  his  action  as  Premier  and 
Treasurer  of  New  South  Wales.  The  letter 
continues — 

Nor  did  we  intend  to  suggest  any  improper 
manipulation  of  the  Treasury  accounts  by  your- 
self, or  the  Treasury  officials,  as  would  seen  to 
be  implied  by  the  termi  "  cooked  *'  or  "  docuwed," 
which  appear  in  the  letter. 

This  is  the  justificati<m  which  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  puts  forward.  He  first 
submitted  a  clean  bill  of  health  from  Mr. 
Waddell,  who  says  that  he  knows  nothii^ 
bad  of  the  present  Prime  Minister.  1 
suppose  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
was  very  glad  to  get  that  rectxnniendatioD. 
Mr.  Waddell  personally  approves  of  him, 
and  thinks  that  there  is  nothing  materially 
wrong  with  him.  That  is  all  ^^r.  Waddell 
said ;  but  we  find  Mr.  J.  Vem(m,  and  Mr. 
Kirkpatridt — the  Auditor-General  of  New 
South  Wales,  and  the  Under-Secretary  of 
the  Stdte  Treasury — are  also  called  as  wit- 
nesses. I  have  here  the  actual  report 
of  the  Committee,  and  I  find  that  the 
Prime  Ikfinister  is  appealing  in  this 
question  from  the  judges  in  the  case,  two 
of  whom  were  selected  bv  himself,  to  the 
very  men  who  were  the  principal  wit- 
nesses. The  right  honorable  gentleman 
forgot  to  tell  us  yesterday,  that  what 
he  submitted  was  the  witnesses'  evidence 
brought  up  again.  The  three  judges,  whose 
remarks  are  really  a>ndenmatory,  by  their 
faint  praise  and  attempt  to  save  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  from  the  results  of  his 
own  maladministration,  had  heard  the  evi- 
dence of  the  two  men  whose  certificates  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  submitted  to  this 
House,  and  they  still  decided  against  him. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Is  that  all  the  evi- 
dence they  heard? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  say  that  they  were 
amongst  the  witnesses  heard. 

Mr.  Robinson. — Where  is  the  letter  frwn 
^^r.  Dibbs  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber said  he  had? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— My  honorable  friends 
will  have  the  letter  quickly  enough — too 
quickly  for  those  who  desire  to  defend  the 
character  of  the  Prime  Minister.  I  pro- 
pose to  deal  with  the  matter  in  my  own  way. 
At  present  I  am  dealing  with  the  report 
brought  up  bv  the  Committee.  Althou^ 
the  Prime  Minister  is  not  present,  I  tnist 
that  both  the  Melbourne  daily  neMrspapers 
will  give  me  fair  play,  in  the  endeavour  to 
show  conclusively,  as  I  think  I  can,  that 
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my  statements  that  the  right  honorable 
gentleman's  accounts  as  Treasurer  of  New 
South  Wales  were  cooked,  that  the  funds 
vere  misappropriated,  and  the  balance 
wrongly  applied  by  him,  are  true.  I  shall 
then  leave  it  to  the  Prime  Minister  himself 
to  sav  if,  in  view  of  the  facts,  he  feels 
that  he  can  stand  in  any  assembly  of  hon- 
orable men. 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  thought  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  was  not  going  to  at- 
tack the  character  of  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  ? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— The  right  honorable 
gentleman  attacks  his  own  character.  He 
has  said  that  in  certain  circumstances  he 
could  not  stand  in  any  assembly  of  honor- 
able mea  I  propose  to  mention  the  cir- 
cumstances, and  if,  when  they  are  men- 
tioned, the  right  honorable  gentleman 
chooses  to  stain  his  own  character,  I  shall 
let  him  do  so.  I  cannot  read  the  whole  of 
the  evidence^  which  covers  263  page's,  but 
I  propose  to  read  certain  portions  of  the  re- 
port- 
As  regards  the  division  between  the  amount 
charged  to  *'  Loan  Expenditure  "  and  the  ordinary 
.ind  usual  expenses  of  carrying  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  colony,  we  find  that  the  appearance 
of  a  surplus  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  (30th 
June,  1896),  was  produced,  to  some  extent,  by 
changing  the  date  of  the  financial  year  from 
January-December  to  July-June,  whereby  the  in- 
clusion of  a  considerable  amounf  of  the  annual 
expenditure  proper,  to  the  accounts  of  1895-6,  was 
avoided.  Some  of  the  items  we  refer  to  are  as 
under,  viz.  :— 

Treasury  Bills  redemption    75>ooo 

Kailway  Debentures  redemption,  53  Vic, 

No.  04     37iOoo 

Naval  expeasei,  say   13.000* 

Interest  on  various  trust  accounts  and 

other  items   103,000* 

Total    ;£228,5oo 

•Approximate. 

That  shows  clearly  that  the  Treasurer  of 
New  South  Wales,  the  Premier  of  New 
South  Wales*  the  present  Prime  Minister, 
in  order  to  get  a  good  balance-sheet  to  put 
before  the  people  of  that  State,  did  not 
charge  to  its  proper  account  each  item  of 
expenditure  which  should  properly  have 
been  debited  to  a  particular  year,  the  ob- 
ject being  to  inflate  his  balance-sheet,  and 
make  it  appear  that  he  was  a  good  financial 
administrator,  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
he  was  not.  The  right  honorable  gentle- 
man simply  "cooked  his  accounts" — ^that 
is  the  plain  way  of  putting  it.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Conmiittee,  as  judges,  proceeded 
vith  judidal  calmness,  and  expr^sed  their 


view  in  judicial  language ;  but  the  man 
in  the  street,  and  honorable  members 
here,  on  hearing  the  evidence,  would  say 
that  the  right  honorable  gentleman  had 
"cooked  his  accounts."  The  Conunitt^ 
further  repent — 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  principle  of  treat- 
ing part  of  the  expenditure  on  services  paid  in 
189.S-6  as  liabilities  of  previous  years,  was  not 
one  which  should  have  been  adopted  if  it  was 
intended  (which  we  think  ought  to  have  been  the 
case)  to  have  shown  a  true  and  actual  twelve 
months'  expenses  against  s  twelve  months'  rev- 
enue. 

The  first  showed  that  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  had  included  in  his  income 
amounts  which  should  not  have  been  so  in- 
cluded, because  they  were  not  properly  re- 
ceivable in  the  year,  and  that  he  had 
omitted  from  his  expenditure  amounts  which 
he  should  not  ha\e  omitt^  from  a  true 
account  of  the  actual  revenue  and  expendi- 
ture for  the  twelve  months.  I  ask  the 
House  whether  that  does  not  prove  that  the 
accounts  were  "cool^ed." 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — If  the  honorable 
and  learned  member's  statement  gave  the 
whole  truth,  it  might  prove  that ;  but  we  are 
getting  from  him  a  "cooked"  account  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  am  quoting  from  the 
"Report  of  the  Committee  of  Enquiry  into 
the  Public  Accounts,  together  with  the 
minutes  of  evidence,  appendices,  &c.,  ap- 
pointed zndi  April,  1900,  and  printed  under 
Na  7  report  from  Printing  Cc«nmittee, 
2nd  August,  1900."  That  leport  is  signed 
by  every  member  of  the  Canmittee.  An- 
other statement  which  it  contains  is  this — 

It  seems  to  us  that  while  the  full  year's  revenue 
collected  was  put  to  the  credit  of  1895-6,  the 
expenditure  charged  against  the  same  was  re- 
lieved to  such  an  extent  as  to  produce  an  alleged 
sarplus  of  about  ;^333,ooo  on  the  30th  June,  1896, 
whereas  it  is  our  unanimous  opinion  that,  bad  the 
year  1895-6  been  charged  with  a  full  ordinary 
twelve  monihs'  expenditure,  there  would  have  been 
a  considerable  deficiency.  We  unanimously  esti- 
mate the  same  at  not  less  than  ;fs,so,ooo. 

The  Prime  Minister  had  stated  that  he  haii 
a  surplus  of  ^^333,000  on  the  30th  June, 
1896,  whereas  the  Committee,  two  of  whom 
were  appointed  by  himself,  and  one  of 
whom  is  an  experienced  public  accountant 
in  New  South  Wales,  said  that  there  was 
a  deficiencv  of  ;^5so,ooo.  Am  I  justi- 
fied, therefore,  in  saying  that  the  Prime 
Minister  "  cxjoked  "  the  accounts? 

Mr.  Robinson. — No.  The  honorable 
and  learned  member  might  perhaps  explain 
the  Contemporary  Review  incidAit. 
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Mr.  CROUCH.— The  honorable  and 
learned  member  is  referring — in  my 
opinion,  very  improperly — to  a  statement 
which  appeared  in  to-day's  Argus,  and  I 
ask  him  if  he  has  any  charge  to  make 
against  me  to  do  me  the  courtesy  to  state 
it.  I  cannot  but  be  conscious  of  the  inter- 
jections of  himself  and  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wentworth.  I  strongly  dbject  to 
alleged  gentlemen  

Mr.  Robinson. — This  from  the  hero  of 
the  Albert  Park  incident ! 

^Ir.  CROUCH.— Perhaps  these  are  Ox- 
ford manners,  and  must  therefore  be  ex- 
cused. When  a  man's  sole  claim  to  breed- 
ing is  that  he  has  been  in  the  same  shop, 
and  has  been  shaved  by  a  barber  who 
once  shaved  the  Prince  of  Wales,  there  is 
no  more  to  be  said.   The  report  ccmtinues — 

The  above  figuret  are  based  on  those  of  the 
Treasury  itself,  and  are  without  takioE  into  coq- 
sideiatioD  the  fact  that  oa  the  expenditure  side 
the  full  paytnents  In  redemption  of  old  liabilities, 
which,  it  appears  to  us,  should  have  been  made 
during  that  period  according  to  law  (31  Vic,  No. 
11),  have  been  omitted  to  be  cbarged  to  the  ex- 
tent of  ;^68,29a  los. ;  while  several  small  amounts 
have  been  put  to  the  credit  of  *'  revenue  "  which 
ought  rightly  to  have  been  considered  as  received 
in  redaction  of  liabilities  prior  to  the  30th  June, 
1S95,  when  the  change  in  system  took  place. 

That  is  clearly  a  case  in  which  balances 
were  wrongly  applied,  which  is  another 
criticism  to  which  the  right  honorable  gen- 
tleman objects.  The  third  statement  to 
which  he  objects  is  that  he  was  giulty  of 
lavish  borrowing  and  expenditure ;  but  the 
figures  given  by  the  Committee  show  that 
during  the  five  years  in  which  he  was  Pre- 
mier of  New  South  Wales  the  loan  in- 
debtedness of  that  State  increased  by  over 
;^io,ooo,ooo.  If  that  is  not  an  instance  of 
lavish  borrowing  and  expenditure,  to  use 
the  words  of  the  charge,  I  do  not  know 
what  further  evidence  is  necessary  to  con- 
vict the  right  hcmorable  gentleman  of  it. 
The  report  continues — 

During  the  whole  of  this  branch  of  our  tsquiry 
we  have  invariably,  where  we  could  conscienti- 
ously do  so,  given  the  Administration  of  that  time 
the  benefit  of  any  doubt  in  connexion  with  any 
natters  which  have  arisen :  but  we  cannot  help 
coming  to  the  conclusion  that  the  accounts  of 
1895-0  sliould  have  been  submitted  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  would  have  enabled  the  public  to  form 
a  correct  judgment  of  the  effect  of  the  change 
of  system  on  that  year's  accounts.  We  recognise 
that  the  accounts,  as  they  were  submitted,  after 
the  change  of  system  to  what  has  been  termed 
the  "cash**  basis,  conformed  to  the  programme 
sanctioned  by  Parliament- 
Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Hear,  hear. 
It  is  Parliament  that  is  there  being  criti- 
cised, not  the  Minister. 


Sir  WxLUAic  Lyne. — ^The  honorable 
gentleman  knows  bett^  than  that. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  true,  anyhow. 

Mr.  CROUCH.-— The  report  continuefr- 

The  accounts,  as  so  made  up,  brought  out  a 
surplus;  but,  from  a  bnunest  point  of  view,  ne 
cannot  see  that  any  such  surplus  really  accrued 
to  the  period,  but  the  contrary,  as  we  have  sboini, 
and  we  think  this  should  have  been  clearly-  set 
forth  at  the  time  the  accounts  were  submitted. 
In  other  words,  the  result  of  our  inquiry  sbowt 
that,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the 
issue  of  Treasury  Bills,  to  the  net  amount  of 

,034,700,  as  covering  liabilities  of  previoos 
years,  and  representing  an  ascertained  deficiency 
at  the  30th  June,  1895,  wa^  unnecessary,  and  had 
the  effect  of  considerably  and  unduly  lessening 
the  expenditure  charged  to  the  next  ensuing  year, 
and  was,  therefore,  in  our  opinion,  misleading, 
inasmuch  as  thereby  the  subsequent  real  conditioa 
of  the  finances  was  not  made  apparent. 

If  any  further  evidence  of  my  charges  is 
required,  there  it  is.  The  Committee  say 
that  the  real  condition  of  the  finances  was 
not  made  appar^t  I  admit  that  I  am 
not  reading  the  whole  report,  but  I  am 
reading  everything  that  fairly  bears  upon 
the  case.  The  Cnnmittee  were  asked  V) 
answer  the  questioi — ' 

Whether  the  sum  of  t,«io,oc»  wai  transferred 
from  Trust  Fimdi  to  the  General  Loan  Acconnt, 
as  alleged,  by  the  Auditor-General  ? 

To  that  question  thdr  reply  was,  "Yes." 
I  will  not  read  the  whole  of  tbe 
repoit,  it  is  too  long,  but  it  shovs, 
amongst  other  things,  that  the  Sav- 
ings Bank  funds  were  applied  to 
ordinary  loan  accounts.  I  think  I  have  said 
sufficient  to  show  that  the  Prime  Minister 
not  only  misused  the  public  moneys,  but  also 
cooked  the  public  accounts.  Now  for  the 
sequel.  In  January,  1903,  I  attended  the 
opening  of  the  Kalgoorlie  Water  Work. 
The  Prime  Minister  was,  at  the  time,  en- 
gaged in  making  a  tour  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia in  the  free-trade  interest.  He  was 
not  then  favorably  disposed  towards  the  Vic- 
torian protectionists,  whom  he  has  now  got 
into  his  clutches,  and  he  spoke  as  bitterly 
as  he  possibly  could  against  them,  and  made 
strong  attacks  upon  the  Victorian  manufac- 
turers. I  was  representing  a  protecti(»iist 
constituency,  and  I  was  glad  enough  to 
accede  to  the  request  of  a  Western  Aus- 
tralian newspaper  for  an  interview  to  de- 
fend them.  I  thought  that  the  statements 
which  the  Prime  Minister  was  making 
against  the  Victorian  manufacturers 
and  workers  were  absolutely  uniusti- 
fiable.  and  that  the  sooner'  a  direct 
denial  was  given  to  them  the  better.  The 
statements  I  made  in  the  course  of  that  in- 
terview are  not  of  any  great  importance  so 
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far  as  the  present  occasicm  is  coacemed. 
The  Prime  Minister  answered  my  remarks 
at  Kalgoorlie.  He  was  then  a  great  dis- 
tance away  from  Sydney,  and,  as  it  was 
very  unlikely  that  the  reports  in  the  Kal- 
goorlie newspapers  would  be  circulated  in 
New  South  Wales,  he  thought  he  could 
safely  abuse  the  gentlemen  who  have 
now  given  him  a  certificate  of  char- 
acter. This  was  not  the  first  time  that 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  had  de- 
nied the  statements  made  by  the  members 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Accounts  in 
New  South  Wales,  but  his  remarks  were 
then  stronger  than  ever  before.  He  not 
3nly  said  that  the  report  was  of  no  good, 
but  attacked  the  members  of  the  Committee 
who  were  appointed  by  himself.  I  shall 
3ii\y  quote  a  portion  of  his  statement.  He 
said — 

When  the  charges  of  unfair  financial  adminis- 
tration were  investigated  by  a  committee  ap- 
pointed by  Sir  William  Lyne,  that  committee  re- 
|torted  that  I  had  kept  the  accounts  of  the  Trea- 
sury according  to  law,  and  that  the  accounts,  as 
<o  kept,  showed  a  surplus.  That  finding  com- 
pletely exonerated  me  from  all  imputations  which 
.lad  been  made.  The  questions,  with  regard  to 
:Ue  legislation  of  Parliament,  are  open  to  differ- 
ntcea  of  opinion.  The  only  terioai  one  for  the 
'public  to  determine  was  whether  Z  bad  adhered 

o  the  legislation  th.it  I  had  passed  in  managing 
-he  Treasury.  This  was  foimd  bv  Sir  William 
Lyne's  appomted  committee.   I  haa  no  confidence 

11  that  committee. 

rhe  right  hcmorable  gentlanan  has  no  con- 
idence  in  any  one  unless  they  are  prepared 
o  make  him  the  Prime  Minister.  He 

)roceeds — 

lecAUse  one  of  its  members  was  a  political 
ppoaent,  and  I  had  protested  against  bis  in- 

lusion. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Hear,  hear  I 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Might  I  ask  who  was 
he  political  oppcment  of  the  right  honor- 
ble  gentlanan? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Mr.  Yarwood. 

Sir  WxixiAM  Lyme. — A  great  free-trader. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — He  was  nothing  of 
he  kind.  He  stood  at  the  electicxis  as  a 
upporter  of  the  honorable  member  for 
lume. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Ltne. — ^That  is  not  a  faa. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  —  Mr.  Yarwood  de- 
otinced  the  Prime  Minister,  up  and  down, 
t  the  previous  electicm. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order.  These  ooo- 
enations  across  the  floor  of  the  Chamber, 
specially  when  they  so  seriously  intermpt 
n  hcmorable  maabex  who  is  addiessiiig  the 


Chair,  are  entirely  out  of  order.  There- 
fore, I  would  ask  h<»K>rable  members  who 
wish  to  place  thur  views  before  the  House 
to  wait  until  an  <^portunity  is  presented  to 
them  to  speak  in  the  ordinary  course. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— In  justice  to  the  honor- 
able member  for  Parraaatu,  I  must  say 
that  I  appealed  to  bim  for  the  name  of 
the  member  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry 
who  was  supposed  to  be  a  political  oppon- 
ent of  the  Prime  Minister.  I  would  now 
like  to  ask  him  whether  it  is  not  true  that 
the  two  bankers  who  were  members  of  the 
Cbmmitttee  were  appointed  by  the  right 
honorable  gentleman? 

Mr.  JosKra  Cook. — Uo. 

Mr.  CROUCH.--Or  selected  by  him? 

Mr.  FuiXER.  —  No.  They  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  honorable  mwnber  for  Hume. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  Prime  Minister 
took  no  exception  to  their  appointment. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — The  Prime  Minis- 
ter nominated  them. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— The  Prime  Minister 
proceeded  to  say — 

It  transpired  that  another  member,  Mr.  Dibbs, 
of  the  Commercial  Banit,  had  judged  the  case 
before  his  appointment. 

Of  course.  I  knew  my  man,  even  though 
I  had  had  (mly  a  few  years'  ex- 
perience of  the  right  hcmorable  gen- 
tlemaiL  I  tbotight  it  very  unfair  to 
the  members  of  the  Committee  that  these 
statements  should  be  made  at  a  place  like  Kal- 
goorlie, far  distant  from  Sydney,  and  I  took 
care  to  communicate  them  to  the  chairman 
of  the  ccMiunittee,  Mr.  T.  A.  Dibbs,  the 
general  manager  of  the  Commercial  Bank- 
ing Company  of  Sydney,  one  of  the  princi- 
pal financial  institutictfis  of  Australia.  The 
repW  I  received  was  dated  z4th  March, 
1903,  and  read  as  fcrflows: — 

Host  people  do  not  attach  much  importance  to 
what  Mr.  Reid  says  when  Be  is  uat  on  the  stump. 
In  your  clipping  be  says  the  Committee  exonerated 
him  from  blame ;  then  what  necessity  to  say  that 
I  was  a  political  opponent?  I  read  the  other  day 
that,  in  answer  to  a  deputation,  he  said  that  if  he 
got  into  power  he  would  disturb  the  Tariff  as  little 
as  possible,  and  in  the  next  sentence  he  said  that 
he  would  make  drastic  alterations,  statements 
made  to  please  both  sides.  The  best  answer  I  can 
give  you  is  to  read  the  report  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  a  copy  of  which  you  could  get  on 
application  to  the  See  Government.  The  com- 
mittee were  : — Mr.  J.  R.  French,  general  manager 
of  the  Bank  of  New  South  Wales;  Mr.  Yarwood, 
a  very  able  accountant;  and  myself.  Mr.  Reid 
appointed  the  bankers.  Sir  William  Lyne  ap- 
pointed  Mr.  Yarwood.  Let  me  refer  yon  to  the 
last  Sydney  Bulletin,  which  n  worth  your  perusal, 
on  Mr.  Reid's  ever^banging  attitude  in  politics. 
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I  send  von  a  clipping  taken  from  it  (28th  Febru- 
ary) relerfiug  to  the  particular  subject  of  your 
inquiry. 

P.S. — The  finding  of  the  comnittee  nas  ad- 
verse to  Mr.  Reid. 

I  do  not  know  that  it  is  necessary  for  me  to 
proceed  much  further.  It  was  said  of 
George  IV.  that  to  the  end  of  his 
days,  he  claimed  to  have  been  pre- 
sent at  the  Battle  of  Waterloo.  He 
had  told  the  lie  so  often  that  in  the 
end  he  was  persuaded  that  he  was  stating  the' 
truth.  The  Prime  Minister  has  so  frequently 
made  misstatements  and  denials  that  I 
should  not  be  surprised  if  he  fully  believed 
that  the  report  of  the  C(xnmittee  was  favor- 
able to  him.  When  he  stamped  and  screamed 
in  this  Chamber  yesterday,  and  pointed  to  me 
and  others,  and  spoke  of  the  slanderous  state- 
ments that  had  been  uttered,  I  have  no  doubt 
he  thought  he  was  a  much  maligned  man. 
No  doubt  it  is  quite  possible  for  him  to 
work  himself  up  into  such  a  state  that  he 
will  believe  anything.  The  fact  that  he 
made  the  statement  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred in  Sydn^,  that  he  repeated  it  in  a 
much  stronger  form  at  Kalgoorlie,  and  at 
last — under  the  impresucm  that  I  was  not 
in  possession  of  the  letters  which  I  have 
read — attadced  me  in  this  House  evidences 
an  amount  of  moral  c^iliquity  which  is  sur- 
prising. Honorable  members  have  heard 
the  statements  which  I  have  quoted,  and 
I  invite  them  to  again  study  the  letter  from 
the  members  of  the  Committee  which  was 
read  by  the  Prime  Minister  yesterday  in  his 
endeavour  to  refute  the  accuracy  of  my 
charges.     That  letter  states — 

Dear  Mr.  Reid, 

Referring  to  your  note  of  loth  inst.  to  Mr.  J. 
RusscU  French,  covering  extract  of  a  letter  pub- 
lished in  the  Melbourne  Age,  our  report,  which 
is  referred  to,  speaks  for  itself,  and  should  not 
have  given  rise  to  any  misapprehension. 

I  think  I  had  better  repeat  those  words — 

Our  report,  which  is  referred  to,  speaks  for 
itself,  and  should  not  have  given  rise  to  any  mis- 
apprehension. In  view,  however,  of  the  remarks 
in  the  extract  in  question,  it  is  but  just  to  you — 

Evidently  the  Committee  think  that  it  is 
necessary  to  add  something  to  be  just  to  the 
right  IxHiorable  gentleman,  tiierel)y  imply- 
ing that  in  itself  their  report  cannot  be 
favorable  to  him.     The  letter  continues — 

It  is  but  just  to  you  to  state  that  we  made  no 
reflection  whatever  on  your  personal  honour  or 
integrity — ■ 

Who  did?  I  was  glad  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Wide  Bay  pointed  out  yesterday 
that  no  such  reBecticm  had  been  mad&  At 
the  same  time  I  hold  that  for  his  political 

Mr.  Crouch. 


trickery  and  maladministration  as  Treasuiti 
of  New  South  Wales,  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  is  deserving  of  the  severest  cen- 
sure. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  report  says 
that  he  kept  the  accounts  according  to  lav. 
Mr.  CROUCH.— The  letter  continues— 

Noi  did  we  intend  to  suggest  any  impToper 

manipulation  of  the  Treasury  accounts  by  your- 
self or  the  Treasury  officials,  as  would  seem  tr, 
be  implied  by  the  terms  "  cooked  "  or  "  doctorcJ," 
which  appear  in  the  letter. 

I  am  very  glad  that  the  Prime  Minister 
brought  this  matter  forward,  because  sow 
that  he  is  at  the  head  of  the  CcvnnKHiwealth 
Government  we  know  that  he  has  a  right  to 
interfere  in  all  Departments,  and  if  he  ccei- 
tinues  in  office  we  need  to  be  very  careful 
indeed  that  he  does  not  interfere  with  the 
Treasury. 

Mr.  koBiNSON. — He  would  not  send  an 
article  to  two  different  newspapers  and  ask 
for  cheques  from  both. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  cannot  say  straight 
out  that  the  interjection  of  the  honorable 
and  learned  memlier  for  Wannon  is  a  lie, 
because  that  would  be  unparliamentary,  but 
when  he  declares  that  I  salt  an  article  to 
two  newspapers  and  requested  cheques  fioat 
both,  I  ask  him  if  he  has  any  sense  of  fair 
play?  If  he  has,  be  will  father  that 
statement  outside  the  House,  and  I  will 
soon  teach  him  manners. 

Mr.  RoBZNSON,  —  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  runs  away  from  a  vote  here, 
and  he  would  rim  away  outside. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— If  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  will  repeat  the  statement 
outside  of  the  House  I  will  give  him  sane 
lessons  in  veracity  which  he  very  much 
needs.  There  are  some  men  who  have  no 
manners,  and  who  can  be  reached  onlv 
through  their  pockets.  I  regret  this  un- 
fortunate digression.  Perhaps  I  have  de- 
voted too  much  attention  to  a  State  matter, 
but  I  do  not  think  that  the  time  has  been 
wasted  in  exposing  the  present  Prime  Min- 
ister and  his  methods.  Immediately  afier 
his  assumption  of  office,  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  issued  a  manifesto  to  the  people 
of  Australia,  in  which  he  declared — 

We  thoroughly  believe  in  proeress,  a  fearlns 
forward  policy. 

That  declaratim  appeared  in  the  news- 
papers of  22nd  August  last.  I  now  wish 
to  show  the  character  of  this  "  fearless, 
fonvard  policy."  Personally  I  regard  the 
Ministerial  policy  as  one  of  the  most 
watery  and  colourless  that  has  ever  been 
presented  to  any  deliberative  Assonbly 
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in  the  world.  For  example,  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  acxepts  all  the  amendments 
which  have  been  made  in  the  Conciliaticm 
and  Arbitration  Bill.  He  bids  farewell 
to  State  rights,  although  he  voted  with  the 
Deakin  Administration  to  resist  what  he 
deemed  to  be  an  encroachment  uptm  them. 
In  spite  of  the  pmition  which  he  then  took 
up,  he  now  says,  "  We  accept  the 
Bill  as  it  stands."  Although  be  came  into 
power  over  a  clause  in  that  measure,  and 
although  the  Deakin  Ministry  were  defeated 
upon  another  provision  in  it.  he  says  "  We 
accept  the  Bill  as  it  stands."  Despite  the 
injury  which  he  declared  would  be  done  to 
State  rights  by  making  the  measure  ap- 
plicable to  the  railway  employes  and  public 
servants  of  the  States,  he  is  now  content 
to  accept  it  in  its  present  form.  That  re- 
presents his  "fearless,  forward  policy." 
Then  upcHi  the  question  of  preferential 
trade  and  Tariff  Revision,  he  says  that  the 
Government  take  up  the  same  position  as 
did  the  Watson  Administration.  That 
is  another  evidence  of  his  "  fearless,  for- 
ward policy."  There  are  three  Bills,  hoirtr- 
ever,  with  which  he  will  proceed,  and  in 
regard  to  which  he  will  nail  his  colours  to 
the  mast.  In  such  matters  he  is  simply  reck- 
less in  his  bravery.  He  says  that  he  will  pro- 
ceed with  the  Papua  Bill,  the  Trades  Marks 
Bill,  and  the  Fraudulent  Trade  Marks  Bill 
— all  non-a)ntentious  measures.  But  upon 
measures  of  a  party  character,  we  find  how 
weak  and  colourless  is  the  policy  of  the 
Goremment  I  do  not  know  whether  hon- 
orable members  have  heard  of  the  man 
who  entered  a  restaurant,  and  after  being 
supplied  with  chicken  broth  which  he  had 
ordered,  handed  it  back  to  the  waiter  with 
a  request  that  the  chicken  should  be  al- 
lowed to  run  through  it  again.  That 
storv  reminds  me  of  the  "  fearless, 
forward  policy  "  which  -the  Government 
have  adopted.  They  had  better  let  a 
little  more  courage  run  through  it.  This 
remark  applies  even  to  the  High  Com- 
missioner Bill,  which  is  absolutely  a  non- 
party measure.  Unfortunately,  the 
terms  of  the  Labour-Liberal  Alliance  were 
disclosed  upon  the  very  day  that 
the  Prime  Minister  was  to  make 
his  statement  of  policy  to  the  House. 
The  alliance  decided  that  the  appointmeni 
of  a  High  Commissioner  should  be  subject 
to  the  approval  of  Parliament.  That  was 
sufficient  to  make  this  fearless,  forward 
policy-monger  immediately  double  back, 
and  announce  that  in  order  that  there 
should  be  no  interference  with  States  rights, 


the  Government  had  determined  to  allow 
the  High  Cwnmissioner  Bill  to  remain 
over  until  next  session.  If  there  is  one 
thing  more  than  another  of  which  the  Com- 
monwealth Parliament  has  absolute  control, 
it  is  the  appointment  of  a  High  Commis- 
sioner; but  the  Prime  Minister  has  deter- 
mined to  allow  the  Bill  to  stand  over  in 
order  that  he  may,  during  the  recess,  con- 
sult the  Premiers  of  the  States  in.  regard  to 
the  matter.  On  the  one  Bill,  in  regard  to 
which  there  was  the  slightest  possibility  of 
opposition  being  shown,  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  backed  down.  Some  of  the  pro- 
tectionist supporters  of  the  Ministry  have 
fought  well  in  the  past,  and  I  appeal  to 
them  to  say  whether  this  is  the  sort  of 
craven  leader  that  the  fighting  men  of  Vic- 
toria are  going  to  accept  in  order  that  they 
may  remain  in  office.  This  is  cme  of  th<»e 
occasions  on  which  angels  should  weep. 

Mr.  Wiles. — The  t^orable  and  learned 
member  is  himself  a  good  mourner. 

Mr.  CROUCH. — The  interjection  made 
by  the  hcmorable  member  reminds  me  of 
another  matter,  to  which  no  reference  has 
been  made  during  the  debate.  The  Minis- 
try is  not  entirely  a  free-trade  one.  We  have 
to  remember  that  the  Prime  Minister  was 
returned  not  merely  as  a  free-trader,  but  as 
a  free-trade  and  sectarian  member. 

Mr.  WiLKs. — ^The  honorable  and  learned 
member  played  the  sectarian  card  fairly 
strongly  at  the  last  general  electim. 

Mr.  '  CROUCH.— Those  are  the  two 
planks  on  which  the  Prime  Minister  was 
returned.  He  secured  the  votes,  not  merely 
of  free-traders,  but  of  others,  because  he 
promised  Dr.  Dill-Mackay  thai  he  would 
do  certain  things,  and  accepted  the  plat- 
form of  a  certain  organization.  The  free- 
trade  ticket  was  not  solely  resptxisible  for 
the  return  of  that  solid  phalanx  of  represen- 
tatives from  New  South  Wales,  which  we 
see  on  the  Government  side  of  the  House. 
The  cry  related,  not  only  to  free-trade,  but 
to  the  question  whether  there  should  be 
certain  precedence  given  to  ecclesiastics, 
and  whether  Roman  Catholics  should  not  be 
employed  in  the  Public  Service. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— That  is  all  right; 
we  do  not  object  to  that. 

Mr.  CROUCH. — Some  persons  may  ob- 
ject to  the  introduction  of  this  subject ; 
but  the  distinct  appeal  which  sectarian 
bodies  made  to  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales,  to  almost  entirely  support  free- 
trade  candidates  at  the  last  elections,  was 
outrageous   and  scandalous.     I  am  told 
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by  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  oondi- 
tions  which  prevailed  in  New  South  Wales 
— and  the  matter  was  mentioned  during  the 
Address -in-Reply — that  one  of  the  ablest 
members  of  the  protectionist  party  in  the 
last  Parliament  was  defeated  simply  be- 
cause of  his  religion,  and  because  he  would 
not  subscribe  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  must  ask  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  meEDber,  whether  he  pro- 
poses to  connect  the  matter  which  he  is  at 
present  discussing  with  the  motion  now  be- 
fore the  Chair?  Unless  he  can,  he  cer- 
tainly ought  not  to  proceed  to  debate  the 
motion  on  these  lines. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  shall  certainly  con- 
nect my  remarks  with  the  motion,  Mr. 
Speaker.  If  the  Prime  Minister  was  re- 
turned on  certain  grounds,  and  received 
the  support  of  a  certain  following,  because 
of  premises  which  he  made,  he  should  be 
ready  at  once  to  fulfil  those  promises,  rather 
than  to  sink  them,  as  he  ha£  sunk  every- 
thing else.  If  he  intends  to  sink  the  par- 
ticular pledges  upOTj  which,  I  c(»itend,  he 
was  returned,  he  should  inform  the  House 
of  that  intention.  It  seems  to  me  little 
short  of  scandalous  that  at  the  last 
general  election  he  largely  used  the  in- 
fluence to  which  I  have  referred  Perhaps 
it  is  not  desirable  to  deal  with  this  matter 
at  greater  length,  but  I  strongly  object  to 
the  combinatim  of  sectarianism  and  of 
free-trade,  on  which  the  Prime  Minister 
was  returned.  It  is  a  combination  that 
should,  at  the  very  outset,  be  strongly  re- 
probated. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — In  New  South 
Wales  the  issue  was  not  merely  that  of 
sectarianism  and  free-trade. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  cannot  forget  that 

the  Prime  Minister,  when  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  wrote  a  letter  to  an  organiza- 
tion in  New  South  Wales,  in  which  he  stated 
that  throughout  his  public  career  he  had 
always  been  opposed  by  a  certain  religious 
body,  and  that  he  would  never  forget  t^hat 
fact.  That  assertion  constitutes  one  rea- 
son why  he  should  not  be  allowed  to  remain 
in  office  one  hour  Icmger  than  we  can  pre- 
vent. I  wish  now  to  deal  with  the  position 
of  the  seceding  protectionists  who  have 
left  this  side  of  the  House  to  take  refuge 
under  the  wing  of  a  free-trade  Prime  Min- 
ister. I  regret  already  to  observe  a  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  Prime  Minister  to  de- 
pose the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Ballarat  from  the  leadership  of  the 
protectionist  wing  of  his  supporters.  Up 


to  the  date  on  wbidi  he  issued  his  mani- 
festo to  the  electors  of  New  South  Wales, 
the  Prime  Minister  had  always  referred  to 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bal- 
larat as  "  the  leader  of  the  protectionist 
party  ' ' ;  but  in  that  manifesto  he  shifted 
his  groimd,  and  endeavoured  to  introduce 
other  leaders.  The  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat  had  refused  to  join 
his  Ministry,  or  to  have  anything  to  do 
with  him;  he  had  declined  under  any 
drcumstanoes  to  enter  the  coalitian  as  a 
Minister,  and  as  the  result  of  this  the 
Prime  Minister,  in  his  manifesto  to  the 
electors  of  New  South  Wales,  referred  to 
"  Mr.  Deakin  and  Sir  George  Turner,  and 
their  supporters."  Since  then  this  free-trade 
Prime  Minister  has  apparently  taken  up 
the  position  that  he  has  a  right  to  depose 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Ballarat  from  the  leadership  of  the  protec- 
tionist wing  of  his  supporters,  and  to  ap- 
point another  leader.  In  accordance  with  this 
view,  he  now  invariably  refers  to  the  Min- 
ister of  Trade  and  Custcnns  as  "  the  leader 
of  the  protectionist  party  on  this  side  of 
the  House."  I  do  not  know  what  right 
the  Prime  Minister  has  to  make  a  change 
in  the  leadership  of  his  protectionist  wing. 
If  I  were  in  the  position  of  the  hon<n'able 
and  learned  member  for  Ballarat,  I  should 
certainly  object  to  his  efforts  in  that  direc- 
tion ;  but  we  find  that  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  is  taking  them  very  quietly. 
He  is,  so  to  speak,  taking  th^  **  \yiBg 
down."  I  should  like  to  know  what  the  Min- 
ister of  Trade  and  Customs  has  to  say  to 
the  statement  made  last  night  bv  the  Prime 
Minister,  that  there  is  no  longer  any  coali- 
tion, and  it  would  also  be  interesting  to 
learn  the  views  of  the  hcHiorable  member  for 
Eden-Monaro. 

Mr.  Mauges. — The  Prime  Minister  said 
that  the  Deakin  party  had  refused  a  ooali- 
tioa 

Mr.  CROUCH.— And  that  there  was  no 
coalition  on  that  side  of  the  House.  That 
statement  was  distinctly  made  by  the  right 
honorable  gentleman. 

Mr.  FoYNTON. — He  said  that  it  was  now 
a  voluntary  association. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member  sbottid  quote  the  next  soi- 
tence. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber will  supply  me  with  it  I  shall  be  happv 
to  read  it.  In  his  manifesto  to  the  people 
of  New  South  Wales,  the  Prime  Minister 
said  that  the  appearance  in  office  of  a 
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caucus-tied  Labour  Administration,  sup- 
ported by  a  small  minority  in  the  House, 
raised  constitutional  and  naticmal  questions 
which — 

I  think  fully  justified  the  junction  which  has 
Uken  place  between  myielf  and  my  supporters, 
and  Mr.  Deakin  and  air  George  Tuxnet  and 
their  supporters,  a  junction  which  leaTCS  all  our 
supporters  free  from  any  surrender  of  principle. 

Evidently,  on  the  22nd  August,  1904 — the 
date  of  this  manifesto — he  did  not  think 
it  necessary  to  radeavour  to  depose  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Ballarat 
from  the  leadership  of  the  protectionist 
wing  on  the  Government  side  of  the  House ; 
but,  judging  by  his  present  attitude,  and 
from  certain  indications  afTorded  us  by  the 
speech  made  by  him  last  night,  I  feel  satis- 
fied that  he  will  do  his  best  to  gradually 
draw  away  from  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat,  and  so  to  secure  an 
entirely  undivided  party.  If  his  protec- 
tionist supporters  cannot  be  absorbed  by  the 
free-trade  wing  he  will  endeavour  to  eject 
them.  I  can  cl^rly  read  for  them  "the  hand- 
writing on  the  wall."  The  Prime  Minister 
is  doing  his  best  to  induce  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Ballarat  to  finally 
leave  him.  He  certainly  does  not  wish  to 
lose  his  support  at  this  stage,  but  if  a  disso- 
lution occurs  at  an  early  date,  the  Prime 
Minister  will  take  up  an  entirely  different 
attitude  in  regard  to  the  terms  of  the  coali- 
tion than  that  which  he  assumes  at  tiie  pre- 
sent 'time,  when  he  absolutely  reli»  on  the 
support  of  some  of  the  protecticxiist  mem- 
bers of  this  House. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — As  soon  as  he  gets  into 
retxss  he  will  sell  them. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— The  Prime  Minister, 
for  some  weeks  past,  has  been  touring  the 
country  and  talking  of  the  restoration  of 
t^ponsible  government ;  but  he  knows  that 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bal- 
larat— and  this  is  why  he  does  not  relish 
the  position  occupied  by  the  honorable  and 
learned  member — has  him  completely  in  the 
hollow  of  his  hand.  If  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  chooses  to  say  to  the  Prime 
Minister.  "  Do  this,"  or  "  Do  that,"  he  must 
(^y  or  leave  edifice,  and  a  dissolution  would 
then  at  once  take  place.  The  right  honorable 
member  is  seeking  to  undermine  the  posi- 
tion of  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Ballarat.  He  is  never  grateful  for  ser- 
vices rendered.  That  is  his  record,  and  I 
certainly  think  it  will  be  his  re- 
cord, so  far  as  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat  is  concerned. 
That  he  should  be  grateful  to  a  man 


is  his  best  excuse  for  disliking  him. 
In  regard  to  the  protectionist  portion,  I 
may  say  that  at  the  last  election  I  was  in 
favour  of  fiscal  peace.  I  was  returned  on 
the  principle  of  fiscal  peace.  But  then  we 
had  this  condition  and  circumstance  obtain- 
ing: that  there  was  a  protectiraiist  Prime 
Minister  in  power.  That  altered  the  posi- 
tion very  materially.  As  long  as  a  pro- 
tectionist Prime  Minister  was  in  power,  I 
do  not  think  I  should  have  advocated  any 
change  in  the  Tariff  without  going  to  face 
my  electors  again.  I  made  fiscal  peace  so 
prominoit  in  my  programme  that  I  could 
not  honorably  have  changed  my  vote  in 
this  House  without  re»gning. 

Mr.  EwiMG. — Why,  then,  does  not  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  resign? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— The  position  is  alto- 
gether  changed.  A  free-trade  Prime  Min- 
ister is  in  power,  who  certainly  was  not 
chosen  by  the  electors.  In  fact,'  the  elec- 
tors declared  against  him.  At  the  last  elec- 
tions the  contest  was  not  between  the  pre- 
sent Prime  Minister,  the  leader  of  the  Op- 
position, and  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat.  It  was  distinctly  be- 
tween the  honorable  and  learned  mVm1x.-r 
for  Ballarat  and  the  Prime  Minister.  So 
far  as  the  electors  of  Australia  could  say 
that  the  present  Prime  Minister  ^ould  not 
occupy  that  oflSce,  by  an  overwhelming  ma- 
jority they  said  it.  It  seems  to  me  ro  be 
a  blot  upon  our  democratic  institutions  that 
a  man  whom  the  country  so  overwhelmingly 
condemned  and  rejected  should  have  at- 
tained to  the  position  of  Prime  Minister 
— in  my  opinion,  by  a  long  course  of  Jiig- 

fling  and  trickery.  In  my  belief  the  Prime 
finister  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity 
to  sell  the  Protectionist  Party.  Indeed, 
he  has  already  given  indications  in  that 
direction.  On  the  last  Thursday  in  August 
— I  cannot  give  the  exact  d-ate — he  spoke 
to  a  Farmers'  Conference  in  Melbourne, 
and  he  then  made  use  of  this  statement — 

1  was  Premier  for  five  jean  in  New  South 
Wales,  during  which  the  LAbour  Party  had  me 
in  the  hollow  of  their  hand.  And  what  was  the 
result?  I  £ot  my  free-trade  policy  patted  by 
protectionist  labour  men.  You  can  always  come 
upon  me  with  a  deal  of  that  kind. 

Here  was  this  Prime  Minister,  having 
consummated  a  coalititxi  with  certain 
seceding  protectionists,  jstating  about 
a  fortnight  after  the  coalition  was 
formed,  and  after  he  had  got  certain 
protectionists  in  his  Ministry,  that  he 
passed  his  free-trade  policy  in  Xew  South 
Wales  with  the  assistance  of  pri^ectimists. 
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and  that  "You  can  always  come  upon  me 
with  a  deal  of  that  kind."  If  that  is  not 
a  statement  which  should  make  those  honor- 
able members,  who  were  previously 
with  us  in  the  Protectionist  Party, 
pause  in  their  career  —  if  they  are 
really  protectionists — and  prevent  th&n- 
selves  being  used  by  the  present 
free-trade  Prime  Minister,  as  he  used  the 
protectionists  in  New  South  Wales,  I  do 
not  know  that  any  more  public  warning 
could  be  given. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — It  was  not  the  Protectionist 
Party,  but  the  Labour  Party  in  New  South 
Wales  that  the  Prime  Mmister  used. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— The  right  honorable 
gentleman  said,  "I  got  my  free-trade  policy 
passed  by  protectionist  labour  men." 

Mr.  EwtNG. — ^Yes;  labour  men. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— If,  after  a  warning  of 
that  sort,  the  protectionists  who  are  sup- 
porting the  Prime  Minister  can  continue 
honestly  and  honorably  to  do  so,  I 
am  very  much  surprised.  A  little 
while  ago,  I  asked  the  Prime  Min- 
ister what  his  position  would  be  in  refer- 
ence to  giving  a  preference  to  local  con- 
tractors. He  refused  to  answer,  but  made 
some  sort  of  a  joke.  I  should  like  to  point 
out  to  those  protectiffliists  who  have  seceded 
from  the  Protectionist  Party,  that  the  Prime 
Minister  said  that  he  would  nerer  rest  until 
the  policy  of  the  Protectionist  Party  was 
stamped  out.  It  was  not  so  long  ago  since 
the  Prime  Minister  called  the  protectionists 
cowards.  During  the  Tariff  debates,  he  ac- 
cused the  honorable  member  for  Mernda,  in 
this  House,  of  discreditable  actimis  in  trade. 
The  right  honorable  gentleman  continually 
interjected  remarks  about  starch  during  the 
speeches  of  the  honorable  member.  After 
his  references  to  the  weight  of  the  packages 
sold  bv  the  honorable  member's  firm,  aftei 
his  statement  that  the  honorable  member  was 
really  making  his  money  out  of  the  poverty 
of  the  people  who  used  his  starch,  and  after 
the  series  of  accusations  which  the  Prime 
Minister  made  against  him  during  the  Tariff 
discussions,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  honor- 
able meaner  for  Mernda  is  a  very  funny 
protectionist  if  he  is  prepared  to  follow, 
as  he  seems  to  do,  the  right  honorable 
gentleman.  There  is  one  other  po- 
sition which  the  Prime  Minister  takes 
up  in  his  manifesto.  He  says  that  he 
is  stnxiglv  against  Socialism.  Since  the 
issue  of  that  manifesto,  he  has  addressed 
several  meetings  against  Socialism.  He 
thinks  that  Socialism  is  one  of  the  worst 
things  in  the  world.   He  defines  it  as  the 


nationalization  of  industries.  Unfortu* 
nately,  we  have  the  honorable  member  f« 
Wilmot  stating  that,  although  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  is  a  Socialist,  he  finds  that 
the  Prmie  Minister  is  also  a  Socialist.  Yet  the 
Prime  Minister  goes  up  and  down  the  coun- 
try denouncing  Socialism.  That  is  the 
ground  upon  which  he  endeavours  to  retalL 
his  position.  History  does  not  pass  away 
from  our  memories  so  soon.  We  have  had 
only  four  years  of  Federal  parliamentary 
life.  Statements  have  been  made  in  this 
House  by  the  Prime  Minister,  which  are  re- 
ported in  H  ansardi  and  which  show 
that  he  was  formerly  very  anxious 
to  get  the  Labour  Party  to  x-ote  with  him. 
The  Prime  Minister  was  going  a  good  wa^ 
in  the  direction  of  Socialism  then.  Od  the 
2ist  May,  1901,  when  this  Parliament  met 
for  the  first  time,  and  we  were  discussing 
the  Address-in-Reply — and  he  was  not  then 
indulging  in  any  funnyisms,  but  seriously 
placing  his  political  intentions  before  the 
country — he  said — 

We  say — "  If  you  will  encourage  new  fonns  of 
industry,  make  Government  industries  of  them. 
If  you  believe  that  yo'U  can  fashion  industries, 
try  a  few  expeiimcQts — Gorerament  ezperiments, 
and  let  us  lee  how  they  get  on.  Then,  if  there 
is  failure,  no  one  else  can  be  blamed,  and  tlie 
experiments  can  be  dropped." 

On  the  z5th  October,  1901,  when  be  knew 
he  could  not  carry  a  vote  of  want  of  confi- 
dence without  the  support  of  the  Labour 

Party,  he  said — 

I  have  always  been  one  who  would  like  to  see 
the  iron  industry  firmly  established,  but  ot 
method  of  effecting  this  would  be  by  giving  it 
direct  encouragement  from  the  national  exchequer. 
My  reason  for  so  doing  would  be  that  as  it  is  a 
national  industry  the  nation  should  pay  the  ex- 
pense of  encouraging  it, 

I  do  not  go  SO  far  as  the  Prime  Minister  as 

a  Socialist ;  but  I  object  to  his  going  around 
the  country  speaking  against  Sodalism 
when  we  remember  that  only  two  or  three 
years  ago  he  was  ready  enough  to  agree  to 
almost  any  nationalizing  of  industries  if  he 
could  only  get  the  support  of  certain  per- 
sons. Then  what  do  we  find  this  anti- 
Socialist,  to  the  horror  of  some  of  his  sup- 
porters, and  certainly  to  the  horror  of  the 
conservative  group  in  the  Government  cor- 
ner, saying  in  regard  to  the  Papua  Bill, 
in  whidi  there  was  a  most  Sodalistk  eipeii- 
ment  

Mr.  PoYNTON. — Clause  20. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— That  it  so.  To  flie 
surprise  and  horror  of  those  I  have  men- 
tiooed,  the  present  Prime  AGnister  said  that 
that   cla.use  was   accepted  by    a  brge 
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uajority  of  the  House,  and  he  did  not  think 
he  ought  to  disturb  it.  There  was  a  fear- 
less policy  I  There  was  anti-Sodalism  I 
This  clause  was  actually  moved  and  agreed 
to  by  the  present  Prime  Minister,  and  it 
stands  to-day  in  the  Papua  Bill,  as  I  hope 
it  will  stand  for  some  time,  duwgh 
it  gives  up  a  principle  whidi  tibe 
right  hc«(»iU)le  ipntieman  outside  the 
House  is  odiy  too  ready  to  advocate.  I 
do  not  wish  to  speak  at  any  length  on  the 
questitm  of  preference  to  unionists.  When 
that  question  was  discussed  I  was,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  "  sand-bagged,"  and  could  not 
say  all  I  desired ;  but  it  is  just  as  well  that 
the  people  of  the  country  should  recognise 
where  the  difference  is.  Both  sides  of  the 
House  were  agreed  that  there  should  be  pre- 
ference to  unionists,  and  the  only  difference 
between  h(Xiorable  members  on  this  side 
and  the  Ministerialists  was  that  we  held 
that  the  preference  should  be  unencumbered 
by  anv  proviso  which  would  make  it  un- 
workable. The  desire  was  to  recommit  the 
Bill,  in  order  to  pass  a  really  workable 
clatise;  and  there  is  not  the  slightest  ques- 
tion that  those  who  voted  against  the  recom- 
mittal of  clause  48  desired  that  preference 
should  be  given  to  unionists.  That  pro- 
vision was  in  the  original  Bill,  introduced 
by  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Ballarat,  and  the  principle  is  supported 
absolutel;^  and  completely  by  the  present 
Prime  Minister,  and  even  by  those  five  re- 
presentatives of  the  Victorian  Employers' 
Federation  who  sit  in  the  Government 
corner.  But  it  ought  to  be  distinctly 
understood  that  the  difference  between  the 
Ministry  and  the  Opposition  is  not  as  to 
whether  there  shall  be  preference,  but  only 
is  to  whether  the  provision  giving  prefer- 
iTwx  shall  be  workable  or  combined  with 
renditions  which  will  make  it  practically 
mpossible.  I  have  already  referred 
o  the  Deakin  party,  who'  are  still 
rollowini;  the  Pikne  Minister.  In  his  mani- 
Festo  the  right  honorable  gentleman  stated 
:hat  he  would  adhere  to  the  position  he  as- 
iumed  in  the  negotiations  with  the  honor- 
ible  and  learned  member  for  Ballarat.  But, 
n  the  first  announcement  he  made  to  the 
House,  the  Prime  Minister  went  back  on 
hat  positicm,  and  said  that  so  far  as  pre- 
ferential trade  was  concerned — and  this  was 
:ertainly  the  most  important  plank  of  the 
3eakin  party  at  the  last  election — he  was 
roing  to  take  up  exactly  the  position  of  the 
Vatson  Government,  who,  until  approached 
>y  Eni^Iand,  wne  not  going  to  do  any- 
hin?  in  the  matter.   What  was  the  plat- 


form agreed  to  at  the  meeting  at  which  the 
joint  proposals  were  considered  ?  It  was 
that  the  question  of  preferential  trade 
should  wait  until  the  British  Government 
had  spoken,  as  is  shown  by  the  follow- 
ing:— 

It  is  recognised  that  no  proposals  affecting  trade 
relations  within  the  Empire  can  be  looked  foi 
from  the  mother  comitry  during  the  life  of  the 
preaent  Commonwealth  Parliament,  but  the  main* 
tenance  of  a  truce  for  that  period  is  not  to  pre- 
vent the  acceptance  of  statutory  concessions  offered 
to  us  by  any  other  part  of  the  Empire. 

The  Prime  Minister  has  confined  his  op- 
position entirely  to  refusing  to  do  any- 
thing in  regard  to  preferential  trade  until 
the  United  Kingdom  makes  approaches; 
he  neglected  altogether  the  latter  part  of 
the  paragraph — 

but  the  maintenance  of  a  truce  for  that  period  is 
not  to  prevent  the  acceptance  of  statutory  con- 
cessions offered  to  us  by  any  other  part  of  the 
Empire. 

Already  the  Deakin  party  are  in  process 
of  being  "  sold,"  and  this  they  will  find 
out  and  be  sorry  for.  They  are  dealmg 
with  a  very  astute  man ;  and  they  will  re- 
cognise that  it  is  impossible  to  follow  a 
free-trade  Minister  and  expect  him  to 
endeavour  to  conserve  a  protectionist 
policy.  The  sooner  they  get  into  office  a  man 
whom  they  can  trust  as  a  thoroughly  honest 
man,  who  regards  his  political  engag^ents 
as  binding  on  him,  the  better  it  will  be  for 
them ;  and  unless  they  can  achieve  that  end 
they  had  far  better  sit  in  Opposition,  and 
endeavour  to  remove  the  present  Govern- 
ment from  office.  The  Ministry  has  been 
christened  the  "sand-bagging"  Ministry, 
though  I  do  not  know  that  that  is  a  good 
description.  It  might  really^  be  properly 
called  the  "Yes-No"  Ministry,  simply 
because  on  the  fiscal  question  we  have  four 
members  of  the  Government  saying  "  Yes  " 
and  four  members  saying  "  No."  Or  it 
might  be  called  a  "black-white"  Minis- 
try, because  we  have  five  saying  "black" 
and  three  saying  "  white." 

Mr.  Mahon. — What  about  the  free-trade 
Minister  who  gives  protectumist  preference 
in  the  Post  Office  ? 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  Minister  is  going  to 
consider  that  matter  on  its  merits. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — I  was  "  game  " 
to  give  a  decision,  and  the  late  Postmaster- 
General  was  not. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  do  not  want  to  call 
the  Ministry  by  any  of  the  names  I  have 
suggested,  because  it  will  sufficiently  con- 
demn than  as  unreliable  and  incompetent 
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in  the  eyes  of  the  people  of  Austra- 
lia if  it  be  simply  called  the  Reid  Minis- 
trv. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta).— I 
desire  to  make  one  or  two  remarks  concern- 
ing a  matter  to  which  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corio  has  alluded,  and 
which  relates  to  the  keeping  of  the  accounts 
of  New  South  Wales  by  the  present  Prime 
Minister.  I  venture  to  say  that  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Corio,  by 
the  statements  which  he  has  made  to-day, 
has  altogether  disproved  his  allegations 
made  outside  this  Chamber.  Instead  of 
showing  that  there  had  been  any  "  cook- 
ing" or  "doctoring"  in  ctxinexion  with  the 
accounts  of  New  South  Wales,  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member,  out  of  his  own 
mouth,  has  proved  that  everything  was  done 
with  the  sanction  of  the  New  South  Wales 
Parliament,  and  at  the  behest  of  that  Par- 
liamrat,  and  dwd  in  a  legal  and  or- 
derly way.  What  was  the  matter  about 
which  all  the  controversy  has  arisen?  It 
has  been  stated  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Hume  appointed  an  impartial  and  dis- 
interested Committee.  The  whole  matter 
has  reference  to  the  administration  of  the 
Dibbs-Lyne  Government,  and  to  an  old  de- 
ficiency which  they  left,  and  to  which  the 
Reid  Government  succeeded  on  coming  into 
<^e  in  New  South  Wales.  It  relates  to 
a  defidenc}-  which  had  accumulated  under 
the  previous  Administration,  and  which 
amounted  to  ;£ii5oo,ooo.  The  presort 
Prime  Minister,  before  proceeding  to  deal 
with  the  deficiency  in  the  way  to  which  ob- 
jection has  been  taken,  actually  reduced  it 
from  ^1.500,000  to  j^r, 100,000.  I  pro- 
pose to  quote  a  few  sentences  from  a  speech 
made  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  of  the  day, 
Sir  John  See,  bearing  upon  this  verj  mat- 
ter. That  honorable  gentleman,  m  his 
Budget  Speech,  admitted  that  this  defi- 
ciency had  arisen  under  the  administration 
of  the  Government  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber, and  he  said — 

So  far  as  can  now  be  ascertained  the  deficiency 
if  about  ,300,000,  and  I  propose  to  ask  autbor- 
ity  to  issue  Treasury  Bills  to  cover  this  deficiency. 
The  then  Premier  estimated  that  the  deficiency 
for  1893,  and  previoui  yean,  was  j^ii50o,ooo  and 
this  he  considered  would  be  the  amount  to  be  so 
dealt  with. 

When  we  took  office,  one  of  the  first 
things  the  present  Prime  Minister  did, 
was  to  re-arrange  the  whole  svstem 
of  public  accounts.  Instead  of  per- 
petuating the  old  credit  system,  bv  which 
accounts  of  years'  standing  were  carried  over 
to  succeeding  ^-ears,  so  that  no  one  Gould 


tell  what  was  the  conditicm  of  the  public 
accounts,  the  ri^ht  honorable  gentleman  in- 
troduced what  is  now  known  as  the  cash 
syston.  He  altered  the  close  of  the  finan- 
cial year  from  December  to  June,  and  in 
doing  that,  he  said  that,  ir^tead  of  taldng 
over  this  deficiency  of  previous  Govern- 
ments into  his  accounts,  he  would  do 
as  Sir  John  See  had  proposed  to  do,  and 
wipe  it  off  by  funding  it-  The  whole  con- 
troversy that  has  arisen,  as  between  the 
bankers  and  the  right  hraiarable  member  for 
East  Sydney,  and  as  between  the  honwable 
member  for  Htmie  and  the  right  hcxiorable  1 
gentleman,  is  as  to  whether  he  ought  to  have  ! 
funded  the  accumulated  deficiency,  or 
whether  hei  ought  to  have  loaded  his 
new  cash  system  with  it.  The  ri^ht  bmor- 
able  gentleman  said,  "  I  have  qmte  enou^ 
to  do.  I  am  taking  ;£8oo,ooo  a  year  in 
taxation  off  the  people  of  this  country,  and 
I  cannot  afford  to  take  over  this  <dd  lia-  | 
tnlity  into  my  new  aooounts."  Fuithennote. 
he  said,  "  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  fair  to 
the  new  system  if  I  were  to  do  aa  We 
have  a  new  cash  system.  Let  us  have  a  fair 
start,  so  that  the  system  may  stand  on  its 
merits."  With  that  object  in  view,  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  funded  the  accu- 
mulated deficiency.  The  whole  controversy  1 
which  was  waged,  and  which  has  been  waged 
ever  since,  and  all  these  charges  of  "  doc- 
torinit "  and  "cooking"  accounts,  have 
arisen,  because  the  right  hc»K>TabIe  member 
for  East  Sydney  came  in  a  straightforward 
way  to  the  Parliament,  and  asked  it  to  give 
him  authority  to  fund  the  deficienc}%  and 
so  wipe  it  off  his  accounts  altog^her.  I 
have  here  the  New  South  Wales  Act  autho- 
rizing the  whole  transaction.  It  is  entitled 
"  An  Act  to  authorize  the  issue  of  Treasury 
Bills,  to  cover  the  deficiency  ddit  up  to 
30th  June,  1895."  That  amounted  to 
1, 100,000. 

Mr.  Maugek. — ^Who  introduced  that  mea- 
sure? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  was  intro- 
duced by  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Ea5t  Sydney,  and  the  New  South  Wales 
Parliament  unanimously  passed  it.  I  think 
there  were  one  or  two  criticisms  only,  bat 
there  was  no  question  at  all  as  to  whether 
the  measure  proposed  a  proper  way  of 
dealing  with  this  very  difficult  matter.  That 
was  done  by  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Nobody  has  disputed  that 
The  horK>rabIe  member  is  dealing  with 
something  which  is  altogether  outside  the 
question. 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  afraid 
the  honofable  and  learned  member  has  not 
read  the  report  which  he  has  quoted  so 
extensively.  If  he  had  he  would  know  that 
that  is  the  whole  point  of  the  controversy. 

Mr.  Crouch. — The  Committee  found 
against  the  right  honorable  moiber  for 
Bast  Sydney. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Of  course  they 
found  against  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man. They  simply  said  that  he  should 
have  brought  over  the  <dd  deficiency  into 
his  accounts. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Thefy  said  nuich  more 
Chan  that 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— This  is  what 
they  said,  and  it  is  the  whole  point  of 
the  controversy  between  the  bankers  and 
the  present  Prime  Minister.  That  right 
rionorable  gentleman  said,  "  I  do  not  think 
:hat  it  is  fair  to  load  the  new  cash  sys- 
:em  with  this  old  deficiency,  for  which  I 
im  not  responsible,  but  which  Sir  William 
Lyne  and  Sir  George  Dibbs  have  accumu- 
ated.    In  starting  a  new  system  I  desire 

0  begin  with  a  clean  sheet."  The  bankers 
■aid  that  this  old  deficiency  should  still 
lave  been  carried  forward,  and  should  have 
>een  liquidated  from  succeeding  revenues. 
That  was  the  whole  question  in  dispute. 

Mr.  MaUGer. — You  carmot  say  that  you 
egin  with  a  clean  sheet  bv  merely  wiping 
ff  your  books  a  debt  which  has  not  been 
aid. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Sir  John  See 
nd  Sir  Williafv  Lyne  proposed  the  same 
ling. 

Mr.  WsBSTER. — To  pass  it  on  to  pos- 
rity. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Precisely.  That 
what  was  done,  and  that  is  precisely 

hat  Qthev  Goveinments  had  done  before, 
am  net  justifyiag  it,  but  pointing  out 

lat  the  oriticum  is.  not  a  criticism  of 

e  right  hoiKwable  member  for  East  Syd- 

;>>,  but  in  effect  of  the  Parliament  that 

nctioned  what  be  proposed. 

Mr.  Wjesstbk. — Who  took  the  lead  in  the 

uter  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— I  have  already 
!d  the  h<uiorable  member  that  the  right 
norable  member  for  East  Sydney  took 

1  lead,  but  he  was  simply  carrying  out  the 
ention  of  the  previous  Govenmient,  as  I 
ve  already  shown  by  the  quotation  I  have 
de  from  the  New  South  Wales  Hansard. 
Mr.  Sydney  Shzth. — Sir  William  Lyne 
It  svggeste^  it- 


Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.—There  never  was 
any  question  about  the  legality  of  the  trans- 
action. The  New  South  Wales  Parliament 
gave  its  consent  to  the  whole  proceedings, 
and,  therefore,  what  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corio  has  quoted  is  not 
a  COTidemnation  of  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney,  but  of  the  whole  Par- 
liament of  New  South  Wales.  Honorable 
members  have  only  to  look  up  the  New 
South  Wales  Hansard  of  the  time  to  learn 
how  the  Parliament  of  New  South  Wales 
regarded  that  critidsm.  Although  the  re- 
port was  tabled  with  a  flourish  of  trumpets 
by  Sir  William  Lyne,  no  report  was  ever 
more  flat  and  stale,  or  fell  more  un- 
profitably  wi  the  table  of  any  Parlia- 
ment House  than  did  that  report,  not- 
withstanding ail  the  trouble  which  had 
been  taken  to  produce  it.  Now,  as  to  the 
genesis  of  the  Comrnittee :  We  have  heard 
much  about  its  being  a  disinterested  Com- 
mittee.  Do  hcnorable  members  know  the 
genesis  of  the  whole  matter  ?  When  the  pre- 
sent hwiorable  member  for  Hume  was  in 
Opposition  he  was  attacking  the  Reid  Go- 
vernment, week  in  and  week  out,  upon  these 
financial  matters.  He  was  being  fed  up  at 
the  time  by  a  public  servant,  who  afterwards 
biecame  an  adverse  witness  before  the  ex- 
pert Committee  appointed,  and  also  became 
its  secretary.  The  very  man  who  had  en- 
gineered the  whole  thing  was  made  secre- 
tary to  the  Ccwnmittee.  This  was  the  same 
Mr.  Martin  whom  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume  wished  to  foist  upon  the  Federal  ser- 
vice, and  the  honorable  gentleman  would 
have  been  successful  in  doing  so,  only  that 
his  then  colleagues  declined  to  make  the 
appointment  he  wished  to  have  made.  Of 
course  the  honorable  gentleman  wished  to 
reward  Mr.  Martin  for  his  political  ser- 
vices. This  was  the  man  who  engineered 
the  whole  thing,  and  he  became  secretary 
to  the  Committee,  and  gave  adverse  evidence 
when  the  Committee  was  considering  the 
matter.  Now,  as  to  the  composition  of 
the  Committee  itself :  Mr.  Yarwood  was 
one  of  the  gentlemen  selected  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Hume.  Only  just  pre- 
viously Mr.  Yarwood  had  run  in  a  consti- 
tuency as  a  supporter  of  that  honorable 
gentleman,  and  as  a  straight-out  opponent 
of  the  present  Prime  Minister  and  his  land 
and  income  taxation.  It  is  amusing  to  me 
to  hear  members  of  the  Labour  Party  cheer- 
ing references  to  Mr.  Yarwood,  whose  chief 
object  was  to  discredit  the  only  man  who 
had  been  game  to  stand  up  and  fight  the  big 
property-owners  (rf  New  South^ales. . 
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Mr.  Webster. — Who  is  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman  fighting  now? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  fighting 
for  fair  play  just  now,  and  I  am  putting 
this  matter  in  its  proper  light.  I  challenge 
honorable  members  to  contradict  what  I  am 
saying.  I  have  nothing  to  say  against  the  two 
bankers  who  were  members  of  the  Committee. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  they  were  smarting 
at  the  time  tac  the  very  same  reason.  Th«v 
did  not  like  the  income  tax,  and  they  did 
not  like  the  land  tax.  They  were  prtAably 
at  the  time  the  bitter  political  enemies  of 
the  right  honorable  gentleman,  and  he  was 
warned  by  8C«ne  of  his  supporters  that  it 
was  not  wise  to  appoint  such  gentlemen, 
one  of  whom  it  has  since  been  proved 
had  expressed  opinions  adverse  to  his  sys- 
tem of  finance.  It  is  well  known,  for  in- 
stance, that,  l<mg  before  his  appointment  to 
the  Committee,  Mr.  Dibbs  had  told  the 
present  Minister  of  Home  Affairs,  in  no 
unmistakable  terms,  his  opinion  of  the 
finance  of  the  right  honorj^le  gentleman, 
and  we  know  that  when  he  enterd  upon  the 
inquiry,  he  was  as  much  biased  as  a  man 
could  be  against  both  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  and  his  system  of  accounts. 
When  the  honorable  and  learned  membei 
for  Corio  says  that  these  gentlemen  were 
appointed  by  the  Prime  Minister  

Mr.  Bamford. — He  said  "nominated." 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  think  that  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  simply  agreed 
to  them  over  the  table  of  the  House.  Every 
one  who  knows  him  must  be  aware  that 
he  is  not  the  most  suspicious  man  in  the 
community ;  that  he  is  always  disposed  to 
put  the  best  construction  upon  the  actioiu- 
of  those  with  whom  he  comes  into  con- 
tact. 

Mr.  HiGGirte.— It  is  well  to  hear  that. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  does  not  know  that 
that  is  a  fact,  he  does  not  know  the  Prime 
Minister  very  well.  I  doubt  if  there  was 
another  man  in  the  Ministry  who  would 
have  consented  to  the  appointment  of  those 
two  bankers,  in  view  of  aJl  the  political  cir- 
cumstances. It  only  came  out  afterwards 
that  Mr.  Dibbs,  who  has  written  to  the 
hwio^able  and  learned  member  for 
Corio  in  such  an  impartial  strain, 
had  said  beforehand,  that  he  was  opposed 
to  the  right  honorable  gentleman's  system 
of  accounts.  Let  honorable  members  read 
that  letter,  and  see  if  it  is  the  letter  of  an 
impartial  man.  It  is  rather  the  letter  of 
an  opponent,  and  of  a  bitter  one  at  that. 


When  these  facts  came  out  in  the  New 
South  Wales  L^islative   Assembly,  the 

right  honorable  gentleman  determined  that 
he  would  be  judged  fairly,  and  another 
board  was  appointed,  to  which  the  h<HK>r- 
able  and  learned  member  for  Corio  made 
no  reference.  Although  he  has  boasted 
much  of  his  fairness,  he  was  careful  to 
quote  only  from  the  report  which  suited 
Mm,  and  to  ignore  anoUier  report  whidi 
exonerates  the  Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  Ceouch. — I  ask  the  honorable  mem- 
ber to  believe  that  I  did  not  know  of  the 
second  report. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  U  a  fair 
answer  to  make.  The  Prime  Minister  de- 
termined that  the  second  board  should  be 
one  in  regard  to  whose  composition  there 
could  be  no  cavilling;  and  he  therefore 
asked  the  president  of  the  Institute  of  Ac- 
countants to  name  an  accountant,  and  the 
acting  president  of  the  Incorporated  Ac- 
countants of  Australia  to  name  a  second 
accountant ;  and  he  then  asked  these  two 
accountants  to  name  a  third.  No  more  bra- 
orable  course  than  that  could  have  been 
taken.  *  Mr.  J.  E.  Bowes  was  named  by 
the  president  of  the  Institute  of  Account- 
ants, and  Mr.  Thomas  Davis  by  the  acting 
president  of  the  Incorporated  Accountants 
of  Australia;  while  Messrs.  Bowes  and 
Davis  named  Mr.  Richard  Teece,  the  goie- 
ral  manager  of  die  Australian  Mutual  Pro- 
vident Society.  The  directors  of  that  so- 
ciety, however,  withdrew  Mr.  Teece  from 
the  inquiry  after  he  had  begun  his  wort 
thinking,  I  suppose,  that  the  manager  of 
a  public  company  like  theirs  should  not  be 
concerned  in  the  squabble.  Messrs.  Bowes 
and  Davis  then  selected  Mr.  Vane,  of  the 
firm  of  Miles  and  Vane.  All  three  gen- 
tlemen stand  at  the  head  of  their  profes 
sion.  The  Prime  Minister  did  not  appear 
before  them,  but  he  gave  them  the  free  nm 
of  the  accounts  of  the  Treasury  and  of  the 
Auditor-General,  and  put  the  various  Trea- 
surers' Statements  before  them.  In  their 
report  they  admit  that  on  the  first  six  nxnths' 
financing  there  was  a  deficiency  of  51,000, 
but  taking  the  four  years*  revenue  and 
expenditure,  including  all  extraneous  items, 
they  report  that  the  surplus  was  ^^261,000. 
The  Prime  Minister  had  stated  that  he  had 
a  surplus  of  ;^i47,ooo  on  the  four  years" 
working;  but  the  accountants  make  up  the 
difference  in  this  way.  During  the  period 
under  review,  he  had  advanced  88.000. 
repayments  of  whidi  were  made  during  the 
term  of  offii^e  of  his  suocesscff.    A  fair 
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review  of  the  financing  for  the  whole  foui 
years,  however,  showed  him  to  liave  -a  sur- 
plus of  ;£26i,ooo.  Honorable  members 
will  recollect,  in  addition,  that  during  those 
four  years  his  Government  had  remitted  to 
the  people  of  New  South  Wales  ^^3,000,000 
worth  of  taxaticm.  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corio  has  also  spoken 
of  the  loan  expenditure  during  the  right 
honorable  gentleman's  term  of  office;  but 
all  these  matters  were  brought  und^  the 
cognizance  of  the  people  of  the  State,  and 
the  strongest  argument  thai  could  be  used 
to  defend  our  system  of  finance  from  the 
public  platfcnms  was  to  ^ow  the  difference 
between  the  financing  of  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman  and  that  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume,  and  of  Sir  John  See. 
It  was  sufficient  to  read  the  bare  figures,  to 
convince  the  people  of  that  State  that  the 
Reid  Government  carefully  husbanded  their 
resources,  while  succeeding  Governments 
recklessly  squandered  the  public  money  in 
the  most  extravagant  way. 

Mr.  WiLKs. — ^The  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Cork)  has  similar  material  to 
fire  off  against  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume.    He  loaded  both  his  barrels. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.--!  hope  that  on 
the  next  occasion  when  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  makes  an  attack  of  this 
kind,  he!  will  first  read  all  the  informatbn 
on  the  subject  available  to  him,  knd  not 
content  himself  with  a  jaundiced  and  pre- 
judiced report  to  prove  th^t  the  accounts  of 
Xew  South  Wales  were  "cooked"  and  "doc- 
tored" by  the  Prime  Minister.  The  honor- 
able and  learned  member  himself  "cooked" 
and  "doctored"  the  report  of  the  Committee 
by  the  way  in  which  he  quoted  it.  The 
whole  question  at  issue  was  whether  the 
Prime  Minister  sliould  carry  on  the  defi- 
ciency of  his  predecessors,  to  be  liquidated 
out  of  future  revenue,  or  do  as  the  honor- 
able member  for  Hume  and  Sir  John  See 
proposed  to  do,  fund  it,  and  make  a  fresh 
start  with  a  new  system. 

Mr.  Webster. — That  was  a  very  ready 
way  of  getting  rid  of  the  difficulty. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  do  not  say 
that  it  was  the  right  way,  but  to  begin  with, 
the  Prime  Minister  was  carrying  out  the  in- 
tention of  his  predecessors,  and  there  is  a 
great  deal  to  be  said  for  his  determination 
when  creating  an  entirely  new  cash  system, 
to  give  it  a.  fair  start,  instead  of  loading  it 
with  previous  deficiencies.  Although  he 
funded  those  deficiencies,  he  insti- 
tuted   a    sinking     fund*     and  during 


the  four  years,  paid  off  over  ;^i,ooo,ooo. 
The  honorable  member  might  have  quoted 
that  fact,  but  he  conveniently  forgot  it  The 
first  thing  that  the  next  Auninutratiai  did 
was  to  suspend  payments  into  the  sinJdng 
fund,  and  n<xie  have  beoi  made  since. 
That  was  done  by  the  men  who  instituted 
the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Webstes. — ^The  Reid  Administration 
starved  the  roads  of  the  country,  and  their 
successors  had  to  make  up  the  leeway. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  answer  to 
that  statement  is  that  there  is  less  money 
bdng  spent  upcxi  the  roads  of  New  South 
Wales  to-day  than  when  we  left  office. 

Mr.  Wkbstm.— That  is  no  reply;  two 
wrongs  do  not  ttiake  a  right 

Mr.  HiGOiNS. — More  New  South  Wales 
politics. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.  —  This  time  the 
subject  was  introduced  by  a  Victorian  re- 
presentative. 

Mr.  Robinson. — Cheered  on  by  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Northern 
Melbourne. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Any  one  taking 
an  impartial  view  of  matters  as  they  affect 
this  Parliament  must,  I  am  sure,  be  very 
much  disapp(»nted  —  I  malce  no  secret  of 
my  disappointment — ^with  the  position  of 
Federal  affairs.  We  have  had  three  crises 
during  this  year.  Three  times  we  have  had 
a  political  stodctaking,  and  here  we  are 
at  it  again. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — ^And  likely  to  be  so,  too. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  all  I  can 
say  is  that  we  had  better  surrender  the  poIi< 
tical  estate  to  the  liquidator  outside  as 
quickly  as  possible.  The  ccHirse  now  being 
pursued  is  paralyzing  the  whole  industrial 
and  political  life  of  Australia,  and  is  cer- 
tainly doing  us  no  good  in  the  eyes  of 
people  abroad. 

Mr.  Webster.— The  old  "p;ag." 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — The  honorable  member 
and  the  other  members  of  his  party  helped 
to  put  out  two  Governments. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Did  not  the  hon- 
orable member  help  to  put  out  any  Govern- 
ment? 

Mr.  PovNTON. — Yes. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  was  as  eager  as  any  one  to  put  out 
the  Deakin  Government 

>fr.  PovNTON. — I  was  not  eager  to  put  out 
the  Government,  but  I  was  anxious  to  secure 
the  insertion  of  a  rertain  provision  in  the 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill. 

Mr.  McCay. — So  were  we. 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  present  posi- 
tion seems  to  be  a  curious  commentary  on 
the  popular  idea  that  all  our  political 
troubles  would  be  ended  if  we  cmiIv  adopted 
a  system  by  which  Ministers  would  be  per- 
sonally responsible  to  the  House.  All  I 
ha\'e  to  say  is  that  the  present  positicsi  of 
affairs  represents  upon  a  miniature  scale  the 
conditions  which  would  obtain  under  that 
system.  The  House  is  full  of  parties — full 
of  coalitions,  and  that  is  precisely  what 
would  happen  under  a  system  of  non-party 
government.  We  have  too  many  parties 
now.  and  they  are  too  inextricably  mixed  up 
to  do  anything  of  a  peimanent  character  so 
far  as  this  Parliament  is  concemed.  Hon- 
orable members  opposite  have  referred  to 
the  coalition  on  the  Government  side  as  an 
unholy  axnbination  which  embraces  men 
of  widely  divergMit  opinions,  and  I 
wish  to  place  my  position  very  clearly  be- 
fore the  House.  I  hope  that  honorable 
members  will  believe  me  when  I  say  that 
I  do  not  care  very  much  for  the  present 
coalition,  I  hope  that  is  plain.  At  the 
same  time  I  like  it  a  little  better  than  the 
arrangement  which  has  been  entered  into 
by  honorable  members  opposite. 

Mr.  Webster. — That  is  quite  natural. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  may  be,  but 
I  shall  give  my  nasaai  for  taking  that 
view.  One  of  my  objections  to  the  coali- 
tion is  that  it  is  only  half  a  coalititn. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — My  objection  is  that  there 
is  not  enough  of  it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  has  hit  it  off  exactly.  The  coali- 
tion does  not  embrace  a  sufficient  number 
of  honorable  members.  It  is  not  the  com- 
bination that  we  expected.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  Protectionist  Party  has  been 
split  in  two  and  the  wriggling  that  has 
been  going  on  between  the  two  rent  parts 
has  been  very  amusing.  What  we  anti- 
cipated was  that  it  would  be  a  genuine  coali- 
tion, and  that,  as  the  whole  of  the  free- 
traders joined  it,  the  whole  of  the  protec- 
tionists would  come  in  on  the  basis  of  that 
fiscal  peace  which  I  believe  was  promised 
by  every  protectionist  on  the  platform  at  the 
last  election. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  protectionists  would 
not  agree  to  that. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— In  my  opinion 
the  arrangements  made  by  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter might  have  been  of  a  different  character. 
For  instance,  although  he  has  only  a  few 
protectionists  among  his  supporters,  he  has 
taken  five  fiscal -sinkers  into  his  Cabinet. 

Mr.  Mauges. — ^That  is  a  good  name. 


Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— In  the  Cabi&et 
there  are  only  three  fiscal  militants  as  against 
five  Ministers  who  believe  in  sinking  the 
fiscal  issue.  Again,  if  I  bad  been  m  the 
position  o£  the  Prime  MimsteTf  as  a  fnt- 
trader,  I  should  not  have  handed  the  Cns- 
Uxas  Department  over  to  the  oontnrf  of  a 
protectionist  I  say  that  candidly  and 
frankly. 

Mr.  Frazer. — This  is  interesting- 
Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.—I  think  that  the 
Minister  of  Home  Affairs  might  verv  well 
have  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Trade  and  Customs. 

Mr.  Mauoek.  —  What  difference  would 
that  have  made? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  think  h  would 
make  a  great  deal  of  difference. 

Mr.  Mauger.  —  Would  a  free-ti&dei 
favour  the  importers? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— Not  at  all.  The 
difference  is  this:  A  protectionist  would 
have  a  bias  towards  his  own  fiscal  system, 
and  a  free-trader  would  have  a  bias  towards 
his  side  of  the  questim — call  it  an  unooo- 
scious  bias  if  you  like.     Take  a  case  in 
point.     A  few  days  ago  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  (Customs  received  a  deputatiaii 
with  regard  to  the  duty  charged  upon  cfaooo- 
lates.     He  tdd  the  deputatioa  that  wher- 
ever there  was  a  duty  on  the  border-line  be 
would  give  them  tine  advantage  of  the 
higher  duty.     I  suppose  that  the  hMiorable 
gentleman  did  what  be  hcHiestly  believed  to 
be  right,  and  I  do  not  quarrel  with  him  upon 
that  ground.      I  fancy,  however,  that  if 
the  Minister  had  been  a  free-trader  be 
would  not  have  stretched  matters  in  that 
direction.     I  wish  to  say,  further,  that  I 
do  not  agree  with  the  granting  of  preference 
to  local  tenderers.    I  thought  that  the  ques- 
tion  of  preference  had  be«i  crystalliz«l  in 
the  Customs  Tariff  Act     The  whole  ques- 
tion was  debated  for  two  years,  and  what- 
ever preference  was  to  be  given  should  have 
been  embodied  in  the  statute  in  the  shape 
of  Customs  dutv.      I  earnestly  hope  that 
this  question  will  be  decided  upon  lines 
exactly  opposite  to  those  which  are  bdsg 
adopted  by  some  'Ministers  at  present. 

Mr.  Mauger. — They  have  not  the  pluck 
to  do  that. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— No  piefcrence 
should  be  given  b^ond  that  provided  foe 
in  the  statute. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^It  is  so  provided  for. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— Recent  dedsioas 
show  the  contrary.  Ever  since  the  Tsriff 
has  been  in  q>^idion  it  ^ipears  to  bne 
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been  the  rule  in  the  Poet  and  Telegraph  De- 
partment to  ^ve  local  tenderers  ttie  benefit 
of  a  duty  of  30  pec  cent  upMi  floods  which 
the  statute  says  wall  carry  only  15  per  cent 
In  my  view  a  15  per  cent  preference,  added 
to  a  15  per  cent,  duty,  is  equivalent  to  a 
30  per  cent.  duty. 

Mr.  Maugkr. — Na  A  15  per  crat  pre- 
ference is  equivalent  to  a  duty  of  15  per 
cait. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— A  15  per  cent 
preference,  plus  a  duty  of  15  per  (xiA., 
amounts  to  30  per  cent.  I  have  a  very 
decided  objection  to  any  Ministry  increas- 
ing the  Customs  Tari£f  of  the  country  by 
mere  administrative  acts. 

Mr.   Mauger. — Is  not  the  preference 
enuivalent  to  a  duty  of  15  per  cent.  ? 

"Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  do  not  under- 
stand the  honorable  member.      But  whilst 
I  make  these  criticisms  of  the  position  of 
honorable  members  upon  the  Ministerial  side 
of  the  Chamber,  I  certainly  do  not  see 
any  justification  for  the  statements  which 
have  been  made  by  honorable  members 
opposite.     When  I  view  the  ragged  pro- 
tectionist regiment  which  occupies  the  Op- 
position corner  benches,  and  which  has 
allied  itself  with  the  Labour  Party  and 
pledged  itself  to  the  programme  wh^h  has 
been  outlined,  I  am  quite  content  to  ronain 
where  I  am.    Only  the  other  evening  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Indi 
referred  to  Ministerial  supporters  as  *'  a 
sexless  combination."     That  was  his  way 
of  rounding  off  a  peroraticm.    He  expressed 
the  hope  that  an  end  would  soon  be  put 
to  this  "  sexless  combination."     I  suppose 
that  when  he  employed  the  word  *'  sexless" 
he  referred  to  the  fiscal  complexion  of  hon- 
orable members  upon  this  side  of  the  House. 
I  think  that  I  do  him  no  injustice  in  as- 
suming that.    I  say.  that  if  he  wants  to 
view  a  "  sexless  combination,"  he  had  bet- 
ter look  at  home,  and  look  as  hard  as  he 
can  in  that  direction.    If  he  desires  to 
gaie  upon  people  who  are  fiscally  sexless, 
he  had  better  turn  to  his  own  side  of  the 
Chamber.    Take  the  honorable  member  for 
Darling  as  an  example.    He  has  occupied 
a  seat  in  this  House  for  four  years,  and 
was  a  meAiber  of  the  New  South  Wales 
Parliament   for   many   years  previously, 
but  I  defy  anybody  to  say  whether  he  is 
a  protectionist  or  a  free-trader. 
Mr.  Spence. — He  is  here  all  right 
Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— He  is  absolutely 
sexless  so  far  as  the  fiscal  question  is  con- 
cerned. 

Mr.  Spence.— Wait  until  it  comes  up. 


Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— When  it  was  un- 
der discussion,  the  honorable  member  was 
mrat  irritatin^ly  impartial  in  his  votes.  He 
was  a  protectionist  to-day  and  a  free-trader 
to-morrow  thiou{^iout  the  whole  of  the  de- 
bates.  I  repeat  that  before  levelling  such  a 
taunt  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Indi  had  better  look  at  hmne.     I  do  not 
make  these  statements  in  derogation  of  hon- 
orable members  opposite,  because  they  have 
never  made  a  fetish  of  the  fiscal  question. 
They  say  that  they  were  returned  as  labour 
members,  which  is  a  straightforward  de- 
claration.   At  the  same  time,  they  must  ad- 
mit that,  aca»:ding  to  the  dictum  of  the 
h<xiorabIe  and  learned  member  for  Indi, 
thev  are  fiscally  sexless,  and  if  he  wishes  to 
find  a  party  which  has  no  virility  and  no 
distinctive  traits  on  this  question,  he  had 
better  \<xk  at  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
The  honorable  member  for  Wide  Bay  said 
last  evening  that  nobody  had  ever  known 
him  to  proclaim  himself  a  free-trader.  Yet 
this  is  the  combination  with  which  this  great 
fiscal  apostle  is  anxious  to  ally  himself,  in 
the  hope  of  securing  more  protection. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^We  are  protectionists  upon 
this  side  of  the  House  by  two  to  one,  and 
the  positiOT  is  just  the  reverse  upon  the 
other  side. 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — Does  the  alliance  in- 
tend to  raise  the  fiscal  question? 
Mr.  Mauger. — ^As  soon  as  ever  we  can. 
Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  hope  that  the 
honorable  member  is  speaking  for  the  com- 
bination. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^We  intend  to  appoint  a 
Royal  Ccanmission  to  inquire  into  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Tariff,  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  Webster. — The  honorable  member  is 
speaking  for  himself. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.-  I  thought  he 
was.  The  other  evening  he  said  that 
the  alliance  had  been  formed  upon  a  sound 
protectionist  bans.  I  should  like  to  hear 
the  honorable  member  for  Maranoa  and 
others  upon  that  point  I  venture  to  say 
that  they  would  sound  a  very  different  note 
indeed.  What  is  the  critidsm  which  has 
been  levelled  against  the  Government  by 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition?  In  the  first 
place  he  referred  to  the  postponement  of  the 
High  Commissioner  Bill.  He  said  that 
that  measure  was  desperately  urgent,  and 
that  the  sooner  a  High  Commissioner  was 
appointed  the  better  it  would  be  for  Aus- 
tralia. I  interjected  that  I  did  not  believe 
that  anything  was  spoiling  in  that  regard. 
What  1  meant  to  convey  was  that  action 
could  be  deferred  whilst  an  effort  was  being 
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made  to  see  that  the  people  of  Australia 
are  not  charged  anything  additional  for 
the  cooduct  of  their  affairs  in  London.  I 
hold  that  opinion  very  strongly,  and  I  will 
not  vote  fot  the  appcnntment  ai  a  High 
Commissioner  unless  I  can  see  some  chance 
of  saving  the  States  the  e]qwnditiin  which 
would  \x  involved.  "But  what,"  I  ask, 
"  is  the  policy  of  the  combination  upcxi  this 
point?"  They  have  a  most  definite  de- 
claration upon  it  From  it  I  learn  that 
"  the  selecticm  of  the  High  Commisuoner  is 
to  be  subject  to  the  prior  consent  of  Par- 
liament, the  economizing  of  existing  State 
agencies,  and  the  full  utilization  of  the 
Federal  staff  for  the  benefit  of  the  States." 
How  can  these  points  be  considered  unless 
by  conference  with  the  States? 
'  Mr.  Spxnce. — Hear,  hear  1 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  why  do 
honorable  members  opposite  object  so 
fiercely  to  the  proposal  of  the  Government, 
which  would  give  effect  to  the  very  letter  of 
that  arrangement? 

Mr.  Spencb. — ^The  Government  propose 
to  leave  the  dedsion  of  the  matter  entirely 
to  the  SUtes. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— They  propose 
no  such  thing.  The  Prime  Minister  dis- 
tinctly stated  that  he  would  postpone  the 
introduction  of  the  Bill  until  he  had  con- 
sulted the  States,  with  a  view  to  asctttain- 
ing  if  a  reduction  could  not  be  effected  in 
their  staffs. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Suppose  they  do  not 
consent. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Suppose  that 
they  do. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Perhaps  "yes,"  perhaps 
"no." 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  the  States 
act  senselessly  they  will  not  consent,  but  if 
—as  I  believe  they  will — they  act  with  an 
ordinary  amount  of  prudence,  they  will 
give  their  most  cordial  consent  to  any  pro- 
posal of  the  kind. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^What  is  the  policy  of 
the  Ministerial  combination,  if  they  do  not 
consent  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  have  already 
told  the  honorable  member  my  policy  in 
regard  to  the  matter.  I  am  not  prepared 
to  increase  the  expenses  of  the  people  of 
Australia  in  LonJ^n  at  thd  present  time. 
I  now  turn  to  another  item  in  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  Opposition  alliance,  from 
which  I  learn  that  preferential  trade  is  to 
be  discussed  by  the  joint  parties  at  an  early 
date.     That  is  a  very  safe  declaration. 


There  ought  to  be  no  trouble  in  regard  to 
that  matter.  Personally,  I  am  quite  pre- 
paied  to  join  the  alliance  to  discuss  it.  If 
they  will  inform  me  when  it  is  to  be  con- 
sidered, I  shall  be  happy  to  take  a  hand 
with  them.  There  is  another  matter,  which 
goes  to  the  very  crux  of  the  political 
binatiwt  opposite.  The  hcxiorable  and 
learned  member  for  Indi  is  tirelessly-  pro- 
claiming that  his  only  object  in  seekmg  an 
alliance  is  to  depose  the  Prime  Minister, 
with  a  view  to  securing  more  protection  foi 
the  industries  of  Australia. 
Mr.  TtTDOR. — ^A  very  laudable  object 
Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Let  us  see  what 
definite  provisi(m  is  made  fat  it. 

Legislatioa  (including  Tariff  legislation)  shown 
to  be  necessary:  (i)  To  develop  Australian  re- 
sources; (2)  to  preserve,  mcouraee,  and  benefit 
Australian  industries,  primary  and  secondary — 

That  is  a  grand  object  with  whidi  every- 
one  is  in  agreement — 

(3}  To  secure  fair  conditions  of  labour  for  all 
engaged  in  every  form  of  industrial  enterpriic, 
and  to  aSvance  their   interests  and  well-being 

without  distinction  of  class  or  social  status — 

That  sounds  very  democratic,  but  it  is  also 
very  indefinite.  I  do  not  know  of  any 
hpnorable  member  who  is  not  prepared  to 
subscribe  to  the  item  in  the  progranune  that 
I  have  just  read,  but  the  point  is  that  the 
members  of  the  alliance  are  not  lx)und  to 
anything.  It  is  provided  that  when  they 
are  called  upon  to  discuss  that  which  will 
best  advance  the  interests  of  the  people,  any 
member  of  the  combination  may — 

Agree  with  the  members  of  his  own  patty  to  be 
bound  by  their  joint  determination,  or 

[t)  Decide  how  fat  the  particular  circum- 
stances prove  necessity,  or  the  extent 
to  which  the  proposal  should  be  cmriied. 

Mr.  Reid.— "  Yes-na" 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  is  to  say, 
taking  up  the  parable  of  boimable  members 
opposite,  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Flinders,  to  whom  they  are  constantly  al- 
luding, I  do  not  know  with  what  justi- 
fication, as  the  personification  of  consen'a-  . 
tism  

Mr.  Tudor. — The  honorable  member  does 
not  know  him. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Under  the  terms 
of  the  alliance  the  honorable  member  for 
Flinders  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Kooytmg  would  be  at  liberty  to  freely  a- 
press  their  own  individual  views,  and  to 
vote  according  to  those  views  and  yet  be 
members  of  the  combinatioa. 

Mr.  Spencb. — ^We  are  the  party  of  free* 
dom. 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.-— The  honorable 
membet  is  quite  right  As  a  member  of  the 
party  be  is  bound  only  in  regard  to  one 
object.  That  object  was  made  unmistak- 
ably clear  last  night  by  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  West  Sydney,  when  he 
said,  "We  are  ocxnbined  together  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  the  right  htmorable 
gentleman." 

Mr.  RsiD. — A  very  laudable  object 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Opposition 
are  solid  on  that  question. 

Mr.  Webstok. — It  is  a  very  laudable  ob- 
ject 

Mr.  Reid. — It  would,  if  suooessful,  create 

Sr  jSsEPH  COOK.— Then  the  por- 
tion is  this:  That  the  members  of  the 
Labour  Party  in  the  Federal  Parliament, 
vho,  from  its  inception,  have  been  declaim- 
ng  against  the  system  of  the  "  ins  and  the 
>uts,"  declaring  that  they  would  not  re- 
nove  any_  Government  merely  for  the  sake 
tf  removing  it«  desire  to  oust  the  Ministry 
olely  because  of  a  feeling  of  revenge  to* 
rards  oxxt  member  of  it,  although  that  right 
lOQorable  member's  pn^K»als  are  idratical 
ritli  dieir  own. 

Mr.  Thomas. — He  said  that  he  was  in 
ffice  to  fight  us. 

Mr.  Rsm.— We  heard  all  about  that  last 
ight 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Does  the  Labour 
'arty  shape  its  final  course  of  action  on 
le  mere  statement  of  an  individual? 

Mr.  Groom. — If  it  be  a  Ministerial  de- 
a  ration. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  that  be  so, 
seems  that  the  members  of  the  party 
ave  come  down  to  the  ruck  of  very  ordi- 
iry  politicians,  and  have  lost  those  high 
>litical  ideals  with  which  they  set  out. 

Mr.  Thomas. — We  lost  them  after  the 
jnorable  member  left  us. 

Mr.  Spence. — The  Government  will  not 
rry  out  our  programme;  if  they  would 
3  might  help  them. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Have  they  not 
en  carrying  it  out  ?   They  have  taken  up 
e  Conciliation  and  Aititration  Bill, 
Mr.  Wedsteh. — They  have,    and  they 
ve  also  taken  up  the  provisions  in  regard 

the  railway  servants  and  public  servants 

the  States.' 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— I  shall  have 
nething  to  say  later  on  in  regard  to  that 
itter.  I  was  glad  to  hear  the  admission 
-de  last  night  by  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
ion  that,  save  in  regard  to  the  difference 
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between  two  amendments,  the  Conciliadon 
and  Arbitration  Bill  was  his  own  measure 
in  every  particular.  That  clears  our  course 
to  a  considerable  extent.    Another  matter 

to  which  the  Opposition  take  exception  is 
the  attitude  of  the  Government  on  the  ques- 
tion of  old-age  pensions.  It  may  happen 
that  when  all  the  preliminary  work  has 
been  done  in  connexion  with  a  reform  of 
this  kind,  those  who  did  it  will  be  put  out, 
and  some  one  who  never  lifted  a  finger  to 
assist  the  movement  will  be  pitchforked 
into  office  and  given  all  the  credit  attach- 
ing to  the  achievement  of  that  reform.  That 
has  happened,  and  may  occur  again.  The 
man  who,  for  purely  political  purposes, 
jumped  on  the  flood  tide,  now  receives  all 
the  credit,  while  those  who  did  the  work 
and  prepared  the  way  for  the  reform  are 
made  to  suffer  for  their  actions. 

Mr.  Thomas. — The  Prime  Minister  said 
that  he  would  not  give  us  this  reform  ixx 
200  years. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  never  said  anything  of  the 
sort. 

Mr.  Batchelos. — Another  mistake  on  the 
part  of  the  newspapers  ? 

Mr.  Reid. — I  was  always  in  favour  of 
old-age  pensions,  and  was  turned  out  of 
office  for  spending  money  in  furtherance  of 
the  principle. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— There  is  only 
one  other  item  in  the  programme  of  the- 
alliance  to  which  I  desire  to  refer,  and 
that  is  the  paragraph  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  a  .  Tariff  Commis- 
sion. This  is  a  troublesome  question. 
It  has  already  given  rise  to  difficul- 
ties among  members  of  the  part}',  and 
they  have  now  agreed  to  send  the  whole 
question  of  Tariff  revision  downstairs  to  be- 
buried  in  the  vaults  of  the  House.  Should 
it  ever  emerge  from  the  vaults,  after  investi- 
gation by  the  Royal  Commission,  members 
of  the  alliance  will  be  perfectly  free  to  split 
into  a  thousand  fragments  in  dealing  with 
it.  To  put  such  a  programme  seriously 
before  the  intelligent  electors  of  Australia 
is,  to  my  mind,  to  perpetrate  a  fraud  upon 
them.  It  is  a  sham— a  part  which,  at  all 
events,  a  great  many  honorable  members 
of  the  Opposition  were  not  expected  to  play. 

Mr.  Thokas. — ^We  never  anticipated 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Gippsland 
and  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney  would  sit  side  by  side  on  the  Trea- 
sury benches. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^We  are  not  worried^  and  why 
should  the  honorable  member  worry  about 
the  matter. 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  desire  to  refer 
to  some  remarks  made  last  night  by  the  ex- 
Minister  of  External  Affairs.  The  honor- 
^le  and  learned  monber  has  gone  out  of  his 
way  on  two  occasions  to  make  a  bitter  per- 
sonal attack  upon  myself,  and  I  wish  it  to 
be  understood  that,  what  I  am  about  to  say 
to-night  will  be  said  in  self-defence.  The 
honorable  and  learned  member's  vitupera- 
tive speech  has  been  scattered  over  the 
whole  of  the  electorate  which  I  represent, 
and  I  desire  to  send  a  little  statement  after 
it.  I  have  never  done  anything  to  pro- 
voke the  honorable  and  learned  member.  So 
far  as  I  am  aware,  I  have  never  crossed 
swords  with  him ;  but  he  look  care,  two  or 
three  weeks  a|^,  to  make  some  bitter  per- 
sonal accusations  against  me,  and  repeated 
some  more  last  night.  Here  is  what  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  said  on  12th 
ult.— 

The  honorable  member,  with  hU  wileg,  ud  his 
turns,  and  his  tricks,  and  his  subterfuges,  and 
his  appeals  for  votes  

Mr.  HiGGiNs. — Who  said  that? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— This  is  what  the 
honorable  and  learned  member's  late  col- 
league, the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  West  Sydney,  said  concerning  my 
humble  self. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — It  is  impossible, 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— He  also  said  of 
me — 

The  honorable  member  has  never  kept  a  solitary 
pledge  made  by  him  during  his  life. 

Mr.  S PENCE. — I  did  not  understand  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  to  be  refer- 
ring to  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Parramatta  when  he  made  that  remark, 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  had  better  not  begin  to  defend  him. 
At  a  later  stage  he  said — 

At  the  same  time,  he  will  try  to  pcrsiin.de  those 
credulous  and  unhappy  men  in  his  district  that 
he  is  still  in  favour  of  compulsory  arbitration, 
and  that  be  woald  give  them  preference.  If  he 
succeeds,  he  will  achieve  a  great  victory.  If  he 
stood  alone  and  had  not  the  advantages  of  a 
ticket  and  the  press  behind  him,  be  would  never 
da  it. 

There  stands  behind  him  a  press,  without 
whose  aid  he  could  never  for  a  moment  hope  to 
come  into  Parliament  again. 

Mr.  Groou.  —When  was  this  said? 
Last  night  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— No,  previously, 
but  this  is  the  /irst  opportunity  I  have  had: 
to  reply  to  it. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — The  honorable  member 
did  not  say  it  last  night. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  did  not  say 
that  he  did. 


Mr.  PovMTOK. — But  the  honmable 
ber  has  said  that  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  West  Sydney  repeated  it  last 
night. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK,— I  say  that  be 
said  some  ttungs  last  nigl^  that  were  equally 
bad.  These  will  do  for  my  purpose  to- 
day. As  to  my  being  a  creature  of  the 
press,  I  wish  to  say  that  honorable  memben 
in  Melbourne  know  what  a  pet  I  am  of  t}ie 
press  of  this  city.  I  have  had  the  good  for- 
tune over  here  to  be  broadly  and  squarely 
opposed  by  one  newspaper^  the  Age ;  while 
the  other  newspaper,  the  Argus,  is  not  fw 
me  at  all.  That  is  my  position  here;  and 
I  am  bound  to  say  this  also — that 
much  as  the  Age  opposes  me,  it,  on  the 
whole,  has  treated  me  better  than  the  Argus. 
Honorable  members  will  judge  fnxn  thai 
how  much  of  a  pet  I  am  of  the  ^ress  here. 
As  to  my  own  State,  I  merely  wish  to  say 
that  there  is  no  honorable  member  in  the 
Federal  Parliament,  nor  a  politician  out  of 
it,  who  has  been  treated  with  so  much  con- 
sideration and  kindness  by  the  press  of 
Sydney,  as  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  West  Sydney  has  been.  I  chal- 
lenge contradiction  of  that  statement  No 
honorable  member  has  been  treated  with 
anything  like  the  consideration  tiiat  he  has 
been  by  the  press  of  Sydney. 

Mr.  Webster. — Therefore,  he  biovs 
how  valuable  it  is  to  the  himorable  mem- 
ber. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  confess  that 
I  do  not  know  the  value  of  it,  as  he  does : 
and  I  have  never  "taken  the  steps  that  he  hai 
taken  to  get  the  press  at  my  back.  I  have 
never  gone  winning  at  election  time  into 
the  editor's  room  to  get  him  to  support 
me,  as  the  honorable  and  learned  memt't'r 
has  done.  At  the  last  election,  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  went  into  tiie 
editor's  room  at  the  Sydney  Dmly  TiU- 
graph  office,  and  asked  to'  be  given  th: 
support  of  that  journal. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Was  the  buiorable  mem- 
ber there? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— No,  I  was  not 
there.  I  say  tKat  I  have  never  done  that 
sort  of  thing  yet. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — I  dare  sav  the  hoiof- 
able  and  learned  member  for  West  Sydney 
has  never  dwie  it  either. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  is  well  known 
that  he  has  done  it.  I  want  to  say  some- 
thing more. 

Mr.  Robinson. — Did  he  not  go  into  the 
office  of  the  Sydney  Mormng  HeraU 
also? 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— He  tried  to  get 
the  Herald  put  him  in  the  free-trMe 
bunch,  and  when  he  found  that  he  could 
not  do  it  be  went  and  got  the  support  of 
the  man  whom  he  has  so  bitterly  de- 
nounced, and  asked  the  right  hmorable 
gentleman  to  help  him. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^And  he  rang  me  up  on  the 
telephcme  to  tell  me  that  they  had  not  put 
him  in  the  bunch. 

Mr.  MABm.— Has  not  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter any  nme  private  oonrenatioiis  to 
record? 

Mr.  Reid. — ^After  last  night,  that  is  a 
fair  things 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.—!  want  to  say, 
Mr.  Speaker,  referring  to  the  gibes  of  the 
h(»x)rable  and  learned  mmber  for  West 
Sydney  about  a  "ticket,"  that,  however 
much  I  have  been  on  the  ticket  of  the 
Free-trade  Party,  the  Free-trade  Party 
have  never  paid  any  of  my  election  ex- 
penses.   He  cannot  say  that. 

Mr.  McDonald. — My  "  crowd  "  pay  all 
mine,  and  those  of  nearly  every  other  labour 
man  in  Queensland. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Did  the  honor- 
able member  ever  get  any  cme  else  to  sub- 
scribe, apart  from  the  labour  people? 
Mt.  McDonald. — No. 
Mr.   JOSEPH  COOK.— That  is  the 
gravamen  of  my   remarks.     About  this 
ticket  " :  I  do  not  know  which  ticket  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  West 
Sydney  referred  to,  but  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corio  denounces  the 
Prime  Minister  as  being  a  sectarian  Prime 
Minister.    That  is  a  nice  thing  for  an  hcm- 
orable  member  to  hurl  across  the  Chamber. 

Mr.  Tudor. — Does  not  the  homnable 
member  think  it  is  true 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Do  I  think  it 
is  true?  I  am  going  to  say  this:  that  I 
know  honorable  members  opposite  who  are 
just  as  anxious  to  get  on  the  ticket  referred 
to  as  any  man  can  be.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber who  fulminated  in  that  way  last  night 
was  equally  anxious  to  get  on,  and  asked 
to  be  put  in  the  Protestant  bunch. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — What  kind  of  politics 
is  this,  anyway? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  had  that  state- 
ment on  the  authority  of  a  man  whom  I 
implicitly  believe. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — It  is  more  likely  that 
the  honorable  member  wrote  to  them,  and 
asked  them  to  leave  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  West  Sydney  out  of 
their  bunch. 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.—What?  He 
wrote  arid  begged  of  them  to  put  bim  in 

it. 

Mr.  Groom. — Wrote? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  ought  not  to 
say  "  wrote";  I  understand  he  went.  That 
is  a  statement  made  by  a  man  whom  I 
would  as  readily  believe  as  I  would  believe 
any  statement  of  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  Carpenter. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber will  not  tell  who  he  is. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Let  things  de- 
velop a  little  further,  and  we  will  tell  the 
b(xiorable  member  who  he  is. 

Mr.  PoTNTON.— Dill  Mackay? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— No;  not  Dill 
!^fackay.  The  honorable  member  was  wrong 
that  time.  But  the  information  is  abso- 
lutely authentic;  honorable  members  may 
take  that  from  me. 

Mr.  PovNTON. — ^The  hcxiorable  member 
has  no  right  to  make  a  statement  of  that 
kind  imless  he  is  prepared  to  give  the  proof 
of  it  to  the  House. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  admit  that  I 
have  not.  No  one  in  this  House  has  a 
monopoly  of  that  kind  of  conduct  but  the 
honorable  member  who  spoke  last  night.  In 
the  course  of  his  speech  he  hardly  said  a 
single  thing  that  was  accurate. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — Did  he  say  anything 
about  the  sectarian  business  i* 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— He  jibed  at  me 
about  a  "  ticket."  That  is  quite  enough  for 
my  purpose,  and  I  have  given  my  answer 
to  it.  He  is  the  m  m  wl  0  goes  after  *'  tickets." 
No  man  goes  after  them  with  the  same 
vigour  and  fervency  as  he  does. 

Mr.  Batchelor.'— This  is  a  scur>7  kind 
of  attack. 

Mr.  McCay. — What  about  the  six  pot- 
ters' statement  last  night? 

Mr.  Batchelor. — That  was  a  denuncia- 
tion of  Government  policy. 

Mr.  McCay.— It  was  a  dishonorable 
statement. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  West  Sydney 
stated  that  but  for  this  kind  of  thing  I 
should  never  be  returned  to  Parliament.  I 
have  only  to  say  that  my  political  life  will 
stand  investigation  alongside  his,  or  that 
of  any  other  man  on  the  Opposition  side 
of  the  House.  There  are  honorible  mem- 
bers on  this  side  of  the  House  who  know 
that  I  did  not  desire  to  enter  political  life 
at  all.  I  only  reluctantly  entered  it  at  the 
last  moment,  f  did  not  even  wish  to  enter 
the  Federal  Parliament.  I  hope  I  am  not 
egotistical  in  saying  that  I  sacrificed  a  great 
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deal  in  entering  it,  and  would  not  have  comt 
except  for  the  very  earnest  solidtaticHis  of 
the  Prime  Minister. 

-Mr.  Reid. — And  probably  the  honorable 
member  would  have  been  in  the  New  South 
Wales  Ministry  to-day  if  he  had  not  come 
here. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  West  Sydney  went 
on  to  say  that  he  wanted  to  know  how  it 
was  possible  for  a  man  like  the  hcmorable 
member  for  Parraniatta  to  be  in  the  em- 
braces of  the  honorable  member  for  Koo- 
yong  and  the  honorable  member  for  Flin- 
ders? Ail  I  have  to  say,  in  reply  to  that, 
is  that  however  much  honorable  members 
on  this  side  may  differ  in  political 
opinion — and  I  admit  that  there  is  a 
difference;  a  very  decided  difference,  in 
political  opinions,  as  between  some  of  my 
honorable  friends  and  myself-*-!  can  take 
their  word  where  I  should  decline  to  take 
the  word  of  the  traducer  of  last  night.  At 
any  rate,  if  they  made  a  statement  to  me, 
f  should  be  sure  it  was  a  fact.  I  could  not 
say  the  same  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member.  And  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  said  that  I  left  the  Labour  Party 
for  fiscal  reasons,  whereas  he  knew,  or 
ought  to  Jiave  known,  better  than 
that  when  he  spoke.  He  knew  that 
there  was  not  a  tittle  of  truth  in  the 
whole  statement,  or  he  ought  to  have  known, 
for  he  was  one  who  was  most  persistent 
on  the  deputation  which  tried  to  induce 
our  party  to  sign  the  pledge.  I  shall  tell 
honorable  members  why  I  left  the  Labour 
Party.  I  never  did  leave  the  Labour  Party 
inside  the  House;  my  fault  in  the  eyes  of 
honorable  members  opposite  was  that  I 
stuck  to  the  party  inside  the  House.  But 
the  party  outside  the  House  bundled  the 
whole  party  over. 

Mr.  Webstek. — And  we  regret  that  the 
honorable  member  left  the  party. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  nearer  left  the 
party  in  the  House,  and  the  only  complaint 
was  that  I  would  not  leave  them  and  go 
with  another  party  outside.  And  why  would 
I  not  go  with  the  party  outside?  It  was 
because  of  a  pledge  which,  in  my  opinion 
— and  which  honorable  members  them- 
selves have  admitted  since — was  not  a  fair 
and  proper  pledge  to  ask  a  man  to  sign. 
Hdtiorable  members  who  are  strongest  now  in 
the  present  Laliour  Paitv  were  most  bitter 
and  unrelenting  in  opposition  to  the  pledge 
we  were  asked  to  sign.  I  objected  to  the 
pledge  because  I  wanted  some  consideration 


given  to  my  constituents  as  well  as  to  my-  | 
self.  I  did  not  believe  in  going  into  a  caucoi 
and  bcin^  bound  up  by  that  caucus  to  ictioD 
which  might  be  in  diametric  oppoatioD  u  I 
the  wishes  and  opinions  of  my  constituents.  I 
"Oh,  but,"  said  the  leader  of  the  Oppon- 
tion,  "  all  we  ask  the  honorable  member  to  I 
do  in  that  case  is  to  resign  his  seat  and  go  I 
to  his  constituents  again."    But  does  it  aid 
there?  If  it  did  end  there  the  transaction  i 
would  be  very  simple;  But  if  a  man  dares  tQ  | 
differ  in  opinion  from  those  honorable  mem- 
bers, they  pursue  him  relentlessly  ever  after-  i 
wards.    They  do  not  allow  for  differences  { 
ot  opinion ;  they  call  a  man  who  dares  tu 
differ  from  them  in  opinion — as  I  have  been 
called  in  this  Chamber — a  "renegade,"  a 
"rat,"  and  all  that  kind  of  thing.    That  a 
the  freedom  these  honorable  members  allow 
a  man  to  think  for  himself.  I 

Mr.  Batchelor. — That  is  not  peculiai  | 
to  anv  partv. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— And  yet  the  ' 
honorable  and  learned  manber  says  that  it 
is  a  simple  matter  of  leaving  the  party  and 
going  to  one's  constituents.  If  that  ended  | 
the  matter  thcire  would  not  be  much  objec- 
tion. But  it  becomes  not  a  matter  of  opin- 
ion, but  a  matter  of  whidi  we  have  liad  anlr  ^ 
too  much  evidence  in  this  d^>ate  from  the 
lips  of  the  ex-Minister  of  External  Affain 
— a  matter  of  deep  and  abiding,  bitter,  per- 
sonal rancour.  What  we  wanted  to  do 
when  the  crisis  took  place  was  to  make  our 
platform  broader  instead  of  narrowci.  We 
wanted  to  merge  the  party  into  a  demoaatic 
party  —to  get  into  our  ranks  many  men  in 
the  House  who  wanted  to  join  witti  us.  But 
the  I^abour  Party  outside,  while  we  inside 
wanted  to  mal^  the  platform  a  little 
broader — just  as  the  Labour  Party  in  tiiii 
House  are  doing  now,  in  sfxne  respects- 
insisted  on  its  being  made  ten  times  nar- 
rower, and  so  the  difference  of  opinion  took 
place.  It  was  not  a  matter  of  the  fiscal 
question  at  all,  and  the  honorable  mnnber 
knew  that  when  he  said  sa 

Mr.  Fishes. — Is  the  hcmorable  member 
referring  to  1894? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.  ~  Yes.  The 
members  of  the  deputation  who  had  charge 
of  the  negotiaticHis  with  the  party  outside 
included  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  West  Sydney,  the  honorable  member  for 
Bland,  and  though  I  do  not  know  that  there 
were  any  more  members  of  this  House,  there 
were  five  or  six  other  Labour  members. 
The  favorite  doctrine  of  the  leader 
of  the  Oppositicm  at  that  tim^  when 
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he  came  to  discuss  the  matter  inside, 
uas  that  we  should  vote  tc^ether  on 
every  occasion,  if  possible — that  the 
exception  should  be  when  we  did  not 
\ote  together — so  as  to  pieserve  an 
attitude  of  solidarity  and  soldier-like 
precision.  Of  course,  he  and  his  sup- 
porters have  got  away  from  that  position 
ong  ago,  and  are  themselves  formino;  an  al- 
liance of  their  own ;  and  I  shall  k  very 
nuch  surprised  if  that  alliance  is  not  re- 
:)udiated  by  those  outside.  Now  as  to  the 
ittack  on  myself  and  others  in  connexion 
vith  the  preference  question.  Srane  of 
he  organizations  in  Sydney  have  trade  re- 
:ords  or  newspapers  which  are  run  by  the 
)rganizations,  at  the  head  of  which,  acting 
IS  secretaries,  are  the  labour  members  in 
his  House.  Week  by  week  those  honor- 
ible  members  are  "  pilling "  us  secretly, 
ind  we  do  not  see  what  is  said  unless  we 
lappen  to  get  hold  of  one  of  those  trade 
lewspapers.  Now  I  want  to  send  out  some- 
bing  after  the  poiscm  which  the  bcmorable 
nd  learned  member  has  already  sent  out 
bout  this  matter  of  preference.  I  say, 
gain,  that  we  on  this  side  have  every 
sason  to  be  obliged  to  the  leader  of  the 
)pposition  for  his  frank  statement  yester- 
ay,  that  the  only  difference  between  the 
osition  of  the  Government  and  his  own 
■  the  difference  between  the  amendment  of 
le  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Cori- 
^lla  and  the  amendment  which  the  Labjur 
artv  themselves  sutsnitted.  The  honoraoh 
id  learned  member  for  Corinella  proix)se>-l 
lat  the  matter  should  be  decided  by  a  mere 
ajority,  while  the  Opposition  amendment 
as  that  there  should  be  a  substantial  re- 
resentation  of  those  affected  before  prefer- 
ice  should  be  given.  The  amendment  of 
e  honorable  and  learned  membei  for 
arinella  was  as  follows: — 

That  the  following  words  be  added  : — "  And 
ovided  further  that  no  such  preference  shall 
directed  to  be  given  unless  the  application  for 
ch  preference  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Court, 
proved  by  a  majority  of  those  affected  by  the 
-ard  who  have  interests  in  common  with  the 
pJicaats." 

id  the  amendment,  of  which  notice  was 
i  en  by  the  present  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
m,  was  as  follows: — ■ 
3init  the  whole  proviso,  insert — ■ 
'  The  Court,  before  directing  that  preference 
ill  be  given  to  the  members  of  an  organization, 
til  be  satisfied  {hat  the  organization  substanti- 
y  xepreientt  the  industry  affected  in  point  of 
numbers  and  competence  of  its  members." 

le  leader  of  the  Opposition  admits,  in 
>st  unmistakable  terms,  that  no  Judge 


would  read  his  amendment  as  meaning  any 
other  than  a  majority  requirement.  Here 
is  what  the  honorable  member  said,  and  I 
wish  to  have  it  recorded  in  Hansard — 

The  practice  in  nearly  every  case,  in  all 
the  Arbitration  Courts,  has  been  to  grant  a  pref> 
erence  only  when  the  majority,  reasonably  ascer- 
tained, is  in  favour  of  such  preference. 

Mr.  McCay.  —  The  impossible  was 
achieved  then. 

Mr.  Spence. — It  means  the  majority  of 
those  working. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.—The  honorable 
member  for  Darling  is  wrong.  The  quota- 
tion proceeds — 

I  am  not  so  foolish  as  to  anticipate  that  the 
practice  laid  down  by  the  Arbitration  Courts  of 
New  Zealand  and  New  South  Wales  will  be  de- 
parted from  by  the  Judge  appointed  to  the  Fede- 
ral tribunal.  Any  one  who  imagines  that  the 
Judge  in  the  Federal  Court  would  lay  down  a 
new  line  of  procedure — that  he  would  grant  pre- 
ferences to  unions  which  manifestly  represented 
only  a  minority  of  those  employed  in  the  industry 
or  the  district  in  respect  of  which  the  preference 
was  asked — cannot  have  paid  any  attention  to  the 
general  procedure  under  legislation  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  TuoOR. — The  honorable  member  is 
afraid  of  that*  and  so  he  wants  to  ''gag  " 
the  Judge. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  not  at  all 

afraid. 

Mr.  Tudor. — The  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella  was. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— What  I  have 
said  proves  up  to  the  hilt  the  soimdness  of 
my  position.  I  shall  have  the  greatest  plea- 
sure in  quoting  the  leader  the  Opposition 
in  the  interpretation  of  our  position.  He 
said — 

The  Government  do  not  desire  that  preferences 
shall  be  granted  to  minorities. 

Nothing  could  be  clearer  or  more  emphatic 
than  tl^t.  The  Hansard  report  goes  on — 

Mr.  GaooM. — The  amendment  contains  the 
words  "  substantially  in  numbers." 

Mr.  WATSON  In  numbers  and  competency 

— not  numbers  or  competency.  Both  requirements 
are  insisted  on.  The  Court,  if  it  followed  the 
precedents  which  have  been  created  in  New  South 
VValea  and  New  Zealand,  would  be  bound  to  in- 
terpret the  words  as  implying  a  majority.  In 
New  Zealand  it  has  been  msisted  that  a  majority, 
so  far  as  that  can  he  reasonably  ascertained,  diall 
be  shown  to  be  in  favour  of  the  granting  of  a 
preference  before  it  can  be  given. 

Mr.  McCay. — That  is  exactly  what  my 
amendment  means. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Put  the  two 
amendments  side  by  side  before  any  im- 
partial man.  For  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition to  say  that  the  difference  between  the 
amendments  makes  the  Bill  worthless  tn 
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unionists  is  distinctly  wrong,  and  the  hon- 
orable member  ought  to  know,  if  he  does 
not,  that  what  he  says  is  so  much  dust 
thrown  in  the  eyes  of  the  unionists  of  the 
country — that  it  is  not  a  fair  statement  of 
the  position. 

Mr.  Spence. — The  unionists  take  a  dif- 
ferent view. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  dare  say  they 
do,  and  the  reason  is,  that  they  have  only 
had  the  honorable  member's  version. 

Mr.  Spence. — Xo,  they  have  not 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— They  have  bad 
the  versira  which  the  hooorable  member  and 
other  labour  members  have  so  industriously 
driven  into  them.  They  have  not  beard 
the  other  version  of  the  matter  yet.  I  shall 
take  care  that  the  opposite  view  ii  ghren 
to  them  alsa 

Mr.  Webster. — If  they  are  similar  why 
should  the  honorable  member  object  to  thn 
first  amendment  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  first  amend- 
ment was  that  moved  by  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Corinelta. 

Mr.  McCat. — And  approved  (tf  by  a 
maiwity     Xht  Conamittee. 

Mr.  Webster. — ^That  was  not  the  first 
but  the  last  amendment 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Now  I  come  to 
the  statement  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion last  night  in  justifying  the  Socialism  of 
the  Labour  Party.  My  position  in  public 
life  on  this  matter  has  always  been  the  same. 
In  common  with  honorable  members  who 
differ  from  me  on  this  economic  question, 
I  have  been  striding,  as  I  believed,  and  still 
believe,  honestly  to  try  to  do  something  which 
shall  be  for  the  uplifting  and  elevation  of 
the  working  classes.  I  have,  therefore, 
never  taken  public  exception  to  their  eco- 
nomic theories,  but  I  wish  to  say  now  that 
the  more  I  look  into  this  question  of  Social- 
ism the  more  I  am  convinced  that  it  could 
not  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  workers  in  par- 
ticular, and  that  it  could  not  be  for  the 
benefit  of  the  oocnmunity  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  Fishes. — Is  the  honorable  member 
speaking  of  Socialism  as  a  politick  science 
or  as  an  abstract  matter  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  speaking 
of  it  as  a  political  science — as  a  political 
system. 

Mr.  Spence. — Can  the  honorable  mem- 
ber give  us  some  definition  of  it  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK,— I  profKae  to  do 
so  if  honorable  members  will  wait.  Un- 
fortunately 1  cannot  give  honorable  mem- 
liers  any  Australian  definition  of  Socialism, 


because  we  cannot  get  hmtorable  members 
to  bind  themselves  down  to  any  accepted 
definitkxL 

Mr.  Wilson. — ^They  are  "  Everything  bv 
turns,  and  nothing  long." 

Mr.  Mahon. — What  is  the  honorable  men- 
ber's  leader's  definition  of  it  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  for  Kennedy  is  the  only  mari  1 
know  of  in  the  Labour  Party  who  says, "  We 
.ire  Socialists,  and  we  are  going  for  Social- 
ism all  the  time." 

Mr.  Reid. — ^We  respect  the  hononble 
member  for  it*  too. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  leader  oi 
the  Opposition  confines  himself  to  finesse 
up(Mi  this  basic  fact  of  the  wbcrfe  situation. 
This  is  what  the  faoncMable  gentleman  said 
last  night.  Referring  to  farmers  and  their 
requironents.  he  said  that  they  asked  for 
reduced  grain  freights.  I  should  like  to 
know  if  asking  for  a  reduction  of  freiebts 
is  Socialism.  Fanners  a^  icx  a  reductioD 
of  freights  all  over  the  world.  I'hev  are 
asking  for  that  every  week  in  the  Old  Coun- 
try, where  the  railways  are  not  owned  bv 
the  States. 

Mr.  Webstbk. — Through  Parliament? 

Mr.  PoYNTCM. — If  the  people  as  a  whole 
have  to  meet  the  deficiency,  it  is  Sodalism. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  have  yet  to 
learn  that  this  can  be  accounted  SodaltsoL 

Mr.  Batchelor. — It  depends  cm  ones 
stand-point  entirely. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  admit  that 

Mr.  Spence. — I  thought  that  the  honor- 
able member  was  himself  a  Sodalist. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  very  sorry 
that  the  honorable  member  should  thimc  so. 

Mr.  Spence. — I  still  think  that  the  honor- 
able member  is  a  Socialist. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^Let  the  honorable  member 
try  to  induce  the  h(»orable  member  for 
Parramatta  to  share  his  money  with  him. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  says  that  the  farmers  ask 
for  wire  netting  to  enclose  their  holdinp 
in  order  to  keep, out  vermin.  Why  do  they 
do  that  ?  If  the  States  cleared  their  own 
lands  of  vermin  the  farmers  would  never 
have  to  ask  for  ^vire  netting  from  ihe 
States.  It  is  because  the  farmers  are  af- 
flicted with  vermin,  bred  on  the  unrulti- 
vnted  lands  owned  by  the  States,  that  in 
sheer  self-defMice  they  ask  the  States  to 
repair  the  damage  due  to  thdr  n^Iect. 

Mr.  McCav. — ^Thev  onlv  ask  for  loans. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  they  asked 
for  this  assistance  altogether  as  a  gift  it 
could  not  by  any  possibility  be  oonstnied 
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to  be  Socialism.  The  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion further  said  that  farmera  ask  for  cold 
storage,  star\'ing  stock  rates,  and  agricul- 
tural colleges,  and  he  claims  that  all  this 
is  Socialism. 

Mr.  Spence. — What  else  is  it?  It  is 
done  by  the  community. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  shall  tell  the 
honorable  member  what  it  is  if  he  will  but 
wait  a  moment.  The  leader  of  the  Opposi* 
tion  also  said  that  the  farmers  ask  the  State 
for  a  grant  for  shows,  and  that  that  is 
Socialism.  I  may  tell  the  honcvable  gen- 
tleman what  he  does  not  tell  the  farmers 
of  Victoria,  and  I  hope  I  shall  make  very 
clear  the  position  of  those  who  profess  to 
be  Socialists.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition, 
if  he  were  honest  with  the  farmers  of  Vic- 
toria and  elsewhere  would  say,  "  We  agree 
to  give  you  these  concessions ;  we  belie\'e  in 
them.  But  remember  that,  while  we  are 
giving  }Ou  wire  netting  to  keep  vermin 
off  your  land,  it  is  onlv  as  a  temporarj'  ex- 
pedient. What  we  aim  at  in  ^  parlia- 
mentary arena  is  to  try  to  acquire  the  lands 
to  be  owned  by  the  State." 

Mr.  Thomas. — Does  not  single-tazer 
desire  that? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.  — I  am  putting 
the  position  fairly,  I  hope.  The  leader 
of  the  Opposition  should  also  say  to  the 
fanners  of  Victoria  and  elsewhere,  "  While 
we  will  help  you  to  export  your  produce, 
at  the  same  time  we  are  inaugurating  a 
system  and  steadily  pursuing  it,  as  circum- 
stances permit,  which  will  acquire  from  you 
the  owner^ip  of  your  cows,  and  put  them 
into  the  hands  o^  the  State."  That.  I 
think,  is  a  fair  statement  of  the  Socialists' 
position. 

Mr.  Reid. — Make  the  farmers  milkers 
at  so  much  a  day. 

Mr.  McCay. — Surely  a  cow  is  one  of  the 
"  means  of  production." 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Do  honorable 
munben  c^posite  deny  that  that  is  the  So- 
cialists' position?  I  do  not  know  that  I 
could  put  it  any  mc»<e  fairly  than  that. 

Mr.  McDonald. — *'  All  means  of  pro- 
ducticm,  distribution,  and  exchange  of 
wealth"  will  express  it 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Here  is  the  ex- 
position of  Socialism  given  in  the  German 
Erfurt  Programme,  given  also  in  the 
Fabian  Essays,  and  also  bv  Mr.  Webb. 

Mr.  Batchelos. — ^The  honorable  mem- 
ber has  gone  outside  Tom  Mann  now. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.--I  do  not  know 
whether  these  authorities  will  be  considered 
good  enough,  but  I  confess  that  I  cannot 


find  any  more  representative  authorities  on 
this  question. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — The  honorable  member's 
leader  says  that  he  is  a  Socialist. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— What  has  that 
to  do  with  the  point  I  am  putting  ?  I 
am  not  evoi  saying  that  Socialism  is 
wrong. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — ^The  right  honorable 
gentleman  will  define  it  for  the  honorable 
member.  Is  it  "Yes"  or  "Xo"  this 
time? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.  — Does  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  address  that 
question  personally  to  me? 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — Yes. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  answer  is 
"No."     Is  that  plain  enough? 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — The  honorable  member 
says  "  No,"  and  his  leader  says  "  Yes." 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Socialism,  ac- 
cording to  the  authorities  to  whom  I  have 
referred,  is  the  gradual  abolition  of  pri- 
vate property  in,  and  private  control  of, 
the  instruments  and  materials  of  produc- 
tion, land,  distribution,  trade,  loan,  capital, 
and  public  d^s. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — And  cows. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— My  honorable 
friend  will  find  that  cows  are  included  in 
that.  The  honor^^le  manber,  therefore, 
need  not  jibe  at  cows.  Therefore,  I  say 
that  when  the  htmor^le  meimber  for 
Bland  puts  these  things  forward  as 
the  programme  of  Socialism  he  is 
putting  forward  what  he  knows  vAy  well 
tr>  be  an  attenuated  and  tentative  form  of 
Socialism,  and  if  he  hcxiestly  told  the  far* 
mers  what  the  intentions  of  the  socialistic 
party  are,  they  would  see  that  they  are  , 
miles  in  advance  of  the  statement  whidi  he 
made  in  his  speech  last  night.  The  criti- 
cism of  the  Prime  Minister  was  a  right  one. 
He  told  the  honorable  member  for  Bland 
that  he  did  not  represent  the  movement  in 
favour  of  this  collective  ownership  of 
the  means  of  production,  as  it  was  crystal- 
lizing outside. 

Mr.    Reid. —  A   co-operative  Common- 
wealth ! 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— My  position  is 
this:  Deer}-  it  though  we  may,  the  desire 
for  private  gain  leads,  in  my  opinion,  to 
private  enterprise,  and  is  at  the  present 
moment  the  chief  incenti\-e  of  our  people  to 
effort  and  progress  in  the  industrial  arena. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber reallv  believe  that? 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  da  I  am 
afraid  Uiat  if  the  strain  were  lifted  off 

humanity  we  should  lose  a  great  deal  of  its 
embellishment,  a  great  deal  of  its  civiliza- 
tion. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Then  the  honorable  mem- 
ber knocks  Christianity  on  the  head- 
Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  is  very  wide  of  the  mark  in  saying 
that.  In  any  case,  he  is  not  an  authority 
on  the  subject 

Mr.  Thouas. — Neither  is  the  honorable 
member. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  merely 
humbly  expressing  my  own  opinion.  It 
seems  to  me  that  if  we  removed  the  one  we 
should  remove  the  other  also.  My  position 
differs  from  that  of  honorable  members 
opposite  in  this :  I  want  to  apportion  as 
fairly  as  I  can  the  strain  and  the  effort 
whidi  go  to  build  up  the  civilization  of  to- 
day, and  the  results  which  they  accomplish. 
Honorable  gentlemen  opposite  say,  "  Merge 
the  individuals,  and  treat  them  in  the  mass." 
I,  on  the  other  hand,  wish  to  preserve  the 
individuality  of  the  nations  and  of  the  peo- 
ple to  the  fullest  extent.  I  admit  readily  that 
there  are  es:re8cences  up(m  the  individual- 
istic system,  which  are  like  great  warts  or 
wens  on  the  physical  body,  and  my  effort  is 
to  get  rid  of  them,  to  purifpr  the  individual- 
ity of  the  people  as  apphed  to  industrial 
pursuits  in  every  way  that  I  can.  But 
I  shall  do  nothing  in  the  direction  of 
endeavouring  to  destroy  that  individualitv — 
to  "crib,  cabin,  and  confine  it." 
That  I  believe  would  be  the  inevitable  re- 
sult of  the  socialistic  doctrine.  The  hon- 
cxable  member  for  Barrier  accuses  me  of 
throwing  away  Qiristianity.  That  is  a 
.  nice  thing  for  an  homnrable  member  to  say 
in  a  House  of  Parliament  The  other 
evening  he  said,  during  a  discussion  of  this 
subject  in  a  church  in  the  suburbs,  that 
as  a  system.  Socialism  has  nothing  to  do 
with  Christianity.  But  when  I  tell  him 
that  I  am  opposed  to  Sodalism,  be  says 
that  I  am  throwing  away  Christian  prin- 
ciples. 

Mr.  Thomas,  —  No,  I  did  not.  The 
honorable  member  said  that  the  great  mo- 
tive power  of  the  race  was  competition. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  said  that  the 
element  of  private  gain  was  the  great 
industrial  motive  power.  I  am  speaking 
of  the  econcMnic  system  pure  and  simple. 
The  honorable  member  must  not  read  into 
my  remarks  a  meaning  which  I  did  not  give 
them.  I  believe  that  it  is  possible  to  gradu- 
ally superimpose  the  moral  ideal  upon  our 


purely  eomomic  r^stems,  and  I  shall  strive 
as  earnestly  ioc  that  as  will  my  hrauvable 

friend.  I  do  not  see  why  there  should  neces- 
sarily be  a  divorcement  between  that  great 
power  which  makes  for  righteousness,  and 
that  other  great  power  by  which  we  supply 
our  human  wants.  I  am  earnestly  with  the 
honorable  member,  and  will  do  my  best  for 
the  uplifting  of  all  who  have  to  toil  for  tbor 
daily  bread.  It  is  because  I  believe  dut 
the  socialistic  system  which  has  beoi 
preached  from  the  hilltops  would  in  the  end 
lead  to  an  intolerable  tyranny  with  our 
present  human  nature,  so  that  it 
would  of  itself  break  down,  that  I  am  not 
able  to  support  it  It  is  a  popular  thing 
to  paint  dreams  ;  but  these  Arcadian  projects 
always  tumble  down  before  the  logic  of 
facts.  There  are  certain  laws  sweeping 
through  the  universe  which  will  take  no 
account  of  expedients  of  this  kind,  and  thit 
nation  and  those  pe(^Ie  will  live  the  Imgest 
and  fare  the  best  

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — Who  are  most  greedv  I 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— No  such  thing. 
I  have  never  said  anything  whidi  leads  to 
that  conclusion. 

Mr.  HiGGlNS. — The  inference  from  ttw 
honorable  member's  remarks  is  that  the  raihr 
safety  for  humanity  is  in  greed. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  have  said 
quite  the  contrary.  The  sweep  of  natural 
laws  is  a  fact  to  be  reckoned  with,  and  all 
your  Parliaments  cannot  ultimately  defeat 
and  o\'erthrow  them.  If  we  can  work  with 
them,  if  we  can  harness  and  guide  them, 
so  that  they  will  move  our  way,  we  shall  be 
following  the  palh  to  industrial  peace  and 
permanent  prosperity  ;  but  if  we  go  in  the 
teeth  of  them,  and  attempt  to  scotch  them, 
we  shall  be  courting  disaster,  disintegration, 
and  decay. 

Mr.  HIGGINS  (Northern  Melbourne).- 
I  do  not  feel  at  all  at  home  in  these  d^tes; 
I  hate  them.  I  have  never  liked  a  dd)ate 
upon  a  crisis,  and  I  like  this  debate  lead 
of  all.  As  a  rule,  I  do  not  speak  on  these 
occasions,  and  I  should  not  speak  now,  but 
for  the  fact  that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  do  so. 
I  do  not  think  that  these  discussions  are 
made  more  agreeable  by  the  perpetual  drag- 
ging into  this  Parliament  of  New  Sooib 
Wales  quarrels.  I  do  not  blame  (xie  party 
more  than  another ;  t)Ut  if  the  representa- 
tives of  New  South  Wales  knew  Iww  hear- 
tily sick  the  representatives  of  the  othn 
States  are  of  this  perpetual  dragging  in  of 
New  South  Wale.«j  squabbles  of  olden  limes, 
they  would  stop  it 
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Mr.  WiLKS. — The  honorable  and  learned 
member  should  read  that  lecture  to  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Corio. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.~I  have  said  that  no  one 
party  is  more  to  blame  than  another;  but 
as  an  outsider  I  do  not  think  that  it  adds 
to  the  dignity  of  our  d^tes  to  have  dis- 
cussions between  former  leaders  of  parties 
in  New  South  Wales  as  to  who  was  right 
and  who  was  wrong  on  some  particular  oc- 
casion. There  is  something  which  I  feel 
bound  to  say  at  the  beginning  of  my  re- 
marks, because  I  find  that  there  has  been 
some  misconception.  Personally,  I  am 
strongly  and  intensely  in  favour  of  an  alli- 
ance. I  feel  that  anythmg  which  will  tend  to 
bring  the  progressive  parties  of  Austtalia 
together  is  swnething  which  I  should  sup- 
port, and  one  of  the  best  means  I  see  for 
bringing  together  the  progressive  parties 
of  Australia  is  an  alliance  of  this  sort. 
There  must  be  differences  between  men  who 
think  for  themsdves.  When  there  is  a 
general  body  of  sentiment  in  favour  of 
legislating  for  the  benefit  of  the  people, 
those  who  believe  in  State  interference 
should  be  ranged  on  one  side,  whilst  those 
who  are  opposed  to  it  should  be  arrayed  on 
the  other.  Aftor  a  good  deal  of  thought, 
trouble,  and  vrorry,  I  have  come  to  a  ixm- 
clusion  diametrically  opposite  to  that  in- 
dicated  by  the  bomvable  member  for  Far* 
ramatta.  He  is  subject  to  that  unfortunate, 
and,  to  my  mind,  miserable,  feeling  that 
the  only  hope  for  humanity  is  to  be  found 
in  following  the  dictates  of  greed. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Nothing  of  the 
kind ;  I  repudfate  that  entirely. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber apparently  holds  that  the  only  way  for 
humanity  to  be  prosperous  is  to  follow  the 
lines  of  competition  and  to  be  submissive  to 
the  laws  of  greed.  I  stand  amazed  when 
I  think  that  the  best  things  which  humanity 
has  done  have  be^  acccnnplished,  not  undo' 
the  impulsd  of  greed,  but  under  influences 
operating  in  the  opposite  direction.  It  was 
not  in  any  spirit  of  competiticHi  that  Isaac 
Newton  made  his  discoveries ;  it  was  not  in 
order  to  gain  mcmey  that  Faraday  made 
his  contributions  to  science,  nor  was  it  any 
such  m^an  motive  that  impelled  John  How- 
arc!  to  do  as  he  did.  I  believe  that  the  hon- 
orable member  started  out  on  his  political 
career  with  a  desire  to  help  the  people, 
and  that  that  is  still  his  object ;  but  he  has 
unf<^nately  strayed  into  the  wrong  path. 
I  think,  with  all  respect  to  him,  that  owing 
to  those  associations  to  which  I  need  not 


refer,  for  fear  that  I  should  be  called  to 
order,  he  has  diverged  into  a  wrong  course, 
and  has  adopted  wrong  principles.  In 
justice  to  my  late  colleagues,  and  to  the 
patty  who  supported  them  so  loyally,  I  feel 
impelled — without  at  all  violating  Cabinet 
secrets — to  tell  honor^le  members  my  ex- 
perience of  those  with  whom  I  was 
associated  in  oflBce.  The  Prime  Minister 
has  several  times  alluded  in  the  most  pointed 
manner  to  the  late  Ministry  as  a  caucus-tied 
Labour  AdministraticHi.  What  he  means  by 
that,  if  he  means  anything,  is  that  the  Min- 
istry as  an  Executive  body,  a  Cabinet  re- 
spcmsible  to  the  country,  deliberating  for  the 
benefit  of  the  country,  oould  not  act  freely 
without  consulting  the  labour  caucus.  Now, 
if  anv  (Hie  is  in  a  position  to  say  whether 
that  is  true  or  false,  I  think  it  is  myself, 
because  I  was  the  cmly  member  of  that  Ad- 
ministration who  was  not  a  memb^'  of  the 
caucus.  I  should  have  felt  the  position  in- 
tolerable if  I  had  been  called  upon  to  dis- 
cus* with  my  colleagues  matters  in  which 
I  felt  that  they  were  not  free  agents. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — They  submitted  matters  to 
the  caucus  before  they  discussed  them  in 
Cabinet. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— The  honorable  member 
IS  quite  wn»ig.  I  do  not  intend  to  use  words 
similar  to  those  employed  by  the  Prime 
Minister,  but  content  myself  by  saying  that 
the  hcHiorable  member  is  abs^utely  wrong. 
As  he  knows,  I  cannot  go  further  into  (W- 
tail,  but  I  may  say  that  there  was  never  a 
case  for  discussion  in  which  I  did  not  feel 
that  my  colleagues  were  absolutely  free 
agents — willing,  ready,  and  able  to  listen 
to  reason,  and  willing,  ready,  and  able  to 
be  bound  by  it.  Whatever  may  happen  here- 
after, I  should  be  a  coward  and  a  poltroon 
if,  having  had  that  experience,  I  were  not 
to  say  that  the  statements  made  and  re- 
peated, particularly  on  the  platform,  by  the 
right  honorable  gentleman,  are  absolutely 
without  foundation. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^The  h(»iorable  and 
learned  membn-  was  very  fortunate,  because 
his  colleagues  alwavs  followed  him. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.'— The  right  honorable 
gentleman  is  quite  wrong.  I  did  not  occupy 
a  position  similar  to  that  which  he  filled 
in  Western  Australia,  where  the  Parliament 
followed  him  abjectly  for  ten  years,  and  no 
one  dared  to  say  him  nay.  My  relations 
with  the  members  of  the  Cabinet  extended 
over  (miy  three  or  four  months,  and  I  can 
testify  that  there  was  perfect  harmony,  and 
cnnplete  independence  and  freedom  of  dis- 
cusnm  amoi^gst  us.     I  think  that  this 
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debate  will  do  good  in  one  respect,  if  in  no 
other.  Although  it  seems  to  wander  a  great 
deaU  and  although  from  one  punt  of  view 
there  is  not  v^y  much  discussion  of  prin- 
ciple, stil  1,  it  is  gradually  forcing  on 
pi^lic  attrition  the  nature  of  the  labour 
pledge;  and  the  more  that  is  emphasized,  the 
better.  Those  who  will  not  read  the  pledge 
have  assumed  that  a  labour  meoiber  is  oovnd 
by  any  dedsioa  of  the  caucus.  I  am  &ee 
to  speak  independently  upon  this  subject, 
and  I  ask  any  fair-miiuled  man  whether  the 
plet^  means  what  has  been  urged  against 
it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Has  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  signed  the  pledge? 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— I  have  already  stated 
that  I  have  not  signed  it,  and  it  is  because 
of  that  fact  that  I  am  the  more  free  to 
ipeak  t^arfins  it> 

Mr.  JosBraCooK. — If  the  honcrable and 
learned  member  has  no  objectioa  to  the 
pledge,  why  does  he  not  sign  it? 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— That  is  my  business. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  admit  that  that  is 
an  answer. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— I  decline  to  attach  to 
ultimate  theories  the  same  amoimt  of  im- 
portance that  I  do  to  matters  that  are  within 
the  range  of  present  actitm.  If  I  agree 
with  every  presoit  purpose  of  a  party  I 
am  ready  to  try  to  act  with  it.  I  do  not 
mind  if  the  members  of  that  party  happen 
to  differ  from  me  as  to  the  ultimate 
goal  to  be  attained.  I  believe  that  in  prac- 
tical politics  it  is  ten  times  more  important 
to  see  that  one  agrees  with  his  comrades  in 
their  present  proposals,  rather  than  that  he 
should  assure  himself  that  his  ultimate  ideas 
and  theirs  are  upon  all  fours.  The  labour 
pledge,  to  which  I  have  referred,  reads  as 
follows  r — 

I  hereby  pledge  myself  elected 
to  do  my  utmost  to  carry  oat  the  principles  em- 
hodied  in  the  Federal  Labour  Platform,  and  on 
alt  questions  affecting  the  platform  to  vote  as  a 
majority  of  the  parliamentary  party  may  decide 
at  a  diuy-constituted  caucus  meeting. 

Sir  JoHM  Forrest. — Who  is  the  judge 
as  to  what  affects  the  labotnr  platfomt  ? 

Mr.  HIGGIXS.— The  labour  platform 
contains,  for  instance,  a  plank  relating  to 
the  "maintenance  of  a  White  Australia." 
That  is  the  first  item  that  catches  my  eye. 
No  man  need  sign  the  platform,  of  which 
that  is  a  plank,  unless  he  believes  it  is  a 
proper  thing ;  but  if  he  signs  it,  the  ques- 
tion of  the  machinery  to  be  employed  in 
order  to  effect  the  ofa^ect  is  a  mere  matter 
of  detail.  So  far  as  that  pluft  is  oonooned. 


all  that  a  member  of  the  party  binds  himself 
to  do  is  to  act,  as  the  majority  of  the  cauctis  I 
may  decide,  in   regard  to  all   quedions  I 
affecting  the  maintenance  of  a  White  Am- 
tralia.   It  is  a  mere  question  as  to  how  the  I 
object  is  to  be  best  attained,  and  a  man  ! 
must  be  jng-headed  if,  on  a  question  of 
machinery,  he  is  iHM  willing  to  submit  his  I 
fudgment  to  that  of  the  majority  of  his  ' 
flumrades.    That  has  to  be  done  in  the 
Army,  and  in  business,  and  in  every  other  | 
walk  of  life. 

ifr.  Page. — ^The  right  honorable  member 
for  Swan  had  to  do  that  in  the  Cabinet.  i 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— The  advantage  in  the  ' 
case  of  the  Labour  Party  is  that  they  have 
a  written  as  distinct  from  an  unwritten  plat-  i 
form,  and  I  think  that  honorable  menbers  ' 
will  agree  that  th^  have  been  wise  in  adopt- 
ing a  written  platform.   So  far  as  I  hare  . 
been  able  to  watch  the  labour  movement.  I 
it  has  been  the  only  safeguard  of  the  part}*. 
If  they  had  not  had  a  written  platfcmn, 
and  had  not  compelled  their  selected  candi-  ' 
dates  to  sign  it,  they  would  have  had  a 
number  of  false  friends,  who  would  have 
edged  round,  and  said,  "  We  did  rwt  mean  ' 
this  or  that,*'  and  who  would  have  made  all 
sorts  of  qualifications.    As  far  as  I  can 
judge,  the  Labour  Party  internally  is  freer 
than  IS  the  party  which  is  led  by  the  Prime 
Minister.    What  do  we  find?    Every  one 
of  the  New  South  Wales  representatives 
who  came  here  to  vote  with  the  ri^  hon- 
orable gentleman  still  votes  with  hni,  and 
when  sc»ne  of  them  attempted  to  speak  upon 
the  occasicHu  of  the  recent  crisis,  they  were 
not  allowed  to  do  so.    They  were  pulled 
down  by  the  tails  of  their  coats.  Upon 
the   other   hand,  we  find   the  honor^Ie 
member  for  Perth  differed  from  the  late 
Administration  upon  the  wisdom  or  (Set- 
wise of  making  the  Conciliation  and  Arbi- 
tratioi  Bill  applicable  to  oversea  shipping, 
and  voted  ag^nst  the  Government  proposal. 
Upon  the  question  of  free-trade  vtrms  pro- 
tection, the  members  of  the  Labour  Party 
are  at  liberty  to  vote  as  they  choose.  Can 
the  same  be  said  of  honorable  members 
who,  with  the  Prime  Minister,  come  from 
New  South  Wales? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thovson. — It  can. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— Can  it  be  said  of  those 
honorable  members  who  follow  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Ballaiat? 
Thev  were  pledged  to  fiscalism  in  that 

Mr.  I}uGAU>  Triwson. — ^Does  the  hem- 
orable  and  learned  member  mean  to  sat 
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that,  individually,  those  members  always 
TOted  with  their  party? 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— Na  I  say  that  the 
only  member  fron  New  South  Wales  who 
was  kicking  over  the  traces  was  brought 
into  line  by  the  framing  of  a  motion  which 
suited  him.  I  refer  to  the  h(»K»alble  mem- 
ber for  Dalley,  who  is  now  Government 
whip.  He  could  not  suppcwt  the  Prime 
Minister  imtil  a  niotioo  was  framed  for 
which  he  could  vote. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — How  ofteo  did 
the  **  bridge-builders  "  frame  motions  ? 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— I  have  nothine  to  do 
with  bridge-builders.  I  say  that,  if  there 
is  a  party  which  is  bound  so  tightly  that  it 
cannot  move  without  the  peimission  of  its 
leader,  it  is  the  band  of  twenty-two  or 
twentv-three  members  who  have  come  into 
the  House  with  the  Prime  Minister,  as  the 
representatives  of  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Upon  two  oc- 
casions they  saved  the  Bartoi  Government 
from  defeat  on  important  questions. 

Mr.  HIGGINS. — X  am  not  discussing  the 
doii^  of  the  Barton  AdminiMration  at  the 
present  time.  The  Prime  Minister — and  I 
say  this  with  all  respect  to  him— has  done 
a  great  deal  to  ei^tter  debate  in  this 
House,  and  in  the  country.  I  ne\'er  knew 
a  more  skilful  coiner  of  phrases  than  he  is, 
and  I  never  knew  of  any  case  in  which 
epithets  were  so  virulently  coined,  with  a 
design  that  they  should  sting.  I  have  heard 
him  speak  of  a  body  of  honcffable  men  as 
**  political  puppets."  I  have  heard  him  say 
to  the  members  of  a  Ministry,  which  con- 
sisted chieflv  of  men  who  had  been  wage- 
earners,  when  their  supporters  were  address- 
ing Ae  House — "  Another  day's  pay  !  " 
That  remark  was  withdrawn,  it  is  true,  but 
(xily  when  it  was  too  late.  The  wasp  had 
put  in  his  sting. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Has  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  never  noticed 
what  is  said  by  honorable  members  oppo- 
site? 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— Nothing  was  so  vulgar, 
mean,  or  contemptible  as  a  taunt  of  that 
character,  thrown  across  the  floor  of  the 
House.  That  sort  of  thing  will  never  be 
forgotten.  Nothing  in  the  way  of  retalia- 
tion bv  honorable  members  upon  this  side  of 
the  Chamber  could  equal  it.  I  will  mention 
another  kind  of  expression  which  the  Prime 
^finister  thinks  will  sweeten  discussion  in 
this  House.  I  invite  honorable  members  to 
notice  how  he  concludes  his  manifesto  to 
the  electors  of  New  South  Wales.  I  pre- 
sume that  he  thinks  he  can  say  to  them 


what  he  would  not  say  to  the  people  of 
Australia.    He  declares — 

I  want  to  rescue  Australian  politici  from  the 
grasp  of  an  arrogant  minority  which  s«eki  to  boid 
national  power  to  aelfish  ends. 

If  that  statement  means  anything  at  all, 
it  means  that  the  Labour  Party  is  endea- 
vouring to  use  the  power  of  the  Australian 
Government  for  the  selfish  ends  of  its  mem- 
bers. If  it  does  not  mean  that,  the  Prime 
Minister  should  speak  more  explicitly.  When 
he  describes  these  men  as  "selfish,"  I  wish 
to  know  what  becomes  of  the  grand  theory 
advanced  by  the  last  speaker  that  the  only 
motive  power  of  industry  is  selfishness. 
As  far  as  I  understand,  if  there  be  any- 
thing at  the  toot  of  the  Labour  Party,  'it 
is  a  desire  to  inculcate  unselfishness.  They 
may  be  right  or  they  may  be  wrong,  but  to 
say  that  these  men,  who  are  as  twnorable 
as  the  Prime  Minister  himself — although 
thev  have  not  the  title  of  "right"  before 
their  names — are  simpiy  working  for  selfish 
ends,  is  a  grotesque  parody  upon  veracity. 

Sir  John  Foskest. — He  did  not  mean  it 
peracKially. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— Then  what  does  his 
statement  mean?  I  have  known  clever 
twisters  of  phrases,  but  I  have  never  met 
the  equal  of  the  Prime  Minister  in  that 
respect. 

An  Honorable  Member. — He  is  a  per- 
fect wriggler. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— The  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta  declared  just  now  that  it 
was  characteristic  of  the  Prime  Minister  to 
put  the  best  construction  upon  everything 
that  everybody  else  did.  It  was  for  that 
reason,  I  suppose,  that  he  spoke  of  the 
members  of  the  late  Administration  as  work- 
ing for  "  another  day's  pay,"  as  being  "poli- 
tical puppets  " — which  means  that  they  can 
be  pulled  in  any  way  the  strings  may  be 
pulled — and  as  "  an  arrogant  minority  work- 
ing for  selfish  ends."  The  Prime  Minister, 
for  the  purposes  of  this  debate,  and  of  ob- 
taining the  vote  of  the  most  reactionary 
party  in  Australia,  has  accused  the  Labour 
Party  and  the  late  Government  of  being 
Socialists. 

Mr.  Mauger.— What  is  that? 

Mr.  HIGGINS.  May  I  say  that  it 
scarcely  lies  in  the  mouth  of  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  to  abuse  this  thing  called 
Socialism  ?  I  have  never  gone  so  far  in 
my  expressions  in  regard  to  Socialism  as 
he  has.     What  did  he  say  recently  ? 

Uy  quarrel  ii  not  with  the  theory  of  Socialism. 
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Let  honorable  members  r^ect  upon  the 

meaning  of  those  words.  The  Prime  Mini- 
ster acted  as  chairman  of  a  meeting  at  the 
Athenseum  Hall  at  which  Mr.  Max  Hirsch 
delivered  a  lecture.  In  the  course  of  his 
remarks  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
said — 

He  admitted  that  there  were  aocialistic  tbin^i 
which  were  among  the  best  things  in  Australia 
to-day.   Such  were  their  post  and  telegraph  offices 

and  railways. 

I  suppose  that  the  control  of  these  Depart- 
ments b^  the  State  will  be  admitted  to  be 
socialistic  in  character  by  all  honorable 
members  save  the  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta.  The  Prime  Minister  affirms 
that  his  quarrel  is  not  with  the  theory  of 
Socialism.  That  means  that  he  is  opoi  to 
be  OHivinoed  as  to  this  ot  that  method  of 
improving  the  condition  of  the  people  by 
means  of  State  initiative.  The  statement 
that  he  has  no  quarrel  with  the  theory  of 
Socialism  was  made  in  one  of  those 
speeches  in  which  the  right  honor- 
able member  has  sought  so  unfairly 
to  reflect  upon  the  Labour  Party  and 
its  friends,  and  to  gather  round  lum- 
setf  certain  anti- progressive  sympathies.  I 
trust  that  he  will  be  fixed  to  it.  It  is  very 
hard  to  pin  him  down  to  anything,  but  at 
least  let  us  fix  him  to  that  assertion.  Very 
few  of  us  have  g(me  so  far  as  he  did  in 
making  it.  The  right  honorable  gentle- 
man went  on  to  say  at  this  meeting  that — 

He  was  open  to  be  convinced  as  to  this  or  that 
method  of  improving  the  condition  of  the  people 
by  means  of  State  initiative. 

Let  us  compare  the  two  statements — that 
he  has  no  quarrel  with  the  theory  of  So- 
cialism and  that  he  is  open  to  conviction. 
Open  to  conviction  by  what  or  by  whom? 
Does  he  mean  that  he  is  open  to  conviction 
by  votes  or  by  reason  ?  If  he  means  that 
he  is  open  to  conviction  by  the  number  of 
votes  he  can  obtain,  I  have  only  to  say  that 
a  person  who  can  employ  language  of  that 
sort  is  the  most  dangerous  kind  of  poli- 
tician that  Australia  could  have.  He  went 
on  to  say,  in  answer  to  the  ouestion,  "  Why 
don't  you  join  the  Labour  Partv  ?  "  that — 

He  wanted  to  be  satisfied,  in  each  case,  that 
the  change  proposed  would  be  a  good  one. 

I  have  never  known  even  the  most  extreme 
member  of  the  Labour  Party—and  I  have 
watched  their  doings  very  closely  for  a  long 
time — to  go  further  than  that.  The  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  is  open  to  be  cemviiKed, 
but  he  desires  to  be  convinced  that  in  each 
case  the  change  proposed  would  be  a  good 
one.  Although  in  this  speech  he  pro- 
i£r.  Higgins. 


nounced  so  stnxigly  in  favour  of  Sodalism, 
the  whole  tenor  of  his  attack — and  it  was  a 
bitter  attack— <xi  the  Labour  Party  last 
night  was  that  the  members  of  it  were 
socialistic.  In  which  speech  was  he  really 
giving  us  his  mindP  Is  the  right  bcmoi- 
able  gentleman  a  Doctor  Jekyll  and-  a  Mr. 
Hyde  ?  Has  he  two  personalities,  so  that 
wh«i  speaking  in  the  Atheimmi  he  is  social- 
istic, and  when  speaking  in  this  Chamber,  in 
an  attack  on  the  Labour  Party,  he  is  anti- 
socialistic  ?  He  says  that  Socialism  means 
the— 

Destruction  of  private  enterprise,  destruction  of 

individual  liberty. 

He  said  himself  that  he  approved  of  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  being  ad- 
ministered by  the  State^  and  also  of  the 
railways  being  administered  by  the  State, 
and  he  admits  that  they  are  socialistic 
enterprises. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — He  also  said  that  the  Rail- 
way Commissioners  were  emblematic  of  in- 
dividualism. 

Mr.  HIGGINS. — I  am  not  going  tomen- 
ticm  everything  that  the  right  honorable 
gentlonan  has  said.  It  is  difficult  to  pin 
him  down  to  anything  in  particular,  but  here 
we  have  a  clear  statement  made  by  him. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — He  said  that  the  railways 
should  be  conducted  by  Railway  Commis- 
sioners OR  business  lines. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— I  am  not  going  to  be 
diverted  by  the  honorable  member  from  the 
point  with  which  I  am  dealing.  The  Prime 
Minister  approves  of  the  railways  and  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  being 
administered  by  the  State,  and  admits 
that  they  are  socialistic  enterprises.  Xot^ 
withstanding  this  admission,  he  con- 
demned Socialism  as  bang  destructive  of 
private  enterprise,  and  destructive  of  indi- 
vidual liberty.  If  he  meant  destruc- 
tive of  private  enterprise,  so  far  as 
private  enterprise  is  injurious  to  the  public. 
I  should  be  socialistic;  if  he  meant 
destructive  of  indaWdual  liberty,  so  far  as 
individual  liberty  means  anarchy  or  injury 
to  the  public  interest  I,  too,  should  be  social- 
istic. But  what  is  the  use  of  this  mere  phras- 
ing ?  Not  only  is  the  leader  of  the  Govern- 
ment socialistic  in  principle  acrording  to  his 
own  statement,  but  I  have  heard  the  Minister 
of  Defence  say,  in  this  Chamber,  "  I  am  a 
collectivist,  sir," 

Mr.  MoCav.— I  know  what  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  is  referring  to,  but  be 
is  not  quite  Offrect 
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Mr.  HIGGINS.— I  am  rare  that  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  will  not  contra- 
dict my  statement. 

Mr.  McCay. — It  is  not  quite  accurate. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— I  was  sitting  on  the 
same  boKh  as  the  tuxiorable  and  learned 
member  cm  the  occasion  in  question,  and  was 
startled  to  hear  him  say,  "  I  am  a  collec- 
tivist,  sir."  I  have  never  known  him  pub- 
licly to  renounce  that  principle.  The  main 
diflference  that  I  have  been  able  to  dis- 
cover between  the  Prime  Minister  and  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  is  that  when  the 
latter  is  beaten  upcxi  a  proposal  he  continues 
to  fight  on  upon  the  same  lines  to  attain 
his  object ;  but  when  the  Prime  Mini- 
ster is  beaten  he  takes  up  the  proposals  of 
the  other  side  and  fights  for  them. 
us  take,  for  instance,  the  insertion  of  the 
provisi(Hi  in  the  oversea  mail  contracts  that 
the  steamers  engaged  in  the  service  shall 
employ  only  white  labour.  Let  us  also 
take  the  matter  of  the  six  hatters  and  the 
fiscal  issue.  If  there  was  anything  which 
characterized  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man's utterances  before  the  elections  it  was 
his  aversion  from  protection,  his  hatied  of 
the  clause  in  the  mail  contracts  providing 
i<x  the  employment  of  only  white  labour, 
and  his  hatred  also  of  the  prohibition  against 
the  introduction  of  contract  labour  into 
Australia.  According  to  the  Argus  of  loth 
December  last^  he  said  that — 

He  was  not  going  to  have  any  fiscal  peace  until 
he  had  palled  down  the  present  high  duties. 

He  now  whines  for  fiscal  peace.  Then, 
again,  on  X4th  December  last,  he  spoke 
against  the  provisira  for  the  emplc^ment 
of  only  white  labour  on  mail  steamers  and 
against  the  way  in  which  the  six  hatters 
had  been  treated.  I  particularly  desire  to 
support  this  motini,  in  order  to  relieve  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  from  a  very  pain- 
ful position.  He  is  expected,  as  Minister 
of  External  AH'airs,  to  carry  out  a  law  of 
which  he  disapproves.  I  do  not  think  that 
it  is  fair  to  place  him  in  such  a  position ; 
bis  omacience  is  too  tender  to  let  him 
rightly  administer  that  law.  I  listened 
to-day  to  the  explanation  which  he  made 
with  a  show  of  mudi  indignaticxi,  and  the 
sum  and  sid»tance  of  it  was,  "  I  did  not 
carry  out  the  law  with  regard  to  the  six 
potters ;  it  was  carried  out  by 
the  late  Minister  of  Ehtemal  Affairs." 
If  he  did  not  carry  out  the  law  he  ought 
to  have  done,  and  he  must  do  it.  And  it 
is  because  we  do  not  trust  the  right  luxwr- 
able  gentleman  to  act  agaSnst  his  ccmsdence 


in  this  matter  that  we!  want  to  remove  him 
from  <^oe.  I  was  very  careful  to  ask  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  i»i  the  3rd  Sep- 
tember a  question  as  to  wha't  he  would  do  in 
a  case  tikei  that  of  the  six  hatters,  and  he 
said  explicitly — 

If  I  have  the  power  to  alter  the  Act  in  a  cer- 

tain  direction — 

Of  course  he  was  referring  to  the  ccmtract 
provision — 

I  will  do  ao  the  moment  I  discover  the  fact. 

The  point  is  this :  Are  we  safe  in  allowing 
a  man  to  administer  the  Immigration  Re- 
striction Act  against  his  own  conscience? 

Sir  John  Fokkest.— 'He  said  last  night 
that  he  was  not  against  the  law  at  all. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— I  say  that  he  is  against 
the  section  with  regard  to  contract  labour. 

Mr.  McLean. — Does  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  think  it  is  sa¥e  to  trust  a 
free-trader  to  administer  protectionist  doc- 
trines in  the  Customs  Department  ? 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— I  shall  leave  that  ques- 
tion to  be  answered  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber, who  put  a  similar  question  with  regard 
to  the  present  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms.   I  aay  also  that  it  is  not  right  to 
allow  a  Ministry  to  hold  office  who  deliber- 
ately  permitted   an   ill-framed    and  ill- 
drafted  clause  to  remain  in  a  Bill  when  con- 
ducting the  business  of  the  House.    I  refer 
of  course  to  clause  48  of  the  Ctmciliation 
and  Arbitrati<Hi  Bill.    The  present  Minis- 
try will  go  down  to  posterity  as  "the  short- 
lived clause  48  Ministry."    The  whole  of 
their  policy  is  a  proviso  to  clause  48.  They 
got  into  office  by  refusing  to  allow  that 
clause  to  be  recommitted  so  as  to  be  amended. 
It  is  admitted   by   the   honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat,  who  is  noth- 
ing if  he  is  not  frank,  that  that  proviso 
is  ill-drafted  and  difficult  of  interpreta- 
tion.   That    statement    is    COTitained  in 
Hansard  of  the  12th  August,  page  4233. 
Although  the  h<Hiorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber admitted  that  the  clause  was  likely  to 
lead  to  difficulties  of  interpretation,  he 
would  not  allow  it  to  be  brought  into  Com- 
mittee to  be  amended. 

Mr.  Watkxns. — ^The  Prime  Minister  said 
the  same. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— That  was  the  question 
upon  which  the  recent  crisis  occurred.  I 
cannot  understand  why  any  honorable 
member  should  have  refused  to  allow  the 
clause  to  be  recommitted  so  as  to  improve 
it  unless  there  was  some  other  reascm.  The 
only  reason  for  refusing  to  recommit  the 
clause  was  in  order  to  put  out  die  Ministry. 


Digftjzed  by  Google 


4798  dicUon  of  Want    [REPRESENTATIVES.]    of  Confidtiue. 


Mr.  WiLKS. — ^The  late  Prime  Minister 
said  that  the  clause  as  proposed  to  be 
amended  was  exactly  the  same  as  the  clause 
as  it  previously  stood. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— Yes,  but  the  Com- 
mittee were  not  bound  to  adopt  the  amend- 
ment tabled  by  the  Government.  That 
amendment  might  never  have  been  moved. 
The  point  is  that  there  was  admittediy  a 
faulty  clause,  which  ought  to  have  gone  bade 
into  Committee  so  as  to  be  amended.  Bat 
honorable  members  opposite  were  afraid  to 
do  that,  because— I  say  it  with  ajl  respect 
— they  knew  that  if  that  were  done  they 
could  not  get  the  vote  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Dalley,  Not  only  that,  but 
the  honorable  member  for  Moira,  who  is  a 
man  of  practical  experience,  and  knows 
how  these  provisions  would  apply,  say, 
amongst  shearers  and  others,  spoke  with 
great  thought  and  care  upon  the  amend- 
ment of  the  present  Minister  of  Defence. 
He  said,  as  reported  on  page  2640  of  Han- 
sard, that  he  had  looked  into  the  amend- 
ment and  thought  it  was  unworkable. 

Mr.  Kennedy.  —  I  said  that  I  had  not 
looked  into  it. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— No;  with  all  respect, 
the  honorable  member  said  this : — 

I  have  said  that  I  have  not  studied  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  honorable  and  learned  mcm- 
ber  for  Corinetla,  but,  from  what  I  have  Beard 
of  it  would  be  open  to  objection,  inumnch  as 
it  would  make  it  accessary  to  obtain  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  of  the  workers  in  any  particuWr 
industry. 

So  far  as  the  matter  was  vital  the  honorable 
member  perfectly  understood  the  proposal. 
He  understood  that  it  would  mean  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  ascertain  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  of  the  workers  in  any  par- 
ticular industry;  but  he  said — 

If  people  are  compelled  to  go  beyond  that  to 
find  out  the  absolute  numbct  of  workers  in  any 
particular  industry  that  they  may  be  able  to  prove 
to  the  Court  that  tbey  have  a  majority  of  those 
employed  in  the  industry  behind  them,  their  task 
would  appear  to  be  an  almost  impossible  one. 

That  is  just  what  we  have  said  right  through, 
[i  is  because  we  felt  that  the  task  would  be 
impossible,  and  that  the  proviso  would  ren- 
der the  Bill  a  sham,  that  we  said  that  we 
would  insist  upon  taking  it  back  into  Com- 
mittee. The  point  with  regard  to  Ministers 
—and  it  has  been  put  in  various  forms — 
Is  that  they  have  no  common  principle.  We 
sometimes  hear  of  a  rope  of  sand.  I  cannot 
ind  even  a  rope  of  sand  in  the  case  of  the 
'honorable  gentlemen  .upon  the  Treasury 
bench. 

Mr.  Tudor. — They  have  no  prinriples. 


Mr  HIGGINS.— I  will  not  say  that  Ukv 

have  no  principles,  but  they  have  no  distinc- 
tive principle.  They  have  splendid  prin- 
ciples—especially the  Prime  Minister — only 
their  principles  are  upon  opposite  sides,  and 
are  exerted  upon  opposite  occasions.  There 
has  been  a  great  deal  of  talk  with  regard 
to  fiscal  peace.  The  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat,  in  speaking  to  the 
electors  as  Prime  Minister,  put  before  tbem 
very  distinctly  the  policy  of  fiscal  peace  and 
preferential  trade  for  a  White  Australii. 
The  Prime  Minister  complains  that  be  is  not 
allowed  to  get  fiscal  peace.  What  right 
has  he  to  ccMnplain  ?  He  was  against  fiscal 
peace.  He  only  begins  to  complain  that  he 
has  not  got  fiscal  peace  when  he  finds  that 
he  is  beaten.  What  happened,  so  far  as  I 
understand  ft,  was  this :  That  the  honorable 
and  learned  niember  for  Ballarat  put  before 
the  people  of  Australia  the  policy  of  fiscal 
peace.  The  Prime  Minister  said,  "  Let  us 
have  no  fiscal  peace;  let  us  fig^t."  There- 
fore, imfortunately  for  the  repose  of  this 
Hoiue*  and  for  its  dunce  of  doing  good 
work,  we  had  to  look  to  a  leviral  of  the 
Tariff  question.  A  number  of  members 
were  elected  in  New  South  Wales  tipcm 
issues  quite  different  frtxn  those  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  rest  of  Australia.  The  country 
being,  rightly  or  wrongly,  mainly  protec- 
tionist, sent  to  Parliament  a  majority  of  pro- 
tectionists. Then  when  the  Prime  Minister 
found  that  there  was  a  danger  of  the  Tariff 
being  disturbed  from  the  piDtectioaist  side 
he  said,  "I^et  us  have  fiscal  peace." 

Mr.  McLelan. — A  great  many  of  the  fiscal 
peace  advocates  were  free-traders. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— That  is  not  so  in  the 
case  of  Victoria,  but  in  the  case  of  New 
South  Wales  the  vast  bulk  of  the  membm 

elected  were  against  fiscal  peace,  and  for 
what  is  called  free-trade,  but  what  is  really 
anti-protection.  The  position  reminds  me 
of  nothing  so  much  as  of  a  little  boy  flidung 
a  big  boy  with  a  whip.  When  the  big  boy 
asks  for  peace  and  does  not  get  it,  he  takes 
the  whip  and  uses  it  Then  the  small 
boy  begins  to  whine  for  peac& 
So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  do  not  feel 
in  any  way  bound  to  leave  the  Tariff  as 
it  stands.  If  I  find  that  injury  is  bein;; 
done  to  anv  industry  by  the  Tariff,  I 
feel  perfectly  free  to  act  in  the  direc- 
tiOT  which  shall  se«n  best  for  that  rndustri-. 
I  am  decidedly  in  favour  of  fiscal  peace ;  but 
the  difficulty  is  that  the  other  side  would 
not  give  fiscal  peace.  The  country  had  to 
send  protectionists  into  this  Parliament,  and 
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that  having  been  done,  the  House  is  in  a 
most  disordered  state  in  this  respect.  So  far 
as  I  am  amcemed,  I  am  perfectly  free.  If 
a  man  will  not  accept  a  compromise,  I  am 
in  no  way  bound  by  it-  In  conclusion,  I 
may  say  that  I  do  not  like  these  crisis  de- 
bates ;  but  one  of  the  great  objects  I  have 
in  voting  for  the  moticai  is  to  get  a  disso- 
lution. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Hraorabie  members  over 
there  seem  very  "  struck  "  on  dissolutions. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— I  am  afraid  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Dalley  will  have  to 
look  forward  to  a  very  early  and  peaceful 
dissolution,  so  far  as  regards  his  politics. 
The  three  parties  in  this  House  are  nearly 
even,  and  there  is  a  most  unstable  equili- 
brium. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley.— There  are  hve 

parties. 

Mr.    HIGGINS.— If    this  Parliament 
lasts  much  kxiger  we  shall  have  five  or  six 
parties.    The  htnorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat,  in  his  speech  made  early 
this  year,  said  that  the  system  of  three  pai- 
ties  would  not  do;  but  I  «ntur«  to  say, 
with  all  kindness  and  respect,  that  if  he 
had  chosen  to  accept  the  position  as  it  was, 
we  could  have  got  on  very  well.  He 
could  have  contiimed  to  lead  the  Govern- 
ment,! witii  the  support  of  a  amsistent 
and  powerful  body  in  the  Cwner.  The 
honOTable  and  learned  member  will,  I  think, 
bear  me  out  in  the  statement  that  I  depre- 
cated his  making  the  question  of  the  inclu- 
sion of  the  public  servants  in  the  Conciiia- 
ticMi  and  Arbitration  Bill  a  vital  one.  I 
may    be    wrong,    but    I    think  that 
from    his   point   of    view    he    was  of 
opinion  that*  the  clause,  if  inserted,  would 
be  invalid.  But  if  so^  vhat  harm  could  thercj 
be  ?   Why  should  the  clause  not  have  been 
left  in  the  Bill?   At  all  events,  the  posi- 
tion is  as  we  find  it.    The  honorable  and 
learned  member  has  been  in  this  Parliament 
the  King-maker — King-maker  DCakin.  He 
was  able  to  oust  the  late  Government,  and 
he  is  able  to  oust  this  Government  by  throw- 
ing his  weight  in  the  scale.    There  arcf  no 
prophets  so  successful  as  those  who  can 
bring  about  the  fulfilment  of  their  own  pro- 
phesies— those  who  arrange  the  inevitable ; 
and  if  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
adopts  the  principle  for  the  rest  of  this 
Parliament  of  always  voting  against  the!  Go- 
vernment in  a  crisis,  he  can  show  that  his 
prophesies  are  ri^t.     But  although  the 
hofwable  and  learned  mrasber  had  not  a 
majcMity  o£  absdute  followers  from  the 


beginning  of  this  Parliamoit,  there  were  a 
number  of  men  who  would  have  asnsted 
him  in  any  reasonable  progressive  measuiea. 
For  my  part  I  feel  that  the  hcmorable  and 
learned  member  has  the  root  in  him — ^that 
he  has  good,  progressive  principles,  and  has 
always  been  a  friend  of  progressive  legis- 
lation. As  one  who  has  fcdlowed  him  cm 
previous  occasions,  I  should  be  only  too 
happy  to  sc^  him  leading,  as  be  ought  to 
lead,  a  really  pn^essive  Ministry.  I  de- 
sire, so  far  as  I  can,  to  have  parties  re- 
arranged into  the  progressive  party  and  the 
retrogressive  party — into  the  party  who 
want  to  obtain  good  ccmditions  of  life  for  all 
— not  merelv  for  the  workers — and  the  pany 
who  are  at  the  [oesent  time  timid  with  re- 
gard to  State  interference.  The  only  thing 
now  is  for  the  electors  to  determine  whom 
they  will  have.  Let  us  get  a  good,  healthy 
whiff  from  the  country  over  this  HoiKe  of 
ours ;  we  want  fresh  air  in  several  respects, 
but  in  nothing  so  much  as  in  our  proceed- 
ings. What  amazes  me  is  that  in  the  very 
first  speech  the  present  Prime  Minister 
made  after  taking  office,  he  admitted  tha't 
a  speedy  dissolution  was  imperative — that 
the  House  could  not  be  carried  on  without 
a  dissolution.  The  only  excuse  for  his 
taking  office  was  that  he  could  carrv  an  the 
business  of  the  country  with  this 'House; 
yet  at  the  very  first  chance,  when  he  met 
the  House,  he  said  that  the  business  could 
not  be  carried  on  unless  there  was  an  appeal 
to  the  people: 

Mr.  DtTOALD  Thomson. — That  was 
under  certain  conditions. 

Mr.  Watson. — Unless  at  the  mercy  of 
the  Oppositicm,  he  could  not  carry  on— 
that  was  Ihe  Prime  Minister's  statement. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— Most  honorable  mem- 
bers, I  think,  have  crane  to  the  conclusion 
that  there  must  be  a  dissolution  very  socm, 
and  the  Prime  Minister,  in  all  fairness, 
ought  to  hand  over  the  responsibilities  of 
oflfce  before  the  dissolution  takes  place. 
The  right  honorable  gentleman  obtained 
office  on  the  representation  that  he  could 
carry  on  in  the  present  House,  and  he  has 
no  right  to  get  a  dissolution  and  hold 
office,  and  "  call  the  tune  "  to  the  countrv. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— The  late  Govern- 
ment held  office  without  a  majority. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.— We  had  a  majority  on 
the  issue  on  which  we  got  in. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  late  Govern- 
ment never  had  a  majority. 

Mr.  HIGGINS.—We  had  a  majority 
on  the  issue  on  which  we  got  office:  What 
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I  say  is  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  present 
Prime  Minister,  who  got  c^u»  on  the  dis- 
tinct representation  that  he  was  able  to 
carry  on  in  the  present  House,  to  put  this 
House  into  the  same  positi<ni  as  it  was  in 
before  he  took  the  responsibilities  of  ofiice, 
and  let  the  new  Ministry  say  whether  or 
not  there  shall  be  a  dissolution. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Who  will  be  tlie 
new  Jlinistrv  ? 

Mr.  HIGGlNS.— The  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan  is,  I  think,  hardly  inter- 
jecting fairly.  I  have  not  the  responsi- 
bility of  saying  who  shall  be  the  new  Minis- 
try ;  and  the  right  honorable  member,  with 
his  ten  years'  experience  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia! ought  to  remember  that  it  was  not 
for  him  to  say.  nominally,  who  were  to  be 
the  Ministry  in  that  State.  I  only  say 
that  we  should  have  a  dissolution  soon,  so 
that  the  country  may  determine  whether 
we  are  to  have  a  sham  Arbitration  Bill  or 
a  real  Arbitration  Bill,  and  whether  we 
are  to  have  a  sham  White  Australia  or  a 
real  White  Australia? 

Mr.  ROBINSON  (Wannon).— I  am  as 
glad  as  is  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Northern  Melbourne  that  this  mo- 
tion has  been  tabled.  I  think  it  will  do 
much  to  declare  the  positicm  of  par- 
ties, and  clear  the  political  atmosphere.  I 
also  agree  with  the  late  Prime  Minister,  the 
honorable  member  for  Bland,  that  the  issue 
which  will  be  put  before  the  electors  is  a 
clear-cut  issue.  If  I  may  be  permitted  to 
give  my  statement  of  that  issue,  I  will  say 
that,  on  the  political  side,  it  is  a  question 
of  free  versus  machine  politics. 

Mr.  Thomas.— I  think  we  have  heard 
that  before. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— No  doubt ;  and  when 
the  honorable  member  has  heard  it  a  thou- 
sand times  possibly  he  may  understand  it. 
On  the  industrial  side,  it  will  be  a  question 
of  enterprise  and  progress  vmw  a  Co- 
operative CwnnKMiwealth  or  Sodalism. 
The  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Northern  Melbourne  has  told  us  that  he  be- 
lieves the  motion  will  result  in  a  dissolution. 
I  think  it  highly  probable  that  it  will,  and 
I,  personally,  intend  to  act  upwi  that  as- 
sumption. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS.  —  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  had  better  do  so. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— For  the  socialistic 
party  with  which  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Northern  Melbourne  is  now 
allied,  I  should  say  that  no  time  could  be 
better  chosen  for  the  attack  which  has  been 
made.    The  members  of  that  party  know' 


full  well  that  an  election,  IiUe  in  November 
or  early  in  December,  means  the  disfiao- 
chisement  of  thousands  of  farmers  in  the 
State  of  Victojia  and  in  the  southern  pait  of 
New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Frazer. — ^This  is  a  sectHid  editira 
of  the  Argus. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  know  from  per- 
sonal experience,  gained  in  the  last  electiOT. 
that  many  farmers  and   their  wives  were 
then  unable  to  record  their  votes  be- 
cause   they    could   not    get   away   frwn  i 
their    work    at    a    time    when^  after 
passing  through  seven  lean  years,  they  hid 
a  good  crop  to  gamer.     Honorable  mem- 
bers who  arei  acquainted  with  farming  dis- 
tricts will  know  that  that  statement  is  cor- 
rect, and  that  an  electi<xi  at  that  time  of 
the  year  must  invdve  the  disfranchisement 
of  many  fanners.      Nevertheless,  I  hopt 
that  the  producers  will  respond  to  the  call 
on  them,  and  will  do  their  duty  and  record 
their  votes,  even  though  it  should  meai^  as 
I  am  sure  it  will,  personal  loss  and  incon. 
venience  to  them.    The  members  of  the  late 
Government  have  formulated    this  attack 
upon  the  present  Primd  Minister  and  bis 
Government,  and,  so  far,  the  "  ragged  la- 
ment "  in  the  Oppositim  cwner  has  not  vet  | 
expressed  its  views.  We  are  still  waiting  for  1 
an  expression  of  the  views  of  the  comer  ' 
party,  which  by  interjection  we  have  been  ! 
told   has   formed   an  alliance  with  the  I 
L.ibour  Party  on  a  sound  protectionist  basis. 
I  believe  that  before  this  debate  concludes 
it  will  be  seen  that  whatever  alliance  has 
been  formed,  it  is  not  quite  correct  to  say 
that  it  is  on  a  sound  protectionist  basis.  The 
honorable  member  for  Bland  made  a  gentle  j 
but  rather  feeble  attack  upon  the  presoit  1 
Ministry.    He  was  followed  by  the  honor-  I 
able  and  learned  member  fcnr  West  Sydney,  1 
in  an  attack  which  was  as  venomous  and 
rancorous  as  the  attack  by  his  leader  was 
weak  and  ^Feeble.    I  am  glad  to  b»w 
that  thd  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
West  Sydney  did  not  go  unpunished ;  that 
while  he  has  made  three  bkter,  malicious 
speeches  in  this  House,    directed  mainly 
against  the  Prime  Minister,  from  whan  he 
has  received  many  a  favour,  the  hoooraUe 
member  for  Parramatta  dressed  the  hona- 
able  gentleman  down  to-day  in  a  manner 
which   I   should  think  has  been  lareh 
equalled     in     any     Parliament.  After 
the  exposure  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
members  tactics  and  practices,  and  after 
the  ocplanation  of  the  Prime  Minister  to-day, 
I  think  there  will  be  a  great  many  members 
of  this  House  who  in  futnre  will  leqtnie 
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proof  by  affidavit  of  any  statement  which 

the  honorable  and  learned  member  may 
see  fit  to  make.  While  I  say  this, 
I  must  admit  that  the  late  Government 
took  office  in  a  dignified  and  quiet  manner. 
Nothing  in  their  life  became  them  so  well 
as  their  assumptiw  of  office.  They  as- 
sumed office  without  any  imnecessary  boast- 
ing, and  in  a  courteous  and  dignified  fash- 
ion. But  their  manner  of  leaving  (^ce  was 
very  much  the  reverse.  Although  my  ac- 
quaintance with  politics  has  been  remark- 
ably short,  I  have  had  the  privile^,  if  it 
can  be  called  a  privilege,  of  seeing  four 
Governments  go  to  their  doom,  but  I  have 
never  yet  seen  a  Government  go  out  of 
office  with  so  much  squealing  and  howling  as 
we  have  heard  frwn  the  late  Labour  Govern- 
ment. The  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Ballarat,  I  think,  simimed  up  the  posi- 
tion to  a  nicety  when  he  declared  that  the 
late  Ministers  were  like  a  lot  of  little  boys 
who  were  hauled  out  of  a  tart-shop  before 
they  were  quite  full. 

Mr.  Mauger.  —  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  think  that  was  a 
very  happy  expression,  because  a  more  tm- 
dignified  exhibition  of  puling  and  weeping 
over  the  loss  of  office  I  never  witnessed,  nor 
I  think  did  any  other  honorable  member. 
What  is  the  principle  upon  which  the  late 
Government  were  defeated?  We  were 
told  that  it  was  upon  a  question  of  prin- 
ciple— the  question  of  preference  to  union- 
ists. The  actual  facts  of  the  case  must  not  be 
forgotten,  and  as  we  are  told  that  a  dissolu- 
ticm  is  impending,  I  trust  I  may  be  permitted 
to  restate  them.  I  was  one  of  those  whoop- 
posed  preference  to  unionists  in  any  shape 
or  form.  I  did  so  because  I  believed 
then,  as  I  believe  now,  that  it  is  wicked  and 
immoral  to  give  the  stronger  a  preference 
over  the  weaker,  which  is  what  the  proposed 
provision  for  preference  to  unionists  would 
do. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Na 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— Why  did  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bourke,  who  now  inter- 
jects, change  his  vote, on  that  question? 

Mr.  HuHE  Cook.— I  did  not  change  my 
vote. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber changed  his  vote.  He  voted,  in  the 
first  instance,  for  the  amendment  moved  by 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Co- 
rinella.  And  he  then  went  back  upon  it 
without  a  word  of  explanation. 


Mr.  Hume  Cook. — I  did  not  change  my 
vote.  Why  does  not  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  correct  that  statement  ? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— The  statement  is 
absolutely  correct,  and  the  honorable  mem- 
ber knows  it.  The  amendment  then 
moved  by  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella  was  intended  to  as- 
sure the  country  that  preference  should  be 
granted  only  to  organizations  which  com- 
prised the  majority  employed  in  a  particular 
trade. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — I  did  not  change  my 
vote  on  that  either. 

Mr.  ROBINSON— That  was  a  distinctly 
democratic  proposal,  because  it  provided  for 
majority  rule.  It  is  a  proposal  which  the 
present  leader  of  the  Opposition  has  prac- 
tically indorsed,  for,  if  honorable  members 
will  refer  to  the  honorable  gentleman's 
speeches  upon  the  question,  they  will  find 
on  page  4046  of  Hansardt  that  he  is  re- 
ported to  have  said — 

The  Government  do  not  desire  that  preference 
shall  be  granted  to  minorities. 

And  on  page  4047  be  is  reported  to  have 
said — 

So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  the 
New  South  Wales  Court  baa  never  granted  pref  et* 
ence  to  a  union  which  did  not  appear  to  nave  a 
majority  within  the  district  to  which  it  wai  tb 
apply. 

That  shows  how  little  attention  the  honor- 
able gentleman  could  have  paid  to  the 
doings  of  the  New  South  Wales  Arbitra- 
ticm  Court,  because  nothing  could  be  further 
from  the  facts.  I  have  before  me  a  series 
of  letters  which  have  appeared  in  the  Syd- 
ney Daily  Telegraphy  forming  a  correspon- 
dence between  certain  writers,  including 
Mr.  George  S.  Beeby.  Mr.  George  S.  Beeby 
is  a  barrister  of  Sydney,  who  has  been  em- 
ployed by  the  trade  unions,  and  has  ap- 
peared in  more  arbitration  cases  than  all 
the  other  solicitors  and  barristers  put  to- 
gether. He  almost  invariably  acts  for  the 
trade  unions  in  cases  before  the  Arbitra- 
tion Court,  and  in  a  letter  he  says  — 

Oq  looking  through  the  records  as  closely  as 
time  will  permit,  I  find  that  in  no  case  has  pref- 
erence be«i  refused. 

There  is,  therefore,  not  a  single  case  on 
record  in  New  South  Wales  in  which  it 
can  be  shown'  that  preference  has  been  re- 
fused. Four  instances  are  referred  to  in 
the  correspcxidence  in  which  preference  was 
given  to  distinct  minorities  in  a  trade.  In  the 
case  of  the  Painters  and  Decorators  Associa- 
tion it  was  ^own  that  the  total  number  of 
painters  on  the  books  of  the  Association 
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was  356,  of  which  number  87  were  un- 
financial,  leaving  269  financial  unionists- 
The  number  of  men  in  the  trade,  as  stated 
by  the  president  of  the  Painters  Associa- 
tion wa?  1,200.  That  was  the  case  in  which 
one-fourth  of  the  anploy^s  were  given  a 
preference  over  the  majority  engaged  in 
the  trade.  Then  there  was  the  case  which 
I  have  quoted  in  this  HcHise  before,  of  the 
Saddlers*  onplc^^  where  it  was  shown  that 
there  were  forty  financial  members  in  the 
union  out  of  a  total  of  from  1,200  to  1,600 
employed  in  the  trade,  and  these  forty  were 
given  preference  over  the  great  bulk  of  the 
employes  in  the  trade. 

Mr.  Reid. — That  is  the  sort  of  democracy 
honorable  members  opposite  are  fighting  for. 

Mr.  ROBIN'SON.— That  is  the  sort  of 
democracy  they  desire,  and  would  Hke  to 
see  brought  about.  When  the  honorable 
member  for  Bland  stated  that  the  New 
South  Wales  Court  only  gave  preference  to 
a  maiority,  it  is  clear,  as  the  records  of  the 
Court  show,  that  he  was  absolutely  incor- 
rect. 

Mr.  Watkins. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member  would  not  trust  the  Court, 
then? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  desire  that  in  the 
Bill  itself  we  should  direct  the  Judge  to 
abide  by  majority  rule.  The  honorable 
member  is  not  prepared  to  abide  by  majcnity 
rule;  he  wishes  for  minority  rule  when  it 
favours  himself. 

Mr.  Watkins. — ^Why  do  we  not  put  that 
provision  in  every  law  ? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— The  honorable  mem 
ber  for  Bland  told  us  in  his  attack  upon 
the  Government  that  they  have  no  policy 
for  the  future.  He  said  that  they  had  a 
policy  prepared,  to  see  them  into  recess,  but 
that  they  have  no  policy  for  next  year  and 
for  the  future.  I  think  we  may  spend  a 
few  minutes  profitably  in  discussing  the 
policy  of  the  Labour  Party  for  next  year, 
and  their  socialistic  proposals  for  next^ses- 
sion.  I  think  it  will  be  of  the  greatest  in- 
terest to  the  whole  community,  and  par- 
ticularly to  that  section  of  the  community 
which  earns  its  living  on  the  soil.  In  the 
first  place,  the  honor&le  member  for  Bland 
att.icks  the  present  Prime  Minister  because 
that  right  honorable  gentleman  adopts  a 
conciliatory  attitude  towards  the  States. 
The  honorable  gentleman  claims  that  the 
Federal  Government  should  take  up  a  de- 
finite attitude,  and  go  through  with  their 
proposals,  whether  the  States  like  them  or 
not.     For  instance,  on  the  questicm  of  the 


appointment  of  a  High  C&mmiasiMier,  the 

I  honorable  gentleman  says  that  the  Federal 
I  Government  should  bring  in  their  measure, 
appoint  the  High  Commissicmer  straight 
away,  and  force  the  States  Governments  to 
retrench,  whether  it  suits  them  to  do  so  ix 
not.  The  honorable  gentleman  did  not  pro- 
pose to  consult  them  in  any  shape  at  ioia.. 
The  honorable  gentleman  said  that  his  Go- 
vernment would  bring  in  a  measure  to  pro- 
vide for  old-age  pensiois,  and  that  be 
would  not  consult  the  States  on  that  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  did  not  say  that. 
Mr.  ROBINSON.— The  honorable  gen- 
tleman need  not  be  in  a  hurry ;  I  have  his 
speech  before  me. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  did  not  say  that  we 
would  not  consult  the  States. 

Afr.  ROBINSON— The  honorable  genti^ 
man  said  that  his  Govotunent  intended  to 
introduce  a  measure  next  session  to  provide 
for  old-age  pensions,  whether  the  Suies 
liked  it  or  not.  He  said  that  the  Naviga- 
tion Bill  would  be  the  first  measure  intro- 
duced next  sessifMi  by  his  Government,  and 
that  then  an  Old-Age  Pensions  Bill  would 
be  introduced,  whether  the  States  liked  it 
or  not. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  is  right. 
Mr.  ROBINSON.— The  first  question 
with  which  we  are  confronted,  in  consider- 
ing a  provision  for  old-age  pensions,  is : 
Where  is  the  money  to  come  from?  It 
caiuiot  be  got  through  the  Customs,  be- 
cause, as  has  been  stated  orer  and  over 
again,  to  raise  j^i>5oo,ooo — ^which  I  thinl 
would  be  necessary*  to  provide  for  61d-a;;e 
pensicHis — _;^6, 000.000  would  have  to  be 
collected  through  the  Customs. 

Mr,  Tudor.— What  about  direct  taxa- 
tion? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  am  coming  to  that 
I  shall  not  leave  that  matter  untouched.  I 
can  assure  the  honorable  member.  The 
honorable  members  for  Barrier  and  Yana 
have  advocated  a  Federal  land  tax.  The 
honorable  member  for  Yarra  told  us  last 
night  that  he  would  levy  a  Federal  land 
tax  to  provide  the  money  for  old-age  pen- 
sions. 

Mr.    PoYNTON. — The    honorable  and 
learned  member  is  himself  a  single-taxer. 
Mr.  ROBINSON.— That  is  not  correct. 
Mr.  Tudor. — The  honcx^ble  and  learned 
member  was  at  one  time.   Has  he  changed 
his  coat? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— If  it  will  do  honor- 
able members  c^posite  any  good,  I  shall 
I  make  a  declaration  here  wfa'idi  I  have  made 
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elsewhere.  Having  been  brought  up,  as 
some  honorable  members  who  know  my  cir- 
cumstances are  aware,  in  a  rigid  protec- 
tionist atmosphere,  when  I  escaped  from 
that  atmosphere  I  naturally  went  to  the 
other  extreme.  With  years  of  discretion 
I  have  adopted  what  I  believe  to  be  a  more 
reasonable  and  moderate  course.  I  saw 
clearly  that,  under  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, the  Customs  must  be  the  source  of 
revenue  for  the  Federation,  and  that  direct 
taxation  must  be  left  to  the  States,  and  the 
Federal  Government  must  not  impinge 
upon  them  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  Tudor. — I  suppose  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  would  like  to  see  that 
in  the  ConstitutiotL 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  think  there  is  an 
implied  bargain  with  the  States  that  the 
Federal  Govemmrat  shall  restrict  itself  to 
indirect  taxation  from  Customs  and  Ezdse 
for  Federal  purposes.  If  ever  there  was 
any  implied  bargain  in  a  contract,  I  think 
that  bargain  H  impHed  ii£  tUc  Federal 
Constitution. 

Mr.  Tudor. — Nothing  of  the  kind. 

Mp.  ROBINSON.—There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  honorable  members  opposite  ad- 
^•ocate  Federal  direct  taxation.  They  de- 
sire that  there  should  be  a  Federal  land 
tax.  If  we  look  at  the  speeches  of  candi- 
dates of  the  Labour  Party  at  the  last  elec- 
licm,  we  shall  find  direct  and  definite  state- 
ments to  that  effect.  For  instance,  Sena- 
tes Findley,  who  was  one  of  the  four  labour 
candidates  for  the  Senate  at  the  last  elec- 
tion, said — 

The  time  had  gone  by  for  playing  with  the  land 
qacsticm.  What  they  wantea  was  a  Federal  land 
Ux. 

Mr.  Robert  Solly,  who  was  also  a  labour 
candidate  for  the  Senate  at  the  last  elec- 
tion, and  is  now  a  melmber  of  the  State  Par- 
liament of  Victoria,  said — 

They  wanted  to  tax  the  whole  of  the  land  in 
the  State.  The  Federal  elections  were  a  class 
fight,  and  the  Labour  Party  must  win,  and  must 
dominate  everything,  because  labour  produced 
cverythiag. 

Those  are  clear  and  definite  statements 
from  two  candidates  selected  by  the  labour 
organizations,  and  they  show  that  it  is  a 
part  of  their  policy  to  bring  about  Federal 
direct  taxation.  That  is  a  plank  in  the 
poliqr  of  the  Labour  Party  for  the  future. 
Will  it  serve  to  reconcile  the  producing  in- 
terests with  ^vemment  by  the  Labour 
Partv?  In  connexion  with  another  pro- 
posal which  has  been  foreshadowed  we  find 
the  same  desire  to  attack  the  States.  It 


is  proposed  in  the  first  place  to  override 
their  wishes  in  regard  to  the  appointment 
of  a  High  Commissioner.  It  is  proposed 
by  the  Labour  Party  to  take  away  one  of 
their  sources  of  revenue  from  direct  taxa- 
tion, and  in  connexion  with  the  pn^)osal 
for  a  monopoly  of  thtf  tobacco  industry  ex- 
actly ttie  same  eifect  is  intended.  Hon- 
orable  members  must  recollect  that  at  the 
present  time  three-fourths  of  the  rev^ue 
derived  from  Customs  and  Excise  on  tobacco 
is  returnable  to  the  States,  whilst  if  the 
tobacco  business  is  made  a  Federal  mono- 
poly, not  one  petmy  of  revenue  fnxn  this 
source  will  be  returnable  to  the  States.  The 
members  of  the  Labour  Parly,  therefore, 
propose  to  take  away  an  existing  source  of 
taxation  which  the  States  tjovenmients  haw 
in  respect  of  the  direct  taxation  of  land, 
and  they  also  propose  to  take  from  the 
States  GomnmAits  a  gimt  deal  of  the  re- 
venue which  they  at  present  receive  from 
indirect  taxation  in  the  shape  of  Customs 
and  Excise  duties  on  tobacca  I  should 
like  to  know  whether  the  tobacco  monopoly 
is  the  policy  of  the  alliance  on  the  other 
side.  We  were  told  that  it  was  going 
to  be  considered  in  a  few  months. 
The  honorable  member  fw  Bland 
told  us  that  his  Government  would 
introduce  a  measure  next  seraion  to 
take  over  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
tobacco  and  make  it  a  national  monopoly. 
I  ask  the  honorable  and  learned  membw  for 
Indi,  as  I  have  asked  him  before,  what  is 
his  attitude  upon  this  questicm?  What  is 
the  attitude  of  the  "  ragged  regiment ' '  upon 
it?  Is  the  fragment  of  the  Protectionist 
Party  which  is  jmned  to  the  Labour  Party 
going  to  swallow  the  proposal  for  a  national 
monopoly  in  this  or  in  any  other  trade?  It 
is  a  matter  upon  which  the  people  require 
and  deserve  enlightenment.  There  is  a 
great  deal  more  in  it  than  the  establishn^t 
of  a  national  industry-.  It  means  a  definite 
march  forward  on  the  road  to  Socialism. 
The  leader  of  the  Opposition  has  recently 
told  us  that  the  policy  of  his  party  was  one 
step  at  a  time.  They  are  going  to  mono- 
polize the  wholesale  trade  first,  and  the 
retail  trade  afterwards,  and  thus  gradually 
nationalize  all  industries.  We  therefore  de- 
sire to  know  whether  the  seceding  protec- 
tionists are  in  fa\*our  of  the  establishment 
of  a  Govenmient  monopoly  in  tobacco. 

Mr,  HtTME  Cook.— Is  not  irrigation  a 
step  on  the  road  to  agricultural  Swialism? 

Mr.  ROBIKSON.— I  shall  be  able  to 
show  the  honorable  member,  from  an  irre- 
futable source— the  organizer  paid  by  these 
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gentlem^  to  go  round  the  cotintry,  Mr. 
Thomas  Mann — that  that  is  not  so.  If  the 
Commonwealth  is  going  to  impose  a  land 
tax,  and  to  obtain  the  profits  arising  frcnu 
the  nationalization  of  the  tobacco  industry, 
its  expenditure  will  ^  up  by  leaps  and 
bounds,  and  prod^Uty  uid  extravagance 
will  result.  We  know  what  happened  m 
New  South  Wales  after  the  impositi<xi  oi 
the  Federal  Tariff.  There  a  prodigal  Go- 
vernment, which  lived  solely  by  the  breath 
of  the  Labour  Party,  in  two  or  three  years 
wasted  millions  of  pounds  of  public  money. 
The  coffers  of  the  Treasury  were  filled  by 
the  duties  returned  by  the  Federation,  and 
in  addition  money  was  recklessly  borrowed 
and  extravagantly  spent.  There  was  no  re- 
mission of  taxaticHi ;  but  the  rate  of  borrow- 
ing which  prevailed  when  the  present  Prim« 
Minister  was  in  office  in  that  State  wa» 
doiAled  or  trebled,  and  the  expenditure  ot 
the  State  went  up  by  leaps  and  bounds. 
The  Government  then  in  power  in  New 
South  Wales  during  its  whole  existence 
held  dSfiGt  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Laboui 
Party,  which  could  at  any  moment  havt 
stopped  the  borrowing.  The  members  of 
the  party  in  this  Chamber  prate  about  being 
opposed  to  borrowing;  but  when  in  New 
South  Wales  the  Labour  Party  had  power 
to  stop  it,  no  party  could  have  beoi  more 
regardless  of  the  pr(^igate  expenditure  of 
borrowed  money. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  Labour  Party  in  this 
Parliament  is  a  different  party  from  that  in 
the  New  South  Wales  Parliament. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— It  is  the  same  poli- 
tical party.  Its  existence  is  due  to  the  same 
political  cHTganizations,  and  to  the  same 
wire-pulling. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  honorable  member 
ought  to  Imow  a  little  about  wire-pulling. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— X  have  seen  some 
wire  pulling  on  the  other  side.  I  saw  some  of 
it  in  connexion  with  one  honorableand  gallant 
member,  who  diallenged  me  to  mortal  com- 
bat this  afternoon.  In  regard  to  that  mat- 
ter, if  I  am  allowed  the  privilege  of  the  chal- 
lenged  party,  and  have  the  right  to  chose 
the  weapons,  I  shall  defend  myself  against 
him  with  a  squirt.  Were  there  no  wires 
pulled  in  connexion  with  the  honorable  and 
learned  member's  vote  upon  the  question  of 
political  unions?  The  majority  of  the  late 
Government  was  reduced  to  one  on  that  oc- 
casion. 

Mr.  Watson. — No  wires  were  pulled. 
Mr.    ROBINSON.  —  The  Government 
needed  all  the  wire-pulling  thai  could  pos- 


sibly be  indulged  in  then,  and  we  saw  Mini- 
sters of  the  Crown  openly  and  flagrantly 
engaging  in  that  occupation. 

Afr.  HuuE  Cook. — The  hcmorable  oiein- 
ber  does  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber ought  to  be  the  last  to  interject.  In  con- 
nexion with  the  debates  upcm  the  Concilia- 
tion and  Arbitration  Bill,  he  made  a  num- 
ber of  interjections,  which  showed  he  was 
thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  present  Minister  of 
Defence ;  but  at  the  last  moment  he  cast  hii 
vote  against  it 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.— The  h<Hiorable  and 
learned  member  has  made  that  statement  be- 
fore, but  it  is  not  COTrect. 

Mr.  ROBlNSON^Il  is  oorrect 

Mr.  Hume  Cook, — The  honorable  ani3 
learned  member  cannot  find  any  record  of 
it  in  Hansard. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— Another  point  on 
which  the  electors  require  to  be  enlightened 
is  the  banking  policy  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment. At  page  1284  of  Hansard t  Mr. 
Watson  is  reported  to  have  said — 

We  intend  to  introduce  during  next  sesatoo  a 
Banking  Bill,  dealing  particularly  with  tbe  note 
issue,  and  containing,  certainly,  a  section  on  tbe 
lines  of  the  Canadian  provtiion,  that  insiits  npaa 
40  per  cent,  of  tbe  cash  reserves  of  the  bukks 
being  held  in  Government  notes. 

That  is  a  most  important  prc^iosal,  and  one 
which  we  shall  be  entitled  to  discuss  at  the 
forthcoming  electicKi.  It  is  also  a  sub- 
ject upon  which  a  great  deal  of  light  re- 
quires to  be  thrown.  The  proposal  was 
that  they  should  be  empowered  to  go  to 
the  banks  and  take  irom  their  reser\'es 
;^8,ooo,ooo  in  sovereigns  and  buUicHi,  and 
put  down  inconvertible  and  unpresentable 
notes  in  their  place.  In  the  Senate  last 
week.  Senator  de  Largie  declared  that  that 
was  a  prt^per  prc^xMU  to  make. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.  —  Has  it  ever  been 
made  anywhere  else? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  referring  to  the  precedent  of  Caiuda, 
which  has  absolutely  no  applicati(xi  to  oar 
circumstances.  If  he  took  the  trouble  to 
read  the  statistics  showing  the  amount  of 
banking  reserves  held  in  Canada  at  that 
time,  and  the  condition  of  Canadian  banlE- 
ing,  and  considered  the  possibilities  of  the 
Canadian  banks  holding  their  gold  resen-es 
a  few  miles  away  in  New  YotIc,  he  would 
understand  that  the  conditions  there  and 
here  are  totally  dissimilar. 
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Mr.  Watkins.  —  The  banks  gladly  ac- 
cepted the  Government  securities  at  the  time 

of  the  banking  crisis. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.  —  I  wish  honorable 
members  to  ccxisider  this  position.  At  the 
time  of  the  banking  crisis  in  1893,  about 
j^z, 000,000  or  ;£3,ooo,ooo  was  drawn 
from  the  banks  within  a  very  short 
time.  Many  of  us  know  what  that 
meant.  It  involved  the  closing  of 
many  of  the  banks  and  financial  in* 
stituticns,  and  resulted  in  the  forced  reali- 
zation of  many  securities,  the  selling  up  of 
many  a  farmer  in  the  country  districts,  the 
bankruptcy  of  many  a  storekeeper  in  the 
towns,  and  ruin  and  disaster  all  round.  Does 
the  honorable  member  for  Bourke  suppose 
that  ;^8,ooo,ooo  could  be  forcibly  extracted 
from  the  coffers  of  the  banks  without  bring- 
ing about  disaster?  Does  he  think  that 
the  banks  would  part  with  ;^8,ooo,ooo  of 
coin  and  take  I.O.U.'s  in  exchange^  without 
a  rtm  upon  the  banks  resulting,  and  bringing 
disaster  in  its  train?  Does  be  imagine 
that  the  bank  reserves  are  kept  to  look  at. 
Can  he  not  see  that  this  large  sum  of 
money  is  kept  in  the  coffers  of  the  banks 
because  it  is  absolutely  essential  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  banking  and  cur- 
rency operations? 

Mr.  HxraiE  Cook. — The  banks  were 
ready  enough  to  accept  the  Government 
I.O.U.'s  at  the  time  of  the  crisis. 

Mr.  ROBI\SON.~-I  am  not  aware  that 
the  Victorian  banks'  received  any  assistance 
from  the  Government  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^They  got  assistance  fr«n 
the  New  South  Wales  banks,  which  ha'd  the 
Government's  I.CU. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— Only  to  the  extent 
that  for  a  few  months  their  notes  were  made 
inconvertible. 

Mr.  Watson. — More  than  that.  The 
hfHiorable  and  learned  member  is  quite 
wrong. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— In  Victoria  the  banks 
did  not  receive  any  support  frwn  the  Govern- 
ment, beyond  the  fact  that  they  were  told 
that  they  could  have  a  holiday  extending 
over  five  days. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — ^And  they  wc^re  glad  to 
ha\'e  it. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— The  honorable  and 
learned  member  makes  an  interjection  that 
is  quite  worthy  of  him,  because  it  is  so 
casuistical.  The  banks  did  not  take  advan- 
tage of  the  offer  of  the  Government.  The 
Union  Bank,  the  Bank  of  Australasia,  and 
the  Bank  of  New  South  Wales  did  not  want 


the  holiday.  They  kept  their  doors  open 
throughout,  and  told  the  public  that  they 
amid  go  (Ml  drawing  till  they  were  tired. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — Six  of  the  leading  banks 
did  take  advantage  of  the  holiday. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— So  far  from  the  offer 
of  the  Government  conferring  any  benefit 
up(»i  the  banks,  rt  only  increased  the  public 
distrust,  and  accentuated  the  run  that  was 
causing  some  institutions  to  totter. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^The  banks  accepted  Go- 
vernment assistance  in  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— The  assistance  in 
that  case  took  the  form  of  making  the  bank 
notes  inconvertible  for  a  few  months. 

Mr.  Watson.— The  Government  did  more 
than  that.   What  about  the  Treasury  notes? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— Some  Treasury  notes 
were  put  out,  and  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes  in  the  present  case  is  to  form  the  pre- 
text  for  approprialing  ^^8,000,000  of  the 
bank  reserves.  The  proposal  involves  a  di- 
rect and  unmitigated  spoliation  of  the 
banks. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  banks  already  pay  for 
the  privilege  of  issuing  notes. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— Exactly;  they  pay  a 
note  tax  that  mops  up  fr<»n  90  per  cent,  to 
95  per  cent,  of  the  profits  arising  from  the 
issue. 

Mr.  HuKE  Cook. — That  has  never  been 
proved. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— It  has  been  proved, 
and  the  fact  could  be  demonstrated  to  the 
honorable  member  if  he  had  the  capacity 
to  understand  the  statistics  upon  the  ques- 
tion. When  money  could  be  obtained  at  3 
per  cent.,  the  banks  were  paying  a  note  tax 
of  2  per  cent.,  and,  in  addition,  had  to  bear 
all  the  printing  and  other  incidental  ex- 
penses. It  can  be  seen,  therefore,  that  their 
margin  of  profit  was  a  very  small  one.  Now 
that  money  is  a  little  dearer,  their  profit 
may  be  slightly  higher.  If  it  be  desired 
to  make  the  banks  contribute  a  little  more  to 
the  Treasury,  the  note  tax  could  be  in- 
creased by  I  per  cent,  or  \  per  cent.  That 
would  be  a  straightforward  method  of  deal- 
ing, but  it  would  not  be  fair  to  go  to  the 
banks  and  demand  from  them  money  that 
belongs  to  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth. 
The  States  have  a  large  number  of  loans  to 
convert  very  shortly.  Within  the  next  six 
or  sevoi  years,  loans,  amounting  to 
X20,ooo>ooo,  will  mature,  and  will  have  to 
be  renewed.  What  prospect  shall  we  have 
of  a  successful  conversioi  of  these  loans  in 
the  markets  of  the  old  world  if  our  financial 
institutions  are  made  the  subject  of  a  policy 
of  the  kind  proposed.   Two  or  three  of  the 
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large  banks  have  their  head  offices  in  Lon- 
don, and  we  could  scarcely  expect  the  finan- 
ciers of  the  old  world  to  permit  us  to  renew 
our  indebtedness  if  we  deliberately  robbed 
our  banks  of  their  reserves.  The  renewal 
of  our  loans  would  be  practically  impossible. 
The  States  securities  would  be  depredated 
in  every  shape  and  form,  and  the  Treasurers 
would  be  oonfionted  with  enonnous  diffi- 
culties in  their  oideavours  to  arrange  mat- 
ters up(»i  a  sound  footing. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — Who  robbed  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  Victoria? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— Perhaps  the  honor- 
able member  knows  ;  I  do  not. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — It  was  the  financial  in- 
stitutions. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— This,  then,  is  the 
banking  policy  of  the  late  Administration. 
I  suppose  we  may  gather,  from  the  silence 
of  the  "ragged  regiment,"  that  they  also 
are  prepared  to  swallow  the  labour 
policy  in  regard  to  that  matter,  and 
to  join  in  an  attempt  to  take  ;^8,ooo,ooo 
in  sovereigns  or  bullion  from  the  coffers 
of  the  banks  of  the  Cranmonwealtb.  Any 
such  attempt  must  necessarily  mean  in- 
creased difficulty  to  the  States  Govern- 
ments if  they  wish  to  convert  their  own 
loans,  whilst  on  the  other  hand  it  must 
greatly  hamper  the  efforts  of  the  Federal 
Treasurer  to  consolidate  and  convert  the 
States  debts.  A  few  days  ago  I  asked 
a  question  which  I  desire  to  repeat  on  the 
present  occasion,  because  it  is  most  im- 
portant to  my  constituency,  and  also  to 
others.  I  desire  to  know  what  is  the 
policy  of  the  alliance  in  respect  to  the 
inclusion  or  otherwise  of  the  farmers  in 
the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill? 

Mr.  Watson. — ^To  which  alliance  does 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  refer? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— To  that  which  is 
now  endeavouring  to  dislodge  the  present 
Government.  When  I  submitted  my  amend- 
ment in  favour  of  exempting  agriculturists 
from  the  operation  of  that  Bill,  the  present 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  who  was  then 
Prime  Minister,  is  reported  in  Hansard, 
page  1917,  to  have  said — 

The  Goremment  will  oppose  the  ameodment 
by  every  means  within  their  power. 

They  did  oppose  it  in  a  straightforward 
way  by  every  means  in  their  power,  be- 
catise  they  believed,  and  still  believe,  that 
the  agricultural  industry  should  be  brought 
within  the  scope  of  that  measure.  They 
believe  in  regulating  the  hours,  wag^  and 
the  conditions  of  employment  upon  farms, 


just  as  they  do  in  prescribii^;  than 
for  industries  conducted  in  cities.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  see  a  very  wide  difference  be- 
tween the  huge  aggregatitm  of  capital,  aod 
the  «nployment  of  a  large  number  of  men 
imder  one  roof  in  a  city  industry,  and  Uk 
farming  industry,  which  in  the  vast  majority  ! 
of  cases  is  a  family  industry.  But  (teic 
were  two  or  three  seceding  protectlDDisU 
who  voted  with  us  upon  that  occa^on. 

Mr.    Mauger. — "  Seceding  piotectioD- 
ists?" 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— Yes.  Perhaps  if  I 
say  seceders  from  the  leader  of  the  Prtx- 
tectionist  Party,  I  shall  meet  the  views  of 
the-  purist  for  Melbourne  Ports.  There  were 
four  or  five  protectionists,  or  at  the  ven* 
most  seven,  who  voted  with  us  upon  tb^ 
particular  amendment  Those  hcumable 
members^  therefore,  constitute  only  about 
one-fifth  of  the  alliance  party.  Under  sndi 
circumstances,  what  possible  hope  is  these 
that  the  farmers  of  the  CmmxMiwealth  will 
be  exempted  from  the  operaticm  of  the  Coo- 
ciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  should  the 
alliance  come  into  power?  We  know  per- 
fectly well  that  the  honorable  member  foi 
Bland  is  not  likely  to  deviate  one  iota  from 
the  policy  which  he  has  previously  hid 
down  in  this  respect.  I  should  like  to 
know  whether  that  is  not  so? 

Mr.  Watson. — I  shall  be  replying  in  a 
day  or  two>  I  suppose. 

Mr.  ROBINSON— I  should  like  to 
know  the  views  of  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Indi,  who  was  good 
enough  to  pair  in  favour  of  my  amend- 
ment • 

Mr.  Watson.  — •  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  should  manufacture  a 
policy  for  the  Government,  not  for  the  Op- 
position. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  think  that  I  am  in 
a  position  to  sum  up  for  the  benefit  of  the 
producers,  the  sociaiistic  policy  of  the  Op- 
position. ' 

Mr.  Watson. — The  producers  are  alwan 
asking  for  Socialinn,  so  that  they  ou^t  (0 
be  satisfied. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  think  that  policv 
mav  be  summed  up  under  four  headings- 
The  first  is,  a   Federal  land  tax;  the 
second,  decreased  States  revenues  as  th?  | 
result   of   the   establ  ishment   of  a  Go- 
vernment  tobacco  monopoly ;   the  third,  : 
bank    spoliatum ;    and    the    fourth.  1^  | 
inclusion  of  farmers  within  the  scc^  of 
the    Conciliation    and    Arbitration   Bill-  , 
These  headings,  I  think,  fairly  and  acn- 
rately  represent  the  policy  of  die  Socialist  j 
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Partv.  because  I  have  already  shown  that 
their  chosen  representjUives  have  advocated 
Federal  land  taxatitm,  whilst  we  know  fr«n 
the  honorable  member  for  Bland  himself 
that  he  is  in  favour  of  the  establishment  of 
a  Government  tobacco  monopoly,  of  taking 
over  j£8,ooo»ooo  worth  of  reserves  from  the 
banlcs,  and  of  bringing  the  farmers  under 
the  operation  of  the  measure  to  which  I  have 
referred. 

Mr.  W ATKINS. — Do  not  the  farmers  be- 
lieve in  a  Govermnent  Bank? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  shall  deal  with 
that  matter  in  a  few  moments.  The  pro- 
gramme of  the  present  Administration,  whwi 
contrasted  with  that  of  the  Opposition,  is 
good  enough  for  me  as  a  country  representa- 
tive. It  is  true  that  there  may  be  points  upon 
which  I  should  prefer  the  Ministry  to  act 
differently,  but  I  have  no  hesitation  in  sup- 
portiiuc  their  policy,  and  I  believe  that  the 
electors  of  every  country  constituency  will 
record  their  votes  in  favour  of  it,  as  opposed 
to  the  pdicv  of  the  Labour  Party.  Upon 
the  pditical  side,  I  enter  my  onphatic  pro- 
test against  caucus,  or  machine  politics.  I 
do  not  wish  to  repeat  the  two  apt  quota- 
tions which  I  made  on  a  former  occasicm 
from  speedies  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Bourke  and  the  hwiorable  member  for  Mel- 
bourne Ports.  All  I  deare  to  say  is  that 
one  of  those  gentleman  has  declared  the 
poticv  of  the  labour  caucus  to  be  "  worthy 
of  Tammanv  Hall,  or  Russia,"  whilst  the 
other  baa  described  it  as  "a  fraud."  As 
was  pointed  out  by  one  of  them,  the  suc- 
cessful candidates  of  that  body  are  practi- 
cally nominated  by  twenty  or  thirty  wire- 
pullers. «  ,  1  . 

Mr.  HtncK  Cook.— Who  pulled  the  wires 
in  the  case  of  the  Wamwn  election? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Hum  Cock.  —  I  know  aometlung 
about  it. 

Mr.  ROBINSON,— I  took  it  as  the  great- 
est compliment  in  my  life  when  the  former 
representative  for  Wannon  personally  waited 
upon  me,  and  asked  me  to  contest  that  elec- 
tion. I  never  felt  so  proud  as  when  he 
came  to  my  office  and  requested  me  to  be- 
come a  candidate. 

Mr.  Maugeb.— That  was  not  the  only 
wire  which  was  pulled. 

Mr.  HxTME  Coor.  —  There  were  better 
wires  than- that  Will  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  tell  us  about  them? 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— Even  Federal  Mini- 
sters are  not  free  agents  in  this  House. 
Looking  through  that  very  interesting  pub- 
licatioQ  called  the  Totan,  a  aq>y  of  vhidi 


I  endeavour  to  secure  each  week,  I  find  a 

full  statement  of  the  labour  pledge. 

Mr.  Reiix— The  Tocsin!      Is  that  a 

p(Hson  fot  rabluts? 
Mr.  Batchelor. — It  is  Rough  on  RaU  I 
Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  find  this  danse  in 

the  labour  pledge- 
No  member  of  the  Federal  Labour  Party  shall 

accept  office  in  the  Federal  Government  except 

with  the  consent  of  a  duly  constituted  caucus 

meeting. 

That  is  a  proviso  which,  in  m;^  ppinim,  is 
directly  subversive  of  Mioistenal  respmsi* 
bility.  It  is  directly  subversive  of  the 
policy  of  resptxisible  government,  as  we 
know  it  to  exist  in  Great  Britain  and 
elsewhere,  where  the  Prime  Minister 
selects  as  his  colleagues  those 
who  are  best  fitted  to  take  office.  The 
labour  pledge  provides  thai  the  mem- 
beis  of  the  party  shall  not  take  ofiice  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  caucus,  and  there- 
fore they  are  bound  hand  and  foot  in  that 
respect. 

Mr.  Cm.PiN. — ^That  is  r»t  correct 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Give  us  the  Reform 
League  pledge. 

Mr.  ROBINSON. — T  have  never  signed 
a  Reform  League  pledge,  nor  have  I  seen 
one.  Like  the  honorable  member  for 
Bourke,  I  do  not  believe  in  pledges.  That 
was  the  position  which  he  took  up  at  the 
last  general  election,  but  I  do  not  know 
what  \Till  happen  at  the  next  Judging 
by  a  statement  that  I  saw  in  last  week's 
issue  of  the  Tocsin^  he  will  have  to  be  in 
favour  of  pledges.  A  well  known  member 
of  the  Western  Australian  Parliament,  Mr. 
Walter  James,  who  was  in  this  Chamber 
a  little  time  ago,  appropriately  described 
the  Labour  Party  platform,  by  saying  that 
it  consisted  of  25  per  cent,  of  practical 
politics,  and  75  per  cent  of  bird  lime. 
The  pioiected  alliance  is  the  bird  iimewhidi 
is  going  tt)  snare  the  honorable  member  for 
Bourke,  and  one  or  two  others  on  the 
Opposition  side  

Xfr.  Webster. — The  Government  plat- 
form consists  of  95  per  cent,  of  bird  lime, 
and  5  per  cent,  of  tbeoiy. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  must  ask  nqr  hon- 
orable friend,  who  has  been  silent  dur- 
ing the  last  few  hours,  to  restrain  him- 
self. I  think  it  will  be  found  that  the 
alliance  is  after  all  merely  bird  lime,  and 
that  thotse  honorable  members  who  tlunk 
by  resorting  to  this  little  game  to  secure 
themselves  from  the  opposition  of  laboui 
candidates  will  sooner  or  later  be 
very  rudely  disturbed.     An  article  whidk 
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appeared  in  the  issue  of  the  Tocsin — the 
selected  organ,  I  believe,  of  the  Political 
Labour  Council  of  Victoria — of  19th  May 
last,  when  there  was  a  projected  coaliticm 
between  the*  Labour  Party  and  some  honor- 
able members  opposite,  omtained  th^  fol- 
lowing statement; — 
Although  the  proffered  term^- 

Mr.  HiTME  Cook. — ^That  was  to  be  an 
alliance  with  the  whole  Protectionist  Partv. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.—Well,  I  will  say  thd 
whole  party. 

Mr.  HiWE  Cook. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member  ought  to  be  accurate. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— In  this  article  it  was 
stated  that— 

Although  the  proffered  terms  of  coalition  can 
only  be  surmised,  we  may  safely  assume  that  one 
coadition  would  be  the  withdrawal  of  all  opposi- 
tion to  Liberal  candidates  at  the  next  general 
election,  the  self  evident  efFect  of  which  would 
be  to  prevent  an  increase  of  Labour  representa- 
tion,   .    .  . 

That  was  the  surmise  which  the  Tocsin 
formed  as  to  the  terms  of  the  coalition  pro- 
jected in  May  last.  There  is  a  similar  pro- 
viso in  regard  to  freedom  from  opposition 
ii  the  present  alliance  agreement.  The 
article  fran  which  I  hiave  quoted  went  on 
to  state  with  reference  to  the  Watson  Go- 
veriunent  that — 

Their  power  to  promote  the  nation's  interest 
and  advance  the  people's  cause,  would  be  ruin- 
ously discounted  if  associated  with  Ministers  sup- 
ported by  members  whose  policy  differed  materi- 
ally from,  even  if  it  did  not  directly  conflict  with, 
that  unanimously  indorsed  by  labourites. 

In  that  case  the  Tocsin  opposed  the  pro- 
jected coalititm  or  alliance,  while  in  last 
week's  issue  of  that  newspaper,  which  I 
unfortunately  forgot  to  bring  with  me  this 
evening,  it  was  stated  in  the  most  definite 
and  unmistakable  tcirms  thai  no  alliance  was 
going  to  prevent  the  labour  leagues,  if  it 
was  so  desired,  from  opposing  those  who 
joined  with  the  party.  I  jdso  saw  a  report  of 
a  recent  meeting,  at  which  the  honorable 
member  for  Yarra  was  present,  and  at  which 
a  resolution  was  carried  stating,  in  efFect, 
that  the  alliance  did  not  mean  that  those 
who  joined  with  the  Labour  Party  for  this 
particular  purpose  would  be  protected  from 
a  la^Mur  attack  at  the  next  election. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley.— The  honorable 
and  learned  member  will  see  when  the  next 
elections  ccxne  round. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Surely  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  is  not  worr\-ing  about  us. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— This  is  the  bird 
lime,  and  those  who  are  now  allying  them- 
selves with  the  Labour  Party  will  have  to 


enter  the  labour  cage  and  be  chained,  a 
their  political  necks  will  be  wrung  with- 
out the  slightest  compunction. 

Mr,  Mauger.— Why  worry  about  us? 
The  honorable  and  learned  member  should 
look  after  himself. 

Mr.  ROBINSON. — I  am  not  worr>ing 
about  the  honorable  member ;  I  am  merely 
showing  what  is  the  effect  of  machine  poli- 
tics. Machine  politics  must  be  detrimental 
in  their  effect,  and  I  am  sure  that  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Melbourne  Ports  shares 
that  view  with  me. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Do  not  worry  over  us. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  dbject  to  the  in- 
dustrial part  of  the  Labour  Party's  pro- 
gramme, because  it  is  a  poIic\-  of  clear  and 
distinct  Socialism.  In  a  would-be  jocular 
strain,  the  honorable  member  for  Bland  and 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Northern  Melbourne  have  referred  to  the 
position  of  the  farmer,  saying  that  he  and 
every  one  else  who  asks  for  Go\-cmment 
interfereix%  in  any  shape  or  form  is  a 
Socialist.  I  piopMe  to  disprove  that  state 
ment  in  the  most  conclusive  fashion. 

Mr.  Watson.  —  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  is  modest  as  usual. 

Mr.  Mauger. — He  must  think  that  he  is 
in  Court. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— I  have  here  a  quota- 
tion from  a  book  entitled  Tke  Labour  Move- 
ment in  Both  Hemispheres.  The  author  is 
Mr.  Tom  Mann,  the  accredited  organizer  of 
the  Victorian  Folirical  Labour  Coundl  and 
of  the  Trades  Hall. 

Mr.  Kmo  O'Mallbt. — A  mighty  good 
man. 

Mr.  Reid. — But  the  Labour  Party  do 
not  like  him  to  be  quoted  in  this  House. 
He  is  all  right  on  the  Yarra  bank. 

Mr.  Frazer. — We  like  to  hear  of  him 
here  better  than  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber likes  to  hear  of  Mr.  Walpole. 

Mr.  Reid.— I  do  not  know  him. 

Mr.  Hughes. — It  does  not  pay  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  sometimes  to  know 
him. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.— Let  me  show  how 
clearly  and  convincingly  Mr.  Mann  deals 
with  this  question.    He  says — 

Let  there  be  no  miitake.  I  do  not  mean  nfoe 
expressioni  of  a  desire  to  see  the  worker  well 
cared  for,  or  a  willingness  to  municipalize  gas. 
water,  electricity,  transit,  &c.,  plus  an  occa»ioiul 
indorsement  of  State  action  in  matters  formally 
confined  to  private  enterprise.  All  this  amouoti 
to  very  little  indeed  unless  such  measures  are  «ied 
as  so  many  steps  towards  the  realization  of  the 
Collectivist  State.  By  a  collectirist  State  I  mesa 
a  State  wherein  there  will  be  do  n»m  for  anj 
private  receiver  of  rent.  Interest,  or  profit— 
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Mr.  ^Iauger. — Dr.  Clifford  says  exactly 
the  same  thing. 

Mr.  ROBINSOX.— The  writer  pro- 
ceeds— 

where  the  total  work  to  be  done  will  be  ngfatly 
apportioned  over  the  total  number  to  do  it;  ancf, 
therefore,  a  State  where  all  able-bodied  persons 
will  be  called  upon  to  do  a  share  of  work. 

Mr.  Mawek.  —  Charles  Kingsley  says 
the  same  thuig. 

Sir.  McLean. — No  rent  to  be  paid  for 
66  Bourke-street. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order.  I  recognise 
that  in  a  debate  of  this  kind  a  little  extra 
latitude  must  be  allowed  to  honorable  mem- 
bers. I  have  allowed  that  increased  lati- 
tude throughout  the  debate,  but  it  seems 
to  me  that  since  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Wannon  has  been  addressing 
the  Chair,  and  on  one  or  two  other  occa- 
sicHis  to-day,  the  liberty  to  interject  has  been 
abused.  Honorable  members  interject 
again  and  ag^,  and  several  have  been  in- 
terjecting at  the  one  time,  thus  rendering 
it  almost  impossible  for  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  who  has  been  addressing 
the  Chair  to  give  expression  to  his  opinions. 
I  ask  honorable  members  in  the  first  place 
to  restrain  themselves,  and  if  for  the  mo- 
ment they  forget  to  do  so,  when  I  call  the 
House  to  order,  that  immediate  ob- 
servance of  the  Standing  Orders  which 
is  necessary  must  be  rendered,  otherwise 
I  shall  be  driven  to  the  very  unpleasant 
duty  of  naming  honorable  members. 

XIr.  ROBINSON.  —  Mr.  Tom  Mann 
gives  a  quotation  from  the  Fabian  Essays 
to  make  his  meaning  absolutely  clear,  and 
it  absolutely  touches  the  point  that  we  are 
now  debating — 

Although  Socialism  involves  State  control,  State 
control  does  not  imply  Socialism — at  least  in  anv 
modem  meaning  of  the  term.  It  is  not  so  much 
to  the  thing  whidi  the  State  does  as  to  the  end 
for  which  it  does  it  that  we  must  look  before  we 
can  decide  whether  it  is  a  Socialist  State  or  not. 
Socialism  is  the  common  holding  of  the  means  of 
production  and  exchange,  and  the  holding  of  them 
for  the  equal  benefit  of  all. 

*'  Equal  benefit  of  all "— flf  the  skilful  and 
the  unskilful,  of  the  industrious  and  the 
slothful.  In  the  Tocsin  of  the  4th  Feb- 
ruary last.  Mr.  Tom  Mann  published  a 
signed  article,  in  which  he  said — 

The  fight  will  be  for  labour  all  over  the  State; 
the  goal,  a  "co-operative  Commonwealth,"  i.e., 
a  Socialistic  State.  There  must  be  no  time  wasted 
over  thoie  who  "  are  as  good  as  labour  men,"  and 
the  labour  man  who  is  not  a  collectivist  had  better 
be  well  advised  and  hurry  up  and  learn  his  lesson 
correctly,  as  in  a  short  time  there  will  be  no  room 
in  the  Victorian  Labour  Party  for  any  one  unable 


to  appreciate,,  indorse,  and  work  for  what  is  al- 
ready known,  and  in  every  other  country  declared 
to  be  the  workers'  hope,  viz..  Socialism,  full  fledged 
without  equivocation,  or  deviation  or  minimizing 
from  what  has  been  clearly  and  definitely  avowed 
by  the  more  intelligent  of  the  workers  of  the 
world  any  time  this  twenty  years. 

There  is  the  doctrine  of  that  parly — a  doc- 
trine of  straight-out  Socialism,  a  Socialism 
which  seeks  to  take  over  every  industry  in 
the  Commonwealth,  and  to -apportion  the 
returns  from  those  industries  equally  amcmg 
all  secliCMis  of  the  community. 

Mr.  TuiKHt. — That  doctrine  was -preached 
1900  years  ago. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — 2,000  years  ago. 

Mi.  speaker.— I  am  sorry  to  have 
to  name  the  honorable  member  for  Dar- 
win and  the  honorable  member  for  Yarra, 
both  having  transgressed  within  a  very  few 
minutes  the  rule  which  I  laid  down  just  now. 
I  hope  that  the  breach  of  the  ruFe  will  not 
be  repeated. 

Mr.  ROBINSON.—That  proves  oon- 
clusively  out  of  the  mouths  of  the  Socialists 
themseh-es  that  they  know  the  difference  be- 
tween State  ccttitrol  or  State  interference 
in  various  matters,  and  a  socialistic  State. 
The  Socialists  want  to  take  over  the  whole 
of  the  industries  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
ftvery  shape  and  form  and  apportion  the 
results  from  those  industries  equally  be- 
tween all  sections  of  the  people.  How  do 
they  propose  to  attain  that  result  ?  My 
esteemed  leader  quoted  last  night  from  the 
Brisbane  Worker.  It  was  a  very  effective 
quotation,  but  there  was  another  portion 
of  that  same  paper,  which,  I  think,  tie 
might  ha\'e  quoted,  and  if  he  will  pardon 
me,  I  will  do  so.     Tt  is  this : — 

In  the  political  manifesto  formulated  by  the 
general  council  of  the  A.L.F.  in  rSgo  it  ii  de- 
clared "  That  the  present  industrial  system, 
commonly  called  the  competitive  system,  is 
destructive,  pernicious,  and  altogether  evil, 
and  must  be  replaced  by  a  social  system 
which  wilt  not  leave  it  to  the  power  of  one  man 
to  take  advantage  of  the  necessities  or  diitabilities 
of  another,  and  which  will  provide  for  all  workers 
opportunity  to  avail  tbems^lves  of  the  bounties 
of  nature,  and  to  partake  fully  of  the  fruits  of 
civilization,  and  fo  receive  the  full  benefit  of 
their  share  of  the  common  toil."  That  declaration 
still  points  the  way  to  labour's  goal  .  .*  .  The 
ballot  is  in  our  hands  .  .  .  Extend  the  func- 
tions of  collective  effort.  State  and  municipal; 
narrow  the  domain  of  private  enterprise  and  in- 
dividual greed.  By  leaps  and  bounds,  if  pos- 
sible, little  by  little,  if  it  must  be  so,  but  some- 
how— all  the  time.  Taking  all  we  can  for  the 
people,  and  giving  as  little  as  we  can — that  is 
how  the  co-operative  Commonwealth  will  finally 
be  brought  to  pass. 

Taking  all  and  giving  as  little  as  possible 
— paying  as  little  as  possible  for  what  a 
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man  has  justly  acquired !  Then  it  goes  on 
to  say—and  I  would  especially  like  to 
bring  this  passage  under  the  notice  of  hon- 
orable members — ■ 

Unless,  iodeed,  the  robbers,  made  desperate 
by  threatened  dispossession,  should  provoke  the 
sterner  courses. 

That  is  a  threat  of  this  party,  that  if  those 
who  are  already  in  possession  of  wealth,  by 
legal  and  moral  means,  should  resort  to 
other  methods  of  resistance,  repressive 
action  is  to  be  taken  against  them. 
Therefore  i  contend  that  there  is 
between  us  a  clear-cut  issue,  which 
an  honorable  member  upon  this  side 
of  the  House  can  accept  with  a  light 
heazt.^  It  is  an  issue  which  sets  us  against 
a  socialistic  State,  established  by  spolia- 
tion in  every  shape  and  form,  a  direct  at- 
tack by  spoliation  on  the  banks,  a  repression 
of  State  activities,  with  possibly  an  im- 
poverishment of  the  States  by  taking  away 
from  them  some  of  the  sources  of  taxation 
which  the\  now  possess,  and  a  bringing  of 
the  great  producing  interests — which  have 
to  face  the  competition  of  the  world — under 
the  hard  and  fast  rule  of  an  Arbi- 
tratkm  Court.  I  say  again  that  that 
issue  is,  to  my  mind,  clear-cut,  and 
it  is  an  issue  which  I,  for  one,  shall 
have  no  hesitation  in  facing.  If  we  are 
to  have  an  election,  as  has  been  promised, 
let  us  see  that  this  question  is  put  fully 
and  clearly  before  the  people.  Let  not  my 
honorable  friends  on  the  Opposition  benches 
flinch  from  their  proposals.  Let  them  not 
flinch  from  proposing  a  Federal  land  tax, 
from  taking  ^£8,000,000  of  money  from  the 
banks,  from  bringing  the  farmers  into  the 
Arbitration  Court,  from  depriving  the 
States  of  the  revenue  from  the  tobacco  trade. 
Those  four  proposals  alone  are  good  enough 
for  us  to  work  on,  and  when  we  see  that 
these  particular  proposals  are  only  steps  in 
the  direction  of  a  co-operative  Common- 
wealth, or  socialistic  State,  I  do  not  think 
we  have  anything  to  fear  from  our  electors. 
On  that  matter,  I  should  like  to  read  a  re- 
mark yrhich  was  made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Bland.  Honorable  members 
will  recollect  that  we  had  a  May  Day  de- 
monstration in  Victoria,  and  that  certain  re- 
solutions were  passed.  The  mo^'ers  and  sup- 
porters of  those  resolutions  went  to  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Bland,  while  he  was 
Prime  Minister,  and  presented  them  to  him 
in  the  usual  way.  He  made  one  of  his 
tactful  speeches  to  this  deputation,  who  de- 
sired that  all  the  instruments  of  industry 
Xr.  Robinsan. 


should  be  owned  and  controlled  by  the 
whole  of  the  people.   He  said — 

We  have  ticked  off  certain  definite  propouls 
which  we  have  recommended  to  the  people,  aad 
each  of  these,  being  a  step  in  advance  of  the  last, 
is  always  carrying  us  forward,  and  clearing  the 
way  for  still  another  step. 

Clearing  the  way  for  yet  another  step — for 
that  co-operative  Commonwealth,  that  so- 
cialistic State,  which  these  gentlemen  adi-o- 
cated  on  May  Day,  and  do  advocate  csi  the 
platform  and  in  the  press  !  Therefore,  tiic 
position  which  I  must  take  up,  as  one  vbo 
believes  in  individualism  and  enterprise,  is 
clear.  And  I  believe  that  Australia  is  one  of 
the  brightest  examples  of  what  individual 
effort  can  do — because  without  indtridual 
effort  this  countiy  would  never  have  been 
colonized  at  all,  the  pioneers  would  nera 
have  cleared  the  forests,  the  farms  would 
never  have  been  laid  out,  and  the  cities 
would  never  have  been  built.  As  one  who 
believes  in  individual  effort,  I  say  that  those 
who  agree  with  me  must  be  in  diametrial 
opposition  to  the  Socialist  Party,  and  its 
prt^ramme,  as  outlined  by  its  authcsiied 
leaders. 

Mi.  Hughes. — By  way  of  personal  et- 
planatton,  T  wish  to  say  that  I  am  informed 
that  in  the  early  part  of  to-day's  sitting 
the  Prime  Minister  made  a  personal  ex- 
planation in  reference  to  the  statement  which 
I  made  last  evening  in  relation  to  six 
potters  who  were  employed  by  a  man  in 
Sydney,  and  who  were  brought  here  in  cwi- 
traventi(xi  of  certain  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Immigration  Restriction  Act.  I  have  had 
an  opportunity  afforded  me  by  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  to  peruse  his  remancs,  and 
I  iKJtice  that  he  says  that  he  sent  wnd  of 
his  intention  to  make  this  explanation  to 
me  I  can  only  say  that  I  nerer  received 
any  word  from  him. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  left  word  with  two  honor- 
able members,  who  said  they  would  try  to 
hnd  the  honorable  and  learned  member.  He 
was  not  here. 

Mr.  Hughes. — What  I  intended  to  say 
last  night,  and  what  I  think  I  did  clearly 
say  was  this :  I  was  quoting  a  statement 
made  by  the  right  honorable  gentleman,  u 
a  public  meeting,  regarding  the  contract  sec- 
tion of  the  launigraticn  RestrictioD  Act. 
which,  he  said,  allows  a  re^KCtable  work- 
ing man  from  England  to  be  kept 
cm  board  ship  a  prisoner  on  reaching 
the  shores  of  Australia.  He  declared 
that  he  would  take  that  section  out 
of  the  Act,  if  he  had  the  power.  I  was 
pointing  out   that    the   right  hcunrable 
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gentleman  had  an  oppoitunity  to  do  this, 
or  sttiiething  ninilar  to  this,  immediately 
on  his  coming  mto  office,  and  that  as  a 
matter  of  fact  there  was  now,  under  this 
particular  section,  a  prosecution  ordered. 
The  right  honorable  gentleman  says  that  I 
deiiberateiy  made  a  ^fetent  statonent  out- 
side to  the  press:  But  if  I  did,  it  shows 
clearly  enough  that  I  wanted  to  be  perfectly 
fair  in  the  matter,  because  I  at  ooce  gave 
all  the  informaticxi  in  my  possessiop  to  the 
press,  and  it  aroeared  concurrently  with  the 
remarks  I  made  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Reid.— There  is  a  differKice  between 
the  two  statements.  It  would  have  been 
better  to  have  had  that  informaticHi  in  the 
same  document.   Hansard  is  not  the  Age. 

Mr.  HuOTES. — ^The  infcxmation  I  gave 
appeared  to-day  in  a  morning  paper, 
ttde  by  aide,  I  preiudu^  with  tiie  tight  hoa- 
orable  gentleman's  remarks.  I  say  most 
emphatically  that  my  statement  was  dear — 
the  reference  was  unambiguous.  Whether 
the  right  honwable  gentleman  gave  instruc- 
tions to  prosecute  or  not  is  quite  immaterial. 
The  fact  was  that  on  the  18th  August  he 
came  into  power,  and  on  the  21st  September 
he  said  he  had  not  seen  the  papers.  AH  I 
have  to  say  is  that  that  is  not  my  fault,  but 
his;  he  had  ample  oppcvtunity  to  see  the 
papers,  and  to  tfdce  any  steps  he  pleased  to 
alter  or  undo  anything  that  had  been  doie. 
We  are  to  assume  that  he  came  into  power  to 
restore  responsible  government;  but  what 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  does  now  is  to 
say  that  I  did  this,  and  that  therefore  he 
takes  no  respcmsibility.  I  think  that  under 
the  circumstances,  his  explanation  does  not 
affect  the  situation  at  all,  because  he  very 
well  knows  that,  though  he  is  endeavouring 
to  show  that  it  was  I,  and  not  h^  who  took 
action,  he,  as  Minister  for  External  Afi<Airs, 
has  now  to  take  the  whole  responsibility. 
The  whole  of  the  responsibility  is  on 
the  shoulders  of  the  Government  of  the 
day.  The  right  honorable  gentleman  knows 
ytry  well  that  it  is  possible  for  him  now  to 
give  instructions  that  would  cause  all  this 
business  under  the  section  of  the  Act  to 
cease.  In  the  circumstances  I  am  very 
nrach  astoniihed  at  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  taking  exraptioi  to  being 
saddled  with  resp(»sU)ility  for  bis 
aaion.  He  said  most  deliberately  that  if 
he  had  an  opportunity  he  would  take  the 
sectitm  out  of  the  Act,  and  that  he  woulc^ 
administer  the  Act  in  his  own  way.  And 
now  he  practically  ctxitinues  the  adminis- 
tration   of    his    predecessors,  whom  he 


denounced  and  declared  to  be  dangerous  to 
responsible  government,  and  endeavours  to 
crawl  out  of  his  responsibility  by  saying  that 
he  had  not  seen  the  papers. 

Mr.  Rexd. — should  like  to  say  that  I 
did  not  oimplain  of  the  words  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  has  just  quoted,  but 
I  complained  of  the  following  words  which 
are  in  Hansard^  and  wbidi  he  haa  cor- 
rected : — 

The  Piime  Minister  has  declared  himself 
against  the  policy  of  a  White  Amtralia.  But  I 
auc  him  what  he  is  going  to  do,  not  in  the  mattei 
of  the  six  hatters,  but  in  the  matter  of  six  potters, 
whom  he  is  now  piosecuttog  in  Sydney. 

I  also  wish  to  direct  attention  to  the 
words — 

.  .  .  .  under  the  regime  of  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman,  instructions  have  been  given  to 
the  Solicitor-General  of  New  South  Wales  to  file 
against  the  man  who  brought  them  here  an  in* 

formation.    .    .  . 

That  is  referring  to  an  order  given  by  the 
honorable  and  learned    member  himself. 
Further- 
Yet  the  right  honorable  gentleman  now  proposes 

I  to  deport  these  six  unfortunate  potters — at  any 

j  rate  

j  here  is  a  slight  recovery — 

that  could  be  done  tmder  this  section — and  to 
imprison  the  unfortunate  man  vho  brought  them 

'  here — to  paralyze  his  industry,  and  drive  out  our 

I  own  flesh  and  blood. 

I  The  honorable  and  learned  member's  own 

I  action. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Undoubtedly ;  an  action 
which  the  right  honorable  gentleman  in- 
j  dorsed. 

I  Mr.  R^D. — Then  further,  there  are  the 
I  words — 

The  right  honorable  gentleman  is  pledged  <m 
'  this  question.  "If  I  have  on  opportunity,"  he 
\  said,  "  I  will  strike  this  iniquitous  section  out  of 
I  the  Act,"  and  the  first  thing  be  does,  when  he 
.  has  the  opportunity,  is  to  give  instructions  for  a 
prosecution  under  it. 

That  is  not  true- 
Mr.  Hughes. — It  is  true. 
Mr.  Reid.— What? 

Mr.  Hughes. — Did  not  the  right  hon- 
orable gCTitleman  indorse  what  I  had  done? 

Mr.  Reid. — I  shall  leave  the  matter  at 
that ;  the  words  are  sufficient  for  the  public. 

....  and  the  first  thing  he  does,  when  he 
has  the  opportunity,  is  to  give  instructions  for  a 
prosecution  under  it. 

X  want  to  add  the  following,  which  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  is  reported  in 
Hansard  to  have  said : — 

The  right  honorable  gentleman  not  only  gives 
orders  for  a  prosecution  under  the  Act,  but  he 
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says,  "  I  am  now  with  men  who  believe  in  this 
Act,  and  I  am  not  going  to  say  one  word  against 

it  any  moie." 

Does  the  honorable  and  learned  member  see 
that  he  represents  me  as  having  given  orders 
for  a  prosecution  under  the  Act  ?  The  htm- 
orable  and  learned  member  knows  what 
orders  for  a  prosecution  are.  May  I  sug- 
gest that  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
correctejl  the  report  in  Hansard^  in  order 
to  make  it  say  that  I  prosecuted  ?  I  have 
the  correction  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member.  -  I  could  not  see  the  pro<^  until 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  had  cor- 
rected it ;  but  as  in  type  at  first  it  read  :i— 

But  I  ask  him  what  he  is  going  to  do,  not  in 
the  matter  of  the  six  hatters,  but  in  the  matter 
of  six  potters,  against  whom  he  is  now  levying  an 
indictment  in  Sydney. 

The  honorable  and  learned  member  took  out 
the  words  "against"  and  "levying  an  in- 
dictment," and  put  in  the  word  "prosecut- 
ing." 

Hr.  SPEAKER.— I  shall  read  standing 
order  60,  which  governs  the  matter  of  a  per- 
KsaaX  ezplanati(»i.   It  is  as  follows: — 

A  member  who  has  spoken  to  a  question  may 
again  be  heard,  to  explain  himself  in  regard  to 
some  material  part  of  his  speech  which  has  been 
misquoted  or  misunderstood,  but  shall  not  intro- 
duce any  new  matter,  01  Interrupt  any  member  in 
possessitm  of  the  chair,  and  no  debatable  matter 
shall  be  brought  forward  or  debate  arise  upon 
such  explanation. 

It  would  fee  quite  impossible  for  me,  under 
that  standing  order,  to  allow  a  debate  to 
arise  on  the  question.  Whether  the  re- 
marks which  the  right  honorable  the  Prime 
Minister  has  made  are  in  the  nature  of  a 
debate  I  am  not  quite  sure ;  I  am  not  cer- 
tain they  are  not.  But  whether  they  are 
or  not,  I  am  certain  that  any  further  re- 
marks, either  by  the  honorable  and  learned 
miember  for  West  Sydney  or  any  other 
honorable  member,  on  the  question  would 
be  in  the  nature  of  a  debate,  and  therefore 
I  cannot  permit  further  remarks  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Watson. — May  I  point  out,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  you  very  properly  allowed 
the  Prime  Minister  to  explain  a  second 
time,  and  if  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  West  Sydney  desires  to  make 
any  further  explanation  in  regard  to  the 
statement  just  made  by  the  Prime  Minister 
it  would  be  only  proper  to  allow  him  to  do 
so. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  am  quite  sure  the 
Standing  Orders  would  support  me  in  per- 
mitting what  is  fair,  but  I  point  out  that 
now  each  honorable  member  has  had  two 


opportunities  to  make  a  statement.  The 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  West 
Sydney  made  a  statement  yesterday,  and 
anothCT  this  evening;  and  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter made  a  statement  shcxtly  after  half- 
past  two  o'clock,  and  has  now  added  some 
words  to  that.  So  that  if  I  prevent  ant 
further  debate,  as  the  standing  order  re- 
quires me  to  do  at  this  present  stage,  1 
shall  not  have  dealt  unfairly  with  either 
honorable  member. 

Mr.  Hughes. — I  only  wish  to  make  a 
reference  to  the  statement  by  the  Pricu 
Minister  that  I  altered  the  unVevised  proof 
by  striking  out  the  words  "  levying  an  in- 
dictment "  and  inserting  "prosecuting."  I 
do  not  deny  that  I  did  so;  but  I  ask  the 
right  honorable  gentleman,  as  a  lawyer, 
whether  the  alteration  makes  any  real  dif- 
ference. I  merely  wish  to  say  that  in  my 
opinion  the  alteration  makes  no  difference- 
that  the  gravamen  of  the  whole  question  is 
wlwther  he  is  responsible  for  the  prosecudon 
or  indictment  or  not  Under  the  drcum- 
stances  I  can  say  no  more. 

Mr.  FOWLER  (Perth).— I  rise  to  take 
part  in  this  debate  with  a  feeling,  which  I 
dare  say  is  shared  by  many  hotrarable  mem- 
bers, that  our  methods  of  government  are 
not  by  any  means  an  unqualified  success. 
Apart  altogether  fnnn  the  regrettable  bit- 
terness which  is  now  being  introduced  into 
our  parliamentary  debates,  for  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  the  Commonwealth,  I  think 
the  fact  that  we  shall  shortly  have  had  three 
Governments  displaced  in  the  course  of  a 
few  months  is  an  achievement  of  which 
none  of  us  are  in  the  least  degree  proud. 
It  seems  to  indicate  that,  after  all,  this 
system  of  party  government  is  very  short 
of  an  ideal  one,  and  I  believe  that  the  people 
of  the  Commonwealth  have  reason  to  cast 
about  for  scHne  definite  improvement.  I 
have  given  scnne  consideration  to  this  aspen 
of  the  question,  and  have  come  to  the  cm- 
elusion  that  reform  is  very  urgently  neede*! 
The  most  practical  and  advantageous  re- 
form would  be  to  adopt  the  system  of  elect- 
ing our  Ministries.    I  know  that  to  sug- 
gest the  adoption  of  such  a  system  to  the  old 
parliamentarv  hands,  is  to  have  it  pooh- 
poohed  as  impracticable,  as  leading  to  all 
sorts  of  intrigues,  and  as  open  to  critician 
in  many  other  respects.    But  it  is  no  nev 
thing.     It    has    been    in   operattoo  in 
Switzerland      for   •  some  considaaUe 
time,    and    I    believe    ttvat    it  could 
with    advantage    be    adopted    in  Ais* 
tralia.     We  adopt    that  system  in  the 
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selection  of  our  Speaker,  and  I  feel  sure 
that,  if  we  used  it  in  connexion  with  the 
selection  of  our  Ministers,  we  should  obtain 
equallv  trood  results.    In  making  Ministers 
respuisible  for  adnunistraticm,  and  the  Par- 
liament as  a  whole  responsible  for  policy, 
we  should  be  adc^ting  a  system  which  would 
lead  to  the  expedition  of  public  business, 
and  would  do  away  with  a  good  many  of  the 
objectionable  features  of  the  present  method 
of  Government.    In  connexion  with  this  de- 
bate, I  find  mysdf  in  a  very  unpleasant 
position.  I  have  the  conviction  that  what  is 
regarded  as  a  minor  issue,  is  more  important 
than  the  general   question  which  we  are 
debating,  and,  to  my  mind,  the  minor  issue 
involves  the  progress  of  the  movement  to 
which  I  bel<»ig.    In  discussing  this  matter, 
I  am  in  antagonism  to  the  majority  of  the 
members  of  my  party,  which  is  at  all  times 
an  unpleasant  situation,  and  I  feel  the  posi- 
tion very  keenly,  because  on  every  other  oc- 
casiixi  I  have  been  able  to  act  harmoniously 
with  the  majority.    It  is  only  because  the 
particular   matter    at    issue   between  us 
appear^     to     me     to     be     so  very 
important  that  I  am  obliged  to  deal  with 
it  to-night  as  incidental  to  the  larger  ques- 
ticvi  which  we  are  discussing.    It  is,  of 
course,  well  enough  known   that   I  have 
taken  up  a  definite  attitude  on  the  quest'cm 
as  to  whether  the  Labour  Party  should  or 
should  not  enter  into  an  alliance  with  some 
other  party,  and,  as  generally  follows  when 
one  who  is  in  the  minority  takes  up  sudi 
an  attitude,  all  sorts  of  oi>jectionable  and 
despicable  reasons  have  been  assigned  for 
mv  action.    It  has  been  said  that  I  am  a 
disappointed  office-seeker,  and  that  I  am  a 
free-trader  first  and  a  labour  man  aftei- 
wards;  hence  my  attitude  on  this  matter. 
So  far  as  the  first  charge  is  concerned,  I 
do  not  intend  to  traverse  it.    I  am  satis- 
fied to  leave  a  contemptible  slander  of  that 
kind  to  be  dealt  with  by  members  of  this 
House,  and  especially  by  those  who  have 
been  longest  associated  with  me.  Although 
an  insinuation  of  that  kind  is  sometimes 
very  useful  to  close  the  mouth  of  a  guilty 
person  or  of  a  coward,  I  am  determined,  in 
spite  of  it,  to  perform  to-night  a  duty 
which  I  feel  I  owe  to  my  electors  and  to 
the  labour  voters  throughout  the  Common- 
wealth.   I  feel  confident  that  every  mem- 
ber of  the  party  with  which  I  have  had  the 
honour  to  be  associated  since  the  inception 
of  Federati(xi  will  give  the  lie  to  the  charge 
that  I  am  a  free-trader  first  and  a  labour 
man  afterwards.    No  member  of  that  party 
has  more .  anxiously  endeavoured  to  place 


the  fiscal  issue  in  its  true  relation  to  labour 
politics  than  I  have,  and  I  think  that  be- 
fore I  proceed  mAich  further  I  shall  be  able 
to  show  that  I  am  still  true  to  the  position 
which  I  have  hitherto  occupied  in  relati(xi 
to  that  much-vexed  question  whidi  has 
caused  so  much  tioubU  in  the  labour  move- 
ment, and  which  we  are  now  beginning  to 
get  past.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  I  do  not 
stand  alcme  in  connexion  with  this  particular 
matter.  Protectionists  and  free-traders 
alike  have  united  to  do  their  best  to  oppose 
the  so-called  alliance.  It  has,  therefore, 
nothing  to  do  with  the  fiscal  issue.  A 
little  while  ago  I  felt  obliged  to  enter  my 
protest  against  the  action  of  the  party,  and 
I  shall  read  it  now  as  an  indication  of  the 
attitude  which  I  took  up,  and  also  as  giving 
the  basis  of  my  objections  to  the  alliance : — 

Melbourne,  loth  September,  1904. 
To  the  Hon.  Secretary, 

Federal  Labour  Party. 
Dear  Sir, 

As  I  shall  be  unable  to  be  present  at  the  meet- 
ing on  Wednesday,  I  desire  to  enter  my  protest 
in  writing,  against  the  alliance  which  has  been 
entered  into  with  a  section  ol  so-called  Liberals. 

A  few  weeks  ago,  our  party  carried  unanimously 
a  refusal  to  entertain  an  alliance  of  a  similar 
kind.  None  of  the  majority  of  the  Labour  Party, 
who  have  since  voted  for  the  present  alliance, 
have  shown  any  justification  for  this  remarkable 
change  of  front. 

As  one  of  the  minority,  I  contend  that  no  ma- 
jority, however  large,  has  any  right  or  power  to 
force  upon  a  tingle  dissentient  such  a  serious  inno- 
vation, for  which  bo  authority  exists  either  in  the 
platform  or  in  any  resolutions  of  Conference. 

In  any  case,  such  a  new  departure  in  policy 
should  not  have  been  made  until  the  labour  or- 
ganizations and  labour  electors  of  the  Common* 
wealth  had  been  placed  in  possession  of  the  pro- 
posals, and  had  been  given  reasonable  time  to 
consider  them. 

It  has  been  a  very  general  conviction,  even 
outside  labour  ranks,  that  our  movement  contained 
within  itself  elements  of  popularity  which,  in 
conjunction  with  the  democratic  Federal  Consti- 
tution, assured  ultimate  success.  We  have  aj- 
ready  arrived  within  easy  reach  of  a  straight  out 
labour  majority,  and  the  movement  should  not  at 
this  juncture  have  been  practically  placed  in  the 
hands  of  a  few  outsiders,  some  01  whom  have 
been  amongst  the  bitterest  critics  and  traducers 
of  labour  men  and  labour  methods. 

Therefore,  holding,  as  I  do,  that  the  action  of 
the  majority  of  the  Federal  Labour  Party  in  en- 
tering into' this  alliance  is  hasty,  unauthorized, 
and  contrary  to  the  interests  of  the  labour  move- 
ment, I  entirely  repudiate  the  said  action,  and 
refuse  allegiance  to  the  Liberal -Labour  alliance, 
or  any  section  of  it  as  such. 

Finally,  as  the  affairs  of  labour,  in  connexion 
with  Federal  politics  have  reached  a  stage  when 
further  public  silence  would  only  facilitate  the 
ruin  of  the  movement,  I  propose  to  public  this 

Protest,  and  also  hold  myself  free  to  take  any 
urther  action  which  the  interests  of  the  labour 
movement  may  require. 
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Mr.  Johnson. — proper  and  indepen- 
dent stand  to  take. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^At  any  rate  it  throws  a  great 
deal  of  daylight  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  FOWLER.— I  xaay  be  charged  with 
playing  into  the  hands  of  my  politi^  oppo- 
nents. Necessarily  I  must  abide  by  such 
a  charge;  but  I  feel  sure  that  those  who 
have  the  interests  of  the  labour  movesnent 
at  heart  will  acquit  me  of  any  such  inten- 
tion, and  will  recognise  with  me  the  neces- 
sity for  plain  speaking  at  a  serious  crisis 
like  the  present. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Hear,  hear.  We  can 
appreciate  honesty  on  any  side. 

Mr.  FOWLER— I  feel  sure  that  in  do- 
ing this  I  am  performing  a  duty  vUch  I 
owe  to  the  labour  movement,  and  as  I  have 
already  indicated,  I  intend  to  consciaitiously 
carry  out  the  policy  which  I  have  de- 
liberately adopted,  and  by  every  means  in 
my  power  prevent  even  the  appearance  of 
an  alliance  which,  I  am  sure,  is  fraught 
with  no  good  to  the  movement  in  which  I 
am  interested.  As  regards  the  charge  that 
I  am-  a  free-trader  first,  and  a  labour  man 
afterwards,  I  have  yet  another  indication 
to  show  that  the  charge  is  false.  The 
honwable  and  learned  member  for  Indi  has 
placed  on  the  business  paper  a  notice  of 
moti<xi  proposing  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
missifHi  to  investigate  the  fiscal  issue.  I 
am  willing  to  vote  for  that  motion,  and  I 
go  even  further.  I  tell  the  honorable  and 
learned  member,  the  House,  and  the  coun- 
try, that  if  the  investigaticHis  of  the  Com- 
mission show  that  any  particular  trade  is 
not  parasitical,  that  it  is  not  living  <»i  others, 
and  that  the  workers  in  it  are  being  unduly 
exploited  by  outside  conpetition,  and  par- 
ticularly by  cheap  labour,  I  shall  concede 
to  it  and  to  them  the  utmost  protectim  re- 
quired. 

Mr.  Page.— Will  thd  Prime  Minister  in- 
dorse that? 

Mr.  Reid. — I  think  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Perth  will  exercise  his  judg- 
ment  wisely  on  the  facts,  and  I,  like  hin\ 
shall  look  at  the  facts. 

Mr.  FOWLER.— I  think  that  I  have 
shown  conclusively  that  the  fiscal  issue  plays 
no  part  in  my  objection  to  the  proposed 
alliance. 

^^r.  Reid. — Has  the  honorable  member 
pledged  himself  to  a  revision  of  the  Tariff 
in  a  protectionist  sense,  before  the  Com- 
mission is  appointed? 

Mr.  FOWLER— Certainly  not.  I  have 
pledged  myself  to  a  very  definite  line  of 


actioin,  and  I  am  piepared  to  carry  otit 
that  pledige.     I  have  mentioned  the  matter 
as  proof  of  my  bona  fides  in  ccxmexion  vith 
my  objection  to  an  alliance  which  appears 
to  me  to  be  contrary  to  both  the  policy  and 
tha  principles  of  the  ^aboun  mOTennis 
and  especially  of  the  Federal  labour  move- 
ment.    X  am  willing  enough  to  admit  that 
in  oxmcation  with  State  politics,  allianois 
of  the  kind  suggested  may  be  necessarr, 
and  even  desirable.    In  some  of  the  Sir:^ 
the  labour  movement  is  confronted  with 
what  are  at  present   insurmountable  o!>- 
stacles,  and  as  the  movement  must  progie.'s, 
if  it  cannot  get  over  the  obstacles,  it  is  per- 
fectly legitimate  and  proper  to  go  rcHmd 
them.    If  the  members  of  a  State  Labour 
Party  find  others,  like  themselves,  anxious 
to  get  round  a  particular  obstade  which 
they  cannot  surmount,   I  think  that  ther 
will  be  acting  wisdy  in  uniting  their  force; 
so  that  each  may  arrive  at  their  ocnnmon 
goal,  and,  having  got  there,  proceed  od 
their  several  ways.      But  in  Federal  po- 
litics there  is  no  need  for  any  alliarxre  of 
the  kind.    We  have  an  absolutelv  demo 
cratic  franchise,  and  a  Constitution  nhidi, 
if  not  absolutely  democratic,  at  least  cives 
us  two  Houses  which  are  thoroughly  amoi- 
able  to  popular  influence.     With  rhbii  con- 
ditions we  have  the  entire  basis  of  any  sc- 
tion  whidi  a  Labour  Party  ought  to  take. 
We  are,  under  these  circumstances,  in  a 
position  to  win  our  way  rapidly,  so  long 
as  we  adhere  strictly  to  our  principles.  I 
take  it  that  even  at  the  present  time  we 
are  well  within  reach   of   that   state  of 
affairs  which  has  been  so  anxiously  hoped 
for  and  worked  for — a  straight-out  labour 
majoiity  in  the  Federal  Parliament.  It 
appears  to  me  nothing  short  of  fatuousness 
for  the  party  to  suddenly  swerve  at  tMs 
particular  juncture  from  the  well  defined 
policy,  enunciated  time  and  again  by  ibe 
leading  members  of  the  party  in  this  House, 
and  in  another  place,  that  there  should  be 
no  alliaiKe.    It  is  to  me  iixxxnprehoisible 
that  in  view  of  those  statements,  which  hare 
been  repeatedly  made,  and  in  view  of  the 
success  which  we  all  hope  to  attain  within 
a  very  short  space  of  time,  we  should  join 
hands  with  a  few  gentlemen  who,  however 
amiably,  are  by  no  means  goinK  our  wav. 
So  far  as  the  motion  is  concerned  I  am  quite 
lat  one  wSth  the  hmorable  member  for 
Bland,  in  my  desire  to  fight  Omservatian. 
I  have  always  opposed  Conservatism,  and 
from  the  time  I  was  aUe  to  fcsm  anytbiiv 
lilce  an  opinion  npoi  pt^itical  matters  my 
moital  trend  has  been  in  the  direction  <i 
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Sodalism.  I  am  not  afnid  of  the  anti- 
socialirtic  agitation.  On  the  very  first  plat- 
form I  occupied,  when  I  entered  upon  the 
Federal  campaign,  I  avowed  myself  a 
Socialist,  and  I  have  never  concealed  the 
fact  that  I  believe  in  Socialism.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  have  dcnie  all  in  my  power 
to  advance  that  mm-«nent,  which,  I  believe, 
makes  for  the  betterment  and  happiness  of 
mankind  in  gaeral. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  is  the  honor- 
able member's  particnlar  brand  of  Social- 
ism? 

Mr.  FOWLER.— I  can  readily  see  that 
it  is  something  different  from  that  of  the 
honorable  member,  which  has  been  so  much 
refined  away  that  a  microscope  would  have 
to  be  used  to  discover  it.  In  Western  Aus- 
tralia we  are  not  afraid  of  Socialism.  Even 
the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan,  who, 
in  theory,  is  violently  opposed  to  Socialism, 
is,  like  many  other  good  men,  better  than 
his  wwds^  and  has  beini  a  zealous  wwker  in 
the  cause,  with  the  very  happiest  results  to 
the  State.  Take,  for  instance,  the  iCool- 
gardie  waterwoiks  scheme,  whidi  fcmns  a 
notable  instance  of  the  success  of  Socialism, 
and  redounds  to  the  honour  and  credit  of 
the  right  honorable  gentleman.  The  suc- 
cess which  has  attended  that  undertaking 
has  caused  a  later  Premier  of  Wi^stem  Aus- 
tralia Xo  emulate  the  right  hcmorablc  gentle- 
man in  giving  the  State  still  fturther  mstaN 
ments  of  Socialism.  We  now  have  State 
mining  batteries  and  a  State  hotel,  and  I 
believe  that  it  is  intoided  to  increase  the 
number  of  hotels.  Both  the  batteries  and 
the  hotel  have  been  conducted  widb  unquali* 
fied  success. 

Mr.  Rmd. — That  is  a;  better  kind  Of 
Socialism.  I  can  understand  that  hotel — 
equal  shares  in  the  cellar. 

Mr.  KOWLER.^The  Prime  Ministet 
was,  I  think,  particularly  unfortunate  in  the 
remark  he  made  a  few  nights  ago  with  re- 
gard to  certain  kinds  of  Socialism.  He  said 
that  he  believed  in  Socialism  that  was  ap- 
plied in  a  business-like  way.  There  is  no 
sudi  thing  as  genuine  Socialism  that  is  not 
applied  in  that  manner.  No  wild,  chimeri- 
cal propositim  can  easily  be  branded  as  a 
socialistic  sdione.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
Socialism  means  the  bringing  down  of  a 
wwkable  proposal  to  a  definite  business-like 
basis.  We  have  advanced  far  beyond  the 
region  of  Utopianism,  and  Socialism,  if 
anything,  is  eminently  practicable.  If  any  so- 
called  socialistic  scheme  could  not  succeed 
in  a  business-like  fashion,  I  am  certain  that 
most  believers  In  the  principle  would  drop 


it.  Let  me  refer  to  a  most  striking  instance 
of  the  application  of  the  principle  of  Sodal- 
ism, in  connebDon  with  mimicipal  institu- 
tions. It  is  in  the  domain  of  municipal 
action  that  Socialism — at  least  in  English- 
speaking  communities — has  achieved  its 
greatest  degree  of  success.  I  can  remember 
that,  when  I  was  a  young  man  in  Glasgow, 
every  now  and  then  there  was  an  outbreak 
of  indignation  in  connexion  with  the  way  the 
tramway  system  was  being  conducted.  The 
employes  were  worked  for  bri^tally  long 
hours,  they  received  shamefully  low  wages, 
the  public  were  badly  served,  and  appa- 
lently  the  (»ily  people  who  derived  any  bene- 
fit were  the  shareholders  in  the  company. 
At  last  the  Glasgow  municipality  took 
over  the  system.  Within  the  first  six  months 
they  reduced  the  working  hours  of  the  em- 
ployes very  considerably,  and  increased 
their  pay ;  they  reduced  the  fares  by  exactly 
one-half,  and  at  the  end  of  the  six  months 
they  had  several  thousands  of  pounds  to  the 
good,  which  went  into  the  public  Trea- 
sury. From  that  day  on  to  the  piesent 
time,  the  system  has  been  conferring  greater 
advantages  on  the  public,  and  has  been  con- 
tributing more  largely  to  the  municipal 
treasury.  I  think  that  at  present  a  clear 
profit  of  ;£8o,ooo  per  annum  is  being  made. 

Mr.  Reid. — Does  the  manager  of  the 
trams  receive  no  larger  salary  than  the  men 
who  clean  out  the  cars  ?  ' 

Mr.  FOWLER. — That  tramway  system  is 
managed  upon  business  lines,  and  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  has  not  acquired  a 
knowledge  of  even  the  A  B  C  of  Socialism, 
if  he  pretends  that  the  hundjiest  worker  and 
the  business  manager  of  a  scheme  of  that 
kind  receive  the  same  remimeration. 

Mr.  WxLKS. — It  depends  upon  the  brand 
of  Socialism  of  which  the  htuiorable  mem- 
ber is  talking. 

Mr.  Hughes. — The  honorable  member 
might  as  well  talk  about  a  particular  brand 
of  private  enterprise. 

Mr.  FOWLER. — Socialistic  schemes,  in 
order  to  omfer  advantage  on  the  community, 
must  be  worked  on  business  lines  and  ability, 
and  brains  must  be  paid  for ;  and  for  the 
right  honorable  gentlonan  to  talk  as  he  does 
about  Socialinn  is  to  altogether  mislead  the 
people  as  to  its  meaning.  I  am  surprised 
that  he  did  not  devote  some  attention  to 
the  well-worn  topics  of  confiscation  and  free 
love.  These  matters  are  often  hurled  in 
the  teeth  of  Socialists,  and  although  they 
have  been  proved  to  be  utterly  inapplicable, 
I  suppose  that  honorable  members  will  con- 
tinue to  drag  them  forth  f<M:  some  time  to 
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come.    I  have  indicated  my  belief  in  So- 
cialism. I  believe  that  the  labour  movement 
is  essentially  socialistic,  and  that  it  has  no 
meaning  if  Socialism  is  not  its  basis.   I  wel- 
come the  new  line  of  cleavage  which  is  divid- 
ing political  parties  in  the  Commonwealth. 
We  have,  on  the  one  side,  those  who  call 
themselves  individualists,  but  who  are  in 
reality  Socialists  of  a  kind — Socialists  who 
believe  only  in  that  Socialism  that  will  oper- 
ate to  their  own  particular  benefit,  or  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  class  to  which  they  belong. 
The  Socialism  of  those  connected  with  the 
Labour  Party  must  be  applied  all  round 
for  the  c(snmon  benefit   That  is  the  form 
of  Socialism  which  X  indorse,  and  for 
which  I  belie\*e  the  labour  movement  stands. 
It  is  because  I  see  this  new  line  of  cleav- 
age between  the  so-called  individualists  upon 
the  one  hand,   and  the  socialists  on  the 
other,  that  I  deplore  exceedingly  the  posi- 
tion which  has  been  taken  up  by  a,  majority 
of  members  of  the  Labour  Party.  It 
seems  to  me  that  in  a  very  short  time  the 
trend  of  events  would  have  driven  into  our 
ranks  those  who  believe  with  us  politically, 
and  would  have  compelled  those  who  do  not 
believe  with  us  to  have  joined  the  ranks 
the  opposite  side.   That  is  a  consummation 
for  which  I  have  wished  and  fought  in  my 
own  way.    It  seems  to  me  that  a  magni- 
ficent opportimity  has  been  missed,  or  al- 
most missed,  by  the  leaders  of  the  labour 
movement   by  neglecting  to  adopt  the  at- 
titude of  welcoming  to  the  ranks  of  thfe 
Labour  Party  those  who  are  willing  to  joii> 
us,  and  of  saying  to  those  who  refuse  to  do 
so,  "  If  you  are  not  with  us,  you  must  be 
against  us."   The  door  of  admission  to  the 
labour  movement  is  still  wide  open,  so  thait 
anybody  who  cares  to  do  so  may  enter. 
For  us  to  leave  our  entrenchments,  to  ad- 
vanoe  into  the  open,  and  to  welcome  those 
who  will  not  come  to  us,  leaving  our  dis- 
tinctive weapons  behind  us,  is  to  take  a 
step   which  I  venture  to  believe   is  very 
dangerous  to  the  movement  indeed.  One 
inevitable  result  of  the  suggested  alliance 
will  be  to  make  the  Labour  Partv  moderate. 
I  believe  that  I  have  been  branded  in  some 
of  the  newspapers  as  a  moderate  labour 
member,  and  with  being  almost  conserva- 
tive in  instincts.    But  I  repudiate  emphati- 
cally  any  suggestion  that  "  moderation  " 
ought  to  be  the  watchword  of  the  labour 
movement.      When   the   leaders  of  that 
movement  are  praised  for  their  moderation, 
the  friends  of  labour  will    regard  them 
with    suspicion.      I    say,    therefore,  that 
those    who    are    charged     to    a  lai^ 
Mr.  Fowler. 


extent  with  the  responsibility  of  formulating 
a  policy  for  the  labour  movement  ou^t  to 
be  very  careful  indeed  when  they  find  them- 
selves commraded   for   their  moderation. 
The  labour  movement  is  undoubtedly  upwi 
its  trial  at  the  present  time.  Those  who  ask 
us  to  be  moderate  will  never  give  us  a  vote. 
Are  those  who  believe  in  us  as  a  party  whidi 
will  do  honest  work  for  the  benefit  of  the 
masses  likely  to  praise  us  for  our  modera- 
tion, when,  that  moderation  means  leaving 
them  in  the  siough  in  which  they  are  wal- 
lc(wing  at  the  present  time  ?  Is  it  not  a  fact 
that  the  great  enemy  which  we  have  to  fight 
is  lack  of  faith  in  the  bona  fides  of  the 
labour  movement  on  the  part  of  the  masses 
of  the  community  ?  Is  not  the  trouble  which 
we  frequently  experience  with   our  own 
people  a  more  or  less  indefinite  suspicion 
that  we  are  merely  self-seekers — that  we 
only  desire  to  develop  the  Labour  Party  f« 
our  own  good.      If   we  in   our  modera- 
tion do  nothing   which  will   be  of  any 
particular  advantage  to  those  who  send  us 
here,  I  claim  that  that  suspicion  will  be 
justified,  and  a  very  short  shrift  will  be 
given  to  the  labour  nxn-ement  by  a  majorirr 
of  the  community.   We  are  told  by  wav  of 
justification  for  this  alliance  that  the  Labour 
Party  remains  unchanged,  that  its  prin- 
ciples are  unaltered,  and  that  there  has  been 
no  departure  from  the  old  positicm.  So 
far  as  the  distinctive  planks  of  the  labour 
platform  are  concerned,  I    say    that  the 
hatchet  of  the  trimmer  is  very  much  in  evi- 
dence indeed    I  contend  that  in  this  re- 
spect no  parliamentary  party  has  a  right 
to  allow  any  of  the  planks  of  the  platfonn 
which  has  been  formulated  by  the  various 
organizations  in  congress   to'  be  whittled 
away  in  the  least  degree;    They  have  been 
carefully  considered,  they   are  essentially 
workable,  and   when  we   find  significant 
modifications  introduced  into  them  as  the 
basis  of  this  alliance,  what  can  we  conclude 
but  that  those  charged  with  responsibility 
ha\'e  to  some  extent  forgotten  the  duty  whirh 
they  owe  to  the  electors  who  sent  thm 
here  ?   During  the  course  of  a  recent  speech 
one  honorable  member  objected  that  the 
Government  were  solid  on  the  Trade  Marks 
Bill.    I  am  very  much  afraid  that  this 
alleged  alliance  is  not  even  solid  upoi  that 
measure.    I  feel  sure  that  there  are  some 
members  of  the  alliance  who  will  not  be 
able  to  see  eye  for  eye  with  members  of 
the  Labour  Party  upon  the  very  important 
proposal  submitted  by  Senator  Pearce  in 
another  place  in  reference  to  registering  a 
trade  union  brand.     Similarly,  in  regard 
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to  athcx  matters,  very  radical  alterations 
indeed  have  been  made.  One  of  the  dis- 
tinctive planks  of  the  labour  platform,  which 
I  believe  every  member  of  the  party  regards 
as  very  important,  and  one  that  has  the 
enthusiaftic  support  of  every  man  who  votes 
for  a  labour  representative,  is  that  of  old- 
age  pensitms.  It  stands  in  our  platform 
in  that  form — "old-age  pensicms  " — no 
more,  no  less.  Those  words  are  all-suffi- 
cient—definite enough  for  anybody.  What 
is  the  position  when  we  come  to  consider 
the  basis  of  the  alliance?  There  I  find 
that  the  old-age  poisunis  proposal  has  some- 
thing tacked  on  to  it  of  a  very  significant 
character  indeed.  In  the  alliance  pro- 
gramme it  reads — 

Old-age  pensions  on  a  basis  fair  and  equitable 
to  the  several  States  and  to  individuals. 

I  ask  any  member  of  the  Labour  Party 
what  that  means.  Is  there  a  single  membtar 
of  the  party  who  can  explain  that  additicm 
to  the  plank  as  it  originally  stood? 

Mr.  Frazer. — The  honorable  member 
does  not  desire  a  scheme  for  old-age  pen- 
sions upcxi  an  inequitable  basis? 

Mr.  FOWLER.— We  did  not  propose  to 
establish  an  old-age  pension  scheme  upon 
an  inequitable  basis,  but  I  say  that  when 
qualifying  words  are  introduced  in  a  par- 
ticular way  we  must  endeavour  to  discover 
the  reason  for  their  introduction.  That 
reason  does  not  exist  within  the  ranks  of 
the  labour  movement.    It  will  probably  be 
found  to  arise  from  the  fear  in  the  minds 
of  our  alleged  allies  that  additional  taxa- 
tion   will    requite    to    be    levied  to 
give  effect  to  a  proposal  of   that  kind. 
As  a  result,  it  will  probably  be  found  to 
supply  an  easy  hole  through  which  any 
member  of  the  alliance  can  crawl  who  is 
charged  with  attempting  to  saddle  a  certain 
portion  of  the  community  wiA  taxation 
wl^ch  he  thinks  it  ought  not  to  bear. 
That  is  the  only  meaning  of  it.      It  has 
really  no  meaning  whatever  to  any  member 
of  the  Labour  Party ;  it  has  no  relevance  to 
any  action  that  we  have  taken  or  have  pro- 
posed to  take,  and  it  certainly  does  not  stand 
i-n  the  agreement  at  the  instance  of  any 
member  of    the  party.     I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  hcmorable  and  learned  member 
for  Indi  can  give  us  some  explanation  of 
this  clause,  and  I  challenge  him  to  indicate 
to  us  what  is  his  particular  proposal  in  re- 
gard to  old-age  pensions. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — He  is  sound. 
Mr.  FOWLER.— The  alteration  was  not 
made  at  the  instance  of  any  member  of  the 
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Labour  Party,  so  that  it  must  have  been 
made  at  the  instigatitxi  of  our  allies;  and 

as  the  honorable  and  learned  member  has 
taken  a  leading  part  in  the  formulation  of 
these  proposals,  I  take  it  that  it  is  his  duty 
to  intimate  to  members  of  the  Labour  Party, 
and  to  labour  electors  generally,  what  is 
meant  by  this  very  interesting  development 
of  the  three  words,  "old-age  pensions,"  tha^ 
comprise  a  plank  in  the  fighting  platform  of 
the  Federal  Labour  Party.  I  come  to  an- 
other distinctive  plank  of  the  platfom^  and 
thai  is  the  "national  izaticHi  of  monopolies.'' 
It  is  a  peculiarly  socialistic  proposal,  which, 
while  receiving  some  support  outside  our 
ranks,  is  essentially  a  labour  proposition. 
The  honorable  member  for  Boothby  has 
placed  on  the  notice-paper  a  notice  of 
motion  which  reads  as  follows :  — 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  a  Royal 
Commission  should  be  at  once  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  and  report  upon — 

(1)  The  present  position  of  the  tobacco  trade  in 

relation  to  the  production,  manufacture, 
and  distribution  of  tobacxo. 

(2)  The  extent  to  which  it  is  controlled  by  a 
moaopolistic  combination. 

(3)  The  best  method  of  regulating  that  trade, 

whether  by  nationalization,  or  by  anti-trust 
legislation,  or  otherwise. 

It  is  to  be  naticmalized,  if  Parliament  de- 
cides that  it  is  aq>edient  to  do  so;  but  the 
honorable  member  suggests  the  regulation  of 
the  trade  as  a  possible  devel(^ment  of  th& 
work  of  the  Royal  Commission.  A  littl& 
while  ago,  in  another  place.  Senator  Pearce 
proposed,  and  succeteded  in  carrying,  the 
following  motion :  — 

r.  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Senate,  in  order 
to  provide  the  necessary  money  for  the  payment 
of  old-age  pensions,  and  for  other  purposes,  the- 
Commonwealth  Government  should  undertake  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  tobacco,  cigars,  and  ciga- 
rettes. 

3.  That  the  foregoing  resolution  be  referred  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  with  a  message  re- 
questing their  coacurrence  therein. 

3.  That  a  Select  Committee,  consisting  of  six 
members  of  the  Senate  and  the  mover,  be  ap- 

fiointed,  with  power  to  sit  and  confer  with  a  simi- 
ar  number  01  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to  inquire  into  and  report  on  the  best 
method  of  carrying  the  foregoing  resolution  into 
effect. 

That  resolution  contains  no  suggestion  that 
the  trade  should  be  regulated.  It  is  a 
frank  proposal  that  it  shall  be  nationalized, 
and  it  was  carried  in  another  place.  In 
these  circumstances,  an  honorable  member 
of  the  Labour  Party  who  comes  down 
to  this  House  with  such  a  motion, 
as  that  of  which  notice  has  been  given 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Boothby, 
takes  a  distinctively  retrogr^^ye  step,  and 
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one  whidi  is  not  in  ccmfonnity  with  our 
present  platfonn.     Then,  with  regard  to 

the  Concili^Mcm  and  Arbitrati<m  Bill,  I  wish 
to  know  how  far  our  allies  will  assist  us  to 
put  back  some  of  the  essential  features  of 
the  measure  that  were  accidentally  omitted 
while  the  Labour  Go^-ernment  was  in  power. 

Mr.    Kennedy. — The  honorable  member 
found  out  on  the  recommittal  of  clause  6a  ; 
how  far  they  would  ga 

Mr.  FOWLER.— But  I  wish  to  know 
what  assistance  we  are  going  to  receive  in 
this  diiecticm  from  our  allies. 

Mr.  McCay. — The  alliance  programme 
will  show  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  FOWLER.— These  are  three  im- 
portant matters  upon  which  I  desire  some 
information,  but  in  regard  to  which  no 
particulars  have  as  yet  been  supplied.  I 
take  it  that  the  labour  electors  throughout 
the  Commonwealth  are  entitled  to  have 
this  information,  and  in  the  long  run  it 
will  either  have  to  be  supplied  to  them  in  a 
satisfactory  form,  or  they  will  treat  the 
alliance  in  a  very  unceremonious  iray.  The 
fact  of  the  matter  is,  that  if  the  LalxHir 
Party,  with  the  assistance  of  its  allies,  gains 
possession  of  the  Treasury  bench,  we  shall 
be  able  to  hope  for  only  the  mildest  milk- 
and-water  legislation,  -such  as  almost  any 
party  could  give  the  country. 

Mr.  Lonsdale. — But  the  LaBour  Party 
will  obtain  protection. 

Mr.  FOWLER.— I  have  already  indi- 
cated the  position  that  I  shall  take  up  on 
the  fiscal  issue,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is 
.lecessarv  for  me  to  deal  with  that  interjec- 
tion. I  hold  that  the  labour  electors  will 
r.ot  gain  from  this  alliance  anything  that 
could  iK)t  be  obtained  practically  from  al- 
most any  other  section  of  the  House.  The 
labour  movement  was  brought  into  exist- 
ence, and  continues  to  exist,  because  it  goes 
further  than  mere  Liberalism  has  yet  sug- 
gested in  remedying  those  social  and 
economic  evils  under  which  the  workers 
suffer  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — The  Labour  Party  will 
not  get  from  their  allies  the  declared  war 
against  labour  that  has  been  announced 
by  the  other  side. 
"  Mr.  FOWLER. — Perhaps  not,  but  even 
a  declared  war  from  straight-out  op- 
ponents is  better  for  the  labour  movement 
than  is  assistance  from  those  who  will  not 
enter  our  ranks,  but  carefully  remain  aloof, 
as  if  they  would  be  contaminated  by  asso- 
ciation with  us. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — That  is  not  the  general 
opinion  of  the  Labour  Party. 


Mr.  RoBiNSW. — It  is  a  very  sensible 
one. 

Mr.  Sydney  Sioth. — It  is  the  general 
opinion  of  labour  supporters  outnde. 
Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order ! 
Mr.  FOWLER- -There  is  another  as- 
pect of  this  agreemoit  to  which  I  take  \tri 
strong  exception.     I  refer  to  the  promise 
>  of  immunity  frran  oppositicMt  which  the 
Labour  Party  has  given  our  so-called  alliei. 
No  parliamentary  party,  «  aectim  of  i 
parliamentary  party,  has  any  right  to  com- 
mit labour  organizations  to  a  pledge  of  tbit 
kind.     I  fed  sure  that  the  labcwr  organ- 
izatims  will  resrat  it 

Mr.  Mauges. — ^Most  of  them  hai-e  agreed 
to  it. 

Mr.  FOWLER.— Most  of  them  ha«  noi 
done  so,  and  I  feel  sure  that  as  soon  i% 
they  realize  the  situation,  they  will  pri> 
test,  even  more  strongly  than  they  have 
done.  The  labour  organization,  as  I  Y.ixt 
already  indicated*  is  open  to  any  oie  who 
diooses  to  enter  it,  to  secure  the  beoeSt  of 
it,  to  get  the  rathusiastic  assistance  of  diose 
who  support  us  in  the  wwk  iriiidi  we  baft 
at  heart.  But  we  have  gentlemen  com- 
ing along  now,  who  tefuae  to  enter  the 
movement,  who  will  stand  at  the  next  dec- 
tioD— or  who  are  expecting  that  they  vill 
stand  at  the  n^  election — on  a  libenl 
platform,  but  who  will  gain  as  many  ad- 
vantages from  labour  organizaticms  as 
if  they  were  right  within  the  ranks.  I 
say  at  once  that,  if  they  are  expec^g  anv 
material  assistance  from  the  labour  oignu- 
zations  oi  that  basis,  their  expectitfioni  aie 
do(»ned  to  failure.  Our  organizatioof 
exist  for  the  furtherance  of  the  labour  move- 
ment, for  the  increasing  of  our  memben 
within  our  own  ranks,  and  not  for  tbeoea- 
tim  of  an  outade  party,  wUdi  will  odr 
lead  to  amfusion,  and  will  ultimatdy  sen- 
ously  damage  the  prospects  of  the  mo^ 
ment.  We  have  always  regarded  those 
gentlemen  who  profess  themselves  labour 
men  in  all  respects,  except  that  they  dedine 
to  take  the  pledge,  as  the  most  dangenxu 
enemies  to  our  movement  that  we  have.  We 
have  justification  for  that  attitude  in  view 
of  the  significant  denunciatitnis  of  the  Uhcwr 
movenent  and  labour  principles  when  tbeir 
own  particular  political  interests  lequind 
them  to  take  that  course.  Bat  tbcT 
are  no  friends  who  would  assist  us  ooh 
in  fair  weather  conditions.  We 
men  who  will  stick  to  us  when  the 
storm  is  raging.  Who  will  gi«  ^ 
their  assistance  through  difficult  arid 
critical  situations.     And  we  have  fooM 
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from  experience  that  we  cannot  depend  on 
any  to  do  that  for  us,  unless  they  are  regu- 
larly constituted  members  of  our  ranks.  I 
hope  it  will  be  understood  that,  in  making 
those  remarks  in  o(»inexion  with  our  alleged 
allies,  I  make  no  criticism  of  a  good  deal 
of  tt»  excellent  work  they  have  done.  I 
recognise  that,  in  many  respects,  their 
c^inions  are  identical  with  my  own.  But 
the  weighty  factor  in  the  situation  is,  as  1 
have  ^eady  indicated,  the  fact  that  they 
still  remain  outside  the  labour  movement, 
and  that  midoubtedly  they  have  denouiKxd 
labour  methods,  labour  principles,  and 
labour  men  in  a  way  that,  I  think,  ought  to 
entitle  us  to  expect  some  expressions  of  re- 
gret with  regard  to  those  statements  before 
they  profess  to  be  our  friends.  We  have 
the  hwiorable  member  for  Melbourne  Ports, 
who  is  reported  in  the  Melbourne  Age  as 
denouncing  the  Political  Labour  Council  as 
"not  (xily  a  failuie;  it  is  an  absolute 
fraud." 

Mr.  Maugeil— Not  the  Council.  Nothing 
of  the  kind. 

Mr.  FOWLEIL — I  am  surprised  that  any- 
thing  which  appears  in  the  Age  should  be 
repudiated  by  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  Maugek. — I  denounced  the  political 
methods. 

Mr.  FOWLER.— I  .shall  be  glad  to  hear 
the  honorable  member's  correclion  to 
what  he  did  say,  because  a  charge  of  that 
kind  is  one  that  ought  to  stand  in  the 
war  .of  any  one  who  professes  to  come  and 
join  us  in  this  form  of  alliance.  Then, 
again,  we  have  the  hon<wable  member  for 
Bourke  referring  to  the  Labour  Party  in 
this  way — 

To  bave  the  Labour  Party  in  power  would  be 
as  bad  as  lettiDg  loose  the  animalt  ia  the  Zoolo- 
gical Gardens. 

That  kind  of  criticism  ought,  I  think,  in 
coimnon  decency,  to  be  repudiated  and  re- 
gretted by  tliose  friends  of  ours  who  are 
now  so  anxious  to  assist  us.  I  say  that 
in  the  absence  of  any  repudiation,  we 
must  regard  them  as  still  holding  those 
criticisms  as  justified ;  and  if  they  still 
hold  them,  I  do  not  see  how  it  is  possible 
for  an  alliance  of  any  kind  to  be  patched 
up  on  any  basis.  I  am  quite  sure  that 
so  far  as  this  alliance  is  amcemed,  the  La- 
bour Party  will  not  take  it  in  earnest,  ex- 
cept to  repudiate  it  in  the  most  emphatic 
way  possible.  I  think  there  is  both  safety 
and  wisdcMn  in  numbers,  that  in  this  re- 
spect the  instincts  of  the  vast  majority  nf 
the  labour  electors  will  lead  them  right, 
8e  2 


and  that  no  temporary  aberration  on  the 
part  of  any  portion  of  the  party  will  havt 
any  influence  upon  their  actions.  If  I 
thought  that  this  alliance  was  likely  to  be 
as  successful  as  some  of  those  who  have 
sought  it  thought  it  would  be,  I  am  not 
sure  that  I  should  not  have  taken  the  ex- 
treme step  of  voting  against  any  action  diat 
would  place  the  allies  on  the  benches  op- 
posite. 

Mr.  Watkins. — I  am  not  sure  that  tht: 
honorable  member  ought  not  to  vote  that 
way  now. 

Mr.  FOWLER.— That  is  a  matter  thar 
I  have  the  deciding  of  for  myself.  So 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  feel  so  strongly 
on  this  matter  that  if  the  labour  organiza- 
tions and  the  labour  electors  had  not  ap- 
peared to  be  sufficiently  seized  of  the  impor- 
tance of  the  crisis,  t  should  have  voted  to 
give  them  a  further  oppoitunity  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  circumstances  before  tliey 
were  cmnmitted  irrevocably  to  the  utions 
of  the  so-called  alliance.  But,  sir,  I  believe 
that  a  very  unpleasant  step  of  diat 
kind  on  my  part  is  not  necessary. 
I  believe  that  this  alliance  is  a  mere  pre- 
tence and  no  more — that  is  has  never  btel 
any  sound  basis.  The  electors  are  likely 
to  deal  with  the  alliance,  if  there  should 
be  an  election,  in  a  way  that  I  am  certain 
will  make  it  impossible  for  it  to  exist  in 
the  next  Parliament  It  is  not  to  my  mind 
an  arrangement  of  whidi  any  labour  man 
has  any  reason  to  be  proud.  I  have  ex- 
ceedingly regretted  the  alliance,  and  have 
opposed  it,  and  will  continue  to  oppose  it 
In  doing  that,  I  believe  that  I  am  fulfilling 
a  duty  I  owe  to  the  electors  who  sent  me 
here,  and  to  the  labour  electors  of  the  Com- 
monwealth generally.  As  I  have  already 
said,  I  am  entirely  opposed  to  the  coalition 
which  sits  on  the  Treasury  bench.  I  shall 
vote  in  support  of  the  moticm  submitted  by: 
the  leader  of  the  Opposititm,  because  I 
have  no  desire  to  see  the  present  Govern- 
ment in  power  any  longer  than  I  can  bel'p^ 
I  am  certain  that  if  the  labour  organiza- 
tions, and  labour  electors  are  true  to  their 
own  best  interests,  the  result  of  the  elec- 
tion will  be  a  straight-out  labour  ma- 
jority in  possession  of  the  Treasury  bench 
giving  the  labour  electors  of  the  Common- 
wealth and  the  people  generally  that  kind 
of  legislation  for  which  they  are  hungering, 
and  which  they  have  every  reason  to  expect 
from  this  democratic  Parliament 

Mr.  LONSDALE  (New  England).— I 
had  no  intention  to  speak  this  evening,  but 
the  opportunity  has  come  to  me,  and  I 
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must  take  advantage  of  it.  I  realize 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Perth 
at  any  rate,  has  given  the  true  his- 
tory, and  true  view  of  the  alliance  on  the 
other  side.  I  am  quite  certain  that  the  labour 
representatives  themselves  cannot  believe 
that  there  is  absolutely  any  bond  of  union 
between  themselves  and  the  party  with 
which  they  have  formed  an  alliance.  One 
party  is  trying  to  make  use  of  the  other,  and 
both  are  acting  with  the  same  ctesires,  and 
from  the  same  motives.  Whenever  there 
comes  an  election  it  will  be  shown  that  men 
outside  connected  with  the  Labour  Party 
will  not  tolerate  the  kind  of  union  that  has 
apparently  been  entered  into  within  this 
House. 

Mr.  Datid  Thomson. — The  electors  will 
indorse  the  union  right  enough;  (k)  not 
make  any  mistake  I 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— I  am  sure  labour 
men  outside  will  not  indorse  the  union. 

Mr.  Bampord. — The  hcmorable  member 
will  regret  that,  I  have  no  doubt. 

Mr.  LONSDALE. — I  shall  take  my  own 
course,  and  let  other  parties  take  theirs. 
The  idea  of  the  liberal -protectionists,  as 
they  call  themselves,  going  to  the  country 
to  raise  a  fiscal  agitation  is  absolutely  ab- 
surd ;  and  in  their  hearts  they  know  that 
to  be  so.  They  know  that  it  is  only  a 
game  they  are  playing,  and  that  there  is 
no  possibility  of  the  labour  Party  stand- 
ing by  them  in  their  efforts  to  re-open  the 
Tariff  question. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— The  honorable  member 
will  not  help  the  protectionists,  at  any  rate. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— I  shall  not  help  any 
coalition  to  raise  the  fiscal  question.  So 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  shall  stand  by 
the  policy  I  have  always  advocated. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — ^What  is  that — land  taxa- 
tion ? 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— I  shall  stand  by  the 
policy  of  land  taxation,  but  not  in  the  way 
in  which  the  honorable  member  would  like. 
I  ha\-e  been,  and  I  am  still,  a 
land-taxer,  but  I  have  no  desire  to  pile 
on  a  land  tax  without  giving  some  conces- 
sions in  return.  Nobodv  has  ever  found  me 
advocating  an  increase  in  the  burdens  of  the 
men  on  the  land ;  my  desire  is  to  decrease 
those  burdens  by  changing  the  system  of 
taxation  from  that  at  present  adopted.  As 
to  old-age  pensions  being  provided  from  a 
land  tax,  I  am  not  likely  to  give  an  idea 
of  that  kind  any  support,  because  that 
would  simply  mean  an  increased  burden. 

^X^.  Fisher. — Then  the  honorable  mem- 
ber does  not  belie\'e  in  old-age  pensions? 


Mr.  LONSDALE.— I  do,  but  not  in 
that  form.  I  read  with  regret  the 
reports  of  the  speech  delivered  b\ 
the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  West  Sydney  last  night,  in  which 
he  made  charges  against  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter. When  I  first  read  the  speech  I  thoi^t 
there  might  be  some  truth  in  the  charges, 
but  to-night  we  have  the  hcmorable  2nd 
learned  member  admitting  that  they  are 
without  foundation.  It  will  be  adioitted 
by  everybody  that  the  homvable  and  learned 
member  directly  pointed  to  the  Prime  Min- 
ister as  being  the  originator  of  the  prosecu- 
tion in  connexion  with  the  six  potters.  Tbe 
words  of  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber were — 

Six  potters  were  brought  all  tbe  way  from  £ag- 
land  and  landed  in  this  country.    Although  tlm 
are  here,  citizens  of  our  own  flesh  and  blood,  \mt 
of  our  bone,  sinew  of  our  sinew,  under  the  regime 
of  the  light  honorable  gentleman,  initmctioos  lufc 
been  given  to  the  Solicitor-General  of  New  Sootb 
Wales  to  file  against  the  man  who  brought  then  1 
here  an  informatiMi  under  the  section  ^  Ae  Act  ' 
which  did  not  permit  of  the 
in. 

There  we  have  a  distinct  statement  that  the  ' 
Prime  Minister  gave  instructions  for  thii 
information  to  be  filed,  though  it  is  well 
known  that  it  was  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  West  Sydney  who,  as  Minister 
of  External  Affairs,'  took  that  action.  I( 
that  honorable  or  fair?  Is  that  the  kind 
of  fighting  we  should  have  in  this  Parlia- 
ment? If  we  d'l  fight  each  other,  let 
the  fight  be  about  principles,  and  let  our 
weapon  be  truth,  not  falsehood.  The 
honorable  and  learned  member  went  oi 
to  say  that  the  Prime  Minister  pro- 
posed to  deport  the  six  unfortunate 
potters,  though  he  well  knew  that  r.o 
proposal  of  the  kind  was  ever  made  by  the 
right  horrorable  gentleman.  That  is  a 
statement  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber cannot  back  out  of,  because  we  have 
it  here  in  the  report  of  his  speech,  as  cat- 
rected  by  himself.  That  is  the  kind  d 
fighting  we  have  had  right  through  cax  the 
part  of  the  hon(»-al>Ie  and  learned  member 
for  West  Sydney,  and  it  certainly  cannot 
be  described  as  honorable.  In  dealini; 
with  this  matter,  one  may  be  excused 
for  getting  rather  warm  when  we  re- 
member that  thie  honorable  and  kamed 
member  has  recedved  many  kindnesses  fron, 
and  been  supported  time  after  time  b)^  die 
present  bead  of  the  Government 

Mr.  Fishes. — ^We  shall  have  to  find  « 
little  Parliament  in  which  the  New  South 
Wales  representatives  may  be  by  diemsdm. 
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Mr.  LONSDALE.— We  do  not  want  a 
separate  Parliament  for  the  New  South 
Wales  representatives;  all  we  want  is  fair 
play.  The  h(xiorable  and  learned  member 
for  West  Sydney,  after  making  his  speech 
in  the  House  last  night,  went  outside  and 
made  a  different  or  modified  statonent  to 
the  Melbourne  press ;  but  that  was  after  his 
original  remarks  had  been  telegraphed 
throughout  the  States.  If  the  honorable 
and  learned  oiember  has  any  conscience  he 
will  realize  that  he  has  deliberately  done 
the  Prime  Minister  a  wrong.  Another  re- 
ferenoe  to  the  Prime  Minister  has  been  in- 
troduced in  the  course  of  the  debate.  I  do 
not  know  why  ^se  masters  should  }x 
brought  up,  but  the  Opposition  comer  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  (xie  to  which  I  am  about 
to  refer.  There  is  no  doubt  that  these 
references  are  made  for  the  express  purpose 
of,  82  far  as  possible,  discnditing  the 
Prime  Minister  in  Victoria  and  the  other 
States. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  —  It  was  the  gentle 

Crouch. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— Those  who  know  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  fot  Corio, 
and  have  seen  his  amduct,  pay  little  atten* 
tion  to  him. 

Mr.  Fhazee. — What  has  the  honorable 
member  against  the  hOTorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ccnio? 

Mr.  LONSDALE. — I  do  not  want  to  say 
anvthing  in  that  direction,  but  every  one 
must  have  noticed  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  make  a  speech  one  night,  and  the 
next  night  make  a  speech  exactly  opposite — ■ 
saying  he  is  going  to  vote  in  one  directior;, 
arid  the  next  night  voting  directly  op- 
posite. We  have  seen  that  here  re- 
peatedly ;  and  everybody  who  does  that  kind 
of  thing  must  be  a  little  bit  soft,  I  think. 
The  charge  has  been  made  repeatedly 
against  the  present  Prime  Minister  of  mal- 
adminisfration  of  the  finances  of  New  South 
Wales.  I  was  a  member  of  the  State  Par- 
liament of  New  South  Wales  when  the  al- 
leged maladministration  is  supposed  to  have 
taken  place.  The  Treasurer  of  the  Dibbs 
Government,  in  his  last  financial  statement, 
previous  to  the  defeat  in  the  country  of  the 
Government  of  which  he  was  a  member, 
made  use  of  these  words — I  make  this  quo- 
tation, because  I  wish  it  to  be  perfectly  clear 
how  this  difficulty  arose — 

So  far  as  Cfln  now  be  ascertained,  the  deficiency 
IS  about  /t,30o,ooo,  and  I  propose  to  ask  authority 
to  issue  Trensury  Bills  to  cover  this  deficiency. 

The  whole  of  this  trouble  arose  out  of  that 
deficiency.   The  statement  of  the  hoiorable 


member  for  Grafton,  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Dibbs  Government  at  that  time,  must  be 
taken  as  being  correct. 

Mr.  Isaacs.— Are  we  really  concerned  in 
that  matter  ? 

Mr.  LONSDALE.—The  honorable  and 
learned  member  fcff  Indi  is  not  concerned  in 
the  matter.  He  is  concerned  to  let  the  lie 
go  forth,  and  let  the  Prime  Minister  suffer 
under  this  imputation.  That  is  what  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  is  concerned 
about.  Honorable  members  opposite  do  not 
desire  that  this  matter  should  be  spoken  of. 
It  should  never  have  been  referred  to  here, 
and  we  should  never  have  had  anything  to 
do  with  it,  if  a  member  of  the  honorable 
and  learned  gentleman's  little  party  had  not 
brought  it  up.  Now,  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  does  not  desire  that  the 
Prime  Minister  shall  be  defended.  That 
is  the  kind  of  conduct  we  have  from  the 
honorable  and  learned  gentleman.  We  are 
not  concerned  about  this  matter,  I  admit, 
but  we  are  concerned  to  defend  an  inxuxent 
man,  to  disclose  the  truth,  and  to  brand  a 
lie  as  a  lie.  In  a  speech,  which  I  made  m 
the  New  South  Wales  Parliament,  in  deal- 
ing with  this  matter,  I  made  the  quotation 
which  I  have  just  now  made,  and  I  then 
said — • 

"  That  statement  is  either  true  or  untrue.  If  it 
is  true,  then  the  deficiency  which  the  present 
Colonial  Treasurer  brings  forward  exists. 
That  was  a  reference  to  the  deficiency  which 
the  present  Prime  Minister  brought  forward, 
and  I  claimed  that  if  the  statement  of  the 
Treasurer  in  the  previous  Administration 
was  correct,  then  that  deficiency  existed,  be- 
cause that  honorable  gentleman  had  said  so. 
I  went  on  to  say — 

If  the  statement  is  not  true,  what  must  we  think 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Grafton,  who  takes 
a  course  to  establish  a  book  deficiency.  .  .  • 
When  this  deficiency  was  originated,  the  members 
of  the  Opposition  party  joined  issue  with  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  and  pointed  out  that  no  such 
defictency  existed. 

When  the  Bill  dealing  with  fhe  matter  was 
under  discussion,  the  honorable  gentleman, 
who  had  admitted  the  deficiency,  came  town 
to  the  House  and  stated  that  no  fcuch  defi- 
cienc)'  existed.    I  then  saiJ— 

Now  we  have  the  same  gentleman  standing  here 
and  saying  that  no  such  deficiency  existed.  Are 
we  to  believe  the  statement  they  made  during  this 
financial  debate,  or  are  we  to  believe  the  state, 
ment  they  made  on  previous  occasions.  I  ask  them 
to  say  which  of  the  two  statements  is  true. 
I  there  referred  to  the  gentlemen  who  had 
been  quoted  as  having  accused  the  pre- 
sent Prime  Minister  of  doing  this 
wrong.    First  of  all,  they  said  that  the 
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deficiency  did  exist,  and  then  when  the  pre- 
sent Prime  Minister  brought  it  forward  they 
said  that  it  did  not  exist,  although  one 
would  imagine  that  if  there  had  been  a  de- 
ficiency of  200,000  it  should  not  have 
been  difficult  to  discover  it  somewhere.  These 
gentlemen  were  opposed  to  the  present 
Fiime  Minister,  and  when  be  proposed  to 
do  exactly  what  they  had  proposed  to  do 
themselves — issue  Treasury  lulls  to  cover  the 
deficiency — they  said  that  the  deficiency  did 
not  exist,  and  the  whole  of  the  charges 
against  the  present  Prime  Ministtt  arose 
out  of  that.  What  did  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  do  ?  He  carried  the  Bill  through 
the  House,  and  I  believe  that  the  presoit 
honorable  member  for  Bland,  and  other 
members  of  the  Labour  Party  in  the  State 
Parliament,  supported  him  in  doing  so.  We 
have  had  some  quotations  made  from  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  this  matter;  but  if  bcoior^le  menUjers 
will  read  the  report,  the^  will  find  that 
the  members  of  the  Committee  admit  that 
the  present  Prime  Minister  carried  on  the 
accounts  in  omformity  with  the  programme 
of  Parliament 

Mr.  WxLKS. — In  cCKiformity  with  the 
law. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— In  conformity  with 
the  law  which  the  State  Parliament, 
the  Labour  Party  assisting,  passed  with 
its  eyes  wide  open.  The  members  of 
with  its  eyes  wide  open.  The  monbers  oS 
the  CcHumittee  admit  that,  and  whatever  may 
be  the  conclusions  tq  which  they  came,  hon- 
orable members  will  at  once  realize  that  if 
anything  wrong  was  done,  it  was  the  Newt 
South  Wales  Parliament,  and  not  the  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney,  that 
was  guilty.  I  may  explain  that  the  defi- 
ciency to  which  I  hzve  referred,  and  which 
was  covered  by  the  Treasury  bills  author- 
ized to  be  issued,  arose  from  payments  for 
works  made  in  the  previous  years.  The 
present  Prime  Minister  altered  the  system 
of  keeping  the  accounts,  so  that  it  should, 
not  be  possible,  in  years  to  come,  for  the 
same  thing  to  occur  again.  He  desired  that 
the  revenue  actually  received  during  the 
year,  should  be  taken  as  the  revenue  for 
that  year,  and  that  the  amount  actually 
spent  should  be  considered  the  actual  ex- 
penditure for  the  year.  He  decided  that  the 
public  accounts  should  be  kept  upon  that 
system,  and  that  in  the  case  of  e^ery  work 
not  carried  out,  the  amount  voted  for  it 
should  be  written  off  at  the  close  of  the 
financial  year,  and  should  be  re-voted  when 
necessary.    On  3ath  June,  1895,  at  the 


close  of  the  first  half-year  during  which 
the  present  Prime  Minister  was  in  office, 
the   accounts   showed    a   deficiency  of 
86,000. 

Mr.  FiSHU. — The  Consolidated  Revenue 
Account? 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— Yes,  for  the  half- 
year  under  the  old  system.   The  first  full 

year  under  the  cash  system  was  from  ist 
July,  1895,  to  30th  June,  1896,  and  at  the 
close  of  that  yea^,  the  New  South  Wales 
Auditor-General  certified  that  there  was  a 
surplus  of  j£349,ooa  Before  dealing  with 
a  new  matter,  I  should  like  to  say  that  as 
it  is  half-past  tea  o'clock,  the  Prime  Min- 
ister might  consent  to  an  adjoumment  of 
the  debate,  as  I  shall  not  have  finished  what 
I  desire  to  say  for  some  time. 

Debate  adjourned. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Reid)  prc^>osed — 

That  the  remmption  of  the  ddate  be  an  ordn 
of  tiie  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Thoicas. — If  the  honorable  member 
for  New  England  will  not  be  too  long  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order.  I  have  be- 
fore called  the  attention  of  hcKiorable  mem- 
bers to  the  standing  order  which  requires 
that  there  should  be  silence  when  Mr. 
Speaker  is  putting  a  question.  Honorable 
members  will  see  the  importance  of  observ- 
ing the  standing  order,  because  they  may 
give  votes  under  a  misapprehension,  unless 
when  a  question  is  put  from  the  Oiair  they 
are  enabled  to  hear  it  distinctly. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Order  of  Business. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydnev— Minister  of 
External  Affairs). — I  move — 
That  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

I  should  lilffi  to  point  out  that  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  business,  certain  pri%-ate 
business  on  the  paper  would  to-morrow  be 
taken  until  6.30  p.m.  I  think  (hat  it  is 
the  general  wish  of  hraiorable  membos,  in 
the  present  state  of  affairs,  that  the  debate 
on  the  motion  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Bland  should  be  continued  without  inter- 
ruption. I  desire  to  mention  that  I  pro- 
pose to  make  the  necessary  motitm,  when 
the  House  meets  to-morrow,  to  enable  the 
House  to  take  that  course.  Of  course,  it 
can  only  be  done  with  concurrence. 
Question  resolved  in  the  affirmaliv*e. 

Hoose  tdjouiaed  at  10.3a  p-m. 


Digftized  by  Google 


Personal  [32  September,  1904.]  Explanations. 


J^use  of  firpTesmtatibes. 

Thursday^  22  September,  1904. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.30  p.m., 
and  read  prayers. 

POSTPONEMENT  OF  BUSINESS. 
Motion  (by  Mr.  Reid)  agreed  to — 

That  questions  and  general  buuncss  be  post- 
poned until  after  the  coneluiion  of  the  debate 
upon  the  motion  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  Go- 
vernoMnt. 

PRINTING  COMMITTEE. 

Report  (Na  6)  presented  by  Mr.  Fow- 
ler, read  by  the  Clerk,  and  agreed  ta 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATIONS. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie).— Yesterday, 
while  the  honOTable  and  learned  member 
for  Corio  was  speaking,  the  Postmaster- 
General,  in  reply  to  an  interjectioi,  sug- 
gested that  I  had  not  the  courage,  when  oc- 
cupying the  office  which  he  now  fills,  to 
deal  with  certain  tenders  giving  preference 
to  local  manufacturers  over  foreign  com- 
petitors. I  do  not  think  that  it  was  right 
for  him  to  charge  me  with  want  of  courage 
in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smitb. — ^The  honorable 
member  ought  to  relate  what  led  up  to  my 
remark. 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  have  said  that  the  Post- 
master-General made  the  suggestion  in  reply 
to  an  interjection. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smtth.^ — An  interjecti(xi 
made  bv  the  honorable  member  himself. 

Mr.  MAHON.— Yes.  Surely  the  Post- 
mastet-Graeral  does  not  eicpect  me  to  repeat 
everv  detail  of  the  proceedmgs.  I  do  not 
wish  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  un- 
duly. I  find  also  a  very  sarcastic  refer- 
ence to  me  in  the  policy  speech  of  the 
Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  Reid. — Surely  sarcastic  references 
should  not  be  the  subject  of  personal  ex- 
planations. 

Mr.  MAHOX. — Perhaps  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman  will  allow  me  to  make  my 
explanation.  I  do  not  wish  to  refer  either 
to  him  or  to  the  Postmaster- General  un- 
necessarily. This  precious  pair  of  political 
lypocrites  may  be  left  to  the  vengeance  of 
;heir  betrayed  and  outraged  constituents. 


Mr.  SPEAKER.—!  ask  the  honorable 
member  to  withdraw  the  expression  poli- 
tical hypocrites." 

Mr.  Reid. — Regular  Fenian  language 
that. 

Mr.  Page.--Is  the  Prime  Minister  in 
order  in  calling  the  honorable  member  for 
Coolgardie  a  Fenian? 

Mr.  Reid. — I  said  that  his  language  was 
Fenian  language 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman  used  that  expression,  I  ask 
him  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Reid. — Certainly. 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  desiie  to  apologise 
if  I  have  said  anything  unparliamentary; 
but  I  sat  so  long  behind  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  when  he  was  on  this  side  of 
the  Chamber  that  perhaps  I  am  to  some  ex- 
tent imitating  the  bad  example  which  he 
then  set. 

Mr.  RziD. — The  honorable  member's  head 
is  sore  all  the  time.  He  should  never 
have  talwn  office.  It  has  been  too  much 
for  him. 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  do  not  feel  sore.  I 
hope  that  the  right  hoiun-able  gentleman 
will  feel  his  coming  doom  as  little  as  I  felt 
mine.  However.  I  should  like  to  proceed 
with  my  persona]  explanation.  The  Post- 
master-General charged  me  with  want  of 
courage  in  connexion  with  the  matter  to 
which  he  referred.  He,  a  professing  free- 
trader, has,  since  he  took  office,  given,  in 
addition  to  the  Tariff  protection,  as  much 
as  15  per  cent,  preference  to  local  manu- 
facturers; but  in  chargmg  me  with  want 
of  courage  in  the  matter  he  was  evidently 
in  ignorance  of  a  question  which  I  an- 
swered in  this  House  as  far  back  as  the 
13th  July.  On  that  date  I  was  asked  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Bourke — 

Whether  fresh  tenders  are  to  be  called  for  the 
supply  of  telegraph  insulators  ? 

Whether,  other  things  being  equal,  or  nearly 
equal,  the  Postmastei-General  will  be  pr«>ared 
to  give  a  preference  to  the  Auitralian-made  in- 
sulator? 

If  he  will  also  be  prepared  to  give  a  preference 
under  similar  conditions  to  Australian  made  in- 
sulator fittings? 

The  Department  prepared  a  reply  giving 
an  affirmative  answer  to  all  three  questions ; 
but  when  the  paper  came  into  my  pos- 
session, I  changed  the  answers,  and  I  re- 
plied to  No.  I  "  Yes,"  while  in  reply  to 
N08.  a  and  3  I  said-- 

The  quality  and  price  being  equal,  I  should  be 
prepared  to  give  preference  to  any  article  pro- 
duced in  Australia. 
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Mr.  Reid. — That  is  a  shady  sort  of  pre- 
ference.   There  is  not  much  in  that. 

Mr.  MAHON.— The  present  Postmas- 
ter-General has  stated  that  he  is  willing  to 
gi^e  local  manufacturers  preference  to  the 
extent  of  15  per  cent,  in  addition  to  the 
Tariff  protecti<»). 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — He  only  says  that 
he  did  so  in  certain-  instances.  He  does 
not  sav  that  he  is  going  to  do  so. 

Mr.  MAHON.— He  has  done  so.  He 
has  given  them  15  per  cent,  preference  in 
addition  to  the  protection  which  they  obtain 
Irom  the  Tariff,  which  he  has  pronounced  to 
be  a  robbery  of  the  people. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber now  making  a  personal  explanation  ? 

Mr.  MAHON. — I  am  attempting  to  un- 
ravel the  tangle  in  which  these  honorable 
gentlemen  have  sought  to  place  my  action. 
I  would  point  out  further  that,  when  I  de- 
clined to  deal  with  those  tenders,  the  Go- 
vernment were  on  the  point  of  going  out  of 
office,  and  I  had  no  opportunity  to  bring 
the  matter  before  the  Cabinet.  Speaking 
from  memory,  when  I  refused  to  accept 
tenders  giving  a  preference  to  local  manu- 
facturers, the  matter  had  not  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Cabinet,  and  there  had  been 
no  opportunity  to  place  it  before  my 
colleagues.  In  giving  the  answer  which 
I  did,  I  acted  entirely  upon  my  own  initia- 
tive, and  I  think,  as  I  said  in  the  begin- 
ning, that  the  charge  of  want  of  courage 
is  not  merely  unfounded,  but  comes  with 
very  bad  grace  from  a  gentleman  like  the 
Post  master -Genera  I. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH  (Macquarie).— 
Mr.  Speaker  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Does  the  honorable 
member  propose  to  discuss  the  personal  ex- 
planation just  made  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Coolgardie  ? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH— I  wish  to  make 
a  pers<»ial  expianaticm. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  quite  impossible 
for  me  to  allow  debates  to  take  place  upon 
personal  explanations.  If  I  permitted  a 
personal  explanation  made  by  one  honorable 
member  to  be  replied  to  by  another,  there 
would  be  nothing  to  prevent  every  member 
of  the  House  from  entering  into  a  debate 
under  the  cover  of  a  personal  explanation. 
The  honorable  member  for  Macquarie  has 
not  }  et  spoken  to  the  motion  of  want  of  con- 
fidence, and  it  will  be  competent  f<»  him 
when  he  does  so  to  deal  with  the  matter  to 
which  reference  has  been  made  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Coolgardie.     I  do  not 


think  that  I  should  allow  him  to  discua 
the  personal  explanation  made  by  the  hem- 
orable  member  for  Coolgardie.  If  he  wishes 
to  explain  anything  in  regard  to  which  be 
has  been  misunderstood,  without  discusai^ 
the  personal  explanation  just  made,  the 
House  will  be  pleased  to  hear  him ;  but  I 
cannot  allow  anything  in  the  shape  of  a 
discussion  of  the  personal  explanation  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Coolgardie 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— In  regard  to 
the  explanation  which  I  think  it  right  to 
offer,  I  may  state  that  my  honorable  friend, 
in  making  his  explanatirai  just  now,  wnitted 
t6  say  what  led  up  to  and  gave  reason  for 
my  interjection.  He  interjected  somethh^ 
to  enable  an  honorable  member  who  was 
speaking  from  that  side  of  the  House  to 
cast  a  reflection  upon  me«  and  I  then  inter- 
jected that  he  had  not  the  courage  to  give 
a  decision  cai  this  very  impcvtant  matter. 

Mr.  Thomas. — What  decision  has  the 
honorable  member  given? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— I  will  tell  the 
honorable  member  presently.  This  matter 
came  under  my  notice  when  I  entered  office, 
as  a  legacy  left  me  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Coolgardie.  I  have  not  the  papers 
before  me,  but  I  think  that  they  were  sub- 
mitted to  him  on  the  6th  August,  with  a  re- 
commendation that  he  should  accept  certain 
tenders.  The  honorable  member,  not  when 
the  motion  of  censure  debate  was  on,  but 

on  the  8th  August  

Mr.  Gboom. — To  what  motion  of  censure 
debate  does  the  Postmaster- General  refer? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— I  mean  the 
debate  on  the  clause  in  the  Arbitration  Bill 
which  the  Watson  Government  took  as  a 
censure  debate.  On  the  8th  August  the 
honorable  member  for  Coolgardie  did  nctf 
deal  with  the  whole  of  the  tendeis.  but 
made  a  minute  to  the  effect  that  tenders 
where  no  preference  is  involved,  "  are 
appro\'ed,"  leaving  the  more  important  mat- 
tec  undealt  with. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Yes;  for  Cabinet  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— The  honor- 
able member  did  not  say  for  Cabinet  con- 
sideration. 

Mt.  Mahon, — It  is  not  necessary  to  put 
down  everything.      I  sav  it  now. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— It  is  no  doubt 
very  convenient  to  say  it  now.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  said  just  now  that  the  rea- 
son why  the  matter  was  delayed  was  because 
a  question  affectint;  the  fate  of  the  Go\Tm- 
ment  was  before  Parliament.  But  the 
action  to  which  I  refer  was  taken  on  the 
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8th  August;  befcve  that  matter  was  before 
the  Hrase. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  vas  vhy  he  did 
not  bring  it  before  the  Cabinet. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Why  should  he 
bring  a  matter  like  that  before  the  Cabinet  ? 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— I  did  not 
submit  the  matter  for  the  approval  of  the 
Cabinet  in  the;  way  suggested  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bland. 

Mr.  Mahon. — It  was  brought  before  the 
Barton  Cabinet. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— The  honorable 
member  has  made  his  explanatitm.  When 
this  matter  was  submitted  to  me,  I  referred 
the  papers  back  for  information  as  to  the 
practice  of  the  Department  at  the  time  that 
the  tenders  were  invited,  and  I  received  a 
report  from  my  Under-Secretarv  to  the  effect 
that  the  practice  of  the  Department,  under 
the  administration  of  Senator  Drake  and 
the  honorable  member  for  Denison,  was  to 
give  a  preference  not  exceeding  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  Page. — But  they  are  both  protection- 
ists. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— This  decision 
was  conmunicated  by  order  to  the  various 
Deputy  Postmasters-General  on  the  sand 
August,  1903. 

Mr.  Thoius. — ^It  was  a  bad  thing  to  do. 
The  honorable  member  should  have  done 
better. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— I  am  not  going 
into  that  now.  When  the  matter  was  sub- 
mitted to  me,  I  wrote  this  minute — 

The  practice  in  foice  under  Ministerial  deci- 
sions at  the  time  of  calling  for  tenders  to  be 
followed. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — Hear,  hear  !  The 
honorable  member  did  the  right  thing. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH— I  merely  car- 
ried out  the  Ministerial  decision  which  was 
in  force  at  the  time  when  tenders  were  in- 
vited, which  had  been  ccHnrounicated  to  the 
various  Deputy  Postmasters-General  on 
the  22nd  August,  1903,  and,  I  un- 
derstand, made  known  to  some  of  the 
contractors.  The  honorable  member  for 
Bourke.  when  I  was  referring  to  this  mat- 
ter, showed  that  he  had  learned  all  about 
it.  either  from  the  late  Postmaster- Genera! 
or  from  some  one  else,  because  he  inter- 
sected. "Was  not  the  decision  of  the  Post- 
master-General to  be  considered  private 
and  confidential  ?"  The  honorable  nwmber 
■nu.st  have  seen  the  papers,  or  known  all 
ibout  the  matter  at  the  time  the  decision 
ivas  given. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — It  appears  to  me  that 
:hese  remarks  are  not  of  the  nature  of  a 


personal  explanation,  but  that  the  honorable 
member  is  debating  the  questicm.  I  ask 
him  not  to  continue  his  present  line  of 
argument 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH.— I  have  nothing 
more  to  say. 

Mr.  HIGGINS  (Northern  Melboune).— 
I  must  crave  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
to  make  a  personal  explanation  of  a  very 
different  character.  In  a  speech  which  I 
delivered  yesterday  I  stated  that  I  was 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  alliance  between 
the  Liberal  and  the  Labour  Parties.  In 
the  report  of  that  speech,  which  appears 
in  the  Argus  this  morning,  I  find  that  I 
am  credited  with  having  stated  the  ver>' 
opposite  at  a  meeting  which  was  held  in 
the  Fitzroy  Town  Hall  at  the  end  of  Au- 
gust last.  That  newspaper  says  that  I 
warned  the  Labour  Party  against  "  en- 
tangling alliances,"  and  placed  those  words 
between  inverted  commas  in  order  to  make 
it  appear  that  they  were  an  accurate  ex- 
tract frcxn  my  speech.  I  have  merely  to 
say  that  I  did  not  warn  the  Labour  Party 
against  alliances  of  any  sort.  I  did  not 
use  the  expression  "entangling  alliances. " 
I  actually  encouraged  that  party  to  form  an 
alliance,  and  in  the  very  fair  report  of  my 
utterances  which  appeared  in  the  same 
newspaper  upon  the  following  morning,  I 
am  represented  as  having  d^e  sa  The 
exact  words  of  that  repwt  are  as  fol- 
low : — 

In  conclusion,  he  said  an  honorable  alliance  of 
the  Labour  Party  or  any  other  party  would  no 
doubt  be  suitable,  but  he  warned  that  party  never 
to  allow  itself  to  be  incorporated  in  any  other. 

In  such  an  extr^ne  case  I  feel  justified  in 
occupying  the  time  of  the  House  to  make 
this  explanation. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang).— I  also  desire 
to  make  a  brief  perscmal  explanation.  In  re- 
ferring to  the  positiwi  of  members  of  the 
Labour  Party  during  the  course  of  my 
speech  yesterday  afternoon,  I  stated  that  no 
matter  how  ardently  they  might  believe 
either  in  free-trade  or  protection,  if  a  ma- 
jority of  the  caucus  decided  against  them, 
they  must  bow  to  the  will  of  that  majority. 
At  the  time  I  ndade  that  statement  I  was 
under  the  impression  that  it  was  perfectly 
correct.  Subsequently,  Inwever,  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Northern  Mel- 
bourne read  a  copy  of  the  labour  pledge, 
from  which  it  appears  that  I  was  mistaken. 
As  I  have  no  wish  to  say  what  is  untrue, 
or  intentionally  to  misstate  facts,  I  avail 
myself  of  this  early  opportunity  of  making 
the  correction. 
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WANT  OF  CONFIDENCE 
MOTION. 

Debate  resumed  from  21st  September 
{vide  page  482  2),  on  moti(xi  by  Mr. 
Watson — 

That  the  present  Administration  does  not  poswu 
the  confidence  of  thit  House. 

Mr.   LONSDALE   (New  England).— 
Wh&i  I  closed  my  remarks  last  evening,  I 
had  decided  not  to  deal  further  with  the 
financial  matters  to  whidi  I  had  directed 
attention.    I  wi^,  however,  to  recapitulate 
the   positim   which   I   thai    took  up 
in    regard    to    the    Prime  Minister's 
financial    administration  in    New  South 
Wales.  As  honorable  members  are  aware,  a 
charge    of    maladministration  •  has  been 
levelled  against  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man by  those  newspapers  which  are  op- 
posed to  the  present  coalition  Government, 
and  has  been  repeated    in   this  Hotise. 
Briefly,  I  wish  to  state  that,  prior  to  his 
assumption  of  the  office  of  Treasurer  in 
New  South  Wales,  Sir  John  See  had  de- 
clared in  his  financial  statement  that  there 
was  a  deficiency  of       200,000.  which  he 
intended  to  cover  by  the  issue  of  Treasurx  - 
bills.  Shortly  afterwards  the  Dibbs  Govern- 
mmt  went  to  the  country  and  was  defeated, 
and  in  consequence  of  that  defeat  the  pre- 
sent Prime  Minister  came  into  power.  In 
his  Budget  speech  the  right  honorable  gen- 
tlonan  also  reported  that  there  was  a  de- 
ficiency of  y?i,2oo,ooo,  which  he  intended 
— like  his  predecesscws — to  cover  by  the 
issue  of  Treasury-bills.     That  operation 
was  carried  out  by  the  present  Prime  Min- 
ister, and  as  a  result  these  charges  of  mal- 
administration have  been  made.  FOTmerly 
it  was  possible  to  decei\'e  Parliament  and 
the  country  as  to  the  actual  financial  posi- 
tion.    The   right    honorable  gaitleman, 
however,  initiated  a  cash  system  of  keeping 
the  public  accounts ;  but,  of  course,  the 
amounts  which  had  been  voted  for  works 
in  previous  years  had  to  be  paid.    In  order 
that  his  cash  system  should  receive  a  fair 
start,  the  right  honorable  gentlonan  re 
solved  to  cover  all  the  payments  for  pre- 
vious years  by  the  issue  of  Treasury-bills 
Effect  was  given  to  that  proposal  by  the 
New  South  Wales  Parliament,  the  membm 
of  which  knew  perfectly  well  what  they 
were  doing.    Out  of  that  operation,  which 
was  supported  by  the  Labour  Party,  these 
charges  of  maladministration  have  origi- 
nated, notwithstanding  that  everything  was 
done  openly  and  above  board.  Instead 
of  the  right   luxiorable  gentleman's  ad- 
ministration  having   been   a   failure,  it 


was  exactly  the  reverse.  As  a  matter  of  faa 

he  reduced  the  taxation  of  New  South  Wsles 
by  ;^8oo,ooo,  and  succeeded  in  carr\in; 
on  the  government  of  the  country  withoci 
creating  a  deficiency  such  as  had  been  ib-r 
case  in  previous  years.  If  we  look  at  the 
revenue  derived  during  his  tenure  of  office 
we  shall  see  that  it  was  lower  than  that 
which  had  been  collected  in  New  South 
Wales  for  many  years.  After  the  right  hon- 
orable gentlonan  vacated  office.  New  South 
Wales  collected  a  much  larger  revenue 
through  the  Customs,  owing  to  the  in- 
creased duties  imposed  by  thu  Parliuim. 
Last  year  the  Government  of  that  State 
received  ;^2,ooo,ooo  more  than  was  delected 
when  the  present  Prime  Minister  held  of- 
fice there,  and  yet  it  was  imable  to  carr\  on 
without  a  deficit  The  right  bonorib]« 
gentleman  also  very  considearably  reduced 
the  loan  expenditure  of  New  South  Wales, 
which,  however,  since  his  retirement  from 
State  politics,  has  again  increased.  If  ibere 
is  any  man  to  whom  New  South  Wales 
should  feel  grateful  for  having  reduced  its 
expenditure  and  ccmducted  all  its  operations 
upon  an  economical  scale,  it  is  the  Priice 
^finister. 

Mr.  Fisher. — What  has  Tasmania  dont 
that  the  honorable  member  should  threaten 
it  in  this  way  ? 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— I  do  not  think  that 
I  have  said  anything  about  Tasmania ;  if 
so,  I  apologise  to  that  State.  I  was  referr 
ing  to  the  charges  wludi  have  been  levelled 
against  the  Prime  Minister.  The  hotuH-al'  - 
member  for  Wide  Bay  may  be  a  little  fa^t.- 
tious  if  he  chooses,  but  Uiat  will  not  [»e- 
vent  me  from  saying  what  I  desire  to  say. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Does  the  hoiiOTable  men- 
ber  think  that  it  is  possible  to  get  awar 
frwn  old  political  squabbles  in  New  Souib 
Wales? 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— It  is  only  honorable 
members  opposite  who  wish  to  revive  tfao^^ 
squabbles.  Ce-tain  charges  have  been  m3<Ie 
against  the  Piime  Minister,  and  I  have  " 
perfect  right  to  make  dear  the  charactCT  of 
his  administration  whilst  occupying  Minis* 
terial  office  in  New  South  Wales.  Those 
charges  have  been  made  merely  for  die  pur- 
pose of  damaging  the  Government. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Does  not  the  honorable 
member  think  that  the  Prime  Mmiater  is 
capable  of  defending  himself? 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— I  know  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  and  I  diould  be 
recreant  to  every  principle  of  honour  if  I 
allowed  charges  of  maladmoniatratiai  to  be 
made  for  which  there  is  not  tiie  ^^itest 


Digitjzed  by  Google 


Motion  of  Want       [22  Septembbs,  2904.]       of  Confidonce.  4827 


justification.  I  have  no  desire  to  labour 
this  question.  I  merely  wish  to  put  honor- 
able members  in  possession  of  accurate 
information  so  that  if  these  charges  are  re- 
peated it  must  be  with  a  full  knowledge  of 
the  facts. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Is  the  honorable  member 
a  financial  expert? 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— I  am  as  good  a  finan- 
cial expert  as  is  the  honorable  member,  and 
I  hope  that  he  will  cease  his  insane  ejacula- 
tions.    Concerning  the  explanation  which 
has  been  made  by  the  hcmorable  member  for 
Coolgardie,  I  desire  to  say  that  I  have  every 
sj  mpathy  with  the  position  taken  up  by  him. 
As  a  free-trader  I  insist  that  no  preference 
should  be  ^iven  to  any  manufacturer.  No 
administrative  act  should  be  in  the  direc- 
tion of  altering  the  policy  of  the  country. 
That  should  be  altered  by  Parliament  alone. 
The  position  taken  up  by  the  h(»K>rabIe 
member  for  Coolgardie  is  the  correct  one, 
and  I  am  fair  enough  to  commaid  him  for 
it.     During  the  course  of  this  debate 
the    statement     has     been     made  that 
the   policy   of   the   present  Government 
is  a  ccdourless  aie.    Frwn  what  we  have 
been  told  it  appears  that  honorable  members 
opposite  are  the  men  to  save  the  country. 
They  are  going  to  uplift  the  masses,  better 
their  conditions,  and  ^ve  them  larger  op- 
portunities for  improving  themselves.  But 
when  we  come  to  analyse  their  prc^nsals 
we  find  that  these  claims  cannot  be  sus- 
tained. They  declare  that  the  ConciliatitKi 
and  Arbitration  Bill  in  its  present  form  is 
a  fraud,  and  should  ncrt  have  been  passed 
by  this  House.  Yet  they  were  prepared  to 
forward  that  measure  to  the  Senate  despite 
all  its  alleged  blemishes.   They  were  ready 
to  transmit  it  to  the  other  Chamber  with- 
out making  it  what  they  wished  that  it 
should  be.    What  is  the  difFerwice  between 
the  Bill  in  its  present  form  and  that  in 
which  honorable  members  opposite  desired 
it  ?  They  were  anxious  that  clause  48  should 
provide  that  if  any  union  substantially  re- 
presented those  engaged  in  a  particular  in- 
dustry it  should  be  competent  for  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Arbitration  Court  to  grant 
a  preference  to  unionists,  whereas  the  Bill 
provides  that  such  a  preference  shall  be 
extended  only  when  a  union  contains  a 
majority  of  the  workers  engaged  in  the  in- 
dustry directly  concerned.    The  distinction 
really  lies  between  what  constituted  a  "  ma- 
jority" and  "substantial  representation." 

Mr.  PoTNTON.— That  is  not  the  clause  at 
all. 


Mr.  LONSDALE.— I  may  not  have 
quoted  the  exact  provisbn  in  the  clause, 
but  what  I  have  stated  constitutes  the  sole 
difference  between  us.  I  claim  that  that 
difference  is  a  very  slight  one.  The 
h(xu>rable  member  iot  Bland  admitted 
that  the  Court  would  expect  a  substantial 
representation  to  include  a  majority,  and  if 
that  be  so,  there  was  no  difference  in  the 
Bill  as  sent  up  to  the  Senate  by  the  present 
Ministerial  party,  and  as  it  would  have 
been  sent  up  by  the  party  which  has  re- 
cently retired  from  office. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — If  th^  is  so,  why  did 
honorable  members  opposite  vote  against 
the  proposal  of  the  late  Ministry? 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— Simply  twcause  we 
determined  that  the  reference  to  a  majority 
should  remain  in  the  Bill.  In  order  that 
the  Court  might  not  have  any  difference  of 
opinion  or  difficulty  in  the  matter,  we  pro- 
posed to  declare  in  the  Bill  that  there  must 
be  a  majority  in  order  to  secure  preference. 
I  say  that  we  were  justified  in  determining 
that  the  provisim  should  remain  in  that 
form.  We  are  told  that  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  now  represent  a  Liberal  Pro- 
tectionist Alliance.  I  do  not  know  how 
they  define  Tiberalism" ;  but  it  sounds 
strange  to  me  to  call  men  "  Liberals  *'  who 
are  prepared  to  put  restrictions  upon  people 
in  every  direction.  If  honorable  mwnbers 
opposite,  instead  of  calling  themselves 
"  Liberal  Protectionists,"  were  to  call  them- 
selves "Liberal  Restrictlcmists,'*  I  could  un- 
derstand it. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  is  one  for  some  hon- 
orable members  on  the  Government  side. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— I  do  not  care  whom 
it  hits ;  I  stand  here  in  support  of  the 
principles  I  have  advocated.  If  I  support 
the  present  Ministerial  party,  it  is  because  I 
think  there  is  less  danger  to  what  I  believe 
to  be  right  to  be  expected  fran  this  side 
than  frcxn  honorable  members  opposite,  and 
because  I  think  we  are  more  likely  to  get 
good  legislation  in  the  interests  of  the  whole 
of  the  people  from  this  side,  than  from 
honorable  members  opposite.  I  aip 
here  to  defend  my  own  personal 
views,  and  I  shall  not  allow  any  one 
to  control  me  in  that  direction.  I  should 
not  be  surprised  if  honorable  members  op- 
posite called  themselves  "Liberal  Restric- 
tionists,"  although  I  cannot  understand  how 
a  "  restrictionist "  can  in  anv  circumstances 
be  called  a  "  Liberal."  The  terms  are 
opposed  to  each  other.  I  believe  in  giving 
men  freedom. 
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Mr.  Watson. — Is  faaory  legislation  re- 
striction ? 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— Yes,  it  a,  to  some 
extent. 

Mr.  Watson. — We  know  that  the  Libe- 
rals in  England  were  in  favour  of  that. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— I  believe  in  giving 
evety  man  the  fullest  freedom  compatible 
with  the  freedom  of  every  other  man.  I 
refuse  to  be  a  party  to  restricting  a  man  in 
doing  what  does  no  injury  to  other  men. 
I  believe  in  giving  every  man  the  fullest 
Individual  freedom  it  is  possible  to  give 
him.  The  nation  to  which  we  belong  has 
been  developed  by  following  those  lines, 
"nie  h<morable  member  for  Perth,  in  speak- 
ing last  night  referred  to  Socialism  as 
being  the  best  thing  for  the  community. 
If  .1  understand  the  honorable  irfeanber 
aright,  what  he  believes  in  is  that  public 
utilities  shall  be  controlled  by  the  public. 

Mr.  FowxjER. — ^Hear,  hear;  that  is  So- 
cialism. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— If  that  is  all  the 
honorable  member's  Socialism  amounts  to, 
I  am  prepared  to  go  so  far  with  him.  I 
am  a  Sodalist  to  that  extent.  I  wish  to 
make  my  positicm  perfectly  clear.  I  be- 
lieve in  public  utilities  being  controlled  by 
the  public.  And  I  believe  that  as  strongly 
as  does  any  honorable  member  of  this 
House.  But  I  do  not  believe  in  the  to- 
bacco industry  bebig  OHitrolIed  by  the 
public. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  hoiorable  member 
is  not  a  smoker. 

.  Mr.  LONSDALE.— At  all  events,  I  am 
not  a  Socialist  of  that  brand.  I  believe 
in  the  Melbourne  trams  belonging  to  the 
Melbourne  people,  if  honorable  members 
please.  But  the  honorable  member  for 
Bland,  speaking  at  Wagga,  and  also  in 
this  House,  I  will  not  say  misrepresented, 
but  did  not  put  this  matter  quite  correctly. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  believe  I  put  it  quite 
correctly.  I  saw  the  honorable  member's  let- 
ter, and  it  was  absolutely  incorrect. 

Mr.  LONSDALE. — I  propose  to  put  the 
case  as  I  have  it.  In  order  to  show  the  dif- 
ference between  public  control  and  Social- 
ism, the  honorable  member  made  the  state- 
ment that  the  fare  on  the  Melbourne  trams 
was  3d.,  whilst  the  fare  on  the  Sydney 
trams  was  id.  That  was  correct  so  far  as 
't  went,  but  it  was  still  a  misrepresentation 
of  the  facts,  because  if  you  pay  a  fare  of 
3d.  at  one  end  of  a  line  here  in  Mel- 
bourne, you  can  go  right  through  for  that 
fart. 


Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  ask  the  honorable 
member  whether  he  believes  that  the  subject 
of  fares  upon  the  Melbourne  tramways  has 
anything  to  do  with  the  motion  ? 

Mr.  LONSDALE. — I  may  point  out  that 
the  late  Prime  Minister,  as  a  proof  that 
Socialism  was  better  than  private  enterprise, 
gave  this  illustration  of  the  tram  systems 
in  Sydney  and  Melbourne.  I  belie^'e  that 
the  honorable  member  did  not  state  the  il- 
lustration correctly.  If  he  was  in  order  in 
making  the  statement  to  which  I  refer,  I 
am  surely  in  order  in  making  a  reply  to  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Does  the  honorable 
member  propose  to  connect  the  matter  with 
the  question  under  discusskm  ? 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— I  propose  to  con- 
nect my  remarks  on  the  subject  with  the  mo- 
tion under  discussion,  in  the  way  I  hare 
stated.  1  desire  to  show  that  the  illustra- 
tion, as  stated  by  the  ex-Prjme  Minister, 
was  not  correct.  If  you  pay  a  3d.  fare 
at  the  Spencer-street  station,  it  will  run 
you  through  to  the  terminus  of  a  line,  and 
if  you  desire  it,  you  can  get  a  transfer  which 
will  carry  you  beyond  the  terminus. 

Mr.  Tudor. — You  cannot  get  those  trans- 
fers free. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— If  you  pay  3d.  yen 
can  get  a  transfer. 
Mr.  Tudor. — ^The  honorable  member  is 

WKKlg. 

Mr.  LONSDALE. — I  know  that  you  can 
get  a  transfer,  because  I  have  made  in- 
quiries. 

Mr.  Tudor. — I  am  sure  the  hmiorable 
member  is  viong. 

Mr,  LONSDALE.— The  honorafale  men- 
ber  can  speak  in  reply.    I  have  made  m- 

quiries  on  the  subject,  and  though  I  cannot 
speak  from  actual  experience,  as  I  have  not 
received  a  transfer,  I  am  told  that  trans- 
fers are  given.  I  know  that,  entering  a  tram 
at  Spencer-street,  you  can  go  to  the  end  of 
your  journey  for  3d.,  whilst  on  the  Sydney 
trams  you  pay  for  one  section,  on  any  loadt 
id.  Again,  under  the  Melbourne  sy^em, 
you  can  buy  six  tickets  for  is.,  which  will 
take  you  right  through  the  journey  on  eadi 
line. 

Mr.  Tudor. — Na 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— It  will  take  you 
from  the  Spencer-street  station  to  the  end 

of  the  Fitzroy  terminus. 
Mr.  Fowler. — Na 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— I  have  traveled  the 
journey  with  a  tidcet 

Mr.  Fowler.  —  The  hcmorable  modwr 
has  "had  "  the  company. 
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Mr.  LONSDAL£.~It  is  half-an-hour's 
ride.  You  can  also  get  eight  tickeu  for 
IS.,  which  will  carry  you  within  the  dty. 
Mr.  Watson. — That  is  only  for  a  ixul& 
Mr.  LONSDALE.— It  does  not  matter 
what  the  distance  is ;  I  am  simply  showing 
that  the  tuHxvable  member's  a»itention  is 
not  borne  out  by  facts.  It  sbould  be 
remembered  also  that  at  the  end  of  twelve 
years  from  now  the  Melbourne  Tramway 
Company  must  hand  over  the  whole  of  the 
property  with  the  exception  of  the  cars  and 
carriages. 

Mr.  Watson.— ^But  the  road  was  built 
for  them.  They  did  not  have  to  pay  for 
the  road. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— I  do  not  know  what 
they  paid  for.  The  business  is  done 
in  the  way  in  which  I  have  stated,  and 
that  does  not  bear  out  the  illustration,  as 
the  ex-Prime  Minister  stated  it.  I  tell  hon- 
orable monbers  at  once  that  I  am  not  in 
favour  of  public  utilities  being  controlled 
by  private  enterprise.  I  have  held,  and 
advocated  these  views  for  years.  I  suppose 
that  there  are  but  very  few  men  to  ht  found 
in  the  States  who  do  not  hold  the  view  that 
public  utilities  should  be  controlled  by  the 
public  But  there  is  a  vast  differen<%  be- 
tween the  opinion  of  those  holding  that 
view  and  the  <^inion  of  men  who  advocate 
that  all  implements,  materials,  and  methods 
of  production  shall  be  omtioUed  by  the 
people 

Mr.  Thoicas. — It  is  only  a  question  of 
time. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — The  honorable  member 
would  be  called  a  wild,  raging  Socialist  in 
Adelaide  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.—  The  honorable 
member  for  Perth  pointed  out  that  tmder 
the  syston  of  Socialism  in  which  he  be- 
lieves, there  would  be  differences  in  the 
reward  of  labour;  that  in  the  case  of  a 
public  tramway  system,  fot  instance,  the 
manager  would  get  a  larger  payment  than 
a  gripman.  The  honorable  member  ad- 
mitted that  there  would  be  these  grada- 
tions? of  payment,  but  I  do  not  know  how 
he  squares  his  views  with  those  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Barrier,  who  does 
not  believe  in  wages  at  all.  When  I  was 
speaking  the  ottiter  night,  the  honorable 
membn  interjected  that  what  we  wanted 
was  to  get  rid  of  the  wage  system;  and  I 
suppose  the  honorable  member's  idea  is  that 
we  should  all  receive  a  dole  from  some 
Government  office.  The  Socialism  being 
taught  to  people  outside  is  a  Socialism 
which  is  going  to  improve  the  position  of 


every  man,  and  give  him  greater  advantages 
than  he  enjoys  at  present  It  is  strange 
that  we  sbould  not  have  this  Sociab'sm  in 
connexion  with  our  railways.  In  the  past, 
we  got  rid  of  State  control,  because  it  was 
found  that  it  was  not  in  the  interests  of 
the  public  to  carry  on  the  railway  systems 
m  that  way. 

Mr.  Watson. — When  did  we  get  rid 
of  State  control  of  the  railways? 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— We  got  rid  of  State 
control  by  putting  them  under  Commis- 
sioners. 

Mr,  Watson.— That  is  still  State  con- 
troL 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— I  understand  that; 
I  know  just  what  I  am  talking  about;  and 
I  know  that  the  Labour  Party  would  like 
to  get  rid  of  the  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Watson.— No,  they  would  ■  not; 
that  IS  a  misstatemmt. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— They  would  like  to 
get  control  of  the  whole  thmg,  so  that  thev- 
might  crowd  the  service  as  it  was  crowded 
in  the  past 

Mr.  WATSON^Who  supported  the  Pub- 
lic Service  Act? 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— I  know  that  it  is 
.the  desird  of  the  men  at  the  head  of  the 
Labour  Party  to  get  rid  of  the  Railway 
Commissioners. 

Mr.  Watson.— That  is  not  true;  I  say 
that  it  is  incorrect. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— It  is  true. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order.  I  must  ask 
the  honorable  member  for  Bland  to  with- 
draw that  statement 

Mr.  Watson. — I  withdraw  any  apparent 
reflection  upon  the  honorable  member's  per- 
sonal veracity.  But  I  must  be  allowed  to 
say  tha^  the  honorable  member's  statement 
IS  absolutely  incorrect. 

An  HONOKABLE  MEMBER.- The  honor- 
able member  knows  it. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— I  do  not  know  it. 

Mr.  Watson.— Then  it  is  time  the  hon- 
orable member  did. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— While  I  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Parliament  of  New  South 
Wales,  the  Labour  Party  time  after  time 
attacked  the  Railways  Commissioners,  and 
tried  covert  influence  with  Ministers.  If 
that  is  not  trying  to  get  rid  of  the  Railways 
Commissioners,  what  is?  What  is  the 
good  of  Railways  Commissioners,  if  vou 
exert  upon  the  Ministers  behind  them  all  the 
force  of  political  power,  in  order  to  secure 
anything  that  is  desired  ?  That  is  only  an- 
other way  of  getting  rid  of  them.  That  is 
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what  has  been  done  time  after  time,  and 
the  hcmorable  member  for  Bland  knows  it 

Mr.  Watson. — I  know  nothing  of  the 
sort. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— The  very  fact  that 
we  have  had  to  put  all  these  institutions 
under  Commissioners  shows  distinctly  that 
they  cannot  be  controlled  where  political  in- 
fluence is  -allowed  to  come  in. 

Mr.  Watson. — Hear,  hear;  I  am  with 
the  honorable  member  in  that. 

Mr.  Kelly. — If  honorable  members  op- 
posite are  satisfied  with  the  Railways  Com- 
missioners, why  did  they  propOEe  to  put 
the  Commissioners'  employ&  under  the 
Arbitration  Court  ? 

Mr.  Watson. — Because  the  Commis- 
sioners, in  the  same  way  as  every  one  else, 
should  be  subject  to  the  law. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— The  members  of  a 
railway  league  in  my  district,  wrote  to  me, 
asking  me  to  vote  for  the  inclusion  of  rail- 
way servants  in  the  Arbitration  Bill ;  but  I 
wrote  back  and  told  them  that  I  should  do 
nothing  of  the  kind.  In  their  own  interests, 
as  well  as  in  the  interests  of  the  State,  I 
refused  to  be  a  party  to  putting  them  under 
the  control  of  the  Federal  Arbitration 
Court.  That  is  the  attitude  which  I  have, 
taken  up  on  that  matter.  Honorable  mem- 
bers On  the  other  side  say  that  they  are 
going  to  help  the  masses ;  but  what  are  they 
going  to  do?  They  are  gtnng  to  have  a 
national  tobacco  monopoly.  They  are 
going  to  give  better  conditions  to  the  poor 
of  Melbourne  and  all  the  States  by  a 
national  tobacco  monopoly.  Will  any 
honorable  member  on  the  other  side  tell 
me  what  this  national  tobacco  monopoly 
is  going  to  do  for  the  poor  people  of  the 
State?  Is  it  going  to  increase  their 
wages  ? 

Mr.  FowMR. — It  will  put  ^^600,000 
per  annum  into  the  public  purse. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— It  will  do  nothing 
of  the  kind*  unless  we  increase  the  price 
of  tobacco. 

Mr.  FowLER.~No ;  we  shall  lower  it. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.  —  The  late  Prime 
Minister  told  us  that  the  people  would  not 
get  a  cheaper  smoke  as  a  result  of  the  na- 
tionalization of  the  industry.  They  were 
not  to  have  even  that  advantage,  because 
tobacco  would  OHitinue  to  be  sold  at  the 
same  prices. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  said  it  would  make  no 
difference  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  LONSDALE. — This  proposal  ioc  a 
national  tobacco  monopoly  is  only  a  farce. 
Though  honorable  members  opposite  stand 


!  upon  platforms  outside  and  speak  of  these 
things  as  in  the  interests  of  the  people, 
th^  know  that  tbe^  will  have  but  litde 
effect  up«i  the  condition  of  the  masso. 

Mr.  FowLBR. — ^If  the  honorable  memba 
will  but  ask  th«  retail  tobacconists,  be  will 
find  that  the  monopoly  in  force  is  a  venr 
real  thing  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— That  may  be,  but 
if  the  industry  is  put  under  State  oMitiol 
the  conditions  will  be  very  much  worse  tbao 
they  are  to-day. 

Mr.  FsAZER. — It  will  be  under  Com- 
mcmweatth  control. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— It  is  the  control  of 
the  nation  to  which  I  refer.  The  monbns 
of  the  Labour  Party  object  to  bornnriog 
mcmey,  but  they  wish  to  have  a  food 
loan  from  the  banks.  Like  myself,  I 
suppose  they  would  like  to  get  it  ot  the 
cheap.  They  do  not  object  to  a  loan,  but 
they  object  to  paying  inta%st  u^cax  it,  and 
they  propose,  in  accordance  with  tlior 
Socialistic  ideas,  to  take  gold  from  iht 
banks  and  give  them  paper  in  place  of 
it.  They  will  have  to  be  a  little  smart  to 
do  that,  because  the  gold  would  not  be  left 
long  in  the  banks  of  Australia  if  they  got 
an  inkling  that  that  was  going  to  be  car- 
ried out  We  should  find  t£at  it  mnld 
soon  be  making  its  way  over  to  New 
Zealand. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — ^Why  New  Zealand? 
Mr.  Watson. — The  honorable  manbei 
knows  a  lot  about  it  when  he  talks  like 

that. 

Mr.  LONSDALE. — So  far  as  the  noie 
issue  in  Canada  is  concerned,  the  positioa 
is  altoeether  different.  When  thev  car- 
ried this  kind  of  legislation,  they  bad  a 
larger  note  issue  in  Canada  than  we  have 
in  Australia,  and  so  far  as  token  moner 
is  concerned,  it  was'  very  scarce.  Honor- 
able members  will  also  find  that  in  Canada 
the  banks  issue  the  larger  notes,  and  the 
Government  issue  the  sn^ler  notes.  I  do 
rK>t  think  that  we  should  be  able  to  force 
small  notes  upon  people  here  to  take  the 
place  of  our  tokei  money. 

Mr.  WiLKS.— Is  the  alliance  in  favour  of 
that  proposal  ?  \ 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— I  do  not  know:  but  j 
I  feel  that  no  good  would  result  froo  tbe 
adoption  of  it.   The  community  would  mt 
be  helped  bv  any  system  of  oiforoed  kiaiis- 
What  little  benefit  we  should  derive  fnn  ^  1 
adoption  would  be  represented  in  dw  savin? 
of  a  certain  amount  of  interest ;  but  if  the 
State  took  up  the  whole  note   issue  the  I 
note  tax  would  be  lost,  ao  that  the  Com- 
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monwealth  would  not  gain  any  material  .id- 
vantoge.  The  alliance  opposite  has  been 
formed  on  a  very  peculiar  basis.  One  paity 
to  it  has  been  actuated  by  a  desire,  we  are 
told,  to  secure  a  greater  measure  of  protec- 
tion, and  I  have  extracted  from  the  alliance 
programme  all  that  bears  upon  tTial  ques- 
tion.  The  programme  provides  for — 

LegislatioD  (including  Tariff  legislation)  shown 
to  be  necesiary  : — 

(1)  To  develop  Austialian  resources. 

(2)  To  preserve,  encourage,  and  benefit  Aus- 

tralian industries,  primary  and  second- 
ary. 

(3)  To  secure  fair  conditions  of  labour  for 
all  engaged  in  every  form  of  industrial 
enterprise,  and  to  advance  their  interests 
and  well-being  without  distinction  of 
class  or  social  status. 

That  looks  very  well  on  paper;  but  these 
proposals  are  not  in  themselves  sulfk:ient 
for  the  combination.  They  have  had  10  in- 
troduce three  additiOTal  paragraphs,  setting 
forth  that — 

As  to  any  regulation  arising  under  this  para- 
giaph  only  any  member  of  either  party  may,  as 
to  any  specific  proposal— 

(o)  Agree  with  the  members  of  his  own  party 

to  be  bound  by  their  joint  determination ; 

or— 

{b)  Decide  for  himself  bow  f>i  the  particular 
circumstances  prove  necessity,  or  the  ex. 
tent  to  which  ue  proposal  should  be  car- 
ried. 

In  other  words,  any  member  of  the  alliance 
may  either  agree  to  be  bound  by  the  deci- 
sion of  his  party,  or  exercise  his  own  indi- 
vidual opinion,  and  vote  as  he  pleases  with 
regard  to  Tariff  legislation.  That  is  practi- 
cally the  meaning  of  this  proposal,  and  yet 
it  has  been  placed  before  the  protectionists 
of  Victoria  as  an  indication  that  if  this  alli- 
ance comes  into  power  they  will  secure  a 
revival  of  protection.  The  whole  thing  is  a 
farce. 

Mr.  Maugeb.— Why  should  the  honorable 
member  grumble  about  it  ? 

Mr.  LONSDALE. — I  am  simply  showing 
that  these  proposals  are  mere  humbug.  The 
two  paragraphs  which  Z  have  just  read  are 
marked  "a"  and  "A,"  and  if  we  assume 
that  those  letters  stand  for  "asinine  hum- 
bug "  we  fairly  estimate  their  value.  The 
members  of  the  alliance  have  not  for  one 
moment  anticipated  that  anything  in  the 
shape  of  a  protectionist  revival  will  result 
from  the  conbination. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^Why  should  the  honorable 
menJber  object  to  that? 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— I  wish  the  public  to 
know  the  real  facts  of  the  position.  They 
are  not  always  told  the  truth  in  regard  to 


these  matters,  and  it  is  time  that  it  was  put 
before  them.  We  are  told  that  increased 
protecticm  is  needed  by  Victorian  industries, 
which  have  beoi  protected  almost  for  ages. 
Notwithstanding  that  they  had  had  a  large 
measure  of  protecticm  Ua  many  years,  the 
moment  a  shf^t  reduction  in  the  Tariff  was 
made  they  cried  out  that  they  oould  not  exist. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber call  a  reduction  of  zoo  per  cent  a  slight 
one? 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— A  reduction  of  a 
duty  of  25  per  cent,  to  i2\  per  cent,  is  a 
very  fair  one.  I  am  in  favour  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Tariff  Commission,  but  it 
must  be  based  on  fair  lines.  It  should  be 
fairly  representative  of  both  the  protec- 
tionist and  free-trade  party. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.— We  have  no  objection 
to  that. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— Those  who  are  agi- 
tating for  the  appointment  of  a  Tariff  Com- 
mission will  find,  if  it  be  appointed,  that 
its  investigations  will  not  bear  out  their  as- 
sertion. They  will  show  a  different  state 
of  things  from  that  which  the  protectionists 
opposite  suggest.  I  am  informed  that  "the 
Dentcm  Hat  Mills  Company,  of  Melbourne, 
has  refused  orders,  on  the  ground  that  thej* 
have  already  booked  so  far  ahead  that  thev 
would  not  be  able  to  carry  th«n  out. 

Mr.  Mauger.— That  »  not  correct.  I 
was  at  the  mills  this  morning,  and  I  know 
that  business  there  is  very  dull. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— If  the  honorable 
member  challenges  my  statement,  I  shall 
submit  to  him  letters  received  in  Sydney 
that  bear  out  my  assertion.  I  can  place 
my  hands  on  documentary  proof  of  my 
statement.  I  have  been  promised  those  let- 
ters, which  show  that  the  Denton  Hat  Mills 
Company  has  refused  orders,  on  die  groimd 
that  it  could  not  carry  them  out  We  are 
told  that  a  Victorian  nail  factcvy  is  being 
ruined,  but,  in  July  last,  it  had  its  record 
output. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — For  barbed  wire. 
Mr.  LONSDALE.—The  factory  had  a 
record  output  in  that  month- 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — But  not  in  nails. 
Mr.  LONSDALE.— It  was  the  factory's 
record  output  in  respect  of  manufactured 
goods,  but  I  cannot  say  whether  it  related 
to  nails. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  honorable  member 
has  not  made  any  inquiries. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— We  ate  also  told  that 
the  glass  bottle  works  in  this  State  need 
greater  protection,  but  I  know  that  they 
have  bera  doing  well. 
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Mr.  Mauger. — Have  they  ? 

Mr.  HuicE  Cook. — ^Two  nail  facbvies 
have  been  closed  since  the  passing  of  the 
Tariff. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— In  1903  Victoria's  ex- 
port of  manufactured  goods  was  ^1,000,000 
in  excess  of  that  which  she  exported  in 
1900.  That  increase  XoA  place  under  the 
Federal  Tariff. 

Mr.  Mauger. — But  what  did  she  import? 

Mr.  LONSDALE.  —  Facts  like  these 
prove  that  the  assertions  of  the  Protec- 
tionist Party  about  the  state  of  trade  are 
utterly  absurd. 

Mr.  HuMX  Cook. — The  increase  to  which 
the  honorable  member  refers  was  not  in 
manufactures. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— It  was  in  goods  of 
Victorian  manufacture.  - 1  saw  a  statement 
in  the  press  recently  setting  forth  that  this 
increase  had  occurred,  and  on  inquiry  at 
the  office  of  the  Government  Statist  I 
learned  that  it  was  correct. 

Mr.  Mauge]^ — In  what  newspaper  was 
this  statement  published? 

Mr.  LONSDALE.  —  In  a  commercial 
journal.  I  do  not  put  such  statements  be- 
fore the  House  without  first  making  in- 
quiries, and  it  was  for  this  reason  that  I 
went  to  the  Government  Statist's  office.  I 
wished  to  verify  the  report. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  —  Did  not  Senator 
Trenwith  say  much  the  same  thing? 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— I  do  not  know  what 
he  said. 

Mr.  Maugek. — We  have  lost  a  very  large 
proportion  of  Victorian  trade. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— I  am  dealing  only 
with  the  attempt  to  bring  about  a  pro- 
tectionist revival.  If  a  Tariff  Commis- 
sion be  appointed,  I  am  satisfied  that  its 
investigations  will  prove  that  local  manu- 
facturers have  been  benefited,  rather  than 
injured  by  the  Federal  Tariff. 

Mr.  Maugek. — There  are  hundireds  of 
men  out  of  work  in  Victoria. 

^Ir.  LONSDALE.— There  were  hun- 
dreds of  men  out  of  work  in  this  State, 
even  when  the  protectionist  Tariff  was  at 
its  highest. 

Mr.  Mauger. — But  thev  were  not  fol- 
lowing the  trades  to  which  I  refer. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— Protection  has  been 
a  cur-se  to  Victoria.  I  am  here,  not  to 
pl.iy  any  game,  but  to  tell  the  truth.  If 
the  workinjimen  of  this  State  would  onlv 
open  their  eyes  they  would  see  that  protec- 
tion has  been  a  curse,  rather  than  a  bene- 


fit to  Victoria,  and  that  they  have  been 
fooled  by  the  men  who  call  themselves 
their  leaders. 

Mr.  Watson. — Is  the  honcH-able  member 
speaking  for  the  Ministry? 
Mr.  LONSDALE.— I  am  not. 
Mr.  SPEAKER— I  desire  to  call  tht 
attention  of  the  honorable  member  to  th; 
faa  that  he  is  turning  round,  and  addres- 
sing the  galleries,  and>  that  he  ought  10 
address  himself  to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— I    was  addressing 
honorable    members    in    the  Opposition 
comer,  who  feel  so  keenly  on  this  questioa 
Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  hcmorable  mem- 
ber will  please  address  the  Chair. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— I  wish  to  impreu 
upon  these  honorable  members  the  truths 
that  I  am  uttering.  I  desire  them  to  loA 
back  at  the  position  of  Victoria  at  a  time 
when  the  protectionist  Tariff  of  this  Stite 
was  at  its  highest — to  see  for  themselves  how 
the  working  men  have  suffered  under  that 
policy,  and  to  exercise  their  intelligence  in 
determining  where  the  real  trouble  lies.  In- 
stead of  seeking  to  bring  about  a  protec- 
tionist revival,  which  would  be  only  a 
greater  curse  to  Victoria  than  it  has  era 
had,  they  should  support  a  policy  that  will 
improve  the  o(»idition  of  the  pec^Ie. 

Mr.  POYNTON. — The  hofK}rable  monber 
should  address  these  remarks  to  the  Min- 
ister of  Trade  and  Custcmis. 

Mr.  LONSDALE— I  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Minister.  I  am  a  supporter  of  the 
Government,  but  am  opposed  to  any  revival 
of  protection.  If  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs  attempts  to  revive  that  policy  he 
will  find  in  me  a  bitter  opponent.  We  an 
promised  a  Federal  syston  of  old-age  pen- 
sions. Honorable  members  opposite  sneer 
at  the  proposal  of  the  Ministry  to  confer 
with  the  States  Governments  in  regard  to 
this  question.  But  we  know  that  without 
the  co-operation  of  the  States  such  a  system 
is  impossible. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Nonsense. 
Mr.  LONSDALE.— We  know  full  well 
that  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  provide  for  a 
Federal  system  of  old-age  pensions  by 
means  of  a  tax  on  land  values.  When  h(»- 
orable  members  opposite  tell  the  people  that 
it  can  be  provided  for  by  a  tax  mi  land 
values  they  know  that  they  are  talking  of 
something  which  is  really  impossible.  The 
only  way  in  which  it  is  possible  to  secure 
Federal  old-age  pensions  is  by  the  Common- 
wealth Government  conferring,  as  they  pro- 
pose to  do,  with  the  Gorermnents  of  the 
Si  ates,  and  inducing  them  to  agree  
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Mr.  PoYNTON. — ^To  a  Federal  land  tax. 
Mr.  LONSDALE.— No;  but  to  make 
prDvision  for  the  payment  of  old-age  pen- 
sions out  of  the  CustOTis  revenue.  If  a 
Federal  system  cost  500,000  per  annum, 
it  would  be  necessary,  under  our  Consti- 
tution, to  raise  ^^6,000,000  in  order  to  pay 
for  it,  so  that  we  must  make  some  arrange- 
ment with  the  States  to  utilize  Customs  re- 
venue in  that  direction.  If  the  Labour 
Party  are  so  strongly  in  favour  of  old- 
age  pensions,  how  is  it  that  the  Queensland 
Labour  Goremment  has  not  introduced  the 
system  there? 

Mr.  Frazer. — They  will  do  so. 
Mr.  McCay. — Their  programme  does  not 
include  such  a  proposal. 

Mr.  LONSDALE.— Why  does  not  the  La- 
bour Government  in  Western  Australia  do  the 
same  thing  ?    I  am  opposed  to  the  posit'on 
taken  up  by  the  Labour  Party,  but  I  do  not 
wish  it  to  be  understood  ioc  one  moment 
that  I  am  hostile  to  the  cause  of  labour. 
Labour  has  my  deepest  sympathy,  and  I 
am  prepared  to  assist  in  passing  any  legis- 
lation in  its  interests.    But  to  attempt  by 
means  of  a  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Act 
to  help  the  masses,  is  just  as  useless  as  it 
is  to  seek  to  quench  a  fire  by  spitting  on  it. 
Xo  good  would  result  from  the  passing  of 
such  a  measure.      How  is  it  possible  to 
keep  up  the  standard  of  wages  in  a  falling 
market?   I  have  been  opp(^ed  to  concilia- 
tion and  arbitration  legislation,  because  at 
best  it  can  be  only  a  palliative.  It  cannot 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  disputes  and 
difficulties  as  have  arisen  in  the  past.  I 
shall  certainly  do  all  I  can  in  opposition  to 
the  passing  of  any  restrictive  legislation. 
I  believe  in  developing  the  freedom  of  every 
individual,  and  in  giving  every  man  the  ful- 
lest opportunity  to  use  the  powers  with 
which  he  is  endowed.    By  working  in  that 
direction  alone   shall  we  secure  the  salva- 
tion of  the  people.    We  cannot  hope  to  help 
them  by  restricting  the  use  of  individual 
power.  '  We  have  seen  the  Conciliation  and 
Arbitration  Act  of  New  South  Wales  work- 
ing in  such  a  way  that,  as  the  result  of  the 
section  dealing  with  the  limitation  of  ap- 
nrentices.  many  lads  have  been  prevented 
from  obtaining  work,  ind  have  been  sent 
out  into  the  streets.     Instead  of  giving 
pvery  man  the  fullest  opoortunitv  to  do  the 
best  he  can  for  himself,  it  is  having  the  op- 
posite effect.    I  am  not  one  of  those  who 
believe  that  every  worker  should  be  paid  the 
.same  wage.    All  men  differ.    Their  capa- 
citv  varies,  and  each  man  ought  to  receive  | 
only  that  which  he  himself  cams.    I  feel 


that  no  man,  whether  engaged  in  manufac- 
turing or  other  pursuits,  should  by  law 
receive  any  special  privilege  over  the  rest 
of  the  people.  If  our  States  were  to  ad- 
opt a  different  system — if  we  were  to  make 
use  of  our  unoccupied  lands,  under  an  in- 
telligent land  policy — the  trouble  and  dif- 
ficulty which  exist  to-day  in  the  Common- 
wealth would  soon  disappear,  and  instead 
of  the  poverty  and  misery  which  we 
see  about  us,  we  should  have 
happy  homes  and  much  brighter  conditions. 
But  these  attempts  to  establish  a  tobacco 
monopoly,  and  other  proposals  of  that 
nature,  to  help  the  community,  are  silly  and 
absurd,  and  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  will 
receive  no  assistance. 

Mr.  Hughes. — The  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta  yesterday  made  a  number 
of  statements  which  may  be  left  to  look 
after  themselves ;  but  there  is  one  thing 
that  he  said  which  I  shall  take  this  <q)por- 
tunity  to  correct.  He  said — or  is  reported 
to  have  said — t  am  now  quoting  from  the 
Age  of  to-day — 

He  knew  that  Mr.  Hughes  had  gone  to  the 
Oiange  Association  and  asked  to  be  put  oq  the 
Orange  bunch.  - 

I  wish  to  say  that  that  is  not  correct ;  that 
I  have  never,  either  at  the  last  election, 
or  any  other  election,  gone  to  the  <^ials, 
or  to  any  perscHi  connected  however  re- 
motely with  the  Orange  instituticxi  or  the 
Protestant  Defence  Association,  cx  any 
religious  body  in  New  South  Wales,  or  in 

Australia  • 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Or  any  mie  con- 
nected with  them? 

Mr.  Hughes. — Or  any  one  connected 
with  them,  and  asked  them  to  put  me  in 
the  bunch,  or  a»kal  to  be  included  as  a 
nominee  of  theirs.  I  have  asked  to  be 
taken  out  of  their  list,  and  that  is  the  only 
commimication  I  have  ever  made  to  them.  I 
have  always  endeavoured  to  deprecate  the 
introduction  of  sectarianism  into  politics ; 
I  have  never  been  indebted  in  any  way 
to  such  institutions  for  my  return ;  and  I 
hope  that  I  shall  not  be  so  indebted  in  the 
future- 
Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  desire  to  make  a 
personal  explanation  in  view  of  what  has 
just  fallen  from  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  West  Sydney.  I  wish  to  say, 
in  reference  to  some  remarks  that  were  made 
yesterday,  that  I  did  not  speak  without  hav- 
ing what  I  believed  to  be  full  warranty  for 
my  statement.  I  have  proof  here  which 
satisfies  me,  and  wtiidi,  I  believe,  justified 
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me  in  the  statement  wbidi  I  made.    Here  is 

a  wire  signed  by  Mr.  Packer,  the  editor  of 
the  Watchman,  in  Sydney.    He  says — 

Hughes  called  od  me  at  office — 

that  is  definite  enough — - 

during  last  Federal  campaign  in  great  concein. 
Said  Roman  ticket  being  used  for  ail  it  was  wortb 
for  Warren  agaiost  himself,  and  asked  me  to  do 
what  I  could  through  Waichman,  and  privately, 
to  stir  up  Protestant  vote.  He  also  gave  me  some 
tit-bits  to  use  against  Warren  in  paragraphs. 
Never  asked  to  have  name  withdrawn  from  list. 
Said,  left  it  to  my  judgment  whether  I  would 
withdraw  it  or  not,  though  he  hoped  to  get  some 
Roman  votes  unless  they  became  alarmed. 

There  i&  justification  for  the  statement  I 
made  yesterday, 

Mr.  Hughes. — I  desire  again  ' 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order  !  It  is  not  for 
me  to  determine  finally — it  is  for  the  House 
to  do  that — ^but  it  does  appear  to  me  that 
the  express  prcJiibition  of  debate  upon  any 
personal  explanation,  precludes  explanation 
after  explanation  being  made,  first  of  all, 
by  way  of  attack,  and  then  by  way  of  reply. 
If  the  honorable  and  learned  member  de- 
sires to  explain  any  matter,  which  will  not 
lead  to  a  further  explanation  in  the  way  of 
debate,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  hear  him.  But 
I  will  ask  him  not  to  say  anything  in  the 
nature  of  debate. 

Mr.  Hughes. — There  is  not  one  word  of 
truth  in  what  the  h(Miorable  member  for 
Parramatta  has  read.  What  I  asked  of 
Padcer  on  the  only  occasion  when  I  called 
on  him  was  to  be  |[ood  enough  to  take  me 
out  of  their  list. 

Mr.  Watson.  —  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  told  me  that  mcxiths  ago. 

Mr.  Hughes. — But  he  said  that  he  had 
put  my  name  there  with  a  view  of  doing 
me  a  good  turn.  I  had  known  him  as  a 
member  of  the  Daily  Telegraph  staff,  on 
which  he  was  a  reporter.  I  told  hka  that 
was  the  reverse  of  what  he  was  doing,  and 
asked  him  to  be  good  enough  to  publish  a 
letter  of  mine  to  that  effect.  He  said,  "  I 
will  simply  knock  the  name  out,  and  there 
will  4)6  an  end  of  it." 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — My  statement  can 
be  further  corroborated. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie).  —  We  can 
now,  I  presume,  get  back  to  the  sub- 
ject tmder  discussitm.  I  have  gathered 
from  the  remarks  of  the  h(»K)rable  member 
for  New  England  that  the  Ministerialists 
at  the  present  time  have  a  serious  objection 
to  raise  against  the  methods  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, whom  they  accuse  of  having  resorted 
to  unfair  tactics.    Coming  ac  it  does  from 


the  lips  of  those  who  have  lately  been  en- 
gaged in  aitfions  whidi  have  woo  for  &em 
the  tmenviable  distinction  of  being  called 

"  a  gang  of  political  sand-baggers,"  I  think 
that  if  the  hcxx>rable  member  was  speaking 
on  behalf  of  hcmOTable  members  <^posite 
his  remarks  might  be  described  as  similar 
to  "  Satan  sermonizing  on  sin."  I  wish  ioi  a 
few  moments  „to  contrast  the  position  of  the 
members  of  the  Opposition  and  the  atti- 
tude they  have  adopted  in  this  FarlianxDt 
with  those  that  have  been  adopted  by  ^hjk 
who  are  sitting  on  the  Ministezial  side  of 
the  House.  The  leader  of  the  Oppoutiat 
in  expressing  his  dissatisfactica  with  the 
present  Admmistraticni,  did  not  resort  to  the 
methods  that  were  adopted  by  the  present 
Prime  Minister  when  he  was  seddng 
office.  The  leader  of  the  OppoatioD 
has  come  down  with  a  definite  want  of  oca- 
fidence  motion,  and  has  given  every  hoow- 
able  member  an  opporttmity  to  express  his 
ooinions  clearly,  dutinctly,  and  fully,  so 
that  there  may  be  no  doubt  about  the  posi- 
tion in  which  we  all  stand.  But  what  was 
the  course  adopted  by  the  Prime  Ministn? 
He  came  to  the  House  in  March,  when  the 
Deakin  Government  was  in  office,  and  said 
that  they  were  in  a  minority,  and  were  de- 
pending for  their  political  exlsteixx  on  the 
votes  of  those  who  were  then  sitting  on  the 
comer  bendies.  There  was  a  serious  dif- 
ference of  opinion  with  regard  to  the  inclu- 
sion in  the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration 
Bill  of  the  public  servants.  The  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Ballarat  was  aware 
that  the  party  to  which  I  belong  were 
pledged  to  the  inclusicm  of  those  persons. 
Being  defeated  upon  that  question,  he  re- 
linquished office.  At  that  time  the  present 
Prime  Minister  voted  with  the  Deakin  Go- 
vernment. But  from  statements,  which  were 
made  by  him  to  the  press,  we  were  led  to 
believe  that  he  was  very  glad  that  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Ballarat  had 
retired  from  (rffice.  Certainly,  a  number  of 
his  present  supporters  voted  against  the 
Deakin  Government.  When  asked  why  hs 
did  not  get  his  supporters  to  save  the 
Deakin  Government,  the  Prime  Minister 
stated,  in  iustification.  that  he  did  not  wish 
to  coerce  the  votes  of  those  who  believed  ia 
the  inclusion  of  the  public  servants  in  the 
Conciliation  and  Arbitratkm  BilL  No  one 
would  ask  him  to  do  that  But  what  about 
the  conduct  of  those  gentlemen  who  have 
been  proclaimed  as  wreckers?  What,  for 
'  instance,  about  the  honorable  member  fot 
'  New  England,  the  honorable  member  i<v 
I  Lang,  and  the  hcMiorable  meniber  for  Wil- 
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mot?  What  influence  did  he  use  opon 
those  members  of  his  party  ? 

Mr.  Kelly. — The  present  Prime  Ministei 
used  no  influence  in  that  direction. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — Absolutely  none  !  But 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  right 
honorable  member  was  very  well  pleased  at 
the  defeat  of  the  Deakin  Administrati<xi. 
The  Watson  Government  then  assumed  the 
responsibilities  of  office.     At  that  time 
there  was  a  serious  difference  of  ojMnion 
between  honorable  members  opposite.  The 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Ballarat, 
leading  one  section  of    the  Oppositiwi, 
said  that  it  was  necessary  that  a  majcMity 
should  be  secured.      That  was  satisfac- 
torv.      No  one  could  find-  fault  with  his 
position.     But  the  Prime  Minister,  speak- 
ing subsequently,  said  that  if  it  were  a 
question  of  majority    rule,  the  Labour 
Party  had  as  much  right  to  sit  upon  the 
Government  benches  as  had  the  Deakin 
Government   during   the   previous  three 
years.     It  is  fair  to  assume  fiom  that  re- 
mark that  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
was  anticipating  a  time  when  he  might  be 
sitting  upon  the  Ministerial  benches  with- 
out having  a  majority.     Subsequently  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Ballarat 
stated  that  one  thing  which  must  be  con- 
sidered in  the. matter  of  an  agreement  be- 
tween two  parties  was  that  the  members 
of  those  parties  must  not  be  found  flying 
at  each  other's  throats  at  the  next  election. 
We  heard  quite  a  different  expression  of 
opinion  from  the  right  honorable  member 
for  East  Sydney.     He  stated  that  to  make 
compacts  with  another  party  when  an  elec- 
tion  was   imminent   was   legitimate,  but 
that  a  compact  made  now  as  to  what  was  to 
happen  at'  the  next  election  merited  the 
strongest  condemnation.    Consequently,  the 
actions  of  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  at  that  time,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  light  honorable  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  Government,  merited  the  strong- 
est condemnation.      Now,  it  is  necessary 
to  deal  for  a  brief  time  with  a  few  of  the 
opinions  which  members  of  the  two  groups 
on  the  Government  nde  of  the  House  have 
held  concerning  one  another  at  different 
periods  during  their  political  career.  I 
do  not  wish  to  go  back  to  ancient  history,  or 
to  deal  with  what  the  Prime  Minister  did 
or  said  ten  years  a^o  in  the  New  South 
Wales   Parliament.  "  I   am  prepared  to 
content  myself  with  his  actions  since  he 
has  been  a  member  of  this  Parliament. 
Speaking  at  the  Town  Hall,  Melbourne, 
on  30th  October,  concerning  the  Deakin 


Administratxm,  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man used  these  words — 

The  GoremmeDt  iatroduced  the  Electoral  Bill 
in  the  Senate,  with  a  provision  for  minority  re- 
pieseotation.  That  was  the  main  provision  of 
the  measure.  The  Seaate  knocked  it  out.  Then 
the  Senate  put  in  a  provision  against  plumping. 
The  other  House  removed  it,  and  the  changes 
were  running  between  the  two  Houses,  in  which 
several  liinirter»  voted  in  several  ways  durine 
the  several  stages  of  the  Bill.  Mr.  Deakin  said 
last  nicbt  that  that  Bill  gave  manhood  and 
womanhood  suffrage  to  Australia.  I  say  that  this 
Goverament,  to  serve  its  political  interests,  robbed 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  electors  of  their  just 
rights 

I  wiHider  how  honorable  members  opposite 
l&e  to  have  those  matters  brought  under 
their  notice  at  this  particular  time,  when 
they  are  clasping  one  another  to  their 
bosoms,  and  think  neither  can  do  any  wnmg. 
The  right  honorable  gentleman  went  on  to 
say — • 

This  nefarious  act  in  the  interests  of  one  poli- 
tical party  may  be  committed  in  the  interests  of 
anot&ex. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — ^Why  re-open  those  old 
sores? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— This  is  a  sore  which 
immediately  concerns  the  present  position  in 
Parliament,  and  does  not  concern  the  p<»i- 
tion  of  certain  gentlemen  in  New  South 
Wales  about  ten  years  ago.  With  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Northern 
Melbourne,  I  am  heartily  side  of  hearing 
about  those  old  squabbles  in  New  South 
Wales.  Any  stranger  coming  into  the  gal- 
leries of  this  House  would  believe  that  the 
Commonwealth  consisted  of  New  South 
Wales,  and  New  South  Wales  only. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Why  did  the  hon- 
orable member  not  make  a  protest  when 
the  subject  was  raised? 

Mr.  FRAZER. — I  am  making  my  pro- 
test now  when  I  am  in  order,  but  the  hon- 
orable member  in  interjecting  is  out  of 
order.  The  speech,  from  which  I  am 
quoting,  proceeded — 

Let  us,  while  we  stand  on  the  brink  of  the 
momentous  developments  of  this-  Australian  na- 
tion, try  to  keep  it  from  the  political  corruption 
we  see  in  other  great  democracies.  My  strongest 
charge  against  this  Government  is  that  they  have 
broken  their  duty  to  the  people,  and  broken  the 
laws  of  the  coimtry  for  a  selfish  motive,  and  they 
have  defiled  and  debased  the  ballot-box  of  Aus- 
tralia. 

I  wonder  how  the  head  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment, who,  with  his  equal  in  all  things, 
occupies  the  front  Ministerial  benches,  feels 
now  when  he  finds  himself  a  partner  with 
those  who  took  a  prominent  part  in  debasing 
and  defiling  the  ballot-b<a  of  Australia? 
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A  similar  question  might  be  asked 
as  to  the  right  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Balaclava.  I  wonder  if 
that  gentleman  feels  at  peace  with 
the  head  of  the  Govaiunrat,  by  whom 
he  was  slandered  on  the  public  plat- 
form, and  who  has  ridden  on  his  back  into 
prominence  in  this  Parliament.  We  find, 
however,  that,  despite  those  serious  differ- 
ences of  opinion — I  am  safe,  I  think,  in 
thus  referring  to  the  position— the  present 
Government,  and  their  supporters  have 
agreed  on  one  point,  viz.,  that  the  Labour 
Party  of  this  country  must  be  checked  and 
"  downed."  One  of  the  first  reasons  which 
hcmorable  members  opposite  advance  fox 
their  present  stand  is  that  we  on  this  aide 
obtain  our  political  positions  by  the  assis- 
tance of  a  machine  which  they  intend  to  re- 
move. I  should  like  for  a  moment  to  refer 
to  this  so-calied  political  machine,  which 
honorable  members  on  the  other  side  take 
a  particular  delight  in  denouncing.  The 
mode  in  which  all  honorable  members  on 
this  side  enter  this  Chamber  may  not  be 
altogether  the  same,  but  is  very  nearly  the 
same  in  all  portions  of  Australia.  Before 
a  man  is  permitted  to  be  a  candidate  under 
our  flag  he  must  be  a  member  of  a  trade 
union  or  a  labour  league;  and  in  that 
matter  there  are  no  restrictions.  There  is 
no  member  in  this  House  who,  if  he  dedres 
to  join  the  leagues,  may  not  do  so.  There 
is  no  clique;  the  party  is  not  reserved 
for  a  few.  but  is  open  to  all  who  desire  to 
enter.  When  it  is  agreed  that  a  labour  man 
shall  be  nominated  for  a  certain  consti- 
tuency, the  can(£date  must  possess  the 
goodwill  of  a  majority  of  those  who  know 
him.  best,  and  he  must  subsc^be  to  the 
platform.  But  what  is  the  course  adopted 
by  the  Free-trade  Party  ?  As  an  illustra- 
tion, I  might  point  to  my  interjecting  friend 
the  honorable  member  for  Wentworth.  If 
he  had  not  had  the  good  grace  of  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  East 
Sydney,  and  had  not  been  placed  on  the 
free-trade  ticket,  what  chance  would  he 
have  had  of  being  a  member  of  this  Par- 
liament? If  the  honorable  member  had  not 
had  behind  him  the  influence  of  the  great 
Sydney  newspapers  

Mr.  Kelly. — I  never  met  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  East  Sydney  before 
I  announced  myself  as  a  candidate 

Mr.  FRAZER.—That  is  a  vastly  differ- 
ent matter.  What  chance  would  the  hon- 
orable member  have  had  had  his  name  not 
appeared  on  the  free-trade  ticket?  As 
T  candidates  have  to  sulnnit  them- 


selves to  the  goodwill  of  those  who  know 
them  best.  On  the  other  side,  the  parti- 
cular gentlraoan  who  is  at  the  head  of  the 
free-trade  organization  obtains  the  assist- 
ance of  the  great  daily  newqwpers,  in 
Sy  dney ,  for  instanoe,  for  certain  can- 
didates, with  the  result  that  these  gentlemen 
are  entirely  at  his  mercy.  As  an  illustra- 
tion of  the  method  adopted  by  the  La- 
bour Party,  I  may  take  the  case  of  Se- 
nator de  Largie  in  Western  Australia. 
That  gentleman  was  luminated  by  the 
Labour  Party  for  the  Senate,  and  a  plebis- 
cite was  taken  of  trade  unionists  and  mem- 
bers of  labour  organizations  generally  in 
Wetiem  Australia,  with  the  xesult  that  at 
the  preliminary  poll  Senator  de  Largie  was 
selected  as  the  candidate  about  8,500 
votes.  I  ask  the  right  honcu-able  member 
for  Swan,  who  selected  the  protectionia 
candidates  for  the  Senate  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia ? 

Mr.  King  O'Malley.— The  right  hon- 
orable member  himself. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— -The  protectionist  can- 
didates were  selected  by  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan  and  Dr.  Hackett,  the 
head  of  the  West  Australian  newspaper. 

Sir  John  Forbest. — Dr.  Hackett  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  selection. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Did  the  right  honor- 
able member  not  select  the  candidates,  if 
Dr.  Hackett  did  not  do  so? 

Sir  John  Forbest. — supported  the 
candidates. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— On  the  one  hand,  we 
see  that  8,500  electors,  who  knew  Senator 
de  Largie  intimately,  selected  him  as  their 
candidate,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  candi- 
dates were  sele<^ed  by  one  man,  and  finsted 
Oil  the  electm. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  did  not  selea  the 
candidates. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— We  find  that  the  demo- 
cracy of  Western  Australia  on  that  occa- 
sion, by  an  immense  majority,  returned 
labour  senators  at  the  head  of  the  peril.  It 
is  said  that  the  Labour  Party  are  class  re- 
presentatives; but  I  do  not  think  that  a 
more  striking  exhibiticm  of  class  representa- 
tion could  be  witnessed  than  that  afforded 
us  by  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Waniuxi  last  night.  From  start  to  finish  the 
one  question  in  that  honorable  and  learned 
members  mind  was — ^"How  is  this  going  to 
affect  the  farmer?  How  are  my  oonstito- 
ents  going  to  get  on  ?" 

Mr.  Kelly. — Is  it  not  his  duty  to  con- 
sider his  constituents? 
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Mr.  FRAZER.— -Yes,  but  not  at  the  ex^ 
p«ise  of  otheir  poxtions  of  the  Common- 
wealth, not  when  it  means  an  injustice  to 
thousands  of  others  who  do  not  happen  to 
Jive  in  the  constituency  of  Wannon.  As  to 
the  Arbitration  Bill  and  the  inclusion  of 
agricultural  labourers,  who  are  the  class  ad- 
vocates in  this  Chamber?  The  c^ject  of 
the  Labour  Party  is  to  make  that  Bill  apply 
to  the  industries  of  the  country  as  a  whole, 
and  we  are  met  with  the  cry,  "Oh,  save  the 
poor  farmer  and  the  vooc  fruit-grower  I" 
The  other  day  we  had  ficna  the  Mmist^  of 
Trade  and  Customs  a  statemoit  that  the 
policy  of  the  Labour  Party  is  to  tax  the  pro- 
ducer off  the  land.  Am  I  correctly  repre- 
senting what  the  Minister  said? 

Mr.  McLean. — ^The  honorable  member  is 
quite  right. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— If  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  iCustocns  seriously  entertains  that 
opinion  he  is  siifFering  from  an  unpardon- 
able lack  of  knowledge  as  to  the  intenti<His 
of  htmorable  members  on  this  side.  The 
policy  that  the  party  with  which  I  am  asso- 
ciated intrad  to  a(k>pt  is  one  of  the  utmost 
consideratirai  for  the  xaea  who  are  produc- 
ing wealth  from  the  soil.  The  man  we 
want  to  tax  is  be  wlx»  is  not  produdng,  but 
is  keeping  the  land  locked  up  from  those 
who  want  to  produce.  A  few  months  ago 
it  was  stated  in  the  Tocsin,  and  the  state- 
ment has  not  been  disputed,  because  it  is  in- 
'disputable,  that  there  are  2,560,000  acres 
of  the  most  fertile  land  in  Victoria  which 
are  locked  up  by  great  landlord^  and  which 
support  only  7869  persons.  That  is  the  sort 
of  thing  we  desire  to  stc^.  We  desire  that 
those  men  shall  be  compelled  to  hand  the 
land  over  to  those  who,  under  present  con- 
ditions,  are  forced  to  go  elsewhere  in  order 
to  settle. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — ^Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber propose  that  the  land  shall  be  paid  for? 

Mr.  FRAZER. — Of  course;  our  policy 
is  not  a  policy  of  confiscation  in  regard  to 
land  or  any  other  property.  But  when  the 
welfare  of  the  people  is  being  seriously 
jeopardized  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  few 
men  have  millions  of  acres  locked  up,  it 
is  time  for  State  interfer^ice,  in  order  to 
make  them  part  with  that  land,  whether  they 
like  to  do  so  or  not. 

Mr.  Kellv. — How  is  the  money  to  be 
raised  for  the  purchase? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  shall  tell  the  honor- 
able member  about  the  financial  proposals 
pi  csently. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — The  present  Minister  of 
Ti  ade  and  Customs  was  the  first,  as  a  State 


Minister,  to  encourage  settlement  cm  a  large 
scale  in  Victoria. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Then  it  is  a  wonder 
that  the  honorable  gentleman,  at  that  time, 

allowed  his  gaze  to  miss  this  awful  exhibi- 
tion of  a  few  people  holding  millions  of 
acres  of  fertile  land  locked  up. 

Mr.  McLean. — ^The  State  Government,  of 
which  I  was  the  head,  resumed  and  dis- 
tributed amongst  the  people  nearly  all  the 
estates  that  have  been  resumed  for  settle- 
ment in  Victoria. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— If  that  be  so,  and  I 
have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  honorable 
gentleman's  wwd,  I  can  only  say  that  be 
was  on  the  right  track,  and  that  it  is  a  pity 
he  was  not  allowed  to  stay  in  the  State  Par- 
liament and  continue .  the  good  work.  I 
should  like  to  lay  before  honorable  mem- 
bers the  opinions  which  were  expressed  by 
the  present  head  of  the  Government  in  re- 
gard to  the  farmers  at  a  particular  time.  The 
right  honorable  gentleman,  at  Warragul  and 
Kyneton,  delivered  brilliant  addresses  and 
aroused  his  audiences  to  a  high  pitch  of 
enthusiasm.  It  would  appear  that  of  late 
his  one  mission  in  life  is  to  remove  any  ill- 
feeling  which  may  have  existed  between  the 
residents  of  Victoria  and  the  residents  of 
New  South  Wales,  and  to  that  end  he  is 
going  to  clasp  the  farmers  to  his  bosom, 
At  the  present  juncture,  it  is  interesting  to 
note — and  I  should  like  his  understudy  in 
the  House  to  listen  to  this — what  he  said 
in  the  Melbourne  Town  Hall  in  December, 
1899.    On  that  occasion  he  said — 

That  door  wbich  was  open'  in  the  mother  colony 
always  was  going  to  be  open  in  all  Australia. 

How  does  that  suit  the  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Customs? 

With  all  these  barriers  down,  the  stock  f  atteners 
and  wheat  farmers  would  feel  the  cold  sontherly 
wind  of  a  world's  competition. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — The  right  honorable 
gentleman  is  of  the  same  opinion  still. 

Mr.  FRAZER— If  that  be  so,  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  is  disguising  or  keep* 
ing  that  opinion  in  the  background.  When 
addressing  them  of  late,  he  has  not  pro- 
mised them  "  cold,  southerly  winds,"  but 
the  warmth  of  his  own  bosom.  Hc»ior- 
able  members  opposite  denounce  the  poli- 
tical machine  as  a  serious  evilj  when  it  is 
used  by  our  party ;  but  they  intend  to  bring 
into  existence  another  machine.  I  do  not 
say  that  the  members  of  the  Ministry  are 
sending  organizers  around,  but  their  sup- 
porters, and  also  the  merchants,  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Employers'  Federation — those 
who  are  responsible  for  sweating  y<N]ng 
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girls  in  Melbourne,  by  paying  them  2s.  6d. 
per  week,  and  then  deducting  2jd.  for  in- 
surance— are  organizing  leagues  throughout 
Victoria  and  the  other  States.  They  in- 
tend to  go  to  extremes  in  their  endeavour  to 
defeat  the  Labour  Party  at  the  next  elec- 
tion; and,  peculiarly  enough,  they  are  call- 
ing in  the  assistance  of  the  ladies.  At 
the  Masonic  Hall,  Collins-street,  Mel- 
bourne, the  other  night,  at  a  fully- 
packed  meeting  ready  to  cheer  the 
Prime  Minister  when  he  cracked  some 
of  his  familiar  jokes,  that  gentle- 
man when  he  had  delivovd  his  vigor- 
ousdCTunciationof  tbeLabour  Party,  said : — 
"  In  this  hall,  there  must  be  no  sodety  dis- 
tinctions. The  '  missus  '  must  grasp  to  her 
boscHn  the  '  Mary '  that  works  the  gridiron." 
To  the  women  of  the  Commonwealth  he 
looked  to  save  the  country  from  the  ex- 
tremes of  labour  legislation.  But  if  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  had  so  much 
consideration  for  the  interests  of  the 
females  of  this  country,  if  he  was  so  anxious 
that  they  should  exercise  the  franchise,  and 
should  make  their  influence  felt  upon  the 
pdicv  of  the  Conunonwealth,  how  it  is  that, 
durii^  the  five  years  that  he  was  in  office  in 
New  South  Wales,  he  refused  to  give  the 
women  of  that  State  the  right  to  vote? 

Mr.  Kennedy. — Is  not  the  fact  equally  a 
reflection  upon  the  party  by  which  he  was 
kept  in  power? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan,  who  is  another  of  those 
who  are  foronost  now  in  addressing  meet- 
ings of  females,  was  at  fhe  head  of  a  Minis- 
try for  ten  vears  without  giving  them  a  vote. 
I  believe  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Gippsland  stands  in  a  similar  position. 

Mr.  McLean.— I  advocated  woman's  suf- 
fraire  before  the  honorable  member  wa^ 
born. 

Mr.  Maloney. — Yet  the  honorable  mem- 
ber left  me  in  want  of  a  seoMider  when  I 
first  proposed  it. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  honorable  membei 
for  Gippsland  may  have  stated  on  the  hust- 
ings his  belief  in  woman's  franchise,  but, 
although  he  was  Premier  of  Victoria  for  a 
considerable  time,  he  did  not  introduce  a 
Bill  to  give  effect  to  that  belief. 

Mr.  McLean. — ^It  was  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal planks  in  our  platfonn. 

Mr.  FRAZER. —  Then  the  honorable 
gentleman  ought  to  have  placed  it  upon  the 
statute-book.  It  has  been  in  the  plat- 
form of  the  Labour  Party  as  Iwig  as  I  re- 
member, and  if  it  had  not  been  continually 
advocated  by  that  party,  the  ladies  of  Aus- 


tralia would  never  have  obtained  the  right 
ta  vote.  When  hoixvable  members  oppo- 
site are  addressing  meetings  of  ladies,  their 
auditors  know  that  it  is  the  Labour  Patty 
whom  they  have  to  thank  for  their  i^t  to 
vote,  and  I  believe  that  their  gratitude  will 
cause  them  not  to  forget  us  when  the  time 
to  vote  comes.  Another  statement  of  the 
Prime  Minister  of  which  notice  must  be 
taken,  because  of  the  high  position  wbidi 
he  occupies,  though  it  may  be  only  ton- 
porarily,  was  that  the  Labour  Party  wish 
for  the  creaticHi  of  an  Arbitration  Onirt  in 
order  to  starve  the  wives  and  children  of 
non-unionists.  Ihat  is  one  of  the  greatest 
misrepresentations  of  oui  desires  that  has 
been  put  before  the  people  of  Australia. 
Mr.  Webster. — It  is  a  slander. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Yes.  Our  experience  of 
existing  arbitration  legislation  has  enabled 
us  to  gauge  pretty  accurately  what  is  re- 
quired to  make  a  Commonwealth  arbitra- 
tion measure  successful.  Arbitration  Acts 
are  in  fom  in  two  of  the  States,  bat  it  hat 
been  found  in  Western  Australia  that  a 
provisicni  giving  preference  to  unionists  is 
necessary,  and  the  Government  of  that  State 
propose  to  amend  the  Act  by  the  insertioD 
of  such  a  provisicm.  We  have  always  main- 
tained that  for  the  successful  administratioa 
of  an  ArbitraticHi  Act,  and  to  secure  the  in- 
dustrial peace  of  Australia,  it  is  necessary 
that  those  who  are  banded  together  in  or- 
ganizations should  have  s<»ne  interest  in 
supporting  that  legislaticm;  that  scxne  re- 
turn should  be  made  to.  them  for  their  ac- 
tion in  foregoing  the  right  to  strike  when 
dissatisfied  with  their  OHiditions,  and  for 
undertaking  the  expense  of  condixrting  cases 
before  the  Arbitration  Courts.  We  say  that 
those  who  bdcmg  to  tmions  should  be  placed 
in  as  good  a  position  as  those  who  are  not 
members  of  unions,  who  are  put  to  no  ex- 
pense, who  do  not  give  evidence  before  the 
Arbitration  Courts,  and  yet  who  boiefit  by 
all  their  awards.  To  speak  of  **  preference 
to  unionists  "  is  a  misnomer.  What  we  de- 
sire should  be  termed  "security  to  union- 
ists." It  is  the  bitter  experioice  of 
unimiists  in  all  parts  of  Australia  that 
those  who  have  taken  a  prominent 
part  in  conducting  the  affairs  of 
unicms,  either  by  appearing  before  Couns 
of  Arbitration,  or  in  other  ways.  h.ive  ofun 
afterwards  found  that  their  ;io;ii:rns 
have  been  filled  by  others,  although 
they  had  hitherto  done  their  work  with  ea- 
tire  satisfaction  to  their  employers.  We 
.knmv  that  blackballing  exists  in  cnuiexioit 
with  the  employers'  unions  of  Australia, 
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and  it  is  therefore  necessan'  that  there 
should  be  some  legislation  which  will  give 
security  to  those  who  are  responsible  for 
the  ocmduct  of  the  affairs  of  the  Labour 
organisations.     It  is  a  slander  to  say  that 
we  wish  to  starve  the  wives  and  children 
of  non-iuwmists.     On  the  contiary,  the 
Labour  Party  has,  from  its  inception  to 
the  presoit  time,  ccmsistently  tried  to  bring 
about  better  additions  for  the  people  of 
Australia.      Our  reputation,  however,  is 
such  that  we  need  not  fear  such  slanders. 
Incidentally,  I  would  point  out  that  dur- 
ing the  present  debate  we  have  had  the 
expression  of  the  views  of  only  (Hie-half 
of  the, head  of  the  Government.  Appar- 
ently, the  Ministry  are  reserving  themselves 
for  a  final  rush  before  the  division  bell 
rings;  but  probably  the  result  will  be  like 
what  is  happening  to  the  Japanese  at 
Port  Arthur,  that  when  they  maJce  it,  they 
will  suffer  very  severely.    The  final  ob- 
jection of  the  Prime  Minister  to  the  Labour 
Party  is  that  we  are  a  pack  of  extremists. 
Honorable  members  opposite  refer  to  them- 
selves as  a  oHnbination  of  moderates,  and 
I  am  very  pleased  to  obtain  from  their  own 
lips  a  name  by  which  I  mav  refer  to  them. 
They  are  certainly  very  moderate  in  their 
attendance  in  this  Chamber  at  the  present 
time.      I  should  like  to  know  how  far 
their  moderation  will  carrv  them.    Is  the 
moderation  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Gippsland  the  same  thing  as  that  of  the 
honotrable  member  for  Kooyong,  of  the 
honorable  member  for  New  England, -and 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Lang?  Are 
the  other  members  of  the  party  prepared 
to  go  as  far  as  the  Prime  Minister  wishes 
to  go,  and  to  remove  from  the  Immigra- 
ti<Hi  Restriction  Act  the  proviaon  relating  to 
contract  labour,  and  from  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Act  the  provision  relating  to  the 
enaplc^ent  of  black  labour  aa  mail  boats? 
I  think  that  their  moderation  is  likely  to 
carry  them  bafd::wards  in  nx»e  senses  than 
one.    Not  only  will  they  be  retrogressive  in 
their  legislation,  but  their  policy  will  carry 
them  back  to  this  side  of  the  Chamber 
with    which    they    are    more  familiar. 
The  Prime  Minister  was  elected  as  a  free- 
trader, but  he  declared,  when  speaking  on 
the  Address-in -Reply,  that,  so  far  as  the 
fiscal  utuation  was  concerned,  there  was 
an  armed  truce.    How  long  is  that  armed 
truce  to  last?    Will  it  continue  as  long 
as  the  present  ooaliticm  ranains  in  office? 
Iff  it  not  lather  a  truce  for  the  burial  of 
the  dead?   Has  not  d>e  right  bonwaUe 
znemher  now  got  rid  of  the  obstacle  which 


for  so  long  prevented  him  from  obtaining 
office?  There  is  nothing  very  contentious 
in  the  programme  of  the  Government. 
Their  chief  plank  is  to  get  into  recess  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  Kennedy.  —  Does  the  honorable 
member  blame  them? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— No;  because  it  is  their 
only  heme  of  ronaining  in  o£6ce.  I  would 
blame  honorable  member^  on  this  side, 
however,  if  they  did  not  take  the  first  op- 
portunity to  toss  them  out  of  (Mcx.  M- 
thougjh  honorable  members  opposite  differ 
on  many  things;  but  they  are  in  absolute 
agreement  upon  the  first  plank  of  their 
platform. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— And  the  honorable 
member's  party  are  in  agreement  upon  a 
second  plank— that  the  Ministry  shall  not 
get  into  recess. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Quite  so.  To  show 
why  they  diould  not  get  into  recess,  I  will 
refer  to  a  few  remarks  which  we  have 
heard  from  them  cm  other  occasions,  and 
to  the  methods  which  thev  adopted  for 
obtaining  office.  Both  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter and  his  better-half  declared  that  it 
would  be  unconstitutional  to  bring  the  pub- 
lic servants  of  the  States  and  of  the 
Commonwealth  under  the  Arbitration  Bill. 
If  it  were  not  unconstitutional,  they  de- 
clared that  it  was  inexpedient  —  ttat  it 
would  cause  considerable  dissatisfaction 
amongst  the  States,  and  that  it  involved  a 
very  ■  serious  encroachment  upon  State 
rights.  Indeed,  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat  affirmed  that  it  was 
the  first  step  towards  wrecking  the  Federa- 
tion. But  the  present  Government,  since 
their  advent  to  office,  practically  say,  "We 
are  quite  prepared  to  ignore;  the  inclusion  of 
the  public  servants  of  the  States  within  the 
scope  of  the  Bill,  and  to  disregard  the 
injury  which  will  be  done  to  Stote  rights 
if  we  can  only  get  into  recesa" 

Mr.  Kennedy.— Could  honorable  mem- 
bers go  back  upcm  their  votes  ? 

Mr.  FRAZER— The  Government  could 
have  declared,  as  did  the  hmiorafale  mem- 
ber for  Bland,  that  they  were  prepared  to 
adopt  the  Bill  in  a  certain  form,  and  that 
if  the  House  declined  to  allow  them  to  do 
so,  they  would  relinquish  office.  Instead  of 
taking  up  that  attitude,  they  stand  con- 
victed of  having  passed  a  measure  with 
which  they  absolutely  disagree. 

Mr.  KraraEDY. — No. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  maintain  that  that  is 
sr*.  Let  me  briefly  traverse  a  few  of  the 
items  which  are  contained   in   what  the 
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Government  have  been  pleased  to  dub  a 
"  policy."  The  first  matter  to  which  I 
shall  direct  attention  is  the  Kalgoorlie  to 
Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey  Bill.  As  a 
representative  of  Weste'rn  Australia,  I  am 
not  ungrateful  to  honorable  members  oppo- 
site for  the  votes  which  they  cast  in  favour 
of  obtaining  the  latest  possible  data,  so 
that  we  may  justify  that  great  national  pro- 
ject. But  when  we  find  the  Ministry  fill- 
ing their  so-called  programme  with  non- 
contentious  measures,  it  is  wily  right  tha^ 
we  should  criticise  their  action.  I  now 
wish  to  refer  to  a  telefgram  which  appears 
in  the  Argus  this  morning,  and  which  was 
despatched  to  Western  Australia  by  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan. 

Mr.  FowLEK.— I  think  that  an  important 
debate  of  this  kind  demands  a  better  at- 
tendance of  hMiorable  members  in  the  Cham- 
ber.   [Quorum  farmed.'] 

Mr.  FRAZER. — In  the  Argus  of  to-day 
I  find  the  following  telegram,  which  is 
headed  "  Trans- Australian  Railway  " : — 

KALGOORLIE,  Wednesday.— The  secretary 
of  the  roads  boaid  sent  a  telegraphic  message  of 
congratulation  to  Sir  Joho  Forrest  last  Saturday, 
in  the  terms  of  the  resolution  passed  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  board,  held  on  the  previous  evening, 
as  to  the  Trans-Australian  Railway  Survey  Bill. 
Yesterday  Sir  John  despatched  the  following  re- 
ply from  Melbourne: — "Very  gratified  at  your 
earnest  message.    Owing  to  the  Labour  Party 

Erecipitatine  a  no-confidence  motion,  which  would 
ave  been  just  as  effective  in  a  week's  time,  the 
Bill  is  postponed  indefinitely.  Regret  senseless 
tactics  just  when  success  was  assured." 

According  to  the  dictum  of  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan  everything  with 
which  he  does  not  agree  is  "senseless." 
Upon  the  question  of  the  cwistniction  of 
the  Trans-Continental  Railway  I  venture  to 
say  that  no  honorable  member  doubts  the 
loyalty  of  the  whole  of  the  representatives 
of  Western  Australia,  and  nobody  will  seri- 
ously cavil  at  their  earnestness  in  endeavour- 
ing to  secure  a  majority  in  favour  of  that 
undertaking.  But  when  I  find  the  right 
honwable  member  for  Swan  urging  that  the 
Labour  Party  have  precipitated  a  crisis 
which  imperils  the  passage  of  the  Bill  re- 
lating to  the  survey  of  that  line,  it  is  cmly 
right  that  I  should  call  attenticm  to  his  own 
attitude  upon  that  measure.  As  is  well 
known  the  last  three  Administrations  have 
placed  that  Bill  in  the  very  forefront  of 
their  programmes.  Had  the  hmorable 
member  for  Bland  not  been  hurled  fnxn 
office  in  a  most  unceremonious  and  imdigni- 
fied  manner  by  the  present  Miiusterial  sup- 
Dorters,  it  is  practically  certain  that  that 


measure  would  have  been  passed  by  this 
House  immediately  the  ConcUiaticm  and  Ar- 
bitration Bill  had  been  disposed  of.  I 
need  scarcely  remind  honorable  members 
that  the  right  honcaable  member  itx  Swan 
voted  against  the  WaXtoa  AdministratioD. 
He  did  not  pay  any  attention  to  the  Kal- 
goorlie to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey  Bill 
when  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Corinella  submitted  his  memorable  amend- 
ment Na  There  was  to  be  a  re-shuffle 
of  the  political  cards,  and  the  passage  of 
that  measure  was  not  so  urgent  then.  When 
the  right  honorable  member  blames  the  La- 
bour Party  for  delaying  the  passage  of  that 
Bill,  I  would  remind  him  that  wUy  four 
out  of  the  twenty-two  honorable  members 
who  opposed  the  motion  having  reference 
to  the  survey  of  the  proposed  route,  are 
members  of  the  Labour  Party. 

Mr.  Tudor. — How  many  members  of  the 
Ministerial  Party  opposed  it? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  did  not  carefully  an- 
alyze the  figures. 

Mr.  TxjDOR. — About  ten. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— As  is  well  known,  it  is 
customary   for  the  Senate  to  adjourn  im- 
mediately notice  of  a  no-oonfiden(%  motion  is 
given  in  this  House.    Consequently,  even 
if  the  Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Riulwav 
Survey  Bill  had  been  passed  by  this  Chamb^ 
its  passage  would  have  been  delayed  else- 
where by  the  motion  which  is  now  under 
conMderation.    I  think  I  have  shown  coa 
clusively  that  there  is  no  justificati(»i  what- 
ever* for  the  charge  which  has  been  mad; 
against  the  Labour  Party  by  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan,  and  whi<^  is  cal- 
culated to  create  in  the  minds  of  a  small 
minority  in  Western  Australia,  the  impra- 
sion  that  we  desire  to  shelve  that  Bill.  Re- 
garding the  other  items  in  the  Govemiaait 
programme,  the  Prime  Minister  has  de- 
clared his  intenticm  to  piooKd  with  th>: 
Papua  Bill,  which  ctmtains  no  c«itentio*is 
matter;  but  he  proposes  to  defer  the  in 
troduction  of  the  High  Commissioner  Bill, 
until  the  various  States  Governments  have 
been  consulted.    I  say  that,  in  view  of  the 
charges  which  have  been  levelled  against 
the  Commonwealth  in  London,  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  High  Commissioner  who  is  fa- 
miliar   with    our    legislation,     and  in 
sympathy     with     the     aspirations  nf 
the     Australian    people,     is  absolutely 
urgent.    The  expenditure  which  his  appcxnt- 
ment  would  involve  is  infinitesimal,  as  cam- 
pared  with  the  good  whidh  would  result  to 
this  countrv.    I  admit  that  it  is  adWs^le. 
after  the  Central  Office  has  been  established 
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to  make  every  piovisum  for  effecting  econo- 
mies in  the  States  Departments.  The  policy 
of  the  Government^  however,  is,  to  continue 
to  allow  our  legislation  to  be  misimderstood 
by  people  abroad.  In  regard  to  the  Manu- 
factures Encouragement  Bill,  the  Govern- 
ment propose  to  pursue  the  good  old  policy 
of  regarding  nothing  in  it  as  vital. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — Did  the  Watson  Govern- 
ment make  it  vital  ? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— No,  because  it  was  not 
included  in  the  platform  upcxi  which  we 
were  elected.  It  is  a  very  significant  cir- 
cumstance that,  in  making  his  declaration 
of  policy,  the  Prime  Minister  entirely  for- 
got to  mention  the  matter  of  old-age  pen- 
sions. The  desire  to  alleviate  the  sufferings 
of  our  aged  poor  was  of  such  vital  concern 
to  him  that  he  completely  overlooked  the 
question.  From  a  second  instalment  of  the 
Ministerial  policy,  delivered  at  a  subse- 
quent sitting,  we  learned  that  he  pro- 
poses to  consult  the  States  Governments  in 
regard  to  it.  I  admit  that  it  is  desirable 
that  the  Cmmuniwealth  should  work  amic- 
ably with  the  States,  but  when  the  Prime 
Minister  pn^xKes  to  make  the  com- 
fort of  the  declining  years  of  the 
aged  poor  dependent  upon  the  deci- 
sion of  the  States  Governments,  I  must 
cross  swords  with  him,  A  vast  majority  of 
honorable  members  are  pledged  to  old-age 
pensions,  and  must  accept  responsibility  foi 
imposing  any  extra  taxation  which  the  carry- 
ing out  of  such  a  scheme  may  render  neces- 
sary. So  far  as  the  electors  represented  by 
the  Labour  Party  are  concerned,  we  are 
prepared  to  pledge  them  to  that  additional 
taxation,  in  order  to  bring  about  an  improve- 
ment in  the  condition  of  our  aged  poor.  I, 
for  one,  will  never  sanction  the  welfare  of 
these  persons  being  intrusted,  say,  to  the 
decision  of  the  Premier  of  Victoria — to  give 
a  specific  instance. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — ^What  does  the  alliance 
sav  upon  that  question  ? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— It  says  that  it  will  in- 
troduce a  measure  providing  for  old-age 
pensions,  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  McCay, — The  alliance  does  not  say 
that,  but  it  might  mean  it. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — I  beg  the  Minister's  par- 
don. The  alliance  programme  contains  the 
Following  plank: — "Old-age  pensions,  on  a 
jasis  f.iir  and  equitable  to  the  States."  Do 
lonorabie  manbers  opposite  anticipate 
:hat  we  are  prepared  to  enact  legislation 
which  is  not  fair  and  equitable?  Do  they 
!mae:ine  that  we  are  willing  to  sanction  a 
x:heme  which  will  starve  one  man  and  feed 


another?  The  difference  between  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  alliance  and  that  of  honorable 
members  opposite  is,  that  whilst  we  are  de- 
termined to  place  upon  the  statute-book  a 
measure  providing  foi  the  payment  of  old- 
age  pensions,  they  wish  to  shelve  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Groom. — They  will  promise  it. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— They  would  promise 
anything  to  enable  them  to  get  into  recess. 
We  have  bera  urged  by  some  honorable 
members  to  state  our  objections  to  the  pre- 
sent Administration  and  the  present  Prime 
Minist^. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  think  that  if  the  right 
hor.orable  member  for  Swan  had  been  here 
he  would  not  have  urged  that  upon  me.  I 
have  stated  my  reasons  as  emphatically  as 
I  know  how.  The  reason  I  do  not  like  the 
present  Prime  Minister  of  Australia  is  be- 
cause I  do  not  trust  him  politically. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— What  is  the  differ- 
ence between  politically  and  privately;  if 
the  honorable  member  does  not  trust  a  man 
politically  I  suppose  he  would  not  trust  him 
privately  ? 

An  Honorable  Member. — The  right  hcm- 
orable  member  for  Swan  would  not  trust 
the  Prime  Minister  politically  a  little  time 
ago. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  should  not  like  to  say 
that  I  think  the  Prime  Minister  would  try 
to  steal  anything  from  my  pocket.  I  cer- 
tainly do  not  wish  to  convey  that  impres- 
sion to  any  one.  but  I  do  say  that,  politic- 
ally, in  the  administration  of  the  public  de- 
partments, and  in  a  position  of  responsi- 
bility for  the  preparation  of -legislatlOT  for 
the  welfare  of  the  people  of  the  country  I 
have  no  trust  whatever  in  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman.  There  are  specific  reasons 
why  we  can  have  no  trust  in  him.  The  right 
honorable  gentleman  has  said,  "  When  I  get 
into  a  position  to  do  so  I  shall  remove  from 
the  Immigration  Restriction  Act  that  ob- 
noxious clause  which  prevents  the  introduc- 
tion of  contract  labour  to  Australia." 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Is  it  not  much  bet- 
ter that  a  man  should  say  straightforwardly 
what  he  will  do  ? 

Mr.  FRAZER. — Quite  so.  It  is  infini- 
tely better  that  a  man  should  say  what  he 
proposes  to  do  when  he  gets  into  a  position 
of  power,  but  in  the  case  of  the  Prime  Mini- 
ster we  find  that,  instead  of  endeavouring 
to  do  what  he  has  pledged  himself  to  do, 
he  is  careful  to  say  nothing  about  it  at  the 
present  time. 
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Mr.  McCay. — ^The  Prime  Minister  said 
that  it  was  not  the  policy  of  the  present 
Ministry  to  do  that. 

Mr.  FRAZER.  —  Are  we  to  understand 
that  the  right  honorable  gentleman  has 
withdrawn  the  pledge  he  gave  to  the  people 
in  that  connexion? 

Mr.  Kennedy.  —  The  right  hraorable 
gentleman  has  not  got  the  numbers ;  that  is 
the  trouble. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— No,  and  the  ri^t  hon- 
orable gentleman  does  not  propose  to  go  on 
with  tw  or  any  other  oootentious  matter 
until  he  knows  that  he  has  the  numbers 
behind  him.  That  is  a  fine  manly 
and  open  programme.  The  right  honorable 
gentleman,  at  the  close  of  his  political  career 
in  Australia,  says,  "  I  have  ad<^ted  a  policy 
which  will  get  me  into  recess,  and  whidi  will 
give  me  the  numbers  behind  me,  and  until 
I  have  them  I  shall  not  make  any  attempt 
to  interfere  with  existing  legislation." 

Sir  John  Forbest. — You  cannot  go  at  a 
thing  like  a  bull  at  a  gate.  That  would 
never  da 

Mr.  FRAZER.  —  The  Prime  Minister 
stated  ptd}Iicly  that  he  would  remove  the  sec- 
tion of  the  Immigrants  R^ricticn  Act,  to 
whidi  I  have  referred,  when  he  was  in  a 
position  to  do  so.  If  be  is  ever  to  be 
in  such  a  position,  surely  now,  when  he  is 
at  the  head  of  the  tFederal  Government 
should  be  the  time  ?  If  he  is  not  prepared 
to  endeavour  to  remove  that  section  of  the 
ImmigratiOT  Restriction  Act  and  the  sec- 
tion of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Act  pro- 
hibiting the  employment  of  lascars  on  mail 
boats  subsidized  by  the  Cooononwealth,  the 
right  honorable  gentleman,  having  betrayed 
the  pledges  he  has  given  to  the  people  of 
the  country,  is  not  a  fit  person  to  be  ad- 
ministering its  legislation. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — The  rif^ht  honorable 
gentleman  said  that  the  electors  at  the  last 
election  did  not  give  him  the  numbers  to 
carrv  out  his  own  desire. 

\ix.  FRAZER.  —  If  the  honorable 
gentleman  is  beaten  on  one  occasion,  does 
he  turn  his  back  upon  proposals  of  which  he 
has  previously  expressed  appioval,  and 
offer  to  fight  no  more,  or  does  he  fight 
on  ? 

Mr.  Spence. — It  depends  upon  the  tac- 
tics of  the  time. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — At  the  present  time  it 
depends  upon  whether  a  recess  is  in  view. 
Dealing  with  the  tobacco  monopoly,  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  has  stated  thai 
a  proposal  has  been  introduced  by  the  La- 
bour Party,  which  would  have  the  effert 


of  taking  tiiat  industry  out  of  the  oootiol 
of  private  entttprise,  and  placing  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  Ctxncnonwealtb  Government, 
and  he  is  against  such  a  proposal    I  regret 

very  sincerely  that  a  notice  of  motion  on 
the  business-paper,  of  business  yet  to 
come  before  the  House,  prevents  me  fnra 
going  as  exhaustively  as  I  intended  into 
the  question  of  the  tobacco  monopoly,  and 
its  effects  on  the  people  of  the  Comm<m- 
wealth.  I  must,  however,  say  in  connexian 
with  that  matter,  that  I  hope  to  have  the 
privilege  a  little  later  on  of  proving  to 
the  members  of  this  House  that  the  net 
profit  which  is  likely  to  ccnne  intp  die 
hands  of  the  people  of  the  State,  as  the 
result  of  nationalizing  this  one  monopoly, 
is  estimated  on  the  most  reliable  figures 
which  it  is  possible  to  obtain  at  the  present 
time  at  no  less  than  ^£673,454  per  annum. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — Is  that  allowing  for 
Excise' ? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Tliat  is  allowing  for 
everything  in  connexion  with  the  payment 
of  Exdae,  and  the  manufacture  and  pre- 
paration of  the  tobacco,  cigars,  and  cigar- 
ettes consumed  in  the  Cbmnxmwealth.  I 
candidly  ouifess  that  I  leave   the  dis- 
cussion of  this  subject  to-day   whh  very 
considerable    regiet     This    amount  of 
;^^73»454  added   to   the  ;^6oo,ooo,  or 
about  that  sum,  at  present  returned  as  sur- 
plus revenue  to  the  States,  would  amount  lo 
the  tidy  sum  of  about  £,\,yaQ,rxxy.    On  the 
statistics  supplied  by  Mr.  Coghlan,  the 
most  reliable  it  is  possible  to  secure  at  the 
present  time,  such  a  sum  would  go  far  to 
make  up  the  amount  which  would  be  re- 
quired for  a  Commonwealth  scheme  of  tdd- 
age  pensions.    The  Labour  Party  expect 
very  considerable  assistance  f mn  this  souice 
in  finding  the  money  necessary  to  give  eff«3 
to  that  most  laudable  prcMposal.     In  con- 
nexion with  the  constitution  of  the  Cabinet, 
a  matter  in  connexion  with  which  I  could 
exert  no  influence  when  it  was  formed,  I 
remind  honorable  members  that  I  expressed 
by  way  of  interjection  my  opinion  Aat  in 
the  formation  of  the  Ministry  the  right 
honorable    member    for    East  Sydnc)' 
was   up  to  his  old  games,  and  would 
probably    do   what    would    amount  al- 
most to  an  insult  to  the  people  of  Aiu- 
tralia.    I  do  not  wish  to  be  nusunderstood 
in  this  matter.    I  say  that  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  honorable  member  for  Gipps- 
land  as  a  member  of  the  Cabinet,  and  by  tite 
announcement  that  he  was  a  good  protec- 
tionist, and  was  being  appointed  to  preside 
over  the  CustCHns  admini^ration,  thoe  was 
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almost  an  admismon  on  the  part  of  tbe 
Prime  Minister  that  he  did  not  think  the 
citizens  of  Australia  would  trust  him  if  he 
placed  a  free-trader  in  that  position.  We 
had  from  the  honcnrable  member  for  Parra- 
matta  last  night  the  statement  that  he  does 
DK  think  that  a  protectiimist  should  have 
been  placed  in  tfaie  position.  That  would 
make  it  appear  that  that  honorable  member 
also  believes  that  the  people  of  Australia 
would  be  justified  in  coming  to  the  conclu- 
sion to  which  I  have  referred  I  have  just 
a  word  to  say  with  regard  to  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan.  From  a  Western 
Australian  point  of  view,  another  serious 
question  arises  in  connexion  with  the  forma- 
tion of  the  present  Ministry.  I  am 
again  placed  in  a  moit  unfortu- 
nate position^  because,  as  is  usual 
when  an  honorable  member  desires  to 
say  anything  to  the  right  b«iorable 
member  for  East  Sydney,  he  happens  to  be 
out  of  the  Chamber.  That  appears  to  be  a 
chroiic  complaint. 

Mr.  Page. — The  right  honorable  gentle- 
man was  always  accusing  Sir  Edmund  Bar- 
ton of  the  same  thing  when  he  was  Prime 
Minister. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— In  forming  his  Cabinet 
the  Prime  Minister  stated  that  he  proposed 
to  select  its  members  irrespective  of  the 
States  from  which  they  came,  and  to  select 
only  the  most  competent  men  for  the  vacant 
positions.  In  doing  so,  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  has  established  a  precedent  which 
is  not  likely  to  develop  a  patriotic  sentiment 
in  all  portions  of  Australia.  But,  if  we 
accept  the  right  honorable  gentleman's 
statement,  and  consider  the  Cabinet  he  has 
farmed,  it  does  not  pay  a  very  high  onnpli- 
ment  to  the  right  hmorable  membei  for 
Swan.  It  is  a  most  remarkable  thing  thai 
that  right  honorable  gentleman  should  have 
been  left  out  of  the  present  Ministerial  com- 
bination. I  cannot  read  the  thoughts  of 
the  right  Honorable  member  for  East  Syd- 
ney, and  I  am,  therefore,  unable  to  say  why 
he  has  not  included  a  representative  of 
Western  Australia  tn  his  Cabinet ;  but  if  its 
members  were  selected  on  the  ground  of 
ability,  knowledge  of  the  various  public  De- 
partments, and  a  strong  hand  to  administer, 
the  right  h(»iorabIe  member  for  Swan  has 
not  much  for  which  to  thank  the  present 
Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  McDonald. — Especially  when  the 
right  honorable  gentlonan  has  dropped  the 
High  Commissioner  BilL 


Mr.  FRAZER. — Western  Australia  is  cut 
o£F  from  representation  in  the  present  Cabi- 
net. Thcnigh  there  is  a  prospect  of  com- 
munication in  the  future  which  will  bring  us 
closer  together,  we  are  now  in  that  State  far 
from  the  stir  of  eastern  life.  The  Prime 
Minister  has  treated  us  as  though  we 
were  at  a  great  distance,  and  as  though  he 
had  not  much  to  expect  from  our  State.  Not 
only  has  the  right  honorable  gentleman  left 
us  without  a  repDesenta4ive  in  this  Go- 
vernment, but  when  he  was  delivering  his 
addresses  to  the  people  of  Australia,  he 
forgot  all  about  us,  and  it  was  only  after 
he  had  written  his  letter  that  it 
occurred  to  him  to  mention  us  in 
thr  postscript  The  right  honorable  gentle- 
man said  that  Western  Australia  had 
no  representative  in  the  Cabinet,  but  he 
asked  the  people  of  that  State  to  accept 
him  as  their  representative.  I  expect  that 
the  Prime  Minister  intended  that  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  joke.  Politically,  he  has  been 
a  joker  all  his  life.  When  he  went  over 
to  Western  Australia  at  the  beginning  of 
last  year,  to  be  present  at  the  opening  of 
the  Coolgardie  water  scheme,  he  made  a 
number  of  speeches  in  that  State,  and  these 
were  followed  by  the  result  that  every  man 
who  stood  upon  his  ticket  after  he  had  been 
over  to  the  State  to  assist  the  party  went 
down  with  a  sickening  thud.,  I  say  that 
we  have  but  little  to  thank  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  for.  Politically,  I  dis- 
trust him,  and  I  think  Western  Australia 
distrusts  him.  We  have  not  been  well 
treated  in  the  formation  of  his  Cabinet. 
The  vast  majority  of  the  representatives  of 
that  State  are  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
and  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  I  shall  take 
advantage  of  every  opportunity  and  every 
legitimate  political  means  to  have  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  removed  fnHn  his 
present  oflfi^,  and  to  secure  the  removal 
from  positicms  of  power  and  responsibility 
in  this  country  of  other  Ministers  who  are, 
I  believe,  the  enemies  of  progress. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan).— There 
seems  a  probability  of  the  debate  being 
a  very  prolonged  one,  and  there  is  appar- 
ently a  disinclination  on  the  part  of  some 
honorable  monbers  to  rush  into  the  fray; 
but  I  see  no  leason  to  delay  my  remarks 
on  the  subject.  I  have  been  struck  bv  the 
fact  that  this  motim  has  been  submitted 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Bland,  in  whose 
Ministry  the  House  practically  expressed  its 
want  of  confidence  a  few  days  ago.  I  do  not 
know  what  may  be  said  by  other  honorable 
members  as  to  the  constitutional  position, 
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but  it  seems  to  me  that  an  honorable 
member  whose  Mlnistrv  has  been  defeated, 
either  on  a  direct  motion  of  want  of  con- 
fidence or  on  a  division  which  it  was  well 
known  involved  the  fate  of  the  Government, 
has  no  right  a  few  days  later  to  move  a 
motion  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  suc- 
ceeding Administration.  The  House  prac- 
tically said  a  few  days  ago  that  it  had 
no  confidence  in  the  Ministry  of  which  the 
present  leader  of  the  Opposition  was  the 
head. 

Mr.  Page. — It  has  never  said  so. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— It  has  prac- 
tically said  so.      Every  one  knew  that  if 
the  late  Government  were  defeated  cn 
the  motion  relating  to  the  recommittal  of 
clause  48  it  would  retire  from  dSSsx. 

Mr.  Bakfosd. — What  about  the  honor 
able  and  learned  member  for  Bendigo? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  know 
anything  about  his  position,  and  if  I  did,  I 
should  not  discuss  it ;  but  I  know  that  the 
division  in  question  was  followed  by  the  re- 
tirement of  the  late  Ministry.  The  mem- 
bers of  a  Ministry  which  has  been  defeated 
and  has  resigned,  should  not  immediately 
come  back  to  the  same  House  with  the 
same  personnel,  and  ask  for  a  renewal  of 
its  confidence- 
Mr.  McDonald. — I  have  seen  it  done. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST— Perhaps  in 
some  State  Parliament,  but,  in  my  opinion, 
it  ought  not  to  be  done. 

Mr.  Page. — What  about  the  dissolution 
of  the  Queensland  Parliament  which  took 
place  a  little  while  ago? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— A  dissolution 
is  a  very  diiferent  matter. 

Mr.  Pace.— But  the  same  ilinistry  came 
back. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— They  had  not 
resigned,  and  the  other  side  could  not  form 
a  Government.  Honorable  members  know 
very  well  that  the  resignation  of  a  Ministry 
is  never  arcepted  by  a  Governor  until 
another  has  been  formed,  or  practically 
formed.  I  hold  certain  views  on  this  as- 
pect of  the  question ;  but  honorable  mem- 
bers are,  of  couise,  free  to  differ  from  me. 
I  repeat  that  an  honorable  member  whose 
Government  has  been  defeated,  and  has  re- 
signed, is  not  the  right  man  to  move  a  want 
of  confidence  motion  in  the  succeeding  Go- 
vernment a  few  days  later. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Will  the  right  honorable 
member  quote  an  authority  for  his  assertion? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  know 
of  any  case  in  which  a  different  course  has 


been  pursued,  except,  perhaps  in  one  of  the 
States  Parliaments  of  Australia,  where  they 
create  precedents  for  themselves. 

Mr.  Thomas. — It  has  been  dcme  in  South 
Australia. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST— An  honorable 
member  who  adopts  such  a  course  flouts 
the  House,  unless  he  gives  a  full  and  satis- 
factory reason  for  his  excepticHial  actioa 
The  House  has  said  that  it  has  no  confi- 
dence in  the  late  Ministry. 

Mr.  Watkins. — The  right  htxiorabie 
member  has  never  had  any  ezperienoe  in 
this  connexion ;  he  never  had  any  opposition 
in  Western  Australia. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  speech  de 
livered  by  the  leader  of  the  Oppositicn,  in 
support  of  the  motion,  showed  that  hU  heart 
wa;  not  in  his  task.  It  lacked  that  fire 
which  usually  characterizes  his  utterances, 
and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  he  did  not  place 
before  us  any  good  ground  for  refusing  to 
give  the  Government  a  trial  in  the  same 
way  as  his  Ministry  was  given  a  four 
months'  trial  to  prove  its  worth. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — But  the  right  hones- 
able  member  would  not  have  given  the  late 
Gorarnment  a  week's  trial. 

An  Honorable  Member. — Or  a  dav's 
trial. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  should  not 
have  given  them  a  week's  trial  if  I  had  had 
my  own  way,  but  that  was  due  to  wily  one 
leason;  that,  in  my  opinion^  they  had 
not  a  majority  in  this  House.  During 
the  course  of  this  debate  we  have 
heard  a  great  deal  of  the  ancient  po- 
litical history  of  New  South  Wales.  I 
agree  with  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Northern  Melbourne  that  it  is  time 
that  we  set  aside  such  matters,  and  confined 
our  attention  to  that  which  Has  taken  place 
in  this  Parliament.  We  should  deal  with 
that  which  has  been  said  and  done  here,  and 
refrain  from  basing  our  arguments  on  xsm- 
thing  which  has  been  done  or  said  years 
by  some  honorable  member  in  one  of  the 
States  Parliaments.  I  rejoice  that  hmorable 
m.tmbers  of  what  is  called  the  Labour  Party 
— and  as  I  have  already  defined  the  meaning 
of  the  term,  I  need  not  do  so  again — ate  in 
Opposition.  I  prefer  to  see  them  there,  « 
in  possession  of  the  Treasury  benches, 
rather  than  directing  the  Government  Frotn 
the  cross-benches. 

Mr.  Page. — Can  the  right  honoral^e 
member  give  us  one  instance  in  whidi  we  di- 
rected the  Government  of  which  he  was  t 
member? 
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Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Yes;  the  great 
pressure  which  was  exerted  resulted  in  sec- 
tion 16  of  the  Postal  Act  being  inserted  in 
the  Bill,  and  the  previous  action  of  the 
Government  in  the  Senate  being  reversed. 
The  Labour  Party,  as  members  of 
the  Opposition,  have  now  a  respon- 
sibility which  they  never  felt  while 
they  sat  on  the  cn»8  benches.  TTiey 
are  no  longer  a  power  in  the  back-ground, 
felt,  but  not  seen.  The  party  have  now  a 
burden  to  carry.  It  rests  upon  them  either 
to  introduce  measures  for  the  welfare  and 
advancement  of  the  Commcmwealth,  or  to 
oppose  them,  and  to  take  the  full  responsi- 
bility for  theii:  actions.  My  remarks  might 
not  be  so  apropos  if  the  party  were  a  small 
one,  but  as  it  is  as  large  as,  if  not  larger 
than,  any  other  party  in  the  House,  it  must 
be  recognised  that  it  now  has  a  responsi- 
bility which,  ooept  when  the  Labour  Go- 
vernment held  office,  was  not  apparoitly 
cast  uptxi  it.  We  shall  now  have  their 
physic  direct  frwn  their  own  hands.  We 
shall  not  have  to  take  physic  frwn  a  third 
party,  as  has  been  the  custom,  not  only  in 
this  Parliament,  but  in  all  the  States  Par- 
liaments of  Australia,  in  which  there  is  a 
Labour  Party.  Hitherto  they  have  not 
been  so  numerically  strong  as  they  are,  but 
they  have  occupied  the  position  of  a  third 
party,  with  the  balance  of  power,  and  have 
wielded  that  enormous  power  that  all  third 
])arties  similarly  situated  exercise  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  affairs  of  a  country. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — Does  not  the 
right  honorable  member  think  that  we  gave 
the  Government,  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber, a  good  innings? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  honorable 
member  for  Bland  no  longer  occupies  that 
commanding  position  of  real  power  which 
he  held  for  the  three  years,  during  which 
his  partv  sat  on  the  cross  benches.  It  is 
no  longer  "  Yes,  Mr.  Watson.  '  The  hon- 
orable member  is  now  a  humble  suppliant 
for  an  alliance,  in  order  that  he  may  regain 
the  power  that  he  has  lost,  and  which,  of 
course,  he  desires  again  to  exercise. 

\'r.  Carpenter. — It  is  now  "Yes,  Mr. 
Cameron." 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.  —  It  is  at  any 
rate  no  longer  "Yes,  Mr.  Watson.''  It  is, 
in  my  opinion,  a  very  good  thing  that  we 
now  have  no  party  sitting  on  the  cross 
benches,  doninating  the  affairs  of  the  Com- 
monwealth,  and  accepting  no  responsibility. 
It  is  highly  desirable  that  those  who  have 
the  real  power  should  also  bear  the  respon- 
sibility. My  honorable  friends  opposite 
and  their  leader  must  have  realized  hmg 


ago  how  foolish  they  were  to  disturb  the 
Deakin  Government. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — ^We  did  not  de- 
sire them  to  resign. 

Mr.  Vagz. — ^The  right  hcmorable  member 
was  the  disturbing  element. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— They  must  rea- 
lize that,  although  they  were  at  one  time  a 
"  Samson ' '  in  the  House,  they  have  since 
had  their  hair  clipped,  and  that  the 
strength,  power  and  influence  which  they 
wielded  for  several  years  has  iKnv  disap- 
peared. They  have  had  to  make  a  humble 
alliance  with  protectionist  members  who 
have  seceded  from  the  Protectiwiist  Party. 

Mr.  Maloney. — The  protectionists  on  the 
Government  side  are  the  seceders. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapuan. — The  Opposition 
will  see  who  are  the  seceders  when  we  go 
before  the  people. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Some  one  inter- 
jected a  moment  .or  two  that  I  waB  not 
willing  that  honorable  members  opposite 
should  remain  in  office  for  even  a  day.  That 
is  not  quite  accurate. 

Mr.  Fisher.— The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber said  in  this  House  that  he  was  not  will- 
ing that  they  should. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  think 
I  said  that  I  would  not  give  the  Labour 
Govenunmt  time  to  formulate  a  policy, 
but  I  assert  most  distinctly  that  the  leader 
of  the  Labour  Party,  according  to  or- 
dinary constitutional  usage,  had  no 
right  whatever  to  form  a  Govern- 
ment. I  expressed  that  opinion  when 
he  first  formed  his  Ministry,  and  I 
reiterate  it.  If  the  representative  of  the 
Sovereign  sends  for  an  honorable  member 
to  form  a  Government,  that  honorable 
member  must  be  able  to  give  his  Excel- 
lency an  assurance  that  he  has  reasonable 
grounds  for  the  belief  that  he  has  a  majority 
behind  him. 

'Mr.  Groom.  —  Did  the  present  Prime 
Minister  give  that  assurance? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.- I  know  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Bland,  when  sent 
for  by  the  Governor-General,  had  made  no 
representations  to  either  of  the  other  two 
parties  in  the  House.  Knowing  that  he  had 
no  support  except  that  coming  from  the 
members  of  his  own  party,  he  aixepted 
from  the  Gcn-er nor- General  the  commission 
to  form  a  Government  to  control  the  affairs 
of  the  Commonwealth,  and  he  formed  a 
Ministry  when,  so  far  as  I  know,  he  had 
the  support  of  only  a  minority.  He  might 
have  had  great  hopes,  but  those  hopes  should 
have  had  some  tangible  foimdadcm.| 
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Mr.  Watson. — He  had  the  suggestion  of 
fair-play  from  this  side  of  the  House. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.  —  Surely  the 
honorable  member  did  not  expect  those  who 
bad  been  defeated  by  him  to  keep  his 
Government  in  c^Sce  if  it  were  in  a  inin- 
wity? 

Mr.  Page. — It  is  because  we  believe 
that  the  present  Gorenuiient  is  in  a  min- 
ority that  we  wish  to  put  it  out  of  oflfce. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Honorable 
members  have  interjected  again  and  again, 
that  I  desired  to  oust  the  Labour  Govern- 
ment from  ofiice  from  the  very  first  day 
that  they  met  the  House.  The  suggestion, 
apparently,  is  that  I  had  some  personal  ob- 
jectitm  to  the  honorable  member  for  Bland 
assuming  ofiice.  That  was  not  the  case. 
The  honorable  member  is  just  as  good  a 
man  to  hold  (^ce  as  is  any  other  member 
of  the  House.  My  sole  objection  to  his 
Government  was  based  upon  constitutional 
grounds,  but  if  my  contentitxi  in  that  re- 
spect be  ern»ieou8,  then  my  argument,  of 
course,  falls  to  the  ground. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Did  not  the  right  honor- 
able member  and  hiti  party  remain  in  ofiice 
when  they  were  in  a  minoritv? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— No;  I  have  al- 
ready explained  the  difference  between  the 
position  of  the  Barton  and  Deakin  Govern- 
ments and  that  occupied  by  the  Watson  Go- 
vernment. We  were  there,  and  had  to  be 
displaced. 

Mr.  Groom. — ^And  the  other  party  got 
there. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Yes,  by  accept- 
ing office  contrary  to  constitutional  usage. 

Mr.  Groom. — But,  having  got  there, 
they  had  the  same  argument  in  support  of 
their  position  as  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man's party  had. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  honorable 
and  learned  member  is  too  keen  a  lawyer 
not  to  see  my  point,  and  it  is,  therefore, 
useless  for  him  to  inteirupt  me  in  this  way. 
We  were  in  office  before  the  first  general 
election  took  place,  and  we  remained 
in  ofifce  until  we  were  defeated  on  what  we 
had  made  a  vital  question.  That  is  alto- 
gether different  from  the  position  of  a  Go- 
vernment which  assumes  office  without  hav- 
ing a  majority  at  its  back.  I  will  state  a 
case  to  explain  my  contention.  A  Govern- 
ment is  defeated,  and  an  honorable  mem- 
ber, who,  perhaps,  may  be  the  weakest  man 
in  the  House,  is  sent  for  by  the  Governor- 
General  ;  he  undertakes  to  form  a  Govern- 
ment, but  gives  no  assurance  to  His 
Excellency  that  he  has  a  majority;  he 
comes  down  to  the  House  and  asks  for 


an  adjournment  of  three  or  four  weeks 
in  order  to  formulate  his  policy,  occupies 
the  Government  benches  and  controls  the 
affairs  of  this  country  for  a  couple  of 
months,  and  never  had  any  chance  whatever 
of  commanding  a  majority.  Now  I  am  sure 
that  honorable  members  do  not  desire  to 
see  such  a  state  of  things.  I  admit  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Bland  nearly  had 
a  majority,  but  he  could  not  have  com- 
manded an  absolute  majority  of  the  House 
if  a  no-oonfidence  motion  had  been  moved. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  was  assured  that  I  had 
a  majority  in  case  a  no-confidence  motica 
was  moved. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Was  the  hon- 
orable member  assured  of  tliat? 

Mr.  Watson. — ^Yes.  I  was  assured  <rf 
that  by  honorable  members  whose  wwd  I 
ao^pted,  and  whcm  I  have  never  re- 
proached for  taking  their  own  course. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— My  point  is 
not  that  the  himorable  member  might  not 
have  gained  strength  as  he  went  along,  but 
that  at  the  time  he  undertook  the  fOTmatirai 
of  his  Government  he  had  not  that  assur- 
ance which  was  essential. 

Mr.  Maugcr. — How  does  the  right  Ikhi- 
orable  member  know  that? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.  —  That  is  my 
whole  point.  If  he  bad  such  an  asur. 
ance,  ail  my  argument  falls  to  the  ground. 

Mr.  Thoicas. — Next  week  we  will  see 
whether  the  Prime  Minister  has  a  majority. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— That  is  a  very 
di£Ferent  case.  The  point  upm  whidi  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  was  turned  out 
was  equivalent  to  a  no-confidence  moti(si, 
and  there  was  a  majority  in  favour  of 
it 

Mr.  Thomas. — ^Was  not  the  ainendiner;r 
with  regard  to  the  railway  servants  equiva- 
lent to  a  no-confidence  moticxi? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— It  was  never 
made  such. 

Mr.  Page. — But  the  Deakin  Government 
went  out  upcHi  it. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— There  were 
different  combinations  operating  against  the 
Deakin  Government.  I  should  like  to 
assure  my  honorable  friends  opposite  that 
any  objection  which  at  any  time  I  ha\e 
taken  to  the  actions  of  the  luxiorable  mem- 
ber for  Bland,  and  those  who  supported 
him,  were  not  based  upon  any  pcTs0n.1I 
grounds  whatever.  I  ha\*e  no  personal  feel- 
ing against  honorable  members  opposite. 

Mr.  Page.— We  all  know  that. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Well,  I  am 
much  obliged  to  the  hcmorable  member  itx 
saying  so^  because  I  aiiy«om^nus  led  to 
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believe,  from  interjections  and  remarks 
vhich  are  made,  that  I  am  thought  to  be 
opposed  to  honorable  members  opposite, 
because  they  belong  to  the  Labour  Party. 
I  have  no  such  feeling. 

^fr.  Thomas. — The  right  honorable 
member  never  called  us  "steerage  passen- 
gers." 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  am  person- 
ally just  as  friendly  with  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  as  I  am  with  hmorable  mem- 
bers who  sit  behind  the  Government.  My 
objection  to  the  policy  of  the  Labour  Party 
is  not  personal,  but  is  based  on  public 
grounds. 

Mr.  Thomas. — The  right  honorable 
member  is  the  most  popular  man  in  the 
House. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.  —  Honorable 
members  opposite  know  perfectly  well  that 
I  am  opposed  to  them  because  of  their 
programme,  which  I  call  socialistic,  and 
because  of  their  methods.  But  I  must  say 
that  the  members  of  the  Labour  Party  in 
this  House  are  far  more  moderate  than 
those  outside  whom  they  represent — those 
who  go  haranguing  and  preaching  all  over 
the  country,  and  whose  views  are  repre- 
sented in  labour  journals,  like  the  Tocsin 
and  the  Worker^  seem  to  be  different 
people  altogether.  But  I  cannot  forget 
that  the  members  of  the  Labour  Party  in 
this  House  are  the  representatives  of  those 
persons.  I  cannot  forget  that,  moderate  as 
they  are,  they  are  the  representatives  of 
people  whose  principles  and  political  views 
ar:^  by  no  means  moderate, 

Mr.  Watson. — The  right  hwior^le  mem- 
ber merely  practises  Socialism;  be  never 
preaches  it. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  believe 
in  the  programme  of  the  Labour  Party,  nor 
do  I  approve  of  the  position  which  they 
occupy  in  this  House  in  relation  to  their 
constituents.  I  consider  that  that  position 
is  not  one  which  representatives  of  the 
people  ought  to  occupy.  I  do  not  see  why 
the  unions  should  treat  their  representatives 
as  thev  do,  hampering  them  in  the  exercise 
of  their  duties,  and  depriving  them  of  their 
independence. 

Mr.  Spence. — They  do  not  hamper  us. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— It  must  be  so. 
If  they  are  continually  passing  resolutions, 
disapproving  of  what  their  representatives 
do  in  this  House,  those  representatives 
cannot  act  as  independently  and  as  freely 
as  they  ought  to  da 


Mr.  Fisher. — -The  organizations  in  the 
coi:stituency  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat  are  passing  resolutions 
against  him. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— He  is  not 
altogether  dependent  upon  them  for  his 
position  in  this  House.  In  my  opiniw, 
the  position  occupied  by  the  members  of  the 
Labour  Party,  not  oaXy  in  the  Federal  Par- 
liament, but  in  the  Parliaments  of  the 
States,  is  not  that  of  representatives. 
They  are  delegates  of  the  imions.  I 
trust  that  the  time  will  soon  come  when  a 
wider  and  more  liberal  view  will  be  taken 
of  representatives  sent  to  Parliament  than 
appears  to  be  taken  now.  Every  single  ac- 
tion that  honorable  members  opposite  take, 
if  they  exercise  their  own  judgment,  is 
adversely  criticised,  ,,and  the  resolutions 
passed  are  scattered  broadcast  throughout 
the  imions  of  Australia. 

Mr.  Fowler. — The  same  thing  happens 
outside  the  labour  unions. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Not  to  the 
same  extent.  At  all  events,  other  organi- 
zations do  not  seem  to  have  the  same  power. 
They  have  not,  for  instance,  the  power  of 
nommation,  as  is  the  case  with  the  labour 
unions.  That  power  appears  to  be  most 
drastic.  My  honorable  friend,  the  member 
for  Perth,  has  to  get  the  support  of  some 
sort  of  caucus  before  he  can  even  be  noni- 
nated  as  a  candidate. 

Mr.  Fowler. — I  have  every  confidence 
that  they  will  do  the  right  thing. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  honorable 
member's  confidence  may  yet  receive  a  rude 
shaking. 

Mr.  Maloney. — Would  not  the  right 
honorable  member  like  that? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— That  do*  not 
seem  to  me  to  be  the  position  a  representa- 
tive ought  to  occupy.  It  is  delegation,  and 
not  representation.  H(MX>rable  members 
opposite^  represent  the  unions.  They  do  not 
represent  the  people  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  Carpenter. — Whom  did  the  right 
honorable  member's  nominees  repiesent  at 
the  last  election? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— If  we  nominate 
any  persons  they  are  at  liberty  to  forget 
their  nominators. 

Mr.  Spence. — What  does  the  right  hon- 
orable member  do  with  them  then  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— It  is  not  as 
easy  to  do  anything  with  them,  as  it  seems 
to  be  with  honorable  members  opposite. 
My  honorable  friend,  the  member  for 
Perth,  made  a  speech  last  night.  He 
knows  that  I  have  a  great  respect  for  him 
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as  a  man  and  as  a  member  of  this  Hoose. 
Therefwe  anything  that  I  say  ooncendng 
him  will  not  be  said  from  any  but  friendly 
motives.  But  I  must  say  that  it  is  open  to 
those  who  are  opposed  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber to  say  that  there  never  was  a  finer 
piece  of  acting  than  his  in  the  apparently 
earnest  speech  which  he  made. 

Mr.  FowiXR. — ^There  was  no  acting  about 

it 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— It  might  have 
been  regarded  as  a  very  fine  piece  of  act- 
ing. The  object  of  it  was,  I  suppose,  to 
show  that  the  caucus  could  not  bind  him 
in  the  matter  at  issue,  and  that  he  was  in- 
dependent. 

Mr.  Bamford. — It  cannot  bind  any  one. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  speech, 
as  I  say,  was  intended  to  show  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Perth  was 
independwit,  and  that  he  would  let  his 
party  know  that  they  could  not  bind  him 
to  support  the  new  alliance.  He  made  it 
clear  that  he  thought  that  those  who  had 
formerly  called  the  members  of  his  party 
by  opprobrious  names — who  had  said  that 
the  Labour  Party  was  a  sham  and  a  fraud 
— ought  not  to  be  accepted  in  alliance  until 
they  had  apologized.  But  when  it  came  to 
the' point,  Avhat  did  the  honorable  member 
do? 

Mr.  Watson. — ^The  disappointing  part  of 
the  speech  was  the  end  of  it ! 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  think  I  am 
justified  in  saying  that  the  speech  was,  after 
all,  only  a  little  bit  of  "  fast  and  furious." 
Notwithstanding  all  he  had  said,  the  hwior- 
able  member  for  Perth  declared  that  he 
would  support  the  motion.  He  was  bold 
enough  to  bark,  but  not  bold  enough  to  bite. 
If  I  did  not  know  the  h(»iorable  member  as 
well  as  I  da  I  should  say  that  it  was  a  capi- 
tal piece  of  acting,  intelnded  to  show  how 
independent  he  was,  although  it  really 
showed  that  he  did  not  intend  to  exercise 
his  independence,  even  in  respect  to 
an  alliance  with  persons  who  had  called 
his  party  a  sham  and  a  fraud.  I  want  to 
ask  the  honorable  member  this  question — 
Suppose  that  the  motion  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Bland  is  successful,  and  that 
honorable  members  opposite  form  a  coalition 
Government,  including  some  of  the  persons 
who  ha\'e  called  his  party  a  fraud,  and  a 
sham?    Where  will  he  be  then? 

Mr.  Spence. — Does  not  the  right  hon- 
orable member  recollect  that  the  present 
Prime  Minister  called  him  and  his  party, 
plunderers,  thieves,  and  brigands? 


Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  have  never 
seen  or  heard  that  be  has  done  sa  The 
honorable  member  for  Perth  has  said  that 
those  honorable  members  who  have  attacked 
his  party  ought  to  apolc^ize.  I  ask  him 
again — if  this  motion  is  successful,  what 
will  be  his  position  in  sitting  behind  a  new 
Government,  and  voting  with  those  wbcxn  he 
denounced  last  night? 

Mr.  FoWLEx. — I  will  carry  out  mr 
pledges,  and  that  is  all. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— But  those 
pledges  mean  everything.  The  honorable 
member  will  do  exactly  what  the  party  does. 
He  will  do  what  the  unions  tell  him  to  da 

Mr.  Fowler.— It  is  not  fair  to  say  that 
I  have  acted  on  my  own  responsibility  on 
several  occasions  in  this  House. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  remember 
one,  and  I  think  that  the  honorable  member 
had  a  good  deal  of  trouble  about  it.  I  do 
not  profess  for  a  moment  to  be  well  ground- 
ed in  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  La- 
bour Party ;  but  it  seems  to  me  to  be  rathei 
inconsistent  that  the  rules  and  regulatiou 
of  that  party  affecting  State  elections, 
should  h6  more  stringent  and  far-readi- 
ing  than  those  affecting  candidature  fw  the 
Federal  Parliament. 

Mr.  FowL£R.-^The  drcumstances  are  dif- 
ferent. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  think 
the  circumstances  are  very  different,  though, 
as  the  hmorable  monber  must  have  noticed, 
the  conditions  of  candidature  vary  in  eadi 
State. 

Mr.  Fowler. — The  ccHiditions  vary  accor- 
ding to  requirements. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— And  yet,  after 
all,  the  unions  are  axnposed  of  the  same 
people.  In  Western  Australia,  for  instance, 
the  conditions  of  candidature  of  the  Labour 
Party  as  regards  the  State  Parliament,  and 
the  conditions  of  candidature  of  the  Labour 
Party  as  regards  the  Federal  Parlia- 
ment may,  or  may  not,  be  different ;  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  objects  in  each  case 
are  the  same.  Therefore,  I  do  not  think 
much  of  the  argument  that  the  conditioid 
of  the  Federal  Labour  Party  are  less  strin- 
gent than  the  conditions  of  the  States 
Lal)our  Party.  The  two  seem  to  be  so  in- 
ter\voven  that  the  same  conditims  really 
apply  in  each  case. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Does  the  right  honorable 
member  not  see  that  the  programmes  are 
different,  because  the  members  of  the  party 
are  free  men? 
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Sir  JOHN  FORREST— But  the  same 
srociations  nominate  the  candidates  for 
oth  Parliaments,  and  it  seems  to  me  thai 
lie  principles  which  govern  them  cannot  he 
ery  diflferent — the  objects  they  have  in 
iew  are  exactly  the  same. 

Mr.  Fisher. — They  are  intelligent  men, 
nd  know  their  own  business  best. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— However,  I 
K}uld  like  the  conditions  of  candidature 
)  appear  in  Hansard,  and,  therefore,  I  pro- 
3se  to  read  them  to  honorable  members, 
'here  is  a  good  deal  of  talk  about  these 
Hididons,  and  I  find  them  in  a  little  publi- 
ition  frcKn  the  north. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Hear,  hear;  the  Queens- 

nd  Worker  I 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  conditions 
e  as  fdlow : — 

I.  That  all  candidatfs  for  the  Federal  Par]in- 
nkt  shall  sign  the  following  pledge : — I  hereby 
edge  myself  not  lo  oppose  the  candidate  se- 
ated by  the  recognised  political  labour  organi- 
tion — 

is  a  "  big  order  "  to  say  a  man  shall  not 
ipose  a  league  candidate.  The  honor - 
le  member  for  Perth,  after  years  of  ser- 
would  not  be  able  to  become  a  candi- 
Lte  if  he  were  not  recognised  by  the 
:al  political  labour  organization. 

Mr.  Thouas. — A  man  may  be  Dcmiinated 
his  own  account  without  going  befwe 
:  organization  for  selection. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST,  —  But  in  that 
e  he  would  be  a  "black-leg" — not  a 
mber  of  the  Labour  Party  at  all.  Doubt- 
s  the  honorable  member  for  Perth  would 
ae  over  to  our  side  then.  The  pledge 
ceeds — 

!  if  electedi  to  do  my  utmost  to  carry  out  the 
iciples  embodied  in  the  Federal  Labour  Plat- 
n,  and  oa  all  questions  affecting  the  ptat- 
n — 

is  difficult  to  say  what  this  means — it 
;ht  mean  anything. 

t<r.  Spence.— We  know  the  questions. 

;ir  JOHN  FORREST.— "  All  ques- 
ts affecting  the  platform  "  !  Who  is  to 
iw  what  those  questions  are? 

It.  Pace. — ^The  right  honorable  member 
the  platform  before  him. 

ir  JOHN  FORREST.— Further— 

ote  as  a  majority  of  the  Parliamentary  Party 
decide  at  a  duly  constituted  caucus  meeting. 

ordins  ta  tbis»  if  there  were  twenty- 
member^  thirteen  could  absolutely  rule 

other  twelve. 
8  F 


Mr.  Watson. — There  will  always  be 
more  than  twenty-five  members  in  a  league. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  am  speaking 
of  the  Parliamentary  Party  ;  that  is,  of  the 
members  of  the  Labour  Party  who  are  re- 
turned to  Parliament. 

Mr.  Thomas.— That  is  the  "  cabinet  "  of 
the  Labour  Party. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Yes;  and  it  is 
a  "big  order"  to  make  all  the  members 
bow  down  to  what  the  majority  may  decide. 

Mr.  Thouas. — That  was  done  in  the 
Cabinet  of  whic^  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber was  a  member. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.  —  But  that 
Cabinet  was  ,  very  much  smaller. 

Mr.  Tudor. — ^And  the  right  honorable 
member  was  always  in  a  minority. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  document 
proceeds — 

a.  That,  subject  to  the  acceptance  of  the  Fede- 
ral Platform  and  Pledge,  each  State  shall  control 
the  selection  of  its  candidates  for  the  Federal 
Parliament. 

3.  That  all  labour  candidates  shall  have  a  free 
hand  on  the  fiscal  question. 

I  should  like  to  know  where  the  Indi-Hume 
Party  are  in  this  matter.  They  have  joined 
a  party  which  has  no  fiscal  faith;  and  I 
shall  have  something  to  say  about  them  pre- 
sently. 

Mr.  Watson. — What  is  the  right  hon- 
orable member's  fiscal  faith-  at  present  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  am  a  mo- 
derate protectionist,  and  always  have  been. 

Mr.  Thomas. — What  does  the  right  hon- 
orable member  mean  by  that? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  could  more 
easily  explain  what  I  mean  than  the  hon- 
orable member  could  explain  the  meaning 
of  the  words  "and  on  all  questions  affect- 
ing the  platform. ' '  A  further  condi- 
tion is: — 

4.  That  no  member  of  the  Federal  Labour 
Party  shall  accept  office  in  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment except  with  the  consent  of  a  duly  constituted 
caucus  of  the  party. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  members  of  the 
Labour  Party  are  bound  hand  and  foot.  One 
of  them  may  not  even  accept  office  without 
obtaining  the  consent  of  the  majority. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  Labour  Party  is  be- 
coming, if  it  is  not  already,  an  absolute 
menace  to  Parliamentary  Government  in  this 
country ;  the  members  are  a  solid  phalanx, 
and  there  is  no  room  for  individual  views. 
In  regard  to  a  great  many  matters,  whidi 
cover  nearly  the  whole  gamutj 
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they  are  a  solid  party ;  a  machine  controlled 
inside  by  the  caucus,  and  outside  by  the 
labour  unions. 

Mr.  Frazer. — The  right  hontvable  mem- 
ber would  never  do  for  a  caucus,  that  is 
certain  I 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— It  is  clear 
that  if  the  party  is  fifty  strong,  twenty-six 
members  will  rule  absolutely  the  others. 
Those  conditions  of  candidature  might  have 
been  all  very  well  in  the  early  days  when 
the  party  was  fighting  an  uphill  battle, 
and  had  no  chance  of  obtaining  control  of 
the  destinies  of  either  a  State  or  the  Com- 
monwealth. Such  conditions  were  excel- 
lent then,  because  in  a  small  party  unity  is 
necessary  if  they  are  to  exercise  that  in- 
fluence without  which  nothing  can  be  done. 
But  circumstances  have  now  changed,  and 
hcHiorable  members  opposite  have  become,  in 
some  cases,  almost  the  dominant  party  in 
the  House.  Conditions  which  were  good 
enough  in  the  early  days  when  the  party 
were  few  in  numbers,  cannot  apply  to  the 
altered  circumstances;  and,  as  sure  as  I 
stand  here,  they  must  break  down. 

Mr.  Page. — The  conditions  are  more  ne- 
cessary now  than  e\'er  they  were. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— In  my  opinion 
that  is  not  SQ.  and  I  am  sure  that  the  con- 
ditions will  break  down. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Why  is  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman  so  anxious  about  us? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Because  I  hope 
the  ccMiditions  will  break  down.  I  consider 
that  a  combination  such  as  that  the  labour 
Party  presents,  is  an  absolute  danger  to  this 
country.  Freedom  of  acti(»i  is  d^ied,  and 
a  large  body  of  men  are  bound  together  on 
a  platform  embracing  numerous  matters  of 
great  importance,  which  come  before  Parlia- 
ment. The  conditions  of  the  Labour  Party 
are  too  stringent,  and,  as  I  say,  are  an  abso- 
lute menace  to  the  good  government  of  the 
country.  It  places  the  absolute  control  of 
the  minority  of  the  party  in  the  hands  of 
the  majority.  Such  a  position  has  never 
been  known  in  any  Parliament  in  a  British 
TO'jntry. 

Mr.  Carpentek. — Majorities  always  have 
control. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Not  the  control 
that  is  exercised  by  the  members  of  the 
Labour  Party,  because  nolens  volem  they 
are  bound,  arid  if  one  breaks  what  I  was 
going  to  call  the  almost  sacred  pledge,  he 
vmxA  take  the  consequences. 

Mr.  Page. — ^We  consider  the  pledge 
sacred. 


Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Such  condi- 
tions are  lUl  very  well  with  a  small  party 
for  the  purposes  of  aggressian,  but  in  my 
opinion  they  cannot  last;  and  I  hope  thit 
the  Labour  Party  wiU  not  be  aUe  to  ap[d\ 
them  in  the  administration  olt  the  Gomn- 
ment. 

Mr.  Isaacs.  —  The  conditions  were  all 
right  when  the  Labour  Party  were  support- 
ing the  Government  of  which  the  rigiu 
h(KK>rable  gentleman  was  a  membej. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  think 
that  that  remark  is  very  apropos,  sedag 
that  the  honorable  and  learned  member  him- 
self supported  that  GoT«mment. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — I  did,  and  I  was  very  sorrv 
to  see  that  Government  go  out. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  honorable 
and  learned  member  is  not  the  first  to  use 
the  jibe  that  the  Labour  Party  supported 
for  three  years  the  Government  of  whidi 
I  was  a  member.  But  why  did  the 
Labour  Party  support  that  Gm-emnKnl? 
Because  we  were  carrying  out  legislation 
whidi  they  desired ;  and  there  was  some  of 
that  legislation  whidi  several  members  of 
that  Government  were  not  greatly  in  favour 
of,  as  I  shall  show  directly. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^What  happens  to  a  man 
who  votes  against  his  party  in  EnglanA 
where  there  is  no  Labour  Party  in  the  sense 
imderstood  here  ?  Such  a  man  goes  oat  on 
his  "  pink  ear." 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  think 
so.  Liberal -Unionists  in  England  did  not 
come  to  grief  when  they  separated  fnsm  tbe 
libeml  Party.  I 

Mr.  Watson. — ^That  was  because  tbef 
were  adopted  by  another  party. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  Uniooisti 
in  England  stood  alone  for  years. 

Mr.  Watson. — Na  I 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— At  any  rate, 
the  members  of  that  union  were  free  mes 
— they  werejiot  bound  as  are  the  membcn 
of  the  Labour  Party.  The  speech  of  the  j 
honorable  member  for  Perth  last  ni^t 
might  be  described  as  a  fine  piece  of 
acting. 

Mr.  Fowler. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  onfcf- 
I  take  exception  to  the  continual  asstttuD  I 
that  I  was  guilty  last  night  of  a  piece  of 
acting.  I  was  never  more  in  earnest  in  my 
life,  and  the  right  honorable  g«itlea»an 
knows  that. 

Mr.  SPEAKER— What  is  the  point  of 
order  ? 

Mr.  Fowler.— Is  the  right  honoiaWe 
member  in  order  in  accusing  me  of  acting—  1 
m  misrepresenting  m¥->8tiUenients?  I 
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Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Perth  is  displeased  with  the  ezpres- 
non  used>  I  am  quite  sure  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  Swan  will  withdraw  it. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Certainly,  I 
withdraw  it  absolutely.  I  do  not  think  that 
the  honorable  member  was  acting,  but  I  say 
that  his  delivering  the  speech  he  did,  and 
then  declaring  his  intention  to  vote  for  the 
ax>tion,  might  give  people  the  idea  that  he 
was  acting.  I  believe  the  honorable  member 
to  be  incapable  of  anything  dishonorable. 
I  should  now  like  to  say  snnething  about 
the  alliance  of  die  hoDori^le  members,  led 
by  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Indi,  with  the  Labour  Party.  The  real 
reason  which  actuates  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Indi,  and  those  support- 
ing him  in  joining  the  Labour  Party,  is 
their  desire  to  have  the  Tariff  revised ;  but 
th-:r  honorable  member  for  Bland,  when  sub- 
nutting  the  motion  before  the  House,  never 
once  mentioned  the  Tariff.  Why  ?  Because 
the  free-trades  of  his  party  would  not  allow 
him  to  do  sa 

Mr.  McCay. — ^The  caucus  had  forbidden 

it. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  leader  of 

the  Opposition  was  not  able  to  say  one 
word  about  the  Tariff  in  connexion  with 
the  alliance. 

Mr.  Pace. — It  is  said  that  there  is  a 
Tariff  truce ;  whv  mention  the  matter  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  say  that  this 
alliance,  so  far  as  the  main  object  which 
those  who  have  seceded  from  the  main  body 
of  protectionists  have  in  view  

Mr.  Gsoou. — ^The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber left  us  after  he  had  assisted  in  passing 
a  resolutitm  declaring  he  would  not. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Who  is  the  hon- 
orable and  teamed  member's  leader? 

Mr.  Groou. — The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber's leader  is  the  Prime  Minister. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  honorable 
and  learned  member  has  deserted  not  only 
his  part%-,  but  also  his  leader. 

Mr.  Gsooic. — I  keep  to  my  prindples. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  should  like  to 
know  where  those  principles  are  >  perhaps 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  will  tell 
us  where  he  keeps  them. 

Mr.  Ghoom. — They  would  not  be  safe  in 
the  keeping  of  the  right  honorable  member. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  main  rea- 
son for  this  great  alliance  has  been  treated 
by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  with  con- 
temptuous silence,  and  has  been  repudiated  . 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Perth,  who  ' 
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will  have  nothing  to  do  with  seceders  frcxn 
the  protectionist  party  who  have  referred 
to  the  Labour  Party  as  a  sham  and  a  fraud, 
unless  they  apologize.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bourke  had  better  set  about  making 
an  abject  apology. 

Mr.  Htnn  Cook. — I  will  correct  a  mis- 
statement at  the  right  time. 

Mr.  FowLXft. — I  gave  other  reasons  as 
well. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  assume  that  the 
honwable  and  learned  member  for  Indi  and 
the  other  protectionists  have  joined  the  La- 
bcxir  Party  in  order  that  the  Tariff  may  be 
reconsidered,  but  the  honorable  member  for 
Bland  has  not  promised  to  re-open  the  ques- 
tion if  this  motion  be  carried.  Honorable 
members  must  think  that  the  public  are 
rather  stupid  if  they  suppose  that  they 
will  be  misled  by  their  action  in  giving 
notice  of  motions  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Royal  Commission  to  coisider  the  working 
of  the  Tariff,  and  to  inquire  into  the  to- 
bacco trade,  immediately  before  the  moving 
of  a  motion  of  want  of  confidence.  We 
might  have  expected  from  the  mover  of  this 
no-OMifidence  moticm  a  statement  of  the 
terms  of  the  alliance  betweoi  the  Labour 
Party  and  the  protectionist  seceders,  and  he 
might  have  told  us  what  he  was  going  to  do 
for  them. 

Mr.  Watson. — There  is  plenty  of  time 
yet  for  a  statement  of  policy  by  me. 

Mr.  Page. — What  was  the  bunch  of  car- 
rots which  the  right  honorable  member  f(» 
East  Sydney  held  out  to  the  right  htrnwable 
member  for  Swan  to  induce  him  to  jcnn 
the  coalition  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  has  not  dfered  me  any- 
thing.   He  made  no  overtures  to  me. 

Mr.  PAGE.~What  did  be  offer  the  right 
honorable  member's  party  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  Prime 
Minister  has  explained  the  terms  upon  which 
the  Ministry  was  formed. 

Mr.  Watson. — He  said  that  the  terms 
placed  before  the  public  were  not  adopted, 
and  that  the  prt^xised  coalition  went  by 
the  board,  so  that  there  has  been  no  state- 
ment of  the  terms  of  the  present  coalition. 

ilr.  Isaacs. — Up  to  the  present,  it  is  a 
secret  treaty. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— There  is  no 
secrecy*  so  far  as  I  am  concerned.  Tlte 
party  of  which  I  am  a  member  went  to 
the  country  at  the  last  general  elections  on 
a  definite  policy,  which  was  announced  at 
Ballarat  by  the  then  Prime  Minister,  in 
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October  last,  when  I  was  present  as  a  mem- 
ber of  his  Government.  Referring  to  the 
existing  Tariff,  he  said — 

We  are  prepared  to  preserve  that  Tariff,  be- 
cause we  believe  that  the  best  boon  to  this  com- 
munity that  its  public  men  can  give  it  is  fiscal 
peace. 

Further  on,  he  said — 

We  are  willing  to  wait  and  trust  to  experience, 
t9  show  OUT  coaodence  in  the  working  of  the  pro- 
tectionist part  01  this  Tariff. 

That  was  the  pith  of  the  policy  upon  which 
we  went  to  the  country,  and  I  believe  that 
everv  member  of  the  party  adopted  it.  But 
what  has  been  the  action  of  the  honorable 
and  learned  members  for  Indi,  and  Darling 
Downs,  of  the  honorable  members  for  Hume 
and  Bourke,  and  others  ?  This  alliance  with 
the  Labour  Party  is  founded  on  the  re- 
pudiation of  their  public  pledges  to  their 
constituents  and  to  the  people  of  Australia. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — ^The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber should  justify  the  statement  that  I  gave 
anv  such  pledge  to  my  constituents. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  hold  that  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  who  was 
a  leading  member  of  the  Protectionist  Party, 
by  his  silence,  assented  to  the  programme 
put  forward  by  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat.  He  was  returned 
as  a  supporter  of  the  Deakin  Administra- 
tion, and  it  is  idle  for  him  to  say  now  that 
he  did  not  in  the  main  support  the  policy 
of  his  leader  in  regard  to  fiscal  peace.  That 
policy  was  very  clearly  enunciated,  and  the 
Age  newspaper,  which  supported  the  Deakin 
Government,  declared  in  no  uncertain  terms 
for  it.  In  its  leading  columns,  of  the  30th 
October,  I  find  the  following: — ■ 

The  first  and  foremost  necessity  of  the  times  is 
a  truce  on  the  Bscal  question.  As  long  as  that 
struggle  goes  on,  it  bars  the  w.iy  to  .any  progres- 
sive legislation  on  other  national  or  social  ques- 
tions. There  is  a  time  to  draw  the  sword  and  a 
time  to  sheath  it.  All  the  interests  of  trade  and 
industrial  development  demand  for  the  present 
a  cessation  of  fiscal  hostilities. 

Therefore  I  ask  why  this  falling  off  on  the 
part  of  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Indi,  and  on  the  part  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Bourke,  and  others,  all  of  whom 
have  now  joined  the  Labour  Party?  Not 
CHily  have  honorable  members  seceded 
from  the  Protectionist  Party,  and  repudi- 
ated the  pledges  which  they  made  to  their 
constituents,  and  to  the  people  of  Austra- 
lia, but  they  have  deserted  their  leader. 

Mr.  Storrer. — He  deserted  us. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — We  would  not  follow  him 
into  the  enemy's  camp. 


Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  be- 
lieve in  deserting  my  leader,  or  in  profiting 
by  desertion,  as  the  hcxior^le  and  learned 
member  for  Indi  will  do  if  this  motioa 
succeeds. 

Mr.  Webster. — ^That  is  not  true. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.~He  will  be  a 
member  of  any  coalition  Government. 

Mr.  Fisher. — It  is  not  so. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Well,  I  with- 
draw the  remark.  The  policy  of  fiscai 
peace,  annouDced  by  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat,  was  unirer- 
sally  accepted  by  the  Protectionist  Parn-. 

Mr.  Ronald. — No. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  mean 
to  say  that  every  individual  protectionist 
accepted  it;  but  it  was  accepted  by  the 
party  throughout  Australia.  I  do  not  know 
what  was  said  in  Queensland  and  Tasmania, 
but  in  Victoria  and  in  New  South  Wale^ 
"  fiscal  peace  "  was  the  election  cry  of  the 
Protectionist  Party. 

Mr.  McDonald. — ^What  they  declared 
for  in  Western  Australia  was  labour. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  am  dealing 
now  with  the  fiscal  issue.  What  did  the 
honorable  member  for  Barker  say  upon  this 
matter  ?  He  is  a  protectionist,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Protectionist  Party.  He 
said — 

The  Tariff  was  not  by  any  means  perfect,  bat 
he  was  for  fiscal  peace  during  the  next  Pailii- 
ment. 

Surely  that  is  a  very  clear  pronouncemenL 
What  was  my  own  position  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia ?  My  pledge  to  the  electors  of  West- 
ern Australia,  which  was  printed  in  the 
press,  reads — 

I  am  in  favour  of  the  existing  Tariff  beiag 

fiven  a  fair  trial.  It  was  arrived  at  after  nttcb 
abour  and  controversy,  and  I  recogniM  it 
would  be  unwise  to  disturb  it,  and  to  do  to  3t 
the  present  time  would  be  detrimental  to  trade 
and  injurious  all  round.  The  verdict  of  Aus- 
tralia at  the  coming  electiras  will,  I  feci  son, 
be  in  accord  with  the  above  views. 

The  verdict  of  Australia  was  in  accord 
with  those  views.  Speaking  for  myself 
and  all  who  belonged  to  the  Protectionist 
Party  at  that  time.  I  ask  "  Where  is  the 
mandate  frwn  our  constituents  to  alter  the 
Tariff?"  We  have  none.  The  proteciico- 
ists  throughout  Australia  declared  in  unous- 
takable  terms  that  they  accepted  the  pio- 
notmcement  of  the  hontvable  and  leanied 
member  for  Ballarat  that  there  should  be 
fiscal  peace  during  the  life  of  this  Parlia- 
ment. Where  is  the  mandate  of  the  boo«- 
able  and  learned  member  for  Indi,  or  ite 
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honorable  and  learned  member  for  Darling 
Downs,  or  the  honorable  member  for  Hume, 
or  the  honorable  members  for  Bourke  and 
Melbourne  Forts,  to  ask  for  an  alteration 
of  the  TaritT? 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  mandate  comes  frc»n 
the  exercise  of  cooimcm  sense,  and  the 
knowledge  that  industries  are  being 
destroyed. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — We  have  the  same  mandate 
as  has  the  right  honorable  member  if  be 

will  only  obey  it 

Mr,  Groom. — We  received  no  mandate 
to  place  ourselves  under  the  free-trade 
leader. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— In  my  opinion 
the  protectionist  supporters  of  the  Govern- 
ment are  as  safe  now  as  thev  were  before. 
The  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Darling  Downs  will  be  absorbed,  and  will 
sign  the  pledge  of  the  Labour  Party. 

Mr.  Groom. — I  am  quite  prepared  to 
run  the  risk. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST— What  have  the 
seceders  done?  They  have  joined  a  party 
whidi  is  very  much  stronger  than  is  their 
own — a  par^  which  has  no  fiscal  faith 
whatever. 

Mr.  Cahpbnteb. — Th^  have  not  joined 
the  Labour  Party.     The  two  parties  are 

quite  distinct. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.  —  It  has  been 
stated  that  the  agreement  between  the  two 
parties  has  been  confirmed. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — We  have  not  been  ""gob- 
bled "  up  by  the  Free  trade  Party. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  seceHing 
protectionists  have  joined  a  party  which 
has  no  fiscal  faith  whatever,  and  which 
helped  to  defeiat  the  protectionist  Govern- 
ment in  this  House.  No  matter  what  the 
members  of  the  Labour  Party  may  say  to 
the  contrary,  the  fact  remains  that  they 
hurled  the  protectionist  Ministry  frran 
power.  Concerning  the  statement  that  I 
was  not  prepared  to  allow  the  Watson 
Administration  to  continue  in  office 
for  a  single  day,  I  wish  to 
say  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  fact 
that  it  was  a  Labour  Ministry,  it  would 
have  received  a  very  much  shorter  shrift 
than  it  did.  There  was  a  general  feeling 
in  the  House  that  a  party  which  had  had 
no  experience  of  Ministerial  office,  should 
be  accorded  very  generous  treatment.  We 
had  as  much  chance  of  deposing  that  Go- 
vernment when  it  first  met  the  House,  as 
honorable  members  opposite  have  of  suc- 
ceeding with  the  present  motion. 

Mr.  Watson. — Not  by  a  long  way. 


^r.  Carpenter. — Honorab^  members 
■opposite  were  conspiring  all  the  time  to 
defeat  the  Watson  Government,  but  could 
not  do  sa 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  repeat  that 
there  was  a  general  desire  that  we  should 
not  act  precipitately  in  regard  to  the  La- 
bour Party,  which  for  the  first  time,  had 
assumed  the  reins  of  Government  From 
the  time  when  the  Protectionist  Party  met 
in  the  room  upstairs,  and  decided  not  to 
enter  into  an  alliance  with  the  Free-trade 
Party,  no  meeting  has  been  held,  and  no 
agreement  ratified  in  regard  to  the  present 
coalition. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  meeting  to  which  the 
right  h<Hiorable  member  refers,  decided  that 
there  should  be  no  coalition. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  honorable 
memlber  should  be  ashamed  to  make  any 
mention  of  that  meeting.  He  attended  witn 
a  determination  to  prevent  any  coalition 
being  arranged.  He  was  present  only  for  the 
purpose  of  creating  trouble  and  obstruction. 

Mr.  Mauoer. — ^And  I  succeeded. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  honor- 
able member  temporarily  succeeded,  but  I 
am  satisfied  that,  within  a  brief  period,  we 
shall  again  have  him  in  the  fold.  The 
alliance  between  the  protectionists  and  free- 
trade  members  upon  the  Ministerial  side  of 
the  House  is  not  the  result  of  any  agree- 
ment arrived  at  by  meetings  called  for  the 
purpose.  But  wc  believe  that  Australia  will 
be  better  governed  by  the  present  Adminis- 
tration than  it  would  be  by  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite. 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  decision  was  not 
arrived  at  bv  any  meeting  which  was  held. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— There  are  some 
agreements  which  are  better  than  those  made 
with  pen  and  ink — I  mean  agreements  which 
are  arrived  at  by  mutual  consent  in  cases 
where  people  come  together  of  their  own 
accord. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Four  seats  in  the  Cabinet 
represent  good  pie  all  the  same. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— At  any  rate,  I 
am  not  a  member  of  the  Government  I 
believe,  however,  that  I  can  accomplish  just 
as  much  good  on  behalf  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia, and  exert  quite  as  much  influence  as 
a  private  member  a&  I  could  if  I  filled  a 
position  in  the  Cabinet.  I  am  not  so  foolish 
as  to  think  that  a  coalition  Government  can 
find  portfolios  for  everybody.  Those  who 
will  not  abstain  from  urging  any  claims 
which  they  may  have  reason  to  believe  they 
possess,  in  a  time  of  great  difficulty,  must 
be  satisfied  to  be  branded  as  self-seekers. 
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Mr.  David  Thomson. — Does  the  right 
honorable  member  think  that  he  will  get 
back  next  time? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Certainly.  I 
may  add  that  neither  directly  nor  indirectly 
was  I  ever  consulted  by  any  member  of  the 
Ministry  concerning  the  programme  which 
they  have  submitted.  I  had  confidence 
that  they  would  do  what  was  just  to  Western 
Australia,  and  if  they  had  not  I  was  free 
to  express  my  dissent^  and  to  act  as  I  con- 
sidered best. 

Mr.  Grooii. — ^Tbey  did  nothing. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.  —  They  have 
brought  forward  one  measure  in  which 
I  was  specially  interested — the  Kalgoorlie 
to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survev  Bill. 

Mr.  Isaacs.— Oh  I 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— At  any  rate  it 
is  to  my  credit  that  I  never  had  any  con- 
versation with  Ministers  upon  that  subject. 

Mr.  David  Thomson. — The  motion  relat- 
ing to  the  survey  of  that  line  was  carried 
with  the  aid  of  members  of  the  Labour 
Party. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  am  very  much 
obliged  to  them  for  their  assistance.  Hon- 
orable members  are  aware  how  rery  inter- 
ested I  am  in  that  project,  and  knowing  the 
intimacy  which  exists  between  members  of 
the  Govenunent  and  myself,  may  have  been 
disposed  to  think  that  I  requested  them  to 
include  that  measure  in  their  programme. 
But  neither  directly  nor  indirectly  did  I 
ever  mentiwi  the  subject  to  them.  Of 
course  it  would  be  idle  for  me  to  deny  that 
I  was  aware  of  the  compact  which  was  made 
between  the  hcnorable  and  learned  member 
for  Ballarat  and  the  present  Prime  Mini- 
ster. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — What  was  that  oranpact? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  refer  to  the 
compact  into  whidi  they  entered,  sidiject  to 
the  approval  of  their  respective  parties- 
I  knew  that  that  compact  would  be  the 
bans  of  any  understanding  which  might  be 
arrived  at  between  those  parties.  I  was 
in  favour  of  it  

Mr.  Mauger. — The  majoritv  were  op- 
posed to  it. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  had  every 
confidence  that  that  compact  would  form 
the  basis  of  any  alliance  which  might  be 
entered  into. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber seceded  from  the  Protectionist  Party  in 
order  to  get  it. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— T  mentioned 
the  subject  of  the  Transcontinental  Rail- 
way for  a  purpose.    The  Deakin  and  Wat- 


%aa  Administrations  having  approved  of  the 
Bill  relating  to  the  survey  of  that  line,  it 
was  only  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  ooali- 
tion  Govenunent  would  approve  of  it 

Mr.  McDoNALix— Then  there  is  no  credit 
due  to  the  right  honorable  member. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— But  I  wish  to 
show  the  view  which  is  entertained  by  a 
member  of  the  other  branch  of  the  L^;is- 
lature,  who  is  at  present  upon  a  visit  to 
Western  Australia.  In  the  West  Austra- 
lian, of  6th  September,  Senator  Croft  is 
repCHTted  to  have  said — 

We  have  no  idea  a>  to  what  Mr.  Reid's  policr 
is  likely  to  be,  but  I  am  credibly  informed  tW 
it  will  contain  little  or  no  reference  to  Uie  Tnns- 
AusFraliui  Railway,  and  will  not  even  proride 
for  a  survey  in  that  connexion. 

I  should  like  to  know  by  whcnn  he  was  "ae- 
dibly  informed."  My  idea  is  that  he  was  not 
ciedibly  informed,  and  it  would  take  a  kit  of 
persuasicm  to  induce  me  to  think  otherwise. 
Another  paragraph  appeared  in  the  Wtst 
Australian  newspaper  of  the  8th  SeptemWr, 
quoting  the  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney  as  stating  as  a  part  of  h:s 
polic)- — 

We  propose  to  deal  with  the  Bill  providing  f« 
a  surrey  of  the  Transcontinental  Railway  Une.  | 

Yet  Senator  Croft  sud  that  be  wu  oediUy 
informed  that  nothing  would  be  done.  Doo 
any  honorable  member  in  tfab  House  bdieve 
that  the  honwable  senator  was  credibly  \ 

informed  to  that  effect?  If  no  communi-  ' 
cation  was  made  to  me  or  to  my  friends.  1 
how  could  this  wiseacre  who  went  to  the  | 
West  have  been  '*  credibly  infcxmed"  to  , 
that  effect?  I 

Mr.  Carpenter. — Knowing  the  oppon- 
ents of  the  railway  who  were  in  the  Miais* 
try,  we  were  a  Uttls  suspidoas  abont  it 
luitil  we  saw  the  policv  stated. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Do  honorable 
members  think  that,  in  my  position  as  a 
supporter  of  the  Government.  I  wwild 
not  have  been  informed  if  the  Ministry  did 
not  propose  to  do  anything? 

Mr.  Spence. — No;  the  rigjit  honorable 
member  would  not  be  consulted  at  ail. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— AH  I  can  sjy 
is  that  if  Senator  Croft  was  "  credibly  in-  i 
formed,"  no  one  else  was  so  infonDeti.  1 
These  pure-minded  patriots  go  about  it^c 
country  trying  to  create  ill-will  and  mis- 
chief by  makmg  statements  which  hare  iw 
foundaticHi. 

Mr.  CARPEHTxit. — It  is  not  so  bad  as 
sending  telegrams. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  am  willing 
to  stand  by  anything  I  have  sent 
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Mr.  Watson. — I  suppose  that  Senator 
Croft  ii  equally  ready  to  stand  by  vhat  be 
said. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Then  let  the 
honorable  senator  say  who  "  credibly  in- 
formed "  him. 

Mr.  McDonald. — Considering  the  speech 
delivered  by  the  bcmorable  member  for 
Gippslandf  and  the  fact  that  the  hcKiorable 
member  represented  half  the  head  of  the 
Government}  was  it  not  a  natural  conclusion 
for  Senator  Croft  to  come  to? 

Mr.  McLean. — I  stated  in  the  speech  to 
which  the  htmorable  njember  refers  that  I 
hoped  the  Government  would  get  the  fullest 
possible  infonnati(»i. 

Mr.  McDonald.  —  But  the  honorable 
gentleman  denounced  the  proposal  in  an- 
other speedi,  made  in  Gippsland. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST— The  other  day 
when  the  honorable  member  for  Bland  gave 
notice  of  the  motion  of  want  of  confidence 
in  the  Government,  I  interjected  that  if  the 
Western  Australian  members  of  the  Labour 
Party  had  brought  pressure  to  bear  upon  the 
honorable  member  he  would  never  have 
precipitated  his  motion  until  the  Kal- 
goorlie-Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill  had  had  a  fair  chance  of 
being  got  out  of  the  way.  I  said  that  !f 
those  hcxiorable  members  had  supported  (he 
proposals  in  the  way  they  ought,  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Bland  would  not  ha\'e 
done  anything  so  detrimental  to  Western 
Australia.  The  honorable  member  fGr 
Coolgardie,  when  replying  to  me,  said ; 

I  am  afraid  that  my  idea  of  loyalty  to  my 
leader  and  colleagues  must  be  different  from  that 
cherished  by  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan. 

Loyalty  to  his  leader  and  his  colleagues ! 
What  about  Ic^alty  to  his  constituency  and 
his  State? 

Mr.  Carpenter.  —  The  right  honorable 
member  does  not  know  what  the  honorable 
member  for  Coolgardie  had  done  for  his 
State  that  same  morning. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.  —  We  do  not 
know  what  the  honorable  member  did,  but 
we  know  what  he  said.  The  hcmorable 
member  spoke  of  loyaltv  to  his  leader  and 
his  colleagues,  but  tw  said  nothing  whatever 
about  his  loyalty  to  his  constituents  and  his 
State.  It  appears  to  me  that,  with  the 
honorable  member,  they  are  a  secondary 
consideration,  and  his  first  consideration  is 
thn  Labour  Party,  to  which  he  is  bound 
hand  and  foot. 

Mr.  Carpenter. — That  is  very  unfair. 


Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  say  that  it 
is  absolutely  true. 

Mr.  Carpenter. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Coolgardie  had  done  everything  for 
Western  Australia  that  a  man  could  that 
same  morning. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  know 
what  the  honorable  member  may  have  done 
in  caucus,  that  is  not  reported  here. 

Mr.  Mamon. — I  mereljr  meant  that  I  did 
not  disclose  Cabinet  difference  in  this 
House. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  have  quoted 
the  honorable  gentleman's  statement,  when 
I  told  him  that  I  thought  he  should  have 
brought  more  pressure  to  bear  on  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Bland.  Do  honorable 
members  think  that  I  would  have  approved 
of  such  a  thing  being  done,  as  the  honor- 
able member  for  Coolgardie  allowed  to  be 
done,  especially  when  there  was  no  reason 
or  advantage  to  be  gained  bv  doing  it? 

Mr.  Mauger. — No;  the  right  honorable 
member  ^rould  have  smashed  things. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— If  the  party 
were  to  be  injured,  or  some  great  catas- 
trophe were  likely  to  happen,  it  might  be 
justified.  But  to  avoid  a  few  hours'  de- 
lay in  giving  notice  of  a  motion,  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Coolgardie  sacrificed  his 
loyalty  to  his  constituency  and  his  State  for 
loyalty  to  his  leader  and  his  oolleagues. 

Mr.  Carpenter. — It  was  because  of  the 
condtict  of  honorable  members  opposite. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — It  is  not  five  minutes  since 
th.--  right  honorable  gentleman  placed  loyalty 
or  so-called  loyalty  to  a  leader  before 
loyalty  to  a  whole  country. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  absolutely 
deny  that.  Cannot  the  hcxiorabie  and 
learned  member  for  Indi  allow  other  people 
to  defend  themselves?  Must  he  always 
rush  in?  Is  the  h<XH»rable  and  learned 
member  the  only  member  with  any  sense 
in  this  House?  Does  he  desire  to  be  the 
protector  of  everybody? 

Mr.  Isaacs. — I  wish  to  show  how  very 
little  consistency  there  is  in  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman. 

Mr.  Austin  Chaphan. — Some  honorable 
members  opposite  are  good  judges  of  con- 
sistency. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.~The  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Indi  is  in  a  diffi- 
cult position ;  and  I  suppose  one  must  make 
scene  allowance  for  him.  The  first  alle- 
giance of  members  of  the  Labour  Party  is 
to  the  labour  unions  outside,  and  their  con- 
stituents come  second. 
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Mr.  Cam^ntes. — That  is  a  very  foolish 
statement  to  make. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST,— I  say  that 
here,  and  I  shall  say  it  to  the  h<m- 
orable  member's  constituents  when  I  have 
the  opportunity. 

Mr.  Cahpentek. — The  right  honorable 
gentleman  says  many  foolish  things. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— What  is  the 
shelving  of  that  Bill,  and  the  sacrificing 
of  his  own  State  to  the  honorable  member 
for  Coolgardie? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.~The  right  honorable 
gentleman's  comrades  on  the  other  side  sac- 
rificed the  Bill. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Will  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Coolgardie  deny  that 
that  Bill,  which  has  been  so  longed  for  by 
the  people  of  Western  Australia,  was 
shelved  without  any  reason  at  all  ?  I  said 
at  the  time  that  the  chief  opponent  of  the 
Bill,  the  honorable  member  for  Moira,  had 
gone  hixne.  I  was  not  then  absolutely 
certain  of  the  fact,  but  I  find  that  I  was 
correct.  Surely,  with  all  the  means  at  the 
disposal  of  the  party  opposite,  they  could 
have  found  out  where  the  honorable  member 
for  Moira  was?  The  honorable  member 
was  on  his  way  to  the  North,  and  probably 
at  that  time  he  was  half  way  to  his  home  on 
the  Murray. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Did  not  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman  himself  vote  to  shelve  the 
Bill  some  time  ago? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.  —  I  say  that 
this  Bill,  which  is  of  so  mudi  importance  to 
the  people  of  Western  Australia,  was 
shelved,  and  I  say  that  the  honorable  mem^ 
ber  for  Coolgardie  temporarily  sacrificed 
his  own  State,  because,  when  I  objected 
to  what  had  been  done,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber said  that  it  had  his  full  approval  and 
indorsement  

Mr.  Mahon. — Hear,  bear.  I  repeat  that 
now. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— This  shows 
how  much  the  honorable  member  cares  for 
his  constituents  and  the  people  of  Western 
Auiiir  ill-i.  Whv  should  thehOTorable  mem- 
ber care  for  Western  Australia  ?  He  is  a 
stranger  there ;  he  is  scarcely  known  to  the 
people  there,  though  he  is  a  representative 
of  the  State. 

Mr.  Webster. — Is  this  an  electioneer- 
ing address? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  honorable 
member  for  Coolgardie  and  I  are  personal 
friends,  but  that  does  not  prevent  me  from 
telling  the  honorable  gentlemao  the  truth. 


Mr.  Mahon. — The  rig^t  bonoiable  gen- 
tleman knows  very  differ^t  from  what  be 

is  now  stating. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.  —  The  honor- 
able  member  did  not  look  after  his 
constituents  the  other  day,  or  that  wrong 
to  the  people  of  Western  Australia  would 
never  have  been  perpetrated.  There  was 
no  reascHi  for  it  at  all,  unless  it  was  to 
enable  the  hcmorable  member  for  Bland 
and  others  to  return  to  Sydney  on  Thursday 
instead  of  Friday.  Was  that  a  sufl&cient 
reason  to  justify  the  abandcaunrat  of  a  Bill 
which  was  so  eagerly  longed  for  by  the 
people  of  Western  Australia? 

Mr.  Mahon. — And  which  the  right  boo- 
orable  gentleman  was  three  years  in  office 
without  advandng  a  single  stage. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  honorable 
member  has  said  that  the  Government  of 
which  he  was  a  member  did  more,  but  thev* 
did  nothing. 

Mr.  Mahon. — ^We  did. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  honorable 
gentleman  and  his  GoTOnunent  found  ^he 
resolution  relating  to  the  Go\'emor-Gmerars 
message  on  the  table  when  the  Deakin  Go- 
vernment went  out  of  c^ce,  and  it  was  still 
there  when  the  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney  came  into  cffice. 

Mr.  Mahon.  —  The  right  htHwrable 
gentleman  put  the  Labour  Goverrunent  out. 
and  in  (^ng  so  he  helped  to  shelve  the 
Bill. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Though  what 
I  have  said  may  be  ccaisidered  bv  some  hon- 
orable members  to  be  ungenerous,  it  ts  not 
nearly  so  ungenerous  as  is  the  honorable 
gentleman's  statement  that,  although  I  was 
three  years  in  office,  I  did  nothing.  In 
view  of  the  facts,  that  is  a  most  ungenerous 
statement.  I  did  all  that  I  possibly  could 
do,  and  I  admit  that  the  h<xiorabIe  gentle- 
man helped  me. 

Mr.  Mahon.— The  statement  is  quite  as 
true  as  what  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
said  just  now. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  honorable 
gentleman  may  have  acted  in  a  weak  mo- 
ment, or  thoughtlessly   

Mr.  Mauger.  —  The  right  honorable 
gentleman  had  better  withdraw  the  state- 
ment. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.  —  I  shall  not 
withdraw  it.  I  shall  reiterate  it  in  Westeni 
Australia,  unless  the  honorable  member  foe 
Coolgardie  explains  why  he  allowed  this 
wrcHig  to  be  perpetrated. 
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Mr.  Mahon. — I  shall  explain  what  the 
ight  honorable  gentleman  did  aisa 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  people  of 
l^estern  Australia  do  not  know  the  bonor- 
ble  member  lot  Coolgardie^  and  would  not 
sten  to  him.     The  honorable  member  is 

stranger  in  Western  Australia. 

Mr.  Mahon.— They  know  the  right  hon- 
•able  gentleman  too  well. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Of  what  use  is 

for  the  honorable  gentleman  to  talk  about 
hat  he  will  do?  If  he  were  to  walk  down 
e  streets  of  any  of  the  principal  towns  of 

estem  Australia,  the  hcmorable  gentleman 
Duld  be  unknown.  He  must  know  that,  as 
sll  as  I  do. 

Mr.  Mahon.— Thirty  thousand -of  tham 
5uld  not  chase  me  to  the  railway  station. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— People  who  do 
rthing  are  never  foimd  fault  with.  People 
lie  are  unknown,  who  have  no  public  ser- 
;e  to  their  credit,  have  never  anything 
id  against  them.  But  the  man  who 
es  to  do  something  for  the  benefit  of  his 
How-men,  may  depend  upcm  it  that  he 
II  tread  upon  the  toes  of  a  lot  of  people 

doing  so. 

Mr.  Mahon.— Hear,  hear.  Let  the  right 
norable  gentleman  send  up  one  of  his 
>ls  to  Coolgardie.  and  see  how  he  will  get 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— We  shall  do  it. 
e  shall  try  to  secure  that  the  place  which 
ows  the  hnuvable  eentleman  ^all  know 
n  no  more. 

Mr.  Mauger.  —  The  right  honorable 
ntleman  is  excited. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— It  is  not  ex- 
ement ;  it  is  only  a  little  earnestness.  Dur- 
\  the  last  month  or  two,  since  I  retired 
>m  office,  and  since  I  have  been  in  a  posi- 
n  to  express  myself  freely,  I  have  been 
srepresented  a  good  deal  in  this  House, 
wish  the  honorable  member  for  Hume 
re  present,  because,  although  that  honor- 
!e  gentleman  is  an  old  colleague  of  mine, 
Jesire  to  tell  him  that  he  was  not  correct 
something  that  he  said.  The  honorable 
uleman  has  said  that,  because  I  voted 
tinst  some  of  the  extreme  clauses  of  the 
nciliation  and  Arbitrati(xi  Bill,  I  am,  for 
X  reason,  opposed  altogether  to  the  Bill. 
Mr.  Ronald. — Hear,  hear. 
?ir  JOHN  FORREST.— That  might  be 
d  as  an  argument  if  I  had  no  evidence 
prove  the  contrary.  But  I  was  the  first 
n  in  Australia  to  introduce  and  pass  a 
apuisory  Conciliation  and  Arbitration 
1,  brought  up  to  date  with  the  provisions 
the  Act  then  in  force  in  New  Zealand, 
h  one  or  two  eiK^eptions. 


Mr.  Groou. — ^With  preference  to  union- 
ists? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST— Na  That 
was  not  in  the  measure.  I  am  opposed  to 
preference  to  unionists,  as  being  uimeces- 
sary  and  unfair.  I  do  not  think  it  was 
in  the  New  Zealand  Act  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Groom.— It  was  held  to  be. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST— I  did  not  know 
that  at  the  time.  I  do  not  think  the  State 
Parliament  of  Western  Australia  would  have 
passed  a  C(»iciIiati(Mi  and  Arbitration  Bill 
giving  one  man  an  undue  preference  over 
aix)thei. 

Mr.  Groom. — Has  it  pdssed  it  since? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST— I  may  tell  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  th^  even 
now,  though  the  measure  I  passed  has  been 
amended,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Labour 
Party,  which  was  not  in  existence  in  my 
day,  and  has  been  liberalized  in  some 
directions  and  brought  up  to  date  with  the 
New  Zealand  Act,  there  is  no  preference 
to  unionists  in  it,  and  the  Court  in  Western 
Australia  has  refused  to  give  preference 
to  unionists. 

Mr.  Groom.— Has  the  Court  held  that  it 
has  not  the  power? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  Court  has 
held  that  the  law  in  Western  Australia  does 
not  permit  of  preference  to  unionists. 

Mr.  Carpenter.— It  does  not  direct  the 
Court  to  give  preference. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  honorable 
member  for  Fremantle  will  admit  that  the 
Court  has  refused  to  give  it. 

Mr.  Carpenter.- I  admit  that;  the  Court 
may  not  think  it  has  the  power. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  am  aware 
that  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  upon 
the  point,  but  up  to  the  present  time,  the 
Court  has  held  that  the  law  cannot  be  con- 
strued to  mean  that  a  preference  shall  be 
given  to  unionists.  I  repeat,  that  I  was 
the  first  man  m  Australia  to  bring  in  a 
measure  for  compulsory  arbitration.  What- 
ever may  be  said  against  me,  in  respect  of 
my  action  uppn  the  extreme  provisions  upon 
which  we  divided— the  inclusion  of  farmers, 
civil  servants,  and  railway  employes,  and 
the  giving  of  an  undue  preference  to  union- 
ists—it  is  very  unfair  to  say  of  me  that  I 
am  opposed  to  the  passing  of  anv  Concilia- 
tion and  Arbitration  Bill. 

Mr.  Mauger. — But  the  provisions  against 
which  he  voted  were  in  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman's  Bill.   As  a jnember,  of 
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the  Government  that  introduced  the  Bill, 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  was  respuin- 
ble  for  it. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST— The  honorable 
member  tot  Hume  is  in  exactly  the  same 
position  as  myself  in  that  respect.  He 
\oted  against  provisions  appearing  in  the 
Bill  as  agreed  to  by  the  Deakin  Cabinet, 
because  he  was  opposed  to  them. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  honorable  member 
for  Hume  desired  to  liberalize  the  measure. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.~I  have  under- 
stood that  if  as  a  Minister  one  does  not 
agree  with  any  pnn-ision  in  a  measure  pro- 
posed by  the  Government  to  which  he  be- 
longs, when  he  is  no  longer  a  Minister 
he  is  free  to  exercise  his  own  judg- 
ment on  such  a  provision.  That  is 
the  understanding  on  which  I  have 
acted.  It  is,  therefore,  unfair  to  say  that 
because  I  did  not  vote  with  the  Labour 
Party  on  the  few  divisions  that  took  place 
on  extreme  provisions  in  the  Bill,  I  am  op- 
posed to  the  whole  measure.  The  Bill  I 
passed  in  Western  Australia  may  not  have 
been  so  up-to-date  as  present  requirements 
dem£md,  but  drcumstances  change  as  the 
years  roll  on,  and  legislaticm  has  to  be 
amended  from  time  to  time.  When  I  in- 
troduced it  in  1900,  representatives  of  the 
labour  organizaticHis  of  Western  Australia 
waited  on  me,  and  in  the  course  of  the  in- 
terview said  that  my  name  would  be  always 
honored  by  the  labour  organizations  of 
Australia  as  that  of  a  man  who  had  done 
good  service  in  the  cause  for  which  they 
worked.  Now  I  am  told  by  the  same 
persons  that  I  am  opposed  to  Uiem. 

Mr.  Caspenter. — Not  by  the  same  per* 
sons. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  voted  against 

extreme  provisions  in  the  Federal  Condlx- 
ation  and  Arbitration  Bill  because  I  had 
always  been  opposed  to  them. 

Mr.  FowLEB. — I  do  not  think  that  any 
member  of  the  Labour  Party  has  said  that 
the  honorable  member  is  opposed  to  the 
whole  BilL 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  honorable 
member  for  Hume  has  publicly  said  that  I 
am,  and  I  think  the  honorable  member  for 
Bland  said  I  intended  to  destroy  the  Bill 
altt^ether. 

Mr.  Fowler. — ^The  honorable  member 
for  Hume  is  not  a  member  of  the  Labour 

Partv. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— In  the  course 
of  my  previous  remarks,  I  made  an  unfor- 
tunate observation  concerning  those  whom  I 
called  the  seceding  protectionists,  who  had 


deserted  their  leader  and  their  party.  I  said, 
amongst  other  things,  that  they  had  done  it 
because  th^  hoped  to  make  a  profit  out 
of  it.   I  desire  to  say,  before  I  go  fuctba. 

that  that  was  a  very  improper  observation 
on  my  part,  which  I  very  much  regret,  and 
I  unreservedly  withdraw  it  I  am  informed 
that,  when  I  was  not  in  the  House,  the  hon- 
orable member  fOT  Kalgoorlie  referred  ;o 
my  having  attended  women's  meetings  in 
Victoria,  but  said  that  I  had  never  dime 
anything  for  wom^  I  desire  to  pant 
out  that  I  gave  the  franchise  to  women  ia 
Western  Australia,  and  that  the  franchise 
could  not  have  been  extended  to  them  at 
that  time  without  my  assistaiK%.  Western 
Australia  was  the  sec»nd  State  in  Australia 
to  extend  the  franchise  to  wcxnen.  So  that 
the  honorable  member  was  not  correct  if  he 
said — as  reported  to  me — that  I  had  rvot 
done  anything  for  the  women  of  Australia. 

Mr.  Carpenter. — The  honorable  member 
referred  to  the  Prime  Minister,  and  not  to 
the  right  honorable  member. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  understood 
that  he  referred  to  me,  but  if  it  is  so 
my  remarks  are  not  necessary. 

Mr.  McLeak. — He  referred  to  me,  and  I 
to  the  right  bononJ>le  member  also. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— He  certainlv  ' 
was  in  error  in  referring  to  me,  because  I 
stand  second  amongst  the  Premiers  of  the 
Auslralian  States  in  this  respect.  The  Sute  ' 
of  South  Australia,  either  during  the  Pre- 
miership of  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Adelaide,  or  during  your  Premiership,  Mr.  ' 
Speaker,  was  the  firsf  to  extend  the  fran- 
chise to  wonen.  Western  Australia,  under  ^ 
my  Premiership,  was  the  second  State  to  do 
so.     I  now  wish  to  refer  to  a  matter  cf 
very  great  importance  to  .Australia  and  i? 
all  honorable  members.      It  is  the  White 
Australia  policy.     W^hat  I  hax-e  to  say  wii' 
be  in  opposition  to  section  16  of  the  Post 
and  Telegraph  Act.    I  am  opposed,  and 
personally  always  have  been  opposed,  to 
the  terms  of  that  sectioi,  whic^  provides 
that  no  contract  or  arrangement  shall  be 
made  for  the  carriage  of  our  mails  in  ^'ps  i 
unless  such  ships  are  manned   by  vhlt^ 
crews.      I   am  very   glad   to   have  an 
opportunity  to  express  my  opinions  on  ' 
this  subject.     Every  one  must  see  thst 
to  mix   up    the    question    of    coloured  \ 
labour  on  mail  ships  with  the  question  cf  a 
White  Australia  is  a  mistake.      But  lest 
any  one  should  think  that  I  am  (^iposed  to  I 
the  White  Australia  policy.  I  wiA  to  point 
out  that  I  was  the  first  Premier  in  .ius-  I 
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tralia  to  introduce  and  pass  thiough  Parlia- 
ment a  measure  founded  on  the  Natal  Act, 
which  is  practically  the  same  legislation  as 
we  have  in  existence  in  the  Commonwealth 
at  the  present  time.  I  was  in  England  at 
the  Diam(»id  Jubilee  of  her  late  Majesty 
in  1897,  when  the  other ,  Australian  Pre- 
miers were  there.  We  all  agreed  to  do 
our  best  to  pass  through  our  respective  Le- 
gislatures Bills  based  up<m  the  Natal  Act, 
rather  than  a  Measure  embodying  pro- 
hibition. Hraiorable  members  Icnow  that 
a  measure  involving  prohibition  was 
passed  by  the  Parliament  of  New  South 
Wales,  but  the  Royal  Assent  was  withheld. 
I  carried  out  the  promise  which  I  made  in 
England.  I  believe  that  my  right  honor- 
able friend  the  Prime  Minister  also  carried 
out  his  promise,  and  that  a  similar  measure 
was  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  New 
South  Wales-  In  Victoria  a  similar  Bill 
was  introduced  by  my  right  honorable  friend 
the  Treasurer,  but  he  was  not  able  to  pass 
it.  In  South  Australia  it  was  introduced, 
I  think,  but  afterwards  withdrawa 

Mr.  Carpenter. — In  South  Australia  we 
refused  to  accept  the  Natal  principle. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  point 
which  I  wish  to  make  is  that  I  was  the  first 
Australian  Premier  to  carry  sudi  a  measure 
through  the  Legislature.  If  haiorable 
members  like  to  read  my  speeches  in  the 
Western  Australian  Parliament — I  have 
quoted  from  them  before  in  this  House — 
they  will  see  that  there  was  no  lack  of  sym- 
pathy on  my  part  CMicerning  the  White 
Australia  policy.  But  while  I  am  in  accord 
with  the  idea  that  we  must  do  our  utmost 
to  keep  Australia  for  the  white  race,  I 
am  alt^ether  opposed  to  section  16  of  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Act,  and  for  many 
reasons.  I  may  also  point  out  that 
when  I  passed  the  Act  to  whicli  I  re- 
fer, and  also  when  I  passed  the  Concilia- 
tion and  Arbitration  Act,  there  was  no  pay- 
ment of  members  and  no  Labour  Party  in 
Western  Australia.  Therefore,  although 
there  was  plenty  of  pressure,  and  the 
conditions  were  difficult — as  I  suppose 
the\  are  in  all  Parliaments — at  the  same 
time  we  had  not  a  oxxrrete  body  of  mem- 
bers banded  together  to  support  their  own 
platform  such  as  we  have  in  the  Parlia- 
ments of  Australia  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Thomas. — The  Opposition  would 
have  turned  out  the  right  honorable  member 
if  he  had  not  passed  those  Bills. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— They  could 
not  have  turned  me  out.  The  Opposition 
iTcre  very  weak.  The  only  way  in  which  I 


could  have  been  turned  out  was  by  the  seces- 
sion of  SOTQe  of  my  own  supporters ;  and  any 
honorable  member  who  has  bad  experience 
of  party  govenunent  is  aware  that  very  often 
a  Minister  experiences  mwe  difficulty  from 
within,  than  frcMn  without  The  point  is 
that  there  was  no  Labour  Party  in  Western 
Australia  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Because  the  right  honorable 
member  would  not  give  the  people  the  fran- 
chise. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  have  already 
said  that  I  not  only  extended  the  suffrage 
to  men,  but  I  also  gave  it  to  women. 

Mr.  Mahon. — It  was  said  that  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  extended  the  francMse 
to  women,  in  order  to  dish  the  gold-fields. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— When  one  gives 
anything,  it  is  rather  ungenerous,  if  it  is 
not  worse  than  ungenerous,  to  turn  round 
and  say  that  one  gave  it  for  a  wrcxig  pur- 
pose, or  had  an  ulterior  motive. 

Mr.  Mahon. — I  am  only  imitating  the 
right  hcxiorable  member  if  I  am  ungene- 
rous. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST— I  do  not  de- 
sire to  be  ungenerous.  Nevertheless,  the 
fact  remains  that  there  was  no  Labour  Part> 
and  no  payment  of  members  at  that  time  in 
Western  Australia.  Of  course,  the  absence 
of  payment  of  members  restricted  the  repre- 
sentation to  some  extent.  There  is  no  doubt, 
as  every  <xie  will  admit,  that  where  there  is 
no  payment  of  members,  many  persons,  who 
would  otherwise  be  able  to  enter  Parliament, 
cannot  do  so.  My  honorable  friend,  the 
member  for  Coolgardie,  seems  to  be  alert 
just  now.  Perhaps,  I  have  made  some  point 
at  his  expense.  But  he  must  expect 
that.  When  members  sit  on  different  sides 
of  the  House,  they  are  apt  to  be  not  so  gen- 
erous to  one  another  as,  perhaps,  they  would 
be  if  they  were  sitting  on  the  same  side. 
Hard  hitting  is  not  unfriendliness.  In 
passing,  as  the  honorable  member  has  re- 
ferred to  matters  of  days  now  long  ago,  I 
may  say  that  I  am  quite  willing  to  be  cri- 
ticised in  regard  to  every  action  in  my  poli- 
tical career.  The  honorable  memhor  re- 
ferred to  that  imfortimate  incident  when  he 
said  ^0,000  pec^le  on  the  gold  fields — there 
were  not  nearly  so  many  —  hooted  and 
inobbed  me  at  Kalgoorlie  in  1898.  Why 
di(l  the  honorable  member  refer  to  that  ? 

Mr.  Mahon. — I  always  condemned  thdr 
conduct. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— But  the  honor- 
able member  said  s(Hnething  about  it  to- 
night. I  say  that  that  incident  is  not  to 
my  discredit,  because  I  was  trying  to  benefit 
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those  poor  pa^le.  And  I  did  it,  toa  I 
did  help  them.  I  was  told  by  my  <^p(xients 
that  I  helped  them  became  I  was  afraid, 
inasmuch  as  they  had  mobbed  me,  and 
treated  me  badly.  I  was  then  three  hundred 
miles  away — in  Perth — and  why  should  I 
have  been  afraid  ?  I  could  have  stopped 
that  disturbance  or  riot  if  I  had  been  a 
little  more  ccxtciliatory  than  I  was.  All 
that  they  wanted  me  to  do  was  to  address 
them.  But  I  would  not  do  it,  because  I  was 
not  going  to  be  coerced.  I  told  them 
that  I  would  give  them  their  answer  in  a 
cotain  time,  but  that  I  was  not  going  to 
make  a  speech  then.  I  knew  that  I  could 
not  give  a  satisfactory  answer  at  that 
moment,  and  so  I  refused  to  a'ddress  them. 
That  is  why  I  received  such  treatment 
There  was  no  ill  will  towards  me.  Their 
conduct  was  simply  prompted  by  the 
fact  that  I  refused  to  be  coerced.  I  was  of- 
fended and  hurt  at  their  actitxi ;  that  is 
why  I  did  not  do  what  perhaps  on 
another  occasion  I  should  have  don& 
I  do  not  know  why  the  honorable  member 
should  have  referred  to  that  incident.  He 
has  never  been  hooted  by  10,000 
pec^le.  And  why  ?  Because  he  has  never 
had  to  exercise  great  power  and  authority. 
It  is  by  the  exercise  of  power — it  is  by 
going  out  of  the  ordinary  channels,  by  in- 
sisting upon  doing  things  which  one  'h'.nks 
will  result  in  good,  that  one  makes  enemies. 
I  never  blamed  those  poor  hard-working 
fellows  at  Kalgoorlie,  nor  did  I  in  any 
way  resent  what  they  did. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Hear  hear;  that  is  quite 
true. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— They  did  not 
know  they  were  hurting  the  feelings  of  one 
who  had  always  tried  to  befriend  them.  I 
was  wwking  hard  at  that  very  time  to  bring 
them  happiness  and  comfort ;  and  I  would 
trust  my  life  to-day  to  the  same  men  who 
mobbed  and  hooted  me  then. 
^  Mr.  Frazer. — They  did  not  hoot  the 
right  honorable  member  when  he  went  up 
again  to  open  the  water  scheme. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— In  regard  to 
this  White  Ocean  policy,  I  wish  to  consider 
the  matter  calmly  and  clearly.  I  think  that 
we  have  made  a  great  mistake.  I  was  not 
here  when  the  subject  first  came  before 
the  House.  I  was  in  Western  Australia. 
But  I  believe  if  the  rectffds  of 
the  House  are  searched,  it  will  be  found 
that,  although  I  was  always  opposed  to 
the  clause.  I  did  not  vote  or  speak 
against  it.  Still  I  think  we  made  a  great 
mistake.    In  endeavouring  to  pnHect  this 


country  from  an  invasim  of  alien  ccdouied 
pec^Ie,  we  went  further  than  there  was  any 
necessity  to  go ;  and,  in  fact,  we  acted  very 
foolishly.  What  is  the  history  of  the 
matter?  In  the  Senate  the  Government 
introduced  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Bill, 
and  it  was  sought  by  the  Labour  Party 
in  that  House  to  insert  a  clause  providing 
that  no  mail  contract  should  be  let  to  a 
shipping  company  which  employed  coloured 
crews.  The  then  Vice-President  of  the 
Executive  Council,  Mr.  R.  E.  CCrauKX, 
resisted  that  clause  with  all  his  mi^t, 
on  behalf  of  the  Government,  and  was 
able  to  prevrat  its  Adoption.  When 
the  Bill  came  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, however,  the  clause,  the  cwisideration 
of  which  was  postponed  again  and  aeain. 
was  eventually  adopted  under  great  pressure 
from  the  Labour  Party.  Mr.  O'Connor  w.is 
abandoned  by  the  Goveniment,  or,  it  may 
be,  he  acquiesced  in  what  was  done.  At 
any  rate,  when  the  Bill  was  returned  to  the 
Senate,  Mr.  O'Connor  had  to  argue  in  favour 
of  the  clause,  which  then  became  a  part  of 
the  measure. 

Mr.  Thobus. — How  did  the  presoit 
Prime  Minister  vote  on  the  clause? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  know, 
but  I  should  say  the  right  hmcffable  gentle- 
man voted  against  the  clause. 
Mr.  Thouas. — I  doubt  it 
Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  myself  was 
always  opposed  to  the  provision,  but  I 
was  not  well  at  the  time,  and  had  great 
dcnnestic  trouble,  and  the  extent  of  my  action 
was  to  express  to  my  colleagues  my  dis- 
approval  of   its   inclusion.     There  are 
members  of  the  Labour  Party,  and  al» 
of  the  Free-trade  and  the  Protectionist 
Parties,  who  have  expressed  to  me  the  viev 
that    in  this    matter    we    went  further 
than    there    was    any    occasion    to  go ; 
and    subsequent   events   have  proved  the 
correctness   of   that   opinion.       It  may 
be  said  that  if  honcvable  members,  includ- 
ing protectionists,  free-traders,  and  labour 
representatives,  overstepped  the  mark;  we 
can  easily  retrace  our  steps;  but,  though  I 
sympathize  with  any  desire  there  ouy  be 
in  that  directicni,  it  is  ix)t  so  very  easy  to 
adopt  such  a  course,  and  especialljr  is  this 
so  in  the  case  of  members  of  the  Labocr 
Party.   Those  who  express  disappraval  d 
this  section  of  the  Post  and  Telegr^ 
Act  are  exposed  to  much  misrepresentation. 
They  are  told  that  thev  are  not  in  s>-mpathv 
with  a  "  White  Australia  "  policy,  and  that 
they  are  undoing  legislation  of  a  far-reach- 
ing character,  and  so  forth^and  I  have  not 
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the  slightest  doubt  that  I  shall  be  so  mis- 
represented. I  have  previously  tried  to 
convince  honorable  members  that  that  is 
not  my  attitude,  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
I  was  responsible  for  the  adoption  of  the 
Natal  Act  by  the  Western  Australian  Par- 
liament, and  by  the  further  fact  that  Icxig 
previously  the  Government  of  the  State,  of 
which  I  was  Premier,  passed  Chinese  ex- 
clusion legislation  nearly  as  stringent  as 
that  passed  by  the  Commonwealth  Farlia- 
mait.  In  my  opinion  this  section  in  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Act  will  cause  us  to  be 
regarded  as  Quixotic,  unpractical,  and  un- 
business-like.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this 
legislaticm  will  cost  the  Commonwealth  a  lot 
of  mcney.  I  know  that  honorable  members 
opponte  say  that  the  Orient  Company 
have  stated  that  this  provinon  is 
not  the  main  reason  for  the  increase  in  the 
amount  of  their  tender.  A  couple  of 
years  ago,  both  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
and  Orient  Companies — I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther this  has  been  made  public,  but  it 
happened  so  long  ago  that  I  think  I  may 
state  the  fact  to  honorable  m^bers — 
through  the  Secretary  of  State  fcv  the 
Cokmies,  expressed  their  willingness  to  ex- 
tmd  the  present  contract  for  two  years,  on 
the  same  terms.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
Goverrunent,  though  not  in  my  opinion,  it 
was  thought  better  to  have  a  new  contract 
under  different  otmditions. 

Mr.  Cakpenter. — ^That  does  not  touch 
the  questi(m  the  right  hcxiorable  member  is 

discussing. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— But  the  fact 
that  the  companies  were  willing  to  extend 
the  contract  on  the  same  terms  a  couple  of 
years  ago,  indicates  that  to  a  large  extent 
the  increased  prices  may  be  attributed  to 
the  new  conditions,  among  which  are  the 
restrictions  under  section  z6  of  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Act. 

Mr.  Cahpenteb. — ^The  company  say  not. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— That  is  so  in 
regard  to  the  Orient  Company ;  but  the  Pen- 
insular and  Oriental  Company  has  refused 
to  tender  at  all.  As  I  have  said,  this  section 
will  cost  us  a  great  deal  of  money,  and  that 
is  a  ccHisideration  we  should  not  altogether 
disregard.  In  my  opinion,  the  provisicxi 
will  retard  our  progress,  seeing  that  it  will 
interfere  to  some  extent  with  our  means  of 
communication,  and,  altogether,  the  mea- 
sure, so  far  from  being  practical,  seems  to 
be  very  foolish.  If  we  have  passed  legisla- 
tion which  is  found  to  be  adverse  to  our  in- 


terests, financially  and  generally,  the  only 
course    fot   us   is    to    repeal    it.  The 
words  used  in  the  Act  are  "no  contract 
or  arrangnnent  shall  be  made."  I  appeal  to 
honOTable  members  who  are  accustomed  to 
read  plain  English,  to  say  what  the  meaning 
of  those  words  is.    The  lawyers  have  bem 
at  work  in  order  to  find  some  way  out  of  the 
difficulty,  and  their  conclusion  is  that  if  we 
send  our  mails,  and  pay  by  poundage,  we  do 
not  enter  into  an  "arrangement  " — that  it  is 
no*  an  arrangement  to  send  bv  the  pound 
and  pay  by  the  pound.    If  that  be  so,  it 
is  very  fortunate,  because  otherwise  the  sec- 
ixoa  would  prove  much  more  injurious.  To 
my  mind.  However,  a  "  contract  or  arrange- 
ment "  means  any  contract  or  arrangement 
under  which  we  pay  for  the  carrying  of  our 
mails ;  and  that  I  belie\-e  would  be  the  de- 
finition arrived  at  by  any  ordinary  man. 
Such  a  construction,  however,  would  never 
suit  us,  because  it  would  debar  our  sending 
mails   by   the   Peninsular   and  Oriental 
steamers,  and  by  the  steamers  running  to 
Japan,  China,  Singapore,  and  elsewhere. 
There  would  be  no  communication  by  post 
with  those  places,  and  we  should  be  in  a  very 
difficult  position.    Howevw,  as  I  say,  the 
legal  mind  has  come  to  our  reiscue,  uid  we 
are  told  that  "arrangement"  does  not  in- 
clude paying  for  the  carriage  of  our  mails 
by  the  pound.  The  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Cfflnpany,    under   arrangement    with  the 
British  Government,  will  bring  the  English 
letters  out   in   ships,   probably   to  some 
extent  manned   by  coloured   crews,  and 
will  carry  our  letters  back  to  Europe,  the 
latter,  however,  under  the  poundage  system. 
Under  such  a  method  there  would  be  no 
arrangement  as  to  time-table,  as  to  where 
the  vessel  should  call,  or  how  quickly  they 
should  travel,  or  wherd  they  would  land 
th<-i  mails.    We  should  simply   put  our 
mails  on  board,  and  allow  the  companies 
to  carry  them  over  the  ocean  when  and 
how  thev  liked.   Money  would  be  paid  out  of 
the  Treasury  for  the  carriage  of  the  mails  in 
ships  manned  by  coloured  crews.    If  we  are 
to  send  letters,  let  us  send  them  in  the  most 
expeditious  way.   To  take  the  step  to  which 
it  appears  we  may  be  forced,  appears  to  be 
hypocritical,  and  not  honest.    If  we  were 
to  say  that  we  would  not  use  any  steamers 
with  coloured  crews  for  the  carriage  of 
mails,  ^ther  under  contract  or  by  poundage, 
we  might  be  acting  foolishly,  or  Quixoti- 
cally ]  but  we  should,  at  any  rate,  be  acting 
like  honest  people,  who  were  determined  to 
adhere  to  thdr  principles.    The  other  plan 
means  to  doiy  an  arrangement  when,  in  my 
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opinion,  we  have  made  an  arrangement.  I 
wonder  we  use  the  tea  the  coloured  man 
grows  ;  there  is  no  doubt  we  pay  the  coloured 
man,  though  we  may  not  ck)  so  in  the  first 
instance,  for  all  the  services  he  renders. 
I  wonder  that  farmers  use  the  sacks,  or 
squatters  use  the  wool   bales,  which  the 
people  of  India  make,  and  for  which  we 
have  to  pay  with  the  produce  of  the  country. 
In  desiring  that  the  British,  or,  at  any  rate, 
the  white  race  shall,  as  far  as  is  possible,  in- 
habit Australia,  we  are  on  safe  ground.  But 
when  we  say  that  we  will  not  use  the 
coloured  man  to  make  particular  articles, 
or  to  assist  in  conveying  our  mails  un- 
der an   arrangement,   we  are  on  unsafe 
ground,  and  become  hypocrites.    I  do  not 
know  why  we  should  tilt  at  windmills  in  this 
way,  and  act  differently  frcwn  any  other  com- 
munitv  in  the  world.     No  other  country 
can  afford  to  say  that  its  mails  shall 
not  be  carried  out  under  a  "omtract  or 
arrangement,"  except  by  a  certain  class 
of    people.     We    must    remember  that 
there  is  not  much  difference  between  the  Go- 
vernment paying  for  the  service  and  a  pri- 
vate person  paying  for  it.  The  Government, 
in  the  first  place,  get  the  mwiey  from  the 
people,  and  then  pay  it,  while  in  the  other 
case,  the  people  pay  for  themselves.  Why 
should  we  not  also  say  that  no  ship  carrying 
a,  coloured  crew  shall  amvey  our  produce 
and  general  merchandize  ?    Why  should  we 
not  prc^ibit  every  (xie  fr<»n  cnaking  a  con- 
tract under  whidi  cargo  may  be  carried  in 
^ips  manned  by  coloured  oews  ?  Whether 
the  Government  or  private  persons  pay,  the 
money  has  to  ocHzie  out  of  the  s(ul — Austra- 
lia has  to  pay.    What  we  desire  is  to  have 
our  mails  carried  expeditiously  and  safely. 
If  we  were  to  say  that  we  would  clear 
the  ocean,  and  the  world,  of  all  coloured 
people,  that  would  be  consistent,  though 
impracticable.     We    remember,  however, 
that   we    are    not    so    large    in  number 
as   are  the   coloured   races,   and  there- 
fore   such   an   idea   is   not  entertained. 
We  subsidize  the  Pacific  Cable,  but  I  feel 
bure  that  the  board  h?-  a  good  many 
cobured  people  in  its  employment  at  Fan- 
ning Island  and  other  places  in  the  tropics. 
Similarly  we  Subsidize  mail  services  for 
the  encouragement  of  trade  with  places  like 
the  New  Hebrides  and  New  Guinea,  which 
are  inhabited  by  people  of  coloured  races. 
Why  is  this  doiie?   Because  we  have  to  do 
it.  '  It  is  a  matter,  not  of  inclination,  but 
of  necessity.     I  think  that  we  have  acted 
very  foolishlv,  therefore,  in  saying  that  we 
will  not  make  a  "contract  or  arrangement  ' 
with  the  English  mail  lines  which  employ 
^iV  Tohn  Forrest. 


coloured  crews  on  their  steamers.  But 
although  we  say  that  we  will  not  enter  into 
contracts  or  arrangements  with  sticfa  am- 
panics,  we  have  had  to  twist  the  Act  in 
order  to  allow  the  service  of  carrying  our 
mails  to  be  performed,  and  we  have  tud  to 
decide  that  to  pay  poundage  is  not  an 
evasion  of  the  law.  If  we  have  no  con- 
tract with  the  canpanies,  and  simply  pay 
so  much  per  lb.  for  the  carriage  of  our 
mails  backwards  and  forwards,  their 
vessels  will  not  be  axnpelled  to  call 
at  Fremantle  or  at  Adelaide;  and  will 
probably  come  on  direct  to  Melbourne  and 
Sydney.  That  would  be  a  great  injury  to 
WestO'n  Australia  and  to  South  Australia. 

Mr.  Carpenter.  —  The  present  English 
mail  QODtxact  binds  the  vessels  of  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  to  call 
at  Fremantle. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— So  much  the 
better  for  us.  But  are  they  bound  to  call 
at  Fremantle  on  their  way  home?  My 
point  is  that  we  shall  be  better  off  if  ve 
have  definite  cc»itrac£s  with  the  mail  oooi- 
panics,  stipulating  where  and  when  their 
steamers  shall  call,  than  if  we  have  no 
contract  and  pay  a  poundage,  which,  in  mv 
opinion,  is  an  unbusinesslilcs  and  foolish 
arrangement. 

Mr.  Caspuvtes. — ^By  paying  a  poundage 
we  get  the  same  service  as  before,  bat  at 

^  lower  TcltC 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— We  cannot  ob- 
tain a  regular  service  unless  we  have  cm- 
tracts  with  the  companies  concerned.  With- 
out contracts,  their  boats  will  not  be  bound 
to  call  regularly,  according  to  a  time-table, 
and  might  even  be  taken  off  for  a  wedc  or 
twa  Of  course,  if  we  can  get  as  good  a 
service  for  less  money — by  paying  pound- 
age than  by  paying  a  solmdy,  the  fdtmer 
arranfBment  is  the  better  one ;  but  I  do  not 
think  we  can.  I  do  not  thitik  that  tite  com- 
panies will  give  us  as  good  a  service  widi- 
out  a  contract.  If  I  were  a  direc- 
tor of  one  of  these  companies,  I 
would  take  good  care  that  I  did  not  give  as 
much  for  lower  rates  as  I  gave  when  I  was 
being  paid  a  reasonable  sum.  It  is  essai- 
tial  to  this  country  that  we  should  have 
quidc  and  regular  ocean  transit  for  our 
people,  our  produce,  and  our  mails,  ai>d 
anything  which  interferes  widi  that  is  pre- 
judicial to  our  interesta  The  whcrie  thiii|r 
requires  exposure,  becanae  at  present 
public  are  being  deluded  into  the  belief 
that  what  is  being  done  is  necessar}-  b> 
prevent  Australia  from  being  ovemn 
coloured  people. 
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Mr.  Wilkinson. — Is  there  not  a  patri- 
otic as  well  as  a  commercial  a^ect  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— We  are  not  the 
centre  of  the  Empire.  We  are  a  handful 
of  people  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Empire, 
requiring^  above  all  things,  speedy  and  regu- 
lar transit.  Surely  the  forty  or  fifty  mil- 
lions of  people  in  the  old  country  can  safely 
be  trusted  to  lode  after  the  main  intoests 
of  the  Empire.  At  the  present  time  we  are 
doing  ourselves  injury,  and  gaining  no  00m- 
pensating  advantage.  We  are  made  to 
appear  as  out  of  sympathy  with  th^ 
mother  country  in  her  difficulties  in  dealing 
with  the  various  problems  of  the  Empire. 
I  am  sure  that  we  are  all  glad  to  help 
her ;  but  at  the  present  time  we  are  made 
to  look  as  though  we  are  unmindful  of  her 
obligations  and  her  difficulties.  If  what 
we  are  doing  resulted  in  great  material  ad- 
vantage, we  might  say  to  the  mother  coun- 
try, "  We  cannot  afford  to  do  otherwise  " ; 
but  at  the  present  time  we  are  gaining 
nothing,  and  are  exhibiting  ourselves  be- 
fore the  people  of  the  Empire  as  arrc^ant, 
unbusiness-like  faddists. 

Mt.  Fisher. — Is  it  not  a  good  thing  to 
train  up  British  seamen? 

"sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Yes;  but 
that  is  a  matter  which  can  be  well  left  to 

the  mother  country,  and  in  which,  at  any 
rate,  she  might  lead  the  way. 

Mr.  Fisher. — As  we  pay  for  the  carri- 
age of  our  mails,  we  are  surely  at  liberty 
to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to 
enforce  a  principle. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— But  although 
we  do  not  enter  into  contracts  with  the 
mail  companies  which  employ  coloured 
labour,  we  support  them  by  paying  pound- 
age for  the  carriage  of  our  letters,  and  by 
employing  them  for  the  transport  of  our 
wool,  wheat,  and  other  produce.  I  should 
like  to  see  the  matter  reconsidered.  It 
seems  popular  now-a-days  to  suggest  the 
submission  of  questions  like  these  to  Royal 
Commissions,  and  it  would  certainly  be  a 
reasonable  thing  to  have  this  question  so 
investigated.  The  present  law  has  done 
us  a  lot  of  harm.  It  has  cost  us  a  great 
deal  of  money,  without  doing  us  any 
good,  materially  or  otherwise.  It  is  use- 
less to  think  that  we  can  prevent  the  em- 
ployment of  coloured  persons  upon  the 
ocean.  Would  any  one  suggest  that  we 
should  not  export  our  wool,  our  meat,  our 
wheat,  or  our  apples  to  the  mother  coun- 
try in  vessels  employing  coloured  crews? 

Mr.  Fisher. — No  one  has  proposed  it 


Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Then,  is  it  not 

foolish  to  make  an  exception  in  connexion 
with  the  carriage  of  our  mails?  Most  of 
us  are  so  afraid  of  being  misrepresented  in 
the  matter,  that  we  dare  not  express  our 
real  opinions;  but  I,  for  my  part,  am  will- 
ing to  run  the  risk.  I  commenced  by  say- 
ing that  I  am  for  a  **  White  Australia,"  and 
no  om  can  urge  that  my  remarks  to-night 
have  been  directed  against  the  policy  of 
preserving  Australia  for  a  white  race,  so 
far  as  we  reasonably  and  properly  can.  It 
is  legislation  like  this  which  makes  people 
afraid  of  the  Labour  Vitty.  I  wish  now 
to  refer  to  another  matter.  It  has  been 
said  that  we,  on  this  side  of  the  Cham- 
ber, have  adopted  a  certain  attitude  in 
regard  to  honorable  members  opposite, 
because  they  are  members  of  the  Labour 
Party,  as  though  the  Labour  Party  was 
something  with  a  bad  brand  on  it.  At  one 
time  the  members  of  the  Labour  Party  were 
persons  engaged  in  manual  toil;  but  its 
membership  has  gradually  grown  until  now 
any  one  can  beaxne  a  member  of  it.  No 
doubt  I  could  join  it  to-morrow  if  I  were 
willing  to  sign  the  pledge.  No  other  party 
offersi  such  prospects  of  quick  politi- 
cal advancement.  On  this  side  of 
the  House  a  member  must  be  in  poli- 
tics a  long  time,  and  make  himself  either 
very  agreeable  or  very  disagreeable,  before 
he  can  obtain  a  portfolio.  Then  his  posi- 
tion will  probably  be  at  the  tail-end  of  a 
Ministry  and  he  will  have  to  work  up  fron 
one  office  to  another  until  perhaps  at  last 
he  may  become  Prime  Minister.  Seven 
members  of  the  Labour  Party,  the  other 
day,  however,  reached  the  Treasury  bench 
with  a  hop,  skip,  and  a  jump,  none  of 
whom  had  practically  held  Ministerial 
office  before.  Therefore,  the  temptati<»» 
from  a  mere  selfish  point  of  view  would 
seem  to  be  to  join  the  Labour  Party  rather 
than  to  oppose  them.  I  am  supporting  the 
present  Go\emment,  because  I  believe  that 
they  are  capable  of  d(ung  useful  and  neces- 
sary ytack. 

Mr.  Webster. — The  late  Government 
were  also  capable  of  doing  good  work,  but 
the  right  honorable  meml»r  would  not  let 
them  do  it 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  pro- 
gramme and  methods  of  this  Government 
are  more  in  accord  with  my  view  than  were 
the  programme  and  methods  of  the  late 
Government  Some  honorable  members  op- 
posite, having  tasted  the  sweets  of  office, 
disliked  relinquishing  them.  By  the  pbraae 
"sweets  of  office"  let  me  explain  that  I 
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•do  not  mean  the  emoluments  of  office;  but 
rather  the  power,  authority,  and  honour 
which  attach  to  the  management  of  public 
affairs.  Some  persons  seem  to  think  that 
there  is  only  one  sweet — the  pay.  That  is 
not  50.  As  one  who  has  enjoyed  a  long 
term  of  office,  I  say  that  it  is  the  desire  to 
exercise  control,  to  satisfy  one's  ambitions, 
and  to  do  good  for  the  community  that  is 
the  chief  incentive  to  office  with  ^ood  poli- 
ticians. 

Mr.  Fishes. — I  am  sure  that  the  right 
honorable  member  never  profited  by  being 
in  office. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  sometimes 
lost  money  by  being  in  office.  But  I  have 
ceitainly  no  ground  for  complaint,  and  I 
tried  to  do  my  best  while  there. 

Mr.  Webster. — Why  did  the  right  hon- 
orable member's  i)arty  charge  the  late  Go- 
vernment with  wishing  for  another  day's 
pav? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  did  not  make 

any  such  statement,  and  I  regret  it  if  it  was 
made.     The  honorable  member,  when  try- 
ing to  prevent  the  defeat  of  the  Watson 
Government,  urged  that  thev  had  done  good 
work,  and  that  there  was  no  fault  to  be 
found  with  their  Administration.    Do  not 
these  arguments  apply  now  ? 
Mr.  Webster. — I  asked  for  fair  play. 
Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I,  too,  ask  for 
fair  play  on  behalf  of  the  Reid-McLean 
Administration.    It  is  composed  of  experi- 
enced men,  who  are  capable  of  doing  good 
work.    It  is  impossible  for  any  Ministry 
to  do  very  much  in  a  short  space  of  time. 
When  Ministers  take  o&ce,  their  first  duty 
is  to  obtain  a  grasp  of  the  questions  which 
are  awaiting  their  attention.    The  indivi- 
dual who,  upon  taking  charge  of  a  Depart- 
ment, immediately  rushes  matters,  after  the 
fashion  of  a  bull  at  a  gate,  will  not  be  likely 
to  be  successful.  I  do  not  blame  the  late 
Government  for  not   having  accomplished 
mufh,  because  they  had  not  the  opportunity 
to  do  so.    They  had  to  attend  to  their  par- 
liamentary duties,  and  consequent! v  had 
very  little  chance  to  do  anything  of  great 
imi)ortance.    The  same  remark  is  applic- 
able to  the  present  Administration.  Let  us 
give  them  a  trial,  and  let  us  put  an  end  to 
tiiis  constant  scrambling  after  office. 

Mr.  Watkins. — ^Why  did  not  the  right 
honorable  member  entertain  that   view   a  , 
month  ago? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.—We  gave  the 
late  Government  a  trial  extending  over  four 
months.    Personally,  I  was  very  glad  to  see  ■ 


:   a  coaIiti<m  effected  between  the  piotectioniit 
and  free-trade  members  of  this  House. 
Mr.  Webster. — Does  the  right  honorable 
:   member  support  the  view  which  is  enter- 
:   tained  by  the  Prime  Minister  concerning  the 
administration  of  the  Immigrati(xi  Restric- 
tion Act? 

Sir   JOHN    FORREST.— I  ha\-e  not 
heard  anything  about  that  matter. 

Mr.  Webster. — ^What  about  th6  «x  pot- 
ters? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Personally,  I 

.would  prevent  persons  being  brought  to  this 
country  under  contract  for  the  purpose  of 
interfering  with  the  labour  market,  but  I 
would  not  prohibit  men  from  ccHning  here 
under  contract  for  a  special  purpose.  A 
good    man    will    not    leave    a  positicn 
in   the  old  country  unless  he  can  come 
to  a  certainty.     How  are  we  to  eicd 
in   this   country   unless  we  obtain  the 
services  of  experts?     We  must  seoire  the 
best  talent  available.     So  long  as  the  Act 
is  not  abused  by  bringing  in  persons  to 
prevent  strikes,  I  think  that  there  is  little 
cause  for  complaint.      In  my  view,  the 
existing   law   is   too  drastic.     It  might 
with    advantage    be    amended    in  sudi 
a  way  as  to  effect  all  that  the  Labour 
Party  desire,  and  yet  not  interfere  with 
the  importaticMi  of  a  few  men  for  special 
purposes.      I  believe  that  the  clause  in 
the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  upoo 
which  the  Deakui  Goverrmient  were  de- 
feated, will  receive  a  very  short  shrift  in- 
deed when  it  comes  befne  the  High  Court 
All  the  trouble  by  whidi  the  secessioDists 
have  disorganized  the  Pnrtectionist  Partv 
might  have  been  averted  had  they  listened 
to  the  voice  of  reason.    But  some  of  those 
who  voted  against  the  Deakin  Administra- 
tion attached  much  more  importance  to  the 
insertion  of  that  clause  in  the  measure  to 
which  I  have  referred   than  they  did  to 
protection.      That  is  the  position  of  the 
honorable   member  for  Melbourne  Ports 
and  the  honoiable  and  learned  member  for 
Corio.     They  were  content  to  rote  for  a 
provisifHi  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  best 
legal  authorities,  was  unconstitutional,  and 
by  their   votes  destroy  the  Protectionist 
Party,  which  they  were  elected  to  support 
They  were  willing  to  sacrifice  protecticm 
and  the  Deakin  Government,  which  they 
loved  so  well,  in  order  to  vote  for  the  in- 
clusion of  State  servants  in  the  Arbitration 
Bill.     They   seem   to  forget   that  they 
were  responsible  for  deposing  the  protec- 
tionist Ministry    fiam   power.      In  his 
speech   last  night,   the   honorable  and 
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learned  member  for  Northern  Melbourne 
entirely  overlooked  the  fact  that  he  as- 
sisted to  defeat  the  protectionist  Govern- 
rasni,  and  subsequently  took  o&ce  with 
those  he  had  assisted  to  depose  his  leader. 
He  has  affirmed  that  he  obtained  the  per- 
mission of  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  to  join  the  labour  Go- 
vernm»iL  Where  is  the  correspcmdence 
relating  to  the  matter?  I  think  he  should 
produce  it.  I  have  the  authority  of  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bal- 
larat for  saying  that,  so  far  as  he  is  con- 
cerned, he  has  no  objection.  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Northern  Melbourne  did  not 
receive  any  such  permission  from  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Ballarat. 
The  honorable  member  for  Melbourne 
Ports  and  others  are  doing  their  be§t  to 
induce  people  to  forget  that  they  de- 
stroyed the  Protectionist  Party  in  this 
House  by  voting  for  a  clause  which  they 
knew  upon  the  authority  of  men  possessed 
of  great  legal  knowledge  was  imconstitu- 
tional.  They  appear  not  to  have  cared 
twopence  for  protectiwi  so  long  as  they 
could  do  scMnething  which  they  thought 
would  enable  them  to  gain  the  approval 
of  a  few  of  their  electors. 

Mr.  HtruE  Cook. — Some  of  them  had 
to  keep  their  pledges. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.  —  There  is 
a  time  when  honorable  members  have 
to  decide  which  pledge  they  will 
keep.  The  protectionist  members  were  re 
turned  to  support  a  protective  pcdicy.  They 
were  elected  under  their  leader,  without 
whose  assistance  some  of  them  would 
probably  never  have  entered  the  por- 
tals of  this  House.  Vet  they  were 
willing  to  forget  that,  and  simply 
because  they  had  given  a  pledge  in  regard 
to  another  matter  not  nearly  so  important, 
and  which  will  prove  to  be  unconsftitutional, 
thev  deserted  their  leader  and  protection, 
and  allied  themselves  with  the  enemies  of 
the  Government.  I  am  opposed  to  the 
socialistic  programme  of  the  Labour  Party, 
and  to  their  caucus  methods.  In  my 
opini<xi  their  policy  is  opposed  to  in- 
dividual effort  and  individual  ambiti<m. 
I  am  aware  that  the  individual  views  of 
many  honorable  members  of  the  Labour 
Party  do  not  differ  very  much  from  my 
nun.  But  the  organizations  which  are 
behind  them  do  not  share  the  opinions  which 
they  appear  to  entertain. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Who  is  behind  the  right 
honor^le  member? 


Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— My  constitu- 
ents. 

Mr.  Hughes.— Our  constituents  are  be- 
hind us. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Does  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  believe  in  all 
that  the  Tocsin  or  the  Worker  says,  or  in 
all  that  Tom  Mann  preaches? 

Mr.  Hughes. — No  more  than  the  right 
honorable  member  believes  in  all  that  Mr. 
Walpole  says. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  scarcely  know 
Mr.  Wdpold,  and  I  am  in  no  way 
responsible  for  him.  If  the  Labour 
Party  were  in  power,  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  crusade  in  which  they  are  engaged 
would  progress  very  slowly  indeed,  because 
they  know  that  the  Socialism  which  they 
preach  is  not  in  accord  with  the  views  of 
the  electors.  The  idea  of  every  person 
being  equal  in  wealth,  energy,  and  ability ! 

Mr.  Hughes. — Who  says  that? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  press  of 
the  Labour  Party  says  it.  I  shall  fulfill  my 
pledges  as  well  as  I  can,  but  I  will  not  be 
coerced  by  unicms  outsider  of  Parliament, 
who  wish  to  tell  me  how  I  should  act  in 
every  emergency.  If  the  theories  advanced 
by  honorable  members  opposite  were  sound 
they  would  have  borne  fruit  long  ago.  The 
truth  is  that  they  are  impracticable,  and 
they  will  end  now  as  they  have  always 
ended — in  disaster.  If  they  do  not  end  in 
disaster,  they  will  terminate  in  revolution. 

Mr.  Hughes. — ^Will  the  Coolgardie 
water  scheme  end  in  disaster  7 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST. -I  smcerely 
pray  that  it  will  not.  '  I  do  not  consi-ler 
that  a  socialistic  enterprise  at  all. 

Mr.  Hughes. — ^What  is  Socialism  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  Labour 
Party  desire  to  deprive  people  of  their  pro- 
perty and  to  nationalize  the  land. 
The  time  has  arrived  for  plain  speak- 
ing upon  both  sides.  I  read  in  the 
Tocsin  and  the  Worker  what  the  Labour 
Party  intends  to  accomplish,  and  I  must  say 
that  its  aims  differ  materially  from  the  pro- 
gramme submitted  by  the  Watson  Govern- 
ment. They  adc^ed  the  policy  of  the  Dea- 
kin  Government  with  the  eneption  of  the 
pioposal  to  establish  a  Go\'emnirat  tobacco 
monopoly  and  to  take  possessicm  of 
;£8,ooo,ooo  worth  of  the  bank  reserves,  and 
these  two  planks  of  their  future  platform, 
and  especially  the  latter,  were  put  forward 
in  my  opinion  without  sufficient  knowledge 
or  consideration,  and  unmistakably  show 
the  trend  of  the  socialistic  Iq^Iatim  they 
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desire  to  pass.  I  am  sure  that  the  respon- 
sibility of  office  will  cause  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  to  moderate  their  views.  There 
is  no  necessity,  in  the  interests  of  the 
country,  to  depose  the  present  Government. 
If  they  are  defeated,  what  will  happen? 

Mr.  Webster. — There  will  be  a  general 
election. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— If  there  is  not 
a  dissolution,  a  axUitioi  Government  will 
be  formed  between  members  of  the  Labour 
Party  and  the  seceding  ptotectionlsts.  Will 
such  a  Gc'/ernmoit  be  acceptable  to  or  boie- 
fit  Australia? 

Mr.  Watkins. — Surely  the  right  honor- 
able member  does  not  consider  himself  a 
protecticmist  any  longer. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  hold  that  the 
present  Govenunent  is  much  b^er  fitted  to 
control  the  destinies  of  Australia  than  is 
any  combination  of  honorable  members  op- 
posite. At  any  rate,  the  ^Hnistry  should 
receive  a  fair  trial,  and  be  treated  with  some 
measure  of  generosity.  No  (xie  can  say 
that  the  present  Government  is  not  com- 
posed  of  experienced  men.  There  is  not 
a  member  of  it  who  has  not  had  long  ex- 
perience. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Have  they  all  had 
experience  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— With  one  ex- 
cepticm,  the  members  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment have  had  many  years  experience 
of  oflice.  It  is  said  that  a  man  should  serve 
bis  time  to  every  trade,  and  I  should  be  in- 
clined to  say,  except  for  that  of  a  Minister 
of  the  Crown — Ministers  are  all  ready-made. 
I  have  now  only  to  express  a  hope  that 
those  honorable  members  who  have  been  so 
unwise  as  to  desert,  or  to  leave — perhaps 
that  would  be  a  more  moderate  word  to  use 
—  the  Protectionist  Party  and  their 
leader  

Mr.  Mauger. — It  is  honorable  members 
opposite  who  have  done  that. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  hope  that 
those  honorable  members  who  have  sem  fit 
to  leave  the  Protectionist  Party  and  their 
leader,  and  who  have  thrown'  themselves 
into  the  arms  of  the  Labour  Party,  will 
soon  see  the  error  of  their  ways.  P.erson- 
nlly,  I  feel  convinced  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment is  given  a  fair  trial  they  aviH  be  able 
to  do  those  things  which  will  be 
found  to  be  in  the  interests  of  Federation, 
and  calculated  to  cement  the  various'  States 
more  ckiselv  together.  I  believe,  too,  that 
they  will  bring  forward  measures  which  will 
be  of  permanent  advantage  to  the  people 
of  Au^ralia. 


Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling).- 1  am  sure 
that  the  members  of  the  Labour  Party  have 
listened  with  a  great  deal  of  interest  to 
the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan.  I  hire 
no  doubt  that  they  will  take  into  their  care- 
ful consideration  the  hints  which  he  has 
gi^en  them,  so  that  they  may  be  able  to 
make  their  organization  so  perfect  that  the 
right  honorable  goitleman  will  himself  be 
prepared  to  join  it.  Judging  by  his  ad- 
dress I  can  see  that  he  is  on- 
comfortable  in  his  present  company, 
and  already  feels  that  the  Labcur 
Party  is  the  party  he  ought  to  join. 
He  has  told  us  of  a  number  of  demoaatic 
measures  which  he  has  passed  in  the  great 
State  of  the  west,  and  I  always  like  to  give 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  credit  for 
what  he  has  done.  If  the  measures  he  has 
carried  are  not  as  perfect  as  they  might  be. 
he  should  not  be  censured  or  blamed  for 
that.  I  am  very  hopeful  that  he  vi.I 
shortly  see  his  way  to  join  the  Labour 
Party.  He  has  been  studving  the  pledge 
and  rules  of  the  party,  and  all  we  ask  of 
honorable  members  generally  is  that  thev 
should  study  them  a  little  more.  We  have 
been  glad  to  hear  that  some  of  them  have 
commenced  to  read  the  Tocsin  and  the 
Worker.  I  suppose  that  until  quite  re- 
cently they  knew  nothing  of  those  intelli- 
gently-conducted literary  organs.  Their 
education,  political  and  social,  has  in  con- 
sequence  been  very  mudi  neglected.  Now 
that  the>-  have  started  to  i«ad  that  litera- 
ture, the>-  have  no  doubt  leamt  a  great 
many  things  they  were  not  aware  of  pre 
viously,  and  a  continuance  of  the  study  wii' 
dissipate  some  of  the  foolish  notions  and 
prejudices  that  are,  at  all  times,  associated 
with  a  lack  of  knowledge.  The  speech  of  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan  was  the 
usua)  straightforward,  manly,  breezy  utter- 
ance which  we  all  admire.  There  wassr>n:e 
evidence  in  it  of  the  influence  of  his  presprt 
environment,  because  there  was  a  good  deal 
of  "  yes-no  "  about  it.  In  criticising  ccr 
methods,  the  x\^t  honorable  genttem:;) 
found  fault  with  them  as  being  too  strin- 
gent, and  expressed  the  opinion  that  thev 
would  break  down.  He  does  not  believe 
in  the  Labour  Party,  and  he  hopes  that  its 
organization  will  break  down.  We  wt-re 
not  aware  that  the  right  honorable  gentle 
man  was  a  prophet,  but  he  said  to- 
night that  he  was  going  to  prc^es)-,  and 
he  did  prophesy  that  the  organizatiOD  of 
the  Labour  Party  would  break  down  in- 
evitably. If  that  be  so,  the  danger  be  fears 
from  the  return  of  the  party  to  power  if 
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non-existent.    Why,  therefore,  should  the 
right    honorable  gentleman    be  alarmed 
a^ut  the  advance  of  the  labour  movement  ? 
Why  should  there  be  a  gathering  together 
of  organizations  outside,  and  a  great  fight 
put  up,  if  within  the  Labour  Party  itself 
there  is  such  a  oondition  of  affairs  existing 
that  it  must  break  down  of  its  own  waght, 
owing  to  lack  of  eflkiency?    From  the  at- 
tention which  he  gave  to  the  subject,  I  think 
that  the  right  honorable  gentleman  realizes, 
on  the  contrary,  that  there  is  a  very  great 
piobability  of  labour  politics  and  the  Labour 
Party  very  shortly  dominating  Federal  and 
State  politics  together.    The  methods  which 
they  have  adopted,  and  which  they  under- 
stand, and  which  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man, and  those  who  speak  in  opposition  to 
them  do  not  yet  understand,  have  hitherto 
proved  successful.   I  do  not  quarrel  with 
the  right  honorable  gentleman's  criticism,  or 
with  the  statement  he  makes  with  regard  to 
the  changed  conditions  vhicli  the  control 
of  parliamentary  affairs  brings  with  it.  It 
is  self-evident  that  some  changes  will  be 
made  in  the  methods  of  working  in  the  La- 
bour Party,  and  labour  organizatims.  I 
have  said  that  there  seemed  to  be  a  good 
deal  of  "  yes-no  "  about  the  right  hmiorable 
gentl«nan's  address.    He  found  fault  with 
the  constituti(xial  positicxi.    He  said  that  a 
Government  ought  to  be  able  to  give  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  Sovereign  an  assurance 
that  they  had  a  working  majority.    It  was 
interjected  that  the  Government  of  which 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  was  a  mem* 
ber  had  no  such  majority.    He  replied  by 
saying,  "  But  we  were  there,  and  remained 
there  until  we  were  shifted,"  as  if  that  was 
a  reply.    If  a  Government  is  constitution- 
ally bound  to  have  a  working  majority,  and 
otherwise  should  not  continue  to  hold  office, 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  stands  self- 
condemned,  because  he  was  a  member  of  a 
Government  that  ontinued  to  hold  office 
without  a  majority.  He  said,  in  reply  to  an 
interjeciion,  that  the  Government  of  which 
he  was  a  member  were  there,  and  remained 
there  until  they  were  shifted,  but  that  might 
be  said  of  any  Government,  and  was  no 
answer.  Then  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
admitted  that  it  was  the  support  of  the 
Labour  Party  which,  because  of  its  policy. 
gAve  the  Government  of  which  he  was  a 
member,  a  working  majority.    That  state- 
ment was  quite  correct,  and  exactly  de- 
scribed the  position.      I  shall  not  dwell 
upon  the  change  of  Government;  we  have 
heard  of  it  sufficiently  often  to  be  familiar 
with  the  facts.  But  there  was  an  assumption 


on  the  part  of  the  right  honorable  member 
for  Swan  that  the  Watson  Government  did 
not  have  a  majority.  Honorable  members 
need  only  look  at  the  division  list  on  the 
question  on  which  they  took  office,  to  see 
that  they  had  every  reasonable  assurance 
from  the  division  and  from  the  speeches  of 
honorable  members  who  took  part  in  it, 
that  they  had  a  very  substantial  majority 
— a  much  bigger  majority  than  the  pre- 
sent Government  secured  by  a  catch  vote. 
The  honorable  member  for  Bland,  there- 
fore, had  ample  authority  for  assuring  the 
representative  of  the  Sovereign,  that  he 
had  a  working  majority.  It  was  only 
wh«Q  the  measure  on  which  the  division 
took  place  came  to  be  submitted  to  the 
House  in  Committee  that  the  steady  pres* 
sure  of  the  conservative  elements  outside 
and  inside  this  House  whittled  away  the 
majority.  It  was  then  found  that  our 
party  had  been  deceived.  Those  who  pro- 
fessed to  be  in  favour  of  the  Arbitration 
Bill,  failed  to  carry  out  their  pledges 
and  promises,  when  an  opportunity  was  given 
them  to  place  the  measure  on  the  statute- 
book.  They  do  as  all  conservatives 
do  when  they  do  not  desire  that  it 
should  appear  to  the  people  that  they  are 
opposed  to  a  measure — they  give  Something 
which  is  ineffective  and  worse  than  useless. 
In  this  case  certain  h<M)orabIe  members 
ad(^ted  that  policy  exactly.  Speaking  of 
the  constitutional  aspect,  the  Watsfxi 
Government  was  really  the  on\y  con- 
stitutional Government  that  this  Fe- 
deral Parliament  has  vet  had.  It 
has  yet  to  be  decided  whether  the  pre- 
sent Government  have  a  majority.  The 
right  horwrable  member  for  Swan  asserted 
that  the  Watson  Government  had  not  a  ma- 
jcffity,  but  we  all  know  quite  well  that  if 
the  present  Prime  Minister  considered  that 
there  was  a  majority  against  the  Watson  Go- 
\-emment  he  would  at  once  have  moved  jhe 
motion  of  censure  whidi  he  contented  him- 
self with  talking  about  every  day,  in  order 
to  keep  interest  in  the  matter  alive,  and  to 
find  an  excuse  for  asking  htmorable  members 
to  come  with  him.  As  leader  of  the  Op- 
position the  present  Prime  Minister  gave 
the  Governor-General  his  personal  assur- 
ance that  he  had  a  working  majority,  but 
we  know  that  the  very  moment  this  eager 
office-seeker  got  his  opportunity  he  would 
take  it.  If  he  had  had  a  majority  behind 
him  he  would  have  taken  advantage  of  the 
oppwtunity  before  he  did. 

Mr.  Wilson. — Are  there  no  eager  t^ce- 
seekers  on  the  honorable  member's  side  ? 
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Mr.  SPENrCE.— Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 
I  do  not  know  of  one  office-seeker  oa.  this 
side  of  the  House.  Let  me  say  here  that 
a  most  unfair  rocnark  was  made  to-nig^t 
insinuating  that  <»ie  member  of  the  alli- 
ance on  this  side  is.  there  fxx  self-seeking 
reasons.  There  is  absolutely  no  founda- 
tion for  that  statement.  There  has  been 
no  indication  of  anything  of  the  kind.  The 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan  has  put 
this  matter  very  fairly.  He  does  not 
tell  honorable  members  that  it  would  be 
unreasonable  for  any  of  them  to  desire  to 
acquire  cS&fx.  There  can  be  no  blame  at- 
taching to  any  one  who  secures  office  fairly. 
But  when  office  is  secured  unfairly  and  by 
peculiar  tactics,  as  it  has  been  secured  by 
the  bead  of  the  present  Government,  the 
action  taken  is  open  to  criticism.  A  good 
deal  has  been  said  about  our  methods  and 
the  labour  pledges.  I  do  not  propose  to 
deal  extensively  with  those  matters  to- 
night. A  short  time  ago  I  delivered  a  speech 
in  which  I  made  stxne  very  emphatic  state- 
ments of  my  views  regarding  the  Ministerial 
programme,  and  the  reasons  why,  in  my 
opinion,  the  present  Government  siiould  be 
put  out.  I  do  not  propose  to  repeat  those 
statements.  I  ask  the  House  to  take 
them  as '  read,  and  to  assume  that  I  still 
stand  by  them,  only  more  so.  Some 
reference,  however,  may  be  made  to  the  way 
ia  whidi  the  Labour  Party  is  pledged,  as 
the  matter  is  always  being  brought  up.  I 
remind  honorable  members  that  any  man 
who  desires  to  join  the  Conservative  P.irty 
in  England,  must  sign  the  platform  c>f  tiiat 
party.  A  party  pledge  is,  therefore,  no 
new  thing,  and  there  is  nothing  uncommon 
and  nothing  wrong  about  it.  The  i-le-'gu 
of  tlie  Labour  Party  is  complained  of  he- 
oiuse  CNir  platfonn  is  bo  good  and 
our  aims  so  high  and  noble  that  the 
only  objections  which  can  be  brought 
forward  are  in  respect  of  little  mat- 
ters which  will  not  bear  consideration. 
I  cannot  refrain  from  saying  a  word  or  two 
in  reply  to  the  criticism  of  the  alliance  by 
the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan.  The 
alliance  is  a  perfectly  natural  and  fair  one. 
When  the  Watson  Government  took  office, 
certain  honorable  members  who  do  not  be- 
long to  the  Labour  Party,  but  hold  liberal 
and  democratic  views,  and  have  no  other 
object  to  serve  than  that  of  securing  the 
passing  of  good  mfiasures,  openly  an- 
nounced, without  any  request  from  the  Min- 
istry, that  they  intended  to  support  it.  There 
was  no  sdieming  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  secure  thai  support.    During  the 


course  of  this  debate,  not  many  hniorable 
members  have  spoken,  but  the  insinuatioa 
has  been  made  more  than  once  that  there  is 
a  secret  understanding  among  members  of 
the  alliance.  These  in«nuari(Ms  suggest 
that  hcKiorable  members  opposite  are  fami- 
liar  with  such  practices,  but  the  Oppontion 
do  not  know  of  anything  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — If  the  Oppositioi  did  they 
would  not  menti(xi  it 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  basis  of  our  alli- 
ance was  put  in  black  and  white;  but  we 
cannot  obtain  any  informati(Hi  as  to  the 
terms  of  the  coaliti<xi.  As  sooa  as  the 
Watson  Government  took  c^oe,  they  openlv 
declared  the  relatitxis  between  the  Labour 
Party  and  those  members  of  the  Libml 
Party  who  were  supporting  them,  and,  as 
the  basis  of  the  alliance,  we  have  simply 
placed  in  black  and  white  the  agreement 
which  was  then  publicly  announced.  The 
suggestion  that  there  is  scnne  secret  under- 
standing between  us,  comes  only  from  men 
who  are  naturally  suspicious.  We  have 
sufficient  cc»nmon-sense  to  know  that  the 
alliance  could  not  su<xeed  by  crooked 
methods.  It  must  succeed  on  its  merits, 
or  it  will  fail.  If  the  Labour  Party 
had  been  so  foolish  as  to  adopt  the  tactics 
attributed  to  us  by  our  opponents,  we  should 
not  have  made  that  progress  which  has  cha- 
racterized the  labour  movement.  Every 
day  we  are  gaining  ground.  The  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan  has  twitted 
honorable  members  of  the  Liberal  Parti- 
with  having  deserted  their  leader,  and  while 
I  know  that  they  are  weli  able  to  take  cars 
of  themselves,  I  feel  disposed,  as  one  of 
those  associated  with  them,  to  reply  to  his 
taunts.  The  right  honorable  member 
spoke  of  the  lack  of  loyalty  shown  by  these 
honorable  members  to  their  former  leader. 
I  confess  that  I  have  an  admiration  for 
loyalty,  but  it  is  not  so  much  a  question  of 
loyalty  to  a  leader  as  it  is  loyalty  to  the 
principles  which  bind  a  party.  Nothing 
can  be  said  against  the  man  who  stands  by 
his  principles.  The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Swan  has  charged  honorable  mem- 
bers of  the  Opposition  comer  with  desert- 
ing thdr  leader.  What  is  his  position? 
Who  is  his  leader?  Has  he  not  dese^t^l 
his  true  leader,  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat,  hy  pladng  hnnself 
under  the  leadership  of  the  Prime  Miiuster? 
If  he  has  not  accepted  the  Prime  Minister 
as  his  leader,  what  is  his  position?  I 
think  that  we  are  justified  in  asking  for  fur- 
ther information  as  to  whether  there  is  any 
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angement  between  the  two  parties  now 
pporting  the  Government. 
Sir.  Kennedy. — No  arrangement. 
Mr.  SPENCE. — So  far  we  have  not 
.med  of  any.  The  Government  whip~- 
!  honorable  member  for  Dalley — has  said 
It  the  Prime  Minister  is  the  "  star  per- 
mer  "  of  the  company  opposite,  and  I 
uld  add  that  the  cffganizer  is  the  bonor- 
e  and  learned  mem^r  for  Ballarat,  who 
(Ught  about  the  present  situation.  The 
npany  has  submitted  such  a  poor  pro- 
imme  that  it  will  not  have  any  attraction 

the  public.  I  feel  satisfied  tiiat  the  people 
1  demand  something  much  better.  The 
formers  may  be  very  good,  and  I  am  wiU- 
:  to  admit  that  the  ccsnpany  boasts  of  a 
r  performer,  but  we  wish  to  learn  from 

organizer  himself  what  relation  he,  and 
'se  who  speak  of  him  constantly  as  their 
der,  bear  to  the  rest  of  the  company.  We 
;ire  to  know  what  he  has  secured  for 
m  by  bringing  about  the  peculiar  com- 
ation  which  confronts  us. 
Mr.  Kennedy. — He  has  not  handcuffed 

and  handed  us  over  to  another  leader. 
Vlr.  SPENCE.— He  has  ceased  to  lead 

old  followers,  and  has  made  them  mem- 
s  of  a  scratch  team.  The  honorable  and 
med  member  had  a  great  deal  to  say  a 
le  while  ago  about  a  three-cornered 
itical  cricket  match.  I  am  prepared  to 
:k  the  solid  team  on  this  side  against  the 
atch  team  that  has  been  raked  up  on  the 
vemment  side.  The  mwbers  of  that 
m  cannot  play  together,  and  never  will, 
vfr.  Wilson. — Has  the  honorable  mem- 

ever  attended  our  weekly  caucus? 
Hr.  SPENCE.— It  is  useless  for  the  hon- 
ble  member  to  talk  about  caucus  meet- 
s,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  members  of  the 

Deakin  party  have  been  charging  each 
er  with  disloyalty  to  the  decision  of  their 
icus.  When  proposals  were  made  some 
e  ago  for  a  coalition  of  the  followers  of 

honorable  and  learned  member  fen-  Bal- 
it.  and  those  of  the  right  honorable  mem- 

for  East  Sydney,  the  proposed  agree- 
nt  was  submitted  to  the  caucus  of  the 
leral  Party,  but  was  rejected,  the  mem- 
s  of  that  party  declining  to  support  any 
.lition  of  which  the  honoiable  and  learned 
mber  for  Ballarat  was  not  the  leader. 
!  wish  to  know  what  honorable  members 
306ite  have  now  to  say  in  regard  to  that 
:ision.  A  charge  of  disloyalty  comes 
h  a  very  ill-grace  from  an  honorable 
mber  who  has  not  respected  the  dedsion 
the  caucus. 


Mr.  Kennedy. — To  whom  does  the  hon- 
oiable member  refer  f 

Mr.  SPENCE.— To  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan.  It  seems  to  me  that 
those  honorable  members  of  the  Liberal 
Party,  who  are  now  in  alliance  with  us,  are 
the  only  ones  who  have  been  l(^-al  to  the 
decision  to  which  I  have  referred.  There 
is  an  onunous  silence  on  the  part  of  the 
Ministiy.  We  have  heard  from  the  star 
performer,  and  it  is  time  that  we  had  a 
speech  from  one  of  the  stars  of  lesser 
magnitude.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that, 
as  the  result  of  the  exposure  of  their  mani- 
fold political  sins,  the  Government  feel 
their  position  so  kemly  that  they  are  about 
to  tender  their  resignation,  and  therefoie 
do  not  think  it  worth  while  to  put  up  a 
fight.  Perhaps  they  propose  to  resign 
without  going  to  a  division  on  this  motion. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — No  fear. 

Mr.  SPENCE.- The  honoiable  member 
is  not  in  the  secrets  of  the  Cabinet  He. 
finds  fault  with  the  combination ;  he  does 
not  like  the  company  in  which  he  finds 
himself.  It  is,  after  all,  a  company  of  con- 
tradictions. The  members  of  the  coalition, 
with  perhaps  one  or  two  eiEC^tions,  have 
only  one  aim  in  common-  For  the  most 
part  the  ooalition  consists  of  men  who  have 
thrown  their  previous  policy  to  the  winds, 
and  their  one  aim  now  is  to  "  down  "  the 
Labour  Party.  The  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta  is,  in  that  respect,  solid  with 
the  coalition. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Have  I  ever  said 
that  I  wish  to  "  down  "  the  Labour  Party  ? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  honorable  member 
yesterday  declared  himself  against  the 
party.  There  can  be  no  mistake  abcxit  his 
utterances.  • 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  said  nothing  of  the 
kind,  but  that  does  not  matter. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  hwiorable  member 
declared  himself  an  anti-socialist,  and  there- 
fore, he  must  be  agiunst  the  Labour  Party. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — But  not  against  la- 
bour. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— That  is  an  old  Conser- 
vative  cry.  I  never  yet  met  a  politician 
who  was  not,  according  to  his  statements, 
the  best  friend  of  labour.  An  employer  may 
be  the  greatest  sweater  living — but  he  will 
declare  that  he  is  one  of  the  best  friends  of 
labour.  Although  he  may  not  even  be  pay- 
ing his  workmen  a  living  wage,  he  wrill  re- 
gard himself  as  a  philanthropist,  simply  be- 
cause he  employs  them,  and  suggest  that,  if 
be  did  not  find  the  work,  they  would  b« 
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unable  to  live.  I  am  astonished  that  the 
honorable  member  who  has  often  denounced 
that  cry,  should  now  give  utterance  to  it 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  Labour  Party  never 
had  so  good  a  man  for  labour  in  its  ranks. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^Let  the  honorable  member 
for  Farramatta  speak  for  himself. 

Mr.  WxLKs. — He  is  too  modest ;  but  the 
fbonorable  member  cannot  cootradict  my 
statement. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  honorable  member 
for  Farramatta  modest  I 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber has  a  crowd  behind  him  who  never  did 
anything  for  labour  in  their  lives. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  honorable  member 
says  that  he  is  in  sympathy  with  labour,  but 
that  is  a  claim  which  is  made  by  every  con- 
servative politician.  The  masses  are  the  best 
judges,  and  they  have  declared  against  the 
conservatives,  wm)  put  forward  that  cry,  by 
returning  special  representatives,  so  to  speak, 
to  do  that  vhidi  men  who  professed  to  be 
their  friends  failed  to  do.  Honorable  mem- 
bers on  this  side  of  the  House  were  returned 
to  Parliament,  because  those  who  professed 
to  be  the  friends  of  labour  had  neglected  its 
interests. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Those  who  talk  so 
loudly  have  done  the  least. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  am  quite  prepared  to 
have  my  record  compared  with  that  of  any 
other  honorable  member. 

Mr-  Joseph  Cook.— I  am  not  referring 
to  the  honorable  member,  but  to  some  of 
those  behind  him. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — In  view  of  the  silence 
maintained  by  members  of  the  Ministry,  I 
am  inclined  to  believe  that  they  are  about 
to  throw  up  the  sponge. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Where  are  the  members 
of  the  Ministry? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Perhaps  they  are  hold- 
ing a  Cabinet  meeting,  to  consider  whether 
they  should  not  recognise  the  situation,  and 
gracefully  retire. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — ^Whom  should  ve  put  in 
their  places? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— There  would  be  no  diffi- 
cultv  in  filling  their  places  men  who 
would  do  the  work  of  the  wnintry  mudi 
better  than  thev  are  likely  to  do.  When  the 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta^ — who  has 
a  faculty  for  interjecting,  and  drawing 
speakers  away  from  the  thread  of  their 
discourse — interrupted  me,  I  was  about  to 
point  out  that  some  of  the  secrets  of  the 
coalition  would  yet  leak  out.  Perhaps,  af  ter 
all.  I  am  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the 
Cabinet  are  considering  the  wisdom  of  re- 
tiring. It  may  be  that  the  leader  of  the 


Government  has  imposed  silence  on  his  go! - 
leagues,  lest  they  should  tell  too  mudL 
One  or  two  secrets  have  already  been  dis- 
closed.   We  have  learned  soBoethiDg  about 
the  way  in  which  nominaticxis*  are  made  bv 
the  Conservative  Party ;  we  have  learned 
that  it   indulges  in   practices  for  whidt  . 
the  Labour  Party  has  been  denounced 
We  have  heard  something  about  the  S\i-  . 
ney  Morning  Herald  fixing  up  the  fr«-  I 
trade  bunch.    We  have  also  heard  that  in  . 
Western  Australia  the  right  honorable  mem-  ' 
ber  for  Swan,  together  with  a  newspaper  | 
editor,  fixed  up  a  bunch  for  election  pur- 
poses.   The  lack  of  wisdom  of  those  who  , 
fixed  up  those  bunches  was  shown  by  the 
fact  that  the  persons  selected  did  not  stajid  , 
true  to  their  parties.    The  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan  is  evidently  not  a  good  ^ 
hand  at  cho(»ing  candidates.    I  interjected 
while  he  was  speaking  that  those  he  se- 
lected did  not  stand  true,  and  the  right 
honorable    member    admitted    that  he 
could   not   keep  them   true.      We  have 
only  to  look  at  the  present  situation  in  this 
Parliament,    in    regard    to    the     Free-  ! 
trade  Party,  to  see  that  their  method  of 
selection  does  trot  keep  honorable  membcis  I 
opposite  to  their  pledges.     Many  of  ttMm. 
it  is  true,  tried  to  be  loyal,  but  when  they  I 
could  not  get  enough  of  their  own  way 
they  gave  up  the  fight.     That  is  not  the 
way  to  win.     The  way  to  win  in  politics  is 
to  keep  on  fighting.     If  wr  cm  this  side  of 
the  House  are  beaten  in  connexicm  with  our 
social  reform  and  trade  unitm  moverriMitt 
we  come  again.     We  adopt  scxne  other  tac- 
tics, and  keep  on  fighting.     The  right  Ixhi- 
orable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Go 
venunent  has  never  tested  the  questicm  of 
free-trade  in  this  House.     He  does  not 
even  know  the  fiscal  opinions  of  a  number 
of  the  Queensland  members. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — He  does  not  know  the  hon- 
orable member's  opinions. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— If  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  had  any  faith  in  his  own  ^iewj 
he  would  certainly  have  taken  an  opportu- 
nity to  test  the  question.  The  method  of 
selection  by  newspaper  proprietors,  or  bj* 
a  great  leader  like  the  right  honorable  cMm- 
ber  for  Swan,  has  been  prwed  to  be  a 
failure.  If  honorable  members  opposite  wis^ 
for  the  success  of  their  principles,  they  had 
better  copy  the  methods  of  the  only  success- 
ful party — the  Labour  Party.  Instead  of 
doing  that,  they  twit  us  with  not  knowinc 
how  to  manage  our  own  business.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  evidence  is  all  the  other 
I  say  emphatically  that  we  ought  to  bear 
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fnwn  the  Government  something  more  about 
their  poiicy.  The  discussion  hitherto  has 
centred  around  the  policy  of  the  present  Op- 
position. If  my  theory  be  correct,  the 
Government  intend  to  resign,  or  they  know 
that  if  they  go  to  the  country,  they  will  not 
return  as  a  Government.  I  presume  that 
the  tactics  adopted  by  honorable  members 
(^posite  are  intended  to  save  tixoe^  and  that 
they  think  it  expedient  to  discuss  the  policy 
of  the  party  that  will  be  in  power  after  the 
appeal  to  the  country.  If  uuit  be  the  case, 
it  is  just  as  well  that  we  should  understand 
it ;  and  we  can  regard  the  present  debate 
as  a  discussion  of  tlK  policy  of  the  incoming 
Government,  rather  than  as  a  criticism  of  the 
lack  of  policy  of  the  present  Government. 
We  cannot,  of  course,  discuss  S(xnething 
which  is  non-existent.  It  would  hardly  be 
interesting  enough  to  discuss  nothing.  As 
the  Government  have  no  policy  except  to 
get  into  recess,  they  cannot  give  us  the 
slightest  indication  of  what  they  prc^x>se 
to  do.  When  they  get  into  recess,  they 
will  evolve  a  policy  which  they  will  be  able 
to  present  to  Parliament  when  we  meet 
again.  That  in  itself  is  enough  to  condemn 
them.  It  is  only  a  fair  thing  that  the 
example  set  by  the  Watson  Government  to 
have  upon  its  prc^ramme  something  more 
than  is  sufficient  for  one  session  shculd  be 
followed  by  the  present  Government.  But 
they  criticise  that  as  a  foolish  course  to 
pursue.  They  have  such  a  peculiar  com- 
binatim  behind  them  that  they  find  it  im- 
posable  to  evolve  a  policy.  The  honorable 
member  for  Farramatta  tells  us  that  he  is 
not  satisfied  with  the  coalitira. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Whv  does  not  the 
honorable  member  leave  oie  alone? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  have  not  said  any- 
thing unkind  of  the  honorable  member.  He 
has  a  right  to  know  what  the  policy  of  the 
Go\'emment  is.  For  many  years  he  was 
a  toI league  of  the  Prime  Minister,  and  he 
did  his  work  as  a  Minister  exceedingly 
well.  Yet  he  does  not  know  anything, 
and  naturally  he  is  not  satisfied. 

Mr.  Joseph  CoOk. — I  seem  to  be  more 
satisfied  dian  the  honorable  member  for 
Perth  is. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — One  question  that  has 
been  mentioned  this  afternoon  is  that  of 
the  High  Commissionership.  I  agree  with 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  that  a  great 
deal  more  importance  attaches  to  that  ques- 
tion than  seems  to  be  supposed  by  the 
Government.  Thev  tell  us  that  thev  in- 
tend to  constUt  the  States.  The  Watsm 
Government  intended  to  ask  the  States 


whether  they  were  willing  to  hand  over  to 
the  High  Commissioner  some  of  the  work 
that  is  now  done  by  the  Agents-General. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta  agrees  with  that.  But  if 
the  States  refuse  to  agree  we  ought  to 
know  what  the  Govenmient  intend  to  do. 
Do  they  intend  to  decline  to  carry  out  that 
part  of  their  programme  which  is  neces- 
sary in  the  interests  of  the  Common- 
wealth, simply  because  one  or  two  of  the 
States  may  not  agree  with  what  tliev  pro- 
pose to  do?  That  is  a  question  that  ought 
to  be  replied  ta  If  any  member  of  tKe 
Government  has  the  courage  to  speak,  or 
if  their  master,  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat  intends  to  speak,  we 
ought  to  have  an  ezplanaticm  in  regard  to 
this  matter.  It  is  not  fair  to  deny  us 
information. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Has  the  homn-able 
member  read  what  the  Premier  New 
South  Wales  said  on  the  si^ject? 

Mr.  SPENCE.  — He  is  only  one. 
There  are  six  States  in  this  Federation,  al- 
though the  present  Government  appears  to 
recognise  only  two.  The  others  appear  to 
be  regarded  merely  as  postscripts.  The 
policy  of  the  Government  se^s  to  be  to 
listen  to  the  representations  of  the 
two  larger  States,  and  not  to 
mind  the  others.  The  right  hon- 
orable manber  for  Swan  has  criticised  a 
portion  of  the  White  Australia  poiicy,  as 
laid  down  by  the  first  Parliament  of  the 
Omunmwealth — upon  which  I  need  hardly 
say  that  I  hold  strong  opini<»is — and  has 
asked  that  it  should  be  altered.  But  the 
Prime  Minister  appears  to  be  afraid  to  deal 
with  the  contract  section  of  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Act,  because  some  of  the  sup- 
porters of  the  coalition  would  decline  to 
assist  him  in  that  direction.  That  seems  to 
indicate  that  there  is  a  kind  of  imderstand- 
ing  on  that  matter.  If  there  is  such  an 
understanding,  we  ought  to  know  it.  Whilst 
I  am  a  member  of  a  party  that  has  always 
been  prepared  to  support  any  Government 
that  gave  us  the  measures  which  we  desired, 
at  the  same  time  we  intend  to  maintain 
what  we  have  secured.  We  are  naturally 
suspicious  of  those  who  are  declared  oppo- 
nents of  those  measures  that  we  believe  in. 
and  who,  at  the  same  time,  refuse  to  give  us 
the  measures  for  which  we  ask — such,  for 
instance,  as  the  Conciliation  and  Arbitra- 
tion Bill,  in  an  effective  form. 

Sir  John  Foerest.— The  section  to 
which  the  honorable  member  has  referred 
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has  nothing  to  do  with  the  White  Aus- 
tralia policy. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  right  honorable 
member  at  the  head  of  the  Government  pre- 
viously said  that  he  would  alter  that  sec- 
tion; but  he  cannot  alter  it  because  of  the 
coalition.  The  risht  honorable  member  for 
Swan  is  a  part  of  that  coalition. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  will  vote  for  do- 
ing away  with  that  section  if  I  have  the 
chance. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  believe  that  the  right 
honorable  member  will.  But  we  want  to 
know  whether  his  leader  has  pledged  him, 
amongst  others,  to  support  the  maintenance 
of  that  section.  The  supporters  of  the  Go- 
vernment appear  to  lack  any  cohesion  of  any 
kind,  and  to  be  without  any  sort  of  policy. 
How  can  a  Govenmient  be  sure!  of  a  major- 
ity when  its  supporters  have  no  bond  to  hold 
them  together?  The  subject  of  old-age 
pensions  has  been  dealt  with  by  other 
speakers.  The  Government  have  no  defi- 
nite policy  on  that  question.  I  remember 
an  occasion  when  the  right  honorable  gen- 
tleman at  the  head  of  the  Government, 
speaking  in  the  Sydney  Town  Hall,  said 
that  any  Treasurer  would  be  foolish — I 
forget  his  exact  words — if  he  raised  all  the 
money  required  by  the  C<xnmonwealth  frcnn 
Customs.  He  said  that  the  Treasurer 
could  ruse  a  portion  of  the  revenue  by  the 
direct  taxation  of  land  values.  When  the 
Barton  Government  intioduced  its  pro- 
gramme, which  contained  a  proposal  for 
old-age  pensions,  we  heard  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  stating  that  that  proposal 
was  simply  a  sham,  which  could  not  be 
carried  out.  But  it  is  now  to  be  found 
in  his  own  programme.  Does  he  still 
hold  the  same  view  as  he  held  when  he 
said  that  it  was  impossible  to  carry  it  out  ? 

Mr.  WiLKS. — He  is  going  to  try  to  carry 
it  out  bv  an  arrangemehit  with  the  States. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Yes.  he  is  going  to  con- 
sult with  the  States.  But  suppose  that  the 
States  will  not  do  anything? 

Mr.  WiLKs. — Then  he  can  do  nothing; 
he  admits  that. 

SPENCE.— The  Government  whip, 
who  I  presume  is  the  mouthpiece  of  the 
Ministry,  and  appears  to  be  the  only  one 
who  knows  anything  about  their  polic}-,  tells 
us  that  if  the  States  decline  to  agree 
as  to  the  matter  of  old-age  pensions, 
the  Government  will  not  do  anything.  If 
they  decline  to  do  anything  in  rela- 
tion to  the  High  Commissionership,  the 
Government  will  do  nothing.  Those  unfor- 
tunate pioneers  of  Australia,  whose  hardi- 


hood and  whose  grand  work  the  Prime 
Minister  and  his  followers  praise  so  highly 
who  have  been  enterprising  enough  to 
live  in  more  than  one  State,  may 
continue  to  starve,  simply  because  we  have 
not  a  Government  with  the  necessary  cour- 
age, ability,  and  energy,  to  pass  the  neces- 
sary legislation.  Why  did  we  have  Federa- 
tion? Are  we  to  be  governed  by  the  States 
— to  have  a  reversal  of  the  Qmstitution? 
The  Govenunentt  as  I  have  said,  is  weak 
in  every  quarter — weak  in  its  following,  and 
weak  in  its  alleged  policy. 

Mr.  WiLKs. — During  the  four  years  of 
the  Commonwealth,  this  is  the  fi^st  time 
the  Labour  Party  have  spoken  of  this  ques- 
tion, and  for  three  years,  they  supported  a 
Government  who  did  not  intend  to  do  any- 
think  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  honorable  member, 
who  is  the  Goverrmient  whip,  knows  thai 
Parliament  has  worked  very  hard  nnoe  the 
inauguration  of  the  CommcnwealtlL  It 
was  necessary  to  pass  many  machinery  Acts, 
and,  surely  to  goodness,  the  sessions  were 
long  enough.  The  programme  erf  the  Bar- 
ton Government  was  too  comprehensive  for 
any  one  Parliament ;  and  it  is  imfair  to  twit 
us  with  supporting  a  Govenmient,  who  were 
eleven  mcmths  dealing  with  the  Tariff  alme. 
The  present  Prime  Minister  said  that  it  was 
simply  a  sham,  and  a  humbug,  for  the  Bar- 
ton Govenmient  to  place  old-age  pensions 
on  their  programme,  because  legislatioo  in 
that  directuxi  oould  not  be  cairwd  into  ef- 
fect, until  the  expiratioa  of  the  book-keep- 
ing period.  Now,  however,  the  Prime  Min- 
ister places  old-age  pensions  in  bis  own 
programme,  and  we  learn  for  the  first  tinie 
that  its  introduction  depends  on  the  consent 
of  the  States.  But  the  States  are  self-go- 
verned, and  have  the  power  to  fellow  the 
example  of  the  two  States  in  which  (rfd* 
age  pensions  are  established.  It  is  a  fait 
argument  that,  if  we  do  not  find  the  States 
moving  in  this  direction  now.  they  are  not 
likely  to  co-operate  with  the  Commonwealth. 
The  weak  policy  of  the  Ministry  is  not  the 
kind  of  policy  we  ought  to  expect  from 
gentlemen  who  talk  so  glibly  about  respon- 
sible government 

Mr.  WiLKS. — There  is  a  Labour  Govern- 
ment in  Queensland,  and  there  are  no  old- 
age  pensions  in  that  State. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  Labour  Government 
in  Queensland  are  prepared  to  establish 
old-age  pensions  prcmptly,  and  they  ban 
the  necesary  knowledge  and  ability  to  carry 
out  such  legislation.  The  present  Common- 
wealth Government  knew  that  they  coohl 
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not  establish  old-age  pensions  when  they 
put  the  proposal  before  us,  and  the  Prime 
Minister  is  guilty  of  the  same  sham  and 
humbug  with  which  he  charged  the  Barton 
Government.  AlthouB^  arbitratkm  admit- 
tedly a£Fects  only  a  limited  number  (tf  in- 
dustries at  present,  no  (Hie  can  foresee  how 
many  may  eventually  oome  under  the  Fe- 
deral Act;  and  any  legislation  is  desirable 
which  will  prevent  strikes,  with  their  dis- 
turbance of  industrial  life,  and  conditions. 
The  fact  that  we  cannot  at  present  say 
how  many  industries  may  be  affected,  makes 
it  all  the  more  imperative  that  the  measure 
should  be  an  efficient  and  workable  one. 
This  Bill  has  wrecked  Government  after 
Government ;  and  we  now  have  a  Go- 
vernment in  power,  who,  if  they  have  a 
chance,  will  impose  on  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia, a  measure  which  will  be  productive 
of  much  evil,  suffering,  and  injustice — 
which  will  make  the  conditi<ms  of  industry 
worse  than  they  would  be  without  a  measure 
of  the  kind.  I  make  that  remark  advisedly, 
and  am  convinced  of  its  truth.  One  par- 
ticular clause  will,  in  my  opinion,  not  only 
do  a  great  injustice  to  unions,  but  will  pre- 
vent many  registering  under  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — When  the  honorable 
member  says  that,  does  he  mean  that  unions 
will  be  prevented  from  registering,  by  rea- 
scxi  of  the  difference  between  the  two  amend- 
ments ? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Yesj  I  know  that,  be- 
cause of  the  clause  which  has  been  adc^)ted, 
unions  which  were  waiting  for  the  Bill 
will  not  register. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook,— They  may  not  re- 
gister, but  it  will  not  be  because  of  the  dif- 
ference between  the  two  amendments. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  Watson  Government 
when  in  charge  of  this  measure  in  Com- 
mittee, were  in  many  instances  forced,  by 
the  influence  of  those  now  on  the  Treasury 
bench,  to  accept  certain  amendmoits  which 
rendered  the  Bill  less  efficient,  and  were  not 
in  the  interest  of  those  concerned.  Tlie 
clause  on  which  the  late  Government  were 
defeated,  was  not  the  only  one  to  which  we 
objected,  and  it  was  not  fair  to  twit  the  mem- 
bers of  that  Government,  because  they  had  to 
accept  some  amendments  in  which  they  did 
not  fully  believe.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  pass  as  good  a  measure  as 
possible;  and  it  was  only  when  an  amend- 
ment was  reached,  which  rendered  the  mea- 
sure unworkable,  that  the  Government  took 
their  final  stand.  One  pomt  is  overlooked 
by  those  who  have  had  no  experience  of  the 
trade  union  movement,  and  who,  like  the 


Minister  of  Defence  and  his  colleagues,  re- 
gard that  movement  frcxn  a  theoretical  point 
of  view.  Because  certain  things  are  pos- 
sible under  the  measure,  they  suppose  that 
those  things  are  going"  to  be  done  We  who 
are  connected  with  trade  unions,  have  prac- 
tical experience  of  men  as  they  are,  and 
with  us  it  is  not  a  question  of  what 
men  of  a  different  stamp  might  do, 
but  what  the  men  whom  we  know 
are  likely  to  do.  The  great  difference  be- 
tween the  two  amendments  is  particularly 
felt  in  the  union  of  which  I  have  been  pre- 
sident for  eighteen  years,  and  about  which 
I  claim  to  know  more  than  any  other  hon- 
orable member  in  the  House.  It  would  be 
impossible  for  that  union  to  prove  to  a 
Judge  that  a  majority  of  those  affected  were 
in  favour  of  preference  being  given.  The 
members  of  the  union  are  not  working  in 
the  industry  except  at  a  certain  period  of 
the  year,  and  no  living  soul  could  say 
where  the  members  were,  or  who  were  af- 
fected by  the  award,  and  there  is  no  ma- 
chinery to  secure  the  opinion  of  those  af- 
fected. We  could  not  give  any  evidence 
that  would  be  accepted,  and  any  lawyer, 
or  even  a  layman,'  could  break  us  down 
and  prevent  our  getting  an  award  which 
would  give  a  preference.  In  some  other 
industries,  I  admit  that  the  whole  posi- 
tion would  be  differoit;  but  we  are  legis- 
lating for  specific  industries.  The  organi- 
zation to  which  I  refer  is  the  largest  in  Aus- 
tralia, and  is  connected  with  the  greatest  in- 
dustry and  biggest  export  trade  of  the  Com- 
monwealth.  The  union  has  had  a  long 
existence,  and  the  opinions  of  its  represen- 
tatives ought  to  have  s(»ne  weight.  Let  us 
suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  a  matter  in- 
volving only  legal  questions  was  before  the 
House,  and  let  us  further  suppose  a  most 
unlikely  thing,  namely,  that  all  the  lawyers 
in  the  House  were  unanimous.  What  would 
thoK  lawyers  say  if  a  layman  like  myself 
were  to  deny  the  correctness  of  their  assump< 
tions  and  opinions?  Such  a  denial  would 
not  have  any  weight.  Those  who  have 
had  experience  of  the  trade  union  movement 
are,  by  reason  of  their  practical  knowledge, 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  measure, 
as  passed  by  this  House,  is  unworkable,  and 
I  can  only  interpret  our  being  ignored  as 
showing  a  desire  to  make  the  Bill  ineffec- 
tive. I  speak  authoritatively  on  this  mat- 
ter, after  consultation  with  those  control- 
ling the  affairs  of  the  union  of  which  I  am 
president,  and  I  may  say  that  I  used  no 
influence  whatever  in  order  to  lecu^s  the 
opinion  X  express,  namely,  that  the  union 
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will  not  register,  and  thus  will  be  shut  out 
from  any  benefits  under  the  measure.  It 
may  be  asked  why  the  union  should  not  re- 
gister and  get  an  award.  The  answer  is 
that  an  award  would  be  useless  unless  the 
Judge  had  power  to  protect  the  interests  of 
the  organization.  The  measure  will  be  ab- 
solutely inoperative  unless  it  recognises  and 
encourages  the  maintenance  of  all  such  or- 
ganizations. In  the  New  Zealand  Bill,  when 
originally  introduced,' the  preamble  spoke  of 
the  encouragemoit  of  industrial  unions,  that 
measure  being  based  on  a  desire  to  encour- 
age the  formation  and  registration  of  orga- 
nizations, so  that  they  might  be  used  as  ma- 
chinery to  bring  about  industrial  peace.  In 
this  House  the  conservative  element,  with 
its  influence  operating  on  others  who  have 
practically  no  knowledge,  has  reversed  the 
position  altogether.  Each  clause  which  re- 
cognised unims  was  attacked  the  moment  it 
came  before  us,  and  we  had  proposals  for 
compulsory  organizations,  proposals  which 
were  intended  to  strike  a  blow  at  existing 
institutions,  and  render  the  measure  nuga- 
tory. No  one  can  say  that  I  'lid  not  do  my 
best  each  time  to  resist  those  attacks ;  and 
though  we  were  forced  to  accept  some 
amendments,  that  is  not  a  fact  on  which  we 
ought  to  be  taunted,  because  our  acceptance 
does  not  mean  approval.  For  myself  I 
should  not  have  accepted  the  amendments 
whidi  the  late  Prime  Minister  consented  to 
make  in  the  Bill,  but  would  have  kept  the 
debate  going  single-handed  until  all  were 
tired  out  before  I  gave  way.  The  remarks 
I  have  made  apply  to  other  organizations, 
but  particularly  to  the  organization  with 
which  I  am  connected.  In  industries  where 
the  men  are  constantly  at  work,  it  would  be 
easy  to  ascertain  the  views  of  those  directly 
concerned,  but  in  an  industry  where  we  do 
not  have  the  same  men  working  year  by 
year,  it  would  l>e  impossible  to  prove  to  anv 
Judge  the  consent  of  the  majority  of  thc»e 
affected.  In  my  opinion,  the  Arbitration 
Bill  has  been  delibn^tely  destroyed.  It 
was  very  plainly  to  be  seen  what  influence 
was  brought  to  bear  on  honorable  members 
towards  that  end.  That  influence  counts 
in  the  present  movement,  and  will  count  in 
the  coming  election  if  we  have  the  luck  of  a 
dissolution — I  mean  that  anti-labour  influ- 
ence, which  is  called  anti-socialistic.  Un- 
less the  Arbitration  Bill  is  improved — as  it 
must  be,  or  I  hope  it  will  not  beccxne  law — 
it  will  introduce  tyranny,  and  take  us  back 
to  a  period  from  which  we  thought  we  had 
escaped.  The  measure  as  it  stands  would 
inflict  a  great  deal  of  misery,  and 
Vr.  Sftnce. 


take  away  from  the  industrial  classes  rights 
for  which  they  have  fought  very  hardly. 
H(xiorable  members  who  prate  a  great  deal 
about  individual  liberty,  but  who  support  a 
social  system  which  does  not  give  any 
liberty,  claim  that  they  are  conserving  tlx 
interests  of  the  non-unicnists.  I  have 
known  it  to  be  the  rule  within  a  district, 
with  the  consent  of  the  employers  fxmctfned, 
that  no  one  should  obtain  work  imless  be 
was  a  member  of  a  tmicRi.  But  under  the 
Bill  as  it  has  been  amended,  it  would  be 
within  the  power  of  employers  to  weakoi 
and  to  gradually  destroy  the  unions,  and 
the  unions  would  be  imable  to  ccnnpel  their 
members  to  pay  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
organizaticm  which  obtained  reasmable  con- 
diticMis  for  them.  It  would  also  be  pos- 
sible for  employers  to  boycott  the  members 
of  unimis.  Although  the  Bill  ccntains  the 
provisicoi  that  no  one  is  to  be  disdiarged 
fron  his  employment  because  he  is  a 
ununist,  we  know  that  in  practice  that  pro- 
vialcm  oould  not  be  enfwced,  because  it 
could  not  be  proved  that  the  raaploy^  was 
discharged  for  that  reascxi.  We  cannot 
deny  the  employers  the  right  to  discharge 
workmen  who  do  not  suit  them,  and  there- 
fore they  would  be  able  to  n^e  excuses 
for  the  dismissal  of  unionists.  In  the 
electorate  which  I  represent,  it  has  been 
urged  in  the  leading  article  of  a  newspaper 
that  the  employers  should  refuse  to  engage 
any  member  of  the  Australian  Workers' 
Union. 

Mr,  Joseph  Cook. — ^To  what  newspaper 
does  the  honorable  member  refer  ? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— To  the  Bourke  Bmwtf 
of  the  loth  August,  r904.  The  writer  of 
the  article  says — 

We  now  advise  a  course  which  may  seem  drai- 
tic,  but  which  alone  can  be  effectual.  No  em- 
ployer should  give  employment  to  a  member  of 
the  Australian  Workers'  Union.  Let  the  himdreds 
of  union  men,  to  whom  the  union  is  their  God, 
look  to  their  union,  and  not  to  the  capitalist,  for 
work  and  wages,  for  food  and  clothes  for  them- 
selves and  their  families. 

Then  follows  a  good  deal  more  in  the 
same  tone.  That  was  written  just  after 
the  recent  New  South  Wales  electicms,  be- 
cause the  electors  insisted  on  returning  a 
labour  member. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Surely  no  (xie  takes 
any  notice  of  sudi  statemoits ! 

Mr.  SPENCE.— They  are  taken  notice 
of,  and  the  honorable  member  knows  it 
I  think  that  he  must  have  forgotten  a  great 
deal  of  his  trade  union  experience,  becuse 
these  practices  are  not  confined  to  any  one 
class  of  industry.     While  I  do  not  rank  all 
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employers  alike^  I  know  that  the  organiza- 
tioR  to  whidi  this  newspapn  appeals — the 
Fastoralists*  Union — ^practices  a  systematic 
boycott.  There  have  been  produced  in  this 
Chamber  the  official  papers  of  the  Queens- 
land branch  of  that  Union,  and  we  ha\'e  in 
our  possessicm  other  similar  docimients.  I 
ba\%  seen  its  official  circulars,  and  the  in- 
structions to  its  agents*  and  I  know  that 
a  boycott  is  worked  by  means  of  a  system 
of  registration;  which  is  made  compulsory 
upon  its  members,  with  a  view  to  weeding 
out  union  men.. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  —  Does  that  member 
believe  that  any  member  of  this  House  is 
in  sympathy  with  that  Kot  of  thing? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— What  is  the  use  of  sym- 
pathy, if  honorable  members  do  not  give 
effect  to  it  in  an  Act  of  Parliament  ?  What 
is  the  use  of  the  hcxiorable  monber  talking 
of  sympathy  with  labour,  when  he  prevents 
the  passinfi;  of  labour  laws? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  talking  humbug  now. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  am  stating  an  abso- 
lute fact. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  did  not  dispute 
the  honorable  member's  statement  of  fact, 
but  I  complained  of  his  unfair  criticism. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  do  not  think  that  the 
hmorable  member  understands  the  difference 
between  a  fact  and  an  insinuaticHL  The 
organization  to  which  this  newspaper  appeals 
carries  <xi  a  svstnnatic  boycott.  FrSably 
the  majority  of  its  members  decline  to  put 
it  into  force ;  but  those  who  choose  to  do  so 
use  the  machinery  that  is  provided. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — And  the  honorable 
member  wished  to  insinuate  that  I  am  in 
svmpathy  with  that  sort  of  thing. 
'  Mr.  SPENCE.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber is  not  in  sympathy  with  it,  he  should 
show  that  he  is  not.  I  charge  the  honor- 
able member  with  not  doing  so,  and  with 
voting  in  such  a  way  that  the  workers  can- 
not (^tain  a  law  which  is  necessary  for  their 
protectiwi. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  the  honorable 
member  says  is  pure  nonsense.  I  am  amazed 
at  his  unfairness- 
Mr.  SPENCE.— I  am  not  generally 
char;;ed  with  being  unfair.  The  honorable 
member  and  others  voted  for  an  amendment 
which  will  prevent  the  labour  organizations 
from  securing  protection  against  unfair  deal- 
ing and  injustice.  That  is  undeniable. 
Boycotting  is  no  new  method.  It  has  been 
worked  befoie  by  men  of  strong  prejudices. 
All  that  we  ask«l  was  that  the  Court  should 
have  power  to  grant  prefierences  if  it  dioae 


to  do  so.  The  |dirase  "  preference  to  union- 
ists "  is  really  a  misnomer.  What  is  de- 
sired is  protection  to  unionists,  and  protec- 
tion to  the  Act,  io  diat  it  may  be  dSfectively 
administered. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber's leader  said  that  it  was  not  intended 
to  give  this  preference,  except  to  majorities. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  honorable  member 
is  slow  to  admit  that  he  is  in  a  false  posi- 
tion. It  was  not  a  question  of  there  being 
a  majcnity,  but  of  proving  the  existence  erf 
a  majority.  I  have  already  explained  that ; 
it  is  not  my  fault  if  the  honorable  member 
cannot  understand  plain  English.  In  addi- 
ti(Hi  to  the  boycott,  which  the  emplc^ers  may 
use  if  thev  choose,  and  some  of  them  do  use 
it,  there  are  other  ways  in  which  they  can 
weaken  the  labour  unions.  It  is  a  very 
common  thing  in  America,  and  I  can  quote 
instances  of  it  hoe,  to  make  it  a  condition 
of  obtaining;  anployment  that  the  appli- 
cants shall  not  join  a  trade  union.  A  clause 
in  the  agreement  of  the  South  Australian 
Register  office,  for  1888,  with  compositors 
accepting  a  thirty-six  months'  oigagement, 
was  this — 

The  employee  shall  not  during  the  service  afore- 
«8id  be  or  biecome  a  member  of  the  South  Aus- 
tralian Typographical  Society,  or  any  of  a  simi- 
lar nature,  or  having  similar  objects. 

If  employers  choose  to  insist  upcxi  such  con- 
ditions, how  can  we  prevent  it,  unless  power 
is  ^iven  to  the  Court  to  give  preference  to 
unionists — that  is,  to  see  that  the  unionists 
get  fair  play?  I  need  not  dwell  on  tins 
matter,  Iwcause  I  have  spoken  upon  it  be- 
fore, and  I  know  that  it  is  hopeless  to  con- 
vert honorable  members  opposite  by  force 
of  logic. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber's statements  are  too  unfair  to  amvert 

anv  one. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  position  I  am  tak- 
ing is,  that  the  attitude  of  the  Government 
in  regard  to  the  Arbitration  Bill  is  suffi- 
cient to  condemn  them,  apart  from  their 
want  of  a  policy,  and  the  other  charges 
brought  against  them.  Although  honorable 
members  opposite  have  pretended  to  desire 
the  passing  of  a  measure  which  will  secure 
industrial  peace,  they  voted  for  an  amend- 
ment which  defeats  its  obfect,  merely  to  dis- 
place the  then  existing  Government,  and  to 
obtain  oflSce  themselves. 

Mr.  Sydney  Smith. — ^The  honorable  msm. 
ber  is  in  favour  of  the  Bill  as  it  stands,  with 
the  excepticxi  of  the  provisitm  in  dispute. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— No;  I  am  not.  There 
are  other  provisions  to  which  I  object  The 
late   Government    had   forced    upon  it 
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provisions  which  make  same  of  the  clauses 
of  the  Bill  imperfect,  and  which  I  should  not 
have  accepted.   Honorable  members  know 
that  when  a  Bill  is  in  Ccxnmittee,  those  in 
charge  of  it  are  sometimes  forced  to  accept 
amendments  in  which  they  do  not  believe. 
The  Watson  Administration  are  not  respon- 
sible for  such  amendments.    The  honorable 
member  for  Macquarie  is  one  of  those  who 
sought  everv  occasion  to  turn  that  Govern- 
ment out  of  office.    I  should  have  no  fault 
to  find  with  the  present  Administration,  if 
its  leader  had  defeated  the  Watson  Govern- 
ment by  a  straight-out  fight,  on  a  moticai  of 
censure.    If  he  had  dcxie  so,  die  present 
discussion  would  have  beofi  saved.  He, 
however,  took  advantage  of  a  difficulty  in 
connexion  with  a  most  important  measure, 
which  affects  the  well-being  and  the  living 
of  thousands  of  men  and  women,  who  have 
little  enough  to  live  on,  and  who  have  been 
waiting  for  a  long  time  for  a  Bill  which  will 
allow  of  the  peaceful  settlement  of  indus- 
trial   disputes    by    a    Justice    of  the 
High    Court,    in    order    to    defeat  the 
Watson    Government.     It    is   our  d4itv 
to   ascertain   whether  the  vote  by  which 
he  came  into  power  was  not   a  catch 
vote.     If  it  was  ei^'en  deliberately,  in 
cH-der  to  displace  the  then  Government, 
that  fact  will  be  seen  when  a  division  is 
taken  on  the  motion  now  before  the  House. 
Upon  a  previous  occasion  I  pointed  out 
that  the  declared  attitude  of  the  present 
Government  and  their   followers  is  anti- 
socialistic.     The  extraordinary  feature  of 
the  position  is  that  whilst  they  profess  to 
be  strong  opponents  of  Socialism,  the  only 
definitions  which  they  offer  of  that  term 
refer  to  reforms,  such  as  the  establishn^t 
of  a  co-operative  Commonwealth,  which 
may  possibly  be  accomplished  in  the  far 
distant  future.  The  Government  and  their 
supporters  do  not  attack  anything  which 
the  Labour  Party  has  done,  or  proposes  to 
dij  now,  but  they  condemn  something  which, 
according  to  their   own  wild  imaginings, 
may  occur  a  hundred  years  hence.  Consti- 
tutional government,  as  1  understand  the 
term,  means  that  at  certain  fixed  periods 
the  people  are  called  upon  to  choose  their 
Parliament.     We  have  a  democratic  form 
of  government — in  other   words,  Demos 
rules.     The  people  elect  their  members  of 
Parliament  upon  certain  definite  issues,  and 
send  them  here  to  give  effect  to  their  man- 
date.    Consequently,  the  business  of  Par- 
liament is  really  controlled  by  the  eTectors. 
For  the  Government  to  attack  conditions 
which  they  say  somebody  is  anxious  to 
Ur.  Sfeaee. 


establish  in  the  misty  future,  but  whidi  may 
never  be  established,  seems  to  me  a  most 
extracvdinary  positim  to  take  up.  They 
say  that  they  intend  to  combat  Socialism, 
and  yet  the  very  organizations  to  which 
they  are  appealing  to  fight  their  battle 
throughout  Australia  are  themiielves  nf  a 
socialistic  charactei. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  man- 
ber  has  raised  a  nice  little  bogey,  and  now 
he  should  knock  it  down. 

Mr.  SFENCE.— The  honorable  member 
for  Farramatta  is  chasing  a  mere  sbadov. 
The  statement  has  been  made  that  the 
labour  Party  intend  to  rob  en'erybody. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Who  said  that?  I 
am  amazed  at  the  honorable  member's  un- 
fairness.   He  is  absolutely  reckless. 

Mi.  SPENCE.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber would  remain  silent  he  would  not  get 
so  hopelessly  mixed.  The  Socialism  of 
which  we  have  heard  in  this  Chamber  is 
a  pure  myth.  The  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Wamxm  has  declared  that  the 
X^abour  Party  wi^  to  rob  the  farmer— 
to  confiscate  his  stock,  and  land»  and,  in- 
deed, all  his  worldly  possessions.  I  have 
no  desire  to  misiepresent  the  honorabk 
member  for  Farramatta. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  misrepresenting  me  all  the  time. 

Mr.  SPEXCE.— I  repeat  that  Socialism, 
as  defined  by  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Wannon,  means  the  con6sca- 
tion  of  all  the  farmei's  property. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Will  tTie  bomvable 
member  permit  me  to  ask  him  one  ques- 
tion? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber cannot  ask  a  question  at  this  stage. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  recognise  that  the 
honorable  member  must  be  unoMnfortablt 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  assure  the  bwi- 
orable  member  that  I  am  uncomfortable 
only  when  I  hear  him  make  such  unfair 
statements. 

Mr.   SPEXCE.— The    so-called  anti- 
socialistic  movement  outside  is  merely  an 
attempt  to  defeat  the  Labour  Party  by 
branding  its  members  as  Socialists.  The 
Federated  Employers'  Unirai,  the  Property 
Defence   League   and   other    bodies  are 
being     associated     for     that  purpose, 
and    the    Prime    Minister    has  declare*) 
himself    in    sympathy    with  their 
ject  s.     That    fact   connects    every  sup- 
porter of  the  Government  with  the  n»«- 
ment  in  question.    But  I  would  point  ou' 
that   one  of   the   meetine;$,    which  w3S 
held  at  Geelong,  concluded  by  adcing  the 

Digftjzed  by  Google 


Modon  of  Want      [22  Septekbek,  1904.]       of  ConfUence. 


4877 


io^ernment  for  a  grant  <rf  ;£i»ooo  to  enable 
le  producers  to  buy  compressed  fodder 
id  to  find  a  market  for  their  produce, 
bese  are  the  people  who  denounce  Social - 
m.  A  similar  gathering,  which  was  held 
:  Hay,  wound  up  by  adopting  resoluticms 
rging'  the  Government  to  pass  an  Irriga- 
on  Bill.  At  Adelaide,  too,  a  meeting  was 
;cently  held  to  form  an  organization  to 
jmbat  Socialism.  Every  other  considera- 
on  is  to  be  sunk  in  order  to  defeat  the 
abour  Party.    The  extraordinary  feature 

that  those  who  most  violently  denounce 
octalism  themselves  practise  it.  In  New 
outh  Wales,  the  followers  of  the  Govem- 
lent,  led  by  Mr.  Cairuthers,  have  asked 
)r  nearly  ;|^8,ooo,ooo  fjom  the  Public 
/^orks  Department  and,- strange  to  say,  the 
entleman  who  requested  the  biggest  sum, 
amely,  ^^i, 700,000,  was  the  honorable 
tember  for  New  England  who  is  a  strong 
idividualist.  He  .desired  that  a  railway 
lould  be  constructed  from  Guyra  to  Graf- 
>n.  As  the  brunt  of  the  attack  upon  the 
Government  has  hitherto  fallen  upon  the 
rime  Minister,  I  think  it  is  about  time  that 
little  Victorian  history  was  introduced  into 
:t±  debate.  In  this  connexion,  it  is  very 
.ngular  that  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
lustoms— who  is  "equal  in  all  things" 
ith  the  Prime  Minister — was,  when  Premier 
f  Victoria,  a  most  astounding  Socialist.  In 
is  address  at  Bairnsdale  he  submitted  a 
sry  socialistic  programme.  He  proposed 
)  find  money  for  housing  the  industrial 
asses,  and  advocated  the  granting  of  loans 
>  the  extent  of  60  per  cent,  upon  the  value 
f  the  securities  offered,  at  6  per  cent,  in- 
■lest,  with  a  fifteen  years'  currency.  He 
I. so  proposed  to  establish  old-age  p^sions, 
nrl  a  system  of  State-aided  insurance.  He 
ished  to  go  one  better  than  the  Labour 
arty.  He  further  advocated  technical 
Jucation  for  all  branches  of  industry.  Does 
e  still  believe  in  those  principles?  He 
ivored  the  establishment  of  dairy  farms, 
t  which  instruction  could  be  imparted  in 
le  best  methods  of  making  butter.  He  also 
romised  to  provide  the  people  with  inferior 
ind  at  5s.  per  acre,  and  proposed  to 
^mpulsorily  resume  it.  He  assured 
is  hearers  that  he  had  restmied 
o  acres  within  a  two-penny  tram  section, 
nd  established  a  settlement. 

Mr.  McLean. — And  a  very  good  settle- 
lent  it  is. 

Afr.  SPENCE. — This  is  the  programme 
lat  we  are  advocating,  and  yet  the  hwior- 
ble  gentleman  has  now  decided  that  his 
pecial  missicxi  in  life  is  to  keep  the  Labour 


Party  out  of  power,  in  order  to  prevent  these 
good  things  being  brought  about.  If  not, 
why  did  honorable  members  (^posite  put  us 
out  of  power  ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Why  does  the  hon- 
(Mrable  member  wish  to  put  the  honorable 
member  fot  Gippsland  out  of  power  when 
he  is  so  pronounced  a  Socialist? 

Mr.  Bamford.  —  Because  the  hGoorable 
gentleman  does  not  propose  to  do  those 
things  now. 

Mr.  SPENCE.  —  I  like  something  ap- 
proaching decency  and  honesty  in  politics, 
and  not  sham,  humbug,  and  hypocrisy.  I 
object  to  men  speaking  in  (xie  way  and  act- 
ing in  another.  I  object  to  their  saying 
that  these  things  are  not  socialistic,  while 
some  proposal  which  may  never  be  intro- 
duced is  Socialism.  The  co-operative 
C(nnmonwealth  and  such  things  are  not  be- 
fore us  now,  but  the  other  measures  to  which 
I  have  referred  are  before  us,  and  they  are 
distinctly  socialistic.  The  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Custrans  now  has  as  his  col- 
league the  "  star  **  of  the  company  opposite, 
whose  anti-socialistic  proclivities  lead  him 
to  support  private  enterprise  pure  and 
simple.  But  I  have  not  yet  exhausted  the 
honorable  gentleman's  programme:  He 
was  also  prepared  to  support  grain  eleva- 
tors for  loading  the  farmers'  grain,  and 
water  conservation  for  their  benefit.  All 
these  excellent  ideas  arc  distinctly  socialis- 
tic.^ I  wish  to  know,  and  I  think  we  are 
entitled  to  know,  where  honorable  gentle- 
men opposite  draw  the  line.  The  right  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan  has  carried  out  an 
ein^llent  sodalistic  scheme  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia. It  was  a  very  big  project  indeed, 
and  the  right  honorable  gentleman  deserves 
very  great  credit  for  having  the  courage  to 
enter  upon  it.  But  he  says  that  that  is  not 
Socialism.  It  is  time  these  honorable 
gentlemen  had  some  teaching  to  enable  them 
to  know  what  Socialism  is,  and  what  it  is 
not.  We  say  that  where  the  general  com- 
munity takes  up  an  enterprise,  or  in  a  cer- 
tain degree  gives  assistance  to  an  enterprise, 
that  is  State  Socialism.  It  may  be  limited 
according  to  circumstances,  but  it  is  all  a 
form  of  State  Socialism.  The  Minister 
of  Trade  and  Customs  was  cmsistrat  with 
his  advocacy  of  Socialism  when  he  went  in 
for  protecti(»i,  because  the  c^ject  of  pro- 
tection is  to  enable  people  to  carry  on  in- 
dustries here  by  giving  them  the  assistance 
of  protective  duties.  That  is  distin(^ly 
socialistic. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  - —  Is  the  honorable 
member  a  protectitmist  or  a  free-trader? 
We  are  coming  to  it  now. 
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Mr.  SPENCE.— The  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta  need  not  bcMber  himself 
about  that  I  hope  I  am  sc»nething  better 
than  either.  I  do  not  find  any  reference 
to  the  matter  in  the  speech  to  which  I  have 
referred,  but  I  have  been  told  that  the  pre- 
sent Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  al- 
though a  federalist  now,  was  in  the  past 
somewhat  opposed  to  Federation,  ot  the 
ground  that  it  would  probably  do  away  with 
the  Victorian  Stock  Tax.  The  honorable 
gentleman,  it  appears,,  would  rather  sacri- 
fice Federation  than  dO  away  with  the 
Stock  Tax.  I  h(^  that  his  association  at 
the  present  time  with  the  right  honorable 
gentleman,  who  is  going  to  bring  about  har- 
mcmious  relations  between  the  Federal  and 
States  Governments,  has  induced  him  to 
abandon  his  opposition  to  iFederatiwi,  and 
even  to  forget  all  about  the  Stock  Tax. 
However,  the  honorable  gentleman  is,  I 
think,  in  duty  bound  to  tell  the  House 
exactly  how  far  he  is  going,  and  how  far 
the  consent  of  his  partner  in  this  business, 
as  the  head  of  this  peculiar  Government, 
will  be  given  to  bring  about  complete 
Socialism. 

Mr.  McLean. — If  th^  honorable  member 
will  support  the  Government,  I  shall  be  pre- 
pared to  go  as  far  as  I  said  aa  the  occasion 
to  which  he  has  referred. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— How  can  I  support  the 
honorable  gentleman  and  the  Government  of 
which  he  is  a  member,  when  he  has  declared 
that  he  will  knock  the  Labour  Party  out  of 
existence  if  he  can,  and  when  I  know  that 
that  is  the  wily  party  which  h<»iestly  and 
openly  advocates  these  things?  The  mem- 
bers of  the  honorable  gentlrtnan's  party  say 
one  thing  and  do  another,  and  they  are  be- 
ing backed  up  by  a  party  outside  that  wants 
everything  socialistic  for  itself,  whilst  it 
denies  the  advantages  of  Socialism  to  everv- 
body  else.  The  honorable  gentleman  speaks 
of  the  Labour  Party  as  representing  a  sec- 
tion of  a  class.  I  presume!  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  means  that  the  wage-earning 
class,  the  artizans  who  work  for  an  em- 
ployer, are  not  to  have  their  share  of 
Socialism.  They  are  not  to  have  any  share 
in  socialistic  enterprises,  which  are  only  to 
be  proposed  for  the  benefit  of  the  men  on 
the  land.  I  shall  presently  have  something 
to  say  about  the  attitude  of  the  Govenunent 
to  the  men  on  the  land.  I  have  just  a  word 
or  two  to  say  about  another  anti- Socialist 
who  stood  for  the  Victorian  State;  Parlia- 
ment at  the  same  time  as  the  honorable 
member  for  Gippsland,  and  who  was  a  sup- 
porter of  that  hcxxu-able  member.    I  refer  ' 


I  to  thti  hcmorable  and  learned  member  for 
Wannoa  I  am  sorry  the  hraiorable  and 
learned  member  is  not  here,  but  I  shall  sav 
nothing  concerning  him  that  is  not  perfectiv 
fair.  I  desire  merely  to  show  bow  much 
deception  there  is  alx>ut  some  of  these 
honorable  gentlemen.  In  a  speech  de- 
livered at  Hamilton,  when  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Wan- 
non  ^ood  for  the  Victorian  State 
Parliament,  after  Federation  had  beei 
accomplished,  he  was  able  to  tell  the  elec- 
tors that  the  fiscal  issue  had  been  trans- 
ferred to  Federal  politics.  As  he  dealt 
with  the  matter  at  the  beginning  of  his 
address,  I  suppose  I  may  conclude  tb^  it 
represented  his  first  plank,  and  I  find  that 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  com- 
plained that  the  retiring  member  had  al- 
together neglected  local  requirements.  He 
had  not  hidi  enough  Government  mraier 
spent  in  the  district.  The  honorabre  antl 
learned  member  for  Wannon  was  going  to 
see  that  more  was  spent  in  futme.  The 
other  man  had  done  nothing,  and  he  knew 
that  he  would  be  able  to  do  a  great  deal 
more.  The  position  whidi  he  then  iock 
up  was  that  it  was  justifiable  to  grah  Go- 
vernment money  for  the  constituency;  but 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  is  now 
an  anti-socialist,  and  he  believes  <xily  in 
private  enterprise.  I  need  not  refer  to 
some  other  statements  whidi  must  ha^'e 
been  jocular,  because  the  honorable  and 
learnt  member  claimed  that  he  was  a 
liberal,  and  a  follower  of  "the  Liberal  Party. 
He  told  the  electors  that  he  had  the  sup- 
port of  Major  Reay,  with  whose  politics 
residents  of  Victoiia  are  well  acquainted. 
I  find  that  he  favoured  a  number  of  things 
which  were  advocated  by  the  bcmorable 
member  for  Gippsland.  For  instance,  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Wannon 
on  that  occasion  favoured  the  establishment 
of  State  dairies  in  agricultural  districts  as 
educati(Hial  institutions  in  which  the  people 
might  be  taught  to  make  good  butter- 
equal  to  the  Dutch  butter,  and  so  on.  That 
is,  no  doubt,  a  very  good  idea»  but  it  is 
distinctly  and  entirely  socialistia  There 
can  be  no  denying  that. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  is  the  use  of 
denying  it  ?  Would  the  honorable  memt-er 
accept  a  denial  if  he  got  it  ? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— But  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Wannon  is  now  de- 
nouncing Socialism.  He  said,  further,  that 
he  would  support  closer  settlement,  and 
advocated  the  resumption  of  the  large 
estates  around  Harailt<»i.    That  is  a  sodol- 
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tstic  proposal,  which  has  been  advocated 
by  the  Labour  Parties  in  the  States.  The 
honorable  and  learned  onember  then  favoured 
the  taking  awa;^  of  people's  land,  and  he 
is  now  denouncing,  with  all  his  powers  of 
iorectlve,  the  taking  away  of  land  from  its 
owners.    If  further  taxa^on  was  necessary, 
the  hcxiOTable  and  learned  member  said,  in 
repiv  to  a  questicm,  that  he  would  extend 
the  land  tax,  so  as  to  include  cities,  and 
to\yn&  What  about  taxing  the  poor  fanner  t 
He  also  advocated  old-age  pensions,  and 
that  is  decidedly  socialistic.    The  honorable 
and  learned   member   favoured  the  Fac- 
tories Act,   which   is  a  socialistic  mea- 
sure,  interfering  with  private  enterprise. 
He  favoured   an   eight-hours'    day  for 
railway    employ^,     and    he    said  he 
trould  compel   every   public  servarit  to 
insure  his  life     That,  again,  is  a  dis- 
tinctlv  sodalistic  proposal.    It  involves  in- 
terference with  individual  liberty,  and  the 
denial  of  the  right  of  a  man  to  do  as  he 
likes  with  his  own.     It  proposes  an  inter- 
ference with  men,  by  ccxnpelling  them  tu 
pay  a  portion  of  their  income  or  wages  for 
the  purpfKe  of  insuring  their  lives,  whether 
they  Hire  it  or  not.    These  proposals  are  en- 
tirely socialistic  This  only  shows  how  ridi- 
culous is  the  position  of  honorable  membeia 
who  claim  to  be  anti-socialist,  and  who 
mouth  about    Socialism,  when  thev  have 
themselves  professed  to  be  supporters  of  it 
to  the  fullest  extent  to  which  it  has.  so  far. 
been  advocated  by  the  Labour  Partv  in  anv 
State.    I  have  said  before  that  we  are  en- 
titled to  claim  to  fee  judged  upon  the  pro- 
posals we  put  forward,  and  not  upon  some- 
thing which  stwne  one  may  have  proposed, 
and  which  is  not,  and  may  never  be.  before 
us.   It  is  most  unfair  for  honor^le  mem- 
bers to  make  these  attacks  upon  a  erowine 
political  party.     If  they  desire  to  attack 
the  party,  they  should  do  so  in  an  honest 
way  on  its  policy.  Hcmorable  members,  who 
ha\'e  professed  to  attack  the  Labour  Party, 
because  of  its  socialistic  principles,  when  they 
have  themselves  advocated  those  princinles. 
are  guilty  of  cant  and  hypocrisy,  when  they 
talk  in  the  way  they  do.    The  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Wannon,  who  now 
so  strcmgly  denounces  all  State  interference, 
desires  inidividual  liberty,  and  believes  all 
interference  with  private  enterprise  to  be 
positively  wrong,  has  favoured  the  resump- 
tion of  land  held  by  private  owners  in  the 
district  which  he  represents.    In  that  dis- 
trict, there  exists  at  the  present  time,  I  sup- 
pose, one  of  the  most  crying  evils  in  ex- 
istence in  Australia,  in  the  fc»m  of  a 


monopoly  of  land.  I  propose  to  introduce 
here  a  little  more  detail  than  I  had  an  op- 
portunity of  doing,  when  I  spoke  previously. 
If  we  take  an  area  of  4,000  square  miles, 
of  the  western  portion  of  Victoria,  we 
shall  find  that  nine-tenths  of  it  is  owned  by 
sixty  families.  The  total  number  of  dwell- 
ings upon  it,  irKluding  tents,  is  1,285;  the 
total  population  of  the  area,  men,  women, 
and  children,  is  7,869.  According  to  the 
logic  of  honorable  members  who  do  not  be 
lieve  in  interference  with  private  enterprise, 
we  have  no  right  to  alter  that  state  of  af- 
fairs. The  owners  of  the  land  secured  il 
under  the  law,  and  according  to  the  people 
who  preach  private  enterprise,  it  is  thors 
to  do  as  they  like  with.  I  want  honorafaU 
members  to  be  aware  of  their  inconsistency, 
when  they  at  the  same  time  claim  that  that 
land  should  be  resumed.  Three  hundred 
and  sixty-two  miles  of  railway  run  through 
the  area,  and  chiefly  through  properties  in 
the  hands  of  forty  owners.  These  rail- 
ways cost  ;^3>7S3.ooo- 

Mr.  Bamford. — Is  this  in  the  electorate 
of  Wannon? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Some  of  the  area  tra- 
versed by  the  railway  is  in  that 
electorate.  It  is  in  the  Western  dis- 
trict where  the  good  rich  land  is  to  be 
found.  The  taxpayers  of  Victoria  have 
contributed  no  less  than  ;^3>753,ooo  to  en- 
hance the  value  of  the  property  held  by 
these  people.  Is  not  that  Socialism?  Are 
not  railways  a  socialistic  institution  in  the 
hands  of  the  State.  Thev  are  axistructed 
to  open  up  country,  and  yet  this  country  is 
monopoli^.  And  if  the  policv  of  those 
who  advocate  ncMi-interference  with  private 
enterprise  be  carried  out  fully,  we  cannot 
resume  one  of  those  estates  in  wder  that 
the  land  mav  be  put  to  its  proper  use.  Wa 
cannot  do  what  the  honoriU)le  and  learned 
member  for  Wannon  said  should  be  done, 
when  as  a  candidate  for  the  State  Parlia- 
ment of  Victoria  he  advocated  that  these 
lands  should  be  resumed,  in  order  that  men 
should  be  put  upon  them  instead  of  sheep. 
As  another  illustration  I  take  the  Hamp- 
den and  Mortlake  Shires,  an  area  of  1,845 
square  miles,  or  180,000  acres.  In  this 
district,  twenty  families  own  over  800,000 
acres.  The  shire  value  of  the  territory,  with 
alt  improvements,  amounts  to  ;£5,ooo,ooo. 
The  towns  of  Terang,  Camperdown,  and 
Mortlake  are  included  in  this  valuation. 
The  rates  amount  to  2,406,  or  to  about 
^d.  in  the  £.  These  shires  have  had 
;£4,ii2  from  the  State. 
Mr.  Baicford.— What  for? 
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Mr.  SPENCE.— For  the  purpose  of 
making  roads  to  enable  these  rich 
land-owners  to  get  their  produce  to 
market.  There  is,  in  this  district,  also  an 
illustration  of  what  every  one  in  Victoria 
knows  has  been  a  crying  evil  in  the  State 
for  many  years.  These  land-owners  have 
enclosed  roads,  covering  an  area  of  16,337 
acres,  for  which  they  have  paid  nothing. 
Their  fences  include  land  which  has  been 
surveyed  as  roads,  and  they  pay  nothing  for 
it.  These  p^sons  all  belong  to  the  anti- 
socialistic  crowd.  They  are  supporting  the 
present  Government. 

Mr.  McLean. — Does  not  the  honorable 
member  know  that  the  Labour  Party  in 
Victoria  has  always  oppost^d  proposals  to 
make  these  persons  pay  for  the  use  of  the 
roads.  Such  a  proposition  has  been  made 
on  several  occasions,  but  has  always  been 
opposed  by  members  of  the  Lalxnir  Party. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  Labour  Party  has 
never  been  strong  enough  in  Victoria  to  ac- 
complish any  great  reform. 

Mr.  McLean. — But  they  have  always 
opposed  such  a  proposal.  I  would  vote  to 
m^e  these  persons  pay  for  the  use  of  the 
roads. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — I  know  that  the  honor- 
able member  would,  but  I  am  anxious  to 
learn  whether  he  intends  to  stand  by  the 
policy  which  he  formerly  advocated.  Leav- 
ing out  towns,  over  three-fourths  of  this  area 
has  only  one  human  habitation  to  evelry 
seven  square  miles,  and  (miy  6}  per  cent, 
of  the  land  is  used  for  dairying.  These 
figures  are,  I  think,  of  sufficient  importance! 
to  be  brought  under  public  notice,  and  they  : 
may  induce  honorable  members  opposite  to 
recognise  the  inconsistency  of  their  position. 
In  the  counties  of  Dundas,  Follet,  Lowan, 
Normandy,  Villiers,  Heytesbury,  Ripon, 
and  Hampden,  2,960,000  acres  are  held  by 
thiee  companies,  and  105  individuals  or 
families. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Does  the  honorable 
member  think  that  this  has  anything  to  do 
with  the  motion? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  think  I  shall  be  able 
to  connect  these  statistics  with  the  motion, 
by  showing  that  they  constitute  a  reply  to 
those  who  say  that  Socialism  is  the  one 
thing  against  which  they  are  fighting. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  honorable 
member  can  connect  these  statistics  with  the 
motion  there  will  be  no  complaint. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  shall  do  so,  sir.  One- 
eighth  of  all  lirivately -owned  land  in 
western  VictMia  is  held  by  525  persons, 
1,240,000  acres  are  held  by  eighteen  per- 


sons, and  over  1,000,000  acres  by  eleven  in- 
dividuals. We  have  heard  some  honorable 
members  opposite  declare  that  they  are  in- 
dividualists, and  are  opposed  to  interfereiKe 
with  private  enterprise.  These  figures 
should  afford  them  food  for  refleirtion.  It 
may  be  said  that  the  Commonwealth  has  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  lands  of  the  States, 
but  it  has  been  urged  again  and  again  that 
the  Labour  Party  in  the  Federal  Parlia- 
ment, and  those  in  the  Parliaments  of  the 
States  are  controlled  by  the  same  organiza- 
tion, and  constitute  a  menace  to  the  well- 
being  of  the  CtMnmonwealth.  That  being 
so,  I  think  wc  are'  justified  in  showing  the 
inconsistency  of  Government  supporters  in 
attacking  us,  when  they  themselves  reallv 
support  the  policy  of  our  party.  When  th^* 
say  that  the  Labour  Party  is  inimical  to  the 
interests  of  the  Commonwealth^  they  are 
really  attacking  their  own  positim.  They 
declare  that  they  are  exposed  to  our  methods 
of  seeking  to  improve  the  conditions  of  the 
people;  but  they  must  definitely  declare 
whether  they  are  going  to  renounce  for  ever 
the  principles  which  thej'  advocated  bef(we 
they  joined  the  coalition.  They  must  say 
where  they  draw  the  line. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — We  say  that  we  are 
going  straight  on. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  leaders  of  the  Go- 
%-ernment  have  stated  that  they  are  opposed 
to  Socialism,  but  they  do  not  say  how  far 
they  will  go.  Every  honorable  ihember  on 
the  Govonment  side  who  has  yet  spol»D 
during  this  debate  has  intimated  that  he  is 
opposed  to  the  Labour  Party,  because  it  cot- 
sists  of  socialists.  We  do  not  deny  that 
we  are  socialists.  We  are  proud  to  say 
that  we  are,  but  we  certainly  deny  that  we 
have  ever  advocated  the  ridiculous  pro- 
posals attributed  to  us  and  to  socialistic 
writers  about  the  equal  division  of  property. 
No  true  socialist  has  ever  suggested  any- 
thing of  the!  kind.  Statements  of  this  char. 
acter  are  purely  mytliical.  They  are  some- 
times made  by  the  ignorant,  and  repeated 
as  jokes,  but  they  have  never  been  seriously 
put  before  the  people  by  the  Labour  Party. 
It  is  a  very  serious  thing  for  honorable 
members  to  make  such  chargeis  against  us, 
without  adducing  any  specific  fact  in  sup- 
port of  their  assertion.  I  desire  to  draw 
from  the  Government  scMne  definite  state- 
ment as  to  what  socialistic  enterprises  they 
favour  or  disfavour. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Does  the  honxable 
member  deny  that  any  socialistic  writer  has 
ever  advocated  the  ^Tisi(m  of  the  product 
equally  ? 
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Mr.  SPENCE.— That  is  not  the  point 
Honorable  members  have  charged  us 
with  a  desire  to  deprive  men  of  tl^  pro- 
perty, and  to  divide  it  amongst  the  people. 
The  leader  of  thci  Government  has  intimated 
that  his  policy  is  an  anti-socialistic  one,  and 
the  Sydney  Daily  Telegraph,  in  its  issue  of 
6th  inst.,  puts  the  position  of  the  Govern- 
ments very  clearly,  when  it  says  — 

The  GorenuDeat  hfts  not  come  to  bring  peace 
to  Socialism,  but  a  swoid,  and  unless  it  makes 
itself  felt  in  opposition  to  the  aims  of  the  Labour 
Party,  its  mission  will  totally  fail.  That  is  what 
the  fiscal  issue  haf  been  sunk  for,  and  why  a 
coalition  between  Mr.  Keid  and  Ut.  McLean 
has  become  tolerable. 

That  is  a  clear  statement  ma'de  by  a  leading 
newspaper,  which  champions  the  present 
Government.  In  thcfse  dicumstances  I 
hold  that  we  have  not  yet  heard  enough  -in 
regard  to  the  policy  of  the  Ministry. 

Mr.  Watson. — They  have  no  policy,  and 
no  remarks  to  offer. 

Mr.  SPENCE-.— The  members  of  an  Op- 
position must  naturally  be  (q)po8ed  to  a  (jO- 
vernment.  We  are  opposed  to  tne  Goreinment 
on  certain  groimds,  which  we  have  had  no 
hesitation  in'  stating.  The  Government 
say  that  they  are  opposed  to  us  on  certain 
grounds.  They  say  that  we  are  socialistic, 
but  they  do  not  give  us  any  full  insight 
into  their  policy.  We  term  ourselves  the 
Labour  Party,  and  put  a  definite  pro- 
giamme  before  the  people,  and  we  say  to 
the  Government,  "Tell  us  what  are  your 
objections  to  us." 

Mr.  McLeak. — We  are  not  endeavouring 
to  turn  the  Opposition  out.  If  we  were,  we 
should  state  our  objections  to  it. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — The  mission  of  the  Go- 
vernment is  wholly  against  the  Labour 
Party.  According  to  the  Sydney  Daily 
Telegraph,  thev  wish  to  prevent  anv  in- 
crease in  the  strength  and  power  of  the 
party.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  have  read 
of  more  Ministerial  statements  of  policy 
made  outside  than  we  have  been  favoured 
with  in  the  House.  I  have  brought  th«e 
statements  before  the  Government,  and  I 
ask  for  a  reply.  When  I  was  discussing,  a 
few  days  ago,  the  limited  and  shadowy  pro- 
gramme outlined  by  the  Prime  Minister,  in 
his  declaration  of  policy,  I  challenged  the 
Go\'emment  to  show  that  there  was  any 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  Labour  Tarty 
to  crush  any  section  of  the  ccmimunity,  and 
to  drive  men,  as  was  alleged,  into  the 
gutter.  The  Government  may,  or  may 
not,  have  a  majority,  but  thev  ^ould  make 
a  straight-out  honest  statement,  and  deal 
fairly  with  us.     Statements  should  not  be 
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bandied  about,  for  which  there  is  no  foun- 
dation. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^After  this.  I  shall 
never  say  anything  more. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Before  the  honorable 
member  leaves,  I  should  like  htm  to  listen 
to  one  short  quotation  that  I  intend  to  read 
He  had  something  to  say  last  night  about 
Socialism,  and  I  desire  him  to  hear  a  short 
extract  flora  a  very  excellent  address  de- 
livered recently  in  Sydney  by  Dr.  Mercer, 
Bishop  of  Tasmania,  on  the  socialistic  move- 
ment. I  do  not  laiow  whether  the  hon- 
orable member  has!  read  the  report  of  that 
address. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook, — I  have. 

Mr.  SPENCE— Then  he  must  see  that 
the  views  of  the  Bishop — who  certainly 
ought  to  be  accepted  as  an  authoritv  on 
questions  of  morals  and  ethics,  and  of 
the  religious  aspect  of  any  social  or  po- 
litical movement — are  entirely  at  variance 
with  those  which  he  has  enunciated.  Dr. 
Mercer,  in  dealing  with  the  socialistic 
movement  said  that — 

He  believed  that,  while  there  might  be  bad 
motives  in  it,  there  were  good  ones  at  the  bottom 
of  the  social  movement,  and  there  were  a  number 
of  educated  thinking  men  who  were  moved  with 
compnssion  for  the  multitude,  because  of  all  the 
sweating  and  miseries  of  slum  life.  He  tad 
had  eight  years'  experience  in  the  slums  oi 
XxmdoQ,  and  if  any  man  realized  the  enormous 
amount  of  sutTering  and  degradation  there  was 
among  members  of  the  human  race  at  the  present 
time,  if  he  had  any  sympathy  at  all  with  the 
Saviour  of  mankind  wliien  oe  looked  on  the  multi* 
tude  in  the  wilderness,  he  must  have  compassion 
on  them,  and  he  believed  that  there  was  at  the 
heart  of  the  socialistic  movement  of  the  preseat 
day  genuine  compassion  for  the  multitude,  and 
a  determination  to  raise  the  standard  of  life  for 
the  submerged  mass  of  the  race.  Then  there 
was  the  sense  of  brotherhood  to  be  found  in  the 
movement,  and  he  believed  in  that  brotherhood  of 
humanity,  and  that  they  were  increasingly  real- 
izing wha't  that  brotherhood  could  be,  because  of 
some  of  the  socialistic  ideas.  The  people  might 
be  long  in  working  them  out,  but  he  thought  they 
were  setting  them  ideals  towards  which  they  could 
work. 

That  is  but  a  very  short  extract  from  a  very 
excellent  address,  and  I  think  that  the 
sentiments  expressed  indicate  that  the 
Bishop  has  made  a  more  coirect  analysis 
of  the  socialistic  movement  than  has  the 
honorable  member. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  the  honorable 
member  call  that  which  he  has  read  an 
analysis  of  the  sodalistic  system?  . 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  have  merely  said  that 
the  address  was  an  excellent  one.  I  have 
not  said  that  it'  was  an  analysis  of  the 
socialistic  svstem. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber used  the  word  *'  analysis." 
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Mr.  SPENCE. — The  honorable  membei 
must  be  opposed  to  Socialism,  or  he  would 
not  associate  himself  with  the  party  which 
is  now  making  an  attadc  on  something  whidi 
it  tenns  Socialism.  The  wild  outcr)- 
against  Socialism  is  simply  a  bogy.  It 
has  been  raised  for  party  purposes.  Either 
it  is  a  case  of  ignorance  appealing  to  ignor- 
ance— because  the  declamatiwis  against  So- 
cialism, which  we  hear,  will  have  no  weight 
with  the  intelligent,  or  with  those  who  have 
paid  any  attentic»i  to  the  study  of  the 
social  questions — or  it  is  simply  a  cry  laised 
for  party  gains.  Having  nothing  else  to 
urge  against  the  Labour  Party,  our  op- 
ponents must  raise  this  bogey.  Other  per- 
sons have  raised  the  cry  of  "reform," 
knowing  that  it  is  a  good  word 
and  that  many  pec^le  have  no 
time  to  study  socialistic  questi(xia. 
The  statement  has  also  been  made  by  our 
opponents  that  we  are  going  to  rob  the 
farmers  of  their  land.  They  expect  to 
create  such  an  antagcmism  against  the 
Labour  Party  that  they  will  be  bound  to 
win  when  a  dissoluticm  takes  place. 
That  i«  the  plain  object  of  the 
coalition.  We  rejoice  that  they  have 
adopted  these  tactics.  It  is  the  best 
thing  that  oonld  happen  for  our  movement. 
The  strcmger  the  reactionary  parties  outside 
Parliament  fight,  the  more  successful  will 
the  Labour  Party  be.  We  are  on  solid 
ground,  and  put  forward  measures  which 
we  contend  are  practical.  It  is  not 
denied  by  the  Government  that  they  are 
practical.  They  have  offered  some  criticism 
on  the  (Hily  pro[»sai  which  we  have  put  f  ot- 
ward  that  seems  to  be  debatable  in  a  social- 
istic sense — the  tobacco  monopoly  proposal. 
With  diis  exoeptim,  they  advocate  every  one 
of  our  meuures  aiid  adopt  them  as  their 
owrL  Therefore,  their  present  tactics  are 
merely  an  attempt  to  appeal  to  the  preju- 
dice and  the  ignorance  of  the  people.  We 
are  not  afraid  of  that.  When  we  can  get 
the  people  to  anderstand  our  prpposals  we 
have  no  fear  that  we  secure  their  tftxp- 
port.  If,  as  honorable  members  opposite 
contend,  diey  wish  to  prevent  Socialism  and 
promote  private  enterprise  let  them  advo- 
cate the  selling  of  the  Government  railways 
and  the  putting  of  all  enterprise  of  XiaX 
description  in  the  hands  of  private  persons- 
As  we  have  now  reached  the  usual  hour  for 
adjournment,  will  tile  Government  ranaent 
to  my  continuing  my  speech  to-morrow? 

Mr.  McLean. — We  have  no  objection. 
Debate  adjourned. 

House  adjounud  at  10.33  p.m. 


iijouse  of  Erprcsnitatitocs. 

Friday^  23  September,  1904. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  10.30 
a.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

MOTION  OF  WANT  OF 
CONFIDENCE. 

Debate  resumed  f rom  2  2  nd  September 
i^ide  page  4883),  on  motion  by  Mr.  Wat- 
son— 

That  the  present  AdministratioB  docs  Dot  po»- 
sess  the  confidence  of  this  Honse. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling).— One  of  the 
issues  raised  in  connexion  with  this  motioii 
of  censure  is  that,  although  the  fiscal  ques- 
tion has  been  sunk  by  the  people,  a  move- 
ment is  being  made  to  raise  it  ag^n.  and 
I  wish  to  present  to  the  House  a  few  of  the 
reasons  why  there  is  an  objectioo  on  die 
part  of  the  Government  to  the  raisiz^  of 
it.  To  show  what  kind  of  friends  the  far- 
mers and  pastoraiists  will  have  in  the  pre- 
sent Administration  if  they  get  their  way,  I 
would  like  to  refer  to  what  happened  in 
my  own  electorate  just  prior  to  the  last 
elections.  I  was  opf>osed  by  a  single-taxer, 
a  gentleman  of  the  school  to  idiich  the 
honorable  members  for  Lang  and  New 
England,  and  some  others,  belong.  He 
took  the  trouble  to  go  all  the  way  from 
Mudgee  to  Sydney  to  hear  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  East  Sydney  state  the 
policy  of  the  Free-trade  Party,  and,  in 
presenting  his  case  to  the  electors,  no  doidit 
carefully  followed  the  right  honoraUe  gen- 
tleman and  the  official  organs  of  the  part), 
the  Sydney  Daily  Telegraph  and  the  Syd- 
ney Morning  Herald.  The  occupations  of 
the  people  in  my  elecu»ate,  although  some- 
what varied,  come  chiefly  under  the  three 
heads — pastocal,  farming,  and  mining  par- 
suits,  and  in  appealing  to  these  people  for 
st:^port,  he  denoiBiced  taxation  thm^  die 
Custcm  House  as  something  wicng.  But. 
as  revenue  was  necessary,  he  supported  a 
revenue  Tariff,  such  as  has  been  advocated 
both  here  and  on  the  hustings  by  the  leader 
of  the  Free-trade  Party.  He  wished 
to  levy  the  same  rate  of  duties  f»  all  ud- 
pcvtations.  What  that  rate  would  be  does 
not  matter  much  for  the  purposes  of  my 
argument,  but  I  think  that  Sir  William 
McMillan  has  stated  that  it  would  requiie 
an  average  duty  of  iftxKit  15  per  cent,  to 
raise  the  amount  of  revenue  necessat}'. 
He  would  therefwe  have  reduced  tb»e 
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duties  which  now  have  a  protective  inci-  \ 
dence,  and  would,  on  the  other  hand,  have 
placed  duties  w  articles  which  are  now  ad- 
mitted free.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see 
what  effect  that  would  have  upon  the 
people  in  the  country  districts.  Under  our 
TarifiF,  only  the  articles  which  are  specifically 
named  aze  subject  to  doty.  In  additioD 
to  those  articles  there  is  a  kog  list  of  ar- 
ticles specifically  exempted  from  dnty^  while 
ail  other  articles  not  mentioned  are  also 
admitted  duty  free.  As  a  matttf  of  fact, 
the  C<xnmonwealth  Tariff  has  about  the 
biggest  free  list  possessed  by  any  Tariff 
in  the  world,  and  contains  over  1,100  items 
in  its  list  of  exemptions.  I  therefore  fol- 
lowed my  opponent  round  the  electorate, 
and  piMnted  out  to  the  people  what  would 
be  effect  of  bis  proposal.  I  showed 
them  that  the  articles  which  they  mostly 
used  are  now  admitted  fre&  In  oonnexiGn 
with  pastoral  work,  shears,  shearing  ma- 
chinery, woolpacks,  oomsaclcs,  galvanized 
iron,  fencing  wire,  and  wire  netting,  are  all 
admitted  free;  while  the  farmers  are 
allowed  to  import  over  twenty  items  of 
fanning  machinery  free,  in  addition  to  the 
articles  which  I  have  named,  and  which 
they  use  in  common  with  the  pastoral - 
ists.  Furthermore,  household  commodities 
of  which  there  is  a  large  daily  consumption, 
such  as  tea  and  kerosene,  are  admitted 
free,  while  cotton  goods,  which  are  so 
greatly  used  for  the  clottung  of  families, 
pay  a  duty  of  only  5  per  cent. 
My  opponent  was  actively  supported  by  a 
canvasser  for  Messrs.  Paling  and  Ca,  of 
Sydney,  and  he  was  urging  upon  the 
electors  the  desirability  of  adopting  a  free- 
trade  policy,  such  as  that  advocated  by  the 
P  rime  Minister,  under  which  the  duty 
Avould  be  taken  off  pianos,  and  the  taxes 
upon  the  necessaries  of  life  increased.  The 
polity  of  the  Prime  Minister  is  to  re- 
duce the  duty  on  the  luxuries  of 
the  rich,  and  to  levy  imposts  upon  the 
necessaries  of  the  poor.  This  would  have 
been  a  very  good  policy  for  Messrs.  Paling 
and  Co.,  who  at  present  have  to  compel e 
with  a  local  manufacturer,  who  derives  a 
certain  amount  of  benefit  frwn  the  protec- 
tive Tariff.  Very  few  of  our  struggling 
settlers  are  in  a  position  to  afford  pianos, 
and  these  buy  only  one  piano  m  a 
life-time.  The  Prime  Minister  is  sinking  ' 
the  fiscal  issue  temporarily  only,  because 
he  has  made  no  secret  of  the  fact  that  both 
sides  are  to  keep  their  powder  dry,  and  to 
hold  themselves  pzepared  to  fight  the  fiscal 
questiffli  at  the  next  electiosL  Therefore, 
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after  having  obtained  the  co-operaticm  of  the 
alleged  protectionists,  the  free-traders  will 
endearaur  to  secure  the  introduction  of 
what  is  called  free-trade,  but  which  is  a 
mere  sham  and  a  humbug.  How  could  our 
settlers  be  benefited  by  the  introduction  of 
a  system  of  free-trade  which  would  require 
them  to  pay  higher  duties  upon  the  neces- 
saries of  life?  I  am  in  favour  of  allowing 
the  Tariff  to  stand  for  the  present,  because 
under  it  the  people  enjoy  a  certain  measure 
of  free-trade.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  have 
been  more  loyal  to  free-trade  principles 
than  have  some  of  those  honorable  members 
who  are  now  supporting  the  Government.  In 
connexion  with  the  question  of  preferential 
trade  with  Great  Britain,  the  honOTable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat  advocated  the 
raising  of  the  Tariff  against  the  foreigner, 
whilst  maintaining  the  present  duties  against 
Great  Britain.  The  Prime  Minister,  cn  the 
other  hand,  favoured  the  lowering  of  the 
Tariff  wall,  so  far  as  Great  Britain  was  con- 
cerned, ard  maintaining  it  against  the 
foreigner.  Therefore,  he  advocates  the 
adopticxi  of  a  protectionist  policy  against  the 
foreigners,  and  a  half-and-half  free-trade 
policy  towards  the  old  country.  I  would 
point  out,  however,  that  about  one-fourth  of 
our  imports  are  up«i  the  free  list,  and  that 
in  regard  to  the  articles  therein  enumerated 
we  might  g^ve  Great  Britain  all  the  prefer- 
ence necessary  if  we  were  to  impose  duties 
upon  impcMfts  from  foreign  countries.  The 
free  list  embraces  tocds  of  trade  and  a 
number  of  other  articles  which  can  be 
manufactured  in  England  as  well  as  else- 
where, and  it  seans  to  me  that  the  possi< 
bilities  of  adopting  the  preferential  prin- 
ciple in  connexion  with  this  section  of  our 
Tariff  -might  profitably  engage  the  atten- 
tion of  our  statesmen.  The  Prime  Min- 
ister has  boasted  that  in  New  South  Wales 
he  relieved  the  poor  of  some  of  their  bur- 
dens, and  placed  them  upon  the  shoulders 
of  the  rirh ;  and  I  think  that  he  misrht 
proceed  still  further  in  the  same  direction 
in  connexion  with  anv  contemplated  altera- 
tions of  the  Federal  Tariff.  I  do  not 
see  that  anv  objection  can  be  urged  against 
the  proposal  to  appoint  a  Tariff  Commis- 
sion. It  is  highly  desirable  that  we  should 
innuire  into  the  working  of  the  Tariff, 
with  a  view  to  remedying  any  defects,  and 
removing  anomalies.  The  appointment 
of  such  a  Commissicn  could  not  be  regarded 
as  committing  us  to  the  revival  of  the  fiscal 
issue.  So  far  as  I  am  aware,  the  only 
person  who  has  proposed  Tariff  revisi<m  is 
the  Prime  Minister  himself.     He  declared, 
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s(»ne  time  ago,  that  he  was  desirous  of 
lowering  duties  which  have  a  protective  in- 
cidence, with  a  view  to  imposing  an  equal 
duty  all  round. 

Mr.  Reid. — Has  the  honorable  member 
read  the  terms  of  the  alliance  to  which  he 
has  subscribed?  Do  not  the  words,  "In- 
cluding Tariff  revision,"  appear  there? 

Mr.  SPENCE. — It  is  merely  a  question 
of  degree.     If  we  deal  with  one  item  in 
the  Tariff  only,  that  may  or  may  not  be 
called  Tariff  revision.    The  words  to  which 
the  Prime  Minister  has  drawn  attention  do 
not  necessarily  imply  that  we  wish  to  re- 
open the  whole  of  the  Tariff  issue.     If  the 
questi<»i  of  preferential  trade  were  to  ripen 
— I  do  not  think  that  it  will,  within  the 
life  of  the  present  Parliament,  even  if  we 
avoid  a  dissolutimi — I  claim  that  we  should 
be  able  to  enter  into  arrangements  with  the 
mother  country  without  any  interference 
with  the  existing  Tariff.    Both  parties  to 
the  coalition  subscribe  to  the  idea  that  a 
preference  should  be  extended  to  British 
goods.     To  assure  our  producers  that  they 
would  be  benefited  by  the  imposition  of 
an  all-round  duty  of  15  per  cent,  is  simply 
to  attempt  to  deceive  them.   The  endeavour 
to  persuade  them  to  regard  the  Labour 
Party  as  their  enemies  is  also  prompted 
by  deceit  and  hypocrisy.      Arocxngst  hon- 
orable   members    who    sit    behind  the 
Government,     are    some    who  believe 
that  the  single  tax  is  a  panacea  for 
all  evils.     The  honcwable  member  for  Ne  v 
England  and  others  favour  that  doctrine, 
and  it  is  most  extraordinary,  therefore,  that 
they  should  join  in  a  denunciation  of  Social- 
ism,  The  adoption  of  the  single-tax,  which 
they  regard  as  the  solution  of  the  labour 
problem,  would  mean  that,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  community,  the  State  would 
receiw  the  whole  eoHiomic  rent  of  land. 
In  other  words,  all  the  unearned  increment 
would  be  appropriated  by  the  State  for  the 
general  good.    Can  we  conceive  of  a  more 
socialistic  proposal  than  that?    I  should 
like  to  ask  the  advocates  of  that  doctrine 
who  constitute  a  big  section  of  the  Minis- 
terial supporters,  and  who  are  continually 
telling  the  farmers  that  the  Labour  Party 
wish  to  steal  their  land,  what  they  would 
do  with  this  vast  revenue  when  it  had  been 
collected.    Those  who  have  bestowed  most 
attention  upon  the  matter  admit  that  they 
would  then  give  the  community  the  benefit 
of  free  railways.     Would  not  that  be  So- 
cialism? Where  is  the  difference?  I  repeat 
that  those  who  denounce  Socialism  most 
loudly  are  themselves  pronounced  Socialists, 


wily  they  choose  to  call  things  by  different 
names.     Personally,  I  have  no  faith  in 
mere  names — I  desire  to  get  at  realities. 
The  whole  of  the  Government  attack  upon 
the  Labour  Party  has  centred  around  the 
term  "  Sixialism."    It  is  a  bogy,  but  even 
bogies  exert  some  influence.    I  think  that 
I  clearly  demonstrated  last  night  that  the 
organizations  to  which  the  Government  are 
appealing  to  fight  their  battle  are  of  a  most 
reacti(»iary  character,  and  that  the;  repre- 
sent merely  a  class-^e  smallest  in  the 
Commonwealth — which   is  constantly  de- 
manding frcwn  the  Government  cfmcessions  | 
which  it  is  not  prepaied  to  extend  to  others. 
It  does  not  recognise  equal  rights  to  ever>'  | 
section  of  the  community.    The  members 
of  the  Labour  Party  receive  the  support  of  I 
the  wage-earning  class  chiefly,  because  their 
interests  in  the  past  have  been  neglected.  , 
We  are  here  to  definitely  voice  thai 
requirements,  and  chiefly  because  the  needs 
of   other    sectk»u    are    very  carefully 
studied    by    other    honorable  members. 
I  do  not  intend  to  touch  upon  the  destruc- 
tion of  industries  which  would  follow  the 
carrying  out  of  the  Government  policy, 
further  than  to  say  that  under  their  pro- 
posals we  should  not  have  either  a  free- 
trade  Tariff  or  a  protective  one.      A  so-  ' 
called  revenue  Tariff  would  be  noerely  a 
sham.     I  wish  to  show  what  the  Socialism 
that  we  advocate  really  means,  and  to  ap- 
peal to  honorable  members  opposite  to  gi\*e 
US  fair  play  in  view  of  the  necessity  to  do 
something  to  improve  the  welfare  of  so- 
ciety, and  I  use  the  term  in  its  broadest 
sense.      I    am    pleased    to    think  that 
we    have    at    last    entered    upon  the 
consideration    of    a    questicm    that  cer- 
tainly  constitutes   the   one   great  issue 
of    the    present  day— the    question  of 
how  to  improve  the  lot  of  all  classes.  The 
Socialism  which  we  believe  in  recognises 
that  the  present  social  system  is  running 
more  or  less  rapidly — rapidly,  I  think — in 
a  direction  in  whidh'  it  cannot  be  per- 
mitted to  continue.  Changes  must  be  made. 
I  shall  endeavour  to  show  that  the  develop- 
ments taking  place  in  all  phases  of  indus- 
trial life  among  the  civilized  naticaas  of  the 
world  are  in  toe  direction  of  collectivism. 
The  whole  industrial  movement  is  in  the 
direction  of  Socialism,  and  it  is  only  be- 
cause words  convey  different  meamngs  to 
different  minds  that  that  fact  is  not  recog- 
nised.   This  industrial  movement  towards 
Socialism  is  not  a  conscious  one.   It  is  not 
being  spedally  directed  by  Goveminents, 
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^abour  Parties,  or  Socialists.  The  de- 
elopment  of  the  socialistic  movement,  some 
phases  of  which  have  been  touched  on 
luring  the  debate,  is  the  result  of  an 
inalysis  on  the  part  of  the  people  of 
he  oxiditions  that  are  being  created 
)y  the  commercial  claues  and  by  others 
vho  are  antagonistic  to  labour  ideals, 
fust  as  we  find  strong  evidence  of  ap- 
)rovaI  of  socialistic  movements,  in  the 
}ractical  sense  of  the  term,  on  the  part  of 
he  present  Government,  so  we  find  an  evolu- 
ion  in  the  same  way  taking  place  through- 
)ut  the  industrial  life  of  the  civilized  world. 
it  is  too  late  for  honorable  members  oppo- 
ite  now  to  attempt  to  stem  the  flood.  We 
•all  upon  them  to  recognise  the  movement, 
ind  to  join  with  members  of  the  Labour 
i*arty  who,  perhaps,  have  obtained  a  fuller 
nsight  into  the  wretchedness  and  misery  of 
ife,  in  endeavouring,  so  far  as  possible  by 
egislation,  to  secure  better  conditions  for. 
lII  who  work,  whether  by  muscle  or  by 
>rain.  The  basis  of  modem  trade  and  pro- 
luction  is  simply  that  of  profit.  A  man 
rannot  employ  labour  unless  he  makes  a 
profit  on  it.  In  the  broad  sense  of  the  term 
here  are  only  two  economic  elements  to 
)e  ccHisidered,  land  and  labour.  Labour 
s  now  being  massed,  and  placed  under  cap- 
ains  of  industry.  The  individualist  is  dis- 
ippearinc  and  it  is  therefore  somewhat  sur- 
>rising  to  hear  some  honcnrable  memt>ers 
alk  so  freelv  about  the  necessity  to  protect 
he  rights  of  the  individual,  and  to  develop 
ndividual  power.  What  the  Socialists  con- 
end  is  that  the  existing  social  system  is 
lestructive  of  individuality.  The  masses 
ecocnise  that  the  employment  of  labour  de- 
)ends  upon  whether  the  employer  can  <nake 
profit  on  it,  and  that  the  measure  of  gain 
5  affected  by  factory  legislation  imposing 
ertain  condititxis  on  employers  of  labour, 
nd  hv  conciliation  and  arbitration  laws, 
fhich  have  a  very  important  bear- 
ng  in  that  respect  upcm  them. 
!'hey  recognise  that,  as  the  result  of  these 
onditions,  employers  are  interested  in 
eeping  men  out  of  work.  That  is 
most  remarkable  state  of  affairs.  It 
J  deplorable  that  men  who  control  vast  in- 
jrests  should  be  able  to  profit  by  the  misery 
f  their  fellow  beings — that  workers  should 
e  kept  out  ojf  employment  in  order  that  the 
Dst  of  production  may  be  kept  down.  But, 
:  men  remain  out  of  employment,  the  de- 
land  for  the  output  of  those  who  are  pro- 
ucing  for  a  profit  is  lessened.  If  the 
orkers  form  strong  trade  unicms,  and  be- 
)me   so  powerful  that  they  can  make 


demands  on  employers  for  conditions  which 
they  are  unable  to  meet,  the  employers  may 
close  down  their  works.  They  are  able  to 
stand  out  longer  than  their  workmen,  and 
in  that  way  may  practically  starve  them 
into  submission.  From  the  point  of  view 
of  self-interest  the  wt^kers  recognise  that 
this  is  not  a  desirable  state  of  affairs,  and 
they  say  that  the  only  proper  solution  of 
the  difficulty  is  for  them  to  provide  employ- 
ment for  themselves.  The  socialistic  move- 
ment, which  has  been  referred  to  as  hav* 
ing  for  its  object  a  cq-operative  Common- 
wealth, has  underlying  it  the  great  prin- 
ciple of  increased  co-operation  on  the  part 
of  the  people.  In  one  sense  we  are  a  co- 
operative people.  We  are  all  dependrat 
upon  one  another.  No  man  can  live  by 
himself,  and  of  all  classes  those  who  are 
called  indepradent  are  in  reality  the  most 
dependent.  They  oould  do  nothing  but  for 
the  labour  of  those  whcmi  they  would  not 
think  of  admitting  into  their  drawingroom. 
Some  of  them  would  not  even  be  able  to 
cook  a  meal  for  themselves  without  the 
labour  which  they  employ ;  they  would  die 
of  starvation  without  it,  and  yet  it  is  said 
that  they  are  independent.  That  is  a 
misleading  term.  Notwithstanding  all  this 
talk  of  individualism  on  the  part  of  cer- 
tain persons,  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  way 
in  which  men  are  forced  to  do  things  that 
they  do  not  want  to  da  By  way  of  illus- 
tration I  would  refer  to  an  incident  that 
occurred  recently  to  a  gentleman  associated 
with  an  anti- socialistic  organization  operat- 
ing more  particularly  in  this  State.  We  have 
heard  of  an  organization  called  the  Far- 
mers' and  Property  Owners'  League,  which 
is  giving  its  support  to  the  present  Govern- 
ment. That  league  has  in  its  employ- 
ment a  gentleman  named  Sievwright,  who 
has  been  carrying  on  the  work  of  organiza- 
tion. I  am  not  acquainted  with  him,  but  he 
seons  to  be  an  educated  man.  I  am  told 
that  he  is  a  solicitor,  and  yet  sudi  is  our 
social  system  that  this  intelligent,  edu- 
cated man  was  brought  before  a  court 
a  week  ago  and  cross-examined  as  to  wh^  he 
had  neglected  to  support  certain  relatives. 
I  regard  that  case  as  one  of  the  saddest 
pictures  and  most  striking  parodies  on  our 
present  social  system.  Here  is  a  gentleman  of 
education,  with  a  profession  by  means  of 
which  he  ought  to  be  able  to  do  well  for 
his  family ;  and  yet,  in  order  to  live,  he  has 
week  by  week  to  preadi  doctrines  which 
he  himself  must  feel  are  not  true.  Mr. 
Sievwright  will  be  expected  to  organize  the 
farmers  and  denounce  the  Labour  Party 
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as  the  enemy  of  the  producer — to  tell  the 
fanners  that  there  is  no  need  for  arbitra- 
tion laws,  and  that  (here  is  plenty  of  work 
for  everybody.  Personally,  I  think  it 
rather  ^sgraceful  that  there  should  be 
sach  exposures  in  connexion  with  old-age 
pensions.  We  hear  a  great  ncnse  ma.de 
about  the  inquisitorial  character  an  in- 
come tax,  and  yet  this  man  is  called  upon 
to  publicly  declare  the  fact  that  his  sisters 
are  unable  to  obtain  work,  that  his  daughter 
has  to  give  her  ser\-ices  for  half-a-crown  a 
week,  and  that  his  brother  worktf  in  a  soli- 
citor's office  for  a  wage  of  30s.  All  this  is 
an  absolute  travesty  on  our  present  social 
system.  We  hear  much  prating  about  indi- 
vidualism, but  what  do  we  observe,  for  in- 
stance, in  connexicm  with  our  leading  news- 
papers and  the  press  generally  ?  ^ime  of 
the  best  brains  are  engaged  in  advocating 
in  the  columns  of  the  newspapers  doctrines 
and  poiidesl  in  which  they  do  not  believe. 
What  chance  is  there  to  develop  and  main- 
tain individualism  when,  in  the  mere 
struggle  for  bread  and  butter,  a  man  is 
forced  to  do  that  which  is  revolting  to 
him?  I  know  reporters  and  others  con- 
nected with  the  press  who  have  to  earn 
their  crust  by  writing  what  to  them  is  per- 
sonally unpalatable,  and  who  feel  that  what 
they  do  is  not  honest.  Surely  there  is 
something  in  the  idea  of  Socialism,  if  by 
that  means  such  a  state  of  things  may 
be  altered  so  that  every  one  may 
have  a  chance  to  do  the  work  for  which 
he  is  most  fitted,  and  thus  lead  to  the 
better  industrial  organization  of  society.  At 
present  people  have  to  select  occupations, 
not  from  choice,  but  from  force ;  every 
father  of  a  family  knows  that  in  seeking 
openings  for  his  sons  and  daughters,  he  can- 
not' always  find  the  industry  or  trade  for 
which  they  are  most  suited.  I  should  like 
to  remind  honorable  members  of  the  posi- 
tion in  our  great  manufacturing  industries 
where  men  and  women  become  simply  parts 
of  the  machinery.  Where,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, is  the  room  for  the  detelop- 
ment  of  individual  liberty  ?  Where  is  there 
room  for  private  enterprise?  "Private 
enterprise"  is  another  favourite  parrot  cry 
of  those  who  have  no  knowledge  of  its  true 
meaning ;  they  cannot  realize  that  for  enter- 
prise of  the  kind  there  is  no  opening  when 
each  mechanic  is  forcibly  fitted  into  a  groove. 
Where  is  the  room  for  private  enterprise 
in  the  case  of  the  coal  miner,  who  has  to 
produce  at  so  much  per  ton,  knowing  that 
the  harder  he  works  the  less  chance  there 
will  be  of  continued  employment?   Sudi  a 

Mr.  Sfenei. 


man  is  forced  and  driven,  and  his  positicn 
can  oaly  be  described  as  cme  of  wage  sla- 
very. In  every  industrial  branch  of  life 
similar  conditions  prevail.  Men  know  that 
the  harder  tbey  work,  and  the  more  tbey 
produoe,  the  more  they  are  depriving  their 
fellows  of  employment.  There  is  a  cry  of 
denunciation  u  sudt  men  do  not  wcvk  bard 
enough;  we  hear  ccmplaints  q£  what  is 
called  the  *'Ca-Canny"  systan  in  English 
trade  unioniBn.  Wluit  is  the  object  of  this 
dmunciatkm  ?  It  is  to  allow  some  few  per- 
sons to  become  rich.  Where  is  the  gain? 
Professor  Warren  tells  us  in  his  interesting 
study  of  the  subject — 

lainfficientljr  and  poorly-paid  emploTment  i» 
the  greatest  single  eanie  of  degeaeracyr 

We  hear  honorable  members  speaking  of 
paying  men  according  to  what  they  can 
earn;  and  yet  we  already  have  conditions 
of  life  in  which  adults  and  children  are  in- 
suificiently  fed,  and  even  then  on  adul- 
terated food.  And  then  because  these 
poor  people  have  no  possible  chance  of  de- 
wlopmg  physically  or  mentally,  so  as  to 
bold  their  own  with  the  strcmger,  they  are 
punished  by  being  told  that  they  shall  re- 
ceive only  what  they  are  able  to  earn.  That 
is  a  great  blot  on  the  system  which  honor- 
able members  c^posite  favour,  and  desiie 
to  maintain.  Have  those  honorable  mem- 
bers ever  really  studied  the  matter.  As 
Henschell  says — 

To  allow  a  claw  of  societjr  to  live  m  idlnris 
and  wax  f^t  on  the  degradation  and  demoralizi- 
tion  of  their  fellow-men  aeems  to  me  to  be  little 
less  than  a  crime  perpetuated  by  society,  and  3D 
evil  in  the  sight  of  God. 

That  is  a  statement  by  a  great  thinker  ; 
and  I  have  other  quotations  which  I  ha^i' 
been  careful  to  make  from  the  writings  of 
those  who  are  not  associated  with  the  Latx-ur 
Party,  but  are  observers  and  students,  whose 
writings  I  commsid  to  those  concerned  in 
the  great  attack  on  a  movement  which  is 
undoubtedly  coming,  but  which  is  very  muHi 
misunderstood.  The  present  system  only 
tends  to  build  up  an  idle  rich  class,  with  a 
sweated  poor  at  the  other  end  of  socien. 
One  of  the  great  evils,  probably  the  gre.it- 
est,  is  the  moral  degradation  which  inevit- 
ably follows.  Then  there  has  to  be  takfTi 
into  account  the  further  result  of  the 
destruction  of  human  life,  and  also  the 
class  hatred  bred  of  the  class  feeling  in- 
separable frcKtt  present  conditions.  I  think 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  suggesti\'eness  in 
a  short  quotation  which  I  wish  to  make 
frcxn  Dr.  Edward  Caird,  in  his  presidential 
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address  to  the  Ethical  Society  of  England  a 
short  time  aga  Dr.  Caird  said — 

As  a  class,  men  of  culture  are  not  io  much  dan- 
ger of  being  possessed  by  a  frantic  love  of  evit 
a.nd  hatred  of  good,  but  sometimes  they  are  in 
dajjger  of  losing  a  belief  in  the  greatness  of  the 
issues  of  existence  which  are  hid  under  its  little- 
ness, and  in  the  worth  of  every  human  life  in 
spite  of  the  triviality  and  meanness  of  its  appear- 
ance. 

That  is  the  petition  of  which  the  Labour 
Party  ccxnplain — that  there  is  not  enough 
thought  given  to  those  numerous  individuals 
who  are,  to  some  eztoi^  lost  sight  of,  and 
are  treated,  perhaps,  as  we  are  all,  frcnn 
want  of  thought,  inclined  to  treat  those 
with  whom  we  are  not  brought  in  close  con- 
tact. We  read  of  thousands  slain  in  a  great 
battle,  but  we  cannot  bring  ourselves  into 
close  enough  sympathy  with  the  afflicted  to 
realize  what  that  slaughter  means  to  the 
many  friends  and  relatives  of  the  combatants. 
And  so  in  the  industrial  struggle ;  the  idle 
rich  follow  a  butterfly  existence,  their  wives 
often  regarding  it  as  rather  desirable  that 
they  should  have  a  chance  of  exercising 
charity,  so  that  thw  may  get  credit  as 
philanthropists  amongst  those  unfortunate 
people  through  whom,  and  by  whose  work 
and  energies,  their  wealth  has  been  ob- 
tained. I  should  like  to  read  another  quo- 
tation on  the  same  line  of  thought  by  Prince 
Kraootkin,  and  in  which  I  think  he  voices 
the  feeling  of  the  workers.    He  says — 

Where,  then,  are  these  young  people  who  have 
been  taught  at  our  expense  ?  These  youths  whom 
we  fed  and  clothed  while  they  studied?  Where 
are  those  for  whoin,  our  bans  bent  double  be- 
neath our  burdens  and  our  bellies  empty,  we  have 
built  these  houses,  these  colleges,  these  lecture- 
rooms,  these  museums?  Where  are  the  men  for  . 
whose  benefit  we,  with  our  pale,  worn  faces,  have  . 
printed  these  fine  books,  most  of  which  we  can- 
not even  read  ?  Where  are  they,  these  professors 
who  claim  to  possess  the  science  of  mankind,  and 
for  whom  humanity  itself  is  not  worth  a  rate 
caterpillar?  Where  are  the  men  who  are  ever 
speaking  in  praise  of  liberty,  and  never  think  to 
cnampion  our  freedom,  trampled  as  it  is  each  day 
beneath  their  feet?  Where  are  they,  these  writers 
and  poets,  these  painters  and  sculptors?  Where, 
in  a  word,  is  the  whole  gang  of  hypocrites  who 
speak  of  the  People  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  but 
never,  by  any  cuttce,  find  themseWei  among  ns 
helping  in  our  laborious  work? 

We  say  that  that  very  fine  quotation  voices 
feelings  of  which  we  may  not  be  always 
conscious,  which  are  not  always  given 
utterance  to  so  clearly,  but  which  are 
always  present  Class  feeling  and  hatred 
are  expressed  in  those  bunnng  words.  There 
is  discontent  and  dissatisfacticxi,  ant)  it 
must  find  an  outlet  if  no  improvement  is 
made.    But  in  this  more  or  less  intelligent 


age  we  must  have  scwne  improvement.  In 
dealing  with  the  relations  of  the  capitalistic 
class  with  the  worker,  what  is  said  by  the 
organizer  and  mouth-piece  of  the  Federated 
Employers'  Union?  We  have  beard  manv 
quotations  of  what  T<nn  Mann  has  said, 
and  a  great  fuss  has  been  made  atx)ut  his 
\'iews.  I  am  glad  that  people  are  taking 
a  note  of  what  Tom  Mann  has  said.  We 
on  this  side  are  charged  with  responsibility 
for  every  word  he  has  uttered.  I  do  not 
know  whether  every  h(morable  monber  in 
this  House  would  like  to  be  held  always  re- 
sponsible for  every  sentence  he  utters,  it 
may  be  under  some  little  excitement,  but 
we  are  told  that  we  must  be  respmsible  for 
all  the  sayings  of  Tom  Mann.  We  are  pre- 
pared to  stand  by  him  too,  ios  that  matter. 
But  will  h(»)orable  members  on  the  other 
side  stand  by  their  organizer  and  take  all 
responsribility  for  the  utterances  of  Mr. 
Walpole,  who  is  reported  in  the  LilydaU 
Express  of  i8th  April,  1902,  to  have  said 
that— 

Marriage  was  a  luxury  for  the  workers  as  were 
also  "  long  sleevers,"  attending  theatres  and 
the  like,  and  it  was  not  fair  to  compel  employers 
to  pay  for  these  things. 

That  is  economically  unsound,  but  it  is  the 
teaching  of '  these  people,  and  it  is  what 
they  believe.  They  have  not  yet  realized 
that  they  are  not  paying  the  workers.  They 
do  not  pay  any  man  imless  they  make  a 
profit  out  of  his  labour.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  labour  pays  itself.  Henry  George, 
of  whom  there  are  some  students  on  the 
other  side,  many  years  ago  made  it  clear 
that  labour  pays  its  own  wages. 

Mr.  Bamford. — Did  not  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Wannon  read  a 
letter  from  a  clergyman  saying  that  Mr. 
Walpole  did  not  make  the  statement  attri- 
buted to  him? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— No;  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  only  said  that  he  had  sudi 
a  letter;  he  did  not  read  it 

Mr.  Page. — ^Who  was  it  said  that — Tom 
Mann? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— No.  Mr.  Walpole,  a 
man  who  gets  a  very  big  salary  for  pro- 
pagating doctrines  of  thi^s  kind.  He  is  the 
mouth-piece  of  the  Employers^  Union,  the 
members  of  which  are  the  backers  of  the 
present  Government  The  Government  is, 
therefore,  respoisible  in  a  soise  for  the 
utterances  of  Mr.  Walpole.  That  is  fair 
logic  and  good  reasoning.  If  we  are  to  be 
responsible  for  what  Tom  Mann  says,  and 
for  the  writings  and  sayings  of  the  wildest 
and  onost  extreme  Socialists  and  anarchists 
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in  any  part  of  the  world,  surely  the  Go- 
vernment can  stand  by  Mr.  Walpole? 

Mr.  McDonald. — Is  this  the  same  Mr. 
Walpole  who  was  on  the  platform  with  the 
Prime  Minister  a  little  time  ago? 

Mr.  SPENCE. — The  same  gentleman. 
This  is  the  Government  mouth-piece.  This 
is  the  agitator  who,  together  with  Mr.  Siev- 
wright  and  others,  as  the  organizations  are 
able  to  raise  funds  to  pay  them,  is  going 
round  to  educate  the  community.  The  most 
extreme  labour  man  and  the  most  extreme 
Socialist  in  Australia  would  not  say  any- 
thing resembling  that  which  Mr.  Walpole 
said.  This  man  holds  that  marriage,  as 
well  as  Icmg-sleevers  and  theatres,  is  a 
luxury,  and  that  working  men  should  not 
have'  any  of  these  things.  Of  course, 
they  should  not.  They  should  not 
be  other  than  slaves.  We  say  that 
they  are  slaves.  I  believe  that  Aristotle 
gave  expressi(Hi  to  a  great  truth  when  he 
said  that  the  working  classes  would  always 
be  slaves  until  machinery  did  the  work. 
Our  attitude,  in  contradistinctiwi  to  that 
assumed  by  Mr.  Walpole,  may  be  stated  in 
various  ways,  but  I  quote  a  few  words  used 
bv  Archdeacon  Wilson,  who  states  it  verv 
well— 

We  must  press  forward  the  popularization  of 
the  ideal  of  making  human  beings  the  supreme 
aim  of  our  nation. 

The  members  of  the  Federated  Employers' 
Union  are  opposed  to  that.  They  favour 
individualism,  the  development  of  private 
enterprise,  non-interference  by  the  State; 
and  profit-making  is  their  sole  omsideration. 
The  honorable  member  for  Parramatta  made 
reference  to  some  great  law.  By  interjec- 
tion I  asked  the  honorable  gentleman 
what  law  he  meant.  He  did  not 
reply,  but  I  presume  that  the  great  law 
to  which  he  referred  is  one  with  which 
people  of  his  school  of  thought  have  always 
associated  themselves.  They  call  it  "the 
law  of  supply  and  demand."'  These  people 
have  a  set  of  phrases  which  they  have  re- 
peated for  a  century.  I  do  not  suppose  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta  is  a 
century  old,  but  his  are  ideas  which  were 
held  a  century  ago,  and  the  honorable  mem- 
ber has  practically  stopped  there.  It  re- 
quires but  five  minutes'  reflection  to  enable 
honorable  members  to  perceive  that  private 
enterprise  is  interfered  with  in  almost  every 
way  already,  and  that  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  persons  being  allowed  to  do  as  they  like. 
If  they  were,  the  social  state  would  be 
one  of  pure  anarchy.  I  say  that  our  one 
great  aim  is  the  development  of  the  indivi- 
dual, the  human  being.     The  nation  is  a 


nation  of  men  and  women.     I  imderstaod 
that  the  statement  to  which  I  have  referred 
as  having  been  made  by  Mr-  Walpcde  was 
made  in  reply  to  a  vote  of  thanks,  moved  by 
a  clergyman.     I  presume  the  clergyman  ex- 
pressed swne  approval  of  what  Mr.  Walpole 
had  said,  and  I  suppose  be    now  feds 
called  upm  to  scxne  extent  to  stand  bj  what 
was  said  in  reply  to  his  vote  of  thanks.  Mr. 
Walpole  did  but  give  expression  to  what 
others  who  think  in  the  same  way  have  not 
the  courage  to  say.    Men  of  this  class  be- 
lieve in  mm-interference  with  the  law  of 
supply  and  demand,  because  if  that  law  is 
not  interfered  with  they  will  be  able  to  secure 
very  cheap  slaves,  and  in  their  owm  short 
li\'es  they  may  become  very  rich.    I  do  not 
caie  to  follow  a  certain  line  of  argiunent  at 
great  length,  or  I  might  show  that  riches 
themselves  take  wings  and  fly  when  more 
powerful  competitors  succeed  in  crushing 
out  those  who  possess  thefm.    A  recent  re- 
turn of  insolvencies  in  the  United  States  of 
America  show  that  insolvents  in  that  country 
in  one  year  had  failed  for  j^i7,ooo,ooo.  But 
that  is  nothing  at  all  compared  with  what 
we  can  do  in  Victoria.  In  this  great  progres- 
sive State  insoU-ents  in  cme  year  have  failed 
for  ;^3,ooo,ooo,  ;^4,ooo,ooo,  ;£5,ooo,ooo, 
and  in  the  boom  time  for  no  less  than 
;£8,ooo,ooo.     Against    failures    in  the 
United     States      to      the     extent  of 
;£i7,ooo,ooo  in  a  population  of  75.ooo.oco, 
we   ha\'e    had    failures    in    this  State, 
with   a   population   of    1,000,000,  to  the 
extent  of  ;^8, 000,000.    It  is  clear  that  we 
can  beat  the  Americans  at  going  insolvent 
These  figures  show  that  private  enterprise 
does  not  always  result  in  success.    Of  ten 
people  embarking  in  business,  three  may 
fail  utterly,  four  or  five  may  struggle  aloig 
making  a  bare  living,  and  one  or  two  may 
make  a  fortune.    A  very  wise  and  sugges- 
tive thing  was  said  by  Cicero — 

One  thing  ought  to  be  aimed  at  by  men,  and 
the  interest  of  each  individual  and  all  collec- 
tively should  be  the  same,  for  if  each  ihould 
graip  at  his  individual  interests  all  human  society 
would  be  dissolved. 

That  was  said  a  long  time  ago,  but  the  truth 
of  it  will  be  evident  to  every  one.  Unless 
we  consider  the  interests  of  each  and  all. 
society  must  fail.  The  members  of  society 
must  be  studied  entirely  frcm  the  collective 
stand-point.  Men  and  women  must  be 
continuallv  considered  fron  that  stand- 
point. Only  by  so  conridering  them,  can 
we  afford  an  opportunity  for  individual 
de\elopment  on  the  best  lines.  To  do 
otherwise  is  to  permit  a  sys^  under 
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vhich  greed  U  allowed  to  work  injury  and 
njustice  to  the  great  mass  of  the  commu- 
lity.  Thomas  Carlyle,  the  great  thinker, 
aid — 

This  that  they  call  the  organization  of  labour  is 
he  universal  vital  probleni  of  the  world.  It  is  the 
>roblein  of  the  whole  future  for  all  who  will  in 
uture  pretend  to  govern  men. 

^  commend  that  saying  of  the  old  prophet 
a  the  present  Government  for  their  careful 
ronsideration — the  organization  of  labour 
s  the  universal  and  vital  problem.    It  is 
he  one  problem  which  isf  looming  large  in 
onnexion  with  the  foundation  work  of  this 
;reai  Commonwealth.      But,  apparently, 
he  supporters  of  this  Government  have 
omething  to  learn  as  to  what  that  organi- 
ation  means.    Socialists  say  that  the  move- 
lent  referred  to  is  the  organizatum  of  so- 
iety  as  a  whole,  guided  by  Government; 
hat  is  to  say,  that  the  evils  of  industrial 
volution,  which  become  every  day  more 
nd  more  apparent  to  every  thoughtful  and 
bserving  person,  must  be  removed,  and 
!iat  certain  changes  must  be  introduced  by 
^gislation  that  will  permit  of  social  evolu- 
ton  on  healthy  lines.    It  is  because  we 
ecognise  the  course  of  this  evoluticm  that 
le  Socialist  movement  has  arisen.    It  is 
ecause  the  founder^  of  that  movement 
ave  studied  it,  and  know  the  direction  in 
'hich  it  is  going,  that  they  have  become 
'Ocialists.      They  are  the  only  body  of 
eople  in  the  world  who  have  a  solution  id 
ffer,  which  they  claim  to  be  j>ractical  in 
onnexion  with  these  great  problems.  I 
dmit  that  there  are  Socialists — in  New 
iouth  Wales,  for  instance,  we  have  the 
Lustraltan  Socialists'  League — who  wish  to 
ave  great  reforms  brought  about  quickly, 
'hey  wish  to  have  them  effected  by  Act  ot 
'arliament — ^in  a  day.     But  those  are 
Etremists.     They  are  really  against  us. 
'hey  make  attacks  upon  the  Labour  Party, 
'hey  oppose  us  at  the  electicms.   They  run 
indidates  who  generally  forfeit  their  de- 
osits.     But  they  are  not  discouraged  by 
lat,  and  run  them  again.    I  think  that 
ne  Socialist  candidate  of  this^  school  in 
Tew  South  Wales  received  nine  votes  in 
labour  constituency.    That  fact  shows 
hat   strength  there  is  behind  their  pro- 
osals.    That  is  the  answer  which  I  give  to 
lose  who  twit  us  with  holding  the  extreme 
iews  of  the  Socialists  to  whom  I  have  re- 
?rred.   '  Those  honorable  members  take 
irtain    propositicms   enunciated  by  such 
ocialiists,  and  which  agree  to  some  extent 
ith    the   principles   of   more  moderate 
ocialists,    who    do    not    want  reforms 


to  be  effected  quite  so  quickly,  and 
accuse  the  moderates  of  holding  the  opinions 
of  the  extremists.  The  healthier  class  of 
Socialists,  of  whom  there  are  many,  recog- 
nise that  the  only  trend  of  events  which  is 
likely  to  lead  to  beneficial  results  is  that 
which  would  allow  matters  to  develop 
themselves  steadily  and  slowly,  making 
changes  in  our  law  which  would  at  the 
same  time  afford  an  opening  for  further 
developments  on  right  and  healthy  lines.  I 
desire  to  make  a  few  quotations  to  show 
that  there  is  a  justification  for  certain  of 
the  claims  which  we  put  forward  in  support 
of  a  position  which  will  have  to  be  faced 
very  shortly.  They  will  show  that  our  views 
are  not  merely  abstract,  and  will  also  indi- 
cate to  what  an  extent  advairced  opinions 
have  been  uttered  hy  leading  men,  great 
thinkers,  who  in  their  day  were  strongly 
denounced  as  being  extremists,  and  as 
enunciating  doctrines  which  were  destiuc- 
tive  of  the  rights  of  property.  Let  me 
show  what  extreme  things  have  been  said 
by  some  great  writers  even  within  a  recent 
period.   Henry  George  said — 

This  thing  is  absolutely  certain  ;  private  pro- 
perty in  land  blocks  the  way  of  advancing  civi* 
lization.  The  two  cannot  long  co-exist.  Either 
private  property  in  land  must  be  abolished,  or, 
as  has  happened  again  and  again  in  the  history 
of  mankind,  civilization  must  turn  back  in 
anarchy  and  bloodshed. 

One  could  hardly  have  a  stronger  state- 
ment than  that.  Professor  F.  W.  Newman 
said — 

To  make  away  into  mercenary  hands  as  an 
article  of  trade  the  whole  solid  area  on  which  a 
nation  lives  is  astonishing  as  an  idea  of  states- 
manship. 

That  also  is  a  very  strong  statement.  In 
connexion  with  the  principles  of  those  who 
have  fought  against  the  private  ownership 
of  land,  I  might  quote  the  old  Mosaic  law, 
whidi  is  to  be  found  in  the  Book  of  Levi- 
ticus, and  which  should  be  remembered  by 
every  one  of  us — 

The  land  shall  not  be  sold  -for  ever,  for  the  land 
is  mine ;  for  ye  are  strangers  and  sojourners 
with  me. 

That  is  true ;  we  live  upon  this  earth  only 
for  a  short  time,  and  it  is  a  duty  imposed 
upon  us  to  endeavour  to  improve  the  ccm- 
ditions  of  the  millions  who  will  oxne  after 
us.  John  Stuart  Mill,  who  is  a  favorite 
author  of  even  some  of  our  Conservative 
friends,  said — 

The  land  of  Ireland,  the  land  of  every  country, 
belongs  to  the  people  of  that  country.  Mo  man 
made  the  land — it  is  the  original  inheritance  of 
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the  whole  species.  Its  appropriation  is  wholly 
a  question  of  general  expediency.  When  private 
property  in  land  is  not  expedient  it  is  unjust. 

Next  let  qtiote  a  passage  from  the  great 
W.  E.  Gladstfflie.    He  said— 

Those  persons  who  possess  large  portions  of 
the  eaith's  surface  are  not  altogether  in  the  same 
position  as  the  possessor  of  mere  personalty. 
Personalty  does  not  impose  limitations  on  the  ac- 
tions and  industry  of  man  and  the  well-being  of 
the  community  as  possession  of  land  does,  and, 
therefore,  I  freely  own  that  compulsorj^  expro- 
priation is  admissible,  and  even  sound  in  prin- 
ciple. 

A  great  man  in  Gladstone's  position  could 
scarcely  have  made  a  stronger  statement 
than  that  the  expropriation  of  land  was 
sound  in  principle.  What  do  my  hwiorable 
friends  opposite  say  to  that?  Herbert 
Spencer,  who  recently  died,  and  who  was 
a  very  great  thinker,  said- 
It  may  be  perceiTed  that  equity  utters  dictates 
to  which  we  have  not  yet  listened,  and  we  may 
then  Icam  that  to  deprive  others  of  the  use  of  the 
earth  is  to  commit  a  crime  inferior  only  in  wicked- 
ness to  the  crime  of  taking  kway  their  lives  or 
personal  liberties. 

Now,  I  do  not  wish,  however,  to  deal  with 
the  land  question.  I  may  remark  that 
privately -owned  land  in  Great  Britain 
yields  to  the  owners  of  the  parchments 
which  signify  their  titles  to  their  properties, 
a  revenue  of  50,000,000  per  annum, 
and  oepresents  a  capital  Value  of 
;^8,ooo,ooo,ooo.  The  use  which  I  wish 
to  make  of  that  fact  is  this:  The  greatest 
problem  of  to-day  perhaps  arises  frtxn  the 
changes  which  are  made  in  industry  by  the 
introduction  of  machinery  The  position 
is  very  well  put  by  an  American  writer, 
Daniel  de  Leon,  who  said — 

The  ladder  up  which  mankind  has  been  climbing 
toward  civilization,  the  ever  more  powerful  tool  of 
production,  is  the  stormy  centre  around  which  the 
modem  social  storm  rages.  The  capitalist  class 
seeks  to  keep  it  for  its  own  exclusive  use.  The 
middle  class  seeks  to  break  it  down,  thereby 
throwing  civilization  back.  The  proletariat  seeks 
to  preserve  it  and  improve  it,  and  open  it  to  all. 

The  fact  is  that  the  next  change,  which  is 
being  clearly  seen  in  connexion  with  this 
matter,  is  associated  with  the  ownership 
and  control  of  machinery.  I  would  remind 
honorable  members  that  in  all  our  States 
we  have  by  common  cwisent  recognised  the 
right  of  interference  with  the  ownership  of 
land.  Gladstone,  in  his  great  measure, 
took  the  questifHi  of  rents  out  of  the  hands 
of  private  owners,  and,  in  so  dcnng,  struck 
a  blow  at  that  which  ufied  to  be 
railed  the  divine  right  of  owning 
land.  "  The  sacred  rights  of  pro- 
perty "  is  one  of  the  many  phrases  v^ich 
Ur.  Sfenee. 


are  gradually  becoming  dbsolete.  Men  do 
not  talk  so  strongly  now  about  that  phase 
of  the  subject.  The  great  work  which  has 
been  done  in  that  ocmnexion  has  led  in 
Ireland  and  England,  even  in  London  itself, 
to  the  resuming  of  areas  in  munidpalities, 
and  the  compelling  of  owners  to  pull  down 
old  buildings — things  which  we  are  also 
doing  in  Australia.  The  point  I  wish  to  es- 
tablish is  that  we  have  gone  beyond  that 
stage  when  sudi  proposals  created  alarm; 
we  have  now  reached  a  period  when  state- 
ments regarding  the  takmg  over  of  mach- 
inery and  the  control  of  producti(m  create 
alarm.  Just  as  in  the  other  case  the  State 
found  that  it  had  to  interfere  to  caxry  ont 
the  view  of  Archdeacon  W^soi,  to  give  the 
people  a  diance  to  live  and  so  insure  the 
preservation  of  the  race,  ^  ve  oontoid 
that  in  regard  to  machinery  the  same  need 
will  have  to  be  reo^nised.  The  position 
that  every  individual  is  in  is  put  very  well 
by  Professor  Moore  in  the  folk)wing  quota- 
tion;— 

The  fate  which  befalls  the  individual  in  societr 
i^  not  the  fate  which  he  merits  alwavs,  but  is 
necessarily  that  which  bis  group  makes  inevitable. 
Historic  justice  is  not  individual  but  social. 

I  shall  now  read  a  quotation  to  ihov 
what  Socialism  is  not,  and  then  endea'vour  to 
make  clear  to  hcmcnvble  members  the  reason 
fot  these  references  to  the  land  question 
and  other  changes  of  idbas.  Robert  Blatdi- 
ford,  who  is  an  English  Socialist,  and  the 
editor  of  the  Clarion,  gives  in  his  JKerrit 
England  an  answer,  which  I  shall  quote 
in  reply  to  the  statements  made  by  the 
leader  of  the  Government  and  other  random 
speakers  about  what  Socialism  is.  Blatch* 
ford  says — 

Socialism  does  not  consist  in  violently  seirinfr 
upon  the  property  of  the  rich  and  sharing  it  out 
amongst  the  poor.  Socialists  do  not  propose  by 
a  single  Act  of  Parliament,  or  by  a  sudden  revo- 
lution to  put  all  men  on  an  equality  and  compel 
them  to  remain  so.  Socialism  is  not  a  wild  drcaia 
of  a  happy  land  where  the  apples  drop  off  lbs 
trees  into  our  open  mouths,  the  fish  come  out  of 
the  rivers  and  fry  themselves  for  dinner,  und 
the  looms  turn  out  ready-made  suits  of  velvet 
nith  golden  buttons  without  the  trouble  of  co:iIing 
the  engine.  Neither  is 'it  a  dream  of  stained-glass 
artels,  who  never  say  damn,  who  alwajn  Icve 
tl-eir  ne^hboun  better  than  themselvesi  aod  who 
never  need  to  work  tmless  thev  wish  to. 

No ;  Socialism  is  none  of  these  tilings.  It  is 
a  scientific  scheme  of  national  goremmeot  entiieir 
wi&e,  just,  and  practical. 

Mr.  Mattgkr. — ^Who  savs  that?  j 
Mr.  SPENCE.— That  statement  is  made 
by  Robert  Blatdiford  in  bis  Merrie  Eng-  , 
land,  which  honorable   members   opposite  | 
should  read.     The  book  is  written  in  a 
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sioipJe  fonn  for  those  who  have  a  limited 
intelligence  and  therefore  is  one  from  which 
honorable  members  opposite  can  leam  the 
A  B  C  of  Socialiam.  A  perusal  of  its  pages 
would  Rive  them  more  correct  ideas  cm  the 
subject  Socialists  understand,  from  close 
studv,  what  they  are  aiming  at  That  they 
differ  in  opinion  on  details  is  a  matter  of 
no  consequence,  because  that  occurs  in  re- 
gard to  all  proposals.  Probably  the  ideas 
of  Louis  Gronland  who  has  gone  largely 
into  details  of  how  to  run  a  co-operative 
C<»naMxiwealth,  would  not  suit  the  Englidi 
or  Australian  pec^le.  The  Gomanic  t^and 
of  Sodalism  u  intended  for  a  people  who 
have  grown  up  under  a  dififoent  system, 
und»  which  every  mwi  can  be 
located,  and  has  to  fit  into  a  place.  It 
would  be  Di^ural  for  writers  in  that  country 
to  be  tinged  with  bureaucratic  ideas.  But 
that  is  not  the  view  generally  adopted  by 
English  Socialists,  and  certainly  not  by  the 
leaders  of  the  movement  here  whicfa  is  be- 
ing termed  Socialisms.  I  propose  to  read 
a  quotation  to  illustrate  the  spirit  which 
underlies  Sodalism.  It  displays  an  earnest- 
ness which  should  be  recoi^iised,  and  whidi 
justifies  us  in  calling  upon  our  opponents 
to  show  that  our  pn^xwals  are  wnxig  wd 
impracticable.  It  is  talun  fnxn  a  woric 
by  J.  Bruce  Glasiw  on  the  reb'ipoo  o& 
Socialism,  and  it  is  submitted  to  ttie  con- 
sideration of  honorable  members  because 
statements  have  been  made  in  this  Chamber 
about  the  religion  of  Sodalism.  The  writer 
says — 

And  by  implyiDK  that  SotiUIiim  has,  or  ii,  a 
religion — what  most  wc  be  imilerstood  to  meui? 
This  and  no  more ;  that  Socialism  gives  11s  our 
fairest  ideal  of  the  eondoct  of  life,  and  calls 
from  us  the  highest  serrtce  of  thoaght,  emotion, 
and  deed — that  it  is  our  aim  and  prophecy,  and 
to  it  is  due  the  utmost  and  gladdest  devotion  of 
all  OUT  gifts  and  powers. 

The  next  quotation  I  propose  to  read  is 
taken,  not  from  one  of  the  great  writers,  but 
from  John  Tamlyn,  of  Burnley,  a  propa- 
gandist and  active  worker  in  the  movement, 
who  is  weli  acquainted  with  the  'every-day 
life  of  the  people,  and  does  not  reason  out 
his  subject  on  abstract  lines.  Here  is  one 
view  which  he  presents — 

What  is  Socialism?  T  will  give  what  com* 
mends  itself  to  me  as  a  practical  working  defini- 
tion. Socialism  is  an  attempt  by  State  Organi- 
zation of  Labour  to  make  every  indiTtdual  of  the 
community  perform  some  honest  part  of  the  labour 
of  the  OMBmimity,  and  to  prevent  individuals  be- 
coming paraintet,  and  shirking  behind  the  labour 
of  their  fellows.  Socialism  recognises  the  fact 
that  man  has  the  same  selfish  instincts  as  the  other 
animals.  Socialism  recognises  the  further  fact 
that  when  men  are  left  to  their  own  free  will — 
tD  aeek  tluir  own  good  in  S€>ctcty — tbnr  tendency 


is,  obeying  the  lower  instincts  of  their  nature,  to 
seek  their  own  good  at  the  expense  of  their  fel- 
lows. Socialism  declares  that  in  ^ite  of  all  the 
preaching  to  love  their  neighbour,  at  present  Uiit 
is  the  case :  the  common  good  hat  decayed,  and 
a  few  heap  up  masses  of  wealth  on  the  one  hand, 
while  thousands  live  in  the  direst  poverty  on  the 
other.  Socialism  declares  that  such  a  state  of 
things,  which  allows  each  individual  to  seek  bis 
own  particular  good  at  the  expense  of  his  fellows, 
is  not  Society  but  anarchy. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^Who  said  that  ? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— John  Tamlyn,  of  Bum- 
ley.  This  quotation  is  taken  from  one  of 
the  pn^aganda  tracts  which  are  scattered 
broadcast  among  the  masses  of  the  people. 
And  I  diallenge  any  honorable  men^r  on 
the  other  side  to  say  that  it  is  not  a 
reasonable  answer  to  dk  statements  made 
by  the  right  honorable  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  Govemment  that  Sodalism 
would  make  all  men  equal,  destroy  individu- 
ality of  character,  cause  a  dividing  up,  tempt 
the  weak  to  live  on  the  strong,  and  so  on. 
But  no  Sodalist  advocates  the  dividing  up 
or  taking  away  of  the  property  of  other 
persons.  Let  honorable  members  refer  to 
the  writings  of  those  who  are  authOTities 
on  the  siffiject,  and  study  tluise  writinn, 
and  then  let  them  discuss  the  problem  <m  its 
merits.  Only  nusduef  !s  dcme  by  making 
poHtiod  cries  of  words,  instead  of  paying 
attention  to  the  true  meaning  underlying 
those  words.  The  leader  of  the  Govem- 
ment is  reported  in  the  Sydney  Daily  Tele- 
graph of  the  Mtt  September  to  have  said — 

His  own  belief  contained  two  ideals :  He  be- 
lieved it  was  a  true  ideal  in  politics  to  use  the 
national  power'  in  erery  conceivable  war  to  ad- 
vance the  welfare  of  the  ccHumunity.  The  other 
ideal  he  had  was  to  leave  individual  power  as 
free  as  he  could,  consistently  with  proper  na- 
tioaal  legislation.  The  mistake  of  the  Socialists 
was  that  they  would  destroy  the  one  ideal  so  that 
they  might  [lush  the  other  to  extreme  limits.  Un- 
der the  Socialist's  ideal  the  weaker  man  would 
be  leaning  on  the  stronger. 

We  accept  the  first  two  statements.  The 
ideals  of  the  right  honorable  member,  so 
far,  are  our  ideals.  But  we  deny  that  any 
Socialist  holds  the  views  that  he  sets  forth 
in  his  third  statement.  To  put  such  views 
forward  as  socialistic  ideals  is  to  misre- 
present the  Sodalists,  and  it  shows  that 
the  right  hxmorable  member  has  not  paid 
proper  attention  to  the  subject..  Appa- 
rently he  has  been  reading  Lord  Salisbury, 
from  one  of  whose  speeches  I  wiU  quote  ^ 
much  stronger  statement — one  which  honor- 
able members  might  use  in  their  propa- 
gandist work    Lord  Salisbury  said— 

,  Thexe  is  Socialist  legislation,  and  that  is  the 
mast  popular,  which  is  pure  robbery.  When  you 
bear  people  flay  that  all  Ae  instrtnnents  of 
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production  ought  to  be  taken  into  the  hands  of  the 
State  you  know  that  you  are  in  the  presence  of 
mere  brigands.  They  are  simply  proposing  to 
steal  that  which  does  not  belong  to  Utem.  With 
them  no  kind  of  negotiation  or  terms  is  possible. 
They  are  the  enemies  of  the  htimon  race.  We 
must  resist  them  with  all  the  energy  and  organi- 
zation in  our  power. 

Later  on  in  the  same  speech — I  leave  out  a 
passage  which  has  no  relevancy  to  my  pre- 
sent argument — he  said- 
There  is  a  third  proposal  to  which  the  term 
Socialism  is  freely  applied,  and  that  is  where 
it  is  proposed  to  use  the  machinery  of  the  State 
for  the  purpose  of  achieving  objects  in  which  the 
communitjr  generally  is  agreed.  Now,  in  that 
Socialism  in  itself,  I  can  tee  no  harm  whatever. 

It  is  the  kind  of  socialism  there  spoken  of 
that  we  advocate;  and  that  is  the  kind  of 
socialism  in  which  the  leader  of  the  Go- 
vernment has  declared  himself  to  be  a  be- 
liever. We  claim  that  he  occupies  the  same 
ground  as  we  do»  so  far  as  those  views 
are  concerned.  Although  he  calls  himself 
an  anti- Socialist,  his  own  words  show  him 
to  be  a  Socialist.  The  first  passage  which 
I  have  read  from,  Lord  Salisbury's  remarks 
misrepresents  the  aims  of  Socialists.  No- 
thing is  proposed  by  them  to  which  the 
terra  "  rdjbery  "  could  be  rightly  applied. 
What  we  really  wish  to  do  is  to  prevent 
robbery.  But  the  term  robbery,  or  ex- 
ploitation, is  not  used  in  the  ordinary 
Sense;  it  does  not  refer  to  something  ille- 
gal. In  dealing  with  these  questions  it  must 
be  our  endeavour  to  get  behind  mere  legal 
ideas.  If  that  was  not  dc»ie  in  connexion 
with  all  legislation,  we  should  have  no  new- 
laws.  Our  existence  as  a  Parliament  is  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  fact  that  existing 
conditions  and  existing  laws  require  to  be 
altered,  and  we  are  constantly  amendini; 
old  Acts.  Therefore,  the  mere  fact  that 
something  is  legal  does  not  justify  it;  it 
majr  at  same  time  be  immoral  and  in- 
jurious. A  law  may  suit  the  conditions  of 
society  at  the  time  of  its  passing,  but  later 
on  its  enforcement  may  create  great  injus- 
tice. Moreover,  our  aims  are  impersonal. 
Altogether  there  has  been  a  great  misinter- 
pretation of  terminology.  It  is  manifest 
that  if  all  exchanges  between  man  and  man 
were  on  the  lines  of  equivalent  for  equiva- 
lent, no  would  beocxne  richer  than  an- 
other. It  is  only  because  men  are  able  by 
means  of  the  law  to  take  advantage  of 
their  fellows,  that  they  succeed  in  becom- 
ing richer.  It  is  claimed,  of  course,  that 
Superior  ability  should  obtain  its  reward, 
and  no  doubt  superior  ability  is  scmietimes 
a  natural  gift.  At  presoit,  however,  the 
Mr.  Sfetut. 


poor  cannot  give  their  children  the  oppor- 
tunities whidb  the  rich  are  able  to  give 
them,  because  the  struggle  for  existence 
is  so  keen  that  ambition  can  pUy 
no  part  in  their  lives.  I  wi^  noir 
to  give  one  or  two  illustrations  of 
the  kind  of  socialism  which  we  con- 
sider practical,  which  is  now  in  opera- 
tion, and  which  we  think  can  be 
extended ;  and  I  will  afterwards  show  the 
justification  for  extending  it.  In  the  old 
country  there  is  a  vast  amount  of  voluntary- 
co-operation,  and  millions  of  pounds  are 
invested  in  co-operative  concerns.  In  some 
cases  co-operative  societies  grow  their  own 
grain,  carry  it  to  their  own  ships,  while 
their  own  people  bake  it.  All  concerned 
are  shareholders,  and  the  middleman  has 
entirely  disappeared.  Such  systems  would 
prevent  what  we  have  recently  read  of  in 
Victoria — the  monopolization  by  middle- 
men, to  the  extent  of  thousands  of  potmds, 
of  butter  bonuses  granted  to  assist  the  unfor- 
tunate farmers.  In  Kilmarnock,  in  Scot- 
land, 86  per  cent,  of  the  community  are 
shareholders  in  co-operative  societies,  while 
in  several  places  in  England,  60  per  cent., 
and  in  many  other  places  10  per  coit  of 
the  people  are  shareholders  in  co-operatiTe 
societies.  This  co-operation  is  voltmtan-, 
and  has  been  organized,  not  by  great  states- 
men, but  by  the  despised  trade  unicmists. 
It  is  doing  away  with  middlemen  as  un- 
necessary. In  seventeen  of  the  towns  and 
municipalities  of  the  United  Kingdom,  the 
profits  on  electric  lighting  last  year  amount- 
ed to  between  ^300,000  and  ^^400, 000. 
while  five  municipalities  which  manage  their 
own  tramway  systems  obtained  profits 
amounting  to  ;£4oo,ooo.  Glasgow,  which 
was  included  in  the  five,  obtained  a  profit 
of  over  ;£2oo,ooo.  Those  are  instances  of 
the  success  of  municipal  socialism.  We  do 
not  propose  that  everything  shall  be 
done  by  the  State.  The  term  "State," 
when  used  by  socialistic  writers,  is  under- 
stood to  mean  the  public,  and  the  work 
I  have  spoken  of  Has  been  draie  by  the 
people  for  the  people. 

ifr.  Cameron. — The  honorable  member 
wishes  to  make  co-operation  compulsory, 
whereas  in  the  cases  to  which  he  has  re- 
ferred the  people  acted  voluntarily. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— We  cannot  pass  laws, 
except  with  the  consent  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Caubkon.— That  is,  the  majority  of 
the  people. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— All  our  laws  are  passed 
with   the   consent   of   the   majixitv   of  j 
the  people.    There  is  no  question  of  the- 
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majwity  imposing  upm  the  minority  some- 
thing to  their  detriment.  In  none  of  the 
cases  to  which  I  have  referred  has  any 
desire  been  manifested  to  reverse  what  has 
been  dcsie. 

Mr.  Camekon. — The  enterprises  men- 
tioned were  entered  upon  by  the  majority, 
whilst  others  stood  out;  whereas  under  le- 
gislation such  as  that  favoured  by  the  hon- 
orable member  all  the  members  of  the  com- 
munity would  be  compelled  to  stand  in. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— In  the  case  of  Glasgow 
there  are  really  no  oppcxients  of  the  so- 
cialistic movement,  so  far  as  it  has  been 
followed  by  the  mtmicipal  authorities. 

Mr.  FowLES. — "Hiere  may  be  a  few  mal- 
contents. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Perhaps  so;  but  prac- 
tically there  is  no  oppositicm,  and  it  can- 
not reasonably  be  said  that  coercim  is  be- 
ing applied.  We  desire  to  educate  the 
people  to  such  a  point  that  they  will 
appreciate  the  benefits  of  volimtaiy 
action  upon  socialistic  lines.  Adam  Smith 
said  that  it  was  impossible  to  legislate  be- 
jXHid  the  aggregate  intelligence  of  the  com- 
munity. In  other  words,  the  community 
must  agree  to  observe  the  law.  Laws  are 
made  to  onnpel  small  minorities  to  do  that 
which  the  community  voluntarily  does.  All 
laws  are  based  upon  the  customs  of  the 
people,  upon  their  voluntary  observances. 
No  laws  can  be  enforced  except  by  the 
voluntary  obedience  of  the  majority  of  the 
people.  Of  course,  there  will  always  be  a 
few  people  who  will  not  obey  the  law  volun- 
tarily* and  they  have  to  be  oompelled.  Laws 
are  required  even  in  connexion  with  volun- 
tary co-operative  enterprises,  for  the  registra- 
tion of  companies,  for  defining  the  duties  of 
the  directors,  and  for  otherwise  providing  for 
tlK  proper  managemertt  of  such  concerns.  We 
cannot  do  anything  of  a  voluntary  character 
except  under  the  law  which  protects  the 
individual.  The  State-owned  tramways  in 
Sydney  notably  illustrate  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  the  application  of  the 
socialistic  principle  to  that  brarrch  of  en- 
terprise. They  provide  facilities  much 
supericv  to  those  afforded  by  the  Melbourne 
tramways,  and  the  fares  charged  are  among 
the  lowest  in  the  world.  Much  the  same 
could  be  said  about  the  Glasgow  tramways. 
In  Glasgow  public  washhouses  have  been  es- 
tablished to  which  housewives  can  repair 
and  perform  in  an  hour  or  two  work  which 
under  ordinary  conditions  would  occupy  a 
whole  day.  I  desire  to  brin^  under  the 
notice  of  honorable  members  the  extent  to 
which  the  socialistic  principle  is  applied  in 


our  midst  I  am  sorry  that  the  hoiorable 
member  for  Wannon  is  not  present,  because 
I  wish  to  direct  attention  to  one  or  two 
cases  in  his  electorate.  In  Hamilton,  the 
largest  town  in  the  Western  district  of  Vic- 
toria, sometimes  called  the  Chicago  of  the 
West,  gas  is  supplied  by  a  private  company 
at  the  rate  of  13s.  per  1,000  feet.  At  Port 
Fairy,  a  very  much  smaller  town,  the  gas 
works  are  owned  by  the  municipality,  whid) 
supplies  gas  at  the  rate  of  I'os.  per 
1,000  feet. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Is  Hamilton  as  well  situa- 
ted as  Port  Fairy  so  fat  as  the  coal  supply 
is  concerned? 

Mr:  SPENCE.— Xo;  but  Port  Fairy 
is  only  a  fishing  village,  and  cannot  be  aan- 
pared  to  Hamilton.  At  Port  Fairy,  the 
baths  are  owned  by  the  municipal  council, 
which  provides  hot  sea-water  baths  for  6d., 
whereas  the  charge  made  at  the  privately- 
owned  baths  in  Melbourne  is  is.  6d. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Does  it  pay  the  munid- 
pality  to  provide  hot  salt  water  baths  for 
6d.? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Yes.  The  rauntei- 
pality  cannot  afford  to  run  its  institutions 
for  nothing.  Now,  returning  to  Hamiltra. 
Some  years  ago  the  cattle  sale-yards  were 
in  the  middle  of  the  town,  andi  were  in  a 
disgracefully  insanitary  condition.  They 
were  privately  owned,  and  the  two 
auctioneers  who  conducted  most  of  the  sales 
had  to  pay  half  their  commissicm  for  the 
right  to  use  the  yards.  Eventually  the 
municipal  authorities  woke  up  and  estab^ 
lished  yards  outside  the  town,  which  are 
kept  in  splendid  cwdei;,  and  are  under  the 
charge  of  an  inspector.  There  are  now  eight 
salesmen  in  Hamilton,  all  of  wh(»n  use  the 
yards,  and  the  revenue  derived  by  the  muni- 
cipality ranges  from  ^^500  to  ;^8oo  per 
annum.  I  have  compiled  from  memory 
a  list  of  the  various  operations  which  arc 
performed  amongst  us  upon  a  collective 
basis.  I  do  not  say  that  in  all  cases  the 
State  exercises  control,  but  in  every  in 
stance  the  collective  system  is  in  operati<Hi. 
In  fact,  most  people  would  consider  it  very 
difficult  to  eliminate  that  element.  In  the 
first  place,  we  run  our  Defence  Forces  upon 
the  collective  system.  Our  Police  Force, 
the  administration  of  justice,  and  the  col- 
lection of  debts  are  under  State  control. 
Then  our  Post  and  Telegraph  services  are 
ccmducted  by  the  State.  Not  onlv  are  letters 
conveyed  through  the  Post,  but  also  par- 
cels up  to  I  r  lbs.  in  weight  Our  mer- 
cantile firms  smd  large  parcels  of  goods 
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into  the  country  through  the  Postal  Depart- 
ment, and  the  tendency  is  to  extend  rather 
than  do  away  with  this  system.  Our  lail- 
ways  and  tramways  are  also  run  by  the  State. 
We  control  the  currency  system,  and,  to  a 
certain  extent — although  it  may  not  ge- 
nerally known — ^we  undertake  banking  busi- 
ness. We  r^;ulate  weights  and  measures, 
and  we  construct  roads.  All  these  things 
are  undertaken  either  by  the  municipalities 
or  by  the  State.  Similarly,  certain  munici- 
pal bodies  are  responsible  for  the  lighting 
of  towns.  The  State  also  conducts  a 
scheme  of  life  assurance  and  controls  our 
educational  system.  I  ask  honorable 
members  if  they  are  prepared  to  revert  to 
the  system  of  "  private  enterprise  "  in  the 
education  of  our  children  ?  Do  we  not  real- 
ize that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  see  that 
they  do  not  grow  up  in  ignorance?  My  own 
Sdea  is  that  we  ough^  to  expend  more 
money  in  perfecting  oui  educaticmal  system, 
I  wcMild  further  point  out  that  the  State 
undertakes  vaccination,  and  has  established 
a  system  of  pensions  in  connexion  with  the 
retirement  of  our  Judges.  It  conducts 
museums,  libraries,  and  art  galleries,  and 
we  encourage  art  by  purchasing  pictures  col- 
lectively. We  provide  pilots  for  the  safety 
of  our  shipping,  and  the  harbors,  wharfs, 
jetties,  and,  indeed,  some  steam-tugs,  are 
State-owned.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  we 
undertake  advertising  orflectively.  We  pro- 
vide parks  and  gardens  for  the  public  bene- 
fit, and  hotels  are  conducted  -very  success- 
fully  by  the  State.  Indeedi  the  idea  is  gain- 
ing ground  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing 
if  the  people  owned  all  the  hotels. 

Mr.  McLean. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber know  where  the  honwable  meml>er  for 
Melbourne  Ports  can  get  a  cheap  hotel  ? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  believe  that  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Melbourne  Ports  would 
vote  iac  any  proposal  in  favour  of  she  State 
owning  all  our  hotels.  I  know  that  he 
believes  in  local  option,  and  we  should  have 
full  option  then  because  the  State  would 
entirely  control  the  liquor  trade.  Further, 
we  construct  railways  and  build  bridges.  We 
carry  out  irrigation  works,  manufacture 
rolling-stock  for  ou  railways,  and  perform 
foundry  work  of  all  kinds.  In  the  same 
way  the  State  imdertakes  surveying,  issues 
weather  reports,  and  collects  statistics.  It 
owns  public  batteries  and  factories.  In 
New  South  Wales  the  Government  have  es- 
tablished clothing  and  boot  factories.  The 
State  has  founded  observatories,  and  al- 
ready owns  some  of  the  ferries.  It  cares  for 


the  sick,  the  aged,  aiKl  insane,  and  for  chil- 
dreil  of  tender  years.  Some  hoconble 
member  has  characterized  the  proposal  of 
a  German  Socialist  that  the  State  should 
take  charge  of  children  as  a  "  mad  "  one. 

Jlr.  Wilson. — He  proposes  to  take  them 
away  from  parental  control. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Honorable  members  op- 
posite have  a  wonderful  genius  fot  imagin- 
ing that  other  people  are  utterly  de\-oid  of 
sense.  I  wish  them  to  recognise  that  tbcy 
themselves  are  Socialists,  and  I  desire  to 
know  whether  or  not  they  are  prepared  to 
draw  the  line  of  danarcaticm  at  what  has 
already  been  acoomplished  ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs  preserves  a  ^hinz'like 
silence. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  Minister  wiU  ban 
an  opportunity  to  speak  next  wedL  I  sb 
speakmg  tomAj  all  fiiis  wedc  The  molt 
«  the  eocperiment  of  the  State  of  SodA 
Australia  taking  care  of  diildrea  has  {nored 
a  great  success.  They  are  so  well  looked 
after  by  the  lady  inspectors  that  the 
mortality  rate  anxmgst  them  is  very 
much  lower  that  it  is  where  tbn 
are  under  the  control  of  pareotL 
In  many  cases  the  State,  by  force  of  lav. 
has  takoi  duldren  from  thor  parents  ind 
cared  for  them. 

Mr.  CAiCBitON. — Is  it  true  that  three  nwi 
listened  to  the  honorable  member  for  tvu 
daysf,  and  at  the  end  of  that  period  weot 
heme  and  died? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  hope  that  some  of  my 
honorable  friends  opposite  will  die  politic- 
ally, after  the  division  on  tl«  motion  has 
taken  place.  I  know  that  no  members  nf 
my  party  will  leave  the  House  as  the  result 
of  it. 

Mr.  McCav.— The  honorable  meiri)etai»- 
pears  to  have  frightened  a  good  many  of 
them  out  of  the  Chamber. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— We  do  not  expect  a 
large  attendance  of  honorable  members  on 
Fridaysf.   I   recognise  that  my  r«nitk» 
have  been  somewhat  drawn  out,  but  I 
shall  not  trespass  mtu:h  further  on  the  time 
of  the  House.    I  repeat  that  the  care 
children  by  the  State  has  proved  an  exv! 
lent  system.    Then,  again,  I  would  pcinr 
out,  in  support  of  my  ocmtention  that  ws 
are  a  largely  socialistic  community,  that  the 
State   carries   on    printing,    1  ithography, 
photography,  all  branches  tk  book-Eirdinj 
,and  engravizig,  ship-building,  and  even 
dairying  and  poultry-fanning. 
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Mr.  Wilson. — Is  the  hcxiorable  member 
referring  to  Mr.  Tom  XOum's  im)iect:^i 
poultry-farm  ? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  am  speaking  of  what 
the  people  of  the  States  are  doing  collect- 
ively. I  have  mentioned  only  a  few  in- 
stances of  State  Socialism.  Among  other 
things,  the  State  also  deals  with  sanitation 
and  other  matters  relating  to  health.  Mu- 
nicipalities are  required  to  attend  to  local 
sanitary  arrangements;  and  vhen  they  n^;- 
gleet  to  do  90  they  are  brought  to  their 
bearings  by  a  Central  Board  of  HeaMu 
In  this  way  the  people  are  coerced  by  \\-q 
State  to  do  anything  that  is  necessary  in  tl.f! 
interests  of  public  health.  In  Sydney,  the 
city  of  the  beautiful  harbor,  the  State  Go- 
vernment found  it  necessary  to  step  in  and 
appcnnt  men  to  clean  up  the  bade  yards 
of  persons  who  would  not  do  this  vork 
for  themselves.  That  step  was  rendered 
necessary  owing  to  the  outtweak  of  the 
plague.  Aldermen  of  the  cky,  most  of 
whan  were  property-owners,  had  appointed 
an  inspector,  who  carefully  shut  his  eyes 
when  he  visited  premises  owned  by  them. 
One  lane  which  had  been  passed  as  dean 
was  subsequently  inspected  by  State  offi- 
cials, and  70  tons  of  filth  were  re- 
moved from  it.  The  fact  is  that  we  can- 
not do  without  coercion.  It  is  necessary 
for  the  State,  in  the  interests  of  the  com- 
munity,  to  interfere  from  time  to  time  with 
private  enterprise.  In  spite  of  the  adverse 
conditions  surrounding  almost  the  whole 
of  our  industrial  systm,  the  average  length 
of  life  of  persons  engaged  in  industries  has 
been  increased  by  abmit  two  years  since 
the  State  insisted  upon  the  observance  of 
sanitary  laws. 

Mr.  Fisher." It  has  been  increased  by 
more  than  two  years. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Perhaps  I  have  under- 
estimated the  average,  but  I  would  rather 
understate  it  than  overstate  it.  I  like 
to  be  moderate. 

Mr.  McCay. — The  honwable  member  is 
a  moderate  Socialist. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — No;  I  am  a  practical 
Socialist  We  exerdse  control  over  fisher- 
ies; our  munidpal  coundls  control  public 
baths;  and  the  State  also  amtiols  bank- 
ing, and  lends  mcmey.  The  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs,  who  is  half  a  Prime 
Minister,  is  one  of  the  stnmgest  advocates 
of  State  money  lending.  He  would  build 
houses  for  all  our  industrious  farmers. 

Mr.  JossPB  Cook. — He  is  an  old  So- 
cialist. 


Mr.  SPKNCE.— An  extreme  Sodalist. 
The  Government  of  New  Zealand  ovm  coal 
mines,  and  in  Australia  the  State  carries 
on  assa>ing  and  prospecting.  The  Post- 
master-General is  a  str<xig  Sodalist,  in  the 
sense  that  he  would  give  every  possible 
assistance  to  those  engaged  in  the  mining 
industry.  As  a  member  of  the  State  Par- 
liament, he  showed  that  he  favoured  Social- 
ism, by  supporting  the  erection  of  public 
batteries  for  the  use  of  miners.  A  cot- 
siderable  sum  of  money  has  been  spoit  by 
the  State.«  Governments  of  New  South 
Wales  nnd  Victoria  in  prospecting,  so  that 
it  may  well  he  said  that  we,  as  a  com- 
munity, engage  in  mining.  We  interfere 
with  private  enter|mse  to  such  an  extent  that 
there  is  scarcely  any  branch  of  industrial 
life  in  which  the  State  does  not  take  a  part. 
We  also  engage  in  the  export  trade,  and 
the  New  South  Wales  Government  has  estab- 
lished a  fund  for  the  relief  of  those  injured 
while  following  mining  pursuits.  That  fund 
is  maintained  by  contributions  from  the 
State,  the  mine-owners,  and  the  workers, 
and  the  arrang«nent  works  admirably.  I 
have  given  only  a  short  list  of  those  indus- 
tries in  which  the  States  take  a  part.  I 
have  a  list  of  about  seventy-four  of  these 
industries. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  honorable  member,  judg- 
ing by  his  notes,  is  not  yet  half-way  through 

his  speerh.    Is  he  not  getting  tired  ? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— 1  shall  not  inflict  upon 
the  House  the  whole  of  the  subject-matter 
dealt  with  in  my  notes.  I  always  leave 
a  few  remarks  unsaid. 

Mr.  WiLKS.— After  that,  I  think  that  the 
honvable  member  is  an  Irish  Socialist. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  shall  have  to  ask  Han- 
sard to  jjut  at  the  foot  of  my  address  the 
words,  "  To  be  continued  in  our  next." 
The  difliculty  is  that  when  I  rise  to 
speak  on  such  .1  broad  and  general  ques- 
tion as  that  rKtw  before  us,  so  many  sub- 
jects occur  to  my  mind  which  I  have  not 
dealt  with  in  my  notes,  that  my  address  is 
generally  much  longer  than  I  intended  at 
the  ontspt  it  should  be. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Is  the  honorable  member 
preparing  a  political  romance. 

Mr.  SPENCE.—I  am  giving  the 
House  not  a  romance,  but  some  of  the  hard 
facts  of  life.  I  wish  to  make  a  short 
quotation,  which  indicates  the  spirit  in 
which  we  view  the  question  of  the  classes, 
from  a  speech  delivered  by  a  Socialist  mem- 
ber of ,  the  French  Chamber  of  Deputies, 
M.  Guesde.  In  answer  to  an  interjec- 
tion, "What  is  Sodalism?"  he  made  an 
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Impromptu  statement  with  which  I  am  sure 
we  must  all  agree.  I  have  frequently  given 
dxpressim  to  similar  views.     He  said — 

Once  more  I  bid  you  observe  that  I  accuse  no 

man.  I  arraign  only  institutions,  not  individuals. 
What  distinguishes  us  Socialists  whom  you  charge 
with  incitements  to  class  hatreds,  is  the  Icnow- 
ledge  and  affirmation  of  the  utter  irresponsibility 
of  men  set  against  each  other  by  interests  which 
dominate  and  determine  all  their  acts.  As  they 
stand,  the  capitalist  is  no  more  responsible  for 
living  on  the  backs  of  the  proletariat  than  are 
these  for  being  daily,  hourly  exploited.  The 
situation  is  an  economic  historical  fatality.  Hu- 
manity only  progresses,  and  only  has  progressed, 
i-i  the  miast  of  pains,  and  through  blood  and 
ruins.  It  has  always  been  compelled  to  climb  its 
Calvary  to  the  summit,  and  to  pass  by  the  agony 
of  the  cross  to  reach  its  redemption  by  science. 

The  proposals  of  the  Labour  Party — of 
the  Socialistic  Party — are  on  those  lines. 
When  we  speak  of  exploitation  and  robbery 
we  do  not  blame  individuals,  but  we  blame 
Jic  system;  we  do  not  attack  capitalists 
IS  men,  but  attack  the  system  which  pro- 
iuces  capitalists  and  povert>'.  Indeed, 
nany  capitalists  are  themselves  Socialists, 
and  we  do  not  blame  them  for  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  present  system  in  the 
struggle  for  life;  we  can  quite  see  that 
they  are  forced  to  do  so.  When  a  man 
who  has  been  taught  a  profession  or 
has  learned  a  business  in  a  mercantile 
house  or  workshop  commences  for  himself, 
as  he  is  justified  m  doing,  he  does  not  con- 
sider his  competitors.  He  goes  into  a 
town  and  endeavours  by  energv  and 
advertising  to  draw  custom,  and  thus 
%cure  a  living  and  a  competency,  though 
he  may  be  the  means  of  driving  others 
into  insolvency.  As  I  said  before,  under 
the  present  system  men  are  compelled  to 
go  into  occupations  and  do  work  which  is 
repugnant  to  them— in  some  cases  to  be 
imjust  to  and  sweat  their  fellows.  That 
is  the  kind  of  thing  we  say  that  only 
Socialism  can  alter  • 

Mr.  Kelly. — In  the  socialistic  State  will 
all  people  be  able  to  dioose  their  own 
avocations  ? 

Mr.  SPEXCE.— I  shall  answer  the 
honorable  member  by  citing  the  case  of 
a  friend  of  mine— a  working  man  and 
a  labour  agitator.  This  man  was  a 
contractor  under  the  Shire  Council  of 
Fenshurst,  on  the  borders  of  the  Wannon 
constituency.  He  was  an  excellent  worker 
and  manager  of  men,  and  in  one  year  he 
cleared  ;^40o.  WhMi  the  time  cjune  for 
tendering  again,  be  called  together  the  men 
who  had  worked  for  him,  and  said,  "  I 
made  j^4oo  last  year,  but  it  was  by  your 


work,  and  not  all  by  my  own  energy."  This 
man  is  most  powerfully  built,  and,  in  a  gene- 
ral way,  might  be  said  to  be  equal  to  two 
men.  He  continued,  "  It  is  not  my  money ; 
I  ctHisider  I  have  taken  advantage  of  yon, 
and  I  now  propose  that  we  should  work 
co-operatively." 

Mr.  Cameron. — What  would  have  hap-  I 
pened  if  he  had  made  a  loss? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Wait  a  moment.   I  am 
about  to  relate  a  fact  that  will  answer  the 
honorable  member.   This  man,  who  is  now 
a  selector  in  New  South  Wales,  went  on 
to  say  to  his  men  that  it  was  not  he  who 
had  earned  the  mtmey,  and  that  he  pro- 
posed in  future  they  should  work  in  o>  , 
op'jtatton.    He  said  that  he  tvoiild  lenJer  | 
for  the  work,  and  lak?  care  that  the  pries 
was  high  enough  to  make  it  pay.  There- 
upon, one  of  his  men*,  who  was  powerOilly 
built,  pointed  out  (hat  anoihtr  of  the  work-  ' 
met)  was  not  so  i)ig  as  himst;)!,  and  isked 
Jwhy  he  should  be  called  upon  to  share 
alike  with  him.    That  is  exactly  the  posi- 
tion.     The  answer  that  my  friend^  Jack  I 
Reid,  made  

Mr.  Reid.— Reid ! 

Mr.  SPENCE. — A  very  good  name. 
The  present  Socialistic  Government — this  1 
bntty-gang  Government,  equal  in  all  things 
— is  following  the  same  principle.  The 
only  differraice  is  that  the  Govemmenl 
are  not  equal  in  talking,  seeing  that  we  can- 
not get  any  Minister  enxpt  the  Prime 
Minister,  to  speak.  The  answer  that  my 
friend  made  to  the  man  was,  "  That  smallo' 
man  can  drive  the  dray  just  as  well  as  yon 
can,  though  he  may  not  be  as  good  as  you  in 
your  special  work  as  a  quarryman ;  his  spe- 
dal  line  is  driving  a  dray,  and  he  is  just 
as  necessary  to  tlie  work  as  yourself." 

Mr.  REID.—Sheer  despotism !  To  put 
one  man  in  the  quarry  and  the  other  in  the 
dray  ! 

Mr.  SPENCE.— At  any  rate,  an  ar- 
rangement  was  made  whidi  was  satisfac- 
torily carried  out.  Lest  honorable  mem- 
bers may  draw  a  wrong  inference  from  the 
case  I  have  cited,  which  is  a  case  of  simple 
co-operation,  I  ought  to  say  that  Socialists 
do  not  advocate  equality  of  pay. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Some  schools  of  So- 
cialists do. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  have  already  said 
that  there  are  different  schools  of  Social- 
ism; but  I  am  talking  of  the  sdiool  to 
which  we  belong — the  Australian  sdmrf.  if 
honorable  members  like.  We  do  not  ino- 
pose  an  impracticable  socialism  whidt 
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would  do  away  with  wages.  In  the  volun- 
tary co-operative  system  in  Engliuid 
trades  union  wages  are  paid,  and  the  pro- 
fits are  di\-ided ;  and  it  is  not  fair  to  say 
that  we  advocate  simple  communism.  A 
great  deal  of  what  has  been  said  outside 
against  Socialism  applies  to  communism, 
and  it  only  shows  that  those  who  use  the 
words  have  no  knowledge  of  the  subject.  I 
am  not  saying  that  communism  may  not 
once  more  prevail.  The  early  Christians 
were  communists. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Is  it  not  a  fact  that 
some  of  the  best  Socialist  philc»ophers  say 
that  ccxnmumsm  is  the  onlv  method? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  am  not  saying  that  it 
is  not  so.  What  I  am  dealing  with  now  is 
the  living  present,  and  I  am  justifying  cer- 
tain changes  which  are  advocated.  I  do 
not  propose  to  speculate  as  to  the  future — 
as  to  the  possibility  of  communism.  One 
of  the  most  disgraceful  facts  in  our  present 
civilization,  with  our  degree  of  widespread 
education,  is  that  nearly  all  our  worries 
and  our  work  concern  the  buying  and  sell- 
ing of  food  and  clothing,  of  which  nature 
supplies  such  an  unlimited  quantity  that 
every  living  soul  could,  under  another  sys- 
tem, have  all  he  could  possibly  consume. 
It  is  because  of  that  fact  that  Socialism  is 
advocated.  I  should  like  to  quote  from 
Jlr.  Sidney  Webb,  as  showing  the  school 
of  Socialism  in  which  we  believe.  He 
said — 

Advocates  of  social  reconstruction  have  learnt 
the  lesson  of  democracy,  and  know  that  it  is 
through  the  slow  and  gradual  turning  of  the  popu- 
lar mind  to  new  principles  that  social  re-organisa- 
tion bit  by  bit  comes. 

That  is  the  position  we  take  up. 

Mr.  Wilson. — Where  do  honorable  mem- 
bers propose  to  draw  the  line? 

Mr.  SPENCE,— We  do  not  draw  the 
line ;  it  is  the  people  who  draw  the  line, 
according  to  their  judgment  of  existing  con- 
ditions. That  statement  by  Mr.  Sidney 
Webb  marks  the  guiding  line  of  our  mow- 
ment.  I  have  mentioned  that  a  certain 
school  of  Socialism — the  Australian  Social- 
istic League — want  to  accomplish  a  change 
by  revolution — constitutional  revolution,  by 
Act  of  Parliament.  We  do  not  be- 
long to  this  school,  the  members  of 
whidi  denounce  us  as  anti-Socialists. 
We  say  thar  they  are  impractical, 
and  that  we  mntt  have  the  consent  of  the 
people  fxx  every  step  we  take.  The  people 
have  already  done  much,  and  will  do  still 
more  in  the  direction  of  Socialism,  and  the 
cnovement  is  certain  to  advance.     The  ad- 


dition of  affairs  which  may  be  eventually 
developed,  may  be  considered  communistn, 
when,  owing  to  the  advance  of  science,  it 
may  be  but  mere  exercise  to  supply  the 
wants  of  all  the  pet^Ie.  It  is  estimated, 
even  now,  that  if  emybodv  did  his  share 
of  work,  the  labour  of  all  for  two  hours  a 
day  would  produce  all  that  could  possibly 
be  utilized.  This  may  be  considered  only 
an  estimate  and  calculation  by  mathemati- 
cians, but  it  shows  that  we  have  already 
reached'  a  time  when  by  the  exercise  of  our 
powers  we  could  remedy  many  of  our  diffi- 
culties and  miseries.  Sidney  Webb  further 
says  there  should  be  a — 

close  examination  of  materials  composing  the 
structure  of  society,  their  xelatioos  to  each  other, 
and  their  ideas  regarding  the  moral  rights  of 

each 

and  also — 

Chaise  comes  by  the  will  of  the  people, 
democratic,  and  slow  enough  to  avoid  bad  effects 
morally. 

We  can  only  succeed  by  a  proper  recogni- 
tion of  these  principles.  This  is  an  import- 
ant phase  of  the  matter  with  which  I  desire 
to  deal,  and  I  connect  it  with  the  references 
I  have  already  made  to  the  changes  ivhich 
have  taken  place  in  the  minds  of  a  yr;at 
many  on  the  subject  of  land  ownership.  In 
this  connexion  I  last  night  purposely  qu'-ted 
some  figures  with  respect  to  the  Western 
District  of  Victoria.  It  is  recognised  and 
admitted  that  it  is  against  the  interests  of 
the  people  as  a  whole  that  the  land  in  that 
district,  to  which  I  referred,  should  not  be 
put  to  its  proper  use.  Tb*^  ^qual  ownership 
of  land  as  the  source  of  all  wealth  is  now 
very  generally  recognised  as  desirable.  But 
Socialists  recognise — and  the  opposition  to 
the  idea  is  now  one  of  the  biggest  difficulties 
which  they  have  to  surmount — that  machin- 
ery is  in  the  same  position,  and  its  control 
must  be  taken  in  hand  by  the  community. 
Machinery  is  being  introduced  very  rapidly, 
and  it  is  displacing  men.  Whelli  land  was 
occupied  only  by  sheep  the  door  was  closed 
on  the  natural  opportunity,  whidi  all  should 
have,  of  access  to  the  source  of  all  wealth. 
That  is  generally  recognised  and  admitted, 
and  we  claim  that  the  position  is  exactly 
the  same  with  respect  to  machinery.  When 
there  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  an  indivi- 
dual or  group  of  individuals  the  conlrrjl  of 
machinery  which  displaces  labour,  where  is 
labour  to  go?  If  all  production  is  to  be 
performe'd  by  machinery,  what  is  to  beccvne 
of  the  labourer? 

Mr.  Kellv. — ^Would  the  honorable  mem- 
I  ber  abolisli  all  machinery-  ? 
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Mi.  SPENCE.— I  am  not  quite  a  fool. 
I  do  not  object  t6  reasonable  interjections, 
but  I  am  now  dealing  with  a  very  important 
questi<Mi,  which  I  hope  the  honorable  member 
for  Wentworth  will  study,  because  I  am  un- 
willing to  give  up  hope  that  the  hcmorable 
member  may  some  day  become  a  democrat. 
It  is  only  because  honorable  members  have 
not  studied  the  matter  that  they  fail  to  re- 
cognise that  the  positicm  with  respect  to 
land  and  cnachinery  is  the  same.  After  ail, 
what  is  machinery  ?  We  have  taken  many 
of  the  latent  forces  of  nature  from  the  land, 
which  is  the  storehouse  of  nature.  We  have 
exploited  nature  to  some  extent,  and  have 
availed  ourselves  of  some  of  its  forces.  We 
have  made  use  of  substances  found  in  na- 
ture. Iron  and  steel  Have  been  placed  in 
certain  relations  to  each  other,  and,  util- 
izing certain  forces  of  nature,  we  have  taken 
control  of  them.  The  principle  is  exactly 
the  same  as  that  involved  in  men  taking 
control  of  land,  and  shutting  other  men  off 
that  land.  The  man  taking  cmtrol  of  ma- 
chinery whidi  displaces  laBour,  shuts  that 
labour  out  from  benefiting  by  the  intro- 
duction of  that  machinery.  So  that,  unless 
we  have  machinery  under  the  control  of  the 
community,  and  unless  production  becomes 
production  for  use  of  the  community, 
rather  than  for  profit  of  the  individual, 
we  can  have  no  hope  that  we  shall  be  able 
to  do  away  :Prith  the  social  evils  and  misery 
whidi  now  exist.  I  think  honorable  mem- 
bers must  see  that.  They  are  aware  of  the 
alarm  which  was  created  by  the  proposal 
to  nationalize  land ;  but  that  that  is  a  wise 
proposal  is  now  recognised,  and  admitted 
even  by  the  Premier  of  Victoria.  That 
honorable  gentleman  has  undertaken  to  give 
effect  to  the  principle,  and  no  one  is  likely 
to  charge  him  with  being  a  Socialist,  or,  at 
all  events,  a  consdous  Socialist.  The  other 
half  of  the  Prime  Minister  has  advocated 
the  same  principle,  and  1  wish  h(mc»able 
members  opponte  to  see  that  it  is  incori- 
sistent  on  their  part  to  abuse  the  naticnali- 
zation  of  other  things  when,  to  a  limited 
extent  at  all  events,  they  agree  to  the 
nationalization  of  land.  It  need  hardly 
be  asserted  that  no  one  proposes  that 
we  should  take  anything  from  any- 
body. We  propose  to  take  land,  but  we 
do  not  propose  to  do  so  without  compensat- 
ing the  owner  of  that  land.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  we  compensate  him  handsomely. 
We  pay  him  for  something  he  never  pro- 
duced at  all.  We  pay  him  for  more  than 
his  imptovements,  because  he  very  often 
takes  the  unearned  increment  to  which  he  is 


on  no  moral  ground  entitled.  In  connexion 
with  the  nationalization  of  machinery,  we 
see  no  reason  why  it  may  not  be  gradually 
effected,  by  following  on  the  lines  which  I 
have  already  indicated.  We  may  gradu- 
ally extend  the  number  of  factories  man- 
aged and  controlled  by  the  State,  or  it 
may  be  that  when  the  ownership  of 
machinery  develops  into  a  monopoly  ire 
may  see  fit  to  take  over  that  monopoly. 
This  is  the  presoit  policy,  in  a  {nactical 
way,  of  the  Labour  Party.  The  trend  of 
the  present  industrial  system  is  distinctly 
in  the  direction  of  trusts  and  monthlies. 
In  America  the  whole  telegraphic  system  of 
the  country  is  in  the  hands  of  two  com- 
panies, bossed  by  a  single  syndicate.  There 
is  there  also  what  is  known  as  the  "  Triple- 
Alliance,"  in  the  shape  of  the  oil,  sugar, 
and  whisky  trusts.  We  say  that  here  we  have 
already  reached  a  condition  of  monopoly 
in  one  industry,  the  txibaooo  industry,  ami 
that  (tfher  monopolies  are  coming.  When 
industries  have  readied  that  stage  we  say 
that  the  community  should  take  them  over. 
We  do  not  say  that  they  should  all  be 
taken  over  now.  We  are  quite  willing 
that  the  evolution  should  go  on.  and  should 
in  fact  be  oonductcd  by  the  anti-Sodalists, 
if  honorable  members  please,  who  are  at 
present  working  as  hard  as  they  can  for 
Socialism.  Those  of  us  who  have  studied 
these  questions  know  that  we  are  proceed- 
ing in  the  right  way,  and  we  desire  that 
others  shall  come  to  believe  that 
it  is  the  ri^t  thing  that  mono- 
polies should  be  taken  over  by  the  State. 
All  monc^lies  enormously  cheapen  the  cn$t 
of  production,  and  we  shall  be  able  to  An 
away  with  a  vast  number  of  unnecessary 
middlemen  who  are  now  engaged  in  tiie 
general  struggle  for  existence,  and  at  tHe 
same  time  serve  to  increase  the  cost  of  the 
article  to  the  OMisuraer.  We  desire  that 
all  that  should  be  wiped  out  altogether, 
and  it  is  only  by  the  adoptioi  of  Socialism 
that  that  can  be  d<xie.  I  defy  any  man  who 
gives  any  study  to  this  question  to  propose 
any  other  means  that  is  not  a  revoltitim. 
We  cannot  change  men  suddenly  by  Act  of 
Parliament;  the ■  alteration  can  be  effected 
onlv  bv  a  gradual  change  in  the  ideas  by 
which  thev  are  governed.  Unfortunatelv 
many  persons  go  around  with  their  mental 
eyes  shut,  and  they  fail  to  recognise  these 
things.  Thev  are  like  a  man  in  a  dream, 
or  like  an  individual  known  to  myself,  who 
is  so  absent-minded  and  absorbed  in  the 
solution;  of  prcrfilems  that  he  has  <rften 
passed  his  ovm  wife  on  Ae  footpath,  and 
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she  has  had  to  bump  him  with  an  umbrella 
before  he  has  recognised  her.    We  desire 
that  the  minds  of  men  ^11  be  con- 
centrated honestly  on  this  subject,  not  for 
any  party  reasons  at  all,  but  because  we  be- 
lieve that  when  they  think  the  matter  out 
fully  they  will  realize  that  the  Labour  Party, 
whose  members  ha\-e  studied  these  questions, 
are  not  proposing  drastic  and  extreme  mea- 
sures.    We  do  not  propose  to  put  society 
on  a  right  footing  by  means  of  Acts  of 
Parliament.     We  do  not  propose  to  take 
anything  fron  anybody,  but  we  do  propose 
to  allow  to  the  poor  and  down-trodden  some 
chance  of  a  reasonable  living.     What  has 
been  our  work,  so  far,  but  to  attempt  to  se- 
cure by  means  of  trades  unions  proper  con- 
ditions, and  something  like  a  living  wage 
for  working  moi,  and  by  our  factory  laws 
to  secure  for  them  reasonable  hours  of 
labour?     These  measures  are  all  pallia- 
tives   of    existing    industrial  conditions. 
The  real  and  final  solution  of  the  ques- 
tion must  come  from  every  one  having  an 
equal  opfKirtunity  to  earn  his  living,  and 
from  having  that  opportunity  assured  to 
him.     What  impulse  is  there  for  a  man  to 
do  his  best  when  he  knows  that  the  harder 
he  works  the  more  the  price  of  his  labour 
will  be  cut  down?     What  nonsense  it  is 
to  talk  of  incUviduality  b^ig  developed 
under  such  conditions !     We  see  now  a 
fierce  struggle  for  eustence  in  whidi  the 
workers  are  driven  to  work  by  the  lash 
and  by  the  fear  of  star\'ation  staring  them 
in  the  face ;  and,  to  make  matters  worse, 
their  employers  sneer  at  them.  I  know  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta  is  an 
intelligent  man  and  a  student      He  has 
worked  amongst  the  coal-miners  himself, 
and  he  knows  diat  there  are  men  in  this 
country  engaged  in  mantial  labour  who  are 
equal  in  ability  to  honorable  members  in 
this  House.  We  who  have  worked  amongst 
them,  and  ki»w  them  as  mates,  are  aware 
that  ttie  intelligence,  and  the  brain  power 
of  this  country  is  not  concentrated  in  its 
Parliaments,    and    certainly    not    in  the 
Commonwealth    Parliament.      These  in- 
telligent   men    have    less  class-feeling 
than    some    honOTaUe    members  would 
think.     They    have    no   hatred  against 
the  employing  class.     They  are  aware 
that  it  is  the  system  that  is  at  fault,  not 
the  .individuals  who  benefit  from  the  system. 
P^sonally,  I  am  an  admirer  of  the  tyrant, 
wherever  he  may  be  found.    He  has  his 
value.   I  have  often  said,  and  I  say  again, 
that  if  I  had  a  hand  in  the  erection  of 
monuments  to  eminent  peofde  I  would  erect 


them  to  the  tyrants  of  the  world.    I  have 
no  feeling  of  hatred  towards  the  most  avari- 
cious capitalist  or  sweater.    He  makes  men 
realize  that  there  are  faults  in  the  social 
system    xmder    which    they    live.  He 
awakens  them  from  apathy,  and  causes  them 
to  realize  the  necessitv  f<»  bringing  atxnit  a 
more  healthy  condition  of  affairs.  Many 
of  those  who  condemn  the  Sodalist  pro 
granune  clearly  show  that  they  have  no 
knowledge  of  "the  object.    They  merely 
appeal  to  the  prejudice  and  the  class-feel- 
ing of  people.     The  preaching  of  reaction- 
ary doctrines  never  had  any  other  effect 
than  to  lead  the  masses  In  the  direction  of 
democracy.      I  had  a  number  of  other 
points  to  make,  but  I  will  not  deal  with 
them  to-day.   I  should  require  a  couple  of 
hours  more  to  complete  my  points,  but  I 
will  leave  them  for  another  oppntumty. 
I  have  made  a  remark  about  the  constitu- 
tional positicm.    I  wi^  to  repeat  it.     It  is 
a  fact  which  honorable  members  opposite 
must  realize — that  the  people  of  Australia 
elect  their  Parliament  on  the  broadest  fran- 
chise, and  that  nothing  in  the  way  of  legis- 
lati(Hi  can  be  done  except  with  their  ap- 
proval.   We  must  demaiid  that  every  can- 
didate who  submits  himself  to  the  people 
shall  state  definitely  what  he  proposes  to 
da     The  people  should  set  their  faces 
against  the  independent — ioA  man  who 
hides  what  he  intends  to  do  when  he  gets 
into  Parliament,  and  who  takes  upon  him- 
self the  privilege  of  declaring  that  he  is 
to  be  the  best  judge  of  his  actions  as  a 
representative.    That  is  not  how  represen- 
tative institutions  should  be  conducted.  It 
is  not  in  accordance  with  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  democratic  government   I  again 
ask  this  Govermnent  what  they  propose  to 
do?   They  seem  to  have  no  policy  except 
to  appeal  to  class  prejudices.  The  Govern- 
ment   declare    themselves   to   be  anti- 
Socialists;    but    I    hope    the  people 
will     realize     that    it     is     not  safe, 
!  especially     at     the     present  juncture, 
to   intrust  the   administration  of  affairs 
to  men  who  have  no  definite  programme. 
There  is  safety  only  in  intrusting  the  go- 
vernment to  men  who  know  what  they  want 
to  do ;  because  when  a  man  has  studied  a 
subject,   and  knows  what  he  wishes  to 
achieve,  be  is  less  likely  to  fall  into  errors 
than   are  those   who   are   driven  along 
blindly.    The  Government  having  no  policy 
in  a  cmcrete  form,  simply  live  on  the 
vague  nusunderstanding  of  a  word.  They 
are   supported   in   the   country   by  the 
ideas  of  men  like   Mr.  Walpoie,  who 
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has  argued  that  marriage  is  a  luxury, 
and  who  would  deny  to  a  working  man  the 
chance  of  going  to  a  theatre  or  having  a 
drink  of  b^r  perhaps  to  make  him  forget 
his  miseries.  Do  .the  Government  intend 
to  appeal  to  the  coimtry  on  the  policy  that 
marriage  is  to  be  declared  a  luxury  ?  They 
should  declare  what  they  mean,  or  it  must 
be  dragged  out  of  them.  I  am  sure  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Wilmot,  before 
he  will  consent  to  vote  with  the  Govern- 
ment, will  want  to  know  what  he  is  com- 
mitting himself  to.  I  do  not  think  that 
he  would  be  opposed  to  anything  that  could 
be  shown  to  be  for  the  general  good.  That 
is  all  that  the  party  to  which  I  bel<xig 
is  seeking.  We  have  a  right  to  liw 
judged  by  our  platfcvtn,  and  not  by 
any  prejudice  created  over  the  mere  mis- 
understanding of  a  wc»rd.  We  have 
adopted  the  title  of  the  Labour  Party, 
not  because  it  is  a  nice  sounding  term,  but 
because  it  describes  our  aims.  The  very 
adoption  of  the  word  labour  is  a  proof  that 
we  intend  to  use  our  powers  in  the  interests 
of  mankind — for  the  development  of  all 
that  will  promote  the  happiness  of  man- 
hood and  womanhood.  That  is  the  great 
aim  which  we  have  before  us.  We  de- 
sire to  so  change  the  conditions  under 
which  society  is  governed,  that  men  and 
women  shall  possess  equally  a  good  environ- 
ment, to  the  end  that  we  may  be  able  to 
produce  a  race  of  whose  qualities,  physical 
and  mental,  we  shall  have  just  cause  to  be 
proud. 

Mr.  LEE  (Cowper). — I  do  not  suppose 
that  a  motion  of  no-ccmfidence  in  the  Go- 
vernment can  be  discussed  without  the  in- 
troduction of  personalities.  The  honorable 
member  for  Darling  lifted  this  debate  from 
the  region  of  persmalities,  and  carried  us 
into  the  clouds,  and  it  is  now  time  for  us 
to  descend  to  earth.  There  were  one  or 
two  matters  on  which  he  touched  in  the 
same  manner  as  he  did  in  his  electioneering 
campaign.  He  tried  to  make  his  consti- 
tuents believe  that  if  the  free-traders  had 
their  way  they  would  impose  a  duty  on 
seven  or  eight  hundred  articles,  which  are 
now  free.  But  he  forgot  to  tell  them  that 
the  Tariff,  as  introduced  bv  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  Adelaide,  was  con- 
siderably modified  by  the  free-traders. 

Mr.  Tudor. — That  is  prettv  rough  on 
the  protectionist  half  of  the  Ministry. 

Mr.  LEE. — ^The  honorable  member  for 
Darlinif  has  a  perfect  right  to  give  free- 
traders credit  for  what  they  do.  We  are 
quite  prepared  to  stand  our  ground.  We 


I  have  been  able  to  defend  our  position.  Nev 
South  Wales  has  been  dragged  into  this 
discussion  a  good  deal,  and  verv  unneces- 
[  sarilv,  I  think.      But  she  is  quite  able 
I  to  Io(^  after  her  own  finances.     At  ihe 
!  last  general  electitxi,  she  showed  the  Labour 
I  Party  that  she  intends  to  do  with>iut 
their  aid,  for  she  returned  to  power  a 
party  which  is  not  at  their  domination.  The 
Labour  Party  now  comprise  only  a  litile 
over  one-fourth  of  the  Legislative  AssembU. 
and  therefore  occupy  a  very  different  posi- 
tion from  that  which  they  used  to  hold,  i 
Their  number  has  been  increased  at  ihe 
expense  of  the  then  Ministerialists.  The 
Opposition  party  at  the  time  came  bad: 
from  the  polls  more  powerful  than  em, 
although  they  had  lost  several  seats  as  the 
result  of  the  splitting  of  votes. 

Mr.  Page. — Do  not  let  it  happen  again. 
Mr.  WiLKS. — Let  us  have  a  seccxid  ballot 
so  that  the  majority  may  rule. 

Mr.  LEE. — It  would  be  a  very  good  thing 
if  our  Electoral  Act  provided  xoz  the  hold- 
ing of  a  second  ballot  In  tbis  session  verv 
little  legislation  has  been  passed.  We 
have  had  a  debate  on  the  Address-in-RepIy 
and  on  two  Ministerial  statements,  and  now 
a  vote  of  censure  upon  the  Ministry  is  be- 
ing discussed.  The  debate  on  the  last 
Ministerial  statement  fizzled  out  because  it 
awakened  very  little  interest  The  present 
debate  is  dragging  itself  wearily  along. 
Personal  explanations  constitute  its  prin- 
cipal feature.  Nearly  e\*ery  day  an  honor- 
able member  has  to  rise  and  make  a  personar 
explanation.  That  is  a  very  peculiar  way 
of  carrying  on  a  debate  on  a  no-confidence 
motion.  The  chief  charge'  against  the  Min- 
istry is  that  they  are  a  coalition.  For  the 
first  time  the  free-traders  and  protectionists 
have  sunk  their  fiscal  differences  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  the  Government  in  a 
constitutional  manner.  It  was  certainly  a 
great  accession  for  the  free-traders,  as  veil 
as  the  protectionists^  to  agree  to  sink  the 
fiscal  issue. 

Mr.  Bahford. — ^When  knocked  out. 

Mr.  LEE. — ^There  has  been  no  sacrifi-'e 
of  principle  on  the  piftrt  of  the  free-traders. 
We  have,  however,  decided  to  sink  our 
fiscal  differences,  and  carry  on  the  Gorem- 
ment  of  the  Commcoiwealth,  as  far  as 
possible,  in  a  oonstitutimal  manner. 

Mr.  Page.— The  fr«te-traders  in  the 
Labour  Party  are  all  tight 

Mr.  LEE. — I  believe  they  arc  When  this 
session  was  opened,  the  House  was  divided 
as  nearly  as  posnble  into  three  equal  parties. 
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The  thsn  Prime  Minister  decided  that 
such  a  state  of  things  cxnild  not  be  alloved 
to  cmtinue ;  that  he  would  not  hold  power 
at  the  bidding  of  any  party  which  was  not 

loyal. 

Mr.  Tudor. — Why  did  not  the  honorable 
member  support  him  and  keep  him  in  office  ? 

Mr.  LEE.— Why  did  not  the  Labour 
Partv  keep  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  in  office?  At  the  earliest 
oppOTtimity,  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  made  up  his  mind  to  test  the  feel- 
ing of  the  House,  so  that  the  Government 
of  the  Commonwealth  could  be  carried  cm 
in  a  proper  and  constituti<»ial  manner. 
There  is  no  act  which  reflects  greater  credit 
on  that  honorable  and  learned  member  than 
his  decision  not  to  hold  office  at  the  bidding 
of  a  party  which  was  not  loyal  to  him, 
and  sitting  behind  him.  The  same  posititm 
is  taken  up  by  the  present  Ministry,  who 
do  not  wish  to  hold  office  without  a  majority 
at  their  back. 

Opposition  Members. — Hear,  hear  ! 

Mr.  L££. — My  honorable  friends  on  the 
other  side  wOI  see  when  the  time  ccxnes 
that  the  Government  have  a  majority  be- 
hind them. 

Mr.  Storrer. — The  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat  would  not  take  office 
in  the  coalition  Government. 

Mr.  LEE. — The  hcmorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat  is  the  head  of  the 
Protectionist  movement  in  Victoria.  He 
considered  that  now  that  a  truce  had  been 
declared,  and  a  coalition  formed,  his  duty 
was  still  to  be  readv  to  lead  his  forces  if 
any  great  protectionist  issue  were  raised. 

\It.  Wilks. — He  is  the  watchdog  of  the 
protectionists. 

Mr.  Page. — He  is  the  watchdog  of  the 
Reid  Ministry. 

Mr.  LEE.— The  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat  is  still  leader  of  the 
Protectionist  Party,  and  although  a  fiscal 
truce  has  been  declared,  there  has  not  been 
one  jot  or  tittle  of  principle  g^ven  away  by 
either  party  on  this  side. 

Mr.  Page. — They  had  nothing  to  give 
away. 

Mr.  LEE. — Nothing  to  give  away  !  Why 
we  have  taken  a  leaf  out  of  the  hodk.  of 
the  Labour  Party.  How  have  they  been 
able  to  advance  so  much?  Because  the 
free-traders  and  the  protectionists  were  cwi- 
tinually  fighting  one  another  over  the  fiscal 
question.  The  Labour  Party  decided  to 
sink  the  fiscal  issue,  and  persuaded  free- 
traders and  protectionists  to  waive  their 


fiscal  differences  and  fight  under  the  ban- 
ner of  labour.  And  now,  because  we 
have  sunk  the  fiscal  question  

Mr.  Page. — ^What  an  admission  to  make  I 
The  honorable  member  is  the  only  man 
who  has  admitted  that  he  has  sunk  the 
fiscal  question. 

Mr.  LEE. — ^We  have  entered  into  a  truce 
and  the  question  of  the  Tariff  is  not  to  be 
raised  during  this  Parliament,  We  have 
decided  that,  for  the  life  of  this  Par- 
liament, there  shall  be  a  coalition  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  the  Government  in 
a  constitutional  manner.  There  were  some 
honorable  members  who  were  not  in  favour 
of  that  proposal.  The  protectionist  wing 
thought,  after  looking  all  round,  that  the 
wisest  thing  they  could  do  would  be  to 
fall  in  with  the  Labour  Party  and  form  an 
alliance. 

Mr.  WiLKS.— It  is  a  "fall  in"  all 
right. 

Mr.  LEE.— It  is  a  "  fall  in." 

Mr.  Wilks. — Mr.  Azutey  savs  it  is  a 
"  fall  in." 

Mr.  Page.— Who  is  he? 

Mr.  Wiles. — The  honorable  member's 
"  boss  "  leader  in  Victoria. 

Mr.  LEE. — The  protectionist  wing  con- 
sidered that  their  wisest  plan  was  not  to 
invite  the  opposition  of  the  Labour  Party 
at  the  next  general  election,  and  therefore 
they  decided  to  fall  in  with  them  as  far 
as  possible.  I  remember  an  alliance  in 
New  South  Wales  between  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  East  Sydney  and  the 
Labour  Party,  who  had  been  supporting 
his  Government.  At  the  general  election 
he  advised  his  free-trade  supporters  not  to 
oppose  l^xnir  candidates  j  in  fact,  he  went 
so  far  as  to  ask  me  to  go  and  support  a 
labour  candidate,  whic£  I  did.  But 
the  very  moi  whom  he  supported  then, 
whose  return  he  helped  to  secure,  after- 
wards put  him  out  of  power.  Those 
honorable  members  who  think  that 
they  will  escape  opposition  from  the 
Labour  Party  are  very  much  mistaken. 
I  am  sure  that  they  will  not  lower  their  flag 
to  save  any  man.  They  believe  in  their 
principles,  and  they  have  a  right  to  insist 
that  every  man  who  receives  their  support 
shall  sign  their  pledge  They  have  put 
their  platform  before  the  world,  and  every 
man  who  allieii  himself  with  the  party 
should  be  ready  to  subscribe  to  their  tenets. 
After  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Ballarat  retired  from  office  the  Labour 
Party  took  up  the  reins  of  Government,  but 
existed  as  a  Ministry  on  sufferance  only. 
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Mr.  I^^GE. — Hht  pres^  Government  are 
in  exactly  the  same  positkm. 

Mr.  LEE.~We  shall  soon  find  out 
whether  or  not  that  is  sa 

Mr.  TuDOB. — ^The  Prime  Minister  has 
stated  that  the  Government  can  do  no  busi- 
ness unless  the  Opposition  give  him  their 
assistance. 

Mr.  LEE.— The  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat  said  that  he  was  pre- 
pared to  give  the  late  Government  fair 
play,  and  he  kept  his  promise.  No  vote 
of  censure  was  moved  during  the  whole  of 
the  time  they  were  in  office. 

Mr.  TvDOB. — They  were  stabbed  in  the 
back. 

Mr.  LEE. — ^We  amended  the  Arbitration 
Bill,  and  improved  it  in  every  possible  way, 
but  the  Labour  Party  were  not  otvitent. 
They  wished  to  have  clause  48  recom- 
mitted, so  that  the  amendment  restrict- 
ing the  power  of  the  Court  to  grant 
preference  to  unionists  might  be  modified. 
They  told  hcmorable  members  that,  unless 
the  prevbus  vote  was  revernd,  they  would 
leagn  office;  but,  with  one  or  two  ocep- 
ti<m8,  those  honorable  members  who  had 
voted  in  favour  of  the  amendment  remained 
true  to  their  principles.  The  late  Govern- 
ment chose  their  own  battle-ground,  and 
suffered  a  well-merited  defeat.  The  Ar- 
bitration Bill,  which  was  brought  promin- 
ently before  the  electors  at  the  last  general 
election,  has  involved  the  fate  of  two 
Ministries,  and  we  have  yet  to  see  how 
the  present  Government  will  faie.  The 
measure  has  been  greatly  improved  by  the 
modification  of  the  provinrais  with  regard 
to  the  common  rule,  by  the  restrictians 
placed  upon  the  power  of  the  Court  to 
grant  preference  to  unionists,  and  by  the 
removal  of  the  agricultural  industry  beyond 
the  scope  of  the  measure.  The  best  in- 
terests of  the  community  would  have  been 
menaced  if  the  agricultural  industry  had 
been  brought  under  the  operaticm  of  the 
Bill.  I  do  not  see  how  the  Labour 
Party  can  reasonably  object  to  the  coalition 
formed  by  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  who  have,  in  accordance  with  the 
understanding  arrived  at  at  the  last  elec- 
tion, sunk  the  fiscal  issue. 

Mr.  Watkins. — How  did  the  honorable 
member  secure  his  election? 

Mi.  lee. — I  stood  as  a  straight-out 
free-trader.  .  . 

Mr.  Watkins.— Then  the  honorable  mem- 
ber did  not  sink  the  fiscal  issue. 


Mr.  lee. — I  have  agreed  to  ank  the 
fiscal  issue  for  the  present,  because  I  k- 
alize  that  it  is  of  no  use  to  run  one's  bead 
against  a  wall.  The  Labour  Fai^  ban 
sunk  the  fiscal  issue. 

Mr.  Paw. — ^Nevjr. 

Mr.  LEE.— We  have  been  told  that  it 
is  intended  to  again  raise  that  issue;  but 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  Labour  Paitr 
will  fight  under  the  protectioDist  banner. 

Mr.  Webstek. — The  honorable  member 
has  sunk  his  electOTat& 

Mr.  LEE. — I  am  not  afraid  to  face  the 
consequences  of  what  I  hare  done. 

Mr.  FiTLLEK. — The  bmorable  member  for 
Gwydir  will  not  have  CMiIy  Colooel  Omlov 
to  oppose  him  at  the  next  election. 

Mr.  Webster. — Perhaps  die  booontble 
and  learned  member  will  come  up  and  fight 
me. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  am  very  sorry  to 
again  have  to  call  attention  to  the  retmrb 
passing  between  honorable  meoAers  acron 
the  Chamber.  Suclk  ooorersatiana  axe  entirely 
out  <A  onier,  and  I  diall  hams  to  mestkn 
the  name  of  tfw  next  booonble  laento 
who  offends.  I  rikould  fae  cstrenieir  leliR- 
tant  to  take  such  an  extreme  couise,  and  I 
hope  that  I  ahidl  not  have  oocanoo  to  do 
sa 

Mr.  LEE. — It  has  been  stated  during  this 
debate  that  the  free-traders  have  swalkwed 
the  protectionists,  but  I  would  pcnnt  out 
that  the  Minister  who  holds  the  purse-strings 
is  a  protectionist,  and  that  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Custcnns,  and  also  the  Hinister 
who  stands  behind  the  guns,  are  of  the  same 
political  faith.  Therefore,  I  do  not  think 
that  there  is  much  swallowing  in  the  case. 

Mr.  Page. — ^Wbere  do  the  freetraders 
oome  in? 

Mr.  LEE. — One  stands  at  the  top  of  the 
tree.  T  do  not  think  there  \s  any  danger  of 
the  protectionist  members  of  the  Ministrv 
being  called  upon  to  act  contrary  to 
their  principles,  or  of  their  suffering  from 
their  association  with  the  free-traders  any 
more  than  the  members  of  the  Labour 
Party  will  suffer  owing  to  their  connexion 
with  the  protectionists.  In  the  eyes  of 
the  Labour  Party  it  is  apparently  almost  a 
crime  for  free-traders  and  protectionists  to 
form  a  coalition.  We  hne,  howenr, 
joined  foroa  in  the  interests  of  oonstitn- 
tional  gorcrnment,  and  we  intend  to  da 
our  best  to  defeat  the  efforts  of 
the  Labour  Party  to  force  their 
socialistic  ideas  upon  the  comnmnitr. 
I  am  very  much  surprised  that  the  Lnbour 
Party  have  entered  into  an  alliance  with  the 
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Frotecdomst  Party.  That  alliance  has  been 
brought  about  by  the  parliamentary  repre- 
sentatives who  belong  to  the  party,  but  I  do 
not  think  that  it  will  be  approved  of  by 
the  labour  organizations  outside  Parlia- 
ment. If  it  is,  we  shall  have  a  new  set 
of  oonditioos*  and  I  think  that  the  Labour 
Party  will  be .  those  who  will  suffer  most 
by  the  change.  So  long  as  the  party 
remains  distinct  from  the  other  par- 
ties in  its  aims  and  methods,  it  will  be  a 
power  in  the  land ;  but  if  it  allies  itself  with 
other  parties,  it  will  lose  influence.  The 
alliance  which  has  been  made  is  to  last  for 
this  and  the  next  Parliament ;  but  honor- 
able members  have  no  right  to  make  pro- 
mises which  will  bind  the  members  of  next 
Parliament,  because  tbey  do  not  know  that 
ttey  will  be  here  then.  Half  of  those  who 
jcxned  the  alliance  may  not  be  returned.  I 
do  not  pretend  to  be  a  prophet,  but  my 
words  may  nevertheless  be  true.  We  may 
have  to  go  to  the  country  very  shortly. 

Mr.  Watkins. — The  bcxiorable  menUjer 
will  then  have  to  omsider  his  own  chances 
of  re-election. 

Mr.  LEE. — I  coisider  them  very  seri- 
ously. We  have  to  look  at  all  these  mat- 
ters straight  in  the  face.  The  motion  for 
the  ^pointmoit  of  a  C(Mnmission  to  inquire 
into  the  operation  of  the  Commonwealth 
Tariff,  of  which  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Indi  gave  notice  just  prif»-  to 
the  moving  of  this  moticn  of  censure,  was 
merely  an  electioneering  move.  Almost  all 
the  talk  about  ^e  necessity  for  revising 
the  Tariff  has  come  from  two  or  "three  of  the 
protectionist  representati\'es  of  Victoria. 
We  do  not  hear  anything  abmit  it  frcwn  the 
protectionists  of  the  other  States.  The 
terras  of  tire  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber's motion,  however,  are  so  indefinite, 
that  it  might  equally  well  have  been  brought 
forward  by  a  free-trader.  The  free- 
traders are  just  as  anxious  as  are  the  protec- 
tionists for  a  satisfactcvy  Tariff. 

Mr.  Storrzr. — Then  why  does  the  hon- 
orable member  say  that  the  giving  of  notice 
of  the  motion  was  a  pcditical  move? 
^  Mr.  LEE. — Because  it  was  done  imme- 
diately before  the  moving  of  this  motion  of 
want  of  confidence.  Although  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Indi  could 
have  given  notice  of  his  motion  months  ago, 
he  deferred  doing  so  until  the  present  time, 
so  that  if  there  happens  to  be  an  election 
he  will  be  able  to  tell  the  electors  that  he 
was  ready  to  do  aoooething  fax  them.  In 
my  (^ubion,  there  riunild  be  no  alteraticm 
of  the  Tariff  ua^  the  omstituenciei  have 


spoken  in  regard  to  the  matter.  The  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Ballarat,  who 
was  at  the  time  Prime  Minister,  let  it  be 
distinctly  understood  in  Victoria  prior  to 
the  late  general  elections  that  he  declared 
for  fiscal  peace,  and  that  positicHi  was  after- 
wards accepted  by  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Bland.  When  the  new  House 
met,  the  three  parties  had  agreed  that  in  the 
interests  of  legislation  the  fiscal  issue  should 
be  put  on  one  side  for  a  time.  Now  that 
there  are  only  two  parties  in  the  House, 
the  question  is  being  brought  forward  again, 
so  that  if  there  is  an  appeal  to  the  country, 
those  who  have  given  notices  oi  motion  may 
be  able  to  profit  by  their  action.  The  Prime 
Minister  Has  beoi  twitted  for  refraining 
from  referring  to  the  old-age  pensions  ques- 
tion when  making  his  policy  speech;  but 
we  must  accept  his  statement  that  he  did 
so  through  an  oversight,  and  we  know  that 
the  policy  of  the  Government  in  regard  to 
the  matter  was  declared  by  the  Attorney- 
General  in  another  place,  and  subsequen:ly 
by  another  Minister.  The  leader  of  the 
Opposition  has  stated  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  his  party  to  provide  for  a  Common- 
wealth old-age  pensions  scheme  during  the 
present  Parliament,  whether  the  States  were 
satisfied  or  not,  to  use  his  own  words. 
The  Government,  however,  propose  first  to 
c<Hi$alt  the  States  in  the  matter,  which  is 
the  more  reasonable  course  to  take.  At  the 
present  time  New  South  Wales  and  Vic- 
toria, which  contain  two-thirds  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  Commonwealth,  have  old-age 
prions  systems  in  force,  and  if  there  is 
anything  in  the  boast  of  the  Labour  Party 
that  Queensland  and  Western  Australia 
are  under  Labour  control,  I  ask  why  do 
they  not  bring  old-age  pensions  laws  into 
force  in  those  States?  The  old-age  pen- 
sions system  is  a  very  difficult  one  for  the 
Connmonwealth  to  provide  for,  because,  in 
order  to  obtain  thiou|^  the  Customs  House 
the  ^^1,500,000  whidi  would  be  necessary 
to  establish  it,  ;^6, 000,000  would  have  to 
be  raised,  in  order  to  comply  with  the  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution  which  requires 
that  three-fourths  of  the  Customs  revenue 
raised  by  the  Commonwealth  shall  be  re- 
turned to  the  States.  It  would  be  pre- 
posterous to  propose  the  levj-ing  of  so  much 
additional  taxation,  and  the  fact  shows  that 
the  Labour  Party  are  not  in  earnest  when 
tliey  speak  about  providing  f<»^  Common- 
wealth old-iage  pensions  without  making 
preliminary  arrangements  with  the  States.. 
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The  honorable  member  for  Barrier  inter- 
jected, when  the  subject  was  discussed  be- 
fore, "  Cannot  we  raise  a  land  tax  ?  ' '  but 
I  do  not  think  that  the  Labour  Party  are 
prepared  to  go  to  the  country  in  advocacy 
of  the  impositicm  of  a  land  tax  for  the  pur- 
pose of  prm'iding  old-age  pensions. 
Mr.  TuDOH. — I  am. 

Mr.  LEE. — I  think  that  the  honorable 
member  is  the  only  one  who  would  do  so. 
It  would  be  wrong  to  deprive  the  States 
of  a  means  of  revenue  upon  which  they 
now  so  largely  depend.  The  Common- 
wealth would  have  ik>  right  to  step  in  and 
take  from  tHe  States  the  right  to  impose 
taxation  upon  land.  We  hear  a  good  deal 
about  interference  with  States  rights.  If 
some  persons  had  their  way»  there  would 
be  no  States  rights  at  all.  The  proposal  of 
the  Prime  Minister  to  enter  into  an  ar- 
rangement with  the  Treasurers  of  the  States 
before  providinig  for  any  Commonwealth 
old-age  pensions  system  is  the  right  one, 
and  I  am  sure  will  be  carried  into  effect  if 
the  States  are  agreeable  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Commonwealth  old-age  pensions 
system.  The  Ministry  are  certainly  doing 
right  in  refusing  to  impose  direct  taxation 
to  provide  for  a  Commonwealth  old-age 
pensions  system,  and  it  would  be  unfair  to 
increase  the  heavy  Customs  burdens  which 
the  people  bear.  Then,  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  considers  that  the  Common- 
wealth siiould  at  once  appoint  a  High  Com- 
missioner to  represent  it  in  London,  with- 
out first  conferring  with  the  States.  It 
must  be  remembered,  however,  that  each  of 
the  States  now  maintains  an  Agent-Gene- 
ral, and  it  is  necessary  to  confer  with  them, 
before  appointing  a  High  Commissioner, 
to  see  whether  it  is  not  possible  to  get  him 
to  discharge  the  duties  now  performed  by 
these  Agents-General,  and  thus  save  expense. 
I  believe  that  the  establishment  of  the  pro- 
posed Department  of  Agriculture  would 
prove  very  beneficial  to'  the  Cominonwealth. 
Such  a  Department  wOUld  be  able  to  im- 
part useful  knowledge  to  those  engaged 
upon  the  soil. 

Mr.  Watkins.— Would  not  that  be  So- 
cialism ? 

Mr.  LEE. — I  do  not  think  sa  It  would 
not  take  anything  from  the  people,  neither 
would  it  interfere  with  individual  liberty. 
Instead  of  each  State  having  a  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  and  commerdal 
agencies,  I  am  opinion  that  the  Common- 
wealth should  establish  a  central  oflBce,  and 
control  the  whole  business.  The  pro- 
gramme of  the  Government  is  a  good  one, 


and  I  twlieve  that  they  are  able  to  give 
effect  to  it.    They  have  a  perfect  right  to 
I  the  support  of  hcmorable  members,  and  I  am 
'  satisfied  that  when  they  are  called  upcm  to  ! 

face  the  country,  they  will  be  returned  by 
I  a  very  large  majority.    When  the  present 
'  Pailiament  opened,  there  were  three  panics 
I  in  this  House.    Now  there  are  only  tvo 
'  parties,  though  they  are  of  very  nearly  equal 
strength.    In  that  respect,  I  lielieve  that  an 
improvement  has  been  effected.    I  repeat 
that  when  the  electors  are  called  up(»i  to 
express  their  opinions  through  the  ballot-  ' 
box,  they  will  clearly  demonstrate  that  the 
Ministry  possesses  the  confidence  of  the 
country  by  adding  to  the  strength  of  their 
supporters. 

Mr.  FULLER  (Illawarra).— I  had  no 
idea  that  the  attack  upon  the  Government 
would  fall  so  flat  at  this  early  stage  of  tl» 
debate.  If  that  attack  is  to  terminate  with 
what  has  bem  said  by  members  of  the  Op- 
position who  have  uready  addressed  the 
House,  if  is  one  of  the  lamest  that  has  ever 
been  levelled  against  any  Administratis. 
Even  the  supporters  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bland  have  acknowledged  that  his 
speech  was  absolutely  without  \nm  and 
force.  It  has  been  urged  that  inasmuch 
as  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  i 
Northern  Melbourne,  and  the  honorable  and  I 
learned  member  for  West  Sydney — two  ei-  \ 
Ministers — had  spoken.  Ministers  should 
have  replied.  But  I  would  point  out  that 
there  was  nothing  in  their  indictment  for 
Ministers  to  reply  to. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Or  defend? 
Mr.  FULLER.— The  honorable  member 
for  Newcastle  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
stating  his  own  views  presently.  When  the 
Prime  Minister  replied  to  the  attack  of  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  there  was  nothing 
to  be  added  by  Ministerial  supporters.  No- 
thing that  was  said  by  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Northern  ^fe1boume  and 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  West 
Sydney  calls  for  any  comment,  if  I  except 
one  of  the  most  scurrilous  and  disgraceful 
attacks  on  the  part  of  the  latter  that  is  to  be 
found  in  parliamentary  history.  The  hcm- 
orable  and  learned  member  has  made  his 
explanation,  and  that  explanation  has  gont 
forth  to  the  whole  of  Australia.  Person- 
allv,  I  feel  satisfied  that  when  the  time 
comes,  the  wharf  labourers  of  West  Sydney, 
who  have  a  scrupulous  regard  for  hone^. 
and  do  not  believe  in  trickery,  will  deal 
with  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
who  resorted  to  suclt  disgraceful  tactics  in 
the  manner  that  he  deserves.  The  honwaUe 
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and  learned  member  for  Corio  also  made 
a  bitter  personal  attack  upon  the  Prime 
Minister.  Time  after  time  during  the  course 
of  his  speedi,  I  called  upon  him  to  produce 
the  letter  from  Mr.  T.  A.  Dibbs,  the  mana- 
ger of  the  Commercial  Bank,  Sydney — one 
of  the  foremost  financial  institutions  in  New 
South  Wales — in  which  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  declared  it  was  stated  that 
Mr.  Reid  had  "cooked"  the  public  ac- 
counts of  that  State.  It  is  true  that  he 
did  produce  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dibbs,  but 
it  contained  no  such  statement  as  had  been 
attributed  to  him.  Evidently  the  sole  ob- 
ject of  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
was  to  besmirch  the  name  of  the  Prime  Min- 
ister as  much  as  possible.  When  I  asked 
him  to  produce  the  letter  stating  that  the 
accounts  had  been  "  cooked  "  he  was  unable 
to  do  sa  These  are  the  tactics  to  which 
Opposition  members  have  resorted  in  sup- 
porting a  motion  of  censure  against  the  Go- 
vernment. In  reality  they  have  not  at- 
tacked the  present  Administration.  Their 
action  has  been  animated  by  a  paltry  feel- 
ing of  jealousy.  They  realize  full  well 
that  they  cannot  rise  to  the  heights  of  states- 
manship to  which  the  present  Prime  Min- 
ister has  attained.  They  recognise  their 
weakness,  and  that  the  only  way  in  which 
they  can  drag  his  name  in  the  mire  is  by 
adopting  these  despicable  tactics. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Anybody  would  think 
that  the  honorable  and  learned  member  was 
serious. 

Mr.  FULLER.— I  am  serious,  but  I  am 
not  so  anxious  concerning  the  result  of  this 

motion,  as  is  the  honorable  member.  I  am 
perfectly  willing  to  face  my  constituents, 
because  I  have  always  acted  a  straight- 
forward part ;  but  the  manner  in  which  the 
honorable  member  and  the  tail  of  the  Pro- 
tectionist Party  have  acted  will  call  for  a 
great  deal  of  explanation.  Despite  all  the 
promises  which  have  been  made,  the  so- 
called  alliance  between  honOTable  members 
opposite  has  not  been  constmmiated  in  the 
way  th^  some  people  imagine,  and  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  no  agreement  to  the  con- 
trary will  prevent  selected  labour  candi- 
dates from  opposing  their  allies  at  the  next 
election.  Experience  has  shown  that  those 
who  assist  the  Labour  Partv  to  effect  liberal 
reforms,  in  the  interests  of  the  masses,  are 
the  first  wh<Mn  they  stab  and  put  down. 
The  honorable  member  for  Bourke  is  play- 
ing a  verv  dangerous  game.  He  is  placing 
himself  in  the  hands  of  a  section  which 
knows  no  party  but  its  own.  The  whole 
history  of  the  Labour  Party  in  the  New 


South  Wales  Legislature  shows  that  its 
members  are  always  ready  to  support  a 
Government  in  rettim  for  omcessions. 
The  Labour  Party  in  this  Parliament 
has  no  power  to  enter  into  an  alli- 
ance with  any  other  party.  Any  person 
who  allies  himself  with  it  must  carry  out 
its  ideals.  Members  like  the  honorable 
member  for  Bourke  will  yet  receive  their 
just  reward  for  deserting  the  party  with 
which  they  were  previously  associated. 
Honorable  members  opposite  wish  to  know 
why  we  have  not  had  speeches  from  more 
members  of  the  Ministry,  but  I  should 
like  to  learn  why  some  of  the  big 
gims  of  the  tail  of  the  Protecti(xiist 
Party  on  the.  Opposition  cross  benches 
have  not  yet  spdcen.  So  far,  the 
hMiorable  and  learned  member  ica  Indi,  the 
hcmorable  member  for  Hume,  and  other 
members  in  the  Opposition  corner  have  re- 
mained silent  as  to  their  present  position.  I 
have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  when  some 
of  these  honorable  members  see  fit  to  speak 
and  to  say  whether  they  have  become  dis- 
ciples of  Tom  Mann,  members  of  tha 
Ministry  will  be  prepared  to  reply,  and  to 
put  their  position  fairly  before  the  people. 
We  know  that  the  disciple  of  Socialism  to 
whom  I  have  referred  is  at  present  being 
paid  by  a  body,  which  was  responsible  for 
the  return  of  the  Labour  Party,  to  lecture 
in  various  parts  of  Victoria  and  other  States 
in  support  of  Sodalism.  Honorable  mem- 
bers in  the  Opposition  comer  who  have 
joined  the  newly-formed  alliance  are  in 
one  of  two  positions :  either  they  are  dis- 
ciples of  the  Socialism  preached  by  Wr. 
Tom  Mann — which  was  so  prCTninently  put 
before  the  House  the  other  day  by  the  hon- 
orable  and  learned  member  for  Wannon— 
or  they  are  not.  The  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition has  publicly  applauded  the  socialis- 
tic sentiments  advocated  by  Mr.  Mann,  and 
by  the  Queensland  Worker.  He  is  the  con- 
necting link  between  Mr.  Tom  Mann  and 
honorable  members  on  the  Opposition  cross 
benches  who  have  joined  the  alliance,  and 
in  the  interests,  not  only  of  themselves,  but 
of  their  constituents,  these  hwiorable  mem- 
bers ought  to  declare  their  position  in  re- 
gard to  the  socialistic  movement.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Bourke,  amtmgst  others, 
should  do  sa 

Mr.  Stohrer. — According  to  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member's  argument  the 
protectionists  on  the  Government  side  must 
have  become  free-traders. 

Mr.  FULLER. — I  do  not  say  anything 
of  the  sort.    I  am  supporting  the  coalition 
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because  I  believe  that  it  was  necessary  for 
us  to  combine  in  the  interests  of  constitu- 
tional and  responsible  government.  I  went 
before  my  constituents  as  a  free-trader,  and 
as  such  was  returned  to  the  State  Parlia- 
ment, as  well  as  to  the  first  Federal  Parlia- 
ment. But  free-traders  on  entering  the 
present  Parliament  recognised  that  they 
were  in  a  minority,  and  had  to  consider 
the  best  position  to  take  up,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  they  had  been  defeated  on  the 
fiscal  issue.  We  have  not  given  up  our 
fiee-trade  principles.  Let  not  my  honor- 
able friend  from  Tasmania  think  that  I,  at 
any  rate,  ha^e  done  so.  We  have  entered 
upon  this  coalititm  for  the  life  of  the  pre- 
sent Parliament,  believing  that  it  is  neces- 
sary in  order  to  secure  respmable  govern- 
ment in  the  interests  of  the  people.  The 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Northern 
Melbourne,  when  speaking  in  this  House 
shortly  after  the  last  genera]  election,  said 
that  now  that  we  had  a  fiscal  truce  there 
was  practically  no  difference  between  hon- 
orable members  sitting  behind  the  Deakin 
Government  and  those  of  the  then  Opposi- 
tion. An  honorable  alliance  between  those 
honorable  members  was  the  only  way  in 
which  to  secure  a  return  to  responsible  go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  HxjME  Cook. — If  there  be  an  alli- 
ance between  the  two  sections  supporting 
the  Government,  what  are  the  terms  on 
which  it  is  based? 

Mr.  FULLER.— So  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned,  the  terms  are  that  as  \<mg  as  the 
Ministr>-  carries  on  ccmstitutional  and 
responsible  government  in  a  proper  way, 
without  raising  the  fiscal  issue  during  the 
life  of  this  Parliament,  it  will  receire 
my  support.  As  soon  as  this  Parliament 
has  expired  I  shall  be  perfectlv  free  to  go 
to  my  own  or  to  any  other  constituency,  and 
to  fight,  as  I  have  done  in  the  past,  for 
the  free-trade  and  other  principles  in  which 
I  believe. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Is  that  all? 

Mr,  FULLER.— It  is.  The  honorable 
member  for  Darling,  in  the  course  of  his 
speech  this  morning,  said  that  honorable 
members  on  this  side  of  the  House  were 
only  the  sham  friends  of  the  farmers,  their 
true  friends  being  the  members  of  the  La- 
bour Party,  and  those  at  present  in  alliance 
with  them. 

5fr.  WiLKS.- — The  men  who  would  give 
them  a  land  tax. 

Mr.  FULLER. — I  think  that  honorable 
members  will  acknowledge  that  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  do  my  duty  to  the  farmers, 


as  well  as  other  classes,  of  Australia 
ever  since  I  entered  rtus  House, 
Where  were  those  honorable  members,  wbo 
now  profess  so  ttrong  a  desire  to  help  the 
fanners  and  the  pastcnralists  of  Australia, 
when  I  appealed  time  after  time  to  the 
House,  a  year  or  two  ago,  to  secure  a  re- 
mission of  the  fodder  duties,  in  order  that 
the  pastoralists  and  others  in  New  South 
Wales  and  Queensland,  who  had  suffered 
severely  from  the  drought,  and  whose  fiodu 
were  dying  by  thousands  every  day,  might  se- 
cure fodder  with  which  to  save  the  lemnanis 
of  them?  Where  were  the  Labour  Party, 
who  now  pose  as  the  friends  of  the  farm- 
ers, when  I  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Canobolas  sought  a  revision  of  the  fodder 
duties?  Did  they  endeavour  to  assist 
tis? 

Mr.  Page.— Yes. 

Mr.  FULLER.— One  or  two  members 
of  the  Labour  Party  may  have  done  so,  but 
the  party  as  a  whole  did  not.  At  that 
time  they  were  in  possession  of  the  Oppo- 
sition cross-benches,  and  were  driving  the 
Barton  Administration.  They  oixupied  a 
position  of  vast  inflooice,  but  while  they 
now  pose  as  men  who  desire  to  pas 
legislation  to  assist  the  great  faming  and 
pastoral  interests  of  Australia  they  never 
attempted  then  to  exercise  the  great  power 
they  possessed  to  assist  them.  The  asser- 
tion of  the  hMwrable  member  for  Darling, 
that  the  Government  and  their  supporters 
are  sham  friends  of  the  farmers,  re- 
minds me  that  the  party  of  which  he  is  so 
strong  a  member  has  itself  been  guilty  of 
a  few  sham&  It  will  be  rememboed  dui 
when  the  Ccmdliation  and  Arbitration  Bill 
was  intsoduced  by  the  Barton  Gorenunent. 
the  right  bonc»able  member  ioK  Adelaide, 
who  was  then  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms, resigned  because  the  Cabinet  refused 
to  accept  his  view  that  it  should  also  in- 
clude certain  navigation  clauses.  If  the 
right  honcvable  member  waa  anything  at  ail 
in  that  Administration,  he  was  the  spokes- 
man of  the  Labour  Party,  and  I  think  that 
the  way  in  which  that  party  subsequently 
stood  by  him  redounds  to  its  credit.  Subse- 
quently the  Navigation  Bill  was  introduced, 
and  was  submitted  to  a  R(^al  Corranisska, 
but  the  Watstm  Administration  proposed  to 
insert  these  navigation  clauses,  which  tba 
formed  part  of  that  measure,  in  the  Gondii- 
atifm  and  Arbitration  Bill.  What  was  its 
object?  The  Gov«iiment  knew  perfertjv 
well  that,  as  the  labour  representatives  from 
Western  Australia  were  strongly  opposed  to 
the  inclusion  of  these  dames  in  the  BUU 
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there  was  no  hope  of  carrying  them.  Every 
<Mie  was  agreed  that  the  proper  course  had 
been  adopted  in  referring  them  to  the 
Royal  Commission  on  the  Navig^on  Bill, 
but  the  Watson  Government  brought 
forward  a  proposal  to  embody  them 
in  the  Condliaticm  and  Arbitration  Bill,  in 
order  that  it  mi^t  be  whitewashed,  to- 
gether with  its  supporters,  in  the  labour 
oonstituendes  of  Australia.  The  vhole  pro- 
posal was  an  absolute  sham.  The  late  Go- 
vernment knew  that  there  was  no  likelihood 
of  securing  the  insertion  of  those  clauses. 
There  was  a  second  sham  perpetrated  by 
the  lat£  Administration  in  connexion  with 
the  preference  clause.  I  may  here  say 
that  so  strongly  was  I  supported  by  the 
trade  unions  in  ray  constituency  at  the  last 
election — so  true  a  representative  of  their 
interests  did  they  regard  me — that,  notwith- 
standing the  great  efforts  made  by  the 
Labour  Part^,  they  gave  me  a  "walk- 
over/' But  in  connexi(»i  with  tiK  prefer- 
ence clause,  the  unions  desire  to  discard 
majority  rule.  The  amendment  of  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Cori- 
nella,  on  which  the  late  Government  were 
defeated,  simply  provided  that  if  a  majo- 
rity of  those  interested  in  common  with  the 
applicants,  were  in  favour,  preference 
could  be  granted  j  and  majority  rule  has 
been  a  strong  democratic  point  for  years 
past.  It  is  the  system  adopted  by  the 
Labour  Party  all  over  Australia  in  their 
political  unions,  and  it  is  the  system 
adopted  by  the  Labour  Party  caucus  in  the 
House.  Even  if  there  be  only  a  majority 
of  one  in  the  caucus  all  the  rest  of  the  mem< 
bers  of  the  Labour  Party,  no  matter  what 
may  be  their  individual  opinions,  must  sink 
their  convictions. 

Mr.  Ronald. — The  honorable  member  is 
utterly  incorrect. 

Mr.  FULLER — If  I  am  wrong,  I  am 
m\y  saying  what  has  been  stated  in  this 
House  time  after  time. 

Mr.  Tudor. — By  whom? 

Mr.  FULLER. — By  numerous  hcmoi- 
able  members. 

!Mr.  Ronald. — By  men  who  know  no- 
thing about  the  matter. 

Mr.  FULLER.— Am  I  to  understand 
that  the  majority  do  not  rule  in  the  labour 
caucus? 

Mr.  RoNAiJ). — In  the  caucus  a  member 
has  a  free  hand  when  his  principles  are  at 
stake: 

Mr.  Wiles. — ^A  free  hand  as  to  a  vote 
of  censure? 
Mr.  RcMULD. — Yes. 


Mr.  FULLER. — I  thought  my  adhesion 
to  the  great  democratic  principle  of  ma- 
jority rule  would  bring  me  into  favour, 
and  not  disfavour,  witih  the  more  demo- 
cratic of  my  constituents.  But  the 
services  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
men^r  for  Darling  Downs  were  brought 
into  requisition,  and  an  amendment  was 
accepted  by  the  late  Prime  Minister, 
which  meant  that  a  union  with  any  poli- 
tical "trimmings"  or  character  would  not 
be  able  to  take  advantage  of  tiie  Arbitra- 
ti(Mi  Court.  Now  we  are  told  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Darling  and 
others  that,  in  consequence  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Corinella  having  been  accepted  by 
the  House  in  preference  to  the  amendment 
of  the  late  Prime  Minister,  trade  unions 
win  refuse  to  register  under  the  Bill.  But 
I  say  that  the  late  Prime  Minister  and  the 
late  Government  emasculated  the  BlU,  from 
a  trade  union  point  of  view,  when  they 
accepted  the  amendment  of  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Darling  Downs. 
That,  in  my  opiniMi,  is  sham  2.  There 
is  also  another  sham  which  was  perpe- 
trated by  the  Watson  Government,  sup- 
ported by  the  Labour  Party.  That  is  in 
connexion  with  the  employment  of  lawvers 
in  the  Arbitration  Court.  Those  of  us  who 
have  had  close  communication  with  the 
trade  unions  of  Australia,  as  I  have  had 
in  my  constituency,  know  that  one  point 
insisted  upon  was  that  no  lawyers  should 
be  employed  in  the  Arbitraticai  Court 

Mr.  Kelly. — It  is  the  second  it«n  aa 
the  Labour  Party's  programme. 

Mr.  FULLER.— I  think  that  is  sa 
Mr.  Robinson. — ^Tha  late  Government 
gave  way  to  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Indi. 

Mr.  Kelly. — ^And  sunk  their  principlej. 
Mr.  FULLER. — But  what  was  done  by 
honorable  membas  who  are  supposed  to  re- 
present the  labour  political  unicms  through- 
out Australia?  The  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Darling  Downs  has  shown  him- 
self to  be  a  champion  "bridge  builder,"  not 
only  in  this  but  in  other  matters  which  have 
come  betfore  Parliament.  The  services  of 
that  honorable  and  learned  member  were 
again  brought  into  requisiti(»i,  with  the  re- 
sult that  the  Prime  Minister  accepted  a  dis- 
graceful suggesticm  that  lawyers  should  be 
allowed  to  appear  in  the  Arbitration  Court 
with  the  consent  of  the  President.  That  is 
a  nice  position  in  which  to  put  the  President 
of  a  hig^  judicial  Court,  which  we  trust  will 
have  the  respect  of  the  whole  conununity. 
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Iff  with  the  ccxisent  of  the  FiesidCTt, 
lawyers  were  allowed  to  appear  in  a  case 
which  went  contrary  to  the  unions,  we 
should  find  thd  President  subject  to  the  villi- 
fication  of  every  disappointed  litigant,  fr<Mn 
one  end  of  Australia  to  the  other.  The  com- 
plaint made  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
is  that  the  programme  of  the  Government  is 
too  short.  The  honorable  member  seems  to 
think  that  a  great  many  more  measures  ought 
to  have  been  included;  in  fact,  that  the 
whole  programme  for  this  and  the  next  ses- 
sion should  have  been  fuUy  outlined.  But 
we  have  to  remember  that  under  ordinary 
circumstances  this  session  cannot  last  much 
longer ;  and  a  sufficient  number  of  proposals 
are  put  forward  to  fill  up  the  available  time. 
We  must  further  recollect  that  if  the  motion 
before  us  fails  we  shall  have  to  discuss  the 
financial  position  of  the  Commonwealth. 
The  leader  of  the  Oppositicm,  when  making 
that  complaint,  mentioned  scnne  of  the 
measures  which,  in  his  opinion,  he  con> 
sidered  the  roost  necessary.  It  will  be  re- 
n^nbered  that  in  the  programme  put  for- 
ward by  the  Prime  Minister,  it  was  staled 
that  before^  a  High  Commismcmer  was  ap- 
pointed, there  would,  in  his  opinicm,  have  to 
be  a  consultation  with  the  States  Premiers; 
and,  from  my  point  of  view,  I  think  such  a 
course  highly  desirable.  The  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  in  order  to  prove  his  case, 
referred  honorable  members  to  Canada ;  but 
he  cannot  have  been  aware  that  the  Domin- 
ion has  no  States  representatives  in  London, 
a  High  Commissioner  representing  the  whole 
of  the  country.  In  Australia,  on  the  other 
hand,  each  State  has  an  Agent-General,  and 
various  commercial  agents  as  well.  As  one 
who  represents  the  dairy  industry- — one  of 
the  largest  producing  industries  in  Australia 
— I  know  how  much  has  been  suffered  in  the 
abfience  of  a  proper  representation  of  Aus- 
tralia in  London.  At  the  same  time,  the 
Agents -General,  more  particularly  Mr. 
Henry  Copeland,  whose  decease  we  all  so 
keenly  regret,  have  done  good  work  in  the 
interests  of  the  producers.  While  I  am  in 
fa,voax  of  the  appointment  of  a  High  Com- 
missioner with  the  least  possible  delay,  I 
think  that,  in  the  interests  of  eccmomy,  and 
the  interests  of  the  whole  of  the  people, 
there  ought  to  be  a  Conference  between  the 
Prime  Minister  and  the  Premiers  of  the 
States  before  a  definite  step  is  taken. 

Mr.  Fisher.— We  have  no  power  to  do 
away  with  the  States  Agents-General. 

Mr.  FULLER.— Then  there  is  all 
the  more  reason  for  consultation  with 
the  States  Premiers.  One  or  two  hon- 


orable members  have  referred  to  the 
suggested  conference,  and  anxnigst  them 
.  the-  honorable  member  for  Darling,  who 

seems  to  be  of  opinion  that  the  Com- 
mcHiwealth  Parliament  Government,  ia 
their  dealings  with  the  States  Governments, 
ought  to  take  a  high  and  mighty  stand 
I  agree  with  the  honorable  member  that 
the  Federal  Government  should  be  superiw 
to  the  various  States  Governments;  but  it 
should  not  be  forgotten  that  we  are  yet  in 
the  early  stages  of  the  Federation,  that 
we  are  merely  laying  the  foundation 
at  the  present  time,  and  we  should  be  vm 
careful  indeed  not  to  do  anything  which 
would  cause  friction  between  the  dif- 
ferent States.  The  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition next  proceeded  to  fill  up  his  pro- 
gramme with  the  subject  of  old-age  pen- 
sions. It  is  remarkable  that  although  the 
Labour  Party  have  been  strongly  repre- 
sented in  the  House  since  Federatitxi  was 
accomplished,  for  about  three  years,  they 
did  practically  nothing  in  oonneucm  whh 
this  matter  which  they  now  put  forward 
so  prominently. 

Mi.  Watson. — We  had  not  the  power 
to  do  verv  much  until  quite  recently. 

Mr.  FULLER. —When  the  honorable 
member,  as  leader  of  the  Labour  Partv, 
sat  cm  the  Opposition  cross-benches,  he  had 
a  power  which  he  did  not  possess  as  Prime 
Minister,  and  which  he  does  not  now  pos- 
sess as  leader  of  the  Opposition.  The 
honorable  gentleman  was  then  in  a  position 
to  drive  the  Ministry  of  the  dav  in  almost 
any  direction  he  widied,  and  indeed  he  did 
so  drive  it. 

Mr.  McCay. — The  honorable  member  fa 
Darwin  had  a  motion  dealing  with  the  sub- 
ject on  the  notice-paper  all  that  time. 

Mr.  FULLER.— I  believe  that  is  sa  I 
contend  that  this  subject  should  not  be 
dealt  with  without  the  consent  of  the  States, 
because  honorable  members  are  aware  thai 
until  the  Braddon  section  of  the  Cbnsti- 
tution  is  removed,  £4  will  ha\-e  to  be 
raised  through  the  Customs  for  every  /.i 
devoted  to  the  payment  of  old-age  pen- 
sions. The  matter  is  for  this  reason  not 
within  the  range  of  practical  politics  at 
the  present  time.  However,  the  honorable 
member  for  Barrier  has  suggested  a  wav 
out  of  the  diflScuIty.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber has  said  that  the  proper  way  in  which 
to  raise  money  to  provide  for  old-age  pen- 
sions is  by  a  Federal  land  tax.  I  pre- 
sume that  the  members  of  the  Labour  Partr 
would  not  be  bound  by  a  suggestion  fnoi 
the  h(XK>rable  member  f<»-  Barrio;  but  I 
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believe  he  has  expressed  the  opinion  of  the 
whole  of  the  members  of  the  party.  I 
know  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  leader  of  the 
party,  because,  speaking  at  Young,  on 
28th  November,  1903,  on  the  subject  of 
old-age  pensions,  the  honorable  member  for 
Uland  said — 

The  funds  for  such  a  purpose  could  be  raised 
by  the  imposition  of  a  tax  on  absentee  landlords 
And  direct  taxation. 

We  shall,  therefore,  be  justified  in  assuming 
that  in  connexion  with  this  matter  of  old- 
age  pensions,  honorable  members  opposite, 
including  the  honorable  members  for 
Sourke,  Hume,  Indi,  and  others,  are  now  in 
agreement  with  their  leader,  the  hcHiorable 
member  for  Bland,  and  are  agreed  that  the 
proper  way  in  which  to  raise  money  to  pro- 
vide for  old-age  pensions  is  by  a  system  of 
Federal  land  taxation. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Where  does  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  m^ber  get  that? 

Mr.  FULLER.— I  think  it  is  about  time 
that  the  farmers  of  the  Hume,  Indi,  and 
•Corio  districts,  and  other  portions  of  Vic- 
toria and  New  South  Wales  \vere  made 
aware  that  this  is  the  proposal  which  honor- 
able members  opposite  are  supporting  in 
connexion  with  the  establishment  of  old- 
age  pensions. 

Mr.  Hughes.— Are  there  none  on  the 
other  side? 

Mr.  FULLER.— I  do  not  know  whether 
I  should  contradict  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  or  not,  because  his  word  is 
of  such  little  value  in  this  House  at  the 
present  time  that,  so  far  as  I  am  personally 
concerned,  I  do  not  propose  to  tak-e  an'v 
notice  of  bis  statements.  After  the  expla- 
nations which  the  honorable  and  learned 
gentleman  has  been  called  upon  to  make 
within  the  last  two  or  three  days.  I  shall 
be  very  doubtful  concerning  any  statement 
which  he  may  make  in  the  future. 

Mr.  Hughes. — I  thank  the  honorable  and 
learned  member. 

Mr.  FULLER.— On  this  subject  of  old- 
age  pensions,  I  find  that  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Northern  Mel- 
bourne, speaking  on  the  Address-in-RepIv 
at  the  opening  of  this  Parliament,  is  re- 
ported, at  page  297  of  Hansard,  to  have 
made  these  remarks — 

In  connexion  with  this  matter  of  old-age  pea- 
sioDs,  it  docs  not  need  much  logic  to  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  old-age  pensions  is  not  within  the 
pale  of  practic.1l  politics  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  McCay. — Was  that  said  this  year? 


Mr.  FULLER.— Yes,  this  year.  The 
honorable  and  -learned  member  expressed 
himself  so  strongly  on  the  subject,  as  to  say 
that  it  was  "  not  within  the  pale  of  prac- 
tical politics";  and  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  Prime  Minister  was  right  in  stating,  as 
he  has  done  time  after  time,  that  the  mat- 
ter has  been  put  forward  by  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  merely  to  gull  the  old  people 
of  Australia. 

Mr.  Kelly. — ^To  what  party  does  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  North- 
ern Melbourne  belong?  He  does  not  be- 
long to  the  caucus,  and  he  does  not  belong 
to  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Indi 

Mr.  FULLER.— I  think  that  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  occupies  a  very 
peculiar  position  in  this  House  at  the  pre- 
sent time. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^AU  we  can  get  out 
of  the  honorable  and  learned  member  is 
that  it  is  his  business. 

Mr.  FULLER. — At  public  meetings  held 
in  Melbourne,  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  has  praised  the  caucus  and  the 
labour  pledge ;  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Labour  Administration,  and  though  he  has 
such  an  admiration  for  the  labour  pledge, 
when  asked  whether  he  had  signed  it  or  not, 
he  said,  "That  is  my  business." 

Mr.  Mauger.  —  The  honorable  and 
learned  gentleman  said  "  No." 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — He  said  "  No,"  and 
when  I  asked  him  why,  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  said,  "  That  is  my  busi- 
ness." 

Mr.  FULLER.— The  leader  of  the  Op- 
position made  use  of  these  remarks — 

Unless  we  hold  out  some  hope  to  the  people 
that  there  is  something  inherent  in  the  Govern- 
ment to  lighten  their  load,  the  people,  instead  of 
advancing,  will  go  back. 

The  men  who  have  developed  Australia, 
and  brought  it  to  its  present  condition,  have 
been  the  men  who  have  g<xie  on  the  land, 
the  men  who  have  opened  up  ttw  country, 
and  who  have  worked  and  developed  our 
mines.  These  pioneers  have  struggled  in 
many  vicissitudes,  in  the  midst  of  great  pri- 
vations and  difficulties,  in  the  work  of  de- 
veloping the  country.  What  prospect  is 
held  out  to  farmers,  pastoralists,  and  others 
in  this  country  by  the  views  held  hy  honor- 
able gentlemen  opposite  in  connexiwi  with 
the  socialistic  principles  which  have  been 
put  forvi'ard.  the  proposal  for  a  Federal 
land  tax  to  meet  old-age  pensions,  and  the 
various  disabilities,  in  connexion  with  the 
arbitration  law  in  particular,  which  have 
been  suggested? 
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Mr.  FsAZER. — The  honorable  and  learned 
member's  leader  promised  them  the  oold 
southerly  winds  of  the  world's  competition 
a  Httle  time  ago,  and  he  now  ofiFers  them  the 
warmth  of  his  bosom. 

Mr.  FULLER. — I  am  very  glad  to  have 
heard  that  nice  little  quotatitm  from  the 
honorable  member  for  Kalgoorlie.  I  sin- 
cerely trust  that  now  that  the  hcuiorable 
member  has  left  the  cold  strong  grinds  of  a 
bachelor  life,  he  will  shortly  arrive  at  a 
better  frame  of  mind.  These  are  the  hopes 
held  out  to  pastoralists,  farmers,  and  others, 
men  who  have  to  struggle,  not  in  the  market 
of  Australia,  but  in  the  markets  of  the 
world.  Our  pastoralists,  wheat-growers, 
dairy  farmers,  and  others  to-day  are  pro- 
ducing far  more  than  we  can  con- 
sume, and  we  have  to  depoid  for  the 
price  of  our  produce  on  what  it  brings  in 
the  London  market.  We  are  handicapped 
by  heavy  freights;  we  have  oompetiton 
within  a  few  day^  sail  of  that  market,  and 
we  now  ha\*e  suggested  additional  disabili- 
ties, in  the  fonn  of  Federal  land  taxation, 
in  addition  to  the  States  land  taxes  in 
operation  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  HtjME  Cook. — Where  does  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  get  that  from? 

Mr.  FULLER.— Although  I  lost  my  seat 
in  the  New  South  Wales  Parliament,  partly 
by  advocating  a  land  and  income  tax  in  that 
State,  because  I  believed,  and  still  believe, 
in  swdi  a  tax  for  State  purposes,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  whole  power  of  ^rect  taxa- 
tion should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  vari- 
ous States  Governments,  and  that  for 
Federal  and  national  purposes  we  should 
raise  money  only  through  the  Customs,  on 
a  revenue  Tariflf  basis.  I  shall  resist  to 
the  utmost  of  ray  power  any  attempt  to 
subject  the  people  of  Australia  to  a 
Federal  land  tax,  especially  for  the 
purpose  for  which  it  has  been  sug- 
gested by  honorable  members  opposita 
The  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Northern  Melbourne  said  that  tiie  aooner  a 
dissolution  came  the  better  it  would  be,  so 
that  the  country  could  determine  whether 
there  was  to  be  a  diam  or  a  real  Az^ntraticm 
Bill. 

Mr.  Kelly. — That  was  said  after  the 
Politic.ll  Labour  League  had  decided  not 
to  oppose  him  at  the  next  election. 

Mr.  FULLER. — That,  as  the  honorable 
member  for  Wentworth  reminds  me,  was 
said  after  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  had  an  assurance  that  he 
would  not  be  opposed  by  the  Poli- 
tical  Labour   League.     As   far   ai  I 


can  judge,  according  to  a  very  great 
many  hoDorable  members',  including  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Northern 
Melbourne,  a  sham  Arbitration  Bill,  from 
his  point  of  view,  would  be  one  whidi  would 
deal  fairly  and  honestly  by  all  sections  of 
the  comroxmity  who  would  ccnae  under  its 
jurisdiction ;  whilst  a  real  Arbitration  Bill, 
from  his  pcunt  of  view,  would  be  one  vbidi 
would  operate  specifically  in  the  intuesu 
of  a  special  section  of  the  ccmmmnity, 
and  hand  over  greater  power  to  the  poli- 
tical labour  leagues.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Melbourne  Ports  shakes  his  head 
at  that  statement.  What  is  his  position 
now?  The  other  day  he  was  a  protectirai- 
ist  revivalist.  Now  he  acknowledges  him- 
self to  be  a  Socialist  I  should  like  to 
know  whether  other  honorable  members  as- 
sociated with  him  are  Socialists  also.  I 
have  a  few  more  words  to  say  about  the 
Arbitratiw  Bill,  because  I  have  be«i 
brought  rather  prominently  forward  in  con- 
nexion with  it  by  reason  of  the  action 
which  has  been  taken  in  my  constituent' 
by  one  of  the  largest  unions  in  Australia. 
In  consequence  of  my  vote  in  connexion 
with  the  preference  clauses,  the  delegates 
of  that  union  have  unanimously  con- 
demned me.  I  feel  sure  t  hat  those 
delegates  and  the  members  of  the 
union  generally,  when  th^  come  to 
consid^  the  questitm  and  the  circumstuices 
surrounding  it,  and  when  they  know  how 
my  vote  was  given,  and  what  was  done  by 
the  Government,  and  understand  that  the 
late  Prime  Minister  himself  said,  that  there 
was  practically  no  difference  between  his 
own  proposal  and  the  amendment  of  th-^ 
present  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  will 
hold  a  different  opinion. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  said  fliat  there  wa«  s-i 
great  a  difference  that  I  would  retire  from 
office  sooner  than  accept  the  amendment  '^f 
the  Minister  of  Defence. 

Mr.  FULLER.— I  shall  point  out  what 
the  hfHiorable  member  said  directly.  If  I  say 
anything  that  is  not  correct,  I  feel  sure  tha: 
he  will  give  me  credit  for  not  attempiini; 
to  misrepresent  him,  and  I  shall  be  ven 
glad  to  be  corrected:  It  has  been  wion^lv 
represented  to  the  unions  of  Australia  that 
the  question  between  the  leader  of  the  Op; 
position  and  the  present  Minister  of 
Defence  was  one  of  the  granting  of 
preferenoe  to  unioaists.  The  question  nem 
came  into  the  dispute  in  connexion  with 
either  of  the  proposals  then  before  the  Com- 
mittee. The  only  question  was  that  of  the 
terms  and  cooditians  under  which  the  Court 
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— to  whidi  power  had  already  been  given  to 
grant  preference  to  unKxiists — was  to  grant 
that  prefnence;  The  bcmorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corinella,  and  practically  all 
members,  including  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sitirai,  thought  that  those  terms  and  condi- 
tions should  be  set  out  on  the  face  of  the 
Bill.  The  amendment,  which  was  ad(q)ted, 
read  as  follows : — 

And  proTided  further  that  no  such  preference 
should  be  directed  to  be  given  unless  the  appli- 
cation for  such  preference  is,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Court,  approved  by  a.  majority  of  those 
affected  by  the  award  who  have  interests  in  com- 
mon with  the  applicants. 

The  present  leader  of  the  Opposition  pro- 
posed to  substitute  for  that  amendment  the 
following : — 

The  Court,  before  directing  that  preference 
shall  be  given  to  the  members  of  an  organization, 
shall  be  satisfied  that  the  organiiation  substanti- 
ally  represents  the  industry  affected  in  point  of 
numbers  and  competence  of  its  members. 

The  honorable  member  for  Darling  is,  per- 
haps, the  most  experienced  trade  unionist 
in   this  House,   having,    I  understand, 
been  president  of  the  union  which  he  re- 
presents for  scrnie  fifteen  years.      He  has 
said  that  in  consequence  of  the  amendment 
which  was  carried,  his  union  will  refuse  to 
register.     But  he  acknowledges  that  what 
applies  to  his  union  does  not  apply  to  all 
the  unions  in  Australia.      Knowing  how 
numbers  of  shearers  join  that  union  from 
time  to  time,  then  cease  to  be  members,  and 
go  back  to  their  homes,  and  subsequently 
join  again.  I  can,  myself,  see  that  there 
would  be  some  difBcultv  in  their  case:  The 
honorable  member  said  there  would  be  great 
difficulty,  and  I  am  quite  prepared  to  ac- 
cept his  statement,  because  he  is  a  man 
v.ho  has  had  great  experience.      But  he 
admits  that  that  difficulty  would  not  apply 
to  other  unions.      What  difficulty  would 
there  be  in  the  application  of  the  amend- 
ment   of    the    Minister   of    Defence  to 
the    coal-mining   industry?     What  dif- 
ficulty would  Aere  be  in  finding  out 
whether  there  was  a  majoritv  of  the  work- 
ers in  favour  of  giving  preference  to  union- 
ists ?  There  would  be  none  whatever.  Take 
the  great  coal-mining  industry  of  Illawarra 
and  Newcastle.    Practically  the  whole  of 
the  men  engaged  in  the  trade  belong  to 
the  union.     If  a  dispute  should  occur  in 
that  trade,  which  extended   beyond  the 
limits  of  one  State — and  that  would  be  the 
only  kind  of  dispute  to  which  this  Bill 
could  apply — there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  ascertaining  the  c^nicm  of  the  majcnity 
of  the  men   engaged   in   the  industry. 


But  there  is  a  further  point.  There 
are  a  large  number  of  workers  who 
think  that  their  whole  welfare  depends 
upon  the  passage  of  the  Conciliation 
and  Arbitration  Bill.  We  have  an  Arbi- 
tration Act  in  force  in  New  South  Wales 
which  deals  with  all  State  disputes,  and 
will  continue  to  deal  with  them  whether  the 
Federal  Bill  be  passed  or  not.  The  Fede- 
ral mea.sure  is  intended  to  deal  with  dis- 
putes of  magnitude  extending  beyond  the 
limits  of  a  State.  In  the  great  coal-min- 
ing industry  in  which,  as  I  have  said,  a 
large  number  of  persons  in  my  ccxistituency 
are  engaged,  if  a  dispute  should  occur  and 
should  extend  beyond  the  limits  of  tihe  State, 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  proving  the 
opinicKi  of  the  majority  of  the  workers. 
There  would,  indeed,  be  less  difficulty 
in  proving  the  <^inion  of  the  majority 
than  in  proving  what  was  provided 
for  in  the  proposal  of  the  ex-Prime  Minis- 
ter— that  the  applicants  "  substantially  re- 
present "  the  majority.  A  majority  is  a 
simple  clear  thing  that  the  smallest  child  in 
a  public  school  could  understand.  All  that 
the  representatives  of  any  industry  would 
have  to  prove  to  the  Coiirt  would  be  that 
they  had  the  vote  of  a  simple  majority- 
Mr.  Watson.  —  They  would  hare  to 
prove  first  of  all  that  they  were  likely  to  be 
affected  by  an  award. 

Mr.  FULLER. — But  substantial  repre- 
sentation as  provided  for  in  the  honorable 
member's  amoidment  would  have  to  be  ar- 
gued about  in  every  case  that  came  before 
the  Judge  in  every  possible  connexion.  It 
would  be  a  matter  for  judicial  interpreta- 
tion. It  would  be  a  matter  of  Judge-made 
law  in  each  case  brought  before  the  Court. 
I  should  like  to  ask  those  hworable  mem- 
bers who  represent  labour  interests  and 
labour  ccmstituencies,  whether  they  want  to 
put  the  workers — more  particularly  in  the 
case  of  the  workers  in  the  coal  fields  of 
Atistralia  who  have  to  work  in  Ihe  bowels  of 
the  earth — in  the  position  of  haWng  to  take 
mmey  out  of  their  hard  earnings,  which 
are  required  for  the  benefit  of  their  wives 
and  children,  in  n-der  to  put  it  into  the 
pockets  of  the  lawyers  ?  Do  the  represen- 
tatives of  labour  ocmstituencies  wish  that  to 
be  done. 

Mr.  Fkazer.— We  would  trust  the  Court 
where  we  would  not  trust  the  present  Minis- 
terialists. 

Mr.  FULLER.— I  should  be  wilUng  to 
trust  the  Comt  a  good  deal  if  it  were  pro- 
perly constituted.     I  know  of  no  reason 
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why,  after  our  experience  of  judicial  ap- 
pointments in  New  South  Wales,  we  should 
not  have  absolute  trust  in  the  Court. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Does  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  insinuate  that  the  Court 
would  not  have  been  properly  constituted 
had  the  Watson  Government  remained  in 
power  ? 

Mr.  FULLER.~I  never  made  that  sug- 
gestion for  a  moment. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Then,  why  did  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  use  the  words  "  if 
it  were  properly  constituted"  ? 

Mr.  FULLER.— That  phrase  casts  no 
reflection  on  the  late  Go\-emment.  Being 
a  member  of  the  legal  profession,  and  hav- 
ing the  privilege  of  knowing  a  good  many 
of  our  judicial  officers,  I  should  be  the  last 
man  in  the  world  to  suggest  such  a  thing. 
In  the  debate  on  this  question,  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  made  the^e  remarks,  which 
may  be  found  on  page  4045  of  Hansard — 

The  practice  in  nearly  every  case,  in  all  the 
ArbitTatioa  Courts,  has  tieen  to  grant  a  preference 
only  when  the  majority,  reasonably  ascertained, 
is  in  favour  of  such  a  preference.  I  am  not  so 
foolish  as  to  anticipate  that  the  practice  laid  down 
by  the  Arbitration  Courts  of  New  Zealand  and 
New  South  Wales  will  be  departed  from  by  the 
Judge  appointed  to  the  Federal  tribunal.  Any 
one  who  imagines  that  the  Judge  in  the  Federal 
Court  would  lay  down  a  new  line  of  procedure — 
that  be  would  grant  preferences  to  unions  which 
manifestly  represented  only  a  minority  of  those 
employed  in  the  industry  or  in  the  district  in 
respect  of  which  the  preference  was  asked — can- 
not have  paid  any  attention  to  the  general  proce- 
dure under  legislation  of  this  kind. 

As  the  honorable  member  very  properly 
pointed  out,  the  practice  in  the  Arbitration 
Courts  has  been  to  grant  a  preference  only 
when  the  majority  has  been  reasonably  as- 
certained.    He  further  said — 

The  Government  do  not  desire  that  preference 
shall  be  granted  to  minorities. 

Feeling  perfectly  satisfied  that  that  was  the 
wish  of  honorable  member,  and,  I  pre- 
sume, of  other  members  of  his  Administra- 
tion, I  cannot  understand  why  they  took 
such  strong  exception  to  the  amendment  of 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Cori- 
nella. 

Mr.  Watson. — Because  it  was  unwork- 
able. 

Mr.  FULLER.— It  will  be  remembered 
that  on  various  matters  in  connexion  with 
the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  the 
late  Government  had  to  back  down.  In 
fact,  they  had  backed  down  on  so  many  oc- 
casions, that  they  were  tired  of  being  de 
feated.     They  had  to  make  a  stand  on  some 


question,  and  the  amendment  of  the  h<nior- 
able  and  learned  member  for  Corinella  ap- 
peared to  afford  a  favorable  opportunity 
for  them  to  make  a  stand.     I  feel  that  I 
am  quite  safe  in  saying  that  a  number  of 
the  followers  of  the  late  Ministry  did  not 
approve  of  the  action  of  its  head  on  that  oc- 
casion.    We  know  that  the  late  Ministry 
climbed  down  in  connexion  with,  first,  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Darling  Downs,  and  tboi  the 
political  nature  of  the  unions.      We  also 
know  that  they  climbed  down  in  connexion 
with  the  question  of  lawyers  appearing  in 
the  Arbitration  Court  and  agreed  to  allow 
'  them  to  appear  only  with  the  consent  of  its 
'  president.      I  felt,  as  any  honorable  man 
I  must  have  felt,  that  the  late  Prime  Minister 
I  was  tired  of  this  continual  climbing  down. 
'  He  felt  that  the  moving  of  this  amendment 
I  by    the    honorable  and    learned  member 
for    Corinella    furnished    to    him  the 
opportunity    to   make    a    stand,  which 
he    did,   although   he   practically  sud 
that    there    was   very    little  difference 
between  that  amendment  and  hia  own.  So 
j  far  as  I  could  see.  there  was  about  as  much 
I  difference  between  the  amendments  as  there 
j  is  between  Tweedledum  and  Tweedledee, 
When  all  these  circimistances  are  poinle'l 
out  in  the  various  labour  centres,  where  the 
unions  have  in  some  cases  passed  resolutions 
objecting  to  the  action  of  their  representi- 
tivps  here,  in  cormexion  with  this  Bill,  ic  j 
will  not  be  a  matter  for  the  consideration  I 
of  the  delegates  only,  but  also  of  the  rank 
and  file,  who  constitute  those  bodies.  For 
example,  the  men  who  constitute  the  union 
in  the  Illawarra  district — over  3,000  strong 
— are,  as  regards  political  and  (Mher  mat-  I 
ters,  amongst  the  best  informed  class  in  the  ' 
community.    Many  honorable  members,  if 
they  went  amongst  those  miners,  would  b# 
surprised  to  find  out  Avhat  a  grasp  .md 
knowledge  they  have  of  political  matters. 
1  When  I,  who  have  hitherto  enjoyed  their  j 
'  confidence,  and  I  believe  their  respect  and 
I  esteem,  point  out  to  these  Illawarra  miners 
that  the  sole  thing  I  did  was  not  to  \xAt 
against  preference  to  unionists  

Mr,  Mahon. — But  to  vote  the  Labour  ! 
Govenmient  out.  ' 

Mr.  FULLER. — Of  course  my  vote  had 
that  result.  When  the  Illawarra  miners 
find  that  I  voted  on  that  occasion, 
not  against  preference  to  unicmists,  but 
as  to  the  conditions  on  which  it  should  j 
be  granted ;  when  they  know  (hat  ail 
sides  of  this  House,  including  the  late 
Ministry,  were  agreed  that  some  ccmditions 
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should  be  laid  down,  and  that  in  the  opinion 
of  the  late  Prime  Minister  there  was  \'ery 
little,  if  any,  difference  between  the  amend- 
ments  

Mr.  Watscw. — ^That  is  not  so. 
^Xr.  FULLER. — I  am  relying  on  the  hon- 
orable member's  own  words. 

Mr.  Watson. — If  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  will  read  a  few  sentences 
further  on,  he  will  find  that  I  said  that 
there  was  no  siAstantial  difference  in  the 
object  aimed  at,  and  that  while  one  amend- 
ment was  unworkable  ours  was  workable. 

Mr.  FULLER. — 1  have  not  the  report  uf 
the  hoiorable  member's  speech  here,  so 
that  I  am  miable  to  refer  to  that  passage. 
When  these  facts,  I  repeat,  are  pointed 
out  to  the  men  who  constitute  the  unions, 
who  are  able  to  think  for  themselves,  and 
who  recognise  that  some  of  us  have  stood 
firmly  and  faithfully  by  our  pledges  to 
them  in  the  past,  they  will  not  be  led  away 
by  the  promoters  of  any  political  move- 
ment, but,  on  the  contrary,  will  stand  firm 
and  fast  by  those  representatives  who  on 
that  occasion  stood  firm  and  fast  by  the 
great  prindple  of  majority  rul& 

Mr.  Watkins. — These  same  coal-miners  1 
have  been  out-voted  by  a  majority  of 
"blacklegs"  before. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — From  Victoria.  - 
Mr.  Watkins. — No;  from  Sydney. 
Mr.  FULLER.— The  only  other  matter 
to  which  I  wish  to  refer  is  the  protectionist 
revival  by  honorable  members  who  sit  (Xi 
the  cross  benches.    The  mere  menticm  of  I 
the  subject  makes  the  hcmorable  member  for 
Melbourne  Forts  wake  up.     I  hope  that 
in  their  interests  there  will  be  a  little  re- 
vival in  connexion  with  the  protectionist 
cause ;  but  I  fail  to  see  how  it  is  to  be  ob- 
tained from  ,the  allies  with  whom  they 
are  joined.     If  the  honorable  member  for 
Barrier    and    other    hcmorable  members, 
after  the  pledges  which  they  have  given 
to  their  constituents,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  stood  by  those  of  us  who,  dur- 
ing the  consideration  of  the  Tariff,  fought 
so  resolutely  for  the  reduction  of  duties 
upon  tools  and  implements  used   in  the 
mining  fields,  and  against  the  imposition 
bf  duties  upcm  timber  required  for  mining  1 
operati(»is,  help  those  hcaiorable  members,  1 
it  will  surprise  me  very  much  indeed. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Weil,  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  will  be  surprised. 

Mr.  FULLER. — ^The  honorable  member 
for  Coolgardie  tells  me  that  I  will  get  a 
surprise,  and  therefore  I  am  justified  in 
asking  him  if  the  Labour  Party  is  in  the 
8  B 


future  to  be  the  Protectionist  Party?  Is 
that  the  sorpiise  that  we  are  going  to 
get? 

Mr.  Mahon. — The  honorable  and  learned 
member  will  know  when  the  time  comes. 

Mr.  FULLER. — Is  the  great  Labour 
Party  to  cease  to  rule  the  destinies  of  Aus- 
tralia, and  to  become  subservient  to  the 
h(»iorable  and  learned  member  for  Indi  and 
the  tail  of  the  Protectionist  Party?  Car 
any  one  credit  that  statement?  I  do  not. 
for  a  moment.  I  know  what  are  the  aimt 
and;  the  objects  of  the  Labour  Party.  I 
know  how  they  have  progressed  in  the  past.- 
and  what  they  are  pressing  forward  to  ir- 
the  future,  and  it  would  surprise  me  very 
much  if  the  interjection  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Coolgardie  should  turn  out  tc' 
be  a  true  statement  of  fact,  and  the  Labour 
Party  became  the  Protectionist  Party.  Sc 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  will  support  the 
Governmttit  on  this  occasion.  I  am  not 
altogether  enamoured  of  the  alliance  which 
has  been  ccnne  to.  but  I  believe  that  it  was 
necessary  in  the  interests  of  good  govern- 
ment, and  the  electors  of  Australia  have 
declared  in  favour  of  a  fiscal  truce,  for 
'  the  time  being,,  at  any  rate.  Even 
the  honorable  member  for  Melbourne  Ports 
went  to  the  country  pledged  to  the 
observance  of  a  fiscal  truce.  Rf  ore- 
over,  I  represent  a  district  whose 
people  belong  to  two  of  the  large 
producing  interests  of  the  Commonwealth 
— the  dairying  industry  and  the  coal-min- 
I  ing  industry.  It  \9  the  producers  on  whran 
Australia  depends,  not  upon  the  great  citieF 
of  Melbourne  and  Sydney,  which  are  mere 
parasites  upon  the  country.  The  wealth  of 
Australia  is  earned  by  her  pastoralists,  hei 
farmers,  her  miners,  and  her  other  pro- 
ducers, who  are  spread  over  the  face  of  the 
land,  not  by  the  few  manufacturinj 
industries  on  the  banks  of  the  Yarra  and 
the  Parramatta.  That  is  shown  very  clear!} 
when  we  get  a  severe  drought,  and  the  pas- 
toral industry,  for  example,  suffers.  There- 
fore, anything  that  would  cripple  our  pri- 
I  mary  resources  would  be  one  of  the  worsi 
things  that  could  happen  to  us.  I  believe, 
however,  that  the  legislation  pnnjosed,  and 
I  the  socialistic  doctrines  promulgated,  b> 
I  the  Labour  Party,  and  those  who  support 
them — and  their  supporters  now  include  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Indi. 
and  the  honorable  members  for  Bourke  and 
Hume — would,  if  put  into  force,  be  inimi- 
cal to  the  best  interests  of  Australia,  and  I 
shall,  therefore,  fight  against  it  as  roudi  as 
I  can. 
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Mr.  RONALD  (Southern  Melbourne).— 
The  fact  that  the  present  Administration 
do  not  possess  the  confidence  of  the  House 
has  beui  denronstrated  continually  during 
the  debate  by  the  state  of  the  bendies 
on  the  Ministerial  side  of  the  Cham- 
ber. When  the  first  Parliament  as- 
sembled in  Athens,  and  on  one  side 
of  the  House  were  gathered  the  Prime 
Minister  Nedas  and  his  supporters,  and  on 
the  other  side  Aldbiades  and  his  followers, 
we  had,  for  the  first  time  in  his- 
tory, two  leaders  of  a  political  assembly 
sitting  face  to  face,  supported  by  the  pre- 
sence  of  thdr  followers.  But  during  the 
present  debate  the  supporters  of  the  R^d- 
McLean  Administration  might  have  been 
counted  on  the  fingers  of  one  hand.  That 
state  of  things  appears  to  me  to  make 
it  unnecessary  to  try  to  prove  that  the  Ad- 
ministration does  not  possess  the  confidence 
of  the  House.  They  are  obviously  at 
all  times  practically  dependent  on  the  Op- 
poation  to  keep  a  House.  There  are,  how- 
ever, one  or  two  other  matters  to  which  I 
■wish  to  refer  in  the  few  minutes  which  re- 
main before  the  adjournment — l>ecause  I 
cannot  be  expected  to  finish  my  siiecch  to- 
day. One  of  the  facts  that  lie  before  us 
at  the  present  time  is  that  the  three  parties 
in  this  House  are  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
one  party,  and  that  that  is  why  the  present 
confusion  exists.  Every  Government  thai 
has  been  in  power  since  the  Parliament  met 
— and  this  is  the  third  Administrati(»i  which 
Bve  have  had — has  put  the  Conciliation  and 
Arbitration  Bill  in  the  forefront  of  its  pro- 
gramme. The  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  brought  in  the  Bill,  and 
professed  to  be  in  favour  of  its  principles ; 
but  if  he  had  been  true  to  tiiose  principles 
the  measure  would  by  this  time  have  been 
placed  on  the  statute-book.  When  he  was 
defeated  in  Committee,  howe\-er,  on  a  ques- 
ti(xi  of  detail,  he  resided  (rffice  in  a  pique, 
and  the  Watson  Administration  supplanted 
his  own.  That  Government,  in  its  turn, 
resigned  because  it  was  defeated  on  its  pro- 
posal to  grant  preference  to  unionists,  which 
it  regarded  of  vital  importajice.  Now  we 
have  the  Reid-McLean  Administration,  and 
the  question  naturally  suggests  itself,  "  Will 
4hey  make  anything  vital?"  It  will  not 
'reflect  credit  on  the  intelligence  of  the 
House  if  the  three  parties  find  themselves 
so  much  in  general  agreement — and  almost 
every  member  of  the  House  has  declared 
that  the  measure  is  urgently  neefled— and 
cannot  agree  as  to  details.  We  are  told 
that  there  is  no  opposition  to  the  principles 


embodied  in  the  Bill,  and  that  fact  is 
bi^ne  out  by  the  acBon  of  each  party  as  it 
has  come  into  power  in  turn,  in  declaring 
that  the  first  measure  on  its  programiR^ 
would  be  the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration 
Bill.  What  we  really  want  to  know  is. 
are  honorable  members  sincere  in  their  pro- 
fessions  of  belief  in  the  principle  of  ccw- 
ciliation  and  arbitration?  Are  they  in 
earnest  in  the  desire  to  settle  industrial  dis- 
putes amicably  and  peaceably  by  judicial 
authtmty  ? 

Mr.  Maugek. — I  do  not  think  sa 

Mr.  RONALD.— I  believe  that  the  hon- 
orable member  is  right,  and  that  beyond  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt  what  we  ba\'e  seen  is 
sheer  and  unmitigated  political  hy- 
pocrisy. If  honorable  members  are 
anxious  for  industrial  conciliation  an^ 
arbitration,  why  has  there  beer, 
all  this  wa^e  of  time  over  details? 
We  have  been  here  for  many  months,  and 
have  nothing  to  show  as  the  result  of 
our  labours.  The  only  point  upon  whidi 
we  differ  is  as  to  who  shall  occupy  the  Trea- 
sury bench,  and  that  fact  is  a  reflection 
upCMi  the  earnestness  and  integrity  of  honor 
able  members.  If,  we  were  earnest  in  our 
desire  to  legislate  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  country,  we  should  put  an  end  to  the 
present  uhseemly  and  un-Godly  scramKe 
for  office.  I  could  understand  the  last  ttto 
Governments  being  displaced,  if  they  were 
succeeded  by  a  new  Administration  which 
was  pTepared  to  declare  its  utter  disbelief 
in  socialistic  legislation,  but  I  carmot  under- 
stand any  section  of  bonoraUe  manbets 
pretending  to  be  in  favour  of  the  measure 
that  has  been  before  us  since  the  beginning 
of  the  session,  and  making  a  dispute  with 
regard  to  petty  details  a  pretext  for  oust- 
ing the  Govenunent  from  office.  Concilia- 
tion or  no  COTciliatiwi  should  be  the  issue 
before  us. 

Mr.  McDonald. — I  do  not  widi  to  be  in- 
cluded amongst  those  who  have  been  saan:- 
bling  for  office. 

Mr.  RONALD.— The  honorable  member 
is  like  the  Pharisee.  He  thanks  God  thi: 
he  is  not  as  other  men  are,  and  I  might  ioin 
him  to  that  extent  I  strcmgly  deprecaft 
the  subversion  of  all  other  consideration 
to  that  of  obtaining  possession  of  the  Trea 
sury  bench.  The  present  Government  if 
a  sham.  It  came  into  office  as  the  professed 
friend  of  the  Conciliation  and  ArbitraticQ 
Bill,  after  having  ousted  the  previous  Go- 

I  vernment,  which  placed  that  measure  in  the 

I  foref rcmt  of  its  programme. 

Digitized  by  Google 


MoUon  of  Want      [23  Skptekber,  1904-]       "/  Confidence.  49^5 


Mr.  McCay. — The  late  Government  in- 
sisted on  going  out  of  office. 

Mr.  RONALD. — ^We  may  have  our  own 
opinions  with  regard  to  the  wisdom,  or  un- 
wisdom, of  the  course  adopted  by  the  late 
Government,  but  I  do  not  wish  to  enter 
into  that  question.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  present  Government  is  an  anti-social- 
istic combination. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^What  is  Socialism? 

Mr.  ROIsTALD.— The  question  ^What 
is  truth  V  has  never  yet  been  answered, 
and  the  question  "What  is  Socialism?"  is 
not  likely  to  elicit  a  satisfactory  reply  until 
men  are  supplied  with  consciences,  as  well 
as  with  the  power  of  reastxiing,  and  are 
able  to  appreciate  mental  and  moral  truths. 
The  root  of  the  word  "Socialism"  is  the 
Greek  word  socios,  meaning  a  friend,  an 
ally.     Therefore,  Socialism  means  nothing 
else  than  an  alliartce,  a  friendship,  a  bro- 
therhood, an  association  or  co-operation  for 
a  given  purpose.   All  Governments  are  in 
their  very  essence  socialistic.   If  the  words 
"Socialism"  and  "alliance"  are  to  be 
regarded  as  syntmymous,  we  should  not  seek 
for  any  special  definition  of  the  former 
term,  because  we  are  sufficiently  familiar 
with  the  meaning  of  the  latter.    If  honor- 
able members  in  ^us  House  were  divided 
into  Socialists  and  anti-Socialists,  the  latter 
would  eventually  prove  to  be  anarchists/ 
because  an ti- Socialism   and   anarchy  are 
practically  identical.    Those  who  axe  op- 
posed to  Socialism,  or  alliance  for  the  pur- 
pose of  maintaining  law  and  order  and 
good  government — and  the  term  is  capable 
of  no  other  definition — must  needs  be  an- 
archists.   I  must  protest  against  the  refer- 
ences which  have  been  made  to  paid  agi- 
tators in  the  Labour  Party,  and  to  the  en- 
gagement of  Mr.  T«n  Mann  as  an  or^ 
ganizer.    We  have  been  told  that  we  have 
set  a  bad  example,  but  we  might  be  more 
reasonably    diarged    with    following  a 
bad  example.    We  have  followed  in  the 
footsteps  of  the  Employers'  Federation, 
and  we  claim  that,  whilst  one  side  is  using 
its  wealth  to  hire  agitatorfe,  the  Labour 
Party,  which  has  no  press  to  support  it, 
would  be  very  foolish  indeed  if  it  failed  to 
take  advantage  of  the  services  of  a  man  who 
is  so  well  fitted  for  the  work  of  organization. 
So  long  as  one  class  in  the  community  is  per- 
mitted to  employ  agitators,  the  other  side 
cannot  be  blamed  for  following  its  exam- 
-ple-  A  great  deal  has  been  said  during  the 
course  of  this  debate — ^in  order  that  it  may 
be  scattered   far   and  wide — against  the 
morality  of  this  proceeding.   As  to  the 
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morality  of  the  teaching  of  our  representa- 
tive, I  claim  that  it  will  compare  very  fav(»- 
ably  indeed  with  the  unsewnly  and  danger- 
ous instruction  imparted  by  the  paid  agita- 
tor of  the  Employers'  Federation.  At  any 
rate>  we  never  acknowledge  or  cbuntenanctf 
any  attack  upon  the  sanctity  of  the  marriage 
tie.  But  the  hired  agitator  of  the  Em- 
ployers' Federation  has  descended  to  the 
lowest  depths  of  immorality  by  declaring 
that  marriage,  which  is  the  foundation  of 
our  family  life,  and  the  one  institutitm  in 
our  dvilization  that  is  worth  preserving,  is 
a  luxury  which  should  be  placed  in  the  same 
catc^ry  as  Icmg  beers.  That  is  the  teach- 
ing of  this  moralist,  this  ins^ctor  in  the 
ethics  of  politics.  He  has  proclaimed  to 
the  world  that  the  Labour  Party  is  to  be  re- 
probated for  all  that  is  vile,  because  it  will 
not  indorse  that  sentimefnt.  To  me  it  is 
manifest  that  the  present  Administration  do 
not  possess  the  oxifidence  of  this  House, 
and  if  for  no  other  reason  than  is  supplied  by 
the  programme  which  they  have  presented, 
they  should  be  deposed.  So  far  as  the 
members  uf  the  Government  are  concerned 
individually,  there  are  no  men  in  this  House 
whtmi  I  should  be  more  pleased  to  see  upon 
the  Treasury  bench.  They  are  gentle- 
men of  whom  this  Parliamoit  w  any 
other  Legislature  might  well  be  proud. 
I  find  no  fault  with  the  personnel  of  the 
Cabinet,  but  I  claim  that  it  is  possible  to  re- 
spect them  with(nit  in  any  way  agreeing 
with  their  jwlitical  views.  I  very  much 
deplore  the  washing  of  dirty  political  linen 
which  has  taken  place  during  the  course  of 
this  debate.  Whatever  our  differences  may 
be,  I  trust  that  they  will  always  be  differ- 
ences of  principle,  and  that  our  respect  for 
each  other  will  be  maintained.  In  my 
opinion,  the  coalition  between  the  avowed 
protectionists  and  the  declared  free-traders 
in  this  House  is  an  unholy  on&  On  the 
other  hand,  the  alliance  between  the  Labour 
Party  and  the  liberal  protectionists  is  a 
natural  alliance,  because  their  members  have 
many  things  in  common.  The  liberal  pro- 
tectionists are  democrats.  Personally  I  hope 
to  see  tlie  day  when  the  term  "  Labour 
Party "  will  '  disappear.  "  Democratic 
Party"  would  suit  my  taste  far  better. 
Nevertheless  the  word  "labour"  is  associated 
with  all  that  is  honorable,  and  I  have  no 
objection  to  it.  But  there  are  those  who 
do  object  to  it,  and  I  hope,  as  the  result  of 
this  alliance,  to  see  a  new  party  spring  into 
existence  which  will  absorb  both.  We 
shall  then  have  a  clear  line  of  demarca- 
tion between  the  democrats  and  the  conser- 
vatives.    Our  alliance  is  notrbasgd  i|p$n  a 
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mere  negation;  it  is  a  positive  alliance, 
whereas  the  coalition  between  honorable 
members  opposite  is  based  upon  a  pure 
negation.  It  is  anti-labour.  History 
demonstrates  that  no  movement  will  ever 
make  for  the  good  of  the  community 
which  is  founded  ujKjn  a  mere 
negation.  If  we  are  to  achieve  any  good, 
it  must  be  by  having  something  positive. 
What  is  there  that  is  positive  in 
the  programme  of  the  Government?  No- 
thing but  what  has  been  taken  out  of  the 
policy  submitted  by  the  Watson  Administra- 
tion. Some  time  ago,  a  very  ludicrous 
advertisement  was  posted  up  all  round  Mel- 
bourne. It  pictured  a  certain  distinguished 
gentleman  in  a  very  unbecoming,  not  to  say 
nude,  state.  Later  on,  his  figure  was  ob- 
literated, and  the  public  were  informed  that 
he  had  gone  to  be  clothed  at  a  certain  es- 
tablishment in  the  city.  The  recollection 
of  that  advertisement  leads  me  to  say — 
speaking  in  a  political  sense — ^that  he  went 
to  the  bathing  boxes  of  the  Labour  Party, 
stole  their  clothes,  and  came  back  dressed  in 
arbitration  breeches,  a  conciliation  coat,  a 
free-trade  waistcoat,  and  a  protectionist 
belltopper.  The  present  Acbmnistration 
found  the  Labour  Party  bathing,  and  stole 
their  clothesi  Such  a  grotesque  figure  is 
not  likely  to  commend  himself  to  the  people 
as  one  who  is  properly  clothed,  and  in  such 
a  state  of  mind  as  to  warrant  him  being 
charged  with  the  conduct  of  the  political 
affairs  of  the  Commonwealth.  Because  he  is 
so  grotesquely  arrayed  I  think  he  should  be 
arrested,  and  a  speedy  termination  put  to 
his  Ministerial  existence.  If  I  am  a  pro- 
phet as  well  as:  a  parson,  we  shall  find  upon 
an  appeal  to  the  electors  that  the  Govern- 
ment do  not  possess  their  confidence.  The 
Ministerial  programme  is  a  miserable  piece 
of  patch-work,  which  contains  nothing  but 
that  which  has  been  filched  from  their  pre- 
decessors in  ofilice. 
Debate  adjourned. 

House  adjourned  at  3.59  p.m. 


J^ouse  of  i^rprrsrntatfbcs. 

Tuesday^  27  September,  igo4. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.30  p.m., 
and  read  prayers. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Reid)  agreed  to — 

That  Orders  of  the  Day,  Govemment  business, 
Nos.  1  and  2,  hare  precedence  over  all  other  busi- 
tidi  this  day. 


PRIVILEGE. 
Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan).— I  rise  | 
to  a  pcunt  of  privilege.   In  the  Age  uns- 
paper  of  Saturday  last  the  following  pas- 
sage occurs  in  a  report  of  a  speech  of  ihe 
honorable    member    for    Southern    Me!-  | 
bourne : — 

Last  night  Sir  John  Forrest  had  boa&lrJ  of 
having  introduced   coocitiation   and  arbitratioa 
into  Western  Australia,  and  had  said  tb.it  pie-  1 
ference  to  unionism  was  the  basic  principle  a.'  | 
his  Bill.     And  yet  this  was  the  man  who  -ma 
opposing  preference  to  unionism  at  the  pmcD: 
time,   with  the   desire  to   make   the   Bill  null 
and  void.    Such  unmitigated  humbugging  of  the  I 
people  whilst  professing  to  be  actuated  br  1 
regard  for  their  welfare  was  shameful. 
The  honorable  member's  statement  that  I 
had  said  that  "  preference  to  unionism  was 
the  basic  principle  of  my  Bill "  is  incorrea.  I 
as  my  remarks  were  the  very  opposite  of 
those  attributed  to  me.    They  are  reported 
at  page  4857  of  Hansard,  as  follows: —  1 

I  was  the  first  man  is  Australia  to  introduce 
and  pass  a  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bii:, 
brought  up  to  date  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  then  in  force  in  New  Zealand,  with  one  at 
two  exceptions. 

Mr.  Groom. — With  preference  to  unionists? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— No.  That  was  not  in 
the  measure.      I  am  opposed  to  preference  10 
unionists,  as  being  unnecessary  and  unfair.  I 
do  not  think  it  was  in  the  New  Zealand  Act  I 
at  that  time.  ' 

Mr.  Gaoou. — It  was  held  to  be. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  did  not  know  that 
at  the  time.  I  do  not  think  the  State  Parlia- 
ment of  Western  Australia  would  have  passed 
a  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill  giving  cne 
man  an  undue  preference  over  another. 

Mr.  Groom. — Has  it  passed  it  since? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  may  tell  the  honor- 
able  and  learned  member  that  even  now,  thougli 
the  measure  I  paued  has  been  amended,  with  tbr 
assistance  of  the  Labour  Party,  which  was  ncA 
in  existence  in  my  day,  and  has  been  liberalized 
in  some  directions  and  brought  up  to  date  witb 
the  New  Zealand  Act,  there  is  no  preference  to 
unionists  in  it,  and  the  Court  in  Western  Ans- 
tralia  has  refused  to  give  preference  to  uaioots:^ 

Mr.  Fbazer. — That  is  why  they  aie 
amending  the  Bill  again  now. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.  — I  am  not 
speaking  of  what  is  to  be  done,  but  of  what 
has  been  done.  I  wrote  to  the  honwable 
member  for  Southern  Melbou^e,  pointing 
out  to  him — 

Mr.  McDonald. — I  rise  to  a  pcunt  of 
order.  The  right  honorable  member  com- 
menced by  saying  that  he  wished  to  state  a 
Question  of  privilege ;  but  he  has  not  told 

1  the  House  whether  he  intends  to  conclude  his 
speech  with  a  motion.    I  do  not  know  if  it 

!  is  his  intenticHi  to  conclude  with  a  motioo. 
but  I  ask  if  he  will  be  in  order  in  not  doin? 
so?  If  he  continues  his  criticisms,  and  does 
not  conclude  with  a  motion,  the  honorable 
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member  for  Southern  Melbourne  will  be 
prevented  from  replying  to  him,  and  other 
honorable  members  will  be  idebarced  fn»ii 
taking  part  in  the  discussion  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— There  are  two  or 
three  courses,  any  one  of  which  may  be 
taken  on  a  question  of  privilege.  The  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan  is  well  within 
his  rights  in  stating  to  the  House  in  such 
manner  as  he  may  desire,  but  at  not  too 
great  a  length — and  he  ceitainly  has  not 
yet  occupied  xery  much  time — what  the 
question  of  privilege  is.  It  will  be  com- 
petent for  him  then  to  leave  the  honorable 
member  for  Southern  Melbourne  to  make 
anv  rejoinder  which  he  may  desire  to  make, 
or  the  right  honorable  member  may  con- 
clude with  a  motion.  He  is,  however,  en- 
titled to  state  to  the  House,  first  of  all,  for 
its  information  what  the  question  of  privi- 
lege is  which  he  desires  to  bring  under  its 
notice. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  wrote  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Southern  Melbourne, 
pointing  out  the  error  which  he  had  made  in 
attributing  to  me  the  statement  that  "  pre- 
ference to  unionism  was  the  basic  principle 
of  my  Bill  "  ;  but,  instead  of  replying  that 
he  bad  made  an  error,  or  had  misunder- 
stood my  remarks,  the  answei  which  I  re- 
ceived from  him  this  morning  states  that  he 
is  surprised  at  my  obiection  to  his  words, 
as  he  does  not  disclaim  the  report.  The 
whole  point  of  his  remarks  was  thai  I  had 
said  that  "  preference  to  unionism  was  the 
basic  principle  of  my  Bill, ' '  and  that 
notwithstanding  what  I  had  said,  I 
had,  in  this  Chamber,  opposed  pre- 
ference to  unionism,  the  inference  be- 
ing, to  use  his  own  words,  that  I  have 
been  "humbugging  the  people,  and  that 
my  conduct  is  shameful."  There  is  only 
one  way  in  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Southern  Melbourne  can  now  act.  and  that 
is  to  express  his  regret  at  having  altogether 
misrepresented  me.  When  an  honorable 
member  misrepresents  another,  the  only 
proper  course  for  him  to  take  is  to  say  at 
once  that  he  misunderstood  him,  or  unknow- 
ingly and  unintentionally  misrepresented 
him.  No  one  who  has  read  the  Hansard 
report  of  or  listened  to  my  remarks  can 
doubt  that  I  have  been  absolutely  misre- 
presented by  the  honorable  member.  Sudi 
conduct  is  unworthy  of  a  member  of  this 
House,  and  if  the  honorable  member  allows 
it  to  stand  against  him  it  will  be  simply 
scandalous. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  question  raised  by 
the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan  is  not 


one  of  privilege,  nor  is  any  further  step 
necessary  in  connexion  with  it.  The  right 
honorable  gentleman  was  perfectly  entitled 

to  make  a  personal  explanation  

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— That  is  what  I 
intended  to  do.  I  should  have  said  "  per- 
sonal explanation  "  instead  of  "  point  of 
privilege." 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Southern  Melbourne  desires  to  make 
a  rejoinder  he  is  at  liberty  to  do  sa 

Mr.  RONALD  (Southern  Melbourne).— 
I  received  the  right  honorable  member's 
communication,  in  the  form  of  a  note  con- 
taining a  quotation  from  a  newspaper  re- 
port, which,  I  may  say,  was  not  a  verbatim 
report  of  what  I  said.  It  must  have  been 
known  to  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
that  the  West  Australian  Bill  was  based 
upon  the  New  Zealand  Act,  and  that  at 
the  time  the  measure  was  passed,  the  Legis- 
lature had  before  it  not  only  the  New  Zea- 
land Act,  which  contained  a  provision  for 
preference  to  unionists,  but  also  the  deci- 
sions of  the  Courts  in  support  of  such  pre- 
ference. Therefore,  if  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  had  desired  to  oppose  the  grant- 
ing of  preference,  he  should  have  indicated 
it  upon  the  face  of  the  Bill. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  believed  that  all 
references  to  preference  had  been  omitted 
from  my  Bill. 

Mr.  RONALD.— I  have  looked  up  the 
decisions  of  the  Courts  

Mr.  SPEAKE-R.— I  would  remind  the 
honorable  member  that  the  one  point  for 
explanation,  and  the  only  one,  is  in  regard 
to  the  complaint  of  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan  that  the  hcmorable  mem- 
ber stated  that  he  said  a  oertaio  thing 
which  the  right  honorable  gentlraaan 
denies  having  uttered.  We  are  n<^  con- 
cerned with  what  was  included  in  the  Bill, 
or  what  was  accomplished  by  that  measure. 
The  sole  question  is  whether  the  honor- 
able member  did,  or  did  not,  make  the 
statement  attributed  to  him,  and  I  should 
be  glad  if  the  honorable  member  would 
confine  himself  to  that 

Mr.  RONALD. — It  is  my  intention  to 
reply  to  the  right  honorable  gentleman  in 
my  speech  upon  the  motion  of  want  of  con- 
fidence. I  shall  content  myself  at  present 
by  stating  that  the  report  that  I  said  that 
the  right  tuxiorable  member  for  Swan  made 
preference  to  unionists  the  basic  principle 
of  the  Bi)l  is  not  rorrect.  What  I  said  was 
that  preference  to  unionists  was  the  basic 
principle  of  the  Bill. 
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Sir  John  Forrest. — If  the  honorable 
member  had  stated  to  the  Hoose  at  once 
that  the  nevspaper  report  vas  incorrect  the 
matter  would  have  been  ended. 

SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  4). 
Postal,  Telegraphic,  and  Telephonic 
Services  :  Brewers'  Licences  :  Supply 
OF  Rifles  to  Clubs  :  Surplus  Revenue 
Payable  to  States:  Duty  on  Adver- 
tising Mattes. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  reported  the  receipt  of 
a  message  from  His  Excellency  the  Gover- 
nor-General, recommending  that  an.  appro- 
priation be  made  from  the  consolidated  re- 
venue for  the  purposes  of  this  Bill. 

In  Committee  of  Sufplv  ■ 

Sit  GEORGE  TURNER  (Balaclava  — 
Treasurer). — I  move — 

That  a  sum  not  exceeding  ^^430,421  be  granted 
to  His  Majesty  foi  or  towards  defraying  the  ser- 
vices of  the  year  ending  30tb  }une,  1905. 

I  had  proposed  to  make  the  Budget  state- 
ment last  Tuesday,  but  other  business  inter- 
vened, and  I  was  not  in  a  position  to  carry 
out  my  original  iDtenti(»i.  Whatever  our 
differences  may  be,  the  public  servants  and 
the  public  creditors  must  be  paid,  and, 
therefore,  whilst  it  may  seem  a  little  ex- 
traordinary to  interrupt  the  course  of  a  no- 
confidence  debate  in  order  to  ask  for, Sup- 
ply, we  must  have  the  grant  of  Parliament 
to  provide  us  with  the  money  necessary  to 
meet  the  payments  which  fall  due  at  the 
end  of  the  present  month.  Our  present 
supply  is  exhausted,  and  we  must  have  a 
further  grant  before  the  end  of  the  month. 

Mr.  HzGGiNS. — Will  the  Senate  be  able 
to  pass  the  Bill? 

Sir  GEORGE  TURNER.— I  am  anxious 
to  pass  the  Bill  through  this  Chamber  to- 
day, in  order  that  the  Senate  may  have  an 
opportunity  to  deal  with  it  to-morrow.  Hon- 
orable members  will  see  that  even  if  the 
Bill  be  passed  to-morrow,  a  very  short  time 
will  be  left  for  carrying  out  the  necessary 
arrangements'.  Our  practice  is  as  soon  as 
the  Royal  Assent  is  given  to  the  Supply  Bill 
to  send'  telegrams  to  the  ^-arioua  (rfficers,  so 
that  they  may  make  all  the  necessary  pay- 
ments during  the  last  two  days  of  the  month. 
The  items  in  the  schedule  of  the  Bill  are 
of  the  ordinary  character.  They  do  not 
comprise  any  debatable  items,  and  the  pass- 
ing of  the  measure  will  not  in  any  way  de- 
prive Parliament  of  an  opportunity  to  dis- 
cuss the  balances  of  the  votes.  I  regret  that 
it  is  necessary  to  ask  for  further  supply. 
Owing  to  circumstances  over  which  he  had 
no  control,  my  predecessor  was  imable  to 
make  the  Budget  statement  at  the  end  of 


July,  and,  therefore,  it  has  been  necenaiy 
to  pass  iix»e  muithly  Supply  Bills  than  has 
been  altogether  desirable.  In  my  view,  the 
Estimates  should  be  biou^t  down  at  the 

earliest  possible  moment.  I  do  not  know, 
however,  that  it  is  wise  to  begin  their  dis- 
cussion very  early  in  the  session.  I  tried 
that  plan  once  in  Victoria,  and  it  seemed 
almost  as  if  we  should  have  time  for  no- 
thing else  but  the  discussujn  of  the  Esti- 
mates during  that  session.  At  the  same 
time,  it  is  raily  right  that  honorable  mem- 
bers should  have  an  t^portunity  to  peruse 
the  Estimates  at  an  early  sta^  I  have 
satisfied  myself,  after  ocxisultatum  with  the 
responsible  <^i^rs,  that  nothing  is  now  be- 
ing asked  for  that  cannot  safely  be  granted 
by  Farliacnent. 

Mr.  WATSON  (Bland).— I  admit  that  it 
is  unusual  to  interrupt  debate  upcm  a  rn-v 
ticHi  of  want  of  confidence  with  a  proposal 
of  this  character,  but  I  do  not  see  any 
escape  ixom  the  situaticm.  AVe  must  meet 
th-^  engagements  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  in  view  of  the  assurance  of  the  Trea- 
surer that  the  Bill  contains  no  items  beyond 
those  usually  included  in  such  measures.  I 
think  that  we  may  safely  agree  to  pass  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume).— Hon- 
orable members  have  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  looking  through  the  Bill. 

Sir  George  Turner. — It  was  circulated 
on  Friday  night. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— At  any  rate.  I 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  examining 
it.  I  presume,  however,  that  the  schedule 
includes  items  providing  for  ordinary  ex- 
penditure such  as  salaries,  and  payments  in 
connexicm  with  works  that  are  pnxxedini;. 

Sir  George  Tuubr. — Not  payments  in 
connexion  with  new  works. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No,  but  pay- 
ments in  connexion  with  works  that  are 
completed  or  are  proceeding.  I  desire  to 
refer  to  one  or  tMro  wturks,  in  respect  of 
which  payments  should  have  been  made  some 
time  since.  A  number  of  works  have  been 
practically  completed,  and  the  contractors 
still  remain  unpaid. 

Sir  George  Turner. — Those  works  are 
not  included  in  the  schedule  of  the  Bill ; 
they  are  dealt  with  in  a  separate  Bill- 
Any  payments  that  may  be  necessary  under 
such  contracts  can  be  made  cnit  of  the  Trea- 
surer's advance  vote;  there  is  plenty  of 
money  available. 

Sir'  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Certain  works 
have  been  carried  out  at  Tumut,  Coota- 
mundra,  and  Albury,  for  wEich  the  con- 
tractors have  not  \ex  been  paid    I  have 
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endeavoured,  during  the  past  two  or  three 
months,  but  without  success,  to  induce  the 
Department  of  Home  Affairs  to  take  action 
in  the  matter. 

Sir  Geokge  TintNER. — If  the  honorable 
member  will  submit  the  partiailars  to  me, 
I  shall  have  the  cases  investigated. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— I  have  brought 
them  under  the  notice  of  the  Minister  of 
Home  Affairs.  It  is  not  fair  to  the  con- 
tractors they  should  be  kept  out  of  the 
money  to  which  they  are  entitled.  Then, 
again,  in  ccmnexion  with  the  telephone  ser- 
\-ice,  I  presume  that  there  is  money  avail- 
able to  pay  for  those  services  and 
the  salaries  of  the  telephone  atten- 
dants, and  I  wi^  to  brin^  under  no- 
tice an  apparent  absurdity  m  connexion 
with  the  arrangements  in  New  South  Wales. 
I  rang  up  a  country  telephone  office  the 
other  day  from  Sydney,  and  was  infcwmed 
that  I  could  not  be  connected  with  the  sub- 
scriber with  whom  I  wished  to  communicate 
because  the  instrumwt  which  I  was  using 
was  not  registered.  As  a  result  I  was  com- 
pelled to  walk  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to 
the  central  office,  where  I  was  first  re- 
quired to  pay  IS.  3d.  for  the  transmission 
of  the  telephone  message.  I  was  then 
shown  into  a  little  bureau  where  I  was 
called  upon  to  drop  threepence  into  a  slot 
machine. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^With  which  staticm 
did  the  honorable  member  oommunicate 
when  he  was  required  to  pay  is.  3d.  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  was  the 
fee  which  I  had  to  pay  for  communicating 
with  Katoomba.  The  demand  was  made 
that  I  should  place  threepence  in  the 
slot  as  payment  for  the  use  of  the 
bureau,  making  a  total  charge  of  is.  6d. 
I  need  scarcely  remind  honorable  members 
that  I  could  have  despatched  a  telegram 
for  ninepence.  Fuionally,  I  should  not 
complain  of  this,  but  the  public  oxnplain 
of  it  very  seriously.  Some  change  must  be 
made  in  the  existing  arrangement.  It  seons 
absurd  that  I  should  be  required  to  pay 
IS.  6d.  for  the  transmission  of  a  telephone 
message  after  being  called  upon  to  walk 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  despatch  it,  in- 
stead of  being  permitted  to  use  the  nearest 
available  instrument.  If  the  Postal  De- 
partment will  not  remedy  the  evil,  this 
House  should  ccnsider  it,  and  deal  with 
the  Minister  and  c^&cers  who  refuse 
to  alter  the  present  systan.  Not  CHily 
is  the  DepartmeiU  at  fault  in  this 
particular,  but  the  service  throughout 
is   deficient.     The   method   adt^ted  in 


connexion  with  the  erection  of  tele- 
phones and  the  junction  of  branch  lines 
with  the  main  lines  throughout  New 
South  Wales  is  mmjstrous.  I  have  al- 
ways conceived  it  to  be  ttie  duty  of  the 
Government  and  the  officers  of  the  De- 
partment to  aooommods^  the  public  as  far 
as  possible.  Surely  in  the  outlying  and 
sparsely -populated  districts  where  the  tele- 
phone is  a  great  convenience  to  the  resi- 
dents, we  ought  not  to  throw  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  the  erection  of  telephone  lines, 
and  then  charge  a  high  fee  when  persons 
wish  to  use  them.  In  my  own  electorate, 
ear  Cootamundra,  I  know  of  one  case 
where  a  teleplxme  has  been  erected  to  with- 
in seventeen  chains  of  a  post-office.  Great 
trouble  was  experienced  by  the  residents — 
owing  to  the  objections  urged  by  the  De* 
partment— in  getting  the  line  carried  across 
an  adjacent  reserve.  Now  it  cannot  be  used 
in  consequence  of  the  charges  of  the 
postal  officials  acting  under  instructions 
from  the  head  oiEce.  I  have  no  desire  to 
deal  with  these  instances  in  detail  at  the 
present  stage,  because  I  intend,  within  a 
very  short  time,  to  bring  forward  a  number 
of  specific  cases  in  support  of  my  state- 
ments. There  is  another  matter  which  is 
a  source  of  considerable  inconvenience  to 
residents  in  New  South  Wales.  If  a  letter 
be  posted  in  Melbourne,  and  only  a  penny 
stamp  be  affixed  to  it,  the  recipient  in  New 
South  Wales  is  required  to  pay  not  only 
the  additional  postage  required,  but  also 
a  fine. 

Mr.  Page.— That  is  the  true  Federal 

spirit. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  think 
so.  fiusiness  people  and  others  in  Victoria 
frequently  post  letters  addressed  to  New 
South  Wales  upon  which  they  affix  a  penny 
stamp.  Upon  their  delivery,  tsal  only  is 
the  extra  penny  charged  for  pcutage,  Init  a 
fine  is  exacted  from  the  individual  who 
receives  them. 

Mr.  Page. — The  Government  in  which 
the  honorable  member  was  a  Minister  passed 
the  Act  under  which  that  charge  is  made. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  know 
that  we  did,  but  I  think  we  adopted  the 
system  which  had  previously  operated  in 
Victoria — the  penny  postage  system.  The 
present  practice  affects  a  Targe  number  of 
people,  and  causes  a  great  deal  of  friction. 
This  ccHidition  of  affairs  should  be  speedily 
remedied.  There  is  still  another  questicxi 
to  which  I  desire  to  direct  attention,  and 
concerning  which  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs  may  know  something.     I  wish 

Digttized  by  Google 


Supply        [REPRESENTATIVES.]      BiU  {No.  4). 


to  inquire  whether  anything  has  been  dwie 
in  the  way  of  reimbursing  Mr.  Sandford 
the  large  sum  of  money  which  he  was  re- 
quired to  pay  as  ,  duty  upon  old  irwi 
which,  when  crossing  into  New  South 
Wales,  was  charged  for  as  steel  rails.  This  j 
matter  has  been  under  amsideration  for  a 
long  time. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Yes,  whilst  the  h<»- 
orable  member  himself  was  a  Minister. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  my  col- 
leagues chose  to  divulge  what  took  place 
in  Cabinet,  honorable  members  would  know 
that  I  brought  this  matter  forward  upon 
six  occasicms. 

Mr.  Reid.-- Cabinet  secrets. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  not  a 
Cahinet  secret,  because  the  statement  has 
been  made  openly. 

Mr.  HiGGiNS. — Is  rot  the  case  being 
tested?   At  the  time  we  left  office  it  was. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  was  not  aware 
of  it.  I  recognise  that  it  is  a  difficult 
matter  to  deal  with.  If  I  had  had  the 
power  to  do  so,  I  should  have  dealt  with 
it  in  a  very  summary  fashion  by  remitting 
the  amount  of  the  duty.  There  was  an  en- 
tirely technical  ofiFence.  These  rails  were 
imported  to  be,  and  were  smelted  down 
as  old  iron,  and  Mr.  Sandford  was 
charged  duty  upon  them  as  if  they 
were  steel  rails  being  imported  into 
New  Sodih  Wales.  Perhaps  the  Min- 
ister of  Trade  and  Customs  can  give  me 
some  information  as  to  what  is  to  be  done 
in  the  matter.  There  is  still  another  prac- 
tice which  is  responsible  for  a  great  deal  of 
friction — especially  at  Albury — at  the  pre- 
sent time.  It  has  reference  to  certain 
licences  which  are  being  issued.  I  am  not 
sure  whether  these  licences  are  issued  by 
the  Commonwealth  Goremment,  but  I  be- 
lieve that  some  of  them  are.  What  I  wish 
to  point  out  is  that  when  an  attempt  is 
made  by  persons  resident  in  New  South 
Wales  to  work  under  these  licences  in  Vic- 
toria, they  are  prevented  from  doing  so, 
and  are  made  the  subjects  of  a  prosecu- 
tion. 

Mr.  McCay. — To  what  licenws  does  the 
honorable  member  refer? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Licences  in.  re- 
spect of  beer,  spirits,  and  wines. 

Mr.  McCay. — ^That  is  a  State  matter. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  think  there  is 
a  Federal  licence  issued  in  connexion  with 
beer.  I  know  that  Messrs.  T.  H.  Mate 
and  Co.,  of  Albury,  are  subject  to  very 
serious  inconvenience  on  account  of  the 
action  of  the  police  in  Victoria  in  refusing 


to  allow  them  to  sell  their  beer  upcwi  this 
side  of  the  River  Murray.  Another  ques- 
tion of  very  great  importance  has  referenre 
to  the  brewers'  licences.  The  other  day  I 
saw  a  reference  to  this  subject  by  the  Pre- 
mier of  Victoria.  Under  the  Excise  Act 
power  is  given  to  persons  to  brew  beer,  and 
a  Federal  licence-fee  is  diarged.  In  New 
South  Wales  a  licence-fee  of  £^0  annually 
is  also  charged  in  this  connexion.  The 
brewers  of  New  South  Wales  are  compelled 
to  pay  the  two  amounts,  which  aggregate 
either  ^^45  or  a  year.  A  test  case  was 
recently  heard  by  the  police  magistrate  ai 
Cootamundra,  who  decided  in  favour  of  the 
brewer ;  but  on  appeal  to  the  High  Court, 
it  was  held  that  the  licence-fee  charged  by 
the  Commonwealth  Government  only  covered 
the  right  to  brew,  and  that  the  issue  of 
licences  to  sell  was  under  the  control  of 
the  State  Government.  Thus,  whereas,  pre- 
viously the  one  luxnsing  fee  enabled  the 
brewers  both  to  brew  and  to  sell  their  beer, 
they  are  now  called  upon  to  pay  a  Sta  e 
as  well  as  a  Federal  licence.  The  Premier 
of  Victoria  referred  to  this  matter  the  other 
day  

Mr.  Grooh. — He  said  that  he  would 
make  the  brewers  pay. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  seems  tome 
a  very  hard  case  indeed  for  the  brewer.  If 
the  licence-fee  which  was  formerly  diar^cl 
by  the  State  was  sufficient,  I  fail  to  see 
why  the  amount  should  be  increased.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  passing  of  the  law  in  the  form 
in  which  it  at  present  stands  was  the  re- 
sult of  an  accident. 

Mr.  McCav.— Has  not  the  High  Court 
said  that  we  cannot  prevent  the  States  Go- 
vernments from  imposing  their  charges? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  we  cannot  do 
that,  I  say  we  should  not  impose  anothe: 
licence-fee.  One  charge  or  the  other  should 
not  be  levied. 

Mr.  HxGGiNS. — Why  not  conK  to  sGine 
understanding  with  the  States  in  the  same 
way  that  is  proposed  by  the  GovemiDent  id 
coimexion  with  old-age  pensions? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— This  matter 
constitutes  a  very  serious  trouble  in  Xe* 
South  Wales.  The  brewers  all  through 
New  South  Wales  feel  that  they  have 
a  grievance,  and,  as  the  Premier  of 
Victoria  says,  this  will  very  shortly 
be  an  acute  question  in  Victoria.  W 
the  States  Govenunents  will  not  doanythini: 
in  the  matter,  I  suggest  that,  in  the  case  of 
other  States  following  the  same  prsciice, 
communications  should  be  opened  up  ^'-^ 
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them  in  order  to  see  whether  some  compro- 
mise or  arrangement  cannot  be  arrived  at.  If 
no  arrangement  can  be  made,  it  only  remains 
to  amend  the  law  so  that  the  charge  made 
by  the  Federal  Government  may  cease. 
There  is  another  matter  to  which  I  desire 
to  call  attention.  A  few  days  ago  I  asked 
a  question  concerning  a  scheme  submitted 
for  the  destruction  of  rabbits,  which  cause 
so  much  loss  not  only  in  New  South 
Wales,  but  throughout  Australia.  On  that 
occasion  the  Prime  Minister  said  that  any 
application  in  this  connexion  should  be 
made  to  the  States,  and  that  he  had  re- 
ceived no  communication  on  the  subject.  I 
urge  the  Prime  Minister  to  make  representa- 
tions to  the  States,  so  that  the  matter  may 
not  be  allowed  to  remain  dormant.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  a  gr«it  deal  of  power  may 
be  exercised  by  the  Commonwealth  Prime 
Minister  in  the  way  of  making  representa- 
tions to  the  States  Governments ;  and  there 
is  no  matter  of  greater  importance  to  Aus- 
tralia than  the  destruction  of  the  rabbits.  If 
the  Prime  Minister  were  the  representative 
of  a  country  constituency  in  almost  any  part 
of  Australia,  he  would  know  what  a  serious 
plague  this  is,  especially  in  the  western  and 
northern  areas  of  New  South  Wales  and  Vic- 
toria. Sfunething  effective  should  be  done  , 
to  remove  a  pest  which  has  been  devas- 
tating the  colonies  for  very  many  years 
past.  The  questicm  requires  urgent  at- 
tention, and  while,  in  the  absence  of  action 
by  the  States,  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
Federal  Government  can  interfere,  some- 
thing ought  to  be  done,  and  at  once;  and 
there  is  an  opportunity  at  present. 
I  hope  the  remarks  I  have  made  in  regard 
to  these  two  or  three  matters  will  not  be 
allowed  to  go  in  at  one  ear  and  out  of  the 
other,  because  they  are  important,  and 
trorthy  of  the  most  careful  consideration. 
T  urge  on  the  Government  not  to  allow  these 
matters  to  drift,  but  to  act  with  vigour  in 
their  settlement. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta).—! 
echo  the  hope  which  the  honorable  member 
for  Hume  expressed  a  moment  or  two  ago, 
that  the  remarks  he  has  made  will  not  be 
allowed  to  go  in  at  one  ear  and  out  at  the 
other,  as,  apparently,  similar  remarks  have 
been  treated  during  the  last  three  and  a  half 
vears.  There  is,  however,  scarcely  anything 
new  in  the  complaints  made  by  the  honor- 
able member,  because  time  and  again  I 
brought  those  matters  under  the  notice  of 
the  Government  of  which  the  honorable 
member  was  a  member. 

Mr.  GaooM. — The  beer  tax? 


Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  is  the  ex- 
ception. 1  should  welcome  the  honOTable 
member  as  a  most  valuable  ally  on  griev- 
ance day,  were  the  position  he  takes  not 
such  a  recent  and  sudden  development  on 
his  part.  Howe\-er,  the  honorable  member 
has  told  us  that  he  was  engaged  in  a  death 
struggle  with  his  colleagues  while  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Government.  We  under- 
stand that,  but  for  the  fact  that  he  was 
presiding  over  a  Department  as  a  member 
of  that  Government,  he  would  have  revolted 
concerning  these  matters  long  ago— that  thfc 
Cabinet  in  which  he  sat  presented  one  l<Mig 
course  of  grievance-mongering  initiated  by 
him.  The  House  will,  I  think,  welconw 
this  revelation  of  the  unhappy  state  of  the 
Government  so  recently  deceased,  and  be 
glad  that  the  train  of  events  has  put  an 
end  to  the  honorable  member's  political 
misery  in  this  regard. 
_  Mr.  Watson. — ^We  had  similar  revela- 
tions from  the  right  honoiable  member  for 
Swan.. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— There  is  no 
doubt  that  we  are  only  begirming  to  realize 
what  an  unhappy  family  that  Government 
was. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  right  honorable  mem- 
I  ber  for  Swan  was  always  in  a  minority. 
Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— We  are  only  be- 
ginning  to  realize  how  much  it  is  to  be  de- 
sired, in  the  interests  of  Cabinet  solidarity, 
that  those  warring  members  should  not  be 
tied  together  ag^in. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — M'hat  about  the 
coalition  Cabinet  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  should  imagine 
that  differences  in  the  coalition  Government 
are  very  mild  as  ccxnpared  with  the  fierce 
antagonism  which  prevailed  throughout  the 
whole  period  of  the  existence  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  which  the  honorable  member 
was  a  member.  I  sincerely  hope  that  no 
coalition  Government,  which  may  hereafter 
be  formed,  or  may  be  in  existence  now, 
will  witness  this  airing  of  individual  griev- 
ances at  the  Cabinet  table,  and  subse- 
quently on  the  floor  of  the  House.  I  make 
these  remarks,  because  time  after  time, 
when  a  member  of  the  Opposition,  I  be- 
laboured honorable  members  on  the  Govern- 
ment side  in  respect  of  many  of  the  matters 
to  which  the  honorable  member  for  Hume 
has  referred.  Mr.  Sandford's  rebate  is,  I 
believe,  a  matter  tfiree  and  a  half  years 
old,  beginning,  as  it  did,  at  the  outset  of 
the  Commonwealth  Government;  and  who- 
ever is  responsible  

Sir  William  Lyme. — I  am  not. 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Whoever  is  re- 
sponsible, it  reflects  in  the  gravest  way  en 
the  character  of  the  Government  that  8C»ne- 
thing  has  not  been  done  to  readi  finality. 

Mr.  Fisher.— The  case  has  been  sent 
to  the  Court  now  in  order  to  get  a  dedsion 
on  the  facts. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  was  just  about 
to  refer  to  that  matter.  A  week  or  two 
ago  I  saw  Mr.  Sandford,  and  he  informed 
me  the  case  was  before  the  Court,  and 
as  it  is  sub  judice  I  suppose  we  ought  not 
to  further  discuss  it. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  did  not  know  the 
case  was  before  the  Court. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  apparently  has  had  no  communica- 
tion with  Mr.  Sandford  very  recently.  I 
und^and,  however,  that  Mr.  Sandford  is 
rather  favorable  to  the  present  coalitioi  Go- 
vernment, 

Sir  William  Lyne. — This  is  very  amus- 
ing.   I  saw  Mr.  Sandford  last  week. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Perhaps  the 
honorable  member  has  heard  of  the  atti- 
tude of  Mr.  Sandford,  and  benoe  the  hm- 
orable  member's  mysterious  development 
of  intense  sympathy  with  the  interests  of 
that  gentleman.  However,  I  shall  say 
no  more  since  the  subject  being  be- 
fore the  Law  Courts  is  taboo.  I 
think  there  is  a  genuine  grievance  in  the 
matter  of  the  telephone  service.  In  the 
case  referred  to  by  the  honorable  menber 
for  Hume,  a  man  who  goes  into  the  post- 
office  at  Sydney  and  desires  to  telephcme 
to  Katoomiia,  Newcastle,  Bathurst,  Lith- 
gow,  or  any  place  connected  with  a  ItKig- 
distance  line,  has  to  pay  not  (xily  the 
schedule  charge,  but  also  an  initial  fee.  A 
parallel  case  would  be  that  of  a  man  who 
was  charged  an  initial  fee  for  entering  a 
store  before  he  could  either  see  or  buy 
goods. 

Mr.  Watson. — How  long  has  that  regu- 
lation been  in  operation? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  has  been  in 
operation  ewr  since  the  wonderful  postal 
administration  of  the  Commonwealth  Go- 
vernment commenced. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^^And  how  long  was  it  in 
operation  previously  ? 

Sir  William  Lyme. — The  regulation  is 
something  new. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman, — I  think  the  re- 
gulation came  into  operation  when  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Parramatta  was  Post- 
master-General of  New  South  Wales. 


Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  for  Eden-Monaro  is  quite  wrong. 
The  honorable  member  has  heard  me  re- 
fer to  this  matter  aa  numerous  occasions 
during  the  last  three  years,  and  it  is  very 
singular  that  be  should  oa\y  now  hazard 
that  guess.  But  what  does  it  matter  how 
long  the  regulation  has  been  in  operation? 
The  fact  remains  that  before  a  person  can 
take  advantage  of  the  telephone  service  be 
has  to  pay  in  order  to  be  admitted  into  the 
telephone  office ;  and  such  a  regulatiui 
ought  to  be  abolished  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible momoit.  We  ought  to  remember  that 
the  c«iditi(Mi8  of  the  tdcphome  and  tele- 
graph services  have  been  completely  al- 
tered since  the  reduction  of  the'  tele- 
graph rates  1^  this  Parliament  State  mes- 
sages are  now  only  pd,  while  within 
certain  defined  districts  messages  may  be 
sent  for  6d. ;  and  that  means  that  where 
previously  it  paid  a  man  to  send  a  telephoie 
message  it  does  not  pay  him  to  do  so  nov. 
The  efff»ts  of  the  Department  seem  to  be 
directed  to  reducing  the  oompetiticm  between 
the  telephone  and  tel^aph  servios;  and 
that  ou^t  not  to  be.  So  far  as  I  can  see. 
it  is  inevitable  that  telegraphy  must  be  ccn- 
fined  more  and  more  to  trunk  and  long  dis- 
tance lines  between  Uk  various  Statesi 
Wherever  the  telephone  is  introduced  and 
can  compete  successfully  with  the  telegraph, 
the  competition  ought  to  be  permitted; 
there  ought  to  be  no  "cutting  "  between  the 
two  services.  The  present  competition  acts 
in  a  way  which  will  be  realized  from  an 
instance  within  my  knowledge.  Recently 
several  fruit-growing  centres  in  the  countv 
of  Cumberland,  New  South  Wales,  were 
connected  by  telephone  with  the  fruit  mar- 
kets in  Sydney,  but  now  they  are  not  al- 
lowed to  telei^one  unless  tbev  pay  a  fee 
of  9d.  pa:  message.  Seeing  that  they  can 
send  a  tel^am  for  6d.  the  tele|diaie  is 
of  little  use  to  them.  This  is  a  mattei 
which  ought  to  be  looked  into;  and  I 
urge  the  Postmaster-General  to  take  some 
action  in  regard  to  this  very  real  grievanre. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Do.  they  not  have  three 
minutes'  conversaticm  for  gd.  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.~Yes,  the>-  have. 
But  when  a  fruit-grower  uses  the  telepbooe 
he  usually  wishes  to  ascertain  what  is  the 
price  of  fruit  upon  the  market  If  he  can 
get  that  information  for  6d.  he  prefers  to 
use  the  telegraph  rather  than  the  telephone. 
The  object  of  allowing  the  telenhones  to  be 
used  in  this  way  was  to  give  additional  xd- 
vantages.  A  person  ought  to  be  able  to  ob- 
tain  the  use  of  the  telephrae  as  cfaeaf^y  as 
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the  telegraph.  I  hope  that  my  honorable 
friend  will  look  into  the  matter,  and  see  if  he 
cannot  alter  a  state  of  things  which  has  al- 
ready continued  too  long. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay).— It  has  been 
stated  on  the  best  authority  that  the  Trea- 
surer has  submitted  to  the  States  Trea- 
surers an  estimate  of  the  revenue  to  be  re- 
ceived by  them  fnxa  the  Coramonvealth 
for  the  current  year.  Seeing  that  this  Bill 
is  not  to  be  treated  formally,  I  wish  to  ask 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  whether  he 
is  in  a  position  to  state  officially  the  prob- 
able amount  of  revenue  for  the  year.  I 
think  that  it  is  caily  fair,  now  that  the  infor- 
mation has  been  given  unofficially,  that  we 
should  know  it  from  the  Treasurer  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  The  right  hon- 
orable gentlepan  will  agree  with  me  that 
we  are  here  as  representatives,  and  the 
sooner  we  know  the  facts  the  better  it  will 
be  for  the  States  Governments.  It  will 
also  enable  Honorable  members  to  make 
their  arrangemeifts  acoordinglv. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden-Mon- 
aro). — On  the  principle  that  honorable  mem- 
bers should  have  their  grievances  redressed 
before  we  grant  supply,  I  also  desire  to  bring 
some  facts  under  the  notice  of  the  Post- 
master-General. In  listening  to  the  speeches 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta 
and  the  hcmorable  member  for  Hume,  I, 
knowing  them  so  well,  could  understand  the 
reasons  which  actuated  them  in  the  remarks 
they  made.  But  there  are  other  people 
who  suffer  under  the  presoit  tel^hone  ar- 
rangements, and  who  appear  to  me  to  have 
quite  as  great  a  grievance  as  the  perscHis 
alluded  to  by  the  honorable  members.  The 
trouble  is  brought  about  by  the  fact  that 
it  has  always  been  held  that  the  Post  Office 
should  be  run  upcm  a  cranmercial  basis,  and 
that  before  the  Department  could  grant  to 
persons  in  an  isolated  portion  of  New  South 
Wales,  or  any  other  State,  the  telephone 
facilities  that  they  asked  for,  there  should 
be  a  guarantee  that  the  revenue  would  be 
sufficient  to  cover  the  expenses.  There  are 
springing  up  in  various  parts  of  the  country 
new  mining  settlements,  as  at  Yambulla 
and  Pericoe,  where  hotels  have  been  erected, 
where  butchers'  and  bakers'  shops  thrive, 
and  where  people  are  building  dwellings. 
The  fields  promise  well,  but,  although  re- 
prated  applications  for  telephone  facilities 
ha\'e  been  made,  the  people  are  told  that 
unless  it  can  be  shown  that  a  telephone 
will  pay  from  a  oxnmercial  stand-point,  or 
unless  they  are  prepared  to  give  a  guarantee 
9gainst  loss,  tiie  work  cannot  be  carried  ofut. 


Mr.  Mahon. — An  election  is  coming  all 
right ! 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  should 
judge  that  that  is  so  when  I  observe  how 
comfortable  the  honorable  member  appears 
to  be.  All  that  I  can  say  is,  that  while  I  have 
no  desire  to  run  the  country  to  the  cost  of 
;^5o,ooo  for  a  general  election,  I  am  just 
as  ready  to  face  the  people  as  is  the  honor- 
able member  who  interjects.  But,  to  make 
the  grievance  under  which  people  in  the 
back-blocks  are  suffering  the  sport  of 
parties,  'is  unworthy  of  us. 

Mr.  Page. — I  nse  to  a  point  of  order. 
Is  the  honorable  member  for  Eden-Monaro 
in  order  in  referring  to  a  general  electim 
when  he  knows  how  it  hurts  the  feelings  of 
hcMiorable  members  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  honor- 
able member  must  know  that  there  is  an  easy 
way  open  to  him  to  prevent  the  feel- 
ings of  honorable  members  being  out- 
raged, and  their  purses  being  emptied 
in  the  manner  suggested.  I  recom- 
mend him  to  take  that  course  if  he 
"feels  bad"  himself.  Apart  from  that 
consideration,  it  is  a  remarkable  circum- 
stance  that  ex-Ministers  who  have  had  op- 
portunities to  remedy  grievances  should 
stand  here  and  voice  the  grievances  of  their 
constituents.  We  have,  for  iiistaix:e,  the 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  complain- 
ing of  an  arrangement,  although  he  him- 
self is  responsible  for  a  good  deal  of  the 
resulting  trouble,  because  it  was  inaugu- 
rated while  he  was  Postmaster-General  in 
New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Na 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  sup- 
pose the  honorable  member  wishes  to 
throw  some  blame  on  the  honorable 
member  for  Macquarie,  who  is  now 
Postmaster-General,  but  who  has  not 
yet  had  time  to  put  his  house  in  order. 
I  will  give  the  Postmaster-General  this 
credit — that  he  has  already  intimated 
through  the  press  that  he  is  prepared  to  re- 
gard  the  matter  of  conferring  telephme 
facilities  from  a  different  stand-pcnnt  from 
that  from  which  it  was  regarded  by  his  pre- 
decessors. I  believe  that  that  is  an  inti- 
mation which  will  cranmend  itself  to  every 
honorable  member.  As  regards  the  Sand- 
ford  matter  and  the  rails  that  have  been 
mentioned,  I  think  it  is  time  that  the  whole 
business  was  cleared  up.  I  have  every  hc^ 
that  swnething  definite  will  be  done.  It 
appears  to  me  lo  be  very  hard  that  a  good 
citizen  like  Mr.  Sandford  should  be  told 
that-  he  mdst  go  to  the  Couit  ' 
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Mr.  Fisher. — To  ascertain  facts  of  the 
case;  that  was  Mr.  Sandford's  suggestion. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  law  of  the  case. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— It  seems 
to   me  that   people  ought   not  to  have 
to    go    to    the    Courts    to  ascertain 
the  facts  of  a  case.      They  go  to  Court 
to   get   justice;   and   we  ought   not  to 
force  good  citizens  like  Mr.  Sandford — who 
has  established  a  very  large  industry,  and 
gives  a  considerable  amount  of  employment 
— to  go  to  Court  if  we  can  possibly  avoid 
it.    We  ought  to  be  anxious  to  give  a  man 
of  his  type  every  possible  encouragement, 
but  instead  of  that  we  appear  to  be  endea- 
vouring to  discourage  him.    In  regard  to 
matters  that  have  been  alluded  to  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Hume,  I  have  not 
much  to  say.    While  I  was  a  member  of 
the  late  Cabinet  we  were  very  happy.  I 
should  not  mind  if  we  were  back  in  office 
a^ain.    I  do  not  think  that  it  is  a  good 
thing  in  our  public  life  th&t  ex-Ministers 
should  bring  before  this  House  the  worries 
and  troubles  that  have  occurred  in  Cabinet. 
If  a  Minister  cnnnot  stand  by  the  acts  of 
his  colleagues  the  best  thing  he  can  do  is 
to  leave  the  Cabinet  and  fight  the  matter 
out  upon  the  floor  of  the  House.   It  is  very 
hard  that  the  people  of  this  country,  espe- 
cially those  resident   in  the  back-blocks, 
should  be  made  the  sport  of  parties — and  to 
a  very  large  extent  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  they  are  now  in  that  position.  I 
hope  that  when  the  present  storm  has  blown 
over  the  Postmaster-General  will  take  into 
consideration  what  has  been  said  with  re- 
gard to  the  telephones.    We  have  lately 
read  something  in  the  newspapers  with  re- 
gard to  the  Pacific  cable.    We  are  informed 
that  it  entails  an  annual  loss  of  something 
like  _;^ioo,ooo  a  year.    Where  cables  are 
concerned,  there  is  no  question  about  work- 
ing them  on  a  commercial  basis.    I  see  that 
the  Secretary  to  the  Postmaster- General  de- 
fends what  has  been  done  in  regard  to  the 
Padfic  cable.   He  saya  that  there  is  a  good 
reason  for  incurring  the  loss  of  j^i  00,000 
a  year.    But  the  Department  declines  to 
lose  ;£io  a  year  in  extending  telephone 
facilities  to  people  in  the  back-blocks  of 
Queensland,  New  South  Wales,  or  Western 
Australia,  and  refuses  them  what  they  ask 
for  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  it  will  pay. 
All   that   I   can   say   is   that  that  mat- 
ter ought  to  be  looked    into  carefully. 
If  the  present  Postmaster-General  would  hut 
derate  half  the  time  to  this  matter  which  he 
devoted  to  watching  me  in  this  House  a 
little  time  back,  we  should  soon  have  an  al- 


teration. I  trust  that  the  honorable  memLers 
for  Maranoa  and  Coolgardie  are  false  pro- 
phets, and  that  there  is  not  going  to  be  an 
election,  and  I  hope  that  when  this  little 
storm  is  over  the  Postmaster-General  will 
look  into  these  matters,  and  will  also  see 
that  the  complaints  I  have  made  are  deah 
with. 

Mr.  BROWN  (Canobolas).~It  is  wry 
amusing  to  hear  ex-Ministers  complaining 
of  the  neglect  of  the  Departments  over 
which  they  have  had  control.    Their  ex- 
perience while  in  office  should  be  of  value 
to  the  House  now  that  they  are  in  the  cool 
shade  of  opposition  for  a  little  time.  Ever 
since  the  Fedeial  authorities  took  over  the 
control  of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment this  has  been  a  stock  grievance.  On 
almost  evesy  application  for  ways  and 
means  this  has  been  the  one  subjea  of 
grievance  under  ccHisideration.    It  is  strange 
that  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  ha\'e  be«i 
in  charge  of  the  Department  were  un^Ie 
while  they  had  ocmtrol  to  lectify  the  griev- 
ances th^  discovered.    Apparently  during 
the  time  they  had  control  of  the  Department 
they  sat  under  them  quite  contented.  I 
welcome  their  assistance  in  debating  the  sub- 
ject from  our  side  of  the  question,  and  I  | 
trust  that  it  will  result  in  the  men  on  the 
land,  and  rjrtiple  in  ihc  country  districts 
generally,  getting  some  little  consideration. 
I  desire  to  ask  the  Treasurer  whether  any  1 
provision  is  made  in  the  measure  before  us  ' 
to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission which  recently  inquired  into  certain 
matters  which  occurred  in  New  Guinea.  If 
such  provision  is  made  in  the  Bill.  I 
should  be  glad  if  the  right  honorable  gen- 
tleman   would    inform    the  Committee 
as  to  what  was  the  cost  of  the  Commission, 
We  should  have  some  information  upon  the 
subject,  and  even  if  the  vote  for  the  Com- 
mission is  not  included  in  this  proposal,  it 
will  be  of  some  interest  and  value  to  the 
community  if  the  right  hcxiorable  gentleman 
will  make  a  statement  of  its  cost 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie).— Before  the 
Bill  passes,  I  hope  the  Ministry  will  be 
able  to  inform  the  House  what  is  proposed 
to  be  done  with  the  classification  scheme 
of  the  Public  Service  Commissioner.  In 
some  cases  the  Public  Service  Commissioner 
has  increased  the  salaries  paid  to  officials, 
has  transferred  others  from  one  grade 
to  another,  and  in  other  cases  re- 
movals are  arranged  for.  I  believe  that 
certain  post-offices  have  also  been  classified 
into  various  grades. '  I  should  like  to  know 
how  soon  the  reoosnmendatioDs  will  be  givea 
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etfect  to,  and  whether  the  Government  pro- 
pose to  give  the  House  an  early  opportunity 
to  discuss  the  classification  scheme.  In 
Western  Australia  the  post-c^ces  have  ail 
been  graded  on  some  plan  of  which  I  have 
never  been  able  to  find  the  principle.  I  do 
not  agree  with  the  grading  there,  and  I 
think  we  should  have  an  early  opportunity 
of  considering  the  whole  matter.  I  hope 
the  Treasurer  will  tell  the  Committee  whe- 
ther it  is  proposed  to  pay  salaries,  where 
there  are  increaises  according  to  the  Cnn- 
missioner's  grading,  from  the  date  on  which 
his  report  was  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House.  I  believe  it  is  the  anticipation  of  a 
large  number  of  public  servants  that  they 
will  receive  the  increases  proposed  from  the 
time  the  report  was  tabled.  I  do  not  wish 
to  say  anything  concerning  the  complaints 
as  to  telephone  and  postal  facilities,  except 
to  ^press  surprise  at  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Eden-Monaro,  who 
was  whip  of  the  Government  which  passed 
the  Post  and  Telegraph  Act,  and  who  ad- 
vocated the  section  of  the  Act  which  com- 
pels the  Postmaster-General  to  consider 
whether  any  new  facilities  a^ed  for  will 
pay  their  way. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  hcmorable  mem- 
ber was  merely  indulging  in  an  exercise  of 
Yes-No. 

Mr.  MAHON. — I  remember  distinctly 
that  the  hoiK>rable  member  for  Parramatta 
did  question  the  wisdom  of  that  provision 
when  the  Bill  was  going  through  Committee, 
but  I  have  no  recollection  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  £den-M<niaro  ever  said  a 
word  against  it.  The  honorable  member  was 
the  Government  whip  at  the  time,  and  did 
his  utmost  to  carry  the  measure  as  submitted 
by  the  Ministry  of  the  day.  It  is  rather 
late  now  for  the  honorable  member  to  cane 
to  this  House  and  complain  of  the  officials 
of  the  Department  for  carrying  out  the  law 
as  they  find  it.  The  honorable  member 
has  noi  been  consistent,  except  in  his  in- 
consistencies, and  possibly  we  may  accept 
his  action  in  this  case  as  being  consistent 
with  what  has  gone  before. 

Mr.  Austin  Cmapuan. — Will  the  hon- 
orable member  tell  us  about  his  threat  about 
the  galvanized  iron,  and  what  he  was  going 
to  do? 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  did  not  catch  what  the 
honorable  member  said ;  but  if  he  requires 
any  information  from  me  I  shall  be  able 
to  give  him  some  about  the  number  of  futile 
and  unreasonable  applicaticHis  which  he  has 
made  to  the  Department  since  he  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Federal  Parliament.  I 


have  some  information  for  the  hoiorable 
member  on  that  subject  whenex'er  he  desires 
it,  and  in  all  friendliness  I  ad\*ise  him  to 
keep  very  quiet  as  to  his  transactions  with 
the  Postal  Department.  I  hone  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  able  to  tell  us  something  about 
the  Public  Service  Coanmissioner's  classifi- 
cation scheme,  the  grading  of  the  public 
servants,  and  also  of  various  post  ofiSces. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina).  ~  I  also 
wish  to  say  a  little  about  telephcmes.  It 
appears  to  me  that  the  cry  for  economic  re- 
form which  was  taken  up  by  the  press  and 
spread  throughout  Australia  paralyzed  ntrt 
only  this  Government,  but  pretsding  Go- 
vernments to  such  an  extent  that  they  have 
attempted  to  go  to  the  other  extreme,  and 
have  done  a  great  deal  to  injure  the  Post 
and  Telegraph  Department,  which,  perhaps 
more  than  any  other  in  the  Commonwealth, 
is  closely  connected  with  our  social  life.  It 
is  impossible  to  say  on  what  grounds  other 
than  those  of  false  economy  this  Department 
can  be  working.     I  haw  one  or  two  in- 
stances to  bring  before  the  Cnnmittee.  In 
one  very  important  centre  of  a  large  wheat- 
growing  district  for  years  past  a  telephone 
line  has  been  asked  for  to  connect  the  two 
towns  of  Daysdale  and  Oaklands,  which  are 
twelve  or  thirteen  miles  apart.     The  honor- 
able gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment very  properly  says  that  there  is  no 
necessity  to  be  at  the  expense  of  erecting 
telegraph  poles  where  the  natural  timber 
as  it  grows  can  be  utilized,  but  honorable 
members  will  be  surprised  to  hear  that  the 
officer  employed  to  prepare  estimates  for 
this  particular  line  suggests  an  expenditure 
of  between  ;^200  and  ^300.     The  people 
are  perfectly  willing  to  erect  the  line  if 
they  can  only  get  the  permission  of  the  De- 
partment to  do  so,  but  Minister  after  Mini- 
ster has  absolutely  refused  to  allow  them  to 
do  this,  except  under  impossible  conditions. 
I  am  not  blaming  one  Minister  more  than 
another,  but  the  policy  of  the  Department. 
All  through  New  South  Wales  post  and 
telegraph  offices  which  have  been  in  charge 
of  efficient  (rfficers  are  being  suddenly  re- 
duced in  status  and  dassed  as  non-<^cial 
(^kes.   The  officer  in  charge  of  a  post  and 
telegraph  office  is  withdrawn,  an  interested 
person  in  the  town  is  put  in  charge  of  the 
telephone,    and    there    is    absolutely  no 
secrecy  for  the  messages  which  a  trader 
or  farmer  or  other  perscMi  may  send.  Take, 
for  instance,  the  town  of  Daysdale.  which 
is  situated  between  Corowa  and  Jerilderie. 
Although  for  very  many  years  its  post  and 
telegraph  office  brought  in  a  large  amount 
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of  revenue,  still  a  considerable  time  ago 
the  Department  determined  that  it  should 
be  placed  in  charge  of  a  non-ofScial  per- 
son. The  whole  district,  by  petition  and 
otherwise,  has  protested  against  this 
action.  I  have  protested  to  the  Minis- 
ters personally,  whom  I  have  also  asked 
by  letter  to  comply  with  the  wishes 
oi  the  residents,  but  the  request 
has  been  absolutely  refused.  It  is  intended 
to  place  the  office  in  this  town  in  charge 
of  a  trader. 

Sir  John  Foriuest. — Is  it  carried  on  at 
a  loss? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— No;  and  I  sent  to 
the  Depf^rtment  a  letter,  intimating  that  the 
rental  of  the  premises  would  be  re- 
duced. The  residents  of  a  place 
meet  the  Department  in  every  way 
they  can  in  order  that  the  post  and  tele- 
graph c^e  should  be  a  paying  concern  : 
but  the  Department  seems  to  have  got  into 
a  groove  from  which  it  cannot  be  induced  to 
depart.  It  is  determined  to  establish  ntxi- 
(^ial  post  and  telegraph  crflice.s  through- 
out the  back  portions  of  the  States.  I 
wish  to  know  why  certadn  advantages 
are  being  enjoyed  by  people  resi- 
dent in  the  cities  at  the  cost  of 
the  people  living  in  the  bank  por- 
tions of  the  States;  for  the  latter  are  being 
charged  with  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue. 
A  telephone,  for  instance,  was  nxjuired  to 
connect  Warmatta  with  Berrigan.  The  re- 
sidents of  Warmatta,  not  acquainted  with 
the  intricacies  of  the  bond  drawn  up  by 
the  Crown  Law  officers,  willingly  bound 
themselves  to  pay  any  deficiency  cm  the 
line.  There  was  an  old-established  post 
office  at  the  place,  and  the  Department  abso- 
lutelv  came  down  ot  those  persons,  and  de- 
manded from  them  the  deficiency  on  the 
working  of  not  only  the  telephone  but  the 
post  office.  These  grievances  have  lieen  re- 
presented to  the  Department  times  without 
number.  It  almost  makes  <H»e  tired  to  go 
to  the  Department ;  it  cannot  Iw  jwrsuaded 
to  move. 

Mr.  Page. — Perhaps  the  Department  is 
tired. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  Department  is 
not  too  tired  to  do  wrong  in  these  matters, 
or  to  apply  to  the  residents  in  the  back  por- 
tions of  the  States  a  different  policy  from 
that  which  they  apply  to  those  who  live  un- 
der more  favoured  conditions  in  tlie  cities  of 
the  States.  Take  again,  the  difference  in  the 
postage;  and  on  this  point  the  Premier  of 
Victoria  and  the  Premiw  of  New  South 
Wales  may  have  something  to  say.  Re- 


venue is  being  lost  to  New  South  Wales, 
and  credited  to  Victoria.    The  postage  per 
half-ounce  is  one  penny  in  Victoria,  aod 
twopence  in  New  South  Wales.  Day  after 
day,  letters  are  sent  from   Melboiune  to 
towns  near  the  border  of  New  South  Wales, 
and  every  unfortunate  addressee,  before  he 
can  receive  his  letter,  has  to  pay  a  defideot 
postage  of  one  penny,  in  additi<xi  to  a  fine 
of  another  penny.    That  grievance  ought  to 
be  redressed  as  rapidly  as  possible.  I 
should  think  that  it  ocwld  be  remedied  bt 
adopting  a  kind  of  aone  system.  Thea. 
again,  take  the  services.    Although  two 
trains  leave  Melbourne  daily  for  Ediuca, 
still  the  mails  for  Moama  and  Daailiquia 
on    the    other    side    of     the  ri^'er. 
are    held    in    the    Echuca    post  office 
imtil     about     half    past     two  o'dock 
next  day.     Under  this  new-bom  regulation, 
although  Moama  and  Deniliquin  are  distant 
only  150  and  200  miles  respectively  ivxa 
Melbourne,  it  takes  three  days  before 
can  get  a  reply  to  a  oommunicaticxi  from 
Melbourne.     Surely  it  does  not  need  a 
heaven-bom  statesman  or  administrator  to 
grapple  with  these  things  quickly,  and  gire 
some  relief  to  the  people  concerned.  ¥^at 
is  the  consequence  to  the  border  towns  ?  The 
legitimate  revenue  of  the  various  post-office 
is  decreasing,  and  the  classification  of  the  offi- 
cers is  being  interfered  with,  simply  because 
persOTS  take  letters  across  the  river  and 
lodge  them  in  Victorian  post-offices,  in  order 
t(i  secure  the  benefit  of  the  pouiy  postage. 
That  is  not  fair  or  just  to  the  border  towns 
of  New  South  Wales,  nor  is  it  econonucal. 
This    Department,    I    claim,  should  not 
be  administered  fran  the  point  of  view  of 
whether  the  revenue  will  defray  the  expen- 
diture.    It  is  intended  to  meet  the  conveni- 
ence of  the  people  of  Australia,  no  matter 
where  they  live.     I  am  quite  sure  that  the 
residents  in  the  cities  are  quite  prepared  to 
bear  any  little  loss  which  may  be  incurred, 
in  order  to  give  the  residents  of  the  bark 
blocks  the  convenience  of  communication, 
whether  by  telegram,  letter,  or  telephone. 
I  sincerely  trust  that  the  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral will  strike  out  a  new  policy,  quite  irre- 
spective of  departmmtal  traditicuis,  and  see 
that  justice  is  meted  out  to  these  people 
without  further  delay. 

Mr.  FULLER  (Illawarra).— I  had  not 
an  opportunity  of  hearing  those  bonorab'r 
members  who  first  discussed  the  question  of 
telephwiic  communication,  but  I  can  tho- 
roughly indorse  the  remarks  made  bv  tb? 
honorable  member  for  Eden-Mcmaro.  and 
later  speakers.     I  was  glad  to  notke  that 
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the  Postmaster-General  bad  not  been  in 
office  very  long  before  he  initiated  a  pro- 
gressive   policy,    and    proposes,    among  , 
other  changes,  to  utilize  the  trees  and 
timber    through    the    various  districts 
where   telephones    are   required    by  the 
residents.     On  different  occasions  1  have 
had  reason  to  complain  of  the  administra- 
tion of  the  post  and  telegraph  office,  more 
particularly  in  connexion  with  telephwiic 
matters.      I  made  a  complaint  once  con- 
cerning the  treatment  of  an  application  for 
telephonic  communication  to  a  place  in  the 
Camden  district,   called  Yerranderie,  at 
which  there  is  now  a  fair-sized  silver  mine, 
employing  a  large  number  of  men.     It  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  prosecution  of 
the    industry    that   quick  communication 
should  be  had  with  the  metropolis.     I  sin- 
cerely  trust  that  the   Postmaster- General 
will  carry  out  his  progressive  policy  in  this 
instance.      Hitherto  the   application  has 
been  blodced  by  reason  of  the  large  expense 
of     erecting    poles,    and    the  requir- 
ing of  a  large  guarantee,  the  order  being 
that  the  line  should  pay  from  the  start. 
Ever  since  the  Federal  Farliameot  first  met 
I  have  repeatedly  brought  bef<we  the  postal 
authorities  proposals  for  the  extension  of 
telephonic   commimication    to  Illawarra, 
which  is  one  of  the  most  important  indus- 
trial districts  in  Australia,  containing  as  it 
does  ten  or  a  dozen  coal  mines  in  active 
work,  swne  large  smelting  works,  and 
harbor  at  Port  Kembia,  where  the  State 
Government  has  spent  thousands  of  pounds 
upon  breakwaters,  and  where  eventually 
about  ;£750,ooo  is  to  be  expended.  But 
when  I  approached  the  first  Federal  Post- 
master-General on  the  subject  I  was  asked 
for  a  cash  guarantee  of  £75^-    Now,  what 
is  everybody's  business  is  nobody's  busi- 
ness, and  people  will  not  put  their  hands 
in  their  pockets  to  pay  these  guarantees, 
although  there  were,  and  still  are,  men  who 
are  readv  to  carry  out  the  work  at  their  own 
expense  if  given  the  opportunity.  The  giving 
of  telephonic  oommunicatitMi  to  a  district 
without  first  requiring  a  guarantee  is  not 
without  precedent  in  New  South  Wales. 
The  telephones  from  Sydney  to  Newcastle 
and  from  Sydney  to  Bathurst  were  erected 
without  expense  to  the  inhabitants  of  either 
of  the  towns  named.    The  Illawarra  .dis- 
trict has  to  compete  with  the  Newcastle 
district  in  the  coal  business,  and_  as  the 
Newcastle  people  were  provided  with  tele- 
phonic facilities  without  guarantee  or  ex- 
pense, I  think  that  the  Illawarra  people 
should  be  similarly  treated.    I  trust  that 


the  Postmaster-General  will,  in  the  inter- 
ests of  an  important  district,  have  it  con- 
nected with  the  metropolis  by  telephme  at 
as  early  a  date  as  is  possible. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa). — I  am  very  sorry 
indeed  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Eden-Monaro  has  so  repeatedly  referred  to 
the  prospccU  of  an  early  dissolutiorL  and  a 
general  election.  I,  for  one,  am  not  desir- 
ous of  anything  of  the  kind. 

Sir  George  Turner. — There  is  no  pro- 
vision in  the  Bill  for  it. 

Mr.  P.\GE. — It  is  certainly  a  very 
strange  thing  for  the  Government  to  be 
asking  for  supply  when  a  motic»i  of  want 
of  confidence  is  before  the  House,  though, 
no  doubt,  the  Minister  has  no  official  know- 
ledge of  the  likelihood  of  a  dissolutim. 


I  wish  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Custcxns  the  follow- 
ing letter  whic^  I  have  received: — 

Chamber  of  Commerce,  Rockliampton, 

sand  September,  1904. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  the  honour,  by  direction,  to  send  you 
a  copy  of  a  resolution  adopted  by  my  chamber 
to-day,  viz.  : — 

"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  cliamber,  the 
impfMition  of  duties  on  market  reports,  cata- 
logues, price  lists,  &c.,  is  inimical  to  the  beit 
interests  uf  triide,  and  a  serious  obstruction  to 
business,  and  the  Government  of  the  Common- 
wealth be  respectfully  asked  to  reconsider  the 
regulation  relating  thereto,  with  a  Tiew  to  its 
immediate  withdrawal." 

In  tr.insniiiting  this  resolution,  I  nm  to  say 
that  the  chamber  find  the  regulation  in  its  opera- 
lion  is  proving  a  serious  obstruction  to  business, 
and  the  resolution  has  been  sent  to  the  Minister 
of  Trade  imd  Customs,  Melbourne.  I  am  also 
directed  to  ask  your  support  towards  securing 
the  withdruwiil  of  this  regulation. 

I  hiive  the  honour  to  be.  Dear  Sir, 

Your  obedient  scnraat, 

(Sgd.)  Tbohas  Pakker, 

Secretary. 

Mr.  R.  Edwards. — I  got  that  matter 
settled  a  fortnight  aga 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  should  like  to  know  fran 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  CustiMns  if  the 
regulation  which  is  complained  of  has  been 
rescinded  ? 

Mr.  McLean. — Circulars  which  are  clearly 
in  the  nature  of  advertisements  are  now  duti- 
able, while  publications  oxiveying  informa- 
tion rf^arding  the  state  of  the  Home 
markets  are  not. 

Mr.  PAGE.— I  am  very  pleased  that  that 
arrangement  has  been  come  to.  Advertising 
matter  no  doubt  should  be  dutiable,  but 
trade  and  market  reports  and  catalogues 
should  be  free;  because  it  is  necnsary  for 
our  people  to  have  tb^  in  order  that  they 
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may  order  what  goods  they  require  itom  the 
old  country.  I  wish,  also,  to  bring  under 
che  notice  of  the  Postmaster-General  the 
differences  between  the  allowaixres  granted  to 
^cers  of  his  Department  who  are  located 
in  western  Queensland.  In  one  office  which 
[  have  in  my  mind,  one  officer  receives  less 
ihan  ^100  a  year,  another  £,160  a  year, 
and  a  third  ;^2oo  a  year,  while  the  post- 
master gets  over  ^£300  and  a  house  to  live 
in. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Are  there  any  offi- 
cial postmasters  in  the  honorable  member's 
electorate  who  receive  only  ^^36  a  year  ? 

Mr.  PAGE. — Na  If  a  man  has  been 
three  years  in  the  service  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  has  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  he  is  entitled,  under  the  Public 
Service  Act,  to  a  salary  of  £110  per  an- 
num. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  know  a  case  in 
which  a  person  who  has  been  seven  years  in 
the  service  is  not  paid  that  salary. 

Mr.  PAGE.— Then  the  right  honorable 
member  is  neglecting  his  duty  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  Western  Australia  in  not  bring- 
ing the  matter  before  the  House.  If  such 
a  state  of  things  existed  in  my  electorate, 
honorable  members  would  have  heard  about 
it  three  or  four  years  ago. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  have  been  trying 
for  two  years  to  get  matters  righted. 

Mr.  PAGE.— The  honorable  member 
ought  to  have  done  something  when  he  was 
in  a  Ministry.  The  system  of  which  I 
complain  affords  another'  illustration  of  the 
proverb  about  greasing  the  fat  sow.  Three 
of  the  four  men  to  whom  I  have  referred 
stay  at  the  same  hotel,  and  pay  25s.  a  week 
each  for  their  board,  although  the  man 
whose  salary  is  less  than  ;^ioo  a  year  re- 
ceives only  j£,ii  a  year  in  allowances, 
while  the  postmaster  is  given  an  allow- 
ance of  ;^3o  a  year.  Then  in  another 
place  in  my  electorate,  the  line  repairer,  who 
is  paid  less  than  anv  other  officer  in  the 
local  office,  has  a  wife  and  four  children, 
and  leceives  an  allowance  of  ;^ir  a  year, 
while  the  postmaster,  who  is  a  single  man, 
receives  an  allowance  of  ;^30  a  year.  What 
fairness  is  there  in  such  an  arrangement? 
The  loaf  of  bread  which  the  poor  man 
buys  costs  him  as  much  as  is  paid  by  the 
man  who  is  getting  a  higher  salary.  I 
do  not  know  on  what  principle  these  allow- 
ances have  been  fixed,  and,  although  I  have 
repeatedly  asked  the  Department  for  an  ex- 
planation, alt  I  can  learn  is  that  they  have 
been  fixed  by  regulation,  and  that  when  a 
man's  pay  is  iiK^eased  his  allowance  will 


be  increased.     But  the  man  who  needs  a 
large  allowance  is  the  man  who  is  receiving 
a  small  salary.     I  should  like  to  give  some 
of  those  who  have  framed  the  regulations 
a  taste  of  their  own  physic.    Let  them  take 
their  wives  and  children  to  the  back-blocks 
of  Queensland^  where  the  only  vegetables 
they  would  see  would  be  those  which  tbev, 
if  very  lucky,  grew  themselves.     Let  them 
experience  all  the  trouble  and  mcHiotony  of 
a  pioneer's  life,  day  after  day,  month  after 
month,  and  year  after  year,  and  see  if  they 
would  then  think  that        a  year  is  enough. 
At  any  rate,  I  do  not  see  the  fairness  of 
giving  one  man  an  allowance  of  ^n,  and 
a  felIow-<^er  an  allowance  of  /iy>.  I 
am  sorry,  so  far  as  the  motion  of  want  of 
confidence  is  concerned,  that  Mr.  Speaker 
cannot  accept  the  suggestion  of  the  Argta, 
and  take  a  secret  ballot  on  it,  instead  of 
a  division  of  the  House.      If  that  were 
done,  there  would  be  an  overwhelming  ma- 
jority against  it.     If  it  is  defeated,  I  in- 
tend to  divide  the  House  on  the  question 
whether  the  monstrous  regulation  to  whidi 
I  have  referred  should  rraiain  unaltered. 
I  hope  that  the  Minister  of  Home  Affairs 
will  bring  this  matter  under  the  notice  of 
the  Public  Service  Cfxnmissioner.      It  is 
of  no  use  for  me  to  go  to  the  Commissioner. 
He  would  ask  me  to  state  a  specific  case, 
and  then  it  would  be  a  case  of  "good-b\e" 
to  the  officer  who  made  the  axnplalnt. 
Political  influence  is  bad  enough,  but  social 
influence  is  worse,  and  many  public  servants 
in  western  Queensland  beli«-e  that  social  in- 
fluence has  brought  about  the  results  whicb 
are  now   the  cause  of  complaint.  At 
many  honorable  members  know,  the  condi- 
tions of  life  up  in  the  Gulf  country  are 
not  of  the  most  attractive  character.    1  he 
temperature  ranges  from  112  to  116  degrees 
in  the  shade  for  the  greater  part  of  four 
or  five  months  in  the  year,  and  the  means 
of  communication  are  very  far  from  perf^ 
At  the  best  of  times  many  people  receive 
only  one  mail  a  week,  and  during  the 
drought  period  they  could  not  rely  upon 
even  a  weekly  service.    The  mail  used  to 
arrive  once  a  fortnight,  or  once  a  month, 
or  even  less  frequently.    Men  who  have  to 
submit  to  such  conditions  are  deserving  of 
some  consideration,  and  the  poorly-paid 
men  are  entitled  to  allowances  on  a  more 
liberal  scale  than  those  granted  to  more 
highly-paid  servants.      I  hope  that  the 
Minister  will  confer  with  the  Commissicmer 
with  a  view  to  framing  regulations  which 
will  be  more  equitable  in  their  operatkxi 
than  those  now  in  force. 


DigttJzed  by  Google 


Supply  [27  Septembek,  X904.]  Bill  {1^0.4^.  4929 
 I  I  


^f^.  FOWLER  (Perth).  —  I  am  con- 
strained to  swell  the  chorus  of  complaints 
with  regard  to  the  mansgement  of  the 
Telephone  Department.  Our  telephone 
nrangem2nts  require  to  be  brought  up-to- 
date.  In  other  countries  telephone  facilities 
are  being  extended  much  more  rapidly  and 
at  mudi  smaller  cost  than  in  our  case. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^We  are  better  off 
than  a  good  manv  people. 

Mr.  FOWLER'.— There  is  plenty  of  room 
for  improvement  in  Western  Australia. 

Mr.  CoNROV. — Is  not  thaY  the  fault  of 
the  Act  ? 

Mr.  FOWLER.— No.  I  belie\-e  that  the 
administration  is  at  fault,  and  I  shall  en- 
deavour to  show  honorable  mwnbers  that 
the  regulations  are  sometimes  of  an  unduly 
rigid  character.  In  my  electorate  there  is 
a  town  which  has  sprung  into  e^stence 
within  the  last  few  years,  and  is  rapidly  be- 
coming an  important  business  centre.  About 
two  miles  away  there  is  an  older  settlement, 
a  quiet  little  village,  to  which  telephone 
ooinmunicatiffli  was  extended  in  the  good 
old  days  when  money  was  abundant,  and 
faithful  electors  were  rewarded  for  their 
services  by  an  obliging  Administration. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  do  not  think  that 
was  done. 

Mr.  FOWLER.— I  do  not  think  thai  I 
am  overstating  the  case.  The  residents  in 
the  smaller  town  possess  all  the  advantages 
conferred  by  a  telephonci  c^Hce,  whilst  the 
inhabitants  of  the  larger  and  much  more 
important  centre  are  compelled  to  pay  double 
rates  because  it  is  less  than  thrtib  imles  dis- 
tant from  the  older  settlement  I  believe 
that  there  is  an  absolutely  rigid  rule  in  the 
Department  that  no  telephone  office  shall  be 
■established  within  less  than  three  miles 
of  an  existing  office.  I  wish  to 
protest  against  any  rule  of  this 
kind.  The  Department  which  relies  upon 
such  a  rule  amfesses  its  inability  to  deal 
with  every  case  on  its  merits.  Local  con- 
ditions should  be  taken  into  account.  The 
honorable  membn  iox  Maranoa  referred  to 
the  question  of  allowances  under  the  classi- 
ficaticHi  scheme  of  the  Public  Swvice  Com- 
missioner. I  quite  agree  with  his  remarks. 
I  would  point  out,  further,  that  in  Western 
Australia  the  Public  Service  Commissioner 
and  his  inspectors  have  totally  ignored  the 
local  conditions.  The  scale  of  pavments  to 
public  servants  in  Western  Australia  is  upon 
T>racticallv  the  same  basis  as  that  adopted 
in  the  other  States.  In  some  resoects,  per- 
haps, the  Western  Australian  public  servants 
are  worse  off  in  the  matter  of  actual  salary. 


and  when  local  conditions  are  taken  into  ac- 
count they  are  undoubtedly  placed  at  a 
great  disadvantage.  Even  under  the  most 
favorable  conditions  —  such  as  obtain  in 
the  coastal  settlements — the  cost  of  living  is 
at  least  25  per  cent,  higher  than  in  the 
centres  of  populaticm  in  the  eastern  States. 
That  is  a  matter  which  should  receive  con- 
sideration at  the  hands  of  the  Ccxnmissifxier. 
1  hope  that  if  the  Government  survive  the 
present  crisis  they  will  afford  honorable 
members  an  early  opportunity  to  criticise  the 
proposals  of  the  Commissioier,  which  require 
to  be  very  closely  examined.  The  officers 
of  the  various  Departments  are  precluded 
from  offering  criticisms,  but  I  have  received 
a  formidable  number  of  complaints,  which, 
for  the  most  part,  seem  to  be  reascmahle, 
and  I  hope  that  an  opportunity  will  be 
given  for  their  further  considerati<»i. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  (Lang).— I  am  glad  that 
this  discussi(Mi  has  taken  place  upon  the 
questicm  of  the  establishment  of  teleptumic 
communication,  even  though  it  may,  to  some 
extent,  anticipate  debate  upon  a  motion  deal- 
ing with  the  same  subject,  which  I  had 
placed  upcm  the  business-paper.  I  have 
frequently  had  occasicm  to  draw  attention  to 
the  need  which  exists  for  providing  tele- 
phcmic  facilities  in  my  own  electorate,  and 
ever  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  this 
Parliament  I  have  been  endeavournsr  to 
secure  the  establishment  of  a  telephcme  office 
at  a  place  called  Miranda.  As  evidencing 
the  difficulties  which  are  placed  in  the  way 
of  reasonable  telephcHiic  extension,  I  miv 
mention  that  Miranda  is  distant  from 
Sydney  only  about  thirteen  miles.  Under 
the  existing  system,  city  and  suburban 
rates  are  charged  within  a  radius  of 
ten  miles  of  the  metropolis.  Beyond  that  dis- 
tance a  special  charge  is  levied.  In  some 
instances,  however,  the  ten-miles  limit  is 
exceeded  without  any  extra  charge  being 
imposed.  I  know  of  one  line  which  ex- 
tends twelve  and  a  half  miles  ftcm  Sydney, 
and  upon  which  the  citv  and  suburtutn  rates 
are  charged.  In  the  case  of  Miranda,  an 
additional  half-mile  only  would  require  to 
be  covered.  I  obtained  a  guarantee  of 
twenty  subscribers  from  residents  in  the 
vicinity,  provided  that  they  could  obtain  tele- 
phonic communication  at  the  city  and  sub- 
urban rates.  Although  the  local  post-office 
is  situated  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of 
a  private  telephone  wire,  I  have  been  unable 
to  obtain  that  brief  extension  during  the 
whole  time  that  I  haw  occupied  a  seat  in 
this  House.  Unfortunately,  it  has  been 
customary  for  previous  Postmasters-General 
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to  rely  too  much  upon  the  reports  of  the 
departmental  officers  without  taking  the 
trouble  to  personally  investigate  individual 
applications,  and  to  deal  with  them  upon 
their  merits.  The  trouble  with  depart- 
mental officers  is  that,  whenever  they  are 
allied  upcxi  for  reports,  they  base 
their  estimates  upon  the  most  elaborate 
schemes  imaginable.  I  am  glad  that 
in  the  present  Postmaster-General,  we 
have  a  practical  man  of  keen  common  sense 
and  business  ability,  who  is  prepared  to  dis- 
regard these  elaborate  reports,  and  to  so 
utilize  existing  facilities  as  to  provide  cheap 
telephonic  communication  wherever  it  is  pos- 
sible to  do  so.  In  the  case  of  Miranda,  not- 
withstanding that  I  had  obtained  a  guaran- 
tee of  twenty  subscribers,  upon  the  basis  of 
the  city  and  suburban  rates,  the  depart- 
mental officer  reported,  as  the  result  of  his 
investigation,  that  there  vould  not  be  half- 
a-dozen  calls  a  week  there,  although  the 
locality  is  thickly  populated.  When  I  tefl 
honorable  members  that  it  is  a  place 
which  is  visited  by  hundreds  of  people 
every  week,  upon  the  very  face  of  it  his 
report  is  absurd.  I  trust  that  when  the 
Estimates-in -Chief  are  under  ccmsideration, 
provision  will  be  made  for  telephonic  ex- 
tension, and  for  giving  effect  to  a  cheaper 
system  than  that  which  has  been  hitherto 
adopted. 

Mr.  DAVID  THOMSON  (Capricomia). 
— I  have  received  a  resolutim  from  the 
Rockhampton  Chamber  of  Commerce,  simi- 
lar to  that  to  which  the  honorable  member 
for  Maranoa  has  directed  attention.  It 
reads — 

That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Chamber  the  im- 
position of  duties  on  market  reports,  CBtalogues, 
price  lists,  &c.,  is  inimical  to  the  best  interests 
of  trade,  and  a  serious  obstruction  to  business, 
and  the  Governmeat  of  the  Commonwealth  should 
be  respectfully  asked  to  reconsider  the  regulation 
relating  thereto,  with  a  view  to  its  immediate 
withdrawal. 

In  my  opinion  it  is  absolutely  monstrous 
that  any  tax  whatever  should  be  imposed 
upon  market  reports  and  catalogues,  which 
are  intended  to  encourage  trade  in  the  coun- 
try. I  would  urge  the  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Customs  to  withdraw  the  particular  re- 
gulation dealing  with  these  publications. 

Mr.  CULPIN  (Brisbane).— I  desire  to 
direct  attention  to  what  I  conceive  to  be  a 
gross  injustice,  resulting  from  the  stringent 
manner  in  which  the  regulations  of  the 
Postal  Department  are  administered.  At 
Paddington,  Brisbane,  a  telegraph  employ^ 
was  entitled  to  six  months*  leave  of  absence 
(Ml  full  pay.    This  leave  was  granted  to 


him ;  but,  owing  to  departmental  require-  ' 
ments,  he  continued  to  discharge  his  duties, 
and  in  the  interim  was  attacked  with  an  ill- 
ness to  which  he  succumbed.  His  widow, 
very  naturally,  applied  to  the  Department 
for  the  salary  represented  by  his  six  months' 
leave  of  absence.  The  Department,  how* 
ever,  in  its  iron-bound  way,  replied,  "Oh 
he  is  not  now  a  member  of  the  service,  and 
we  cannot  help  you."  I  claim  that  it  will 
be  an  outrage  if  nothing  is  done  for  this 
poor  'woman. 

Mr.  SKENE  (Grampians). — It  seems  to 
me  a  matter  of  regret  that  the  Postmaster- 
General  has  not  been  Icxiger  in  office,  so  that 
we  might  criticise  him  more  severely  in  re- 
spect to  many  of  these  matters.  It  is  a  re- 
markable thing  that,  wbene\'er  a  Govern- 
ment attempts  to  conduct  its  Depaitmenti 
upon  commercial  lines,  it  does  so  in  the 
most  cast-iron  fasbioL  It  seeks  to  make 
an  absdute  pzofit  upon  everything,  where- 
as, whenever  a  bunness  honse  wisites  to 
expand  its  (^rations,  it  is  usually  con- 
tent for  a  time  to  sustain  a  loss. 
I  have  even  heard  of  a  business  in  Mel- 
bourne, in  whidi  ;^i,ooo  per  annum  was 
lost  in  one  department,  but  made  up  in 
another  department ;  and  in  departing  from 
more  elastic  methods  of  this  descrip- 
tion, officers  under  Govemment  control 
make  a  very  great  mistake:  The  justifica- 
tion for  Govemment  management  is  the 
opportunity  it  presents  to  de^op  the 
country.  Ctxiveniences  given  to  people 
in  country  districts  haw  the  effect  nf 
gathering  populatitxi ;  and  in  some  of  the 
later  discovered  wheat  areas  of  Victoria,  I 
know,  frcHn  my  own  experience,  that  there 
is  a  ccmsiderable  trouble  in  (Staining  pro- 
per postal  facilities.  I  frequmtly  hare 
applications  made  to  me  in  this  regard,  but 
the  conditions  are  so  strict  and  Strang  that, 
in  some  cases,  the  people  cannot  understand 
them.  In  many  cases  there  may  be  appli- 
cations from  places  which  are  not  likely  to 
extend,  but  wherever  there  seems  to  be  a 
likelihood  of  growth,  the  system  of  guaran- 
tees might  be  dcme  away  with.  Sums  of 
to  j£20  seem  somewhat  large  to  \*ery  small 
collections  of  people,  but  amount  to 
,  little  in  the  working  of  a  big  de- 
'  partment ;  and  if  a  great  undertak- 
I  ing  pays  on  Che  whole,  it  ought  not  to 
*  be  expected  to  pay  in  every  little  detail-  I 
merely  voice  the  opinions  expr^sed  around 
me  in  this  regard ;  and  I  knew  that  the  pre- 
sent conditions,  if  they  are  not  arousing 
great  dissatisfaction,  are  regarded  by  the 
people  as  pin  pricks,  resulting  from  a  penny- 
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wise  and  pound-foolish  method  of  business. 
Most  of  these  matters  we  know  will  right 
themselves ;  big  rivers  are  made  up  by  little 
ri\ialets,  and  we  cannot  expect  a  postal  sys- 
tem in  small  outlying  places  to  pay  from 
the  outset.  But  if,  as  I  say,  the  whole  sys- 
tem pays,  we  might  very  well  be  liberal  to 
people  who  livei  far  out  in  the  country. 
That  is  the  spirit  in  which  the  Post 
OflSce  should  be  administered;  we 
should  not  wait  until  there  is  sufficient 
population  to  make  a  service  pay.  People 
could,  under  such  conditicxis,  see  to  the 
mail  service  for  themselves.  In  my  own 
young  days  I  have  had  to  carry  the  mails 
from  station  to  station.  I  hope,  however, 
we  have  got  beyond  those  primitive  condi- 
tions. Only  to-day  a  case  was  brought 
under  my  notice  in  whidi  people  in  an  out- 
lying district  are  asked  for  a  guarantee  of 
^20,  and  there  are  many  sinular  instances. 
I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  Postmaster- 
General  is  prepared  to  take  a  liberal  view 
of  the  matter,  and  if  he  does  so  he  will 
give  great  satisfaction  to  the  people  of  the 
C(Mitinent. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne).— I  desire 
to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Treasurer 
the  fact  that,  in  answer  to  a  deputation  a 
short  time  ago,  a  distinct  promise  was  given 
by  the  Premier  of  Victoria,  and  by  the 
Prime  Minister,  that  overtime  would  be 
abolished  in  tiie  Government  Printing  Office. 
I  understand  that,  so  far  as  the  State  Go- 
vernment are  cmicemed,  overtime  has  been 
stopped,  but  that  under  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment men  are  working  twelve  and  four- 
teen hours  a  day.  In  view  of  the  dearth 
of  employment  amongst  cwnpositors,  whose 
calling  has  almost  been  removed  from  the 
category  of  tiades,  owing  to  the  inventicm 
of  the  linotype,  such  a  system  is  all  the 
more  unjustifiable.  I  ask  the  Treasurer 
to,  as  far  as  possible,  see  that  no  over- 
time is  worked,  at  all  events  in  Victoria, 
where  the  register  of  the  Government  Labour 
Bureau  shows  that  many  people  are  in  want 
of  employment.  I  should  like  to  take  an 
early  opportunity  to  say  that,  when  the 
Milit.iry  Estimates  are  under  consideration, 
I  shall  give  my  vote  few  such  an  increase 
of  expenditure  as  will  make  the  coal  re- 
wurces  of  the  sister  State  of  New  South 
Wales  absolutely  secure.  In  military 
matters,  when  nation  fights  nation,  coal  is 
almost  more  valuable  than  powder  and 
shot.  We  know  how  helpless  Australia 
would  be  if  our  coal  resources  ever  got  into 
the  hands  of  an  enemy,  and  with  the 
"  yellow  peril  " — that  terrible  evil  which 


threatens  Australia  more  than  it  can  any 
European  country — we  ought  to  take 
early  steps  in  order  to  make  ourselves  secure 
in  this  regard.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that,  in 
the  Postal  Department,  one  of  the  most  in- 
famous systems  of  sweating  was  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  House,  but,  thanks 
to  the  late  Postmaster-General,  the  sub- 
letting of  contracts  has,  I  believe,  been  per- 
manently stopped  In  order  that  there  may 
be  no  dbubt  about  the  matter,  I  trust  the 
Treasurer  will  represent  to  his  colleague, 
the  Postmaster-General,  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  the  men  who  do  the  work  of 
carrying  the  mails  of  Australia  shall  be  ade- 
quately paid,  and  not  robbed,  as  they  have 
been  in  too  many  cases  in  the  past.  In  the 
case  of  the  mail  from  Varra  Glen  to 
Torlangi,  tht  pittance  which  was  oifered  to 
the  ccmtractor  was  an  insult  to  an  intelli- 
gent man.  As  to  the  telephones,  I  do  not 
think  the  expressions  used  by  honorable 
members  can  fail  to  influence  the  Postmas- 
ter-General in  making  some  change  in  the 
management.  With  a  nationalized  system 
of  telephones,  such  large  sums  ought  not  to 
be  demanded.  In  Sweden  and  Norway 
telephcmes  of  the  highest  type  are  supplied 
at  a  cost  immeasurably  less  than  that 
charged  in  any  of  the  AustraHan  capitals. 
Another  ground  of  complaint  worthy  of  at- 
tention is  that  the  cheers  who  look  after 
the  ccMnpilaticm  of  the  rolls — and  this  may 
be  most  interesting  to  us  all  in  a  few  short 
weeks — are  at  the  beck  and  call  of  the!/ 
superiors  in  the  Postal  Department.  An 
crfficer  may  be  in  the  midst  of  the  work  of 
making  up  a  roll,  and  yet  he  may  be  trans- 
ferred to  another  place;  and  I  have  heard 
of  a  case  in  which  such  an  officer,  who,  I 
may  say,  is  unknown  to  me  personally, 
was  shifted  without  rhyme  or  reason  bv 
a  superior  official,  who,  I  am  credibly  in- 
formed, has  an  animus  against  myself. 
In  this  case  wrong  information  was  given 
in  three  separate  instances — as,  for  in- 
stance, the  .  date  the  officer  left— but  I 
do  not  desire  to  refer  further  to  the  matter 
or  to  get  any  one  into  trouble.  I  do  not 
know  what  may  be  taking  place  in  the 
other  States^  but  I  know  thab  in  Victoria 
officers  engaged  in  compiling  the  rolls  mav, 
at  the  behest  of  a  superior  officer  in  the 
Department,  be  compelled  to  leave  the  work 
half  finished.  I  need  say  no  more,  because 
I  believe  the  Minister  is  devoting  some  at- 
tention to  this  matter,  and  I  hope  that  the 
result  will  prove  more  beneficial  in  the  mat- 
ter of  the  rolls  than  has  the  administratum 
in  the  past. 

Digttjzed  by  Google 


4932  Sufply         [REPRESENTATIVES.]      BiU  {No.  4). 


Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir).— I  do  not 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  merely  re-echoing 
the  sentimenis  which  have  been  given  ex- 
pression to  by  various  country  representa- 
tives in  connexion  with  the  troubles  of  the 
people  who  have  to  eke  out  an  existence 
on  the  arid  lands  of  a  large  portion  of 
the  Commonwealth.  Unless  we  give  some 
postal  conveniences  to  people  iwho  are 
building  up  this  country  for  those  who  are 
to  follow— unless  we, '  in  the  initiatory 
stages,  give  them  some  encouragement,  so 
that  they  mav  successfully  settle  on  the 
soil — we  shall  be  lacking  in  our  duty  to 
those  who  are  engaged  in  this  valuable  work. 
The  postal,  telegraphic,  and  telephonic  sys- 
tem is  practically  the  ner\-e  centre  of  our 
commercial  and  social  life ;  there  is  no 
doubt  it  has  more  to  do  with  4>nnging  men 
togethei  in  all  the  affairs  of  life 
than  has  any  other  convenience,  either 
of  the  State  or  of  the  Commonwealth. 
And  because  so  much  depends  upon  the  ex- 
pedition with  which  this  service  is 
rendered,  consideration  should  be  given  to 
the  people  who  live  in  the  country  districts. 
As  to  the  system  which  the  Postmaster- 
General  now  proposes  to  extend,  T  have  very 
grave  doubts  whether  his  idea  will  be  suc- 
cessful in  practice.  I  fear  that  the  life 
of  the  wires  would  be  very  much  shortened 
by  bush  fires  and  other  destructive  agencies 
which  prevail  in  the  country'  districts  if 
they  were  put  upon  trees  through  the  bush. 
Apart  from  that  consideration,  it  is  abso- 
lutely essential  that  the  regulations  which 
appertain  to  the  extension  of  telephoies  in 
the  sparsely -populated  portions  of  Austra- 
lia should  be  liberalized.  But  it  is  gener- 
ally known  that  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man who  at  present  occupies  the 
crfiice  of  Treasurer  insists  upon  con- 
dtKting  affairs  of  this  kind  on 
a  strictly  financial  basis.  I  do  not 
blame  him  altogether.  But  still,  it  is  idle 
to  talk  of  liberalizing  the  telephone  system 
while  we  have  at  the  Treasury,  a  gentleman 
who  is  well  known  to  be  so  tight  fisted. 
Whilst  his  policy  may  be  beneficially  ap- 
plied to  most  of  the  services  of 
the  Commonwealth,  there  are  cases  such 
as  that  with  which  we  are  now  dealing  to 
which  reasonable  consideration  should  be 
applied,  having  in  view  the  fact 
that  the  extension  of  facilities  would  benefit 
not  only  the  people  concerned,  but  also,  in- 
directly, the  Commonwealth  as  a  whole. 
The  present  system  of  administration  has 
surprised  people  in  the  country  districts. 
Bef(»e  the  establishment  of  the  Contnon- 


wealth,  they  had  not  the  same  difficuliv  in 
obtaining  consideration  to  their  requests, 
simply  because  the  people  who  administered 
the  law  in  the  States  understood  the  d-ffi- 
culties,  and  knew  the  advantages  that  wouK! 
accrue  to  the  State  from  a  liberal  adminis- 
tration. It  has  been  stated  that  in  other 
countries  the  telephone  ser^-ice  has  hetm 
cheapened.  That  is  a  fact.  No  one  can 
deny  that  in  England,  in  Germany,  and  in 
Sweden,  the  people  get  cheaper  telephonic 
communication  than  we  have  in  Austraiia. 
But  the  reason  for  that  has  not  been  given. 
It  has  been  found,  from  experience,  lii:! 
the  system  which  prevails  in  Australia  to- 
day is  not  a  sound  one.  In  the  countries  \ 
have  mentioned,  what  is  called  the  toll 
system  has  been  inaugurated.  A  person 
having  a  telephone  is  allowed  to  make  so 
many  calls  per  annum  at  a  given  price,  but 
for  every  call  over  and  above  the  specified 
number  a  toll  is  chai:ged,  equivalent,  «e 
will  say,  to  a  pouiy  for  each  call.  By  that 
means,  those  who  use  the  telephone  veiy 
largely  are  made  to  pay  for  the  use  which 
they  get  fr(Mn  the  instrument,  and  the  autho- 
rities are  thereby  enabled  to  grant  conces- 
sions to  those  who  do  not  require  to  use  the 
instrument  to  such  an  extent.  At  tlie 
present  time.  I  am  authoritatively  in- 
formed, a  great  expenditure  is  necessi- 
tated by  the  large  number  of  frivolous 
messages  that  are  passed  along  the  tele- 
phone wires  by  gossiping  persons — eitlier 
men  or  women — who  happen  to  hare  tele- 
phones on  their  premises,  which  they  use 
for  the  purpose  of  arranging  visits,  sending 
invitations,  and  chatting  with  their  friead& 
Under  the  toll  system,  such  persons  would 
get  the  full  value  for  their  money  ;  but  for 
every  message  that  they  sent  along  the 
wires,  over  and  above  the  specified  num- 
ber, they  would  be  required  to  make  a 
payment  at  a  very  low  toll.  By  the  adop- 
tion of  that  system,  a  great  deal  of  the  time 
of  the  switch  operators  that  is  now  occu- 
pied in  attending  to  persms  who  desire  to 
send  frivolous  messages  would  be  saved. 
At  the  present  time  we  have  Mrs.  Jones 
sending  a  telephone  message  to  Mrs.  Kil- 
patrick,  who  lives  in  the  same  street,  telling 
her  that  her  daughter  is  coming  along  by- 
and-by.  Messages  of  that  kind  increase 
the  cost  of  administration  by  reason  of  the 
time  of  the  switch  attendants  being  taken 
up,  and  inconvenience  persons  who  desire 
to  use  the  telephone  for  what  may  be  re< 
garded  as  more  useful  purposes.  The 
present  system  prevents  the  use  of  the 
telephone  expeditiously  by  business  people 
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for  business  purposes.  I  am  per- 
fectly well  aware  that  a  system  such  as  I 
recommend  wouid  not  be  viewed  with 
favour  by  the  large  business  houses,  but 
it  must  be  remembered  that  every  message 
that  a  business  man  sends  across  the  tele- 
phone pn^ably  saves  bim  what  he  would 
otherwise  have  to  spend  upon  a  telegram  sent 
at  the  price  stipulated  by  the  regulati(His. 
When  they  get  the  telephone  they  cwi- 
sider  they  are  entitled  to  unlimited  use  of 
it  at  a  minimum  of  cost.  I  say  that  the 
same  principle  should  be  applied  by  the 
Department;  there  should  be  a  liberal 
concession  with  regard  to  the  number  of 
messages  which  might  be  sent  for  a  given 
sum,  but  for  all  above  that  number  a  toll 
should  be  imposed,  if  it  is  to  be  possible  for 
us  to  give  effect  to  the  desire  expressed  by 
honorable  members  who  have  already  spoken 
to  extend  to  the  people  in  remote  parts  of 
the  0>mm(»wealth  these  convoiiences  of 
civilization.  The  honorable  members  for 
Hume  and  Riverina  have  spoken  of 
the  irritation  arising  under  the  penny 
postage  system  existing  in  Victorig.  in 
connexion  '  with  letters  transmitted  to 
people  just  over  the  border.  I  see  no 
immediate  remedy  for  that.  I  think  that 
of  all  the  Departments  of  the  State  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  is  the  one 
that  should  ik^  be  run  on  a  commercial 
basis.  It  should  be  administered  on  a 
practical  business-like  basis,  due  regard  be- 
ing paid  to  the  service  which  is  to  be  rend- 
ered to  the  people.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
time  is  not  far  distant  when  we  should 
adopt  an  Inter-State  penny  postage  system. 
That  will  be  the  cmly  cure  for  the  dis- 
abilities existing  as  between  Victoria  and 
the  other  States. 

Mr.  Page. — Where  are  we  going  to  raise 
the  revenue  from? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  —  That  is  a  question 
whidi  I  did  not  expect  my  honorable  friend 
to  trouble  about.  I  have  no  dcHibt  that 
the  Treasurer  will  provide  the  nxmey  if  hwi- 
orable  members  will  pass  the  necessary  mea- 
sure to  give  effect  to  Inter-State  peimy  post- 
age. I  think  that  this  is  a  cwicession 
which  might  well  be  expected  from  the  Com- 
mmwealth  Government  in  addition  to 
cheaper  telephonic  communication.  I  am 
aware  that  the  adoption  of  such  a  sys- 
tem would  result  in  a  loss  of  revenue 
if  the  matter  is  considered  from  the 
point  of  view  of  s.  d.  But  if  consi- 
dered from  the  stand-point  of  the  settle- 
ment of  pet^le  upon  the  land,  and  the 
providing  of  facilities  which  will  tend  to 


buUd  up  the  great  Commonwealth  we  all 
desire  to  see  established,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  adoption  of  such  a  system 
would  result  in  distinct  advantage.  The 
Prime  Minister  who  met  this  Parliament, 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  succeeded 
him,  and,  I  believe,  also  the  present  Prime 
Minister,  are  agreed  that  the  States  Go- 
vernments should  bring  in  some  kind  of 
land  legislation  which  would  better  attain 
the  settlement  of  the  people  on  the  land 
than  past  legislation  has  done.  I  direct 
the  attention  of  the  present  Prime  Minister 
to  the  fact  that  a  new  Government  has 
recently  assumed  oflice  in  N,ew  South 
Wales,  and  since  they  are  anxious  to  bring 
about  reform  and  an  amendment  of  the 
law,  we  might  advantageously  make  an 
appeal  to  them  in  the  interests  of  closer 
settlement  and  the  populating  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. I  therefore  ask  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  to  enter  into  cor- 
respondence with  the  Premier  of  New 
South  Wales,  asking  him  to  induce  His 
land  Minister  to  adopt  a  rational  progres- 
sive system  in  place  of  the  retrogressive 
system  he  has  formulated  and  placed 
before  the  people  of  that  State.  If 
the  system  at  present  proposed  by  the 
Government  of  New  South  Wales  is  car- 
ried out  ■  all  our  talk  on  this  subject  will 
be  of  no  avail.  I  hope  that  the  present 
Postmaster-General,  of  whom  so  much  is 
expected,  will  take  into  consideration  the 
whole  question  of  telephonic  communica- 
tion. I  hope  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
will  consider  the  report  which  has  been 
formulated  by  a  conference  of  the  officers 
of  his  Department,  indicating  a  proper  com- 
mercial method  of  administering  the  tele- 
phone service.  I  do  not  desire  now  to 
delay  hcHiorable  members  by  making  quo- 
tations from  the  report,  but  at  tome 
later  period  I  shall  go  into  the  matter 
m6re  fully,  believing,  as  I  do,  that  what 
is  suggested  would  be  the  means  of  reliev- 
ing the  Minister  of  numerous  applications 
which  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  grant, 
and  also  of  relieving  honorable  members 
generally  of  persistent  applications  by  con- 
stituents to  secure  telegraphic  and  tele- 
phonic extensions. 

Mr.  WILKINSON  (Moreton).— I  have 
no  desire  to  delay  the  passage  of  the  mo- 
tion, but  there  are  one  or  two  little  matters 
to  which  I  should  like  to  direct  attention. 
I  do  not  thinV  that  this  is  ather  the  time 
or  the  place  in  whidi  to  ventilate  individual 
grievances.  I  suppose  that  almost  every 
member  of  the  Committee  could  refer  to  a 
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number  of  such  grievances,  but  I  hax-e  al- 
ways found  Ministers  and  the  Public  Ser- 
vice Commissioner  also  ready  to  listen  to 
matters  of  that  kind,  and  the  departmental 
offices  are  the  places  in  which  to  ventilate 
such  matters,  unless  they  affect  large  bodies 
of  men,  when  I  think  an  honorable  mem- 
ber is  justified  in  directing  the  attention  of 
the  House  as  well  as  of  the  Minister  to 
them.  I  must  pay  my  tribute  of  com- 
mendation to  what  I  think  is  a  step  in  the 
right  direction,  taken  by  the  hmorable 
gei^.tleman  now  at  the  head  of  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department,  in  making  a  legi- 
timate endeavour  to  cheapen  the  means  of 
communication  in  the  country  districts  by 
a  modern  system.  I  sometimes  think  that 
we  attach  too  much   importance    to  the 

s.  d.  aspect  of  the  question,  and  lose 
sight  of  the  indirect  advantages  to  be  gained 
by  making  life  in  the  country  districts  more 
attractive.  It  has  become  customary  for 
politicians  to  speak  of  "  settling  people 
on  the  land,"  but  <Hte  of  the  effects 
of  the  policy  which  has  obtained  in 
nearly  all  of  the  States  in  the  past  has 
been  to  settle  people  in  the  land.  Those 
who  have,  in  the  first  instance,  gone  out 
into  the  country  districts  to  develop  them 
have  worked  themselves  to  death,  with  but 
very  little  return  for  their  labouL.  It  is 
the  people  who  come  after  them  who  reap 
the  benefits  of  their  pioneering  efforts. 
Although  there  may  be  some  little  direct 
loss  on  the  working  of  the  great  Depart- 
ments which  tend  to  make  the  conditions 
of  life  in  the  country  better,  there  is  an 
indirect  gain  which  more  than  counter- 
balances that  loss.  If  we  make  the  con- 
ditions of  life  of  people  who  go  inb)  isolated 
and  remote  districts  better  and  more  ccxn- 
fortable  than  they  have  been  made  in  the 
past,  there  will  be  inducements  to  the  ris- 
ing generation  to  go  into  those  districts, 
and  we  shall  not  find  so  many  of  them 
desiring  to  secure  appointments  in  the  Rail- 
way Department,  the  Police  Force,  and  the 
other  public  Departments.  I  suppose  that 
one  of  the  greatest  hardships  of  a  member 
of  the  Commonwealth,  or  of  a  State  Par- 
liament, is  to  have  to  deal  with  the  number 
of  applications  which  are  made  to  him  to 
secure  employment  for  some  person  in  the 
State  or  Commonwealth  Departments.  The 
reverse  of  that  should  be  the  case. 
The  greater  attraction  should  be  in 
the  direction  of  country  occupation. 
The  rule  that  applies  in  business  should 
be  applied  in  dealing  with  this  matter. 
If  a  man  has  a  small  business,  and  a  mono- 
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poly  of  a  certain  line,  he  may  demand  what 
profit  he  likes,  but  if  he  wishes  to  build  up 
a  business  with  a  large  number  of  customers,  | 
he  will  be  guided  by  the  old  adage,  of  "  small 
profits  and  quick  returns."  Once  the  spirit 
of  travelling  is  induced,  perscxis  who  other- 
wise would  not  travel,  will  be  tempted  to  1 
make  many  journeys.  Introduce  a  coun- 
try youth  or  maiden  to  the  attractions  of 
MelbcHime  or  swne  other  city,  and  the  viut 
will  be  repeated.  If  conveniences  for  the 
people  are  provided,  and  they  are  accus-  I 
tmned  to  the  use  of  them,  they  will  com-  I 
mand  an  increasing  number  of  patrons.  And 
so  I  think  it  will  be  with  the  telephwie  sys- 
tem. The  Postmaster-General  is  consider-  , 
ing  a  very  wise  proposal,  namely,  to  wa-  \ 
nect  various  centres  b^  cheap  lines  with  le- 
mole  districts.  When  an  application  is 
made  for  telephonic  or  telegraphic  oommu* 
nication  fnxn  a  centre  to  an  outlying  dis-  | 
trict,  a  guarantee  is  asked  from  those  per- 
sons who  reside  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  proposed  omvenimce, 
although  thev  are  not  the  only  per-  . 
sons  who  will  benefit  from  its  e^ab-  I 
lishment  Supposing  that,  on  its  own 
application,  Roma,  say,  situated  at  a  dis- 
tance of  300  miles  to  the  westward,  is  ctxi- 
nected  with  Brisbane ;  it  is  not  Roma  alcne  | 
which  ben^ts  from  the  coimexion,  because 
Brisbane  also  benefits.  Yet  a  guarantee  is 
asked  frcxn  an\y  the  persons  who  are  located 
immediately  round  the  centre  from  whidi 
the  application  is  received.  Railway  con- 
municatim  with  a  country  cKstrurt  benefits 
not  only  that  country  district,  hot  also 
the  terminus  with  whidi  it  has  been  con- 
nected If  a  line  connects  several  parts 
which  are  benefited  by  it,  why  should 
not  the  residents  of  those  places  be 
asked  to  join  with  the  applicants  in  the 
guarantee  ?  That  result  can  be  achieved  by 
making  the  expense  of  the  line  a  tax  upon 
the  whole  ccMiununity,  instead  of  upon  the 
very  few  pers(Mi8  who  askfc»theconv^ence. 
Once  the  convenience  has  been  used,  an 
ever-increasing  number  of  usefrs  will  be 
found,  and  although  the  return  from  each 
subscriber  may  be  smaller  than  it  is. 
still  in  the  aggregate  the  return  will 
be  very  much  larger.  That  is.  I 
think,  the  way  to  make  the  Department 
pay.  Several  honwable  members  ha\%  re- 
ferred to  the  difference  between  the  charge 
for  a  telephonic  message,  and  the  charge  for 
a  telegraphic  message.  They  have  lost 
sight  of  the  fact  that  when  a  man  pays  a 
fee  of  ninepeoce  foi  speaking  throu^  the 
telephone      three  minute^  be  pays  fat  the 
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reply  as  well  as  the  message!,  so  that  a  fair 
comparison  cannot  be  made  without  includ- 
ing the  sum  of  sixpence  for  the  reply  to  a 
telegram.   The  charges  for  telephonic  com- 
munication are  too  high.    By  lowering  them 
the  TOlume  of  business  would  be  increased  to 
a  \-ery  great  extent,  and  in  the  aggregate  a 
larger  revenue  would  be  derived  from  that 
branch.  In  some  country  districts,  especially 
acioss  the  great  plains,  where  a  tree  is  not 
to  be  seen  for  perhaps  fifty  or  sixty  miles, 
wooden  or  iron  p(^s  are  necessary.    But  in 
the  coastal  districts  of  Queensland,  and,  I 
believe,  of  New  South  Wales,  the  idea  of 
the  Fostmaster-Geoenl  oould  be  carried  out 
very  well.    It  has  been  urged  that  a  con- 
siderable amount  <A  lupervision  would  be 
required,  in  oxuequenoe  of  bush  fires  occur* 
ring,  and  wild  animals  running  against  the 
wires,  and  l»eaking  the  dicuit.   As  far  as 
the  eastern  part  ctf  Australia  is  ooooemed, 
I  do  iK>t  think  that  there  is  very  much 
in  that  objecticx).    If  the  suggated  plan 
is  carried  out,  many   places  which  under 
the     guarantee     system     are     cut  off 
from  communication  with  centres  of  popu- 
lation will  be  able  to  obtain  these  conveni- 
ences.   I  shall  have  another  opportimity 
to  discuss  this  question  fully  when  we  readi 
the  Estimates  if  a  dissoluti(xi  does  not  take 
place   in    the   meantime.     I    wish  to 
bring  a  matter  under  the  notice  of  the 
Minister  of  Defence.    There  is  a  misappre* 
hension  existing  in  the  minds  of  a  gpod 
many  members  of  rifle  clubs  with  regard 
to  the  issue  of  the  new  magazine  rifles.  A 
regulation  has  been  made  whereby  a  mem- 
ber of  a  rifle  club  may  obtain  one  of  these 
rifles  as  his  own  property.    If  a  man  pays 
jQi  annually  for  three  years,  and  makes 
himself  efficient,  no  further  payment  is  re- 
quired ;  but  if  he  is  not  e^uent  he  is  re- 
quired to  pay  a  further  sum  of  15s.  gd. 
I  know  that  the  supply  of  these  rifles  has 
been  somewhat  limited,  but  there  is  an  im- 
pression in  the  minds  of  many  men  that 
only  one  rifle  is  available  for  purchase  to 
each  club.    Three  rifles  have  been  sent  to 
each  club  in  Queensland,  and  in  some  cases 
have  been  supplied  to  the  officers — the  pre- 
sident, vice-president,  and  secretary.  It 
is  thought  that  because  the  rifles  have  been 
issued  to  the  club,  the  officers  are  entitled 
to  the  use  of  them.    I  take  it  that  it  was 
intended  by  the  Department  that  any  mem- 
ber of  a  rifle  club  should  be  allowed  to 
use  the  rifles.    Unless  a  rifle  is  in  charge 
of  one  man,  and  is  well  taken  care  of,  it 
will  be  worth  little  at  the  end  of  twelve 
months.    In  my  opini<m,  the  officers  of  a 


rifle  club  are  wise  in  keeping  these  rifles 
under  their  own  supervision  rather  than  al- 
lowing any  member  of  the  club  to  use  them 
at  his  own  sweet  will.  I  would  point  out 
to  the  Minister  that  if  he  would  allow  the 
members  of  the  rifle  clubs  to  purchase  their 
own  rifles,  a  valuable  Defence  Force  would 
be  armed,  not  at  the  cost  of  the 
Department,  but  at  the  cost  of  private  indi- 
viduals, and  an  imnHSise  stun  would  be 
saved.  If  a  man  does  very  much  shooting, 
the  barrel  of  his  rifle  will  be  practically 
wtH-n  out  at  the  end  of  three  years,  and  I 
imderstand  that  a  new  barrel  can  be  put 
on  the  old  stock  at  a  cost  of  from  15s.  6d. 
to  j£i  IS.  If  the  rifle  c\\xhs  were  supplied 
with  rifles,  the  barrels  would  require  to  be 
renewed  at  the  end  of  three  years,  and  that 
would  create  a  further  charge  on  the  De- 
partment But  if  every  member  a  rifle 
club  woe  to  own  his  own  rifle,  be  would  de- 
fray the  cost  of  zenewing  the  barrel  I 
should  like  the  Minister  to  seriously  consider 
what  saving  might  be  effected  in  that  branch 
of  the  Defence  Force.  I  think  it  will  be 
an  important  part  dt  the  Defence  Force 
when  Australia's  hour  of  need  arises. 

Mr.  McCay. — It  has  begun  to  cost  a 
good  deal  of  mcmey,  and  that  shows  that  it 
is  getting  on. 

Mr.  WILKINSON.— If  the  Common- 
wealth has  to  supply  every  man  who  is  will- 
inir  to  go  to  its  defence,  with  a  rifle,  it  will 
cost  a  lot  more.  But  if  it  is  made  pos- 
sible for  thousands  of  rifle  club  men  to  buy 
their  own  rifles,  a  saving  will  be  effected, 
not  (Hily  in  the  first  instance,  but  when  the 
time  comes  for  renewing  the  barrels.  Tens 
of  thousands  of  men  will  be  induced  to  buy 
their  own  rifles,  and  so  reduce  the  cost  of 
defending  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  David  Thomson. — Will  they  do 
that? 

Mr.  WILKINSON.— I  am  satisfied  that 
diousands  of  them  are  prepared  to  buy  their 
own  rifles.  I  have  a  few  matters  to  bring 
I  under  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Custom^ 
notice.  I  wish  to  remove  a  misapprehen- 
sion which  has  existed  for  a  considerable 
time  with  regard  to  the  reduction  of  the 
duty  upon  timber  which  is  largely  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  butter  boxes.  Srane  re- 
flection has  been  cast  on  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Maranoa,  because  of  a  vote  which 
he  gave  when  that  item  in  the  Tariff  was 
under  consideraticm.  It  is  well  known  to 
a  good  many  honorable  members,  that  the 
imposition  of  a  lower  duty  was  carried 
against  tbe  Government  by  a  majority  of 
cne  vote,  through  a  mistake  cm  the  part  of 
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the  honorable  member  for  Memda.  The 
honorable  member  for  Maranoa  has 
been  blamed  considerably  for  that  deci- 
sion; but  the  fact  is  that  the  lower 
duty  was  carried  through  a  mistaken 
vote  of  the  honorable  member  for  Memda, 
who  had  intended  to  vote  the  other  way. 
New  Zealand  has  put  an  export  duty  upwi 
timber  such  as  has  hitherto  been  used  in 
Victoria  for  the  manufacture  of  butter 
boxes,  and  the  Victorians  are  therefore  turn- 
ing their  attention  to  Queensland  as  a  source 
of  supply.  The  representatives  of  that 
State  assured  them  when  the  Tariff  was 
under  consideration  that  in  Queensland  there 
is  an  unlimited  supply  of  timber  superior 
to  that  which  has  been  obtained  from 
New  Zealand.  The  matter  is  now  occupy- 
ing the  attention  of  the  Government  of 
Queensland,  and  I  ask  the  Minister  few- 
Trade  and  Customs  to  meet  sympathetically 
any  proposal  which  they  may  make,  with  a 
view  to  bring  about  the  use  of  Queensland 
pine  for  the  manufacture  of  the  butter 
boxes  used  in  the  Victorian  export  trade.  It 
would  be  a  big  thing  for  the  -Common- 
wealth if  that  timber  were  so  used,  because 
there  is  an  unlimited  supply  of  it.  At  the 
present  time  all  the  butter  which  is  ex- 
ported from.  Queensland  is  packed  in  boxes 
made  of  Queensland  pine,  and  although  it 
is  not  bringing  in  the  Lcxidon  market  prices 
as  high  as  are  obtained  for  Victorian  butter, 
that  is  due  to  the  fact  that  Queensland 
needs  a  proper  dairying  Act,  and  a  proper 
system  of  grading  before  exportation.  I 
have  corresponded  with  all  of  the'  leading 
Queensland  butter  manufacturers  ot  the  sub- 
ject, and  I  have  placed  most  of  their  replies 
on  record  in  Hansard.  They  say  that,  al- 
though in  times  of  drought,  when  it  has 
been  impossible  to  bring  timber  to  the  mills, 
they  have  imported  New  Zealand  timber, 
as  soon  as  supplies  of  the  local  and  iwrthem 
New  South  Wales  pine  were  available,  they 
have  used  it  again,  a  fact  which  shows  that 
in  their  opinion  it  is  more  suitable  than 
the  imported  pine.  I  am  sufficiently  a  pro- 
tectionist to  believe  that  when  we  can  give 
preference  to  a  local  natural  product,  or  a 
product  which  is  partly  natural  and  partly 
artificial,  we  should  do  so.  A  very  large 
business  in  Queensland  pine  could  be  deve- 
loped if  its  use  were  encouraged,  and 
in  this  way  a  good  deal  of  the  friction 
between  the  State  and  the  Commcmwealth 
which  has  been  engendered  during  the  last 
few  years  might  be  removed.  Unfortunately 
the  States  are  beginning  to  think  that  the 
legislation  and  administration  of  the  Com* 
dir.  WilkintBn. 


monwealth  has  been  inimical  to  their  inte- 
rests, and  it  is  about  time  that  we  showed 
them  that  the  contrary  is  the  case,  and  thai 
we  are  more  than  willing  to  work  hand  in 
[  hand  with  them  in  the  development  of  the 
I  resources  of  the  Continent. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  SMITH  (Macquarie- 
Postmaster-General). — McRst  of  the  matters 
to  which  reference  has  been  made  by  honor- 
able members  arose  before  I  took  ofhce,  bui 
I  shall  give  early  attention  to  them.  I  shall 
have  a  sununary  made  of  the  complaints 
which  are  recorded  in  Hansard,  and  cause 
full  inquiries  to  be  instituted  in  regard  to 
them.  I  am  very  pleased  that  the  proposal 
which  I  put  forward  the  other  day,  to  use 
fences  and  trees  for  the  supptnt  of  tele- 
phone wires,  in  order  to  give  the  people  in 
I  the  country  districts  cheaper  telephtrnk  cooi- 
I  munication,  has  received  such  favourable 
I  notice  fnxn  honorable  members.  When  I  took 
I  office  I  found  a  large  number  of  applications 
for  telephonic  communication  from  country 
districts  awaiting  action ;  but  the  cost  of 
procuring  and  erecting  poles  would,  in  many 
districts,  be  so  large  as  to  make  it  impos- 
sible for  the  Department  to  do  what  ii 
asked.  In  some  cases  the  erecticm  of  poles 
would  cost  as  much  as  £20  a  mile.  More- 
over, if  it  were  found  that  the  line  did  not 
pay,  it  would  not  be  worth  while  to  remove 
those  poles  to  other  places,  so  that  the  loss 
to  the  Department  would  be  verv  heav)-.  If, 
however,  the  wire  was  supported  on  trees 
and  fences,  the  expense  of  erecting  it  would 
be  very  little,  and  should  the  line  prove 
unprofitable  the  wire  could  be  removed 
to  another  district  without  mudi  loss 
to  the  Department.  I  have,  thnefore, 
given  directions  in  the  cases  whidi 
have  oome  under  my  notice  that  they 
be  referred  back  to  ascertain  the  possibility 
of  utilizing  trees  and  fences  fat  the  carriage 
of  the  wire,  and  when  they  are  again  re- 
ported upon  I  shall  do  what  I  can,  hav- 
ing regard  to  the  public  interest,  to  gi« 
comraunicati<Hi  to  those  who  are  asking 
for  it.  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  disadvan- 
tages under  which  country  people  live. 
It  is,  for  instance,  impossible  in  many 
cases  for  than  to  procure  a  daily  paper 
containing  market  reports  and  other  informa- 
tion necessary  for  the  proper  carrying  on  of 
their  business,  while,  should  sickness  occur, 
it  is  difficult  for  them  to  obtain  the  servkes 
of  a  medical  man.  Therefore,  if  cheaper 
means  of  providing  telephonic 
tion  can  be  devised,  I  shall  do  all  I  can  to 
give  outlying  districts  the  advantage  of 
them.     I  shall  also  endeavour  to  impresi 
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upon  the  residents  of  country  districts  the 
need  of  assisting  the  Department  in  the  mat- 
ter of  supervision.  If  an  inspector  has  tu 
be  sent  some  fifty  miles  from  a  centre  of 
peculation  to  supervise  the  erection  of 
telephone  wires  and  their  maintoiance, 
the  cost  is  considerable;  but  I  feel 
sure  that  in  many  districts  the  residents 
themselves  will  be  only  too  pleased  to  under- 
take this  work  and  the  erection  of  the  wires 
at  a  cheap  rate.  It  should  also  be  possible 
for  the  Department  to  instruct  them  in  the 
manner  of  repairing  wires,  so  that  if  a  cir- 
cuit were  broken  by  the  fall  of  a  tree 
through  a  bush  fire,  the  trouble  could  easily 
be  set  right.  With  regard  to  other  matters 
of  administration,  although  the  honorable 
member  for  Gwydir  says  that  he  expects 
great  things  from  me,  I  do  not  profess  to 
be  any  better  than  my  prede(»ss(»s,  but  I 
shall  do  the  best  I  can  to  give  every  facility 
to  people  both  in  the  country  and  in  the 
cities  in  their  dealings  with  the  Department, 
so  that  its  operatifHis  may  be  as  beneficial  as 
possible  to  the  Commonwealth  at  large. 
I  further  promise  that  any  matters  which 
honorable  members  bring  under  my  notice 
shall  receive  my  personal  attention. 

Mr.  McCAY  (Corinel  la— Minister  of 
Defence). — The  honora'ble  member  for 
Moreton  asked  a  qu»ti(xi  with  regard  to  the 
magazine  rifles  issued,  to  members  of  rifle 
dubs.  Such  weapois  can  be  obtained  in 
three  ways.  Last  November  authority  was 
given  for  the  sale  of  750  magazine  rifles 
to  members  of  rifle  clubs  for  cash  at 
15s.  9d.  each,  and  of  that  number  a  pro- 
portion was  allotted  to  Queensland.  No 
great  advantage  was  taken  of  the  oppor- 
tunities presented  to  acquire  these  weapons 
for  cash.  In  March  last  authority  was  given 
for  the  sale  of  a  further  1,000  magazine 
rifles  to  members  of  rifle. clubs,  upon  the 
deferred  payment  system  referred  to  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Moreton.  Of  this 
number  100  were  allotted  to  Queensland. 
The  opportunities  thus  presented  have  been 
availed  of  with  a  fair  ampunt  of  freedwn. 
I  propose  to  inquire  what  number  of  rifles 
have  been  sold  under  the  cash  system,  and 
if  the  circumstances  justify  the  transfer  I 
shall  add  the  rifles  for  which  cash  pur- 
chasers are  not  forthcoming  to  those  which 
are  being  offered  under  the  deferred  pay- 
ment system,  which  is  preferred  for  very 
obvious  reasons.  Perhaps  we  all  have  a 
suflicient  element  of  the  Micawber  spirit  in 
us  to  lead  us  to  prefer  paying  twelve  months 
hence  rather  than  forthwith.  Besides  the 
rifles  to  which  I  have  referred,  2,910  maga- 


zine rifles  are  being  issued  to  the  rifle  clubs 
on  loan,  the  clubs  finding  guarantors  that 
the  rifles  shall  be  properly  looked  after, 
and  that  any  damage  resulting  from  misuse 
or  neglect  shall  be  paid  for.  Of  the 
2,910  rifles  320  have  been  allotted 
to  Queensland.  The  intention  is 
that  the  rifles  issued  to  the  clubs  oa  loan 
shall  be  available  to  all  the  members,  not- 
withstanding the  obvious  objection  that  they 
will  thereby  become  more  liable  to  damage 
than  if  they  were  placed  in  charge  of  par- 
ticular individuals.  It  was  never  intended  that 
the  president,  vice-president,  and  secretary 
of  a  club  should,  by  virtue  of  their  (rffices, 
appropriate  the  only  three  rifles  sent.  Hon- 
orable members  will  see  that  we  must  retain 
a  sufficient  number  of  magazine  rifles  under 
the  immediate  contn^  of  the  Department  to 
provide  for  the  equipment  of  our  first  line 
of  defence  upon  a  war  footing.  Five  thou- 
sand additional  rifles  have  been  ordered,  and 
will  shortly  be  delivered.  The  first  1,000 
are  on  their  way  out  here  now. 

Mr.  Maloney. — Does  the  Minister  know 
that  the  Victorian  Government  was  swindled 
in  connexion  with  the  rifles  sent  to  them? 

Mr.  McCAY. — The  rifles  on  order  are  the 
new  short  barrelled  magazine  rifles  now 
being  used  in  the  British  Army,  and  I  do 
not  think  that  there  can  be  any  swindle  in 
connexion  with  them. 

Mr.  Maloney. — But  the  Minister  did  not 
make  any  inquiry  ? 

Mr.  McCAY. — I  think  we  may  leave  all 
matters  of  ancient  history  and  mythology  for 
discussion  during  the  want-of-ccmfidence 
debate.  I  am  merely  telling  the  honorable 
member  of  the  existing  circumstances.  When 
these  additional  rifles  come  to  hand,  I  shall 
— if  I  am  (XI  hand  myself — probably  be  able 
to  supply  some  more  weapons  for  use  by 
members  of  rifle  clubs.  I  desire  to  offer 
them  every  facility.  That  is  all  the  infor- 
mation which  I  have  been  able  to  obtain 
On  the  short  notice  given  me  this  afternoon, 
and  I  trust  that  it  will  satisfy  the  honor- 
able member. 

Question  resolved  in  the  a'ffirmative. 

Resolution  reported  and  adopted. 

Motion  (by  Sir  George  Turner)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  Standing  Orders  be  suspended  in 
order  to  enable  nil  steps  to  be  taken  to  obtain 
Supply,  and  to  pass  a  Supply  Bill  through  all  its 
stages  without  delay. 

In  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means: 
Motion  (by  Sir  George  Turner)  pro- 
posed— 

That  towards  making  good  the  Supply  granted 
to  His  Majesty  for  the  services  bf  the  year 
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eading  30th  Juoe,  1905,  a  sum  oot  exceeding 
;f43o,4ai  be  granted  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Revenue  Fund. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay).  —  I  should 
like  to  know  if  the  Treasurer  has  any  objec- 
tion to  furnish  the  House  with  the  infwma- 
ti<xi  for  which  I  asked  at  an  earlier  stage? 

Sir  GEORGE  TURNER  (Balaclava- 
Treasurer). — I  cannot  p(Bsibly  do  as  the 
honorable  member  desires.  The  only  in- 
formation I  have  given  to  the  Treasurers 
has  been  in  regard  to  the  approximate 
amount  of  surplus  they  are  likely  to  receive 
during  the  current  financial  year. 

Mr.  Fisher. — That  is  quite  right. 

Sir  GEORGE  TURNER.  —  I  thought 
that  I  could  not  do  less,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  first  three  mcMiths  of  the  year 
had  practically  elapsed,  and  that  the  Trea- 
surers were  pressing  me  to  give  them  some 
idea  as  to  what  they  might  expect  to  receive 
back  from  the  Commomvealth.  If,  how- 
ever, I  had  given  them  any  further  infor- 
mation as  to  the  anticipated  receipts  and 
expenditure,  I  should  have  supplied  them 
with  a  forecast  of  the  Budget  statement, 
and  I  do  not  think  that  that  would  ha^  e 
been  in  order.  The  Treasurers  have  been 
told  as  nearly  as  possible  the  amounts  that 
they  are  likely  to  receive  from  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  upon  that  information  they 
will  be  able  to  base  their  estimates  for  the 
year. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay).  — I  quite 
agree  with  the  action  of  the  Treasurer; 
but  I  think  that  this  is  the  proper 
place  in  which  a  public  announcement 
should  be  made  regarding  the  matter. 
The  right  honorable  gentleman  is  to  be 
congratulated  upon  having  advised  the 
Treasurers  as  soon  as  possible  with  regard 
to  the  approximate  revenue  they  are  likely 
to  receive. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Resolution  reported  and  adopted. 
Ordered — 

That  Sir  George  Turner  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  carry  out  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

Bill  presented  by  Sir  Geohge  Turner, 
and  passed  through  all  its  stages. 

PAPER. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  laid  upon 
the  table  the  following  paper : — 

Return  as  to  temporary  employ^  in  the  Public 
Service  during  the  year  1903-4. 


MOTION  OF  WANT  OF 
CONFIDENCE. 
Debate  resumed  frwn  23rd  September 
{vide  page  4916),  on  motion  by  Mr.  Wat- 
son — 

That  the  present  Admisistration  docs  not  possess 
the  confidence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  RONALD  (Southern  Melbourne).- 
I  propose  to  first  address  myself  to  the 
question  raised  by  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Swan,  as  to  the  principle  of  pre- 
ference to  unionists  being  embodied  in  the 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Acts  passed 
by  the  States.  The  right  honorable  gentle- 
man has  affirmed  that  preferen<^  to  union- 
ists was  not  provided  for  in  the  Western 
Australian  Act,  and  that,  therefore,  he  is 
not  guilty  of  any  inconsistency  in  claiming 
to  be  the  pioneer  of  conciliation  and  arbi- 
tration legislation  in  Western  Australia, 
and  at  the  present  jtmcture  opp(»ing  pref^- 
ence  to  unionists.  I  am  sorry  that  the  right 
honorable  member  is  not  presoit.  That, 
however,  is  not  my  fault.  I  have  taken  the 
trouble  to  examine  this  malter  very  closely, 
so  as  to  make  sure  of  the  ground  upon  which 
I  stand.  The  position  is  that  the  Western 
Australian  Arbitration  Act  is  modelled  upon 
the  New  Zealand  Act.  That  was  admitted 
by  the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan, 
when,  as  Premier  of  the  Western  State,  he 
submitted  his  Bill  to  Parliament.  In  deliv- 
ering judgment  in  an  appeal  by  the 
plumbers  of  Christchuich,  New  Zealand, 
Chief  Justice  Stout  said — 

In  coastniittg  this  Act,  the  aim  of  the  statute 
cannot  be  ignored.     It  ^es  not,  as  I  have  said, 

£ropose  to  provide  a  means  of  settling  disputes 
etween  employers  and  non.associated  wormen- 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Court,  having  power 
to  determine  the  status  of  workmen  and  the  clus 
of  persons  to  be  employed,  has  power  to  decloie 
that  trades  unionists  shall  have  a  preference  orei 
workmen  not  belonging  to  a  trades  unioD. 

The  opini(xi  therefore  is  clearly  held— not 
only  by  Chief  Justice  Stmt,  but  by  his  orf- 
leagues,  whose  judgments  are  recorded  in 
the  same  volume  from  which  I  bare  quoted 
— ^that  preference  to  imionists,  by  implia- 
tion,  is  embodied  in  the  New  Zealand  Act. 
There  can,  therefore,  be  no  doubt  what- 
ever, that  preference  to  unicmists  is  ciw- 
tained  by  implication  in  the  Westen 
Australian  Act.  That  amclusion  has  been 
acted  upon  by  the  New  Zealand  Court,  a 
tribunal  which  is  altogether  above  any  bias 
of  which  we  may  be  suspected  Upm  the 
other  hand,  I  must  admit  that  the  Westeni 
Australian  Supreme  Court  has  declared  tlul 
preference  to  unionists  is  not  contained  in 
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the  Act  That  dedsuHi,  however,  was  ar- 
rived at  subsequent  to  the  judgmeait  g^v^ 
by  the  New  Ze^and  Court;  and  when  the 
right  honorable  member  fat  Swan,  as 
head  of  the  Westcim  Australian  Govern- 
ment, submitted  the  first  Ctmciliation  and 
Arbitration  Bill  there,  he  did  90  under  the 
inapression  that  it  oxitained  the  principle 
of  preference  to  unionists.  Again  I  say 
that  he  is  grossly  inconsistent,  in  that  he 
attempted  to  make  the  Western  Australian 
Bill  workable  by  granting  a  preference  to 
uniimists,  whereas  he  is  now  endeavouring 
to  render  the  Commonwealth  C(xiciliation 
and  Arbitratitti  Bill  null  and  void  by  de- 
stroying that  very  principle.  If  he  objects 
to  my  deducticxis,  I  will  point  to  paral- 
lels which  confirm  my  argument  that  a 
principle  to  be  contained  in  a  Bill  does  not 
require  to  be  definitely  expressed  upon  its 
face.  In  support  of  that  statement,  I 
would  cite  one  of  the  most  int^esting  il- 
lustrati(Kis  contained  in  history.  I  will 
illustrate  what  I  mean  by  the  great  doctrine 
of  the  Christian  theology.  The  doctrine  of 
the  Trinity,  for  nample,  is  held  by  all 
Christian  nation^  It  has  b^  affirmed  by 
all  Courts  of  law  to  which  an  appeal  has 
been  made — and  there  have  been  many  such 
cases— that  that  doctrine  is  embodied  in 
Biblical  theology.  Yet  we  may  search  the 
Bible  throughout,  and  we  shall  find  no 
trace  of  it.  It  was  first  referred  to  in  the 
time  of  Tertullian.  It  is  implied  in  the 
teaching  of  the  Scriptures.  It  has  never 
been  disputed  that  it  is  contained  in  the 
Scriptures,  and  vet  it  is  ne\'er  specifically 
mentioned  there.'  Similarly,  I  contend  that 
in  the  New  South  Wales  Arbitration  Act, 
the  principle  of  extending  a  preference  to 
unionists  is  contained.  The  same  remark  is 
applicable  to  both  the  Western  Australian 
and  the  Xew  Zealand  Acts ;  but  in  ti  e  lat- 
ter the  principle  has  been  substantiated 
and  made  visible  by  the  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court.  The  right  honorable  iLember 
for  Swan  must  have  known  that,  because  the 
Bill  which  he  introduced  was  a  slavish  copy 
of  the  New  Zealand  Act — a  piece  of  politi- 
cal plagiarism.  In  following  the  New  Zea- 
land statute,  he  must  have  known  that  he 
-was  granting  a  preference  to  unionists,  audj 
therefore,  it  ill  becomes  lum,  at  this  hour, 
to  turn  round  and  declare  that  we  aie  en- 
deavouring to  place  him  in  a  false  position. 
He  wishes  to  make  it  appear  that  he  is  a 
paragon  of  consistency,  and  that  he  is  still 
tbe  champion  of  Conciliation  and  Arbitra- 
tion. We  aire  all  pleased  to  know  that  he 
has  been  a  pioneer  of  advan(£d  socialistic 


legislation.  I  have  simply  to  say  facilis 
descensus  averni — ^it  is  easy  to  descend. 
Evil  communications  corrupt  good  man- 
ners ;  and,  therefore,  he  has  gone 
down  very  rapidly.  If  ever  the  right 
honorable  member  had  any  leaning 
towards  labour,  or  any  sympathy  with 
the  working  classes,  he  seems  now  to  have 
abandoned  it,  and  to  have  abandoned  it  for 
ever.  I  maintain  that  what  I  stated  out- 
side the  House  was  perfectly  correct,  and  I 
repeat  that  statement  without  fear  of  con* 
tradiction.  There  was,  it  is  true,  a  slight 
inaccuracy  in  the  report,  which  represented 
me  as  saying  that  the  right  honcvable  mem- 
ber had  declared  that  preference  to  uni<Ni- 
ists  was  the  basic  principle  of  the  Arbitra- 
tion Bill ;  whereas,  it  was  I  who  affirmed 
that  preference  to  unionists  was  the  basic 
principle  of  the  Bill,  and  that  the  right  hon- 
orable member,  in  following  the  New  Zea- 
land Act,  had  wittingly,  or  unwittingly,  in- 
corporated that  principle  ifi  the  measure 
which  he  introduced  into  Western  Australia. 
The  right  honorable  monber  must 
know  that  I  have  treated  him  fairly,  and 
have  not  taken  advantage  of  any  quibble. 
Again,  I  affirm,  without  fear  of  ointradic- 
tion,  that,  by  implication,  preference  is 
given  in  the  New  Zealand  Act.  and  the 
Western  Australian  Act  is  a  slavish  imita- 
tion of  the  New  Zealand  Act.  The  New 
South  Wales  Act  is  exactly  the  same. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  New  South  Wales 
Act  states  that  there  shall  be  preference  to 
unionists. 

Mr.  RONALD.— That  is  so.  While  the 
New  South  Wales  Act  explicitly  states  that 
preference  shall  be  given  to  unimists,  the 
Western  Australian  Act  oopies  the  New 
Zealand  Act  by  giving  prefer«ice  by  im- 
plication. The  New  Zealand  Court  has 
held  that  the  New  Zealand  Act  does  not 
seek  to  treat  with  unassociated  employes 
or  employers,  but  only  with  associated  em- 
ployers and  associated  employes,  or.  in 
other  words,  with  unionists.  That  Act 
would  be  without  purpose  or  reason  for 
its  existence  unless  it  dealt  with  associated 
men ;  and  therefore  it  takes  no  cognizance 
of  unassociated  individuals. 

Mr.  Johnson. — There  was  no  intention 
to  imply  what  the  honorable  member  sug- 
gests. 

Mr.  RONALD.— But  the  decision  by 
Chief  Justice  Stout  was  given  before  the 
Western  Australian  Act  was  passed.  It 
was  before  Parl'iament  when  the  Bill, 
modelled  on  the  New  Zealand  legis- 
lation, was  passed.     The  ri^ht  honorable 
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member  for  Swan  then  had  before 
him,  not  only  the  New  Zealand  Act, 
but  the  decision  of  the  Court  imder  that 
Act.  Either  the  right  honorable  member 
was  in  absolute  ignorance  in  regard  to  the 
decision  in  New  Zealand,  or  he  knew  that 
that  decision  had  been  given ;  and  if  he 
knew  of  the  decision  he  must  have  known 
that  he  was  providing  in  that  Bill  for  pre- 
ference to  unionists. 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  right  honorable 
member  has  expressly  disclaimed  any  such 
intention. 

Mr.  RONALD.— The  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan  is  on  the  horns  of  a  di- 
l«nma,  and  I  cannot  help  him.  The  fact 
remains  that  that  New  Zealand  decision  was 
given  before  the  Western  Australian  Bill 
was  passed,  and  the  right  honorable  member 
had  not  only  the  New  Zealand  Act,  but  the 
decision  under  that  Act  to  guide  him.  If 
the  right  honorable  member  cannot  read 
plain  Anglo-Saxon,  it  is  too  late  in  life  to 
begin  to  instruct  him.  Preference  to  union- 
ists is  the  very  essence  of  the  measure  before 
this  Parliament.  Without  preference,  the 
Bill  will  never  work ;  it  is  a  bundle  of  con* 
tradictions,  illogical  and  absurd.  I  defy 
the  wit  and  cunning  of  man  to  give  us  a 
workable  Arbitratioi  Bill  which  does  not 
provide  for  preference  to  unionists. 

Mr.  Maugeb. — That  means  giving  power 
to  the  Court  to  give  preference. 

Mr.  RONALD.— Yes ;  that  is  a  point  I  wish 
to  make  very  clear  and  explicit,  namely,  that 
the  Court  must  be  empowered  to  give  pre- 
ference where  there  is  a  substantial  majority 
of  those  concerned  in  favour  of  preference. 
Unions  must  be  recognised — ^we  cannot  treat 
with  men  as  units.  Moreover,  I  should  like 
to  pmnt  out  to  those  who  are  so  much  op- 
posed to  preference,  that  employers  are  a 
united  people.  In  .^  mining  company,  there 
may  be  i,ooo  shareholders  represented  by 
three  directors  and  when  dealing  with  the 
directors,  we  are  dealing  indirectly  with  the 
i,ooo,  or  it  may  be  10,000  shareholders. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Just  as  in  the  case  of  a 
brewing  company. 

Mr.  RONALD. — -Yes,  or  any  other  com- 
pany. There  is  unionism  of  »nployers.  just 
as  much  as  there  is  unionism  of  employes. 
We  cannot  get  rid  of  unionism,  and  an  Ar- 
bitration Bill  is  absolutely  impossible  ,  un- 
less the  principle  of  unionism  is  recc^ised. 
I  marvel  at  men  being  so  utterly  illogical 
and  unreasonable  as  not  to  see  that  com- 
panies—railway companies,  mining  compa- 
nies, or  any  associations  of  men — are  bound 
to  be  unions  or  otherwise  they  can  have  no  ; 


locus  standi  under  an  AibitratioQ  Bill.  I 
am  glad  that  preference  to  unionism  has 
been  made  a  vital  principle — a  priotdple 
for  which  we  shall  fight  and  insist  on  est^ 
lisbing.  With  preference  to  unionists  the 
Bill  will  be  a  workable  measure  and  may 
be  an  instrument  by  the  means  of  which 
disputes  will  be  settled;  but  it  cannot  be 
of  the  slightest  value  so  long  as  theie  i> 
not  preference  to  unionists  tithtt  explicit  or 
implied.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  trust  tb- 
Court  in  the  matter  knowing  that  indiri- 
duals  can  hxvK  no  locus  standi — that  they 
must  appear  as  unions  and  trades  unions  at 
that.  But  I  want  to  go  further  in  discus- 
sing the  question  whether  the  presoit  Go- 
vernment have  the  confidence  of  the  House. 
In  the  first  place  I  refer  to  the  very  strange 
circumstances  in  which  we  are  assembled— 
the  strange  conflict  of  parties.  The  hwioi- 
able  and  learned  member  for  Ballarat, 
humorously  and  gracefully — for  ever-thing 
he  does  has  grace  in  it — described  the  state 
of  the  House  bv  a  quotation  from  Gilbert's 
Yam  of  the  Nancy  Bell,  in  Bab  Ballads. 
The  honorable  and  learned  member  sud 
that  the  position  reminded  him  of  a  sur- 
viTOr  of  the  Nancy  Bell^  the  stwy  of  whidi 
begins  as  follows: — 
'Twaa  on  the  shores  that  round  our  coast 

From  Deal  to  Ramigate  spaa, 
That  I  found  alone  on  a  piece  of  stcme 

An  elderly  naval  man. 

His  hair  was  weedy,  bis  beard  was  long, 

And  needy  and  long  was  he, 
And  I  beard  this  wight  on  the  shore  recite. 

In  a  singular  minor  key  : 

"  Oh,  I  am  cook  and  a  captain  bold. 

And  the  mate  of  the  Nancy  brig, 
And  a  bo'sun  tight,  and  a  midshipmite, 

And  the  crew  of  the  captain's  gig-" 

The  honorable  and  learned  member  toM 
how  this  old  tar  exhausted  all  his  ship- 
mates by  eating  them  up,  and  only  the  ooolc 
and  he  were  left.  The  delicate  questioo 
arose  as  to  which  should  eat  the  other. 

"  Then  only  the  cook  and  me  was  left, 
And  the  delicate  question,  *  Which 

Of  us  two  goes  to  the  kettle?'  arose. 
And  we  argued  it  out  as  lieh." 

The  cook  argued  that  whereas   he  could 

cttok,  and  the  surviving  shipmate  could  not, 
the  latter  ought  to  go  to  the  pot.  and, 
finally, 

"  For  I  loved  that  cook  as  a  brother,  I  did. 

And  the  cook  he  wanbipped  me ; 
But  we'd  both  be  blowed  if  we'd  either  be  stowed 

In  tbe  other  chap's  hold,  you  see." 

The  difficult  situation  was  humorouslv 
stated  by  the  ex-Prime  Minister,  who  proved 
himself  not  only  poetic  but  prophetic 
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Mt.  Bamford. — Which  is  the  cook? 

Mr.  ROXALD.— The  prophecy  was  ful- 
filled, because  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat,  though  he  objected  ^o 
be  "  stowed  away  in  the  other  chap's  hold," 
has  been  eaten  up he  is  simply  assimilated 
and  consumed  by  the  man  with  the  larger 
capacity. 

Mr.  Bamfobd. — Does  the  honorable 
member  mean  to  say  that  the  Prime  Min- 
ister is  a  cannibal  ? 

Mr.  RONALD. — ^"Boa  constrictor"  would 
perhaps  be  a  better  term.  But  while  that  is 
all  very  good  and  very  humorous,  and  ex- 
presses very  happily  the  situatim  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  and  white  we  are  aU  very  sorry 
for  the  honorable  and  teamed  member  for 
Ballarat — who  thought  that  he  was  going  to 
be  the  one  survivor,  but  who  finds  himself 
consumed  or  swallowed  up  by  others — we 
are  very  anxious  indeed  to  have  in  power  a 
Government  that  shall  possess  the  confidence 
of  this  House.  And  it  should  possess  the 
confidence  of  the  House  in  virtue  of  the 
measures  which  it  brings  before  Parliament. 
I  maintain  that  the  presoit  Government  has 
not  the  confidence  of  the  House,  because  it 
has  nothing  in  its  programme  to  justify  the 
confidence  of  any  one.  The  Government 
has  simply  filched  and  stolen  its  programme 
from  its  predecessors.  It  has  not  originated 
a  single  new  idea  to  reconmiend  it  to  the 
country  or  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Batcheloe. — It  is  not  very  enterpris- 
ing thieving,  either. 

Mr.  RONALD. — It  is  not  enterprising 
thieving  which  the  Government  has  done. 
There  might  have  been  some  attempt  to  dis- 
guise the  origin  of  their  measures,  but  there 
is  none.  If  the  Govenunent  had  wished  to 
possess  the  confidence  of  the  House,  there 
are  many  burning  questiwis  that  could  have 
been  talcen  up.  There  is,  for  instance,  the 
question  regarding  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hume  has  given  notice  of 
motion  to-day.  I  allude  to  preferential 
trade.  I  cannot  for  a  moment  suppose 
that  such  a  good  protectionist  as  my 
honorable  friend  the  Minister  for  Trade 
and  Customs  is,  can  acquiesce  in 
ignoring  this  question.  For  years  and 
years  protecttcm  has  had  one  of  its  best 
friends  in  him,  and  I  cannot  think  that 
at  this  stage  he  will  go  back  upon  the  convic- 
tions of  years.  One  might  have  ex- 
pected, seeing  that  this  is  a  kind  of 
eclectic  Cabinet  or  combination  of  protec- 
tionists and  free-traders,  that  out  of  defer- 
ence to  the  presence  of  such  a  staunch  good 
protectionist  as  the  honorable  gentleman  in 


the  Cabinet,  there  would  have  been  some 
reference  to  the  great  doctrine  of  preferen- 
tial trade  in  the  Prime!  Minister's  speech  and 
in  the  programme  which  he  has  put  before 

the  country.  But  what  have  we?  Our  idea 
of  preferential  trade  is  not  the  reduction  of 
duties  in  the  interests  of  the  mother  country, 
but  the  raising  of  duties  against  the 
foreigner.  In  that  way  we  should  give  a 
preference  to  the  mother  country.  There  is 
all  the  difference  in  the  world  between  our 
idea  and  that  of  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  honorable  mem- 
ber's idea  means  more  protecti(m. 

Mr.  RONALD. — Our  idea  means  prefer- 
ence to  the  mother  country,  but  the  idea  of 
honorable  members  opposite  involves  no  pre- 
ference whatever.  If  preference  is  to  be 
logical,  or  if  it  is  ever  to  commend  itself 
to  the  people,  it  must  be  extended 
by  increasing  duties  against  the  foreigner, 
and  not  by  decreasing  duties  upon 
British  commodities.  Indeed,  our  Cus- 
toms duties  are  so  low  that  there  is 
scarcely  anything  to  decrease.  We  have 
almost  reached  the  irreducible  minimum. 
To  reduce  our  duties  lower  than  they  are 
would  be  to  reach  a  reduciio  ad  absurdum. 
There  is  only  one  system  of  preference  pos- 
sible, and  this  is  to  raise  duties  against  the 
foreigner.  That  is  a  policy  which,  I  Ije- 
lieve,  would  commend  itself  to  all  rational 
logical  protectionists.  But  from  these  pro- 
tectionists who  are  ready  to  rush  into  an 
alliance  with  avowed  free-traders,  we  can 
never  expect  any  preferential  trade  that  is 
worthy  of  the  name.  The  present  Government 
never  had,  and  therefore  cannot  forfeit, 
the  confidence  of  this  House.  They  have 
came  into  existence  by  a  side  wind — by  a 
kind  of  political  fluke — bv  taking  advan- 
tage of  an  accident  in  our  political  his- 
tory. I  believe  that  those  who  desire  to 
stand  in  favour  with  their  constituents 
would  do  well  to  recognise  that  fact,  and  to 
tell  the  Government  straight  away  that  they 
do  not  possess  the  confidence  of  the  House. 
If  we  have  arrived  at  a  cul-de-sac^  and  if 
affairs  are  unworkable  by  means  of  the 
present  House,  the  sooner  we  go  back  to 
our  constituents,  and  say  to  them,  "You 
must  decide ;  we  want  an  arbitrator  in  this 
matter ;  it  is  a  form  of  arbitration  which 
we  cannot  settle  for  ourselves,  and  the  coun- 
try must  settle  it  for  us  " — the  sooner  we 
do  that,  the  better  it  will  be.  I  wish  to 
say  a  word  or  two  about  the  difference  be- 
tween a  positive  and  a  negative  alliance. 
A  positive  alliance  or  association,  in  my 
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opinion,  is  an  alliance  amongst  men  who 
differ  in  details,  but  who  are  agreed  on 
general  principles ;  or»  it  is  an  alliance  of 
men  for  the  purpose  of  attaining  a  certain 
well-defined  end.  A  political  alliance  of 
llembers  of  Parliament  can  only  be  an 
alliance  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  a 
determined,  well-defined  policy. '  That  is 
the  kind  of  positive  alliance  that  has  been 
formed  between  the  members  of  the  party 
with  which  I  am  associated — the  labour 
■  Party— and  the  Libeial  Protectionists.  Ours 
is  a  positive  policy  for  the  purpose  of  at- 
taining a  certain  well-defined  end. 

>rr.  EwiKG. — What  is  the  end? 

Mr.  ROXALD.~The  end  i.<i  to  legislate 
for  "  the  greatest  happiness  of  the  greatest 
number." 

Mr.  McLean. — Does  that  apply  when 
the  greatest  number  are  non-unionists  ? 

Air.  RONALD. — If  the  greatest  number 
of  workers  are  non-unionists,  it  only  proves 
that  the  greatest  number  are  fools;  because 
their  interests  certainly  lie  in  the  direction 
of  unionism.  But  I  was  proceeding  to  show 
that  a  negative  alliance  on  the  other  hand 
is  a  combination  of  men  who  are  simply 
brought  together  to  "  down "  some  other 
party,  who  have  no  defined  end  in  view, 
and  have  nothing  original  of  their  own  in 
the  way  of  a  policy.  They  simply  have  a 
negative  or  destructive  purpose — that  of 
"downing"  some  other  party.  That  is 
the  kind  of  combination  which  has  brought 
the  present  Ministry-  together.  The  sup- 
porters of  the  Government  have  nothing 
in  common.  They  cannot  have.  Take 
the  Prime  Minister.  I  grant  that  he  has 
made  a  study  of  fiscalism  from  the  free- 
trade  stand-point. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — What  principles  have 
the  members  of  the  new  alliance  in  com- 
mon? 

Mr.  ROXALD. — I  am  coming  to  that. 
The  Prime  Minister  mav  b^  quoted  as  an 
authority  on  fiscalism  from  the  free-trade 
stand-point.  Whether  he  has  gone  to  the 
best  sources  for  information,  and  whether 
his  conclusions  are  logical  and  valid,  are 
other  points.  But  that  he  is  an  authority 
on  that  subject  I  am  prepared  to  grant. 
But  take  him  away  from  fiscalism,  and 
what  does  he  know  of  politics?  Where 
has  he  ever  made  a  speech  on  any  social 
or  political  subject  that  would  commend 
itself  to  any  wie?  He  is  a  man  of  fourth 
or  fifth  or  tenth  rate  order  on  any  other 
topic  than  that.  He  is  a  man  of  one  idea, 
and  one  idea  only,  and  that  is  fiscalism. 
Therefore,  when  honorable  members  oppo- 


site sink  the  fiscal  issue,  they  sink  the 
whole  ship.  It  is  a  case  of  liatiUet  with 
the  Prince  of  Denmark  left  out.  Then 
take  those  who  have  joined  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman  as  protectiaoists.  Hin- 
also  are  men  of  one  idea.  They  have 
no  general  knowledge  of  politics,  though 
they  may  have  a  knowledge  of  protection. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — If  the  Prime  Min- 
ister is  a  third-rate  man  perhaps  the  hon- 
orable member  will  classify  himself. 

Mr.  RONALD. — I  leave  that  to  the  km- 
orable  men^r  for  Parramatta  to  do,  and 
I  do  not  suppose  that  his  opinion  oS.  mt 
will  have  very  much  weight. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  can  assure  the 
honorable  member  I  should  not  put  him 
in  the  same  category  with  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter, whether  third  or  thirtemtb. 

Mr.  RONALD.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber will  permit  me  to  proceed,  I  desire  to 
say  that  the  combination  opposite  is  a 
negative  combination.  There  is  nothing  posi- 
tive in  its  policy,  and  it  exists  entirely  for 
the  purpose  of  "  downing  "  a  third  party, 
and  to  pose  as  anti-socialistic  The  only  way 
in  which  to  successfully  oppose  any'  poli- 
tical party  with  which  you  do  not  agree 
is  to  supply  an  opposing  force,  the  expul- 
sive power  of  a  new  affecticm  in  the  minds 
of  the  people.  To  defeat  a  party  we  must 
have  first  of  all  what  I  would  call  the 
expulsive  power  of  a  new  political  idea. 
We  must  bring  forward  some  new  idea  cal- 
culated to  drive  out  of  the  minds  of  the 
people  some  error  which  has  found  root 
there.  If  honorable  members  opposite  be- 
lieve that  some  kind  of  socialistic  maggin 
has  got  into  the  craniums  of  the  people  whu 
have  sent  us  hfeie  to  give  expression  to  our 
views  by  legislation,  their  only  way  to  re- 
medy that  condition  of  affairs  is  to  Bnd 
this  new  expulsive  power  j  new  ideas  and  a 
new  policy  that  will  take  the  place  of  what 
is  erroneous  in  our  poliq-.  That  bein^' 
so.  I  ask  where  are  the  expulsive  forces 
in  the  policy  of  the  present  Go^-em- 
ment.  Is  there  an  original  idea  in 
anything  they  have  put  before  us? 
Their  policy  speaks  for  itself  in  its  bald- 
ness, bareness,  and  barreimess-  It  is  baM 
barren,  and  bare  of  anv  original  ideas.  So 
far  as  good  legislation  is  concerned,  we  hate 
nothing  to  hope  for  and  nothing  to  expt-T 
from  this  combination.  The  predecessors 
of  the  present  Government  had  a  positive, 
well-deftned  polic\-.  We  knew  where  we 
were  going  and  what  we  wanted.  The  on"v 
positive  matter  in  the  policy  of  the  present 
Government  is  that  which  has  been  filched 
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from  their  predecessors,  and  it  is  put  for- 
ward merely  as  a  subterfuge  to  enable  them 
to  hold  oflBce,  without  doing  anything  for 
the  good  of  the  country.  Theirs  is  a  laisses 
faire  policy,  or,  as  a  friend  of  mine  used  to 
put  it,  a  policy  "more  lazy  than  fair."  If 
honorable  gentlemen  opposite  had  any  in- 
tention of  f^ing  anything  good  for  the  coun- 
trv,  they  would  have  brought  in  some  mea- 
sure which  would  have  filled  the  bUnk,  and 
would  not  have  taken  up  the  position  of 
carrying  through  a  Bill  in  which  they  do 
not  believe.     As  I  have  said  before,  they 
have  dealt  with  the  Conciliation  and  Arbi- 
tration Bill  in  such  a  way  that  it  is  now 
like  a  ship  sent  to  sea  with  an  explosive  in 
her  hold,  so  that  when  she  goes  a  certain 
distance  it  will  blow  her  up  and  sink  her. 
They  have  put  a  clause  in  the  Bill  which 
will  render  it  absolutely  worthless,  and  what 
is  worse  than  all,  they  are  perfectly  con- 
Bcious  of  what  they  are  doing,  and  their  ob- 
ject is  only  to  betray  the  people  that  they 
mav  be  able  later  on  to  turn  round  and  tell 
them  that  a  conciliation  and  arbitration  law 
is  of  no  use  for  the  settlement  of  disputes, 
and  that  it  only  creates  disputes  and  strikes. 
Preference  to  unionists  is  what  I  am  arguing 
for,  and  it  is  the  only  point  of  difference 
between  honorable  members  on  either  side. 
Still  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  models  of  an 
Arbitration  and  Conciliation  Bill  which  we 
hare  in  the  Acts  in  force  in  Western  Austra* 
lia,  New  South  Wales,  and  New  Zealand. 
I  say  that  without  it  our  Bill  is  not  worth 
the  paper  on  which  it  is  written.  It  is  be- 
cause we  know  what  we  have  to  expect  from 
the  present  Government  that  we  affirm  that 
they  have  not  the  confidence  of  the  House. 
Be\ond  all  doubt,  the  great  majority  of 
honorable  members  on  both  sides  were  re- 
turned at  the  last  election  for  the  express 
purpose  of  carrying  a  Conciliation  and  Ar- 
bitration Bill.     Here      have  been  wrang- 
ling over  minor  matters,  and  have  nc^ 
shown  any  earnestness  or  zeal  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  people  by  placing  on  the  statute- 
book  a  measure  calculated  to  settle  the  dis- 
putes which  may  arise  between  capital  and 
labour.     I  do  not  know  that  I  should  try 
to  anticipate  any  further  action  on  the  part 
of  the  Xlinistry.     Whatever  the  subsequent 
fate  of  the  Ministry  may  be,  it  need  not  en- 
ter into  our  calculations.    We  are  here  in  the 
place  in  which  it  is  required  of  us  to  speak 
what  we  believe,  and  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  reiterating  that  the  present  Ministry  has 
demonstrated,  and  is  still  demonstrating 
that  it  has  not  the  confidence  of  the  House. 
It  does  not  represent  one-third  of  the  mem- 


bers of  the  House,  and  by  its  policy  it  has 
shown  that  it  has  no  initiatory  power.  It 
has  had  an  opportunity  to  bring  forward 
a  positive  polic>"  that  would  commend  it- 
self to  the  intelligence  of  the  people,  and 
it  has  utterly  failed  to  take  advantage  of 
that  opportunity.     It  has  simply  adopted 
a  part  of  the  policy  of  its  piedecessors,  and 
has  in  no  way  sought  to  improve  upon  it. 
Whatever  the  fate  of  the  Government  may 
be  as  the  result  oi*  the  coming  division,  I 
cannot  say,  but  I  earnestly  hope  that  it 
will  be  speedily  consigned  to  the  shades 
of  opposition,  where  it  will  be  unal)le  to 
make  a  farce  of  Commonwealth  legislation 
and    administration.     We  are  at  present 
seeking  for  legislation  that  will  settle  our 
industrial  disputes,  and  bring   about  in- 
dustrial peace.     The  very  essence  of  our 
existence  as  a  Parliament  is  the  pledge  to 
carry  out  a  measure  to  that  end.  Instead 
of  proceeding  to  enact  such  legislation,  we 
are  wrangling,  and  are  not  in  earnest.  I 
hope  that  the  charge  of  want  of  sincerity 
which  may  be  levelled  against    us,  will 
shortly  be  removed  by  the  advent  of  a  Go- 
vernment, whether  we  have  to  go  to  the 
country  for  it,  or  can  get  it  from  this 
House,  that  will  show  that  it  is  in  earnest, 
and  bent  upon  business,  and  that  will  not 
seek  to  make  a  sham  of  what  is  recognised 
to  be  the  one  method  by  means  of  which 
we  can  right  what  is  wrong,   make  our 
country  peaceful,  and  work  out  the  greatest 
happiness  to  the  greatest  number.    As  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan  is  now 
present,  I  repeat  that  the  Bill  of  which 
he  claimed  to  be  the  father,  contains  pre- 
ference to  unionists.      I  refer  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  to  the  decision  of  the 
Chief  Justice  of  New  Zealand*.      I  main- 
tain that  he  did  not  know  what  were  the 
contents  of  his  own  Bill,  or  he  would  have 
known  that  by  implication,  as  Chief  Jus- 
tice Stout  put  it,  it  is  intended  to  be  a 
means  of  settling  disputes   between  em- 
ployers and  employes,  and  not  between 
employers  and  persons  who  are  not  as- 
sctciated  with  any  union.      I  hope  that 
Chief  Justice  Stout's  decision  will  be  care- 
fully read  by  the  right  honorable  member 
for  Swan,  who  will  then  see  that  he  has 
made  a  mistake,  and  that  he  did  not 
know  what  were  the  contents  of  his  Bill. 
He  gave  to  Western  Australia  a  measure 
which  is  more  far-reaching  in  its  provisions 
than  he  has  suspected.     We  intend  to  fol- 
low the  good  example  of  Western  Australia, 
and  New  South  Wales,  and  have  preference 
to  unicmists  implied,  if  not  expressed,  in  our 
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Bill,  otherwise  it  would  be  absolutely  useless. 
I  do  not  intend  to  detain  the  House  much 
longer.    I  have  referred  to  the  cry  of  anti- 
Socialists  which  has  been  raised  here  against 
lis,  and  shown,  I  think,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  every  thinking  man,  that,  as  His 
Majesty  the   King  has  said,  we  are  all 
Socialists  nowadays.     That  is  not  an  idle 
passing  remark,  but  an  observation  of  one 
who  sees  the  great  forces  at  work.  Inas- 
much as  men  seek  everywhere  for  legisla- 
tive remedies  against  the  evils  which  are 
upon  us,  to  that  extent  they  are  Socialists. 
I  have  also  referred  to  the  cwnbination 
which  is  positive  in  this  House.     I  have 
spoken  of  the  unholy  alliance  which  has 
sprung  up  between  men  who  have  nothing  in 
common,  and  everything  at  variance,  be- 
tween ultra  protectionists,  and  ultra  free- 
traders, who  have  sunk  their  personal  con- 
victicHis  fot  the  purpose  of  "  downing  "  a 
third  party.     I  hope  that  we  shall  have  a 
speedy  end  to  this  alliance,  and  that  we  shall 
get  into  a  rarer  atmosphere  with  a  positive 
policy.     We  have  to  call  in  a  third  party 
to  determine  the  points  at  issue.     We  have 
to  appeal  to  the  electors,  not  because  we 
differ,  but  because  we  are  so  much  agreed. 
We  have  all  professed  to  be  in  favour  of 
conciliation  and  arbitration,  and  it  is  be- 
cause we  are  in  such  close  touch  that  there  is 
no  line  of  demarcation.     I  long  to  see  the 
day  when  we  shall  have,  on  the  one  hand, 
a  straight,  consistent,  logical  conser^'ative 
policy,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  a  straight, 
consistent,  logical  democratic  policy.    I  long 
to  see  the  day  when  we  shall  have  a  clear 
line  of  demarcation,  when  men  shall  be 
divided  by  principle,  and  not  by  self-seek- 
ing or  mercenary  motives.     Measures,  and 
not  men,  I  repeat,  must  be  the  determining 
factor.    When  a  party  is  prepared  to  come 
forward  with  measures  which  will  ccwnmend 
themselves  to  the  intelligence,  the  conscience, 
and  the  reason  of  men,  then  we  shall  find 
the  electors  on  their  side.    But  while  a 
party  has  no  remedies  for  the  ills  around 
us,  then  they  will  always  fee  in  a  chronic 
minority,  as  they  ought  to  be.    We  require 
measures,  not  men,  to  determine  who  shall 
rule.    Under  the  present  system  one  class 
of  men   get   into  power  by  a  side  wind  , 
and  bv  accident,  when  there  are  no  clear 
issues  before  the  country.   There  is  no  issue 
before  the  country  at  the  present  time.  We 
are  suffering  here,  not  because  we  comprise 
three  parties,  but  because  we  form  one 
party.     We  are  suffering  here  because  we 
are  alj  agreed,  or  profess  to  be  agreed,  that 
conciliation  and  arbitration  is  a  right  and 
Mr,  Ronald. 


proper  principle  to  enact.  If  men  were 
logical  they  would  see  that  once  we  start 
upon  a  course  of  conciliation  and  arbitra- 
tion there  can  be  no  possible  halting  place 
until  we  land  ourselves  in  unionism.  The 
employers  are  in  unioa  If  a  dispute  were 
to  arise  (m  the  railways  of  a  State  the  Com- 
missioners as  a  party  would  represent  the 
State  before  the  Court,  and  unless  the  rail- 
way men  were  in  a  unitm  they  would  stand 
as  units.  Unions  must  in  the  very  nature 
of  things  exist,  and  we  caimot  have  a  Con- 
ciliation and  Arbitration  Court  without 
them.  They  are  the  prime  requisite,  the 
first  step  towards  a>nciliati<»i.  Unless  the 
Court  is  empowered,  by  implication,  as  in 
Western  Australia,  if  not  by  express  words, 
to  grant  preference  to  unionists  

Sir  John  Forrest. — Xa 

Mr.  RONALD.— The  right  honorable 
member  sets  himself  up  against  the  collec- 
tive wisdom  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New 
Zealand. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— We  have  a  decision 
to  the  contrary  by  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Western  Australia. 

Mr.  RONALD.— The  right  honorable 
member  has  admitted  that  the  Act  of  Wes- 
tern Australia  was  modelled  on  the  lines  of 
the  New  Zealand  Act,  and  the  Kew  Zea- 
land Court  decided  that  the  power  to  grant 
preference  to  unionists  is  conferred  upon  the 
Court,  and  yet  he  declares  that  no  sudi 
power  is  contained  in  the  Act  of  Western 
Australia. 

Where  ignorance  is  bliss, 
'Tis  folly  to  be  wise. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^The  Supreme  Court 
of  Western  Australia  has  ruled  against  that 
view. 

Mr.  RONALD.— The  right  honorable 
member  will  find  that  the  power  is  ctm- 
tained  in  the  Act,  whenever  an  appeal  is 
made  to  the  High  Court  of  Australia.  All 
sane  men  and  impartial  Judges  will  affirm 
that  the  power  to  grant  preference  to  union- 
ists is  possessed  by  the  Arbitration  Court  of 
Western  Australia,  although  the  right  hon- 
orable member  does  not  seem  to  know  that 
it  is.  We  hail  with  delight  the  opportunity 
of  putting  an  issue  before  the  people,  be- 
cause it  is  utterly  absurd  to  conceive  of  any 
negative  alliance.  Our  industries  are  lan- 
guishing, and  our  streets  'are  crowded  with 
the  unemployed  I  was  not  a  party  to  any 
fiscal  truce.  In  my  constituency,  perhaps 
more  than  in  any  other  in  the  Comraon- 
we:ilth.  employment  is  reduced  by  one-thiid 
through  the  operation  of  the  Tariff,  which  is 
"  neither  fish,  fiesh,  nor  good  red  herrioi:.." 
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Fiscal  truce  or  no  fiscal  truce,  it  is  high 
time  that  Parliament  set  itself  to  see  if 
something  cannot  be  done  to  counteract 
the  baneful  influences  which  were  at 
work  when  the  Tariff  was  being  framed. 
This  will  never  be  done  so  Icmg  as  the  pre- 
sent Government  are  in  power.  Their  idea 
of  preference  is  the  reduction  of  duties  in 
favour  of  the  mother  country,  whereas  our 
idea — and  the  sooner  it  is  known  the  better 
— is  the  raising  of  duties  against  the 
foreigner.  The  latter  is  the  ot»y  prefer- 
ence which  would  be  found  to  be  of  any 
value,  and  it  is  urgently  needed.  I  be- 
lieve that  at  the  present  time  there  is  some 
indication  that  if  that  assurance  were 
given  to  the  mother  country,  it  would 
help  the  cause  there.  We  are  very 
gratified  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Hume  has  givsi  notice  of  his 
motion.  The  division  on  it  will  show 
who  are  the  protecticsiists  and  who 
are  the  free-traders  in  this  House ;  who  are 
the  friends  of  Australian  industry,  and  who 
are  the  foreign  traders.  I  shall  be  very 
much  surpris«i  if  some  of  the  very  pro- 
nounced protectionists  who  now  sit  on  the 
Treasury  benches,  having  joined  a  free-trade 
Ministry,  go  back  on  their  professions  in 
favour  of  preferential  duties.  In  any  case, 
the  debale  will  clear  the  air,  and  I  hail 
with  delight  the  prospect  of  a  division  on 
the  question.  It  will  settle/,  once  and  for 
all,  whether  a  man  can  sit  with  a  free-trade 
Government  and  vote  free-trade,  and  yet  re- 
present a  protectionist  constituency,  which 
is  an  anomaly  and  a  contradiction. 

Sir  John  Fobsest. — Yet  the  honorable 
member  voted  to  oust  a  protectionist  Go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  RONALD.— The  right  honorable 
member  has  said  a  great  deal  about  our 
alliance.  He  has  twitted  the  Labour  Party 
with  being  a  patchwork  party,  and  has  said 
that  we  have  as  many  free-traders  as  pro- 
tectionists in  our  ranks,  which  he  maintains 
is  as  anomalous  as  the  position  of  the  pre- 
sent Ministerial  party.  But  there  is  a  grelat 
difference  between  the  alliance  of  the 
Labour  Party  and  that  of  the  Government 
Party.  The  members  of  the  Labour  alli- 
ince  have  many  things  in  common ;  but  hon- 
orable members  opposite  have  nothing  in 
Mmmon,  except  that  they  are  opposed  to  the 
Labour  Party.  Take  our  friends  who 
:iave  come  over  to  us,  the  Liberal  Protec- 
ionists.  They  are  the  men  who  have  been 
the  pioneers  of  industrial  legislhtion  in 
(Victoria. 

8  I 


Mr.  McCay. — What  about  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Ballarat  and  the 
Treasurer  ? 

Mr.  RONALD.— The  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat  has  not  come 
over  to  us.  I  was  referring  to  the  IxHiorable 
member  for  Melbourne  Ports,  than  whom 
no  man  in  the  country  has  been  a  closer 
student  of  the  exact  literature  of  indus- 
trialism and  fiscalism.  He  is  a  man  who 
would  be  a  host  in  himself  anywhere,  so 
far  as  information  is  concerned,  and  he 
speaks  as  one  having  authority.  We  are 
glad  to  find  that  a  man  of  his  convictions, 
is  in  harmony  with  us.  I  told  him  year* 
ago  that  he  would  ultimately  find  a  rest- 
ing place  with  the  Labour  Party,  because 
their  aims  and  objects  were  in  harmon] 
with  his  own.  The  honorable  member  foi 
Bourke  also  is  a  very  active,  energetic, 
progressive,  up-to-date  young  man.  We 
have  weeded  out  some  of  the  fossils.  We 
did  not  expect  that  thev  would  keep  pace 
with  the  times,  and  join  the  new  party. 
We  have  acquired  the  men  whose  future  is 
before  them,  while  we  have  left  those  whose 
future — to  use  an  Irishism — is  behind  them. 
Our  ideas  are  thc»e  of  the  young  men, 
and  the  flowing  tide  is  with  us,  while  hon- 
orable members  opposite  are  being  borne 
back  by  the  eU)-tide.  If  our  alliance  goes 
to  the  country,  and  works  unitedly,  we  shall 
show  Australia  that  there  are  but  two  po- 
litical parties — the  Progressives  and  the  Re- 
trogressives,  the  Liberals  and  the  Conserva- 
tives, or  the  Labour  members  and  the  Con- 
servatives. I  care  not  what  terms  may 
be  adopted,  so  long  as  we  are  divided  into 
parties  by  measures,  without  consideration 
of  personnel.  With  us  there  is  no  craving 
for  office,  no  thirsting  for  position.  We 
are  here  in  the  place  where  we  are  re- 
quired of  conscience  to  speak  the 
truth,  to  say  what  we  think  should  be 
done  in  the  interests  of  the  community. 
We  have  no  desire  to  displace  Ministers 
merely  for  the  sake  of  doing  so.  What 
we  wish  is  to  see  measures  placed  on  the 
statute-book  which  will  redound  to  the 
credit  of  those  who  have  framed  them,  and 
will  benefit  the  people  whom  we  represent. 
If  such  measures  are  to  be  passed,  this 
House  must  naturally  be  divided  into  two 
parties — the  p^-ogressives  'and  the  retro- 
gressives.  So  far  as  the  present  Govern- 
ment are  concerned,  they  have  not  yet  had 
time  to  commit  themselves  to  important 
acts  of  administration;  but  no  doubt  if 
they  are  left  in  office  long  enough,  their 
administration  will  be  on  a  par  with  the 
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administraticHi  of  some  of  the  Ministers  else- 
where. Although  the  policy  of  a  White 
Australia  has  not  met  with  any  organized 
opposition  in  this  Chamber,  we  know  that 
some  honorable  members  who  had  not  the 
courage  to  denounce  it,  or  to  vote  against 
it,  nevertheless  dislike  it,  and  when  legis- 
lation has  not  the  sympathy  of  those  in- 
trusted with  its  administration,  opportuni- 
ties will  be  taken  to  make  it  null  and  void. 
I  shall  not  enter  into  the  case  of  the  six 
hatters,  or  of  the  six  potters,  but  I  know 
that  when  a  measure  is  administered  by 
one  who  is  not  in  sympathy  with  it,  it  is 
sure  to  be  badly  administeredi.  I  am  glad 
that  in  this  Administrati(»i  we  have  a  pro- 
tectionist in  charge  of  a  protectionist  Tariff. 
For  twelve  or  fifteen  years  in  Victoria, 
prior  to  Federation,  although  we  had  a  far- 
reaching  protectionist  Tariff,  we  had  ultra- 
free-traders  administering  it.  I  am  glad 
that  to  that  extent  the  Government 
have  shown  a  desire  to  harmonize  the 
administration  with  the  spirit  of  the 
law,  although  I  do  not  know  that  their 
action  has  been  strictly  in  accord  with  free- 
trade  principles.  I  do  not  know  how  the 
Prime  Minister  can  consent  to  have  the  Cus- 
tans  Department  administered  by  a  col- 
league of^ whose  policy  he  does  not  approve. 
I  trust  that  the  good  feeling  hitherto  ex- 
hibited during  this  debate  will  continue, 
and  that  honorable  members  will  persevere 
in  their  ^orts  to  maintain  a  high  standard 
of  debate.  We  live  in  a  rarer  atmosphere 
than  do  the  politicians  of  the  States,  and 
pre  should  leave  old  feuds  behind  us.  The 
representatives  of  Victoria  have  had  their 
differences,  but  have  shown  mutual  re- 
spect, and  have  refrained  from  those 
personal  recriminations  which  have  been 
indulged  in  by  representatives  of  New 
South  Wales.  I  hope  that  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan  will  see  the  error 
of  his  ways,  and  that  he  will  realize  tiat, 
in  order  to  be  consistent,  he  must  renounce 
his  allegiance  to  the  Government,  and  vote 
in  favour  of  giving  preference  to  unionists. 
The  Labour  Partv  have  been  bitterly  at- 
tacked by  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan  for  having  thrown  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  the  passing  of  the  Kalgoorlie  to 
Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey  Bill. 

Mr.  Fisher. — That  is  an  election  squib. 

Mr.  RONALD.— No  doubt  it  is,  and  it 
will  be  assessed  at  its  proper  worth  in  Wes- 
tern Australia.  I  would  remind  the  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan  that  he  was  in 
oflBce  for  three  years,  and  yet  did  nothing  to 
promote  the  survey  of  the  proposed  railway. 


He  has  reproached  the  honorable  member 
for  Coolgardie  with  having  failed  to  use  his 
influence  with  the  leader  of  the  OppositioQ 
to  induce  him  to  stay  his  hand  in  r^ard  to 
the  want-of-confidence  moti(xi,  until  the 
measure  referred  to  had  been  passed.  If 
the  matter  was  so  urgent  as  represented,  the 
right  hcHiorable  gentleman  should  have  takai 
action  whilst  he  was  a  Minister.  I  venture 
to  say  that  the  present  Government  will  not 
bestir  themselves  very  much  in  the  matter, 
because  there  is  a  great  c(»ifiict  of  opinioD 
amongst  Ministers  regarding  the  deaia- 
bility  of  constructing  the  railway.  I  have  oo 
desire  to  prolcmg  this  debate.  I  am  verv 
anxious  to  know  how  the  vote  will  ga  I 
believe  that  noses  have  been  counted,  and 
that  one  hcmorable  member  holds  the  fate 
of  this  Parliament  in  his  hands.  We  are 
all  anxious  to  see  how  that  honorable  mem* 
her  will  cast  his  vote,  and  I  trust  that  we 
shall  speedily  obtain  the  denied  infoima' 
tion.  The  sooner'we  have  a  good  thunder- 
storm to  clear  the  political  atmosphere,  the 
sooner  shall  we  get  rid  of  the  OHifustoo 
which  now  ^sts,  not  because  of  our  de- 
clared differences,  but  cm  account  cl  our  pro- 
fessed agreement.  In  my  student  days,  I 
was  told  that  if  men  were  logical  and  could 
agree  with  regard  to  their  definitions,  it 
was  quite  impossible  for  them  to  differ; 
they  were  bound  to  oxne  into  agreement  if 
they  were  logical.  I  would  urgenil} 
appeal  to  honorable  members  to  cm- 
sider  wh^er  the  interests  of  the  axB* 
munity  would  be  best  served  by  permitting 
the  present  Government  to  remain  in  office. 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  thev 
should  not  be  allowed  to  remain  there  fu 
one  day  longer,  because  they  have  given  ab- 
solutely no  indication  that  they  are  capable 
of  initiating  legislation  calculated  to  improve 
the  present  condition  of  affairs. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — They  are  only  a  job  lot 
Mr.  RONALD.— I  am  glad  that  that  ex- 
pression  has  fallen  from  the  honorable  mein- 
ber,  because  it  conveys  what  I  should  like 
to  say  Q^self.  No  ccmbinatioD  can  be  a 
sound  (me  that  oxitains  sudi  an  out-and-oirt 
free-trader  as  the  Prime  Minister,  and  sudi 
a  pronounced  protectiwiist  as  the  Minister 
of  Trade  and  Customs. 

Mr.  Kelly. — What  about  the  honcHable 
member  for  Melbourne  Ports,  and  the  bon< 
orable  and  learned  member  fw  West  Syd- 
ney? 

Mr.  RONALD. — They  have  ne\er  been 
colleagues  in  a  Ministry.  Besides,  those  hon- 
orable members  have  many  things  in  common. 
Apart  from  mere  fiscalism,  there  are  many 
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points  upon  which  'democrats  can  agree.  In 
the  case  of  the  Ccmservatives,  however^  the 
positim  is  very  different.  There  is  nothing 
else  upon  which  they  can  agree,  except  it 
be  a  mere  negation  of  the  platform  of  the 
Labour  Party.  The  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  West  Sydney  and  the  honor- 
able member  for  Melbourne  Ports,  are  as 
far  apart  as  the  poles  upon  the  fiscal  issue, 
but  are  well  able  to  agree  upon  most  other 
matters.  We  have  read  in  text  books  of 
extremes  meeting.  That  is  not  a  mere 
figure  of  speech — it  is  a  fact. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Will  the  hcHurable 
member  produce  his  authority  ? 

Mr.  RONALD. — I  can  pc»nt  to  many  in 
stances  in  which  extremes  meet  I  main- 
tain that  it  is  quite  posable  for  men  en- 
tertaining widely  different  views  upon  the 
question  of  free-trade  versus  protection  to 
be  perfectly  at  one  in  regard  to  working 
for  the  happiness  of  the  greatest  number. 
But  I  would  remind  honorable  members  op- 
p<»ite  of  the  great  radical  distinction  be- 
tween the  Labour  Party  and  their  own 
combination.  In  the  Labour  Party  we  are 
prepared  to  sink  the  fiscal  issue.  I  am 
not  prepared  to  sacrifice  my  deep-rooted 
protectionist  principles,  and  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  West  Sydney  is  not 
willing  to  forego  his  own  fiscal  views.  We 
can  agree  to  differ  upon  questions  of  that 
kind.  The  free-trade  members  in  the 
Latiour  Party  are  prepared  to  say  to  their 
protectionist  friends,  "  You  prove  to  us 
that  any  reduction  of  the  existing  Tariff 
will  act  disastrously  to  labour  interests,  and 
we  are  ready  to  Ifx^  into  the  matter." 

Mr.  WzLXS.— How  does  the  honorable 
member  intend  to  prove  it  ? 

Mr.  RONALD.— I  think  that  the  matter 
can  be  easily  proved.  The  present  state  of 
established  industries  will  soon  demonstrate 
that  the  existing  Tariff  is  working  disas- 
trously. There  is  only  one  remedy  to  ap- 
ply, and  that  remedy  is  to  be  found  in  a  re- 
turn to  a  national  protective  policy.  Those 
protectionists  who  have  allied  themselves 
with  the  present  Adminstration  have  no  hope 
of  improving  existing  conditions,  by  secur- 
ing an  increase  in  the  Tariff  duties,  because 
they  constitute  a  minority  of  the  coalition, 
and  must  continue  to  do  so.  The  protec- 
tionists have  some  hope  of  salvati(xi  from  us, 
but  they  have  none  from  those  who  have 
gone  over  to  the  camp  of  the  enemy.  There 
is  all  the  difference  in  the  world  between 
trying  to  take  up  a  neutral  position  in  any 
combination,  and  going  straight  over  to  the 
enemy.  Our  protectionist  friends  who  have 
8  I  2 


allied  themselves  with  the  Labour  Party 
have  done  so  to  assist  the  protectionist 
cause,  whereas  those  who  have  associated 
themselves  with  the  free-traders  opposite, 
have  surrendered  their  protectionist  prin- 
ciples. They  can  never  hope  for  a  revi- 
sion of  the  Tariff  from  the  party  which  is 
at  present  in  power.  I  am  very  sorry  that 
such  advocates  of  protection,  as  our  highly- 
esteemed  and  respected  Treasurer,  and  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  should 
have  gone  back  upon  the  convicticms  of  a 
life-time.  I  am  perfectly  certain  that,  so 
far  as  any  good  which  they  can  render  to 
the  protectionist  cause  is  ccmcerned,  they 
will  WOOD,  discover  that  they  might  just  as 
well  be  avowed  free-traders.  I  feel  sorry 
that  the  old  system  which  compelled  men 
upon  accepting  Ministerial  office,  to  go  be- 
fore their  constituents  no  longer  exists,  be- 
cause I  am  perfectly  certain  that  had  it 
been  operative,  protectionist  constituencies 
would  never  have  indorsed  the  action  of 
these  gentlemen  in  joining  a  F  ree- 
trade  Ministry.  I  believe  that,  at  the 
coming  election,  protectionist  electors 
will  once  more  assert  themselves  by  de- 
claring that  they  do  not  believe  in  a 
man  attempting  to  serve  two  masters.  I 
repeat  that  the  present  Administratitm  does 
not  possess  the  confidence  of  this  House, 
and  I  do  not  believe  that  it  possesses  the 
confidence  of  the  country.  At  any  rate, 
I  am  prepared  to  take  the  responsibility  of 
my  action  in  voting  against  it.  I  believe 
that,  as  the  result  of  a  general  election,  we 
shall  obtain  the  services  of  a  Govermnent 
which  will  give  legislative  effect  to  the  de- 
sires and  aspirations  of  the  people. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter).— As  you  are 
aware,  sir.  I  db  not  often  trouble  the 
House,  and  when  I  do  speak  I  never  de- 
tain honorable  members  at  any  great  length. 
But  this  particular  crisis  is  an  occasion  on 
which  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty,  not  only  to 
myself,  but  to  my  constituents  and  to  the 
Commonwealth,  to  express  my  opinion.  We 
have  just  listened  to  a  very  lengthy,  clear, 
lucid,  and  terse  speech  from  the  honorable 
and  reverend  member  for  Southern  Mel- 
bourne. I  waited  many  hours  this  after- 
noon in  the  hope  of  finding  some  point  in 
the  honorable  member's  remarks  on  which 
I  might  hang  some  observatiws  of  my  own, 
but  I  must  confess  that,  after  listening  to 
him  from  start  to  finish,  I  have  failed, 

.  with'  one  exception     The  honorable  mem- 
ber spoke  of  the  honorable  member  for 

■  Bourke,  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Melbourne  Ports,  as  if  they  were  his  friaids 
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and  brothers.  Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber recollect  the  position  those  honorable 
members  took  up  during  the  election  ?  Does 
he  remember  how  they  then  abused  the 
Labour  Party  ?  And  yet  on  this  occa- 
sion we  find  honorable  members  opposite 
joining  forces,  and  becoming  as  it  were 
"  heavenly  twins." 

Mr.  Tudor. — Can  the  honorable  mem- 
ber remember  tEe  Minister  of  Customs  abus- 
ing the  Pr^e  Minister? 

Mr.  Bamforo. — ^And  vice  versa,- 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— I  shall  deal  with  that 
matter  later.  Just  now,  only  by  chance, 
i  picked  up  a  Hansard  from  the  table, 
and  at  the  first  page  I  opened,  I  found  the 
following  remarks  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Melbourne  Ports: — 

The  idea  in  the  mind  of  free-traders  that  we 
are  oaly  anxious  to  avail  ourselves  of  this  oppor- 
tunity for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  increased  pro- 
tection without  making  any  concessiona  is  alto- 
gether erroneous.  We  are  prepared,  after  due 
and  careful  consideration,  to  make  ctmcessions  to 
the  old  country,  and  I  am  sure  that,  by  mutual 
concessions  and  mutual  consideration,  a  great  deal 
can  be  done  to  foster,  not  only  the  industries  and 
agriculture  of  the  Commonwealth,  but  also  the 
industries  and  agriculture  of  the  old  country. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Hear,  hear  !  I  have  no- 
thing to  withdraw. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— I  ask  the  honorable 
member  for  Melbourne  Ports  how  he  can 
reconcile  those  remarks  with  the  abuse 
that  he  heaped  on  the  leader  of  this  Go- 
vernment, because  he  was  not  satisfied  with 
the  attitude  of  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man on  the  questicHi  of  preferential  trade? 
I  wish  to  say  that  I  have  no  objection,  from 
a  constitutional  point  of  view,  to  the  sub- 
mission of  the  motion  now  before  the 
House.  The  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion— the  leader  of  the  Labour  Party 
—has  a  perfect  right  to  take  up  the  atti- 
tude he  has  assigned,  so  far  as  constitu- 
tional usage  is  concerned.  But  I  protest 
against  the  indecent  haste  with  which  that 
motion  has  been  submitted.  I  protest  against 
thd  uselessness  and  the  iniquity  of  the  mo- 
tion. I  protest  against  its  uselessness,  be- 
cause we  know  that  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition cannot  possibly  succeed.  Do  not  the 
members  of  the  so-called  Liberal -Labour 
alliance  base  their  hopes  on  the  vote  of  one 
single  honorable  member?  Do  they  imagine 
for  one  moment  that  that  honorable  mem- 
ber is  going  to  vote  with  them  ? 

Mr.  Groom.— He  might  vote  the  other 
wav. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber publicly  stated  that  he  would  not  vote 
with  the  Labour  Party. 


Mr,  Groom. — ^When? 

Mr.  Mauger. — He  said  he  would  i-ote 
for  a  dissolution. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— I  believe  he  said  he 
would  vote  for  a  dissolution ;  but  I  do  iKit 
care  for  whom  he  votes,  because  I  am  satis- 
fied that  there  are  honorable  members  an 
the  benches  opposite  who  are  particularly 
anxious  that  there  should  not  be  a  disso- 
luticxi. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Hear,  hear !  And 
honorable  members  on  these  benches  tea 

M  r.  LI  DDELL.~Honorable  memben 
opposite  know  that  the  success  of  the  mo- 
tion would  sound  the  knell  of  their  own 
political  deaths.  They  know  well  that  the 
dangerous  weapons  with  which  they  seek  fo 
hurl  us  from  these  benches  will  but  rect»l 
on  themselves.  I  am  satisfied  that  what- 
ever their  interests,  or  the  interests  of  their 
constituents  may  be,  they  will,  if  they  arc 
wise  men,  make  an  effort  to  avoid,  by 
s(xne  means,  the  overthrow  of  the  Gorem- 
ment.  That  is  a  duty  they  owe,  not  only 
to  themselves,  but  to  the  country.  The 
overthrow  of  this  Govemmmt  after  so  brief 
a  term,  led,  as  that  Government  is,  by  one 
of  the  greatest  statesmen  of  our  age,  and 
representing,  as  it  does,  the  majority 
the  people  of  Australia,  would  be 
little  short  of  a  national  calamity.  I 
believe  that  in  making  that  statement 
I  am  voicing  the  thoughts  and  wishes  of 
the  majority  of  the  people  of  Australia. 
But  what  I  feel  most  is  that  this  mixed 
marriage — this  alliance  between  the  Labour 
P  arty  and  the  so-cal  led  P  rotect  iMiist  - 
Liberal  Party — is  simply  an  insult  to  pub- 
lic taste,  agaiiwt  whidi  I,  must  protest. 
Whv  one  party  to  this  alliance  should  gire 
to  themselves  the  name  of  Liboal  *'  I  do 
not  know,  seeing  that  the  Hcmorable  ntem- 
bers  on  the  Governknent  ride  are  the  liberals 
in  this  Parliament.  A  great  many  hcxioraUe 
members  on  this  side,  including  myself,  are 
satisfied — and  I  know  a  great  many  on  the 
Opposition  side  are  satisfied — that  when  the 
last  elections  were  fought,  the  country-  de- 
cided that  the  Tariff  question  should  be 
given  a  rest. 

Mr.  McDonald. — Nonsense  ! 

Mr.  LIDDELL.~I  claim  that  what  I 

say  is  not  nonsense. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  Labour  Party  alwavs 
give  the  Tariff  question  a  rest,  for  that 
own  safety. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— I  believe  that  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Hume,  the  htmaable 
and  learned  member  for  Darling  Downs, 
and,  further,  the  honpt^ble  number  for 
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Melbourne  Ports,  have  pronounced  in  favour 
of  a  rest  from  fiscal  strife.  In  support  of 
chat  statement,  I  ask  honorable  members 
to  give  die  their  attention  for  a  few  minutes 
^vhile  I  quote  from  Hansard;  and  a  better 
proof  I  do  not  think  could  be  asked.  I 
shall  quote,  first  of  all,  from  a  speech  by 
that  grand  old  warrior,  the  h(»iorable  mem- 
ber for  Hume,  a  gentleman  on  whose  opin- 
ions and  word  we  can  all  rely.  The  honor- 
able member  said — 

The  GoTemineDt  do  not  propose  to  raise  the 
fiscal  issuci  but  I  intend  to  maintain  my  prin- 
ciples. 

He  said  that  in  a  manly  way,  and  I  adtnire 
him  for  his  manliness. 

At  the  same  time,  I  shall  adhere  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  Prime  Minister  that  fmaX  peace  is  to 
be  preserved. 

That  was  the  pronouncement  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Hume.  It  is  recorded  in 
Hansard  at  page  535.  The  remark  was 
made  during  his  speech  on  the  Address-in- 
Reply-  Now  let  me  turn  to  what  was  said 
by  the  honorable  and  leamed  member  for 
l>arling  Downs.  I  will  condemn  him  out  of 
his  own  mouth.  He  said  on  the  15th  March 
of  this  year,  as  reported  in  Hansard^  page 
538- 

Another  question  which  has  been  definitely 
settled  so  far  as  Queensland  is  concerned — 

he  spoke  for  the  whole  of  his  State — 

is  that  there  shall  be  no  alteration  of  the  Tariff. 

What  could  be  plainer  than  that  ?  He  went 

on — 

I  believe  that  the  whole  of  Australia  regarded 
the  issue  as  being  whether  the  Tariff  was  to  re- 
main settled,  at  least  during  the  book-keeping 
period. 

Then  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
said  that  the  then  leader  of  the  Opposition 
— the  present  Prime  Minister — asked — 

for  the  deciuon  of  the  people,  and  he  has  ob- 
tained a  decision  which  is  cteai,  beyond  all  doubt. 
Could  anything  be  plainer  than  that  ?  Fur- 
ther, he  said — 

I  think  that  the  people  have  declared  that  it  is 
<le5irable  that,  until  the  book-keeping  period  has 
closed,  we  should  adhere  to  the  existing  Tariff. 
Now  let  me  take  the  honorable  member  for 
Melbourne  Ports.  I  will  quote  something 
•which  he  said  during  his  election  campaign. 
I  suppose  he  did  not  think  that  it  would 
be  brought  up  against  him.  After  saying 
that  the  Federal  Tariff  had  adversely  af- 
fected some  trades — he  was  probably  allud- 
ing to  the  hat  trade — the  hcmorable  mem- 
ber continued — 

While  recognising  this,  he  also  recognised  there 
was  infinitely  more  to  be  gained  by  a  period  of 
rest  than  by  re-opening  the  Tariff  question.  The 


rotectionisu  were  anxioas  to  give  the  new  Tariff  % 
ve  years'  trial,  but  that  was  what  the  free-traders 
were  afraid  of. 

That  was  said  in  December  last.  One 
might  travel  through  the  length  and  breadth 
of  New  South  Wales,  and,  although  there 
is  a  small  sprinkling  of  protectionists  there, 
the  almost  universal  opinion — although  we 
have  been,  as  it  were,  cheated  out  of  our 
birthright  and  subjected  to  a  high 
protectionist  Tariff  that  we  did  not 
want  — is  that  the  Tariff  question 
should  be  given  a  rest.  The  Sydney 
Chamber  of  Manufactures  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Council,  presided  over  by  Mr.  0.  C. 
Beaie,  the  High  Priest  of  protection,  dis- 
cussed the  possibility  of  the  re-opening  of 
the  Tariff,  and  it  is  reported  that  he  said — 

The  concensus  of  opinion,  so  far  as  the  New 
South  Wales  Chamber  is  concerned,  was  in  favour 
of  leaving  the  Tariff  alone  for  the  present,  in 
order  to  enable  the  Coalition  Ministry  to  proceed 
with  the  legislation  of  the  Commonwealth  upon 
the  terms  outlined  by  the  Keid-McLean  Ministry. 

^Ir  Groom. — ^The  same  chamber,  at  a 
joint  meeting  in  Brisbane,  assented  to  a  re- 
solution in  favour  of  the  re-opening  of  the 
Tariff  question,  and  Mr.  Beale  presided. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— I  think  I  have  con- 
clusively proved  by  the  quotations  which  I 
have  made,  and  by  my  arguments,  that  it 
was  practically  agreed  that  we  should  have 
fiscal  peace.  I  wish  to  know  why  the  ques- 
tion has  been  re-opened? 

Mr.  Mauoer. — Because  there  is  no 
peace. 

5Ir.  LIDDELL.— I  do  not  ask  for  an 
answer  from  the  Opposition  benches,  be- 
cause I  know  that  I  should  not  get  a  cor- 
rect one.  But  I  will  give  the  answer.  I 
am  perfectly  satisfied  that  this  question  has 
been  re- opened  at  this  particular  time  by 
ambitious  politicians  who  are  anxious  for 
place — ^who  are  fighting  for  place — who 
are  determined  to  gain  their  ends  by  any 
legitimate  means  that  may  be  open  to  thete. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Or  otherwise. 

Mr.  LIDDELL. — I  ask  honcaable  mem- 
bers opposite  whether  they  have  treated 
the  people  who  sent  them  here  fairly? 
I  ask  whether  they  are  doing  their 
duty  ?  I  do  not  think  so.  Not  only  is 
the  small  Tariff  re-opening  party  at  fault 
in  my  opinion,  but  I  also  think 
that  the  Labour  Party  are  not  doing 
their  duty  by  the  people  whom  they  re- 
present. Neither  are  they  acting  up 
to  their  principles.  In  proof  of  that 
statement,  I  will  quote  a  r^^rk  made  by 
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the  leader  of  the  Oppositicxi  on  the  4th 
March,  as  reported  in  Hansard,  page  188. 
The  honorable  member  said— 

So  far  as  the  Labour  Party  are  concerned  we 
regard  it  as  oseleis  to  think  of  taking  a  ahare 
of  the  responsibility  of  Government  unless  we 
have  in  this  Chamber  a  majority  of  members  who 
are  prepared  to  abide  by  the  programme  which 
we  have  put  before  the  coimtry. 

If  that  was  the  positi(»i  taken  up  by  the 
leader  of  the  Labour  Party»  then  I  ask 
him:    Why  do  we  find  his  party  to-day 

forming  an  alliance  with  a  few  protection- 
ists with  the  object  of  turning  the  present 
Government  out  of  office?  Furthermore,  I 
object  to  the  Labour  Party  on  the  ground 
that,  instead  of  standing  alone,  they  are 
constantly  obliged  to  form  alliances  with 
other  parties. 

Mr.  Thomas. — What  is  the  honorable 
member's  own  leader  doing  at  preswit? 

Mr.  LIDDELL. — He  is  doing  a  service 
to  the  country.  I  consider  that  the  Labour 
Party  is,  in  this  connexion,  little  better  than 
a  parasite. 

Mr.  Webster. — A  parasite? 

Mr.  LIDDELL— Yes;  for  the  benefit 
of  those  who  do  not  know  what  a  parasite  is, 
I  will  endeavour  to  explain.  It  is  a  plant 
which  has  not  sufficient  strength  to  grow 
by  itself,  and  is  therefore  obliged  to  fasten 
on  to  some  other  plant,  and  bv  that  means 
raise  itself  above  the  level  of  the  ground 
to  seek  air  and  light.  And,  strange  to 
say,  the  plant  to  which  it  clings  is  eventu- 
ally crushed,  and  perishes  by  the  action 
of  the  parasite.  I  can  premise  the  protec- 
ticmist  members  of  this  alliance — ttus  un- 
natural and  unholy  alliance — that  they  will 
eventually  be  crushed  by  the  Labour  Party, 
which  has  allied  itself  with  them. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  suppose  the  honorable 
member  is  very  sorry  for  that  ? 

Mr,  LIDDELL. — I  am»  sorry  for  my 
country.  Let  us  hark  back  a  little  to  see 
what  really  has  been  the  action  of  the 
Labour  Party,  which  boasts  that  it  represents 
the  working  men  of  Australia,  that  its  ob- 
ject is  the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest 
number,  and  that  in  its  view  the  welfare 
of  the  people  is  the  supreme  law.  The 
members  of  that  party  came  into  power 
by  accident ;  they  professed  themselves  re- 
luctant to  take  office.  They  did  not  repre- 
sent a  majority  in  this  Parliament,  but  a 
minority ;  and,  notwithstanding  that  fact, 
they  took  office.  Notwithstanding  also  the 
pronouncement  of  the  leader  of  the  party, 
that  they  would  never  dream  of  taking  the 
responsibilities  of  office  unless  they  had  a 
majority,  they  took  dSSxxu 


Mr.  Storbek. — They  were  able  to  htep 
a  quortim,  and  the  present  Government  nas 

not. 

Mr.  Joseph  Code. — What  an  interjec- 
tion to  come  all  the  way  from  Tasmania '. 

Mr.  LIDDELL. — It  came  frCHU  so  far 
away  that  imfortunately  I  did  not  catch  it. 
They  threw  themselves  upon  the  mescx  of 
this  House.  The^  said  they  did  not  seek 
office,  and  that,  in  fact,  they  were  very 
sorry  to  get  there.  I  believe  that  they 
were  very  swry  to  get  there. 

Mr.  Robinson. — ^They  weie  sony  10 
leave  there. 

Mr.  LIDDELL. — I  believe  they  were 
sorry  to  get  there,  because  in  their  old  role 
of  parasite  they  were  very  much  happier 
leaning  on  the  other  members  of  the  Op- 
position. Being  forced  into  a  position  of 
power  and  responsibility,  they  were 
obliged  to  make  the  most  of  it.  They  ha^e 
claimed  that  while  in  office  they  did  every- 
thing they  should  have  done,  but  now  that 
they  are  out  of  office  we  are  beginning  lo 
see  that  they  did  certain  things  which  they 
had  no  right  to  do.  I  ask  the  members 
of  this  party^  who  profess  to  l^jslate  not 
for  <»ie  class  in  particular  but  to 
secure  the  greatest  good  for  the  greatest 
number,  why,  in  putting  the  law  into  action 
in  the  case  of  the  six  potters,  they  prose- 
cuted the  employer  instead  of  prosecuting 
the  men  ? 

Mr.  Page. — If  it  is  not  right,  why  does 
not  the  Prime  Minister  call  his  dogs  off? 

Mr.  W11.KS. — Honorable  members  oppo- 
nte  said  that  the  Prime  Minister  instituted 
the  prosecution. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— I  should  like  to  notice 
one  or  two  remarks  which  were  made  by  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  on  Sunday  night. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Sunday  night? 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— For  my  part,  I  do  not 
approve  of  these  Sunday  night  political 
meetings.  I  do  not  think  it  is  at  all  digni- 
fied for  a  member  of  this  honorable  House, 
holding  the  position  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bland,  to  address  people  politically 
on  Sundays. 

Mr.  M^UGER. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber think  it  worse  than  Sundav  dinners? 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— I  think  'it  is  almost 
worse  than  pleasant  Sundav  afternocms. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  the  honorable 
member  for  Melbourne  Ports  believe  in  it? 

Mr.  Mauger. — No,  I  do  not ;  but  I  think 
there  are  a  great  manv  things  worse. 

Mr.  SPEAKER— The  honorable  meir- 
ber  for  Htmter  will  please  take  his  seat. 
On  several  occasions  to-day  I  have  called  ibf 
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House  to  order  on  account  of  cmvenations 
carried  on  across  the  Chamber.   Last  week 

also  I  twice  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  same  thing.  I  do  trust  that 
honorable  members  will  not  compel  me  to 
do,  what  I  am  most  reluctant  to  do,  and 
that  is  to  name  those  who  pernst  in  trans- 
gressing the  Standing  Orders. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— I  have  alluded  to  the 
Labour  Party  as  a  parasite  party.  And  I 
have  warned  the  small  Protectionist  Party 
opposite  that  they  will  probaft>ly  be  crushed 
by  the  Labour  Party.  In  view  of  my  al- 
lusion, I  ask  hcmwable  manbers  to  listen 
to  these  statements  made  by  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition.     He  said — 

If  we  were  to  have  got  anything  at  all,  the  only 
possible  method  was  by  an  alliance,  whether  tacit 
or  expressed,  with  one  or  other  of  the  older  and 

more  numerous  parties. 

There  is  the  parasitic  theory,  as  honorable 
inenibers  will  see.  The  Labour  Party 
cannot  get  on  without  support  from  some 
other  party. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Just  as  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter canned  get  on  without  the  supp(Xt 
the  honorable  member  for  Gippsland. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— Th(  ight  honorable 
gentleman  is  very  well  abK.  to  get  on  as  he 
is.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition  further 
said — 

In  a  fight  of  this  description,  I  am  willing  to 
accept  the  assistance  of  any  man — - 

the  honorable  gentleman  does  not  care 
what  man,  or  what  party  he  belongs  to, 
whether  he  is  a  free-trader  or  a  protection- 
ist, he  is  perfectly  satisfied.  He  further 
said— 

I  am  willing  to  accept  the  assistance  of  any 
man,  inside  or  outside,  who  was  against  the  com- 
mon enemy. 

I  should  like  honorable  members  opposite 
to  listen  to  this,  because  it  will  probably 
c»me  htMne  to  them— 

We  are,  it  is  true,  bound  to  use  our  inHuence 
to  prevent  opposition  by  our  party  to  those  who 
aie  allied  with  us. 

But  hear  this  statesmanlike  proposition? 

But  that  does  not  prevent  us  using  our  influence 
in  favour  of  any  man  whom  the  organizations  may 
decide  to  bring  forward. 

On  one  hand,  he  promises  his  support  to 
honorable  members  who  are  with  him  in 
this  unholy  alliance,  while,  on  the  other, 
he  shows  that  it  is  not  at  all  necessary 
for  him  to  support  them  when  the  elections 
come  on.    Further  cm,  he  said — 

With  regard  to  the  tobacco  monopoly,  a  Royal 
Commission  is  to  be  proposed,  and  my  own  view 
is  that  the  arguments  for  the  nationalization  of 
that  monopoly  are  so  overwhelming  that  I  have 
00  fear  as  to' the  finding  of  that  Commission. 


Mr.  Wiles. — Is  the  alliance  in  favour  of 
that? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dalley  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— This  brings  me  to  the 
discussion  of  one  of  the  planks  of  the 
Labour  Party,  which  is  the  nationalization 
of  what  are  practically  paying  in- 
dustries. The  members  of  the  Labour 
Party,  when  they  get  into  power — 
if  they  ever  do— pn^)0se  to  pick  out 
some  industry  whidi  men,  bv  lifelong 
energy  and  the  expenditure  of  t^^r  brains 
and  capital,  have  worked  up  into  a  paying 
concern,  and  take  it  over  for  the  purpose 
of  assisting  the  State.  Mark  you,  these 
are  the  men  who  are  going  to  legislate 
for  the  whole  people,  and  not  for  a  particu- 
lar class.  And  what  do  they  propose  to  do 
in  this  particular  instance?  They  actually 
propose  to  take  over  the  whole  tc^aoco  in- 
dustry, with  the  object  of  providing  for 
old-age  pensions.  Who  is  it  that  old-age 
pensicms  are  going  to  assist,  if  it  is  not  the 
Labour  Party?  It  is  the  men  who  form 
the  Labour  Party  who  will  ultimately  re- 
quire the  most  assistanci^  if  legislation  is 
allowed  to  go  (»i  in  the  course  which  they 
wish  it  to  take.  I  believe  that  honorable 
members  will  admit  that  in  Australia  we  are 
supplied  by  excellent  firms  with  excellent 
tobacoj.  No  better  tobacco  can  be  found 
in  any  part  of  the  world  than  that  which 
we  are  here  privileged  to  smoke.  I  speak 
from  experience,  having  tried  tobacco  in 
vaiious  other  parts  of  the  world.  H(hk»- 
able  members  will  not  find  in  any  other 
part  of  the  wwld  that  wages  in  the  industry 
are  higher  than  they  are  here. 

Mr.  Mauger.— They  are  shockingly  bad 
here;  the  honorable  member  <aJinot  know 
what  they  are,  or  he  would  not  say  that. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— On  the  best  authority 
I  am  in  a  position  to  say  that  the  wages 
paid  in  the  tobacco  indiutry  in  Austruia 
are  exceedingly  good. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^The  e!mploy&  are  not 
getting  a  living  wage. 

Mr.  LIDDELL. — I  can  inform  honor- 
able members  of  a  country  where  the  wages 
iu  the  industry  are  exceedingly  bad,  and 
where  the  industry  is  run  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Mauger. — What  are  the  rates  of 
wages  in  the  industry  here? 

Mr.  LIDDELL. — I  may  come  to  them 
by-and-by.  We  can  get  in  Australia  the 
best  tobacco  that  can  be  obtained  anywhere, 
and  it  can  be  purchased  at  a  reason^le 
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price,  whilst  the  men  and  women  working  in 
the  trade  are  not  sweated. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Can  the  bearable  mem- 
ber give  us  the  men's  wages?  I  shall  be 
able  to  get  them  for  him  to-morrow. 

Mr.  LIDDELI  1  have  them  all  here, 

but  it  does  not  suit  me  to  give  them  just 
now.  Let  us  take  the  example  of  the 
monopoly  of  the  tobacco  industry  in 
France.  There  the  tobacco  supplied  is  the 
worst  to  be  found  in  the  world ;  it  is  almost 
unsmokeable.  Not  only  that,  but  you  have 
to  pay  a  high  price  for  it,  and  the  people 
who  are  employed  in  its  manufacture  and 
sale  are  ground  down,  whilst  the  industry 
is  used  as  a  political  weapon  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  country.  It  was  the  idea  of 
Napoleon  I.  to  place  the  tobacco  industry 
under  the  Government,  so  as  to  give  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  great  power.  To- 
day the  Minister  has  this  power.  He  has 
the  power  to  take  over  all 'shops  giving  a 
piofit  of  over  jQ^q  a  year.  The  prefects 
in  various  districts  have  the  right  to  give 
licences  for  shops  which  make  less  than 
that ;  but  any  shop  making  a  profit  of  over 
^40  a  year  is  placed  in  the  gift  of  the  Min- 
ister of  the  Interior.  It  is  very  easy  to  see 
bowthenationalizaticHiof  such  a  trade  as  that 
places  great  power  in  the  hands  of  politicians. 
Of  course,  I  shall  be  told  that  if  the  State 
runs  this  industry  it  will  do  away  with  all 
political  influence.  That  has  not  proved  to 
be  the  case  in  countries  such  as  France  and 
Italy.  We  have  a  very  good  example  of  the 
political  influence  which  exists  in  the  case 
of  State-run  industries.  We  were  obliged 
to  put  our  railways  in  the  hands  of 
Commissioners,  in  order  to  avoid  political 
interferen(%.  I  claim  that  an  industry  which 
is  nationalized  and  run  by  the  Government 
is  not  managed  with  the  same  business 
ability  as  a  private  industry  is,  because  so 
much  depends  upon  personal  efi'ort.  In  the 
case  of  State-run  industries  the  management 
is  not  so  good  as  it  ought  to  be.  Take,  for 
example,  the  railways  and  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department.  I  claim  that 
our  railways  are  far  from  being  up- 
to-date,  because,  for  one  reason,  no 
refreshment  cars  are  attached  to  the 
trains.  I  am  satisfied  that  if  any  pri- 
vate axnpanies  were  running  these  rail- 
ways, and  there  was  anything  like  competi- 
tion, such  a  state  of  things  would  not  be 
allowed  to  exist.  Again,  before  we  under- 
take to  build  a  .railway  into  any  part  of  this 
country  we  require  to  be  satisfied  that  it 
will  pay  when  built.  Private  companies  do 
not  wait  in  order  to  find  out  whether  rail- 


ways are  likely  to  pay,  but  they  form  an 
idea  as  to  whether  they  will  pay  in  the 
future,  and  by  that  means  they  open  up 
new  country.  Furthermore,  we  should  hare 
a  series  of  light  railways,  which  would  act 
as  feeders  to  our  trunk  lines.  Under  pri- 
vate management  they  would  have  been 
constructed  long  ago.  The  Post  and  Tele- 
graph Department  is  conducted  in  the 
same  way.  Only  this  afternoon,  we  had  to 
listen  for  hours  to  an  outpouring 
of  complaints  against  the  telephone 
system  and  the  management  of  ibe 
Post  Office.  I  am  sure  that  if  these  Depart- 
ments had  been  in  the  hands  of  private 
companies  we  should  not  have  heard  those 
complaints,  because  the  grievances  would 
have  been  redressed  long  ago. 

Mr.  Thomas. — ^Were  there  no  complaints 
against  the  telephones  when  they  were 
privately -owned  in  Melbourne? 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— In  Melbourne  we  have 
an  example  of  a  tramway  system  which 
is  privately  owned. 

Mr.  Thomas. — But  the  honorable  mem- 
ber was  talking  of  telephones. 

Mr.  LIDDELI  We  have  heard  a  preat 

many  complaints  against  the  tramway  sys- 
tem here,  and  we  have  also  heard  it  very 
highly  praised. 

Mr.  Tudor. — By  whom? 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— In  the  House  the  other 
day  we  heard  that  system  praised,  as  we!) 
as  criticised.  I  think  it  proves  that  an 
industry  which  is  run  by  the  State  is  not 
so  satisfactory  as  (me  which  is  run  by  a 
private  company. 

Mr.  Spence. — Is  the  honorable  member 
in  favour  of  selling  the  railwavs  ? 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— No.  In  looking  at 
the  platform  of  the  Labour  Party — it  \9. 
of  course,  a  very  excellent  one,  and  con- 
tains some  very  good  planks — I  notice  that 
the  first  item  is  "  The  maintenance  of  a 
White  Australia."  I  do  not  see  why  the 
Labour  Party  should  particularly  claim  thai 
as  part  of  their  piatfoim,  seeing  that  it  is 
favoured  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  this  land.  Another  plank  in  their  pl.it- 
form  is  "  Compulsory  arbitration."  We 
have  had  an  example  of  their  compul- 
sory arbitration.  We  know  that  it  is 
their  object,  if  possible,  to  compel  all  tasti 
to  enter  unions,  and  that  if  they  once  get 
men  into  unions  they  can  compel  them  tn 
vote  just  as  they  wish.  That  is  the  chief 
objection  I  have  to  the  clause  relating  to 
preference  to  unionists.  I  have  always  been 
in  favour  of  arbitration,  but  I  had  no  idea 
that  the  Labour  Party  would  seek  to  use 
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the  ConciUation  and  Arbitration  Bill  as 
they  have  done,  and  make  it  a  weapon 
which  would  eventually  destroy  themselves. 
I  notice  that  a  plank  in  their  fighting  plat- 
form excludes  lawyers — 

Compulsory  arbitration  to  settle  industrial  pur- 
suits with  provision  for  the  exclusion  of  the  legal 
profession. 

I  fail  to  understand  that  addition.'  If  the 
legal  profession  is  to  be  excluded,  why 
should  not  the  medical  profession  be  ex- 
cluded? Of  course,  I  shall  be  met  with 
the  cry  immediately  that  there  is  no  greater 
union  in  the  world  than  the  medical  pro- 
fession. 

Honorable  Members. — Hear,  hear, 
Mr.  LIDDELL.— I  thought  so.  I 
claim  that  the  medical  profession  is  not  a 
close  union  in  the  sense  in  which  the  unions 
of  working  men  are,  because  there  is  no 
law  which  will  bind  men  to  any  particular 
action.  We  see  every  day  instances  in 
which  members  of  the  medical  profession 
please  themselves,  and  ncdxxly  can  stop 
them.  ^  Another  plank  in  this  platform  is, 
"A  citizen  military  force  and  an  Aus- 
tralian-owned navy."  I  am  in  favour  of  a 
citizen  military  force,  but  I  am  not  at  all  in 
favour  of  cutting  down  the  Estimates  as  the 
Labour  Party  have  attempted  to  da  I 
believe  that  every  man  in  Australia  should 
be  taught  to  use  a  rifle.  But  it  is  of  no  ad- 
va.ntage  for  a  man  to  be  able  to  use  a  rifle 
unless  he  is  accustomed  to  scune  sort 
of  control.  And  discipline  cannot  possibly 
be  maintained  unless  we  have  a  permanent 
standing  force.  The  object  of  the  Labour 
Party  appears  to  be  to  do  away  with  the 
permanent  standing  army,  and  to  simply 
have  a  ntmiber  of  civilian  rifle  a>rps.  I 
distinctly  object  to  the  action  of  the  Labour 
Pajty  in  cutting  down  the  Military  Esti- 
mates, and  endeavouring  to  destroy  the 
cadet  movement.  I  believe  that  their  object 
was  not  to  encourage  cadets,  but  simply  to 
encourage  rifle  clut». 

Mr.  Page.— Who  did  that  ? 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— I  believe  that  the  hon- 
orable member  was  in  favour  of  cutting 
down  that  vote.  I  certainly  think  that  the 
cadets  should  be  encouraged,  so  that  our 
youths  when  they  arrive  at  manhood  may 
be  accustomed  to  use  a  weapon.  I  protest 
strongly  against  the  domination  of  the  La- 
bour Party. 

Mr.  Thomas. — And  we  protest  against 
the  domination  of  the  honorable  member's 
party. 


Mr.  LIDDELL,— We  ha^-e  now  a  re- 
presentative Government,  led  by  a  man 
whose  ability  is  imdoubted,  and  who  is  a 
statesman. 

Mr.  Thomas. — What  was  his  opinion  of 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  during 
the  general  elections? 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— The  position  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Gippsland  shows  the 
strength  of  the  party  on  this  side.  We  have 
here  a  party  made  up  of  

Mr.  Page. — Odds  and  ends. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— We  have  here  a  party 
made  up  of  both  free-traders  and  protec- 
tionists. I  protest  most  earnestly  against 
this  waste  of  public  time  and  public  money. 
We  have  been  in  session  for  many  months. 
I.T  the  space  of  ten  months  we  have  had 
three  Governments,  and  we  are  no  further 
ahead  now  than  we  were  at  the  begirming 
of  that  period.  If  we  have  a  dissolution 
at  the  present  moment  it  will  cost  the  coun- 
try a  large  sum,  which,  as  trade  is,  cannot 
very  well  be  spared.  I  think  that  nothing 
could  be  worse  for  the  country  at  the  pre- 
sent time  than  a  dissolution  of  this  House. 

Mr.  CULPIN  (Brisbane).—!  wish  to 
say  a  few  words  to  the  House  on  the  subject 
of  the  Prime  Minister's  policy.  Hitherto 
very  little  has  been  said  about  it,  but  I 
shall  direct  my  attention  immediately  to  it. 
It  is  a  very  smiple  policy,  but  it  has  been 
put  forward  by  a  complex  Ministry.  It 
is,  too,  a  new  policy  for  Australia  as  a 
whole,  and  a  new  policy  also  for  this 
Federal  Parliament,  but  it  is  neverthe- 
less indorsed  by  the  advanced  mem- 
bers of  the  Prime  Minister's  party, 
such  as  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Wannon,  the  honorable  mem- 
bers for  Flinders,  New  England,  and 
Parramatta,  and  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Swan.  We  have  not  heard  a  word 
of  indorsement  from  the  honorable  and 
learned  members  for  Ballarat  and  Bendigo, 
nor  from  the  honorable  members  for  Eden- 
Monaro  and  Laanecoorie.  Neither  has  the 
honorable  member  for  Oxiey  indorsed  it, 
though  we  may  perhaps  yet  hear  something 
from  him  in  regard  to  it,  because  for  eight 
years  he  lived  in  a  State  where  a  similar 
policy  was  in  force.  He  lived  in  Queens- 
land from  1893  to  1901,  when  he  entered 
the  Federal  Parliament  and  came  to  Mel- 
bourne. Since  then  he  has  not  had  much 
to  do  with  a  policy  of  this  kind,  though 
about  a  month  ago  he  went  to  Queensland 
and  attended  the  funeral  obsequies  of  the 
remnants  of  the  party  which  had  supported 
a  similar  policy  in  Queensland.     He  is, 
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therefore,  well  fitted  to  assist  the  Prime 
Minister  of  the  Ccxnmonwealth  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  I  intend  to  place  before  the 
House  the  causes  which  impelled  the  adop- 
tion of  a  similar  policy  tn  Queensland  in 
1893.  The  Liberal  Partv,  which  was  led 
by  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  was,  in  1888,  op- 
posed by  Sir  Thomas  Mcllwraith,  until 
something  very  like  a  dead-lock  occurred. 
This  was  overcome  by  a  coalition,  which 
adopted  a  policy  similar  to  that  enunciated 
by  the  rig^t  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney.  That  policy  was  followed  by 
what  came  to  be  known  as  the  continuous 
Government,  from  1893  until  its  death 
from  inanition  in  1903.  That  con- 
tinuous Government  was  in  its  youth 
livelv  enough,  but  it  ccHnmitted  ex- 
cesses from  which  the  State  of  Queens- 
land still  suffers.  The  paltry  sum  of 
;^333,ooo  which  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corio  says  that  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  East  Sydney  pla^d  ot 
the  wrong  side  of  his  balance-sheet,  is  a 
trifle  compared  with  the  money  which  the 
continuous  Government  in  Queensland 
played  with  and  dissipated.  Their  ccm- 
duct  in  that  and  other  matters  was  respon- 
sible for  bringing  the  Labour  Party  into 
existence  in  1893.  That  party  spared  no 
effect  to  denounce;  the  misapplication  of 
public  funds  by  the  Government,  and  to 
cover  up  its  sin  and  shame  the  Govern- 
ment ad(^ted  the  policy  whidi  has  been 
adopted  by  the  right  honorable  member 
for  East  Sydney — "  Down  the  Labour 
Party."  The  constituency  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  represent  forms  part  of  a 
State  which  has  experienced  sad  results 
from  the  coalition  of  factors  similar  to 
the  parties  which  have  cane  together  to 
support  the  present  Government.  My  at- 
tention was  first  drawn  to  politics  in 
Queensland  in  1893.  The  then  Govern- 
ment, whidi  subsequently  became  Imown  as 
the  continuous  Government,  from  the  fact 
that*  with  variations,  it  continued  in  oflke 
from  1888  to  1903,  was  due  to  a  compact 
between  a  former  Government  and  the 
Opposition  to  cambine  and  divide  the 
spcnls.  There  remained  in  existence,  how- 
ever, a  remnant  which  did  not  bow  the  knee 
to  Baal.  A  measure  for  the  aboliticm  of 
kanaka  labour  had  been  passed  in  Queens- 
land in  1888,  but  it  was  repealed  as  soon  as 
the  continuous  Government  came  into  <:rf!ice. 
The  most  serious  trouble  which  resulted  to 
the  State,  however,  was  due  to  the  financial 
operatitms  of  the  Government.  It  had  no 
difficulty  in  persuading  Parliament  that 
huge  borrowing  was  necessarv,  the  effect 
a^f.  Cidfin. 


of  which  is  the  present  heavy  debt  of  the 
State.  Whereas  Victoria  ow^es  only  ^^47 
per  head  of  her  population,  Queensland 
has  a  debt  of  nearly  ;^8o  per  bead.  In 
1881,  beforet  the  oontinuous  Goremment 
came  into  power,  the  debt  of  Queensland 
was  only  ;^i3,25o,ooo,  whereas  in  1891  it 
had  increased  to  ^^29,500,000. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Does  the  honorable 
member  intend  to  connect  these  remarks 
with  the  motion  before  the  Chair? 

Mr.  CULPIN.— I  cerUinly  da  I  am 
about  to  show  bow  the  difference — over 
;£z6,ooo,ooo — was  spent,  and  why  tbe 
Labour  Party  came  into  nistence.  Many 
honorable  monbers  think  that  the  money 
was  spent  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  oif 
Queensland.  That  is  a  mistake.  It  was 
not  so  spent,  but  was  applied  to  a  purpose 
of  which  the  public  bad  no  idea.  In  1891 
the  Government  of  Queensland  received 
frwn  loans  and  ordinary  revenue 
;^6,269,i8r,  and  spent  only  ^5,836,847. 
Therefore,  there  was  a  surplus,  somewhere, 
;£43'*344*  1°  ^^9^  tbe  Government  re- 
ceived from  loans  and  revenue  ;£6,907,985, 
and  spent  <mly  ;£5,3o6,276,  leaving  a 
surplus,  sonewhere,  of  ;£i,6oi,709.  Id 
1893  and  1894  the  same  kind  of  thing  went 
on,  and  during  the  four  years  mentioDed,  a 
cash  surplus  of  ;£3,oo7,755  was  accumu- 
lated. Honorable  members  may  r^ard 
that  as  a  satisfactory  result,  but  in  \-iew 
of  the  purpose  to  which  the  mcHiey  was 
applied,  there  was  no  cause  for  congratu- 
latim.  The  Government  placed  that  money 
in  the  Hands  of  the  Queensland  National 
Bank. 

Mr*  Pa«. — Was  that  a  coaliticm  Go- 
vernment? 

Mr.  CULPIN.— It  was  tbe  continuous 
Government 

Mr.  Page. — But  was  it  a  coalition  Go- 
vernment ? 

Mr.  McCay. — It  was  an  alliance  Go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  CULPIN. — It  was  a  Government 
formed  by  the  coalition  of  the  Mcllwraith 
and  Griffith  parties.  In  1892  tbe  Queois- 
land  National  Bank  held  ;£i,403,ooo  of 
Government  mon^. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  would  remind  tbe 
honorable  member  that  Uie  question  before 
the  Chair  is  "  that  the  present  Administn- 
tion  does  not  possess  the  confidence  of  this 
House."  I  have  waited  for  some  time  in 
order  to  discover  a  possible  connexion 
between  the  state  of  the  finances  of 
Queensland  ten  years  ago  and  tbe  question 
before  the  Chair,  but  I  have  not  been  ^e 
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to  do  so.  I  trust  that  the  h(»iorable  meax- 
ber  will  confine  his  remarks  to  the  subject 
of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Page. — I  believe  that  the  hoi»»able 
member  wishes  to  oonnect  his  remarks  with 
the  motion  by  showing  what  was  done  by  a 
coalition  Government  in  Queensland  and 
vhat  is  likely  to  result  from  our  having  a 
coalition  Government  in  this  Parliament. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  been  listening 
to  the  honorable  member  for  some  minutes, 
with  a  view  to  discovering  a  connexion  be- 
tween his  remarks  and  the  subject  of  the 
motion,  and  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  per- 
cei\-e  it. 

Mr.  CULPIN.~As  I  stated  at  the  out- 
set, my  intention  is  to  show  that  the  object 
of  the  present  .Government  is  identical  with 
that  of  the  continuous  Government  in 
Queensland  in  1893.  It  is  possible  that 
oonsideraticms  similar  to  those  which  brought 
about  the  adc^tion  of  that  policy  by  the 
Queensland  Government  may  be  actuating 
the  present  Government  As  Ministers  have 
declared  that  it  is  their  policy  to  "  down  " 
the  Labour  Party,  I  think  that  I  am  justified 
in  showing  how  the  Queensland  Govern- 
ment, which  had  a  similar  object,  conducted 
its  business.  After  having  acted  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  bring  the  Labour  Party  into 
prominence,  they  afterwards  tried  to  de- 
stroy it,  but  the  Labour  Party  triumphed. 
I  hope  the  same  result  will  follow  here. 
We  have  a  perfect  right  to  do  our  best  to 
bring  about  the  defeat  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment Until  the  Labour  Party  in 
Queensland  occupied  the  Opposition  benches 
in  sufficient  force  to  make  their  influence 
felt,  the  Government  continued  to  place  their 
surplus  funds  in  the  bands  of  the  Queens- 
land National  Bank.  In  1892,  the  total 
liabilities  of  the  bank  amounted  to 
j^S, 250,000,  of  which  ;^r, 250,000  was  due 
to  the  Government  In  1893,  the  total  lia- 
bilities stood  at  the  same  figure,  but  the  cash 
deposited  by  the  Govnmnent  represented 
^2,250,000.  In  1894,  the  tMal  liabilities 
still  amounted  to  ^£8,000,000,  whilst  the  in- 
debtedness to  the  Government  amounted  to 
^3,125,000.  In  1895  the  total  liabili- 
ties remained  the  same,  but  no  less  than 
j^3, 564,000  was  owing  to  the  Government. 
Just  before  the  Labour  Partv  came  into  pro- 
minence, the  Queensland  Government  sent 
home  ;^6oo,ooo,  which  was  placed  in  the 
Queensland  National  Bank  in  London  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  interest  on  loans,  but 
the  bank  retained  it,  and  devoted  it  to 
other  purposes. 


Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  am  very  reluctant 
to  interfere  with  an^  honorable  member 
whilst  he  is  addressmg  the  House^  but  I 
am  bound  by  the  rules  whidh  I  have  to  ad- 
minister to  see  that  the  subject-matter  of 
honorable  members'  speeches  has  sane  con- 
nexion with  the  question  under  discussiwi. 
I  cannot  discorcr  any  relationship  between 
the  subject  which  the  honorable  member  is 
now  discussing  and  the  motion  before  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  CULPIN.— I  had  just  about  con- 
cluded my  remarks  upon  that  branch  of  my 
argument.  I  desire  to  point  out  that  the 
policy  of  the  present  Government  is  iden- 
tical with  that  which  was  adopted  bv  the 
Queensland  continuous  Government,  after 
it  had  pursued  a  most  shameful  course  of 
conduct.  When  the  Prime  Minister  out- 
lined his  policy,  he  also  defined  what  he 
meant  by  the  terms  "  labour "  and 
"  worker."  It  has  frequently  been  as- 
serted, as  a  reproach  to  the  Lat)our  Party, 
by  persons  who  know  better  but  who  wish 
to  appear  ignorant,  that  it  does  not  in- 
clude professional  men.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  that  statement  was  recently  made  by 
the  Daily  Mail,  a  newspaper  which  is  pub- 
lished in  Brisbane,  and  which  is  gradually 
taking  the  place  of  the  Brisbane  Courier.  It 
does  not  contain  a  particle  of  truth.  Hon- 
orable members  will  perhaps  pardon  me 
if  I  refer  to  the  definition  of  "  working 
classes"  which  was  given  by  the  Prime 
Minister,  because  it  is  practically  identical 
with  that  which  I  gave  to  the  Melbourne 
fferald  on  the  iith  July.    He  says — 

The  working  classes  include  practically  every 
class,  because  all,  excq>t  idlers  or  parasites,  are 
workers. 

My  definition  of  the  term  reads — 

Exclude  loafers,  and  you  have  a  very  Btmple 
problem.  When  you  have  cleared  off  the  loafers 
and  idlers,  be  they  poor  or  wealthy,  you  have  a 
mass  who,  in  the  main,  are  all  working  mea. 
Starting  with  the  Prime  Minister,  every  member 
of  Parliameat  who  fulfils  his  parliamentary  duties 
is  a  worker;  but  every  man  who,  being  elected  to 
Parliament,  evades  his  duties  on  the  plea 
that  business  elsewhere  takes  him  away,  is  a 
loafer,  as  far  as  Parliament  is  concerned.  The 
rich  man  loafing  is  a  loafer,  the  rich  man  with  an 
honest  profession,  honestly  attending  to  it,  is  a 
worker. 

It  will  be  noted  that  while  the  two  defini- 
tions begin  in  the  same  way,  my  definition 
makes  some  progress.  The  Prime  Minister 
does  not  belong  to  a  progressive  party,  and 
OHuequently  ms  definiticm  makes  no  pro- 
gress.    The   right   honcvable  gentleman 
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agfiin  indulged  in  definitions  in  the  mani- 
festo which  he  issued  to  the  people  of  East 
Sydney.    He  said — 

With  us  the  term  "labour"  and  the  term 
"worker"  have  a  broad  and  generous  meaning. 
They  are  not  the  bac'^ges  of  a  class  or  section,  but 
the  designation  of  the  whole  community. 

But  the  very  next  quotation  which  I  shall 
make  from  the  utterances  of  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  is  strangely  at  variance 
with  that  soitiment.  In  addressing  the 
Kyneton  fanners  he  is  reported  to  have 
said — 

The  time  had  come  when  it  devolved  upon  him 
to  stand  right  across  the  path  of  the  Labour  Party. 

The  continuous  Government  of  Queens- 
land said  the  same  thing  until  it  died.  It 
was  a  person  of  the  same  stamp  as  the 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta,  the  hon- 
orable member  for  f  linders,  and  the  honor- 
able mendier  for  Oxleyi  who  asked  George 
Stephenson  what  would  happen  to  his  loco- 
motive if  a  cow  were  to  stand  right  across 
the  railway  line?  The  answer  of  the  in- 
ventor, it  will  be  recollected,  merely  ex- 
pressed fear  for  the  cow.  Similarly  I 
think  that  in  the  present  state  of  politics 
the  locomotive  will  not  wait  for  the  cow. 
Then,  again,  the  right  honorable  member 
for  Swan  declared  that  the  Labour  Party 
is  attempting  to  deprive  people  of  their 
property.  Who  believes  him  ?  Nobody. 
I  ask  the  honorable  member  for  Eden- 
Monaro,  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Bendigo,  and  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  iot  Ballarat,  whether  they  indorse 
his  statement?  Possibly  it  might  be  sup- 
ported by  as  numerous  a  band  as  the  de- 
funct politicians  whose  funeral  the  honor- 
able member  for  Oxley  attended.  In  the 
Queensland  Parliament,  of  seventy-two 
members,  a  remnant  of  seventeen  supporters 
of  the  iate  continuous  Government,  remains. 
In  reference  to  this  question,  I  wish  to 
quote  the  following  passage  frcxn  the 
Age 

The  two  parties  of  liberalism  and  labour,  which 
formerly  invariably  went  to  defeat  under  their 
divided  flags,  have  achieved,  in  union,  a  notable 
victory.  The  Ministerialists  have  gained  eight 
teats,  having  increased  in  numbers  from  thirteen 
to  twenty-one ;  white  the  labour  members  in  the 
new  Parliament  are  thirty-five,  as  against  twenty- 
three  in  the  old  House.  Thus  has  come  to  an 
abrupt  end  one  of  the  longest  periods  of  Tory 
class  domination  of  which  Australian  history  fur- 
nishes any  record.  The  old  conservative  party, 
which  favours  the  policy  of  a  black  Queensland, 
and  advocates  the  selling  of  vast  tracts  of  land 
for  nominal  sums  to  large  capitalistic  irndicates ; 
whose  favorite  plan  of  adjusting  the  finances  is 
to  impose  what  is  Tirtually  a  heavy  poll  tax  upon 
the  working  men,  in  order  to  keep  up  an  extrava- 
iir,  Culfin. 


gant  bureaucratic  Civil  Service ;  and  whose  idea 
of  encouraging  national  progress  is  to  offer  an- 
cessions  for  the  building  of  private  railways  on 
the  rotten  land  grant  system — such  a  party  can  bu 
longer  rule  the  destinies  of  the  northern  Suie 
now  that  it  is  brought  face  to  face  with  a  uaitcd 
Liberal-Labour  combination.  The  lesson  sboul<j 
not  be  lost  upon  Federal  politicians  and  their  enp. 
porters  in  the  constituencies.  Substantial  ochicv. 
ments  are  only  pouible  for  liberals  of  all  kinds 
when  they  march  together  under  a  flag  of  practical 
politics. 

The  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bal- 
larat  has  been  making  "  copy  "  for  the  news- 
papers. One  of  the  remnants  of  that  ooo- 
tinuous  Government  who  has  been  pen- 
sioned off  in  the  nominee  Chamber  in 
Queensland,  was  in  Victoria,  and  inter- 
viewed the  honorable  and  learned  member, 
■as  thus  reported  : — 

Speaking  with  Mr.  Deakin,  the  Queensland 
visitor  was  able  to  show  very  plainly  what  the 
effect  has  been  in  Queensland  of  the  Act  abolish- 
ing Polynesian  labour.  .  .  .  Mr.  Deakin's  re- 
ply waa — "See  the  kind  of  men  Queensland  has 
sent  to  represent  it." 

Mr.  Deakin. — Has  the  honorable  mem- 
ber got  my  telegram,  in  which  I  corrected 
that  statement,  and  which  was  published 
in  the  Courier  1 

Mr.  CULPIN.— As  to  the  telegram,  the 
newspaper  extract  is  as  follows: — 

We  yesterday  received  a  tel^ram  from  Ur. 
Deakin  which  reads  as  follow*  : — 

I  hope  honorable  members  will  all  pay  at- 
tention to  this. 

"  My  remarks  to  Mr.  Annear,  reported  in  your 
paper  of  17th,  followed,  and  related  tQ  his  ^tr- 
ment  that  Queensland  now  regretted  exclusion  of 
kanaka  labour,  and  had  no  relevance  unless  that 
is  understood." 

That  I  think  was  understood.  The  extract 
I  read  gives  the  exact  information,  and  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  need  not 
have  troubled  to  send  a  correcticm.  But 
the  hcttiorable  and  learned  member  wanted 
to  make  it  appear  that  be  corrected  the 
statement — that  is  what  he  wanted. 

Mr.  Mauger. — No,  no;  there  is  no  doubt 
about  the  h(»iorable  and  learned  member's 
views  on  a  White  Australia. 

Sir  John  Fouiest. — I  think  the  honor- 
able member  for  Brisbane  is  "  the  rails  '* 
there. 

Mr.  CULPIN.— There  is  another  contri- 
bution from  this  gentleman,  to  wWch  he 
attaches  no  name — a  statement  which  coulil 
only  have  been  made  bv  a  vile  cur,  and 
it  is  a  pity  it  was  published.  I  intend 
to  read  the  statement  and  also  the  names 
the  writer  mentions  in  the  paragraph, 
and  if  there  are  any  of  those  bonoiable 
members  present,  I  hope  they  will  repudiate 
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having  bad  anything  to  do  with  the 
matter.  I  say  that  this  paiaj[raph  was 
ctMiununicated  by  a  vile  cut — if  the  com- 
municatioo  was  nude  to  Mr.  Annear,  who 
is  reported  to  have  said — 

The  Queeiulaiid  Tepreientfttives,  with  one  01 
two  exceptions,  seemed  to  have  bat  little  influence 
in  the  House.  Prominent  legislaton  hsB  renwrked 
to  Mr.  Annear— 

The  praninent  legislators  mentioned  in  the 
paragraph  are  Mr.  Richard  Edwards,  Mr. 
George  Rcid,  Mr.  Deakin,  and  Sir  John 
Forrest  I  now  give  the  paragraph  referred 
to- 
Prominent  leeisUton  had  remarked  to  Mr. 
Annear—"  Surely  a  city  like  Brisbane  conid  have 
sent  a  repretenUtiTe  whom  we  might  really  take 
seriously." 

As  to  the  refusal  to  recommit  clause  48  of 
the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  the 
Prime  Minister  and  the  honwable  member 
for  New  England  stated  that  the  amend- 
ment inserted  had  the  same  effect  as  (he 
amendment  which  the  honorable  member  icn 
Bland  intended  to  submit.  That  is  a  very 
misleading  statemmt,  and  I  ought  not  to 
allow  the  debate  to  conclude  without  offer- 
ing a  oontradictioD.  The  inserted  amend- 
ment practically  amounts  to  the  same  thing 
as.  though  every  member  of  this  House  bad 
to  be  returned  by  an  absolute  majority  of 
the  electors  in  his  oonstituency»  whereas  the 
amendment  of  the  hoiorable  munber  for 
Blfuid,  instead  of  providing  fox  an  absolute 
majority,  would  be  scxnething  like  a  pro- 
posal, whkdi  appears  in  the  following  news- 
paper extract — 

The  membership  of  the  Wages  Board  in  the 
shirt-makine  trade  having  expired  by  effluxion  of 
time,  the  Minister  of  Labour  has  nominated  the 
following  persons  to  fill  the  vacancies  :— Employ- 
ers, Agnes  Crawford,  Ellen  Eckersalt,  Charles 
McXntyre,  R.  A.  Pryor,  Thos.  Stephens;  Em- 
ployes :  Josephine  Fogarty,  Ada  Gould,  Elizabeth 
Kerrigan.  Margaret  M.  Powell,  Marie  Stellner. 
II  either  employers  or  employes  desire  to  object, 
one-fifth  of  the  trade  must  do  so  within  twenty- 
one  dayi. 

That  is  a  reasonable  proposal,  the  like  of 
which  I  think  might  very  well  have  been 
adopted. 

Mr.  FtJLi^. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber not  believe  in  majority  rule? 

Mi.  CULPIN.— I  do,  and  so  does  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Ilia- 
warra.  But  that  honorable  and  learned 
member  would  not  believe  in  ma- 
jority rule  if  it  were  necessary  for  him  to 
be  elected  by  an  absolute  majority  of  the 
electors,  in  his  constituency. 

Mr.  Juu**. — I  always  have  been. 


Mr.  CULPIN. — By  an  absolute  majority 
of  the  electors? 

Mr.  Fuller. — Yes ;  I  had  no  opposition 
last  time. 

Mr.  pCULPIN. — I  want  to  draw  attention 
to  an  admirable  statemrat  made  by  the  hon- 
wable  and  learned  manber  ioc  Ballarat  on 
the  guesticm  of  a  White  Australia.     It  is 

as  follows: — 

A  White  Australia  goes  further  than  the  preser- 
vation of  the  complexion  of  the  people  whose 
homes  aie  here.  It  means  the  multiplying  of 
those  homes,  so  that  we  shall  be  strong  enough 
to  use  and  defend  the  whole  of  this  Common- 
wealth. It  means  the  maintenance  of  conditions 
of  life  fit  for  a  white  man  and  a  white  woman. 
It  means  equal  laws  and  equal  opportunities  for 
all,  and  protection  against  the  under-paid  labour, 
of  other  lands.  It  means  social  justice,  so  far  as 
we  can  establish  it,  and  the  payment  of  fair 
wages.  A  White  Australia  means  a  civilisation 
whose  foundations  are  built  in  healthy  lives,  lived 
in  honest  toil,  under  circumstances  that  do  not 
imply  degradation.  A  White  Australia  meanw 
protection.  We  protect  ourselves  from  armefl 
aggression.  Why  not  protect  ourselves  from  ag- 
gression by  commercial  means?  We  protect  our- 
selves agamst  undesirable  aliens;  why  not  protect 
ourselves  against  the  productions  of  the  undesir- 
able aliens'  labour?  Unless  a  White  Australia  is 
to  have  no  more  than  a  surface  complexion,  it 
must  represent  a  policy  which  goes  down  to  the 
roots  of  the  national  life  from  which  the  whole 
of  our  social  system  and  political  organization 
must  spring. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  have  the  half-Minis- 
ter, who  represelnts  Gippsland,  anxious  to 
shift  the  Chinese  to  Queensland.  We  do 
not  want  them. 
Mr.  McLean. — ^Thal  is  not  conect 
Mr.  CULPIN^I  am  pleased  to  hear 
the  honorable  goitleman  deny  having  made 
any  statement  of  that  kind.  I  really  had 
not  noticed  the  deinial  previously,  and  am 
pleased  to  accept  it.  But  if  that  were  done, 
what  kind  of  a  White  Australia  should  we 
have  in  a  few  years  under  the  Reid-McLean 
Ministry?  I  intended  to  say  that,  and  I 
.  say  it  now,  notwithstanding  the  honorable 
gentleman's  denial.  On  paper  it  will 
"read"  vellow,  and  "ma'clean"  up  pie- 
bald. I  have  given  two  ot  three  quotaticxis 
to  show  what  this  White  Australia  business 
means.  The  quotations  made  by  the  honor- 
able anj  learned  member  for  Indi,  in  his 
speech  a  little  while  ago,  are  impcvtant,  in 
that  connexion.  He  quoted  the  Prime  Min- 
ister to  the  following  effect: — 

What  is  the  hope  of  the  great  manufactures  of 
Australia?  How  are  we  going  to  manufacture 
cheaply  or  to  compete  with  the  cheap  labour  of 
other  countries?  How  are  we  going  to  compete 
with  these  under-paid,  sweated  countries  until  out 
own  labour  is  under-paid  and  sweated  too?  In 
the  plenitude  of  time,  when  our  mitlions  become 
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teas  of  millions,  we  iluU  have  a  crop  of  misery 
which  will  soWe  the  difficulty  in  regard  to  cheap 
manufactures. 

When  that  quotatiffli  was  made,  the  honor- 
able member  for  Parramaita  said  that  it 
was  a  shameftil  one.  Does  he  reiterate  that 
remark  ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— I  did  not  say  tbatj 
but  it  does  not  matter. 

Mr.  CULPIN. — ^The  honorable  member 
said  something  very  like  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Velry  like  it. 

Mr.  CULPIN.— The  honorable  member 
spoke  about  reading  the  context 
"  Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  CULPIN.— I  have  looked  up  the 
■speech,  because  I  wanted  to  see  what  kind 
of  context  it  was  which  would  alter  the 
meaning  of  siich  words.  The  context  is  as 
follows 

Will  the  erection  of  a  fence  solve  it?  Never. 
I  do  not  see  how  that  alters  the  meaning  of 
the  passage  in  any  way.  But  I  have  since 
come  across  something  else  that  the  Prime 
Minister  said  when  he  was  in  Queensland. 
I  will  quote  it  directly.  In  the  same 
speech  as  that  from  which  the  bcnorable 
and  learned  member  lot  Indi  quoted,  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  said — 

When  there  was  a  strike  in  an  American  fac- 
tory what  was  the  cure?  A  ship-load  of  these 
people  from  the  south  of  Europe. 

And  I  am  sure  from  the  context  that  that  is 
what  he  meant.  It  is  disgraceful  to  preadi 
such  a  doctrine  as  that  as  a  cure  for  strikes, 
and  it  shows  that  the  ri^t  honorable  gen- 
tl^an  does  not  believe  in  conciliatkn  and 
arbitration. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  the  h(»x>rable 
member  suggest  that  the  Prime  Minister 
favoured  that  remedy? 

Mr.  CULPIN.  —  He  suggested  it. 
Speaking  at  Toowocxnba  on  i6th  March, 
1901,  the  Prime  Minister  again  expressed 
his  mind  on  this  subject.    He  said — 

He  did  not  expect  a  protectionist  to  support  him, 
and  if  iie  did  he  would  call  him  a  polittcal  hum- 
bug and  a  shuffler. 

■  Mr.  ^RAZER. — Is  the  Minister  of  Trade 

and  Customs  listening? 

Mr.  CULPIN.— I  wonder  what  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Oxley  says  to  that.  In 
his  appeal  to  the  electors  the  honorable 
member  said — 

I  am  entirely  in  accord  with  the  principles  of 
conciliation  and  arbitration  In  industrial  disputes  i 
old-age  pensions ;  such  a  Tarif!  as  will  not  onl>' 
meet  the  needs  of  the  Cotmnoiiwcalth,  but  foster 
and  encourage  oui  local  industries. 


In  the  same  speech  as  that  frOm  which  1 
have  already  quoted,  and  which  was  deli- 
vered at  Toowoomba,  the  Prime  Mimsta 
spoke  of  fostering  and  eDOOUcaging  our 
local  industries.    He  said— - 

Let  the  CommoBwealth  GoVemrae&t  edabli^: 
the  industries,  and  then  they  wopld  be  sure  thai 
the  wages  would  be  paid,  and  Uie  proper  houn 
kept,  and  no  one  could  sweat  any  «Kte  or  get  tlie 
profit  out  of  them. 

Again^  at  a  meeting  at  the  ezhilutitm  zx 
Bri*)ane  during  the  same  tour,  he  said — 

Why  not  ask  the  Commonwealth  Govenimcoi 
to  establidi  industries  of  the  kind  the  countr; 
wanted,  and  employ  men  and  give  them  fair  wage- 
with  no  sweating  and  no  middleman's  pro&tr 
They  said  that  protection  set  up  a  standard  ol 
wages,  but  let  them  go  to  Victoria  and  try  it. 
They  could  set  it  up  in  their  factories,  .and  then 
ttwy  saw  bow  much  they  were  paying  and  wlicie 
the  money  went,  and  that  the  people  working  io 
the  factories  would  be  treated  fairly,  and  that 
the  State  would  have  to  bear  the  burden.  He 
locked  upon  the  records  of  the  factories  sysletii 
\\  older  nations,  and  he  saw  nothing  in  them  ir 
excite  his  enthusiasm.  Still  less  did  he  see  any 
thing  in  them  that  he  wished  to  tram^lant  bi  Ihif 
fair  land  of  Australia. 

Then  the  Prime  Minister  went  on  to  talk 
of  the  New  York  slums,  and  of  the  woollen 
mills  crowded  with  young  diildren,  and  be 
said — 

The  best  way  to  eipresi  their  honoi  at  such  j 
result  was  to  vote  agamst  the  policy  whidi  created 
it. 

One  would  imagine  from  hearing  faun  talk 
thus  that  there  was  no  sweating  of  tiiat 
kind  in  free-trade  England.  But  if  we 
compare  the  labour  conditions  in  England 
and  America  I  think  we  shall  have  no  doubt 
that  those  in  England  are  the  worse 
of  the  two.  The  man  who  ra^'ts 
about  such  things  being  the  result 
of  protection,  when  they  exist  also  in 
free-trade  England,  is  the  man  who  is 
killing  industrial  legislation  in  Australia. 
The  honorable  and  learned  msoAxx  fot 
Wannon  in  his  speech  last  week  spoke 
about  rags.  He  referred  to  "  the  ragged 
corner,"  He  seemed  to  be  anxious  to  pro- 
tect his  "uncle's"  interests,  for  he  again 
repeated  the  old  chestnut  about  confiscating 
;£8,ooo,ooo  of  money  deposited  in  the 
banks  and  substituting  notes  fw  it.  I  wish 
to  point  out  that  the  continuous  Govern- 
ment in  Queensland  got  rid  of  ;^3,5oo,ooo 
of  the  people's  money,  and  put  it  into  the 
coffers  of  the  banks.  Queimsland  htf 
only  half  a  millicm  inhabitants,  and  if 
a  State  with  such  a  population  can  be 
robbed  of  ;^3. 500,000,  a  similar  propor- 
tion for  the  whole  of  Australia,  containing 
four  and  a  half  millions  of  pewl^  would 
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be  j^^i 7,500,000.  I  think  I  am  jxist  as 
much  entitled  to  speak  of  the  Queensland 
Government  confiscating  that  mcmey  as  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Wan- 
non  is  justified  in  saying  that  we  propose 
to  confiscate  ;£8,ooo.ooo  of  cash  reserves. 
The  suggested  proposal  is  not  really  a 
confiscation  in  any  way  whatever.  Hon- 
orable members,  who  talk  so  glibly 
about  confiscating  the  banks'  gold, 
wink  at  the  way  in  which  the  people's 
gold  is  used  by  their  party,  when  they  have 
the  whip-hand.  They'  object  to  a  reason- 
able system  of  note  issue,  accredited  by 
time,  and  accepted  by  the  people.  Honor- 
able members  should  also  remember  that 
such  a  note  issue  does  great  good  for  the 
people.  It  does  for  the  people  what  An- 
tonio did  for  his  friends.   He  says — 

I  oft  deliver'd  from  his  forfeitures 
Many  that  have  at  times  made  moan  to  me ; 
Therefore,  he  hates  me. 

Hwiorable  members  opposite  who  squirm, 
and  object  to  this  currency  system,  which 
is  intended  simply  to  help  the  people,  are 
in  the  position  of  Shylock,  when  he  says — 

I  hate  him  

But  more,  for  that,  in  low  simplicity. 

He  lends  oat  money  gratis,  and  biinei  down 

The  Tate  of  usance  here  with  us  in  Venice. 

If  I  can  catch  him  once  upon  the  hip, 

I  will  feed  fat  the  ancient  grudge  I  bear  him. 

He  hates  our  sacred  nation ;  and  he  rails 

Even  there  where  merchants  most  do  congregate, 

On  me,  my  bargains,  and  my  well-won  thrift, 

Which  he  calls  interest. 

That  is  the  position  of  honorable  members 
opposite,  and  not  of  honorable  members  of 
the  Labour  Party.  Whose  fault  is  it  that 
this  Australia  of  ours  is  still  in  the  social 
condition  which  we  left  behind  us  in  the 
Old  Country,  and  in  some  cases  in  an  even 
worse  condition?  The  old  Ctsispiracy  Act 
of  George  III.  is  still  in  force  in  Queens- 
land ;  and  while  we  have  here  a  continent 
large  enough  few  roo,ooo,ooo  of  people,  we 
have,  by  our  laws,  given  our  best  ^  lands 
away.  If  any  one  ccwning  here  desires  to 
settle  (Ml  the  land,  although  we  have  such 
a  huge  extent  of  territory,  he  must  pay  rent 
to  sane  one  else,  whilst  the  people  who 
hold  the  lands  hold  them  for  profit,  and  not 
for  use.  They  make  a  profit  from  them, 
and  obtain  the  unearned  increment,  whilst 
the  increased  value  is  made,  not  by  the  men 
who  own  the  lands  and  receive  the  rents, 
but  by  the  faimers  and  producers  who  oc- 
cupy the  lands  and  pay  rents  whicJi  are 
increased  from  time  to  time.  That  is  the 
result  of  the  unfair  legislation  which  the 
Conservative  Party,  that  has  always  been  in 


power,  have  allowed  to  go  on,  and  it  is 
time  now  to  make  them  step  down,  and  let 
a  more  progressive  party  take  a  hand  in 
legisIaticRi. 

Mr.  HuGiiES. — I  desire  to  make  refer- 
ence, by  way  of  personal  explanation,  to  a 
statement  m.ide  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta  the  other  evening.  I  have 
here  some  docimients  bearing  on  the 
matter  to  which,  I  think,  the  House  will 
permit  me  to  refer.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber said  that  at  the  last  general  elections 
I  had  asked  the  Orange  Party  or  the  Pro- 
testant Party,  tO  put  mv  name  on  their 
list,  and  that  I  had  not  asked  Ihem  to  with- 
draw it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  did  not  say  that 
the  honorable  and  learned  eentlraian  had 
not  asked  them  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Hughes.  —  I  shall  read  what  the 
-  honorable  member  quoted  from  Mr.  Packer^ 
wire — 

Never  asked  to  have  name  withdrawn  from  list. 

I  have  here  a  copy  of  the  Watchman,  dated 
5th  December,  1903.  No  issue  prior  to  that 
date  contains  my  name.  My  statement 
is  simply  this:  I  said  that  I  had  not  asked 
that  my  mune  should  be  included;  and 
that  when  it  was  included,  I  requested  that 
it  should  be  withdrawn.  I  now  put  before 
the  House  and  the  country  these  documents 
as  proof  that  what  I  said  was  a  fact.  In 
the  issue  uf  the  Watchman  for  5th  Decem- 
ber, 1903,  there  is  given  a  list  of  Pro- 
testant candidates.  Amongst  that  list  my 
name  occurs.  That  was  a  week  and  a  few 
days  before  the  last  general  election. 
In  the  issue  of  the  same  newspaper, 
dated  Sydney,  12th  December — the  next 
issue  of  the  paper — there  is  a  list  of  Pro- 
testant candidates,  for  whom,  of  course, 
those  who  supported  this  newspaper,  and 
the  movement  with  which  it  was  connected, 
were  asked  to  votti.  My  name  does  not  appear 
in  that  list.  I  Uiink  that  in  itself  may  be 
taken  as  amclusive  evidence  that  my  name 
was  withdrawn  at  my  request,  since  no 
other  name  that  appears  in  the  list,  pub- 
lished on  the  5th  December,  was  withdrawn 
or  altered  in  any  way.  T  have  a  further 
statement  which  I  received  by  wire  on  the 
24th  September,  fnxn  Mr.  Connington,  who 
was  OHinected  with  my  committee,  to  this 
effect— 

I  remember  hearing  you  at  two  meetings  repudi- 
ate any  sectarian  nomination.  You  asked  constitu. 
ents  not  to  vote  for  or  against  you  under  a  mis- 
apprehension. 
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Mr.  Connington's  letter,  which  confirms 
that  telegram,  is  also  dated  24th  September, 
ind  arrived  here  yesterday.    He  writes— 

X  have  a  distinct  recollection  of  the  circumstances 
■o  connexion  with  the  election,  and  will,  if  neces- 
sary, swear  that  my  telcfiram  of  24th  September, 
1904,  is  ahsolutely  correct. 

I  merely  wish  to  put  those  documents  for- 
ward.  I  think  the  House  will  indulge 
me  so  far.  I  have  no  wish  at  all  to  deny 
anything  in  connexion  with  the  matter  which 
actually  occurred.  I  desire  merely  to 
say  that  I  never  asked  Mr.  Packer  to  do 
anything  at  all  in  the  direction  of  includ- 
ing me  in  the  list  .;  that  Mr.  Packer  had 
been  a  friend  of  mine,  and  that  I  thought 
he  was  still  a  friend,  until  I  received  a 
notificaticm  from  the  wire  quoted  by  the 
honor^le  member  for  Parramatta  that  he 
was  not.  When  he  put  my  name  in  the 
list,  as  honorable  members  can  readily  see 
from  these  papers.  I  went  to  him,  and  I 
said,  "  Well,  I  ask  you  to  put  a  letter  in 
saving  that  I  did  not  ask  for  or  authorize 
such  a  thing."  He  said,  "I  cannot  do 
that,  because  that  would  get  me  into  trouble, 
since  I  put  it  in  without  authorization  of  the 
head  body."  That  he  withdrew  it,  at  my 
reciuest,  I  think,  is  pretty  clear,  because  it 
was  witTidrawn  whilst  no  other  name  was 
withdrawn,  as  honorable  members  will  see 
bv  reference  to  the  two  issues  of  the 
Watchman  to  which  I  have  referred.  With 
this  statement  I  shall  leave  the  matter  to 
the  judgment  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Mr,  Speaker  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  not  entitled  to  discuss  the  questicm, 
but  if  he  has  an  explanation  to  make  on  his 
own  account,  he  is  entitled  to  make  it, 
though  not  to  make  any  contributicm  in  the 
nature  of  debate  on  the  matter  now  before 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  am  quite  aware 
of  that,  Mr.  Speaker.  I  was  only  going  to 
sav  that  the  honorable  and  learned  gentle- 
man's statements  to-night  simply  put  him 
in  issue  with  my  authority.  It  is  now  a 
matter  between  the  two  of  them.  The 
position,  as  I  understand  it  from  the  state- 
ment made  to  me,  is  that  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  West  Sydney  did  ask  to 
be  put  on  the  list,  and  wKen  he  found  that 
that  was  not  working  for  him,  as  he  thought 
it  would,  in  his  electorate,  he  went  and 
asked  to  be  put  out  of  the  list. 

Mr.  BamfORD. — This  is  another  version. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber can  have  a  lot  of  versions  if  he  wants 
them. 


Mr.  Tudor. — ^We  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt  about  that. 

jMr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  say  that  I  prefer 
my  informant  to  the  honorable  member, 
and  I  propose  to  stlt^  to  my  informant 
tea 

Mr.  FsAZER. — If  the  first  statonent  does 

not  suit,  it  can  be  amended. 

Mr.  Tuix>R. — ^The  honorable  member  has 
got  other  rersions. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — There  are  no  other 
versions.  The  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  West  Sydhey  himself  admia 
going  to  see  Mr.  Packer. 

Mr.  Hughes. — I  did  nothing  of  the 
sort,  imtil  my  name  was  included  in  thdr 
list. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order  ! 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — And  afterwards  the 
honorable  and  learned  gentleman  said  he 
had  not  been  to  see  Mr.  Packer. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta  is  dating  the  explana- 
tion made  by  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  West  Sydney.  The  honor- 
able member  is  not  entitled  to  do  that 
He  is  only  entitled  to  explain  any  matter  in 
respect  to  which  he  has  been  misrepresented 
or  misunderstood. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  merely  wish  to 
say  that  the  statement  I  made  the  other 
night  speaks  for  itself.  It  was  upon  that 
authority  that  it  was  made,  and  it  has  been 
corroborated  by  other  gentlemen  who  know 
the  facts  of  the  case  They  cwrobcvate  me, 
just  as  the  hoiu)rabIe  member's  statements 
from  his  own  electorate  corroborate  bim. 
It  is  a  matter  of  credibility,  and  there  it 
must  rest. 

Mr.  McLEAN  (Gippsland — Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs). — As  there  have  been 
so  many  personal  explanations  made  in  this 
debate,  I  desire  to  give  another  honor^e 
member  an  opportunity  to  make  one.  When 
the  honorable  member  for  Kalgoorlie  was 
addressing  the  House  last  Friday,  he  re- 
ferred to  the  action  of  the  Prime  Miiitster 
and  the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan 
in  addressing  women's  meetings,  and  be 
asked  what  they  had  to  do  with  extending 
the  franchise  to  women.  He  said  that  ther 
had  taken  no  action  to  enfranchise  women, 
but  now  that  women  had  been  enfranchised 
they  were  doing  all  they  possibly  could 
secure  their  votes.  And  then,  seeing  me 
sitting  on  the  Treasury  bench,  he  adced 
what  did  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cos- 
tacDs  ever  do  in  the  way  of  giving  the  fran- 
chise to  women.    I  interjected  that  I  had 
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been  an  advocate  of  women's  suffrage  be- 
fore the  honorable  member  was  born. 

Mr.  Frazer. — But  the  honorable  gentle- 
man did  not  put  a  measure  on  the  statute- 
book,  though  I 

Mr.  McLEAN'. — Unless  the  honorable 
member  is  much  older  than  he  looks,  that 
statement  is  absolutely  true.  He  went  on 
to  say  that  when  I  was  Premier  of  Vic- 
toria I  had  the  opportunity  of  bringing  in 
legislation  to  extend  the  franchise  to  women, 
but  that  I  had  never  attempted  to  do  sa 

Mr.  Frazer. — I  said  that  the  honorable 
member  did  not  do  so. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — That  statement  was 
lustily  cheered  by  the  hoiorable  member 
for  Melbourne,  who,  as  an  old  member  of 
the  Victorian  Legislature,  knew  perfectly 
well  that  he  was  cheering  a  statement  which 
had  no  foundation  in  fact.  I  was  taken 
back  a  little.  I  stated  at  the  time  that  the 
extension  of  the  franchise  to  wcxnen  was 
one  of  the  principal  planks  in  the  platform 
of  my  Government.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Kalgoorlie  then  said  that  I  never 
attempted  to  introduce  a  measure  for  that 
purpose.  I  looked  up  the  matter,  and  I 
found  that  I  brought  in  a  Bill,  which  I 
carried  through  all  its  stages  in  the  Legis- 
lative Ass«nbly  by  the  necessary  statutory 
majority,  and  sent  on  to  the  Legislative 
Cnuncil.  • 

Mr.  Tudor. — ^And  asked  the  Council  to 
throw  it  out. 

Mr.  McLEAX.— That  statement  is  abso- 
lutely incorrect.  The  representativ-es  of  my 
Government  did  all  they  possibly  could  to 
carry  that  Bill  through  the  Legislative 
Council. 

Mr.  Reid. — They  will  stick  at  nothing 
o\"er  there  now. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — The  interjection  is  on  a 
par  with  other  statements  which  have  em- 
anated from  that  side.  But  that  is  not  all. 
The  reason  given  by  a  number  of  members  in 
the  Legislative  Council  for  opposing  the 
Bill  was  that  they  did  not  believe  that  the 
electors  of  Victoria  were  in  accord  with  the 
members  *of  the  Legislative  Assembly  in 
asking  for  its  enactment.  In  order  to  test 
the  matter,  I  then  brought  in  a  Bill  to  re- 
mit the  question  by  wav  of  referendum  to 
thief  electors  of  Victoria.  I  carried  that 
Bill  through  all  its  stages  in  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly,  and  it  also  was  lost  in  the 
LeL'islative  Council.  I  can  onlv  tell  mv  hon- 
orable friend,  who  is  a  voung  man  of  con- 
siderable promise,  that  if  he  were  a  little 
older,  I  would  say  perhaps  a  good  deal 
more. 


Mr.  Frazer. — Why  did  the  honorable 
member  not  correct  me  at  the  time  if  I  was 
misrepresenting  him? 

Mr.  McLEAN.— Is  that  the  best  excuse 
which  the  honorable  member  can  give? 

Mr.  Frazer. — No. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — Does  the  honorable 
member  make  random  statements  ? 

Mr.  Frazer. — No,  I  shall  make  full  and 
ample  apology  when  I  get  an  opportunity. 

Mr.  McLEAN.  —  I  shall  say  no  more 
about  the  matter  if  the  honorable  member 
acknowledges  that  he  was  wrong;  but  it  is 
most  unfortunate  that  a  reckless  statement 
of  that  kind  should  be  made. 

Mr.  Maloney.  —  It  is  not  a  reckless 
statement. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — Honorable  members  may 
accomplish  their  object  of  misleading  the 
electors,  and  by  that  means  placing  the 
party  which  does  not  resort  to  those  tactics 
at  a  temporary  disadvantage. 

Mr.  Maloney. — I  say  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  left  me  without  a  seconder  the 
first  time  a  proposal  was  introduced  to  grant 
the  franchise  to  women. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  do  not  know  what  the 
honorable  member  is  referring  ta 

Mr.  Maloney. — Women's  suffrage. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — ^The  honorable  member 
knows  that  I  supported  women's  suffrage 
every  time  it  was  introduced. 

Mr.  Maloney. — I  say  that  the  honorable 
member  did  not,  and  Hansard  proves  that 
he  did  not. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — Perhaps  the  reference 
is  to  one  of  the  honorable  member's  erratic 
motions,  moved  at  a  time  when  he  knew' 
it  would  not  be  discussed. 

Mr.  Maloney. — ^What  about  the  Maffra 
sugar  business? 

Mr.  McLEAN. — The  honorable  member 
was  always  bringing  in  moticms  which  were 
not  intended  for  the  House,  but  for  the 
people  outside,  and  I  paid  no  attention  to 
them. 

Mr.  Maloney. — I  never  robbed  the  re- 
venue of  the  country  over  the  Maffra  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order  t 

Mr.  McLEAN.— The  honorable  member 
knows  that  in  regard  to  the  matter  to  which 
he  refers  I  have  nothing  to  be  ashamed  of. 
He  was  one  of  those  who  helped  to  put 
hundreds  of  men  out  of  emploj-ment  in  con- 
nexion with  that  industry. 

Mr.  Maloney.— That  is  not  true. 

Mr.  SPEAKER— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Melbourne  will  withdraw  that  re- 
mark. 
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Mr.  Maloney. — I  withdraw  the  remark, 
and  say  that  the  statement  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — That  interjection  is  on  a 
par  with  a  good  many  of  the  honorable 
member's  statemeaata.  Coming  to  the  mat- 
ter more  immediately  under  discussion,  I 
find,  from  the  complaints  of  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  for  whtxn  I  have  the  high- 
est respect  and  esteem,  and  complaints  from 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Indi — not  in  the  present  debate  but  in  a 
recent  debate — that  the  sins  of  this  Govern- 
ment oMisist  primarily  in  extending  unfair 
treatment  to  our  predecessors  in  office,  and 
in  coming  into  power  as  a  result  of 
that  unfair  treatment.  A  more  egregious 
misstatement  of  facts  was  never  uttered  in 
a  deliberative  assembly.  Such  statements 
are  childish  and  ridiculous  to  the  last  de- 
gree. During  my  political  career  I  have 
never  known  a  Government  under  similar 
circumstances  to  receive  such  indulgent 
treatment  as  was  extended  to  our  predeces- 
sors in  c^Bce,  What  were  the  facts  ? 
When  the  late  Government  first  took 
possessicHi  of  the  Treasury  bench  there 
were  twenty-five  or  twenty-six  members  all 
told  on  this  side  in  a  House  composed  of 
seventy-five  members.  In  spite  of  that 
grotesque  condition  of  things,  not  a  single 
member  of  the  late  Oppositiem  ever  chal- 
lenged the  position  of  liie  Goverrmient  by 
moving  a  motion  of  no  confidence. 

Mr.  Tudor.  —  Because  th^  were  not 
game. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Because  they  had  not  a 
ghost  of  a  chance  of  carrying  it. 
■  Mr.  McLEAN. — No  member  of  the  late 
Opposition,  I  repeat,  ever  moved  a  motion 
of  no  confidence  in  that  Government.  What 
were  the  conditions  under  which  the  late  Go- 
vernment went  out  of  oflfice  ?  At  the  instance 
of  the  Minister  of  Defence  the  House  car- 
ried an  amendment  on  a  detail  of  the 
Arbitration  Bill,  to  the  effect  that 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  the  uiaaa- 
ists  asking  for  preference  shcnild  constitute 
a  majority  of  the  workers  interested  in  that 
particular  industry.  That  was  carried  by 
a  majority  of  five  votes.  Then  the  Prime 
Minister  immediately  afterwards  moved  the 
adjournment  of  the  House,  and,  when  he 
met  honorable  members  on  the  next  day  of 
sitting,  said  that  he  would  ask  them  to 
reconsider  their  decisicm.  But  he  then  went 
outside  the  House,  and  told  the  press,  who 
published  his  statements  broadcast  over  the 
Commonwealth,  that  if  honwable  members 
would  not  reverse  their  decision,  if  they 
would  not  stultify  themselves — because  that 


is  what  it  would  have  amounted  to— his  Go- 
vernment would  resign  c^ce.  Under  that 
threat  he  afterwards  asked  the  House  to 
agree  to  the  recommittal  of  certain  clauses, 
including  that  in  regard  to  which  the  threat 
had  been  made;  but  the  members  of  the 
then  Opposition  very  properly  told  him  that 
they  had  discussed  and  settled  the  matter, 
and  would  not  reopen  it. 

Mr.  Webster. — That  was  ver\-  fair,  was 
it  not? 

Mr.  McLEAN. — It  was  absolutely  fair. 
If  the  honorable  member  understands  any- 
thing about  parliamentary  practice,  he  must 
know  that  it  is  ridiculous  to  say  that  a 
Government  is  dealt  with  unfairiy  if  it  is 
given  an  opportunity,  as  the  late'  Govern- 
ment was,  to  poll  its  last  vote.  Ei^ry  vote 
in  the  House  was  accoimted  for  on  the 
occasion  to  which  I  refer. 

Mr.  Webster. — On  wbidi  divisim? 

Mr.  McLEAN.— On  the  division  wbidi 
determined  the  fate  of  the  late  Administra- 
ticxi. 

Mr.  Webster. — I  was  referring,  not  to 
that  division,  but  to  the  snatch  vote  on  the 
clause. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — How  can  the  late  Op- 
position be  chargeable  under  the  circum- 
stances with  unfair  treatment?  The  late 
Government,  in  my  opinion  without  justtfi- 
cati<xi  or  reason,  chose  to  regard  a  defeat 
on  a  detail  of  the  Bill  as  vital,  and  expected 
the  Oppositifxi,  whose  member's,  although 
they  had  never  challenged  their  existence, 
did  not  believe  in  them,  to  stultify  itself  by 
reversing  its  previous  vote.  The'next  com- 
plaint levelled  against  us — if  it  can  be  so 
called — is  because  of  the  meagre  poIic>' 
which  we  have  submitted  to  Parliament. 
That  COTnplaint  comes  with  a  very  bad  grace 
ftom  our  predecessors,  after  the  policy 
which  they  submitted.  They  came  into 
office  when  the  session  was  four 
months  younger  than  it  was  when 
we  did  so,  and  they  had  four  Dxmths 
more  in  which  to  transact  public  business. 
But  what  measures  did  they  submit,  in  addi- 
tion to  those  proposed  by  us  ?  The  Seat  of 
Government  Bill,  the  High  Commissioner 
Bill,  a  Roy  al  Commission ,  and  a 
slight  amendment  of  the  Post  and  Tele- 
graph Act.  The  discussion  of  anv  one 
of  those  measures  need  not  have  occupied 
more  than  two  or  three  days,  and  the  Seat 
of  Government  Bill,  which  was  piacticailv 
the  only  debatable  measure  on  the  pro- 
gramme, was  dealt  with  in  three  or  four 
days. 
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Mr.  Webster. — That  decided  the  fate  of 
the  Ministry. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — ^Those  four  small  mea- 
sures were  all  the  late  Government  proposed 
for  a  session  of  four  months  longer  than 
that  at  our  disposal.  We  came  Into  office 
after  the  House  had  been  in  sessicxi  for  six 
months,  and  when,  if  we  desired  to  keep  to 
the  proper  season  for  sitting,  we  should 
have  been  cwisidering  the  question  of  clos- 
ing the  sessioTL 

Mr.  AfcDoNALD. — The  Government  have 
been  considering  that  question  ever  since 
it  took  office. 

Mr.  BIdLEAN. — Then  what  measures 
did  the  late  Government  propose  for  its 
second  session?  It  told  us  that  it  would 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  annex  some  ;^8,ooo,coo 
worth  of  the  banks'  deposits,  and  another 
Bill  to  nationalize  the  tobacco  industry. 
That,  if  I  remember  aright,  is  all  that  was 
foreshadowed  for  the  second  session. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Was  it  not  enough? 

Mr.  McLEAN.— I  think  that  the  present 
Government  has  made  reference  to  a  much 
larger  number  of  measures,  and  certainly 
to  measures  much  less  mischievous  than 
those  of  the  late  Government. 

Mr.  Spence. — ^What  about  an  old-age 
pennons  scheme? 

Mr.  McLean. — That  was  common  to 
both  programmes. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Both  the  heads  of  the 
present  Administration  forgot  to  mentitxi  it. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— The  hraiorable  member 
should  not  try  to  take  advantage  of  an 
omission  of  that  kind,  since  he  knows  that 
the  subject  was  referred  to  by  a  leading 
member  of  the  Government  in  the  Smate 
on  the  day  that  we  first  met  Parliament. 

Mr.  Thomas. — I  did  not  know  it,  be- 
cause I  was  not  in  the  Senate  at  the  time. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — The  honorable  member 
knew  it  when  he  made  his  interjection  just 
now.  He  knew  that  the  Government  must 
have  arranged  to  deal  with  the  old-age  pen- 
sions question,  because,  otherwise  ttie  At- 
torney-General would  not  have  announced 
the  fact  in  the  Senate  on  the  first  day  that 
we  met  the  House.  I  maintain  that,  al- 
though we  outlined  a  number  of  very  im- 
portant measures  as  those  with  which  we  in- 
tend to  deal  next  session,  the  proner  time  to 
announce  the  programme  for  that  session 
will  be  when  the  Governor-General  deliver.«; 
his  speech  in  opening  Parliament.  Every  old 
T>arliaraentarian  will  bear  me  out  in  that. 
Kven  if  we  had  omitted  to  refer  to  anv  of 
the  work  with  whidi  we  intend  to  deal  next 
session,  that  could  not  have  been  charged 


against  us  as  a  serious  omission.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  however,  we  referred  to  a  num- 
ber of  important  measures  with  which  we 
intend  to  deal,  and  to  more  than  were  re- 
ferred to  by  the  late  Government  as  likely 
to  find  a  place  in  their  programme  for  the 
next  sessicm.  Statements  have  been  made 
to  the  effect  that  there  is  a  secret  under- 
standinjg;  between  the  free-traders  and  the 
protectionists,  which  has  not  been  made 
public,  and  that  statement  has  been  fath- 
ered— I  do  not  know  with  what  authority 
— on  our  friends  in  the  oirner,  though  I 
hardly  think  that  any  of  them  would  make 
such  a  statement,  since  it  is  without  the 
slightest  shadow  of  foundation. 

^^^.  McDonald.  —  Every  one  outside 
thinks  that  it  is  so. 

Mr.  McCay. — Those  in  the  Opposition 
comer  do  not. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— Those  who  practice 
that  sort  of  thing  are  always  prcHie  to  sus- 
pect others,  but  I  can  tell  my  honorable 
friends  opposite  that  there  was  nothing  in 
the  shape  of  any  understanding  between 
those  two  parties  that  was  not  made  as  clear 
as  noonday.  The  ccxiditions  of  our  alli- 
ance were  embodied  in  the  manifesto  drawn 
up  by  the  h<»iorabIe  and  learned  member 
for  Ballarat,  and  there  is  no  intention  or 
our  part  to  do  anything  whatev'er  at  vari- 
ance with  that  programme. 

Mr.  Mauges. — ^The  Protectionist  Party 
never  agreed  to  that. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— The  leader  of  the  pro- 
tectionists and  the  main  body  of  the  party 
agreed  to  it. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  main  body  rejected 

it. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — ^As  my  honorable  friend 
has  referred  to  that  matter,  let  him  be  fair. 
I  would  ask  him  what  was  the  objecti<m  that 
was  urged  when  that  manifesto  was  read  at 
our  caucus  meeting  ? 

Honorable  Members.  —  Oh  !  What? 
Caucus. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— The  objectiwi  was  that 
the  fiscal  truce  did  not  go  far  enough. 
Mr.  Reid. — Hear,  hear  ! 

Mr.  McLEAN.— It  was  stated  all  round 
the  room  that  we  had  already  won  a  fiscal 
truce  for  the  natural  life  of  the  present  Par- 
liament, and  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat  was  asked  if  it  would 
not  be  possible  to  induce  the  right  htmor- 
able  member  for  East  Sydney  to  agree  to 
an  extension. 

Mr.  Mauger. — No  such  resoluticxi  was 
carried,  and  the  Minister  knows  it. 
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Sir  William  Lyne.  —  The  Minister's 
statement  is  absolutely  untrue. 

Mr.  Groom. — It  is  absolutely  untrue, 
and  the  Minister  knows  it. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — The  honorable  member 
for  Melbourne  Ports  is  wrong  again.  I 
did  not  say  that  any  resolution  was  car- 
ried. 

ft£r.  Mauger. — Only  two  or  three  honor- 
able members  suggested  it. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— I  say  that  that  was  the 
almost  unanimous  view. 

Honorable  ^Iembers. — No,  na 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  did  not  hear  a  single 
voice  raised  that  day  in  fa\'our  of  reopening 
the  fiscal  question  during  the  life  of  this 
Parliament. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— .-I  am  surprised  to 
hear  the  Minister  make  such  a  statement. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  thought  it  would  take 
a  good  deal  more  than  that  to  surprise  my 
honorable  friend. 

Mr.  Storbeb. — I  desire  to  explain  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order !  The  honor- 
able member  may  raise  a  point  of  order,  but 
he  cannot  make  any  remarks  with  any  other 
object. 

Mr.  Storreb. — My  point  of  order  is  that 
I  was  present  at  the  meeting  referred 
to  and  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— -That  is  not  a  point 
of  order.  The  honorable  member  cannot 
make  an  explanation  at  this  stage. 

Mr.  Reid. — Did  any  one  ask  that  the 
fiscal  truce  should  extend  orar  a  shorter 
period  than  was  proposed? 

Mr.  McLEAN. — In  rising  at  this  stage 
of  the  debate  I  am  placed  at  a  great  dis- 
advantage, inasmuch  as  all  the  big  guns  in 
the  Opposition  corner  have  so  far  refrained 
from  making  their  voices  heard.  I  am 
compelled,  therefore,  to  go  back  to  the 
speech  of  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Indi,  delivered  during  a  recent  de- 
bate, because,  really,  his  speech,  and  that 
of  the  lea'der  of  the  Opposition,  contained 
the  only  charges — if  charges  they  can  be 
called — that  require  any  reply.  We  know 
the  great  ability  of  the  honorable  and 
learned  member,  his  fertility  of  resource, 
and  his  great  command  of  language,  and  I 
must  say  that  he  used  all  these  attributes  to 
the  utmost  advantage  in  denouncing  the 
action  of  the  protectionist  members  who 
sit  on  this  side  of  the  House.  He 
accused  us  of  having  abandoned  our 
protectionist  principles,  and  of  having  be- 
trayed the  cause  of  protection.  These  are 
very  serious  cEarges,  and  I  think  that  they 


come  with  very  bad  grace  from  my  honor- 
able and  learned  friend,  in  view  of' his  om 
action  in  the  whole  matter.  Immediately 
after  the  elections  the  then  Prime  Minister, 
the  honorable  ^d  learned  member  for  Bal- 
larat,  announced  that  it  was  not  intended 
to  re-open  the  fiscal  question  during  the  life 
of  the  present  Parliament.  In  spite  of  that 
announcement,  my  honorable  friend  con- 
tinued to  support  the  Government,  and 
never  uttered  one  murmur  or  complaint 
against  their  decision.  When  that  Govern- 
ment went  out  of  office,  and  were  succeeded 
by  the  Labour  Government,  the  honorable 
member  for  Bland  made  a  similar  announce- 
ment. He  stated  his  intenticm,  both  in 
the  House  and  at  Wagga,  in  his  own  elec- 
torate, not  to  re-open  the  fiscal  question  dur- 
ing the  life  of  this  Parliament ;  and  yet  my 
honorable  and  learned  friend  suppwted 
that  Government  throughout  the  term  for 
which  they  held  office,  without  oat  com- 
plaint or  murmur  about  their  (Mnissirai  to 
re-open  the  fiscal  questi<xi. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^I  raised  the  questimi. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  am  not  speaking  of 
my  honorable  friend,  but  of  a  much  more 
formidable,  a  much  more  able  man. 

Mr.  Mauger. — No  one  disputes  that. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — ^The  moment  the  lale 
Government  were  defeated,  my  honorable 
and  learned  friend  called  together  his  little 
band  of  seceding  protectionirts — for  what 
purpose  ? 

Mr.  Isaacs. — The  Minister  means  the 
succeeding  protectionists. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  do  not  care  to  use  the 
term  " deserters." 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — We  are  better  than 
the  traitors  on  the  Government  side  of  the 
Chamber. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — The  object  of  that  meet- 
ing was  to  find  a  pretext  to  justify  honor- 
able members  in  deserting  their  leader, 
abandoning  their  election  pledges,  and  join- 
ing forces  with  the  Labour  Party. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Why  did  the  leader 
of  the  protectionists  accept  terms  that  were 
previously  rejected? 

Mr.  McLEAN. — The  present  Gm-em- 
ment  was  not  formed,  and,  if  I  am  not 
mistaken,  the  Prime  Minister  had  not  even 
been  sent  for  to  form  the  present  Adminis- 
tration, when  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  ctnnmenoed  negotiatitms  with  tbf 
Labour  Party  to  re-open  the  Tariff. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  Minister  is  wronj 
—it  was  afterwards. 
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Mr.  McLEAN.— Was  not  that  the  object 
of  the  alliance  that  was  entered  into — will 
my  honorable  friend  deny  it? 

Mr.  Reid. — It  was  something  else.  It 
was  another  crutch. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  believe  that  there  were 
three  planks  in  the  platform  of  the  seceders, 
and  they  were  very  important  ones.  I 
would  be  the  \'ery  last  to  underrate  their 
significance.  One  of  the  planks  was  the 
revision  of  the  Tariff ;  another  referred  to 
the  Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill;  and 
the  third  had  reference  to  preferential  trade. 
If  my  honorable  friends  had  fought  for 
these  provisions,  I  could  have  understood 
their  acticxi.  No  doubt  they  did  fight  for 
them,  but  what  did  they  get?  So  far  as 
the  public  can  ascertain  from  all  the  pub- 
lished statements  and  from  the  manifesto 
of  the  alliance  whidi  has  been  issued,  they 
did  not  obtain  a  single  concession  in  return 
for  their  support  of  the  Labour  Party,  ex- 
cept immunity  from  oppositicm  at  the  com- 
ing election.  I  think  it  is  only  fair  to 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Indi  to  say  that  he  could  not  have  been 
thinking  of  himself  when  he  stipulated  for 
that  condition,  because  we  know  perfectly 
well  that  the  Labour  Party  could  not  affect 
his  chances  in  his  own  constituency. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — How  does  the  Minister 
know  that  I  made  any  sudi  stipulation  ?  It 
is  a  mere  assumption  upon  his  part. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— Stipulated  for  what? 

Mr.  Isaacs.— -For  immunity  from  op- 
position. 

Mr.  Spence. — They  did  not  make  that 
stipulation. 

Mr.  Reid. —The  stipulation  is  con- 
tained in  the  document. 

Mr  McLEAN.— At  any  rate,  I  think 
it  is  a  reasonable  assumption,  when  we 
know  that  the  stipulation  is  contjuned  in 
the  manifesto,  and  when  we  have  had  a 
recent  admission  from  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  that  he  had  no  right  to  put  it 
there  without  consulting  his  masters  out- 
side. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — I  never  heard  that  admis- 
sion from  the  leader  of  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — My  honorable  friend 
should  have  attended  the  meeting  which 
was  held  on  Sunday  at  the  Queen's  Hall, 
and  he  would  have  heard  scmething  very 
like  it. 

Mr.  McDonald. — ^The  Minister  was  not 
present  anyhow. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— No;  I  do  not  attend 
political  meetings  on  Sunday.  I  think  that 
six  days  a  week  are  ample  to  devote  to 


politics.  A  man  must  be  a  glutton  who 
would  give  up  the  seventh  day  to  a  politi- 
cal discussion. 

Mr,  Isaacs. — Then  why  did  the  Minister 
advise  me  to  attend  ? 

Mr.  McLEAN.— I  did  not.  I  should 
have  respected  my  honorable  friends — al- 
though it  was  in  violation  of  th»r  election 
pledges — if  they  had  insisted  on  the  con- 
cessions which  they  demanded  upon  the 
three  great  questions  to  which  I  have  rs- 
ferred.  But  when  I  find  that  they  surren- 
dered their  claims  without  receiving  any 
consideration  other  than  that  which  I  have 
stated,  I  am  forced  Xo  the  conclusion  that 
there  was  some  other  motive  for  their  action, 
which  has  not  been  divulged.  It  is  not 
for  me  to  suggest  the  nature  of  that  con- 
sideration. Every  htxiorable  member  can 
fill  in  the  blank  according  to  his  own  imagi- 
nation. I  would  remmd  my  h(morable 
friends  in  the  first  place  that  their  action 
constituted  a  distinct  violation  of  their  hus- 
tings pledges.  I  am  aware  that  the  honor- 
able and  learned  member  for  Indi  was  not 
opposed  at  the  last  election,  and  probably 
he  gave  no  pledge.  But  the  utterances  of 
several  honorable  members  in  the  Opposi- 
tion corner,  including  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hume,  the  honorable  member  for 
Bourke,  and  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Darling  Downs  

Mr.  Groou. — I  was  not  opposed. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— But  the  honorable  and 
learned  member  made  a  statement  which 
I  am  sure  he  will  not  deny. 

Mr.  Groom. — Hear,  heac ! 

Mr.  McLEAN.— The  only  other  member 
of  the  party  who  spoke  during  the  course 
of  the  debate  was  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Corio.  He  manfully  admitted 
that  he  had  pledged  himself  to  his  consti- 
tutents  in  favour  of  fiscal  peace.  He  in- 
formed us  that  he  released  himself  from  that 
pledge  on  the  ground  that  there  had  been  a 
change  of  Go\'emment.  What  that  circum- 
stance had  to  do  with  the  deliberate  viola- 
tion of  an  election  pledge  I  have  yet  to 
learn.  However,  that  is  a  matter 
between  himself  and  his  constituents.  My 
point  is  that  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  admits  that  he  pledged  himself  to 
fiscal  peace  during  the  life  of  the  present 
Parliament.  We  also  know  that  the  leaders 
of  the  three  parties  in  the  House  immedi- 
ately after  it  assembled,  declared  that  the 
result  of  the  general  electicms  had  been  to 
secure  fiscal  peace  during  this  Parliament. 
I  may  be  pardbned,  perhaps,  if  I  read  a 
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few  extracts  bearing  upon  this  point  The 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Ballarat 
said — 

The  fiscal  issue  is  dead  and  buried  during  this 
Parliament,  at  all  events. 

The  present  Prinw  Minister  said  — 

I  recognise  that  that  is  the  verdict  of  the  con- 
stituencies. 

The  honorable  member  for  Bland  said  — 

I  share  the  gratification  of  the  Prime  Minister 
that  with  the  last  election,  the  issue,  as  between 
free-trade  and  protection,  has  disappeared  for 
some  time  to  come,  at  any  rate,  so  far  as  the 
Tariff  is  concerned. 

Further  £mi  he  said — 

Practically  the  fiscal  issue  is  dead,  at  any  rate, 
so  far  as  this  Parliament  is  concerned. 

Again,  on  the  12th  November,  he  said  that 
under  no  circumstances  would  he  be  a  party 
to  the  disturbance  of  the  fiscal  peace  now 
reaclied.     Speaking  at  Wagga  on  the  9th 

August  last  

Mr.  R£iD. — Why,  that  was  only  last 
month. 

Mr.  McLean.  —  Speaking  at  Wagga 
upon  the  9th  August,  the  honorable  member 
said — 

I  believe  there  is  no  probability  of  any  appeal 
for  an  alteration  of  the  Tariff  being  responded 
to  during  this  present  Parliament. 

I  admit  at  once  that  if  honorable  members 
subsequently  received  infonmation  which, 
in  their  opiniai,  justified  them  in  re- 
opening the  questifHi  in  the  interests 
of  the  country,  thev  would  be 
^■arranted  in  doing  so.  But  before  taking 
such  action,  I  certainly  think  that  they 
should  take  their  constituents  into  their  con- 
fidence. They  should  resign  their  seats. 
The  honorable  monber  for  Melbourne 
Ports  laughs  at  the  idea  of  resign- 
ing his  seat.  I  can  quite  tmderstand 
that  that  laugh  comes  from  his  very  heart. 
If  my  honorable  friends  felt  so  strongly 
upon  this  question,  how  is  it  that  they 
entered  into  an  alliance  with  the  Labour 
Partv.  by  giving  up  every  tittle  of  what 
they  claimed  ?  Not  a  single  shred  of  com- 
fort for  them  is  contained  in  the  manifesto 
uhich  has  been  issued  amcerning  either  of 
the  three  questions  to  which  I  have  referred 
In  regard  to  the  Manufactures  Encourage- 
ment Bill,  every  honorable  member  of  the 
allianoe  is  to  have  "  freedcMn  of  action  as  to 
raefhodof  control."  Inotherwords  he  is  to  be 
at  liberty  to  do  exactly  as  he  likes.  When 
my  honorable  friends  agreed  to  that  they 
knew  perfectly  well  th-it  the  Labour  Party, 
which  outnumbers  them  by  two  <x  three  to 
one,  would  to  a  man,  favour  State  cmtrol. 


notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  Statu 
will  not  nationalize  the  industry. 

Mr.  McDonald. — Do  not  be  too  sure 
of  that ;  one  State  in  the  group  is  very 
likely  to  take  the  matter  up. 

Mr.  Reid. — Is  that  Fiji? 

Mr,  McLEAN. — Then  it  is  provided 
that  preferential  trade  is  to  be  "  discussed 
by  the  joint  parties."  What  a  definite  for- 
ward movement  that  is  I  Then  the  Tariff 
is  to  be  "inquired  into."  The  greatest 
opponoit  of  the  revinon  of  the  Tariff 
might  agree  to  those  conditions  without 
abating  oat  jot  of  his  ctxivictions.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  free-traders  would  not  be  more 
averse  to  an  inquiry  than  would  the  pro- 
tecticxiists. 

Mr.  Isaacs.— There  is  provision  for 
something  more  than  an  inquiry. 

Mr.  Reid. — It  is  not  worth  more  than  a 
ticket  for  a  soup  kitohen. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — ^Let  us  hear  the  magnifi- 
cent provisim  which  fbUors: — 

Legislation  (iiwluding  Tariff  legislation)  shown 

to  be  necessary. 

(i)  To  develop  Australian  resources.  (3}  To  pre- 
serve, encourage,  and  benefit  Australian  industries, 
primary  and  secondary.  (3)  To  secure  fairer  con- 
ditions for  labour  for  all  engaged  in  every  form  of 
industrial  enterprise,  and  to  aavance  their  interests 
and  well-being  without  dijtinctioa  of  class  or 
social  status. 

Mr.  Reid. — Indi  again  I 

Mr.  McLEAN.  —  That  is  magnificent 
But  what  follows? 

(4)  As  to  any  regulation  arising  under  this  para- 
graph only,  any  member  of  either  party  may,  as 
to  any  specific  proposal — 

Now  listen  to  this — 

(a)  Agree  with  the  members  of  his  own  party 
to  be  bound  by  their  joint  determination,  or 

{b)  Decide  for  himself  how  far  the  particular 
circamBtances  prove  necessity,  or  the  extent  to 
which  the  proposal  shall  be  earned. 

A  lot  of  magnificent  proposals  are  laitt 
down,  and  then  we  have  "a"  and  "  b" 
taking  any  particular  starch  or  benefit  out 
of  them.  I  must  say  that  when  I  read  this 
document,  I  thanked  my  stars,  for  the  sake 
of  my  old  friend,  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Indi,  that  he  had  not  gone  any 
further  in  alphabetical  order.  If  be 
up  everything  he  had  contended  for  in  the 
two  initial  letters  of  the  alphabet,  it  would 
be  sad  to  contemplate  what  he  might  ha« 
done  when  he  had  reached  the  letter  "r."  I 
fancy  I  can  hear  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  bargaining,  not  for  himself-  l  ad- 
mit that  he  has  no  necessity  to  do  that — 
but  for  some  of  his  followers,  with  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  to  spare  them  at 
the  electi(»i.  I  can  imagine  that  I  hear  the 
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polite  and  gentlonanly  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sitkxi  telling  him  in  the  language  of  the 
poet — 

I  will  place  thee  in  a  sylvan  bower 
And  guard  thee  like  a  tender  flower. 

The  honorable  and  learned  membar  for 
Indi,  in  his  facetious  manner,  went  on  to 
describe  the  parties  sitting  on  this  side  of 
tha  House  as  a  "sexless"  combination.  I 
can  only  say  that  if  my  honorable  friend, 
in  his  negotiations  with,  and  his  final  sur- 
render to,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition, 
showed  any  political  sex  it  certainly  was  not 
the  masculine  sex.  The  hcmorable  and 
learned  member  promised  to  "  love,  honour, 
and  obey  "  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  <ni 
condition  of  receiving  what  the  weaker  ves- 
sel always  receives,  even  in  a  saVage  land, 
from  her  lewd  and  master — personal  protec- 
tion. But  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber went  cm,  and  promised  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  a  very  numerous  family,  which, 
in  his  own  graphic  language,  was  to  com- 
prise "  all  the  progressive  forces  of  the 
Commonwealth."  We  can  imagine  *'  all  the 
progressive  forces  of  the  CommOTwealth  " 
being  galvanized  Into  life,  and  action  being 
taken  on  such  a  soul-stirring  plank  as  that 
prefermtial  trade  is  to  be  "discussed."  The 
bonc^able  and  learned  member  went  still 
further.  He  agreed  to  constitute  himself  a 
sort  of  decov  duck  to  lure  any  erring  spirits 
from  this  side  of  the  House  to  the  labour 
fold.  Really,  the  appeal  he  made  the  other 
evening  to  honorable  members  to  cross  the 
floor  was  most  touching — it  was  made  with 
all  the  blandishments  that  my  honorable 
and  learned  friend  can  command.  I  pre- 
sume the  reason  he  called  us  a  ''sradess  " 
lot  was  that  there  was  not  a  rush  to  cross. 
I  am  sure  he  must  have  realized  during  all 
these  trying  negotiaiims  the  truth  of  the 
lines — 

Oh,  what  a  tangled  web  we  weave. 
When  first  we  practise  to  deceive. 

In  the  same  spirit,  on  the  very  day  that  the 
motion  of  no-oonfidence  was  tabled,  ihe  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  perpetrated  a 
most  magnificent  farce.  He  rose,  and  in 
austere  manner,  and,  with  an  air  of  pris- 
tine innocence  and  almost  vestal  purity, 
gave  notice  of  his  intenticm  to  move,  next 
day,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Royal  Com- 
mission to  inquire  into  the  working  of  the 
present  Tariff.  I  need  hafdly  say  that  that 
idea  was  borrowed  from  the  Minister  of 
Defence,  who  had  expressed  an  opinion  in 
that  direction,  in  a  press  interview,  some 
days  before.  That,  however,  is  not  the  im- 
portant pomt.    When  the  honorable  and 


learned  member  for  Indi  gave  notice 
of  that  motioHj  he  knew  that  as 
so(xi  as  he  sat  down  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  would  give  notice  of 
a  moti<m  which  would  arrest  all  business 
— a  motion  which  my  honorable  friend 
had  no  doubt  helped  to  frame,  and  which, 
if  suozessfui,  was  intended  to  result  in  a 
general  election.  That,  is  what  the  late 
Government  asked  the  Governor -General  to 
grant  them,  and  what  they  were  working 
for.  But  if  the  motion  of  which  the  leader 
of  the  Opposititm  at  that  time  was  pre- 
pared to  give  notice  .were  successful,  my 
honorable  and  learned  friend  knew  that  it 
would  be  utterly  impossible  ever  to  reach 
the  question  involved  in  his  motim.  Of 
course  it  was  a  splendid  electioneering  cry. 
My  honorable  fnends  opposite  seem  to  be 
adepts  at  that  sort  of  thing.  I  kfK>w  that 
my  honorable  and  learned  friend  has  great 
ability,  and  I  am  sure  that  there  are  very 
few  honorable  members  who  respect 
him  more  highly  than  I  da  But 
in  matters  of  this  kind  we  have 
to  speak  out  plainly ;  and  I  must  say  that 
my  honorable  and  learned  friend  displayed 
a  capacity  for  acting  which  I  never  gave 
Mm  credit  for.  The  whole  thing  was 
about  as  clever  a  piece  of  acting  as  it 
has  e\*er  been  my  good  fortune  to  see. 
It  may  have  been  a  little  overdone.  For 
instance,  the  anguish  that  my  honorable 
and  learned  friend  expressed  at  the  havoc 
that  was  being  wrought  by  the  present 
Tariff  was,  I  think,  a  little  overdrawn;  and 
the  indignation  that  he  expressed  against 
the  protectionists  On  this  side  of  the  House 
was  perhaps  a  little  too  terrible  when  we 
remember  that  bctfh  of  those  emotions  had 
slumbered  peacefully  for  the  previous  nine 
nsonths,  and  had  only  been  suddenly  gal- 
vanized into  existence  when  the  Labour 
Goverrmient  were  turned  out  of  office. 
I  am  reminded  forcibly  of  a  country- 
man of  my  own,  who,  having  failed  to  see 
the  point  of  a  joke,  racked  his  brains  for 
two  days  in  the  effort  to  discover  it.  At 
last,  having  found  a  wrong  and  not  the  real 
point  of  the  joke,  he  laughed  most  heartily, 
and  said,  "Eh,  mon,  it  was  guid."  And 
then  he  added,  "And  it  flashed  on  me  a' 
o'  a  sudden."  This  necessity  for  an  imme- 
diate revision  of  the  Tariff  must  have 
flashed  on  my  honorable  and  learned  friend 
"  a'  o'  a  sudden  "  when  the  Labour  Party 
went  out  of  office.  My  honorable  and 
learned  friend  referred  in  rather  scathing 
terms  to  the  reacticmaries  and  conservatives 
on  this  side  of  the  House.    Any  one  who 
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will  express  any  serious  fear  of  an  influx  of 
the  conservative  element  into  a  Farliameiit 
which  is  elected  on  the  most  democratic 
franchise  that  the  world  has  ever  seen  must 
be  trying — I  do  not  care  to  use  harsh  terms, 
but  he  certainly  cannot  be  very  sincere  in 
his  denunciation.  Honorable  gentlemen 
who  are  so  ready  to  denounce  what  they  call 
the  conservative  element  know  perfectly 
well  that  if  four,  five,  or  half-a-dozen  per- 
sons having  conservative  leanings  get  into 
a  House  of  seventy-five  members,  it  is  the 
utmost  that  can  be  expected  under  such  a 
frandiise  as  we  have^  They  know  also  that 
those  persons  cannot  possibly  do  any 
harm.  They  cannot  retard  progressive 
legislation. 

Mr.  Spence. — If  they  hold  the  balance 
of  power  they  can. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — At  the  same  time  our 
honorable  friends  know  that  honorable 
members  opposite,  who  are  quite  as  exclu- 
sive as  is  the  most  crusty  conservaHve,  are 
a  much  more  dangerous  body. 

Mr.  Reid. — Hear,  hear;  a  Mascsiic 
Lodge. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — But  it  is  a  safe  thing  to 
rjul  at  a  weak  party,  and  it  is  probably  a 
prudent  thing  to  speak  well  of  what  is 
really  a  rising  party.  The  leader  of  the  Op- 
position complained  bitterly  of  the  remark 
I  made  to  the  effect  that  the  Labour  Party 
represented  only  a  section  of  a  class.  I 
should  be  very  sorry  indeed  to  misrepresent 
my  honorable  friends  in  any  way.  I  can 
assure  them  that  so  far  as  the  personnel  of 
the  party  is  concerned  no  one  has  more 
respect  for  them  than  I  have,  or  more 
friendly  feelings  towards  them.  But  I 
spoke  from  the  evidence  of  my  own  senses 
in  this  House  what  I  believed  then,  and 
what  I  still  believe^  to  be  literally  and  ab- 
solutely true. 

Mr.  Spence. — How  could  we  get  here 
without  bang  elected  in  the  same  way  as 
other  honorable  members? 

Mr,  McLEAN. — I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  persons  of  no  other  class  vote  for  my 
honorable  friends  opposite.  I  know  per- 
fectly well  that  they  do.  But  when  my 
honorable  friends  enter  this  House  what 
consideration  do  they  show  those  other  per- 
sons who  vote  for  them?  Whom  do  they 
represent  outside  ?  Trade  unionists  ?  They 
certainly  do  not  represent  the  free  la- 
bourers. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — We  da 
'Six.  McLEAN. — ^This  is  most  extraor- 
dinary. 


Mr.  Spence. — ^We  desire  fair  play  for 
everybody. 

Mr.  IilcLEAN. — And  yet  my  honorable 
friends  support  legislation  which  would  rob 
the  free  labourer  of  his  means  of  living. 

Mr.  Webster. — That  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— They  do  more.  They 
abuse  them  in  language  which  I  hardly 
like  to  repeat.  Such  terms  as  "scab^" 
"  blackleg,"  and  "  members  of  the  criminal 
classes,"  are  the  epithets  that  are  hurled  by 
members  of  the  Labour  Party  at  fiee 
labourers. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — The  free-traders 
have  called  the  protectionists  robbers? 

Mr.  McCav.— What  did  the  hmwrable 
member  call  the  Labour  Party  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order !  I  am  sorry 
to  have  to  mention  the  name  of  the  Minister 
of  Defence,  but  this  is  the  second  time  he 
has  offended.  I  must  ask  that  these  inter- 
jections across  the  Chamber  shall  be  abso- 
lutely repressed. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— With  the  exception  of 
a  few  days  given  to  the  conuderation  of  the 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  the  Labour  Go- 
vernment while  in  oflSce  devoted  practically 
the  whole  of  their  time  to  the  consideratiwi 
of  the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill. 
I  was  a  constant  attendant  in  the  House, 
and  I  never  heard  a  member  of  that  party 
advocate  any  provision  from  the  employers 
stand -point. 

Mr.  Spence. — There  was  no  need  for 
that.  They  had  plenty  of  friends  to  do 
that  for  them. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — Honorable  members  op- 
posite cannot  claim  to  represent  them.  They 
cannot  claim  to  represent  the  free  labourers. 
I  should,  therefore,  like  to  know  wbom 
my  honorable  friends  opposite  represent 
outside  trade  unionists? 

Mr.  Spence. — We  are  prepared  to  gire 
everybody  fair  play,  and  that  should  be 
all  that  is  needed. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— I  admit  that  they  repre- 
sent trade  unionists  well.  Thev  are  cer- 
tainly true  to  their  pledges  to  those  people. 
T  have  never  known  them  desert  trade 
unionists  on  anv  orcasicn  whatever.  I  still 
say,  judging  from  all  that  I  have  seen, 
that  whoever  may  support  them  at  the  elec- 
tions, when  they  come  into  this  House  hm- 
orable  members  of  the  Labour  Party  repre- 
sent only  one  section  of  the  workers,  ant? 
that  is  the  trade  unimiists.  During  this 
debate  we  have  heard  a  good  deal  abwrt 
Socialism.  I  have  been  a  little  exercised 
about  my  honorable  friends'  eagerness  to 
deny  that  they  sympathize  with  Sm^alism. 
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Mr.  KjNG  OMalley. — Nobody  here 
denies  it.  I  am  a  Socialist  from  my  toes 
to  my  nose. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— What  is  a  Socialist? 
All  authorities  I  have  read  <m  the  subject 
assert  that  the  ultimate  end  of  Sodalism  is 
the  nationalization  of  land,  of  capital,  and 
of  industries.  I  think  my  honorable  friends 
opposite  will  admit  that. 

Mr.  Webster. — They  will  admit  any- 
thing. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — It  is  on  that  point  that 
I  join  issue  with  them.  As  for  their  pre- 
sent milk-and-water  programme,  there  is 
no  great  harm  in  it.  I  am  sure  I  should 
have  been  quite  willing  to  have  let  my 
friends  opposite  remain  in  possession  of 
the  Treasury  bench  while  dealing  with 
their  milk-and-water  legislation.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  should  have  been  wise  in  do- 
so,  because  when  we  know  that  men 
are  travelling  on  a  dangerous  road  to  a  goal 
that  we  know  would  be  destructive  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  country,  the  sooner 
their  progress  is  arrested  the  better  it  will 
be  for  all  concerned. 

Mr.  Thomas. — That  is  why  we  have 
proposed  a  motion  of  want  of  confidence  in 
honorable  gentlemen  opposite. 

Mr.  iScLEAN. — When  the  honorable 
member  for  Darling,  whom  we  all  respect, 
beamed  on  us  the  other  day  for  five  solid 
hours,  he  devoted  his  time  to  teaching  us 
the  beauties  of  Socialism,  and  the  great 
attractions  and  advantages  of  State  control. 
The  honorable  member  even  went  so  far  as 
to  tell  us  that  in  regard  to  the  care  of 
children  the  mother  is  not  in  it  with  the 
Stole. 

Mr.  Spence. — I  did  not.  I  merely 
quoted  facts. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — My  honorable  friend 
told  us  that  children  that  were  farmed  out 
by  the  State  were  infinitely  better  cared  for 
than  those  under  the  care  of  any  mother. 

Mr.  Spence. — I  did  not.  I  said  that  in 
South  Australia  the  record  of  babies  farmed 
out  is  a  favorable  one.  That  is  merely 
a  fact  which  can  be  ascertained  by  any  hon- 
orable member, 

Mr.  McLEAN. — My  honorable  friend 
went  on  to  point  out  tKe  beauties  and  ad- 
vantages of  land  nationalization.  He  told 
us  that  when  the  State  secured  possession 
of  the  land,  it  would  have  so  much  money 
coming  in  from  it  that  the  Government  could 
remit  taxation  in  every  direction,  and 
could  run  railways  free  for  the  omvenience 
of  the  people.  But  the  honorable  member 
never  once  told  us  how  the  State  is  to  get 


possession  of  the  land.  Surely  there  are  only 
I  two  ways  by  which  the  State  can  get  posses- 
I  sion  of  the  land — by  purchase  or  by  confis- 
I  cation  ?  The  honorable  member  for  Darling 
j  would  not,  I  believe,  advocate  confiscation. 
I  I  am  (^ly  saying  that  there  are  two  ways 
I  uf  obtaining  possession. 

Mr.  Spence. — I  did  not  advocate  either. 
Mr.  McLEAN. — I  understand  fron  my 
honorable  friends  opposite  that  they  ha\-e 
no  sympathy  with  the  confiscaticm  of  private 
property.     Is  not  that  so?     Well,  then,  my 
honorable  friends  must  intend  to  buy  the 
land.     Am  I  right  there  ? 
Mr.  Reid.— Tax  it  first. 
Mr.  McLEAN. — That  shows  the  unfor- 
tunate position  of  gentlemen  who  have  no 
knowledge  whatever  of  business  matters. 
It  looks  splendid — most  attractive.  But 
let  us  come  closer  to  the  question.     In  order 
to  buy  the  land  you  must,  in  the  first  place, 
borrow  the  m(H»ey  to  buy  it  with. 

Mr.  Spence.  —  It  is  unnecessary  to  do 
that. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— Take  the  case  of  Vic- 
toria. Victoria  has,  I  think  —  speaking 
from  memory  —  24.000,000  or  25,000,000 
acres  of  alienated  land.  If,  leaving  out 
city  land,  we  put  the  value  down  at,  say 
per  acre — that  is,  I  think,  a  moflerate 
estimate  of  the  value— ^  should  have,  in 
the  first  place,  to  borrow  about 
j^ico,ooo,ooo  to  buy  Out  the  Victorian  pri- 
vately-owned land.  How  is  the  value  of 
land  ascertained  ?  The  real  value  of  land 
is  the  capitalizati<Mi  of  its  net  income,  com- 
puted at  the  current  rate  of  interest.  That 
is  the  rental  value  of  land,  the  tenant  pay- 
ing all  local  taxes.  The  rental  value  of 
land  should  represent  the  annual  interest. 
Therefore  the  rent  that  my  honorable 
friends  would  receive — even  if  they  got  the 
highest  rent  that  the  most  grasping  private 
land-owner  could  get,  and  tenants  will  not 
give  more  than  the  interest  represented  by 
the  profits  from  the  land  

Mr.  Spence. — Why,  then,  did  the  honor- 
able gentleman  advocate  compulsory  land 
resumption? 

Mr.  McLEAN.  —  I  advocated  a  very 
different  kind  of  land  resumption.  I  will  tell 
my  honorable  friend  later  what  I  advocated, 
but  I  will  deal  with  this  question  first. 
There  would  be  no  money  left  from  the 
rents  to  go  to  the  State.  But  the  State 
would  have  to  provide  for  the  interest  con- 
nected with  it  The  State  would  also  have 
to  provide  the  enormous  expenditure  in- 
volved in  supervision — the  supervision  that 
is  at  present  exercised  by  the  individual 
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land-owner,  and  that  would  amount  to 
an  enormous  sum.  What  then  beccwnes  of 
my  honorable  friends'  millions  that  are  to 
be  rolling  in,  and  which  will  enable  them 
to  abolish  the  freights  on  the  railways? 
Another  phase  of  this  qu^ticxi  of  State- 
owned  land  is  this :  Every  one  who  under- 
stands the  question  knows  that  land  that 
has  been  cultivated  a  tenant,  unless  it 
is  cultivated  under  the  most  stringent  con- 
ditions and  the  most  careful  supervision, 
will,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  be  ex- 
hausted. It  is  absolutely  necessary  to  give 
back  to  the  land  the  properties  that  are 
extracted  from  it  by  cultivation.  We  can 
imagine  therefore  the  amount  of  supervision 
that  would  be  necessary  on  the  part  of  the 
State  in  order  to  keep  the  land  frcxn  being 
impoverished  or  exhausted  by  the  tenants. 

Mr,  Batchelor. — Is  this  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment policy? 

Mr.  McLEAN. — It  is  part  of  pay  honor- 
able friends'  policy,  and  I  am  showing  what 
they  are  working  towards  and  what  con- 
stitutes a  very  serious  menace  to  the  future 
prospect  of  Australia  if  they  become 
strong  enough  to  govern. 

Mr.  Spence. — ^Yet  the  honorable  gentle- 
man supported  it  himself? 

Mi*.  McLEAN.— I  will  tell  my  honor- 
able friend  what^  supported.  I  sup- 
ported the  purchase  of  land  for  the  pur- 
pose of  dividing  it  into  small  holdings  and 
planting  a  peasant  proprietary  on  the  soil, 
and  I  lo(^d  to  the  purdusers  being  able 
to  pay  for  that  land  by  the  labour  that 
they  put  into  it  each  year.  My  anticipa- 
tions in  that  respect  have  been  thoroughly 
justified  by  the  experiments  we  have  made. 
I  believe  that  it  is  a  sound  policy  to  plant 
an  industrious  yeomanry  on  the  soil. 

Mr.  Webster. — That  is  our  policy. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — No.  My  honorable 
friend's  policy  is  that  of  the  tenant  and 
the  landlord,  the  State  being  the  land- 
lord, and  the  people  who  work  the  land 
the  tmants,  who  are  personally  interested 
in  taking  all  they  can  extract,  and  giving 
back  as  little  as  possible  in  return. 

Mr.  Webster. — The  honorable  gentle- 
man's policy  is  that  of  the  mortgagee  and 
the  borrower, 

Mr.  McLEAN. — The  policy  of  closer 
settlement  is,  I  believe,  a  sound  and  healthy 
one.  I  should  like  to  see  all  the  good  pro- 
ductive land  of  Australia  in  the  hands  of 
small  holders,  who  would  have  a  pers(»ial 
interest  in  preserving  it  from  impoverish- 
ment and  exhaustion.  These  men  would 
be  the  best  colonists  we  could  have.  They 


would  have  a  vested  interest  in  the  country, 
and  would  do  nothing  to  oidanger  its  wd- 
fare  or  progress. 

Mr.  Spence. — The  bonwable  gentleman 
is  on  the  same  platform  as  we  are. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— When  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  was  twitting  the  Government 
with  its  intention  to  confer  with  the  States 
Governments  during  the  recess,  he  told  us, 
in  a  high-handed  manner,  that  he  would 
not  treat  with  the  States  GovenimeQts,  but 
would  appoint  a  High  Commissioner  for 
the  Commonwealth  straight  away»  and  trust 
to  public  opinion  compelling  them  to  trans- 
fer to  him  the  work  which  the  Agents- 
General  are  now  performing. 

Mr.  Webster. — Where  did  he  sav  that? 

Mr.  McLEAN.— He  used  words  to  that 
effect. 

Mr.  Webster. — Let  the  honorable  gaitle- 
man  quote  his  words. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — How  can  I  quote  the 
exact  words  ?  My  honorable  friend  will 
find  the  words  in  Hansard,  and  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Bland  will  not  deny  that 
he  used  them.  He  is  too  honorable  and 
straightforward  to  deny  what  he  said. 

.  Mr.  Thomas. — No  one  would  care  to 
deny  what  he  said ;  we  only  ask  the  boncn- 
able  gentleman  to  quote  his  wcH-ds. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — Those  are  his  words, 
as  nearly  as  I  can  remember  them. 

Mr.  Thomas. — As  nearly  ! 

Mr.  McLEAN. — He  said  that  he  would 
appoint  a  High  Conamissioner  during  the 
present  session,  and  he  added  that  public 
opinion  would  compel  the  States  Goram- 
ments  to  come  into  line  at  once. 

Mr.  Spence. — That  is,  those  who  refused 
to  come  in  by  negotiati<Hi. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— :-Negotiating  with  a  pis- 
tol held  at  their  Beads. 

Mr.  Spence. — Hear,  hear;  a  good  way 
too,  sometimes. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— That  statement  showed 
a  ,want  of  business  tact  and  diplomatic 
skill  which,  in  my  judgment,  would  utterly 
unfit  any  person  holding  those  opinions  ftw 
the  leadership  of  the  Government  of  the 
Commonwealth.  ' 

Mr.  Fisher. — I  think  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  is  doing  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition an  injustice.  What  he  said  was  thai 
the  appointment  of  a  High  Commissioner 
was  necessary,  and,  ik>  doubt,  the  States 
would  see  to  their  own  affairs. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— The  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition said  that  public  (H>inion  would  coa^l 
the  States  to  come  into  line.  I  distinctly 
remember  him  using  those  words. 


Digitjzed  by 


Google 


Motion  of  Want       [27  September,  1904.]       of  Confidence. 


4971 


Mr.  Spehce. — ^That  was  in  answer  to  an 
interjection. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — That  was  dealing  with 
the  States  Governments,  who  have  rights 
under  the  Ccmstitution,  in  precisely  the 
same  way  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
tried  to  deal  with  the  House  when  he  held 
out  a  threat  if  we  did  not  eat  our  own 
words  and  reverse  our  vote  he  would  go  out 
of  office. 

Mr.  Webster. — He  said  that  if  the 
Opposition  did  not  give  his  Government 
time  to  discuss  the  question  he  would  go  out 
of  office. 

Mr.  McL£AN. — The  honorable  member 
can  give  his  own  version.  The  leader  of 
the  Opposition  ridiculed  our  idea  of  con- 
feiring  with  the  States  Governments  with 
a  view  to  have  a  uniform  system  of  old-age 
pensions  for  the  Commonwealth  in  place 
of  the  systems  now  in  operation  in  New 
South  Wales  and  Victoria.  He  tx>ld  us  that 
he  would  pass  an  Old-Age  Pensions  Bill, 
inespective  of  the  views  of  the  States.  Is 
not  that  a  threat? 

Mr.  Thomas. — He  said  he  would  estab- 
lish old-age  pensions  whether  the  States 
would  agree  or  not. 

Mr.  McLean. — What  sort  of  a  position 
should  we  be  in  to  negotiate  with  the  States 
Governments  if  we  told  them  beforehand, 
"  We  are  going  to  negotiate  with  you^  but 
unless  you  do  exactly  as  we  tell  you  we 
shall  proceed  without  you?" 

Mr.  Thomas.— He  did  not  say  any  such 
thing. 

Mr  McLEAN.— That  is  the  inevitable 
inference  to  be  drawn. 

Mr.  Thomas. — ^That  is  not  correct,  and 
the  honor^le  gentleman  knows  it  is  not 
He  is  most  unfair,  and  I  am  surprised  at 
him. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — What  construction  would 
any  one  put  on  the  honorable  gentleman's 
statement,  but  that  he  would  proceed  with 
an  Old- Age  Pensions  Bill  whether  the 
States  would  agree  to  his  proposal  or  not  ? 

Mr.  Thomas. — ^Will  this  Government  give 
us  old-age  pensitxis? 

Mr.  McLEAN.  —  When  the  honorable 
member  rises  he  can  speak  about  the  Go- 
vernment I  am  speaking  about  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  Frazer. — ^We  will  admit  that  much. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  am  glad  that  my  hon- 
orable friend  admits  it. 

Mr.  Fbazer. — Only  that  much. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — Whenever  we  spoke  of 
our  honorable  friends  opposite  as  being 
under  the  dranination  of  outside  organiza- 


tioas,  we  were  invariably  met  with  a  con- 
tradiction from  their  side.  We  were  told 
that  they  were  absolutely  independent  of 
outside  organizations.  When  we  mentioned 
that  the  minority  must  bow  to  the  decisicHi 
of  the  majority  in  caucus,  that  was  denied, 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  we  had  before 
us  the  pledge  that  every  member  of  the 
party  has  to  sign  before  he  goes  up  for 
election.     When  speaking  to  their  masters 

outside  

Mr.  Thomas. — ^Are  not  the  people  outside 
the  honorable  gentleman's  masters  as  well  as 
ours? 

Mr.  McLEAN. — Not  in  the  same  sense. 
We  are  n<^  the  bondsmen  of  certain  organi- 
zations outside.  What  did  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  say  on  Sunday  night,  when 
he  addressed  the  audience  that  assembled 
in  the  Queen's  Hall,  Melbourne? — 

It  was  true  the  labour  Members  of  Parliament 
were  tbe  result  of  organizations,  were  governed 
by  the  rules  of  organisations,  worked  by  a  plat- 
form prepared  by  organisations,  and  had  to  abide 
by  decisions  in  caucus. 

That  is  all  we  ever  asserted  about  the 
Labour  Party. 
Mr.  TtmoR.— Na 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  never  heard  any  one 
go  further  than  that. 

Mr.  Thomas. — 'Nonsense. 

Mr.  McLEAN.  ■ —  I  do  not  see  how  it 
would  be  possible  for  any  one  to  go  further, 
because  the  honorable  member  for  Bland 
admits  that  the  Labour  Party  are  the  crea- 
ticHi  of  these  organizations,  are  governed  by 
their  rules,  and  are  ^impelled  to  abide  by 
the  decision  of  a  majority  in  caucus  

Mr.  Thomas. — On  the  platfcwm. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — On  matters  afifecting  the 
platform,  which  is  a  very  much  wider 
thing. 

Mr.  Webster. — Hcmorable  members  on 
the  other  side  are  in  the  same  fix. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — If  we  were  all  in  the 
same  fix,  I  could  tell,  the  honorable  member 
how  the  House  would  be  situated  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  If  we  had  a  caucus,  and  the 
majority  could  axnpel  the  minority  to  sit 
with  them,  speak  with  them,  and  vote  with 
them,  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Indi  and  his  friends  would  be  here,  in 
their  proper  place,  suppwting  us. 

Mr.  Mavgeb.  —  The  caucus  decided 
against  the  honorable  gentleman,  and  he 
knows  that  it  did. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — My  honorable  friends 
opposite  admit  that  the  members  on  this 
side  ccnstitute  a  majority  of  the  Protec- 
tionist Party. 
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Mr.  Isaacs. — If  we  had  all  kept  oar 
pledges,  the  honwable  gentleman  would  be 
still  on  this  side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  McLean — I  do  not  know  whom  my 
hmorable  and  learned  frittid  means  by 
Ve." 

Mr.  Maugeb. — The  majority  of  the  cau- 
cus, and  the  honorable  member  knows  it. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — I  did  not  accuse  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Indi  of 
breaking  his  pledges. 

Mr.  Kennedy. — Were  we  not  free  to 
TOte  as  we  thought  fit  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
bers for  Moira  and  Echuca,  and  I  think 
the  Prime  Minister,  though  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Custcnns  being  in  fnmt  of  him 
I  could  not  hear  distinctly,  have  been 
guilty  of  an  offence  to  which  I  have  drawn 
attention  two  or  three  times,  that  is,  of 
conversing  across  the  chamber.  I  would 
also  remmd  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Indi,  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Melbourne!  Ports,  that  they 
will  both  have  an  opportimity  to  speak 
later  on,  and  therefore  I  hope  that  they 
will  not  ctHitinue  their  interjecticxis. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — All  the  members  now 
sitting  in  the  Opposition  comer  should  be 
supporting  the  Government  with  voice  and 
vote,  and  would  then  be  doing  a  much  wiser 
thing  for  themselves  and  their  country  than 
they  are  now  doing.  I  wish  to  say  in  con- 
clusion— because  the  hour  is  late,  and  I 
have  spoken  longer  than  I  intended — that 
it  is  the  earnest  desire  of  this  Government, 
and  all  our  actions  will  be  devoted  to  thai 
end,  to  make  Au.>tralia  a  land  worth  living 
in,  and  not  a  place  to  be  avoided.  We 
believe  that  the  best  way  fo  do  that  will 
b^  to  stimulate  an3  to  encourage  primary 
production  and  industrial  enterprise  by 
every  legitimate  means  in  our  power. 

Mr.  Isaacs. — That  is  our  platform. 

Mr.  McLEAN. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member  and  those  with  him  have 
given  that  up  with  their  "  a  "  and  "  b  "  pro- 
visiMis,  We  make  no  such  surrender.  We 
shall  endeavour  to  secure  to  every  man  and 
woman  in  the  Commonwealth  the  legiti- 
mate reward  of  their  honest  toil. 

Mr.  Spence. — By  what  means? 

Mr.  McLEAN. — By  the  nieans  which  we 
have  announced  in  our  platform,  and  by 
other  legislaticm  on  the  same  lines.  In 
the  true  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  which 
provides  that  every  man  and  woman  in  the 
Commonwealth  shall  have  an  equal  voice 
in  framing  the  law,  we  shall  endeavour  to 
make  them  equal  before  the  law. 


Mr.  Frazes. — When  speaking  to  the 
motion  now  before  the  House,  I  said — 

The  honorable  member  for  Gippsland  may  have 
stated  on  the  hustings  his  belief  in  woman'i  fru- 
chise;  but,  although  he  was  Premier  of  Victoria 
for  a  considerable  time,  he  did  not  introduce  a 
Bill  to  give  effect  to  that  belief. 

I  was  led  to  make  that  statement  because 
of  my  knowledge  that  the  women  of  this 
State  are  not  enfranchised  under  the  Vk- 
torian  law,  and  the  Minister  did  not  axnxX 
me  at  the  time. 

Mr.  McLean. — Yes,  I  did. 

Mr.  Frazer. — The  honorable  gentleman 
has  since  repudiated  the  charge,  and  on 
looking  through  the  records  of  tJhe  Victmian 
Parliament  when  he  was  in  dfice,  I  have 
ascertained  that  he  introduced  a  Bill,  and  ' 
then  a  second  Bill,  providing  for  the  sub- 
mission of  the  question  to  a  referendiun  of 
the  people.  I  wish,  therefore,  to  unre- 
servedly withdraw  my  former  statement,  and 
to  ask  the  Minister  and  the  House  to  ac- 
cept my  assurance  that  when  I  made  it  I 
believed  it  to  be  correct. 

Mr.  McLean. — Hear,  hear.     That  is 
manly. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume).— Before 
asking  for  an  adjournment  of  the  debate.  I 
think  it  right,  since  certain  statements  han 
been  made  by  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs,  to  say  a  word  or  two  on  a  subject 
which  I  regret  has  been  brought  before  the 
House.  I  refer  to  the  divulgence  of  cer- 
tain proceedings  which  took  place  in  a 
caucus  of  the  Protectionist  Party,  under 
the  seal  of  confidence. 

Mr.  McLean.- — ^Who  violated  the  confi- 
dence? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Minister: 
and  he  has  made  a  statement  wluch,  I  regret 
to  say,  is  not  in  accordance  with  what  took 
place.  He  said  thiU  a  majority  of  those 
present  were  in  favour  of  a  longer  extension 
of  the  fiscal  truce  than  was  proposed  in  the 
memorandum  submitted  bv  the  then  leader 
of  the  party ;  but  the  only  member  wh<xn  I 
heard  sav  a  word  in  reference  to  the  matter 
was  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  ■ 
Bendiga 

Mr.  McLean. — I  heard  many  bonwable 
members  express  tl^t  opinion. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Two  or  three 
others  may  have  done  sa  I  did  not  heir 
them,  and  no  vote  was  tajcen  on  the  questioo. 

Mr.  McLean. — The  hcmorable  member 
was  himself  in  favour  of  extending  the 
time. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  was  absolutely 

against  it. 
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Mr.  McLean. — I  do  not  say  at  the  cau- 
cus, but  when  addressing  the  electors  at 
Alburv. 

Sir'wiLLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  speaking 
of  what  took  place  at  the  caucus,  I  shall 
have  s(»nething  else  to  say  about  what  has 
been  alleged,  m  reference  to  my  statements 
elsewhere.  I  am  referring  now  to  state- 
ments which  have  been  made  to-night  in 
reference  to  the  proceedings  which  took 
place  at  the  caucus,  and  I  wish  my  refuta- 
tion of  them  to  be  published  side  by  side 
with  the  statements  themselves.  The  Slinis- 
ter  also  said  that  a  majority  of  the  protec- 
tionists were  in  favour  of  a  coaiitim,  and  in 
refutation  of  that  statement,  I  wish  to  say 
that  there  was  a  unanimous  decision  not 
to  join  under  the  leadership  of  the  present 
Prime  Minister.  It  was  a  clear  under- 
standing that,  before  any  further  steps  of 
any  kind  were  taken,  another  meeting  of  the 
party  would  be  called ;  but  stich  a  meeting 
has  never  been  called.  I  am  sorry  that  these 
matters  have  been  referred  to,  but  as  state- 
ments have  been  made  which  are  quite  con- 
trary to  what  really  took  place  I  have  felt 
bound  to  sav  a  word  or  two  in  regard  to 
them.  T  shall  not  proceed  to-night  with 
the  remarks  which  I  wish  to  make  on  the 
motion  before  the  House,  because  they  will 
take  smne  little  time,  and  I  think  that  I  am 
justified  in  asking  for  an  adjoummtnt  01 
the  debate  until  to-morrow. 

Sir  John  Quick. — I  desire  to  make  a 
personal  explanation.  I  regret  that  any 
private  conversation  which  took  place  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Liberal -Protectionists 
has  been  disclosed  this  evening ;  but,  as  the 
honorable  member  for  Hume  has  mentioned 
mv  name,  I  wish  to  state  most  distinctly 
that  I  never  advocated  an  extended  term 
for  any  coalition. 

Sir  WiLLiAH  Lyne. — Whv.  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  moved  it. 

Sir  John  Quick. — What  I  said  was 
that  if  there  was  to  be  a  coalition,  it  would 
be  ridiculous  to  terminate  it  upon  the  eve 
of  a  genera!  election,  and  that  it  ought  to 
be  extended  over  two  Parliaments.  There- 
fore the  honorable  member  for  Hume  places 
me  in  a  false  position  when  he  suggests 
that  I  advocated  an  extended  term  for  a 
coalition.^  The  honorable  member  ought  to 
know  that  I  opposed  the  coalition.  I 
drafted  the  following  resolution: — 

ResoWed,  That  the  present  circumstances  do  not 
Tender  advisable  either  of  the  proposed  coalitions 
or  alliances,  and  that  every  effort  should  be  made 
to  maintain  the  unity  and  integrity  of  the  Liberal 
Party. 


So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  have  endea- 
voured to  give  effect  to  that  resolution,  and 
I  am  no  party  to  any  coalitim. 
Debate  adjourned. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
Motion  of  Want  of  Confidence. 
Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney— Minister  of 
External  Affairs). — I  move — 

That  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

In  the  interests  of  the  public,  I  must  sug- 
gest that  this  debate  should  not  become  in- 
terminable. We  have  already  been  sitting 
here  discussing  this  very  simple  proposition, 
regarding  which  every  one  has  made  up  his 
mind  from  the  first,  for  more  than  a  weekj 
and  I  hope  that,  in  the  interests  of  the  pub- 
lic, we  shall  endeavour  to  bring  the  d^ate 
to  a  termination  as  soon  as  possible.  I 
quite  admit  that  every  honorable  member 
has  a  perfect  right  to  express  his  views, 
and  no  one  wishes  to  limit  that  right,  but 
I  hope  we  shall  arrive  at  a  decision  very 
soon,  because  the  present  time  is  one  of 
great  anxiety. 
Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

House  adjourned  at  10.4?  p,m. 


Wednesday,  28  September,  1^04.  . 

The  President  took  the  chair  at  2.30 
p.m,,  and  read  prayers. 

PACIFIC  CABLE  CONFERENCE. 

Senator  STANIFORTH  SMITH.  —  I 
desire  to  ask  the  leader  of  the  Senate,  with- 
out notice,  if  he  will  lay  upcm  the  table  a 
copy  of  the  instructions  which  were  given 
to  the  Earl  of  Jersey,  as  the  representative 
of  the  Government  at  the  Pacific  Cable 
Conference,  to  be  held  in  Lraidon  next 
November, 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  ask 
my  honorable  friend  to  give  notice  of  the 
question. 

SUPPLY  BILL  (No,  4). 
Pacific  Cable  :   Public  Service 
Examinations  :  Post  and 
Telegraph  Ehployes. 
Bill  received  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Motion  (by  Senator  Sir  Josiah  Sykon) 
proposed — ■ 

That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  first  time. 

Senator  STANIFORTH  SMITH  (West- 
ern Australia). — I  regret  that  I  was  njt  able 
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to  give  the  Attorney-General  sufficient 
notice  of  the  question  which  I  asked  just 
now  to  enable  him  to  answer  it  before  tht 
Senate  adjourns.  The  question  is  one  of 
great  importance,  and  this  Parliament  has  a 
right  to  know  what  instructions  were  sent 
by  the  previous  Govemnient  to  their  rppre- 
sentative  in  London  with  regard  to  rhe  Pa- 
cific Cable  Conference  to  be  held  next  No- 
vember. I  wish  to  correct  some  errone- 
ous statements  which  have  been  circulated 
with  regard  to  the  Pacific  Cable  Com- 
pany's value  and  usefulness.  It  has  been 
stated  in  an  influential  quarter  that  it  is  a 
burden  to  Australia,  and  valueless  to  the 
Commtmwealth.  I  have  no  hesitatim  in  say- 
ing that  a  full  consideration  of  the  whole 
facts  of  the  case  must  lead  one  to  the  con- 
clusion that  such  statements  cannot  in  any 
way  be  substantiated.  From  1869  to  1902 
the  cabling  business  of  Australia  was  ab- 
solutely in  the  hands  of  the  Eastern  Ex- 
tension Telegraph  Company.  For  thirty- 
three  years  that  company  had  an  absolute 
monopoly  of  all  telegraphic  cranmunication 
to  Australia,  and,  ivith  a  capital  of  a  little 
over  500,000,  made  a  profit,  not  alto- 
gether out  of  Australia,  of  ;£6, 500,000. 
Every  honorable  senator  must  admit 
that  that  is  beyond  what  may  be  called  a 
fair  trade  profit,  and  that  the  company 
had  become  a  great  monopoly,  which 
had  to  a  omsiderable  extent  »ploited 
the  people  of  Australia  for  its  own  benefit. 
The  cable  rate  which  it  charged  was  9s.  (;d. 
per  word,  including,  of  course,  the  address 
and  the  signature.  That  price  was  so  ex- 
tortionate that  it  was  only  possible  foi  a 
wealthy  company  or  well-to-do  persons  to 
use  that  means  of  communication.  Other 
persfHis  were  debarred  from  cablin?.  and 
had  to  resort  to  the  slower  process  of  com- 
municating by  letter.  In  that  way  a  very 
great  injury  was  done  to  Australia  and  to 
commercial  expansion.  In  every  way  this 
monopoly  was  proving  very  burdensome,  ex- 
pensive, and  injurious  to  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia. 

Senator  Plavford. — Yes;  but  the  rjle 
was  lowered  from  9s.  46.  per  word  before 
the  Pacific  Cable  Company  came  into  ex- 
istence. 

Senator  STANIFORTH  SMTl  H.  — 
Certainly. 

Senator  Higgs. — But  not  before  the  agi- 
tation took  place. 

Senator  STANIFORTH  SMITH.  —  I 
shall  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  my  honor- 
able friend  the  reason  why  the  rate  was 
lowered. 


Senator  Platfosd. — ^Why  did  nc:  ihe 
honorable  senator  say  so?  Why  did  lie 
imply  that  the  oxnpany  charged  9s.  4d. 
per  word? 

Senator  STANIFORTH  SMITH.— If 
my  honorable  friend  will  only  allow  me  to 
state  my  case,  he  will  find  that  I  shall  do 
so  perfectly  fairly,  because  I  know  alt 
the  facts.  The  construction  of  the  Pacific 
Cable  has  caused  the  cost  of  cabling  to  be  re- 
duced from  9s.  4d.  to  3s.  per  word.  Senator 
Playford  has  said  that  that  statement  is  Dot 
correct.  Before  the  first  Conference  was 
held  in  London  in  1887,  but  subsequent  to 
the  calling  of  it,  the  Eastern  Extermoo 
Telegraph  Ccnnpan^  offered  to  reduce  the 
cable  rate  to  4s.  gd.  per  word,  but  that  was 
done  solely  for  the  purpose  of  bloddng  the 
construction  of  the  Pacific  Cable.  While 
there  was  no  competition  the  Eastern  Ex- 
tension Telegraph  Company  not  only  in- 
sisted upon  a  high  rate,  but  desired  guaran- 
tees from  the  various  States  that  its  awr- 
mous  profits  should  be  maintained.  Directly 
a  joint  proposal  of  various  ccunmunities  was 
broached,  that  another  company  should  be 
started  to  ccKupete  with  the  mcxnpoly,  the 
Eastern  Extensum  Telegraph  Company  tried 
to  kill  the  movement  by  immediately  propos- 
ing a  large  reduction  in  the  rate.  At  the 
conference  in  Lmdon,  in  1887.  the  Hon- 
orable Alfred  Deakin  made  the  folbwing 
remarks : — 

Whether  the  Pacific  Company  succeeded  or  ntit 
i.i  entering  upon  active  operations,  it  had  alies'ly 
conferred  a  considerable  benefit  upon  the  Aus- 
tralasian Colonies  bv  bringing  the  Eastern  Ex- 
tension Telegraph  Company  to  a  much  more 
liberal  frame  of  mind. 

Mr.  Deakin  was  a  member  of  the  Cabinet 
that  came  to  an  agreement  with  the  Eastern 
Extension  Telegraph  Company,  which  was 
not  ratified  by  the  Senate  on  my  motion. 
Speaking  in  July  last  year,  Sir  Edmuml 
Barton  said — 

They  maintained  the  higher  rate  whilst  tLc;' 
had  an  opportunity  of  doinK  so  in  the  absence  ff 
competition ;  and  it  is  a  fact  which  mnst  br 
placed  to  the  credit  account  of  the  Pacific  Citble 
that  undoubtedly  it  was  the  expected  compcti'.lci 
of  that  cable  which  largely  led  to  a  reduction  of 
rates  on  the  part  of  the  Eastern  Extension  Core 
pany. 

I  could  quote  dozens  of  extracts 
from  various  speakers,  Australians,  Cana- 
dians, and  others,  to  confirm  that 
view.  There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  the  company  would  not  have  reduced 
its  rate  but  for  the  fear  of  competition 
breaking  up  this  monopoly,  and  its  desire 
to  strangle  that  effort  in  its  very  inception. 
Wiiat  has  that  reductitMi  meant  to  the  people 
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of  Australia  ?  Bzcluding  press  and  Govern- 
ment messages,  vhidi  go  at  a  lower  rate, 
considerably  o^'er  2,000,000  words  are 
transmitted  annually.  So  that  the  reduc- 
tion means  a  saving  of  asnsiderably  over 
^600,000  a  year  to  the  people  of  Australia, 
while  Victoria  alone  benefits  to  the  extent 
of  /"zso.ooo.  That  is  the  benefit  which 
Victoria  and  the  other  States  have  directly 
received  as  a  result  of  the  ODnstruction  of 
the  Pacific  Cable. 

Senator  Playford. — The  roerdiants  get 
the  advantage  of  the  reduction,  and  die 
general  public  have  to  make  it  up. 

Senator  STANIFORTH  SMITH.— The 
merchants  get  the  advantage  of  the 
reductbn,  but  the  de\'elopment  of  trade 
and  commerce  benefits  every  indi- 
^ndual.  It  benefits  the  merchants  and 
stockbrokers  directly,  but  it  benefits  all 
indirectly.  The  expenditure  which  Victoria 
has  had  to  incur  has  been  j^io,ooo  a  year 
in  order  to  reap  that  enoimous  benefit  of  an 
annual  saving  of  ^250.000  to  its  people,  -ft, 
second  advantage  has  been  derived.  When 
the  Eastern  Extension  Telegraph  Company 
reduced  the  rate  from  Australia  to  Great 
Britain  to  3s.  per  word,  it  also  had  to  re- 
duce the  rate  iKsn  Australia  to  India,  be- 
cause the  latter  country  is  on  the  direct 
route,  and  sittiated  about  half  way  between 
Great  Britain  and  Australia.  Therefore  the 
company  reduced  its  rate  from  4s.  rod.  to 
28.  6d.  per  word.  So  that  another  result  of 
the  construction  of  the  Pacific  Cable 
has  been  a  considerable  reduction  in 
the  cost  of  cabling  between  Australia 
and  Asia.  A  third  advantage  has  been  ob- 
tained. The  Cape  Cable,  via  Cocos  Island, 
was  built  simply  as  the  result  of  the  agita- 
tion for  the  Pacific  Cable.  At  the  Jubilee 
Conference,  held  in  London  in  1887  to  con- 
sider these  matters,  the  Eastern  Extension 
Telegraph  Company,  in  order  to  kill  the 
Pacific  Cable  project,  made  a  proposal  to 
lay  a  cable  to  Great  Britain  from  Austra- 
lia, via  South  Africa,  if  the  people  of 
Australia  would  give  it  an  absolute 
monopoly  for  all  time  of  cable  communi- 
cation with  their  country.  That  pro- 
posal was,  of  course,  refused.  Then  the 
company  made  a  second  proposal.  It  said 
that  it  would  lay  a  cable  vid  South 
Africa  if  Australia  would  give  a  guarantee 
to  the  extent  of  j^ioo,ooo  a  year.  That 
proposal  was  also  declined.  Then  the  com- 
pany started  to  work  immediately  to  con- 
struct a  line  via  South  Africa  with  the  in- 
tention of  killing  the  Pacific  Cable  project. 
That  line  has  given  us  direct  cable  com- 


munication with  that  continent,  and  is  of 
enormous  advantage  to  Australia.  At  the 
Hobart  Conference,  held  in  1895,  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  various  Colcmies  agreed 
to  guarantee  the  Eastern  Extension  Com- 
pany to  the  extent  of  ;£227,ooo  a  year. 
It  must  not  be  f(»-gotten  that  the 
result  of  the  OMistruction  of  the  Pacific 
Cable  has  been  that  we  have  done' 
away  with  these  guarantees  and  payments 
to  the  Eastern  Extension  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, and  where  we  paid  a  certain  sum  to 
the  Pacific  Cable  Company  we  benefit  by 
stopping  all  subsidies  to  the  other  ccnnpany. 
Another  great  advantage  which  will  be  ap- 
preciated by  all  Austrdians  is  that  we  now 
have  direct  oommunicatibn  with  any  other 
OHitinent.  With  North  America,  contain- 
ing a  populaticHi  of  100,000,000  English 
speaking  people,  we  must  have  ^lormous 
trade  relations  in  the  future,  seeing  that 
it  is  situated  in  another  hemisphere 
and  its  seasons  are,  consequently,  dif- 
ferent from  ours.  Our  trade  relations 
in  the  futOre  will  be  enormously  greater 
with  North  America,  with  its  roo,ooo,ooo 
people,  than  with  South  Africa,  with 
its  3,000,000  or  4,000,000  of  white 
people  and  coloured  races.  What  are 
these  meagre  polyglpt  populations,  com- 
pared with  the  enormous  populations  in 
North  America?  That  is  another  advan- 
tage which  has  accrued  from  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Pacific  Cable,  completing  a 
direct  chain  of  cable  communication  be- 
tween Australia  and  every  continent  on 
the  planet.  If  I  might  summarize  the 
advantages,  I  would  say  that  the  people 
of  Australia  have  been  saved  the 
annual  expense  of  ;£6oo,ooo  as  a 
result  of  reduced  cable  charges,  that  the 
rate  to  Asia  from  Australia  has  been  re- 
duced from  4s.  lod.  to  28.  6d.  per  «t»d, 
that  we  have  direct  cnnmunication  with  the 
obntinent  of  Africa,  that  we  have  wiped  out 
the  large  subsidies  and  the  large  guarantees 
that  we  gave  to  the  old  company,  that  we 
have  direct  communication  with  the 
100,000,000  people  of  North  America,  and 
that  our  trading  relations  with  those  people 
will  increase  enormously  in  the  future. 
These  are  srane  of  the  direct  advantages 
which  we  have  gained  from  the  Pacific 
Cable,  which  has  bera  stated  to  be  a  bur- 
Aeti  to  the  CcHnmonwealth,  and  absdutely 
useless.  Three  States  are  bearing  the  whole 
burden  of  any  deficiency  in  the  working  <A 
that  cable,  viz.,  Queensland,  New  South 
Wales,  and  Victoria,  and  as  Australia's 
share  of  tbe  loss  was  about  ;£30,ooo  last 
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year,  each  State  had  to  provide  a  third  of 
that  sum.   The  action  of  New  South  Wales 
in  allowing  the  Eastern  Extension  Telegraph 
Company  unfair  trading  competition  with 
the  Pacific  Cable  Company  two  or  three 
weeks  after  it  had  signed  an  agreement  to 
construct  the  Pacific  Cable,  and  guarantee 
any  loss  thereon,  was  most  extraordinary. 
New  South  Wales  was  one  of  the  guaran- 
tors to  the  Pacific  Cable  Conpany  against 
any  loss  which  might  be  incurred ;  but  in 
spite  of  that  fact,  it  allowed  to  the  Eastern 
Extension  Telegraph  Company  unfair  pri- 
vile{;es,  which  have  the  effect  of  decreasing 
the  profits  of  the  Pacific  Cable  Company, 
and  necessitating  the  provision  of  a  am- 
siderable  sum  to  make  up  the  deficiency. 
Whereas  they  got  no  benefit  whatever  from 
a  monetary  point  of  view  from  the  Eastern 
Extension  Company.     If  Victoria  desired 
to  do  so,  she  could  more  than  make  up  the 
loss  that  accrues  as  her  share  in  the  defi- 
ciency on  the  Pacific  Cable.   She  could  do 
that  in  connexion  with  the  terminal  and 
transit  rates.      The  terminal  and  transit 
rates  charged  on  cables  sent  both  by  the 
Pacific  and  Eastern  Extension  lines,  are 
5d.  per  word.    But  the  division  is  different 
in  each  case.      If  a  cable  is  sent  from 
Victoria  via  the  Eastern  Extension  Com- 
pany, Victoria  gets  id.  per  word  of  that 
terminal  rate,  and  South  Australia  gets 
4d.  per  word.    If  a  cable  is  sent  from 
New  South  Wales  that  State  gets  id.  per 
word»  and  South  Australia  gets  4d.  Then 
cables  sent  fnxn  Broken  Hill  do  not  come 
through  Victoria.      But,  with  regard  to 
the  Pacific  Cable,  the  terminal  rates  are 
divided  between  each  State  through  which 
the  message  comes.      If  a  cable  is  sent 
from  Victoria  via  the  Pacific  Cable,  the 
fivepenny  terminal  rate  is  divided  equally 
between  Victoria.  New  South  Wales,  and 
Queensland.      Therefore,  for  every  word 
that  is  sent  from  Victoria  via  the  Pacific 
Cable,  the  revenue  of  Victoria  benefits  to 
the  extent,  of  practically  |d.  per  word. 
New  South  Wales  benefits  to  the  extent  of 
2^d.  on  every  message  sent  via  the  Pacific 
Cable  because  she  divides  the  5d.  equally 
with  Queensland.   On  the  other  hand.  New 
South    Wales     receives    onlv     id.  per 
word  on  every  cable  sent  via  South  Austra- 
lia.   Therefore,  if  the  easlern  States  liked 
to  send  their  cables — or  a  fair  proportion 
of  them,    and  that  is  all    I  ask  for — 
via   the    Pacific  Cable,  they    would  be 
able,  not  only  largely  to  increase  their 
internal  revenue,  but  that  plan  would  more 
than  compensate  for  the  loss  they  have  to 
Senator  Staniforth  Smith. 


make  up  on  the  Pacific  Cable.  Victoria 
alone  would  benefit  to  the  extent  of  more 
than  double  what  she  is  paying  now  lo 
make  up  the  deficiency.  She  would  not 
only  increase  her  internal  revenue,  but 
those  extra  messages  going  via  the  Pacific 
Cable  would  turn  an  annual  deficit  into 
an  annual  surplus,  and  make  the  Pacific 
Cable  pay  directly  it  got  a  fair  proportion 
of  the  Australian  cable  business.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  Pacific  Cable  has 
been  very  unfairly  treated  by  the  people 
of  Australia,  and  by  some  of  our  Legis- 
latures. I  have  no  personal  axe  to  grind 
in  this  matter.  Western  Australia  does 
not  benefit  and  does  not  lose  by  the  Pacific 
Cable.  She  has  nothing  to  pay  in  OMineiii^T 
"  with  the  deficiency,  and  she  does  not  send 
jC^oo  worth  of  cables  across  the  Pacific 
line.  The  Western  Australian  cables  go 
by  the  Eastern  Extension  line,  whidi  lands 
at  Broome  and  Fremantle.  Western  Aus- 
tralia gets  no  revenue  from  terminal  rates 
from  the  eastern  States,  because  no  cables 
are  sent  via  those  lines,  and  she  suffers 
no  loss  if  the  Pacific  Cable  does  not  pay 
even  working  expenses.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  we  should  have  what  is 
called  a  joint  purse ;  that  all  the  reveni:e 
from  the  four  cable  lines — three  belong- 
ing to  the  Eastern  Company  and  the 
Pacific  line — should  be  put  into  a  joint  pool. 
That  is  to  say,  it  is  suggested  that  ve 
should  arrange  a  division  of  the  total  re- 
\-enue.  It  has  also  been  suggested  that  the 
Pacific  Cable  should  be  leased  to  the  East- 
em  Extension  Company — that  is,  that  Aus- 
tralia should  once  more  be  placed  in  the 
octopus  grasp  of  a  company  which  vo\M 
have  an  absolute  monopoly  of  the  cabling 
business  of  Australia. 

Senator  Higgs. — That  is  the  brilli.int 
idea  of  the  Age. 

Senator  STANIFORTH  SMITH.- 
That  would  mean  deliberately  returning  to 
the  thraldmn  of  the  monopoly  under 
which  we  have  been  simering  for 
thirty-three  years,  and  which  was  never 
broken  until  a  new  cable  began  to  compete 
for  business.  It  would  not  only  be  unfair 
to  our  partners,  who  in  good  faith  have 
joined  with  us  in  building  this  British- 
owned  cable  line — unfair  to  New  Zealanil 
Canada,  and  Great  Britain — but  if  we  lo"k 
into  the  matter,  we  shall  see  that  it  would 
be  a  most  unbusinesslike  proceeding  fnxD 
an  Australian  point  of  view.  It  is  not  dif- 
ficult to  insure  a  fair  division  of  the  traffic 
of  Australia,  for  tiie  Eastern  Eztennoi  Com- 
pany's lines,  and  the  Pacific  Oible.  I  do 
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jtfLAHATiOH OF Abbuvutions. — Adj.,  MotioQ  of  Adjournment;  ad.  ref.,  Adc^tion  of  Report; 
Committee;  eons,  amdti..  Consideration  of  Amendments;  cons,  met..  Consideration  of  Meg- 
sage;  dis.,  Order  of  the  Day  Discharged;  exfl..  Explanation;  int..  Introduction;  met.,  Mes- 
sage;  Motion;  m.s.e..  Motion  to  Suspend  Standing  Orders;  obt..  Observations;  p.o..  Point 
of  order;  g..  Question;  an.,  31.,  First,  Second,  or  Third  Reading;  recom..  Recommitted; 
reeons.  amdts..  Reconsideration  of  Amendmenta.- 


Ucer.    Senator     Hon.   Blr  Richard 

K.C.H.O.,  K.C.,  SoufA^u^fra/m.- 
Appropriation  Bill  earn.,  (schedule),  8259 
Parliamentary  Evidence  Bin,  2R,  579S 
President,  Election  of,  obs.,  6 
privilege — Freedom  of  Speech,  1116 

i^ee  PiimiDENT,  The  (Subjaots). 


amford,  Hon.  F.  W.,  Iltrhtrt : 

Address -in -Reply,  625 
Appropriation  Bill,  ai,  8131 
Business  of  House,  q.,  7618 
Caucus  Meetings,  4028 
Coinage,  q.,  7489,  7523 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  eom.  (or^ani< 

zation    represented),    2316;  (registration), 

2928;  reeom.,  4344 
Defence  Equipment,  q.,  2425 
Elecforal  Rolls,  q.,  6208;  supply,  6215 
Federal  Capital,  3033 
"  Honorable,"  Title  of,  f .,  1355 
Immigration  : 

Domestic  Servants,  q.,  6S82 

Italian,  q.,  3584;  supply,  2589;  0.,  2693 
Kanakas,  Repatriation,  q.,  79,  1785,  3035 
Ministry  : 

(Watson),  Policy  of,  adj.,  1289 

(Reid),  Position  of,  m.,  5516 
Naturalization  : 

Chinese  and  Japanese,  m.,  6210 
Maval  Vessels,  Coaling,  q.,  3574 
New  Guinea  : 

Royal  Commission,  q.,  1395 

Mail  Service,  q.,  7412;  fufply,  8131 

Administration,  adj.,  8358 
?4ew  Hebrides,  supply,  6306;   q.,  7111 
^apua  (British  New  Guinea]  Bill,  earn,  (prohi- 
bition of  intoxicants),  7334,  7350,  7539 
Pearling   Industry  : 

Aliens,  q.,  3035 

Japanese,  q.,  2312,  2371 

Papuans,  g.,  2350 
Petitions,  q.,  8306 
Postage,  Penny,  q.,  2696 
?ost  Office  Employes  : 

Discrepancies,  q.,  2694 

Postmasters,  supply,  7046 
'est  Office  :  Woolloongabba,  q.,  6297,  6918 
?refeieDtial  Trade,  eis.,  631 

F.iU««.— A. 


Bamford,  Hon.  F.  W. — continued. 

Printing,  Parliamentary,  q.,  7113 
Queensland  Representation,  q.,  3017 
Questions,  upon  notice,  q.,  143 
Sugar  Planting : 

Cane  Field  Inspection,  q.,   6382;  supply, 
6703 

Chinese,  g.,  4401 
Sunday  Work,  Flat  Top,  q.,  4630 
Supply  : 

External  Affairs,  6306 

Home  Affairs,  6507,  6619 

Postmaster-General,  7046 

Trade  and  Customs,  6703 

Works  and  Buildings,  7234 


BRtoh«lor,  Hon.  E.  L.,  Boofhby  : 

Barracks,  Sydney  q.,  2428,  2469 
Business  of  House,  adj.,  5286 
Chairman  of  Committees,  m.,  6S5 
Commandant,  Military,  adj.,  3470 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  eom.  (inter- 
pretation),  ,^042 ;  recam.,  4213;  cons,  amdtt.^ 
(minimum  wage  and  preference),  7868;  n., 
8014 

Count  Out,  q.,  4520 
Defence  Bill,  1904;  cons,  amdts.,  8018 
Defence    Forces,    South    Australia.,  suffly, 
7029 

Echuca  Electoral  Roll,  q.,  346S 
Election  Promises,  q.,  1897 
Elections  : 

Accounts,  adj.,  1289 

Administration,  q.,   1298;     m.,   1305,  1326, 
1351,  1897,  2247,  3934 

Documents  Destroyed,  q.,  2885 

Officers,  Payments,  0427 

Personations,  q.,  3294 

Riverina,  g.,  2017,  2105 
Electoral  Act  Committee,  q.,  3934 
Electoral   Rolls,  q.,  2184,  2250,  3246,  3453, 

3S7^y  3812,  5850.;  supply,  6220 
Federal   Capital,   q.,    1254,    1526,   2369 ;  m., 

2383,  g.,  aSoo,  3071,  3330,  3453;  adj.,  3469, 

3734.  381 I 
Fremantle  :  Public  Works,  q.,  1605 
Home  Affairs  Department,  q,,  3538,  2799;  sup- 
ply, 6602,  6618 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  m.,  3239, 

2241 J  q.,  3171,  3247,  3569. 
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Batchelor,  Hon.  E,  L. — continued. 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  3R.,  5619. 
Lrfe  Assurance  Companies  Bill,  7.,  S200 
Lyadfaurst  Water  Supply,  adj.,  3734 
Maoufactures  Encouiagement  Bill,  adj.,  5586 

3S,  8208 

Ministry  (Reid),  Position  of,  adj.^  5286 
Navigation  Bill,  adj.,  2246 
Post  OfiBces  : 

Werribec,  q.,  2250 

WoollooDgabba,  2314 
Police,  Victorian,  Payments  to,  q.,  3573 
Public  Service : 

Classification,   q.,    1042,   2368 ;  2690, 
3034;  ?.  30731  3»7o;  f^tfiy,  3»8,  6602, 

6618,  6780 

Commissioner,  adj.,  2246 

Female  OflScers,  q.,  3173 

Increments,  q.,  7234,  7716,  7839 

Letter  Sorters,  q.,  3398 

Postal  OfiSciali,  q.,  3034,  3170,  3171,  3173, 

34SI.  3664 

Promotions,  q.,  2585 

Transferred  Officers,  q.,  2696 
Public  Service  Act,  q.,  3073 
Queensland  Representation,  q.,  2017 
Railway  Passes,  adj.,  170 
Railway  Rates,  Preferential,  q.,  1673,  3246 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  sr.,  3398;  m.,  3478, 

3510.    3523 ;    com.    (seat    of  government), 

36",  3614,  3725,  3752,  3784,  3876,  3931,  3937, 

3943;  (area)  3964,  3985,  3988 
Statistical  Department,  q.,  1605 
Supply,  m.,  6762,  6766 

Home  Affairs,  6602,  6618 

Trade  and  Customs,  6747,  6762,  6766,  6776, 
foSo 

Defence,  7029 

Postmaster-General,  7234 

Works  and  Buildings,  7235 
Tick,  q.,  3172 
Tobacco  Industry,  585^ 
Ventilation  of  House,  ad^,  3666 

Beit,  Senator  Hon.  S.  W.,  Vicloria  : 
Carroll,  Major,  case  of,  n.,  3156 
Chairman  of  Committees,  aht.,  553 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (inter- 
pretation), 6338,  6464;    (rules   of  Court), 
6668;  (registration),  6822 
Defence  Forces,  f.o.,  3129 
Fraudulent  Trade  Marks  Bill,  211.,  2749;  com. 
(short  title),  2769  j  (commencement),  2770 ; 
(interpretation),  2771,  2773;    (false  marks), 
2776;   (importation),  2277»  *7^>  ^7^7i  *79*« 
3794,  3874,  2879;  ii6i,  3165,  31(56; 

(powers  of  Court),  2875,  2877 ;  reeom.,  3531 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  suf^y^ 
2176 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  m.,  S460,  8463;  adj.,  8470 

Privilege  :  Freedom  of  Speech,  in.,  1119,  2173, 
2857;  q.,  4283 

Sea  Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  aK.,  7296;  com. 
(application),  7398;  (construction  and  juris- 
diction), 7403;  (penalties), 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  f.o.,  1518;  ad.  ref., 
2090 

Stamps,  Duty,  q.,  3635 

Supplementary  Appropriation  Bill,  com.  (Home 

ASairs),  2176 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  cam.  (schedule),  3563 


Best,  Senator  Hon.  R.  W. — continaed. 

Trade    Marks   Bill,    3R.,    3539;  (definitions], 

3547.  355'.  3566,  3567.  3657.  3662;  (Sute 
Acts),  3991 ;  (essential  particulars),  3993, 
3996.  3997.  3998.  3999  J  (words  forbidden). 
4000;  (particular  goods),  4001;  (discUiiaers). 
4001;  (concurrent  user],  4002;  (registration), 
4003 )  (application),  4003;  (appeal],  4004, 
4006;  (opposition),  4007;  (counter  statement), 
4007;  (fee  for  renewal),  4009;  (removal  from 
register),  4009;  (trade  union  marks),  4111, 
f.o.,  4124  i  recom.  (application  -for  regis- 
tration), 7285 

Bonython,  Hon.  Sir  J.  Langdon,  Kt, 

Barker  : 
Address-iB-Reply,  535 
Advertising  Matter,  Duty,  g.,  7173,  7174 
Cables  :  Revenue,  q.,  2694,  2885,  3171- 
Chinese  in  Transvaal,  m.,  806 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (iatu- 

pretation),  1185,  2041 ;  (registration),  3029; 

(commencement),  3312;  recom.,  4197 
Customs  :   Landing  Waiters,  ^ 809 
Federal  Capital,  3572 
Fortifications,  Fremantfe,  f.,  585a 
Immigration : 

English,  q.,  5630 

Japanese,  q.,  1897 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Sumv 

Bill,  m.,  4663 
Mail  Services  : 

English  Mail  Boats,  q.,  7618 

ViiSoria  River,  g.,  171 
Medals,  Long  Service,  q.f  6098 
Medical  Chests,  q.,  810,  3877,  3933 
Ministry  (Reid),  Position  of,  «.,  5528 
Patents,  2886 
Pilotage,  q.,  171,  388 
Postage  : 

Penny,  q.,  1299,  1351 

Printed  Mattar,  g.,  6aoi 
Post  Office  :  Mount  Gamluer,  g.,  7532 
Preferential  Trade,  535 
Public  Service  : 

Increments,  g,,  440a,  7173 

Long  Service  Leave,  £.,  2520,  2799 

Post  and  Telegraph  Officials,  g.,  3898,  30}4- 
3664 

Spotted  Fever,  q.,  1896 
Supply  :  Post  and  Telegraph,  7151 
Tarcoola  Telegraph  ExteUuon,  g.,  i»i 
Tariff  Commission,  oit.,  5531;  g.j  6595 
Territory,  Federal,  g.,  5592 

Brown,  Hon.  T..  Canobotas  : 

Appropriation  Bill  3B.,  8143,  8155 
Appropriation   (Works  and    Buildings)  Bi.:, 

com.   (issue  and  application),  7468 ;  (scb:- 

dule),  7469 
Banners,  Consecration  of,  sitffly,  6897 
Business  of  House,  m.,  6299 
Chinese  in  Transvaal,  m.,  803 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration   Bill,  A.,  or. 

com.    (interpretation),    1213,  7759;  rtttr. 

424S;    cons,  amdts.    (minimum  w^  a^' 

preference),  7879,  7954,  7971 
Deputy  Postmaster-General,  Sydney,  q.,  9'- 
Elections  :  Administration,  adj.,  1289;  m., 

1331;  ffply,  6413:        6382,  7947 
Electoral  Divisions,  q.,  3393 
Federal  Capital,  adj.,  3735,  8559 
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BzowD,  Hon.  T. — cantinued. 
tfoivesters,  m.,  6ait 

Kalgooilie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey 
Bill,  as.,  5637 

LvDdhuzit  Watei  Supply,  adj.,  3735 

Manufacturea  Encouragement  Bill,  2B.,  8214 

Militaty  Commaodants  :  Allowancet.  m.,  1633 

Uiiuatry : 

(Watson),  Policy  of,  m.,  1667 
(Reid),  Position  of,  m.,  5171 

New  Guinea,  stiffly,  6307,  7328 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.  (Lieu- 
tenant-Governor), 4677 ;  (Legislative  Coun- 
cil), 6510,  6515;  (prohibition  of  intoxicants), 

7544.  7547.  7557.  ^606 
People's  Reform  League,  suffly,  6216 
Post  Cards,  Illustrated,  q.,  8093 
Price,  Colonel,  sufflyt  8143 
Public  Service  : 

Classification,  suffly,  &(3o,  6619,  6622 

Increments,  adj.,  8358,  8590 
Public  Works,  suffly,  eiSag 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  m.,  3496,  3530,  3604; 

torn,    (seat   of   gOTcmment),   3875,   3903 ; 

(area),  3984,  3088 
SUttstician,  suffly,  6648 
Supply,        6574,  6752 

Defence,  689^ 

External  Affairs,  6307,  7328 

Home  Affairs,  6405,  6413,  6430,  6619,  6622, 
6629,  6631 

Parliament,  6343 

Post  and  Telegiapb,  7x56,  7181,  7225,  7227, 

7243.  725*.  7*54 

Trade  and  Customs,  6777,  6779,  6781 

Works  aad  Buildings,  7239 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.,  4924 
Tariff,  obs.,  5197;  suffly^  7449,  8155 

OauMvon,  Hon.  D.  M.,  WUmot: 

Address-io-Reply,  6S0 

Chinese  in  Transvaal,  M.,_755,  791 

CoDciliatioD  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (com- 

meucemcQt),  ^306 
Elections:  Administration,  m.,  1328 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Snivey 

Bill,  m.,  4664,  4667 
Ministry  (Reid)  exf.,  4684;  m.,  5325 
Navigation  Bill,  m.,  ^264 
Public  Service :  Classificatioa,  suffly,  3290 

Caipuiter,  Hon.  W.  H.,  t'remmate: 
Address-iu-Reply,  438 
Advisory  Board,  Colonial,  q.,  3392 
Alien  Immigration,  q.,  4496 
Appropriation    (Works    and    Buildings)  Bill, 

com.  (issue  and  application),  7467,  7469 
Budget,  6331 

Coating  of  Warships,  c^dj.,  6530,  7204 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (inter- 
pretation), 1168,  1725,  1790;  (employers  not 
to  dismiss),  2218;  (on  whom  award  binding), 
2336;  (powers  of  Court),  2489;  (minimum 
wage  and  preference),  2508,  2699;  (naviga- 
tion), 3183;  recom.,  4249;  g.^  ^42$;  f.o^ 
7988 

Customs  Administration,  Fretnantle,  3329 
Employment,  Want  of,  adj.,  3340 
Fortifications,    Fremantle,    q.,    1605,  2019; 

suffly,  2i6i,  4267;  q.,  5851,  5937 
Fraudulent  Trade  Marks  Bill,  21.,  8237 

A  X 


Carpenter,  Hon.  W.  H. — couiinutd. 

Fremantle  :  Public  Works,  1605 
Guns,  q.,  3934 
Immigration,  Alien,  m.,  720 
Immigration  Restriction  Act,  q.,  6882 
Isaacs,  Mr.,  o^/.,  6097 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  98S, 

1298;    M.,   324a;    J.,  3569 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augtuta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  4664;  arfi.,^687,  4690;  as.,  5622; 
obs.,  6505;   com.  (power  to  make  iurvey)| 

7563 

Mails :  English,  q.,  6297,  7412 

Military  Forces :  Eleventh  Infantry  Regi- 
ment,  q.,  587 

Ministry  (Watson),  Policy  of,  m.,  1666 

Navigation  Bill,  tf^/.,  2245 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  torn,  (pro- 
hibition of  intoxicants),  7338,  7546 

Press  Telegrams,  a^/.,  ro40 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  com.,  (seat  of  go* 
vernment),  3900 

Sugar  Planting,  suf^y,  6735 

Supply  :  m.,  6591 
Supplementary  Eitimatet,  2i6t 
Trade  and  Customs,  6725 
Postmaster-General,  2.^54 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3},  ffi.,  4267 

Ohanter,  Hon.  J.  H.,  Riverina : 

Appropriation  Bill,  3K.,  8147,  8155 
Budget,  6103 

Business,  Private,  obs.,  6213 

Conciliation  and  Arbitratiim  BUI,  com.  (powers 

of  Court),  26S3;  (registrationj,  3008;  exft., 

3245;  recom.,  4255 
Election,  Riverina,  q.,  2017,  2105 
Electoral  Rolls,  q.,  7115 
Engines,  Duty  on,  7113 
Imports :  Chilled  Pork,  q.,  3073 
Isaacs,  Mr.,  adj.,  6096 
Mail   Contracts :  Subletting,  adj.,  3525 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  aB,  8203  j 

m.,  8^25 

Ministry,  Position  of,  m.,  5339,  5346 
Public  Service :  Clasnficatioa,  q.,  2691 
Supply : 

Attorney-General,  6397 

Trade  and  Customs,  0701,  6715,  6716,  6736 

Treasury,  6783,  6784,  6785 

Postmaster-General,  7151,  7228 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  ffi.,  4925 
Tariff  Commission,  obs.,  ^03;  mfflyt  74531* 

7458;  iiiffly*  8155 
Telephones,  suffly,  4925;  g.,  7489 
Trade,  Preferential,  obs.,  5336,  5352 

Chapman,  Hon.  Austin,  Bden-ifonaro  : 

Business  of  House,  adj.,mfaoi  m.,  7733 
Commandant,  Military  :  Travelling  Allowances, 

m.,  1633 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (powers 
of  Court),  2462,  2465;  (minimum  wage  and 
preference),  2648 

Defence,  Equipment,  q.,  2425 

Elections  :  Documents  Destroyed,  a.,  3885 

Electoral  Administration,  suffly,  6249,  &400; 

fl<^;-.  8359 

Employment,  Want  of,  adj.,  3341,  3526 
Federal  Capital,  q.,  1254;  adj.,  1287,  2305; 

q-,  3032,  307P.  307':  34^i  ?■»  357*1 

a^h>  3730.  3809.  8556 
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Chapman,  Hon.  A. — continued. 

Guns,        104a,  1123 

High  Commissioner,  supply,  3607 

Immigration,  supply,  2607 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  2R.,  5625 
LenehoQ,  Major,  supply,  3586 
Lyndhurit  Water  Supply,  adj-t  3730 
Mails  : 

Contracts,  adj.^  3533 

Deliveries,  q.,  2695,  *799 

Routes,  ad.j.f  8557 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  adj.,  5583, 

5676 

Military  Forces  : 

Ammunition,  adj.,  1040;  1122 

Board  of  Advice,  3293 

Carrol],  Major,  q.,  760 

Eleventh  Infantry  Regiment,  q.^  587 

Medical  School,  q.,  587,  760 

Mounted  Rifles,  172 

Officers,  Appointment  of,  8590 

Price,  Colonel,  q.,  586 

Regulations,  q.,  760;  adj.,  937 

Rifles,  adj.,  10^0,  112a 

Sheldon,  Lieut.,  q.y  290 

Tasmaotan,  q.,  457,  759 

Uniforms,  q.,  403 
Old  Age  Pensions,  q.,  4496;  adj.^  4681;  m., 

5861,  6297 
Pneumatic  Tube,  Sydney,  q.,  2800 
Postal   Facilities,  supply,  3608 
Preferential  Trade,  m.,  835a,  8551 
Public  Service  : 

Classification,  supply,  3288 

Letter -sorters,  q.,  1897 

Telegraph  Messengers,  q.,  4402 
Rifle  Team,  Blsley,  q.,  1184 
Russo-Japanese  war,  q.,  990 
Seat  of  tlovernnient  Mill,  adj.,  2305;  m.,  3497, 

3599;  com.  (scat  of  government),  3723,'  3849, 

3937 

Supply,  m.,  6575;  expl.,  6580 

Parliament,  6249 

Home  Affairs,  6400 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  com.  (schedule),  3586 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.,  4923 
Telegiaphs  :  Destruction  of  Trees,  adj.,  7837, 

8360 

Telephones,  suffly,  4923 
Thurs^idy  Island,  q.,  1042 


'Clemons,  Senator  Hon.  J.  B..  Tamaania: 

Business  of  Senate,  obs.,  545 

Chairman  o[  Committees,  m.,  ^52 

Concilin'.ljn  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (inter- 
prc:^uon),  6461;  (registration),  6977;  eons, 
amdts.,  f.o.,  8059,  8^4 

Federal  Capital  :  Report,  n,,  1467 

Harvesters,  q.,  6786 

Military  ile;i<i  Covering,  q.,  6849 

Ministry  (Reid),  Policy  of,  m.,  4581 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea),  com.  (power  to 
grant  land),  7912 ;  (prohibition  of  intoxi- 
cants), 7039*  8025 

Petition,  Irregular,  7667 

Privilege  :  Senator  Keild,  p.o.,  7360,  7471, 
7472 

Reapers  and  Binders,  q.,  1464 

Sea  Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  2lt,  7292;  com. 
(classes  prohibited),  7402 ;  (commencement), 
7403;  cons,  amdts.  (application),  8410 


Clemons,  Senatos  Hoo.  J.  S. — continued. 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  f.o.,   i$2i;  etut. 

amdts.  (seat  of  government),  4019 
Standing  Orders,  m.,  1265 
Trade  Marks  Bill,  com.,  (essential  particulan), 

3994.  3995.  3997:  (words  forbidden),  4001; 

(use  of  mark),  4132,  4134;  (international  at- 

rangements),  4138;  (agents),  4337,  4338 

Gonroy,  Hon.  A.  H.  B.,  Werrivu  : 

Address-in-RepIy,  417 

Appropriation  Bill,  3R,  8146 

Business,  Private,  m.,  Sa 

Chinese  in  Transvaal,  m.,  738,  755 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill*  com.  (inter-  | 
pretation),  1332 ;  (State  authority  may  ief« 
dispute),  2273 ;    (cognisance),  3273 ;  (ccrti- 
6c3te)j   2375 ;   (reference  by  organtzatiot), 
3286,  2303,  2304;  (equity),  2315;  (on  nhaa 
award  binding),  2330,  2349;  (awards  to  pre- 
vail), 3363,  4534;  (orders  to  observe  award), 
3730,  3721 ;  (registration),  2732J  (commccce- 
ment),  3371  i  (variation  of  agreement),  3385;  | 
(commencement),  3390;  ad.  ref.,  3392;  [«•  i 
covery  of  penalties),  4526  ! 

Electoral  Act  Committee,  q.,  3934 

Federal  Capital,  adj.,  2306,  3467  I 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Sumy  | 
Bill,  m.,  4669 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  2R,  569^; 
com.  (short  title),  8217,  8218,  8219,  8220;  m.,  I 
8224  I 
Meeting,  Days  of,  m.,  80 

Ministry  : 

(Watson),  Policy  of,  «.,  1657;  exft.,  ifi66,  I 
1668 ;  p.o.,  414a  I 
(Reid),  Positicm  of,  jr.,  5560 
Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.,  (Lieo- 
tenant-Govemoi  may  act),  4680;  (civil  Ust), 
4680 ;  (prohibition  of  intoxicants),  7347,  7535< 
7SS7 

Preferential  Trade,  cbs.,  421,  423 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  com.   (seat  of  p>- 

vernment),  3833 
Ships'  Stores,  q.,  2370,  2469 
Speaker,  Mr.,  Position  of,  n.,  694 

Cook,  Hon.  J.  N.  H.  Hume,  BoHrlt: 

Agriculture,  Department  of,  m., 
Appropriation  Bill,  3K,  8132 
Assurance : 
Fire,  m.,  2697 

Life  and  Accident,  m.,  990,  3250;  f.,  ijgS 

Public  Servants,  q.,  6564 
Children's  Life  Assurance  Bill.,  i*/.,  6211 
Coinage,  m.,  2371 
Commandant,  Military  : 

Reappointment,  q.,  5593 

Travelling  Expenses,  q.,  1985 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  at.,  897 
Contracts,  Tenders,  q.,  4498 
Debt,  Public,  q.,  3346 
Defence  Bill  1904,  3K,  7519 
Defence  Organixation,  supply,  6931 
Echuca  Electoral  Roll,  q.,  3468 
Electoral  Rolls,  adj.,  7317 
Harvesters,  m.,  6211 
Industrial  Laws,  m.,  3458 
Insulators,   q.,  3172 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  q.,  y*> 
Life  Assurance  Companies  Bill,  as,  7128; 
(schedule),  8330 
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ok,  Hon.  J.  N.  H.  Hume. — continued. 
I^anufacturcs  Encouragement   Bill,   as,  5S93, 
5938 

^lilitary  Forces  :  Badgei  ana  Ornaments,  q., 

-M«6,  451? 
Vlintstry  (Reid),  Position  of,  m.,  5066 
Sew  Hebrides,  m.,  4039,  7531 
fapua  (British  New  Guineaf  Bill,  eons,  amndts. 

(prohibition  of  intoxicants),  8614,  8615 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department :  Telegraph 

Posts,  adj.,  3337 
Preferential  Trade,  f.,  5030;  5075 

Public  Service  : 

Classification,      2657;  suffly,  66it 

Female  Officers,  3173 

Increments,  q.,  7811 

Overtime,  atLj.j  4083 
Railway  Rales,  Preferential,  f.,  1673 
Sailors,  Norwegian,  q.,  231a 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  3lt,  3433;  com.  (seat 

of  government],  3937 
Stamps,  Duty,  f.,  587 
Supply  : 

Home  Affairs,  661 1 

Defence,  6931 

Postmaster-General,  714^2.  7180 
Tariff,  m.,  3877;  3931 ;  eb$.,  6310;  suffly, 

7449.  815a 
Telephone,  Warmatta,  q.,  63to 

>ok,  Hon.  Joseph,  Parramaita: 
Address-in-Reply,  181 
Agriculture,  Department  of,  m.,  5867 
Budget,  6024 

Business  of  House,  adj.,  5386,  5580,  5899 ;  m., 

m 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (com* 
mencement),  3373;  (compromise),  3388,  4539; 
recom.,  4338;  cons,  amdts.  (minimum  wage 
and  preference),  7845.  7875,  7953,  7969 

Contracts,  Tenders,  q.,  4497,  449S;  adj.,  5743 

Debate,  Limitation  of,  m.,  7427 

Defence  Organization,  suffly,  6948 

I^lections  : 

Administration,    m.,    1333 ;    suffly,  6397, 

6410;  adj.,  8357 
Accounts,  adj.,  1288 
Employment,  Want  of,  f.e.,  3333;  adj.,  3336, 
35*5 

Federal  Agencies,  State  Taxation  of,  q.,  6563 

Federal  Capital,  adj.^  3732,  3736,  8558 

Hughes,  Mr.,  exfl.,  4833,  4960 

lion,  Bounties,  q.,  aSS 

Isaacs;  Mr.,  ^.o.,  60SS;  adj.,  6093 

Lenehan,  Major,  suf^jf,  3591 

X.ife  Assurance  Companies  Bill,  3R.,  7138 

Lyndhurst  Water  Supply,  adj.,  3732,  3736 

Mail  Contracts,  adj.,  133;  q.,  142,  6480 

Mail  Steamers  :  Coloured  Labour,  q.,  6481 

Manufactures  Encoura(;ement  Bill,  2B.,  5945; 

com.  (shcrt  title),  8220,  822IJ  m.,  8225 
Uioistry  : 

(Watson)  Position  of,  f.o.,  4144,  4149 
(Reid),  Position  of,  m.,  4778 ;  f.o.,  5044; 
adj.,  5386;  exfl.,  5345;  f.o.,  5546 
Mounted  Infantry,  q.,  7619 
Navigation  Bill,  f.o.,  3262;  m.,  3366 
Papua  (British  New  Gumea),  Bill,  com.  (Leg- 
itilutive  Council),  650S;  (prohibition  of  in- 
toxicants), 7336,  861 I 


Cook,  Hon.  Joseph. — ceiUinued. 

Public  Service  : 

Classification,  suffly,  3285 

Clerical  Division,  q.,  8590 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 

Construction  Overseers,  q.,  1399,  3451 

Increments,  suffly,  7305,  7233 

Post  Masters,  q.,  3331 

Telephone  Attendants,  5853 
Preferential  Trade,  obs.,  4784,  7738;  m.,  8353, 

8536 

Public  Service,  suffly,  6422 

Quarantine  Conference,  q.,  3393 

Sand  ford,  Mr.,  Rebate  to,  suffy,  4922 

Sea  Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  3R.,  8307 

Seat  of    Government   Bill,  m.,  3530,  3603; 

com.  (seat  of  government),  3761 ;  {f.o.,  3947), 

3954;  (area),  3954,  3968,  3986 
Sugar  Bounty,  suffly,  6727 
Supply,        6759,  6763 

Defence,  6948 

Home  Affairs,  6397,  6410,  6432,  6617;  f.o., 
6430 

Postmaster-General,  7221,  7233,  7349 

Trade  and  Customs,  6727 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  com.  (schedule),  3591 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.,  4931 
Tariff,  obs.,  184;  m.,  4785,  6210;  adj.,  5580; 

obs.,  6025;  suffly,  7456,  7461 
Telephone  Facilities,  suffly,  4931 
Ventilation  of  House,  adj.,  3670 

Croft,  Sanator  J.  W.,  WeeUrn  Australia  : 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  3K.,  5903 ; 
com.  (interpretation),  6459;  (representation  of 
parties),  (1472,  6534;  (minimum  wage  and  pre- 
ference),  6559,   8068;   (registration),  6814, 

Fr^^nlent  Trade  Marks  Bill,  com.  (interpre- 
tation), 3773 
Public  Works  :  Day  Labour,  m.,  3230 
Trade  Marks  Bill,  'com.   (tiade  union  marks), 
4111 

Grouch,  Hon.  R.  A.,  Coi-io  : 

Address-in-Reply,  613 

Appropriation  Bill  ,  2R,,  8124;  3R.,  8153 

Banners,  Consecration  of,  q.,  5S47,  5849,  6308; 
adj.,  6649,  6886;  f.o.,  6887;  m.,  6889:  Miif- 
^y,  6889,  689s,  6896 

Business,  Private,  adj., 83a 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  q.,  1042; 
com.  (interpretation).  1206,  1703,  1730, 
i8j5,  3068,  2074,  2203,  3204,  2206,  3311 ; 
(awards  to  prevail)^  2356;  (powers  of 
Court),  3456,  3489,  2650;  minimum  wage  and 
preference),  3660 ;  (orders  to  observe 
award),  2710,  271 1,  2716;  (registration), 
2834,  2990 ;  (disclosure  of  secrets),  3074, 
30^5;  recom.,  4245,  4523;  *.o.,  7990 

Contracts,  q.,  4403;  adj.,  4D90J  exfl.,  4695 

Count  out,  m.,  6478  • 

Customs  Prosecutions,  q.,  759 

Defence  Bill,  1904,  38.,  7510 

Defence  Committee,  q.,  3033;  adj.,  3068 

Defence  Department :  Correspondence,  adj,, 
"SS 

Election  Promises,  q.,  1897 
Electoral  Administration,  q.,  761 
Exports  :  Hides,  q.,  3370 
Federal  Capital,  adj.,  3463 
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Crouch,  Hon.  R.  ■A.~-eontinued. 

Flag,  Commonwealth,  m.,  1605,  1913,  1914* 
2695 

Fodder,  Freight,  g.,  585a 
High  Commissioner,  q.,  4530 
Langwarrin  Military  Reserve,  adj.,  5*15 
Linehan,  Major,  sufply,  3587 
Life   Assurance    Companies    Bill    2R.,  7130; 
com.    (limitation  of  amount  payable),  71351 

7136 

Mail  Contracts,  2885 
Military  Commandant  : 

Advisers  of,  adj.,  3068 

Appointments,  adj.,  3470 

Cypher  Cables,        1534.  ^^n>  1^75 

Report,  if.,  3693,  3798 

Military  Forces : 

Artillerymen,       3398;  suffly,  6969 

Finn.  Brigadier-General,  3173 

Militia  ofBcers,  7840 

Mounted  RiBes,  q.,  i-ji 

Ordnance  Branch,  g,,  7010 

Price,  Colonel,  8124 

Rations,  3877 

Regulations,  q.,  760,  3469 

Religicm  of  Troopa,  adj.,  1255;  t3SP 

Retirements,  q.,  4632 

Sheldon,  Lieut.,  q.,  390 

Simmons,  Sergeant,  3.,  7533 

Volunteer  Forces,        2800,  3033,  3397 
Ministry  (Reid),  Position  of,  exfl.,  4685;  im., 

4766 

Naval  Brigade,  adj.,  3127 

Naval  Cadets,  q.,  r397 

New  Hebrides,  q.,  1784,  7031 

Northern  Territory,  q.,  4«39    „.„  ,  . 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  cam.  (cm! 

list),  4681 ;  {Legislative  Council),  6507,  6518; 

cons,  amdis.,    (prohibition   of  intoacantt), 

8609,  8612,  8615,  8616 
Police,  Victorian,  Payments  to,  q.,  3573 
Potters  Six,  Prosecution,  q.^  6698 
Preferential  Trade,  obt.,  ^TJ7 

Public  Service  :  ,    ^  ^ 

Classification,  q.,  3656,  307a:  suftly.'H^ 
Letter-sorters,  q.,  aoiS,  3398 
Military  Titles,  adj.,  aiio;  f.,  2371 
Temporary  Employment,  f.,  7ir2 

QueensclifF  Road  Grant,  suffly,  69701  q., 
711 1,  8307 

Questions,  ad}.,  4690;  exfl.,  4695 

Reid,  Mr.,  exfl.,  5052 

Russo-Japanese  War  :  Australian  Military 
Attache,  q.,  339^ 

Sea  Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  com.  (applica- 
tion) 8323 

Seat  of  Govemment  Bill,  exfl.,  3931 ;  tarn., 

(seat  of  government),  3945;  f.o.,  3947 
South  African  War :  Honours,  q.,  3471 
Supply : 

Defence,  6889,  6895,  6896,  6969,  697a 
Home  AHairs,  6426 

Postmaster- General,  704a,  7203,  7233,  7234 

Works  and  Buildings,  7235 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  com.  (schedule),  3587 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  m.,  4267 
Tariff,  suffly,  7446,  746a,  8153 
Telegraph  Operators,  449S 
Titles :   Recommendations  for,  q.,  2695,  2800 
Trophies,  suffly,  4267 
Werribee  Post  Office,  q.,  2250 


Cnlpin,  Mr.  M.,  BrManer 
Address-in-Repty,  193 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  »».  (in. 
terpretation),  2015;  (regittntion),  5007; 
exfl.,  3069;  (commencement),  3353;  reccm., 
4209 

Elections :  Administration,  m.,  1330 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augiuta  Railwar  Survey 

Bill,  3E.,  5606 
Ministry  (Reid)  Position  of,  m.,  4953 
New  Hebrides  Mail  Service,  q.,  7307,  7413 
Pa^ua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  €om.  (pro- 
hibition of  intoxicants),  7347 
Post  Office,  Brisbane,  q.,  1042.  1123 
Preferential  Trade,  obs.,  193 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  com,  (seat  of  got^em- 

ment),  3923;  exfl.,  4028 
Supply  : 

Postmaster-General,   7139,  7203 
Works  and  Buildings.  7237 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  4930 
Telegraph  Employ^,  suffly,  4930 
Tele^one  Attendants,  Female,  q.,  5970 

DaWBon,  Sutator  Hon.  A.,  QueenJaad: 
Address-in-Reply,  353 
Business  of  Senate,  m.,  1604 
Carroll,  Major,  m.,  1843;  m.i.t,,  1857 
Chairman  of  Committees,  m.«  55a 
China  Oil,  Duty,  q.,  7573 
Colnmittees,  Select :  Press  Reports,  m.,  1857 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  ^am.  (inter- 
pretation), 6343,  6351,  6445;  (registration), 
6677,  6697,  6S76,  6976,  6^3 ;  (adoptios  of 
rules),  7109 
Defence  Administration^  q.,  7160 
Defence  Equipment,  g.,   3172;   adj.,  3149; 

f..  3528.  3633 
Defence  Regulations,  com.   (officers'  serrico 
dispensed   with),  158;^;    (seconding),  1590, 
>59i>  iS95>  1598)  r599;  (officers  under  arrest), 
1600 

Orilling  of  Youths,  Conipulsory,  f.,  1296 
Federal  Capital,  adj.,  1004 
Guns.,  q.,  4100,  4101 

Military  Commandant,  q.,  4283;  m.,  46S3 

Military  Forces,  adj.,  314^ 

Ministry  [Watson),  Formation  of,  m.,  1245 

Naval  Reserve,  q.,  3529 

Patents  Office;  Staff,  q.,  1292 

Petitions,  q.,  5902 

Preferential  Trade,  antdt.  Address-in-Rei.r. 
360 

Privilege :  Freedom  of  Speech,  m.,  1113,  1144 
RiSe  Team,  Bisley,  q.,  1255 
Russian  Attack  on  British  Fishing  Fleet,  m . 
6269 

Seat  of  Govemment  Bill,  m.  1604;  ad.  nf., 
2088 

Supplementary     Appropriation     Bill,  cf- 

(Defence),  3180 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  com.  (schedule),  33<o 

Deakin,  Hon.  A.,  Bailarat  : 

Aborigines,  W.A.,  adj.,  939. 

Acts  Interpretation  Bill,  aR.,  1037;  com.  (oEea- 

ces  punishable),  1038;  {aiding  or  abetiicsi. 

1039 

Addreas-m-Repl^,  35.  105,  755 
Appropriation  Bill,  2B.,  8130 
Aramac,  wreck,  obs.,  489;  q.,  719 
Braddon,  Sir  Edward,  Death  of,  m.,  14 
Budget,  6004,  6127 
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Jeakin,  Hon.  A. — continued. 

Business  of  House,  m,,  8i,  83;  adj.,  336,  543; 

ods.,  642,  606,  696;  ad;.,  757,  807,  633. 
Business,  Private,  m.,  81 
Coinage,  Decimal,  17a 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  g.,  14,  36, 
1042;  adj.,  757J  2R.,  76a,  790,  930;  com.  (in- 
terpretation), 1045,  1681,  i8a8,  2043,  2056, 
3058,  3069,  3073,  3303,  3305 ;  (organization 
ordering  membeis  to  refuse  employmeat), 
3316;  (Court),  3337;  (term  of  office),  3335; 
(Deputy  President),  3338 ;  (State  authority 
may  refer  dispute),  3353,  3365 ;  (award), 
33171  (on  whom  binding),  2334;  (awards  to 
prevail),  3363 ;  (awards  not  to  be  chal- 
lenged), 4534  J  (powers  of  Court),  2385, 
3407,  2421,  2478,  3483}  (minimum  wage  and 
preference),  3490,  3493,  3511;  (registiation), 
2736,  2975;  (Judge),  3073;  (disclosure  of 
secrets),  3075 ;  (organization  to  be  repre- 
sented), 3078;  (navigation),  3099;  reeem., 
4039,  4333;  7980 

Copeland,  Mr.,  Death  of,  eis.,  1653 

Electoral  Administration,  455,  456,  490,  586, 
587.  758;  ad;.,  938,  ro40 

Federal   Agencies,   State   Taxahon  01,  adj., 

7664;   171.,  7736 

Federal  Capital,  o^t.,  643 
Oovemor-General's     Establishment,  suffly, 
6644 

Immigration,  Italian,  g.,  tiS^t  ^583;  itffly, 
3586 

Imports,  British,  q.,  759 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  in/.,  1136 
Kanakas,  Repatriation,  q.,  79,  1133 
Liberal  Party,  Meeting  of,  f.o.,  5062 
Mail  Contracts  : 

English,  adj.,  134;       143,  880 

Sub-letting,  q.t  98S 
Manufactures    Encouragement     BUI,  eem., 

(short  title),  8319 
Meeting,  Days  of,  m.,  80 
Ministry  ; 

(Deakis),  Position  of,  adj.,  1344 

(Watson),   Formation  of,         1247;  policy 
of,        1286,  1331;  "^'•i  *394 

(Reid),  Position  of,  m.,  5472 
Naturalization  Act,  q.,  490 
New  Caledonia,  y.,  760  ' 
New  Hebrides,  q.,  172;  suffly,  6254 
Newspaper  Postage,  f.,  989 
Opium,  q.,  761 
Pacific  Cable,  q.,  1184 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  earn,  {pro- 

hibition  of  intoxicoD'tsJ,  6520 
Patents  : 

Publication,  g.,  7522 

Regulations,  g.,  5591 
Petitions,  e&i.,  4S9 
Petriana,  Wreck,  q.,  455 
Post  Office,  Brisbane,  q.,  1042 
Preferential  Railway  Rates,  666 
Price,  Colonel,  8130 
Press  Telegrams,  adj.,  1040 
Preferential  Trade,  ebs.,  toS;  adj.,  134;  q., 

3932;   obs.,  5507;  adi;  6355;   m.,  8094 
Public  Service  : 

Classification,  obs.,  2654,  2655,  2657;  adj., 
2691 

Post  and  Telegraph  Associations,  q.,  83o 

Transferred  Officers,  q.,  79 

Victorian  Officers,  suffly,  3130;  exfl.,  3349 


Deakin,  Hon.  A. — continued. 
Questions  upon  Notice,  obs,,  143 
Registration  of  Births  and  Deaths,  q.,  880 
Rifle  Team,  Bisley,  q.,  491 
South  Africa,  Trade  with,  1184 
South  African  War,  History,  f.,  6917 
Speaker,  Mr.  : 

Election  of,  m.,  11,  13 

Position,  obs.,  rs ;  m., 
Standing  Orders,  q.,  403 
Stead,  Mr.  W.  T.,  f.,  719 
Supply  Bill  [No.  i),  com.,  3896 
Supply  : 

External  Affairs,  6254 

Home  Affairs,  6644 

Supplementary  Estimates,  2130 
Tariff  Commission,  obt.,  5505,  mo4;  «*.,  8094; 

cbs.,  8618 
Transvaal  : 

Chinese,  Introduction  of,  m.,  708,  755 

Stead,  Mr.  W.  T.,  q.,  719 
Watson,  Mr.,  nt..  Health  of,  obs.,  3866 
Weather  Bureau,  q.,  808 

de  £<ar^«,  Senator  Hon.  H.,  WeMam  Awt- 

tralia  : 

Address-in-Reply,  338 

Business  of  Senate,  m.,  1603;  adj.,  5733,  7803 
Chairman  of  Committees,  adj.,  401 
Chinese  in  Transvaal,  m.,  555 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  3R.,  6074 ; 

com.  (interpretation),  6334,  6371,  6458,  6464; 

(representation  of  parties),  6533;  (minimum 

wage  and  preference),  6543,  8050;  (registrar 

tion),  6834,  6866,  7004,  7106 
Defence  Regulations,  com.  (seconding),  1594, 

»599 

Flag,  Commonwealth,  m.,  1585 

Fraudulent  Trade  Marks  Bill,  com.  (interpre- 
tation), 2773;  (importation),  3778,  3784;  (re- 
mission  of  forfeiture),  3534;  (exportation), 
3537 

Iron  Works,  m.,  947,  1395 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Suzrey 
Bill,  2B.,  8454 

Ministry  (Reid],  Policy  of,  m.,  4591 
New  Hebrides,  m,,  4089 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.  (Lieu- 
tenant'Oovernor),  yyt^i  (transfer  of  officers), 
7799 ;  (ordinance  reserved),  7800 ;  (prohi- 
bition of  intoxicants),  793a,  8038,  8035 

Petition,  Irregular,  m.,  7667 

Russian  Attack  on  British  Fishing  Fleet,  m., 
6367 

Sea  Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  3s.,  757S 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  01.,  1603;  3R.,  1759; 

com,  (seat  of  government),  1891,  1895 
Senate,  Sitting  Days  of,  m.,  6336 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  ix.,  4303 
Survey,  North-west  Coast,  q.,  $yo6 
Tobacco  Monopoly,  m.,  663 
Trade  Marks  Bill,  com.   (trade  union  marks), 

4*95;  3»-.  7599 

Doboon,  Senator  Hon.  H„  Tamiania  : 

Absence,  Leave  of,  m.,  3r73 
Address-in-Reply,  376 

Appropriation  Bill,  iK.,  SiSj;  com.  (schedule), 

8373,  8274,  8395,  8399,  8384,  839a 
Business  of  Senate,  m.,  545,  647  ;ad;.,  5733 
Carroll,  Major,        1845,  3iS5«  3»57 
Chairman  of  Committees,  ad;.,  400 
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DobsoQ,  Senator  Hon.  H. — continued. 

Cbinese  in  Traosvaal,  m.,  575 

Conciliation  and  Arbitiation  Hill,  2R,  6057 ; 
com.  (inteipretatioD),  6344,  6368;  (offmce 
repeated),  6470^  (miaimum  wage  and  pie- 
ference),  6550,  6559;  (regiitration),  6680, 
6861,  7005 ;  f.ff.y  7107 ;  (proclamation), 
7167;  3s.,  7257 

Conference  of  Premiers,  q.,  777J>  7892 

Defence  Regulations,  com.  (seconding),  1595 

Defence  :  Compulsory  Drilling  of  Youths,  jf., 
1296;  obs.,  8199;   suffly,  8384,  839a 

Election  Meetings,  f.,  1736 

Electoral  Act,  q.,  940 

Fraudulent  Trade  Marks  Bill,  cam.  (com* 
mencement),  3770;  (disposal  of  forfeited 
goods),  2879;  (discovery),  2879;  (powers  of 
Court),  2881;  (importation),  f.c.y  3166 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  46S1, 
6032 

Kalgoorlic  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  s  >  7669}   f.o.,  8570;  2B.,  8575 
Mails  :  English,  q.,  3223 
Military  Forces,  adj.,  3143 
Moscley  Commission,  1736 
New  Guinea,  supply,  8295 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  2R.,  7790; 
com.  (deputies),  7798;  (transfer  of  officers), 
7799;  (power  to  grant  land),  7911;  (pro- 
hibition of  intoxicants),  7932,  8029 

Petition,  Irregular,  m.,  7666 

Post  Offices,  suffly,  3560,  3561 

Preferential  Railway  Rates,  q.,  8562 

Preferential  Trade,  obs.,  283 

Privy  Council,  Imperial  Committee,  f.,'7802 

Public  Works  : 

Day  Labour,  m.,  2868 
Inspector-General,  supply,  8299 

Public  Service :  Temporary  Officers,  tuffly, 
8272 

Sea  Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  2R.,  7299;  atm. 
(clauses  prohibited),  7400;  (commencement), 
7406;  3K.,  7574;  eons,  amdts.  (application), 
8410 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  2R.,  1510,  1522, 
1737;  com.  (short  title),  1782;  (seat  of  go- 
vernment), r862,  i8;g,  1892,  rg8i,  1982, 
4023;  (area),  1956,  1959,  1965;  (valuation), 
1976;   ad.  ref.,  2081 

Sugar  Bounties,  supply,  2180;  m.,  7076 

Supplementary  Appropriation  Bill,  com. 
(Trade  and  Customs],  2180 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  com,  (schedule),  3560, 
356' 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  iR,  4307 

Tariff  Commission,  sufply,  8185 

Tobacco  Industry,  q.,  8362,  8561 

Trade  Marks  Bill,  com.  (definitions),  3547, 
3656;  (registrar),  3^93;  (appeal),  4004,  4005, 
4006;  (register),  4009;  (trade  union  marks), 
4015,  4128 ;  (effect  of  registration],  4129, 
4130;   (penalty),  4136,  4137,  4138 

DnhkCf  Senator  Hon.  J.  O.,  Qruew^awd: 
Acts  Interpretation  Bill,  2R.,  546;  com.  (aiding 

or  abetting),  550;   (regulations),  550,  551; 

eons,  amdts.  (application),  i26r 
Address-in-Reply,  233 

Appropriation  Bill  com.  (schedule),  8363, 
8364,  8365,  8366,  8367,  8369,  8370,  8380,8390, 
8393,  8306 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill, 
com.  (ichedute),  7479 


Drake,  Senator  Hon.  J.  G. — cam/ituui. 

Audit  Office,  supply,  8364 

Blind  Sea  Passengers,  q.,  939 

Business  of  Senate,  m.,  646 

Carroll,  Major,  m.,  1844.  737a.  7673 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  e^m.  Ima, 

mum  and  preference),  6538;  3R.,  7x1 

Customs   Administration :    Refunds,  aff.t. 

8369.  8370.  8380 
Defence    Regulations   {oflRcers'    servicei  •.v 

penscd  with),  1587;  (seconding),  1590, 

>599 

Defence :  Training  of  Youths,  tMpfiy,  fcjgc 
Electoral  Administration,  suffty,  8303 
Fraudulent    Trade    Marks    Bill,    at.,    six . 
com.  (short  title),     2768 ;     (inlexpreU:. « 
2771,  2773;  (false  marks),  2775.  27;*: 
portation),  2789,  2794;  p.o.,  3r64,  3167;  »». 
com.,  3r59;  (remisuon  of  forfeiture),  3:;, 
3534;   (exportation),  3536;  353a"  ' 

High  Court  : 
Judgments,  adj.,  1266;  1465 
rravclling  Expenses,  supply,  2175 
Hutton,  Major-Gcneral,  suffly,  8396 
Mails,  English,  tn.,  8^68 

Ministry:  (Watson),  Eormati<m  of,  tit-. 

policy  of,  m.,  1259 
Navigation  Bill,  2R.,  836 
Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com. 

hibition  of  intoxicants),  8037 
Parliamentary  Evidence  Bill,  21,  5804 
Printing  Office  :  Gratuities,  suffly,  8365 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  com.  (seat  of  ;v 

vernment),  1865 
Sugar  Industry,  m.,  6171 

Supplementary  Appropriation  Bill,  tcm.,  11*; 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  com.    fwhednle),  3559 
Supply,  Grant  of,  m.,  946 
Trade  Harks   Bill   2B.,  3545;  eem.  [defa^ 

tions),  3566;  (trade  imion  mnrk»),  4101;  'or 

of  mark),  4131 

Bdwarda,  Hon.  O.  B.,  Sovoh  S^lnitjf  .- 

Aborigines,  W.A.,  adj.,  937 
Acts   Interpretation   Bill,   earn,  (dcfioiliocih 
1039 

CHnese  in  Transvaal,  m.,  799 
Coinage,  Decimal  q.,   172 ;   m. ,   1610 ;  li, . 

1736;  m.,  2381;  q.,  6918 j  adj.,  7806 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  2R.,  leu 
com.    (interpretation),    17 16,     173^,  ^'M 
(powers    of    Court),    3552;  (registntx: 
aSji ;   reeom.^   4240,   4533;  (oomprocu*. 
453* 

Customs:  Shipping  Patrol,  q.,  3811 
Defence  Bill,  1904,  aR.,  7495 

Defence : 

Council  of,  q.,  3171 
Organization,  6937 

Elections : 
Administration,  m.,  1299,  r309 
Cost  of,  f.,  586,  807 
Documents  Destroyed,  2885 

Federal  Agencies,  State  Taxation  of,  T' 

Imports,  m.,  881 

Jervis  Bay,  Telegraphist,  4521 
King,  Sergeant,  6919 
Uatls:  King  Island,  nr.,  1627 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  tern. 

title),  8232 
Navigation  Bill,  m.,  3462 
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wards,  Hon.  G.  B. — continued. 

?apui    (Britisli    New    Guiaea)    Bill,  »m, 

(quorum),  4680 
i^ost  Office  :  Darlington,  ; .,  4531 
Preferential  Railway  Rates,  666 
Preferential  Trade,  adj.,  134 
Printing,  Parliamentary,  711a 
?ublic  Accounts  Committee,  q.,  3393. 
?ublic  Service  :    Fortnightly  Payments,  q., 

7618 

i^ilway  Gauge,  Uniform,  q.,  2658. 

Seat  ol  Goreroment  Bill,  2K.,  3471;  m.,  3519; 

earn,  (seat  of  government),  3616,  3803,  3876, 

3940 

ships'  Stores,  q.,  3469 

Sugar  Bounty,  suffly,  (t'^it,,  6733 

Supply  : 

Trade  and  Customs,  671^  6733 

Defence,  6937 
Water  Conservation,  m.,  1898 

IwardB,  Hon.  B.,  Osdty : 

Appropriation  Bill,  2B.,  8136 

Cables,  Revenue,  f.,  3585 

Chairman  of  Committees,  m.,  684 

Coaclliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  eon.  (inter- 
pretation), 2026 

Customs:  Shipping  Patrol,  3811 

Defences,  Queensland,  luf^ly,  7024,  7027 

Klectoral  Administration,  supply,  6402 

Electoral  Rolls,  Printing  of,  q.,  2250 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta   Railway  Survey 
Bill,  m.,  4654 

Mail  Contract,  English,        808,  880.  2885 

Ministry  (Rcid),  Position  of,  m.,  5280,  5288 

New  Hebrides,  supply,  8136 

Pacific  Cable,  sufpiyijo^ 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.  (pro- 
hibition of  intoxicants),  7545 

Price,  Colonel,  supply, 

Public  Service  :  Debts,  q.,  3753 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  com.    (seat  of  go- 
vernment), 3928 

Shipping  ;  Cargo,  f .,  2959 

Supply  : 

Home  Affairs,  6402 
Defence,  7024,  7027,  7028 
Postmaster-General,  7044 
Works  and  Buildings,  7238 

Uniforms,  Military,  q.,  2469 

^VoolIoongabba  Post  Office,  g.,  2314 

orintf ,  Hon.  T.  T.,  Riehmond  : 
Address-in-Reply,  156 
Budget,  6340 

Chinese  in  TransvAjl,  m.,  733 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  2R.,  918; 
com.  (interpretaticm),  2029;  (employers  not 
to  dismiss),  2222 ;  (Court),  2233 ;  (on  whom 
award  binding),  2335 ;  (awards  to  prevail), 
3360,  3364 ;  (powers  of  Court),  2407,  ^TO, 
3547 ;  (navigation),  3191 ;  (compromise),  3386, 
3390;  cons,  amdts.  (registration),  S009 
High  Court,  5593 
Kalf;oorlie  Railway  Survey  Bill,  m.,  4644 
Ministry  (Reid),  Position  of,  m.,  5007 
Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.  (pro- 
hibition), 7,'t45 
Parliament  House.  Refreshment  Room,  3811 
Preferential  Trade,  obs.,  156;  adj.,  5580;  m.. 

Public   Service  :   Telegraph   Messengers,  q., 
4403,  7410 


Ewing,  Hon.  T.  T.— continued. 

Seat  of    Government   Bill,  «.,  3501,  3604; 

com.  (Seat  of  Government),  3618 
Sugar  Planting,  suffiy,  6711 
Supply  : 

Trade  and  Customs,  6711 

Postmaster-General,  ^5 
Tariff  Commission,  ad/.,  5580 
Tick,  q.,  3173 

Findley,  Senator  B.,  Victoria: 
Address-in-Reply,  140 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill,  com. 

(schedule),  7488 
Carroll,  Major,  m.,  6802 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  2K.,  5926; 
(mmimum  wage  and  preference),  653^;  (re- 
gistration), 6817;  P.O.,  3166 

Fraudulent  Trade  Marks  Bill,  28.,  2756;  (Ln- 
portation),  2793,  2797,  3161. 

Newspaper  Postage,  q.,  1465 

Post  Offices  :  Sub-letting,  q.,  1290,  1737 

Public  Works  :  Day  Labour,  2867 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  28.,  1767;  com. 
(area),  1966,  1967,  1975 

Supplementary  Appropriation  Bill,  egm. 
(Home  Affairs),  2179 

Trade  Marks  Bill,  com.  (definitions),  3657; 
3«-.  7598 

Blahw,  Hon.  A.,  Wide  Bay: 

Address-in-RepIy,  332 
Appropriation  Bill,  jr.,  8111,  8135 
Budget,  6335 

Business  of  House,  ad}.,  5896 
Chairman  of  Committees,  m.,  685 
Chinese  in  Transvaal,  m.,  743 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (inter- 
pretation), 1043,  1242,  1712;  recom.,  4238 
Contracts,  Tenders,  adj.,  5746;  q.,  6699,  7522; 

supply,  8135;  q.,  8591 
Customs  Department,  2539 

Drawbacks,  q.,  2959 

Entry  Clerks,  q.,  1351 

Retirement  of  Officers,  q.,  2351 

Shipping  Patrol,  q.,  3812 
Debate,  Limitation  of,  adj.,  5286 
Defence  Expenditure,  supply,  7023 
Electoral  Administration,  supply,  6412 
Exports  : 

Hides  and  Skins,  2371 

Meat,  q.,  3754 
Federal  Agencies,  State  Taxation  of,  q.,  6563 
Fraudulent  Trade  Marks  Bill,  q.,  18^ 
Immigration  : 

Indian,  q.,  5593 

Italian,  supply,  2597 
Imports  : 

Chilled  Pork,  q.,  3072 

Shoes,  q.,  2897 

Spirits,  Bottling,  q.,  4140 
Kanakas,  Repatriation,  q.,  3573 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  adj.,  5581 
Ministry  (Reid),  Position  of,  adj.t  5286;  m., 

53" 

Navigation  Commission,  q.,  2659 
New  Guinea,  Administration,  adj.,  8360 
New  Hebrides,  supply,  6255 
Opium,  q,,  lagg,  2370 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.  (ap- 
pointment), 4677:  (submission  of  questions), 
4679 ;  cons,  amdts.  (prohibition  of  intoxi- 
cants), 8604  ^  I 
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Fisher,  Hon.  A. — coniinued. 

Patents  Oflfee,  suffly,  2168;  28S6 

Price.  Colimel,  8135 

Public  Service ;  ClassificatioD,  suffly,  3390 

Revenue,  suffly,  4923,  493^ 
Rifle  Clubs,  adj.,  7212 

Russo-Japanese  War  :  Meat  Supply,  3.,  3754 
Slupping  : 

Cargo,  J.,  3799,  2959 

Foreign,  1351 

Fremantle  and  Geraldton,  q.,  3251 
Ships*  Stores,  g.,  2370,  2469*  2520 
Spirit  Trade,  g.,  3292 
Spotted  Fever,  1896 
Standing  Orders,  8593 
Statistics,  g;  2696 

Sugar  Bounty,  g.,  5589;  Jwf^/j',  6595,  6728; 

g.,  7112;  Ja^^/^,  8H2 
Sugar  Production,  suffly,  3597 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.,  4923 
Supply,  m.,  6773,  6777;  ad.  ref.t  7438;  «., 

7443 

External  Affairs,  6255 
Home  Affairs,  6412,  6594 
Trade  and  Customs,  6728,  6736,  6777 
Defence,  7023  * 
SupptementaTy  Estimates,  2157,  2108,  2x09 
Tobacco  Refuse,  3.,  2371 

ForPMt,    Rt.    Hon.    Sir  John, 

O.G.H.O..  Svian: 

Address-in-Reply,  588 

Appropriation  Bill,  2X.,  8124 

Banking  Returns,  f.,  3537 

Budget,  6145,  6221;  exfl.,  6297 

Business  of  House,  «.,  3891,  4282 

Cables,  Revenue,        2312,  3584 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (inter- 
pretation), 1140,  I7i6»  »796j  *037J  (powers 
of  Court),  2486^  (rules),  3064;  (shipping), 

3105 ;       2428  .      „  .       ^,  £ 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration,  W.A.,  exfi.,  49ro 
Contracts  :  Day  Labour,  g.,  6564 
Customs  Department,  g.,  2539 
Dawson,  Senator,  j.,  1525 
Defence  Administration,  g.,  6479;  adf.,  6530; 

suffly,  6951 
Defence  Bill,  1904,  2K,  7490;  earn,  (definition), 

7502;  (substitution  of  council),  7503,  7506 
Elections :  . 

Administration,  g.,  172;        1315J  g.,  i35'i 
1897;  suffly,  6248,  6404 

Cost  of,  g.,  457* 

Expenses,  g.,  809 

Melbourne  Election,       490;  oii.,  585 
Officers,       457,  66s,  989.  *"3 
Police,  Payments  to,  g.,  701 
Statistics,  g.,  588 

Wimmera  Election,       666,  761,  Bog 
Federal    Agencies,    State   Taxation  of, 

6S46;  g.,  66S1,  6918 
Federal    Capital,  g.,  1526;        2383;  y.,  3451; 

adj.,  3466 
Flag,  Commonwealth,  m.,  loio 
Fremantle  Defences,  sufply,  4267 
Government  Houses,  suffly,  2167 
Home  Affairs  Department,      25318,  2799 
Immigration  Restriction  Act,  g.,  1525 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  g.,  988 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  int.,  ri24,  4553;  adj.,  4686,  469a;  2I!., 

5593  >  torn,  (power  to  make  survey),  7563 


Forrest,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John,  G.C.M.G.~^M/iHSf<. 

Leneban,  Major,  suffly,  3576,  3595 
Land  Settlement,  suffly,  2612 
Mails  : 

Subsidies,  g.,  2538 

English,  g.,  7217,  7307,  7412 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  22.,  5779 
Military    Commandants,    TravelliDg  Aliov. 

ances,  m.,  1629 
Ministry : 

(Watson),  Formation  of,  m.,  1251;  policv 
of,         1584,  1635,  3891 

(Rcid),  Position  of,  w.,  4843;  exfl.,  5161 
Money  Orders,  q.,  2539,  3397 
Navigation  Bill,  tn.,  3272 
Navigation  Commission,  ebs.,  2467 
Outtrim,  Lt.-Col.,  g.,  1396 
Papua  {British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  eom.  (Eiecu- 

tive  Council),  4678;  (Legislative  Council), 

6510;   (prohibition  of  intoxicants),  7551 
Patents  Office,  491 
Pearling  Industry,  g.^^  3246,  34sr 
Postmasters-General,  Deputy,  y.,  265^,  691S 
Post  and  Telegtaj^  Department,  g.,  2^, 

3451 

Post  Towns,  naming  of,  g.,  5847 

Preferential  Railway  Rates,  g.,  98S 

Price,  Colinel,  suffly,  8124 

Prime  Minister,  Statement  by,  f.e.,  6884 

Public  Service  Act,  g.,  3073 

Public  Service  : 

Reclassification,  g.,  104a;  suffly,  2141;  q-, 
2800,  3170 

Transferred  Officers,  g.,  3034 
Questions,  g.,  2520;  obs.,  3034 
Railway  Passes,  adj.,  170 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  2R.,  3446;  g.,  3451: 

w-,  3494,  35*7.  35H'  36»3;  "«"•  " 
government),  3709,  3939 

Shipping  : 

Cargo,  g.,  2799,  2959 

Coastal,  q.,  3172 

Sunday  Work,  q.,  7946 
Statistics,  2696 
Supply  : 

Home  Affairs,  6404 

Defence,  6951,  7030,  703*»  7*»3* 

Parliament,  6248 

Postmaster-General,  7049,  7232,  7242 
Supplcmeatary  Estimates,  3139,  2167 
Trade  and  Customs,  6782,  6783  ;^«.,  6:if 
Works  and  Buildings,  7239 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  com.,  a9qej 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  com.  (schedule),  35:^- 

3595 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  m.,  4267 
Tarcoola  Gold-fields,  g.,  2018 
Telegraphs:  Destruction  of  Trees,  ad.j.,  7?:'' 
Titles,  Military,  q.,   1^,  2019;  adj.,  2106: 

ex^.,  2122;  supply,  2139 
Tobacco  Trade,  m.,  7421 
Western  Australian  Legislation,  exfi.,  51^": 

ad}.,  5218 

Fowlw,  Hon.  a.  Km  Ptrth  : 
Address-in-Reoly,  ^ 
Agriculture,  Department  of,  nr.,  3061 

Coinage,  ad;,,  7810 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  earn,  finttr- 
pretation),  1721,  aoii,  7654;  (on  whom  a*-" 
binding),  2334;    {f.ff.,  3094),  (naTigities. 
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Fowler,  Hon.  }.  H. — continued. 
Debate,  Limitation  of,  m.,  7433 
Electoral  Rolls,  g.,  3813 
Flag,  Commonwealth,  m,,  1608 
Immigration,  suffly,  2603 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  inl.,  1135;    n..,  2242,  4670;   y.,  8247, 

3171;   adj.,  3067;   38.,  5594 
Ministry  (Reid),  Position  of,  m.,  4813;  exfl.i 

4730 

Navigation  Bill,  m.,  3369 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com,  (pro- 
hibition of  intoxicants),  733ii  7549 

Sea  Carnage  of  Goods  Bill,  3B.^  8313;  com. 
(bill  of  lading),  8339 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  com.  (seat  of  govern- 
ment), 3830 

Supply,  m.,  6573 
Defence,  7031 

Post  and  Tel^rapb,  7341,  7343 

Works  and  Buildings,  7339 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.,  4929 
Telegraph  Errors,  6930 
Telephones,  luffly,  4929 
Titles,  Military,  adj.,  2131 
Tobacco  Industry,  7417 
Ventilation  of  House,  adj.,  3668 


Fvamr,  Baiuitor  Hon.  S..  Yidoria : 
Carroll,  Major,  m.,  1S53 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  as.,  5906; 

com.  (minimum  wage  and  preference),  6538; 

registration),  7096,  7106}   3K.,  7271 
Defence  Regulations,  com.   (officers'  services 

dispensed  with),  1588;  (seconding),  159a 
Fraudulent  Marks  Bill,  com.  (interpretation), 

2773;  (exportation),  3565 
Kalgoorlie  to  port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bfll,  aR.,  8443 
Mails,  English,  adj.,  8567 
Ministry  (Reid)  :  Policy  of,  w.,  4603 
Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.  (pro- 
hibition of  intoxicants),  8031 
Privilege  :  Freedom  of  Speech,  1119 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  ok.,  1776;  com.  (seat 

of  government),  i86a,  1878 
Sugar  Industry,  m.,  6178 
Trade  Marks  Bill,  com.   (trade  union  marks), 

4105 ;  (agents),  4338 

FraHT,  Mr.  O.  B.,  Kalgooriit. 

Addreai-in-Reply,  ao8  , 

Business  of  House,  m.,  ^726 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (inter- 
pretation), 199a;  (employers  not  to  dismiss), 
3320,  2222;  (registration),  2735;  (organiza- 
tion to  be  represented),  3091 ;  commence- 
nic'it))  33i3i  recom.,  4164;  cons,  amndti. 
(minimum  wage  and  preference),  7S77;  m., 
8014 

Customs  Officers,  Broome,  587 
Immigration : 

Alien,  m.,  720;  suffiy,  6783 

Italian,  g.,  1184;  supfly,  2600 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  m.,  4645;        8200;  adj.,  8555 
McLean,  Mr.,  exfl.,  497a 
Ministry  (Reid)  : 

Formation  of,  4519 

Poution  of,  M.,  4834 


Frater,  Hr.  C.  E. — continued. 

Paf>ua  (British  New  Guinea  Bill),  com.  (pro- 
hibition of  intoxicants],  7539,  8612,  8613 

Post-office,  Boulder,  siSg ;  clo<^  3754 ;  letter 
delivery,  3877 

Public  Service  :  fortnightly  salaries,  f.,  3538 

Public  Works,  suffly,  6635 

Returning  Officer,  Kalgoorlie,  173 

Scott,  Lieutenant,  q.,  8300 

Standing  Orders,  m.,  8595 

Supply  : 

Home  Affairs,  6625 

Post  and  Telegraph,  7340 

Trade  and  Customs,  0763,  6783 

Tobacco  Industry,        6833:  adj.,  8339 


Fuller,  Hon.  O.  W.,  lUawarra: 
Address-in-ReplV)  516 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  cam.  (inter- 
pretation), 1835,  1943 ;  (commencement!, 
335^ 

Election,  Wimmera,  490,  586,  5S7,  666,  761, 
809 

Electoral  Rolls,  q.,  3453 

Federal  Capital,  adj.,  2309;   q.,  7307 

High  Commissioner,  suffly,  2597 

Isaacs,  Mr.,  adj.,  6096 

Military  Forces  :  Volunteers,  q.,  3935 

Ministry  (Reid)  :  Position  of,  m.,  4904 

Post  and  Telegraph,  suffly,  7183 

Postmasters,  q.,  3171,  3347 

Preferential  Trade,  ebs.,  533 

Public  Service,  Classification,  tuffly,  3286 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  q.,  3329,  3331 ;  com. 

(scat  of  government),  3896 
Shipping  :  Fremantic  and  Geraldton,  g.,  3356 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.,  4936 
Telephones,  suffly,  4926,  7183 
Ventilation  of  House,  adj.,  3670 


Fysh,  Hon.  Sir  P.  O.,  K.G.1I.G.,  Deniaon  : 

Aramae,  wreck,  obs.,  758 
Defence,  suffly,  7033 
Jris,  S.S.,  q.,  760 

Mail  Contracts,       14a,  S08;  adj.,  2527 
Mail  Services  i  Victoria  River,  q.,  171 
Medical  Chests,  q.,  810 
Ministry  (Reid),  Position  of,  m.,  5306 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  1 

Associations,  810 

Postmistress,  Somerset,  g.,  1043 

Sorters,  762 

Telegraphy  and  Telephony,  g.,  810,  1184 
Post-officet: 
Boulder,  g.,  389 
Brisbane,  g.,  1123 
Fort  Pixie,  g.,  403 

Public  Service ;   Promotions,  403 
Regiitxation,  Births  and  Deaths,  f.,  810 

Olbb,  Hr.  J.,  Flinders: 
Address-in-Reply,  m.,  68z 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (inter- 
pretation), 3006 
Ministry :  (Retd),  Position  of,  m.,  5101 
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OiTBiM,  Senator  T.,  Qutataland: 

Address-iD-reply,  m.,  C8 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  4684,  4986 

AppioprtatioD  BUI,  iB.  8169,  2R.  8250;  com. 
(Parh.)  8255,  8363,  (External  ASaiis)  8275, 
8293,  (Home  Affairs)  8298,  8300,  8302,  8303, 
8304,  8305,  8362,  (Treasury)  8364,  8365,  8366 
(Trade  and  Customs)  8367,  {f.a.,  8382),  83^3, 
(Defence;  8350,  8393,  8397,  IB400,  -(Post- 
master-General) 8401 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings}  Bill, 
com.  (schedule),  7488 

Business  of  Senate,  adj.f  5735 

Carroll,  Major,  Case  of,  m.,  6803 

Chinese  in  Transvaal,  m.,  ^yt 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  28,  6279  j 
com.  (interpretation),  6357,  6381,  6440,  6449; 
(refusal  of  terms  of  award),  6471;  (represen- 
tation of  parties),  6474 ;  (rules  of  court), 
6666,  6667,  6670,  6671 ;  (registration),  6687, 
687a;  [exfl.,  6881,  7019;  cans  mes.  (interpre- 
tation), 8042;  (preference)  (/.«.,  S058,  81x0), 
8075,  8077 

Easter  Adjourameot,  m.,  643 

Defence  Force  : 

Instructional  Staffs,  f.,  6650,  6976,  6786 
Report  of  G.O.C.,  arf;.,  3137 

Fraudulent  Trades  Marks  Bill,  obs.,  8170 

High  Court  Travelling  Expenses,  suffly,  2175, 
2176 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  f.,  6975; 

28.,  8461,  8468  {f.a.,  8^72) 
Kanakas  in  Queensland,  q,,  7256 
Lyne,  Sir  William,  Charges  against  Senator 

Neild  (P.O.,  5449) 
Mail  Service,  Ocean,  f.o,,  8562 
Mail  Subsidy,  Facific,  obs.^  8250,  8275,  8293 
Ministry  :  (Reid),  Formation  of,  supply,  4288; 

Ministerial   Statement,  4611 
New  Guinea  :  Craig,  Mr.,  case  of,  »».,  5816 
New  Hebrides,  m.,  4097 

Overtime,  Queensland  Letter  Sorters,  supfly, 
4983 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.  (local 
option),  8030;  (prohibition  of  intoxicants), 
8034,  &to6;  (Legislative  Council),  8406,  8407, 
m.  recons.,  840B,  S409 

Petition  (p.o.,  5902) 

Post  Office,  Cairns,  4083 

Preferential  Trade,  ois.,  8170 

Public  Service  :    Examinations,  supply,  4982  j 

?•!  5794 

ilessengers.    Post   and    Telegraph  Depart- 
ment, g.,  8562 
Public  Wonts  :  Day  Labour,  m.,  3636 
Russian  Attack  on  British  Fishing  Fleet,  nr., 

6362 

Sea  Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  2R.,  7293,  com.  (ap- 
plication), 7393,  7399;  commencement),  7404, 
3B.,  7580,  cons,  amdts  (prohibition  in  bill  of 
lading)  8412 

Seat  of  Goremment  Bill,  ai.  rep.,  2093;  eons, 
amdts.,  4020 

Sugar  Industry,  m.,  6153;  ^f.o.,  7072),  7°/^  i 
obs.,  8171 

Supplementary  Appropriation  Bill,  com.  (At- 
torney-General), 2r75,  2176;  (Home  Affairs), 
ai77 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  IK,  42S8 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  iB,  49^3 
Trade  Marks  Bill.  com.  (essential  particulars), 

3994.  .^995»  .^W*;  (trade  union  mark),  4106; 

(use  of  mark),  4132;  ebs.,  8169 


Olynn,  Hon.  P.  HoH.,  Aayat  : 
Acts  Interpretation  Bill,  28.,  1038,  com.  (sud- 
murjr  coavictioa),  1038;  (stteapt  deemed 

offence),  1039;  (regulations),  1039,  1040,  31., 
1043 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  323 

Budget,  m.,  6131 

Cable  Board,  Pacific,  q.,  2693 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  2R.,  881,  tom. 
(interpretation),  1810,  2044,  2061,  2069;  (Slite 
authority  may  refer  dispute),  2257;  (disputes 
of  which  Court  has  cognisance),  2273;  SUte 
Court  to  cease  dealing  with  disputes,  23-4  ^ 
(certificate  of  registrar),  2275 ;  (reference  bj 
organization],  2275,  3286;  (agreement  to  have 
effect  of  award),  2314;  (on  whom  award  is 
bindTng),  2310,  2352;  (award  not  to  be  chal- 
lenged), 235S;  (powers  of  Court),  2475, 
2486,  2487 ;  (minimum  wage  and  pref  erence^, 
a572,  2702;  (inspection),  2703;  (rules),  270;; 
(orders  to  observe  award],  2719;  (coattaveo- 
t  ioB  of  Part  II.,  non  -com  pi  iance  with 
award),  2722 ;  (registration),  2723,  (/.#., 
2850,  2989),  302r ;  (navigation],  3211 ; 
recom.,  4522 ;  recom.  (disputes  of  which 
Court  has  cognisance),  4524;  cons,  amiti. 
(preference),  78S4 ;  (registration),  8004 

Customs  Administration,  q.,  7174 

Defence  Bill  1904,  cons,  amdts.,  8018 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey 
Bill,  int.,  4667 

Life  Assurance  Companies  Bill,  2R.,  7131 ; 
com.,  (limitation  of  sum  assured),  7136; 
(schedule),  8330 

Locomotive  Tenders,  q., 

Mails,  English,  q.,  8589,  8590 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  2R.,  S201 

Ministry  : 

(Watson),  Position  of,  m.,  [p.o.,  4141,  4146, 
4148) 

(Reid),  Position  of,  m.,  5253 

Navigation  Commission,  g.,  2468 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.  (Lieu- 
tenant-Governor may  act  in  opposition  to  ad- 
vice), 4680;  cons,  amdts.  (intoxicants),  8614 

Patents,  Issue  of,  q.,  S093 

Post  and  Telegraph  Administration  :  Carriage 
of  Stores,  aa/.,  1040;  supply,  31^3 

Preferential  Trade,  obs.,  326;  m.,  8476 

Preferential  Railway  Rates,  q.,  3105,  3246 

Public  Service  : 

Increments,  supply,  2143,  3585 
Rights,  Existing  and  Accruing,  q.,  5591 

Sea-Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  2B.,  8310;  com. 
(construction  and  jurisdiction),  8326;  (war- 
ranty), 8328 

Sugar  Bounties,  q.,  7113,  7173,  7948 

Tariff  Commission,  obs.,  5255 

Water  Conservation,  m.,  3888,  3672 


Oonld,  Senator  Hon.  I<t.-Col.  A.  J.,  ^'f 

South  Walei  : 

Acts  Interpretation  Bill,  28.^  548,  com.  (regu- 
lations), 550 

Business,  Order  of,  q.,  288,  545 

Business  of  Senate,  ad;.,  573a 

Carroll,  Major,  Case  of,  m.,  1S44 ;  m.s.t., 
3155.  3156 

Chairman  of  Committees,  temporuy,  m.,  549 
Chinese  in  Transraal,  m.,  559 
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Gould,  Senator  Hon.  Lt.-Col.  A.  J. — eontinued. 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  21.,  5835 ; 

eem.    ( interpretation 6328,    6348,  0375; 

(registration)  6980*  6986,  7106]  (navigation 

dues)  [f.e.,  7109);  31.,  726? 
Defence  Bill  1904,  m.s.o.,  7601;  com.  (substi- 
tution of  Council  of  Defence  for  Board  of 

Advice),  7901,  7908 
Defence  Force  : 

Regulations,  com.  (officers'  services  dispensed 
with),  1588;  (seconding),  1590 

Report  of  G.O.C.,  adj., 
Evidence  Bill,  2K.,  4339 
Easter  Adjournment,  m.,  645 
Fraudulent  Trade  Marks  Bill,  ad.  ref.,  3160; 

{f.a.,  3162,  3165,  3169) 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  2K.,  8448;  adj.,  8469 
Mail  Service,  Ocean,  «.,  adj.,  8564 
Papers,  Printing  of,  obs.,  1837 
Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.,  m. 

reeans.,  8408 
Parliamentary  Evidence  Bill,  2R.,  5S01 
Petition,  Irregular  {m.s.o.,  7665,  7667),  7890 
President,  Election  of,  m.,  7 
Privilege,  Freedom  of  Speech,  f.o.,  4355  ■ 
Public  Works  :  Day  Labour,  m.,  3227 
Sea-Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  3s.,  7586;  ccm., 

eoHS.  amdts. ;  (application),  8412 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  2R.,  1505 ;  c^m.  (seat 

of  government),  1859,  1861,  1^64,  1S74,  1879, 

1889,  1953;  (Federal  territory),  1959,  1973; 

recons.  (seat  of  government),  r978 
Select  Committee  :  Press  Reports,  »».,  1858 
Sitting  Day,  Additional,  m.,  6326 
Sugar  Industry,  m.,  7087 
Supply  Biir  (No.  3),  com.  (Defence),  4313 
Trade  Marks  Bill,  m.  reeom.    (trade  union 

marks),  7a8a,  7286,  7600,  3B.,  7594 

Gray,  Senator  J.       Xtw  South  Walti  i 
Address-in-Reply,  m.,  65 

Appropriation  Bill,  iB.,  8182;  eom.  (External 

Affairs),  S282 
Carroll,  Major,  Select  Committee,  ad.,  rep., 

7694 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,   2s.,  6084, 
6184;  com.  (ioterpretation),  6448,  6463;  (pre- 
ference), 6539;  (registration),  6983,  7099., 
3H.,  7276 
Defence  Force  : 

Military  Schools  Apfrefriation  Bill,  81S2 
Naval  Repairs,  Affrofriatien  Bill,  8182 
Easter  Adjournment,  m.,  648 
Mail  Service,  Ocean,  m.  adj.,  S565 
Ministerial  Statement,  m.,  4393 
Pacific  Islands  Mail  Service,  q.,  6152 
Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.  (local 

option),  7940,  8023 
Preferential  Trade,  obt.,  66 
Public  Works :  Day  Labour,  «.,  3234 
Sea-Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  2R.,  7291 ;  com. 
(application),  7395;  (commencement),  7404, 
7407 

Groom,  Hon.       B.,  Darting  Dovna  : 

Address-in-Reply,  «.,  537 

Agriculture,  Federal  Department  of,  m.,  586a 

Business,  Conduct  of,  adj.,  3066 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (inter- 
pretation), 1067,  1735,  1830,  2198,  2210; 
(organizatioQ  ordering  refusal),  2215,  aat?; 
(State  authority  may  refer  dispute),  2365; 


Groom,  Hon.  L.  E. — continued. 

iform  of  award),  2316;  (on  whom  award  is 
inding),  2340;  (powers  of  Court),  2384,  2388, 
2403,  2409,  2462,  2479;  (obstructing  Court), 
2707;  (recovery  of  penalties),  2709,  2710;  (re- 
gistration), 2916,  2988  i  if.o.,  2990)  i  (organi- 
zation by  whom  represented),  3088;  (naviga- 
tion), 3378 ;  m.  Tccom.  4193 ;  cons,  amats. 
(registration)  f.o.,  79S2 
Defence  Bill  1904,  com.  (reprints  of  principal 

Act),  7507 
Defence  Force  ; 
Carroll,  Major,  Retrenchment  of,  q.,  760 
Dwyer,  M.  ].,  case  of,  stiffly,  2161 
Klectoial  Administration,  q.,  7114 
Election  Expenses,  q.,  8091 
Export  Commission,  q.,  2314 
Immigration,  suffly,  2591;  q.,  5738 
Isaacs,  Mr.,  Argus  Attacks  on,  m.,  adj.,  6092 
Life   Assurance   Companies  Bill,  aR„  7124, 
7134;  com.  (limitation  of  sum  assured),  7135, 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  2B.,  5757 
Meteorological  Department,  q.,  808,  1525,  6917 
Ministry  (Reid),  Position  of,  m.,  5261 
Prefercntiai  Trade,  obs.,  5264 
Prosecutions,  Commonwealth,  q.,  1897 
Public  Service  : 

Classification,  adj.,  3690 
Supply  : 

Parliament,  6245 

Postmastcr-Geneial,  2160,  7036 

Trade  and  Customs,  6707,  6784 
Tariff  Commission,  obs.,  5279;  f,,  7522 


Outhrie,  Senator  B.  S.,  SoiUh  Amtralia  : 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (pre- 
ference), 6548;  (duty  of  Registrar),  6673, 
6674;  (registration),  6681,  6857,  7015;  (navi- 
gation clauses),  7109,  7165,  7171;  cons,  met. 
(preference),  8048 

Elcfcnce  Regulations,  q.,  26 

Eastera  Extension  and  China  Telegraph  CoyS., 
Refund  of  Duties,  suffly,  2180 

Fraudulent  Trade  Marks  Bill,  com.  (prohibi- 
tion of  importation),  2784,  2791 ;  (disposal 
of  goods),  2879 

Immigration  Restriction  Act,  q,,  1737 

Mails  : 

Northern  Territory,  q.,  3223 
Marriage  Laws,  Uniform,  q.,  7668,  789a 
Revenue  Refunds,  suffly,  3561,  3562 
Sea-Carriape  of  Goods  Bill,  3R.,  7575 
Supplemcntarv  Appropriation  Bill  1903-4,  com. 

(Post  and  Telegraph),  2180 
Supplementary     Appropriation     (Works  and 

Buildings)  Bill,  1903-4,  com.  (Defence),  2183 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  com.  (Treasurer),  3561, 

Si-i  ply  Dill  (No.  3),  com.  (Defence),  4313 


Har]per,  Hon.  R.,  Mernda  : 

Duty  Stamps,  q,,  2886 
Defence  Force  : 
Medals  for  ist  Commonwealth  Contingent, 

S->  SS90 
Patents,  Provisional,  q.,  7411 
Public  Service  :  Increments,  q.,  1784 
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Henderion,  Senator  G.,  Weofern  AuMratia  : 

Address-in-Rcply,  m.,  135 

Chinese  in  Transvaal,  570 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  2B.,  5904; 
cem.  (interpretation),  6346,  6456  ;  (representa- 
tation  of  parties),  64763  (preference),  6545 » 
(rules  of  Court),  6671;  (registration),  6676, 
6696,  6804,  6987;  COBS.  mes.  (preference), 
8070 

Defence  Forces,  q.>  2172 

Iron  Works,  Federal,  m.,  r2g3 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

.Bill,  211.,  8458,  8571      _  ^ 
Ministry  :  (Reid),  Ministerial  Statement, 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.  (local 

option),  7937 
Preferential  Irade,  cbs.,  66 
Privilege,  Freedom  cf  Speech,  wi.,  1118 
Public  Works:    Dnv  Labour,  m.,  2865 
Russian  Attack  on  Untish  Fishing  Fleet,  to., 

6268 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  aB.,  1772 

Trade  Marks  Bill,  earn,  (uaioa  mark),  4"5 

Hitfine,  Hon.  H.  B.,  K.C.,  Xorthtm  Mel- 
bownie  : 
Address-in-Reply, 

Banners,  Consecration  of,  aaj.  (/.".)>  0°'"' 
Budget,  m.,  612a 

Business,  Disorganization  of,  q.,  6S86 

Cable  Board,  Pacific,  q.,  2693 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  aK.,  1027, 
com.  (interpretation),  1224,  1698,  2054,  2057, 
2065,  2069,  2071 ;  (repetition  of  offence),  2214; 
(refusal  to  obey  award),  2215 ;  (organization 
ordering  refusal),  3215,  2216;  (State  au- 
thority may  refer  dispute),  2255;  (on  whom 
award  is  binding),  2341,  2356  j  (awards  to  pre- 
vail over  State  awards},  2357 ;  (award  not  to 
be  challenged),  2361,  2366;  (powers  of 
Court),  2405,  2412,  2449;  (minimum  wage 
and  preference),  2497;  (recovery  of  penal- 
Ues),  3709;  (registration),  3973;  (Judge  not 
bound  to  accept  appointment),  3073;  (trade 
secrets),  3075;  (regulations),  3077;  "-f 
recam.,  4183  j  recem.  (award  not  to  be  chal- 
lenged), 4^25 ;  com.  amdts.  (interpretation), 
7645;  (pre'^fcrence),  {f.o.^  7965),  7970;  (re- 
gistration), [f.o.,  7977}  , 

Electoral  Administration  :  Redistnbution  of 
Seats,  q.,  7114,  7173        ,  „     ,        ^  „ 

English  Mail  Contract,  f.,  6481,  6595,  6qi8 

Federal  Agencies,  State  Taxation  of,  1525, 
2250.  71 I I 

High  Court,  Fees,  q.,  2798 

Imperial  Defence,  8306 

Immigration  Restriction  Act :  Adminibtration, 

q.f  4^19 

India,  Admission  of  Natives  of,  q.,  s$^t  64781 

6563,  8092 
Labour  Caucus,  2798 

Laws,   Commonwealth,   Imperial  Recognition 

of,  q.,  7205 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  2«.,  5778 
Ministry  : 

(Watson),  Ministerial  Statement,  m.,  1347; 

exfl.,  t6i;6 

(Reid),  exfl.,  4401;  Position  of,  m.,  4792; 

exfl.,  4825 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  earn.  (Le- 
gislative Council),  6508;  q.,  7408 


Higgins,  Hon.  H.  B.,  K.C.— €-*«ft'«wA 
Parliament,  Dissolution  of,  7488 
Preferential  Trade,  obs.,  297 
Premiers'  Conference,  f.,  7717 
Producers,  Legislation  for,  q.,  4630 
Prosecutions,  Commonwealth,  f.,  1897 
Public  Service  : 

Deductions  from  salaries,  q.,  2184 

Rights,  Existing  and  Accruing,  q.,  5629 
Sea-Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  aR.,  8t6ii  eim. 

(prohibition  in  bills  of  lading),  S331;  (vi:- 

rauty),  8357 
Supply  : 

Adoption  of  Resolutions  {f.o.»  7440} 
Defence,  6960,  7025 

Hlg^s,  Senator  Hon.  W.  G.,  Queatamd: 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  4987 
Appropriation  Bill,  ik.,  8175 ;  a^,  8194,  8240 
Appropriation  Bill  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bii!, 

m.s.e.,  7475 
Australian  Affairs,  Misstatements  Abroad, 

7473 

Business,  Conduct  of,  adj.»  7804;  order  of, 

TO.,  7893 

Carroll,  Major,  Select  Committee,  m.,  iSr. 

1853,  1856,  2857,  3636,  4580;  ad.  ref.^  678^. 

6803;  q.,  7256,  7890,  8362,  8569;  extl.,y::y, 

Affropriaiion  Bill,  8175 
Chairman   of   Committees,  Appointment 

Chinese  in  Transvaal,  m.,  56S 

Committees,   Select  :   Ballot   for,   f.e.,  1396; 

press  reports,  m.,  1856;  notice  of  at. 

45S0 

Cotton  Industry,  q.,  6c[^ 
Fraudulent   Trade  Marks  Bill,  «■.,  rteem., 
3532 

Germany,  Reprisals  on,  q.,  7255 

Imperial  Conference,  q.,  8230 

Lyne,  Sir  William,  Charges  against  Senator 

Neild    (f.o.,  5449) 
Linotype  Operators,  q.,  7892 
Marshall  Islands,  Jaluit  Company,  aij,  f--'- 

7943,  7943 
Mail  Service,  Ocean,  ».,  oa;.,  8563 
Mail    Subsidy,    Pacific,   Affrofnation  BtU, 

8194,  8240 

Military  Commandant,  Secret  Service  Code, 

m.,  1837;  minute  relating  to,  M.,  4683 
Ministry  :  (Reid),  Formation  ol,  4298 
New  Hebiides: 

Mail  Matter,  1903,  Volume  of,  816S 

Rebates  on  Duties,  m.,  4087 

Settlers  in,  q.,  7S90 

Steam-ship  Communication,  q.,  7160,  7357. 

7473,  7891 ;    Affrofriation  Bill,  8194 
New  Guinea  : 

Aborigines,       653a,  6849 

Communication  with,  7473 

Craig,  Mr.,  Case  of,  at.,  5805,  7669 
Pacific  Cable,  y.,  rios;  mpftyt  4979 
Pacific  Island  Labourers  Act,  Opmtioa  01, 

p4)ua  ^{British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  aft.,  778:: 

com.  (Legislative  Council),  8407 
Parliamentary  Evidence  Bill,  as.,  5800 
Petition,  Irregular,  m.s.a.,  7666 
Privilege,  Freedom  of  Speech,  m.,  1117,  i'^> 

4355.  4356,  5SoS»  >?v  ^736?  ^ .  ^. 
Russian  Attack  on  Bntish  Fishing  Fleet,  «  • 
6359,  6433,  6438 
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HiggB,  Senator  Hon.  W.  G. — temtimutd. 

Rusao-Japanese  War,      3704,  5705;  adj.,  5736 
Sitting  Dayt  Addituntal}  n.,  6326 
Sugar   Industry,  j.,  6975;  70691;  txfl., 

7076 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  is.,  4298 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  iR.,  4979 
Wool,  Greasy,  Export  Tax  on,  f.,  6976 


Hughes,  Hon.  W.  M. — toniinued^ 

'  Personal  Explanation,  o^/.,  ^393 

Postal   Employes,   Letter   Sorters,   g.,   762  j 

overtime,  adj.,  4083 
Preferential  Trade,  »».,  7721 

Stelling  Case,  q.,  3071,  3173 

Trade  and  Customs,  suffly,  6774,  6776 

War-ships,  Coaling  of,  a^/.,  7520 


Holder,  Hon.  Biv  F;  W.,  K.aH.O.,  Wakt- 
field: 

Speaker,  Election  of,  /».,  13 

iSee  Speaker,  Hr.  (Subjooto). 

Hutfhoa,  Hon.  W.  M.,  Wttt  Sydwy: 

Advisory  Board,  London,  339a 

Aramac,  Treatment  of  Passengers  by,g.,  719 

Business,  conduct  of,  A^/.,  3067 

Chinese  in  Transvaal,  m.,  739 

Colonial  Defence  Committee,  communications 

from,  adj.,  3068 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com,  (inter- 
pretation},   1087   (f.e.    ij6&,  1714),  tS04, 
1931,  3ao4,  2305,  33ob,  2208;  (dismissal  of 
'  unionists),  2319;  (constitution  of  Court), 
2330;  (State  authority  may  refer  dispute), 
2268;  (reference  by  organization),  2290,  3395; 
(award  not  to  be  challenged),  3364;  (powers 
of  Court),  2387,  3394,  2414,  3418,  2441,  245s, 
3486,  3487,  (minimum  wage  and  preference), 
3493,  3501,  2700;  (inspection),  2703;  (orders 
to  observe  award),  2715;  (registration),  2819, 
2836;  (adoption  oi  rules  in  compliance  with 
conditions),  3063;  (cancellation  of  registra- 
tion),  3064;  (recovery  of  fines  by  organiza- 
tions),    30154;      (navigation),     3299:  ">., 
recem.,  4317;   eons,  amdts.  (interpretation), 
765"  i  (?•*■).  775* ;  (preference),  7813,  79521 
(registration),  8003 
Customs  Cases,  costs,  g.,  7175 
Immigration,  tuf^y,  aSio 
Immigration  Restriction  Act,  Administration  : 
Instructions  to  Officer  at  Fremantle,  q.,  1535 
Italian    Labour   for  Sugar  Plantations,  q., 

2583,  2584,  2693 
Japanese,  Employment   in   Torres  Straits, 
2312,  3371 

Lascars  of  P.  and  O.  s.s.  Australia,  f.,  2584 
Norwegian  Sailors,  treatment  of,  q.,  1524, 
2313 

Kanakas,  Deportation  of,  q.,  1785,  2538,  3035 
Ministry  : 

(Watson),  Position  of,  m..  Ministerial  State- 
ment, m.,  1378,  1397 

(Reid),  Ministerial  Statement  {f.o.,  4445); 

Position  of,  m.,  4730,  exfL^  4810,  481a, 

4833.  4834.  4959.  5581.  5583 
Navigation  Bill,  Royal  Commission,  m.  f.o.t 

3262,  3263 
New  Hebrides,.;.,  1785 

New  Guinea,  Shooting  of  Natives  of,  1299, 
i395 

Overtime,  Postal  Employes,  adj.^  4083 
Pacific  Cable,  q.,  2693 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  int.,  3173; 
com.  (Legislative  Council),  5703;  (import 
duties),  5703;  (intoxicants),  7538,  7539 

Pearling  Industry  : 
Coloured  Aliens  Employed  in,  3035 
Papusni  Employed  in,      2250,  3246,  3451 


Hutohtoou,  Hr.  J.,  Uindmarsh  : 

Address- in.Reply,  m.,  222 
Appropriation  Bill,  3K.,  8154 
Budget,  m.,  6130 

Business,  Conduct  of,  adj.,  5216,  5286 
Conciliation   and   Arbitration   Bill,  g.,  2247; 

£tim.  (interpretation),  1131,  1720,  2064,  2077; 

(dismissal  of  unionises),  2223;    (on  whom 

award  is  binding),  3331 ;  (minimum  wage  and 

preference),  2650;  (registration),  2992,  3029; 

(navigation),     3304 ;      (compromise),    3387 ; 

recom.,   4069;    cons,   amdti.  (preference), 

7833;   (registration),  8005 
Defence  Force,  ntffly,  7029 

Commissions  in  SouUi  Australian  Forces,  a., 
»397 

Medical  School  of  Instruction,  q.,  587,  760 
Military  Commandants,  m.,  1634 
Mimtmum  wage.  Clothing  Contracts,  656*. 

6889  * 
Naval  Training,  5852 
Rifle  Clubs,  Railway  Passes,  m.,  edj.i  7216 
Rowell,  CoL,  Proposed  appointment  as  Com- 
mandant of  South  Australia,      5738  j  sut^ 

^  th>  5971 

Staff  Allowances,  g.,  2019,  2106 
Electoral  Administration  : 

Ballot-papers,  marking  of,  q.,  758 

Elections,  Conduct  of,  in.,  1307 
Expenditure,  Federal,  in  South  Australia,  q., 

3394 

Federal  Agencies,  State  Taxation  of,  m.,  6842 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  3R.,  5607  '  ' 

Life  Assurance  Companies  Bill,  an.,  7132  j 
com.  (limitation  of  sum  assured),  7135  (sche- 
dule), 8331 
Mail  Contracts,  Sub-letting  of,  adj.,  2525 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  2B.,  8205; 

com.  (short  title),  8334;  f.e.,  8225 
Ministry  ; 

(Watson),  Ministerial  Statement,  1436 
(Reid),  Position  of,  m.   {f.o.,  5205),  5431 
Navigation  Bill  Commission,  m.,  3274,  3460 
Orient  Steamers  at  Adelaide,  g.,  -619 
Papua     (British     New     Guinea)     Bill,  eom. 
(Legislative    Council),    6514;  {intoxicants}, 
7543;   ""-r-  amdts.  (intoxicants),  86x1,  86r3 
Prefercnlial  Trade,  q.,  6698 

Public  Service  : 

Classification,  q.,  2657;  suf-fiy,  3290 

Increments,  q.,  2018 

Military  Titles,  Use  of,  adj.,  3118 
Sea  Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  22.,  8319;  com. 

(warranty),  8328,  8355;  (prohibition  in  bills 

of  ladmg),  8355 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  g.,  3069;  (seat  of 

government),  3799,  3947,  3987 
Spirits,  Imported,  Bottling  of,  q.,  4140,  8590 
Sunday  Work,  Customs  Department,  q.,  7946, 

7947 
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Hutchison,  Mr.  J. — continued. 

Supply  : 
Uefence,  7029 

Home  Affairs,  6433,  6438^  6623,  6636,  6642 
Postmaster-Geoeral,  7044,  7151,  7233,  7250 

Public  Works,  7235 

Trade  and  Customs,  6712,  6717,  6747,  6762, 
6767,  6781,  678a 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  inl.,  5971 
Supply,  Restoration  of  Committee,  m.,  6572 
Tariff  Commission,  y.,  8093;  obi.,  8154 

laaacB,  Hon.  I.  A.,  K..0.,  Ittdi  : 

Acts  Interpretation  Bill,  eont.  (aiding  or  abet- 
ting deemed  an  offence),  1038 

Agriculture,  Federal  Department  of,  m.,  3053 

Appropriation  Bill,  3K.,  8147,  8155 

Argut  Attacks,        ad;.,  6088,  6098 

Budget,  «.,  5973,  6to8 

Business,  Order  of,  adj.,  5578 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (inter- 
pretation), iioo,  2053,  2059,  2213;  (on  whom 
award  is  binding),  2346;  (awards  to  pre- 
vail over  State  awards),  2357;  (award  not 
to  be  challenged),  2360,  3365;  (powers  of 
Court),  2415,  2458,  2464;  (minimum  wage  and 
preference),  2641,  2^9;  (process  against  pro- 
perty of  organisation),  2710 ;  {orders  to 
observe  award),  2712,  2717,  3720  j  (contraven- 
tion of  Part  H. — non-compliance  with  award), 
2722  ;  (registration),  2951 ;  (cancellation  of  re- 
gistration), 3064 ;  (organization,  by  whom 
represented),  3079;  (compromise),  3388; 
(limitation  of  Act),  3391.;  recem.,  4190; 
cons,  amdts.  (registration)  {f.o.,  7985,  7986 

799O.  7995 

Defence  Force  : 
Rifle  Clubs,  Railway  Passes,  m.,  adj.,  7216 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  int.,  4568 

Ministry  :    (Reid),  Ministerial  Statement, 
4453;   Position  of,  m.  {exfl.,  S°97)*  S450 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.  (intoxi- 
cants), 7349,  7350;  cons,  amdls.  (intoxicants), 
8610,  8613,  8614,  8616 

Preferential  Trade,  06s.,  4460,  5471 ;  8549 

Riverina  and  Melbourne  Elections,  adj.,  8357 

Sea  Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  com.  (warranty), 
8^56 ;  eons,  amdls.  (warranty),  8^54 

Sca't  of  Government  Bill,  com.,  (seat  of  go- 
vernment), 3950;   (Federal  territory),  3974* 

3985.  3986 
Supply  : 

Postmaster-General,  7159  „ 
Tariff  Commission,  q.,  5630,  yiiy^  7522,  8617; 

P*J.,  5466,  5578;  supply,  597a,  6108:  ways 

and  means,  744a.  7443.  744°;  7*''9. 

8147;         5466,  5972,  6ro8 
Temporary  Standing  Orders,  m.,  8599 
Trade  MarW  Bill,  adj.,  8229 

Johnson,  Mr.  V.  B..  Lang  : 

Addrcss-in-Reply,  m.,  194 

Bisley,  Rifle  Team,  q.,  49'>  "84 

Business,  Order  of,  adj.,  5581 

Chinese  in  Transvaal,  728 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com  (inter- 
pretation), 1172,  2034,  2064,  2066,  2196,  3204; 
(dismissal  of  unionists),  2223;  (constitution  oF 
Court),  2235:  (State  Court  to  cease  dealing 
with  dispute),  2274;  (powers  of  Court),  2392, 


Johnson,  Ur.  W.  E. — continued. 

340^  24ri,  2487;  (minimum  wage  and  pr» 
ference),  2497,  2^47 ;  (inspection),  2704,  270^ 
2707 ;  (registration),  2482 ;  (exfl.,  291a ; 
(navigation),  3195;  (compromise),  3387; 
recom.,  4163  {exfl.t  4330) ;  cons.  amda. 
(interpretation),  7750^  (preference),  78^2, 
7952,  7961 

Defence  Bill,  1904,  com.  (amendment  of  dff- 

nition),  7501 ;  (intoxicants)^,  7507 
Defence  Force,  suffly,  6909 

Report  of  G.O.C-,  f-.  2898 

Railway   Rifle  Corps,  6833 
Elections,  Conduct  of,  m.,  lyM 
Electoral  Administration  : 

General  Motion,  1313 

Registrars,  Remuneration  of,         1123,  6198 
Immigration,  suffly,  3598 
Isaacs,  Mr.,  Argus  Attacks  on,  M.,  adj.t  6091; 

iexfl.,  6256) 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Snmj 

Bill,  int.,  4658;  2R.,  S598 
Manufactures   Encouragement   Bill,  31,  5764; 

com.  (short  title),  8222,  8224 
Ministry  : 

(Watson).  Ministerial  Statement,  M.,  1533; 

Position  of  \f.B.,  4145) 
(Reid),  Position  of,  47^>  47^0  4W5» 

Navigation  Bill  Commission,      2466;  m.,  3273 
New  Guinea,  Shooting  of  Natives  of,  q.,  1299 
New  Hebrides,  q.,  3672;   w.,  3681 
Opium,  Importation  of,  f.,  761,  1299,  2370 
Outtrim,  Lt.-Col.,  Case  of,  q.,  1395 
Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  cam.  (Le- 
gislative Council),  6512  J  (intoxicanu), 
7343,  7547;  eons,  amdts.  (intoxicants),  8605 
Patents  Act : 
New  South  Wales  Register,  q.,  3397 
Operation  of,  q.,  1122 
Personal  Explanation,  adj.,  1395 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department,  suffly,  7182 
Correspondence,  q.,  717s 
letter  Sorters,  overtime,  q.,  3247 
Telephone  Extension^  q.f  1299,  2312;  tmffly, 

4929  .  ^ 

Telephone  Regulations,  m.,  5861 

Tenders,  m.,  5747 
Preferential  Trade,  obs.,  195;  8551 
Public  Service  : 

Classification,  f.,  2691,  269a;  supfly,  3275; 
{exfi.,  3285) 
Queen  Helena,  Case  of  the,  f-,  7407 
Seat   of  Government  Bill,  •  2B.,  3443: 

(method  of  selection),  3316 ;  (seat  of  goten- 

ment),  3795 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  !«/.,  49>9 
Supply  : 

Defence,  6906  {f.a.  6909!,  6909 

External  Affairs,  6300 

Postmaster -General,  7182 

Trade  and  Customs,  6767 

Supply,  Restoration  of  Committee,  f>57> 
Tobacco,  Government  Manufacture  and  mw 

of,  m.,  7419 

Keating,  Senator  Hon.  J.  H.,  Tasmamia  : 

Appropriaton  Bill,  cam.  (Home  Affairs),  83«s 

8104 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  380 
Bisley,  Rifle  Team,  1255 
Carroll,  Major,  case  of,  m.,  1S48 
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eating.  Senator  Hon.  J,  H. — eontittued. 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (inter- 
pretation), 6346,  6j74;  (representation  of 
parties),  6475 

Eastern  Extension  Telegraph  Company,  q., 
353;  '«ft^y,  2181;  m.,  3153 

Fraudulent  Trade  Marks  Bill,  2K.,  2759;  torn. 
(selling  with  false  marks),  3776;  (prohibi- 
tion of  importation),  2785,  2795 ;  (powers  of 
minor  Court),  2874,  21176,  2877 ;  recom., 
3881 ;  (prohibition  of  exportation))  3535 

Inter-State  Certificates,  q.^  1105 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  2B.,  8463 

Mails  : 

New  Zealand,  g.,  940 

Ocean  Service,  m.,  adj.t  8565 

Tasmania,  1256 

Meteorological  Department,  g.,  3634 

Nautical  Surveys,  suffly,  2170 

Navigation  Bill,  2a.,  974 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.  (local 

option),  S023 
Postage  Stamps,  Design  for,  940 
Preferential  Trade,  ebs.,  39a 
Public  Service  : 

Classification,  suf-fiy^  35^;  f.,  3634 
Rent,  Commonwealtii  Fiemises,  m.,  942 
Refunds  of  Revenue,  sufflyt  6043 
Sea  Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  aK.,  7301,  com. 

(commencement),  7404 
Scat  of  Government  Bill,  2».,  f.o.,  1520;  eom. 

(seat  of  government),  1877,  1880,  1891 ;  cons. 

amdts.  (l-'eder^l  territory),  4026 
Supplementary    Appropriation    Bill,    kjoj-^  , 

com.  (Home  Affairs),  2176,  217S,  2179,  2181 
Supplementary    Appropriation    (Works  and 

Buildings)     Bill,    1903-4,    com.  (Defence), 

21S2,  2183 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  co-n.  (Postmaster-Gene- 
ral), 3556 

Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  com.  (schedule),  6043 
Trade  Marks  Bill,  com.  (definitions),  3551, 
3567,  3658;  (registration — State  Acts),  3990, 
3992;  (essential  particulars),  ^995,  4000; 
(identical  marks),  4002;  (associated  mark), 
4003;  (appeal),  4005;  (date  of  registration), 
4008;  (lenewal),  4008;  (trade  unwn  mark), 
[f.o.,  4120),  4128 


Kelly,  Hr.  V.  H.,  Wtnttrorth: 

Address-in  Reply,  m.,  304 

Business,  Order  of,  m.,  6842 

Chinese  in  Transvaal,  m.,  795 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  2R.,  915 ; 
com.  (interpretation),  1714,  1732,  1808,  2199, 
23II ;  [dismissal  of  unionists),  22r9,  2220 ; 
(President),  2235 ;  (duty  of  President), 
3138;  (reference  bv  organization),  2384; 
(form  of  award),  2318;  (on  whom  award  is 
binding),  233S;  (award  not  to  be  challenged), 
3359;  (powers  of  Court),  239r,  2410,  2439, 
3460 ;  (minimum  wage  and  preference), 
24Q0,  3515,  2649 ;  (contravention  of  Part 
II. — non-compliance  with  award),  2722 ; 
(registration),  3746,  2801 ;  (trade  secrets), 
3074;  (contents  of  books  not  to  be  disclosed), 
3076;  Ttcom.y  4053;  («<«;.,  4»Q6);  \f.o., 
4230) ;  cons,  amdts.  (preference),  7855  ;  {f.o.^ 
7967,  796S) ;  (registration),  8001 ;  ad.  ref., 
8013 

Debate,  Limitation  of,  m.,  7433 


Kelly,  Mr.  W.  H.— continued. 

Defence  Bill  1904,  com.  (intoxicants),  7507 
Defence  Force,  suffly,  6899 
Barracks,  Site  for,  Sydney,  q,  7521 
Military  Commandants,  Travelling  Expenses, 
1030 

Payments  on  behalf  of  Imperial  Govern* 

ment,  667 

Representative  v.-'ixh.  Japanese  Forces,  989 
Victoria  Barracks,  Sydney,  3469 
Electoral  Administration    m.,  1319 
Federal  Agencies,  State  Taxation  of,  7732} 

f  o->  7747 
Italian  Immigraticm,  tuffly,  2594 
Leneban,  Major,  case  of,  supply,  3593 
Life  Assurance  Companies  Bill,  com.  (limita- 
tion of  sum  assured),  8333;  (penalties),  8333 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  2R.,  5595,  com.  (power  to  make  survey) 
7559.  7568 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  2K.,  5774 
Meat,  Australian  Frozen,  3754 
Ministerial  Supporters,  Pledges  to,  q.,  1350, 

Ministry  ; 

(Watson),  Ministerial  Statement,  m.,  1526 ; 

Position  of,  (^.0.,  4147) 
(Reid),  Position  of,  m.,  {p.o.,  5352,  5378); 

„  5558 

Ocean  Freights,  q.,  7303 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.  (Le- 
gislative Council),  6506;  (intoxicants),  7331; 
[prohibition  to  natives),  7557 
Preferential  Trade,  obs.,  307;  8543 
Printing  for  Public  Departments,  g.,  7218 
Registration  of  Births  and  Deaths,  q.,  8io> 
880 

Sea-Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  3it.,  8313,  com. 

(prohibition  in  bills  of  lading),  8321 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  odi.,   2307;  com. 

(seat  of  government),  3842,  3949 
Steamer    Subsidy,    Western  Australian, 

3672,  3934 
Supply  : 

Defence,  6899 

External  Affairs,  6305 

Trade  and  Customs,  6717,  6762  (p.o.,  6763, 
6768) 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  com.  (schedule),  3593 
Supply,  Restoration  of  Committee,  m.,  6575 
'   Tmocco,  Governmrat  Manufacture  and  Sale  of, 

5859;  «^;'»  8239 
Ways  and  Means,  m.,  7459 

Kennedy,  Hon.  T.,  Jfoiro  .- 

Address- in -Reply,  m.,  337 

Agriculture,  Federal  Department  of,  m.,  3056 

Business,  Conduct  of,  adj.,  3065,  5315,  5579, 
5896;  expl.,  5937;  m.,  7725 

Butter,  Exportation  of,  g.,  3368 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (inter- 
pretation), 1 195,  1826,  1940,  2067 ;  (dismis- 
sal of  unionists],  2221  ;  (powers  of  Cooit), 
3399,  3440 ;  (minimum  wage  and  prefer* 
ence) ,  3636 ;  (registration),  2996 ;  (adoption 
of  rules  in  compliance  with  conditions), 
3061;  iH.,  recom.,  416S;  expl.,  4170;  f.o., 
4248 ;  cons,  amdts  (interpretation),  7752 ; 
(registration),  8007 

Electoral  Administration : 
Elections,  Conduct  of,  n.,  1306 
General  Motion,  1320 
Operation  of  Act,  q.,  938 


Digftjzed  by  Google 


XX 


IndiBx  to  Speedkes. 


Kennedyi  Hon.  T. — <ontinued. 

Immigratioa,  stifflyf  3594 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  int.,  2239,  2243,    45&,  4632; 

(power  to  make  survey),  7569 
Ministry  :  (Reid),  Formation  o^^  suf-fiy,  4277; 

Position  of,  5334 
Papua    (British    New    Guinea)    Bill,  com, 

(Executive     Council),     4678  j  (Legislative 

Council),  4680;  (intoxicants),  7330,  7553 
Patent  Office  Appointmeots,  491 
Pieferential  Trade,  oht.t  337 
Public  Service  : 

Customs  Officers,  Retirement  of,  «2ji 

Increments,  suffly^  2159 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  com.   (seat  of  go- 
vernment), 3834,  3874 
Supply  : 

Home  Affairs,  6603 

Postmaster-General,  ai6o,  7245 

Trade  and  Customs,  6718 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  sr.,  4277 
Tariff  Commission,  obt.^  5^40i  74^3 
Ways  and  Means,  m.,  7463 


KiBgfttoB,  Rt.  Hon.  G.      P.O^  K.a,  Savth 

Addreu-in-RepIy,  457 
Chinese  in  Transvaal,  m.,  734 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  in'.*  14 
Pieferential  Trade,  ohi.,  473 


Knox,  Hon.  W.,  Kooyong  : 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  619 

Appropriation  Bill,  2R.,  8122;  3K.,  8124 

Budget,  m.,  6227 

Business,  Conduct  of,  odj.,  3068 

Business,  Order  of,  m.,  6842 

Cadet  Forces,  g.,  7839 

Chinese  in  Transvaal,  m.,  751 

Coinage,  Commonwealth,  m.,  2380 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  2R,  1025 ; 
tcm.  (interpretation),  1198,  1816,  20161 
3020 ;  (decision  according  to  equity  and 
good  conscience),  2316;  (on  whom  award  is 
binding),  3328;  (powers  of  Court),  2391, 
3410,  2415,  3447,  2479,  2484 ;  (minimum 
wage  and  preference),  a666;  (orders  to  ob- 
serve award),  2712 ;  (registration),  2828 ; 
(organization  by  whom  represented),  3093 ; 
(navigation),  3218;  (limitation  of  Act),  3388, 
33S9,  3991 ;  cons,  amdts.  (registration),  8010 

Council  of  Finance,  m.,  6481 

Customs  Administration  ; 
Advertising  Matter,  Duty  on,  q.,  7174 

Electoral  Administration,  m.,  1325 
Elections,  Conduct  of,  m.,  1306 
Electoral  Rolls,  Condition  of,  q.,  5849 

Employment,  Want  of,  adj.,  333S 

Labour  Par^>  Loyalty  of,  3735 

Letter-Box  Clearances,  q.,  5938,  7175 

Mail  Contracts,  Oversea,  adj.,  1188,-  7533, 
8591 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  2B.,  5946 
Ministry  (Reid),  Position  of,  m.,  5315 
Navigation  Bill,  Commission,        2467;  suf- 

fly,  2591 ;  m.,  3268 
Pacific  Cable  Agreement,  q.,  1184 
Papers,  Printing  of,  q.,  6480;  exfl.,  7175 
Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.t  eons. 

amdts.  (intoxicants),  8606,  8612 


Knox,  Hon.  W. — tontinued. 

Preferential  Trade,  obs.»  620 
Price,  Col.,  oht.,  8124 
Public  Service,  Classification,  f.,  2657; 
2691 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  com,  (method  tf 
selection),  3495,  3613;  (seat  of  govemmcK), 

3920 

Sea  Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  2R.,  8160;  cev. 

(application),  8330;  (warranty),  8330,  833; 

eons,  amdit,  (warranty),  8554 
Supply  : 

Defence,  6946 

Postmaster-General,  7043 
Telephone  Transmitters,  Disinfection  of,  f., 

1184 

Tobacco  Refuse,  Disposal  of,  2371 
Ventilation  of  Chamber,  adj.t  3670 

Im,  Mr.  H.  W.,  Cawptr: 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  453 

Agriculture,  Federal  Department  of,  m.,  6499 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  eowt.  (intei- 

pretation),  1178,  i8t8,  2002 
Ministry  (Reid),  Position  of,  m.,  4900 
Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  eom.  (intoii- 

cants),  7353,  7539,  7554 ;  cons,  amdts.  (intmi. 

cants),  8601 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department,  suffty,  7065; 

Promotions,  q.,  2585 
Preferential  Trade,  obs.,  453 
Tariff  Commission,  4903 
Trade  and  Customs,  mffty,  6701,  6736 
Unwin,  Mr.,  Appointment  of,  7173 

Idddell,  Mr.  HwUer: 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  449 

Coinage,  Commonwealth,  m.,  3381 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (in- 
terpretation), i8io,  2039 

Electoral  Administration,  adj.,  12SS 

Flannelette,  use  of,  q.,  7948 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Saivey 
Bill,  ini.t  4650 

Life  Assurance  Companies  Bill,  sr.,  7129; 
com.  (limitation  of  sum  assured),  7137; 
(schedule),  8331 

Ministry  (Reid),  Position  of,  m.,  4947 

Preferential  Trade,  obs.,  449 

Seal  of  Govenunent  Bill,  com,  (seat  of  go- 
vernment}, 3924 

Supply  : 
Defence,  6968 
Postmaster-General,  7045 

Ventilation  of  Chamber,  adj.t  3665,  3671; 
4520 

IionBdala,  Hr.  NtwEn^and: 
Address-in-Replv,  m,,  442 
Agriculture,  F  ederal  Department  of,  n.,  6496 

Chinese  in  Transvaal,  733 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (bln- 
pretation),  ri26,  1813,  1824,  1834,  2011, 
3054,  ao6o,  3065,  2195 ;  (organiutioa 
ordering  refusal),  2215,  2317 ;  (dismissal  of 
unionists),  2218,  aaao;  (ccmstitutitm  o\ 
Court),  2232;  (reference  by  organization;, 
229S;  ton  whom  award*  is  bindmg),  233i; 
(awards  to  prevail  over  State  awards),  2357, 
3358;  (award  not  to  be  challenged),  2359; 
[power  to  appoint  assesiOTS),  2367;  (powen 
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Lonsdale,  Mr.  'E.—cvHtiinud. 

of  Court),  2392,  2402,  afdo,  2487,  2488,  3489; 

[minimum  wage  and  preference),  2518,  2581 ; 

2701,  270a;  (registration),  2745,  2906;  (trade 

secrets),  3076;  (disputes  of  which  Court  has 

cognisance),  3077;   (organiiation  by  whom 

represented),  3087;  (compromise),  3387; 

reeom.,  408a 
Customs  Revenue,  f.,  3395 
Denton  Hat  Mills,  adj-^  5°^ 
Employment,  Want  of,  adj.,  3344 
Italiaa  ImmigranU,  suffly,  2593 
Kalgoorlic  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey 

Bill,  int.,  4662  2B..  5593  i  com.  (reserration 

of  land),  7571 
Life  Assurance  Companies  Bill,  at,  7133! 

com,  (sum  assured),  7137 
Manufactures  Encouragemeat  Bill,  as.,  57°S» 

£om.  (short  title).  821S,  8220,  8331,  8224 
Military  Titles,  adj.,  2114 
Ministry  : 

(Watson),  Ministerial  Statement,  m.,  142O 
(Reid),  Position  of,  m.   4819,  4826 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.  (Le- 
gislative Council),  6508  (intoxicants),  7330; 
cons,  amdts.  (intoxicants),  8605 

Preferential  Trade,  obs.,  443  J         8507  , 

Public  Service : 

Classification,  q.»  2658,  5591 
Temporary  Officers,  Customs  Department,  f ., 
5591 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  adj.^  2309;  com. 

(seat  of  government),  3607,  3717 
Supply  : 

Defence,  6897,  6971,  7021,  7022 

Home  Affairs,  6409,  6430,  6594 

Postmaster-General,  2162,  7041,  7241,  72S3 

Trade  and  Customs,  6739 
Tariff  Commission,  4831 

Tobacco,  Government  Manufacture  and  Sale  of, 

M.,  7413 

Ventilation  of  Chamber,  adj.^  3668 

Kiyna,  Hon.  Sir  W.  J..  K.G.M.O.,  Hmtu : 
Address-tn-Reply,  «..  525 

Agriculture,  iedcral  Department  of,  6500 
Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill,  cent. 

(issue  and  application),  7467 
B<mQS  Commission.  Report  of,  171 
Brewers*  Licences,  supfiy,  4920 
Budget,  m.    ip.o.,  6016),  6018 
Business,  Conduct  of,  adj.,  5901 
Business,  order  of,  adj.,  3895,  6032;  7719* 

q.,  8090,  8091 
Cable,  Pacific,  q.,  2693 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (inter- 
preUtion),  1230  ( f.e.,  1715,  1716),  1719,  1924. 
3187;  (powers  of  Court),  3448;  (minimum 
wage  and  preference),  3647;  (registifl^on), 
{f.o.,  3991);  «.  4>74! 
(preference),  7874;  (registration),  7999;  ad- 
option of  reasons),  8016 

Copeland,  Mr.,  Death  of,  obs.,  3653 

Customs  Administration  : 

British  Imports,  Duty  on,  q.,  666,  759 
Broome,  Customs  Officers  at,  q.,  587 
Landing  Waiters,  Salaries  of,  q.,  809 
Prosecutions,  g-,  759 
Ships*  Stores,  Customs  Duties  on,  f.,  403 
Sandford.  Mr.,  Duty  on  steel  rails  charged 
to,  suffly,  49«>J  f-»  5590.  7"S»  7489 

Defence  Bill,  1904,  3B.,  7491 


yne,  Hon.  Sir  W.  J.,  Tii.C.U..G.— continued. 

Electoral  Adoiinistration  : 
Compilation  of  Rolls,  m.  adj.,  7319 
Provisional  Lists,  q.,  7114 
Revision  Courts,  q.,  7173 
Riveriaa  and  Melbourne  Elections,  adj.,  8357 
Select  Committee,  Report  of  Evidence,  m., 
1524 

Employment,  Want  of,  adj.,  3346 
Federal  Capital  Sites,  q.,  2369;  adj.,  3464 
Inter-State  Commission,  q.,  5846 
Iron  : 

Bounties  for  Production  of,  q.,  388 
State  Development  of  Industry,  q.,  2371, 
3072 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey 

Bill,  2H.,  5613 
Lenehan,  Major,  Case  of,  suffly,  3577 
LocomotiTe  Tenders,  q.,  7944 

Mails : 

Contracts,  Subletting  of,  adj.,  3535 
King  Island,  m.,  1626 
VancouTcr,  q.,  3753,  3812 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  ix.,  762; 
aa.,  810,  8215;  q.,  3017,  3328,  6698,  7409. 
7716,  7945,  8091,  8315;  adj.,  3526,  5586;  «., 
7719;  com.  (short  title),  8334;  (commence- 
ment), 8225 

Ministry  : 

(Watson),  Position  of  (#.(»■.  4150) 
(Reid),  Formation  of,  suf^y,  4281 ;  Minis- 
terial Statement,  m.,  4S07J  {exfl.,  451S) ; 
Position  of  {exfl.,  4972,  5045.  5050,  5383), 
4989;  f.o.,  5044,  5047 

Murray  River,  Navigation  of,  q.,  ayji 

Patents  Act  :  Administiation,  q.,  290,  989,  1122 

Pilotage,  Victorian,  q.,  171,  289 

Preferential  Railway  Rates,  q.,  2658,  5846 

Preferential  Trade,  obs.,  533,  4995;  suffly, 
6577.  7*38:  7409.  77»6»  8090;  7719, 
8rio  (f.o.,  8110),  8351,  8486 

Public  Service  : 
Classification,  2136;  suffly,  1291 
Military  Titles,  Use  of,  suffly,  2137 

Public  Works :  Delayed  Payments,  suffly, 
4918 

Rabbit  Destruction,  q.,  4403  j  suf^y,  4921 
Sea-Cairiage  of  Goods  Bill,  2R.,  83171  com. 

(warranty),  8327 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  adj.,  2307:  3070, 

3071,  3330;  cffm.  (method  of  selection),  3490, 

3507;   (seat  of  government)),  3628;  (exfl., 

3698),  3719,  3720;  (f.o.,  3722),  3752,  3784; 

{exfl.,  3874,  3931),  3935;  3941.  3950 
Spirit  Trade,  Inter-State,  q.,  3292 
Supply  :  (/.*.),  2132 

Postmaster-Geoeral,  7058,  7177 

Home  Affairs,  2136,  2138,  6598,  6604,  6607, 
6616 

Supply,  Adoption  of  Resolutions,  m.,  7438, 
7439;  f.o.,  7440,  7441 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  com.  (schednle),  3577 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  2R.,  4281 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  in/..  4918 

Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  int.,  5971 

Supply,  Restoration  of  Committee,  nr.,  6577 

Tariff  Commission,  obt.,  4995,  6018,  6577;  q., 
7409;  obs.,  7441,  7443 

Telephonic  Communication,  suffly,  4919 

Tobacco  Monopoly,  Committee,  Refusal  of  Wit- 
ness to  give  Evidence,  q.,  6564 

Victorian  Penny  Postage,  Effects  of,  suffly, 
49»9 
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Haofwlana,  Banator  Hon.  J.,  Tasmania: 

Business  of  Senate,  ad;.,  5733 
Customs  Duties,  Tasmania,  g.,  332,  543 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  aK.,  5903; 
com.  (interpretation),  6334;  (piefereoce),  ^38, 

^6558 

Fraudulent  Trade  Marks  Bill,  ad.  ref.  p.o., 
316s;  recom.  (parts),  3533;  (remission  of 
forfeiture),  3534 

Meteorology,  j,,  7892 
Navigation  Bill,  aK.,  973 
New  Hebrides:  Rebates  on  Duties,  m,,  4087 
r.ipers,    Printing   of,    q.,    1836,    1952,  ao8i, 
2172 

Queensland  Customs  Revenue,  j,,  5795 
Sea-Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  3H.,  7575 
Scat  of  Government  Bill,  com.  (seat  of  go- 
vernment),  1864;  recons.    (seat  of  govern- 
ment), 19S1 

Supplementary     Appropriation     Bill  1903-4, 
com.  (Home  Affairs),  2176;  (Defence),  2180 
Wharfage  Rates,  Preferential,  j.,  543 


Hahon,  Hon.  H.,  Cooigardie: 

Appropriation  Bill,  2H.,  8114;  3R.,  8132 
Assurance  Department,  Commonwealtli,  fff.,999 
Cables,  Revenue  from,  f.,  2312,  2585,  3694, 

2885,  3 1 71 

Clock,  Boulder  City  Post  Office,  y.,  3754 

D'Abruzzi,  Due,  Entertainment  of,  q.,  6595, 
6698 

De^^y  P.Ms.G.,  Annual  Reports  of,  q.,  2539, 

Duty  Stamps,  Sale  of,  q.,  2018,  2886,  3570, 
357*.  3665 

Glebe  Lighting  Case,  adj.,  332S 

Kalgoorlie  to  Fort  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,         4640;  adj.,  4693 

Mails  : 
Boulder  City,  q.,  3877 
Buraie,  q.,  17S5 
King  Island,  m.,  1625;  q.,  3754 
Late  Fee  Letter  Boxes,  adj.,  3328 
Letter-Box  Clearances,  q.,  6297,  6481 
Letter  Deliveries,  Sydney,  q.,  2695,  2800 
Oversea,  adj.,  1288;       1524,  2017,  2885 
Subletting  of   Contracts,  2312,  2584, 

"885  J  adj.,  3530 
Tenders  for,  q.,  367a 
Vancouver,  q.,  3754,  3812 
Victorian,  q.,  r6o5,  2106 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  2R.,  5962 

Medicine  Chests,  Port  Darwin  Line,  q.,  3877, 
3933 

Ministry  :    (Rcid),    Position    of,  5140; 

[exfl,  5216) 
Money  Orders,  Intcr-State,  q.,  2539,  3397 
"Other"  Expenditure,  q.,  6207 
Outtrim,  Lt.-Col.,  Case  of,  adj.,  13S8;  q., 

»395;  »396.  1605 
Parliamentary  Privileges  Committee,  83a 

Penny  Postage  : 

Imperial,  q.,  ram,  1351 

Victorian,  q.,  2096 
Pneumatic  Tube,  Postal,  q.,  2800 
Political  Conditions,  Criticism  of  Australian, 
5969 


Mohon,  Hon.  K.-— continued. 

Post  and  Telegraph  OfBcials : 
Acting  as  Registrars,  q.,  3073,  3395,  345, 
Debts  Due  to,  q.,  3753 
Debts  Owing  by,  q.,  3753 
Discrepancies  in  cash  of,  q.,  2695 
Inspectors,  q.,  2959 
Letter  Carriers,  Victorian,  q.,  3812 
Letter  Sorters,  0.,  1897,  aoiS,  3248,  3331 
Lmemen,  q.,  7115 
Overtime  of,  q.,  4139 
Railway  Station-masters  :  Acting  as,  0.,  31-3, 
^  3247 

Sunday  Work  of,  q.,  3331 
Treatment  of,  S.A.,  q..  2898,  3247 
lelegrapli  Construction  Overseers,  f., 

Woodrow,  Mr.,  Case  of,  q.,  7111 
Privilege,  Order  of  Business,  eis..  665 
Public  Service  : 

Annual  Leave,  q.,  756 

Classification,  supply,  4924 

Increments,  q.,  2019 

Long  Service  Leave,  q.,  a^i,  2799 

PuM^^'^ork"!"'  ^"  "'^ 

Port  Pirie  Post-office,  q.,  3471 

Railway  Passes,  Members',  adj.,  169 

Speaker ;  '  ' 

Election  of,  m.,  11 
Position  of,  «.,  686,  695 

Standing  Orders,  q.,  403 

Supply  ; 
Defence  {f.o.,  6908),  7023 
External  Affairs.  6251,  6253,  6312,  6324 
Home  Affairs,  6427,  6601,  662r,  6623.  6616. 
6632,  6647 

rostraaster-General,  2163,  7035,  7056,  7184 
Trade  and  Customs,  6743.  6753.  6757,  ^ii. 

ifc?! 

Insulators,  Tenders  for,  q.,  317a 
rarcoola  Extension,  q.,  1351,  aoi8 

Telephones  : 
Melbourne— Bendigo  Service,  f.,  23611 
Ijydney  Suburban  Extension,  q.,  1200,  2111 

Tenders,  Post  and    Telegraph  Depirtmeat, 
txfl.,  4823;  «.,  adjt.,  573^;  supply,  6213 

Treasurers'  Conference,  q.,  zi^ 

Maloney.  Mr.  W.  R.  N.,  Mdhmmu  : 

Appropriation  Bill,  3R.,  8137 

Business,  Order  of,  m.,  8019 

Coal  Resources,  Protection  of,  supply,  4031 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com  (inter- 

pretatioo),  1094,  2r87j  recom.,  41*^;  ««. 

amdts.,   7536   (interpretation),    7756:  (pre* 
^rence),  7962;  (registration).  Son 
Defence  Bill  1904,  com.  (short  title),  rsoi 
Defence  Force  : 

Military    Commandants,    Travelling  Allow- 
ances, m.,  1628,  1635 
Electoral  Administration,  i-ti-t-  m  adi, 

731s 

Elections.  Conduct  of,  1307 
Electoral    Rolls,   Additions   to,   q.,  4166; 
supply,  4931 

Employment,  Want  of,  adj.,  3526 

Federal  Agencies,  State  Taxation  of,  6;g6 

Government  Printing  Office,  Overtime,  satply, 
4931 
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Haloney,  Mr.  W.  R.  continued. 

Kalgoorlie  to  Pott  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  adj.t  4689,  3R.,  5611 
Letter-Box  ClearancM,  q.,  6098 
Life  Assurance  Companies  Bill,  2R.,  7133 
Manufactures     Encouragement     Bill>  com. 

(short  title),  8ai8 
Ministry  : 

(Watson),  Ministerial  Statement,  157a 

(Reid),  Position  of,  m.,  $oao 
Papua  {British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.,  (Le- 
gislative Council),  6517;  (intoxicants),  7351 
Police,  overtime,  y.,  8017 
Postcards,  Pictorial,  q.,  7618 
Post  Offices,  Contract,  m.,  4403;  supply,  4931 
Preferential  Trade,  cbs.,  8019;  m.,  8545 
Private  Members'  Business,  q.,  8593 
Referendum,  Cost  of,  8200 
Rheostats,  Electric.  Duty  on,  q.,  6919 
Supply  : 

Defence,  6913 

External  Affairs,  6318 

Home  Affairs,  6638,  6645 

Postmaster-General,  7159,  7193 

Trade  and  Customs,  6706 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  493»  ,  „ 

Supply,  Restoration  of  Committee,  m.,  0478, 

6573 

Tariff  Commission,  obs.,  5038,  7457 
Telephonic  Communication,  Charges  for,  suf- 
fly,  4931 

Temporary  Standing  Orders,  m.,  8594 


HathaMtn,  Senator  Hon.  JL.  P..  Wtittrn 
AnstreUia: 

Appropriation  Bill,  IB.,  8i8a;  com.  (External 
Affairs),  8266,  8284 

Business  of  Senate,  adj.,  5734 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  aR.,  5909; 
£pm.  {registration),  6806,  6855,  6990,  700a, 
3R.,  7275;  mes.  {registration),  8083 

Customs  Administration  : 
Japanese  Goods,  Seizure  of,  q.,  7364 

Defence  Bill  1904,  at,  7701  j  eom.  {substitu- 
tion  of  Council  of  Defence  for  Board  of 
Advice),  7898,  7903;  {f.o.,  7904).  7907 

Defence  Force  : 

Abolition  of  ofGce  of  G.O.C.,  m.,  6439 
Administration,  Reports  on,  q.,  6786 
Artillery  and  Ammunition,  q.,  3633,  4354 
Conversion  of  Guns,  q.,  4»oo»  4*85 
Council  of  Defence,  supfly,  4297 
1-ield  Guns,  m.,  3635 

Naval  and  Military  Boards,  cis-t  S183;  f., 

8230,  8570 
Naval  Repairs,  obs,,  8i8a 
Naval  Reserve  Regulations,        35*8,  3529 

Presentation  of  Guns,  q.,  4101,  4285 

Report  of  G.O.C.,  adj.,  3141 

Rifle  Teams,  Travelling  Expenses,  q.,  4283 

Schools  of  Instruction,  obs.,  8i8a 
Further    Supplementary    Appropriation  Bill 

(1902-3),  28.,  3564;  com.  (schedule),  3565 
"  Imperial  Government,"  use  of  term,  lufply, 

3558,  3559. 6<^5»      .       .    «  c 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  obs.,  8182 

Ministry  (Reid),  Ministerial   Statement,  m., 

4463 

New  Hebrides,  Rebates  on  Duties,  m.,  4091 


Matfaeson,  Senator  Hon.  A.  P. — continued. 
Papua  {British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  eom.  (pro- 
hibition of  import  duties),  7800,  7801;  (dis- 
allowance of  ordinances),  7801 
Perth  Post  Office,  ohs.,  8183 
Roberts,  Mr.  T.,  Picture  by^  j.,  3989 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  2it.,  1773 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.t.e.,  3555  (Defence), 
3558.  3559 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),   iK.,  4297;   torn.  (De- 
fence), 4311,  4325 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  iR.,  6042 


Mautf  er,  Hon.  S.,  Mdhmmt  Ports : 
Address-in-Reply,  m.,  16 
Budget,  M.,  6007 

Business,  Conduct  of,  adj.f  i46r,  3067,  5162, 
6298 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  2R.,  1006 ; 
com.  (interpretation),  1212,  2041 ;  (minimum 
wage   and   preference),   2577 ;  (navigation), 
31S7,  3380;  m.,  recom.  [adj.,  4i9i6),  4210 
Customs  Administration  : 
Advertising  Matter,  Duty  on,  8093 
Sunday  Worlt,  7945 
Defence  Bill  1904,  eom,  (intoxicants),  7507 

Defence  Force  : 
Banners,  Consecration  of,  q.,  5848,  6911 
GelUbrand,  Artillery  Practice  at,  adj.,  7572 
Minimum   Wage,   Clothing  Contracts, 
6565 

Naval  Brigade,  adj-^  3126 
Regulations,  adj.,  937 
Supplies,  Tenders  for,  q.,  4520 

Denton  Hat  Mills,  adj.,  5046 
Electoral  Administration  :  Poll  Clerks,  Remu- 
neration of,  adj.,  80S 
Employment,  Want  of,  adj.,  3331,  3525 
Industrial  Laws,  m.,  3452 
Italian  Boy  Immigrants,  q.,  6481 
Kanakas,  Deportation  of,  q.,  2538 
Mail  Service,  Tasmania,  74S9 
Minimum  Wage,  Government  Contracts,  f., 
4630 

Ministry  :   (Reid),  Position  of,  m.  {f.o.,  5050, 

5204,  5378,  5379),  5220;  {exf.,  5345) 
Navigation  Bill,  Commission,  m.,  3208 
Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.  (Lieu- 
tenant-Governor), 4677 ;  (Legislative  Council), 
5702;  {intoxicants),  6518,  7539,  [p.o.^  7539)  > 

„  7549.  7557  , 
Personal  Explanation,  3344 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department,  supply,  7044 

Duty  Stamps,  q.,  3570 

Letter  Carriers,  Victorian,  J.,  3812,  3876 

Overtime,  q.,  4139 

Supplies,  q.,  4498 

Preferential  Trade,  obs.,  17 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  adj.,  2307 ;  f-o.^ 

381S 

Shoes,  Importation  of,  q.,  3897 
Supply  : 
Defence,  6911,  6942 
Home  Affairs,  6423,  6429,  6630 
Postmaster-General,  7044 

Telephones,  Fire  Brigade,  adj.,  7837 
Tariff  Comissioo,  ebt,,  5229;   m.,  6007,  6210 
Ventilation  of  Chamber,  adj.,  3671 
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HoOay,  Hon.  J.  Corindla: 

Appropriation  Bill,  32.,  8126 
BusinesSi  Order  of,  adj.,  5585,  5901 
Carroll,  Major,  Case  of,  S475 
Chinese  in  Transvaal  tn.,  801 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (inter- 
pretatiun),  ii6i|  1710 ;  (f-o.,  1715),  1936, 
3046,  307S>  318S,  2305,  3ao8,  3209 ;  (State 
authoritv  may  refer  dispute),  3262 ;  (dis" 
putes  of  which  Court  has  cognisance},  3373; 
(reference  by  organization),  2279;  (form  of 
award),  2317;  (on  whooi  award  is  bind- 
ing), 2342,  2356;  (award  not  to  be  chal- 
lenged), 2365;  (local  board  report),  2367; 
(powers  of  Court),  2384,  2386,  3401,  24111 
2416,  2436,  2454,  3462,  2480,  2481,  34S4; 
(minimum  wage  and  preference),  3494,  2628, 
3689;  (registration),  3848,  2947  (#.ff.,  awo), 
3012;  (variation  of  agreement),  3385;  (hmi* 
tation  of  Act),  3390;  m.,  Tecom.,^oiq;recom. 
(registration),  4527;  (compromise),  4540; 
(ons.  amdts.  (iaterpietation),  7632;  (prefer- 
ence,  ^819;  (registration]  f.o.^  7975,  7988, 
799* 

Defence  Bill  IQ04,  3K,,  7489,  7499;  com. 
(amendment  01  definition),  7501;  (Council 
of  Defence  for  Board  of  Advice),  7504, 
7507 ;  (intoxicants),  7507,  7508 1 
7509;  ad.  ref.t  7510;  3K.,  7520;  eons, 
amdts.  t  8017 

Defence  Force  : 
Administration  and  Control  of,  sufply,  6383; 

6479;  '^'^J-t  6531 
Army   Medical   Corps,   Representation  on 

Military  Board,  g.,  7618 
Badges  and  Ornaments,       4496,  4519 
Banners,    Consecration  of,  g-,    5847,  5848, 

5849,  6208;  supply,  6893,  6896,  691 1 
Barracks  Site  for  Sydney,  g.,  7531 
British  Officers,  Engagement  of,  4403 
Cadet  Forces,  g.,  7840 
Council  of  Defence^  j,,  8307 
Fremantle  Fortifications,       5850,  5851,  5937 
Gellibrand,  Practice  at  Fort,  adj.,  7573 
Head-dress,  g.,  7308 

HuttoQ,  Major<General,  Re-appointment  of, 

5593 

King,  Sergeant,  G.  A.,  Case  of,  g.,  6920 
Loading  Clip,  Magazine  Rifies,  g.,  6917 
Long  Service  Medals,  6098 
Medals  for  ist  Commonwealth  Contingent, 

5590 

Militia  Officers,  g.,  7S40 

Minimum   Wage,   Clothing   Contracts,  y., 

6565,  6S89 
Mounted  Infantry  Regiments,  g.,  7619 
Naval  Training,  g.,  5852 
Ordnance  Branch,  Officials,  gy,  7031 
Railway  Passes,  Rifle  Club  Members,  m., 

ad;.,  7308 
Reorganization  Scheme,  ebs.,  6594 
Scott,  Lieut.,  Case  of,  8201 
Retirements  from,  g.,  4632 
Rifle  Clubs,  Supply  of  Riflei  to,  ittfpty, 

4937 

Rowell,  Colonel,  Proposed  Appointment  as 
Commandant  of  South  Australia,  g.,  5738 

Supplies,  Tenders  for,  g.,  4530 

Uniforms,  adj.,  1951,  2080 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill.,  inl.,  ri24 
Life  Assurance  Companies  Bill,  com.  (sum 

assured),  7135 


McCay,  Hon.  J.  yi.—centinued. 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  ai., 

5793 

Melbourne  Election,  Postal  Votes,  f.,  4^ 
Melboume-Bendigo  Telepbcme  Service,  : 
Ministry  :  (Retd),  Position  of,  m.,  5144,  ; 

5575) 

Navigation  Bill,  CommissioD  on,  a.  ■ 
3*63) 

Papua  (British  New  Gniiiea)  Bill,  ttu.,  c  • 
amdts.  (intoxicants),  8599,  8G07,  Sfiu,  ». 
8614,  8615.  8616 

Preferential  Trade,  eis.,  5133 

Price,  Colonel,  ffis.,  8126 

Seat  of   Government  Bill,   e^am.   (aetLfrJ  : 
selection),  3480;  (seat  of  govenuacU),  1 
394S;  (Federal  territory),  3985 

South  African  War,  Historjr  of,  0.,  607 

Supplementary    Appropriati<Hi     Bill  '  r*  . 
com.  (foot-notes),  2171 

Supply  : 

Defence,  6S93,  6896,  6902  (p.a.,  6(^>.  f-  . 
691a,  69r3,  6916,  6940,  6941,  6971,  t  - 
7021,  7023,  7024,  7036,  7037,  7018,:;. 

7oy»i  7031.  703»»  7034» 

Parliament,  2166 

Treasury,  2170 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  int.,  4937 
Tariff  Commission,  ds.,  5131 
Temporary  Standing  Orders,  m.,  8598 

MoCoII,  Hon.  J.  H.,  Echttea  : 
Address-io-Reply,  «.,  309 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  earn. 

pretation),  1136,  173^,  1793,  1985; 

of  Court),  2461 ;  (minimum  wage  sna  p 

ference),  2649;  (registration),  3960; 

gation),  3319;  cotts.  amdts.,  7754 
Debate,  Limitation  of,  m,,  7436 
Duty  Stamps,  Sale  of,  g.,  aoiS 
English  Mail  Contract,  adj.,  8558 
Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  eem.,  c.t 

amdts.  (intoxicants),  8604 
Immigration,  supply,  2596 
Life   Assurance    Companies    Bill,  31., 

cam.  (schedule),  8331 
Ministry  :    (Reid),    Position    of,  ■»., 

expl.,  5098 

Preferential  Trade,  ois.,  316,  5091;  S;;. 
Public  Service ; 

Classification,  adj.,  2651 

Military  Titles,  Use  of,  tuffly,  3131 
Quarantine,  Federal,  g.,  3574 
Riverina  and  Melbourne  Elections,  ai]..  Sr; 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  com.  (seat  of  f 

venunent),  3626,  3719;  (Federal  terrier 

Supply  : 

Defence,  213a 

Postmaster-General,  7159 

Trade  and  Customs,  6724 
Tariff  Commission,  obs.,  7445 
Trees,  Destruction  of,  by  Tel^ra^  Def:r 

ment,  adj.,  7838 
Water  Conservation,  m.,  821 

HoDonald,  Hon.  O.,  ffoMetfy - 

Address-ia-Replv,  m.,  667 
Appropriation  Bill,  as.,  8x13 
Aliens  in  Queensland,  g.,  W)t8,  6910 
Business,  Conduct  of,  adj.,  1461,  3064.  e^" 
558r,  5898,  6398;  m.,  6581,  8019;  Of* i  • 
m.,  iff  0.(7.,  389a,  7717),  7718 
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McDonald,  Hon.  C— continued. 

Carroll,  Major,  Case  of,  q.,  8474 

Chairman  of  Committees,  m.,  6S4 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  int.,  14;  j., 
36;  2K.,  930;  torn.  (inteii»ctation),  1238, 
aoio,  ao73,  nvj-ji  (registration),  aSoe:  m., 
reeom.,  4198,  4533;  reecm.  (tegutration), 
4537;  cons,  amdts.,  7535;  (interpretation), 
7655;  (registration)  {f.o.,  7984,  7988);  (regis- 
tration), 8009;  ad.  ref.,  8013;  (adoption  of 
reasons),  8ot6 

Contraband  of  War,  2693 

Craig,  W.,  Case  of,  adj.,  8358 

Days  of  Meetmgt  m.,  81 ;  adj.,  418a 

Debate,  Limitation  of,  m.,  7435 

Defence  Force  : 

Banners,  Consecration  of,  adj.  {f.o.,  6888); 

lufply,  6894,  689s 
Railway  Passes,  Members  of  Ri&e  Clobs, 
m.,  adj.,  7306 

Duty  Stamps,  Sale  of,  3664 

Electoral  Rolls,  Revision  of,  q.,  5849,  6099, 
7115;  supply,  6311 

Employment,  Want  of,  adj.,  3526 

Euryaius,  Visit  to,  y.,  2408 

Government  Houses  Maintenance,  Sffply,  3151 

Immigration  Restriction  Act  ; 
Reports  of  Officers,  859a 
RegnlatioDS  nnder,  7619 

Italian  Labour  for  bugar  Plantations,  q., 
2584 ;  supply,  2593  * 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  adj.,  4689 

Map  of  Australia,  7619 

Minimum  Wage,  Postal  Contracts,  5851 

Uudstry : 

(Watson),  Ministerial  Statement,  m.,  1665; 

Position  of,  m.,  {f.o.,  4144,  4153),  415^; 

Defeat  of,  q.,  4403 
(Reid),  Formation  of,  tufply,  4269,  4270; 

Ministenal  Statement,  m.,  4353;  FontioD 

of,  m.,  5414 
Navigation  Bill  Commiuion,  adj.^  3346;  m., 
3270 

Papers,  Printing  of,  g.,  6479,  6480 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.  (meet- 
ings of  Executive  Council),  4678;  (Legislative 
Council),  5703,  6506,  6513 ;  (intoxicants), 
7556;  amdts.,         8555;  (intoxicants), 

8607,  8611,  8613,  8614 

Preferential  Trade,  q.,  ebs.,  6564;  m., 

7718,  8019 

Privilege,  p-o.,  4916 

Public  World  : 
Wooloongafaba  Post  Office,  adj.,  1389 

Queensland,  Representation  of,  g.,  7113 

Questions,  Answering  of  iP-^'-i  6882} 

Refreshment  Room,  q.,  68S3 

Seat  of  Government,  adj.,  8559 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  adj.,  3307 ;  com. 
(method  of  selection),  3531 ;  (seat  of  go- 
vernment), 3615 

Standing  Order  376  {f.a.,  68S4),  f.,  6885 

Sunday  Work,  Customs  Department,  g.,  7946 

Supply  : 

Defence,  21^3,  6894,  689<;,  7022,  7023 
External    Affairs,    6251,    6306,    6334,  7255, 
7323.  73*8 


Home  Affairs,  6418,  6431,  6594,  6609,  6615, 
6630,  6631,  6632,  6634,  6637,  6643.  6643, 
6646,  6649 


Parliament,  2151,  6342,  6243,  6350 
Postmaiter-Geneial,  7066,  7183,  7199,  734a 


McDonald,  Hon.  C. — continued. 

Fcblic  Works,  7236,  7238 
Trade  and  Customs,  6719,  6720,  6747,  6748, 
6749,  6750  {p.a.,  6763),  6763 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  2B,  4370 
Si^^Iy,  Restoration  of  Committee,  m.,  6567, 


Telephone  Attendants,  Female,  q.,  5970 
Temporary  Standing  Orders,  m.,  8^96 
Ways  and  Means,  f.o.,  7453;  7464 

HcOM^or,  Baaatov  Hon.  O.,  South  Aw- 
tralia: 

Acts  Interpretation  Bill,  cons,  amdts.  (applica- 
tion), 1261 ;  (regulations),  1363 

Anglo-Chinese  Labour  Convention,  g.,  xaga 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill,  com, 
(schedule),  7483,  7484,  7487 

Appropriation  Bill,  com.  (Parliament),  8356, 
8262;  (External  Affairs),  8271,  8^1;  (At- 
tomev-General],  8296;  (Home  Affairs),  8298} 
(Traae  and  Customs),  8370 

Blind  Passengers  by  Sea,  q.,  1292 

Business  of  Senate,  adj.,  5446 

Cable  Conference,  Pacific,  q.,  3635 

Cairns  Post  Office,  q.,  4083 

Carroll,  Major,  Case  of,  m.,  1850;  m.i.o., 

3155.  3»57,  „       .  .  . 

Chairman  of  Committees,    Appointment  of, 

adj.,  401 J  552 

Chinese  in  Transvaal,  m.,  553,  5S4 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  2s,  5827 ; 
com.  (interpretation),  6330,  6466,  6470;  (re- 
presentation of  parties),  6473 ;  (preference), 
6561 J  {f.o.,  6562),  6660;  (representation), 
6676,  7000,  7017,  7018;  [f.o.,  7020),  7107; 
cans.  met.  (interpretation),  8040;  (prefer- 
ence), 8043:  {p.e.,  8058,  8077),  8067.  8069; 
ad.  rep.,  8087 

Days  of  Sitting,  m.,  6327 

Duty  Stamps,  Sale  of,  q.,  3635 

Easter  Adjournment,  m.,  64^ 

Election  Meetings,  Disturbance  at,  q.,  1736 

Federal  Capital : 
Reports  on  Sites,  m.,  1257 ;  q.,  ji^i ;  m.,  1466 ; 
obs.,  j$84 

Fraudulent  Customs  Entries,  q.,  2856 

Fraudulent  Trade  Marks  Bill,  int.,  1468;  2B., 
2097,  2766 ;  com.  (short  ti^le),  2769  j  (com- 
mencement], 3770;  (interpretation),  2771, 
2772,  3774;  (selling  with  false  marks),  2775, 
3776 ;  (prohibition  of  importation),  2778, 
3788,  3793;  {p.o.,  2797),  2874;  (powers  of 
minor  Court),  2875,  '^77'  2878;  (disposal  of 
goods),  2879;  (discovery),  287^;  reeons. 
(prohibition  of  importation],  2880;  (powers 
of  minor  Court],  2881 ;  ad  rep.,  3159; 
{p.e.,  3168);  3R.,  3530;  m.,  recom.,  3S3r ; 
(prohibition  of  exportation),  3534,  3537, 
365s 

Further  Supplementary  Appropriation  Bill 
(1902-3),  2H.,  3563,  3565;  com,  (ichedule), 
3566 

Hannah  v.  Drake,  Expenses  of  Case,  I357 
High  Court,  Judgments  of,  adj.,  1266;  q.^  1465 
Immigration  Restriction  Act : 

Italians,  Influx  of,  q.,  1256 

Norwegian  Sailors,  q.,  r737 

Prohibited    Immigrants,    Number   of,  q., 
3634 

Imports,  Return  of,  m.,  3331; 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  q,,  1290 


Digttjzed  by 


Google 


Index  to  Speet^. 


McGregor,  Senator  Hon.  G. — fontinued, 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Aiqpista  Railway  Surrey 

Bill,  3K.,  8464 

Leather,  Export  of,  2748 
Mails  : 

King  Island,  q.,  3223;  suffly^  3561 

Oversea,  q.,  3323,  3634 

Northern  Territory,  3223 

Tasmania,  g.,  1256 
Merchandise  Marks  BUI,  dis.,  1246 
Meteorological  Department,  q.,  3634 

Ministry  : 
(Deakin),  Resignation  of,  obs.,  1245 
(Watson),  Formation  of,  abs.,  1245:  Minis- 
terial Statement,  1257 
(Reid),  Formittton  of,  m.,  4x84;  Ministerial 
Statement,  m.,  4356 

Moseley  Commission,  Report  of,  1736 

Motioos  without  Notice,  f.a.,  1463 

Navigation  Bill,  dis.,  12^ 

New  Guinea,  Shooting  of  Natives,  14^, 

3529.  363s 

New  Hebrides,  g.,  1464,  2173 

Newspaper  Postage,  q.,  lagi,  1464,  2856 

Notices  of  Motion,  f.o.,  7573 

Papers,  Printing  of,  q.,  1837,  1952,  2081,  2173 

Papua  {British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.  (Ap- 
pointment of  Lieutenant-Governor),  7796 ; 
(local  option),  8024 ;  recons.,  8408 

Parliament  House,  Occupation  of,  q.,  3635 

Pearling  Industry,  Papuans,  adj.,  2884^;  q., 
3153,  3529 

Petition,  Irregular,  m.s.o.,  7665 

Preferential  Trade,  ffAj.,  43^5 

Public  Service  : 
Assurance  Policies,  q.,  3856 
Classification,  supply,  2180,  3558;  f.,  3634 
Sholl,  Mr.,  Retirement  of,  q.,  1255,  1292 
Superannuation,  1464 
Woodrow,  Mr.,  Transfer  of,       1255,  1292 

President,  Election  of,  m.,  6 

Privilege,  Freedom  of  Speech,  «.,  1115,  r244, 

"45!  7359„    ^  .  . 

Railway  Passes,  Members,  suffly,  3558 
Reaper's  and  Binders,  Duty  on,  q.,  1464 
Revenue  Refunds,  supply,  3562,  3563 
KoberU,  Mr.  T.,  Picture  by,  a.*  3*^ 
Russian  Attack  on  British  Fishing  Fleet,  m., 

6*57 

Sea  Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  torn,  (goods),  7393 ; 
(obligations),  7402;   (commencement),  7406, 

3".  7579 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  int.,  1293;  3X-,  1408; 
[p.o.,  1519,  1522),  1778;  com.  (short  title), 
1782,  1783;  (scat  of  government),  1859,  1861, 
1863, 1872,  1874, 1892, 1894, 1896,  1952  ;  (Fede- 
ral territory),  1953,  1957,  1968,  I973.  »974; 
(compensation),   1977 ;   recons.    (seat  of  go- 
vernment),  1978,   1980,   1981,   1982;  m.s.o., 
1983,  1984;    ad.  ref.^    3o8r,    2095;  eons, 
amdts.,  (seat  of  government),  4018;  {Federal 
territory),  4025,  4028 
Select  Committee  : 
Ballot  for,  p.o.,  1297 
Press  Reports  of,  m.,  185S 
Ships,  Remeasurement  of,  q.,  3529 
Standing  Orders,  com.  ad.  rep.,  1262 
Subletting  of   Post   Offices,   q.,    1291,  1737; 

supply,  3560,  3561 
Summer  Sessions,  q.,  1584,  1737 


McGregor,  Senator  Hon.  G. — coniinued. 

Supplementary  Appropriation  Bill,  1903-4,  ai., 
2173  ;  cffiK.,  (Post  and  Telegraph),  2174, 218a; 
(Attorney-General),  2175;  {Home  Affairs^ 
2176,  3178;  (Treasurer),  2180 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  2K.,  2873 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  ;-B.,  3556;  torn.  (Parlit- 
ment),  3558;  (Postmaster-General},  355!^ 
3560,  3561 ;  (Treasurer),  3562;  3B..  3563 

Trade  Marks  Bill,  int.,  3224;  2K.,  3537; 
com.  (definitions),  3550;  f.a.,  3656;  (regis- 
tration. State  Acts),  399r,  3992  (registraij, 
3993  ;  (essential  particulars),  3994,  3997,  3998; 
(words  forbidden),  4000;  (particular  goodi), 
4001;  (identical  marks),  4002;  {ctmcurroit 
user),  4002;  (appeal),  4006,  4007;  {notice  of 
opposition),  4007;  (renewal),  4008;  {regis- 
ter), 4009;  (removal),  4010;  (trade  ontn 
mark,  use  of),  4131;  ixfl.,  4135;  (pen- 
alty), 4136,  4138 ;  (international  .arrange- 
ments), 4138;   reeem.  (agenU),  4338 


HoLaan,  Hon.  A.,  Gippaland  : 

Address-m-Reply,  m.,  172 
Agriculture,  Federal  Department  of,  m.,  3047 
Business,  Conduct  of,  aaj.,  6398 
Business,  Progress  of,  adj.,  s^b^,  5220 
Cane-field  Inspectors,  q.,  63U 
Chairman  of  Committtes,  Appointment  of,  m., 
684 

Chinese,  Employment  of  in  Sugar  Planliog, 
q.,  4401 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (inter- 
pretation), 1062,  1927,  2197,  2203;  (powen 
of  Court),  2413,  2429;  (minimum  wage  and 
preference),  2506 ;  (registration),  3912 ;  (or- 
ganization by  whom  represented),  3086; 
(navigation),  3314;  recom.  f.ff.,  4221 

Customs  Administration  : 

Advertising  Matter,  Duties  on,  supply,  4937, 

7173.  7>74.  809a 
Bottling  of  Bulk  Spirits,  q.,  8590 
Costs  in  Customs  Cases,  q.,  yt-;^,  7218 
Electrical  Rheostats,  Duty  on,  g.,  6919 
Engines,  Portable,  Duty  on,  7113 
Fish  Importers,  Prosecuti<m  of,  g.,  7523 
Queen  Helena,  Case  of  the,  f .,  7408 
Sandford,  Mr.,  Refund  of  Duty  Charged  to, 

S590.  7"5>.7489 
Shelving  and  Skirling,  Duty  on,  7174 
Sunday  Work,  q.,  4631,  7945,  7946,  7947 
Temporary  Officers,  q.,  5592,  74x1 

Electoral  Administration  : 

Select  Committee,  Report  of  Evidenee,  as., 
1524,  2311,  3393 
Flat  Top  Island,  Sunday  Work  at,  q.,  4631 
Fraudulent  Trade  Marks  Bill,  3tt,  8226 
Immigration  Restriction  Act  : 

Administration  of,  q.,  6882 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey 

Bill,  int.,  4638 
Lyndhurst  Water  Supply,  Ufi/.,  .■1738 
Ministry  :     (Reid),  Ministerial  Statement,  m., 

4418;  Position  of,  m.,  4960;  expL,  49S9 
Patents : 

Issue  of,  q.,  80^3 

Patent  Office,  Publications,  q.,  752a 
Provisional,  q.,  5591,  74ir,  77r7 
Preferential  Trade,  obs.,  174,  4418;  m.,  8346 
Seat  of  Government   Bill,  com.    (method  of 
selection),  3495,  3514,  3525,  3601,  3754 
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UcLeani  Hon.  A. — continued. 

Traae  and  Customs,  6713,  6716,  6743,  6746, 
67471  6778,  67791  67801  678I1  678a,  6783, 
6784 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  int.,  4927 
Tanff  CommissioD,  obs.,  4967 
Tobacco  Industry,  m.,  5861,  6209 


BbWillianiB,  Mr.  W.  J.,  FnanHiu  : 
Address-in-RepIy,  m.,  337 

Agriculture,  Federal  UepaitmcDt  of,  m.,  3047 
Bills  of  Lading,  Legislation,  5851 
Business,  Conduct  of,  adj.,  6agg;   ebs.,  684a 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  cam.  (inter- 
pretation), I310,  1723,  1831,  3214;  (decision 
according  to  equity  and  good  conscience), 
3316;  (form  of  award),  3318;  (powers  of 
Court),  2410,  2445,  2484 ;  (minimum  wage 
and  preference),  2677 ;  (compromise),  3387 ; 
m.,  reeom.,  4064;  cons,  amdts.  (preference), 

7875 
Defence  Force  : 

Inspection   of   Tasinanian   Forces,   q.,  457, 

758.  3293.  3393 
Debate,  Limitation  of,  m.,  7424 
Elections,  Conduct  of,  m.,  1308 
Italian  Immigration,  suffly,  3590 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta   Railway  Survey 

Bill,  in/.,  4673,  3K,  5616;  com.  (power  to 

make  survey),  7566 
Mails  : 

Contracts,  Subletting  of,  adj.,  2536 

King  Island,  m.,  1624 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  38.,  57S3 
Ministry  :  (Rcld),  Position  of,  m.,  5354 
Navigation  Bill,  Commission,  m.,  3254 
Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.  (intoxi- 
cants), 7541 
Preferential  Trade,  obs.,  343,  5360 
Preferential  Wharfage  Rates,  3934 
Public  Service  : 

Increments,  luffly,  3165 

Military  Titles,  use  of,  adj.,  aiao 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  28.,  3422 
South  Africa,  Trade  with,  q.,  1184 
Sugar  Mills,  Queensland,  m.,  7021 
Supply  : 

Defence,  6943,  7032 

External  Affairs,  6311 

Parliament,  6246 

Postmaster-General,  3165,  71^8 

Trade  and  Customs,  6734 
War  Medals,  South  Africa,  q.,  3573 


■illen,  Senator  Hon.   B.  D.,  Ntw  South 

Wale^  : 

Business  of  Senate,  m.,  1601  ;  q.,  6152 
Carroti,   Major,   Case  of,  m.,    1846 ;  m.s.o., 
1856 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (inter- 
pretation), 6331 

Days  of  Meeting,  m.,  26 

Federal  Capital  :  Lyndhurst  site,  m.,  1466 

Fraudulent  Trade  Marks  Bill,  m.  recem., 
3530;  recom.,  (parts),  3533 

Further  Sunplementary  Appropri.ilion  Biil 
(1902-3),  28.,  3563  J  com.  (schedule),  3565 

Lyne,  Sir  William,  Charges  against  Senator 
Neild,  5449 


Millen,  Senator  Hon.  E.  D. — continued. 
Ministry  : 

(Watson),  Ministerial  Statement,  m.,  1260 
(Reid),  Ministerial  Statement,  )».,  4370 

Postage  on  Newspapers,  f.o.,  1291 

President,  Election  of,  m.,  6 

Privilege,  Freedom  of  Speech,  m.,  4356 

Revenue  Refunds,  ntffly,  3s6ja 

Russian  Attack  on  British  Fishing  Fleet,  m., 
6264 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  28.,  i486;  m.,  1600; 
com.  (short  title),  1782;  (seat  of  government) 
if.e.,  1863),  1876,  1883,  1S93,  1895,  1952; 
(Federal  territory),  1953,  i960,  1964,  1965, 
1966,  1968,  1975;  (Compensation),  1975;  ttd. 
rep.,  3oSa;  cons,  amdts.  (seat  of  govern- 
ment), 4018;  (Federal  territory),  4027 

Select  Committee  :  Press  Reports  of,  «.,  1856 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.s.o.,  3553;  com.  (Trea- 
surer), 3562;  3R.,  3562 

Trade  Marks  Bill,  com.  (essential  particulars), 
3994;  (trade  union  mark),  4014 

Hulcaiiy,  Senator  Hon.  Tasmania: 
Address-in-Reply,  m.,  38 

Appropriation  Bill,  com.  (Parliament),  8354; 
(Home  Affairs),  8299;  (Trade  and  Customs), 
8366 

Business  of  Senate,  1601 
Chairman    of    Committees,  Appointment  of, 
adj.,  403 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  2B,  592^; 
com.  (interpretation),  6333,  6374,  6448  (regis- 
tration), 6692,  7013,  7097,  7105;  eons.  met. 
(registration),  8085 

Defence  Force  :  Tasmania,  Pay  of,  adj.,  1246 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  3R,  8461 

Navigation  Bill,  28.,  982 

New  Hebrides  :  Rebates  on  Duties,  m.,  4100 

Papers,  Printing  of,  obs.,  942 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill;  com.  (ap- 

firopriation    for    destitute    natives),    7803 ; 
local  option),  8022 
Petition,  Irregular,  m.s.o.,  7666 
Preferential  Trade,  obs.,  40 
Privilege,  Freedom  of  Speech,  m.,  1117 
Russian  Attack  on  British  Fishing  Fleet,  m., 
6273 

Sea  Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  3K.,  7583;  com. 
cons,  amdii.  (application),  841 1 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  m.,  1601  ;  aR.,  1768; 
{p.o.,  1^33);  (seat  of  government),  1863, 1888, 
1894;  (Federal  territory),  1957,  197a;  recons. 
(seat  of  government),  1979,  1982 ;  ad.  rep., 
3090;  cons,  amdts.  (seat  of  government), 
4025 

Select  Committee  :  Press  Reports  of,  m., 
Trade  Marks  Bill,  com.  (essential  particulars), 

3997  i  (trade  union  mark),  4103 ;  (international 

arrangements),  4138 

Nolld,  Senator  I<t.-Col.  Hon.  J.  C,  New 

South  WaJtn: 
Address-in-RepIy,  m.,  46 

Appropriation  Bill  is.  [p.o.,  8170);  com:  (Par. 

liament),  8254;   (Defence),  8389,  S391 
Business  of  Senate,  m.,  1603,  7893,  7895;  adj., 

5450.  5736 
Carroll,  Major,  Case  of,  ad.  rep.,  6801 
Committees,  Select,  notice  of  m.,  45S0 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (inter- 
pretation), 6351,  3R.,  7270 
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Neild,  Senator  Lt.-Col.  Hoa.  J.  C—continued. 

Defence  Bill,  19041  2K.,  7695 
Defence  Force  : 

Administration,  system  of,  5795 
Carroll,  Major,  m.,  1837 ;  m.s.o.,  1857 
Equipment  of,  supply,  4310 
hutton.  Major -General,  Minute  Relating  to, 
q.,  4283;  m.,  4691,  4683;  Charges  against, 
7361  {f-o.),  736a 
Naval  and  Military  Forces,  strength  of, 

834 

Parade  States,  New  South  Wales,  m.,  942 
Regulations,  j.,  833;  cbs.,  9187;  «.»  1585, 
1837;  com.  (officers'  services  dispensed 
with),  1587,  1588;  (seconding),  1589,  1593, 
»596.  »597.  »398,  1599;  (arrest,  court  mar- 
tial},  1600 

Rifle  Regiments,  N.S.W.,  Strength  of, 
1181 

Electoral  Officers'  Claims,  g.,  1106 

Federal  Agencies,  State  Taxation  of,  q.,  6532 

Flag,  Commonwealth,  m.,  1584 

Hannah  v.  Drake,  Expenses  of  Case,  g.,  1356 

Hours  of  Sitting,  m.,  7S95 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Snm^ 

Bill,  as.,  8449 
Kamimura,  Admiral,  Statements  Attributed  to 

by  Major-General  Ilutton,  m.,  4328 
Lyne,  Sir  William,  Charges  by,  exfl.,  5448; 

f.c,  5450;  suf^y,  6033 
Mail  Service,  Ocean,  m.  adj.,  8563,  8569 
Ministerial  Statement,  m.,  4600 
Notices  of  Motion,  ojj.,  757a,  7573 
Oaths  Administration  Bill,  in/.,  ac^i 
Old-age   Pensions,   q.,  940 ;   m.,  643a 
Papers,  Printing  of,  obi.,  941 
Papua  [British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.  (local 

option),  7935 ;  (Government  control  of  ln< 

toxicants),  8033 
Parliamentary   Evidence  Bill,         4354;  aB., 

5795.  5804;         7365:  (/•»..  7305) 
Preferential  Trade,  ebs.,  47 
Private  Business,  ais.,  9S7,  1183,  4339 
Privilege  : 

Freedom  of  Speech,  m.,  ito6,  rrao,  1244, 
4355;  e>  4283  J  f.o.,  6787,  7357,  7358, 
73S9 

Parliamentary  Documents,  chi.,  835 
Public  Service  : 
Fortnightly  Payment  of   Salaries,  saffly, 

4985 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  as.^  1494;  nt.,  i6oa ; 
com.  (scat  of  government),  1886;  (Federal 
territory).  1962,  1964,  1965,  1974;  ad.  ref,, 
2084 

Select  Committee :  Press  Reports  of,  m.,  1857 

Stamps,  Traffic  in,  supply,  4308 

Supply,  Grant  of,  m.,  943,  047 

Supply  Bil!  (No.  3),       4308,  earn.,  (Defence), 

43'6,  4127 
Supply  Bill  ("No.  4),  rK.,  4085 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  IR.,  6033 

O'KMfB,  SftnatoF  Hon.  D.  J.,  Teumania  : 
Address-in-RepIy,  m.,  255 
Appropri:ition  Bill,  com.  (Defence),  S389 
Appropriation   (Works    and    Buildings)  BUI, 

£om.  (schedule),  7485 
Business  of  Senate,  m.,  1604;  adj.,  7805 
Carroll,  Major,  Select  Committee,  m.,  1847; 

m.s.e.   3iq6j  ad  rep.,  6803,  7689 
Chinese  in  Transvaal,  m.,  565,  793 


O'Keefe,  Senator  Hon.  D.  J. — coniimted. 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  aB.,  S9t4; 
com.  (registration),  6674,  6863;  expt.,  6S81 

Defence  Force  : 
Inspection  of  Tasmanian  Forces,  ; 545 
Regulations^  m.,  eom.  (seconding),  1591 
Report  of  G.O.C.,  adj.,  3145 

Federal  Agencies,  State  Taxation  of,  6533 

Federal  Capital  :  Lyndhurst  site,  m.,  1467 

Fraudulent  Trade  Marks  Bill,  2R.,  2763;  com. 
(interpretation),  2773;  (prohibition  of  im- 
portation), 2783 ;  (prohibition  of  exporta- 
tion). 3537 

High  Commissioner,  q.,  5794 

Hours  of  Sitting,  m.,  7^ 

Kalgoorlie  to  Fort  Augusta  Railway  Snirej 
Bill,  2S.,  8572 

Mails  : 

King  Island,  q.,  3223;  supply,  3560 
Ministry  :  Formation  of,  supply,  4291 ;  Mini*- 

terini  Statement,  m.,  4478 
New  Hebrides  :  Rebate  on  Duties,  m.,  4094 
New  Guinea  :  Craig,  Mr.,  Case  of,  m.,  3833 
Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  eom.  (local 

option),  7924 
Parliament  House,  Occupation  of,  q.,  363s 
Public  Service:  Classification,  supply,  2180; 
3634 

Privilege,  Freedom  of  Speech,  m.,  1118 
Public  Works  :  Day  Labour,  m.,  3225 
Russian  Attack  on  British  Fishing  Fleet,  ai., 
6a68 

Sea-Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  3K.,  7586 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  jr.,  1604;  O.,  17^5; 

com.  (Federal  territory),  1958,  r967;  [cata. 

pensation),  1977 
Select  Committee  :  Press  Reports  of,  m.,  1856 
Supplementary    Appropriation    Bill  ^py^ 

eom.  (Post  and  Telegraph),  aiSo 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  iB.,  4291 
Trade  Harks  Bill,  eom.  (trade  imioo  mad:], 

4x09 


O'Mallej,  Hon.  King,  Darwin.' 

Assurance   Department,    Ccnnmonwealth,  sc., 
xooi 

Appropriation  Bill,  3B.,  8144 
Budget,  m.,  6027 

Business,  Order  of,  m.,  15;  adj.,  5586 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  eom.  (inter- 
pretation), 1217,   1731;  [p.e.,  1950),  ao77: 
powers  of  Court),  3409;    m.,  reeom.,  4179; 
eons,  amdts.  (interpretation),  7660;  (regiitiB- 
tion),  8008 
Debate,  limitation  of,  m.,  7430 
Federal  Capital  Sites,  q.,  357a 
Employment,  Want  of,  adj.,  3336 
Election  Petitions,  Trial  of,  e^j.,  1040 
Electoral  Administration :  Penguin,  Voting  at, 
1298 

Defence  Force  :  British  Officers,  Engagemeat 

of,  q.,  4403 
Italian  Emigration  to  U.S.A.,  q.,  2584 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survev 

Bill,  2K.,  5606 ;  eom.  (power  to  make  survey), 

7565 

Kell,  Major,  q.,  2368 
Mails  : 

King  Island,  «.,  1623;  q.,  3754 
Bnmie,  q,,  1785 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  aB.,  5954 
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O'Mallcy,  Hod.  King — continued. 
Ministry  : 

(Watson),  Ministerial  Statement,  m.,  1579 
(Reid),  Ministerial  Statement,  m.,  /.0.j  4446 

Neild,'  Senator,  Lt-Col.,  g'*  >4^7 

Old-Age  PensioM,  abs.,  3185;  m.,  7115;  adj., 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill;  com.  (in* 

toxicants).  734a,  7551,  7554.  7557 
Pay,  Members',  ttiffiy,  bsfij 
Preferential  Trade,  m.,  $553 
Public  Service  : 

Debts,  3753 

Postmistress,  Somerset,  104a 

Military  TiUes,  Use  of,  ad^.,  mi» 
Riverina  Election,  Petition,  937 
Russian  Attack  on  British  Fishing  Fleet,  f., 

7>73 

Sea  Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  8319 
Supply  : 

Defence,  689 j 

External  A^irs,  6307 

Home  Affairs,  6600 

Parliament,  6247 

Postmaster-General,  7037 
Tariff  Commission,  m..  Budget,  6027;  g.,  7716 
Temporary  Standing  Orders,  m.,  8597 
Ventilation  of  Chamber,  adj.^  3667 

Fatfa,  Hon.  Jl£araiiaa: 

Address-in-RepIy,  m.,  60a 

Advertising  Matter,  Duty  on,  suffly,  4937 

Arms  and  Ammunition,  adj.,  1040;  f.,  1043, 
iiaa,  1133 

Business,  Conduct  of,  q.,  7409 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  torn,  (in- 
terpretation), rao4;  (minimum  wage  and 
preference),  2674 ;  (registration  of  organisa- 
tions), 3904;  recom.,  436r 

Contracts,  non-local  tenders,  3.,  6699 

Defence  Bill,  aB.,  7497 ;  ecm.  (Council  of 
Defence),  7506;  (prohibition  of  intoxicants), 
7509 

Elections  :  Officers,  Payments,  g.,  3369 
Government  Printing  ufBce,  q.,  3369 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,   as.,   5634;   com.   (surrey  of  roote), 

7560.  7570 
King's  Birthday,  6699 
King  Island  :  Mails,  m.,  1634 

Labour  Caucus,  g.,  3798 
Lyndhurst  Water  Supply,  adj.,  3736 
Mail  Contracts,  Subletting  of,  adj.,  2533 
Military  : 

Commandants*   Travelling   Allowances,  i63r 
Forces,  Statement  by  Lt.-Col.  Neild, 
2435 

Hoad,  Colonel,  4038 
Ministry    :  (Held),   Position   of,   m.,  5396; 

exfl.,  543 > 
Petitions,  f.o.,  490 
Preferential  Trade,  f*J.,  606 
Price,  Colonel,  y.,  586 
Public  Service  : 

Allowances,  suffly,  4038;  5851 

Increments  in  l^uhlic  Service  Commissioner's 
office,  suffly,  6430 

Leave,  f.,  6699 

Promotions,  g.,  403 

Salaries,  adj.,  3344 

Sorters  and  Letter  Carriers,  g.,  5851 

Telegraph  Messengers,  y,,  7410 

Use  of  Military  Titles,  3118 


Page,  Hon.  J. — continued. 
Rifle  Clubs,  adj.,  7313 

Russo-Japanese    War,    Military  Attache,  f., 
4038 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  com.  (seat  of  go* 
vemment),  3944 

Supply  (1904  0.  "-..fisSj.  6768,  6770,  6777 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.,  4937 

Supply  : 
Attorney-General,  6396 
Defence,  6898,  6913,  7034 
External  Affairs,  6253,  6353,  6304 
Home  Affairs,  6399,  6430,  6435,  6596,  6613, 

6614.  6636 
Parliament,  6350 

Postmaster-General,  7149,  7336,  7338 

Trade  and  Customs,  6750 
Treasurer,  Reported  Resignation  of,  g.,  6699 
Trees,  Deatructioo  of,  adj.,  7838 
WUks,  Mr.,  Alleged  Speech  by,  f  60S8 


PwuKW,  B«nator  Hon.  O.  F.,  Weatem  Aus- 
tralia: 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  360 
Adjournment,  m.,  7804 

Alien   Restriction   Administration,  4581, 

Appropriation   (Works   and   Buildings)  Bill, 
iR.,  7475;  cam.  (short  title),  7479;  (sche- 
dule), 7480,  7483,  7485 
Appropriation  Bill,  is.,  8177;  com.  (Parha- 
ment),  8259,  8260;  (External  Affairs),  8366, 
8268,  8283  ;  (Home  Affairs),  8298 
Blind  Sea  Passengers,       939,  139a 
Blue-Jackets  and  Lumpers,  g.,  6033 
Business,  Order  of,  abt.,  987;  m.,  ixSa;  adj., 

573a,  s  >  5902 

Chinese  in  Western  Australia,  7160 
Cigars  :  Importation  into  Victoria,  g,,  353 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  as.,  6043 ; 
com.  (interpretation),  6366,  6447,  6449,  6457, 
6458,  6459,  6462,  6469 ;  (representation  of 
parties  at  bearing),  6532 ;  (minimum  wage 
and  preference),  6555,  6563,  6651.;  (registra- 
tion of  organizations),  6683,  6851,  6996,  7030, 
7094 ;  (navigation  clauses),  7170 ;  cons, 
amdts.  8044,  8055;  f.e.t  8056,  8063,  8064; 
(minimum  wage  and  preference),  8063,  8065, 
8070 

Customs  Officials,  q.,  5704 

Defence  Bill,  com.  (Council  of  Defence), 
7903 

Defence  :. 
Administration,  q.,  3528 
Regulations,  m.,  1594,  1596,  r597 

Easter  Adjournment,  m.,  645 

Elections  :  Fcdcriil  and  State,  g.,  i-^yS 

Federal  Capital,  Lyodhurst  Site,  m,,  1465 

Fraudulent  Trade  Marks  Bill,  2R.,  2760;  com. 
(interpretation),  2770,  2771.  2772;  (prohibited 
imports),  2781,  2792 ;  recom.,  f.o.,  3163, 
3167,  3K.,  3533 ;  recom.  (prohibited  imports), 
3533;  (prohibited  exportej,  3534 

Immigration  Restriction  Act,  g.,  939,  1356 

Imports,  m.,  3324 

Imports  and  Exports,  q.,  4338 

Japanese  Goods,  g.,  7364,  7574 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  g.,  1390, 
4462,  5704 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  3B.,  8430;  adj.,  8471 
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Pearce,  Senator  Hon.  G.  F. — eontinued. 

Leather,  Export  of,  3748 

Life  A»urance  Compaoies  Bill,  f.,  S363 

Military   Forces:    adj.,   3130,   3152;  Major 

Carroll,  Case  of,  m.,  7693 
Ministry  : 

(Deakia),  Position  of,  q.,  1104 
(Keid),  Policy  of,  m.,  4375 
Navigation   Bill,   2S.,  960 

Ncild,  Senator:  Select  Committee,  f.o.,  4355; 
ebs.,  7470 

New  Hebrides,  m.,  4084,  4097 

Old-age  Peasioos,  m.,  6433 

Papers,  Printing  of,  5.,  5704 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.  f  .■ 
pointment    of    Lieutenant-Governor),  77 
(transfer    of    officers),    7799;    (LegisI  ■ 
Council),     7799;     (import     duties),  7 
(ordinances),    7801;    (public  revenui- 
money),     7802 ;     (intoxicants    and  <i; 
791a,  8oao,  8032,  8405.  8406 

Parliamentary  Evidence  Bill,  aB.,  5799 

Patents  Office,  Staff,  q.,  1292 

Petition,  Irregular,  m.,  7667 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 
Deputy    Postmaster-General,  Wc 

tralia,  q.,  1355,  129a 
Contracts,  q.,  134 

Preferential  Trade,  obs.,  274 

Public  Works,  Day  Labour,  . 
A".,  3234 

1  ubhc  Servants  and  Politics,  g.. 

Questions  without  Notice,  f.c. 

Russian  Attack  on  British  I-'i 
6265 

Savings  Bank,  q.,  543 
Sea-Carriage  of   Goods  131 

tion  of  Act),  7397 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  .• 
i6oi ;  ccm.  (seat  c 

i860,    1864,    1883;  rr,- 

Federal  territory),  m~ 

40a  I 

Silver  Coinage,  q.,  6271 
Standing  Orders,  m.,  i 
Sugar  Industry,  m.,  -■ 
Summer  Sessions,  q.. 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  I' 

Tobacco  Monopoly,  ■ 
Trade  Marks  Bill,  ■ 

(interpretation),  , 

(trade  union  mark 


Playf 


41x9, 
and 


4127.  4132: 
"  trade  uni' 


reeom.,  7283 

PhilllpB,  Ho-  ' 

Electoral  F 
Nitrogen  ' 
Victorian 
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PoyatOB,  Hon.  A. — tpmtinued. 

Federal  Asencies,  State  Taxation  of,  q.,  1534, 

6563.  655&;  «■»  6847 

Fraudulent  Trade  Marks  Bill,  g.,  1896 
Immigration,  6481 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  m.,  224^ 
Kalgoorlie   to  Port  Augusta   Itaiiway  Snrvey 

Bid,  m.,  2243,  46521  2B.,  S594 
Mail  Contracu,  Subletting  of,  g.,  988,  2312. 

2584,  2885.  5851;  adj.,  2521 
Manufacture!  i^ncouragement  Bill,  aR.,  8aog; 

com.  (short  title),  Saao,  8224 
Military : 

Commandantt'   Travelling  Allowances,  m,, 
1628 

Head  Dress,  7307 
Ministry : 

(Watson),  PolicT  of,  m.,  i4ax 

(Reid),  Position  of,  5245 
Paper,  Printing  of,  a.,  6480 
Patent  Office,  989 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 

Overtime,  South  Australia,  g,,  1289 

Port  Pirie,  Po»t-otoce,  j.,  403,  3471 

South  Australian  Officers,  q.,  3247 
Freferentiai  Railway  Rates,  g.,  2106 
Pxeferential  Trade,  ott.,  165;  m.,  8496 
Public  Service  : 

Excise  Officers,  South  Australia,  g.^  7411 

IncremenU,  tmffljr,  6424;  g.,  7410,  8093 

Salaries,  g.,  2184 

Traasferred  Officers,  g.,  79 
Questions  to  Private  Members,  g.,  7410 
Rifle  Clubs,  adj.,  7211 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  m.,  3606;  com.  (seat 

of  government),  3942 
Standing  Orders,  m,,  8598 
Supply  (1904-j),  OT.,  6573 
Supply  : 

Home  Affairs,  6404,  6424 

Trade  and  Customs,  6780 

Postmaster-General,  7037,  7230,  7233,  7239, 
7250 

Tariiff  Commission,  suffly,  6106 

Pulnford,  Senator  E.,  2few  South  Walu  : 
Acts  Interpretation  Bill,  com.  (regulatitma), 

Address-uk'Reply,  m.,  377 

Adjournment,  Easter,  in.,  644 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill, 
earn,  (schedule),  7486 

Appropris.tioD  Bill,  ik.,  8176;  (External  Af- 
fairs). 8269,  827r,  8264;  (Home  AffiUn), 
8363 ;  (Trade  and  Customs),  8370 

Business,  adj.,  5734;  m.,  7896 

Chinese  in  Transvaal,  m.,  567 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  aL,  6193, 
com.  (interpretation),  (representation 
of  partiea  at  hearing),  6533;  (minimum 
wage  and  preference),  6547 ;  3K.,  7381 

Fraudulent  Trade  Marks  Bill,  m.,  3158;  rt- 
com.,  *.*».,  3161;  31.,  3530;  M.,  3ua;  refOM. 
(prohibited  exports),  3534,  3537,  5654,  3655 
Further   Supplementary   Appropriation  Bill, 
1903-4,  2B.,  3564 

Immigration   Restriction  Act,  g.,  3634 

Imports,  M.,  3235 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey 

Bill,  21.,  8446 
Ministry,  FoIi<r|r  of,  as.,  5706 
Navigation  Bill,  g.,  543 


PnUford,  Senator  £. — eomHmud. 
Oversea  Mails,  g.,  3634 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  cam.  (in- 

toxicants  and  opium),  7922 
Petition,  Irregular,  m.,  7666 
Preferential  Trade,  obs.,  378;  g.,  7357; 

8331 

Russian  Attack  on  British  Fishing  Fleet,  m., 
6259 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  aK.,  1763;  torn. 
(determixution  of  seat  of  govemmoit), 
1881,  1890;  (area  of  Federal  territory), 

»95S»  »968 

Sea-Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  aS.,  7291 ;  com. 

(definiticn),  7393;  (certoin  clauses  prohibited 

m  bills  of  lading),  7400;  (commencemoit  of 

Act),  7403.  7404,  7405;  3»-.  7584 
Ships,  re-measurement  of,  f.,  3539 
Trade  Marks  Bill,  e»m.  (interpixetation),  2551; 

rteam.,  7383 

Quiok,  Hon.  Str  John,  Kt.,  Bendigo; 

Acts    Interpretation    Bill,  com.   (aiding  and 

abetting),  1039 
Agriculture,  Department  of,  m.,  3035,  6504 
Apples,  Australian,  g.,  3450 
Appropriation   (Worki   ana   Buildings)  Bill, 

com.,  7467 

Bills  of  Lading  for  Perishable  Products,  g., 

6382 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  2K.  adj., 930; 
com.  (interpretation),  1074;  (industrial  dis- 
pute), aa6o ;  (powers  of  the  Court),  3274 ;  (on 
whom  award  shall  be  binding),  2329 ;  (award 
not  to  be  challenged),  2364;  (minimum  wage 
and  preference),  2646,  26031  (registra- 
tion of  organizations),  3016 

Defenvc  Bill,  21.,  7494;  com,  (short  title), 
7501,  7502 

Elections,  Administration,  g.,  3246 

Federal  Agencies,  State  Taxation  of,  g.,  6479, 

Mmistry,  Position  of,  m.,  5041,  5053 
Oversea  Mail  Contracts,  g^,  1534,  7x13 
Outtiim,  Lieut.-Col.,  g.,  1605 
Pacific  Cable,  g.,  2692 
Price,  Colonel,  suffiy,  7440 
Produce  Depot,  London,  3573 
Protectionist  Party,  exfl.,  4973 
Public  Service,  Classification,  g.^  2655 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  w.,  3600 
Supply  : 

Parliament,  3x34 

Home  Affairs,  6398 

Defence,  703X 

Postmaster-General,  7244 
Telegraph  Messengers,  g.,  "j^io 

Raid,  Rt.  Hon.   G.  H.,  P.O.,  ICO.,  Eaet 

Addiess-in-Replpr.  m.,  83 
Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  4686 
Appropriation   (Works   and   Buildings)  Bill, 

com.  (issue  and  application  of),  7460 
Appropriaticok  Bill,         8150,  8x55 
Australia,  Map  of,  jv.,  7619 
Australia,  Political  Conditions,  g.,  5970 
Banking  and  Insurance,  g.,  8593 
Bills  of  Lading,  a.,  5841,  6383 
Braddoo,  Death  of  Sir  Edward,  si.,  15 
Budget,  5983,  6x08  i  adf,,  6x50 
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Keid.  KL  Hon.  G.  H..  F.C..  JL.C.~<aillim*4. 

Buiineuf  Otd«r  of,  M.*  4^66,  4403  j  4lLia« 

49»*.  557*'.  5587;  "y'-.  5937  i  <»o3j 
0505,  J.,  tt&fO,  74081  7423}  Mk,  7437, 

7430.  70»7*  77«>,  77".         *to»9»  *»9>i 
81 10 

Commonwealth  Laws,  f.,  7305 
Coinage,  j.,  7489,  771b ;  orf;.,  7809 
Conciliation  ud  Arbitiation  Billj  earn,  (intex- 
preution).  1096^  1 J37,  itkio ;  rteem.,  4531 ; 
^minimum  wage  and  preference),  2685,  MSti, 
36S9,  3697,  3700;  (regiitration  of  otgauiza- 
tioDsJ,  aJwit,  ah^o,  x^^i,  3991,  3035,  30*9; 
(employment  of  counsel),  30^ ;  (overMa 
shipping),  3308,  3396,  3383;  (confozmity  to 
common  rule),  3384;  od^.,  4197;  reeom-  (lu- 
leipietation),  4531}  {award  not  to  be  chai- 
leugedlt  4534,  4535;  (powen  of  CjuiI),  4536. 
4537;  (application  for  cancellation)]  433a; 
(resignation  pending  diipute),  453^}  (con- 
tempt of  Court),  4533;  (trade  leczets),  4533; 
(schedule  B),  4533 ;  (penalties),  45 ja ;  (jurii- 
diction),  4533;  recam.  (tnteipieiiition), 

4543 ;    cons,   amdts.    (interpretation),  7534, 
;630,  7631 J  (minimum  wage  and  preference), 
77^i>  78^1  79^5  >   (registration  of  organiu- 
{f-»'>  79'*7i  7990)*  799*1  «■»  8013,  8015 
Count  Out,  exft.,  4319,  4520;  6478 
Decimal  Coinagje,  q.,  6910 
Defence  Administration,  3293 
Due  D'Abnusi,  f.j  6595,  6698,  6699 
Duty  SUmpi,  3571 
Election!  t 
Administration,        1338,  f.,  4266 
Conduct  of,  m.,  1304 
Expenses  of,       M91,  8474 
Rolls,  J.,  5*^9;  suffly^  6218 
Emigration  Scheme :  Cotton  Growing,  5630 
English  Hul  Contract,      6480,  601,  6595, 
8591 

Estimates,  obs.,  6883.  6884-5 

Federal  Agencies,  State  Taxation  of,  q.,  6479, 

6563,  6596,  688a,  6918,  7111;  68i45 
Federal  Capital,  j.,  3070,  7307;  8560 
Flumelette,  0.,  7948 
Fodder  Freight,  5853 
Government  Contracts,  f.,  4403,  5590 
Higgins,  Mr.,  attendance  of,  4401 
High  Commissioner,  q.,  4530 
High  Court,  q.,  5593 
Hindoo  Races,  q.,  5593,  6478 
Home  Rule  for  Ireland,  f.,  8093 
Immigration,  q.,  5738,  6481 
Immigration  Restriction  Act,        4497,  4519; 

exfl.,  4758,  481 1  i  q.,  5970,  6478,  6563.  6883- 

3,  6919,  7619,  8093 
Impeiial  Defence,  8307 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  m.,  1136; 
8200 

Kal^ooilie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Sumy 

Bdl,        4674;  3R.,  5595  J  e«m.  (surrey  of 

route),  7s6o,  3a.,  7571 
King's  Birthday,        6699,  6786 
Labour  Caucus,  q.,  3798 
Lepers  in  Queensland,       6qiq,  7411 
Lite  Assurance  Companies  Bill,  8300 
Locomotive  Tenders,  q.,  7944,  7945 
Mail  Service,  South  Pacific,  q., 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  0.,  5590, 

6698,  7945:  obs.,  5703;  as,,  58841  «//.,  5897; 

eem.  (short  title),  8318 
Map  of  Anstralia,  7619 
Maxell  ItlaDds,  q.j  6595 
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Military  Banners,  11(149 

Military  :  Sergeant  J  ■  1^  ■  atmmotts,  f 7533 

dlinisiry  : 

(JJeaiaaf,  iUsignation  of,  si.,  nyt;  Dctm 

ui.  q.,  4^5 
(Watson),  i'oiicy  of,         1353  ^  tfotutau  ol, 

f.a,,  4>4i>  4»43»  4*40.  4"4»i  m.t.».,  4153; 

iJeteat  ol,  440a 
(Keid),    ^ew  AdmmuUatiuu,  4^03. 

Policy  of,         4340  i   adj.,  4690,  4094. 

4695 ;  h  ormation  of,  4519 ;  Positiua  ui, 
47071  exfi.,  4758)  f.o.^  5113 
New  Ouinea,  Administration  ot  Justice, 
8361 

New  Gumea  Mail  Senrioe,  f.,  2|i^ 

New  Uebiidet:  Mail  Service,        7021,  73^;, 

7413,  7531;  French  annexation  ^posal,  q., 

7947*  »476 

New  boutli  Wales,  i-'inancea  01,  tsft.t  5046 

Nitrogen  Fertilizer,  q.,  6833 

Uld-Age  i'ensiuoit,  q.,  4491)1  4O81 

fapua  (Bnttah  New  Ciuinea)  Bin,  aa.,  4t>76, 
com,  (office  of  Lieutenant-Governor),  4t>77i 
(appointment  of  oflicers),  4677 }  (power  to 
grant  land),  4678 ;  (submission  of  questions  to 
v^uncii),  4679!  (LegialatiTe  CooncU),  4680^ 
570a,  5703,  6506,  6511,  6516;  (Civii  List), 
4D81 ;  (meetings  of  i:^ecutiTe),  b505 ;  (piotu 
Dition  of  intoxicants),  6536,  75541  7556,  753II, 
cotu.  amdts.,  8600,  8606 

Parliament,  Dissolution  of,  7488 

Parliamentary  Papers,  8593 

Parliamentary  Refreshment  Room,  f-,  6883 

Police  Oveztimei  f.,  8617 

Preferential  Trade,  obs.,  loi,  4347,  4739,  630f, 
6256,  8018-9,  8330;  J.,  5630,  6504,  6698,7409, 
7716,  8090,  83061  M.,  8334,  8351,  8549,  8550 

Premiers'  Conference,  f.,  7717 

Private  Members'  Bunneu,  8593 

Public  Service: 
Increments,  f.,  7411,  7716,  7839,  8094,  adj., 
8361 

Fortnightly  Payments,  7618 
Queenscliff  Road  Grant,  q.,  yin,  8307 
Queensland  Representation,  7113 
K^bit  Destruction,  4403 
Railway  Rates,  q.,  5846.  ^7,  5971 
Referendum,  q.,  8200 
Rifle  Clubs,  adj.,  7313 

Russian  Attack  on  British  Fishing  Fleet,  f., 

S969.  7<73;  6296 
Rust  in  Wheat,  6700 

Sea-Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  SK.,  8156;  t»m. 
(application  of  Act^,  8330;  (bilU  of  lading), 
8331,  8333,  8327,  8339;  recfim.,  8354,  8355; 
«>M.  tdwits.,  8553,  8554 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  f.ff.,  3484;  m.,  3483. 
3503,  3519,  3533,  3607;  earn,  (seat  of  go- 
vernment), 3M0,  3939,  3945;  (area  of  Federal 
territory).  3954,  3983.  3^:  f-.  3935 

Select  Committee :  Evidence,  q.,  6564 

Silver  Coinage,  g.,  7^33 

Sittings  of  Uie  House,        7618;  sc.,  7813 

Six  Potters  Prosecution,  g.,  ^698 

Socialism,  Ministerial  Attitude  towards,  f., 
4520 

Speaker,  Election  of,  as.,  it;  obt.,  13 
Standing  Orders,  «.,  8093,  S475,  8593 
Sugar  Boontf  Act,  g.,  5589,  6595,  79^ 
Sugar  Bounties,  g.^  7113.  7173 
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6575.  6770.  6771.  6773,  6775 
ipply  Bill  (No.  a),  «.,  3575 
■pply  :  m.,  6755 

External  Affaira,    6251,  625a,    7255,  7323, 

7327 

Home  Affairs,  6606,  6607,  66i»,  6614,  66x6, 

6638,  6647 
Postmaster-General,  7177,  7333,  7234 
Trade  and  Customs,  6720,  6749,  6750 
Treasury,  6785 

iriff  Commission,  f.,  5630,  6595,  7206,  7217, 
2218,  7410,  7523,  7716;  sufflp  5982,  6108  J 
ways  and  means,  7442,  7446;  ohs.j  7534, 
8150 

;ndcrs.   Local,    Preference   to,   adj.,  5755; 
5852 

)bacco  Monopoly,  obs.,  6833 

ade  Marks  Bill,  q.,  6698;  adj.,  8230 

easurer.  Reported  Resignation  of,  q.,  6699 

nemployed,  adj.,  3349 

arships.  Coaling  of,  adj.,  6531,  7530 

ant  of  Confidence  Debate,  adj.,  4973,  5288 

hite  Ocean  Policy,  g.,  7206 

ilks,  Mr.,  Alleged  Speech  by,  q.,  6088 

linson,  Mr.        Watmon  : 
Idress-in-RepIy,  m.,  317 
idget,  6117 

isiness,  Order  of,  adj.,  5582 
snciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  2R.,  894 ; 
com.  (interpreution),  1175,  1706,  1707,  1725, 
1808,  1914,  2075,  3202,  2203;  (not  to  dismiss 
employes  on  account  of  award),  2221 ;  (consti- 
tution of  Court),  2234;  (term  of  office  of 
ordinary  members),  2236;  (disputes  of  whicli 
the  Court  has  cognizance),  2274;  (reference 
by  organication),  2289;  (on  whom  award  is 
to  be  binding),  2344;  (awards  and  orders 
to  prevail  over  State  aw.trds  and  orders), 
2357;  (award  not  to  be  challenged),  2366; 
(powers  of  Court),  2392,  2393  2397,  3409; 
(powers  of  Court),  2458,  3460,  2466;  exfl., 
2470^  (minimum  wage  and  preference),  2554, 
2566,  2699 ;  (recovery  of  penalties),  2710 ; 
(registration  of  organizations),  2899;  recom., 
4530;  (rules),  3063,  3064;  (employment  of 
counsel),  ^093;  (oversea  dipping),  3198, 
3381;  (limitation  of  preference),  3385;  m., 
4049 ;  eons,  amdts.  (interpretation),  7632 ; 
(minimum  wage  and  preference),  7849 
uty  Stamps,  f.,  3571 

.ections  :  Administration,  m.,  1324,  q.,  3427 
;deral  Agencies,  State  Taxation  of,  m.,  6847 
;deral  Capital,  m.,  2383;   q.,  3032,  3329 
algoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  com.  {survej  of  route),  7562 
anuf actures  Encouragement  Bill,  2K.,  5701 ; 
com.   (short  title)),  8223 
inistry  : 

(Watson),  Policy  of,  m.,  1441 
(Reid),  Policy  of,       4499;  Position  of,  m., 
4S00 

itents  Commissioner,  m.,  719 
atents.  Provincial,  q.,  7411 
apua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.  (pro- 
hibition of  intoxicants],  7549;  cons,  amdts., 
8610 

referential  Trade,  cbs.,  319;  8519 
ublic  Service  :  Transferred  officers,  2696 
?at  of  Government  Bill,  3R.,  3413;  349a< 
3606 ;  com.  (seat  of  government),  3688 
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Standing  Orders,  8594 
States  Governments,  Services  to,  3933 
Supply  : 

Trade  and  Customs,  6708 

Defence,  6971 

Postmaster- General,  7048 
Tenders,  Local,  Preference  to,  adj.,  5752 
Tobacco  Monopoly,  m.,  7740 

Ronald,  Hon.  J.  B.,  Stmlhtm  Melbowmt: 
AddresB-in-Reply,  639 
Budget,  m.t  6015 
Bosiness,  m.,  7724 

Chinese  in  Transvaal,  m.,  798 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (inter- 
pretation), 1180,  2000;  (oversea  shipping), 
3325;  ffl.  4200;  recom.  (compromise),  4541; 
ex^.f  4917 ;  cons,  amdts.  (minimum  wage 
and  preference),  7964 

Home  Rule  for  Ireland,  m.,  7730;  8019, 
8092 

Immigration  Restriction  Act';  Administration, 

5970 

Life  Assurance  Companies  Bill,  com.  (limita- 
tion of  assurance),  8333 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  2B.,  5697 
Ministry  ;  Position  of,  m.,  49i4>  4938 
New  Guinea,  Administration  of  Justice,  adj., 

8359 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.  (pro- 
hibition of  intoxicants),  7344 

Preferential  Trade,  obs.,  641,  4941;  «.,  8547 

Public  Service  : 

Classification,  q.,  7619 
Increments,  q.,  4632 
Salaries   q.,  4631 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  com.  (seat  of  gorem- 
ment),  3750 

Supply  : 
Postmaster-General,  7049 

Tariff  Commission,  suffly,  6015 

Unemployed,  adj.,  3338 

Salmon,  Hon.  G.  O.,  Laantcoorit  : 
Adjournment :  Special,  m.,  4689 
Agriculture,  Department  of,  m.,  6494 
Appropriation  Bill,  ^s.,  8138 
Chairman  of  Committees,  ebt,,  685 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  ad.  ref., 
8015 

Defence  Bill,  2s,,  7492 
Election  Pledges,  f.o.,  4509 
Government  Contracts,  q.,  4498 
High  Court,  Fees,  q.,  2798 

KalgooiHe  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  3B.,  5601 
Letters,  Late  Fee,  adj.,  3327 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  2B.,  5697; 

a*';-!  5895;  ai.,  8307;  ex^.,  8235 
Military  : 

Forces,  Statement  by  Lt.-Col.    Neild,  q., 
2426 

Magazine  Rifle  Clip,  q.,  6917 

Promotions,  g.,  2653,  2692 

Army  Medical  Corps,  q.,  7618 
Ministry  :  Position  of,  m.,  5198;  exfl.^  5559 
New  Hebrides,  q.,  8476 
Preferential  Trade,  m.,  8551 
Standing  Orders,  m.,  8594 
Supply,  f.o,,  6565 
Tariff  Commission,  obs.,  5211 
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Agriculture,  Department  of,   fn.,  6503 

AgpropiiatioD  Bill,  3K.,  8122 

Cbinesc  in  Transvaal,  m.,  S02 

Conciliation  aad  AibitratioD  Billi  com.  (inter- 
pretation), 1995,  2191 ;  (minimuia  wage  and 
preference),  3672;  exfl.,  3173,  363a  J  cchs. 
amdts.  (interpretation),  7642,  7750;  (mini- 
mum wage  and  preference),  7807,  ^052 

Defence  Bill,  2B.,  7496;  com.  (Counctl  of  De- 
fence), 7506 

Federal  Capital,       aSoo;  adj.^  3466 

Kalgooilie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  m.,  4649;  2R.,  5604 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  2R.,  SaoS 

Mail  Contracts,  subletting  of,  adj.,  2528 

Ministry  ; 
(Watson),  Policy  of,  m.,  1456 
(Reid),  Position  of,  m.,  5162 

Preferential  Trade,  obs.,  675 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  com.  (seat  of  go- 
vernment), 3768 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.,  4930 

Supply  : 
External  Affairs,  6318 
Trade  and  Customs,  6719 
Defence,  6927,  702S 
Postmaster-General,  7333 

Tariff  Commission,  obs.,  5168 

Smith,  Hon.  Bruce,  K.C.,  Parkta  : 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  344,  403 
Banking  and  Insurance^  8593 
Budget,  6136 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (powei 
to  make  orders),  2713;  (enforcement  of 
award],    3721 ;    (employment  of  counsel), 

3080;  (oversea  shippmg),  3121,  3174;  cffns. 
amdts.  (minimum  wage  and  preference), 
7851,    7872    (registration    of  organizations), 

7996 

Chairman  of  Committees,  exfl.,  403 
Federal  Capital,  q.,  5592,  5630 
Government  Contracts,  5590 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  m.,  4547;  2K.,  5596;  com.  (suirvej  of 

route),  7561 

Ministry  :   (Watson),   Policy  of,  exfZ.^  13931 

Preferential  Trade,  ats.,  347-8,  351;  g.,  8306; 

w.,  85^1 

Sea-Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  2K.,  8163;  ecm. 
(application  of  Act),  8320;  (bills  of  ladU)[), 
8323,  8325,  SJ56 

Seat  of  Goveminent  Bill,  com.  (area  of  Fe- 
deral Territory),  3970 

Stelling  Case,  q.,  3071,  3r73 

Sugir  Production,  Queensland,  6203 

Supply  ; 
Htme  Affairs,  6629,  6636,  6640 

Tenders,  Local,  Preference  to,  5590;  adf.t 
5753 

Smith,  Senator  Hon.  H.  Btaniforth  C. 

Western  Awstralia  : 

Address-in-Repl^,  m.,  246 
Alien  Immigration,  f.,  835,  1256 
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Appropriation  Bill,  com.   (External  Affairs), 
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Smith,   Senator    Hon.    M,    Stanifortb  C- — can- 
tinued. 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings]  Hilt, 
com.  iscliedule),  74S2 

British   New   Guinea,  1464,   3153,  3529; 

adi  ,  2882;  «  ,  5831 

Bucklev,  Captain  P.  N.,  939 

Bufter  Substitutes,  q.,  5^3 

Chinese  in  Transvaal,  m.,  561 

Conciliation   and   Arbitration   Bill,  as.,  5930 

Cuit'.mK  Kniii''.  Fr-tuduleot,  a!t50 

Easier  Adjournment,  m.,  644 

Federal  Capital,  q.,  543,  1291,  6786;  Ljnd- 
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Fraudulent  Trade  Marks  Bill,  com,  (interpre- 
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adj.,  8469 

Life  Assurance,  2856 

Marshall  Islands,  m.,  7365,  7366;  adj.^  7941. 
7943 
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6325 
Military  : 
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New  Hebrides,  q.,  1464^  2173,  2856;  m.,  3646; 
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Silver  Coinage,  q.,  6279,  6325 
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Supplementary  Appropriation  Bill,  1903-4; 
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Administration,  q.,  456,  665,  7948 
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English  Mail  Contract,  q.,  6480,  64S1 
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Government   Contracts,  q.,  4497,  4498)  5590> 
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Lyne,  Sir  W.,  Charges  by,  f.e.,  5044 
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Smith,  Hon.  Sydney — continued. 
Iilail  Contracts  : 

English  Mails,  g.,  6298 

Minimum  Wage,  q.,  5851 

Subletting  of,  q.,  5831 
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Telegraphist,  Jervis  Bay,  q.,  452r 
Telephone  Attendants,  j.,  5853,  5970 
Telephone  Extension,  suffty,  4936 
Trees,  Destruction  of,  adj.,  7839 
Warmatta  Telephone,  /j.,  6210^  7489 
Woolloongabba  Post-office,  f.,  6297 

Preferential  Trade,  ebs.,  ^11 

Public  Service  t 
Classification  Scheme,  suffly,  3289 
Increments,  a.,  S590 
Leave,  q.,  6699 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  m.,  3499,  3jli, 
3521 ;  com.  (seat  of  government),  3695,  3S75 

Socialism,  q.j  4^30 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  M.,  4936 

Suppl'v  r 

Postmaster-General,  7103,  7201,  7202,  7223, 
-228,  7231,  7239,  7248 
Tenderers  : 

Exemptions  from  Duty,  g.,  7522;  obs.,  7858 
Preference  to,        5£'9o,  Ss^i;  od;.,  5750 

BpanoA,  Hon,  W.  Q.,  Darling  : 

Agriculture,   Department  of,   m.,  5870 
Budget,  m.,  6099 
Business,  q.,  7730 

Children,  State  Control  of,  exfl.,  4988 
Chinese  in  Transvaal,  m.,  746 
Chinese  on  Cable  Steamer,  q.,  760 

Coinage,  ad/.,  7811 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com,  (in- 
terpretation), 1798,  1819,  1944,  204S,  3062, 
2066,  2192,  2210;  (organization  ordering  its 
members  to  refuse  to  offer  or  accept  employ* 
ment),  2216 ;  (industrial  dispute),  2267 ; 
(reference  by  organization),  2283;  (on  whom 
award  is  to  be  binding),  2336}  (award  not 
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Spcnce,  Hon.  W.  G. — continued. 

to  be  challenged),  3360;  (powers  of  CourtJ. 
2390.  2398,  2412,  2420,  2437,  2457;  (mini- 
mum wage  and  preference],  2614;  (power  of 
inspection),  2704,  2706;  (registration  of  or- 
ganizations), 2742,  3834,  2920;  (employment 
of  counsel),  3082;  {over-sea  shipping),  3330, 
3360;  (offer  to  compromise),  3308;  (schedule 
B),  3391;  f-i  4056;  cons,  amdit.  (interpre- 
tation), 7636 ;  (minrmum  wa^e  and  prefer- 
ence), 7826,  7882,  7886;  (registration  of  or- 
ganizations), 7984;  m.,  S012,  8017 
Debate,  Limitation  of,  7433 
Elections :    Administration,   'q.,    7114,  7521, 

7716;  adj.,  7308 
Kai^oorlic  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey 

Bill,  2R.,  5599 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  2R.,  5874 
Ministry:   Policy  of,  m.,  4427;  Position  ofi 

m.,  4866,  4882 
Old-age  I'ensions,  m.,  7121 
Papua   (British    New    Guinea)    Bill,  com. 

{prohibition  of  intoxicants^,  7548 
Parliament  House,  Ventilation  of,  adj.,  3667 
Preferential  Trade,  obs.,  4428,  4883 
Public  Service  Classification,  suffly,  3283 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  aR.,  3428;  «.,  3494, 
3532 ;  com.  (seat  of  government),  3601^  3943i 
3945;    (area   of   Federal   territory),  3984, 
3986 

Sittings  of  the  House,  m.,  7812 

Supply  : 

Dc^nce,  6965,  6974 
External  Aflairs,  6308 
The  Parliament,  6245 

Postmaster-General,  7039,  7204,  73ai,  7226, 
7246 

Tariff  Commission,  obs.,  4883;  suffly,  6099; 

ways  and  means,  7453 
Tenders,  Local,  Preference  to,  otf;.,  5748 

Stawart,  Senator  Hon.  J.  C,  Queensland  : 

Acts   Interpretation   Bill,   com.   {aiding  and 

abetting),  549 
Addresi-in-Reply,  m.,  394 
Appropriation   (Works   and   Buildings)  Bill> 

IB.,  7474  i  cam.  (schedule),  7479,  7480,  7484, 

7487 

Appropriation  Bill,  m.,  8183;  com.  (The  Par- 
liament), 8353,  8257,  825q,  S262,  8263;  (Ex- 
ternal Affairs),  8264,  8266,  8271,  8374;  At- 
torney-General), 8296,  8298  ;  (Home  Affairs), 
S29S,  8300,  8305,  8363,  8401;  (Treasury), 
8364  J  (Defence),  8397.  8399 

British  New  Guinea,  m.,  5824 

Business,  adj.,  5445,  5732;  ?•>  8231,  8362 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  aR.,  5731; 
com.  (interpretation).  6360,  6468;  (rules  of 
Court),  6666,  6668,  6672 :  (registration  of 
organizations),  6694,  700S ;  cons,  amdis., 
8051;  (registration  of  organizations),  8086 

Defence  Bill,  com,  (amendment  of  definition), 
7897 ;  (non-commissioned  officers),  7897 ; 
(seniority  of  officers),  7898;  (Council  of  De- 
fence),  7910 

Mail  Contracts,  adj.,  8567 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  ad.  ref.t 
8409 

Preferential  Trade,. uij.,  396 
Public  Service  : 

Examinations,  suffly,  4983 

Letter  Carriers,  suffly,  4985 
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Stewart,  Senator  Hon.  J.  C. — tontinmed. 

Queen  Victoria  Memorial,  g.,  8168 

Russian  Attaclc  on  British  Wishing  Fleet,  m., 

6a57,  6273 
Sca-Carnagc  of  Goods  Bill,  3R.,  7588 
Sittings  of  Senate,  m.,  7S94 
Sugar  Industry,  m,,  7081 

Supplementary  Appropriation  Bill,  cam.f  2178 
Supply  BUI  (No.  4).  4983 

atoirer,  Mr.  D.,  Bom: 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  23 
Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  3343 
Agriculture,  Department  of.,  m.,  3060 
"Budget,  6234 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  m.,  930 ; 
£om.  (interpretation),  1240,  aooi,  2079, 
2200;  (disclosure  of  trade  secrets),  3076;  m., 
4343 

Elections  :  Conduct  of,  «.,  1309 

Federal  Agencies,  State  Taxation  of,  y.,  2250 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Snrrej 

Bill,        4656;  2R.,  5626;  com.  (survey  of 

route),  7570 
Land  Settlement,  suffly,  2606 
Life  Assurance  Companies  Bill,  2B.,  7134 
Mails,  King  Island,  m.,  1628 
Ministry  : 

(Watson),  Policy  of,  1667 

(Reid),  Policy  of,  adf.,  4353 
Parliament  House,  Ventilation  of,  adj.,  3670 
Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.  (pro- 
hibition of  intoxicants),  7329,  7550 
Preferential  Trade,  abs.,  24 
Public  Service  :  Increments,  supply,  6429 
Seat  of   Government  Bill,  m.,  3524,  3606; 

com.  (seat  of  government),  3723 
Supply  (1904.5),  6583 
Supply  : 

Home  Affairs,  64:9 

Trade  and  Customs,  6748,  6783 

Postmaster-General,  7140 
Tariff  Commission,  ods.,  7458 
Unemployed,  adj.^  3339 

Story,  BwiatOF  W.        South  AiutnUia  .• 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  BUI,  aS.,  62S9 
Consumptive  Immigrants,     ,  6032 
Military  : 

Afmy  Service  Corps,  g.,  4284 

Ordnance  Department,  5706 


Styles,  Sanator  Hon.'J.,  Victoria  : 

Adjournment,  Special.,  m.,  4987 
Appropriation  Bill,  com.  (Parliament),  8255, 

8264;  (External  Affairs),  8289;  (Defence), 

8392 

Carroll,  Major,  case  of,  m.,  769a 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Sumy 
Bill,  2B.,  8419;  m.,  8462 

Ministry  :  Policy  of,  m.,  4378 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.  (ap- 
pointment of  Lieutenant-Governor),  7795, 
2797;  (appointment  of  officers),  7798 

Preferential  Trade,  obt.,  4383 

Privilege,  m.,  tstg 

Public  Works  :  Day  I.,abour,  m.,  2866 

Seat  of  Govemi&ent  Bill,  aa.,  1746;  ttm. 
(area  of  Federal  texzitory),  19551 


Symon,  Sanator  Hon.  Sir  J.  H,,  WLOMJU*, 

K.C.,  Sooth  Australia: 

Adjoummeot,  Special,  m.,  987,  46S3,  4986, 
49871  6532,  6849,  7172,  7805;  adj.,  5445 

Australian  Affairs,  q.,  7473 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill,  IL, 
74751  7477;  'Of^-  (siiort  title),  7479; 

(schedule),  7481,  7484,  7486 

Appropriation  Bill,  2B.,  8186;  cent.  (Pariia- 
ment),  8254^  8259,  8261,  8263,  8264;  (Ex- 
ternal Affairs),  8265,  8267,  8268,  8273,  8275, 
82()o;  (Attorney -General),  S297;  (Home  Af- 
fairs), 8298,  8399,  8300,  8301,  S403;  (Trade 
and  Customs),  8366,  8373,  8384;  (Defence], 
8395 

Blue  Jackets  and  Lumpers,  q.,  6033 

British  New  Guinea,  m.,  5809 

Business,  Order  of,  1182-83,  7892,  7893, 

7894,  8231,  8362;  adj.,  5732,  6088;  f.,  5902; 

obs.,  61^1 

China  Oil,  g.,  6279,  6432,  6650,  7256,  7574, 
7890 

Cbineie  in  Western  Australia,  q.,  7160,  7^74 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  st.,  ^10, 
6291 ;  com,  (iaterprctation),  6331,  6352,  0381, 
6441,  6453,  6465;  (penalty  if  offence  re- 
peated), 6471 ;  (employers  or  employes  re- 
fusing to  offer  or  accept  employment),  6471; 
(organization  entitled  to  be  represented), 
6472 ;  (minimum  wage  and  preference), 
6562,  (f-o.,  6653),  6653;  (rules  of  Court), 
6667,  6669,  6671  i  (industrial  registrar),  6673, 
6674 ;  (registration  of  organizations),  6674, 
6825,  6827,  6850,  6993,  7018,  {f.o.,  7019), 
7099;  ^adoption  of  rules  by  proclaimed  or- 
ganizations), 7109 ;  (navigation  clauses),  7160; 
earn,  amdti.,  8036;  8055,  8056,  8058, 

8060,  8063,  8064;  (minimum  wage  and  pre- 
ference), 8066;  ad.  rep.,  80S9 
Cotton  Industry,  q.,  6^73 
Customs  Officers,  q.,  5704 
Customs  Revenue,  j.,  5795 
Days  of  Meeting,  g.,  26;  m.,  6325,  6327 
Defence  Administration,        7r6o,  8230 
Defence    Bill,    2B.,    7602 ;    com.  (Inspector- 
General   and   Director  of   Naval  Forces), 
7897;     (non-commissioned    officers],  7897; 
(seniority   of   officers),   7898;    (CoBncil  of 
Defence),  7899,  7904,  7909 
Evidence  Bill;  2B.,  4338 

Federal  Agencies,  Sute  Taxation  of,  g.,  6532 
Federal  Capital :  Lyndhunt  Site,  m.,  14166, 
ff..  6786 

Fraudulent  Trade  Maries  Bill,  M.,  X46S 

Harvesters,  q.,  6786 

High  Commissioner,  g.,  5792 

Immigration  Restriction  Act :  Administratioo, 

S;  4581,  7574 
Immigrants,  consumptive,  q.,  6033 
Imperial  Conference,  q.,  8131 
Japanese  Goods,  /j.,  7364,  7574 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  f-,  4461, 

468r,  5704,  603a,  6975,  8168 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  AugusU  Railway  Snrrey 

Bill,  2B.,  8414;  f.e.,  8465;  adj.,  8473 
Kanakas,  q.,  7as6_ 

Life  Assurance  Companies  Bill,  f 836a 
Linotype  Operators,  q.,  789a 
Mail  Contracts,  adj.,  8566 
Mail  Services,  Islands,  q.,  SitiS 
Marriage  Laws,  q.,  7669,  7892 
Manfaall  Iilaads,  f.,  7256;  m„  7371 
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ion,  Senator  Hon.  Sir  J.  H.,  K.C.M.G., 
K.C. — continued. 

ctric  Syitem  of  Weights  and  Measures^  f., 

6335 

iilitar^ : 

Administration,  g.,  67S6 
Army  Service  Corps,  f.,  4385 
Artillery  and  Warlike  Stores,  4354 
Council  of  Defence,  q.,  5795 
Guns,    Conversion    and    Purchase   of,  q.y 
4285 

Guns,  Obsolete,  4285 
Head  Coveriag,  6849 
Instructional  Stails,       6650,  6976 
Maior-General  Huttoa,  q.,  42S3 ;  m.,  4683, 
4683 

Major  Carroll,  Case  of,  m.,  6803,  6804}  f., 

7256,  7257,  7890,  836a,  8570 
Ordnance  Department,  q.,  5706 
inistjy  :  Formation  of,  obs.f  43S4 ;  policy  of, 

4328.  5706 
otioos  without  Notice,  obi,,  1463 
aval  Board,  q.,  8570 
avigation  Bill,  2>.,  859 
ew  Gmnea  :  Aborigines,  q.,  653a,  6849 
ew   Hebrides,   q.,   6153,   716a,   7357,  7474, 
789T,  8168 

srth-West  Coast  Survey,  q.,  5706 
iciiic  Cable,  tuffly,  4986;  q.,  5705 
icific  Island  Labourers  Act,  q.,  7573 
icific  Islands  Mail  Service,  q.,  6153 
Lpua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  sB.,  7613, 
77^3;   com.  (short  tiae),  7793,  7793;  (ap- 
pointment  of    Lieutenant-Governor),  7795, 
7797.    7798;    (transfer   of    officers),  7799; 
(Legislative  Council),  7799;  (import  duties}, 
7800;   {ordinances),  7803 j  (public  reveaues 
and   money),   7802;   (consolidated  revenue 
fund),  7803;  (power  to  grant  land),  791 1 ; 
(intoxicants  and  opium),   7935,  8021,  8033, 
S405,  8406;  (Legislative  Council),  8407 
irliamentary  Evidence  Bill,  as.,  5797,  5804 
irliamentary  Library,  5705 
ttition.  Irregular,  q.,  7665 
cferential  Railway  Rates,  q,,  856a 
eferential  Trade,  tfii.,  4332;  y.,  7357 
cmiers'   Conference,  j.,  7773,  789a 
blic  Service  : 

Assurance  Policies  of  Officers,  q.,  4283,  €650 
Examinations,  tupfiy,  4985 ;  q.,  5794 
Pensions,  q.^  6976 

Public  Servants  and  Politics,  q.,  4382 
leen  Victoria  Memorial,  q.,  8168 
lie  Teams,  Travelling  Expenses  of,  4383 
ssian  Attack  on  British  Fishing  Fleet,  m., 
)257,  6376,  6436 

sso-Japaneie  War,  q.,  5705;  adj.,  5737 
1  Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  2R.,  7286,  com, 
definition),  7390;  (application  of  Act),  7396, 
'J^Q;  (certain  clauses  prohibited  in  bills  of 
ading),  7401,  (contracts)  7403,  (penalties) 
-403,  (commencement  of  Act),  7403,  7407; 
|R.,  7590;  cons,  amdts.,  8409,  S4r2 
it  of  Government  Bill,  aR.,  1477,  f.o.^  i^i'j, 
523 ;  com.  (short  title),  1783 ;  (seat  of 
[overnment),  1784 

ect  Committee;  Case  of  Senator  Lt.-Col. 

Neild,  obt.,  735S,  7359,  7360,  7361,  7364 

ect  Committee,  obs.,  4581 

vet  Coinage,  f.,  6279,  6335 

tings  of  the  House,  m.,  7894,  7896 


Symon,  Senator  Hon.   Sir  J.  H.,  K.C.U.G., 
K.C. — continued. 

Statistician,  Commonwealth,  q.,  6531 
Sugar  Duties,  j.,  6975;  m.,  7090;  q.,  8i68 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  IB.,  4310;  3«.,  4310;  ctm 

(Defence),  4333,  4337 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4).  4985 
Supply  Bill  (No.   5),   iK.,  6043;    21.,  6043^ 

com.,  6043 
Tobacco  Monopoly,  q.,  S362,  8562 
Trade  Marks  Bill,  q.,  6650,  recom.  ("Trade 

Union,"  and  "Trade  Union  Mark"),  4335, 

4336 ;  (registralion),  4338,  rectm.^  7283,  7284, 

7599 

Wool,  Export  Tax  on,  6976 

Thomas,  Hon.  J.,  Barritr: 
Address-in-Reply,  m.,  633 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (regis- 
tration of  organizations),  2648,  3831;  M//., 
4231 

Debate,  Limitation  of,  m.,  7437 
Drawbacks,  2959 
Elections :  Administration,  f.,  3347 
High  Court,  5593 

Immigration  Restrictioa  Act :  Administntion, 
2584 

Iron  Bonus  Commission,  q.,  171 

Mails,  Carriage  of,  q.,  8200,  8589,  8591 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  3>.,  5769, 

com,  (short  title),  8333 
Military  :  Ordnance  Branch  Officials,  f.,  7020 
Ministry  ; 

(Watson),  Defeat  of,  q.,  440a 

(Reid),  Position  of,  m.,  5105;  cxft.^  5113 
Navigation  Bill,  Commission,  q.,  2659 
New  Hebrides  Mail  Service,  q..  7021 
Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.  [pro* 

hibition  of  intoxicants),  7546,  7556 
Patents,  q.,  7717 
Postal  Inspectors,  q.,  2959 
Preferential  Trade,  obs.,  637 
Public  Service  Classification,  2368 
Standing  Orders,  ot.,  8595 
Stead,  Mr.  W.  T.,  719 
Supply  (1904-5),  m.,  6565,  6582 
Supply  : 

Postmastez-General,  7140,  7200.  7202,  7219, 
.    7337,  7238,  7354 

Tariff  Commission,       7306;  obs.,  7461 

Thomson,  Mr.  David,  Ca'pricoinia : 
Address-in-Replv,  m.,  515 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Dill,  com.  (inter> 
pretation),  2199;  (registration  of  organiza- 
tions), 3015 ;  m.,  4259 ;  cons,  amendments 
(interpretation),  7759 

Elections  :  Administration,  q.,  4403' 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  as.,  5623 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  2K.,  5959 

Ministry  :  Position  of,  m.,  5561 

Rifle  Clubs,  adj.,  7310 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  com,  (scat  of  go- 
vernment), 3926 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  in.,  4930 
Supply  : 
Extern 


ixtemal   Affairs,  6333 
Postmaster-General,  7336 
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Thomaon,  Hon.  Dugald,  North  Sydney: 
AddzeM-in-Reply,  m.,  135 
AdTcrtiiing  Mattcri  Duty  oa,  sup^y,  4930 
Agpiopriatioa  Bill,  ccm.,  7467,  7469 
British  Importi,  Duties  oa,  f.,  666,  759 
Business,  Conduct  of,  ad;.,  1461 
Chinese  in  Transvaul   m.,  720 
Coinage,  m.,  2377 

CommODwealth   Contracts,   Day   Labour,  g., 
6564 

Commonwealth  Stock,  f.,  585 

Ccmciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  2s.,  791, 
900,  com.  (iQterpictatioa),  1709,  1737,  iBlS, 
2049,  3066,  2077,  3078,  3185,  2204,  3305 ; 
(penalty  in  case  offence  repeated  or  con- 
tinued), 2214;  (State  Court  to  cease  dealing 
with  dispute  on  request  of  the  Court),  2274 
3295,  2304;  (reference  by  organization), 
3380,  3294;  (on  whom  award  is  to  be  bind- 
ing)! 2335  J  (powers  of  Court),  3402,  3450, 
3464,  2466,  3482,  2485;  (minimum  wage  and 
preference),  3496,  3539,  2646,  3647 ;  (power 
of  inspection),  2705;  (registration  of  organi- 
zations), 3737  i  (employment  of  counsel), 
3089;  (offer  to  compiomise)  3388;  (limita- 
tion of  Act),  3390;  (schedule  B),  3391 
Customs  House,  Sydney,  1351 

Elections  : 

Administration,  g.,  490,  4403,  7113,  7114, 
7"S»  7»73.  77*6;  ad;.,  7320;  3.,  7521, 
7947;  1319;   supfiy,  6413 

Officers,  Payments  to,  0383 

Registrars,  a.,  6298 

Rolls,  s-.,  5849,  5850,  6099,  6308  J  tupfty, 
6317 

Reorganization  of  Department,  g.,  8593 
English  Mail  Service,  f.,  3017 
Federal    Capital,   adj.,   643,    756,    3310;  S'» 

5593.  5630 
Foreign  Shippmg,  g.,  1351 
Immigration  Restriction  Act ;  Administration, 

g.,  6gig 

Kalgoorlie   to    I'ort   Augusta    Railway,  m., 

1133,  1136,  3343 
Kalgoorlie  to  i'ort  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,        4543;  3H.,  5593,  5628 
Life  and  Accident  Assurance,  m,,  1003 
Lyne,  Sir  W.,  Charges  by,  f.o.,  5045 
Ministry  :    (Watson),  Policy  of,  tn.,  noj 
Minimum  Wage,  g.,  4630 

Navigation  Bill  Commission,  exfl.,  2659J  m., 

3262 

Printing,  g.,  7218 
Post  Offices  ; 

Darlington,  q.,  4531 

Wool  loon  gabba,  q.,  6918 

Mount  GambicT,  g.,  7522 
Preferential  Railway  Rates,  q.,  988 
Preferential  Trade,  obs.,  125 
Public  Service  : 

Administration,  g.,  7112 

Classification,  g.t  559t<  7610 

Increments,  g.,  4402,  4632,  <;ioi,  56JO,  7173, 
781 1 

Life  Assurance,  g.,  6564 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  2R.,  3417;  tn.,  348S, 
35'5.  35^3;  (se-it  of  government),  37r9, 

375^1  3937  ?  (area  of  Federal  territory),  3978 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2],  com.  (schedule),  3582 


Thomson,  Hon.  Dugald — continued. 
Supply  : 

Home  Affairs,  6413,  6434,  6426,  (-tge,  6597, 
6598,  6602,  6633,  6624,  6626,  6630,  6631, 
6633.  6634,  6646,  6648 

Parliament,  3133 

Postmaster-General,  7235,  723^1,  7237,  7339, 
7352 

Trade  and  Customs,  3168,  3i6g,  6784 

Tranwlth,  Banatov  Hon.  W.       Yietona : 
Acts   Interpretation  Bill,  e«m.  (regnlattons}, 

551- 

Address-in-Regly,  27 

Appropriation  Bill,  com.  (Parliament),  8361; 
(External  Affairs),  8«)3,  (Home  Affairs), 
8303,  8304;  (Trade  and  Customs),  8380,  f.o. 
8382 

Business,  Order  of,  m.,  1183;    Conduct  of, 
5477 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  ecm.  (inter- 
pretation), 6334,  6356;  (mioimum  wage  and 
preference),  6660;  (registration  of  organiza- 
tions), 6693,  6813,  6826;  eons,  amdts.t  8050; 
f.O;  8057 ;  (registration  of  organizations), 
S085;    ad.  ref.,  8087 

Defence  Regulations,  m.,  ij^SS,  1591,  159S 

Fraudulent  Trade  Marks  Bill,  com.,  (prohi- 
bited  imports),  3789;  31.,  3532 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey 
Bill,  m.,  8470 

Lyne,  Sir  William,  Charges  by,  f.o.,  5449 

Military  : 

Carroll,  Major,  Case  of,  m.^  1851 

New  Hebrides,  m.,  4095 

Petition,  Irregular^  m.,  7665 

Preferential  Trade,  obs.,  34 

Sea-Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  com.  (application 
of  Act),  7398;  3R.,  7577 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  m.,  1601 ;  com. 
(seat  of  government),  i860,  1866,  1878,  1893, 
1894;  reeom.,  1978,  rgSi  j  (area  of  Federal 
territory),  1961,  1969;  recom.^  1979,  19S2; 
(valuation  of  land  within  Federal  territory), 
r977;  ot,,  1984;  ad,  ref.,  2091 ;  cen%.  amdit., 
4023 

Standing  Orders,  m.,  1366 
Sugar  Industry,  m.,  6181 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  lE.,  4295 
Trade  Marks  Bill,  com.  (Trade  Union  Marks), 
4016,  4129,  4130,  4r3S,  4137 

Tudor,  Hon.  F.  G.,  Fams  .- 

Address-in-Rcply,  m.,  ^14 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Sill, 
com.  (issue  and  application  ofl,  7465 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  m.,  4253; 
cons,  amdts.  (interpretation),  7653;  (mini- 
mum  wage  and  preference),  7868 

Elections  : 

Administration,  g.,  3573,  7ii3:  odj.,  7311; 
supply,  6402 

Returning  Officers'  Allowances,  y.,  638a 

Roll*!  f'.  357*;  *ff^y^  *'*7 
Electrical  Rheostats,  6919 
Government  Contracts,  g.,  4403,  559° 
Immigration  Restriction  Act,  g.,  6^3 
Military  Banners,  Consecration  of,  g.,  620B 
Ministry  : 

(Watson),  Control  by  Caucus,  g.t  1396 
(Reid),  Position  of,  m.,  5290 
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Tudor,  Hon.  F.  G.—continutd. 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Billi  com,, 
(Legislative  Counciljj  6508 

Public  Service  : 

Classi&cation  Scheme,  supply,  3287 
Incremeats,  suffly,  6436;  q.,  7839 
Post  and  Telegraph  Employes  Associations* 
q.,  810,  880,  1288 

Supply  (1904-5),  OT.,  6572,  6764 

Supply  : 

Defence,  6974 

The  Parliament,  6250 

External  Affairs,  635i>  6355 

Home  Affairs,  64a6>  6599,  6615,  6619, 

6634,  6641,  6645,  6647 
Postmaster-General,  7»47,  7200,  7245 
Trade  and  Customs,  6743  {f.o.f  6745),  6746 
Tariff  Commission,  obs.^  7459 

Tnrlay*  Senator  H.,  Queensland  • 

Appropriation  Bill,  cam.  (Parliament),  8258 ; 
(External  Affairs),  8285;  (Home  Affairs), 
8303,  8304 ;  (Trade  and  Customs),  8367, 
8371,  8376;   P.O.,  8382 

China  Oil,  q.,  6379,  6432,  6650,  7256,  7890 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  aB.,  6196; 
COM.  (interpretation),  6377 ;  (rules  of  Court), 
6668;  (registration  of  organizations),  6688, 
6S59,  6^987;  cons,  amdls.,  8053;  (minimum 
wage  and  preference),  8067 ;  p.o.j  80761 
8080;  (registration  of  organizations),  S083; 
ad.  re  p.,  8088 

Easter  Adjournment,  m.,  648 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  m.,  8458,  8459,  8466;  adj.,  8473 

Russian  Attack  on  British  Fishing  Fleet,  m., 
6271 

Sea-Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  com.  (applica- 
tion of  Act),  7396,  7400;  3R.,  7585;  cons, 
amdts.t  8409,  841 1 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  m.,  1603;  as.,  1774; 
com.  (seat  of  government),  reeom.^  1980 


Turner,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  G.,  P.C.,  K.G.H.O., 

Baiadava  : 

Assurance,  Life  and  Accident,  m.,  1005 
Australian  Contingents^  g.,  667 
Budget,  5631 

Commonwealth  Salaries,  g.,  4631 

Commonwealth  Stock,  g.,  586 

Count  Out,  m.,  6477 

"  Other "   Expenditure,   a.,  6207 

Papers,  Printing  of,  q.,  6479,  6480 

Public  Service  :  Increments,  sufply,  6421 

Sugar    Production,    Queensland,    y.,    6202-3 ; 

ohs.y  6381 
Supply  (1904-5),  m,,  6580 
Supply  : 

Attorney-General,  6397 

Defence,  638^ 

External  Affairs,  6321 

Home  Affairs,  6421,  6593 

The   Parliament,  6342,  6249 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),       4266,  4268 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m,,  4918,  4938 
Supply  Bill   (No.   5),   m.,  5971 
Tariff  Commission,  supply,  5073 
Treasurers'  Conference,  q.y  289 


Walker,  Senator  Hon.  J.  T..  Ilea  South 
Wales: 
Address-in-Reply,  m.,  6a 
Adjournment,  m.,  7805 

Appropriation  Bill,  2R.,  8249  j  com,  (External 
Affairs),  8274;    (Home  Atlairs},  8299,  8303 
British  New  Guinea,  q.,  7891 
Business,  adj-*  647,  5735,  7805,  7896 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  as,  58^1  i 
cam.    (interpretation),    6343;  (organization 
entitled  to  be  represented),  6474;  (minimum 
wage  and  preference),  6535,  6548;  (registra- 
tion of  organizatitms),  6810,  6985,  7105;  31.) 
7280 

Defence  Bill,   com.    (Council   of  Defence), 

7904 

Federal  Capital,  Lyndburst  Site,   n.,  1466; 

adj.,  1604 
Federal  Ironworks,  m.,  1395 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  2R.,  8447 
Meteorology,  789a 
Military  : 

Carroll,  Major,  Case  of,  m.,  1853,  3r58 

Forces,  adj.,  3137 
Ministry,  Policy  of,  m.,  4369 
Navigation  Bill,  3K.,  979 
New  Guinea,  q.,  7891 
New  Hebrides,  m.,  4090 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  2R.,  7786; 
com.  (appointment  of  Lieutenant-Governor), 
7795  i  (transfer  of  officers),  7798;  (prohibi- 
tion of  intoxicants),  7799,  8407 ;  (consoli- 
dated revenue  fund),  7802;  (intoxicants  and 
opium),  7928 
Preferential  Trade,  ods.,  63 
President,  Election  of,  «.,  6 
Public  Service  : 

Superannuation,  q.,  1464 
Public  Works,  Day  Labour,  m.,  2862 
Quarantine,  Department  of,  q.,  353 
Sea-Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  2R.,  7301 
Seat  of   Government   Bill,  2R.,    1743;  com. 
(seat  of  government),  1784,  1864,  i88i6;  (area 
of  Federal  territory),  1953,  1958,  1972;  COHS. 
amdis.,  4019 
Senate,  Powers  of,  adj.,  544-7 
Statistician,  Commonwealth,  q.,  6531 
Sugar  Industry,  m.,  7079;  06s.,  7356 
Supplementary  Appropriation  Bill,  1902-3,  2B., 
3564 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  com.  (schedule),  3558 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  iR.,  4301 

Trade  Marks  Bill,  recom.,  7283,  7558 

WatUna,  Hon.  D.,  NtwcaMle: 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  3344 
Business,  m.,  8019 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (regiB- 
tration  of  organiiations),  3018;  (over-sea 
shipping),  3217;  M.,  4306;  cons  amdts. 
(minimum  wage  and  preference),  7840,  796a; 
m.,  8014 

Elections,  Officers,  Payments  to,  obs.j  1389 

High  Commissioner,  q.,  3293 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,        4660;  an,  5593 
Mraistry  : 

(Watson),  Position  of,  p.o.,  4151 

(Reid),  Position  of,  m.,  5365 
Norwegian  Sailors,  q.,  152^ 
Preferential  Tr^^de,  obs.t  &>i9 
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Watkinsj  Hon.  D. — conti$uied. 
Public  Service ; 

Classification  Scheme,  adj.,  2651 

Postal  Officials,  j.,  3072,  3395,  3451 
Railway  Rates,  g.^  5846 
Ships*  Stores,  Taxation  of,       403,  3530 
Supply  (1904.5),  «.,  6765 
Supply  ! 

Defence,  7037 

Postmastet-General,  7047 

Wataon,  Hon.  J.  C,  Bland: 

Ad  dress- in -Reply,  m.,  143 
AdjoummcDt,   Special,  m.,  3244,  3891,  3895, 
4283,  4688,  6299 

Agriculture,  Department  of,  wi.,  6497 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill, 
ccm.  (issue  and  application  of^,  7465 

Appropriation  Bill,  3B.,  8153 

Australian  Agples,  3450 

Banking  Returns,  g.,  2537 

Braddon,  Death  of  Sir  Edward,  m.,  15 

British  Warships,  Coaling  of,  3574 

Budget,        5998,  6111;  adj,,  6151 

Business,  Order  of,  o4j.,  6gS;  adj.,  3469,  5578; 
f.o.,  3893;  m.,  3886,  4155,  4197';  Conduct  of, 
1287,  1462;  ob$.,  6305;  y.,  6886,  fibs.t 
7423 ;  m.,  7721 

Butter  Exportation,  q.,  3368 

Caucus  Meetings,  q.,  4028 

Chinese  in  Transvaal,  m.,  696,  755,  806 

Coinage,  m.,  2375;  obs.,  2184;  j.,  7716 

Coloured  Aliens,  q.,  2538 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill, 
3347 ;  exfl.f  3349 ;  cam.  (interpretation), 
1057,  1676,  1733,  1733,  1735,  1838,  1833, 
1917,  3051,  ao5s,  3063,  3068,  2074,  3079, 
2203,  2304,  2205,  2206,  2212;  (constitution  of 
Court),  2224;  (term  of  office  of  ordinary 
member),  2235,  2237;  (salaries  of  members 
of  Court),  2238;  (industrial  dispute),  2251, 
2272,  3373,  3374;  (reference  by  organization), 
^78,  2301 ;  (agreement  to  have  effect  of 
award),  3315;  (organization  entitled  to  be 
represented),  2316 ;  (form  and  continuance  of 
award),  2316;  2317,  2318;  (on  whom  award 
is  to  be  binding);  2321,  2356,  2423;  (award 
not  to  be  challenfjcd),  2358 ;  (power  to 
appoint  assessors),  2366;  (powers  of  Court), 
2307,  2384,  2400,  2408,  2409,  2410,  2411,  2416, 
3452,  2460,  2462,  2465,  2466,  2476,  2479,  3480, 
2481,  2482,  2489;  (minimum  wage  and  pre- 
ference), 2489,  3490,  3491,  2497,  3564,  3650, 
2684,  26S9,  3690,  3697,  3699,  3700;  (power  of 
inspection),  3704,  3705,  3706;  (recovery  of 
penalties),  3708 ;  (process  against  property 
of  oi'^anizations),  2710 ;  power  to  make 
orders),  2711,  2720;  (enforcement  of 
awards),  2731 ;  (disability  upon  contraven- 
tion), 2721,  2722;  (registration  of  organiza- 
tions), 2724,  2939,  2991,  3023,  3037,  3029, 
f.o.t  3990;  (disclosure  of  trade  aecreti), 
3074;  (employment  of  cotinsel),  3077,  3093; 
[over-sea  shipping),  3094,  3294,  3383;  (breach 
of  agreement),  3384 ;  (conformity  to  com- 
mon rule),  3384;  (limitation  of  preference), 
3386 ;    (limitation  of   Act),   3389 ;  (schedule 

B)i   339»;  4020,    4043;    adp>  4196  i 

reeom.,  4522 ;  cons,  amdts.  (interpretation), 
7533t  7620,  7621,  7755;  (minimum  wage  and 


Watson,  Hon.  J.  C. — coniimtei. 

preference),  7761,  7855,  7881,  29^8;  (ri^s- 
tration  of  organizations),  7973  {$.9.^  T^\» 
7987.  7989.  7990i  7998;   w..  Soil 

Contraband  of  War,  3694 

Copeland,  Mr.  Henry^  Death  of,  eht.^  3653 

Count  Out,  M.,  6477 

Customs  Administration,        3339,  3395,  3471* 

7218 

Customs  Officials,  q.f  2183 

Defence  Administration,  f.,  1255,  1396,  139;, 

32931  8307 
Elections  : 

Administration,   q,^  455,    456 ;    ik.,  i3i3> 
3S73;  adj.,  7213,  731S 

Divisions,  Electoral,  3893 

Expenses,  of  od;.,  8357;  y.,  S474 

Rolls,  5850;  sufjly,  6318 
Electoral  Committee,  m.,  3393 
Electoral  Department :  Re 'organisation  of, 

^^59*  , 

Eiport  Commission,  q.^  3314 

Federal  Capital,  adj.^  757,   3310;  3032, 

3069.  33*9.  3330*  34S«.  357a 
Federal  Expenditure  in  South  Austnlia,  f., 

3394 

Flag,  Australian,  m.,  1609;  q.,  3696 

Fremantle,  Fortification  of,  q.,  2019 

Government  Printing  Office,  q.,  3369 

H.M.S.  Euryalui,  adj.,  3368;  q.,  3468 

High  Commissioner,  q.,  3292 

Iron  Industry,  q.,  2371,  307a 

Isaacs,  Mr.,  Newspaper  Attack  on,  adj.t  6094 

Japanese,  Excluuoa  of,  1897 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  139S, 

3348;   m.,  3242 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Sorvey 

Bill,  4545 
Kanakas,  RepaCriation  of,  3339 
Labour  Caucus,  q.,  379S 
Labour  Party's  Loyalty,  3735 
Letter  CarricTS,  Victoria,  g.,  3877 
Mails,  Oversea  Subsidies,  q.,  3538;  Contract, 

English,  6480 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  3017, 

33«9 

Marshall  Islands,  q.,  6595 

Meteorological  Department,  g.,  1535 

Military  : 
Attach^,  Jagan,  q.,  3393;  4038 
Carroll,  Major,  Cose  of,  q.,  8475 
Commandants'  Travelling.  Allowances,  m„ 

1683,  1985 
Cypher,  q.,  1524,  1673 
Field  Guns,  q.,  3934 
Finn,  Brigadier-General,  q.,  3172 
Forces,  Statement  by  Lt.-Col.   Neild,  f-, 

2425,  2426,  2427 
Hutton,  Major-General's,  Report,  g.,  2693, 

2798,  2898 
Promotions,        2653,  3693 
Queensland  Forces,  q.,  41^ 
Rank  and  Service,  q.,  2469 
Staff  Allowances,  q.,  2010,  3106 
Tasmanian  Forces,  q.,  3293,  3393 
Uniforms,  adj.,  1952,  2080;  q.,  2469 
Victorian  Forces,  q.,  339S 

Ministerial  Supporters,  g.,  1397 
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Watson,  Hoo.  J.  C. — continued. 
Mioistrv  : 

(Deakio),  Resignation  of,  obs.,  1247 
(Watson},  New  Administration,  1247,  1253; 
Policy  of,  1367,  1350,  i66<);  Caucus,  Con- 
trol of,        1396;  Retention  of  Office  by, 
i;  3032  J  Position  of,  f.o.,  4143,  4146; 
4264,  4265;  Resignation  of,  adj.f  4265 
(Reid),  New  Admin istrati<Hi,  ebs.,  4360;  Po- 
licy of,  ad;.,  4353 ;  m.,  4404 ;  Position  of, 
m.,  4685,  4696,  5563 
Murray  River  Navigation,  2371 
Naval  Forces,  g.,  1397;  ad;.,  3128 
Navy  and  Army  Rations,  g,,  3877 
Navigation  Bill  Commission,  q.,  3466,  a^fij^ 

34^;  sttffly,  3602;  m.,  3264 
New  Hebrides,  g.,  1785,  367a,  3688 
Northern  Territory,  g.,  4139 
Pacific  Cable,  g.,  2692,  2693 
Papua  (British  New  Guinea),  Bill,  cam,  (Leg- 
islative Council),  6509 ;  (prohibition  of  in- 
toxicants), 6528,  7548;  cons,  amdts.,  8601 
Parliamentary  Refreshment  Room,  q.,  3811 
Patent  Register,  New  South  Wales,  jf.,  3397 
Petitions,  ds.,  489 

Preferential  Railway  Rates,   q.,   2105,  3106, 
2658 

Preferential  Trade,  ohs.,  6206;  q.,  3932; 

■w.,  8350,  8538 
Preferential  Wharfage  Rates,  3934 
Prodnce  Depdt,  Lond<Hi,  q.,  3573 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  q.,  3393 
Public  Debts,  consolidation  of,  3246 
Public  Service  : 

Classification  Scheme,  adj.,  2651;  q,,  2654, 
2655,  2656,  2657,  2658,  2691,  2692,  2800 

Fortnightly  Payments,  j?.,  2538 

Military  Titles,  g.,  1985,  2371 ;  3132 

Increments,  q.,  1784 

Overtime,  South  Australia,  oit.,  1290 

Victorian  Officers,  txfl.^  2249 
Quarantine,        3393,  3574 
Russian  Attack  on  British  Fishing  Fleet, 

5969;  «.,  6297 
Seat   of  Government   Bill,   m.,  3512,  3520, 

3597;  9  *  3935;  (scat  of  government),  3938, 

3953 

Sittings  of  the  House,  m.,  7812 
Socialism,   Ministerial   Attitude  towards, 
45«> 

South  African  Contingents,  q.,  1526 
South  African  Honours,  q.,  3471,  3573 
Speaker,  Election  of,  m.,  11;  obs.,  13 
States  Governments,  Services  to,  q.,  3934 
State  Life  Assurance,  f.,  i395i  ">■)  3248 
State  Subsidies  to  Coastal  Steamers,  f.,  3672, 
3934 

Supplementary    Appropriation    Bill  1903-41 

com.,  2171 
Supplementary  Estimates,  adj.,  aoi6 

Supply  (1904-5).        6S7<».  07531  6775.  6776 

Supply  Bill,  obs.,  2695 

Supply    Bill    (No.    i),    m.,  2886 

Siqtply    Bill    (No.    2),    M.,    3574;  com.t 

(sche'dule),  3578 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  m.,  4267 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  M.,  4918 
Supply  : 

Defence,  2170,  6920,  7021 

External  Affairs,  6253 

Home  Affairs,  6599,  6633,  6636,  6646 

Parliament,  2123,  2146,  2166,  624a 

Postmaster-General',  7219,  7252 

Trade  and  Customs,  ar68,  2169,  2170,  6700, 
6748 


Watson,  Hon.  J.  C.—€OiUifiHed. 

Tariff  Commission,  5998,  7445;  7524, 

8093 ;  obs.,  8152 

Titles,  q.,  2695,  2800 

Trade  Marks  Bill,  ff.,  662^;  adj.,  8229 

Unemployed,  adj.,  3351,  3527 
.   Uniform  Railway  Gauge,  f.,  2658 

Volunteer  Forces,  f 2800,  3033.  3397,  3935 

Want  of  Confidence  Debate,  adj.,  5287 

Wabater,  Mr.  Qveydir: 
Address-in-Reply,  290 
Appropriation  Bill,  31.,  8133 
Appropriation   (Works   and   Buildings)  Bill> 

com.,  7466 
Budget,  m.,  6030 

Business,  Order  of,  m.,  7729,  8or8 
Chinese  in  Transvaal,  805 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (inter- 
pretation),  1186,  2039,  2190;  (term  of  office 
of  ordinary  members),  2236;  reference  by 
orgaoization),  2300;  (award  not  to  be  chal- 
lenged), 2360;  (powers  of  Court),  2433,  2478; 
(minimum  wage  and  preference},  ^l^.i 
gistration  of  organisations),  3012;  m.,  4078; 
eons,  amdts.,  7534,  7648,  7857.  7887,  79*8, 
7967   (registration  of  organizations),  8002; 
m.,  8014 

Defence  Bill,  com,  (prohibition  of  intoxicants), 

7509 

Elections  :  Officers,  Payments  to,  obs.t  1289; 
q.,  7948 

Estimates,  exfl.,  6883,  6884,  6885 
Federal  Agencies,  State  Taxation  of,  i*f.,  6848 
Federal  Capital,  adj.,  2309 
Kalgdorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Sorrey 

Bill,  4675 
Life  Assurance  Companies  Bill,  2R.,  7132 
Lyndhurst  Water  Supply,  ad;.,  3739 
Mail  Tenders,  q.,  3672 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  q.,  5589; 

2R.,  5789;  com.  (short  title),  8222;  adj.,  5900 
Ministry  : 

(Watson),  Policy  of,  exfl.,  1393,  1672; 

r448;  Position  of,  m.s.o.,  \i^q 
(Reid),  Position  of,  5531 
New  Hebrides,  ff.,  7947 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.  (Leg- 
islative Coimcil),  6509,  6516;  (prohibition  of 
intoxicants),  7355,  7537,  7558 
Parliament  House,  Sanitation,  adj.,  3245 
Penny  Postage,  sufply,  4933 
Preferential  Trade,  obs.,  293,  7729 
Rust  m  Wheat,  q.,  6699 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  2R.,  3436,  m.,  3501, 
35'9)  35^4'  3^;  fO"*-  (ma*  °'  goreniment), 
3724.  3740.  1945-  3946;  (area  of  Federal 
territory),  3987 
Supply  (1904-5).      658a.  6586, 6760, 6772, 6777 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  at.,  4273 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.,  4932 
Supply  : 

Home  Affairs,  6594,  6613,  6615,  6620 
External  Affairs,  6310,  6318,  7326 
Parliament,  2158 

Postmaster-General,  7062,  7176,  7177,  7302, 
7224 

Trade  and  Customs,  6719,  675a 
Tariff  Commission,  obs.,  6030,  7449,  7464 
Telephone  Extension,  svffly,  4933 
Trees,  Destruction  of,  adj.,  7838 
Unemployed,  adj.,  3338 

Want  of  Confidence  Debate,  adj.,  5286;  exft., 
wSte  Ocean  Pol^(,«„3^:i6oOgle 


Index  to  Speeches, 


Hff ilklnaon,  Hon.  J.,  Moreton  : 
Address-in -Reply,  m.,  608 
Budget,  6144 

Butter-boxes,  Timber  for,  suffly^  4935 

Coloured  Aliens,  2538 

CoQciliatioQ  and  Arbitration  Bill,  Cfftn.  (inter- 
pretation), 1155;  {minimum  wage  and  pre* 
ference),  2701 

Customs  Drawbacks,  g,,  2959 

Kanakas,  Repatriation  of,  g.,  1122,  3329,  3573 

Lepers  in  Queensland,  g.,  6919,  7411 

Military  : 
Geelong  Mounted  Rifles,  172 
Queensland  Forces,  g.,  4140 
Uniforms,  403 

Ministry,  Position  of,  m.,  sogl& 

Naturalization  Act,  q.,  490 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.  (Leg- 
islative Council),  6509;  (prohibition  <)i  in- 
toxicants), 7547.  755a 

Patents  Act  :  Administration,  290 

Post  and  Telegraph  Revenue,  g.,  6298,  6382, 
7113,  7717 

Rifie  Clubs,  suf^jft  4935  i  '^^h  7">4 

Seat  of  GoTcmment  Bill,  com.  (seat  of  govern- 
ment), 3944 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.y  4933 

Statistical  Department,  1605 

Supply  : 
Defence,  7026 
Home  Affairs,  6628 
Postmaster-General,  7143,  7337 
Trade  and  CusEoms,  6709 
Parliament,  2155 
External  Affairs,  6309 

Telegraphing  and  Telephoning,  Stmnltaneoas, 
o.,  810 

Telephone  Extension,  suffly,  4934 
Thursday  Island  Coaling  Station,  104a 
Unemployed,  adj.,  3340 

VUkfl,  Hon.  W.  H.,  IMlvs: 
Address-in^Reply,  m.,  aia 
Alien  Immigration,  supply^  2604 
Bills  of  Lading,  5851 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (inter- 
pretation), 1151,  1720,  1820;  (reference  by 
organization),  2299;   (minimum   wage  and 
preference),  2513 ;   (registration  of  organi- 
zation), 2965;  ffi.,  4072 
Elections,  Impersonation,  3294 
Federal  Capital,  adj.,  2307 
Lyodhurst  Water  Supply,  adj.j  3729 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  adj.,  5896} 

2H,    5948  _  _ 

Navigation  Bill  Commission,  m.,  3259 

New  Hebrides,  m.,  5873 

Old  Age  Pensions,  m.y  7123 

Papua  (British  New  Gumea)  Bill,  cam.  (pro- 
hibition of  intoxicants),  6524,  7350 

Preferential  Trade,  obs.,  215 

Sea  Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  as.,  8316 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  com.  (seat  of  govern- 
ment), 3775 ;  (area  of  Federal  territory),  398a 

Tenders,  Local,  y.,  5852 

Tobacco  Industry,  5895 

WilllB,  Hon.  H.,  KobertAon  : 

Alien  Immigration,  suffly,  2601 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  (inter- 
pretation), 1201,  2036,  aaoi ;  (powers  of 
Court),  2483;  expl.,  2521;  (minimum  wage 
and  preference),  2627;  (registration  of  or- 
ganizations), 29^;  (employment  of  counsel). 


Willis,  Hon.  H. — continued. 

3092;  (over  sea  shipping),  3323,  3327;  er^., 
4228;  cons,  amdti.  (interpretation],  7658 

Customs  Officials,  q.,  3183 

Debate,  Limitation  of,  m.,  7431 

Duty  Stamps,  q.,  3665 

Elections  :  Administration,  q.,  457 

Flag,  Australian,  m.,  x6o8 

Hansard,  q.,  3069 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Suvey 

Bill,  2R.,  5609 
Labour  Party,  fx^-t  55^9 
Lyndhurst  Water  Supply,  adj^,  3738 

Ministry  : 

(Watson),  Retention  of  OfBce  by,  q.,  3031 
(Reid),  position  of,         5371,  5383 
New  Caledonia,  q.,  760 
New  Hebrides,  q.,  171-2,  m.,  3687 
Newspaper  Postage,  989 
Public  Service  :  Military  Titles,  m.,  3122 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  com.  {seat  of  govern- 
ment),  3813 

Papua  Bill,  ^0111.  (prohibition  of  intoxicants], 
7341 

Parliament  House,  Ventilation  of,  o^/.,  3669 
Preferential  Trade,  ois.,  5379,  5385, 
Supply  : 

Pariiameat,  2144 

Home  Affairs,  6625 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2],  com.  (schedule),  3589 
Tariff  Commission,  oht.,  5376 
Trees,  Destruction  of,  adjt.,  7838 


Wilson,  Mr.  J.  O.,  Corangamite: 

Chinese  in  Transvaal,  m.,  1796 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  2K.,  926; 
earn,  (interpretation),  1734,  1788;  (organiza- 
tion ordering  its  members  to  refuse  or  accept 
employment),  2217;  (employers  not  to  dis- 
miss employes  on  account  of  award),  2219; 
(powers  of  Court),  2429;  (registratioo  of 
organizations),  3000;  (offer  to  compromise], 
3388 

Days  of  Meeting,  81 

Defence  Bill,  com.  (prohibition  of  intoxicants), 
7508 

Elections,  Expenses  of,  adj.,  8358 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey 
Bill,  2it.,  5598 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  com.,  (pro- 
hibition  of  intoxicants),  7546 

Parliament  House,  Sanitation,  adj.,  2245 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  2K.,  3409 

Supply  : 
Defence,  6972 
Parliament,  3153 
Trade  and  Customs,  2169 

Zeal.  Senator  Hon.  Sir  W.  A.,  K.O.lf.0. 

Victoria  : 

Appropriation  Bill,  com.  (Parliament),  8356 
Carroll,  Major,  Case  of,  7688 
Kalgoorlie  to  Fort  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  2K.,  8441 
Public  Works  :  Day  Labour,  m.,  3865 
Supplementary    Appropriation    Bill,  1903-4, 

com.,  217S,  2182 
Supplementary    Appropriation    (Works  and 

Buildings)  Bill,  2183 
Trade  Mark.  J^ll^^fg^Qi^gfCoK  433« 
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SUBJECTS. 


comstitotion'. 

DBFENCB. 

DIYISIONS. 

BXTBRMAIi  AFFAIRS. 

GOTBRHMBNT. 

HOMB  AFFAIRS. 

JUSTIGB,  ADHIHISTRATION  OF. 

PAPBRS. 


PARIilAMBMT— 
Honsa  of  R«pr«MUitatiwM. 

Sttnats. 
PBTITIONS. 

POSTMASTBR-GBNBRAIi. 
RULINGS— 

Pr«aid«nt,  Tho, 

Sp«ak«r,  Mr. 

Chalmmi  of  CommttteM. 
TRADE  AND  CUSTOMS. 
TRBASURBR. 


Explanation  of  Abbreviations. — Adj.,  adjoummenl;  ad.  ref.,  adoption  of  report;  amdi.,  amend- 
meot;  eom.t  committee;  eoHs.  amdti.,  consfderation  of  ameodments;  cans,  mei.,  coasideiation 
of  meuage;  ex^.^  explanatioo;  m.,  motion;  m.s.o.t  motion  to  suspend  standing  orders;  e^s., 
obsenratirai;  g-t  question;  reeom.,  recommitted;  as.,  second  reading. 


BlliliS. 

Acts  iNTtspftRAiioN  Bill. 
Senate : 


Bill  read  a  first  time,  9;  sacond  reading 
moved,  ^6;  debated,  548;  Bitl  read  a 
second  time,  549;  considered  in  Commit- 
tee, S49,  550;  reported,  552;  report 
adopted,  664;  Bill  read  a  third  time, 
836;  Bill  returned  from  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives with  amendments,  1105 ; 
amendments  considered,  1261 ;  report 
adopted,  1362;  assent  reported,  3749 

House  cj  Refresentatives: 
Bill  received  from  Senate  and  read  a 
first  time,  937 ;  second  reading  moved, 
1037;  Bill  read  a  second  time,,  and  con* 
sidered  in  Committee,  1038 ;  reported 
and  report  adopted,  1040;  third  read- 
ing moved,  debated,  and  Bill  read  a 
third  time,  1043;  message  from  Soiate, 
1287;  assent  reported,  3305. 

AppKontUTioN  Bill. 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Int.,  7441 ;  m.s.o.,  7465 ;  order  of  leave, 
7465;  Bill  read  a  first  time,  7470;  second 
reading  moved  and  debated,  8111;  Bill 
read  a  second  time  and  reported,  8taa; 
third  reading  moved  and  debated,  Siaa; 
motion  to  adjourn  debate  moved  and 
debated,  8147 ;  withdrawn,  8155 ;  Bill 
read  a  third  time,  8156 

Senate : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  first  reading  moved,  8090;  de- 


BlLLS— fffff/inVAf. 

bated,  8169;  Bill  read  a  first  time,  81S6; 
m.s.o.  and  second  reading  moved, 
8186;  debated,  8194,  8240;  Bill  read  a 
second  time,  8253;  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, 8253,  8362;  report  adopted;  Bill 
read  a  third  time,  8404;  Royal  assent, 
858S 

AFFBOPKIAnON  (WORES  AND  BtnLDINGS)  BiLL. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Int.,  7441 J  m.s.o.,  7465;  order  of  leave, 
Bill  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
considered  in  Committee,  7465 ;  report 
adopted,  and  Bill  read  a  third  time, 
7470;  assent  reported,  7520 

Senate: 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives, read  a  first  time,  and  m.s.o.,  7474; 
second  reading  moved,  7477;  Bill  read  a 
second  time,  and  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, 7479;  report  adopted,  and  Bill 
read  a  third  time,  7488 ;  assent  reported, 
7573 

Conciliation  and  Akbitbation  Bill. 

House  of  Xefresentatives: 

Bill  read  a  first  time,  14;  second  reading 
moved,  762;  debated,  881,  1006;  Bill 
read  a  second  time,  1037 ;  considered  in 
Committee,  1037,  1043,  1126,  1185,  1676, 
1681,  1785,  1914,  1985,  2020,  2185,  3251, 
2314,  2384,  2428,  2469,  2539,  2614,  2659, 
2697,  aSoi,  2899.  2959,  3063,  3073,  3173, 
3294,  3353 ;  reported,  3392 ;  motion  to  re. 
commit  certain  clauses,  4029 ;  amendment 
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Bills — continued. 

to  omit  clause  48  from  clauses  proposed 
to  be  recommitted,  40431  41551  ,4^97; 
amendment  agreed  to,  4364 ;  motion  as 
amended  debated,  4521 ;  agreed  to,  4523; 
recom.t  4523;  report  adopted,  standing 
orders  suspended,  and  Bill  read  a  third 
time,  4542;  Bill  returned  from  Senate 
with  amendments,  7356;  consideration  of 
amendments,  7524,  7620,  7747.  78»*» 
7840,  7948;  resolutions  reported,  Son; 
report  adopted,  S015;  motion  as  to  rea- 
sons for  disagreeing  to  certain  amend- 
ments, 8015;  agreed  to,  8017  j  message 
from  Senate,  8200 

Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  read  a  first  time,  4580;  second 
reading  moved,  5710;  debated,  5827, 
5903,  6043,  6184,  6279;  Bill  read  a 
second  time,  6296;  considered  in  Com- 
mittee, 6296,  6337,  64391  6S3*»  6651, 
6804,  6849,  6976,  7094,  7160;  report 
adopted,  717a;  third  readmg  moved  and 
debated,  7257;  Bill  read  a  tliitd  time, 
7282 ;  message  from  House  of  Represm- 
tatives,  m.s.o.  and  cons,  mei.,  8036; 
resolutions  reported  and  adoption  of  re- 
port moved  and  debated,  80S7;  report 
adopted,  8090;  Royal  assent,  8588  ■ 

Defence  Bat,  1904. 
House  of  Repesentatives : 
Bill  presented  and  read  a  first  time,  6848; 
second  reading  moved,  7489;  debated, 
7490;  Bill  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
sidered in  Committee,  7501 ;  reported 
and  m.s.o.,  7509;  report  adopted  and 
third  reading  moved,  7510;  Bill  read  a 
third  time,  7520;  returned  from  Senate 
with  amendments,  801; ;  amendments 
agreed  to,  801S;  assent  reported,  8306 

Senate : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  read  a  first  time,  and  m.s.o., 
7601 ;  second  reading  moved,  7603 ; 
debated,  7695;  Bill  read  a  second  time, 
7715  J  considered  in  Committee.  77151 
70971  «>-r-<'*>  'eport  adopted,  and  Bill 
read  a  third  timej_79ii;  assent  reported, 
8330 

Evidence  Bill. 
Senate : 

Order  of  leave,  and  Bill  read  a  first  time, 
4083;  second  reading  moved,  4«8j  Bill 
read  a  second  time,  and  considered  in 

committee,  4339 
Fraudulent  Marks  on  Meschandisi  Bill. 
Senate  : 

Order  of  leave,  and  Bill  read  a  first 
:  order  of  day  for  second  read- 


Bills — continued. 

3768,  3874;  reported,  288a;  ad.  ref. 
moved,  3158;  recom.,  3161^  3242,  3244; 
reported  and  report  adopted,  3244 ; 
third  reading  moved,  3530;  motion  with- 
drawn, 3531 ;  Bill  recommitted,  3532, 
3654 ;  reported  and  report  adopted, 
3655 ;  Bill  read  a  third  time,  3990 

House  of  Refresentativet: 

Bill  received  from  Senate  and  read  a 
first  time,  4083;  second  reading  moved, 
8326;  debated,  8227;  bill  read  a  second 
time,  and  considered  in  Committee, 
8229 

FUKTHER  SUPFUUENTAKT  AFPROFRIATIOX  BU 

(1902.3). 

House  of  Refreseniatives: 
Message,  3569 ;  motion  for  appropriation, 
3575  >  itgreed  to,  and  resolution  reported 
and  adopted,  3576;  m.s.o.,  and  order  of 
leave,  3576;  Bill  presented  and  passed 
through  all  its  stages,  3596;  assent  re- 
ported, 3753 

Senate i 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa' 
tives,  and  m.s.o.,  3553  ;  Bill  read  a 
first  time,  3563 ;  second  reading  moved 
and  debated,  3563 ;  Bill  read  a  second 
time  and  considered  in  Committee,  3565; 
reported,  report  adopted,  and  Bill  read 
a  third  time,  3566;  assent  reported,  3990 

High  Coumissionek  Biu.. 
House  of  ReireieiUotivet : 

Order  of  leave,  and  Bill  read  a  first 

time,  1006 

Kalgooeue  to  Post  Augusta  Railway  Slivet 
Bill. 

House  of  Refresentatives  : 
Message,  1042;  motion  for  appropriation 
moved  and  debated.  1123,  2239,  4543. 
4632 ;   agreed   to,  4676 ;   resolution  rc- 

e>rted  and  adopted,  order  of  leave,  and 
ill  read  a  nrst  time,  4676;  second 
reading  moved  and  debated,  S$93i  B'" 
read  a  second  time,  5629;  considered  in 
Committee,  5629,  7S59i  report  adopted 
and  Bill  read  a  tUrd  time,  7571 

Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  RepresenU- 
tives  and  read  a  first  time,  7601 ;  secoad 
reading  moved,  8414  >  debated,  8419; 
debate  adjourned,  8458;  motion  for  re- 
sumption of  debate  moved,  8458;  de- 
bated, 8459;  agreed  to,  8469;  debate  00 
second  reading  resumed,  8570;  inter- 
rupted by  prorogation,  85)97 

Life  Assurance  Cohfamies  Bill, 


ing  discharged,  1246' 


Senate  ■' 

Order  of  leave,  and  Bill  read  a  first  time, 

1468 ;  second  reading  moved,  2097 ;  de- 
bated, 2ior,  2749;  Bill  read  a  second 
time,  2768}  considered  in  Committee, 


House  of  Refresentaltves: 

Order  of  leave,  6arr ;  Bill  read  a  fint 
time,  6181;  secoad  reading  moved,  71x4: 
debated,  7127;  Bill  read  a  second  tine, 
7135 ;  considered  in  Committee,  7135, 
8330;  recommitted,  reported,  report 
adopted,  and  BUI  read  a  third  tine, 

8333 

Digttjzed  by  Google 


FftADDUUm  Tmde  Masks  Biil. 


March  S  to  Dteanbtr  15,^1904. 


.LI  s — continued. 
Scnaii: 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  read  a  first  time^  8306 

Mantfactdbes  ENCOOBAGUmira  Bill. 

House  of  Repesentaiivesi 

Order  of  leave  and  Bill  read  a  first  time, 
762 ;  message,  ^91 ;  motion  for  appro- 
priation agreed  to,  and  resolution  re- 
ported and  adopted,  821 ;  second  reading 
moved,  810;  debated,  5676.  575",  5874) 
5938,  8301 ;  Bill  read  a  second  time  and 
considered  in  Committee,  8217 

Kavigatioh  and  SsimNG  Bill. 
Senate: 

Bill  read  a  first  time,  649;  second  read- 
ing moved,  836;  debated,  859,  960; 
order  of  day  discharged,  1246 

PASLLUfBHTABV  EVIDENCE  BILL. 
Senate  : 

Order  of  leave,  and  Bill  read  a  first  time, 
3o8t ;  second  reading  moved,  5795 ;  de- 
bated, 5797;  amendment  to  refer  Bill 
to  Standing  Orders  Committee,  5S01 ; 
amendment  withdrawn,  5804 ;  Bill  read 
a  second  time  and  referred  to  Stand- 
ing Orders  Committee,  58051  report  of 
Standing  Orders  Committee  presented 
and  ordered  to  be  printed,  7306 

Patoa  (British  New  Guinea}  Bill. 
Souse  of  Xefresentatives: 

Message,  3799 ;  motion  for  appropria- 
tion agreed  to,  and  resolution  reported 
and  adopted,  order  of  leave  and  Bill 
read  a  first  time,  3173;  second  reading 
moved,  4676;  Bill  read  a  second  time 
and  considered  in  Committee,  4677, 
5702,  6505,  7329,  7536;  report  adopted 
and  Bill  read  a  third  time,  7559;  Bill 
returned  from  Senate,  with  amendments, 
8555  j  "f*-  amdts.,  8599 
Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives, xeaM  a  fir<t  \im4]  ana  m.s.o.f 
7601;  second  reading  moved,  7612;  de- 
bated, 7773;  Bill  read  a  second  time, 
7792 ;  considered  in  Committee^  7792i 
7911,  S020,  840^ ;  reconsidered,  and 
passed  through  its  remaining  stages, 
8409 

Sea-Cauiage  or  Goods  Bnx. 
Senate  ■• 

Order  of  leave,  6976;  Bill  read  a  first 
time,  7069;  second  reading  moved, 
7286 ;  debated,  7291 ;  Bill  read  a  second 
time,  7306;  considered  in  Committqe, 
7306,  7390 ;  reported,  7407 ;  report 
adopted,  74S8j  third  reading  moved  and 
debated,  7574;  Bill  read  a  third  time, 
7593;  returned  from  House  of  Represen- 
tatives with  amendments,  8306;  cons, 
amdft.,  8409;  message  from  House  of 
Representatives,  8561 ;  Royal  assent,  8588 


Bills — continued. 

House  of  Refresentativei : 

Bill  received  from  Senate,  and  read  a  first 
time,  7664;  second  reading  moved,  8156; 
debated,  8160,  8307 ;  Bill  read  a  second 
time  and  considered  in  Committee, 
8320;  reported,  8330;  recommitted,  8354; 
report  adopted  and  Bill  read  a  third 
time,  8357 ;  message  from  Senate  con- 
sidered, 8553 

Seat  07  Govesnuent  Bill. 
Senate: 

Order  of  leave,  and  Bill  read  a  first  time, 
1293;  second  reading  moved,  1468;  de- 
bated, 1477  (amendment  to  lay  aside  Bill 
*'  for  the  present,'"  r5i7 ;  ruled  out  of 
order,  1522),  i6oo,  1737;  amendment, 
that  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  "  this  day 
six  months,"  1 743 ;  amendment  negativea, 
and  Bill  read  a  second  time,  1783; 
considered  in  Committee,  1782,  1859, 
1952 ;  reported,  and  standing  orders 
suspended,  1983;  motion  to  adopt 
report,  2081 ;  amendment  to  recommit, 
3082;  amendment  negatived  and  report 
adopted,  2097;  Bill  read  a  third  time, 
3173;  returned  from  House  of  .Repre- 
sentatives with  amendments,  and  amend- 
ments considered,  4018;  assent  reported^ 
4327 


House  of  Refresentattvet: 

Bill  received  from  Senate  and  read  a 
first  time,  2339;  second  reading  moved, 
3398;  amendment  to  secure  alteration 
of  Constitution,  3409,  3471 ;  amendment 
negatived,  and  Bill  read  a  second  time, 
3478;  motitm  as  to  method  of  selection 
and  'districts,  3478,  3597 ;  Bill  considered 
in  Committee,  3614,  3689,  3740,  3754 
381a,  3896  (ballot,  3936),  3936;  reported, 
398Q;  report  adopted,  m.s.o.,  and  Bill 
read  a  third  time,  4029;  assent  reported, 

SUPPLXltENTASY  Afpropsiation  Bux, 

House  cf  Refeesentatives: 

Bill  read  a  first  and  second  time,  3171 ; 
considered  in  Committee,  2171;  report 
adopted  and  Bill  read  a  toird  time, 
2172;  assent  reported,  3305 

Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives, standing  orders  suspended,  and 
Bill  read  a  first  time,  2173 ;  second 
reading  moved,  2173 ;  debated.  Bill 
read  a  second  time,  and  cocosidered  in 
Committee,  3174;  report  adopted,  and 
Bill  read  a  third  time,  aiSa;  assent  re- 
ported, 2749 

SuFPLEUENTAKY    APPROFRUnOM    (WOlU  AND 

BoiLDiNGS)  Bill  1903-4. 
House  of  RefresetUttfivei: 


Bill  passed  through  all  its 
assent  reported,  2305 
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Bills — continued. 
Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives, read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
considered  in  Committee,  2182 ;  rej>ort 
adopted,  and  Bill  read  a  third  time, 
2183 ;  assent  reported,  2749 

SuF?LY  Bill  (No.  i).- 

House  of  Refresenitttives: 
Message,  2885 ;  motion  for  appropriation 
agreed  to,  28S6  \  resolutum  reported 
and  adopted,  m.s.o.,  order  of  leave. 
Bill  read  a  first  and  second  time  and 
committed  fro  forma,  2887 ;  considered 
in  Committee,  2896;  Bill  reported  and 
passed  through  its  remaining  stages, 
28971  assent  reported,  2897 

Senate : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  read  a  first  time,  2873; 
m.s.o..  Bill  read  a  second  time,  and 
considered  in  Committee,  2873 ;  report 
adopted,  and  Bill  read  a  third  time, 
2874  ;  assent  reported,  3129 

StJPPLY  Bill  (No.  2). 
House  ef  Refreteniaiives: 
Message,  3569 ;  motion  for  appropriation 
agreed  to,  3574;  resolution  reported  and 
adopted,  m.s.o.,  order  of  leave,  Bill  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  considered 
in  Committee,  3576;  Bill  reported  and 
passed  through  its  remaining  stages, 
3596;  assent  reported,  3753 

Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  read  a  first  time,  3553 ; 
standing  orders  suspended,  3553 ;  Bill 
read  a  second  time  and  considered  in 
Committee,  3556;  report  adopted,  and 
third  reading  moved,  3563;  Bill  read  a 
third  time,  3563;  assent  reported,  3990 

SiTPPLT  Bill  {No.  3). 

House  of  RefresetUaiives: 
Message  and  motion  for  appropriation 
agreed  to,  4266 ;  resolution  reported  and 
adopted,  standing  orders  suspended, 
order  of  leave.  Bill  read  a  first  time, 
and  second  reading  moved,  4269;  Bill 
read  a  second  time  and  passed  through 
its  remaining  stages,  4282;  assent  re- 
ported, 4340 

Senate: 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  first  reading  moved,  and  de- 
bated,  4285;   Bill  read  a   first  time, 

standing  orders  suspended,  and  second 
rcadinE  moved,  4310;  Bill  read  a  second 
time,  and  considered  in  Committee, 
4311  ;  report  adopted,  and  Bill  read  a 
third  time,  4327 ;  assent  reported,  4327 

Supply  Bill  [No.  4). 

House  of  Represenlatives : 

Message  and  motion  for  appropriation 
agreed  to,  4918 ;  resolution  reported  and 
adopted,  and  standing  orders  suspended. 


Bills — continued. 

4937;  order  of  leave,  and  Bill  paued 
through  all  its  stages,  4938  i  assent  re- 
ported, 51 14 

Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Represenu- 
tives,  and  first  reading  moved,  and  de- 
bated, 4973 ;  Bill  read  a  first  time, 
and  passed  through  its  remaining  stages, 
4986;  assent  reported,  5450 

StTPPLY  BitL   (No.  5). 

House  of  Refreseniaiivet : 

Int.,  5971 ;  Bill  presented  and  passed 
through  alt  its  stages,  5973;  assent  re- 
ported, 6381 

Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives, standing  orders  suspended,  and 
first  reading  moved  and  debated,  6033; 
Bill  read  a  first  and  second  time  and 
passed  through  its  remaining  stages, 
0043;  assent  reported,  6325 

Trade  Marks  Bill. 
Senate  : 

Order  of  leave,  and  Bill  read  a  first  time, 
3224 ;  second  reading  moved,  3537 ;  de- 
bated, 3539 ;  Bill  read  a  second  time 
and  considered  in  Committee,  3547,  3566, 
3655*  3990.  ;  reported,  4139 ;  recom- 
mitted, 4335;  reported,  4338;  motion  to 
recommit  for  reconsideration  of  new 
clause,  7382 ;  amendment  to  recommit 
clauses,  72  to  77,  7283 ;  amendment 
negatived ;  and  motion  agreed  to,  7284 ; 
reported,  7286 ;  report  adopted,  748S ; 
third  reading  moved,  and  amendment  to 
recommit  certain  clauses,  7594 ;  amend- 
ment withdrawn  and  Bill  read  a  third 
time,  7601 

House  of  Representatives: 

Bill  received  from  Senate,  and  read  a  first 
time,  7664 

Bills  Lapsed. 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Motion  for  adoption  of  temporary  stand- 
ing order  proposed,  8593 ;  debated,  8593 ; 
agreed  to,  8599 

CONSTITUTION. 

Alteration  of  : 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Amendment  by  Mr.  Wilson  to  2s  of  Scat 
of  Government  Bill  for  an  alteration  of 
section  125  of,  3409 ;  negatived,  3478 

Motion  by  Mr.  Mauger  that  a  Bill  should 
be  passed  for  the  alteration  of  the  Con- 
stitution to  enable  the  Parliament  to  en- 
act uniform  industrial  laws,  345a 

Senate 

Question  by  Senator  Dobson  as  to  vhether 
the  Government  propose  to  amend  llie 
Constitution  to  permit  nationalization  of 
tobacco  industry,  8362,  S561 
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DKFBNOB. 

Administration. 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Obs.  by  Mr.  Crouch  as  to  earlier  answers 
to  letters,  1355,  3068 ;  questions  as  to 
use  of  secret  code  by  General  Officer 
Commanding,  1534,  1673  ;  officials  .  of 
ordnance  branch,  702oj^  Queenscliff  Road 
grant,  7iir,  8307 

Question  by  Sir  Langdon  Bonython,  as  to 
South  Australian  long  service  medals, 
6098 

Obs.  by  Mr.  McCay  as  to  administration 
and  control  of  Defence  Forces,  6383 

Obt.  by  Sir  John  Forrest,  as  to  leport  of 
General  (Jfficer  Commanding  on  Go- 
vernment defence  proposals,  6530 ;  by 
Mr.  McCay,  6531 

Question  by  Mr.  Salmon  as  to  representation 
of  Army  Medical  Corps  on  Military 
Board,  7618 

Obs.  by  Mr.  Mauger  as  to  artillery  practice 
at  Fort  Gellibrand,  7573 

Senate : 

Motion  by  Senator  Higgs  for  papers  re- 
lating to  use  of  secret  code  by  General 
Officer  Commanding,  1837 

Question  by  Senator  Dawson  as  to  re- 
appointment of  Major-General  Button, 
4283 

Questions  by  Senator  Matbeson  as  to  re- 
port of  departmental  committee  appointed 
by  Senator  Dawson,  6786;  by  Scnatoi 
Dawson,  7160 

Question  by  Senator  Neild  as  to  use  of  Ger- 
man pattern  head  covering,  6849 

Obs.  by  Senator  Fulsford  as  to  naval  de- 
fence,  8176 

Obs.  by  Senator  Gray  as  to  establish* 
ment  of  military  school,  8183 

Obs.  by  Senator  Fearce  as  to  Naval  and 
Military  Boards,  8r83 

Question  by  Senator  Matbeson  as  to  pro- 
fessional member  of  Naval  Board  hold- 
ing a  State  command,  8230;  by  Senator 
Pearce,  8570 

Notice  of  motion  by  Senator  Matbeson  as 
to  abolition  of  office  of  General  Officer 
Commanding,  withdrawn,  6439 

Akms  and  Ammunition. 

House  of  Representatives: 

Questions  by  Mr.  Page  as  to  re-rifling 
of  guns,  1043,  1 133;  ffbt.  as  to  ammuni- 
tion reserve,  and  supply  of  rifles,  1040; 
question,  r  133 

Question  by  Mr.  Carpenter  as  to  distri- 
bution of  obsolete  field  guns,  3934 

Question  bv  Mr.  Salmon  as  to  magazine 
rifle  loading  clip,  6917 

Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Pearce  as  to  equip- 
ment of  batteries,  3538 

Question  by  Senator  Matbeson  as  to  obso- 
lete field  guns  and  ammunition,  3633; 
motion  for  return  as  to  field  guns, 
363s ;  question  as  to  cost  of  conversion 
of  guns,  4100,  4385 ;  as  to  distribution 
of  obsolete  guns,  4101,  4285 


AOSTSAUAN  CONTINGKNTS. 

House  of  Representatives : 

Questions  by  Mr.  Kelly  as  to  payments  to, 
on  behalf  of  Imperial  Government,  667 

Question  by  Sir  John  Forrest  as  to  views 
of  Senator  Dawson,  1525 

Question  by  Mr.  Crouch  as  to  distribu- 
tion of  South  African  colours  and  other 
honours,  3471 

Question  by  Mr.  HcWilliams  as  to  war 
medals,  3573;  by  Mr.  Harper,  5590 

Question  by  Mr.  Deakin  as  to  locaf  record 
of  services  of  troops,  69r7 

Banners. 
House  of  RefresentalivBt: 

Question  by  Mr.  Crouch  aa  to  consecra- 
tion of,  5847,  6ao8;  ois.,  6649;  obs.  on 
adj.  motion,  6886;  on  Supply  motion, 
6889-6911 

Basucks  : 

House  of  Representatives: 
Question  by  Mr.  Kelly  as  to  selection  of 
site  for  new  barracks,  Sydney,  2438,  7521 

Cadets. 
House  of  Representatives: 
Question   by   Mr.   Crouch   as  to  enrol- 
ment of  cadets  under  Naval  Agreement, 

Question  by  Mr.  S.  Smith  as  to  proposal 

in  regard  to,  2426 
Question  by  Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  training 

of  Naval  Cadets,  5852 
Question  by  Mr.  Knox  as  to  intentions  of 

Government,  7839 

Senate; 

Question  by  Senator  Dobson  as  to  considera- 
tion of  military  training  of  youths  at 
Premiers'  Conference,  7773 

Order  of  the  day  relating  to  motion  by 
Senator  Dobson  as  to  compulsory  train- 
ing of  youths  postponed,  1296;  obs,  on 
Appropriation  Bill,  8384;  read  and  dis- 
charged, 8199 

Case  of  Lt.-Col.  Ncild. 
See  Parliament. 

COAlliNG, 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Wilkinson  as  to  coaling 
station,  Thursday  Island,  1042;  by  Mr. 
Bamf  ord,  3574 
Obt.  by  Mr.  Carpenter,  as  to  coaling 
Euryalus  at  Fremantle,  6530,  7204 ;  by 
Mr.  Reid,  6531,  7520;  by  Mr.  Hughes, 
7520 
Senile  : 

Question  by  Senator  Pearce  as  to  coaling 

Euryalus,  6033 

Defence  ;  Council  of. 

House  of  Representatives : 
Question   by   Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards  as  to 
creation  of,  3171 ;  by  Mr.  Reid  and  Mr. 
Chapman,  3393 
Question  by  Mr.  Watson  as  to  personneJy 
8307 
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"DmiSK^— continued. 
Defence:  Iicferul. 

House  of  Refreieniaiives  t 

Qaestion  by  Mr.  Higems  as  to  Brituh 
miaapprehensioiu  of^ustralian  view  of 
Imperial  defence,  8306 

FOEimCATIONS. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Questioas  by  Mi.  Carpenter  as  to  fortifica- 
tion of  Frem&ntle,  1605,  aoig,  5850 
Question  by  Sir  Langdon  Bonython  as  to 
transfer  of  gun  from  Souta  AustriJia 
to  Fremantle,  5850;  by  Mr.  Carpenter, 
5937 

Lahgwabun  Training  Ground. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Obs.  bv  Mr.  Crouch  as  to  State  legisla- 
tioD  in  regard  to,  53x5 

IflUXAH  FOBCES. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Qaestion  by  Mr.  Croucb  as  to  Moonted 
Rifle  Corps,  Geelong,  17s;  ohs.  as  to 

'  declaration  of  religious  belief,  1355; 
question,  1396;  as  to  Colonial  Defence 
Committee  and  Volunteer  Forces,  3800, 
3033  i  obs.t  3068;  as  to  number  of 
volunteers,  3397;  as  to  Victorian  Artil- 
lerymen, 3390 

Question  by  Mr.  Wilkinson  as  to  uni- 
forms for,  403,  4140;  oU.  by  Mr. 
McCay,  1951,  aoSo;  by  Mr.  Watson, 
ao8o 

Question  by  Mr.  McWilliams  as  to  De- 
fence Forces,  Tasmania,  457,  758, 
3393;  obs.  by  Mr.  Watson.  3393 

Questimi  by  Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  iith 
Australian  Infantry  Regiment,  587;  as 
to  South  Australian  Medical  School  of 
Instruction,  587,  760;  as  to  granting  of 
commissions,  1397 

Question  by  Mr.  Chapman  as  to  article  by 
Senator  Neild,  2425;  obs.  by  Mr.  S. 
Smith,  2425-6 

Question  by  Mr.  S.  Smith  as  to  appoint- 
ment of  Commission,  3436 

Question  by  Mr.  Salmon  as  to  promo- 
tions, 2653,  369a 
■  Question  by  Mr.   Crouch  as  to  Major- 
General  Hutton*s  report  on,  3693,  2798; 
by  Mr.  Johnson,  3807 

Question  by  Mr.  Fuller  as  to  volunteer 
regiments,  New  South  Wales,  3935 

Question  by  Mr.  Wilkinson  as  to  allow- 
ances to  members  of  the  Light  Horse, 
4140 

Question  by  Mr.  J  Cook  as  to  mounted  in- 
fantry regiments,  7619 

Question  by  Mr.  Poyaton  as  to  use  of 
forage  caps,  7307 

Stnat*'. 

Question  by  Senator  O'Keefe  as  to  in- 
spection. Southern  Tasmanian  troops, 
545 


Hawar—coiUinuei, 

Question  by  Senator  Neild  as  to  strength 
of,  834;  as  to  parade  states,  943;  as  to 
strong^  of  volunteer  lifle  regiments, 
1181 ;  as  to  future  control  and  adminis- 
tration of,  5795 

Question  by  Senator  Hendcrsi»  as  to 
article  by  Senator  Neild,  317a 

Obs.  on  Major-Geneial  Huttoa's  report 
on,  3*29-3153 

Question  by  Senator  Story  as  to  Army 
Service  Corps,  4384,  5706 

MiUTARr  Officers. 
House  of  Refrejentatiuei : 

Questions  by  Mr.  Crouch  as  to  Lieut.  R. 
E.  Sheldon,  290;  as  to  re-appointment  of 
Brigadier-Geaeral  Finn,  3173;  obs. 
3470;'  question  as  to  retirement  of  ColtHiel 
Savage  and  Colonel  Taunton,  and  pay- 
ment of  retiring  allowances,  4633:  as  to 
transfer  of  militia  officers  to  permanent 
forces,  7840 

Question  by  Mi.  Page  as  to  Colonel 
Price,  586 

Question  by  Mr.  Groom  as  to  retrench- 
ment of  Major  Carroll,  760 

Motion  by  Mr.  Maloney  for  return  as  to 
allowances,  1628 ;  question  by  Mr.  H. 
Cook,  1985 ;  by  Mr.  Hutchison,  3019; 
obs.  by  Mr.  Watson,  2106 

Obs.  by  Mr.  Batchelor  as  to  appointment 
of  Brigadier-General  Finn  to  command 
of  Military  Forces  of  Commonwealth, 
3470 

Question  by  Mr.  R.  Edwards  as  to  allow- 
ance for  uniforms,  3469 

Question  by  Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  suggested 
appointment  of  Imperial  t^Sceci,  4403 

Qaestion  by  Mr.  H.  Cook  as  to  Te- 
appointment  of  Major-General  Hatton, 
5593 

Qaestion  by  Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  Cokmel 
Rowell,  5738 

Queitioii  by  Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards  as  to  Ser- 
geant G.  A.  King,  6919 

Qnestitn  by  Mr.  Fnzer  as  to  Uentenaot 
Scott,  8300 

Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Smith  as  to  Cap- 
tain P.  n.  Buckley,  939 

Motion  by  Senator  Netld  for  copies  of 
minutes  written  by  Senator  Dawson  as 
Minister  of  Defence  regarding  General 
Officer  Commanding,  4681 ;  amend- 
ment by  Senator  Symoo,  4682 ;  motion, 
as  amended,  agreed  to,  4683 

Question  by  Senator  Givens  as  to  wamnt 
and  non-commissioned  officers,  tiistrue- 
tional  sUff,  G650,  6976;  motioQ  for  re- 
turn, 6786 

UiUTASf  Titles. 
Homte  of  Refreseidalines : 
Questioas  by  Sir  J.  Forrest  as  to  use  of, 

1984,  3019,  exfl.t  3133 

Obs.  on  moti<Hi  for  3io6 
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Defence — cotUinued. 
Navax.  Fcncxs. 
Senate  .- 

Question  by  Senatox  Guthrie  at  to  rcgula- 
tioni  stinted  by  Naval  Conference, 
36 

Question  hy  Senator  Neild  as  to  strength 
of,  834 

Question  by  Senator  Matheson  as  to  train* 
ing  of  officeta,  3538 

House  of  Refreseniaiives : 

Obs.  by  Mr.  Mauger  as  to  Naval  Brigade 
regulations,  3120;  by  Mr.  Croudij  31271 
by  Mr.  Watson,  3128 

NOBTHERM  AUSTBALU. 

House  of  Refresentatives  : 

Question  by  Mr.  Crouch  as  to  statement 
by  General  Officer  Commanding,  4139 

Senate : 

Motion  by  Senator  Neild  for  returns  as 
to  statement  by  General  Officer  Com- 
manding relative  to  intentions  of  Japan 
and  China,  4328 

Rations. 

House  of  Refreseniaiives: 

Question  b^  Mr.  Crouch  as  to  army  and 
navy  rations,  3877 

Regulations. 

House  of  RefresetUaiives: 

Questions  by  Mr.  Crouch,  as  to  free  use 
of  copies  of,  760;  as  to  abolition  of 
regulations  relating  to  saluting  officers, 
2371,  2469 

Obi.  by  Mr.  Mauger  and  Mr.  Chapman  as 
to  position  of  rankers  under,  937  j  by 
Mr.  Mauger  as  to  Naval  Brigade  Re- 
gulatirats,  3126;  by  Mr.  Crouuii  3137; 
by  Mr.  Watson,  3128 

Question  by  Senator  Guthrie  as  to  regu- 
lations suggested  by  Naval  CDnferenee, 
36 

Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  Neild  as  to  motion 
to  disallow,  83^;  motion  tiiat  Senate  re- 
■olve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  consider  certain  regulations, 
1585 ;  motion  agreed  to,  and  regula- 
tions considered  in  Committee,  1587, 
1837;  obs.,  by  Senator  Playford,  2874 

Rifle  Teams  and  Clubs. 
House  of  Refreseniaiives: 

Questions  by  Mr.  Johnson  as  to  despatch 
of  Australian  rine  tesm  to  Bisley,  491, 
11S4;  as  to  Railway  Volunteer  Rifle 
Corps,  6833 

Obs.  on  RiBe  Club  railway  passes,  7206-17 

Senate: 

Question  by  Senator  Keating  as  to  team 
for  Bisley,  1255 

Question  by  Senator  Matbestm  as  to  tra- 
velling expenses  of  Inter-State  rifle 
teams,  4283 


Dbtokx — eeniinued. 

RtrSSO-jAPAHESB  WaK. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Kelly  as  to  despatch 
of  officer  to  study  progress,  989 

Question  by  Mr.  Crouch  as  to  Common- 
wealth military  attach^,  3393;  by  Mr. 
Page,  4028 

Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Higgs  as  to  observa- 
tions by  Captain  Creswcll,  5704;  obs., 
5736;  by  Senator  Symon,  5737 

Select  Cohuittee  :  Majok  Cabkoll. 

Senate : 

Motions  by   Senator   Higgs,   for  Select 

Committee  as  to  retrenchment  of  Majoi 
Carroll,  1837 ;  to  permit  the  press  to  at- 
tend, and  publish  reports,  1856;  with- 
drawn, 1859;  as  to  examination  of  wit- 
ness by  Committee,  places  of  meeting, 
and  presentation  of  report,  2857,  3^3^  J 
that  report  be  printed,  45S0;  that  the  re- 
port be  adopted_i  67S8,  7372,  7673; 
amendment  by  Senator  Zeal,  7688;  mo- 
tion as  amended  agreed  to,  7695 

Obs.  on  m.s.o.,  3153-58 

Exfl,  by  Senator  Higgs,  7773;  questions 
as  to  letter  written  by  Col.  Hoad,  7800, 
8362,  8569 

Motion  by  Senator  Smith  for  leave  to 
examine  Mr.  Chapman,  M.P.,  3224 ; 
mes.  from  House  of  Representatives 
granting  leave,  3242 

Question  by  Senator  Higgs  as  to  memoran- 
dum by  General  Officer  Commanding, 
on  report  of  Committee,  7256;  obs.  on 
Appropriation  Bill,  8175 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  McDonald,  as  to  letter 

written  by  Col.  Hoad,  8474 
Cons.  mes.  from  Senate  r«iuesting  leave 
for   Mr.    Chapman   to   attend  before 
Select  Committee,  3247 

Stobes  and  Supplies. 
House  of  Refreseniaiives: 

Question  by  Mr.  H.  Cook  as  to  use  of 
Australian  made  badges  and  ornaments, 
4496,  4519 
Question  by  Mr.  Mauger  as  to  subletting 

contracts  for  supplies,  4520 
Question  by  Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  minimum 
wage  clause  in  contracts,  6564,  6889 

Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Matheson  as  to  valua- 
tion of  artillery  and  warlib  stores, 
4354 

^ee  Bill*. 

DIVISIONS. 

Senate  : 

Adjournments,  special,  649,  4682,  7806;  ad- 
journment, 4354 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill, 
suspension  of  Standing  Orders,  7476 

Appropriation  Bill,  in  com.  (schedule  2), 
requests  to  reduce  President's  salary,  8259  ; 
to  reduce  Clerk's  salary,  8260  i  to  leave 
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Divisions — continued. 

out  allowance  to  controller  of  refreshment- 
rooms,  8264;  to  leave  out  increased  sub- 
sidy to  New  Guinea,  8296;  to  reduce  vote 
for  Sydney  Government  House,  8305;  to 
le;ive  out  the  word  ■■gratuities"  in  refer- 
ence 10  extra  work,  ireasury,  SjObi  to 
reduce  vote  for  Queensland  Trade  and 
Customs,  8383;  to'  postpone  subdivision  1 
of  division  50,  8397 
British  New  Guinea,  by  Senator  n»ggj. 
for  frids  of  charges  made  by  Mr.  J.  K. 

Ca^rwlf,'  Ma/or,  to  apjmint  Select  Com- 
mittee, 1855 ;  amendment  on  m.  to  adopt 
report,  76(15 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  m  com. 
(clause  4),  amendment  to  exclude  jailway 
iervants.  6351 ;  W  include  agricultural 
labourers,  6380;  to  include  domestic  ser- 
vants,  6448;  to  include  a  teraUon  of  condi- 
tions in  definition  of  "lock-out,  6470, 
(clause  .7).  6534;  {clause  40),  f^^^"^^^^' 
(clause  43).  rules,  6673;  l^lause  55), 
preference  and  politics.  6823,  6^,  7017. 

^018,  7>oSi  3«-,  "°'»' 

tatives'  message  (preference),  8054.  8074, 

8082;  adoption  of  report,  8089 

Defence  Bill    1904.  r?."**  M* 

amendment  as  to* constitution  of  Council, 

Tedliil  Iron  Works,  "96 

Grant  of  Supply,  m.,  947  c,„„,„ 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  R=»>«»y  S««y 

Bill.  aB.  (adjournment  of  debate),  B450 
Ministerial   statement,  to   adjourn  de- 

Seiutor,  case  of,  privilege,  736S 
Order  of  business,  546.  4356,  8a3J 
Papua  (British  New  Gumea)  Bill  in  com., 
l?lause  I},  amendment  to  change  name  to 
'.Austral-urn  New  Guinea.-  T^-M;  ("^l^use 
21),  amendment  for  joll  fn  drmk  traffic, 
•■Q4I   8032;  State  control  of,  S405  , 
Ri^Sa^  Attack  on  Britidi  Trawlers  ^39 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  2B.,  amdt.,  1782. 
in   ««.   (clause   2).    1891.    i^,  J^-  i 
(clause  3).  '965.  »960'  1375.  »98.).  '"■i 
suspend  Standing  Orders,  1984 
Tobacco,  National  Monopoly,  129? 
Trade  Marks  Bill,  in  com.  (clause  17-for. 
bidden  words),  4001;  new  clatise  (trade 
union  marks),  4»36i  recom.,  7284 

House  of  RefTCscntatives: 

Adioumment,  Sjwcial,  6299 
Chairman  of  Committees,  685 
rhinese  in  the  Transvaal,        007  . 
8S"t  on  and  Arbitration  DiU    «  com 
(Clause  4).  amendment  to  include  public 

:Ss.''*i243i  (-clause  4).  ^  "J^ll  • 
dispute  relating  to  agriculture,  &c.,  2043  , 
to  mclude  domestic  servants,  2202 ;  as  to 
inclusion  of  State  railway  servants,  1707. 

827  as  to  Commonwealth  or  State  mdus- 
iries,  1836;  (clause  y),  to  make  con- 
sent of  a  majority  of  members  neces- 
sarv  ai04;  to  omit  provision  for  consent 
bv'a  majority  of  a  committee,  2305: 
(clause  ^7),  to  limit  common  rule,  2356; 

c  S  48).  P«f"««.  =^690.  3030-1; 

(proposed  new    clause  -  commencement). 


Divisions — continued. 

3383;  (clause  48),  amendment  on  motica 
to  recommit,  4264;  (clause  62),  amend- 
ment to  permit  preference  to  "political'' 
unions,  4531 ;  Senate's  amendments  (■■., 
that  Chairman  leave  the  Chair),  7536;  to 
ioclude  agricultural  workers,  7756 ;  to  in- 
clude domestic  servants,  7760;  preference, 
approval  of  majority,  7881,  7971 ;  adop- 
tion of  report  as  to  disagreements,  801  j; 
on  adoption  of  reasons  for  dis^reeing, 
8017 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  m.,  to  appropriate  moneys,  4676;  as., 
5629 ;  in  com.  (clause  2],  amendment  for 
refund  of  cost,  75^1 ;  3R.,  7571 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  at.,  8127 

Ministry — Want  of  Confidence,  5577 

Order  ot  Business,  83 

Papua  (British  New  Guinea)  Bill,  in  com. 
(clause  a8),  amendment  to  provide  adult 
suffrage,  6516;  to  provide  for  six  non -offi- 
cial members  of  Council,  6517;  new  clause 
(drink  traffic),  7545,  7553,  7557;  Sraate's 
message,  (clause  21)  8612,  86t6 

Preferential  Trade,  m. .  by  Mr.  Deakis 
(adjournment  of  debate),  8354,  8552 

Sea-C;arriage  of  Goods  Bill,  3R.,  7593 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  2R.,  amendment, 
that  Constitution  be  amended  to  strike  out 
loo-miles  limit,  3477;  m.,  as  to  method 
of  selection,  3501,  3519,  3614;  in  e^m. 
(clause  2),  amerdment  to  insert  "  Welare- 
gang,"  3954 

Supply,  Division  19,  amendment  to  reduce 
vote  of  electoral  officer  by  £^00,  6420;  to 
reduce  vote  for  Registrar  by  £^0,  643T ; 
on  motion  for  postponement,  6583'!  on  a*,  to 
resume  lapsed  sitting,  6593 ;  to  reduce  vote 
for  Governor-General,  6643;  to  reduce  vote 
for  Secretary,  Defence  Department,  6911 

Webster,  Mr.,  that  he  be  further  heard, 
6753 

BXTHRHAI.  AFFAIRS. 

Abokiginis. 

House  of  Refresenlalives : 

Oht.  as  to  slavery  amongst,  in  Western 
Australia,  by  Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards,  937 

ALEENS,  Colovbed. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

.  Question  as  to  competition  of,  1^  Mx. 
Wilkinson,  2538 
Question  as  to  employment   of  Chinese 
upon  Queensland  sugar  plantations,  bv 
Mr.  Bamford,  44or 

Question  as  to  naturalized  Chinese  and 
Japanese,  by  Mr.  Bamford,  6210 

"  Aramac,"  s.s. 

House  of  Refresentattves : 

Ott.  as  to  safety  of  passengers  by,  by  Mr. 
Deokin,  489,  719 

Set  PoitiiiMtw-Ora«nil 


Digttjzed  by 


Google 


March  8  to  December  IS,  1904- 


li 


ExmHAL  Affairs — eetUinued. 
Australian  Affaiks. 

House  of  RefresentaHves: 

Question  as  to  criticism  ofi  in  Finaneial 
Timeit  hy  Mx.  Mahon,  59i69 
Senate; 

Question  as  to  misstatements  abroad  legard- 
ing,  by  Senator  Higgs,  7473 

AUSTSAUA. 

House  of  Refresentatives; 

Question  as  to  publication  of  map  of,  by 
Mr.  McDonald,  76x9 

AUSTKALUN  COimNGEIfTS. 

See  DafuMW. 

CONTKABAXD  OF  WAR. 

House  of  Re^esentativet : 

Question  as  to  violation  of  laws  >f  neu- 
trality regarding,  by  Mr.  McDonald* 
3693 

COFSLAND,    Ms.  HENSr. 
House  of  Refresenlatives: 
Obs.  as  to  Death  of,  2653 

Federal  Agencies,  State  Tax.\tiox  or. 
Senate : 

Question  as  to  judgment  of  High  Court,  by 
Senator  O'Keefe,  6532 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Questions  as  to  Government  action  regard- 
ing decision  of  High  Court,  by  Mr. 
Fisher,  Mr,  J.  Cook,  Mr.  Poynton,  6563; 
Mr.  Poynton,  Mi.  Maloney,  6596 

MoUoD  for  imposition  of  P'ederal  Income 
Tax,  by  Mr.  Hutchison,  6842'^,  7732-40 

Question  as  to  amount  of  loss  to  .States 
resulting  from  decision  of  High  Court, 
by  Sir  John  Forrest,  6881 

Question  as  to  suggestions  for  overcoming 
difficulty  created  by  High  Court  deciaon, 
by  Sir  John  Forrest,  6918;  obs.y  by  Mr. 
Deakin,  7664 

Questions  as  to  judgment  of  High  Court 
regarding,  by  Sir  J.  Quick,  6479,  7111 

High  CauHissiomtR. 
Senate : 

Question  as  to  rumoured  intention  to  ap- 
point.  Sir   John    Forrest,    by  Soutor 
O'Keefe,  5794 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  as  to  representation  of  States  by, 

by  Mr.  Watkins,  3393 
Question  as  to,  acting  upon  proposed  Coun- 
cil of  Advice  to  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies,  by  Mr.  Carpenter,  339a 
Question  as  to  intentions  of  Government 
regarding  appointment  of,  by  Mr. 
Crouch,  4520 

HouE  Rule  fob  Iulano. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Motion  for  presentation  of  address  to  the 
Throne  in  favour  of,  by  Mr.  Ronald, 
7730-33;   q.t  by  Mr.  Rcmald,  8093 


ExTESNAL  Areaa-s— continued. 
iMPEsiAL  Conference. 

Senate : 

Question  as  to  rrpresentattoa  of  Austra- 
lia at  proposed,  by  Senator  Higgs,  8230 
Question  by  Senator  Dobson  as  to  sugges- 
tions by  Sir  F.  Pollock,  7892 

Immigration. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  as  to  movement  in  favour  of,  to 
Northern  Australia,  by  Sir  J.  L.  Bony- 
thon,  5630 

Question  as  to  communications  with  States 
Governments  regarding  enconragement 
of,  by  Mr.  Groom,  5738 

Senate : 

Question  as  to,  of  consumptives,  by  Sena* 
tor  Story,  603a 

iBOaCKATION  RESTRICnON  ACT. 
Senate  : 

Questions  as  to  coloured  aliens,  by  Senator 

Smith,  835,  1256 
Questions  as  to  administration  of,  by  Sena- 
tor Pearce,  939,  4581  ;  by  Senator  Puis* 
ford,  3634 

Question  as  to  application  of,  to  Nor- 
wegian Sailors,  by  Senator  Guthrie,  1737 
Question  as  to  Chinese  in  Western  Austra- 
lia, by  Senator  Pearce,  7160 
Question  as  to  admission  of  natives  of 

India,  by  Senator  Pearce,  7574 
Obs.  as  to  administration  of,  8169,  8177 

House  of  Refretentativet: 

Obs.  as  to  Petriana  case,  by  Mr.  Deakin, 
456 

Motion  for  return  of  alien  immigrants,  07 

Mr.  Carpenter,  730 
Question   as  *to   Italian   Immigration  to 

W.A.,  by  Mr.  Frazer,  1184 
Questions  as  to  application  of,  to  Nor- 
wegian Sailors,  by  Mr.  Watkins,  1523; 
by  Mr.  Hume  Cook,  3^13 
Question  as  to  administration  of,  at  Fre< 

mantle,  by  Sir  John  Forrest,  1535 
Question  as  to  exclusion  of  Japanese,  by 

Sir  J.  L.  Bonython,  1897 
Questions  as  to  evasion  of,  by  Mr.  Bam- 
ford,  2250,  2312,  2371;  by  Mr.  Carpen- 
ter, 4497 

Question  as  to  proposed  introduction  of 
Italians  to  Queensland,  b^  Mr.  Deakin, 
2583;  obs.  on  supply  motion,  2585-2614; 
f.,  by  Mr.  Bamford,  2692 
Questions  as  to  Stelling  case,  by  Mr.  B. 

Smith,  3071,  3173 
Question  as  to  amendment  of  provisions 
prohibiting  introduction  of  contract  la- 
bour, by  Mr.  Higgins,  4519 
Exfl.  as   to   administration    of,   by  Mr. 
Reid,  4758;  q.,  by  Mr.  Ronald,  5970; 
by  Mr.  Crouch,  6698;  by  Mr.  Carpenter, 
Mr.  Tudor,  Mr.  Bamford,  6882;  by  Mr. 
McDonald,  7619 
Questions  as  to  admission  of  natives  of 
India,  by  Mr.  Higgmi,  5592,  6478,  6563, 
8092 
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ExTESNAL  Affairs — continued. 

Questions  as  to  Italian  boy  immigiants, 
by  Mr.  Mauger  and  Mr.  Foyntoa,  6481 

Question  as  to  returns  of  coloured  aliens 
admitted  to  Commonwcahb,  by  Mr. 
McDonald,  8592 

Land  SEmxiiENT. 
House  of  R'efresetttatives: 

Ois.  on  supply  motion  as  to  encourage- 
ment of,  2585-2614 

Lepers. 
House  of  Refresentatives : 
Question  as  to  number  of  in  Queensland, 
by  Mr.  Wilkinson,  6919,  7411 

Set  ]P«wtma8tsF-0«iianJ. 

Naturauzatioh  Act. 
House  of  Refresentalives: 
Question  as  to  fees  under,  by  Mr.  Wilkin- 
son, 490 

New  Caudonu. 

House  of  Refresentaiives : 

Question  as  to  transportation  to,  by  Mr. 
Willis,  760 

Mew  GtnxEA. 
Senate  : 

Questions  as  to  Commission  to  inquire  into 
alleged  shooting  of  natives,  by  Senator 
Smith,    1464,   3529,  3635 

Motion  for  production  of  papers  relating 
to  charges  against  Executive  Council  of, 
by  Senator  Higgs,  5805-26,  766^^3 

Questions  as  to  protection  of  aborigines  and 
appointment  of  Commission  to  report  on 
peace,  order,  and  good  government  of,  by 
Senator  Higgs,  6533,  6849 

Question  as  to  alienation  of  land  in,  by 
Senator  Walker,  7891 ;  motion  for  return, 
by  Senator  Walker,  S169 

House  of  Refresentaiives: 

Question  as  to  alleged  shooting  of  natives, 

by  Mr.  Johnson,  1299 
Question  as  to  Commission  of  Inquiry,  by 

Mr.  Bamford,  1395 
Question  as  to  Bill  for  administration  of, 
by  Mr.  Higgins,  7408 
Ste  Jaitioa. 
New  Hebrides. 
Senate  : 

Questions  as  to  representation  of  Common- 
wealth in  Anglo-French  Commission,  by 
Senator  Smitb,  1464,  3173 

Question  as  to  constitution  of  Commis- 
sion, bv  Senator  Smith,  2856,  6153 

Motion  affirming  desirableness  of  allow- 
ing rebate  of  duty  on  imports  from,  by 
Senator  Smith,  3646,  3654,  4083-4100, 
7673 

Question  as  to  settlement  in,  by  Senator 
Higgs,  7890 

Question  as  to  proposed  French  annexation 
of,  by  Senator  Smith,  8168 

Question  as  to  alienation  of  land,  by  Sena- 
tor Walker,  7S9r ;  motion  for  return, 
8169 


External  Affairs — eontinutd. 
House  of  Refretetitativesz 

Question  as  to  protection  of  Coki^c:- 
wealth  interests  under  Anglo-Frct^ 
Treaty,  by  Mr.  Crouch,  r78l4 

Question  as  to  promoting  Avez^-^ 
settlement  in,  by  Mr.  JobnsoD.  r-" 
by  Mr.'Hume  Cook,  7521 ;  motkn 
ing  desirableness  of  encouraging  A'-ft*. 
lian  settlement  in,  and  arriving  jt  1.  - 
satisfactory  arrangements  for  coouo;  .:, 
by  Mr.  Johnson,  36S1-36S8,  5873-74 

Motion  for  return  of  British  settlra-r.'  z 
and  trade  with  Australia,  by  Mr.  Hlz; 
Cook,  4029 

Question  as  to  proposed  French  aaacuLcs 
of,  by  Mr.  Webster,  7^7 

See  Trad*  and  Customs. 

Geru&n  Trai»  in  the  Pacific. 

See  l^ads  ud  Onatomi. 

PAanc  ISLAHD  Labooieu  Act. 
Senate: 

Question  as  to  removal  of  restrictions  urn 
kanaka  traffic,  by  Senator  Giveu.  -j.-i 

Questicm  as  to  administration  of,  br  StL^ 
tor  Higgs,  7573 

House  of  Refresentaiives: 
Questions  as  to  repatriation  of  Poljnefcias, 
by  Mr.  Bamford,  79,  1785,  joj;;  1L-. 
Wilkinson,  rt22,  2538,  3329,  3573 

PEARUNG  INDDSIST. 
Senate  : 

Obs.  as  to  employment  of  Papuns  It 
Senator  Smith,  2883;         3153,  jti^  ' 

House  of  Repesentatives : 
Question  as  to  employment  of  coloDrtd 
aliens,  by  Mr.  Bamford,  3035;  by  Sir 
J.  Forrest,  3246,  3451 

Peerienzial  Tsadb. 

<See  Trada  and  CBatmna. 

Premiers'  Conference. 
Senate  : 

Question  as  to  subjects  to  be  discutied  sJ. 
by  Senator  Dobson,  7773;  br  Seuar 
Walker,  7S92;   ods.,  8169 

House  of  Representatives : 

Question  as  to  subjects  to  discused  a:, 
by  Mr.  Higgins,  7717 

Quarantine. 

See  Tvada  and  Owtoma. 

QCEEK  ViCTORU  MEtfORIAL. 

Senate  : 

Question  as  to  papers  relating  to  ptvpostU 
by  Senator  Stewart,  S168 

Rabbit  DESTBtKnnoN. 

House  of  Refresenlaiivei: 

Question  as  to  negotiating  with  Faitesr') 
agents  regarding,  by  Sir  Wm.  Lff«. 
4403 
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CTEKNAL  Aftaihs — continued. 
Russian  Atxacic  Om  BamsR  Fishing  Fueet. 

Senate: 

Motion  expresting  indignation  at  attack, 
and  sjrmpathiung  with  Great  Britain's 
demands  on  Russia,  by  Senator  Symon, 
6257-79;  Message  from  Governor-Gene- 
ral, 6325  '  ,  .  .J 

Motion  approving  of  reference  of  incident 
to  International  Commission,  by  Senator 
Higgs,  6433-39 
House  of  Refresentatives : 

Questions  by  Mr.  Watson,  5969;  by  Mr. 
O'Malley,  7173  . 

Motion  expressing  indignation  at  attack, 
and  sympathiiing  with  Great  Britam  s 
demands  on  Russia*  by  Mr.  Reid,  6396; 
message  from  the  King,  6786 

South  Africa. 
House  of  Refresentaiives: 
Question  as  to  admission  of  Australians,  by 
Mr.  Crouch,  75*3 

Tarift  Couuission. 

Stt  Trad*  and  Cwtoma. 

Titles. 

House  of  Refresentaiives: 
Question  as  to  recommendations  for  titles, 
by  Mr.  Crouch,  2695,  aSoo 

Tkansvaal. 
Senate : 

Motion  protesting  against  introduction  of 
Chinese,  by  Senator  McGregor,  sy-S^S 

Question  as  to  terms  of  Anelo-Chioese 
Convention,  by  Senator  Smith,  xapa 

Haust  of  Refresem/aiives: 
Question  as  to  refusal  to  admit  Mr.  W.  T. 
Stead  to  Transvaal,  by  Mr.  Thomas, 
719 

Motion  protesting  against  introduction  of 
Chinese,  by  Mr.  Watson,  696-719,  720- 
755*  79»*>7i  amendment  by  Mr.  John- 
son, 738 

Unifosu  Rjulwat  Gauge. 
House  of  Representatives! 

Question  as  to  Conference  regarding,  by 
■  Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards,  2658 

Weatbes  Bdik&o. 

House  of  Refresenlaiives: 

Question  as  to  establishment  of  Federal, 
by  Mr.  Gfoom,  808,  1525,  6917 

Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Keating,  3634 
WESTERN  AOSTRAUAH  IJCISLATION. 
House  of  Refresentatives : 
Oht.  as  to  action  of  Sir  John  Forrest  io 
connerioa  with,  5216 

Whiti  Ocean  Poucy. 
House  of  Refresentatives : 
Question  as  to  attitude  of  Prime  Minister 
regarding,  by  Mr.  Webster,  7*06 


OOVBRNHBNT. 

ArrOtNEY-GENEBAL. 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Reid  as  to  Don-inclusion 
of,  in  labour  caucus,  2798 

ComntoL  OF. 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Tudor  as  to  statement 
in  Hobart  Uereury  alleging,  by  caucus, 
X396 

POUCT  OF. 
Senate : 

Ministerial  statement  by  Senator  McGregor 
as  to,  1257 

Ministerial  statement  by  Senator  Symon  as 
to,  4328;  debated,  435^-44oi>  4463-9S* 
4581-4630,  5706^ 

Hcmse  of  Refresentatives: 

Ministerial  statement  by  Mr.  Watson  as 
to,  1267;  obs.  by  Mr.  Watson,  S287;  de- 
bated, 1331-50,  1353-93*  1397-1461.  i5"6- 
84,  1635-72 

Ministerial  statement  by  Mr.  Reid  as  to, 
4340;  debated,  4404^^1  4499-45'8 

Question  by  Mr.  Watson  as  to  Ministerial 
attitude  towards  Socialism,  4520 

Question  by  Mr.  Page  as  to  speech  by 
Government  Whip,  6088 

PosinoN  OF. 
Senate: 

Question  by  Senator  Pearce  as  to  adjourn* 
ing  the  Senate  pending  the  decision  of 
other  House  on  on  amendment  to  Con- 
ciliation and  Arbitration  Bill,  1104 

OAi.  by  Senator  McGregor  as  to  formation 
of  Ministry  by  Mr.  Watson,  1245 

Obs.  by  Senator  Symon  as  to  formation  of 
Ministry  by  Mr.  Reid,  4284 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Obs.  by  Mr.  Deakin  relative  to,  1344 

Obs.  by  Mr.  Watson  as  to  formation  of 
Ministry,  1247;  debated,  1347-54 

Obs.  by  Mr.  Watson  as  to  tiie  effect  of 
an  amendment  on  clause  48  of  Concilia- 
tion and  Arbitration  Bill,  2690 ;  ques- 
tion by  Mr.  Reid,  2696;  obs.  by  Mr. 
Watson  and  Mr.  Reid,  2697 
Question  by   Mr.  Willis,  whether,  after 
the  amendment  of  clause  62  of  Concilia- 
tion and  Arbitration  Bill,  Mr.  Watson 
intended  to  retain  office,  3031 
Obs.  by  Mr.  Watson  as  to,  and  the  resig- 
nation of  Ministry,  4365 
Obs.  by  Mr.   Reid  as  to  formation  of 

Ministry,  4365 
Question  by  Mr.  Thomas  as  to  defeat  of 
Watson  Administration,  4402 

Question  by  Mr.  Frazer  as  to  offer  cS  a 
portfolk)  to  a  representative  of  Western 
Australia,  4519 
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Co\^Ktna.^T—toniinued. 
SCPFOBTOS  OF. 

House  of  Refreseniativet: 

Question  by  Mr.  Kelly  on  a  paragraph  in 
Melbourne  Argus  as  to  promises  to  mem- 
bers to  become,  1350,  1397 

Question  by  Mr.  Crouch  as  to  plans  of  cot- 
tages promised  to  electors  by.  1897 

Trkasuber. 
House  of  Representatives: 
Question  by  Mr.  Page  as  to  reported  resig- 
nation 01,  6699 

Want  of  Confidence. 
House  of  Representatives: 

Motion  by  Mr.  Watson  that  the  Adminis- 
tration does  not  possess  the  confidence  of 
the  House,  4696;  debated,  4707-58,  4760- 
4822,  4826-82,  4882.4916,  4938-73.  4988, 
5045,  5046-5113,  5114-62,  5162-5214, 
5220-86,  5^-5345.  5346-83,  5383-S445» 
S45o-S5»5>  55«5-;7J  negatiTcd,  5578 
Senate : 

Obs.  as  to  Want  of  Confidence  Motion  in 
House  of  Representatives,  4683,  4986, 
5445 

HOME  AFFAIRS. 

Annual  Reforts. 

House  of  Representatives: 
Question  as  to,  u[K)n  working  of  Depart- 
ment, by  Sir  J.  Forrest,  3538,  2799 

COUICONWEALTH  FLAG. 
Senate  : 

Motion  for  production  of  papers  relating 
to  selection  of,  by  Senator  Neild,  1584 

House  of  Representatives : 
Motion  as  to  display  of,  by  Mr.  Crouch, 
i6o5-r6io,   r9i3 ;   q.   by   Mr.  Cwuch* 
2695 

Eleciosal. 
Senate : 

Question   as  to   amendment  of  Act  by 

Senator  Dobson,  940 
Question  as  to  remuneration  of  officers,  by 

Senstor  Neild,  1106 

House  of  Representatives : 

Question  as  to  Kalgoorlie  Returning  Offi- 
cer, by  Mr.  Frazer,  17a 

Questions  as  to  instructions  by  Electoral 
Department  by  Mr.  Watson,  455;  by 

Mr.  Fuller,  666 
Questions  as  to  Melbourne  election,  by  Mr. 

McCay,  490;    obs.   by  Sir   T.  Forrest, 
^585 

Questions  as  to  Wimmera  election,  by  Mr. 
Fuller,  490,  586,  761,  809 

Questions  as  to  cost  of  General  Elections, 
by  Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards,  586,  807 

Question  as  to  election  statistics,  by  Mr. 
S.  Smith,  5S7 

Question  as  to  inquiry  into  electoral  irre- 
gularities, by  Mr.  S.  Smith,  665 

Question  as  to  marking  ballot-papen,  by 
Mr.  Hutchison,  758 


Home  Affairs — continued. 

Questions  as  to  payments  of  police,  by 
Mr.  Crouch,  7O1,  3573;  by  Mr.  Tudor, 
3573!  hy  Mr.  David  Thomson,  4403 

Obs.  as  to  remuikeration  of  officers,  by 
Mr.  Mauger,  807 ;  by  Mr.  Page,  988;  by 
Mr.  Johnson,  1133,  6298;  by  Mr. 
Robinson,  2427;  q.  by  Mr.  Brown,  6382, 
;947 

Question  as  to  payment  of  candidates'  ex- 
penses, by  Mr.  Poynton,  8og;  obs.,  938; 
q.  by  Mr.  Groom,  8091 ;  oif.,  8352 

Obs.  as  to  amendment  of  Act,  by  Mr. 
O'Maltey,  1040 

Obs.  as  to  administration,  r287 

Question  as  to  conduct  of  poll  at  Pengnb, 
by  Mr.  O'Malley,  1299 

Motion  suggesting  desirableness  of  in- 
quiring into  electoral  methods  in  other 
countries,  by  Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards,  1299- 
1310 

Motion  for  appointment  of  Select  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  administration  of 
Electoral  Department,  by  Mr.  Brown, 
1310-1331;  motion  as  to  sittings  and  re- 
port of  Committee,  by  Mr.  McLean, 
1524,  2311;  by  Mr.  Storrer,  3392;  by 
Mr.  McLean,  3392;  by  Mr.  Groom, 
4266,  4988 

Questions  as  to  reports  upon  Melbourne 
and  Riverina  elections,  by  Sir  J.  For- 
rest, 1351,  1897 

Questions  as  to  Rivcrina  election  ballot- 
papers,  by  Mr.  Chanter,  2017,  2105,  2^5 

Question  as  to  additions  to  rolls,  bv  Mr 
Phillips,  2184 

Question  as  to  report  upon  administration 
at  Broken  Hill,  bv  Mr.  Thomas,  2247 

Question  as  to  printing  of  Federal  rolls  m 
New  South  Wales,  by  Mr.  R.  Edwards, 
2250 

Question  as  to  compilation  of  accurate 
roll  for  Ecbuca  division,  bv  Mr. 
McColI,  2468 

Questions  as  to  collection  and  revision  of 
rolls  by  Sir  J.  Quick,  3246;  by  Mr. 
Fuller,  3452;  by  Mr.  Tudor.  3572;  by 
Mr.  Maloney,  4266;  by  Mr.  McDonald, 
Mr.  Batchelor,  and  Mr.  Watson,  5849; 
by  Mr.  McDonald,  6099;  on  Sup- 

ply motion,  6211-20 

Question  as  to  personation  at  elections,  by 
Mr.  Wilks,  3294 

Question  as  to  redistribution  of  electoral 
divisions,  by  Mr.  Brown,  3393 

Obs.  on  motion  for  adjournment  as  to 
Pastoralists'  Association  and  policy,  3632 

Question  as  to  printing  of  SVestem  Aus- 
tralian rolls,  by  Mr.  Fowler,  3812 

Question  as  to  appointment  of  Royal  Cora- 
mission  to  pursue  inquiry  commenced  bv 
Electoral  Act  Committee,  by  Mr.  Con- 

^roy.  3934 

Question  as  to  instructions  for  collecting 
Queensland  rolls,  by  Mr.  Bamford, 
6208 

Question  as  to  inclusion  of  aliens  in  Queens- 
land in  count  for  determining  number  of 
representatives,  by  Mr.  McDonald,  6()iS 

Questions  as  to  holding  of  revision  courts 
and  printing  of  new  rolls,  and  redistribu- 
tion of  seats,  hy  Mr.  Tudor,  Mr.  Higgin^ 
Mr.  Spence,  Mr.  Groom,   Sir  William 
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Lyne,  and  Mr.  Chanter,  7113;  by  Sir 
William  Lyne  and  Mr.  Higgina,  7173; 
by  Mr.  Spence,  7521,  7716 

Obs.  on  adjournment,  motion  as  to  adminis- 
tration, 7308 — 33 

Question  as  to  postmasters  as  returning  offi- 
cers, by  Mr.  Webster,  7948 

Question  as  to  cost  of  referendum,  by  Mr. 
Maloney,  8200 

Question  as  to  reorganization  of  Depart- 
ment, by  Mr.  Watson,  8592 

Federal  and  State  EiBcnoNS. 

Senate : 

Question  as  to  denial  of  free  speecb  att 
by  Senator  Dobson,  1736 

Federal  Capital. 
Setiatt! 

Question  as  to  surveyors*  reports  ^  on 
proposed  sites  for,  by  Senator  Smith, 

543 

Question  as  to  report  by  Sir  J.  Forrest, 
upon  sites  for,  by  Senator  Smith,  1291  j 
motion  for  production  of  report,  by 
Senator  Smith,  1465-1468 

Oti.  as  to  reports  upon,  by  Senator 
Walker,  1604 

Question  as  to  negotiations  with  New  South 
Wales  regarding  site  for,  by  Senator 
Smith.  678)3;  0bt.  8555 

Houts  of  Refresentatives: 

Obs.  as  to  visit  to  sites  for,  643,  756 
Obs.  as  to  report  on  sites  for,  1355,  1287 ; 

question  by  Sir  J.  Forrest,  1526,  3451  j 

by  Sir  W.  Lyne,  3369;  question  by  Mr. 

Chapman,  3572 
Motion  for  return  of  cost  of  inspecting 

and  reporting  upon  sites  for,  by  Mi. 

Robinson,  2383 
Oit.  as  to  Bill  refating  to,  2305 
Question  as  to  report  upon  Upper  Murray  ■ 

site,  by  Mr.  Skene,  2800 
Questions  as  to  climate  at  sites  for,  by  Mr. 

Robinson  and  Mr.  Bamford,  3032 
Questions  as  to  inspection  of  sites  for,  by 

Mr.  Chapman,  and  Mr.  S.  Smith,  3032; 

by   Mr.   Hutchison,  by  Sir  W.  Lyne, 

by  Mr.  Reid,  by  Mr.  Chapman,  3069; 

by  Mr.  Robinson,  by  Mr.  S.  Smith,  Mr. 

Fuller,   and  Sir  W.  Lyne,  3329;  obs, 

3496,  3809 

Obs.  as  to  report  on  Lyndhurst  water  sup- 
ply, by  Mr.  S.  Smith,  3726. 

Personal  explanations  by  Mr.  Crouch,  and 
Mr.  Hume  Cook,  393r 

Question  as  to  proportion  of  Crown  lands 
in  proposed  site  for,  by  Mr.  Bruce 
Smith,  5592,  5630 

Question  as  to  negotiations  with  New 
South  Wales  Government,  relative  to 
site  for,  by  Sir  L.  Bonython,  5592;  by 
Mr.  Fuller,  7307 

tiee  Bills. 


Home  Affairs — continued. 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Bailway. 
Senate  .* 

Question  as  to  attitude  of  South  Australia 
and  Western  Australia  regarding,  by 
Senator  Pearce,  1290 ;  by  Senator  Givens, 

6975 

Question  as  to  report  upon,  by  Senator 

Pearce,  4462,  5704 
Question  as  to  cost  of  proposed  survey  of, 

by  Senator  Dobson,  4681,  6033,  7669 
Question  as  to  expediting  passing  of  Bill, 

by  Senator  Smith,  8168;  obs.  8169 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  as  to  survey  of,  by  Mr.  Carpen- 
ter, 988;  obs.,  1287 

Question  as  to  attitude  of  South  Austra- 
lian and  Western  Australian  Govern- 
ments with  respect  to,  by  Mr.  Carpenter, 
1298 

Question  as  to  charges  of  corrupt  prac- 
tices by  G^emment  a'nd  supporters  in 
connexion  with,  b^  Mr.  Fowler,  2248 
'Question  as  to  attitude  of  South  Australian 
Government,  by  Mr.  Fowler,  3171 

Question  as  to  special  offer  by  Western 
Australia,  by  Mr.  Hume  Cook,  3427 

Question  as  to  reports  upon,  by  Mr.  Car- 
penter, 3569 

Question  as  to  intentions  of  Govenunent 
regarding  Survey  Bill,  by  Mr.  Frazer, 
8200;  obs.,  8555 

See  BUlB. 

Pt3uc  Offices. 
Senate : 

Question  as  to  rent  of,  by  Senator  Keat- 
ine,  943 

Pmic  Sebvicb. 
Sen^e: 

Question  as  to  States  Savings  Bank  offi. 

cers,  by  Senator  Pearce,  543 
Questicm  as  to  Buperannuati«i  fund  for,  by 

Senator  Walker,  1464 
Question   as   to   the   principles  adopted 

in  classification  of,  by  Senator  O'Keefe, 

3634 

Questions  as  to  l^fe  assurance  policies,  by 

Senator  Smith,  2856,  4283,  6050 
Question  as  to  public  servants  taking  part 

in  politics,  by  Senator  Pearce,  4337 
Question  as  to  examinations,  by  Senator 

Givens,  5794 
Question  as  to  pensions  of  transferred  offi- 
cers by  Senator  Smith,  6976;  ebs.  as  to 
classification,  8169 


House  of  Refresentatioes: 

Question  as  to  rights  of  transferred  offi- 
cers, by  Mr.  Poynton,  79 

Obs.  as  to  leave  denied  to  public  ser- 
vants, by  Mr.  Mahon,  757 

Questions  as  to  classification  of  public  ser. 

vants,   by    Mr.    Batchelor,     1043;  Mr. 

Thomas,  3368;  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr. 
Chanter,  3691 ;    Sir   J.    Forrest,  3800, 

3'>73«  3'73:  Mr.  Crouch,  3072;  Mr. 
Hume  Cook,  3123 
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Home  Affairs — continued. 

Ohs.  u  to  classification  icheme,  9651, 
2654,  2690;  obs.  on  supply  motion, 
3275  i  Lonsdale,  5591 ;  by 

Mr.  RoDald,  7619 

Questions  as  to  payment  of  increments,  by 
Mr.  Harper,  1784 ;  by  Mr.  Hutchison, 
aoi8;  by  Sir  J.  L.  Bonython,  440a;  Mr. 
Ronald,  4633 ;  obs.  on  supply  motion, 
2585,  2614  J  S-  by  Mr.  Glynn,  5591 ;  by 
Mr.  Higgins,  5629;  by  Sir  J.  L.  Bony- 
thon,  7173  by  Mr.  j.  Cook,  7305;  by 
Mr.  Poynton,  7411,  8093;  by  Mr.  Bat- 
chelor,  7716,  7839;  by  Mr.  Hume  Cook, 
7811;  by  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  }.  Cook, 
8590 

Questions  as  to  deductions  from  salaries, 
by  Mr.  Poynton,  2184;  ebs.^  2345 

Question  as  to  long  service  leave,  by  Str 
J.  L.  Bonytbon,  2520,  3799 

Questions  as  to  payment  of  Sftlnries  fort- 
nightly, by  Mr.  Ronald,  2539,  4631 ;  by 
Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards.  7618 

Question  as  to  salaries  of  Victorian  trans- 
ferred officers,  by  Mr.  Robinson,  2696 

Question  as  to  administration  of,  by 
Sir  J.  Forrest,  3034;  by  Mr.  Crouch, 
7ri2 

Question  as  to  debts  of  public  servants,  by 

Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards,  3753 
Obt.  on  supply,  aa  to  examinations,  4982 
Question  as  to  life  auurance  policies,  by 

Mr.  Hume  Cook 

Pdbuc  Woucs. 

Senate  : 

Motion  affirming  desirableness  of  con- 
stzncting,  by  day  labour,  by  Senator 
Pearce,  2857-2873,  3225-3243,  3636-45; 
cis.  8169 

Houte  of  RefresentativesT 

Obt.  on  motion  for  adjournment  regarding 

tenders  for,  3331-53*  3535 
Question  as  to  payment  of  minimum  wage 

to  employ^  upon,  by  Mr.  Mauger,  ^to 
Question  as  to  day  labonr  upon,  by  Sir  J. 

Forrest,  6564 

Railway  Passu. 

ftg  PMPllaiMnt. 

SxAXisncAi.  DinixiaDiT. 

Senate : 

Question  at  to  app(^ntment  of  Common- 
wealth Statistician,  by  Senator  Walker, 
653' 

Houte  of  Refrettniatwes: 

Questicn  as  to  establishment  of  Common* 
wealth,  by  Ur.  Wilkinson,  1605 

Tick  Ftm. 
H^ute  of  Refresentatives  : 
QnestioA  as  to  remedy  for,  by  Mr.  Ewing, 
3i7« 


HOUE  AFFAas—€ontituud. 
Wars  CoMsnTAXioH. 

Souse  cf  Refreseniativet : 

Motion  affirming  desirableness  of  joint 
action  by  Federal  and  States  Goveni- 
mentt  io  carrying  out  comprehensive 
scheme,  by  Mr.  McColl,  821-832,  1897- 
1913,  2887-3896,  3673-3680 

Question  as  to  power  of  Commonwealth  to 
construct  works  for,  on  Murray  and 
tributaries,  by  Sir  Wm.  Lyne,  2371 

JUSTIGS. 

COUUONWEALTR  L&WS. 

Hoitse  of  Refresentaiives : 

Question  as  to  Imperial  recognition  of,  by 
Mr.  Higgins,  7205 

High  Couki. 
Senate  : 

Obs.  as  to  supplying  copies  of  judgmenis 
of,  by  Senator  Drake,  1366;  qvestioa, 
1465 

House  of  RefresenitttiuBt: 

Questioa  as  to  decision  in  Tasmanian 
Stamp  case,  as  affecting  exemption  of 
Federal  officers'  salaries  from  State  tax- 
ation, by  Mr.  Poynton,  1524,  3250 
uestioD  as  to  fees,  by  Mr.  Salmon,  379S 
uestions  as  to  work  performed  by,  by 
Mr.  Ewing  and  Mr.  Thomas,  S59>t  mo- 
tions for  returns,  by  Mr.  Ewing  and  Mr. 
Thomas,  5631 

8e/e  Bxtttmal  Aflteln. 

iKstnuNce,  CoicrANT,  and  BAmczirG  Iaws. 
Senate  ! 

Obs.  as  fa  uniform  Insnrance  and  Com* 
pany  Laws,  8169 

House  of  Refresentaiives: 

Question  as  to  uniform  Insurance  and 
Banking  Laws,  by  Mr.  B.  Smith,  859a 

Masbiage  Laws. 
SemUe  : 

Question  ns  to  making,  uniform,  by  Senatw 
GuAzie,  7668,  7893 

Pafua. 

House  of  Refresentativet : 

Obs.  as  to  administration  of  justice  in, 
«3S7 

PSOSECUTIONS. 

House  of  Refresemtatives: 

Question  as  to  arrangements  with  States 
authorities  for  proaeentions  for  Com- 
monweath  offefnes,  by  Mr.  Groom,  iSgy 
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Agreement  between  England  and  Fzaace, 

Asiatics  in  the  Tranavul,  135*  143 

Audit  Act ;  Transfers,  9,  14,  491,  585,  834, 
881,  942,  990,  1105,  1121,  1183,  1357,  1287, 
1396,  146S,  1584,  1605,  2520,  2748,  7944. 
8230,  8306,  8405 

Auditor-Geneial,  9,  So 

Banking  Returns,  7522 

Bass  Straits  Cable,  3^54 

Bisley  Rifle  Team,  1354 

Budget  Papers,  5629,  5704 

Butter  Bonus  Commission^  6848,  6S49 

Bonuses  for  Manufactures  Bill,  9,  14 

Cadet  Corps,  3528 

Capital  Sites,  1254,.  1299,  1468,  1584,  2017, 

«>8i,  2958,  3392,  3129,  3809,  3936,  4327 
Carroll,  Major,  7069 
Chinese  Labour  in  Transvaal,  2694,  3990 
Coloured  Alien  Immigration,  835 
Commonwealth  Electoral  Billj  4499 
Commonwealth  Flag,  2081 
Contract  Post  Offices,  585,  4403 
Council  of  Finance,  6479 
Customs  Act,  1257,  1287,  2530J  2749 
Customs  Statistics,  2694 
Decimal  Coinage,  7839 
Defence  Act,  14,  2958 

Defence  Forces,  9,  834-5,  1257,  1676,  2749, 
2856,  2885,  3129,  3247,  3990,  4327,  4354, 
4403,  4580,  498U,  5it>2,  5450,  5629,  5704, 

6325.  t»479.  7*7*.  230*.  7357*  T^i?.  7»8, 
8230,  8306 
Electoral  Act,  491,  585,  834,  88x 
Electoral  Officers'   C<»iference,  1041 
English  Mail  Service,  129a 
Estimates,  5704 
Excise  Act,  9,  14,  8561 
Federal  Dep6t,  London,  6381 
Foreign  Immigration  and  Emigration,  88x 
General  Election,  9,  14,  172,  587-8 
High  Court  Rulet,  28S,  289,  4354,  4499 
'*  Honorable,"  title  of,  by  members  of  Par- 
liament, 1257,  1267 
Immigration  Restriction  Act,  79,  80,  8o30 
Imports  and  Exports  (Canada,  New  Zea> 

land,  &c.),  881.  4083 
Imports  from  United  Kingdom,  756 
Land  for  Public  Purposes,  288,  289,  833, 
834 

Moloney  v.  UtEaeharHf  491,  35S4,  3749 
Money  Orders,  4630 

New  Guinea  (Papua),  1183,  1S44,  4520,  458<^ 

5629,  5704 
New  Hebrides,  5970 
Opium  Smoking,  2694,  3393,  4340 
Pacific  Islands,  6849,  7256 
Patents  Act,  9,  14,  1257,  1287,  1952,  1914, 

6974.  6975.  7308 
Patents  Commissioner,  700 
Patents  Office,  1257,  1287 
Pelriana  Case,  135,  143 
Postal  Associations,  1290,  1584 
Postal  Officials,  1737,  1859 
Post  and  Telegraph  Act,  834,  881,  4oS3>  4140 
Public  Buildings,  5629,  5704 
Public  Service,  9,  14*  79i  &>>  17>'  '89, 

1676,  3584,  4&3,  4140,  4695,  4938,  6381, 

8555.  8561 
Queen  Victoria  Memorial,  7256,  7308 
Rents,  Departmental,  1357 
Rifle  Clubs,  3327,  3896 
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Riverina  Election,  2584,  3749 
Rules  Publication  Act,  388,  389 
Secretary  of  State,  telegram,  6381 
Secret  Service  Code,  195a 
South  Africa,  troops  supplied  bjp  States  for, 
128;^ 

Standing  Orders,  Senate,  233 
"  Stripper  Harvesters,"  6596 
Sugar  Bounties,  6596,  6650 
Telegraph  and  Telephone  Buuness,  Qt 
land,  7839 

Transcontineutal  Railway,  r39i,  1399,  1350 

5794.  6153,  6307 
Treasurers'  Conference,  14 
Treasurer's  Statement,  9,  80 
Withers,  P.  L.,  4365 
Woolloongabba  Post  Office,  1605 

PARI.IAMENT. 

Causes  of  Calling  ; 
Govemor-Geaeral  to  declare  the,  5 

CONVXKING  c»: 
Proclamation  read,  5,  g 

Houses  of  : 
Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  O'Keefe,  as  to  enter- 
ing into  an  agreement  for  the  rental  of, 
3635 

House  of  Refreseniaiives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Swing,  as  to  use  of  re- 
freshment-room and  consumption  of 
spirits,  38ri 

Laboub  Pasty  : 
House  of  Refreseraativet: 

Question  by  Mr.  Kiuhc,  as  to  loyalty  of. 

Question  by  Mr.  Bamford,  as  to  caucus. 
4028 

Library  of  : 

Senate : 

Question  1»  Senator  Smith,  as  to  the  pur- 
chase 0}  books  for,  5705 

Meubers  OF: 

House  of  Xep-esentathes: 

Obs.  as  to  grant  of  title  of  "  Honorable  " 
to,  1355 

Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  Matbeson  as  to  a 
picture  of,  by  Mr.  T.  RoberU,  3989 

Prorogation  of: 

House  of  Refreseniaiives: 

Obs.  by  Mr.  Keid,  as  to  hour  for,  8555; 
pror^ation,  8588 

Sessions  of  : 

Question  by  Senator  Pearce  as  to  holding, 
in  summer,  X584,  1737 

Speech  to  : 

By  the  Commissioner,  5 
By  the  Governor-General,  7,  14,  8588 
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VAKLUMMm—ecntinued. 

Addkess-in-Beflt  : 

Goveraor-General's  Speech  reported  by  the 
President,  g;  Address-in-Reply  moved  by 
Senator  Trenwith,  27 ;  seconded  by  Senator 
Mulcahy,  38;  debated,  46-79^  135-142,  233- 
288,  353 ;  amendment  proposed  by  Senator 
Dawson  relative  to  preferential  trade,  360, 
and  withdrawn,  377;  Address-in-Reply 
agreed  to,  400;  presentation  of,  545,  549 

Adjournment  Motion,  Formal  : 

Military  Forces,  ^129 
Ocean  Mail  Service,  8563 

Adjournuents,  Special  : 

Motions  for,  by  Senator  Playford,  9,  643, 
987,  1181 ;  by  Senator  McGregor,  1345, 
1298,  1604,  2183,  2882,  3244,  3664,  4139; 
by  Senator  Symon,  4284,  4683,  4986,  J44Si 
6532,  6849,  7172,  7488,  7803,  8199,  &|i&9 

Question  by  Senator  Fearce  as  to,  1104 

Bills  : 

Ods.  as  to  the  omission  of  a  notification  that 
a  Bill  originated  in  the  House  of  Repre* 
lentatives,  7479 

Business  of  : 

Motion  by  Senator  Playford  to  regulate  order 
of,  37;  ois.  as  to,  41x1 

Motion  to  postpone  Government  business, 
by  Senator  Playford,  545;  by  Senator 
Symon,  8231 

Motion  by  Senator  Playford  to  postpone  pri- 
vate business,  ir82 

06s.  by  the  President  as  to  preparation  of 
the  notice-paper,  1182,  4354 

Ots.  as  to  private  business,  4339,  5732-7 

Questions  as  to  order  of,  by  Senator  Neild, 
4354;  by  Senator  Pearce,  j^a;  by  Sena- 
tor Millen,  6152;  by  Senator  Stewart,  8362 

Obs.  as  to  progress  of,  5936,  6151 

Motion  by  Senator  Symon  to  give  prece- 
dence to  Government  business,  789a 

Chairman  of  Committees  : 

06s.  as  to  time  for  election  of,  400-2 ;  Sena* 
tors  Higgs  and  Best  nominated,  and  Sena- 
tor Higgs  chosen  b;^  ballot  as,  552 

Senator  Dobson  appointed  to  act  temporarily 
as,  549 ;  President's  warrant  nominating 
temporary  Chairmen  of  Committees 
tabled,  834 

Obiectton  to  ruling  of,  by  Senator  Symon, 
8060 

DtspuTED  Returns  Committee  : 

President's  warrant  nominating  members  of, 
tabled,  134 

Hansard. 
Return  of  proofs,  3856 

House  CCMMrnxE : 
Motion  by  Senator   Playford   to  appoint, 

37 


Pasuamint— Senate-^0if/ifiHrtf. 

LOBARy  COMUITXra  : 

Motion  by  Senator  Playford  to  appoint,  37; 
Report  from,  tabled  and  read,  643a 

Officers  of  : 

06s.  by  the  President  as  to  absence  of  two 
Hansard  reporters  and  Usher  of  Black 
Rod  with  a  Select  Committee,  3153-5 

Powns  OF: 
Obs.  by  Senator  Playford  as  to  omisnon  of 

recognition  of,  in  all  matters  of  finance, 

in  Governor-General's  Speech,  400 
Motion  by  Senator  Neild  as  to  provisira  of 

revenue  and  grant  of  supply  being  joint 

act  of  both  Houses,  942 

Fkcsident  ; 

Senate  directed  to  elect  and  present,  5 
Senators  Gould  and  Baker  nominated  as,  6. 

Senator  Baker  elected,  6,  and  presented  te 

Governor-General,  7 

PUNTIMG  COHUmCE  : 

Motion  by  Senator  Playford  to  appoint,  27 
Questions  by  Senator  Macfarlane  as  to  delay 
in  printing  of  documents,  1S37,  1952,  20S1 

Privilege  : 

Obs.  by  Senator  Neild  as  to  non-circulation 
of  military  regulations,  835;  statement  by 
the  President,  940 

Motion  by  Senator  Neild  for  a  Select  Com- 
mittee as  to  an  interference  with  hts  exer- 
cise of  the  right  of  freedom  of  speech  in 
the  Senate,  1106;  committee  reconstitated, 
1244 ;  time  for  bringing  up  report  esttended, 
1298,  1837,  2798,  3636,  5805;  quonun  re- 
d'lcei,  2173;  message  as  to  attendance,  of 
Hon.  A.  Chapman,  2857,  2873 ;  question 
by  Senator  Neild  to  Senator  Best  as  10 
statements  made,  4283;  order  of  di^  f»r 
reception  of  report  postpcued,  4356;  .-e- 
port  presented,  5903 ;  notices  of  motion  br 
Senator  Neild,  P787,  7357 

Senators : 

Administration  of  oath  to,  5,  36,  231 
Leave  of  absence  to,  353,  94a,  13415,  1837, 
195a,  3173,  3856,  3334,  3635,  4083,  7160, 

8363 

SrmKCS  OF : 

Motion  by  Senator  Playford  to  fix  days  for, 
26 

Motion  by  Senator  Playford  relating  to  sns- 

pension  of,  353,  545 
Obs.  as  to  sitting  on  Tuesday,  5732-7,  6151 ; 

motion  by  Senator  Symon,  6335 
Motion  by  Senator  Symon  to  alter  bonr  of 

meeting,  7894 

Standing  Orders  Comicittie  : 

Motions  by  Senator  Playford,  to  constitute, 
37 )  to  appoint  Senator  Best  a  member  of, 
94a 

Paper  relating  to  standing  orders  laid  on  the 
table  by  the  President,  and  referred  to, 
233  i  report  tabled,  1 182 ;  motion  by  Sena- 
tor McGregor  to  adopt  report,  1362 

R^ort  from,  on  Parliamentary  Evidence 
Bill,  presented,  7306 
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ARUAUENT — Senate — continued. 

Stkangek,  Distingoished  : 

Obt.  by  the  President  as  to  |ranting  the 
privilege  of  a  seat  on  the  floor  of  the 
Senate  to  a,  4495i  6032,  6650 

Suspension  of  Rules. 
Appropriation  Bills  (Senator  McGregor},  njZi 

3553;  (Senator  Symon),  7474,  8186 
Case  of  Major  Carroll  (Senator  Smith),  3153 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill  (Senator 

Syraon),  8036 
Defence  Bill  (Senator  Symon),  7601,  7911 
Hour  of  Meeting  (Senator  Symon},  7894 
Motion  without  notice  [Senator  Smith),  3155 
Papua  Bill  (Senator  Sjnnon),  7601,  &f09 
Presentation  of  Petition   (Senator  Gould), 

7665 

Seat  of  Government  Bill  (SAiator  McGregor)^ 
1983 

Supply  Bills  (Senator  McGregor),  2873, 
3553 »  (Senator  Symon),  4310,  6033 

aonn  of  Ri^nuiitatlTM. 

Addkess-in-Refly  : 

Governor-General's  speech  reported,  15;  Ad- 
dress-ia-Reply  brought  up,  r5 ;  read,  16; 
moved  by  Mr.  Mauger,  16;  seconded  by 
Mr.  Storrer,  33;  debaied^  83-133,  142-169, 
172-231,  290-353,  403-455,  452-488,  49i-5'H> 
588-043,  667-683;  Address-in-Reply  agreed 
to,  683;  presentation  of,  753,  757 

Adjoubnueni  Motions,  Fokmal  ; 

Commonwealth  Coinage,  7806 
Consecration  of  Banners,  6886 
Electoral  Act  Administration,  7308 
Lyndhunt  Water  Supply,  3726 
Military  Titles,  aio6 
Preference  to  I^cal  Tenderers,  5739 
RiSe  Club  Railway  Pas»es,  7200 
Statements  in  Argus,  6088 
Sub-letting  of  Mail  Contracts,  2521 
Ventilation  of  the  Chamber,  3665 
Want  of  Employment,  3331 

Adjouknuekts,  Spbcul: 

Motions  for,  by  Mr.  Dealcin,  a6,  755,  832, 
1040,  1244;  oy  Mr.  Watson,  1247,  1672, 
2243,  3891,  4264;  by  Mr.  Hughes,  2897, 
3064 ;  by  Mr.  Batcnelor,  3463 ;  by  Ml. 
Rcid,  4282,  4686;  by  Mr.  McLean,  6298 

Obs.f  as  to  Easter  holidays,  643,  756 

Business  of: 

Motions  by  Mr.  Deakin  to  regulate  order 

of,  15,  Si,  83,  1184;  by  Mr.  Reid,  4916 
Obs.  as  to  order  of,  542,  696,  8C7,  3409,  4823 

Sf^S-Sg,  6032,  6505,  7524,  8239;   g.  by 

Sir  William  Lyne,  8090 
Obs.  by  Mr.  Mahon,  as  to  position  of  notices 

of  motion,  665 
Obs.  as   to   conduct   of,    1461-2,  1735>6, 

5937.  6203-7,  74o8-»o 
Motion  to  postpone  general  busmess,  by  Mr. 

Wats3n,  4155,  4197;  by  Mr.  Reid,  4266, 

4403,  4823,  5288 
Question  by  Mr.  Batchelor,  as  to  attempts 

to  count  out  the  House,  4520 
Obs.  as  to  progress  of,  5162,  6215-20,  5286-8 
Obs.  as  to  hour  of  adjoumment,5895-59oa 


pAKLiAUENT  —  House   of    Representatives  —  eon' 
tinued. 

Obs.  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  Sessional 
Order  relating  to  general  business,  7423 

Obs.  by  Mr.  Reid  as  to  giving  precedence 
to  Government  business,  7617;  motion  by 
Mr.  Reid,  7717,  7812 

Motion  by  Mr.  Reid  to  postpone  Govern* 
ment  business,  8018 

Motion  by  Mr.  Reid  to  give  precedence  to 
a  notice  of  motion,  general  ousiuesa,  8ot8 

Question  by  Mr.  Maloney  as  to  taking 
divisions  on  private  business  without  de- 
bate, 8593 

Chairman  of  Couuittees  : 

Explanation  by  Mr.  B.  Smith  that  he  was 
not  a  candidate  for  position  of,  402 

Motion  by  Mr.  McLean  for  an  open  exhaus- 
tive ballot  proposed  and  withdrawn,  684 

Motion  by  Mr.  McLean  to  appoint  Mr. 
Salmon,  and  amendment  by  Mr.  McDonald 
to  elect  Mr.  Batdtelor;  amendment  nega- 
tived, imd  motion  agreed  to,  685 

Speaker's  warrant  nominating  temporary 
Chairmen  of  Committees  laid  on  table,  719 

Motion  to  dissent  from  ruling  of,  by  Mr. 
McDonald,  6748;  by  Mr.  Conroy,  82^0 

Motion  by  Mr.  Watson  to  obtain  Mr. 
Speaker's  opinion  on  a  point  of  order  de- 
cided by  the  Chairman,  7990 

Ohi.  by,  at  close  of  session,  8617 

Days  of  Meehng  : 

Motion  by  Mr.  Deakin  to  fix,  80 
Question  by  Mr.  Bamford  as  to  sitting  on 

Saturday  and  Monday,  7618 
Motion  by  Mr.  Reid  to  meet  on  Wednesday 

and  Thursday  at  ten  o'clock,  7S12 

Debate  in  : 

Motion  by  Mr.  McWilliams  for  the  discus- 
sions to  be  confined  within  more  reastm- 
able  limits,  7424 

Dissolution  of  : 

Questions  as  to  a,  by  Mr.  Higgins  and  Mr. 
Watson,  6886;  by  Mr.  Higgms,  7488 

ELEcnoKS : 

Returns  to  writs  announced,  9,  231 
Petitions  against  returns  tabled,  14,  1041 
Orders  of  Court  of  Disputed  Returns  an* 

nounced,  488,  755,  1041,  1254 
Issue  of  wriu,  488,  1041. 

Hansard  : 

Obs.  by  Mr.  Rcid  as  to  condensing  the  re- 
cord of  speeches,  and  by  Mr.  Mahon  as 
to  suspending  the  report,  6771 

Obs.  by  Mr.  McWilliams  as  to  not  proceed- 
ing with  a  notice  of  motion,  in  order  to 
give  the  Hansard  staff  an  opportunity  to 
rest,  684a 

Obs.  by  Mr.  Speaker  as  to  instructions  to 
staff  concerning  interjections  and  repeti- 
tions, 6885 
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Fiai-TAMEWT — House    of  RcpxcMentitnet— con- 
tinued. 

House  CouMiTTEBt 

Motions  by  Mr.  DeakiD  to  appoint,  16}  to 

increase  members  of,  98S. 
O^s.  as  to  ventilation  of  Chamber,  3345) 

3665*7 1 ;  question  by  Mr.  Liddell,  4530; 

statements  by  Mr.   Speaker,  3346,  367r, 

4520 

LiBRAKX  COUUITTEE  : 

Motion  by  Mr.  Deakin  to  appoint,  16;  to  in- 
crease members  of,  98S 
Keport  from,  tabled,  6479 

Meubebs  : 

Administration  of  oath  to,  5,  lOj  79,  sSS, 

587,  664,  SSo,  1680 
Christian  names  of,  obs,  by  Mr.  Speaker  as 

to  printing  tn  Ilansard,  3069 
Leave  of  absence  to.  iiai,  3347,  3311,  2898, 

4630 

Passages   to    England    for,    g.,    by  Mr. 

Thomas,  8200 
Visit  to  the  Ewyalus  by,  obt.  as  to,  3368 

Newsvapis  Attacks  : 

Motion  for  adjournment,  by  Mr.  Isaacs,  as 
to  unwarrantable  statements  in  Argus  re- 
garding himself,  6088;  negatived,  6098 

Pbihtihq  CoumnxB : 

Motion  by  Mr.  Deakin  to  constitute,  16 
Question  by  Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards  as  to  a 

paper  by  Mr.   Knox  being  printed  and 

tabled,  7112 
Reports  presented,  read,  and  agreed  to,  403, 

«5,  988,  3368,  3244,  4833.  yii 

Pbivileges  Committee  : 

Motion  by  Mr.  Mahon,  for  standing  order 
to  provide  for  sessional  appointment  of* 

Questions  : 

Obs.  by'  Mr.  Reid  as  to  giving  notice  of, 

7489 

Railway  Passes  : 
Obi.,  as  to  retention  of,  as  mementoes,  by 
late  members,  169-171 

Recess  : 

Question  as  to  duratimi  of,  by  Mr.  Higgins, 
8093 

Refbeshubkt  Roou  : 

Question  by  Mr.  McDonald  as  to  whether 
the  Commonwealth  paid  for  meals  con< 
sumed  by  members,  6883 

Refebenduh  on  Bills  : 

Question  by  Mr.  Maloney  as  to  cost  of 
taking  a  referendum  on  Bills  in  dispute 
between  the  Houses,  Saoo 

Repsxsbntahom  in  : 

QocstUm  as  to  giving  Queensland  addi- 
tional, by  Mr,  Bamfozd,  wi?;  by  Mr. 
McDonald,  7113 


Parliament —  House   of    Representatives — r«s> 

tinued. 

Sfeakbs,  Mb.  : 

House  directed  to  elect  and  present,  5 
Sir  F.  W.  Holder  elected,  rs;  and  pre- 
sented, 13 

Motion    by   Mr.   Mahon,  that  Sir  F.  W. 

Holder  has  vacated  his  seat,  proposed, 

686 ;  withdrawn,  696 
Motion  to  dissent  from  ruling  of,  1^  Mr. 

Crouch,  6889 

Standing  Orders  Couhittce  : 

Motions  by   Mr.   Deakin,  to  appoint,  z6; 

to  increase  members  of,  989 
Question  by  Mr.  Mahon  as  to  adoption  of 

standing  orders,  403;  motion  by  Mr.  Reid 

for  standing  orders  as  to  lapsed  Bill^ 

8475.  8593 

Stbangeb,  Distixgdished  ; 

Motion  by  Mr.  Deakin  to  accord  a  seat  ts 
Sir  Jenkin  Coles,  83 

SusmfSioN  OF  Rous  : 

Appropriaticm  Bills  (Mr.   Watson),  3171, 

3576;  {Mr.  Reid),  7465 
Conciliation  and  Arbitratioi  Bill  (Mr.  Reid), 

4543 

Defence  BUI  (Mr.  McCay),  7509 

Government  and  Oppositim  (Mr.  Webster), 
4140 

Resumption  of  Committee  (Sir  G.  Turaeri, 
6477 

Resolutions  (Mr.  Reid),  7465 
Seat  of  Government  (Mr.  BatcheloT),  3478 
Seat  of  Government  Bill  (Mr.  Batchelor), 
4039 

Supplv  Bill  (Mr.  Watson),  2887,  3576;  (Mr. 
Reid},  4369;  (Sir  George  Turner),  4937, 

Third  Readings  of  Bills  (Mr.  Reid),  8093, 
820J 

Vote  of  Condolence: 

Motion  by  Mr.  Deakin  for,  on -death  of  Sir 
E.  Braddon,  r4;  reply  from  Lady  Brad- 
don,  489 

PBTITION8. 

Senate  : 

CoDciliatioQ  and  Arbitration  Bill,  against, 
5903 1  in  favour  of  Royal  Comraission, 
7944 

British  New  Guinea,  against  intoxicating 
liquors,  35x8,  7665,  7890 

Navigation  Bill,  to  refer  to  Select  Com- 
mittee, 1104;  to  refer  to  Royal  Commis- 
sion, 1 1 81 

Trade  Marks  Bill,  against  certain  amend- 
ments, 4580;  in  favour  of  certain  provi- 
sions, 7573,  7617;  against  certain  danaes, 
8306 

Wire  Netting  Uanufactore,  in  favotir  of 
bonns,  331 
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EiinONS — eo$itimud. 
HoMtt  of  Refrttentatiues : 

British  New  Guineai  against  iotoxicating 
liquors^  3876.  4028,  7530 

Manufactures  Encouraeement  Bill,  in  favour 
of,  143 

Cameron  v.  Fysh,  1041,  1354 

Chanter  v.  BtatJiwood,  1041 

Conciliation  and  Aibitzation  Bill,  against, 
489,  880,  q88 

Iron  Bonus  Bill,  in  favour  of,  5629 

King  Island,  telegraphic  and  telephonic  com- 
munication, in  favour  of,  4139 

Robertson,  Joho,  M.A.,  of  Moooee  Ponds, 
3170,  3323 

S«a-Carriage  of  Goods  Bill,  against,  8090 


•OSTMABTBR-OBNBRAL. 

CORBESPONDENCE,  DEPAKTUENTAL. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Questicm  by  Mr.  Jdmson,  as  to  replies, 
7»74 

Eastekn  ErriNSiON  Teleckaph  Compant. 

Senate  : 

Question  hy  Senator  Keating  as  to  pur- 
cbase  of  Tasmanian  cable,  353;  m.,  for 
return  as  to  receipts,  3153 

luPEBiAL  Penky  Postage. 

House  of  Refresentatives  ; 

Question  by  Sir  J.  L.  Bonytbon  as  to  piC' 
sent  position,  1299,  1351 

ImxB-STATE  Money  Okdeks. 

House  of  Refreteniaiives: 

Questions  by  Sir  J.  Forrest  as  to  transac- 
tions, 1901-3,  as39.  3397 

HAn.  CONTUCIS. 
Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  Dobson  as  to  tenders 

for  English  mails,  3333 
Question  oy  Senator  Guthrie  as  to  tenden 

for  Northern  Territory  mailt,  3333 

House  of  Refreseniativei: 

Obs.y  on  adjournment,  as  to  negotiations 
for  Bzitisb  tenders,  r33-4 

Qoeition  by  Mr.  J.  Cook  as  to  Orient 
Company's  contract,  143;  by  Mr.  Car- 
penter, 6297 

Questions  by  Mr.  R.  Edwards  as  to  intea- 
tioiks  in  regard  to  English  mails,  808, 
880,  a88s 

Questionsoy  Mr.  Poynton  as  to  sub-letting, 
988,  3312,  3584,  2885,  sSsr,  on  adjourn- 
ment (formal),  2521 

Question  by  Mr.  Knox  as  to  oversea  con- 
tracts, 1288 

Question  by  Sir  J.  Quick  as  to  provision 
for  periuiable  produce,  X524 

Question  by  Mr.  Dugald  Thomson  as  to 
offers  in  connexion  with  British  service, 
2017 

Question  by  Sir  J.  Forrest  as  to  subsidies, 
3538;  as  to  ports  of  call,  7317,  7307, 
7413 


"Bovnusrtai-Gtxm^— continued. 

Questicm  by  Mr.  Watkins  as  to  omisnon 

of  tenders  for  certain  services,  367a 
Questions  by  Mr.  Kelly  as  to  subsidy  for 
Fremantle  and  Geraldton  services,  3672, 
3934 

Question  by  Mr.  McD(»iaId  as  to  mini- 
mum wage  under  cmtracts,  585K 

Question  by  Mr.  Watson  as  to  result  of 
mail  tenders,  6480 

Question  by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook  as  to 
coloured  labour  on  mail  steamers,  6481 

Question  by  Mr.  Higgins  as  to  English 
mail,  6595,  6918, ;  by  Sir  John  Quick, 
7113 

Obs.  cm  Supply  (formal),  7x39-60 

Question  by  Mr.  Kellv  as  to  effect  of  sug- 
gested changes  on  butter  industry,  7205 

Question  by  Mr.  Webster  as  to  "  White 
Ocean  "  policy,  7306 

Question  by  Mr.  Carpenter  as  to  insuring 
weekly  service  with  Great  Britain,  7413 

Question  by  Mr.  Culpin  as  to  New  Heb- 
rides, 74ra 

Question  by  Mr.  Bamford  as  to  New 
Guinea,  7412 

Question  by  Mr.  Knox  as  to  poundage  ar- 
rangements, 7523J  for  full  information, 
8591 

Obs.  on  adjournment  as  to  English  con- 
tracts, 8555 

Mail  Sekvicis. 
Senate: 

Questions  by  Senator  Keating  as  to  de- 
spatch of  New  Zealand  mail  from  Laun- 
ceston,  940;  as  to  Tasmanian  Service^ 
1356 

Question  by  Senator  O'Keefe  as  to  ser- 
vice to  King  Island,  3223 

Obs.  on  adjournment  as  to  late-fee  letter- 
boxes, 3327 

Question  by  Senator  Pulsford  as  to  over- 
sea mail  matter,  3634 

Question  by  Mr.  Knox,  as  to  cessation 
of  late  clearances,  593S;  by  Mr.  Malo- 
ney,  6098;  by  Mr.  Mahon,  6297,  6481 

Question  by  Senator  Gray  as  to  Pacific 
Islands,  6153 

Questions  by  Senator  Higgs  as  to  New 
Hebrides,  7160,  7257;  as  to  New  Heb- 
rides and  New  Guinea,  7473;  as  to 
islands  service,  7891,  81^ 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Sir  J.  L.  Bonytbon  as  to 
island  service,  Victoria  River,  171 

Questions  by  Mr.  Phillips  as  to  discon- 
tinuance of  trains,  Victoria,  1604,  3106 

Motion  by  Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  service  to 
King  Island,  1632,  3754;  g.,  as  to  Bumie 
service,  1785 

Questions  by  Mr.  Chapman  as  to  de- 
liveries in  Sydney  and  Melbourne,  2695, 
3799 

Obs.  on  adjournment  as  to  late  fee  letter 

boxes,  3327 
Questions  by  Sir  W.  Lyne,  as  to  Vu> 

couver  service  and  po8iti<m  of  Queens- 

Uod.  3753.  3813 
Question  by  Mr.  Frazer  as  to  Boulder 

service,  3877 
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Obs.  OD  Supply  (formal),  as  to  lettex-boz 

clearances,  621 1 

Questions  as  to  New  Hebrides,  by  Mr. 
Crouch,  7021  i  by  Mr.  H.  Cook,  7521 

Question  by  Mr.  Bamford  as  to  South 
Pacific,  7111 

Obs.  oa  Supply  (formal),  7139-60 

Question  by  Mr.  Knox  as  to  suburban 
clearances,  Melbourne,  7175 

Question  by  Mr.  Culpin  as  to  Pacific 
Islands,  7307 

Question  by  Sir  J.  L.  Bonython  as  to 
Orient  Company's  vessels  calling  at 
Adelaide,  7618;  by  Mr.  Glynn.  8589 

Question  by  Mr.  Thomas  as  to  free  pas- 
sage to  enable  members  to  carry  Engtish 
mail  matter  as  luggage,  8200 

Newspapers. 
Senate : 

Questions  by  Senator  Findley  as  to  dis- 
tribution of  other  matter  than,  lagif 
1465 

House  of  Refresentalivet ; 

Question  by  Mr.  Kelly,  as  to  rates  of 

postage,  989 

Pacific  Cable. 
Senate  : 

Questions  by  Senator  Smith,  as  to  dateof 
Conference,  &c.,  543;  as  to  Lord 
Jersey's  instructions,  3635,  4973,  5705 

Question  by  Senator  Higgs  as  to  news  ser- 
vice. 1 105 

Obs.  on  Supply  Bill,  4973 

House  of  Representatives! 

Question  by  Mr.  Spence  as  to  employment 
of  Chinese  on  Iris,  760 

Question  by  Mr.  Knox  as  to  conference  and 
agreement,  1184 

Question  by  Sir  j.  Forrest  as  to  financial 
effect  of  sending  all  cablegrams,  not 
specially  marked,  by  Pacific  route,  3312 

Question  by  Mr.  R.  Edwards  as  to 
marked  cables,  25S5 

Question  by  Sir  J.  Quick  as  to  repre- 
sentation on  board,  2602 

Questions  by  Sir  J,  L.  Bonython  as  to  re- 
venue from,  cablegrams,  2694,  2885,  3171 

Penny  Postage. 

House  of  Refresentaiives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Bamford  as  to  effects  in 
Victoria,  2696 

Post  and  Telegraph  Associations,  Victorm. 
House  of  Refresenlatives : 

Questions  by  Mr.  Tudor  as  to  recognition, 
810,  880;  as  to  production  of  correspon- 
dence, 1288 

Questions  by  Mr.  Johnson,  as  to  Lt.-Col. 
Outtrim's  position,  1395 ;  by  Sir  J. 
Quick,  1605 


P0STUASIER-GENERAI^-C9Jlft'lM»tf. 

Post  and  Telegraph  OpnciBS. 

Senate : 

Questions  by  Senator  Pearce  as  to  retire- 
ment of  W.A.  Deputy  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral, i^SSt  1293 
Obr.  on  Supply  Bill,  4973 

Homse  of  Refresentatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Page  as  to  promotions, 

403 

Question  by  Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  retirement 

of  Somerset  postmistress,  1042 
Question  by  Mr.  Hughes   as  to  salaries, 
&c.,    of    letter    carriers     and  sorters, 
Sydney  office,  762 
Questions  by  Mr.  Chapman  as  to  payment 
for  overtime  in   Queensland  and  New 
South  Wales,  1897,  3oiS 
Question  by  Mr.  Crouch  as  to  sa-laries  at 
Geelong,  3398;  as  to  classification,  3074 
Questions  by  Sir  J.  Forrest  as  to  reports 
from  Deputy  Postmasters-General,  3539, 
2696 ;  as  to  duties  and  salaries,  3451 ;  as 
to   Deputy   Postmaster-General,  W.A., 
6918 

Question  by  Mr.  Lee  as  to  increases  of 

salaries.  New  South  Wales,  2585 
Questions  by  Mr.  Bamford,  as  to  cash  dis- 
crepancies, 2694 
Obs.  on  Supply  (formal),  2585 
Questions  by  Sir  J.  L.   Bonython,  as  to 
payment  for  Savings  Bank  ser\-ice3,  &c., 
2898,  3664;    as   to   regulations,  3034, 
3170 

Question  by  Mr.  Thomas  as  to  inspectors, 

2959 

Question  by  Mr.  J.  Cook  as  to  Sunday 

work,  3331 

Questions  by  Mr.  Kelly  as  to  payment  for 
acting  as  registrars  of  births  and  deaths, 
810,  880;  by  Mr.  Watkins,  30-2,  3395, 
345' 

Questions  by  Mr.  Fuller  as  to  station-mas- 
ters acting  as  postmasters,  3171,  3247 
Questions  by  Mr.  Hume  Cook,  as  to  classi- 
fication of  women,  3173;    as  to  over- 
time, 4083;  by  Mr.  Johnson,  3247 
Question   by    Mr.    Poynton   as   to  retire- 
ment of  South  Australian  officials,  3247 
Question  by  Mr,  J,  Cook  as  to  telegraph 

construction  overseers,  1299,  3451 
Questions  by  Mr.  Mauger,  as  to  salaries, 
Victoria,  3812,  3876;    as  to  overtime. 

Question  by  Mr.  Chapman  as  to  telegraph 

messengers,  4402 
Question  by  Mr.  Groom  as  to  temporary 

operators,  4408 
Question  bv  Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards  as  to 

telegraphists,  Jervis  Bay,  4521 
Question  by  Mr.  Page  as  to  Moppage  of 

English  mail  allowance,  5851 
Question  by  Mr._  Joseph  Cook,  as  to  an- 
nual leave  for  telephone  attendants,  585a 
Question  by  Mr.  McDonald,  as  to  wages 

of  female  telephone  attendants,  5970 
Question  by   Mr.    Page  as    to    leave  in 

Queensland,  66qg 
Question  by  Mr.  Lee  as  to  Acting  Deputy 
Postmaster-General,  K.S.W.,  7173 
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VosTMAsrESL-GmaJUj—toHtiHyed. 

Question  by  Mr.  Mahoa  as  to  expenses 

of  lioemei),  7115 
Ods.   on   Supply   (formal),  classificatioo, 

Question  by  Mr.  J.  Cook  as  to  incremeats, 

7205 

Question  by  Mr.  Ewing  as  to  telegrapb 

messengers,  7410 
Question  by  Mr.  Webster  as  to  postmasters 
acting  as  returning  officers,  7948 

Post  and  Telegsaph  Offices. 

Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Peaice  as  to  minimum 
wage  in  contract  offices,  134;  m.,  135 

Questions  by  Seoator  Findley  as  to  sub- 
letting, 1290,  1737 

Question  by  Senator  Givens  as  to  accom- 
modation tit  Cairns,  4083 

06t.  on  Appropriation  Bill  as  to  Perth 
oflSce,  8169 

House  of  Refresentalives : 

Questions,  as  to  accommodation  at  Boulder, 
by  Mr.  Frazer,  289 ;  at  Port  Pirie,  by 
Mr.  Poynton,  403,  3471 ;  at  Brisbane,  by 
Mr.  Culpin,  1042,  1123;  at  Darlington, 
by  Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards,  4521 

Questions,  as  to  Post  Office  at  Fremantle, 
by  Mr.  Carpenter,  1605 ;  at  Werribee, 
by  Mr.  Crouch,  2250;  at  Woolloongabba, 
by  Mr.   G.  B.  Edwards,  23(4 

Question  by  Mr.  Chapman  as  to  pneuma- 
tic tube,  Sydnev,  2800 

Question  by  Mr.  rrazer  as  to  public  clock 
at  Boulder,  3754 

Question  by  Mr.  Maloney  as  to  contract 
post-offices,  440a 

Motion  by  Mr.  Wilkinson  for  return  as  to 
mail  matter,  Queensland  Fost-offices, 
7412 

Question  by  Sir  J.  L.  Bonython  as  to  addi- 
tions at  Mount  Gambler.  7523i 

Post-cards,  Pictorial. 

House  of  Representatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Maloney  as  to  writing 
on  front,  76r8 

Post  Towns  : 

House  of  Refresentalives: 

Question  by  Sir  John  Forrest  as  to  distinct 
names,  5847 

Printed  Postal  Mattes  : 

House  of  Representatives  : 

Question  by  Sir  J.  L.  Bonython,  as  to 
charges,  oaoi 

Revenlt  and  Expenditure. 
House  of  Representatives : 

Questions  by  Mr.  Wilkinson  as  to  Queens- 
land, 6298,  6382,  7112,  7717 

Stamps. 
Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Keating  as  to  issue  of 

uniform  postage  stamp,  940 
Question  by  Senator  Best  as  to  sale  of 

duty  stamps,  3635 


tUASttR-GEKBSUiL—eCMtinued. 
House  of  RefresesUaHves: 
Questions  by  Mr.  Hume  Cook  as  to  sale  of 
duty  stamps,  587;  by  Mr.  McColl,  aoi8; 
by  Mr.  Harper,  aSwS;  by  Mr.  Mauger, 
3570;  by  Mr.  McDonald,  3664 
Obs.  on  Supply  (formal),  7139-60 

SXDUS. 
House  of  Refresentatives : 

Obs,,  on  adjournment,  as  to  exclusion  of 
coloured  labour  in  the  carriage  of  stores 
by  camels,  1040 

Question  by  Sir  J.  L.  Bonython  as  to  sup- 
ply of  medical  chests,  8io,  3877,  3933 

Question  by  Mr.  J.  Cook,  as  to  preference 
to  local  tenderers,  4497 

Obs.  on  adjt.,  as  to  preference  to  local 
tenderers,  5738;  question  by  Mr.  Wilks, 
5852;  obt,  on  Supply  (formal)  6211 

Telegraph  and  Telephone  Services. 

House  of  Refreseniatives: 

Obs.,  on  adjournment,  as  to  delay  of  press 

telegrams  to  Western  Australia,  ro40 
Question  by  Mr.  Hughes  as  to  refusal  to 

allow  shipwrecked  passengers  by  Aramae 

to  use  telephone,  719;  obs.  by  Sir  Philip 

Fysh,  758 

Question  by  Mr.  Wilkinson  as  to  simul- 
taneous telegraphing  and  telephoning, 
810 

Question  by  Mr.  Knox  as  to  disinfection  of 

telephone  transmitters,  1184 
Question  by  Mr.  Johnson,  as  to  telephone 

extension,  Sydnev  suburbs,  1299 
Question  by  Sir  J.  L.  Bonython,  as  to  Tar- 

coola  telegraph  line,  1351 ;  by  Sir  J. 

Forrest,  2018 
Question  by  Mr.  Johnson,  as  to  extension 

of  Sydney  suburban  telephone  service, 

2312 

Question  by  Mr.  McCay,  as  to  Melbourne- 
Bendigo  telephone  service,  2369 

Question  by  Mr.  Hume  Cook  as  to  tender 
for  insulators,  3172 

Motion  by  Mr.  Johnson,  as  to  remodel- 
ling regulations,  5861 

Question  by  Mr.  Fowler  as  to  telegraphic 
errors,  6920 

Obs.  on  Supply  (formal),  7139-60 

Question  by  Mr.  Clianter  as  to  Warmatta 
telephone,  7489 

Obs.  on  adjt.  as  to  Fire  Brigade  tele- 
phones, 7837 

Telegraph  Posts  asd  Lines. 

Obs.  on  agreement  as  to  Fire  Brig.idc 
for  hanging  lamps,  3327 ;  as  to  destruc- 
tion of  trees,  7837 

RULINGS— 

Senate  ■ 
PrMldent,  The. 

Address-in-Refly.—lizhaiK  on  has  precedence 
of  all  business,  except  that  of  a  formal  char- 
acter, 28S 

Adjournment  of  Debate. — By  grant  of  leave 
to  a  senator  to  continue  his  speech  on  another 
day,  the  debate  is  adjourned,  and  a  date 
for  its  resumption  must  be  fixed,  1523,  6088, 
7390,  8199 
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RuiJNGS— Presidcot,  The — tentinued. 

A  motioD  to  adjoviii  a  debate  cannot  be  di>- 

cussed>  5732 

Oa  a  motion  to  make  the  icsumptioo  of 
a  debate  on  order  of  the  day  for  the  next 
sitting  dayi  a  senator  may  move  ao  amend- 
ment to  add  words  fixing  an  hour,  8458-60 

Amendments. — Amendment  not  seconded  can- 
not be  put,  361,  580 

An  amendment  cannot  be  moved  unless  any 
prior  amendment  is  withdrawn^  3864 

A  senator  who  has  spoken  to  the  original  ques- 
tion and  an  amendment  cannot  afterwards 
move  an  amendment,  287a 

An  amendment  which  is  not  a  direct  negativei 
can  be  put,  ^-073 

Amendment  to  an  amendment  most  be  dis< 
posed  of  before  another  amendment  can  be 
moved,  8463 

AntieifiLting  ZHseussion. — A  senator  ought  not 
to  anticipate  the  discussion  on  a  motion,  401, 
3145,  8170,  8177-*,  or  on  a  Bill,  4355,  Sasr, 
or  on  an  order  of  the  da^,  1603,  7942-4 

Even  on  the  first  reading  of  the  Appropria- 
tion Bill,  a  senator  is  debarred  from  discus- 
iog  any  matters  on  the  notice-paper,  8178 

Bills. — An  amendment  to  the  motion  for  second 
reading  must  be  strictly  relevant  to  the 
subject -mutter  of  the  Bill,  1517-33,  1738-9 

An  amendment  to  a  clause  must  be  relevant 
to  subject  roattez  of  Bill,  3243 

A  Committee  can  consider  only  the  matters  de- 
leg- ted  to  it,  3531 

If  the  recommittal  of  an  additional  clause  be 
opposed  it  can  only  be  moved  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  motion,  7383 

A  Bill,  or  part  thereof,  may  be  recommitted  as 
often  as  the  Senate  thinks  fit,  7596 

In  a  Bill  which  which  has  originated  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  it  Ts  competent, 
under  standing  order  227,  for  a  senator  to 
move  a  new  amendment  as  an  alternative  to 
an  amendment  to  which  the  other  House  has 
disagreed,  and  on  which  the  Senate  is  asked 
not  to  insist,  provided  that  it  is  not  objec- 
tionable in  point  of  substance,  8062 

Chairman  of  Committees  must  be  appointed 
by  ballot  in  the  case  of  two  or  more  nomi- 
nations, 552 

Debate. — The  remarks  of  a  senator  should  be 
relevant  to  the  question  6261,  6802-3,  7081, 
8459.  846a-8  . 

The  rule  of  relevancy  applies  to  a  motion  that 
the  Senate,  at  its  rising,  adjourn  to  an 
unusual  day,  but  the  debate  must  be  con- 
fined to  the  matter  of  public  importance  in- 
troduced by  the  mover,  401 ;  to  a  motion  for 
a  second  reading  of  a  Bill,  1777,  8458,  8586; 
to  a  motion  for  making  an  order  of  the  day, 
6802-3 

It  is  not  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  call  a  lenatOT 
to  order  on  the  ground  that  his  remarks  are 

not  in  good  taste,  555 

A  senator  can,  in  reply,  introduce  any  rele- 
vant matter  which  has  not  been  referred  to 
in  the  debate,  1854 

On  first  reading  of  Bill  which  Senate  may  not 
amend,  the  rule  of  relevancy  does  not  apply ; 
but  at  the  next  stage  the  debate  must  be 
confined  to  its  subject-matter,  3873,  4386, 
8186,  8249 


RtJUNGS — President,  The — cctUinmed. 

Strictly  speaking  the  debate  on  a  motion  to 
close  a  sitting  should  be  relevant  to  the 
questitHi  of  adjournment ;  but  pursuant  to 
a  resolution  of  the  previous  session  a 
senator  may  discuss  a  mattei  irrelevant  to 
the  moti<m,  aSSa 

The  snbjcct^atter  of  an  order  of  the  day  can- 
not be  discussed  on  the  motioo  to  adjoom 
the  Senate,  7042-4 

In  debating  a  policy "  speech,  a  senator  is 
entitled  to  show  that  the  Prime  Minister  is  not 
a  proper  person  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment, 4388 

When  an  amendment  is  moved  to  a  question 
after  a  senator  has  spoken,  he  may  speak 
again,  but  his  remarks  mtut  be  confined  to 
the  amendmoit,  6273;  as  far  as  possible, 
6274 

When  the  debate  cm  a  question  has  been  ad- 
journed the  reasons  for  the  adjonmment 
cannot  be  discussed,  6802;  nor  the  general 
question,  6803 

The  same  question  cannot  be  discussed  twice 
in  a  session,  7358-60 

Any  clause  of  a  Bill,  or  part  thereof  which  has 
not  been  agreed  to  by  both  Houses,  is  open 
for  discussion,  8062 

Where  a  senator  has  been  permitted  to  withdraw 
an  amendment  to  move  it  in  the  form  in  whidi 
he  was  inadvertently  prevented  by  the  Chair 
from  doing,  he  ought  not  to  exercise  the  right 
of  speech,  8461 

The  mover  of  an  amendment  has  the  right  to 
speak  to  any  amendmcbt  which  may  be  moved 
thereto,  8465-6 

It  is  out  of  order  to  debate  the  question  of 
pairs,  8457,  8468-9,  S472 

A  senator  should  not  indulge  in  tedious  repe- 
tition, 8467 

Divisions. — After  tellers  have  been  appointed, 
senators  should  retain  their  seats  until  the 
result  of  the  division  has  twen  declared,  7S06 

A  call  for  a  division  cannot  be  withdrawn  if 
any  senator  objects,  8458 

Formal  Motions. — The  standing  orders  pre- 
clude any  discussion  on  a  motion  which  has 
been  declared  to  be  formal;  but  the  Senate 
may  vote  thereon,  26 

It  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  Standing  Orders 
for  the  mover  of  a  formal  motion  to  ask  leave 
of  the  Senate  to  make  a  speech  thrreoD,  though 
he  may  indicate  the  nature  of  a  correction 
which  he  wishes  to  be  made  in  a  return, 
4328 

Interruptions  are  disorderly,  74,  77,  4363 
4483  7-  459^'  4608,  591^  5935^  7383,  7481, 
7672,  8434,  8459 

If  senators  will  not  obey  the  standing  order 
against  interjecting  while  a  ruling  is  being 
given,  they  will  be  named,  8459 

Language,  Parliamentary. — It  is  permissible  to 
say  that  the  statement  of  a  senator  is  incor- 
rect, or  that  a  senator  is  stone- waiting,  20SS, 
or  that  the  Prime  Minister  slanders  people. 
4379<  01  that  it  would  be  an  ungracious  aci 
if  the  Senate  refused  to  do  a  certain  thing. 
7666 

A  senator  caimot  be  stopped  from  making  accu- 
sations againsi  commercial  men,  so  nng  as 
his  remarks  are  in  order,  6161 
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Language,  Unfarliatnentary. — It  is  not  in  ordu 
to  impute  to  any  senator  dishonesty,  358;  un- 
truth, 308S,  4363,  4483^  8471 
to  characterize  a  Bill  framed  by  the  Senate 

as  a  wretched  little  or  absurd  Bill,  644 
to  impute  to  the  Senate  dishonesty,  2083 
to  reaect  on  the  Senate,  8170;  oTi  except 
when  moving  for  its  recision,  on  a  decision 
of  the  Senate,  8170 
to  say  a  senator  deserves  discredit  for  what 
he  has  done,  8471;  or  that  Ministers  say 
what  is  not  true,  4683 
to  state  that  a  debate  has  degraded  the  Cham- 
ber, 4307 

to  reSect  upon  a  person  in  a  personal  ex- 
planation, 5449 

to  accuse  Members  of  Parliament  of  indulg- 
ing in  any  political  engineering,  8419 

to  say  there  hat  been  touting  for  votes 
agamst  a  Bill,  8458 

to  accuse  a  senator  of  introducing  a  Bill 
which  he  must  know  is  merely  waste-paper, 
857  J 

Ministerial  Statement. — A  Ministerial  statement 
cannot  be  made  in  a  debate  on  a  motion  for 
the  appoinment  of  two  senators  to  a  Select 
Committee,  1245 

A  debate  on  the  policy  of  a  Government  is  as  a 
rule  taken  before  other  business  is  called  on, 
4354 

Unless  diere  is  some  motion  before  the  SenatCj 
a  Ministerial  statement  may  not  be  made  ex- 
cept by  leave,  6151 

Motions. — ^A  motion  ought  not  to  be  moved 
without  notice  unless  the  standing  orders  are 
suspended,  and  then  only  after  routine  busi- 
ness has  been  dealt  with,  1462-4;  but  it  may 
be  moved  by  unanimous  leave  of  the  Senate, 
1465.  6257 

A  motion  relating  to  the  business  of  the  Senate 
may  be  moved  by  a  Minister  without  notice, 
1244 

When  an  unexpected  adjournment  of  the 
Senate  is  about  to  take  place,  a  motion  for 
leave  of  absence  to  a  senator  may  be  moved, 
by  leave,  without  notice,  1246 

The  President  will,  at  the  request  of  any  sena. 
tor,  order  every  proposition  in  a  complicated 
motion  to  be  put  and  voted  on  separately, 
1522 ;  but  the  request  should  be  made  be- 
fore the  question  is  put,  6439 

By  leave  a  senator  may  amend  the  terms  of  his 
motion  before  the  question  is  proposed,  1585, 
or  when  he  is  replying,  6433,  or  after  he 
has  replied,  8468 

It  is  entirely  for  the  Senate  to  say  wheUier  a 
complicafed  motion  shall  be  considered  in 
Committee,  1585 

Motion  for  Adjournment. — When  a  senator 
wishes  to  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
Senate  under  standing  order  60,  be  ought, 
prior  to  its  meeting,  to  furnish  the  President 
with  a  written  statement  of  the  matter  of 
urgency,  3129 

The  passing  of  the  Appropriation  Bill  does 
not  prevent  a  senator  irom  moving  that  the 
Senate,  at  its  rising,  adjourn  till  an  unusual 
hour,  to  discuss  a  question  which  he  could 
have  discussed  on  the  measure,  8563 
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Notices  of  Motion. — ^After  the  Senate  has  pro- 
ceeded to  the  business  of  the  day  notice  of  a 
motion  may  only  be  given  by  leave,  9S7 

Notice  of  motion  may  be  received  concerning 
the  prorsdnre  of  Select  Committees,  4581 

A  notice  of  motion  cannot  embrace  two  matters 
which  have  no  relation  to  each  other,  or  a 
proposition  which  has  in  the  same  session 
been  resolved  in  the  affirmative  or  negative, 

,  67S7.  7365 

When  two  notices  of  motion  cover  the  same 
ground,  only  one  of  them  can  be  proceeded 
with,  6787,  7365 

A  notice  of  motion  which  attempts  to  anticipate 
the  discussion  of  two  orders  of  the  day  is 
not  in  Older,  and  ought  not  to  appear  on  the 
notice-paper,  7357 

A  senator  may  give  notice  of  a  motion  identical 
in  terms  with  a  notice  of  motion  on  the  notice- 
paper,  provided  that  he  abandon  the  latter; 
but  he  ought  not  to  give  notice  of  a  motion 
to  discuss  the  same  question,  though  he  can 
give  a  genral  notice  of  motion  under  stand- 
ing order  104,  provided  that  twenty-four 
hours  before  it  comes  on  he  hands  into  the 
Clerk  the  particular  motion  wbitJi  he  wishes 
to  move,  and  such  notice  of  motion  does  not 
conflict  with  the  Standing  Orders,  7358-60 

It  is  possible  to  C£:ll  attention  to  the  report  of 
a  Select  Committee,  and  to  move  thereon  any 
number  of  motions  different   in  substance. 

When  a  senator  wishes  to  change  the  day  for 
a  motion,  he  can  give  notice  to  that  effeet 
under  standing  order  loa;  if  he  should  not 
do  so,  he  can  afterwards  move,  under 
standing  order  70,  that  the  motion  be  post- 
poned to  that  day,  7365,  7470-2 

A  notice  of  motion  is  not  in  order  which  afSrms 
the  same  principle  as  has  already  been 
affirmed  in  same  sesuon  by  the  Senate  by 
Bill.  7365 

A  notice  of  motion  is  out  of  order  if  it  antici- 
pates an  order  of  the  day  dealing  with  iden- 
tically the  same  subject,  7365 

A  senator  ought  to  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  standing  order  98  when  he  gives 
notice  of  a  motion,  7572 

A  notice  of  motion  cannot  be  brought  forward 
on  the  notice-paper  ;  it  may  be  put  down  for 
a  later  date,  7573 

Orders  of  the  Day.-~-An  order  of  the  day  for 
■  the  further  consideration  of  a  matter  in 

Committee  cannot  be   dealt  with  by  the 

Senate;  it  is  for  the  Committee  to  act,  2874 
Pafers  ordered  to  be  printed  by  either  House 

ought  to  be  circulated  at  once,  S36 
If  to  be  printed,  the  Senate  should  give  the 

necessary  order  when  they  are  tabled,  836 
Any  senator  can  move  at  once  that  a  paper  be 

printed,  otherwise  -he  must  give  notice  of  a 

motion,  941,  5704 
A  senator  cannot  move  for  the  printing  of  a 

paper  after  oQier  bn^necs  hu  intervened, 

5450 

The  production  of  an  original  paper  ought  not 
to  be  insisted  on  when  the  Government  are  in 
possession  of  only  a  copy  of  it,  1468 

If  a  senator  quotes  from  a  paper  he  must  lay 
it  upon  the  table  if  ordered  by  the  Senate, 
1854,  and  such  order  may  be  made,  without 
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notice,  immediately  after  the  speech  is  con- 
cluded, 7671 

Personal  Explanation. — A  senator  may  make  a 
personal  explanation  in  regard  to  some  matter 
arising  out  of  an  answer  which  he  has  re- 
ceived, 4284 

By  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  a  senator  may 
make  a  personal  explanation  as  to  any  mat- 
ter in  which  his  actions  or  words  therein  have 
been  misrcprcBcnted ;  but  he  cannot  attack 
persons  or  refer  to  attacks  made  upon  him- 
self in  the  press,  5449 

Petitions. — petition  may  set  forth  reasons 
why  a  Bill  should  not  be  passed,  and  may 

a note  the  debates  of  a  previous  session  in 
le  other  House,  5902 
A  petition  should  he  signed  by  a  person  in 

his  own  name,  7665 
Points  of  Order. — ^The  misrepresentation  of  a 
senator  does  not  involve  a  question  of  order  : 
it  is  a  matter  for  personal  explanation,  3234 
The  Chair  is  not  called  upon  to  interpret  the 
Constitution,  4127,  8571,  or  to  answer  ab- 
stract questions,  7573 
Privilege. — A  question  of  privilege  cannot  be 
raised  until  after  notices  of  motion,  if  any, 
have  been  given,  833 
A  refusal  to  supply  senators  with  documents 
laid  upon  the  table  does  not  involve  a  ques- 
tion of  privilege,  835  ,     .  ■ 
A  senator  ought  to  read  the  motion  of  privi- 
lege with  which  he  intends  to  conclude  before 
he  proceeds  with  bis  speech,  1106 
Questions  ufon  notice, — ^A  notice  of  a  queitioa 
cannot  be  read,  but  must  be  handed  to  the 
Clerk,  231 

A  question  arising  out  of  a  reply  to  a  question 
upon  notice,  should  be  relevant  thereto,  57°5» 
and  not  prefaced  with  an  argument,  5706 

Questions  ought  to  be  such  as  ask  for  informa- 
tion, and  not  such  as  give  information  and 
ask  for  opinions,  or  attack,  the  character  of 
an  individual,  7363 

Questions  relative  to  tittle-tattle  in  the  news- 
papers, and  opinions  of  outside  authorities, 
are  not  out  of  order,  but  the  practice  of  ask- 
ing them  is  to  be  deprecated,  7364 

A  question  may  be  objectionable,  and  not  out 
of  order,  7364 

Questions  without  notice. —  A  question  arising 
out  of  a  notice  of  another  question  cannot 
be  put  until  the  latter  is  asked,  231 

A  senator  cannot  ask  a  question  without  notice, 
and  at  the  same  time  move  a  motion,  833 

No  argument  may  be  offered  in  asking  a  ques- 
tion, 834,  1391,  2173,  4283,  7256,  8562;  or  in 
answering  a  question,  4283 

A  Minister  cannot  be  made  to  answer  a  ques- 
tion, r736 

A  senator  can  ask,  without  notice,  any  question, 
whether  it  arises  out  of  a  question  asked  by 
another  senator  or  not,  1736 

Questions  may  only  be  asked  of  Ministers  con- 
cerning public  matters  generally,  and  of  a 
private  senator  concerning  any  matter  of  which 
he  has  charge,  such  as  a  Bill,  or  other  busi- 
ness before  the  Senate,  4283 

Quotations  and  References. — It  is  not  in  order 
to  refer  to  a  debate  of  the  same  session  in  the 
other  House,  5724,  or  in  t&e  Senate,  7079, 
7294,  8469 


RuuNGS — President,  The — continued. 

Rulings. — If  a  ruling  is  thought  by  a  senator 
to  be  wrong,  it  should  be  challenged  in  the 
proper  way,  5450 

Select  Committees. — If  a  select  committee  do 
not  report  on  the  date  fixed  by  the  Senate, 
tbey  must  ask  leave  to  report  on  another  date, 

1121 

Under  standing  order  70,  a  senator  cannot 
move  for  an  extension  of  time  to  a  Select 
Committee ;  but  on  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  reception  of  its  report  being  called  on 
he  may  a^  for  further  time,  4355 

Where  two  senators  have  to  be  appointed  by 
ballot  to  a  Select  Committee,  only  two  names 
should  be  struck  out  of  the  ballot-paper, 
"44 

Where  the  Senate  has  agreed  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Select  Committee,  consisting  of  six 
senators  and  the  mover  of  the  motion,  the  six 
senators  must  be  chosen  by  ballot;  and  a 
senator  can  strike  seven  names  -out  of  his 
ballot-paper  if  be  includes  that  of  the  mover, 
otherwise  he  must  strike  out  six  names, 
1297-8 

The  mover  of  a  motion  for  the  appointment 
of  a  Select  Committee  may  ask  leave  to  sub- 
stitute a  name  before  the  question  is  pro- 
posed, 1843 

It  is  not  a  privilege,  but  a  duty,  for  a  senator 
to  serve  on  a  Select  Committee ;  and  unless 
excused  by  the  Senate  or  a  standing  order, 
any  senator  appointed  must  serve,  1245,  1843 

The  granting  of  leave  to  a  Select  Committee  to 
sit  in  another  part  of  the  Commonwealth 
during  the  sittings  of  the  Senate  will  initiate 
a  most  objectionable  practice,  3153-4 

The  Senate  has  a  right  to  reflect  upon  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  Select  Committee,  at  all  events, 
after  it  has  reported,  and  to  accept  or  ignore 
the  report  of  a  Select  Committee,  4<;8o 

Standing  Orders.— A  motion  to  suspend  stand- 
ing orders,  when  moved  without  notice,  can- 
not be  carried  except  by  an  absolute  major- 
ity of  all  the  members  of  the  Senate,  X984, 
3153 

Strangers.— By  leave,  the  President  may  invite 
a  distinguished  stranger  to  take  a  seat  within 
the  Chamber,  4495,  6032,  6650 
See  Bakck,  Senator  Sir  Richard. 

Presiduit,  The  Actiutf— 

Right  of  Sfeeth.—The  time  which  is  allowed 
to  a  senator  by  standing  order  62  cannot  be 
extended,  3137 

See  DSASX,  Senator. 

Gbalrman  of  Oommittmw : 

Bills. — On  an  amendment  to  fill  the  blank  in 
a  clause  amendments  may  be  moved,  1859, 
1863;  but  a  senator  should  refrain  from 
moving  a  second  amendment  until  the  Com- 
mittee has  come  to  a  decision  on  the  first, 
1981 

An  objection  that  a  Bill  is  unconstitutional  can- 
not be  taken  in  Committee,  1863 

An  amendment  to  a  clause  cannot  be  moved 
while  a  prior  amendment  is  before  the  Com- 
mittee, 1872,  1957 

A  clerical  err»T  in  a  clause  can  he  corrected 
without  an  amendment  being  moved,  1891 
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An  amendment  to  an  amendment  mtut  be  put 

fiiBt  to  the  Committee,  i960 
An  amendment  to  an  amendment  cannot  be 

amended  by  the  mover  when   objection  is 

taken,  1964 

An  amendment  to  a  part  of  a  clause  that  has 

been  agreed  to  can   onty  be  moved  at  a 

later  stage,  1978 
An  amendment  must  be  in  writing,  and  signed 

by  the  proposer,  2778 
Every  amendment  should  be  relevant  to  the 

subject-matter  of  the  Bill,  27Q7 
The  insertion  of  a  new  clause  may  be  moved 

at  any  time,  3534,  7109 
An  amendment  to  insert  a  new  definition  in  a 

"  definition  "  clause  is  in  order,  3656 
Proposed    clauses    to    Trade  Marks  Bill  in 

Older,  4126 

Amendment  not  the  same  in  substance  as  a  re- 
jected amendment  in  order,  6653 

An  amendment  substantially  the  same  as  one 
negatived  cannot  be  moved  until  reconsidera- 
tion or  recommittal  of  Bill,  7020 

A  proviso  not  a  contradiction,  but  a  modifica- 
ti<m  of  clause,  is  in  order,  7108 

On  a  motion  not  to  insist  on  a  Senate's  amend- 
ment, omifttng  a  proviso,  a  senator  may 
move  an  amendment  for  the  insertion  of 
words  in  the  proviso,  S060,  and  also  for  the 
omission  of  words  therefrom,  806^ 

The  machinery  clauses  of  a  Money  Bill  should 
be  postponed  until  the  schedule  has  been 
dealt  with,  8353 

Debate. — When  a  senator  makes  a  statement 
which  in  the  opinion  of  another  senator  is 
not  correct,  no  question  of  order  is  involved, 
1963 

A  senator  is  entitled  to  reply  to  a  statement 
concerning  himself,  4134 

The  disclaimer  of  a  senator  ought  to  be  ac- 
cepted, 6556 

A  motion  not  to  insist  on  an  amendment 
admits  of  considerable  scope  for  discussion, 
8077 

On  Defence  Estimates  a  •-enator  is  entitled  to 
discuss  question  of  the  compulsory  training 
of  youths,  8392,  or  the  conduct  of  any  officer 
for  whom  a  salary  is  provided,  839^' 

The  standing  order  against  anticipating  dis- 
.  cussioB  does  not  extend  to  a  question  on  the 
notice  paper,  8395-7 

iHterrufiions. — Interjections,  6543,  7096 
Language,  Unfarliamentary. — It  is  out  of  order 
to  attribute  to  a  senator  obstruction,  1973, 

or  dishonesty,  6983 
to  reQect  on  a  senator,  6553,  7097,  8382, 
8395 

to  say  that  a  senator's  statement  is  false, 
6S5S 

to  accuse  the  Government  of  trying  to  de- 
lude the  public,  7908 

Motions  not  Debatable. — A  motion  to  report  is 
similar  to  a  motion  to  adjourn  a  debate,  and 
cannot  be  discussed,  1599 

Points  of  Order. — It  is  not  the  duty  of  the 
Chair  to  decide  a  point  of  law,  4126 

Quotations  and  References. — It  is  irregular  to 
allude  to  any  debate  of  the  current  session  in 
the  other  House,  8071 

A  senator  may  read  an  extract  from  the  Man- 
sard report  of  the  debates  of  the  Senate  dur- 
ing the  same  session,  8391 
F.13481.-C. 


Rulings — Chairman  of  Committers — continued. 

Regulations. — ^Wheo  regulations  referred  to  a 
Committee,  only  a  motion  to  disallow  a  re- 
gulation or  part  thereof  may  be  moved,  1598 

Rulings. — Objection  must  be  in  writing,  4138 

See  HiCGS,  Senator. 


House  of  Representatives: 
Speaker,  Mr. 

Amendments. — Until  an  amendment  to  :i  ques- 
tion has  been  disposed  of^  another  aoMod* 
raent  to  the  question  cannot  be  moved, 
"423. 

An  amendment  cannot  be  moved  by  a  member 
who  has  already  spoken,  755,  3491 

If  a  member  during  his  speech  makes  an  in- 
timation to  that  effect  he  may  afterwards 
formally  move  an  amendment,  but  cannot 
discuss  it,  3519 

At  the  request  and  in  the  absence  of  tbe 
mover  an  amendment  may,  by  leave,  be  with- 
drawn, 1323 

An  amendment  to  an  earlier  portion  of  a 
motion  cannot  be  moved  unless  tbe  amend- 
ment to  a  later  portion  is  temporarily  with- 
drawn, 1338 

An  amendment  not  varying  a  decision  of  the 
House  on  a  motion  is  in  order,  3598-9 

When  any  words  have  been  added  to  a  motion, 
no  amendment  prior  thereto  may  be  moved 
except  by  way  of  addition  thereafter,  3603. 

Anticipating  Discussion. — On  a  motion  for  ad- 
journment .  of  the  House,  it  is  not  out  of 
order  to  discuss  when  a  Bill  should  be 
brought  on,  or  additional  questions  in  con- 
nexion with  it,  but  it  would  be  out  of  order 
to  discuss  the  Bill  itself,  3309 

It  is  in  order  to  discuss  whether  certain 
clauses  proposed  to  be  inserted  in  a  Bill 
then  in  Committee  shall  be  referred  to  an 
existing  Koyat  Commission  for  consideration 
and  report,  3263-5 

A  discussion  on  the  policy  of  a  Bill  before 
the  House,  or  matters  affected  by  it,  can- 
not be  allowed  at  question  time,  2468 

No  discussion  can  be  allowed  in  the  House  on 
any  matters  connected  with  a  Bill  which 
is  in  Committee,  3262-73 

It  is  out  of  order  to  anticipate  the  discussion 
on  a  Bill,  3449,  4276,  5899,  7729,  8111,  or 
a  notice  of  ipotion,  3889,  4141,  41471  4^53' 
46S6,  5131,  6210,  7724,  or  a  question,  4690, 
or  a  message  from  the  Senate,  5860,  or  the 
Estimates  of  a  Department,  6SB7-8;  or  a 
motion  that  is  not  before  the  Chair,  7439-4" 

On  a  motion  for  special  adjoummcat  the 
discussion  on  an  order  of  the  day  cannot  be 
anticipated,  3465-7,  3727-8,  3733:  373^  ;  nor  on 
a  motion  to  suspend  the  Standing  Orders  to 
discuss  a  matter  of  urgent  necessity,  4141 

On  a  motion  of  no-confidence,  only  incidental 
references  may  be  made  to  the  subject-matter 
of  a  notice  of  motion  on  the  business-paper, 
4995-6.  S»3i.  5379,  5382-3 

Appropriation  Bills. — ^Where  the  Estimates  in 
Chief  and  Estimates  for  Works  and  Puilf- 
ings  h^ve  been  separately  transmitted  to  th- 
House  by  the  Governor-Genernl,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  may  report  its  two  sets  of 
resolutions  separately  or  simultaneously,  as 
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it  thinks  fit,  and  the  Mouse  may  be  asked 
in  one  motion  to  agree  to  them.  After  the 
resolutions  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  have  been  come  to,  reported,  and 
agreed  to,  the  House,  in  accordance  with  the 
Constitution,  will  order  a  Bill  to  be  prepared 
and  brought  in  to  carry  out  each  set  of  reso- 
lutions, 7438-40 

A7/i.— After  the  question  for  third  reading  of 
A  Bill  has  been  put,  it  is  too  late  for  a 
member  to  move  for  the  recommittal  of  any 
of  its  provisions,  1043 

If  there  is  no  objection  to  the  recommittal  of  a 
clause,  and  the  question  is  simply  as  to  what 
shall  be  done  upon  its  recommittal,  that  mat- 
ter can  be  most  appropriately  dealt  with  in 
Committee.  But  if  there  is  any  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  whether  it  should  be  recommitted 
that  matter  should  be  debated  in  the  House, 

The  regions  for  disagreeing  to  the  Senate's 
amendments  in  a  Bill  may  be  put  sepa- 
rately, 8016 

New  clauses  ought  not  to  be  debated  until 
the  Committee  ktage  of  a  Bill  is  reached, 
8159,  8316 

The  proposal  of  Mr  Watson  to  amend  the 
Senate's  additional  proviso  to  clause  55  of 
the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill  is  not 
out  of  order,  because,  although  by  dctiaing 
the  words  "political  purposes"  in  that  pro- 
viso it  might  also  oe  held  to  define  the 
meaning  thereof  in  the  previous  proviso,  the 
two  matters  sought  to  be  amended  are  in- 
separably related,  7992 

Chairman  of  Committees, — ^A  proposal  to  elect 
a  Chairman  *'  for  the  current  session  "  con- 
flicts with  rule  215,  and  cannot  be  moved, 
685 

Dehate. — A  member  not  holding  office  under 
the  Crown  cannot  speak  from  the  ministerial 
bench,  1289,  1662 

The  use  of  the  second  person  by  a  speaker  is 
unparliamentanr  ;  his  remarks  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Chair,  1368,  1583,  1657-8, 
1661-2,  4080,  4155,  6566 

A  member  must  refer  to  another  only  by  the 
name  of  the  constituency  he  represents, 
1582-3,  2112,  3333,  5252,  6566 

A  member  should  not  turn  his  back  upon  the 
Chair  and  address  the  galleries,  483a,  or 
other  parts  of  the  Chamber,  5547 

Repeated  disobedience  of  the  calls  to  order 
by  the  Chair  merits  and  must  receive  only 
one  form  of  treatment,  1662 

In  a  debate  on  the  policy  of  the  Government 
a  member  may  make  only  incidental  refer- 
ences to  past  events  for  the  purpose  of 
defending  himself  against  imputations  which 
may  have  been  cast  upon  him  .*  the  scope  of 
the  debate  should  be  confined  as  far  as 
possible  to  the  progosals  of  the  Govern- 
ment, 1540-2.  If  a  member  deems  an  ex- 
pression used  on  a  certain  occasion  by  the 
Prime  Minister  to  be  an  approval  of  some 
socialistic  programme,  he  is  entitled  to 
indicate  what  the  nature  of  that  programme 
is,  1662 

A  member  addressing  the  House  cannot  ask 
a  question  of  anothei  member,  3510 
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The  discussion  must  be  relevant  to  the  qoes> 
tion,  220,  3262-73,  3499,  350S-9,  3521-3,  3604, 
4063,  4071,  4076,  407a,  408a,  4145-7*  4»57-9i 
8518,  8596-8 

Hie  rule  of  relevancy  in  debate  applies  to — 
A  "fimnal"  motion  for  adjournment,  2110, 

3339.  3347*  33Si.  3670,  37*7.  57*»i  6095. 
6097,  6098 

A  motion  to  recommit  a  clause  of  a  BUI, 

4157-9.    4162,    4165,    4175-9.    4180-2,  4220, 
4224.  4231,  4239,  4246-8,  4255,  4262 

A  motion  for  special  adjournment,  3465-7, 
4686-7 

A  motion  for  second  reading  of  a  Bill,  5593, 

5604.  5938,  5943.  594S.  59S8 
A  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 

Orders  of  the  Day,  6581-3 
A  motion  to  restore  an  Order  of  the  Day, 

6586,  6587,  6590 
A  motion  to  agree  to  resolutions,  7438 
A  motion  to  give  precedence  to  GovemmcDt 

business,  7721-4,  7729 
A  motion  to  agree  to  a  report,  8013-4 
A  motion  to  adjourn  a  debate,  8710,  8550 

An  irrelevant  interjection  in  no  wise  justi- 
fies an  irrelevant  speech,  87,  4076,  7724 

On  a  motion  for  adjournment  to  discuss  the 
distress  existing  through  the  want  of  em- 
ployment, a  member  may  refer  to  the  eSect 
of  the  Tariff  in  that  regard,  3333 

The  standing  orders  preclude  the  discussion 
of  any  matter  other  than  that  which  is  im- 
mediately before  the  House ;  on  irrele- 
vant interjection  cannot  be  held  to  justif}- 
nn  irrelevant  speech  thereupon,  87. 

It  is  irregular  to  debate  an  irrelevant  iuter- 

i*ection,  or  even  an  irrelevant  remark  made 
a  speaker,  more  especially  when  it  v.i 
discontinued  by  direction  from  the  Chair,  1 
35" 

When  two  distinct  issues  are  involved  in  a  | 
complicated  motion,  they  may  be  discussed 
separately,  by   unanimous  consent,  but  not 
otherwise,  3484-5  I 

Every  member  is  entitled  to  place  his  views  be-' 
fore  the  House,  even  though  they  may  be  | 
views  from  which  every  other  member  dis- 
sents, 3726  I 

On  the  question  that  a  clause  of  a  Bill  be  ' 
recommitted  in  order  that  its  proviso  may  I 
be  replaced  by  another,  the  two  altema-  I 
lives  may  be  debated,  4065  | 

The  question  of  the  dissolution  of  Parliament 
or  otherwise  is  within  the  prerogative  of  the 
Governor-General,  and  must  not  be  debated, 
4141 

On  a  motion  to  suspend  the  Standing  Orders  to 
discuss  a  matter  of  urgent  necessity,  a  mem- 
ber has  the  right  to  use  ony  reasonable  arg  j- 
merits  on  the  point,  4142-3 ;  and  his  remarki 
should  be  relevant  to  the  question,  4145-g,  4153- 
He  cannot  discuss  the  subject  which  he 
wishes  to  debate  if  the  motion  be  carriciJ, 
but  he  may  give,  as  fully  as  he  pleases, 
the  reasons  why  he  thinks  the  Standic; 
Orders  should  be  suspended,  4147.  4156-1 

A  member  who  has  not  spoken,  mar  reply  to 
anything  relevant  said  by  any  other  mem- 
ber, 4154 

On  a  motion  to  suspend  the  Standing  OrdeT>, 
to  pass  a  Supply  Bill,  a  member  may  ar;;i:-: 
that  the  Government  have  not  the  confidcn:' 
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of  the  House;  but  it  would  be  more  con- 
venient if  he  dealt  with  the  maUei  on  the 
Bill  itself,  4269 

The  Standing  Orders  do  not  lequire  an  assur* 
ance  that  a  statement  is  incorrect  to  be  ac- 
cepted, but  amongst  gentlemen  it  is  always 
done,  4345,  5^47 

On  a  motion  of  no-confidence  in  the  Govero- 
ment,  the  remarks  of  a  member  should  be 
connected  with  the  question  under  discus- 
sion, 4774,  4828,  4880,  4955,  5034.9,  5194-S. 
533»»  5399»  54<».  5553*  5557;  he  ia  entitled 
to  reply  to  any  allegations  made  by  previous 
speakers,  4996,  5539,  5553-5,  but  not  to  dis- 
cuss the  acta  of  a  private  member  in  a  State 
Parliament,  5401,  except  when  that  mem- 
ber has  referred  to  them,  5493 

On  a  motion  for  adjournment  of  the  House, 
it  is  not  competent  for  a  member  to  discuss 
matter  relating  to  an  adjourned  debate,  un- 
less what  he  desires  to  say  relates  to  tome 
urgent  matter,  and  he  obtams  leave  to  make 
a  statement,  5216 

Members  should  make  a  stronger  effort  to  up- 
hold the  dignity  of  debate,  5289 

On  a  no-confidence  motion  the  conduct  of  Min- 
isters may  fairly  be  discussed.  But  the  con- 
duct of  Ministerial  supporters  may  only  be 
discussed  in  10  far  ai  they  have  spoken 
during  Xhe  debate,  and  expressed  views  one 
way  or  the  other,  5539 

A  remark  in  reference  to  the  fairness  of  a 

Select  Committee,  interjected  by  a  mem- 
ber, and  requested  to  be  withdrawn  by  the 
member  speaking,  cannot  be  withdrawn  at 
that  stage,  5858 

Oa  a  motion  for  the  second  reading  of  a  Bill, 
to  provide  for  a  bonus,  a  discussion  on  the 
relative  merits  of  protection  and  free-trade 
cannot  be  allowed ;  but  a  memtwr  may  inci- 
dentally refer  to  the  possibility  of  a  pro- 
tective duty  being  required  later  on  to  assist 
the  Industry,  5943-4 ;  and  he  may  instance 
any  analogous  case,  595S-9 

Unless  a  speaker  complies  with  the  direction 
of  the  Chair  to  connect  his  remarks  with  the 
question  before  the  House,  be  must  resume 
his  scat,  5958,  8154 

On  a  motion  to  restore  an  Order  of  the  Day, 
anything  relating  to  the  necessity  for  the 
motion  is  in  o.dcr,  6565;  the  policy  of  the 
Government  cannot  be  discussed,  6586 

The  Standing  Orders  do  not  prevent  a  discus- 
sion on  a  question,  even  though  it  may  be 
under  consideration  in  some  other  form  ny  a 
Select  Committee  of  the  House,  7115 

On  a  motion  to  agree  to  resolutions  of  the 
Committee  of  Supply,  a  member  is  entitled 
to  discuss  a  matter  which  could  have  been 
dealt  with  on  the  Estimates  for  a  Depart- 
ment,. 7441 

On  a  motion  to  give  precedence  to  Govern- 
mcnt  business,  a  member  may  discuss  the 
order  in  which  a  notice  of  motion  and  an 
order  of  the  day,  under  the  head  of  general 
business  for  that  da^r,  should  be  discussed, 
7720 

On  a  motion  to  adopt  the  Committee's  report 
on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  a  Bill,  a 
member  may  discuss  the  amendments,  but 
not  the  general  aspect  of  the  measure,  8013-4 
c  2 
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The  debate  on  a  question  is  closed  when  the 
mover  has  spoken  in  reply,  8110 

In  dealing  with  the  second  or  third  reading 
of  im  Appropriation  Bill,  a  member  can" 
not  discuss  a  question  of  policy  concemins 
anything  which  is  not  strictly  provided  foi 
by  the  Bill,  8111-2,  8143.7.  On  a  mo. 
turn  to  adjourn  the  debate  a  member  mai 
advocate  the  adjournment,  on  the  ground 
that  It  will  enable  the  House  first  to  re- 
ceive information  as  to  the  icope  of  a  Royal 
Commission,  so  long  as  he  does  not  eo  into 
matters  of  deUil,  8148  54 

On  a  motion  relative  to  preferential  trade,  a 
member  cannot  discuss  the  question  of  protec- 
tion or  free-trade,  8347-8;  or  the  question  of 
wages  as  affected  by  a  fiscal  policy,  850a 

Debate,  Adjournment  o/.~A  member  cannot 
conclude  his  Speech  with  a  motion  to  adjourn 
the  debate,  1610,  3274,  6210;  but  he  may 
J  leave  to  continue  his  speech  on  a  later 
day,  5861. 

When  the  mover  of  a  motion  objecU  to  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate  on  the  ground 
that  he  wishes  to  exercise  his  right  of  reply, 
his  proper  course  is  to  vote  against  it,  1914 

Divisions. — A  division  cannot  be  taken  unless 
It  13  called  for,  at  once,  by  at  least  two 
members,  S07 

Intersections  and  InterruftioHi.—lntcrruTitiona 
ared.sorderly,86-7,  121,  143-4.  MS.  463.  480, 
483,  529,  600,  934,  1387,  ,414,  1^66^ 

3333.  3347>  403a,  4154,  4«o,  4423,  4818, 
4951.  49o».  4973.  S044.  5055-6,  5069,  5205-6, 
5^10.  5^39.  5*40,  5263,  5314.  549a.  5514. 
5580,  5740,  5939,  6207,  6214,  6298,  7728 

A  member  should  not  interject  when  the 
Speaker  is  addressing  the  House,  529,  4154, 
4022 

A  member  should  not  provoke  another  member 

to  interject,  600 

The  Prime  Minister  should  he  given  a  patient 
hearing  when  he  is  setting  before  the  House 
the  policy  of  his  Government,  1283 

It  is  improper  for  members  to  interject  con- 
tinually, 1341,  1381,  1406,  1652,  1659,  3348, 
5006,  5050,  5109,  5210,  5314,  5555,  and 
particularly  to  interject  by  remarks  to  each 
other  across  the  Chamber,  1341 

It  is  very  disorderly  for  a  Minister  to  Inter- 
ject acrou  the  table,   1348,  4154.5,  4968, 

A  member  ■is  not  in  order  in  interrupting  a 
speech  in  order  to  contradict  a  statement 
therein  made ;  he  can  make  an  explanation, 
if  he  desires,  when  the  speech  is  concluded, 
1382,  4964 

Members  should  make  only  such  interjections 
at  appear  to  them  to  be  absolutely  called 
for,  and  should  not  interrupt  the  speaker. 

.  1383.  5432-3 

A  speech  should  not  take  the  form  of  a  dia. 
logue,  1652,  5439 

Members  should  not  converse  in  loud  tones, 
but  should  give  their  attention  to  the 
speaker,  1300,  2372,  4691 

Members  should  eitBer  refrain  from  convers- 
ing with  each  other,  or  converse  in  such 
tone  that  the  speaker  will  not  be  inter 
nipted,  3036 
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Interjections  are  ditorderly,  but  convertalions 
across  tne  Chamber  are  grossly  disorderly, 

38r9.  4>95«  4423.  4445-  477»»  495».  497*1 
5045,  5063,  5313,  5514,  5938 

A  inLinbjr  uugnt  to  remove  his  hat  before  he 
interjects,  3447 

Members  should  listen  to  the  speaker,  without 
striving  by  interjection  to  force  him  to  ex- 
press their  views  instead  of  his  own,  37261 
S107 

It  is  not  permissible  for  a  member  to  read  an 
extract  during  the  speech  of  another  member, 
4461 

In  his  speech  a  member  should  not  make  re- 
marks which  almoit  demand  an  answer  by 
another  member,  5050,  5439 

Members  who  distinctly  anti  repeatedly  dts- 
obey  the  Chair  will  have  to  be  named,  4197, 

4809,  495'.  7727 

If  members  do  not  make  a  more  dignined  use 
of  the  liberties  they  enjoy,  the  extreme  course 
of  naming  them  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Standing  Orders  will  be  adopted,  and  the 
procedure  will  be  followed  by  suspension  for 
such  term  as  the  House  mav  direct,  5063 

After  the  conclusion  of  a  debate  in  which 
of  necessity  special  liberty  was  allowed  to 
members,  proper  decorum  should  be  ob- 
served, and  the  rules  of  the  House  against 
interruptions  complied  with,  5580 

Interjections  which  are  short  and  of  rare  oc- 
currence are  not  objected  !to,  but  those 
which  are  so  frequently  made  and  so  long 
as  to  interrupt  a  speaker  cannot  be  allowed, 
5780 

Not  only  is  it  disorderly  to  interrupt  by  inter- 
jection, but  it  is  equally  disorderly  to  in- 
terrupt by  loud  laughter,  6569 
Exchanges   across   the   Chamber   which  deal 
purely  with  personal  matters,  and  not  with 
the  question    before  the  Chair,  are  entirely 
out  of  ordetj  7726 
Language,  Parliamentary. — It   is  not  out  of 
order  to  aay  that  the  issue  in  New  South 
Wales,  at  the  general  elections,  was  a  "  dirty 
issue,"  86;  or  that  the  remarks  of  a  member 
have  sometimes  been  "  very  rude,"  3464 ;  or 
that  a  statement  made  to  a  member  is  untrue, 
3510,  ^062;  or  that  a  statement  in  a  news- 
paper IS  untrue,  4416;  or  that  a  member  is 
monetarily  interested  in  the  Denton  Hot 
Mills,  5378 ;  that  the  intention  of  members 
generally  is  to  waste  time,  6591;  or  that 
the  interjections  of  a  member  are  a  source 
of  annoyance,  7727 
Unless  the  remarks  of  a  member  are  unparlia- 
mentary, they  cannot  be  ruled  out  of  order, 
on  the  ground  that  they  are  contrary  to 
good  taste,  6502 
language.  Unparliamentary. — It  is  not  in  order 
to   describe   the  conduct  of   a   member  as 
cowardly,  86;  or  buffoonery,  3347;  or  to 
speak  of  "his  wiles,  his  turns,  his  tricks, 
bis    subterfuges,    and    his    appeals  fot 
votes,"  4323 
to  say  a  member's  statement  is  untrue,  93, 
517,    599,    668,    1343,    1661,    1664,  3439, 
35»o.  3738,  4'86,  4221,  4324,  4231,  435s, 
4409-  4733.  4829,  4961,  506a,  5116,  5319, 
5285,  5436,  5573,  5583,  5850,  5946;  or 
blackguardly,  361a;  or  false,  5103,  5574; 
or  mad,  6585 
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to  refer  to  a  member  as  a  slanderer,  669 ;  as 
"my  republican  brother,"  aii2 ;  as  a  moun- 
tebank, 4239,  or  as  a  sand-bagger,  4363 ; 
as  a  political  hypocrite,  4823;  as  half  a 
lunatic,  5400;  as  "a  ridiculous  political 
ass,"  5945;  as  a  nuisance,  7431 

to  designate  the  answer  to  a  question  as  an 
official  falsehood,  1560;  01  an  amendment 
as  a  despicable  trick,  4030 ;  or  language  of 
a  member  as  "  Fenian,"  4823 

to  allege  that  a  member  has  been  trying  to 
square  twenty  members,  361 1 ;  or  would  be 
open  to  accept  a  bribe,  3612;  or  was  not 
sober,  5050;  or  is  a  gentleman  the  re- 
verse of  the  highest  type,  5741 ;  or  at- 
tempted to  mislead  the  House,  5748;  or 
that  his  action  is  an  indecent  shuttle,  6313 

to  charge  the  House,  or  any  section  thereof, 
with  resorting  to  despicable  methods,  4151 

to  characterize  one-half  of  the  charges  of 
any  members  as  being  malevolent  and  the 
other  half  as  false,  4232 

to  impute  to  a  member  a  desire  to  bribe  any 
members,  4355 ;  or  unworthy  motives,  5389, 
5793 

to  say  that  on  the  previous  evening  a  membei 
was  "  pulled  down,"  4261 

to  accuse  a  member  of  bribery,  5045 ;  or  of 
'yi"g>  5575  >  or  °i  wasting  time,  659Z 

to  apply  to  any  members  the  term  '*  assas- 
sination," 5347;  or  "asses,"  5393 

to  say  that  any  member  of  the  Parliaaient 
has  stolen  anything,  5546 

to  reflect  upon  a  membei,  574r ;  or  upon  the 
action  of  the  Chair,  7727 

to  hint  at  a  suspicion  of  corruption  on  Hkt 
part  of  a  member,  5792-3 

to  cast  a  slur  on  the  House,  579a 

to  speak  of  a  section  of  the  House  as  a  ser- 
vile or  slavish  majority,  6591 

to  repeat  a  statement,  6S85, 

to  describe  a  member's  speech  as  drivel,  7438 

to  allege  that  the  Government  resort  to 
contemptible  and  miserable  tactics,  7734, 
or  to  contemptible  tricks,  7725 

to  request  a  member  to  shut  his  mouth,  7736 

to  assert  that  any  ruling  is  unfair,  81  to 

to  charge  the  Prime  Minister  with  laughing 
at  the  case  of  starving  men,  8153 

A  remark  must  be  withdrawn   which  is  re- 
garded  as  offensive,   3335.   34^41  or 
objecticnable,  4147,  4158,  4164,  4*3*.  424S: 
5305;  or  as  displeasing,  4851,  535a 

A  remark  ruled  out  of  order  must  be  dearh 
withdrawn,  93 

An  unparliamentary  remark  should  be  wit!:- 
drawn  without  qualification,  1343,  5050 ;  cr 
argument,  3510;  or  remark,  5573 

If  a  phrase  used  by  another  member  is  ob- 
jected to  by  the  speaker,  it  must  be  with- 
drawn, 1662 

A  remark  to  which  the  Chair  cannot  take  ei- 
ception,  but  which  is  considered  by  a  rarr- 
ber  to  reflect  upon  himself,  should  be  w  u 
drawn,  2309 

An  unparliamentary  statement  cannot  be  re- 
asserted, 3510;  or  practically  repeated  u 
another  form,  3612 

Personal  remarks  about  a  member**  atata:* 
are  not  in  order,  4508 
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If  a  member  desires  a  statemeot  to  be  with- 
drawn he  is  entitled  to  have  his  request 
complied  with,  4509 

If  a  member  is  offended  by  any  remark  from 
a  speaker,  he  has  a  perfect  right  to  ask  for 
its  withdrawal,  7727 

Ministerial  Statement. — A  Ministerial  state- 
ment relative  to  a  matter  in  Committee  on 
a  Bill  cannot  be  made  in  the  House  with- 
out leave,  2696 

No  Minister  has  the  right  to  make  a  state- 
ment to  the  House  without  leave,  6884 

It  is  always  open  to  the  Prime  Minister  to 
lay  a  paper  on  the  table,  and  to  make  any 
remarks  he  may  desire  in  connexion  with 
the  motion  that  it  be  printed,  except  that 
in  that  regard  he  has  no  privileges  which 
any  other  member  does  not  possess,  6884-^ 

A  Ministerial  statement  relative  to  the  Taritl 
Commission  should  be  made  after  the  ques- 
tions upon  notice  have  been  disposed  of, 
75" 

Motions. — A  motion  requires  to  be  seconded, 
otherwise  it  cannot  be  debated,  336-7,  6889 

A  member  may  intimate  his  desire  to  have  a 
notice  of  motion  standing  in  his  name  set 
down  for  another  day,  2185 

After  the  mover  of  a  motion  has  concluded  his 
speech,  the  motion  cannot  be  altered  except 
by  way  of  amendment,  1313,  2383 

A  motion  to  refer  to  a  Koyal  Commission 
certain  clauses  proposed  to  be  inserted  in  a 
Bill  before  a  Committee  is  in  order,  3463 

A  motion  cannot  be  withdrawn,   except  by 

leave,  7722 

A  motion  cannot  be  moved  without  notice,  except 
by  leave,  8476 

Motions  for  Adjournment. — A  member  is  re- 
quired to  hand  to  the  Chair  a  statement  of 
the  purpose  for  which  he  desires  to  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  House,  3521 

The  debate  on  .1  formal  motion  for  adjourn- 
ment cannot  exceed  the  allotted  time  unless 
the  orders  of  the  day  be  postponed,  3348, 
3740 

A  member  must  obtain  leave  before  he  can 
move  the  adjournment  of  the  House  to  dis- 
cuss a  particular  subject,  3726 

After  the  adioumment  of  the  House  is  moved 
(ut  conclusion  of  sitting),  it  is  not  com- 
])etent  to  move  another  motion,  5286 

Kvcn  though  the  Estimates  are  under  con- 
sider.ition  in  Committee,  ,1  member  may 
move  the  adjournment  of  the  House  to 
discuss  a  matter  personal  to  himself,  and 
aiTccting  him  in  bis  representative  capacity, 
6o8c);  but  a  convenient  rule  is  for  an  at- 
tack on  a  member  or  on  the  House  to  be 
dealt  with  on  a  question  of  privilege,  or  in 
a  personal  explanation,  6098 

A  motion  to  adjourn  the  House  to  an  unusual 
day  may  be  moved  without  notice  by  a  Min- 
ister, 6298 

A  member  having  moved  the  adjournment  of 
the  House  cannot  amend  h'ls  motion,  6888 

The  adjournment  of  the  House  cannot  be 
moved  by  a  member  to  debate  a  question 
which  he  will  be  at  liberty  to  discuss  the 
same  day  on  the  first  item  of  the  Esti- 
mates for  a  Department,  6887-8 


Rulings — Speaker,  Mr. — continued. 

The  fact  that  five  members  support  a  motion 
for  adjournment  is  conclusive  evidence  of 
its  urgency ;  but  it  is  out  of  order  when  it 
It  is  moved  if  it  anticipates  the  discussion 
of  a  questifm  on  the  notice-paper,  6888-9 
A  motitm  for  adjournment  should  relate  to  tme 

definite  question,  7306,  731a 
Orders  of  the  Day. — When  two  hours  have 
elapsed  since  the  meeting  of  the  House,  the 
orders  of  the  day  must  be  called  on,  unless 
otherwise  determined,  6580 
In  the  case  of  a  count-out  in  Committee  of 
Supply,  it  is  in  order  in  the  one  motion  to 
move  first  that  the  consideration  of  the  busi- 
ness be  resumed,  and  secondly,  that  a  date 
be  fixed  for  its  resumption,  6569 

Pafers. — ^With  general  concurrence  original 
papers  may  be  returned,  when  applied  for, 
in  any  case  where  it  appears  improbabU 
that  they  will  be  further  required,  aoi8 

Original  papers  which  it  is  considered  inad- 
visable to  copy,  can  be  placed  by  the  Minis- 
ter upon  the  table  in  tb'  Library,  aoi8;  but 
the  Librarian  cannot  gnarantec  the  lafety 
of  any  document  in  a  file,  2184 

There  is  no  authority  or  practice  warranting 
the  distribution,  as  a  paper  of  the  House, 
of  a  paper  prepared  by  a  member,  unless 
it  has  been  laid  on  the  table,  and  the 
Printing  Committee  has  authorized  the  print- 
ing of  it,  7112 

Personal  Exflanation. — A  member  cannot  make 
an  explanation  during  the  speech  of  another 
member,  n6,  4964,  5342,  5574,  5583.  even 
with  bis  permission,  116,  imless  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House  is  given,  1387 

An  explanation  is  allowed  to  be  made  at  the 
conclusion  of  a  member's  speech,  3599, 
4458,  5342 ;  but  not  after  the  mover  of  uie 
motion  has  replied,  5589 

A  personal  explanation  by  a  member  is  not 
open  for  debate,  1393,  4685,  4812,  4824, 
4960,  5560,  5938,  and  should  be  free  from 
argument,  1657,  45'8,  4684.  4825,  4834>  5047  J 

'   and  from  new  matter,  5048,  5052 

A  member  making  a  personal  explanation 
cannot  continue  from  that  explanation  into 
.1  speech,  4231-2 

If  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  House  a  member 
may  make  a  second  personal  explanation, 
1668 

In  making  a  personal  explanation,  a  member 
ought  not  to  traverse,  except  incidentally 
and  most  briefly,  .my  matters  which  another 
member  in  his  speech  was  prevented  by  the 
Chair  from  continuing  to  discuss,  1672-3 

A  member  may  make  un  explanation  concern* 
Ing  any  statement  of  his  own ;  but  he  can- 
not challenge  the  statements  of  any  other 
member,  or  ask  that  certain  questions  shall 
be  answered  at  a  later  stage,  3245 

The  prohibition  of  debate  on  a  personal  ex- 
planation precludes  explanation  after  ex- 
planation bebg  made,  first  by  way  of  at- 
tack, and  then  by  way  of  reply,  4834 

A  member  is  only  entitled  to  explain  any  re- 
marks in  respect  of  which  he  has  been  mis- 
understood or  misrepresented,  4824,  4960, 
5045-  5052,  5"3.  5'6o-i,  55$o 

A  personal  explanation  may  be  made  by  a 
member  in  regard  to  a  speech  delivered  out- 
side the  House  by  another /member,  who  is 
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at  liberty  to  make  a  rejoinder,  provided  that 
it  is  in  Uie  nature  of  a  personal  eKplanation, 
49*7 

A  personal  explanation  by  a  member  cannot 
be  allowed  as  a  reply  to  what  another  mem- 
ber has  said,  5045,  5559,  S560,  or  to  an  tnler- 
jection,  5053 ;  but  the  House  may  be  asked 
for  leave  to  make  a  statement,  5053,  5161, 

A  member  is  at  perfect  liberty  in  the  House 
to  explain  the  circumstances  under  which 
a  certain  course  was  taken  in  Committee; 
but  he  cannot  reSect  upon  the  Chairman, 
6884 

Petitions. — The  questions  for  receiving  and 
for  reading  a  petition  are  put  separately,  if 
so  desired,  489 

It  is  for  the  Printing  Committee  to  recom- 
mend whether  a  petition  or  any  part  of  it 
shall  be  printed;  a  member  may  not 
move  that  a  petition  be  printed  unless  he 
declares  his  intention  to  take  action  upon 
it,  489 

A  petition  praying  the  House  not  to  pass 
the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill  (al- 
though stating  views  at  great  length)  is  in 
order,  490 

A  petition  containing  no  prayer  is  informal 
and  cannot  be  received,  3333 

The  omission  of  the  words  "  in  Parliament  as- 
sembled "  does  not  invalidate  a  petition,  8.^ 
Points  of  Order. — The  motive  of  a  member 
in  the  course  he  has  taken  is  not  a  point 
of  order,  3737 
No  question  of  order  is  involved  in  a  re- 
fusal to  accept  the  denial  of  a  member, 
5247 ;  or  in  a  statement  that  a  member  is 
monetarily  interested  in  the  Denton  Hat 
^>)ls,  537S;  or  in  a  question  of  good  taste, 
6592 

Every  member  has  the  right  to  raise  a  point 
of  order  whenever  he  may  please;  but  mem- 
bers should  abstain,  as  far  as  practicable, 
from  taking  points  of  order  again  and  again 
and  rely  upon  the  watchfulness  of  the  Chair, 
4178 

A  general  discussion  on  a  point  of  order  is 
irregular,  7991 

Private  Business. — There  is  no  standing  order 
that  when  orders  of  the  day  are  taken 
iirst,  notices  of  motion  shall  he  called  on 
at  the  expiry  of  two  hours;  but,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  desire  of  members,  the  time 
on  Thursday  afternoons  will  be  equally 
divided  between  orders  of  the  day  and 
notices  of  motion,  7433 

It  is  not  out  of  order  for  the  Prime  Minister 
to  move  a  motion,  on  notice,  to  give  preced- 
ence to  Government  business,  7718 

Privilege. — The  failure  of  a  member  to  elicit 
the  opinion  of  the  Government  on  any  sub- 
ject does  not  involve  a  question  of  privilege, 
3034 

The   mistepresentatMHi   of   one   member  by 

another  outside  the  House  does  not  involve 

a  question  of  privilege,  4917 
A  member  may  state  in  such  manner  as  he  may 

desire,  but  at  not  too  great  length  what  the 

question  of  privilege  is,  or  he  may  conclude 

with  a  motion,  4917 
Questions  on  noHee. — A  member  may  band  in 

a  notice  of  a  question  to  the  Clerk  at  any 

time  during  a  sitting,  143 


L'tiNCs. — Speaker,  Mr. — continued. 

Where  the  question  of  a  member  has  not 
elicited  the  desired  information,  it  cannot  be 
allowed  to  remain  on  the  notice-paper  unless 
a  request  to  Uiat  effect  be  made,  2520;  not 
can  the  matter  be  regarded  as  a  question  of 
privilege,  3034 

A  Minister  should  not  discuss  a  questi«i  to 
which  he  is  replying,  6099 

Questions  without  notice. — A  member  in  ask- 
ing a  question  is  not  permitted  to  express 
an  opinion  or  discuss  the  matter,  456,  3436, 
^428,  2468,  2654,  2656,  3033,  7489 
A  question  without  notice  cannot   be  asked 
after  the  questions  upon  notice  have  been 
answered,  2696 
A   question   arising  out  of   another  question 
should   not   be   asked   until   the    latter  ha& 
been  answered,  3070 
A  question  addressed  to  a  Minister  may  be 
answered,  first,  by  the  Prime  Minister,  mnd 
then  by  the  Minister  addressed.    The  Prime 
Minister,  by  virtue  of  his  oflice,  may  reply 
to  any  question  of  policy,  6882 
Questions  addressed  to  one  Minister  may  be 
answered  by  another,  but  one  private  mem- 
ber cannot  reply  for  another,  6882 
Questio.is  may  only  be  addressed  to  private 
members    in    respect   of    any    business  of 
which  they  have  charge,  6885,  7410,  8093 
Quotations  and  References. — It  is  not  in  order 
to  refer  to  anything  that  has  taken  place  or 
is  pending  in  the  Senate,  91,  2606,  3610; 
or  to  its  business-paper,  8200 
to  allude  to  the  religious  belief  of  parlia- 
mentary candidates,  221 
to  refer  to  debates  in  another  place,  21  ta 
to  allude  to  a  previous  debate  of  the  ses- 
sion, 3270,  3730,  4170,  4687,  or  to  a  de- 
bate that   is  pending,  4141,   4143,  4IS3» 
5899,  except  by  leave,  5216 
to  quote  from  a  letter  an  expression  to  the 
eiiect  that  a   member's  statement  to  the 
House  was  false,  3633 
A  member  is  allowed,  on  the  motion  for  ad- 
journment, to  refer  to  a  previous  debate  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  personal  explana- 
tion ;  but  he  is  not  permitted  to  exceed  the 
limits  of  a  personal  explanation,  1393,  1672 
A  member  is  not  allowed  on  the  motion  for 
adjournment,  to  refer  to  a  debate  pending, 
5045 

A  member  cannot  be  prevented  from  quoting 
from  a  State  parliamentary  paper  an  ex- 
tract reflecting  upon  another  member.  5045 

When  an  allusion  has  been  made  by  one 
member  to  a  previous  debate  of  the  session. 
salMequent  speakers  may  refer  to  his  state- 
ment, though  remarks  in  reference  to  past 
debates,  and  casting  reflections  on  the  pre- 
vious actions  of  members,  are  very  undesir- 
able, 6584 

The  course  of  referring  in  the  House  to  the 
proceedings  in  Committee  is  not  a  desinUe 
one;  but,  as  a  matter  of  privilege  or  per- 
sonal explanation,  a  member  may  refer  to  an 
occurrence  in  Committee,  6883-4 

Right  of  Sfeech.—A  member  cannot  discuss  a 
motion  to  adjourn  a  debate  ontil  it  is 
seconded,  336-7,  5894 

By  leave  a  member  may  continue  his  speedi 
on  a  subsequent  day,  353,  83a,  1287,  r393, 
aSge,  3275,  6aio,  773a  ^  . 
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When  the  time  allowed  for  the  MMuideration  of 
notices  of  motioa  hai  expired,  the  ipeaker 
may  either  ask  leave  to  continue  hti  speech 
on  another  occasion,  or  move  the  poitpone* 
ment  of  the  orders  of  the  day,  until  after  iti 
conclusion,  7732 ;  or  he  may  ask  leave  to  con- 
tinue his  speech  on  the  present  occasion,  8108 

To  ask  a  question  on  the  motion  for  adjourn* 
meat  is  to  exercise  the  right  of  speech,  1289 

An  inquiry  by  a  member  on  a  motion  forms  part 
of  the  dcMte,  81  to 

A  member  is  onlv  entitled  to  speak  to  a 
formal  motion  of  adjournment  for  the  pre- 
scribed time,  3349,  57sa 

"Where  a  member  was.  understood  by  the  Chair 
to  rise  only  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
personal  explanation  he  cannot  proceed  to 
discuss  the  question,  but  must  await  his  turn 
to  be  heard,  4231-2 

After  the  mover  of  a  motion  has  commenced 
his  reply  a  member  who  has  not  spoken  to 
the  question  cannot  speak  except  by  leave, 
4690-1 

"When  the  mover  of  a  motion  has  replied,  no 
further  speeches  are  allowable,  55K) 

Where  one  member  moved  the  recommittal  of 
certain  clauses  of  a  Bill,  and  another  mem- 
ber concluded  bis  speech  on  the  motion  by 
moving  an  amendment,  and  the  debate  being 
confined  to  the  amendment  until  it  was  dis- 
posed of,  tlie  only  members  who  cannot 
speak  to  the  motion  when  the  debate  is  re- 
sumed are  those  tiro,  4522 

When  a  member  asks  for  an  adjournment  of 
the  debate,  and  proceeds  to  say  that  he  will 
offer  only  a  few  remarks,  be  is  held  to  have 
begun  his  speech  on  the  question,  58^9 

A  member  cannot  speak  to  a  motion  which  has 
been  withdrawn  by  leave,  6478 

No  member,  whether  the  Prime  Minister,  or 
any  other,  has  any  right  to  make  a  state- 
ment, without  the  leave  of  the  House.  There 
must  be  some  matter  before  the  Chair  to 
enable  any  member  to  speak,  6S84 

The  mover  of  a  motion  is  not  enabled  to 
answer  a  question  bv  any  speaker  nntil  he 
exercises  his  right  of  reply,  8016 

The  rights  of  the  mover  and  seconder  of  a 
motion  to  adjourn  a  debate  are  not  interfered 
with  when  the  motion  is  negatived,  8551 

Rulingt. — ^A  member  ought  either  to  observe 
the  ruling  of  the  Chair,  or  to  move  that  it 
be  disagreed  with.  4247.8,  6888 

■Select  Cemmitlees. — After  a  motion  for  ap- 
pointing a  Select  Committee  has  been 
moved  no  substitution  of  a  name  may  be 
made,  except  by  way  of  amendment,  1313 

Unless  a  Select  Committee  has  obtained 
leave  to  report  the  minutes  of  evidence 
from  time  to  time,  its  proceedings  cannot 
be  reported  in  the  presS|  1534 

Standing  Orders.— Aaj  motion  that  would 
violate  the  terms  of  a  standing  order  could 
not  be  accepted  by  the  House,  685 

On  a  motion  to  suspend  the  Standing 
Orders  to  discuss  a  matter  of  urgent  neces- 
sity, the  mover  may  proceed  until  the  Chair 
should  find  ii  necessary  to  interpose,  4141, 
4»45-7 

It  IS  quite  competent  for  the  House  to  nu* 
pend  the  Standing  Orders  for  one  purpose 
'  or  for  more  than  one,  4149 


RtnJKGS — Speaker,  ^i.— continued. 

The  debate  on  a  motion  to  suspend  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  is  restricted  by  standing  order 
119.  4155 

A  motion  to  suspend  the  Standing  Order*  may, 
by  leave,  be  moved  without  aotiw,  454a» 

The  suspension  of  the  Standing  Orders  should 
not  be  moved  until  the  necessity  has  arisen, 

7438 

Strangers. — By  leave,  a  distinguished  stranger 
may  be  invited  to  take  a  seat  within  the 
Chamber,  6088 

See  Holder,  Sir  F.  W. 

Sp«ak«r,  Hr.  Deputy. 

Section  36  of  the  Constitution  does  not  prevent 
the  Chairman  of  Committees  from  relieviI^^ 
the  Speaker  in  the  chair  during  a  sitting  of 
the  House,  686 

Antieifaiing  Discussion. — On  a  motion  for  the 
House  to  adjourn  to  an  unusual  date  a  mem- 
ber may  refer  to  the  work  which  might 
otherwise  be  done,  but  he  cannot  discuss  the 
business  on  the  notice-paper,  3893 

Subfana  to  Clerk. — By  leave  of  the  Home 
the  Clerk  or  an  officer  of  his  stoff  may  obey 
a  subpccna  from  a  Court  to  attend  and  pro- 
duce a  writ,  2466 

See  Sauion,  Hon.  C.  C. 

Chairman  of  Oommittees. 

Antieifaiing  Discussion. — ^A  member  cannot 
anticipate  the  discussion  of  a  notice  of 
motitm,  6008-9,  60*5.  6303.  63^4-5>  though  an 
incidental  reference  to  the  subject  may  be 
made,  6016,  6143 

By  leave,  a  Minister  may  make  a  statement 
before  the  Estimates  of  his  Department  are 
reached,  6383 

It  is  out  of  order  to  anticipate  the  discussion  on 
a  clause,  2625 ;  or  an  item  in  the  Estimates, 
6429;  or  an  amendment,  7562,  7961 

Bills. — An  amendment  cannot  be  moved  in 
a  portion  of  the  clause  preceding  that  with 
which  the  Committee  is  dealing;  it  may  be 
moved  at  a  later  stage,  2197 

An  amendment  cannot  be  withdrawn  except 
by  leave,  3289 ;  or  if  one  meiRber  objects. 

735° 

An  amendment  cannot  be  altered  by  the  mover 

if  one  member  objects,  7540 
If  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Committee,  a 
clause  may  be  put  paragraph  by  paragraph, 
2384 

If  an  amendment  to  an  amendment  is  relevant 

it  is  in  order,  2850,  3990 
An  amendment  to  omit  words  precludes  the 

moving  of  an  amendment  to  amoid  these 

words,  3940 

The  Committee  on  a  Bill  is  not  btmnd  by  the 
result  of  a  ballot  in  the  House  as  to  the  fill- 
ing of  a  blank  in  a  clause,  3947 

The  insertion  of  a  new  clause  cannot  be 
moved  until  the  clauses  in  the  Bill  have  been 
disposed  of,  4677 

An  amendment  to  a  proposed  new  clause  must 
be  disposed  of  before  another  amendment 
can  be  moved,  7350 

An  amendment  involving  the  same  qneiUon  as 
a  previous  amendment  cannot  be  mond  in 
the  same  Committee,  7539^  . 
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a  clause  which  has  not 
been  agreed  to  is  open  to  amendment,  7546 
Once  an  amendment  to  the  later  part  of  a 
question  is  moved,  the  earlier  part  cannot  be 
amended,  7557  ;  except  by  concurrence,  8356 
A  proposition  to  limit  the  operation  of  a  clause 
should  be  moved  as  a  proviso  to  that  clause, 
and  not  as  a  new  clause,  7558 
It  is  not  competent  for  the  Committee  to  eive 
de6niti(Mis  to  those  i>aits  of  a  Bill  to  which 
the  Senate  has  agreed,  79S5 
Where  an  amendment  of  the  Senate  takes  the 
form  of  a  proviso  to  a  clause,  only  the  pro- 
viso is  open  to  amendment.    A  proposal  to 
add  to  a  proviso  words  which  travel  beyond 
its  scope,  IS  out  of  order,  7989,  but  it  maybe 
brought  in  order  by  a  decision  of  the  Com* 
mittce  against  the  ruling  of  the  Chair,  79S9 
Misprints  in  Bills  need  not   be   altered  by 

motion,  831S 
It  is  competent   for  a  member  to  move  env 
amendment  to  the  short  title  of  a  Bill  which 
is  not  contrary  to  the  principle,  83T9 
It  is  not    in    order    to    move    to  amend 
"  manufactures  "  bi 
before  the  letter 

"  manufacturers  "      for      "  manufactures ' 
should  be  moved,  8219 

It  is  not  in  order  to  alter  the  destination  of 
proposed  bonuses,  8320 

Debate. — On  an  amendment  to  an  amendment 
the  remarks  of  a  member  should  be  confined 
to  the  question,  2908,  2013,  7537;  except 
where  the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted  in 
the  amendment  convej_  no  meaning  by  them- 
selves, 3012 

When  it  is  understood  by  the  Chair  that  a 
member  intends  to  conclude  with  an  amend- 
ment which  will  necessitate  the  withdrawal 
of  the  amendment  before  the  Committee 
the  rule  of  relevancy  is  not  enforced,  3971 

A  member  may  read  a  newspaper  while  anotbeT 
member  is  addressing  the  Committee,  1992 

\Vhen  an  amendment  is  pending,  so  much  of 
the  clause  as  has  not  yet  been  agreed  to  is 
open  for  discussion,  3048 

A  motion  as  to  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  purposes  of  a  Bill  may 
be  debated,  2339 

On  a  motion  to  report  progress  a  member 
mav  discuss  the  Bill  before  the  Committee, 
2648 

The  denial  of  a  member  should  be  accepted, 

without  comment,  2745,  7951 
The  conduct  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  New 

South  Wales  ought  not  to  be  discussed,  2645, 

2808 

A  member  is  entitled  to  discuss  a  matter 
which  is  likely  to  come  within  the  scope  of 
an  amendment  to  an  amendment,  2903 

A  member  who  has  been  called  by  the  Chair 
may  give  way  to  another  member,  3991 

Ordinarily  only  the  clause  before  the  Chair 
may  be  discussed;  but  with  consent  a 
general  discussion  may  take  place  on  the 
first  clause  of  a  Dew  part  proposed  to  be 
introduced  into  the  Bill,  3094 

When  the  discussion  on  the  merits  of  the  ntes 
proposed  for  the  Seat  of  Government  is 
coDclnded  progress  with  the  Bill  must  be 
reported,  and  a  ballot  then  taken.  3618 


RUUNCS — Chairman  of  Committees — eoiUimMed. 

A  member  should  not  be  ref'irred  to  by  his 
name,  3859,  but  by  the  name  of  his  coo- 
stituency,  7447 

The  front  bench  on  the  right  hand  of  the 
Chair  is  reserved  for  Ministers,  3949-  A 
member  may  occupy  any  convenient  seat  on 
any  other  bench,  7967 

A  member  should  not  adopt  the  interrogative 
form  of  speech,  3969,  7188 

A  speaker  has  no  right  to  ask  categorical 
questions  of  members,  6014 

A  member  may  reply  to  any  statements  made 
in  debate  so  long  as  he  keeps  within  legiti- 
mate limits,  6016 

The  rule  as  to  relevancy  applies  to  an  item 
in  the  Estimates,  6^3,  6318-9,  6598,  6644, 
6752,  or  to  a  division,  6745,  6748,  7029, 
73^7 

On  the  vote  for  the  Public  Service  Commis- 
sioner a  member  may  not  discuss  the  salaries 
paid  to  officers,  save  in  regard  to  the  in- 
creases for  which  the  classification  scheme 
provides,  6430,  6610 

mien  the  Estimates  for  a  Department  are 
being  taken  in  sub-divisions,  the  rule  of 
relevancy  applies;  but  with  concnTrencc  the 
sub-divisions  may  be  put  as  one,  and  a 
general  discussion  may  take  place,  6625 

A  matter  cannot  be  discussed  on  a  division  cf 
the  Estimates  which  does  not  provide  for  any 
expenditure  therefor,  6631 

Although  the  Chair  has  acquiesced  m  an  ir. 
regular  discussion  on  the  first  item  in  the 
Estimates  for  a  Department,  it  cannot  allow 
irrelevant  questions  to  be  discussed,  6710, 
67251  6737,  6742,  6744,  6748. 

Irrelevant  discussion  is  not  permitted  on  a 
motion  to  dissent  from  a  ruling,  6749 

The  Chair  cannot  accept  a  motion  Uiat  a  mem- 
ber  be  no  further  heard,  6750 

Continued  irrelevance  or  tedious  repetition  by 
a  member  may  be  reported  by  the  Chair  to 
the  Committee,  6751 

Mr.  Webster  is  guilty  of  tedious  repetition, 
6752,  and  on  the  ground  of  continued  ir- 
relevance and  tedious  repetition  is  directed 
to  discontinue  his  speech,  6753.  He  may 
appeal  to  the  Committee  against  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Chair,  but  the  question  that  be 
be  further  heard  cannot  be  debated,  6753. 
The  responsibility  for  taking  this  action 
rests  with  the  Chair,  6759 

The  Chair  calmot  intervene  until  an  offence 
has  been  committed,  6770 

Members  should  conclude  their  inquiries  before 
the  Minister  replies,  7028 

The  principle  of  a  Bill  should  not  be  discussed 
on  an  amendment  to  a  clause,  7565 

A  vote  on  an  amendment  to  alter  the  wording 
of  an  amendment  to  a  clause  does  not  decide 
the  whole  question,  7563 

A  discussion  as  to  the  Senate's  amendments  in 
a  Bill  ought  not  totak^place  in  the  absence 
of  a  motion,  7621,  7632.  The  discussion 
may  be  of  a  general  character,  7643,  but 
confined  to  the  amendments,  7657,  7748, 
7753.  Afterwards,  a  member  must  confine 
his  remarks  to  the  particular  amendment  be- 
fore the  Committee,  7835,  7846,  7853*3,  7854* 
2855.^7887,  7889.  7950,  7966-8,  797«.  7974. 
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There  cao  be  no  discussion  without  a  question 
being  submitted  to  the  Committee,  s6oo 

A  member  in  his  speech  is  allowed  incident- 
ally  to  ask  questions  of  Ministers,  but  not 
to  ask  categorical  questions  in  regard  to  an 
irrelevant  matter,  86ia 

Divisions. — A  member  calling  for  a  divisioD 
must  vote  with  those  who,  m  the  opinion  of 
the  Chair,  were  in  the  minority,  aaoa 

Interruflions. — Conversations,  ir35,  2551, 2711, 
^528,  6^44,  6700,  8613;  interjections,  3042, 
^35 

A  request  from  the  Chair  for  order  should 

be  complied  with  by  every  member,  2562, 

2682,  271 1,  274a 
It  is  out  of  order  for  a  member  to  anticipate 

his  speech  on  the  question  by  interrupting 

the  speaker,  3841,  7187-8 
A  member  cannot  interrupt  the  speaker  in 

order  to  correct  a  statement,  4368 
Questions  ought  not  to  be  put  to  the  Treasurer 

during  the  delivery  of  the  Budget  speech, 

5675 

Language,  Parliamentary. — It  is  not  out  of  order 
to  say  "  it  is  a  disgrace  to  allow  a  man 
who  is  distrusted  in  that  way  to  appoint  a 
Commission  like  this,"  7447 ;  or  to  ask  who 
prepared  a  member's  brief,  7747 ;  or  to  use 
the  term  "  brutal  majority,"  when  stating  a 
supposititious  case,  7866 
Language,  Unfarliameniary. — It  is  out  of  order 
to  say  that  the  statement  of  another  mem* 
ber'is  untrue,  1204,  3804,  7240,  7453,  7463, 
7755  t  or  a  malicious  libel,  1950 
to  remark  that  a  member  has  made  a  state- 
ment which  he  knows  to  be  incorrect,.  2453i 

to  assert  that  a  member  did  not  believe  one 
word  that  he  said,  r8i4;  had  organized  a 
bi^  strike,  1950;  is  a  sham,  3079;  or  s 
paid  agitator,  3566;  or  is  acting  unjustly, 
3818;  or  played  a  contemptible  part,  7402 

to  characterize  the  action  of  a  member  as 
dirty  and  contemptible,  2243;  or  foul  and 
contemptible,  2567 

to  reflect  on  the  Chair,  2009 ;  or  any  member, 
2079,  8603;  or  a  vote  of  the  House,  3988; 
or  a  decision  of  the  Committee,  8615 

to  say  that  any  members  are  throwing  dust 
in  the  eyes  of  the  workers,  2908;  or  wast- 
ing time  in  discussing  an  item,  6431 ;  or 
are  not  in  a  fit  state  to  discuss  the  Esti- 
mates, '6968 ;  or  are  called  upon  to  rob  the 
public,  8221 

to  apply  to  a  member  the  word  "untruth- 
fully," 3629 

to  convey  a  threat  of  obstruction,  6751 

to  instruct  the  Chairman  as  to  his  duty,  or  to 
contradict  him,  6752 

to  describe  any  members  as  howling  dingoes, 
6749;  or  as  a  pack  of  dingoes,  6769;  or  as 
a  brutal  majority,  7866 

to  speak  of  a  member  as  "that  man,"  7447 

to  reflect  on  members  who  supported  a  point 
of  order,  8006 

to  say  that  a  Bill  has  been  carried  up  to  its 
present  stage  only  by  trickery  and  misre- 
presentation, 8220 

to  describe  a  Bill  as  a  political  job,  or  to 
say  diat  it  has  all  the  appearance  of  a 
political  job,  Saai 


Rulings— Chairman  of  Committees — continued. 

to  refer  to  expressions  which  have  been  with- 
drawn, 8224 
to  ascribe  to  another  member  intentions  by 
which  he  says  he  is  not  governed,  Ssac 

A  member  should  withdraw  a  remark  wnicb, 
*  to  another  member,  is  distasteful,  1950,  2340; 
or  objectionable,  3009,  7453;  or  offensive, 
3340,  7755 !  or  is  regarded  as  a  personal  re- 
flection, 7855 

An  unparliamentary  remark  must  be  with- 
drawn, 3009,  2079;  and  its  withdrawal  must 
be  unconditional,  3009,  3630,  8331 ;  and  with- 
out implication,  6769;  or  Qualification,  7453 

Points  of  Order. — A  secona  point  of  order 
cannot  be  taken  until  the  first  is  decided, 
2566 

Where  a  matter  has  been  referred  by  the  House 
to  a  Committee  for  consideration  it  is  not 
competent  for  the  Chair  to  entertain  an  ob- 
jection that  it  anticipates  the  discussion  oa 
an  order  of  the  day,  74ar 

Questions  to  the  Chair, — ^Any  member  has  the 
right  to  seek  information  irom  the  Chair  by 
means  of  a  question,  3203 

Quotations  and  Referenees. — ^A  member  can- 
not refer  to  a  question  which  has  been  dealt 
with  by  the  Committee,  2908 ;  or  to  the  posi- 
tion of  a  Bill  in  the  Senate,  6764 

Unless  an  extract  is  pertinent  to  the  question 
before  the  Committee  it  cannot  be  read,  337  r. 

Only  incidental  references  may  be  made  to  a 
matter  not  relevant  to  the  question  before 
the  Chair,  6013;  but  an  incidental  reference 
by  one  member  cannot  be  discussed  by  an- 
other, 6318 

A  member  can  only  quote  those  portions  of  an 
Act  which  affect  an  officer  whose  salary  is 
being  discussed,  6751 

It  is  out  of  order  to  read  an  extract  referring 
to  a  debate  in  the  House  during  the  same 
session,  6763 

Right  of  Sfeech. — A  member  cannot  be  heard 
after  the  question  has  been  put  to  the  Com- 
mittee, 1731  ;  but  if  the  leader  of  the  House 
has  no  objection  the  question  may  be  put 
again  from  the  Chair,  and  any  member  who 
rises  may  be  heard,  1733 

The  practice  of  the  Chair  has  been  to  keep  a 
list  of  intending  speakers,  and  call  on  a 
member  from  each  side  alternately,  3583 ; 
but  in  future  no  lists  will  be  kept,  and  the 
parliamentary  rule  will  be  observed,  2650 

Rulings. — The  substance  of  a  ruling  should  be 
emlxKlied  in  a  motion  of  dissent,  6748 

A  direction  to  a  member  to  discontinue  his 
speech  is  not  a  ruling  or  decision,  «nd,  there- 
fore, a  motion  of  dissent  cannot  be  moved, 
6753.  6757 

The  withdrawal  of  a  point  of  order  as  to  the 
relevancy  of  an  amendment  does  not  absolve 
the  Chair  from  giving  a  ruling,  7988 

An  objection  to  a  ruling  is  required  by  the 
standing  order  to  be  decided  by  the  Com- 
mittee; but  if  it  is  so  desired  Mr.  Speaker's 
opinion  on  the  ppmt  of  order  may  be  ob* 
tained,  7989 

Supply. — ^Whcre  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Com- 
mittee an  amendment  to  reduce  the  proposed 
vote  for  a  subdivision  will  not  preclude  the 
moving  of  ao  amendmeat  to  aa  item  therein, 
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The  consideratioa  of  a  question  which  hu  been 
stated  from  the  Chair  cannot  be  postponed, 
6312 

B7  concurrence  votes  may  be  taken  on  divi- 
sions, 6743,  or  the  subdivisions  of  a  divi- 
sion may  be  put  separately,  6746,  7219 

Ways  and  Means. — Where  two  motions  have 
bees  proposed  at  the  same  time  they  witl  be 

Eut  separately  if  desired  by  any  member ; 
ut  if  put  together  it  would  not  prevent  the 
introduction  of  separate  Bills,  7443 
See  Saluon,  Hon.  C.  C. 

TRADB  AND  OUSTOHS. 

ADUmiSTRAnON. 

House  of  Refresentaiives : 

Obs.  by  Mr.  Crouch,  83a 

Questions  by  Mr.  Dugafd  Thomson  as  to 
delay  in  passing  entries,  Sydney,  1351 ; 
as  to  tonnage  of  foreign  shipping,  1351 

Question  by  Sir  J.  Forrest  as  to  prepara- 
tion of  annual  repprts  00,  3539 

Question  by  Mr.  Carpenter  as  to  com- 
plaints by  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Fre- 
mantle,  3339;  obs.  by  Mr.  Watson,  3471 

Question  by  Mr.  Lonsdale  as  to  revenue 
in  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria,  and 
salaries  of  officers  in  those  States,  331)5 

Question  by  Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  bottling 
of  imported  spirits,  4140,  8590 

Question  by  Mr.  Bamford  as  to  Sunday 
work  at  Flat  Top,  4630 

Question  by  Mr.  Lonsdale  as  to  exemp- 
tion of  temporary  officers,  5591 

Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Pcarcc  as  to  seizure 
of  Japanese  goods,  7364,  7574 

ACKICULTUBI. 
House  of  Refresentatives : 

Motion  by  Sir  }.  Quick  as  to  Federal 

Department   of,   3035;   debated,  3045, 

sSoa,  6491;  motion  agreed  to,  6505 
Question  by  Mr.  Higgins  as  to  legislation 

in  interests  of  producers,  4630 
Question  by  Mr.   Phillips  as  4o  patent 

rights  for  nitrogen  fertilizer,  6833 
Question  by  Mr.  Webster  as  to  remedy  for 

nut  in  wheat,  6699 

Apples. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 
Question  by  Sir  J.  Quick  as  to  losses  on 
London  sales,  3450 

Bills  of  Lading. 
House  of  Refresentaiives : 

Question  by  Mr.  McWilliams,  as  to  legis* 
lation  dealing  with  bills  of  lading  for 
perishable  produce,  5851 ;  by  Sir  J. 
Quick,  638a 

Set  nils. 

BoTin. 

House  of  Refresentativet : 

Question  by  Mr.  Isaacs  as  to  cnnitituting 
Victorian  Royal  Commission  a  eommls- 
tioa  tinder  Federal  taw,  3314 


Question  by  Mr.  Kennedy  as  to  statement 
by  Victorian  Director  of  Agricaltnte 
regarding  export  of,  3368 

Coastwise  Traffic 

Souse  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Kelly  as  to  subatdized 
service  between  Fremantle  aad  Gerald- 
ton,  2251,  3672,  ,3934 

Questions  bv  Sir  J.  Forrest,  as  to  coast- 
wise cargo  and  passengers,  2799,  3959 

Questions  by  Sir  }.  Forrest  withdrawn, 
3'7»  . 

Coinage  and  the  DsaiuL  Stsikic. 
House  of  Representatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards  as  to 
Commonwealth  decimal  system  of  cur- 
rency, iy3;'obs.  as  to  correspondence  re- 
lating to,  1736;  by  Mr.  Watson,  3x84; 
question  by  Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards,  6918 

Motion  for  legislative  action,  1610,  3371; 
amendment,  2381 ;  motion  as  ameculed 
agreed  to,  3383 

Questitm  by  Mr.  Bamford  as  to  seignorage 
on  silver  coined  in  England,  7489,  7523 ; 
by  Mr.  Watson,  7716 

Obs.,  7806-11 

Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Smith  as  to  intentions 
of  Government  in  regard  to  silver  coin- 
age and  decimal  system,  6279,  6335 

CoNcnjAnoN  and  Aucikation. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Obs.  by  Mr.  McDonald  as  to  supply  of 
copies  of  Bill  relating  to,  a6 

Obs.  by  Mr.  Ougald  Thomst)n  as  to  Bill 
relating  to,  756;  by  Mr.  Watson,  757, 
1735,  231 1 ;  by  Mr.  Deakin,  757;  by  Mr. 
Mauger,  2307 ;  by  Mr.  Knox,  3068 ;  by 
Mr.  Reid,  3070 

Expl.  by  Mr.  Willis,  2521 

Question  by  Mr.  Crouch  as  to  statement  of 
Minister  for  Trade  and  Customs,  1042 

Question  by  Hr.  Hutchison  as  to  resola- 
tion  by  Adelaide  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, 2247 

Question  by  Mr.  Carpenter  as  to  Argus 
report  of  observations  by  Sir  J.  For- 
rest, 3438;  obs.  by  Sir  J.  Forrest,  3438 

Senate : 

Obs.  by  Senator  O'Keefe  as  to  pairing 
Senator  Keating  on  amendment  of  Bill, 
6881 

Ste  BilU. 

Contracioks. 
House  of  Refresentaiives: 

Question  as  to  policy  of  Government  in 

regard  to  preference  to  local  contractors, 

by  Mr.  Crouch,  4403,  5590;   ex  ft.  by 

Mr.  Crouch,  4695 ;  question  by  Mr.  B. 

Smith,  5590,  5853;    exfl.  by  Mr.  B. 

Smith,  5753;  obs.  by  Mr.  Rieid,  5610; 

obi.  on  ii/f.,  5738-57 
Questioo,  by  Mr.  Fisher  as  to  admUsfe 

to  foreign  tead«en^6699,  jsaa,  8591 
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TlADE  AND  Customs — continued. 

Cotton  Industby. 
House  of  Refreseniatives : 

Question  by  Sii  }.  L.  Bonython,  5630 
Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  Higgs  as  to  ftate- 
mcnt  by  Minister,  6975 

Customs  Officeks. 

House  of  Refresentatives  : 

QuestioD  by  Mr.  Fraz^r  as  to  Customs 
officers,  Broome,  587 

Question  by  Sir  ].  h.  Bonython  as  to 
salaries  of  landing  waiters,  809 

Question  by  Mr.  Willis  as  to  papers  re- 
lating to  dismissal  of  Messrs.  Hendrick 
and  Hemming,  2183 ;  by  Mr.  Kennedy, 
2251 

Question  by  Mr.  Lonsdale  as  to  salaries, 
3395 

Question  by  Mr.  Lonsdale  as  to  temporary 
officers,  5591;  by  Mr.  Foynton^  741 1 

Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  Smith  as  to  prosecu- 
tion of  for  fraudulent  Customs  entries, 
2856 

Question  by  Senator  Pearce  as  to  Customs 
officials,  Broome,  5704 

Customs  Collections. 
Senate : 

Questions  by  Senator  Macfarlane  as  to  re* 
funds  to  Tasmania,  33a,  543 

Customs  Prosecltions. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 
Question  by  Mr.   Crouch  as  to  placing 
copies  of  evidence  relating  to,  on  table 
of  House,  759 
Question  by  Mr.  Hughes-  as  to  costs  de- 
bited to  Victoria,  7175,  7218 
Question  by  Mr.  Tudor  as  to  prosecution 
of  ^sh  importers,  7523 

DSAWBACKS. 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Wilkinson,  2959 

Duties  : 
House  of  Refresentativet: 

Questions  by  Sir  W.  Lyne  as  to  claim  for 
refund  by  Mr.  Sandford,  5590,  7115, 
7489 

Question  by  Mr.  Maloney  as  to  electrical 

rheostats,  6919 
Question  by  Mr.  Chanter  as  to  refund  of 

duty  on  portable  engine,  7113 
Question  by  Mr.  Liddell  as  to  admitting 

non-inflammable  flannelette  at  reduced 

duly.  7948 

Questions  by  Sir  L.  Bonython  as  to  duty 
on  advertising  matter,  7173;  by  Mr. 
Mauger,  809a 

Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  Fraser  as  to  duty  on 
parts  of  reapers  and  binders,  1464 

Questions  by  Senator  Turley  as  to  duty 
on  Chma  oil,  6279,  643a,  6650,  7256, 
7573,  7890;  8367.  8376 


Teade  and  Customs — continued. 
Fbeights. 
House  of  Refresentatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Crouch  as  to  cheaper 
f  reigb  ts  for  compressed  f odder*  ftc. , 
585a 

GnuAM  Trade  in  tbx  PAanc. 
Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Higgs  as  to  reprisals 
on  Germany  for  refusing  to  allow  Bri- 
tish vessels  to  trade  witb  Marshall 
Islands,  7255 

Oil.  by  Senator  Smith,  7941;  by  Senator 

Higgs,  7943 
Motion  ::ffirming  that  the  Government 
should  take  steps  to  counteract  efforts 
of  the  German  Government  to  establisji 
a  monopoly  for  German  traders  in  their 
Pacific  Islands,  by  Senator  Smith, 
7365-72 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Question  by  Mr.  Watson  as  to  refusal  of 
German    nuthoriTies   to    allow  British 
ships  to  trade  with  Marshall  Islands, 

6595 

Imports  and  Exports. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Questions  by  Mr.  Dugald  Thomson  as  to 
British  imports,  666,  759;  motion  for 
return  as  to,  719 

Motion  by  Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards  for  return 
as  to  imports  from  and  exports  to 
Canada,  South  Africa,  New  Zealand, 
Fiji,  and  New  Hebrides,  881 

Question  by  Mr.  Mauger  as  to  imports  of 
infants'  shoes,  2897 

Question  by  Mr.  Crouch  as  to  exportation 
of  hides,  sheepskins,  and  rugs,  2370 

Question  by  Mr.  Chanter  as  to  importa- 
tion of  chilled  pork,  3072 

Question  by  Sir  } .  Quick  as  to  report 
recommending  Federal  dep&t  for  ex- 
ported produce  in  London,  3573 

Motion   by  Mr.   Maloney   for,  return  as 
to  imports  of  strippers  and  harvesters, 
62 1 1 
Senate : 

Questions  by  Senator  Pearce,  as  to  im- 
portation of  cigars,  Victoria,  353 ;  as 
to  exports  of  leather,  2748 

Question  by  Senator  Smith  as  to  imports 
of  butter  substitutes,  543 

Motions  by  Senator  Pearce,  for  return  as 
to  value  of  certain  imports,  3224;  that 
return  be  printed,  4328 

Question  by  Smator  Milfen  as  to  invoice 
price  of  imported  harvesters,  6786 

Question  by  Senator  Higgs  as  to  export 
tax  on  greasy  wool,  6970 

Industrialism  and  Education  : 
Senate 

Question  by  Senator  Dobson  as  to  report 
of  Moseley  Commtuion,  1736 

INDUSTBIAL  LAWS. 
House  of  Refresentatives : 

Motion  by  Mr.  Mauger  as  to  uniform  in- 
dustrial laws,  345^^^^!^ 
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Trade  and  Cvstous— continued, 
Inter-State  Certificates  : 

Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Keating  as  to  simpli- 
fication of,  1 105 

Inteb-State  Trade  : 
House  of  Refreseniatives  : 
Queition  by  Six  W.  Lyne  as  to  ipiriti, 
3292 

Iron  Bonus  and  Iron  Works. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Thomas  as  to  circulation 
of  report  of  Iron  Bonus  Commission, 
171. 

Question  by  Mr.  J.  Cook  as  to  Bill  re- 
lating to,  288;  by  Sir  W.  Lyne,  3328; 
obs.,  3526;  by  Mr.  Watson,  3527;  by  Mr. 
Webster,  5585",  obs.,  on  motion  for  adj., 

^5895-5902 

Questions  by  Sir  W.  Lyne  as  to  action  by 
States,  ao'17,  3371,  3072 ;  as  to  further 
consideration  of  Bill  relating  to,  6698, 
7716,  7945,  8090-1,  by  Mr.  Reid,  8230 

Obs.  on  further  consideration  of  Bill  re- 
lating to,  7718-30;  by  Mr.  Reid,  8018, 
8230;  bv  Mr.  Watkins,  8019 

Exfl.  by  Mr.  Salmon,  8335 

Senate  : 

Motion  by  Senator  de  Largie  as  to  estab- 
lishment of  iron  works  b^  the  Common- 
wealth, 947,  1293;  motion  agreed  to, 
1296 

Meat. 

House  of  Refreseniatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Kelly  as  to  frozen  or 
tinned  meat  for  Japan,  3754 

Locomotive  Tenders. 
House  of  Representatives : 

Questions  by  Sir  William  Lyne  and  Mr. 
Glynn  as  to  tenders  and  wages  paid, 
7944 

Navigation  and  Shipping. 
Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Fulsford  as  to  news- 
paper forecast  of  provisions  of  Bill,  54a 

Question  by  Senator  Pearce  as  to  survey 
of  Western  Australia,  8181 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Obs.  as  to  extending  scope  of  commission 
on  Bill  relating  to,  2245,  2246 

Questions  by  Mr.  Jotinson  as  to  appoint- 
ment of  additional  members  of  Com- 
mission, 2466;  by  Sir  J.  Forrest,  3467; 
by  Mr.  Thomas,  2659;  obs.  by  Mr. 
Dugald  Thomson,  2659 

Questions  by  Mr.  Knox  as  to  purposes  of 
Commission,  2467;  by  Mr.  Glynn, 
2468;  obs.  on  Supply  motion,  by  Mr. 
Watson,  3603  J  by  Mr.  Wilks,  2606 

Motion  by  Mr.  McWilltams  that  naviga- 
tion clauses  proposed  to  be  added  to 
Conciliation  Bill  be  remitted  to  Naviga- 
tion Bill  Commission,  3254,  3460;  Order 
of  the  Day  discharged,  ^05 


Tui»  AND  CusTOm— continued. 

Question  by  Mr.  G.  B.  Edwards  as  to 
appointment  of  shipping  patrol  officers, 
38" 

Questions  by  Mr.  Mauger,  Mr.  Hutchison, 
Sir  John  Forrest,  and  Mr  McDonatd,  as 
to  Sundity  work  in  connexion  with  ship- 
ping! 7945-47 
Mew  Hebrides. 
Senate  : 

Motion  by  Senator  Smith  that  Bill  be  in- 
troduced providing  for  rebate  of  duties, 
3646;  debated,  4GS3 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Question  by  Mr.  Willis  as  to  trade  with. 

Question  by  Mr.  Johnson  as  to  rebate  of 
duties,  307a 

Opiuu. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Question  by  Mr.  Johnson  as  to  importation 
of  opium,  761,  1299;  as  to  communica- 
tions from  States'  Premiers  relative  to 
traffic  in,  2370 

Patent  Office. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Wilkinson  as  to  adminis- 
tration, 290 

Question  as  to  appointments  by  Hr.  Ken- 
nedy, 491;  motion  by  Mr.  Robinson,  719 

Questions  by  Mr.  Johnson  as  to  applica- 
tions for  patents,  and  proclamation  of 
Act,  1122;  as  to  removal  of  New  South 
Wales'  register,  3397 

Question  by  Sir  J,  L.  Bonytbon  as  to  posi- 
tion of  holders  of  State  patents,  3886 

Question  by  Mr.  Deakin  as  to  provisional 
patent  regulations,  5591 ;  as  to  publica- 
tions to  be  issued,  7522 

Question  by  Mr.  Harper  as  to  delay  in 
dealing  wttb  applications  for  provisional 
patents,  7411;  by  Mr.  Thomas,  as  to 
time  occupied  in 'examining  proviuiHial 
applications  and  publication  of  informa- 
tion, 7717 ;  by  Mr.  Glynn,  as  to  expe- 
diting final  acceptance  of  applications, 
S093 
Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Pearce  as  to  appoint- 
ment of  officers,  1292 

Pilotage. 
House  of  Refreseniatives ; 
Questions  by  Sir  J.   L.   Bonython   as  to 
Victorian  pilotage,  171,  288 

Pbefesential  Raxes. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 
Question  as  to  abolition  of  preferential 

railway  rates,  by  Mr.  Glvnn,  666,  3105, 

3246;  Mr.  Dugald  lliommn,  988 
Question  as  to  report  of  States  Commi»> 

sioaers  on  preferential  railway  rates,  by 

Mr.  Hume  Cook,  1673 
Question  by  Sir  W.  Lyne  as  to  Victorias 

railway  rates  for  coal,  2658,  5846 ;  by  Hr. 

Watkins,  5846,  5070 
Question  by  Mr.  McWilliams  as  to  uaiform 

wharfage  rates,  3934 
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Tkade  iHD  Cvsiom—eaniinyed. 
Senait: 

QueatioQ  by  Senator  Macfarlane  as  to 
legislation  relating  to  preferential  wharf- 
age rates,  543 

Question  bj  Senator  Dobson,  as  to  pre- 
ferential railway  rates,  and  action  of 
Western  Auitraha,  8562 

PREFEBENTUL  TaADE. 
House  of  Representative! : 

Obs.  on  Addrcss-in-Reply,  i7'675 

Obs.  as  to,  with  South  Africa,  by  Mr.  G. 
B.  Edwards,  133;  question  by  Mr. 
McWilliams,  1184 

Questions  as  to  Imperial  Conference  to 
conuder,  by  Mr.  Dcakin  and  Mr.  Wat- 
son, 3932 ;  by  Mr.  Hume  Cook,  5630 

Obs.  on  ministerial  statement,  4347-4460, 
6204-6 ;  on  motion  of  no-confideoce,  4777- 

«55o7  .        ,  . 

Questions  as  to  consideration  of  motion 

relating  to,  by  Mr.  McDonald,  6564J  by 

Mr.  Hutchison,  6698;  by  Sir  William 

Lyne,  7409,  7716,  8090 

Obs.  by  Sir  William  Lyne,  as  to  amend- 
ment on  format  supply  motion,  7138 

Obs  as  to  consideration  of  motion  relat- 
ing to,  by  Mr.  Deakin,  6255;  by  Mr. 
Reidj  6256,  8018,  8330 ;  by  Mr.  Webster, 
Mr.  Watkins,  Mr.  Maloney,  and  Mr. 
McDonald,  8019 

Obs,  on  motion  tiiat  Government  business 
take  precedence  of  general  business, 
7718-38 

Motion  by  Mr.  Deakto,  in  regard  to, 
8094;  debated,  8333,  8476;  motion  that 
debate  be  adjourned,  moved  and  de- 
bated, 8549;  agreed  to,  8552 

Obs.  on  motion  Uiat  debate  be  adjourned, 
8iio-i,  S350-4 

Question  by  Mr.  Bruce  Smith,  as  to  fur- 
ther consideration  of  motion  by  Mr. 
Deakin,  8306 

Senate  : 

Obs.  on  Address-in-Reply,  24-396;  amend- 
ment by  Senator  Dawson,  359-377 ;  on 
ministerial  statement,  4332-83 

Notice    of    motion  by  Senator  Pulsford, 

7357 

Obs.   on   first   reading  of  Appropriation 

Bill,  8169-86 
Obs.  by  Senator  Stewart,  8a3r 
Motion  by  Senator  Pulsford,  Sasr 

QUABAMTINK. 

Senate : 

Question  as  to  creating  Department  of,  by 

Senator  Walker,  353 

House   of  Refresenlatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  J.  Cook  as  to  report  of 

conference,  3393 
Question  by  Mr.  McCoU    as  to  taking 

Federal  control  by  proclamation,  3574 

Ships  :  Re-ueasl'KUIKNT. 

Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  Pulsford  as  to  Span* 
ish  and  French  ships,  3529 


Trauc  and  Cdstoms— f«nA'futf4. 
Ships'  Stous. 

House  of  Representatives  : 

Questions  by  Mr.  Watkins  as  to  taxation 
of,  403 ;  as  to  distinction  between  over- 
sea and  coastal  vessels,  2520;  by  Mr. 
Conroy,  as  to  revenue  derived  from, 
3370:  as  to  abolition  of,  3469 
Question  by  Mr.  Johnson,  as  to  Quetu 
Helena^  7407 

Spotted  Fevek. 

Haute  of  Representatives: 

Question  by  Sir  J.  L.  Bonythoa  as  to  out' 
break  of,  i8g6 

Statistics. 

House  of  Representatives : 

Question  by  Sir  J.  Forrest  as  to  statittt* 
cal  reports,  36giS 

SircAK  Industky. 

House  of  Representatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Bamford  as  to  statement 
of  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  re- 
garding employment  of  Chinese,  4401; 
as  to  cane-held  inspectors,  6382 

Question  by  Mr.  Fisher  as  to  contiauuce 
of  Sugar  Bounty  Act,  5589;  as  to  state- 
ment by  Mr.  A.  Gibson,  7ria 

Obs.  as  to  communication  from  Premier 
of  Queensland,  6595 

Question  by  Mr.  B.  Smith  as  to  verifica- 
tion o  f  returns  as  to  production  of 
sugar  by  white  and  black  labour,  6aoa; 
obs.  by  Sir  G.  Turner,  6381 

Motion  by  Mr.  McWilliams  for  return  as 
to  Queensland  Sugar  Mills,  7021 

Question  Mr.  Glynn  as  to  continuation 
of  bounties  and  excise,  7113,  7i73j  as  to 
reduction  of  import  duty,  7948 

Senate : 

Motion  by  Senator  Givcna  as  to  desirable- 
ness of  amending  laws  affecting  the 
sugar  industry,  6153 ;  debated,  6171 , 
7069;  q.  as  to  statements  at  North 
Queensland  Sugar  Conference,  7256 

Question  by  Senator  Higgs  as  to  revenue 
received  and  bounties  paid,  6975 

Exfl.  by  Senator  Walker,  73^6;  question 
as  to  appointment  of  Commission,  8t68 

Tariff— Royal  Comuission. 
Senate  : 

Obs.  on  first  reading  Appropriation  Bill 
by  Senator  Dobson  as  to  casting  vote  of 
Chairman  of  Commissign,  8185 

House  of  Representatives : 

Motion  by  Mi.  H.  Cook  as  to  re-adjust- 
ment, 3877;  debated,  6210 

Obs.  on  motion  of  no-confidence,  4785- 
553» 

Obs.  by  Sir  G.  Turner  in  Budget  State- 
ment, 5673 

Obs.  on  amendment  by  Mr  Isaacs,  on 
supply  motion,  5972-6111 

Obs.  on  int.  Appropriation  Bill,  7441-65; 
on  motion  to  adjourn  debate  on  third 
reading  of  Appro{>iiation  Bill,  8147-55 
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Trade  and  Customs — coniinued. 

Obs.  by  Mr.  Reid  as  to  announcement  in 
regard  to  the  scope  and  personnel  of 
Commission,  7524 

Question  by  Mr.  Isaacs,  postponed,  7522; 
question  by  Sir  W.  Lyne,  7409 

Question  by  Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  reported 
consideration  o,f  personnel  of  Commis- 
sion by  the  Labour  Party,  8093 

Obs.  by  Mr.  Isaacs  as  to  terms  of  Com- 
mission, 8617 ;  by  Mr.  Deakio,  8618 

Questions  bv  Mr.  Isaacs  as  to  appoint- 
ment of  Koyal  Commission.  5630.  jtij, 
7619 

Question  by  Sir  J.  L.  Bonython.  as  to 
representation  of  States  on  CommisiioD, 

6595 ;  l>y  Mr.  Thomas,  as  to  reasons  for 
delay  in  appointing  Commission,  7x06; 
by  Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  reported  ferson- 
nel  of  Commission,  7716 

Tobacco  Industry. 
Senate  : 

Motions  by  Senator  Pearce  as  to  national 
monopoly  in  tobacco  and  appointment 
of  Select  Committee,  649,  ,1296;  to  ex- 
tend time  for  Select  Committee's  re- 
port on,  3797,  3170,  4028,  4354.  5805. 
7069;  to  admit  press,  2857 

Question  by  Senator  Dobson  as  to  mquines 
of  Committee  in  view  of  High  Court  deci- 
sion, 8362,  8561 
House  of  Representatives: 

Question  by  Sir  William  Lyne  as  to  con- 
verting Committee  into  Royal  Commis- 
sion, 6564 

Message  from  Senate  requesting  concur- 
rence in  resolution,  1331 

Motion  by  Mr.  Frazer  that  Committee  con- 
cur  in  Senate's  resolution  moved,  6833; 
debated,  7412,  7740  , 

Ods.  by  Mr.  Frazer  as  to  further  considera- 
tion of  Senate's  message,  7727,  8229;  by 
Mr.  Kelly,  8239 

Motion  by  Mr.  Batchelor  for  appomtment 
of  Royal  Commission  in  regard  to  to- 
bacco industry,  5853;  debated,  5859,  6209 

Question  by  Mr.  Knox  as  to  use  of  refuse 
tobacco  by  orchardists,  2371 

Trade  Marks. 

House  of  Representatives: 
Question  by  Mr.  Poynton  as  to  Age  article 

on  Bill  relating  to,  1896 
Question  by  Mr.  Watson  as  to  consideration 
of  Bill,  6697;  ois.,  8329;  by  Mr.  Isaacs, 
8229 ;  by  Mr.  Reid,  8230 
Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Pearce  as  to  Bill  re- 
lating to,  5902,  6649 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 

Senate  .- 

Question  by  Senator  Smith  as  to  legisla- 
tion in  regard  to  metric  system  of,  6325 

TRBASUBBR. 

Auditor-Genehal. 

House  of  Representatives: 
Receipt  of  annual  report  announced,  8552 


Trade  and  Custous — ecntinutd. 
Banking  Returns. 
House  of  Refresentaiives: 
Question  by  Sir  J.  Forrest  as  to  printing 
and  distribution  of,  3537 

Bddcbt. 

Budget  Statement  delivered  by  Sir  G. 
'  Turner,  5631 ;  debated,  5372,  6099,  tiiui 

Cohhonwxalth  Stock. 
Hnue  of  Refresentetivtt : 
Question  by  Mr.  Dugald  Thomson  as  to 
placing  of,  on  list  of  Britisli  tmst  is- 
vestments,  585 

CouNxiL  OF  Finance. 
House  of  Representatives : 

Obs.  as  to  printing  of  paper  by  Mr.  Knox 
OD  Council  of  Finance,  6479 ;  exfl.  by 
Mr.  Knox,  7175 
Moti?^  by  Mr.  Knox  for  establishment  of> 
6481 

Estimates  of  Revenue  and  Expenditork. 
House  of  Representatives : 

Obs.  by  Mr.  Watson  as  to  Supplementary 
Estimates,  1903-4,  2016 

Message  from  Governor-General  transmit- 
ting Supplementary  Estimates.  1903-4, 
and  Supplementary  Estimates  for  Works 
and  Buildings,  1903-4,  2123 

Message  from  Governor-General  transmit- 
ting Estimates  of  Revenue  and  Expendi- 
ture for  additions  new  works,  and  build- 
ings, for  year  ending  30th  June,  1905, 
and  recommending  appropriations  ac- 
cordingly, 5629 

Feisral  Extenditure. 

House  of  Representatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  remarks 
by  Mr.  Foster,  South  Australia,  3394 

Question  by  Mr.  Mahon  as  to  law  officer's 
opinion  on  decision  to  charge  "Other" 
Expenditure  on  a  population  Imis,  6207 

Government  Buildings. 

House  of  Representatives: 

Motion  by  Mr.  Hume  Cook  as  to  fire  in- 
surance premiums  paid,  losses  sustained, 
2697 

Government  Printing. 

House  of  Representatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Page  as  to  overtime  in 
Government  Printing  Office,  3369 

Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  Higgs  as  to  linotype 
operators,  7S92 

Life  Assur.*nce. 
House  of  Representatives: 

Motion  by  Mr.  Hume  Cook  as  to  establish- 
ment of  Commonwealth  Life  and  Ac- 
cident Assurance  Department,  990,  3248; 
question  as  to  proposals  of  French  Go- 
vernment, 1395 
Question  by  Mr.  Batchelor  as  to  considera- 
tion of  Bni  relating  to,  8200 
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Tbusduk — eeniitmed. 
Senate: 

Qtiestion  by  Senator  Fearce  ai  to  Bill  rc- 
latiag  to,  8362 

OldoAge  Pensions. 
House  of  Refresentativei : 

Question  bjr  Mr.  Chapman  as  to  Sorem- 
mcnt  policy  in  regard  to,  4496;  obs.  as 
to  motion  for  appointment  of  Select  Com- 
mittee, 4681 ;  motion  for  appointment  of 
Select  Committee,  5861 ;  lor  leave  to 
report  minutes  of  evidence  from  time 
to  time,  6297 

Motion  by  Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  formulation 
of  national  scheme,  7115;  debated^  7131 

Question  by  Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  further 
consideiation  of  motion  relating  to,  8229 

Senate: 

Question  by  Senator  Netld  as  to  Goreni- 

ment  action  in  regard  to,  940 
Motum  *by  Senator  Pearce,  640,  1296 
Motion  by  Senator  Neild  reamrming  pre- 
vious resolution  as  to  CommonwealUi  sys- 
tem of  old-age  pensions,  6433 

Payment  of  Salaries. 

House  of  Refresenlatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Ronald  as  to  fortnightly 

payments,  4631 

PcBuc  Accounts  Comjuttee. 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  G.  B,  Edwards  as  to  ap- 
pointment of,  3393 

PcBuc  Debt. 

House  of  Refresentaiives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Hume  Cook  as  to  consoli> 
dation  of,  3246 

Revenue. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Senator  Macfarlane  as  to 
sL-itement  by  Mr.  Philp  in  regard  to 
Customs  revenue  of  Queensland,  5795 

Services  to  States. 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Robinson  as  to  claim  upon 
Victorian  Government  and  reasons  for, 
3933 


Supply. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Attorney-General,  2168,  6396 
Defence,  2170,  6889,  6920,  7021,  7235 
External  Affairs,  2168,  6251,  6300,  6383, 
73^3 

Home  Affairs,  2168,  6307,  6593,  6596 
Trade  and  Customs,  2168,  6700,  7234 
Parliament,  3r23,  6242 
Post  Office,  7035,  7139,  7176,  7218,  7336, 
7240 

Treasury,  2168,  6783 

Motions  relating  to  the  services  of  the  year 

1903-4  adopted,  2171 

Motion  by  Sir  W.  Lyne  to  set  up  com- 
mittee of,  6S3 

Motion  (formal)  to  set  up  committee  of, 
negatived,  1914 

Obt.  by  Mr.  Watson  as  to  Bill  relating  to, 
2695 

Motion  by  Sir  G.  Turner  that  Standing  • 
Orders  be  suspended,  to  allow  a  motion 
for  resumption  of  Committee  of  Sup- 
ply without  I'otice,  6477;  motion  with- 
drawn, 647S 

Motion  to  postpone  Orders  of  the  Day  so 
as  to  allow  of  resumption  of  proceedings 
in  Committee  of  Supply,  moved  and  de- 
bated, 6565 ;  agreed  to,  6583 ;  motion  to 
resume  proceedmgs  in  Committee  of  Sup- 
ply, 6583,  and  agreed  to,  6593 

Resolutions  reported,  7329J  adoption  of 
resolutions  moved,  7438;  and  agreed  to, 
7441 

Tkeasuker's  Advance  Account. 

House  of  Repesentativcs : 

Question  by  Mr.  Mahon  as  to  cost  of  enter- 
taining Due  D'Abruzzi,  6595 

Treasl'rer's  Conference. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Mahon  as  to  oninloni 
of   Mr.   Gardiner,  Treasurer,  Western 

Australia,  289 

Ways  and  Means. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Motion  by  Sir  W.  Lyne  to  set  op  eoai- 

mittee  of,  684 
Motions    relating    to    the    year  1903-4 

adopted,  3171 
Motions  relating  to  the  year  1904-5,  7441 
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